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        Trump suffers day of significant Republican defections on House and Senate votes
        Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer

        More than two dozen Republicans in the House and Senate broke with President Trump in votes on Thursday.

      

      
        In combative news conference, Vance defends Minneapolis ICE shooting
        Emily Davies

        The vice president accused a woman who was shot dead by an ICE agent Wednesday of criminally trying to ram the officer, whom he described as acting in self-defense.

      

      
        House passes bill extending health care subsidies, bucking GOP leaders
        Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer, Paige Winfield Cunningham

        Prospects for passage in the Senate are unclear. The enhanced subsidies expired at the end of 2025, driving costs up for millions.

      

      
        Trump plans to make his ballroom addition as tall as the White House itself
        Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond

        The president's architect disclosed the change as federal review panels begin a fast-track review of the $400 million project.

      

      
        Senate advances bill to block further military action in Venezuela
        Noah Robertson, Theodoric Meyer

        Though largely symbolic, the measure would be a rare assertion of Congress's role in using lethal force after the stunning raid to capture Nicolas Maduro.

      

      
        Judge disqualifies U.S. attorney in Albany investigating Letitia James
        Jeremy Roebuck, Shayna Jacobs

        John A. Sarcone III is the fifth Trump-appointed interim U.S. attorney who has been disqualified from serving in such a role.

      

      
        Trump defends ICE, seeks to define shooting before facts are established
        Emily Davies

        Trump seized on partial video footage to impose his interpretation of the shooting as investigators worked to establish the facts.

      

      
        House GOP prioritizes Trump's changes to showerheads
        Dan Diamond, JM Rieger

        President Donald Trump has made no secret of his distaste for low-pressure showers.

      

      
        Republicans push back on White House military threat toward Greenland
        Noah Robertson, Theodoric Meyer

        Some GOP lawmakers warned that using force to seize the territory could fracture NATO, while others sought to downplay the possibility for such an attack.

      

      
        Cracks in Democrats' Venezuela response reveal foreign policy muddle
        Liz Goodwin, Yasmeen Abutaleb

        The party has split into two camps in response to President Donald Trump's actions as the administration signals plans for prolonged control of the country.

      

      
        Federal judge demands Halligan explain why she's still listed as U.S. attorney
        Steve Thompson

        It is the most direct challenge yet to Halligan's continued presence in the role since another judge dismissed an indictment against Comey, finding her appointment unconstitutional.

      

      
        Rep. Steny Hoyer to retire, ending storied career in elected office
        Paul Kane

        Maryland's longest-serving member of Congress won't seek reelection after having spent two decades as the No. 2 House Democrat.

      

      
        U.S. reduces number of warships near Venezuela after Maduro raid
        Dan Lamothe

        The USS Iwo Jima and the USS San Antonio have been relocated to waters north of Cuba, and the Air Force also has withdrawn some aircraft from the region.
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Politics
Trump suffers day of significant Republican defections on House and Senate votes
More than two dozen Republicans in the House and Senate broke with President Trump in votes on Thursday.

President Donald Trump, heading toward Marine One at the White House last month, has begun to encounter more resistance lately from House and Senate Republicans. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-08
Significant numbers of Republicans joined with Democrats in voting against President Donald Trump's interests on high-profile pieces of legislation Thursday, suggesting his party's unyielding loyalty to this point in his term has started to splinter.
Earlier in the day, the Senate advanced a bipartisan measure intended to block the Trump administration from conducting further military action in Venezuela. Five Republicans joined every Democratic senator in advancing the resolution, following the White House's capture of Venezuela's president, without explicit permission from Congress.
The resolution is expected to get a chilly reception in the House if it passes the Senate, with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) unlikely to bring it to the floor. But it gave Senate Republicans an opportunity to come out against continued military action in Venezuela -- which Trump and some administration officials have refused to rule out -- without congressional approval.
Trump survived House votes to overturn two of his vetoes, which requires two-thirds of the chamber, but at least two dozen Republicans voted with Democrats to defy his will, demonstrating a greater willingness than seen last year to buck their party's president. Thirty-five Republican lawmakers voted to override Trump's veto of the Arkansas Valley Conduit Act, a bill meant to aid a decades-old Colorado water project, while 24 Republicans voted to negate Trump's veto of the Miccosukee Reserved Area Amendments Act, which codifies tribal land rights in Florida.
Following those votes, House Democrats, with help from Republicans, passed a bill to extend expired enhanced Affordable Care Act subsidies, a measure opposed by both Trump and Johnson. Seventeen Republicans supported the measure, which would need to pass the Senate before becoming law.
Lawmakers voting against their party's president is common in midterm election years, particularly for vulnerable lawmakers who represent swing districts. Yet the repeated rebukes of the president, and the number of lawmakers defecting, are unusual. And they represent a continued challenge for GOP leaders with limited majorities, who are struggling to corral their colleagues behind the president's agenda.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said the five Republican senators who joined with Democrats to advance the war powers resolution Thursday were part of a broader trend.
"Public sentiment -- in terms of how Trump is behaving as president, what he's doing as president -- keeps sinking and sinking and sinking, and our Republican colleagues realize that," Schumer told reporters after the vote. "So I think on this issue and other issues you're going to find our Republican colleagues saying, 'You know, maybe following Trump is like Thelma and Louise -- right over the cliff.'"
Trump responded to the vote by posting on Truth Social that "Republicans should be ashamed of the Senators that just voted with Democrats in attempting to take away our Powers to fight and defend the United States of America" and that the Republicans who voted in support of the resolution "should never be elected to office again."
Thursday's vote to extend the subsidies is the first significant rebuke this year of Speaker Johnson, who refused to hold votes on bipartisan health care measures proposed by moderate lawmakers, spurring them to join the cause of Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York). The House's narrow two-vote margin has emboldened Democrats to continue forcing votes on measures that could earn bipartisan support and override Johnson's wishes.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) said the votes on Thursday should not be viewed as part of any broader anti-Trump trend, noting that the president has endorsed passing health care legislation (though the bill that House Republicans supported is not along the lines of what Trump proposed).
"It may be that the [House Republicans] who voted with the Democrats broke with leadership, but I don't think they broke with President Trump," Tillis told reporters.
Ahead of Thursday's votes, several points of contention have arisen between the president and GOP lawmakers.
Longtime Trump ally Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colorado), who sponsored the Colorado water project, soundly criticized the president for vetoing the measure on social media last week and expressed frustration with the veto override vote.
"I am disappointed to see the lack of leadership, the amount of people that will fold, that will cave, that will not take a stand," Boebert said. "This is a bill that in policy, no one in that chamber disagreed with. This was purely political, and it's very unfortunate, but I'm not taking it out personally on anybody."
Rep. Jeff Hurd (R-Colorado), who co-sponsored the bill with Boebert, also said he was "disappointed" but added that he's "committed to working with the administration to make sure the project is built."
Ahead of the vote, Boebert said she hoped Trump's decision to thwart a project affecting her district "has nothing to do with political retaliation."
Boebert was one of four Republicans who signed a petition to force the release of federal files related to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Despite Trump repeatedly pillorying the initiative, nearly every House Republican ultimately voted to mandate the release. The Senate rapidly sent the Epstein bill to Trump's desk.
Following that vote, another longtime Trump ally who has been open about her anger with her party, former Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), resigned from Congress.
Despite these frictions, the congressional GOP caucus has yet to show signs of outright rebellion and has broadly supported Trump's positions even on contentious issues, such as the U.S. operation to capture Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and the administration's immigration efforts.
House Republicans voting for the veto override measures largely said their votes had little to do with the president, citing instead concerns over upholding bipartisanship and providing access to natural resources.
"This is a project that we passed unanimously," Hurd said, noting that the bill originally left the House with bipartisan support. "It's good policy. It's important for rural Colorado, rural America; President Trump's supporters are affected by this in southeast Colorado."
"We can agree to disagree," said Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Montana) when asked whether he was concerned about retribution due to his support for the override. "I'm never disagreeable with [Trump]. It's not the first time I've disagreed with the president. I never make it personal; I work with him, but this is just about water."
Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R- Florida), who sponsored the Florida legislation, told reporters he supported the veto override but was not "actively seeking" to overturn the legislation, because the project it approves -- adding a small village to a protected part of the Florida Everglades, and compelling the federal government to address flooding issues -- currently has the permits and funding needed to proceed.
"A lot of the things that we wanted to do for that bill have already been done," Gimenez said.
Some Republicans who were against the overrides said they wanted to signal support for Trump in their votes, while others cited concerns over fiscal responsibility.
"I'm with the POTUS," said Rep. Greg Steube (R-Florida), who was against overriding the Florida measure. "They're not working with our federal law enforcement officers as it relates to immigration and enforcement." (When explaining his veto, Trump cited the Miccosukee Tribe's stance on the administration's immigration policies as a factor in his denial.)
"I believe that projects that exclusively benefit local communities should be paid for exclusively by those local communities," Rep. Tom McClintock (R-California) said. "We've got to stop robbing St. Petersburg to pay St. Paul."
The White House contacted members in the Colorado and Florida delegations to pressure them against voting yes on the override measures, according to three sources familiar with the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not unauthorized to speak on the topic.
White House spokesperson Charyssa Parent was dismissive of the effort to override the vetoes, casting it as a normal part of the veto process, given that presidents are constitutionally required to return vetoed bills to Congress, allowing lawmakers the opportunity to make a vetoed bill law.
"Once a veto message is received, Congress must act," Parent said. "This exercise is standard and should not be mistaken or over-sensationalized by the press as a test of party unity."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/01/08/trump-veto-override-aca-war-powers-votes/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House
In combative news conference, Vance defends Minneapolis ICE shooting 
The vice president accused a woman who was shot dead by an ICE agent Wednesday of criminally trying to ram the officer, whom he described as acting in self-defense.

Vice President JD Vance takes questions from the media during a news briefing Thursday at the White House. Vance addressed Wednesday's fatal shooting of a woman by an ICE agent during a confrontation in Minneapolis. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Emily Davies | 2026-01-08
Vice President JD Vance on Thursday combatively defended an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer's fatal shooting of a Minneapolis woman a day earlier, declaring that the woman had intentionally sought to ram the officer and that he acted in self-defense by opening fire on her SUV.
"I can believe that her death is a tragedy, while also recognizing that it's a tragedy of her own making and a tragedy of the far left," the vice president told reporters Thursday, accusing what he called a "lunatic fringe" of marshaling a movement against law enforcement officers.
Vance alleged that the woman, 37-year-old Renee Nicole Good, had tried to "ram" the officer with her SUV. Video footage of the attack is less clear, showing that the ICE officer fired his weapon as he appeared to be moving to the side of the vehicle's path. Another video from another angle appeared to show the SUV grazing the officer after the first discharge.
In an interview Wednesday with the New York Times, President Donald Trump appeared to moderate his initial assertion that Good had tried to run over the officer after being pressed by reporters.
But Vance's appearance in the White House briefing room echoed assertions made by others in the Trump administration in the shooting's immediate aftermath, when officials, including Trump·, moved swiftly to defend the ICE officer, criticize Good and accuse the left of fostering an environment dangerous to law enforcement officials.
"You have a woman who was trying to obstruct a legitimate law enforcement operation," he said. "Nobody debates that."
Vance has emerged as one of the administration's leading voices on the incident in Minneapolis, leveraging the fatal shooting to amplify his anti-immigration and pro-law enforcement messaging. His outspokenness stands in contrast to the more back-seat role he played in the administration's approach to Venezuela -- though he emphasized Thursday that he is chairing a regular meeting of White House principles to discuss next steps for the country.
At the news briefing, Vance announced a new assistant attorney general position that will be run out of the White House and "get tougher at the people who are defrauding the United States by inciting violence against our law enforcement officers."
Good was a poet and mother of three, according to online records and family members. She was a U.S. citizen, according to a post on social media by Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minnesota).
Vance on Thursday said the ICE officer who fired the fatal shots, whose name has not yet been released by authorities, had previously been attacked and dragged by a driver, echoing statements made by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem. He also emphasized that the officer had been hit twice by motor vehicles in the past six months.
"So you think maybe he's a little bit sensitive about somebody ramming him with an automobile," Vance said.
He said the Department of Homeland Security is continuing to operate in Minnesota to crack down on immigration and go "door to door" to investigate fraud.
In recent years, law enforcement agencies across the country have moved to tighten policies governing when officers may shoot into moving vehicles. Many police departments and federal agencies bar the practice unless a vehicle poses an imminent threat and no other safe options exist, noting its limited effectiveness and the dangers to bystanders.
The Department of Homeland Security's use-of-force policy prohibits officers from firing into a moving vehicle unless the use of deadly force is otherwise justified. Before doing so, the policy says, officers must "take into consideration the hazards that may be posed to law enforcement and innocent bystanders by an out-of-control conveyance."
The policy also bars the use of deadly force solely to stop a fleeing suspect, though it allows exceptions when an officer believes others' lives are in imminent danger.
Derek Hawkins contributed to this report.
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Politics
House passes bill extending health care subsidies, bucking GOP leaders
Prospects for passage in the Senate are unclear. The enhanced subsidies expired at the end of 2025, driving costs up for millions.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) speaks during a news conference Monday at the Capitol. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Marianna Sotomayor, Theodoric Meyer, Paige Winfield Cunningham | 2026-01-08
More than a dozen House Republicans joined every Democrat on Thursday to pass a bill to extend enhanced Affordable Care Act subsidies for three years -- the sharpest rejection by GOP members of the party's leadership yet.
The pandemic-era subsidies expired at the end of last year, driving up costs for millions of Americans who buy health insurance on the ACA marketplace and qualified for the assistance. GOP leaders made no attempt to address the issue as the deadline neared, despite warnings from members in swing districts that higher prices could threaten their chances in this fall's midterm elections and put Republicans in the minority. The party has been trying unsuccessfully to dismantle the ACA since it became law in 2010.
Prospects for passage in the Senate are unclear, though, as the chamber has already blocked similar attempts to extend the subsidies.
The lack of action in the House led four House Republicans to join Democrats in December to force a vote on legislation backed by Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York). The vote Thursday over the objections of House Republican leaders was the result of that maneuver. The bill passed by a 230-196 vote, with 17 Republicans, ranging from moderates to conservatives, supporting it.
"I just want to make this abundantly clear: This is a Democratic piece of legislation. It is absolutely horrific. Now, it is the best alternative to what we have at the moment," said Rep. Max L. Miller (R-Ohio), who voted for the bill. "I don't believe that it is a responsible thing to do for my district."
For House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), the vote is the starkest example yet of the difficulty of leading an incredibly narrow House majority. Republicans can only lose two votes if all Democrats are present and voting, after the resignation of former congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia) and the death of Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-California).
The slim margin has emboldened Democrats in the minority and bipartisan-seeking Republicans to introduce legislation through a vehicle known as a discharge petition, which can force a vote on the House floor for any measure with the support of 218 lawmakers.
"Donald Trump promised to lower costs on day one of his presidency. Costs aren't going down, they've gone up, and so it's an all-hands-on-deck effort that Democrats are committed to make sure we lower the high cost of living," Jeffries said Thursday.
What happens next on health care is up in the air. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) had called on Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) to put the House bill on the Senate floor if it passed. But the Senate last month blocked a similar bill because not enough Republicans joined with Democrats to overcome a filibuster. Thune allowed that vote as part of an earlier deal with moderate Democrats who joined the GOP to end the longest government shutdown in history.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters outside his office Monday at the Capitol. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Enrollment in health insurance plans through Healthcare.gov has modestly declined, underscoring concerns that higher consumer costs after Congress failed to extend extra federal assistance would cause people to drop out. Around 15.6 million Americans had signed up on the Affordable Care Act federal marketplace as of Jan. 3, according to three people at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to speak to the press. Enrollment totaled 16.7 million people at the same time last year.
Federal subsidies remain available to the vast majority of marketplace enrollees, but at lower levels than under the pandemic-era subsidies. Enrollment in Healthcare.gov and the state-run marketplaces doesn't end until Jan. 15, and there is likely to be a surge in sign-ups ahead of the deadline. Analysts and the Congressional Budget Office have predicted sign-ups will decline from a high of 24 million in 2025, as most enrollees faced higher monthly payments without the extra boost from pandemic-era subsidies.
Most Republicans expressed their dismay that colleagues joined with Democrats to pass the bill in the lead-up to Thursday's vote.
"It's audacious to call it affordable health care," said Rep. Jodey Arrington (R-Texas), who chairs the House Budget Committee. "No Republican should ever support this. They didn't support Obamacare when it was designed, they shouldn't support doubling down on the failed policy."
President Donald Trump has not endorsed a straight extension of the health care subsidies, instead rallying House Republicans on Tuesday to craft new legislation that would reshuffle the health care industry.
"We're going to reduce health care by a lot. One other thing on health care, it's never been our issue. It should be our issue," Trump said.
Trump loosely proposed sending money directly to citizens' health care accounts rather than paying subsidies to insurance companies, which is how the pandemic-era program worked. But any such plan could cost billions of dollars, and fiscal conservatives would balk.
A bipartisan group of senators has been working on a compromise bill, but it's unclear whether that can secure the 60 votes necessary to advance in the upper chamber.
Thune said Tuesday that any bill to extend the subsidies would need to include Republican priorities, including income limits, minimum out-of-pocket premiums, an expansion of health savings accounts and abortion restrictions. Democrats have opposed including any new abortion language, which has made it tough to negotiate a compromise because staunchly conservative lawmakers have demanded such provisions to even enter negotiations with other Republicans.
Trump told the House GOP on Tuesday that they should be "flexible" on abortion restrictions, a sign many moderate Republicans welcomed.
Bipartisan House lawmakers of the Problem Solvers Caucus met with senators Thursday to discuss the possibility of introducing identical legislation in both chambers in hopes of pressuring leaders for a vote.
Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York) said he voted in favor of the measure Thursday in hopes that it pressures the Senate to "put forth a reform package that can pass Congress and become law."
Sen. Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio) said the House bill would never pass the Senate but could serve as a shell for the legislation that he and a bipartisan group of senators are working on. The House bill "probably wouldn't even be put on the floor, because why waste floor time on something that we've already considered?" Moreno said Wednesday. "But the fact that it gives us something to amend, then it's very valuable."
The framework the bipartisan group is discussing would extend the subsidies for two years with new income limits and a $5 monthly minimum out-of-pocket premium, Moreno said, along with new penalties designed to discourage fraud. Starting next year, people who buy health insurance using the subsidies would be able to redirect money to a health savings account if they choose.
"Thirty-thousand people in northeastern Pennsylvania obtain their health insurance through the exchange, and that's always been my North Star," said Rep. Rob Bresnahan (R), who represents a swing district in the state. "I think Congress has an obligation to address this. You can't be a flamingo and stick your head in the sand. I think we need to have tough conversations."
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump plans to make his ballroom addition as tall as the White House itself
The president's architect disclosed the change as federal review panels begin a fast-track review of the $400 million project.

Architect Shalom Baranes shows elevation drawings for President Donald Trump's proposed ballroom on Thursday in Washington. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond | 2026-01-08
President Donald Trump plans to build his controversial ballroom as tall as the White House's main mansion itself, the project's chief architect told a federal review committee Thursday -- a significant change of plans that breaks with long-standing architectural norms requiring additions to be shorter than the main building.
Architect Shalom Baranes told the National Capital Planning Commission that the president's plans call for the building to be about 51 feet high on its north side and taller on the south, where the ground slopes downward. The main mansion reaches 70 feet on the south side, according to the White House Historical Association.
"The heights will match exactly," Baranes told the panel.
Baranes also estimated the project's footprint would be about 45,000 square feet, roughly half the size that the administration has described since announcing the project in July. Of that, the ballroom itself would account for about 22,000 square feet and accommodate roughly 1,000 seated dinner guests, he said. Baranes said the 90,000-square-foot size repeatedly cited by White House officials includes a second floor -- a clarification introduced as federal oversight bodies begin an accelerated review of a project for which core specifications continue to evolve.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson, who has a seat on the panel, pressed Baranes on whether the ballroom's height could be lowered, saying he was "concerned" by the possibility that the planned addition could overwhelm the White House mansion.
Baranes said it was "possible, not impossible" to lower the ballroom's height.
The presentation comes as the White House begins an unusually compressed push to win approvals from two committees charged by Congress with reviewing federal construction. White House officials have said they intend to complete the process in just over two months, a timeline far shorter than comparable projects, former commissioners have said, placing added pressure on oversight bodies that the administration moved to stock with Trump allies.
Baranes told the panel that the White House had abandoned plans to make the ballroom larger. But he said that officials are now considering a one-story addition to the West Wing's colonnade in an effort to create symmetry with the planned two-story colonnade that would lead from the White House to the ballroom. Other features presented Thursday include an office suite for the First Lady, and reconstructed White House movie theater.
The planning commission is scheduled to vote on the project March 5. Administration officials have said they could start aboveground construction as soon as April.
It was only last week that the White House laid out a timeline for approvals, laying out a step-by-step path through the two review bodies. Baranes and administration officials intend to give a similar informational presentation to the Commission of Fine Arts at its Jan. 15 meeting, ahead of a vote on Feb. 19.
The president will have to appoint at least four members to the fine arts commission for the body to reach a quorum at its meeting next week. Trump in October fired the panel's six holdover members appointed by President Joe Biden, and White House officials are currently seeking potential appointees aligned with Trump's architectural desires.

Construction vehicles on the White House grounds in November. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The Trump administration  met with staff members from the two commissions last month only after a Dec. 17 court order from U.S. District Judge Richard J. Leon, holding separate meetings on Dec. 19 and formally submitting applications for the ballroom project's review three days later.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation argued in court filings last week that the Trump administration had failed to take "meaningful steps" toward public review or commission approval.
"They have, repeatedly, broken the rules first and asked for permission later," wrote lawyers for the National Trust, which sued the Trump administration in an effort to halt construction until required reviews occur.
The White House said meeting with committee staffers and submitting conceptual renderings -- rather than detailed blueprints -- satisfied the judge's instruction to start engaging with both commissions by the end of the year.

Construction equipment is seen Dec. 9 at the former site of the East Wing. The Treasury Building, left, and the Capitol, right, are visible in the background. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


The National Capital Planning Commission is led by Will Scharf, the White House staff secretary and Trump's former personal lawyer, whom the president appointed in July. The commission's membership now tilts heavily toward Trump, including two other White House officials and nine Cabinet members.
The review process for the ballroom building differs markedly from past practice. Large projects have previously undergone lengthy, multistage reviews that begin well before any demolition or site work. Agencies typically engage planning commission staff months or even years in advance, with commissioners and staff evaluating design, siting and environmental impacts at each stage.
The Trump White House has compressed or bypassed some of those steps. Officials plan to complete in months a process that took nearly two years for a White House security fence that was significantly smaller than the ballroom. That project involved five public meetings, during which the commission assessed compliance with federal environmental laws and "the historic and symbolic importance of the White House and the surrounding grounds," according to planning commission documents.
By contrast, Trump has overseen a three-month transformation of a large chunk of the White House grounds with no planning commission oversight. In mid-September, crews started clearing foliage and cutting down trees. In late October, the president shocked the public by ordering the demolition of the East Wing. And by early December, cranes and pile drivers were operating daily, as crews worked to create the underground infrastructure necessary to support the building, the White House said.
Scharf has asserted that the planning commission review process covers only "vertical" construction -- not demolition or site preparation. Critics have disputed that claim, arguing that demolition, site work and construction are inseparable and that the commission's mandate includes preserving existing historic structures.

White House staff secretary Will Scharf speaks with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office last January. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Planning commission records show that commissioners during Trump's first term approved site development plans for projects before work began, including the perimeter fence and a tennis pavilion.
The commission nevertheless adopted Scharf's argument in the document it published in December outlining its review process, saying the law doesn't give it authority over "the demolition of buildings or general site preparation."
Lawmakers and watchdog groups have repeatedly called for more transparency on the estimated $400 million project being funded by private donors -- many without disclosing their contributions. Many of the donors the White House has identified -- including Amazon, Lockheed Martin and Palantir -- have business before the administration, such as seeking future federal contracts or eyeing potential acquisitions. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
The administration touts Trump's commitment not to use public funds as a benefit to taxpayers. Sen. Richard Blumenthal (Connecticut), the top Democrat on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, sent letters last month demanding more information from several attendees of a White House dinner in October to honor ballroom donors.
"The American people are entitled to all the relevant facts about who is funding the most substantial construction project at the White House in recent history," Blumenthal wrote.
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National Security
Senate advances bill to block further military action in Venezuela
Though largely symbolic, the measure would be a rare assertion of Congress's role in using lethal force after the stunning raid to capture Nicolas Maduro.

The USS Iwo Jima, which factored prominently in Saturday's military raid in Venezuela, is seen docked in Puerto Rico in mid-December. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/AFP/Getty Images)


By Noah Robertson, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-08
The Senate on Thursday advanced a bipartisan measure intended to block the Trump administration from conducting further military action in Venezuela, foreshadowing a rare assertion of Congress's role in using lethal force after the stunning raid to apprehend the country's president, Nicolas Maduro.
The Senate voted 52-47, with five Republicans joining all Democrats. The timing for a final vote was not immediately clear.
The measure would mark the first time during the second Trump administration that Congress has voted to constrain President Donald Trump's expansive use of the military to conduct foreign policy. Republicans have mostly cheered the attack to oust Maduro, but the party is increasingly divided over how to respond to Trump's escalating threats to use force around the world, including against U.S. allies such as Denmark.
"A drawn-out campaign in Venezuela involving the American military, even if unintended, would be the opposite of President Trump's goal of ending foreign entanglements," Sen. Todd Young (R-Indiana) said in a statement indicating he would support the measure.
The other Republicans who supported the bill were Sens. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska), Josh Hawley (Missouri), Susan Collins (Maine) and Rand Paul (Kentucky).
Trump reacted angrily to the vote, attacking the five GOP lawmakers by name in a social media post and saying they "should never be elected to office again." Thursday's action, the president said, "hampers American Self Defense and National Security" by threatening to limit his authority.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), an outspoken advocate of Trump's strategy toward Venezuela, warned on social media that "our enemies will be encouraged by this vote in the U.S. Senate."
Speaking at a White House news briefing, Vice President JD Vance -- who has previously opposed open-ended U.S. military commitments abroad -- said he was "not concerned at all" by Thursday's vote and that the War Powers Act is "not going to change anything about how we conduct foreign policy."
Republicans in the House and the Senate previously defeated four war powers resolutions seeking to limit the Trump administration's use of deadly force in Venezuela or in the waters off Latin America, where the U.S. military has killed more than 100 people by striking alleged drug-trafficking boats.
Trump has said that no further attacks on Venezuela are imminent but that they may become necessary if the country's interim president, Delcy Rodriguez, does not acquiesce to U.S. demands for access to Venezuela's vast oil reserves. Trump has declined to rule out putting U.S. troops on the ground inside the country "as it pertains to oil," and he has threatened action against Mexico, Cuba and Colombia in the aftermath of Saturday's raid.
Thursday's vote revealed a red line even for some Senate Republicans who had previously doubted the likelihood that Trump would order a unilateral attack on Venezuela. GOP senators voted down a similar measure in November shortly after Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who doubles as Trump's national security adviser, told key lawmakers in a classified briefing that the administration did not intend to invade the country and that doing so would carry risks.
"I think the vote today reflects that more Republicans are taking it seriously because it's no longer a hypothetical but a real war," Paul, the Kentucky Republican, told reporters.
Ahead of the vote, Democrats had accused the administration of blatantly misleading Congress and said their Republican colleagues were abandoning lawmakers' authority to check U.S. use of lethal military force.
Rubio, who returned to Capitol Hill this week to brief the House and Senate on Saturday's raid, has rejected Democrats' assertions that he lied to Congress. He has sought to characterize Saturday's raid as a "law enforcement" operation, with the military merely helping enforce a Justice Department warrant to detain Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, whom the United States has indicted on drugs and weapons charges.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speak to the news media on Capitol Hill on Wednesday. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Paul introduced the resolution with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and Sens. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) and Adam Schiff (D-California). Schumer told reporters after the vote that the "pressure is now on Senate Republicans to do the right thing and take a stand."
Hawley, the Missouri Republican who voted for the measure, said he believed Trump had the constitutional authority to strike boats in the Caribbean and possibly to capture Maduro without congressional authorization -- but not to potentially deploy troops to Venezuela.
"To me, this is all about going forward," Hawley told reporters. "If the president should determine, 'You know what, I need to put troops on the ground in Venezuela,' I think that would require Congress to weigh in."
Four of the Senate Republicans whom Trump said should not be reelected are not up for reelection this year, but the fifth, Maine's Collins, is a top Democratic target in November.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) downplayed Trump's outburst after the vote. "I think in the end he, like all of us, want to make sure that we have a Republican majority in the Senate," Thune told reporters. "And we all know that, in the state of Maine, the way to make that happen" is to reelect Collins.
Thursday's outcome was an unusual victory for Democrats, who have struggled to develop a strategy for how to respond to Saturday's raid. Sen. John Fetterman (Pennsylvania) had wavered on the measure before ultimately joining fellow Democrats in voting yes. In a statement afterward, he did not commit to supporting its final passage.
Still, many in the party believe Saturday's attack was illegal and have sharply criticized Trump's subsequent promise that his administration would "run" Venezuela for the foreseeable future.
Some Democrats are preparing additional war powers resolutions that would seek to block military action against other potential targets -- including Cuba and Greenland· -- while others want a more aggressive approach, using Congress's annual spending bills to limit funding for any future military deployments to Venezuela.
Brianna Tucker contributed to this report.
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Justice
Judge disqualifies U.S. attorney in Albany investigating Letitia James
John A. Sarcone III is the fifth Trump-appointed interim U.S. attorney who has been disqualified from serving in such a role.

A federal judge on Thursday said interim U.S. attorney John A. Sarcone III, seen above as he was sworn in last March, had no legal authority when he subpoenaed New York Attorney General Letitia James's office last summer. (Will Waldron/Albany Times Union/Hearst Newspapers/Getty Images)


By Jeremy Roebuck, Shayna Jacobs | 2026-01-08
A judge on Thursday barred the top federal prosecutor in Albany from overseeing a criminal investigation into New York Attorney General Letitia James, delivering the latest blow to the Justice Department's efforts to prosecute President Donald Trump's perceived enemies.
U.S. District Judge Lorna G. Schofield  ruled that John A. Sarcone III -- a Trump loyalist appointed in March as interim U.S. attorney for the Northern District of New York -- has been unlawfully serving in his role for months.  Sarcone had no legal authority when he subpoenaed James's office during the summer as part of a probe into whether her office had violated civil rights of Trump or others, Schofield said.
At the time those subpoenas were issued, she said, Sarcone had already served beyond the 120 days he could hold on to his position. Schofield described the Justice Department's efforts to keep Sarcone in his job beyond that point as an "end-run" around federal statutes aimed at allowing him to target "a perceived rival of the president."
"When the Executive branch of government skirts restraints put in place by Congress and then uses that power to subject political adversaries to criminal investigations, it acts without lawful authority," the judge wrote. "Subpoenas issued under that authority are invalid."
Schofield quashed the subpoenas Sarcone served on James's office in August. The first sought information related to the successful civil fraud case James brought in 2022 against Trump and his real estate company, accusing them of defrauding lenders with outsize claims of his wealth. The second centered on litigation James pursued against the National Rifle Association, which led to a court-mandated restructuring of the organization.
Both bore only Sarcone's signature, and did not include those of any of his office's career line prosecutors. In a cover letter sent with the subpoenas, Sarcone directed James's office to send any responsive documents to him personally.
In her written opinion, Schofield called both subpoenas "unreasonable" and said they had no weight of law behind them. While the judge disqualified Sarcone from future involvement in those investigations, she did not bar other prosecutors in his office from reissuing similar subpoenas to James.
Schofield's ruling marked the sixth time in five months that a federal court has found the Trump administration violated the law in its bid to install and retain loyalists in key prosecutorial posts across the country.
A federal judge in November dismissed a separate criminal case in Virginia targeting James for alleged mortgage fraud after ruling that Lindsey Halligan, the U.S. attorney overseeing that prosecution, was unlawfully serving in her role. The Justice Department is appealing that decision.
James has denied wrongdoing in both the Virginia investigation and the inquiry overseen by Sarcone. She's dismissed both efforts as bids by Trump to improperly use the Justice Department to harass his rivals.
A spokesperson for James's office described Schofield's decision Thursday as "an important win for the rule of law" and vowed to stand up to "this administration's political attacks."
A Justice Department spokesperson did not immediately return requests for comment. Department officials have previously defended the president's authority to appoint who he wants in U.S. attorney roles and attacked the Senate for failing to quickly confirm Trump's nominees for those rules.
Typically, U.S. attorneys are nominated by the president and must be approved by a Senate vote. As Trump has faced pushback to his nominees on Capitol Hill, his administration has deployed novel tactics to keep his picks in their jobs.
Sarcone was appointed under a federal statute that allows the attorney general to install an interim U.S. attorney for 120 days. If the Senate has not confirmed a president's nominee by that expiration date, the law empowers the district's federal judges to appoint a replacement.
Before his appointment, Sarcone had never worked as a prosecutor. His immediately previous job was as a regional administrator for the General Services Administration, which manages government-owned properties.
Aside from the  James investigation, his tenure had been marked by other unusual events. In June, he said a knife-wielding undocumented immigrant from El Salvador had tried to kill him outside an Albany hotel. Surveillance footage later showed the man did not come close to Sarcone with his weapon, and charges brought by a local prosecutor were downgraded from attempted murder to a misdemeanor.
When his 120-day interim appointment was up in July, the judges in Sarcone's district declined to reappoint him. Justice Department officials responded by appointing Sarcone as a "special attorney to the attorney general" as well as the office's first assistant U.S. attorney, a move the department said "indefinitely" granted him the authority of acting U.S. attorney.
It used similar tactics to retain interim U.S. attorneys in New Jersey, Los Angeles and Nevada -- all of whom judges have since deemed as serving unlawfully in their posts.  Schofield cited those earlier rulings in her written opinion Thursday, calling them persuasive.
"Federal law does not permit such a workaround," she wrote.
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Politics
Trump defends ICE, seeks to define shooting before facts are established
Trump seized on partial video footage to impose his interpretation of the shooting as investigators worked to establish the facts.

President Donald Trump in the White House in November. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Emily Davies | 2026-01-08
President Donald Trump said the 37-year-old woman killed by an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer in Minneapolis "violently, willfully, and viciously ran over" the agent, who Trump said appeared to shoot her in self-defense. The president made the claim within hours of the shooting Wednesday, before investigators had completed their work.
"The situation is being studied, in its entirety, but the reason these incidents are happening is because the Radical Left is threatening, assaulting, and targeting our Law Enforcement Officers and ICE Agents on a daily basis," he said in a social media post. "They are just trying to do the job of MAKING AMERICA SAFE."
Trump's analysis was based on video of the fatal shooting, he said on Truth Social, where he shared distant footage of the incident that shows the woman's car moving toward the ICE agent who shot her. Clips circulating online do not show the minutes leading up to the encounter, establish the woman's intent or offer evidence of a coordinated operation.
His response underscored how quickly he moves to frame violent encounters through images and video, often ahead of official findings. Like millions of Americans, the president relied on piecemeal footage from witnesses in southern Minneapolis -- a phenomenon that has become the basis of how fatal police encounters are understood and contested in real time.
Unlike other viewers, however, Trump is the nation's most powerful political actor and oversees the agency involved. His administration has also aggressively expanded immigration enforcement, placing ICE agents in cities like Minneapolis and potentially giving his comments added weight as investigators review the encounter.
Democratic state and local officials, citing similar video, instead saw brazen ICE agents committing an act of violence they had long feared was inevitable in the Trump administration's crackdown on immigration.
"We have been warning for weeks that the Trump administration's dangerous operations are a threat to public safety, that someone was going to get hurt," Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz said at a news conference Wednesday afternoon. "Just yesterday, I said exactly that."

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey has called for ICE agents to leave the city. (Stephen Maturen/Getty Images)


Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey said the agent was "recklessly using power that resulted in somebody dying, getting killed" and called for ICE to "get the fuck out of Minneapolis."
Videos that surfaced immediately after the shooting show the woman's vehicle, a burgundy Honda Pilot SUV, stopped in the middle of the road across travel lanes with the driver's-side window rolled down. They do not show the events leading up to that moment, including any prior interaction between the woman and ICE agents.
Two ICE agents pulled up, exited their vehicle and approached the SUV. The vehicle then began to reverse, and one of the agents reached out and held on to the door handle, the videos show. As the SUV moved out of reverse and drove forward, a third ICE agent, positioned closer to the front of the car, quickly drew his service weapon and fired three times.
That third agent appears, in the video, to have been in front of the vehicle when it began advancing and to have been beside it by the time of the last shots.
Video footage shows the third agent walking around after the shooting, with no obvious signs of external injuries.
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said the ICE officer who fatally shot a driver was hit by the woman's car during an immigration-related operation and that the officer was treated for injuries.
"She hit him. He went to the hospital. A doctor did treat him. He has been released, but he's going to spend some time with his family," Noem told reporters.
Minneapolis Police Chief Brian O'Hara said at least two shots had been fired and the victim suffered a gunshot wound to the head and was pronounced dead at the hospital. An investigation is being conducted by the FBI and Minnesota's Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, he said.
The White House declined to provide further information about how the president came to his conclusions about the incident, other than pointing to the social media posts by Trump and the Department of Homeland Security. Neither entity publicly produced evidence to support that characterization.
Noem said Wednesday evening that the ICE agent "used his training to save his own life and that of his colleagues." She described the incident as "an attempt to kill or to cause bodily harm to agents" and an act of "domestic terrorism."
The department did not provide details to substantiate that claim.
Within hours, Vice President JD Vance and at least half a dozen GOP representatives and senators had amplified the Trump administration's version of events -- expressing their support for ICE agents and blaming Democratic cities for cultivating a culture dangerous to law enforcement.
Vance on X called the woman's death "a tragedy of her own making," adding in a separate post: "I want every ICE officer to know that their president, vice president, and the entire administration stands behind them."
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said there will be a full investigation into the incident and sought to blame it on rhetoric against law enforcement.
"It appears to us ... that the driver of the vehicle weaponized that vehicle against law enforcement officers and against bystanders. It was a dangerous situation. People make snap judgments in those situations, and it's a really sad outcome," Johnson told reporters at the Capitol on Wednesday.
On Thursday morning, Vance continued to defend the officer involved in Wednesday's incident, writing on X that Democratic politicians "should be asked a simple question: Do you think this officer was wrong in defending his life against a deranged leftist who tried to run him over?" And in another lengthy online post, the vice president wrote that the officer "was doing his job" and that responsibility falls on the woman who was shot "and all of the radicals who teach people that immigration is the one type of law that rioters are allowed to interfere with."
Some right-wing commentators called for the Democratic leaders to be removed from office or arrested, or said  they're aiding domestic terrorism or sedition.
Democrats, meanwhile, accused the Trump administration of lying to the American people as activists nationwide began to organize demonstrations against ICE.
"Homeland Security's description of what happened and the narrative they're pushing clearly doesn't match up with the videos we're all seeing," Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minnesota) said on X. "They're asking people not to believe what we can all see with our own eyes."
Walz, writing in response to a Department of Homeland Security post on X, said: "I've seen the video. Don't believe this propaganda machine. The state will ensure there is a full, fair, and expeditious investigation to ensure accountability and justice."
By the time the sun set Wednesday, clips of the fatal shooting had been viewed hundreds of thousands of times, as Americans tried to determine for themselves whom to blame.
Jonathan Baran in San Francisco and Brianna Tucker, Ence Morse and Maegan Vazquez in Washington contributed to this report.
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White House
House GOP prioritizes Trump's changes to showerheads
President Donald Trump has made no secret of his distaste for low-pressure showers.

House Republicans are seeking to codify President Donald Trump's efforts to relax the limits on water flow from showerheads. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, JM Rieger | 2026-01-08
House Republicans are hoping to soon deliver a win for President Donald Trump's agenda -- or at least his hair -- by voting to codify his long-desired showerhead changes into law, one of their top priorities of the new session.
The Shower Act, written by Rep. Russell Fry (R-South Carolina), is poised to be the first bill passed by the House this year, with support expected to fall largely along partisan lines. The legislation, which draws on Trump's executive order last year to "make America's showers great again," would increase how much water could be used in a shower by redefining federal standards around showerheads and allowing multiple nozzles. Supporters say the change would improve water pressure and loosen government regulation; critics say it would weaken energy-efficiency rules and increase household utility costs.
The bill reflects Republicans' continued eagerness to align with Trump's governing priorities, allowing even small regulatory changes to flow quickly to the top of the agenda. Trump has repeatedly spoken about his desire for more powerful showers, invoking his struggles with lackluster water pressure and the effect on his signature hairstyle.

For years, President Donald Trump has complained about water pressure standards in household appliances. Now Congress is poised to act.


Republicans' legislation is designed to roll back Washington's "senseless regulations," Fry said in an interview Wednesday, taking aim at energy-efficiency measures enacted by past Democratic administrations. He also said that his bill -- which some Democratic lawmakers and staff privately concede has bipartisan appeal -- is driven by common sense, not politics.
"People like showers. They don't like drizzles," Fry said. He said he had not spoken to Trump about the bill, which does not yet have a companion measure in the Senate.
White House officials said they supported the bill, praising congressional Republicans' efforts to codify the president's agenda. Lawmakers had anticipated a vote on the bill Thursday before congressional leadership bumped it to next week, amid Democrats' fight to force a vote on Affordable Care Act subsidies.
Democrats mocked the showerhead legislation in the run-up to the planned vote, questioning why Republicans were prioritizing the bill while other, more pressing issues remained stuck in the pipeline. More important, they say, is the still-simmering fight over health care legislation after ACA subsidies expired last year and consumers' premiums have risen steeply. They also said that the measure underscored a disconnect between Trump's public promises to focus on affordability and the issues Republicans have chosen to elevate early in the session.
"People still can't afford rent, groceries are going up, and we're back in the Rules Committee debating showerheads," Rep. Jim McGovern (Massachusetts), the top Democrat on the committee, said at a hearing Tuesday night. "I mean, this is beyond stupid."
The federal showerhead standards were adopted in the early 1990s under a bipartisan energy law to conserve water and energy, lower household utility costs and ease strain on water systems. Manufacturers have not pushed for legislation to redefine showerheads, and some analysts have said the effect on the average American would be limited.
"There is no consumer need for this change," the Appliance Standards Awareness Project, an energy conservation advocacy group, wrote in a fact sheet published Wednesday.
Lawmakers also debated the bill on the House floor Wednesday night, with discussion quickly spilling into a proxy debate on the ACA, as they traded barbs about health care legislation, the two parties' approach to regulation and the effect on average Americans.
"They say, 'Oh, you're worried about showerheads.' We're worried about the working man," Rep. Michael A. Rulli (R-Ohio) said Wednesday, arguing that Democrats' focus on energy efficiency ignored quality-of-life issues, like when lower-income Americans visit motels with low-pressure showers. "The working man cannot even enjoy his daily life. That's what they have missed," he said, flanked by a poster board reading "Let freedom flow and regulation go."
Rep. Melanie Stansbury (D-New Mexico) poured cold water on those claims -- saying that Republicans' legislation was aimed at placating Trump by improving "rich people showers" -- and contrasted the GOP's focus on the bill with Democrats' efforts to force a vote Wednesday on ACA subsidies.
"You have to understand, Mr. Speaker, how absolutely inane and bizarre it is to come to the floor at 7 p.m. for the first real bill of this Congress this year and have it be on showerheads," Stansbury said.
"It's fascinating to me, Mr. Speaker, to hear the impassioned pleas for regular working people to take high-pressure showers in motels because that's not why Donald Trump signed an executive order on this issue," Stansbury added. "No, Donald Trump likes his big fancy showers with multiple heads. We're talking about rich people showers."
Trump's interest in the government's water pressure rules dates back to his first term as president, when he repeatedly complained that the water flow in showers, sinks and other appliances had grown too weak because of Democratic rules intended to increase energy efficiency. Trump's Energy Department instituted a rule that increased how much water could be used in a shower by allowing multiple nozzles to carry equal amounts of water at once, but the Biden administration reversed the move, prompting Trump to take up the issue again last year.
"The water is dripping out, and that's no good for me. ... I like that hair nice and wet," Trump said in July at a Florida roundtable, prompting laughter. "You have to stand in the shower for 20 minutes before you get the soap out of your hair. ... It sounds funny, but it's really not. It's horrible."
Democrats counter that the unintended consequences of the legislation would dampen Americans' enthusiasm.
"This bill allows the Trump administration to reinforce, essentially, his legacy of waste because he thinks it's okay to waste water and waste energy," Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (New Jersey), the top Democrat on the House Energy and Commerce Committee, said Tuesday. "I don't think the Republicans care that this bill will result in higher utility bills for American consumers. They only care about pleasing the president."
Liz Goodwin and Anna Liss-Roy contributed to this report.
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Politics
Republicans push back on White House military threat toward Greenland
Some GOP lawmakers warned that using force to seize the territory could fracture NATO, while others sought to downplay the possibility for such an attack.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) during a news conference at Republican National Committee headquarters in Washington on Dec. 2. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Noah Robertson, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-08
Many Republicans are downplaying the Trump administration's threat to use military force to seize Greenland, while some GOP lawmakers denounce what they say would be a senseless attack on a longtime U.S. partner that could splinter the NATO alliance.
"I don't think anybody's seriously considering that," House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said of a potential military annexation of the territory, while speaking with reporters Wednesday. "In the Congress, we're certainly not."
On Tuesday, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) also dismissed the possibility, saying he did not "see military action being an option there."
Other GOP lawmakers have been more openly critical. In a statement, Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), the GOP chair of the Senate panel on defense spending, called the administration's comments "unseemly" and "counterproductive," warning that any military action would be "an especially catastrophic act of strategic self-harm to America and its global influence."

As President Donald Trump escalates his threats to acquire Greenland, an autonomous territory of Denmark, a NATO ally, lawmakers on Capitol Hill are reacting.


Their comments came days after Stephen Miller, a White House deputy chief of staff, told CNN that Greenland should "obviously" be part of the United States in the wake of a daring U.S. military raid to capture Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
The White House said in a statement Tuesday that the administration was considering "a range of options" to acquire Greenland and that "utilizing the U.S. military is always an option" for the president.
The split between leadership in the GOP-controlled Congress and the White House underscores the tensions in the party over the president's military adventurism. Even as most Republicans have backed Trump's military strikes around the world -- including in Yemen, Iran and Venezuela -- threatening a NATO ally is going too far, some lawmakers warn.
GOP lawmakers have largely framed President Donald Trump's threats to seize the island as a negotiating tactic, but that position is becoming more tenuous as senior officials affirm military force as an option and the administration intervenes in foreign countries elsewhere.
Greenland is an autonomous territory of Denmark, a U.S. ally and NATO member. The administration's veiled warnings have prompted outcry from other European allies·, many of whom see military action against the island as a red line in their relations with Washington.
While many Republican members of Congress cast doubt on the possibility that the administration would forcibly annex Greenland, others sharply criticized the vague threats coming from the highest levels of the White House.
"I'm sick of stupid," Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who co-chairs a Senate panel on NATO, said in a restive floor speech Wednesday. "The amateurs who said it was a good idea should lose their jobs," he continued, referencing Miller's comments Monday.
During a classified briefing with select lawmakers Monday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio indicated that the president's goal was to purchase the territory -- an overture Denmark has repeatedly dismissed. Speaking with reporters Wednesday after appearing at a closed-door meeting with the full Senate, Rubio said he would meet with the Danish government next week to discuss the topic and didn't address whether the administration would consider using military force.
Rubio, who also serves as the White House national security adviser, said his comments Monday were an attempt to remind lawmakers of Trump's long-standing goal of purchasing the island.
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who co-chairs the Senate Arctic Caucus, said in a statement that she hoped the administration's "rhetoric on Greenland is nothing more than posturing for a new era of cooperation." Forcibly annexing the territory, she warned, would "degrade both our national security and our international relationships."
In a press briefing Wednesday, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt declined to take military action off the table when pressed by reporters on the administration's policy toward Greenland. Leavitt said that the president's "first option" was to acquire the territory through diplomacy -- though she raised the comparisons of Iran and Venezuela, both of which became targets of U.S. military force after initial high-level dialogues.
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) said he was unaware of a single Senate Republican who supports taking military action against the territory.
While Paul is not opposed to the United States buying Greenland, he said he thought it was a mistake to muse about taking it by force.
"It's loose talk. It's from people like Stephen Miller, who also ruminated about getting rid of habeas corpus," Paul said, referring to the requirement that a person under arrest be brought before a judge. "That kind of stuff should be condemned."
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) said he expected senators to introduce war powers resolutions to block the administration from attacking Greenland and other territories, though he said he was unsure if such a measure would pass.
"If we have a vote on Greenland and there hasn't been any military action taken, I can see a lot of folks who don't want to buck Donald Trump saying, 'Oh, nothing's going to happen, it was a bluff,'" Kaine told reporters. "And I'll say, 'Yeah, but you said that about Venezuela, and it wasn't a bluff.'"
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Politics
Cracks in Democrats' Venezuela response reveal foreign policy muddle
The party has split into two camps in response to President Donald Trump's actions as the administration signals plans for prolonged control of the country.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has been cautious about his statements on the U.S. operation in Venezuela. (Ethan Swope/AP)


By Liz Goodwin, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2026-01-08
In the days following the Donald Trump-ordered toppling of Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela, Democratic critics largely fell into two camps.
Many elected leaders and potential presidential candidates offered full-throated condemnations, accusing Trump of brazenly breaking international law by seizing the leader of another country. A second group, led by California Gov. Gavin Newsom, was more cautious, taking pains to denounce Maduro while warning that a long-term engagement in the country could prove disastrous.
The crack is symptomatic of a deeper uncertainty that has bedeviled the party for more than a decade, as Democrats struggle to counter an "America First" movement that has scrambled the country's traditional foreign policy divisions.
"We really have to reassert ourselves in terms of what our foreign policy credentials are as a party," said Sen. Ruben Gallego (Arizona), a potential 2028 contender. "And the one area we need to get back into is that the U.S. is a stabilizer in the world, not the rogue nation being led by Donald Trump right now."
Since Trump began dismissing foreign policy experts and upending alliances, he has pushed Democrats into defending the foreign policy establishment. They have at times sought kinship with disaffected Republican hawks while trying to prevent what they argue would be catastrophic long-term consequences from Trump's approach. And they have wrestled with even older demons from the George W. Bush era, when they debated whether withholding support for wars in Iraq and Afghanistan would make them look weak or unpatriotic.
In the meantime, internal divisions have festered, including a struggle over support for Israel that threatens to persist through the 2028 election.

Sen. Ruben Gallego (Arizona), center, says the Democratic Party needs to be more cohesive on foreign policy. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Gallego blamed the lack of a cohesive foreign policy on the coronavirus pandemic, which consumed the end of Trump's first term and much of President Joe Biden's first two years in office. He also said Democrats have been bogged down in a two-year debate over U.S. military aid to Israel after Biden's unflinching support of the country divided the party.
"Standing on principle, especially when it comes to these very thorny issues, and being very clear will always be more popular than an ambiguous, process-oriented position," he said.
Several other prospective presidential candidates have embodied that stance as it relates to Venezuela, including Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, who denounced "regime change wars" in a local radio interview, and Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, who said "unconstitutional military action" would put "our troops in harm's way with no long-term strategy."
But one of the leading prospective 2028 candidates, Newsom, issued a more tempered statement after last weekend's Venezuela raid.
"Maduro is a thug and a criminal," he said. "But Donald Trump proposing to 'run' Venezuela without a coherent long-term plan beyond an oil grab is dangerous for America. The path forward must be democracy, human rights, and stability."
Energy Secretary Chris Wright said Wednesday that the Trump administration will take control of all existing flows of oil from Venezuela for the foreseeable future, and Trump told the New York Times the same day that the U.S. would be running Venezuela for years.
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, another potential presidential 2028 candidate, went even further, calling the raid "a moment to celebrate" before expressing concern about Venezuela's future.

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) called the raid in Venezuela "a moment to celebrate." (Chet Strange/For The Washington Post)


Rahm Emanuel, a former Obama chief of staff who is also mulling a 2028 run, said the party should leave the nitty-gritty policy fights to the think tanks and instead argue that Trump "is fixated on Venezuela. We are fixated on Virginia" to appeal to voters concerned about the economy.
Some liberals criticized Newsom in particular for not explicitly condemning Trump's decision to arrest and extradite Maduro using military force.
"That's the message that Democrats lost with in 2004," said Matt Duss, executive vice president at the Center for International Policy think tank and a former foreign policy adviser to Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont). Sen. John F. Kerry (Massachusetts) ran against Bush that year. Kerry had voted for the Iraq War, complicating his ability to criticize Bush for it.
"It's not a good idea that was executed poorly -- it was a bad idea," Duss said of the raid.
Many Democrats, however, are "nervous about looking weak" on foreign policy, said Michael O'Hanlon, a foreign policy expert at the liberal-leaning Brookings Institution. That has made them cautious in general.
Republicans have used national security as a cudgel against Democratic presidential candidates for decades. "They don't want to get burned on national security," O'Hanlon said.
The Venezuela issue is particularly tricky, because many Democrats do not want to be seen as defending a dictator by objecting to the operation itself. Some in the party are also worried that any focus on foreign policy will distract from their critiques of Trump's management of the economy, which proved effective in several off-year and special elections last year.
There is also a broader hesitation to criticize a U.S. military operation.
"The opposition party is very leery right after a military operation of saying anything, because they worry they'll look unpatriotic, they'll be attacked or they'll look like they don't care about national security," said Julian Zelizer, a presidential historian at Princeton University. "And they're waiting to see what happens, because, ultimately, the president will receive the blame for any issues that emerge."
Just 11 percent of Democrats said they supported the strike in a recent Reuters poll, and more than 70 percent of Americans overall said they were concerned that the U.S. could get too involved in Venezuela. Overall, Americans were about evenly divided on the strike, with about a third supporting it, a third opposing it and a third not having an opinion.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) criticized the Trump administration for bypassing Congress but also condemned Nicolas Maduro. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Democrats representing states and districts with sizable Venezuelan American populations were especially clear in their approval of Maduro's ouster.
"The capture of the brutal, illegitimate ruler of Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, who oppressed Venezuela's people, is welcome news for my friends and neighbors who fled his violent, lawless, and disastrous rule," Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (Florida) said in a statement. She criticized the administration for bypassing its obligation to consult Congress about the action, however, and for seeming to support the continuation of the Maduro regime through Maduro's vice president, Delcy Rodriguez.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (New York) initially criticized Trump for bypassing Congress in a statement that also condemned Maduro. This week, he told reporters that Maduro "oppressed" and "decimated" his country, but "the overwhelming majority of Americans do not support another failed foreign war putting our men and women in uniform at risk."
The Democratic Party has often ping-ponged between being anti-war and more hawkish, reacting to the success or failure of the most recent war. Many Democrats were staunchly anti-war after Vietnam, and most voted against the 1991 authorization for the Persian Gulf War under President George H.W. Bush. That brief entanglement was later branded a success, a fact that hung over Democrats as many voted to authorize the war in Iraq in 2002. Most Democratic senators backed that vote, including Kerry and Hillary Clinton. They were haunted by those votes when public sentiment turned against the Iraq War and they later ran for president.
"Two people ran thinking they needed to show they were going to be strong commanders in chief in my recent lifetime -- John F. Kerry and Hillary Clinton. And they both didn't become president," said Rep. Ro Khanna (California), a potential 2028 candidate who has urged all 2028 Democratic contenders to take a strong position against the raid.

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) has taken a strong position against the U.S. strike on Venezuela. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Instead, Barack Obama won the election in 2008 on an anti-war message. He later committed even more U.S. troops to Afghanistan. Trump and later Biden both campaigned on withdrawing those troops.
Some Democrats became more hawkish in reaction to Trump's attacks on the U.S. intelligence community in his first term, when he railed against an investigation of Russia's interference in the 2016 election. The threat of Russia -- once dismissed by Obama as a relic of the Cold War -- became central to Democratic rhetoric.
Trump's "America First" platform appealed to some left-wing anti-war voters in 2016 and 2024, and Trump's stepped-up use of military force in Venezuela and elsewhere may provide an opportunity for Democrats to win them back, Duss said.
"There's a huge opportunity here for a Democrat to offer a really robust vision for America's role in the world," Duss said.
Juan Gonzalez, a former senior White House official on Latin America under Biden, said Democrats' message will become clearer if the situation inside Venezuela continues to deteriorate.
"The Democrats will continue to find their voice as this administration completely runs into a wall on Venezuela," Gonzalez said. "Democrats traditionally tend to be very process-oriented. They want the international system to work, and we want to reduce this idea of American exceptionalism."
But he said Trump's brazen displays of American strength in Venezuela and elsewhere have inspired debates in some Democratic circles about whether the party should embrace a more muscular vision of U.S. foreign policy.
"What Trump reminds us in a bad way is that the United States can be a ruthless international actor," he said. "Sometimes we need to do that -- but the way Trump employs that backfires."
Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Federal judge demands Halligan explain why she's still listed as U.S. attorney
It is the most direct challenge yet to Halligan's continued presence in the role since another judge dismissed an indictment against Comey, finding her appointment unconstitutional.

FILE -- Lindsey Halligan, outside of the White House, Aug. 20, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


By Steve Thompson | 2026-01-08
A federal judge this week ordered Lindsey Halligan, a former personal lawyer for President Donald Trump whom he installed as interim U.S. attorney in Virginia, to explain why she continues to say in court filings that she is still in that role despite another judge's ruling that her appointment was unconstitutional.
"Ms. Halligan shall further explain why her identification does not constitute a false or misleading statement," U.S. District Judge David Novak, whom Trump nominated to the bench in 2019, wrote in Richmond. The president appointed Halligan as interim U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia in September.
Novak's order on Tuesday, which cites Virginia's Rules of Professional Conduct, represents the most direct challenge yet to Halligan's continued presence in the role since a judge in November dismissed a Justice Department indictment against former FBI director James B. Comey on the grounds that her appointment was illegal and that she had no authority as a prosecutor when she presented the case to a grand jury.
The order came in the case of a man indicted last month on charges of carjacking and attempted bank robbery. Government filings in the case, as in other cases, have kept listing Halligan in their signature blocks as "United States Attorney & Special United States Attorney."
Noting that his order was on his "own initiative," rather than in response to any motion by litigants in the case, Novak said the ruling in the Comey case that found Halligan's appointment unconstitutional "remains the binding precedent in this district and is not subject to being ignored."
The ruling in the Comey case, by U.S. District Judge Cameron McGowan Currie, found that because Halligan's predecessor had served the legal limit of 120 days as interim U.S. attorney without Senate confirmation, the administration could not make another interim appointment. The Justice Department has appealed, but Novak said Currie's order remains in effect in the meantime.
Novak instructed the government to file a response, signed by Halligan, within seven days of his order.
Halligan's office did not respond to a request for comment on Wednesday. Attorney General Pam Bondi and her chief deputy, Todd Blanche, last month lashed out at federal judges in Virginia, accusing them of waging an "unconscionable campaign of bias and hostility" against Halligan.
"Lindsey and our attorneys are simply doing their jobs: advocating for the Department of Justice's positions while following guidance from the Office of Legal Counsel," their statement said. "They do not deserve to have their reputations questioned in court for ethically advocating on behalf of their client."
Though Novak's order marks the strongest pushback yet against the continued naming of Halligan as U.S. attorney, it is not the first by judges in Virginia's Eastern District. Last month, U.S. District Judge Michael S. Nachmanoff said in court that he found it "difficult to reconcile" Halligan's continued use of the title with a ruling that "clearly found" her disqualified to assume it.
Nachmanoff's remark came in a case involving the illegal reentry of a deported Honduran man. The judge found that, though the listing of Halligan as U.S. attorney didn't substantively affect the case, government lawyers "have a responsibility to submit pleadings that are in conformity with the rules of the court." He granted a motion from the man's attorneys to strike Halligan and her title from pleadings in the case.
Another judge similarly struck Halligan's name from court filings in a case last month against a man accused of drunken driving. In that case, U.S. Magistrate William Fitzpatrick said: "The law in this district right now is that she is not and has not been the United States Attorney."
Halligan, a former insurance lawyer, served as a personal lawyer for Trump in the case that special counsel Jack Smith brought against him over his alleged mishandling of classified documents, which was ultimately dismissed. She had no prosecutorial experience when Trump installed her in September to go after his political enemies as the Eastern District's top prosecutor after forcing out his own pick for U.S. attorney there, Erik S. Siebert. Siebert had refused to indict Comey and another of Trump's targets, New York Attorney General Letitia James.
Halligan promptly secured indictments against Comey and James, but Currie's ruling tossed them out.
Halligan's nomination for a full term as U.S. attorney is pending before the Senate Judiciary Committee, but it is not likely to move forward because it lacks support from Virginia's two senators -- Mark R. Warner and Tim Kaine, both Democrats.
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Politics
Rep. Steny Hoyer to retire, ending storied career in elected office
Maryland's longest-serving member of Congress won't seek reelection after having spent two decades as the No. 2 House Democrat.

Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Maryland) greets people at the State House in Annapolis, as lawmakers convene for a legislative session in 2025. (Jonathan Newton/For The Washington Post) 


By Paul Kane | 2026-01-08
Rep. Steny H. Hoyer announced Thursday he will not run for reelection and will end a nearly six-decade career in elected office that spanned his rising-star days in Maryland government to a two-decade run as the No. 2 U.S. House Democrat.
Hoyer, the third-longest-serving member of the House, said he reached the decision over the holidays with his family, feeling content with a career that never brought the brass ring of the House speaker's gavel but put him at the center of this century's biggest debates.
"At this young age, it's probably premature," the 86-year-old joked in a two-hour interview Tuesday at his sprawling home on the Patuxent River in St. Mary's County.
Now three years out of leadership, Hoyer remains an active legislator but feared ending up like many other elderly lawmakers, becoming physically or mentally frail in their final days in office.
"I did not want to be one of those members who clearly stayed, outstayed his or her ability to do the job," said Hoyer.
He delivered a formal announcement in a House floor speech Thursday morning, with dozens of colleagues from both sides of the aisle on hand to cheer.
In his remarks, Hoyer made clear he was not like the more than 40 other House members who, largely fed up with Congress, are running for other offices or retiring. Hoyer said he still loves the institution, while recognizing that his style of extending a courteous hand to the political opposition is outdated.
Hoyer spent decades on the Appropriations Committee, helping to pour billions of dollars into a congressional district that begins just a few miles east of the Capitol. But Hoyer's final years on the panel have seen it snarled in partisan gridlock.
In the Tuesday interview, Hoyer said his constituents, more reliant on the federal government than most, ask when Congress will work in a more functional way, a question that Hoyer puts back on those voters.
"As long as the people of America elect angry, confrontational people, don't be surprised that democracy works and you get an angry, confrontational Congress," Hoyer said.
Hoyer said American politics are in a state of decades-long deterioration. But he blamed President Donald Trump for making bipartisan comity harder than ever, pointing out the pardons of those convicted for the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol attack during his interview with The Washington Post, which took place on the fifth anniversary of the insurrection.
"His greatest strength, he has no shame, does not," Hoyer said of Trump. "And his people don't care whatever he does, pardoning 1,600 people who committed treason. Just astounding, and then he gets away with it."
Hoyer will go down in history behind only Leslie C. Arends (R-Illinois) for length of leadership service in the No. 2 post for a House caucus without ever getting promoted to the top spot. From the early 1940s until 1974, Arends totaled almost 30 years as the GOP's first deputy.
Hoyer's list of legislative accomplishments is long -- including authoring the Americans With Disabilities Act and the election law responding to the disputed 2000 presidential race -- but his biggest contribution may have been serving as a cooling agent when partisan temperatures ran hot in the raucous House.
Many Republicans viewed him as an honest broker and a lighter touch than Rep. Nancy Pelosi (California), who led the caucus for the 20 years Hoyer served as her deputy.
In his Thursday speech, Hoyer lamented the decay of bipartisan relationships and a House that produces less legislation than in years past.
"I am deeply concerned that this House is not living up to the Founders' goals," Hoyer told his colleagues. "I urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to examine their conscience, renew their courage." 
Hoyer lost a 2001 race for minority whip to Pelosi, a contest that highlighted the party's pivot away from the South and Midwest and toward the more professional class of voters along the coasts. When Pelosi took charge in January 2003, the caucus unanimously elected Hoyer as her top lieutenant.
Hoyer said he understands why "tough-as-nails" Pelosi remained leader so long, calling her the best of 10 speakers he served under in nearly 45 years in the House.
"Sure, I would have loved to have been speaker. Who wouldn't love to be speaker? But they're not deep regrets," he said in the interview.
Hoyer and Pelosi, along with Rep. James E. Clyburn (South Carolina), are together linked for their historically long runs as the top three lawmakers running the caucus. They notched victories such as the 2008 financial rescue, the 2010 Affordable Care Act and several trillion dollars worth of pandemic relief this decade.
When Republicans won the House majority in the 2022 midterms, all three decided to step down and let a younger generation take the reins of the caucus. Pelosi announced in November that she will not run for reelection, while Clyburn has so far signaled he will run again.
"Ironically, Nancy, Jim and I have not talked about any one of our actions or any one of our retirements. So I haven't talked to Nancy. I haven't talked to Jim," Hoyer said.
Pelosi, 85, and Hoyer are retiring as their party is still in a heated debate over whether its elder statesmen have stayed too long in Washington, particularly after President Joe Biden's late exit from the 2024 presidential campaign.
Hoyer's wife, Elaine C. Kamarck, a Brookings Institution political scholar, dubbed the trio of Pelosi, Hoyer and Clyburn as "super-agers" for their ability to effectively run the Democratic caucus while in their 80s, but Hoyer is conscious of passing the baton to the next generation.
Pelosi, Hoyer and Clyburn carved out different responsibilities and represented a new, diverse 21st-century caucus: a liberal woman from California's tech center; a White man with close ties to the shrinking ranks of Democrats from the South and Midwest; and the highest-ranking Black member of Congress.
Hoyer said he considers passage of the Affordable Care Act a prototype for when their leadership style worked. Pelosi -- who has "a spine of steel," he said -- led the effort and had the bona fides to tell liberals what the best deal possible was. Hoyer served as sounding board for dozens of Democrats in competitive districts worried about their 2010 elections.
"A number of people would say I played an important part in bringing along people who had concerns about it from their district's standpoint," he said.
Democrats lost a stunning 63 seats in those midterms and spent eight subsequent years in the minority, leading some to question whether new, younger leadership was needed.
Pelosi and Hoyer have had a sometimes strained relationship -- dating at least to the late 1990s when they began a several-year campaign against one another for a leadership post -- but the caucus seemingly wanted that balance.
"We were put together by the caucus," Hoyer said. "And what I mean by that, Nancy was elected, I was elected and Clyburn was elected. We weren't elected as a team." 
The current House Democratic leadership team -- Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (New York), Minority Whip Katherine Clark (Massachusetts) and Rep. Pete Aguilar (California) -- effectively ran together three years ago trying to replicate the ideological and diverse balance of the old team.
Hoyer had not yet drawn a top primary challenge in his congressional district, but his exit will undoubtedly prompt many younger Maryland politicians to consider running in a race where Hoyer said he will not make an early endorsement.
His early endorsement of Wes Moore, helped elevate the then-long-shot candidate to victory in the 2022 Maryland governor's race. Now running for reelection at 47, Moore is mentioned as a future presidential candidate -- a campaign Hoyer said he hopes to play a role in.
"His true genius resides not simply in the grand American story he has helped to write, but in the many quiet moments of service and support he has given," Moore said in a statement.
A vast majority of House members have no idea Hoyer's first image in politics was as a young man in a hurry. Just 27 when he took office in the Maryland state Senate in 1967, Hoyer became the chamber's president at 35 and plotted a run for governor in 1978, with his ultimate ambition being the U.S. Senate.
"I was a little ahead of myself," he recalled Tuesday. He eventually accepted a spot as lieutenant governor candidate on a ticket that lost the party nomination badly.
His start in politics was launched when, as an undergraduate at the University of Maryland, he attended a campus rally for Sen. John F. Kennedy's presidential campaign in 1960.
Following a file clerk job at the Central Intelligence Agency, Hoyer began working for Rep. Daniel Brewster (Maryland), would move with him to the Senate in 1963 and meet a young Pelosi as a co-worker.
In 1981, after the local congresswoman suffered a heart attack and fell into a coma, Hoyer narrowly won a crowded primary and was on his way up the ladder in the U.S. House.
The family of his first wife bought land in St. Mary's County on the Patuxent in 1989, and the Hoyers built their getaway home well outside his district.
The 1992 redistricting brought this rural territory into Hoyer's 5th Congressional District, and the couple turned it into a permanent home. An educator in Prince George's County schools, Judith Hoyer died in 1997 and the congressman passed legislation creating "Judy Centers" for early-childhood programs.
The home, dubbed "Hoyer's Point of View," hosted his wedding to Kamarck in 2023. A proud Dane who's looked out for Nordic interests on the Helsinki Commission, Hoyer flies the flag of Denmark alongside those of Maryland and the U.S.
Hoyer said he's not sure how he will handle life outside elective politics, but he has a ready answer when people ask him about Congress.
"How do we make this better?" he said. "You do. You're a voter. You send the right people there, it'll get better." 
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Military
U.S. reduces number of warships near Venezuela after Maduro raid
The USS Iwo Jima and the USS San Antonio have been relocated to waters north of Cuba, and the Air Force also has withdrawn some aircraft from the region.

The USS Iwo Jima, an amphibious assault ship, near Trondheim, Norway, in 2018. (Jonathan Nackstrand/AFP/Getty Images)


By Dan Lamothe | 2026-01-07
The fleet of U.S. warships assembled in the Caribbean Sea during the run-up to Saturday's capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has begun to thin, officials said Wednesday, though the Trump administration is expected to continue military operations in the region.
The shift includes the relocation of the USS Iwo Jima and the USS San Antonio to waters north of Cuba in the Atlantic Ocean, defense officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the movements. At least one of the vessels could return to its home port in Norfolk in coming weeks, one official said. The vessels remain assigned to U.S. Southern Command, which oversees military operations in much of Latin America, and could be moved into the Caribbean again if required, a second official said.
The moves reduce the number of U.S. troops in the Caribbean by a few thousand, to roughly 12,000, and come as it remains unclear whether President Donald Trump will deploy any ground forces to Venezuela to stabilize security there. He has left the door open to the possibility, while officials say that any such deployment would be temporary and focused on protecting oil infrastructure.
Still, the vessels' shift to the Atlantic underscores that their principal mission has been completed and indicates that the Trump administration may rein in the number of ships it keeps in the region as it balances multiple national security priorities.
Select Air Force assets -- including Special Operations CV-22 aircraft used for combat search and rescue and MC-130s needed for aerial refueling -- also have departed, a third U.S. official said. Both airframes were used to support the Maduro raid, that official said.
Spokespeople for U.S. Southern Command and the Pentagon did not respond to requests for comment.

Air Force CV-22B Osprey aircraft are parked at Rafael Hernandez Airport in Puerto Rico in late December. (Eva Marie Uzcategui/Reuters)


The naval buildup began over the summer, with a three-ship task force led by the Iwo Jima among the first to be dispatched. The vessel, carrying Marines from the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit, deployed with the San Antonio and the USS Fort Lauderdale, which was still in the Caribbean as of Wednesday.
The buildup expanded significantly in October, when Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered the aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford and several associated warships to redeploy from European waters to the Caribbean.
Last month, as he urged Maduro to leave, Trump also announced a blockade of all oil tankers under sanctions entering or leaving Venezuela, and falsely claimed in a social media post that Venezuela was "completely surrounded by the largest Armada ever assembled in the History of South America." U.S. forces have since interdicted a handful of tankers, including two on Wednesday·.
While Pentagon officials have not provided a full accounting of how its ships were used in the Maduro raid, comments from Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, revealed that both the Ford and Iwo Jima played key roles.
Caine, speaking at a news conference alongside Trump and other top national security advisers, said the operation included 150 aircraft launched from 20 different locations, including some at sea. Among the fighter jets involved were F-18s and EA-18s, Caine said. Both are deployed aboard the Ford.
After Maduro was captured by members of the Army's elite Delta Force, he was brought by helicopter to the Iwo Jima. Later in the day, he was flown to New York, ahead of his arraignment Monday on narco-trafficking charges.
Tara Copp contributed to this report.
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Unraveling
Michael Ramirez cartoon on protests in Iran and Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2026-01-08

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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The Checkup With Dr. Wen
What we know and don't know about medical cannabis use
Some patients are convinced cannabis helps them. Here's how doctors can guide their care.

Marijuana buds are shown at Huron View Provisioning in Ann Arbor, Mich. (Paul Sancya/AP)


By Leana Wen | 2026-01-08
You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
"The only thing that relieves the pain is cannabis." That message came from Jeffrey from Virginia, who is still experiencing debilitating pain from a car accident about 10 years ago. Like many others, he took issue with my recent column on a study showing the current evidence does not support cannabis as a treatment for most medical uses. Sandy from Massachusetts similarly reached out to say that the drug has been a "lifesaver" in addressing her fibromyalgia.
I spoke with Michael Hsu, a psychiatrist at the University of California at Los Angeles and the lead author of a JAMA paper on cannabis's benefits and harms, to better understand how he reconciles his research with these patient anecdotes.
"There is a gap between what science can confidently tell us and what patients are experiencing in their day-to-day lives," he told me. That gap doesn't mean that patients are wrong or that the data are flawed; rather, clinicians need to listen carefully to patient experiences while also being transparent about what the research shows.
Hsu cautions that while cannabis may provide symptom relief for some conditions, it could be temporary if the underlying cause is not addressed. For instance, someone with back pain may be using cannabis instead of pursuing physical therapy. Or someone may be self-medicating for depression while forgoing antidepressants and behavioral therapy. "In certain cases, it can even worsen symptoms or make it harder for patients to fully engage in treatments," he said.
How doctors advise patients on cannabis should depend on their age and medical situation. Multiple readers shared accounts in which they or their loved ones with terminal cancer found pain relief or mood improvement from cannabis products. The risk-benefit analysis for people receiving palliative and end-of-life care is very different from, say, that of a college student with insomnia or a pregnant woman with anxiety.
I also heard from many readers who claim that they have used cannabis for decades and never experienced negative effects. Joe from Maryland dismissed cannabis use disorder as a "made-up disease."
"Honestly, I don't know a single person who's addicted to weed," he wrote. "I probably know 200 people who smoke or take edibles every day."
Kevin P. Hill, an addiction psychiatrist and associate professor at Harvard Medical School, told me that patients often don't have insight into whether their cannabis use is problematic. "It's very rare that someone's going to call me up and say, 'hey doc, I'm worried that my cannabis use is out of control,'" he said.
More often, it's a spouse or employer pushing them to seek treatment. When patients do start talking with a clinician, they may describe repeated failed attempts to cut back or quit. They notice that their anxiety spikes without the drug or that they can't sleep and develop strong cravings. Some realize they are showing up late or calling out sick because they feel they need to use cannabis. Others say they are missing school pickups, zoning out during family time or structuring their day around when they can get high.
Though there are no approved medications for cannabis use disorder, a range of treatments can help, including cognitive behavioral therapy and some off-label medications. The situation becomes more complicated when people use cannabis because they believe it relieves specific symptoms. In those cases, Hsu works with patients to clarify their goals, which are not necessarily for quitting outright but to feel better and function more reliably in their daily lives.
"I try to come alongside and work with them in that goal," he said. This often means tapering from high-potency cannabis to lower-dose products and managing withdrawal symptoms as they arise. Eventually, many patients are able to stop altogether, replacing cannabis with treatments that more directly address the underlying condition they were trying to manage in the first place.
Some patients will not want to stop using cannabis altogether. In those cases, physicians I spoke with recommend a harm reduction approach that focuses on lowering risks. That can mean avoiding cannabis in combination with alcohol or benzodiazepines, which can dangerously increase sedation, and being mindful of interactions with other medications. Switching to lower-potency products also helps here, since side effects and risks tend to rise with dose. And just as with alcohol, cannabis and driving should never mix.
"We're not trying to tell people that they can't do what they want to do, but we don't want them to do things that are hurting other people," Hill said.
Both physicians also stressed the need for more clinician education. In one study, only about a third of clinicians said they felt confident talking with patients about medical cannabis, and 86 percent wanted more training. Given that about 1 in 4 Americans have used cannabis, it's essential that clinicians can have these conversations openly and knowledgeably. As Hsu put it, "The more uncomfortable we are as a clinical field, the more patients might turn to other sources of information."
"You're saying the evidence isn't conclusive, but can we agree that cannabis could still turn out to be helpful in some cases?" wrote Owen from D.C. "Would rescheduling make that easier to figure out?"
I agree with you, Owen. We need more and better cannabis science. It's entirely possible that specific cannabinoids, which are compounds isolated from the cannabis plant, could prove effective for chronic pain or other conditions. The Trump administration's recent decision to reschedule cannabis from the most restrictive legal category could make rigorous research easier, though the question of who will fund these studies remains. If companies are already profiting by marketing cannabis as a cure-all, they may have little motivation to invest in large randomized-controlled trials that could narrow its uses.
My other concern is that as medical care becomes more expensive and harder to access -- while cannabis becomes increasingly normalized -- people will turn to the drug instead of evidence-based treatment. Choosing cannabis with a clear understanding of its risks may be an individual choice, but confusing availability and popularity with proof of benefit is a public health failure.
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The Post's View
America doesn't need Venezuelan oil
'Blood for oil' would have been a bad trade in 2003. It's a worse one in 2026.

A local walks past a mural in Caracas on Tuesday. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-08
"No Blood for Oil" was one of the best-known anti-war slogans two decades ago, even if it was never an accurate explanation of President George W. Bush's vision for Iraq. Now that old phrase is back, and this time it's seemingly accurate: President Donald Trump is stating openly that arresting dictator Nicolas Maduro was partly a play for Venezuela's 300 billion-plus barrels of black gold, the world's largest proven reserves.
Oil alone would not have been a legitimate, let alone rational, reason to attack Venezuela. The slogan was wrong in 2003, but it had a cynical logic: America was a net oil importer, and Iraq had the world's fourth-largest reserves. Boosting Iraqi production would have benefited U.S. consumers, and seizing the nearly 2 million barrels a day Iraq was producing would have been a financial windfall.
But if "No Blood for Oil" was dubious then, it's nonsensical now. The oil industry has transformed in the intervening quarter-century, making Venezuela's oil less necessary and less attractive, especially for the U.S.
New technologies like shale oil have greatly boosted production. In 2002, the world pumped 65.8 million barrels of crude oil per day. In 2024, it produced 76.6 million. Electrification, especially of automobiles, also means it takes less oil to power advanced economies. That combination keeps prices in check so well that the once-mighty OPEC cartel has given up restricting production and started fantasizing about driving producers of shale oil out of business by flooding the market with cheap crude.
The leader of the shale revolution has been the U.S., which went from being the world's biggest net importer of oil -- 11 million barrels per day in March 2003 -- to one of its leading exporters. America now produces more oil domestically than any other country. While U.S. consumers might benefit from greater supply on the global market, American producers would not.
Moreover, extracting Venezuela's oil will be no easy task. The country's crude is heavy and sulfurous, difficult to refine. The security situation remains unpredictable. Meanwhile, socialism has left infrastructure in shambles.
The state-owned oil company was used as a piggy bank for social programs. When managers pushed back, they were purged and replaced by regime loyalists. Multinationals were pressured to turn more of their profits over to the government or see their fields nationalized, to the point that it stopped making sense to invest. As a result, production declined dramatically. In 1998, when Hugo Chavez was elected, Venezuela pumped 3.1 million barrels per day. Last year, it managed 863,000.
Reversing that would require an estimated $90 billion of capital expenditures. Outside of Chevron, other U.S. oil executives are understandably wary.
Why, then, does Trump keep talking about Venezuelan oil as a boon for America? Perhaps because he's stuck in the mindset of his youth, when OPEC ruled the roost, and oil was a scarce commodity that Americans, accustomed to gas lines, were desperate for.
Trump has scheduled a meeting for Friday with oil executives, hoping to cajole them into entering Venezuela's market. While America may not need their oil, the Venezuelan people desperately need companies and engineers competent enough to get it out of the ground.
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Opinions
What's behind the stunning decline in American opioid deaths?
One major contributor is a decline in the supply of fentanyl.

An opioid rescue kit at Holding Space Recovery Project's office in Austin, Indiana. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Jonathan Caulkins, Peter Reuter | 2026-01-08
Jonathan Caulkins is the H. Guyford Stever University Professor of Operations Research and Public Policy at Carnegie Mellon University. Peter Reuter is a distinguished university professor in the School of Public Policy and department of criminology at the University of Maryland.
Ever since opioid deaths suddenly peaked and began to decline in summer 2023, plunging by nearly half over the next two years, experts have been puzzling over why this blessed event occurred. Was it improved public health policies? Increased enforcement? The previous deaths of so many fentanyl users? Or something else?
In an article published Thursday in Science, we make a case, along with several colleagues, for one major contributor: a reduction in the supply of fentanyl, which was associated with 90 percent of all fatal opioid overdoses in 2022.
Three lines of evidence point in this direction.
First, multiple indicators of fentanyl supply turned downward at the same time deaths did. Notably, the purity of fentanyl powder fell in the second half of 2023 after rising steadily for several years; that meant consumers were getting less fentanyl -- and thus running a lower risk of death -- from any given purchase. The amount of pure fentanyl in counterfeit pills also fell at that time, as did the number and weight of drug seizures, despite intense federal enforcement.
The second indicator is a novel one inferred from social media. We searched Reddit for references to the term "drought" in conjunction with various drugs. Mentions of a "fentanyl drought" were rare before May 2023 but shot up 1,400 percent by November of that year, an increase that did not apply to other drugs.
Third, fentanyl deaths, seizures and purity declined in Canada at about the same time as they did in the United States. The two countries have very different drug policies, with different approaches to treatment, harm reduction and domestic law enforcement. What they share is certain aspects of the fentanyl supply chain, in particular a dependence on precursors imported from China.
These lines of evidence all point to a supply shock, although other factors could have contributed to a certain extent. Competing theories mostly emphasize "demand side" factors, such as the increased availability of the opioid antagonist naloxone or improved access to treatment with buprenorphine. Some suggest that so many people who use fentanyl have died already that there are now simply fewer using the drug. All these might have contributed, but demand side factors would not be expected to affect the two countries in parallel or to create such a sudden decline, both because they were all already in place before the change and because opioid use is so hard to give up. In addition, declining purity points to reduced supply rather than reduced demand.
There are many sorts of supply interventions. Locking up dealers gets the most attention, and it has a deservedly poor reputation because of long sentences being applied indiscriminately not just to kingpins but also to their unskilled staff and to retailers. Over the decades, however, there have been a number of instances when other types of supply disruption -- such as closing down a major supply route to Australia in 2000 -- have been accompanied by appreciable declines in drug-related harms.
What might have delivered a "supply shock" to North American fentanyl markets in 2023? We do not know, but we can offer a provocative conjecture. The U.S. fentanyl market is supplied primarily by Mexican refiners, who work with precursor chemicals imported from China, home of the world's largest chemical industry. Canada, by contrast, imports relatively little fentanyl from Mexico (or the U.S.). It relies primarily on its own domestic refiners, who also rely on precursors produced in China.
Because fentanyl overdoses declined abruptly and substantially at about the same time in both Canada and the U.S., one possibility is that the supply of precursors from China was disrupted for refiners in both Mexico and Canada. The Chinese government is hardly transparent on such matters, but we have pieced together evidence that is consistent with a crackdown against producers and exporters of precursor chemicals. Furthermore, the Drug Enforcement Administration noted in April 2025 that its reporting for 2024 "indicates that some China-based chemical suppliers are wary of supplying controlled precursors to international customers, demonstrating an awareness on their part that the government of China is controlling more fentanyl precursors."
On the other hand, previous efforts to control precursors have not produced such long-lasting disruptions to supply on the street. For example, multiple rounds of controls on various precursors used in methamphetamine production have interrupted supply for only 3 to 12 months (if at all) before producers found another precursor or another source of the old one. The fentanyl reduction has already lasted two years, which is surprisingly long if the origin was disruption of precursors.
Four final notes:
First, supply disruptions are rarely permanent; we should not assume that the reductions will continue much longer.
Second, a supply control success should not change views about the value of demand side interventions. More treatment and better services can help whether supply is expanding, stable or disrupted.
Third is a reminder of the need for robust data systems for monitoring drug markets and supply, not just drug use.
Finally, none of this story has anything to do with blowing up small boats carrying drugs near Venezuela. As far as is known, Venezuela is not involved in the fentanyl supply chain, and the declines began in late 2023 -- well before the current administration took office.
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The Post's View
The penne is mightier than the sword
The president has quietly rolled back tariffs on household goods, including furniture and pasta.

Mamma mia. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni appears before Parliament in Rome on Dec. 17. (Remo Casilli/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-08
Kitchen cabinets and upholstered furniture no longer pose an imminent threat to U.S. "national security." That's according to the Trump administration, which has been quietly delaying import taxes on a range of goods over the past few weeks, as it seeks to address voter concerns about affordability.
Imported vanities and cabinets were barreling toward a 50 percent tariff on Jan. 1, while tariffs on upholstered furniture were set to rise by 30 percent. According to the White House, thanks to "productive negotiations," the additional tariffs were removed, though these products will still be subject to a 25 percent import tax previously set by the White House.
The notion that wooden cabinets and vanities were endangering American security was almost as outlandish as the administration's claim that macaroni and bowtie pasta being dumped by Italy were undermining American greatness. Staggering tariffs on Italian pasta have also been rolled back by the administration, which quietly slashed a planned 92 percent import tax, which would have taken the total tariff on imported pasta to over 100 percent. Ironically, a lot of Italian pasta is actually made with American wheat.
After back-and-forth with the Italian government, the Trump team realized it was about to kill roughly $800 million worth of U.S. sales on "antidumping grounds" -- a term usually reserved for critical resources but applied to tortellini in this case. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who has a friendly relationship with the president, intervened on behalf of the pasta makers. Now the majority of Italian pasta companies previously targeted will have their product subject to a 9.1 percent tariff, while one of the largest companies, La Molisana, will be subject to a tariff of 2.26 percent. That's still a silly amount to tax carbs, but it's a win for both sellers and buyers.
These tax changes for imported pasta and cabinets are the latest pivot on tariffs by President Donald Trump since he reduced tariffs on coffee and banana imports in November, alongside dozens of other household staples. These U-turns are necessary only because the administration hiked taxes on American importers in the first place. Still, it's progress.
Nevertheless, the sporadic, even erratic, nature of these announcements leaves too much uncertainty for businesses struggling to price their products. The Bureau of Labor Statistics announced this week that the number of job openings in America fell to its lowest levels, 7.15 million, since September 2024. For all Trump's boasting about bringing back jobs to America, the numbers are the weakest they've been in his second term.
The Supreme Court could decide as soon as Friday that Trump misused the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose his Liberation Day tariffs, which are distinct from the ones he's been rolling back lately. Any changes to trade policy ought to happen via an act of Congress, not through executive orders. But so long as Trump insists that the penne is to be mightier than the sword, he should use it to roll back the barriers to trade that he himself erected.
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Opinions
This is the real MAGA foreign policy
 President Trump is forging a new era of muscular conservative leadership.

(Washington Post staff/The Washington Post)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-01-08
It's been a bad year for the isolationist right. From Tehran to Caracas, President Donald Trump is flexing U.S. military might on the world stage. This clearly is not the foreign policy they expected when Trump returned to the White House.
When Trump first ran in 2016, he campaigned against the interventionist policies of both his Republican and Democratic predecessors, so many GOP isolationists were taken aback by his aggressive national security decisions once in office -- from bombing Syria (twice) to eliminating the Islamic State's caliphate and killing Iran's terrorist mastermind Qasem Soleimani. They concluded that Trump's muscular foreign policy was the work of so-called globalists on his national security team. So, for his second term, they worked to screen out alleged "warmongers" and staff the White House with "America First" loyalists. Anyone deemed too interventionist who made it through, such as national security adviser Mike Waltz, was targeted for purging.
Result? In his second term, Trump has presided over an even bolder foreign policy. He has bombed Houthi terrorists in Yemen. He obliterated Iran's nuclear program and then warned the regime he would subject its supreme leader to "A VERY UGLY AND IGNOMINIOUS DEATH" if Iran killed a single American in retaliation. He has bombed Islamic State terrorists in Syria and Boko Haram terrorists in Nigeria. He has bombed dozens of alleged drug boats off Venezuela's coast, imposed a "total and complete blockade" on sanctioned oil tankers entering or leaving the country, and sent U.S. Special Forces to topple narco-terrorist dictator Nicolas Maduro. He has seized a Russian-flagged ship in the North Atlantic·. In Ukraine -- bete noire of the GOP isolationists -- he is giving Kyiv more weapons than President Joe Biden ever did (paid for by NATO allies, not U.S. taxpayers), providing intelligence for strikes deep inside Russia and offering Ukraine a NATO-style Article 5 security commitment.
It turns out Trump wasn't being manipulated by a cabal of globalists in his first term. It was Trump all along. Indeed, the president has flexed U.S. military muscle more vigorously in the past 12 months than he did in all four years of his first term.
Trump is not, and never was, an isolationist. And neither are the vast majority of his supporters, who multiple polls from the Ronald Reagan Institute, the Vandenberg Coalition and others show overwhelmingly back his robust exercise of military power across the world.
So, I've got news for the isolationist right: This is MAGA foreign policy.
Trump is not rejecting conservative international leadership, as the isolationists had hoped. Instead, he is redefining it. His situation is similar to Reagan's when he took office in 1981. In the wake of the Vietnam War, Americans had soured on sending U.S. troops to fight in distant lands, and Reagan had to pioneer a new way of leading on the world stage. Today, after the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, there is similarly no popular appetite for putting U.S. boots on the ground in foreign hot spots. So, Trump, too, is pioneering a new way to lead without doing so -- using a combination of military force, sanctions, tariffs, diplomacy and other forms of coercion to impose America's will on its adversaries.
In Iran, he has made clear that if the regime tries to reconstitute its nuclear program, he will strike it again. He is isolating Tehran through the reimposition of sanctions, but has also held out the possibility of toppling the regime, declaring on Truth Social, "It's not politically correct to use the term, 'Regime Change,' but if the current Iranian Regime is unable to MAKE IRAN GREAT AGAIN, why wouldn't there be a Regime change??? MIGA!!!" He was not suggesting sending 160,000 U.S. troops into the country; he was talking about a decapitation strike that would leave what came next to the Iranian people.
In Venezuela, Trump sent U.S. forces to capture Maduro and bring him to the United States to stand trial, much as President George H.W. Bush launched a mission to capture Panamanian strongman Manuel Antonio Noriega in 1989. But unlike Bush, Trump did not send ground troops to occupy the country. Instead, he has warned Venezuela's interim leader, Delcy Rodriguez, that "if she doesn't do what's right, she is going to pay a very big price, probably bigger than Maduro." Some are criticizing him for not installing opposition leader Maria Corina Machado. How is he supposed to do that without sending U.S. forces to occupy Caracas? Instead, he took out the regime and is coercing Rodriguez through control of Venezuela's oil exports and the threat of doing it again.
It is important that Trump succeed, because the alternative isn't to go back to the old-fashioned way of doing things, with massive deployments of U.S. ground forces. The alternative is to do nothing. The isolationist right did not want Trump to bomb Iran, arm Ukraine, protect Christians in Nigeria or overthrow narco-terrorists in Venezuela. If it had its way, Trump would not be spending time or resources on these priorities.
So conservatives who believe in American global leadership should be rooting for him. Because if he succeeds, he will solidify a new era of bold conservative leadership in the world. If he fails, the isolationist right will be emboldened. The future of conservative foreign policy hangs in the balance.
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Letters to the Editor
A short history of New York's public transit
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(iStock)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-08
The Dec. 31 editorial "Zohran Mamdani accidentally honors the private sector" was a legitimate critique of the new mayor's ideology but missed some history.
In 1900, the city government paid private contractors to build City Hall and 27 other subway stations, and tunnels along public streets. In turn, the city leased those assets to private operating companies, which provided the trains and labor forces. Thus, New York's subways were not a solely private enterprise. In 1940, the Interborough Rapid Transit Company (IRT) and Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation (BMT) were sold to the city government. Those firms joined a third subway network, the Independent system, which began as a public-sector-run enterprise. Its managers absorbed the IRT and BMT 15 years later to form one system.
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority was created to rescue bankrupt commuter railroads from private owners that neglected rolling stock and physical plants until tragedies forced the issue. In 1950, there were multiple terrible accidents on the Long Island Rail Road that killed many passengers. New York state was forced to step in and ultimately create the MTA so that all major transportation providers downstate were united under a single agency that provided stable funding. I agree with the editorial's claim that New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani's ideas risk worsening nearly every problem with the system. Free buses are hardly a panacea. Repurposing vacant newsstands for homeless outreach adds another onerous responsibility to the MTA, when critics bemoan the slow pace of accessible station construction. Since New York mayors do not directly control the MTA, the next four years promise to be challenging.
Andrew Sparberg, Oceanside, New York
The writer is a retired manager at the MTA Long Island Rail Road and author of "From a Nickel to a Token."
The Dec. 22 Metro article "Trump builds plans for anniversary" noted that construction of Washington's own "triumphal arch" will begin soon, according to President Donald Trump.
I am a D.C. tour guide, and I work primarily with the middle school groups that descend on our city every spring. To say that a new arch is the last thing the National Mall area needs is an understatement.
The Korean War Memorial, the gold stars on the World War II Memorial, as well as the bathrooms and some of the water features at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial, all need attention.
Many of the groups I work with prefer night tours. But there are very few lights at night. At the FDR Memorial, the lack of light makes the quotes difficult to read. There are also very few working lights around the Lincoln Memorial, the "Three Servicemen" sculpture and the area between the Korean War Memorial and the World War II Memorial.
I carry a high-powered rechargeable flashlight with me on all night tours. I often must use it to be able to read the entire Gettysburg Address inside the Lincoln Memorial.
Also, there is very little shelter for large groups, especially when the museums are closed, in the two-mile stretch from the Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial.
The National Mall needs many improvements ahead of America's 250th anniversary celebrations that should take priority over building an arch.
Joanne Popkin, Washington
Regarding the Jan. 2 online Well+Being article "What a longevity expert eats in a day":
I would like to congratulate Eric Topol, a cardiologist and longevity expert, for abiding by a diet that, while undoubtedly healthy, is awfully monotonous.
I suppose I qualify as a "super ager": I am 90 (closer to 91) and I lift weights, take long walks, bike, dance and, as needed, trim a tall hedge or clear the roof of debris.
I also cook. I eat salads, fresh fruit and vegetables, yogurt and whole-grain cereals. But I also enjoy hearty beef stews and succulent lamb chops, pizza and various kinds of ultraprocessed sausage, sugary fruit tarts and ice cream, not to mention a glass of wine with dinner and sometimes with lunch.
To me, it's the variety that makes each meal a joyful event to be looked forward to; it's a lesson I learned from my mother, who lived to 103, and one to which young (71) Dr. Topol might give some heed.
Coby Lubliner, El Cerrito, California
Post Opinions wants to know: Bob Brody's Dec. 30 op-ed, "Every family has a history. Here's how to hand it down.," encouraged children to interview their parents and grandparents. How has your family preserved its history? What have you discovered? Send us your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/01/08/subway-new-york-history-mta/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Post's View
Put the blame for America's housing problem where it belongs
Most houses are owner-occupied, and most landlords are small businesses.

President Donald Trump addresses House Republicans on Tuesday. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-08
One of the most common types of small business in the United States is to own rental property. The median landlord owns two properties. It's a side gig where people can make some money in addition to their full-time job by providing someone else a place to live.
Large investors, those with over 100 properties, own 1 percent of U.S. homes. Yet, detractors on the left and right have made them into villains who are scooping up houses from hard-working families.
President Donald Trump joined that chorus Wednesday by proposing a ban on large investors· from buying single-family homes, which he called upon Congress to codify into law. "People live in homes, not corporations," he said. The president plans to talk more about the issue later this month when he attends the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
Until now, this was a liberal dream. "Senate Democrats tried to do this last year," replied Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York). The Biden White House said in 2021 that it was working to "make more single-family homes available to families instead of large investors."
Now that Trump is onboard, hopefully it becomes easier for Democrats to acknowledge what has been true all along: This is populist claptrap.
Large-investor purchases were more common in 2021 and 2022 than now, but they never made up more than 3 percent of home purchases in a year. There is some regional variability, but no county has even 10 percent of its homes owned by large investors. And there is no correlation between a state's housing shortage and its share of homes owned by large investors.
The large-investor purchases were one manifestation of the asset-price inflation that comes with rock-bottom interest rates. As rates rose, other ways to make money became more attractive, and large investors have sold many of the homes they purchased.
The problem with housing is that there isn't enough of it. Government shouldn't care who buys it. It should be looking for ways to make it easier to build more of it, which will mean getting out of the way. Scapegoating investment bankers is always politically popular, especially in an election year, but it won't do anything to make housing more affordable.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/01/08/housing-trump-order-corporations-home-purchases/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Post's View
Where do Americans want to live? The U-Haul index proves a point.
Decline is a choice.

Tech entrepreneur Larry Ellison visits the Oval Office last February. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-08
You've heard of voting with your feet. What about a referendum via U-Haul?
The rental company released its annual growth index this week, which measures the net gain or losses in one-way customers taking their trucks from one state to another, based on over 2.5 million transactions. Texas claimed the top spot for growth. That's the seventh time it's happened in the last decade. Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee rounded out the top five. Nine of the top 10 growth states voted red in the last presidential election.
The states with the lowest growth were the usual suspects. California came in last. Massachusetts, New York, Illinois and New Jersey rounded out the bottom five. Of the bottom 10, seven voted blue in the last election.
U-Haul's results don't correlate perfectly with population or economic growth, but they underline domestic migration patterns: People want to live in pro-growth, low-tax states, while the biggest losers tend to be places with big governments and high taxes. The consequence of state policies trickle down to the metropolitan level. The top three growing metro areas -- Dallas, Houston and Austin -- are in Texas. The 10 biggest growth cities are all in Florida, South Carolina and Texas.
The rankings are a reminder that decline is a choice, and that policies which drive up the cost of living, empower union bosses at the expense of workers and otherwise make it harder for entrepreneurs to thrive wind up leading to dire consequences, including less money to support generous welfare states.
Weather might be a factor, but that doesn't account for sunny California. Oracle founder Larry Ellison probably didn't take a U-Haul after he sold his San Francisco house for $45 million in December. But that timing is notable because Ellison's move appears aimed at avoiding a wealth tax that unions are trying to put on the California ballot this November. If it passes, the state would take 5 percent of the net worth from every billionaire who was a resident as of Dec. 31, 2025.
This prompted several billionaires to relocate before New Year's. Staying behind could have cost Ellison $9.6 billion. Coincidentally, that's the market capitalization of U-Haul.
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Opinions
David Bowie was quintessentially British. But also American.
Living in the U.S. helped shape the musician and performer, a longtime New York resident.

(Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


By Alexander Larman | 2026-01-08
Alexander Larman is the author of "Lazarus: The Second Coming of David Bowie," which will be published next month.
Amid the countless reactions to the 9/11 terror attack, one came from a source that some might have found unexpected. David Bowie, charming in interviews, and leaning toward the abstract and allusive in his lyrics, was not given to weighing in on news events. But Bowie, who by then had been living in Manhattan for about a decade, wrote the next day on his website, "Life here will continue," and lauded his fellow New Yorkers as "a resilient and fast thinking people. In this way they really do resemble my own Londoners. They came together quickly in massive community support and silent determination."
Saturday marks the 10th anniversary of Bowie's death from liver cancer at age 69. He is often thought of as the quintessential modern Englishman abroad -- yes, a rock star, but also simply a well-dressed figure of immutable Britishness. But this underestimates the influence that America had on both his life and work. He first visited the United States in January 1971, not to perform -- he did not have the visa that would allow him publicly to play songs off his recently released "The Man Who Sold the World" album -- but to give interviews and to emulate one of his great heroes, Oscar Wilde, as a European exotic coming to the New World to show the curious what, exactly, he was capable of.

A copy of a newspaper shows David Bowie on the cover at a subway station on January 12, 2016 in New York. (Rob Kim/Getty Images)


Bowie liked America, and it liked him back. Before long, he began recording albums in the United States, starting in 1973 with "Aladdin Sane." The album was heavily influenced by his impressions and experiences of touring the U.S., most notably on such dystopian accounts of urban decay as the songs "Drive-In Saturday" and "Panic in Detroit." Bowie said of the album, referring to his alter ego Ziggy Stardust, "It was Ziggy Goes to Washington: Ziggy under the influence of America." This homage was even more overt in 1975 on the album "Young Americans," a skillfully wrought "plastic soul" record, as he called it, that showed Bowie's chameleonic ability to absorb influences -- including from the then little-known Luther Vandross, who sang on the album -- and turning them into something inimitably Bowie-esque.
"Young Americans" was his first significant hit in the States, going into the top 10 of the Billboard chart ("Starman" and other songs had already made him a chart fixture in Britain), and he began recording most of his subsequent albums in America. Some of these were magnificent ("Station to Station," "Scary Monsters," "Let's Dance"), and some were less successful, such as the embarrassing 1987 flop "Never Let Me Down." But Bowie was increasingly less a Brit using American producers and musicians -- including Tony Visconti and Nile Rodgers -- and more someone in thrall to the excitement and opportunities that the country offered.
When Bowie moved to New York around the time of his 1992 wedding to the supermodel Iman, he seemed to be committing himself to his adopted country just as he was to his new wife. Although Bowie never became an American citizen, and liked to tease the British media with the promise of a return to the country of his birth, he remained rooted in Manhattan, where he lived downtown in SoHo and delighted in becoming a fixture of the city's arts and social scenes.
Just because Bowie lived in America, however, does not mean that he was a fully paid-up devotee of life there. Several of his most interesting latter-day songs touch on his ambivalence toward the United States, most notably "This Is Not America" in 1985, in which he sings "Falcon spirals/ to the ground/ So bloody red, tomorrow's clouds," and the more aggressive "I'm Afraid of Americans" in 1997. On the latter, Bowie decries consumerism in the form of the song's everyman protagonist, "Johnny," who's interested only in sex and automobiles, but the songwriter also accepts, resignedly, that "God is an American."
Bowie could see inequalities and tensions in America -- his 1993 album "Black Tie White Noise" was in part a response to the Los Angeles riots of the previous year. Though he clearly relished living in the U.S., he was hardly uncritical: In 2002, he reflected that "it's all about America first and that's kind of scary" and is what makes Europeans "resent America so much."

Flowers and messages left outside the residence of David Bowie, on January 11, 2016, in New York. (Louis Lanzano/AFP/Getty Images)


But his persona-shifting side also welcomed the opportunity the nation offered for immigrants, himself included, to build a new life for themselves on their own terms. For the last three decades of his career, Bowie used almost exclusively American musicians on his albums and for his live performances. He lived in New York for longer than he ever did in London, Switzerland, Berlin or anywhere else that he called home at one time or another.
Fittingly, when he died, there were hundreds of tributes left outside his Lafayette Street apartment building. One of them said, simply, "Starman Forever." Bowie was as much an American artist as he was a British one, and will be remembered this week in both nations with the respect and fondness that he deserved.
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Opinions
Democrats need to learn the difference between arrest and occupation
Don't obsess about procedures and oil in Venezuela. Demand a plan from Trump and set limits.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) on Monday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By David Brock | 2026-01-08
David Brock is an author and Democratic strategist. His most recent book is "Stench: The Making of the Thomas Court and the Unmaking of America."
Democrats should say this out loud: The United States is allowed to defend itself. It is allowed to put foreign criminals in a U.S. courtroom. If we Democrats seem like we're defending a narco-state's sovereignty over American neighborhoods, we deserve to lose.
The Biden administration had a $25 million bounty on Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro. It wanted him gone. So did most Democrats. But that was then.
After the U.S. captured Maduro, a familiar reflex has kicked in across Democratic politics: oppose first, think later. Not exactly Trump derangement syndrome, but the effect is the same. I understand the revulsion most of us feel toward President Donald Trump, but Democrats' first obligation is not catharsis. It is political competence and survival.
If Maduro exported cocaine and cartel violence to the U.S., he belongs behind bars, not in a palace. A large share of Americans will hear "the U.S. captured the head of a drug ring" and think: good. They will not parse legal niceties. They will want to know two things: Did it make Americans safer, and will it stop there?
Those are the questions Democrats should be asking. Instead, many of them have branded the American operation "unlawful" or "illegal," and at least one is floating impeachment rhetoric.
The facts of what happened should not be controversial. Secretary of State Marco Rubio called this "a law enforcement operation." This was not an invasion. It was not an occupation or a coup. It was an arrest raid executed flawlessly with military force to extract the target. Call it what it is. Do not call it Iraq.
And that is why the "Congress should have preapproved it" argument is a loser. You do not put a surprise arrest operation on a legislative calendar. You do not brief a city full of leakers. If you believe that telling voters that America needs permission from the United Nations or Congress to act against cartel leaders, you are going to be on the wrong side of popular opinion.
Then there is the issue of legality and legitimacy.
International lawyers and the U.N. secretary general have raised concerns that the operation sets a dangerous precedent and violates international law absent Venezuelan consent, a convincing self-defense claim or U.N. authorization. That sounds like a valid objection, as it does when Democrats raise the constitutional issue about the White House not seeking authorization. But we're dealing with the real world here. (President Barack Obama bombed Libya, a non-battlefield state, without seeking congressional authorization.)
We're turning this episode into a procedural purity test instead of a public safety argument. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) calling it "a violation of the law" may feel satisfying in the moment. It also hands Republicans what they want: Democrats sounding more upset about their supposed prerogatives than about American deaths from drug trafficking.
So what is the right posture? It is neither reflexive condemnation nor a blank check. It is strength with limits. It is a simple message voters understand: Fine, arrest the narco boss. Now tell us how it ends.
Here is what those limits should mean and what Democrats in Congress should do.
First, no occupation. Trump has flirted with the idea that the U.S. will "run" Venezuela during a transition. That is an invitation to mission creep, blowback and failure. Democrats should say clearly: We can support bringing an alleged narco-terrorist to court, and we will oppose turning Venezuela into a U.S. protectorate.
Second, do not let leadership talk itself into performative war-powers theater. If there is a war-powers vote designed to "compel" Trump to seek approval for further action, Democrats with an eye on 2026 should vote no. Force briefings. Demand a plan. Set limits. But do not vote for a headline.
Third, stop obsessing about oil grabs. The "it's all about oil" line is tempting because of this administration's corrupt rule. In a social media post, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) charged that the administration's motives were "about oil and regime change." Likewise, Rep. Maxwell Frost (D-Florida) claimed the U.S. acted on behalf of "mega-corporations."
But this isn't about corporations: Venezuela has vast oil reserves, and the administration has a legitimate concern about bad foreign actors controlling oil assets in America's own hemisphere. In any event, Venezuela's oil industry is devastated. If the country stabilizes, companies will compete to invest. That is not a scandal. It is basic economics.
Democrats should remember that Americans may not vote on foreign policy in the abstract, but they do vote against quagmires, humiliations and weakness. That is why Democrats should view the Maduro extraction as necessary but not sufficient. Take the American win. Then get to work.
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Opinions
Hands off Cuba? This dissident has a warning.
Jose Daniel Ferrer's life exposes the costs of indulging revolutionary illusions.

People outside a doctors' office in Havana during the pandemic, on May 14, 2021. (Ramon Espinosa/AP Photo) 


By Michael Lucchese | 2026-01-08
Michael Lucchese is the founder of Pipe Creek Consulting and an associate editor of Law & Liberty.
In recent years, Cuba has been largely offstage in geopolitics, left to quietly crumble under communist misrule. But lately, the island nation has been thrust into the news.
First, Cuba was a featured player in the recent seizures of oil tankers from Venezuela. The Cuban economy, such as it is, depends heavily on oil provided at cut-rate prices from the Chavista regime in Caracas. After the United States arrested Venezuela's socialist dictator Nicolas Maduro on Saturday, President Donald Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio turned the spotlight on Cuba, suggesting its leaders might be next.
Before marchers in Brooklyn and San Francisco start any "Hands off Cuba" campaigns, they would do well to consider the recent words of Cuban dissident Jose Daniel Ferrer. They were uttered in November at a ceremony in his honor: The Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, in conjunction with the Embassy of Lithuania, presented Ferrer with their Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom in recognition of his struggle against the communist regime oppressing his homeland. His speech is a profound warning against the West's complacency toward radicalism.
Ferrer did not win this award in 2025. He was originally recognized in 2020, but at that time, he was sitting in a jail for his bold opposition to the Cuban regime's heinous oppression of its own people. Cuba's communist government had arrested Ferrer more than 100 times since 2003, in addition to conducting a harassment and intimidation campaign against his friends and family. He said he had been assaulted in his own home, in front of his wife and children, and subjected to inhumane torture and humiliation in prison. The regime finally released him into exile in October 2025, bending to a pressure campaign led by the U.S. and the Vatican.
"After the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union, I thought the Cuban regime would collapse as well," Ferrer said in his remarks. "I was optimistic because I was young," he admitted. That optimism ultimately proved false. The Cuban regime has only clung more tightly to power as its confederates in revolution have toppled.
Ferrer made it clear that he has learned communism is an imperial ideology. Not only do revolutionaries victimize their own people, he said, but they also pose an incalculable threat beyond their borders. Communists, from the time of Vladimir Lenin until today, have always sought to remake the whole world according to their materialist ideology, and compromise is not possible with regimes committed to this totalizing vision. As Ferrer's experience shows, they will brook no dissent or opposition to their diabolical schemes, and there is no depth of depravity to which their tyrannies will not sink.
Lithuanian Foreign Minister Kestutis Budrys spoke at the event, later remarking that "Jose Daniel Ferrer has stood tall against the Cuban communist regime despite years of oppression." Ferrer had noted in his speech that it is fitting that the Embassy of Lithuania participated in the award ceremony, because Eastern Europe has once again become a front in the fight against despotism. Both Budrys and Ferrer linked the struggle against communism in Cuba to Europe now being threatened by Russian President Vladimir Putin's revanchist expansionism, on display most vividly in neighboring Ukraine.
Even decades after the end of the Cold War, the specter of authoritarian extremism looms large. From holdout regimes in Cuba and North Korea, to the much stronger and more terrifying powers of Russia and China, tyrants across the globe seek to undo the forward march of liberty and reorder the world around their totalizing vision. The fight against these kinds of despotism has not ended; it has only entered a new phase.
Unfortunately, new radicals are rising across American politics. Inspired by Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani, many look to the rotten ideology of socialism to give them a sense of hope for a better life. They have clearly not reckoned with the human toll caused by the revolutions of the 20th century -- or their ideological successors still imposing tyranny around the world today, including in our own hemisphere.
That makes the witness of Jose Daniel Ferrer all the more important, both as a warning and an inspiration. The free world desperately needs men and women with his indomitable will to withstand the gathering storm. Revolutions may tempt the young with their simplistic solutions to various ills, but Ferrer's example is an enduring reminder that only true freedom remains worthy of our sacrifice.
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Opinions
Trump's Greenland fixation curdles into a crisis 
Could the president really be so reckless that he would risk undoing America's strongest alliance?

Vice President JD Vance's motorcade travels through Pituffik Space Base in Greenland onMarch 28. (Jim Watson/AP) 


By David Ignatius | 2026-01-07
President Donald Trump isn't crazy to want a greater U.S. role in Greenland for national security reasons -- and he probably could have negotiated a quick deal to expand U.S. military access and investment there with Denmark, which owns the island.
But Trump's swaggering campaign to buy Greenland or seize it outright has instead produced a crisis that could damage American security for decades -- far outweighing any gains from control of the barren island. "Shooting yourself in the foot" is too generous a description for Trump's effort. It's more like shooting yourself in the head.
Trump's obsession with Greenland, which has grown year by year since 2017, seemed at first just another example of his 19th-century atavism. The Danish government initially adopted a "nice kitty" strategy of privately floating ideas for a new security agreement. But Denmark and the rest of Europe realized this month that Trump was serious about gaining control of the island, by force if necessary.
"Nobody's going to fight the United States militarily over the future of Greenland," Stephen Miller, the White House deputy chief of staff, bragged to CNN's Jake Tapper on Monday. "Utilizing the U.S. military is always an option," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement the next day.
Given Trump's history, this talk about military options for Greenland may simply be a negotiating tactic. He wants a piece of real estate, and he's threatening the owner with ruin to compel a sale. The implicit offer to Europe may be: I'll help protect you against Russia, and the price is Greenland. But with Trump, you never know. Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro thought he was bluffing, too.
Military success is intoxicating for any White House. After last weekend's dazzling capture of Maduro in Caracas, Trump and his aides began speaking the language of 19th-century imperialism. "We live in a world, in the real world, Jake, that is governed by strength, that is governed by force, that is governed by power," Miller proclaimed to Tapper. "These are the iron laws of the world since the beginning of time."
Trump started talking with aides about Greenland in 2017. His interest was not wholly unreasonable: The Arctic was a new locus of great-power competition, and the Danish-owned territory was more important strategically. In these conversations, Trump complained that the United States had untrammeled access to Greenland during the Cold War but had given it away, sources tell me.
Back then, it seemed more presidential whim than policy. When a 2019 Wall Street Journal article surfaced Trump's desire to buy Greenland, the island's foreign ministry tweeted cheerily: "We're open for business, not for sale."
Trump had plenty of other worries in his first term -- and aides who were ready to give him a reality check. But the fixation returned with greater force after he won a decisive victory in November 2024. He posted the next month that "for purposes of National Security and Freedom throughout the World, the United States of America feels that the ownership and control of Greenland is an absolute necessity." On. Jan. 7, Donald Trump Jr. visited on the family jet, "Trump Force One," after Trump posted his renewed desire to control the island. Two days later, Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry jumped in on X: "We need to ensure that Greenland joins the United States. ... Let's get it done." Trump last month named Landry special envoy for the island, saying he would "lead the charge."
Danish officials privately assured the White House that military pressure wasn't necessary. The United States already has a military base in Pituffik, and it could add an unlimited number of troops. In addition, the U.S. maintained "the right of free access to and movement between the defense areas through Greenland" by land, air, and sea, under a 1951 agreement that, though amended, remained in force.
Trump was hardly the first U.S. official who wanted to own Greenland. But predecessors were checked by the need to maintain alliances.
When Defense Secretary Charles Wilson in 1955 queried Adm. Arthur Radford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, about whether the military wanted to acquire Greenland, Radford said that was "axiomatic." But "there are political and economic problems involved," he cautioned. The State Department noted in a 1959 review of the purchase issue that "the time was long past when such a plan would be feasible," cautioning: "Greenland is ... an integral part of Denmark, just as much as the State of New Jersey is an integral part of the United States."
Team Trump is thus pursuing something that even the Eisenhower administration rejected at the height of the Cold War. The intelligence community's 2025 threat assessment, delivered in March, warned that both Russia and China coveted Greenland. Vice President JD Vance paid a brief symbolic visit to Pituffik that month, drawing protests from Greenlanders and the Danish government.
Danish officials worried as 2025 progressed that the White House was adding intelligence tools to its campaign. Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard sent intelligence agencies a "collection emphasis message" in late April urging them to gather information about Greenland's independence movement and popular sentiment about a greater U.S. role, according to the Wall Street Journal. Danish public broadcaster DR reported in August that three U.S. citizens had been involved in secret "influence operations" on the island. Danish Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen said this interference was "unacceptable."
Last month, the Danish intelligence service warned in its annual threat report: "The United States is leveraging economic power, including threats of high tariffs, to assert its will, and the possibility of employing military force -- even against allies -- is no longer ruled out."
The Trump administration has already redrawn the map, administratively. Greenland is overseen by the National Security Council official responsible for the Western Hemisphere, sources tell me. Denmark may be European, in other words, but Greenland isn't.
It's characteristic of Trump's dealmaking technique that he's squeezing Denmark at a moment when all European countries are deeply worried about the threat from Russian President Vladimir Putin. They're in a position of weakness, so it's a good time to pressure them to sell. That's the ruthless approach that made Trump an outcast in the New York business elite for decades.
Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen warned Monday that if Trump keeps pushing, he could wreck NATO. "If the United States chooses to attack another NATO country militarily, then everything stops," she said. Europeans increasingly have to worry: Could Trump really be so reckless that he would risk undoing America's most important alliance?
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The Post's View
Trump seizes a tanker and loses patience with Putin
The Russian president lying to him about his home being attacked was an own goal.

U.S. forces board the Marinera, a Russian flagged tanker ship, in the North Atlantic Ocean on Wednesday. (DOD) (U.S. Department of Defense)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-07
Wednesday's daring boarding of the sanctioned oil tanker Marinera off the coast of Iceland by U.S. Special Forces brings to four the number of ships seized by the Trump administration as part of its enforcement of an oil embargo against Venezuela. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told reporters the seizure was part of "stabilization" efforts for Venezuela.
Look closer, and a different valence emerges to this story: The whole episode has Cold War overtones, with a hint of Tom Clancy. Taken as part of broader trends, the successful operation suggests Trump has markedly cooled toward Russian President Vladimir Putin.
This tanker, previously known as the Bella 1, was registered in Panama. It left Iran in late November and sailed to Venezuela. Days after its crew repelled a U.S. Coast Guard attempt to board, the Kremlin hastily allowed it to reflag itself as a Russian vessel, waiving all normal procedures for doing so. The Bella 1 then changed its name to the Marinera and set sail toward Russia.
Once it was officially registered as Russian, the Coast Guard suspended attempts to board. But the Trump administration kept tracking it. This week, U.S. officials said Moscow had deployed a submarine and other naval assets to meet the Marinera and escort it. The Kremlin reportedly asked the U.S. to back off and said it was monitoring the situation "with concern." To their credit, the Trump administration ignored Moscow and took the ship anyway.
This isn't the first time Trump has flipped Putin the bird in the past week. "I'm not thrilled with Putin. He's killing too many people," Trump icily said during his news conference after Saturday's snatch-and-grab operation against Nicolas Maduro.
His lack of enthusiasm has something to do with Putin lying to him directly. Shortly after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's visit to Mar-a-Lago, Putin told Trump that Ukraine had launched a drone attack on one of his homes. "I was very angry about it," Trump said. A week later, the president publicly walked that back, a rare acknowledgment he was wrong. "I don't believe that strike happened," Trump said, "now that we've been able to check."
Since Trump's Dec. 28 summit with Zelensky, which at the time looked quite promising, even more substantive progress has been made. Special envoy Steve Witkoff and Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner met this week with Ukrainian and European leaders. The document that emerged from their talks shows the U.S. taking the lead on ceasefire monitoring and Europe taking the lead on fielding a multinational ground force to deter future Russian aggression. The self-described Coalition of the Willing has also pledged to finance the ample arming of Kyiv and even gestured at prepositioning weapons for easy access should war break out again.
These are still merely pledges. None of this has been signed and delivered. Above all, Putin has not agreed to any of this -- and likely never will. Trump has shown Putin too much patience, and perhaps he will again, but it's clear that he will impose real costs on the Russian strongman over his intransigence. That time could soon come again.
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The Post's View
The tragedy in Minnesota underscores a moral and political failure
Rioting in response to fatal shooting plays into Trump's hands.

Federal agents gather near a vehicle with a bullet hole in the windshield after its driver was shot by a U.S. immigration agent in Minneapolis on Wednesday. (Tim Evans/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-08
The shooting of a 37-year-old woman by a federal immigration agent in Minneapolis is a tragedy, no matter what narrative emerges as more information becomes available. It's important to ascertain all the facts about the deadly encounter· and not rush to judgment. Yet videos of the scene, and an already overheated political environment, risk more violence.
A Department of Homeland Security spokeswoman said the driver, identified as U.S. citizen Renee Nicole Good, attempted to "run over" law enforcement officers in an act of "domestic terrorism" that required an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer to fire three shots. President Donald Trump posted on social media that the driver "violently, willfully, and viciously ran over the ICE Officer, who seems to have shot her in self defense."
Yet, while additional information can always emerge, so far social media clips do not show a situation that would justify using deadly force. Disregarding instructions from police is unacceptable, and any violence against law enforcement ought to be prosecuted, but it's unclear if the woman intended to hit anyone with her vehicle.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) said the National Guard is ready to deploy if riots break out, something he was too slow to do after George Floyd's murder in 2020. But he pleaded with protesters to remain peaceful. "They want a show," he said. "We can't give it to them."
Walz is right that Trump could use unrest to invoke the Insurrection Act and deploy U.S. troops to Minnesota. (A recent defeat at the Supreme Court otherwise limited his authority to commandeer the National Guard.) The president posted on social media: "We need to stand by and protect our Law Enforcement Officers from this Radical Left Movement of Violence and Hate!"
Americans have the right to voice their frustration, but they should remember that violence undermines their message and distracts from potential accountability for the shooting. The uglier protests get, the easier it will be for the Trump administration to distract from scrutiny of the shooting.
Americans have seen violent clashes play out for months as ICE takes a maximalist approach to its deportation campaign in predominantly liberal cities. Immigration officers have been involved in more than a dozen shootings· during Trump's second term. Just a day before the shooting, the administration announced it would send 2,000 federal agents to the Minneapolis metro area to conduct the "largest immigration operation ever." DHS reported arresting 150 illegal immigrants on Monday alone.
The Trump administration cited the ongoing Somalia fraud saga in Minneapolis as a reason for mass deportations. If an illegal immigrant is found guilty of a criminal offense, of course they should be deported. At the same time, welfare fraud is not uniquely an immigration problem. Most Somalis in Minnesota are U.S. citizens.
Before the shooting, Walz described the federal enforcement surge as "a war that's being waged against Minnesota." After the incident, MAGA allies quickly sought to blame Walz's rhetoric, including his previous comparison of ICE to the Gestapo, for raising tensions. But even Trump's biggest fans should be able to admit he isn't exactly known for his calming political presence. And the messaging of his deportation campaign has been consistently inflammatory by design.
Americans fed up with the wave of illegal immigration propelled Trump to the presidency, and shutting down the border is popular. The tragedy in Minnesota only underscores that the mass deportation campaign, on the other hand, is a moral and political failure.
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The Post's View
The world has a few more years
As AI becomes part of everyday life, predictions about it are mellowing.

Nvidia founder and CEO Jensen Huang talks to a robot at the annual Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas on Monday. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-07
The "AI 2027" website is out of date. Last year, to great fanfare, it warned that 2027 would be the "modal" year in which artificial intelligence would reach superintelligence. At that point, AI could "dictate humanity's future," an individual who controls AI could "seize total power" and AI "might develop unintended, adversarial 'misaligned' goals, leading to human disempowerment." Frightening stuff.
One of its authors has recalibrated. Daniel Kokotajlo, who worked for OpenAI, now says superintelligence could happen "around 2030," though he has "lots of uncertainty." His updated forecast sets 2034 as the new horizon for "superintelligence" and does not contain a guess for when AI may destroy humanity.
Alas, this civilizational reprieve is not without downsides: The Social Security old-age trust fund is still projected to run out in 2033. At least on the 2027 timeline, that problem would have taken care of itself.
Predicting the end of the world and then having to rework those predictions when events intervene is a venerable American tradition. The Great Disappointment happened on October 22, 1844, when Jesus Christ did not return to Earth as popular preacher William Miller predicted. The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists has been counting down the seconds to a "midnight" of global disaster since 1947. As with these and other examples, most people will ignore the AI doomsday scenarios while devoted groups of followers will be convinced of their accuracy and may turn despondent as they do not come to pass.
The moderation of Kokotajlo's AI predictions is a sign of the technology's growing acceptance and incorporation into the U.S. economy. It's not a shock to the system anymore. As more people use the technology for everyday tasks and understand its strengths and weaknesses, super-positive and super-negative predictions will both look sillier.
Alternatively, if the doomsday scenario comes true, at least nobody will be around to read this editorial again.
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The Post's View
The White House's pro-crime manifesto
The Jan. 6 website is an embarrassing waste of resources.

Demonstrators march at the Ellipse in Washington on Tuesday, anniversary of the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-07
President Donald Trump and the Democratic Party have finally found something they can agree on: keeping Jan. 6, 2021, in the news for as long as possible. It's understandable why the opposition would want to remind Americans what happened, but Trump's importuning is a bit more confusing.
The White House published a webpage on Tuesday, the fifth anniversary of the riot, that attempts to rewrite history by portraying the Trump supporters who breached the Capitol as heroes and blaming Democrats for the security failures that allowed them to delay the certification of the election.
Think for a moment about the time officials must have put into this. What were they trying to accomplish?
Were they trying to remind Americans that, on his first day back in office, Trump pardoned or commuted the sentences of everyone who committed violent acts at the Capitol, including assaulting police officers? Almost three-quarters of U.S. adults disapproved of pardoning the violent convicts, including most Republicans. Do the president's advisers think it's a winning political strategy to cast Trump as soft on crime?
What does the administration gain by messaging to the public that the president simply cannot let go of his 2020 defeat? Does the White House think it's doing the GOP any favors by calling former Vice President Mike Pence a coward? How would they have felt if Vice President Kamala Harris had done on Jan. 6, 2025, what Trump wanted Pence to do in 2021?
Many voters believed that Jan. 6 disqualified Trump from returning to the Oval Office -- but not enough to stop him from winning the 2024 presidential election. Democrats discovered too late that running on democracy was ineffective after President Joe Biden let inflation and illegal immigration run rampant. Trump's Jan. 6 truther webpage is an elaborate attempt to troll the president's critics. Judging by the reaction on social media, he provoked the response he wanted.
It's easy and understandable to respond to these provocations with emotion. They are legitimately insulting, especially to the scores of police officers who sustained injuries. But the reality is that the stunt is an embarrassing misuse of government resources, and some White House staffers clearly have too much time on their hands.
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Letters to the Editor
GPS needs backup
Readers respond to Post articles and commentary.

(iStock)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-08
The Jan. 3 front-page article "GPS, a pillar of daily life, faces increasing attacks" was a great overview. And the writer was right to note that the Pentagon's work to improve the system is going to make it only marginally better.
China and Russia both have terrestrial backup systems for their satellite-based positioning, navigation and timing while America does not. This means they can threaten GPS satellites without fear of repercussions. In fact, the U.S. has already experienced GPS blackmail. In November 2021, while massing troops along its border with Ukraine, Russia threatened to cripple GPS if NATO got in the way.
So how do we take the bullseye off the critical infrastructure GPS has become?
In 2004, President George W. Bush mandated the establishment of a backup system. Congress also mandated a backup in the bipartisan National Timing Resilience and Security Act of 2018.
Government studies and advisory group recommendations over the past 20 years have called for pairing a relatively inexpensive terrestrial system with GPS. Making the terrestrial system widely available to the public would deter our adversaries and protect the nation in the event of attack, GPS anomaly or major solar disturbance.
Until the administration empowers a department or agency to protect GPS satellites, signals and users with a backup system, this clear and present danger to national security is only going to increase.
William Shelton, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Dana A. Goward, Alexandria
The writers are former members of the National Space-Based Positioning, Navigation and Timing Advisory Board. William Shelton was commander of the Air Force Space Command, and Dana A. Goward was director of the Marine Transportation Systems at the U.S. Coast Guard.
The Trump administration successfully executed a most difficult mission in extracting Nicolas Maduro and his wife from his home in Caracas.
While it may be a source of pride that our Delta Force troops and supporting military could accomplish this, there are significant issues with the aftermath of the insertion into Venezuela.
The remaining leaders of the socialist government are still in place and, in fact, are more empowered. Though the interim president, Delcy Rodriguez, is the new government mouthpiece, the background roles of Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez and Interior Minister Diosdado Cabello remain the same. This is in contrast with Operation Just Cause in 1989, when President George H.W. Bush sent troops to take out Panamanian strongman Manuel Noriega, who had actually declared war on the U.S.
In this effort, Noriega's key lieutenants were also removed from power and Panama had a clean slate of new leaders who were freely and legitimately elected. Guillermo Endara's presidency brought new life and freedom to the country and, as such, created long-term foundations for peace and freedom.
Another important analogy is Nicaragua and the 1990 defeat of the Sandinista regime of Daniel Ortega and the election, freely and openly, of Violeta Chamorro. The fact that the old, corrupt regime was completely expunged created the opportunity for a successful transition to democracy.
There is a freely elected Venezuelan right now, waiting in Spain to return. The records show Edmundo Gonzalez received more than 80 percent of the vote in the 2024 election. The lesson of the regime change in Panama and Nicaragua is that we should not replace one socialist strongman with another.
Francis Rooney, Naples, Florida
The writer, a Republican, is a former congressman from Florida and a former ambassador to the Holy See.
If the United States intends to play a decisive role in Venezuela's transition, there is one step that would cut through speculation, confusion and rumor more effectively than any statement or sanction: reopening the U.S. Embassy in Caracas.
For years, Venezuela has existed in a state of political suspension, where power operates without visibility. Reopening the embassy would send a clear message: Something has changed, and the transition is being managed rather than improvised.
Presence brings accountability. Reopening the embassy would demonstrate to American voters that claiming a central role in shaping Venezuela's future is not rhetorical positioning but a responsibility the United States is prepared to manage directly, transparently and on the ground.
Reopening the U.S. Embassy would not solve Venezuela's challenges, but it would replace anxiety with structure, a prerequisite for any economic recovery and for the human healing the country urgently needs.
Carlos Santaella, Framingham, Massachusetts
Regarding the Jan. 4 Sports article "'This is my last shot'":
It is fine that organizations exist to help those addicted to sports gambling. However, until we make online betting illegal, there are few things we can do to inhibit gambling addiction.
We now have an environment where gambling addicts have full access to online betting on their cellphones. It would be the same as an alcoholic having an unlimited wine refrigerator at their residence. Gambling is far too accessible.
Howard Pedolsky, Rockville
Post Opinions wants to know: Bob Brody's Dec. 30 op-ed, "Every family has a history. Here's how to hand it down.," encouraged children to interview their parents and grandparents. How has your family preserved its history? What have you discovered? Send us your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor. wapo.st/family_history
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Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. police officer dies two weeks after being hit by car while on duty
Officer Terry Bennett, 32, a member of the department for nearly eight years, was injured Dec. 23 while helping a stranded motorist on Interstate 695
By Emma Uber, Rachel Weiner, Ellie Silverman | 2026-01-08

D.C. police officers salute as a vehicle carrying the remains of fallen Officer Terry Bennett drive past them on Thursday. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


A D.C. police officer died in a hospital Wednesday, two weeks after he was struck by a vehicle while aiding a stranded motorist on Interstate 695, officials said.
Officer Terry Bennett, 32, a nearly eight-year veteran of the department, was on duty on the evening of Dec. 23 when he got out of his cruiser to help someone whose car had broken down on the highway, authorities said.
A vehicle traveling at high speed hit the officer while he was on foot, according to the department. The crash occurred about 10:10 p.m. in the eastbound lanes of the freeway near South Capitol Street. The driver of the vehicle that had broken down was not injured.
The driver who hit Bennett remained on the scene and was taken to a hospital for treatment of non-life-threatening injuries, police said. There is no public record of charges being filed, and police officials said in a statement Thursday that the crash remains under investigation.
Bennett, who was born and raised in the District, was a graduate of Ballou High School, according to D.C. police. After graduating from Bucknell University, police said, he joined the department in 2018. He was assigned to the 1st District upon his graduation from the police academy.
Authorities said Bennett also spent time mentoring young people and previously worked as an assistant dean at Ballou, before later becoming an assistant coach and defensive coordinator of the school's football team.
Kenny Brown, Ballou's head football coach, said in an interview Thursday that he got a call on the night of Dec. 23 about Bennett being critically injured. He said his first thought was to try to call Bennett. In more than eight years of coaching together, it had become instinctive for him to turn to Bennett as a steady presence amid crisis. His second thought was how to tell the students.
The students loved Bennett, Brown said. He played the good cop to Brown's bad cop during practices, earning them the nicknames Boone and Yoast, from the movie "Remember the Titans." Brown said that Bennett proved to the players that a kid from Southeast Washington could attend a prestigious private college, and he once gave the coat off his back to a student in need. Bennett ended every huddle by reminding the teens to keep out of trouble, and his mantra was, "Stay out the way."
"Coach Terry to them was a mentor, he was a father figure, he was a hero," Brown said. "Coach Terry Bennett is a hero. That's what he was to this community and that's what he was to the guys."
In a statement, interim police chief Jeffery Carroll said Bennett was a "model officer, a born and raised Washingtonian who wanted to make a positive impact on his community, dedicating himself to bettering the lives of young people."
Carroll said Bennett's death is "devastating for both our department and our city."

Officer Terry Bennett was struck by a vehicle while helping a motorist on Dec. 23. (Courtesy of D.C. Police)


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said in statement Thursday that Bennett "tragically lost his life in the line of duty while doing what he was known to do -- helping and caring for the people around him."
"He was a father, a husband, and a beloved member of our community," the mayor said. "A son of Washington, DC, Officer Bennett was deeply committed to his hometown and especially to our young people. Through coaching, mentorship, and public service, he impacted the lives of countless students and Washingtonians and he leaves behind a legacy of love and courage."
D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) posted a Facebook tribute to Bennett, who he said he had known since childhood.
"Our community beamed with pride when Terry went on to Bucknell University," White wrote. "Wherever he went, his wit, willpower, and intelligence followed. More importantly, so did his love for people. That love showed up in how he coached, how he mentored young people, and how he served this city every day in uniform."
Bennett is the 12th D.C. police officer to die in the line of duty since 2004, according to D.C. police records. The last person was Wayne David, 51, who was killed in August 2024 by a gun that went off as he attempted to retrieve it from a storm drain.
The incident involving Bennett was one of two recent cases in the D.C. area involving police officers on foot who were hit by a vehicle. On Dec. 27, a U.S. Park Police officer checking a disabled vehicle on the Baltimore-Washington Parkway was hit by a motorist who was subsequently arrested for driving under the influence. The officer was treated at a hospital and released that day.
An off-duty Baltimore police officer was killed Dec. 20 in a multi-vehicle crash after colliding with another vehicle, according to state officials.
Hundreds of law enforcement officers lined the streets Thursday afternoon, paying their respects as Bennett's body was transported from MedStar Washington Hospital Center to the D.C. medical examiner's office.
In addition to D.C. police, Secret Service agents, National Guard troops and U.S. Park Police on horseback were stationed along Third Street NW near the U.S. Capitol. Officers held their hands over their hearts as a brigade of police motorcycles and cruisers drove past.
Inside the cars sat Carroll, Bowser, and Bennett's wife and parents. The street fell quiet as they drove past, the only noise coming from a helicopter overhead.
Dana Hedgpeth contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/01/08/dc-police-officer-dies-struck-by-vehicle/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Mild for now. Chance of showers late Friday; could be a rainy Saturday
After highs mainly in the 50s through Saturday, cooler 40s to near 50 settle in Sunday into next week.

Rock Creek Park near the National Zoo. (angela n./Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2026-01-08
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Evening 40s aren't too chilly under partly cloudy skies. Overnight lows dip to the mid-30s to near 40.
What's next? Showers are possible Friday afternoon into evening, and it could be a soaking Saturday. After highs mainly in the 50s through Saturday, cooler 40s to near 50 settle in Sunday into next week.

Saturday rainfall forecast from the European model. (WeatherBell/Capital Weather Gang) 


Friday: A line of light to moderate showers could come through from northwest to southeast about 2 p.m. to 10 p.m., with rain in any given location probably only lasting up to an hour or two. This may be somewhat of a broken line of showers, so some spots may see very little rain while others get perhaps up to about 0.25 inches.
Saturday: The period from about 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. looks particularly rainy. But some showers could easily start up earlier in the morning and linger later into the night. A solid 0.5 inches to 1 inch of rain seems like a decent bet as of now, and some locations could go over 1 inch.
Temperatures: Friday highs in the 50s to near 60. With clouds and rain, Saturday has trended cooler with highs potentially stalling in the upper 40s to mid-50s.
With highs in the 50s and 60s through the weekend, snow is off the table. It will turn colder next week but, even then, chances for snow are limited. There's some chatter on social media about snow prospects increasing toward the end of next week. The overall pattern, however, does not appear ideal. Everything would "have to line up perfectly," said Wes Junker, Capital Weather Gang's winter weather expert, "and that doesn't look to be the case as of now."

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


The European modeling system simulates about 50-50 odds of at least an inch of snow over the next 15 days. We are into the coldest time of year and, with predicted temperatures trending lower, it would not be surprising to see some chances pop up. But, at the moment, no clear opportunity for snow has emerged.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Partly cloudy skies this evening turn mostly cloudy overnight. Lows end up in the mid-30s to near 40. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Clouds rule the day, though it should stay dry until midafternoon or so, with highs are in the mid- to upper 50s and some breezes from the south. Showers should start moving through from west to east after 2 or 3 p.m. Some spots could see barely any rain while others get up to an hour or two of rain . Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Showers continue to move through from west to east, exiting the area by around 10 p.m. Again, some spots could see barely any rain while others get up to an hour or two of rain. Lows fall into the upper 40s and low 50s. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Shower chances rise again by Saturday morning, with rain likely mid-morning through later afternoon or early evening. It could be a decent soaking. With cloudy skies and rain, the temperature forecast has trended cooler with highs potentially stalling in the upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium
Turning breezy behind the front Sunday. It may take some time to clear clouds out of here, but increased sunshine is likely with time. Daytime readings top out in the upper 40s to low 50s. They could fall off before sunset as chillier air makes a stronger push. Confidence: Medium
Back to more seasonable temperatures to start the new workweek with a return of sunshine. Maybe only upper 30s to low 40s Monday, then deeper into the 40s on Tuesday. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: Not quite as pleasant as Wednesday but still more than decent for January. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1988, a calendar-day record 6.3 inches of snow blanketed the District. The previous day, 1.7 inches had fallen, producing a storm total of 8 inches. This was a well-predicted, powdery snow that forecasters saw coming for days as it tracked across the southern United States and then turned up the East Coast. Temperatures hovered in the teens and 20s as the fluffy flakes piled up.
"Washington took the day off yesterday as a major winter storm dumped up to nine inches of powdery snow on the city and its suburbs, shutting down government offices, businesses and schools, but creating few of the traffic nightmares that have plagued the region during past snow emergencies," The Washington Post reported the next day.
And on this day in 1780, the D.C. region was in the midst of one of the coldest times ever documented. Both the Potomac River and much of the Chesapeake Bay were frozen solid; people walked from Annapolis to Kent Island in Maryland. "This winter was so cold that ice was piled 20 feet high along the Virginia Coast and stayed there until spring!," the National Weather Service wrote.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 31
	Record high: 73 (2008)
	Record low: 0 (1878)
	Record precipitation: 2.21 inches (1884)
	Record snowfall: 13.0 inches (1996)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Md. police officer indicted in crash that killed retired D.C. detective
Anthony Coleman was off duty and driving under the influence, officials say, when he fatally struck Carlton Herndon, a district court bailiff, on July 7.

Prince George's County police had placed Anthony Coleman on administrative leave with pay after the deadly crash. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Weiner, Jasmine Golden | 2026-01-08
A Prince George's County police officer has been indicted on charges of negligent manslaughter involving a vehicle, homicide by motor vehicle while impaired by alcohol and other related counts in a fatal crash in July, Prince George's County State's Attorney Tara Jackson said in a news release Thursday. A retired D.C. police detective was killed.
Anthony Coleman, who was 34 at the time of the crash, was accused of drinking and speeding on July 7 and crashing his Ford F-250 truck into a Nissan Maxima driven by Carlton Herndon on Route 301 in Prince George's, Maryland State police said in a news release at the time of the crash.
Herndon, 56, of Clinton, Maryland, was pronounced dead at the scene, police said. Retired from the D.C. police department after 28 years, Herndon served as a district court bailiff in Prince George's County, according to the state's attorney's office.
Coleman was off duty at the time of the crash, police said, and driving his personal vehicle. He had been placed on administrative leave with pay by the county police department. Following the indictment, the department said Thursday that Coleman is now suspended without pay. An internal affairs investigation remains ongoing.

Carlton Herndon, 56, who served three decades in the D.C. police, died in a car crash in July. (Family Photo)


Iris Toyer, Herndon's mother, said she hopes Coleman receives a sentence that keeps him from ever being able to drink and drive again.
"The very same thing he would arrest someone for doing, he goes out and does it," she said. "He did not take his oath of office seriously. I think that it was disrespectful to not only to my family, but all the other people on the road."
At his funeral, mourners described Herndon's son as warm-hearted and protective, and as someone who joked constantly, dressed stylishly and loved his friends and family.
"He was the kind of officer and detective you wanted on your team. Calm under pressure, sharp on the streets, and always good for a laugh when the job got too heavy," Durriyyah Habeebullah, a retired colleague from the D.C. police, said at his funeral. "But the badge didn't define him. It just reflected who he already was: strong, loyal, dependable, and full of life."
Herndon was one of 97 people killed on the roads of Prince George's County last year, according to state records. About a third of those crashes involved drugs or alcohol. Route 301, which passes through Maryland on its way from Delaware to Florida, has long been known as dangerous. The state did a study back in 1998 of why so many people had died on the highway, but little has been done in the past quarter-century to make it safer.
It was not immediately clear whether Coleman has an attorney.
"He's entitled to his due process," said Sherrice Carpenter, president of Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 89, the union that represents Prince George's County police officers. "We stand behind him while he gets that."
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Maryland
Gov. Wes Moore bill would let Maryland bypass federal vaccine schedule
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore is proposing legislation that would decouple vaccine recommendations from federal guidance days after the Trump administration overhauled the childhood vaccine schedule.

Maryland, led by Gov. Wes Moore, is one of multiple states with Democratic governors that in recent days formalized support for the previous vaccine schedule. (Jonathan Newton/for The Washington Post)


By Jenna Portnoy | 2026-01-08
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) on Thursday proposed legislation that would empower the state health secretary to issue vaccine recommendations -- making it the latest state to reject the Trump administration's overhaul of the childhood vaccine schedule.
The bill would give Maryland Secretary of Health Meena Seshamani the authority to recommend vaccines, screening and preventative services after considering the recommendations of medical associations such as the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family Physicians and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
Seshamani said her recommendations would have implications for which vaccines are covered by some insurance plans and which vaccines pharmacists may administer. The Moore administration shared broad outlines of the bill, which has not yet been made public ahead of a legislative session starting Jan. 14. Officials said they could not yet say when the provision would expire, if ever.
The move comes after the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Monday upended the closely watched list of routine shots recommended for children, no longer advising shots for rotavirus, influenza, meningococcal disease and hepatitis A. These vaccinations are instead recommended for smaller groups of children and babies considered at higher risk or if a doctor recommends it. The new guidance came without consulting with CDC experts.
Seshamani has been an vocal advocate for vaccines and just this week urged residents to get vaccinated against the flu, as cases surge in the region.
"With the swirl and uncertainty at the federal level, evidence-based data will continue to be our North Star," Seshamani told reporters Wednesday. "Vaccines remain one of the most powerful public health tools that we have to keep ourselves our families and our communities healthy and safe from disease."

"Vaccines remain one of the most powerful public health tools that we have to keep ourselves our families and our communities healthy and safe from disease," Maryland Health Secretary Meena Seshamani said. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


Maryland is one of multiple states with Democratic governors states and D.C. that in recent days formalized support for the previous vaccine schedule, which had been backed by their own public health departments and medical associations.
The D.C. immunization schedule remains unchanged and continues to be covered by public and private insurers in the District, according to a statement from the city's health department.
The District's schedule mirrors recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics and American Academy of Family Physicians, including advice for children to get covid and flu vaccines to protect against serious disease. The Northeast Public Health Collaborative, of which Maryland is a member, also endorsed the medical associations' recommendations.
The Virginia health department, which is in the final weeks of the Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) administration, did not respond to a request for comment.
Days before federal health agencies under Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. issued the new vaccine schedule, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D) signed a law affirming the state's public health department authority to issue vaccine guidance based on advice from its expert advisory committee.
As the planned Maryland bill aims to do, the Illinois statue requires state-regulated insurers cover vaccines as recommended by the state panel, not federal health agencies.
In San Francisco, health department officials on Wednesday reaffirmed their commitment to recommendations from the state of California and the West Coast Health Alliance, which both endorse the American Academy of Pediatrics schedule.
"It is a tragedy for any child to become seriously ill or die from an infectious disease that could have been prevented through vaccination," San Francisco Health Officer Susan Philip said in a statement.
The childhood immunization schedule is important because pediatricians often rely on it to advise parents about which vaccines their babies and children should receive.
In addition, most states use the CDC-issued schedule to determine criteria for school admission, which vaccines pharmacists may administer, insurance coverage and requirements for hospitals and health care workers. There are hundreds of references to the federal agency's guidance in laws or regulations of 49 states, according to an analysis by the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials.
Maryland officials have taken other steps to ensure vaccine access.
Last year, in anticipation of potential changes at the federal level, state lawmakers passed a bill requiring insurance plans to cover vaccines that had been recommended by the CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices before the Trump administration took office.
"This legislation would enable there to be a more dynamic determination of what are the recommended vaccines that insurance providers have to cover," Seshamani said of the new bill.
Moore last year also announced $2.8 million to cover vaccines for uninsured and underinsured adults, as programs for children already do.
State officials have also issued standing orders for covid vaccines for Maryland residents 6 months and older, and cleared the way for pharmacists to administer covid vaccines to children 3 and older. Last month, after ACIP said newborns should no longer receive a hepatitis B vaccine within 24 hours of birth, Seshamani reiterated the importance of the vaccine as highly effective in preventing newborn infection.
Maryland Deputy Health Secretary Meg Sullivan acknowledged that dueling guidance can be confusing for parents.
"As a pediatrician, the most important thing for me is that for any recommended vaccine or medication or treatment that I, or a fellow health care provider, is recommending that parents have all of the information they need and have all of their questions answered," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/01/08/maryland-vaccine-bill-wes-moore/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C., Md. & Va.
Blistering report says D.C. police lost public trust by working with ICE
A D.C. Council committee accused the Bowser administration of not being transparent enough. The mayor says outrage about ICE should be directed at the feds.

Saoirse Doyle leads a chant at an August protest of the deployment of federal officers and the National Guard to the District. (Kayla Bartkowski/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright | 2026-01-08
A D.C. Council committee slammed Mayor Muriel E. Bowser's administration Thursday for what it said was a failure to level with residents about police cooperation with federal immigration enforcement efforts.
Bowser (D) and public safety officials have repeatedly stressed that D.C. police do not enforce immigration laws or initiate immigration investigations. Still, citing resident testimony and media reports, the council's public works and operations committee, chaired by Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1), issued a blistering report that accused the administration of allowing police officers to patrol with immigration authorities and refusing to clarify the extent of the city's cooperation with deportation efforts.
The committee's most significant finding, Nadeau said in an interview, was that residents have lost trust in their police department as a result of perceived coziness with immigration authorities. Nadeau, whose committee oversees the office of human rights -- which she said gave her jurisdiction over the matter -- said those perceptions would cause immigrants to fear police, who had previously assured residents that reporting a crime would not lead to deportation.
"It took generations to build that trust," Nadeau said, "and it is now going to take generations to rebuild it."
At a news conference Thursday -- the day after an Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent fatally shot a woman in Minneapolis -- Bowser declined to comment on the D.C. Council report but said outrage about ICE activity should be directed toward the federal government, not the city.
"You could ask me a thousand questions, you could send a thousand questions to the chief about ICE," she said. "ICE is patrolling American cities. If we don't want that, the Congress has to stop funding ICE, because thousands of agents who are untrained to police urban environments are on our streets. That's where the questions should be placed."
D.C. lawmakers have been pursuing answers from Bowser's administration and the police about the extent of their collaboration with federal immigration agents over the past six months, as ICE boosted its presence in the city and the Trump administration urged D.C.'s government to comply with their aggressive deportation agenda. While Bowser administration officials have stressed that immigration enforcement is not a local police goal, they have repeatedly declined to explain why D.C. police have been present during stops that led to deportations.
The committee acknowledged that Bowser had been put in a difficult position under President Donald Trump, who often retaliates against politicians who provoke his ire. Still, the report urged Bowser and D.C. police to roll back policies that opened the door to more collaboration with federal immigration agents, and called on them to be more transparent about what kinds of cooperation have transpired.
The acceleration of immigration enforcement in D.C. began in August, when Trump declared a crime emergency and seized control of the city's police department for 30 days, exercising a power he has under the law to temporarily compel D.C. police to comply with federal orders.
In a city where local police frequently work with federal agencies to investigate crime, some forms of collaboration during the emergency were not new. But others were jarring for residents, particularly the many cases in which police were seen alongside ICE agents at traffic checkpoints. While D.C. police had long-standing policies that limited information-sharing with immigration authorities, a federal judge said the Trump administration was probably within its authority to demand that D.C. cooperate with immigration enforcement during the 30-day emergency.
Starting in August, federal immigration arrests spiked in the District -- and in most cases, those arrested had no prior criminal record. Many arrests were carried out without warrants, which a federal judge said was probably illegal.
While Bowser does not have the power to prevent federal immigration enforcement, residents and lawmakers have called for her to more forcefully disentangle police from patrols with federal immigration agencies. After Trump's 30-day emergency expired, photos and videos showed D.C. police officers next to agents with vests labeled "HSI" for Homeland Security Investigations -- a branch of ICE. In two of those cases, including one in which a D.C. police officer handed a man's wrists to a Homeland Security officer, men detained by the police ended up in ICE custody.
Police officials have said that although they do not patrol with ICE agents, all federal agents patrolling with officers are authorized to conduct immigration enforcement. Bowser, who has voiced concern about masked ICE agents "terrorizing communities" in D.C., has also said she was working to remove HSI from a task force that jointly patrolled with the police. Asked Thursday about the progress of those efforts, Bowser said she would "continue to work to have only DOJ agencies on the task force," such as the Drug Enforcement Administration or FBI.
"To the extent that HSI or any other agency is out in the community, they are out in the community without [D.C. police] every day," Bowser said, noting that she did not have control over federal immigration authorities' deployment in the District.
Nadeau said in an interview that she had faced "complete obstruction" from the Bowser administration and police department when she asked for information about incidents in which residents saw police working alongside immigration agents. She added that she felt Bowser administration officials had "no desire to get to the bottom of any of my concerns."

Council members Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) and Brianne K. Nadeau in July. (Leah Millis/For The Washington Post)


At a December council hearing, when asked whether D.C. police were cooperating with federal immigration agencies, Assistant Police Chief Andre Wright said they were not.
"So why are we hearing testimony that there is such cooperation?" Nadeau asked, questioning whether Wright had heard the scores of residents who testified that they had seen D.C. police alongside immigration authorities after the end of the emergency.
Wright said he had not, but had heard some talk: "I've definitely heard. I've heard it said at [the department], but what I can tell you is, I've never witnessed that myself. I've never had direct knowledge of anything, and it's never been reported up to me."
Nadeau, in an interview, said eyewitness testimony contradicted the statements from D.C. officials.
"It is clear from the testimony we heard, and what I've seen with my own eyes, that MPD is cooperating with ICE," she said, referring to the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department. But "the big question," Nadeau added, is whether that cooperation violates the city's sanctuary law, which limits local authorities from sharing information with federal immigration authorities.
Bowser established an "emergency operations center" to coordinate with federal law enforcement -- a strategy she saw as a way of assuring Trump he need not extend his emergency control of local police beyond 30 days. She has stressed that she explicitly did not put federal immigration agencies on a list of city partners. Still, Nadeau's committee urged Bowser to rescind the order and cease that coordination, which the committee said was unnecessary.
Nadeau's committee also recommended that the police chief rescind an order issued during Trump's emergency that allowed officers to share information with immigration authorities about people not in custody, including those contacted at traffic stops. At the December hearing, Deputy Mayor Lindsey Appiah said the order was "no longer operative" once Trump's emergency declaration expired. But the Bowser administration has struggled to explain why, if the order is no longer in effect, it has not been rescinded.
At Thursday's news conference, interim D.C. police chief Jeffery Carroll -- less than a week into the job -- did not commit to rescinding the order and said he was continuing to evaluate the policy to determine the best path forward. Last month, Carroll said that the department was "here for the entire community, including the Hispanic population," and that he did not want anyone to be afraid to contact the police.
Nadeau said she hopes to firm up the city's sanctuary law to make clear that D.C. police should not share information with ICE for civil immigration enforcement purposes. That could be accomplished through a bill introduced last month by council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4), which would prohibit D.C. agencies from providing transportation for immigration authorities, conducting surveillance or patrol operations related to immigration enforcement, or joining federal law enforcement operations outside schools and recreation centers barring extraordinary circumstances.
Nadeau is not the only lawmaker seeking answers from the Bowser administration. In December, the council's public safety committee chair, Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), sent a detailed letter to D.C. police Chief Pamela A. Smith, who resigned later that month, seeking more information about immigration enforcement. Among other questions, the letter asked how many arrests for civil immigration violations were made by federal agents during joint patrols with police, and how many times police have shared information with immigration authorities pursuant to the chief's August order.
The letter was signed by all other council members. On Thursday, a day before the deadline Pinto gave in the letter, Carroll said the police department was reviewing the letter and planned to respond.
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C. region saw more than 72,000 federal jobs lost in 2025, new data shows
Maryland lost more federal jobs than any other state in the country, a massive blow for a local economy where federal jobs make up about 6 percent of overall employment. 

Former federal government employees attend a job fair in the District. (Michael A. McCoy/For The Washington Post)


By Dana Hedgpeth, Federica  Cocco, Katie Shepherd | 2026-01-08
The D.C. region shed about 72,000 federal government jobs last year, according to unemployment figures released Wednesday by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Federal government employment in the District has dropped by roughly 24,000 jobs since last January, while Maryland and Virginia have seen losses of about 24,900 and 23,500 positions, respectively, according to BLS data.
Some displaced workers may have found jobs elsewhere, but the figures capture the scale of the federal pullback. Much of the contraction came in the autumn: between September and November, total payroll employment in Washington fell by about 19,000 jobs, with roughly 16,000 of those losses concentrated in federal government employment. Deferred resignations for federal employees took effect at the end of September, rolling thousands of workers off the federal payroll.
Terry Clower, director of the Center for Regional Analysis at George Mason University, said the shrinking of the federal government last year is "not unlike" changes that hit industries in the Midwest in the 1970s.
"The company in a company town closes up shop and you get a massive shock," he said. "It's not like the federal government will get tiny. But it's a substantial pullback and it will affect other sectors."
Nationally, the unemployment rate was at 4.6 percent as of November -- about 0.4 of a percentage point higher than in November 2024.
Maryland lost more federal jobs than any other state, a massive blow for a local economy where federal jobs make up about 6 percent of overall employment and about 10 percent of wages, according to a report published in June by the Maryland Comptroller and University of Maryland Robert H. Smith School of Business. The state lost 10,000 federal positions in October alone.
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) on Wednesday morning slammed the Trump administration for taking "draconian measures to slash a federal workforce."
"Donald Trump ran on a premise that he alone could fix it. What he didn't tell the American people was that he alone could break it," Moore said at a Board of Public Works meeting. "And the policies we continue to see from this White House have continued to make all our lives harder."
The governor, who is widely speculated to be a potential 2028 presidential hopeful, said the state is trying to counteract the loss in federal jobs by growing the private sector and diversifying its economy. Moore has encouraged the growth of several "lighthouse industries," including life sciences, technology, aerospace and defense.
He touted recent investments by AstraZeneca and Samsung Biologics that will create new jobs in Maryland, and an unemployment rate of 4.2 percent that has remained below the national average.
Still, Moore said he expects to see ongoing economic declines as the state confronts federal policy decisions that threaten the federal jobs Maryland has traditionally relied on and that will shift more of the burden of funding health insurance and other programs to the state.
"While we know that there's not a single state in this country that has the balance sheet to make up for the kind of damage that we are seeing from the folks in Washington, we also know that from the policies that we are seeing on board, that things are only getting worse," Moore said.
Maryland Labor Secretary Portia Wu said that the state's private sector has been more resilient but also saw a loss of 4,400 jobs in October and November. Wu attributed many of those losses to weaker-than-expected seasonal hiring in industries such as transportation, warehousing and utilities. Hiring for entry-level positions in internet technology and professional services also have slowed, she added.
Maryland has not yet seen a substantial uptick in unemployment filings, Wu said, although she noted that is a lagging indicator because some former federal workers may still be receiving severance payments. She also said that the state anticipates more losses when that data is released next month as additional federal job cuts take effect.
In D.C., the unemployment rate rose to 6.5 percent on a seasonally adjusted basis, up from 5.3 percent in November 2024. At its peak in 2025, nearly 12,000 residents were claiming unemployment insurance, the highest level since December 2021, even as many laid-off workers remained in severance periods.
Virginia's unemployment rate increased to 3.5 percent, up from 2.9 percent in November 2024. Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) said in a statement that the November jobs report shows an "anticipated shift from government-focused employment to the Commonwealth's robust and growing private sector."
Bryan Slater, Virginia's labor secretary, said in an interview Wednesday that the state's unemployment rate is "elevated from last year."
"It could be better," Slater said, "but it could be a whole, whole lot worse." He called the state's economy "pretty resilient," and pointed to more than $150 billion in capital investment over the past four years by private companies and the strength of the technology, health care and defense industries.
Slater said that even with federal job losses, "we tend to weather these things." He said some people who have left the federal government have found jobs in other sectors, decided they're going to fully retire or have a financial cushion and are not going through the process to file for unemployment claims.
But there are signs of strains in the private sector.
In the D.C. area in 2025, 123 private companies announced job cuts impacting about 13,200 workers -- making it the highest annual total since the pandemic in 2020.
Clower said he expects that there will be an impact going into the new year.
"We have a lot of households in this region that have had their income disrupted," he said. "We'll see spillover well into this year that will start to work on the economy.
"They won't spend as much in restaurants," he said. "They won't spend as much on retail."
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Maryland
After 25 days, ICE releases Maryland woman who says she is a U.S. citizen
Dulce Consuelo Diaz Morales was detained in December despite her legal team's claims that she was born in the United States.

Dulce Consuelo Diaz Morales, 22, was arrested by ICE on Dec. 14 in Baltimore and is facing deportation. (Dulce Consuelo Diaz Morales)


By Joe Heim | 2026-01-08
The Department of Homeland Security on Wednesday released a Maryland woman who was held for 25 days despite evidence that her lawyers say proves she was born in the United States and is a citizen.
Dulce Consuelo Diaz Morales, 22, walked out of a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention center Wednesday afternoon in Elizabeth, New Jersey, where she was met by members of her legal team, according to one of her lawyers, Victoria Slatton.
"We were afraid that it wasn't really going to happen, and then when we saw her, it was very surreal and we were really, really happy," Slatton said in an interview. "There was a lot of tearing up."
Slatton said the case against Diaz Morales has not yet been dismissed by the government and she could still face deportation proceedings. But Slatton is confident her client's claim to citizenship has been established.
"She is a U.S. citizen. She was born here. I think that we've presented more than enough evidence, but we will continue to fight it until every single court accepts and acknowledges it," she said.
Though she was relieved to see her client freed, Slatton said that the lengthy detention was unwarranted and unnecessary, and that evidence establishing Diaz Morales is a citizen was provided to the government within days of her arrest.
"I am extremely happy that she was released today, and I hope that she is never taken into custody again," Slatton said. "But I also want it known that she was in custody for 25 days, and it should not take as much evidence as we submitted or as much of a fight as we had for a U.S. citizen to be released from custody."
The Department of Homeland Security did not immediately respond to a request for comment on its decision to release Diaz Morales on Wednesday.
Diaz Morales was arrested by ICE agents in Baltimore on Dec. 14 while she was leaving a Taco Bell with her younger sister. Her sister said Diaz Morales told the agents she was a U.S. citizen.
DHS, using a different last name for Diaz Morales, said after her arrest that she was in the U.S. illegally.
"Dulce Consuelo Madrigal Diaz is NOT a U.S. citizen -- she is an illegal alien from Mexico," DHS spokeswoman Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement emailed to The Washington Post in December. "She did NOT provide a valid U.S. birth certificate or any evidence in support of her claim that she is a U.S. citizen. On Dec. 14, ICE arrested this illegal alien in Baltimore. On Oct. 20, 2023, when CBP encountered her near Lukeville, Arizona, Madrigal-Diaz claimed she was a citizen of Mexico and was born on Oct. 18, 2003."
Four days after her arrest, a Maryland District Court judge barred the government from deporting Diaz Morales while the court considered a petition from her lawyers challenging the detention.
According to her lawyers, Diaz Morales moved from the U.S. to Mexico with her family in 2009 or 2010 and returned in 2023 to escape cartel violence. They said she was stopped by immigration officers when she reentered the U.S. In January, she received a removal order from the Justice Department's Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR).
During her 25-day detainment, Diaz Morales was transferred often and held in five detention centers in Maryland, Louisiana, Texas and, finally, New Jersey. Her lawyers were only able to speak to her twice during her detention, Slatton said.
On Tuesday, Diaz Morales's lawyers filed additional documents with EOIR to support their client's citizenship claim, including hospital records from her birth that included her footprints and her mother's fingerprints. They also provided clearer versions of her Maryland birth certificate and immunization records, which they had previously provided to the court and DHS.
The new filing included an extensive analysis of all of Diaz Morales's birth and immunization records by C. Nicholas Cuneo, an assistant professor of pediatrics and medicine at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.
"While a few discrepancies exist, such as variations in recorded birth weights and the absence of first and middle names on the birth certificate, these can often be attributed to routine clerical practices and, in the case of the incomplete birth certificate, potential language barriers faced by non-native English speakers navigating a bureaucratic state records system," Cuneo wrote in his assessment. "Overall, the documents reviewed not only suggest Ms. Diaz Morales's continuity of care as an infant, but they also substantially support her claim of being a U.S. citizen born in Maryland."
On Wednesday evening, Diaz Morales was being driven home to Maryland by her lawyers. She said she was looking forward to seeing her 5-year-old son and the rest of her family.
"Now that I am free, I feel much better, but while I was detained, the lows were really low and I felt very sad, but I thank God now it's over," Diaz Morales said, speaking in Spanish with her lawyer interpreting. "I want to hug my son first and then my family."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Warming up into the weekend; showers possible Friday and Saturday
Daytime highs are in the 50s and 60s through Saturday before trending colder again.

Blue skies and birds in D.C. (George Jiang/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2026-01-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around the clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Under mostly clear skies, temperatures dip to lows in the mid-30s. Winds are light. It could be another dewy early a.m. Thursday, or some frost in spots.
What's next? Mostly sunny tomorrow with mild afternoon highs in the mid-50s. Warmer upper 50s to mid-60s Friday and Saturday with increasing rain chances.
After starting off the season on the snowy side, there's been nothing of note since Dec. 14.




D.C. is now about an inch below average for snowfall to date with the 1.5 inches that fell in early December up against an average of 2.5 inches through the first week of January. Dulles International Airport's 2.1 inches is well below the season-to-date norm of 3.8 inches. The higher elevation and more rural Damascus has picked up 6.4 inches, which is closer to average.
The map above, based on data from the National Weather Service, shows the most below-average snow zone to be centered over West Virginia's eastern panhandle, then extending into western parts of our area. Locations both north and east and southwest of our area are still running above average for snowfall to date.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


One week into January and we're already running behind on precipitation, with nothing measurable so far. Each of the past six months has brought less rain than normal, and moderate to severe drought covers the region. But a storm system coming through Saturday may give us a chance to close January's deficit, at least.
Computer models suggest numerous showers and perhaps a slug of steadier rain moving through the area. Here's how much different models project for the Beltway area:
	UK Met: 1.25 to 1.75 inches
	American: 0.9 to 1.3 inches
	American AI: 1 to 1.1 inches
	European: 0.7 to 1.0 inches
	European AI: 0.7 to 0.8 inches
	Canadian: 0.4 to 0.7 inches

The exact timing of the rain is still to be determined. Some spotty showers are possible as soon as late Friday, but rain is most likely Saturday from early morning to late at night.
The rain may spoil the predicted unseasonably mild temperatures, but we need it!
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Light winds from the northwest bring in slightly colder air. Overnight lows range through the 30s under mostly clear skies. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Mostly sunny with light winds from the south. After the somewhat chilly start, we should see afternoon highs range from low 50s in the far north to mid-50s most other spots. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Increasing clouds with lows in the 40s. Confidence: High
A look ahead
A light but steady breeze from the south on Friday warms up to afternoon highs in the upper 50s to mid-60s despite plenty of clouds. A few light showers are possible Friday into Friday night with a warm front nearby. Temperatures stay mild Friday night as they hover in the 50s. Confidence: Medium
Showers look to be more numerous Saturday as a cold front approaches, with maybe a period of steadier rain as well. We're mostly cloudy and still mild with highs again in the upper 50s to mid-60s. Shower chances continue Saturday night with lows in the 40s to near 50. Confidence: Low-Medium
A shower could linger into early Sunday morning. Otherwise skies turn partly sunny and winds turn gusty from the west. Temperatures don't rise much, remaining fairly steady in the mid-40s to low 50s. Confidence: Low-Medium
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: The chill finally relents with some sun and 50s to near 60 in the afternoon. A cool breeze keeps us from a higher score. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1996, the massive Blizzard of 1996 produced a calendar-day record 13 inches of snow. By the time the storm ended on Jan. 8, snowfall ranged from 15 inches in southeast portions of the area to 25 inches in the far north and west suburbs. Reagan National Airport received 17.1 inches of snow, Dulles Airport 24.6 inches and Baltimore-Washington International Airport 22.5 inches.
A prolonged dry slot and changeover to sleet during the middle of the storm kept it from rivaling the Knickerbocker Snowstorm of 1922, the biggest on record for D.C.
Two additional snow events during the following week kept snow cover deep across the region. Then a sudden thaw and rainstorm resulted in rapid snowmelt and historic flooding along the Potomac River.
Additional reading on the storm:
	Whiteout: 30 Years Later, Look Back at the Historic Blizzard of 1996 (Northern Virginia magazine)
	The Blizzard of '96 in Retrospect (National Weather Service)

Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 31
	Record high: 76 (1907)
	Record low: 5 (1884)
	Record precipitation: 1.33 inches (1908)
	Record snowfall: 13.0 inches (1996)
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D.C.
D.C. leaders push back on U.S. DOT proposal to ban city traffic cameras
The proposal to ban traffic cameras could cost D.C. more than $100 million and strike at the heart of traffic safety efforts.

Speed cameras capture motorists on Interstate 395 in the District. (Daniel Britt/THE WASHINGTON POST)


By Rachel Weiner, Meagan Flynn | 2026-01-07
D.C. officials pushed back Wednesday against a reported Department of Transportation proposal that threatens to cut funding for the city unless hundreds of traffic cameras are removed from its streets.
"Removing [traffic] cameras would endanger people in our community" and "mean cuts to everyday services," Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said in a statement. "We call on our federal partners to stand with us in prioritizing safety and respecting the District's ability to govern our own streets."
The proposal, as reported by Politico, would "prohibit the operation of automated traffic camera enforcement in the District of Columbia." If passed by Congress, it could cause the city to lose hundreds of millions in revenue and strike at the heart of the city's traffic safety efforts.
Bowser has raised her concerns with federal officials, according to a person familiar who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private discussions. D.C. Department of Transportation Director Sharon Kershbaum said she is "optimistic that this will get squared away and not end up with any sort of ban."
A spokesman for the U.S. Department of Transportation declined to address the leaked proposal but said in a statement that the agency "is constantly examining a broad set of preliminary policy options on transportation matters."
Rep. Pat Harrigan (R-North Carolina), who has pushed to ban speed cameras nationwide, said it came up at a Republican retreat Tuesday where lawmakers discussed policy proposals with President Donald Trump. It's a way to "make an immediate impact" on affordability, he argued: "Speed cameras are 100 percent a cash grab straight out of the pockets of the American middle class."
Republicans in Congress, led by Rep. Scott Perry (Pennsylvania), have repeatedly sought to ban the city from using automatic traffic enforcement cameras. Those efforts have not succeeded, but the Trump administration's involvement could give the proposal more ammunition. Under the Constitution, Congress has oversight of the city and can block D.C. policies or funding. It's a power lawmakers have been leveraging more often, starting with an override of D.C. policing laws during a 2023 crime wave and accelerating under the current Trump administration.
Although cameras generate significant city revenue, officials say their primary purpose is safety. For years traffic deaths in D.C. kept rising even though speeds fell where cameras were located. But D.C. leaders credit declining traffic deaths and major injuries in 2025 in part to a major expansion of the camera network.
"It's an important and effective tool," Kershbaum said. She noted that more than 20 states have traffic cameras and both Maryland and Virginia are expanding their use: "There really is a widespread support for camera enforcement."
In the past year, the city also began suing drivers from other states who fail to pay their tickets.
"We have finally been able to make significant headway in holding dangerous drivers accountable," said Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), who wrote the legislation making those lawsuits possible. "This would be a horrible, absolutely horrible move, to take away something that actually makes D.C. streets safer."
The District currently has 546 cameras in operation, but 210 of those are attached to buses and ticket drivers who block bus-only lanes. There are 208 stationary speed cameras, 56 red light cameras and 33 stop sign cameras. Fines range from $100 for going 11 to 15 miles over the speed limit to $500 for passing a school bus with flashing lights.
Traffic cameras generally poll well in the District and elsewhere, but local lawmakers and community activists have expressed concern that the burden of escalating fines falls too heavily on lower-income Black residents. Last year the city launched a pilot program offering reduced fines to people who receive food assistance.
A ban on cameras was included in a House appropriations bill last year, but Congress never passed it. In September, Perry successfully included an amendment to ban the cameras in an unrelated D.C. bill involving criminal justice, which advanced from the House Oversight Committee but has yet to get a vote from the full chamber.
At the time, the Bowser administration had estimated the provision would blow a $180 million hole in its fiscal 2026 budget. Between fiscal years 2023 and 2025, revenue the city raked in from the cameras has ranged from about $140 million to $267 million, according to the office of D.C.'s chief financial officer.
Republicans in Congress and the Trump administration have tried to force numerous transportation policy changes since Trump took office, often by attempts to restrict or withhold funding.
House Republicans have sought to block D.C. from enforcing a law banning right turns on red at most intersections. In March, Bowser painted over the "Black Lives Matter" mural on 16th Street NW near the White House after a House Republican threatened to withhold federal transportation funds if she did not.
Under U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy, the U.S. Department of Transportation has used similar tactics to force policy changes in D.C. and elsewhere, but courts have blocked some of those efforts. A federal judge in Rhode Island ruled in November that a threat to withhold federal transportation funding from states that do not cooperate with federal immigration enforcement "blatantly violates" the Constitution. A federal court has also blocked his demand that New York City stop implementing congestion pricing.
After the removal of the Black Lives Matter mural, Duffy proclaimed that street art was unsafe and should be removed from all city roads. That has not happened. A long rainbow mural was painted on 15th Street during last summer's World Pride.
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Tech
Google and chatbot start-up Character move to settle teen suicide lawsuits
The companies said in court filings that they aim to settle five lawsuits from families alleging that Character.AI chatbots harmed minors and caused  two suicides.

(Bloomberg/Getty Images)


By Nitasha Tiku | 2026-01-08
Google and the artificial intelligence company Character.AI have agreed to settle a series of high-profile lawsuits with families alleging that chatbots on Character's popular app harmed children, leading two teens to take their own lives, among other claims.
In joint filings with the families in multiple U.S. district courts this week, the tech companies said they were working to finalize settlements in five cases, including a wrongful-death suit brought in Orlando by Megan Garcia, the mother of 14-year-old Sewell Setzer III, who died by suicide after extensive time spent talking to a chatbot on Character's app.
U.S. District Judge Anne C. Conway in Orlando dismissed Garcia's case late Wednesday, in an order that said the parties had reached a settlement. The case helped trigger a wave of concern from parents, online safety advocates and lawmakers and the potential harms of AI. Stories from bereaved families helped spur congressional hearings and a Federal Trade Commission investigation into the risks that AI chatbots may pose to users' mental health.
Character, Google and law firms representing the families declined to comment. Google, which licensed Character's technology and hired its co-founders in a $2.7 billion deal in 2024, is named as a defendant in each suit against the smaller chatbot company.
Details of the settlements in the other cases have not been finalized, according to court filings on Tuesday and Wednesday, but the decision to settle could prevent clear rulings on when or if AI companies can be held liable for the outputs of their AI models, said Eric Goldman, a professor at the Santa Clara University School of Law.
"That question has extraordinary implications for the potential future of generative AI," Goldman said.
Several families have alleged in separate, more recent cases that ChatGPT led users to take their own lives, filing wrongful-death suits against its maker, OpenAI. Some AI researchers have warned that chatbots designed to keep people talking can encourage psychological dependency, emotional reliance and manipulation. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
The lawsuits against Character and Google headed toward settlements also include a wrongful-death claim filed in September in U.S. District Court in Denver by the parents of 13-year-old Juliana Peralta, who allege that she took her own life after extensive conversations with AI companions on Character's app.
The chatbots that are offered by the company, which are customized by users, are known as AI companions and are often used for role-play, therapy and sex. Many are based on fictional characters from anime or celebrities.
Another case that Character, Google and the plaintiffs are working to settle was filed in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas in 2024 by A.F., a mother who alleged that her 17-year-old son, identified as J.F., began cutting himself, withdrew from his family and lost 20 pounds after he grew dependent on the Character app.
One chatbot suggested to J.F. that self-harm could be a way to cope with sadness, according to screenshots of messages included in the complaint.
J.F.'s mother and Garcia, the mother of Sewell, both testified before the Senate in September in a hearing about the harms of chatbots, where lawmakers argued that AI companies must be held accountable if their products fail to protect minors.
California state Sen. Steve Padilla (D) said in a statement that Garcia's lawsuit, filed in October 2024, drew a national spotlight to the dangers of AI chatbots. He worked with Garcia to write a state bill that was signed into law in October that gives families the right to sue chatbot operators that fail to ensure the safety of their products.
"None of that would have been possible without her fierce advocacy and strength," Padilla's statement said. "There is much more work to be done in this space and we can expect Megan to be a leader building on what we started."
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National
State officials say FBI is freezing them out of Minneapolis ICE shooting probe
The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension said the FBI's decision to take over the investigation into the deadly shooting in Minneapolis will keep state officials from accessing evidence. 

A counterprotester in Minneapolis on Thursday yells at people protesting the fatal shooting of Renee Nicole Good. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Patrick Marley, Mark Berman | 2026-01-08
MINNEAPOLIS -- Minnesota authorities said Thursday that the FBI was taking over the investigation into an immigration officer's deadly shooting of a woman in Minneapolis, freezing them out of the inquiry and blocking them from accessing evidence.
Because of the federal move, "it feels very, very difficult that we will get a fair outcome," Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) said. "And I say that only because people in positions of power have already passed judgment," he added.
A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officer shot and killed 37-year-old Renee Nicole Good on Wednesday, setting off protests in Minneapolis that continued into Thursday. Trump administration officials have defended the shooting as appropriate, with Vice President JD Vance on Thursday praising the ICE officer, criticizing Good and calling her death "a tragedy of her own making."

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer fatally shot Renee Nicole Good, 37, on Jan. 7 during an operation in Minneapolis. Here's what we know.


Authorities initially said the investigation into what happened would be conducted by the Minneapolis Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), a state agency, and the FBI. The Minneapolis Police Department described them both as "leading the investigation."
On Thursday morning, however, the BCA said in a statement that it had been told by the FBI that the U.S. attorney's office in Minneapolis "had reversed course: the investigation would now be led solely by the FBI, and the BCA would no longer have access to the case materials, scene evidence or investigative interviews necessary to complete a thorough and independent investigation."
As a result, the BCA said, the agency "reluctantly" pulled out of the investigation.
Trump administration officials, including President Donald Trump and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, have defended the Minneapolis shooting, saying the ICE officer, who has not been publicly identified, feared for his life and was acting in self-defense when Good threatened him with her car.
Good "attempted to run a law enforcement officer over," Noem said Wednesday evening.
Speaking Thursday morning, Noem said the investigation into the shooting was continuing but repeated her defenses of the ICE officer, calling him "an experienced officer who followed his training."
Video from the scene raises doubts about some parts of the administration's defense of the shooting. Footage showed that while the vehicle moved toward the ICE agent while he stood in front of it, the agent was able to move aside and fire at least two of his three shots from the side of the vehicle, a Washington Post analysis found.
Emily Heller, who witnessed the shooting, also told· The Post that the ICE agents appeared to give conflicting instructions to Good, indicating they wanted her to move her car before advancing on the vehicle.
Video from Heller's phone, which she shared with The Post, showed a neighbor who identified himself as a doctor trying to approach Good's car to provide aid, only to be rebuffed by officers, one of whom said: "Give us a second. We have medics" en route.
According to the Department of Homeland Security's use-of-force policy, as posted on its website,  the agency's officers should use force "only when no reasonably effective, safe, and feasible alternative appears to exist."
Many law enforcement agencies prohibit officers from shooting into moving vehicles. The Homeland Security document said that officers are prohibited from firing at the operator of a moving vehicle unless using deadly force is justified by the broader use-of-force standard. It also said that officers should get medical assistance "as soon as practicable" for anyone who appears injured.
The posted policy was updated in 2023. The Department of Homeland Security did not immediately respond to a request for comment about whether the policy has been changed since then.

Two demonstrators, from left, react to being tear-gassed outside a federal building in Minneapolis on Thursday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The decision by federal officials to unilaterally take over the investigation marks a break from past instances when local, state and federal authorities worked together on high-profile inquiries. After Derek Chauvin, a police officer in Minneapolis, murdered George Floyd in 2020, igniting widespread racial justice protests, the FBI and BCA carried out a joint investigation.
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison (D), who prosecuted Chauvin, called the unilateral FBI probe "deeply disturbing."
"My question is: What are you afraid of?" Ellison said on CNN. "Maybe they don't care. They've demonstrated a degree of cavalier conduct that is extraordinary and unprecedented."
The FBI declined to comment on the BCA's statement regarding the investigation. The U.S. attorney's office in Minneapolis and the Justice Department's headquarters in D.C. did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The move comes as Trump and officials within his administration have repeatedly taken sharp aim at Minnesota, its leaders and residents alike. Republicans have recently focused on cases of alleged social services fraud in Minnesota, while Trump has vehemently lashed out at the state's large Somali immigrant population.
When Noem was asked Thursday at a news conference about state authorities being kept from the investigation, she said they "do not have any jurisdiction in this situation" and pivoted to attacking them.
"They're allowing this situation to be volatile, they're not doing their work, they haven't for years, and maybe they should get to work a little bit on the unprecedented fraud that we're seeing in Minnesota," she said. "Minnesota is a train wreck. It's corrupt."
The move to sideline the BCA drew rebukes from local and state authorities. In a statement, the city of Minneapolis called the decision "deeply disappointing" and asked "for a clear and transparent process that includes state investigating agencies."
Walz, speaking at a news conference Thursday, said: "Minnesota must be part of this investigation."
The BCA said Thursday that it was ready to rejoin the investigation if the FBI reversed course. Barring that, however, the agency said it expected state officials would eventually gain access to the FBI's investigative records.
"We expect the FBI to conduct a thorough and complete investigation and that the full investigative file will be shared with the appropriate prosecutorial authorities at both the state and federal levels," the agency said in its statement.
Vance dismissed  state officials' anger at being kept out of the investigation, calling the ICE officer "a federal law enforcement official engaging in federal law enforcement action. That's a federal issue."
Speaking at the White House, Vance claimed without evidence that Good, a poet and mother of three, had been "brainwashed" and "a victim of left-wing ideology." He accused her of "trying to obstruct a legitimate law enforcement officer" and called the incident "an attack on federal law enforcement."
The deadly shooting in Minneapolis this week came after confrontations between federal immigration agents and demonstrators across the country since Trump's second term began.
While many federal officials and some Republicans in Congress defended the ICE agent's actions, Tom Homan, the administration's border czar, struck a more cautious note in an interview with CBS News on Wednesday.
"It'd be unprofessional to comment on what I think happened in that situation," Homan said. "Let the investigation play out and hold people accountable based on the investigation."
Local, state and national Democrats pushed back on the Trump administration's defense of the shooting, which Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey (D) said "was an agent recklessly using power that resulted in somebody dying."

A memorial for Good on Portland Avenue in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


After protests stretched overnight, hundreds of demonstrators angered by Good's death gathered Thursday morning outside a government office building to heckle and scream at federal officers as they drove in and out of the parking lot.
"No more Minnesota nice; we don't want your fascist ICE," they chanted.
A line of officers stationed at the parking lot entrances admonished those filling the roadway to step back. Officers deployed tear gas at one point and arrested at least a few people.
Protesters held signs that said "ICE out" and chanted, "Hey, hey, ho, ho, ICE has got to go."
One man wore a sandwich board with Smokey Bear's face that said, "Only you can prevent fascist liars." A woman handed out snacks, and a man passed out whistles so people could alert others if they see ICE agents in their neighborhood.
"It feels like we are reliving the George Floyd moment," said Teresa Thomas, 58, who gave out the snacks.
Several protesters in yellow vests stretched across the roadway, slowing federal officers as they drove into work. Another group stood along the median, shouting at them as they turned into the parking lot. Others stood farther back along the sidewalk. One woman filmed cars as federal officers came into work, and she recited their license plate numbers into her phone. Another filmed them with one hand and flipped them off with the other.
Berman reported from Washington. Mariana Alfaro, David Nakamura, Justine McDaniel, Derek Hawkins, Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Caroline O'Donovan, Maria Sacchetti, Jonathan Baran, Aaron C. Davis, Annie Gowen, Jeremy Roebuck and Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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NRA sues its own charity in growing schism over trademarks, fundraising
The gun rights group accused the leadership of the NRA Foundation, its charitable arm since 1990, of using the nonprofit to pursue personal grievances against the NRA.

A National Rifle Association (NRA) logo is displayed above members during an annual meeting in Indianapolis in 2019. (Daniel Acker/Bloomberg)


By Leo Sands | 2026-01-08
The National Rifle Association is suing its own charitable wing in federal court, alleging that the nonprofit NRA Foundation, which it founded in 1990, is unfairly using the NRA logo to attract a rival donor base and undercut it.
The lawsuit, filed Monday in federal court, marks the latest strife for the gun rights group, which has been trying to balance its books and rebuild its reputation after years of misspending, allegations of corruption and internal conflict.
The suit alleges that the NRA's official charity was "seized by a disgruntled faction of former NRA directors who lost control of the NRA's Board."
The filing accuses the foundation's leadership of misleading donors by suggesting that they were supporting the NRA, when in fact the funds were going to a charity that the NRA alleges had been transformed into "a vehicle for personal reprisal." It also says the NRA Foundation was using the NRA's trademark without permission.
"This is a disappointing day, and it should not have come to this," NRA CEO Doug Hamlin said in an emailed statement. "A foundation established to support the National Rifle Association of America has taken actions that are adversarial at a time when the NRA is rebuilding and focused on its long-term mission," he said, describing the lawsuit as a "last resort."
In an emailed statement Wednesday, the NRA Foundation said it intends to defend itself. "The Foundation remains confident in the propriety of its governance, its stewardship of charitable assets, and the strength of its legal position," it said.
In the lawsuit, attorneys for the NRA ask a judge to prevent the foundation from unfairly competing with the NRA, as well as order the foundation to stop using the NRA's trademarks and pay an unspecified sum in damages.
Monday's court filings marked the latest explosion of internal warfare at the group, whose finances have been ravaged in recent years. According to campaign data tracker OpenSecrets, the NRA spent $11 million in the 2024 elections, one-third of its 2020 spending and less than one-fifth of its 2016 spending.
In February 2024, a jury in New York found that Wayne LaPierre, the NRA's longtime leader who resigned on the eve of the trial, had squandered funds on vacations, private jets and designer clothes and was liable to pay $5.4 million in damages. Former CFO Wilson "Woody" Phillips was ordered to pay $2 million in damages.
Some weeks later, the NRA avoided a second trial by reaching a settlement with the D.C. district attorney, agreeing to reform how the NRA Foundation distributed money. That lawsuit had accused the charity of funneling millions of dollars without proper oversight back to the NRA. The NRA did not acknowledge any wrongdoing in the settlement and had denied the lawsuit's claims in court filings.
According to the lawsuit, the foundation's chairman and the majority of its trustees are former NRA board members who were allied with LaPierre. It accused the charity of being "stacked with trustees associated with the Old Guard faction that had lost control of the NRA, including Foundation Chairman Tom King, whom NRA members had voted off of the NRA Board in 2024."
The NRA has been trying to turn a new leaf on a painful chapter in its 155-year-old history. In recent years, many of the group's former critics have joined the NRA's 76-member board, which likes to call itself "NRA 2.0." In November, it announced plans to furlough more than 30 staff members in a bid to save about $16 million.
It was not immediately clear how Monday's lawsuit would affect the link between the NRA and the NRA Foundation. The NRA's website continued on Tuesday to prominently promote a link to "Friends of NRA," the foundation's main fundraising program.
The NRA Foundation's annual report for the 2024 calendar year, its most recent, listed net assets exceeding $200 million and annual revenue of $41 million.
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Utah launches first-in-the-nation trial that lets AI renew your prescription 
Utah said that with its new AI prescription drug chatbot, it wants to free up doctors to focus on patient care and make medicine more accessible and affordable. 

Utah's agreement with the AI company Doctronic lets it renew existing prescriptions for about 200 commonly prescribed drugs. (Jayla Whitfield-Anderson/Reuters)


By Daniel Wu | 2026-01-08
Need to top up your prescription for asthma medication? If you're in Utah, you can do it in minutes from your web browser for a $4 fee -- without talking to a doctor.
Utah residents can now use an artificial intelligence chatbot to renew some commonly used prescription drugs under a first-in-the-nation pilot program. Regulators say the experiment could inform the future of AI-driven health care in the state.
The AI service, Doctronic, can process 30-, 60- or 90-day renewals for certain medications that have already been prescribed by a licensed provider, according to the Utah Office of Artificial Intelligence Policy. The service will not issue new prescriptions or handle refills for controlled or addictive substances.
The program's goal is to help free up doctors to focus on patient care and make medicine more accessible and affordable, the AI policy office said.
Several AI companies have made forays into providing health care advice, but the Utah pilot marks the first time a state regulator has empowered a chatbot to handle prescriptions -- a role long reserved for licensed health care providers.
The Utah Department of Commerce announced the pilot Tuesday after it quietly launched in December. A few hundred people in the state have already used Doctronic for prescriptions, according to the company's founders.
"This is a major milestone to demonstrate how AI can improve access to care and health outcomes," Doctronic co-founder Matt Pavelle said in a statement. " ... We hope other states follow Utah's lead."
Margaret Busse, the executive director of Utah's Department of Commerce, said that the state is "proceeding cautiously" and approved the trial after months of research, and that her office wants to encourage AI innovation.
"We know we have a giant crisis of affordability in health care, and if we don't allow technology to be able to settle in in ways that can really help, we're never going to see the benefits," Busse said.
Physician organizations opposed the move. The American Medical Association's CEO and executive vice president, John Whyte, cautioned against automating health care processes. Physicians should "remain at the forefront of decision-making and to validate AI outputs to ensure accuracy and patient safety," he said in a statement.
"While AI has limitless opportunity to transform medicine for the better, without physician input it also poses serious risks to patients and physicians alike," Whyte added.
"We do not support it and think it is a bad idea," Michelle McOmber, the CEO of the Utah Medical Association, wrote to The Washington Post. "There are so many good ways you could use AI in Healthcare but AI should NOT be making care decisions."
Doctronic launched in 2023 and operates a nationwide telehealth service using AI. Its site calls Doctronic a "private and personal AI doctor" and encourages users to "talk to me just like you would your regular doctor."
Like most chatbot-powered health care services, it dispenses advice but stops short of claiming to replace the expertise of a human doctor. Doctronic instead offers to connect users to an in-house team of licensed doctors or create reports that a patient can take to their physician.
In Utah, Doctronic found regulators willing to let AI go further.
The Beehive State established its Office of Artificial Intelligence Policy in 2024 and has been vocal about welcoming companies to test applications of AI with state oversight. Utah has companies sign "regulatory mitigation agreements" that temporarily exempt them from certain laws and penalties.
Doctronic's year-long agreement permits its AI to renew existing prescriptions for a formulary of about 200 commonly prescribed drugs. When conversing with Doctronic, the company's chatbot verifies a patient's identity and the prescribed medicine and dosage, and asks patients if they're experiencing side effects or worsened symptoms. A $4 fee is charged to cover the cost of verifying a patient's ID and retrieving medical records, according to Doctronic.
"A doctor is going to ask you the same questions that the AI does," said Adam Oskowitz, Doctronic's other co-founder. "So it'll feel the same. ... And then at the end, instead of having to wait for the doctor to write the prescription and send it over, it's just automatically sent to the pharmacist."
Nirav R. Shah, a senior scholar at Stanford University's School of Medicine who served as the commissioner of the New York State Department of Health from 2011 to 2014, said he saw Doctronic and Utah's prescription renewal trial as a low-risk way to introduce AI into an area of need in health care.
"If you're in a rural area where you have to take a half day off from work to travel, where the co-pay [for a doctor's visit] is often more than the medication itself ... those are examples where there are large disparities in terms of access to even prescription medication refills," Shah said.
Concerns about using AI to provide sensitive information like health care advice often center on the tendency of chatbots to "hallucinate" falsehoods or encourage a user to act on bad information, sometimes with dangerous results. That has not stopped chatbots from becoming a go-to health care resource. More than 40 million people around the world use ChatGPT daily for health information, Axios reported.
(The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI, the creator of ChatGPT.)
Oskowitz and Pavelle said the Utah pilot program's tight parameters and Doctronic's internal safeguards make it less likely its AI will hallucinate or make a dangerous mistake.
"There's no world in which a person comes to the Doctronic Utah system and says, 'Hey, I need a new prescription, I don't have one yet. Can you give me this?'" Pavelle said. "It simply won't function."
Patients and pharmacists have the option to request a human doctor to review a Doctronic prescription decision, Oskowitz said. Physicians will also review Doctronic's first 250 renewal decisions before they are submitted to a pharmacy, according to the company's agreement with the state.
Doctronic also will submit a monthly report to Utah's AI policy office disclosing the number of prescription renewals accepted and denied, a random sampling of prescription applications and other data to assess the AI's effectiveness, according to the agreement.
Busse, of the Utah Department of Commerce, touted Doctronic's pilot as a model for the state's attempt to balance regulating AI and encouraging innovation. Utah's legislature has passed laws regulating mental health chatbots, how AI handles consumer financial and biometric data, and deepfakes. At the same time, the state has welcomed AI companies looking to push into licensed fields.
"It's not just the Wild West," Busse said. "There's some protections in there, but also pathways for innovation."
Besides Doctronic, Utah has year-long "regulatory mitigation agreements" with Dentacor, which runs an AI-assisted radiograph diagnostic tool that can diagnose certain dental conditions; and ElizaChat, an AI mental health platform being tested in Utah schools.
Shah, the former New York health regulator, is supportive of the approach.
"I believe that it is our job as regulators to allow innovation to happen in a safe and effective way," he said. " ... Were I in New York at the time and with such an opportunity, I would have proceeded [with Doctronic] as well."
If Doctronic's pilot is successful, the data from it could help Utah lawmakers craft future legislation on AI's role in health care, according to Busse.
Doctronic's Oskowitz and Pavelle said they hope to secure agreements with other states. Texas last year enacted AI legislation that establishes a regulatory sandbox program similar to Utah's that could allow Doctronic to perform a similar trial there.
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Sacred land returned to North Carolina Cherokee Indians after 200 years
The Franklin Town Council on Monday voted unanimously to transfer the deed to the Noquisiyi Mound to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in North Carolina.

The Noquisiyi Mound in Franklin, North Carolina, in November 2021. It was probably constructed around A.D. 1000, according to the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. (Eric Haggart/Noquisi Initiative/AP)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2026-01-08
Jordan Oocumma grew up hearing stories of the mound.
His grandparents imbued his childhood with tales about the strip of land at the center of a Cherokee town built by their ancestors more than 1,000 years ago. But for about two centuries, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians -- the federally recognized tribe with ancestral ties to the mound -- has not held the deed to it.
The Cherokee were forced out of the town in the 19th century, setting off a spate of land ownership disputes in what is now Franklin, North Carolina. For generations, the mound was passed between non-Native private citizens and the town government.
Now, that's changing.
On Monday, the Franklin Town Council voted unanimously to start the transfer of the mound's deed to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. For decades, tribal members have been stewards of the mound, helping erect a kiosk beside it that tells visitors about its ancestral ties.
"It's good to go back to the people," said Oocumma, the mound's groundskeeper. "Everybody's excited."
The land, called the Noquisiyi Mound, is storied.
The earthwork's exact age is a mystery, but it was probably constructed around A.D. 1000, according to the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources. A Franklin-based nonprofit that oversees the mound says it appeared on maps as early as 1544, and British colonial records first referenced it by name in 1718.
It was one of about 30 mounds that existed in the region. They were hearths of the earliest Native American communities in North Carolina, centers of ancient towns that were used for burials, ceremonies and tribal council meetings.
The Noquisiyi Mound, also known as the Nikwasi Mound, remained the physical and spiritual center of a Cherokee town -- until the settlers arrived.
"It can be a poster child of the history of land being taken from Native American people," said Elaine Eisenbraun, executive director of the Noquisi Initiative, the nonprofit created to help safeguard the mound.
In 1776, American militia members destroyed the town.
The Cherokees tried to rebuild. They lived there until the settlers ultimately forced them out in 1819, the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources said. With the ouster, the tribe lost ownership of the mound it held sacred.
For decades, non-Native owners of the mound repurposed it. At one point, it became a green space with a gazebo atop it where people could picnic, Eisenbraun said. At another, it was farmed for corn.
In 1946, the then-owner wanted to let a developer bulldoze the land. When townsfolk caught wind of his plans, they raised the funds to keep the sacred mound, already worn and shrunken over time, from being completely flattened. The town had yet to fully understand what the mound meant to the Cherokees, but it knew it would be disrespectful to raze a property that had stood the test of time, Eisenbraun said. Children across the county collected pennies and nickels to help the town buy the deed.
For more than 65 years, the town took care of the mound.
But in 2012, Eisenbraun said, a town employee sprayed herbicide all over it, so a new type of grass could be cultivated on it. She said the local government made the move, which turned the mound brown, to reduce mowing costs. Fury followed. Members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, including the tribe's principal chief at the time, said it was disrespectful and insensitive.
It was the start of a years-long conflict over the mound's ownership. The tribe wanted to buy the land, but the town wouldn't sell, and the groups argued over who was the rightful owner. They reached a compromise in 2019, when the town transferred the deed to the Noquisi Initiative, then a young nonprofit, thereby giving the tribe partial ownership.
Oocumma moved to Franklin shortly after that decision, just as the nonprofit began considering how to preserve the mound and teach its ancient history to visitors. Eisenbraun found Oocumma, who owns a landscaping business, online and asked whether he would become the mound's groundskeeper -- one of several management changes the nonprofit helped shepherd.
When he accepted, Oocumma became the first enrolled tribe member to take care of the land since the Cherokees lost it about two centuries ago.
"That was amazing," he said. "I was very honored."
The nonprofit also embarked on a process to fully transfer the deed to the tribe. The deed's language prevented the group from simply handing it over -- the town council would have to vote on the issue again before a new deed could be drawn up giving the tribe full ownership, Eisenbraun said. So attorneys for the nonprofit, the town and the tribe worked together to find a legally sound way to move forward.
On Monday, about 200 years after the tribe lost ownership of the mound, the Franklin government green-lit the wish of generations of Cherokees.
"Maybe a property can go home as much as people can go home," Eisenbraun said. "We feel like the mound is going home to its family."
Once a new deed is written, it will be presented for review to the tribal council -- a group that once would have met atop the mound.
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Officials dispute Noem's claims after woman fatally shot by ICE in Minneapolis
An Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer fatally shot a 37-year-old woman during an operation in Minneapolis, federal authorities said. 

(Tim Evans/Reuters)


By Amy B Wang, Angie Orellana Hernandez, Annie Gowen, Andrew Jeong, Niha Masih, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Caroline O'Donovan, Maria Sacchetti, Jonathan Baran, Aaron Davis, Patrick Marley, Jintak Han, Emily Davies, Brianna Tucker, Alec Dent, Sheila Regan, Kim Bellware, Zoeann Murphy, Max Becherer, Mariana Alfaro, Washington Post staff, Maria Luisa Paul | 2026-01-08
The Trump administration moved quickly to defend an Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer who fatally shot a 37-year-old woman in Minneapolis, while local leaders and witnesses decried the violence and ICE's continued presence in the city. Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem said the woman had threatened officers with her vehicle after blocking a public street. But Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) blamed the Trump administration for the shooting, echoing locals' frustration over ramped-up federal immigration enforcement efforts targeting Minneapolis. Mayor Jacob Frey (D) said video of the incident shows "an agent recklessly using power that resulted in somebody dying."
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Democrats call Trump's freeze of childcare funds an act of retribution
The administration is freezing more than $10 billion in grants to California, Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota and New York. Some Democrats called it political retribution.

Nap time at Minnesota Child Care in Minneapolis. (Renee Jones Schneider/Minnesota Star Tribune/Getty Images) 


By Annie Gowen, Paige Winfield Cunningham, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2026-01-08
Child advocates and politicians in five Democratic-led states on Wednesday decried the Trump administration's move to freeze billions of dollars in child care grants and family assistance, calling it an act of cruel retribution that could do long-term harm to some of the nation's poorest families.
The Department of Health and Human Services announced Tuesday that it had frozen grants that provide food and child care assistance to low-income residents in New York, California, Colorado, Illinois and Minnesota, saying that it has "serious concerns about widespread fraud and misuse of taxpayer dollars in state-administered programs" and that the states may be wrongfully providing services to illegal immigrants.
HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said the agency "identified serious concerns in these five states that warranted immediate action" but did not provide any specific evidence of fraud.
"For too long, Democrat-led states and governors have been complicit and allowing massive amounts of fraud to occur under their watch," Nixon said.
The multistate funding freeze broadens the administration's crusade against fraud in government welfare programs, which until now was largely focused on Minnesota. Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) dropped his bid for reelection this week amid intense scrutiny over high-profile welfare fraud investigations in his state that federal prosecutors say have cost taxpayers billions. Last week, the administration paused child care payments to multiple Minnesota day cares following allegations that they improperly collected millions of federal dollars.
The administration also announced late Tuesday that it would conduct an audit of payments sent to 14 Medicaid-funded programs in Minnesota, which are under investigation for fraud, and defer funds based on its findings. Mehmet Oz, the director of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, said a corrective action plan the agency received last week from Minnesota was "deeply insufficient."
"If the state cannot get a handle on this fraud, as we find more, we intend to withhold more payments going forward until the state cleans up its act," Oz said in a video posted to X.
Democratic leaders said the funding cuts were politically motivated.
"Our kids should not be political pawns in a fight Donald Trump seems to have with blue state governors," New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) said, calling the decision "vindictive" and "cruel" and vowing to fight it in court.
In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis (D) said that "no child should go without food, stability, or opportunity because of punitive federal action" and that the state was "exploring all options to make sure Colorado children and families are supported."
HHS said nearly $2.4 billion in child care grants have been frozen, as well as $7.35 billion in temporary grants for needy families and $869 million in social services funds. Together, these programs help cover child care costs for qualifying low-income families and assist with housing, food and home utility costs.
"This is targeting and hurting families most at need at a time of rising unaffordability in Colorado across the state,"  said Stuart Jenkins, the executive director of the Boys and Girls Club in Colorado, where five of its centers would be impacted by the freeze. "It's very heartbreaking."
Freezing federal funds to child care providers across an entire state is "unprecedented," said Ruth Friedman, a senior fellow at the Century Foundation, a progressive think tank, who directed the HHS office that handles child care under the Biden administration. Typically states handle fraud investigations, she said, since they are the ones distributing the funds to providers.
"You don't harm hundreds of thousands of families and take away their child care assistance based on unproven allegations," Friedman said.
In Colorado, officials said they received three letters Tuesday evening saying that the administration had put about $300 million in funds that assist thousands of Colorado residents on "restricted drawdown" -- including the state's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, which provides food and other emergency aid, the Social Services Block Grant program, and the Child Care and Development Fund, which funds the state's low-income day care program that assists an estimated 27,000 children.
The Trump administration is committed to "rooting out fraud," the letter from the Administration for Children and Families said. The administration is also concerned that Colorado is providing illegal residents government benefits, the letter said.
Jenkins said that Colorado officials were not certain whether the funding freeze would impact funds already dispersed for the fiscal year and how long the fraud investigation would last.
D'Arla Mezzacapo, the owner of Take-a-Break day care center in Lafayette, Colorado, said that even a delay of a month or two could force her to lay off some of her 32 staffers or shut down the center altogether, leaving parents without child care. About 40 of her 150 children are supported by the state's low-income day care program, which receives federal funds.
"We would lose $43,000 a month, and we couldn't stay in business, even if it's temporary," she said. "All these children would have to leave care or their parents would have to quit their jobs. ... The impact would be tremendous."
She said it was unlikely that the federal government would uncover any fraud in their highly regulated state program, which requires parents to clock in and out daily, among other measures.
Allegations of day care fraud have become a political flash point among conservatives in recent weeks after a GOP influencer filmed himself visiting federal subsidized day cares in Minneapolis, alleging that they didn't care for children. The Minnesota Department of Children, Youth and Families said it has confirmed the centers were operating as expected. The agency said it has 55 open investigations into child care fund recipients but didn't say whether any of the centers in the video are among them.
The allegations come amid a years-long probe in the state of more than a dozen programs funded by Medicaid. Federal prosecutors have charged 92 people and said last month that at least half of $18 billion in federal funds that supported 14 programs since 2018 may have been fraudulent. Many of the fraud defendants are of Somali descent, and Walz has accused Republicans of politicizing the issue and demonizing the Somali immigrant community.
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      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Venezuela announces release of political prisoners; 5 Spanish citizens freed
        Helena Carpio, Maria Luisa Paul, Samantha Schmidt, Ana Vanessa Herrero

        Trump "is using maximum leverage to do right by the American and Venezuelan people," deputy White House press secretary Anna Kelly said.

      

      
        In blow to Trump plan, Russia rejects European peacekeepers in Ukraine
        David   Stern, Francesca Ebel, Kostiantyn Khudov, Serhiy Morgunov

        After Western leaders signed a document on post-war security guarantees for Ukraine, Russia said it would view foreign peacekeeping troops as a threat.

      

      
        Iranian protests and strikes escalate as state struggles to contain them
        Yeganeh Torbati

        Security forces have repeatedly responded with violence, including killing protesters, raiding hospitals and arresting thousands, according to rights groups.

      

      
        Trump appears to back away from threats to Colombia's president
        Kevin Sieff

        No country in the region has a closer partnership with the Pentagon than Colombia.

      

      
        Venezuela's economy nears collapse under U.S. blockade
        Ana Vanessa Herrero, Susannah George

        Trump administration officials say the Venezuelan government only has a few weeks before it would "go broke" if it doesn't "play ball."

      

      
        He spends 12 hours making art in the snow, then watches it vanish
        Maggie Penman

        Simon Beck works alone, using a compass and a pair of snowshoes to create intricate patterns as large as three soccer fields.

      

      
        Despite Gaza ceasefire, war still deadly along Israel's 'Yellow Line'
        Abbie Cheeseman, Siham Shamalakh, Hazem  Balousha, Lior Soroka, Amaya Verde

        Israel's enforcement of its shifting demarcation line in Gaza has left hundreds of Palestinians dead in the months since an Oct. 10 ceasefire.

      

      
        Europe draws red line on Greenland after a year of trying to pacify Trump
        Steve Hendrix

        While many European leaders' reactions to the Venezuela raid were muted, there have been forceful rebukes of the Trump administration's greediness on Greenland.

      

      
        Venezuelan politics are a 'blood sport.' The U.S. is entering the ring.
        Terrence McCoy

        Delcy Rodriguez is Venezuela's new president, but the country's powerful defense and interior ministers could decide the future of Chavismo -- and the nation.

      

      
        Saudi Arabia's allies in Yemen oust UAE-backed separatist from government
        Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman

        The separatist Southern Transition Council said its leader, Aidarous al-Zubaidi, remained in the port city of Aden after Saudi Arabia accused him of fleeing to an unknown destination.

      

      
        U.S. seizes two tankers as Venezuelan oil blockade intensifies
        Tara  Copp, Meg Kelly, Joyce Lee

        A Russian-flagged vessel was boarded in the North Atlantic. Another ship was apprehended near the Caribbean.
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Americas
Venezuela announces release of political prisoners; 5 Spanish citizens freed
Trump "is using maximum leverage to do right by the American and Venezuelan people," deputy White House press secretary Anna Kelly said.

El Helicoide, top, which serves as the headquarters of Venezuela's intelligence service and a detention center, in Caracas on Thursday. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


By Helena Carpio, Maria Luisa Paul, Samantha Schmidt, Ana Vanessa Herrero | 2026-01-08
CARACAS, Venezuela -- Jorge Rodriguez, the head of Venezuela's National Assembly and the brother of interim president Delcy Rodriguez, announced Thursday that authorities had begun releasing political prisoners in what he described as a "unilateral gesture" by the government. He said the releases would include Venezuelan citizens and foreigners, though he did not specify how many people would be freed, saying only that it would be "an important number."
Five Spanish citizens have been released and are "preparing to travel to Spain with assistance from our embassy in Caracas," Spain's Foreign Ministry said Thursday, adding that Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares had spoken with each of them personally. The statement did not say who had been freed or why.
Among those released is Rocio San Miguel, the head of Control Ciudadano, a nonprofit that has investigated extrajudicial killings by Venezuela's security forces, said Cayetana Alvarez de Toledo, a Spanish lawmaker who has advocated his release, in a statement. The arrest of San Miguel, a dual citizen of Spain and Venezuela, nearly two years ago drew fierce international condemnation, including from the United States.

Members of the Committee for the Freedom of Political Prisoners embrace in Caracas on Thursday. (Ronaldo Schemidt/AFP/Getty Images)


The White House said it had pushed for prisoner releases. "This is one example of how the President is using maximum leverage to do right by the American and Venezuelan people," said Anna Kelly, deputy White House press secretary.
The move was widely seen as the new government's first tangible -- if limited -- gesture of change since the removal of longtime strongman Nicolas Maduro in a U.S. military operation last week.
Most of the details on who is to be released and when have yet to emerge. "These release processes are occurring as of this very moment," Rodriguez said during a news conference Thursday at the National Assembly.
In Caracas, journalists had gathered outside El Helicoide, outnumbering the security officers at the entrance. Reporters flanked a wide street near the detention complex, waiting for any sign that people might be released.
Officers from the Bolivarian National Police periodically ordered reporters to clear the street as dark-windowed vehicles sped in and out of the compound, prompting quiet speculation about who might be inside.
By early evening, as daylight faded, others began to arrive. Families, friends and advocates of detainees filtered in one by one, arriving with little more than hope. Many said they had not been contacted by authorities or given any official confirmation that their loved ones would be released. They came anyway.
Human rights groups say Venezuela holds hundreds of political prisoners, though exact figures are difficult to verify. According to the watchdog group Foro Penal, as of Monday, 806 people were detained for political reasons, including 105 women, a teenager and 85 foreign nationals.
"Some people" are "on their way to freedom," Alfredo Romero, president of Foro Penal, said Thursday. He did not say how he had been made aware of the releases.
"Let's hope that this really is the beginning of the dismantling of the repressive system in Venezuela," Romero said -- "not a simple gesture" to be followed by more imprisonments.

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and Juan Pablo Guanipa, a close ally, participate in an anti-government protest last January in Caracas. (Alfredo Lasry R/Getty Images)


Venezuela has the largest number of political prisoners in the Western Hemisphere, according to Freedom House and the Washington Office on Latin America, human rights advocacy organizations based in D.C. More than 16,000 political detentions have been registered in the South American nation since 2014, according to Foro Penal.
Many detainees have been accused of crimes including terrorism, incitement of hatred or conspiring to overthrow the government -- charges human rights groups say are routinely used to punish dissent and the exercise of basic political rights. Few have been formally convicted, and many have been held for months or years without trial.
Some of the highest-profile Venezuelans detained include prominent opposition leaders and human rights activists. Among them are San Miguel, who a Spanish lawmaker said was released Thursday; Juan Pablo Guanipa and Perkins Rocha, close allies of opposition leader Maria Corina Machado; the politician and former presidential candidate Enrique Marquez; and Rafael Tudares, the son-in-law of the opposition's stand-in candidate for president, Edmundo Gonzalez.
The country has a long record of pairing crackdowns with selective reprieves, including prisoner releases. The latest announcement came as authorities this week arrested people they accused of celebrating Maduro's ouster.
One of the Maduro government's most intense crackdowns on dissent came in the days and weeks after the July 2024 presidential election, when security forces swept up hundreds of people associated with the opposition or with protests after Maduro claimed, without evidence, victory in an election won by the opposition, election receipts showed. Some of the opposition leaders arrested in the weeks and months that followed had played crucial roles in the opposition campaign and in the efforts to collect vote tallies. One of those was Jesus Armas, a young opposition organizer and activist.
According to the Venezuelan human rights organization Justicia, Encuentro y Perdon, the detainees, many of them journalists, activists, union members or government opponents, are held across at least 92 detention centers used for political prisoners in Venezuela -- the most notorious of which is El Helicoide, an imposing spiral-shaped building in the center of Caracas.

Security forces arrive at El Helicoide on Thursday. (Ronaldo Schemidt/AFP/Getty Images)


Serving as the headquarters for the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service, the Helicoide prison has been singled out as a site of torture by the U.N. Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela -- which also found that the orders for the abuse usually came from the highest level of government: Maduro and his inner circle.
Though crimes against humanity by the Venezuelan government have been documented by the United Nations, the International Criminal Court and other groups, Maduro and his administration had long denied both the violations and the existence of political prisoners, asserting that Venezuela respects human rights.
In a news conference Tuesday, Trump suggested that the Venezuelan government planned to shut down El Helicoide -- what he called a "torture chamber." Over the past few days, several Republican lawmakers -- including Sen. Rick Scott and Reps. Maria Elvira Salazar and Carlos A. Gimenez of Florida -- have repeatedly called for the release of Venezuela's political prisoners.
As news broke of Thursday's releases, Gimenez issued a warning to Rodriguez: "Jorge, from the United States Congress, we are demanding the immediate release of ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS unjustly jailed in your dungeons," he wrote on X. "Not a single one should remain behind bars. We are watching closely."
Among those waiting outside El Helicoide on Thursday evening was Atali Cabrejo, the mother of Juan Jose Freites, a regional coordinator for the Vente Venezuela political party in the coastal state of Vargas. Cabrejo said her son was kidnapped from her home nearly two years ago.
"I'm hoping for everyone's freedom and that with the release of all the political prisoners, who are innocent, this shows that there is a change -- something positive, something good, something that will unite the country," Cabrejo said. "There was no need to imprison so many innocent people."
Nearby stood Ingrid Rodriguez, who said she has known Armas, the opposition organizer, since their days organizing at the grassroots level. When she heard from a journalist that Armas might be released, she left immediately -- walking down from her neighborhood in Coche before squeezing into a small van headed toward El Helicoide.
She had prepared food earlier in the day, she said, but left it untouched. "I just had so many emotions at that moment," Rodriguez said. Despite warnings from loved ones that it could be dangerous, she felt she had no choice. "I told myself, 'I'm going. If he doesn't get out today, then it'll be tomorrow -- but I have to be there.'"
Rodriguez said her wish as the new year arrived had been Armas's release. At midnight on Dec. 31, she carried out a familiar ritual, tossing lentils into the air and shouting his name -- a small act of faith, repeated now on the pavement outside a prison, as the sun slipped away and the waiting continued.
Paul and Schmidt reported from Washington. Susannah George in Washington contributed to this report.
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Europe
In blow to Trump plan, Russia rejects European peacekeepers in Ukraine
After Western leaders signed a document on post-war security guarantees for Ukraine, Russia said it would view foreign peacekeeping troops as a threat.

A street in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, during a power blackout following a Russian drone strike on Wednesday. (Reuters)


By David   Stern, Francesca Ebel, Kostiantyn Khudov, Serhiy Morgunov | 2026-01-08
KYIV -- After Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky claimed progress in developing a plan for postwar security guarantees, Russia's foreign ministry on Thursday again rejected a core pillar of the emerging peace initiative: the deployment of British and European soldiers as part of a peacekeeping force. Russia said it regarded the prospect of foreign troops in Ukraine as a "direct threat."
Russia's refusal to accept a peacekeeping force poses a serious obstacle to the effort by President Donald Trump to halt the war, but it is hardly the only provision in Trump's plan that the Kremlin opposes. President Vladimir Putin went to war in Ukraine largely to break the country's ties with the West and return Ukraine to Russia's orbit. Many points in Trump's plan would strengthen Ukraine's ties with the West.
Zelensky on Tuesday met with British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and French President Emmanuel Macron in Paris, where they signed a "declaration of intent" for a possible future international peacekeeping force. The signing ceremony capped a meeting of the "coalition of the willing" -- about 30 countries that have said they will support Ukraine if a ceasefire deal goes into effect.
On Thursday, Zelensky said a bilateral document on security guarantees was "now essentially ready for finalization at the highest level with the President of the United States."
"We understand that the American side will engage with Russia," Zelensky wrote in a statement, "and we expect feedback on whether the aggressor is genuinely willing to end the war."
That feedback came quickly, with Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova saying the proposal remains unacceptable to the Kremlin. Russia had previously said that it would regard any foreign troops in Ukraine as a legitimate military target.
"The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs warns that the deployment of military units, military facilities, warehouses, and other infrastructure of Western countries on Ukrainian territory will be classified as foreign intervention, posing a direct threat to the security of not only Russia but also other European countries," Zakharova said in a statement on Thursday. "All such units and facilities will be considered legitimate combat targets of the Russian Armed Forces."
The declaration of intent "paves the way for the legal framework, under which British, French and partner forces could operate on Ukrainian soil," Starmer said. However, the declaration did not provide key details about the force, such as troop numbers or where in Ukraine they could be deployed.
Ukrainian and U.S. officials -- including chief Russia negotiator Steve Witkoff and Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner -- attended the talks in Paris on Tuesday.
Also Thursday, France and Russia completed a prisoner swap, with Russia releasing a French researcher in exchange for a Russian professional basketball player, Daniil Kasatkin, who was arrested in France in June at the request of the United States.
The U.S. Department of Justice declined to comment on whether the United States had coordinated on Kasatkin's release. U.S. officials had previously sought his extradition from France.
The proposed peacekeeping force has been a constant sticking point throughout the diplomatic effort to end the war.
"I won't lie and pretend that I understand the meaning of the Paris declaration ... but from what has been made available to us, we can conclude that this is still the European vision of solving Ukraine's security problem, which has already been repeatedly rejected by Moscow," London-based Russian political scientist Vladimir Pastukhov wrote on his popular Telegram channel. Pastukhov, an honorary professor at University College London, added: "Where is the lever with which we can force Moscow to change its position?"
Meanwhile, swarms of Russian attack drones continued to pound the eastern Ukrainian regions of Zaporizhzhia and Dnipropetrovsk overnight, plunging almost the entire area into darkness -- one of the widest blackouts there since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022, local officials said.
"This is the first such situation for the Zaporizhzhia region in the last four years -- a total blackout in our region," the head of the regional administration, Ivan Fedorov, said on Ukrainian television on Thursday.
Fedorov also wrote on social media late Wednesday that because of the power outage, "air raid sirens could not be heard," but "in the event of an air threat, residents will be informed via loudspeakers by the Zaporizhzhia region's patrol police."
Russia's latest assault on Ukrainian infrastructure occurred as the U.S. operation in Venezuela ousting President Nicolas Maduro, along with comments in Washington about potential military action in Greenland, risk distracting attention from the war in Ukraine.
Zelensky and other Ukrainian officials have pointed to Russia's longtime support of Maduro, and Russia's effort to protect oil tankers that are part of a shadow fleet serving Venezuela, as further evidence that Moscow is not aligned with Trump's goals.
By Thursday afternoon, power had resumed in Zaporizhzhia and was "operating on schedule," Zelensky said in a social media post. However, electricity in Dnipropetrovsk was only partially restored and "work continued" in the cities of "Dnipro, Kamianske, Kryvyi Rih, Nikopol, Pavlohrad and other cities and communities," the president said.
Zelensky appealed to Ukraine's "partners around the world" to "respond to this deliberate torment of our people."
"Diplomatic discussions cannot be a pretext for slowing down the supply of air defense systems and equipment that helps protect lives," Zelensky said, adding that there is "absolutely no military rationale in such strikes on the energy sector and infrastructure that leave people without electricity and heating in wintertime."
Ukraine's air force said in a social media post on Thursday that 27 Russian attack drones struck 13 locations in Ukraine, while Ukrainian air defenses shot down 70 drones.
In a social media post on Thursday, Ukraine's deputy prime minister for reconstruction, Oleksiy Kuleba, said that repair work was underway to restore heat and water "for over a million subscribers."
"As of the morning, about 800,000 consumers in the Dnipropetrovsk region remain without electricity," Ukraine's energy minister, Artem Nekrasov, said at a briefing Thursday. Nekrasov also said that "eight mines were left without power" because of the attack, but "all workers were brought to the surface."
Mayor Borys Filatov of Dnipro, the capital of Dnipropetrovsk, wrote that "all city hospitals have been fully switched to generators. There are necessary water reserves. The treatment process is not being interrupted."
Ukraine's state railway company wrote on Telegram on Wednesday during the attack in Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia that "all trains in the region are switching to backup thermal power," signaling and communication systems were operating on backup power, and train stations were being powered by generators.
Ebel reported from London.
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Middle East conflict
Iranian protests and strikes escalate as state struggles to contain them
Security forces have repeatedly responded with violence, including killing protesters, raiding hospitals and arresting thousands, according to rights groups.

People walk on Tuesday past shops that have closed during protests in Tehran's centuries-old main bazaar. Many Iranian businesses have halted sales in protest, during ongoing demonstrations sparked by a failing economy. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


By Yeganeh Torbati | 2026-01-08
ISTANBUL -- The Iranian government is struggling to contain protests that began late last month with merchants in Tehran that have now exploded into mass demonstrations and extended strikes in cities and towns across the country.
In the modest city of Abdanan, a large crowd marched  Tuesday night, shouting for the death of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. In the major city of Mashhad on Wednesday night, people tore down an enormous flag bearing the Islamic republic's emblem and ripped it into shreds. On Thursday evening, masses of Iranians took to the streets following a call from Iran's former crown price. And in a new and potentially portentous turn, many businesses have shut down their storefronts, bringing much of the country's already ailing economy to a standstill.
Security forces have responded with violence in many instances, including killing protesters, raiding hospitals and arresting thousands, according to human rights groups. Estimates of the death toll range from at least 27 to 36 people, according to tallies by human rights groups. The Center for Human Rights in Iran said Tuesday that six children have been killed by security forces.
Some videos shared online have shown the security forces at times overwhelmed by the size of the gatherings. And despite the repression and official announcements of modest economic changes, including monthly payments worth  $7 to households for purchasing basic food items, the protests appear to be gaining momentum.
"They haven't accepted the legitimacy of even the most basic demands of this people, so now people are at the edge," said Omid, 55, a carpet store owner in the capital, Tehran, in an interview Wednesday. That day, security forces had countered protesters in the Tehran bazaar with tear gas, videos showed. Like other Iranians interviewed for this article, he spoke on the condition that he not be fully named for fear of government reprisal.
Large crowds took to the streets on Thursday night in the country's biggest cities, including Tehran, Mashhad and Isfahan, as well as other cities from large to small after former crown prince Reza Pahlavi called on Iranians to protest. Pahlavi wrote in an op-ed in The Washington Post on Tuesday that he sees himself as a unifying figure to help Iran transition toward democracy, rather than a "ruler-in-waiting."
The size of the crowds on Thursday night reminded some participants and observers of the 2009 Green Movement, when an estimated 3 million Iranians took to the streets on a single day in Tehran. In Iranian demonstrations since then, turnout has tended to be smaller and more scattered, in part due to the security crackdown. But not so on Thursday night.
Yaser, a Tehran resident, said in a voice message to The Post while in the midst of a march around 8:30 p.m. that men, women and children had joined in. "They're out as families," he said. "You won't believe it." Videos shared by Persian-language news outlets outside Iran corroborated his account of large marches in the capital.
Enghelab (Revolution) Street, a popular site for protests, was packed, Yaser said. Some people had lit trash cans on fire to ward off the effects of tear gas, he said, though there were far fewer security forces out on the streets than he had expected. As he spoke, chants of "death to the dictator" could be heard in the background.
The internet monitoring group NetBlocks said Thursday that Iran was "now in the midst of a nationwide internet blackout." The government has throttled the internet in past rounds of unrest, trying to block information about developments from circulating.
Sohrab, 50, a resident of the northern city of Rasht, said earlier that there had been protests at the city's Shahrdari Square on Wednesday morning. Most shops were closed, and the scene was tense and chaotic, he said.
"A few minutes ago a plainclothes agent was beating a guy in his head and face in front of me," he said Wednesday. "And then on another corner a group of them started running behind two young guys, but it was impossible to say what they were escaping from and what the forces were after. It is like random bits and pieces of violence here and there."
Nazanin, 35, lives in Semnan, a city in north-central Iran that has seen little unrest in the past, even during the widespread demonstrations in 2022. But this week, there was a small protest there, she said, with people chanting, "Javid shah," or "Long live the king," an expression of support for Iran's deposed monarchy.
On Thursday, Nazanin said, at least a third of the businesses in Semnan were closed. And they were not alone. In western parts of the country, where the country's Kurdish population is concentrated, businesses appeared to largely abide by a call by Kurdish political parties to shutter their businesses.
People in Tehran, Rasht and Mashhad -- major Iranian cities in different parts of the country -- said in interviews that the vast majority of shops in their areas were also closed. Shops that were open included supermarkets, where Iranians were having trouble finding basic goods, especially cooking oil.
If the suspension of economic activity continues, it could prove significant. Large-scale closures of businesses have been largely absent from past rounds of protest in Iran in recent decades.
"Everyone is on a strike now," said Amir, a food vendor in Karaj, near Tehran,  on Wednesday. "The economy has collapsed. The bazaar has collapsed. One of my acquaintances in the bazaar said, 'If they want to shoot and kill us, let them! We have had enough.'"
Iran's government has repeatedly faced street protests, especially since 2017 -- an average of one mass protest movement every two years. Each time, the authorities have managed to suppress the demonstrations through force, including mass arrests and killings.
Several Iranians interviewed by The Post pointed to President Donald Trump's public support for the protesters as adding to people's motivation to resist. Trump has said the United States would intervene if Iranian authorities kill protesters, though it's unclear what that intervention would look like.
In text messages, the government told some Iranians that according to "observation," they had been in the vicinity of "an illegal gathering" and warned them not to do so again, according to screenshots of the messages shared with The Post.
Authorities have also been calling and threatening people who post messages in support of the protests on their social media accounts. One woman,  a book blogger in her  30s with  about 35,000 Instagram followers, said she received such a call last week after praising the bravery of Iranian protesters and urging solidarity. The caller identified himself as an intelligence officer and told her she had 30 minutes to remove her posts or she would face a criminal case.
"This time, all of those injustices that have been done to us have accumulated, and people are out on the street because of those injustices," she said. "There is a lot more anger this time, and people are much more hopeful. The more it goes on, the more people are coming out."
Ali Sharifi-Zarchi, a widely respected computer engineering professor at the elite Sharif University of Technology in Tehran, posted a simple, five-word message in Persian on his X account on Monday: "Ali Khamenei's not my leader."
It was a startling statement in a country where criticizing Khamenei so directly has long been considered to be crossing a red line, even as Iranian presidents and other officials are often harshly attacked by their rivals and the media. Employment at a public university like Sharif, and indeed any prominent institution in Iran, is impossible for those considered to be firmly and openly opposed to the government. Sharifi-Zarchi did not immediately respond to an email requesting comment.
Outside Sharifi-Zarchi's office door, the Basij, the state militia that often cracks down on protests, pasted images of his post, social media posts by Trump and a sign that read, "Speaking in the same voice as the enemy." The group posted a picture of what it had done to the X platform.
Sharifi-Zarchi, in turn, shared a screenshot of the Basij's X post and wrote: "The enemies of the Iranian people are those who attack hospitals, deploy tear gas in the metro, and respond to unarmed protesters with live ammunition."
On Thursday, he had a simpler message: "The victory of the Iranian people is near."
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Americas
Trump appears to back away from threats to Colombia's president
No country in the region has a closer partnership with the Pentagon than Colombia.

The border crossing with Venezuela in Cucuta, Colombia, on Saturday after the U.S. seizure of Nicolas Maduro. (Raul Arboleda/AFP/Getty Images)


By Kevin Sieff | 2026-01-08
BOGOTA, Colombia -- Days after publicly weighing an invasion of Colombia, President Donald Trump appeared to call it off on Wednesday night.
He said he had spoken to an erstwhile nemesis, Colombian President Gustavo Petro. Trump had previously called Petro a "drug leader" who had "better watch his ass." But after the Wednesday night call, Trump wrote on Truth Social: "I appreciated his call and tone." The two men agreed to meet in Washington.
It was the most recent jolt to one of the Western Hemisphere's closest relationships. Days earlier, when Trump said that invading Colombia "sounds good to me," he was threatening to attack a top recipient of U.S. military assistance.
On Thursday morning, as tensions appeared to ease, Petro reflected on the call, which he said in an X post was brokered by Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) and lasted for 55 minutes.
"I know that President Trump doesn't agree with me, but it's more convenient to start a dialogue ... than to settle it on battlefields," he wrote.
No country in Latin America has a closer partnership with the Pentagon. The two countries share intelligence daily; U.S. military liaisons are fixtures in Colombia's Defense Ministry; and the United States has vetted specialized units within Colombia's military and police, according to past statements by both governments.
Yet, as the relationship between Trump and Petro deteriorated, the countries found themselves in the bizarre position of being historic partners whose leaders were acting as if they were preparing for war.
In the wake of the U.S. seizure of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, analysts and Colombian officials said they couldn't entirely discount Trump's threats to Colombia, even though they seemed profoundly unlikely. Trump called Petro a "sick man who likes making cocaine and selling it."
In response, Petro said he was preparing his "people" to defend him "from any illegitimate violent act." A former rebel, he said in a post on X that "for the sake of the fatherland I will take up weapons again." He sent 30,000 troops to the Venezuela border.
Colombia's Foreign Ministry did not respond to requests for comment. On Tuesday, the country's foreign minister, Rosa Villavicencio, said at a news conference that it would respond militarily to any U.S. "aggression."
"For that, we have a very well-trained army," Villavicencio said.

U.S. and Colombian soldiers prepare for a parachute jump in 2020 during exercises at the Tolemaida Air Base in Colombia. (Ivan Valencia/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


The threat of war between the two allies "boggles the mind," said Adam Isacson, the head of the defense oversight program at the Washington Office on Latin America, a think tank.
"These two countries have had an intimate relationship going back to the Korean War," Isacson said. "Colombia modeled its joint military structures after [the] U.S. It's hard to imagine closer relations."
Trump has frequently pointed to Colombia's failure to crack down on cocaine exports. In 2023, a U.N. report said coca was being cultivated on 253,000 hectares (about 625,000 acres) in Colombia, a record high and more than half of the global coca crop. On the Wednesday night call, Petro said he "laid out my policy against the narcos that spans nearly 20 years."
While experts say Petro's drug policy does bear some responsibility for that growth, there is no evidence that he is complicit in the trafficking of drugs. Still, Trump had appeared to be modeling his accusations against Petro after the drug case the Justice Department built against Maduro, which culminated in a 25-page indictment.
"He better wise up or he'll be next," Trump said of Petro last month, suggesting to target Colombia in a possible expansion of the military buildup and antidrug trafficking operations directed at Venezuela.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro attends a military ceremony in Bogota on Dec. 29 to introduce new commanders. (Sergio Yate/AFP/Getty Images)


Petro had been seen by some as having gone out of his way to antagonize Trump over the past year. In September, he spoke at a protest in New York City about the immorality of some U.S. military missions.
"I ask all soldiers in the United States Army not to point their rifles at humanity," Petro said through a megaphone. "Disobey Trump's order! Obey the order of humanity!" The U.S. said it later suspended his visa.
It was the kind of spectacle that many Colombians saw as a political stunt -- an effort by Petro to use his vocal opposition to Trump to animate his leftist base. Petro  called for national demonstrations Wednesday in response to Trump's comments and "to defend national sovereignty."

Backed by top government and military officials, President Donald Trump speaks Saturday about the U.S. operation in Venezuela. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


Petro's term expires later this year, and Colombia's constitution does not allow him to seek a second consecutive term -- another reason many here had doubted that Trump would attempt to capture him. In his Truth Social post on Wednesday, Trump said the White House meeting between the two men would take place in the "near future."
Petro wrote on X: "Now we have to see the consequences of the reestablishment of diplomatic conversation."
If that meeting goes poorly -- which some experts expect it might -- Trump's threats against Petro could affect the next Colombian presidential election, which will take place in May. Already, opponents of Petro's coalition are arguing that the next president should be someone who won't antagonize the U.S., given the political and economic risks.
"Right and center-leaning candidates are telling voters that Petro has been derelict in managing the country's most important bilateral relationship," said Elizabeth Dickinson, deputy director for Latin America at the International Crisis Group.
Ivan Cepeda, the candidate who will represent Petro's coalition, has rebuffed Trump's comments about Petro, writing on X that Colombia is not "a colony or a protectorate of the United States."
In addition to targeting Maduro, Trump has proved increasingly willing to intervene in Latin American elections to prevent leftist candidates from winning. The candidate he endorsed in Honduras, Nasry Asfura, won the election there by a razor-thin margin after Trump suggested that he would cut aid to the country if Asfura lost.
On Monday, as if to summarize Trump's evolving foreign policy in the region, the State Department posted on X a photo of Trump with the words: "THIS IS OUR HEMISPHERE."
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Americas
Venezuela's economy nears collapse under U.S. blockade 
Trump administration officials say the Venezuelan government only has a few weeks before it would "go broke" if it doesn't "play ball."

The Petare neighborhood of Caracas, Venezuela, on Tuesday. (For The Washington Post)


By Ana Vanessa Herrero, Susannah George | 2026-01-08
CARACAS, Venezuela -- After seizing Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, the Trump administration is increasing the already substantial pressure on the country's new president, Delcy Rodriguez, demanding she cut ties with U.S. adversaries before a blockade on Venezuelan oil is lifted.
The economic pressure campaign has emerged as central to President Donald Trump's vow that the United States would "run" Venezuela. In an apparent indication of early compliance, Rodriguez's government agreed to a deal under which Venezuela would hand millions of barrels of oil over to the U.S.
Inside Venezuela, a nervous quiet has descended on many parts of the capital as people grapple with the aftermath of the U.S. attack and a widening government crackdown against dissent. For now, Caracas residents report no shortages of goods in markets, but inflation is up, normally busy streets are empty and the businesses that do open only do so for set periods of time.
Under the current conditions, Trump administration officials say the Venezuelan government only has a few weeks before it would "go broke" if it doesn't "play ball," according to two U.S. officials briefed on the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal policy deliberations.

Normally busy streets in Caracas are seeing less traffic. (For The Washington Post)


Analysts and economists said that timeline  probably describes how long the U.S. assesses that the government in Caracas has before its cash reserves run out and it is left unable to make critical payments, such as salaries for security forces.
"The president is speaking about exerting maximum leverage with the interim authorities in Venezuela and ensuring they cooperate with the United States," said a senior administration official. "As the president stated, the embargo on sanctioned Venezuelan oil remains in full effect," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly on the matter.
Trump has said he is demanding the U.S. get "total access" to Venezuela's oil reserves and "other things." Among those is a demand that Venezuela cut ties with China, Iran, Russia and Cuba and agree to partner exclusively with the U.S. on oil production, according to one of the U.S. officials briefed on the matter.
Under the deal, Venezuela would hand over 30 million to 50 million barrels of oil to the U.S., to be sold. The proceeds can be spent "at the discretion of the U.S. government," and the funds will "be disbursed for the benefit of the American people and the Venezuelan people," the Energy Department said in a statement. Venezuela has not disputed the plan.
Energy Secretary Chris Wright told CNBC on Wednesday, "We're just going to control the flow of those funds so we have leverage over the people in power." In the short term, he said, his priority is "to stabilize the economy in Venezuela, stop the collapse of the bolivar, prevent Venezuela from becoming a failed state."
Also Wednesday, the Defense Department announced the seizure of two additional tankers, both under U.S. sanctions·, carrying Venezuelan oil. That comes after four ships were observed leaving Venezuelan waters in apparent defiance of the blockade on Saturday and Sunday, according to an analysis from TankerTrackers.com.
Because Venezuela's economy is so reliant on oil exports, the U.S. blockade has probably already brought national revenue close to zero, according to Francisco Rodriguez, an expert on the Venezuelan economy at the University of Denver and the author of "The Collapse of Venezuela."
"They were basically living day-to-day and only paycheck to paycheck. And the checks are the oil exports," he said.

A woman prays inside the Dulce Nombre de Jesus church in Petare. (For The Washington Post)


Once one of the wealthiest countries in the world, Venezuela experienced stunning economic collapse within a matter of years as U.S. sanctions, corruption and government mismanagement hollowed out the economy. Throughout the crises, Venezuela repeatedly dipped into its reserves and now has little accessible cash left.
Venezuela's cash-flow problems emerged within days of the imposition of the blockade, said Andres Martinez-Fernandez, a Latin America policy analyst with the Heritage Foundation, a right-wing think tank in Washington. He cited reports that Venezuela had fallen behind on debt repayments to China and Russia.
"There was quite a bit of scrambling and concern after those initial actions against the tankers," he said. Venezuela uses much of its oil transfers to Russia and China to pay down country-to-country debts, according to Martinez-Fernandez, and once the oil flows ceased, the government in Caracas had no other way to settle the accounts.
Venezuela's government also faces the possibility that it will be unable to pay the salaries of its own employees, the military and police. Martinez-Fernandez and Rodriguez, the economist, both estimated that this could happen as soon as the end of January or early February, after which government functions could begin to break down and food shortages could surge.
"I think famine is a real possibility now in Venezuela. But it's a large country with porous borders. And, usually before people starve, they try to leave," Rodriguez said.
Economic collapse has already triggered massive waves of migration from Venezuela. Since 2014, nearly 8 million Venezuelans have fled the country, according to United Nations figures. Those who stayed have already faced widespread hunger for years, causing infant mortality to soar and most adults to lose weight, a phenomena dryly referred to as "the Maduro diet."

People wait out the falling rain at the threshold of the church. (For The Washington Post)


Rojas, a 47-year-old owner of a small chocolate business in Caracas, said he is living from one sale to the next, terrified that another economic downturn could bring hyperinflation with it.
"With the money I just received, I'm going to buy food. I have to work miracles with what I've saved and what I can earn," he said, to stretch his earnings to support his mother and father, as well as himself.
So far, apart from business being down slightly, he hasn't experienced a dramatic economic shock since the ramped-up U.S. pressure on Venezuela, but he fears it's coming any day now, and that has made it impossible to plan.
"Uncertainty is the worst thing that can happen to a human being," he said.
George reported from Washington. John Hudson and Dan Lamothe in Washington contributed to this report.
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The Optimist
He spends 12 hours making art in the snow, then watches it vanish
Simon Beck works alone, using a compass and a pair of snowshoes to create intricate patterns as large as three soccer fields.

One of Simon Beck's creations. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 


By Maggie Penman | 2026-01-08
Some art forms endure for centuries -- but Simon Beck's work is, by its nature, temporary.
For two decades, Beck has been using his feet to make intricate designs in fresh snow and on beaches. A former mapmaker, Beck designs many of the drawings ahead of time on paper. Then he spends 12 hours alone with a compass, walking in snowshoes to create complex patterns. Some designs resemble snowflakes, stars or flowers. Others include messages or peace signs.
"In mapmaking, you've got something in existence on the ground, and you've got to reproduce it in small scale on paper by measuring it," Beck said. "Making one of these drawings is the same process in reverse." Beck mostly works in France, but his art is seen all over the world on social media.

Simon Beck used a compass and a pair of snowshoes to create intricate designs in fresh snow in Les Arcs, France, in February 2025.


At 67 years old, Beck has made nearly 700 artworks in sand and snow, and said he aspires to make at least a thousand. The first time he tried making a pattern in the snow, in 2004, it was just an experiment. He started occasionally posting his snow and sand art. After a few years, he realized how many people were connecting with his work, and he started to dedicate himself more seriously. He can only work in the snow from late October until early March, so he has a short season to make as many drawings as he can.
The patterns can be as large as three soccer fields. After they're done, Beck photographs them, often using a drone or by perching high on a nearby slope. Then, the drawings melt or are swept away by the wind or skiers -- or they're covered by fresh snow. The ephemeral nature of his work is part of the point.
"If the drawing did not get erased, you would never be able to make more than one drawing in the same location," Beck said. He's made hundreds of patterns in the same spots, and every time it snows, he has a fresh canvas.

The designs are often the size of several soccer fields, and can take 12 hours to make. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 



A ski gondola passes by one of Simon Beck's creations. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 


When Beck works in sand on beaches, the timetable is even shorter.
"When the tide starts going down, you have to wait until it's dry before you can start drawing," he said. "Typically, you've got about five hours to get the drawing done before the tide comes in and starts covering it up. So once it's dry enough to start, it becomes a race against the incoming tide."

With sand, Simon Beck has even less time than he does in snow: only about five hours from when the sand is dry enough to work with to when the tide comes back in. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 


Beck now works mostly on frozen lakes in the French Alps, and sometimes hikers and skiers happen upon him while he's creating a snow drawing.
"The record was 75 people watching me," he said. "It was nearly finished on a sunny day in the ski season, when there were a lot of people around." The skiing wasn't very good that day, so dozens of people stopped to watch as Beck completed his work, yelling "Bravo!" and applauding and taking photographs, he recalled.

Simon Beck's artwork on a beach in Britain. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 


Often, though, Beck starts working on a snow drawing around 11 a.m. or noon, and doesn't finish until around midnight, taking pictures of it the next morning. He eats a hearty breakfast before he starts: two big bowls of porridge with banana. He brings snacks with him for when he gets hungry while working, but he doesn't take breaks.
"I tend to eat while I'm doing the detailed fractals around the edge because it's less physically demanding," Beck said. By the time he finishes, he's pretty hungry. "To be honest, I should take a bit more food out there than I do. I should get better organized."
Beck usually works alone, but doesn't mind the solitude. He listens to classical music while he works.
"The Earth is beautiful, and the snow is beautiful, and winter is beautiful," Beck said.

Another Simon Beck original on a snow-covered canvas. (Courtesy of Simon Beck) 
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Middle East conflict
Despite Gaza ceasefire, war still deadly along Israel's 'Yellow Line'
Israel's enforcement of its shifting demarcation line in Gaza has left hundreds of Palestinians dead in the months since an Oct. 10 ceasefire.

A Palestinian man carries the body of his 5-month-old brother, who was killed on Dec. 19 when Israeli forces shelled a school in Gaza City that was being used as a shelter. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Siham Shamalakh, Hazem  Balousha, Lior Soroka, Amaya Verde | 2026-01-08
For Palestinians living near Israel's demarcation line in Gaza, the war never stopped.
In the three months since a U.S.-backed ceasefire began, Israeli troops, tanks and drones have fired on residents almost daily in areas close to or abutting the line. The attacks have killed at least 250 people out of the more than 400 who have died since Oct. 10, according to the local health authority, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. Thousands more have been displaced, the United Nations and other humanitarian groups say.
Israel says it is responding to attempts by Hamas operatives to cross the line, either to attack troops or to gather intelligence, in violation of the ceasefire agreement that required Israeli forces to partially withdraw. The boundary, known as the "Yellow Line," splits Gaza roughly in half, with the Israeli military in the east, much of the south and part of the north, and the vast majority of Palestinians crammed into the west.
The line, which is only partly marked by yellow-painted concrete blocks, was meant to be temporary, a first step toward Israel's eventual withdrawal. But as the ceasefire took hold, Israeli forces worked quickly to reinforce their positions and establish new ones along the line, according to satellite imagery reviewed by Will Goodhind, an investigator and geospatial analyst for the open-access research project Contested Ground.
Since then, Israeli leaders, including military chief of staff Eyal Zamir, have referred to the boundary as a "new border line." And on several occasions, troops have pushed into areas west of the line, moving the yellow blocks overnight or without warning, residents and the U.N. said. In one instance last month, a community kitchen supported by the World Food Program along Gaza's Salah al-Din road closed in the evening and by morning, it was suddenly on the Israeli side of the boundary, the U.N. agency said.
The Israel Defense Forces has denied shifting the line. But as talks to advance the truce have stalled, Palestinians worry the stalemate will normalize a dangerous status quo -- one that experts say would entrench Israel's presence and de facto divide the territory, leaving the estimated 2.1 million people now in western Gaza perpetually isolated and displaced.

A truck carrying the yellow cement blocks used for Israel's demarcation line in Gaza as part of a U.S.-backed ceasefire. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


"It hasn't been calm since we returned here," said 60-year-old Reda Elewa, a resident of the Shejaiya neighborhood in eastern Gaza City. "On the ground, it has never stopped -- artillery, quadcopters, gunfire," he said.
Shortly after the ceasefire was announced, Elewa and his family returned to Shejaiya, where the plot of land their home once occupied is around 160 feet from the line. "They plan to move closer and push us out," he said of Israel's military activity. "There is no real ceasefire."
For Israel, maintaining the Yellow Line is key to pressuring Hamas, which led the attacks on Israeli communities on Oct. 7, 2023, that killed about 1,200 people and saw about 250 others taken to Gaza as hostages. Israel launched a punishing military campaign in response, killing more than 71,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"Israel will never leave Gaza," Defense Minister Israel Katz said last month at an event organized by the Makor Rishon news outlet. As part of the ceasefire deal, "there will be a significant security zone, even after we transition phases," he said.
But while the ceasefire plan envisions an "international security force" that would eventually deploy to Gaza and help oversee its demilitarization, the Trump administration has struggled to persuade nations to join. When asked last week whether Israeli forces would be withdrawing from Gaza, President Donald Trump, who had just met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, said it was "a separate subject" from the disarmament of Hamas. "We'll talk about that," he said.
In the meantime, Israeli forces have dug in further, clearing new ground, expanding compounds and building up high berms along the line.
"In this case, the Yellow Line becomes a new de facto border," said Ofer Guterman, a former senior analyst with Israel's Military Intelligence Directorate and a researcher at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv. "This arrangement works for both: Israel gets a security buffer protecting its communities, and Hamas keeps its weapons, controls the population, and rebuilds its civilian rule over most of Gaza's residents."
But for the Palestinian civilians who have borne the brunt of the war, that type of understanding offers little comfort, both for their immediate circumstances and for the enclave's future. Residents who lived in eastern Gaza either have lost or can no longer access their homes, businesses, land or other assets that are located in the Israeli-controlled zone, where troops are carrying out daily demolitions of residential and other buildings, according to the U.N.

An Israeli airstrike in northern Gaza on Oct. 29. More than 400 Palestinians have been killed since the ceasefire went into effect on Oct. 10, a majority of them along the Israeli military's "Yellow Line." (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Israel says the demolitions are necessary to destroy Hamas's military infrastructure. "Israel's policy in Gaza is clear: The IDF operates to destroy the tunnels and eliminate Hamas terrorists without any restrictions within the 'Yellow Area' under our control," Katz said.
Israel's portion of Gaza, which makes up more than half of the territory, has also swallowed up much of the enclave's agricultural land, according to Gisha, an Israeli human rights group. The majority of the population, 1.6 million people, face acute food insecurity, according to the world's leading authority on hunger.
Meanwhile, in western Gaza, families are packed together amid the rubble, in tents or makeshift shelters, with little protection against the wind and rain. Israeli forces surround them on all sides, including the sea, and daily life near the Yellow Line -- which cuts through the enclave's most important urban centers -- is unstable and violent.
The attacks, residents say, can come at any time.
For Eyad Amin, 45, that time came on Nov. 19, just one day after he moved his family from central Gaza back home to Shejaiya. When they arrived, he spotted a yellow block about 1,000 feet to the east.
The next afternoon, Amin was at home when he heard a noise and looked out the window: A few yards away was an Israeli tank. He grabbed his three children and ran.
When Amin returned the following day for some belongings, there was a new yellow block next to the house. "There was no prior warning, no alert," he said. The IDF denied expanding the Yellow Line on Nov. 20.
Shejaiya has been a flash point for violence along the Yellow Line, registering the highest number of Israeli attacks from Oct. 10 to Dec. 5, along with Bani Suheila, a town about a mile east of the southern city of Khan Younis, according to Armed Conflict Location & Event Data, a nonprofit organization that maps and analyzes data on political violence around the world.
Other hot spots include the Tuffah neighborhood in eastern Gaza City, the Bureij refugee camp in central Gaza and Jabalya in the north, ACLED data shows.
Among the dead so far: guests at a wedding in Tuffah, a Bedouin woman tending sheep near Israeli-controlled Rafah, a family traveling in a van in Gaza City's Zeitoun neighborhood, and a teenager whose relatives say was shot and killed in Jabalya, then run over by an Israeli military vehicle.
"It shouldn't be called the Yellow Line -- it's the line of confrontation, the death line," said Mohamed al-Bursh, 35, a resident of Jabalya whose destroyed home is a little less than 500 feet from the boundary. Bursh and his extended family returned to Jabalya for three days in October after the ceasefire went into effect.
"Those three days were the worst of my life," he said. "The Israeli army went wild. ... Quadcopters fired on us and dropped grenades, and tanks shelled the area," Bursh said, adding that now, "no one dares to go back ... not even a cat or a dog would dare."

Displaced Palestinians sit by a fire in the Bureij camp in central Gaza on Dec. 10. The eastern part of the camp, near the "Yellow Line," has been a flash point for Israeli attacks since the ceasefire went into effect. (Eyad Baba/AFP/Getty Images)


An Israeli security official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media, said that the IDF is "dealing with near-daily violations of the ceasefire agreement" but conceded that "the main point of friction" between troops and fighters is in Rafah in southern Gaza, where dozens of Hamas militants have been holed up in a tunnel complex behind Israeli lines.
Three Israeli soldiers have been killed in Gaza since the ceasefire began, all of them in Rafah.
At a cabinet meeting in October, the IDF's deputy chief of staff, Tamir Yadai, said that troops were instructed to shoot at adult suspects approaching the Yellow Line but to detain rather than fire on children, according to Kan News, Israel's public broadcaster. Anyone who approaches the line "should know that he may be hit," added Katz, the defense minister.
So when Tamer Abu Assi, 39, began sending his two young boys out to collect firewood near the ruins of their home in Bani Suheila, a little more than 100 yards from the line, he knew he was putting them at risk. But Abu Assi was injured and unable to walk, and as winter arrived the family, living in a withered tent, needed to stay warm.
The boys -- Jumaa, 10, and Fadi, 8 -- "knew the limit marked by the Yellow Line and understood it was dangerous to cross," he said. But as firewood became more scarce, each day they strayed farther from home.
On Nov. 29, the IDF issued a statement saying it had "identified two suspects who crossed the yellow line, conducted suspicious activities on the ground, and approached IDF troops operating in the southern Gaza Strip, posing an immediate threat." The Israeli air force "eliminated the suspects in order to remove the threat," the statement said.
The suspects were Abu Assi's two boys.
They were killed by an Israeli drone east of the Yellow Line, said Anas Abu Saada, 17, who had been with them collecting firewood nearby when he witnessed the attack.
When asked about the identities of the victims, the IDF referred The Washington Post to its original statement.
"They were just kids," Abu Assi said.
Karen DeYoung and Imogen Piper contributed to this report.
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Europe
Europe draws red line on Greenland after a year of trying to pacify Trump
While many European leaders' reactions to the Venezuela raid were muted, there have been forceful rebukes of the Trump administration's greediness on Greenland.

Greenland Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen, left, and Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen in April. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/AP)


By Steve Hendrix | 2026-01-08
LONDON -- For the past year, European friends turned frenemies of the United States have delicately navigated one shock after another, hoping for the best as President Donald Trump threatened to lay waste to the global order.
When Trump scolded NATO allies, lambasted Ukraine's president, laid on tariffs and framed ratified treaties as conditional deals, the go-to play by European leaders was to placate -- with military spending pledges, trade concessions and disciplined summits, in language scrubbed of morality or judgment.
It wasn't always elegant or dignified, but the policy of strategic acquiescence seemed to be working, sort of. U.S. arms kept flowing to Ukraine, an all-out trade war was averted and Trump deigned to say some nice things about NATO.
Then came the strikes that rocked Caracas, explosions that echoed in capitals around the world. Governments that spent years preaching restraint, legality and multilateralism found themselves scrambling for words to express unease without triggering Trump's fury.
The precarious strategy of managing Trump, rather than confronting him, looked more exposed when  the president and his inner circle revived their talk of "getting" Greenland and even floated the idea of military action. To European ears, it sounded less like bluster than a retrograde worldview now backed by unvarnished American might: power over process, leverage over law, loyalty conditioned on utility.
"It's approaching a full-on existential crisis," said Mujtaba Rahman, managing director for Europe at political risk consultancy Eurasia Group. "It could be far greater than Russia invading Ukraine, because Russia is an adversary. Now, it's the guarantor of European security undermining European security."
Where many European leaders' reactions to the Venezuela raid were muted, caveated or outsourced to legal abstractions about the United Nations Charter, European leaders on Tuesday came out with uncommonly forceful rebukes of the Trump administration's greediness on Greenland.
The prime minister of Denmark, a NATO member, said a U.S. action on Greenland, a territory of the kingdom of Denmark for more than 300 years, would be the end of the alliance. Leaders of France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain and Britain closed ranks with Copenhagen, issuing a joint statement that Greenland's future is a matter for "Denmark and Greenland, and them only."
Denmark and Greenland have stated emphatically, and repeatedly, that the huge Arctic territory -- sparsely populated with 57,000  mostly Indigenous residents and boasting potentially rich deposits of rare earth minerals -- is not for sale. Greenland is officially designated as an autonomous region, and residents say they have no intention of living under the yoke of a new colonial ruler.
Trump, posting on Truth Social on Wednesday, seemed to bristle at suggestions that he was endangering NATO, boasting that he had pressured allies to raise spending.  "Everyone said that couldn't be done, but it could, because, beyond all else, they are all my friends," Trump wrote.
"RUSSIA AND CHINA HAVE ZERO FEAR OF NATO WITHOUT THE UNITED STATES, AND I DOUBT NATO WOULD BE THERE FOR US IF WE REALLY NEEDED THEM," Trump said. "EVERYONE IS LUCKY THAT I REBUILT OUR MILITARY IN MY FIRST TERM, AND CONTINUE TO DO SO. We will always be there for NATO, even if they won't be there for us."
NATO, in fact, sprang to America's aid after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, invoking its collective defense mechanism within 24 hours, for the first and only time in its history. NATO nations also deployed tens of thousands of troops to Afghanistan to support Washington's war, and the alliance has generally regarded the U.S. as its leader.
On Greenland, however, conflicting signals from Washington have only heightened the anxiety.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Monday told lawmakers in a closed briefing that Trump's goal is to buy Greenland from Denmark, playing down military action. On Wednesday, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) also discounted the likelihood of force.
"The U.S. always has military options for everything," Johnson told reporters. "I think with Greenland it's very clear that we are working ... through diplomatic channels."
When asked Wednesday why Trump would not rule out taking Greenland by military force, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said such a pledge would not be "something this president does."
A potential offer to buy Greenland is "being actively discussed by the president and his national security team," Leavitt told reporters, adding that a U.S. acquisition of Greenland "is not a new idea."
"All options are always on the table," she said, but Trump's first option "always has been diplomacy."
Rubio told reporters Wednesday that U.S. and Danish officials would meet to discuss Greenland next week, without offering details. The State Department did not immediately respond to a request for more details. The Danish Embassy in Washington declined to comment.

White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller said that the "formal position" of the United States is that Greenland should be American for national security reasons. (Juliette Pavy/Hors Format/For The Washington Post)


Europe had been riding out Trump's shocks, betting there would be limits. To many, those bets now look much riskier.
NATO has survived clashing allies before. Greece and Turkey, notably, have been in a standoff since Turkish forces occupied northern Cyprus in 1974. But, as Rahman noted, the U.S., NATO's wealthiest and most powerful member, was instrumental in mediating that rift.
"Now it is causing it," he said. "NATO can't survive a forceful annexation. The alliance would be meaningless even if it continues to exist on paper."
Tensions over Greenland's status were already escalating even before the Venezuela raid.
In December, Trump appointed Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) as his "special envoy to Greenland," a post Denmark and Greenland rejected. Landry embraced the goal of working to "make Greenland a part of the U.S."
The Danish government called in U.S. diplomats to personally object to Landry's comments, the second time in recent months that Denmark summoned American officials for a face-to-face wrist slap as it reached for Greenland.
After the Caracas operation, the rhetoric grew edgier and -- following Trump's effective takeover of a sovereign neighbor -- far more believable.
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller said Monday that the "formal position" of the United States is that Greenland should be American, for national security reasons, and that, essentially, it was Trump's for the taking. "Nobody's going to fight the United States militarily over the future of Greenland," Miller said.
Miller's wife posted an image of the American flag superimposed on a map of Greenland with the caption "SOON."
"It's clear that some people in and adjacent to the administration felt empowered by the success of the operation," said Heather Hurlburt, an associate fellow in the Americas program at Chatham House, a London-based think tank.
Hurlburt cited a retired U.S. general who viewed the White House move in Venezuela and its fixation on Greenland as reminiscent of teenagers playing the geostrategic board game Risk.
"Once you start down the road of the Monroe Doctrine or the 'Donroe' doctrine, or whatever we're saying now, you look at a map of the Western Hemisphere, and there is Greenland," she said.
Whether it's gaming or grasping, European leaders face unpalatable choices. One is to stick with the unified hard line that emerged in recent days, making clear that any move on Greenland could trigger a response by European allies -- not against Russia or China but, unthinkably, against the United States.
Invoking the NATO treaty's collective defense clause, known as Article 5, under which an attack on one member is regarded as an attack on all, requires the unanimity of all 32 allies. The United States, of course, would reject any plea for help by Denmark -- effectively neutering the treaty.
"Article 5 did not anticipate that the invading country would be a member of NATO," Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) told reporters asking about a bill in Congress to prohibit Trump from acting in Greenland.
Military experts say Denmark and Greenland would stand no chance against American military might. In reality, that is a nonstarter in every way; political analysts across the board agree with Miller that no one will go to war over Greenland. Europe is too dependent on the U.S. militarily and economically to risk a true break.
But the mere prospect of such conflict only highlights how much more difficult it is now for U.S. allies to toe the line with Trump. That, too, could lead to a drastic deterioration of the transatlantic alliance if not its end, analysts say.
"Many European countries are still seeking to ride both a European and an American horse," Rahman said. "That may become impossible."
Another option would be to make a deal on Greenland -- a sale or lease, with expanded access to mineral rights, and a U.S. role in security. In the event of a crisis, "the rest of Europe will lean on Denmark to make some kind of arrangement with the U.S.," Rahman said.
A Louisiana Purchase-style transaction may be the least likely. Danish law recognizes Greenlanders as a people with the right to decide their own future, meaning Copenhagen cannot barter the island away even if it wanted to. Any change in sovereignty would first require Greenland to choose independence -- a separate legal, electoral process -- before it could negotiate anything with Washington.
Politically, there is deep public resistance in both countries to any transfer of sovereignty. A YouGov poll for the Guardian last year found that 78 percent of Danes oppose selling the island to the U.S., while 85 percent of Greenland residents said in a separate survey that they do not want to be part of the U.S. The office of Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen declined to comment.
Some European officials are arguing quietly that the pushback coming from European capitals may be counterproductive. A flat "no" never sits well with Trump, they point out, and his most hard-line supporters delight in turning up the volume whenever the White House is challenged.
"This administration, when provoked, doubles down," said a European diplomat who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. "That's a bit dangerous at the moment. We should be saying there are indeed serious security concerns in the Arctic and how do we go about addressing them together."
European militaries largely agree with Trump that the icy northern reaches of the Atlantic are going to be a strategic hot spot in coming decades, an obvious pathway for Chinese missiles and Russian submarines. Many say there would be little resistance to any U.S. plans to beef up its presence around the territory, which is already covered by NATO and numerous bilateral agreements between Washington and Denmark, and where the U.S. already has a military base.
Their fear, which has spiked since the White House delivered its object lesson in Venezuela, is that the old protocols really may be out the window. And their bigger fear may simply be: What comes next?
Adam Taylor and Maegan Vazquez in Washington contributed to this report.
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Americas
Venezuelan politics are a 'blood sport.' The U.S. is entering the ring.
Delcy Rodriguez is Venezuela's new president, but the country's powerful defense and interior ministers could decide the future of Chavismo -- and the nation.

(Artur Galocha/The Washington Post)


By Terrence McCoy | 2026-01-08

Jorge Rodriguez, front right, is sworn in as president of the Venezuelan National Assembly on Monday in Caracas. He is the brother of the newly installed president. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


The day after U.S. Special Operations forces swept into Caracas, the new Venezuelan president assembled her cabinet members around a large wooden table at the Miraflores Palace. Behind Delcy Rodriguez were large pictures of the country's fallen leaders: Hugo Chavez, dead of cancer in 2013, and Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, now jailed in New York on drug-trafficking charges.
Seated on either side of Rodriguez, at the head of the table, were the powers that remained. One was Vladimir Padrino, the defense minister, dressed in military camouflage. The other was Diosdado Cabello, the interior minister. He wore a scowl and a hat that said, "To doubt is treason."
Both men hold far more power than their titles suggest, analysts say. Stalwarts of the Maduro regime -- one U.S. investigators say is built on patronage and fueled by criminal proceeds -- they control Venezuela's expansive security state and much of its commercial activity.

Venezuela's interim president Delcy Rodriguez greets attendees after she was sworn in Monday during a ceremony. (Leonardo Fernandez Viloria/Reuters)


Since Maduro's capture and arrest Saturday, public attention has focused on Rodriguez and whether she will accede to White House demands to open up Venezuela's vast natural resources to American industry. But the newly installed president -- alongside her brother Jorge, president of the Venezuelan National Assembly -- represents only the political sphere.
The country's other power centers, according to scholars, Venezuelan researchers, and current and former U.S. officials, are commanded by Padrino and Cabello -- hard-line, old-school Chavistas who came of ideological age in the socialist movement and accrued significant power and wealth through continued loyalty to the cause.
Using connections and intimidation, researchers say, the men have repeatedly helped Maduro survive periods of crisis and tighten his authoritarian grip. First in 2019, when much of the world united behind opposition leader Juan Guaido's bid to supplant Maduro. And then again in summer 2024, when electoral tallies made clear that Maduro had lost the presidential election.
Now Padrino and Cabello, both of whom are wanted by U.S. authorities on drug-trafficking allegations, will help to decide the future of Chavismo -- and the nation. Their continued presence magnifies the complexity of the challenge faced by American negotiators as they seek to bypass war and regime change and find common ground with members of a besieged government riven by internal divisions.
"There are three centers of power," said a former senior official with the U.S. State Department, who like others in this story spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. "And Delcy is going to find out pretty quickly that she can't provide everything that the Americans want."

Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino on Monday in Caracas. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


The Washington Post was unable to reach Padrino and Cabello for comment. The communications office of the Venezuelan government did not respond to a request for comment.
President Donald Trump has said the United States is "in charge" of Venezuela, while Secretary of State Marco Rubio has suggested a less direct role, saying the U.S. will use its ongoing oil blockade· and other economic measures to make Caracas do its bidding.
Analysts expressed concern that Washington doesn't fully understand the factional, internecine political system it now seeks to control -- a maze of overlapping loyalties, family ties and competing interests. Several pointed to Cabello -- a feared figure who hosts a weekly talk show called "Bringing the Hammer" -- as the wild card.
One Venezuelan adviser close to Rodriguez's government said he is central to maintaining unity. "In times of crisis, his role is not conciliatory, but rather one of maintaining order," the adviser said. "Delcy governs; Diosdado ensures that power does not slip away."
But others worry about what he is capable of. At his disposal, according to researchers and U.S. officials, are not only the police and intelligence services, but also the "colectivos," a pro-government militia embedded throughout society, whose members speed around the streets on motorcycles, armed and masked.
"Cabello is a brutal, repressive figure in the regime, but he's not stupid," said Geoff Ramsey of the Atlantic Council. "He knows his survival depends on threatening to burn down the country, unless his interests are taken care of."
"Politics in Venezuela," he added, "is a ruthless blood sport."

Padrino, center, declares that President Nicolas Maduro had absolute loyalty of the armed forces amid protests over his reelection. (AFP/Getty Images)


How the state built by Chavez went from a hierarchal system built around a single charismatic leader to a hotbed of competing factions is, to some degree, a story of Maduro's own political failings.
"Chavez was a leftist military man and very charismatic and happened to rule Venezuela during an oil boom, so he had a lot of resources to do a lot of things," said David Smilde, a sociologist at Tulane University who researches Chavismo. "And with the exception of being a leftist, Maduro is none of those things -- not charismatic, not a military man, and he has no oil boom."
After narrowly winning the presidential election to succeed Chavez in 2013, Maduro appeared to recognize what he lacked and set out to defend his hold on power not through political persuasion, but by restricting freedoms and empowering -- and enriching -- the armed forces.
In February 2016, he put the mining sector in the hands of the military. A few months later, he gave it control over the distribution of basic goods. Another decree shortly afterward put the nation's ports under its purview. Padrino, who rose to defense minister in October 2014, became more powerful with each move, researchers said, pioneering new kickback schemes that kept the military loyal to him and indebted to the regime.
"The military became its own branch of power," said Carolina Jimenez Sandoval, the Venezuelan president of the Washington Office on Latin America. "I don't think the United States understands the extent to which the military is ingrained into the politics and economy, both formally and informally."
The military also began to profit from illicit revenue streams, American authorities contend. In March 2020, federal prosecutors in the U.S. District Court of the Southern District of Florida filed charges against Padrino and Cabello for using their roles to facilitate and abet Venezuelan drug trafficking and "flood" the United States with cocaine.
The U.S. government announced significant bounties for both men -- $15 million for Padrino and $25 million for Cabello.
Over time, Maduro came to be seen less as the ultimate authority in the country and more as an arbiter between competing powers that had little in common, said Roberto Deniz, a Venezuelan investigative journalist.
"It's not just an authoritarian regime," he said. "It's an authoritarian regime with a kleptocratic structure in which there are numerous heads, and each one acts as its own fiefdom."
"It doesn't matter if the economy is good or bad, if human rights are respected or not," he added. "The goal is to preserve power."

Diosdado Cabello speaks at a rally in support of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, in Caracas on Tuesday. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


Cabello, who describes himself online as a "revolutionary" and "radical Chavista," is seen by observers as a particularly unpredictable figure. He participated in Chavez's failed coup attempt in 1992 and spent the next two years in prison. After Chavez won the presidency through the ballot box, Cabello served as vice president, helping him stave off an attempted coup in 2002, and then as interior minister, a role in which he developed deeper ties with the internal security and intelligence forces.
At the time of Chavez's cancer diagnosis, he was seen as the second-most-important revolutionary and a direct rival to Maduro, then the vice president, in the line of succession. After Chavez selected Maduro as his heir, he moved to sideline Cabello, only bringing him back into his cabinet shortly after his apparent electoral loss in 2024.
"Cabello has been the black sheep in the ruling party," Ramsey said. "But Maduro found it impossible to rule without his knack for repression and his proximity to the intelligence apparatus."
His family's influence spans the nation. Alexis Rodriguez Cabello, a first cousin, is in charge of the Venezuelan intelligence service and posts frequent homages to Cabello on social media. His brother, Jose David Cabello, is in charge of the powerful customs and taxation ministry, granting him control over duties at borders and ports. His wife, Marleny Contreras, a current member of the National Assembly, has been the minister of both tourism and public works.
The Post was unable to reach Cabello's family members for comment.
"Diosdado never stopped being a powerful actor, even when he seemed demoted," Deniz said.
And he has "ascended rapidly" since his formal return to government, added Rafael Uzcategui, the former director of Provea, a prominent Caracas nongovernmental organization -- "at the cost of Rodriguez."
Uzcategui saw a narrow path forward for brokering an agreement between Venezuela's rival power centers that would enable cooperation with U.S. officials and avert a wider conflict.
"It's much easier to negotiate with a 'malandro' than a religious fanatic," he said, using a word that most closely translates to "hustler." "And the Diosdado Cabello and Padrino factions are most motivated by material incentive."
But there have been worrying early signs, most notably from the informal militias that answer to Cabello.
The colectivos have fanned out across Caracas. Ordinarily, they carry small arms to intimidate dissenters, but they have been seen with larger weapons in recent days, including assault rifles. They have set up checkpoints, forcing residents to turn over their phones and searching them for messages that could be seen as supportive of the U.S.
Security forces also have arrested civilians and detained members of the media.
"Diosdado Cabello could be the spoiler," said the former senior U.S. diplomat. "It's a pretty rough start for what is the same regime, but a different management."
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Middle East
Saudi Arabia's allies in Yemen oust UAE-backed separatist from government
The separatist Southern Transition Council said its leader, Aidarous al-Zubaidi, remained in the port city of Aden after Saudi Arabia accused him of fleeing to an unknown destination.

Yemeni supporters of the United Arab Emirates-backed separatist Southern Transitional Council hold a poster of STC leader Aidarous al-Zubaidi in the port city of Aden on Dec. 21. (Fawaz Salman/Reuters)


By Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman | 2026-01-07
CAIRO -- Saudi Arabia and its Yemeni allies escalated efforts Wednesday to wrest control of southern Yemen from separatists backed by the United Arab Emirates, expelling their leader from the internationally recognized government and launching airstrikes in his home region about 50 miles east of the city of Taiz.
The move to oust Aidarous al-Zubaidi, who leads the pro-separatist Southern Transitional Council, came after he failed to board a plane to the Saudi capital, Riyadh, for planned talks on the crisis. A delegation of more than 50 people, including most of the STC's senior leaders, traveled without him late Tuesday, but fell out of contact shortly after they arrived, according to a statement from the council.
"The lack of any official information" regarding the delegation's location raised "serious questions that require urgent clarification," the STC said.
The escalation Wednesday was the latest salvo in a counteroffensive launched by Saudi Arabia and its proxy forces in Yemen to undo territorial gains made by the STC during a lightning offensive in the south last month. Saudi Arabia began by striking STC forces in the strategic province of Hadramout. And on Dec. 30, it bombed a shipment of Emirati military vehicles that had just arrived at a Yemeni port.
The clashes have brought to a boiling point the long-simmering tensions between Saudi Arabia and the UAE -- both Persian Gulf heavyweights -- over their rival agendas in Yemen and the wider Middle East. They have also shredded the power-sharing arrangement that appeared, for a time, to unify power players in southern Yemen as a counterweight to the Iranian-backed Houthis who control the country's northwest.
The developments have left southern Yemen's political future in doubt, though Saudi Arabia appeared to be consolidating power there. In recent days, Saudi-backed gunmen have rolled back through territory seized by the STC. And on Wednesday, the office of the Saudi-backed head of the Presidential Leadership Council, the executive body of the internationally recognized government, announced that a majority of its members had decided at an emergency meeting to remove Zubaidi from their ranks.
The STC has "crossed all lines," Sultan al-Aradah, a Saudi-aligned member of the PLC and the governor of Marib province, said in an interview Wednesday, adding that Zubaidi appears unwilling to negotiate.
Turki al-Maliki, a spokesman for the Saudi-led military coalition in Yemen, accused Zubaidi in a statement of having "fled to an unknown location" after mobilizing a force in his home region of Dhale and distributing weapons to fighters in the port city of Aden, the seat of the internationally recognized government. In response, Maliki said, Saudi coalition forces tasked the STC's vice president with securing Aden and carried out "preemptive strikes" targeting the fighters Zubaidi had allegedly massed in Dhale.

People are seen driving through South Transitional Council security checkpoints in Aden, Yemen, on Jan. 7, as turmoil in the country's south worsen.


The council disputed this account and said Zubaidi continued to oversee the work of state institutions from Aden, which his forces took in 2019. Last month, fighters affiliated with the STC seized the presidential palace in Aden, prompting some representatives of the internationally recognized government to flee to Riyadh.
"President al-Zubaidi has not left Aden. His people need him there," Amr al-Bidh, a senior STC official, wrote on X. "While a senior STC delegation is in Saudi Arabia pursuing negotiations, the President remains in Aden to ensure security and stability. He will not abandon his people, and he will engage directly when conditions allow."
In a news briefing later Wednesday, Bidh called on Saudi Arabia to de-escalate and urged the international community to put pressure on Riyadh "to make sure that our delegation is safe." He said the separatist council was "still open" to dialogue, but if diplomacy fails, the STC's supporters "will resist on the ground."
The STC in recent years has channeled long-running support for reviving a state of South Yemen, which dissolved in 1990 after unifying with the north. Zubaidi has significant popular support in the south and retains a sizable military force that is well-trained and equipped by the UAE, said Hisham al-Omeisy, a D.C.-based political and conflict analyst.
But while the infighting among anti-Houthi forces -- and the tension on display between Saudi Arabia and the UAE -- has alarmed Arab countries, which want to see a resolution that preserves Yemen's territorial integrity, the United States has yet to take a clear position.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke to his Emirati and Saudi counterparts last week about Yemen, the State Department said. But Washington has not publicized a position .
Massad Boulos, senior adviser for Arab and African affairs in the Trump administration, met Rashad al-Alimi, the Saudi-backed president of Yemen's internationally recognized government, as well as with a slew of Saudi officials, on Tuesday. Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud also landed Wednesday in Washington to meet with Rubio, the ministry said in a post on X.
Despite the flurry of diplomacy, Yemen observers were concerned the conflict had entered a new phase. "What really worries me right now is we've crossed a threshold and now [the STC] has become an insurgency," Omeisy said.
Heba Farouk Mahfouz and Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut and Loveday Morris in Berlin contributed to this report.
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National Security
U.S. seizes two tankers as Venezuelan oil blockade intensifies
A Russian-flagged vessel was boarded in the North Atlantic. Another ship was apprehended near the Caribbean.

The tanker Marinera, seen here in March 2025. (Hakon Rimmereid/Reuters)


By Tara  Copp, Meg Kelly, Joyce Lee | 2026-01-07
In separate military operations Wednesday, U.S. forces seized a Russian-flagged tanker after a weeks-long pursuit across the Atlantic Ocean and apprehended a second vessel near the Caribbean Sea, marking the latest enforcement of President Donald Trump's blockade of Venezuelan oil exports.
The Russian-flagged tanker Marinera was boarded by U.S. forces in the North Atlantic, officials said, after evading the blockade in mid-December. The seizure, near Iceland, was condemned by Moscow, which said, "No state has the right to use force against ships properly registered in the jurisdictions of other states."
U.S. military officials said the second vessel, named the Sophia, was "conducting illicit activities" at the time it was boarded in international waters, though they did not provide specifics. The U.S. Coast Guard, which had the lead in both operations Wednesday, was escorting the ship to the United States for "final disposition," officials said.
Both ships were seized as the Trump administration has asserted that the U.S. now controls Venezuela's oil supply, and will determine who stands to benefit from its sale, following the capture of President Nicolas Maduro over the weekend. The operation has emboldened Trump, who over the last few days has suggested similar military operations may follow to achieve desired changes in Cuba, Colombia and Mexico, and possibly a U.S. takeover of Greenland.
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, in announcing the ship seizures, portrayed both actions as necessary to "disrupt the funding of narco terrorism." Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said on social media that the illegal transport of Venezuelan oil is tantamount to "stealing from the Venezuelan people" and suggested the seizures would continue against any exports not approved by the United States.
It's also about potentially vast sums of money. For now, any financial gains realized by U.S. control of the effort to rebuild Venezuela's oil industry -- bolstered by a significant presence of warships· in the Caribbean and an aggressive interagency effort to seize vessels that seek to skirt the U.S. blockade -- will be "for the benefit of the American people and the Venezuelan people at the discretion of the United States government," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said Wednesday.
"President Trump, at least in terms of oil distribution, he is running Venezuela," said Mark Montgomery, a retired Navy rear admiral who is a senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies.
In mid-December, Trump ordered a "total and complete blockade" of all oil tankers under U.S. sanctions from entering or leaving Venezuela, in what was seen as further escalation to get Maduro to vacate his office. Maduro is now in U.S. custody and facing charges in a federal court in New York, and Trump has pledged to keep the blockade in place to put further pressure on Venezuela's interim government.
To carry out the blockade, the U.S. Coast Guard in conjunction with the military has been intercepting commercial vessels it says are part of a "dark fleet" of ships that carry Venezuelan oil for export using false paperwork in an attempt to skirt U.S. sanctions on those sales.
In December, the Coast Guard seized the Guyana-flagged vessel Skipper and escorted it into the Gulf of Mexico. The tanker is currently near the Port of Galveston, according to ship tracking data. The Justice Department has alleged it was part of a network supporting Iranian-backed terrorist activity.
The Trump administration has faced questions about the legality of the ship seizures and whether they could provoke intervention from Russia or other countries.
In a statement to state media Wednesday, the Russian foreign ministry urged Washington to ensure the "humane and dignified treatment" of Russian crew aboard the ship.
"The U.S. should not hinder the prompt return of Russians from the ship," the statement said.
"The U.S. lacks clear legal authority to board a vessel if, in fact, it is clearly Russian-flagged and there is no question about its status," Mark Nevitt, an associate professor at Emory University and expert in the law of the sea, wrote in an email, "But the U.S. may be claiming that the vessel is operating under multiple flags, which would provide legal authority to board under the law of the sea."
The ship had been sailing under a false flag, claiming to be from Guyana, according to Equasis, a global shipping database. It switched to a Russian flag around New Year's Day, nearly two weeks after U.S. forces started pursuing it. The vessel also changed its name from Bella 1 to the Marinera.
Satellite imagery from mid-December reviewed by TankerTrackers.com, an independent oil tracking firm, suggests the vessel was not carrying oil because of how high it was above sea level.
The Bella 1 is one of at least five tankers involved in the Venezuelan oil trade that have changed to the Russian flag since U.S. forces seized the Skipper on Dec. 10, according to a Washington Post examination of data provided by TankerTrackers.com.
A legitimate flag change typically takes several weeks, involving testing, inspections and certification of tracking equipment with the new flag, maritime experts told The Post. The rapid timing of the Bella's flag change suggests that the standard checks had not occurred, they said.
"I believe there was an expectation that the U.S. would not board a Russia-flagged vessel," said Gonzalo Saiz, a research fellow covering sanctions at the Royal United Services Institute. The seizure sends a message to the international community that the U.S. is willing to board any vessel, regardless of the flag, he added.
John Hudson in Washington and Francesca Ebel in London contributed to this report.
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Media
House votes to subpoena journalist for naming alleged Delta Force commander
A lawmaker accused Seth Harp of "leaking classified intel" after he posted a photograph of a person he identified as the head of the elite unit responsible for the Venezuela operation. 

Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida) on Capitol Hill in April. She accused Seth Harp of "doxing" the alleged Delta Force commander and "leaking classified information." (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


By Scott Nover, Kadia  Goba | 2026-01-08
A House Oversight Committee vote to subpoena journalist Seth Harp over his reporting on the U.S. military operation in Venezuela has raised concerns among press freedom watchers, who say the action disregards First Amendment guarantees.
On Sunday, the day after the capture of President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Harp shared on X a photograph and biography of a military officer he identified as the commander of the Army's elite Delta Force unit, which played a central role in the Caracas operation. Harp later wrote on X that the social media site locked his account until he deleted the post.
Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida), a member of the Oversight Committee, accused Harp of "doxing" the alleged Delta Force commander and "leaking classified information." In a voice vote Wednesday, the committee adopted her motion to subpoena the journalist. Luna called for a criminal investigation into Harp's reporting and said the subpoena would hold him "accountable for his actions."
"Putting a service member and their family in danger is dishonorable and feckless," Luna wrote on X after the vote, which drew support from both Republicans and Democrats on the committee.
"The First Amendment does not give anyone a license to expose elite military personnel, compromise operations, or assist our adversaries under the guise of reporting," she said in a statement Thursday to The Washington Post. "Congress has a constitutional duty to investigate when national security is endangered, and no one is above oversight."
The subpoena had not been issued as of Thursday, according to a spokeswoman for Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the committee. Luna said Harp had been referred to the Justice Department, which didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.
Rep. Robert Garcia of California, the committee's top Democrat, told colleagues in the hearing that he supported Luna's motion after adding an amendment to also subpoena two co-executors of Jeffrey Epstein's estate, Darren Indyke and Richard Kahn. Garcia's office did not respond to a request for comment.
Harp, a Rolling Stone contributor and author of the book "The Fort Bragg Cartel," which is being developed into an HBO series, denied that he disclosed any nonpublic information.
"The idea of a reporter 'leaking classified intel' is a contradiction in terms," Harp said in a statement to The Post on Thursday. "The First Amendment and ironclad Supreme Court precedent permit journalists to publish classified documents. We don't work for the government and it's our job to expose secrets, not protect them for the convenience of high-ranking officials."
"It's not "doxing' to point out which high-ranking military officials are involved in breaking news events," added Harp, who served in Iraq as a U.S. Army Reserve member and was an assistant attorney general in Texas. "That's information that the public has a right to know."
The identities of Special Operations forces, including Delta Force, are heavily safeguarded and, in many cases, classified by the military, said a person familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive details. A spokesman for the Defense Department declined to comment.
Press freedom advocates and experts were quick to defend Harp, saying that his reporting -- even of potentially classified information -- is probably protected by the First Amendment.
"Reporters have a constitutional right to publish even classified leaks as long as they don't commit any crimes to obtain them, but Harp merely published information that was publicly available about someone at the center of the world's biggest news story," said Seth Stern, advocacy director at the Freedom of the Press Foundation.
Clay Calvert, a legal scholar and nonresident senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, said the committee's vote is an example of the Trump administration and its allies in Congress trying to "control the narrative when it comes to the military and military actions." He pointed to the recent press restrictions at the Pentagon, which led to a mass walkout of military and defense reporters, including from The Post, who chose to turn in their credentials rather than agree to the new policy.
Taxpayers funding the military "have a right to know who's running the show in Venezuela and who's really in charge," Calvert said.
Gabe Rottman, vice president of policy for the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, said congressional subpoenas of journalists are extremely rare and are often walked back. In 2021, the Reporters Committee urged the House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol to drop a subpoena for phone records from photojournalist Amy Harris. It was left unissued when the committee wound down in 2022.
In 1992, a special Senate counsel investigating leaks around Anita Hill's sexual harassment allegations against Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas sought to subpoena phone records of NPR's Nina Totenberg and Newsday's Timothy Phelps, but that request was rejected by Senate Rules Committee leaders.
"Anytime that Congress tries to get in the business of inquiring into or interfering in constitutionally protected newsgathering, it's a problem," Rottman said.
Tara Copp and Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Business
Trump administration jails migrant teens in facility known for child abuse
Pennsylvania recently revoked a license for the secure juvenile detention center where the administration sends some migrant children, even some with no pending criminal charges.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; Douglas MacMillan/The Washington Post; Pennsylvania Department of Human Services; iStock)


By Douglas MacMillan | 2026-01-08

(Washington Post illustration; Douglas MacMillan/The Washington Post; Pennsylvania Department of Human Services; iStock)


MORGANTOWN, Pa. -- The Trump administration says it is focused on protecting unaccompanied migrant children. It imposed strict new background checks on those seeking custody of young migrants and cut ties with a chain of youth shelters accused of subjecting children in its care to pervasive sexual abuse.
"This administration is working fearlessly to end the tragedy of human trafficking and other abuses of unaccompanied alien children who enter the country illegally," said Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who oversees the Office of Refugee Resettlement, or ORR, which cares for unaccompanied migrant children.
But for the past three months, that office has also locked some teenage migrant boys inside a secure juvenile prison in southeast Pennsylvania with a long and publicly documented history of staff physically and sexually abusing juvenile offenders in its care, a Washington Post investigation has found.
ORR awarded $9 million to Abraxas Alliance in August to hold up to 30 young immigrants deemed a danger to themselves or others in its facility in Morgantown. At various times since early October, between five and eight teenage migrant boys have been held inside a dedicated wing of the juvenile detention center, sleeping inside locked cells the size of walk-in closets, according to lawyers who met with them.
State inspectors have documented at least 15 incidents since 2013 in which they said staff physically mistreated minors at the Morgantown facility, which holds principally juveniles facing or convicted of criminal offenses. In at least two incidents, officials documented allegations of staff sexually harassing or sexually abusing young residents. The most recent reported abuse occurred in November.
In a lawsuit filed in 2024, six former residents of the facility allege they were sexually abused by staff between 2007 and 2016, accusing management of enabling a "culture of abuse."
A spokesperson for Abraxas Alliance, the Pittsburgh nonprofit that operates the facility, did not respond to a long list of questions about its treatment of children. After some of the incidents cited by inspectors, Abraxas suspended or fired staff members and submitted correction plans to state regulators, promising to retrain workers on proper restraining techniques and install more surveillance cameras.
ORR has wide latitude over the types of facilities it uses to house children, though federal rules require it to use "the least restrictive setting that is in the best interests of the child." The rules say ORR may place minors in secure facilities if they have been charged with a crime, or if the agency determines they could harm themselves or others.
HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said decisions on where to place migrant children "are based on each child's specific circumstances, behavior-based risk assessments, and legal criteria." All the teens at the Morgantown facility were provided a notice with "specific details as to why they are placed there," he added.

"ORR is sending children to a juvenile detention center who should not be there," said Becky Wolozin, a senior attorney at the National Center for Youth Law. (Douglas MacMillan/The Washington Post)


Some of the migrant boys have no pending criminal charges, and several have parents or close relatives in the country asking to be reunited with them, said Becky Wolozin, a senior attorney at the National Center for Youth Law who visited the facility and spoke to some of the boys in November.
The Post was unable to identify any of the boys or verify Wolozin's claims about their circumstances, because neither their immigration lawyers nor government officials would share details about their cases because of strict rules protecting the records of minors.
In November, Pennsylvania revoked one of the three licenses held by different units within the Morgantown facility, Abraxas Academy. The state accused Abraxas of "gross incompetence, negligence, and misconduct" after a Nov. 4 incident involving staff violence against a child, state records show. According to those documents, a staff member put his hand on the child's neck and shoved his face into a table, an incident the facility's operator did not report to local authorities.
Ali Fogarty, a spokeswoman for Pennsylvania's Department of Human Services, said state law prevented her from commenting on the incident, including whether the child was a migrant placed by ORR or another juvenile held in the facility. The state increased its monitoring of the facility and reduced its maximum capacity under one license by 25 residents while the company appeals the revocation. Its two other licenses were unaffected, and it is still permitted to hold more than 100 individuals, Fogarty said.
Nixon, the HHS spokesman, said ORR "will make any necessary adjustments to its use of the facility based on the outcome of the state's licensing process" and its own review of the incident, adding that "ORR has zero tolerance for sexual abuse and harassment of children in our care."
The problems at the nation's only secure jail for migrant youths are unfolding as the Trump administration pushes measures it says are aimed at safeguarding the 2,300 unaccompanied migrant children in its custody, as well as those it releases to sponsors within the country.
In March, ORR ended its use of shelters operated by Southwest Keys -- a Texas nonprofit that the Justice Department sued in 2024, alleging its workers repeatedly sexually abused children from 2015 to at least 2023. The company said in a 2024 statement that the lawsuit did not "present the accurate picture of the care and commitment our employees provide to the youth and children." The department dropped the lawsuit last year.
Around the same time, ORR also began requiring people to provide income documents and submit to DNA testing, fingerprinting and interviews before regaining custody of young migrants, including their own children, which agency officials say will help ensure they are not being claimed by traffickers.
The Trump administration says President Joe Biden had released tens of thousands of migrant children to sponsors with little or no vetting, including to some adults with a history of violent crimes. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement says it's enlisting the help of local law enforcement agencies to locate the children and verify their safety.
Jen Smyers, a former deputy director of ORR under Biden, said this population has faced abuse for decades, across several administrations. She said stricter vetting cannot always prevent mistreatment.
Partly as a result of the Trump administration's new vetting procedures, the average child remains in ORR custody about six months -- nearly three times as long as they did at the beginning of 2025, government data shows.
By jailing migrant children in a secure detention center, especially one with a recent history of abuse, the administration is exposing these young people to some of the same risks it says it wants to eliminate, said Jonathan White, a former career HHS official who managed the unaccompanied children program during part of Trump's first term.
Under any previous administration, a track record of physical or sexual abuse would be "instantly disqualifying" for federal contracts involving the care of minors, White said. "This is the kind of thing under Republican and Democratic administrations you terminate existing grants for -- you don't give new grants to places like that."
Abraxas Academy, part of a chain of 10 youth detention and treatment centers, holds dozens of teenage boys from surrounding areas, many of whom are serving sentences for violent crimes or awaiting court hearings. Rob Monzon, a former director of the Morgantown facility, calls it "the most extreme setting in juvenile detention." Its young inmates, some who claim to be from gangs, frequently lash out at one another, vandalize the building and attack staff members, he said.
State inspection records show that staff members have at times responded with violence.
One staff member "picked up [a child] by the shirt and threw the child to the ground, holding the child down with a knee, and banging the child into the wall," a 2013 report on the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services website said. Another threw punches at a different minor, other reports said, and yet another bit a child in the abdomen. The reports noted that one staff member "frequently escalates situations" by applying restraint holds that are "known to cause pain to the child."

"A lot of the staff were just scared," said Shamon Tooles, who worked as a supervisor at Abraxas Academy for eight months in 2023. He said he does not condone any mistreatment of children. (Douglas MacMillan/The Washington Post)


Workers have been trained to defend themselves by placing inmates in restrictive holds, waiting for them to calm down and calling for help from other employees, according to Shamon Tooles, who worked as a supervisor at Abraxas Academy for eight months in 2023. But because of a lack of training, supervision and frequent short-staffing, he said, some workers resorted to fighting back.
"A lot of the staff were just scared," said Tooles, adding that he does not condone any mistreatment of children.
In December 2016, state inspectors said they found "a preponderance of evidence" that a staff member sexually harassed a child at the Morgantown facility. The staff member, who was not identified, was put on leave and subsequently resigned.
One of the former detainees who is suing Abraxas Alliance claimed a staff member took away his food or gym privileges or locked him in his room if he did not comply with sexual requests.
In court records, attorneys for Abraxas Alliance denied any wrongdoing and said they would need the names of all the abusers to confirm details of the alleged abuse. The lawsuit, which covers allegations lodged by 40 former residents from five Abraxas facilities, is still active. No trial date has been set.
Nixon, the HHS spokesman, said Abraxas Academy was the only state-licensed facility that submitted a bid on the ORR contract that "operated a secure care facility for youth between the ages of 13 to 17." He said the contract is part of an effort to "restore" the government's capacity to hold "children whose needs cannot be safely supported" in less restrictive settings.
Abraxas Academy sits at the end of a three-mile road, deep in the farmlands of Amish country. It's so remote that when nine boys escaped through a hole in the barbed wire fence in 2023, they were quickly discovered a few miles away, lost and shivering in the rain, ready to go back, according to Paul Stolz, the police chief of nearby Caernarvon Township.

The Abraxas Academy seen from satellite in November 2024. (Vantor)


When Wolozin visited Nov. 5, she said that the walls smelled like fresh paint and that workers were still renovating the floors of the wing designated for immigrant boys, separate from the teens serving criminal sentences. At that time, there were eight migrant boys; at least two have since been transferred to less restrictive facilities, and another was moved to an adult detention center upon turning 18, according to their attorneys. At least two new detainees arrived in December.
Wolozin's group advocates for children in the foster care, juvenile detention and immigration detention systems and has special permission to meet with them per the terms of a landmark 1997 legal agreement. She has personally supported Democratic politicians and causes.
According to Wolozin, the conditions for migrant boys at Abraxas Academy mirror those of children serving criminal sentences. The boys are woken from their cells and counted every morning. Their use of a "family room," with TVs, board games and bean bag chairs, is restricted to certain times, as is their access to an outdoor recreation area with farm animals and an indoor gym. Some have told lawyers and advocates that they have been limited to two 15-minute phone calls to family members per week. Federal rules require at least three calls per week.
Wolozin, who interviewed five of the migrant boys but has not reviewed their files, said one appeared to have severe cognitive disabilities. Another had completed his sentence for a criminal charge and was set to be released to his family but was instead transferred to ORR custody. Others had never been in jail before.
"What became very apparent to me is that ORR is sending children to a juvenile detention center who should not be there," she said.
The vast majority of the migrant children in government custody live in shelters where they move freely around a campus. But the government can place children in more restrictive settings if they are deemed a risk-- a broad authority that former child welfare officials say ORR has misused.
In 2018, ORR found it had "inappropriately placed" 18 of the 32 minors who were in secure facilities at the time, according to the court deposition of a former agency official. One child, the official said, had been placed in a jail because they were an "annoyance" and not an actual danger.
ORR had moved away from juvenile detention centers since 2023, after the government settled lawsuits that claimed children in these facilities were subjected to inhumane punishments or illegally locked up based on being mislabeled gang members. As part of the settlements, ORR agreed to implement new rules providing stronger legal protections for migrant children in custody.
Now, the administration is expanding the practice of secure detention once more. Along with the 30 beds for migrant teens at Abraxas Academy, ORR is exploring a second secure facility that would hold up to 30 additional migrant children in Texas, government procurement records show.
Advocates for migrant youths say these jails are unnecessary and harmful -- as evident from the government's tumultuous history with ORR detention centers before the Abraxas contract.
Young people detained at Virginia's Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center said in 2018 court declarations that they had been locked in small rooms for most of the day. Some said they were beaten by guards. If they acted out, some said, they were put in a restraint chair, with straps around the head, elbows, legs and feet, and wheeled into a room where they were left to sit alone for hours with their head covered in a white mesh hood so they couldn't spit on the guards.
"This is embarrassing, but on one occasion, I had to pee, and they wouldn't let me, so I just went on myself," a child identified as "R.B." said in a court filing. "I know one or two other kids this happened to as well; they peed on themselves while they were in the chair."
Shenandoah's operators said their use of the restraint chair was not abuse. ORR policies permit such restrains as a last resort. A federal judge ruled in 2018 that the government had improperly placed minors in secure facilities, including Shenandoah, but did not determine whether its use of restraints constituted abuse.
California's Yolo County Juvenile Detention Center commonly used chemical agents and physical force to control children, the state's attorney general found in 2019. A spokeswoman for Yolo County said in an emailed statement that the facility took measures to reduce its reliance on chemical agents, including staff training on nonviolent crisis intervention.
Community activists pressured city and state officials to stop jailing migrant children there, citing lawsuits and the growing costs of defending against them. One Salvadoran teen alleged in court papers that he was shipped across the country to the facility simply because New York police claimed he was a member of MS13. A federal judge found no unequivocal evidence that the boy was tied to any gang.
By 2023, Shenandoah, Yolo and another juvenile detention center in Alexandria, Virginia, had all opted not to renew their contracts with ORR.
"Nobody wants these contracts," said Holly S. Cooper, co-director of the Immigration Law Clinic at the University of California at Davis, who was involved in the effort to end the Yolo contract. "There was a massive public outcry."
According to Smyers, ORR's No. 2 official at the time, the agency in late 2023 solicited proposals for a new kind of facility where children could have restrictions increased or reduced depending on their behavior. ORR has not awarded this contract, but Nixon said it is still a priority.
The Abraxas chain of youth detention and treatment centers has changed ownership at least twice. At the time of many of the abuse incidents cited in the inspection reports, it was owned by private prison firm Geo Group, which purchased the chain for $385 million in 2010. Geo has said in court records that it is not aware of any sexual abuse.
The company sold parts of the Abraxas business to a nonprofit group run by Jon Swatsburg, the unit's longtime executive, for $10 million in 2021. At the time, Geo was losing federal contracts and being shunned by major banks in response to community activism against its business. Geo still owns the building in Morgantown and leases it out to Abraxas Alliance, securities filings show.
A spokesman for Geo did not respond to requests for comment.
Swatsburg, who has overseen the properties for more than two decades, was paid $752,000 by Abraxas and related entities in 2022, according to the most recent tax filings available. Inperium, an investor in the nonprofit group, announced Swatsburg was departing in 2023, but he continued to list himself as president and chairman of Abraxas in corporate filings in 2024 and 2025. As of last year, Swatsburg was also listed as a vice president of Geo Group.
Last year alone, police responded to at least 34 incidents at the facility, local records show, including inmate fights, at least one attempted escape, a suicidal detainee, an incident that left three police officers with minor injuries and another incident in which a staff member's finger was partly amputated by a door.
Meanwhile, the migrant boys at Abraxis have told advocates that they feel stuck.
"They had plans and family, and lives and school and girlfriends, and things going on that they planned to do," Wolozin said. "Instead, they are in this place."
Aaron Schaffer, Jessica Contrera, Daniel Gilbert and Maria Sacchetti contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Heritage paper on families calls for 'marriage bootcamp,' more babies
The conservative think tank aims to boost U.S. marriage and births through discouraging online dating, restricting pornography and creating tax credits for families.

A banner of President Donald Trump hangs on the western face at the Heritage Foundation building near the U.S. Capitol. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


By Brianna Tucker, Jacob Bogage | 2026-01-08
A conservative think tank tied to the architects of Project 2025 is rolling out a sweeping set of policy proposals aimed at reshaping American families and promoting marriage and childbearing between heterosexual couples, according to a report obtained by The Washington Post.
A report from the Heritage Foundation, titled "Saving America by Saving the Family," urges President Donald Trump and lawmakers "to save and restore the American family" through massive tax credits for families with more children while capping alimony payments, enacting strict work requirements on social benefit programs, discouraging online dating, creating marriage "bootcamp" classes and more.
The report suggests public-private partnerships to honor and provide monetary awards for every decade a couple remains married. It calls for a 16-year-old age limit on social media and certain AI chatbots, and further age restrictions on access to pornography, and it argues that "climate change alarmism" demoralizes young people and dissuades them from having children.
It asks policymakers to "commit to protecting life from fertilization" and states, "In the U.S., technologies such as fertilization and preimplantation genetic testing routinely manipulate or destroy human embryos." Trump during his 2024 campaign pledged to require insurers to cover IVF treatment, declaring he would be "the fertilization president," but his administration instead has announced plans to lower the cost of that care.
Heritage's full plan, which builds on an executive summary obtained by The Post in September, represents a sharp pivot for the organization away from its tradition of promoting small government and free-market conservatism toward an ideology that embraces government intervention in affairs as private as procreation.
"We surveyed domestic experts, digested the literature, and travelled to multiple countries to learn everything we could about what is holding the industrialized world back," Roger Severino, Heritage's vice president of economic and domestic policy and one of the report's lead authors, wrote in response to written questions from The Post. "And it always came back to having healthy families, which depends on stable, fruitful marriage."
The national demographic outlook does present a troubling future for the country's economy, fiscal well-being and core social safety net programs. The size of the U.S. population is set to stagnate by 2056, then begin a gradual decline, according to projections Wednesday from the Congressional Budget Office, lawmakers' nonpartisan bookkeeper. Without immigration, the population would begin to shrink in 2030, with deaths outnumbering births.
In its paper, though, Heritage casts the declining birth rate as a larger problem for the country that points to a more existential loss of national character, what the group calls "a profound cultural malaise in which a growing share of adults feel that they should not or cannot, and therefore do not, form families."
"This is not just a harbinger of budget crunches for government entitlements," the report states. "It is a mark of a culture that has lost hope for the future."
Some of the paper's conclusions drew criticisms from across the ideological spectrum.
Joel Griffith, a senior fellow at the conservative think tank Advancing American Freedom, who reviewed a draft of the paper at The Post's request, said the report misstates the causes of falling birth rates and provides little evidence that Heritage's proposed incentives -- both cultural and financial -- to jolt family formation would truly lead to more children.
"We have this new program that has misdiagnosed the causes of declining marriage rates and fertility rates in the United States and then proposes massive new spending and an expansion of middle- and upper-middle-class entitlements to rectify the problem," said Griffith, who was a research fellow at the Heritage Foundation from 2018 to 2024.
Severino said the paper was "consistent with Heritage's long standing principles" with recommendations to reduce the size and scope of government and that the "innovative solutions" in the report would "take the government off the sidelines" and "recognize the unique benefits that working families are providing to our nation."
Numerous ideas in the report appear to clash with constitutional protections around free speech or Supreme Court precedents on a right to privacy. Others test boundaries between federal and state power.
"This report casts no moral judgments on individuals," the draft states. "Rather, it seeks to dispassionately analyze a multifaceted problem that affects all Americans -- a problem that society can no longer avoid. For the country's population to replace itself and flourish across generations, a great many citizens must choose to marry and, as a matter of mathematics, couples must on average have at least two children."
Many of the recommendations align with the growing "pronatalist" movement among conservatives concerned with falling U.S. birth rates.
Supporters say they want to create more family-friendly policies broadly and produce more children to avert societal collapse. But critics say the movement reflects an overreach that seeks to restrict reproductive freedom and the autonomy of women, reinforcing traditional gender roles and dismissing the economic challenges and social realities associated with childbearing.
"The federal government generally doesn't control family law, and so to the extent the idea is we're going to use the federal government to 'restore the American family'? That's a very bold claim," said Joanna Grossman, a law professor at Southern Methodist University's Dedman School of Law.
Heritage has been wrapped in controversy for months after the organization's president, Kevin Roberts, defended former Fox News host Tucker Carlson's interview with Nick Fuentes, a white supremacist who routinely espouses antisemitic views.
Roberts has explained that he was trying to appeal to Fuentes's followers, who might be open to adopting Heritage's worldview. After several apologies, he said the foundation would cut ties with Carlson, though he said the podcaster remains a personal friend.
Numerous members of Heritage's board of trustees have resigned since Carlson's October interview with Fuentes. In December, more than a dozen Heritage staffers, including three senior executives, bolted from the think tank over allegations of antisemitism among its top leadership and mismanagement.
Some of the proposals in the family report are part of the upheaval that's shaken Heritage, an august institution with offices on both sides of the U.S. Capitol. Policy experts clashed over ideas that some staffers felt eschewed traditional conservatism or ventured so far into new territory that they made others uncomfortable, according to three people familiar with the paper. The people spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of retaliation.
Heritage executives have cautioned employees against communicating with journalists and have said that leakers will be disciplined, according to recordings of internal meetings obtained by The Post.
The document calls for a new tax break to incentivize larger families, pitching a credit worth more than $4,000 for married joint filers with children and widowed parents as long as they meet work requirements. The credit would increase by 25 percent for a "large family bonus" for parents with at least three children. The credit would grow by another $2,000 for each eligible child younger than 5 years old to encourage a parent to stay home and to provide child care.
Heritage also suggests creating government-seeded savings accounts -- similar to the "Trump accounts" in the GOP's new tax and immigration law -- for newborns that could not be redeemed until the beneficiary marries or turns 30. Withdrawals from the accounts after age 30 and outside marriage would be taxed.
Together, the proposals would add roughly $280 billion to the national debt over a decade-long period, the report states. Trump and Republicans' One Big Beautiful Bill added more than $830 billion in new spending to increase the size of the child tax credit and establish newborn savings accounts.
The Heritage report also encourages local governments to institute a "uniform day of rest" to limit commercial activity to "set aside time for religious observance, family gatherings, outdoors activities, and rest." It laments that young people increasingly emphasize personal and professional achievement before starting a family.
The Department of Health and Human Services could offer couples "marriage bootcamp" sessions that include training on parenting skills and conflict management.
"In sum, government policies should encourage and protect the formation of families, not mere fertility," the paper states. "The country should not seek a mere boost in the number of children born or in the monetary support that parents receive. Yes, the country needs more children. But it matters how and to whom children are born. Society depends on men and women who want to form families, that is, who freely want to marry, and then freely bear and nurture children."
A previous draft obtained by The Post, dated in October, also included an appendix of ideas that Heritage did not endorse but said were offered "in the spirit of furthering debate and innovative thinking on family policy."
The appendix was not included in the final version of the paper. Severino said "it should surprise no one" that some of the items were dropped as Heritage authors "hash[ed] out ideas," and that "not everything makes the final cut."
Some of the excluded ideas included studying "child-proxy voting," where parents could cast an extra half-vote on behalf of each of their children; dramatically increasing the cost of divorce proceedings while making marriage licenses free; legally punishing adultery and "homewrecker[s]"; banning pornography; and making Election Day a half-day or holiday to promote family-based civic activity. Many of the recommendations were directed at both federal and local officials.
The appendix also floated "15-minute communities," or developments that cluster schools, parks and employment centers in walkable or short driving distances. The idea has historically drawn support from Democrats in favor of stricter zoning regulations. And it considered prohibiting home sellers from off-loading starter homes until they've received a legitimate offer from a married couple with children, and encouraging states to buy down mortgage rates for first-time married home buyers with children.
Trump posted on social media Wednesday that he would ask Congress to ban large institutional investors from purchasing single-family homes.
Some of Heritage's ideas, including those that ended up in the final paper, seek to reform "divorce culture" and pointed to states with no-fault divorce laws as a factor that "likely dissuades many people from getting married in the first place." The draft also floated local government and civic recognitions for long-married couples.
"What they're really getting at," Grossman said, "is they want to change the way people think and behave."
Read a full version of the paper here.
Isaac Arnsdorf contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
On Wall Street, investors ignore Trump's talk of war
President Donald Trump's rejection of the postwar global system has sparked concerns about the future of international relations and the U.S. economy.

Trader William Lawrence works Wednesday on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. (Richard Drew/AP)


By David J. Lynch | 2026-01-08
The U.S. attack on Venezuela and President Donald Trump's public musings about military strikes against other nations may yet rattle the global economy, but Wall Street is taking the president's bellicose behavior in stride.
Investors drove stock prices to a new all-time high on Tuesday even as a crisis atmosphere billowed around the president's demands that the United States take control of Greenland·, an island that belongs to Denmark, a U.S. ally.
The extraordinary episode, which European officials say threatens to destroy the NATO alliance -- along with Trump's public consideration this week of further U.S. military action in Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Iran -- marked his sharpest break yet with the global system that helped make the U.S. wealthy. In its place, an unsettling era of might-makes-right is dawning.
"It is quite remarkable that financial markets seem to be brushing off the breakdown of the rules-based order and the geopolitical risks that come with it. We're really in completely uncharted waters," said Eswar Prasad, author of "The Doom Loop: Why the World Economic Order Is Spiraling Into Disorder."
In the days after the Saturday U.S. raid that captured Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, the S&P 500 index rose, the yield on the 10-year Treasury treaded water, and oil prices barely budged. Even as the president and his team publicly debated future military targets, Wall Street's so-called "fear index," the VIX, showed little sign of stress.
The subdued market response reflected the limits of the past week's action and the difficulty investors face in pricing unpredictable contingencies such as a potential U.S. military strike on drug labs in Mexico or Colombia.
After a quarter-century of socialist rule, Venezuela's output equals 0.1 percent of the global economy and its oil wells produce just 1 percent of global supply, according to Capital Economics in London.
Investor enthusiasm for U.S. stocks remains intact, with belief in the promise of artificial intelligence overshadowing vague notions of potential global risks. U.S. economic growth also remains steady, offering additional support for asset prices.
"The end of the rules-based global system is a manifestly bad thing. But do I think that's going to meaningfully reduce global GDP growth? No, I do not," said Neil Shearing, chief economist for Capital Economics.
Late Wednesday, the White House announced that Trump has withdrawn the U.S. from 66 international organizations, including more than two dozen U.N. bodies and others dealing with climate change and gender.
The crumbling of the U.S.-led global system began before Trump's presidency, said Ian Bremmer, president of Eurasia Group. Under multiple presidents, the U.S. complained about the cost of collective security and lost interest in "free trade." China joined the global economy but insisted on preserving its authoritarian political system and nonmarket economic practices. Russia remained a largely unhappy outsider.
The financial ramifications of these developments will take time to materialize.
"Geopolitics moves in cycles, but they're long cycles," said Bremmer. "These are tectonic shifts. They aren't short-term equity movements."
Trump's global aggressiveness threatens the system of rules and institutions that American policymakers helped construct at the end of World War II, aiming to prevent a repeat of global depression and war. The charter of the United Nations, created under U.S. auspices in 1945, for example, prohibits "the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state."
Where the architects of the postwar world sought to constrain the powerful and protect the weak, Trump enthusiastically wields every tool of statecraft -- from bombs and missiles to tariffs and sanctions -- with little regard for traditional restraints.
This week's market calm provides a striking contrast to the changes that roiled the international landscape as the U.S. president proclaimed a muscular new "Donroe Doctrine," a play on the 19th-century Monroe Doctrine, which governed U.S. policy toward its neighbors.
At the United Nations, U.S. allies and adversaries alike said the attack on Caracas violated the U.N. Charter and international law, criticism that administration officials dismissed as empty verbiage.
"We live in a world, in the real world, that is governed by strength, that is governed by force, that is governed by power," Stephen Miller, White House deputy chief of staff, told CNN. "These are the iron laws of the world that have existed since the beginning of time."
The White House insists the president has not made a final break with the traditional global system. Greenland and the U.S. remain bound by the NATO treaty, while administration officials have characterized the attack in Venezuela and those threatened against Colombia and Mexico as acts of self-defense against drug-trafficking nations that are undermining U.S. prosperity by killing or disabling untold numbers of Americans.
"The rules-based international order was always predicated on countries maintaining mutual respect for each other and the right to uphold their national security. Narco-terrorist regimes who flood American communities with illicit drugs and criminal illegal aliens clearly show no respect for the laws and citizens of the United States," said Kush Desai, a White House spokesman.
To be sure, U.S. foreign policy has often been interventionist, including during military occupations of Nicaragua, Haiti and the Dominican Republic in the early 20th century. The Reagan administration went to war in Grenada in 1983; six years later, President George H.W. Bush sent troops into Panama. Elsewhere, the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq sparked global protests.
Such actions, however, often were accompanied by soaring rhetoric about democratic values, language that was absent from Trump's public comments about the Venezuela operation or potential moves against other nations.
"The U.S. could have framed this as 'freedom' versus 'authoritarianism,'" said Shearing. "The fact that they didn't was striking."
Indeed, Trump's foreign engagements are laser-focused on short-term U.S. goals without regard to their potential long-term consequences, analysts said. With the traditional system governing global relations breaking down, there is a growing risk of "fragmentation of the rules of the game," according to Prasad, a former International Monetary Fund official and now an economics professor at Cornell University.
Trump's unpredictable global forays distinguish this period from what has come before. For nearly three decades following the end of the Cold War, U.S. policymakers promoted increased global economic integration during a period known as "hyper-globalization." Companies were able to divide their operations across multiple countries, confident that a period of relative global stability would endure.
Russia's unprovoked 2022 invasion of Ukraine marked a clear end to that period. Now, the United States -- once the principal arbiter of international norms and behavior -- has emerged as another engine of instability. Global corporations must consider the risk of unexpected U.S. actions that complicate their supply chains and financial linkages.
"They have to build in significantly more geopolitical risk to every business and investment decision that they make. This just makes them more conservative. Is the world going to come to a screeching halt? No. But with all this uncertainty about the international rules, we'll have less growth and innovation than we otherwise would have," said Michael Smart, who worked on international economic issues for President George W. Bush and is now managing director at Rock Creek Global Advisors in Washington.
Trump's rejection of the postwar system has only deepened since his first term, when he challenged the World Trade Organization's quasi-judicial system for settling disputes and scorned negotiations involving 100-plus nations in favor of one-on-one bargaining where the world's largest economy enjoyed greater leverage.
Since returning to the White House, he has upended the global trading system by imposing the highest tariffs since the 1930s and withdrawn the U.S. from multilateral gatherings such as the Group of 20 leaders summit and the annual U.S. climate change conference.
The president seems determined to ignore the limits on state action that are an essential part of the rules-based system. But the U.S. grew wealthy over the 80 years those rules have been in place, said Henry Farrell, a political scientist at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.
"This is disastrous in the long term for the U.S. economy," Farrell said. "The result is that the United States is going to be a weaker, poorer and meaner country than it has been in the past."
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Economy
More workers are stuck in part-time jobs in warning for the economy
More Americans are stuck in part-time positions or having to patch together multiple jobs to make ends meet, employment data shows.

A man loads packages for delivery in Bemidji, Minnesota, in 2023. (Dan Koeck/For The Washington Post)


By Abha Bhattarai | 2026-01-08
In a slowing labor market, even people with jobs are increasingly making do with less-than-ideal arrangements. They're stuck in part-time positions or patching together multiple jobs to make ends meet, employment data shows.
The number of part-time workers who say they would prefer full-time positions jumped sharply in November to an eight-year high.
Meanwhile, those with multiple jobs -- 5.7 percent of the workforce -- is at its highest level in more than 25 years, according to monthly figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In all, a record 9.3 million Americans worked more than one job in November, a 10 percent increase from a year earlier.
The data reflects, at least partially, disruptions from the recent government shutdown, which left hundreds of thousands of Americans furloughed without pay from Oct. 1 to Nov. 12. Many of those workers -- along with contractors, consultants and others who  felt the ripples of the shutdown -- may have picked up side jobs or part-time gigs to make up for lost pay.
But economists also point to a broader shift in Americans' finances and rising concerns about affordability that is driving them to pick up more work. Of particular note: The number of Americans with two full-time jobs jumped by 18 percent in the past year, with women making up the bulk of that increase.
"When people start adding jobs, and certainly a second full-time job, that says something about affordability, and about needing more money to meet household expenditures," said Laura Ullrich, director of economic research at the Indeed Hiring Lab. "In theory, yes, if people 'want' to have multiple jobs, and they're able to find them, that's a good thing. But from a human perspective, the fact that more people are working two full-time jobs is hard to think of as a positive development."
Although federal workers received back pay when the government reopened, that wasn't the case for its network of contractors and consultants.
Joshua Beers, a government contractor in Columbia, Maryland, took a second job delivering food for Uber Eats during the shutdown. Without his usual paychecks -- or any hope of back pay -- he quickly depleted his savings, and fell behind on credit card and loan payments. The $400 a week from his side hustle wasn't much, he said, but it was enough to temporarily cover the basics.
Now, even with his full-time job back, Beers is still making deliveries, late at night and on weekends, to make up for lost income. Plus, he said, he worries about the slowing job market: His wife has been looking for work for more than a year.
"The job market feels really confusing right now," he said. "I don't want to give up anything I can do for additional income on the side."
The U.S. labor market has cooled markedly in the past year, with employers adding just 67,000 jobs in the past three months. (A year ago, by comparison, that number was eight times larger.) The unemployment rate, at 4.6 percent, is at a four-year high. New data Friday is expected to show further slowing in December, as employers held off on hiring.
That's left job-seekers in a tough position. Layoffs are still relatively low in a sign that companies would rather cut expansion plans than get rid of existing workers, making it difficult for newcomers to break in.
To that end, the number of people working part-time because they couldn't find full-time jobs has gradually picked up since 2023. The surge in November -- a 62 percent increase from a year earlier -- was the biggest annual jump on record, going back to 1956.
"There's been cooling in the labor market, but the most worrisome sign on its own is a big increase in the number of people working part-time for economic reasons," said Guy Berger, director of economic research at the Burning Glass Institute. "This is a classic barometer of underemployment, and it tends to go up when the labor market is getting worse."
In Wisconsin, Rachel Fredrickson picked up a part-time job in retail in November, after eight months of unemployment from the manufacturing industry. Even with 14 years of experience in search engine optimization, she said it's been impossible to find a full-time digital marketing position.
Instead, Fredrickson has been working on a sales floor  for up to 20 hours a week. Now, with the holiday rush over, she's bracing for even fewer hours.
"I'm back to having weeks where I don't work at all," said Frederickson, 38. "My husband and I are getting by, but we have virtually no savings left at this point."
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Economic Policy
Trump says he'll ban large investors from buying homes, with few details
Politicians in both parties are trying to respond to voter anger over the price of housing.

(Matt Rourke/AP)


By Rachel Siegel | 2026-01-07
President Donald Trump said Wednesday that he would ban large institutional investors from buying single-family houses, marking a new push in the White House's messages around housing supply and affordability.
Trump said he would call on Congress to "codify" the push, but he added no specifics. On Truth Social, he said that "people live in homes, not corporations," and that he would talk about the issue at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, in a few weeks.
Republican lawmakers were quick to cheer the announcement, with Sen. Bernie Moreno (R-Ohio), who sits on the Senate Banking Committee, writing on X that he would introduce legislation "to codify this into law." Democrats described the idea as something that they had been pushing for years, with Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (New York) writing on X that "Senate Democrats tried to do this last year. Republicans blocked it."
In a statement, Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) said that she had been "advocating for years to limit Wall Street from buying up America's homes" and that Trump had not done anything to bring down housing costs.
"Enough talk -- Trump should start with getting his own party in the House to support a bipartisan bill to bring down housing costs that passed the Senate unanimously," said Warren, the top Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee. "And Congress should work on legislation to stop corporate investors from buying up homes."
Many economists from the right and the left alike say larger investors do not have as expansive a grip on the housing market as politicians might suggest. An August 2025 paper from the conservative American Enterprise Institute found that the market share of institutional investors was less than 1 percent nationwide; fewer than 1 percent of counties had percentages between 5 and 10 percent.
While about 25 percent of homes purchased in the first three months of 2024 were bought by investors, only 1 percent were purchased by institutional investors, or those owning 100 or more properties, the paper said.
And a 2023 paper from the center-left Hamilton Project found that large institutional investors own just over 3 percent of single-family rental stock, though that might be higher in some markets. Larger investors are also more present in the multifamily rental market, such as large apartment complexes, the paper noted.
In a statement, White House spokesman Davis Ingle said to watch Trump speak in Davos, "where he will detail his plans to restore the dream of American home ownership." Ingle did not respond to questions about the proposal, additional details on the policy or what such a ban would do for supply and affordability.
Bill Pulte, who chairs the Federal Housing Finance Agency, did not respond to a request for comment.
Markets reacted quickly to Trump's post, even without specifics. Shares of Blackstone -- an investment firm with a foothold in the rental business -- dipped roughly 9 percent after Trump's post, before regaining some losses.
In an analyst note, Jaret Seiberg, a housing finance expert at TD Cowen, said the announcement reflected "Trump trying to rally the populist wing of the MAGA coalition heading into the midterms given the importance of housing affordability."
"We view this as a short-term housing boost though it will not address the supply shortage," Seiberg wrote.
Institutional investors began entering the single-family rental market in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis. But since then, federal and state-level policymakers have made some effort to limit investors' involvement in the housing market, often driven by Democrats looking to rein in large corporations. But more recently, the rhetoric has come from populist figures.
Jay Parsons, a housing economist and industry expert, said that rental housing is among the most diversified industries in the country and that no singular player has a lion's share of the market. He said that even as a focus on institutional investors bubbles to the political surface, the problem persists that America doesn't have enough homes to go around.
"There's a problem, and people, naturally, want to find someone to blame," he said.
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Food
Cooking chat: I don't own a stand mixer. Can I use my hand mixer instead?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Nichole Bryant for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2026-01-08
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2026/01/08/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Eat Voraciously
Lowcountry-style shrimp and grits is a cheesy, hearty classic
The recipe from South Carolina Gullah Geechee chef Benjamin "BJ" Dennis builds layers of flavor.

Shrimp and Grits. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2026-01-08
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
I recently asked a group of friends to define "stew," and most agreed that a stew should have a long cooking time. Respectfully, I disagree! I think just about any food simmered in a sauce can be a stew as long as it's thicker than a soup and sufficiently hearty. Here, shrimp cook gently and quickly in a thick, bacon-scented base. As they pinken, they give up some of their moisture, turning the resulting mixture convincingly stewlike. That glossy, gorgeous gravy gets spooned over cheesy grits for a fairly classic rendition of this Lowcountry dish.
Get the recipe: Shrimp and Grits
The recipe is from "Padma's All American," television host and author Padma Lakshmi's latest cookbook. It's a collection of recipes with roots around the globe, though many of the dishes come from immigrant communities in the United States. Some of the recipes are Lakshmi's own; some are from chefs or cooks she met while in another city, filming a television show; and some are her own adaptations of dishes she tasted while traveling. As I flipped through a preview copy, I bookmarked nearly every other page. I want to make the fatteh batinjan (roasted eggplant layered with chickpeas, yogurt and pita) for a special occasion. Lakshmi's sambar, or tamarind lentil stew, simmers for just 15 minutes but looks as if it's full of incredible flavor. While shooting in Miami, she learned to make calabaza con mojo, roasted squash in a citrus-garlic sauce, from historian and writer Ana Sofia Pelaez, and I cannot wait to make this as a side for tofu or pork chops, roasted or simply pan-fried.
The recipe for crab fried rice from South Carolina Gullah Geechee chef Benjamin "BJ" Dennis caught my eye, especially because Lakshmi writes that it can be made without the pricey crabmeat. But when I saw that Lakshmi had adapted another recipe from Dennis, one for Shrimp and Grits, I decided to make it immediately.
I rarely cook or eat shrimp, because it can be so difficult to find good-quality options from a trustworthy source. But, a few months ago, when I saw frozen shrimp from the Gulf of Mexico at my fishmonger on sale, I picked some up.
Lakshmi visited Dennis in Charleston while filming "Taste the Nation," she wrote in the headnote to the recipe, and the pair "spent a blazing hot day together cooking ... under the August sun, but what stands out most in my memory is the warm breakfast of shrimp and grits he brought me the morning after. Eating it, I felt so cared for -- and so lucky to have a friend like BJ. Each bite evoked a whole world."

Cooking the grits. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


As I read through the recipe, I saw what Lakshmi was getting at. Dennis's Shrimp and Grits is built upon layers of flavor. A puddle of stone-ground grits, cooked slowly in seasoned broth, then enriched with cheese and cream, is hearty yet simultaneously light and fluffy. The grits cradle the saucy shrimp, which come together quickly while the grits stay warm on the stove. Fry chopped bits of bacon in a skillet until crisp. Use the residual bacon fat to make a pale roux with a bit of flour. Scallions, garlic and red pepper flakes go in next, lending pep, before broth is added to thin the roux out into a gravy. Once that's smooth, the shrimp -- peeled, deveined and tails removed -- are added. They take just a few minutes to cook. The crisped bacon bits, a splash of fresh lemon juice and minced parsley are the finishing touches.
"BJ has spent most of his professional life immersed in Gullah foodways," Lakshmi wrote, noting that his knowledge predates his life in the kitchen. " ... At the side of his grandfather, a laborer who lived off the land in South Carolina, BJ learned how to bank sugarcane and how to dry shrimp and fish on the roof of his home."
Those lessons instilled in him a value system focused on care, family and self-sufficiency. It made me think about how cooking is a form of care and cultural preservation. Wrote Lakshmi: "Re-creating BJ's shrimp and grits from memory, I thought of his grandfather, shrimping in the swampland, and all the ways we transmit our cultures -- and our love for them -- 'just' by feeding our families."
Get the recipe: Shrimp and Grits
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My ex 'brainwashed' our girls to back his lawsuit against me
She chose to forgive her daughters after they supported their dad suing her. Still, the relationships feel "forced."

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-01-08
Dear Sahaj: I am an Indian woman who got divorced three years ago. My daughters are 22 and 28. My ex-husband brought a lawsuit against me in 2025 to cut off my spousal support. We were married for over 30 years. I primarily raised the kids and worked part-time.
As part of the suit, he brainwashed my girls into writing declarations for the court expressing their support for their dad. This was the biggest betrayal and shock of my life. I didn't speak to my kids for four months but decided to forgive them, and things have been better.
Still, it is very clear to me that since the divorce, they do not respect me or appreciate me for all I did for them as a mother. And yes, I was super mom! I go out of my way to be supportive and loving, but it always feels like the relationship is forced and they love me only because they think they "should" love their mom, not for who I am.
How can I improve my relationship with them? I hurt inside all the time and often wish I had never had kids.
-- X Mom
X Mom: Between the divorce, legal battle and lack of support from your daughters, of course you feel betrayed. That's a lot for one person to bear.
We won't know what your daughters have experienced or felt and why they did what they did. They could have been trying to survive emotional pressure or a fear of abandonment. They could believe you didn't do enough. We don't know. But I would encourage you not to fill in the blanks for them. It may be worth asking with curiosity and without judgment. This may sound like: "I realize I've been making assumptions about what the divorce and legal battle after was like for both of you. I'd like to hear it from you, if you're open to sharing."
What do you most wish your daughters understood about you that they don't seem to see right now? What would their "respect" and "appreciating" you actually look like in practice? When those longings remain vague, they often turn into chronic disappointment or self-blame. When they are named clearly, you can begin to decide which parts are reasonable to express and which parts require mourning rather than waiting.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask it here!]
The dynamic with your daughters may feel forced right now because you are overfunctioning. The relationship needs to be rebuilt, and that will require patience and time. When you "go out of your way," you may actually be creating more pressure and obligatory connection rather than genuine intimacy. This means accepting a painful truth: Your daughters may not yet have the emotional distance or perspective to fully see what you carried for them, and that recognition may come much later or not in the way you imagined.
Even if you have chosen to forgive your daughters, forgiveness does not automatically restore closeness or respect. In many South Asian families, motherhood comes with an implicit social contract: If you sacrifice enough, you will be respected and protected. Motherhood is often bound to identity, moral worth and social standing, and divorce breaks these cultural scripts. Healing will look like allowing yourself to mourn the cultural myth you were sold, decoupling your worth from your daughters' recognition, and slowly transitioning from "super mom" to a woman with kids and a life outside them.
When you say "I wish I had never had kids," your grief over what motherhood has cost you is palpable. Work on rebuilding an identity beyond motherhood through relationships where care flows both ways, hobbies and interests outside of family, and support from people who truly see you. Your task now is not to prove that you were a good mother; that's not going to improve your relationships. It is to honor yourself, regardless of what your children think, as a woman whose life, dignity and future matter.
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The Optimist
Why some people are wired to help strangers, and what their brains reveal 
One striking finding is altruistic kidney donors tend to have a larger amygdala, a part of the brain critical to processing emotions. 

(The Washington Post/Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Cristina Quinn | 2026-01-08

(Illustration by Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post; iStock)


Abigail Marsh, a professor of psychology and neuroscience at Georgetown University, studies extraordinary altruism -- people who jump in to rescue strangers in emergencies or donate a kidney to someone they don't know. Marsh spoke with Cristina Quinn, host of The Washington Post's podcast "Try This," about what her work has uncovered, and what brain science reveals about people who habitually engage in selfless acts. The conversation has been edited for length and clarity.
You often trace your research back to a scary incident when you were 19. How did that influence what you study now?
Many years ago, I was driving late at night when a dog ran into the highway. I swerved, my car spun across traffic, and I ended up facing backwards in the fast lane with no way to move. I truly thought I would die.
A stranger -- a man I'd never met -- stopped his car, ran across six lanes of freeway and got into my stalled car to steer me to safety. He checked that I was okay and then disappeared into the night. I don't know his name. I know nothing about him. I don't think I said thank you.
Many details of the evening haunt me. But the biggest one is that I think I would have died if it hadn't been for the actions of this stranger who made a split-second decision to try to save my life.
It's one thing to read about heroism. It's another thing to know that you owe your life to this kind of a decision. And so that really stuck with me.
What is an altruist?
Most people engage in acts of altruism. So we're all altruists, at least some of the time. But altruism is generally defined in psychology as a behavior that helps somebody, and that was the intention of the behavior. Or you helped somebody specifically because you wanted to help them, not for some underlying reason.
The group you've studied most closely is people who donate a kidney to a stranger. What makes them different?
Genuinely altruistic people are very humble and less selfish than other people. And it turns out that humility and being unselfish go hand-in-hand because if you think that you're the most special person around, why would you want to help less-special people? And so truly altruistic people do not think of themselves as special.
And when we bring them to our lab, we find differences in their MRI scans. One of the most striking is that altruistic kidney donors tend to have a larger amygdala, a part of the brain critical to processing emotions, particularly fear in others. They are especially sensitive to others' distress and responding empathically.
In your earlier research, you found the opposite pattern in people with psychopathy?
Yes, we found that the amygdala tends to be smaller in individuals with psychopathic traits. They have difficulty recognizing fear and distress in other people. Most people with psychopathic traits report not feeling fear as often as other people do. And what's interesting about that is that if you don't really feel an emotion, it's very difficult to empathize with it in other people.
So we asked, is altruism the inverse of psychopathy? And it turns out that yes, altruistic kidney donors are more reactive than typical people to the sight of others in distress. And they are relatively better at recognizing other people's fear, as well.
Beyond brain structure, are there personality traits that distinguish extreme altruists? And are there other ways that they've expressed altruism?
I can't tell you how many altruists I've talked to over the years who said their decision to donate their kidney was sort of automatic. The altruists I've worked with said that their decision was very kind of intuitive. And it almost seems like not donating is the choice that needs an explanation. And some of the exact phrases they used were, "It's not about me" or "It felt like a no-brainer."
But they're not supernatural humans. They're not perfect, they're not saints. I've had people, when I've asked questions along these lines, be like, "No, I flipped somebody off in traffic on my way here." [Laughs.]
I would add that the most common thread is that almost every one of them is also a blood donor. I think it's much easier to make the mental transition to donating a kidney if you've already donated blood, plasma and maybe bone marrow.
Are there ways the rest of us ordinary mortals can become more altruistic?
Start with something that seems easy for you and is consistent with your values, whether that's just picking up trash in your neighborhood or giving change to a stranger who asks for it. And for some people that's donating blood, which is relatively easy, but it's amazing how few people do it regularly. And make it fun! I think there's a mental rule of thumb where people think the more unpleasant something is, the more virtuous it must be. And that's not always true. Doing exercise that you find joyful is just as beneficial as exercise you hate.
Find something that feels like a good fit and is gratifying. If you enjoy spending time with other people, help in ways that are extroversion-friendly, like volunteering at a soup kitchen. If you're somebody who really cares about aesthetic beauty, do community cleanups and make the landscape around you more beautiful in a way that will benefit everybody. If you love animals, volunteer at an animal shelter.
You also have tips for making sure you commit to the plan. Many of us have great intentions and then sometimes don't follow through.
There's strong science around "implementation intentions," which are detailed plans tied to when, where and how an action will happen. So when this Friday rolls around, I am going to hop onto the local bus that comes at 3:35. Then I'm going to go to that kitchen, I'll stay for two hours, and then I'll go get myself a special dinner as a treat or something. And the more precisely you plan out the details, the more likely you will follow through.
What about people who have very limited time or money?
Well, you've always got a kidney. [Laughs.] There are small acts that benefit other people and have ripple effects on the social fabric.
For example, putting your phone away while you're out for a walk allows you to be fully engaged in the world around you. If somebody's lost, you can help give them directions. You can just smile, maybe compliment a passerby. I mean, those are all little things that are so easy for all of us to do but can change the opinion of each person you interact with a little bit, in terms of thinking that other people are a little nicer than you realize. And that's the kind of community change that can lead to big changes in the long-term -- increasing trust and reducing cynicism. So even little positive interactions with strangers or people you don't know very well day-to-day can make a big difference.
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Travel
A Silk Road moonscape, with no Americans in sight
East of the Caspian Sea, the Mangystau region of western Kazakhstan is full of history and light on American travelers.

(Paul Prim)


By Jennifer Mueller | 2026-01-08
AKTAU, Kazakhstan -- The Toyota 4x4 bounced across a roadless, barren plain. Behind, a cloud of pale dust shimmered in the sun. Ahead, a formation of bleached rocks shot skyward.
Our SUV was heading straight at it. And it was not slowing down.
Was our guide playing chicken ... with a mountain?
"Anton," I said as the white wall loomed closer.
"Anton."
My hand braced against the dashboard.
"Anton."
His eyes turned to me.
"Are we going ... up?"
From behind the wheel, he gave me a look of quiet amusement: "Da."

Mangystau rock formations can make you feel like an astronaut. (Paul Prim)


My seat tipped sharply back as the walkie-talkie erupted with shrieks and whoops from the Jeep behind us. It was like we had entered our own improbable car commercial, with the scenery to match.
Exiting our vehicles in the saddle between two limestone peaks, we gazed over a lunar landscape that more than rivals Monument Valley.
The valley we were looking across was once submerged under the prehistoric Tethys Ocean. Then, the land shifted. Pangaea broke up, the waters retreated, and the elements worked for millennia to shape fossil and rock into massive geological formations. In every direction, great fins of rock, sprawling mesas and crenulated domes thrust up from a bleached plain.
But what is perhaps most astounding is what we didn't see: a single other person.
Welcome to the Mangystau region of western Kazakhstan, where the intrepid traveler can -- literally -- escape the beaten path for a few days.
This is a land that has stood arid and empty for so long that millions of years of history are still in evidence. Visitors don't have to look too hard to find fossilized mollusks, shark teeth and sea anemone scattered on the ground, mementos from when the Ustyurt Plateau lay deep underwater.

Plenty of room for camping. (Paul Prim)



In Mangystau, you may see more camels and turtles than people. (Paul Prim)


More recent history encompasses the ruins of a caravansary that sheltered traders on an offshoot of the Silk Road.
While that route faded to obscurity after Genghis Khan rolled in with his Horde, many of the region's Sufi temples, necropolises and mosques -- the earliest of which were carved into caves more than a thousand years ago -- still show signs of being in use.
The geological features of the region tell stories of their own. In addition to the otherworldly spires of Bozzhira, where our Toyota demonstrated its vertical capabilities, intrepid visitors can brave the bare roads of Cape Zhigylgan, a miles-wide depression strewn with rocks the size of buildings. From a distance, it looks as if a giant once sat on the shore of the Caspian Sea and crushed the land beneath her.
That landscape could not be more different from the smooth, confectionary layers of a formation, aptly dubbed "Tiramisu," that our group explores a few days later. Anton told us that local efforts to hide the location of this photogenic site were foiled by an enterprising tourist with GPS.
On the shores of the shimmering salt sea of Tuzbair, the serious photographers in our group capture undulating white cliffs and the water's pastel hues, while the less-serious ones take advantage of the wide, flat beach to stage elaborate optical illusions.

Mangystau feels untamed, but its tourism sector is growing. (Paul Prim)



The valley was once submerged under the prehistoric Tethys Ocean. (Paul Prim)


Another opportunity for high and low art comes in Torysh, or the "Valley of the Balls," where hundreds of spherical rocks ranging from pebbles to boulders dot the landscape. Scientists still don't agree on exactly how they formed; I prefer the local theory that the valley was the playroom of the gods.
Perhaps the bigger mystery is how this region has flown under the radar for so long. Some visitors may be deterred by the desert conditions, remote locations or lack of infrastructure, though brief encounters with Russian, Chinese and Italian tourists suggest that Americans could just be late to the party.
If you decide to see for yourself, the gateway to Mangystau is Aktau, a city on the Caspian Sea that was dubbed the 2025 Cultural Capital of the Turkic World.
As one of the hubs in Kazakhstan's booming trade in oil, gas and minerals, Aktau is well-served by several airlines. International travelers can fly direct to and from Istanbul; Tbilisi, Georgia; or Baku, Azerbaijan, though it's worth staying on in Kazakhstan to explore the current and former capitals of Astana and Almaty, both reachable by direct flights of roughly three hours -- a reminder that this is the ninth-largest country in the world by area.
While still scruffy, Aktau does offer a long boardwalk to stroll, restaurants with a view, cafes with a modern vibe and several decent hotels.
We stayed in the Turan, a well-reviewed tourist-class option near the sea with a banya that can be booked in advance for some post-desert soaking. It is a bargain at roughly $25 a night, though there's a case to be made for splashing out roughly three times that amount to stay on the sea in Aktau's five-star Caspian Riviera Grand Palace Hotel.
Many of Mangystau's sites can be reached by long day trips from Aktau, but given the distances involved and the poor conditions of most roads (where they exist at all), the best way to immerse oneself in the region is through a multiday tour. We arranged everything through Nomadic Travel, a Kazakh company that worked with us to customize our five-day, six-night itinerary. Its manager, Olga Toporkova, connected us with Anton Dikin, our guide, driver and extremely capable cook.

Tour guides can bring modern comforts to the nomad experience. (Paul Prim)


The remoteness of the region means that, many nights, camping is the only option. Luckily, most equipment was provided. We brought only our headlamps, toiletries and enough layers to navigate a desert climate where temperatures in late May range from the low 40s to upper 80s.
Our group did opt to spend one night at what can best be described as a yurt motel. We enjoyed a hearty dinner that featured classic Kazakh dishes like beshbarmak (beef and noodles), baursak (fried dough), plov (rice and meat) and kurt (fermented cheese balls), as well as access to a shower and WiFi, but we later agreed that we would have rather woken up in our own tents on the steppe.
Because although we may have been sleeping on mats on the ground, we were hardly roughing it. Anton's setup included a domed tent that was large enough to seat us all for meals and secure enough to keep us snug when the winds howled outside. And there are few sensations like quietly cradling a hot drink as the morning sun begins to illuminate the rocks around you and feeling, for a few moments, as if your little group has the world to itself.
Thanks to recent and planned infrastructure investments in Mangystau, it's probably a matter of time before the camels and turtles that dot the landscape are supplanted by paved roads and guardrails.
According to Kazakhstan's Bureau of National Statistics, the number of visitors at accommodations in Mangystau was nearly 409,000 last year, making up about 9 percent of all visits to resort areas. Most foreign travelers, it seems, come from nearby countries.

Stargazing. (Paul Prim)


Our final night traveling together, we put the question directly to Anton, who has been leading tours in the region for more than a decade. How many other American groups has he worked with?
There's that look again.
"None."
Jennifer Mueller is a writer based in Washington, D.C.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Arrogant contractor makes house work a chore
Letter writer dreads dealing with contractor's "rude dismissiveness." 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-01-08
Dear Eric: I have to work with a very arrogant person, and it is hard to manage his dismissive attitude and grumpy remarks.
The thing is, I am paying him to do work on my home. He is a talented and skilled person, but his personality is very off-putting as he seems to honestly believe he is the smartest person in the room, which is ridiculous.
He acts as if everyone else is stupid but him. Although he doesn't actually directly call me or anyone else stupid, his attitude says it clearly. Consequently, I dread dealing with him, but I do need his help right now.
How do you deal with someone who isn't directly calling you a moron but acts as if you are one?
I have come to believe he actually thinks he is being polite and helpful when his demeaning and rude dismissiveness is what is actually coming across.
-- Respect, Please
Respect: You may not be able to change this guy's personality -- which may be predisposed to arrogance and dismissiveness -- but you can give him some constructive criticism relating to how the two of you interact.
Try to pick one or two things that you've noticed repeatedly and address them specifically, rather than talking to him about his general demeanor. It is easier to get defensive and dismissive about broad statements. Instead, try saying something like, "I want to give you some feedback about our working relationship, if you're open to it. I'd like to be able to communicate clearly so the project is successful. When I hear things like [insert a specific example], it sounds dismissive to me. Instead, if you're giving me an update on the work, could you phrase it like this instead?" Adjust the language to suit your style, of course. The goal is to bridge the gap between intention and impact.
Working relationships thrive on communication, so it's good to ask for what you need and to offer solutions for parts of the relationship that aren't working for you. I hope he's receptive and communicates his needs clearly back to you. If he's not, he may not be the best person for the job.
Dear Eric: To your excellent reply to "Leftovers, Anyone?", who was a bit unsettled over her daughter-in-law's Friendsgiving meal mirroring her own Thanksgiving, I have a suggestion. My wife and I are the eldest of our extended family and often host Thanksgiving. This year, with my wife recovering from surgery, we had a dish-to-pass nontraditional meal, where I cooked the main entree (grilled dry-rub flank steak) and everyone brought a side dish or dessert. We all had a great family time, and no one complained about the lack of turkey!
-- No Turkey, Still Great
Still Great: I love a potluck holiday! Many hands make light(er) work.
Dear Eric: Librarian here, replying to "Deleted Post," whose son got angry about them posting news of his wedding to social media. The letter writer wrote, "I feel bad because my son seems to feel he can forbid me from sharing this news with my friends."
I have noticed that many people default to "owning" their social media accounts and therefore the right to post whatever they like. Friends and family members will take photos, or, sometimes worse, be browsing their old files and snap a pic of an ancient photo and share it online.
Enthusiastic and informed consent is the way to go here. Show the people in the photo the photo first. Before you post, ask, "Do you mind if I post this on this platform?" Every. Single. Time.
You don't own their faces. There are lots of reasons someone might not want a photo posted, ranging from it simply being an unflattering shot, to future employers Googling their name, through to hiding from an abusive ex or being in witness protection.
Even with privacy settings locked down, the Terms of Use that we all click "agree" to, usually without reading, give the online platform free range of whatever you post. The landscape is entirely different. The way we post and share must be, too.
-- Social Media Caution
Caution: This is an important reminder for everyone. When it comes to someone's digital footprint, it's always better to ask permission than to ask for forgiveness after posting. And when it comes to sharing personal news online, it's best to ask oneself, "Whose news is this?" If it's your news, you can share it. If it's someone else's news, even if that person is a child or close relative, get their okay. Or better yet, let them share it and follow their lead.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Husband's car obsession burns their couple time. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-01-08
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Husband's friends didn't invite me on couples' trip
She thought her husband was going on a "boys trip" - instead every wife except her was invited.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-01-08
Dear Miss Manners: My husband was invited to go out of town for a "boys weekend" with a couple of his old friends. When he arrived, he was greeted not only by his friends, but also their wives.
Our kids called him several hours after he had arrived, and that is when I discovered that the "boys weekend" was actually a couples' weekend -- sans me.
My husband said that the host and hostess did not invite me as we have young kids, and they knew that we did not have anybody to watch them. They also stated that they were worried that if he'd known it was a couples weekend, and that I couldn't come, he would have stayed home, too.
On top of all of this, they enjoyed the company of a single female neighbor and all rode together in her vehicle to a local event.
I was hurt -- not only by the fact that I was left out and not invited, but also that my husband did not feel the need to let me know, nor did he say anything to his friends about this upsetting me. When we talked about it, he got upset and said that his friends didn't mean anything by it.
If the shoe had been on the other foot, I would have let those in attendance know that I was excited to see them, that I love them, but that I was hurt that my husband had been left out. I would have left and returned home to my family.
Am I justified in feeling wronged?
Yours is an interesting etiquette problem, because it is a case where the modern penchant for giving everyone around us our immediate, honest reactions can go badly wrong.
Miss Manners says this because her first impression of what you describe is very bad indeed. And, for that reason, she knows you will first want to be sure of your facts.
Your husband claims not to have known the weekend arrangements in advance, claiming you were both deceived -- not only by his old friends, but by their wives, and by the single female neighbor. Whatever else happened that you do not know about, it is certainly true that they participated in lying to you, so you would be justified in being cold to them -- if not worse.
But a distant civility to them now can preserve options for the future while you investigate who else may have misled you.
Dear Miss Manners: I have been divorced for some time, and once in a while, someone will ask me how long I was married. I find this question intrusive and somewhat rude.
Am I wrong to feel this way? If not, what is a good way to answer -- or to avoid the inevitable, and even ruder, next question: "What happened?"
The law may sometimes require you to answer personal questions. Etiquette does not.
Possible answers are, "Slightly too long" and "What happened was that it ended." Or, if you prefer, "I'm sorry, I don't discuss it. Aren't these rhododendrons beautiful?"
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Travel
Avelo Airlines to stop deportation flights after months of backlash
Houston-based Avelo is shutting down its base in Arizona after facing protests and boycotts for flying deportation charters for Homeland Security.

A rally near the Albany International Airport on July 26 in Colonie, New York. Protesters called on Albany County to drop Avelo Airlines from the airport roster because of its participation in ICE deportation flights. (Jim Franco/Getty Images)


By Andrea Sachs | 2026-01-08
Avelo Airlines will stop flying deportation charters for the Department of Homeland Security, ending its service for Immigration and Customs Enforcement after less than a year.
Since publicizing its new business arrangement in April, the low-fare carrier faced protests, boycotts and backlash from travelers, flight attendant unions, local politicians and immigration activists.
The Houston-based airline said in a statement it will focus on commercial air. It will close its base at Mesa Gateway Airport in Arizona on Jan. 27.
The ICE transports "provided short-term benefits but ultimately did not deliver enough consistent and predictable revenue to overcome its operational complexity and costs," spokeswoman Courtney Goff said in an email.
Goff did not say exactly when the company will cease ICE flights because CSI Aviation, the government contractor that manages them, will determine the timeline.
"We do not control the schedules," Goff said.
Homeland Security will have to find an alternative to fill the flights left by the carrier, which operated three Boeing 737-800s and provided a full cadre of staff.
"ICE never contracted directly with Avelo Airlines," said a statement provided by Homeland Security. "ICE will continue to utilize its contracted service provider, which works with multiple airlines to support the American people's mandate for mass deportations of criminal illegal aliens."
Last April, the carrier announced that it had signed a long-term contract with CSI Aviation. On May 12, it started transporting detained immigrants from Mesa, the strategic center of ICE Air Operations, about 20 miles east of Phoenix. At the time, Avelo CEO Andrew Levy said the company entered into the agreement for financial reasons. According to public records, ICE awarded CSI Aviation a contract in March that is now valued at more than $560 million.
"We realize this is a sensitive and complicated topic," Levy said in a statement last year. "After significant deliberations, we determined this charter flying will provide us with the stability to continue expanding our core scheduled passenger service and keep our more than 1,100 Crewmembers employed for years to come."
Critics of the arrangement celebrated Avelo's decision to cease deportation flights.
Andrew Willis Garces, a senior strategist with Siembra NC, a grassroots advocacy organization, called the decision "a victory for the thousands of people who have been protesting the airline for most of the last year, and all of their bases all over the country."
He said the Coalition to Stop Avelo has drawn about 100 organizations and thousands of demonstrators who showed up at dozens of airports with handmade signs and enlarged photos of immigrants. The groups also spearheaded boycotts and pressed legislators to stand up to Avelo.

A protester holds a sign during an April protest outside Tweed-New Haven Airport in Connecticut. (Roy De La Cruz/Getty Images)


Last summer, Justin Elicker, the mayor of New Haven, Connecticut, Avelo's largest hub, barred city employees from using taxpayer dollars to book flights on the airline. In New York, state Sen. Patricia Fahy (D) sponsored the State Airport Facilities Enforcing Accountability in Immigration Removals (SAFE AIR) Act, which prohibits public entities from contracting with airlines that transport people detained by ICE without "being afforded due process rights." The bill also bans certain tax exemptions on fuel sold to airlines that engage in such practices.
In December, Delaware state Sen. Ray Seigfried (D) introduced a bill similar to New York's legislation.
"This Act disqualifies commercial airlines from receiving the aviation jet fuel tax exemption for economic development if they transport ICE detainees for deportation without meeting standards regarding presentation of judicial warrants and due process," Senate Bill 207 states.
In an announcement about the changes, the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA, which represents Avelo flight attendants, addressed the volatile nature of the aviation industry, which included employees working on flights they "didn't originally sign up for." The union shared a note of optimism for the future of Avelo and its flight crew.
"We're hopeful that with the end of the ICE flying and new financing the future is more stable for Flight Attendants at Avelo," the union said in the statement.
As part of its restructuring, the airline said it will eliminate four out of 14 routes from Delaware's Wilmington Airport. It will also shutter bases in Raleigh-Durham and Wilmington, North Carolina, and retire six Boeing 737 Next Generation aircraft. The airline will bolster operations in New Haven; Philadelphia/Delaware Valley; Charlotte/Concord, North Carolina; and Central Florida/Lakeland. It plans to open a hub in Dallas/McKinney, Texas, later this year.

Passengers board an Avelo flight at Hollywood Burbank Airport in 2022. (David Crane/Getty Images)


Despite Avelo's controversial year, Goff said the protests and "widespread misinformation" about the airline did not affect the carrier's popularity or passenger loads.
In 2025, Goff said Avelo flew a record 2.6 million travelers on scheduled commercial flights, 11 percent more than the previous year. Avelo has 22 Boeing aircraft and flies to three dozen destinations, including several in the Caribbean.
Last year, it pulled out of the West Coast, ending service in California, Oregon, Washington state and Nevada, which some travel industry analysts say may be a bigger obstacle to success than the airline's brush with ICE flights.
"Frankly, Avelo's decision to drop most of its flying in the Western U.S., along with other market and route cuts, will have a more significant impact on the airline's commercial operations and business results than ending its ICE charters," said Henry H. Harteveldt, president of Atmosphere Research Group.
Mark Vandegrift, president and CEO of Innis Maggiore, said Avelo has been stumbling since its debut as an ultra-low-fare carrier. Instead of standing out by elevating affordability, a tactic embraced by Breeze Airways, it modeled itself after such troubled carriers as Spirit and Frontier, which have struggled with bankruptcy and failed mergers.
"If you're going to be low cost, you have to do it with excellence," Vandergrift said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2026/01/07/avelo-ends-deportation-flights-ice/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Media
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette says it will close down, citing losses and labor rules
After exhausting legal avenues in a losing labor battle with unionized employees, the owners of one of the nation's oldest newspapers have decided to shut it down.

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, one of the oldest papers in the United States, has been a fixture for generations of city residents, including these liquor store workers picketing its offices in 1984. (Keith B. Srakocic/AP)


By Laura Wagner, Scott Nover | 2026-01-07
The 240-year-old Pittsburgh Post-Gazette is shutting down following a protracted labor battle and court rulings favoring its union.
The newspaper will print its final edition May 3, according to a statement it issued Wednesday hours after the U.S. Supreme Court denied its request to stay a federal appeals court's November order that the newspaper adhere to the terms of an earlier labor agreement with its union.
The Post-Gazette, the first newspaper published west of the Allegheny Mountains and one of the oldest in the United States, will join a long list of local newspapers that have closed in the past few decades. There were more than 7,300 newspapers in 2005 but fewer than 4,500 in 2025, according to a report from Northwestern University's Local News Initiative.
Beyond the usual culprits -- flagging advertising revenue, lagging subscription sales, changing reader habits in a digital age -- the Post-Gazette was deeply burdened by its years-long labor battle.
"Recent court decisions would require the Post-Gazette to operate under a 2014 labor contract that imposes on the Post-Gazette outdated and inflexible operational practices unsuited for today's local journalism," the newspaper's owner, Block Communications, wrote Wednesday.
Ending more than three years on strike, a group of 26 Post-Gazette journalists returned to work in late November after a federal appeals court in Philadelphia ordered the newspaper's owners to restore a collectively bargained contract that guaranteed employees' benefits including health care, paid time off and short-term disability.
The newspaper's owners assailed that ruling, warning in a statement that "if allowed to stand, this decision will likely force the closure of the Post-Gazette." After the Supreme Court's order Wednesday, the Block family, the longtime owners of the newspaper, made good on that threat.
Union leaders excoriated the newspaper's owners for shutting down the Post-Gazette.
"Instead of simply following the law, the owners chose to punish local journalists and the city of Pittsburgh," said Andrew Goldstein, president of the Newspaper Guild of Pittsburgh.
Jon Schleuss, president of the national NewsGuild-CWA union, wrote in a statement: "The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and Blocks spent millions on lawyers to fight union workers, fight journalists and break federal labor law. They lost at every level, including now at the Supreme Court."
Pittsburgh Mayor Corey O'Connor, who took office this week, expressed his shock at the paper's imminent closure. "Local news is important for how we share information between neighbors, governments, businesses, sports teams and more," he said.
Twins John Robinson Block and Allan Block are the latest generation of their family to oversee the Post-Gazette and its sister newspaper, the Toledo Blade. Relations with staffers soured under their leadership. In 2019, with contract negotiations stalled and the newsroom outraged over editorial interference from management, staff members said John Block showed up drunk in the newsroom with his adolescent daughter and berated employees.

Allan Block and his wife, Susan Block, in London in 2022. (Eamonn M. McCormack/Getty Images for Jeffrey Bradford)


The infamous incident attracted national attention. At the time, Allan Block defended his brother, saying, "The frustration over financial and other challenges in the newspaper industry led to an unfortunate exchange with employees of which I have been made aware."
The work stoppage was controversial from its beginning in October 2022, with just over half of the newspaper's unionized employees voting to strike. Striking employees started their own publication, the Pittsburgh Union Progress, to cover local news, and raised more than $1 million in donations from supporters to help strikers cover living expenses. Tensions simmered between the workers on strike and those who remained at work.
The newspaper's owners said they "deeply regret" the impact the Post-Gazette's closure will have on Pittsburgh. "The Block family is proud of the service the Post-Gazette has provided to Pittsburgh for nearly a century and will exit with their dignity intact," they added.
Supreme Court Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., who oversees federal appeals in Pennsylvania, in late December briefly granted a temporary stay of the November ruling before the full court weighed in with its order Wednesday denying the newspaper's request to halt the appeals court's ruling. Hours later, the newspaper announced it would shut down.
Newsroom employees received an email about 12:30 p.m. inviting them to a video meeting at 1:15 p.m., according to people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details. In the meeting, a prerecorded video played announcing the paper would be shutting down. The brief video message from Block Communications President Jodi Miehls said that nonunion employees would receive severance packages if they continued to work through the final day of publication and that the company would work with the union to determine "appropriate separation packages" for union-represented employees. There was no opportunity for questions.
The Post-Gazette said its business had struggled for decades before the union battle started. "Over the past 20 years, Block Communications has lost more than $350 million in cash operating the Post-Gazette," the owners said. "Despite those efforts, the realities facing local journalism make continued cash losses at this scale no longer sustainable." The paper cut its print edition to five days a week in 2018 and then to three days a week in 2019.
Block Communications announced last week that it had shut down its alternative weekly newspaper, the Pittsburgh City Paper.
Nationwide, daily newspaper circulation, both digital and print, fell to under 21 million in 2022, down 32 percent from five years earlier, according to data from Pew Research Center. In 2020, circulation revenue projections surpassed advertising revenue for the first time since at least 1956, demonstrating the fragility of the advertising revenue model that once propped up the news business.
"The PG's closure is a stark symbol of the deepening crisis in local news across the country," said Tim Franklin, a professor and chair of local news at Northwestern's Medill School of Journalism. "The nation lost nearly 150 newspapers in the past year -- an average of more than two per week -- and it has lost nearly 40 percent in the past 20 years."
While most newspaper closures are ones owned by large chains, Franklin said, the Post-Gazette's announcement marks a rare end for a family-owned publication.
"Some people may say the PG closure is a special case because of the protracted labor dispute that threw the PG into turmoil. And certainly, that standoff played a role in today's news," he said. "But the fact that the PG owners saw no other option but closure is chilling."
Through its struggles, the Post-Gazette found success in its journalism. In 2019, the newspaper's staff won a Pulitzer Prize for its breaking news coverage of the mass shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue. In its citation for the award, the Pulitzer judges lauded the paper's "immersive, compassionate coverage" and remarked that its reporters "captured the anguish and resilience of a community thrust into grief."
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Going Out Guide
The 16 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Craft a vision for 2026, celebrate Korean culture old and new, or sample a dozen nonalcoholic wines and ciders. 

(Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2026-01-08
The nightlife scene might be slow after the holidays, but there's still plenty of action around town,  including a "RuPaul's Drag Race" viewing parties that morph into drag shows and a free sing-along screening of "KPop Demon Hunters" at the Smithsonian. There are multiple chances to set your intentions for 2026 at vision board workshops. Go out to dance to the first ladies of funk and soul, play bingo or expand your Dry January palate with a tasting of a dozen nonalcoholic wines and ciders. Not partaking in Dry January? Crown D.C.'s best coquito at a showdown of top mixologists. Or you could join the director of the Natural History Museum to talk about walruses.
'RuPaul's Drag Race' viewing parties
By this point, it's possible that nothing can slow "RuPaul's Drag Race," which is in its 18th season with a new cast of 14 queens competing to impress the ageless RuPaul and Michelle Visage. "Drag Race" viewing parties remain staples at D.C. LGBTQ+ bars, and they're the perfect way to kick-start Friday night. Admission to all these parties is free.
Kiki stands out among the local bars for having a host who actually competed on "Drag Race." Jasmine Kennedie, of Season 14, and local queen Crimsyn share hosting duties on U Street, beginning at 8 p.m.  Afterward, at 10 p.m., there's Serve, a drag show with an all-trans cast.
At Trade, "The Jax & Evry Show" starts at 7 p.m., an hour before the new "Drag Race" episode, featuring local stars Jaxknife Complex and Evry Pleasure, plus Wess the DJ and special guests. (Don't forget, happy hour runs until 8.)
Citrine does double duty at JR's, hosting the 8 p.m. viewing party and the 10 p.m. Vitamin C drag show, which features different themes and performers each week. Arrive before 8 for $5 rail drinks and $8 vodka Red Bull.
Her Diner welcomes back Mia Vanderbilt and Indiana Bones as hosts of its 8 p.m. viewing party and the drag show that follows. The Adams Morgan nightspot is the rare bar that allows customers to make table reservations for "Drag Race," but  spaces fill quickly, so you might want to look a week out.
Tiffany D. Carter, Druex Sidora and Frieda Poussay are the three hosts at Red Bear Brewing, providing commentary and performing during commercial breaks at the NoMa brewpub.
Vision boarding weekend
No more excuses: This is the week to get those resolutions down on paper in collage form, with multiple New Year's vision boarding workshops taking place around the area. On Friday, ArtsClub DC opens the doors to its Dupont studio, supplying materials like vintage magazines and a mini photo printer to help you bring your intentions for 2026 onto a piece of art you can hang in your home. (6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $65.) The Georgetown outpost of Shop Made in DC is also inviting participants to collage a vision board covered with dreams for 2026 on Saturday afternoon (3 to 5 p.m. $48.81), while Shop Made in VA is hosting its "Vision Board Experience" on Sunday morning in Old Town Alexandria (11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. $33.12). Looking for something more informal? The Creative Suitland Arts Center is hosting Visionary Vibes, "a vision board pajama party," on Sunday morning. Come dressed to be cozy while you work on setting your goals and enjoy light refreshments. A champagne toast is included. (10 a.m. to 1 p.m. $17.85.)
'KPop Demon Hunters' and 'Korean Treasures' at the National Museum of Asian Art
There are only a few weeks left to see "Korean Treasures: Collected, Cherished, Shared" at the National Museum of Asian Art, and if you've been putting off visiting this major exhibition of Korean culture, whose partners include the National Museum of Korea, maybe hordes of demons will spur a visit to the National Mall. A sing-along screening of last year's smash musical "KPop Demon Hunters" is taking over the NMAA's Meyer Auditorium on Saturday night. There are links to "Korean Treasures" in the movie -- one of the images in the exhibit makes an appearance on screen -- but curators are obviously hoping that revived interest in modern Korean culture will lead to a new appreciation for the country's rich history (and art). 7 p.m. Free; reservations recommended.
Punk with Purpose at St. Stephen's Church
You'll often hear lifestyle gurus talk about the importance of beginning the new year with purpose. The purpose of this all-ages Positive Force concert, which unites the jazz-punk fury of the Messthetics, the teenage riot grrrl energy of Petrichor, the post-hardcore of Old Knife, and Don Zientara's Don Z Scheme, is to raise money for Transition House, which provides housing and services to people experiencing mental health issues. Come enjoy the music and local art, and bring donations of nonperishable food, such as pasta and canned vegetables, for charitable organizations, including We Are Family D.C. 6 to 10 p.m. $15; $20 with entry into raffle.
'Morris & Friends: An Evening of Opera & Gospel' at Takoma Park Seventh-day Adventist Church
Grammy-winning bass Morris Robinson brings a cast of  singers to the Takoma Park church for a performance that starts with traditional opera and ends in uplifting gospel. Crowds can expect Mozart's "In diesen heil'gen Hallen," Donald Lawrence's "When the Saints Go to Worship," and more at this concert, part of the Anna H. Wang Concert Series's 2026 lineup. Come early at 6 p.m. for a pre-show talk with WETA's Evan Keely. 7 to 9 p.m. $49 for general admission; free for students.
Booze Free Bingo at metrobar
Dry January doesn't have to be boring. Nonalcoholic group Booze Free DC hosts a sober-conscious bingo afternoon at the Edgewood bar, where guests can grab mocktails (including Shirley Temples and blueberry mint lemonade) or NA beers. 1 p.m. $11.
Happy Daze Clothing Swap at Dock 5
Need a new year's closet clean out? Bring items of clothing, shoes and accessories in good condition to Union Market's upper-level event space, lay out your haul and start shopping. You can bring up to 25 items, but leave the event tees (including marathon or sports club merch) at home. Swap leftovers will be donated to So What Else, a D.C.-area charity providing material aid to underserved families. Noon to 2 p.m. Free.
Coquito Wars at Bryant Street Market
This annual competition challenges D.C. bartenders to whip up the best version of coquito, Puerto Rico's traditional Christmas cocktail that can be compared to a tropical, coconut-milk-infused eggnog. For its 2026 edition, Coquito Wars jumps to a new venue, moving to Bryant Street NE. Your ticket includes two hours of unlimited samples of different coquitos, created by eight mixologists from hot spots like Press Club and Allegory, and a vote for your favorite as the People's Choice champion. You can also purchase cocktails from Alegria Bar or food from Taqueria Habanero. 6:30 p.m. to midnight. $17.85.
Motown on Mondays: Ladies Night at Everyday People
The DJs at the monthly Motown on Mondays party have collective lifetimes of experience on the turntables, and they know how to connect the dots between your favorite sing-along hits and lesser-known gems, keeping heads nodding and bodies moving while also introducing songs they think you should know. This month's theme is "celebrating the women of soul, funk and R&B," so D-Skillz, Harvey Dent, Miss H.E.R. and Stylus get to go deep into their record collections and find cuts that span decades and genres, before unveiling them at the U Street lounge. 7 p.m. Free.
'Heated Rivalry' Watch Party at Spark Social Club
Your "Heated Rivalry" rewatch (or seventh rewatch) doesn't need to be alone. The 14th Street LGBTQ+ bar is hosting watch parties, two episodes at a time -- Monday's event continues with Episodes 3 and 4. 7 p.m. Free.
Keefer Bar and June pop-up at Service Bar
Last week, we told you that bartenders from Boston's Wig Shop lounge were bringing a taste of their popular cocktails to D.C. for one evening only. We hope you made it to Service Bar, because a good (and delicious) time was had by all. Service Bar keeps its streak going this Monday with a visit from Vancouver's Keefer Bar and June. Keefer Bar landed at No. 28 in the annual North America's 50 Best Bars list, thanks to an "apothecary-style approach to cocktails," with an emphasis on showcasing herbs and botanicals. Bartenders from Keefer and its newer sister bar, June, will be serving drinks at Service Bar, bringing a taste of Western Canada to the other side of the continent. 7 to 11 p.m. Free; drink prices vary.
Bingo and Wings at Whitlow's
New happy hours, events or promotions arrive randomly at this time of year, as bars try to lure customers off of their couches during the slow, cold, post-holiday months. Here's an example: Whitlow's is launching Bingo and Wings, promising that you could win Capitals or Wizards tickets during weekly Tuesday-night bingo tournaments. To sweeten the deal, bingo starts during happy hour, where you can fill up with a plate of eight wings for $10 between 5 and 8 p.m., and drinks include $5 rail drinks and draft beers, and $8 wine or draft cocktails. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Reveler's Hour NA Wine Fest
Nonalcoholic beers and cocktails with booze-free "spirits" get an exposure boost this time of year, as sober-curious drinkers experiment with Dry January. But if your tipple of choice is a glass of chardonnay, or something fun and bubbly, you might feel left out. Reveler's Hour to the rescue! The Adams Morgan wine bar, run by the sociable sommelier Bill Jensen, hosts a NA Wine Fest with an assist from Bruce Blosil, who imports nonalcoholic wines, ciders and alternatives from producers on both sides of the Atlantic. A dealcoholized sparkling wine aged for three years and a French heirloom cider made with a blend of 12 apples are among the products in Delmosa's portfolio. Sample a dozen different beverages over the course of two hours, and if you find something you love, you can take home a discounted bottle, or grab a glass to sip over dinner. 5:30 p.m. until last call. $25.
'Walrus: Life on Thin Ice' at the National Museum of Natural History
Kirk Johnson, the director of the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History, has researched the extinction of the dinosaurs and led expeditions that excavated dozens of mastodon skeletons. But according to a press release, "the walrus has been a creature close to his heart for 40 years." Johnson served as host of last year's "Walrus: Life on Thin Ice," a PBS Nature episode exploring the impacts of climate change on walruses. That documentary screens Wednesday night at the museum, followed by a discussion featuring Johnson and PBS Executive Producer Fred Kaufman. (First question: How do we get to play with a baby walrus?) 6:45 p.m. Free; registration required.
A People's Choir at DC9
After a nearly six-year hiatus, A People's Choir, a karaoke night that asks the whole room to join in on each song, returns to DC9. It's a casual sing-along, but there's no sweat if you don't know the tunes; the choir suggests making up your own lyrics. 7 p.m. Free.
Christmas Kostume Karaoke at Trusty's
Hope you haven't packed away those blinking ugly sweaters or tinsel-covered elf ears yet, because this month's Kostume Karaoke at Trusty's has a Christmas theme. Isn't it extra special to sing "Last Christmas" wearing a Santa suit? Give your tackiest holiday outfit one more airing this season, or pick through Kostume Karaoke's curated selection of house props and accessories before choosing your favorite seasonal songs. The party takes place upstairs in the Bus Bar and on the heated rooftop deck. 7 to 11 p.m. Free.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/01/08/best-dc-events-things-to-do/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movies
'The Voice of Hind Rajab' tells a story of loss that you cannot unhear
Tunisian director Kaouther Ben Hania's film uses audio from an emergency call to blur the line between drama and documentary.

Saja Kilani in "The Voice of Hind Rajab." (Willa)


By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2026-01-08
The new film by Oscar-nominated Tunisian director Kaouther Ben Hania appears to open with a blurred view of a moonlit horizon and the hiss of a busy sea -- but it doesn't.
These aren't those types of waves, and what we're hearing is actually a froth of crisscrossing digital signals. This hint of horizon is a deception, and what we're actually looking at is the sound of the call at the core of "The Voice of Hind Rajab." It's the first of many moments in the film that occupy an unsettling place between the real and the imaginary.
If Hind's name sounds familiar, it's because the audio of the 6-year-old girl's call made international news (including a Washington Post investigation). On Jan. 29, 2024, after Israeli forces ordered the evacuation of the Gazan neighborhood of Tel al-Hawa, Hind's aunt and uncle attempted to flee the city with Hind and her four cousins in tow. Before they could escape, their car came under fire outside a gas station.
A recorded call between young Hind, the only survivor of the attack, and a team of emergency service operators at the Palestine Red Crescent Society call center 50 miles away in Ramallah captures a harrowing 31/2-hour ordeal, made worse by a hamstrung response. Twelve days would pass before a Palestinian civil defense crew would reach their bullet-riddled car -- and the charred ambulance sent to rescue them.
"The Voice of Hind Rajab" is a self-proclaimed dramatization "based on real events and emergency calls recorded that day." A small and sharply cast ensemble of actors fill the roles of the call center crew in Ramallah: Omar (Motaz Malhees), Rana (Saja Kilani), Nisreen (Clara Khoury) and Mahdi (Amer Hlehel).
These liberties, taken by Ben Hania with the blessing of Hind's mother, authorize the film to widen its lens to document a cascade of system failures as responders attempt to respond. Meanwhile, the performances, while humanizing the responders, feel more in service of protecting (and preserving) the fragile artifact of the audio. In an interview, Ben Hania has expressed discomfort with any characterization that attempts to pin the film's place between reportage and impressionism: "The narration is not about invention," she said, "but about a transmission of memory, of grief, of failure."

Motaz Malhees in "The Voice of Hind Rajab." (Willa)


This isn't Ben Hania's first time refracting reality through the lens of performance: In the Oscar-nominated experimental 2023 documentary "Four Daughters," she integrated actors into the household of a Tunisian mother and her two youngest daughters to play her missing eldest two daughters, who left to join Daesh fighters in Libya. The film tells a multidimensional story of loss, where memory is both honored and exposed as futile.
Here, the effect is immediate and immediately horrifying. A call comes into Omar's line, a woman screaming, "They are shooting at us!" A hail of fire. The call ends. Omar soon learns that a 6-year-old girl is still alive in the car. He calls back, and the call carries us forward.
"The Voice of Hind Rajab" toggles between performance and playback; an unadorned visualization of the sound file is responsible for some of the film's most chilling moments. Ben Hania allows the audio to expose its own horrors -- the roar and squeal of passing tanks, the distortion of gunfire, the tatters of the threadbare signal. The violence and destruction leveling Gaza are here flattened and sharpened into a dagger of sound.
If the dramatic use of such raw material chafes to consider, it's wrenching to experience. Hind is not just trapped in the car -- she's trapped in time, in history, in headlines, in the audio that materializes on-screen like a line of digital razor wire and charges the film with an unceasing current of emotional voltage.
The dramatization doesn't always benefit the movement of the story -- there's a lot of waiting for calls to be answered or returned, and the film condenses the hours of counterproductive protocols between agencies (required to authorize a rescue that could have taken eight minutes) into short, repetitive bouts of frustration.
But the film's final documentary turn -- once the recording runs out and Hind's voice can no longer be heard -- strips away all narrative padding and grants her mother a place to memorialize her grief. This time, the view of the horizon and sea is clear. In Ben Hania's hands, what is real and what is imagined matters less once reality becomes unimaginable.
Unrated. At Angelika Film Center and AFI Silver. Contains intense, mature themes of war, violence and loss. In Arabic, with English subtitles. 89 minutes.
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TV
'The Pitt' takes a deep breath and nails its second act
Rather than compete with the high drama of the first season, the Emmy-winning medical series starring Noah Wyle refocuses on everyday crises.

Noah Wyle stars in the second season of "The Pitt." (Warrick Page/HBO Max)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2026-01-08
Per the gifted doctors and pedagogues on HBO's "The Pitt," good emergency medicine requires following established protocols to the letter until you're forced to think outside the box. At that point, creativity and pragmatism become key. So does speed.
Taken together, that's a decent recipe for good TV, too. In its Emmy-winning first season, "The Pitt" -- which followed attending physician Michael "Dr. Robby" Robinavitch (Noah Wyle) through a shift at Pittsburgh Trauma Medical Center -- was notable for how much it respected proven network formulas. For an HBO Max production (especially considering how weird some can get), it felt a little old school. A tad conventional. We know what to expect from medical dramas, after all, and "The Pitt" was strikingly uninterested in formal experiments for a "prestige" production; it gladly and competently fulfilled expectations. It also innovated and overachieved where it made sense to do so, however, with incredibly graphic, technically impressive special effects that heightened the realism of some procedures, and a "24"-style gimmick wherein each of the 15 episodes correspond to one hour (in real time) of Dr. Robby's grueling, nightmarish shift.
The result wasn't revolutionary, but boy, was it riveting.
That was partly thanks to an extremely talented cast, most of whom -- besides Wyle, who cut his teeth as a TV doctor on "ER" -- were relative unknowns. No stunt casting here, no flashy cameos. And while the show wasn't an anthropological treatise on the state of American medicine, it ably captured many medical hierarchies and subcultures, from the dynamics between day shift and night shift crews, to the inside jokes shared by Filipino nurses, to the abrasive scorn with which a gifted surgical resident might treat the ER crew. Mainly, though, "The Pitt" handled a shocking number of storylines with dexterity and heart. The series deservedly emerged as an Emmy darling this past year. And the second season proves that the show (helmed by Wyle, creator R. Scott Gemmill, John Wells and Joe Sachs) understands its strengths -- and its limits.
The second season opens with Dr. Robby merrily riding a motorcycle to work sans helmet, even recklessly passing an ambulance. While he's clearly not in quite as dark a place as he was at the end of the last season, his choices don't exactly scream healthy or healed, either. But he's taking measures: This, the Fourth of July, is his last shift before a three-month sabbatical he plans to spend road-tripping on his motorcycle.

From left: Kristin Villanueva, Alexandra Metz, Noah Wyle, Sepideh Moafi, Taylor Dearden and Fiona Dourif in "The Pitt." (Warrick Page/HBO Max)


This being "The Pitt," that shift gets off to a rough start. Baran Al-Hashimi (Sepideh Moafi), the attending physician hired to fill in for Dr. Robby in his absence, has shown up early -- hoping to shadow him and pitch him her ideas for how to improve the department. (AI charting! Patient passports!) "The Pitt" milks Moafi's spiky energy opposite Wyle for maximal comedic impact. Those who found the volume and variety of emotional traumas the show slathered on Dr. Robby during the first season a bit excessive will appreciate that the new season opens with the good doctor struggling more with annoyance than grief.
Worse still (for Dr. Robby's mood) is the return of his disgraced ex-protege, Frank Langdon (Patrick Ball) -- the brilliant, charming senior resident whose addiction to benzos was one of the first season's more startling revelations. Back from a 10-month stint in rehab, he's chastened, rusty and eager to atone. Dr. Robby expends a fair amount of energy almost acrobatically avoiding him. If the first season emphasized his isolation and loneliness, the cinematography of this one highlights the protagonist's itchy, claustrophobic state of mind. Many a frame has him squeezed into tight and awkward corners, or navigating around and away from people he sees as obstacles. He's always looking for a place to stand. Or seizing a moment at his desk. Or peering into exam rooms only to find (to his relief) that he's not needed.
That's a significant shift in a show that otherwise hasn't changed much. With the exception of senior resident Heather Collins (Tracy Ifeachor) and dreamboat ER nurse Mateo (Jalen Thomas Brooks), pretty much everyone's back, including -- thankfully -- charge nurse Dana Evans (Katherine LaNasa), whose slow unraveling throughout the first season was the show's quietest, most heartbreaking arc. Nurses Princess (Kristin Villanueva) and Perlah (Amielynn Abellera) are still efficiently dispensing care and dodging unwanted tasks, while nurse Donnie (Brandon Mendez Homer), who recently became a father, relishes his new responsibilities at home and at work.
The green doctors-in-training from last season have come a long way. "Huckleberry" Dennis Whitaker (Gerran Howell), who spent the first season gamely chasing rats and getting humiliated, is now training medical students himself with a quiet, firm self-assurance that feels earned. Equally fun is watching wunderkind Victoria Javadi (Shabana Azeez) realize she might have some actual competition from the new crop of medical students vying for spots, particularly a gunner named Ogilvy (Lucas Iverson). Samira Mohan's (Supriya Ganesh) annoyance with her mother has her reconsidering settling in New Jersey once she finishes her residency. Without an ankle monitor to worry about, Cassie McKay (Fiona Dourif) just wants to get laid. A couple of work romances are casually referenced, but the conflict that interests me most is a tacit one brewing between abrasive hotshot Trinity Santos (Isa Briones), who still can't fake interest in cases she finds boring, and Mel King (Taylor Dearden), whose unmatched professionalism has not prevented her from being named in a malpractice suit.

Charge nurse Dana Evans (Katherine LaNasa), right, comes back to work in the second season of "The Pitt." (Warrick Page/HBO Max)


Additions to the gang include Emma (Laetitia Hollard), a sweet new nurse whom Evans takes under her brusque, accommodating wing. Case manager Noelle Hastings (Meta Golding) offers valuable, if exposition-heavy, insights on how Medicare and insurance affect patient care, and psychiatrist Caleb Jefferson (Christopher Thornton) turns up periodically to assess patients with unusual presentations (and roast Victoria). Of the newcomers, Ogilvy is the loudest. But his colleague, a tart, undemonstrative medical student named Joy (Irene Choi), is the most intriguing.
All told, there's less adrenaline than last season (nine episodes in, at any rate), and that's not a bad thing. While the mass-casualty event was dramatic, "The Pitt" really excels at showcasing the day-to-day challenges that plague routine health care work -- the extent to which that grinds some folks down, and how others cope. This season draws attention to pedestrian issues, including the burdens of documentation and charting, unreliable "virtual" interpreters who leave patients marooned and unable to communicate when they malfunction, and the brutal logistics of rape kits (including how frequently they're not even picked up).
A crisis is brewing, of course. Some factors external to the hospital will bend the staff's everyday struggles into the kind of cathartic story we associate with prestige TV. But it's a testament to "The Pitt's" workaday competence that this show feels like a well-oiled machine -- watchable and rewarding -- even without one.
The Pitt, Season 2 (15 episodes) is streaming on HBO Max.
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Movies
'No Other Choice': Four stars and a full body count
Park Chan-wook's latest masterwork is a wicked comedy of capitalism and homicide.

Lee Byung-hun stars as a man who turns to murder after losing his job in "No Other Choice." (Neon)


By Ty Burr | 2026-01-08
"I'd kill for that job," you say, but would you really? Maybe in this economy, and maybe if you lived in a society where what you did for a living defined everything about you: social status, wife and children, the respect of your peers, your existence as a man. I'm not talking about the United States -- no, no, of course I'm not -- but South Korea, the setting for Park Chan-wook's wicked comedy of capitalism and homicide, "No Other Choice."
Park is a master of dark delights, with a string of classics that include "Oldboy" (2003), "The Handmaiden" (2016) and "Decision to Leave" (2022); he's a little like a South Korean Hitchcock with a more evil sense of fun and a buried undercurrent of social outrage. Here, he takes a 1997 Donald E. Westlake novel, "The Ax," and applies it to his home country with malice aforethought. The result is an entertainment that draws blood.
Our hero is Man-su (Lee Byung-hun), who has worked his way up over the years to a supervisory position at a paper factory, allowing him to buy his childhood home and live in bourgeois luxury with wife Min-ri (Son Ye-jin), teen stepson Si-one (Kim Woo Seung) and their young cello-prodigy daughter Ri-one (Choi So Yul). All is well until the plant is bought by Americans and Man-su is let go along with other employees, leading to a hilariously awful human-resources retreat where the laid-off men learn useless mantras to shore up their shattered self-confidence.
Man-su vows to find work but instead suffers through a Kafkaesque round of interviews that seem specifically designed to humiliate job seekers. He works retail, sees his wife take a position as a hygienist for a handsome dentist, frets about music lessons for his gifted daughter and ignores a not-at-all symbolic toothache before deciding with cold, desperate logic to seek out the men standing between him and gainful employment. We are in "Kind Hearts and Coronets" territory now, with a frisson of Patricia Highsmith's murderous view of human relations.
And, as in Highsmith, murder is anything but easy. The men Man-su sets his sights on are even sadder specimens than he: a drunken buffoon (Lee Sung-min) with a cheating spouse (Yeom Hye-ran), a beaten-down family man (Cha Seung-won) working in a shoe store, a pompously insecure macho man (Park Hee-soon). "No Other Choice" plays Man-su's misadventures as pitch-black comedy that every so often erupts into slapstick, as in a riotous three-way brawl between the buffoon, his wife and Man-su. The laughs get more grimly perverse the longer the movie goes on, and the fury at a system that pits these men against one another is a given, even if they're too busy eating each other alive to see it.

Choi So Yul and Son Ye-jin in "No Other Choice." (Neon)


The Westlake novel has been adapted before, as a 2005 Costa-Gavras movie called "The Ax" that saw only a European release; the new film is dedicated to the 92-year-old director, who assisted Park in the long gestation of "No Other Choice." With a screenplay credited to Park, his frequent collaborators Lee Kyoung-mi and Lee Ja-hye, and Canadian actor-director Don McKellar, the film paints a caustic picture of South Korean society that could extend to many other countries and cultures, including our own.
Of course, in an English-language version, the hero might not possess a talent for shaping miniature bonsai trees that comes in handy when it comes to body disposal. (The production design of Man-su's house, an explosion of greenery in a sterile Seoul, is one of the movie's many pleasures.) But he might have a spouse who suspects the worst and weighs that against her suburban creature comforts. In a heroically funny lead performance, Lee Byung-hun conveys the existential agony of a man holding it together on the outside while inside he's coming apart, and he's matched step for step by Son as the wife, whose pragmatism goes much further than her husband thinks.
They're all villains and victims of a societal structure that, in the words of more than one character here, gives them "no other choice." But every waking moment obeying that structure is a choice, and Man-su taking his culture's Darwinian imperative to its bloody logical conclusion is a choice. Such choices have consequences, even if they're not the ones you expect. There are winners in "No Other Choice," but as Park makes clear in the film's quietly devastating final images, they've won at a cost that hollows the soul. No translation necessary.
R. At area theaters. Contains violence, language and some sexual content. In Korean, with English subtitles. 139 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Movies
Nick Reiner's attorney withdraws, plea postponed in parents' murder case
Alan Jackson said "circumstances beyond our control" forced him to stop representing Reiner, who is charged with killing Rob Reiner and Michele Singer Reiner.




By Maeve Reston, Samantha Chery | 2026-01-07

Nick Reiner made no plea on Jan. 7. His high-profile attorney, Alan Jackson, withdrew as counsel, and a public defender took over.


LOS ANGELES -- Nick Reiner's high-profile attorney, Alan Jackson, withdrew from the case Wednesday, during a court hearing where Reiner had been expected to enter a plea for two first-degree murder charges in the fatal stabbing of his parents, the renowned filmmaker Rob Reiner, 78, and photographer Michele Singer Reiner, 70.
Nick Reiner's arraignment has been postponed until Feb. 23, while a public defender takes over his case.
Jackson, a defense attorney who previously represented Kevin Spacey and Harvey Weinstein, asked to be removed from the case after a private discussion in Judge Theresa McGonigle's chambers.
"Circumstances beyond our control, but more importantly circumstances beyond Nick's control, have dictated that, sadly, [and] made it impossible for us to continue our representation of Nick," he said at a news conference after the hearing, adding that he is "legally and ... ethically prohibited from explaining all the reasons why."
Jackson said he and his firm remain "deeply, deeply committed" to Reiner, and criticized what he characterized as media speculation about the case, which shocked people around the world after the elder Reiners -- widely respected members of the Hollywood A-list -- were found stabbed to death in the main bedroom of their Los Angeles home on Dec. 14.
"Me and my team, we dropped everything for the last three weeks. We have devoted literally every waking hour to protecting Nick and his interests. We've investigated this matter top to bottom, back to front," he said. "What we've learned, and you can take this to the bank, is that -- pursuant to the laws of this state, pursuant to the law in California -- Nick Reiner is not guilty of murder," Jackson said. "Print that."
A spokesperson representing Reiner family members, including Nick's sister Romy and brother Jake, said "they have the utmost trust in the legal process and will not comment further on matters related to the legal proceedings."
Reiner, 32, was arrested Dec. 14 near the University of Southern California campus, hours after police found his parents' bodies. He is being held in Twin Towers Correctional Facility without bail.
The Los Angeles County district attorney charged him two days later. If convicted, Reiner could face up to life in prison without parole or the death penalty, although no decision has been made yet about seeking a death sentence.
Reiner briefly made a court appearance the week of his arrest, but his arraignment was postponed at the request of Jackson.
"There are very, very complex and serious issues that are associated with this case. Those need to be thoroughly but very carefully dealt with," Jackson added following that hearing.
On Wednesday, Reiner arrived to the Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center in brown clothing and close-shaved hair, and briefly conferred with Jackson and other attorneys through plexiglass as he sat in an enclosed area for defendants.
After sitting down, Reiner quietly stared straight ahead, expressionless. His attorneys spoke to the judge briefly and intermittently conferred with Reiner before Jackson announced his withdrawal from the case.
Los Angeles County Public Defender Ricardo Garcia appeared with Nick Reiner's new attorney, Kimberly Greene, at a news conference after the hearing. He said they had learned only Tuesday night their office would be taking over Reiner's case.
"We've had no contact with the family," Greene said, adding that she will discuss Reiner's plea with him but had spoken to the defendant only "for about 30 seconds this morning."
In a statement for the prosecution, Los Angeles County District Attorney Nathan Hochman affirmed Reiner's right to a lawyer "who will zealously represent [his] interests," but added: "We are fully confident that a jury will convict Nick Reiner beyond a reasonable doubt of the brutal murders of his parents."

Alan Jackson, the attorney for Nick Reiner, arrives in court Wednesday in Los Angeles. (Damian Dovarganes/AP)


For years, Reiner has struggled with drug abuse, with several stints in rehab. He also fought with his parents often. "Being Charlie," the loosely autobiographical 2015 film based on his experiences that was co-written by Reiner and directed by his father, reflected their tense family dynamic. One of Reiner's final arguments with his parents reportedly happened when he had been behaving strangely at a holiday party hosted by Conan O'Brien, according to a person with knowledge of the party, who spoke on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the topic.
Jake Reiner, 34, and Romy Reiner, 28, wrote in a statement last month that "words cannot even begin to describe the unimaginable pain we are experiencing every moment of the day. We are grateful for the outpouring of condolences, kindness, and support we have received not only from family and friends but people from all walks of life. We now ask for respect and privacy, for speculation to be tempered with compassion and humanity, and for our parents to be remembered for the incredible lives they lived and the love they gave."
Other tributes had also poured in from close entertainer friends Billy and Janice Crystal, Martin Short and Larry David, and from Democratic political figures including Barack and Michelle Obama, Kamala Harris and Nancy Pelosi.
Rob Reiner won two Emmy Awards for his role in "All in the Family." He also directed several critically acclaimed films such as "This Is Spinal Tap," "When Harry Met Sally ..." and "The Princess Bride." Singer Reiner was a photographer known for taking Donald Trump's photo for his 1987 book "The Art of the Deal."
The Reiners, who met on the set of "When Harry Met Sally ..." and were married to each other for 36 years, collaborated on film projects and political activism, advocating for early-childhood education and the legalization of same-sex marriage at the state and national levels.
Chery reported from Washington. Amy Kaufman contributed to this report from Los Angeles.
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Music
Bela Fleck on dropping his Kennedy Center shows: 'Not canceling is taking a side'
The acclaimed banjoist says playing at an arts institution remolded by President Donald Trump would be a political statement, and he didn't want to make one.

Bela Fleck had performed at the Kennedy Center several times before canceling an upcoming concert with the National Symphony Orchestra, citing the "charged and political" atmosphere at the arts center. (Hazel Coonagh)


By Travis Andrews | 2026-01-08
Acclaimed banjoist Bela Fleck announced Tuesday that he had pulled out of a trio of National Symphony Orchestra concerts he was set to participate in at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, saying that appearing there "has become charged and political." He joins numerous other artists who have canceled appearances since President Donald Trump took over the center last year.
Since 1987, Fleck has earned 43 Grammy nominations and 18 wins by playing his banjo and fusing bluegrass with jazz as a solo artist, with New Grass Revival and leading his band, Bela Fleck and the Flecktones. In other words, he's the sort of artist the Kennedy Center has traditionally booked -- and he's performed there several times over the years. Fleck even has an upcoming project with opera singer Renee Fleming, a former artistic adviser for the center who quit after the center's new board fired former president Deborah Rutter last February.
Fleck planned to perform again next month with the National Symphony Orchestra, participating in a segment of a program titled "American Mosaic," which the Kennedy Center website describes as "a true celebration of American music" that features "video imagery, live narration, and quintessential American melodies to celebrate the land, people, and spirit of the United States for its 250th birthday."
But it isn't the same Kennedy Center that Fleck has frequented. It's now chaired by the sitting president and led by his loyalists. The programming changed. The name changed. To Fleck, it has become politicized.
Fleck does not want his decision to seem politically motivated. He wants to remain as nonpolitical as possible but says he felt like playing at the center would be a political statement. And he didn't want to make one.
"I have withdrawn from my upcoming performance with the NSO at The Kennedy Center. Performing there has become charged and political, at an institution where the focus should be on the music," Fleck wrote Tuesday in an Instagram post. "I look forward to playing with the NSO another time in the future when we can together share and celebrate art."
Kennedy Center President Richard Grenell immediately responded on X, writing to Fleck, "You just made it political and caved to the woke mob who wants you to perform for only Lefties. This mob pressuring you will never be happy until you only play for Democrats. The Trump Kennedy Center believes all people are welcome -- Democrats and Republicans and people uninterested in politics. We want performers who aren't political -- who simply love entertaining everyone regardless of who they voted for."
The next day, as Fleck's decision was lauded by some fans and peers and criticized by others on social media, The Washington Post spoke to the banjoist by phone about his decision.
This conversation has been edited for length and clarity.
Can you talk about what the center and the NSO mean to you, and how you came to this decision?
The Kennedy Center always seemed like an elite place to play. Every time I've gotten to play there has been a special occasion, a career high. It is an elite place to play and a very special opportunity that I was very much looking forward to. I'm also a fan of the orchestra. I've been doing classical-oriented collaboration for a while, starting with my first banjo concerto.
I was so thankful when this gig came up and was proposed. I was thrilled. So it's a big deal to walk away from it.

Fleck onstage during the Grammys premiere ceremony in 2025 in Los Angeles. (Leon Bennett/Getty Images)


Can you walk me through the calculus that went into making the decision to withdraw?
I like to play for all kinds of people. I don't just want to play to people with my own political point of view -- which I'm not saying what it is, but it's probably obvious. I like to play for everybody, and I don't like to be political. It's sort of the last thing I want to do because I think the music does its own work.
If you take a political point of view, you just alienate half the potential audience, which has never been my intention -- and isn't my intention now.
When you're trying to decide what to do about a situation like this, it's linked to that very feeling of not wanting to choose sides and alienate people, but also not wanting the music to be about that choice. The music should be itself and stand aside from whatever's happening the world.
[In this program,] it's just great music from a hundred years ago ... a celebration of great music that was made a long time ago and stood the test of time.
I've been interested in the idea the new leadership of the Kennedy Center put forth, claiming that the art that was there before they took over was political. The center is not a place where I think of seeing particularly politicized art that often. Sure, sometimes, but not usually.
I don't know. I'm not an expert on that. That's the other reason I don't like to get political, because if I start getting questioned intently by someone who has a different point of view, I have to have the facts and figures to back up my side of the conversation, and I don't. I haven't made my life's work being an expert on the political aspects of each situation. I know what I feel in my heart.
I am an expert at playing the banjo and making music. That's what I know how to do. So generally, I try to stay as far from politics as possible. I think bluegrass is a kind of music that reaches all kinds of people, and I think the progressive side of my music speaks for itself.
The kinds of music I play with people from different parts of the world is very inclusive and very collaborative, and I want those dialogues with people that are different from me.

Fleck performs with the Nashville Symphony in 2023. (Terry Wyatt/Getty Images)


When you're making this decision, was there a particular point where you felt like, now if I play, my music will be politicized in a way that I don't intend for it to be?
As this Kennedy Center thing became more and more charged, it wasn't any longer something where I'm under the radar playing this gig. I am actually taking a position by playing at the Kennedy Center now.
By not canceling, I'm taking a position, and I don't want to take that position.
That's what it really comes down to: I don't want to take a position, but whatever I do is taking a position.
Was the name change the final straw, or was this something that had already been weighing on you?
I talked to the folks at the Kennedy Center about stepping out some months ago, and we've been having that dialogue. When I made that decision, it didn't get acted on. It didn't happen. So I've actually been trying to step away for a good while. It just got to a point where it wasn't happening, and it needed to clearly be done.
I didn't want to take sides. I know that for a lot of people, this means I'm taking sides.
I'm looking at the crap people say on X. Ninety percent of the people seem to think I'm a woman, so I know there are people who have no idea who I am or what my music is about anyway.
Then the reaction of Richard Grenell is exactly what I'm talking about. That's what I don't want to be a part of. Now his point of view is like, "Okay, well, you're the one who cancels, so you're taking a side."
But for me, not canceling is taking a side.

"I just don't think I should be playing there right now in this climate," Fleck says. "That's really all it is. And when it's not like this, I would love to play there." (Jesse Borrell)


These things tend to snowball in this way, where whatever your original intent, it is kind of lost in the culture war arguments that take place online. Is there anything you want to say to clarify what you're doing and how you feel?
Some people are saying things like: "If you really wanted to not make a statement, then you wouldn't have made a statement. You would have quietly canceled and not said anything."
But the thing is, it went on so long, it's gotten so close to the gig, and it hasn't been canceled. So I felt it was important to actually cancel it out loud. Because there are people that thought I was going to be playing there.
The awkward part is there are people that are going to go, "Oh, you know, you're riding this." That's not my intention.
I just don't think I should be playing there right now in this climate. That's really all it is. And when it's not like this, I would love to play there.
And mostly, I'd love to play with this orchestra.
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Washington Commanders
Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore arrested on weapons-related charges
Lattimore, who was acquired before the 2024 trade deadline, was already a candidate to be released after a disappointing stint in Washington. 

(John McDonnell/for The Washington Post)


By Tom Schad, Tashan Reed | 2026-01-08

Marshon Lattimore's future in Washington is cloudy after a disappointing one-plus seasons. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


Washington Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore was arrested Wednesday after failing to disclose the presence of a firearm during a traffic stop in his native Ohio.
Lattimore, 29, was a passenger in a vehicle pulled over by Lakewood Police for expired plates and other traffic violations, according to police spokesperson Gary Stone. Stone said that during the course of the stop, Lattimore did not inform the responding officer that there was a 9mm handgun in the glove compartment when asked.
According an incident report, Lattimore was arrested on suspicion of carrying a concealed weapon and improperly handling firearms in a motor vehicle, which are misdemeanors. He was briefly booked into jail, Stone said, and released in a matter of hours without bail, pending further investigation. He could be formally charged and make an initial appearance in court as early as next week.
Lattimore's attorney, Marcus Sidoti, told The Washington Post that the Commanders cornerback is cooperating fully with law enforcement.
"To be clear, my client is not in custody, nor has he been charged at this time," Sidoti wrote in an email. "We appreciate the public's patience as this matter proceeds through the appropriate investigative channels."
A team spokesperson said Thursday that the Commanders had been made aware of Lattimore's arrest and were gathering more information.
"We have informed the NFL League Office and have no further comment at this time," the spokesperson said.
Lattimore's arrest comes during a period of uncertainty about his future in Washington. A four-time Pro Bowl selection who was once among the most dominant players at his position, Lattimore arrived in Washington at the trade deadline in 2024 with hopes he would be a difference-maker. But he has so far failed to live up to those expectations. He battled various injuries in 2024 and then suffered a torn ACL in November, bringing his 2025 season to a premature end.
Lattimore remains under contract in 2026, but his salary is not guaranteed and he carries a salary cap hit of $18.5 million, making him a candidate to be released, for financial purposes, even before this week's events.
Lattimore, who starred at Ohio State, was arrested in the Cleveland area in 2021 under similar circumstances. In that incident, he was also the passenger in a car and failed to disclose the presence of a firearm, which police later found had been reported as stolen. Lattimore ultimately pleaded guilty to carrying a concealed weapon and served six months of probation.
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