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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Sen. Klobuchar files paperwork to run for Minnesota governor
        Amy B Wang, Theodoric Meyer

        Klobuchar is likely to jump into the race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement earlier this month that he would drop his reelection bid.

      

      
        Mapping where the redistricting fight stands and where it's headed
        Nick Mourtoupalas, Patrick Marley

        As Trump pushes for a more Republican-friendly House map, more than half a dozen states are potential targets for mid-decade tweaks to congressional boundaries.

      

      
        Jack Smith defends cases against Trump in high-stakes House hearing
        Jeremy Roebuck, Mariana Alfaro

        Former special counsel Jack Smith returned to Capitol Hill to offer his first public testimony defending his efforts to prosecute Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump sues JPMorgan, Jamie Dimon over cutting off banking access
        Rachel Lerman, Andrew Ackerman

        President Donald Trump filed suit against JPMorgan Chase and its CEO, Jamie Dimon, saying the bank abruptly closed his accounts.

      

      
        House passes DHS funding bill despite Democratic opposition over ICE
        Riley Beggin

        Lawmakers are still on track to prevent another government shutdown at the end of the month.

      

      
        After 'good' Trump meeting, Zelensky pushes Europe hard to do more
        Lizzie Johnson

        President Trump and White House envoy Steve Witkoff have said a deal to resolve nearly four years of war between Russia and Ukraine is close.

      

      
        Judge in Minnesota rejected federal attempt to charge journalist Don Lemon
        Jeremy Roebuck, Perry Stein

        Attorney General Pam Bondi announced the arrests of Nekima Levy Armstrong, a civil rights attorney; Chauntyll Louisa Allen, a member of St. Paul's school board; and William Kelly

      

      
        Trump's new arts commission signals support for White House ballroom
        Dan Diamond, Jonathan Edwards

        The president's handpicked members of the Commission of Fine Arts are set to review the planned project. The White House hopes to win their approval by March.

      

      
        What are the chances the midterms are never held? Answers to your questions.
        Karen Tumulty

        Our chief political correspondent took your questions during her live chat.

      

      
        Internet defrosts jokes as Cruz is seen departing Texas ahead of winter storm
        Adela Suliman

        The senator once dubbed "Flyin' Ted" for a Cancun trip during a Texas storm was spotted en route to California as more harsh weather approaches. His office said it was a planned work trip.

      

      
        European populists broke with Trump on Greenland as national goals diverged
        Aaron Wiener

        The split between ideological allies showed the limits of the U.S. president's with-me-or-against-me politics, and a key obstacle to cooperation among nationalist parties.

      

      
        Jasmine Crockett is daring Democrats to rethink electability. Some aren't sold.
        Liz Goodwin

        "I get that I'm not a traditional candidate. And that's exactly why I'm going to win," the Texas Democrat said. Not everyone in her party sees it that way.

      

      
        What ICE is doing that's so controversial
        Amber Phillips

        Americans are turning against ICE, polls show, yet its reach is expected only to grow.

      

      
        White House fences off park as Trump begins new building project
        Dan Diamond, Olivia George

        Officials said Lafayette Square, the public park next to the White House, will be improved as part of Trump's America 250 celebration.

      

      
        Newsom says he was blocked from entering USA House at Davos
        Brianna Tucker, Maeve Reston

        California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) had come to the Davos forum to rebut President Donald Trump on the world stage.

      

      
        House Oversight Committee votes to hold Clintons in contempt of Congress
        Kadia  Goba, Shayna Jacobs

        Bill and Hillary Clinton have refused to meet with the committee regarding its investigation into Jeffrey Epstein.

      

      
        Judge strikes down Republican congressional district in New York
        Patrick Marley

        The decision hands Democrats a likely victory amid a nationwide political brawl over congressional lines.

      

      
        Supreme Court appears likely to allow Lisa Cook to remain on Fed board
        Justin Jouvenal, Andrew Ackerman

        Such a decision, which would hold while a lawsuit challenging her removal plays out, would prevent Trump from exerting greater influence over the powerful central bank.

      

      
        U.S. military to move up to 7,000 ISIS detainees from Syria to Iraq
        Dan Lamothe, Loveday Morris, Mustafa Salim

        The mission followed a jailbreak earlier this week amid an advance by Syrian government forces into parts of the country long held by U.S. partners.

      

      
        Trump hails 'framework' of Greenland deal, reversing tariff threats
        Emily Davies, Cat Zakrzewski, Michael Birnbaum

        The announcement was the latest head-spinning twist in his effort to seize Greenland from Denmark despite Danish and Greenlandic objections that the island is not for sale.

      

      
        Democrats seek to block Homeland Security funding over ICE concerns
        Riley Beggin, Marianna Sotomayor

        The spending bill is set for a vote Thursday, and it's not clear if it will have enough support to pass.

      

      
        Judge blocks government from searching data seized from Post reporter
        Perry Stein

        Government officials may not examine electronic devices seized from a Post reporter until litigation stemming from the search of her home is settled, a judge rules.

      

      
        Federal appeals court upholds Maryland gun control restrictions
        Salvador Rizzo

        In a federal lawsuit, a group of gun owners and advocacy groups argued that state bans against firearms in public places such as schools or hospitals violate the Second Amendment.

      

      
        Highlights: Trump seeks negotiations for Greenland in Davos speech
        Cat Zakrzewski, Emily Davies, Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Adela Suliman

        His remarks to the annual World Economic Forum come as European leaders try to de-escalate tensions with the U.S. over Trump's plan to acquire Greenland.

      

      
        Former NFL sidelines reporter Michele Tafoya runs for Senate in Minnesota
        Matthew Choi

        Tafoya cited her work on TV in her campaign announcement, saying the job "taught me about how leadership really works."
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Politics
Sen. Klobuchar files paperwork to run for Minnesota governor
Klobuchar is likely to jump into the race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement earlier this month that he would drop his reelection bid.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota), seen at a hearing on Capitol Hill in December, is expected to formally announce her candidacy for Minnesota governor in the coming days. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-22
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota) has filed paperwork to run for governor, preparing to jump into a race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement earlier this month that he would drop his reelection bid in the wake of a welfare-fraud investigation that has drawn the national spotlight.
Klobuchar, 65, would step into the governor's race during a period of tumult in Minnesota. The Trump administration has targeted Minneapolis, especially its substantial population of Somali immigrants, in its enforcement crackdown. The city has been embroiled in unease and resistance after an ICE officer fatally shot Renee Good.
The state had already been reeling from other recent tragedies, including a shooting at a Minneapolis Catholic school in August that killed two children and injured 17 people, as well as the politically motivated shootings of two Democratic state lawmakers and their spouses last summer.
Walz, who was the 2024 Democratic vice-presidential nominee, decided not to seek a third term as governor in part because of growing attacks by President Donald Trump and his allies over welfare fraud investigations in Minnesota. The ongoing probe started several years ago and federal authorities in Minnesota charged numerous people in 2022, accusing 47 people of misusing $250 million meant to feed children during the pandemic. But attention from right-wing influencers and Trump's supporters has renewed attention to the issue online.
A person close to Klobuchar, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss her plans, described the filing on Thursday as a preliminary step for candidates considering running. Klobuchar is expected to announce her campaign in the coming days, the person said.
Klobuchar, the No. 3 Senate Democrat in party leadership, has spent nearly two decades in the Senate. In 2024, she won reelection to her fourth term by nearly 16 points, running far ahead of Kamala Harris, who carried Minnesota by about four points. Klobuchar also ran in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, casting herself as a Midwestern pragmatist who could appeal to voters across the political spectrum.
If Klobuchar vacates her seat, Walz could appoint a temporary replacement before a special election to fill out the remainder of her term, according to Minnesota statute. Klobuchar is not up for reelection in the Senate until 2030.
The Minnesota governor's race is not the only contest in the state that has been shaken up this year. Minnesota's other Democratic senator, Tina Smith, is not running for reelection. Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan and Rep. Angie Craig are running in the Democratic primary to succeed her.
Republicans recruited Michele Tafoya, a former television sports reporter, in an attempt to flip the seat, though no Republican has won a Senate race in Minnesota since 2002.
Walz won reelection in 2022 by about eight percentage points, and Democrats are still considered to have the advantage. However, Republicans are sure to try to tie the welfare-fraud scandal to Klobuchar, if she runs. A crowded field of GOP candidates is also seeking the governor's office, including Minnesota House Speaker Lisa Demuth and MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell.
If Klobuchar runs for Minnesota governor, she would be the fourth senator this year seeking to leave the chamber for a shot at a governor's mansion. Sens. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee), Michael Bennet (D-Colorado) and Tommy Tuberville (R-Alabama) are also running to be governors of their respective states.
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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Politics
Mapping where the redistricting fight stands and where it's headed
As Trump pushes for a more Republican-friendly House map, more than half a dozen states are potential targets for mid-decade tweaks to congressional boundaries.

(The Washington Post)


By Nick Mourtoupalas, Patrick Marley | 2026-01-22
The redistricting arms race sparked by President Donald Trump's push to draw new congressional lines in Texas has both parties scrambling to rethink the political map.
Republicans in four states -- Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio and Texas -- have adopted maps more favorable to their party since this summer. Democrats have responded by drawing a friendlier map for themselves in California and kicking off a lengthy process to do the same in Virginia.
In Indiana, GOP state senators rejected Trump's push to redraw the state's congressional map after months of pressure. Officials in a few other states are considering adopting new districts.
A judge recently approved a new map for Utah that will likely give Democrats a seat there, and courts are considering challenges elsewhere. In January, a panel of federal judges allowed California's new map to stand, giving Democrats a victory.
The Supreme Court weighed in on one of the biggest prizes -- Texas -- in early December, clearing the way for the map to take effect after a three-judge panel had previously ruled against it. The high court ruling was a victory for Trump and his party.
Implementing new maps is easier said than done. Many states are bound by laws that dictate when and how redistricting can happen. States typically draw new district lines once a decade, after each census, or if a map is struck down in court. There is also a tight timeline to get changes into place before the midterm elections in 2026.
Republicans hold a 218-213 House majority, with four vacancies, and any change to the congressional map could determine which party controls the House next term.
Here's a look at some of the targets and the steps involved to change political boundaries in these states. And whether the districts leaned toward Trump or Democratic nominee Kamala Harris in the 2024 presidential election.
The redistricting battle began with Texas, where Trump pressed Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to draw congressional boundaries with more safely red seats. Republicans complied and approved a map that could give them up to five more seats. Voting rights groups sued, and a three-judge panel struck down the new map as a racial gerrymander. The Supreme Court ruling ensured the new map will take effect.
Republicans control 25 of Texas's 38 House seats. The new map is more partisan and includes 30 districts that recorded double-digit vote margins for Trump in the 2024 presidential election. Two Democratic House members from Texas -- Rep. Henry Cuellar in the 28th District and Rep. Vicente Gonzalez in the 34th -- represent districts that split the ticket and favored Trump in 2024. Both districts have been redrawn to shift further to the right.
California was the second state to jump into the redistricting battle. In response to the potential Republican pickups in Texas, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and state Democrats proposed a new map that would potentially turn five House seats blue, evening the score with the actions in Texas.
Approving new federal and state district maps wasn't as easy as in Texas. California normally uses an independent commission to draw congressional and state legislative districts, which was put in place to make map-drawing less political. Lawmakers sought permission to sidestep the commission to adopt a new map, and voters signed off on the idea in November.
The map California used in the 2024 elections was already deeply blue, with Democrats holding all but nine of the state's 52 House seats. But many of the districts were considered competitive. In 2024, the presidential vote margin in 15 congressional districts was 10 points or less. The new map shifted most of the state's competitive districts toward the left.
Republican state lawmakers in October approved a new map that will  probably give them another district. Already, Republicans hold 10 of the state's 14 districts.
Republicans control both houses of the legislature, and they quickly approved the new map. North Carolina's constitution does not give the governor the power to veto redistricting plans, so Gov. Josh Stein (D) was unable to block the map.
A group of voters sued, but, in a November decision, a panel of three federal judges allowed the new map to be used.
Missouri Gov. Mike Kehoe (R) called a special legislative session beginning Sept. 3 to push through a mid-decade congressional redistricting plan, dubbed the "Missouri First Map."
The plan cleared both chambers and was signed by Kehoe. The new map would squeeze an additional red seat by carving up the 5th District, held by Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II (D). This solid-blue district, which includes Kansas City, heavily favored Harris in 2024.
Dividing Kansas City for a new GOP seat leaves only one solid-blue district in Missouri -- the 1st District around St. Louis. That is a majority-minority district and protected by the Voting Rights Act.
A judge in November ordered a new map for Utah that will likely give Democrats one of the state's four congressional districts. Her ruling came after an earlier decision found the state's map violated the Utah Constitution by improperly splitting Salt Lake County.
Ohio's bipartisan redistricting commission approved a new map on Oct. 31, giving Republicans better odds in winning two more House seats.
With bipartisan approval in the commission, the map does not need approval from the Republican-held state legislature. The state was required to create a new congressional map ahead of the 2026 midterms after the state Supreme Court struck down the map drawn after the 2020 Census. In 2022, the Ohio Redistricting Commission adopted a map that could be used only until 2026.
Republicans control 10 of the 15 seats in Ohio, and will have better odds in two seats under the new compromise map. The 1st District, represented by Democratic Rep. Greg Landsman, will slightly favor Republicans. The 9th District, represented by Democratic Rep. Marcy Kaptur, will have a larger Republican advantage than it already does. The 13th District, represented by Democratic Rep. Emilia Sykes, will lean slightly Democratic.
Republicans in Indiana's state House in December approved a new map but their GOP counterparts in the state Senate rejected it a week later. It marked the biggest rebuke yet from members of Trump's own party to his redistricting effort.
The map Republicans proposed would have allowed them to win all nine of the state's congressional districts. Currently, they hold seven of them.
The now-rejected map was aimed at wiping out the electoral prospects of Rep. Frank J. Mrvan (D), whose district includes the edges of suburban Chicago, and Rep. Andre Carson, who represents Indianapolis and is the only Black member of the state's congressional delegation.
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) and some Democratic state lawmakers are pushing for a new map that would likely give them all the state's congressional districts. Democrats already hold seven of the state's eight seats and a new map would give them a shot at laying claim to the one held by Rep. Andy Harris (R-Maryland), the chairman of the House Freedom Caucus.
An advisory commission recommended a new map in January, but its proposal has split Democrats who control the state legislature. Some Democrats are pushing for quick approval of the map, but Maryland state Senate President Bill Ferguson (D), long an opponent of redistricting in the middle of the decade, is prepared to fight it. He called the proposed map "objectively unconstitutional."
Republicans promised to sue if lawmakers approve the new map.
In January, a New York judge invalidated the district· held by Republican Rep. Nicole Malliotakis, finding that its makeup violates a provision of the state constitution that protects the voting rights of racial minorities. He ordered state officials to draw new boundaries for the district, which includes Staten Island and part of Brooklyn. A new, more racially diverse district will likely give Democrats a good chance of winning the seat.
An appeal is expected.
Illinois jumped into the redistricting story when Gov. JB Pritzker (D) invited Texas Democratic lawmakers in August to stay in suburban Chicago when they fled their state to stall the Republican redistricting efforts.
Pritzker has been vocal about the redistricting battle nationally, and Illinois state lawmakers have full control of the map-drawing process. But the impact of any map changes could be limited here -- Democrats hold 14 out of the state's 17 House seats, and the map is already carved largely in Democrats' favor.
Florida's congressional map has shifted in favor of Republicans in recent years. The GOP picked up four seats after Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) pushed state lawmakers to redraw the map in 2022.
Florida House Speaker Daniel Perez (R) told state lawmakers he is creating a "select committee" on congressional redistricting, and a few more districts could shift toward the GOP. The committee will meet early this month and the legislature could take up a map after that.
The state constitution has a "Fair Districts" amendment that says districts cannot be drawn to favor any one political party, and any changes to the map could be challenged in court. Five congressional districts had 2024 presidential vote margins within 10 points, and all of those seats are held by Democrats.
Maeve Reston, Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report. Data analysis by Lenny Bronner. Presidential results for the proposed new districts are from a Washington Post analysis of 2024 precinct election results and data from Redistricting Partners.
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Justice
Jack Smith defends cases against Trump in high-stakes House hearing
Former special counsel Jack Smith returned to Capitol Hill to offer his first public testimony defending his efforts to prosecute Donald Trump.

Former special counsel Jack Smith testifies at the U.S. Capitol on Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Jeremy Roebuck, Mariana Alfaro | 2026-01-22
Former special counsel Jack Smith offered a robust defense Thursday of his derailed efforts to prosecute Donald Trump, telling lawmakers in his first public testimony that the president "willfully broke the very laws that he took an oath to uphold."
Those remarks kicked off what quickly devolved into a contentious showdown between the former Justice Department official who twice indicted the then-former president and Republicans on Capitol Hill, who have aimed to paint Smith's investigations as driven by partisan politics.
Though Smith sat for a closed-door deposition before many of those lawmakers in December, he had sought for months to make his case publicly. Thursday's televised hearing before the House Judiciary Committee granted him the opportunity to try to puncture what has become a central tenet of Trump's second term: that Smith and others weaponized law enforcement against him and deserve to be punished for those efforts.
"It was always about politics," committee chairman Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) remarked at the start of the proceedings, accusing Smith and his team of meddling in "the democratic process by seeking to muscle a candidate for a high office."
Smith told lawmakers he stood by his decision to charge Trump in two felony indictments -- the first focused on his alleged mishandling of classified documents, the second on his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election.
"If asked whether to prosecute a former president based on the same facts today, I would do so regardless of whether that President was a Republican or a Democrat," Smith said. "No one should be above the law in our country, and the law required that he be held to account. So that is what I did."
Smith said his team had amassed "overwhelming evidence" to support the charges and that he was confident they would have secured convictions had he not been  compelled to abandon both cases after Trump's election to a second term.  His team, he added, conducted their investigations lawfully and consistent with Justice Department standards.
"The evidence here made clear that President Trump was by a large measure the most culpable and most responsible person in this conspiracy," Smith said of the election interference case.
"These crimes were committed for his benefit. The attack that happened at the Capitol, part of this case, does not happen without him. The other co-conspirators were doing this for his benefit."
Smith's testimony Thursday offered few new insights into his work, much of which he's described in detail in court filings over the past several years and in his December deposition before the committee, a transcript of which was released last month.
That turned much of the hearing into a jousting match between Democrats and Republicans who, in their questioning of Smith, sought to wrest control of the public narrative surrounding his investigations.
Underscoring the political theater of the moment and the tensions at the heart of that fight, a shouting match erupted during a brief break in the proceedings between Michael Fanone, a former police officer who defended the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and right-wing provocateur Ivan Raiklin.
Smith, though, betrayed little emotion throughout his testimony even while facing barrages from the Republicans.
Though they endeavored Thursday to portray Smith as part of a broader Democratic conspiracy intent upon putting Trump and his allies in prison, Republicans offered few new lines of attack, and Smith was blunt in his denials of  any impropriety.
"Maybe they're not your political enemies, but they sure as hell were Joe Biden's political enemies, weren't they? They were [Kamala] Harris's political enemies," Rep. Darrell Issa (R-California) said. "They were the enemies of the president. And you were their arm, weren't you?"
Smith calmly responded: "No."
Jordan  seized upon subpoenas Smith's team obtained to secretly review the phone records of nine Republican senators as part of the investigations into Trump's actions in the lead-up to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Smith defended those requests, noting the subpoenas were essential to tracking phone calls made from the White House that day to Trump's allies in the Senate as he sought to delay certification of the 2020 election results.
The records only provided a log of the times and lengths of those phone calls and text messages and did not disclose the contents of any senators' communications. Ultimately, Smith blamed Trump for the need to obtain the records.
He likewise pushed back on Republican attempts to suggest a $20,000 payment his team made to a confidential source as part of their investigation was improper.
Smith said he had approved the payment to the source who was "reviewing video and photographic" evidence and could not recall any other similar payments. He did not provide details on what information that source may have provided to investigators.
Despite his desire to publicly defend the work of his team, Smith's testimony Thursday came with some element of personal risk.
Trump has repeatedly called for his prosecution. He reiterated those demands in a Truth Social post during the hearing.
"He destroyed many lives under the guise of legitimacy. Jack Smith is a deranged animal, who shouldn't be allowed to practice Law," Trump wrote. "If he were a Republican, his license would be taken away from him, and far worse! Hopefully the Attorney General is looking at what he's done."
Smith acknowledged strict secrecy rules barred him from answering any questions about grand jury interviews or materials. He also said he was limited in what he could discuss about his team's investigation of Trump's handling of classified documents because of a court battle over the portion of his final report detailing the findings of that probe.
U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon -- who oversaw those proceedings -- issued an order last year temporarily barring the report's release. In a court filing Tuesday, Trump's personal defense lawyers urged her to permanently block the Justice Department from ever releasing the report.
Still, if Republicans believe Smith violated those restrictions Thursday, delivered false testimony or willfully sought to obstruct their oversight efforts, they could recommend he be charged with a crime.
Jordan's committee has referred one of Smith's deputies, Thomas Windom, to the Justice Department for potential prosecution on charges of obstructing Congress after he allegedly did not answer all their questions during a closed-door deposition last year. Windom has denied wrongdoing.
Rep. Becca Balint (D-Vermont) asked Smith whether he was concerned the Justice Department would find some way to indict him.
The former special counsel responded in measured tones: "I believe they will do everything in their power to do that, because they've been ordered to by the president."
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Business
Trump sues JPMorgan, Jamie Dimon over cutting off banking access
President Donald Trump filed suit against JPMorgan Chase and its CEO, Jamie Dimon, saying the bank abruptly closed his accounts.

President Donald Trump departs the White House via Marine One on Tuesday. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Lerman, Andrew Ackerman | 2026-01-22
President Donald Trump filed a lawsuit Thursday against JPMorgan Chase and its chief executive, Jamie Dimon, alleging the bank improperly closed his accounts in 2021 and sought to "blacklist" him and his family from doing business with other banks. Trump is seeking at least $5 billion in damages.
The bank closed the accounts in the aftermath of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol, doing so without advance notice and causing what the lawsuit describes as significant financial harm to the president and his hospitality companies. The sudden cutoff disrupted the companies' access to JPMorgan Chase's banking services, impaired their ability to transact and access funds, and forced them into less favorable business arrangements with other financial institutions, according to the lawsuit.
"Plaintiffs are confident that JPMC's unilateral decision came about as a result of political and social motivations, and JPMC's unsubstantiated, 'woke' beliefs that it needed to distance itself from President Trump and his conservative political views," Trump's attorneys argued in the lawsuit, which was filed in a state court in Miami.
JPMorgan Chase rejected that characterization, saying the lawsuit "has no merit" and that it does not close accounts based on politics or religion.
"We do close accounts because they create legal or regulatory risk for the company,"  the firm said. "We regret having to do so but often rules and regulatory expectations lead us to do so."
Trump and conservatives made "debanking" -- the abrupt closure of accounts or denial of services by financial institutions -- a campaign issue in 2024, arguing that major banks and regulators have systematically cut off access to capital for political or ideological reasons.
During the 2024 election cycle and afterward, Republicans and crypto executives frequently raised these concerns on the campaign trail, framing them as evidence of broader bias in the financial system and prompting legislative and regulatory responses aimed at curbing perceived discrimination in banking relationships.
Banks have pushed back on those claims, saying that they do not close accounts based on politics and that federal law obliges them to continually assess customers for legal, financial and reputational risk.
Dimon initially struck a celebratory tone toward Trump after his reelection in 2024, saying bankers were "dancing in the street" after years of tougher regulation. In recent weeks, however, Dimon has publicly diverged from Trump, suggesting a more strained relationship between the two men.
Dimon recently criticized Trump's immigration policies, in a rare public rebuke by a major U.S. corporate leader, according to CNBC. Speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, this week, Dimon said he disagreed with the president's approach even as he acknowledged efforts to secure the border. "I don't like what I'm seeing, with five grown men beating up little women," Dimon said in an apparent reference to Immigration and Customs Enforcement operations. "So I think we should calm down a little bit on the internal anger about immigration."
The divide became more visible after Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell disclosed that the Justice Department has opened a criminal investigation of the Fed, which the central bank chief described as an effort to undercut the institution's autonomy. Dimon defended the central bank, telling reporters last week that while he does not "agree with everything the Fed has done," efforts that "chip away" at its independence are "probably not a good idea."
Trump quickly pushed back, calling Dimon "wrong" and dismissing concerns about his actions toward the Fed. "It's fine what I'm doing, and we have a bad Fed person," Trump said, adding that Dimon "probably wants higher rates" and suggesting the bank executive stood to benefit financially from them.
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Politics
House passes DHS funding bill despite Democratic opposition over ICE
Lawmakers are still on track to prevent another government shutdown at the end of the month.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) speaks alongside Republican Conference Chair Lisa C. McClain (R-Michigan) and House Majority Whip Tom Emmer (R-Minnesota) on Jan. 21. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Riley Beggin | 2026-01-22
The House narrowly passed $1.2 trillion in government funding Thursday, overcoming intense Democratic opposition to funding Immigration and Customs Enforcement as the agency surges operations· in Minneapolis and other cities.
The Homeland Security funding bill -- which would allocate $64.4 billion to the department, including $10 billion for ICE -- was approved 220-207, with seven Democrats joining all but one Republican in voting yes.
Lawmakers also approved three other bills to fund the departments of Defense, Labor, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, Transportation, and Education, by a wider bipartisan margin of 341-88.
The moves should significantly lower the chances of another government shutdown at the end of the month, though the package would still need to pass the Senate before Jan. 30 to become law. Many Senate Democrats are also likely to oppose funding for ICE, but Senate leaders are expected to bundle the bills together to make it tougher for senators to vote against it. Seven Democrats would need to vote with Republicans for the funding package to get around a filibuster and pass.
Democrats have argued Congress should not approve funding for the immigration enforcement agency after officers sent to Minnesota and other states have taken action against U.S. citizens. An ICE agent shot and killed 37-year-old Renee Good this month, prompting mass demonstrations in the Twin Cities. A week later, another ICE officer shot an undocumented Venezuelan man, Julio Cesar Sosa-Celis, in the leg during an arrest. ICE also began an operation in Maine· on Wednesday.
The agency has flooded cities across the country over the past year, which President Donald Trump and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem have said is necessary to deport undocumented immigrants with criminal records. But agents have been recorded aggressively detaining individuals·, including many U.S. citizens or undocumented immigrants without violent criminal records.
Democratic negotiators on the House Appropriations Committee unsuccessfully pushed to include additional measures in the Homeland Security bill to ensure ICE does not deport U.S. citizens, to force ICE agents to use body cameras and to bar ICE agents from shooting at moving vehicles. The bill does reduce funding for ICE's enforcement and removal operations by $115 million, decrease the number of detention beds by 5,500, set aside funding for body cameras for agents, and reduce funding for Border Patrol.
"It's a joke. Real accountability means that they follow what the laws of this country are. They are moving the goalposts every single minute," said Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota).
A few Democrats shared their colleagues' outrage over ICE's actions but argued that denying Homeland Security funding would also affect other key agencies such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Transportation Security Administration. The top Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee Rep. Rosa DeLauro (Connecticut), who negotiated the legislation with Republicans, initially argued for the bill but announced Thursday afternoon that she would vote against it.
Those Democrats also argued that a shutdown or funding extension would do little to restrain the agency, which received $75 billion in the Republican tax and spending bill last year that could fund its operations even if the spending bill failed, and that blocking the measure would only give the administration more leeway to decide how Homeland Security money is spent.
Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), the top Democrat on the appropriations subcommittee for Homeland Security, said he told his caucus on Wednesday that he believes their bill is better than a temporary extension known as a continuing resolution, which would keep funding levels consistent but would not include the updated provisions.
"I have concerns, and we fought for more oversight," he said. "The problem is, when you have reconciliation they put $200 billion on [Homeland Security]. If we do a CR, it's a blank check."
Republicans, too, struggled to keep their party aligned to squeeze out enough votes necessary to pass the bills without significant Democratic support.
Days before the final vote, a group of Midwestern lawmakers pressed House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) to include a provision in the appropriations package allowing year-round sales of E-15 ethanol. The gasoline blend is generally barred from being sold in the summer throughout much of the country, and expanding access would be a boost to corn growers and a challenge for members from oil-producing districts.
Members agreed to support the package in exchange for the formation of a working group of members and stakeholders charged with recommending legislation that "balances the interest of refiners and farmers" by Feb. 25, a spokesperson with Rep. Stephanie Bice (R-Oklahoma) told The Washington Post.
Several House Freedom Caucus members also threatened to tank a procedural rule ahead of the final vote after raising concerns over billions of dollars of earmarks in the package, which direct funding to projects in members' districts. The chamber defeated two amendments to the package that would have eliminated earmarks attached to one of the bills, and 24 Republicans voted against the three-bill package, along with 64 Democrats.
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Europe
After 'good' Trump meeting, Zelensky pushes Europe hard to do more
President Trump and White House envoy Steve Witkoff have said a deal to resolve nearly four years of war between Russia and Ukraine is close.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky arrives for a meeting with President Donald Trump on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Thursday. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Lizzie Johnson | 2026-01-22
KYIV -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky aimed a blistering speech at Europe during the World Economic Forum on Thursday after a last-minute meeting with President Donald Trump, which both leaders described as "good," saying framework documents between the two countries -- in hopes of ending the conflict -- were nearing the final stages.
After nearly four years of full-scale war, Zelensky described how life in Ukraine felt like the movie "Groundhog Day" with ramped-up attacks coming amid a brutally cold winter. All the while Europe is still unequipped to defend itself against Russia, he said, which has not slowed its assault since 2022.
As a result, Zelensky said, "the backstop of Trump is needed" with no security guarantees functioning without the United States. He emphasized that Europe needed to be a united force: "Europe should not be a salad of small and middle powers."
"Europe loves to discuss the future but avoids taking action today, action that defines what kind of future we will have," Zelensky said in his speech in Davos, Switzerland, following the hour-long meeting with Trump. "If [Russian President Vladimir] Putin decides to take Lithuania or strike Poland, who will respond? ... Tomorrow you may have to defend your way of life."
The speech, which received a standing ovation, didn't appear to have been originally scheduled. Zelensky scrambled to get to Switzerland after Trump on Wednesday unexpectedly said that he planned to meet with Zelensky that very day, adding that he might even "be in the audience."
In fact, Zelensky was still in Kyiv. He had told reporters on Tuesday -- as the forum was already underway -- that he probably would remain in the capital, "choosing Ukraine, not an economic forum," as millions of Ukrainians froze in their homes and workers rushed to fix an electrical grid battered by Russian drones and missiles.
European nations, which have become Ukraine's chief military and financial backers, recently approved a $105 billion loan to Kyiv at the European Union, which will provide a critical lifeline to keep funding the state and the army's fight.
Some had hoped a Trump-Zelensky meeting might lead to the inking of frameworks for security guarantees and postwar economic recovery, with officials hinting the two countries were close to the finish line. But a senior Ukrainian official on Thursday said that no documents had been prepared for signing in Davos, and a key priority of the meeting was to discuss additional air defense systems.
In his speech, however, Zelensky did say that the documents to end the war "are nearly ready and that really matters." He added, however, that more pressure needed to be put on Russia to make it agree to end the war and Ukraine couldn't be the only country making compromises.

President Donald Trump, pictured in Davos, Switzerland, on Thursday. (Denis Balibouse/Reuters)


The meeting in the Swiss Alps was closed to the press and there were no statements at its conclusion. On his way out, however, Trump told reporters that "the meeting was good with President Zelensky, we still have a ways to go" -- stepping back from his message on Wednesday, that both sides were "reasonably close" and "at a point now where they can come together and get a deal done. And if they don't, they're stupid."
He added that the message his envoys would take to Putin on Thursday night in Moscow would be "the war needed to end."
At a question-and-answer session following his speech Thursday, Zelensky acknowledged that "this last mile is very difficult" and "Russians have to be ready for compromises, not just Ukraine."
Despite the optimism expressed by the White House, the two sides still appear to be far apart in negotiations. In a news conference Tuesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov called into question any deal that allowed the continuing existence of the current Ukrainian government.
"Any settlement proposal founded on the primary goal of preserving the current Nazi regime in what remains of the Ukrainian state is, naturally, completely unacceptable to us," he said.
White House envoy Steve Witkoff and Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner -- who met with lead Ukrainian negotiator Rustem Umerov on the sidelines of the forum -- began a meeting with Putin late on Thursday, the Kremlin said. Speaking at the forum's Ukrainian Breakfast on Thursday morning, Witkoff said that he felt "encouraged" and described the Ukrainian people as "so courageous in this fight ... under some real difficult conditions."
"I think we've got it down to one issue, and we have discussed iterations of that issue," Witkoff said, appearing to gesture at territorial concessions, one of the most contentious aspects of the negotiations and a red line for Ukraine. "That means it's solvable. So if both sides want to solve this, we are going to get this solved; that's my view."
Previous meetings between Witkoff and Putin have lasted hours and are likely to continue into early Friday morning, though Witkoff said he will not be spending the night and will continue on to Abu Dhabi, capital of the United Arab Emirates, afterward. Two days of trilateral meetings will be held there between Ukraine, the United States and Russia.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov declined to comment on whether the Kremlin shared Witkoff's optimism that a deal was close. At a news conference, Putin said he would also discuss Russia's contribution to Trump's "Board of Peace" with Witkoff and Kushner.
As world leaders congregated in Davos, enjoying mountain views, plush lodges and crackling fireplaces, Ukraine's power grid remained crippled during one of the coldest winters in years. Without electricity, many Ukrainians sought refuge in restaurants and coffee shops, kept running by generators. Outside, inches of ice slicked the streets and sidewalks. The windows of thousands of apartments remained dark.
Concluding his speech, Zelensky said, "Let's end this Groundhog Day."
Robyn Dixon and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/01/22/trump-zelensky-davos-ukraine-russia/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Justice
Judge in Minnesota rejected federal attempt to charge journalist Don Lemon
Attorney General Pam Bondi announced the arrests of Nekima Levy Armstrong, a civil rights attorney; Chauntyll Louisa Allen, a member of St. Paul's school board; and William Kelly

Attorney General Pam Bondi arrives at the Capitol on Jan. 5. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck, Perry Stein | 2026-01-22
A magistrate judge in Minnesota rejected federal prosecutors' attempt to bring charges against journalist Don Lemon after he followed protesters into a St. Paul-area church during services, according to two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss court proceedings that have not been made public.
A rejection of a criminal complaint is an extremely rare occurrence in the criminal justice system.
Lemon had followed protesters into a St. Paul-area church over the weekend, and top Justice Department officials have said on social media that they want to charge him and other protesters with a crime. The protests at Cities Church in St. Paul, which interrupted religious services on Sunday, drew widespread condemnation from online right-wing influencers and has become a flash point in the debate ·over the Trump administration's immigration crackdown.
On Thursday, Justice Department officials announced that they had arrested three activists in Minnesota accused of playing a role in organizing the protest.
To indict someone on a felony, federal prosecutors must present their case to grand jurors, who vote to charge someone if they believe there was probable cause that a crime was committed. Prosecutors must bring less serious misdemeanor charges to a magistrate judge. Judges would reject such a charge if they do not believe there is probable cause that a crime was committed.
Prosecutors can also present felony cases to a magistrate judge to approve -- and then would have 30 days from the time of an arrest to go before a grand jury to indict the suspect.
Attorney General Pam Bondi announced the arrests of Nekima Levy Armstrong, a civil rights attorney; Chauntyll Louisa Allen, a member of St. Paul's school board; and William Kelly, in a series of social media posts. Bondi did not say what charges they are facing, and, as of Thursday morning, there were no publicly available court documents detailing accusations.
 "Our nation was settled and founded by people fleeing religious persecution," Bondi wrote. "Religious freedom is the bedrock of this country. We will protect our pastors. We will protect our churches. We will protect Americans of faith." 
FBI Director Kash Patel said on social media that Levy Armstrong has been charged with violating the Face Act, a law typically used to protect access to abortion clinics but one the Trump administration has deployed to target demonstrators at protests at houses of worship.
It was not immediately clear Thursday whether Levy Armstrong, Allen or Kelly had retained attorneys.
 Supporters of the activists said they were gathering outside the federal courthouse. They released a statement condemning the arrests.
  "This is about justice. This is about democracy. This is about freedom," the statement said.  "We will not stay silent while activists are targeted for standing up for their communities." 
The arrests occur amid rising tensions involving the Trump administration's immigration enforcement efforts in Minnesota. For weeks, demonstrators have protested the presence of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents in the state -- a situation exacerbated by the Jan. 7 fatal shooting of Renee Good by an ICE officer.
Justice Department officials have refused calls to examine the shooting, saying no basis exists to criminally investigate whether the officer used excessive force. Instead, they have pushed for an investigation into Good's partner, who was protesting ICE officers at the time of the shooting, and subpoenaed state and local officials as part of a criminal probe alleging their rhetoric has interfered with ICE's operations.
Sunday's church protest, which interrupted services at Cities Church in St. Paul, has drawn widespread condemnation from online right-wing influencers and vows from top Justice Department officials that demonstrators will be prosecuted.
Video posted to social media showed dozens of protesters at a Sunday morning service, many chanting "ICE out" and "Justice for Renee Good." Activists said they targeted the church because they believed David Easterwood, the acting field director of the city's ICE field office, served as a pastor there. Easterwood was not at the church at the time.
The crowd left shortly after the roughly 25-minute demonstration and was outside the building by the time St. Paul police arrived in response to multiple calls about a disturbance.

Cities Church in St. Paul, Minn., Jan. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis)


In an interview Monday with The Washington Post, Levy Armstrong described the protest as nonviolent, lawful and morally necessary. She said protesters entered the church, sang and prayed with the congregation until Jonathan Parnell, the lead pastor, finished his prayer.
Levy Armstrong stood to ask Parnell about Easterwood and his role with ICE. She said Parnell refused to engage with her questions and instead turned up the music to drown out the chants of protesters.
Parnell told Lemon in an interview during the protest that it was "shameful" of the protesters to interrupt a public gathering of worshiping Christians.
"Our church had gathered for worship, which we do every Sunday. We asked them to leave, and they obviously have not left," Parnell said.
Outrage quickly erupted online, and, within hours, top Trump administration officials responded, labeling the demonstration an attempt at "intimidation and harassment of Christians."
Bondi said that same day the department had opened a Face Act investigation into the incident.
Lemon, a former CNN anchor, drew the brunt of the criticism from the right, with influencers demanding he face charges.
Lemon, who works as an independent journalist, spent several hours interviewing protesters and upset congregants in a live stream of the demonstration on his YouTube channel.
"We were chronicling the protests," Lemon said in an Instagram post Monday. "Once the protest started in the church, we did an act of journalism, which was report on it, talk to the people who are involved, which included the pastor, members of the church and members of the organization. That's it. It's called journalism."
Passed in 1994, the Face Act has primarily been known for protecting access to reproductive health clinics by making it a crime for demonstrators to block entrances, damage property or threaten patients.
During the Biden administration, Republicans accused the Justice Department of wielding the act as a cudgel to punish antiabortion demonstrators for exercising their First Amendment rights.
Since President Donald Trump's return to the White House, the department has cut back on Face Act prosecutions and deployed the law instead to target protests staged outside houses of worship.
Those cases are based on a little-known provision of the statute that also criminalizes attempts to injure or intimidate people seeking to exercise their protected right to religious freedom.
Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Kim Bellware contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump's new arts commission signals support for White House ballroom
The president's handpicked members of the Commission of Fine Arts are set to review the planned project. The White House hopes to win their approval by March.

President Donald Trump holds up a model of an arch while delivering remarks in the East Room of the White House on Oct. 15, during a fundraising dinner for a new White House ballroom. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Jonathan Edwards | 2026-01-22
President Donald Trump's handpicked arts commissioners met Thursday morning to discuss his planned White House ballroom, with the panel's leader raising several questions about its size and design but indicating he favors the controversial project.
"It's an important thing to the president. It's an important thing to the nation. We all know it," said Rodney Mims Cook Jr., the newly elected chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts. He added that there was a clear need to create a permanent space where presidents could host large events. "I think that that is our charge and take care of what the president wants us to do."
The Commission of Fine Arts is one of two federal panels set to review the proposed ballroom's design, effect on the city's historic views and other aspects of urban planning. The White House has said it hopes to obtain approval from the panels in the next two months, a far faster review process compared with other large projects that have sometimes needed years.
A federal judge in December instructed the White House to submit its ballroom plans to both commissions in response to a lawsuit from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, which seeks to ensure a public process. A hearing in that case is set for Thursday afternoon.
Both the Commission of Fine Arts and the other panel, the National Capital Planning Commission, are now led by Trump appointees after the president removed members named by the Biden administration. The Commission of Fine Arts' new members include James McCrery II, who served as Trump's first architect on the planned White House ballroom, and Cook, a developer and designer who served on the commission during the first Trump administration before being removed by Biden.
Shalom Baranes, chief architect of the White House ballroom project, on Thursday largely reprised a presentation he gave to the planning commission earlier this month, detailing the nearly 90,000-square-foot building and the 22,000-square-foot ballroom inside.

Architect Shalom Baranes during a meeting of the National Capital Planning Commission on Jan. 8 in Washington. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


The Trump administration argued that administrations have long needed a larger space to entertain VIP guests like foreign dignitaries and cultural icons. Josh Fisher, director of White House management and administration, told commissioners that the ballroom will help Trump and future presidents carry out their policy agendas by presenting the country in the best possible light.
"It is a stage for democracy," Fisher said. "It is where alliances will be honored, where cultural achievements will be recognized and where the United States will present itself to the world."
The arts commissioners raised several questions about the planned project. Cook pressed Baranes on whether the ballroom's pediment -- the triangular arch above the planned portico -- could be reduced.
"It is immense," he said, comparing it to the much larger Treasury building next door and warning of the visual impact as people look upon the White House from the south side of the building. "It's immense."

Construction equipment operating into the night on Tuesday at the White House. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


Baranes said the design was Trump's preference.
Mary Anne Carter, another newly named fine arts commissioner who also chairs the National Endowment for the Arts, questioned Baranes on whether the ballroom offered sufficient protection for the president and asked for updates at future meetings. The arts panel's purview has historically focused on design matters, not security.
"We all want it to be beautiful," Carter said. "We also want this president and future presidents to be safe and secure."
Trump, who has faced potential assassination attempts, has said he wants the ballroom to be equipped to host a presidential inauguration.
McCrery, having worked on the ballroom, recused himself from the presentation.
The other two new arts commissioners -- Roger Kimball, a conservative art critic, and Matthew Taylor, an artist and filmmaker who Trump installed at the National Endowment for the Humanities last year -- did not ask questions.
The Commission of Fine Arts collected several dozen public comments that were overwhelmingly critical of the planned project, a CFA official told the new commissioners.
Baranes said that more details about the project, including 3D drawings, would be coming soon. He also told the panel that he had not begun designing a planned second-story addition to the West Wing colonnade, which White House officials have proposed as a way to balance the two buildings flanking the executive mansion. Whether the colonnade gets built will depend on the results of ongoing structural assessments, he said.
This story is developing and will be updated
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What are the chances the midterms are never held? Answers to your questions.
Our chief political correspondent took your questions during her live chat.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-01-22
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National
Internet defrosts jokes as Cruz is seen departing Texas ahead of winter storm
The senator once dubbed "Flyin' Ted" for a Cancun trip during a Texas storm was spotted en route to California as more harsh weather approaches. His office said it was a planned work trip.

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) on Jan. 8. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Adela Suliman | 2026-01-22
There's a storm brewing in Texas -- and on social media. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) is again being mocked online after being photographed on a flight away from his home state as it braces for an intense winter storm.
The photo, which has been viewed more than 8 million times on X, reminded many users of a similar image that went viral five years earlier as Cruz and his wife boarded a flight to Cancun during a devastating ice storm, sparking a wave of controversy and giving the senator unflattering nicknames such as Cancun Cruz and Flyin' Ted.
The latest image shows Cruz standing in the busy aisle of a plane on his way to California and was posted on X on Tuesday by political strategist Shea Jordan Smith.
"Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) was spotted earlier today, Jan. 20, 2026, on a plane heading to Laguna Beach as the state of Texas braces for a rare ice threat and arctic cold front," Smith wrote.
A spokesperson for Cruz promised he would be back before the storm hit, saying in an emailed statement that he was on "pre-planned work travel that was scheduled weeks in advance."
Smith said that he had come across the image on TikTok and that Cruz's office had confirmed he was headed to Laguna Beach. John Wayne Airport, in Orange County, is the closest airport to Laguna Beach.
The sighting prompted a wave of jokes and criticism on social media, with many users mocking Cruz's apparent habit of being out of town during extreme weather events.
"Fled Cruz is at it again," one person wrote on X. "This is like the Houston version of the waffle house index," joked another, referring to the restaurant chain known for its 24/7 service. Its ability to stay open has become an informal metric for the severity of weather events.
Google search data early Wednesday showed a 350 percent increase in searches for Cruz's name in relation to the winter storm. The Houston Chronicle wrote in a tongue-in-cheek article that searching for Cruz's location is becoming part of a pre-storm ritual for Texans, along with ensuring they have enough gas and bottled water. "If Ted Cruz leaves the state before potential bad weather, we're about to get walloped," it said.
"Ted is the new Groundhog. If he's seen in an airport in the second week of February then there will be three more weeks of winter and a cold snap in Texas," teased one Reddit user.
Others applauded the politician for seemingly flying economy, and some didn't understand the fuss. "What is a U.S. Senator supposed to do about an ice storm? You people are weird," wrote one individual. Another asked if people expected him to "come clear your driveway"
A massive winter storm is expected to grip swaths of the United States starting Friday, spreading heavy snow and ice across a 2,000-mile stretch from the southern Plains and Southwest to the East Coast·. The storm will make travel dangerous and could cause long-lasting power outages, bringing with it life-threatening cold temperatures. Freezing rain, sleet and snow are expected across parts of Texas until Sunday, according to the latest update from the National Weather Service.

A significant winter storm will stretch 2,000 miles from the Southwest to the East Coast this weekend.


The 2021 ice storm ultimately left more than 200 dead in the state and millions of Texans without power or safe drinking water. Cruz's decision to leave during the storm sparked calls for his resignation by some Democrats and public backlash, as he became an object of scorn for Texans already incensed by the state's response to the crisis.
"Look, it was obviously a mistake," Cruz told reporters at the time. "In hindsight, I wouldn't have done it. I was trying to be a dad," he said, noting the trip was partly at the urging of his daughters.
"From the moment I sat on the plane, I began really second-guessing that decision," he added. "Leaving when so many Texans were hurting didn't feel right, and so I changed my return flight and flew back on the first available flight I could take."

Cruz walks to check in for his flight back to the United States in Cancun, Mexico, on Feb. 18, 2021. (Dan Christian Rojas/AP)


In 2025, Cruz was also mocked for being on vacation in Greece as deadly floods hit Texas Hill Country.
He was spotted visiting the Parthenon in Athens before returning soon after. Floods in Central Texas last July eventually left at least 135 dead, including at least 37 children.
His office said at the time that he "was already in the middle of preplanned family vacation travel overseas when the flooding occurred," and that he and his team had been working with local officials and the families of missing children "throughout that time," the Texas Tribune reported.
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Europe
European populists broke with Trump on Greenland as national goals diverged 
The split between ideological allies showed the limits of the U.S. president's with-me-or-against-me politics, and a key obstacle to cooperation among nationalist parties. 

President Donald Trump speaks at the World Economic Forum on Wednesday in Davos, Switzerland. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Aaron Wiener | 2026-01-22
BERLIN -- "Unacceptable." "Intolerable." A "hostile act." A "mistake."
For days, negative reactions to President Donald Trump's threats to take over Greenland· rained down from across Europe -- not just from mainstream politicians who have long drawn Trump's ire but also from the MAGA-cheering leaders of nationalist, anti-immigration parties who have generally been among Trump's biggest fans.
Trump said late Wednesday that he had reached the "framework" of a deal on Greenland· and dropped his threat of imposing tariffs on countries that are standing in his way of acquiring the Arctic territory. Details were scant, but even if the immediate crisis abates, the wave of condemnation from the European far right highlighted the limits of Trump's with-me-or-against-me politics -- and a key obstacle to nationalist politicians and parties building cross-border partnerships.

President Trump said on Jan. 21 that he would not use military force to take control of Greenland, offering some relief to residents who had feared such a move.


On some issues, "America First," necessarily means "Germany Second" or "Denmark Thirty-Second" -- as ideological alliances suddenly come into conflict with diverging national, or personal, interests.
"Trump has violated a fundamental campaign promise," Alice Weidel, co-leader of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, said last week, adding that Trump had pledged "not to interfere in other countries" and would now need to "explain to his own voters" why he was meddling in both Venezuela and Greenland.
Weidel's co-party leader, Tino Chrupalla, decried Trump's "Wild West methods," which he called "unacceptable."
In France, Jordan Bardella, leader of the far-right National Rally party, denounced Trump's "threats against the sovereignty of a state" as "intolerable." In Britain, Reform UK leader Nigel Farage called Trump's tariff threat "a very hostile act." And Italy's conservative prime minister, Giorgia Meloni, called the tariff proposal a "mistake."
Mattias Karlsson, a member of parliament in Sweden and former leader of the right-wing, nationalist Sweden Democrats, perhaps put it most memorably. "Trump increasingly resembles a reverse King Midas. Everything he touches turns to [feces]," Karlsson posted on X, using a more plainspoken term.
The critiques mark a notable reversal after the Trump administration worked hard over the president's first year in office to cultivate relationships with Europe's right-wing parties and boost them in elections.
Last month, the administration released a national security strategy warning that Europe was at risk of "civilizational erasure" because of migration and praising the rise of anti-immigrant parties, stating: "The growing influence of patriotic European parties indeed gives cause for great optimism."
The criticism from the AfD leaders was particularly striking. The party has gone out of its way in recent months to build ties to Trump and his inner circle, with AfD members of parliament making increasingly frequent trips to Washington.
Leaders of the AfD, which has been labeled a right-wing extremist group by the German domestic intelligence agency, say they are deliberately following Trump's playbook both to win power as a right-wing insurgent movement and to implement their agenda after taking control of government.

Apartment buildings in Nuuk, Greenland's capital, this week. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


The break between Trump's MAGA movement and Europe's hard right highlights a fundamental tension in their relationship: For all their mutual support and perceived sense that they are on the same team -- fighting the woke, liberal mainstream -- their interests often don't align. A nationalist party can hardly wear that label if it supports aggressive policies by another nation that undermine its own country's finances or security.
"For them, sovereignty and national borders are very important," Sudha David-Wilp, a vice president of the German Marshall Fund policy institute, who is based in Berlin and Washington, said of the AfD. "And so for the United States to say it can just come in and change ownership of territory, that to them is probably anathema and undermines their whole view on the international system."
It also doesn't help that Trump is deeply unpopular with European voters. A poll of Western European countries from YouGov last month found that Trump had the approval of 7 percent of Danes, 15 percent of Germans and 18 percent of Britons. His best results came in Italy, Spain and France, where he had 19 percent support in each country.
Even among backers of the populist parties in these countries, Trump is hardly a unifying figure. Polling has found that only about one-third of supporters of Germany's AfD and France's National Rally view Trump positively.
"They have a pulse on the electorate," David-Wilp said of the AfD, "and polls are showing that across the spectrum, there is no appetite for President Trump in Europe and in Germany."
At the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Wednesday, Trump backed away from his threat to seize Greenland by force. But clear damage has been done. The mere threat of a takeover and of new tariffs -- despite having agreed to a trade deal with the European Union last year -- rattled even Trump's closest allies.
"Increasing tariffs on those nations that have chosen to contribute to Greenland's security is, in my opinion, a mistake, and I obviously disagree," Meloni said. The Italian prime minister has generally maintained good relations with Trump, who once called her "beautiful," but she is also a supporter of European institutions and has backed Denmark's sovereign rights in Greenland and the right of European countries to send soldiers there.
"The willingness by some European countries to send troops, participating in a greater security, should be read that way -- not as an action against the U.S., but rather against other actors," Meloni said.
Farage, one of Trump's most prominent cheerleaders in British politics, said tariffs would be "very, very hurtful" to the British economy. Farage, who was a champion of Brexit, has long boasted of his access to Trump's circle, said he intended to raise the issue personally with the U.S. administration.
Farage's opposition to the tariffs brought him into rare alliance with British parties across the political spectrum. Prime Minister Keir Starmer, of Labour, has described Trump's proposal as "completely wrong," while Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch dismissed it as a "terrible idea."
Bardella, the National Rally party's likely 2027 presidential candidate in France, wrote Tuesday on X: "Donald Trump presents us with a clear choice: accept vassalage, or reclaim our status as sovereign actors, capable of defending our interests and our integrity." Bardella called on the European Union to suspend its trade deal with the United States over the Greenland crisis and he described Trump's tariff threats as "commercial blackmail."
Some European leaders, including on the right, have said that their efforts to make friends with Trump have failed and that it is time to stand up to him.
"We tried to appease the new president in the White House," Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever, a conservative nationalist who leads a politically diverse government coalition, said Tuesday. "But now, so many red lines are being crossed that you have the choice between your self-respect -- being a happy vassal is one thing, being a miserable slave is something else."
Anthony Faiola in Rome, Steve Hendrix in London and Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Politics
Jasmine Crockett is daring Democrats to rethink electability. Some aren't sold.
"I get that I'm not a traditional candidate. And that's exactly why I'm going to win," the Texas Democrat said. Not everyone in her party sees it that way. 

Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Texas) speaks to reporters in Dallas after announcing her run in the Democratic primary for Senate on Dec. 8. (LM Otero/AP)


By Liz Goodwin | 2026-01-22
More than an hour and a half into a pop culture discussion that spanned a gay hockey romance and a shared love for Cher, two comedians briefly turned to politics on their popular podcast.
"Don't waste your money sending to Jasmine Crockett. Do not do it," Matt Rogers said during the "Las Culturistas" episode earlier this month. "She's not going to win a Senate seat in Texas, you guys. If Beto O'Rourke couldn't do it, Jasmine Crockett is not going to do it."
The backlash was swift.
Legions of Crockett fans vented their rage on social media, calling the comments dismissive or even racist against a Black woman. Rogers apologized on Instagram a few days later, saying he has respect and admiration for the 44-year-old Democratic congresswoman vying for one of the year's most hotly contested Senate seats.
"I just want us to win, and I will be better at finding ways to help," he said.

Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Texas), who is running for a U.S. Senate seat in Texas, responded to House Speaker Mike Johnson's "delight" about her campaign.


The controversy is part of a larger Democratic disagreement about what makes a candidate "electable," a term many party leaders have used in recent years to describe scripted, vetted, broadly acceptable contenders poised to capitalize on centrists' anger with President Donald Trump. After a dismal 2024 performance, Democrats are deciding whether they should embrace more tempered candidates or more pugnacious firebrands in primaries from Maine to Michigan this year.
The long-running debate about whether the party should focus more on turning out its base or persuading the middle was scrambled in 2024, when Democrats alienated young, non-White and irregular voters who defected to Trump. Large Democratic constituencies acted like swing voters and would not have voted Democratic even if they had turned out to the polls, according to an analysis by the Pew Research Center.
"There's always been a fight about who is electable and who is not," Democratic pollster Celinda Lake said. "I don't remember a time when there was such a debate about what electability is. Is it creating and mobilizing a base? Is it a record of accomplishments? Is it change?"
The tensions, which at times encompass race and gender, have been on display in Texas, a conservative state that underdog Democrats are hoping to put into play in their long-shot attempt to retake control of the Senate. The March 3 Democratic primary between Crockett and state lawmaker James Talarico, a 36-year-old Presbyterian seminarian who has amassed a large social media following in his own right, has divided Democrats across the country as they remain torn over how the party can rebound from its losses. It will pose an early test of which direction Democratic voters want to go.

Texas state Rep. James Talarico addresses the crowd during a campaign rally on Sept. 9 in Round Rock, Texas. (Callaghan O'Hare/For The Washington Post)


To Crockett, the backlash she has received shows the power of her uniquely fiery style -- an in-your-face brand that she thinks is necessary to reengage blue-leaning voters in Texas and give the party its best shot at winning a Senate seat that has eluded them for over 35 years.
"I really do think that the host said the quiet part out loud, which basically was: If a White man couldn't do it, then why would a Black woman even have the audacity to think that she could?" Crockett said in an interview in the U.S. Capitol this month. "We've tried, I don't know however many White men, and they've all lost. The only thing we know for sure is that a White man can lose."
Crockett critics say their concerns are not about identity, but rather the provocative comments she has made excoriating Trump and his voters, which they worry will turn off people needed to win in a state that Trump carried by more than 14 percentage points. Rogers, the comedian who attracted her fans' fury, said on his podcast that he was interested in Talarico because he seemed less "defined" as a liberal partisan in the red state.
In some ways, both Crockett and Talarico mark a departure from the kinds of cautious candidates Democratic leaders in Washington have sought to recruit in recent years. They have both built large online followings with viral political content. The two are stylistically different but are not neatly divided along ideological lines. Crockett has taken some heat from the left for taking donations from cryptocurrency and other industries in past campaigns, and the two appear to share similar mainstream Democratic policy stances on many issues.
Crockett said that her unfiltered style -- which attracts both intense fans and detractors -- is key to reaching out to less engaged voters, and that she believes in cultivating a brand as a person who tells the truth, even when it hurts.
"I get that I'm not a traditional candidate. And that's exactly why I'm going to win," Crockett said.
Many Republicans believe Crockett -- who has called Trump a "piece of s---" and referred to the state's Republican governor, who uses a wheelchair, as "Hot Wheels"-- is unelectable in Texas. House Speaker Mike Johnson called it "one of the greatest things that's happened to the Republican Party in a long, long time" when she entered the race. The Republican Senate campaign arm even added her name to their polls of the race last year and texted Texas Democrats to encourage her to run, as NOTUS first reported, wagering that she would be the easiest to beat.
Crockett said she doesn't believe in the "mythical Republican crossover" and does not believe people she calls "Trumpers," meaning hardcore Trump supporters, will vote for her. She argues, however, that she will attract the support of some who voted for Trump in the last election, including young people and Black men who drifted his way. She said she will be focused on turning out the state's diverse but infrequent voters.
"I tell people all the time that the state of Texas does not look like Iowa. It looks more like California," Crockett said. "In fact, it is more diverse than California." (In the 2020 Census, Texas's population was 38.7 percent White non-Hispanic, compared with 33.6 percent for California).

Crockett addresses the crowd at a For The People rally in front of the Texas Capitol building in Austin in 2021. (Carlos Kosienski/Sipa USA via AP)


Ron Kirk, the former Democratic secretary of state of Texas who ran unsuccessfully for the Senate in 2002, said Crockett's "electric personality" will help her bring in new voters. But he added that it's vital to reach out to "independents and disaffected Republicans" in a statewide run if Democrats are ever going to win. "I've been waiting 30 years for us to close that gap," he said.
Talarico, for his part, has created his own viral moments and fired up left-leaning voters through critiques of how some Republicans interpret Christianity. He has also touted his appeal among swing and red-leaning voters -- he won his mostly White state House district in 2018 even as the Republican governor also carried it. (After redistricting, he shifted to representing a new, far bluer district that is majority minority.) Crockett's majority-minority Dallas district is solidly blue.
"Ending 30 years of one-party rule in Texas requires a campaign that energizes the Democratic base, turns out new voters and welcomes Trump voters who are now feeling conned," said Talarico spokesman JT Ennis.
Talarico also has made appeals to Latino voters and garnered the endorsement of Tejano singer and congressional candidate Bobby Pulido -- while Crockett has faced questions over year-old remarks to Vanity Fair when she said some Latino voters who support Trump's immigration policies have a "slave mentality."
Many prominent Democrats are staying out of the intraparty fight, saying they believe either could win.
"I don't know that I buy the conventional wisdom about either of them," said Beto O'Rourke, the Democrat who came within 3 percentage points of winning a Senate seat there in 2018, and who has not endorsed in the race. "I really don't think we have a bad outcome out of this primary."
Public polling in the race thus far is scant, and the polls released so far have variously shown Crockett and Talarico in the lead.
"In order to win in a state like Texas, all the stars have to align," said Texas pollster Nancy Zdunkewicz, who is not working on either campaign. The candidate would need to energize Democrats, win over the vast majority of independents and, on top of that, convert some Republican voters as well.
What makes that a particular challenge for Crockett, she believes, is that Republicans dislike her with special intensity -- and in larger numbers than the Democrats in the state who like her with intensity. "It's a recipe for countermobilization," she said. "James doesn't have this issue."
She described Crockett as a "Marjorie Taylor Greene of the left." (The right-wing lawmaker, who later became a Trump critic and recently left Congress, once made fun of Crockett's eyelashes during a congressional hearing. That prompted the Texan to retort that Greene had a "bleach-blonde, bad-built butch body.")
Crockett said she has heard most of the objections and brushed them off.
"My theory of the case is this: If you believe we're going to lose anyway, then what difference does it make if it's me or anybody else?" Crockett said. "If you think it's a losing cause, then who cares? But at least you could say we tried something new and we learned something from this experience."
Crockett suggested her authenticity and ability to "fit into any room that you throw me into" will allow her to reach nonvoters in Texas and bring them into the primary and general election. Her unfiltered style, which she called "liberating," is why people trust her, she said. On a recent tour through Houston, San Antonio and South Texas, she worked the DJ booths at Houston clubs as a way to attract younger voters.
"I don't have to send a surrogate to the clubs for me. I can go myself," Crockett said. "At the same time, by Sunday I was in the church praising the Lord."
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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What ICE is doing that's so controversial
Americans are turning against ICE, polls show, yet its reach is expected only to grow.

Federal immigration agents detain a man in Chicago this summer. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Amber Phillips | 2026-01-22
It's not just Minneapolis. In cities across America, Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents have arrested hundreds of thousands of immigrants and clashed with protesters in what is on its way to becoming one of the largest deportation efforts in U.S. history.
The White House says it's deporting both criminals and people who are working in the country illegally.
But ICE is increasingly unpopular, and it's getting more headlines for its sometimes-violent tactics than it is for getting supposed bad guys off the streets.
"They're going to make a mistake sometimes, too rough with somebody," President Donald Trump said of ICE. "You know they are rough people."
ICE's reach is only expected to spread. It has been infused with billions more from the Republicans' tax bill, and the Brennan Center for Justice estimates it will become one of America's largest police forces. It is spending $100 million to try to hire gun rights supporters and military enthusiasts.
"By the end of this, almost everyone is going to know someone who had a friend or family member or colleague affected, or who witnessed an arrest happening," said David Bier, the director of immigration studies at the libertarian-leaning Cato Institute. "I think it's unnerving to see people targeted who don't seem to be doing anything out of the ordinary, just going to work or doing their jobs."
Here's more about what's happening.
You're reading The 5-Minute Fix newsletter. Get it in your inbox every weekday afternoon.
There are about 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States. ICE can't be everywhere all at once, so the agency typically works with local authorities to help arrest people in the country illegally.
But now agents are on a mission to deport as many people as possible.
What was once a job largely out of the public eye is now taking place on city streets, parking lots of big-box stores, deep in local neighborhoods, and at churches and workplaces as agents mine federal data and go door-to-door to create what the nonpartisan Migration Policy Institute says is an unprecedented show of force in cities. 
Immigration agents have surged into Chicago, Los Angeles, D.C., Minneapolis and Charlotte, rushing into upscale neighborhoods and shops, country clubs and near schools. Sometimes they are in plain clothes; many times they are masked.
They've been recently empowered by the Supreme Court to stop people based on factors such as race, ethnicity, language or job, and ICE asserts agents can enter homes without a search warrant. 
Some agents are using chokeholds to arrest people; others have been filmed smashing car windows to get at someone. U.S. citizens of color say they're being asked to show paperwork (including off-duty police officers).
Trump and his administration say they are targeting "the worst of the worst." But there's no evidence migrants commit crimes at a higher rate than Americans, and most migrants arrested don't have a criminal record, according to the Migration Policy Institute.
A record number of children are being detained -- including a 5 year old coming home from preschool in Minnesota this week, and data suggests families are being separated, ProPublica finds.
 The New York Times reported on a Cuban migrant arriving for a check-in with ICE and being immediately separated from her 17-month-old daughter she was breastfeeding and deported.
"It feels like a member of my family is under attack," one Charlotte woman told The Washington Post after telling her children's caregiver to stay at home.
Communities of activists have sprung up to try to slow or stop arrests and film what's happening.
"I've been in touch with friends and former students in Minneapolis as well as Chicago, Los Angeles and now, Maine," Robert Reich, a former labor secretary and prominent Trump critic, wrote this week. "Some have been extraordinarily brave. A few tell me they've tailed ICE agents and whistled loudly to warn others of ICE's whereabouts. Some have sought to block agents from entering schools, courthouses, and clinics. Others have been taking videos to give to the media or use in court."
Trump has responded with force. His administration has tried to label protesters as "domestic terrorists" (which legal experts say isn't an actual designation) and has sought to deploy the National Guard where there are protests. He's also threatened to send in the military to arrest protesters in Minneapolis. Vice President JD Vance said the ICE agent who killed protester Renee Good has "absolute immunity." ICE agents are launching tear gas and pointing guns at protesters. The Trump administration has launched criminal investigations into Democratic officials in Minnesota who have criticized ICE.
Yet for all the conflict, Bier is tracking federal charges of protesters and finds it's rare, suggesting many of their actions are protected by the First Amendment.
Trump is building some of the largest deportation centers in history,  including makeshift facilities and plans by ICE to hold up to 80,000 immigrants in seven large-scale warehouses, The Post reported.
Conditions can be tough. Some ICE facilities have been described as "inhumane," with reports of spoiled food, undrinkable water or lights on 24 hours a day. The pro-immigration American Immigration Council writes that ICE is "trapping hundreds of thousands of noncitizens in an increasingly opaque world of remote jails and private prisons."
An ICE detainee died in January; witnesses say he was choked, and his death may be classified as a homicide. (The government disputes that account of events.) He is one of dozens who have died in ICE custody since Trump took office a year ago.
Polls show that Trump's ICE raids have strong support from Republicans.
"Letting millions of illegal immigrants come to work in the U.S. will depress wages, and we can't allow that to happen," says Nick Iacovella with the Coalition for a Prosperous America, a conservative, pro-tariff group that also supports Trump's mass deportations.
But a new Economist/YouGov poll finds 47 percent of Americans think ICE is making America less safe, compared with 34 percent who said more safe. And for months now, a majority of Americans have disapproved of how Trump is handling immigration overall, on what used to be his strongest issue. Republicans are particularly concerned mass deportations are hurting them with Latino voters, who helped Trump win the presidency again.
"For the first time," Republican former North Carolina governor Pat McCrory told Politico this fall, "immigration is maybe having a negative impact on my party."
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White House
White House fences off park as Trump begins new building project
Officials said Lafayette Square, the public park next to the White House, will be improved as part of Trump's America 250 celebration.

Fences are erected at the edge of Lafayette Square outside the White House on Tuesday. (Dan Diamond/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Olivia George | 2026-01-22
President Donald Trump's quest to remake the nation's capital has found its next target: Lafayette Square, the public park directly north of the White House, ahead of the nation's 250th anniversary celebration.
Workers on Tuesday erected fences around the seven-acre park, restricting access to what is often visitors' first stop as they walk toward the executive mansion. Trump last year announced plans to improve public parks in D.C., a city he has long derided as filthy and unsafe.
A White House official said the work at Lafayette Square will initially focus on repairing the park's fountains, then expand to include the park's sprinklers, sod, benches and curbs. The work is expected to stretch through May, the official said.
Trump has also expressed interest in repaving the park's walkways to remove bricks he fears could be used as weapons during demonstrations, according to two people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal White House deliberations. The New York Times first reported his thinking earlier this month, which the people said follows recent clashes between demonstrators and police elsewhere in the country.
The White House referred questions about the Lafayette Square project to the National Park Service, which said Wednesday afternoon that it would need several days to respond to The Washington Post's questions. The park, a National Historic Landmark, has served as the backdrop to a stream of protests, with people leveraging its proximity to the White House to clamor for their cause.
The changes at Lafayette Square come amid a broader effort by Trump to remake the White House complex itself, which has drawn complaints and lawsuits. The president rapidly demolished the White House's East Wing annex last year to build his planned $400 million ballroom; paved over the Rose Garden to make room for a patio; and has imposed his vision on numerous internal fixtures and rooms, including the Lincoln Bathroom.
White House officials said this month that they have additional plans to build a second-floor addition to the West Wing and a new visitor security screening center, among other potential changes. Protests erupted in Lafayette Square in Trump's first term, and he has repeatedly and publicly criticized demonstrations, describing them as a threat to public order.
The president's fingerprints can be detected throughout the city: He has deployed camouflage-clad troops on local streets, wrested control of public golf courses, and slapped his name atop the U.S. Institute of Peace building and the Kennedy Center. He is eyeing the construction of a triumphal arch to mark the United States' 250th anniversary, plus a statue garden near the Potomac River.
Democrats and watchdog groups have criticized the Trump administration for pursuing changes to the White House grounds without first submitting plans to a pair of federal panels, the National Capital Planning Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts, which historically have reviewed proposed construction projects.
"There's going to be some changes with the visitor center. There's going to be some changes with Lafayette Park. There's going to be some changes with the West Wing," D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D), who has a seat on the National Capital Planning Commission, said at the commission's meeting earlier this month. "But rather than looking at this as a whole, we're going to be looking at it piecemeal."
The Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit that partners with the National Park Service on improvement and rehabilitation projects, has been raising money for the Lafayette Square project.
"Lafayette Park will become a more vibrant and welcoming space connecting visitors to the White House, the city of Washington D.C., and the nation, for America's 250th in 2026...and beyond," reads a statement on the organization's website, alongside pictures of wear and tear at the park. The Trust for the National Mall is also managing funds raised for Trump's planned ballroom.
The National Park Service recently embarked on a multimillion-dollar effort to repair water features around the city in the lead-up to the nation's semiquincentennial celebration. The investment has been welcomed by local officials who have long complained of neglected fountains but have limited authority to address them. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) -- walking a delicate line between discouraging federal incursions and avoiding Trump's ire -- has continually pitched investments in federal parks as a goal shared between her and the Trump administration's proclaimed effort to "make D.C. safe and beautiful."
About a mile north of the White House, repair and beautification efforts are also underway at Meridian Hill Park, also known as Malcolm X Park. A $10.68 million project began in December to repair the long-broken cascading fountain, according to federal procurement records. Earlier this week, the National Park Service announced that National Guard troops will maintain an around-the-clock presence in the park for the foreseeable future, to "keep the fountain rehabilitation area safe and secure."
Trump's most prominent project -- the ballroom -- ignited nationwide alarm. The National Trust for Historic Preservation has sued the Trump administration to halt construction on the planned ballroom until the commissions can review the White House's proposals. A hearing in the case is set for Thursday.
"Without a preliminary injunction, the message will be crystal clear: if the President can demolish the East Wing without oversight or consequence and build anything he wants in its place, neither law nor logic stops him from doing the same to the West Wing, or even the Executive Mansion," the National Trust's lawyers wrote in court documents filed Tuesday.
White House historians said Trump's changes to the White House grounds represent some of the most extensive in generations.
"Due to security concerns, the White House has been encroaching on its surrounding environs for decades. What used to be a fairly open area is now under a tight security umbrella," said Tevi Troy, a historian who worked in the George W. Bush White House as deputy assistant to the president for domestic policy. "Given this trend, I'm saddened but not shocked to see Lafayette Park potentially coming under that security umbrella as well."
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Newsom says he was blocked from entering USA House at Davos
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) had come to the Davos forum to rebut President Donald Trump on the world stage.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) speaks to reporters after President Donald Trump's speech Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. (Markus Schreiber/AP)


By Brianna Tucker, Maeve Reston | 2026-01-22
California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) was denied entry to a U.S.-designated venue at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Wednesday following pressure from the White House, his office said.
Newsom had been invited more than a week ago to participate in a fireside chat at the USA House, the official U.S. pavilion, which also hosted President Donald Trump for a speech earlier Wednesday. Fortune magazine, the organizer for the Newsom event, had begun promoting it.
A USA House official contacted the governor's office Wednesday afternoon, shortly before the event was set to begin, and said they were canceling Fortune's event, Newsom's office said, backing up its account with screenshots of its communication with the event organizers. Newsom's office said it was told his presence would not "align with their afternoon programming." The governor's office said USA House offered him the option to attend a "nightcap reception" instead, which he declined.
"How weak and pathetic do you have to be to be this scared of a fireside chat?" Newsom wrote on X.
Newsom, a fierce critic of the president and likely contender for the presidency in 2028, had traveled to the forum eager for confrontation with Trump. Before his departure, an aide said he planned to use his appearance to "confront the global business elite," urging world leaders to "stand up to President Trump's abuse of power and economic corruption or be complicit in the collapse of democratic capitalism." Wednesday's fireside chat would have served as a rebuttal to Trump's speech.
Newsom is still slated to speak at a separate Semafor event Thursday morning before flying home to California.
The change in programming Wednesday came after several Trump administration officials participated in events at USA House throughout the day. Among them was Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, who spoke before Newsom's team was notified that his event would be canceled, according to Newsom's aides.
"I was told he was asked to give a speech on his signature policies, but he's not speaking because what have his economic policies brought?" Bessent said during his remarks. "He is here hobnobbing with the global elite while his California citizens are still homeless."
USA House did not immediately respond to request for comment. Its webpage says the venue "does not represent the U.S. government and does not organize official government programming," but it did not otherwise explain what happened to Newsom's event.
The State Department provided a statement from White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly that did not confirm whether the administration had prevented Newsom from entering the venue.
"No one in Davos knows who third-rate governor Newscum is or why he is frolicking around Switzerland instead of fixing the many problems he created in California," Kelly said.
Patrick Reilly, senior vice president of communications at Fortune, said that Newsom had been invited to speak but that USA House "determined it would not be able to accommodate the Governor's participation and communicated that decision to Fortune."
"Fortune programs all editorial conversations independently, though it is common with high-profile international events that participation can be affected by logistical, security, and other access considerations that involve multiple stakeholders and evolve over time," Reilly said, adding that Fortune looks forward to "future conversations with Governor Newsom, as well as leaders from each and every side of these important global conversations."
Newsom and Trump have had a combative, but occasionally collaborative, relationship since they met during Trump's first term when Trump came to California to survey wildfire damage. They worked together at the outset of the coronavirus pandemic, but the California governor ultimately became one of the leaders of the resistance to Trump's first-term agenda and was one of his chief antagonists on the campaign trail in 2024.
After Trump was elected that November, Newsom recalibrated his approach, insisting he was offering "an open hand" and not "a closed fist" -- and he sought help from the Trump administration for the response to the deadly fires in Los Angeles in early 2025.
But the relationship unraveled when the Trump administration began widespread immigration raids in California in June and the president sent in members of the California National Guard and the Marines -- over Newsom's objections -- in a show of force against protesters. Trump said he thought Newsom should be arrested; Newsom said the president was moving toward creating an authoritarian regime. Newsom now taunts Trump constantly on his social media, trolling the president with satirical messages that mimic the all-caps style of Trump's social media posts and calling out what he views as misinformation from the administration and its allies.
Trump mentioned Newsom during his address Wednesday, saying that Democratic governors should contact the White House and ask for help with their states. In the audience, Newsom could be seen shaking his head in response.
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House Oversight Committee votes to hold Clintons in contempt of Congress
Bill and Hillary Clinton have refused to meet with the committee regarding its investigation into Jeffrey Epstein.

Former president Bill Clinton and former secretary of state Hillary Clinton arrive for President Donald Trump's inauguration at the Capitol on Jan. 20, 2025. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Kadia  Goba, Shayna Jacobs | 2026-01-22
The House Oversight Committee voted in support of holding former president Bill Clinton and former secretary of state Hillary Clinton in contempt of Congress on Wednesday after the couple refused to appear for closed-door transcribed depositions related to the committee's ongoing investigation of deceased sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
A resolution holding Hillary Clinton in contempt passed largely along party lines, 28-15. Three Democrats voted with Republicans. The resolution holding Bill Clinton in contempt received more Democratic support; nine Democrats voted with GOP lawmakers to pass the resolution 34-8.
The panel's action sets up a full House vote on whether to refer the contempt findings to the Justice Department for possible prosecution. Contempt of Congress is punishable by up to a year in prison.
House Republican leaders are not expected to give the matter a vote until lawmakers return in February after a week-long recess. That stretch gives the Clintons more time to negotiate an arrangement with the committee and Democratic leaders more time to lobby members against voting for the resolution on the floor. 
"By voting to hold the Clintons in contempt, the Committee sent a clear message: no one is above the law, and justice must be applied equally -- regardless of position, pedigree, or prestige," House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-Kentucky) said in a statement after the vote.
The office of Rep. Robert Garcia (California), the top Democrat on the panel, did not respond to a request for comment.

Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), chairman of the House Oversight Committee, during a hearing Jan. 7 at the Capitol. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Democrats on the committee met Tuesday evening to discuss strategy ahead of the hearing. By Wednesday, it had become clear to leadership that several members were going to vote to hold the Clintons in contempt. House Democratic leaders made an unsuccessful attempt to persuade members to vote against the contempt resolution that lasted up until moments before the start of the hearing, according to three people present for the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly.
Ultimately, Democratic Reps. Melanie Stansbury (New Mexico), Summer Lee (Pennsylvania) and Rashida Tlaib (Michigan) voted for both contempt resolutions. Texas Democratic Reps. Greg Casar and Jasmine Crockett did not cast a vote on either measure.
The Clintons are among 10 individuals the House Oversight Committee subpoenaed for testimony as part of its months-long investigation of Epstein and his former partner Ghislaine Maxwell.
Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008 to two charges of soliciting prostitution, including one involving a minor. He was arrested on federal sex trafficking charges in 2019 and died in federal custody later that year. His death was ruled a suicide. Judges and lawmakers say that over decades, he abused, trafficked and molested scores of girls, many of whom have come forward in court and in other public forums.
Maxwell was convicted on sex trafficking charges in 2021 after a federal court found she recruited girls on Epstein's behalf and facilitated sexual encounters between them and the financier. She was sentenced to 20 years in prison. Last year, she was transferred to a minimum security prison. Comer said Wednesday that Maxwell will sit for a deposition Feb. 9.
Neither Clinton has been accused of any wrongdoing in connection with Epstein, and both have said they have no knowledge of relevance to the committee's investigation. A spokesman for the former president has previously said that he met Epstein several times and took four trips on his airplane but knew nothing about Epstein's crimes. Bill Clinton has appeared in Epstein-related photographs released by Congress and the Justice Department.
A letter the Clintons' attorneys sent to the Oversight Committee on Tuesday said they tried to work with the panel to schedule limited interviews with committee leaders and their staffs in New York but were repeatedly rebuffed. The attorneys wrote that the failure to schedule the sessions "confirms that these subpoenas are not grounded in any legislative purpose; instead they are being weaponized for harassment and political gain."
Comer said the committee rejected the offer because the Clintons wanted only him and Garcia present along with two aides each, and sought to prohibit any transcription.
"The Clintons' latest demands make clear they believe their last name entitles them to special treatment," Comer wrote in a statement. "The House Oversight Committee's bipartisan subpoenas require the Clintons to appear for depositions that are under oath and transcribed. Former President Clinton has a documented history of parsing language to evade questions, responded falsely under oath, and was impeached and suspended from the practice of law as a result."

Rep. Robert Garcia (D-California) at a hearing on Jan. 7 at the Capitol. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Both Clintons were originally scheduled to speak with the committee in October 2025; those sessions were rescheduled for December. The appearances were moved a second time after the Clintons said they planned to attend a funeral, according to committee aides.
The Clintons told the committee they would not participate in the closed-door depositions rescheduled for Jan. 13-14, arguing that the panel's subpoenas were "legally invalid," a claim repeated in the Tuesday letter from their attorneys. The couple also said that they should be excused from providing in-person testimony because they had provided sworn statements containing all the information they have about Epstein. Other former officials, including former attorneys general Jeff Sessions and Alberto Gonzales, have submitted sworn statements in lieu of depositions.
"There is no plausible explanation for what you are doing other than partisan politics," the Clintons wrote in a letter to the committee explaining their mid-January decision. "To say you can't complete your work without speaking to us is simply bizarre."
Contempt of Congress is rarely invoked, but it has been utilized more in recent years. Lawmakers found Stephen K. Bannon and Peter Navarro in contempt of Congress in 2021 for defying a subpoena issued by the special committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Both served four-month sentences.
The Oversight Committee's investigation is one of two congressional efforts to force more disclosure about Epstein. An effort led by Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) and Ro Khanna (D-California) led to a law that required the Justice Department to make files created during its investigation into Epstein public by Dec. 19.
The department did not meet that deadline, and it has said it needs more time to sort through -- and redact -- millions of files. Massie and Khanna asked the judge in charge of Maxwell's case, U.S. District Judge Paul A. Engelmayer, to appoint a special master, essentially a monitor, to oversee the government's stalled public rollout of Epstein records and to ensure the Justice Department complies with the law. Engelmayer said Wednesday that he did not have jurisdiction to grant the request.
While Engelmayer previously ordered the unsealing of grand jury and investigative materials related to Maxwell's case under the law, his consideration of it in that instance was for "a limited purpose," the judge wrote, which was to lift a years-old protective order that the Justice Department considered a barrier to compliance with the law.
Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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Politics
Judge strikes down Republican congressional district in New York
The decision hands Democrats a likely victory amid a nationwide political brawl over congressional lines.

Rep. Nicole Malliotakis (R-New York) speaks with members of the media on Capitol Hill in July. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


By Patrick Marley | 2026-01-21
A New York judge ordered state officials Wednesday to redraw the congressional district held by Republican Rep. Nicole Malliotakis, handing Democrats a likely victory amid a nationwide political brawl over congressional lines.
State Judge Jeffrey H. Pearlman in an 18-page decision concluded Malliotakis's Staten Island-based district violates a provision of the state constitution that bars the abridgment of voting rights for racial minorities. He ordered the state's redistricting commission to draw new lines by Feb. 6.
An appeal is expected, and Malliotakis said she is confident the existing lines will ultimately be upheld.
The ruling comes as Republicans and Democrats try to redraw maps across the country ahead of this fall's midterm elections. President Donald Trump over the summer started pressing state lawmakers in Republican-run states to take the unusual step of redrawing their maps for political gain years before the census is conducted. In response, Democrats began redrawing maps in states they control.
New York is not among the states that have redrawn their districts. But as the broader fight played out in other states, a group of New York voters sued in October over Malliotakis's district to argue it violates a 2024 amendment to the state constitution. Pearlman on Wednesday agreed with them by finding that the contours of the district abridged the voting rights of Black and Latino voters.
The district includes Staten Island and part of Brooklyn, and its "Black and Latino voters, who are already affected by a history of discrimination in the political process, education, housing, and more, are essentially guaranteed to have their votes diluted," the judge wrote.
The district has had a similar outline since 1980. But the demographics of the district have changed dramatically over time. Forty-five years ago, the district was 85 percent White but now is about 57 percent White, Pearlman wrote.
A new, more racially diverse district could give Democrats a good shot at winning the seat.
Malliotakis in a statement said she is reviewing the decision.
"Nothing changes the fact that this is a frivolous attempt by Washington Democrats to steal this congressional seat from the people and we are very confident that we will prevail at the end of the day," she said.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) praised the ruling in a statement, saying, "The voters of New York deserve the fairest congressional map possible."
Since the summer, officials in four states have drawn nine districts in Republicans' favor, and Florida lawmakers are looking to give them more seats in the coming months.
Democrats have drawn five districts in their favor in California and plan to ask voters in Virginia to let them draw as many as four more districts to their advantage. They also won a court case in Utah that probably will give them another seat.
Brianna Tucker contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court appears likely to allow Lisa Cook to remain on Fed board
Such a decision, which would hold while a lawsuit challenging her removal plays out, would prevent Trump from exerting greater influence over the powerful central bank.

Federal Reserve Board governor Lisa Cook and attorney Abbe Lowell leave the Supreme Court on Wednesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Justin Jouvenal, Andrew Ackerman | 2026-01-21
The Supreme Court on Wednesday appeared likely to block President Donald Trump from immediately firing Democratic-appointed Lisa Cook from the Federal Reserve Board, a move that would prevent Trump from exerting greater influence over the powerful central bank that guides the economy.
Nearly all of the justices asked skeptical questions of Solicitor General D. John Sauer during roughly two hours of arguments, taking issue with most aspects of the government's case that the president had met the legal bar to remove Cook while a lawsuit challenging her removal plays out. Such agreement is rare on high-profile cases at the deeply polarized court.
Conservative Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh said the Trump administration's position that it could remove Fed governors without judicial review or due process "would weaken if not shatter the independence of the Federal Reserve."
He said presidents from both parties could gin up reasons to fire governors under such a system, with dangerous implications for a central bank that Congress created to operate independently.
"What are we doing when we have a system that incentivizes that?" Kavanaugh asked.
The president has complained for months that the Fed is not dropping interest rates quickly enough. He has tried to oust Cook, alleging she committed mortgage fraud, and his Justice Department has launched a criminal probe of Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell to determine whether he lied to Congress.
Both Cook and Powell have denied wrongdoing and have accused Trump of manufacturing pretexts to undermine the independence of the central bank to achieve his policy goals. The president's efforts have alarmed many economists, who fear that keeping interest rates artificially low could lead to long-term inflation.
The Supreme Court's ruling, which is expected in the coming weeks or months, is one of the most significant tests to date of Trump's push to expand presidential power and place under tighter control parts of the government that for decades have operated independently. It could also have major ramifications for the economy and is being closely watched by businesses and the markets.
In a sign of the stakes, both Powell and Cook attended the arguments, as did former Fed chair Ben S. Bernanke.
A ruling for Cook could allow her to remain in her position on the Fed board until a final decision is reached in her lawsuit, which could take months or even years.
The justices, in emergency rulings, have repeatedly backed Trump's bids to fire the heads of independent agencies in his second term, but in a major shift Wednesday, justices at both ends of the court's political spectrum seemed ready to draw a red line around the Fed.
Many signaled that they wanted additional legal proceedings, perhaps in lower courts, before deciding a novel and weighty legal issue on the merits, while Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said he might favor going ahead and ruling.
Conservative Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. asked Sauer why the Trump administration was asking the court to resolve such a momentous case in a "hurried manner." Justice Amy Coney Barrett, also a conservative, pointed to a friend-of-the-court brief by former Fed governors warning that removing Cook could trigger a recession and counseled caution.
Liberal Justice Sonia Sotomayor said the public's confidence in the court's decision would benefit from a hashing out of significant factual and legal issues before a ruling was issued.
"We know that the independence of the agency is very important and that that independence is harmed if we decide these issues too quickly and without due consideration," Sotomayor said.
Congress set up the Fed to be insulated from a president's control so it could make difficult decisions, such as raising interest rates, that might not be politically popular but that are good for the overall health of the economy.
No president in the 112-year history of the Fed had tried to fire a governor from the board before Trump targeted Cook in August. He alleged that she claimed two homes as primary residences at the same time to get a better mortgage rate. Cook denies the allegations.
The issue before the justices was whether the effort to fire her complied with the Federal Reserve Act, which says Fed board members can be removed only "for cause." A federal judge and a divided appeals court temporarily blocked Cook's removal, prompting the administration to appeal to the high court.
In October, the justices allowed Cook to remain in her job while they heard the emergency appeal from the Trump administration.
Sauer told the justices that the alleged mortgage fraud by Cook met the legal bar for her removal and that Trump had lost confidence in her ability to do the job. He also said courts did not have the authority to review the president's decision, a contention that a handful of the justices disputed.
"The American people should not have their interest rates determined by someone who was, at best, grossly negligent in obtaining favorable interest rates for herself," Sauer said.
Paul D. Clement, Cook's attorney, said judges do have the power to review Cook's ouster. He also said the mortgage fraud allegations, even if true, would not meet the legal bar to fire Cook, because she applied for her mortgages before she was appointed to the Fed by President Joe Biden in 2022. He added that Cook was never given an opportunity to defend herself.
"There is no reason to abandon more than 100 years of central bank independence on an emergency application," Clement said.
The justices quizzed attorneys for both sides about what the removal of a Fed governor should entail: what constitutes "for cause," whether the governor is entitled to a hearing and what latitude judges have to review a firing.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, a liberal, sounded incredulous when Sauer said it was sufficient due process for the president to have indicated on social media that he intended to fire Cook. Jackson asked how Cook was supposed to defend herself from the allegations without some kind of hearing.
"Like, she was supposed to post about it [on social media], and that was the opportunity to be heard?" Jackson asked.
David Wilcox, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics and the director of U.S. economic research at Bloomberg Economics, said he expects the justices to send the case back to lower courts. He said the lower courts need to resolve a key procedural question: whether Cook was afforded adequate process.
"My guess is what the court will do is kick the can down the road," he said, adding that it is risky to predict the outcome of the case based on oral arguments alone.
Some legal experts said administration officials may have damaged their chances by launching the criminal probe of Powell this month, creating the impression that Trump's efforts are more about reshaping the Fed board and policy than any alleged malfeasance by its leaders.
The Justice Department is probing whether Powell misled Congress about a $2.5 billion renovation of the Fed's headquarters. Powell has forcefully pushed back on those allegations, calling them "pretexts" in a video posted on the Fed's website.
"The threat of criminal charges is a consequence of the Federal Reserve setting interest rates based on our best assessment of what will serve the public, rather than following the preferences of the president," Powell said.
The arguments Wednesday were a notable shift from a case in December dealing with the legality of Trump's firing of a Democrat from the Federal Trade Commission, another independent agency, without cause. That case could also affect Cook's job at the Fed.
In that case, Sauer told the justices that Trump had inherent authority under the Constitution to remove members of independent agency boards, even though Congress set up those agencies to operate at a remove from the executive.
Some of the court's conservative justices and many officials in the Trump administration have expressed support for an idea known as unitary executive theory, which holds that the Constitution gives the president broad authority to fire officials and that Congress cannot limit it.
Agencies like the FTC, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and the Federal Election Commission operate as "a headless fourth branch" of government not fully accountable to the voters who elected the president, Sauer told the justices in the FTC case.
The conservative majority on the court seemed to embrace that argument, possibly clearing the way for them to strike down a 90-year-old precedent, known as Humphrey's Executor, that says Congress can limit the president's ability to dismiss the heads of independent agencies.
"I think broad delegations to unaccountable independent agencies raise enormous constitutional and real-world problems for individual liberty," Kavanaugh said then.
But Kavanaugh also suggested that the court sees the central bank as different and might carve out a rule protecting it. Whether or not it affects the Fed, a ruling striking down Humphrey's Executor would be one of the largest changes to the structure of government in decades. A decision in that case is also expected by the summer.
Some Fed watchers said Wednesday that the Cook case appeared unlikely to deal a fatal blow to the central bank's independence. But they also warned that the Fed is increasingly on the defensive -- reacting to political pressure rather than setting the terms -- and that without pushback from Congress and the markets, Trump could continue reshaping the institution in ways that erode its autonomy.
"It sounds to me that this case will not be the Waterloo for Fed independence," said Mark Spindel, an investment manager who co-wrote a history of the central bank's independence. "But the institution is clearly playing defense."
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National Security
U.S. military to move up to 7,000 ISIS detainees from Syria to Iraq
The mission followed a jailbreak earlier this week amid an advance by Syrian government forces into parts of the country long held by U.S. partners.

The Roj detention camp in northeast Syria. (Alice Martins/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Lamothe, Loveday Morris, Mustafa Salim | 2026-01-21
The U.S. military on Wednesday began the transfer of up to 7,000 Islamic State suspects from detention centers in northeastern Syria to neighboring Iraq, officials said, following a jailbreak this week that exposed how an increasingly fraught security situation has upended years of status quo.
U.S. aircraft removed about 150 alleged militants from a facility in Hasakah, Syria, with all of the additional transfers expected in coming days, defense officials said. The move comes as Syria's new government asserts greater authority over parts of the country that have been controlled for years by a Kurdish-led militia that partnered with U.S. forces to battle the Islamic State after it swept across much of both Iraq and Syria in 2013 and 2014 in a campaign of terror.
The first 150 detainees, considered the most dangerous individuals in captivity, were held in a detention camp managed by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), the Kurdish-led militia, a U.S. defense official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing relocation operation. The thousands of additional detainees scheduled for transfer also are among the "worst of the worst" who remain in captivity and are held in several facilities throughout northeastern Syria, the official added.
The top U.S. commander overseeing operations in the region, Adm. Brad Cooper, said in a statement that military officials are coordinating with regional partners, including the Iraqi government.
"Facilitating the orderly and secure transfer of ISIS detainees is critical to preventing a breakout that would pose a direct threat to the United States and regional security," Cooper said.
About 9,000 detainees affiliated with the Islamic State were in northeastern Syria as of Wednesday, the official said. Those who are not transferred to Iraq are expected to remain detained in Syria.
Approximately 1,000 U.S. troops remain in Syria as part of an enduring mission to prevent a regeneration of the militant group, officials said. A Defense Intelligence Agency report released last year said that the Islamic State will attempt to "reconstitute its attack capabilities," including plotting against the West, and to free prisoners to rebuild its ranks. Three U.S. troops were ambushed and killed by a suspected Islamic State member in Syria in December, prompting President Donald Trump to approve retaliatory airstrikes days later.
The transfer of 150 prisoners Wednesday included Iraqis and foreign fighters, and was organized in response to a "rapid change" in Syria's security situation, said Hussain Allawi, a security adviser for the Iraqi prime minister's office. "The measure taken today is an emergency step," he said.
Iraqi courts have jurisdiction to try the detainees under their anti-terrorism laws even if their alleged crimes were not carried out on Iraqi soil, he said.
Iraq had already begun to receive foreign prisoners to be tried in Iraqi courts at the request of the U.S.-led coalition. A group of 47 French Islamic State suspects were transferred to Iraq late last year, Allawi said.
Terrorism charges can carry the death penalty in Iraq. Those being transferred "have been deeply involved in the bloodshed of innocent Iraqis," said Iraqi military spokesman Sabah al-Numan. Iraq's Sumaria TV channel reported that new camps would be established to house the detainees.
At the peak of the Islamic State's power more than a decade ago, the militant group controlled about 40,000 square miles stretching across the two countries, roughly the size of Ohio.
The group was squeezed into a shrinking patch of Syrian territory by Iraqi and Kurdish fighters, backed by U.S. airstrikes, setting up a final battle in the Syrian town of Baghouz in 2019. Its final remnants were detained and held by Syrian Kurdish forces, leaving many in legal limbo as their home countries refused to take them back.
As of late last year, Iraq had received transfers of 3,246 of its citizens affiliated with the group held in Syrian prisons to face justice in its courts. It has also run a simultaneous program to bring back detainees from camps like al-Hol -- largely made up of women or children, or male teens who were born into the Islamic State's caliphate. More than 21,000 have been returned, with nearly 7,000 remaining, logs of returnees show.
The latest group also arrived in Iraq on Wednesday, according to Karim al-Nouri, Iraq's deputy minister of immigration and displacement. Most have been put through rehabilitation programs and reintegrated into society.

Members of the Syrian Democratic Forces, following clashes with Syrian government personnel, in Hasakah earlier this week. (Orhan Qereman/Reuters)


For years, Syrian Kurds have maintained an enclave in the northeastern part of the country while partnering with U.S. forces and taking responsibility for the detention of thousands of Islamic State suspects. Syrian government forces loyal to the country's new president, Ahmed al-Sharaa, have advanced on the region in recent days, prompting the jailbreak of about 200 militants from the Shaddadi prison on Monday after the SDF withdrew.
SDF members also withdrew from al-Hol camp Tuesday after taking gunfire from Syrian government forces, though a ceasefire was later declared.
On Tuesday night, Trump's envoy to Syria, Tom Barrack, urged the SDF to reconcile with the new Syrian government, saying its original purpose "as the primary anti-ISIS force on the ground has largely expired" now that the government in Damascus has voiced a desire to take over security responsibilities.
"Recent developments show the US actively facilitating this transition, rather than prolonging a separate SDF role," Barrack said in a long statement posted on social media.
A senior Syrian official said in a statement that Sharaa is in direct communication with Trump about matters related to security and counterterrorism.
"The measures taken by the Syrian government in recent days securing areas, protecting civilians, closing security gaps, and preventing any attempts to escape by detainees, are fully consistent with this shared objective," the statement said.
The transfer of Islamic State detainees was taken in "close coordination and ongoing consultations" with U.S. and Iraqi officials, the Syrian statement said. It described the effort as "temporary steps to address specific logistical challenges, pending the completion of the country's unification process" and an agreement reached with the SDF last week.
Sharaa fought against U.S. forces in Iraq as a member of al-Qaeda and spent time in prison for it. He took power early last year after he led a rebellion that forced the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to fall in late 2024. Hundreds of thousands of people were killed during a civil war under Assad's leadership, and mass graves have been discovered since his departure.
Sharaa split with al-Qaeda in 2016 and the Biden administration removed him from a list of U.S.-designated terrorists in 2024. In an interview with The Washington Post in November, he downplayed his past, saying that "fighting is not something shameful if it's done for noble objectives, especially if you are defending your own land and the people who are suffering from injustice." He has "never caused the death of an innocent person," he added.

Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa, during a meeting with Washington Post journalists in November. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Sharaa told The Post that his forces have been at war with the Islamic State for years, and the new Syrian government is capable of handling the militants. The "best solution," he said, is for U.S. troops to supervise the integration of the SDF into the government's forces. In recent days, Sharaa has directed an offensive against SDF-held areas, including in Raqqa. The SDF, backed by U.S. airpower and military advising, seized the city from the Islamic State in 2017.
Trump has been complimentary of Sharaa, inviting him to the White House in November and downplaying his past U.S. designation as a terrorist. Speaking Tuesday at the White House, the president said that the Syrian leader is "working very hard," calling him a "strong" and "tough guy."
"Pretty rough resume," Trump told reporters of Sharaa's background. "But you're not going to put a choir boy in there and get the job done."
During Trump's first presidency, he faced criticism for not objecting to a 2019 Turkish offensive into northern Syria that forced SDF members away from their shared border. He ordered the withdrawal of about 1,000 U.S. forces from northeastern Syria, before later shifting to leave hundreds there in what he described as an effort to keep oil fields from Islamic State control.
Morris and Salim reported from Baghdad. Kareem Fahim in Istanbul contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump hails 'framework' of Greenland deal, reversing tariff threats 
The announcement was the latest head-spinning twist in his effort to seize Greenland from Denmark despite Danish and Greenlandic objections that the island is not for sale.

US President Donald Trump looks on during the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos on January 21, 2026. The World Economic Forum takes place in Davos from January 19 to January 23, 2026. (Fabrice COFFRINI / AFP via Getty Images)


By Emily Davies, Cat Zakrzewski, Michael Birnbaum | 2026-01-22

President Donald Trump said he was seeking "immediate negotiations" about the United States acquiring Greenland, during his World Economic Forum speech.


DAVOS, Switzerland -- President Donald Trump said Wednesday that he had reached the "framework" of a deal on Greenland, backing away from his earlier demands to acquire the Danish territory after days of escalating threats and once-unthinkable worries about the most powerful member of NATO turning its weapons against one of its oldest allies.
Declaring that he would scrap planned tariffs on Europe, Trump  said talks were underway with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte about bolstering security in the Arctic. The announcement, made on Trump's social media account, was the latest head-spinning twist in his effort to seize Greenland from Denmark despite Danish and Greenlandic objections that the island is not for sale. And it marked a retreat from a push to claim another nation's territory as his own, which had unsettled markets as the European Union readied economic retaliation.
The president offered few  details, but the deal was likely to fall far short of the full sovereign possession that he previously demanded. Denmark's top diplomat said that the United States would not "own" the island, and  Rutte is not empowered to negotiate the transfer of territory from one NATO member to another.
"We have formed the framework of a future deal with respect to Greenland and, in fact, the entire Arctic Region. This solution, if consummated, will be a great one for the United States of America, and all NATO Nations," Trump wrote on Truth Social, saying that the proposed Golden Dome missile defense system was subject to further discussions "as it pertains to Greenland."
Trump's reversal came after a one-on-one meeting with Rutte, amid a frenzy of diplomacy at a snowy gathering of global economic elites that aimed at keeping the U.S. president from blowing up relations with Washington's closest and oldest allies.
The deal is "right now a little bit in progress but pretty far along," Trump told reporters in Davos. "It gets us everything we needed to get." Separately, he told CNBC in an interview that the deal would last "forever," while repeatedly declining to say whether it would involve ownership of Greenland.
Danish leaders said the day was ending better than it had started.
Trump's removing the tariff threat "takes the heat out," Danish Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen told a Danish broadcaster. The U.S. will not "own Greenland," he said. "That is a red line."
Discussions will focus on ensuring Arctic security, NATO spokeswoman Allison Hart said in a statement, including talks among Denmark, Greenland and the U.S. "aimed at ensuring that Russia and China never gain a foothold -- economically or militarily -- in Greenland."
Earlier Wednesday, Trump appeared unyielding in his demand that the U.S. acquire Greenland, ruling out military force while underscoring his willingness to use economic and diplomatic pressure against allies, in a speech before foreign leaders and business executives gathered for a forum meant to foster global cooperation.
"We want a piece of ice for world protection, and they won't give it. We've never asked for anything else," Trump on Wednesday told a packed room at the World Economic Forum here. "They have a choice. You can say yes, and we will be very appreciative. Or you can say no, and we will remember."
The address underscored a defining feature of Trump's second term: a willingness to wield U.S. power coercively -- through threats, tariffs and leverage -- even against allies, while showing little interest in persuasion or consensus-building. Rather than tailoring his message to an event created to foster international collaboration, Trump delivered a speech that rebuked alliances that have defined U.S. foreign policy for generations and derided Europe's economic policies.
He spoke for more than an hour, weaving from the economy to nostalgia for the age of European imperialism and the backlash to his immigration crackdown in Minnesota during his second speech in as many days defending policies that have struggled to gain traction at home and abroad.

Latvian President Edgars Rinkevics, center, and Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi, right, attend the 56th annual World Economic Forum Wednesday in Davos, Switzerland. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


The fallout was swift. Shortly after his remarks concluded, the European Parliament suspended ratification of the E.U.-U.S. trade deal that Trump reached last year. In a statement, Bernd Lange, chair of the legislative trade committee, said U.S. threats against Denmark and Greenland· left lawmakers no choice.
"By threatening the territorial integrity and sovereignty of an E.U. member state and by using tariffs as a coercive instrument, the U.S. is undermining the stability and predictability of E.U.-U.S. trade relations," he said.
It wasn't immediately obvious whether Trump's backing down on the tariffs would lead to a renewed effort in the European Parliament to ratify the deal.
Danish officials said earlier that Denmark and Greenland had proposed a NATO mission to the territory in a meeting with Rutte on Monday, possibly providing a way out of the dispute.
Danish and NATO diplomats had also signaled they were ready to address Trump's grievances by expanding the presence of U.S. troops or bases in Greenland and offering investment in mineral extraction.
The pending trade deal would have eliminated European tariffs on all U.S. industrial goods while leaving products from Europe facing a 15 percent tariff imposed by Trump, a structure analysts said favored Washington. The European Union is the nation's largest trading partner; total two-way goods trade each year is roughly $1 trillion.
European lawmakers' work on the deal will not resume "until the U.S. decides to reengage on a path of cooperation rather than confrontation," Lange said before Trump's more conciliatory announcement.
The president is joined in Davos by multiple cabinet secretaries, including Secretary of State Marco Rubio, whom Trump repeatedly praised during his speech in rare moments that drew applause. In one revealing aside, Trump praised European imperial expansion, saying there was nothing wrong with nations having expanded their territory through empire-building and drawing an explicit comparison to his push to acquire Greenland.
It was a sharp break from the post-World War II U.S. foreign policy consensus, which has supported countries' desire for independence from their colonial powers, then built a globalized trading system to weave those nations together.

Over the past 24 hours, President Donald Trump has appeared to refer to "Greenland" as "Iceland" nearly a half dozen times.


Trump and his aides had previewed the Davos appearance as an opportunity to project U.S. strength while addressing domestic economic concerns. American presidents, in part because of the opulent optics, have mostly skipped the forum. But Trump chose to return for the second time, this year with the largest and most senior delegation in U.S. history.
Trump often delivers such addresses to stadiums full of supporters who roar and cheer whenever he speaks. This crowd listened largely in silence, save for a few laugh lines, such as when Trump referred to the sunglasses French President Emmanuel Macron wore during his speech on Tuesday.
On the overnight flight to Davos, White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles told reporters that Trump will travel next week to Iowa for a speech tailored to energy and the economy, and will make weekly trips ahead of the midterm elections.
Trump on Wednesday also discussed the executive order he announced the previous night to keep large investors from buying up single-family homes. The action directs federal agencies to join in the effort, tells the attorney general and Federal Trade Commission to review acquisitions for anticompetitive practices, and says the White House will work on legislative recommendations to make the policies law.
But Trump's urgent interest in taking over Greenland from Denmark, a NATO ally, and his willingness to lambaste the E.U. overshadowed his effort to focus on his economic policy, at least to the throngs at Davos who had spent days in public and private weighing how to best thaw the tension with Trump.
Markets have been unsettled by heightened tensions between the U.S. and its NATO allies. Investors appeared relieved that Trump said he would not invade Greenland. Futures on the Dow Jones Industrial Average, S&P 500 and Nasdaq turned higher on the news after posting shallow losses earlier in the morning, with all three indexes ticking up as markets opened during the speech.
"Overall it feels like a relatively subdued address on the topics everyone anticipated," said one banking executive in a text message, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid professional retribution.
Onstage, Trump's voice sounded hoarse as he described falling gas prices. He appeared to confuse Greenland with its neighbor Iceland four times, attributing the Tuesday slide in the stock market to Iceland and not the trade war he started over his demands to purchase Greenland.
"Without us right now, you'd all be speaking German and a little Japanese perhaps," he said to the crowd in Switzerland, where German is one of four national languages and the most commonly spoken.
Trump also recounted how he imposed 30 percent tariffs on Swiss imports before raising them to 39 percent after a conversation with the Swiss president "rubbed me the wrong way, I'll be honest with you."
Eventually, he backed down, he said, "because I don't want to hurt people."
The personal attack on the leader of the country hosting a large U.S. delegation this week underscored Trump's readiness to use U.S. economic power coercively, even against close partners.
At a bilateral meeting shortly after the speech, Switzerland's new president, Guy Parmelin, remained a cordial host.
"Without you, it's not truly Davos," Parmelin said.
"I agree," Trump responded.
Trump met with the leaders of Poland, Belgium and Egypt on Wednesday, according to White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt. He then addressed business executives, mentioning the names of private-sector allies including Apple CEO Tim Cook and FIFA CEO Gianni Infantino.
Trump told reporters that he would meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who was still in Ukraine as of Wednesday, on Thursday.
Also on Thursday, Trump is scheduled to lead a charter signing of the Board of Peace, which he is marketing as an international peace-building organization with permanent seats worth $1 billion. Nearly three dozen countries have agreed to at least temporarily join the project, a senior administration official said.
As Trump walked out of the room, attendees returned to the standard rituals of this economic conference, where access and leverage remained the central currencies -- and none mattered more than proximity to the U.S. president.
Birnbaum reported from Washington. David Lynch, Rachel Siegel and Jacob Bogage in Washington and Ishaan Tharoor in Davos contributed to this report.
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Politics
Democrats seek to block Homeland Security funding over ICE concerns
The spending bill is set for a vote Thursday, and it's not clear if it will have enough support to pass.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) speaks during a news conference at the Capitol on Jan. 5. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Marianna Sotomayor | 2026-01-22
House Democrats plan to vote against a negotiated funding bill for the Department of Homeland Security on Thursday to protest Immigration and Customs Enforcement's aggressive actions against U.S. citizens in Minneapolis and other cities.
Thousands of ICE agents have been sent to Minnesota since December as part of a crackdown that DHS has described as the largest immigration enforcement effort in the agency's history. An ICE agent shot and killed 37-year-old Renee Good this month, prompting mass demonstrations in the Twin Cities. A week later, another ICE officer shot an undocumented Venezuelan man, Julio Cesar Sosa-Celis, in the leg during an arrest. ICE also began an operation in Maine· on Wednesday.
ICE agents have increased their presence across the country over the past year, which President Donald Trump and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem have said is necessary to deport undocumented immigrants with criminal records. But agents have been taped on camera aggressively detaining individuals·, including many U.S. citizens or undocumented immigrants without violent criminal records.
House Democrats were initially poised to support the DHS funding bill because congressional appropriators worked in a bipartisan manner to cobble together the dozen individual pieces of spending legislation necessary to pass before the Jan. 30 deadline to fund the government and prevent another shutdown. But Good's death incensed many Democrats and became a red line for the caucus, forcing Republican leaders to delay the measure's consideration and put the bill on the floor for a stand-alone vote.
Homeland Security responded to a request for comment on the Democrats' decision with a list of undocumented immigrants whom the agency alleges has committed crimes and who it has arrested or lodged a detainer for their arrest. "These are who the Democrats are protecting by trying to defund ICE law enforcement," a DHS spokesperson said in a statement.
Bipartisan members of the House and Senate appropriations committees negotiated the bill as part of a broader package of spending legislation before Democratic opposition became apparent. The bill would allocate $64.4 billion to Homeland Security, including $10 billion for ICE -- on par with existing funding levels -- and fund the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Transportation Security Administration, the Coast Guard and Customs and Border Protection.
It would reduce funding for ICE's enforcement and removal operations by $115 million, decrease the number of detention beds by 5,500, fund body cameras for agents and reduce funding for Border Patrol. It does not include other changes Democrats pushed for, including prohibitions on ICE agents shooting at moving vehicles or detaining U.S. citizens.
During a Democratic caucus meeting Wednesday morning, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) and his lieutenants announced they would vote against the bill because, they said, ICE is running rampant across the country and the proposal does not include any significant steps to rein in agents.
"These reforms aren't enough. [ICE's] lawlessness has to stop. And they're only doing this because they can. They're only doing this because the president of the United States wants to use them to terrorize communities," Democratic Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar (California) told reporters Wednesday.
Democrats will introduce several amendments to the bill during a GOP-led House Rules Committee meeting Wednesday, their final hope to change the measure enough to back it. The amendments would block ICE agents from detaining and deporting U.S. citizens and bar agents from covering their faces during enforcement operations. It isn't clear whether Republicans will vote against those proposals in the committee meeting.
"This is a time when so many people across the country, in every district, are saying, 'What the hell is going on here?'" said Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Washington), who introduced an amendment in the Rules Committee to bar ICE from using federal money to detain and deport U.S. citizens. "We're just at this place where it is so serious, where the First Amendment rights, Fourth Amendment rights, and Fifth Amendment rights are being so clearly violated every day -- and that's for U.S. citizens. Imagine what's happening to people who are not U.S. citizens."
Republicans are aware they cannot rely on Democratic support to pass the legislation, and leaders have implored that all GOP lawmakers be present for Thursday's vote to ensure its passage. If every member of the House is present and voting, Republicans can only afford to lose two votes to send the last of 12 appropriation bills to the Senate if all Democrats oppose it.
The House is expected to hold separate votes on the DHS funding bill and a three-bill package of the other remaining appropriations bills on Thursday. Government funding is set to expire Jan. 30, and without an appropriations bill or a funding extension known as a continuing resolution, any agency that hasn't had a spending bill enacted into law would shut down.
Besides the outrage from Good's death, Democrats are also feeling pressure from their electoral base to fight back against the Trump administration more broadly on immigration. Some lawmakers have begun to resurrect a demand leaders in the party have tried to tamp down for years: "Abolish ICE." The slogan became a rallying cry during Trump's first term, and many strategists say it ultimately cost the Democratic Party in subsequent elections as voters considered Republicans tougher on crime and border security.
"Hey, Democrats, if you have a problem with ICE -- which many of them do, irrationally -- you should not take down the appropriations bill, because there are all these other areas of Homeland Security that are essential," said Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), who noted that not funding DHS would affect preparations for America's 250th celebration and the World Cup. "This is not a game."
Notably, House Democratic leaders are not whipping lawmakers to vote against the legislation, though most are expected to join them in opposing it. Several moderate Democrats who represent swing districts are weighing whether to support the bill rather than be targeted for voting against the border security agency.
Others, including Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), who crafted the bill, argue that Republicans already locked in the bulk of DHS funding for ICE through their massive tax and immigration law, known as the One Big Beautiful Bill. That measure sent $75 billion for immigration enforcement to ICE, funding that would continue uninterrupted even if the annual spending bill doesn't pass.
The top Democrats on the House and Senate appropriations committees, Rep. Rosa DeLauro (Connecticut) and Sen. Patty Murray (Washington), have also argued that denying funding for the agency would affect other key government services, such as TSA and FEMA, and that a short-term funding law would give the Trump administration wider latitude to make spending decisions at DHS.
Aguilar said that the caucus is aware of those risks, but they will be voting against the package without "substantive" changes.
"It's unfortunate that the behavior of ICE is jeopardizing the Homeland Security bill," he said.
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Justice
Judge blocks government from searching data seized from Post reporter
Government officials may not examine electronic devices seized from a Post reporter until litigation stemming from the search of her home is settled, a judge rules.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Perry Stein | 2026-01-21
Government officials may not examine electronic devices seized from a Washington Post reporter until litigation stemming from the search of her home is settled, a federal judge in Virginia ruled Wednesday.
The ruling from U.S. Magistrate Judge William B. Porter was issued hours after The Post demanded in a court filing that federal law enforcement officials return the electronic devices the government seized from staff reporter Hannah Natanson's home last week. The extraordinary search "flouts the First Amendment and ignores federal statutory safeguards for journalists," The Post told the court.
Federal agents executed a search warrant on Jan. 14 at Natanson's home in Virginia, seizing a phone, two laptops, a recorder, a portable hard drive and a Garmin watch. Law enforcement officials said the search was part of an investigation into a government contractor who is accused of unlawfully obtaining classified materials.
In his brief order, Porter wrote that The Post and Natanson had "demonstrated good cause in their filings to maintain the status quo" and would not allow the government to access Natanson's data until he is able to fully review and rule on the matter. He ordered the government to respond to The Post's filing by Jan. 28 and scheduled a hearing early next month.
It is exceptionally rare for law enforcement officials to conduct searches at reporters' homes. The law allows such searches, but federal regulations intended to protect a free press are designed to make it more difficult to use aggressive law enforcement tactics against reporters to obtain the identities of their sources.
The search marked the first time the government has raided a journalist's home as part of a national security leak investigation, First Amendment advocacy groups have noted.
"The outrageous seizure of our reporter's confidential newsgathering materials chills speech, cripples reporting, and inflicts irreparable harm every day the government keeps its hands on these materials," The Post said in a statement. "We have asked the court to order the immediate return of all seized materials and prevent their use. Anything less would license future newsroom raids and normalize censorship by search warrant."
The filing was The Post's first court action in response to the seizure. In it, Post attorneys said they conferred multiple times with federal officials about the seized data, and the government agreed that it would not "begin a substantive review of the seized data" until the parties met again on Jan. 20.
On Jan. 20, they met again, and when the government rejected a proposal to return the materials, The Post's attorneys said they would be filing a request in court.
According to Post attorneys, the federal officials appeared to take an increasingly combative approach, citing directives from "unnamed more senior officials," and refused to refrain from reviewing the materials until the litigation was settled. The Post attorneys from the law firm Williams & Connolly noted that, in other cases, federal officials voluntarily have held off on reviewing materials pending a court hearing.
The government officials said they were still processing the data from Natanson's electronic devices and had not started reviewing it. They also said, according to the court filing, that they "would not refrain from conducting a substantive review" and "would not agree to inform us even when it began."
The Post's filing had requested that the judge hold a hearing on an expedited schedule and prohibit the government from reading through Natanson's materials until the litigation is settled. Porter granted the motion and said that for now the government could keep the seized materials but was prohibited from reviewing them.
The warrant that federal agents obtained for the search said it was executed as part of an investigation into Aurelio Perez-Lugones, a system administrator in Maryland who has a top-secret security clearance. A Justice Department official said the suspect was messaging Natanson when he was arrested earlier this month. Perez-Lugones has been charged with retaining classified materials but has not been accused in court of illegally leaking materials to the media.
President Donald Trump, in an apparent reference to Perez-Lugones, said after the case became public that a person alleged to have leaked information about Venezuela had been arrested.
In a personal declaration accompanying the court filings, Natanson said that she had communicated with Perez-Lugones via Signal -- an encrypted messaging app -- and phone.
The United States has no law that explicitly makes it a crime for a journalist to obtain or publish classified information. In 2019, when WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was indicted under the Espionage Act for disclosing classified information, First Amendment scholars warned that his case could set a precedent that could be used against journalists. That issue was never tested in court because Assange and the government reached a plea deal in 2024.
The filing Wednesday said that the electronic devices the government seized from Natanson "contain years of information about past and current confidential sources and other unpublished newsgathering materials, including those she was using for current reporting."
The seized materials cover "essentially her entire professional universe," and "almost none" of the information is relevant to the search warrant, the filing said.
"The government seized this proverbial haystack in an attempt to locate a needle," the filing said.
Prosecutors also served The Washington Post with a subpoena seeking information related to the same government contractor. The subpoena asked The Post to hand over any communications between the contractor and other employees.
Natanson covers the federal workforce and has been a part of The Post's most high-profile and sensitive coverage related to government firings, national security and diplomacy during the first year of the second Trump administration. Her most recent articles included in-depth reporting on topics as disparate as Venezuela and Social Security.
In December, Natanson wrote a first-person account about her experience covering the workforce as the Trump administration created upheaval across the federal government. She detailed how she posted her secure phone number to an online forum for government workers and amassed more than 1,000 sources, with federal workers frequently contacting her to share frustrations and accounts from their offices.
Natanson wrote in her declaration Wednesday that she typically receives anywhere from dozens to upward of 100 tips from sources per day on Signal. But since the seizure, the number of tips has fallen to zero.
In its filings, The Post argues that the government's search violates the First Amendment and is an "unconstitutional prior restraint" because, by seizing Natanson's devices, it has rendered her incapable of effectively doing her job. The seizure, they said, amounts to blocking her speech before she is able to publish it.
"Here, the government has commandeered Natanson's reporting records and tools, thereby preventing her from contacting her more than 1,100 sources and receiving their tips, and generally impairing her ability to publish the stories she otherwise would have published but for the raid," the filing states.
Last week, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press requested that the court make public materials related to the search warrant of Natanson's home. Those materials would include the affidavit, which would be prosecutors' explanation to a judge about why a search of Natanson's home was necessary.
A judge has not yet ruled on that request.
"This is the first time in U.S. history that the government has searched a reporter's home in a national security media leak investigation, seizing potentially a vast amount of confidential data and information," said Bruce D. Brown, president of the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press.
"The move imperils public-interest reporting and will have ramifications far beyond this specific case," he said. "It is critical that the court blocks the government from searching through this material until it can address the profound threat to the First Amendment posed by the raid."
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Courts & Law
Federal appeals court upholds Maryland gun control restrictions
In a federal lawsuit, a group of gun owners and advocacy groups argued that state bans against firearms in public places such as schools or hospitals violate the Second Amendment.

By a 2-1 vote, the appeals panel upheld Maryland's prohibition on carrying firearms on public transit. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Salvador Rizzo | 2026-01-22
A federal appeals court upheld many of Maryland's gun-control measures in a sweeping opinion that says states can ban firearms in sensitive public places such as schools and hospitals without running afoul of the Supreme Court's recent decisions expanding the right to bear arms.
A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit ruled unanimously Tuesday that Maryland's laws and regulations banning firearms in government buildings, school grounds and health care facilities are constitutional, handing a victory to the state's Democratic leaders, who defended the measures from a federal lawsuit brought by a group of gun owners and advocacy groups that argued they violated the Second Amendment.
By a 2-1 vote, the appeals panel also upheld Maryland's prohibition on carrying firearms in public transportation, state parks and forests, stadiums, museums, racetracks, casinos, amusement parks, locations that sell alcoholic beverages, and anywhere within 1,000 feet of a public demonstration.
Writing for the majority, Judge Roger L. Gregory said all of those locations are "sensitive places" where firearms may be banned under the Supreme Court's gun-rights jurisprudence.
"We must read the right to bear arms in conjunction with the First Amendment's protection of the right to peaceably assemble," Gregory wrote in upholding Maryland's ban on guns at public demonstrations. "Though the right to bear arms surely is 'not a second-class right,' neither are the rights to free speech and free assembly."
Although the court upheld most of the challenged laws, the three judges agreed unanimously that Maryland could not ban guns on private properties that are held open for the public, such as stores, regardless of the property owner's wishes.
Other federal appellate courts with jurisdiction over California, Illinois and New York have upheld similar gun-control measures in recent years, though they have differed at times on what constitutes a sensitive place. The Fourth Circuit's rulings can be applied across Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and West Virginia.
"The Fourth Circuit affirmed what common sense -- and our Constitution -- already makes clear: we can protect the Second Amendment while also protecting Marylanders from the heightened dangers of guns in places like schools, hospitals, public transportation, parks, and other spaces where families should be able to live, learn, and move about safely," Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said in a statement Tuesday.
The legal battle began after the Supreme Court said in a 2022 case, N.Y. State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen, that gun-control measures are presumptively unconstitutional unless they are rooted in the nation's "historical tradition." That ruling touched off a still-ongoing debate in the lower courts about how far back a gun-control measure must have been enshrined to qualify as a historical tradition, with some scholars and judges saying only restrictions from the time of the nation's founding are permissible.
In the case before the Fourth Circuit, Judge G. Steven Agee agreed that Maryland could ban guns in school grounds, health care facilities and government buildings, but said the bans covering public transit, state parks and forests, places of amusement and liquor vendors should have been struck down as unconstitutional.
"The Supreme Court articulated a narrow exception to allow governments to restrict individuals' Second Amendment rights in 'sensitive places,' " Agee wrote in a partial dissent. "Maryland's laws would convert that exception into a broad license to prohibit firearms in locations where people gather for almost any purpose so long as those purposes are separately listed to give the appearance of limited scope."
He said it was hard to imagine the Founding Fathers intended to ban guns in all public forests. Maryland allows regulated hunting and target-shooting in some of those locations. "The signers of the Constitution and proponents of the Bill of Rights would surely consider prohibitions on carrying firearms on such expansive and uninhabited public lands ludicrous," Agee said.
Gregory received a recess appointment to the appeals court from President Bill Clinton and was then nominated to his seat by President George W. Bush. His opinion was joined in full by Chief Judge Albert Diaz, a nominee of President Barack Obama. Agee was nominated by Bush.
Attorneys for the plaintiffs challenging Maryland's gun laws did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The challengers could seek to have Tuesday's ruling reviewed by all active members of the Fourth Circuit or seek an appeal at the Supreme Court.
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White House
Highlights: Trump seeks negotiations for Greenland in Davos speech
His remarks to the annual World Economic Forum come as European leaders try to de-escalate tensions with the U.S. over Trump's plan to acquire Greenland.

(Denis Balibouse/Reuters)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Emily Davies, Amy B Wang, Maegan Vazquez, Adela Suliman, Michael Birnbaum, Maham Javaid, Niha Masih, Jacob Bogage, David J. Lynch, David   Stern, Ishaan Tharoor, Aaron Wiener, Kate Brady, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Mariana Alfaro, Rachel Siegel, Dan Diamond, Natalia Abbakumova, Brianna Tucker, Robyn Dixon, Naomi Schanen, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2026-01-22
President Donald Trump delivered wide-ranging remarks Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, saying he was "seeking immediate negotiations" to discuss the acquisition of Greenland but that he would not use force to annex the territory. Trump, whose escalating rhetoric about tariffs and comments about taking control of the territory from NATO ally Denmark overshadowed this year's meeting before it began, claimed during his speech that Greenland is "actually part of North America" and is therefore "a core national security interest of the United States of America." The president touted his economic record as well as his use of tariffs as a negotiation tactic with world leaders. During his remarks at the conference, which attracts executives and politicians from around the world, Trump also appeared to erroneously refer to Greenland as its neighbor Iceland four times.
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Politics
Former NFL sidelines reporter Michele Tafoya runs for Senate in Minnesota
Tafoya cited her work on TV in her campaign announcement, saying the job "taught me about how leadership really works."

NBC sports reporter Michele Tafoya at an NFL football game in 2021 in New Orleans. (Tyler Kaufman/AP)


By Matthew Choi | 2026-01-21
Former "Sunday Night Football" sidelines reporter Michele Tafoya announced a Republican bid for Senate on Wednesday to replace retiring Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minnesota) with the backing of the Senate Republicans' campaign arm. 
"For too long, hardworking people have been ripped off by criminals, corporations and career politicians," Tafoya said in a video announcing her candidacy. "And the people doing everything right are the ones paying the biggest price. Well I'm not going to stay on the sidelines any longer."
Tafoya cited her work as a television reporter in her campaign announcement, saying the job "taught me about how leadership really works. When leaders are prepared and accountable, teams succeed. When they aren't, people pay the price."
Besides her time with NBC's "Sunday Night Football," Tafoya also had stints with CBS and ESPN. Since leaving network television, she has been a conservative commentator with her own podcast and appearances on other right-wing media.
Tafoya enters a crowded primary but is backed by the National Republican Senatorial Committee and its chairman, Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina).
"From allowing billions of dollars in fraud to vilifying law enforcement, the Walz-Flanagan administration has failed Minnesotans," Scott posted on social media, referencing the state's current governor and lieutenant governor. "But change is coming, and Michele Tafoya will lead the way."
Royce White, a former professional basketball player who challenged Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota) in 2024, is also running as a Republican, as are former Minnesota Republican Party Chair David Hann, former Navy SEAL Adam Schwarze, former House candidate Tom Weiler and others.
Tafoya's announcement made passing reference to the unrest that has gripped the Twin Cities over federal immigration enforcement, noting the "pressure is mounting again" while showing a clip of protesters clashing with law enforcement. She said she would stand with police to combat crime and deport undocumented immigrants, but did not reference the growing tensions between local law enforcement and federal immigration agents.
Tafoya did not name Renee Good, a 37-year-old woman who was shot and killed by an ICE officer earlier this month. Good's killing sparked further demonstrations and calls from elected officials for federal immigration efforts to end in the city. The Trump administration defended the ICE officer as acting in self defense. Roughly 3,000 people have been arrested as part of the immigration enforcement operation -- the largest in the country.
In the video, Tafoya also took jabs at the state's Democratic leaders, including Gov. Tim Walz over the state's multiyear welfare fraud that has become a national scandal. Scammers stole at least hundreds of millions of dollars in government funding for social safety net programs under Walz's governorship, according to prosecutors. The scandal has damaged Walz's image in the state, just over a year after he was vaulted into the national spotlight as  then-Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate. Republicans assert their downballot candidates will also be able to capitalize on the fraud scandal.
Tafoya also cited keeping trans athletes out of women's sports and lowering costs for middle-class families as her policy priorities. Her affordability message focused on reducing taxes and bolstering manufacturing.
In what is expected to be a contentious Democratic Senate primary, Rep. Angie Craig is facing off against Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan.
 Klobuchar, who holds Minnesota's other Senate seat, is considering running for governor in the wake of Walz's retirement announcement this month. That would leave both of the state's Senate seats up for grabs.
Minnesota's Democratic Farmer Labor Party has historically had a solid hold on the state. Minnesota has not elected a Republican to the Senate since 2002 or a Republican to the White House since 1976.
But in 2024 President Donald Trump outperformed every GOP presidential candidate since George W. Bush in 2004 and came within five percentage points of Harris, the Democratic nominee.
Republicans also have a narrow majority in the state House and are one seat away from a majority in the state Senate. Half of the state's delegation to the U.S. House is Republican, including House Majority Whip Tom Emmer.
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Opinions
Democrats finally abandon Bill Clinton
A bipartisan House committee held Bill and Hillary Clinton in contempt of Congress. Amazing. 

Former president Bill Clinton at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21, 2024. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Jim Geraghty | 2026-01-22
The House Oversight Committee voted Wednesday to hold former president Bill Clinton in contempt of Congress·. That's not surprising, but what is surprising is that nine Democrats sided with the Republicans. Another two profiles in Democratic courage, Reps. Yassamin Ansari of Arizona and Dave Min of California, voted "present" -- maybe it was just their way of saying it depends on what your definition of contempt is.
The House Oversight Committee wanted the former president, along with former first lady and secretary of state Hillary Clinton (also held in contempt of Congress), to appear for a deposition relating to the deceased sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. The Clintons say they have offered to meet with panel chairman, Republican James Comer of Kentucky) and ranking Democrat Robert Garcia (California), but couldn't settle on the details.
"We have offered to help, we have helped, and to this very moment we are ready to help. But the Republicans REFUSE to say YES," declared Angel Urena, Bill Clinton's deputy chief of staff.
In Clinton's most recent memoir, "Citizen," he mentions Epstein in just a brief passage. "In 2002 and 2003, he invited me to fly on his airplane to support the work of the foundation and in return for flying me, my staff, and my Secret Service detail who always accompanied me, Epstein asked only that I take an hour or two on each trip to discuss politics and economics. That was the extent of our conversations." The name of Epstein's notorious accomplice, Ghislaine Maxwell -- a guest at the 2010 wedding of the Clintons' daughter, Chelsea -- never appears in the memoir.
Now, I know this is going to shock you, but there's reason to think that Bill Clinton's statements related to public suspicion of sexual impropriety might not be entirely reliable. Clinton had previously claimed, through a statement from Urena, "In 2002 and 2003, President Clinton took a total of four trips on Jeffrey Epstein's airplane: one to Europe, one to Asia, and two to Africa, which included stops in connection with the work of the Clinton Foundation."
Subsequent flight logs record that those four "trips" included at least 26 separate flights aboard Epstein's plane. As the Daily Mail reported in 2020, a photo taken in 2002 shows then-22-year-old Chauntae Davies, who became an Epstein accuser, giving Clinton a shoulder massage while the plane was refueling at a small airport in Portugal, en route to Africa.
"I had always thought Epstein was odd," Clinton wrote in the memoir, "but had no inkling of the crimes he was committing." If only he had been aware of the plane's nickname, the "Lolita Express," that might have given him an inkling.
Donald Trump in 2002 said of Epstein to New York magazine: "He's a lot of fun to be with. It is even said that he likes beautiful women as much as I do, and many of them are on the younger side. No doubt about it -- Jeffrey enjoys his social life." Former Trump adviser Roger Stone, in his 2015 book, "The Clintons' War on Women," quotes Trump as saying, "The one time I visited [Epstein's] Palm Beach home, the swimming pool was full of beautiful young girls. 'How nice,' I thought, 'he let the neighborhood kids use his pool.'"
It is amazing that some of the sharpest and most successful men on the planet hung around with Epstein, and, in their telling, never noticed anything that warranted wariness or alarm. They have amazing instincts everywhere else in life, but the moment they hung around Epstein, they had all the sharp-eyed perceptiveness of Mr. Magoo.
Given the House Democrats voting to hold Clinton in contempt of Congress, it's clearer than ever that his political immunity within the Democratic Party over his own sexual improprieties has expired. It was a long time coming, and seems possible only in the aftermath of the #MeToo movement. If you have a long enough memory, you can recall that just about everybody in the party, including many self-described feminists, vehemently defended Clinton in the 1990s, insisting it was nobody's business if the 49-year-old, married president was involved with a 22-year-old White House intern.
In theory, every major figure in public life insists that Epstein's crimes were horrific and those who also exploited underage women need to be exposed and prosecuted. But something always seems to go wrong, doesn't it? On the campaign trail in 2024, Trump more than once said he would release "the Epstein files," and his running mate, JD Vance, made a similar pledge. But by July, Trump was demanding that Republicans "not waste Time and Energy on Jeffrey Epstein, somebody that nobody cares about."
In a near-unanimous vote in November, Congress sets a deadline for the release of all Justice Department files relating to Epstein -- but the department misses the deadline and says it doesn't know when it will be done reviewing all of the documents. Bill Clinton insists through his spokesperson that he wants to help but that congressional Republicans just won't let him.
It's amazing how everybody says they want to get to the bottom of this ... right up until the moment it becomes inconvenient.
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The Checkup With Dr. Wen
What to ask yourself if you think you may be drinking too much
Responding to reader questions about the risks of alcohol use.

An empty miniature liquor bottle near a sidewalk in Boston in 2023. (Steven Senne/AP)


By Leana Wen | 2026-01-22
You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
Readers had strong reactions to my column this week about what we know and don't know about alcohol's health risks. I wanted to address those questions here and offer guidance for people who are considering cutting back.
"How could you be a doctor and say that the risks of alcohol are 'acceptable'?" asked May from Virginia. "Alcohol is a poison, just like tobacco. Saying to people they can drink a glass or two is like saying they can smoke a pack or two."
I understand May's perspective. The evidence clearly shows that binge drinking and regular heavy drinking are associated with substantial harm to nearly every organ system. What is far less settled is whether drinking an occasional glass of wine is comparable to smoking an occasional cigarette. Light alcohol consumption does appear to slightly increase cancer risk. At the same time, some studies have found that people who drink small amounts have slightly lower rates of cardiovascular disease than people who abstain entirely.
People will interpret this evidence differently. Someone with a history of cancer in their family may reasonably decide to minimize risk and drink only on special occasions. Others might look at the same data, judge the absolute increase in risk to be small and decide to keep their daily glass of wine.
That said, even occasional drinking can be problematic for some people. John from Minnesota wrote that he comes from a family with a history of alcohol use disorder. "I tried alcohol twice in my life, and both times, I thought I liked it just a little too much," he said. "So I stay away from the stuff."
Meryl from Indiana expressed a similar view. She belongs to Alcoholics Anonymous, which helped her stop drinking 10 years ago. "There's no such thing as drinking 'in moderation' for me," she wrote.
Their experiences point to a key question that anyone who drinks should ask themselves: Who has control? When you have one drink, do you feel satisfied stopping there, or do you feel a pull to keep going? When you try to go days or weeks without alcohol, do you become anxious or uncomfortable? Being able to drink by choice is fundamentally different from feeling that alcohol exerts control over you.
Another red flag is using alcohol to cope with something else. Here, the question to ask is why you drink. Is it to manage feelings of depression or anxiety, or to help with sleep? Alcohol is not an effective or durable solution to these problems. While it may seem to relieve short-term symptoms, people often develop tolerance and need increasing amounts to achieve the same effect, with accumulating negative health consequences. In these situations, even individuals who are not drinking heavily might benefit from speaking with a clinician to address the underlying issue driving their alcohol use.
"I always enjoyed a glass of wine with dinner because I liked the taste, and I thought it was good for my heart," wrote Michael from Pennsylvania. "Has that changed?"
It is true that red wine contains flavonoids and other antioxidant compounds that have been studied for potential cardiovascular benefits. However, these same compounds are readily available in a wide range of fruits and vegetables, such as grapes and blueberries. Earlier observational studies suggesting cardioprotective effects from wine have been tempered by more recent research showing far more modest benefits.
Alcohol should not be used as a strategy to improve cardiovascular health. People who want to protect their hearts are better served by following well-established recommendations, including eating a nutritious diet, staying physically active, and managing weight, blood pressure and diabetes.
"I don't understand your hypocrisy," wrote Jenny from Washington, D.C. "You've written so much about how cannabis is bad for health. I think you should be writing about how it's so much better to use cannabis instead of alcohol."
My concern about cannabis is the mistaken perception that because it is often described as having medical uses, it is therefore harmless. In reality, there are relatively few well-established medical indications, while the potential harms are increasingly well-documented. People who choose to use cannabis should do so with a clear understanding of those risks and an informed sense of trade-offs.
The same principle applies to alcohol. No one should be drinking because they believe it is good for their health. Instead, people should be aware of the risks, distinguish between the harms of heavy use and the risks associated with occasional light use and make choices that align with their own health priorities and individual circumstances.
That choice may well be to cut back. Dan from Maryland asked what I thought about Dry January. "I know we have less than half the month left," he wrote, "but is this something worth trying?"
Yes. There are meaningful benefits to abstaining from alcohol for a defined period, whether it is a month or just a few days. One is that it can be informative. If stepping away from alcohol feels unusually difficult, that may signal an unhealthy reliance. Another benefit is that people may notice improvements in their mood, sleep and blood pressure control.
People who find that they cannot reduce their alcohol use and want additional support should speak with a clinician. Evidence-based treatments are available, including medications, psychotherapies and peer support groups. All of these can help people step back from alcohol and make clearer, more deliberate choices about its role in their lives.
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Opinions
A wild Davos gives Europe a dose of needed shock therapy   
Trump's wrecking ball creates new determination to address the continent's long-festering problems. 

President Donald Trump at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Thursday. (Markus Schreiber/AP)


By David Ignatius | 2026-01-22
DAVOS, Switzerland -- President Donald Trump's Greenland fiasco has done Europe an unintended favor. His erratic bullying has forced European leaders to recognize that they need independence from an unreliable America -- and to break with their own moribund economic and security policies.
Trump monopolized the headlines at the World Economic Forum here this week, threatening a Greenland invasion and then backing down·, giving him the media dominance he craves. But the deeper conversation was something different -- an open European rebellion against Trump and a bracing dose of honesty at a gathering where polite avoidance has been an operating principle. Europeans this week stopped pretending that their economies will revive if they keep slipstreaming behind America, the global hegemon.
Europe's stagnation has been a background theme of nearly every Davos conference I've attended for 25 years. Changing that status quo was hard, while following America's lead was easy. But Trump has shifted that balance in his second term. He has transformed the transatlantic alliance into a humiliating exercise in tariffs, White House demands and insults. European leaders played along for most of last year, but by this week, they were fed up.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, whom I'll count here as an honorary European, put it bluntly in a speech to the forum·: "We are in the midst of a rupture, not a transition. ... When the rules no longer protect you, you must protect yourself." Carney listed a string of independence measures his country is taking, including a new "strategic partnership" with China. Given Trump's nonsensical Canada-bashing, who could blame him?
Europe needs to fix an economy that "still lags behind that of the U.S.," said French President Emmanuel Macron. While urging change, he also celebrated Europe's reliability and order in contrast to Trump's disruptive policies: "Having a place like Europe, which sometimes is too slow, for sure, and needs to be reformed for sure, but which is predictable, loyal ... it's a good place."
Trump administration officials paraded through Davos like a triumphant army, further galvanizing Europeans. Christine Lagarde, the widely admired head of the European Central Bank, found Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick's tone at a dinner Tuesday so dismissive that she walked out, according to a source who was there.
Greenland was a trigger, but the deeper anger was over what Macron described as economic "vassalization," at a moment when Trump is in imperial overdrive. European leaders know they are being left behind by an AI-powered surge in the U.S. economy. Europeans want to join in that boom -- and they finally seem to recognize that the European Union's rules and regulations, and its heavy tax burden, are stifling the growth they need.
European leaders want their own version of "Liberation Day." That means new trade partnerships with Latin America, Africa and Asia, and an understanding with China that it must share technology if it wants access to the E.U. market. But most of all, it means creating innovation-friendly economies at home -- with fewer rules, lower taxes and a less rigid welfare system.
Europe needs an "urgency mindset" about economic reform, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told the forum. "Europe must speed up its push for independence. ... The world has changed permanently. And we need to change with it."
The reform pathway was clearly marked by Mario Draghi, former head of the ECB, in a September 2024 report on declining European competitiveness. "A wide gap in GDP has opened up between the EU and the US," he wrote in a foreword. Since 2000, he noted, real disposable income had increased almost twice as much in America as in the EU.
"Europe largely missed out on the digital revolution led by the internet and the productivity gains it brought," Draghi wrote. Just four of the world's top 50 tech companies were European, he warned. Of the billion-dollar "unicorns" founded in Europe between 2008 and 2021, nearly 30 percent moved abroad to escape taxes and restrictive regulations.
Draghi's message was clear to every European business and political leader I've talked to over the past two years. But in Britain and Europe, weak leaders haven't been able to implement reforms -- and Euro-sclerosis seems worse than ever. A study cited by Deutsche Bank found that a year after Draghi's report, only 11 percent of his 383 recommendations had been adopted. Trump may have helped break that impasse.
Trump's takeover play in Greenland gave Europe a moment of shock therapy -- bursting a bubble of passivity and deference. By the end of the week Trump, had backed off his demand to buy the island, facing united opposition from European leaders and a sell-off of U.S. stocks and bonds. Greenland was an icy TACO, as many Trump watchers had predicted. But for Europe, it was a wake-up call.
Trump complained at Davos that Europeans should be thanking him for all the great things he's done for them. This time, he may actually be right. The Greenland putsch might finally have shocked Europeans into taking control of their destiny -- and beginning the economic reforms they need to survive as prosperous countries.
The transatlantic alliance won't collapse after this crazy week in Davos, but it's going to be different.
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The Post's View
DHS: No judicial warrant? No problem.
Any legal novice could point out the problem with the Trump administration's view on warrants.

Federal law enforcement officers knock on the door of a house in St. Paul, Minnesota, on Jan. 18. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
The Constitution's protections for individual rights keep getting in the way of the Trump administration's immigration methods.
A whistleblower's organization representing anonymous government employees alleged this week that the acting director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement issued a memo in May instructing officers that they can enter a person's home without a judicial warrant. The memo contends that officers can instead rely on a document prepared by ICE -- known as an administrative warrant -- after a final deportation order has been signed, typically by an immigration judge in the executive branch.
The Department of Homeland Security effectively confirmed this policy on Thursday, saying those being targeted already "had full due process" and that such warrants "have been used for decades."
Administrative warrants are issued by the executive branch itself, not by an independent judge. They can be used to arrest immigrants in public locations. But any legal novice knows that, except in extreme circumstances, forcibly entering a person's home without a warrant issued by a judge violates the Fourth Amendment, as the Supreme Court has repeatedly ruled.
The whistleblower report alleges that ICE agents in Texas have already started to rely on administrative warrants to arrest people in their homes, though this remains unconfirmed. If true, this represents yet another example of the administration treating constitutional rights as mere suggestions when enforcing immigration laws.
The administration has, for example, sent immigrants to be imprisoned in El Salvador without due process, which the Supreme Court later ruled was required. It has detained and sought to deport foreigners in the United States on student visas explicitly because of their political views. And who can forget President Donald Trump's executive order attempting to end birthright citizenship, which is enshrined in the 14th Amendment?
Trump won the 2024 election on promises to pursue mass deportation, and he's within his rights to aggressively enforce the laws. But the administration sullies that mandate every time it goes too far -- especially when it reaches beyond its legal authority. The public has already soured on the administration's crackdown. How long will it take before the president notices?
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Letters to the Editor
Plato's fall to culture wars carries a troubling irony
'Members Only: Palm Beach,' free speech, university board independence and whale protections, in readers' eyes.

(Dimitri Messinis/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-22
The Jan. 14 editorial "Plato falls victim to campus culture wars" underscored a troubling irony. The Socratic method, developed by Socrates in the 5th century B.C. and conveyed through his student Plato, has profoundly shaped Western reasoning. That some of his teachings are being rejected because they might corrupt our youths is ironic because Socrates was sentenced to death for allegedly corrupting the youths of his time.
Texas A&M's rejection of some of Plato's teachings to comply with the Trump administration's guidelines from his executive order on gender ideology suggests that, despite increased knowledge, we have not gained much wisdom over the millennia.
Mark Evers, Lake Oswego, Oregon
Regarding the Jan. 18 Metro article "Virginia colleges see new boards":
The recent resignations and shake-up on the University of Virginia's Board of Visitors highlight the high stakes involved in public university governance.
Boards are meant to protect a school's long-term mission. That gets lost when trustees are picked for ideological reasons and treated like political actors. The result is what we're seeing now: leadership turnover, confusion and instability that affect students, faculty and staff.
Politicized boards also make it harder to attract good leaders, raise private support and keep universities moving forward.
Virginia has stepped back from this kind of interference before. Doing so again would mean choosing board members for their experience, preparing them for the job and letting universities focus on what they do best. This means focusing on education instead of politics.
Strong universities need independent boards.
Ross Mugler, Hampton, Virginia
The writer is interim president and CEO of the Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges.
Discussions of free speech often miss the point that just because something is legal does not mean that it should be done without inhibition. What one can do, legally and without fear of prosecution, can be very different from what one should do as a decent human being.
Greg Lukianoff's Jan. 15 Thursday Opinion essay, "Where 'hate speech' censorship is even worse than on U.S. campuses," provided a number of examples of heavy-handed European governmental efforts to limit hate speech. The examples proved only that governments are not very adept at restraining people who do not have self-control. They do not prove that there should be no restraints. If such people are unwilling or unable to restrain themselves and cannot be "free" without verbally abusing their peers, then some other means must be found to control them. Getting them to listen to the sound of their own recorded voices might have a sobering effect.
Vic Bermudez, Springfield, Virginia
Monica Hesse's Jan. 16 Style column, "The agony of knowing your millions don't buy respect," on the Netflix series "Members Only: Palm Beach" was entertaining and well written. The comments that I've heard about the series are similarly interesting. Viewers, and commenters under Hesse's column, seem to be united in their disgust of the women on the show. Women competing with one another? Women wearing lots of makeup and revealing clothing? Women who have had a lot of "work" done? These complaints could be made about just about anyone in Hollywood. But I thought those same people love celebrities with all their awards shows and snarky political speeches?
As Hesse's column pointed to, it's the show's connection to Donald Trump that's the problem. I had forgotten the silent rule that anything associated with him and his administration is bad, wrong, tacky and just not to be tolerated by refined people. To commenters: Your snobbery is showing.
P.M. Hughey, Jacksonville, North Carolina
Regarding the Jan, 17 Metro article "Whale that charmed Cape Cod found dead on Del. beach":
The death of a whale is always heart-wrenching. But when I heard that the latest victim -- a humpback probably struck by a ship -- washed up in Bethany Beach, Delaware, it hit closer to home. I've been to Bethany almost every summer of my life. I can easily picture the young whale's body on the sand.
Federal speed limits give whales some protection from ship strikes. This incident and the deaths of other whales, including the animal found dead this month on the bow of a container ship in New Jersey, show that these beautiful creatures need more help.
Federal officials must take a harder look at where ships and whales are colliding and expand vessel speed limits.
Growing up hours inland in D.C., watching ocean life in the wild was enthralling. Kids along the Atlantic deserve to keep having similar experiences, and slowing ships down for whales helps the entire ocean thrive.
Natalie Jones, Berkeley, California
The writer is a senior media specialist at the Center for Biological Diversity.
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The Post's View
Jamie Dimon's modest proposal
If Warren and Sanders think capping credit card interest rates is a good idea, try it first in their states.

JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon speaks Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. (Denis Balibouse/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
If President Donald Trump wants to team up with Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) on banking policy, JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon has an idea: Try it first in their states to see how it goes.
Dimon warned Wednesday at the World Economic Forum that Trump's idea to cap credit card interest rates at 10 percent, similar to previous proposals from Sanders and Warren, would reduce access to credit for about 80 percent of Americans. The reason is simple: Interest rates correspond with risk, and if card issuers can't price risk accurately, they'll stop offering credit to many people.
Though she despises Trump, Warren has remained insistent that capping interest rates is a good idea. The two even talked on the phone last week. Sanders hasn't said as much recently, but he introduced a bill with Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) last year to cap credit card interest rates at 10 percent.
If politicians want to act like economic mad scientists, the states are the laboratories of democracy. "Force all the banks to do it in two states, Vermont and Massachusetts, and see what happens," Dimon said. Throw Missouri in there, too, to reflect the bipartisan nature of this awful idea.
"The people crying the most won't be the credit card companies," Dimon explained. Restaurants, retailers and other businesses that accept cards would be livid that the most convenient way for many of their customers to pay for their goods and services had vanished due to government mandates.
It's not as though consumer credit didn't exist before credit cards. Individuals had separate accounts with each merchant they bought from. Stores were mini-banks in addition to their main business. They didn't know how creditworthy their customers were and had to wait long periods of time before being paid. They don't want to go back to that system, and neither do consumers who are used to paying with cards.
Thankfully, the president doesn't have the power to cap interest rates on his own, and the banks have so far refused to comply. (Unrelated to his proposal, Trump filed a lawsuit Thursday· against JPMorgan Chase and Dimon, alleging they improperly closed his accounts after Jan. 6, 2021, and seeking at least $5 billion in damages.)
Let's hope an object lesson on the credit markets isn't necessary. But if Warren, Sanders and Hawley really believe it's such a good idea, what's the harm in pushing their states to try it first?
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Opinions
Antisemitism is permeating everyday life
Jewish people know what it means when threats are tolerated until they become irreversible.

Mourners carry the coffin of 10-year-old Matilda, who was killed in the Bondi Beach attack, after the funeral service in Sydney on Dec. 18. (Saeed Khan/AFP/Getty Images) 


By Or Moshe | 2026-01-22
Or Moshe is a student at Reichman University in Israel and a fellow in its Argov Program in Leadership and Diplomacy.
For years, Jews have been warning that something is breaking. That the ground beneath our feet no longer feels stable. That the threats we were told belonged to history were not gone, only dormant. Too often, those warnings were dismissed as anxiety, trauma or an inability to let go of the past.
They were not.
What has changed is not the existence of antisemitism, but its intensity, its visibility and the speed at which it moves from words to violence. What once hid behind anonymity now plays out in public spaces, in democratic societies, in countries that pride themselves on tolerance and rule of law.
Jews are not just being insulted or intimidated. Jews are being attacked, targeted and killed in acts of antisemitic violence around the world.
In Australia, this escalation became impossible to ignore at Bondi Beach. During a Jewish Hanukkah gathering, armed attackers opened fire in daylight. People ran for their lives. Families were torn apart. What should have been a moment of joy turned into a scene of terror and bloodshed.
When Jews can be shot for celebrating a holiday, the meaning is unmistakable. Antisemitic violence no longer waits for shadows. It arrives openly, violently and without apology.
And it is escalating.
Since Oct. 7, 2023, the threshold has dropped. What once required masks and anonymity now often requires none. What once drew universal condemnation now frequently draws explanation. The distance between speech and violence has narrowed, and Jews feel it every day.
Fear is no longer episodic. It is ambient.
This month in Jackson, Mississippi, a synagogue was set ablaze. Jewish schools operate behind gates and armed guards, not as a temporary response, but as a permanent reality. Jewish institutions design their budgets around security before anything else. Even in the smallest details of daily life, fear intrudes. We feel the danger when we leave our homes. We feel it when we decide what to wear. We change our names on ride-share apps because we are afraid of what might happen if we don't. We think twice before posting family photos from a synagogue event.
This is what it means to live with the knowledge that your identity can make you a target.
I have seen this reality not only as a Jew, but through two years of work in the international department of the Hostages and Missing Families Forum, a group established in Israel after the Oct. 7 attack. During that time, I engaged with diplomats, foreign officials, decision-makers and journalists, and sat in rooms where Jewish suffering was discussed carefully, cautiously and often conditionally. I saw families whose loved ones were kidnapped, tortured and murdered have to argue for empathy.
I have learned something painful and consistent. Jewish pain is rarely allowed to stand on its own.
Instead, it is weighed. Qualified. Contextualized. Explained away. Violence against Jews is treated as a reaction rather than an atrocity. Fear is treated as an exaggeration. Mourning is treated as politics.
At what point did being Jewish make grief negotiable?
Some will argue that today's violence is driven by anger over Israeli policy or civilian deaths in the Gaza war. It is understandable to acknowledge human suffering in Gaza and to demand a future of dignity and safety for its people. But political disagreement, however fierce, does not justify shooting at Jewish homes, attacking synagogues or terrorizing Jewish children. Jews around the world do not command Israeli policy, nor do they serve as its proxies. Holding Jews collectively responsible for the actions of a government one disagrees with is not protest. It is antisemitism.
Antisemitism today does not always look like the caricatures people expect. It does not always announce itself with slurs or symbols. Sometimes it presents itself as moral clarity. It claims righteousness while denying Jews the right to safety, dignity and self-defense. It insists that Jewish fear is suspicious. That Jewish vulnerability is strategic. That Jewish deaths require footnotes.
And the most dangerous part of this moment is how quickly it is normalized. How easily societies adjust. How readily people accept that the violence is complicated.
But Jews know better.
We know what it means when violence is minimized. We know what it means when threats are tolerated until they become irreversible. We know what it means when the world hesitates to act until it's too late.
These are not anecdotes. They are adaptations. They are the lived consequences of a world that failed to confront antisemitism while there was still time to contain it.
We are at a crossroads.
One path leads to complacency. We explain away attacks as political fallout. We argue definitions while fear spreads. History shows where that path leads.
The other path demands courage.
It demands that antisemitism be named without apology. That Jewish fear be taken seriously. That violence against Jews should not be tolerated under any ideological cover. That democratic societies recognize a basic truth.
When Jews are not safe, something fundamental is breaking.
We are not asking for special treatment. We are asking for safety. For clarity. For the right to exist without fear.
Bondi was not an anomaly. The shots fired at Jewish homes were not anomalies. The guards at school gates are not anomalies.
They are warnings.
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The Post's View
DOGE defiled the cause of government efficiency
A fishing expedition at the Social Security Administration raises privacy concerns.

DOGE leader Elon Musk joins President Donald Trump in the Oval Office last February. (Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
Remember DOGE? The good idea to find government efficiency and reduce spending was so poorly executed that it undermined the case for scaling back the size of government. Yet a little-noticed bit of news out of the Justice Department in recent days suggests that some in the organization were not just incompetent but malicious.
The Justice Department quietly acknowledged in a formal notice to a judge that members of the "government efficiency" commission shared data through an unsanctioned server, which the government previously denied. That's not the worst part, though.
For a group that was meant to root out waste, DOGE officials were shockingly unfocused on their main goal. One person was apparently more interested in relitigating election results than making government more efficient.
That person allegedly devised a secret agreement to share sensitive Social Security Administration data with an unidentified political advocacy group that aimed to challenge state election results. Fortunately, the filing says that "SSA has not yet seen evidence that SSA data were shared with the advocacy group." That it was even discussed remains troubling.
Even if the data was never shared externally, the apparent mishandling on a third-party server constitutes a gross violation of Americans' privacy, which is protected by federal law. (A Justice Department official told The Post that DOGE is not currently being investigated.)
Ultimately, the effort neither overturned an election nor reduced spending all that much. Instead of making meaningful improvements to how the government operates, the short-lived DOGE experiment will forever be associated with chaos and abuse.
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Opinions
Sheinbaum's Cuba policy is testing Washington's patience
Supporting Havana's murderous regime could carry real costs in trade talks and security ties.

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum at a rally in Mexico City on Dec. 6. (Alfredo Estrella/AFP via Getty Images) 


By Leon Krauze | 2026-01-22
At a moment of extraordinary tension in the U.S.-Mexico relationship, the Mexican government is choosing to remain Cuba's oil lifeline.
For decades, Venezuela filled that role, sending up to 100,000 barrels of oil per day at the height of Hugo Chavez's rule. In recent years, as Venezuela's oil output faltered, Mexico has stepped up. According to industry data, it became the top supplier of oil to Cuba last year -- well before the ouster of Nicolas Maduro.
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has been justifying this policy as "humanitarian aid."
Ideologically, Sheinbaum is following in the footsteps of her mentor, former president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. Under his watch, Mexico repeatedly sided with left-wing governments in the region despite their deplorable humanitarian records. After the 2024 electoral fraud in Venezuela, Lopez Obrador criticized the Organization of American States for refusing to recognize the vote despite detailed findings from international observers. And he welcomed Cuba's leader with full honors while Havana intensified arrests of journalists and dissidents.
More troubling still, the Sheinbaum administration may be downplaying the extent of the support it is providing to Cuba. According to reporting by the anti-corruption watchdog Mexicanos Contra la Corrupcion, Pemex last year shipped roughly $3 billion worth of oil to Cuba, while officially reporting only about $400 million to the United States.
While the Trump administration has not publicly detailed its full strategy toward Cuba, Secretary of State Marco Rubio has signaled that the U.S. intends to bypass the Cuban government and direct assistance toward the Cuban people. Some members of Congress say Mexico's approach points in the opposite direction.
In a recent interview, Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Florida) told me the Mexican government's invocation of humanism "is an excuse President Sheinbaum is using to help Cuba sustain its regime because they match ideologically." He added that Mexico is "propping up a dictatorship that denies its people their human rights."
Indeed, funneling oil into Cuba does not seem to benefit the Cuban people. Cuba continues to endure chronic food shortages, blackouts and appalling poverty, and political repression has intensified. Mexico's oil is only helping to entrench the brutal regime.
Gimenez said he expects Mexico to face "consequences" for its policy choices during the upcoming U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) negotiations, describing trade talks as "the only mechanism we have to modify the Mexican government's actions." He also said he does not consider Mexico "an American ally" in the region.
This should be taken as a warning, not dismissed as political grandstanding. Under the USMCA, the successor agreement to NAFTA, more than $935 billion in goods and services cross the U.S.-Mexico border each year, making it one of the most important bilateral economic relationships in the world. While any serious disruption would have immediate economic consequences on both sides of the border, it would be foolish to think the Trump administration won't act.
Mexico's security situation is another constant concern. Within the U.S. government, there are voices pushing President Donald Trump to intervene militarily in Mexico under the supposed aim of combating organized crime. That such an intervention would jeopardize ongoing security, intelligence and law enforcement cooperation may matter little in this White House.
For better or worse, Sheinbaum will soon be forced to choose. Amid Venezuela's collapse, Cuba's economic free-fall and broader geopolitical tensions -- especially in the Western Hemisphere -- Mexico cannot openly sustain the Cuban dictatorship while simultaneously expecting goodwill or flexibility from Washington.
Mexico can defend its sovereignty and chart its own course but not to the point of irresponsibility. If obstinacy triumphs over pragmatism, the costs will be real, immediate and borne by regular working people -- as it usually is when committed ideologues get their way.
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Opinions
There's a practical way to lower housing prices. Democrats should seize it. 
Affordability is a goal, not a policy.

(Washington Post staff/The Washington Post)


By Howard Husock | 2026-01-22
Howard Husock is a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and author of "The Projects."
Affordability, especially lowering housing costs, enjoys bipartisan political support -- at least in theory. But affordability is a goal, not a specific program, and even progressive Democrats can break with each other on how to achieve it. That's the lesson learned from New York Gov. Kathy Hochul's recent housing proposal, one that sets the relatively moderate Democrat apart from progressive New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani. Other Democrats should pay close attention and choose their approach carefully.
Their differing proposals contrast in broad ways that transcend housing -- less regulation or more; increased private supply or additional government subsidies; courting a key interest group or risking the anger of political activists.
During her State of the State address last week, Hochul proposed what she calls the "Let Them Build" program. Its linchpin is a relaxation of New York's State Environmental Quality Review Act, which the governor characterized as adding "unnecessary costs and years of needless delays" to housing development and slowing down projects "by an average of two years, costing hundreds of thousands of dollars per project." Hochul's push to cut red tape is remarkable to hear from a Democratic governor of a deep blue state, but rising housing costs have led some Democrats to embrace unwinding burdensome regulations.
Construction data tells the story. Per census data, New York authorized around 46,000 new housing units in 2024; North Carolina, with roughly half New York's population, issued slightly more than 95,000. Florida, with slightly more residents than New York, issued more than triple the Empire State's total. All but 12,366 of New York's new housing units were in buildings of five or more apartments -- which are more likely to be rented than owned.
The affordable single-family home, arguably the epitome of the American Dream, was not being built fast enough to keep up with demand. Nor were two- and three-family homes, like duplexes and triplexes, which can serve as starters for young families. A healthy housing market provides a ladder from starter home to mansion, with a multitude of small steps in between.
Relaxing environmental red tape may help the market achieve this. But the Hochul proposal carries symbolic consequences as well. By daring to question the necessity of environmental regulation, Hochul is crossing a core Democratic constituency in a state where environmentalists are politically potent.
It's by no means a sure thing that Hochul will gain the legislative approval she needs. A related previous proposal, offering state aid to municipalities in return for their being required to relax local zoning, flopped in 2023. Even if the environmental reform passes, the key action will continue to be at the local level, where planning and zoning boards make critical decisions about how much and what types of new housing will be permitted. Brave Democrats will need to be willing to call out local officials who inhibit new supply and bear responsibility for affordability becoming a national problem.
Mamdani offers a different approach. Though he nominally expressed support for Hochul's speech, his policy emphasis on the campaign trail and during the mayoral transition tells a different story. His appointed tenant advocate, Cea Weaver, has called homeownership a "weapon of White supremacy" and railed against property ownership as "an individualized good and not a collective good." She admitted that her past statements were "regretful" and Mamdani has stood by her appointment.
Mamdani's signature promise to "freeze the rent" for nearly 1 million Gotham apartments allowed him to successfully court a key interest group, rent-regulated tenants, at the expense of housing supply. The rent freeze will exacerbate the plight of marginally profitable landlords already in trouble because state law sharply limits rent increases even when major repairs have been performed. The collateral damage includes an estimated nearly 50,000 "ghost apartments" absent from the market, likely because they are unprofitable to operate.
But rather than trying to unleash the private sector as a combination affordability and prosperity program, Mamdani proposed 200,000 new government-subsidized, income-restricted rental units. In other words, an approach based on redistribution. New York would be better served if he ditched his campaign promises and fully focused on efforts to build more homes.
Keep in mind that New York already has more public housing -- over 177,000 units -- than any other American city. The Big Apple also has nearly 300,000 housing voucher-supported units, and 960,000 rent-regulated apartments. That's more than a million subsidized or rent-controlled units. If subsidized and regulated housing were the secret to affordability, New York would be leading the way. Instead, it faces low vacancy rates and a perennial housing crisis.
Public housing, originally intended for the working class, has devolved into a modern day poorhouse. And, in New York's case especially, public housing is akin to the slums it was meant to replace, as the city faces a more than $78 billion bill to stem leaks, mold, rodents and elevator breakdowns.
Notable Democrats are coming out against Mamdani-style rent freezes and are focusing on making it easier to build. Mamdani's fellow progressive Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey recently came out against a statewide referendum that would adopt rent controls in the Bay State. "Rent control is not going to be the solution to how we get through this crisis," she said. "We need to build more homes." Regulation, according Healey, deters development. Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom made a similar move to relax California's environmental review law, notorious for tying up housing development in litigation, which was signed into law last summer.
There is no doubt that there are political points to be scored by linking high housing costs to a variety of villains: greedy landlords, private investors buying homes, inadequate government subsidy. But the divide in New York between Hochul and Mamdani offers Democrats looking to seize the issue a useful choice -- between the counter-productive and the practical.
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Opinions
This obsession has held Iran back for a half-century
Time and again, idealism untethered from reality has brought ruin to Iran.

(Washington Post staff/The Washington Post)


By Sohrab Ahmari | 2026-01-22
Sohrab Ahmari is the U.S. editor of UnHerd.
All the grown-ups smoked Western cigarettes, but not my great-grandmother Homa-joon. Hers were thinner and shorter, giving off a sweet, musky smoke that filled her room in the house my grandparents  and parents also shared for most of my childhood in Tehran. Homa-joon preferred them not because the brand bore her name -- Homa cigarettes -- but because they were made in Iran.
She was born in the aftermath of Iran's 1905 Constitutional Revolution, when a dying Qajar dynasty grudgingly granted an elected parliament in response to the popular demand that government be mashrut, or "conditional" on the consent of the governed. Homa-joon's father and husband were active in the mashruteh movement, bent on launching Iran, a dilapidated former empire, into sovereign dignity.

Homa-joon, Sohrab Ahmari's great-grandmother (Family photo)


Yet today, the aspiration remains elusive. A half century under the Islamic Republic -- a regime that early on proclaimed itself "neither Western nor Eastern" -- has left Iran more vulnerable than ever to foreign invasion and even internal dissolution.
The Islamic Republic is in retreat on nearly every front. Its nuclear program lies in rubble after last summer's U.S. bombing raid. Since the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas terrorist attack in southern Israel, the Jewish state has degraded the ring of Iranian proxies that used to reach from the Levant to the Arabian Peninsula. And at home, the Tehran regime struggles to uphold Islamic morality norms, including the mandatory veil for women once systematically enforced on pain of flogging or worse.
For many Iranians -- including those, like me, who are part of the diaspora -- the moment is bittersweet. We can cheer the unraveling of a cruel and irrational order under the weight of its internal contradictions and external hubris. The reflection turns bitter, however, when we look to the likes of Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Iranians haughtily view such nations as their civilizational inferiors, yet they are the countries pulling ahead, achieving prosperity, stability -- or at the very least, normality.
Meanwhile, despite its civilizational pedigree, Iran today is poor, repressive, dysfunctional, corrupt and suffering one of the world's most severe cases of brain drain, which reached record highs in 2024.
What happened? Why do Iranians have so little to show for mounting one of the last revolutions of the modern era? And what aspects of the country's national character explain how it ended up wasting 50 years?
The answer lies, in part, in the absolutism of Iranian political culture and statecraft. A yearning for purity drives the country toward passionate idealism. When disappointed, it spreads passivity, cynicism and venality. Unchecked, this tendency threatens whatever order is destined to succeed rule by the ayatollah.
To understand the purity obsession, it helps to return to Iran at the dawn of modernity, during the battles for Majlis and constitution that defined my great-grandmother's early life.
A precursor of those battles came in 1890, when the Qajar shah granted a British firm a 50-year monopoly over the production and sale of tobacco in Iran. The firm expected to draw at least 500,000 pounds a year after kicking back 15,000 pounds and one-quarter of the profits to the palace.
Such lopsided arrangements were not uncommon among Western concessionaires, who dominated many early industries (and natural resources) in Iran. But the tobacco deal proved intolerable to the populace once its terms became public, especially since the Ottoman Turks had attained far better terms in a similar arrangement.
A then-nascent nationalism had found a concrete target for its ire. The movement blended religious conviction with democratic and progressive ideas imbibed from the West. Above all, it was animated by a dawning sense of shame: A people who viewed themselves as the fulcrum of the world hadn't just fallen behind, they were now in thrall to foreigners.
A dissident Iranian newspaper published in London enumerated the nationalists' complaints in 1890, the year of the concession: the nation's "army was the laughingstock of the world," its "princes deserving the pity of beggars ... our towns each a metropolis of dirt ... our roads worse than the tracks of animals ... our mujtahids [religious scholars] craving the justice of the unbelievers."
Shiite religious scholars turned popular anger at the tobacco concession into collective action. The era's supreme ayatollah, Mirza Shirazi, issued an edict banning smoking until the shah agreed to revoke the concession. In a matter of days, Iran -- a nation that, as a contemporary British historian quipped, would sooner give up bread than tobacco -- stopped using tobacco; even the women in the shah's harem wouldn't touch their water pipes.
Soon placards threatened the lives of all foreigners. This nationalist anger was an understandable response to the frittering away of national rights that stains the Qajar legacy to this day. But public rage also erupted because, as a French historian wrote at the time, Iranians "will never reconcile themselves to the idea that their tobacco should pass through the hands of Christians, who, in their eyes, render impure what they touch."
No economic justification -- that the deal would cut out the middlemen, for one -- could overcome the horror of this impurity. Ultimately the concession was withdrawn in 1892. And my great-grandmother, who lived within memory of these events, never strayed from domestic cigarettes.
Her father, known as Mir Abdolrazzaq, was the owner of a print shop and a fierce nationalist.
After the 1905 uprising established a parliament, Mir Abdolrazzaq designed the emblem at its entrance: "Adl Mozzafar" -- literally "justice triumphant," and a reference to Mozaffar ad-Din Shah, the Qajar monarch who granted a measure of democracy.
Mir Abdolrazzaq was assassinated by a rival group of constitutional nationalists. His killing reflected the sheer bedlam that broke out after the 1905 revolution, owing in part to the ferocious opposition to Iranian democracy from Britain and especially Russia, whose troops at one point bombarded the Majlis, Iran's parliament.
The disorder was also a consequence of bitter divisions among the constitutionalists themselves, each camp insisting absolutely on its own vision for the future and brooking no dissent. As Oxford historian Homa Katouzian notes, it became commonplace to say that an area had become "constitutionalized," when one meant that it had fallen into chaos.
After Mir Abdolrazzaq had been killed, one of his comrades, Ebrahim Ziae, married his teenage daughter, my Homa-joon. Ziae would go on to establish a nationalist newspaper, Iran-e-Azad ("Free Iran"). He was also elected to the Majlis three times from his native Fars province in southern Iran.

Ebrahim Ziae, Sohrab Ahmari's great-grandfather, who founded the newspaper Iran-e-Azad and served as a member of the Majlis (Family photo)


The Majlis continued to legislate, but in vain. The treasury was empty, the countryside had descended into tribal warlordism, and Britain and Russia violated Iran's borders more or less at will as the country became one of the prizes in the "Great Game" between the two powers.
Iran's salvation would come not through democracy, but from the ambition of a Cossack officer called Reza Khan, who would crown himself Reza Shah, founder of the Pahlavi dynasty, which, including his son's tenure, ruled the country from 1925 to 1979.
An Ataturk-like figure, Reza Shah set out to modernize Iran from on high, and succeeded to an astonishing degree. He paved roads, established a public school system, built factories and summoned a modern civil service -- projects quickened by the burgeoning flow of oil revenue from the Persian Gulf.
My politically enfeebled great-grandfather Ebrahim Ziae, who regarded Reza Shah as a dictator, founded an unprofitable grocery co-op in Tehran. Customers received pamphlets on constitutionalism along with their herbs and cheese, a gesture of resistance that did little more than amuse them.
And yet Reza Shah wasn't without effective opponents. Most notable was Mohammed Mossadegh, the son of a Qajar revenue officer distinguished for his aversion to corruption in a country where graft was (and still is) a way of life. Mossadegh was wary of Reza Shah's modernization plans. For him, the most noble goal was total independence -- the same impulse toward purity that had impelled an earlier generation of reformers to resist foreign technical and economic influence.
"What would happen if the roads were not paved and the buildings and guesthouses went unbuilt?" Mossadegh asked in a famous essay published not long after Reza Shah's takeover. "I wanted to walk over the earth and not suffer my country to be taken over by others."
After the Allies deposed Reza Shah for his flirtations with the Axis powers, Mossadegh amassed influence as a parliamentarian, a minister and eventually prime minister under Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, Reza's son and successor. Much as Qajar-era nationalists had sought to cleanse Iran's vice economy of a predatory foreign presence, Mossadegh moved to overturn the concession that allowed the British Exchequer to claim the lion's share of profits from Iran's oil reserves.
Nationalizing Iran's oil would push the country to the brink of economic ruin. Iran lacked the capacity to extract, refine, market or distribute its oil independently. A British-led embargo soon followed, later backed by Washington, and Mossadegh was ultimately overthrown in a 1953 coup supported by the CIA and MI6. A plausible revisionist view holds that by ruling through emergency decrees and alienating a broad swath of Iranian society, Mossadegh may have fallen even without U.S. intervention.

Supporters of Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh gather around a portrait of Iranian Mullah Kashani, a powerful backer of Mossadegh's regime, in Tehran on Dec. 13, 1951. (AP) 


Mossadegh's absolutism -- his lack of prudence and practical wisdom in the teeth of geopolitical threats -- set back the cause of independence. And of democracy.
The yearning for purity that fuels Iranian political culture peaked with the 1979 Islamic Revolution. An early harbinger was the removal from the Majlis entrance of the emblem designed by my great-great-grandfather, a relic of what the new Islamist regime denounced as 2,500 years of monarchic decadence -- a past it was determined to wipe out in its fanatical early years.
Much else had to be effaced to purify Shiite Iran: Renaissance nudes in art books at the university where my mother studied painting; pre-Islamic symbols and place names deemed pagan or nationalist; whole genres of music, cinema and mixed-gender social life, all of which were seen as corrupting imports from the West.
In this sense, the 1979 revolution, for all its appeals to religious tradition, was fundamentally a modernist project: It sought to fabricate, for the needs of the present, a pure past that had never existed.
Had Iran's purifying ambitions remained within its own borders, the Islamic Republic might not find itself in such a precarious position today. Instead, the Islamists also set out to cleanse the wider Middle East of what they deemed "pollutants" -- the Jewish state, the United States and Arab regimes judged guilty of accommodating both.
The Islamic Republic, moreover, pursued regional purification with the same indifference to the balance of power that had marked Mossadegh's quest to nationalize oil. Its leaders chanted "Death to Israel" at a nuclear-armed state, and "Death to America" at the global hegemon, while fielding an air force largely frozen in the 1970s. A Persian bluff, you might call it, but even the boldest bluffs are eventually called.
By contrast, comparable powers in the region, such as Saudi Arabia and Turkey, sheltered their aspirations for development and independence within the reality principle -- and under Western alliances, even tutelage. The citizens of these countries today enjoy rising living standards, relative security and passports that open access to many international destinations (passports from Turkey and Saudi Arabia allow travelers to visit 113 and 88 countries, respectively; for Iran, it's 40).
It remains to be seen whether the next generation of Iranian leaders, whether emerging within the Islamic Republic or from outside its borders, can pursue a more realistic politics unburdened by the pipe dream of purification.
Some of the current regime's opponents speak openly online of executing regime officers and "collaborators." Such rhetoric can only make mass defections and a peaceful transition less likely: Why would a midranking member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps side with dissidents if he knows the next regime will threaten his life and his family?
Likewise, it's not uncommon to encounter talk of extirpating Islam as a foreign "Arab" imposition. How would they go about doing so? Banning the veil? Razing mosques? The impulse is perhaps understandable after nearly 50 years of theocratic repression. Yet Islam has been part of the warp and weft of Iranian civilization for the better part of two millennia. Ripping out the Islamic thread and restoring some pre-Islamic "purity" is an ambition as dangerous and farcical as the Islamic Republic's own drive to erase Western and pre-Islamic influences from the Iranian mind.
For now, Iran's young dissidents are lighting cigarettes with burning photographs of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. They're definitely Western brands.
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The Post's View
Mamdani prefers protest over leadership
The New York mayor's job is to fix problems, not escalate tensions between business and workers.

New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani joins a picket line outside Mount Sinai West Hospital on Tuesday. (Ryan Murphy/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
The largest nurses' strike in New York City history has dragged deep into its second week with no end in sight, and Mayor Zohran Mamdani has taken a side. It isn't the side of patients.
Nearly 15,000 nurses across three nonprofit hospital systems are demanding a 25 percent pay hike over three years, despite having received multiple pay increases in recent years. "They should settle for nothing less," Mamdani said as he joined the picket lines on Tuesday.
The concern is that such a significant pay increase risks increasing costs of health care for New Yorkers. Labor costs make up more than half an average hospital's annual costs. NewYork-Presbyterian, which is affected alongside Mount Sinai and Montefiore, says the union's "demands ignore the economic realities of health care in New York City and the country."
Everyone agrees nurses deserve fair wages and safe working conditions, but leaving patients in the lurch for a prolonged period raises other kinds of safety concerns. The hospitals have hired temporary nurses in an effort to minimize disruptions, but while the mayor stands on the barricades, operations are being canceled and ambulances are being diverted.
Drawing attention to this strike might be a cynical move to build support for single-payer insurance -- and then a full government takeover of health care. Ironically, it's unlikely to sway the hearts and minds of voters who think access to health care is an important issue, as they watch patients struggle to access care.
The inconvenience in Gotham offers a small taste of the kind of disruption that can happen if medicine gets centralized and socialized, as it has been in Britain, because a single strike can bring the whole system to a standstill. The result is a more politicized health care system that often gets worse outcomes for patients and incentivizes politicians like Mamdani to pick a side rather than fix the problem.
Mamdani is behaving more like an activist at Bowdoin College or an organizer for the Democratic Socialists of America than the leader of a city of more than 8.5 million. Success in this job depends on improving people's lives. As mayor, it's Mamdani's job to help de-escalate tensions between businesses and workers and find pathways to compromise. Yet he remains in campaign mode, putting out videos to advertise summer internships and going on ABC's "The View" to express support for abolishing Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Performative acts of "solidarity" may feel good, but they don't solve problems.
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The Post's View
On ICE oversight, something is better than nothing
The DHS funding bill implements modest oversight measures for ICE, but liberals hope to torpedo it.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents make an arrest in Minneapolis on Jan. 14. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
When it comes to reining in Immigration and Customs Enforcement, something is better than nothing. Yet House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) seems to care more about showing that he's fighting President Donald Trump than actually enacting needed reforms.
Democrats have raised valid questions about the training and oversight of ICE agents following the killing of Renee Good in Minneapolis, and House negotiators coalesced around a compromise bill to fund the Department of Homeland Security.
The legislation must pass before the end of January to avert another government shutdown. This bipartisan appropriations package would keep ICE funding steady while adding more oversight of its operations. It would reduce the budget for enforcement and removals while adding money for conflict de-escalation training and independent oversight of detention facilities.
Another win in the compromise is $20 million for the purchase of body cameras for DHS agents to wear when interacting with the public. As Americans grow wary of masked ICE agents' secretive deportations tactics, body cameras are something everyone should be able to get behind. Having this footage will make it easier to hold ICE accountable when things go wrong while giving the agency a tool to exonerate agents if they are falsely accused.
Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), who helped negotiate the spending compromise, argues that it's better to secure some oversight provisions than falling back to what's called a continuing resolution. That would keep funding levels in place without any reforms. So-called "CRs" also give the administration more flexibility in how to allocate money.
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Connecticut), the top Democrat on the House Appropriations Committee, pointed out more is at stake than just ICE's budget. "If we allow a lapse in funding, TSA agents will be forced to work without pay, FEMA assistance could be delayed, and the U.S. Coast Guard will be adversely affected," she said in a statement. Meanwhile, ICE's operations would continue without any changes thanks to $75 billion that was allocated in the One Big Beautiful Bill.
Yet most House Democrats are preparing to vote against the compromise when it comes to the floor on Thursday. This includes Jeffries, who claims it wouldn't do enough to thwart Trump's mass deportation campaign. Meanwhile, some Republican members have voiced frustration with the compromise for going too far the other direction, making its passage without Democratic votes uncertain, given the GOP's dwindling majority in the House.
If this spending compromise fails, Democratic resistance will backfire. If Congress defaults to a CR, because there's little appetite for another shutdown, none of the restrictions Democrats secured in the compromise will take effect. Voting against the bill might feel like a satisfying way for progressives to register discontent with Trump -- and get booked on cable TV -- but it will ultimately enable exactly what they say they are trying to stop.
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The Post's View
Trump finds a Greenland offramp 
At Davos, the president defuses a crisis he created.

President Donald Trump attends a reception for business leaders on Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-22
The only good thing to say about the great Greenland crisis of 2026 is that it's probably over. Anyone looking for any benefits associated with this exercise is wasting their time.
Speaking Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, President Donald Trump ruled out using military force to seize Greenland. A few hours later, he backed off threatened tariffs· against European countries for siding with the Danes.
The retreat from confrontation came in response to backlash from global financial markets, especially bond futures. European leaders even showed some backbone. (Take note, congressional Republicans.)
Trump, after talking with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, said that a "framework" for negotiating a future Greenland deal would allow the U.S. to install missile defense systems. Never mind that there already is a Space Force base in Greenland. The Danes had even welcomed a larger military presence, though that friendliness waned after being forced to wonder who the Americans would be coming to fight.
The biggest risk of the Greenland kerfuffle is that Trump signaled to NATO's adversaries that the U.S. is not fully committed to defending all member states if they come under attack in the future. On Denmark selling Greenland, for example, Trump said: "You can say yes, and we will be very appreciative. Or you can say no, and we will remember."
Asked by a reporter what he meant by that, Trump said: "You'll have to figure that out for yourself." Such ambiguity leads to misunderstandings, which can lead to war.
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The Post's View
Brett Kavanaugh reminds Republicans: What goes around comes around
The justice points out the likely consequences if President Trump can summarily fire a Fed governor.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh speaks at a panel at the Eighth Circuit Court Judicial Conference on Thursday, July 31, 2025, in Kansas City, Missouri. (AP Photo/Nick Ingram)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-21
The Supreme Court sounded skeptical Wednesday that President Donald Trump has the sweeping powers he has asserted to sack members of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors. The case involves technical legal questions, but Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh made a telling point during oral arguments about tit-for-tat partisan escalations.
Trump tried to fire Lisa Cook, a Biden appointee to the Fed's seven-member board, last August. The law says the president needs "cause" to remove Fed governors, so Trump pointed to unsubstantiated allegations of mortgage fraud dug up by one of his allies. There was no hearing, and Cook denies wrongdoing.
"What goes around comes around," Kavanaugh observed in an exchange with Solicitor General D. John Sauer. If Trump can fire Cook, then all of his own Fed appointees "would likely be removed for cause on January 20, 2029, if there's a Democratic president, or January 20, 2033," the justice pointed out.
It's hard to imagine a Democratic president acquiescing to a Fed stacked with Trump appointees if Trump prevailed in this case.
When Sauer protested that "I cannot predict what future presidents may or may not do," Kavanaugh responded: "Well, history is a pretty good guide. Once these tools are unleashed, they are used by both sides -- and usually more the second time around."
Examples abound in modern American politics. Take the Democrats eliminating the Senate filibuster for most nominees when Barack Obama was president in 2013. Republicans finished the job by invoking the nuclear option for Supreme Court nominees in Trump's first term. Or take President Joe Biden's preemptive pardon of political allies on his way out of office last year, which has been followed by Trump's pardon-power rampage.
Republicans could use Kavanaugh's reminder as they cheer Trump's aggressive assertions of executive power over spending, trade, law enforcement and so much else. The Supreme Court can limit some of those powers, including in this case.
But other Trump administration tactics will be remembered and replicated. "In order for us to correct the abuses that are happening now, we have to act the same in similar capacities that Trump has given himself," Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) told NOTUS.
Trump has a short political horizon. Other Republican politicians will need to live with the new norms he is creating.
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Letters to the Editor
Calling Trump's actions unprecedented is a good story. But it's not true.
Donald Trump's immigration crackdown and D.C. women's hockey, in readers' eyes.

(Jessica Koscielniak/Reuters)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-21
When it comes to immigration, we're quick to tell ourselves that the scenes we're seeing today have never happened before. President Donald Trump is so unlike anything in our history that we seek metaphors elsewhere, in the worst moments of humankind. It's a good story. It just doesn't happen to be true.
I should know. In October 2005, two detectives from the New York Police Department came to my door and claimed to have my husband, a Lebanese immigrant, in custody. They questioned me about our finances particularly. I knew better than to say he worked under the table as a musician at clubs in the East Village. They were fishing, searching for any excuse to deport him, and earning tips at a nightclub would have given them a reason.
Under President Bill Clinton, immigration enforcement was reactive: Immigrants who were arrested or convicted of a crime were put into deportation proceedings. President George W. Bush's administration took a more active approach, building databases and fostering partnerships with law enforcement to increase deportations. President Barack Obama scaled the system up.
Trump pushes the legal limits, but he uses the same strategies and systems as his predecessors. He's just more aggressive, but then, with 3 million deportations during his time in office, Obama was pretty aggressive, too.
If we're going to wrestle openly with the question of who we are, we need to remember who we've been. Yes, we're a nation of immigrants, but we're also a nation that fears immigrants, and that's been true since the founding.
Justine el-Khazen, Brooklyn
The Jan. 20 editorial "Who's watching DHS and ICE" was both timely and vital.
Fortunately, part of the legal solution to stop the violence and aggression carried out by Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers was provided by Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh in his Dec. 23 opinion in Trump v. Illinois regarding the misuse of force by federal immigration officials.
In a footnote in his juridically wise opinion where Kavanaugh supported the Supreme Court's majority decision to reject the Trump administration's deployment of National Guard troops in Illinois, the justice underscored "the basic constitutional rules" regarding immigration stops and arrests which are, according to him, "long-standing and clear."
Kavanaugh wrote in no uncertain terms that "officers must not employ excessive force." He clearly stated: "The Fourth Amendment requires that immigration stops must be based on reasonable suspicion of illegal presence, stops must be brief, arrests must be based on probable cause."
Kavanaugh also clarified, based on a 1996 ruling, Whren v. United States, that federal immigration "officers must not make interior immigration stops or arrests based on race or ethnicity."
The justice rigorously and eloquently reminded the nation of the specific legal rules and rulings within American law that should help us to urgently stop the brutality and inhumanity perpetuated daily by the Department of Homeland Security's federal immigration agents.
Alejandro Lugo, Park Forest, Illinois
Regarding the Jan. 19 Metro article "A warm welcome for women's hockey":
My family was among the thousands who helped break the in-arena game attendance record in U.S. women's hockey history.
I urge the Professional Women's Hockey League to select D.C. as its next market for women's hockey. As the crowd showed Sunday, people not only play women's sports but they'll also come out in full force to watch them.
I'm a longtime area resident and the proud parent of a 9-year-old daughter in the Montgomery Youth Hockey Association. My husband taught her to skate when she was 2, and she now plays on an all-girls travel hockey team.
Seeing the arena filled by amazing female hockey fans of all ages and their loved ones made me feel more at home in that arena than I have in years. I know D.C.-area fans like our family would love to be able to see more women's hockey in person.
Marisa Van Saanen, Garrett Park
Candace Buckner's Jan. 17 Sports column, "Boobirds can quickly come home to roost," regarding booing gave fans great credit for their influence on decisions of individual players, team owners and general managers. When the patrons in the stands choose to express displeasure by focusing on one player it stands to reason that that individual may want to exercise his right to go play for another team where he might be given more adulation. Obviously, since winning is rarely dependent on just one person, he might choose to go somewhere where the entire team deserves booing. He must be careful what he wishes for.
I find it hard to believe that owners and executives fire coaches based on booing. It is obvious that winning teams don't get booed, except maybe in Philadelphia, so hiring and firing is more likely to be related to performance and not noise in the stadium.
Barry H. Epstein, Silver Spring
Following Sarah Fletcher's Jan. 4 Sunday Opinion essay, "The magic has gone out of flirting. Maybe this infamous book had a point.," Post Opinions wants to know: What should flirting look like in 2026? Send us your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor.
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Opinions
Message to Trump and the GOP: Pro-life voters are watching
A "flexible" approach to reducing abortion will have a cost in the midterms.

March for Life demonstrators at the Supreme Court in January 2025. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post) 


By Marjorie Dannenfelser | 2026-01-21
Marjorie Dannenfelser is president of Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America.
Three and a half years ago, after 50 years of toil, the pro-life movement achieved the victory of a lifetime in reversing Roe v. Wade, finally freeing the people to take democratic action to protect women and children from abortion. By appointing three Supreme Court justices to the majority that handed down the historic decision, President Donald Trump was indispensable to this accomplishment.
Yet on the eve of the 53rd March for Life, the largest annual pro-life demonstration in America, some in the Republican Party are in danger of throwing away the victory -- and with it their most reliable constituency.
We celebrate that 20 states now have laws in effect protecting unborn children and their mothers before the first trimester ends. Yet there are more abortions now than before -- at least 1 million a year. That makes abortion the nation's top cause of death by far, driven by covid-era policies implemented under President Joe Biden that allow abortion drugs like mifepristone to be bought online and shipped without the patient ever seeing a doctor in person. Flooded with these mail-order drugs, even the most pro-life states cannot enforce their laws -- undermining Trump's "back to the states" position. The Trump-Vance administration has not only allowed this to continue but has made things worse by approving a new generic form of the drug, expanding its availability.
The White House has suggested we're blowing things out of proportion. Really? Abortion drugs cost more American lives than fentanyl, cocaine and heroin combined. Women are landing in the ER with severe complications, or suffering terrifying assaults and coercion. In a large national survey by one of the president's own pollsters, 57 percent of liberal voters indicated they thought the Biden-era policy, which eliminated the requirement for in-person doctor visits, defies common sense. Yet the Trump administration slow-walks a promised safety study, while a short list of priorities it has found time to address includes redesigning the food pyramid, rescheduling marijuana, "running" Venezuela, shutting down puppy mills, championing whole milk, phasing out food dyes and naming the Gulf of America.
Trump deserves much gratitude for his first-term successes. But he's flat-out wrong to suggest that it's time to be "flexible" on the Hyde Amendment, the long-standing policy preventing taxpayer funding of most abortions, for the sake of short-term expediency. Nearly as old as Roe, the Hyde Amendment is already a compromise: If it must be legal to end the lives of fellow human beings, at least do not force those who object to be complicit through their tax dollars. Almost 60 percent of independents agree that shouldn't happen.
After the pro-life movement erupted with one voice, the Trump-Vance administration appeared to try to walk back -- sorry, clarify -- the comment. Unfortunately, 17 House Republicans already embraced "flexibility" and sided with Democrats to advance a three-year extension of Obamacare subsidies without Hyde protections. A sham "compromise" in the Senate, which would merely increase audits that confirm tax dollars are subsidizing abortions, appears dead under Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) but won't be forgotten.
The White House later released its own proposal, with a vague pledge to seek the "strongest possible pro-life protections" -- but making no mention of the gold standard of Hyde. What's so hard about this simple commitment?
The GOP should learn from the Democrats.
When the inaptly titled Affordable Care Act originally passed, Rep. Bart Stupak (Michigan), leader of what was once a healthy bloc of pro-life House Democrats, found out the hard way that it only takes minutes to destroy a lifetime of earned trust.
Democrats knew there were no true Hyde protections in Obamacare, only an accounting gimmick. It was the last crucial sticking point in the debate, and the votes of pro-life members of their caucus were essential. Two days before the final vote, Stupak appeared to be holding firm. Then President Barack Obama dangled an executive order, with no force of law, to appease them -- and all except one member (Rep. Daniel Lipinski of Illinois) caved.
Stupak's betrayal won him no love from abortion lobbying groups, who endorsed a primary opponent. He chose retirement over embarrassing defeat. More than a dozen of his House colleagues also lost their seats -- with our help and that of their former supporters. For Republicans, it was the beginning of a new ascendancy in states like Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
Now, 16 years later, the GOP is making the very same mistake. And just like it did then, it will cost those who sell out. For starters, that means: No passionate door-knockers. No literature. No endorsements. This will result in the loss of much-needed votes.
One self-described pro-choice consultant claims pro-lifers are "the cheapest dates in all of American politics. Mostly, what they want to hear is somebody say, 'I'm pro-life.'" But my organization has spent over 17 years building a voter contact program that was capable, in the 2024 cycle, of reaching 10 million voters in key states -- with 4.3 million visits directly to homes -- to educate and persuade as well as turn out base voters precisely so that votes have consequences. Our message is that if you say you are pro-life, you have to act like it.
Soon, the National Mall will be filled with pro-life advocates from all over the country. Vice President JD Vance has been announced as the headliner. The only consequential topics the vice president could address are this administration's plans to immediately reinstate the requirement for in-person dispensing of abortion drugs, which was the rule all through Trump's first term, and to set a clear standard that no health care plan with anything less than true Hyde protections is acceptable.
The "pro-life party" needs to honor its promises. If Republicans won't take their base seriously, they should expect a grim midterm year -- with only themselves to blame.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Turning colder Friday; winter storm Saturday night and Sunday
A major winter storm will mess with the area beginning late Saturday and potentially lasting into early Monday. Significant snow and ice are possible across the area. 

Dawn at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2026-01-22
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Just some high clouds floating by tonight. Chillier than last night, with lows in the mid-20s to near 30. 
What's next? Stepping back down to a cold regime Friday with highs not far off 40. Temperatures plummet heading into the weekend before a major winter storm arrives late Saturday, with heavy snow and ice through Sunday.
The National Weather Service has issued a cold weather advisory, running 8 p.m. Friday through 10 a.m. Saturday.




Behind a powerful Arctic front, temperatures are set to drop off to lows in a 5 to 12 range Friday night. Adding in wind, it will feel more like near zero to minus-8.
The map above highlights the wind chill forecast at 7 a.m. Saturday and shows the entire area with wind chills below zero.
A massive and powerful winter storm remains on track to wallop the D.C. region this weekend, unloading disruptive amounts of snow and ice. Frigid weather will precede, accompany and follow the storm, ensuring that snow and ice rapidly accumulate and remain on the ground for days.
Travel will probably be most difficult between predawn and midday Sunday, when snow and/or a mix of frozen precipitation may fall heavily (up to 1 to 2 inches per hour), icing over roads and restricting visibility. Untreated roads may remain treacherous for days.
The main question is how much snow will fall and how quickly precipitation will change to an icy mix of sleet and possibly freezing rain. Areas from the Beltway and to the south and east are likely to see the transition to ice between Sunday morning and midday, lowering the ceiling on snowfall amounts.
Based on the latest information, we are projecting 5 to 10 inches of snow in the Beltway area, and 4 to 8 inches to the southeast. About 8 to 14 inches of snow is most likely northwest of the Beltway, where snow will take longer to mix with or change to sleet.




While subject to change, here's an approximate timeline for the evolution of this storm (lowest temperatures in northwest areas, high temperatures in southeast areas):
4 to 10 p.m. Saturday: Chance of light snow, developing from southwest to northeast. A coating possible, especially from D.C. south. Temperatures: 16 to 20.
10 p.m. Saturday to 4 a.m. Sunday: Snow increases in coverage and intensity from southwest to northeast. Accumulation begins immediately once snow is steady. Temperatures: 16 to 20.
4 to 10 a.m. Sunday: Snow, heavy at times. Rapid accumulation of up to 1 to 2 inches per hour. Snow may gradually mix with and change to sleet, especially south and east of the Beltway. Temperatures 15 to 20.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday: Snow north and west of the Beltway may mix with or change to sleet. Mostly sleet near the Beltway, mixing with snow at times. Mainly sleet south and east of the Beltway, with some freezing rain also possible. Temperatures: 18 to 24.
4 to 10 p.m. Sunday: Mixed precipitation gradually diminishes from southwest to northeast. Temperatures: 20 to 25.
10 p.m. Sunday to 4 a.m. Monday: Lingering areas of mixed precipitation or freezing drizzle possible. Temperatures: 17 to 22.
Our more detailed briefing is posted at this link: At least 5 to 10 inches of snow likely in D.C. area this weekend, plus ice·.
The National Weather Service has issued a winter storm watch for the area. It runs from Saturday at 7 p.m. through Monday at 7 a.m. The Weather Service warns of the potential for 5 to 10 inches or more snowfall and additional accumulation of ice.
Check out our latest briefing· on the storm.




We talked to some local plumbing experts and they agree: If you haven't shut off your outside water yet, today is a great day to do it with temperatures well above freezing (highs near or above 50 degrees). Tomorrow afternoon also works, with highs in the 40s.
Why the urgency? A long stretch of extreme cold arrives starting Saturday, with at least a week -- possibly 10 days -- of highs mainly in the 20s and lows in the single digits and teens. That is a recipe for frozen or burst pipes.
Here's what to do:
	Turn off the outside water valve from inside your home.
	Disconnect hoses and store them indoors.
	Open outdoor faucets to let any remaining water drain out.
	Add insulated faucet covers for extra protection.

Forecast in detail
Tonight: Seasonably cool air is spilling back into the area. Lows range about 25 to 30 under mainly clear skies with just some high clouds moving by. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Clouds are more numerous as a powerful cold front moves into the region. Highs end up near 40 before it passes. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Frigid air arrives drawn southward by gusty winds from the northwest. By dawn, lows are in the high single digits to low teens. Wind chills plunge near and below zero. Skies should be partly cloudy. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Clouds thicken and lower much of Saturday. The winter storm stage is set with highs in the upper teens to low 20s. Light snow is set to move in during the evening, or perhaps as soon as the late afternoon in far southwest areas. Confidence: Medium
The bulk of the storm occurs Saturday night and Sunday. Snow becomes moderate to heavy overnight and into Sunday morning, when at least several inches should accumulate. After that, there's an increasing chance that snow mixes with or changes to sleet and freezing rain. In colder areas northwest of Interstate 95, mostly snow may fall. Freezing rain potential and ice buildup could also become significant, especially south and east of D.C. Highs range from about 20 to 25. The mix of precipitation should gradually taper off Sunday night, with lows in the upper teens and low 20s. Confidence: Medium
For more information, be sure to read our detailed briefing on this winter storm, available here.
Although a morning snow shower could linger into Monday, sunshine returns. Teens and 20s for highs both Monday and Tuesday mean the snow and ice that fall won't be going anywhere fast. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: A mild, sunny day. Soak it up. It will be a while before the next. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 8/10 (|): Although forecast questions remain regarding what areas may see snow change to ice, substantial snow accumulations and a high impact winter storm are a good bet.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1987, 10.8 inches of snow fell. It was the first in a pair of big snowstorms that hit within five days. On Jan. 25 and 26 that same year, an additional 9.2 inches came down. Schools were shut for up to seven days in a row because of the snowy one-two punch.
"The second major snowstorm in four days blanketed the Washington area yesterday, burying roads anew, snarling traffic and spoiling Super Sunday parties," The Washington Post reported as the second storm was underway.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 76 (1927)
	Record low: 1 (1893)
	Record precipitation: 1.49 inches of melted snow (1987)
	Record snowfall: 10.8 inches (1987)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Hairstylist's viral video dragging teen became evidence against her
Jayla Cunningham was sentenced Thursday in the assault of a 15-year-old client in Prince George's County.

The Prince George's County Courthouse. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


By Jasmine Golden | 2026-01-22
A Maryland hairstylist who posted a video to social media showing her dragging a 15-year-old client toward the door at her home-based salon over a payment dispute was sentenced Thursday to six months of home detention.
The video, which was viewed more then 50 million times, became insurmountable evidence in the courtroom.
In November, a jury convicted 19-year-old Jayla Cunningham of Laurel of second-degree assault, which carries up to 10 years in prison. She asked the judge for mercy and a sentence of probation.
"I really do regret what I did," Cunningham said to Judge Michael Pearson in Prince George's County Circuit Court before he handed down the sentence. "Can you have faith in me? Can you believe in me that I am trying?"
While Pearson said he has "no reason to believe you're a bad person," he couldn't ignore the video.
"The disregard you showed that young lady on that day is unacceptable," Pearson said. "I trust you're going to learn from it."
In what appears to be surveillance footage, Cunningham, then 18, is seen pulling a girl across the floor by her hood and toward a doorway.
Cunningham ended up in court after the 15-year-old's mother filed a charge against her shortly after. The charging documents say the girl was "pulled and dragged by her hair," but the video does not appear to show Cunningham pulling the girl's hair. The mother accused Cunningham of telling her daughter "not to move until I get my money" before approaching her daughter with a pair of scissors to scare her.
The mother also said Cunningham admitted in a video she posted online that she dragged the 15-year-old, pulled her hair and used scissors to cut her hair out, according to the charging documents.
The girl tried to pay Cunningham electronically, prosecutors said.
Samuel Elira, Cunningham's attorney, argued that Cunningham should receive probation. She's already lost her business and her apartment, he said.
In court documents, Elira said Cunningham ran a licensed hair-braiding business in Temple Hills and spent hours on March 2 installing a weave and styling the girl's hair. The client had agreed to pay $150 for the hairstyle, but attempted to leave without paying Cunningham once the service was completed, Elira said in the documents. Cunningham acted in defense of her business and livelihood, Elira said.
Cunningham used scissors to "take the service out" of her client's hair, not to physically harm her, he added.
"What Ms. Cunningham needs is business skills, training, anger management," Elira said.
At court Thursday, Cunningham said she had just moved into the apartment two weeks before the incident. She was worried about not being paid by the client, and was also going through serious mental health struggles brought on by an abusive relationship, she said.
Assistant State's Attorney Jeffrey Woolf said Cunningham showed no remorse for her actions, going as far as to post videos on TikTok of her dancing to taunting music. Elira said those videos were shown at trial, and Cunningham has not posted further.
In evidence admitted at trial, Cunningham texted an apology to the 15-year-old client.
Cunningham will be on probation following the home detention and must undergo mental health treatment and complete anger management as part of her sentence.
Though Pearson sentenced Cunningham to home detention with the Prince George's County detention center, Cunningham was taken into custody Thursday. There was an outstanding bench warrant for her failure to appear at court for another criminal matter.
Elira argued to have his client not held in jail for missing the court date.
"I think she's going to be a successful young woman," Elira said afterward. "I'm sure the way she conducted herself at 18 won't be the same way she conducts herself at 25."
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Capital Weather Gang
At least 5 to 10 inches of snow likely in D.C. area this weekend, plus ice
A powerful winter storm is on track to wallop the D.C. region this weekend, unloading disruptive amounts of snow and ice. 




By Jason Samenow | 2026-01-22

People walk their dogs in the snow at Lincoln Park on Capitol Hill in D.C. on Jan. 6, 2024. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A massive and powerful winter storm remains on track to wallop the D.C. region this weekend, unloading disruptive amounts of snow and ice.
Frigid weather will precede, accompany and follow the storm, ensuring that snow and ice rapidly accumulate and remain on the ground for days.
Travel will probably be most difficult between predawn and midday Sunday, when snow and/or a mix of frozen precipitation may fall heavily (up to 1 to 2 inches per hour), icing over roads and restricting visibility. Untreated roads may remain treacherous for days.
The storm, sweeping through the area between Saturday night and early Monday, is poised to have major impacts on roads, airports and businesses Sunday into next week, when many schools will probably close, possibly for multiple days. It is expected to produce dangerous amounts of snow and ice across a swath covering over 2,000 miles from the Southwest into southern New England.
In the D.C. area, the main question is how much snow will fall and how quickly precipitation will change to an icy mix of sleet and possibly freezing rain. Areas around the Beltway and to the south and east are likely to see the transition to ice between Sunday morning and midday, lowering the ceiling on snowfall amounts.
Based on the latest information, we are projecting 5 to 10 inches of snow in the Beltway area, and 4 to 8 inches to the southeast. About 8 to 14 inches of snow is most likely well northwest of the Beltway, where snow will take longer to mix with or change to sleet.
The accumulation of sleet could be considerable from the Beltway southward, resulting in a thick, difficult-to-shovel conglomeration.
The National Weather Service office serving the region says it has "high confidence" in a major winter storm with "significant" snow and ice. "The combination of heavy snow and ice alongside prolonged very cold temperatures presents a unique and significant risk to life and property across virtually the entire region," it wrote.
Given the situation, the agency has placed the area under a winter storm watch from 7 p.m. Saturday through 7 a.m. Monday. The watch calls for the potential of 5- to 10-plus inches of snow and additional ice accumulation.




The Weather Service also issued a cold weather advisory from 8 p.m. Friday to 10 a.m. Saturday, ahead of the storm, for wind chills as low as minus-10 degrees.
In anticipation of the storm, Virginia has officially declared a state of emergency and Maryland a "state of preparedness."
While it's subject to change, here's an approximate timeline for the evolution of this storm (lowest temperatures in northwest areas, high temperatures in southeast areas):
4 to 10 p.m. Saturday: Chance of light snow, developing from southwest to northeast. A coating possible, especially from D.C. south. Temperatures: 16 to 20.
10 p.m. Saturday to 4 a.m. Sunday: Snow increases in coverage and intensity from southwest to northeast. Accumulation begins immediately once snow is steady. Temperatures: 16 to 20.
4 to 10 a.m. Sunday: Snow, heavy at times. Rapid accumulation of up to 1 to 2 inches per hour. Snow may gradually mix with and change to sleet, especially south and east of the Beltway. Temperatures 15 to 20.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday: Snow north and west of the Beltway may mix with or change to sleet. Mostly sleet near the Beltway, mixing with snow at times. Mainly sleet south and east of the Beltway, with some freezing rain also possible. Temperatures: 18 to 24.
4 to 10 p.m. Sunday: Mixed precipitation gradually diminishes from southwest to northeast. Temperatures: 20 to 25.
10 p.m. Sunday to 4 a.m. Monday: Lingering areas of mixed precipitation or freezing drizzle possible. Temperatures: 17 to 22.
Our snow projections are informed by these model predictions:
	UKMet: 9 inches.
	American model: 9 inches
	European AI model: 9 inches
	Canadian model: 9 inches
	American AI model: 7 to 8 inches
	European model: 7 inches
	German model: 6 inches
	NAM: 5 inches

Most models suggest that snow will flip to sleet inside the Beltway and to the south and east between Sunday morning and midday (some hold off a bit longer); at that point, the bulk of the snow accumulation should be over. But accumulating sleet could fall on top of the snow.
Because of the very low temperatures, snow that falls before the switch the sleet will be powdery, allowing it to pile up faster than usual in our region.
Whether, where and when snow changes to sleet or even freezing rain constitutes a major unresolved forecast challenge. The farther northwest and the faster any changeover to ice occurs, the more it will cut back snow potential. If the changeover is slow to occur or doesn't progress into the Beltway area, most of the region will experience double-digit snowfall amounts, although few models predict this.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


With temperatures forecast to be in the teens and 20s, it's natural to wonder why ice may occur instead of snow. The reason has to do with temperatures at higher altitudes, around 10,000 feet high. Models project a narrow warm layer aloft will surge north and that will partially or completely melt snowflakes. But, as the partial snowflakes and droplets refreeze near or on the ground, it will re-form as sleet or possibly freezing rain.
In areas where substantial freezing rain accumulates, outages could occur because of the heft on trees and power lines. However, the most reliable models suggest heavy amounts of freezing rain may remain confined to the south of central Virginia. The power outage risk is low in areas where snow changes to sleet, rather than freezing rain. Sleet pellets bounce off, rather than cling to, trees and power lines.
The Arctic air mass forecast to settle into the region will be notable for its intensity and longevity. "Dangerously cold wind chills and near record breaking temperatures will remain likely this weekend through early next week," the Weather Service wrote.
After highs flirt with 50 on Thursday, cold air will begin to surge into the area Friday night, when temperatures will plunge toward the low teens (even single digits in colder areas north and west of the Beltway).
Forecast highs over the weekend are only in the teens and 20s. If they hover in the teens, they would challenge calendar-day records.

Predicted high temperatures on Saturday from the National Weather Service. Circled values would tie or break records for cold. (WeatherBell) 


Whatever snow falls will stick around for a long time. Predicted highs next week are mostly in the 20s, and lows at night would probably frequently fall into the teens and single digits. Wind chill near or even below zero will be possible at times.
If snowfall from this storm reaches the high end of projections, it could rank among the greats:
	To enter D.C.'s top 25 snowstorms, at least 10.8 inches would need to fall.
	To enter the top 10, at least 14.4 inches would need to fall.
	To enter the top five, at least 17.8 inches would need to fall.

Since the 17.8 inches during the Snowzilla storm in 2016 tied for D.C.'s fourth-biggest snowstorm, four snowfalls have surpassed 6 inches:
	10.3 inches on Jan. 12 to 14, 2019.
	6.9 inches on Jan. 3, 2022.
	7.2 inches on Jan. 6, 2025.
	6.4 inches on Feb. 11 to 12, 2025.

This storm has a chance to outdo all of these four.
In most recent historic storms to affect the D.C. area, the highest snow totals -- sometimes substantially more than in D.C. itself -- have occurred north and west of the Beltway.
D.C. averages 13.7 inches of snow per winter and has seen 1.5 inches so far. This storm could catapult its cumulative snowfall to near the seasonal norm.
With the storm three to four days away and confidence in a high-impact event, it's time to think about taking action. If you have scheduled flights or appointments on Sunday, you might consider changing them. Most airlines will allow you to make changes at no cost.
It's a good time to stock up on groceries as well as snow-clearing supplies like shovels and salt.
You might also take steps to protect your home and yard from snow and ice (make sure your gutters are clear) and predicted extreme cold (protect your pipes).
"Have an emergency kit in the car including extra batteries, a flashlight, and blanket just in case you get stranded," the Weather Service advises. "Make sure to refuel your car before the storm hits. Check on elderly friends/neighbors and don't forget about your pets during this prolonged cold period."
Read more about D.C.-area winter storms
Here's how to measure snow like a pro
It is tough to predict when it will snow in Washington. Here's why
Everything you ever wanted to know about snow in Washington, D.C.
Ice storms: Inside wintertime's dreaded, frozen mess
Wes Junker, Ian Livingston, Jeff Halverson and Dan Stillman contributed to this report.
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Maryland
Walmart found negligent for selling a shotgun used in a suicide 
The family of the 23-year-old who took his life, Jacob Mace, said store managers knew he was suicidal and did nothing to make sure he couldn't buy a gun from the store.

Jacob Mace (Family photo)


By Dan Morse | 2026-01-22
A federal jury on Thursday found Walmart negligent for selling a shotgun used in a suicide and awarded the family of the victim -- who worked at the store -- millions in damages.
The verdict followed a 10-day civil trial· in Maryland that focused on communications among employees inside a Walmart store 45 miles south of Washington. The family of the 23-year-old who took his life, Jacob Mace, said store managers knew Mace was suicidal and did nothing to ensure that he couldn't buy a gun from the store.
Walmart argued that the managers didn't know Mace's intentions and that he legally bought the gun after clearing a federal background check.
"We think the jury got it right," said Kevin Sullivan, an attorney for the Mace family. "The evidence was clear that Walmart knew Mr. Mace was suicidal and the gun should not have been sold."
Mace died in November 2019. His family sued Walmart in April 2021 -- litigation that was then moved from state to federal court. The nine-member jury -- seven women and two men -- began deliberating Wednesday afternoon. They were asked to sort through the Walmart's firearm sales policies, determine whether they were followed and weigh differing accounts inside the store of how widely Mace's troubles were known.
The exact amount of damages to go to the family is still to be determined, according to Sullivan.
There were two kinds awarded: approximately $2.5 million in economic damages and $8 million in non-economic damages. The latter will be subject to cap according to Maryland law, Sullivan said.
He said Walmart will possibly appeal the verdict, which he said would likely put a hold on any payments until the appeal is concluded.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Local Education
Fairfax County is redrawing school boundaries for the first time in decades
A Virginia school district is redrawing its boundaries for the first time in decades, with Fairfax County Public Schools set to vote on the changes.

The Fairfax County Public Schools building in Merrifield, Virginia. (Matthew Barakat/AP)


By Karina Elwood | 2026-01-22
Virginia's largest school district is set to vote on a proposal that would change attendance boundaries for the first time in decades.
The vote Thursday comes after Fairfax County Public Schools capped a months-long process of reviewing its maps that determine what schools families can attend based on their address. The conversation drew hundreds of comments from residents who had issues with their current school boundaries; were worried that the schools their children were zoned for might change; or simply had ideas about the best way for the district to handle the massive undertaking.
After hours of public comment periods, dozens of meetings and multiple drafts of changes, Fairfax Superintendent Michelle Reid landed on a list of recommended changes that would cause about 1,700 students to move schools, which is less than 1 percent of students in the district.
A public forum on that proposal will be held at 6:15 p.m. on Thursday, before the school board votes on the proposal and how to implement it during its evening meeting, which begins at 7 p.m.
The most recent proposed changes can be found on the district's website.
School leaders voted in 2024 to begin reviewing the district's boundaries every five years, a shift they hoped would help better address challenges caused by changing enrollment, growth and renovations. They started examining the current boundaries shortly after the change.
Fairfax serves more than 180,000 students in nearly 200 public schools. It's home to some of the state's -- and the country's -- most prestigious public schools. The district's demographics have also changed in recent decades, with a more diverse population and its students speaking more than 200 languages.
The district's review set out to study how to address systemic issues such as overcrowding and long commute times. It also tried to reduce the number of "attendance islands," in which a pocket of homes within a neighborhood is zoned for a different school, and "split feeders," where students within one elementary or middle school are zoned to progress to different schools at the next level.
The aim, school leaders said, was to prioritize those issues while disrupting as few students as possible.
A perfect solution to all of the district's issues doesn't exist, leaders emphasized. Decisions to keep students in one school may neglect to resolve outstanding issues at another. An option to solve capacity issues at one school might remove students from their tight-knit neighborhood community in another. Also to consider are the safety of walking paths and the distances that buses have to travel.
"This process wasn't perfect, and ... my recommendations are not perfect," Reid told the school board at a Jan. 8 meeting. "A goal I think that I have, and I hope we share, is normalizing this conversation around boundaries. It's really a best practice just to routinely review these. And I feel like we've taken some first good steps, and we've got, obviously, more work to do."
Still, the topic drew vast feedback from communities across the district.
In public comment sessions, parents urged leaders not to bend to the loudest groups. Others voiced concerns about the proposals not going far enough to resolve all the challenges identified. Some felt overlooked and left out. Others felt targeted. School officials have identified certain schools and problems for monitoring and later review, saying that this will be an ongoing effort.
Kris Griffin, 52, has two children who were among the affected students in Reid's first set of proposed changes presented earlier this month. Under that proposal, her children's zoned school would have moved from Justice High School to Falls Church High School.
When she and her neighbors found out in December that they might be affected by changes, she said they were confused and frustrated. The community, Griffin said, had received little opportunities for feedback until that point.
Griffin's husband spoke out against the changes earlier this month, during a Jan. 10 hearing that lasted more than three hours.
After the hearing, Reid updated her proposal -- including pausing the changes affecting Griffin's neighborhood and adding them to a list that needed more time for community engagement. The board will revisit the proposal next year, according to the most recent update.
Griffin said she was elated by the decision, but cautioned that it was important for parents to pay attention to the boundary review. Even if a school is not affected today, she said, it could be down the line, like hers might be next year.
"At the end of the day, these are our kids," Griffin said. "Not lines on a map."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2026/01/22/fairfax-county-school-boundary-changes/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Local Crime & Public Safety
Serial killer linked to 1986 murders of Virginia women
The FBI linked Alan Wilmer to the 1986 killings of Rebecca Dowski and Cathy Thomas

Cathy Thomas, left, and Rebecca Dowski were killed in 1986. The FBI has linked their deaths to Alan Wilmer Sr. 40 years later. (Courtesy of Bill Thomas)


By Dan Morse | 2026-01-22
Bob Dowski and Bill Thomas had long wondered who killed their sisters, Rebecca and Cathy, whose bodies were found in Cathy's car in 1986 with their throats slashed. Their deaths were linked to several more in southeastern Virginia around that time in what became known as the Colonial Parkway murders.
"The memory is always there," Dowski said. "You try to keep it locked inside little rooms in your heart and your head. But that doesn't really work."
Last week, he and Thomas were invited to Virginia by FBI agents. The two were told what the FBI formally announced Tuesday: The FBI believed that Alan Wade Wilmer Sr., who died in 2017 and in recent years had been linked to four other murders in Virginia from that time, also killed Rebecca and Cathy.
"Had Wilmer Sr. been alive today," the FBI said in a statement, "the evidence developed through this investigation would have supported federal prosecution."
The FBI cited "advances in forensic science and DNA analysis" in cracking the case but did not elaborate.
Dowski, 72, was left with mixed feelings -- grateful for the FBI's efforts, pleased to have some answers, upset that Wilmer never faced any consequences.
"This guy snuffed out two young people in 1986 and went on to have a life and in 2017 died in his sleep," he said. "I am not sure he lived a happy life, but my sister didn't get to have her life."
"I don't think justice was served," Dowski said. "Justice would have been served if he was charged, convicted and executed."
As Dowski tried to compartmentalize his grief, Bill Thomas, 69, took a different path -- starting a website and a podcast about the Colonial Parkway murders to keep attention on them and help try to solve them. The project had him speaking with surviving family members of other murder victims, which has fueled him to expand the Mind Over Murder podcast to other crimes.
"We've met so many amazing people along the way," he said. "Lots of people have gone through what we've gone through."

Alan Wilmer Sr., shown at left in 1988 at age 33, and in 2009 at age 54. (Virginia State Police)


The FBI said Tuesday there were at least eight murders and disappearances of young people from 1986 to 1989 near Virginia's Colonial Parkway and surrounding areas. There has long been uncertainty about exactly how the cases were related and which ones come under the umbrella of the "Colonial Parkway murders." But taken collectively, the crimes have generated "one of the most complex and enduring cold case investigations in Virginia history," the FBI said in a statement. The agency vowed to "continue to actively pursue unsolved cases related to the Colonial Parkway murders."
It was an October night in 1986 when Thomas, 27, among the U.S. Naval Academy's first female graduates; and Dowski, 21, whom she had recently started dating, left a computer lab at the William & Mary, where Dowski was a student. Days later, a jogger spotted Thomas's white Honda in brambles on an embankment near the York River.
The women had been choked with a rope and their throats had been cut, Bill Thomas said. Their purses were in the car, which the killer had unsuccessfully tried to torch.
At first, it seemed as though the attack was an isolated incident, and perhaps the killer knew one or both women. Then, nearly a year later, the bodies of David Knobling, 20, and Robin Edwards, 14, were found at the Ragged Island Wildlife Management Area on the James River in Isle of Wight County. Both had been shot in the head, and Knobling's truck was parked at the refuge.
In September 1989, police found an abandoned car at a rest stop along Interstate 64. Annamaria Phelps, 18, and Daniel Lauer, 21, had been headed to Virginia Beach. The drivers window was cracked open, according to family members.
A month and a half later, hunters found the pair's remains in the woods about a mile away. Both had been stabbed. Phelps, a feisty free spirit who liked to go barefoot, was wearing Lauer's socks and shoes, her sister said.
In his meeting with the FBI on Tuesday, Bill Thomas said agents told him they reanalyzed DNA evidence that had long ago been collected at the crime scene from a piece of Rebecca Dowski's clothing. "DNA testing and analysis has gotten so much more sensitive," Thomas said.
The DNA matched DNA that had long ago been collected from Wilmer.
Wilmer, nicknamed "Pokey," owned a commercial fishing boat, a custom-built 1976 wooden craft named Denni Wade, and frequented the waterways and marinas around the Northern Neck, Gloucester and Middlesex counties, and Hampton Roads. Officials said that he liked to hunt and belonged to a hunt club in the Middle Peninsula area. He sometimes operated a tree-service business.
Wilmer had come up in police investigations over the years, and his distinctive vehicle -- a blue 1966 Dodge Fargo pickup truck with a personalized Virginia license plate, EM-RAW -- was seen near the locations of some of the killings.
But it wasn't until Wilmer died at age 63 that investigators obtained DNA samples and subjected them to new types of tests that officially began connecting him to some of the murders, authorities said.
In January, 2024, investigators said they connected Wilmer to two of the Colonial Parkway homicides: Knobling and Edwards.
Authorities have also tied Wilmer to the 1988 slaying of Laurie Ann Powell, who was 18 when her body was found floating in the Elizabeth River near Portsmouth with multiple stab wounds, and to the 1989 killing of Teresa Lynn Spaw Howell, 29, in Hampton.
Bill Thomas has classified six of the homicides and two disappearances into the broader category of "Colonial Parkway murders." He said that depending on how the term is defined, the total can swell to 10.
Thomas also said that if Wilmer's DNA profile was available to more investigators in Virginia and elsewhere, Wilmer would probably be linked to more murders.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Five ways D.C.-area commutes have changed since the pandemic 
A new survey by the Metropolitan Council of Governments found that many people are still working from home part of the time -- but not federal workers. 

Commuting patterns have changed, but traffic in the Washington region is still bad. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Rachel Weiner | 2026-01-22
Despite the upheaval of the past six years, one thing has not changed -- D.C. traffic is bad. A new survey taken by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MCOG) between March and June of last year finds that at 41 minutes, the average commute in the area is about as far and long as it was in 2019.
Commuting patterns have changed, however. More people are teleworking at least two days a week and taking transit; on the other hand, the region has grown, and a larger proportion of suburbanites in Maryland and Virginia are driving to work alone.
"More and more people are coming into the office just for a few hours," Kanti Srikanth, head of planning at the regional group. "All of that shift is going to change when there is demand on our roadways and on our transit system." The peak rush hour is not 6:30 to 7:30 in the morning; it's now about an hour later. All of that will have to be considered as plans are made for new transit and road infrastructure.
The group interviewed 7,524 commuters in D.C. and 11 surrounding jurisdictions. Here's what else we learned.
While working from home part of the time remains far more common than it was before the pandemic, more people are returning to the office. In 2022, the last time this survey was taken, 75 percent of hybrid commuters teleworked at least three times a week. In 2025, that percentage was 35 percent.
Remote work "does not appear to be the ultimate solution we expected and hoped for" to deal with traffic congestion, Neil Harris, chair of MWCOG's Transportation Planning Board said Wednesday at a discussion of the survey results among local leaders.
The decrease has largely been driven by federal workers. Before the pandemic, they were the group most likely to telework. Now, because of return to office policies under the Trump Administration, they are the only one with fewer teleworkers than in 2019, down from 48 to 23 percent.
Nearly half of workers who can telework are doing "split shifts" at least once a week, where they do some work from home and some from an office.
The least happy group of commuters is also the largest: people who drive to work alone. Fifty-five percent of commutes in the region are made by someone alone behind the wheel. In 2016, 57 percent of these workers were satisfied with their commutes. Now, it's only 44 percent. That's despite the fact that the average car commute length -- around 43 minutes -- hasn't changed much since 2019.
The least happy, with the longest commutes, are people who live in the "outer ring" exurbs. In that group 81 percent drive alone, the average commute is 50 minutes, and only 38 percent say they are happy with their long commutes.
While the average transit commute is about the same distance as the average driving commute -- 17 to 18 miles -- transit commutes take longer, with an average of 52 minutes on a train or bus. But commuters who get to work by Metro are happier than they were three years ago, with 62 percent saying they were satisfied or very satisfied with their commute compared to 46 percent in 2022. That echoes a Washington Post-Schar School poll taken in the spring of 2025, which found that 80 percent of riders rate Metro positively.
Overall, Metro commuter satisfaction rose between 2016 and 2019, after the agency started tackling a plethora of safety and reliability issues. That upward trend was halted by the pandemic, when few people were riding and manufacturing defects forced the agency to sideline much of its fleet. Since then Metro has won riders over again with increased frequency and fewer disruptions. Commuter rail riders are also relatively content, with 58 percent saying they are satisfied with their commute.
Metrobus ridership has rebounded the fastest from the pandemic, climbing to over 10 million rides a month, according to agency statistics. But only half of commuters are satisfied with the bus, according to the survey. While satisfaction rose from 44 percent in 2022, it is lower than it was in 2019 (66 percent) and 2016 (62 percent). That's a challenge as local leaders look to the bus network as the way to expand public transit access in the area, saying adding new rail lines is too expensive and difficult. One serious problem is reliability. Buses get stuck in traffic and absenteeism messes with schedules.
Train stations are also much more of a draw than bus stops. Forty-three percent of people polled who either moved or took a new job in 2025 said they considered proximity to a Metro rail station when they did. Only 22 percent considered bus stops.
However, the survey was done just before Metro redid the entire bus network, implementing changes that benefited some commuters while leaving others frustrated.
Since the 2019 survey, Virginia has added toll lanes to Interstate 66 -- on express lanes outside the Beltway and for all single-car drivers during rush hour inside the Beltway. Even though carpoolers and buses are exempt from tolls, only 17 percent of commuters using those roads take advantage of those options. But 15 percent of high-occupancy vehicle and express lane users said they did change their schedules to avoid paying high tolls. And nine percent said they shifted to taking a shared car, van, or bus to use the toll lanes at least some of the time.
Kimberly McCool, an official at the Virginia Department of Transportation told reporters the state is "proud of our 97 mile network of HOV and express lanes," which have generated over $150 million in funding for transit and other alternatives to driving. Virginia has put toll roads on its half of the Beltway, and Gov. Wes Moore (D) recently said he was considering a public-private partnership on the Maryland side to rehabilitate the American Legion Bridge.
Inside the "core" of D.C., Arlington and Alexandria, commutes are the shortest -- about 33 minutes one way. That number hasn't changed despite the fact that D.C. has 50 more miles of bike lanes and 11 miles more of bus lanes than it did in 2019.
District Department of Transportation Director Sharon Kershbaum said that was an achievement.
"I know there is a misperception that when you use travel lanes for bike lanes or for bus lanes, it's going to create congestion and slow things down," she said. "But this data is showing in fact ... commuter times haven't changed."
The happiest commuters are the ones who bike, walk, or take a scooter to work; they are also far more likely to live close to work with an average commute of four miles and 22 minutes. They are also one of the smallest groups, as fewer than 2 percent of commutes are made on foot or by bicycle.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Nonprofits told kids selling candy would help them. It was a scam, officials say.
Prosecutors in D.C., Maryland and Virginia shut down the pair of nonprofits, saying they exploited low-income kids and their founder pocketed the proceeds.

(Sakkawokkie/Getty Images)


By Jenny Gathright | 2026-01-22
The man behind an alleged scheme that profited off candy-selling teens -- and whose various nonprofit groups have a trail of complaints from New York to Georgia -- recently agreed to shut down his operations in D.C., Maryland and Virginia following investigations by top prosecutors in those jurisdictions.
For years, the nonprofit founder Jule Huston recruited teenagers from some of the D.C. region's poorest neighborhoods to sell candy door-to-door in more affluent areas. He then pocketed proceeds for himself, according to the prosecutors, who over the past week announced settlement agreements with Huston.
Huston, who was not charged criminally as part of the matter and throughout the proceedings denied that he willfully misused funds, did not return a phone call seeking comment. Under the terms of settlements with the three jurisdictions, he was barred from doing business in the area and must pay a $5,000 fine to benefit area nonprofit groups that serve young people.
The case examined the Maryland Youth Club of America and Virginia Youth Club of America, which claimed to support young people "before they become statistics" by offering them scholarships, trips, part-time jobs, laptops and more. In D.C., many of the children hailed from low-income neighborhoods east of the Anacostia River, according to D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb.
Schwalb, along with Maryland Attorney General Anthony G. Brown and Maryland Secretary of State Susan C. Lee, said the organization was unable to show that any of its $857,000 in gross candy sales translated to consistent pay, trips or scholarships for the children who sold the candy for $10 a box.
Instead, Schwalb alleged, Huston transferred more than $23,000 in funds to his personal CashApp account, his mother, a company he created and another nonprofit officer. Prosecutors also said the Maryland Youth Club accumulated expenses from local gas stations, Petco, AutoZone, Walmart and other businesses in New York, where Huston lives.
"A large amount" of the funds the nonprofit groups raised could not be accounted for; Huston destroyed four years of the Maryland Youth Club's financial records, the prosecutors said.
In 2021, a representative for one of the nonprofits told the Braddock Buzz, a Northern Virginia news outlet, that the teens were paid $2 per item sold and "make at least minimum wage." Prosecutors said the nonprofit couldn't prove it.
"Upon information and belief, no direct benefits were reported to have been provided to the children, and Mr. Huston was unable or unwilling to demonstrate any such benefits were provided to the children," Maryland officials wrote in a settlement agreement.
"These adults exploited children twice -- first by sending them door-to-door as salespeople, then by misusing the money donors thought would help at-risk youth," Brown said in a statement. "We've shut down these sham operations and banned the people behind them from ever running a charity in Maryland again."
It's not the first brush Huston has had with prosecutors over allegedly dubious or exploitative candy-selling schemes.
He was arrested and charged with child endangerment in New York in 2010, according to local news reports, after an officer saw two young people, 12 and 13, selling candy outside in 19-degree weather; at the time, Huston -- then 25 years old -- was supervising them as part of an organization called the New York Youth Club. Huston denied negligence and the charges were dropped, reports said. As recently as this December, teens asking for donations for an organization called the Long Island Youth Club were spotted in the Hamptons, according to the East Hampton Star.
There is also the Carolina Youth Club, which in 2018 faced enforcement action in South Carolina for allegedly failing to file required financial reports for its door-to-door candy sales operations involving children, which meant state authorities could not tell whether the charity was actually benefiting the youths. Huston told a local NBC affiliate it was a misunderstanding and he had filed the proper paperwork.
Huston was also named in a 2021 Georgia indictment that accused him and 13 other people of using a fraudulent charity -- called the Georgia Peach Youth Club of America -- to fund "criminal street gang activity." According to the indictment, the youth club supervisors would pick up children and drive them around Georgia to sell candy and food door-to-door. But Huston and others, the indictment alleged, "kept money for themselves for their own personal financial gain and promotion of the Nine Trey Bloods street gang." A spokesperson for Georgia's attorney general said Wednesday that the prosecution was still "active and ongoing," declining to provide additional comment on the status of the case.
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Maryland Politics
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore proposes plan to close $1.4 billion budget shortfall
The Democratic governor said his budget will reduce spending and not result in extra costs to residents who are struggling in a state hit hard by federal spending cuts.

Gov. Wes Moore (D) speaks at a news conference Tuesday. (Katie Mettler/The Washington Post)


By Katie Mettler, Michael Brice-Saddler, Katie Shepherd | 2026-01-22
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore on Wednesday proposed closing a projected $1.4 billion budget shortfall by reducing spending across the state government and moving money around from certain specialty funds, a strategy meant to spare residents from new cost increases in a struggling economy.
In presenting his budget to state lawmakers, who convened for their 90-day legislative session last week, the governor framed his fiscal strategy as "targeted" and "data-driven."
"This budget shows that we can spend wisely while still protecting our values," Moore said during a news conference in Annapolis on Wednesday.
Both the governor and Department of Budget and Management acting secretary Jake Weissmann blamed the shortfall on the actions of congressional Republicans and the White House since President Donald Trump was sworn in last year.
"What happened?" Weissmann said at the news conference. "Simply put, Donald Trump happened."
Maryland was hit hard by the Trump administration's sweeping cuts to the federal workforce, losing an estimated 24,900 federal government jobs in 2025 -- more than any other state -- while also enduring funding rollbacks to programs such as SNAP and Medicaid. Economic challenges overall have left Maryland residents struggling to afford basic necessities such as groceries, housing and utilities, state leaders have said.
"This comes at a moment of profound economic and social and political transformation. We know this is coming at a time when many Marylanders are not just scared, not just worried about the present, but they're worried about what they're seeing in terms of the language and the discourse," Moore said Wednesday during his presentation. "Marylanders are counting on us to hold the wall and tackle everyday problems with discipline, with persistence, with bold and tangible solutions. Not just today, but for our tomorrow."
Moore's proposed budget is about 0.8 percent larger than the current fiscal year's, which Weissmann said was the smallest growth in modern history and focuses on "only funding services essential to Maryland."
Spending reductions would come from true cuts made to government agencies, including $150 million to the Developmental Disabilities Administration and a slowing of planned increases to certain programs. On top of that, money from specialty funds, such as the state's rainy day fund, would be transferred into the general fund to help close the shortfall.
The governor's budget includes a 1.5 percent cost-of-living increase for all state employees -- lower than expected. The governor and AFSCME Maryland, the largest union for state employees in Maryland, were supposed to come to an agreement on wages by the end of 2025, but they did not. That figure could be subject for debate among lawmakers, and AFSCME members have signaled that they intend to lobby for greater investment in a workforce that they argue is underpaid and understaffed.
Republican state lawmakers said in statements Wednesday that they were disappointed that the governor's proposed budget does not more aggressively reduce state spending, instead relying on what Senate Minority Leader Stephen S. Hershey Jr. (R-Queen Anne's) said was a strategy of "moving and raiding funds to support ongoing spending."
Democratic leaders in both chambers have signaled that they are largely aligned with the governor this year regarding how best to balance the budget. Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) and Speaker Joseline A. Pena-Melnyk (D-Prince George's) have both said that they are committed to finding a solution without instituting new taxes.
The Senate will work on the budget first this year, taking the governor's initial proposal and making any changes before sending its version to the House of Delegates. Ferguson and Pena-Melnyk said on the first day of the legislative session that they had agreed to meet regularly throughout the process to ensure collaboration and communication from the start.
House Appropriations Committee Chairman Ben Barnes (D-Prince George's) said he has already spoken to Senate Budget and Taxation Committee Chairman Guy Guzzone (D-Howard) three times in the past 24 hours about their shared mandate to pass a balanced budget.
Barnes called the governor's budget proposal "a good first step" and said the House's mandate this year is to pass a budget that prioritizes making the state more affordable for residents and protecting vulnerable communities -- while keeping an eye on policy decisions in Washington that could further affect Maryland's pocketbook.
Guzzone said his committee will spend its "unpacking" the governor's cost-reduction proposals and ensure that the one-time money transfers from the specialty funds won't create long-term challenges.
"I think they've done a really good job of being thoughtful and creative," Guzzone said of the governor's proposal. "That doesn't mean we won't make changes of course, but it's still a great framework."
Last year, after the Maryland Board of Revenue Estimates made dire projections in the early months of the Trump administration, the state made about $2 billion in cuts to the budget, including some adjustments to the state's education reform plan known as the Blueprint for Maryland's Future.
Ferguson and Pena-Melnyk both said they do not expect to make major changes this year to the Blueprint, which increases education funding by about $3.8 billion annually and will soon become one of the biggest drivers of state spending when the program's designated funding source runs out. 
Ferguson has said his focus will be on "cost containment," particularly for state-funded programs that have been growing more expensive than anticipated each year.
Some of the biggest drivers of state spending in recent years have been Medicaid, substance abuse treatment programs, and programs administered by the Developmental Disabilities Administration. The Senate president said all of those areas may be targets for reining in spending.
"We're going to try to protect those who are the most vulnerable as we are making these adjustments and cuts," Ferguson said last week. "We're also going to try to make sure that we're still investing in ways that we can grow, so we don't want to cut everything to the detriment of our long-term future."
Though her chamber will not begin working on the budget in earnest until the Senate passes its proposal, Pena-Melnyk said in a pre-session interview that she has already instructed committee chairs to look at a number of audits produced by the Office of Legislative Audits to "pinpoint where the problems are and what we can do to fix it."
"We're good at a lot of things," she said. "But there's always room for improvement as well."
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Local Education
A teacher agreed to a 'Queer Eye' makeover -- but only if it helped his school, too
Queer Eye's Fab Five give a D.C. teacher a new look and helps his school. 

(Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Jonathan Edwards | 2026-01-22
Michael Devereaux is the kind of guy who would pass out on an airplane because he puts everyone else's oxygen masks on first.
That brand of self-inflicted altruism made him a beloved father, husband and history teacher at a public charter school. It also turned him into a schlubby dresser with an unruly beard and scraggly, shoulder-length hair he cut once a year.
He would be the perfect candidate for "Queer Eye," his friend and colleague Josh Roe recalled thinking upon learning the Netflix makeover show was coming to Washington. Comparing Devereaux's look to a werewolf, Roe nominated him to appear in the TV series built around teaching self-care to people who often don't think they deserve it.
"He helps everybody else but doesn't take time to help himself," said Roe, the assistant principal of humanities at Digital Pioneers Academy, a charter school in Southeast Washington. "That's just who Mike is."
"Queer Eye" agreed with Roe's assessment, selecting Devereaux as one of six D.C.-area residents to star in its 10th and final season, which Netflix released Wednesday.
And true to form, amid the pampering and clothes shopping, Devereaux also used his appearance to draw attention toward the pressures facing his profession. Rather than renovate his home, he insisted the show do something to help Digital Pioneers Academy. He also aimed to spotlight educator burnout, emotional strain and the sacrifices teachers make in a high-stakes, low-paying job -- particularly in schools serving students affected by gun violence.
In the 2022-2023 school year, as Devereaux was interviewing for a position at DPA, four students were fatally shot.
"These teachers are navigating such intense circumstances," Jeremiah Brent, the Fab Five design expert, said in a cutaway shot that followed a scene in which Devereaux described the mental and emotional toll of working with students who carry trauma into the classroom.
"I just wanted to, like, be really, really clear and say, 'Well, I don't want to do this unless, like, the school and the kids can get something out of it,' " Devereaux said last week in an interview.

Devereaux only agreed to appear on the show if it could help his school. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Devereaux's arrival at DPA marked a midlife career change. For 15 years, he worked as a pastor, shepherding congregations in Minnesota and New York. Over time, he grew dissatisfied with ministry and found himself craving work with more tangible outcomes.
"When you're building a house, the change is evident before you," he said. "It's sort of like that with young people."
He began teaching part time and studying to get his master's in the field. Then, the pandemic hit, scrambling his plans. He bought a rundown RV, fixed it up, loaded his wife, Nicole, and their two daughters, now 17 and 13, inside and spent two years traveling the country's highways and backroads.
When Nicole decided in 2023 to go to law school at American University in D.C., Michael began looking for teaching jobs and came across DPA's website. He was struck by the way founder and CEO Mashea Ashton spoke about education and the school's mission.
"It was clear to me how she's just a visionary leader," he said. "It really appealed to me."
The family moved that July into a two-bedroom apartment in Van Ness.
In three years, Devereaux has become a fixture at the school, though he would never describe himself that way. As a whole, DPA's teachers are deeply committed to students, Roe said, but Devereaux stands out in noticeable ways. He is one of the few who arrives an hour before classes begin and often works 10-hour days. Devereaux said he works for several hours on Sundays to prepare for the week ahead.

"When you're building a house, the change is evident before you," Devereaux said. "It's sort of like that with young people." (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


When Roe suggested to Ashton that the school consider participating in the D.C. season of Queer Eye, they considered potential candidates. It did not take long to land on Devereaux, with his ever-present DPA T-shirts, khaki shorts and black socks that would make him right at home at a Doobie Brothers concert.
But there was a deeper reason Roe thought his friend deserved some TLC. In January last year, Devereaux was told an MRI had revealed a brain tumor, triggering weeks of existential crisis before doctors determined the machine had malfunctioned. Soon after, he was diagnosed with colon cancer, which he later learned was benign.
"I had a real rough year," Devereaux said.
When the Queer Eye opportunity arose, his instinct was to decline. But he followed a newer resolve to "do whatever comes my way and not say no and just see where it takes me."
On episode 2 of the new season, which is titled "Back to School Burnout," interior designer Brent works to renovate a teacher's lounge at DPA. The old room -- which during the pandemic was used as an anteroom for coronavirus testing -- was cramped, cluttered with supplies, and home to a copy machine and what Queer Eye grooming expert Jonathan Van Ness described as "an all-terrible Keurig machine," Ashton recalled.
"It's kind of embarrassing, to be honest, to describe it," Ashton said Tuesday in an interview.
No one lingered there. Teachers came in to complete a specific task -- make coffee, grab supplies, scarf down lunch -- and then retreated to their classrooms. Devereaux told the Fab Five that the lounge was a place of transit rather than rest.
In the renovated version, teachers can -- and do -- actually lounge.

Devereaux speaks with Digital Pioneers Academy CEO Mashea Ashton in a lounge made over by the "Queer Eye" team. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


"Queer Eye" also hooked up students. Life coach Karamo Brown donated $15,000 total to fund scholarships for the 38 students from DPA's first graduating class who went to college last fall, Ashton said. He was moved to act after a DPA alum told him an outstanding summer school bill was preventing him from enrolling for the fall semester, she added.
Brown wants the new college students to use the money to overcome those kinds of "last-mile" obstacles that can derail first-generation college students, whether that means buying a laptop, paying an unexpected bill or being able to afford a trip home, Ashton said.
For his part, Devereaux said he loved the experience. Everyone on "Queer Eye," from the Fab Five to the behind-the-scenes staff, was kind and sincere. They bucked the phoniness he suspects infects most other reality shows, describing the on-screen interactions and emotions as "really authentic, earnest, heartfelt." He's stayed in touch with several people from production, including Brent, whom he described as a little brother.
"There's something so real and authentic about the relationships for the whole week," Devereaux said. "It was powerful."
Tan France, if you're reading this, stop now. The next part is not for you.
Is he gone? Good.
In the nearly six months since the Fab Five's fashion expert urged Devereaux to work in blazers and other complexity into his wardrobe, he has largely reverted to his old uniform: clothes chosen for comfort rather than style, Roe said.
What has not regressed is the teachers' lounge. Unlike the cramped, lifeless pre-"Queer Eye" version, DPA's teachers hang out in the new one all the time. Away from the stresses and isolation of the classroom, they relax, commiserate and build community.
Wearing his DPA-branded T-shirts, khaki shorts and long black socks that stretch up to his legs, Devereaux is right there with them.
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Capital Weather Gang
Odds rising for one of D.C.'s biggest winter storms in years this weekend
The snow and perhaps ice, accompanied by bitter and long-lasting cold, could cause major disruptions to schools, airports and businesses Sunday into next week.

Heavy snow at the National Mall on Feb. 11. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow | 2026-01-22
Chances are increasing that the D.C. area will experience one of its biggest winter storms in years between late Saturday and early Monday. The snow and perhaps ice, accompanied by bitter and long-lasting cold, could cause major disruptions to schools, airports and businesses Sunday into next week.
The chance of at least several inches of snow is high, and totals reaching the double digits are plausible. The storm could produce the most snow in D.C. since 2016 when a crippling blizzard, called Snowzilla, dumped 17 to 32 inches across the region.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


The powerful winter storm will arrive after a blast of Arctic air sweeps from the Plains to the East Coast late this week, dropping temperatures into the teens. As the storm streaks northeastward toward the frigid air, it will unload a large swath of moderate to heavy snow from the southern Plains to the Mid-Atlantic. Farther south, a devastating ice storm may spread from Dallas to Atlanta into the Carolinas.
Computer models have come into relatively strong agreement that at least 6 inches is likely and that parts of the region could near or even surpass a foot. But with the storm still four to five days into the future, uncertainties remain. There is an increasing chance that snow could mix with and change to sleet and/or freezing rain for a time Sunday, lowering the ceiling on snow totals, especially south and east of D.C. There is also a possibility that the push of Arctic air suppresses the storm to the south, resulting in little snow -- although the likelihood of that scenario is diminishing.




Based on the latest information, we would assign the following odds for different snowfall amounts in the D.C. area:
	At least 1 inch: 80 percent.
	At least 4 inches: 70 percent.
	At least 6 inches: 60 percent.
	At least 8 inches: 50 percent.
	At least 12 inches: 35 percent.

"Confidence of a significant winter storm across the region remains high Saturday into Sunday, but confidence in exact amounts of snow versus ice is lower especially south and east," the National Weather Service office serving the region wrote Wednesday.
While subject to change, the storm timing would cause snow to break out late Saturday night, become heavy toward Sunday morning and then ease overnight Sunday into Monday morning. The snow could change to sleet and/or freezing rain for a time between Sunday morning and evening.
The Weather Service raised its winter storm threat scale to the highest level Wednesday because of the potential for significant travel delays, closures and threats to life and property.
Here is how much snow different models are projecting for the Beltway area:
	UKMet: 12 to 13 inches.
	American model: 10 to 11 inches (primary simulation) | 9 to 10 inches (system average).
	European AI model: 10 to 11 inches (primary simulation) | 16 inches (system average).
	European model: 7 to 9 inches (primary simulation) | 10 to 11 inches (system average).
	American AI model: 11 to 12 inches (primary simulation) | 12 to 13 inches (system average).
	Canadian model: 9 to 10 inches
	German model: 5 to 6 inches


Average snowfall predicted by the European modeling system; some totals may be slightly inflated by sleet. (WeatherBell) 


Many of the models suggest a period of sleet and/or freezing rain toward the end of the storm on Sunday afternoon or evening, cutting back some on snow accumulations.
However, because of the low temperatures, the snow that falls before any changeover may be very light and fluffy, allowing it to pile up quickly. For typical winter storms, with temperatures nearer freezing, D.C. gets 10 inches of snow for the equivalent of 1 inch of rain. But for this storm, the equivalent of 1 inch of rain might convert to closer to 15 inches of snow.
Models have come into better agreement that this storm is unlikely to miss to the south. Two streams of energy -- one coming from Canada and a second from Southern California -- are predicted to merge, rather than remain apart, which will help direct vast amounts of moisture from the south and west into frigid air over the Mid-Atlantic.
The big uncertainty is whether there will be enough of an elevated warm layer coming north from the Gulf of Mexico to change the snow to sleet and then freezing rain. This scenario is now showing up in various model runs. But frozen precipitation will continue, even if that happens.
"Given the very cold air locked in at and near the surface with strong Arctic high pressure anchored firmly to our north, plain rain is highly unlikely anywhere in the region," the Weather Service wrote Wednesday. "It will therefore come down to snow versus ice, both of which could be significant and highly impactful across a widespread area."

(WeatherBell, adapted by Capital Weather Gang) 


The tendency for any mild air to surge north could be reversed if a new zone of low pressure rapidly develops near the coast, drawing north winds southward. Then, most of the precipitation might fall as snow.
The Arctic air mass forecast to settle into the region will be notable for its intensity and longevity. "Frigid temperatures are looking like a virtual certainty this weekend into early next week," the Weather Service wrote Wednesday.
After highs flirt with 50 on Thursday, cold air will begin to surge into the area Friday night when temperatures will plunge toward the low teens (even single digits in colder areas north and west of the Beltway).
Forecast highs over the weekend are only in the teens to low 20s. If they hover in the teens, they would challenge calendar-day records.
Whatever snow falls will stick around for a long time. Predicted highs next week are mostly in the 20s, and lows at night would probably frequently fall into the teens and single digits (in colder areas away from D.C.). Wind chill near or even below zero will be possible at times.

Predicted high and low temperatures over the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell) 


If snowfall from this storm reaches the high end of projections, it could rank among the greats:
	To enter D.C.'s top 25 snowstorms, at least 10.8 inches would need to fall.
	To enter the top 10, at least 14.4 inches would need to fall.
	To enter the top five, at least 17.8 inches would need to fall.

Since the 17.8 inches during the Snowzilla storm in 2016 tied for D.C.'s fourth-biggest snowstorm, four snowfalls have surpassed 6 inches:
	10.3 inches on Jan. 12-14, 2019.
	6.9 inches on Jan. 3, 2022.
	7.2 inches on Jan. 6, 2025.
	6.4 inches on Feb. 11-12, 2025.

This storm has a chance to outdo all of these four.
In most recent historic storms to affect the D.C. area, the highest snow totals -- sometimes substantially more than in D.C. itself -- have occurred north and west of the Beltway.
D.C. averages 13.7 inches of snow per winter and has seen 1.5 inches so far. This storm could catapult its cumulative snowfall to near the seasonal norm.
With the storm four to five days away, there is time for the forecast to change, and it's a bit early to change plans such as scheduled flights or appointments. But you might begin to think about having a Plan B if a major storm materializes Sunday and Monday.
Now is not a bad time to shop for snow-clearing supplies like shovels and salt before a possible big rush.
By Thursday or Friday, we will have higher confidence in the forecast, and that will be the time to begin consider shifting plans if significant snow and ice are still predicted. And we imagine plenty of folks will be headed to grocery stores.
We will post detailed briefings on the storm each day -- assuming it remains a threat -- and will also post updates on social media (on X, Bluesky and Facebook).
Read more about D.C.-area winter storms
Here's how to measure snow like a pro
It is tough to predict when it will snow in Washington. Here's why
Everything you ever wanted to know about snow in Washington, D.C., updated.
Ice storms: Inside wintertime's dreaded, frozen mess
Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman and Jeff Halverson contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Walmart sold a gun to an employee who shot himself. Is the retailer liable?
A federal civil trial turns on what managers at a Walmart in Maryland knew about the struggles of a worker who killed himself with a gun the store sold him. 

Jacob Mace. (Family photo)


By Dan Morse | 2026-01-21
Jacob Mace messaged a co-worker who sold firearms at their store in Southern Maryland.
"Does Walmart sell single shot shotguns?" he wrote.
"Yes," the worker replied.
"How much is the cheapest one?"
"They're all $99."
The exchange, days before Mace bought a 20-gauge Hatfield shotgun and a box of ammunition to take his life, is at the heart of a 10-day civil liability trial unfolding inside a federal courtroom in Greenbelt, Maryland. Mace's family says Walmart store managers knew he was suicidal and the gun should not have been sold. Walmart says the managers didn't know his intentions and cast blame for Mace's death on his struggles with mental health and family strife.
Proceedings so far have mixed complicated legal questions with raw emotion.
Mace's widow, mother and father broke down on the witness stand, as did the store's former assistant manager.
"It haunts me every day," his dad, Mark Mace, struggled to say.
"Everybody was devastated," said the manager, Brennan Jones, his voice filling with emotion. "He was a great kid."
Mace died in November 2019. His family sued Walmart in April 2021 -- litigation that was then moved from state to federal court. The lawsuit seeks unspecified damages from the nation's largest retailer.
Jurors began deliberations Wednesday afternoon and will reconvene Thursday, sorting through the company's firearm sales policies, deciding whether they were followed and weighing the differing accounts of how widely Mace's troubles were known within the store, which is 45 miles south of D.C. in St. Mary's County.
"Walmart should never have sold this gun," Mace family lawyer Kevin Sullivan told jurors. "As a result of their failures, Jake is no longer with us."

Mace in October 2019 at the Walmart where he worked. (Family photo)


Sullivan said Mace was open about his deep struggles with mental illness. Six days before his death, on a day he wasn't working, Mace texted a co-worker his intensions: "Slit wrists. Buy a gun."
"Please, please, please don't," the co-worker wrote back, according to copies of the text shown to jurors.
The co-worker said she forwarded her text exchange to the assistant store manager and asked if Mace could be put on a do-not-sell-to list, according to her testimony.
"The managers knew exactly what Jake planned to do," Sullivan said. "They had in writing, from his words, what he was going to do."
The assistant store manager, Jones, testified that he never received the text message and that besides having customers go through standard government background checks, there was no store-level do-not-sell-to list. He acknowledged being told Mace was suicidal and said he told the co-worker to call the police. Jones said that when Mace returned to the store several days later, he made sure Mace knew about the company's counseling services.
"Walmart was not responsible for Jacob Mace's suicide," one of the company's attorney's, Kevin Schiferl, told jurors. "Store management acted appropriately at all times."
He said Mace's wife regularly read his Facebook messages and she saw the exchange about buying a shotgun, but neither she nor any family member reported it to Walmart. "They didn't go to any manager and say, 'Don't sell him guns,'" Schiferl said.
At the store, the hourly worker Mace messaged about the shotgun did not know of his troubles, and Mace's interest in the gun was not widely known. During the actual sale, over his lunch break, Mace was asked questions by the same worker for a standard federal background check. He stated he had never been involuntary committed to a hospital, which was true, Sullivan said, because Mace's psychiatric admissions were all voluntary.
Mace left the store with the gun, drove to a nearby parking lot and ended his life.
This is not a trial about the right to bear arms or sell guns or how the government should screen potential buyers. The proceedings have instead focused on specific communications among employees within a specific store -- and what, if anything, Walmart should have done to halt the sale of a shotgun to one of its own employees.
"Our thoughts continue to go out to family and loved ones of Jacob Mace," Walmart said in a statement. "We are committed to being a responsible firearms dealer."
Mace began struggling with thoughts of suicide in middle school and underwent numerous hospitalizations through the years, according to attorneys in the case. He could also be a source of joy and loved showing co-workers photos of his young son. "He would say, 'Look what he did today,'" said Jones, the assistant store manager.
Mace held a maintenance position at the store. Both sides in the case have homed in on a two-week stretch in the fall of 2019 at the end of Mace's life. It was marked by heightened tensions in his home life, at least one suicide attempt and several hospitalizations.
A key trial debate is how much store managers knew about Mace's hospitalizations. As jurors sift through that and other questions, they will be asked to do so under a legal framework that connects store managers with the corporation's headquarters.
"If the managers at Walmart know things, if they have knowledge of things, that means that Walmart knows these things," Sullivan said.
Walmart's witnesses testified that employees must report medical absences to an outside administrator, which by design limits specific medical information going to store managers. "There is no evidence that Walmart ever knew about any of these hospitalizations," Schiferl said.
In particular, jurors will have to sort through competing accounts about a specific day: Nov. 9, 2019, six days before Mace's death, when he was not working.
The differences were framed in large part by two witnesses: Jones, the assistant store manager, and Christina O'Shea, an hourly employee who received two troubling texts from Mace that day.
"I feel broken," the first text began as Mace said he'd been suicidal all week. "Nothing helps. I just want it to end. Goodbye."
O'Shea began crying, according to her testimony, and got on the store intercom to ask Jones to come see her. She testified Jones was in a management meeting. A supervisor was sent to see O'Shea, according to O'Shea's testimony, and that supervisor told her to call the police. Deputies from the St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office found Mace and took him to a hospital.
From the hospital, Mace sent O'Shea another text, saying he intended to buy a gun. O'Shea said she forwarded the message to Jones, an assertion bolstered when Mace's family attorneys showed jurors a screenshot of O'Shea's phone that included a forwarding arrow next to Jones's first name.
"I did not receive that message," Jones told the jurors.
Mace's family attorneys asked Jones why two years earlier, during a deposition, he said he didn't remember one way or another whether he received the text. "The truth has not changed, only my recollection of the time," Jones answered.
Another fiercely debated subject from that day: the significance of O'Shea asking Jones to get Mace's name on a list that she thought existed and would halt sales to potential gun buyers no matter how they answered questions on the background check.
Jones recalled the request and said it prompted him to check with a human resources manager, who told him such a list didn't exist. Walmart's lawyers said the company had a "block list" at its corporate headquarters but it was known to only a few people there.
"At the end of the day, there isn't a store-level block list," one of their witnesses, Scott Braum, testified.
Lawyers for Mace's family have highlighted the list, saying if store managers weren't aware of it they should have been.
Jones said that days after his exchange with O'Shea, when Mace returned to the store, he made sure to check on him. "He was jovial," Jones recalled. "He said, 'I was just having a bad day, but everything's fine.' I was like, 'Okay, you know, we were worried about you,' and he said, 'No, no problems.' ... Of course he went right to his phone and said, 'Hey, look at what he did,' and he showed me some more pictures of his child."
Two days later, in the same store, Mace walked out with the shotgun.
If you or someone you know needs help, visit 988lifeline.org or call or text the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Much less cold tonight, warmer tomorrow; watching weekend snow threat
Warmer highs near 50 tomorrow before we trend colder Friday and really cold this weekend. There is potential for significant snow between late Saturday and early Monday.

Blue skies behind the Washington Monument as seen Monday from the National Museum of African American History and Culture. (angela n./Flickr) 


By Dan Stillman | 2026-01-21
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Temperatures are up a good deal tonight compared to last night. Lows mainly in a 30 to 35 zone. 
What's next? Warmer highs near 50 tomorrow before we trend colder Friday and really cold this weekend, when highs could struggle to reach the 20s. There is potential for a major snowstorm between late Saturday and early Monday.
Our detailed briefing on the weekend winter storm is posted at this link: Odds rising for one of D.C.'s biggest winter storms in years this weekend·
Here's an excerpt:
Chances are increasing that the D.C. area will experience one of its biggest winter storms in years between late Saturday and early Monday. The snow and perhaps ice, accompanied by bitter and long-lasting cold, could cause major disruptions to schools, airports and businesses Sunday into next week.
The chance of at least several inches of snow is high, and totals reaching the double digits are plausible. The storm could produce the most snow in D.C. since 2016 when a crippling blizzard, called Snowzilla, dumped 17 to 32 inches across the region.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: A breeze from the south and southwest continues to bring in somewhat warmer air. Evening 30s drop back to overnight lows in a near 30 to mid-30s range under partly cloudy skies. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Partly to mostly sunny as a mild breeze from the south or southwest warms afternoon highs to the upper 40s to low 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Partly cloudy as a cold front starts to bring in colder air again. Overnight lows should end up in the 20s to near 30. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
We're at least partly cloudy and noticeably colder Friday with afternoon highs stalling in the mid-30s to low 40s. Winds pick up from the north Friday night, dropping lows into the teens with increasing clouds. Confidence: Medium-High
The weekend is looking extremely cold. Highs may only reach the upper teens to mid-20s both days. While not a lock, the odds of accumulating snow between late Saturday and early Monday continue to rise. There is certainly big snow potential -- several inches or more, maybe mixed with ice -- but it's still a little too early to talk numbers. Confidence: Low-Medium
Unusually cold air probably sticks around much of next week. Right now it looks like daytime highs in the mid-20s to mid-30s with nighttime lows in the teens and maybe some single digits. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: We were greeted by a biting morning chill for the second consecutive day. However, the digit gets a bump with warmer highs near 40. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 7/10 (|): Accumulating snow is starting to become a good bet between late Saturday and early Monday. Not quite a lock, and too soon to say how much.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2014, the District received a calendar-day record 3.8 inches of snow. In areas north and west of Washington, as much as 7 to 10 inches fell. Dulles International Airport received 8.5 inches. Temperatures fell throughout the storm and winds increased. What began as heavy, wet snow became rather light and powdery.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 70 (1959)
	Record low: minus-4 (1985)
	Record precipitation: 1.41 inches (1902)
	Record snowfall: 3.8 inches (2014)

Jason Samenow and Ian Livingston contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/01/21/dc-weather-live-updates-cold-weekend-snow-storm/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post technology news.


      
        White House shares doctored image portraying arrested church protester in tears
        Drew Harwell

        The photo of an attorney arrested after a Minnesota church protest was edited to make it look like she was crying. The White House's X post had been seen roughly 2.5 million times by Thursday afternoon.
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Tech
White House shares doctored image portraying arrested church protester in tears
The photo of an attorney arrested after a Minnesota church protest was edited to make it look like she was crying. The White House's X post had been seen roughly 2.5 million times by Thursday afternoon.

Cities Church in St. Paul, Minnesota, was the site of an anti-ICE protest Sunday. (Stephen Maturen/Getty Images)


By Drew Harwell | 2026-01-22
The White House on Thursday posted an altered photo of an attorney arrested after a Minnesota church protest, edited to make it look like she was crying, sparking concern among some forensic-image experts about the administration's distortion of real-world imagery.
In a photo posted to X on Thursday morning by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, the attorney, Nekima Levy Armstrong, appears in handcuffs with a blank expression on her face.
But in an edited version of the photo posted a half-hour later by the White House, Levy Armstrong appears to be openly weeping, with tears streaming down her face. The post did not disclose that the image had been changed.
Attorney General Pam Bondi said Thursday that Levy Armstrong was arrested· on charges she had helped coordinate a protest inside a Minnesota church. The protest, which opposed U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, has become a flash point in the national debate over the Trump administration's crackdown on migrants, with the White House accusing her of being a "far-left agitator" who had orchestrated "church riots."
The manipulated image of Levy Armstrong on X had been seen roughly 2.5 million times by Thursday afternoon. It was unclear whether the image was altered using artificial intelligence or more traditional photo-editing tools.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Kaelan Dorr, a deputy communications director who has coordinated the White House's digital strategy, referenced the image in an X post: "Enforcement of the law will continue. The memes will continue. Thank you for your attention to this matter."
Abigail Jackson, a White House spokeswoman, mocked people questioning the image with an X post that said: "uM, eXCuSe mE??? iS tHAt DiGiTAlLy AlTeReD?!?!?!?!?!"
At a news conference Thursday, Levy Armstrong's husband, Marques Armstrong, told supporters gathered at the St. Paul courthouse that the social media post about her arrest told a false story, including because she had stood tall and walked without crying.
"We have the videos to prove that, to dispel the lies and the twisting of the truth that this administration constantly does," he said.
Hany Farid, a professor at the University of California at Berkeley and co-founder of the digital-forensics company GetReal Security, overlaid the two images and determined that the image shared by the White House had been manipulated.
The false image, he said, could undermine the White House's attempts to win public trust through communications on its official account, where it has millions of followers.
"People will think: When you guys post images of Venezuelan drug boats, why should we believe you? In fact, why should we believe anything you say?" Farid said.
Trump and the White House have frequently used edited or AI-generated imagery to win attention and score political points. Some have been clear satire or memes, including a video Trump posted last year showing him dumping feces on protesters from a fighter jet. But others have appeared more realistic, including a video Trump posted last summer supposedly showing former president Barack Obama being arrested by the FBI.
At the same time, Trump has criticized his political enemies for purportedly distributing fake images. During the 2024 campaign, he accused Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris of using a fake photo from a rally stop.
"There was nobody at the plane, and she 'A.I.'d' it, and showed a massive 'crowd' of so-called followers, BUT THEY DIDN'T EXIST!" he said in a Truth Social post.
Farid said photos like the fake-crying image were especially pernicious because they could easily convince viewers they were real.
While the fighter jet video was "tasteless and disturbing, it was not designed to be deceptive," he said. "This clearly falls on the deceptive side: It's clearly manipulated, clearly not labeled. They're just out there, distorting facts."
Don Moynihan, a professor at the University of Michigan's Ford School of Public Policy, said the image "moved us to a new level of manipulative propaganda" because it relied on a subtle alteration rather than a more obvious fraud.
"When you have this image that looks completely plausible and has been altered to demean the person being arrested, we're in new territory," he said.
Praveena Somasundaram contributed to this report.
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        Partial results of private autopsy on Renee Good disclosed
        Molly Hennessy-Fiske

        Renee Good suffered multiple wounds when she was fatally shot by an ICE officer during an encounter on a Minneapolis street.

      

      
        U.S. crime has dropped sharply since the pandemic. Here's where it stands.
        Tim Craig, John Harden, Carson TerBush

        Homicide rates have undergone the most striking change, with some of the nation's 52 largest cities recording the fewest murders in half a century.

      

      
        Christians divided over how and whether to protest ICE operations
        Michelle Boorstein

        Religious leaders struggle over whether to protest ICE or simply to support immigrants who are targeted.

      

      
        After a hard-fought campaign, Austin neighborhood elects a canine mayor
        Sydney Page

        The winner, Mo Bamba, ran on a campaign of installing fire hydrants at every house and giving government contracts to anyone who would play fetch with him.

      

      
        Former Uvalde officer acquitted for response to 2022 school shooting
        Joanna Slater

        Prosecutors had portrayed the case against Adrian Gonzales as a way to deliver justice and accountability. The defense said he had been unfairly targeted.

      

      
        Autopsy report classifies ICE detainee's death as a homicide
        Douglas MacMillan

        The report deeming an ICE detainee's death in Texas a homicide comes the same day that a federal judge temporarily barred the deportation of two witnesses.

      

      
        Trump brings his attacks on Somalis onto the world stage at Davos
        Emmanuel Felton, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        President Donald Trump alluded to an ongoing fraud scandal in Minnesota involving dozens of Somali residents during Davos.

      

      
        Federal officials launch ICE operation in Maine and begin arrests
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        "Everyone is on high alert," Portland Mayor Mark Dion said. His city and nearby Lewiston have seen an influx of migrants and asylum seekers in recent years.
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National
Partial results of private autopsy on Renee Good disclosed
Renee Good suffered multiple wounds when she was fatally shot by an ICE officer during an encounter on a Minneapolis street.

Renee Good was fatally shot after dropping her son off at school and then stopping to protest an ICE operation. (Family photo/AP)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2026-01-22
The results of an independent autopsy for Renee Good that have been described by the law firm representing her family and estate show the mother of three sustained gunshot wounds to her left arm, right breast and head.
The results appear to match details released by the Minneapolis Fire Department last week from personnel who found Good, 37, bleeding in the front seat of her SUV after she was shot by an ICE officer just over two weeks ago.
The private autopsy, which the law firm did not release publicly, shows a bullet passed through Good's left forearm, another passed in and out of her right breast and a third entered the left side of her head near the temple and exited on the other side, according to the law firm. A fourth wound, the location of which was not specified, could have been the result of one of the bullets grazing her, the firm said.
On the morning of Jan. 7, Good and her partner, Rebecca Good, had just dropped off Renee Good's 6-year-old son at school when they stopped to protest an ICE operation in the neighborhood. They positioned their Honda SUV across a street several blocks from their home. Multiple witnesses captured video, showing ICE officers ordering Good to get out of her car. Good reverses, turns her wheel to the right and then drives forward. An officer standing at the front of her vehicle fires three shots into the windshield and an open driver's side window as Good passes by.
Federal officials said the officer, Jonathan Ross, fired in self-defense. They called Good a "domestic terrorist." Her death, during the largest of several Trump administration ICE operations, has sparked national outrage and days of protests.
The Justice Department this week subpoenaed Minnesota officials, including Gov. Tim Walz (D), Attorney General Keith Ellison (D) and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey (D), whom they accused of obstruction. Federal officials have also refused to partner with state and local law enforcement, who have launched their own investigation into Good's shooting.
Good's family members requested that the law firm representing them, Chicago-based Romanucci & Blandin, commission an independent autopsy. Antonio Romanucci, one of the firm's founding partners, was on the legal team that represented the family of George Floyd after he was killed by a Minneapolis police officer. That legal team also commissioned an independent autopsy that contradicted aspects of the Hennepin County medical examiner's autopsy.

On Jan. 14, high school students marched to the Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul to protest the fatal shooting of Good. 


The Hennepin County Medical Examiner's Office has not released the results of Good's autopsy. It can take up to 12 weeks for the office to post the manner and cause of death on  its website, staff said.  Good's lawyers said Thursday that they had not received the official autopsy.
As part of the civil rights investigation into the circumstances of Good's death, the law firm is also conducting a forensic examination of the shooting scene to determine the trajectory of the gunshots and where the bullets ultimately landed.
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U.S. crime has dropped sharply since the pandemic. Here's where it stands.
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National
Christians divided over how and whether to protest ICE operations
Religious leaders struggle over whether to protest ICE or simply to support immigrants who are targeted.

A memorial near where an ICE officer fatally shot Renee Good on Jan. 7 includes an image of the Virgin Mary. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Michelle Boorstein | 2026-01-22
The immigration crackdown in Minneapolis is revealing divisions among Christian leaders across the country about appropriate religious responses to ICE's most aggressive enforcement tactics.
Episcopal bishops in New Hampshire and Minnesota have in recent days told their flocks to be prepared even for death in order to protect the vulnerable. Clergy members are among those, along with union leaders and others, calling for a general strike Friday to protest U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. A network of progressive groups that had urged members of the clergy to come to Minneapolis later this week said its event was spurred by "a crisis of faith communities failing to live into a vision of Beloved Community," advertising the call to action as an extension of the religious mantle of the 1960s civil rights marches.
But an anti-ICE protest that took place inside a St. Paul church Sunday has drawn outrage from conservatives as well as skepticism from some ICE critics, who say a sacred space shouldn't be a protest target. The Justice Department has launched a civil rights investigation of the noisy demonstration inside the Southern Baptist church. On Thursday, Attorney General Pam Bondi announced on X the arrests of two protesters·, including Nekima Levy Armstrong, the organizer of the demonstration. Bondi did not specify what the charges were.
"No cause -- political or otherwise -- justifies the desecration of a sacred space or the intimidation and trauma inflicted on families gathered peacefully in the house of God," Kevin Ezell, head of the Southern Baptists' missionary arm, wrote in a statement Monday.
Some say that failing to protest -- even in uncomfortable ways -- is a betrayal of basic Christian precepts.
"I believe that if someone professes to represent the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to preach it, that they should not be allowing ICE agents to drag people out of their homes,"  Levy Armstrong, who is also an ordained minister, said Wednesday on the left-leaning show "Democracy Now!"
The Trump administration's Operation Metro Surge, which has resulted in the arrest of more than 3,000 people in the Twin Cities in less than two months, is putting new pressure on age-old tensions between the Christian mandate to aid the poor and vulnerable and the conservative views of many U.S. Christians who want to show support for law enforcement. While many agree with the administration's stated goal to arrest and deport undocumented people who have committed crimes, nearly two-thirds of Americans oppose such treatment of people who have no criminal record, the firm PRRI found last month. That split is pressuring Christian Americans to choose how to  respond to ICE's behavior and the increasingly  confrontational actions of protesters.
"The Reformation was based on protests," said Trey Turner, executive director of the Minnesota-Wisconsin arm of the Southern Baptist Convention, one of the biggest conservative Christian bodies in the country. "I would expect any Christian protester to represent the Lord with the same character traits described in scripture and not simply the parts about turning over tables."
Christians he knows, Turner said, are torn between wanting to take a clear moral stand and not wanting to be part of a slide toward lawlessness.
"I believe many Christians struggle with how to view protests and protesters," he said.
Two days after Minneapolis protester Renee Good was shot and killed by an ICE officer, New Hampshire Episcopal Bishop Robert Hirschfeld announced a stark message: He'd told his priests to "get their affairs in order."
Speaking to a crowd at a vigil in Concord, Hirschfeld said he'd told his priests "to make sure they have their wills written, because it may be that now is no longer the time for statements, but for us with our bodies, to stand between the powers of this world, and the most vulnerable." Hirschfeld's address has been watched millions of times on social media.

Bishop Robert Hirschfeld of the Episcopal Church of New Hampshire recently spoke a vigil honoring Good. (Geoff Forester)


"Someone who says 'I am willing to put my body on the line' doesn't mean they will impede law enforcement, it means they may lawfully videotape, go to hearings," or do trainings about how to protect the human dignity of migrants as well as law enforcement, the Rev. Gabriel Salguero, an Orlando pastor and leader of the National Latino Evangelical Coalition, told The Washington Post.
"But it is urgent. There is a renewed sense of urgency now," he said, adding that the vast majority of people being detained and deported are Christian.
"You are leading to the destabilization of our churches and our families and our schools," Salguero said. "We're all for the deportation and detention of violent criminals, but this indiscriminate action, we don't support that. And we won't be silent."
Faith leaders from more-conservative groups say their role is to provide direct support to families and congregations affected by deportations, detentions and fear but not to protest in a way that could be seen to challenge law enforcement's legitimacy.
Turner said Tuesday that about two-thirds of the Southern Baptist Convention churches in Minnesota are majority non-White. Some SBC churches are not meeting because of fear and rumors of immigration actions, he said.
"We are a conservative denomination. I think for that reason there is a pretty close alignment with law enforcement," Turner said. "Yet we know our brothers and sisters are hurting. We see them and are not ignoring their very real distress and needs."
The anti-ICE protest inside a St. Paul SBC church Sunday served as a new flash point in the  debate over what role churches and clergy should play at this moment. Organizers of the protest picked Cities Church after learning that the acting director of ICE's local field office, David Easterwood, is a pastor there.
In a statement Tuesday, Cities Church Pastor Jonathan Parnell, who was leading the service when about two dozen protesters entered, said activists "accosted members of our congregation, frightened children, and created a scene marked by intimidation and threat. ... Invading a church service to disrupt the worship of Jesus -- or any other act of worship -- is protected by neither the Christian Scriptures nor the laws of this nation."
Other faith leaders echoed Parnell's anger.
Robert Barron, a Minnesota Catholic bishop and well-known conservative media figure, posted on X on Monday that "I don't care what is animating or annoying you, I don't care what your political persuasion might be, invading a church is unacceptable and is a violation of religious liberty."
Asked whether he thought protesting inside a church crossed a line, Hirschfeld said that he doesn't know enough about the Cities Church protest but that "I hope the sanctuary and autonomy of churches, synagogues, mosques can be respected by all."
Research shows Americans are divided in multiple ways over Trump's enforcement policies.
A CNN poll conducted after Good's death found 42 percent of Americans overall saying that they approve of the administration's actions on immigration, down from 51 percent in March. That fall seems to have begun after a Maryland man, Kilmar  Abrego Garcia, was illegally deported in March.
A Fox News poll from mid-December found 47 percent of U.S. Catholics approved of Trump on immigration, along with 53 percent of U.S. Protestants. That figure climbed to 69 percent for White evangelicals.
Last week, Minnesota's Episcopal bishop, Craig Loya, spoke to almost 4,000 people at a virtual vigil, telling them to be inspired by Christians  who, the New Testament says, "turned the world upside down" by confronting powerful authorities to spread Jesus' message.
"They embraced those who had been pushed aside. They cared deeply and wantonly for those the empire disregarded with its callous scorn. They put their bodies on the line over and over to stand with those being targeted," Loya said.

Bishop Craig Loya of the Episcopal Church in Minnesota speaks during a demonstration near the Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul this month. (Annalise Kaylor/NurPhoto/Reuters Connect)


Resisting, Loya said, does not mean responding with anger and scorn, or with "some naive wish that everything will be okay." It means marching, delivering food to people afraid to leave their homes, "flooding pleas to legislators for the madness to stop" and not being overcome by weariness, he said.
Hirschfeld also drew a line between reasonable and unreasonable sacrifice.
"I wasn't calling people to be stupid. I'm not calling people to go find a rifle to stand in front of," Hirschfeld said. "I'm calling for and hoping they will stand with people who are vulnerable to violence."
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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The Optimist
After a hard-fought campaign, Austin neighborhood elects a canine mayor
The winner, Mo Bamba, ran on a campaign of installing fire hydrants at every house and giving government contracts to anyone who would play fetch with him.

Mo Bamba is the winner of 37th street's fourth pet election. He is the first dog to win the mayoral race. (Maddy Braat)


By Sydney Page | 2026-01-22
On a January night on Austin's 37th Street, neighbors gathered to count the final ballots and swear in a new mayor. The mayor-elect didn't give an acceptance speech -- instead, he barked.
Mo Bamba -- a 25-pound pug-chihuahua mix with a prominent underbite -- was sworn in as the new mayor of 37th Street, following the neighborhood's fourth annual pet election that drew more than 12,000 votes. This year's three-week campaign period was grueling, and Mo won by 130 votes, becoming the first dog elected mayor of the street.
His campaign slogan: "He won't just fight for you, he will bark at you."

Mo Bamba, the new mayor of 37th Street in Austin. (Spencer Schumacher)


"It was excitement and a bit of relief when he won," said Spencer Schumacher, Mo's owner and campaign manager. "That last night I was worried, hoping we were going to keep the lead."
The annual pet election began as a playful neighborhood tradition four years ago, designed to draw attention to Austin's upcoming human mayoral runoff election amid a season of notably low voter turnout.
"We were brainstorming ways to get people to go vote for mayor," said Maddy Braat, who has lived on 37th Street for nine years. "We were like, 'We should just simulate the election with pets.'"
They did not realize how heated the contest would become with campaigns, countercampaigns, smear campaigns and down-to-the-wire ballot counting.

Someone casting a ballot at the recent pet elections. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


The street is famous for its annual Christmas light display, a tradition that began in 1979. Every house on the block puts up unusual and eye-catching holiday decorations, attracting thousands of visitors each year with the motto, "The weirdest lights you will see this holiday season."
"There's the whole 'Keep Austin Weird' motto, and the Christmas lights on 37th Street honor that," Braat said.

Crowds admiring the 2025 37th Street Lights. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


In December 2022, Braat and her neighbors held the first pet election during the light display, taking advantage of the event's strong attendance. They decorated one house with a "North Poll" theme and began accepting votes. Any pets -- living or stuffed -- could run.

People lining up for this year's pet election. Neighbors decorate one house as the "North Poll." It has been the pet election voting station for the past four years. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


"They have to submit a photo and three things they'd like to do as mayor, and then they are in the process," Braat said. "Our campaign filing is very simple."
The lights go up the second week of December, and that's when the campaign season begins. There is a three-week voting period, when people of all ages can cast a ballot.
"We try to keep the barriers as low as possible," Braat said. "We just ask that you only vote once. We do investigate some voter fraud attempts."

The neighborhood is famous for its intricate and unusual Christmas light displays. This was taken during the 2025 season. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


This year, there were six contenders in the pet election: Mo Bamba, Zapp (incumbent, a cat), Biscuit (a cat), Olive and Willie (a cat duo), Junior (a stuffed animal) and Benji (a cat).
"This was the first year that a dog ran, so it was a pretty big deal," said Braat, adding that her own cat, Zapp -- a self-described "pawgressive" -- won the previous two elections.
Mo Bamba's campaign platform was focused on improving the street, including installing fire hydrants at every house. He also vowed to give government contracts to anyone who would play fetch with him.

Zapp in his office. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


Schumacher and his wife, Erin, moved to 37th Street in September. When they heard about the pet election, they eagerly signed up Mo Bamba to participate.
"As a dog owner, I didn't like that we were always being represented by a cat," Schumacher said. "I wanted to step up and have a dog in the race."

Mo Bamba is a 3-year-old pug-chihuahua mix with a prominent underbite. (Spencer Schumacher)


He and his wife adopted Mo Bamba from a rescue shelter in Round Rock, Texas, in 2023, when he was a few months old. They named him Mo Bamba, inspired by the popular song by Sheck Wes, which takes its name from NBA player, Mohamed Bomba.
During the short campaign season, people plastered the neighborhood with posters, and some candidates hit the streets to meet constituents.

Mo's favorite activity is playing fetch. (Spencer Schumacher)


"You could not walk an inch on our block without running into a campaign poster," Schumacher said. "People loved the signs so much, they kept getting stolen."
Mo Bamba captured a bunch of votes by charming constituents as he played fetch -- his favorite activity -- on his front yard every night with people came to see the lights.

37th Street neighbors hanging out on a front porch. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


"People loved that," Schumacher said. "That was our secret sauce."
This year, voter turnout was more than double what it was in previous years. Neighborhood organizers count the votes as they come in.
"Anyone who doesn't trust our work is welcome to go count themselves," Braat said, noting that the winner has no official mayoral duties during the year.
At times, the line to vote was 20 minutes long.

People lined up to vote in the 2026 pet election. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


"You had kids begging their parents to wait in line so they could vote," Schumacher said. "That was a really special experience to see the next generation of people fall in love with voting."
When it was clear Mo was taking a lead, his opponents started jokey smear campaigns. His competition put up posters that said: "MO BOMBA WILL POOP IN YOUR YARD."

A smear campaign started against Mo Bamba after he took the lead. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


Still, he was able to eke out a win. Neighbors counted the final votes on a porch on Jan. 6, and Mo was named mayor. The win was first reported by KUT News.
Schumacher gave an acceptance speech on his pooch's behalf, declaring that Mo's first order of business will be an attempt to install fire hydrants in front of every house on the block.

Spencer and Erin Schumacher on their wedding day in 2024 with their dog, Mo Bamba. (Dave and Sarah Kemper)


"Every dog deserves to pee on a fire hydrant," Schumacher said.

Election organizer Kendall Casinger reading out the results on Jan. 6. (Courtesy of Maddy Braat)


Since the election, Schumacher said people often stop Mo when they're out on walks.
"People recognize him and say, 'Is that Mo Bamba? Can I meet the mayor?" Schumacher said.

Mo relaxing at home after a long day being mayor. (Spencer Schumacher)


Although the human mayoral elections aren't until 2028 in Austin, the state's primary elections are coming up in March.
There was a notable increase in voter turnout between the 2022 and 2024 mayoral elections -- from 47.75 percent of registered voters in 2022 to 91.42 percent in 2024. The presidential election likely played a role, but organizers of the pet election on 37th Street like to think, perhaps, they played a small part, as well.
"I hope we got a lot of people thinking about voting," Braat said.
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National
Former Uvalde officer acquitted for response to 2022 school shooting
Prosecutors had portrayed the case against Adrian Gonzales as a way to deliver justice and accountability. The defense said he had been unfairly targeted. 

Former officer Adrian Gonzales was found not guilty in the first trial into law enforcement's actions during the 2022 mass killing at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Joanna Slater | 2026-01-22
A Texas jury on Wednesday acquitted a former Uvalde school police officer on 29 counts of child endangerment after he remained outside Robb Elementary School instead of immediately confronting the gunman who killed 19 children and two teachers in their classrooms in 2022.
The verdict is a major setback for prosecutors, who portrayed the case against Adrian Gonzales as a way to deliver justice and accountability for one of the deadliest school shootings in U.S. history.
Instead, jurors appeared to agree with Gonzales's lawyers, who described him as unfairly singled out among the hundreds of law enforcement officers who arrived on the scene -- a response that investigators said was marked by significant communication failures and poor decision-making.
Had Gonzales been convicted, the 52-year-old would have faced up to two years in prison.

Flowers, messages and mementos line the area outside the Uvalde elementary school even weeks after the mass killing in 2022. (Sergio Flores/For The Washington Post)


The former officer of the six-member Uvalde Consolidated Independent School District Police Department was one of the first law enforcement personnel to respond on that sunny May day, when a teenage shooter walked into Robb Elementary through an unlocked door and opened fire inside two adjoining fourth-grade classrooms.
Prosecutors argued that Gonzales bore particular responsibility for the tragedy. They focused on his initial encounter with a frantic woman fleeing the school, who pointed toward the general location of the shooter as gunfire was heard inside, and his subsequent decision not to immediately rush in, which they said went against his active-shooter training.
However, defense lawyers noted that four other officers got to the school at almost the same time but also did not enter right away to confront the gunman. Unlike Gonzales, three of them were in a position to see the assailant, his lawyers said. One thought he spotted the shooter outside the school and asked for permission to fire, his superior officer testified.
Minutes after he arrived, Gonzales did go into the school with several other officers. Gunman Salvador Ramos, armed with an AR-style rifle, shot at them, grazing two, and the group retreated.
Nearly 400 officers ultimately converged on the school but did not breach the classroom where Ramos was located until more than an hour after he had entered the building. A tactical unit shot and killed him.
Emotions ran high during the three-week trial, which featured wrenching testimony from teachers who survived the shooting and parents whose children were among the murdered and wounded.
The prosecution is "trying to hijack your emotion to circumvent your reason," defense attorney Nico LaHood told jurors. Gonzales was "easy pickings," he said. "The man at the bottom of the totem pole."

On the first anniversary of the tragedy at Robb Elementary, a mural on a truck in Uvalde depicts the 19 students and two teachers who lost their lives. (Sergio Flores/For The Washington Post)


Both of Gonzales's lawyers repeatedly acknowledged the grief of families and the community. "There's nothing that's going to bring these kids back," Jason Goss said during closing arguments Wednesday. "Nothing is ever going to solve that pain."
But, he added, "You do not honor their memory by doing an injustice in their name."
Gonzales is one of two former officers to be charged in connection with the mass killing. Pete Arredondo, the former chief of Uvalde's school district police, is also set to stand trial on charges of child endangerment. Arredondo has pleaded not guilty.
Wednesday's verdict marks the second time that a jury has declined to convict a school police officer for failing to stop a school shooting. In 2023, Scot Peterson, a sheriff's deputy who worked as a security officer at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, was acquitted of similar charges. Five years earlier, a gunman had killed 17 students, teachers and staff members at the school.
Gonzales's trial took place before Judge Sid Harle in Corpus Christi, more than 200 miles from Uvalde, after the defense argued that a change of venue was necessary to obtain an impartial verdict. Jurors began deliberating early afternoon Wednesday.
Gonzales, in a blue suit and a tie patterned with crosses, wept and hugged one of his lawyers after the verdict was read. He had not testified in his own defense, but prosecutors played an hour-long video, recorded not long after the shooting, in which he recounted his actions at the school.

Adrian Gonzales embraces his attorney, Jason Goss, after being acquitted Wednesday night. (Sam Owens/San Antonio Express-News/Pool/AP)


Christina Mitchell, the district attorney for Uvalde County, had told jurors that returning a guilty verdict would send a message to all law enforcement officers about their duties to members of the public and children in particular.
The children inside Robb Elementary had followed their lockdown training, staying quiet and hidden, she said, while Gonzales did not run to confront the shooter, as his training suggested.
"We're not going to continue to teach children to rehearse their own death and not hold [officers] to the training that's mandated by the law," Mitchell said. "We cannot let 19 children die in vain."
Mothers of several of the children killed in the massacre cried together outside the Nueces County courthouse Wednesday night. Relatives of another victim, 9-year-old Jacklyn Cazares, reacted with fury immediately after the verdict.
"I'm angry," her father, Javier Cazares, said in video provided by local television station KSAT. "We had a little hope, but it wasn't enough."
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Business
Autopsy report classifies ICE detainee's death as a homicide
The report deeming an ICE detainee's death in Texas a homicide comes the same day that a federal judge temporarily barred the deportation of two witnesses. 

Geraldo Lunas Campos with three of his children in Rochester, New York, in an undated photo. Lunas Campos died Jan. 3. (Jeanette Pagan-Lopez/AP)


By Douglas MacMillan | 2026-01-22
The recent death of a detainee at an immigrant detention camp in Texas has been officially deemed a homicide, according to an autopsy report released Wednesday by the El Paso County Office of the Medical Examiner.
"Based on the investigative and examination findings, it is my opinion that the cause of death is asphyxia due to neck and torso compression," Adam C. Gonzalez, deputy medical examiner for El Paso County, said in the report. "The manner of death is homicide."
The finding does not imply intent to kill, but rather that the victim's death was caused by another person, according to Lee Ann Grossberg, an independent forensic pathologist who reviewed the autopsy at the request of The Washington Post.
Geraldo Lunas Campos, a 55-year-old Cuban man who was detained at Camp East Montana in El Paso, died during an interaction with guards after being placed into solitary confinement, according to the government. A fellow detainee who said he witnessed the incident claimed Lunas Campos had been asking for his medication.
The autopsy report indicated that Lunas Campos was diagnosed with bipolar disorder and had medication for depression in his system. Asphyxia due to neck and torso compression means Lunas Campos did not get enough oxygen because of pressure on his neck and chest, Grossberg said.
The medical examiner's findings shed new light on the mystery of Lunas Campos's death, an event that has in recent days become the subject of conflicting explanations. They also add to growing concerns about Camp East Montana, the largest ICE detention center in the country, where three men have died in the past two months.
Following Lunas Campos's death on Jan. 3, the Department of Homeland Security initially said "staff observed him in distress" and gave no cause of death. Then, in a recorded conversation last week that was first reported by The Washington Post, an employee of the medical examiner's office told one of Lunas Campos's relatives that the office was likely to list the manner of death as homicide.
After that report in The Post, Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement that Lunas Campos had tried to take his own life and guards were trying to save him. "Campos violently resisted the security staff and continued to attempt to take his life," McLaughlin said. "During the ensuing struggle, Campos stopped breathing and lost consciousness."
In response to questions about the autopsy report, McLaughlin repeated last week's statement.
A fellow detainee, Santos Jesus Flores, said in a phone interview with The Post last week that he saw guards choking Lunas Campos and heard Lunas Campos repeatedly saying, "No puedo respirar" -- Spanish for "I can't breathe." Medical staff tried to resuscitate him for an hour, after which they took his body away, Flores said.
"He said, 'I cannot breathe, I cannot breathe.' After that, we don't hear his voice anymore, and that's it," Flores said.
The Trump administration has taken steps to deport Flores and one other detainee who provided an eyewitness account, both of whom have criminal convictions.
On Wednesday, a federal judge granted a request by lawyers representing Lunas Campos's family to temporarily bar their deportation, a court filing shows. In his order, David Briones, a senior U.S. District Court judge for the Western District of Texas, said that deporting the men would make it harder to "obtain the testimony of these witnesses" given the difficulty of locating them abroad.
The judge set a hearing for Jan. 27 to determine whether the men can provide testimony.
Deaths in ICE detention centers have occurred with increasing frequency in recent months, as President Donald Trump's immigration crackdown floods these facilities with record numbers of detainees. At least 30 people died in detention last year -- the highest in two decades -- and Lunas Campos is one of six who died in the first two weeks of 2026 alone, according to ICE, which posts information about all detainee deaths on its website.
The agency reported that another man, Victor Manuel Diaz, died at Camp East Montana on Jan. 14, an incident it said was "a presumed suicide" but added that the official cause of death was under investigation. Diaz, a 36-year-old from Nicaragua, had been arrested by ICE just days earlier in Minneapolis as federal agents swept through in the city.
Camp East Montana is a colossal makeshift tent encampment that was built on the Mexican border last summer where migrants have reported substandard conditions and physical abuse. In September, ICE's own inspectors said the facility failed to properly monitor and treat some detainees' medical conditions, among dozens of other violations of federal detention standards, according to documents obtained by The Post.
At the time, inspectors said the facility had no approved security policy, which would include procedures for finding contraband that may pose a threat or controlling access to keys or equipment that could be used as weapons. Armed guards stationed along the facility's perimeter were given instructions about the care and handling of their weapons, but the instructions did not explain which situations would justify the use of lethal force, inspectors noted, calling this "a serious vulnerability."
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National
Trump brings his attacks on Somalis onto the world stage at Davos
President Donald Trump alluded to an ongoing fraud scandal in Minnesota involving dozens of Somali residents during Davos.

President Donald Trump talks with other attendees at the 2026 World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Emmanuel Felton, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2026-01-21
President Donald Trump took his crusade against Somali migrants to the world stage on Wednesday, questioning the intelligence of a community that has become a frequent target of his tirades.
Speaking before foreign dignitaries and corporate executives at the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, the president alluded to an ongoing fraud scandal in Minnesota involving dozens of Somali residents, continuing a pattern of attacks against African migrants that has spanned both of his administrations.
"Can you believe that? Somalia -- they turned out to be higher-IQ than we thought," Trump said. "I always say these are low-IQ people. How do they go into Minnesota and steal all that money?"
His statements in Davos echo his repeated broadsides against migrants from majority-Black countries that some community members have said led to harassment and bomb threats.
Trump's acerbic words about certain minority groups frequently become policy that disadvantages a much larger swath of people, said Andre Perry, the director of the Center for Community Uplift at the Brookings Institution.
"These comments about immigrants, Somalis or whoever, eventually that becomes policy," Perry said. "When we kind of just let this go as, 'Oh, that's just Trump being Trump.' No, that's Trump foreshadowing policy."
In a closed-door meeting in 2018, Trump questioned why the United States was accepting immigrants from "shithole countries" such as Haiti, El Salvador and several African countries and not from places such as Norway. During a 2024 presidential debate, he amplified debunked claims that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating people's pets, adding that they were "destroying" the city.
Trump's antipathy toward the Somali community in Minneapolis dates back to at least 2016, when he pointed to a stabbing rampage in the region carried out by a Somali immigrant and called it part of a bigger problem.
Many Somali refugees fled three decades of government instability and repeated droughts. The vast majority came to the United States legally, and many even voted for Trump during the 2024 presidential election, said Jaylani Hussein, executive director of the Minnesota chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations.
"This isn't about illegal immigrants," said Hussein, who emigrated from Somalia to the U.S. in 1993. "This is about his continuous attack against Black people. He wants to get as many Black people out of here as possible. That's why he has spent so much time attacking Haitians and African immigrants."
Many Minnesota Republicans, who have successfully courted Somali voters in recent years, criticize fraud in the state's social services system without targeting the Somali community, Hussein said. "Instead [they have] gone after the government for failing to protect the money because they know they have no way of winning statewide without their support," he said.
In three Minneapolis neighborhoods with large East African populations, support for Democrat Kamala Harris fell significantly compared with support for Joe Biden in 2020, according to an analysis of precinct results by the Minnesota Star Tribune.
Trump increased his support among Black voters between the 2020 and 2024 presidential elections from 8 percent to 15 percent, according to the Pew Research Center. But his approval rating among Black Americans has dropped from 24 percent during his first three months in office to 13 percent in polls this fall, according to an average of eight nationwide polls compiled by The Washington Post.
Abigail Jackson, a White House spokeswoman, didn't directly respond to a question about what the president was trying to convey about the Somali American community in Minneapolis. Instead, she defended Trump's statements at Davos. "President Trump is right. Aliens who come to our country, complain about how much they hate America, fail to contribute to our economy, rip off Americans, and refuse to assimilate into our society should not be here," she said in a statement.
Trump's ascent to the White House was fueled by racial grievance, particularly against immigrants, as he has stoked fear of a migrant influx into America that would strain finite resources and irrevocably change the character of the nation.
Last week, the administration announced plans to indefinitely halt processing visas from 75 countries, nearly half of which are African and mostly-Black Caribbean nations. The pause aims to limit applicants deemed likely to rely on government benefits for their basic needs, administration officials said.
While the president was in Switzerland, the Department of Homeland Security announced a new immigration operation in Maine·, home to sizable communities of Somali immigrants and asylum seekers from several other African countries. It is the latest state to be targeted as part of the Trump administration's sweeping deportation push that has also included Chicago and Minneapolis.
Last year, the Trump administration drastically cut the number of refugees that would be allowed into the country. But it made an exception for White South African descendants of French and Dutch settlers who arrived to the continent in the 17th century and ultimately instituted the system of apartheid.
Westenley Alcenat, a professor of history and Africana studies at Scripps College, said that while Trump's fixation on Somalis can be seen as an escalation, Black immigrants have endured similar attacks for decades. "Whether it be the rhetoric of they're dirty, they bring in crime, they bring in drugs, they bring in disease, none of this is new," he said. "You just have to look back to how Haitians were talked about in the 1980s to get a better understanding of this moment."
Amy B Wang and Adam Taylor contributed to this report.
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National
Federal officials launch ICE operation in Maine and begin arrests
"Everyone is on high alert," Portland Mayor Mark Dion said. His city and nearby Lewiston have seen an influx of migrants and asylum seekers in recent years.  

Residents of Portland, Maine's largest city, have been on alert for an increasing presence of Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


By Joanna Slater, Perry Stein, Marianne LeVine, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-22
The Department of Homeland Security announced Wednesday that immigration agents had launched "Operation Catch of the Day" in Maine, the latest state to be targeted as part of the Trump administration's sweeping deportation push.
Even as Immigration and Customs Enforcement starts to surge officers there, federal officials are hoping to avoid a repeat of the widespread resistance that ICE's heavy presence has triggered in Minneapolis, according to several officials familiar with the preparations.
The top prosecutor in Maine issued a statement Monday hinting at the surge and telling residents that "in the coming days, if Maine citizens seek to exercise their rights to assemble and protest, it is vital that these protests remain peaceful."
DHS Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin said the operation's first day netted multiple arrests of individuals convicted of aggravated assault, false imprisonment and endangering the welfare of a child.
The mayors of Portland and Lewiston, Maine's two biggest cities, had warned residents that ICE might be about to ramp up its enforcement operations in the coming days. Both cities, located about 30 miles apart, are home to sizable communities of Somali immigrants, as well as asylum seekers from several other African countries.
In Portland, volunteers were delivering groceries to families too afraid to venture outside and some local schools reported students staying home, Mayor Mark Dion said Tuesday. "Everyone is on high alert," he added.
Two local schools briefly stopped people from entering or leaving on Tuesday morning after learning of potential ICE activity nearby. "This is an understandably tense time in our community, as reports and rumors of immigration enforcement actions grow," Portland Public Schools said in a statement.
The three federal officials who confirmed the surge planning provided the information on the condition of anonymity because no new operation had yet been publicly announced.
Carl Sheline, Lewiston's mayor, condemned the latest ICE action. "These masked men with no regard for the rule of law are causing long-term damage to our state and to our country," he said in a statement Wednesday. "Lewiston stands for the dignity of all people who call Maine home."
While his city and Portland are major by Maine standards, they would represent the smallest metropolitan area to become a special target of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. The population of greater Portland, which includes Lewiston, is about 570,000 people.
The operation underway in Minneapolis and St. Paul -- dubbed Operation Metro Surge -- is the largest to date, with thousands of federal officers flooding the streets of the Twin Cities. Residents have repeatedly confronted ICE agents, and on Jan. 7, an officer shot and killed Renee Good, a U.S. citizen, during an encounter on a street near her home. Seven days later, another officer shot a Venezuelan immigrant in the leg.
As of Tuesday, the operation has logged 3,000 arrests in six weeks, according to Customs and Border Protection commander Gregory Bovino. A federal judge in Minneapolis last week barred DHS agents from arresting peaceful protesters there, but an appeals court temporarily lifted that restriction Wednesday while the litigation continues.
The Trump administration has cited a sprawling fraud investigation into safety-net programs -- involving organizations linked to the Somali community -- as justification for its actions in Minneapolis. The dozens of Somali individuals implicated in that scandal amount to a tiny fraction of the approximately 80,000 people of Somali descent who live in Minnesota, the vast majority of whom are U.S. citizens. But President Donald Trump has repeatedly denigrated all Somali immigrants in xenophobic terms, likening them to "garbage" and saying, "We don't want them in our country."
During a speech last week at the Detroit Economic Club, he again discussed what he called "Somali scams" in Minnesota and then pivoted. "Well, you know, it's going on in Maine too, with Somalis," he said. "In Maine, it's really crooked as hell, too."
It was not clear what Trump was referencing. Recently, authorities in Maine temporarily suspended payments to a social services organization that works with immigrants and refugees because of allegations of fraud.
The two House Democrats representing Maine in Congress, Reps. Chellie Pingree and Jared Golden, have been monitoring ICE's activity across their districts since last week. Pingree and her staff have sent repeated messages to the White House asking about the potential ramp-up and justification for ICE agents in the state but have yet to receive any response from the administration.
A surge could reverberate in Maine's Senate race, which is critical to Democrats' long-shot strategy to retake the chamber. Sen. Susan Collins is the most vulnerable Republican senator running for reelection this year. Two Democrats -- Gov. Janet Mills and Graham Platner, an oyster farmer and Marine Corps veteran -- are vying to take her on.
Mills has highlighted her clash with Trump last year over his threat to block federal funding for Maine over its policies toward transgender athletes. In a video message last week, she said that she had not confirmed whether expanded ICE operations were in the works.

Maine Gov. Janet Mills has pushed back on federal immigration officers' actions elsewhere. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


"To the federal government, I say this: If your plan is to come here to be provocative and to undermine the civil rights of Maine residents, do not be confused -- those tactics are not welcome here," she said.
"Maine knows what good law enforcement looks like," Mills continued. "They don't wear a mask to shield their identities, and they don't arrest people to fill quotas."
Somali immigrants began arriving in Maine more than 20 years ago. Many have become U.S. citizens, and some have been elected to city councils and school boards in both Lewiston and Portland. Three Somali Americans serve in the Maine House of Representatives.
In recent years, Portland also saw an influx of migrants and asylum seekers from Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo and elsewhere. Each city has been home to robust refugee resettlement programs, welcoming people fleeing war-torn Ukraine and Afghanistan.
Under the Trump administration, nearly all refugee admissions were suspended. Its only exception was for members of the Afrikaner community, White South Africans who Trump has claimed without evidence are the victims of genocide. A handful of Afrikaners have already arrived in Maine, with a total of 50 expected to settle there over the coming year, refugee advocates say.
David Nakamura, Marianna Sotomayor and Caroline O'Donovan contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Trump's 'master plan' for Gaza contrasts with reality on the ground
Jared Kushner presented a vision for Gaza at the World Economic Forum in Davos that included high-rises, data centers and little input from Palestinians.

Palestinians walk in Gaza City on Jan. 15 amid buildings destroyed by Israeli air and ground operations. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


By Claire Parker, Abbie Cheeseman, Louisa Loveluck, Lior Soroka, Hazem  Balousha, Karen DeYoung | 2026-01-22
CAIRO -- At the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Thursday, the Trump administration outlined what it described as a "master plan" for the Gaza Strip's future, replete with planned cities, data centers and a beachfront for tourists, but which was far removed from the destruction, desperation and political realities on the ground.
Jared Kushner, President Donald Trump's son-in-law and key adviser, took to the stage to present a deck of slides with AI-generated images of gleaming high-rises and apartment blocks arranged in concentric rings. From 90,000 tons of rubble generated by the war, he said, a "new Gaza" would be born.
"We're committed to ensuring Gaza is demilitarized, properly governed and beautifully rebuilt. It's going to be a great plan," Trump said. He and other leaders were there to sign the founding charter of the "Board of Peace,"· originally conceived as an oversight body for the reconstruction of Gaza but which has since morphed into a U.S.-led council with a more sweeping mandate.
"I think we can spread out to other things as we succeed with Gaza," Trump said.
According to a map included in Kushner's slideshow, Gaza's entire Mediterranean shoreline would be reserved for "coastal tourism," with 180 high-rise towers lining the beach. Across other parts of the enclave, parks and sports facilities would break up industrial complexes, data centers and advanced manufacturing facilities. Residential areas appear to take up only about half of the map, while some areas marked for agriculture are located in places with poor, sandy soil unsuitable for crops.
The residential zones would be restricted to preplanned cities laid out with multi-floor apartment buildings, according to an AI-generated picture of a zone called "New Rafah." The areas for housing are also separated from touching any portion of Gaza's borders by the resort strip in the west, the industrial areas in the east, a new airport and logistics zone along the southern border with Egypt, and an "industrial city" along the Israeli border in the north.
The vision contrasts sharply with the present reality in Gaza, where Israeli troops still control more than half of the enclave while some 2 million Palestinians are crowded into the other half, many living in ramshackle tents or bombed-out buildings that provide little shelter from winter storms.
On a visit to the Israeli-controlled side of Gaza on Wednesday, organized and escorted by the military, an area of farmland in central Gaza that once housed American and U.N. aid initiatives looked broken and deserted. As heavy machinery reinforced the sand berm around a small Israeli base, the sound of gunfire crackled in the distance.
Concrete yellow blocks meant to demarcate the "Yellow Line" between the two sides divided the barren, Israeli-controlled zone from the cramped streets and residential blocks of nearby Deir al-Balah, a city whose population swelled with displaced people during the war.
Humanitarian aid has nearly tripled since a U.S.-backed ceasefire took effect in October and a surge of food has provided "full coverage of minimum caloric needs for the first time since October 2023," the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said last week. But with food prices still high, malnutrition continues to plague vulnerable groups, nonprofit organizations working in Gaza say.

Nouzha Owkal cleans her tent after it was damaged by a storm at a displacement camp in Zawaida in the central Gaza Strip on Jan. 13. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Over the next 100 days, the priorities will be humanitarian aid and shelter, Kushner said. "Full aid will be immediately sent into the Gaza Strip," a slide read, though Kushner did not indicate whether Israel had agreed -- or whether more border crossing points would open to allow in larger quantities of U.N. and bilateral aid stockpiled outside Gaza.
Kushner has been pushing the idea of beginning to rebuild in parts of Gaza controlled by Israel, alarming Arab countries that fear it would enable a permanent Israeli takeover of half of Gaza.
The intent signaled Thursday to rebuild Gaza in four phases, beginning with Rafah in southern Gaza -- most of which currently lies behind Israeli military lines -- is likely to fuel those fears. "Workforce housing" will be built there in two to three years, Kushner said, and "we've already started removing the rubble and doing some of the demolition." (He appeared to be referring to the extensive demolition campaigns the Israeli military has carried out in recent months.)
Whether there is the political will and the necessary funds to move forward with rebuilding Gaza remains far from certain.
The announcement last week of a committee of Palestinian technocrats to administer Gaza marked a major milestone, as disparate and usually divided Palestinian factions rallied behind the group. The committee, led by Ali Shaath, a civil engineer from Gaza who held senior roles in the Ramallah-based Palestinian Authority, has begun meeting in Cairo to plan its work. Hamas has said it is ready to hand over governance to the group.
In a video streamed at the Davos gathering, Shaath announced that the Rafah crossing with Egypt -- a key lifeline for the movement of people and goods to and from Gaza -- would reopen next week "in both directions." Trump's 20-point plan for Gaza called for the resumption of traffic through the crossing, which stopped operating in May 2024 when Israel launched an offensive on the Gaza side. Israel has delayed its reopening until Hamas or allied militants return the remains of Ran Gvili, the last Israeli soldier held in Gaza.
Nickolay Mladenov, the newly appointed high representative for Gaza, who will liaise with the Board of Peace, wrote on X on Thursday that "an agreement has been reached regarding the preparation for re-opening of the Rafah crossing."
But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office did not say whether Israel had agreed to open the crossing. An Israeli official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the issue publicly, said the cabinet would convene next week to deliberate.
"A special effort is being made to recover the body of Ran Gvili, of blessed memory, while making full use of the information we possess," the official said.
Israeli politicians across the spectrum have also decried the inclusion of ministers from Turkey and Qatar on a Gaza executive committee, under the umbrella of the Board of Peace, that the White House said will focus on supporting "effective governance" in Gaza. Many Israelis worry about the two countries' long-standing relationships with Hamas, and the announcement fueled calls by the Israeli far right to return to full-scale war in Gaza.

Najwa al-Rajoudi, right, mourns over the body of her nephew Moussa al-Rajoudi during his funeral at al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah on Wednesday after he was killed by Israeli fire. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


The broad scope of the charter of the Board of Peace, meanwhile, has elicited concerns from some European countries, which have declined so far to sign on. A group of eight powerful Arab and Muslim-majority countries said in a joint statement Wednesday that they would participate -- but emphasized that the board should be "transitional" and focused on Gaza.
Trump's announcement today is "another expression of the shift in the rules of the game that were in place for years in the Gaza Strip -- a game that used to be bilateral, between Israel and the Palestinians," said Ofer Guterman, a former senior analyst with Israel's military intelligence directorate. "It was conducted between us and them, but currently, we are seeing an internationalization of the conflict in Gaza."
The powers of the Palestinian administrative committee are still "very vague," which is cause for concern, Khaled Okasha, an Egyptian consultant who advised Palestinian and Egyptian delegations in ceasefire negotiations, said in an interview Thursday.
Just one of Kushner's 10 slides that detailed the future of Gaza mentioned Palestinian leadership. It also featured the only Arabic in the slide deck, which was formatted backward and therefore illegible.
With so much uncertainty surrounding how the new governance structures will work, no countries have publicly committed funds to Gaza reconstruction. Kushner did not provide an estimate for how much the implementation of his plan would cost. A reconstruction plan backed by Arab and Muslim-majority countries last year ballparked reconstruction at more than $53 billion, while U.N. experts estimated more recently that it would cost about $70 billion.
The question of who would pay for Gaza reconstruction has been a central one from the start and it remains unclear what, if any, governments or private-sector partners have signed on as contributors or investors. "People don't want to give money to the Board of Peace," said a person familiar with elements of the planning, who spoke on the condition of anonymity about private conversations.
"Trump looks like he wants a free lunch" in Gaza, the person said, and many countries "are not interested in giving money unless the U.S. is giving money." Although the Gaza enterprise is a U.S. invention remaining under U.S. control, the administration has not indicated what, if anything, it is prepared to spend.
Kushner urged private investors not to fear the risk of investing in Gaza, and said that a first conference in Washington to fund the plan will be announced within a couple of weeks. "There'll be amazing investment opportunities. I know it's a little risky to be investing in a place like this, but we need you to ... invest in the people, try to be a part of it," he told the Davos audience of business and government leaders.
The plan also suggested that Hamas leaders would be given "amnesty and reintegration" in return for disarmament of the group, and it promised a full withdrawal of Israeli troops. But Israel has shown no serious signs of a willingness to withdraw and to commit to an end to the war, Okasha said -- and Hamas won't lay down its arms until Israel takes some steps in that direction.
"Netanyahu has no interest in withdrawing from Gaza," said Israel Ziv, a retired major general and former head of the Israel Defense Forces Operations Division.
Israeli forces have killed more than 460 people since the ceasefire came into place, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. Those include more than 100 children, UNICEF, the U.N. children's agency, has said. On Wednesday, Israel killed three journalists· in an airstrike on their car, far away from the Yellow Line in central Gaza.
Cheeseman reported from Beirut, Loveluck from Deir al-Balah, Soroka from Tel Aviv, Balousha from Toronto and DeYoung from Washington.
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Europe
As Trump drops Greenland threats, Europeans say they are still on guard
European officials said they expect negotiations to touch on expanding the presence of U.S. troops and bases and greater access to investment in minerals. 

President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Wednesday. (Evan Vucci/AP) 


By Ellen Francis, Emily Davies | 2026-01-22
BRUSSELS -- President Donald Trump's U-turn on Greenland -- proclaiming he was negotiating a deal for "total access" and dropping his tariff threats -- has eased some pressure in the standoff with America's once-closest allies in Europe. But European officials said that the matter was not settled and they remain on guard.
Trump on Thursday suggested he could achieve his goals without the United States owning Greenland, as he had previously demanded. He said he was brokering a deal with "no end" or "time limit" while providing little detail. "We're going to have all military access that we want," Trump said on Fox Business. "We're getting everything we want at no cost."
The president suspended his threat of tariffs starting on Feb. 1 after meeting on Wednesday with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Trump had directed the levies at eight European nations for opposing his push to take Greenland, which is an autonomous territory of Denmark.
European officials said they expect thorny negotiations ahead with the White House on expanding the presence of U.S. troops or bases in Greenland, offering the United States greater access to investment in mineral extraction, and boosting NATO efforts to secure the Arctic including a new multi-layer missile defense system called Golden Dome. Danish and NATO diplomats have presented all these issues as an off-ramp to address Trump's grievances, in exchange for the president dropping his threats and demands for "ownership" of the Arctic territory.
A European official said Trump appeared to have shifted after threats of retaliatory tariffs from the European Union and his realization that such measures were set to go into effect in February, potentially raising costs for American consumers, as well as a bipartisan effort in Congress to draft language to stop him from threatening an ally's territory.
The official, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy, said the Europeans had been "coordinating fiercely" to demonstrate unity to Trump, and that conversations with Rutte and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz helped bring him around. "Rutte showed him a path to de-escalation," the official said. "He showed him the landing zone, and he liked it."
During the standoff, European and NATO officials have stressed that there was already a defense agreement, dating to 1951, between Washington and Denmark that would allow the U.S. to expand its military presence in Greenland, a vast icy and strategically located Arctic territory. That appeared to be at the core of Trump's "framework."
"There are still issues on Greenland that need to be resolved," said a second European official. The official said Trump and Rutte had agreed to pursue a deal on "a two-track approach," including negotiations between the U.S. and Denmark on updating their existing defense treaty, and talks within NATO on expanding the alliance's "role in Arctic security."
Trump's latest pivot signaled a retreat· from his bid to seize a NATO ally's territory, which had roiled markets as the E.U. weighed retaliation· that could have hit American services, in which the U.S. enjoys a major trade imbalance.
Despite the reprieve, European officials who were shaken by Trump's crusade for Greenland warned the transatlantic rift was far from over. Many said the U.S. ultimatums had caused a breach of trust that would spur Europe's rethinking of its relationship with Washington.
After Davos, officials stunned by the head-spinning twist sought details about what precisely was decided. One official said there was nothing signed in writing. A NATO spokeswoman said that Rutte did not propose a compromise of territorial sovereignty with Trump.
Trump said Thursday that the U.S. would not "have to pay anything other than the fact that we are building the Golden Dome." Asked if the U.S. could ultimately acquire Greenland, the president added: "I don't know if I can say that. But it could be. It's possible. Anything is possible."
Danish leaders maintained, however, that the U.S. would not own Greenland. Still, they breathed a sigh of relief that Trump's swerve "took the heat out" out of the conversation -- as Danish Foreign Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen put it.
The second European official suggested negotiators were back to the drawing board. He said one agreed upon point -- to review the existing U.S.-Denmark defense treaty -- had been discussed by Rasmussen, Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio during a meeting at the White House last week, before the crisis escalated.
Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said Thursday that she had asked NATO to establish a "permanent presence" around Greenland, and that talks with Washington would continue in a "traditional political, diplomatic way," with the 1951 agreement as a basis.
Frederiksen earlier said NATO is "fully aware" of her country's position: "We can negotiate on everything political: security, investments, economy. But we cannot negotiate on our sovereignty," Frederiksen said. "I have been informed that this has not been the case either," she added, stressing that "only Denmark and Greenland themselves" can ultimately make the decisions.
Rutte, as political leader of the NATO military alliance, is not empowered to negotiate transferring land from one NATO nation to another.
An emergency E.U. summit, scheduled for Thursday evening in Brussels, proceeded as planned despite Trump's pivot. European leaders were deliberating more broadly on what they regard as a crisis in transatlantic relations.
"After the back-and-forth of the last few days, let's wait for the substantive details on what agreement is reached between Mr. Rutte and Mr. Trump," German Vice Chancellor Lars Klingbeil told German broadcaster ZDF.
Klingbeil said he welcomed the dialogue but sounded a note of caution, calling on Europeans to take broader lessons about the need to shield the continent's economy and strengthen its defenses. "Whatever happens next, Klingbeil warned, "One mistake must not happen now: that we in Europe sit back and say, 'Well, everything turned out all right in the end, it's not so bad after all.'"
The White House expressed optimism about a final agreement on Greenland. "If this deal goes through, and President Trump is very hopeful it will, the United States will be achieving all of its strategic goals with respect to Greenland, at very little cost, forever," said Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman. "President Trump is proving once again he's the Dealmaker in Chief. As details are finalized by all parties involved, they will be released accordingly."
Members of Trump's Cabinet who were traveling with him in Switzerland had been scheduled to participate in an event with corporate executives on Wednesday evening, but they canceled because of the ongoing Greenland negotiations, said a person familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential scheduling decisions.
In his speech at Davos on Thursday, Merz, the German chancellor, praised Trump for backing off threats to take Greenland or impose tariffs, and welcomed the U.S. focus on Arctic security. He added, however, that the purpose of talks between Denmark, Greenland and the United States must now be "to agree on closer cooperation among allies."
Such was the severity of the moment that all 27 of the E.U.'s heads of state and government had changed their schedules at the last minute to huddle in Brussels on Thursday. They were set to weigh their options to retaliate.
E.U. leaders will still deliberate on the prospect of retaliation in case Greenland talks fall apart, and debrief on their contacts with the Trump administration in recent days including at Davos.
They said they will also try to formulate a unified response to the invitation to Trump's "Board of Peace·," which largely has been interpreted within the E.U. as an attempt to build a structure overseen by Trump that sidelines the United Nations. European nations including France, Sweden and Denmark have declined the invitation, drawing Trump's ire.
Top of the agenda at Thursday's summit is how the Greenland crisis in recent days threw a harsh light on the risk of European dependence. It has fueled a once-unthinkable conversation about "de-risking" from the U.S. -- an approach the E.U. had kept for its ties with China.
"We're not out of the woods," Swedish Deputy Prime Minister Ebba Busch said earlier on CNN. "Let's be very clear. The last few weeks, apart from a very turbulent first year, have been very damaging for the relationship between the European Union, Europe as a whole, and the U.S.," she added.
In his announcement on dropping the tariffs on Wednesday, Trump offered insight into just how tangled the dispute over Greenland had become. His comments captured European dismay at being caught in a confrontation with their most powerful ally, the United States -- the leading member of an alliance that underpins the continent's security.
Praising Rutte, Trump said: "The secretary general was representing the other side, which is really us too, because, you know, we're a very important member of NATO."
Davies reported from Davos. Beatriz Rios in Brussels, Cat Zakrzewski in Davos and Aaron Wiener in Berlin contributed to this report.
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Europe
Trump launches 'Board of Peace' at Davos, testing global order
Invitations to join the board have prompted a wide range of responses, from eager assent to hedging, wait-and-see statements from bewildered world leaders.

President Donald Trump with leaders and other officials from several countries Thursday as he formally launched a "Board of Peace" in Davos, Switzerland. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Emily Davies, Mikhail Klimentov, Victoria Bisset, Amaya Verde, Alvaro Valino | 2026-01-22
DAVOS, Switzerland -- President Donald Trump said Thursday that he wants his new "Board of Peace" to work with the United Nations, but it was unclear if that pledge would ease concerns among some leaders that he is trying to sideline the international body.
Trump discussed the potential for collaboration at the board's formal launch, which his administration has advertised as a tool to resolve global conflicts with a scope rivaling that of the U.N. He was joined by 19 world leaders but just two representatives from European Union nations, Hungary and Bulgaria, a contrast that underscored his ambition to reshape the world order and the limits of his approach.
"Once this board is completely formed, we can do pretty much whatever we want to do, and we'll do it in conjunction with the United Nations," Trump said at the signing ceremony. "You know, I've always said the United Nations has got tremendous potential, has not used it, but there's tremendous potential in the United Nations."

President Donald Trump was joined by 19 world leaders as he launched his "Board of Peace" during the World Economic Forum in Davos on Jan. 22.


The Trump administration earlier this month withdrew from 66 international organizations, many of them U.N.-related agencies, commissions and advisory panels that focus on climate, labor, migration and other issues the administration has categorized as catering to diversity. Daniel Forti, head of U.N. affairs at the International Crisis Group, said at the time that the move was "a very clear vision of wanting international cooperation on Washington's own terms."
Some countries have rushed to accept Trump's invitation to the board in recent days. Others as disparate as Canada, Russia and China were among those that equivocated, citing a need to study the proposal. France, Norway, Sweden and Slovenia have declined to participate in the board as it is  formulated -- eliciting a furious reaction from Trump, who threatened to impose punitive 200 percent tariffs on French wine. Trump and his top aides, including Secretary of State Marco Rubio, said they expect many other countries to join.
Initially envisioned to shepherd the peace process in the Gaza Strip, the body was presented Thursday by senior Trump administration officials as a vehicle for broader ambitions. The administration has also emphasized that the board's scope will extend beyond the conflict in the Middle East, spooking some of the countries that were invited to join.
"This is not just a board of peace," Rubio said Thursday. "This is a board of action."
Ali Shaath, a former Palestinian Authority official now overseeing Gaza's administration, announced the reopening of the Rafah crossing -- the land border between Egypt and Gaza that, in the past, has served as a vital lifeline for humanitarian aid and for Gazans to enter and exit the Palestinian enclave. Israel has  said it will not reopen the crossing until Hamas returns the last body of an Israeli hostage in Gaza.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday that he would join, even as Israeli politicians levied harsh criticism of the composition of a subsidiary group, focused on Gaza, that includes representatives from Turkey and Qatar.
A permanent seat will cost countries $1 billion, though U.S. officials said the payment was voluntary and not an entry fee.
"Membership does not carry any mandatory funding obligation beyond whatever a state or partner chooses to contribute voluntarily," said a U.S. official speaking on the condition of anonymity under requirements set by the administration.
The ceremony on the stage of the World Economic Forum crystalized how Trump has dominated the annual conference, even as he pursues policies that strain the global partnerships that the forum has promoted since its founding 55 years ago. His urgent effort to recruit countries also highlights the dilemmas faced by world leaders grappling with how to work with the  American president.
European officials are wary of contributing large sums of money to a new organization shaped around Trump's vision for the world; the same leaders, however, are also under pressure to work with the unpredictable American president, whose support is key to the future of Ukraine and more broadly, of the NATO alliance.
The president's team handling implementation of the peace board includes Rubio, special envoy Steve Witkoff, Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner,  former British prime minister Tony Blair, Apollo Global Management co-founder Marc Rowan, and White House advisers Robert Gabriel and Josh Gruenbaum.
Trump has dispatched the same team to pursue resolutions for  the most complex, intractable global conflicts -- such as the war between Ukraine and Russia and the future of Greenland.
More than 50 countries are known to have been contacted by the White House, either through statements made by Trump or officials representing recipient countries. A full tally of countries solicited for a seat on the board was not made public.
The White House on Thursday released a list of countries that signed onto the board, which include Belgium. Maxime Prevot, that country's deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, swiftly refuted the announcement. Belgium, like other European nations, has "reservations" about the proposal, he wrote on X.
"Our effort will bring together a distinguished group of nations ready to shoulder the noble responsibility of building LASTING PEACE," read the invitation sent to Argentine President Javier Milei. "We will convene our wonderful and committed partners, most of whom are HIGHLY Respected World Leaders, in the near future."
The proposed charter and the list of invitees -- which includes Russian President Vladimir Putin -- have raised concerns among some of the prospective members.
Canada's finance minister said the country would not pay $1 billion for a permanent seat. Canada accepted the invitation on principle, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said separately, though he added that Canada's participation would be conditioned entirely on the resumption of a "full flow" of humanitarian aid to Gaza.
Both Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky received invitations to join the board, raising questions about the prospect of the two countries, which are at war, collaborating in the context of an international peacemaking body.
"Russia is our enemy. Belarus is their ally," Zelensky said on Tuesday. "It is very difficult for me to imagine how we and Russia can be together in this or that council." Officials in Poland raised similar concerns.
Trump on Wednesday said that Putin had accepted his invitation to the board, though Putin clarified afterward that he had not and the Kremlin was still studying the proposal.
The board was initially conceived to oversee the implementation of the ceasefire and peace process in Gaza. The U.N. Security Council authorized the establishment of the board as a "transitional administration" in Gaza for the purpose of coordinating reconstruction efforts.
But the board's charter, obtained over the weekend by the Times of Israel, makes no reference to the conflict in Gaza. "The Board of Peace is an international organization that seeks to promote stability, restore dependable and lawful governance, and secure enduring peace in areas affected or threatened by conflict," it reads.
Trump ended Thursday's event by signing the board's charter while seated at a table, with more than a dozen world leaders standing around him, watching.
Klimentov reported from Washington, Bisset from London, Verde from Madrid and Valino from A Coruna, Spain. Cat Zakrzewski in Davos, Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Adam Taylor in Washington and Amanda Coletta in Toronto contributed to this report.
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Asia
U.S. seeks to be 'friends' with Bangladesh's once-banned Islamist party
In obtained audio recordings, a U.S. diplomat in Dhaka described how Washington wants to engage with Jamaat-e-Islami, potentially straining U.S-India ties.

Supporters of Bangladesh's Jamaat-e-Islami party rally in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Nov. 13. (Mahmud Hossain Opu/AP)


By Pranshu Verma | 2026-01-22
NEW DELHI -- With Bangladesh's largest Islamist party poised to have its best-ever performance at the ballot box next month, U.S. diplomats are looking to step up their engagement with the group, according to audio recordings obtained by The Washington Post.
The Jamaat-e-Islami organization has been banned multiple times in the country's history, most recently under Sheikh Hasina, the ironfisted prime minister toppled by student protesters in 2024. The party has traditionally advocated for governing by sharia law and reducing work hours for women to help them "fulfill their duties toward their children," but it has recently sought to soften its public image and expand its support base -- saying it is now mainly focused on rooting out corruption.
As the political landscape changes in Bangladesh, American diplomats there have signaled they are open to working with the resurgent Islamist movement. In a Dec. 1 closed-door meeting with female Bangladeshi journalists, a U.S. diplomat based in Dhaka said the country has "shifted Islamic" and predicted Jamaat-e-Islami would "do better than it's ever done before" in the Feb. 12 election, according to the audio recordings.
"We want them to be our friends," the diplomat said, asking if the reporters in the room would be willing to bring members of the party's influential student wing on their programs: "Can you talk to them?" he asked. "Will they go on your show?"
The diplomat, whom The Post is not naming for security reasons, downplayed worries that Jamaat-e-Islami would try to force its interpretation of Islamic law on Bangladesh, saying Washington had leverage it was prepared to use. "I simply do not believe that Jamaat can impose sharia," the diplomat said, noting that if party leaders made concerning moves the United States "would have 100 percent tariffs put on them the next day."
In a statement to The Post, Monica Shie, the spokesperson for the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka, the Bangladeshi capital, said "the conversation that took place in December was a routine gathering, off-the-record discussion between U.S. Embassy officials and local journalists." She added that "numerous political parties were discussed" during the meeting and that "the United States does not favor one political party over another and plans to work with whichever government is elected by the Bangladeshi people."
Mohammad Rahman, the U.S. spokesperson for Jamaat-e-Islami, said in a statement that "we choose not to comment on the context of remarks reportedly made during a private diplomatic meeting."
The previously unreported comments provide a clearer picture of how U.S. diplomats in Bangladesh view the country's political future during a pivotal moment of transition. The uprising against Hasina paved the way for the formation of an interim government led by the Nobel Peace Prize-winning economist Muhammad Yunus and for the upcoming elections -- meant to mark a decisive democratic turn for Bangladesh after decades of instability.
The American outreach to Jamaat-e-Islami could "potentially drive another wedge between the U.S. and India," said Michael Kugelman, a senior fellow for South Asia at the Atlantic Council. Relations between the countries are already at a low point, owing to disagreements over India's recent conflict with Pakistan, its purchases of Russian oil, an unfinished trade deal and punishing U.S. tariffs on many Indian products.
"India's biggest fear in Bangladesh for many years has been Jamaat," Kugelman said. India views the party as being allied with Pakistan, he said, and a threat to its regional security strategy.
In her statement, Shie wrote that the Bangladesh elections will not have "any substantial impact on U.S.-India relations." Washington's relationship with Dhaka and New Delhi, she said, "stand on their own merits."

Jamaat-e-Islami party leaders and activists wave Bangladesh's national flag in Dhaka in July. (Munir Uz Zaman/AFP/Getty Images)


Bangladesh was born out of turmoil, gaining independence from Pakistan in 1971 after a bloody war. In the decades since, Dhaka has endured military coups, dictatorships and turbulent civilian rule by entrenched political parties, namely Hasina's Awami League and the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).
The country has also struggled to balance its ties with larger regional powers, including China and India, with whom it shares a roughly 2,500-mile land border.
India-Bangladesh relations are already near rock-bottom. Hasina was an ally of the Indian government and went into exile in New Delhi after her ouster. In November, she was sentenced to death by a Bangladeshi tribunal, which found her guilty of overseeing the killing of at least 1,400 protesters. India has not extradited her to Dhaka to face her sentence despite a request from Bangladesh's interim government.
"The conviction of Hasina [was] politically genius," the U.S. diplomat said in the December meeting. The tribunal was not "free and fair," the official added, but "she's guilty, and they proved it ... within their mandate, which was impressive."
A recent rash of violent crimes against Hindus in Bangladesh has further exacerbated tensions. Indian authorities suspended visa operations in the Bangladeshi city of Chattogram last month after mobs threw stones at security forces near the mission; Bangladesh paused visa operations at its embassy in New Delhi after right-wing Hindu protesters burned photos of Yunus and clashed with police.
The interim government has sought to restore order and prepare the country for a political transition. "Bangladesh is a family. We need to unite it," Yunus said after assuming power in 2024. Last week, in a post on X, he emphasized that the looming elections will be fair and will happen on time. "No matter who says what, elections will be held on February 12 -- not a day before, not a day after."

Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh's prime minister, with her sister Sheikh Rehana, right, in January 2024. (Altaf Qadri/AP)


Political analysts expect Jamaat-e-Islami will have a strong showing. After being banned from politics under Hasina, the party has gained steam during the campaign and "is now mainstream," according to Mubashar Hasan, an adjunct researcher and expert in Bangladeshi politics at Western Sydney University in Australia.
Mohammad Rahman, the Jamaat-e-Islami spokesperson, said the party was running on a platform of "anti-corruption, transparency, accountability, and good governance." The proposal to reduce work hours for women remains in a "preliminary stage," he added, and the party has no plans to implement sharia law.
Jamaat-e-Islami's main rival in this election is the BNP. Tarique Rahman, the party chairman who returned to Dhaka on Dec. 25 after years of exile in London, would be likely to be prime minister if the party prevails. He privately believes Jamaat-e-Islami will over-perform at the ballot box but would not bring them into a potential coalition government, according to a person familiar, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss BNP strategy.
The leader, or ameer, of Jamaat-e-Islami, has said he is open to working with the BNP. "If the parties come together, we'll run the government together," Shafiqur Rahman told Reuters in January. Jamaat-e-Islami was a junior member of a BNP-led government between 2001 and 2006.
Since Hasina's ouster in 2024, Jamaat-e-Islami has held four meetings in Washington with U.S. officials and "several" meetings in Dhaka, Mohammad Rahman said in his statement to The Post. The party leader also met virtually with U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Jamieson Greer on Friday.
The State Department declined to comment on the Washington meetings and described the meetings with Jamaat-e-Islami in Dhaka as part of "routine diplomatic work." The USTR did not respond to a request for comment.

People sell flags of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party and with images commemorating former Bangladesh prime minister Khaleda Zia, in Dhaka on Dec. 31. (Fatima Tuj Johora/Reuters)


In August, a senior Indian diplomat met the ameer at his house in Dhaka as he was recovering from open-heart surgery, Mohammad Rahman told The Post. India's ministry of external affairs did not respond to a request for comment.
At the embassy gathering in Dhaka, the U.S. official indicated that in addition to reaching out to Jamaat-e-Islami, mission staff may also engage with other conservative Islamist political parties, including Hefazat-e-Islam Bangladesh and Islami Andolan Bangladesh.
"We want them to be our friends, because we want to be able to pick up the phone and say: "That thing you just said, 'So here's how that's going to play out,'" the diplomat added.
The diplomat stressed that if Jamaat-e-Islami was to rise to power and implement policies that are anathema to Washington, the U.S. would retaliate against the country's massive garment industry.
"Bangladesh's entire economy, 20 percent of your exports to the United States, depend on a series of socially liberal clothing chains and clothing brands," the official said. "If Bangladesh tells women they can only work five hours, or kicks them out ... and imposes sharia law, there will be no more orders. And if there are no more orders, there will be no Bangladeshi economy."
But "Jamaat is not going to do that," the official continued. "There are too many university-educated, smart people to do that. We will make exceedingly clear to them what will happen."
That is unlikely to quell anxieties in New Delhi, analysts said. India labeled Jamaat-e-Islami's chapter in Indian-administered Kashmir an "unlawful group" in 2019 and renewed the designation in 2024.
If the U.S.-India relationship were "in better shape," Kugelman said, the Americans may have been more willing to heed Indian concerns about Jamaat-e-Islami ahead of the election. But "with the partnership a real mess, ... I don't think that U.S. officials would feel the need to be that attentive to, or sensitive to, Indian concerns."
Supriya Kumar contributed to this report.
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Europe
Trump takes swipe at Canada after Carney's Davos speech
Mark Carney said middle powers such as Canada could build a new order in an era of unfettered great powers, without directly mentioning the United States or its president.

(Denis Balibouse/Reuters)


By Amanda Coletta, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2026-01-22

Speaking at the World Economic Forum on Jan. 20, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney called on medium-size countries to stand up to larger powers.


TORONTO -- President Donald Trump on Wednesday took a swipe at Canada and its prime minister, Mark Carney, saying the country "lives because of the United States," a day after the Canadian leader declared in a blunt and widely praised address that the rules-based, U.S.-led international order was over and "is not coming back."
"Canada gets a lot of freebies from us," Trump told the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. "They should be grateful, also, but they're not. I watched your prime minister yesterday. He wasn't so grateful. ... Canada lives because of the United States. Remember that, Mark, the next time you make your statements."
In the year since his return to the White House, Trump has frequently taken aim at Canada, historically one of America's closest allies, imposing tariffs on its goods and threatening to use "economic force" to compel it to join the U.S. as the 51st state. He has questioned Canada's viability as an independent country and said it would "cease to exist" without U.S. support. Such actions and comments have drawn broad rebuke from Canadians, and opened the most serious rift between the neighbors in two centuries.
Hours before Carney's speech, Trump posted a digitally altered image on social media of a map with the U.S. flag superimposed on Venezuela, whose leader, Nicolas Maduro, he ordered captured this month; Greenland, which he has threatened to seize; and Canada.
In recent days, Trump allies including former adviser Stephen K. Bannon have declared Canada "hostile" to the U.S. and voiced support for Albertan separatists, fueling once-unthinkable fears that the U.S. might meddle in a separatist referendum.

Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney delivers a speech Tuesday at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. (Sean Kilpatrick/Canadian Press/AP) 


Carney, speaking to the global political and business elite Tuesday, urged Canada's fellow "middle powers" to form new alliances as unfettered great powers abandon the post-World War II system of freer trade and international norms and rely instead on "economic integration as weapons, tariffs as leverage, financial infrastructure as coercion, supply chains as vulnerabilities to be exploited."
"We understand that this rupture calls for more than adaptation," Carney said. "It calls for honesty about the world as it is. ... The old order is not coming back. We should not mourn it. Nostalgia is not a strategy. But from the fracture, we can build something better, stronger and more just."
"Middle powers must act together, because if we're not at the table, we're on the menu," he said. "... In a world of great-power rivalry, the countries in between have a choice: compete with each other for favor or to combine to create a third path with impact."
Carney's address, in which he quoted the Greek historian Thucydides and the Czech dissident Vaclav Havel, drew a rare standing ovation at Davos. He did not say which countries or leaders had created a world where "the strong do what they can, and the weak suffer what they must." But it was clear he was referring to the U.S. under Trump.
"Canada was among the first to hear the wake-up call," Carney said, "leading us to fundamentally shift our strategic posture. Canadians know that our old, comfortable assumptions that our geography and alliance memberships automatically confer prosperity and security -- that assumption is no longer valid."
Carney's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Trump's jabs. Carney, who has met and spoken with Trump on several occasions since becoming Canada's prime minister in March, flew back to Ottawa on Wednesday without meeting Trump at Davos.
University of Toronto historian Timothy A. Sayle said Carney's speech appealed to people in Canada and beyond because "it was a clear articulation of what I think a number of people and a number of leaders know to be true, but that has been very difficult to say out loud and in public."
"For a year now, almost, this sense that the world has changed has been on many people's minds," he said. "But I think, quite understandably, people hoped it wasn't true. ... He was saying it in a forum where the president and all other leaders would listen, so the stakes were very, very high."
Historian Matthew Specter, a senior fellow at the Institute of European Studies at the University of California at Berkeley, said the address ripped "the Band-Aid off the fraying liberal order" -- but "does so in a spirit that is stoic, not celebratory."
Carney, who headed the central banks of Canada and Britain, took over the leadership of the Liberal Party after former prime minister Justin Trudeau resigned last year and won a federal election that turned in part on questions about who could best handle the relations with the U.S. under Trump.
He has sought a deal with Trump to ease some of the tariffs on Canada, but Trump terminated those talks in October after the conservative government of Ontario aired an advertisement on U.S. television that featured archival audio of President Ronald Reagan criticizing tariffs.
Canada and the U.S. share the world's longest undefended border, and more than 70 percent of Canada's exports go to the United States. A review of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada agreement, which Trump brokered in 2020 and described as the "best agreement we've ever made," begins this year, and Canadian officials and business leaders worry that Trump will rip it up.
Amid the chaos, Carney has tried to develop export markets beyond the U.S. and to build Canada's economic resilience with major infrastructure projects. He struck a deal with Chinese Premier Xi Jinping last week for a reduced Chinese tariff on Canadian canola seed in exchange for a reduced Canadian tariff on 49,000 Chinese-made electric vehicles.
The reduction in auto tariffs was a break with the United States; Carney said Beijing, until recently a diplomatic adversary, was "now" a more "predictable" trading partner than Washington. Ties between the nations entered a deep freeze in 2018 when China detained two Canadians in retaliation for Canada's detention of a Chinese executive wanted in the U.S. on fraud charges.
Carney's remarks Tuesday were not entirely new to Canadians. In his first budget in November, he referred to a "rupture," not a "transition," in the global order. In a speech on defense policy at the University of Toronto last year, he warned that if middle powers "are not at the table, they will be on the menu." And he has often declared that "nostalgia is not a strategy."
But Davos, where Carney, a former Goldman Sachs banker, has been a fixture, presented a new audience: an international political and business elite that remains divided over how best to respond to Trump's second-term assault on the international order and U.S. security and trade alliances.
"Carney is the epitome of a Davos globalist who is now saying to an audience that knows him well and has heard him speak many times that the world has fundamentally moved to what might be a called a post-globalist order," said Fen Hampson, a professor of international relations at Carleton University in Ottawa.
As much as the speech might have been a message to the president, analysts said, its audience was also European leaders and other allies. When Trump began threatening Canada's economy and sovereignty, officials here warned their European counterparts that the country was merely the "canary in the coal mine" and that Europe was "next."
Few leaders then offered Canada much public support. And when Trump did announce tariffs on goods from Europe and other allies, Canadian efforts to get those countries to impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S. goods were unsuccessful. Ottawa has since rolled back its own levies.
"There is a strong tendency for countries to go along to get along," Carney said in his address. "To accommodate, to avoid trouble, to hope that compliance will buy safety. It won't."
Throughout his long career as a central banker and his shorter one as the leader of a Group of Seven nation, Carney has delivered several well-regarded speeches.
As governor of the Bank of England in 2015, he warned business leaders in London that climate change was a risk to financial stability, an address remembered for the coinage "the tragedy of the horizon."
On the day after Britain's 2016 vote to leave the European Union, as political leaders scrambled to contain the fallout, remarks by Carney calmed the markets.
After Trump threatened more tariffs on Canada in March, the new prime minister declared the traditional U.S.-Canada relationship "over."
The challenge, critics have said, is in the follow-up. Environmentalists and scientists have said Carney's efforts to roll back Canada's climate policy as prime minister, for example, are at odds with his 2015 speech. Whether Canada can adequately reduce its dependency on the U.S. and get other countries to band together in new alliances remains unclear.
The Davos address, Sayle said, was a "real meaningful effort to try to articulate the current crisis or rupture."
"The diagnosis was quite striking and strong," he said. "But the remedy will require enormous effort, and ultimately the question is: Could that and will that even be enough if the president's going to keep on with these demands?"
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Middle East conflict
Israel kills 3 journalists in Gaza, including CBS News contributor
The journalists were killed Wednesday in a strike on their car in central Gaza. Israel's military said it struck "several suspects" who were operating a drone.

A man stands near an Egyptian relief committee's vehicle that was hit by an Israeli strike, killing three Palestinian journalists, in al-Zahra in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Hazem  Balousha, Siham Shamalakh, Scott Nover | 2026-01-22
The Israeli military struck and killed three journalists Wednesday as they traveled in their car south of Gaza City, rescue officials and local reporters said, the latest in a series of attacks Israel has launched in the enclave despite a U.S.-backed ceasefire that began in October.
More than 460 people, including over 100 children, have been killed by Israeli fire since the ceasefire went into effect, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. The journalists were among 11 Palestinians killed Wednesday by the Israeli military, the ministry said.
Mohamed Qishta, Anas Ghneim and Abdel Raouf Shaat, a freelance cameraman who was a contributor both to CBS News and the French news agency Agence France-Presse, were on assignment Wednesday for the media arm of a relief committee run by the Egyptian government, according to Mohamed Mansour, a committee spokesman.
The three reporters were recording footage of a tent encampment for displaced people in al-Zahra, Mansour said, and were killed about a mile away after leaving the camp, according to medics and journalists who were on the scene.
The Israel Defense Forces said in a statement that its troops had identified "several suspects who operated a drone affiliated with Hamas in the central Gaza Strip, in a manner that posed a threat to their safety."
"Following the identification and due to the threat that the drone posed to the troops, the IDF precisely struck the suspects who activated the drone," the IDF said.
The military did not respond when asked further questions about the strike, including how it knew the drone was "affiliated with Hamas" and whether it had identified the targets as journalists, who are protected under international humanitarian law.
It was not immediately clear whether the journalists had used a drone or quadcopter for aerial shots of the encampment Wednesday. Mansour said the team was recording footage on their phones but had used a drone to capture images of another tent camp set up by the committee last week.

People mourn over the bodies of Palestinian journalists Abdel Raouf Shaat and Mohamed Qishta, who were killed in an Israeli strike on a vehicle on Wednesday. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)



Mourners carry the body of one of the Palestinian journalists killed in an Israeli airstrike. (Ramadan Abed/Reuters)


Israeli forces have killed about 220 journalists in Gaza since the war began in October 2023, according to Reporters Without Borders, a press freedom watchdog. Israel also has banned international journalists from entering Gaza, with the exception of brief, highly restricted embeds with the IDF, leaving the Palestinian territory's dwindling press corps to shoulder the load of covering the war.
"We are in mourning for the loss of our colleague Abdul Raouf Shaat who was a regular contributor to AFP's production for nearly two years," AFP said in a statement Wednesday, adding that he was "much loved" by the agency's team covering Gaza. "They remember him as a kind-hearted colleague, with a gentle sense of humor and as a deeply committed journalist."
"AFP demands a full and transparent investigation into his death," the agency said. "Far too many local journalists have been killed in Gaza over the past two years while foreign journalists remain unable to enter the territory freely."
Tom Cibrowski, CBS News's president and executive editor, also told staff in a morning meeting that Shaat had been killed, according to multiple people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share nonpublic comments. Cibrowski mentioned that the Palestinian cameraman had just been married a few weeks earlier.
Location data from the phone of Mo'tasem Quraan, a local videographer who arrived at the scene about an hour after the strike, placed the targeted car more than a mile west of Israel's "Yellow Line," a boundary dividing Gaza roughly in half, with Israeli soldiers in control of the east.
A paramedic who also attended the scene, and who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear for his safety, confirmed the location provided by Quraan and said three bodies were found in the car. Mansour said the vehicle was clearly marked with an Egyptian flag, which identified it as belonging to the committee.
Videos of the aftermath that were shared online showed the shell of a destroyed car with smoke streaming out of it. Quraan said the remains were charred and that some body parts were found outside the vehicle. Later, footage showed colleagues weeping over the body of one of the slain journalists.
Just a week ago, Shaat was celebrating his marriage, posting side-by-side images of himself in a suit and in a "PRESS" vest on his Instagram account.
"We don't have much time for joy," he wrote, but "thank God, who allowed us to have our wedding party."
"Today, I return once again to my work and national duty in the field of journalism," he said. "Our celebrations may be postponed, but our mission cannot be."
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Europe
Trump's Greenland crusade pushes European allies to a breaking point
President Donald Trump's ultimatum -- give up Greenland or face a trade war -- has convinced some European officials that retaliation, rather than conciliation, is the answer.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte arrives onstage to give a keynote address to the Global Europe Forum in Brussels earlier this month. (Nicolas Tucat/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Francis | 2026-01-21
BRUSSELS -- European leaders tried for a year to charm President Donald Trump with flattery and dealmaking -- lucrative promises to purchase U.S. goods including weapons, visits with royals and gifts such as a custom-engraved golf club. But Trump's insistence on acquiring Greenland is now pushing transatlantic relations closer to a breaking point than officials here say they have seen in their lifetimes.
Some of America's once-closest allies say they see no choice other than to hit back, and hard.
"Europe has very strong tools now, and we have to use them when we are not respected," French President Emmanuel Macron said at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
Others said Trump had exhausted Europe's tolerance. 
"We tried to appease the new president in the White House. ... We're dependent on the United States so we chose to be lenient," said Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever. "But now, so many red lines are being crossed that you have the choice between your self-respect -- being a happy vassal is one thing, being a miserable slave is something else."
Trump's hardball tactics may be less shocking to the Europeans than his goal: to take control of Greenland against the will of it or Denmark, of which it is a part. The NATO ally has long shown fealty to the United States.

A plane from the Danish air force flies over houses in Nuuk, Greenland, on Tuesday. (Jonathan Nackstrand /AFP/Getty Images)


After years of European warnings of the risk that Russian President Vladimir Putin could push beyond Ukraine, it was the U.S. president, leader of NATO's most powerful nation, threatening a land grab.
Trump's threat to impose tariffs on eight European nations that oppose his Greenland plans could hardly have presented a starker contrast in worldviews. His Truth Social post landed as European Union officials were in South America signing a blockbuster free trade deal covering some 700 million people. The U.S. president, meanwhile, was weaponizing trade in a bid for territory. 
As Trump seized the stage in Davos on Wednesday, even the most optimistic conceded that efforts to appease him are failing. Some who have long urged restraint warn there is a risk of a fundamental rupture.
"Nostalgia will not bring back the old order," European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said in Davos on Tuesday. "It's time to seize this opportunity and build a new independent Europe."
"The proposed tariffs are a mistake, especially between long-standing allies," von der Leyen said, recalling that the 27-nation E.U. clinched a trade deal with Trump last year: "In politics, as in business, a deal is a deal, and when friends shake hands, it must mean something." Still, von der Leyen added, "Our response will be unflinching, united and proportional."
In his speech in Davos, which characteristically swerved from topic to topic, Trump said he would not invade Greenland but called for "immediate negotiations" to acquire the vast Arctic territory.
"I don't have to use force. I don't want to use force. I won't use force," he said. "All the United States is asking for is a place called Greenland."
His bashing· did little to reassure European leaders, as Trump stressed he wants "ownership" of Greenland, called Denmark "ungrateful" and made false assertions that NATO has never done anything for the United States.

President Donald Trump said Jan. 19 that he doesn't care about the Nobel Prize as he doubled down on his aims for Greenland, ahead of the World Economic Forum.


Europe's top leaders say they want to prevent things from spiraling out of control. But across the continent, lawmakers and politicians have cast this as Europe's moment to show its teeth, or be eaten.
Some officials, including in France and Germany, are calling on the E.U. to trigger its anti-coercion instrument, nicknamed its trade "bazooka." The measure would go beyond tariffs on American goods like bourbon and blue jeans, and hit America's big surplus on services with Europe, a major profit center for U.S. firms and tech giants.
"We need to reach a deal and stop this madness, but I think the E.U. will lose everything if it appears weak now," said Brando Benifei, an Italian member of the European Parliament who chairs the delegation to the United States.

Danish troops practice looking for potential threats during a military drill in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, on Sept. 17. (Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters) 


After Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store texted Trump to defuse tensions, Trump's response was jarring, European officials said. Linking his quest for Greenland to his grievance over the Nobel Peace Prize, Trump wrote back that he no longer needs to "think purely of Peace" since he did not win.
Europeans seem to realize the conciliatory approach in trade talks has run its course, said Benifei, a center-left lawmaker. "What I got from U.S. counterparts was that we were not credible ... and the E.U. was divided," he said in an interview. "I learned from the story of the past months that today, the only way to be credible is showing there can be serious consequences for the U.S. economy if we are threatened."
Benifei and others said that bold rhetoric from European leaders, insisting they will not be "blackmailed," reflects a hardening of European public opinion. "They know everyone feels there is a red line that has been crossed," he said.
Until now, E.U. leaders have weathered public criticism to avoid a full breach. At the height of Trump's trade blitz, the bloc agreed to some U.S. tariffs to preserve the relationship that has underpinned European security and economic interests for 80 years.
Fearing a U.S. rapprochement with Russia, the Europeans showered Trump with praise for his peacemaking efforts.  They promised to sharply increase military spending at NATO, and to pay for U.S. weapons sent to Ukraine.

People in Nuuk bear Greenlandic flags Saturday as they march in protest of President Donald Trump's intent to acquire the Danish territory. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images) 


Even on Greenland, which Trump has coveted for its strategic location and natural resources, they offered a deal: Diplomats have conveyed openness to addressing grievances about Arctic security, expanding the U.S. military presence in Greenland and offering investment in mineral resources.
None of it has worked. European officials say they must make clear that things have gone too far, lest they appear unwilling to stand up for Europe and its citizens.
The risks of pushing back are big. Officials worry Washington could stop weapon sales to Ukraine in its fight against Russia, or withdraw some forces from Europe, for example.
The broader ramifications were also made clear by the presence in Davos of Kirill Dmitriev, Putin's top negotiator on a plan to halt the war in Ukraine that the White House has championed but the Kremlin has resisted -- a plan that would require trust not just among friends, but lethal enemies.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov suggested Tuesday that Iceland -- another strategically located NATO member -- could become Trump's next target for acquisition.
The Trump administration seems to believe Europeans will bend.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent warned that retaliation would be "very unwise" Monday. "I imagine they will form the dreaded European working group first, which seems to be their most forceful weapon," he quipped.
At home, the E.U.'s critics contend the problem is not just a lack of leverage: The E.U., which represents one of the world's largest three economies alongside the U.S. and China, has trade levers but often seems to lack the political will and unity to pull them.
Raphael Glucksmann, a European Parliament lawmaker from France, said the threat of retaliation deters an opponent only if they believe it. "We have in Europe the means to resist Trump's blackmail. Do we have the will?" he wrote. "The days and weeks ahead will show what we are and what we want to be."
Even some hard-line E.U.-skeptic parties that otherwise have been buoyed by Trump's MAGA movement came out against his effort to wrest away Greenland.
E.U. heads of state and government will meet to weigh their options over dinner Thursday in Brussels.

World leaders reacted to President Donald Trump's threats to impose tariffs on eight European countries unless they acquiesce to his push to acquire Greenland.


The bloc could slap E.U. tariffs on more than $100 billion worth of American goods, a package suspended to sign the trade deal last year.
If the E.U. goes further and triggers its anti-coercion instrument to target American services in Europe, that would allow restricting access of U.S. firms to the E.U. market, including Apple, Google and Meta.
Although the crisis has sparked a rare wave of pushback against Washington, E.U. capitals have often not been aligned on how to respond to Trump's provocations.
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, a Trump ally, this week called the tariff threat a "mistake," while acknowledging the president's concerns about Arctic security.
Along with Meloni and Finnish President Alexander Stubb, an avid golfer, the Europeans repeatedly dispatched NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte over the past year to be their "Trump whisperer." Rutte got a shout-out during Trump's speech in Davos but has still ended up with the greatest transatlantic crisis in generations.
Many E.U. officials hope retaliation will not be necessary. They want to wait to see if Trump follows through with the new tariffs -- 10 percent starting Feb 1. and up to 25 percent by June.
Leaders in Denmark and Greenland are also still seeking an off-ramp. Residents of Greenland, roughly 57,000 mostly Inuit people who in recent decades gained more autonomy after a legacy of colonial rule, have been pretty clear that their land is not for sale to Washington.
Denmark and Greenland have proposed a NATO mission to the territory. France on Wednesday called for a NATO military exercise in Greenland.
Trump has so far refused Danish overtures. When troops from Denmark and other NATO countries arrived in Greenland for military drills last week, they drew Trump's ire.
It is those eight countries -- Denmark, Britain, France, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden -- facing tariffs, even as they portrayed the deployment as an allied response to Trump's complaints that Greenland is not sufficiently protected from Russia and China.
Beatriz Rios in Brussels, Kate Brady in Berlin and Michael Birnbaum in Washington contributed to this report.
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Economic Policy
Trump budget office orders review of funds to Democratic-controlled states
President Donald Trump said his administration would cut off federal resources to "sanctuary cities" on Feb. 1.

President Donald Trump departs the White House to travel to Davos, Switzerland, for the World Economic Forum on Jan. 20. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage | 2026-01-22
The Trump administration has ordered Cabinet agencies to review federal funding for a group of Democratic-controlled states, according to a White House budget official and records reviewed by The Washington Post, as the administration looks to cut off resources for "sanctuary" jurisdictions that refuse to collaborate with immigration enforcement authorities.
The White House Office of Management and Budget ordered all federal agencies except the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments to report every grant, loan, contract, subcontract and "other monetary awards" to a group of 14 states and Washington, D.C.
The memo, sent Monday with instructions to report back by Jan. 28, says the exercise is meant to "facilitate efforts to reduce the improper and fraudulent use of those funds through administrative means or legislative proposals to Congress."
"This is a data-gathering exercise only," the memo states later. "It does not involve withholding funds and therefore does not violate any court order."
President Donald Trump declared in a speech last week that as of Feb. 1, the federal government would stop making "any payments to sanctuary cities, or states having sanctuary cities, because they do everything possible to protect criminals at the expense of American citizens."
The Trump administration has surged immigration enforcement in Minneapolis as prosecutors focus on nonprofits there that have received federal grants. Many of the targeted organizations are affiliated with the city's large Somali community, and Trump has used the situation to call for a crackdown on both federal benefits fraud and immigration from East Africa.
During a speech Wednesday at the World Economic Forum in the Swiss resort town of Davos, Trump described the investigation's targets as "Somalian bandits."
"We are moving forward with taking fraud seriously," said an OMB spokesperson, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal proceedings.
The jurisdictions included in the budget office's request are: California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and Washington state. It also includes the District of Columbia.
The memo was reported earlier by RealClearPolitics and CNN.
It requests agencies provide detailed information on all funds to those states, including money routed for state and local governments, nonprofit organizations and higher education institutions.
The memo includes a worksheet that asks agencies to report money sent to those recipients in the 2025 fiscal year and estimated spending for the 2026 fiscal year.
White House budget director Russell Vought has faced off with Democratic-controlled states before.
During the 43-day government shutdown that stretched from the start of October into mid-November, Vought's office paused billions of dollars for New York subway and rail projects; Democrats' leaders in Congress, Sen. Charles E. Schumer and Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, both represent the Empire State.
Vought also attempted to cancel $8 billion in clean energy funds for a group of 16 Democratic-run states. A federal judge said this month that the move was unlawful and reinstated the money.
"Defendants freely admit that they made grant-termination decisions primarily -- if not exclusively -- based on whether the awardee resided in a state whose citizens voted for President Trump in 2024," Judge Amit P. Mehta of the District Court of the District of Columbia wrote in his ruling.
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Food
Cooking chat: Is it safe to eat leftover rice?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2026-01-22
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2026/01/22/questions-recipe-cooking-advice/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dining
Maison Bar a Vins is already more than a great wine bar
Matt Conroy's follow-up to Georgetown bistro Lutece is a dazzling dinner destination in Adams Morgan.

The converted Adams Morgan brownstone is typically packed at peak hours. 


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-01-22
When Matt Conroy opened Maison Bar a Vins in September, the chef hoped to offer something he never could at Lutece, the diminutive Georgetown neo-bistro he debuted in 2020 to a steady stream of accolades and reservations: a neighborhood hang. "I love having a place where you can go and celebrate a birthday or a promotion or anniversary or whatever," Conroy says, "but you can also just go and catch up with a friend and have a glass of wine."
To that end, the first floor of the Adams Morgan brownstone that houses Maison Bar a Vins is smartly divided: the front half a bright, 12-seat bar and a few high-top tables under a reflective metal ceiling reminiscent of a retro diner car; the back a dark, secluded hideaway barely lit by candles, all marble and leather with a sexy-ridiculous zebra-print rug. Even when I find myself perched at the bar, though, the night never seems to stop with a glass of wine and a light bite.
My appetite typically leads me to the escargots. An undulating coil of puff pastry arrives in a shallow bowl over a sauce with the richness of pastry cream and the lightness of a bubble bath. Unravel the buttery shell, scoop up some sauce, and reveal the treasure trove of tender snail meat and mushrooms nestled underneath, their combined earthiness almost overwhelming. It's a rich and dizzying way to start a meal, and one of my favorite dishes in the city right now.
Maison Bar a Vins: 2.5 stars (Very Good/Outstanding)
Read more about the new stars scale.
Don't miss: Tarama, carrots, escargots, brioche-stuffed chicken.
Skip: Farm greens salad, monkfish.
Prices: Small dishes $8 to $23, larger dishes $24 to $36. Prices vary with regularly changing menu.
A river of fat and dairy flows through the finest creations on this menu, built by Conroy in collaboration with chef de cuisine Jason Chavenson. One dish called tarama takes the namesake cod roe dip of Greece, folds it into whipped cream, and pipes it into a choux bun dusted with seaweed powder. Alone, the dip is too salty and the bun too sweet. Together, their flavors waver on the knife-edge of excess but never tip. This kind of maximalism keeps the pair's cooking bright and interesting in the face of so much heaviness. Roasted carrots are served under a thatch of slivered apples in a sauce made by reducing carrot juice and mixing it with spicy, salt-charged 'nduja. There's butter in the sauce, of course, giving it a lip gloss sheen, and crumbles of bracing blue cheese to wake things up.

Escargots are blanketed in luscious sauce and topped with a spiraling shell of puff pastry. 



The brioche-stuffed chicken is a standout at Maison Bar a Vins, requiring constant attention as it bakes in eight-minute increments. 


At Lutece, duck is king. When I went recently for dinner, two slices of the breast were served blushing pink alongside a dome of pastry filled with duck confit, an undeniably pleasant way to part with $48. If I had to choose my fighter, though, my money ($34) is on the chicken at Maison Bar a Vins. When was the last time a chicken breast took your breath away?
Between ivory meat and skin as dark and shiny as a canele is a cushion of brioche stained green with herbs and packed with parmesan. To nail the three distinct elements -- the skin, the stuffing, the meat -- Conroy rotates the chicken in and out of the oven in eight-minute increments to ensure it cooks at a slow, controlled pace. When he's finished, the skin is burnished and crisp, the bread is soft and plush like pudding, and the meat is so tender that Conroy says diners are often convinced it has been cooked sous vide. It's a dish almost certainly engineered to photograph well in our TikTok-tethered times, and the rare social media fodder that actually tastes as good as it looks.

Sweet roasted carrots are served under thinly sliced apples and a storm of fresh herbs. 



Cod roe is folded into whipped cream and piped into sweet choux buns for an intense, unforgettable snack. 



The beet tart is finished in a sauce fortified with triple-cream French cheese. 


At some point in the meal, a great salad would provide relief -- a gentle reminder that life cannot be all butter and cream. One of my few gripes with the menu is that the salad at Maison Bar a Vins is overdressed, overly acidic, and, worst of all, interrupted by raw spinach that steals the spotlight from the gentler, more interesting greens in the mix. I'm certain Conroy, one of the culinary minds behind the decidedly more vegetable-focused Mexican restaurant Pascual, has a better salad up his sleeve.
Alas, the lack of roughage is just a speed bump, and hey, here come a few beautifully speckled leaves of radicchio alongside the ruby ruffles of a beet tart -- albeit drenched in an unctuous sauce made with Brillat-Savarin, a triple-cream French cheese. For better and worse, the menu changes frequently to make room for new inspirations. I'll drop to my knees if the Basque cheesecake ever retires. It reminds me of soft cheese left to bake in the sun, the outer crust crumbly and dense, the center barely solid and more than a little funky, each bite tempered by the electrifying sweetness of wildflower honey pooled on the plate. My cheesecake-loving dinner date declared it one of the best he'd ever had, and I agree.

Chris Ray oversees a largely natural wine program that celebrates French producers and leaves room for exciting detours. 



The front room at Maison Bar a Vins is an airy bar meant for more casual dinner or drinks. 


Conroy's trusty co-pilot is Chris Ray, one of Washington's most celebrated and creative sommeliers. His natural-leaning wine list looks largely to France, but not without fun detours to match the restaurant's well-traveled menu. Ray has designs to show off Armenian grapes and producers as he expands the cellar at Maison Bar a Vins. As you flip through the list with a number of $400 and $500 bottles, there are also plenty of sub-$100 "school-night bottles," as Ray calls them. For my part, school nights are typically by-the-glass (most of which are under $20 here). I waited until the weekend to open a $90 fleurie from rising-star Beaujolais producer Anne-Sophie Dubois. Most cocktails are also wine-adjacent, incorporating Armagnac, madeira and, in one case, a splash of nonalcoholic gamay -- a nice way to keep the wine bar vibes going even when you're not drinking wine.
Like a number of his peers these days, Conroy seems drawn to the symbolism of a wine bar as much as the format itself, with approachable aspirations for his Adams Morgan newcomer. Surrounded by other happy diners and the bubbly front-of-house team, I can picture myself stopping in for an impromptu after-work dinner or a late glass of wine with friends. (The restaurant is open until 1 a.m. on weekends.) When I check for reservations and see nothing but 9 p.m. slots ... less so.

Conroy's menu centers on small dishes that can easily be shared over a glass or bottle. 


On the bright side, the restaurant is operating at only a fraction of its eventual capacity, with plans this summer to open the second floor for dinner reservations and to host private parties and wine tastings on the third. Until then, Conroy suffers from the same success that prompted him to open Maison Bar a Vins in the first place: too many fans, not enough seats.

The cooking at Maison Bar a Vins harnesses a flavor maximalism that cuts through the French restaurant's generous use of cream and butter. 


1834 Columbia Rd. NW. www.maisondc.com. No phone. Hours: Wednesday and Thursday, 5 p.m. to midnight; Friday and Saturday, 5 p.m. to 1 a.m.; Sunday, 5 p.m. to midnight. Sound check: 72 decibels/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: Steep stairway to entrance, steep flight of stairs to basement-level bathroom. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus; few meat-free dishes are available.
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Eat Voraciously
These spanakopita-inspired white beans are worth playing on repeat
Spinach and feta turn a pot of white beans into a meal.

Spanakopita Beans. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Daniela Galarza | 2026-01-22
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
A friend of mine loves some songs so much, he'll play them again and again, blasting, let's say, "Don't Stop Believin'" from the speakers in his living room until his wife comes home and pulls the plug. (To be fair, he only does this when no one else is around!) In his car or when using headphones, he'll regularly listen to a favorite song on repeat for hours, maybe days, as if pickling his brain in the music.
Get the recipe: Spanakopita Beans
I can relate. I go through phases with certain dishes. I'll make them multiple times a week or even multiple times a day, chasing that flavor-texture synthesis over and over. Since I was a teen, I've done this with crepes, Dutch baby pancakes, black bean soup, onion dip and grilled cheese. This year's entry into the on-repeat collection is the Greek combination of spinach and feta, most famous in the crispy, flaky pastry known as spanakopita.
I've been adding the combination of spinach, feta, scallions and parsley to scrambled eggs, Dutch babies, frittatas and stratas. I've put it on plain old toast, which I've run under the broiler to let the spinach wilt and the feta get melty. At some point, I thought: What if I gave beans the spanakopita treatment?
I started by building a base. I sauteed thinly sliced scallions in olive oil to let them sweat and take on a little color. I usually have fresh baby spinach in my refrigerator, but I decided to use a bag of frozen mature spinach leaves because I like their deeper vegetal flavor. Bonus: Using the bagged frozen leaves instead of the brick means I can add them to the pot still frozen and don't have to chop them up. They take seconds to defrost and cook down, picking up the flavor of the scallions and some garlic. Parsley went in next as I let the excess liquid from the spinach evaporate.

Ingredients for Spanakopita Beans. (Lauren Bulbin/The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


Next, I picked two cans of cannellini beans out of my pantry, popped them open, and drained and rinsed them in a strainer over the sink. They went in along with a cup of vegetable broth. After a few minutes, the familiar smell of spanakopita started wafting out of the pot, and I knew I was close. All that was left was to add lemon juice, feta, salt and pepper.
I liked this dish most when some of the feta melted into the spinach-coated beans and some stayed cool and pristine on top. A bit more parsley and a drizzle of olive oil were nice finishing touches.
The first time I made it, I used fresh, warmed pita to scoop it out of the pot. The second time, I served it with pita chips. I've also served it atop rice, thinly sliced romaine leaves and boiled-and-smashed potatoes, and, once for breakfast, with a fried egg on top. What can I say? I've got spanakopita playing on repeat.
Get the recipe: Spanakopita Beans
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: He treats me badly, and my friends hate him. Why can't I leave?
Retiree "can't get up the nerve to leave" a man who micromanages, criticizes and judges constantly.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-01-22
Dear Sahaj: I am retired. My former husband and my subsequent long-term partner both died. I've been with S for five years now. He refuses to marry me, claiming the reason is that he is so much wealthier than me. He has no children, by choice, and says it's because he doesn't want any of his money to get to my now adult kids. He has a temper, is uncompromising and judgmental, and has managed to seriously offend most of my dearest long-term friends, who wonder why I remain with him. Remaining in this relationship is difficult for me, as I feel micromanaged, put down and criticized much of the time.
I have a therapist, who believes he compromises my mental health. She thinks my depression would improve if I left him, but I'm fearful of ending up alone, as many older people do. I don't know why I can't get up the nerve to leave him! I have my own nice place, a secure but small income, a loving son living nearby and long-term friends. What's holding me back from leaving him?
-- Stuck
Stuck: As I see it, you have already survived profound loss, and it's possible you (and your nervous system!) are choosing "known pain" over an uncertain sense of safety. There is something predictable about being with S -- even if it hurts you -- that feels safer and more certain than living alone.
But that's not romance. That's survival.
I want you to tune into that part of you that wants to stay in this relationship. Go inward and be gentle with yourself, but be really honest about what is keeping you here. Is that part of you scared of not having daily or romantic companionship? Is that part of you waiting and hoping for him to change his mind or soften his behavior? Is it because you firmly believe that when you commit in a relationship (as you did with your ex-partner), you must stick out the good and bad no matter what? Is it a belief that as you age you become less worthy of kind, committed love?
This part of you isn't logical. It doesn't care about what others think. It is scared and is protecting you from something. I encourage you to work with your therapist to figure out what that something is.
Then, instead of asking, "Why can't I leave?" start asking yourself what staying is costing you. What needs have you silenced since being with him? How have you changed in the relationship? What do others (those you trust) see about this dynamic that you can start to listen to? Decisions become clearer when you stop focusing on the fear of leaving and start accounting for the cost of staying. Even more, think about what you would tell one of your long-term friends if they wrote to you with this same question. I have a feeling you know what you want to do, but you're seeking some sort of permission or an overwhelming emotional readiness to do it.
But readiness isn't a feeling. It's a choice. When I work with clients who want to make a painful change, ambivalence is often the space between preparation and action. Attachment and harm coexist, and grief and hope live in the same space. You have to decide if the attachment can outweigh the harm. It won't matter how often others try to love you into seeing this relationship for what it is ... you have to be the one who decides to take action.
Patterns of chronic criticism, control and power imbalance can erode a person's sense of self over time. When a relationship consistently makes you feel smaller, that harm deserves to be taken seriously -- regardless of intent. Your loved ones are waiting for you to see what they see so clearly. I hope you can take some time to really befriend the part of you that is keeping you in this relationship and ask her to play a different role -- one that helps you grieve, be brave and plan your next steps. But only if that is what you really want for yourself.
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Home & Design
Two friends are on a quest to catalogue every living thing in Maryland
The Maryland Biodiversity Project has documented 22,000 species and counting.

(Photo by Jay Thompson)


By Ashley Stimpson | 2026-01-22

Jim Brighton, left, and Bill Hubick. (Jay Thompson)


Birding buddies Jim Brighton and Bill Hubick were taking a walk in the woods north of Annapolis in the summer of 2012 when they stumbled upon a knee-high plant studded with yellow, star-shaped flowers. Neither could identify the delicate plant, so they took a photo and planned to look it up later.
That turned out to be a challenge. Brighton consulted his plant guides only to find that quite a few yellow, star-shaped flowers grow in the region. He turned to the U.S. Agriculture Department's online plant atlas -- iNaturalist was barely a blip on the internet back then -- but the site lacked a single entry for Maryland.
"I got pretty frustrated," he says. But he also got an idea. Together with Hubick, "we decided we were going to develop a website that would give people a list -- as complete as possible -- of all the living things in the state."

A cypress weevil in Calvert County, Maryland, in April. The weevil was Jim Brighton's 5,000th documented species in the Maryland Biodiversity Project. (Jim Brighton)


Almost 15 years later, the Maryland Biodiversity Project (MBP) has catalogued more than 22,000 species across the Old Line State, from fruit flies to fir trees and beyond. More than 32,000 volunteer naturalists have contributed to the now-massive database, but none more than Brighton, who last year celebrated his 5,000th documented species, a cypress weevil in Calvert County. (Hubick isn't far behind, with some 3,400.)
The project has grown from a simple checklist of creatures into a community of devoted citizen scientists who take part in spider safaris, warbler walks and other data-collecting field trips. Meanwhile, the observations they gather have become a vital resource for the agencies charged with protecting the state's most vulnerable creatures.
Both Hubick and Brighton were drawn to nature as kids.
"My nickname was Billy the Bug because I was always flipping over rocks to see what was underneath," Hubick says.
The 48-year-old software developer recalls a childhood bedroom full of 10-gallon tanks "with anything I could get my hands on" and a backyard swimming pool turned turtle pond. Later, when a stint in the military took him to Hawaii, an encounter with an albatross sparked an obsessive birding habit.

A least bittern in Frederick County in 2007. (Bill Hubick)


Brighton, an Eastern Shore native, was "an outdoors kid," whose biology teacher grandfather taught him to notice the flora and fauna near their Dorchester County home, a practice he says gave way to list-keeping. "I would keep lists of everything I saw," he says, "when I saw it, how many I saw, and who was with me."
Hubick and Brighton met in 2005, not in Maryland but in Canada, where each had arrived separately looking for Arctic owls that had wandered further south than usual. "We ended up in the same bar," says Brighton, who is 54 and does finishing work at Hinckley Bachelor Point, a boatyard in Oxford.

An oakworm moth. (Jim Brighton)


They recognized "the collector's gene" in each other, Brighton says, and began spending much of their free time in the wild and wooded corners of Maryland, logging as many species as they could count, including birds and bugs as well as butterflies and dragonflies. "We always joked our car could break down on the side of the road anywhere, and we could keep ourselves busy all day."
Through these rambles, Brighton and Hubick befriended Maryland's most knowledgeable naturalists, who often helped them identify what they found. But there were plenty of minnows, mites and mosses that no one could name. For years, the men discussed the need for a crowdsourced database. But they didn't act on the idea until they spied that dainty yellow flower -- a whorled loosestrife, they know now.
Brighton and Hubick didn't have to wait long to find out if their fellow naturalists would take part in their project, which in the early years relied on submissions through the photo-sharing website Flickr.
"It was actually too successful too quickly," Brighton says. At one point, there were 23,000 submissions that needed to be carefully vetted for accuracy. "We weren't sure how we would get through it all. It weighed on us a lot."
Maintaining the integrity of the data was paramount, Hubick says, "but no one is an expert on all the species in Maryland. So how do you, especially before the tools that exist today, verify the ID of these challenging plants or wasps or whatever? That was hard. The scale and scope were crushing."

Whorled loosestrife. (Bill Hubick)


At first, they relied on their growing network of expert naturalists, slowly digging their way through the slush pile of species while both working full-time jobs. But in 2020, Hubick and Brighton decided to collaborate with another increasingly popular crowdsourced biodiversity project, iNaturalist. Today, Maryland entries approved on that site are automatically sent into a queue for the MBP database, where a community curator reviews them for inclusion.
This insistence on pristine data is one reason the database is so valuable to conservation efforts, according to Jason McNees, an information manager for the Maryland Natural Heritage Program, an agency tasked with tracking the state's rare, threatened and endangered species.
"They curate a lot of trusted data, and trusted is the important word there," he says.
While there might be fewer completely new discoveries to document these days, high-quality observations of even common species remain a powerful tool for scientists to track trends over time.
McNees says the agency's biologists turn to the MBP database to get a baseline of the population and distribution of a certain species, and also to help figure out where and when to conduct their own surveys.
"We have a limited number of staff spread across the state," McNees says. "So this data is a huge resource that increases our capacity in some really good ways."
For some amateur naturalists, including James Tyler Bell, taking part in the MBP has helped dislodge them from their ecological comfort zones.
Bell, a retired science technician with the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, used to snap photos for the MBP while he was doing field work for his day job.
"My focus was strictly on birds," he says. Now he enjoys getting to know other species around his St. Mary's County home. Bell began noticing moths. Then beetles. Then slime molds. He's now documented more than 2,000 species for the MBP.

A southern flying squirrel in Anne Arundel County in 2013. (Bill Hubick)


"It opened up my vision of the ecosystem as a whole," Bell says.
As for Hubick and Brighton, the logistical grunt work of running the massive database hasn't tempered their outdoor escapades. Quite the opposite. "It's been like lighter fluid on a fire," Hubick says.
"I went from being a birder to someone who hasn't used their binoculars in a long time," Brighton says. "There's just so much, and I want to see it all."

A yellow-throated warbler. (Jim Brighton)


He's well on his way. Brighton has entered more than 61,000 records in the MBP database. All of this work has given him a newfound sense of gratitude for the place he calls home.
"Maryland is awesome. You can go from 3,000-foot mountains to tidal marsh in 31/2 hours," Brighton says. "I've gained an incredible appreciation for what we have."
Ashley Stimpson is a freelance writer in Columbia, Maryland.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/home/2026/01/22/maryland-biodiversity-project-citizen-scientists/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Travel
I wanted my daughter to understand me, so I took her to Africa
A safari in Tanzania showed the author that her teenager is ready to leave the nest.

(Lisa Lednicer/TWP)


By Lisa Lednicer | 2026-01-22
TARANGIRE NATIONAL PARK, Tanzania -- Our first day in East Africa is everything I envisioned. My 17-year-old daughter, Rachel, and I rise just after the sun, clamber into our guide's vehicle and track game.
We're here for the great migration, when wildebeests, zebras and other animals venture from the southern Serengeti to the Masai Mara in Kenya. As we jounce over rutted roads, our guide steers us to clusters of elephants and zebras.
He points at a warthog and says the Kiswahili word "pumbaa" -- "Like 'The Lion King'!" Rachel says -- and we see that some zebras appear to have dark brown stripes while the stripes on others look inky black.
We return to our safari camp in time for dinner, which is served in an open-air tent. As we finish our dessert of bananas and watermelon, I sigh.

A mud-splattered safari vehicle after a night of rain. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)



A line of safari vehicles in Tanzania. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)



The writer with her daughter, Rachel. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)


"Refreshing," I say.
"Just like this trip," she answers.
She and I need this adventure. I'm sad that she's about to graduate from high school and that this phase of parenting is coming to an end. She's  a ball of stress as she tries to keep up her grades while waiting to hear where she'll go to school this fall. Every day, it seems, I think of some life lesson I need to teach her, some discussion we need to have before she's no longer under my roof.
When Rachel was young, I promised her that one day Mommy would take her to Africa. The continent has been a part of my life since my mid-20s, when I left the States to teach school in Namibia two years after it won independence from South Africa. It was one of the world's youngest democracies at the time, and I arrived with a wave of Americans to help the country transition to English as the sole official language. I volunteered with a nongovernmental organization based in Boston, and almost no one in my group was a professional teacher. But we all were required to have four-year university degrees.

Safari vehicles surround an elephant crossing the road. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)



Lisa Lednicer and Rachel DeSilver next to a baobab tree in Tarangire. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)



Rachel takes photos while on a trip to eastern Africa with her mother. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)


We got three weeks of cultural and teacher training, then were let loose in our villages to structure lessons as we saw fit. I set up English-conversation classes for adults; started a school library for students; helped design a nationwide secondary school curriculum; and co-taught classes in several subjects. During the holiday break, I hitchhiked all over southern Africa, spending Christmas with a Zimbabwean family and skinny-dipping on New Year's Day in Lake Malawi. I rode a steam train from Bulawayo to Victoria Falls and climbed to the top of Table Mountain overlooking Cape Town.
Back in Namibia, I taught my students folk songs from the 1960s. A teacher I worked with named his daughter after me.
I staggered through a hike across the Fish River Canyon after most of my group took off, leaving me with only dried fruit and two packets of soup. I took photos of the sand dunes at Sossusvlei and drove with other volunteers through Etosha National Park in a beat-up Land Rover, gaping at the zebras and giraffes close enough to touch.
After Rachel was born, I sang her African lullabies and dressed her in brightly colored outfits a friend of mine had brought back from Kenya. As she grew older, I told her about Namibia in bits and pieces, trying to give her a glimpse of what Mom was like when all she needed was a backpack and a passport to explore Africa. I wanted to teach her to embrace adventure, to keep her mind open to new experiences and possibilities.
I wasn't worried about her ability to handle herself. We travel well together, and she's never been one to shrink from a challenge. This is a kid who wouldn't wear dresses in elementary school because, she said, it was too hard to climb trees. Who refused my offer to end a hike on a searingly hot day the summer she turned 5. Who hopped a plane to visit her boyfriend in Milan last year without a second thought.
She's a teenager. She's a young woman. She's exasperating. She's the best of me.

Lisa Lednicer on the sand dunes at Sossusvlei in the 1990s. (Lisa Lednicer)


I could have taken her to Namibia, but I wanted to explore a different part of Africa, and I thought we'd be on more equal footing if we were both in unfamiliar territory rather than back to a place I'd been, with me constantly plying her with memories. Despite our limited time -- 12 days, with two days of travel on either end -- I hoped to show her what I felt when I lived there: joy, frustration, acceptance, contentment.
As it turns out, we experience everything I experienced in southern Africa: Power outages. Short showers, because the hot water would run out. British expressions. Persistent flies. Night skies bright enough to read by.
The life lessons begin before we leave the States. I forget my raincoat, essential for Tanzania's seasonal downpours. Rachel forgets her malaria pills, even after the dire warnings I gave about volunteers who had died of the disease. As usual, she doesn't tell me that she left them behind until she's figured out a solution: We'll divide my pill supply, then take hers when we get back.
Once we land in Tanzania, our days fall into a predictable pattern: up at sunrise or shortly after; breakfasts of fruit, pastries, bacon and sausage; then hours of looking for game, passing acacia trees whose tops look as if they've been leveled with an offset spatula. We take a walking safari, accompanied by Maasai guides with rifles who teach us the difference between elephant dung (big and scone-shaped) and giraffe poop (round and small, like marbles).
On the drive back to camp, we watch kilometer after kilometer of khaki-colored sand roll by, spotted with shredded branches that elephants had torn out of the earth to eat the leaves.
Memories of Namibia flood through me as I tell Rachel about the baby named after me. "She'd be grown by now," I say, "with children of her own."

The dining area at Honeyguide Tarangire Camp in Tarangire National Park. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)



Wildebeests as seen from the safari guide's vehicle. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)


The days are not without hiccups. On the first night, we try to plug our phones in and discover that we don't have the right converters. We'd been told that the camp has WiFi, but the network is down -- something about a faulty satellite.
"I get antsy when I can't communicate with people," Rachel says. "My friends will think I've dropped off."
"That is exactly the point," I feel like hissing, but I restrain myself. "A lot of Africa is about waiting," I say.
After three days in Tarangire National Park, our guide drives us to the Ngorongoro Crater, an otherworldly volcanic caldera located in a UNESCO World Heritage site. We cross the Great Rift Valley, and Rachel remarks that the scenery reminds her of the road she took to the Turkish coast during a trip with her best friends almost two years ago.
Listen to yourself, I say. Pretty soon you'll start comparing every new place to someplace you've been before.
We pose for photos at the top, then descend into the crater itself, where we see hippos, a line of flamingos, a cluster of guinea fowl, blacksmith plovers and gray crowned cranes. We agree that, from a distance, the trees hard against the north rim look like broccoli florets. Rachel says the crater is the most beautiful thing she's ever seen.
"I'd rather do something like this instead of staying at a five-star resort in the Bahamas," she says.
I silently cheer.
Our last stop is the Serengeti. We take a prop plane to an airstrip, where our new guide greets us with cashews, cookies and champagne.
Over the next few days, I point out to her how different the ground looks: Some sections are covered in velvety grass with shallow pools here and there. Mountains -- tall hills, really -- frame the landscape. Our hot-air balloon ride is canceled, which dismays Rachel, then gets rescheduled after the all-day rain stops. Aloft, we drift past a lake, safari tents and dirt roads carved out by tire tracks. For the third time on this trip, she thanks me for bringing her here.
I'm the one who should be thanking her. She's impressed me with her poise and resilience: Her ankles are covered by mosquito bites and the flies won't leave her alone, but she doesn't complain -- even after she finds a roach in her bed one night.
And I notice something else: She -- not me -- is the one people focus on. On Christmas Eve, the staff at our first migration camp bake a cake and bring it to our table. She blows out the candles, and the other guests think it's her birthday. Then she goes around to each table and offers them the remaining pieces. At the end of our stay there, one of the staff members insists on taking her photo, saying that everyone is sad Rachel is leaving.

Rachel in Tarangire. (Lisa Lednicer/The Washington Post)


Throughout the trip, she avoids Americans and chats up families from Denmark, Italy and Germany. She tells me that she's happy to be with me but loves traveling alone because it's less stressful when she has only herself to worry about.
On our last night in Tanzania, she asks the migration camp manager how to say "Cheers!" in Kiswahili.
"Gonga," he replies. "Maisha marefu." He says the second part means that you wish someone a long life.
We clink our glasses. I urge her to get a job in her 20s that will take her all over the world.
"I'll miss you," I say.
"You can visit me," she answers.
I want her to squeeze every last bit out of life, even if it takes her far away from home. I want her to come right back to Virginia after college and live near me forever.
Years ago, when she was a toddler, we took a walk down our street in Portland, Oregon. All of a sudden she started racing ahead, without so much as a glance backward.
"Look," I said to my husband as I started to cry. "She's already running away from us."
"If we play our cards right, she'll come back," he replied.
I've given you your wings, my girl. Now, go fly.

Lisa Lednicer in Tarangire, where the days were warm and the nights pleasantly cool. (Rachel DeSilver)
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Advice
Miss Manners: A rude guest ruins grandma's gatherings
Letter writer's grandmother won't correct a friend's rude behavior, so her monthly gatherings are suffering.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-01-22
Dear Miss Manners: Elevators have been in existence, I believe, for more than 150 years, but there does not seem to be a system of accepted manners related to them.
It is true that we no longer dance around in the elevator so as to allow all the women to get out before the men. There is, however, pandemonium on first floors, when people wishing to board will not wait for occupants to get off. The expressions on their faces indicate they are astonished to find that the machine contains passengers!
I am going to give you my solution and petition you for approval of my actions, which I believe will correct the problem over time.
I am a 6-foot man, and when I stick out my elbows, I pretty much fill the space between the doors. When the doors open, if I note any inclination for those outside to crowd in, I spread my arms and say in a loud voice, "It is not polite to crowd in when people are coming out."
Do I have your approval for this behavior, and do you think it will prove to be effective?
You do not -- firstly, because you are going to elbow some unsuspecting person in the face, and secondly, because it is rude to correct another's manners.
Both problems can be avoided if you instead say, "Excuse us, people coming out, please." If the announcement is made in a booming voice, it will be surprising enough to render the physical barrier of sticking out your arms unnecessary.
Even so, Miss Manners does not see this solving the problem everywhere and for all time, unless you plan to spend an awful lot of time in elevators.
Dear Miss Manners: Once a month, my grandmother hosts a group of friends at her house for a chat and an afternoon tea. She loves the company and the catch-up, as they are all older and can't get out much, especially since covid.
I noticed one guest is very snippety and degrading to the rest of the group, but my grandmother says it isn't her place to say anything.
I noticed the group declining in numbers and coming up with reasons not to come. My grandmother is angry at her friends for not coming over. I gently hint that if someone is being rude, and the hostess does not ask them to be more mindful, then yes, people will stop coming.
However, she tells me I am wrong and that a hostess doesn't tell anyone to, in my generation's words, "stay in their lane."
How can I get my grandmother to understand this before she loses the friends altogether?
Forgive this grandmother for not understanding what you are asking yours to do. Miss Manners hopes it is not to commit the unpardonable rudeness of calling out a guest's rudeness to her face. (The guest's face, that is. Once the guest is gone, you are free to try to convince your grandmother that this guest is scaring away her other friends.)
You might be more successful if you say that that person is not to everyone's taste, and perhaps Grandmama can socialize with her one-on-one and convene a more like-minded group for afternoon teas.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Wife wants out of marriage, but husband is sick
She'd rather be alone, but her husband was recently diagnosed with Parkinson's.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-01-22
Dear Eric: I've been with my husband for 25 years. Twenty of those years I spent being a mother and a grandmother and a full-time employee. I had a nervous breakdown after my second child passed away from illness and I wanted to move away, but not with my husband. He insisted on coming. But ultimately, I did not find another position and ended up retiring.
We recently found out that my husband has been on the spectrum with Asperger's.
While I was busy living my life, it didn't affect me as much that he's unable to show affection or thought about anyone else, but now that we live together it's bothering me. Plus, he was recently diagnosed with Parkinson's. I just don't want to be together. I'd rather be alone, but feel so guilty about wanting him to leave. I just don't know what to do.
-- Lonely But Not On My Own
Lonely: It's possible to process all of this with your husband, even though you have different communication styles. Seek out a couple's therapist who has experience working with neurodivergent people.
It sounds like you're still working through a heavy load of grief. That's very understandable. But grief can often cloud our decision-making or lead us to solutions that don't address the root issue.
I'm not saying that you have to stay with your husband. It's not for me to say. But you may find yourself just as unhappy away from him as you are with him if you're not also tending to your emotional health.
A therapist can help you both put words to your emotions and make plans for the future that keep you both safe, healthy and hopefully happier
Dear Eric: My husband and I have a blended family with five adult children between us. They all get along.
One of these "children" lives with anxiety (which all are sensitive to). However, on every visit, she demands that all of the attention be focused on her and her dramas at work, in relationships, in her health, her bodily functions and so on. When others try to divert the attention elsewhere, they are accused of not supporting her and she either storms off or dissolves in tears.
She is in therapy and on and off the appropriate medications, but she is completely unaware of her impact on others. Her dad has gently spoken to her about being more self-aware, and she then attacks him and says he never takes her side and melts down.
Then punishes him by icing him for weeks by not responding to his contacting her. What can we do to keep our gatherings warm and happy?
-- Exhausted but Trying
Trying: Since the conversation between her and her dad didn't go over well, your husband might ask if this is a conversation they can have together with her therapist. Neither of them is feeling heard, but her response shuts down the possibility of moving past the miscommunication and finding a solution.
Some parts of her personality may just be things the family needs to accept. But, at the same time, she's an adult and can withstand hearing feedback. A successful gathering depends on everyone bringing themselves and their self-awareness into the room. Tell your stepdaughter that you're trying to make the gatherings successful for everyone and that you need her help to make that happen. If she can't or won't participate, then the gatherings may not be where she wants to be at this time.
Dear Eric: I really like my husband, however, when we go to bed at night and are reading next to each other, he is just constantly moving. Itching his beard, slowly rubbing his calf against his other knee so that his leg hair makes a strange noise (just ... why?), and other random things.
He's not normally a fidgeter, only at this one moment of the day.
He only responds to gentle requests by stopping for around 45 seconds, and if I ask more than once, he's annoyed. Any advice?
-- No Rest
No Rest: It might be easiest to adjust your pre-bedtime rituals. It sounds like this fidgeting is his way of getting his body ready for bed. Who knows why any of us do the things we do. But his annoyance is likely coming from the fact that he doesn't mean anything by it and it helps him relax.
That said, your annoyance is also valid. Everyone's entitled to weird body stuff and everyone's entitled to annoyance sometimes.
What happens if you read elsewhere before bed? Or he does? Try to experiment together with your pre-bed rituals, rather than forcing solutions that might not work for everyone. Framing any changes as experiments allows you both to report back on what you liked and didn't like and go from there.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
My teen wrote a mean song about me. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-01-22
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Food
You asked: What's the best cheese for mac and cheese?
What cheese should you use in mac and cheese? We answered this reader question.

Macaroni and Cheese With Parmesan Breadcrumbs. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2026-01-22
What cheeses do you recommend for mac and cheese?
This is a question we received in one of our live weekly chats, where we help you level up your skills in the kitchen.
Traditionally featuring elbow macaroni enrobed in a cheesy sauce, mac and cheese is a dish that is easy to love. The most straightforward of recipes will call only for cheddar, which, while lovely on its own, can result in a dish that's one-dimensional. For an even better mac and cheese, use a combination of cheeses for layers of the flavor.
Generally speaking, which types you include is a matter of personal preference. However, the main characteristic you want to consider is how smoothly a cheese melts into a sauce.
A cheese's meltability is influenced by a number of factors, including levels of fat and moisture. Higher-fat cheeses, such as brie or blue cheese, generally melt easier than lower-fat ones, such as cottage cheese or ricotta. Drier cheeses, such as aged cheddars or parmesan, won't melt as well as those with higher moisture content, but some cooks still include them in the mix for flavor. And then there are some types of cheese -- I'm looking at you, Halloumi and feta -- that may only soften and not turn into a smooth, luxurious sauce, but even that won't deter some cooks.
Some of my personal favorites to include in mac and cheese are various types of cheddar, Gouda (I particularly love the smoked variety) and Monterey Jack. Some people also like to incorporate mozzarella for a good cheese-pull moment. And for the creamiest possible mac and cheese, I recommend incorporating a processed cheese, such as American cheese or Velveeta, in the blend. (Trust me on this.) These types of cheese contain sodium citrate, a melting salt, which can turn any type of cheese into a smooth sauce.
Whatever cheese you decide to go with, remember to shred your own (bagged shredded cheese typically includes additives to prevent clumping, but they can also hinder melting); add it to the sauce in small amounts; and do not boil the sauce, which can cause it to break.
	Macaroni and Cheese With Parmesan Breadcrumbs
	Classic Macaroni and Cheese
	Soul Food Macaroni and Cheese
	Patti LaBelle's Mac and Cheese
	'Nduja Mac and Cheese
	Gnocchi Mac and Cheese
	Kimchi Mac and Cheese
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Movies
The biggest Oscar nominations snubs and surprises in 2026
"Sinners" sets a record, "Wicked: For Good" loses out, and category fraud is still a thing.

Michael B. Jordan appears as twins Smoke and Stack in "Sinners," which earned 16 Oscar nominations, the most any film has ever received. (Warner Bros. Pictures/AP)


By Sonia Rao, Jada Yuan | 2026-01-22
Ryan Coogler's box-office-smashing vampire film "Sinners" broke yet another record Thursday when it landed 16 Oscar nominations -- the most of any film in history, besting the 14-nod totals earned by 1950's "All About Eve," 1997's "Titanic" and 2016's "La La Land."
The feat is especially remarkable given the perceived bias among awards bodies against horror and genre flicks. But the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences displayed a willingness to share the wealth this time around, doling out nominations· to a wide array of films.
A few titles expected to dominate did exactly that: Paul Thomas Anderson's action-packed thriller "One Battle After Another" trailed "Sinners" with 13 nominations; Josh Safdie's table tennis caper "Marty Supreme," Guillermo del Toro's gothic fantasy "Frankenstein" and Joachim Trier's family drama "Sentimental Value" each earned nine; and Chloe Zhao's heart-wrenching adaptation of "Hamnet" landed eight. (It should be noted that "Sinners" and "One Battle" were both distributed by Warner Bros., a significant achievement for a studio on the brink of being acquired by Netflix.) Cast nominations boosted each total, as they triumphed over actors from movies such as "Wicked: For Good," which was entirely snubbed.
Amy Madigan's grassroots campaigning for "Weapons" paid off, as her supporting-actress nod joined a decent amount of recognition for smaller candidates. Tunisia's "The Voice of Hind Rajab," for instance, appeared in best international feature over South Korea's "No Other Choice," helmed by legendary director Park Chan-wook. The documentary category honored "Come See Me in the Good Light," a film about the late poet Andrea Gibson, alongside more widely seen titles such as "The Perfect Neighbor" and "The Alabama Solution."
While there are a number of front-runners in each race -- best actress is probably between Golden Globe winners Jessie Buckley for "Hamnet" and Rose Byrne for "If I Had Legs I'd Kick You," for instance -- it feels like the other major races are anyone's game. Will "Sinners" thrive at the March 15 ceremony, or might "One Battle" -- which has won far more precursor awards for best picture -- come for its crown? Will Coogler become the first Black filmmaker to win best director? Is "Marty Supreme" star Timothee Chalamet about to be one of the youngest best-actor winners of all time, or will "Blue Moon" lead Ethan Hawke swipe the honor?
Here are our thoughts on some of the biggest snubs and surprises among nominations for the 98th Academy Awards, which will be hosted by returning comedian Conan O'Brien.

Ariana Grande, who did not get an Oscar nomination for her role in "Wicked: For Good," is seen arriving to the Golden Globes on Jan. 11. (Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)


The "Wicked" franchise seems to have worn out its welcome -- or else the Academy just decided that the 10 nominations the Broadway musical adaptation got last year were plenty. "Wicked: For Good" emerged Thursday with a shocking zero (zip! zilch!) nominations.
Ariana Grande, considered a strong contender for best supporting actress for her emotional turn as Glinda when the movie released around Thanksgiving, didn't make the cut. Nor did her co-star Cynthia Erivo in lead actress, or either of the movie's original songs, "The Girl in the Bubble" and "No Place Like Home." Those Stephen Schwartz tunes were bested by ever-reliable Diane Warren and two slightly out-of-left-field entries: "Sweet Dreams of Joy" from "Viva Verdi!," a documentary about opera singers in Milan, and the title track from "Train Dreams" -- a Nick Cave song, so maybe that's not much of a surprise.
When "Wicked: For Good" got blanked for production design and costume design, the two awards it won in 2025, its chances started looking bleak. Did director Jon M. Chu and Universal Pictures make a mistake by breaking the film into two halves? From a box office perspective, no. But maybe it's a sign that future Oscars aspirants should keep their movies to under five hours total. -- Jada Yuan

Kate Hudson appears alongside Hugh Jackman in a scene from "Song Sung Blue." (Sarah Shatz/AP)


While Kate Hudson's nomination for her role in "Song Sung Blue" isn't unearned, it is a surprise that she landed a spot in the best-actress race over buzzier, more emotionally charged performances by Amanda Seyfried in "The Testament of Ann Lee" and Jennifer Lawrence in "Die My Love."
In the musical biopic directed by Craig Brewer, Hudson plays a Wisconsin woman who joins her husband, portrayed by Hugh Jackman, in performing as the Neil Diamond tribute band Lightning & Thunder. The film works because of Hudson, who anchors every twist and turn in the narrative with nuanced emotion and heartfelt singing. (Her slightly husky voice is something to behold.)
But still, wow! The Academy has deemed this the moment to quit underestimating the former rom-com star. -- Sonia Rao

Chase Infiniti, pictured at the Golden Globes last month, was expected to land a nomination for her role in "One Battle After Another." (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


Every year, actors commit what's known as "category fraud," also known as running in a supporting category even though you were clearly a co-lead (or vice versa). It helps avoid two actors from the same movie winding up in the same category and canceling out each other's votes, or allows someone a leg up in what might be an easier category to win. The technique worked out great in 2025 for Kieran Culkin in "A Real Pain" and Zoe Saldana in "Emilia Perez," both the juiciest parts of their respective movies, with ample screen time. But there seems to be a backlash.
Grande, who's arguably the lead of "Wicked: For Good," didn't repeat her supporting-actress nomination. Paul Mescal got left out of the love for "Hamnet" in a crowded supporting-actor race. (Stellan Skarsgard is still favored to win best supporting actor, even though many have complained he's the film's male lead. He's also 74, has never won an Oscar and is campaigning like crazy.) And Chase Infiniti, who lobbied for lead actress for "One Battle," was the only one of the actors predicted to get nominated from that film to miss out. She had run in that category, rumor had it, largely so that Teyana Taylor (who got nominated) and Regina Hall (who didn't) would have a chance in the supporting-actress race.
In the end, lead actress feels like all lead roles, and there's not a whiff of fraud to be found in the supporting category, which includes the surprise nomination of Elle Fanning (who missed out last year for "A Complete Unknown") alongside her Norwegian "Sentimental Value" co-star Inga Ibsdotter Lilleaas. -- J.Y.

Wagner Moura appears in "The Secret Agent." (Neon/AP)


It was a pleasantly shocking nomination in casting -- the first new Oscars category in 25 years -- that assured fans of "The Secret Agent" that the movie was going to do well. Brazilian director Kleber Mendonca Filho's political thriller, set in 1977, about a man trying to find connection and live while on the run from the country's military dictatorship, has the most fantastic array of faces, including a knockout performance from Tania Maria, a 79-year-old whom the New York Times credited with incredible "cigarette acting" and whose only other credit is another Mendonca Filho film.
The movie's theme of a populace resisting authoritarians has resonated with Hollywood, which tends to lean liberal. Its star, Wagner Moura, is considered a strong contender for lead actor, even against a dominant Chalamet. And the film also picked up a best-picture nomination, which at least leaves it in a great position to win best international feature. -- J.Y.

Delroy Lindo, seen here in "Sinners," earned an Oscar nomination after he was skipped over five years ago for his performance in "Da 5 Bloods." (Warner Bros. Pictures/AP)


Delroy Lindo landed a nomination for best supporting actor, joining "Sinners" lead Michael B. Jordan and supporting actress Wunmi Mosaku in being recognized by the Academy. While a number of critics singled out Lindo for his dynamic performance as a hard-drinking harmonica player who helps fend off bloodthirsty White vampires in 1930s Mississippi, he hasn't appeared in most precursor races. This well-deserved nomination is a pleasant surprise, especially arriving a handful of years after Lindo was widely considered to be snubbed for his acclaimed performance in the 2020 Spike Lee joint "Da 5 Bloods." -- S. R.

South Korean filmmaker Park Chan-wook, pictured at the recent Golden Globes, did not appear among the Oscars' best director nominees. (Michael Tran/AFP/Getty Images)


What does a raging genius of a Korean film director need to do to be nominated around here? In "No Other Choice," Park made a searing black comedy about unemployment -- the laid-off protagonist, played by Lee Byung-hun, realizes that the only way he'll get a job is to "eliminate" his competition -- with universal relatability. He's never been nominated despite being idolized by del Toro, Quentin Tarantino and Lee (who remade his movie "Oldboy").
Fans of the movie had high hopes he might squeeze into best director, but the Academy passed Park over even for international feature, just as they did in 2022 with the Hitchcock-inspired "Decision to Leave" and 2016 for his lush period drama "The Handmaiden." Is he too gleeful about violence? Too perverse? Park's snub means that his distributor, Neon, won't have a historic clean sweep of the five international slots.
In good news, Neon's film "Sirat," from French-Spanish director Oliver Laxe, about EDM ravers in the Moroccan desert at what may be the end of the world, seems to have strong support. (It also got nominated for best sound.)
And the one spoiler to Neon's reign is "The Voice of Hind Rajab," which uses real voice recordings of a 6-year-old Gazan child's distress to an emergency center after Israeli forces killed her family members by furiously firing at their car -- a film that's perhaps too powerful to ignore. -- J.Y.

A scene from "F1." (Apple TV)


A blind spot among Oscar pundits seems to have been the populist appeal of an exhilarating movie about the global phenomenon of Formula One car racing, starring Brad Pitt and readily available for streaming on Apple TV -- which put its entire tech-infused marketing budget behind its only horse in this race. "F1" came away with four nominations, including best picture, which is something of a coup given that it was mainly seen as a contender for the below-the-line categories it easily qualified for: film editing, sound and visual effects.
Getting into the best-picture lineup seems to have come at the expense of Jafar Panahi's "It Was Just an Accident," the director's incredible Palme d'Or winner based on his time as a jailed political dissident in Iran's infamous Evin Prison. Panahi's film had been dismayingly losing steam with the industry, and he also missed out on best director, but the film's nominations for original screenplay and international feature allowed its fans to take a small breath of relief. -- J.Y.

Eva Victor appears in "Sorry Baby," which they wrote, directed and star in. (Mia Cioffy Henry/A24/AP)


When Golden Globes presenter Julia Roberts received a standing ovation simply for being Julia Roberts, she used the moment to highlight a lesser-known filmmaker: Eva Victor, the writer-director and star of "Sorry, Baby." Victor has earned a considerable amount of buzz for their comedic drama about recovering from trauma (which was inspired by their own sexual assault), including awards from the National Board of Review and nominations for the upcoming Film Independent Spirit Awards.
While the film was always a long shot in major categories, many hoped it would appear in the original screenplay category, which has traditionally been a place for indie screenwriters to shine. Alas, it did not. Onward. -- S.R.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Enjoy a discounted dinner during two Virginia restaurant weeks, discover a new play at a theater festival, cheer for monster trucks or go on a sober bar crawl.

(Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-01-22
This weekend finds Alexandria and Falls Church celebrating their  restaurant weeks, even as the area-wide Metropolitan Washington Winter Restaurant Week continues. It's a busy time for theater buffs, as the Folger Shakespeare Library toasts the Bard during its four-day Reading Room Festival, and Studio Theatre hosts the New Pages, New Stages festival --  teaming with four other theaters to showcase staged readings of new works. Whisky lovers are donning kilts in anticipation of Burns Night, the annual celebration of Scotland's national poet, which features poetry, bagpipes and wee drams. Elsewhere, don't miss the country's biggest cocktail competition for women, monster trucks, a sober bar crawl and a last-chance vintage clothing sale.
Editor's note: Odds are rising for one of D.C.'s biggest winter storms in years. Expect closures and cancellations, and check social media before heading out or making plans.
The Reading Room Festival at the Folger Shakespeare Library
The Folger Shakespeare Library's annual festival examines the Bard from different angles. Highlights include the artistic directors of the Folger and Signature theaters discussing the intersection of Shakespeare and American musical theater; staged readings of "Lear," an adaptation set in 1960s San Francisco, and a bilingual "Cymbeline," which transports the story to the American Southwest in 1893; and a workshop fusing iambic verse and musical rhythm. Through Jan. 25. $20 per event; $125 all-access pass.
Jennette McCurdy at Sixth and I
"iCarly" actress-turned-writer Jennette McCurdy follows up her best-selling memoir "I'm Glad My Mom Died" with her first novel, a story revolving around equally dark subject matter. McCurdy is set to appear at Sixth & I to discuss "Half His Age," her new book about a 17- year-old student lusting after her married creative writing teacher. In-person tickets are sold out, but there are still spots available for virtual admission. Watch as author and "Normal Gossip" podcaster Kelsey McKinney steers the conversation with McCurdy, then look out for your signed copy of the novel to arrive in the mail. 7 p.m. $38 for a virtual ticket with a signed book.
Brooke Lynn Hytes at Pitchers
Brooke Lynn Hytes, the first Canadian queen to compete on "RuPaul's Drag Race," parlayed a runner-up finish on Season 11 into a career as the host and main judge of "Canada's Drag Race," and an appearance in the upcoming RuPaul film "Stop That Train." Known for slaying competitors in lip-synch battles, Hytes visits Pitchers for a special performance and pre-show meet-and-greet. 9 p.m. Free.
Reading Rhythms at the National Portrait Gallery
Bring your  reading material -- highbrow, racy, somewhere in between -- to the National Portrait Gallery's Great Hall for its monthly reading party, where you can spend some alone time with your book before joining group discussions and one-on-one breakouts. You might make  friends or find a new favorite song thanks to the curated soundtrack. 5:15 to 7 p.m. Free; registration required.
Korean Treasures Symposium at National Museum of Asian Art
"Korean Treasures: Collected, Cherished, Shared," an exhibition on view at the National Museum of Asian Art, spans 1,500 years and  more than 200 objects. To celebrate, the Freer Research Center hosts a two-day event dedicated to Korean art collecting. The symposium begins Thursday with a keynote lecture and continues Friday with talks on Korea's art market, building national collections, and historical overviews. The second day will be live-streamed. Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m.; Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free. 
Afrobeat Vibes at the National Museum of African Art
A fundraiser for "the premier museum in the United States devoted exclusively to the art of Africa" features a blend of music by DJ Tao, cocktails and African cuisine during an after-hours party at the Smithsonian. 6:30 to 10 p.m. $150.
Alexandria Restaurant Week
Metropolitan Washington Winter Restaurant Week's prix fixe deals continue at hundreds of area eateries through Sunday, but it's not the only restaurant week on the calendar. Alexandria Restaurant Week launches Friday, with more than 90 participants. Many are offering set-price meals for $35, $45 or $55 per person, but there are a variety of promotions, like two slices of pizza and a draft beer for $14 at Atlas Brew Works and Andy's Pizza, or a ready-made date night at Holy Cow with two burgers and two orders of fries for $25. Notable first-time participants include Continues Arcade -- one of our favorite new arcade bars, with Spike Mendelsohn in a consulting role -- and Neapolitan pizzeria Pupatella. See a virtual menu book on the website. Through Feb. 1. Prices vary.
Falls Church Restaurant Week
NoVa's Little City -- a.k.a. Falls Church -- has evolved into quite the restaurant destination in recent year, thanks to critically acclaimed spots like Ellie Bird, Rice Paper, Harvey's and Nue Elegantly Vietnamese and newbies such as Stratford Garden. All these eateries are participating in the neighborhood's Falls Church Restaurant Week, offering 10 days of dining deals. Each restaurant sets up its own Restaurant Week special; that could mean a complimentary baklava dessert with each meal at Borek-G, a $45 three-course dinner at the Falls, or a $6 coffee-and-mocha coffee cake combo at Rare Bird Roasters. Through Feb. 1. Various locations and prices.
New Pages, New Stages festival at Studio Theatre
Studio Theatre is joining forces with four other D.C. theaters -- Arena Stage, Solas Nua, Theater Alliance and Theater J -- for the inaugural New Pages, New Stages festival, which includes staged readings of six plays over three nights. The event draws inspiration from the Kennedy Center's Page-to-Stage Festival, a public showcase for new works and playwrights, which was held annually from 2001 to 2019 but did not return after covid. In that spirit, there's a variety of genres, including the dark comedy-drama "If We Got Some More Cocaine I Could Show You How I Love You," written by John O'Donovan and presented by Solas Nua, and Phanesia Pharel's mystery "Dead Girl's Quinceanera," which was selected by Studio Theatre. Friday through Sunday, with performances at 5 and 8 p.m. each day. $15 per performance. $300 all-access pass, which includes a Saturday night reception with the artists.
Super Art Fight at the Black Cat
Super Art Fight is part game show, part improv comedy, and part graffiti-style Pictionary throwdown. Artists take to the stage in head-to-head showdowns, sporting costumes and accessories, and create drawings based on a theme selected by a contraption known as "The Wheel of Death." As  the artists work, commentators hype the crowd and make jokes about what's happening onstage. You'll laugh and you'll cheer -- winners of each round are determined by the volume of applause. 7 p.m. $24.40.
Toned at Transmission
In just a few months, Transmission has established itself as the go-to locale for underground dance music in the capital. The first edition of Toned will give revelers an idea of what to expect at the former site of the Rock & Roll Hotel: a late-night celebration that centers members of the FLINTA community (a German acronym for female, lesbian, intersex, nonbinary, trans and agender people) with sets by self-described "Pakistani princess" Armana Khan, organizer Chloe Battelle and dance floor veteran Lauren Flax, among others. 9 p.m. $28-$33.
A Day of Community at the National Portrait Gallery
The Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery celebrates the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. with a Saturday program aimed at teens and young adults called A Day of Community. All ages, however, are welcome at the event, which includes interactive components and a tour spotlighting portraits of community activists in the museum's exhibitions. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free; online registration encouraged.
'Get the USA 250th Party Started!' at National Postal Museum
The National Postal Museum invites visitors to start celebrating America's 250th birthday with family-friendly activities, like multiple story times and tours of the museum geared toward kids. The event looks back at the past, as seen via U.S. history trivia questions inspired by the mail, but it's also forward-thinking, as visitors are invited to share their wishes for the United States in a "Mailbox to the Future" and dream up postal innovations in the "Future Inventors Tinker Station." 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Burns Night at Fish Shop
Sunday is Burns Night, the annual celebration of Scotland's national poet Robert Burns. Over more than two centuries, it's become a cultural event with kilts, whisky, bagpipes and poetry, and the consumption of haggis, a dish featuring a sheep's organs cooked inside its stomach. There are multiple chances to celebrate in coming days, but two bars are getting an early start. Fish Shop, the Wharf seafood destination with a sister location in Scotland, has planned a night with storytelling, live music, a mix of canapes and heartier food, and Scotch cocktails. 6 to 10 p.m. $85.
Burns Weekend at Silver Branch
Silver  Spring's Silver Branch  Lagerhaus and Biergarten is adopting a Scottish accent this weekend, serving curated Scotch flights and offering pours of British-style cask ales. Through Sunday. Prices vary.
Monster Jam at Capital One Arena
Watch souped-up, jumbo-size trucks -- with names like Grave Digger, Megalodon and El Toro Loco -- compete in increasingly challenging action events that include lots of jumping and smashing. The touring monster-truck series makes its annual D.C. stop this weekend for three shows suitable for fans 2 and older. Saturday at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m.; Sunday at 1 p.m. $24 to $222.
Tribute to Neil Young at Ocelot Brewing
Music is at the heart of everything Ocelot does: The Sterling brewery is named after a Phish song, and brewers have collaborated on beers with members of Bon Iver, Superchunk and the Autumn Defense. It's known for hosting concerts, including an annual Phish costume party. Last year, Ocelot  hosted a tribute to Neil Young, honoring the Rock & Roll Hall of Famer with  acoustic and electric sets, in a nod to Young's folky solo output as well as the skronky work with Crazy Horse. Now, Ocelot is keeping the same formula for a second tribute to Young, headlined by Jackie and the Treehorns, with performances  from Montgomery Fox, the Paper Illusions and Amber Waves. 3 to 9 p.m. Free.
Ice-travaganza at Reston Town Center
Bring the kids to Reston Town Center -- home to one of the area's most popular outdoor ice rinks -- for a celebration of all things frozen. Watch ice-sculpting demonstrations and see sculptures up close, listen to live music, and enjoy free hot chocolate. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Evolve Vintage Closing Sale at Garlic Girl Vintage
Lydia Franklin, the creator of sustainable fashion curator Evolve Vintage, is exiting  D.C. -- but leaving behind a collection ripe for picking. Head to Garlic Girl Vintage (the new shop in the former Miss Pixie's Columbia Road storefront) to shop vintage clothes, purses, jewelry, accessories and more, all for under $20. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Sober Bar Crawl from Amazonia to Saint-Ex
Have you ever heard of a sober bar crawl? This weekend, you can join one. Bero, the British nonalcoholic beer brand founded by actor Tom Holland, and Aplos, maker of alcohol-free spirits, are teaming up for a "bar crawl" that starts at Blagden Alley's Amazonia at 3 p.m. and wraps at Saint-Ex sometime after 10. In between, make your way to Service Bar, Vagabond or Tiki on 18th to try featured NA cocktails and beers.There's no ticket or minimum, so don't worry about the pace: Dip in or out, mix and match your drinks, whatever you feel like doing. 3 to 10 p.m. Free.
La Galette des Rois -- Les Voeux 2026 -- A French Celebration -- at the Embassy of France
In January, the French celebrate the Epiphany season by eating galette des rois, or king cake. Like its American cousin, the galette des rois contains a trinket -- a plastic baby, a bean -- for a lucky diner to find. But the similarities end there: The galette des rois is a flaky puff pastry with almond cream, not a brightly colored, ring-shaped cinnamon cake. Sample this French treat at a party that the French-American Chamber of Commerce is hosting at the French Embassy.  There will be live music; an open bar with French wine, champagne and beer; a buffet of French cheese and charcuterie; and raffles and games. Don't forget to pick up a slice of galette des rois -- find the token inside and you'll be crowned king or queen for the day. 7 to 11 p.m. $118.15-$169.
Drift and Draft at Dacha Shaw
Mario Kart fiends should make tracks to the Dacha Loft in Shaw, where a "friendly" competition on the Nintendo Switch finds racers going head-to-head over multiple heats, hanging out and drinking beers. Prizes go to the top three performers, some of whom might not be using Waluigi. 6 to 9 p.m. Free; register by DM on Instagram or emailing events@dachadc.com.
Ukrainian Art Workshop at Ukraine House
This creative and educational workshop celebrates the legacy of vibrant Ukrainian artist Mariia Prymachenko, whose "naive style" folk-art paintings earned her the Taras Shevchenko National Prize of Ukraine. Participants learn about Prymachenko's style and symbols, then create their own using paints on canvas. Note that there are two parallel workshops: one for kids 5 to 11, and another for those 12 and over, including. All materials are included, along with refreshments. 3 p.m. $30.
Korean Gimbap Workshop at Shop Made in DC Georgetown
In a class inspired by the food-loving ladies of "K-pop Demon Hunters," artist and chef Lisa Nho teaches participants about Korean street food and the art of making "gimbap," or Korean sushi rolls. Expect themed music and costumes from the movie. 11 a.m. $54.
Burns Night at Jack Rose Dining Saloon
The Burns Night celebrations continue -- there are more on Saturday -- with music and plenty of whisky. Jack Rose is D.C.'s whisky capital and is hosting two parties Sunday, each lasting two hours. Tickets include a Laphroaig cocktail and passed hors d'oeuvres, such as haggis bites and raw oysters, and vintage Scotches can be purchased a la carte. 4:30 and 7 p.m. $34.
Burns Night at Duke's Grocery
A three-course dinner including haggis and leek and potato soup is the centerpiece of the celebration at Duke's Grocery in Dupont Circle, though tickets also include a wee dram, a whisky cocktail, poetry readings and a bagpipe performance. 6 p.m. $65.
Speed Rack Season 14 at Howard Theatre
Since February 2011, the all-woman bartending competition Speed Rack has raised nearly $2 million for charities supporting breast cancer research and support, while focusing a spotlight on talented female and femme-identifying bartenders. This year, Season 14, finds a group of local and regional bartenders shaking and stirring on the Howard Theatre's stage, trying to impress judges like acclaimed D.C. bartender Andra "AJ" Johnson and chef Isabel Coss of Lutece and Pascual. Contestants advance through heats until they determine which bartender is heading to the national championships. 5 p.m. $33.14.
Speed Rack After-Party at Service Bar
Once Speed Rack's winner has been crowned, the party moves a few blocks west to Service Bar, where there are free drinks from sponsors like Ford's Gin and Diplomatico Rum, while supplies last, and the kitchen is serving food until midnight. 9 p.m. Free.
Chemical X at Rhizome
For the outer edges of punk, head to the outer edges of D.C. at Rhizome for a show featuring Saafewaay, a D.C. punk band that fires anti-capitalist volleys at grocery aisle drudgery; Limit Break, a Baltimore act promising "super saiyan hardcore"; and Jersey hardcore band Chemical-X, which may or may not take its name from "The Powerpuff Girls." 7 p.m. $10-$15.
'Clue' at National Theatre
Everyone's favorite board game turned movie also spawned a live production that's touring the country, making a stop at the National Theatre for eight performances. Audience members and fans of the cult classic "Clue" murder mystery have been known to dress in costume to see "Clue: Live on Stage!," which stays faithful to the droll 1985 film, featuring characters like Colonel Mustard and Miss Scarlet attempting to solve murders at the mysterious Boddy Manor. Through Feb. 1. $54.70- $196.70.
'Paranormal Activity' at Shakespeare Theatre Company
Don't be surprised if there are some jump scares during "Paranormal Activity: A New Story Live on Stage" at Shakespeare Theatre Company's Harman Hall. The spooky new play is a spin-off of the horror film franchise but with a stage pedigree: It was written by Levi Holloway, of Broadway's "Grey House," and directed by Felix Barrett, the artistic director of the theater company Punchdrunk (known for NYC's immersive play "Sleep No More"). In this installment, a Chicago couple moves to London for a new start -- only to discover something terrifying tagged along. Through Feb. 7. $43-$132.
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Movies
'Mercy'! This ridiculous Chris Pratt thriller is also a hoot.
Pratt plays it straight as a murder suspect who must prove his innocence to an AI judge. You have to see it to believe it.

Chris Pratt stars in "Mercy" as Los Angeles Police Department detective Chris Raven, a murder suspect who faces execution if he doesn't prove his innocence to an AI judge within 90 minutes. (Justin Lubin/Amazon MGM Studios)


By Sonia Rao | 2026-01-22
In the sci-fi thriller "Mercy," chaos reigns. It's 2029, and crime is so rampant in Los Angeles that the local justice system has introduced a new form of due process: Suspects charged with capital offenses can be tried by an AI judge, which gives them 90 minutes to prove their innocence before executing them on the spot.
The Mercy Court program, as this startling new enterprise is known, has so far killed off all 18 of its defendants. Chris Raven (Chris Pratt), a detective with the Los Angeles Police Department, is case No. 19, accused of murdering his wife at their home. Despite having been instrumental to the creation of Mercy Court as part of his role in the LAPD's robbery and homicide division, Raven finds himself strapped to a chair in front of the virtual Judge Maddox (Rebecca Ferguson).
This film, directed by Timur Bekmambetov ("Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter," "Ben-Hur"), masquerades as an urgent warning against misusing artificial intelligence technology before doing a 180 and deciding that overbearing robots are good, actually. What starts out as the story of an officer coming to terms with a corrupt justice system becomes a muddled argument for increased policing. Raven channels his righteous indignation at Maddox's unfeeling nature into an effort to help the AI become more sentient.
Almost every narrative choice is ludicrous. And yet, "Mercy" is also a hoot and a half.
Bekmambetov has produced a number of films in the "screenlife" genre, meaning most of the action unfolds on devices such as a computer, tablet or smartphone. He helped finance the 2015 horror flick "Unfriended," in which six teenagers on Skype are haunted by a recently deceased classmate, as well as the 2018 mystery "Searching," starring John Cho as a dad who tries to find his missing daughter by examining her digital footprint.
Mercy Court doesn't grant the detective an attorney, but it does, for whatever reason, allow him access to search engines, phone calls and evidence collected by an apparent surveillance state. Raven combs through texts sent by his wife (played by Annabelle Wallis in flashbacks), video recordings and even footage from their neighbor's bird-feeder camera to make the case for his innocence. He is permitted to FaceTime his friend and Alcoholics Anonymous sponsor (Chris Sullivan) and LAPD partner (Kali Reis), who even walks him through the crime scene.

Kali Reis, left, appears with Pratt in "Mercy" as Jacqueline, his character's partner in the police force. (Justin Lubin/Amazon MGM Studios)


"Mercy" takes itself -- and its increasingly absurd premise -- so seriously that it inspires plentiful laughs. The discovery of his wife's affair isn't enough to cast doubt on Raven's guilt; he must also dramatically declare that he is "wondering how the hell I could commit a crime of passion when there was no passion left." A ticking bomb plot comes so far out of left field that you wonder whether you were transported to a different theater. The cherry on top is a throwaway moment in which Jay Jackson shows up as a solemn local newscaster. (Those who watched Pratt in the sitcom "Parks and Recreation" will remember Jackson as news anchor Perd Hapley, a fan favorite.)
Pratt is decent in this leading role. He delivers a serviceable performance as a distraught man who was so drunk the night before his wife's murder -- he relapsed a year ago, after his former partner (Kenneth Choi) died on duty -- that he doesn't remember half of what occurred the next morning. Bekmambetov's clever depiction of digital life aids Pratt's efforts, providing him with ample opportunity to react in believable shock.
But if anyone truly threads the needle here, understanding the subtle menace underlying modern society's intensifying reliance on AI, it's Ferguson. She delivers Maddox's dialogue in the precise tone associated with virtual assistants, gentle and polite while impervious to human emotion. Maddox's programmed movements, such as a slight head tilt signifying that she is "listening" to Raven, become looser and more natural as she warms to him (somehow). Even if the assignment is confounding, Ferguson aces it.

Rebecca Ferguson stars as Judge Maddox, an artificial intelligence. (Amazon MGM Studios)


Not every movie needs to send a coherent message; some simply exist to entertain. In its wildest moments, "Mercy" recalls the insane yet exhilarating antics of Michael Bay's 2022 action-thriller "Ambulance," in which adoptive brothers played by Jake Gyllenhaal and Yahya Abdul-Mateen II hijack an emergency vehicle after their bank heist goes awry. But with its elaborate depiction of new criminal proceedings and advocacy for being tough on crime, this film does have something to say. The problem is that Bekmambetov, working off a screenplay by Marco van Belle, cannot decide what that is.
There is little information provided about the world in which "Mercy" takes place, other than the expository assertion that Mercy Court was created as crime and homelessness reached unprecedented rates among Angelenos. What caused this to happen?
And for a film about the criminal justice system, there is startlingly little mention of race. We are expected to take at face value that, in the city that famously erupted into deadly riots over police brutality against a Black man, the character most insistent on Mercy Court's mission to execute potential offenders is Raven's partner in the LAPD, Jacqueline, an Afro-Indigenous woman.
It is unclear how the rest of society feels about AI. While scrolling through her Instagram feed, Raven sees that his teenage daughter (Kylie Rogers) has been posting about its potential dangers. But this goes unremarked upon as he holds on to his belief in the technology. You almost feel bad for Pratt as he delivers lines that could very well have been written by a tech executive, like, "Human or AI, we all make mistakes."
But oh, the laughs. Every glorious moment of accidental humor is worth witnessing, even when it promotes the robot agenda.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains violence, bloody images, some strong language, drug content and teen smoking. 100 minutes.
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Arts & Entertainment
The stunning art trove hidden in a D.C. building marked by Trump for disposal
Packed with frescoes, paintings and reliefs, the federal government's Cohen Building has been called "the Sistine Chapel of the New Deal." Advocates fear these works could be at risk.

Seymour Fogel's "Wealth of the Nation" (1942). (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


By Kelsey Ables | 2026-01-22
There was nothing inherently alluring about the topic in artist Ben Shahn's hands when, in 1940, he won a commission he called the "most important job that I could want." It was the most Washington of subjects, a muse dressed in khakis and a button-up ...
Shahn was painting Social Security.
At the time, the New Deal program was new, and Shahn, along with Philip Guston, Seymour Fogel and others, had been selected from 375 entries by the government's prestigious Section of Fine Arts to paint the freshly minted Social Security Administration building in Washington, across Independence Avenue from the National Mall. He was proud to have the job of "putting a face on it," according to a government history of the artwork.
Shahn lined the central corridor with dueling images of America, like a secular "The Last Judgment." The east wall shows the ills Social Security aimed to fix: An elderly woman and child languish on crutches. Empty train tracks stretch before a jobless man and his child. Workers toil away in a gray, labyrinthine factory. The west wall, meanwhile, buzzes with motion -- construction workers drill and hammer away at infrastructure that expands out of the frame; basketball players leap toward the sky.
The federally funded project would fill the Social Security building with more than 1,800 square feet of art, later inspiring a nickname among experts and enthusiasts: the "Sistine Chapel of the New Deal."

The exterior of the Wilbur J. Cohen Federal Building in Washington. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)



"Family Group," a relief by Emma Lou Davis, is over an entrance to the Cohen Building. (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


But that lofty moniker belies a vulnerability that has come into focus during the second administration of President Donald Trump, which has listed the historic structure, now known as the Wilbur J. Cohen Building, for accelerated disposal.
Congress ordered the sale of the building last January through an amendment Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) added to a water act, but the designation from the General Services Administration, which oversees federal real estate, has heightened concerns. The process, which is not clearly defined, allows federal properties to be sold swiftly, raising fears among preservationists, historians and art lovers the government could sell the building with limited public input or review, a move that could lead to its demolition.
What would happen to the murals is an open question, as removing them may prove difficult, particularly for the Shahn and Fogel works, which are frescos painted directly onto the walls. Advocates for the building fear that without protections put in place ahead of a sale, the buyer would have no incentive to maintain the historical features inside. The building is currently closed to the public.

A detail of Shahn's "The Meaning of Social Security." (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


Asked about the sale, Marianne Copenhaver, a spokesperson for the GSA, said in a statement that the "GSA is executing a lawful congressional mandate and doing so in strict compliance with all federal disposition requirements, fine art protections, and every applicable law, rule, and regulation."
The White House's push to shed government buildings sparked concern early in Trump's second term, when the GSA listed more than 400 properties for sale, shocking regional officials and real estate experts, and then quickly took it down. The GSA says it is now focusing on a shorter list, which includes the Cohen Building, to "drive maximum value for the federal real estate footprint."
Sen. Ernst has described the building as a "ghost town," but a portion of staffers from the U.S. Agency for Global Media and Voice of America still work in the building. Smaller offices of Health and Human Services Department are there, too.
In a statement to The Post, Ernst said "there should be no delay in taking this expensive waste monument off the taxpayers' dime" and that "it speaks volumes" that more workers were not showing up to the office to see the murals. "Let the property's buyer decide its artwork's fate," she said.
The building's uncertain future has sparked calls for transparency and cast new light on its murals and the New Deal art programs that produced them.
To developers eyeing D.C.'s Southwest, the Cohen Building is an imposition on prime real estate. But to many who know its history, it's a testament to the ideals of the New Deal era. As the Trump administration tries to slash arts funding and shrink the social safety net, alive in the Cohen Building is a past when creativity was treated like a public utility. It's a vision of a future where the public is sheltered from, in President Franklin D. Roosevelt's words, "the misfortunes of life which cannot be wholly eliminated from the man-made world of ours."
Designed by Charles Z. Klauder in "stripped classical" style with Egyptian Revival and art deco flourishes, the Cohen Building spans an entire block but fades into the beige bureaucratic rectangle that sits below the National Mall. Like Social Security itself, the building is so sprawling it's taken for granted.
The building needed renovations for years, and before the current Trump administration the GSA had been working on a modernization feasibility study in hopes of bringing it to a rigorous energy-efficiency standard. Early estimates put the project at "north of a billion dollars," said a former GSA employee, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation.
Although the building never became the headquarters of the Social Security Administration, advocates can't help but compare its original purpose to its current state of disrepair and see a metaphor.

The Trump administration has listed the Cohen Building and other federal facilities for "accelerated disposition." (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


Much like the unassuming exterior of the Sistine Chapel, the humble facade of the Cohen Building disguises the art trove it holds. Reliefs by Emma Lou Davis and Henry Kreis crown entrances. The main corridor features the Shahn murals, and Fogel's frescoes adorn one of the lobbies. Guston's triptych graces the auditorium. A snowy landscape by Jenne and Ethel Magafan hangs in the boardroom. Taken together, it represents a cloistered collection of an endangered period of American art.
The Cohen Building was completed in 1940 and was soon turned over to the War Department, which operated the building as artists finished the murals.
In 2007, the Cohen Building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places, but such a designation doesn't exempt it from the wrecking ball. The listing simply requires officials to go through added processes, including a Section 106 review, before selling it. This might result in protective clauses or "mitigations," such as photo documentation or public education on the building.
"It might sound kind of trivial, but sometimes there can be a lot" of mitigations "especially for a significant building downtown on the National Mall," the former GSA employee said. The person is concerned about how Section 106 will be incorporated in an accelerated manner: "These things take a really long time for everybody to agree upon. And then sometimes they take a long time to execute." The added time is meant to encourage preservation, the former staffer added.
In a petition, which has been signed by more than 7,000 people, Living New Deal requests to be a part of the Section 106 process. The group, which documents New Deal art around the country, also calls on the GSA and Congress to honor historic designations protecting the site and restore public access to the space, among other asks. Interest in the fate of the building's artworks has grown since last year, when the New Republic and others began reporting on them.
It's not clear whether the Trump administration is aware of the nature of the building's art, but Mary Okin, assistant director of Living New Deal, finds the attempt to dispose of it fitting. "If you're even remotely aware of what the building was all about and what the symbolism of that investment meant, then it's a really great target for an agenda that opposes Social Security, social consciousness and inclusion," she said.
In the 1930s, Roosevelt's New Deal reimagined the role of the state in American life, using extensive government programs, Social Security among them, to help the country recover from the Great Depression. The short-lived group the Artists Union pushed for relief for the cultural sector, and painter George Biddle, a classmate of Roosevelt's, in an often-cited letter to the president, stressed that young American artists were eager to get involved in the "social revolution." With government help, they could portray "the social ideals that you are struggling to achieve."
This was certainly true of Shahn, who called Social Security "one of the real fruits of democracy." His Cohen Building fresco was praised in a 1942 Washington Post article as "a necessary link in the interpretation of social conditions to the public." The other Cohen Building artists had a similar ethos. Fogel, through work with Mexican muralist Diego Rivera, learned to create art that was "accessible to the masses by infusing the decorative with the didactic," the Grace Museum says. Guston -- now widely known for his paintings of hooded figures that aimed to, in art critic Aruna D'Souza's words, "kneecap the Ku Klux Klan with humor" -- once said, "The only reason to be an artist is to bear witness."

"The Meaning of Social Security" lines the central corridor in the Cohen Building. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)



An auditorium with the Philip Guston mural at the Cohen Building. (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


Dorothea Lange's iconic photograph "Migrant Mother" has become the poster child for New Deal art, but it only skims the surface. At the time, the U.S. government was the world's largest patron of contemporary art. It paid 3,750 artists a monthly wage to create 15,000 artworks for government buildings. It sent photographers into the field to capture the lives of farmers, Lange's famous subject among them. It filled post offices, hospitals, courthouses and other public spaces with murals.
According to John P. Murphy's book on New Deal art, these federal programs generated 3,500 murals, more than 100,000 paintings and 17,000 sculptures, engaging 10,000 artists across the country.
Many blue-chip artists got their start in such programs, including Willem de Kooning, Jacob Lawrence, Alice Neel, Louise Nevelson, Jackson Pollock and others. "The project kept me alive and working. It was my education," Guston said in a 1965 interview, adding that "practically all of the best painters of my generation developed on the projects."

President Franklin D. Roosevelt makes a radio address on Oct. 14, 1938. (AP)


The New Deal art programs were so extensive, Murphy writes, that FDR supposedly believed that "one hundred years from now, my administration will be known for its art, not its relief." Nearly a century later, that has not come to pass. "For all the stuff that the New Deal created -- art, theater, literature, archives, museum collections -- there is no New Deal art museum. There's no scholarly society. There's no scholarly journal. There's nothing," said Okin.
While many of the artists involved would have enduring success in the art world -- Shahn and Guston have both had retrospectives at major museums in recent years -- their New Deal works faded from memory.
"Things that are not market-driven in our society, that are about public service and public goods, just don't receive the same kind of attention," Okin said.

A detail of the center panel of Guston's "Reconstruction and Wellbeing of the Family." (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


Cultural institutions have long had space on their walls for political leaders and wealthy patrons, but in the Cohen Building murals, its ordinary American workers that star.
In his triptych "Reconstruction and the Wellbeing of the Family," Guston shows a solemn-looking family sitting around a picnic table, eyes heavy, faces long. Images of laborers, knee-deep in work on a dam and at an industrial site, flank the figures on either side, almost as if the family is praying to them.
Fogel's two frescoes in the lobby envision a kind of utopian future, built by workers and enjoyed through leisure. "Security of the People" features quiet recreational scenes: a girl drawing, a boy playing tennis. "Wealth of the Nation" offers a macho picture of industry and progress. A pair of men march off to work. A scientist peers into a microscope. A laborer pulls on a lever, arm muscles rippling.
The latter mural, which appears on the cover of Murphy's book, distilled New Deal ambitions: "the dignity of labor, manual and mental labor working in concert," Murphy said in an interview.
Such murals reflected a "very different conception of art in public spaces," he said, pointing as examples to U.S. Capitol paintings that show, say, "the signing of the Declaration of Independence or George Washington enthroned on a cloud."

"The Security of the People" (1942), another mural by Fogel located in the Cohen Building. (Carol M. Highsmith/Library of Congress)


"The idea that there would just be these anonymous workers who were meant to represent the basis of the wealth of the country was something that I think was really crucial to the program of the New Deal," he said. Representing those workers could also stave off critics, who said New Deal programs amounted to handouts.
Indeed, the New Deal arts programs had their share of detractors, too. Conservatives thought the programs wasted money. Cultural elites resented the government for democratizing the stuff of high society. Eventually, even the artists themselves disavowed the work they made under the New Deal.
The Abstract Expressionist Arshile Gorky famously called New Deal art "poor art for poor people," Murphy notes. "I think they found it a kind of embarrassing liability," he said, attributing the attitude to "a kind of Cold War ideology, when abstraction was being upheld as the model of American creative freedom and intellectual autonomy."
For some, New Deal art simply looked too much like Soviet socialist realism -- that is, propaganda.
But Shahn "doesn't overly glorify or overly idealize," said Laura Katzman, an art history professor at James Madison University who recently curated a Shahn retrospective at the Jewish Museum in New York. His work is grouped with what's called "social realism," but she sees wider influences: Giorgio de Chirico's moody surrealist paintings; echoes of Amedeo Modigliani's distorted figures; a cubist treatment of space; Italian frescoes by the likes of Giotto.

The interior of the Cohen Building, showing Shahn's mural. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


While he was enthusiastic about Social Security, Shahn was no government parrot, Katzman stressed: "He understood that the Social Security Act had certain limitations and certain biases built into it."
In the Cohen Building mural, Katzman points as examples to what appears to be a domestic worker and a group of farmers. Both represent parties that would have been excluded from Social Security in its early days. The subversive messages did not always slide through, though. When Shahn was pushed to remove a despondent-looking figure with an eye patch, he complied but then refused to remove the image of a child on crutches.
"Even within government art, he was trying to make sure that he could get his social message across," Katzman said.
A message needs an audience, however, and if you try to stop by the Cohen Building to see Shahn's murals, you won't be able to get inside. Even though the public owns the murals (technically, they cannot even be sold), any hopeful visitor will probably find themselves peering at the Fogel murals from Independence Avenue. It's a poignant place to stand these days.
Asked why the public should care about the art on the other side of those glass doors, Katzman put it simply: "Because it was made for them."
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Movies
Jodie Foster unravels en francais in 'A Private Life'
The Oscar winner's first lead role in a French-language film is a tightly wound psychiatrist who loses her grip.

Jodie Foster stars as Lilian Steiner in "A Private Life." (Jerome Prebois/Sony Pictures Classics)


By Naveen Kumar | 2026-01-22
If you, like Jodie Foster, have been waiting for Jodie Foster to play a leading role in a French film, your day has finally come. (And if you, like me, somehow didn't realize the two-time Oscar winner is a fluent French speaker, welcome! It's true.) Foster has performed in smaller French-speaking roles, but "A Private Life" (or "Vie Privee," for those of you like Foster) marks a new frontier.
The film from director Rebecca Zlotowski also happens to combine several elements strongly associated with Foster's decades-long on-screen career: a buttoned-up yet translucent exterior, psychoanalytic theory and suspicious deaths. She does not play law enforcement, as in 2024's "True Detective: Night Country," for which she won both an Emmy and a Golden Globe, or, of course, 1991's "The Silence of the Lambs," for which she won an Oscar. This time, Foster is in the psychiatrist's chair, where her flinty protagonist slowly loses her grip on reality.
"A Private Life" is slippery to categorize; like Zlotowski's previous films, including "Other People's Children" (2022) and "Planetarium" (2016), it flirts with genre conventions only to resist them in favor of something murkier and more evocative. Here, the director (and fellow co-writers Anne Berest and Gaelle Mace) toy with the outlines of a psychological thriller, only without the thrills or presumptive insight about the workings of the mind.
The result is a curious, and increasingly ridiculous, goose chase to uncover presumed wrongdoing after Foster's character Lilian Steiner, a tightly wound American in Paris, learns that one of her patients has died. When Lilian shows up to the shiva, the deceased's husband (Mathieu Amalric) lunges at her furiously, believing it was Lilian's prescription that led to his wife's apparent suicide.
Was her late patient (Virginie Efira) more distressed than Lilian realized? Or could it be foul play? These questions prove less interesting than how the loss affects Lilian and why she comes to make one unlikely decision after another until the real question becomes whether Lilian is totally unhinged.
Our first clue about that is also a playful introduction to the film's off-kilter air: After she flees the crazed widower's accusation, Lilian begins weeping involuntarily, tears streaming down her placid cheeks on the bus, during patient sessions and everywhere else. Her ex-husband (Daniel Auteuil) happens to be an eye doctor and agrees to help her investigate, but he's not the one who cures her lachrymal affliction.
That would be a hypnotist (Sophie Guillemin) who plunges Lilian into a blood-hued interior realm, where she descends vertiginous stairs and opens various doors, including one that appears to reveal a past life.

Jodie Foster and Daniel Auteuil in "A Private Life." (Jerome Prebois/Sony Pictures Classics)


It's a mark of creative achievement that Zlotowski's film manages to dwell in uncertainty -- about what's really going on, where Lilian's marbles have gone and, for that matter, why her ex is so game to chase them around with her. Still, there's something less than satisfying about a story that's peculiar but not exactly funny, low-key unsettling but far from provocative, and elbow-deep in dreams and memory but without much discernible revelation.
Foster's performance is aptly steeped in ambiguity and unsettled restraint -- she maintains an analyst's detachment even as Lilian spirals into a world of inference and conspiracy. That Foster does all this and more in French is a delight, like watching a venerable artist pull a fresh palette from her sleeve and prove even more versatile than previously imagined. (English pops out when Lilian is at her most exasperated, as when she curses her upstairs neighbor for blasting the movie's on-the-nose opening needle drop, "Psycho Killer" by Talking Heads.)
"A Private Life" pokes fun at the idea that the subconscious can be concretely interpreted, and intervened upon, for a fee that adds up to a middle-class life. It is apparent proof of her fastidiousness that Lilian records all her sessions. But it's also a way of off-loading the essence of her work onto a machine, as though therapy were as simple as data collection. As Lilian comes to understand, what those who flop onto her couch really want most is for somebody to listen.
R. At Angelika Film Center Mosaic, Avalon Theatre and Cinema Arts Theatre. Contains some sexual content, graphic nudity, language and brief violence. In English and French with subtitles. 103 minutes.
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