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      Breaking News

      
        China renews call to avoid traveling to Japan after robbery in Tokyo
        The Chinese embassy in Tokyo on Friday renewed its advice for Chinese citizens to avoid travelling to Japan after a hefty cash robbery took place on the streets of the Japanese capital the day before.

      

      
        Vietnam police seize tonnes of fake coffee products made from soybeans
        HANOI - Police &zwj;in Vietnam &zwj;have launched a criminal investigation into a warehouse accused of producing fake coffee made from soybeans following &zwnj;a raid earlier this week, the  Ministry of Public Security said on Thursday.

      

      
        Singapore property execs resign over adultery allegations
        SINGAPORE --- PropertyLimBrothers' (PLB) CEO and co-founder Melvin Lim and vice-president of strategy, Grayce Tan, have stepped down from their roles amid allegations of adultery, which surfaced over the weekend.

      

      
        One killed, three injured in fireworks factory explosion in Suphan Buri
        A fireworks factory explosion in Don Chedi district of Suphan Buri on Friday morning left one person dead and three others injured.

      

      
        Where Bangkokians go to fix their phones and laptops
        Things break, naturally over time or by accident. Gadgets like smartphones and laptops are especially prone to damage from drops, water spills or poor maintenance. When they break, where are good places to fix them in Bangkok? These are go-to spots recommended by the Bangkok Post's tech writer to repair your precious gadgets in Thailand's capital, with less chance of being...

      

      
        Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan despite geopolitical tensions
        Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan as a holiday destination despite ongoing geopolitical tensions between Beijing and Tokyo, thanks to unaffected flight routes and a weaker yen, local industry operators have said.

      

      
        Truck topples 70 power poles in Samut Prakan
        More than 200 technicians from the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) are racing to restore power along a nearly 2km stretch of old Sukhumvit Road, after an 18-wheel trailer snagged overhead cables and brought down more than 70 electricity poles early on Friday morning.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Malaysian Minister claims work stress can 'turn people gay'
        Malaysia's Minister for Religious Affairs has been criticised after saying work stress can cause people to adopt an LGBTQ+ identity, with human rights advocates at home and abroad condemning the remarks as 'dehumanising'.

      

      
        Myanmar election delivers victory for military-backed party amid civil war
        NAY PYI TAW --- Myanmar's military-backed party has completed a sweeping victory in the country's three-phase general election, state &zwnj;media said, cementing an outcome long expected after a tightly  controlled political process held during civil war and widespread repression.

      

      
        People's Party tops two polls ahead of Feb 8 vote
        Two major opinion polls released on Friday show the People's Party maintaining a clear lead in public support, with its prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut becoming the top choice for voters nationwide.
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                                The Chinese embassy in Tokyo on Friday renewed its advice for Chinese citizens to avoid travelling to Japan after a hefty cash robbery took place on the streets of the Japanese capital the day before.
The call, made on the official WeChat account, came after a group of two Chinese and three Japanese nationals was allegedly robbed of suitcases containing some 420 million yen (85 million baht) in Tokyo's Ueno district, with one of the Chinese pepper-sprayed.

The suspects remain at large.

The embassy has asked Japanese police to swiftly solve the robbery case and take effective measures to protect the lives and property of Chinese nationals in Japan, according to the official Xinhua News Agency.

It urged those already in the country to closely monitor local public security conditions and strengthen personal safety precautions, according to the news agency.

China has already been issuing similar travel warnings to its citizens after its ties with Japan increasingly soured following Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's remarks in November on her country's potential response to an attack on Taiwan, a self-ruled island Beijing views as its own territory.
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                                HANOI - Police in Vietnam have launched a criminal investigation into a warehouse accused of producing fake coffee made from soybeans following a raid earlier this week, the  Ministry of Public Security said on Thursday.
The police seized 4.1 tonnes of fake coffee products and three tonnes of raw materials during the raid, which took place in the Central Highlands province of Lam Dong, the ministry said in a statement.


Vietnam is the world's largest producer of Robusta coffee, which has a bitter taste and is used mainly in instant coffee. The Central Highlands is the country's key coffee growing area.


Luong Viet Kiem, the owner of the warehouse, admitted to the police that his firm mixed soybeans and flavourings with coffee beans to produce ground coffee for the local market, according to the statement.


Reuters couldn't immediately reach Kiem for comment.


The police said the warehouse raid came following a search on Tuesday of a truck carrying 1,056 bags of ground coffee weighing 528 kilogrammes, which had no accompanying documentation.


Further investigations are underway, they said.


"Fake coffee products are not rare, and they can be made from soybean or corn, or even both," said Nguyen Quang Tho, a coffee trader based in the neighbouring province of  Dak Lak.


"Soybeans and corn are edible and a lot cheaper than real coffee beans, but who knows if it's safe for the health to drink these fake coffee products," Tho trader.


Farmers in the Central Highlands are selling coffee beans at 100,500-100,100 dong (122 baht) per kg, around three times higher than the price for soybeans.


In 2018, police in the Central  Highlands arrested five people suspected of using battery chemicals to dye waste coffee beans and sell the mixture as black pepper.


Vietnam exported 1.6 million tonnes of coffee valued at $8.9 billion last  year, up 18.3% in volume and 58.8% in value, according to the government's customs data.
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                                SINGAPORE -- PropertyLimBrothers' (PLB) CEO and co-founder Melvin Lim and vice-president of strategy, Grayce Tan, have stepped down from their roles amid allegations of adultery, which surfaced over the weekend.
Video footage filmed in front of an office room with a curtain-lined glass door showed Lim and Tan leaving suspiciously after moaning sounds were heard from the inside. As sounds from the office stopped, Lim stepped out with a packet of wet tissues before going inside the room again, to leave together with Tan as he locked the door, the viral video showed. 

Having been one of Singapore's most talked about scandals of the week, a screenshot of Lim's alleged apology surfaced on Reddit.

"I made a personal mistake and crossed boundaries I should not have crossed. I take full responsibility for that, and I want to apologise sincerely for the disappointment and distraction this has caused the team.

"I've addressed this responsibility with my family and am taking time now for the next few months to focus on restoring and protecting my family.

"To protect the business, the people, and the culture we've built together, we are putting clear leadership continuity in place with immediate effect."

PLB, one of Singapore's leading real-estate agencies, has said they have "completed an internal review following recent events" and has since appointed Marc Chan, former vice-president of operations, as interim CEO. 

Both Lim and Tan were delisted as employees of the company on Jan 26. 

PLB was formed by Lim and Adrian Lim in 2017. Melvin Lim is married with two children, while Tan got married in September last year. 
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                                A fireworks factory explosion in Don Chedi district of Suphan Buri on Friday morning left one person dead and three others injured.
The explosion, which was reported at around 7am, occurred at a fireworks factory in village Moo 6 in tambon Rai Rot of Don Chedi district, said Pol Lt Col Sukhon Songsakun, investigation chief at Don Chedi police station.

Police, firemen, rescue workers, explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) officers and forensic investigators rushed to the scene. Authorities cordoned off the area due to the presence of residual gunpowder and other hazardous materials. 

EOD officers later removed and destroyed remaining explosive substances, while firefighters periodically sprayed water to prevent further ignition.

Saneh Thongsrilang was killed in the blast, while Chaiya Kaewboondee, 38; Wiroj Plerdplern, 58; and Amnat Phophan, 49; were sent to a nearby hospital.

Authorities are investigating the cause, including whether the factory complied with licensing requirements and safety regulations, with legal action to be taken as warranted.

At around 9am, Suphan Buri Governor Natthaphong Sa-nguanjit and provincial police chief Pol Maj Gen Watcharin Prasopdee, led police and other officials to inspect the scene.

The factory, a single-storey structure, was completely gutted in the explosion. Two nearby structures were also damaged.

Authorities found that the operator had previously been licensed to manufacture fireworks. However, the permit expired on Jan 26 and was in the process of being renewed at the time of the incident.
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									Where Bangkokians go to fix their phones and laptops

									The ost of fixing phones and laptops can be a fraction of getting a new one
								

									Things break, naturally over time or by accident. Gadgets like smartphones and laptops are especially prone to damage from drops, water spills or poor maintenance. When they break, where are good places to fix them in Bangkok? These are go-to spots recommended by the Bangkok Post's tech writer to repair your precious gadgets in Thailand's capital, with less chance of being ripped off.
									1. Fortune Town

Ratchadaphisek Road (MRT Rama 9)

At Fortune Town IT Mall, phone repair counters and mobile-device shops concentrate on the second floor, where technicians handle everything from screen replacements to software troubleshooting. Computer diagnostics and hardware repairs are mainly on the third and fourth floors, where numerous computer stores also provide component upgrades. The mall offers repairs, spare parts and technical support for a wide range of devices, making it a reliable one-stop solution at competitive prices.

This mall is my favourite geeky mall simply because of dozens of repair shops, plenty of food outlets, game shops and computer accessory stores. It is also easily accessible from the MRT Blue line Rama 9 station.

Recommended: CM Network & @AT MOBILE for computer repair; Kingdom Store & Tech Avenue for phone repairs.

[image: A computer repair shop in Fortune Town.]
A computer repair shop in Fortune Town.



2. MBK Center

Pathum Wan Intersection (BTS National Stadium)

Well-versed travellers know MBK for inexpensive souvenirs and clothing, but the fourth floor hosts numerous excellent repair shops. They are often cheaper than brand-authorised service centres. 

Many shops offer quick, while-you-wait repairs, and nearby stalls sell spare parts, accessories and second-hand devices. MBK is a convenient, competitively priced option for fast, reliable gadget repairs in central Bangkok.

Recommended: 3 Buddy Computer MBK & MobileHouse for computer repair; 3G Mobile Phone, Houk & Bank for phone repairs.

[image: Phone repair shops at MBK Center.]
Phone repair shops at MBK Center.



3. Zeer Rangsit

Phahonyothin Road (BTS Yaek Kor Por Aor - then take a bus)

Zeer Rangsit has long been a tech hub for computer and phone repairs, with entire floors of repair counters, parts dealers and second-hand gadget stores. Technicians there can handle everything from laptop motherboard fixes to cracked phone screens.

Prices are generally more competitive than central Bangkok. Many shops also offer same-day service--popular with students, office workers and tech enthusiasts from the northern suburbs.

Recommended: Tee Noi & Labcom Service for computer repair; L Phone for phone repairs.

[image: Zeer Rangsit, Bangkok.]
Zeer Rangsit, Bangkok.



Other alternatives are BaNANA, Advice or JIB shops. They are ususally located in major malls in Bangkok. They usually focus on selling computer parts and phones, but they can usually help with repairs too, at a little higher price than the ones listed above.

On a personal note, when I was 12, my first personal computer (PC) crashed after my cat sat on the keyboard and somehow brought down Windows 95. 

I had to call the store to send a repairman, who fixed it the next day for 500 baht. This is proof that repairs can sometimes be cheaper and faster than replacing gear.

In a slow economy, fixing gadgets instead of buying new ones makes practical sense.

In a slow economic situation like this, fixing your gadgets instead of buying new ones makes practical sense.
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                                Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan as a holiday destination despite ongoing geopolitical tensions between Beijing and Tokyo, thanks to unaffected flight routes and a weaker yen, local industry operators have said.
Travel agencies also identified mainland China as the top destination for Hong Kong travel groups, as they gathered at an exhibition on Thursday to promote packages for the coming spring season.


Beijing recently issued a warning to its citizens, cautioning them against travelling to Japan during the coming Lunar New Year holiday, as the row over Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's November comments about Taiwan rumbled on.


State broadcaster CCTV reported that February flights along 49 routes between China and Japan had been cancelled.


However, Moon Yau Moon-yee, assistant general manager at Sunflower Travel Services and vice-chairman of the Tourism Industry Employees' General Union, said Hong Kong tour groups bound for Japan were largely unaffected by the tensions.


Flights from the city to Japan have not been affected, Yau said, adding that the weaker yen has further encouraged Hongkongers to spend there.


"Hong Kong residents' enthusiasm for travelling to Japan has never faded," he said. "Meanwhile, when flights from mainland China were cancelled, some travellers across the border would choose to fly from Hong Kong as flights here are not affected."


Yau was speaking while attending the Hong Kong Holiday and Travel Expo, which runs from Thursday to Sunday.


While noting that around 70% of Hong Kongers travelled to Japan on their own, Yau said the mainland has become the top destination for his travel agency, with Xinjiang drawing the most interest, followed by Yunnan.


Another exhibitor, Wing On Travel, also said it did not see a decline in customer appetite for Japan-bound trips.


"This year we did receive more inquiries for long-haul mainland and South Korea trips, but there is no significant drop in [inquiries for] Japan," a spokeswoman for the agency told the South China Morning Post.


At the expo, Wing On Travel was promoting packages for departures during the Lunar New Year holiday, as well as cherry blossom tours to Wuhan in central China, South Korea and Japan, the spokeswoman added.


Optimism was also shared by Okini Home, a Hong Kong-based holiday home rental platform under FM Investment Group.


The platform manages bookings for around 800 flats in Osaka and had gained around 500 new users from the expo as of Thursday afternoon.


"Impacts from politics are temporary," said Amous Lee, CEO and a founding partner of the group, projecting that demand from Hong Kong tourists would remain consistently strong.


According to the Japan National Tourism Organisation, more than 2.5 million Hong Kong residents visited the country in 2025, a 6.2% drop from the previous year.


The number of Hong Kong tourists to Japan plunged by nearly 37% in July 2025 after rumours spread that a major earthquake was imminent.


At the expo's opening ceremony, Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism Rosanna Law Shuk-pui projected an uptake in both inbound and outbound travel for the coming year.

"With the opening of the third runway of the Hong Kong airport, our flights have recovered to 81% of the 2018-19 level. Looking into this year, this number would further rebound to 86%," she said.


"This will not only attract more travellers to Hong Kong, but will also bring more choices to our travel-loving residents."
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                                More than 200 technicians from the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) are racing to restore power along a nearly 2km stretch of old Sukhumvit Road, after an 18-wheel trailer snagged overhead cables and brought down more than 70 electricity poles early on Friday morning.

 
The incident occurred around 1am near Muang Samut Bang Pu Hospital and continued towards the entrance of Bang Pu Industrial Estate. The force of the pull caused a long line of medium-sized 12-metre poles to collapse in succession, causing extensive damage to the power distribution system.

The damage is estimated at no less than 10 million baht, excluding the cost of equipment, said Natee Thinwongyae, assistant head of the MEA's distribution maintenance division. 

Heavy machinery and a workforce of more than 200 personnel have been sent to clear debris, erect new poles and reconnect power supply lines as quickly as possible. Power had already been restored in some areas by late Friday morning, and full service is expected to resume across all affected zones by midnight, Mr Natee said.

Traffic at the entrance to Bang Pu Industrial Estate was initially a concern, though police later confirmed that vehicles could still enter and exit the area without disruption.

Pol Col Watchara Thepsane, chief of Bang Pu police station, said the truck driver tested negative for alcohol. He has been charged with reckless driving causing damage to state property. MEA officials will file a formal complaint once their assessment of losses is finalised.

[image: ]
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                                Malaysia's Minister for Religious Affairs has been criticised after saying work stress can cause people to adopt an LGBTQ+ identity, with human rights advocates at home and abroad condemning the remarks as 'dehumanising'.
According to the South China Morning Post, Datuk Dr Zulkifli Hasan said in a televised interview on Monday that four factors contribute to what he called an "LGBTQ+ lifestyle": excessive work-related stress, social pressure, sexual experiences and insufficient religious observance.

He was quoted as saying that when individuals become exhausted from overwork, stress can dominate both the mind and mental state, potentially leading to changes in sexual orientation. He claimed that such issues would not arise if people firmly adhered to and practised religious teachings.

The remarks were later referenced in a written response submitted to Malaysia's Parliament, further amplifying public attention and sparking a fierce backlash on social media platforms. LGBTQ+ communities, civil rights activists and human rights organisations criticised the statements as unscientific, overly generalised and dehumanising. They argued that they reduce sexual orientation and gender identity to a supposed by-product of fatigue or a lack of religious devotion.

Online reaction was swift and often satirical. In Malaysia, the comments were widely mocked, with viral posts on X, formerly Twitter, and TikTok joking, "Tomorrow the whole country should take a day off--otherwise everyone will turn gay," a line that quickly became a popular meme.

The controversy also resonated beyond Malaysia's borders. In Thailand, many social media users dismissed the claims as unrealistic, commenting that heavy workloads do not change a person's sexual orientation, but instead simply increase the desire to unwind by consuming popular BL (boys' love) and GL (girls' love) television series and novels.

Religion is a highly charged issue in Malaysia, where about 60% of the population are Malay Muslims.
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                                NAY PYI TAW -- Myanmar's military-backed party has completed a sweeping victory in the country's three-phase general election, state media said, cementing an outcome long expected after a tightly  controlled political process held during civil war and widespread repression.
The Union and Solidarity Party (USDP) dominated all phases of the vote, winning an overwhelming majority in Myanmar's two legislative chambers. It secured 232 of the 263 seats up for grabs in the lower Pyithu Hluttaw house and 109 of the 157 seats announced so far in the Amyotha Hluttaw upper chamber, according to results released on Thursday and Friday.

Myanmar's parliament is expected to convene in March to elect a president, with a new government set to take over in April, pro-military Eleven Media Group reported earlier this month, citing junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun.

The final round of voting in late January brought an end to an election that began on Dec 28, more than four years after the military seized power in a coup that overturned the elected government of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.

Myanmar has been in political turmoil since the coup, with the crushing of pro-democracy protests sparking a nationwide rebellion. Around 3.6 million [?]people have been displaced, according to United Nations.

Critics say military still in charge

The 11-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) has said it would not endorse the process, and human rights groups and some western countries have also denounced the election as a sham.

Myanmar's military government insists the polls were free and fair, and supported by the public.

Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy was dissolved along with dozens of other parties, and some others declined to take part, drawing condemnation from critics who say the process was designed to entrench military rule.

Under Myanmar's political system, the military is also guaranteed 25% of parliamentary seats, ensuring continued control even after power is formally transferred to a civilian-led administration.

Proxy for the armed forces

The USDP was founded in 2010 after decades of military-led rule in the southeast Asian country, with the aim of serving as a proxy for the armed forces, also known as the Tatmadaw.

The party is chaired by a retired  brigadier general and packed with other former high-ranking officers. It contested the poll with 1,018 candidates, a fifth of the total registered.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing is also expected to play a central role in the next administration.

He has defended the polls as a step toward stability, rejecting criticism from opponents and foreign governments and affirming that state responsibilities will be transferred to the elected government.

"Regardless of any changes among political parties or organisations in the country, Tatmadaw continues to carry out its responsibilities for national defence and security faithfully and without neglect up to [?]the present day," he was quoted by state media as saying on Monday.

Turnout down as fighting halts votes

Turnout  reached around 55% over all three phases, lower than the figure of around 70% in previous elections, including a 2015 vote that brought Suu Kyi to power, as well as the ill-fated 2020 poll, the results of which were cancelled by the junta before staging the coup.

Voting took place in 263 of Myanmar's 330 townships, some  of which are not under the complete control of the junta.

It was cancelled in many areas due to ongoing fighting between the military and armed ethnic groups, as well as local resistance forces that emerged after the 2021 coup.

[image: Myanmar nationals protest outside the Myanmar embassy in Bangkok in Feb 2023, following the military coup on Feb 1, 2021, that ousted the  country's democratically elected government led by Aung San Suu Kyi. (Photo: Wichan Charoenkiatpakul)]
Myanmar nationals protest outside the Myanmar embassy in Bangkok in Feb 2023, following the military coup on Feb 1, 2021, that ousted the country's democratically elected government led by Aung San Suu Kyi. (Photo: Wichan Charoenkiatpakul)
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                                Two major opinion polls released on Friday show the People's Party maintaining a clear lead in public support, with its prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut becoming the top choice for voters nationwide.
A nationwide survey conducted by Suan Dusit Poll of Suan Dusit University, released on Friday, found the People's Party ranking first in both party-list and constituency preferences, while Mr Natthaphong, 38, was the most favoured choice for prime minister.

People's Party leader Natthaphong's lead in the major opinion polls highlighted the stiff challenge facing caretaker Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul's bid to stay in power ahead of the Feb 8 general election. 

The Suan Dusit Poll was conducted among 26,621 respondents across the country using stratified random sampling based on regional population proportions. Data was collected through field surveys between Jan 16 and 28.

For party-list vote preference, respondents said they would vote for the following parties under the party-list system:


	People's Party: 35.99%

	Pheu Thai Party: 22.13%

	Bhumjaithai: 18.92%

	Democrat Party: 10.16%

	Klatham Party: 2.40%   




	Others: 5.93% (including Palang Pracharath, Setthakij Thai, Ruam Thai Sang Chart, Seri Ruam Thai and Thai Sang Thai parties)

	Undecided: 4.47%



For constituency MPs, voting intentions were as follows:


	People's Party: 33.46%

	Bhumjaithai: 21.52%

	Pheu Thai: 20.60%

	Democrat Party: 8.13%

	Klatham: 3.41%




	Others: 9.50% (including Ruam Thai Sang Chart, Setthakij Thai, Palang Pracharath, Thai Kao Mai and Thai Sang Thai)

	Undecided: 3.38%



When asked who they would like to see as the next prime minister, respondents named:


	Mr Natthaphong (People's Party): 35.07%   

	Yodchanan Wongsawat (Pheu Thai): 21.53%

	Mr Anutin (Bhumjaithai): 16.11%

	Abhisit Vejjajiva (Democrat Party): 12.97%

	Capt Thammanat Prompow (Klatham): 3.61%




	Others: 8.49%

	Undecided: 2.22%



[image: People's Party prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong ]
People's Party prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong 'Teng' Rueangpanyawut waves to his cheering supporters during the party's 'Trust The People' rally at Samyan Mitrtown in Bangkok on Jan 25, 2026. (Photo: Varuth Hirunyatheb)



A separate survey by Nida Poll of the National Institute of Development Administration (Nida) echoed similar findings, with Mr Nattaphong once again topping the list of preferred prime ministerial candidates.

The survey, titled "Election Momentum 2026: Round Two", was conducted nationwide between Jan 23 and 27, among 2,500 respondents above the age of 18.

Nida Poll found that:


	29.08% supported Mr Natthaphong as prime minister

	22.24% backed Mr Anutin

	12.52% favoured Mr Abhisit

	12.12% supported Mr Yodchanan

	9.36% said they had yet to find a suitable candidate



For constituency MPs, respondents showed their support for:


	People's Party: 33.56%

	Bhumjaithai: 22.76%

	Pheu Thai: 16.92%

	Democrat Party: 12.76%

	Setthakij: 3.44%



For party-list votes, the results were:


	People's Party: 34.20%

	Bhumjaithai: 22.60%

	Pheu Thai: 16.20%

	Democrat Party: 13.20%

	Setthakij: 3.40%



Both polls suggest the People's Party remains firmly in the lead as poll campaigning enters its final stretch, with Mr Natthaphong consolidating his position as the public's preferred choice for the 33rd prime minister.

Earlier, the second round nationwide survey by Rajabhat Poll also showed similar results, with the People's Party and Mr Natthaphong holding a commanding lead. Pheu Thai has moved into second place ahead of Bhumjaithai, 

The survey of 11,700 respondents nationwide took place between Jan 19 and 25. The results were announced on Thursday at Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University.

The People's Party is the successor to the Move Forward Party, which won the 2023 elections but was subsequently blocked by conservative lawmakers from forming a government and was later dissolved by court order.

Mr Anutin called a snap election on Dec 12 after less than 100 days as premier during a chaotic parliamentary session that could have led to a no-confidence vote and the collapse of his fragile minority government.

It also came during Thailand's fierce three-week border conflict with Cambodia.
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People's Party on Friday rolled out eight nationwide campaign caravans covering Bangkok and all 76 provinces in a final push ahead of the election, with its leader Natthaphong calling on voters to cast both constituency and party-list ballots for the party.

Leading the launch of the party's final campaign drive, Mr Natthaphong said the caravans would fan out across all provinces, despite opinion polls showing the party in the lead. He stressed that the party could not afford complacency and urged supporters to give his party a clear mandate by voting for it on both ballots.

Key party figures, including Parit Wachirasindhu, Natcha Boonchai-insawat and Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive Movement who is serving as a campaign assistant, joined the launch of the campaign caravan for the so-called Luk Nam Khem route in Rangsit district of Pathum Thani province on Friday morning.

Mr Natthaphong is scheduled to address a major rally at the football field of Kathu district office in Phuket province on Friday evening.

Mr Thanathorn, speaking from a campaign vehicle before departure, said the Luk Nam Khem caravan would campaign along the east, covering 47 constituencies. The party aimed to retain all its existing seats and win as many new ones as possible, he said.

The party's eight caravans set off simultaneously at about 8am on Friday, heading to all provinces. All vehicles were equipped with global positioning system (GPS) tracking, allowing the public to follow each caravan in real time from Friday onwards.
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									Your horoscope for Jan 30 - Feb 5

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Your ambition hits full throttle and your brainpower shifts into high gear. You'll crush deadlines, flip challenges into wins and make your performance impossible to overlook. Higher-ups will approve your ideas and give you more say. Certain colleagues could drop the nice act and show their true colours. Ignore the toxic vibes and keep going.  

([?]) Financial negotiations will go your way. Messy disputes will get smoothened and contracts will get signed. You can handle must-pay expenses with ease. Just steer clear of gambling and group investments. Next-gen Ponzi scheme or MLM scam might come knocking. Protect your wallet.  

() Petty jealousy, family drama and comparisons over who's doing better in their career might spark a fight with your partner or push you into saying something you'll regret later. Think twice before letting sharp words fly. Their win isn't your loss. Your patience will pay off.  

([?]) Someone you've been vibing with will go quiet and surprisingly you're unbothered. You might suddenly fall for a married colleague or friend. Don't let your heart trick your brain. Keep your head clear. Not every crush is meant to be.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Communication flows effortlessly. Everyone in your department gets along. Your to-do list is easily doable. Expect a new assignment with a senior colleague to guide you through it. You'll discover you're better than you think and might uncover a hidden talent. Got a big presentation, job interview, or PR/marketing campaign? The results will make you smile.  

([?]) Promised payment may be delayed. A friend from afar could bring you a money-making opportunity or a heartfelt gift. Sudden expenses involving your living space, vehicle, or devices might come up. Save your wants for later.

() You two act as co-pilots for all major life moves, listening and levelling up together. Think symmetrical synergy, where one side never overpowers the other. That's super rare. New exciting experiences or uncharted adventures await you two. If you have a side piece, prepare for a soft-land, drama-free closure. 

([?]) Currently seeing someone? They'll want a serious label while you're still window shopping for better options. Don't blame yourself for keeping your choices open. A friend of a friend may confidently shoot their shot at you.

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) You'll keep tasks, people and resources running in perfect sync. Solo missions flow and team efforts land a sweet win that might spark a small toast. Unexpected travel or an impromptu pitch could land on your calendar. No need to freak. It's a golden shot disguised as chaos.  

([?]) A long-awaited payment or refund could arrive while a surprise source of support or income might pop in. Something you own or a skill you've got may suddenly become hot and spike in value. Keep late-night online shopping in check. BNPL isn't free money. If you're traveling overseas, watch out for pickpockets.

() Expect grown-up conversations about shared investments, joint accounts and long-term stability. A fresh routine, a shared hobby or exploring somewhere new could keep the spark alive and deepen the connection. Your sexy time combines familiar heat with new fantasies.

([?]) You may be fascinated by someone from work or at a work-related social event. You two should get to know each other in secret to avoid gossips. Also, someone online will slide in with a flirty DM.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Every curveball could be a win. You tackle your to-do list with full force and focus until there's nothing left. A surprise chance to change department, relocate or jump ship for a new organisation may show up. It'll come with limited time to decide, so don't spiral into overthinking. Your instincts will know what's right.  

([?]) Money will match your hard hustle. Extra cash might slide in from under-the-radar work or a grey-area project, so pretend you didn't hear that from us. You'll knock out essential payments with zero stress and shop intentionally, not impulsively. A friend may ask for a loan or beg you to guarantee their debt. Say no and protect your wallet.  

() You and your partner will enjoy quality time and create a few Insta-worthy moments. Whether it's soft intimacy at home or in the middle of a lively crowd, your connection feels smooth and effortless. Friends may admire you two as couple goals. Someone unaware you're off the market may try to rizz you up.  

([?]) You might catch feelings for the same person whom your friend is also into and their preference for your friend will be painfully obvious. Ouch, but don't let envy ruin the friendship. Dating app users, you may run into ONS hunters or FWB seekers. Maybe staying solo isn't actually that bad.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Your effort is turning into tangible results. A key project might land exactly the way you intended and the right eyes will notice you. More chances to show what you've got will roll in from both your main job and side hustle. You're on track with different priorities while growing your savings. Job interview this week? A swift yes is likely. 

([?]) Cash comes in strong and so does the temptation to spoil yourself and upgrade your lifestyle. Treat yourself but don't drift into a Yolo mode. Beware of new-gen Ponzi schemes or MLM scams. Partnership contracts deserve patience and careful reading.  

() No matter how busy life gets, you two manage to stay connected. Your sexy time may be less frequent, but it's spicy every time. A relative, who is known to be nosy, may ask when you two are going to have a baby and you'll handle it with grace and a smile.

([?]) You'll focus on building a bigger bank balance and a better version of yourself. Still, someone from work or a work-adjacent scene will likely try to get closer and look for excuses to connect. A friend or cousin might play matchmaker and set you up with someone high profile.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) This week you're a productivity powerhouse. You'll breeze through your to-do list ahead of schedule. Colleagues will be knocking on your door more than usual, asking for help and collaboration. Your boss might assign you some mentoring duties and offer you a chance to level up, grow your network and tap into fresh perspectives on the work landscape.

([?]) Several parties and gathering with friends cost more than expected but an income opportunity will surface and spark hope. If you're selling or brokering big-ticket items, expect success and clean contracts. Just watch out for scammers posing as friends or family members.

() You'll both pour energy into building the life you've been dreaming of. Schedules might get packed and priorities might shift, but mutual respect and steady support will keep the bond solid. Every moment you carve out for each other will feel invaluable. Between the sheets, comfort meets creative chemistry.  

([?]) If you're getting to know more than one admirer, you might soft-launch with the one who truly matches your energy. Single and searching? Someone could captivate you, though a language barrier or class gap might be a hurdle. Still, the differences could be what makes the connection electric.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Your instincts, imagination and logic work in perfect sync. You read the room fast and make the right calls without hesitation. No wonder higher-ups trust you with confidential matters. You'll be your team's trusted guru, peacekeeper and unofficial therapist. From your main job to side hustle and all the projects in between, you'll stay busy and score results that feel rewarding.  

([?]) Travel or your network could open doors and bring you real earning potential. Some of it may involve AI. Some of it won't. Something essential may break. You may have to deal with an unexpected fine. Spend with intention.  

() Words will connect and mutual support will feel solid. You two might create a healthy new routine, discover a shared interest or explore new territory that keeps the chemistry between you two fresh. Expect quality family time and a wave of support from either side that lifts up the relationship.  

([?]) Kinda seeing someone? Expect mental disconnect. Your attitudes aren't aligning and things might slowly drift into a quiet silence. You won't chase romance or rush anything. Still, someone's got their eye on you through your work circle or a regular hangout spot.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Miscommunication and new rules will pile on the pressure while higher-ups and clients won't stop raising the bar. Team drama might bubble up, so stay cool. Turn frustration into fuel. The payoff at the end will be worth every ounce of effort.  

([?]) Extra cash is coming your way, but so is the urge to splurge on quick thrills and luxuries. Yolo and Fomo energy will have you hitting "buy now" before logic kicks in, putting your financial freedom goals on pause. Still, joy beats regret ATM and you'll smile more than you stress.  

() This week demands next-level patience with your partner. Spending, lifestyle choices and parenting differences could spark friction. If you're in a LDR, choose your words wisely. Using break-up threats as a mind game could backfire to your face.  

([?]) Someone you've been texting or flirting with might fade out and go quiet, and you won't feel the need to chase. A new spark will appear and make your heartbeat do wild gymnastics. The twist is they might be a foreigner, a single parent or not your usual type. You'll quietly question whether you're compatible enough to make it work.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Your tough mission or project is closing with a clean win. Don't get comfortable yet, though. A tougher one is arriving with resource constraints and legal complications. It may feel chaotic, but fate's revealing bigger-picture insights and sharpening your strategising skill. Protect your energy like currency because this marathon needs stamina.

([?]) Money follows effort and this week shows receipts. A delayed payment or refund finally lands. You could also score an unexpected windfall. Keep it quiet or word spreads and suddenly everyone's calling you their "bestie" with empty pockets. Unexpected expenses might pop up to bite your wallet.  

() Talking money with your honey might feel tense and frustrating. But after some healthy back-and-forth, you'll land on the same page. Expect cosy moments and warmth in your relationship. Between the sheets, familiar rhythms meet new positions.

([?]) You'll prioritise building wealth and becoming your best self. Someone from your work circle will try to get closer and find cute excuses to talk with you. An old flame may resurface, acting caring and nostalgic, but they just want your cash or a casual hook-up.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Colleagues will cooperate and play nice. A senior may share their expertise to sharpen your skills and prep you for a bigger role. You'll crush deadlines and deliver clean results regardless of where you work from. Job hunting? Opportunities in health, food, service or creative industries could pop up unexpectedly.  

([?]) Cash conflicts could crop up with someone close to you. Urgent expenses around health, home, or vehicle may hit your wallet without warning. Skip big buys and bold bets. Do a no-buy week.

() This week exposes what's been hidden. A sudden moment might force you both past the silence and into dealing with what you've been avoiding. Tempers may flare fast. Fights might spark and reveal where you don't see eye-to-eye. Choose your words with care and patience.  

([?]) If you're dating or seeing someone, their main squeeze might show up armed with receipts and ready to confront you. You'll get a front-row seat to your person's true colours when threats and pressure hit. A friend online or IRL might flirt as they want more, but you'll keep boundaries solid and stick with friendship.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Your current headache will soon be gone. Don't celebrate yet, though. The next challenge is already on the way. Brace for crossed wires and twisted truths from colleagues or clients. Meetings may feel like a strategy game with quiet ego battles. Fate is refining your people skills and awakening sharper problem-solving.  

([?]) Financial friction could spark. Someone might eye your earnings or try snatching one of your income streams, though you'll have the upper hand. Essential bills get sorted with zero stress. Watch out for next-gen phishing and new-wave scams dressed up as fun deals or "treat yourself" moments. Stay sharp, stay skeptical.  

() You'll both pour energy into building the future you dream of. Life might get busy with responsibilities, but mutual respect and steady support will hold the connection tight. Every moment you carve out for each other will feel meaningful and fulfilling.  

([?]) Dating or talking to someone? The vibe may fade and you two could slowly become polite strangers. You meet fresh faces IRL and online. However, none meets the standard that you aim for. Expect drama because someone may call you a snob.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) Expect real returns. The results speak and people notice. Work will feel less like a chore and more like your main stage. A chance to step up might come out of nowhere. Collaboration flows and your network expands with almost zero friction. Entrepreneurs, get ready to meet a big fish.

([?]) Your income(s) will match your effort. Major win-win vibes are coming for financial talks; contracts will be signed, sealed and delivered smoothly. Your friend might clue you in on a new passive income worth exploring. You'll spend with intention, save with confidence and remain financially disciplined.  

() If your love has been lukewarm, things may get spicy again. You'll talk things through, forgive sincerely and find your rhythm again with warmth and playful energy. You'll laugh more, flirt more and remember why you picked each other. A shared win or unexpected gain could be the perfect excuse for a toast together.  

([?]) You get to know several admirers of the same and opposite sex. You wonder if you really have your orientation figured out. Trust your instincts. Follow the spark. Sometimes the heart wants what logic can't explain. Let desire teach you its language.
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                                Two major opinion polls released on Friday show the People's Party maintaining a clear lead in public support, with its prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut becoming the top choice for voters nationwide.
A nationwide survey conducted by Suan Dusit Poll of Suan Dusit University, released on Friday, found the People's Party ranking first in both party-list and constituency preferences, while Mr Natthaphong, 38, was the most favoured choice for prime minister.

People's Party leader Natthaphong's lead in the major opinion polls highlighted the stiff challenge facing caretaker Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul's bid to stay in power ahead of the Feb 8 general election. 

The Suan Dusit Poll was conducted among 26,621 respondents across the country using stratified random sampling based on regional population proportions. Data was collected through field surveys between Jan 16 and 28.

For party-list vote preference, respondents said they would vote for the following parties under the party-list system:


	People's Party: 35.99%

	Pheu Thai Party: 22.13%

	Bhumjaithai: 18.92%

	Democrat Party: 10.16%

	Klatham Party: 2.40%   




	Others: 5.93% (including Palang Pracharath, Setthakij Thai, Ruam Thai Sang Chart, Seri Ruam Thai and Thai Sang Thai parties)

	Undecided: 4.47%



For constituency MPs, voting intentions were as follows:


	People's Party: 33.46%

	Bhumjaithai: 21.52%

	Pheu Thai: 20.60%

	Democrat Party: 8.13%

	Klatham: 3.41%




	Others: 9.50% (including Ruam Thai Sang Chart, Setthakij Thai, Palang Pracharath, Thai Kao Mai and Thai Sang Thai)

	Undecided: 3.38%



When asked who they would like to see as the next prime minister, respondents named:


	Mr Natthaphong (People's Party): 35.07%   

	Yodchanan Wongsawat (Pheu Thai): 21.53%

	Mr Anutin (Bhumjaithai): 16.11%

	Abhisit Vejjajiva (Democrat Party): 12.97%

	Capt Thammanat Prompow (Klatham): 3.61%




	Others: 8.49%

	Undecided: 2.22%



[image: People's Party prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong ]
People's Party prime ministerial candidate Natthaphong 'Teng' Rueangpanyawut waves to his cheering supporters during the party's 'Trust The People' rally at Samyan Mitrtown in Bangkok on Jan 25, 2026. (Photo: Varuth Hirunyatheb)



A separate survey by Nida Poll of the National Institute of Development Administration (Nida) echoed similar findings, with Mr Nattaphong once again topping the list of preferred prime ministerial candidates.

The survey, titled "Election Momentum 2026: Round Two", was conducted nationwide between Jan 23 and 27, among 2,500 respondents above the age of 18.

Nida Poll found that:


	29.08% supported Mr Natthaphong as prime minister

	22.24% backed Mr Anutin

	12.52% favoured Mr Abhisit

	12.12% supported Mr Yodchanan

	9.36% said they had yet to find a suitable candidate



For constituency MPs, respondents showed their support for:


	People's Party: 33.56%

	Bhumjaithai: 22.76%

	Pheu Thai: 16.92%

	Democrat Party: 12.76%

	Setthakij: 3.44%



For party-list votes, the results were:


	People's Party: 34.20%

	Bhumjaithai: 22.60%

	Pheu Thai: 16.20%

	Democrat Party: 13.20%

	Setthakij: 3.40%



Both polls suggest the People's Party remains firmly in the lead as poll campaigning enters its final stretch, with Mr Natthaphong consolidating his position as the public's preferred choice for the 33rd prime minister.

Earlier, the second round nationwide survey by Rajabhat Poll also showed similar results, with the People's Party and Mr Natthaphong holding a commanding lead. Pheu Thai has moved into second place ahead of Bhumjaithai, 

The survey of 11,700 respondents nationwide took place between Jan 19 and 25. The results were announced on Thursday at Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University.

The People's Party is the successor to the Move Forward Party, which won the 2023 elections but was subsequently blocked by conservative lawmakers from forming a government and was later dissolved by court order.

Mr Anutin called a snap election on Dec 12 after less than 100 days as premier during a chaotic parliamentary session that could have led to a no-confidence vote and the collapse of his fragile minority government.

It also came during Thailand's fierce three-week border conflict with Cambodia.
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People's Party on Friday rolled out eight nationwide campaign caravans covering Bangkok and all 76 provinces in a final push ahead of the election, with its leader Natthaphong calling on voters to cast both constituency and party-list ballots for the party.

Leading the launch of the party's final campaign drive, Mr Natthaphong said the caravans would fan out across all provinces, despite opinion polls showing the party in the lead. He stressed that the party could not afford complacency and urged supporters to give his party a clear mandate by voting for it on both ballots.

Key party figures, including Parit Wachirasindhu, Natcha Boonchai-insawat and Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, leader of the Progressive Movement who is serving as a campaign assistant, joined the launch of the campaign caravan for the so-called Luk Nam Khem route in Rangsit district of Pathum Thani province on Friday morning.

Mr Natthaphong is scheduled to address a major rally at the football field of Kathu district office in Phuket province on Friday evening.

Mr Thanathorn, speaking from a campaign vehicle before departure, said the Luk Nam Khem caravan would campaign along the east, covering 47 constituencies. The party aimed to retain all its existing seats and win as many new ones as possible, he said.

The party's eight caravans set off simultaneously at about 8am on Friday, heading to all provinces. All vehicles were equipped with global positioning system (GPS) tracking, allowing the public to follow each caravan in real time from Friday onwards.
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                                A group of three suspects robbed five people on a street in Tokyo's Ueno district on Thursday night, fleeing with suitcases that the victims said contained around 420 million yen (85 million baht) in cash, according to police.
A few hours later, a man with luggage containing 190 million yen in cash was attacked early Friday with pepper spray in a parking lot at the capital's Haneda airport, but nothing was stolen from him, the police said.

In both cases, the victims said they were planning to transport the cash from Haneda airport to Hong Kong, the police and other sources said.

Investigators are looking into a possible link between the incidents.

The victims in central Tokyo, three Japanese and two Chinese nationals ranging in age from their 20s to 40s, were robbed at around 9.30pm (7.30pm Thailand time) in Taito Ward near JR Okachimachi Station as they were loading three suitcases containing the money into a passenger car.

One of the Chinese victims in his 40s was allegedly attacked with pepper spray by the group before they fled with the suitcases, the police said.

A pedestrian in his 50s was struck by a vehicle in the area around the same time that the suspects left the scene. A small blue passenger car was later found abandoned in the area. The pedestrian sustained minor injuries, the police said. 

The other attempted robbery was reported at around 12.10am Friday by a Japanese man in his 50s. He said he had gotten out of his car when a white vehicle approached, and a person in the back seat sprayed him with an eye irritant after calling out, "Hey!" 

The man suffered minor injuries. The attack was carried out by a group of three.

"The area around Okachimachi is lined with jewelry shops and has seen robberies before," a woman in her 50s who lives in the neighbourhood said, adding that the Thursday incident scared her.
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                                WASHINGTON - The US Treasury Department kept Japan on its currency watchlist and added Thailand on Thursday, saying both countries will be monitored for potentially unfair foreign-exchange practices as part of its biannual report to Congress.
In its latest semi-annual currency report, the Treasury said no major trading partner met all three criteria for enhanced analysis of currency practices during the last half of 2024 and the first six months of 2025.

The addition brings the monitoring list to 10 countries, with China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam, Germany, Ireland and Switzerland also remaining on the list.

All except Thailand were on the monitoring list in the previous report, with the department citing increases in the South Asian country's current and bilateral trade surpluses with the United States as the reason for its inclusion.

The department did not designate any trading partner as a currency manipulator, which could result in the imposition of US sanctions.

The report has traditionally focused on whether countries are engaging in one-sided currency intervention or other manipulation to resist appreciation against the dollar to keep their exports cheaper.

But going forward, the Treasury said it "is now monitoring more broadly the extent to which economies that choose to smooth exchange rate movements do so to resist depreciation pressure in the same manner as they do to resist appreciation pressure."

No specific country targeted

Asked if the change was meant [?]to scrutinise Japan's currency practices more closely amid recent yen weakness, a Treasury official said the changes were not meant to single out any one country, but to aid the department's analysis during periods covered by future reports, during which the dollar has weakened against major currencies. The next report, due in November, will include the second half of 2025.

The official said that in particular, the Treasury would be looking to see whether countries' interventions to resist depreciation against the dollar are symmetrical with their efforts to resist appreciation, or less aggressive.

[image: An employee of the foreign exchange trading company Gaitame.com works in front of monitors displaying the current Japanese Yen exchange rate against the US dollar, at their dealing room in Tokyo, Japan, on Monday. (Photo: Reuters)]
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Japan has been battling a weak yen, with policymakers using calibrated communication to drive the currency higher against the dollar without resorting to large-scale market intervention.

Tokyo's efforts won tacit backing from US authorities after the New York Federal Reserve conducted dollar/yen rate checks last week - considered a possible intervention precursor move - a source familiar with the matter told Reuters.

But US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on Wednesday said the US was "absolutely not" intervening to support the yen. The dollar index, which measures the greenback against a basket of currencies, edged  higher on Thursday for a second straight day after touching its weakest level since February 2022 on Tuesday.

Other influences monitored

The Treasury also said that for countries on the monitoring list, it will analyse whether other government policies are influencing foreign exchange markets, such as capital controls, macroprudential measures or the use of government investment vehicles or pension funds.

The Treasury also will study countries' use of foreign exchange swaps to sterilise or offset spot interventions to minimise their impacts on domestic monetary conditions, as well as trading partners' net forward positions.

Traditionally, the Treasury's three main criteria for analysing foreign exchange and determining manipulation are a trade surplus [?]with the US of at least $15 billion, a global current account surplus above 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) and persistent, one-way net foreign  exchange purchases that reach 2% of GDP. Countries that meet two of these are automatically added to the list.

The Treasury did not label China a currency manipulator, avoiding a potential escalation in trade tensions with Beijing, despite what it called "depreciation pressure" facing its yuan currency. But the department said China "stands out among our major trading partners in its lack of transparency around its exchange rate  policies and practices," repeating language from its previous report in June 2025.

"This lack of transparency will not preclude Treasury from designating China if available evidence suggests that it is intervening through formal or informal channels to resist (yuan) appreciation in the future," Treasury said.

[image: The US Treasury says Japan remains on a watchlist of major trading partners that Washington monitors for potentially unfair foreign exchange practices. (Photo: 123RF)]
The US Treasury says Japan remains on a watchlist of major trading partners that Washington monitors for potentially unfair foreign exchange practices. (Photo: 123RF)
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                                For the Seri Ruam Thai (SRT) Party, Pol Gen Sereepisuth Temeeyaves -- the party leader and its prime ministerial candidate -- is pushing a nationalist agenda at full throttle in the final stretch of its election campaign.
Though his party is small, Pol Gen Sereepisuth has drawn attention with his bold declarations, openly calling for the formation of an alliance that would be prepared to deploy a military force as far as Phnom Penh, Cambodia's capital, should his party join the government.

Only after such a decisive action, he argues, should negotiations begin to establish jointly managed border zones for the mutual benefit of both Thailand and Cambodia. As a former national police chief, his proposals for police reform are no less striking and have emerged as a central pillar of his campaign.

Pol Gen Sereepisuth, now in his golden years at 77 years old, has been elected to parliament several times.

He is currently promoting 12 flagship policies to voters during this campaign period.

These include increased national defence, police reform "for the people", free education and the cancellation of student loan debt, a universal citizen pension of 3,000 baht per month, disability allowances of 3,000 baht per month, a drug-free national agenda, the eradication of corruption and criminal influence, nationwide free healthcare with a single national ID card, land allocation for housing and livelihoods, the confiscation of weapons to "stop deaths", a dam for agriculture and flood and drought prevention and raising the retirement age for civil servants to 65 years old.

Defence agenda

Pol Gen Sereepisuth has consistently highlighted national defence as his primary selling point.

He has warned that conflict along the Cambodian border differs from wars in Europe, describing it as jungle warfare with a real possibility of it breaking out for a third time.

Speaking from his own experience years ago fighting communist insurgents, he said that any confrontation with Cambodia would require the military advancing all the way to Phnom Penh to definitively resolve the issue.

Otherwise, he argued, clashes would recur, leading to further Thai military casualties and prolonged anxiety among civilians.

"We must reclaim everything -- Battambang, Siem Reap, Koh Kong -- because these were once our territories," Pol Gen Sereepisuth said.

"The United States can conduct operations in Venezuela; we can do the same. Once the situation is halted, we can decide what to do next and formalise agreements -- for example, requiring Cambodia to pull back from the border by 1 to 1.5 kilometres. After that withdrawal, we could negotiate joint-use areas, perhaps one province per area."

Another core issue in his platform is police reform.

Pol Gen Sereepisuth criticised the most recent amendment to the Police Act in 2022, arguing that despite the reforms, the appointment of Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol as national police chief in 2023 demonstrated a failure of the process.

He claimed the appointee lacked management capability, rose too rapidly through the ranks and faced questions related to gambling and corruption cases -- clear signs, in his view, that reform had not worked.

True reform, he insisted, must begin with people. Police officers must be properly educated to solve citizens' problems effectively.

Police background

He explained that non-commissioned officers are currently recruited with only a high school certificate, undergo short training and earn a starting salary of about 15,000 baht per month -- conditions he described as insufficient to ensure professionalism.

Pol Gen Sereepisuth proposed requiring at least a bachelor's degree in law, political science or other specialised fields so officers would possess the knowledge needed to serve the public.

For commissioned officers, he suggested opening recruitment to candidates with a legal qualification or a master's degree.

With qualifications on par with judges and prosecutors, police salaries could be raised to comparable levels, he said.

With this level of education, he argued, the police would be far better equipped to assist the public.

Regarding the Police Cadet Academy, Pol Gen Sereepisuth said it is unnecessary for officers to attend military preparatory schools or spend five years at the academy, calling it a waste of the national budget.

He proposed a new model in which candidates would first complete a bachelor's degree, then undergo two years of specialised training at the academy, tailored to operational needs such as law, technology, computer science or other relevant fields reflecting modern society and evolving crime patterns.

Graduates would receive a master's degree, he said.

"Only in this way," he said, "will we have quality police officers".

Politically, Pol Gen Sereepisuth said he does not intend to divide into camps or automatically align with any side if elected.

However, if his party were to join a governing coalition, he expressed a desire to serve as deputy prime minister overseeing the Royal Thai Police, or as defence minister to address Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen, believed to be the ultimate power behind the government in Phnom Penh, and border issues "in a systematic and decisive manner".

Off social media

Pol Gen Sereepisuth acknowledged that he does not expect to win many seats, having fielded constituency candidates in just 21 districts nationwide.

He conceded that vote-buying remains widespread and said he is relying primarily on party-list seats.

"I admit that this time I have no momentum on social media at all," Pol Gen Sereepisuth said. "I hope the trend improves as election day approaches. For now, all I can do is keep campaigning. But we are not discouraged. I want to tell undecided voters that if you choose the same old parties, nothing will change. If you choose our party, real and positive change will happen -- without a doubt."
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                                Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has unveiled a plan to transform the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) into a global entertainment and tourism hub, anchored by a proposed "Disneyland Thailand".
Mr Phiphat, also a deputy prime minister, said the project aims to position Thailand as a leading economic and tourism centre, while firmly ruling out any casino element. He stressed the plan was realistic and achievable with strong political will and coordination among state agencies.

He said the Sports Authority of Thailand is working with the government to prepare suitable land in Chon Buri province to support the mega project. The EEC already has key advantages, including extensive land availability and advanced infrastructure such as the high-speed rail link connecting three airports and the expansion of U-Tapao International Airport.

"With the foundations already in place, the next step is attracting private investment through public-private partnerships," Mr Phiphat said, adding policy support could allow the project to move forward without delay.

The development is envisioned as an "Entertainment and Lifestyle Complex" meeting international standards. Planned facilities include a concert and event hall capable of hosting world-class performances, a new 80,000-seat national stadium to attract major international sporting events, and a global-standard theme park.

Addressing concerns over grey-area businesses, Mr Phiphat said the project would be strictly free of gambling.

"There will be no casino and no exploitation of the public," he said. "The focus is on a clean, creative and sustainable space for music, sports and family-friendly activities."

Economically, the project is expected to generate value comparable to the other Disneyland outlets in Asia. Mr Phiphat said it would create tens of thousands of jobs across sectors such as engineering, performing arts and event management, while helping distribute income to local communities nationwide.

Meanwhile, U-Tapao International Aviation and the Eastern Economic Corridor Office yesterday signed a management agreement to kick-start the long-delayed U-Tapao Airport and Eastern Aerotropolis project.
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                                The Pheu Thai Party has vowed to implement comprehensive reform of the Social Security Fund (SSF) within three months if it returns to office after the election.
The party pledged to restructure the fund's governing board, return decision-making power to insured members, and place investments under independent professional management.

Speaking at the party headquarters, Pheu Thai deputy leader and former labour minister Pongkawin Jungrungruangkit, deputy leader and former deputy finance minister Paopoom Rojanasakul, and Dr Prommin Lertsuridej, former secretary-general to the prime minister, outlined the party's proposals to address longstanding concerns surrounding the SSF.

Mr Pongkawin said the fund currently holds reserves of about 2.8 trillion baht but generates an average annual return of only 2.8%, a level he described as inadequate given the fund's size. By comparison, he noted, the Government Pension Fund delivers significantly higher returns.

"Insured members are losing enormous economic opportunities. Their money should be growing to provide long-term security, but instead it is failing to keep pace with inflation and rising living costs," Mr Pongkawin said.

He recalled that during his brief tenure as labour minister, he ordered the transfer of the labour permanent secretary to allow transparent investigations into allegations surrounding the Social Security Office (SSO). He added that a key reform he sought to advance was restructuring the Social Security Board so that its chairperson would be elected from among board members, rather than automatically being the labour permanent secretary.

Dr Prommin said the party's reform agenda aims to turn the SSF into a true pillar of economic security for insured members. He outlined seven key measures, including safeguarding benefits, restoring elections for insured-member representatives, and ensuring that the board chair is chosen by the board itself.

Pheu Thai also proposed shifting investment management to independent professionals to rebuild confidence and prevent interference, he said.
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                                The Election Commission is looking into a series of suspicious cash withdrawals totalling over 450 million baht, which were flagged by the Bank of Thailand (BoT) over concerns that the money could be used to buy votes ahead of the election on Feb 8.
According to EC secretary-general Sawaeng Boonmee, the decision was taken after the central bank noticed a series of unusually large cash withdrawals over the past 10 days, with amounts ranging from tens to hundreds of millions of baht.

The withdrawals, he said, were made in mostly 100- and 500-baht notes -- a pattern which investigators said was inconsistent with normal commercial transactions.

The BoT has forwarded information on the transactions to both the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) and the EC for further scrutiny.

Mr Sawaeng said he has held preliminary discussions with the BoT governor and would meet again shortly to work out practical arrangements for cooperation, noting that the two agencies do not currently have a memorandum of understanding on information sharing.

"The EC has instructed its investigative teams to closely monitor constituencies where electoral competition is particularly intense and where there are concerns that large sums of money may be unlawfully distributed," he said.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas praised the BoT governor for identifying the irregularities, noting that the findings were the result of a broader initiative to build a financial data bureau and track the movement of so-called "grey money".

"Once an irregular behaviour is identified, the matter becomes the responsibility of investigators. The governor has also passed the information to the Election Commission for examination," Mr Ekniti said.

BoT governor Vitai Ratanakorn said the central bank has requested all commercial banks to report suspicious cash withdrawals covering a period from roughly two weeks ago through to the end of February.

He said on Wednesday that at least two suspicious cash withdrawals were detected. One involved a withdrawal of 250 million baht, while another involved a total of 200 million baht taken from two banks.

The account holders requested the cash to be paid out in 100-baht notes, which further raised concerns about irregular financial activity.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said that he has seen the governor's explanation on social media, and he believes the matter has been handled appropriately.
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                                Thailand's new National Oil Plan will not be affected by PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc's (OR) decision to discontinue sales of gasohol E85, according to the Department of Energy Business (DOEB).
The plan, set to guide energy policy from 2026 to 2050, is aligned with Thailand's pledge to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Biofuels remain central to this strategy, alongside alternative energy sources such as hydrogen and electric mobility.

Gasohol, a blend of gasoline and ethanol derived from cassava or sugar residue, is one of Thailand's key measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Among the blends available, E85 has the highest ethanol content at 85%, followed by E20, which contains 20% ethanol, and gasohol 95 and 91, each with 10% ethanol.

OR announced earlier this month that it would stop supplying E85 from Feb 1, leading to a nationwide phase-out at PTT stations.

Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the DOEB, said the move would not affect the oil plan, noting that E85 accounts for only a small share of consumption and has long been unprofitable.

"This is a normal business decision to cut losses," he said, adding that Susco Plc had already ceased E85 sales in 2020.

From January to November last year, daily demand for gasohol and gasoline averaged 31.5 million litres, up 0.9% year-on-year. Gasohol 95 dominated consumption at 19.5 million litres a day, while E85 demand stood at just 60,000 litres a day, the DOEB's data shows.

Bangchak Corporation Plc remains the only major retailer still offering E85 at its stations nationwide. A company source said Bangchak would continue sales for now, but would reassess its position at a later date.

Biofuels face higher production costs than fossil fuels, and the government has subsidised ethanol-blended fuels, except E85, through the Oil Fuel Fund. That subsidy is set to expire in September.

According to the Energy Policy and Planning Office, the pre-tax price of gasohol 95 is 15 baht a litre, compared with 15.68 baht for E20 and 19.24 baht for E85.

Meanwhile, global energy trends remain uncertain. The International Energy Agency (IEA) has recently revised its forecasts, suggesting oil demand could continue rising through 2050, contrary to earlier predictions of a peak around 2030.

IEA data is among the factors being considered in drafting the National Oil Plan.
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                                With Thailand's economic growth projected to drop to the lowest in a decade in 2026, excluding the pandemic years, weighed down by long-standing structural problems, corruption and grey capital, policymakers from across the political spectrum gathered to exchange in-depth perspectives on the country's economic outlook ahead of the Feb 8 general election.
They shared their views on a variety of topics at "Election 2026: Decoding the Economic Future", a forum held by the Bangkok Post and TNN16.

Most political parties have pledged to fast-track efforts to address household debt and corruption as top priorities during their first 90 days in office.

Pichai Naripthaphan, a former commerce minister from the Pheu Thai Party, said the party's policies focus on reducing expenses, increasing income and expanding opportunities, with the goal of transforming Thailand into a high-income country.

This effort requires upgrading the export sector and addressing persistently high household debt levels, he said. To reduce the cost of living, the party proposes a flat 20-baht electric train fare.

To increase state revenue it is proposing a "9-millionaire lottery" aimed at drawing more people into the tax system.

Economist Anusorn Thammajai of the People's Party encouraged Thailand to stop deflationary pressures and an economic recession by injecting 250 billion baht into the system.

The first 50 billion baht, he said, would be provided as loans to small and medium-sized enterprises, the next 100 billion would be invested in SMEs, and the final 100 billion would be extended as credit for the real estate sector.

In addition, the party proposes a 1,000-baht cash handout to 12 million people to stimulate economic circulation.

Werapong Prapha, deputy leader of the Democrat Party, said the party wants to tackle scammer-related crimes by enforcing asset seizure laws and addressing corruption in the public sector.

'State Watch' platform

Democrats would introduce a "State Watch" platform to monitor government procurement, expand negotiations on free trade agreements (FTAs) with more countries, develop income insurance policies for workers and farmers, and provide welfare for the elderly, people with disabilities, and mothers and children.

Suradech Taweesaengsakulthai of the Thai Sang Thai Party said it proposes debt relief and capital injection, offering micro-loans ranging from 10,000 to 100,000 baht for small borrowers, and SME loans from 1-10 million baht at interest of 12% per year, along with a strong anti-corruption drive.

Kanate Wangpaichitr from the Thaikaomai Party said the party would dismantle the old economic structure that has been in place for 50 years and create 1,000 regional- and global-level SMEs. He said these firms would form supply chains supporting tens of thousands of domestic companies.

Aekpittaya Iemkongaek from the Rak Chart Party said the party would focus on resolving debt problems for retail borrowers by purchasing debt from financial institutions.

Two profitable state-owned financial institutions, each earning about 15 billion baht annually, would be assigned to jointly provide 300 billion baht in loans to small borrowers over three years.

Mr Anusorn said Thai economic growth of 3-5% remains achievable, provided household incomes are increased and debt burdens reduced. He said corruption must be tackled to address budget leakages.

Mr Werapong said the Democrats also believe 5% GDP growth can be achieved within four years by reforming public administration so it does not obstruct the business sector.

Credit bureau reforms essential

A fundamental overhaul of the credit bureau system is needed as the current practice of blacklisting borrowers for three years after a single default has excluded around 5 million working-age Thais from formal finance, Atavit Suwanpakdee of the United Thai Nation Party told the forum.

He proposed replacing it with a credit score-based framework that would restore access immediately after debts are repaid and reward responsible borrowers with lower interest rates.

SMEs need easier access to capital and genuine one-stop services, while salaried and gig workers earning less than 40,000 baht per month should be exempt from income tax and supported through reskilling vouchers, said Mr Werapong.

Mr Aekpittaya of Rak Chat warned that Thailand's ageing population and shrinking workforce would constrain rapid income growth, underscoring the importance of skills development.

Mr Suradech said Thai Sang Thai supported attracting fresh capital inflows through digital foreign investment and nationwide megaprojects, alongside "Super FDI" initiatives aimed at bringing advanced technologies back to Thailand.

EEC revival in spotlight

Forum participants also touched on ways to revitalise the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) by focusing more on investment in modern digital technology, notably data centres and AI, as well as better facilitation of business development,.

"We have to fuel EEC growth with electricity and water," said Mr Pichai Naripthaphan of Pheu Thai.

Spanning parts of Chon Buri, Rayong and Chachoengsao, the EEC is set to host 12 targeted S-curve industries, including new-generation cars and smart electronics. The area is to be developed into a high-tech industrial hub.

The area requires further development to facilitate investment in data centres, which require a vast amount of clean electricity and water to cool computer servers, said Mr Pichai.

"Data centres and AI are going to change the world," he said. "I believe our electricity and water are available to serve investment in these technologies."

Mr Atavit agreed additional clean energy supplies were needed to serve new investment, especially for data centres.

He said EEC officials also need to improve the ease of doing business by reducing paperwork and shortening the lengthy process of developing companies in the corridor.

Time to speed up trade talks

The forum also heard proposals for finalising negotiations on US tariffs and other free trade agreements (FTAs), while exploring new markets to mitigate the effects of the trade war.

The Democrats' Mr Werapong said Thailand must conclude the US tariff negotiations as soon as possible.

"We will appoint economic envoys to ensure negotiations proceed transparently and inclusively, involving the business sector and civil society," he said. "This will enhance public understanding of Thailand's negotiating position with the US."

He also proposed creating an "FTA fund" to help farmers and small and medium-sized enterprises adapt and enhance their competitiveness.

He said Thailand must explore new export markets to reduce reliance on the US and Chinese supply chains, identifying the EU, the UK and Middle Eastern countries as promising destinations.

Mr Anusorn proposed forming a strategic team for trade negotiations that would prioritise the interests of the entire population rather than specific sectors.

The party suggests a "Go North-Go South" strategy to strengthen ties with East Asian countries, aimed at developing Thailand's own technologies.

He said Thailand must also expand into Africa and Latin America to reduce its reliance on the US market.

"In trade negotiations, we may grant market access for some imported products to benefit consumers and promote competition," he said.
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        Vietnam police seize tonnes of fake coffee products made from soybeans
        HANOI - Police &zwj;in Vietnam &zwj;have launched a criminal investigation into a warehouse accused of producing fake coffee made from soybeans following &zwnj;a raid earlier this week, the  Ministry of Public Security said on Thursday.

      

      
        Singapore property execs resign over adultery allegations
        SINGAPORE --- PropertyLimBrothers' (PLB) CEO and co-founder Melvin Lim and vice-president of strategy, Grayce Tan, have stepped down from their roles amid allegations of adultery, which surfaced over the weekend.

      

      
        Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan despite geopolitical tensions
        Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan as a holiday destination despite ongoing geopolitical tensions between Beijing and Tokyo, thanks to unaffected flight routes and a weaker yen, local industry operators have said.

      

      
        Singapore's aviation showcase to reflect region's defence uncertainties, growth ambitions
        Asia's premier aviation event is poised to showcase planes, &zwnj;parts and weapons as the industry juggles growing demand for air travel with  geopolitical challenges and chronic supply constraints.

      

      
        US adds Thailand to currency watchlist
        WASHINGTON - The US Treasury Department kept Japan on its currency watchlist and added Thailand on Thursday, saying both countries will be monitored for potentially unfair foreign-exchange practices as part of its biannual report to Congress.

      

      
        Jaymart, Singer eye larger slice of B100bn smartphone market
        Despite economic headwinds, Jaymart Mobile Co Ltd has continued to expand its branch network to increase coverage, while Singer Thailand is placing greater emphasis on smartphone loans, with both aiming to grow their share of Thailand's 100-billion-baht smartphone market.

      

      
        Crypto-backed loans allowed on novel Thai platform
        Liberix, a Thailand-based financial services platform, has launched the country's first platform allowing users to borrow baht using Bitcoin and other digital assets as collateral, expanding the use of cryptocurrencies beyond trading and speculation.

      

      
        Oil plan presses ahead as E85 exits fuel mix
        Thailand's new National Oil Plan will not be affected by PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc's (OR) decision to discontinue sales of gasohol E85, according to the Department of Energy Business (DOEB).

      

      
        Vietnam outshines Thai infrastructure
        Thailand's biggest tourism concern is infrastructure delays, as Vietnam is quickly developing its accommodation, airports and plans to grow tourism clusters, says a hospitality firm.

      

      
        SCG leans on AI, cost control in uncertain times
        SET-listed Siam Cement Group (SCG), Thailand's largest cement maker and industrial conglomerate, is focusing on cost control, business restructuring and technology adoption as it navigates a more uncertain global environment shaped by new trade and climate rules.
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                                HANOI - Police in Vietnam have launched a criminal investigation into a warehouse accused of producing fake coffee made from soybeans following a raid earlier this week, the  Ministry of Public Security said on Thursday.
The police seized 4.1 tonnes of fake coffee products and three tonnes of raw materials during the raid, which took place in the Central Highlands province of Lam Dong, the ministry said in a statement.


Vietnam is the world's largest producer of Robusta coffee, which has a bitter taste and is used mainly in instant coffee. The Central Highlands is the country's key coffee growing area.


Luong Viet Kiem, the owner of the warehouse, admitted to the police that his firm mixed soybeans and flavourings with coffee beans to produce ground coffee for the local market, according to the statement.


Reuters couldn't immediately reach Kiem for comment.


The police said the warehouse raid came following a search on Tuesday of a truck carrying 1,056 bags of ground coffee weighing 528 kilogrammes, which had no accompanying documentation.


Further investigations are underway, they said.


"Fake coffee products are not rare, and they can be made from soybean or corn, or even both," said Nguyen Quang Tho, a coffee trader based in the neighbouring province of  Dak Lak.


"Soybeans and corn are edible and a lot cheaper than real coffee beans, but who knows if it's safe for the health to drink these fake coffee products," Tho trader.


Farmers in the Central Highlands are selling coffee beans at 100,500-100,100 dong (122 baht) per kg, around three times higher than the price for soybeans.


In 2018, police in the Central  Highlands arrested five people suspected of using battery chemicals to dye waste coffee beans and sell the mixture as black pepper.


Vietnam exported 1.6 million tonnes of coffee valued at $8.9 billion last  year, up 18.3% in volume and 58.8% in value, according to the government's customs data.
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                                SINGAPORE -- PropertyLimBrothers' (PLB) CEO and co-founder Melvin Lim and vice-president of strategy, Grayce Tan, have stepped down from their roles amid allegations of adultery, which surfaced over the weekend.
Video footage filmed in front of an office room with a curtain-lined glass door showed Lim and Tan leaving suspiciously after moaning sounds were heard from the inside. As sounds from the office stopped, Lim stepped out with a packet of wet tissues before going inside the room again, to leave together with Tan as he locked the door, the viral video showed. 

Having been one of Singapore's most talked about scandals of the week, a screenshot of Lim's alleged apology surfaced on Reddit.

"I made a personal mistake and crossed boundaries I should not have crossed. I take full responsibility for that, and I want to apologise sincerely for the disappointment and distraction this has caused the team.

"I've addressed this responsibility with my family and am taking time now for the next few months to focus on restoring and protecting my family.

"To protect the business, the people, and the culture we've built together, we are putting clear leadership continuity in place with immediate effect."

PLB, one of Singapore's leading real-estate agencies, has said they have "completed an internal review following recent events" and has since appointed Marc Chan, former vice-president of operations, as interim CEO. 

Both Lim and Tan were delisted as employees of the company on Jan 26. 

PLB was formed by Lim and Adrian Lim in 2017. Melvin Lim is married with two children, while Tan got married in September last year. 
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                                Hong Kong travellers continue to favour Japan as a holiday destination despite ongoing geopolitical tensions between Beijing and Tokyo, thanks to unaffected flight routes and a weaker yen, local industry operators have said.
Travel agencies also identified mainland China as the top destination for Hong Kong travel groups, as they gathered at an exhibition on Thursday to promote packages for the coming spring season.


Beijing recently issued a warning to its citizens, cautioning them against travelling to Japan during the coming Lunar New Year holiday, as the row over Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's November comments about Taiwan rumbled on.


State broadcaster CCTV reported that February flights along 49 routes between China and Japan had been cancelled.


However, Moon Yau Moon-yee, assistant general manager at Sunflower Travel Services and vice-chairman of the Tourism Industry Employees' General Union, said Hong Kong tour groups bound for Japan were largely unaffected by the tensions.


Flights from the city to Japan have not been affected, Yau said, adding that the weaker yen has further encouraged Hongkongers to spend there.


"Hong Kong residents' enthusiasm for travelling to Japan has never faded," he said. "Meanwhile, when flights from mainland China were cancelled, some travellers across the border would choose to fly from Hong Kong as flights here are not affected."


Yau was speaking while attending the Hong Kong Holiday and Travel Expo, which runs from Thursday to Sunday.


While noting that around 70% of Hong Kongers travelled to Japan on their own, Yau said the mainland has become the top destination for his travel agency, with Xinjiang drawing the most interest, followed by Yunnan.


Another exhibitor, Wing On Travel, also said it did not see a decline in customer appetite for Japan-bound trips.


"This year we did receive more inquiries for long-haul mainland and South Korea trips, but there is no significant drop in [inquiries for] Japan," a spokeswoman for the agency told the South China Morning Post.


At the expo, Wing On Travel was promoting packages for departures during the Lunar New Year holiday, as well as cherry blossom tours to Wuhan in central China, South Korea and Japan, the spokeswoman added.


Optimism was also shared by Okini Home, a Hong Kong-based holiday home rental platform under FM Investment Group.


The platform manages bookings for around 800 flats in Osaka and had gained around 500 new users from the expo as of Thursday afternoon.


"Impacts from politics are temporary," said Amous Lee, CEO and a founding partner of the group, projecting that demand from Hong Kong tourists would remain consistently strong.


According to the Japan National Tourism Organisation, more than 2.5 million Hong Kong residents visited the country in 2025, a 6.2% drop from the previous year.


The number of Hong Kong tourists to Japan plunged by nearly 37% in July 2025 after rumours spread that a major earthquake was imminent.


At the expo's opening ceremony, Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism Rosanna Law Shuk-pui projected an uptake in both inbound and outbound travel for the coming year.

"With the opening of the third runway of the Hong Kong airport, our flights have recovered to 81% of the 2018-19 level. Looking into this year, this number would further rebound to 86%," she said.


"This will not only attract more travellers to Hong Kong, but will also bring more choices to our travel-loving residents."
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                                Asia's premier aviation event is poised to showcase planes, parts and weapons as the industry juggles growing demand for air travel with  geopolitical challenges and chronic supply constraints.
Next week's biennial Singapore Airshow comes as the Southeast Asian city-state and neighbouring countries ponder China's continued arms build-up in the region while looking over their shoulder at an increasingly isolationist United States.

US-built Lockheed Martin F-35 fighter jets from the Royal Australian Air Force will mark their debut at the show as Singapore's military awaits its first deliveries of the type, though some analysts wonder how much the alliances underpinning such programmes have been damaged.

"The main question is how will Asian countries assess what the US defence commitment is to the region," said Byron Callan, managing partner at research firm Capital Alpha Partners in Washington.

The Feb 3-8 event, Asia's largest air show, is expected to attract more than 1,000 companies including aircraft manufacturers, airlines, arms firms and military delegations from around the world.

Its defence segment is expected to garner significant interest, with rising military budgets across the Asia-Pacific region spurred by intensifying geopolitical tensions, according to security analysts and industry executives.

Governments and defence contractors are expected to pursue investments in a broad range of technologies, from helicopters and missile defence systems to drones and counter-drone capabilities, as countries seek stronger defences along with enhanced intelligence, surveillance and early warning solutions.

Airline fleets expanding

The show also comes at a [?]pivotal moment for the global civil aviation sector. Airlines are working to solidify their post-pandemic recoveries and expanding fleets while manufacturers continue to grapple with lingering supply chain bottlenecks and trade restrictions.

Fleet expansion across the Asia-Pacific region is expected to remain "robust subject to supply chain bottlenecks," said Subhas Menon, head of the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA).

Southeast Asia and India are set to lead growth, although he cautioned that "protectionism and trade friction mean no easy solutions in sight" for longstanding supply challenges.

Although it is not usually a big event for commercial aircraft orders, Airbus and Boeing head to the show with challenges mounting to their longstanding duopoly.

China's Comac is vying for attention with its homegrown C919 passenger jet, which will make a second appearance this year after dominating headlines two years ago.

"People will obviously watch Comac with interest," said Adam Cowburn, managing director at Alton Aviation Consultancy.

"Their early success outside of China has been largely a Southeast Asian story. It'll be interesting to see if that story evolves further either at the airshow or in the coming year."

While Comac is seeking to establish itself as a viable alternative to the Airbus-Boeing duopoly, it remains heavily reliant on domestic  airlines and smaller carriers in Southeast Asia including in Cambodia, Brunei, Laos, Vietnam and Indonesia.

Its two existing models - the C919 narrow-body and smaller C909 regional jet - lack certifications from Western regulators, limiting their appeal beyond markets closely aligned with China.

Like other manufacturers, Comac has also fallen short of its own delivery targets, primarily due to supply chain challenges.

"They are delivering far fewer airplanes in a year than either Boeing or Airbus delivers in a single month. The gap is substantial," Cowburn said.

Even so, in a reminder of Comac's commercial ambitions just ahead of the Singapore show, the jetmaker rolled out the first major variant of its C919 jet, pictures on social media showed.

The shortened 140-seat [?]variant, designed to operate in plateau areas such as the Tibetan capital of Lhasa, surfaced for the first time outside Comac's factory on  Jan 21, industry publication the Air Current reported. Comac also plans a larger stretched variant.

Brazil's Embraer will also be touting its regional jets at the show, days after announcing a potential new assembly line in India, the world's fastest-growing aviation market.

Sustainability will feature prominently at this year's event, particularly developments in sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) and next-generation propulsion systems. However, the transition to cleaner energy remains fraught with challenges.

"SAF is also caught up with  supply chain, protectionism, and trade barriers. Traditional fuel suppliers have not seriously joined the transition from fossil fuels," AAPA's Menon said, adding that ageing fleets continued to limit efficiency gains.
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                                WASHINGTON - The US Treasury Department kept Japan on its currency watchlist and added Thailand on Thursday, saying both countries will be monitored for potentially unfair foreign-exchange practices as part of its biannual report to Congress.
In its latest semi-annual currency report, the Treasury said no major trading partner met all three criteria for enhanced analysis of currency practices during the last half of 2024 and the first six months of 2025.

The addition brings the monitoring list to 10 countries, with China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam, Germany, Ireland and Switzerland also remaining on the list.

All except Thailand were on the monitoring list in the previous report, with the department citing increases in the South Asian country's current and bilateral trade surpluses with the United States as the reason for its inclusion.

The department did not designate any trading partner as a currency manipulator, which could result in the imposition of US sanctions.

The report has traditionally focused on whether countries are engaging in one-sided currency intervention or other manipulation to resist appreciation against the dollar to keep their exports cheaper.

But going forward, the Treasury said it "is now monitoring more broadly the extent to which economies that choose to smooth exchange rate movements do so to resist depreciation pressure in the same manner as they do to resist appreciation pressure."

No specific country targeted

Asked if the change was meant [?]to scrutinise Japan's currency practices more closely amid recent yen weakness, a Treasury official said the changes were not meant to single out any one country, but to aid the department's analysis during periods covered by future reports, during which the dollar has weakened against major currencies. The next report, due in November, will include the second half of 2025.

The official said that in particular, the Treasury would be looking to see whether countries' interventions to resist depreciation against the dollar are symmetrical with their efforts to resist appreciation, or less aggressive.
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Japan has been battling a weak yen, with policymakers using calibrated communication to drive the currency higher against the dollar without resorting to large-scale market intervention.

Tokyo's efforts won tacit backing from US authorities after the New York Federal Reserve conducted dollar/yen rate checks last week - considered a possible intervention precursor move - a source familiar with the matter told Reuters.

But US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on Wednesday said the US was "absolutely not" intervening to support the yen. The dollar index, which measures the greenback against a basket of currencies, edged  higher on Thursday for a second straight day after touching its weakest level since February 2022 on Tuesday.

Other influences monitored

The Treasury also said that for countries on the monitoring list, it will analyse whether other government policies are influencing foreign exchange markets, such as capital controls, macroprudential measures or the use of government investment vehicles or pension funds.

The Treasury also will study countries' use of foreign exchange swaps to sterilise or offset spot interventions to minimise their impacts on domestic monetary conditions, as well as trading partners' net forward positions.

Traditionally, the Treasury's three main criteria for analysing foreign exchange and determining manipulation are a trade surplus [?]with the US of at least $15 billion, a global current account surplus above 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) and persistent, one-way net foreign  exchange purchases that reach 2% of GDP. Countries that meet two of these are automatically added to the list.

The Treasury did not label China a currency manipulator, avoiding a potential escalation in trade tensions with Beijing, despite what it called "depreciation pressure" facing its yuan currency. But the department said China "stands out among our major trading partners in its lack of transparency around its exchange rate  policies and practices," repeating language from its previous report in June 2025.

"This lack of transparency will not preclude Treasury from designating China if available evidence suggests that it is intervening through formal or informal channels to resist (yuan) appreciation in the future," Treasury said.

[image: The US Treasury says Japan remains on a watchlist of major trading partners that Washington monitors for potentially unfair foreign exchange practices. (Photo: 123RF)]
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                                Despite economic headwinds, Jaymart Mobile Co Ltd has continued to expand its branch network to increase coverage, while Singer Thailand is placing greater emphasis on smartphone loans, with both aiming to grow their share of Thailand's 100-billion-baht smartphone market.
Jaymart Mobile and Singer Thailand recently jointly introduced mobile loans, enabling fully online loan applications for the first time in Thailand.

The strategic move is targeting Gen Z users and working professionals.

As of February 2025, Jaymart Group Holdings owned a 25.2% share of Singer Thailand.

"With full-scale entry into the online smartphone loan market, it enables our company to address the pain point of users who purchase such devices online," said Dusit Sukumvitaya, chief executive of Jaymart Mobile.

Buyers can verify their identities through a know-your-customer system using the ThaID app, allowing them to complete their loan applications online.

The entire purchasing process will be completed online, including placing orders for home delivery or opting for self-pickup at a preferred branch.

"We have fast delivery within one hour in Bangkok and its suburbs, while upcountry we can deliver on a next-day basis," said Mr Dusit.

Customers can apply for loans via both Jaymart and Singer.

Mr Dusit said Thailand's smartphone market is valued at 100 billion baht and the company is keen to gain more market share.

Singer is the parent company of SG Capital Public Co Ltd, a provider of smartphone loan services.

SG Capital operates SG Finance+, which offers loans worth 2 billion baht a month, while Samsung Finance+, through a partnership with Jaymart, offers loans worth 5 billion baht a month.

Customers on average opt to pay instalments for a period of 18 months from a choice of 12,18 or 24 months and they like to pay instalments on smartphones costing 10,000-15,000 baht.

Mr Dusit expected smartphones priced 18,000-19,000 baht to be popular for instalments this year as phone makers are focusing on the sale of smartphones in the 15,000-20,000-baht price range.

This year the company aims to gain revenue of 15 billion baht, of which 5 billion baht will be from device sales via its instalment programme, compared with last year's revenue of 10 billion baht, of which 3 billion baht came from device sales via instalments.

NETWORK EXPANSION

This year Jaymart will expand its retail network by an additional 100 branches, penetrating deeper into district areas, bringing its total number of branches nationwide to 400.

It will also increase the number of dealers within the Jaymart network to sell smartphones with its financing programme from 1,700 dealers last year to 2,500.

Mobile phone buyers prefer to purchase devices directly from stores as they wish to handle the device and also benefit from offline promotional packages or trade-in/trade-up programmes, said Mr Dusit.

Narathip Wirunechatapant, chief executive of Singer Thailand, said this full online mobile loan service is the first in the market as other mobile phone distributors allow users to only register via an online channel to express their interest to pay for the devices on an instalment basis.

Singer has just entered the mobile loan market with a new online channel to help increase its sales.

The smartphone loan market offers potential and the tough economy makes instalment payments an attractive choice for buyers, Mr Narathip said.

This year Singer has set a 900-million-baht revenue target from smartphones sales, up from 230 million baht in 2025.

Last year, buyers preferred to pay instalments when purchasing smartphones priced around 12,000 baht but this year the instalment trend is expected to be more prevalant when it comes to devices priced around 19,000 baht.

The company's rate of non-performing loans is still below 3%, he added.

This year Singer will rebalance its instalment portfolio by increasing the share held by smartphones and reducing that of consumer electronics.

Consumer electronic devices have a high debt ratio of 15%, due to rising household debt. But this is offset by the high margin of 40% when it comes to the consumer electronic devices.

Last year, smartphones accounted for 20% of its instalment payment portfolio while consumer electronics accounted for 80%. In 2026 both are expected to account for roughly equal proportions.
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                                Liberix, a Thailand-based financial services platform, has launched the country's first platform allowing users to borrow baht using Bitcoin and other digital assets as collateral, expanding the use of cryptocurrencies beyond trading and speculation.
The platform supports 10 major digital assets and targets 1 billion baht in outstanding loans this year, said chief executive Vorapat Pruecksamars.

Liberix operates under a lending structure aligned with Thailand's Civil and Commercial Code, treating digital assets as collateral in a secured loan framework similar to traditional asset-backed financing.

"We are fully committed to complying with all Thai laws and regulations. Interest rates, fees and charges are set strictly within legal limits, while operations are conducted in partnership with licensed entities," Mr Vorapat said.

He said the platform incorporates robust governance measures, including legal reviews, customer due diligence, collateral price risk management, and a strong emphasis on transparency and responsible lending.

"Our vision is to make digital assets usable like traditional financial assets," noted Mr Vorapat.

The company's service enables digital asset holders to monetise their holdings while maintaining long-term exposure to potential asset appreciation. Loan-to-value ratios range from 30% to 70%, with interest rates capped at 15% per year.

Liberix currently accepts as collateral Bitcoin, Ethereum, BNB, ADA, DOT, SOL, TRX, WTD, DOGE and SUI, with more than 80% of pledged collateral in Bitcoin, reflecting its high liquidity and market acceptance.

Crypto-backed lending did not previously exist in Thailand, he said, meaning the business is not supervised by the Bank of Thailand or the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC).

"However, Liberix is open to future regulatory oversight should the legal framework evolve, given the nature of secured lending," said Mr Vorapat.

Since operations began in May 2025, Liberix has extended roughly 500 million baht in loans to more than 1,000 clients, primarily institutional investors. The platform has implemented strict anti-money laundering safeguards, including full know-your-customer protocols for all clients and ongoing cooperation with Thailand's Anti-Money Laundering Office.

He said the growth potential for crypto-backed lending in Thailand remains significant, citing SEC data showing more than 2.5 million registered crypto trading accounts nationwide.

Globally, crypto-backed loans have gained traction among major digital asset providers and international banks such as JPMorgan Chase & Co and Sygnum Bank, which offer similar services in foreign currencies. Liberix aims to localise this model by providing loans in baht, aligning with domestic financial behaviour and payment systems.

Liberix's lending process is designed to be simple, allowing users to select loan amounts and tenors based on collateral ratios, receiving baht directly into their bank accounts, and reclaiming their assets in full upon repayment.

"Bitcoin should not be limited to speculation," Mr Vorapat said. "It should function as a real financial tool. Liberix is built on transparency, legality, and user-centric design, with the goal of responsibly bridging traditional finance and the digital asset economy."
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                                Thailand's new National Oil Plan will not be affected by PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc's (OR) decision to discontinue sales of gasohol E85, according to the Department of Energy Business (DOEB).
The plan, set to guide energy policy from 2026 to 2050, is aligned with Thailand's pledge to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. Biofuels remain central to this strategy, alongside alternative energy sources such as hydrogen and electric mobility.

Gasohol, a blend of gasoline and ethanol derived from cassava or sugar residue, is one of Thailand's key measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Among the blends available, E85 has the highest ethanol content at 85%, followed by E20, which contains 20% ethanol, and gasohol 95 and 91, each with 10% ethanol.

OR announced earlier this month that it would stop supplying E85 from Feb 1, leading to a nationwide phase-out at PTT stations.

Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the DOEB, said the move would not affect the oil plan, noting that E85 accounts for only a small share of consumption and has long been unprofitable.

"This is a normal business decision to cut losses," he said, adding that Susco Plc had already ceased E85 sales in 2020.

From January to November last year, daily demand for gasohol and gasoline averaged 31.5 million litres, up 0.9% year-on-year. Gasohol 95 dominated consumption at 19.5 million litres a day, while E85 demand stood at just 60,000 litres a day, the DOEB's data shows.

Bangchak Corporation Plc remains the only major retailer still offering E85 at its stations nationwide. A company source said Bangchak would continue sales for now, but would reassess its position at a later date.

Biofuels face higher production costs than fossil fuels, and the government has subsidised ethanol-blended fuels, except E85, through the Oil Fuel Fund. That subsidy is set to expire in September.

According to the Energy Policy and Planning Office, the pre-tax price of gasohol 95 is 15 baht a litre, compared with 15.68 baht for E20 and 19.24 baht for E85.

Meanwhile, global energy trends remain uncertain. The International Energy Agency (IEA) has recently revised its forecasts, suggesting oil demand could continue rising through 2050, contrary to earlier predictions of a peak around 2030.

IEA data is among the factors being considered in drafting the National Oil Plan.
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                                Thailand's biggest tourism concern is infrastructure delays, as Vietnam is quickly developing its accommodation, airports and plans to grow tourism clusters, says a hospitality firm.
Bill Barnett, managing director of C9 Hotelworks, a hospitality consultancy, said Vietnam is a rising star, posting remarkable development over the past decade to attract more foreign tourists from China and Japan, and taking market share from Thailand.

Last year, Vietnam welcomed 21.2 million foreign tourists, a 20.4% year-on-year increase. Meanwhile, Thailand reported a 7.2% decline.

Mr Barnett said Vietnam already has a huge number of hotel rooms and an impressive pipeline.

Nationwide there are 780,000 rooms and 38,000 registered accommodations in Vietnam. In contrast, Thailand has more than 704,000 rooms and 16,000 registered accommodations.

On average, Vietnam's hotel rooms are roughly 20% cheaper than Thailand's, Mr Barnett said.

Market-wide, the average hotel rate in urban areas in Vietnam was US$116, compared to $129 in Bangkok. Vietnamese resort locations recorded a $118 average hotel rate, compared to $173 in Phuket.

In the luxury hotel segment, Vietnamese room prices were $181 and $299 for urban and resort locations, respectively, while those of Bangkok and Phuket were recorded at $226 and $360, respectively.

The lower costs are driven by cheaper labour and food prices. Vietnam's travel fares are also lower, due to a robust low-cost airline market.

Mr Barnett said Vietnam was closed to tourism from 1975 until the US lifted the trade embargo in 1994. It has made huge progress since, despite the 1997 and 2008 financial crises, as the nation transitioned into a free market economy.

However, it has yet to develop its travel and hospitality services to the same level as Thailand, as the latter has decades of experience, while Vietnam is still at the early stages of tourism.

"Vietnam will eventually undergo what Thailand faces, as Thailand is already a mature tourism market," said Mr Barnett. "The question for today is where do we go from here."

SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE

He said another significant difference that is moving Vietnam away from Thailand is its rapid infrastructure development. The nation's development includes 12 new airports and a proposed high-speed rail network.

It also consolidated 63 provinces into 34 provinces, streamlining their administrative works and planning to promote the economy across second- and third-tier destinations, he said.

On the other hand, Thailand has been facing delayed infrastructure projects, including an expressway and new airport in Phuket, and the high-speed railway connecting three airports.

Thailand is also too focused on legacy markets such as Phuket, Koh Samui, Pattaya and Chiang Mai, without a clear development plan for other new locations yet, said Mr Barnett.

He said the private sector in Thailand is doing well, and the government needs to catch up to support its development, especially new infrastructure, as well as foreign investment to drive the economy.

"We are dealing with destination fatigue, and how to change for the future," said Mr Barnett.

Last week, C9 Hotelworks and partner organisations held the Thailand Tourism Forum 2026, gathering nearly 1,200 attendees from the travel and hospitality industry.
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                                SET-listed Siam Cement Group (SCG), Thailand's largest cement maker and industrial conglomerate, is focusing on cost control, business restructuring and technology adoption as it navigates a more uncertain global environment shaped by new trade and climate rules.
Thammasak Sethaudom, president and chief executive of SCG, said 2025 marked "the starting point of a more chaotic world order", with geopolitical tensions, trade barriers and environmental regulations reshaping global competition.

Against this backdrop, SCG has prioritised financial resilience.

"We focused on cash flow. In 2025, our cash flow improved by 6% from 2024 as we pushed hard on cost reductions, managed non-performing businesses and continued business restructuring," Mr Thammasak said.

The group is also pursuing a regional optimisation strategy across Southeast Asia while leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics to improve operational efficiency.

"Every business unit has been reshaped to become stronger," he said.

In the cement business, cost reduction remains the main focus.

SCG recently launched Low Carbon Cement Gen 3, becoming the first producer in Thailand and Asean to commercialise the product. This innovation has helped the company reduce costs by more than 2.1 billion baht, while supporting decarbonisation.

Mr Thammasak addressed the European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which imposes a carbon price on imported carbon-intensive goods.

"We are not yet selling cement to Europe. What we export to the US is low-carbon cement, which we see as an opportunity to drive decarbonisation," he said.

"We did not wait for CBAM. We have already adjusted and strengthened our capabilities. When CBAM comes, we are ready to embrace and align with the standard. Thailand itself has been adapting on decarbonisation."

SCG's Smart Living unit is using AI to streamline operations and lower expenses.

Facing competition from low-priced Chinese imports, SCG is improving efficiency and developing smart value products that offer quality at competitive prices.

Mr Thammasak warned that 2026 will be a challenging year as global and Thai GDP growth is expected to slow.

"Asean remains our core market, with Vietnam standing out due to reforms and strong economic growth, alongside Indonesia," he said.

SCG reported softer revenue but stronger profitability in 2025, with sales slipping 3% year-on-year to 497 billion baht, while net profit jumped 12% to 14.1 billion baht, reflecting the group's aggressive cost control and business restructuring.

Adjusted earings before interst, taxes, depreciation and amortisation rose 6% to 55.5 billion baht, underscoring improved operational efficiency despite challenging market conditions.
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									Bloodshed in Iran marks a turning point								

															

																After two weeks of silence about the mass slaughter of Iranian protesters on Jan 8 and 9, the partial restoration of internet services in the country is allowing the first plausible estimates of how bad it was to reach the international media. It was very bad.
The most plausible estimates run from 22,000 to 30,304 killings in two days, mainly based on reports of hospital admissions, mortuaries and mass grave sites before the internet was fully shut down. Indeed, many executions were carried out in hospitals, targeting protesters already being treated there for shotgun wounds to the eyes or groin.

There are 92 million people in Iran, but the protests took place all over the country (400 cities and towns). The deaths were so numerous that almost everybody will know somebody who knows somebody else who had a friend or family member killed, injured or jailed by the regime this month. The country is irreversibly changed by this.

Hitherto, the regime had genuine support from a large minority of devout Shia Muslim believers, and many more people just wanted to be left in peace. Henceforward, the regime will effectively be an occupation force that rules only by terror, but such regimes can last a long time if they are ruthless enough.

Consider the very different fates of Syria and Egypt in the "Arab Spring" of 2011-2013. The long-ruling dictators of the two countries both faced non-violent pro-democracy movements, and the Egyptians actually overthrew General Hosni Mubarak. There was a free election, but they elected an Islamist government, whereupon the army seized power.

Non-violent supporters of the elected government mobilised again, but army and police snipers shot 2,400 protesters dead in two squares in central Cairo, and the protests stopped. The Abdel Fattah El-Sisi regime, always supported by the United States, remains in power to this day.

In Syria, by contrast, the once powerful al-Assad family started shooting the non-violent protesters right away in 2011, unleashing a civil war that lasted 13 years, devastating the entire country and driving half the population into exile.

It even looked like Bashar al-Assad had won for a while, but he relied on Russian support as much as Mr Sisi does on US backing. When Vladimir Putin launched his "three-day" invasion of Ukraine four years ago, the war soaked up all Russia's attention and resources, and Mr Assad's regime just withered on the vine.

In late 2024, Mr Assad was overthrown in a week by a small militia led by a former member of al-Qaeda in Iraq, Ahmed al-Sharaa. He insists he will run Syria as a democratic state tolerant of all religions, and we should all wish him well, of course. However, I would not bet the farm on it -- nor on a successful democratic revolution in Iran.

Yes, Iran is not an Arab country and Shia fanatics are different from Sunni fanatics, but their recent histories have run on parallel tracks for most of the past century. Even if the non-violent protests in Iran this week had not been drowned in blood, the odds were always against a happy ending to their protests against Iran's entrenched religious dictatorship.

And into all this now steps Donald Trump. (All journalists are now contractually obliged to mention his name at least once in every story they file, whatever the topic.) He tells the Iranian Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, that "another beautiful armada [is] floating beautifully toward Iran right now," and threatens a second direct US attack on the country.

It's all about staying in the limelight, but not with the goal of helping the Iranian protesters whom he told on Jan 13 to "keep protesting -- take over your institutions!!! ... help is on its way." There was no practical way for the US military to help them either then or now, of course, and besides, the great slaughter in Iran had already happened in the previous week.

It's all ancient history for Mr Trump anyway. This week's threats are about forcing Iran to "COME TO THE TABLE and negotiate a fair and equitable deal" on its nuclear weapons programme. You know, the one he claimed to have destroyed last June.

Ignore it. It's probably just more empty bluster, and you couldn't affect the outcome anyway.
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																On Jan 27 each year, the world marks International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The date was designated by the United Nations General Assembly in 2005, marking the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the biggest and most notorious Nazi extermination camp, in 1945. The purpose of this resolution was clear and urgent: to ensure that the memory of the Holocaust and its universal lessons would not fade with the passing of time.
The United Nations did not establish this day only to commemorate Jewish suffering. It did so to warn humanity of what can happen when hatred is normalised, when dehumanisation goes unchallenged, and when the international community looks away. Remembrance was meant to be a safeguard against repetition.

For many around the world, the Holocaust can feel distant or abstract. Yet it was one of the most documented crimes in human history. Between 1933 and 1945, Nazi Germany and its collaborators systematically murdered six million Jews: men, women, and children, simply because they were Jews. Entire communities were annihilated across Europe: in Germany, Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, Lithuania, the Netherlands, France, Greece, and beyond. Jews were shot in mass executions, starved in ghettos, deported in cattle cars, and murdered in extermination camps designed solely for industrial-scale killing.

The Holocaust was unique in its intent and scope. It was the first time in history that a modern state systematically mobilised all its resources; legal, bureaucratic, military, and technological, to eradicate an entire people everywhere they could be found.

The Jews were not targeted for what they had done, believed, or possessed. They were targeted for who they were. The aim was not conquest, conversion, or displacement. It was total annihilation, the destruction of a people, their culture, their memory, and their future. This racial ideology sought to erase Jewish existence itself.

It is no coincidence that the term genocide was coined in the aftermath of the Holocaust. The Polish-Jewish jurist Raphael Lemkin created the word to describe a crime that existing legal language could not capture: the deliberate attempt to destroy a national, ethnic, racial, or religious group as such. The Holocaust was the defining case that shaped the concept and led to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Its uniqueness is precisely what gave the term its meaning and gravity.

This is why, as a daughter of Holocaust survivors and as an Israeli, it is deeply painful for me to witness the casual and careless use of the word "genocide" today, particularly when it is directed at Israel. Such accusations ignore the historical origins of the term, strip it of its legal and moral precision, and turn it into a political slogan.

Criticism of policies is legitimate in any democracy. But denying Israel's right to exist, denying its right to defend its citizens: Jews, Muslims, Christians, and others, and portraying the Jewish state as inherently criminal is something else entirely. When the only Jewish state in the world is singled out, demonised, and accused of crimes that echo the very ideology that once sought to eradicate the Jewish people, we must call things by their proper name. This is anti-Semitism, cloaked in the language of politics.

Holocaust Remembrance Day is therefore not only about the past. Its relevance is painfully present. More than eighty years after the Holocaust, Jews are still being murdered for being Jews. Synagogues are burned. Swastikas are painted on Jewish homes. Anti-Semitism is rising openly and violently across continents.

These developments matter not only to Jews. History teaches us that hatred never stops with one target. The Holocaust did not begin with extermination camps; it began with words, lies, and indifference. It began with the normalisation of hatred and the failure to educate, to speak out, and to intervene.

That is why Holocaust education is essential everywhere, including in countries geographically and historically distant from Europe. Its lessons are universal. In an age of global uncertainty, polarisation, and chaos, societies are again vulnerable to fear-based narratives and scapegoating. Remembering the Holocaust is not about assigning eternal guilt. It is about recognising warning signs and reaffirming a shared responsibility to protect human dignity.

Because in times of chaos, hatred always seeks a victim. Today, it may be the Jews. Tomorrow, it will be someone else.

Alona Fisher-Kamm is the Ambassador of Israel to Thailand.
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																It has long been the tradition that Thai cabinet appointments are made with little regard to the qualifications or experience of those who will go to these ministries.
Instead of appointments that reflect policy expertise, politicians are often nominated to run a ministry based on the number of MPs under their control and quotas given during the deal-making.

Parties and factions with greater parliamentary strength, often based on the number of seats of elected MPs, tend to receive the more desirable ministries.

Of course, Thailand is far from the only country whose cabinets are built around political loyalty rather than known competence and related experience and background. In the UK, it is common for a politician to have held several cabinet positions in wildly different fields. In Japan, the Liberal Democratic Party has long distributed ministerial roles based on factional affiliation.

This is the norm, rather than the exception, for Westminster-style democracies. Ministers ensure that bureaucrats are responsive to a broader political agenda; what they may lack in area expertise, they make up for with democratic accountability.

But the crises enveloping Thailand over the past several years -- economic stagnation, surging public and household debt, geopolitical turmoil, and border conflicts amongst them -- raise reasonable fears that the quota-based government portfolios which hinged on the status quo of the Thai leadership and the resume of ministers, may not be up to the task of navigating the country through increasingly treacherous waters.

For the upcoming election, political parties have already started to acknowledge this factional quota problem.

The Bhumjaithai (BJT) government spoke to these fears when it appointed several ministers lauded for their qualifications, including Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas (a respected Finance Ministry bureaucrat), Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow (a seasoned diplomat and permanent secretary for Minister of Foreign Affairs) and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun (an experienced business executive).

But the fact that Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was able to make these technocratic appointments was largely thanks to the decision by the People's Party (PP) not to join the new coalition government it had a major hand in creating, freeing up a large number of cabinet posts that would otherwise have been taken up by factional quotas.

Many wondered, therefore, if the next government would return to the norms of Thai cabinet appointments after the election.

Perhaps partly in response to these fears, many parties have competed on what kind of personnel they will be able to bring to a potential future government.

The PP has not hesitated in bringing reformist outsiders into the party, unveiling a full team of what it calls "professionals" drawn from various industries. Most of them were not previously members of the party.

Although many are not household names, the cumulative impact is to project the image of a fully staffed government in waiting.

Meanwhile, the BJT has leaned on its incumbent technocrats, which the party argues have delivered during their short tenure and should be given a full term to continue their work.

Mr Anutin has promised to retain this "dream team" of technocrats as deputy prime ministers in the next BJT government. Mr Ekniti, Mr Supajee, and Mr Sihasak have all joined the party as members and actively participated in campaign debates and rallies.

The Democrat Party, on the other hand, is leaning on the image of a unified team. It named digital economy expert Karndee Leopairote as a candidate for the role of prime minister in addition to former prime minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and former finance minister Korn Chatikavanij, known for his vast experience in the financial markets.

They argue the Democrats' core team is an integrated unit of "capable doers" who have worked closely together in the past and will be able to row in the same direction more effectively than outsider technocrats less familiar with the party.

All three parties have thus put administrative competence at the heart of their election strategies, even as it may come at the expense of promoting longtime party loyalists.

One could view promoting technocrats as simply a cynical strategy to win votes. But being more transparent about the shape of a future administration raises the stakes in post-election bargaining. These parties are tying their hands on key personnel choices, raising the reputational damage of reneging on these commitments.

At the very least, voters will be able to make a more informed choice about which governing team they wish to entrust the future of the country to.

Is this a new political innovation? Not entirely. During a debate in 1995, an audience member asked party leaders to name potential cabinet members in advance. Some leaders rattled off a number of desired appointments, while others demurred.

This is a risk that many party leaders in 2026 see as worth taking. It is thus up to these parties to keep their promises to appoint the experienced governing teams they pledged, and to insulate their appointees from undesirable political pressure.

At the same time, however, political parties must also balance the need for managerial competence with democratic responsiveness, ensuring that outsider appointments do not simply govern their own fiefdoms while ignoring the broader national strategy and popular concerns.

If such a governing arrangement works out, we can hope that the practice of unveiling qualified appointments in advance will not simply be a one-time adjustment to voter expectations, but a new equilibrium where competence is seen as a prerequisite for being given power.

Mathis Lohatepanont is a PhD candidate at the University of Michigan Department of Political Science.
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																The Social Security Fund (SSF), the largest welfare fund in the country, has never been far from controversy. In the past, there have been reports of it making opaque investments, mostly related to purchases of properties at inflated prices.
Meanwhile, the Social Security Office, an administrative body that falls under the Ministry of Labour, has also come under fire for its questionable spending.

One decision to splurge 35 million baht on uniforms for 7,000 employees that came to light recently has left society enraged.

The SSF is now a poster child for bad management, while the SSO is shaping up as a social villain.

This week, SSO executives have been trying to clear the air by talking to the media. But this is unlikely to quell public anger or foster better understanding.

SSO executives are keeping their collective guard up. They believe their spending is justified as long as it falls within the approved limit and no procurement laws were broken. They apparently don't consider spending 24 million baht on calendar gifts for subscribers to be money squandered.

In terms of how the fund has performed, the SSO seems proud of its track record, having brought in 2.85 trillion baht in revenue.

In terms of service, pensioners have received at least 65% more in returns than what they paid in.

But this is where the executives have missed the mark and failed to gauge public sentiment presciently.

The main problem with the SSF is not its current performance. It falls to a perceived lack of transparency and good governance, which critics say will ultimately make it unsustainable.

The SSF and its administrative body have been operating in the twilight zone for the past three decades.

Subscribers were largely kept in the dark about how it was being managed -- at least until board members representing employers stepped in around 2023 and pushed relevant information to the fore.

Indeed, the SSF has a much larger problem. For the past decade, experts have warned that it will collapse within the next few decades. That's a distinct possibility as it remains committed to paying generous pensions to its 20-million-plus subscribers.

A lack of good governance and professionalism will make it even harder for the fund to attract more contributions.

The SSF and the Ministry of Labour have resisted change, however, arguing this is not merely another wealth fund but rather one that is duty-bound to provide medical and employment support to its subscribers.

Here, a reality check is needed. Similar funds in Vietnam and Japan use asset management firms to invest their money to facilitate long-term pension payments while using a government body to handle medical and employment welfare.

The question is: When would the government dare to launch this much-needed reform at the SSF?

As more scandals come to light, many political parties have pledged to reform the SSF if they are elected.

Hopefully, their promises will prove to be more than hot air, like that which has been swirling around the SSO for a decade.
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																As parties aggressively wage a full-blown "populism war" to woo voters ahead of the Feb 8 election, all eyes are on the Election Commission (EC). The question is whether the agency can take action and rein in examples of populism that ultimately use taxpayers' money to simply attract voters.
The public has every reason to be concerned, given the campaign pledges of the 51 parties contesting the election -- ranging from ever more generous handouts and welfare schemes to cash-based incentives worth several trillion baht.

Under Section 57 of the Political Parties Act, the EC has a duty to scrutinise campaign policies, checking sources of funding while ensuring that, if implemented, they are cost-effective and do not pose fiscal risks to the budget, as past policies have done.

This scrutiny must be carried out no later than 20 days before the poll.

By the book, the EC has the legal authority to order parties to shelve risky policies. In reality, however, the agency has never touched such electoral promises, no matter how quixotic they are. This hands-off approach has prompted critics to brand the agency a "paper tiger".

The financial details of these pledges are so grand they are simply delusional, raising questions about whether those seeking to represent us in parliament have a basic understanding of the country's fiscal health and public debt.

Eight major parties have submitted policy proposals with enormous budgets: Pheu Thai (243 billion baht), Klatham (2.27 billion baht), People's Party (740 billion baht), Thai Sang Thai (497 billion baht), Democrat (2.1 trillion baht) and Bhumjaithai (147 billion baht).

Public suspicion intensified after the EC failed to question one particularly dubious project -- "Nine Millionaires a Day" -- proposed by Pheu Thai after the submission deadline, meaning it was not part of the party's original 243-billion-baht policy proposals.

The project, estimated to cost 3.5 billion baht, would randomly hand out one million baht each to nine people in daily lucky draws. The party dismissed critics' complaints the scheme is irrationally populist, claiming it is an incentive to encourage those in the informal economy to join the tax system. Despite public criticism, the EC still gave the project a green light.

Indeed, populism has been Pheu Thai's core feature from the beginning. The party introduced the populist concept to Thai politics during the Thai Rak Thai era under Thaksin Shinawatra.

Yet its track record is far from impressive. The party's 10,000-baht digital wallet scheme, which ended prematurely due to budget constraints, failed to stimulate the "economic-redistributive cyclone" it had promised.

Earlier still, many remember the controversial rice-pledging scheme of the Yingluck Shinawatra government and its consequences.

The Yingluck administration brushed aside concerns and stubbornly implemented the policy, which cost the country billions of baht while cabinet ministers and state officials later faced jail terms. It is the EC's duty to ensure that history does not repeat itself.

The EC must be brave and decisive when scrutinising parties' proposals, and must not allow any party to lure voters with dangerous projects or schemes that risk the budget and public interest.
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																In February last year, Elon Musk, then the unofficial head of Donald Trump's AI-guided Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), boasted that he had "spent the weekend feeding USAID into the woodchipper".
Soon after, programmes run by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) -- including vaccination drives, experimental medical trials, job and democracy training schemes, and food aid distribution across Africa, Asia and Latin America -- ground to a halt. Commentators warned that the withdrawal of these programmes would lead to many thousands of deaths worldwide while diminishing US influence and power. USAID's dismantling was widely described as a catastrophe.

The reality is more complex.

The decimation of USAID symbolically marked the end of the post-war development era -- a period dating from the 1940s in which the United States asserted global dominance by presenting itself as the pinnacle of modernity. The central premise of US-led development was that expanding capitalist activity would improve life for all. That logic ignored how wealthy nations became rich -- through slavery and empire -- as well as the costs of extending capitalism everywhere, including dispossession, environmental destruction, dangerous labour and the uprooting of indigenous communities. It also foreclosed meaningful demands for fairer resource distribution. While the Global North acquired a benevolent image, it continued to extract resources from the Global South on a scale amounting to trillions of dollars.

One of the most effective tools in normalising the idea of development was a genre of documentary filmmaking known as the "development film".

These films produced enduring images of disorganised, superstitious communities in the Global South being transformed into modern workers and citizens. Made largely at the behest of state agencies, media outlets, foundations, oil companies and international organisations such as Unesco and the World Bank, hundreds of such films were produced between the 1940s and 1970s. Together, they helped construct a humanitarian logic that masked exploitation and rationalised repeated US military interventions in the so-called developing world.

Development films typically opened with dimly lit scenes of hostile or lethargic villagers who appeared unable to feed, heal or educate themselves. Salvation arrived in the form of a white Western outsider who persuaded them to abandon folk practices and embark on self-help projects such as building pipelines or spraying pesticides. Villagers were rarely allowed to speak for themselves; instead, voiceovers informed audiences that they were finally learning to think independently after centuries of stagnation. Screened widely -- in cinemas, schools, universities, on television and via mobile film units touring rural Latin America -- these films convinced both scholars and the public that poverty stemmed from tradition, inertia and a lack of initiative rather than structural forces.

Despite presenting themselves as unmediated records of reality, development films were carefully constructed. Filmmakers, often trained in documentary and social realist traditions, collaborated with unpaid or poorly paid villagers in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Dialogue was scripted, performances rehearsed and ignorance staged to appear authentic.

One early example is The Forgotten Village (1941), scripted by John Steinbeck and directed by Herbert Kline. The film centres on Trini, a medicine woman portrayed as persuading villagers to reject modern medicine, leading to the deaths of children. Although marketed as a documentary, the film was fictional. Kline later acknowledged travelling thousands of miles through Mexico to assemble a composite village and coaching villagers -- including Trini -- to reenact folk practices that had already fallen out of use.

Yet critics and social scientists treated the film as an accurate ethnographic record. Anthropologist Robert Redfield described it as "faithful to ethnological fact". Ironically, Trini's cooperation helped produce a narrative that cast her community as backward and responsible for its own suffering.

By the 1960s -- labelled the "development decade" by the Kennedy administration -- the genre had reached its peak. Films such as So That Men Are Free, made for CBS, depicted development projects as lifting communities out of centuries of stagnation. Through selective camerawork and narration, villages were shown transforming from shadowy poverty to well-lit scenes of cooperation, education and productivity, even when tangible differences were minimal.

In recent years, the common sense instilled by these films has come under strain. This is not solely due to the Trump administration's dismantling of USAID. For many observers, US-backed actions abroad have eroded faith in a rules-based international order, while technological "progress" in the West is increasingly seen as failing to improve daily life.

As a result, there is growing scepticism across the political spectrum that progress is synonymous with economic growth, or that the United States represents the apex of human achievement.

Nostalgia for an era in which the United States convincingly portrayed itself as benevolent is understandable. However, calls to restore USAID's limited and often patronising development assistance overlook the realities of the world such policies helped shape. Dispensing with the illusions of development may be a necessary step towards imagining a more humane global order. Zocalo Public Square

Molly Geidel teaches at Dartmouth College. Her latest book is 'The Development Film in the Americas'.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3185499/usaids-demise-marks-end-of-the-development-era



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									The long struggle to rewrite the charter								
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																'End it in our generation," the battle cry once echoed through the streets. Six years ago, the passion for change -- essential, structural change -- burned like the fire of Prometheus. The young said it the loudest, but there was almost a consensus then that things could not continue as they had been.
Fast forward to the Feb 8 election, and any honest oracle would tell you that nothing is going to end. Change is not imminent -- not grey politics, not the "big house" network, not the re-energised gale of nationalism, and surely not the scare-mongering tactics that demonise reform and equate it with destruction.

But this is no time to lose hope, no matter how dismal the circumstances. To change things, to move things forward, has always been one battle after another since 1932. One generation after another. One poll after another. One constitution after another. And on Feb 8, at the very least, we can keep that fizzling fire burning by voting yes in the constitutional amendment referendum. This is what we must push for, regardless of our political colour.

There is irony in the way the vote-no camp tries to paint the amendment as "ripping the charter to shreds", when the groups that viscerally, repeatedly did the ripping -- always with brazen triumphalism -- were the coup-makers of the past 80 years, the latest shredding done on live television in 2014. How come they are acting like wardens of the constitution now that people want to do it through a lawful channel? Their naysaying is duplicity, laced with the toxic juice of reactionary politics.

There is a cruel irony, too, that the 2017 constitution, written by 19 men and two women handpicked by the junta after the 2014 coup d'etat, is deemed a "corruption-conquering charter" when all evidence at hand says otherwise. Our Corruption Perceptions Index has dipped; we now rank 107th in the world and fifth in Asean, below Timor-Leste, Vietnam and Indonesia. We watched in horror as the State Audit Office's under-construction building collapsed like a sandcastle, killing nearly 100 people. While we suspect something was off, so far, no suspicious heads have been chopped off.

Falsehoods are being spread -- and repeated in the hope of ossifying them into facts -- that the constitution forbids government officials from flying first class and that the maximum sentence for corruption is death. Both are lies. The reality is worse: this constitution stripped people of their power to demand the removal of members of the so-called independent organisations, from the State Audit Office to the Election Commission. That power existed in the 1997 and 2007 charters. "Independent" here also means bodies staffed by officials with close ties to the bureaucracy or conservative power.

So much for conquering corruption. The only thing this eight-year-old "corruption-conquering constitution" is actually conquering is our faith in it.

Article 219 of the constitution prescribes "ethical standards" or "moral benchmarks" as key criteria for guillotining politicians -- two PMs, three political parties and counting. This is one of the most problematic clauses. The independent organisations, particularly the Constitutional Court, became custodians of political morals, arbitrary gatekeepers of an imprecise system engineered by the coup-makers to thwart change. Vague and unscientific, the "good people" politics is a power contraption wielded to criminalise political enemies and reform-minded players. The mantra is: to change is to sabotage -- to "corrode and undermine".

The same righteous benchmarks have rarely been applied when those independent organisations allegedly act not in the best interests of the nation. When one side monopolises the definition of what is good, what the other does is conveniently deemed immoral.

Why not amend it partially? This point has been clarified countless times. Over the past eight years, 56 parliamentary motions to amend sections of the 2017 charter have been tabled -- all but one were rejected. What usually clogged the pipe was the Senate, unelected by the people and a preternaturally powerful machine deeply tied to right-wing factions allergic to change. Overhauling is necessary when the parts refuse to be fixed.

I remember the referendum on the junta-backed 2017 constitution. Activists were arrested for campaigning against it. Threats and warnings came in all shades. Information was confusing, opaque, inaccessible -- almost deliberately so. Writing for this newspaper required caution, as had been the case since the 2014 coup. That constitution, however, went through in highly undeserved circumstances. Those who call it a people's charter are not being truthful.

So here we are. To demand change is not to give politicians a "blank cheque" -- another false, scare-mongering rhetoric. Neither is it a selfish, irrational demand by young "end-it-in-our-generation" reformists who supposedly consume oranges for political protein. This is for all of us, and the Feb 8 poll is just the first of three referenda before a new charter is completed. It will be one referendum after another, and while we may fight and differ on other points, change is possible only when we start by letting this first one through.
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									Nose for business: Smell, sell, repeat in Thai laundry culture								

								Over 90% of Thai households use fabric softener, treating it like everyday perfume
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																Have you ever felt confused buying fabric softener or detergent in Thailand? I have. Choosing these products is no longer just about scent. They now offer features like UV protection, night-dry and indoor-dry formulas, quick or expert wash options, fast-wash, anti-colour-transfer technology and multiple scent variations for each formula.
Even though I'm Thai, I still find myself standing in front of the shelves, hesitating over which one to choose.

Differences across countries

Compared with many other parts of the world, fabric-washing products in Thailand are taken much more seriously. The difference is especially noticeable when you compare detergent and fabric softener aisles in foreign supermarkets with those in Thailand.

I worked in the United States for a while and tried almost every washing product I could find. Honestly, they were not fancy due to only a few scents and limited formulas. That made me curious why detergents and fabric softeners are so sophisticated and diverse in my home country.

Fabric softener: Thailand's everyday perfume

This is the main reason. Many Thai people use fabric softener almost like perfume. I didn't fully realise this until I looked at the research.

Mintel, a global market intelligence agency, reported that Thai consumers strongly associate "cleanliness" with a "pleasant scent." They generally prefer light, subtle fragrances that fit easily into daily routines rather than strong, overpowering odours.

By contrast, consumers in the West and the Middle East often prefer stronger perfume scents that express personal identity, rather than focusing on the scent of fabric softeners.

Thailand's hot, humid climate makes scent especially important. As Mintel notes, this behaviour "reflects strong market opportunities for perfumes and scented products that meet the needs of consumers seeking gentle, adaptable fragrances."

Findings from Mintel and a 2024 survey by a local fabric softener manufacturer reinforce each other: Thai consumers are among the world's top users of fabric softener, with as many as 91% of households nationwide using it.

My elder sister Nam, 35, is a great example. I'd call her a fabric softener expert, and she loves exploring different scents. Almost every time a new product line is released, she tries it, ranks her favourites and shares them with family and friends.

"I change my fabric softener every two weeks," she said. "New product lines come out so often, and they're all very attractive to me."

As a wholesale shop owner who serves thousands of customers a day, she added, "My job requires me to be close to customers, so I want to smell good."

When I asked her to list some of the fanciest scents she tried last year, she mentioned: Summer Macaron, Spring Cupcake, Milk Serum and Berry Toast. This is not a dessert menu.

At this point, the variety of fabric softener scents in Thailand is almost equal to that of perfumes, supporting the idea that many Thais use fabric softener as everyday fragrance.

[image: Detergent and fabric softener products are seen on shelves in a Bangkok supermarket. (Photo: Arnun Chonmahatrakool)]
Detergent and fabric softener products are seen on shelves in a Bangkok supermarket. (Photo: Arnun Chonmahatrakool)



Variety

With 91% of Thai households using fabric softener, the market is extremely competitive. Common brands include Hygiene, Downy, Comfort, Fineline, Babi Mild, Laundrin, Essence and Breeze. These brands constantly release new collections, showing how active and fast-growing the market is.

Product sizes also matter. Sizes range from 5-baht sachets (20 millilitres) to 20-baht pouches (100-130 ml), 50-60-baht pouches (500 ml), and 100-baht pouches (1,000 ml). This makes products affordable and easy to experiment with.

Innovation

High competition pushes fabric-care companies to develop new features, scents, and technologies. With around six to eight major brands in the market, we often see at least one or two new product lines released by each company every year. Recent releases from Hygiene, Downy and Comfort over the past three years show that innovation is a constant strategy.

Climate and cultural factors

Thailand's tropical climate--near the equator with three seasons but frequent sunshine and steady wind--encourages people to hang clothes outdoors, using sunlight and airflow to dry them. This creates a unique "sun-dried" scent that blends with fabric softener fragrances, making the final smell more appealing.

By contrast, washing habits in many Western countries differ. In places like the United Kingdom (UK), unpredictable weather and limited sunshine lead to more indoor drying. I read threads on Quora and Reddit in 2025 where most commenters said they would prefer to dry clothes outside to save on dryer costs, but weather often makes that difficult. In winter, clothes can become damp, stiff and cold.

In some US states, cultural shifts toward convenience since the 1950s led to widespread dryer ownership. More than 80% of American homes have a dryer. Many homeowners' associations and landlords also ban outdoor clotheslines, arguing they look unsightly and reduce property values.

Conclusion

For many Thai people, detergents and fabric softeners have become a form of affordable perfume. Thailand's highly competitive market offers a wide range of choices, and brands constantly innovate, producing varied scents and formulas.

With low prices and multiple package sizes, consumers can easily switch brands and experiment. This encourages frequent use and turns laundry into a more enjoyable, colourful experience.
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																With national polling just 11 days away, it is alarming to witness the caretaker government releasing the names of politicians with alleged criminal links to scammers -- or even concluding a ministerial probe against an official set to contest the election.
The move is part of a plan by Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob to release the names of 10 "grey politicians". These individuals are reportedly under police investigation or face arrest warrants for links to online gambling and scam networks.

While the stated intention is legal enforcement, the outcome directly affects political parties and election campaigns.

For example, the People's Party had to suspend Ratchapong Soisuwan, a candidate for the Feb 8 general election in Tak province, after his name was released earlier this month.

Last week, the Justice Ministry released the names of two local politicians under police investigation for online gambling links who were members of the Pheu Thai Party. A few days earlier, police arrested a local suspect in a southern province who is a relative of a Democrat Party deputy leader. Reports suggest law enforcement officers may even search the home of this Democrat politician.

The motivation of the caretaker government was further called into question this week after the Public Health Ministry officially dismissed Dr Supat Hasuwannakit from government service over his alleged role in violating procurement regulations for Covid-19 rapid antigen test kits (ATKs) in 2021.

The order effectively derails the political career of Dr Supat, a known critic of the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration and the current Bhumjaithai-led government. Indeed, Dr Supat had earlier resigned from the ministry to join the People's Party and contest the Feb 8 election for a seat in Songkhla's Hat Yai constituency.

Before resigning, Dr Supat had publicly criticised the caretaker government for failing to deliver compensation to flood victims in Hat Yai.

The Election Commission is now reviewing Dr Supat's qualifications, and he faces potential disqualification. As expected, Public Health Minister Pattana Promphat -- also a member of the Bhumjaithai Party -- told the media the decision was merely a standard ministerial procedure and not politically motivated. He noted that Dr Supat retains the right to appeal.

Make no mistake, the Justice Ministry has the legal right to announce the names of politicians or suspects to warn the public. The Ministry of Public Health also violated no laws in concluding its disciplinary probe. Enforcing the law and protecting the public interest are necessary duties.

Yet, timing is everything.

It begs the question: Why did the caretaker government decide to release these names at this precise moment, rather than apprehending the suspects earlier? In Dr Supat's case, why did the ministry not conclude its probe much sooner, or wait until after the poll?

The fact that the released names belong to members of parties rivalling the Bhumjaithai Party only substantiates accusations of "lawfare".

A caretaker government must display political etiquette. Instead of trying to enforce the law against political opponents at the eleventh hour, it should leave policy decisions and major administrative actions to the next administration.
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																Re: "Chilling forecast" & "Greenland, blue states and international red lines", (Editorial cartoon, Jan 26 & 25).
Syndicate cartoonist Matt Davies needs therapy. He is the personification of Trump Derangement Syndrome (TDS). Obsessed with Trump, 100% negativity around Mr Trump, allows Mr Trump to live rent-free and ever-present in his head, and clearly is unwilling and/or unable to offer any cartoon about anything else. He seriously does need therapy.

Gary Fox



Stop dirty cops

Re: "Walk the talk", (PostBag, Jan 26).

It is not the first time Burin Kantabutra has told us that Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, or "Big Joke", is not the only officer accused of corruption in the police force.

In a previously related article, Mr Burin even thanked Pol Gen Surachate when the latter alleged that he would expose the wrongdoing of other corrupt officers. The public is still waiting to hear his disclosure.

Many social media sources that support the general seem to overlook that his dismissal from the police force has gone through a thorough investigation for his involvement in an online gambling case. The former deputy police chief's appeal for unjustified dismissal was subsequently rejected by the court. And with a long list of misconduct allegations against the general lining up like a toilet roll, Mr Burin should be patient and let justice run its course.

Isn't the goal of the much sought-after police reform to stamp out corruption and to punish the offenders?

Yingwai Suchaovanich



World order shaken

Re: "Who is next for the US", (Opinion, Jan 12).

One wonders what went through US President Donald Trump's mind when he came up with his "stroke of genius" to invade Greenland, of all places. Can he not see the ridiculousness of this?

One should reflect upon the words of Danish leader Mette Fredericksson: "If the US decides to militarily attack another Nato country, then everything would stop ... That includes Nato and post World War II security."

The whole peaceful world order, which has lasted for over 75 years, would be shattered in the stroke of a day if the US militarily attacked the Danish possession of Greenland, the above columnist basically points out.

Russian leader Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine about four years ago was bad enough. But having the leader of the free world attacking a desolate island would just about sound the death blow of the post-World War II order.

Paul



Stars gone missing?

I have been a regular reader of the Bangkok Post since 1995 and only missed a few hundred issues due to holidays or if the paper was sold out. In today's digital world, it is not about information anymore, but it has been a habit for more than 50 years to have a newspaper at breakfast. These are the holy 20 minutes that I enjoy every day. I am very worried as I have not seen the HOROSCOPE for the past two weeks. Will it be continued?

Heiner
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        Where Bangkokians go to fix their phones and laptops
        Things break, naturally over time or by accident. Gadgets like smartphones and laptops are especially prone to damage from drops, water spills or poor maintenance. When they break, where are good places to fix them in Bangkok? These are go-to spots recommended by the Bangkok Post's tech writer to repair your precious gadgets in Thailand's capital, with less chance of being...

      

      
        Your horoscope for Jan 30 - Feb 5
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        AI helps doctors spot breast cancer in scans: world-first trial
        PARIS --- Artificial Intelligence (AI) helps doctors spot more cases of breast cancer when reading routine scans, a world-first trial found on Friday.

      

      
        Sophie Turner shines in crime thriller Steal
        Former Game of Thrones star Sophie Turner, now stepping into her new era as the next Tomb Raider, turns up in another unexpected role in Steal, a six-episode crime thriller miniseries on Prime Video that drops her into the middle of a high-stakes hostage situation inside the most unglamorous of settings -- a pension fund office.

      

      
        Cycles of survival
        'There's no complete answer to the questions you might have after watching this film. Instead, it opens up space for everyone to bring their own answers and share them, to debate together," said Nawapol "Ter" Thamrongrattanarit when speaking about Human Resource, his first feature-length film in nearly four years.

      

      
        250 years of excellence
        Last April, Breguet kicked off its 250th anniversary celebrations with the release of the Classique Souscription 2025 in Paris, followed by the unveiling of other commemorative timepieces in various locations around the world.

      

      
        Bangkok's time comes as maison  opens inaugural boutique at Iconsiam
        After turning 250 last year, Breguet has come to Thailand with its first boutique in Bangkok on Iconsiam's Level 1.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Jan 29-Feb 4
        7 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Lisa dazzles in Balmain gown inspired by late Queen
        Stepping into her new role as the Amazing Thailand Ambassador for 2026, Lalisa "Lisa" Manobal stunned crowds in a Balmain Haute Couture gown inspired by the wardrobe of Her Majesty the late Queen Sirikit.

      

      
        South African cinemas drop 'Melania' movie
        JOHANNESBURG - South Africa's main cinema houses have pulled a documentary about US First Lady Melania Trump just ahead of its release, with the distributor citing "the current climate", local media reported.
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									Where Bangkokians go to fix their phones and laptops

									The ost of fixing phones and laptops can be a fraction of getting a new one
								

									Things break, naturally over time or by accident. Gadgets like smartphones and laptops are especially prone to damage from drops, water spills or poor maintenance. When they break, where are good places to fix them in Bangkok? These are go-to spots recommended by the Bangkok Post's tech writer to repair your precious gadgets in Thailand's capital, with less chance of being ripped off.
									1. Fortune Town

Ratchadaphisek Road (MRT Rama 9)

At Fortune Town IT Mall, phone repair counters and mobile-device shops concentrate on the second floor, where technicians handle everything from screen replacements to software troubleshooting. Computer diagnostics and hardware repairs are mainly on the third and fourth floors, where numerous computer stores also provide component upgrades. The mall offers repairs, spare parts and technical support for a wide range of devices, making it a reliable one-stop solution at competitive prices.

This mall is my favourite geeky mall simply because of dozens of repair shops, plenty of food outlets, game shops and computer accessory stores. It is also easily accessible from the MRT Blue line Rama 9 station.

Recommended: CM Network & @AT MOBILE for computer repair; Kingdom Store & Tech Avenue for phone repairs.

[image: A computer repair shop in Fortune Town.]
A computer repair shop in Fortune Town.



2. MBK Center

Pathum Wan Intersection (BTS National Stadium)

Well-versed travellers know MBK for inexpensive souvenirs and clothing, but the fourth floor hosts numerous excellent repair shops. They are often cheaper than brand-authorised service centres. 

Many shops offer quick, while-you-wait repairs, and nearby stalls sell spare parts, accessories and second-hand devices. MBK is a convenient, competitively priced option for fast, reliable gadget repairs in central Bangkok.

Recommended: 3 Buddy Computer MBK & MobileHouse for computer repair; 3G Mobile Phone, Houk & Bank for phone repairs.

[image: Phone repair shops at MBK Center.]
Phone repair shops at MBK Center.



3. Zeer Rangsit

Phahonyothin Road (BTS Yaek Kor Por Aor - then take a bus)

Zeer Rangsit has long been a tech hub for computer and phone repairs, with entire floors of repair counters, parts dealers and second-hand gadget stores. Technicians there can handle everything from laptop motherboard fixes to cracked phone screens.

Prices are generally more competitive than central Bangkok. Many shops also offer same-day service--popular with students, office workers and tech enthusiasts from the northern suburbs.

Recommended: Tee Noi & Labcom Service for computer repair; L Phone for phone repairs.

[image: Zeer Rangsit, Bangkok.]
Zeer Rangsit, Bangkok.



Other alternatives are BaNANA, Advice or JIB shops. They are ususally located in major malls in Bangkok. They usually focus on selling computer parts and phones, but they can usually help with repairs too, at a little higher price than the ones listed above.

On a personal note, when I was 12, my first personal computer (PC) crashed after my cat sat on the keyboard and somehow brought down Windows 95. 

I had to call the store to send a repairman, who fixed it the next day for 500 baht. This is proof that repairs can sometimes be cheaper and faster than replacing gear.

In a slow economy, fixing gadgets instead of buying new ones makes practical sense.

In a slow economic situation like this, fixing your gadgets instead of buying new ones makes practical sense.
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									Your horoscope for Jan 30 - Feb 5

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Your ambition hits full throttle and your brainpower shifts into high gear. You'll crush deadlines, flip challenges into wins and make your performance impossible to overlook. Higher-ups will approve your ideas and give you more say. Certain colleagues could drop the nice act and show their true colours. Ignore the toxic vibes and keep going.  

([?]) Financial negotiations will go your way. Messy disputes will get smoothened and contracts will get signed. You can handle must-pay expenses with ease. Just steer clear of gambling and group investments. Next-gen Ponzi scheme or MLM scam might come knocking. Protect your wallet.  

() Petty jealousy, family drama and comparisons over who's doing better in their career might spark a fight with your partner or push you into saying something you'll regret later. Think twice before letting sharp words fly. Their win isn't your loss. Your patience will pay off.  

([?]) Someone you've been vibing with will go quiet and surprisingly you're unbothered. You might suddenly fall for a married colleague or friend. Don't let your heart trick your brain. Keep your head clear. Not every crush is meant to be.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Communication flows effortlessly. Everyone in your department gets along. Your to-do list is easily doable. Expect a new assignment with a senior colleague to guide you through it. You'll discover you're better than you think and might uncover a hidden talent. Got a big presentation, job interview, or PR/marketing campaign? The results will make you smile.  

([?]) Promised payment may be delayed. A friend from afar could bring you a money-making opportunity or a heartfelt gift. Sudden expenses involving your living space, vehicle, or devices might come up. Save your wants for later.

() You two act as co-pilots for all major life moves, listening and levelling up together. Think symmetrical synergy, where one side never overpowers the other. That's super rare. New exciting experiences or uncharted adventures await you two. If you have a side piece, prepare for a soft-land, drama-free closure. 

([?]) Currently seeing someone? They'll want a serious label while you're still window shopping for better options. Don't blame yourself for keeping your choices open. A friend of a friend may confidently shoot their shot at you.

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) You'll keep tasks, people and resources running in perfect sync. Solo missions flow and team efforts land a sweet win that might spark a small toast. Unexpected travel or an impromptu pitch could land on your calendar. No need to freak. It's a golden shot disguised as chaos.  

([?]) A long-awaited payment or refund could arrive while a surprise source of support or income might pop in. Something you own or a skill you've got may suddenly become hot and spike in value. Keep late-night online shopping in check. BNPL isn't free money. If you're traveling overseas, watch out for pickpockets.

() Expect grown-up conversations about shared investments, joint accounts and long-term stability. A fresh routine, a shared hobby or exploring somewhere new could keep the spark alive and deepen the connection. Your sexy time combines familiar heat with new fantasies.

([?]) You may be fascinated by someone from work or at a work-related social event. You two should get to know each other in secret to avoid gossips. Also, someone online will slide in with a flirty DM.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Every curveball could be a win. You tackle your to-do list with full force and focus until there's nothing left. A surprise chance to change department, relocate or jump ship for a new organisation may show up. It'll come with limited time to decide, so don't spiral into overthinking. Your instincts will know what's right.  

([?]) Money will match your hard hustle. Extra cash might slide in from under-the-radar work or a grey-area project, so pretend you didn't hear that from us. You'll knock out essential payments with zero stress and shop intentionally, not impulsively. A friend may ask for a loan or beg you to guarantee their debt. Say no and protect your wallet.  

() You and your partner will enjoy quality time and create a few Insta-worthy moments. Whether it's soft intimacy at home or in the middle of a lively crowd, your connection feels smooth and effortless. Friends may admire you two as couple goals. Someone unaware you're off the market may try to rizz you up.  

([?]) You might catch feelings for the same person whom your friend is also into and their preference for your friend will be painfully obvious. Ouch, but don't let envy ruin the friendship. Dating app users, you may run into ONS hunters or FWB seekers. Maybe staying solo isn't actually that bad.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Your effort is turning into tangible results. A key project might land exactly the way you intended and the right eyes will notice you. More chances to show what you've got will roll in from both your main job and side hustle. You're on track with different priorities while growing your savings. Job interview this week? A swift yes is likely. 

([?]) Cash comes in strong and so does the temptation to spoil yourself and upgrade your lifestyle. Treat yourself but don't drift into a Yolo mode. Beware of new-gen Ponzi schemes or MLM scams. Partnership contracts deserve patience and careful reading.  

() No matter how busy life gets, you two manage to stay connected. Your sexy time may be less frequent, but it's spicy every time. A relative, who is known to be nosy, may ask when you two are going to have a baby and you'll handle it with grace and a smile.

([?]) You'll focus on building a bigger bank balance and a better version of yourself. Still, someone from work or a work-adjacent scene will likely try to get closer and look for excuses to connect. A friend or cousin might play matchmaker and set you up with someone high profile.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) This week you're a productivity powerhouse. You'll breeze through your to-do list ahead of schedule. Colleagues will be knocking on your door more than usual, asking for help and collaboration. Your boss might assign you some mentoring duties and offer you a chance to level up, grow your network and tap into fresh perspectives on the work landscape.

([?]) Several parties and gathering with friends cost more than expected but an income opportunity will surface and spark hope. If you're selling or brokering big-ticket items, expect success and clean contracts. Just watch out for scammers posing as friends or family members.

() You'll both pour energy into building the life you've been dreaming of. Schedules might get packed and priorities might shift, but mutual respect and steady support will keep the bond solid. Every moment you carve out for each other will feel invaluable. Between the sheets, comfort meets creative chemistry.  

([?]) If you're getting to know more than one admirer, you might soft-launch with the one who truly matches your energy. Single and searching? Someone could captivate you, though a language barrier or class gap might be a hurdle. Still, the differences could be what makes the connection electric.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Your instincts, imagination and logic work in perfect sync. You read the room fast and make the right calls without hesitation. No wonder higher-ups trust you with confidential matters. You'll be your team's trusted guru, peacekeeper and unofficial therapist. From your main job to side hustle and all the projects in between, you'll stay busy and score results that feel rewarding.  

([?]) Travel or your network could open doors and bring you real earning potential. Some of it may involve AI. Some of it won't. Something essential may break. You may have to deal with an unexpected fine. Spend with intention.  

() Words will connect and mutual support will feel solid. You two might create a healthy new routine, discover a shared interest or explore new territory that keeps the chemistry between you two fresh. Expect quality family time and a wave of support from either side that lifts up the relationship.  

([?]) Kinda seeing someone? Expect mental disconnect. Your attitudes aren't aligning and things might slowly drift into a quiet silence. You won't chase romance or rush anything. Still, someone's got their eye on you through your work circle or a regular hangout spot.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Miscommunication and new rules will pile on the pressure while higher-ups and clients won't stop raising the bar. Team drama might bubble up, so stay cool. Turn frustration into fuel. The payoff at the end will be worth every ounce of effort.  

([?]) Extra cash is coming your way, but so is the urge to splurge on quick thrills and luxuries. Yolo and Fomo energy will have you hitting "buy now" before logic kicks in, putting your financial freedom goals on pause. Still, joy beats regret ATM and you'll smile more than you stress.  

() This week demands next-level patience with your partner. Spending, lifestyle choices and parenting differences could spark friction. If you're in a LDR, choose your words wisely. Using break-up threats as a mind game could backfire to your face.  

([?]) Someone you've been texting or flirting with might fade out and go quiet, and you won't feel the need to chase. A new spark will appear and make your heartbeat do wild gymnastics. The twist is they might be a foreigner, a single parent or not your usual type. You'll quietly question whether you're compatible enough to make it work.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Your tough mission or project is closing with a clean win. Don't get comfortable yet, though. A tougher one is arriving with resource constraints and legal complications. It may feel chaotic, but fate's revealing bigger-picture insights and sharpening your strategising skill. Protect your energy like currency because this marathon needs stamina.

([?]) Money follows effort and this week shows receipts. A delayed payment or refund finally lands. You could also score an unexpected windfall. Keep it quiet or word spreads and suddenly everyone's calling you their "bestie" with empty pockets. Unexpected expenses might pop up to bite your wallet.  

() Talking money with your honey might feel tense and frustrating. But after some healthy back-and-forth, you'll land on the same page. Expect cosy moments and warmth in your relationship. Between the sheets, familiar rhythms meet new positions.

([?]) You'll prioritise building wealth and becoming your best self. Someone from your work circle will try to get closer and find cute excuses to talk with you. An old flame may resurface, acting caring and nostalgic, but they just want your cash or a casual hook-up.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Colleagues will cooperate and play nice. A senior may share their expertise to sharpen your skills and prep you for a bigger role. You'll crush deadlines and deliver clean results regardless of where you work from. Job hunting? Opportunities in health, food, service or creative industries could pop up unexpectedly.  

([?]) Cash conflicts could crop up with someone close to you. Urgent expenses around health, home, or vehicle may hit your wallet without warning. Skip big buys and bold bets. Do a no-buy week.

() This week exposes what's been hidden. A sudden moment might force you both past the silence and into dealing with what you've been avoiding. Tempers may flare fast. Fights might spark and reveal where you don't see eye-to-eye. Choose your words with care and patience.  

([?]) If you're dating or seeing someone, their main squeeze might show up armed with receipts and ready to confront you. You'll get a front-row seat to your person's true colours when threats and pressure hit. A friend online or IRL might flirt as they want more, but you'll keep boundaries solid and stick with friendship.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Your current headache will soon be gone. Don't celebrate yet, though. The next challenge is already on the way. Brace for crossed wires and twisted truths from colleagues or clients. Meetings may feel like a strategy game with quiet ego battles. Fate is refining your people skills and awakening sharper problem-solving.  

([?]) Financial friction could spark. Someone might eye your earnings or try snatching one of your income streams, though you'll have the upper hand. Essential bills get sorted with zero stress. Watch out for next-gen phishing and new-wave scams dressed up as fun deals or "treat yourself" moments. Stay sharp, stay skeptical.  

() You'll both pour energy into building the future you dream of. Life might get busy with responsibilities, but mutual respect and steady support will hold the connection tight. Every moment you carve out for each other will feel meaningful and fulfilling.  

([?]) Dating or talking to someone? The vibe may fade and you two could slowly become polite strangers. You meet fresh faces IRL and online. However, none meets the standard that you aim for. Expect drama because someone may call you a snob.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) Expect real returns. The results speak and people notice. Work will feel less like a chore and more like your main stage. A chance to step up might come out of nowhere. Collaboration flows and your network expands with almost zero friction. Entrepreneurs, get ready to meet a big fish.

([?]) Your income(s) will match your effort. Major win-win vibes are coming for financial talks; contracts will be signed, sealed and delivered smoothly. Your friend might clue you in on a new passive income worth exploring. You'll spend with intention, save with confidence and remain financially disciplined.  

() If your love has been lukewarm, things may get spicy again. You'll talk things through, forgive sincerely and find your rhythm again with warmth and playful energy. You'll laugh more, flirt more and remember why you picked each other. A shared win or unexpected gain could be the perfect excuse for a toast together.  

([?]) You get to know several admirers of the same and opposite sex. You wonder if you really have your orientation figured out. Trust your instincts. Follow the spark. Sometimes the heart wants what logic can't explain. Let desire teach you its language.
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									AI helps doctors spot breast cancer in scans: world-first trial

									
								

									PARIS -- Artificial Intelligence (AI) helps doctors spot more cases of breast cancer when reading routine scans, a world-first trial found on Friday.
									The results suggest countries should roll out programmes taking advantage of AI's scanning power to ease the workload of short-staffed radiologists, the Swedish lead researchers said.

Well before the release of ChatGPT in 2022 raised global awareness about AI, scientists had been testing out the technology's capacity to read medical scans.

But the new study published in The Lancet medical journal marks the first completed randomised controlled trial -- the gold standard for this kind of research -- looking at AI-supported breast cancer screening.

The trial involved more than 100,000 women who received routine breast cancer scans across Sweden in 2021 and 2022.

They were randomly sorted into two groups. In one, a single radiologist was assisted by an AI system to check the scans.

The other followed the standard European method, which requires two radiologists to read the scans.

Nine percent more cancer cases were spotted in the AI group compared to the control group.

Over the following two years, those in the AI group also had a 12% lower rate of being diagnosed with cancer between routine scans, which are known as interval cancers and can be particularly dangerous.

The improvement was consistent across different ages and levels of breast density, which can be risk factors. The rate of false positives was similar in both groups.

Senior study author Kristina Lang of Sweden's Lund University said that "widely rolling out AI-supported mammography in breast cancer screening programmes could help reduce workload pressures amongst radiologists, as well as helping to detect more cancers at an early stage".

But this must be done "cautiously" and with "continuous monitoring", she said in a statement.

'The radiologist's eye'

Jean-Philippe Masson, head of the French National Federation of Radiologists, told Agence France-Presse (AFP) that "the radiologist's eye and experience must correct the AI's diagnosis".

Sometimes the "AI tool will have seen a change in breast tissue that is not actually cancer," he added.

The use of AI by radiologists is still in its "infancy" in France because these systems are expensive -- and prone to overdiagnosis, Masson warned.

Stephen Duffy, emeritus professor of cancer screening at Queen Mary University of London who was not involved in the study, said it provided further evidence that AI-assisted cancer screening is safe.

But he warned that the "reduction in interval cancers following screening in the AI group is not significant".

He urged another follow-up of the trial's participants to see if the control group "catches up".

Interim results from the trial, published in 2023, showed that AI nearly halved the time radiologists spent reading scans.

The AI model Transpara was trained on more than 200,000 previous examinations taken in 10 countries.

More than 2.3 million women were diagnosed with breast cancer and 670,000 died from the disease in 2022, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).
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									Sophie Turner shines in crime thriller Steal

									
								

									Former Game of Thrones star Sophie Turner, now stepping into her new era as the next Tomb Raider, turns up in another unexpected role in Steal, a six-episode crime thriller miniseries on Prime Video that drops her into the middle of a high-stakes hostage situation inside the most unglamorous of settings -- a pension fund office.
									This is not your slick, hyper-stylised Hollywood bank caper. Steal plays more like a contemporary money-heist thriller filtered through a distinctly British sense of gloom and bitter wit. It's colder, grimmer and far less interested in glamorising crime than in trapping its characters inside moral panic and escalating pressure.

From the outset, Steal asks the audience to do two things: suspend disbelief just enough to accept its premise, and then buckle in. The series wastes no time establishing its tone. A typical workday at a pension fund company is shattered when armed intruders storm the building, take everyone hostage, and force trade processor Zara Dunne (Turner) and her colleague Luke (Archie Madekwe) into participating in a scheme they never signed up for -- and may not fully understand. Right out of the gate, this is a fast-paced, high-tension show. It's claustrophobic, jittery and occasionally just a little bit bonkers. 

Episode 1 throws us straight into the chaos, with masked figures gearing up in a way that briefly recalls classic heist imagery -- think Heat (1995) -- before twisting it into something more unstable and unnerving. From the very first scenes, nothing feels secure, and that sense of unease never really lets up.

Turner's performance as Zara is one of the show's strongest assets. She is convincing as someone caught between raw survival instinct and moral paralysis. You feel her fear, her confusion and the sheer weight of being pushed into impossible decisions under constant threat. Even when Zara makes questionable or outright bad choices, I understood why she was making them. The character feels flawed, fumbling and recognisably human -- not an easy balance to strike when the plot is accelerating at full throttle.

To amplify the tension early on, Steal often relies on extended sequences with very little dialogue, particularly in its opening episodes. Instead of exposition, the series leans into atmosphere: heavy breathing, nervous glances the sound of footsteps echoing through sterile office corridors. It's an effective technique that allows anxiety to build organically rather than being spelled out.

Visually, the show adopts a subdued but purposeful aesthetic. The colour palette is washed out, dominated by grey-green tones that reinforce the story's moral ambiguity. Nothing here feels clean or comforting. The cinematography consistently suggests that someone is lying, someone is hiding something and everyone is one poor decision away from total collapse.

Trust -- or the lack of it -- becomes almost a character in itself. Steal leans hard into the "who can you believe?" trope, sometimes to excess, but often with entertaining results. Zara's mother, played by Anastasia Hille, is an alcoholic psychiatric nurse who's difficult, frustrating and strangely compelling -- a character you will likely love to hate. Jacob Fortune-Lloyd's DCI Rhys, the lead investigator on the outside, is deeply conflicted and clearly hiding more than just a gambling problem. Luke, meanwhile, oscillates between loyal friend and potential wild card, keeping the audience guessing about where his true motivations lie.

Each episode peels back another layer of the conspiracy, offering just enough answers to keep you invested before immediately introducing new questions. That structure makes the series highly bingeable, especially since all six episodes drop at once. The momentum rarely stalls, and the show keeps pushing forward right up until its final beat.

That said, I do have some reservations. The moral alignment of certain characters can feel murky in ways that are not always productive. The detective bends the rules so easily that his ethical compass starts to feel inconsistent rather than complex. At times, the show slips into a fairly blunt "good guys versus bad guys" framework, with certain characters feeling more like functional pieces of the plot than fully realised people. There are also a few predictable "gotcha" moments that seasoned thriller fans will likely see coming.

Still, I found myself largely satisfied with the experience. While Steal can feel slightly drawn out in places, that pacing may actually enhance the suspense depending on your tolerance for prolonged tension. It is a show that understands its primary mission: to function first and foremost as a thriller. And on that level, it delivers.

Overall, Steal is well worth your time if you are looking for something to keep you on edge and need a tightly packaged series to binge in a day or two. It is a solid mix of action, paranoia and mystery -- not groundbreaking, but confidently executed and often genuinely gripping.

						

							
						



	Steal

	Starring Sophie Turner, Archie Madekwe and Jacob Fortune-Lloyd

	Created by Sotiris Nikias

	Now streaming on Prime Video
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									Cycles of survival

									Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit's latest film Human Resource captures the stagnation of the working class
								

									'There's no complete answer to the questions you might have after watching this film. Instead, it opens up space for everyone to bring their own answers and share them, to debate together," said Nawapol "Ter" Thamrongrattanarit when speaking about Human Resource, his first feature-length film in nearly four years.
									His return to filmmaking feels less like a comeback and more like a quiet continuation of Nawapol's long-standing fascination with the emotional and psychological toll of modern working life. Human Resource operates as a series of metaphors for the sad, monotonous and repetitive loops that define the everyday existence of ordinary office workers -- people who move through their days fulfilling responsibilities, suppressing personal desires and daydreaming about financial security that may never materialise within their lifetime.

Fren (Prapamonton Eiamchan) works in HR at a well-known advertising agency and faces the exhausting demands typical of office life: chaotic work hours, employees who disappear without warning and the constant pressure of recruiting replacements. Outside of work, her doctor advises her to reduce stress because she is pregnant -- news she keeps largely to herself.

[image: Prapamonton Eiamchan as Fren in Human Resource. GDH 559]
Prapamonton Eiamchan as Fren in Human Resource. 



Fren's professional and personal lives slowly consume her, especially her relationship with her husband Taym (Paopetch Charoensook), who dreams of building an ideal, upwardly mobile family. Yet, Fren seems to carry the emotional burden of everything around her, caught between social expectations and a system that increasingly diminishes human value. Carrying a new life while quietly doubting the future becomes a central, unspoken conflict within her.

The premise of Human Resource does not come as a surprise. Many of Nawapol's previous films revolve around specific professions and urban lifestyles. What made those films resonate, however, was his attention to small details -- how people talk, hesitate, cope and emotionally negotiate their surroundings. These moments often made his stories feel intimate and recognisable.

Nawapol is also known for his misleading promotional strategies, where the advertised tone sharply contrasts with the film's true intent. Heart Attack (2015), sold as a romantic comedy, was in fact a bleak portrait of freelance labour and burnout. Happy Old Year (2019), marketed as a film about decluttering, unfolded into a painful exploration of grief, memory and unresolved emotional trauma.

Once again, Nawapol wrote the entire screenplay himself. The film reportedly grew out of his personal anxieties about ageing, entering his forties and questioning whether his life was still trapped inside a capitalist loop that leaves little room for pursuing dreams. This internal struggle pushed him to immerse himself in the world of HR and translate those concerns into a story about working-class family life in contemporary society.

Audiences unfamiliar with Nawapol's style often describe his films as odd, slow, inaccessible, or even plotless. But if you are familiar with Asian independent cinema -- from Japan, South Korea or Taiwan -- you will immediately recognise this approach. Often grouped under terms like "slow cinema" or "observational realism", these films favour minimal narrative, long takes and quiet observation of everyday routines over conventional storytelling. Yoshimitsu Morita's Haru (1996), Edward Yang's Yi Yi (2000), Lee Chang-dong's Poetry (2010) and Hirokazu Koreeda's Shoplifters (2018) echo strongly through Nawapol's filmmaking language.

Human Resource is designed to let viewers observe rather than be guided. We watch Fren move through her days, both at work and at home. The film touches on recruitment practices, corporate hierarchy, job insecurity and social expectations surrounding marriage and family, all without spelling out its conclusions.

In this sense, the film reminded me a lot of Wim Wenders' Perfect Days (2023), which quietly follows a middle-aged man working as a public toilet cleaner. Both films find meaning in repetition, silence and fleeting human moments.

Sound design is one of Human Resource's strongest elements. Ambient noise, television broadcasts and radio news reports often bleed into scenes, subtly amplifying what the characters cannot or will not articulate. These sounds function almost as emotional commentary, guiding our interpretation without relying on dialogue.

The film's editing and cinematography also employ clever techniques, particularly in its transitions. In one scene, Fren and her husband visit an international school for their future child. As children run and shout in the playground, the sound continues even after the film cuts to Fren lying in bed at home, as if those voices remain lodged in her thoughts -- an effective metaphor for unresolved pressure and expectation.

Despite Fren being the central figure, Human Resource remains a slice-of-life portrait with no backstories and no narrative closure. Characters drift in and out without explanation and the film offers no clear resolution.

The film's underlying message appears to be a critique of class inequality: those born into wealth tend to remain wealthy, while those from middle or lower classes are trapped in cycles of survival, regardless of effort. Dreams persist, but the likelihood of achieving them remains painfully slim.

However, while the messages are present, the film struggles to create genuine emotional connection. Many characters feel more like symbolic devices than fully realised human beings.

Taym represents the urban man who fantasises about quick success, flatters superiors and avoids emotional responsibility at home.

I also struggled to understand the purpose of characters like Ten (Chanakan Rattana-Udom), Fren's HR colleague, beyond symbolising a rich kid who can quit whenever boredom strikes. Likewise, Pimmada Chaisakaoen's cameo feels purely emblematic -- a fresh graduate entering a cruel workplace -- rather than emotionally grounded.

However, the person I most wanted to connect with was Fren herself, yet the film does not allow that connection to form. She is written as emotionally withdrawn, rarely expressive and often absent-minded. She speaks little and when she does, her dialogue reveals almost nothing about her inner life. I don't know her and I'm not going to pretend that I do.

Even though Hirayama in Perfect Days is also a man of few words, we are allowed access to his private rituals -- his love of music, his cassette collection, his quiet solitude. These details create intimacy. Human Resource offers no such entry point into Fren's interior world.

Because she never articulates her thoughts, I don't know whether she is happy with her job or her marriage. I don't understand why she hid her pregnancy for months. I don't know whether she felt sadness when an employee disappeared or whether she cared when the replacement she hired was bullied again. These blanks may be intentional, but they also create distance.

My issue is not with the film's slowness or observational approach -- I understand exactly where this style comes from and I admire many films that work within it. The problem here is that Human Resource doesn't execute those ideas with the same emotional precision.

Ultimately, Human Resource works more effectively as a conceptual reflection of working-class struggle than as a fully lived human drama. It captures a familiar sense of stagnation and quiet despair, but stops short of transforming those observations into emotional truth.


	Human Resource

	Starring Prapamonton Eiamchan, Paopetch Charoensook, Pimmada Chaisakaoen

	Directed by Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit
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									250 years of excellence

									Breguet marks its 1775 founding with Experimentale 1
								

									Last April, Breguet kicked off its 250th anniversary celebrations with the release of the Classique Souscription 2025 in Paris, followed by the unveiling of other commemorative timepieces in various locations around the world.
									The finale on Dec 1 was once again staged in Paris, where Abraham-Louis Breguet established his workshop on Ile de la Cite in 1775.

[image: Housed in a Breguet Gold case, Experimentale 1 is powered by the manually-wound Calibre 7250. ]
Housed in a Breguet Gold case, Experimentale 1 is powered by the manually-wound Calibre 7250.



The premiere of the groundbreaking Experimentale 1 at the Musee National De La Marine highlighted the heritage as well as how Breguet has taken its haute horlogerie to the next level.

The novelty technically boasts the maison's very first high-frequency (10Hz) tourbillon with a magnetic escapement that delivers constant force to the balance.

Presented in a 43.5mm "Breguet Gold" case, it bears resemblance to members of the Marine collection, which honours the founder's prestigious title as Watchmaker to the French Royal Navy bestowed by King Louis XVIII in 1815.

The limited-edition Experimentale 1 is the first model of a new line for showcasing innovations from Breguet's R&D department.

[image: ]

This reinforces the legacy of Abraham-Louis Breguet, whose ingenuity advanced horology with the gong spring, "pare-chute" shock absorber, tourbillon and other innovations that underwent an experimental phase in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

Headquartered in L'Abbaye in Switzerland's Vallee de Joux, Breguet initiated the Experimentale programme to explore the science of materials, electromagnetism, vibratory mechanics and acoustics.

Since the early 2010s, the manufacture has been working on mastering the magnetic field, which has now been applied to the constant-force escapement of the Experimentale 1.

The R&D considered how precision is impaired by the balance's inconsistent amplitude, Earth's gravity, shock and impacts such as placing a watch on a hard surface.

The ingenious engineering involves two escape wheels each equipped with a magnetic track, at the centre of which beats a lever with magnetic pallets.

[image: Breguet Reference 3448 with a regulator-style display from the early 19th century.]
Breguet Reference 3448 with a regulator-style display from the early 19th century.



The magnetism imparts a stable impulse to the balance throughout the power reserve, as well as decouples the impulse from the rotation of the escape wheel, the tourbillon cage and the rest of the going train.

The decoupling allows devising a tourbillon with a 10Hz oscillator -- a fourfold increase compared to most traditional regulators operating at 2.5Hz.

The high frequency enables the balance to return more quickly to its normal amplitude after an impact. As the tourbillon cycles through the different vertical positions that the watch can adopt in 60 seconds, it naturally averages out the variations in rate due to gravity.

As the innovative 10Hz tourbillon with the constant-force magnetic escapement is more stable and precise, the Calibre 7250 is certified by the Breguet hallmark in the Scientific category, meaning it has a guaranteed accuracy of +/- 1 second over a 24-hour period.

Providing the Experimentale 1 with a power reserve of 72 hours, the manually-wound movement is revealed by the sapphire crystal, used in crafting the upper and lower glass of the case as well as the dial.

[image: Innovative 10Hz tourbillon with a constant-force magnetic escapement.]
Innovative 10Hz tourbillon with a constant-force magnetic escapement.



The calibre's architecture and the regulator-style display on the dial recall those of Breguet Reference 3448 -- a pocket marine chronometer from the early 19th century.

On the upper half of the dial, two-thirds of the tourbillon lies within the peripheral minutes track while its cage accommodates the seconds indicator.

The hours are shown at 6 o'clock between the patented twin barrel with a double-spring mechanism optimising energy management.

The design of the Experimentale 1 further includes traditional characteristics of a Breguet watch such as blue open-tipped hands, a secret signature, a double-stepped fluted caseband and six close-set lugs.

The satin-brushed solid gold bridges have been refreshed with hand-finished and mirror-polished sharp angles instead of soft curves. The aesthetic is enhanced by the combination of the subtly-pink Breguet Gold and a navy-blue coating.

Composed of gold enriched with silver, copper and palladium, Breguet Gold is distinguished by its brilliance, resistance to discolouration and stability over time.

The maison introduced the exclusive gold alloy as the case material for the Classique Souscription 2025, which was announced the winner of the prestigious Aiguille d'Or Grand Prix at the 25th edition of the GPHG held in mid-November.

The launch of the Experimentale 1 opened a new and exciting chapter that builds on the watchmaking prowess with the latest technical and aesthetic developments, arousing curiosity of what's next from Breguet's product pipeline.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3186519/250-years-of-excellence



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Bangkok's time comes as maison  opens inaugural boutique at Iconsiam

									
								

									After turning 250 last year, Breguet has come to Thailand with its first boutique in Bangkok on Iconsiam's Level 1.
									On Jan 19, CEO Gregory Kissling attended the grand opening of the boutique, whose contemporary interior design particularly echoes the flagship store on Bahnhofstrasse in Zurich, Switzerland.

The maison's identity has been incorporated into the interior with the signature Breguet Blue harmonising with American walnut wood and marble finishes.

[image: Classique Souscription 2025.]
Classique Souscription 2025.



Furniture edges are inspired by Breguet's iconic case designs while guilloche motifs on the carpet recall how founder Abraham-Louis Breguet introduced the engraving on the dials of his timepieces in 1786.

The boutique opening exuded a celebratory vibe as the 250th anniversary is not over yet.

An exhibition presented commemorative timepieces among other exceptional models that define chapters of Breguet's prolific haute horlogerie.

The showcase included award-winning Classique Souscription 2025, Tradition Seconde Retrograde 7035, Reine de Naples Perles Imperiales and Breguet Experimentale 1.

The exhibition was relocated to the Icon Art & Culture Space, where Breguet further hosted a dinner to celebrate the two-and-a-half-century milestone.

[image: Tradition Seconde Retrograde 7035. ]
Tradition Seconde Retrograde 7035.
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									New movies out this week: Jan 29-Feb 4

									'Human Resource' is the ninth film by cult director Nawapol 'Ter' Thamrongrattanarit
								

									7 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Mieruko Chan

Directed by Yoshihiro Nakamura.

Who's in it? 

Nanoka Hara, Rinka Kumada and Naenano.

What's it about? 

A young girl can see dead people, but tries to ignore them and live a regular life.

Why watch it?

Remake of Mieruko-chan (2021).
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Send Help

Directed by Sam Raimi.

Who's in it? 

Rachel McAdams, Dylan O'Brien and Xavier Samuel.

What's it about? 

Two colleagues become stranded on a deserted island, the only survivors of a plane crash. On the island, they must overcome past grievances and work together to survive, but ultimately, it's a battle of wills and wits to make it out alive.

Why watch it? 

The project has been described as being a blend of Misery (1990) and Cast Away (2000).
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Khing Keaw

Directed by Ekachai Srivichai.

Who's in it? 

Intira Jaroenpura, Apinya Sakuljaroensuk, Napat Injaieua, Pympan Chalayanacupt, Jackrin Kungwankiatichai, Kapon Thongphlap and Sonthaya Chitmanee.

Why watch it?

Inspired by Kingkaew Lorsoungnern, the second female death row inmate in Thailand to be executed by firing squad.
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Worldbreaker

Directed by Brad Anderson.

Who's in it? 

Milla Jovovich, Luke Evans and Meadow Williams.

What's it about? 

A father hides his daughter on an island to keep her safe while he equips her for survival and the battles ahead.

Why watch it? 

Milla Jovovich and Luke Evans both starred in The Three Musketeers (2011).
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Human Resource

Directed by Nawapol Thamrongrattanarit.

Who's in it? 

Prapamonton Eiamchan, Paopetch Charoensook and Pimmada Chaisakaoen.

What's it about?

Working in HR at a challenging company, Fren interviews young new hires and is secretly one month pregnant, grappling with the decision to have a child in difficult circumstances.

Why watch it? 

In a society where human value is steadily diminishing, to carry new life and to dream of the future may be, in itself, a contradictory wish.



Premieres on Jan 30
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Infinite Icon: A Visual Memoir

Directed by JJ Duncan and Bruce Robertson.

Who's in it?

Paris Hilton, Rina Sawayama and Sia.

What's it about? 

Paris Hilton's musical journey unfolds through rare footage and intimate moments, from her debut album to her latest work. A raw look at her evolution as an artist and icon, blending performances with personal revelations.

Why watch it? 

Because "That's hot".



Premieres on Jan 31
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28 Days And 28 Years Later

Directed by Danny Boyle.

Who's in it?

Jodie Comer, Aaron Taylor-Johnson and Ralph Fiennes.

What's it about? 

It's been almost three decades since the rage virus escaped a biological weapons laboratory, and now, still in a ruthlessly enforced quarantine, some have found ways to exist amidst the infected. One such group of survivors lives on a small island connected to the mainland by a single, heavily-defended causeway. When one of the group leaves the island on a mission into the dark heart of the mainland, he discovers secrets, wonders, and horrors that have mutated not only the infected but other survivors, as well.

Why watch it?

The trailer and film feature a distinctive recording of the poem "Boots" by Rudyard Kipling, read by the actor Taylor Holmes in 1915. The poem's repetitive rhythm imagines the march of British soldiers during the Boer War, and this recording of the poem is used by the US military to simulate the psychological distress of being held captive.
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									Lisa dazzles in Balmain gown inspired by late Queen

									Thailand's K-pop superstar is the face of 'Feel All the Feelings' tourism campaign
								

									Stepping into her new role as the Amazing Thailand Ambassador for 2026, Lalisa "Lisa" Manobal stunned crowds in a Balmain Haute Couture gown inspired by the wardrobe of Her Majesty the late Queen Sirikit.
									The K-pop superstar from the girl group Blackpink strode through Wat Arun Ratchawararam Ratchaworamahaviharn in Bangkok on Wednesday, marking the official launch of the "Feel All the Feelings" campaign by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT).

The campaign aims to transform the tourism landscape of Thailand from just another typical tourist haunt to a quality leisure destination. 

Lisa's stunning golden gown tells a story that reaches far beyond the red carpet -- one of cultural diplomacy woven in silk and preserved in fashion's most prestigious archives.

The piece, a meticulous revival from Balmain's storied collection, traces its lineage to the original Nuit a Londres gown from Pierre Balmain's Haute Couture Spring/Summer 1960 collection, originally created for Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother.

[image: Photo: PR Thai Government]
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What emerges is a testament to one of fashion's most extraordinary partnerships. Pierre Balmain's relationship with the Thai royal court extended far beyond business, extending over 20 years of collaboration that would define an era of Thai-French cultural exchange. 

The designer's creations for Her Majesty, many of which remain on display at the Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles in Bangkok, became instruments of cultural diplomacy, bridging nations through the universal language of fashion.

The gown itself speaks to this legacy with every carefully considered detail. Crafted entirely from Thai silk, the strapless silhouette flows into a commanding train, while the accompanying stole demonstrates Balmain's mastery of architectural pleating and couture construction.

Traditional Thai textile prints are seamlessly integrated into the bandeau and sleeves, creating a visual dialogue between French haute couture techniques and Thailand's rich textile heritage.

[image: Photo: PR Thai Government]
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Lisa's styling choices further honour this cross-cultural narrative. Bvlgari's ruby-embellished jewellery echoes the ruby embroidery that adorns the gown, while her gold-inlaid clutch from the Thai brand Jasmina Collection completes a look that celebrates both the artisanal excellence of multiple cultures and the enduring power of fashion as cultural ambassador.
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									South African cinemas drop 'Melania' movie

									Move reflects country's strained relationship with Donald Trump
								

									JOHANNESBURG - South Africa's main cinema houses have pulled a documentary about US First Lady Melania Trump just ahead of its release, with the distributor citing "the current climate", local media reported.
									Melania was not listed on the websites of the Nu Metro or Ster Kinekor theatres on Thursday, the day before its international release on Jan 30.

News24 media reported on Wednesday that the South African distributor Filmfinity had abruptly dropped the film.

"Given the current climate, the film will no longer be releasing theatrically in (the) territory," the site quoted the distributor's head of marketing, Thobashan Govindarajulu, as saying.

It was not clear what "climate" he was referring to and AFP could not immediately reach a company representative for details.

Nu Metro confirmed to AFP on Thursday that it had been told by Filmfinity to withdraw the film.

"The rights sit with Filmfinity, and it's at their request that we are not releasing it," Nu Metro said in a statement.

The South African government has strained ties with the administration of President Donald Trump, which has criticised Pretoria's position on a range of domestic and international policies.

Trump has notably repeated false claims that Pretoria is behind a "genocide" of the white Afrikaans community, which he has invited to settle in the United States.
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