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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Tulsi Gabbard's appearance at Fulton County FBI raid raises questions
        Ellen Nakashima, Warren Strobel, Ben Brasch, Jeremy Roebuck, Emily Davies

        Lawmakers called for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to explain the presence of the nation's top spy at a domestic law enforcement action in Georgia.

      

      
        Senate aims to vote on funding deal before shutdown deadline
        Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer

        Republicans and Democrats in the Senate reached an agreement late Thursday but are still working to tee up a vote.

      

      
        Ukraine wakes to possible pause in Russian energy strikes after Trump call
        David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov

        Trump asked Putin to hold off hitting Ukraine's power facilities. Zelensky said if Russia followed through, he would pause strikes on Russia's energy industry.

      

      
        Trump sues IRS and Treasury for $10 billion over leaked tax records
        Frances Vinall

        The case means Trump has again filed a claim for a large amount of money against the government he oversees, putting him on both sides of the potential negotiating table.

      

      
        Democrats and Trump strike government funding deal as shutdown looms
        Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer, Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor

        President Donald Trump and Senate Democrats say they've agreed to separate DHS funding from a larger spending package after the killing of Alex Pretti.

      

      
        Federal and local authorities charge man accused of attack on Rep. Omar
        Maegan Vazquez

        The Hennepin County attorney said felony charges were filed after a federal misdemeanor charge was brought to avoid the chance the suspect could receive a presidential pardon if convicted.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Friction emerges between Trump, Venezuelan opposition over Machado's return
        John Hudson, Noah Robertson

        The administration may prefer reliability over democracy in Caracas, worrying advocates for opposition leader Maria Corina Machado.

      

      
        Handling of Pretti investigation has some prosecutors on verge of quitting
        Perry Stein

        Federal prosecutors in Minneapolis, deeply frustrated by the response to the shootings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti, have suggested they could resign en masse.

      

      
        Sen. Klobuchar announces bid for Minnesota governor, seeks 'common ground'
        Amy B Wang, Theodoric Meyer

        Klobuchar is likely to jump into a race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement this month that he would drop his reelection bid.

      

      
        Trump faces fresh MAGA blowback for efforts to 'de-escalate' in Minnesota
        Natalie Allison, Isaac Arnsdorf, Hannah Knowles

        The president's response to widespread public dismay over the shooting death of another Minnesotan has put him in a bind with his own base.

      

      
        Top Democratic groups urge party to shed soft-on-crime image, hire police
        Hannah Knowles

        The Center for American Progress wants Democrats 'on their front foot' talking about crime, an issue where Republicans have long held the advantage.
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Intelligence
Tulsi Gabbard's appearance at Fulton County FBI raid raises questions
Lawmakers called for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to explain the presence of the nation's top spy at a domestic law enforcement action in Georgia.

Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard outside the Fulton County Election Hub and Operation Center after the FBI executed a search warrant there in relation to the 2020 election on Jan. 28. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)


By Ellen Nakashima, Warren Strobel, Ben Brasch, Jeremy Roebuck, Emily Davies | 2026-01-30
At a televised Cabinet meeting last August, President Donald Trump turned to his top intelligence official, noting that she had evidence of "how corrupt the 2020 election was," and asked when she'd produce it.
"I will be the first to brief you once we have that information collected," Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard replied.
Gabbard, who coordinates the nation's 18 spy agencies, has put "election integrity" and holding former government officials accountable for alleged election interference among her priorities.
Trump has long maintained that the 2020 election, which he lost to Joe Biden, was rigged. U.S. national security officials at the time said they found no evidence of widespread fraud and numerous courts rejected claims of election irregularities as unfounded.
Though her office traditionally focuses on foreign intelligence and adversaries, Gabbard's unexplained appearance at a warehouse in Fulton County, Georgia, on Wednesday while the FBI was executing a search warrant revealed the extent to which her office has been involved in a domestic criminal investigation. Photographs confirming her presence stunned lawmakers, who on Thursday called for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to urgently brief them on the matter.
"My constituents in Georgia, and I think much of the American public, are quite reasonably alarmed in asking questions after the director of national intelligence was spotted bizarrely and personally lurking in an FBI evidence truck in Fulton County, Georgia, yesterday," Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Georgia) said Thursday at an intelligence committee hearing for Trump's nominee to head the National Security Agency, Lt. Gen. Joshua Rudd. Ossoff questioned whether ODNI "is straying far outside of its lane.''
"Director Gabbard recognizes that election security is essential for the integrity of our republic and our nation's security. As DNI, she has a vital role in identifying vulnerabilities in our critical infrastructure and protecting against exploitation. ... President Trump's directive to secure our elections was clear, and DNI Gabbard has and will continue to take actions within her authorities, alongside our interagency partners, to support ensuring the integrity of our elections," said ODNI press secretary Olivia Coleman.
The FBI declined to comment.
There are "only two explanations" for why Gabbard was in Fulton County on Wednesday, Senate Intelligence Committee Vice Chairman Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia) said at the hearing.
One is that she believes there's a "legitimate foreign intelligence nexus," he said, in which case Gabbard "violated her legal obligation to keep the intelligence committees fully and currently informed," or she is attempting to insert the intelligence community into what Warner called "a domestic political stunt designed to legitimize conspiracy theories that undermine our democracy.''
Asked for comment, White House spokesman Davis Ingle said: "Director Gabbard has a pivotal role in election security and protecting the integrity of our elections against interference, including operations targeting voting systems, databases, and election infrastructure. She has and will continue to take action on President Trump's directive to secure our elections and work with our interagency partners to do so."
Gabbard established a task force last year to tackle priorities such as ending the "weaponization" of government against Americans, an effort that critics claim is both unorthodox and dangerously politicized. The Director's Initiatives Group set about investigating a number of Trump's executive orders, including one aimed at holding former government officials accountable for election interference and another on protecting the integrity of U.S. elections.
Former senior U.S. intelligence officials called Gabbard's participation in the FBI action unprecedented, and out of line with her office's legal authorities.
ODNI was established by a 2004 law that gives the agency neither an operational role nor law enforcement functions, said one of the former officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. While the ODNI may share intelligence with the FBI on issues such as countering foreign espionage, it has no authority to participate in domestic law enforcement operations.
"Election security for ODNI is about foreign influence, not about U.S. state election processes," the former official said.
Retired Air Force Gen. Michael Hayden, who led both the Central Intelligence Agency and the National Security Agency and is a former senior ODNI leader, called Gabbard's appearance in Georgia "unbelievable."
"She has no responsibility for that, at all," Hayden said.
ODNI lacks operational authorities, including those meant to identify vulnerabilities in critical infrastructure, said a second former senior U.S. intelligence official. "You can require assessments of what sectors are vulnerable to foreign adversary threats, but you can't do the actual vulnerability scanning -- especially on domestic networks," said the former official.
An ODNI official, citing specific provisions in the law, indicated that Gabbard is using her authorities to target foreign election interference. "The DNI is evaluating both past and enduring vulnerabilities in election infrastructure to ensure that foreign adversaries are unable to exploit them in future election cycles," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the office's legal authorities.
While there have long been conspiracy theories regarding foreign influence on the result of the 2020 presidential election in Georgia, no evidence has surfaced and Gabbard has provided none publicly.
Despite White House support, Gabbard has found herself outside the inner circle of Trump's national security advisers, taking a back seat to CIA Director John Ratcliffe. Trump has occasionally expressed his frustration at Gabbard's actions, and she played virtually no role either in planning for the strikes on Iran's nuclear facilities or the operation that seized Venezuela president Nicolas Maduro and his wife.
A copy of the warrant obtained by The Washington Post said the Fulton County search was part of a criminal investigation into possible violations of two federal laws: one regarding the retention and preservation of election records by state officials and the other criminalizing efforts to defraud voters from an impartially conducted election. The warrant authorized agents to seize all physical ballots from the 2020 election, voting machine tabulator tapes, images produced during the ballot count and voter rolls from that year.
Fulton County elections chief Sherri Allen said at a news conference Thursday that federal agents took 700 boxes of records. County Commission Chairman Robb Pitts said at the news conference that local officials can "no longer be held responsible" for the seized materials.
"Once they left that facility last night in those FBI trucks, I don't where they are now. I don't know what they're doing with them," Pitts said. "Are they opening the boxes? Are they stuffing other ballots into there? I have no clue."
Pitts noted concern that Wednesday's warrant could be a pretext to take over Fulton County's elections -- a multiyear goal of Republicans in the state. "We will not give one inch to those who seek to take control of our elections," he said. "We will fight this in court with every resource we have."
Wednesday's search was unusual in other respects. The warrant listed Thomas Albus -- the recently confirmed U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri -- as the prosecutor overseeing the matter, instead of the U.S. attorney in the Atlanta area, Theodore Hertzberg.
Attorney General Pam Bondi recently appointed Albus to a special role within the Justice Department investigating nationwide election integrity, said a person familiar with the decision who was not authorized to speak publicly. Neither Albus' office nor Hertzberg's immediately returned requests for comment Thursday.
In addition to Gabbard, FBI Deputy Director Andrew Bailey was present at the Fulton County warehouse where the warrant was executed, a sign of the priority the bureau has placed on the investigation.
Bailey, a former Missouri attorney general, was named to the FBI's No. 2 post last year in an unusual move that saw him split the job's responsibilities with then co-deputy director Dan Bongino.
Unlike Bongino, who resigned earlier this month, Bailey has kept a relatively low profile, though has previously endorsed Trump's conspiracy theories that the 2020 election was rigged. While running for reelection as attorney general last year, Bailey claimed "the left stole that election," referring to the 2020 presidential race.
Gabbard, Bondi and Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi L. Noem are expected to speak at a meeting of the National Association of Secretaries of State on Friday. In most states, the secretary of state is the top election official, and by federal law states are responsible for running federal elections.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Politics
Senate aims to vote on funding deal before shutdown deadline
Republicans and Democrats in the Senate reached an agreement late Thursday but are still working to tee up a vote.

The Capitol dome is seen on Nov. 6. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-30
The Senate will aim to vote on Friday on an agreement to fund· most of the federal government and buy more time to debate new accountability measures for immigration agents, as a midnight deadline looms for a partial shutdown.
Senate Democrats said Thursday that Republicans had agreed to their demand to break off funding for the Department of Homeland Security from a larger spending bill after federal immigration authorities killed Alex Pretti in Minneapolis. The agreement would fund DHS at existing levels for two more weeks to give the two parties time to try to hash out a deal to impose new restrictions on immigration enforcement that Democrats are seeking.
President Donald Trump said in a social media post that Republicans and Democrats had "come together to get the vast majority of the Government funded until September, while at the same time providing an extension to the Department of Homeland Security."
"Hopefully, both Republicans and Democrats will give a very much needed Bipartisan 'YES' Vote," he added.
But the Senate did not begin voting on the agreement on Thursday night. At least one senator, Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), put a hold on the process. Graham has said he wants to protect a measure that allows senators -- but not House members -- to sue over having their phone records obtained without their knowledge. The current appropriations package would reverse that measure, which was drafted in response to an investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.
Unanimous consent is necessary in the Senate for the chamber to bypass its rules and vote quickly, allowing any one senator to hold up the process.
"If you were abused, you think you were abused, your phone were illegally seized, you should have your day in court," Graham told reporters Thursday.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) blamed Republicans for the impasse as he left the Capitol Thursday night.
"Republicans need to get their act together," Schumer told reporters.
But Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said Republicans and Democrats had issues to resolve before the bill could pass, which he hoped to do Friday.
"Right now we've got snags on both sides," Thune told reporters as he left the Capitol.
One Democrat, Sen. Michael Bennet (Colorado) also criticized the deal. Bennet vowed to vote against the legislation because he had "no confidence the Trump administration will participate in good faith negotiations" to enact the restrictions on DHS that Democrats have demanded, though he did not say whether he planned to hold up the package.
A short funding lapse is all but assured even if the Senate passes the bill before the midnight deadline because the House, which is scheduled to be out of town until Monday, would need to pass it, too.
Getting any agreement through the narrowly divided House could be challenging for Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), as conservative members of the House Freedom Caucus said they would oppose changes to the existing bill before Trump called for them to support an extension. But House Republicans are likely to support it as the president has requested, two senior House Republican aides said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.
"We may inevitably be in a short shutdown situation," Johnson told reporters Thursday night. "But the House is going to do its job."
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Europe
Ukraine wakes to possible pause in Russian energy strikes after Trump call
Trump asked Putin to hold off hitting Ukraine's power facilities. Zelensky said if Russia followed through, he would pause strikes on Russia's energy industry.

Esfir Rudminska, an 88-year-old retiree, sits on a bed in her apartment without electricity and with almost no heating, in Kyiv on Monday, following missile and drone attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images)


By David   Stern, Serhiy Morgunov | 2026-01-30
KYIV -- Ukrainians woke to another frigid Friday with the possibility that, at least for now, there could be a halt in Russia's punishing attacks on its energy sector that have plunged the much of the country into cold and darkness, after a call by U.S. President Donald Trump.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said that he was waiting to see if Russia would observe the one-week ceasefire on Ukraine's electrical grid proposed by Trump, in which case Ukrainian forces would halt their attacks on Russia's energy system.
In televised comments made during a Cabinet meeting on Thursday, Trump said that he "personally asked" Russian President Vladimir Putin "not to fire into Kyiv and various towns for a week and he agreed to do that," adding that "it was very nice."
Shortly after, writing on X, Zelensky thanked Trump for the initiative which he said he expected "to be implemented."
Russian officials have not publicly responded to the call for a ceasefire. However, Ukraine's Air Force said in a social media post that Moscow's forces launched  111 strike drones and one ballistic missile at Ukraine overnight into Friday. At least 25 of the drones made it through the defenses but no details were given on what was struck.
In comments released on Friday, Zelensky was cautious, saying he saw Trump's proposal "as an opportunity rather than an agreement."
"Whether it will work or not, and what exactly will work, I cannot say at this point," he said in a briefing with journalists Thursday evening in Kyiv. "There is no ceasefire. There is no official agreement on a ceasefire, as is typically reached during negotiations."
Zelensky said that "if Russia heard the signal from the American side in the same way we did," then Ukraine would "likely see some results and be able to assess them." He added that if Russia refrained from targeting Ukraine's energy infrastructure, "generation facilities or any other energy assets," then Ukrainian forces would "not strike theirs."
A ceasefire on strikes against energy infrastructure would come at a crucial moment in the four-year-old conflict. Russian missiles and drones have wreaked substantial damage on Ukrainian power plants and electrical substations, paralyzing the energy network and leaving millions without heat and power during one of the worst winters in years.
Temperatures in Kyiv and the rest of the country have hovered consistently well below freezing the last weeks, with another cold snap -- with lows of -9 Fahrenheit (-23 Celsius) -- predicted in the coming week.
"It's extraordinary," Trump said during his Cabinet meeting. "It's not like cold, it's extraordinary cold."
Zelensky said that U.S. officials first suggested the ceasefire during trilateral talks in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, last week -- part of a general push to "create more space for diplomacy."
"Our negotiating group called me to consult. I said that we would adhere to a reciprocal approach with regard to such steps," Zelensky said.
Kyiv supported "all rational U.S. initiatives" and "any genuine initiatives aimed at de-escalation," he added.
However, the Washington D.C.-based Institute for the Study of War said on Friday that a possible halt in Moscow's campaign against Ukraine's energy system did "not mark a significant Russian concession."
"Russia continues to reject a long-term ceasefire and has previously offered similar short-term moratoriums to advance its political objectives," the institute said in a daily report released Friday.
"... The Kremlin has previously offered short-term ceasefires as part of a cognitive warfare effort to portray the Kremlin as acting in good faith while rejecting Ukrainian and U.S. calls for a longer or permanent moratorium," the report said.
Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump sues IRS and Treasury for $10 billion over leaked tax records
The case means Trump has again filed a claim for a large amount of money against the government he oversees, putting him on both sides of the potential negotiating table. 

President Donald Trump in the Oval Office of the White House on Thursday. (Allison Robbert/AP)


By Frances Vinall | 2026-01-30
President Donald Trump, his two eldest sons and the Trump family business on Thursday sued the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury Department over the leak of their tax information to news organizations during the first Trump administration.
The lawsuit, filed in Florida's Southern District Court, seeks at least $10 billion in damages on the grounds that the two departments did not properly safeguard the tax returns "from unauthorized inspection and public disclosure." Trump is suing the government in a personal capacity, not as president.
Former IRS consultant Charles E. Littlejohn was in 2024 sentenced to five years in prison for stealing the tax returns of Trump and thousands of wealthy Americans between 2018 and 2020 and providing them to ProPublica and the New York Times.
A spokesperson for the New York Times declined to comment. ProPublica, the Treasury Department and the IRS did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Thursday's lawsuit is another in which Trump has filed a claim for a large amount of money against the government he oversees, which puts him on both sides of the potential negotiating table.
He filed two claims for damages against the government in 2023 and 2024: the first involving the Justice Department over investigations into the connection between Russia and his 2016 presidential campaign, and the other relating to the FBI search of his Mar-a-Lago property in 2022 over alleged mishandling of classified documents.
"It's interesting because I'm the one that makes a decision. And, you know, that decision would have to go across my desk," Trump told reporters in October last year. "It's awfully strange to make a decision where I'm paying myself."
A likely outcome for those cases, The Washington Post reported, would be to reach a settlement with a Justice Department that Trump has publicly said works for him.
Earlier this week, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent canceled all the department's contracts with consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton, citing the leaks from Littlejohn, who was an employee of the firm at the time. The contracts were worth $21 million in total obligations, Treasury said.
The complaint filed Thursday alleges that ProPublica, based on the leaked financial information, "falsely reported" that the tax returns "contained 'versions of fraud'" and that the family's accounting firm "engaged in 'fraud, misconduct or malpractice,'" causing the Trumps reputational and financial harm.
The New York Times in 2020 also published articles detailing more than two decades of Trump's tax returns after he declined to release them while he was a candidate in the 2016 presidential election or during his first administration -- breaking with precedent. The complaint also alleges that these articles contained false information such as that Trump engaged in tax avoidance.
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Politics
Democrats and Trump strike government funding deal as shutdown looms
President Donald Trump and Senate Democrats say they've agreed to separate DHS funding from a larger spending package after the killing of Alex Pretti.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York). (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer, Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor | 2026-01-30
President Donald Trump and Senate Democrats said Thursday that they had struck an agreement to fund most of the federal government less than 30 hours before spending is set to lapse.
Senate Democrats said Republicans had agreed to their demand to break off funding for the Department of Homeland Security from a larger spending bill after federal immigration officials killed Alex Pretti in Minneapolis. The agreement would fund DHS at existing levels for two more weeks to allow both parties to try to hash out a deal to impose new restrictions on federal immigration enforcement.
Trump said in a social media post that Republicans and Democrats had "come together to get the vast majority of the Government funded until September, while at the same time providing an extension to the Department of Homeland Security."
"Hopefully, both Republicans and Democrats will give a very much needed Bipartisan 'YES' Vote," he added.
Senate Republicans are checking with individual senators for objections, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations. Any deal would require unanimous consent from senators to pass quickly.
The deal comes after Trump and senators in both parties expressed optimism that they could reach a bipartisan agreement before the shutdown deadline.
"Hopefully, we won't have a shutdown, and we're working on that right now. I think we're getting close," Trump told reporters at a Cabinet meeting Thursday morning. "The Democrats I don't believe want to see it either. So we'll work in a very bipartisan way, I believe, not to have a shutdown. We don't want to shut down."
A short funding lapse is still likely, as any changes would need to be approved by the House, which is scheduled to be out of town until Monday.
Getting any agreement through the narrowly divided House could be challenging for Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), as conservative members of the House Freedom Caucus said they would oppose changes to the existing bill before Trump called for them to support an extension. But House Republicans are likely to support it as the president has requested, two senior House Republican aides said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations.
"We may inevitably be in a short shutdown situation," Johnson told reporters Thursday night. "But the House is going to do its job."
House Democrats do not plan to support the agreement because they are skeptical that serious policy negotiations in the Senate are underway, according to two senior House Democratic aides, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive talks. They plan to leave it to Republicans to pass the agreement on their own, unless Johnson asks Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) for help to pass the measure. Jeffries relayed to Johnson in a call Wednesday that to garner Democrats votes, Republicans would need to make numerous concessions.
House Republicans probably will only have a one-vote majority margin when they return to the Capitol next week; a Democrat is expected to win a special election in Texas this weekend.
"We're talking, but I can't assess how they might try to get it across the finish line," Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said of Johnson. "Obviously that's a complicating factor for them. But like I said yesterday, we are where we are."
Senate Democrats did not want to fund DHS for more than two weeks while the two parties negotiate new restrictions that Democrats have demanded.
"People are getting killed in Minneapolis," Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) told reporters. "We need to show some urgency about fixing the problem."

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters on Wednesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Senate Democrats rejected Republican proposals to address their demands through an executive order or separate legislation, which would not require the existing measure to go back through the House.
The funding package covers most discretionary federal spending: It would fund the Departments of Defense, Health and Human Services, Education, Labor, Housing and Urban Development, Treasury, Transportation, and State.
Without additional appropriations, all government functions in those agencies that aren't considered necessary to protect life, property or national security would stop, and many workers would have to continue on the job unpaid, as they did during last fall's long shutdown. But many of the administration's immigration enforcement efforts would continue because of an influx of funding from the GOP tax and spending law passed last year.
The funding measure was negotiated between Republicans and Democrats before last weekend's shooting in Minneapolis. It includes $64.4 billion for DHS, including $10 billion for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, similar to existing funding levels.
It includes limited restrictions on the agency, including a decrease in detention beds, reduced funding for Border Patrol and for ICE's enforcement and removal operations, and $20 million for body cameras for ICE and Border Patrol agents. It does not include other changes that Democrats had sought, including prohibitions on ICE agents from shooting at moving vehicles or detaining U.S. citizens.
When the bill was unveiled early last week, some Democrats argued that it was necessary to fund the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Transportation Security Administration and other agencies even though it did not do enough to rein in federal immigration agents.
But after agents killed Pretti, even lawmakers who had written the measure said they would oppose it. Sen. Patty Murray (Washington), the top Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Committee, said that she wouldn't vote for the bill without changes and that "there must be accountability" for Pretti's killing.

Demonstrators protest the shooting of Renee Good on Jan. 10 in Minneapolis. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Some Democrats opposed the bill even before Pretti's death, which persuaded most of the rest of the party to come out against it. If all Republicans supported the funding package, they would need at least seven Senate Democrats to back it to overcome the filibuster's 60-vote threshold.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) on Wednesday demanded Republicans agree to a set of changes to the DHS bill to earn Democrats' support: end "roving patrols" by requiring warrants in some cases and requiring ICE to coordinate with state and local law enforcement; create a uniform code of conduct for agents and use independent investigations to enforce it; and require agents to wear body cameras and to not wear masks.
Senate Republicans are more open to some of Democrats' demands than they were ahead of the government shutdown in the fall. Many agree there should be additional oversight after federal immigration officials' aggressive actions against U.S. citizens in Minneapolis.
At a news conference earlier in the day, Jeffries said House Democrats may consider supporting the DHS bill in the future if it includes genuine bipartisan policy reforms.
"We'll evaluate whatever is sent to us, and if we're on a path toward dramatic, immediate, transformative change, then I'm sure that will be a part of what heavily weighs into our discussion," Jeffries told reporters.
Matt Viser contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/01/29/government-shutdown-democrats-whitehouse/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Federal and local authorities charge man accused of attack on Rep. Omar
The Hennepin County attorney said felony charges were filed after a federal misdemeanor charge was brought to avoid the chance the suspect could receive a presidential pardon if convicted.

Rep. Ilhan Omar speaks Tuesday at the Minneapolis town hall meeting during which she was attacked. (Maria Alejandra Cardona/Reuters)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2026-01-29
A man accused of approaching Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota) at a Minneapolis town hall this week and spraying her with a liquid from a syringe now faces charges brought by federal and county prosecutors.
Hennepin County Attorney Mary Moriarty announced Thursday that Anthony Kazmierczak was charged with one felony count of terroristic threats and one count of fifth-degree assault.
He also faces a federal count alleging that he "forcibly assaulted, opposed, impeded, intimidated, and interfered with ... an officer and employee of the United States" as Omar was performing her official duties as a member of Congress, according to a criminal complaint filed this week. He could serve up to a year in prison if convicted of that misdemeanor count.
In a social media post, Moriarty suggested the county was pursuing charges even though federal charges were already being brought because a state conviction would not be eligible for a presidential pardon.
"While we have historically worked collaboratively with federal agencies to investigate crimes, that partnership has been damaged by political decisions coming from this administration," Moriarty said in a video on X. "Threats of violence is a felony-level offense and a successful prosecution will result in a state-level conviction that is not subject to presidential pardon now or in the future."
According to an affidavit from an FBI special agent involved in the federal case, Omar said that "the liquid stained her clothes, and may have reached her face and right eye." Hazmat specialists identified the liquid as water and apple cider vinegar. The substance has been sent to a state laboratory for more testing.
According to the affidavit, a "close associate of Kazmierczak" told investigators in an interview this week that several years ago he heard Kazmierczak say of Omar, "Somebody should kill that b----."
Kazmierczak also hinted at his political beliefs over the years on social media. The affidavit cites a 2021 Facebook post shared by his account -- a political cartoon that depicts Omar critically, showing her behind private security while holding a "Defund Police" sign. Shortly after the assassination of right-wing influencer Charlie Kirk, Kazmierczak changed his profile picture to Trump at a Turning Point USA event. Later that month, he made his profile picture an image of Trump hugging Kirk's widow, Erika Kirk.
Kazmierczak shared online posts in recent years suggesting that he shared conservative views. In 2022, he shared a post from Republican Minnesota attorney general candidate Dennis Smith declaring that Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison (D) "must go!" That same day, Kazmierczak shared a post criticizing transgender swimmer Lia Thomas. Earlier that year, he shared an image of a car's rearview window with two stickers: one saying "I stand with Ukraine" and another below it with the letters "FJB" -- a derogatory and profane initialism aimed at Joe Biden.
During an initial court appearance by Kazmierczak on Thursday, a judge granted the government's request to detain the suspect pending a detention hearing on Tuesday.
Representatives for Omar and the Justice Department did not immediately respond Thursday to requests for comment. Jean Brandl, a federal defender representing Kazmierczak, also did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Tuesday's attack occurred while Omar, whose district includes Minneapolis, was speaking out against the fatal shooting of ICU nurse Alex Pretti by federal agents last week amid President Donald Trump's immigration crackdown in Minnesota. Omar called for abolishing U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and for Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, who oversees that federal agency, to resign or face impeachment.
After Omar said that, a man in the front row rose from his seat, stumbled toward the congresswoman and shouted something unintelligible while aiming a syringe at her, according to a live stream of the event. The live stream showed the man being tackled to the ground and taken away by security.

Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota) was sprayed with an unknown liquid Jan. 27 during a town hall meeting in Minneapolis.


The suspect, later identified as Kazmierczak, was immediately arrested and booked into Hennepin County Jail on suspicion of third-degree assault, police said.
Omar has sought to connect Trump's rhetoric to the attack, saying at a news conference Wednesday that "every time the president of the United States has chosen to use hateful rhetoric to talk about me and the community that I represent, my death threats skyrocket."
Trump has, in recent months, used racist and dehumanizing rhetoric to attack Somali immigrants, often singling out Omar, a Somali American and immigrant. After the town hall, the president told ABC News that he hadn't seen video of the incident but accused Omar, without citing any evidence, of potentially staging the attack.
"I don't think about her. I think she's a fraud," Trump said. "She probably had herself sprayed, knowing her."
Jeremy Roebuck, Niha Masih, Amy B Wang and Alec Dent contributed to this report.
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National Security
Friction emerges between Trump, Venezuelan opposition over Machado's return
The administration may prefer reliability over democracy in Caracas, worrying advocates for opposition leader Maria Corina Machado.

Venezuelan opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria Corina Machado speaks with the news media after meetings on Capitol Hill on Jan. 20. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By John Hudson, Noah Robertson | 2026-01-30
Venezuela's leading opposition figure made a solemn request to House lawmakers during a closed-door meeting on Capitol Hill last week: "Tell the president that I want to go back to Venezuela as soon as possible," said Maria Corina Machado, according to notes taken by a person in the room and reviewed by The Washington Post.
Her request for the message to be relayed to President Donald Trump suggested a disconnect between Machado and the Trump administration, which has praised the pragmatism of Nicolas Maduro's successor, Delcy Rodriguez, and declined to provide a timeline for Machado's return.
Advocates for the opposition leader, who saw Trump's ouster of Maduro as a potential watershed moment for self-governance, have become anxious that Washington may prefer reliability over democracy.
"The administration should allow Machado's return," said Diego Area, who was forced to leave Venezuela after campaigning against Maduro in the 2015 parliamentary elections. "The administration has to use its leverage to induce political opening and structural reform."
"Order without reform only postpones instability," said Area, now the president of Global Americans, a think tank focused on Latin America.
Trump has made clear that the primary goal of ousting Maduro was not democratic change -- the stated goal of past failed U.S. regime change efforts -- but controlling the energy resources of Venezuela, which has one of the world's largest oil reserves. "We take the oil," Trump told the New York Post this month.
On Wednesday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio hailed Rodriguez's efforts in providing U.S. companies "preferential access" to oil production and "using revenues to purchase American goods."
"It is our belief that her own self-interest aligns with advancing our key objectives," Rubio wrote in prepared remarks to senators on Capitol Hill.
While leaving open the possibility of military action if Rodriguez does not obey U.S. orders, Rubio approvingly noted her pledges to "cooperate with the United States" and "end Venezuela's oil lifeline to the Cuban regime."
In another sign of cooperation with Rodriguez, Trump said Thursday that he spoke with her on the phone and informed her that the U.S. was opening all commercial airspace over Venezuela and encouraging Americans to travel there.
The White House and the State Department declined to comment. A representative of Machado said there was no disconnect with the Trump administration and that Machado's remarks in private reflect what she has said in public about wanting to return to Venezuela.
The surprisingly durable relationship between Trump and Rodriguez, a longtime Maduro ally who oversaw Venezuela's ruthless intelligence services, has been a disappointment to Machado's advocates, who view the Nobel Peace Prize laureate as the country's legitimate leader.
That's because ballot audits by The Post and independent monitors showed that Edmundo Gonzalez, the stand-in for Machado after Maduro's government barred her from running, won more than two-thirds of the 2024 vote. Maduro claimed reelection regardless.
Democrats have accused the Trump administration of putting a positive spin on Rodriguez's compliance to justify Trump's decision to stage a brazen military attack on Venezuela and apprehend its leader under the guise of a law enforcement action without congressional approval.
"We've traded one dictator for another," Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire), the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, told Rubio during Wednesday's hearing.
Rodriguez has taken "no steps to diminish Iran, China or Russia's considerable influence in Venezuela," Shaheen said, and her cooperation with the United States "appears tactical and temporary, not a real shift in Venezuela's alignment."

Venezuela's interim president, Delcy Rodriguez, alongside Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez, at a ceremony Jan. 8 honoring military and security personnel who died in the U.S. raid. (Leonardo Fernandez Viloria/Reuters)


Rubio stressed that a democratic transition will take time after so many years of rigid authoritarianism under Maduro and his immediate predecessor, Hugo Chavez.
"This is the first time in over a decade that we see even the glimmer of an opportunity to change conditions," the secretary of state said.
When pressed on whether it would be a "success or failure" if Rodriguez was still in power in six months, Rubio said that "in six months, we expect to be further along," but he did not provide specifics.
A huge factor will be reconciliation within the Venezuelan opposition, which Rubio called a "very diverse" collection of longtime Maduro opponents and more recently disaffected Venezuelans.
What is left unspoken is that Machado returning to Venezuela poses a near-term threat to Trump's plan for stabilizing the country and opening it up to massive investments from multinational oil companies·, said David Smilde, a Venezuela expert and professor at Tulane University.
"You could imagine Machado holding a big rally in Venezuela with hundreds of thousands of people marching on the palace and creating conflict in the streets," he said. "That doesn't align with the economic normalization policy that Trump is trying to implement."
The U.S. would also be unable to guarantee Machado's safety, said Geoff Ramsey, a Venezuela expert at the Atlantic Council.
"The Trump administration's focus now seems to be stabilizing things and laying the groundwork for economic recovery," he said. "It would be easy to envision the arrest of Machado upon her return as throwing a wrench into Washington's plans."
Rubio met with Machado at the State Department on Wednesday.
When she emerged from the meeting, she told reporters she would not accept a power-sharing agreement with "criminal" elements in the current government.
"We are willing to facilitate a genuine transition," she said, "but not a Russian-style transition where mafias remain in control. Venezuela does not need stability for criminals -- it needs justice, truth and freedom."
She reiterated her desire to return to Venezuela soon and said Caracas must provide security guarantees to the opposition, including the millions of Venezuelans living abroad.

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks with the news media after meetings Wednesday at the State Department in Washington. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


Trump raised serious doubts about Machado's prospects as a leader after Maduro's capture in early January, saying she did not have the support necessary to run the country. In a bid to win over his support, Machado gave him her Nobel Peace Prize, but he has since offered only middling support. "Maybe we can get her involved some way," he said after accepting her Nobel Peace Prize.
During her meeting with lawmakers last week, Machado asked Republican lawmakers to convey to Trump that she would be most effective in her home country. "I am more helpful to his cause from Venezuela than here," she said, according to notes from the meeting that were reviewed by The Post.
Multiple lawmakers who met with Machado during her appearances on Capitol Hill said she didn't say whether the administration would facilitate, or support, her return.
"She wouldn't answer specifically the conversation she had with the president on democracy," said Rep. Gregory W. Meeks (New York), the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee. "She just said that clearly they did not have probably the same timetable."
There is widespread bipartisan support inside Congress for a transition to democracy within Venezuela, led in large part by Florida Republicans, who have long called for an end to the Maduro regime.
"She's very excited to go back to Venezuela ... but certainly understands the security concerns," said Rep. Brian Mast (Florida), the committee's Republican chair, who said he fully expected the administration to support Machado's return.
Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Florida), who has met with Machado multiple times in recent months, said the Trump administration would first need to reach an agreement with the interim government in Caracas to ensure the security of Machado and any other opposition leaders.
It remains unclear whether securing such an agreement is in line with the Trump administration's plans.
"The Trump administration has shown no interest in democracy anywhere else in the world. Why would they here?" said Smilde, the Tulane professor. "Their plan is to stabilize the country, and it's easy to see how they might not view Machado as part of that plan."
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Justice
Handling of Pretti investigation has some prosecutors on verge of quitting
Federal prosecutors in Minneapolis, deeply frustrated by the response to the shootings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti, have suggested they could resign en masse.

Federal agents fire tear gas at protesters in Minneapolis on Jan. 14. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Perry Stein | 2026-01-29
Federal prosecutors in Minneapolis have told U.S. Attorney Daniel Rosen, the Trump administration appointee leading the office, that they feel deeply frustrated by the Justice Department's response to the fatal shootings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti by immigration officers and suggested that they could resign en masse, leaving the office unable to handle its current caseload, according to two officials familiar with the office.
At least one prosecutor in the office's criminal division has resigned since a meeting this week with Rosen during which the prosecutors aired their concerns, according to the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel matter that has not been made public.
The threat of further resignations is the latest sign of how the federal judicial system in Minnesota has begun to crack under the strain imposed by the administration's immigration enforcement surge in the state. On Wednesday, the chief federal district judge in the state wrote that Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials had violated 96 court orders since launching the crackdown in Minnesota, dubbed Operation Metro Surge.
"ICE has likely violated more court orders in January 2026 than some federal agencies have violated in their entire existence," Chief U.S. District Judge Patrick J. Schiltz wrote.
When asked for comment about the Minnesota prosecutors, a Justice Department spokesperson responded with Attorney General Pam Bondi's February 2025 "zealous advocacy" memo that said attorneys would face discipline or termination if they are not "vigorously defending presidential policies."
The U.S. attorney's office in Minnesota has been in turmoil since the administration sidelined the office in the investigations around the shootings of Good and Pretti, who were shot 21/2 weeks apart during confrontations with immigration officers in Minneapolis.
At least a half-dozen prosecutors in the office -- including the second-in-command -- resigned earlier this month after top Justice Department officials told prosecutors not to investigate the shooting of Good but instead try to build a case against her partner.
In the aftermath of those resignations, the Justice Department sent prosecutors from other Midwestern states to help deal with the swelling caseload in Minnesota. The severe staffing shortage in the office is expected to worsen in the coming weeks as more prosecutors from the office's criminal and civil divisions resign.
The Minnesota U.S. attorney's office is down to about half of its full staffing level of approximately 70 lawyers. At least some of the resignations occurred in the final months of the Biden administration before President Donald Trump took office.
When Pretti was shot by immigration officials on Jan. 24, Trump administration officials said the Department of Homeland Security would be leading the probe, prompting confusion and frustration among Minneapolis prosecutors who felt they should be involved.
The shootings of Good and Pretti were captured on cellphone cameras and have prompted outrage from Democrats and Republicans over Trump's immigration crackdown.
Typically, a federal investigation into an officer-involved shooting would involve FBI agents as well as criminal and civil rights prosecutors. Any federal use-of-force investigation into an officer's conduct is considered a civil rights investigation because the provision under which officers can be charged is a civil rights statute that covers deprivation of a person's rights "under color of law."
The Washington Post reported that the FBI briefly opened a civil rights investigation into the Good shooting before changing course.
Law enforcement officers are rarely charged for using lethal force, in part because the law provides significant leeway for officers to decide when use of force is needed. Law enforcement experts said that an accurate conclusion can only be reached, however, if officials examine all relevant state and federal laws and their application to the facts in the case.
The immigration crackdown has strained U.S. attorney's offices across the country. On the criminal side, prosecutors are handling a surge in cases involving allegations of residents impeding immigration officers. And on the civil side, attorneys are being inundated with an influx of petitions from immigrants contesting their detainments.
The Justice Department is also facing staffing shortages at its Washington headquarters and in U.S. attorney's offices across the country. In 2024, roughly 10,000 attorneys worked across the Justice Department and its components, including the FBI. In 2025, Justice Connection, an advocacy group that has been tracking departures, estimates that at least 5,500 people -- not all of them attorneys -- had quit the department, been fired or taken a buyout offered by the Trump administration.
The department has struggled to find qualified candidates to fill these vacancies.
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Politics
Sen. Klobuchar announces bid for Minnesota governor, seeks 'common ground'
Klobuchar is likely to jump into a race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement this month that he would drop his reelection bid.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota), seen at a hearing on Capitol Hill in December, is expected to formally announce her candidacy for Minnesota governor in the coming days. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Amy B Wang, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-01-29
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minnesota) on Thursday announced her campaign for governor, jumping into a race that was upended after Gov. Tim Walz (D) made a surprise announcement this month that he would drop his reelection bid in the wake of a welfare-fraud investigation in the state that has drawn the national spotlight.
Klobuchar, 65, stepped into the governor's race during a period of tumult in Minnesota. The Trump administration has  focused on Minneapolis, especially its substantial population of Somali immigrants, in its enforcement crackdown. The city has been embroiled in unease and resistance after two fatal shootings of residents by immigration officials -- which Klobuchar highlighted in an announcement video.
"We cannot sugarcoat how hard this is," Klobuchar said, adding: "These times call for leaders who can stand up and not be rubber stamps of this administration, but who are also willing to find common ground and fix things in our state."
She promised to lead with "grit" and "resilience."
Minnesota had  been reeling from other recent tragedies, including a shooting at a Minneapolis Catholic school in August that killed two children and injured 17 people, as well as the politically motivated shootings of two Democratic state lawmakers and their spouses last summer.
Walz, who was the 2024 Democratic vice-presidential nominee, decided not to seek a third term as governor in part because of growing attacks by President Donald Trump and his allies over welfare fraud investigations in Minnesota. The ongoing probe started several years ago and federal authorities in Minnesota  filed charges in 2022, accusing 47 people of misusing $250 million meant to feed children during the pandemic. But attention from right-wing influencers and Trump's supporters has renewed attention to the issue online.
Klobuchar had previously signaled her bid for governor by filing paperwork that is a preliminary step for candidates considering running.
Klobuchar, the No. 3 Senate Democrat in party leadership, has spent nearly two decades in the Senate. In 2024, she won reelection to her fourth term by nearly 16 points, running far ahead of Kamala Harris, who carried Minnesota by about four points. Klobuchar also ran in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, casting herself as a Midwestern pragmatist who could appeal to voters across the political spectrum.
If Klobuchar vacates her seat, Walz could appoint a temporary replacement before a special election to fill out the remainder of her term, according to Minnesota statute. Klobuchar is not up for reelection in the Senate until 2030.
The Minnesota governor's race is not the only contest in the state that has been shaken up this year. Minnesota's other Democratic senator, Tina Smith, is not running for reelection. Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan and Rep. Angie Craig are running in the Democratic primary to succeed her.
Republicans recruited Michele Tafoya, a former television sports reporter, in an attempt to flip the seat, though no Republican has won a Senate race in Minnesota since 2002.
Walz won reelection in 2022 by about eight percentage points, and Democrats are still considered to have the advantage. However, Republicans are sure to try to tie the welfare-fraud scandal to Klobuchar. A crowded field of GOP candidates is also seeking the governor's office, including Minnesota House Speaker Lisa Demuth and MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell.
Klobuchar is the fourth senator this year seeking to leave the chamber for a shot at a governor's mansion. Sens. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee), Michael Bennet (D-Colorado) and Tommy Tuberville (R-Alabama) are also running to be governors of their respective states.
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump faces fresh MAGA blowback for efforts to 'de-escalate' in Minnesota
The president's response to widespread public dismay over the shooting death of another Minnesotan has put him in a bind with his own base.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters Tuesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Natalie Allison, Isaac Arnsdorf, Hannah Knowles | 2026-01-30
President Donald Trump's efforts this week to "de-escalate" controversial deportation tactics in Minnesota in the face of widespread public dismay have caused a new wave of blowback from his base of hard-line anti-immigration advocates.
The president is caught between competing interests: a loyal base of voters who elected him on a campaign promise of "mass deportations," and a broader electorate that is increasingly uncomfortable with an aggressive approach that has led to the shooting deaths of two American protesters by federal agents this month.
The conflicting viewpoints are evident within the administration, too, with advisers divided along similar lines and offering opposing feedback on whether and how drastically to shift Trump's immigration strategy, according to people aware of the conversations.

Federal agents deploy tear gas near the intersection of Park Avenue and 34th Street in Minneapolis on Jan. 13. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Trump is also navigating a collision of his own instincts: his desire for flashy roundups of foreign-born criminals, and his recognition that the broader public, including business leaders he identifies with who rely on immigrant labor, have soured on the expansion of those roundups to noncriminals in workplaces.
The conflict has put the normally resolute Trump in an unusual spot, needing to tread carefully on an issue that he has previously plowed ahead on with threats and swagger. The result has been mixed signals from the White House -- and fresh evidence of the difficult task Trump faces in a midterm election year of appeasing both his MAGA base and a broader swath of voters.
Earlier this month, Trump threatened to invoke the Insurrection Act to allow him to send the military to Minneapolis -- and suggested that "THE DAY OF RECKONING & RETRIBUTION IS COMING." He also sharply criticized two Minnesota Democrats, Gov. Tim Walz and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey, calling them "useless" earlier this month.
This week, however, the president characterized conversations with Walz and Frey as positive and productive. He told Fox News that he wanted to "de-escalate a little bit" and that his talk with Walz "couldn't have been a nicer conversation."

The Trump administration repeatedly shifted its story on the shooting of Alex Pretti in the 72 hours following his death.


Yet Trump has not articulated a clear shift in immigration strategy, leaving the public unsure of where he actually stands or what comes next.
He sidelined Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem from the Minnesota operation -- a tacit but rare show of disapproval toward a Cabinet member. He has not taken parallel action against senior aide Stephen Miller, who is widely viewed as the architect of Trump's immigration policies -- and who advised Noem on how to respond publicly to the shooting death of ICU nurse Alex Pretti in Minneapolis on Saturday, according to a person who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal conversations.
In the immediate aftermath of the shooting, both Miller and Noem labeled Pretti a "domestic terrorist." Miller also called him an "assassin." Trump and White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt have not defended the officials' rhetoric but also have not publicly criticized their job performance.
In a statement to The Washington Post, Miller said the initial information he received about the shooting from the Department of Homeland Security was "based on reports from CBP on the ground." Miller said the White House is now working to determine why Customs and Border Protection at the time of the incident was not using the extra personnel that DHS had sent to Minnesota for "force protection."

Stephen Miller, deputy White House chief of staff for policy, on Tuesday at the White House. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Noem asked for a meeting with Trump on Monday evening -- after Trump announced that his border czar, Tom Homan, would be taking over operations in Minnesota. The gathering lasted for hours, according to two people who spoke anonymously to describe a private meeting. Noem and her top aide, Corey Lewandowski, joined the president and other aides to discuss issues including the border wall and Minneapolis, one of the people said. Separately, Lewandowski and Homan, who have previously clashed, have spoken and agreed to work together, the person added.
The White House's efforts to make adjustments on tactics have not stanched the bleeding in public opinion.
The most recent flood of criticism has come from pro-Trump users online and top influential MAGA commentators. Some called Trump's pivot a "betrayal." Others warned, as they have about other issues for months, of the risk that the base could sit out November's elections.
Fresh public polling showing increased "anti-ICE sentiment" and "increased support of sanctuary cities" makes clear that the administration must change its deportation tactics, said Mark Mitchell, head pollster at the conservative Rasmussen Reports.
An Economist/YouGov poll released this week -- with most respondents answering after the Pretti shooting -- found that 55 percent of Americans have little confidence in ICE, an increase of 10 percent since mid-December. The decline in trust for ICE has been most pronounced among independent voters, the poll found, with 67 percent now saying they have little confidence in the immigration agency, compared with 49 percent last month.
By contrast, 60 percent of Republicans say they have "a great deal" or "quite a lot" of confidence in ICE, highlighting the gap between Trump's own party and independents and Democrats.

Senators assess Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem's leadership after recent fatal shootings in Minneapolis.


And the president's sudden interest in cooperating with Walz and Frey and his suggestions about going easy on longtime immigrant workers have amounted to a "rug pull" for the base in his rhetoric, Mitchell said. While polling hasn't yet showed Trump's base punishing him, the midterms already look increasingly problematic for the GOP, Mitchell said, and concern remains about declining enthusiasm among Trump supporters. Mitchell met with Trump in November to warn him of frustration within his populist base.
"Ten years, this has been the core part of his platform -- 'They all have to go home ... Build the wall,'" Mitchell said. Trump talking about only focusing on removing violent criminals sounds like he has "caved on the major campaign promise."
Within the MAGA base, the president's supporters want as aggressive an offense as Trump can conceive.
"This is an inflection point -- you blink now and you're going to blink forever. You bend the knee now, you'll bend the knee forever," Stephen K. Bannon, a former Trump adviser and influential MAGA commentator, said on his show Wednesday as he continued urging the Trump administration to ramp up deportations and to not "de-escalate" or draw back federal agents from Minnesota. "I don't care how many people I've got to deport. I don't care."

Federal agents threaten to spray a chemical agent as they confront journalists and rapid responders in Minneapolis on Jan. 14. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Some prominent Trump supporters are also concerned about the actions by some members of Congress, possibly emboldened by Trump's recent change of tone, to renew efforts to pass immigration reform.
The White House has pushed back on the notion that Homan's elevation amounts to a dialing back of deportations. A White House official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss strategy, said the administration has "not wavered" in its deportation mission, but Trump doesn't want to see Americans injured because of clashes with immigration officials.
In a statement, White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said the administration "will never waver in standing up for law and order and protecting the American people."
"Any left-wing agitator or criminal illegal alien who thinks Tom's presence is a victory for their cause is sadly mistaken," she said.
This isn't the first time in Trump's second term that the MAGA base has erupted over his comments on immigration policy, which have consistently revealed his sensitivity to the concerns of business leaders and average conservatives put off by the deportation of otherwise law-abiding immigrants.
In late spring, after hearing complaints from friends and donors about deportation roundups at farms, hotels and restaurants hurting operations and scaring off workers, Trump announced that "changes are coming" to spare the agriculture and hospitality fields.
Trump's base similarly went off on him. Even some top advisers were blindsided, privately insisting that no such policy changes were in the works and chalking up the suggestion to Trump's habit of trying to smooth public conflicts with rhetoric.
Miller at the time raised concerns to the president about his stated plans for "changes" to protect migrant workers, according to a person who spoke anonymously to describe private conversations. Miller had been calling for a drastic increase in deportation numbers to keep up with the administration's aggressive goals. Homan told The Washington Post soon after Trump's announcement that he had not discussed any such changes with the president and wasn't a part of crafting a policy to carve out workers.
During a speech a few weeks later in Iowa, Trump acknowledged he had gotten "into a little trouble because I said I don't want to take people away from the farmers," before describing supporters who were unhappy with his comments as "serious radical-right people." The comment further inflamed tensions, with influential MAGA commentators including Bannon and Charlie Kirk, the head of Turning Point USA shot dead later last year, accusing the administration of preparing to offer amnesty to some illegal immigrants.
A number of Republicans in Minnesota said they were glad to see Trump shift course this week. They said they welcomed the arrival of Homan and the apparent truce between Trump and local leaders.
"I'm just grateful that we're moving in a direction to get back to being sensible," said Jim Abeler, a GOP state senator in Minnesota who worried that federal agents were violating people's rights. "There are people afraid, there are citizens afraid to leave their homes, to go buy groceries because of their skin color or their nationality. ... It's past time."
Yet on Wednesday, the president also signaled that he was aware of the latest criticism from within his base. A day after speaking favorably of his conversation with the Minneapolis mayor, Trump posted on Truth Social that Frey was "PLAYING WITH FIRE" by saying he would not enforce federal immigration laws.
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Politics
Top Democratic groups urge party to shed soft-on-crime image, hire police
The Center for American Progress wants Democrats 'on their front foot' talking about crime, an issue where Republicans have long held the advantage.

Graffiti calls for the Oakland police department  in Oakland, California, to be defunded in 2020. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Hannah Knowles | 2026-01-29
A leading left-leaning think tank is urging more spending on police, the latest sign that many Democrats want to shake the "defund the police" label and strike a tougher tone on crime, even as they condemn President Donald Trump's aggressive use of federal law enforcement.
"Voters barely believe Democrats even care about fighting crime or respect police," according to a slide presentation prepared by a sister group for the Center for American Progress (CAP), a think tank that has long served as a political and policy workshop for leading Democrats.
The think tank on Thursday released a plan it hopes will help rewrite that image -- calling for more local police officers, a focus on crime "hot spots" and "swift and certain consequences" alongside the social-service-focused solutions favored by some on the left.
Democrats see both opportunities and pitfalls on crime as Trump uses the issue to justify deploying the National Guard and surging immigration officers to liberal cities. Many on the left say the president is overplaying his hand, alienating voters with heavy-handed tactics that have sometimes turned deadly. At the same time, some are wary of fanning GOP claims they are soft on crime after paying a political price for activist calls to "defund the police" amid 2020 racial justice protests.
"It's important for Democrats to demonstrate that they understand that crime is an issue and that they have solutions around it," said CAP president Neera Tanden, who served as domestic policy council director under President Joe Biden, in an interview. She argued the party should be "on their front foot" talking about the subject and offering an alternative to the "terror tactics" on display this month in Minnesota.
Democrats have been divided over the best approach, however. An advocacy group's presentation at the Democratic National Committee's meeting last summer also called for the party to convey it is "serious about safety" -- but it focused on the systemic problems that fuel crime and argued that voters favor "better, more accountable policing -- not more officers or more funding," as one slide put it. Republicans were happy to amplify the pitch.
Democratic politicians have also faced backlash in recent years for past support of anti-crime measures that critics said were too harsh and hurt minority communities. A tough 1994 crime bill championed by President Bill Clinton became a stumbling block for onetime supporters including Biden and Hillary Clinton, who distanced themselves as they ran for president. CAP, which has ties to many Democratic administrations, was founded by a former chief of staff to Bill Clinton who chaired Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign.
CAP's plan calls for more investment in the preventative efforts favored by police skeptics, from youth employment initiatives to community anti-violence programs. But it also cites research to argue that "more officers, when well-trained and properly utilized, reduce crime" and calls on Congress to direct more funding to local law enforcement.
Voters "assume Republicans will lead on accountability and Democrats will focus on prevention," according to a polling analysis from the sister group CAP Action.
"Democrats are most competitive when they clear the bar on accountability," the analysis adds.
Some Democrats have embraced anti-crime messaging in recent years and distanced themselves from the most liberal voices in the party. In liberal San Francisco, Mayor Daniel Lurie won in 2024 while promising to make the city safer and staff up the police. In swing-state Pennsylvania, Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) campaigned on a pledge to hire thousands more police officers. In left-leaning New Mexico, Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham ordered the state's National Guard to Albuquerque to combat crime last spring.
Democrats have also sought to chip away at Trump's tough-on-crime image, criticizing him for his pardons and cuts to federal funding that supported law enforcement.
Still, voters have long favored Republicans to handle crime and crime remained one of Trump's stronger issues last year in polling, even as his overall approval ratings dipped and his deployment of the military to U.S. cities stoked a backlash.
After Trump sent the National Guard to D.C. last August, an AP-NORC survey found that 53 percent of Americans approved of how he handled crime, higher than his approval ratings on the economy and immigration.
As Trump's immigration crackdown in Minnesota sparked new tensions over federal law enforcement in blue cities, some Democrats warned the party against calls to "defund" Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), fearing a repeat of the "defund the police" rallying cries that they said came back to haunt the party. "Democrats: Abolish ICE Abuses -- Not ICE," the center-left think tank Third Way pleaded in a memo this month.
Others in the party see immigration enforcement as a distinct issue, particularly amid outrage over two fatal shootings by federal immigration officers in Minneapolis in recent weeks. Prominent liberals including New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani have called to abolish ICE, and Democratic members of Congress across the ideological spectrum said after the second fatal shooting that they would block funding for the Department of Homeland Security in an effort to force changes.
Tanden said ICE has "become a perversion of what ICE is supposed to be" and needs dramatic changes, perhaps "from the root." But she also said Democrats should be mindful not to come across to voters as hostile to any enforcement of immigration laws.
As for "defund the police": "That was not a strategy or a slogan that made sense to the vast majority of Americans," she said.
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Opinions
China's latest military purge is part of a long communist tradition
Those closest to dictators are simultaneously the most indispensable and the most dangerous.

Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of the China's Central Military Commission, in Beijing on March 11, 2023. (Greg Baker/AFP/Getty Images)


By Miles Yu | 2026-01-30
Miles Yu is director of the China Center at Hudson Institute.
The dramatic purge of China's highest-ranking uniformed officer, Gen. Zhang Youxia, last weekend is the latest evidence that communist dictatorships require absolute loyalty from their senior military leaders. And because absolute loyalty can never be absolutely verified, pursuing it inevitably breeds paranoia.
This is not an accident or a pathology unique to individual leaders. It is the structural logic of communist rule itself. From Joseph Stalin to Mao Zedong, from Kim Jong Un to Xi Jinping, concentrated power demands total obedience -- and demanding total obedience produces endless purges.
At the core of every communist regime sits a single supreme leader who monopolizes authority over the party, the state, the military and the security apparatus. Such concentration of power leaves no room for genuine collective leadership. Yet the leader must still rely on human agents who wield enormous operational authority. This dependency creates a fatal contradiction: Those closest to power are simultaneously the most indispensable and the most dangerous.
The result is predictable. The supreme leader becomes obsessed with hidden dissent, double loyalty, and especially foreign collusion. Xenophobic paranoia becomes the most lethal weapon of regime survival. Accusations of conspiring with hostile external forces provide a perfect justification for eliminating rivals while preserving the moral mythology of the system. The leader is never wrong; traitors are simply everywhere.
Stalin perfected this logic. In 1937, Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky, the Red Army's most brilliant commander, was accused of colluding with Nazi Germany to overthrow Stalin. The charge was fabricated, but that was beside the point. Tukhachevsky's modernizing vision, prestige within the military and proximity to power made him intolerable. He was executed, along with much of the Red Army's senior leadership.
During the Great Purge, Stalin fixated on "Trotskyites" -- figures with international connections who could plausibly be portrayed as agents of foreign subversion. Of the Soviet Union's five marshals, three were killed. Only Kliment Voroshilov and Semyon Budyonny survived, largely because they were militarily incompetent and politically harmless.
The People's Republic of China has followed a similar script. Since 1949, military purges have come in waves, each reflecting the same underlying fear: The officers commanding the guns might one day turn them inward.
Under Mao, marshals were purged not for incompetence, but for insufficient ideological submission. Peng Dehuai was forced out in 1959 after criticizing the catastrophic Great Leap Forward, accused of colluding with the Soviet Union to undermine Mao. Lin Biao, Mao's anointed successor, was later accused of plotting a coup with Soviet backing; his death in a mysterious plane crash in 1971 ended the last illusion of security at the top.
Mao's paranoia was not irrational within his system. The 1964 "Malinovsky Incident" left a deep scar. After Soviet Defense Minister Rodion Malinovsky suggested to Marshal He Long in Moscow that China should remove Mao as the U.S.S.R. had removed Nikita Khrushchev, Mao became convinced that foreign-backed coups were not theoretical threats but living possibilities. He Long, who was also vice chairman of the Central Military Commission, was later purged and persecuted to death.
Even Mao's closest collaborator, Liu Shaoqi -- the regime's chief enforcer and nominal head of state -- was not spared. Mao labeled him a "renegade, traitor and scab" and Liu died after brutal torture. Absolute loyalty offered no immunity. Instead, proximity only increased danger.
The post-Mao era did not escape this logic. Zhao Ziyang, though not a military man, learned the same lesson. His fatal sin was telling Mikhail Gorbachev the truth -- that China was ruled not by collective leadership but by "retired" Deng Xiaoping. Combined with Zhao's reluctance to authorize mass killing during the Tiananmen Square protests, this honesty sealed his political demise.
Under Xi, purges have intensified. Since he took power in 2012, more than 110 senior People's Liberation Army officers have been removed in what is the most extensive military cleansing since the Cultural Revolution. Initially framed as anti-corruption, the campaign has increasingly targeted the highest command, especially at the Central Military Commission.
The CMC vice chairmanship is arguably the most dangerous job in China. The vice chairs sit closest to the supreme leader and wield enormous control over the world's largest armed force. Since 1949, nine vice chairmen have been purged -- most accused, explicitly or implicitly, of colluding with hostile foreign forces.
Under Xi alone, Guo Boxiong and Xu Caihou were the first military leaders removed. Then , in 2023, an unprecedented purge began:  Rocket Force commanders, procurement chiefs, theater commanders and finally Xi's own loyalists. In 2025, He Weidong and Adm. Miao Hua were expelled.
Now, the purge of Zhang Youxia -- Xi's longtime ally and fellow princeling -- is especially revealing. Having exhausted corruption charges and loyalist purges, Xi now appears poised to invoke the oldest communist accusation of all: treason through foreign collusion. Reports suggest Zhang may be accused of leaking nuclear secrets to the United States. How convenient! The purpose is clear. Xi must convince the system that this purge is not personal, not political, but righteous -- an act of national salvation against an external enemy.
This is the paranoia-fueled logic of communist purges. The higher one rises, the more likely one is to be cast as a traitor. In such systems, survival depends not on competence, integrity or service -- but on remaining invisible to the supreme leader's fear.
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Opinions
The real 'civilizational erasure' is happening in America
Trump's expansion of state power undermines the West's core achievement: limits on authority.

Posters depicting Alex Pretti and Renee Good are displayed on a wall in Minneapolis. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP) 


By Fareed Zakaria | 2026-01-30
Donald Trump, JD Vance and other MAGA luminaries often proclaim that the grave danger facing the West is "civilizational erasure," which they claim is happening in Europe: Through its dangerously misguided approach toward identity and immigration, Europe is destroying the West's distinctive legacy.
But the West's defining character has not been tribal or religious solidarity -- that describes most of the world. The West's precious, almost unique, achievement has been the limitation of state power. Since Magna Carta in 1215, the West gradually placed constraints on rulers -- through rights for citizens, independent courts, a sovereign church and the sanctity of private property. That inheritance is what made the West democratic and prosperous. It is also what made it stable: Citizens could dissent, businesses could invest and civil society could flourish because power was bounded by law.
The second Trump administration has moved sharply to erode these traditions.
In Minneapolis, two people exercising their First Amendment rights were shot dead. There and elsewhere, federal officers have been operating masked, often in unmarked vehicles, making arrests without judicial warrants. The optics -- and the felt reality -- are of authoritarian policing, state power that is unbounded.
And it is more than optics. This administration has used its powers in stunningly aggressive ways, often slow-walking its obedience of court rulings, delaying them so much as to sometimes be defying them de facto.
The Trump administration has declared war on civil society -- media, universities, nongovernmental institutions, law firms and even private businesses. The Justice Department's plans to investigate organizations like George Soros's Open Society Foundations -- with the president describing it as racketeering -- signals something dark: the criminalization of disfavored groups. It is the logic of Hungary and Russia imported into American politics: You do not rebut critics; you investigate them.
Then there is the legal profession. When government threatens law firms -- through security clearances, access to federal buildings and the insinuation that representing the "wrong" client carries consequences -- it is telling the country, quietly but unmistakably, that the protections of due process are conditional, if you choose a law firm that the state does not like.
Universities, too, have been frontally attacked and investigated on an unprecedented scale. You do not have to love the modern university to see the danger here. The state is using funding to compel political concessions from independent institutions.
The press -- always the early-warning system of a free society -- has faced what can only be described as relentless intimidation. Media outlets are sued and regulatory powers used publicly in an apparent attempt to coerce owners to toe the party line. In August, a federal judge found that the Trump administration's Federal Trade Commission investigation into the left-wing group Media Matters likely violated the group's First Amendment rights and looked like political retaliation, not neutral regulation.
The administration is expanding state power within the economy, but less as a rule-setter than as a dealmaker and disciplinarian. There is a world of difference between industrial policy that works through published criteria and competitive grants, and a system where CEOs are summoned to the White House, punished, rewarded or "encouraged" to comply. When regulators hint that routine approvals, renewals or reviews may depend on whether companies adopt (or abandon) certain policies, capitalism stops being a competitive arena and starts resembling a patronage system.
And then, hovering over all of this, is the administration's appetite for using security-state tools not on extremists but on dissidents. Consider the push to designate some "antifa" groups as foreign terrorist organizations -- a concept so vague and ill-defined that even national security experts warn it could become a catchall. Under existing law, knowingly providing "material support" for a designated foreign terrorist organization can carry up to 20 years in prison -- and "support" can be construed broadly enough to include trivial assistance. That is how democracies decay: not by announcing that dissent is illegal, but by reclassifying dissent as something else.
The administration talks about "the West" as if it were a heritage museum -- symbols, slogans, identity. But the West's real genius is institutional: law that binds all, both the strong and the weak; liberty protected not by benevolent leaders, but by constrained ones; a civil society robust enough to oppose the state without fearing that opposition will be treated as a criminal act.
The West is not a bloodline. It is a bargain: power constrained, rights protected, coercion accountable. The greatest threat to the West is not that it is becoming too tolerant or too concerned about individual rights. It is the expansion of state power, making the West like every other society where the strong rule the weak.
When seen in that light, we can say plainly that "civilizational erasure" is indeed happening. But it is not in Europe, it is here -- where the American government grows comfortable with unbounded power, and the country grows accustomed to living with it.
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Opinions
Abigail Spanberger must choose between responsibility or indulgence
Virginia's new governor has a choice: follow her mandate or engage in ideological excess.

Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By L. Douglas Wilder | 2026-01-30
L. Douglas Wilder was the governor of Virginia from 1990-1994.
Virginia has inaugurated a new governor, Abigail Spanberger (D), and with that moment comes both celebration and responsibility. She did not campaign as a woman seeking recognition for being the first to do so; she campaigned to govern.
That distinction matters.
The earliest days of any administration are often dismissed as ceremonial; they are not, they are revealing. They disclose priorities, instincts and governing philosophy. They test whether ambition is aligned with mandate.
When I was elected governor, I quickly learned that not only were we broke, but we were nearly $250 million in the hole. In response, we established the Rainy Day Fund and placed its maintenance into our constitution to ensure fiscal discipline and long-term stability.
Today, Virginians face a different but no less serious reckoning. The basic costs of living continue to rise. Housing, food, transportation, health care and education are not just abstract talking points, they are daily burdens. Families are forced to choose between essentials. Seniors are rationing care. Young people are delaying dreams.
In times like these, we must distinguish between niceties -- the policies that may sound appealing or politically rewarding but do little to ease the pressures Virginians face -- and necessities, those actions that directly address affordability, economic security and opportunity. Government must focus first on what helps families remain afloat, not on what merely satisfies ideological impulses.
The temptation of new leadership aligned in policy and purpose is to move quickly and expansively. Yet the first question must always be the same: Who will pay? And can they afford it?
Members of the General Assembly have rushed to introduce bills eliminating mandatory minimum sentences for numerous crimes, raising taxes and expanding spending. Each of these proposals deserves debate, but discussion without discipline becomes indulgence.
Will raising taxes shift the burden primarily to those with the greatest ability to pay, or will it squeeze working families already stretched thin? Will increased spending result in measurable improvements in public services, or will it drive the state toward deficits that future generations must repair? Will eliminating sentencing standards improve justice and public safety together, or produce unintended consequences that communities later regret?
Good intentions do not replace careful judgment. Every policy choice carries consequences, financial and otherwise. Gov. Spanberger must demonstrate that she is willing to exercise discipline and resist excesses that extend beyond the mandate voters entrusted to her.
As governor, she must be the driving force and steady commander of our ship of state. Her advisers, capable though they may be, must not become an insulation from the people she was elected to serve. Leaders cannot govern from behind layers of staff and strategy. They must remain directly accountable to citizens, listening to their concerns and responding to their realities. That may cause discomfort at times, but it is a small price to pay for genuine representation.
I need not restate the governor's and our shared values, but I will restate my lifelong effort to remind those in power that government exists to further what my mentor, Mordecai Johnson, former president of Howard University, called the "high possibility of the individual." Setbacks will occur, but leadership means ensuring that they remain temporary, not permanent conditions.
Gov. Spanberger now stands among those who can make a difference. I believe she intends to be a servant of the people, all of the people. But that service must be disciplined, because every initiative has a cost, every promise has a price, and every reform must be measured not only by intention, but by consequence.
Justice and fiscal responsibility are not opposing goals, they are inseparable. Lasting reform requires financial stability. Programs that cannot be sustained eventually collapse, leaving those they were meant to help worse off than before. True justice demands solutions that endure.
Virginia deserves leadership that understands the difference between momentum and mandate. The people deserve nothing less.
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The Post's View
ICE tensions are melting from Maine to Minnesota to Capitol Hill
A deal to avert a shutdown gives the Senate two weeks to negotiate on reasonable Democratic demands.

U.S. Capitol Police arrest anti-ICE protesters on Thursday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-30
Cooler heads prevailed Thursday, as the Trump administration made significant concessions from Capitol Hill to Maine and Minnesota.
To avoid another prolonged government shutdown, Senate Democrats and President Donald Trump agreed to fund every agency but the Department of Homeland Security through the end of September and to pass a two-week stopgap measure so DHS can continue to operate while negotiations for reform continue.
For now, leaders on both sides appear to be negotiating in good faith around a set of demands outlined by Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) that could expand oversight and rein in the worst excesses of federal immigration enforcement.
Schumer wants to require Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers to wear body cameras, ban the use of masks, ensure the agency obtains judicial warrants before entering homes and end "roving patrols." He also wants to require ICE to coordinate with state and local law enforcement, create a uniform code of conduct for agents and use independent investigations to enforce it.
Republicans promise to offer a counterproposal. During a test vote on Thursday afternoon, eight Senate Republicans joined every Democrat in voting against the DHS funding bill that passed the House last week. That reflects the depth of bipartisan backlash following the unjust killing of Alex Pretti.
The funding breakthrough came at the end of an eventful day that started with Senate Appropriations Chairman Susan Collins (R-Maine) announcing that ICE is ending enhanced operations in her state.
ICE officers in Minnesota were directed to pivot "to targeted enforcement of aliens with a criminal history," instead of dragnets that sweep up otherwise law-abiding illegal immigrants like gardeners and housekeepers. An email written by a top ICE official also discouraged agents from engaging with "agitators" who yell at them because "it serves no purpose other than inflaming the situation," according to Reuters. Agents were also instructed to use megaphones to "verbalize every step of the arrest process." All of those moves meaningfully reduce the risk of confrontations turning violent.
Border czar Tom Homan, dispatched to oversee federal operations in Minneapolis, acknowledged during a news conference that ICE can do better. He said "certain improvements could and should be made" and conceded that the government had not "carried this mission out perfectly." Homan acted like a professional when asked about Pretti. "I'm going to tell you to let the investigation play out and see where it goes," he said. By leaning into dialogue instead of demonization, Homan has made it easier to persuade sanctuary jurisdictions to reexamine their policies.
Minnesota has its own role to play in turning down the temperature. On Thursday, Homan said Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison (D) "clarified for me that county jails may notify ICE of the release dates of criminal public safety risks so ICE can take custody of them upon the release from the jail." Ellison denied making any concessions on "detainers," but Homan suggested an improvement in relations between the state and the feds.
Handing over criminal immigrants to ICE shouldn't be controversial. When sanctuary jurisdictions ignore civil detainers, ICE agents are more likely to go into communities to search for targets, potentially raising the chance of collateral arrests and clashes with residents.
Trump is yielding after public opinion turned sharply against his tactics on immigration, which has traditionally been an issue core to his political strength. About 3 in 4 Americans believe it's unacceptable for immigration officers to "use people's appearance or the language they speak as a reason to check their immigration status," according to a Pew Research Center poll released Thursday. Another 61 percent are against agents wearing face coverings.
By focusing on deporting true criminals, and respecting Congress's authority to impose reasonable guardrails, immigration agencies can repair trust while continuing to do their jobs.
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Opinions
Still plunging
Michael Ramirez cartoon on falling value of the U.S. dollar.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2026-01-29

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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The technocratic turn that's giving me hope for Gaza
Reconstruction efforts in the battered enclave are better planned and organized than many realize.

Palestinians walk amid buildings destroyed by Israeli air and ground operations in Gaza City on Thursday. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP) 


By David Ignatius | 2026-01-30
The reason to take Gaza reconstruction seriously isn't the glossy rendering of a future beachfront resort displayed last week at Davos, but a gray-haired Palestinian civil engineer named Ali Shaath, who will head the "technocratic committee" that next week will begin the long process of rebuilding what has been hell on earth.
"It's my responsibility to turn this moment into action, to restore order, to rebuild institutions, and to create a future for the people of Gaza," Shaath said in a video address to the Davos, Switzerland, rollout of the Board of Peace that will oversee the transition. He then switched to Arabic to address Gazan Palestinians: "You have remained steadfast and preserved your families and your land," he said, but now is the time "not for looking backward but moving forward."
The event was organized by Jared Kushner, son-in-law of President Donald Trump and the chief architect of the Gaza plan. He rightly saluted the "bravery" of Shaath and the other members of the committee who will enter Hamas-controlled areas in a few days to begin reconstruction -- and disarmament of the militia that has terrorized Israelis and Gazans alike.
The Gaza reconstruction launch was barely noticed amid the furor over Trump's proposal to buy Greenland. That fracas has been resolved, at least temporarily, but the suffering in Gaza continues. And in this moment, before what may be another Middle East war against Iran, the Gaza plan deserves more attention. It's a long shot, facing many obstacles, but it's the best chance I've seen in decades to create a Gaza controlled not by Hamas or Israel, but by its people.
"There is a possibility now that we can really create an alternative to Hamas," argued Dennis Ross in an interview Wednesday. Ross may be America's most experienced Middle East negotiator, and he has monitored the Gaza work closely. Rob Satloff, head of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, is similarly hopeful. "For the first time in a long while, there are some bright lights in Gaza," he told me.
The Board of Peace event looked to some like a Trump stunt, with its pay-to-play board and its AI renderings of a futuristic "New Gaza" meant to invoke the wonders of Doha and Dubai. But there's a real plan here, anchored in a U.N. resolution and backed by a burgeoning "Civil-Military Coordination Center," based just east of Gaza in Kiryat Gat and run by U.S. Central Command, that now includes troops from 20 countries.
Ross, who recently visited the Centcom command post, says he was "enormously impressed with it." With drones and other surveillance, it can monitor every inch of Gaza. It can oversee and coordinate the flow of humanitarian aid that now totals about 4,200 trucks a week, according to the Board of Peace. And it has the order and precision that only the U.S. military can provide.
The Gaza effort displays what is often missing in Trump foreign policy efforts: an attempt at systematic implementation. Trump proclaimed the Gaza ceasefire in October and took a victory lap in Israel. And then, silence: Hamas power seemed to grow again, despite military defeat.
But behind the scenes, work moved ahead. The U.N. Security Council in November endorsed Trump's Board of Peace as a "transitional administration" to rule Gaza until a reformed Palestinian Authority could take over. Nickolay Mladenov, a Bulgarian diplomat widely respected for his U.N. work in the region, was selected as the board's director-general. And Shaath was named to head the 12-person National Committee for the Administration of Gaza. Egypt helped recruit the members and checked the names with all key Palestinian factions, to get buy-in.
When the technocrats enter Gaza next week, officials say, their top priority will be starting to repair sewage and water facilities and removing 60 million tons of rubble. At the same time, Shaath's committee must begin to take power from Hamas, politically and militarily. More than 1,000 Palestinians have been trained in Jordan and Egypt for a Gaza police force, and a top U.S. negotiator believes this force can quickly grow to as many as 10,000 by drawing on other non-Hamas recruits.
"The key is demilitarization," Ross told me. Hamas agreed in principle to disarm when it signed Trump's 20-point plan, which proposed a buyback of Hamas weapons. The Board of Peace announced in Davos that this "disarmament [will be] rewarded with amnesty & reintegration, or safe passage."
The plan is to disarm in two stages: first, the missiles and heavy weapons that threaten Israel; then the AK-47s and other small arms that threaten Gazans. Both stages are essential, because a new Gaza requires a "monopoly on force" by the governing authority, as the Board of Peace argues. Hamas will also have to turn over maps of its underground maze of tunnels and destroy its weapons-making facilities.
Will a group whose very existence is about armed struggle really agree to neuter itself? That's the most important but also shakiest pole in the New Gaza tent. The Trump team thinks it has a chance because Qatar and Turkey, two of Hamas's biggest backers other than Iran, are members of the board and pressured Hamas to sign the deal. And if reconstruction can begin, even Hamas militants will want a share of what the board projects will be at least $25 billion in investment in new utilities and public services and more than 500,000 jobs.
What's interesting about Trump's plans for Gaza is that Israel doesn't play a big role. The key partners are Egypt, Qatar, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. That's one reason right-wing Israelis have blasted the plan. But the premise of the plan is that Gaza isn't Israel's problem anymore, but Trump's and the international community's.
Kushner's role has been interesting to watch, too. He has deep business interests in the region, which rankles critics. But as architect of the Abraham Accords, he has a personal stake in expanding the peace process. His first idea for rebuilding Gaza was Israel-centered -- a plan to create "Alternative Safe Communities" in the parts of Gaza that Israel still occupied, in the hope they would be a magnet for change in the Hamas-controlled areas where 85 percent of Gazans lived. But he switched to the new, far more ambitious Palestinian-centered model announced in Davos. It's higher risk, but much higher reward.
I hope the Trump team's staying power in Gaza is matched in the Ukraine peace negotiations, which may be nearing a make-or-break stage. Sources told me Thursday that President Vladimir Putin has agreed to a one-week halt in bombing of the Kyiv area, following last weekend's U.S.-Ukraine-Russia military talks in Abu Dhabi. Maybe Putin is finally realizing that the total victory he craves is impossible.
Predicting success in Middle East negotiations is often a mistake. As a colleague warned me 45 years ago, when it comes to this region, "pessimism pays." But the Gaza reconstruction effort is better organized than many commentators seem to realize, and any sensible person should wish success for the Board of Peace and its courageous Palestinian representatives.
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The Post's View
Texas freezes out good doctors
Pausing H-1B visa hiring for public universities hurts U.S. patients.

A person has their temperature taken in 2020 at the Dell Seton Medical Center at the University of Texas in Austin. (Eric Gay/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-01-29
Texas, with the blessing of the federal government, is freezing H-1B visa hiring in a way that will harm the ability of hospitals to bring talented foreign medical professionals to treat U.S. patients.
When people get sick, they don't tend to care about the national origin of the doctor who can heal them. One of the advantages of America being the world leader in medical innovation is that it attracts the best medical talent from everywhere. Some of those people use the H-1B visa program to work temporarily in the U.S.
But Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) directed all state agencies and public universities this week to stop filing H-1B petitions through the end of May 2027. His directive applies to some of the world's best hospitals. The MD Anderson Cancer Center is part of the University of Texas System, which had 11.7 million outpatient visits last year.
Most U.S. employers are subject to an H-1B visa cap, which limits the number of visas at 65,000, plus 20,000 for foreigners who earned U.S. graduate degrees. Universities are exempt from these caps, so applicants don't need to hope for winning a lottery to be accepted.
There were almost 2,000 H-1B petitions from Texas public medical schools and teaching hospitals between 2017 and 2022, according to data accessed by the Institute for Progress. Losing 2,000 workers wouldn't be the end of the world, but it's still a significant chunk of talent. If the professionals at these top medical centers believe they need these workers, state politicians better have a really good reason to second-guess them.
There could be isolated situations in which universities are abusing their exemption from the H-1B visa cap to underpay employees, given that workers hired under the cap aren't allowed to compete for most nonuniversity jobs. But the way to counter that is to find abuses and stop them, not freeze all visa petitions.
Abbott says "the economy of Texas should work for the benefit of Texas workers and Texas employers." That's correct, and that's why Texas workers should receive the best quality medical care, which means medical employers should be able to hire the best talent. As the UT System says on its website, 90 percent of graduates are employed in the state within a year of graduating, so the system has been working quite well.
Texas isn't alone. Florida is also seeking a one-year pause on H-1B visas for public universities. This is backward. States should be competing with each other to attract the best workers, not drive them away. That's especially true when keeping them out means hindering treatment for cancer patients.
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The Checkup With Dr. Wen
How to stay physically active in frigid weather
Even in extreme cold spell, everyone -- including kids -- should find ways to exercise.

A man walks by a pile of snow near D.C.'s Federal Triangle Metro station on Wednesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Leana Wen | 2026-01-29
You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
Millions of Americans are enduring bitter conditions following powerful winter storms over the weekend. The cold spell is expected to persist in many parts of the country, disrupting daily routines and limiting options for outdoor activity.
Several readers have asked how they -- and their kids -- can to continue exercising safely in these frigid temperatures. Here are some thoughts:
This topic requires balancing two competing considerations. On the one hand, regular physical activity is critical to good health. Adults should aim for at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity per week, even during harsh winters.
On the other hand, extreme cold can be hazardous to health. Two specific cold-related conditions are hypothermia and frostbite. Hypothermia develops when the body loses heat more quickly than it can generate it, causing body temperature to fall to dangerous levels. Frostbite is a more localized injury, in which parts of the body freeze after prolonged exposure to low temperatures.
Cold weather can also affect the heart. As the American Heart Association notes, the cold can raise blood pressure, constrict coronary arteries and stress the heart. This helps explain why heart attacks surge during snow shoveling. The problem is not that shoveling is inherently dangerous, but that it represents a strenuous activity for people who are not used to that level of exertion, especially in the cold.
Plus, icy conditions increase the risk of slips, falls and other accidents. And cold air can tighten a person's airways, triggering breathing problems in people with asthma, emphysema and other lung conditions.
The safest way to stay active during periods of extreme cold is to move exercise indoors. For people who have home equipment such as treadmills or stationary bikes, this is a good time to use them. Everyday household activities also count as physical activity; chores that raise the heart rate, including vacuuming and mopping floors, can contribute to exercise targets.
Body-weight exercises are another effective option that requires little space or equipment. Squats, lunges, push-ups and planks can all build strength while also elevating the heart rate. Recall that physical activity guidelines include resistance training; cold weather can be an opportunity to strengthen that habit.
For those who want to continue being active outdoors, make sure it's safe to do so. Extra caution is warranted for older adults and for people with underlying heart, lung and other serious medical conditions. If there is any uncertainty, check with your doctor first. There may be adjustments to medications that can make this activity safer. For instance, patients with asthma might benefit from taking an extra puff of their inhaler before running outdoors.
Pay close attention to the weather and always take wind chill forecasts into account. Follow local advisories and heed warnings. When possible, plan outdoor activity for the warmest part of the day rather than early morning or after dark.
Also, dress appropriately. Protect exposed areas to reduce the risk of frostbite, including the ears and hands. In snowy or icy conditions, waterproof shoes with good traction can help reduce the risk of falls.
Prepare your routes thoughtfully. Short loops and out-and-back routes allow you to assess how you are feeling and turn around early if needed. Start with shorter distances and lower intensity, knowing that you can always extend the activity if you are comfortable. Think ahead about places where you could stop to warm up, such as a cafe, grocery store or a nearby friend's home.
Let others know your plan. One of the hallmark symptoms of hypothermia is confusion; people may become disoriented and not recognize that they need to seek warmth. On very cold days, going with another person adds a layer of safety. If you go alone, even on a short walk, tell someone where you are going and when you expect to return. Always bring a charged phone and consider sharing your location with a friend.
And be prepared to adjust. Yesterday, I set out for a slow jog, but I quickly realized that conditions were much more challenging than expected because many streets in my area had not been plowed. Despite wearing waterproof shoes, my feet became wet and my toes were becoming numb, which is an early warning sign of frostbite. Fortunately, I planned a short loop close to home and was able to turn back without difficulty.
Children require some additional consideration. Younger kids lose body heat faster than adults and may not recognize or communicate when they are getting too cold. Yet getting outside and moving is crucial for children's well-being, especially when school schedules are disrupted by weather.
The same basic precautions apply. Dress children in warm, layered clothing, with hats, gloves and waterproof footwear. Plan for short periods of outdoor activity, with regular check-ins and time to warm up indoors. Adults should watch for warning signs, such as shivering, numb or pale skin, clumsiness or changes in behavior that suggest a child is getting too cold.
Here, too, be ready to change plans. Earlier this week, my kids' school was closed, and I had planned for us to go sledding in our neighborhood. It quickly became clear that it was too cold to do so safely, so we turned back. After warming up in our home for an hour so, the kids briefly played with the sled in our yard, warmed up inside again and then went back out to build a snowman.
The most important rule is to use common sense and pay attention to your body. Staying active matters, but so does knowing when to scale back. When in doubt, stay indoors and stay safe.
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Letters to the Editor
Jack Smith and the real threat to constitutional order
Jack Smith, Virginia Military Institute and surviving the snow, in readers' eyes.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-01-29
Jason Willick argued in his Jan. 26 op-ed, "Jack Smith is in First Amendment denial," that the special counsel's proposed gag order against Donald Trump revealed dangerous prosecutorial overreach. But the sequence Willick described is the constitutional process working as designed: Prosecutors request broad restrictions, courts narrow them and defendants retain the ability to make political arguments.
Yes, Smith's initial filing was expansive. Prosecutors routinely ask for more than they expect to receive; judges routinely trim such requests to fit constitutional requirements. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, and then the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, did exactly that. Willick framed judicial narrowing as evidence of prosecutorial bad faith. But it is actually evidence of judicial oversight functioning properly.
The column's deeper implication was that prosecuting a political candidate requires abandoning standard tools of case management. But campaigning does not exempt any defendant from rules designed to protect witnesses and judicial proceedings.
Willick concedes the Trump Justice Department is behaving more recklessly than Joe Biden's, yet argues the lesson is that prosecutors should have shown greater restraint toward Trump. This inverts the actual problem. The threat to constitutional order comes not from prosecutors whose requests are narrowed by courts, but from an administration that treats lawful prosecution as persecution and retribution as justice.
Jordan Ryan, Belchertown, Massachusetts
The writer is a former U.N. assistant secretary-general.
Regarding the Jan. 22 Metro article "State leaders focused on VMI":
Two proposals pending in Richmond would fundamentally alter Virginia Military Institute's future. One calls for a study to determine whether the institute should continue receiving state funding. Another would dissolve VMI's independent Board of Visitors and place the school under the control of another state university with a different mission and governance structure. Together, these measures would weaken the framework that has allowed VMI to succeed for nearly two centuries.
I am a 2001 graduate of VMI, and I serve as an active-duty Army colonel. I have led soldiers in combat in Iraq and Afghanistan, and I can state without hesitation that the leadership foundation I gained at VMI was critical to that responsibility. The values instilled there -- honor, selfless service and commitment to something larger than oneself -- are habits forged through discipline and accountability.
VMI remains one of the nation's largest producers of commissioned officers outside the federal service academies and is also a highly ranked liberal arts institution, with nearly all graduates employed or in graduate school within months of graduation. That record reflects a distinct mission and an independent governance structure that should be preserved, not dismantled.
Kevin Consedine, Alexandria
I was one of three Canadian citizens at Virginia Military Institute in 1992, having received my green card only months before matriculation after a difficult immigration journey. VMI provided the financial assistance that made my education possible.
After graduating in 1996, I went on to medical school with scholarship support supplemented by VMI alumni. Just months later, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote the Supreme Court opinion that made VMI coeducational.
Years later, my three daughters and my son chose to attend VMI over my initial objections. I left VMI believing it needed to change, but my children's experiences have shown me that it has changed. Two of my daughters were elected among the first three women to serve on the Honor Court, and one became the first woman elected valedictorian by her class. Academic standards have improved, and the corps today is made up of young women and men from all backgrounds that are held to the same demanding expectations.
Targeting VMI's funding over ideological disagreements punishes some of America's hardest-working youth. Going to a garage doesn't make you a mechanic -- and attending VMI doesn't make you a bigot.
Mark D. Townsend, Crozier, Virginia
I enjoyed the Jan. 25 news article "6 tips for shoveling snow from Post staff from the Midwest," but as a fellow Midwesterner, I would like to fill it out with some more vital information.
First, on dressing: Cover yourself from head to toe. Start with a non-cotton base layer that warms you and wicks moisture. Around the house, I wear a second layer, often a turtleneck. Over all that goes a sweater and a windbreaker. Work toward a balance that keeps you warm but prevents you from overheating. If you are cold, change the windbreaker for a coat. Personally, I also wear a neck gaiter, which helps my body core to stay warm.
As far as tools go, you'll need a steel-blade, wood-handle snow shovel. Plastic shovels are breakable and useful mainly for small amounts of loose snow. I also recommend an ice scraper. It is the definitive answer to ice. My ice scraper helped several of my neighbors clear the ice after this latest storm.
Snow shoveling is hard work, and some adults suffer heart attacks while shoveling. I'm 76 years old, so I need to take pauses to bring my heart rate down. About once an hour, take a break, go indoors, drink liquids and take stock. And one final tip: Poultry grit (i.e., granite chips) is the best grit to use when your car is stuck; it's far superior to kitty litter, which on snow becomes a glutinous mass. Get the larger "rough" grit over the smaller variety. A 50-pound bag of poultry grit in your trunk will also put some stabilizing weight over your rear wheels.
Paul Rood, Silver Spring
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I've reported on UFO sightings for decades -- and come to this conclusion
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Opinions
The real problem with the climate movement? Demand.
Curbing emissions can't be about stopping the development of energy infrastructure. 

A Constellation nuclear power plant in Clinton, Illinois, on July 24. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


By Alex Flint | 2026-01-29
Alex Flint is executive director of the Alliance for Market Solutions.
The global climate movement recently experienced its biggest setbacks to date. The United States withdrew from the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change -- which America helped design -- and relaxed emissions standards for cars and power plants. Meanwhile, Canada eliminated its consumer carbon tax, and the European Union is scaling back its emissions reductions goals.
The fact that Earth is on track to warm 3.3 degrees Celsius by 2100 fails to motivate adequate action to curb emissions. Unsuccessful messaging is often blamed, but the widely supported methods to address climate change deserve more scrutiny.
Environmentalism has historically been shaped by what it has challenged: dams, highways, pipelines, mines and power plants. Those efforts to block development once served a vital purpose. They helped protect air and water, preserve wilderness, and ensure that industry accounted for costs it had long overlooked.
But when it comes to climate change, that legacy must be reconsidered.
The climate movement inherited many of the instincts of the broader environmental movement, including a deep skepticism of development itself. As a result, it finds itself at odds with one of humanity's most powerful and enduring forces: the desire to improve living standards. When climate advocacy runs counter to that aspiration, it fails to gain durable support.
If the climate movement is to succeed, it must reorganize around a different premise. Its measure of success should not be how much development it prevents but how much development it helps enable -- while minimizing climate impact.
Today, roughly 8 billion people worldwide consume about 620 exajoules of energy each year. By the end of this century, the global population is expected to reach 10 billion. If those 10 billion people have access to energy at roughly France's current per capita level -- about half of the United States' per capita consumption and twice the world average -- global energy demand will rise to roughly 1,300 exajoules annually. That is double today's total energy production.
Any credible climate strategy must acknowledge that this demand is likely to materialize. Billions of people are still climbing the energy ladder. They want refrigerators, air conditioning, clean water, mobility and modern health care -- and those desires are both understandable and legitimate.
Therefore, the climate movement's task cannot be to suppress demand. It must be to meet that demand in ways that do the least harm to the climate.
This reframing carries important implications.
First, climate advocacy will be most effective when it is grounded in demand and economics rather than moral appeals alone. People rarely respond to calls for sacrifice when the alternative is a better life. They do respond to technologies and systems that are cheaper, cleaner and more reliable than what they replace.
Second, the movement must stop reflexively opposing development through lawsuits and protest. Those tools have played an important role historically, but on their own they are not structurally capable of delivering energy at the scale the climate challenge demands. When cleaner options are easier and cheaper to deploy, they will displace higher-emitting alternatives.
We have seen this approach before.
Between 2005 and 2023, U.S. net greenhouse gas emissions fell by roughly 17 percent. Nearly all that reduction came from the power sector, where emissions dropped by more than 40 percent. Transportation emissions barely changed, and industrial emissions declined by just over 1 percent.
The primary reason was straightforward: Coal was displaced by natural gas.
Coal did not fade because it was protested out of existence. It declined because something cheaper, cleaner and easier to deploy became widely available. That shift would not have occurred at that scale without a boom in domestic natural gas production that was enabled, in part, by provisions in the 2005 Energy Policy Act that reduced regulatory barriers to hydraulic fracturing.
Those provisions were controversial, and for understandable reasons. Many leading environmental organizations opposed them outright. In hindsight, however, they may represent one of the most consequential climate policies of the past 25 years.
Third, a forward-looking climate movement must seek alignment rather than conflict with developers. It would view builders of transmission lines, power plants, nuclear reactors, geothermal wells, carbon capture facilities and synthetic fuel plants as allies, not adversaries.
Fourth, a movement that is serious about climate results cannot be organized around NIMBYism. It must be prepared to say yes to infrastructure, even when that infrastructure is visible, disruptive and imperfect.
Finally, such a movement would remain open to every tool that meaningfully reduces climate risk -- mitigation, adaptation and even geoengineering -- evaluated primarily through economic and physical constraints rather than ideological ones.
None of this requires abandoning environmental values. But it does require updating them for a world in which success depends on scale, speed and alignment with human aspirations.
Climate change will not be addressed by asking people to want less. It will be addressed by helping them get more -- more cleanly.
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Opinions
Forget TACO. It's GUAC that matters with Trump's tariffs.
Those who mock Trump's tariff tactics are missing the secret sauce.   

President Donald Trump announces tariffs in the Rose Garden at the White House on April 2. (Mark Schiefelbein/Associated Press)


By George E. Bogden | 2026-01-29
George E. Bogden, a senior fellow at Yorktown Institute and a fellow at the Steamboat Institute, served as executive director of the Office of Trade Relations at U.S. Customs and Border Protection in 2025.
For months, a spiteful acronym has passed for analysis in Washington and on Wall Street: TACO, or "Trump always chickens out." Tariffs would be announced with theatrical menace, critics said, only to be paused, trimmed or forgotten at the first sign of consequences.
But all along, from Inauguration Day to Liberation Day to Davos, the president has been eating his favorite dish: TACO salad. And the unsung ingredient is GUAC. Donald Trump has been "gaining unmatched American clout" through his strategic use of economic pressure.
At Davos, Trump did what the diplomats gathered in Switzerland fear most: He went off-script, pausing to bring up the elephant in the forum: "Would you like me to say a few words on Greenland?" There, Trump reiterated the case for acquiring the island, insisted he wouldn't use force, but added: "You can say yes, and we will be very appreciative. Or you can say no, and we will remember."
His legions of detractors decried what they saw as merely more crude intimidation, but within hours Trump was again talking about tariffs -- this time, about canceling them. No Marines dispatched. Just an ultimatum to price certain European exports out of the U.S. market and a negotiation channel suddenly bearing fruit.
Pugilists on X declared it the latest TACO. But what actually happened underscores Trump's zero tolerance for festering national security vulnerabilities and his willingness to use economic force to resolve them.
America's Arctic posture and homeland defense depend on the U.S. military foothold at Pituffik Space Base, where an early-warning radar feeds North American missile defense. In an era of revived great power competition, that radar is as close to a home-alarm system as the United States can get. Basing rights are not trivial. Nor are critical minerals. And Greenland has those vital ingredients of national defense in spades.
Allies huff, of course. Canada's prime minister lamented that world order lays "in the midst of a rupture." But this drama distracts from Denmark's renewed provisos against Russian and Chinese encroachment in the high north.
Furthermore, the same pressure that vindicated America's Greenland gambit also steadied U.S.-Taiwan trade relations. Tariffs, if applied with determination, can clear long-simmering irritants, tighten supply chain security and safeguard the vital semiconductor market of an imperiled democracy. In the age of GUAC, pass the chips.
Tariff opponents judge the policy on whether it conforms to an economist's ideal of friction-free markets. Yet to assess the president's strategy impartially, it's better to ask whether his economic brinkmanship has worked as a tool of statecraft. On this score, the wins keep piling up.
Tariffs impose economic pain, to be sure. But that pressure can force policy amendments without bloodshed. They are no cure-all. Compared with alternatives, however, they are a remarkably peaceful way to settle disputes that, in another era, might have spiraled toward carnage. A world worried about nuclear proliferation should prefer Trump's weapons of mass disruption.
Less ambitious measures -- typically called "sanctions" -- lack the track record of Trump's tariffs. And no matter how tailored, they have tended to punish populations rather than elites, while becoming politically impossible to lift. Tariff threats work differently. They are broad, time-bound and reversible. They create urgency and provoke deals. The pattern is not chaos but sequencing: announce a deadline, invite concessions, then trade pressure for commitments.
The White House's GUAC recipe relies on a premise that polite Washington usually whispers: The United States underwrites the global trading system. It won the world war that made the globe safe for capitalism and designed the system that spread that way of life across borders. What's more, Americans sustain the reserve currency that lubricates trade. Its people pay -- year after year -- to keep transportation lanes open so goods move across the high seas.
So when Washington reaches for tariffs, it is reminding allies and rivals alike that access to the U.S. market -- and most others -- depends on those foundations. It's a primacy earned by the United States, and it has never come cheaply.
Consider Mexico. As it braces for a high-stakes review of its North American trade relationship, its Senate approved tariffs as high as 50 percent on cars, steel and other goods from China. Although Beijing loudly objected, it became too costly to launder Chinese overcapacity through friendly ports. Mexico's alternative was to lose its privileged access to the U.S. market.
Naysayers deny such progress. When tariff threats arise, they're unconscionable. When concessions arrive and duties abate, it's all proof of the president's infinite bluff. Apparently, you can have TACO -- and eat it too!
The empty slogan ignores the long history of these dynamics. Thucydides, describing Athens' successful siege of Melos, wrote that the Athenians "drew a line of circumvallation round the Melians" when persuasion failed. The U.S. need not build physical blockades around islands. Washington can raise tariff walls around markets. The aim is the same: to press a decision without sending troops over parapets.
The movement on Greenland shows how this works in practice. A dispute that could have lessened NATO's credibility -- or worse -- settled in negotiations without a shot fired. If the deal delivers durable denial to adversaries seeking Arctic chokepoints, it will be a landmark achievement.
A risk remains. Litigation currently at the Supreme Court places necessary tariff powers in jeopardy. Observers focus on the potential for refunds if this tool is taken out of Trump's hand. They forget the potential disgorgement of the peace dividend the president has derived by substituting economic pressure for force.
What unfolded in real time at Davos should remind the chalet class that globalization rests on power. In the past, America might have indulged the pretense that markets alone define global commerce. The hour cometh for new manners. Today's rules of international order are smothered in GUAC.
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Opinions
The left is badly misreading the politics of illegal immigration
There's a reason sanctuary cities are the epicenter of clashes. It's not the one Democrats think. 

A federal immigration officers knock on the door of a residence on Wednesday in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-01-29
President Donald Trump has offered Minnesota a reasonable compromise: He will scale back ICE operations in the state if Minnesota officials agree to "turn over all incarcerated or active warrant criminal illegal aliens" and "assist federal authorities in detaining criminal illegal aliens wanted for crimes."
Nothing doing, says Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey (D). "Minneapolis does not and will not enforce federal immigration laws," he said on X after meeting with White House border czar Tom Homan. After Trump warned he was "PLAYING WITH FIRE," Frey doubled down, declaring that "the job of our police is to keep people safe, not enforce fed immigration laws."
In fact, his sanctuary policies have done the exact opposite -- contributing to the deaths of two protesters, Renee Good and Alex Pretti, who would almost certainly be alive today were it not for Frey and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz's (D) refusal to cooperate with Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents in targeting illegal migrants with criminal records.
When Trump took office a year ago, Homan made clear that the administration's intention was not to carry out "a mass sweep of neighborhoods" but rather to "prioritize public safety threats" by detaining and deporting "the worst of the worst" -- those charged with or convicted of serious crimes.
Trump was elected with a mandate to do that. In a New York Times-Ipsos poll just before his inauguration, an 87 percent supermajority said they supported removing all migrants "who are here illegally and have criminal records." Indeed, 63 percent said they wanted Trump to go further and deport all migrants "who are here illegally and arrived over the last four years" under President Joe Biden, while 55 percent wanted to deport "all immigrants who are here illegally" -- period.
Over the past year, Homan has been true to his word: Nearly 70 percent of ICE arrests nationwide have involved illegal migrants convicted or charged with crimes, according to the Department of Homeland Security. In states where local officials work with ICE, these arrests have taken place without chaos. For example, there have been more than 88,000 ICE arrests in Texas -- the most in the country -- largely without incident. But in Minnesota, there have been 10 times fewer arrests but far more violent confrontations.
Why? Because when state and local officials won't help federal immigration officers target those with criminal records, they have no choice but to go into communities to get them. Since Trump took office, DHS reports that Minnesota has released nearly 470 illegal migrants charged with or convicted of crimes back onto the streets -- including those charged with sex offenses against a child, lewd or lascivious acts with a minor, domestic violence, drug trafficking, vehicular homicide, burglary, first-degree aggravated robbery and larceny. In all, DHS says Minnesota officials are refusing to honor more than 1,360 ICE detainers.
That has required ICE to carry out large sweeps resulting in collateral arrests of illegal migrants without criminal records -- the very people Frey and Walz are purporting to protect with their sanctuary policies -- because, as Homan has made clear, while ICE is focused primarily on those with criminal records, they will arrest anyone they find who is here illegally.
Sanctuary policies have also endangered Minnesotans by contributing to deadly confrontations with protesters. As Homan has explained, "when you go in the community and find them, it puts ICE officers at greater risk, it puts a community at greater risk, it puts the alien at greater risk."
Instead of cooperating, Frey and Walz have urged Minnesotans to take to the streets and protest ICE. Walz has poured gasoline on the fire by comparing ICE agents to the Nazis who hunted down Anne Frank and are committing "atrocities against Minnesotans," while Frey had demanded that ICE "get the f--- out of Minneapolis."
Moreover, because they have ordered state and local law enforcement not to support deportations, ICE agents have been forced to rely on U.S. Border Patrol to protect them as they carry out enforcement operations -- and those officers are not trained in crowd control and de-escalation techniques. Frey and Walz stood by as organized networks have engaged in the coordinated tracking and doxing of ICE agents, surrounding and trashing hotels where they are staying, and provoking confrontations that have turned deadly.
Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, Democrats are preparing to shut down part of the government (again!) to block Congress from passing the DHS appropriations bill. They are overplaying their hand. Last year, Trump secured funding for ICE through 2029 as part of his One Big Beautiful Bill -- which means that blocking the DHS spending bill will not affect ICE but will cut funding for the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Transportation Security Administration. Just a few months ago, Democrats shut down the government over Obamacare subsides and were forced to capitulate. Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting a different result.
Democrats are misreading the politics of illegal immigration. Yes, polls show that majorities of Americans think Trump's implementation of his deportation polices has been "too tough." But a majority supports the deportations themselves, especially for illegal migrants with criminal records. They just want them to be carried out humanely.
If Democrats resist Trump's offer to do so, they will pay a political price. And for the party responsible for the worst border crisis in American history to block funding for the department responsible for securing the border would be the height of political malpractice.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Deep freeze continues as coastal storm delivers gusty weekend winds
Weekend snow chances dwindling; overnight and early-morning wind chills near to below zero.

Late Thursday afternoon in the snowy Freer Gallery courtyard. (Brian Moulton/Flickr)


By A. Camden Walker | 2026-01-30
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: We start the day with wind chills in the single digits to below zero. A cold weather advisory runs until 11 a.m., but it's not exactly warm after that, with highs near 20 to the mid-20s despite decent sunshine.
What's next? Very cold again Saturday. A slight chance of light snow late Saturday into early Sunday morning. Perhaps a dusting at most as a gusty coastal storm drops Saturday night and Sunday wind chills to the single digits to near zero.
Today's daily digit -- 1/10: Some of the coldest air of the season so far as we only reach near 20 to the mid-20s. Wind chills mainly in the single digits and teens. At least there's decent sunshine. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Friday): Partly to mostly sunny skies don't help much with single digits and teens this morning only climbing to highs near 20 to the mid-20s. Light breezes keep wind chills in the teens. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Clouds increase, especially after midnight. Lows again range between near zero and about 10. Wind chills fall to a range of near zero to minus-5. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Saturday): Mostly cloudy with a chance of late-day flurries as a coastal storm intensifies to our south. Very cold with highs in the mid-teens to low 20s as breezes ramp up, making it feel like the single digits and teens all day. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mostly cloudy with a chance of flurries and slight chance of light snow. Probably a dusting at most, but can't rule out up to a half-inch or so in Southern Maryland. Lows near 10 to mid-teens. Building winds from the north produce wind chills near zero. Confidence: Medium
Sunday: A slight chance of early-morning flurries or snow showers. Both wind and sunshine levels increase with time. Highs near 20 to mid-20s feel 10 degrees colder as winds from the northwest gust near 30 to 40 mph. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Sunday night: Partly to mostly clear with some wind from the northwest still gusting near or over 30 mph as the coastal storm slowly pulls away. Lows in the teens, but wind chills may drop to near zero. Confidence: Medium
Bright, unfiltered sun on Monday as a gusty breeze lingers. Enjoyably less cold by afternoon with highs aiming for near 30 to the mid-30s. Perhaps upper 30s to near 40 in the warmest spots with enough sunshine, and if a "downsloping" wind off the Appalachians compresses the air and provides a bit of extra warming on our side of the mountains. Confidence: Medium
Tuesday skies are partly to mostly sunny with less wind and highs in the 30s. Confidence: Low-Medium
There are some indications of a system trying to give us some wintry precipitation around Wednesday of next week. Will have to keep an eye on it. Wednesday highs should be in the 30s again. Confidence: Low
Snow potential index -- 3/10 (|): A dusting is probably the most we see late Saturday from the big coastal storm. Also watching hints of a system midweek next week.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1930, a calendar-day record 11.5 inches of snow fell in the District. It was a light, powdery snow (the equivalent of 0.56 inches of rain) as the high temperature was only 25 degrees after a low of 18. Vintage photos online show the snow-covered Capitol and courtyard at the Chamber of Commerce building. This snowstorm is tied as the 18th biggest on record in Washington.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 77 (2002)
	Record low: Minus-6 (1873)
	Record precipitation: 0.97 inches (2013)
	Record snowfall: 11.5 inches (1930)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Virginia
Accused double murderer Brendan Banfield testifies, proclaims innocence
Banfield, who is accused of murdering his wife and another man, claimed they both had had extramarital relationships.

Brendan Banfield testifies during his double murder trial in Fairfax County Circuit Court in Virginia. (Tom Brenner/Pool/AP)


By Emma Uber | 2026-01-30
Brendan Banfield assumed his wife was having an affair when his mistress called to tell him she had seen a stranger entering his Northern Virginia home, he testified Thursday during his murder trial. After all, he said, they had both indulged in extramarital relationships -- and he was months into an affair with the family's 22-year-old Brazilian au pair.
Prosecutors say the forbidden romance with the woman helping care for his daughter drove Banfield to orchestrate an elaborate plot to kill his wife and a man he lured to their bed from a fetish website so he would have someone to blame for her death. Banfield, telling his side of the story publicly for the first time Thursday, rejected their theory and testified that he interrupted a violent knife attack on his wife by shooting her attacker moments too late to save her life.
Banfield, 40, is on trial in Fairfax County, charged with aggravated murder in the February 2023 killings of Christine Banfield, 37, and Joseph Ryan, 39.
From the witness stand, Banfield described lingering at the foot of the stairs leading up to the couple's bedroom, hearing sounds he thought were sexual and feeling dismayed.
"I was emotional at that point," he said. "While Christine and I had had affairs, we had never seen each other with anyone. We had never been caught in the act."
But when the noises he heard upstairs sounded more like pain than pleasure, Banfield said, he drew the gun he had been issued as an IRS agent and headed up the stairs.
"As my mind was kind of racing in that moment, the sound kind of changed," he said. "The impact sounded forceful."
He described kicking the bedroom door open to see his wife naked on her hands and knees, blood in her hair. A man he did not know, now identified as Ryan, knelt behind her, he said. As the man locked eyes with him, Brendan Banfield testified that his wife cried out, "Brendan, he has a knife."
Ryan yanked Christine Banfield up onto her knees, Brendan Banfield said, revealing a flash of silver in the hand Ryan had buried in his wife's thick, curly hair. He said his wife appeared to already be in pain, but because her hair obstructed his view of the knife and her neck he wasn't sure whether she had been stabbed.
Brendan Banfield said he identified himself as law enforcement, commanded Ryan to drop the knife and threated to have him arrested. He said Ryan replied that Christine Banfield was his and that she "gave herself" to him.
Still, Brendan Banfield did not shoot. He said that Ryan's head was extremely close to his wife's and that he feared he would accidentally hit her. It wasn't until a particularly forceful stab sent Christine Banfield falling forward onto her stomach that Brendan Banfield says he fired his gun, striking Ryan in the head.
He said he ran to his wife's side, where she guided his hand to cover her stab wounds and apply pressure. He said she told him that she couldn't see, she was bleeding out, she loved him, and she was sorry.
Prosecutor Jenna Sands took aim at that account during a fiery cross-examination, questioning why he claims to have been "chatting" with a woman suffering from seven stab wounds before calling 911.
He was still rendering aid to his dying wife when he heard a second gunshot, Banfield told jurors.
Au pair Juliana Peres Magalhaes had followed him into the room and retrieved his personal firearm from a safe, he said, then shot Ryan after seeing him get up and approach Brendan Banfield from behind. Just as Ryan struck him in the shoulder, he said, Magalhaes shot Ryan.
In letters professing his love to Magalhaes while she was jailed in connection with Ryan's death, he called her a "hero."
"I believe Joe Ryan was very much still a threat to both me and Christine," Banfield testified. "I view that Juliana's actions potentially saved the rest of us."
But earlier in the trial, Magalhaes told jurors a different story. She pleaded guilty in 2024 to manslaughter and agreed to testify against her former paramour.

Juliana Peres Magalhaes testifies during Brendan Banfield's double murder trial in Fairfax County Circuit Court on Jan. 14. (Tom Brenner/Pool/AP)


In her telling, Banfield was the mastermind behind a scheme he thought would allow them to get away with killing his wife. Magalhaes and Banfield were in love, she told jurors, and he was desperate to leave his wife but afraid of losing custody of the couple's then-4-year-old daughter. She said he hatched a plan to "get rid of" his wife and pin her death on a stranger they met on a sexual fetish website while posing as Christine Banfield.
In her testimony, Magalhaes described arriving in the United States from Brazil as a 21-year-old and being offered $200 a week and a room in the Banfields' home to care for their toddler. She then detailed how her relationship with Banfield turned sexual. Prosecutors showed jurors photos she posted to her Instagram with the married man's face covered by an emoji: a selfie of them in the bath, a video of them singing in the car, a photo of his hand on her upper thigh. She joined him on work trips, she said, and they brought the Banfields' young daughter on a vacation with them to New York.
Magalhaes told jurors that she and Banfield used his wife's laptop and phone to open an account on FetLife, a BDSM and sexual kink community site where they eventually met Ryan and persuaded him to come to the family's home under the pretense of a rape fantasy scenario. Prosecutors said Ryan agreed to a set of rules: to not meet before the fantasy, to bring a knife and zip ties, and -- most important -- not to stop no matter how scared Christine Banfield seemed.
Magalhaes said Banfield shot Ryan, then used the knife to stab his wife while Magalhaes shot Ryan a second time to ensure he was dead.
Banfield emphatically denied any plan to harm his wife. He called the idea that he had concocted a catfishing plot "absolutely crazy."
He told jurors that he believed his wife had been seeking rough sex online. When the couple lived in New York, he said he had discovered one of her affairs after he confronted her about mysterious bruises on her body. He said that his wife's desire for "sexual violence" and his lack of interest caused marital problems and that they had sought counseling.
"I was not interested in ever harming her," he said.
He testified Wednesday that his relationship with Magalhaes -- which he said the au pair initiated -- was not serious and that he never planned to divorce his wife. He cited his former affairs as evidence his cheating did not mean he wanted to leave his wife, with whom he had been in a relationship with since they were 18-year-old college freshmen.
"I had feelings for her, but they weren't nearly as strong as my feelings for my wife," he said of Magalhaes, denying that he loved her.
Prosecutors then presented him with letters he had written to Magalhaes brainstorming names for their future children -- Chloe for a girl, Robby for a boy.
Brendan Banfield said he had only grown to love the au pair after his wife's death.

A photo taken on Oct. 13, 2023, shows a framed photo of Brendan Banfield and Juliana Peres Magalhaes on his bedside table in Herndon, Virginia. (Fairfax County Police Department/AP)


Banfield's bombshell account Thursday followed days of dense testimony from digital forensics experts, who testified that data pulled from devices from Christine Banfield, Brendan Banfield and Magalhaes cuts against the prosecution's catfishing theory. One agreed with a police detective who had concluded that there was no clear evidence that Christine Banfield had lost control of her devices. In response, prosecutors pointed out that the data couldn't show who was using her laptop and that Christine Banfield never messaged Ryan when Brendan Banfield and Magalhaes were out of town -- seemingly the most opportune time to contact an affair partner.
Prosecutors concluded court Thursday with a last-minute witness: a former IRS colleague of Brendan Banfield's who called Wednesday night saying he had information disproving Brendan Banfield's version of events. Banfield had begun his testimony Wednesday telling jurors that he remembered the morning of the killings because he had an important work meeting with a promotion on the line. He repeatedly stressed that he left the house early that morning because he was worried about a meeting with his superiors. But his acting superior at the time told jurors Thursday that there had been no such meeting planned.
Prosecutors also told the judge that a man had approached a Fairfax County detective during the lunch break and asked if it was too late to take the stand. They alerted the judge because two jurors had overheard, but did not attempt to call the man to testify.
The defense rested its case Thursday and once again tried to convince the judge to dismiss the charges, saying prosecutors hung their entire case on Magalhaes' testimony and failed to prove any corroborating details.
For more than a year, Magalhaes maintained that she and Banfield were innocent. Defense attorney John F. Carroll has used letters and messages Magalhaes sent from jail to portray her as lonely and suicidal after her arrest, disillusioned with the criminal justice system, and willing to say anything to cut a plea deal.
Magalhaes "has every possible incentive to tell the story the Commonwealth wants her to tell," Carroll said.
The judge said the jury will have to weigh whether Magalhaes was telling the truth. Closing arguments are set for Friday, then juror deliberations will begin.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
D.C. schools reopen to mixed reviews as region continues storm clean up
D.C. Public Schools, which opened on a two-hour delay, was among just a handful of districts in the region to hold classes Thursday. Most others remain closed because of lingering concerns about icy conditions.

Workers clear snow from Interstate 395 in Washington on Thursday; the work was part of the District's snow eradication efforts. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Karina Elwood, Jonathan Edwards, Meagan Flynn, Nicole Asbury | 2026-01-30
Some D.C. teachers and parents criticized city officials' decision to reopen schools for tens of thousands of students Thursday, forcing them to navigate snow-covered roads, sidewalks and parking lots.
D.C. Public Schools, which opened on a two-hour delay, was among a handful of districts in the region to hold classes Thursday. Most others remain closed· because of lingering concerns about icy conditions.
Laura Fuchs, president of the Washington Teachers Union, said some teachers reported widespread absenteeism. At one elementary school in Ward 5, she said a teacher reported that 55 of the campus's roughly 360 students showed up.
Traveling to schools was challenging, Fuchs said. Faced with unplowed lots and inaccessible street parking, Fuchs said some teachers resorted to parking far from the school and trekking across multiple intersections that hadn't been cleared. Without parking spots, parents who normally escort their children to the school door let them out curbside.
Council member Wendell Felder (D-Ward 7) said in a post on X that sidewalk conditions show the city was not prepared to send kids back to school. "I recognize that not attending school presents its own challenges for children and their families, but safety is our utmost concern."
City Administrator Kevin Donahue said D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) based the reopening decision on data showing 90 percent of block faces were "easily passable" by a two-wheel-drive sedan, while fewer than 2 percent remained "challenging," or required more than a light plow to clear.
Donahue said officials were still tallying attendance data, and said the schools' chancellor was considering whether absences will be excused. Donahue disputed claims of widespread dissatisfaction.
"There are also many families that were very happy with the decision and generally families that are happy may not communicate that as publicly as those who are unhappy," he said.
At an event earlier Thursday, Bowser said that the city recognized there "may be some disruptions" as kids were returning to school, but applauded the Metro and school buses able to get kids there safely.
Bowser said two schools had heating problems Thursday morning that were resolved. Bowser said the city also was offering off-site parking and providing shuttle buses to help some teachers get to school buildings. Bowser said school parking lots should have been cleared overnight but said she would aim to get to any that were missed.
The slow cleanup after the winter storm -- which many officials say was made more complicated by the larger than expected amounts of freezing rain -- has frustrated many residents in the Washington region.
It's also left families of school-aged children struggling to cope with them being home for much, if not all, of the week.
Alexandria City Public Schools was among a few districts that have offered virtual learning on some days this week. It will do so again Friday.
Elsewhere in the region, though, it will mark the fifth straight day of closures. In Montgomery County, officials said they also anticipate opening on a two-hour delay Monday.
Montgomery leaders said in an email to families that about 30 percent of school parking lots and bus loops had been fully cleared, with work on the remaining areas in progress. But they said contractors working on school properties are the same crews that help clear county, state and private roads, and that those deemed passable for cars still aren't necessarily safe enough for school buses.
"Your road may be clear, but the staff required to operate your child's school may live on a street that hasn't been touched yet," Montgomery officials wrote. "Simply put: no staff means we can't open."
Arlington County schools were already scheduled to be closed Friday. Fairfax's district similarly had a scheduled staff development day Thursday and a teacher workday Friday.
"I want to thank our facilities and custodial teams for working around-the-clock to clear parking lots and sidewalks, and to check on school buildings so that we are ready to reopen when it is safe to do so," Fairfax superintendent Michelle Reid said in a letter to families.
On Wednesday evening, the University of Maryland advised students who live on campus to consider returning home or relocating temporarily because of a lack of heat and hot water in residence and dining halls.
The university uses an exterior interim boiler plant for heat that officials said was experiencing challenges in the frigid temperatures. Officials said emergency generators have been added to help with operations.
By Thursday morning, heat and hot water were restored throughout campus, and building temperatures were returning to normal, the university said. Leaders said intermittent outages may still be possible, but they anticipate more stable and reliable conditions once temperatures return to normal.
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Local Education
D.C.-area school delays and closings for Friday
Many students will miss a fifth straight day of classes in the wake of last weekend's snowstorm.

With classes still canceled because of last weekend's winter storm, Prince George's County Public Schools distributed meals Wednesday to students and families at several sites, including Fairmont Heights High School in Landover. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By April Bethea | 2026-01-29
Some school systems in the Washington region will open on a delayed schedule Friday, while many students will miss a fifth straight day of classes in the wake of last weekend's snowstorm.
The schedule changes, which school systems have blamed on lingering icy conditions on some roads and sidewalks, also come as another winter storm system could hit portions of the East Coast this weekend.
In a letter to families, Montgomery County Public Schools officials cited road and other surface conditions at schools and elsewhere for the district's decision to remain closed Friday.
"Your road may be clear, but the staff required to operate your child's school may live on a street that hasn't been touched yet," they wrote. "Simply put: no staff means we can't open."
Students in a few districts, including in Alexandria, have shifted to virtual learning for part of the week. Other districts have traditional snow days built into their calendars.
Here is a roundup of announced closings, delays and other changes for Friday:
	Alexandria City Public Schools: Virtual learning
	Anne Arundel County Public Schools: Virtual learning
	Carroll County Public Schools: Two-hour delay
	Charles County Public Schools: Closed
	Culpeper County Public Schools: Closed
	D.C. Public Schools: Two-hour delay
	Falls Church City Public Schools: Two-hour delay
	Fauquier County Public Schools: Closed; code orange for employees
	Frederick County (Md.) Public Schools: Two-hour delay
	Howard County Public Schools: Closed; offices to open late, with liberal leave in effect
	Loudoun County Public Schools: Schools are closed; workday for exempt licensed staff
	Manassas City Public Schools: Closed; code blue for employees
	Montgomery County Public Schools: Closed; some child care sites will remain open, and district will host meal distribution sites
	Prince George's County Public Schools: Closed; emergency personnel to report
	Prince William County Public Schools: Closed; code green for employees
	Spotsylvania County Public Schools: Closed; code 2, two-hour delay for 12-month employees; essential personnel and food services staff to report at specified times
	Stafford County Public Schools: Closed

Students in a few districts -- including in Arlington, Calvert and Fairfax counties -- already had Friday off for scheduled professional learning or other work days for staff members.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Frigid through the weekend as we watch a coastal storm
Another cold weather advisory tonight. Perhaps colder yet tomorrow and Saturday. 

Ice on the Potomac River. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman | 2026-01-29
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Yet another in a string of cold weather advisories tonight. Wind chills approach zero north and west by late evening, with actual lows about 3 to 13.
What's next? Colder yet Friday and Saturday. Light snow may approach by late Saturday, with a chance of lingering into Sunday, but odds are low for much impact here. We appear to be on the outside looking in with the big weekend storm this time.




Another cold weather advisory tonight, due to wind chills forecast to dip below zero.
Winds were up today compared to recent days, with frequent gusts to around 25 mph. That meant wind chills peaked in the teens this afternoon, including some locations not far from 10.
Wind chills will quickly dip into the single digits everywhere this evening and may tickle zero in some spots before midnight. They could fall as low as minus-5 or minus-10 by dawn.

Wind gust and wave height forecast for Saturday through Monday. (Ben Noll/The Washington Post) 


After models all week consistently showed the D.C. area teetering near the edge of the big coastal storm this weekend, we can now confidently say that a big snow is almost certainly off the table. In fact, the balance of model data now suggests the storm will completely miss our region to the south and east, which is the direction we had been leaning.
There is still a small chance (about 20 to 30 percent) we could get fringed with a dusting to 1 inch of snow. Southern Maryland and especially the Maryland and Delaware beaches have a little higher chance of seeing up to an inch or two of snow, but even there it could end up a total miss.
While the snow probably misses the DMV, gusty winds generated by the storm -- gusts near 25 to 50 mph -- are likely to drop our wind chills into the single digits to near or a bit below zero for much of the period from Saturday evening through Monday morning.
Here's where snow from this monster of a storm, which should rapidly intensify into what is known as a bomb cyclone, probably won't miss: coastal areas from near Norfolk and Virginia Beach in southeast Virginia southward to near Wilmington in southeast North Carolina. That stretch is likely to get at least a few inches of snow late Saturday into early Sunday.
A bull's eye of roughly 6 to 10 inches is possible, maybe up to about a foot, along the central North Carolina coast near the Outer Banks, where blizzard conditions are likely as wind gusts may top 60 mph. Big waves and coastal flooding are possible from the Mid-Atlantic to New England.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Clear skies continue. It's another night with wind chills near and below zero as gusts blow around 5 to 10 mph late. Lows range from about 3 to 13. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): More sunshine to end the workweek, although a few additional clouds are possible. Same as before, the sun doesn't accomplish much. It should even be a touch colder than today with highs in the low 20s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Clouds are increasing a bit through the night. Lows again range between near-zero and about 10. Wind chills fall to a range of zero to minus-5. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Becoming mostly cloudy Saturday with a slight chance of light snow late day as a coastal storm begins to ramp up to our south. For now, anything of consequence seems to stay south. It'll be very cold, though, with highs in the mid-teens to about 20. Confidence: Medium
Still a slight chance of light snow on Sunday -- anything accumulating will tend to stay southeast, but with it potentially as close as Southern Maryland, we'll need to keep watch. As the storm winds up, winds probably increase, which makes highs in the mid-20s feel colder. Confidence: Medium
Sunshine is back on Monday. It's also going to be relatively warm. By that, I mean near 30 or close to freezing. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 2/10: More 20s and low in the 20s. I'm just about ready for spring. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 4/10 (-): A big storm will brew offshore this weekend. It seems likely to stay too far from us to drop much if anything here, but it's close.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Washington fell to at least 15 this morning, which is a bit milder than forecast, but still 15 degrees below average. Lows across the region ranged from about 5 to 15 in most locations.




We've now had eight lows in the teens this month in D.C., the most since 2018, when there were 11. We're on track to pick up two more that cold or colder before the month ends.
There should be at least another four in total in this streak of lows in the teens or below, moving the city to 10 straight days with mornings that cold. If we get to that mark, it will be the longest such streak since January 1994, when there was also a 10-day run.
On this day in 1966, a calendar-day record 12 inches of snow fell in the District. "The nation's capital was paralyzed," a news broadcast reported about the storm. "For 11 hours not a train moved in or out of Union Station. Not a plane flew. The roads surrounding the District of Columbia were impassible. And there was little traffic in the capital itself."
An additional 1.8 inches fell Jan. 30, pushing the storm total to 13.8 inches, the 13th greatest on record. The same storm dumped from 2 to 81/2 feet of snow in central and western New York state.
Just three days before the storm, 7.5 inches of snow had fallen in the District (on Jan. 26 and 27) resulting in snow depths over 16 inches in the wake of the two events.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 45
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 76 (1975)
	Record low: 2 (1873)
	Record precipitation: 1.02 inches (1912)
	Record snowfall: 12 inches (1966)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Virginia Politics
Virginia Democrats seek emergency halt to ruling that blocks redistricting
A motion filed with the Virginia Court of Appeals on behalf of House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) argues that a circuit court judge is interfering with the democratic process.

Virginia House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth). (Steve Helber/AP)


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2026-01-29
RICHMOND -- Lawyers for Virginia House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth) have filed an emergency motion asking the state Court of Appeals to prevent a judge from blocking the legislature's redistricting effort, saying a ruling earlier this week against the proposed amendment to the state constitution amounted to unprecedented interference in the democratic process.
The judge's action "directly interferes with the ongoing process of amending the Constitution of Virginia. Binding precedent of the Supreme Court of Virginia forbids this," lawyer Aria C. Branch of the Elias Law Group wrote in the 35-page motion. "A stay is urgently needed to restore the constitutional separation of powers and ensure that the process of amending the Constitution proceeds unimpeded by improper interference."
With controlling majorities in the General Assembly, Democrats have pushed through a proposed amendment that would give lawmakers power to draw new congressional maps in time for this fall's midterm elections. If passed by voters in a referendum scheduled for April 21, Democrats could create maps that give their party as much as a 10-1 advantage in the state's congressional delegation, rather than the current split of six Democrats and five Republicans.
The effort is a response to President Donald Trump's encouragement of Republican states to create red-leaning districts to help the GOP retain control of the U.S. House  this fall. Texas and North Carolina have done so, while Virginia joins California and Maryland among blue states looking to respond in kind.
On Tuesday, a circuit court judge in Tazewell County -- a conservative area in the southwest corner of the state -- ruled in a lawsuit brought by Republican leaders of the Senate and House of Delegates that the redistricting effort violated state law, General Assembly rules and the state constitution.
The motion filed on behalf of Scott argues against each of those claims and asks the Court of Appeals to block the ruling immediately so the redistricting effort can proceed while the appeals process plays out in court.
The main points:
	Circuit Judge Jack S. Hurley Jr. ruled that when Democrats convened a special session of the General Assembly in October, they improperly changed the rules of the session to allow consideration of redistricting. Scott's motion says that "it is a well-established principle of the separation of powers" that courts have no say over the General Assembly's internal rules of operation.
	Hurley said the General Assembly violated the state constitution, which requires that any proposed amendment be passed twice -- once before a House of Delegates election and again after. The redistricting proposal was passed less than a week before the Nov. 4, 2025, election, but early voting had been underway since mid-September, which Hurley said meant that the election was already in process. Scott's motion says the state constitution clearly sets the election as the first Tuesday in November. "While voting began earlier, the 'election' itself did not occur until November 4," the motion says.
	The judge agreed with Republicans that state law requires court clerks around the state to post notice of any proposed amendment 90 days before an election, which was not done last fall. But Scott's motion points out that that requirement was removed from the state constitution in 1971 and says the requirement in state code is merely an instruction to the clerks and does not determine whether the amendment is valid.

In addition to those points, the filing notes that Hurley went beyond any issues raised by the Republicans who brought the suit and ruled against bills still working their way through the General Assembly. The bills (there are similar House and Senate versions) would retroactively repeal the 90-day requirement and establish that any legal challenge to a proposed amendment must be heard in circuit court in Richmond.
"The Circuit Court far exceeded the bounds of its authority by attempting to preemptively invalidate pending legislation," the motion says.
The state Senate approved the House version of that bill Thursday afternoon with a 21-19 party-line vote, making it the first piece of legislation passed by both chambers and headed to the desk of Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D),  who was sworn in Jan. 17.
Senate Republicans argued that Spanberger signing the measure would violate her campaign promises to seek unity and bipartisanship. "This will really be the first test as to whether we will see that bipartisanship, that moderation coming out of our new governor," Sen. Glen H. Sturtevant Jr. (R-Colonial Heights) said during debate.
Democrats responded that the law simply sets out the mechanism for a proposed amendment so  voters can have the final say. It is needed, they said, to protect Virginia's interests in Congress when other states are trying to stack the odds to keep Trump's party in control.
"It's about the checks of powers that are blindly being followed like  orders from a general who is crazed on power," Sen. Jeremy S. McPike (D-Prince William) said.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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D.C. is still covered in ice and snow. He's trying to fix that.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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Maryland Politics
Maryland's last-ditch redistricting plan clears first political test
House Democrats are poised to pass legislation that would push out Maryland's sole Republican in Congress.

Gov. Wes Moore (D) addresses a large crowd outside of the St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Baltimore in September. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Erin Cox, Michael Brice-Saddler | 2026-01-29
The fast-tracked redistricting plan pushed by Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) faced its first big political test on Thursday as the House of Delegates advanced it.
Designed to give Democrats an edge in the 2026 midterm elections, the proposal asks voters to approve new congressional boundaries in November -- at the same time they select the candidates to represent those eight districts.
The new boundaries could oust the state's lone Republican in Congress -- House Freedom Caucus Chair Andy Harris (R-Maryland) -- and the map represents one of Democrats' last redistricting pushes nationwide before the primary season gets underway.
Democrats across the country have sought counterpunches to Republican redistricting in four states -- Texas, Missouri, North Carolina and Ohio -- done at President Donald Trump's behest. The national political arms race has Democrats gaining advantages in California. But the party's referendum effort to pick up seats in Virginia hit a legal snag earlier this week, as a judge ruled the effort invalid.
Maryland's effort faces a steep political climb, needing a three-fifths majority in both chambers of the General Assembly plus voter approval in November. The largest hurdle in Annapolis remains the Maryland Senate, where Senate President Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) remains steadfast in saying the mid-cycle redistricting is likely to backfire in the courts.
Other Democrats, led by Moore and cheered on by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), remain undaunted.
"From day one, I've been very clear -- if there is a national conversation happening right now about fair maps across the country, then Maryland would be part of that conversation," Moore said Tuesday at the start of an hours-long public hearing on the plan.
He described the map as restoring balance in Washington, after Republicans in other states recast their congressional maps.
Maryland's proposed boundaries would dilute Democrats in the seven districts where they already hold the seats, making most districts more competitive than the landslide wins often posted in recent elections. The proposal distributes more Democrats into Harris's Eastern Shore district, which has been a Republican stronghold for generations.
Moore, a national political figure widely viewed as a potential 2028 presidential contender, cast the plan as good for democracy.
"That's how democracy is supposed to work. To create more competition and accountability -- and not less," he said, accusing the Trump administration and its allies of what he called "political redlining."
"It is imperative that Maryland do its part to ensure that Congress is able to function as a meaningful check on executive overreach," Moore said. "Debate the map. Improve it, if necessary. And then take the vote."
Republicans cried foul, casting it as preposterous that a "fair" map would eliminate all of Maryland's GOP representation in Congress. Republicans make up roughly a quarter of Maryland's electorate.
"Authoritarian regimes and systems eliminate their political competition instead of persuading voters," said Del. Kathy Szeliga (R-Baltimore County.)
"How can you ask us to trust democracy when you're taking it so lightly?" she said.
Szeliga was the plaintiff in a 2022 lawsuit that overturned Democrats' last effort to oust Harris, which a judge threw out for "extreme" partisan gerrymandering.
The existing congressional map is the result of a settling of that lawsuit: Maryland Democrats pushed through a map in just days after the other one was thrown out. Voters in 2022 approved the map in November at the same time they elected representatives to the seats.
Ferguson has cited the legal ruling in that case as core to his refusal to drawing new boundaries, arguing that changing the current map could ultimately result in courts redrawing boundaries and handing more seats to Republicans.
He also says it's too late in the election calendar to implement the changes, and has pointed out Republicans have promised to challenge any new proposal in the courts.
"There are so many legal challenges and issues here," Ferguson told reporters on Tuesday.
"At the end of the day, the people elect us to make decisions and do the hard work of understanding the law and context."
Ferguson pointed out that of the more than 500 people signed up to testify on the bill in the House on Tuesday, about three-quarters opposed it. Resident Elizabeth Hopkinson was among them.
"Two wrongs do not make a right," she said at Tuesday's hearing. "We should be worried more about Maryland than retaliating against this president."
Democrats hold supermajorities in both chambers of the General Assembly, but the map requires more than the typical simple majority because it is a referendum that also changes the Maryland Constitution.
In addition to drawing new boundaries, the proposal would tweak language central to the lawsuit that overturned the last map in 2022. Then, Anne Arundel County Senior Judge Lynne A. Battaglia ruled for the first time in state history that rules about legislative districts in the Maryland Constitution applied not just to General Assembly districts, but to congressional ones as well.
The proposal also would ask voters to clarify in the Maryland Constitution that those rules should apply only to state legislative districts.
Del. C.T. Wilson (D-Charles) led the debate on the House floor Thursday, and has argued that the proposal will make congressional districts more competitive and force elected officials to appeal to a broader range of voters.
House Minority Leader Jason Buckel (R-Allegany) expects the chamber to grant it final passage Friday.
It is unclear whether Moore and his allies can persuade Maryland senators to take up the bill over Ferguson's objections.
More than 20 Black faith leaders -- influential in this majority-minority state -- this week publicly urged Ferguson to relent and allow a vote.
"Our nation is facing an existential threat, and we cannot sit idly by, passively decrying what is happening in our country," the clergy wrote in their letter. "This is a moral imperative and we must act now. Failure to do so will harm Maryland's economy, threaten our democratic freedoms, and cede the power of the people to the power of a person."
Katie Mettler contributed to this report.
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D.C.
A teddy bear, an ice skate, a wife's note: DCA crash relics return home
A year after the deadly plane crash, first responders and families reflect on the moments after disaster, the grueling recovery effort and the toll it took.

An American Eagle flight and a U.S. Army helicopter collided on Jan. 29, 2025, killing everyone aboard both aircraft. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Emma Uber | 2026-01-30
The brown teddy bear smelled like oil and jet fuel.
It was tucked inside the pink backpack of 11-year-old Alydia Livingston, along with her headphones, journal and a pencil topped with a rubber unicorn. The backpack and its contents came home to her grandparents in Richmond. Alydia didn't.
The girl, her 14-year-old sister, Everly, and parents Donna and Peter were aboard American Eagle Flight 5342, the plane clipped by an Army helicopter over the Potomac River as it prepared to land at Reagan National Airport. No one in either aircraft survived.
In the weeks and months after the crash that killed 67 people, small personal treasures retrieved from the water would find their way to the places where they held meaning. A man's wedding ring discovered as a diver sifted through sand at the bottom of the river. A phone that still worked, showing Asra Hussain's last moments were spent planning a dinner party for her friends. A note Jesse Pitcher's wife slipped into his suitcase like she did like every time he went away, this one encouraging him to stay safe on his hunting trip.
And the bear, the one Alydia named Brown Teddy that rarely left her side. When schools shuttered during the pandemic, Alydia's grandmother, Martha Livingston, would include Brown Teddy in their reading lessons to keep the restless kindergartner engaged. When Alydia and her sister continued virtual school so they could travel to New Jersey each week to practice figure skating, Brown Teddy made every trip.

Alydia Livingston, 11, poses with Brown Teddy before boarding a plane. (Martha Livingston)


Days after the crash, Martha and her husband, Chris, were asked if there was anything special they hoped the divers might find.
"I know there were other things I probably should have asked for, but I wanted Brown Teddy. We had to get Brown Teddy," Martha said in an interview with The Washington Post earlier this month. "To get Brown Teddy back, to me, it was my connection to them."
A year after the crash, the grief still comes in waves. On the eve of the anniversary, families linked by the tragedy gathered at D.A.R. Constitution Hall in D.C. to honor the strangers who stepped in to help them carry the sudden and lingering sorrow: the hotel employee who in the days after the crash offered families a warm drink and a listening ear; the mortician who has called a man's parents nearly every week to check on them; the scuba divers who returned day after day to the frigid water in search of items that might give people some small measure of comfort.

Doug Lane, who lost his wife and son in the DCA plane crash, and Rachel Feres, who lost her cousin, spoke to The Washington Post on the eve of the anniversary.


The Post interviewed a dozen family members, first responders and city officials, some speaking publicly for the first time, about the moments immediately after the disaster, the months-long recovery effort and the enduring toll it took on them.
First responders said they're still haunted by what they saw in the river. One diver said in his 13 years of law enforcement, he'd never been confronted with the death of a child. Not long after the crash, he found a small ice skate, its meaning unmistakable.

D.C. police officer Tim Ochsenschlager quickly dispatched an airboat to navigate the icy waters and summoned colleagues. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


D.C. police officer Tim Ochsenschlager was sitting at the front desk of Harbor Patrol at 8:48 p.m. on Jan. 29, 2025, when the red phone rang. He picked up the direct line to National Airport and heard a commotion in the air traffic control tower, then: "Crash, crash, crash. This is Alert 3. Crash, crash, crash."
Moments later, a 911 dispatcher called -- someone had reported "a fireball over the Potomac" had fallen into the water.
More than 300 first responders from the D.C. region and as far away as Baltimore and the Eastern Shore would race to the scene.
Ochsenschlager, a trained scuba diver, made a flurry of calls dispatching an airboat to navigate the icy waters and summoning his colleagues. His boat soon met up with another that had tied off to the airplane wing protruding from the water. A sheen of oil danced on the water's surface, illuminated by the flashing emergency lights of ambulances and fire trucks stationed on the runway.
"Everybody quietly knew that it was something we had never witnessed before," said D.C. police diver Robert Varga, a 16-year veteran.
"I can still feel it in the back of my throat, the smell of jet fuel," said Ochsenschlager.
As they worked, alerts began to pop up on their iPhones reading "AirTag Found Moving With You" from the trackers some victims had attached to their luggage. Those notifications reminded Ochsenschlager of how close the passengers had been to a safe landing, of how some family members were probably already waiting at the airport.

"We needed to make sure that we supported the families and got them reunited with their loved ones," D.C. Fire Chief John A. Donnelly Sr. said. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


There would be no survivors. That was clear almost from the start, said D.C. Fire and EMS Chief John A. Donnelly Sr. In an interview with The Post earlier this month, he described a meeting held at the one-hour mark of the rescue operation where commanders confronted that grim truth. There, he said, they redefined who the first responders were there to serve.
"Who are our victims now? We don't have anybody to save from the plane or the helicopter; it was the families of those people," Donnelly said. "We needed to make sure that we supported the families and got them reunited with their loved ones. That was number one."

A makeshift memorial honoring the crash victims was erected in Alexandria last year. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Pulling bodies from the water was the first difficult task. Identifying them was the next. The medical examiner's office relied on fingerprints, dental records for young children, DNA.
D.C. police detectives then individually notified each family.
In the days after the crash, Donnelly and other officials visited the hotel in Bethesda, Maryland, where the Red Cross had arranged for victim's families to stay. Meanwhile, the International Association of Fire Fighters set up a peer support hub near the river. In those first few days, IAFF General President Edward Kelly said nearly 75 percent of the first responders stopped by to speak with counselors.
Meetings with the families lasted hours, Donnelly said, and he learned that the kindest thing he could be was direct. But as blunt as he needed to be in delivering the devastating news, he was determined to speak just as plainly in his promises.
When families asked if everyone in the river would be found, Donnelly said some federal agencies encouraged him not to make any promises. He didn't listen.
"I was like, 'No, I am sure,' " he said. " 'Knowing the people involved, we will recover your loved ones. Nobody is going to be lost.' I knew it was a risk. But I also knew it was important to say."
By Feb. 4, six days after the crash, officials announced they had recovered the remains of the 67 passengers and crew members. By the next day, they had identified them all.
"There was nothing more important to us," said Lindsey Appiah, D.C.'s deputy mayor for public safety and justice, of recovering all 67 victims. "And I just said that so emphatically, and I'm almost emotional -- everything that we did, everything, was to ensure that families could have some form of closure in a very awful, shocking, difficult situation."
Divers continued to scour the river for months, bringing up whatever they could find for family members to claim.
D.C. Chief Medical Examiner Francisco Diaz called the process a kind of "choreography" -- one he grew familiar with during a career in which he's completed more than 10,000 autopsies. But the plane crash felt heavier, he said.
Scientifically, it went off without a hitch, as the medical examiner's office was already set up to handle a mass casualty event while preparing for three national security events earlier that month: the electoral vote certification, the funeral of former president Jimmy Carter and the presidential inauguration.
"The role of the medical examiner is to be emotionally removed because otherwise, how can you do cases," Diaz said. "This was different because the interaction with the families was very intense. The medical examiner cannot bring anybody back to life, all you can do is provide a little respite."
Diaz spent hours at the hotel with the families answering their questions: How do we choose a funeral home? Who is the legal next of kin? Can we have an open casket?
After one meeting, Diaz said a woman approached him. "Can I touch you?" she asked. "You were the last person to touch my son."

A crane removes wreckage from Flight 5342 on Feb. 3, 2025. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Family members of the victims of Flight 5342 react while watching a video of the crash during the NTSB fact-finding hearing on July 30, 2025. (Rod Lamkey/AP)


As much of the country braced for the winter storm last week, Kylie Pitcher thought of her husband. She had never salted their driveway, learned how to work a generator or scraped the ice off of their cars -- Jesse always had it handled. Of course she missed him on the holidays, the anniversaries and the birthdays. But it was the mundane moments like these that hit her hardest.
As she readied the Calvert County, Maryland, home for snow, she realized it had been exactly a year since she'd zipped that note in his carry-on and kissed him goodbye.
"It's the year of the firsts," she said.
It's a pain that has radiated outward from the Potomac, touching every family that lost someone.
Matt Collins's fingers itched to text his brother, Chris, when the New England Patriots won the AFC title. And Hamaad Raza, who had met Asra Hussain when they were both students at Indiana University, couldn't help but think of the party his Indiana-native wife would have hosted to watch the Hoosiers football team become national champions.
Martha and Chris Livingston were determined to carry on their annual tradition of making a book for their grandchildren. They compile photos and collect stories written by each of the six. But this year, two are gone.
Everly's eighth-grade English teacher passed along one of the stories she had written shortly before her death. But for Alydia, Martha decided to write the story of the crash from the perspective of her granddaughter's closest companion: Brown Teddy.
The girls' cousins and friends still struggled to comprehend what had happened. Who better, the grandparents thought, to gently explain than the stuffed bear?
The story begins as Alydia gets on her flight and places Brown Teddy into her pink backpack alongside the journal and pencil, and asks the bear to consider what they should write about their adventure to the U.S. Figure Skating National Development Camp. Alydia and Everly spend the flight gushing about the experience.
They hear a "BOOM!" and are enveloped in a "great flash of light."
"The plane splashed into the water quickly soaking my stuffing through and through," the story reads. "I floated and floated for what seemed like days until a diver grabbed the straps of the backpack and pulled me up, up, up to the top!"
As the story ends, Brown Teddy sends his brother bear to comfort Alydia's best friend.
Brown Teddy misses Alydia but knows the Livingston family is up in heaven, sparkling "like the sequins on a fancy skating dress."
The bear, Alydia's grandmother writes, is "joyful and sorrowful at the same time."
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Tech Policy
ICE farms immigrant-tracking to outside companies. One now has doubts.
After criticism, French company Capgemini says it is reviewing "the content and scope" of its role in a program to covertly monitor immigrants in the U.S. 

An ICE agent stands at the door of a home after conducting an immigration raid in St. Paul, Minnesota, on Jan. 18. (Leah Millis/Reuters)


By Eva Dou | 2026-01-30
ICE's lead contractor for a new program to covertly surveil and photograph undocumented immigrants across the United States said after pressure from French officials that its contract is not being executed, in a rare rebuke of the agency by one of its own suppliers.
In December, Immigration and Customs Enforcement quietly began a nationwide program to track 1.5 million undocumented immigrants through paid contractors using a combination of remote technologies and on-the-ground surveillance.
The contracts ICE secured for what it calls "Skip Tracing Services" -- a term commonly applied to finding people who have defaulted on loans -- could run to hundreds of millions of dollars over two years, according to ICE procurement filings. The program creates a nationwide force of plainclothes, nongovernment monitors to track and photograph immigrants on behalf of ICE. According to the filings, the initiative is intended to serve as a force multiplier for ICE, potentially helping to accelerate the agency's raids and deportations this year.
A U.S. subsidiary of Paris-based Capgemini, one of Europe's largest tech and consulting multinationals with more than 350,000 employees worldwide, signed a contract with ICE last month with an initial $4.8 million order for the first three months and a $365 million ceiling over two years, according to federal procurement records, making it the largest award among the 14 vendors -- including defense contractors and local private-eye firms -- selected for the program.
But Capgemini said Thursday in a statement to The Washington Post that the contract is not currently being executed, two days after French Finance Minister Roland Lescure demanded that the company explain the contract.
"We can confirm that according to the information we have, the contract awarded in December 2025 is not, as of today, being executed," Capgemini spokeswoman Victoire Grux said.
Capgemini CEO Aiman Ezzat said in a post on LinkedIn on Sunday that the independent board of directors of the U.S. subsidiary, Capgemini Government Solutions, was reviewing "the content and scope" of its work under the contract.
"The nature and scope of this work has raised questions compared to what we typically do as a business and technology firm," Ezzat wrote.
The internal review at Capgemini comes as the killing of a second American citizen in Minneapolis has sparked criticism from business executives who up until now had stayed quiet about Trump's deportation campaign. Apple CEO Tim Cook and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman told their staffs this week they were troubled by ICE's actions, as lower-level tech industry workers across Silicon Valley demanded their companies cease business with the agency. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.) Companies with ongoing contracts with ICE, however, have generally been reticent about any such concerns.

A protester holds an anti-ICE sign outside the National Assembly in Paris on Jan. 28. (Dimitar Dilkoff/AFP/Getty Images)


The Department of Homeland Security, of which ICE is a part, gave The Post some details earlier about the skip-tracing program. But neither DHS nor ICE immediately responded Thursday to requests to clarify why Capgemini's contract was not proceeding and whether the program plans had changed more broadly.
"Contract vendors are not making any apprehensions," DHS said last week. "Under the Trump Administration, DHS will continue to use every tool in its toolbox to defend the American people from dangerous foreign criminals. Through this program, which began in December, ICE aims to verify and update alien address information as well as serve official documents."
ICE told prospective contractors in a written Q&A in November that the intelligence they gathered may lead to raids. The government, it said, "may send correspondence to the alien or take an enforcement action."
DHS said such "information sharing" between the government and private companies was "not unusual" and complied with all legal and privacy requirements. The department declined to detail what kinds of technologies contractors will use to track down targets, or to say whether they will be armed while conducting surveillance on the ground.
The skip-tracing contractors will each receive 50,000 names a month to track down, with financial bonuses if they can locate the individuals faster, according to ICE documents outlining the program. "During attempts to locate an alien, the vendor will not discuss the nature of the case with any other party," an ICE overview of the program said.
For each individual on their list, contractors will receive the name, date of birth, country of citizenship, last known address, photo, telephone number, email address and possibly other information from ICE, according to an overview of the program issued to prospective contractors in November. The contractors are directed to use "all technology systems available" first to try to identify where the individuals live and work, and to then proceed to "physical, in-person surveillance" when necessary for confirmation.
ICE said contractors should provide "time-stamped photographs" along with a written description of the visit to confirm the individual's place of residence or work, or to explain why taking photographs was not appropriate in that instance. They will receive differential incentive pay if they verify an individual's location within 7 days or 14 days.
"The overall desire is to complete cases as quickly as possible," ICE told contractors. "The incentive structure is intended to reward for rapid completion."
The program could help ICE reduce mistaken identities during raids. But critics say the skip-tracing program would further decentralize and diffuse responsibility for ICE's actions on the ground, at a time of broadscale protests over accountability for federal immigration officers.
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Illinois), who introduced a bill last week that would ban such contracts, told The Post in a statement that he believed that ICE's outsourcing of surveillance "further corrupts an enterprise that already acts with impunity."
"There is no justification for outsourcing coercive power to for-profit, armed private bounty hunters who would operate with even fewer safeguards," he said.

Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Illinois) said in a statement that he believed that ICE's outsourcing of surveillance "further corrupts an enterprise that already acts with impunity." (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Hiring private eyes to locate individuals, or "skip tracing," is a legal practice often used by debt collectors, process servers and bail bondsmen to track down individuals who owe money or to serve legal papers. Using such services to staff up a large-scale federal surveillance program of a demographic is unusual in the United States, where there are Fourth Amendment protections against sweeping searches.
Lescure, the French finance minister, told the country's lawmakers Tuesday that he had just asked Capgemini about the contract and found its response that the parent company had no insight into details of its subsidiary's contract "insufficient." He said he was urging Capgemini to explain the contract with "complete transparency" and to question its nature.
The French newswire AFP reported that the company has scheduled an extraordinary board meeting this weekend about the controversy and had sent staff an internal message saying the contract was "subject to legal challenge."
Ezzat wrote on Sunday that the subsidiary operates with fire walls from the parent company due to classified contracts for the U.S. government, and that the unit has worked with DHS for 15 years.
"We were recently made aware, through public sources, of the nature of a contract awarded to CGS by DHS' Immigration and Customs Enforcement in December 2025," he wrote. "... In full respect of the separate governance and restrictions of CGS, I have been informed that the independent board of directors has already begun the process of reviewing the content and scope of this contract and CGS contracting procedures."
ICE's other contractors for the program include several military contractors, including Florida-based Bluehawk LLC and Virginia-based firms SOS International, Response AI Solutions and Constellis. The agency also hired several local private-eye firms, including Ohio-based Gravitas Investigations and Texas-based Fraud Inc.
Constellis, a successor firm to Erik Prince's controversial private military contractor Blackwater, told The Post in a statement that its skip-tracing task order is "pending with the customer" for its subsidiary Omniplex.
"For more than 30 years, Omniplex has supported background investigations with detailed reports that enable agencies to make informed decisions," Constellis said. "We leverage AI-driven queries and data source partnerships to rapidly validate information, ensuring accuracy, efficiency, and high confidence in reporting."
Fraud Inc. referred questions to ICE. Bluehawk, SOS International, Response AI Solutions and Gravitas Investigations did not respond to requests for comment.
Another skip-tracing contractor, the Geo Group, also operates ICE detention centers. It referred questions from The Post to ICE but earlier issued a press release saying that a skip-tracing contract of its wholly owned subsidiary BI Incorporated began Dec. 16 and would bring in an estimated $121 million in revenue over two years.

The Geo Group operates ICE detention centers, and its subsidiary, BI Incorporated, has a skip-tracing contract in place. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


"The expansion of our services addressing the non detained docket through this new contract is a testament to the high-quality solutions BI has provided to ICE for more than 21 years," Geo Group executive chairman George Zoley said in the statement.
None of the 14 contractors were willing to share details with The Post about what surveillance technologies they planned to use or what their protocols would be for staffers carrying out on-the-ground tailing. The Intercept and 404 Media have previously reported on some details of the program.
While ICE originally set a cap of $180 million for the program budget over two years, the agency lifted the ceiling in November. The agency told prospective contractors in the written Q&A in November that the "chain of command" between the agency and the vendors "will be established post award."
When one contractor asked in the Q&A if there are restrictions to their covert surveillance activities, ICE left much up to the companies. "It is incumbent upon the vendor to determine how best to meet the Government's needs and requirements" it said. "Vendors must comply with all federal, state, and local requirements and certifications as a part of this contract. Vendors are not government agents nor is there any implied or actual designation of legal authority."
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Tech
Waymo robotaxi hits child at school drop-off, triggering safety inquiry
A Waymo self-driving car was involved in a minor crash with a child at a school drop-off, raising concerns about the safety of autonomous vehicles.

A Waymo robotaxi drives in San Francisco's Mission District. (Mike Kai Chen/For The Washington Post)


By Ian Duncan, Lisa Bonos | 2026-01-29
A Waymo autonomous vehicle hit a child near a Santa Monica, California, elementary school last week, the company and federal regulators said Thursday.
The crash happened during the school's drop-off time on Jan. 23. The child ran into the street from behind a double-parked SUV, officials said. The Waymo detected the child and braked, slowing itself to 6 mph before impact, the company said in a blog post outlining the incident.
The company, part of Google parent Alphabet, said the child walked to the sidewalk and Waymo called 911. The victim was not identified.
Local fire and police departments responded "within minutes" of the collision, "and thankfully, the student was not seriously injured," Brandyi Phillips, a spokeswoman for the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, said in an email. "The health and safety of our students and staff is our top priority, and the District is reinforcing traffic and pedestrian safety and safe routes to school at all campuses."
The incident follows another in November in which a Waymo vehicle came to a stop on the foot of an Arizona teenager, according to a federal filing by Waymo. The teen was taken to a hospital with moderate injuries, according to the filing.
The safety of autonomous vehicles is under intense scrutiny as Waymo and its competitors deploy robotic taxis to cities across the country. Waymo has established itself as the industry leader, expanding into more cities last year and preparing to launch in others over the coming months. The company says it provided 15 million rides last year and on Thursday announced it would begin taking passengers to and from the San Francisco airport.
The company says its data shows that its systems reduce injury-causing crashes by 81 percent, although it has driven relatively few miles compared with humans.
Autonomous vehicles have struggled in some instances to pick up on the kinds of visual cues that people rely on to navigate in their cars. But their arrays of sensors and computerized brains can also give them superhuman abilities. In the Santa Monica case, Waymo said a human driver would probably have hit the child at a higher speed. That difference, the company said, is "a demonstration of the material safety benefit of the Waymo Driver."
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the federal vehicle safety regulator, said it would examine the California crash to determine whether the vehicle "exercised appropriate caution given, among other things, its proximity to the elementary school during drop off hours." Waymo said it would cooperate with the investigation.
The crash happened the same day that a separate agency, the National Transportation Safety Board, said it was opening an investigation into Waymo's behavior around stopped school buses in Austin. School district officials said in November that they had documented 19 cases of Waymos "illegally and dangerously" passing buses.
The Santa Monica collision is the second federal record of a Waymo autonomous vehicle making contact with a child.
In November, a teenage passenger exited a Waymo that was driving autonomously in Scottsdale, Arizona, around midnight, according to a NHTSA incident report. The vehicle's rear right tire came to a stop on the passenger's right foot, the report said. The Waymo "remained stopped on top of the passenger's foot until emergency services arrived and lifted the right side of the vehicle," the report said, adding that the passenger was taken to the hospital "with moderate injuries to the foot."
The police report for the incident said that a passerby called first responders after hearing a male juvenile "screaming for help" because his foot was stuck underneath a Waymo vehicle. The Scottsdale police officer who responded overheard the passenger explaining that the Waymo "had told him to get out of the vehicle, even though it was in the middle of the street," according to the report.
Waymo spokeswoman Katherine Barna said the vehicle involved in the Scottsdale incident did not instruct the passenger to exit the vehicle while it was in motion. She said that the passenger opened the door while the vehicle was traveling 35 mph and attempted to exit before the vehicle had come to a complete stop, which resulted in a foot injury.
"Safety is our highest priority at Waymo, both for our riders and those with whom we share the roads," Barna said in an email.
The police report noted that the passenger's foot was not broken and said the police officer gave the teen a citation for violating Scottsdale's 10 p.m. curfew for residents under age 15.
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Tech Policy
Lawsuit claims WhatsApp has a gaping security hole. Experts doubt it.
WhatsApp called a California lawsuit that alleged staff could read user messages "frivolous" and said it would seek sanctions against the firm's attorneys.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock/TWP)


By Joseph Menn | 2026-01-29

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Most of WhatsApp's 3 billion users probably don't know it, but a prominent Los Angeles law firm is trying to speak on their behalf in a lawsuit filed against its owner Meta that alleged the company can "access virtually all of WhatsApp users' purportedly 'private' communications."
Security experts questioned the lack of technical detail in the lawsuit, and WhatsApp denied the claims.
The complaint filed in California by Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan on behalf of seven WhatsApp users from Australia, Brazil, India, Mexico and South Africa seeks class-action status to represent users around the globe, excluding those in the United States and Canada, who would be required to enter arbitration, and users in the United Kingdom and Europe, who would have to use courts there.
The suit cited unidentified "courageous" whistleblowers who the lawsuit claims have discovered that WhatsApp staff could send an electronic request to the company's engineers asking for messages from a specific user ID. That user's private messages as well as their Instagram and Facebook posts would then appear on the screen of the staffer who sent the request, the suit claims, contradicting WhatsApp's long-standing assertions that it cannot access user messages.
The allegations baffled security experts, who know WhatsApp as the most popular messaging app with end-to-end encryption. That means messages are fully encrypted on the sender's device and stay that way until they reach the recipient's device, preventing anyone with access to the systems or networks in between from reading message contents.
The lawsuit against WhatsApp asserts a variety of legal theories, including that it breached the Federal Wiretap Act and California laws on hacking and privacy.
WhatsApp spokesman Carl Woog called the lawsuit "frivolous" and denied that the company can access users' messages. On Wednesday, WhatsApp sent a letter to Quinn Emanuel threatening to seek sanctions against the firm's lawyers in court if they do not withdraw the suit, according to a copy reviewed by The Washington Post.
"We're pursuing sanctions against Quinn Emanuel for filing a meritless lawsuit that was designed purely to grab headlines," Woog said by WhatsApp message.
Woog also suggested the suit against WhatsApp was related to Quinn Emanuel's work on a separate case, between the social network giant and the spyware company NSO Group. The surveillance vendor is appealing a $167 million judgment entered against it in federal court last May, after a jury found that NSO's Pegasus tool exploited a weakness in the WhatsApp app to take over control of the phones of more than 1,000 users.
An attorney from Quinn Emanuel joined NSO's legal team on that case on Jan. 22, according to legal filings, and different attorneys from that firm filed the case against WhatsApp on Jan. 23. "We believe a lawsuit like this is an attempt to launder false claims and divert attention from their dangerous spyware," Woog said.
Adam Wolfson, a Quinn Emanuel attorney on the case against WhatsApp and Meta, said, "Our colleagues' defense of NSO on appeal has nothing to do with the facts disclosed to us and which form the basis of the lawsuit we brought for worldwide WhatsApp users."
"We look forward to moving forward with those claims," Wolfson said.
NSO did not respond to a request for comment. In its long-running case with WhatsApp, its arguments have included a claim of immunity on the grounds that it was working on behalf of national security agencies in various countries and that its actions were in pursuit of criminals and terrorists.
WhatsApp's competitors wasted no time seizing on the lawsuit alleging that its staff could read user messages.
Pavel Durov, the founder of the messaging platform Telegram, wrote on X: "You'd have to be braindead to believe WhatsApp is secure in 2026." He added that his own team had found ways to attack WhatsApp, although that is a different claim from the suit's assertion that it is insecure by design.
Elon Musk, the Tesla CEO who also leads the social platform X, boosted the suit in a post that claimed "WhatsApp is not secure." He promoted X's messaging features and added that "even Signal is questionable," referring to the nonprofit of that name that developed the heavily vetted open-source protocol that WhatsApp is built upon.
Because messages over Telegram are not end-to-end encrypted by default -- though the app does offer it as an option -- and it has had substantial infrastructure in Russia, many experts do not recommend it for sensitive conversations. X's recent efforts to allow end-to-end encryption have been publicly faulted by its own security auditor.
The lawsuit against WhatsApp filed in San Francisco's U.S. District Court does not say how the alleged whistleblowers obtained their information or with whom they shared it.
If the allegations prove true, the case could hurt the credibility of the word's most popular fully encrypted messenger and put Meta at substantial financial risk. For that reason, the suit prompted articles and long debates on websites and message boards devoted to technology and privacy.
But the case was criticized by several experts who have studied messaging security.
"It's pretty long on accusations and thin on any sort of evidence," Matthew Green, a cryptography professor at Johns Hopkins University, said over Signal. "WhatsApp has been very consistent about using end-to-end encryption. This lawsuit seems to be a nothingburger."
Nicholas Weaver, a security researcher at the International Computer Science Institute, criticized the lawsuit in a post on Bluesky for lacking detail needed to back up its claims. "They don't even do a citation to the actual whistleblowers," he wrote, calling the suit "ludicrous."
The lawsuit filed against WhatsApp follows another accusing the company of lax security, filed last year by former WhatsApp security engineer Attaullah Baig. He alleged that he was retaliated against after pointing out security issues that he said needed fixing. WhatsApp has disputed his claims and said Baig misrepresented its work on security and record of protecting users' privacy. The case is ongoing.
Baig claimed that too many staff engineers had access to data about WhatsApp users and that it had not come up with an effective means to prevent widespread thefts of accounts, which he estimated occurred hundreds of thousands of times per day.
Baig did not respond to a request for comment on the new case against WhatsApp. His own lawsuit did not say that the company could read user messages, except when users themselves shared them with WhatsApp when asking for support.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/01/29/whatsapp-lawsuit-read-messages-denied/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      The Washington Post's national news coverage. Get the latest national news, featuring national security, science and the courts. Read breaking national news headlines from across the U.S.


      
        Arkansas moves to ban books in prisons as a drug-fighting measure
        Hope Corrigan

        Corrections officials would also prohibit magazines and newspapers from being sent to inmates. It would be the strictest ban in the country.

      

      
        ICE buys warehouses for mass detention network, rattling locals
        Jonathan O'Connell, Douglas MacMillan

        ICE officials have quietly begun notifying warehouse owners and local officials of their interest in specific properties, prompting efforts to block the projects.

      

      
        Former deputy gets 20-year sentence in killing of Sonya Massey
        Kim Bellware, Daniel Wu

        Former sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson fatally shot Sonya Massey in her Illinois home while responding to her 911 call to report a prowler.

      

      
        She planned to sell her old pot for $20. It just fetched $32K at auction.
        Sydney Page

        "I just couldn't believe it," said Lois Jurgens, who turned 91 the day the crock was sold. "It's the biggest thing I've ever gotten on my birthday."

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
Arkansas moves to ban books in prisons as a drug-fighting measure
Corrections officials would also prohibit magazines and newspapers from being sent to inmates. It would be the strictest ban in the country.


A cell block at the Cummins Unit of the Arkansas Department of Corrections. (Danny Johnston/AP)


By Hope Corrigan | 2026-01-30
The Arkansas Department of Corrections is set to ban all physical books, magazines and newspapers sent directly to inmates -- a restriction, pushed as a drug-fighting measure, that would be strictest of its kind in prisons across the country.
The ban was set to take effect Sunday but has been delayed as the department continues to revise the current rule, which allows books, magazines and newspapers to be sent directly to inmates from a "publisher, bookstore, educational institution, or recognized commercial or charitable outlet."
Some lawmakers and advocacy groups are asking for legislative review as well as a public comment period. The revised regulation would impact about 17,000 men and women behind bars in 20 prison facilities.
As State Rep. Nicole Clowney (D) sees it, there are other solutions "that do not rob incarcerated people of their rights and of their ability to ready themselves to succeed after their release." She said legislators have not been given evidence that drugs are infiltrating prisons via printed materials.
Rand Champion, a department spokesperson, said the ban was proposed because of instances when drugs have been detected in shipments of books and periodicals sent to prisons. An agency log reviewed by The Washington Post listed 25 incidents from 2022 to 2025 in which books, magazines or newspapers tested positive for drugs such as K2, a synthetic marijuana, or fentanyl. Champion said the total was higher but did not provide any documentation.
In one case, a shipment of books sent directly from Books-A-Million to Varner Unit, a facility southeast of Little Rock, looked "altered" and tested positive for heroin and fentanyl. When asked how shipments straight from a major commercial outlet would be intercepted and tainted with drugs, Champion said prison officials believe some books are being sent via "shadow booksellers."
According to an expert on prison censorship, states are increasingly targeting paper media. Moira Marquis, founder and director of Prison Banned Books Week, said suspected contraband is the prime reason cited by prison officials. The restrictions vary, though. Missouri, for example, only allows inmates to choose from a limited selection of books that can be purchased during specific times.
If the Arkansas ban is challenged in the courts, Marquis said, officials will have to prove that screening books for drugs constitutes an "administrative burden." Based on her research, she believes it does not.

Shelves hold books that have been donated to the Arkansas Department of Correction libraries. (Danny Johnston/Associated Press)


The ban would follow a decision last August to stop allowing inmates to receive physical mail, instead giving them electronic tablets to send e-messages via "stamps." (Stamps can cost as much as $0.50 each; any purchase on a tablet also incurs a steep processing fee.)
Officials are in the process of soliciting bids from prison telecommunications companies, which provide phone services to inmates and sell tablets enabling them to purchase books, music, games and news. These companies have been scrutinized for steep prices, surveillance issues, and faulty technology.
The Arkansas Department of Corrections currently has a $720,000 contract with Securus that expires in April. The length of the next contract is still being negotiated, Champion said.
Inmates still have access to the libraries at their prisons, though the collections rely mostly on donations and the books on the shelves are often outdated. Some prison tablet companies tout free, preloaded books on their devices; the titles are free because they are at least 100 years old and part of the public domain.
Opponents of the new policy argue that banning physical media from Arkansas prisons will make it significantly harder for inmates to access books, magazines, newspapers and educational materials, limiting their access to information, noted Kaleem Nazeem, co-director of the prison reform group decARcerate.
"As we unpack this book ban, we also have to look at the existing policies surrounding censorship of information," Nazeem said, noting that current rules already limit what books can enter the state's prisons.
While states such as Florida and Texas ban specific books from prisons, the Arkansas corrections department allows individual facilities to determine if a book is allowed. In most cases, the decision-makers are prison employees who work in the mail room.
Nazeem served 28 years in Arkansas state prisons after being sentenced to life without parole for a murder he committed when he was 17. After his sentence was commuted in 2018 he became a community organizer and youth mentor in juvenile detention centers. Having physical books and newspapers were a tether to the outside world while he was serving time, he said.
"The catalyst of change lies in the book," said Nazeem, who is especially concerned about inmates enrolled in college courses being able to access the educational texts needed to complete their degrees. "If individuals are not able to get books, we're basically saying that we don't want individuals to become better."
Marquis disagrees with the premise of the bans, arguing that evidence shows the majority of contraband in U.S. prisons is brought in via correctional staff, not books or newspapers. "It's astounding that this argument continues to have sway in the public, and I think it's because it makes sense very speciously," she said.
Like Nazeem, Clowney is concerned what inmates would lose under the ban. "My fear is if you take away books saying they'll be replaced by tablets, that leaves a certain subset of the population that won't have access to either," she said. "And that's very, very troubling."
She hopes corrections officials reconsider and find other solutions to prevent drugs from entering their facilities. "I just refuse to believe that 49 other states have figured this out in a way that doesn't rob prisoners of their rights," she said, "but Arkansas somehow cannot."
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Investigations
ICE buys warehouses for mass detention network, rattling locals
ICE officials have quietly begun notifying warehouse owners and local officials of their interest in specific properties, prompting efforts to block the projects.

This month ICE officials toured this 920,000-square-foot warehouse in Kansas City, Missouri. The city council passed a resolution to try to block new detention centers in the city. (Courtesy of Port KC)


By Jonathan O'Connell, Douglas MacMillan | 2026-01-30
One industrial building the federal government plans to overhaul into an immigrant detention center, in Roxbury, New Jersey, draws groundwater from a small town that uses nearly all of its daily limit.
Another proposed detention site is a warehouse in Oklahoma City that would hold up to 1,500 people a little more than a mile from an elementary school and a Pentecostal church.
A third location, previously an auto parts distribution center in Chester, New York, became so unbearably hot during summer months that two people who used to work there said it was akin to being stuck inside an aluminum shed.
Those are a few of the logistical and humanitarian concerns raised by residents and local officials in some of the 23 towns where U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement plans to convert industrial buildings into detention centers that would combined hold up to 80,000 people. ICE has offered few details about its plan since The Washington Post first reported on it last month.
As specific sites have surfaced in news reports, people in those communities have taken steps to block the projects.
"I'm not sure that this is the type of detention that is humane," Quinton Lucas, the mayor of Kansas City, Missouri, said in an interview about plans to transform a warehouse there into an ICE facility that could hold up to 7,500 people. On Jan. 15, the same day that local news photographers documented ICE officials inspecting the building, the city council passed a five-year ban on all new nonmunicipal detention facilities.
ICE expects to hold between 1,500 and 10,000 detainees in each of these 23 warehouses at a time, according to documents and interviews. But some experts have warned that it will be difficult to bring the industrial buildings up to federal standards for detention facilities in the short time before ICE plans to begin housing people in them.

Protesters gather in opposition to the federal government opening an ICE immigrant detention facility in Roxbury, New Jersey, on Jan. 3. (William Westhoven/Daily Record/USA TODAY) 



A man takes photos of a warehouse as federal officials tour the facility on Jan. 15 to consider repurposing it as an ICE detention facility in Kansas City, Missouri.  (Charlie Riedel/Associated Press)


The expansion of ICE's detention system would help fulfill President Trump's goal of deporting millions of people by creating a hub-and-spoke model capable of booking migrants into processing centers for a few weeks and then transporting them to large-scale facilities where they would await deportation.
Tricia McLaughlin, an assistant secretary at the Department of Homeland Security,  declined to answer questions about specific properties, or about whether they can be converted to meet standards, but said the agency "has new funding to expand detention space to keep these criminals off American streets before they are removed for good from our communities."
"It should not come as news that ICE will be making arrests in states across the U.S. and is actively working to expand detention space," McLaughlin said in the statement.
DHS bought two warehouses this month, one in Williamsport, Maryland, for $102 million and another in Surprise, Arizona, for $70 million, deed records show. In recent weeks, ICE officials have also begun notifying warehouse owners and local officials in several other cities of their interest in specific properties.
Located in areas zoned for industrial uses near interstates and airports, most of the buildings under consideration are currently vacant shells -- little more than walls, a thick concrete floor and a ceiling supported by dozens of internal beams, according to promotional materials and commercial real estate databases.
Last month, a DHS official wrote to Oklahoma City's planning department of its intent "to purchase, occupy and rehabilitate a 26.8-acre warehouse property" into an ICE processing center. The agency said renovations may include the construction of holding spaces, offices, visitor areas, cafeterias, bathrooms and medical units, according to the letter, which was first reported by The Oklahoman.
On Thursday, following pushback from residents, Oklahoma City Mayor David Holt said in a Facebook post he had spoken with the building's owner, who told him they are no longer in talks to sell the building to the federal government.

A warehouse the federal government planned to overhaul into an immigrant detention center in Oklahoma City. The city's mayor says the deal is off. (Obtained by The Post)


DHS also wrote to planners in Hanover County, Virginia, about plans to purchase and overhaul a 553,000-square-foot facility in Ashland, according to a copy of the letter provided to The Post and other media. The warehouse was recently built on the site of a former cattle farm, 15 miles north of Richmond.
Earlier this month, television cameras filmed David Venturella, an ICE senior adviser, leaving a 440,000-square-foot building in Orlando as part of a review of the building he described to local television station WFTV as "exploratory." Orlando officials told The Post the federal government has not contacted them about the plan.
In Williamsport, a town with a population of 2,000 just outside Hagerstown, Maryland, community members found out about plans for a detention center only after ICE purchased an 826,000-square-foot building there. The federal government is not required to get local approval as other developers might because the U.S. Constitution generally exempts it from local laws when it is carrying out a federal duty.
Local leaders in Maryland say DHS notified them two days before the purchase, in a Jan. 14 letter to the county planning department that described some of the agency's proposed changes to the property, according to a county press release.
"Planning a detention facility behind closed doors is not governance -- it is intimidation," Rep. April McClain Delaney (D) said in a press release on Tuesday. The purchase was first reported by Project Salt Box, a Baltimore newsletter.
Virginia Mungovan, a spokeswoman for the city of Surprise, Arizona., said the city was not notified before DHS's purchase of a 418,400-square-foot, newly constructed warehouse in the suburb northwest of Phoenix. The transaction was first reported Thursday by AZCentral.
ICE expects the buildings in Williamsport and Surprise to begin accepting detainees by April, according to a person briefed on the plan, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal agency matters.
Local officials in Roxbury said DHS informed them of plans to buy a building there, and an ICE official joined a recent warehouse tour in Social Circle, Georgia, according to The Post's analysis of photos of the visit. The Post obtained a spreadsheet that lists nearly two dozen properties that ICE officials apparently planned to tour this month but could not verify its authenticity. DHS did not respond to questions about it. The Post, however, confirmed ICE's interest in eight of those facilities, and several building tours occurred at the time and locations specified in the document.
In at least 15 communities, residents have staged protests or packed town council meetings, overwhelming local elected officials with questions about the proposed facilities. Locals have shown up at locations identified on the unconfirmed ICE list, which has circulated on social media, with cameras to document tours.
When Salvatore LaBruna learned from a local news story that ICE planned to take over the former Pep Boys auto parts warehouse near his home in Goshen, New York, he drove his 16-year-old son to see the building. LaBruna, 47, said he used to pack brake pads, struts and motor oil containers into plastic tubs when he worked there a summer after college, more than 25 years ago, and that the building sweltered because of poor ventilation and minimal cooling systems.
David Dalessandro, 37, who worked there from 2020 to 2022, said he routinely had to bring an extra shirt to replace the one he would sweat through.
"It doesn't seem like it would be suitable for housing people in any way," LaBruna said.
The auto parts distribution center closed in 2024. The property's owner said in a promotional flier that it recently completed $3 million in improvements but did not specify them. The owner did not respond to requests for comment.
Some state and local officials have begun girding for battles over the proposed detention centers, saying they would overwhelm local infrastructure, violate zoning laws and potentially threaten the safety of their communities.
Because the auto parts warehouse is in a floodplain, DHS was required to file a public notice that it intended to buy and rehabilitate the building. The county government responded with a legal objection, saying the plan would violate zoning, deprive the community of tax revenue and overwhelm its sewage system.

Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas, center, said of using warehouses to hold detainees, "I'm not sure that this is the type of detention that is humane." (Christopher Smith/For the Washington Post)


Lucas, the Kansas City mayor, said he's prepared to defend the city's new moratorium against legal challenges, comparing it to a previous ordinance banning landfills. The property, built with $80 million in incentives from the Kansas City port authority, is advertised by the port authority as having tax advantages for stored goods and access to "Class I freight rail services from the Canadian Pacific Kansas City Southern."
ICE's plan, envisioned in a December draft of a solicitation document previously reported by The Post, calls for an expansive overhaul of the 23 properties, by adding housing units, kitchens, dining areas, medical care rooms, pharmacies, bathrooms, religious service rooms, mailrooms, phone systems, law libraries with internet access, attorney meeting rooms, and indoor and outdoor recreation areas with basketball hoops and exercise equipment.
Despite the need for extensive upgrades, ICE expects facilities to begin accepting detainees within 30 to 60 days after "final design approval and construction start," according to the solicitation document.
Meeting federal standards for immigrant detention -- which were not written envisioning the use of large open warehouses -- could be costly and challenging for some of the buildings ICE is targeting, said Eunice Cho, an attorney who advocates for immigrant detainees at the American Civil Liberties Union's National Prison Project.
For example, the standards require specialized rooms with negative pressure ventilation to treat people suspected of having tuberculosis. "Rehabbing a warehouse to ensure sufficient airborne infection isolation may be difficult," Cho said.
Officials in cities including Social Circle and Roxbury have raised concerns about the lack of water to adequately supply the planned facilities given their size. If water is not available from a community source, a state laboratory would have to test samples to comply with potable water standards, the federal standards say. The contractors operating ICE's makeshift tent encampment in the Florida Everglades deliver drinking water to the site in 2,000-gallon and 6,000-gallon tanker trunks, according to a state planning document included in court records.
ICE already struggles to uphold standards at some existing facilities. Last September, its own inspectors found 60 violations of federal standards at Camp East Montana, a series of large tents erected on a patch of desert in El Paso, in the span of a few months. The facility is now the country's largest ICE detention center, with 3,800 detainees.

An Aug. 31 satellite image of Camp East Montana, in El Paso. (Maxar)


Most owners of the 23 buildings on the list did not respond to The Post's inquiries or declined to comment on any discussions with the agency. Terry Anderson, co-president and co-founder of Kansas City warehouse owner Platform Ventures, said he'd completed negotiations to sell its 920,000-square-foot building and that the company "does not question prospective buyers on their intent after close, and we will not engage in public conversations involving speculation over future uses."
PNK Group, the company that owns the Georgia property, a newly built 1 million-square-foot warehouse, said it had heard from several interested buyers and that "any future use of a property following its sale is determined solely by the purchaser."
ICE has faced local opposition in the places where it operates detention centers, including during prior administrations. But few towns have successfully stopped their development. Courts have frequently sided with the federal government's authority to circumvent local laws when it can argue that those ordinances obstruct its ability to carry out federal policy, said Rick Su, a law professor at the University of North Carolina.
Seeing the building in Chester, New York again recently and talking about it with his son, LaBruna said the structure now feels like a symbol of how Trump's immigration crackdown could soon be shaking up his normally quiet town in the Hudson Valley.
"It definitely makes it feel very close to home," he said.
Aaron Schaffer and Arelis R. Hernandez contributed to this report.
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National
Former deputy gets 20-year sentence in killing of Sonya Massey
Former sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson fatally shot Sonya Massey in her Illinois home while responding to her 911 call to report a prowler. 

In 2024, Donna Massey wipes her tears while the Rev. Al Sharpton speaks about her daughter, Sonya, in a church in Chicago. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/AP)


By Kim Bellware, Daniel Wu | 2026-01-29
A former Illinois sheriff's deputy was sentenced to 20 years in prison on Thursday for fatally shooting Sonya Massey in her home as he responded to her 911 call reporting a prowler outside.
Sean Grayson, the former Sangamon County sheriff's deputy, received the maximum possible sentence for the July 2024 shooting.
Massey's killing outraged community members and renewed questions of how law enforcement officers should be vetted and trained to handle people experiencing mental illness.
Court records show Grayson, 31, who is White, has remained incarcerated since he was convicted in October of second-degree murder in the killing of Massey, who was Black.
During the hearing, Grayson apologized to Massey's family for the pain he caused.
"I made a lot of mistakes that night. There were points when I should've acted, and I didn't. I froze," Grayson said, according to the Associated Press. "I made terrible decisions that night. I'm sorry."
Outside the courtroom, Massey's family members thanked the community for its support and praised the efforts of prosecutors, while noting they viewed the sentence as insufficient. The family had sought first-degree murder charges, which could have sent Grayson to prison for life.
"I'm grateful that we got the maximum sentence that we could," said Massey's daughter, Summer. "But 20 years is not enough."
Sangamon County Judge Ryan Cadigan on Thursday rejected Grayson's motion for a new trial, according to court records.
Relatives said Massey, a 36-year-old mother of two, had struggled with mental health issues long before the morning of July 6, when she dialed 911 to report someone was prowling outside her Springfield home. Grayson, one of the two deputies who responded, shot Massey in her home, later saying he feared for his life.
Body-camera footage showed Grayson and the other deputy speaking to Massey in her home as she heated a pot of water on the stove. Grayson asked Massey to take the pot off the burner, and she complied, the footage shows. As she did so, Grayson backed away and said he was moving to avoid "your hot, steaming water." Massey replied, "I rebuke you in the name of Jesus."
In a narrative of the July 6 shooting filed with the Sangamon County Sheriff's Department, Grayson said he believed Massey was making a threat to kill him. Grayson would claim he feared "great bodily harm or death" because she had a pot of boiling water.

An image from body-camera footage shows Sonya Massey talking to sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson. (AP)


According to the footage, Grayson drew his gun and threatened to shoot Massey in the face as she moved the pot of water despite his being some distance from her, according to video.
Massey said, "Okay, I'm sorry," and ducked behind a set of cabinets. Grayson approached Massey and fired three times, hitting her once in the face.
Grayson defended the shooting immediately afterward to his partner and said he feared having "hot boiling water" thrown at him, according to video. He did not attempt to give aid to Massey, prosecutors said.
Massey's death caused a national uproar and drew criticism from Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker (D), President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. The shooting came four years after the killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd sparked nationwide civil unrest over race and policing.
Sangamon County Sheriff Jack Campbell stepped down a month after the shooting following pressure from leaders including Pritzker, who criticized the sheriff's office for hiring Grayson despite past convictions for driving under the influence and disciplinary issues at previous law enforcement agencies.
In July, Massey's family received a $10 million wrongful-death settlement from Sangamon County.
Shortly after the settlement, Pritzker signed a law named for Massey that created stricter hiring practices for law enforcement across Illinois. The law requires law enforcement to thoroughly investigate an applicant's background, especially past discipline or misconduct history with other departments, before hiring that person.
Last year, the Justice Department announced an agreement with Sangamon County and the sheriff's office to develop a "mobile crisis team program" with behavioral health staff members who will respond to people in mental health crises, resolving an investigation for racial discrimination it launched after the shooting of Massey. The Justice Department did not find that the county or sheriff's office acted in a discriminatory way, it said.
Less than a day before Massey was shot, her mother, Donna Massey, had called 911 seeking help. The elder Massey said her daughter was experiencing a mental breakdown and pleaded with the dispatcher to send officers who wouldn't harm her daughter.
"Thank you, and please don't send no combative policemen that are prejudiced -- please," Donna Massey said, according to released recordings of the call.
"They're scary. I'm scared of the police," Donna Massey said.
The dispatcher assured Massey's mother there was nothing to fear.
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The Optimist
She planned to sell her old pot for $20. It just fetched $32K at auction.
"I just couldn't believe it," said Lois Jurgens, who turned 91 the day the crock was sold. "It's the biggest thing I've ever gotten on my birthday."

"The whole situation kind of left me in shock. Thankful, but in shock," said Lois Jurgens after her stoneware crock fetched $32,000 at auction. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


By Sydney Page | 2026-01-30
A 30-gallon stoneware crock sat in the corner of Lois Jurgens's back porch for nearly three decades, collecting dust through Nebraska summers and snow through the winters. Her late husband used it as a makeshift table to rest grilling tongs and platters. They almost never thought of it.
On Jan. 10, that same crock sold at auction for $32,000.
"I just couldn't believe it," said Jurgens, who turned 91 on the day the crock was sold. "It's the biggest thing I've ever gotten on my birthday."
The crock was manufactured by Red Wing Stoneware,  probably between 1877 and 1900. The nearly knee-high crock features molded side handles and a cobalt blue butterfly, along with the company name stamped twice. Unlike later models finished with a smoother zinc glaze, the crock is salt glazed, giving it a coarser texture. Despite its many years outdoors, it is still in good condition.

The manufacturer's name is stamped twice on the crock, on the top and bottom, which is considered rare. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


"It's very unusual," said Ken Bramer, the owner of Bramer Auction  & Realty in Amherst, Nebraska, which sold the piece. "That's the first one of those I've seen in 40 years of auctioneering."
Jurgens, who lives in Holdrege, Nebraska, said she can't recall how or when she and her husband acquired the crock.
"I really don't know how it came into the family," said Jurgens, whose husband died in 2022. She has three children and four grandchildren.
Whatever its origins, Jurgens said, she never imagined it might be valuable. Stoneware crocks were common household items, historically used for food preservation before modern refrigeration. Today, some are still used for fermenting or as decorative objects, and pieces like Jurgens's are seen as rare collectors' items. In 2019, a salt-glazed stoneware cooler sold for $177,000.
"Some people collect strange things," Bramer said.
Jurgens had spent the past several months clearing out items from her home that she no longer needed. Last summer, she had a garage sale and considered putting the crock out with the rest, but it never made it to the driveway.

Stoneware crocks were common household items, historically used for food preservation before modern refrigeration. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


"It was too heavy for us to handle," Jurgens said, adding that her daughter helped her with the garage sale. "We just decided we weren't going to bother with it."
Then, earlier this month, she saw a notice in the local Holdrege Daily Citizen newspaper about an upcoming auction for antiques and collectibles, including many Redwing crocks. She called Bramer Auction  & Realty, and Bramer offered to stop by Jurgens's house and take some photos of the crock.

Bids started at $1,000 for the crock at auction. Things escalated quickly. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


"I said, 'Oh my goodness, that's a good one,'" Bramer said, telling her: "I think you will be pleasantly surprised by what it brings."
Jurgens's son let Bramer know they were prepared to sell it for $20 at the garage sale, and they'd be glad if it fetched more than that.
"She was hoping for $100," Bramer said.
Bramer posted pictures of the crock on his website and Facebook, and offers started pouring in.
"I was getting calls from collectors all over the United States," Bramer said. "I knew it was a good piece, but I really didn't know how good."
Since so many calls came in from bidders outside Nebraska, Bramer said he allowed people to call in with offers during the auction on Jan. 10. Jurgens did not attend the auction, as she was at church for a funeral.
He started bids at $1,000 for the crock, and things escalated quickly.
"People just started bidding like crazy," Bramer said, noting that the most he had sold a crock for was about $5,800 last year. "People were standing up in the crowd, and they all had their cameras out, taking pictures and videos of it ... it's something that doesn't happen every day."
The bidding war ended when a crock collector in Kansas offered a whopping $32,000 for the crock. About an hour later, while the auction was still happening, Jurgens walked in with her daughter.

Many antique crocks were auctioned off on Jan. 10. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


"I stopped the auction and asked Lois if she'd come up to the front," Bramer said. "I introduced her to the crowd and said, 'This is the young lady who had the crock on the back porch.'"
He asked her how much she thought it sold for.
"I hope you got $100," Jurgens said.
"I think we did just a little bit better," Bramer replied.
When he revealed the final number, "she kind of went weak in the knees," Bramer said.
Jurgens said she was -- and still is -- in disbelief.
"The whole situation kind of left me in shock. Thankful, but in shock," she said. "I just couldn't believe it."
Bramer said he, too, was stunned by the outcome.
"It was really fun for both of us to be surprised," Jurgens said. "I feel guilty that I didn't even pretend to take care of it."
Jurgens said that since the auction, people stop her when they see her out and about and ask her to tell the story. It was first reported by local news personality Colleen Williams.

Bramer Auction & Realty's auction on Jan. 10. (Bramer Auction & Realty)


"I can't go anywhere or they recognize me," Jurgens said.
She said she plans to give part of her windfall to her church, and she's still thinking about what to do with the rest.
"It would have been fun to share with him if he was still alive," she said of her husband.
He would have gotten a kick out of his trusty makeshift table being an actual treasure.
"It was a special day," she said.
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Asia
At India's main energy summit, signs of a new world order without Trump
In the beachside state of Goa, officials and oil executives envisioned new energy pacts and multilateral relationships as a counterbalance to Trump's America. 

India Energy Week in Goa, India, is the country's most high-profile gathering of energy officials. (Dhiraj Singh/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


By Pranshu Verma | 2026-01-30
CANAGUINIM, India -- Barely an hour into India's high-profile energy summit in the southern state of Goa, conversation turned to the emergent global order -- one without America at the center.
"What is happening in the world today is not a gradual economic transition, it is a rupture," said Canada's energy minister, Tim Hodgson, echoing the words of Prime Minister Mark Carney, who electrified the crowd in Davos last week by sounding the death knell of the postwar international system.
Sitting center stage in a cavernous convention center with his Indian counterpart, Hodgson spoke bluntly of the world being wrought by President Donald Trump, where "hegemons use tariffs as leverage." The solution, he proposed, "the way to resist ... is to build multilateral relationships."
In the first year of his second term, Trump has alienated many traditional U.S. allies. Relations with Canada have frayed over tariffs and threats of annexation. Ties with the European Union sank to new lows after he demanded ownership of Greenland. The U.S.-India bond, a bright spot during Trump's first presidency, has been badly strained by trade disagreements and diplomatic missteps.
From the Swiss Alps to coastal India, global leaders are now speaking openly of these new geopolitical realities, largely abandoning their strategy of appeasing Trump and, instead, considering what is possible without him. In one sign of the changing times, New Delhi inked a sweeping trade deal this week with the E.U., even as talks with Washington languished.
No American official offered remarks at the opening of the Goa summit, where Canada and the United Arab Emirates were given top billing. Throughout the nearly weeklong conference, oil officials and experts stressed that energy pacts will be a central part of the international realignment. And India, the third largest energy consumer in the world after the United States and China, will be a central player.
"There is turbulence," said Hardeep Singh Puri, the Indian minister of petroleum and natural gas, "and we have to adapt."

India relies heavily on coal, which accounts for about 40 percent of its energy supply, according to estimates from the IEA. (Vishal Kumar Singh/AFP/Getty Images)


Held on a swath of formerly industrial land near Goa's famous beaches, India Energy Week attracted some 75,000 attendees, including oil ministers, diplomats and energy executives, organizers said.
During the breakout sessions, recurring themes emerged, with several discussions focused on "turbulence" and "disruption." In a session about energy diplomacy, representatives from Norway, Denmark, Paraguay and Finland talked about India's enormous needs and how their countries could help meet them.
May-Elin Stener, the Norwegian ambassador to New Delhi, said a slew of energy companies from her country had come to Goa because they want to take part in India's plans.
The hosts appeared receptive: "We need more partners," said Dammu Ravi, a former high-ranking official at India's Ministry of External Affairs, noting the country's power grid can produce only 500 gigawatts of energy -- a fraction of the 3.2 terawatts generated by China.
India relies heavily on coal, which accounts for about 40 percent of its energy supply, according to estimates from the International Energy Agency. Roughly 25 percent is from crude oil, the analysis showed. And sourcing crude has become a problem.
For the past four years, India's top provider of the commodity has been Russia.  Russian crude came at a discount after Western nations implemented a $60 per barrel price cap, a way of punishing President Vladimir Putin for his full-scale invasion of Ukraine without wreaking havoc on global energy markets.
New Delhi was encouraged by Washington to take advantage of the lower prices: "We're happy to have India get that bargain," then-U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen said in late 2022.
The tune changed under Trump, who in August accused India of fueling Moscow's war machine with its purchases of Russian oil and imposed an additional 25 percent levy, bringing the total tariffs on many Indian goods to 50 percent.
India, under growing pressure from the White House, has tried to wean itself off Russian crude. The country imported 1.2 million barrels per day in December, according to data from the Center for Research on Energy and Clean Air. As of Jan. 15, the figure had fallen below 600,000 barrels per day, the data showed.
All the while, India's energy needs are surging. The country roughly imports 5.6 million barrels of oil daily, Puri said, up from  5 million barrels in 2021. Demand could soon exceed  6 million barrels each day, India's Oil Ministry predicted in October.
Nations from the Middle East to Europe lined up in Goa looking to tap into the Indian market. Canada, in particular, made a full-court press. Hodgson said his country is one of the largest energy producers in the world, particularly when it comes to the critical minerals needed for green energy -- an area of growing focus for India. One bonus of partnering with Ottawa, he said, is reliability, making a not-so-veiled reference to Canada's southern neighbor.
"We're not going to live in a world where might makes right. We're not going to live in a world where the strongest put tariffs on everyone else," he said. "We're going to live in a world where we believe in free trade, where we believe in trusted relationships."
Michael Kugelman, a senior fellow for South Asia at the Atlantic Council, said these dynamics are a "reflection of growing discontent" with the U.S., which "predates but has been intensified by Trump's return." Countries are pushing for new multipolar compacts that neutralize American power, he said, and "it appears to be spreading to the energy realm."
Sultan Al Jaber, the UAE's minister of industry, came to the conference with his own pitch to India. In his keynote address, he noted that New Delhi has become the country's top customer for natural gas, and its national oil company was aiming to provide more crude as well.
"In an age of walls, our message is simple," Al Jaber said. "Build doors, and the world will walk through them."
Supriya Kumar contributed to this report from New Delhi.
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Middle East
A U.S. letter opposed Iraqis' choice of prime minister. They went ahead anyway.
The Trump administration sent a private letter opposing the choice of Nouri al-Maliki, the leading candidate for prime minister, considered close to Iran.

An Iraqi man holds a portrait of former prime minister Nouri al-Maliki while protesting President Donald Trump near the Green Zone where the U.S. Embassy is in Baghdad, Thursday. (Hadi Mizban/AP)


By Loveday Morris, Mustafa Salim | 2026-01-30
BAGHDAD -- As some of Iraq's most powerful political leaders met to formally nominate the next prime minister at a private gathering last weekend, Ammar al-Hakim, an Iraqi cleric and one of the country's most influential politicians, read out an extraordinary letter he had received from the Trump administration, according to people in attendance. 
The missive indicated that the Trump administration would oppose the selection of Nouri al-Maliki, the leading candidate, and said it viewed his previous tenure in that position more than a decade ago "negatively."
The letter represented an initial salvo in the administration's intervention into domestic Iraqi politics aimed at heading off the selection of Maliki, who is widely viewed by U.S. officials as too close to Iran, the chief rival to the United States for influence in Iraq. He is closely associated with the pro-Iranian militias that wield outsize sway in Iraqi politics.
Maliki was "astonished" when the letter was read out at the meeting of leaders of the Coordination Framework, a political coalition made up of Shiite Muslim factions that won the most seats in the November elections, according to one person in attendance, who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the closed door discussions.
The letter was the "first of its kind," and some participants asked where in the U.S. government it had come from, the person said. It had been sent by Joshua Harris, the charge d'affaires at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, according to another person familiar with the communications.
"The selection of the prime minister-designate and other leadership positions is a sovereign Iraqi decision, and likewise, the United States will make its sovereign decisions regarding the next government in accordance with U.S. interests," warned the letter, which was reviewed by The Washington Post and confirmed by three meeting attendees. It said the U.S. wanted to see an Iraqi government that "weakens Iranian-backed terrorism" and "dismantles terrorist militias."

Men sign up for the "martyrdom brigades" under Iraq's pro-Iran paramilitary group Hezbollah Brigades, to fight alongside Iran in the event of a full-scale war with the U.S. and Israel, in Baghdad, Thursday. (Ahmad Al-Rubaye/AFP/Getty Images)


Despite the U.S. directive, the leaders of the Coordination Framework pushed ahead with Maliki's nomination, though several participants abstained. Maliki did not consider the U.S. warning to be serious, attendees said.
It did not take long to find out that it was. On Tuesday, President Donald Trump personally escalated the pressure, posting on social media that the United States would "no longer help" Iraq if Maliki returned to the post of prime minister. Trump called Maliki's policies and ideologies "insane."
The U.S. Embassy in Baghdad did not respond to a request for comment.
The American strong-arming comes as the U.S. is intensifying efforts to roll back Iranian influence in Iraq, including by seeking to curb money flows from Iran. The Trump administration is also currently considering military strikes against Iran·, with the U.S. aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln arriving in the region this week along with additional warships.
Since the ouster of President Saddam Hussein by the 2003 U.S. led-invasion, both the U.S. and Iran have tried to influence the makeup of Iraqi governments. But Trump's social media post gave such intervention unprecedented visibility.

Marine Cpl. Edward Chin covers the face of a statue of Saddam Hussein with an American flag before toppling the statue in downtown Baghdad, on April 9, 2003. (Jerome Delay/AP)


Top Iraqi officials are now left weighing whether to make a humiliating reversal by ditching Maliki or facing the wrath of the Trump administration.
Maliki, known for his unrelenting character, appeared to dig in his heels on Wednesday, saying he rejected the "blatant American interference in Iraq's internal affairs" and said he would continue "work until we reach the end."
Despite Maliki's public resistance, it's hard to see how the Shiite coalition leaders can now proceed with his nomination, said Victoria Taylor, a former U.S. deputy assistant secretary of state for Iraq and Iran. "I can't imagine they would risk the significant economic and political consequence of such a decision," she said. "It would be tantamount to picking the Iranian side in the eyes of this administration."
An endorsement of Maliki's candidacy by Iran may have cemented the American objections. During a visit to Baghdad earlier this month, Brig. Gen. Ismail Qaani, who heads Iran's elite Quds Force, delivered a letter from Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei blessing the Framework's choice of candidate, according to people familiar with the communication. Tehran believed that the Shiite political leaders had reached a consensus decision on Maliki, the people said.

Iraqi riot police stand guard during a protest at one of the entrances to the Green Zone in Baghdad on Wednesday. (Ahmad Al-Rubaye/AFP/Getty Images)


Iraqi officials say they now fear that ignoring Washington's demands could lead to dire economic repercussions, for instance the imposition of sanctions or a cut in the country's access to dollars. Iraq's oil revenue is deposited directly into the U.S. Federal Reserve, which then distributes dollars to Baghdad each month to meet its budget requirements.
"The decision is up to Maliki," said Ezzat al-Shahbandar, a veteran Iraqi politician close to the Shiite political coalition. "If he chooses to withdraw for the national interest, it's up to him," he said. If not: "It's going to be very hard to handle it, but we will have to handle it."
Aqeel al-Fatlawi, a spokesman for Maliki's State of Law coalition, told Iraq's UTV channel there was hope Trump would reverse his objections. Fatlawi cited Trump's evolving relationship with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky as a precedent.
"Maliki's relationship with the Americans is strong," he said. "I believe they will change their stance in the coming period, and even if they do not, we will move forward, and the Iraqi people will not accept external interference."
In recent days, Iranian-backed militias in Iraq put out angry statements rejecting U.S. interference. But a demonstration they called in the capital on Wednesday drew a crowd of a little more than a hundred people.
Maliki served two terms as Iraq's prime minister, from 2006 to 2014, a period marred by religious sectarianism that many blame for laying the ground for the Islamic State's rise. After backing him for his second term, U.S. officials pressed for his departure in 2014, viewing him as an obstacle to overcoming sectarian divisions.
U.S. officials have repeatedly signaled they do not want to see the new Iraqi government include any affiliates of groups the U.S. has designated as terrorist organizations. That poses a challenge because the Coordination Framework includes the parliamentary wings of Iran-aligned militias. Among the Shiite leaders who are tasked with nominating the next prime minister is Qais al-Khazali, the founder and secretary general of Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq, which launched thousands of attacks against U.S. forces after the 2003 invasion and remains blacklisted.
U.S. officials were infuriated earlier this month when Adnan Fayhan, a member of the group implicated in the 2007 abduction and killing of five U.S. soldiers, was selected as the first deputy speaker of parliament, Iraqi officials said.
The Trump administration letter detailed Washington's position that a government which dismantles militias and does not include any U.S. designated groups "would be a government we can work with to the benefit of both Iraqis and Americans." Mark Savaya, the U.S. special envoy to Iraq, has repeatedly used his social media accounts to voice opposition to any militia participation in the government.
But Taylor said the Shiite leaders misunderstood "how strongly the U.S. felt" about Maliki's nomination. The letter also said Washington's focus was on "interests, not individuals."
The emergence of Maliki as a leading candidate took many in Iraqi political circles as a surprise. Earlier this month, incumbent Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani had endorsed Maliki -- a maneuver that political observers said appeared to be intended to boost Sudani's own prospects of remaining in the job. The thinking, they said, was that Maliki would be blocked for being too controversial, clearing the way for Sudani, who has himself faced criticism from within his own bloc. It was a case of "I'll show you death so you'll accept a fever," said an Iraqi official, using an old Iraqi saying to sum up the assumed strategy.
A Sudani spokesman did not respond to requests for comment.
Now, the atmosphere among Framework leaders is "confusion and hesitation," said one of the participants in the Saturday meeting.
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Today's WorldView
The world recoils at Trump's 'paramilitary' force 
The havoc wrought by the deployment of federal immigration enforcement in the U.S. has wrought unflattering comparisons abroad to unaccountable paramilitary forces.

People gather around a makeshift memorial at the site where a man was fatally shot by federal agents trying to detain him, in Minneapolis on Jan. 24. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Ishaan Tharoor | 2026-01-30
In the United States, the backlash to President Donald Trump's anti-immigration drive is in full swing. A major funding package in the Senate failed to pass a procedural vote· Thursday, amid attempts by Democrats to rein in Trump's deployment of federal immigration enforcement to the streets of U.S. cities. The separate killings of two Americans monitoring the activities of  federal agents in Minneapolis this month sparked a wave of anger that has forced the White House to at least consider recalibrating its campaign for mass deportations.
Outside the U.S., the perceived havoc wrought by federal agents has also left its mark. This week, Giuseppe Sala, mayor of Milan, spoke out against the expected arrival of Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents as part of a routine deployment of U.S. personnel to the Winter Olympics in Italy. "I'm sure that the Milanese are unhappy with having this sort of militia" here, "which kills people in the U.S., entering houses without permission," Sala told my colleagues, referring to recent events in Minneapolis. Of the Italian government, he asked: "Is it possible that you could say 'no' once to Mr. Trump? Once! Quite simply."
On Tuesday, the Ecuadorian foreign ministry filed a formal protest with the U.S. in the wake of an ICE agent trying to enter Ecuador's consulate in Minneapolis without permission -- a violation of principles of sovereignty accorded to foreign missions and embassies by the Vienna Convention. The condemnation was conspicuous given the close ties between Ecuador's right-wing President Daniel Noboa and the Trump White House.
Meanwhile in Germany, the country's foreign office put out a travel advisory against going to parts of the United States. "In Minneapolis and other cities, demonstrations sometimes lead to violent clashes with the migration and security authorities," the alert reads, advising Germans to "be vigilant and stay away from crowds where violence might occur."
And in France, authorities are putting pressure on French tech company Capgemini to publicize information about its U.S. subsidiary's dealings with ICE amid public outrage. "I urge Capgemini to shed light, in an extremely transparent manner, on its activities, on this policy, and undoubtedly to question the nature of these activities," finance minister Roland Lescure told French parliament on Tuesday evening.

Officer removes gun from Pretti's waist


ICE and other agencies within the Department of Homeland Security have been the recipients of vast increases in funding by the Trump administration. ICE's current budget alone is larger than the annual military expenditures of most armies in Europe. In ICE's sweeping recruitment drives and spending spree on an array of cutting-edge technologies·, analysts see the expansion of a new "paramilitary" force more aligned with the political dispensation in Washington -- with grim implications for the rule of law in the United States.
"The current administration has transformed [ICE] into a force that occupies the streets," noted an editorial in leading Spanish daily El Pais. "No one knows how far the tension might escalate in a country with hundreds of millions of firearms in private hands that transcend ideology. Public safety is not a marketing tool at Trump's disposal. In Minneapolis, a sinister path has been opened for American democracy."
"An extensive body of research shows that more militarized forms of policing are associated with higher rates of police violence and rights violations, without reducing crime or improving officer safety," observed Erica De Bruin, a political scientist who studies civil-military relations around the world. She called out the ways "in which federal immigration forces in the United States resemble informal paramilitaries in other countries -- operating with less effective oversight, less competent recruits and increasingly entrenched partisan identity."
In its cover story this week on the excesses of ICE, the Economist pointed to three "warning signs" of states giving way to "paramilitarism": "One is when governments start to rely on armed force as a first resort, rather than the last. Another is when internal disciplinary mechanisms cease to function properly," noted the British publication. "A final red flag is when forces looking for bad guys treat local civilians 'as support networks of the enemy,' perhaps because polarizing politicians describe them as such."
Trump officials balk at criticism of their actions, and have cast descriptions put forward by Democratic lawmakers and activists of ICE as a modern-day "Gestapo" as endangering U.S. federal officers. But viewed from afar, the developments in the U.S. seem familiar. "You have your own Interior Ministry," an Arab business executive told me on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, last week.
They were gesturing to the all-powerful policing apparatuses that exist in other countries, especially autocracies where strongmen leaders lean on security forces distinct from the army to consolidate control and suppress dissent. During the upheavals of the Arab Spring more than a decade ago, for example, it was the notorious Interior Ministry of Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak that was the focal point of popular rage.
The American founders had little interest in the creation of a similar authority in what was initially conceived as a loose confederation of former colonies. It was the attacks of 9/11 that prompted to the creation of DHS and, subsequently, ICE, which is one of the newest paramilitary forces to emerge in a modern Western democracy.
"The Department of Homeland Security has, in effect, become a tool of a dictator, our Ministry of Interior," wrote Steven Cash, a former national security official with stints at the CIA and DHS.
"Its sprawling law-enforcement elements have been remade into a paramilitary force: heavily armed, lightly restrained, and increasingly insulated from meaningful oversight," he added. "Immigration enforcement, in particular, has been transformed from a regulatory and investigative function into a domestic security apparatus operating in American communities with a posture that looks far less like civilian law enforcement and far more like internal security services abroad."
Sign up to receive WorldView, a free, thrice-weekly email newsletter from the international desk of The Washington Post.
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National Security
Trump tightens screws on Cuba, threatening tariffs on oil suppliers 
A new executive order declares that Havana constitutes a "national emergency," allowing Trump to levy tariffs on any country that delivers oil to Cuba.  

Drivers wait in line to refuel at a gas station in Havana on Jan. 28. (Yamil Lage / AFP via Getty Images)


By Karen DeYoung | 2026-01-30
President Donald Trump on Thursday signed an executive order declaring Cuba an "unusual and extraordinary threat" to U.S. national security and said he would impose tariffs on all U.S. imports from any country that supplies the island nation with oil.
Declaring a national emergency, Trump charged that Havana's communist government "aligns itself -- and provides support to numerous hostile countries, transnational terrorist groups and malign actors adverse to the United States," including Russia, China and Iran, provides "defense, intelligence and security assistance to adversaries in the Western Hemisphere" and violates the human rights of its citizens.
The order comes as the administration turns its attention to Cuba on the heels of a lightning military raid early this month that captured Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro. Subsequently, the Trump administration took control of Venezuela's oil exports and blocked deliveries to Cuba, which has long relied on petroleum imports from its ideological ally in Caracas.
Cuba "will be failing pretty soon," Trump told reporters Tuesday during a visit to Iowa. "They got their oil from Venezuela. They're not getting that anymore."
Mexico, which has also supplied oil to Cuba, canceled its latest scheduled delivery this month under U.S. pressure. Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum, who is due to renegotiate a free-trade pact with the United States and Canada this year, said her government had made a "sovereign decision" to temporarily stop oil shipments to Cuba.
The Cuban government did not immediately respond to Trump's order, which was posted early Thursday evening on the White House website without announcement. In a social media post earlier in the day attempting to rally Latin American and Caribbean neighbors, Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez said that "the peace, security and stability of Our America are in danger" and denounced the administration for imposing "peace through force."
In a Wednesday news conference in Miami, Cuban American Rep. Carlos A. Gimenez (R-Florida) thanked Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio for pushing Cuba to the brink of deprivation. He said he had asked Trump to ban U.S.-Cuba remittances and flights to the island.
Rubio, a Cuban American who was active in southern Florida politics and served 14 years as a senator from Florida before resigning to join the Trump administration, has long urged a tough line toward Havana.
Asked in an appearance before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Wednesday if he would rule out forcing "regime change" there, Rubio made no apologies. "I think we would like to see that regime change," he said.
"That doesn't mean that we're going to make a change," he said, "but we would love to see a change. There's no doubt about the fact that it would be of great benefit to the United States if Cuba was no longer governed by an autocratic regime."
Cuba produces little oil on its own and has long depended on Venezuelan supplies, for which it has exchanged security and medical personnel with Venezuela under Maduro and his predecessor, Hugo Chavez. Last year, imports averaged 37,000 barrels per day, the bulk of which came from Venezuela.
By one estimate, Cuba now has only 15-20 days of oil left, according to the Financial Times. Frequent island-wide blackouts are common, and basic human services, such as drinking water, are in danger of drying up.
Both China and Russia have maintained tight ties with Cuba and have been diplomatically supportive, although the Chinese have reportedly advised the government to move away from its ultra-centralized economy. Moscow signed a new defense cooperation pact with Havana last fall and pledged $1 billion in investment over the next five years as it tries to retain a foothold in the hemisphere.
With Trump and Rubio determined to choke off supplies and a fleet of Navy and Coast Guard ships in the Caribbean since last summer for operations against Venezuela -- initially to stop alleged drug smuggling by sea -- the administration had considered imposing an oil blockade against Cuba. The Trump administration has to date seized seven sanctioned oil tankers carrying Venezuelan crude, though blockading legitimate shipments to Cuba could be considered a violation of international law, experts say.
Asked immediately after Maduro was brought to the U.S. to face charges of corruption and drug trafficking, Trump said he didn't think any additional action against Cuba was needed, since without oil from Venezuela, "Cuba looks like its ready to fall."
According to the executive order, Trump will determine which nations should be subjected to tariffs, at what level, based on reports from the Commerce and State departments.
A White House fact sheet posted with the order said: "The President may modify the Order if Cuba or affected countries take significant steps to address the threat or align with U.S. national security and foreign policy objectives."
The island has been under a strict U.S. embargo since shortly after revolutionary leader Fidel Castro took power in 1959. Aside from an economic uptick during the Obama administration, when the resumption of diplomatic relations between Washington and Havana led to increased tourism and slender openings for private ownership and outside investment, the Cuban economy has never really recovered from the sharp curtailment of aid that began with the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union.
Trump imposed additional sanctions during his first term, some but not all of which were lifted during the Biden administration. He twice reimposed a designation of Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism that both Obama and Biden had removed, and last year he limited remittances, commercial flights and cruise ships in a deep blow to the already struggling economy.
Cuba's population of 11 million is estimated to have dropped by at least a tenth in recent years, as migrants have left the country for both economic and political reasons. Havana has had regular cooperation with the U.S. Coast Guard to apprehend and return migrants at sea and accepted monthly deportation flights until recently, when the administration canceled all talks with the Cuban government.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/01/29/cuba-trump-rubio-oil-executive-order/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Americas
Trump administration eases barriers for U.S. firms to sell Venezuelan oil
The Treasury Department announced a general license authorizing U.S. firms to trade Venezuelan oil after Caracas approved a law to improve terms for foreign investors.

A view of an oil refinery in Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, on Jan. 22. (Gaby Oraa/Reuters)


By Ana Vanessa Herrero, Samantha Schmidt | 2026-01-30
CARACAS, Venezuela -- The Trump administration lifted a key barrier to U.S. firms seeking to trade Venezuelan oil on Thursday, easing some sanctions shortly after the socialist government here passed legislation to improve opportunities for foreign investors.
The Treasury Department, which previously required U.S. firms to apply for limited individual exemptions from sanctions to work with Venezuela's state-run oil company, announced a general license permitting U.S. companies to buy, sell, transport and refine Venezuelan oil, among other activities.
The steps came weeks after U.S. forces captured President Nicolas Maduro and President Donald Trump said he would work with Maduro's vice president, Delcy Rodriguez, to exploit the world's largest proven oil reserves.
The limited general license does not explicitly allow for the production of Venezuelan oil or new investment in the country, said Francisco Rodriguez, a Venezuelan economist at the University of Denver. It appears to be aimed at oil traders, allowing any firms that wish to sell or resell Venezuelan oil to do so without a specific license.
In early January, the Trump administration granted confidential licenses to Vitol and Trafigura, two global trading houses that had been prosecuted for bribery schemes involving oil sales elsewhere, court records show·.
For companies looking to produce oil in the country, the U.S. government appears to be continuing the so-called "Chevron model," requiring specific licenses similar to the one granted last year to the U.S. energy giant Chevron.
The license does not prohibit the Venezuelan government from receiving taxes and royalties from companies operating in the country, noted Geoff Ramsey, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council. "It's not necessarily true that the Venezuelan government will get no proceeds directly from Venezuelan oil sales," Ramsey said.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said the United States will manage how Caracas spends its oil profits. Rubio told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that U.S. officials were establishing a procedure to audit that spending. They had already released an initial $300 million in funding for government workers, he said, while holding $200 million in a Qatari bank account.
The government of Delcy Rodriguez will submit a "budget" to the Trump administration every month, Rubio said.
Questions remain about how that fund will be managed and what the relationship between the two governments will look like.
"It's difficult for me to envision Delcy Rodriguez submitting a detailed budget to the White House every month for approval," Ramsey said. "At the end of the day, this is not a government that is known to simply roll over and go along with whatever Washington says."
Trump on Thursday also signed an executive order that would impose tariffs on goods from countries that supply oil to Cuba.

Venezuelan oil workers demonstrate Thursday in support of overhauling the country's main oil law and the release of ousted president Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, in Caracas. (Gaby Oraa/Reuters)


Just before the Treasury Department released the general license, Venezuela's National Assembly, controlled by Rodriguez's government and under pressure from Washington, voted unanimously to overhaul the government's oil industry law. The legislation "completely tears apart the [Hugo] Chavez model of the oil sector," said Francisco Monaldi, director of the Latin America Energy Program at Rice University.
The legislation allows for a broad opening to private investment, reducing the taxes and royalties companies must pay the Venezuelan government. It opens the door for private investors to sign much more attractive contracts, with clauses allowing for international arbitration.
"In reality, it's everything that foreign investors could have wanted, in the sense that now they can almost negotiate the kind of contract they want," Monaldi said. "It's incredible that something so broad was approved."
But before they may contracts authorized by the new law, companies must still obtain U.S. licenses.
While the law was being discussed, supporters of the Venezuelan government demonstrated in the streets of Caracas "to defend the oil industry" and support the new law. A few months ago, demonstrations demanded the opposite -- that the U.S. stay away from Venezuelan oil and other resources.

Venezuela's interim president, Delcy Rodriguez, holds legislation overhauling the nation's oil laws Thursday in Caracas. (Pedro Mattey/AFP/Getty Images)


"Today is a historic day for our republic," National Assembly President Jorge Rodriguez, Delcy's brother, said after the vote. "The goal of this law is for us to stop saying that we are the main reserve and start saying that we are the main producers."
The law, he said, maintains "the principles of sovereignty and the principles of independence established in the constitution."
Schmidt reported from Mexico City.
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Europe
Russia's top diplomat rejects key part of deal to end war with Ukraine
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov dismisses security guarantees demanded by Ukraine for any deal, once again saying the current regime in Kyiv should end.

A Ukrainian service member stands atop a tank at a frontline position in the Donetsk region Monday while he awaits a mission. (Serhii Korovainyi/Reuters)


By David   Stern, Lizzie Johnson, Anastacia Galouchka | 2026-01-29
KYIV -- Despite optimistic pronouncements from President Donald Trump and other U.S. officials about imminent results in efforts to resolve the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Moscow's top diplomat on Thursday rejected a central condition of the proposed deal.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov dismissed a bilateral security agreement between the United States and Ukraine -- a key condition Kyiv that officials say is needed for them to sign any deal -- saying "that such security guarantees are unlikely to ensure lasting peace."
The minister's statement threw  into doubt the fundamental basis of ongoing talks, namely that Ukraine will trust a peace agreement with Russia if its security is guaranteed by the United States.
Details of the security agreement are not known, but Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said  this week that the U.S.-provided guarantees were "100 percent ready" for signing. Meanwhile, Secretary of State Marco Rubio told a Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing Wednesday that "you could argue" that the guarantees "are agreed to from our side of the equation."
Lavrov told journalists in Moscow that he did not know the specifics of the agreement, but he said that "apparently, these are guarantees for the very Ukrainian regime that pursues a Russophobic, neo-Nazi policy."
Russia justified its brutal invasion of Ukraine four years ago, in part, by fabricating reports of attacks on a Russian-speaking population in eastern Ukraine and claiming falsely that Ukraine was led by a regime following a Nazi ideology.
"If the goal is to preserve this regime in some part of the territory of former Ukraine and continue to use this regime as a springboard for creating threats to the Russian Federation," then there would be no peace in the future, Lavrov said in his remarks.
In the past, Moscow has insisted that it must be part of any security framework for Ukraine -- potentially giving it a veto over any response to Russian violations.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, speaks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov during a meeting in Moscow on Jan. 22. (Ramil Sitdikov/Pool/Reuters/AP)


As U.S.-brokered peace talks to resolve the conflict in Ukraine are set to resume  in the coming days in Abu Dhabi, Lavrov's remarks were a stark reminder that significant hurdles are blocking, and may eventually doom, a final settlement -- not the least of these being Russia's  stance toward an independent Ukraine.
Despite those hurdles, Trump remarked Thursday that he had personally asked Russian President Vladimir Putin "not to fire into Kyiv and the various towns for a week, and he agreed to do that."
Zelensky responded to Trump's comments on social media, thanking him  and saying that he expected the agreement to be implemented. "De-escalation steps contribute to real progress toward ending the war," Zelensky added.
In addition to security guarantees, the issue of territory is also hindering the talks, officials say.
U.S., Ukrainian and Russian officials have made no secret that the main sticking point is the fate of Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region. The Kremlin insists that the whole region should be given to Russia as part of a final settlement -- citing what it calls a "formula" reached with Trump during a summit in Alaska -- despite its inability after nearly four years of fighting to seize the final, heavily fortified portion of the region.
The issue of Donetsk is "still a bridge we have to cross. It's still a gap," Rubio told the Senate. "But at least we've been able to narrow down the issue set to one central one, and it will probably be a very difficult one."
But for the Ukrainians, any territorial concessions must also come with ironclad security guarantees, to dissuade Russia from resuming hostilities in the future. Foremost in Kyiv officials' minds is the failure of the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, which stipulated that Moscow would respect Ukraine's sovereignty in exchange for Kyiv giving up its nuclear weapons.
Then more than a decade ago, Ukrainians and Russians sat down for negotiations in Minsk, Belarus, to end an insurgency in eastern Ukraine that was supplied, backed and directed by Moscow. Security guarantees for Ukraine were again on the agenda but never resolved.
For the Ukrainians, the issue is not only what is being promised, but also the timing of the agreement. Zelensky and other top Ukrainian officials say they need to have the guarantees signed before they embark on any territorial concessions.
A Western diplomat, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, characterized the impasse over signing security guarantees as a "sequencing issue."
"From the American side, they don't want to sign this unless everything is agreed on the other aspects, including the territories, which of course is not agreed," the diplomat said. "But it's a bit of a chicken-and-egg issue. The territories can only be dealt with at the highest levels, and then you need Putin and Zelensky involved. We are turning around that."
Zelensky understands that for Ukrainians, a peace plan is impossible without security guarantees, said Mykola Bielieskov, a research fellow at the Ukrainian National Institute for Strategic Studies.
"Without any meaningful commitment out of the U.S., Zelensky won't be able to sell a deal to Ukrainian society," he said.
Putin hopes to force Zelensky to withdraw Ukrainian troops from the area in Donetsk that Ukraine still controls. Western analysts estimate that more than a million Russian soldiers have been killed, wounded or gone missing in the conflict, and that Moscow lacks the personnel  and resources to conquer Donetsk before mid-2027.
"If we do not agree, he will tell Trump, 'I was ready for peace, for a compromise, and Ukraine refused,'" said Oleksandr Merezhko, chairman of the Ukrainian parliament's foreign affairs committee. "If we agree, it will undermine our stability and unity."
"So Putin is trying to put us on a stretcher with the help of Trump," he added.
A breakthrough in the discussions needs to involve talks among the leaders -- otherwise, the Western diplomat said, the negotiators risk going "on and on in circles because these decisions can only be taken by the heads."
It is precisely the lack of high-level officials in the Abu Dhabi talks that show they aren't serious, said European Union foreign policy head Kaja Kallas, noting that the Russian delegation consisted of military and intelligence officials.
The military officials "do not have a mandate to agree on anything, which means that they are definitely not serious about peace," she said ahead of a meeting of the E.U.'s Foreign Affairs Council on Thursday.
"It is the opposite," she said. "They are bombing Ukrainians, trying to bomb and freeze them to surrender."
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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National Security
Trump weighs imminent Iran strikes, but what's the mission?
Trump has sent an "armada" to threaten Iran, but the president's rationale for a possible military strike keeps changing. 

President Donald Trump waves as he walks across the South Lawn after arriving at the White House on Tuesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Karen DeYoung | 2026-01-30
On the second day of January, as anti-government protests spread across Iran and there were early reports of demonstrators killed by Iranian security forces, President Donald Trump pledged to come to their rescue. "We are locked and loaded and ready to go," he wrote on social media.
Less than two weeks later, as both the protests and the deaths had increased exponentially, Trump called on the demonstrators to "KEEP PROTESTING -- TAKE OVER YOUR INSTITUTIONS," and pledged that "HELP IS ON THE WAY."
The promise to aid civilians suffering massive human rights abuses seemed a classic exercise of the Responsibility to Protect, the commitment undertaken unanimously by world governments, including the United States, at the United Nations more than a quarter-century ago and occasionally cited by previous U.S. presidents since then as a justification for far-flung military action.
Such reasoning seemed out of political character for Trump, who promised an "America First" foreign policy that would end overseas entanglements and the historic U.S. role as international policeman and defender of democracy. Trump's second-term military strikes in Yemen, Nigeria and elsewhere, as well as threats to use force in places such as Greenland and Colombia, have sparked rumblings among his backers of creeping neoconservatism and ill-fated U.S. interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Trump backed away from striking Iran after hearing the concerns of foreign allies and military advisers who feared a less than adequate U.S. military presence in the region to repel Tehran's potential response. But he dispatched the Abraham Lincoln carrier strike group, sophisticated surveillance aircraft and other military assets to the Middle East, even as the countrywide protests that left thousands of Iranians dead had largely stopped by the time the carrier group arrived in the region this week.
The "massive Armada," he said in a Truth Social post Wednesday, is "ready, willing, and able to rapidly fulfill its mission, with speed and violence, if necessary."
What that mission is now remains unclear.
Trump's statement made no mention of anti-government protests. The fleet was even larger than the one he had sent to the waters around Venezuela, he said, where the U.S. military has blown up boats allegedly smuggling drugs, seized oil tankers and earlier this month removed that country's strongman, Nicolas Maduro, while leaving the rest of its governing structure intact.
In the same post, Trump demanded that Iran make a deal to give up its nuclear program or face a "far worse" attack than it endured with the summer's U.S. strikes against its nuclear facilities.
"Now that the [Iran] protests have died out, he wouldn't be saying, 'I'm intervening to stop the killing,'" said Charles Kupchan, professor of international affairs at Georgetown University and a senior director on the National Security Council staff during the Obama administration. "He may be contemplating going after regime targets."
"Trump feels like he's on a roll," Kupchan said, citing a drift from "neo-isolationism to neo-imperialism" over the past year. "He feels emboldened by the assertive use of U.S. military power, and he's looking for the next win."
The White House did not respond to questions about the current mission of U.S. deployments around Iran.
In Wednesday testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Secretary of State Marco Rubio offered another rationale for the military buildup, saying it was to "preemptively prevent" an Iranian attack on tens of thousands of U.S. service members who for years have been stationed at bases in Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Middle East.
"I hope it doesn't come to that," Rubio said. "But that's what I think what you're seeing now, is the ability to posture assets in the region to defend against what could be an Iranian threat against our personnel."
Rubio also warned that the protests could start again and agreed with U.S. intelligence assessments that the Islamic regime, beset with economic collapse and dissatisfaction, was "probably weaker than it has ever been."
Democrats at the hearing lambasted the administration for what Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (New Hampshire) called its "gap between rhetoric and reality in how this administration deals with other authoritarian regimes."
"At a time when Iran is violently cracking down on protests, the U.S. is coming to agreements to deport Iranians in this country back to Iran," with at least three flights having recently departed. "People who will face persecution and interrogation by Iranian security forces," Shaheen said. "President Trump told the Iranian people that help was on the way, yet the United States has largely stood on the sidelines as the situation deteriorated."
While protests across Iran's major cities appear to have been squelched for now, the multitude of economic problems and other difficulties that precipitated them remain and the situation could again explode, according to people familiar with the U.S. intelligence reports who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal assessments.
One possible flash point may come on Sunday, the anniversary of the 1979 return to Iran from exile of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the Islamic Republic's founder, which precipitated the fall of the U.S.-backed monarchy led by the Shah.
Iranian officials have acknowledged that the protests were sparked by economic problems but argued that foreign-controlled "terrorists" turned peaceful demonstrations into violence and widespread property destruction. Tehran also publicly denied Trump's claim earlier this month that it had agreed to stop planned executions of what the U.S. president said were 800 Iranians sentenced to hanging as the demonstrations wound down.
The regime has given no indication it is planning to preemptively attack U.S. forces, although it has promised to respond aggressively if the U.S. or Israel strikes first. "Our brave Armed Forces are prepared -- with their fingers on the trigger -- to immediately and powerfully respond to ANY aggression against," Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said Thursday in a social media post.
In the meantime, Iran has rushed to enlist diplomatic support from neighbors who fear a U.S. attack and resulting retaliation would bring chaos to the region. Both Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates said this week they would not allow their territory or airspace to be used for a strike on Iran.
A statement Wednesday from Qatar's Foreign Ministry said that Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani had spoken with Ali Larijani, the head of Iran's national security council and a close aide to Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, about "cooperation relations between the two countries and ways to support and enhance them."
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty held separate phone conversations this week with Araghchi and U.S. Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff, a statement from the ministry in Cairo said. It said the talks focused on "the urgent need to intensify efforts aimed at reducing tensions and preventing the region from sliding further into instability."
Araghchi plans to travel Friday to Turkey for a meeting with his Turkish counterpart.
In a Monday interview with Axios, Trump said that Tehran had reached out on "numerous occasions" and wanted "to make a deal." U.S. officials have said Washington's terms are that Iran stop uranium enrichment program and turn over any already-enriched material, curtail missile production, and stop support for regional proxy groups in Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere.
Araghchi said Wednesday that he had not been contacted recently by Witkoff about resuming the nuclear dialogue that ended with the U.S. and Israeli airstrikes over the summer and that there has been no request for negotiations from either side, according to reports in Iranian media.
Meanwhile, the U.S. naval buildup in the Middle East has continued, with the Abraham Lincoln and three escort warships arriving in the North Arabian Sea, a defense official said Thursday, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue.
The strike group includes the destroyers USS Frank E. Petersen Jr., USS Spruance and USS Michael Murphy, each carrying dozens of Tomahawk missiles and air defenses.
Another U.S. destroyer, the USS Delbert D. Black -- deployed from Naval Station Mayport in Florida -- also has arrived in the region and was in the Red Sea on Thursday, the official said. Others were positioned near the Strait of Hormuz and the eastern Mediterranean, a second official said. Additional U.S. military assets, including land-based air defenses, are expected to flow into the region, officials have said.
Asked about the U.S. military buildup, Araghchi said that while threats and diplomacy have often gone hand in hand in international affairs, the U.S. must abandon exaggerations and what he described as irrational demands if it genuinely seeks negotiations.
In a post on X following Trump's Truth Social comment, the Iranian mission to the U.N. said that the "last time the U.S. blundered into wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, it squandered over $7 trillion and lost more than 7,000 American lives." If pushed, it said, "IRAN WILL DEFEND ITSELF AND RESPOND LIKE NEVER BEFORE."
Dan Lamothe, Warren Strobel, Noah Robertson and John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Asia
South Korea's former first lady jailed for bribery ahead of husband's verdict
Kim Keon Hee, the wife of former president Yoon Suk Yeol, was handed a 20-month sentence in a country where high-level prosecutions have become standard fare.

South Korea's former first lady, Kim Keon Hee, wife of former president Yoon Suk Yeol, arrives at a court hearing in Seoul on Aug. 12. (Jung Yeon-je/AFP/Pool/AP)


By Sammy Westfall | 2026-01-29
South Korea's former first lady and her husband sit in separate cells. But their fall from the Blue House to the cell block is notable in part because it does not entirely stand out: Since South Korea's transition to democracy less than 40 years ago, high-level prosecutions have become something of a norm.
The former president's wife, Kim Keon Hee, was sentenced Wednesday to one year and eight months in prison for accepting a Chanel handbag, tea and a diamond necklace from an influential church, in what the court found amounted to bribery. She apologized but did not admit to the full accusations. She's been detained since August.
Her husband, Yoon Suk Yeol, is awaiting a verdict on rebellion charges for which prosecutors are seeking a death sentence, over his ill-fated attempt to impose martial law in December 2024. He went on to be impeached and removed from office. While the death penalty remains on the books in South Korea, the country has not carried out an execution since 1997.
In South Korea, high-ranking officials are not immune to legal punishment.
Chun Doo-hwan, who ruled as a military dictator in the 1980s, was tried and convicted in the 1990s, after the transition to democracy, for taking power in a coup, among other charges. He would later receive a pardon. His successor, Roh Tae-woo, was also convicted -- for charges connected to the coup, violent suppression of dissent and corruption. He, too, would be pardoned. Lee Myung-bak, president from 2008 to 2013, was convicted and imprisoned on corruption charges in 2018 and pardoned by Yoon. Park Geun-hye, president from 2013 to 2017, was imprisoned the following year on charges including corruption and pardoned in 2021. Roh Moo-hyun, president from 2003 to 2008, died by suicide in 2009 amid a bribery investigation in which charges had not been filed.
In South Korea, prosecutors wield enormous power. Several prosecutors have risen up to become president -- including Yoon himself, who gained popularity as the country's chief prosecutor by pursuing the case against Park.
"By going after top leaders, prosecutors got a lot of public support," said Gi-Wook Shin, a professor of sociology studying contemporary Korea at Stanford University. "Even very powerful people, they have to be careful."
South Korea last year carried out a major prosecutorial overhaul, abolishing its nearly eight-decade-old Prosecutors' Office -- which used to have the power to both investigate and indict -- and redistributing those roles into two separate institutions.
Kim, Yoon's wife, was found guilty on two counts of receiving luxury items as bribes from the Unification Church, an influential Christian religious movement. She was acquitted of other charges, including an alleged stock manipulation scheme from before she was married to Yoon and accusations of illegally obtaining public opinion polling data. Prosecutors had sought a 15-year prison term for the three charges.
"The defendant misused her position as a means to seek profit," the Seoul Central District Court found. "One can maintain a humble dignity without surrounding oneself with valuable offerings."
"I humbly accept the court's stern words today and will not regard them lightly," the former first lady said in a statement. "Once again, I am sorry to everyone for having caused concern."
Prosecutors criticized the verdict as "insufficient" and plan to appeal the ruling.
Meanwhile, Yoon is still awaiting a verdict over his failed martial law bid. On Jan. 16, he was sentenced to five years in prison on charges including obstruction of attempts to arrest him and fabrication of official documents.
The insurrection ruling is expected next month. If found guilty, there are only a few sentencing options: life imprisonment, with compulsory labor and without, and death.
Jintak Han contributed to this report.
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Asia
Japan's Sanae Takaichi is proving a surprisingly popular prime minister
The unconventional leader -- for starters, she's a woman -- has called an early election for Feb. 8 in an effort to win a broad public mandate for change.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi arrives at the parliament hall in Tokyo on Friday. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


By Michelle Lee, Chie Tanaka | 2026-01-29
TOKYO -- Miho Kubota is a superfan of Japan's newest and first female prime minister, Sanae Takaichi. So much so that the 28-year-old recently traveled four hours to visit Takaichi's hometown, eat a Takaichi-themed lunch, check out the 1991 Toyota Supra that Takaichi drove in her 30s, and return home with a swag bag full of Takaichi-themed souvenirs.
"I have never seen a leader like this before," said Kubota, who now obsessively watches Takaichi's parliamentary hearings and news conferences. "To me, she's a prime minister that we can feel proud of on the world stage."
Once a long-shot fringe candidate, Takaichi, 64, has enjoyed an unusually long honeymoon period since taking office in October -- thanks in large part to support from younger Japanese like Kubota, who are drawn to the novelty of a female prime minister and find Takaichi's unconventional leadership style a refreshing change.
In just three months, Takaichi has gained a reputation as a workaholic for the Japanese people and a decisive leader set on upending the status quo that voters are tired of -- and who seems to have fun in the job, too.

The Nara Royal Hotel in Takaichi's hometown of Nara in western Japan sells Takaichi-themed lunches incorporating her favorite foods, including croquettes, pork buns and cod roe rice. The hotel has sold as many as 800 meals since December and the special will run through the end of February. (Miho Kubota)


Takaichi's cabinet has sustained high approval ratings not seen in nearly 15 years, so she is betting she can capitalize on that momentum. Her own approval rating reached 75 percent  in December, according to the Japanese newspaper Nikkei.
This month, she dissolved the lower house of parliament -- the more powerful chamber -- and called an early election for Feb. 8. After winning the leadership in an internal party vote, she is now seeking a broader public mandate.
"It's a golden opportunity to give steel to her backbone to make her more of a leader," said Tomohiko Taniguchi, former special adviser to Takaichi's mentor, the late prime minister Shinzo Abe.
But it's unclear whether the fandom will result in votes for her Liberal Democratic Party, which has been in dire shape following a series of scandals. Without a decisive victory, her future as prime minister will be on the line.
"Takaichi is taking a very high-risk move," said Jun Iio, political science professor at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. "The biggest risk is believing they can win simply because approval ratings are high, even though it's unclear whether a truly winning electoral structure is in place."
The prime minister has reasons to be hopeful.

Miho Kubota, a 28-year-old superfan, holds a Takaichi figurine while visiting the Marriott Hotel in Nara, where Takaichi held a summit with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung earlier this month. Kubota traveled more than four hours to get to Nara. (Miho Kubota)


The overwhelming early support has spawned a new phenomenon, "Sana-katsu" -- a concept similar to stans -- from those who admire her style, work ethic, directness and personal story.
The simple black handbag she carries in between meetings became a symbol of elegant practicality, and is now on back order through the end of October, according to the manufacturer. Sales have surged for a light-pink ballpoint pen she was seen using to take notes during a news conference.
One day late last year, she held a 3 a.m. prep meeting with her aides for a 9 a.m. parliamentary session -- which initially drew backlash in a country known for its deadly culture of overwork, but cemented her image as a dedicated public servant.
That reputation came under a spotlight when Takaichi's pledge during a speech following her election to "work, work, work, work and work" for her country was named catchphrase  of the year in 2025.
"I think it's amazing how hard she works -- like, really amazing," said Aoi Suzuki, 19, who plans to vote for the LDP in her first national election next month because of her support for Takaichi.
And supporters appreciated Takaichi's candor  when she made an unusually blunt statement about a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan that sent Japan's relationship with Beijing into a free fall.

People listen to a speech by Takaichi during an election campaign rally Tuesday in the Akihabara area of Tokyo. Official campaigning for the Feb. 8 general election for the House of Representatives has begun. (Tomohiro Ohsumi/Getty Images)


Bureaucrats cringed and business leaders panicked, but people like Ryoya Ono, 23, saw the kind of straight talk they've come to like about Takaichi: "I don't really get the impression that she's the type who just says, 'we'll consider it' and leaves it at that. ... She doesn't try to keep things vague."
They see a stark change from her two predecessors, one known for his academic speaking style and the other for repeated use of the phrase "We will consider the matter."
Takaichi's approval ratings remained high after her Taiwan comment despite the diplomatic crisis it caused.
Her diplomatic flair has also caught attention.
Supporters went wild this month when Takaichi -- who was once a drummer in a heavy metal band -- played the drums with South Korean President Lee Jae Myung and took selfies with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, a fellow right-wing female leader.
"Her diplomacy is so fun to watch, it's seriously the best," one fan commented on X. "And those selfie moments? It's basically just a girls' hangout. So cute."

Visitors look at souvenir items featuring Takaichi at a shop near the venue of the Japan-South Korea summit meeting in Nara, Takaichi's hometown, on Jan. 13. (Eugene Hoshiko/AP)


Takaichi, who is the first politician in her working-class family, bucks the trend in a country whose politics is filled with male "nepo babies" who inherited their constituencies from their fathers and grandfathers.
That fact, coupled with her gender, has resonated with many who are tired of a political culture dominated by elite bureaucrats and party elders, said Misako Iwamoto, a women's studies and political science expert  at Mie University. This is the case even though Takaichi has not been particularly supportive of pro-women policies, Iwamoto said.
"She is seen a symbol of breaking through in 'seniority-based Japan' or 'hereditary Japan,' where family background determines everything," Iwamoto said. "She also helps vent the pent-up frustration of young women who are constrained by a male-dominated society."
Iwamoto likened Takaichi to Junichiro Koizumi, a charismatic prime minister from 2001 to 2006 who promised to break the mold of old-school politics. At the height of his popularity, his party sold Koizumi dolls, badges and other items that sold widely, especially among younger women.
But steep challenges remain for the LDP.

Takaichi, center, waves as she leaves an election campaign rally in the Akihabara area of Tokyo on Tuesday. (Tomohiro Ohsumi/Getty Images)


The party, which has been almost continuously in power since its founding in 1955, is struggling to maintain its primacy.
Last year, the LDP-led coalition lost its majority in both parliamentary chambers. Its longtime coalition partner separated from the LDP after Takaichi's election and formed an alliance with the main opposition party. A new far-right party threatens to splinter Takaichi's core conservative base.
With prolonged economic stagnation under LDP's leadership, voters have been rejecting the party en masse. "Japan is in the middle of a collapse of old-school politics," said Iio, the political science professor. That's the style of politics the LDP has excelled in -- and Takaichi is popular precisely because she's so different from that bygone style, he said.
"It took more than 30 years for me to finally become prime minister. Now, I may be able to do work that I could not do before," Takaichi said in a campaign speech this week. "Now is when the real battle begins," she said, vowing to restore Japan's economy and protect the nation's borders after winning a mandate from the electorate.
Takaichi has pledged to step down if her party loses the election. She must convert her popularity into turnout, said Taniguchi, the former adviser to Abe.
"She is prime minister, chief campaign manager and chief brand manager. She's everything," and the responsibility weighs heavily on her, Taniguchi said.
"Conversely, if she wins this election with a sizable majority, then she could build her leadership and recognition very much, in a powerful way," Taniguchi said. "It's high-risk, high-reward."
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Business
Dozens of Saks Off 5th stores to close as Saks maneuvers bankruptcy
The news comes just two weeks after the parent company filed for bankruptcy. Only 12 off-price stores will remain open. 

A Saks Off 5th store in D.C. in 2020. (Kristoffer Tripplaar/Sipa USA/AP)


By Jaclyn Peiser | 2026-01-29
Saks Global, the parent company of Saks Fifth Avenue, Neiman Marcus and Bergdorf Goodman, will close dozens of its Saks Off 5th and Last Call locations as the company maneuvers bankruptcy proceedings, it announced Thursday.
Of the 74 off-price locations, just 12 Off 5th stores will remain open. However, those stores will primarily sell residual inventory from the department stores and not purchase merchandise directly for selling, the company said in a news release.
Customers can redeem gift cards through Feb. 14, and stores will accept exchanges and returns for items bought before Saturday. Shoppers can redeem existing rewards from their store credit cards until March 1.
Meanwhile, markdowns at some of the closing stores will begin Saturday, while others are set to shutter Monday. The website saksoff5th.com -- a separate entity from the brick-and-mortar stores -- is also winding down operations, with sales starting Friday.
The move will better position the company for "long-term growth and value creation," Saks Global chief executive Geoffroy van Raemdonck said in the release. The decision also speaks to the company's plans to "realign our business to better serve our luxury customers and drive full-price selling across our core luxury businesses," he added.
The announcement comes two weeks after Saks Global filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. The department store conglomerate missed a $100 million interest payment on Dec. 30, which was connected to its $2.65 billion acquisition of Neiman Marcus in 2024.
In the days leading up to bankruptcy, Saks had several changeovers in leadership. Chief executive Marc Metrick -- who had spent three decades at the company -- stepped down on Jan. 2, and his successor, Executive Chairman Richard Baker, left the role less than two weeks later.
The remaining 12 Saks Off 5th stores are in New York, Florida, New Jersey, California, Texas and Georgia. The company released a list of closing stores on its website.
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Economy
Here's what would stay open during a partial government shutdown
The federal government is poised to enter a partial shutdown as soon as this week. Here's what services would close and what would still operate.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) speaks to the press on the steps of the U.S. Capitol in October during last year's government shutdown. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Rachel Lerman | 2026-01-30
The federal government is on track to shut down at the end of Friday, as congressional Democrats push for changes to Immigration and Customs Enforcement policies as part of a sweeping funding package.
After several shootings by federal personnel, Democrats say they will not vote to fund the Department of Homeland Security without new accountability measures. But the funding is lumped into one piece of legislation with money for several other Cabinet departments -- so blocking DHS's budget would close those agencies, too.
The whole government closed in October for the longest period in U.S. history as Congress deadlocked over demands from Democrats to extend enhanced health care subsidies, which expired at the end of last year.
This shutdown would be more limited, as six of 12 annual appropriations bills that fund the government have already been signed into law. However, the departments still unfunded make up the bulk of discretionary funding and include some of the largest federal agencies, including the Defense and Health and Human Services departments.

The federal government could shut down if Democrats block a spending bill over ICE funding concerns. The Post's Jacob Bogage talks about what might happen.


Here's what you need to know about the potential shutdown beginning this weekend.
When lawmakers struck a deal to end the last shutdown in November, they set Jan. 30 as the deadline to fully fund the rest of the government.
They were on track to do that at the end of last week. The House passed a $1.2 trillion funding package Thursday, despite concerns from Democrats about ICE's aggressive actions against U.S. citizens and undocumented people without criminal records during immigration enforcement operations around the country, including in Minnesota.
Then federal agents shot and killed 37-year-old intensive care nurse Alex Pretti in Minneapolis on Saturday. Pretti's killing outraged Democrats, who pledged to block funding for Homeland Security, which includes ICE, until Republicans agreed to new accountability measures.
The Homeland Security funding is part of a six-bill package that includes other agencies. Democrats have urged Republicans to separate out the Homeland Security bill to allow the other five bills, which have greater bipartisan support, to pass and avoid a broader shutdown. Republican leaders say they will not do so.
The government is fully funded through Jan. 30, meaning a partial shutdown would begin at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 31. It would continue until Congress passes bills funding all or parts of the shuttered agencies, either by extending funding levels or passing new spending laws.
Last year's shutdown, which stretched from Oct. 1 to Nov. 13, when workers returned, was the longest in the country's history.
Unlike last year's shutdown, this closure would not cover the entire federal government -- only the portions that have not been funded by the six appropriations laws already enacted.
Federal agencies have yet to publish plans regarding which services they expect to remain operating and what would be closed.
The Interior Department is covered by funding that has been approved, so national parks and museums such as the Smithsonian in D.C. should stay open. The Commerce Department, which collects some of the country's economic data, and the Agriculture Department, which provides services such as SNAP, have also been funded.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), the agency at the center of the shutdown controversy, would be prevented from receiving $10 billion proposed in the funding package. But it could continue to operate uninterrupted because the GOP's tax and spending law from last summer, the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, allocated $75 billion to the agency.
The U.S. Postal Service would continue operating; its services are funded through the sale of postage products, mail and packages, and through a line of credit from the treasury.
Social Security payments generally continue during government shutdowns. The Social Security trust fund receives revenue directly through payroll taxes, not appropriations. The same goes for Medicare, the health insurance program for seniors.
Several government agencies are still waiting for funding to be approved, including the Labor Department, which collects significant economic and workforce data; the Department of Homeland Security, which includes the Transportation Security Administration; the State Department; the Department of Housing and Urban Development; and the Transportation Department.
Staff could be furloughed from these agencies or required to work without pay, and services could be slowed or shuttered.
The IRS is also waiting for funding, meaning services could be affected at the beginning of tax filing season. In its planning documents for the October shutdown, the IRS said tax refunds would generally not be paid during the pause and in-person taxpayer assistance centers would be closed.
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Business
Trump officials awarded Venezuela oil-sale contracts to firms tied to bribery
The Trump administration awarded $500 million in contracts for Venezuelan oil sales to two firms with a history of bribery and corruption. 

The Amuay refinery in Los Taques, Venezuela, this month. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


By Anthony Faiola, Evan Halper | 2026-01-29
Two global trading houses that brokered an opaque deal with the Trump administration this month to sell Venezuelan oil were previously prosecuted for bribery schemes involving oil sales elsewhere, court records show, underscoring concerns by anti-corruption experts and lawmakers that the arrangement is vulnerable to abuse.
The administration granted confidential licenses to Vitol and Trafigura in early January to sell Venezuelan oil with little independent oversight. The licenses come a year after the Trump administration gutted the foreign corrupt practices unit of the Justice Department, which brought charges against the two companies and their traders in 2020 and 2024.
The licenses were granted as part of an energy deal the United States pushed Venezuela to accept after ousting its autocratic president, Nicolas Maduro, in a military raid Jan. 3. They allow Vitol and Trafigura to buy tens of millions of barrels of oil in Venezuelan reserves that had been blocked by sanctions from being sold. They also allow the trading houses to trade crude that Venezuela's state oil company or other firms pump while sanctions remain in place. President Donald Trump has said the sales will help stabilize Venezuela's economy and benefit the U.S.
According to public records, a senior trader at Vitol donated $6 million to political committees supporting Trump's 2024 election. Vitol has stressed the donations were made by the individual and not the company.
The bribery schemes were colorful and elaborate, according to court records. They involved code words such as "shoes" and "coffee," shell entities, and fake contracts and invoices with Mexican and Ecuadorian state oil companies in the case of a Vitol trader who was convicted of bribery in 2024, four years after the company paid $135 million in criminal penalties to resolve accusations it bribed officials in Mexico, Ecuador and Brazil. That was not its only run-in with prosecutors.
The other company, Trafigura, had plotted with Brazilian oil company officials to route funds through shell companies and offshore accounts to conceal a bribery scheme that helped net it $61 million in profits, according to a 2024 federal plea agreement in which the company admitted guilt and agreed to fines and forfeitures totaling $126 million. It's one of several past allegations against the company, including a corruption conviction last year in Switzerland on charges of having bribed an Angolan official for oil contracts. The company is appealing.
"Trump is taking advantage of firms that know how to circumvent regulation," said Robert Bachmann, an analyst at Public Eye, a Swiss nongovernmental organization that investigates commodities traders. "They were previously hunted down by the U.S. Department of Justice," but that "does not seem to matter" to the current administration.
Vitol said in an emailed statement that it has "enhanced" its anti-corruption "compliance procedures and controls" in accordance with its 2020 federal deferred prosecution agreement, resulting in the charges being dropped. "Vitol operates its business in compliance with all relevant laws and regulations," the company wrote. "Any suggestion otherwise is incorrect."

Vitol executive John Addison, center, attends a meeting with President Donald Trump at the White House on Jan. 9. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Trafigura did not respond to detailed questions. In a statement earlier this month, the company said it is helping facilitate the sale of Venezuelan oil "at the request of the U.S. government."
Administration officials say Vitol and Trafigura -- among the three largest oil trading firms in the world -- are some of the only ones with the resources and expertise to execute the complicated trades quickly. Officials note that the firms paid for $500 million of Venezuelan oil up-front and that the proceeds have already made their way to Venezuelan banks, where they will be used to stabilize the economy and address citizens' basic needs.
"If not for President Trump's bold action and courageous leadership, Venezuela would still be controlled by narcoterrorist Maduro and Venezuelan oil would still be funding our foreign adversaries," White House spokeswoman Taylor Rogers said in an email. "The historic U.S.-Venezuela energy deal will restore prosperity and security in Venezuela, safeguarding the economic and national security interests of the United States."
Trafigura's and Vitol's existing networks of tankers and storage facilities across the Caribbean made them an obvious choice to quickly move Venezuela crude, administration and industry officials said.
"They are probably among the few companies that can in short notice allocate such a large number of barrels -- 30 million to 40 million -- so it's a very convenient way for the administration to solve what would have been a much more complex problem," said Francisco Monaldi, director of the Latin American Energy Program at Rice University.
Administration officials stressed that the deal requires the firms to sell at least half the Venezuelan oil to U.S. buyers. Most of the rest is expected to be sold in India and other Asian markets, according to analysts who are tracking the shipments.
Separate from the bribery case, Trafigura agreed to pay $55 million in civil penalties to U.S. commodities trading regulators in June 2024 to resolve allegations that it acquired "material nonpublic information" about gasoline contracts, manipulated a benchmark fuel price and impeded potential whistleblowers. The following month, Vitol and another firm agreed to pay $50 million to settle allegations by the California attorney general that they "secretly worked together to tamper with and manipulate spot market prices for California gasoline."
It is unknown how much the two companies could profit from the Venezuela deal, but it's potentially far more lucrative than previously reported, according to a copy of Vitol's license obtained by The Washington Post. The license permits trading other natural resources in Venezuela, including iron ore and agricultural products. It is valid through June 2027.

The iron ore producer CVG Ferrominera Orinoco's open mining site near Ciudad Piar, Venezuela, in 2015. (Meridith Kohut/Bloomberg News/Getty Images )


Vitol confirmed some broad contours of the Venezuelan deal in an email, including that it encompasses "natural resources" beyond oil. But it said both the license and Vitol's contract with the Venezuelan state oil company -- which is providing the fuel -- are confidential.
Vitol and Trafigura are depositing their payments for the oil in a bank account in Qatar, according to the Vitol license. The structure of the deal could shield the money from creditors that have claims pending against Venezuela and its state-owned oil company, in alignment with an executive order Trump signed Jan. 9.
Administration officials say the funds will be used to benefit the Venezuelan people, with Trump controlling their disbursement. They say the interim government in Venezuela has met the conditions needed for the release of funds from the first oil sales, after cooperating with the White House on the energy deal.
Last week, Venezuela confirmed receipt of the first $300 million. The dollars were funneled through four authorized private banks in Venezuela and then directly offered to importers, largely for food and medical goods, according to people with knowledge of the transactions who spoke on the condition of anonymity because details have not been publicly disclosed. In an effort to limit corruption, the buyers had to have a unique alphanumeric identifier known as a SWIFT code with a traceable account, they said.
Qatari emissaries had been working to facilitate talks between the Venezuelan government and the Trump administration, and they had earned the confidence of both sides, according to people familiar with the conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to share details publicly.
Trump has indicated the U.S. could take a cut of the oil proceeds at some point, but that does not appear to be the arrangement with initial sales. The White House has been more focused on imposing rules that require U.S. firms to receive contracts to revive Venezuela's rotting energy infrastructure and that give preference to U.S. oil firms interested in pumping there.
The United States' taking control of sales of another nation's oil and routing payments to an offshore account is not unprecedented, said Peter Harrell, a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and former White House adviser in trade and economics. The U.S. facilitated sales of Iraqi oil using foreign bank accounts in the 2000s, and earlier through the United Nations' oil-for-food program in the 1990s. "There is also precedent for corruption scandals popping up around these schemes," he said.
Both in the U.S. and Venezuela, secrecy over the deal has raised hackles.

A natural gas flame at the Venezuelan state oil company PDVSA's plant near Cabrutica in 2015. (Carlos Garcia Rawlins/Reuters)


"The Venezuelans are the owners of the oil, and we know nothing. There is no transparency," said Jose Guerra, an economist and member of the Venezuelan opposition, in an interview. "In a normal condition, a sovereign country sells oil and the exact number of barrels and the price are known, and goes to the central bank. Again, right now, we know nothing."
Secretary of State Marco Rubio has said Trump's control of how the money gets released to Venezuela gives the White House "leverage" to bring this oil back on the market without risking proceeds will be used for narco-terrorism and drug trafficking.
At home, congressional Democrats are demanding greater accountability.
"The Trump administration is funneling another country's oil revenues into handpicked accounts with virtually no oversight," Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), the top Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee, said in a statement. "Congress cannot allow Trump to treat Venezuela's oil profits like his personal slush fund."
Warren and four other senators have launched an investigation seeking information from 15 large U.S. banks, including JPMorgan, to determine whether they were approached by the administration for help executing the deal. The license reviewed by The Post specifically authorizes JPMorgan to be involved in the purchase of Venezuelan oil, metals and agricultural products. The bank declined to comment.
The sales come after a U.S. blockade, which began in September, that crippled Venezuelan crude distribution. With storage facilities brimming, fears were growing that some wells would need to be shut off -- a process that is costly and difficult to reverse.

The VTTV oil storage terminal, a joint venture of Vitol and MISC, in Cyprus in 2014. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Administration officials say other buyers will be invited to compete with Trafigura and Vitol to buy Venezuelan oil in the future, but there have been no concrete steps to grant other licenses, vexing other firms.
"Sanctions remain in place and no licenses have been issued," said a person in the industry who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak frankly about confidential conversations with the administration. "We can't even go down there and look around or negotiate."
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Travel
Hotels have an anti-cat bias
Cat owners who attempt to take their pets on vacation often encounter canceled rentals and "pet-friendly" policies that are anything but.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Andrea Sachs | 2026-01-30
Traveling is the cat's meow, unless you're actually a cat.
Liebchen, a rescue tabby from the Netherlands who travels with an E.U. pet passport, learned this hard truth at the Max Brown Hotel in Amsterdam. A few days before Christmas, the property refused to honor his family's reservation because he was a cat, not a canine.
"Hotels will say they're pet-friendly, but they really mean dogs," said Erin Geldermans, who adopted "Liebs" in Colorado. "So we'll show up with our cat, and they're like, 'Oh, sorry, cats aren't allowed.'"
Cast into the night without a room, Geldermans and Liebs landed on their feet, finding more inclusive accommodations at the Jan Luyken Amsterdam next door. The hotel didn't even charge them a pet fee. However, the experience was a stark reminder that, for jet-setting cats, it's a dog's world.
Travelers who vacation with their feline companions say they have encountered an anti-cat bias around the world. They come across it in airports and on planes, at hotels and vacation rentals. The owners say they must often overcome hurdles to earn the same trust and acceptance granted to dogs.
"This is discrimination," said Anna Karsten, a France-based travel blogger who has faced a double standard when traveling with her Ragdoll, Poofy. "It's a higher risk, apparently, which, if you think about it, is outrageous. The cat is literally going to sleep, but the dog might destroy the entire room if it's stressed."

Anna Karsten and her family often travel with Poofy, who takes in the sights of Paris. (Anna Karsten)


During check-in at a rental in the Dutch city of Leiden, Karsten had to provide references that Poofy was a model guest. Stung by a previous incident involving cat pee, the apartment's owner said the family would have to keep Poofy in a "cage."
After several minutes of negotiations, the two sides agreed to sequester the cat in the bathroom whenever the family was out. Karsten abided by the rule the first day but eventually left the door ajar. By the end of the week-long stay, the host had experienced a change of heart.
"She loved the cat," Karsten said triumphantly.
Dogs, which were domesticated thousands of years before felines, have better optics.
Cats are often stereotyped as homebodies, territorial in familiar settings and timid in new ones. A productive day may involve 16 hours of sleep and shredding the sofa. A cat that feels wronged may express its indignation by intentionally missing the litter box.
Many cat owners dispute these tropes, describing their pets as outgoing, curious and sociable, but the generalizations still shape the travel industry's policies.
To boost bookings at his New York City rental properties, Andrew McCauley mulled the idea of allowing cats. (But never dogs, because of the barking.) He queried a Facebook group of vacation rental hosts about loosening his pet restrictions and received nearly 175 replies.

Mansum Yau, a veterinarian in Vancouver, and Boo visit Pesuta Shipwreck in Haida Gwaii, British Columbia. Boo wore a protective harness because birds of prey carry off cats and small dogs in Haida Gwaii. (Mansum Yau)


The majority of respondents vehemently opposed feline guests, citing their claws, urine and dander, which could trigger allergic reactions in future travelers. According to the Cleveland Clinic, up to 3 out of 10 people in the United States are allergic to cats and dogs, with the likelihood of being sensitive to cats twice as high.
"If they pee in there one single time, you're going to have a ridiculously hard time trying to get the smell out, and probably never will," wrote Sara Van Valkenburgh, who owns six cats. "And one cat can murder your couch in one weekend."
The replies spooked McCauley, who makes his living off the properties, and he quashed the idea.
"For a person to be separated from their cats for an extended period of time -- that would be a painful thing," McCauley said. "Maybe 9 out of 10 will be well-behaved, but if that 1 in 10 causes damage, that's a problem."
A new generation of cat experts and owners is attempting to recast the descendant of the wildcat as an adventurous globe-trotter with tidy habits. With committed training and the proper gear, they say, cats with the right disposition (curious and itching to go outside) can start racking up the miles in their carrier and naps in international time zones. Frequent European travelers will carry an E.U. pet passport, which contains health information and streamlines border crossings.
When Louie and Todd were kittens, Lazar Joksimovic taught the British shorthair cats to use a leashed harness and to not scratch the furniture. They are now adult cats, though Joksimovic still packs a toddler's worth of supplies for their trips, including a stroller, scratch pads and Tractive GPS tracker. He carries a collapsible travel litter box and pouch of litter that he can quickly assemble for brief bathroom breaks, such as in an airport family restroom or airplane lavatory.
The Chicago-based trio -- plus Joksimovic's wife, when she gets a break from medical school -- have visited 13 national parks and 14 countries in Europe and North America. This year, they plan to backpack ski in the Austrian and Italian alps and traipse around Japan and South Korea.
Joksimovic, a biomedical researcher, has struggled to find cat-fancying accommodations in a handful of destinations, such as Arizona, Utah and Nevada. In Paris, he said, the host of the "pet-friendly" Airbnb canceled their reservation after he disclosed that Louie and Todd were cats.
"I guess they were worried about scratches," Joksimovic said, "but I always mention that they're very well-behaved and well-trained."
For their upcoming trip to Japan, Joksimovic said, the Kimpton and Four Seasons, two of the hospitality industry's most pet-pampering brands, were too rich for his budget. In Tokyo, he settled for a rental a distance from the main tourist attractions, requiring him to navigate the public transportation system and its pet regulations.
"A lot of buses in Japanese cities don't allow pets," Joksimovic said, "and on a lot of trains, you're not allowed to open the carrier so that your cat or dog can poke its head out and you can give it treats or water."
Mansum Yau, a veterinarian from Vancouver, has faced a similar anti-cat attitude on her first trip with Boo. The hotel in Calgary had touted its pet-friendly policy, but a sign at the front desk stated that cats were not allowed. An employee suggested that Yau put her cat in the car for the night, despite it being winter. Yau found alternate accommodations for Boo and checked out the next morning, bolting earlier than planned.
"That was a rude introduction to traveling with a cat," Yau said.
The adventure cat movement has been picking up momentum over the past decade, but it still lags behind that of dogs.
"We're beginning to see a change, but people are traveling more often with dogs," said Laura Moss, who founded Adventure Cats in 2015. "You'll go to a pet-friendly hotel that may take both cats and dogs, but they're more prepared for dogs. They will have dog beds or treats, but they won't necessarily have litter boxes."
In its most recent pet trend report, the American Pet Products Association noted an increase in the use of outdoor training aids for cats, from 34 percent of cat owners in 2018 to 48 percent in 2024. During the same period, it also saw a rise in the number of people owning leashes (32 percent) and harnesses (22 percent) for their cats.
A lot of cats traveled in 2024, too, according to an earlier report -- by car (90 percent of cat owners) and plane (80 percent). And the percentage of owners who took their cats on three or more trips reached 30 percent (car) and 22 percent (plane).
Aliza Bodzin, whose company, Bodzin Pet Travel Solutions, plans trips for pet owners, said the cat travel scene is five to 10 years behind that of dogs in North America. The gap is twice as big in Europe.

Poofy at Los Angeles International Airport. (Anna Karsten)


When traveling by air, cats have a few advantages over dogs. Because of their size, all but the chunkiest of cats can accompany their owners in the cabin. Depending on a cat's comfort level and the airline's rules, the four-legged passenger can use the airplane's lavatory, in a portable and foldable litter box.
"I put the litter box on the floor, and Liebs did his business over the Atlantic Ocean," Geldermans said of the successful potty break.
Pet relief areas in airports overwhelmingly favor dogs with artificial grass, poop bags, treats and a fake fire hydrant. But a few airports have started catering to cats' needs. Ottawa International added a public litter box. Istanbul has several, plus a cat tree, scratching post and kibble dispensers.
Airlines require all non-service pets to stay inside their carriers during the flight. Though their cats are out of sight, tucked under the seat by their feet, owners say some passengers will still vocalize their concerns or complaints.
Samantha Bell, a cat expert at Best Friends Animal Society, was transporting two kittens from Los Angeles to Columbus, Ohio, when her tiny travelers started mewling. Irritated by their cries, the "grumpy" passenger next to Bell demanded a new seat. The flight attendant complied and even threw in a $100 credit for the inconvenience.
"She got rewarded for not liking cats," Bell said.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Unresponsive guests ruin host's formal dinner
When guests who don't RSVP show up to formal dinners, the letter writer is left scrambling.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-01-30
Dear Miss Manners: I am a single man who inherited, from my parents and grandparents, both a love of entertaining and also a great deal of the trappings needed -- china, crystal, linen, silver -- that other relatives didn't want. I have everything from fish knives and bouillon cups to strawberry forks and salt spoons. I don't use them all often, but I enjoy it when I do, and my friends seem to, as well.
Much of my entertaining is less formal: backyard cookouts and such, with all comers welcome. But two or three times a year, I break out the table finery and have a more formal dinner with several courses and a carefully set table. My dining room limits the number invited to eight or, though a bit tight, 10. So I choose guests whom I think will enjoy the nostalgia, and most do.
My question is how to react when people do not respond to an invitation, nor to a gentle nudge (such as an emailed "I wondered if you had received this," with a second copy of the invitation) -- and arrive anyway. With no response at all, I assume they are not coming, but occasionally they do.
I usually say simply, "What a nice surprise," but I am then left to shuffle place cards, add settings (often unmatched) and squeeze them in. If the menu includes individually portioned dishes, some may need to do without dessert or whatever.
These are friends of mine, and I do want to entertain them, but I'm afraid I'll be limiting them to barbecues in the future.
My sister-in-law thinks I should openly set up a card table in the kitchen when this happens, and set it with everyday dishes. Tempting as that is, I'm hoping there's a better way to react. Do you have any suggestions for invited, but unexpected, guests?
Expressing surprise and making reasonable, if obvious, attempts at accommodation are the correct responses. As is taking away china privileges from even one-time offenders.
Miss Manners hopes, however, that you will not otherwise dumb down your charming, seated dinner parties because of a few outlaws. We, the purveyors of fish knives and strawberry forks, are a dying breed. Your ancestry would be proud.
Dear Miss Manners: Our friends graciously offered us use of their rustic lakeside cabin, as they no longer can travel there themselves. We had a disappointing time and cut our stay short due to the terrible odor, primitive accommodations and insufficient space. Upon returning home, we sent our friends a thank-you letter and privately vowed to never return.
They have asked us if we had a good time. How does Miss Manners suggest we respond?
"You were so kind to let us use the cabin. The area is beautiful and we were so happy to get away ..."
" ... from your house, as soon as possible" need not be added.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Volatile daughter-in-law overhears us talking about her
Daughter-in-law overheard them talking about her explosive anger, and they haven't heard from her and their son since.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-01-30
Dear Eric: My husband and I are in our 70s and have never really been able to get close with our daughter-in-law. She and our son have been married for 13 years. She is nine years younger than him and this is his second marriage. They have one child, who is 11.
She is always angry. She has a very explosive temper and yells, slams doors and has what I call tantrums. Her son is often on the receiving end of her anger. When he's alone staying with us, he is calm, happy, helpful, an all-around good kid. She shows up and within five minutes, he is so different, nervous, and exhibiting off-the-wall kind of behavior.
They were here to pick up my grandson a few weeks ago and she had one of her tantrums. She stormed out of my house, slamming the door so hard the weather station fell off the wall and broke apart.
We started talking about her and her behavior and how it upsets us. She had quietly snuck back in the house and listened to our entire conversation. I took the opportunity to ask her why she is always so angry. She seethed at me "your son, all he wants to do is work and play his music."
I admit we were talking about her and our opinions of her. My husband even said maybe our son works all those hours to get away from her. We are not blameless, but we did think we were having a personal conversation in our own home.
Needless to say, our son hasn't contacted us at all nor has he let my grandson contact us.
I don't know what to do. She will not speak to us. She has no relationship with her parents and no friends.
Do you see any way to have a relationship with my son and grandson going forward?
-- Avoiding Anger
Avoiding: It's possible that your daughter-in-law is emotionally abusing your son and grandson. So, the first step is to reach out to your son and express your regret about how things escalated and your concern for his safety. Tell him, even if he doesn't feel comfortable reconnecting with you right now, he should reach out to someone for support -- a therapist, a faith leader, or the National Domestic Violence Hotline (thehotline.org/800-799-SAFE).
It's dangerous for his family to be isolated from others moving forward. Even if his wife's behavior doesn't rise to the level of emotional abuse, it's clearly disruptive and that relationship needs help.
You can't force him to get help, but if you prioritize his safety and well-being right now, it'll put you both in a better position to reconnect once he and/or his family get help.
Dear Eric: "High Call Volume" wrote to you concerning the friend with whom he reconnected, only to receive multiple calls a day. The letter writer wrote, "It drives me nuts for him to call so much. I've tried not answering and suggested texting is better for me. To no end, he calls two to three times a day."
I grew up in my very early years in a household that had a "Party Line" phone. When we finally got our own individual line, we felt like kings! Every time the phone rang, it was for us, and we eagerly picked up the phone. Now, I own a smartphone that most often shows who's calling. If I'm not able to answer, would be inconvenienced to answer or just don't want to talk with someone at that time, I let a call go to voicemail.
The point is, just because someone is calling, doesn't mean I have to answer at that time. "High Call Volume" could let his reconnected friend's phone calls go to voicemail or talk to him the next time he calls.
-- Picking Up At My Own Discretion
Discretion: Though the letter writer has tried not answering, you make a good point about mindset. Smartphones have all manner of call filtering features, from sending calls straight to voicemail to temporarily blocking them altogether. The letter writer can start to think of the calls from his friend as requests rather than demands. This may reframe his friend's enervating habit. People can call but we don't have to pick up.
In the larger scheme of things, this is an example of a good internal boundary. The letter writer can't control what the friend is doing. Though the friend has been asked to modify his behavior, he hasn't yet. But the letter writer can still put boundaries in place around his own behavior that preserve the relationship. I'm sure many of us have metaphorical ringing phones in our lives that are grating our nerves. It's good to remember that we can send them to voicemail.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Matchmaker wants to call out friend for wrecking a 'perfect' setup
Chronically single friend and brother-in-law aren't an "uncanny match" after all, and the letter writer is ready with blame.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2026-01-30
Dear Carolyn: May I tell a friend that I'm disappointed in how she acted on a date that I helped set up? I've been friends with her for about two years. She has been unhappily single for several years and is actively looking for a serious and long-term partnership. She has asked, often, to be set up by me or other friends.
Now, normally I would not agree to this because I KNOW how messy it gets. But when she moved to my city, I made an exception because I knew a perfect match -- my husband's brother. He has also been looking for a serious relationship, he's a great guy, his life and finances are well organized, and he's an uncanny match for this friend.
They share many hobbies, but not all. They're both intelligent and goofy. They both love travel, raves and music festivals. They're both attractive and love working out. They are not interested in flings. They both have good jobs and advanced degrees and share compatible long-term financial and career goals. They're aligned on children, gender roles in a marriage and even their timelines for when those things should occur. I'm in a unique position to know these things, being close to both. So I caved and set them up.
They went on one date that was, according to both sides, magical. They even broke their (again, similar) rules against spending the night on the first date. My friend raved about him. My brother-in-law raved about her.
And then he asked her out again, and she told him she "couldn't see herself getting serious with him."
He's extremely disappointed. Obviously, her reasons for this feeling are her own, and they're valid regardless of what I may think. But I would like to tell her I'm disappointed by her 180 and conduct that doesn't align with her stated lack of interest in flings or casual dates.
Part of my desire to tell her off is indignation on behalf of my brother-in-law. I am also annoyed at what is becoming a pattern of her rejecting excellent candidates before really getting to know them, while complaining about being single.
I believe this will cool our friendship, but that's happening already because I'm annoyed with her. I know I assumed some risk when I set them up. Must I now bite my tongue, or would I be within my rights to give her some feedback?
-- Miffed Matchmaker
Miffed Matchmaker: Wouldn't it be friendlier to ask questions first, shoot later?
Or show concern first. And not shoot. (Please.)
The frustration you feel is real, I don't doubt that. Listening to people stuck in a complaint loop while actively not doing the thing that would get them unstuck is a crowded level of friend hell. Plus, your reward for getting involved against your better judgment was to see your brother-in-law get hurt (more on that later). So it's personal now.
But the fact remains: With a pattern like this, most of the harm she's doing is self-sabotage. Because it's not a one-off as with this date, it's on repeat over "several years" -- the behaviors of someone not doing so great with herself.
So, "tell her off"? No. Ask: "Are you okay?" Concern, not an accusation.
If she's willing to share, and you're willing to open your mind and keep her confidence, then you two, as friends, can discuss the reason for her abrupt about-face. State your disclaimers first -- that it's her life, and she needn't justify her decisions to her matchmaker. Because it is, and she sure doesn't have to. But otherwise, think bigger picture and be ready to listen.
You can still admit to being a little sad this match won't happen. And/or angry at her recklessness with a heart you entrusted to her.
With grace and the right moment, you can share your theory of her pattern, too -- meaning, framed as something you worry is defeating her stated life's purpose and making her so unhappy, instead of just miffing you.
She, in turn, might defy your assumptions.
Which brings me to the simpler, more universal argument for not laying into her before hearing her side: You don't know it. Even being as close as you are. She could have excellent reasons. Looks/hobbies/goofiness are checkboxes, not wow.
Or she could have bigger things holding her back, including just the preoccupation with (not) finding someone. That alone can cloud judgment.
Chasing love may also be her diversion from something else she's not facing. White-picket-fence hunting is still mainstream enough to offer a super convenient way to avoid dealing with ... [whatever]. And as [whatever] gets more psychologically bothersome for being suppressed, nesting pursuit often becomes more frenetic -- which, to outsiders, can be mistaken for really wanting that career/marriage/family.
These are just some possibilities. Whatever it is with your friend, it's happening with her, not to you. Thus, "Are you okay?"
Last thing, back as promised to matchmaking against your better judgment. You meant well, so I see no reason to beat yourself up. But since you're expressing such regret: It's not uncommon for our vexation at ourselves (or a reflex to save face) to come out as anger at others. Just something to watch for here.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My cousin was my bestie. She dropped me 'like a hot potato.'
A reader feels hurt after their cousin stopped emailing then said she has no time to chat.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-01-29
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared Aug. 24, 2023.
Dear Sahaj: My cousin and I were very close friends growing up. After a long period of time when we lost touch with each other, we are now back in contact, or we were until about six months ago when she suddenly stopped emailing me.
I emailed her to ask if everything was all right with her, and even emailed her family, thinking that they could explain her reluctance to answer my emails. She responded with a litany of responsibilities, chores and other things she has to do to explain why she just doesn't have time to drop a quick line to me. Ever.
I am deeply hurt and I know I can't force her to like me again, but how can I accept that this special friendship is over? We joked about being like twin sisters when we were young. That's how close we used to be. Now she can't spare a few minutes once in a while to touch base with me. At first she was really happy to be renewing contact with me, but now she has dropped me like a hot potato, and I am hurt. How do I look at this in such a way that it doesn't hurt any more?
-- Hurt
Hurt: I can't help but wonder if something happened six months ago, between you or in her life, that's making it difficult for her to maintain the relationship with you right now. It can be difficult and painful when relationships change, but in the grand scheme of hopefully what will be a long-term friendship with your cousin, six months is not that long.
Being patient in our relationships is a skill. It doesn't mean rolling over and being mistreated, but rather giving your cousin -- and your relationship -- the grace to evolve and adapt to life situations. I would assume you both deeply care about each other as you both made the effort to reconnect. Now it's about rewriting a new way for your friendship to exist, regardless of how it was in the past, that's still meaningful for you both. Looking at the big picture may help you reframe what feels like an issue as something that is a normal part of deep and long-standing relationships.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask it here.]
It sounds like you're both trying to communicate your needs but not as clearly as you'd hope. For instance, when you asked if things were okay, you may have actually meant: "I miss you and we haven't talked in a while." Or, when you reached out to her family, I wonder if your cousin felt frustrated that you brought them into your relationship, when you actually meant to express concern for her well-being. Or, when she responded with "a litany of responsibilities" to your email, maybe she meant: "I am overwhelmed and stressed right now. Please bear with me."
Trying to figure out what your cousin is thinking or feeling is not productive. Instead, consider reaching out with: "Thanks for sharing all of that with me. It sounds like you have had a lot going on. I know it's been difficult for us to connect lately, but I am here if and when you ever need to talk." Or, if more time passes and you still haven't heard from her you can say: "I have felt like it's been difficult for us to connect lately. Do you feel the same way?" This can open up a general conversation about your relationship and both of your expectations within it.
We expect our loved ones to know what we need or want, especially when a shared history and family dynamics are at play. We sometimes assume they know what we're going through without our having to explicitly share. However, these assumptions are antithetical to healthy communication.
I wonder if you are also projecting how you feel onto your cousin. Did she literally say she doesn't have time to ever drop a quick line, or are you interpreting her needing space as something personal and a direct rejection of you? Even more, maybe she handles stress differently than you. Maybe "a few minutes once in a while" feels more strenuous for her given other things going on in her life. Or maybe she feels like your friendship is strong enough to withstand periods of silence. Either way, the expectations you each have are different right now.
It's okay that you feel hurt. It's okay for you to accept that pain. It's okay for you to wish that your relationship with your cousin was different or that she would be in contact more often. But the bottom line is: We can't force people to be in a relationship with us. And we won't always understand why people do what they do.
How you heal your hurt starts with releasing that why. You are trying very hard to understand why your cousin isn't responding and that's stalling your grieving process. Instead, try to accept that you may never really understand why she's behaving the way she is. This will also help you accept that this is how things are right now. Acceptance doesn't mean you won't be friends in the future or that she won't reach out.
Holding any relationship in a tight container based on the past only prohibits the relationship from evolving. It's stifling. Change in friendships is not a sign that the friendship can no longer work. It's easy to let your negative thoughts spiral out of control. Try to catch yourself when you start to make assumptions about how she's feeling or what she's thinking. Instead, focus on what you can control, like how you communicate with her, how you can manage your own grief and feelings about the friendship, and how other relationships can fulfill your social needs.
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Food
Cooking chat: My pot storage is forever a mess. Any tips?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2026-01-29
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Unearthed
GLP-1 drugs might do what food policy can't -- change the way we eat
The desire for smaller portions and fewer junk foods is affecting what the food industry is selling us.

(The Washington Post/Marissa Vonesh/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Tamar Haspel | 2026-01-29
There are two reasons to stop arguing about Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s plans to revamp America's food supply. First, nothing meaningful is likely to make it through Congress in our current political climate. Second, the health secretary's changes wouldn't work anyway.
Evidence from other countries casts serious doubt on a government's ability to change people's eating habits. Many countries have tried some combination of taxes, ad restrictions, ingredient regulations and packaging requirements, and there are very few success stories.
Yet, we're still arguing about all those things and more. The early issues Kennedy has focused on -- getting artificial dyes out of food and substituting beef tallow for seed oils -- don't have a snowball's chance of improving public health. In fact, they could make it worse, as could the new, inverted food pyramid, in which beef and butter loom large.
Stop already. Instead, focus on making the new GLP-1 weight-loss drugs affordable and available to everyone who wants them.
Drugs such as Ozempic and Wegovy can do what regulations can't: change the nature of our food environment. In a free society, something that changes demand is way more likely to succeed than something that limits or taxes supply.
The health benefits of GLP-1s are all over the news. If you've paid even cursory attention, you know the drugs seem to be borderline magic. Trials show weight loss of up to 22 percent in 48 weeks, results comparable to long-term bariatric surgery, and far exceeding any other weight-loss intervention. But the drugs also show promise for other conditions, including osteoarthritis, dementia and some respiratory diseases. A  study of the GLP-1 medication semaglutide  for kidney disease was stopped early, in 2023, because the drug was so effective. The same mechanism that quiets "food noise" may help with alcohol and substance abuse.
But it's the way these drugs change how people eat that could, in the long run, fix the problem that got us here in the first place: a food environment that puts tasty, convenient food, designed to be overeaten, in our face 24/7.
There's evidence that people on the drugs don't just eat less; they eat better. A recent study of changes in grocery spending found that, overall, spending in households with at least one member on a GLP-1 decreased by 5 percent, but the biggest decreases were in the least healthful categories. Savory snacks and baked goods took the biggest hit. Both research and anecdote confirm that patients are gravitating away from ultra-processed junk and fast food, and replacing them with the fresh and the whole.
Which means the drugs are doing something decades of advice, scads of diets, and an army of scientists, academics, quacks and charlatans couldn't: changing the way we eat. When people start eating differently and reducing grocery spending, that gets Big Food's attention. In recent earnings calls, executives from General Mills, J.M. Smucker and PepsiCo all reported decreased snack sales, and food manufacturers concerned about GLP-1 customers are increasingly taking the can't-beat-'em tactic of joining 'em with products designed to appeal. Conagra, for example, is labeling some offerings as "GLP-1 Friendly." Nestle's version is their "Vital Pursuit" line. Restaurants, too, are rethinking offerings, and downsizing portions to accommodate diners on the drugs.
So far, we have snapshots from surveys and receipt data from grocery stores and restaurants, but it's too soon for hard evidence on industry-wide changes. And, of course, GLP-1s aren't the only reason some food categories show decline; general concerns about ultra-processed foods or money worries are important, too. But everyone I've read or talked to in this space believes the new drugs are affecting what the food industry is putting in front of us.
The common threads running through the "GLP-1-friendly" offerings are higher protein, more fiber and smaller portions. Although Americans generally don't need more protein, we could definitely use more fiber. Portion size, though, is the biggie. Many years ago, Marion Nestle, arguably our country's top nutrition scientist, told me that increased portion size could, by itself, account for our obesity problem. A portion-size U-turn is one of the most meaningful changes we could make in our food environment.
As of October, a Gallup poll found that 12 percent of Americans reported using a GLP-1 for weight loss. But that's just the beginning. Prices have come down significantly, and will continue to. Costco sells Wegovy at $199 per month for initial doses, and $349 per month for higher, continuing doses.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, nearly three-quarters of American adults are overweight or obese, and all indications are that most of them would prefer not to be. When GLP-1s are affordable and available, it's not unreasonable to think that half of us will at least give them a try.
Think about it. Half of Americans cut spending on junky food and start eating less overall. Food companies and restaurants will, of course, gratify those needs with modified product lines and smaller portions. The food environment that plied us with those salty snacks, that junk food, those huge portions, will have to adapt to people wanting less. People wanting better.
All of a sudden, foods that were designed to be irresistible aren't so much. After decades of undermining the best intentions of American eaters with products engineered for excess, food manufacturers have a fire-with-fire adversary: engineered resistance.
The government should be all in. Instead of trying to dictate food environment changes, our public health agencies can accelerate them by making sure all of us have access to the new drugs.
Let's do some rough back-of-the-envelope math. Suppose we can negotiate drug prices down to $200 a month. (That's before drugs go off-patent; once we have a suite of generics, the price should drop substantially). Still, $2,400 a year per patient is a lot -- until you look at the costs of obesity.
We'll start with the obvious: Obese people use more health care. A 2021 paper estimated that, among people on public insurance plans, those with a BMI over 30 spent $2,868 more per year. (Obesity is defined as a BMI of 30 or higher.) So there's your $200 a month right there. Of course, people don't go from obese to not obese overnight, and some people will never get there. But it's nice to know the drugs are a financial win if they do.
Medical costs, though, aren't the only costs of obesity. Lost productivity, disability and workers compensation all factor in (although not all directly affect the government's bottom line). Depending on who you ask, and how you count, the total yearly costs could be as high as $1.4 trillion (per the Milken Institute). That's about $13,000 for every obese adult, and the high end of the estimate spectrum. A model focused on employer costs concluded that civilian employers pay an extra $6,472 for an obese employee, $1,244 for an overweight employee.
However you count, the benefits of reversing obesity will almost certainly exceed the costs.
The drugs don't work for everyone. Some people can't tolerate the side effects, the most prevalent of which is gastric unpleasantness. While there are reports of more serious side effects, the evidence is equivocal (on, for example, thyroid cancer). Versions of GLP-1s have been on the market for two decades, so we're working with robust safety data. As the pharmaceutical industry works on newer, better, easier-to-tolerate drugs -- as well as developing more effective pill versions for the injection-averse -- it's reasonable to hope that most people who want to try GLP-1s will find a version that works for them, and that they have confidence in.
When that happens, the ripple effects through our food system will render RFK Jr.'s ideas about how to fix it obsolete. And that's a good thing.
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Food
America has reached peak sauce, and some people won't leave home without it
Just how much do we love our sauces and condiments? We're stashing them in purses, backpacks and glove compartments. 

(The Washington Post/Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post)


By Emily Heil | 2026-01-29

(Chelsea Conrad/The Washington Post)


It's obvious that we are living in the Golden Age of Condiments. Grocery aisles are dripping with all manner of chili crisp and dill pickle ranch and hot-honey barbecue glaze. Fast-food drive-throughs yield more packets and tubs than ever before.
While our takeout bags and refrigerator doors are bursting with fluid flavor boosters, sauce has become so indispensable to the modern diet that many people take their dispensers mobile, stowing bottles in their cars and purses and work bags, just in case they encounter food in the wild that begs to be adorned.
Dylan Keenen, who owns the Berkeley, California-based online shop Heat Hot Sauce, says the most popular size he sells is a petite 5-ounce bottle. That might be for freshness purposes, or so a taster can sample different varieties. But portability, too, is often the appeal, he says.
"A lot of my customers have a car hot sauce sitting in their glove box," he says, in addition to those at home or in their office drawers (and in the case of one devotee, a designated office refrigerator).
Powdered hot peppers are a hit with backpackers -- and with people who like to make sure they can get the level of heat they prefer even when they aren't in the woods. "They go to restaurants and the chef doesn't believe that they can actually handle spicy stuff," Keenen says, "and so they're bringing their ghost pepper powder in their pocket, and they just take it out."
But not everyone who totes miniature bottles is the kind of hardcore chile-head who buys Keenen's products.
Schanelle Saldanha, a 26-year old who works at a public affairs firm in Washington, D.C., sometimes carries a small bottle of Tabasco, stashed safely inside its cardboard box, in her purse. She spent part of her childhood in India and says she often craves just a little more flavor and spice. The bottle was a constant companion in college, she says, but she still sometimes totes it, particularly while traveling.
The most surprised reaction she has received? It wasn't the time she surreptitiously added a little dab to her pizza in Italy, but rather at the house of a friend who was serving pasta with a pesto sauce. Saldanha asked if there was crushed red pepper to spice it up, and when the host came up empty-handed, she reached for her bag. "So I'm like, okay, I need a hot sauce."
In retrospect, she says, it might not have been a great move, since the flavors clashed. "Was it the best choice?" she says. "Probably not."
Carrying sauce is hardly a new phenomenon. Long before Beyonce boasted of "hot sauce in my bag, swag," the portable addition of spice to foods was a deep-rooted tradition in African American culture. But there have never been more options for customizing one's food on the fly.
In addition to pouches of Taco Bell Fire sauce or keychain-clipped Tabasco, some people stash packets of the drink mix True Lime to "dirty up" their Diet Cokes, or miniature tins of fancy British Maldon salt, or shakers of Tajin, the popular Mexican seasoning that blends chili with tart citrus notes.
Last year, Kraft Heinz introduced a limited edition product called Vel2Go, small packets of Velveeta that allowed fans to enjoy the product "anytime and anywhere." A promotional image showed a man suggestively sliding a serving, encased in the signature bright yellow-and-red packaging, into his back pocket.
Katie Pekarek, director of Away From Home Innovation at Kraft Heinz, says the company's research shows that younger diners in particular are reaching for sauces and other condiments -- wherever they are eating -- because they want customization, even when it comes to the most basic foods, such as burgers, nachos or ramen. "Research indicates personalization is the primary reason they tote favorite sauces," Pekarek says. "It lets them control flavor, accommodate preferences or dietary needs, and get the exact experience they want every time."
That echoes the findings of Yum! Brands, the parent company of Taco Bell, KFC and Pizza Hut. In a December end-of-year report on trends, the company suggested that a deep-seated longing was behind what might look like mere taste preferences. "Whether dipping, shaking, or fine-tuning spice levels, small rituals are giving consumers a sense of agency," the report read. "At KFC, 71% of its top-performing menu item tests had specific sauces, reinforcing how influential customizable flavors have become."
You might find food writer Abena Anim-Somuah dipping into the small tin of Maldon salt she sometimes carries with her to season her food. But Anim-Somuah, who pens the Substack newsletter Your Friend in Food, says there are settings where it would be inappropriate to use a BYO seasoning or sauce.
That's not in restaurants where a chef has given a lot of thought to the dishes and their composition, she says. Where it is okay? "In a setting where there's definitely not as much reverence given to the detail and the preparation," she says. "I don't think I'm offending anyone by putting a little bit more sea salt on some fries."
That might be in a movie theater or at a baseball game. Otherwise, she says, "I just think it's a little rude."
Whether it's socially acceptable to bring anything edible into restaurants is a question that crops up occasionally on social media. In 2024, "90 Day Fiance" star Jasmine Pineda brought her own avocado to a meal, drawing scorn from some corners but support from a few fans who said they bring their own dressing and produce to restaurants. (Many state and local health codes as well as restaurants' rules prevent people from bringing in most outside foods because of food safety and liability issues.)
Debby Portillo, co-owner of 2Fifty Texas BBQ, has seen it all. The guy who brought barbecue sauce (along with his own loaf of bread) to make a sandwich with the restaurant's accolade-raking smoked meats. The customer who sells his own line of hot sauces and brings them in and displays them on his table "like he's at a farmers market" as he eats.
"I get it that some people really prefer their barbecue in a certain way, but on the other hand, this is my offering, and I would like for them to respect my offering," says Portillo, who sometimes asks her staff to tell customers they aren't allowed to bring in outside food, and sometimes just laughs it off.
She finds it particularly insulting because 2Fifty crafts three in-house sauces: classic, spicy and honey mustard, all made with what she calls "real" ingredients such as cane sugar, tomatoes and peppers.
She has heard that some customers might want burn-your-tastebuds-off hot sauce to go with their food, but Portillo says that would just mask the flavor. "We want them to be able to taste the smoke and the wood and all the hard work of our staff," she said. "Not the sauce."
But for some diners, the sauce is the point, and proteins are mere vehicles for its conveyance. The fast-growing chain Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers, for example, seems to owe much of its fandom to its signature sauce, a top-secret mayo-and-ketchup-based formula that's the subject of many copycat attempts. A hack spread on social media shows how customers can, in addition to the small plastic tubs that come with most menu items, order a 22-ounce drink cup full of the stuff (often for $5.99) to use not just on their chicken strips and fries, but for whatever else they encounter that's dippable.
A giant cup of sauce might not be the most portable format, but Cane's is clearly in on the gag. The company offers a line of merch printed with images of its pale pink sauce, including a fanny pack that the company says is "made for Cane's Sauce lovers on-the-go."
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Style
Kate Hudson's Milwaukee muse on the role of a lifetime
In "Song Sung Blue," Oscar-nominated actress Kate Hudson plays Claire Sardina, a cult figure in Wisconsin who spoke to The Post about her event-filled life.

Kate Hudson, left, and Claire Sardina attend the "Song Sung Blue" premiere in New York in December. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


By Shane O'Neill | 2026-01-30
Last week, Kate Hudson was nominated for best actress for her performance in "Song Sung Blue." It was one of the biggest Oscar surprises.
Hudson plays Claire Sardina, a Milwaukee-based singer who performed for years with her late husband Mike Sardina in a beloved Neil Diamond tribute act called "Lightning and Thunder" (he was Lightning, she Thunder). Lightning and Thunder were cult figures in Wisconsin, with a live act that pulsated with their love for Neil Diamond, for showbiz and -- most palpably onstage -- for each other.
"Song Sung Blue" was adapted from a documentary of the same name that covers the couple's unexpected triumphs, the accident that led to the 64-year-old's leg amputation, her subsequent struggles with pain medication and mental health, the financial struggles that she and her family endured between gigs, and Lightning and Thunder's ultimate return to the stage before Mike's unexpected death at the age of 55.
We spoke with Claire Sardina -- the real-life Thunder -- from Arizona, where she spends her winters.
This interview has been edited for length and clarity.
Were there things in particular Kate Hudson got right about you?
One word: everything. There were times when my mouth actually dropped. The first time I saw the movie with my children at a private screening -- once it was completed I turned to each one of them and I said, "Kate's gonna win."
Okay, I'm going to go to Polymarket now. How would you rank, in order of excitement: playing with Eddie Vedder, meeting Neil Diamond, having Hugh Jackman dedicate a bench to you at Summerfest?
Oh, Lord, that is difficult. The experience with Pearl Jam in 1995 at the Marcus Amphitheater -- that was the experience of a lifetime. The night at the premiere in Milwaukee with Hugh Jackman, I wanted to weep right there onstage when the bench was presented to us. And then singing with Hugh Jackman that night! And Neil Diamond was a very personable, wonderful, loving, giving person. He was like, "Let's do this again, Claire, when I come back to Milwaukee." That was a banner moment. There are so many that that's a loaded, difficult question.
You've had these incredibly high moments, but there was also a lot of sacrifice and struggle and uncertainty. I can't imagine what it would be like to see the worst times of my life in a movie.
During the screening with my children, we held each other's hands and were like, "Oh my gosh, oh my gosh, oh my gosh." And reliving the accident through the eyes of the screen was a little bit traumatic, but also eye-opening.
Did you talk to a therapist afterward?
I definitely talked to a therapist and I continue to talk to a therapist today. This May 10 of 2026, it will be 27 years that I am an amputee. It's a way of life: I put on my leg in the morning and I start my day. At night I say, "Cinderella must take off her glass slipper." It's a kind of a glamorous way of saying, "Take off the leg, make sure it's clean and sanitary so it's ready to be put back on the next day."
How did you feel about the accents in the movie? I'm from the Midwest, so I get very touchy about how Minnesota and Wisconsin accents are represented.
I'm like, "What accent?" People have been making such a fuss over the accents, and I'm like, "I'm not hearing it."
When did you first meet Kate Hudson face-to-face?
I first met her during production late November 2024. [My family is] listed as "consultants" on the movie but we did not really have to consult them. Both of them -- Kate Hudson and Hugh Jackman -- are the most authentic, most kind, real people. They greeted us with open arms. Hugh Jackman always talks about the "Claire hair." I color and cut my own hair. And I styled it for the New York premiere.

Hudson in Valentino and Sardina in a sequined frock from Kohl's. (Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images)


And where did you find your outfit?
I want to say a fancy boutique. But I will say: the wonderful boutique of Kohl's department store.
I hope it was purchased with Kohl's Cash.
Yes, I believe I might have had some Kohl's Cash to utilize. And I believe it was on sale. Being that it was Christmastime there were a lot of fancy sequined things.
I'm asking this both professionally and personally: Where are the best places to get sequined outfits like the ones you wear?
Sometimes the best pieces are hidden in thrift stores and Goodwill and St. Vincent de Paul. I have a pair of shoes that I wore to the New York premiere that I paid $2 for. And they were blue sequined shoes with a split toe, by the way. Now, how do you do that when one of your toes doesn't split?
What did you do?
You make it work.

Hudson and Hugh Jackman in a scene from "Song Sung Blue." (Sarah Shatz/AP)


What would you say to someone who is sort of in a similar place that you were, who wants to follow a dream, but has people in their life saying, "Don't do it."
Life is too short. Go for the gusto. And if there are things holding you back like health, well, then it's all up here [points to her head]. You have to say to yourself, "I can overcome. I will do this. I'm a survivor."
What are you doing the rest of the day?
We have a meeting with Robert Neary of "So Good: The Neil Diamond Experience." I've done two guest appearances with him and have one coming up Aug. 9 at the Wisconsin State Fair. Future gigs are popping up everywhere with Toney. Toney Luciano and I have known each other for years and he resides with me in Arizona. I call Toney my "Claire-giver." He's also my musical partner. We are a duo called "Thunder After Lightning."
What's different about "Thunder After Lightning" compared to "Lightning and Thunder?"
Toney and I do not play musical instruments at this time. I play the tambourine and we work with the music tracks. You can say the word "karaoke," but we say "track artistry" because it's more professional. The common question is: What would Lightning be thinking about all of this? I am telling you: From up above, he's directing traffic. He is my motivator and he is my guiding light. I look up to him when I feel insecure. He was my mentor, he was my teacher. So I know that he is listening. And I know that this would have been a dream come true for him. And he wants it for me.
This article was adapted from Seriously? -- a new, free newsletter from The Washington Post that hits your inbox every Monday, every Thursday and every time a cultural moment warrants it. We'll bring you red-carpet roundups, trend explainers and pop culture dissections. Sign up here.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2026/01/30/claire-sardina-kate-hudson/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Movies
Oscar nominee 'Arco' is a vibrant French dispatch from the future
Ugo Bienvenu's lush, mournful film, a contender for best animated feature, will confound any viewers (and voters) expecting an American-style cartoon.

A scene from the film "Arco." (Neon)


By Chris Klimek | 2026-01-30
"Arco," the French Oscar nominee for best animated feature co-produced and championed by Natalie Portman, is an altogether different beast from the kind of contemporary cartoons that Disney, Pixar and DreamWorks export around the world. There are no pop songs (or K-pop songs) or pop culture references to date it. There's no scatological humor, no irony, no sarcasm. The sheer earnestness of director Ugo Bienvenu's elegiac, even mournful tale feels as appealingly anachronistic as its lush 2D animation.
Sure, there's a fair chance the virtues that make this such an inviting curiosity for sci-fi fans of all ages may alienate actual, you know, children. Kids anticipating a loud, fast "Shrek"- or "Zootopia"-tempo experience will probably be bored to tears. But more patient kids, and more openhearted adults, will just as probably be moved to tears by this oddball enchantment.
The heart of the movie is the bond that develops between two precocious preteens: Iris (voice of Romy Fay), a latchkey kid in the ecologically dicey year 2075, and Arco (Juliano Krue Valdi), an accidental time traveler who crash-lands into Iris's lonely suburban existence from several centuries beyond.
Like Marty McFly 120 years before him, Arco finds himself stranded in a primitive era with an outta-gas time machine, forced to evade discovery until he and his weirdo ally can figure out how to get him back to the distant future. If you're the sort of daydream believer who can entertain the notion that rainbows are evidence of temporal tourists in our midst -- as Monsieur Bienvenu suggests they are -- a charming, gently provocative adventure shall be your reward.
Provocative because Bienvenu (who shares screenplay credit with Felix de Givry) introduces concepts like time travel and AI sentience and even virtue without specifying exactly how they operate in this world. These notions are simply as omnipresent and mysterious as most everything about adult life and responsibility is to a kid. The co-writers also wisely abstain from overexplaining the sociological details of their expansive story's two eras, leaving us to interpret why both time frames appear curiously underpopulated according to our own optimistic or pessimistic whims.

A scene from "Arco," which is an Oscar nominee for best animated feature. (Neon)


Iris and her neighbors seem to belong to relatively privileged strata of 2070s society, their single-family houses shielded from violent electrical storms and wildfires by transparent bio-domes. Iris's mom and dad, voiced in the English-language dub by Portman and Mark Ruffalo, work in "the city," she says, evidently more than a mere commuter-train ride away. With the exception of hologram-convened family dinners and occasional bedtime stories, the grown-ups return to Iris and her infant brother Peter only on weekends, outsourcing the daily chores of child-rearing to their resourceful domestic robot Mikki. (Both Portman and Ruffalo are credited as the voice of the droid, suggesting it's been customized to reflect its owners. This implication is absent from the original French version of "Arco," wherein director Bienvenu performs Mikki's voice.)
Beyond privately owned bots like Mikki, it appears that all essential public-service jobs, including schoolteachers and first responders, are held by robots in 2075. The Sphere-like immersive classrooms of Iris's school, fully autonomous and without a flesh-and-blood adult to be found, are among the casually stunning cinematic flourishes that "Arco" presents without comment.
Our glimpse of Arco's native time zone is more sparing. Humanity has taken up residence among the clouds, in dwellings that are more like luxuriously appointed tree houses than skyscrapers, to allow the Earth to "rest," as Arco tells Iris. His parents and older sister conduct regular excursions into the past, with the goal of retrieving and repopulating specimens of long-extinct flora and fauna.
Arco must stay behind because kids younger than 12 aren't allowed to fly, which is apparently a prerequisite for skipping through the centuries. Whether their rainbow-hued cloaks -- Technicolor dreamcoats that Joseph himself would envy -- are explicitly for time travel or just for airborne transit is one of the details Bienvenu and company leave to our imaginations. (Parents, beware: "Arco" includes more than one instance of its title character doing a header off a rooftop to test the gravity-defying abilities of the cape he's borrowed from his big sis without permission.)
The majority of the film unfolds in the relative dark age of 2075, where Iris must protect Arco from a trio of sunglass-wearing dudes dressed individually in red, blue and yellow who are tracking him for unknown ends. They're voiced by Will Ferrell, Andy Samberg and Flea, instantly getting across that they're more bumbling than threatening. Still, they're enough of a menace that Iris must eventually call on her parents for help, struggling like so many juvenile protagonists before her to convince the olds that the wild yarn she's telling them is the truth.
"Arco" reminds us that suspension of disbelief is a quality of youth worth preserving.
PG. At area theaters. Contains action/peril and mild thematic elements but nothing vulgar or otherwise objectionable. 89 minutes.
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Movies
'Shelter': Jason Statham's latest is better than it needs to be
With nods to Jason Bourne and John Wick, this Ric Roman Waugh-directed action flick is unusually sturdy Dumpuary fare.

Jason Statham and Bodhi Rae Breathnach in "Shelter." (Daniel Smith/Black Bear/Elevation Pictures)


By Travis Andrews | 2026-01-30
Let's play a game.
I'm going to name several movie titles. You tell me whether they are campy action movies starring Jason Statham or something I completely made up.
Your options: "A Working Man," "The Beekeeper," "World of Tanks: Holiday Ops," "Operation Fortune: Ruse de Guerre," "Wrath of Man," "The Meg," "Mechanic: Resurrection," "Wildcard," "Redemption," "Parker," "Safe," "Killer Elite," "Blitz," "Death Race," "Crank" and, simply, "War."
As you've probably already guessed, this is a trick question. Every one of these is the title of a film starring Statham, the reigning king of Hollywood's annual unloading season known as Dumpuary.
The man is the fast-food burger of genre movies. They may not always be great, but they'll be served consistently and without fanfare. You'll leave sated and, every once in a while, actually impressed.
This month's Statham movie is titled "Shelter." And as these things go, "Shelter" is more Shake Shack than it is McDonald's. It resembles his other genre movies in the basic form and idea, but it's a much more high-end and satisfying version.
Because, much as a burger can be modified in only so many ways, the same is true of these movies.
Sometimes, they simply mix up the ingredients. Just as a burger joint might swap lettuce and tomato for mushroom and onions, Statham's movies tend to swap out his character's stated profession. He's a beekeeper in "The Beekeeper." He's a construction worker in "A Working Man." This rarely matters, as he's usually secretly (or, sometimes, not secretly) the world's top assassin, or supersoldier, or rescue diver, or some such. To quote Liam Neeson, a fellow king of Dumpuary, he always has a "very particular set of skills."
What really differentiates these movies from one another, like a good sandwich, is the quality of the ingredients. You know pretty much what you're getting, but how sturdy will it be?
"Shelter" is sturdy.
This go-round, Statham is a loner living in a broken lighthouse with a nameless dog on the Scottish isles. He drinks vodka and plays chess against himself. Every so often, a man and his niece (Bodhi Rae Breathnach) bring him supplies (read: more vodka) by boat, and he either ignores them or says misanthropic things like, "There's nothing here for anyone."
Then, a storm comes, capsizing the boat and catalyzing Statham to action. He manages to save the unconscious young girl, but the uncle drowns. When she wakes, she believes she's being held prisoner.
This sequence lasts as a seaside chamber piece for a tense half-hour, which is astonishingly long for these sorts of movies. It might bifurcate the audience. Most Statham genre movies suffer from too much nonstop action. This one doesn't even seem like an action movie for nearly 30 minutes.
But then, of course, Statham eventually has to go to the mainland, where we learn MI6 has created a surveillance state across Britain and also been hacked, and there are hearings, and the prime minister isn't happy, or something. There's talk of AI, and there's Bill Nighy wearing a suit and thick-framed black glasses, covertly running a group of -- or maybe just one -- superhuman assassins via texting.

Bill Nighy, sitting, and Statham in "Shelter." (Daniel Smith/Black Bear/Elevation Pictures)


None of this really matters. It's merely the lighter fluid to get the charcoal going. We quickly learn Statham was one of those assassins and, behold!, he's now fighting his way around Britain, the little girl he's begrudgingly learning to love in tow and the newest star super-assassin on his tail. This continues for the rest of the movie.
While it becomes less interesting than the first half-hour, it's solidly made. Some might find it shockingly derivative of the Jason Bourne franchise, from the way the camera shakes and spins and grounds the violence like the one in Paul Greengrass's movies to the way Statham's character fights using household objects such as a fork or a screwdriver, recalling Matt Damon's famous innovation of magazine as weapon.
There's a little John Wick in there for good measure, from the (spoiler alert) shooting of a dog to an action sequence set in a pulsing club.
But I see it more as homage. Director Ric Roman Waugh's not new to beefing up genre fare a little, as he did with "Angel Has Fallen" and the Greenland series. "Shelter," however familiar at times, might be his best meal yet.
Sure, it's still a burger. But one made with care.
And sometimes, you just want a burger.
R. At area theaters. Contains violence and mature language. 107 minutes.
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Going Out Guide
The 23 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
See beautiful orchids at a Smithsonian museum, test yourself on National Puzzle Day, hear music from around the globe or learn about the history of Spam.

(United States Botanic Garden)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2026-01-29
We could all use a break and some natural beauty after the last week of ice and snow. Could a show about orchids bring relief? The powerhouse exhibition from Smithsonian Gardens and the U.S. Botanic Garden returns Friday with a new theme and location: The National Museum of African American History and Culture. Elsewhere, it's National Puzzle Day, which brings competitions and friendly swaps; a new exhibit at the Embassy of Japan's cultural center explores the moon through art and poetry, and features a talk with an  astronaut; and the Creative Cauldron brings a weekend of music and entertainment to Falls Church. If you want to move your body, there are DJ parties dedicated to "Heated Rivalry," Bad Bunny, millennial heartthrobs and country line dancing.
Editor's note: This weekend could see impacts from both a winter storm, which might bring snow to the area, and a looming government shutdown, which might affect local venues. Follow the news and check social media before making plans on and after Saturday.
A Global History of Spam at Hill's Kitchen
It has been a staple of World War II rations, the star of a Monty Python sketch, and the scourge of your email inbox. But Spam has a much bigger cultural legacy in the U.S. and abroad, as Kelly Smith highlighted in last year's social biography, "Spam: A Global History." Join Smith at Hill's Kitchen near Eastern Market to learn about the origin and uses of Spam, and how it appeared in cuisines around the world. You'll  get to try a few unusual kinds of Spam before you go. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $13.26.
'Shrewd Awakening' at Barrel House
This take on Shakespeare's "Taming of the Shrew" at the 14th Street bar is part modern reimagining and part rock concert. There's no stage, so the audience is intermingled with the action. The production stars drag and cabaret performer Joey Arias, with live music by D.C. band the Bedrocks. Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 10:30 p.m. $30.
Grateful Dead Night at Babycat Bethesda
Kensington's Babycat Brewery hosted a tribute to the Grateful Dead's Bob Weir last week, playing live shows over the sound system, showing concert footage on the TVs, and giving fans a chance to hang out and remember one of their musical heroes. The brewery got enough requests to host a similar event in Bethesda that it's  bringing the party to Rugby Avenue. 7 p.m. Free.
DC Rawhides at Trade
The DC Rawhides are a fixture around town, two-stepping and line dancing with sold-out crowds at venues including Eastern Market's North Hall and the rooftop at Pitchers. They're debuting a new venue this week: the expansive "Shark Tank" dance floor at Trade, "for an evening of dancing, country music, and fun." 8:30 p.m. Free.
National Puzzle Day at Cleveland Park Library
Thursday is National Puzzle Day, and while the city's biggest celebrations of jigsaws take place Saturday (see below), the D.C. Public Library is hosting a social at the Cleveland Park branch. Come ready to solve puzzles with other enthusiasts, and bring puzzles to swap and work on at home. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
'More Than a Flower: The Connective Power of Orchids' at the National Museum of African American History and Culture
The U.S. Botanic Garden and Smithsonian Gardens' 30th annual orchid exhibition has a new home this year. "More Than a Flower: The Connective Power of Orchids" opens Friday at the National Museum of African American History and Culture, bringing hundreds of brightly colored flowers to the museum's second level. The exhibit traces how orchids are treated in cultures around the world, and how scholarship and a love of rare flowers bring communities together. In honor of its surroundings, the exhibit includes a display of orchids named for African American icons, such as Oprah Winfrey and Aretha Franklin, and two new orchid-inspired artworks commissioned by the museum. This is the first time the orchid exhibition has been held at a museum that requires timed-entry passes. The National Museum of African American History and Culture allows visitors to reserve tickets 30 days in advance, and a Smithsonian spokesperson says "the museum is expecting to have plenty of tickets (including same-day tickets) available for visitors throughout the exhibition." Through April 26. Free; timed passes required.
Passport Music Festival at Creative Cauldron
This weekend was scheduled to be the grand finale of the 15th annual Passport Music Festival, which brings a diverse tapestry of musicians to the stage in Falls Church. Last week's snow and ice has led some events to be rescheduled into February, but that doesn't diminish the luster of the shows over the next few days. On Friday, local soul singer Cecily is donning her platform shoes for "Celebrating the Queens of Disco," a show full of hustle-worthy grooves. (7:30 p.m.) Jazz and funk singer IO pays tribute to WHUR-FM's legendary "Quiet Storm" radio format of the '70s and '80s -- think Sade, Anita Baker, and the Delfonics -- on Saturday evening. (7:30 p.m.) Sunday brings a doubleheader: Raymi performs contemporary music on traditional instruments of the Andes, such as zamponas and quenas (2 p.m.), while local favorites Little Red and the Renegades bring an early start to Mardi Gras season with a mix of zydeco and New Orleans R&B (7:30 p.m.). All shows $25-$30; $90 for a table for two.
Justin Bieber vs. One Direction at As You Are
A dance party playing nothing but One Direction and Justin Bieber tunes all night sounds like catnip  for millennials (and maybe Gen Z elders). DJ Bite Back spins the best songs  that will make you stay on the dance floor all night. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
'Chez Joey' at Arena Stage
Tony winner Savion Glover of "Bring in 'da Noise, Bring in 'da Funk" is the co-director and choreographer for "Chez Joey," a fresh reworking of Rodgers and Hart's 1940 musical "Pal Joey." The freewheeling jazz production sees Tony winner Myles Frost as musician Joey Evans. The Chicago nightclub performer is torn between his love for chorus girl Linda and his chance for a big break, courtesy of a baroness whose wealth could vault him into the limelight. Through March 15. $83-$133.
National Puzzle Day
National Puzzle Day might have been Thursday, but the pieces are falling into place for two celebrations this weekend. Labyrinth, D.C.'s biggest game shop, marks the holiday Saturday with a community puzzle swap: For every puzzle you bring to the Capitol Hill store, you'll be able to take one home with you. Labyrinth is also hosting a speed-puzzling competition for teams of two, which is currently full, though you can sign up for the wait list or just watch the action. (Noon to 4 p.m. Free.) The D.C. Puzzle Competition bases its format on the USA Jigsaw Nationals, in which solo competitors race to finish 300- or 500-piece puzzles. In Saturday's event at the National Cathedral School, there are two 90-minute heats. Tickets include entry and a puzzle to take home. (9:30 to 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $49.43-$65.81.)
'Heated Rivalry' dance party at DC9
Did you miss a chance to buy tickets to the instantly sold-out 9:30 Club "Heated Rivalry" dance parties in February? You can still dance to songs from your favorite show (we hear you, "All the Things She Said") across the street at DC9. Note that ticket prices increase the day of the show. 11 p.m. $5 in advance; $10 day of show.
'Benito Bowl: A Bad Bunny Party' at Public Bar Live
The Dupont Circle sports bar is celebrating the Super Bowl halftime show early with a Bad Bunny dance party. DJ Enemy plays music from the king of Latin trap while the bar offers themed drink specials. 10 p.m. $14.
Book Talk: Roddy Bottum -- 'The Royal We' at Politics and Prose
Roddy Bottum is best known as the keyboardist in Faith No More, who burst from the San Francisco underground to mainstream radio and MTV in the '80s and '90s with singles like "We Care A Lot" and "Epic." Bottum also famously came out as gay in an interview with the Advocate at the height of the band's popularity -- a rarity in the hard-rock scene at the time. His recent autobiography, "The Royal We," covers his career at the top of the alternative rock world, his addictions, and looks back at "a charged era of bicycle messengers, punk rock, street witches, wheatgrass, and rebellion." Bottum joins celebrated music producer Rich Morel, a co-founder of D.C.'s Blowoff dance party, to discuss the book at the Union Market branch of Politics and Prose. 6 p.m. Free.
'Both Sides Now: The Music and Lives of Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen' at Sixth and I
This theatrical concert centers the artistic world of Joni Mitchell and Leonard Cohen; expect performances of "A Case of You," "Hallelujah," "Big Yellow Taxi," "Suzanne" and many more. 7:30. $52.
'Kinky Boots' at Capital One Hall
This perennial favorite musical with a score by pop queen Cyndi Lauper struts into Capital One Hall for the last weekend in January as part of a national touring production. Cheer on the unlikely friendship between anxious Charlie, who is trying to right his family's struggling shoe factory, and drag queen Lola, who helps design a fabulous pair of new stilettos. Saturday at 1 and 7 p.m.; Sunday at noon and 6 p.m. $78-$222.
Boozy Board Game Night at Mr. Henry's
Board games and "Dungeons and Dragons" adventures know no season, but when we talked to friends and colleagues about winter activities for our recent Winter Bucket List, a surprising number mentioned playing games with family and friends. Maybe there's just something cozy about getting together and settling in for a couple of hours with Catan, Century or fellow dungeon crawlers. Labyrinth, D.C.'s best board game shop, hosts weekly game nights in its Capitol Hill store but moves up the street to Mr. Henry's on the first Sunday of the month for its Boozy Board Game Night. There are dozens of games available, ranging from quick-fire word games to complex strategy sessions, or you can bring your own. It's a very social environment -- if you see someone playing a game you love, or something that looks interesting, just ask to join. 6 to 10 p.m. $10.
Deep Dive Live at the Atlantis
There's much to celebrate at the Atlantis on Sunday, with two record-release parties taking place on the same stage. Venray, a duo that meshes surf-rock guitars and '90s-style indie rock, returns to the club that they opened  in 2023, when they performed with Trouble Funk at a show for "Friends and Family" --  now the title of Venray's new album. Post-punk trio Tired All the Time is the second group with a new record out; "Somewhere Else" is packed full of fuzzed-out, synth-driven songs that should appeal to fans of Interpol and darker pop. Shoegazey quartet Flowerbomb completes the bill. 6:30 p.m. $13.
'A Latte Love & Pawtraits' at Tango Pastry
Drink espresso creations and try Argentine snacks as you paint portraits of your pets. The ticket price includes two Valentine's Day-themed cards as your canvas. This paint-and-sip benefits A Cat's Life Rescue. Note that registration closes three days before the event. 2 p.m. $35.
'The Right Stuff' at the National Air and Space Museum
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the opening of the National Air and Space Museum on the National Mall. Celebrations take place throughout the year, including the grand reopening of seven renovated galleries this summer. This week, the museum kicks off its 50th Anniversary Film Series, appropriately enough, with the 1983 historical drama "The Right Stuff," which focuses on the early years of the American space program, from early test flights through Project Mercury. The series will continue with a different air- or space-themed film each month, including "Hidden Figures" and "Sully." 6:30 p.m. $15.30.
'Chasing Kaguya: Moon Myths to Missions' at the Japan Information and Culture Center
Over the course of Japanese civilization, the moon has inspired great art, poetry, folk stories and annual moon-viewing harvest festivals. A new exhibit at the Japanese Embassy's Japan Information and Culture Center looks back at these centuries-old traditions while looking at what comes next, including the country's role in space exploration and a possible return to the moon. Look for special events over the course of the exhibit. Japanese American astronaut Daniel Tani, who completed five spacewalks during his time with NASA, gives the official opening talk Wednesday. (6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free; registration required.) Through March 27. Free.
'Profs and Pints: The Love Lecture' at Hill Center
Profs and Pints's professor-led lecture series returns to the Hill Center for a talk on matters of the heart. Laura Papish, associate professor of philosophy at George Washington University and teacher of a seminar on the philosophy of love, sex and friendship, asks questions on romance: How does our society's understanding of love shape our experience of it? Is love a morally good thing? Why do we think of love as irrational? Accompanied by her husband, Chris, on guitar, she offers answers just ahead of Valentine's Day. 6 p.m. $15.
Aperitivo Hour natural wine tasting at Sonny's Pizza
There's a subtle Valentine's Day theme at this month's natural wine happy hour at Sonny's Pizza: It features co-ferments, or wines where two or more varieties of grapes ferment together in the same vessel. Like a good couple,  the varieties' flavors mingle, develop and become more seamless as they age together. Tickets include tastes of multiple natural wines, and a chance to talk about them with staff and importers. 6 to 8 p.m. $12.51.
BYO Vinyl Night: 'Love Songs + Songs to Make Out To' at No Kisses
Next door to the Parknatural wine tasting, the intimate No Kisses cocktail lounge is getting an early start on Valentine's Day PDA: The theme of this month's BYO Vinyl Night is "Love Songs + Songs to Make Out To," so bring your favorite slow jams and ballads to the tucked-away bar, slide the records over to DJs Laura Lopez and Matt Mathews, and find a nice corner to sip your basil-infused martini or a sharp White Negroni. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
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TV
'Bridgerton' tells a Cinderella story in its predictable fourth season
Luke Thompson and series newcomer Yerin Ha lead a season that continues to entertain but suffers from the constraints of its fantasyland.

The fourth season of "Bridgerton" introduces Sophie Baek (Yerin Ha) as a maid who charms eligible bachelor Benedict Bridgerton (Luke Thompson). (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


By Sonia Rao | 2026-01-29
Benedict Bridgerton is a rake.
At least, he is according to his sister Eloise (Claudia Jessie), who playfully tosses at him the 17th-century insult for a promiscuous man unbothered by propriety -- an enduring trope of the romance genre. Their mother, Lady Violet (Ruth Gemmell), thinks similarly of Benedict (Luke Thompson). She worries her second son will never settle down or, worse, that his irresponsible behavior will besmirch the family's good name and somehow ruin the chances of his younger siblings marrying.
So imagine her excitement when Benedict, bullied into attending a masquerade ball, is finally allured by a young lady. But her identity eludes him, save for the satin glove she accidentally leaves behind. Violet encourages her lovestruck son to find the glove's owner, not knowing -- as the audience does -- that it was worn by Sophie Baek (Yerin Ha), the illegitimate daughter of an earl, whose stepmother, Araminta Gun (Katie Leung), makes her work as a maid after her father's untimely death.
This Cinderella story fuels Part 1 of "Bridgerton's" conventional fourth season, which consists of four episodes (now streaming on Netflix) that entertain but fail to make much of an impression beyond that. Part 2 will premiere Feb. 26. As in previous seasons, the Regency-era drama based on the book series by Julia Quinn centers on a single Bridgerton sibling but loops in supporting storylines involving the others, including Eloise, who rejects high-society expectations and resolves to become a spinster; Francesca (Hannah Dodd), a bashful newlywed who struggles with intimacy in her marriage to Lord John Stirling (Victor Alli); and Hyacinth (Florence Hunt), the youngest Bridgerton sister, who cannot wait to be out in society.

Sophie Baek, who attended the masquerade ball without telling her stepmother, works as a maid during the day. (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


Part 1 -- members of the press received screeners for only those four episodes -- sticks with what has worked for the show so far. Characters attend lavish balls while dressed immaculately, thanks to costume designer John Glaser. They discuss gossip from Lady Whistledown's latest column while promenading through the park, as Penelope (Nicola Coughlan) has not allowed her marriage to Colin Bridgerton (Luke Newton) or the revelation of her secret identity among close friends, family members and even Queen Charlotte (Golda Rosheuvel) stop her from continuing her pot-stirring literary pursuits.
Given this formula, whether or not a specific season of "Bridgerton" clicks relies on how compelling its main couple is; this time around, their chemistry captivates enough. No pairing has been able to replicate the electricity between Season 2's Anthony Bridgerton (Jonathan Bailey) and Kate Sharma (Simone Ashley), but Benedict and Sophie still intrigue because they are polar opposites. While he has enough privilege to defy societal expectations without a second thought, she must operate more carefully. He offers her freedom, while she provides him with some stability. When he meets her again as a maid, not realizing she is the same woman he encountered at the ball, it introduces a level of class consciousness the show has sorely needed.
Thompson is charming as ever, luxuriating in his character's bisexual chaos -- we witness Benedict kissing at least one man this season -- while commanding enough dignity to convince viewers that this rake is, in fact, capable of becoming an honorable gentleman. Ha deserves a great deal of credit for playing Sophie with a degree of stubbornness, lending spice to a character written rather blandly (in Part 1, at least). Perfect heroines are a bore; why should men get to have all the fun?

Lady Araminta Gun (Katie Leung), center, appears alongside her daughters Posy (Isabella Wei), left, and Rosamund (Michelle Mao) in "Bridgerton." (Liam Daniel/Netflix)


This season goes down as smoothly as its predecessors. "Bridgerton" doesn't strive to be much more than fluffy entertainment, and that seems to satisfy its loyal audience. But you have to wonder what the show could become if it ever broke through the fantasy, like its superior spin-off "Queen Charlotte," which delved into King George's mental illness. We know "Bridgerton" takes place in a society free of period-accurate racism -- the queen, who is Black, establishes early on that her interracial marriage basically eradicated such prejudice -- but the accompanying lack of cultural specificity denies deeper characterization to a non-White protagonist such as Sophie. (It was said Kate traveled to England from India, but Sophie's ethnicity -- the actress who plays her is of Korean descent -- has not been mentioned.) It also remains unclear whether Benedict would be cast out of society were his sexual fluidity ever publicized.
The stakes aren't high enough to elevate the season. Araminta, for instance, would make a more compelling villain if the reasons behind her malice toward Sophie were more clearly explained. Instead, all we get is the implication that she is still upset, seemingly more than a decade later, that she didn't know the earl had a child out of wedlock before she married him. Leung, known for playing Cho Chang in the Harry Potter film series, is a capable actress who doesn't quite receive the material she deserves here.
Some of this may change when the latter half of the season drops, but it would be a (pleasant) surprise for the series to switch gears this late in the game. When one of high society's scheming mothers declares, "Reformed rakes make the best husbands," it's pretty clear where the rest of this story will go. Great gowns, beautiful gowns -- and not too much more.
Bridgerton Season 4: Part 1 (Four episodes) is now streaming on Netflix. Part Two (Four episodes) premieres Feb. 26.
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Art
A great American artist who urges us all to hush down
A traveling retrospective for Martin Puryear, one of the country's most celebrated sculptors, gathers quietly powerful works that already feel timeless.

"Martin Puryear: Nexus," an exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, features Puryear's "Big Phrygian," 2010-2014, painted red cedar. (Glenstone Museum/Matthew Marks Gallery/Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


By Sebastian Smee | 2026-01-29
BOSTON -- Coming upon a sculpture by Martin Puryear can be like greeting a cowled monk standing sentry at the gates of a mountain monastery. You can try using your words. But chances are nothing will come back. You're best off finding some other way to build rapport.
The great American artist, who represented the United States at the 2019 Venice Biennale, is the subject of a traveling career survey at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, this winter. Organized by Emily Liebert with Reto Thuring, it will travel to the Cleveland Museum of Art in the spring and the High Museum of Art in Atlanta in the fall.

"Untitled," circa 2003, by Martin Puryear. Graphite on paper. (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston/Martin Puryear/Matthew Marks Gallery)


Puryear is a first-rate draftsman and printmaker, but he's best known for his sculptures, which register as both three-dimensional forms and poetic images. They may, over time, produce meanings. But Puryear's ambivalence about this second function is palpable. Meanings, after all, are just another kind of noise. So much of Puryear's work, as the architect Billie Tsien notes in the catalogue, "feels as if it is trying to make the world more quiet."
Having come across a Puryear masterpiece in a Swedish forest last year, I can vouch for Tsien's take. "Meditation in a Beech Wood," as the piece is titled, seemed to be imploring even the birds and the breeze to quit their histrionics.
Deranged by noise, we crave quiet. To spend time with Puryear sculptures like "Alien Huddle," "On the Tundra," "Big Phrygian" and "Noblesse O" is to sense the power of certain kinds of silence or opacity.
But there's more to them than that.
"I am soft sift/ In an hourglass," wrote Gerard Manley Hopkins -- "at the wall/ Fast, but mined with a motion, a drift,/ And it crowds and it combs to the fall." Hopkins's image of sand in an hourglass, undermined by its own weight, is both sculptural and kinetic. To read it is to imagine yourself circling around the hourglass looking for signs of the sand's silent, ineluctable motion.

"Alien Huddle," 1993-1995, by Martin Puryear. Red cedar and pine. (Gary Kirchenbauer/Cleveland Museum of Art/Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


You circle around the sculptures of Puryear, 84, in a similar spirit. But, as Hopkins wrote, we are "mined with a motion, a drift." It's that drift -- call it doubt, call it mortality -- that powers the production of meaning.
Like the wake formed by an advancing boat, the meanings of Puryear's sculptures trail behind their formal and material richness. They're suggested as much by the recurrence of a form in different contexts as by the forms themselves.
One bronze sculpture, for instance, was inspired by a type of headwear, a fila gobi cap, worn by the Yoruba people of West Africa. Cast from an open-mesh-like structure made from rattan and twine knots, it has a drooping component that links it to Phrygian caps worn by formerly enslaved people, freed by manumission, in ancient Rome. These Phrygian caps were adopted in turn by French revolutionaries to symbolize freedom and democratic values, and they also appeared in the context of the American Revolution.

"Confessional," 1996-2000, by Martin Puryear. Wire mesh, staples, nails, steel rods, tar, various woods. (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


The very elasticity of these meanings -- their adaptability to different situations in history and to different forms in Puryear's work -- keeps the assertion of meaning both in play and at bay. Whenever the noise of interpretation around his work rises to a din, Puryear is always there, smiling like a benign monk, with a gentle hand gesture that signals "hush."
Puryear has a penchant for rounded, three-dimensional forms that are heavier or more bulbous above than below. As a result, many of them appear in tension with gravity. A recurring theme in his work, as Julia Phillips notes in the catalogue, is "the dramatic turning point, the moment gravity gets the best of the volume."
What happens then -- at least in the viewer's imagination -- is that the static sculpture begins to move, transforming itself from a mere object into a kind of event. Not just evidence of a process (how was it made?) but a prompt to speculation (what will happen next?).
Hopkins again: His poem "The Windhover" describes the flight of a falcon as a phenomenon, an expression of natural virtuosity and the achievement of a dynamic equilibrium: "Striding/ High there," he wrote of the falcon, "how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling wing/ In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing,/ As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hurl and gliding/ Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding/ Stirred for a bird, -- the achieve of, the mastery of the thing!"
On the face of it, Puryear's sculptures are much less dynamic than this. Even those suggesting animals (perched falcons, crouching cats, pointy-nosed moles) are in states of repose. They are conspicuously still.
But they're enlivened by a tremendous latent energy. Puryear's forms can be (among other possibilities) open, closed, elliptical, spherical or conical. But as you try to describe them, verbs begin to feel more useful than adjectives: circling, spiraling, slumping, drooping, creasing, connecting, tapering, twisting, pleating, looping.

"Nexus," 1979, by Martin Puryear. Alaskan yellow cedar, pigment and gesso. (Collection of Halley K. Harrisburg and Michael Rosenfeld; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


Birds are one recurring motif. Puryear fell in love with gyrfalcons when he was a boy, having discovered them in folios of John James Audubon's "Birds of America" at the Smithsonian's Museum of Natural History. (He was born and raised in Washington.) He went to the zoo, too: "A zoo can be as stimulating as an art museum," he rightly notes.
You can feel the spirit of Constantin Brancusi's abstracted birds behind "On the Tundra," a hooded, avian form that Puryear has addressed in bronze, white marble, glass and wood. But Brancusi's drive toward a sublimated purity of form holds limited interest for Puryear, who also rejects the modernist avant-garde's aversion to anything looking like "craft."
Puryear loves vernacular traditions and is fascinated by utilitarian objects. A committed and curious traveler, he has been a student of local craft traditions wherever he has lived. Those places include Sierra Leone and Stockholm, where he lived in the '60s, and Japan, which he visited in 1982, on a Guggenheim fellowship, to study architecture and garden design.
Like any good woodworker, Puryear, who lives in Upstate New York, sees his work as a collaboration with the living material. Wood, as he points out, is always moving as you work. "It's shrinking and swelling all the time."
Puryear sometimes works with softer woods, including red cedar, basswood, pine and spruce. Elsewhere he will choose dense, durable woods such as black locust, pear wood, maple or oak. Each decision makes sense for the form, although not always with a straightforwardly modernist form-follows-function logic.
Puryear also works with cast iron, aluminum, gold leaf, hemp rope, rawhide and marble. All his works are distinct -- they all emanate silent power -- but certain forms and ideas recur. Cumulatively, they create a kind of soft and beautiful babble, a murmuration.
Sometimes the babble speaks of politics and history. As his exhibition in Venice made clear, Puryear, who is African American, has long grounded his work in an appreciation of liberty and justice -- and what it means to be deprived of them.

"A Column for Sally Hemings" by Martin Puryear, 2021. Marble, cast iron. (Ron Amstutz/Martin Puryear/Matthew Marks Gallery/Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


He has made works concerning Sally Hemings (the enslaved woman believed to be the mother of some of Thomas Jefferson's children), Booker T. Washington, Jim Beckwourth (a biracial frontiersman who was born to an enslaved woman and an enslaving father) and the Great Migration (via Jean Toomer's novel "Cane"). His appreciation of various cultural traditions in Africa is at one with his ethical approach, as is his love of the natural world.
Puryear's sculptures can be as solid and opaque as a brick wall. But he also loves basketry and mesh and other open forms. When he wants extra malleability, he might use birch plywood or rattan. But, as if to keep us guessing, he will cast a woven rattan and twine structure in hardest bronze. Some of his most commanding works involve thatching or rawhide.

Puryear's works on display at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston)


Some artists' importance isn't established until after their death. What I find striking about Puryear is how timeless his work already seems. You feel that his sculptures' latent energies will keep folding over in the imagination, like rich cake batter in a mixer, for decades to come.
Martin Puryear: Nexus Through Feb. 8 at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. It will travel to the Cleveland Museum of Art (April 12-Aug. 9) and the High Museum of Art in Atlanta (Sept. 25-Jan. 17).
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Music
Courtney Love was villainized after Kurt Cobain's death. She wants to talk.
Courtney Love, 61, opens up about Kurt Cobain and records new music in the intimate Sundance documentary "Antiheroine."

Courtney Love appears in "Antiheroine," a new documentary by directors Edward Lovelace and James Hall. (Edward Lovelace/Sundance Institute)


By Jada Yuan | 2026-01-29
PARK CITY, Utah -- "The most transgressive thing you can do in the world is be a female aging in public," Courtney Love says in one of the most striking lines of "Antiheroine," an intimate documentary in which the 61-year-old rock musician reflects on her relationship with Kurt Cobain, and the highs and tragedies of her life, as she writes her first new album in well over a decade.
A rowdy and supportive crowd filled the biggest theater Tuesday night at the Sundance Film Festival, eager for a chance to catch up with the former front woman of Hole, who's been (mostly) out of the public eye since she moved to London in 2019 -- just her and Bell, her beloved Pomeranian -- when she was 21/2 months sober.
Much to the audience's disappointment, though, Love couldn't be there. The festival instead shot a video of the applauding crowd to send her.
The Courtney Love who invites directors Edward Lovelace and James Hall into her art-filled Edwardian home is just as funny and unfiltered as you remember, reflecting on how everyone has a story or a complaint about her: "She stole my grandmother's wedding ring. She ate my muesli. I'm not even kidding!"
R.E.M. front man Michael Stipe, who says he would do anything for Love and is helping out with her new album, along with Echo & the Bunnymen's Will Sergeant, describes her as "one of those people like Patti Smith, who from time to time just has to kick in a window."
Most rock comeback documentaries might include footage of their subject getting back onstage in front of an adoring crowd. But what Lovelace and Hall have shot for their 98-minute film is smaller and far more personal. We see Love, a practitioner of Buddhist chanting, in her bedroom, on her back patio among her rose bushes, or even getting contemplative in a bathtub.
This isn't a film about someone returning to fame but about an artist who, having hit rock bottom, is just trying to find her voice again and move on to her next chapter.
"I'm a f---ing household name who's stuck in 1994!" she says at one point.
That's the year Cobain, her husband and the front man of Nirvana, arguably the biggest band on the planet at the time, died by suicide from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head in their Seattle home. Their daughter, Frances Bean Cobain, was just 20 months old.

Kurt Cobain performing in Seattle on Dec. 13, 1993. (Robert Sorbo/AP)


Even if you lived through the '90s, it's shocking to be reminded of the timeline of events. Hole's acclaimed second outing, "Live Through This" -- a beloved album that's found generations of fans -- came out a week later. And rather than take time off, Love just powered through. Looking back, she says in the film, she was running away from grief, but it came out in all kinds of ways. Heavy drug use. Being belligerent with fans. Disrespecting her band.
And this was happening as she was being vilified worldwide by Nirvana fans who wanted to blame her for Cobain's death. Some theorized that she had murdered him to get his money. Someone put shotgun shells on the stage at a Hole concert. The film shows Love diving off the stage to crowd surf and people ripping off her clothes as security has to shove them away to rescue her.
Her stint in Hollywood after that, in which she established herself as a mainstream actress with celebrated performances in "The People vs. Larry Flynt" and "Man on the Moon," is described by a friend as part of her pattern as a drug addict. Just this time, she was addicted to fame.
Hole was a pioneering angry, raw, unapologetic feminist band, and Love's relationship with Cobain had skyrocketed her to stardom as part of the "it" couple of the grunge era. They got together when Hole went on tour with Nirvana, she says in the film, after "flirting for a year" and bonding over "being rejected by our fathers." (Hers was "a lowlife" who had custody removed for allegedly dosing her with LSD when she was 4.)
"When you find somebody you really get along with and can be yourself with, it's easy," Love says in the film.
"We knew we were in love, we knew we wanted to have a baby right away," she continues. "The thing that got in the way was his need for total oblivion" -- even though they both were addicted to heroin.
Looking back, Love says, their biggest tensions came from being on different trajectories. She was still hungry for respect and fame, and he wanted to retreat from it all -- leading him to accuse her of abandoning him amid his spiraling drug use.
The night he died, she says, getting emotional, he tried to call her at the Peninsula Beverly Hills, while she was in Los Angeles for rehab, but the front desk didn't put the late-night call through.
One shot shows the words she scrawled in giant red letters across her diary: "I can't grow a new heart."
Though gentle with its subject, "Antiheroine" isn't a vanity film that Love commissioned. Producer Julia Nottingham said in the screening Q&A that while working on a documentary about Pamela Anderson in January 2022, the crew was constantly talking about Love as another misunderstood famous woman from the '80s and '90s who had been shaped by a specific narrative, and hadn't really gotten to tell her full story. So, Nottingham cold-emailed Love's manager, who, shockingly, wrote her back and asked to meet. That's when she learned that Love was finally working on new music.

From left: Edward Lovelace, Julia Nottingham and James Hall at the Sundance premiere of "Antiheroine." (Dia Dipasupil/Getty Images)


She thought of Lovelace and Hall (known for their immersive, character-driven documentary style) and sent them over to meet and film Love at her house. Six or seven hours later, no one had called her. "I thought, it's either gone really well, or she's kidnapped them," Nottingham said. "And then she called me, and she was like, 'Julia, oh my God, you found the British Maysles brothers!'"
Lovelace said that their technique is to just give subjects space to take the conversation where they want to go, which usually leads to them going deeper than they do in other interviews.
It also may account for why there's so little specificity about Love's relationship with her daughter, who in 2009, at 17, asked to be emancipated and filed a restraining order against her mother for her drug use and alleging she caused the death of two family pets because of "hoarding" and "addiction." Frances's absence is noticeable, as is the fact that it's never addressed.
Love shows Frances's baby photos and says that the emancipation happened during the fallout from her drug relapse because "Frances couldn't take it anymore." But she doesn't speak about their relationship much except to joke that she's got to write the album "before I shuffle off this mortal coil and end up living on my daughter's lap." She also mentions that she's going to see her grandson.
Eventually, Love trusted the directors enough to bring them into her writing process, which involved her looking through her diaries and photos of Cobain, a process she describes as "pretty ... hard."
Crying in a karaoke room, she sings Nirvana's "In Bloom," saying it's the first time she's sung anything of his, period.
"No one's going to listen to me without music," she says, which may be an oblique reference to her long-awaited memoir, "The Girl With the Most Cake," which she announced she had finished with a ghostwriter in 2022. But it still hasn't been published. Does she think she needs to make a new album before people will read the book? That follow-up question is never asked.

Love performs in 2004 in Atlanta. (Scott Gries/Getty Images)


Hall said in the Q&A that Love told them several times: "I'm writing this record just for me. I'm not writing this record out of necessity, because I have go back on tour. It's just this record is everything to me."
The movie's most revealing footage comes from watching Love try to sing. Her voice is shot. While singing a Hole song at karaoke, she can't hit the screaming high notes she used to perform night after night.
In the studio, trying to record a song titled "Blood From a Stone" that she wrote about Frances, she's a ball of nerves, constantly doubting if the takes are good and asking to start over.
The progress, quite honestly, does not sound good. But the film ends with a lovely reunion with Hole bassist Melissa Auf der Maur and the triumphant playback of the song, which sounds like classic Hole.
No word on when the album is coming out, and the movie still needs distribution. But if this is a story about a person rebuilding their confidence, the good news is that on those last days in the studio, Hall said, "she said she had never felt better."
"There's no logic that this woman is alive," Auf der Maur says in the film, joyously. "She should be dead 25 times."
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Movies
Rachel McAdams takes her cutthroat comedy genius way beyond Regina George
In Sam Raimi's "Send Help," Rachel McAdams and Dylan O'Brien star as feuding colleagues stranded on a desert island.

Rachel McAdams stars in "Send Help" as a woman stranded on a desert island with her obnoxious boss. (Brook Rushton/20th Century Studios)


By Sonia Rao | 2026-01-29
If you weren't already a fan of Rachel McAdams, "Send Help" should convert you.
The actress is superb in the new horror-comedy from director Sam Raimi, which follows a pair of colleagues who survive a plane crash and become stranded on a remote island somewhere off the coast of Thailand. Numbers whiz Linda Liddle (McAdams) may have been too awkward and frumpy to command respect at her corporate job, but she thrives on the island thanks to years of obsessing over "Survivor." She nurses her wounded boss Bradley Preston (Dylan O'Brien) back to health and, after the obnoxious man's gratitude runs out, attempts to outwit him into submission while they await rescue.
McAdams has played cutthroat before, most memorably as queen bee Regina George in "Mean Girls." But she is tasked with displaying it as a newfound trait when Linda finally cracks after years of being underestimated. The character struts around with an air of superiority as she builds shelter out of tropical trees and roasts freshly caught fish over an impressive fire, recognizing Bradley's leg injury as confirmation that, for once, she holds all the power in their relationship. A devious glint appears in her eye when he compliments her survival skills to stay in her good graces.

Dylan O'Brien, left, and McAdams play an obnoxious boss and his underestimated employee. (Brook Rushton/20th Century Studios)


"Send Help" marks McAdams's first film role since her understated performance in the 2023 adaptation of Judy Blume's "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret." Her animated portrayal of Linda is a highlight of her impressive career, up there with her amusingly deadpan (and viral) line readings in the 2018 comedy "Game Night." There are similar moments scattered throughout the Raimi film in which McAdams maintains her cool in circumstances so outrageous that you just have to marvel at her composure.
The actress finds a suitable partner in O'Brien, the onetime star of TV's "Teen Wolf" and the Maze Runner film franchise, who proved his acting chops in last year's twisted comedy "Twinless." Bradley isn't as complicated as Linda -- he's a spoiled rich kid who inherits a company and makes business decisions based on whether he'd play golf with you -- but O'Brien's natural charisma and exaggerated humor make his character a compelling figure in this marooned power struggle.
Raimi, known for directing the Evil Dead horror trilogy and the Tobey Maguire Spider-Man movies, carefully calibrates the tone of his film based on Damian Shannon and Mark Swift's screenplay. He eases the audience into its body horror, starting with a scene in the office when Bradley stares in disgust at a bit of tuna salad stuck to the corner of Linda's mouth. The camera zooms in and lingers on the white gunk, as though ogling it -- a mild preview of the gross liquids and bodily substances to come.

There is lots of blood in this movie. Be warned! (20th Century Studios)


And, boy, are there a lot of them. The plane crash is crazy violent, complete with visuals of Linda's contemptible colleague (Xavier Smith) getting bloodied up as the wind whisks him out of the aircraft and smashes his head against its windows. There's some vomit from Linda, Bradley and maybe even viewers, depending on how you fare during a super gory scene where Linda hunts a warthog for meat. That sequence, which takes place relatively early on, is among the best in a film full of laugh-out-loud moments.
The chuckles help keep "Send Help" feeling dynamic despite largely consisting of two actors in a single setting. The film peaks early; while its first and second acts are absolute riots, the third is shakier and builds to a finale more predictable than the rest of this story's twists and turns.
But even if it doesn't stick the landing -- the plane didn't, either -- this journey is well worth undertaking. McAdams again proves she has real comedic chops that this island, and Raimi's direction, have only sharpened.
R. At area theaters. Contains bloody violence and strong language. 113 minutes.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/2026/01/29/send-help-raimi-mcadams-review/
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