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    Argentina requests extradition of Maduro from the US on crimes against humanity charges




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 12, 2020, file photo, Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro gives a press conference at the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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            SERGIO FARELLA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- An Argentine judge on Wednesday requested the extradition from the United States of former Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, who was captured by the U.S. military last month and now faces federal charges of narco-terrorism and conspiracy to import cocaine in New York. 
The inquest from Argentina, whose judges have aggressively pursued human rights abuse cases beyond its borders, accuses Maduro of having committed crimes against humanity in overseeing a harsh crackdown on protesters and political opponents as president. 
"The urgent translation of the international request and the documentation attached thereto is hereby ordered," said the warrant, which was signed by Argentine federal judge Sebastian Ramos and seen by The Associated Press.
Plaintiffs include Venezuelans who suffered torture, arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance, among other abuses, at the hands of Venezuelan security forces and intelligence agents. 

    
The case, filed in Buenos Aires in 2023 by human rights organizations representing the victims, relies on the principle of universal jurisdiction, a legal concept that allows for the prosecution in Argentina of anyone from any country who commits crimes like genocide or terrorism anywhere in the world. 



    
        




    




Argentina's foreign ministry must now present the request to the Trump administration, which is unlikely to comply as Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores await trial in a Brooklyn jail on charges that they worked with drug cartels to facilitate the shipment of thousands of tons of cocaine into the U.S over a 25-year period.

    
    
    
Even so, one of the organizations that filed the case hailed the request as an important milestone "for Argentina, for justice, and above all, for Venezuelan victims who dared to speak out." 
"Beyond this specific resolution, there remains the satisfaction of having stood up to the powerful, fiercely defending human rights," wrote the Argentine Forum for the Defense of Democracy. 

    
In asking the U.S. to hand Maduro over to Argentina, the warrant cites the 1997 extradition treaty between the countries and acknowledges Maduro's recent capture.
An Argentine court first issued an international arrest warrant for Maduro in 2024. Following the U.S. military operation that ousted Maduro on Jan. 3, Argentine federal prosecutors asked Judge Ramos to request the extradition for the crimes-against-humanity investigation. 
As one of just a handful of countries whose law permits the investigation of crimes-against-humanity cases beyond its borders, Argentina has increasingly taken center stage in lawsuits ranging from the torture of dissidents under Franco's dictatorship in Spain to atrocities committed by the military against Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.

President Javier Milei of Argentina, the region's most prominent right-wing leader and ally of President Donald Trump, has cheered the U.S. military seizure of Maduro. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/argentina-maduro-milei-trump-extradition-universal-jurisdiction-f1c51e062ebe8a4973136120d32960c6
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[image: Vladislav Baumgertner, chief executive of Russia's largest potash company Uralkali, speaks in Moscow on Dec. 7, 2012. (AP Photo/File)]
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- Authorities in Cyprus said Wednesday a body discovered last month on a beach along the country's southern coastline has been identified as the former chief executive of Russia's largest potash company who had been detained in Belarus in 2013 on charges of harming the Belarusian economy.
Police on a British military base in Cyprus said DNA analysis confirm the body is that of Vladislav Baumgertner, 53, who went missing from his home in the coastal city of Limassol on Jan. 7. Baumgertner's body was found a week later on Avdimou beach. 
An investigation into the circumstances as well as the cause of Baumgertner's death is ongoing, according to the British Sovereign Base Areas police. Baumgertner's relatives have been notified. Avdimou lies inside one of two military bases on Cyprus that the U.K. retained after the island gained independence from British colonial rule in 1960. The bases have their own police force and courts.

    
Baumgertner was the CEO of Uralkali when Belarusian authorities placed him under house arrest in September 2013 after a dispute between his company and its Belarusian trading partner escalated.



    
        




    




He was released two months later and extradited to Russia where prosecutors launched a criminal probe against him on abuse of office charges.
At the time, analysts had attributed Baumgertner's arrest to retaliation for Uralkali's decision to pull out of a joint venture.

    
    
    
Uralkali and state-owned Belarusian Potash Co. had been exporting the commodity -- a key ingredient in fertilizer -- through a joint venture that at the time accounted for about a quarter of the world's potash.
Uralkali pulled out of the trading venture after accusing the government in Minsk of allowing the state-owned company to export potash independently. 
Uralkali's withdrawal left Belarusian Potash Co. with virtually no qualified staff and raised fears of a price war. Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko claimed that Uralkali and Baumgertner's actions harmed his country's economy.

Baumgartner had been living in Cyprus for several years. He had reportedly been staying in an apartment above his place of business in Limassol that thousands of Russian expatriates have made their home.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cyprus-russia-belarus-potash-uralkali-baumgertner-avdimou-66fe12ef0e41047b3669cfeb5d5aa884
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            The prime minister said Mandelson had "portrayed Epstein as someone he barely knew." In a speech on Thursday, he said "I am sorry ... for having believed Mandelson's lies and appointed him."
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            Prime Minister Keir Starmer faced the wrath of opposition lawmakers, and his own Labour Party backbenchers, after acknowledging that he had known at the time of the 2024 appointment about former U.K. Ambassador to the U.S. Peter Mandelson's friendship with the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer delivers a speech at Horntye Park Sports Complex in St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, England, Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (Peter Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, right, talks with Britain's ambassador to the United States Peter Mandelson during a welcome reception at the ambassador's residence on Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2025 in Washington. (Carl Court/Pool Photo via AP, file)]
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[image: Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer adjusts his glasses as he waits to deliver his speech at Horntye Park Sports Complex in St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, England, Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (Peter Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: British Ambassador to the United States, Peter Mandelson speaks during the rededication ceremony of the George Washington Statue in the National Gallery in London, Wednesday, June 18, 2025. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Newspaper front pages are on display at a News agent in London, Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Newspaper front pages are on display at a News agent in London, Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JILL LAWLESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- Keir Starmer never met Jeffrey Epstein. But the British prime minister's job is under threat because of the fallout from the late sex offender's global web of relationships.
Friendship with Epstein has already brought down a British royal - Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, formerly known as Prince Andrew - and U.K ambassador to Washington Peter Mandelson, fired by Starmer over his links to the financier. 
Now new revelations have plunged Starmer's center-left government into turmoil.

    
    As a rule, the AP does not identify people who say they have been sexually assaulted or subjected to severe abuse. We typically only identify them if they have publicly identified themselves -- at a news conference or in court, for example.


    


The prime minister is facing mounting pressure from within his governing Labour Party over his decision in 2024 to appoint Mandelson, a veteran Labour politician, to the Washington role despite his ties to Epstein. Just how close those ties were has been exposed in newly released documents that have dominated headlines in the U.K.
Starmer apologized on Thursday to Epstein's victims, saying Mandelson had repeatedly lied and "portrayed Epstein as someone he barely knew."

    
"I am sorry, sorry for what was done to you, sorry that so many people with power failed you," Starmer said. "Sorry for having believed Mandelson's lies and appointed him."
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]
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[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]
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Critics believe it's an error that could end Starmer's premiership.
"He is now essentially a boxer on the ropes," said Rob Ford, professor of political science at the University of Manchester. "His administration could fall over tomorrow, or it could stagger on for months or even years. (But) his authority is seriously shot."

    
    
    
Mandelson a risky appointment
Starmer fired Mandelson, 72, in September after emails were published showing that he maintained a friendship with Epstein after the late financier's 2008 conviction for sex offenses involving a minor. Epstein committed suicide in a jail cell in 2019 while awaiting trial on U.S. federal charges accusing him of sexually abusing dozens of girls.
Documents published last week by the U.S. Justice Department contain new revelations, including papers suggesting Mandelson shared sensitive government information with Epstein after the 2008 global financial crisis, and records of payments totaling $75,000 in 2003 and 2004 from Epstein to accounts linked to Mandelson or his husband Reinaldo Avila da Silva.

    
There are also chatty, jokey messages pointing to a much closer relationship with Epstein than Mandelson had disclosed.
British police are investigating Mandelson over potential misconduct in public office. He is not accused of any sexual offenses and says he never witnessed any sexual wrongdoing,
Mandelson was chosen as ambassador because his trade expertise, contacts and mastery of the political "dark arts" were considered assets in dealing with U.S. President Donald Trump's second administration.
Critics say Starmer was, at best, naive in not recognizing the risks involved. Aside from his association with Epstein, Mandelson twice had to resign from senior government posts because of scandals over money or ethics.

    
'His judgment is questionable'
In the House of Commons on Wednesday, Starmer answered "Yes" when asked whether the vetting process in 2024 had revealed that Mandelson's friendship with Epstein continued after the latter's 2008 conviction. 
The answer sent shock waves through the chamber. On Thursday Starmer said he had meant only that it had "been known publicly for some time that they knew each other."
The government plans to release files related to the vetting process that it hopes will exonerate Starmer and show Mandelson lied. But the government is not entirely in control of the process. Some documents are likely to be held back because of the police investigation. Others will be reviewed by Parliament's independent Intelligence and Security Committee for potential national security implications.
Labour lawmaker Paula Barker said the prime minister "has shown that his judgment is questionable."
"I think he has a very long way to go to rebuild trust and confidence with the public, and trust and confidence within our party," she told the BBC.

    
A string of setbacks
Starmer has faced a string of setbacks since he led Labour to a landslide election victory in July 2024. He has struggled to deliver promised economic growth, repair tattered public services and ease the cost of living. He pledged a return to honest government after 14 years of scandal-tarred Conservative rule, but has been beset by missteps and U-turns over welfare cuts and other unpopular policies.
Despite his struggles on the home front, Starmer has been praised for his work on the world stage. He has played a key role in maintaining European support for Ukraine, and in keeping Trump engaged with peace efforts and NATO. He has also worked to rebuild ties with the European Union after the U.K.'s acrimonious departure from the bloc in 2020.
Labour consistently lags behind the hard-right Reform UK party in opinion polls, and its failure to improve had sparked talk of a leadership challenge, even before the Mandelson revelations.

    
The Epstein files may have brought a challenge closer, but key rivals are holding back, for now.
Senior lawmaker Angela Rayner, a popular figure on the left of the party, is still stinging after being forced to resign as deputy prime minister in September for failing to pay enough tax on a home purchase. Health Secretary Wes Streeting, a star of Labour's right, was close to Mandelson in the past.
Some Labour lawmakers are calling for Starmer to fire his top aide Morgan McSweeney, a powerful backroom figure mistrusted by many Labour lawmakers, and widely seen as a key force behind Mandelson's appointment.
Legislator Karl Turner said the prime minister should "get rid of those advisers who frankly have given terrible advice to him over these weeks and months."
On Thursday Starmer vowed to carry on doing the "vital work" of governing.
But more potential flashpoints loom. Labour may lose a long-held seat in Parliament in a Feb. 26 special election in Greater Manchester. The party is also expected to fare badly in regional and local elections in May.

Ford said that "whenever the moment comes when Starmer does finally leave, either of his own volition or because his MPs oust him ... It will all be traced back to appointing Peter Mandelson."
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    Savannah Guthrie posts message to her mother's kidnapper asking to provide proof she is alive
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            NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie said her family is ready to talk to people holding their mother, but they want to see proof that she is alive. Nancy Guthrie was last seen Saturday around 9:45 p.m. when she was dropped off at home by family.
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            A vigil was held late Wednesday for the missing mother of NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie at St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church in Tucson, Arizona.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church hosted a candlelight service for Nancy Guthrie, the 84-year-old mother of NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie in Tucson, Ariz. on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]
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            St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church hosted a candlelight service for Nancy Guthrie, the 84-year-old mother of NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie in Tucson, Ariz. on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of people walk up to St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church to attend the candlelight service for Nancy Guthrie, the 84-year-old mother of NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie in Tucson, Ariz. on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            A group of people walk up to St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church to attend the candlelight service for Nancy Guthrie, the 84-year-old mother of NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie in Tucson, Ariz. on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Law enforcement officers are present outside the home of Nancy Guthrie, the mother of "Today" host Savannah Guthrie, near Tucson, Ariz., Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Sejal Govindarao)]
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[image: This image provided by the Pima County Sheriff's Department, on Monday, Feb. 2, 2026, shows a missing person alert for Nancy Guthrie. (Pima County Sheriff's Department via AP)]
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[image: Savannah Guthrie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- NBC "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie sent a public message to her 84-year-old mother's kidnapper on Wednesday saying that her family is ready to talk but wants proof that she is alive.
Guthrie said in a recorded video posted on social media that her family has heard media reports about a ransom letter for Nancy Guthrie, who authorities believe was taken from her home in Arizona against her will.
"We are ready to talk. However, we live in a world where voices and images are easily manipulated," Savannah Guthrie said while reading from a prepared statement. "We need to know without a doubt that she is alive and that you have her. We want to hear from you and we are ready to listen. Please reach out to us."
She was last seen around 9:45 p.m. Saturday, when she was dropped off at home by family after having dinner with them, the sheriff's department said. She was reported missing midday Sunday after she didn't appear at a church. 

    
The family posted the message after police conducted a search in and around Nancy Guthrie's home for several hours Wednesday.
Kevin Adger, a spokesperson for the Pima County Sheriff's Department, said investigators had been at the home earlier in the week for a couple of days and then turned it back over to the family with the understanding they could go back if they needed to.



    
        




    




"This is a follow up investigation," he said in reference to officials returning Wednesday.

    
    
    
Adger said the sheriff's department was not commenting on the video released by the family.
Multiple media organizations reported receiving purported ransom notes Tuesday that they handed over to investigators. The sheriff's department had said it was taking the notes and other tips seriously but declined to comment further.

    
The family's message for Nancy Guthrie
Savannah Guthrie was at times emotional during the recording, with her voice cracking. She smiled and looked into the camera when addressing her mother directly, saying that the family was praying for her and that people were looking for her. 
"Mommy, if you are hearing this, you are a strong woman. You are God's precious daughter," she said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the Pima County Sheriff's Department, on Monday, Feb. 2, 2026, shows a missing person alert for Nancy Guthrie. (Pima County Sheriff's Department via AP)]
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Savannah Guthrie described her mother as a "kind, faithful, loyal, fiercely loving woman of goodness and light" and said she was funny, spunky and clever. 
"Talk to her and you'll see," she said. 
Guthrie was flanked by her sister Annie and her brother Camron who both also spoke. Annie called their mother their beacon and said they need her.
"Mamma, If you're listening, we need you to come home. We miss you," Annie Guthrie said. 
No suspect identified
Authorities on Wednesday offered no detailed update on their search. Pima County Sheriff Chris Nanos' office said detectives still were speaking with anyone who had contact with Nancy Guthrie last weekend but that no suspect or person of interest had been identified. 
Nanos suggested there was video from some cameras, though he didn't elaborate, adding: "That's all been submitted and we're doing our best with the companies that own those cameras or built those cameras."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Law enforcement officers are present outside the home of Nancy Guthrie, the mother of "Today" host Savannah Guthrie, near Tucson, Ariz., Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Sejal Govindarao)]



        

        
        
            
                    Law enforcement officers are present outside the home of Nancy Guthrie, the mother of "Today" host Savannah Guthrie, near Tucson, Ariz., Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Sejal Govindarao)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
There were signs of forced entry at the home in the Catalina Foothills neighborhood. Guthrie has limited mobility, and officials do not believe she left on her own. A sheriff's dispatcher talking to deputies during a search Sunday indicated that she has high blood pressure, a pacemaker and heart issues, according to audio from broadcastify.com.

    
Jim Mason, longtime commander of a search-and-rescue posse in Maricopa County, isn't involved in the search for Guthrie but said desert terrain can make looking for missing people difficult. He said it can be hard to peer into areas that are dense with mesquite trees, cholla cactus and other desert brush.
"Some of it is so thick you can't drive through it," Mason said.
Supporters around the country
A couple hundred people attended an evening vigil for Nancy Guthrie at a Tucson church where they heard prayers and placed lit candles on an altar. A priest prayed for God to comfort Guthrie and to bring her home to those she loves.
Afterward, Jeremy Thacker had tears in his eyes as he described the heartbreak and helplessness he was experiencing over Guthrie's disappearance. He worked with Savannah Guthrie at a local news station and they shared losing their fathers at a young age. His own sister was kidnapped when he was young.

    
Thacker said he knew Nancy Guthrie to be sharp, grounded and earnest.
"We're all holding our breath," Thacker said.
On the other side of the country, Victory Church in Albany, New York, said it's offering a $25,000 reward for information that leads to finding Nancy Guthrie.
"Me and my wife, we watch Savannah every single morning. We've heard of her faith. We've heard of her mom's faith. And she's got such a sweet spirit," Pastor Charlie Muller said.
The White House said President Donald Trump called and spoke with Savannah Guthrie on Wednesday.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Savannah Guthrie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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"I spoke with Savannah Guthrie, and let her know that I am directing ALL Federal Law Enforcement to be at the family's, and Local Law Enforcement's, complete disposal, IMMEDIATELY," Trump said in a post on Truth Social. "We are deploying all resources to get her mother home safely."

    
For a third day, "Today" opened with Guthrie's disappearance, but Savannah Guthrie was not at the anchor's desk. NBC Sports said Tuesday that she will not be covering the 2026 Milan Cortina Winter Olympics "as she focuses on being with her family during this difficult time."
The "Today" host grew up in Tucson, graduated from the University of Arizona and previously worked as a reporter and anchor at Tucson television station KVOA. Her parents settled in Tucson in the 1970s when she was a young child. The youngest of three siblings, she credits her mom with holding their family together after her father died of a heart attack at 49, when Savannah was just 16. 
___

Billeaud reported from Phoenix. Associated Press writers Audrey McAvoy in Honolulu, Hallie Golden in Seattle, Michael Hill in Albany, New York, Darlene Superville in Washington and Julie Walker in New York contributed.
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                    U.S. News

    Epstein files rife with uncensored nudes and victims' names, despite redaction efforts




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A document that was included in the U.S. Department of Justice release of the Jeffrey Epstein files, photographed Monday, Feb. 2, 2026, shows a diagram prepared by the FBI attempting to chart the network of Epstein's victims and the timeline of their alleged abuse. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Nude photos. The names and faces of sexual abuse victims. Bank account and Social Security numbers in full view. 
All of these things appeared in the mountain of documents released Friday by the U.S. Justice Department as part of its effort to comply with a law requiring it to open its investigative files on Jeffrey Epstein.
That law was intended to preserve important privacy protections for Epstein's victims. Their names were supposed to have been blacked out in documents. Their faces and bodies were supposed to be obscured in photos. 
Mistakes, though, have been rampant. A review by The Associated Press and other news organizations has found countless examples of sloppy, inconsistent or nonexistent redactions that have revealed sensitive private information.
A photo of one girl who was underage when she was hired to give sexualized massages to Epstein in Florida appeared in a chart of his alleged victims. Police reports with the names of several of his victims, including some who have never stepped forward to identify themselves publicly, were released with no redactions at all.
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What to know about the Justice Department's Epstein files
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A timeline of the Jeffrey Epstein investigation
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                House Democrats release photos of Trump, Clinton and Andrew from Epstein's estate
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Despite the Justice Department's efforts to fix the oversights, a selfie taken by a nude female in a bathroom and another by a topless female remained on the site, their ages unknown but their faces in full view, as of Wednesday evening.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A document with an email chain from Jeffrey Epstein illustrates the amount of redactions of personally identifiable information that the U.S. Department of Justice was required to do before release of Epstein documents, is photographed Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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Some accusers and their lawyers called this week for the Justice Department to take down the site and appoint an independent monitor to prevent further errors.

    
    As a rule, the AP does not identify people who say they have been sexually assaulted or subjected to severe abuse. We typically only identify them if they have publicly identified themselves -- at a news conference or in court, for example.


    



    
    
    
A judge scheduled a hearing for Wednesday in New York on the matter, then canceled it after one of the lawyers for victims cited progress in resolving the issues. But that lawyer, Brittany Henderson, said they were still weighing "all potential avenues of recourse" to address the "permanent and irreparable" harm caused to some women. 
"The failure here is not merely technical," she said in a statement Wednesday. "It is a failure to safeguard human beings who were promised protection by our government. Until every document is properly redacted, that failure is ongoing." 

    
Annie Farmer, who said she was 16 when she was sexually assaulted by Epstein and his confidant, Ghislaine Maxwell, said that while her name has previously been public, other details she'd rather be kept private, including her date of birth and phone number, were wrongly revealed in the documents.
"At this point, I'm feeling really most of all angry about the way that this unfolded," she told NBC News. "The fact that it's been done in such a beyond careless way, where people have been endangered because of it, is really horrifying."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Annie Farmer, one of the four accusers who testified against Ghislaine Maxwell at trial, speaks to members of the media with her lawyer Sigrid McCawley outside federal court June 28, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)]



        

        
        
            
                    FILE - Annie Farmer, one of the four accusers who testified against Ghislaine Maxwell at trial, speaks to members of the media with her lawyer Sigrid McCawley outside federal court June 28, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Trump administration defends its Epstein files redaction efforts
The Justice Department has blamed technical or human errors on the problems and said it has taken down many of the problematic materials and is working to republish properly redacted versions. 
The task of reviewing and blacking out millions of pages of records took place in a compressed time frame. President Donald Trump signed the law requiring the disclosure of the documents on Nov. 19. That law gave the Justice Department just 30 days to release the files. It missed that deadline, in part because it said it needed more time to comply with privacy protections.

    
Hundreds of lawyers were pulled from their regular duties, including overseeing criminal cases, to try and complete the document review -- to the point where at least one judge in New York complained that it was holding up other matters.
The database, which is posted on the Justice Department website, represents the largest release of files to date in the yearslong investigations into Epstein, who killed himself in a New York jail cell in 2019 while awaiting trial on federal sex trafficking charges.
Epstein files rife with missed or incomplete redactions
Associated Press reporters analyzing the documents have so far found multiple examples of names and other personal information of potential victims revealed.
They have also found many cases of overzealous redactions. 
In one news clipping included in the file, the Justice Department apparently blacked out the name "Joseph" from a photo caption describing a Nativity scene at a California church. "A Nativity scene depicting Jesus, Mary and (REDACTED)," it said.

    
In an email released in the files, a dog's name appeared to have been redacted: "I spent an hour walking (REDACTED) and then another hour bathing her blow drying her and brushing her. I hope she smells better!!" the email said.
The Justice Department has said staff tasked with preparing the files for release were instructed to limit redactions only to information related to victims and their families, though in many documents the names of many other people were blacked out, including lawyers and public figures.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A document that was included in the U.S. Department of Justice release of the Jeffrey Epstein files is photographed Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026, shows the report when Epstein was taken into custody on July 6, 2019. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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Images remain uncensored
The Justice Department has said it intended to black out any portion of a photo showing nudity, and any photos of women that could potentially show a victim.
In some photos reviewed by The AP, those redactions did obscure women's faces, but left plenty of their bare skin exposed in a way that would likely embarrass the women anyway. Photos showed identifiable women trying on outfits in clothing store dressing rooms or lounging in bathing suits.
One set of more than 100 images of a young woman were nearly all blacked out, save for the very last image, which revealed her entire face.
___
Associated Press reporters from around the world contributed to this report.
___

The AP is reviewing the documents released by the Justice Department in collaboration with journalists from CBS, NBC, MS NOW and CNBC. Journalists from each newsroom are working together to examine the files and share information about what is in them. Each outlet is responsible for its own independent news coverage of the documents.
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    New Orleans police say recruit detained by ICE had been verified through agency's system




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A federal agent wears an Immigration and Customs Enforcement badge in New York, June 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- The New Orleans Police Department is denying wrongdoing after one of its recruits was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, which accused the city of violating federal immigration laws. 
Federal agents last month arrested New Orleans police recruit Larry Temah, a 46-year-old Cameroonian national who had received a final order of removal signed by an immigration judge in December, according to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Temah remains in custody and awaits deportation.
Temah was in the department's police academy when he was detained and was several months away from graduation. He had entered the U.S. in 2015 on a valid visitor visa and received conditional residency in 2016 after marrying a U.S. citizen. In 2022, his application for permanent residency was "denied due to fraud," according to DHS. 

    
"Criminal illegal aliens have no place in our communities -- especially on our police forces," DHS spokesperson Tricia McLaughlin stated Tuesday.
But New Orleans Police Department spokesperson Reese Harper said Tuesday that DHS had made "misleading" statements about Temah's case. The department had confirmed Temah's employment eligibility through a DHS verification system and was never notified that ICE was seeking to detain Temah until the day of his arrest, he said.



    
        




    




"New Orleans is not a sanctuary city," Harper said. "Any claim that NOPD knowingly violated the law is false."

    
    
    
Harper stated that the NOPD had not given Temah a gun because he was still in the process of completing the police academy.
The clash between the city and federal authorities arises in the aftermath of Operation Catahoula Crunch, a sweeping immigration crackdown centered around New Orleans that launched in December. The operation appears to be on pause after federal agents were redirected to Minneapolis in early January. 

    
President Donald Trump's administration has repeatedly accused New Orleans of undermining federal immigration enforcement, and Louisiana passed legislation seeking to force the city to collaborate with ICE. The New Orleans Police Department has said immigration enforcement is a civil matter outside its jurisdiction.
Chief Anne Kirkpatrick told reporters last week that no issues with Temah's legal status had emerged during the hiring process. Temah had lived in the U.S. for at least 10 years and had a valid driver's license, Social Security card, and no criminal history, she added.
"We did the due diligence," Kirkpatrick said during a Jan. 28 press conference. 
DHS directed The Associated Press to its press release. The agency did not immediately respond to a request for comment about why Temah had been eligible for employment on ICE's verification system or how he had engaged in fraud.
Temah could not be reached for comment. The New Orleans Police Department did not share information about Temah's legal representation when asked and the Fraternal Order of Police in New Orleans did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
___
Sara Cline contributed reporting from Baton Rouge, La.
___

Brook is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    After crushing protests, Iran's supreme leader now tries to avert a US attack
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            The comments on Tuesday from reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian represent the first clear signal from Iran that it may take part in negotiations being organized by Turkey.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei prays at the grave of the late revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini, commemorating 47th anniversary of his return from exile during 1979 Islamic Revolution, just outside Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)]
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            In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei prays at the grave of the late revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini, commemorating 47th anniversary of his return from exile during 1979 Islamic Revolution, just outside Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Jan. 31, 2026. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Souria al-Hassan, 75, a Syrian Shiite woman, looks out from the window of her housing unit next to a portrait of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at the Imam Ali Housing Compound, where hundreds of mostly Lebanese and Syrian Shiite Muslims displaced from Syria reside, in Hermel, northeast Lebanon, Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Souria al-Hassan, 75, a Syrian Shiite woman, looks out from the window of her housing unit next to a portrait of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at the Imam Ali Housing Compound, where hundreds of mostly Lebanese and Syrian Shiite Muslims displaced from Syria reside, in Hermel, northeast Lebanon, Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A protester smokes a cigarette after lighting it off a burning poster of Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Berlin, Germany, Jan. 14, 2026, in support of the nationwide mass protests in Iran against the government. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)]
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            A protester smokes a cigarette after lighting it off a burning poster of Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in Berlin, Germany, Jan. 14, 2026, in support of the nationwide mass protests in Iran against the government. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters burn pictures of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as they march in support of regime change in Iran during a protest in Toronto, on Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026. (Sammy Kogan/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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            Protesters burn pictures of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as they march in support of regime change in Iran during a protest in Toronto, on Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026. (Sammy Kogan/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei crushed the protests that swept across the country last month, but only by unleashing the bloodiest crackdown of his nearly four decades in power.
Now, with an American flotilla nearby, the 86-year-old Khamenei is trying to avert a potential U.S. attack. He has warned that if U.S. President Donald Trump strikes, a regional war will ensue. At the same time, he is allowing Iran to enter negotiations with the U.S. over its nuclear program, reversing his previous rejection of talks.
The ferocious suppression of the protests is a sign of how deep a threat Khamenei and Iran's leadership see in the widespread popular anger. Years of sanctions, economic mismanagement and corruption have gutted Iran's economy, hitting its once-large middle class hard. Chants of "Death to Khamenei!" during January's protests underscored how economic woes have turned to resentment of clerical rule.

    
Popular discontent is not the only strain on the theocratic system that Khamenei heads. Israeli and U.S. bombardment during last summer's 12-day war heavily damaged Iran's nuclear program, missile systems and military capabilities. And Iran's network of regional proxies that includes Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon -- dubbed the "Axis of Resistance" -- has crumbled in recent years, setting back its ability to wield influence across the Middle East.



    
        




    




Still, Iran's domestic crackdown displayed the iron grip that Khamenei and his Revolutionary Guard are capable of imposing. Thousands were killed, tens of thousands were arrested and the internet was shut down, largely cutting off Iranians from communicating with the outside world for weeks. 
Here's what to know about Khamenei:

    
    
    
He transformed the Islamic Republic
When he rose to power in 1989, Khamenei had to overcome deep doubts about his authority. A low-level cleric at the time, Khamenei didn't have the religious credentials of his predecessor, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the leader of the Islamic Revolution. With thick glasses and a plodding style, Khamenei also lacked Khomeini's fiery charisma.
But Khamenei has ruled three times longer than the late Khomeini and has shaped Iran's Islamic Republic perhaps even more dramatically.
He entrenched the system of rule by the "mullahs," or Shiite Muslim clerics. Under the Islamic Republic, clerics stand at the top of the hierarchy, drawing the lines to which the civilian government, the military, and intelligence and security establishment must submit. In the eyes of hard-liners, Khamenei stands as the unquestionable authority -- below only that of God.

    
At the same time, Khamenei built the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard into the dominant player in Iran's military and internal politics.
The Guard boasts Iran's most elite military and oversees its ballistic missile program. Khamenei also gave the Guard a free hand to build a network of businesses, allowing it to dominate Iran's economy. In return, the Guard became his loyal shock force.

    
    
    

    
He fended off domestic challenges 
The first major threat to Khamenei's grip was the reform movement that swept into a parliamentary majority and the presidency soon after he became supreme leader. The movement advocated for giving greater power to elected officials - something Khamenei's hard-line supporters feared would lead to dismantling the Islamic Republic system.
Khamenei stymied the reformists by rallying the clerical establishment. Unelected bodies run by the mullahs succeeded in shutting down major reforms and barring reform candidates from running in elections.
With the failure of the reform movement, waves of popular protests have followed, each crushed by the Revolutionary Guard and Iran's other security agencies.
Huge nationwide protests erupted in 2009 over allegations of vote-rigging. Under the weight of sanctions, economic protests broke out in 2017 and 2019. More demonstrations broke out in 2022 over the death of Mahsa Amini after police detained her for not wearing her mandatory headscarf properly.
The successive crackdowns killed hundreds, and hundreds more were arrested amid reports of detainees tortured to death or raped in prison.

    
Deadliest crackdown yet
The latest bloodshed has eclipsed that past unrest. The demonstrations began in late December in Tehran's traditional bazaar after the rial currency plunged to a record low of 1.42 million to the U.S. dollar. They quickly spread to cities across Iran.
Khamenei declared that "rioters must be put in their place," giving a green light for a crackdown. When hundreds of thousands took the streets on Jan. 8 and 9, protesters who are veterans of past demonstrations said they were stunned by the firepower unleashed, with security forces firing on crowds.
Activists say they have so far documented more than 6,700 killed and are working to verify potentially thousands more. The government has put the toll far lower at 3,117, still higher than past crackdowns.

    
In the past, authorities have sought to defuse public anger by easing enforcements of some of the Islamic Republic's social restrictions or acknowledging economic woes.
But so far, Khamenei has only toughened his rhetoric, referring to the protests as "a coup." Activists say tens of thousands have been detained in past weeks.
Nuclear negotiations
By agreeing to nuclear negotiations with the U.S., Khamenei may be seeking to buy time to avert U.S. strikes - or counting on Trump's threats being a bluff. Turkey, Egypt, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have all been working to try to arrange talks, which could take place in the coming days.
But the two sides are far apart. Iran has staunchly opposed the main American demands, that it halt all nuclear enrichment and that it surrender its uranium stocks. 
Trump has been vague about what the goal of airstrikes would be. He had initially threatened strikes to stop Iran's leaders from killing peaceful protesters or prevent mass executions. He has shifted to wielding the threat to push Iran to engage seriously in nuclear negotiations.
Some in Iran and among the large Iranian diaspora have expressed hopes that the U.S. will use military force to bring down Khamenei. But that could require potentially an enormous military operation, likely far beyond just airstrikes. There are also strong voices even among Khamenei opponents against foreign intervention toppling the theocracy.
And the scenario of eliminating Khamenei only brings to the fore the question that has hung over his rule as he grows older: Who or what would come after him?
Officially, a panel of Shiite clerics is tasked with choosing one of their own as his successor, and multiple names touted among leading Shiite clerics, including Khamenei's son. But under Khamenei, the Revolutionary Guard has grown to become the most powerful body behind the ruling clerics' robes. 

Violently removing the supreme leader could prompt Guard commanders or its regular military to more overtly seize power. That could set off a bloody conflict over control of the oil-rich country of 85 million people.
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    Supreme Court allows new California congressional districts that favor Democrats




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The Supreme Court has allowed California to use a new voter-approved congressional map that is favorable to Democrats in this year's elections, rejecting a plea from state Republicans and the Trump administration. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren/River Zhang)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed California to use a new voter-approved congressional map that is favorable to Democrats in this year's elections, rejecting a last-ditch plea from state Republicans and the Trump administration.
No justices dissented from the brief order denying the appeal without explanation, which is common on the court's emergency docket. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A worker clears snow at the U.S. Supreme Court after a snowstorm Monday, Jan. 26, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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The justices had previously allowed Texas' Republican-friendly map to be used in 2026, despite a lower-court ruling that it likely discriminates on the basis of race. 
Conservative Justice Samuel Alito wrote in December that it appeared both states had adopted new maps for political advantage, which the high court has previously ruled cannot be a basis for a federal lawsuit.
Republicans, joined by the Trump administration, claimed the California map improperly relied on race as well. But a lower court disagreed by a 2-1 vote. The Justice Department and White House did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment.

    
    
    
The justices' unsigned order keeps in place districts that are designed to flip up to five seats now held by Republicans, part of a tit-for-tat nationwide redistricting battle spurred by President Donald Trump, with control of Congress on the line in midterm elections.

    
    
    
Last year, at Trump's behest, Texas Republicans redid the state's congressional districts with an eye on gaining five seats. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks during a campaign event on Proposition 50, Nov. 1, 2025, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope, File)]
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat who is eyeing a 2028 presidential run, pledged to respond in kind, though he had to win over voters, not just lawmakers, to do so. 
Newsom celebrated the court's decision, saying on social media that Trump had "started this redistricting war" and would end up losing out in the November midterms, when control of Congress is at stake. 
California's attorney general, Democrat Rob Bonta, said the decision was "good news not only for Californians, but for our democracy."



    
        




    




The state Republican Party, which brought the case, vowed to keep fighting against the map's use in future elections.
"We will continue to vigorously argue for Equal Protection under the law for all of California's voters," Michael Columbo, counsel for the plaintiffs, said in a statement.

One longtime party strategist, Jon Fleishman, a former executive director of the California Republican Party, said in a post on X that the decision means "this year's elections will take place on the new lines shrinking the already very small Republican delegation from California." 

    
Filing for congressional primaries in California begins on Monday.
___
Associated Press writers Michael Blood in Los Angeles and Lindsay Whitehurst contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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    On Capitol Hill, Treasury Secretary Bessent's testimony descends into insults and shouting matches




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent speaks during a House Financial Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Rep. Gregory Meeks D-N.Y., questions Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent during a House Financial Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: House Financial Services Committee Ranking Member Maxine Waters D-Calif., speaks with Chair French Hill R-Ark., during hearing featuring Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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[image: Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., questions Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent during a House Financial Services Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A hearing about oversight of the U.S. financial system devolved into insults several times Wednesday as Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent clashed with Democratic lawmakers over fiscal policy, the business dealings of the Trump family and other issues.
Appearances by treasury secretaries on Capitol Hill are more typically known for staid exchanges over economic policy than for political theater, but Wednesday's hearing of the House Financial Services Committee hearing featured several fiery exchanges between the Republican Cabinet member and Democrats, with Bessent even lobbing insults back to the lawmakers.
Bessent called Rep. Sylvia Garcia "confused" when she questioned how undocumented immigrants could affect housing affordability across the country, prompting the Texas Democrat to snap back, "Don't be demeaning to me, alright?"

    
Bessent later mocked a question from Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., about shuttered investigations into cryptocurrency firms. Lynch expressed frustration with Bessent's interruptions, saying, "Mister Chairman, the answers have to be responsive if we are going to have a serious hearing." 



    
        




    




Bessent replied, "Well, the questions have to be serious."
After a back-and-forth over whether tariffs cause inflation or one-time price increases for consumers, California Democratic Rep. Maxine Waters asked committee leaders to intervene with Bessent: "Can someone shut him up?"

    
    
    
And in a fiery exchange with Rep. Gregory Meeks over the Abu Dhabi royal family's investment into the Trump family's World Liberty Financial cryptocurrency firm last year, the New York Democrat dropped an F-bomb as he shouted at Bessent: "Stop covering for the president! Stop being a flunky!"
The Treasury Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the fireworks.
Bessent's performance was "not a role you typically see a treasury secretary play," said Graham Steele, a former assistant secretary for financial institutions under Biden-era Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen. The department has traditionally "been removed from some of the day-to-day, hand-to-hand political combat," Steele said in an interview.

    
He recalled his former boss having tense exchanges over climate change and policy issues with Republican lawmakers during committee hearings, but the exchanges were not personal, he said, noting treasury secretaries have to strike a "delicate balance" of working with the White House while safeguarding the "economic stature" of the country internationally.
In recent months, Bessent has ratcheted up his insults when it comes to Democratic leaders. 
He has called California Gov. Gavin Newsom "economically illiterate," compared him to the fictional serial killer Patrick Bateman, and called him "a brontosaurus with a brain the size of a walnut." He has on several occasions called Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren an "American Peronist" after she told American financial institutions not to finance the Trump administration's massive support package for Argentina.

    
Bessent's combativeness is, in part, a sign of the times, said David Lublin, chair of the Department of Government at American University's School of Public Affairs.
"President Trump has shown he likes belligerence and he likes nominees and others who defend him vociferously," Lublin told The Associated Press.
"It's hard to say that this is unusual for this political environment. What used to be the normal modicum of respect for Congress has frayed to the point of vanishing," Lublin said.
What was unusual, in Lublin's view, was for Bessent to reveal his thoughts on monetary policy -- normally the purview of the Federal Reserve -- and his insistence that Trump has the right to interfere with the decision-making of the central bank. "You have a cabinet secretary defending the president's efforts to erode institutions," Lublin said.

On Thursday, Bessent will get another opportunity to spar with lawmakers. He is scheduled to appear before the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee on the same topic: the annual report by the Financial Stability Oversight Council, which Bessent leads.
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    Mickey Lolich, hero of the 1968 World Series for the Detroit Tigers, dies at 85




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Detroit Tigers catcher Bill Freehan and pitcher Mickey Lolich off his feet as he screams with joy, after defeating the St. Louis Cardinals 4-1 in the final game of the World Series on Wednesday, Oct. 10, 1968 at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. Joining the celebration is Norm Cash (25). Lolich became the twelfth pitcher to win three games in the World Series. (AP Photo)]
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[image: Mickey Lolich, pitcher of Detroit Tigers poses for a photo, March 1968. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: In this Oct. 3, 1968, file photo, Mickey Lolich of the Detroit Tigers is shown pitching during the second game of the World Series against the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: Former Detroit Tigers pitcher Mickey Lolich throws out the ceremonial first pitch before a baseball game between the Tigers and the Pittsburgh Pirates, March 30, 2018, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)]
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[image: FILE- In this Oct. 10, 1968, file photo, Detroit Tigers Pitcher Mickey Lolich he pours bottle of champagne on his head in clubhouse after defeating the St. Louis Cardinals 4-1 in Game 7 of baseball's World Series in 1968. (AP Photo/File)]
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Mickey Lolich, who earned three complete-game wins for the Detroit Tigers in the 1968 World Series, the last Major League Baseball pitcher to accomplish that feat, died Wednesday. He was 85.
The Tigers said Lolich's wife told them he died after a short stay in hospice care. An exact cause of death was not provided.
Denny McLain was the star of Detroit's pitching staff in 1968, winning 31 regular-season games. Lolich, however, was the Most Valuable Player of the Series, with a 1.67 ERA and a Game 7 victory on the road over Bob Gibson and the St. Louis Cardinals.
Bill Freehan threw off his catcher's mask and caught a foul popup by Tim McCarver for the final out. Lolich jumped into Freehan's arms -- an iconic image of Detroit's championship season.
"It was always somebody else," Lolich told the Detroit Free Press in 2018, "but my day had finally come."

    
He is No. 23 in career strikeouts with 2,832, ahead of many others who, unlike Lolich, are in the Hall of Fame, and fifth among all lefties, according to baseball-reference.com.
Lolich was an unlikely hero in 1968. During a reunion of the World Series team, he recalled how manager Mayo Smith had sent him to the bullpen for much of August. Lolich returned to the Tigers' starting rotation and went 6-1 in the final weeks.



    
        




    




"I was having a few problems, but I had been a starting pitcher ever since 1964," said Lolich, who was upset about the bullpen move. "I remember telling him, 'If we win this thing this year it's going to be because of me.' But I was only talking about the season. I wasn't talking about the World Series.

    
    
    
"I got my revenge back in the World Series," he said.
Lolich pitched Game 7 after only two days of rest. He figured he would get a Corvette from General Motors for being the Series MVP but had to settle for a Dodge Charger GT because Chrysler was the sponsor in 1968.

    
"Nothing against Chargers, nothing at all," Lolich said in his book, "Joy in Tigertown." "It's just that I already had two of them in my driveway."
Since Lolich, only two pitchers have won three games in a single World Series: Arizona's Randy Johnson in 2001 and Yoshinobu Yamamoto of the Los Angeles Dodgers in 2025. But they pitched fewer innings and got their third victories in relief.
Lolich had a record of 220-192, including the postseason, over a 16-year career, all but three with Detroit. He left baseball for a bit after playing for the New York Mets in 1976 but returned with San Diego in 1978-79.
The left-hander was 25-14 in 1971, striking out 308 batters over 376 innings and finishing second in AL Cy Young Award voting. He followed that up with a 22-14 record and 250 strikeouts in 1972.
In a statement, the Tigers expressed condolences to Lolich's family and said his legacy "will forever be cherished."

After his baseball career, Lolich, a native of Portland, Oregon, was in the doughnut business in the Detroit suburbs, making and selling them for 18 years.
"I doubt any other ballplayer has ever made that transition -- from the diamond to doughnuts. But I did," he wrote in his book.
___
AP Sports Writer Larry Lage contributed to this report. Follow Ed White at http://twitter.com/edwritez ___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/mlb
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    US Olympians are greeted at Milan's airport with star-spangled Ralph Lauren uniforms




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Athletes from the USA team participating in the Milan-Cortina Winter Olympics made a first stop on Wednesday to tailor their ceremony outfits, designed by Ralph Lauren. (AP video shot by Niccolo Lupone)
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                                        VARESE, Italy (AP) -- Freestyle skier and Olympic silver medalist Jaelin Kauf's first stop Wednesday for the Milan Cortina Winter Games was at a Milan airport hotel. She and her U.S. teammates were giddy as stylists fitted them with their Ralph Lauren uniforms for ceremonies.
Kauf bounced with enthusiasm as if at a competition's starting line while checking out her closing ceremony look: A knit turtleneck bearing the U.S. flag, french-tucked into belted canvas twill trousers, which in turn were given the traditional Ralph Lauren-tuck into striped socks. Hiking boots finished the look. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: From left, United States' Tess Johnson, Olivia Giaccio, Jaelin Kauf and Elizabeth Lemley pose for a photographer as they wear the Team USA uniforms designed by Ralph Lauren, at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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She tried on a red-white-and-blue puffer jacket emblazoned with "2026" and "USA" and a Nordic-style knit cap with two tassels that she bobbed playfully, alongside moguls teammates Olivia Giaccio, Tess Johnson and Elizabeth Lemly.
They took selfies in the wall-size showroom mirror, as their trousers were marked for hemming and stylists offered personalized touches. 



    
        




    




"This is such a fun, special experience to be a part of,'' said Kauf, a three-time Olympian. "It is making the Olympics real. We are in Italy, we are kicking it off getting the outfits, and they are looking so good. It is exciting to be stepping into it and feel the excitement building up to the Games. "

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Jaelin Kauf speaks with a journalist during an Associated Press interview as she wears the Team USA uniform designed by Ralph Lauren, at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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Team USA's welcome experience
Most U.S. athletes arriving to compete in the Winter Games pass through the Milan airport hotel, where sponsors have prepared garb, sunglasses and other swag to make sure the competitors are properly outfitted for ceremonies, the medal podium, press conferences and free time.
A Starbucks stand offered a caffeine boost for those arriving after a long journey.
The athletes have been sharing their exhilaration at the bounty in social media posts, undergarments from SKIMS, a novel inflatable jacket from Nike for medals ceremonies and sunglasses from Oakley -- in addition to the Ralph Lauren looks. 

    
Opening ceremony looks 
For the opening ceremony, Ralph Lauren provided a winter white duffel coat, Nordic-style knit turtleneck with the U.S. flag and Olympic rings, and soft, pleated wool trousers.
Giaccio raved about the softness of its fabric, saying "very classy,'' and Kauf marveled at the branding on the duffel coat, down to "TEAM USA" written on the wooden buttons and inside the hood.
"Zero notes,'' chimed in Johnson. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Elizabeth Lemley wears the Team USA uniform designed by Ralph Lauren, at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)]
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Team USA and Ralph Lauren's long collaboration
This is the sixth Winter Games' collaboration between Ralph Lauren and Team USA; besides the ceremony looks, athletes are getting 30 pieces of village wear.
"This is the best team outfit ever, full stop. I have been doing this since 2010, since Vancouver and by far this is the best,'' said Peter Zeytoonjian, senior vice president of the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic committee's commercial arm. 
"My favorite piece for village wear is what I'm wearing,'' he said, sporting a red-white-and-blue cable-knit turtleneck. "And then for closing, I love the flag sweater. It screams red, white and blue and Team USA. ''

    
On the wave of victory
The women's moguls team is riding high after first-ever sweep of the top four spots in dual moguls at a World Cup event last month, en route to the freestyle 2026 Winter Games venue in Livigno, near the Swiss border, where the discipline is making its Olympic debut.

The result "just speaks volumes about this women's team,'' Kauf said. "We are just such strong skiers, such strong competitors. We came here to win. I think this is going to be a really fun event for all of us.''
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    Tarik Skubal goes to arbitration with Tigers, asking for record $32 million instead of $19 million




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Detroit Tigers pitcher Tarik Skubal throws during the first inning in Game 5 of baseball's American League Division Series against the Seattle Mariners, Oct. 10, 2025, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) -- Two-time AL Cy Young Award winner Tarik Skubal went to a record-setting salary arbitration hearing Wednesday, with the left-hander asking for $32 million and the Detroit Tigers offering $19 million.
A decision by Jeanne Charles, Walt De Treux and Allen Ponak is expected Thursday.
Toronto first baseman Vladimir Guerrero Jr. has the highest salary in an arbitration case decided by a panel, winning at $19.9 million in 2024 in a case decided by Charles, De Treux and Scott Buchheit.
Colorado third baseman Nolan Arenado submitted a record request of $30 million in 2019, then agreed to a $260 million, eight-year contract without a hearing.
Juan Soto's $31 million contract with the New York Yankees in 2024 is the largest one-year deal for an arbitration-eligible player. David Price has the highest negotiated salary in a one-year contract for an arbitration-eligible pitcher, a $19.75 million agreement with Detroit in 2015.

    
A two-time All-Star, the 29-year-old Skubal will be eligible for free agency after the World Series. He is 54-37 with a 3.08 ERA in six major league seasons.



    
        




    




Skubal was 13-6 with an AL-best 2.21 ERA in 31 starts last year, striking out 241 and walking 33 in 195 1/3 innings while earning $10.5 million. His 0.891 WHIP topped qualified pitchers.
Players have won both decisions thus far. Right-hander Kyle Bradish was awarded $3.55 million instead of the Baltimore Orioles' offer of $2,875,000, and catcher Yainer Diaz received $4.5 million instead of the Houston Astros' $3 million proposal.

    
    
    
Three cases have been argued with decisions withheld so as not to impact other players in arbitration: Toronto left-hander Eric Lauer ($5.75 million vs. $4.4 million), Atlanta left-hander Dylan Lee ($2.2 million vs. $2 million) and Tampa Bay right-hander Edwin Uceta ($1,525,000 vs. $1.2 million).

Seven players remain scheduled for hearings, which run through Feb. 13: Baltimore left-hander Keegan Akin ($3,375,000 vs. $2,975,000), Cincinnati right-hander Graham Ashcraft ($1.75 million vs. $1.25 million), Kansas City left-hander Kris Bubic ($6.15 million vs. $5.15 million), Milwaukee catcher Willson Contreras ($9.9 million vs. $8.55 million), Los Angeles Angels left-hander Reid Detmers ($2,925,000 vs. $2,625,000), Miami right-hander Calvin Faucher ($2.05 million vs. $1.8 million) and Reds catcher Tyler Stephenson ($6.8 million vs $6.55 million).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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    David A. Ross resigns from School of Visual Arts after ties to Jeffrey Epstein surface




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A document that was included in the U.S. Department of Justice release of the Jeffrey Epstein files, photographed Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026, shows the sealed grand jury indictment from 2019. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)]
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            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Art museum curator and director David A. Ross has left his post at the School of Visual Arts in New York after the latest release of documents about Jeffrey Epstein revealed his friendship with the convicted sex offender.
Ross, who was chair of the MFA art practice program, resigned Tuesday, the school said in a statement, adding that it was "aware of correspondence" between him and Epstein. Ross' online page at the school was offline Wednesday. 
The resignation was first reported by ARTnews.
In emails dating from 2009, Ross banters with, reaches out to meet and consoles Epstein, calling him "incredible" and "I'm still proud to call you a friend."
In one exchange in 2009, Epstein suggests an exhibition called "Statutory" that would feature "girls and boys ages 14-25 "where they look nothing like their true ages." Replied Ross: "You are incredible" and noted that Brooke Shields posed nude at age 10.

    
Also that year, Ross wrote to console Epstein after the financier had been deposed. "Damn, this was not what you needed or deserved," Ross wrote. "I know how tough you are, and in fact, it probably bothers me as your friend more than it does you."
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What to know about the Justice Department's Epstein files
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A timeline of the Jeffrey Epstein investigation
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                House Democrats release photos of Trump, Clinton and Andrew from Epstein's estate
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




In an email to ARTnews after his resignation, Ross said that he met Epstein in the mid-1990s when he was director of the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York. "It was part of my job to befriend people who had the capacity and interest in supporting the museum," he said. 

    
    
    
The Whitney did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008 to Florida charges of soliciting prostitution and soliciting prostitution from someone under the age of 18. Ross said he believed Epstein when the financier told him it was "a political frame-up."
Ross told ARTnews that when Epstein was being investigated again in 2019, he reached out to show his support. "That was a terrible mistake of judgement. When the reality of his crimes became clear, I was mortified and remain ashamed that I fell for his lies."

    
Attempts by The Associated Press to reach Ross have been unsuccessful.
In addition to the Whitney, Ross previously held posts at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston, the Berkeley Art Museum and the Long Beach Museum of Art.

The emails are part of more than 3 million pages of documents the U.S. Department of Justice released on Friday that reveal some of Epstein's famous associates.
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    Veteran Olympics broadcaster Mary Carillo to replace Savannah Guthrie as co-host




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mary Carillo poses on the red carpet at the Women's Sports Foundation's Annual Salute to Women in Sports, Oct. 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith, File)]
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[image: Savannah Guthrie arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            DAVID BAUDER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        With the search for "Today" show host Savannah Guthrie's missing mother continuing, NBC says that veteran Olympics broadcaster Mary Carillo will replace Guthrie as co-host on Friday's telecast of the opening ceremonies for the Winter Games.
The mystery of Nancy Guthrie's disappearanc e -- investigators believe she was taken from her Arizona home against her will -- has cast a pall over what was anticipated to be a giant week for the television network.
The Olympics is among the few events to still draw consistent, big audiences to broadcast television. Other notable draws include the Super Bowl, which NBC is due to televise this weekend.
Savannah Guthrie had been scheduled to co-host the opening ceremony with Terry Gannon, but NBC said she was no longer traveling to Italy because of her mother's disappearance. 
Carillo is a familiar face to people who watch the Olympics -- these will be her 17th Olympic Games -- and she will co-host with Gannon.

    
Carillo lived in Milan for two years as a child, NBC said. She has hosted closing ceremonies at three Olympic games -- in Salt Lake City in 2002, Beijing in 2008 and Rio de Janeiro in 2016.



    
        




    




Guthrie's "Today" show co-host, Craig Melvin, is also not going to Italy, NBC said. He was due to host late-night Olympics broadcasts early next week, and he'll be replaced in that role by Ahmed Fareed.
NBC News has aggressively covered the story of Nancy Guthrie's disappearance, but it hasn't been alone. It was the lead story of ABC's "World News Tonight" on Tuesday, too.
___

David Bauder writes about the intersection of media and entertainment for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder and https://bsky.app/profile/dbauder.bsky.social.
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    Bad Bunny says he's approaching his Super Bowl halftime performance with gratitude




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bad Bunny performs during the iHeartRadio Music Awards in Los Angeles on March 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: A view of Levi's Stadium ahead of Super Bowl LX between the Seattle Seahawks and the New England Patriots, in Santa Clara. Calif., Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)]
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            JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Bad Bunny says he's approaching his highly anticipated Super Bowl halftime performance with a mix of excitement, gratitude and perspective.
"To be honest, I don't know how I'm feeling. There's a lot. I'm still in the middle of my tour. I was just at the Grammys last week. All of that," he said in English on Thursday at a press conference hosted by Apple Music. He walked out to his 2017 single "Chambea."
"I'm excited, but at the same time, I feel more excited about the people than even me -- my family, my friends, the people who have always believed in me," he said. "This moment, the culture -- that's what makes these shows special."
Bad Bunny, the Puerto Rican superstar born Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, is one of the most-streamed artists on the planet. He will take the Super Bowl stage just one week after he won album of the year at the 2026 Grammys for "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos." It's the first time an all Spanish-language album has taken home the top prize.

    
"It brought me to here," he said about the album. "I wasn't looking for album of the year at the Grammys and also the Latin Grammys." And, the artist says, he was looking to "connect with my roots."



    
        




    




On Sunday, he is expected to perform solely in Spanish, bringing Latin identity to the center of America's most-watched television event.
During the conference, he joked that fans didn't need to learn Spanish to enjoy his set -- but they should be prepared to dance.

    
    
    
Apple Music's Zane Lowe and Ebro Darden hosted the conversation with Bad Bunny. Thursday's event began with conversations with pregame performers at 10 a.m. Pacific time.
This year, a long line formed well before the doors opened, with credentialed media -- including a noticeable presence of Spanish-language and Latin American outlets -- packing the conference room nearly an hour before the news conference began.

    
    
    

    
It marked a stark contrast to Kendrick Lamar's 2025 news conference, when the room didn't fill up until roughly 15 minutes before the event.
The pregame media session revealed some details about Bad Bunny's performance, but headliners often keep a few secrets. Rihanna sure did, waiting until her Super Bowl performance in 2023 to reveal she was pregnant with her second child.
For example: Lowe mentioned that Bad Bunny's performance will last 13 minutes.
When asked what viewers can expect, Bad Bunny said: "I just want people to have fun. It's going to be a huge party. What people can expect from me ... a lot of my culture. I really don't, I don't want to give any spoilers."
When asked if he will have surprise guests, he said "That's something I'm not going to tell you." 
Then he said he will actually have a lot of guests watching -- his friends, family, "the Latino community," and people around the world who love his music. 
The Super Bowl will be held Sunday at the Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, with the Seattle Seahawks facing off against the New England Patriots. 

    
Who else is performing at the Super Bowl?
The Super Bowl pregame show will open with several standout performers in Northern California: Charlie Puth will hit the stage to sing the national anthem, Brandi Carlile will take on "America the Beautiful" and Coco Jones will sing "Lift Every Voice and Sing."
"I want them to feel inspired. I want everybody to know that music is such an amazing thing," Puth said of his performance.
"This is pretty much the top of the top," added Jones. "This is the bee's knees. ... It's hard to compete. Maybe my wedding will be up there."
The national anthem and "Lift Every Voice and Sing" will be performed by deaf performing artist Fred Beam in American Sign Language. Julian Ortiz will sign "America the Beautiful."
Before the game, Green Day will play a set to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Super Bowl. The band, which has its roots in the Bay Area, plans to "Get loud!" according to lead singer Billie Joe Armstrong.
In a historic first, the halftime show will include a multilingual signing program featuring Puerto Rican Sign Language, led by interpreter Celimar Rivera Cosme. She was also the interpreter for his landmark residency in Puerto Rico last year that drew more than half a million fans.


    
All signed performances for the pregame and halftime shows will be presented in collaboration with Alexis Kashar of LOVE SIGN and Howard Rosenblum of Deaf Equality.
___
Associated Press Music Writer Maria Sherman contributed to this report from New York.
___
For more on the Super Bowl, visit https://apnews.com/hub/super-bowl
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    After 80 years, Minute Maid's frozen canned juices are getting put on ice




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Minute Maid frozen concentrate orange juice is on display at a grocery store in White Plains, N.Y. on Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Donald King)]
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            By 
            DEE-ANN DURBIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Minute Maid helped make orange juice a year-round morning staple in 1946, when it started shipping cans of frozen juice around the U.S.
But 80 years later, the brand's parent company is halting sales of frozen juice concentrates in the U.S. and Canada, saying it wants to focus on the fresh juices that customers now prefer.
"We are discontinuing our frozen products and exiting the frozen can category in response to shifting consumer preferences," The Coca-Cola Co., which owns Minute Maid, said Wednesday in a statement.
Minute Maid's frozen juices - including several varieties of orange juice, lemonade and limeade - will be discontinued by April, with inventory available while supplies last, Coca-Cola said.
For generations, Americans who wanted orange juice without the work of squeezing fresh fruit cracked open a can and watched a cylinder of frozen juice go ker-plunk into a pitcher. The concentrated juice was mixed with water to make it ready for drinking. 

    
In 1946, Vacuum Foods Corp. became the first U.S. company to ship frozen orange juice across the country, according to Coca-Cola. It named the product Minute Maid; Vacuum Foods eventually changed its name to Minute Maid as well. Rival Tropicana, which still sells frozen canned juice, was founded in 1947.



    
        




    




Coca-Cola acquired Minute Maid in 1960, and 13 years later, Minute Maid introduced ready-to-drink orange juice, which was sold in the refrigerated case instead of the freezer and let consumers skip the step of mixing it up. Minute Maid added lemonade and fruit punch to its lineup in 1980.

    
    
    
In recent years, orange juice has struggled as other options, like energy drinks and protein smoothies, have flooded the market. Skyrocketing prices due to poor weather conditions in Brazil and Florida haven't helped; a 12-ounce can of frozen orange juice cost an average of $4.82 in December, up 13% from the prior year, according to U.S. government data.


    
Consumers also increasingly questioned the added sugar in juices. Minute Maid launched Zero Sugar versions of its fresh juices in 2020. But its frozen juices have languished along with the broader frozen juice category. 
U.S. sales of frozen beverages fell nearly 8% in the 52 weeks ending Jan. 24, according to the market research firm NielsenIQ.
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                    Business

    Nike faces federal probe over allegations of 'DEI-related' discrimination against white workers




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Nike logo appears above the post where it trades on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, March 22, 2017. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            2 of 3 | 
            Andrea Lucas, nominee to be a member of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, testifies during a Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee hearing, June 18, 2025, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Nike logo is shown on a store in Miami Beach, Fla. on Aug. 8, 2017. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz, File)]
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            By 
            ALEXANDRA OLSON and CLAIRE SAVAGE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The federal agency for protecting workers' civil rights revealed Wednesday that it is investigating sportswear giant Nike for allegedly discriminating against white employees through its diversity policies.
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission disclosed the investigation in a motion filed in Missouri federal court demanding that Nike fully comply with a subpoena for information. 
The EEOC sought the company's criteria for selecting employees for layoffs, how it tracks and uses worker race and ethnicity data, and information about programs which allegedly provided race-restricted mentoring, leadership, or career development opportunities, according to court documents.
In a statement, Nike said the company has worked to cooperate with the EEOC and the subpoena "feels like a surprising and unusual escalation."
"We have shared thousands of pages of information and detailed written responses to the EEOC's inquiry and are in the process of providing additional information," Nike said in a statement sent to The Associated Press."

    
EEOC Chair Andrea Lucas has moved swiftly to target diversity and inclusion policies that she has long criticized as potentially discriminatory, tightly aligning the agency with one of President Donald Trump's top priorities.



    
        




    




Nike appears to be the highest profile company the EEOC has targeted with a publicly confirmed, formal anti-DEI investigation. In November, the EEOC issued a similar subpoena against financial services provider Northwestern Mutual.

    
    
    
"When there are compelling indications, including corporate admissions in extensive public materials, that an employer's Diversity, Equity and Inclusion-related programs may violate federal prohibitions against race discrimination or other forms of unlawful discrimination, the EEOC will take all necessary steps -- including subpoena actions -- to ensure the opportunity to fully and comprehensively investigate," Lucas said in a statement. 

    
The disclosure comes two months after Lucas posted a social media call-out urging white men to come forward if they have experienced race or sex discrimination at work. The post urged eligible workers to reach out to the agency "as soon as possible" and referred users to the agency's fact sheet on DEI-related discrimination. 
The investigation against Nike, however, does not stem from any worker complaint against the company. Rather, Lucas filed her own complaint in May 2024 through a more rarely used tool known as a commissioner's charge, according to the court documents. Her charge came just months after America First Legal, a conservative legal group founded by top Trump adviser Stephen Miller, sent the EEOC a letter outlining complaints against Nike and urging the agency to file a commissioner's charge. 
America First Legal has flooded the EEOC with similar letters in recent years urging investigations into the DEI practices of major U.S. companies. It is unclear how many other companies the EEOC may be targeting through such commissioner's charges. The EEOC is prohibited from revealing any charge -- by workers or commissioners -- unless it results in fines, settlements, legal action or other such public actions.

    
Lucas' charge, according to court filings, was based on Nike's publicly shared information about its commitment to diversity, including statements from executives and proxy statements. The charge, for example, cited Nike's publicly stated goal in 2021 of achieving 35% representation of racial and ethnic minorities in its corporate workforce by 2025.
Many U.S. companies made similar commitments in the wake of the widespread 2020 racial justice protests that followed the police killing of George Floyd, an unarmed Black man. Companies have said such commitments are not quotas but rather goals they hoped to achieve through methods such as widening recruitment efforts and rooting out any bias during hiring process. 
Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, employers are prohibited from using race as a criteria for hiring or other employment decisions. Lucas has long warned that many companies risk crossing that line through DEI efforts that would pressure managers to make race-based decisions. 

    
In its statement, Nike said it follows "all applicable laws, including those that prohibit discrimination. We believe our programs and practices are consistent with those obligations and take these matters seriously."
________

The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Business

    Musk vows to put data centers in space and run them on solar power but experts have their doubts




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A SpaceX logo is displayed on a building, May 26, 2020, at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)]
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[image: Elon Musk and Shivon Zillis arrive at The Mar-a-Lago Club, Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026, in Palm Beach, Fla., to attend the wedding of White House deputy chief of staff Dan Scavino and Erin Elmore, the director of Art in Embassies at the U.S. Department of State. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Elon Musk vowed this week to upend another industry just as he did with cars and rockets -- and once again he's taking on long odds.
The world's richest man said he wants to put as many as a million satellites into orbit to form vast, solar-powered data centers in space -- a move to allow expanded use of artificial intelligence and chatbots without triggering blackouts and sending utility bills soaring.
To finance that effort, Musk combined SpaceX with his AI business on Monday and plans a big initial public offering of the combined company.
"Space-based AI is obviously the only way to scale," Musk wrote on SpaceX's website Monday, adding about his solar ambitions, "It's always sunny in space!"
But scientists and industry experts say even Musk -- who outsmarted Detroit to turn Tesla into the world's most valuable automaker -- faces formidable technical, financial and environmental obstacles. 
Here's a look: 

    
Feeling the heat
Capturing the sun's energy from space to run chatbots and other AI tools would ease pressure on power grids and cut demand for sprawling computing warehouses that are consuming farms and forests and vast amounts of water to cool.
But space presents its own set of problems.
Data centers generate enormous heat. Space seems to offer a solution because it is cold. But it is also a vacuum, trapping heat inside objects in the same way that a Thermos keeps coffee hot using double walls with no air between them. 
"An uncooled computer chip in space would overheat and melt much faster than one on Earth," said Josep Jornet, a computer and electrical engineering professor at Northeastern University.



    
        




    




One fix is to build giant radiator panels that glow in infrared light to push the heat "out into the dark void," says Jornet, noting that the technology has worked on a small scale, including on the International Space Station. But for Musk's data centers, he says, it would require an array of "massive, fragile structures that have never been built before."

    
    
    
Musk is undaunted.
"You can mark my words," Musk said in a preview of a Cheeky Pint podcast episode airing Thursday. "In 36 months, but probably closer to 30 months, the most economically compelling place to put AI will be space. And then it will get ridiculously better to be in space."

    
Floating debris
Then there is space junk.
A single malfunctioning satellite breaking down or losing orbit could trigger a cascade of collisions, potentially disrupting emergency communications, weather forecasting and other services.
Musk noted in a recent regulatory filing that he has had only one "low-velocity debris generating event" in seven years running Starlink, his satellite communications network. Starlink has operated about 10,000 satellites -- but that's a fraction of the million or so he now plans to put in space.
"We could reach a tipping point where the chance of collision is going to be too great," said University at Buffalo's John Crassidis, a former NASA engineer. "And these objects are going fast -- 17,500 miles per hour. There could be very violent collisions."

    
No repair crews
Even without collisions, satellites fail, chips degrade, parts break. 
Special GPU graphics chips used by AI companies, for instance, can become damaged and need to be replaced.
"On Earth, what you would do is send someone down to the data center," said Baiju Bhatt, CEO of Aetherflux, a space-based solar energy company. "You replace the server, you replace the GPU, you'd do some surgery on that thing and you'd slide it back in."
But no such repair crew exists in orbit, and those GPUs in space could get damaged due to their exposure to high-energy particles from the sun.
Bhatt says one workaround is to overprovision the satellite with extra chips to replace the ones that fail. But that's an expensive proposition given they are likely to cost tens of thousands of dollars each, and current Starlink satellites only have a lifespan of about five years.
Competition -- and leverage
Musk is not alone trying to solve these problems. 
A company in Redmond, Washington, called Starcloud, launched a satellite in November carrying a single Nvidia-made AI computer chip to test out how it would fare in space. Google is exploring orbital data centers in a venture it calls Project Suncatcher. And Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin announced plans in January for a constellation of more than 5,000 satellites to start launching late next year, though its focus has been more on communications than AI.

    
Still, Musk has an edge: He's got rockets.
Starcloud had to use one of his Falcon rockets to put its chip in space last year. Aetherflux plans to send a set of chips it calls a Galactic Brain to space on a SpaceX rocket later this year. And Google may also need to turn to Musk to get its first two planned prototype satellites off the ground by early next year. 
Pierre Lionnet, a research director at the trade association Eurospace, says Musk routinely charges rivals far more than he charges himself --- as much as $20,000 per kilo of payload versus $2,000 internally.

    
He said Musk's announcements this week signal that he plans to use that advantage to win this new space race.

"When he says we are going to put these data centers in space, it's a way of telling the others we will keep these low launch costs for myself," said Lionnet. "It's a kind of powerplay."
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                    Science

    Can apes play pretend? Scientists use an imaginary tea party to find out




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo provided by the Ape Initiative shows Kanzi, a bonobo who learned to communicate with humans, in Des Moines, Iowa. (Ape Initiative via AP)]
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[image: This undated photo provided by the Ape Initiative shows Nyota with Kanzi, a bonobo who learned to communicate with humans, in Des Moines, Iowa. (Ape Initiative via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- By age 2, most kids know how to play pretend. They turn their bedrooms into faraway castles and hold make-believe tea parties.
The ability to make something out of nothing may seem uniquely human -- a bedrock of creativity that's led to new kinds of art, music and more.
Now, for the first time, an experiment hints that an ape in captivity can have an imagination. 
"What's really exciting about this work is that it suggests that the roots of this capacity for imagination are not unique to our species," said study co-author Christopher Krupenye with Johns Hopkins University. 
Enter Kanzi, a bonobo who was raised in a lab and became a whiz at communicating with humans using graphic symbols. He combined different symbols to make them mean new things and learned how to create simple stone tools.
Scientists wondered whether Kanzi had the capacity to play pretend -- that is, act like something is real while knowing it's not. They'd heard reports of female chimpanzees in the wild holding sticks as though they were babies and chimps in captivity dragging imaginary blocks on the ground after playing with real ones.

    
But imagination is abstract, so it's hard to know what's going on in the apes' heads. They could just be imitating researchers or mistaking imaginary objects for the real thing.



    
        




    




Researchers adapted the playbook for studying young children to stage a juice party for Kanzi. They poured imaginary juice from a pitcher into two cups, then pretended to empty just one. They asked Kanzi which cup he wanted and he pointed to the cup still containing pretend juice 68% of the time.

    
    
    
To make sure Kanzi wasn't confusing real with fake, they also ran a test with actual juice. Kanzi chose the real juice over the pretend almost 80% of the time, "which suggests that he really can tell the difference between real juice and imaginary juice," said Amalia Bastos, a study co-author from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

    
A third experiment placing fake grapes into two jars had similar positive results.
But not all scientists are convinced that Kanzi is playing pretend like humans do. There's a difference between envisioning juice being poured into a cup and maintaining the pretense that it's real, said Duke University comparative psychologist Michael Tomasello. 
"To be convinced of that I would need to see Kanzi actually pretend to pour water into a container himself," Tomasello wrote in an email. He had no role in the study, which was published Thursday in the journal Science.
Kanzi grew up among humans, so it's hard to say whether his abilities extend to all apes or are because of his special upbringing. He died last year at the age of 44.
Many great ape species in the wild are critically endangered and it'll take more research to understand what their minds are capable of.
"Kanzi opened this path for a lot of future studies," Bastos said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Oddities

    Freezing reptile dubbed 'Lizard in a blizzard' is rescued after being buried in Rhode Island snow




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New England Wildlife Center shows a tegu lizard which was found buried in snow in Providence, R.I., in late January 2025. (New England Wildlife Center via AP)]
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                                        PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) -- Wildlife officials say a "lizard in a blizzard" has been rescued after a man discovered the large cold-blooded reptile buried in snow in Rhode Island, somehow surviving the frigid temperatures. 
According to the New England Wildlife Center, the Providence man spotted the tegu lizard from his driveway on Tuesday. The reptile was quickly brought it indoors and wrapped in a T-shirt to help conserve heat.
ET Reptiles, a reptile store based in Rhode Island, agreed to pick up the tegu and take it to an animal hospital. There, veterinarians found the tegu to be "extremely weak, underweight, and not moving well." The tegu's tongue had also suffered frostbite and muscle weakness due to prolonged exposure to the cold -- a circumstance that leads to cell failure in cold-blooded animals in low temperatures.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New England Wildlife Center shows a tegu lizard which was found buried in snow in Providence, R.I., in late January 2025. (New England Wildlife Center via AP)]
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A small portion of the tegu's tongue was amputated to help with its recovery. 

    
"He is now resting comfortably and finally warm, which makes all the difference!" the wildlife center said in a social media post. "We will be rooting for a good outcome and will share updates as we have them."
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[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Italy gets creative as it works to make art accessible for blind people
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 4, 2015, file photo, an order of McDonald's Chicken McNuggets is displayed for a photo in Olmsted Falls, Ohio. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                With caviar McNuggets and heart-shaped pizza, fast food chains hope to win Valentine's diners
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 2025 image provided by Hilton Carter shows a plant-centered seating area at his home in Baltimore. (Hilton Carter via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How to create a calming 'nature nook' with indoor plants
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The center says it's unknown if the lizard escaped on its own from wherever it was being kept or was abandoned.

The black and white lizards are native to South America and have become popular in the pet trade. They have become known as an invasive species in certain states, like Florida, as more owners who had intended to keep them as pets abandon them into the wild. They can grow to 4 feet (122 centimeters) long.
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    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)
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                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 
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    Monkeys are on the loose in St. Louis and AI is complicating efforts to capture them
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                                        Multiple monkeys are on the loose in St. Louis, and AI-generated images are complicating the effort to find them. 
The Vervet monkeys were first spotted Thursday near a park in the northern part of the city, prompting "rumor after rumor," said city Department of Health spokesperson Willie Springer. It's unclear who owns the monkeys, how they got loose or exactly how many there are.
People have reported capturing the monkeys, even posting fake pictures online to bolster the claim. But as of Monday, the monkeys remained at large, Springer said. 
"It's been a lot in regard to AI and what's genuine and what's not," Springer said. "People are just having fun. Like I don't think anyone means harm." 
The largest number people have reported seeing is four, Springer said. People aren't allowed to own the animals in the city, so Springer is doubtful that anyone will come forward to claim them.

    
For now, animal control is working with primate experts at the St. Louis Zoo to find them. 
Vervet monkeys are native to sub-Saharan Africa, where they are widespread. Weighing in at 7 to 17 pounds (3.18 to 7.71 kilograms), they are sometimes called green monkeys because of the tint of their fur. 

Residents have been urged to stay away from the monkeys and call for help instead. A news release said they are intelligent and social, but may be unpredictable or aggressive under stress. 
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                    Oddities

    Chicken wings advertised as 'boneless' can have bones, Ohio Supreme Court decides




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A "boneless chicken wing" is displayed in Glenside, Pa., on Feb. 8, 2023. On Thursday, July 25, 2024, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that consumers cannot expect boneless chicken wings to actually be free of bones, rejecting claims by a restaurant patron who suffered serious medical complications from getting a bone stuck in his throat. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        Consumers cannot expect boneless chicken wings to actually be free of bones, a divided Ohio Supreme Court ruled Thursday, rejecting claims by a restaurant patron who suffered serious medical complications from getting a bone stuck in his throat. 
Michael Berkheimer was dining with his wife and friends at a wing joint in Hamilton, Ohio, and had ordered the usual -- boneless wings with parmesan garlic sauce -- when he felt a bite-size piece of meat go down the wrong way. Three days later, feverish and unable to keep food down, Berkeimer went to the emergency room, where a doctor discovered a long, thin bone that had torn his esophagus and caused an infection.
Berkheimer sued the restaurant, Wings on Brookwood, saying the restaurant failed to warn him that so-called "boneless wings" -- which are, of course, nuggets of boneless, skinless breast meat -- could contain bones. The suit also named the supplier and the farm that produced the chicken, claiming all were negligent.

    
In a 4-3 ruling, the Supreme Court said Thursday that "boneless wings" refers to a cooking style, and that Berkheimer should've been on guard against bones since it's common knowledge that chickens have bones. The high court sided with lower courts that had dismissed Berkheimer's suit. 



    
        




    




"A diner reading 'boneless wings' on a menu would no more believe that the restaurant was warranting the absence of bones in the items than believe that the items were made from chicken wings, just as a person eating 'chicken fingers' would know that he had not been served fingers," Justice Joseph T. Deters wrote for the majority.

    
    
    
The dissenting justices called Deters' reasoning "utter jabberwocky," and said a jury should've been allowed to decide whether the restaurant was negligent in serving Berkheimer a piece of chicken that was advertised as boneless. 

"The question must be asked: Does anyone really believe that the parents in this country who feed their young children boneless wings or chicken tenders or chicken nuggets or chicken fingers expect bones to be in the chicken? Of course they don't," Justice Michael P. Donnelly wrote in dissent. "When they read the word 'boneless,' they think that it means 'without bones,' as do all sensible people."
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                    Oddities

    California homeowner rolls out 'unwelcome' mat for black bear living under his house




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bear lies inside a crawl space beneath a home in Altadena, Calif., Dec. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Homeowner Ken Johnson stands outside his house with trash scattered across the driveway after a bear took refuge in a crawl space at his property in Altadena, Calif., Dec. 1, 2025, as a reporter surveying the scene casts a shadow on a wall. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Homeowner Ken Johnson stands outside his house with trash scattered across the driveway after a bear took refuge in a crawl space at his property in Altadena, Calif., Dec. 1, 2025, as a reporter surveying the scene casts a shadow on a wall. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bear warning sign is posted at the Basher trailhead in Anchorage, Alaska, on July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen, File)]
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                                        A huge black bear that made its den in the crawl space under a Los Angeles area man's house for more than a month has finally been evicted.
Altadena resident Ken Johnson said the animal began denning beneath his home around Thanksgiving, twisting gas lines and toppling bricks as he came and went. Surveillance video showed the bear easily tearing away screening and other obstacles and squeezing through a small opening. 
Johnson said in a phone interview Friday that he first asked state wildlife officials for help, but the air horns and paintball guns they deployed didn't work. So he turned to BEAR League, a California-based nonprofit that bills itself as specializing in "living in harmony with bears."
The bear was out within about 20 minutes after members from the group arrived, Johnson said. 
In a social media post on Thursday, the group said that one of its most experienced responders crawled beneath the home and got behind the bear -- which it estimated weighs more than 500 pounds (227 kilograms) -- to encourage the animal to leave. 

    
"There's the relief -- it feels like, you know, you had a bunch of dinner guests over and now the party's over -- well it wasn't a party -- but you know they're gone and now you've got a bunch of dirty dishes and empty glasses to deal with," Johnson said. 



    
        




    




The group placed an "unwelcome" mat, which delivers an electric shock, at the opening. Video footage showed the bear returning to the house, stepping on the mat and then running away. 

    
    
    
Dave Fleishman, a BEAR League spokesperson who helped evict the animal, said it was one of the largest black bears he has seen. 
"He's in my top three," Fleishman said.
"He's an old soul ... I think he just wanted a quiet place for the winter," he added. "But he'd done a tremendous amount of damage to Ken's house. And so, you don't want Ken's house to burn down or the rest of Altadena to burn down because of a ruptured gas line."

    
Fleishman said the team was able to move the bear quickly because the house has two crawl spaces, making access easier. He called it a "standard eviction" the group regularly handles, particularly in the Lake Tahoe area. 
Johnson described having the bear around as "unsettling." Since the eviction, the bear came back at least once before moving on, he said. "It's just the constant tension of if he if he decides to come out I have to be ready," he said.

Johnson said the animal caused thousands of dollars in damage, which has been particularly tough to deal with because he lost his job after last year's Eaton wildfire. The bear shredded ductwork under the house and twisted natural gas piping, Johnson said. He's set up a GoFundMe page seeking to repair the damage and make his house livable again.
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                    Oddities

    Viral '6-7' tops 2025 list of overused words and phrases




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dictionary.com page shows the newest word of the year "6-7" on a computer screen, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]
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                                        Respondents to an annual Michigan college survey of overused and misused words and phrases say " 6-7 " is "cooked" and should come to a massive full-stop heading into the new year.
Those are among the top 10 words on the 50th annual "Banished Words List," released Thursday by Lake Superior State University. The tongue-in-cheek roundup of overused slang started in 1976 as a New Year's Eve party idea, and is affectionately called the list of "Queen's English for Mis-use, Over-use and General Uselessness."
Around 1,400 submissions came from all 50 states and a number of countries outside the U.S., including Uzbekistan, Brazil and Japan, according to Lake Superior State.
Also in the top 10 are "demure," "incentivize," "perfect," "gift/gifted," "my bad" and "reach out." "My bad" and "reach out" also made the list decades ago -- in 1998 and 1994, respectively.

    
"The list definitely represents the fad and vernacular trends of the younger generation," said David Travis, Lake Superior State University president. "Social media allows a greater opportunity to misunderstand or misuse words. We're using terms that are shared through texting, primarily, or through posting with no body language or tone context. It's very easy to misunderstand these words."
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[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Italy gets creative as it works to make art accessible for blind people
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 4, 2015, file photo, an order of McDonald's Chicken McNuggets is displayed for a photo in Olmsted Falls, Ohio. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                With caviar McNuggets and heart-shaped pizza, fast food chains hope to win Valentine's diners
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 2025 image provided by Hilton Carter shows a plant-centered seating area at his home in Baltimore. (Hilton Carter via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How to create a calming 'nature nook' with indoor plants
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Few phrases in 2025 befuddled parents, teachers and others over the age of, say 40, more than "6-7." Dictionary.com even picked it as their 2025 word of the year, while other dictionaries chose words like "slop" and " rage bait."

    
    
    
But what does "6-7" actually mean? It exploded over the summer, especially among Gen Z, and is considered by many to be nonsensical in meaning -- an inside joke driven by social media.
"Don't worry, because we're all still trying to figure out exactly what it means," the dictionary's editors wrote.
Each number can be spoken aloud as "six, seven." They even can be combined as the number 67; at college basketball games, some fans explode when a team reaches that point total.

    
The placement of "6-7" at the top of the banished list puts it in good company. In 2019, the centuries-old Latin phrase "quid pro quo" was the top requested phrase to ban from popular use. In 2017, " fake news " got the most votes.
Alana Bobbitt, a 19-year-old sophomore at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, is unapologetic about using "6-7."
"I find joy in it," Bobbitt said. "It's a little bit silly, and even though I don't understand what it means, it's fun to use."
Jalen Brezzell says a small group of his friends use "6-7" and that it comes up a couple of times each week. But he won't utter it.
"Never. I don't really get the joke," said Brezzell, a 19-year-old sophomore at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. "I don't see what's funny about it."
But banning it, even in jest, might be a bit of a stretch, he said, adding that he does use other words and phrases on the list.
"I've always used the word 'cooked,'" Brezzell said. "I just think it got popular on the internet over this past year. It's saying, like, 'give it up, it's over.'"

    
Some of the phrases do have longevity, Travis said.

"I don't think they'll ever go away, like 'at the end of the day,'" he said. "I used 'my bad' today. I feel comfortable using it. I started using it when I was young. A lot of us older people are still using it."
Travis said that while some terms on the list "will stick around in perpetuity," others will be fleeting.
"I think '6-7,' next year, will be gone," he said.
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                    Climate

    Backyard vegetable gardens are healthy for people and the planet. Here's how to start yours




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A lettuce seedling is displayed in Boston on Dec. 8, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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                                        If you want healthy food, experts say to eat what's local, organic and in-season. Those foods benefit the planet too, because they are less taxing on the soil and they don't travel as far.
It doesn't get more local, organic and in-season than a backyard vegetable garden.
At this time of year, many backyards across the country are still covered in snow. But it's the perfect time to start planning for a garden because you'll want to have supplies ready to start planting just after the last frost date in your area.
Below are some tips on how to plan a backyard garden and reasons why you should do it.

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    The healthiest and most climate-conscious food is local, organic and in season. A backyard vegetable garden checks all those boxes, but starting one can feel intimidating. We have tips to help you grow a garden from scratch.

                

                
            
        

    



Homegrown vegetables have fewer emissions

Vegetable gardens benefit the surrounding ecosystem by adding diverse plant life, especially where they replace grass or cover a deck or patio. They also can provide flowering plants for pollinators.
The plants capture and store carbon in the soil, promote healthy soil by preventing compaction and can make the air cooler on rooftops and patios, according to Ellen Comeau, who chairs the advisory council for the Cuyahoga County Master Gardener Volunteers with the Ohio State University Extension program.

    
Homegrown vegetables and fruits are responsible for fewer emissions than their store-bought counterparts because grocery store produce typically travels long distances on trucks.
"There's this whole idea of a zero-kilometer meal, that I don't have to travel anywhere, except my backyard, to make food. That certainly helps the climate," said Carol Connare, editor of The Old Farmer's Almanac.
Gardening has health benefits

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lettuce seedlings rest in a container under a blue light in Boston on Dec. 8, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]
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The health benefits from gardening are multifaceted, "social, emotional, nutritional, physical," said Katherine Alaimo, an associate professor of food science and human nutrition at Michigan State University.
Gardening promotes physical health because it requires a lot of movement. The food is typically picked at the height of ripeness and eaten fresh so it tends to have more nutrients than grocery store produce.
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[image: The 7-foot tall 2026 numerals are displayed at an illumination ceremony in Times Square, Thursday, Dec. 18, 2025, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Save money, get organized, live better: Common New Year's resolutions can also cut climate impact
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shoppers wait in line to enter Macy's flagship store on Nov. 28, 2025 in New York. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Why your holiday gift returns might go to a landfill and what you can do about it
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Amazon Prime driver makes a delivery outside an apartment building in Pittsburgh, March 10, 2025. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Fast shipping is increasing emissions. Here's why delivery has become more polluting
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Alaimo said most gardeners don't use pesticides and grow their food organically. And of course, when you grow more produce, you eat more produce.

    
    
    
"That's going to reinforce people eating more fruits and vegetables even in the off season when they're not growing food. So they try new foods, they potentially increase creativity and their cooking skills," she said.
Alaimo said gardening also connects people with nature, provides a sense of responsibility and accomplishment and encourages sharing harvests with friends. All of that can contribute to reduced stress, lower blood pressure and higher energy, she said.

    

Picking the right spot and budgeting
Sunlight is the biggest factor in choosing where to put your garden. Most produce wants at least six hours of sunlight per day. If sunny spots are few, save them for fruiting plants because leafy greens can tolerate more shade.
It also helps to have a nearby water source because you'll get more food for less effort if you're not lugging buckets of water a long way.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


If you're growing in the ground, Comeau said to start with a soil test to determine its acidity and nutrient makeup. Soil samples, once bagged or boxed, can typically be sent to a cooperative extension office at a university. The Old Farmer's Almanac offers a list of extension offices by state. The results will give you an idea of what to grow and whether you need fertilizer or other amendments.

    
If you have barren soil or a concrete patio, you can buy or build raised beds with purchased soil. Connare said raised beds have advantages such as controlling the soil, but the disadvantages include the cost and the likelihood of compacting soil and eventually needing to replace it.
After finding the right spot, Comeau said the next step is figuring out how much you have to spend. That determines how big the garden is, whether you sow seeds or buy baby plants known as starts and how many supplies you can afford.
Another major investment: fencing for pests. That means digging fences into the soil to stop burrowing animals like groundhogs, making them tall to deter deer or installing netting for climbing critters.

    

Choosing what to grow and when to start

What you can grow depends on what falls into your region's plant hardiness zone. Californians can grow olives more easily than Ohioans, for example.
Connare recommends finding out what plants are working for your neighbors.
"They might be able to tell you, 'I can't grow a Cherokee tomato here to save my life, but these tie-dye ones do great,'" she said.
Once you've narrowed down what can grow, pick what appeals to you. Kevin Espiritu, founder of Epic Gardening, said he used to advise people to focus on what grows the fastest and easiest, but now he also emphasizes choosing what you like to eat.
Connare also recommends adding flowers to attract pollinators. Local garden centers are good sources of knowledge about what native plants will attract beneficial insects.
Espiritu said to figure out the last frost date in your area and plan around that. Many fruits and vegetables are best planted after the frost threat has passed, but some can go in earlier. Cool-season crops like leafy vegetables can tolerate slightly colder temperatures. Seeds can get started indoors weeks before the last frost date.

    
Comeau said seed packet labels often provide instructions.
"The label will tell you when you can start it and when it can go into the ground. Some obviously go right into the ground and some can be started ahead of time," she said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    Some people tape their mouths shut at night. Doctors wish they wouldn't




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A shaft of light shines into a bedroom in Belle, W.Va., on Nov. 11, 2013. (Craig Cunningham/The Daily Mail via AP, File)]
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                                        Having your mouth taped shut is the stuff of nightmares -- but some people are doing just that to themselves. And in an attempt to sleep better, no less. 
Doctors say don't do it. 
Some on social media say it's a hack for getting more and better sleep and to reduce snoring. The claims -- which are not backed by science -- are taking off on places like TikTok, sometimes pushed by people working for companies selling related products.
"The studies behind mouth tape are small, the benefits are modest and the potential risks are there," said Dr. Kimberly Hutchison, a neurologist and sleep medicine expert at Oregon Health & Science University. Some of those risks include making sleep disorders like sleep apnea worse, or even causing suffocation. 
It is better to breathe through your nose most of the time

Mouth breathing in adults is not a major health problem, but it is better to breath through your nose, experts say. Your nose is a natural filtering system, trapping dust and other allergens before they can get to your lungs. 
If you're breathing with your mouth open at night, you could wake up with a dry mouth and irritated throat, which can contribute to bad breath and oral health problems. Mouth breathing is also associated with more snoring. 

    
Don't rush to use mouth tape
But even though breathing through your nose is better than breathing through your mouth, taping your mouth shut isn't the best way to fix the issue. 
There's no strong evidence it helps improve sleep. A few studies have been conducted, most of which showed little or no impact, but they were so small experts say conclusions should not be drawn from them. 
And meanwhile, there are the potential dangers to be avoided. 
Dr. David Schulman, a sleep doctor at Emory University, said there are other things to try, like prescription mouth pieces that can open up your airway, or a CPAP machine. If you're a smoker or are overweight, for example, quitting smoking and losing weight can help. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Mouth breathing could be a sign of something serious -- so find out
The safest approach is to figure out why exactly you are breathing with your mouth, because there could be something else going on. 
You may be breathing through your mouth because you have obstructive sleep apnea, a sleep disorder where breathing repeatedly stops and starts during sleep because of a blocked airway. The disorder is linked to both open mouth breathing and snoring, and is typically treated with a CPAP machine.
"The reason sleep apnea can be bad is that any decrease in the quality of sleep can affect you day to day or over the course of your life," said Dr. Brian Chen, a sleep doctor at the Cleveland Clinic. "Depending on how bad the sleep is, you may just feel sleep deprived or require more sleep."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The best thing to do, Emory's Shulman says, is get a sleep test, some of which can be done at home. "It's always better to know than not know," he said. "And if you know that something's going on and you choose not to pursue therapy, at least you know you're making an educated decision."

    
    
    
___


    
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Doctors share the best ways to get the most from a bidet




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A smart bidet sits in a bathroom at the McKechnie Family LIFE Home on the University Illinois campus in Champaign, Ill., Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021. (Robin Scholz/The News-Gazette via AP, File)]
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            By 
            ANNE D'INNOCENZIO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Once considered an oddity in American homes, bidets are becoming increasingly common as more people seek a hygienic and sustainable alternative to toilet paper or a hand managing certain physical conditions. 
Toilet paper shortages during the COVID-19 pandemic helped demystify the devices for U.S. consumers, although Italy, Japan and some other countries where bidets are standard bathroom features also saw runs on TP. Environmental awareness, less expensive bidet options and the development of smart toilets that perform multiple functions have given further momentum to the idea of rinsing instead of wiping. 
Bidets even earned a moment in the national spotlight last month when Zohran Mamdani, New York City's new mayor, said he hoped to have them installed in the bathrooms of Gracie Mansion, the 18th century Manhattan home that serves as the official residence of the city's chief executive. 

    
Medical professionals sometimes recommend bidets for patients with hemorrhoids, in recovery from surgery, or who have limited mobility due to age or disabilities. But experts say bidets are not best for everyone and need to be used properly to prevent other problems. 
Here are some of the ins and outs to consider.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Bidets for every budget
Bidets use a jet of water to clean the genitals and anal area after someone goes to the bathroom. They originally existed mainly as standalone fixtures separate from toilets. 
These days, the options include toilet seat attachments and hand-held versions that resemble detachable shower heads. Many of the latest "smart" toilets come with integrated bidets and feature heated seats, adjustable water pressure and air dryers.
On YouTube and other social media platforms, there are videos demonstrations of how to make a portable bidet with a plastic soda bottle.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Proper bidet etiquette
Bidet converts tend to rave about how much cleaner the appliances leave them feeling. Since all toileting activity involves delicate body parts and bacteria, experts stress that correct bidet use is required to make the activity as sanitary as possible. 
When using standalone bidets and ones installed on toilets, it's best, especially for women, to turn on the faucet while facing the controls so the washing is done from front to back, according to Dr. David Rivadeneira, a colorectal surgeon with the Huntington Hospital in Huntington, New York.
That position prevents the transfer of bacteria from the anal area to the urethra, Rivadeneira said. 

    
    
    
Most doctors recommend using warm water at low pressure for up to a few minutes, avoiding any extreme temperatures. You can also try a gentle soap if desired, but it's usually not necessary for regular bidet users. 

    
Rivadeneira cautions patients against trying to inject water into the anus since the devices are not meant for internal use.
"You're not supposed to be substituting it for a colonic or an enema," he said.
After washing, pat dry with toilet paper or a dedicated cotton towel to remove any remaining stool and to prevent yeast infections, experts say.
Bidets can be used every day but are most appropriate after a bowel movement. Overuse may cause skin irritation, according to medical experts. 
Proper bidet maintenance also matters, said Dr. Neal H. Patel, a family physician with the Providence St. Joseph Hospital in Orange County, California. Make sure to wipe down the nozzle every week or two with disinfectant wipes to remove bacteria, he said. 

    
Some benefits of bidets
Dr. Danielle Antosh, a urogynecologist in Houston, said some studies have showed that a bidet leaves less bacteria on a user's hand compared to toilet paper, but the research remains too limited to know for sure.
However, doctors who are in favor of bidets think the devices are less harsh on sensitive skin than toilet paper.
"The texture of toilet paper can cause irritation and itching, while the gentle water stream of a bidet is less abrasive and healthier for the skin," Dr. George Ellis, a urologist in Orlando, Florida, said.
Bidets therefore may benefit people with chronic diarrhea or other conditions that necessitate a lot of wiping, as well as those who are prone to urinary tract infections, medical experts said. They also may help relieve discomfort from hemorrhoids, fistulas and anal fissures, they said.

    
Three dermatologists from the University of Tennessee Health Science Center wrote in a 2023 editorial in the International Journal of Women's Dermatology that their peers should be "aware of the commonality of bidet use outside of American culture" and comfortable recommending bidets because skin conditions such as eczema, psoriasis and contact dermatitis can occur in the perianal region.
They also argued that by helping people with physical limitations clean themselves independently after using the toilet, bidets can reduce the workload of caregivers, most of whom are women. 

    
When to turn away from a bidet
Bidets are another example where it's possible to get too much of a good thing. Some doctors in Japan have advised patients who reported rashes or difficulty controlling their bowels after frequent bottom cleansing to stop using bidets until the conditions cleared up. 
Antosh recommends checking with a doctor before using a high-pressure bidet right after childbirth or if you have genital ulcers because powerful streams of water may be irritating. 
Dr. Jenna Queller, a dermatologist and founder of Boca Raton, Florida-based DermWorks, said the same was true for people with genital eczema or psoriasis. She recommends moisturizing the areas after using a bidet to prevent irritation.. 
And while bidets may offer relief for an itchy bottom, always consult a doctor if there's persistent bleeding from fissures or hemorrhoids because you could have a more serious condition, Rivadeneira advises. 
The green factor
Bidets generally are recognized as a greener choice than toilet paper by most environmental groups and scientists. The non-profit Natural Resources Defense Council said in a recent report that the devices "significantly cut down on the use of toilet paper, helping to lessen the environmental impacts associated with tissue production."
Gary Bull, a professor emeritus of forestry at the University of British Columbia told The Associated Press in a recent interview that while it makes sense and is agreed bidets are more sustainable, truly knowing the environmental impact of a product requires calculating all the carbon emitted and energy used in making the products and through the end of their life cycles.
Fancier bidets, for example, use electricity to heat the water and seat, he noted. 
"I was working out in my own house last night putting in a Japanese bidet because I just came back from Japan, and I went, 'OK, so this is good,'" Bull said. "But then if I look at that bidet, if I'm doing an honest assessment cradle to cradle, then I have to look at the water consumption, the energy consumption, a whole bunch of other things, to know whether or not that is a better choice for me as a consumer versus toilet tissue."
Andrea Hicks, a professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of Wisconsin, suggested thinking about how dry or wet a climate you live in before making a decision. 
In a "water-stressed" state like Arizona, toilet paper may be the more sustainable choice, while a bidet might more sense in a place where water is abundant, Hicks said. 
---
AP Writer Isabella O'Malley in Philadelphia contributed to this report. 
___

This story was first published on Feb. 1, 2026. It was updated on Feb. 2, 2026 to correct the first name of New York City's new mayor to Zohran, not Zorhan. 
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    An AP photographer saw a woman with a gun on a motorcycle, bringing back echoes from the past




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-government armed civilians patrol in La Guaira, Venezuela, Saturday, Jan. 3, 2026, after U.S. President Donald Trump announced that President Nicolas Maduro had been captured and flown out of the country. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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            By 
            MATIAS DELACROIX

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        LA GUAIRA, VENEZUELA (AP) -- Matias Delacroix is a Chilean-raised photojournalist currently based in Panama who has been photographing the U.S. attack in Venezuela and its aftermath.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why I shot this photo
When I saw an armed woman riding on the back of a motorcycle, it immediately reminded me of a well-known photograph from the 1990s by a Chilean photographer showing a woman with a submachine gun. That visual echo made me pause. I was seeing a similar image resurface decades later, this time in Caracas and under very different circumstances.
In the aftermath of U.S. strikes that ended with the capture of President Nicolas Maduro, groups of pro-government civilians took to the streets, some armed. The scene reflected the shock and uncertainty that followed the attack, and photographing it felt essential.

    
How I made this photo
I took the photo at a gas station guarded by armed civilians and police. A small group of motorcyclists arrived carrying weapons; some were young, others much older. They questioned who I was and what I was doing there. After I explained that I was an international news agency photographer covering the aftermath of the U.S. bombing, they allowed me to continue working.



    
        




    




I had been working nonstop since the strikes. At dawn, after coordinating with the photo editor, we decided to expand coverage beyond Caracas to follow reports of damage at the port of La Guaira. I moved by motorcycle, like the armed patrols in the image, to reach locations quickly and to be able to leave fast if the situation escalated.

    
    
    
Why it works

The photo condenses a tense moment into a single frame: armed civilians occupying public space, motorcycles symbolizing speed and control, and a woman carrying a weapon -- a detail that immediately draws attention. It captures how, in the hours after the strikes, the line between civilian life and armed response blurred, conveying instability and fear without the need for explanation.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            By 
            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






            
        
    

    
       

        
    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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                    Climate

    A crisis emerges across the US as 'forever chemicals' quietly contaminate drinking water wells




                    

                

            
    





It was an ideal spot for families to swim and fish

Then Wisconsin officials tested the water








    
        Snowden Lake in Stella, Wis., seen here on Oct. 20, 2025, has been contaminated with PFAS, known commonly as forever chemicals. (AP Photo/Michael Phillis)

    



            

            By 
            MICHAEL PHILLIS and HELEN WIEFFERING

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        STELLA, Wis. (AP) -- Kristen Hanneman made a small decision in 2022 that would upend life for her entire town.
State scientists were checking private drinking water wells across Wisconsin for a widely used family of harmful chemicals called PFAS. They mailed an offer to test the well outside her tidy farmhouse surrounded by potato farms cut out of dense forest. Without much thought, she accepted.
Months later, Hanneman found herself on the phone with a state toxicologist who told her to stop drinking the water -- now. The well her three kids grew up on had levels thousands of times higher than federal drinking water limits for what are commonly known as forever chemicals.
Hanneman's well was hardly the only one with a problem. And the chemicals were everywhere. Pristine lakes and superb hunting made Stella a sportsman's dream. Now officials say the fish and deer should be eaten sparingly or not at all.

    
    
    
Many residents here have known their neighbors for decades. If they want to move away from all this, it's hard to sell their property - who, after all, would want to buy?
"Had I just thrown that survey in the garbage," Hanneman said, "would any of this be where it is today?"

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The town hall in Stella, Wis., on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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Stella is far from the only community near industrial sites and military bases nationwide where enormous amounts of PFAS have contaminated the landscape, posing a particular threat to nearby well owners.
Forever chemicals get their name because they resist breaking down, whether in well water or the environment. In the human body, they accumulate in the liver, kidneys and blood. Research has linked them to an increased risk of certain cancers and developmental delays in children.

    
Government estimates suggest as much as half of U.S. households have some level of PFAS in their water -- whether it comes from a private well or a tap. But while federal officials have put strict limits on water provided by utilities, those rules don't apply to the roughly 40 million people in the United States who rely on private drinking water wells.

    
    
    

    
Short of a random test, as in Stella, few may learn their water is tainted with the odorless, colorless chemicals.
At least 20 states do not test private wells for PFAS outside of areas where problems are already suspected, according to a survey of state agencies by The Associated Press. Even in states that do, residents often wait years for help and receive far fewer resources than people tied into municipal tap water.
PFAS are so common because they are so useful. Uniquely able to repel moisture and withstand extreme temperatures, the chemicals have been critical to making waterproof shoes, nonstick cookware and foam that could extinguish the hottest fires.
When the chemicals reach soil or water, as they have near factories and waste sites, they are extremely difficult to remove. North Carolina saw an early example, with well owners downstream from a PFAS manufacturing plant still dealing with tainted water years later. In rural northwest Georgia, communities are reckoning with widespread contamination from PFAS that major carpet manufacturers applied for stain resistance.
Robert Bilott, an environmental attorney who pursued one of the first major lawsuits against a PFAS manufacturer in the late 1990s, said many states don't have the money to help.

    
"The well owners -- the victims of the contamination -- shouldn't have to be paying," he said. "But where's this money going to come from?"

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attendees listen to presentations at the Chatsworth, Ga., town hall on Thursday, June 12, 2025. The group PFAS Georgia represents numerous residents and farmers in Dalton and Calhoun who allege their properties are contaminated with PFAS from the carpet industry. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Attendees listen to presentations at the Chatsworth, Ga., town hall on Thursday, June 12, 2025. The group PFAS Georgia represents numerous residents and farmers in Dalton and Calhoun who allege their properties are contaminated with PFAS from the carpet industry. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marie Jackson mows her lawn, Thursday, May 8, 2025, in Resaca, Ga. She spent her childhood playing and swimming in the Conasauga River, downstream from Dalton. Her idyllic memories are overshadowed by recollections of foam on the river and dead fish. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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Well owners often the last to know about contamination

The alarming results from Hanneman's well triggered a rush of testing, beginning with the wells of nearby neighbors and later expanding miles away.
How the chemicals infiltrated water beneath Stella's sandy soil was initially a mystery. State officials eventually suspected the paper mill in the small city of Rhinelander, a 10-mile (16-kilometer) drive from town. The mill had specialized in making paper for microwave popcorn bags -- a product that was greaseproof thanks in part to PFAS.
The mill's manufacturing process also produced a waste sludge which could be used as a fertilizer. By 1996, and for decades after with state approval, the mill spread millions of pounds on farm fields in and around Stella. Wisconsin officials now believe the PFAS it contained seeped into the subterranean reserves of groundwater that feed lakes, streams and many residential wells.

    
In September, the state sent initial letters assigning cleanup and investigation responsibilities to current and former owners of the mill. These companies point out that the state permitted their sludge spreading, starting long before the dangers of PFAS were widely understood.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Ahlstrom paper mill in Rhinelander, Wis., on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025 (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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The problem in Stella remained hidden because well owners don't have a utility testing their water.
Rhinelander's water utility first tested for PFAS in 2013 to comply with federal rules. By 2019, the city shut down two utility-owned public wells to protect customers. In Stella, meanwhile, some well owners found out only last year that their water is unsafe.

    
The Hanneman family moved into their home when their oldest son was nearly two. He's 19 now. His parents worry about all those years of exposure, and have joined an effort to sue the paper mill's owners and PFAS manufacturers.
Several plaintiffs in the growing lawsuit allege property damage and that their cholesterol, thyroid and kidney diseases are linked to contaminated groundwater. The companies have denied responsibility.
Very tiny amounts of PFAS consumed regularly over years can be dangerous. As scientists better understood those risks, federal advice for water utilities slowly followed and tightened. The current limit is just 4 parts per trillion, or less than a drop diluted in an Olympic-size swimming pool.
The Environmental Protection Agency recommends private wells be tested for bacteria and a limited number of commonly found chemicals, but not PFAS unless it is a known local problem. Experts say testing mandates would be deeply unpopular. Many well owners value their freedom from government oversight and a monthly bill, and take pride in the taste of their water.
PFAS has turned some of those freedoms into liabilities. The chemicals can only be removed from water with costly filters that must be regularly monitored and replaced. Some well owners opt instead to drill deeper or even connect to city water pipes. Facing expensive and uncertain options, many resort to bottled water.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tom LaDue baits a hook with his grandkids in 2022 before PFAS contamination was discovered in Snowden Lake in Stella, Wis. (Courtesy Tom LaDue via AP)]
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In Stella, residents are grappling with the chemicals' unpredictable underground path. Though Tom LaDue's backyard extends to the edge of a highly contaminated lake, testing found barely any PFAS in his family's well.
Somehow, a neighbor farther back from the lake found 1,500 parts per trillion of PFAS in her shallower well -- magnitudes above the federal limits for tap water. The mother of three in that house says she is regularly tired, which she blames on thyroid issues, wondering if the water is to blame.
In one picture from a few years ago, LaDue is baiting a hook as his grandson dangles a fishing pole over the side of their boat. The sun shines bright.
"It's a nice lake and we fished in here," he said. "Now they tell us we can't eat the fish anymore."
House by house

While utilities can rely on centralized treatment facilities, restoring safe water for well owners must be done household by household. Some well owners get left out as regulators, lawyers and companies strike deals over who gets help.
The treatment of residents in the lakeside town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin, depends on the street where they live.
The town faced a crisis nearly a decade ago when PFAS were detected in wells downstream from a fire technology plant owned by Tyco and parent company Johnson Controls, which manufactured firefighting foam. Wisconsin officials said the company was responsible for cleaning up the plant and must sample wells in a broad area to see where the pollution spread. Johnson Controls told state regulators it studied the area's hydrology and geology and concluded it would pay for tests and drill new wells in a smaller section of town for which it maintains it is responsible.
Kayla Furton, a high school teacher who grew up in Peshtigo, lives in a home inside this area.
Had she lived two houses away, Furton would have had to pay out of pocket to treat the PFAS in her water.
Furton's worries over what would happen to her neighbors beyond that line, including her sister, motivated her to run for the town's board. During her time in office, Peshtigo leadership split over which fixes to pursue, and some well owners are still waiting on a long-term solution.
"Groundwater does not follow lines drawn on a map," Furton said. "There's nothing to say that, OK, the PFAS stops there."
In a statement, Johnson Controls said it has taken full responsibility for the area it contaminated. The company said it has restored more than 300 million gallons of clean water to the environment and installed 139 new wells.
The state of Wisconsin says the company has not fully investigated the extent of the contamination, and filed a lawsuit in 2022. Johnson Controls said in December the parties were close to reaching an agreement; the Wisconsin Department of Justice said it does not comment on pending litigation.

    
    
    
Residents along the Cape Fear River in North Carolina have seen just how far forever chemicals can spread. In 2017, the Wilmington StarNews revealed that PFAS from a Chemours chemical plant in Fayetteville were washing into the river and contaminating the water supply. After being sued, the billion-dollar company agreed to test nearby wells and treat those with polluted water. It did not admit to any wrongdoing.
As in Stella, the company tested in a slowly expanding radius that grew by quarter-mile segments from its plant. Chemours agreed to keep testing wells until it reached the edge of the polluted area -- a process it expected to take 18 months.
Seven years and some 23,000 wells later, testing is ongoing, with the contamination stretching far beyond what state regulators first imagined. Forever chemicals have been found in drinking water along nearly 100 miles (160 kilometers) of the river, from inland Fayetteville to the Atlantic coast.
According to an AP analysis of data submitted to the state's Department of Environmental Quality, Chemours discovered high levels of PFAS in more than 150 new wells in 2025.
Many well owners "thought they were fine," said Emily Donovan, an organizer and cofounder of the group Clean Cape Fear. "And now they're finding out so late that they were also contaminated."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Chemours Company, Fayetteville Works in White Oak, N.C., on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: A sign is displayed at the entrance of Chemours Company, Fayetteville Works in White Oak, N.C., on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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In a statement, Chemours said its timeline for testing wells depends on factors outside its control, including whether residents allow it, and that of the roughly 1,250 wells it sampled last year, 12% had PFAS. Chemours said it continues to contact eligible homes, and that a sample is typically taken within a week of residents' responding.
States leave well owners behind

In the absence of federal rules, responsibility falls to the states. But many states don't look for contamination in private wells -- and when those that do find it, many struggle to fund a fix.
One proactive state is Michigan, where millions rely on private wells. Officials there have tested groundwater and offered free tests to well owners near PFAS hot spots which, at hundreds of dollars per test, many owners are reluctant or unable to buy. The state provided more than $29 million in grants to clean up forever chemicals in its 2022 fiscal year, including hooking up nearly a thousand well owners to public water.
One of the biggest challenges is helping well owners understand why they should take the threat seriously.
"We are very lucky to get 50% of the people to say, 'Yes, come test my well for free,' let alone willing to put on a filter," said Abigail Hendershott, executive director of Michigan's multiagency team that responds to PFAS contamination.
New Hampshire, which dealt with an early PFAS crisis in Merrimack, has tested over 15,000 wells, more than half of which had levels exceeding federal standards. It provides generous rebates for homeowners to access clean water.
Elsewhere, millions of households are left on their own.
In northwest Georgia, some of the world's largest carpet companies began applying PFAS for stain resistance in the 1970s. The companies continued using the chemicals, which entered the environment through manufacturing wastewater, for years, even after scientific studies and regulators warned of their accumulation in human blood and possible health effects, according to an investigation by The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, The Associated Press, The Post and Courier and AL.com. The companies say that they followed all required regulations and that they stopped using PFAS on carpets in 2019.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Faye Jackson gets her blood tested at a medical clinic in Calhoun, Ga., on Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2025, as her daughter Marie waits outside for her turn. Their blood tests revealed they have PFAS levels above the safety threshold outlined by national health experts. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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The chemicals have tainted much of the landscape, including the drinking water in cities and the waterways that crisscross the Conasauga River watershed, home to tens of thousands of people. But only well owners near the small city of Calhoun have been offered free tests, and then only under a court agreement. The contaminated river flows into Alabama, where state officials do not typically test private wells for PFAS.
Financial limitations are an oft-cited reason why states aren't doing more.
Wisconsin, which relied on federal funds for its initial survey of wells, has scraped together resources to investigate PFAS in Stella. The state's environmental agency has no budget for sampling or treatment and is pulling money and staff time from other programs, according to the head of the drinking and groundwater program. Supplying bottled water to impacted homes -- once a rare expense -- now requires the state to set aside $900,000 annually.
Meanwhile, enormous amounts of money that could help have been stuck in a bank account, collecting interest. Though state lawmakers voted in 2023 to provide $125 million for PFAS cleanup, the funding has been mired by a separate debate over whether to shield certain property owners from liability. In January, key legislators said they were getting closer to a deal that would release the money.
The EPA has allocated billions to states for PFAS treatment and testing, but much of that money goes to public utilities.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Construction is underway on a reverse osmosis treatment facility which is designed to filter out PFAS from local drinking water in Gadsden, Ala., on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2025. (Will McLelland/AL.com/The Birmingham News via AP)]
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Federal officials are evaluating Stella for inclusion in the Superfund program, a large-scale decontamination process that would take years. They also partnered with Wisconsin officials to expand well sampling in July.
At an October public meeting in Stella, several residents asked if they should be worried about their well water.
There is a risk, state employees said, but they could not offer unlimited free tests to rule it out. Those who wanted one immediately would have to pay for it.
"We're doing the best that we can with the funding that we have available," said Mark Pauli, a drinking and groundwater supervisor.
In a statement, a spokesperson for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources said it had offered cost-free PFAS sampling for well owners within three miles of Stella and to many beyond that distance. The state said it provides owners of contaminated wells with guidance on treating their water and accessing financial help.
Nobody is accepting blame in Stella and finger pointing is circular. While the state is investigating, the current and former mill owners point to the state's permit as exonerating and say they followed all state rules.
Ahlstrom, the Finnish company that has owned the mill since 2018, said in a statement it hasn't used two of the most common types of PFAS found in Stella wells in its manufacturing process, and that it phased out all other types of PFAS in 2023. In late January, the company announced its own free bottled water program for residents.
Former owner Wausau Paper and its parent company Essity said they were cooperating with state officials and that the waste sludge they spread was tested for various contaminants, but not PFAS because it wasn't required.
Wisconsin officials say the threat of PFAS in the sludge wasn't well understood when they approved its use as fertilizer, and that the state will continue to require those who caused contamination to address its impacts.
That leaves residents, who did not contaminate their own wells, stuck hiring lawyers who argue these companies and PFAS manufacturers knew -- or should have known -- the risks.
A new normal in Stella

The crisis in Stella sparked by the test of her own well drove Kristen Hanneman to run for a town leadership role.
She spent months learning about the dangers of PFAS, then relaying that knowledge. It's a town so small that she said talking to a few of the right people would spread word to just about everyone.
It's been more than three years since Hanneman learned her well had PFAS levels near 11,500 parts per trillion. Federal limits are in the single digits. Her water supply is just as contaminated now as it was then. The family currently drinks and cooks with bottled water provided by the state.
Though some Stella residents have been able to access grant funding to drill deeper wells to reach clean water, the help was limited by household income, with some families disqualified if they made more than $65,000. Typically, the most a family could receive was $16,000 -- about half of what it may cost for a replacement well.

    


    
    
        
    



Stories circulate in Stella about people who paid for a new well only for their water still to be contaminated. Wisconsin state officials confirmed that at least three households faced this dilemma.
"Do we spend $20,000 to $40,000 on a new well for it to still be a problem?" Hanneman said.
One couple said replacing their well cleaned out much of their savings. Many are concerned about how much their home values have dropped.
A grant did help Cindy Deere, who worries about how 25 years of drinking the water in Stella may affect her health. She replaced her well and a test confirmed the new one was PFAS-free. Still, she has a hard time trusting the water.
"It's a constant worry," she said. "Is it going to turn bad?"
The paper mill is still permitted to spread sludge in the county that includes Stella. Its PFAS levels have recently tested well within new state guidelines.
Experts said sludge from industry and manufacturers is most likely to contain PFAS. Wisconsin developed testing guidelines for those sources for that reason, officials said.
But the state doesn't require another type of sludge -- treated waste from septic systems, which capture household sewage -- to be tested for PFAS. A local septic company has been spreading it in Stella -- in 2024 alone, it applied hundreds of thousands of gallons to farms and elsewhere, state records show. The company did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
Dianne Kopec, who has researched PFAS in wastewater at the University of Maine, said that without testing, officials can't know if the practice recycles the chemicals back onto the soil in Stella.
"Given what we know today, continuing to spread sludge on agricultural fields is ludicrous," Kopec said. "When you find yourself in a hole, it is best to stop digging."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snowden Lake in Stella, Wis., seen on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025, is contaminated by PFAS and officials say the fish is no longer safe to eat. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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___
Associated Press writers Todd Richmond in Madison, Wis., Jason Dearen in Los Angeles and M.K. Wildeman in Hartford, Conn., contributed. Dylan Jackson and Justin Price of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution contributed from Atlanta.
___
This story is part of an investigative collaboration with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, The Post and Courier and AL.com. It is supported through AP's Local Investigative Reporting Program.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of the AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment.
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                    Climate

    Why this US cold snap feels bone-shattering when it's not record-shattering




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The frigid weather gripping much of America is not unprecedented, but it feels that way. Experts in weather and behavior say that is why Americans feel the cold more intensely now. But they say the longer this cold snap lasts, the easier it will become to tolerate.
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                                        The brutally frigid weather that has gripped most of America for the past 11 days is not unprecedented. It just feels that way.
The first quarter of the 21st century was unusually warm by historical standards - mostly due to human-induced climate change - and so a prolonged cold spell this winter is unfamiliar to many people, especially younger Americans.
Because bone-shattering cold occurs less frequently, Americans are experiencing it more intensely now than they did in the past, several experts in weather and behavior said. But the longer the current icy blast lasts - sub-freezing temperatures are forecast to stick around in many places -- the easier it should become to tolerate.
"We adapt, we get used to things. This is why your first bite of dessert is much more satisfying than your 20th bite," Hannah Perfecto, who studies consumer behavior at Washington University in St. Louis, wrote in an email. "The same is true for unpleasant experiences: Day 1 of a cold snap is much more a shock to the system than Day 20 is."
'Out of practice' because of recent mild winters

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pedestrians walk down Fifth Avenue during a winter storm Jan. 25, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa, File)]
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Charlie Steele, a 78-year-old retired federal worker in Saugerties, New York, considers himself a lover of cold weather. In the recent past, he has gone outside in winter wearing a T-shirt and shorts, and has even walked barefoot in the snow. But this January's deep-freeze is "much, much colder than anything I can remember," he said.

    
Steele's sense of change is backed up data.



    
        




    




There have been four fewer days of subfreezing temperatures in the U.S. per year, on average, between 2001 and 2025 than there were in the previous 25 years, according to data from Climate Central. The data from more than 240 weather stations also found that spells of subfreezing temperatures have become less widespread geographically and haven't lasted as long -- until this year.

    
    
    
In Albany, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) from Steele, the change has been more pronounced than the national average, with 11 fewer subfreezing days in the last 25 years than the previous quarter century.
"You're out of practice," Steele said. "You're kind of lulled into complacency."

    
Coldest week someone under 30 may have felt

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person carries grocery bags up a residential street during a winter storm Jan. 25, 2026, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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Climate change has shifted what people are used to, said several climate scientists, including Daniel Swain of the University of California's Water Resources Institute.
"It's quite possible that for anybody under the age of 30, in some spots this may well be the coldest week of their life," Swain said. 
Jennifer Francis, a climate scientist at the Woodwell Climate Research Center in Falmouth, Massachusetts, said, "humans get used to all kinds of things -- city noise, stifling heat, lies from politicians, and winter cold. So when a 'normal' cold spell does come along, we feel it more acutely."
We forget how cold it used to be

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rafael Tavares digs his car, which was encased about 20 inches of snow, during a winter storm Jan. 26, 2026, in Lawrence, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]
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People forget how extreme cold feels after just two to eight years of milder winters, according to a 2019 study in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Americans have gone through a much longer stretch than that.
Over the past 30 years, the average daily low in the continental U.S. has dropped below 10 degrees (minus 12 degrees Celsius) 40 times, according to meteorologist Ryan Maue, former chief scientist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. But in the preceding 30 years, that chilly threshold was reached 124 times. 

    
"People have forgotten just how cold it was in the 20th century," Texas A&M University climate scientist Andrew Dessler said.
Their wake-up call came late last month, when the country's average daily low dipped below 10 degrees three times in one week.
Regardless of how it feels, extremely cold weather presents dangers. People and vehicles slip on ice, power can go down, leaving people freezing in homes, and storms limit visibility, making commuting to work or even doing basic errands, potentially perilous. More than 110 deaths have been connected to the winter storms and freezing temperatures since January. 

    
Shaking off our cold 'rustiness'

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vehicles travel eastbound on Interstate 20 near a sign advising motorists of icy conditions during a winter storm Jan. 24, 2026, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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As this winter's frigid days stretch on, people adapt. University of San Diego psychiatrist Thomas Rutledge said people shake off what he calls their "weather rustiness."
Rutledge explained what he meant via email, recalling the period decades ago when he lived in Alaska. "I assumed that everyone was a good driver in winter conditions. How couldn't they be with so much practice?" he wrote. "But what I annually observed was that there was always a large spike in car accidents in Alaska after (the) first big snowfall hit. Rather than persistent skills, it seemed that the 4-6 months of spring and summer was enough for peoples' winter driving skills to rust enough to cause accidents."
That's Alaska. This cold snap hit southern cities such as Dallas and Miami, where it's not just the people unaccustomed to the cold. Utilities and other basic infrastructure are also ill-equipped to handle the extreme weather, said Francis of the Woodwell Climate Research Center.

    
While this ongoing cold snap may feel unusually long to many Americans, it isn't, according to data from 400 weather stations across the continental U.S. with at least a century of record-keeping, as tracked by the Southeast Regional Climate Center.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A pedestrian crosses the street near Radio City Music Hall during a winter storm Jan. 25, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa, File)]
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Only 33 of these weather stations have recorded enough subzero temperatures (minus 18 degrees Celsius) since the start of 2026 to be in the top 10% of the coldest first 32 days of any year over the past century.
When Steele moved to the Hudson Valley as a toddler in 1949, the average daily low temperature over the previous 10 winters was 14.6 degrees (minus 9.7 degrees Celsius). In the past 10 years, the average daily low was 20.8 degrees (minus 6.2 degrees Celsius).
As a younger man, Steele used to hunt in winter and sit for hours on cold rocks.
"I could never do that now," he said. "I'm rusty. I'm out of practice."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Experimental cholesterol-lowering pill may offer new option for millions




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A monitor shows an artery during a catheterization lab heart procedure in Burlington, Vt., Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2008. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A new kind of pill sharply reduced artery-clogging cholesterol in people who remain at high risk of heart attacks despite taking statins, researchers reported Wednesday.
It's still experimental but the pill helps rid the body of cholesterol in a way that today can be done only with injected medicines. If approved by the Food and Drug Administration, the pill, named enlicitide, could offer an easier-to-use option for millions of people.
Statins block some of the liver's production of cholesterol and are the cornerstone of treatment. But even taking the highest doses, many people need additional help lowering their LDL, or "bad," cholesterol enough to meet medical guidelines.
In a major study, more than 2,900 high-risk patients were randomly assigned to add a daily enlicitide pill or a dummy drug to their standard treatment. The enlicitide users saw their LDL cholesterol drop by as much as 60% over six months, researchers reported in the New England Journal of Medicine.

    
There are other pills that patients can add to their statins "but none come close to the degree of LDL cholesterol lowering that we see with enlicitide," said study lead author Dr. Ann Marie Navar, a cardiologist at UT Southwestern Medical Center.


That benefit dropped only slightly over a year, and there was no safety difference between those taking the pill or placebo, researchers found. One caveat: The pill must be taken on an empty stomach. 

    
    
    
Heart disease is the nation's leading cause of death and high LDL cholesterol, which causes plaque to build up in arteries, is a top risk factor for heart attacks and strokes. While an LDL level of 100 is considered fine for healthy people, doctors recommend lowering it to at least 70 once people develop high cholesterol or heart disease -- and even lower for those at very high risk.
Statin pills like Lipitor and Crestor, or their cheap generic equivalents, are highly effective at lowering LDL. For additional help, some powerful injected drugs work differently, blocking a liver protein named PCSK9 that limits the body's ability to clear cholesterol from blood. Yet only a small fraction of people who could benefit from PCSK9 inhibitors use them. While prices for the costly shots have dropped recently, patients still may dislike administering shots and Navar said they're more complex for doctors to prescribe.

    
Merck funded Wednesday's study, which provides some of the final data needed to seek FDA approval of enlicitide. The FDA has added the drug to a program promising ultra-fast reviews.
The research offers "compelling evidence" that the new pill lowers cholesterol about as much as those PCSK9 shots, Dr. William Boden of Boston University and the VA New England Healthcare System, who wasn't involved with the study, wrote in the journal.
Boden cautioned there's no data yet showing the pill's cholesterol-reduction translates into fewer heart attacks, strokes and death. That takes much longer than a year to prove. Merck has a study of more than 14,000 patients underway to tell.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    A newborn's death likely linked to the mom drinking raw milk while pregnant




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A dairy cow is milked at a farm in Newcastle, Maine, March 31, 2015. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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                                        A newborn baby died from a listeria infection likely linked to the child's mother drinking raw milk during pregnancy, health officials said.
New Mexico officials this week warned people to avoid consuming unpasteurized dairy products following the death. Interest in and sales of raw milk have been rising in recent years, fueled by social media and growing support from the Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s Make America Healthy Again movement. 
State officials provided few details about the newborn, citing privacy restrictions. While investigators said they could not determine the exact cause of the baby's death, "the most likely source of infection was unpasteurized milk." That conclusion was based on information gathered during the investigation, including the timing of the infection and reports that the mother drank raw milk during pregnancy, an official said. 

    
Raw milk can contain several disease-causing germs, including listeria. That is a type of bacteria that can cause miscarriage, stillbirth, preterm birth, or fatal infections in newborns, even if the mother is only mildly ill. 



    
        




    




Pasteurization -- the process of heating milk to a high enough temperature to kill germs -- can prevent infections from listeria as well as other types of bacteria as well as viruses. Raw milk can contain germs that cause infections from avian influenza, brucella, tuberculosis, salmonella, campylobacter, cryptosporidium and E. coli. Many of those infections are particularly dangerous to young children, people older than 65 and those with weakened immune systems. 
-- 
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    House lawmaker raises new concerns over FDA's ultra-fast drug review program




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Marty Makary, commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration speaks at an event on addiction recovery in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026, in Washington, as Attorney General Pam Bondi and Interior Secretary Doug Burgum listen. (AP Photo/Allison Robbert)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Democratic lawmaker raised new concerns about a Food and Drug Administration program designed to drastically shorten the review of certain drugs, including whether senior officials involved in the effort are complying with federal ethics rules.
In a letter sent Tuesday, Rep. Jake Auchincloss of Massachusetts took issue with the lack of transparency in FDA's handling of the program and questioned its legal underpinnings, noting that Congress did not sign off on the plan.
Under the Commissioner's National Priority Voucher program, drugmakers are promised expedited reviews of one to two months for new medicines that support " national interests." It's at the center of FDA Commissioner Marty Makary's stated goal of "cutting red tape" at the agency.
But Auchincloss says details about the program have been "shrouded in secrecy," in part because the FDA has not responded to multiple congressional inquiries.

    
"The public must have transparency about the 'voucher' program, under which drug approvals have been made almost wholly and in an unprecedented manner by the FDA's political leadership," states Auchincloss, who is a member of a House subcommittee on health.



    
        




    




The new scrutiny came on the same day that the FDA held an employee town hall on the program, according to three agency staffers who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss confidential agency matters. Much of the debate surrounding the program involves concerns that drug decision-making is being taken away from agency scientists.

    
    
    
But FDA leaders used Tuesday's event to stress that final approval decisions continue to be made by drug center staffers, not political appointees.
"The approval decision remains with the relevant product center, using the center's normal processes," stated a slide presented at the meeting and shared with the AP.

    
In his letter, Auchincloss asserts that the FDA has failed to publish or release financial disclosure forms for eight senior FDA officials who vote on which drugs should receive priority vouchers. Membership of group, which was first reported by Stat News, is mostly comprised of officials closely aligned with Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., including Deputy FDA Commissioner Dr. Sara Brenner, Dr. Vinay Prasad, who oversees vaccines, and Dr. Tracy Beth Hoeg, FDA's drug center director.
The forms, which are collected annually by the Office of Government Ethics, list investments, outside income and other financial details for senior government officials and their spouses. Such disclosures are considered critical to avoiding potential conflicts of interest at the FDA, where staffers are often involved in regulating multibillion-dollar, publicly traded companies.
A Department of Health and Human Services spokesperson didn't immediately respond to AP's questions about the letter. 
Elsewhere in his letter, Auchincloss questions whether the FDA had the legal authority to establish the voucher program without action from Congress, which typically legislates such programs into law. His letter states that the FDA's legal office "was not consulted nor provided findings to support the agency's claim," that it could independently establish the program.

    
Several senior FDA staffers have declined to sign off on drug approvals going through the program due to legal concerns, as previously reported by the AP.
Auchincloss also notes that FDA officials did not respond to two letters he sent last year requesting information. In the new letter, the lawmaker instructs the agency to "affirm or refute," his findings.
In November, Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Rep. Frank Pallone of New Jersey sent a letter seeking answers to 15 questions about the FDA's voucher program. Pallone is the top Democrat on the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which oversees health agencies.
The agency did not respond to the letter, according to a committee staffer. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fda-makary-drug-voucher-program-29d830175911c3c7432616385a421a2c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Health

    Lindsey Vonn's decision to compete with a torn ACL is risky but 'possible,' experts say
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            Lindsey Vonn's decision to compete in Alpine skiing at the Milan Cortina Olympics, despite a torn ACL, is risky but not unexpected, experts in orthopedics and sports medicine said. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Lindsey Vonn approaches the finish area after crashing, during an alpine ski, women's World Cup downhill, in Crans Montana, Switzerland, Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)]
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            United States' Lindsey Vonn approaches the finish area after crashing, during an alpine ski, women's World Cup downhill, in Crans Montana, Switzerland, Friday, Jan. 30, 2026. (Jean-Christophe Bott/Keystone via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Lindsey Vonn attends a press conference by the U.S. ski team at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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            United States' Lindsey Vonn attends a press conference by the U.S. ski team at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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[image: United States' Lindsey Vonn smiles during a press conference by the U.S. ski team at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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                                        Lindsey Vonn's decision to compete in Alpine skiing at the Milan Cortina Olympics, despite a torn ACL, is risky but not unexpected, experts in orthopedics and sports medicine said.
"It's not unusual for any elite athlete. People will push through with something that us normal folks wouldn't push through because the stakes are a little higher," said Dr. Catherine Logan, an orthopedic surgeon with the Joint Preservation Center in Denver, Colorado, who has worked with U.S. ski, snowboard and lacrosse teams.
Vonn, who came out of retirement to earn a spot on the U.S. Olympic team at age 41, crashed in a World Cup downhill event in Switzerland on Friday. The damage to her left knee included a "completely ruptured" ACL and bone bruising, "plus meniscal damage," Vonn said Tuesday at a news conference.
After physical therapy and on the advice of doctors, she decided to continue. 

    
"My knee is not swollen, and with the help of a knee brace, I am confident that I can compete on Sunday," Vonn said.
By doing so, Vonn risks doing more damage to the knee -- or worse, said Dr. Yana Klein, an emergency and sports medicine specialist at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. 



    
        




    




"She might blow out her knee entirely," Klein said. "At these really high racing speeds, the big risk is that the knee is just not stable enough to compete."
Klein stressed that decisions like this are complicated and made with "athlete safety as the top priority." 
Here's what to know about the ACL and this type of injury:

    
    
    
What is an ACL rupture? How does it occur?
The ACL, or anterior cruciate ligament, connects the femur, or thighbone, to the tibia, or shinbone. A rupture is a tear in the ligament that typically occurs in sports that involve quick changes in direction, such as basketball, soccer and skiing.
Athletes typically hear a loud "pop" in the knee, which immediately gives out, followed by significant swelling.

    
How bad is Vonn's injury?
A ruptured ACL plus damage to the meniscus -- a piece of rubbery cartilage that acts as a shock absorber between the femur and the tibia -- is considered a severe injury, said Dr. Mia Hagen, a sports medicine surgeon at UW Medicine in Seattle.
It's often treated with surgery within months of the injury, according to guidelines from the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons. It can take nine months to a year to recover after surgery. 
"Some people can return earlier, but others never return to their sport of injury," Hagen said. 
How can she ski with a ruptured ACL?
Vonn will rely on an external knee brace -- and on her sheer physicality, Logan said. 
"Skiing is possible with a ruptured ACL," she said. "It really relies on our quad strength, our hip strength and our neuromuscular control."

    
How could the injury affect her performance? 
If Vonn develops significant swelling or excess fluid in the knee joint, it could affect her power, strength and edge control, or the ability to manage the angle of the skis relative to the snow, Logan said. But if she's able to control those factors, she could still be competitive.
"For an elite alpine skier like Lindsey is, to perform at an Olympic event, it's still possible," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    What to know about the deal to keep TikTok in US




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The icon for the TikTok video sharing app is seen on a smartphone in Marple Township, Pa., Feb. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        TikTok has at last finalized a deal to keep the popular video sharing platform operating in the U.S. after years of uncertainty, but questions remain about whether users' experience will change and whether the changes actually address security concerns around the app. 
Here's what to know about the deal, which created a new TikTok U.S. joint venture after social video platform company signed agreements with major investors including Oracle, Silver Lake and the Emirati investment firm MGX.
Why was the deal needed? 
After wide bipartisan majorities in Congress passed -- and President Joe Biden signed -- a law that would ban TikTok in the U.S. if it did not find a new owner in the place of China's ByteDance, the platform was set to go dark on the law's January 2025 deadline. For several hours, it did. But on his first day in office, President Donald Trump signed an executive order to keep it running while his administration sought an agreement for the sale of the company. A string of orders continued to extend the deadline until this deal was reached.

    
We don't know how the TikTok experience will change, but there's no new app
American TikTok users can continue using the same app, according to TikTok. But exactly what American users will see on their TikTok feeds once the changeover happens remains unclear.
The algorithm -- the secret sauce that powers its addictive video feed -- powering the U.S. backend will be licensed from ByteDance and then retrained on U.S. user data. The act of retraining the content recommendation formula is certain to at least have subtle changes to a user's personalized feeds.



    
        




    




Any noticeable changes made to a social media platform's service raises the risk of alienating its audience, said Jasmine Enberg, an analyst for the research firm eMarketer.

    
    
    
TikTok's press release claims U.S. creators will still be discoverable in other regions worldwide, and businesses will be able to maintain global reach. But how interoperability between the U.S. and ByteDance to maintain a global TikTok experience is currently unknown.

    
The retrained algorithm means that the trends -- "and what dominates feeds -- will feel distinctly American," said Forrester analyst Kelsey Chickering. 
"Global content will still appear, but its ranking will change," she said. "This matters because the algorithm is the heartbeat of the app's addictive experience. The question becomes: Will a U.S.-centric feed supercharge engagement, or will it chip away at TikTok's cultural cachet?" 
What is known, however, is that there is an updated Terms of Service. 
One of the updates notes that while users retain ownership of their content, TikTok is able to use that content to operate or improve the platform, subject to settings.
Americans under the age of 13 will be limited to an "Under 13 Experience." 
And users are also responsible for any posted AI-generated content and must label it as created by artificial intelligence.

    
TikTok's new owners have ties to Trump
Although he no longer runs Oracle as its CEO, company co-founder Larry Ellison remains a top executive while also overseeing an estimated personal fortune of $225 billion. Ellison, 81, now could be in line to become a behind-the-scenes power player in the media, having already helped finance Skydance's recently completed $8 billion merger with Paramount, a deal engineered by his son, David. Ellison's relationship with the Trump administration dates back to the president's first term, where he played a role in the administration's efforts to get ByteDance to sell TikTok. 
These ties have raised concerns among some users around content moderation and what videos American users will see on their feeds. 
"If moderation happens to tilt toward one political viewpoint or fails to curb misinformation, TikTok risks a user exodus to rival platforms," Chickering said. "We've seen this before when Twitter's transformation into X triggered fallout from users and advertisers." 
Vice President JD Vance, who was tasked with helping lead the White House's efforts to find a U.S. buyer for TikTok, was involved in negotiating meetings along with way, as was Trump, according to a person familiar with the meetings who was not authorized to speak publicly.

    
In September, when U.S. officials including Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer, met in Madrid with Chinese officials, Vance and Trump joined some of the negotiating meetings by phone and they pressured China to agree a deal by the end of the trip, which they did, according to the official.
That led to Trump's September executive order that allowed TikTok to continue operating in the U.S. 
The deal does not completely address security concerns in the law
Lawmakers previously expressed concern that the Chinese government could use TikTok's algorithm to push propaganda or gather data on individual users, a key reason Congress passed legislation in 2024 requiring the company's divestment from Beijing-based owner ByteDance.
The law prohibits "any cooperation with respect to the operation of a content recommendation algorithm" between ByteDance and a new potential American ownership group, so it is unclear how ByteDance's continued involvement in this arrangement -- especially since they will license the algorithm to the U.S. entity -- will play out.

    
How are users and creators reacting?
Skip Chapman, co-owner of KAFX Body in Manasquan, New Jersey, which makes and sells natural deodorants, launched his business in April 2023 on TikTok when TikTok shop was still in beta testing. He said he's mainly glad he can stop worrying about the potential of a TikTok ban, the threat of which has been looming over his business for over a year. He sells his products on his own website and Amazon, but 80% of sales still come from the TikTok shop and it is the primary way he reaches new customers.
He said he is cautiously optimistic the deal will be good for TikTok and his shop, but he is a little concerned that the new owners might de-prioritize the e-commerce aspect of TikTok.
"The past two years, TikTok has really leaned into this live social commerce and just the ability to sell on the platform and they've kind of prioritized it and I'm hoping that the new owners continue to prioritize it and even more so add more features, more benefits, more opportunities for my business," he said. 
Vanessa Barreat owns La Vecindad Mexican restaurant in Las Vegas, and she has TikTok page for the restaurant that has over 100,000 followers. Visibility on the site has helped her attract customers, particularly out-of-towners, and spend less on marketing.
She said she's in a "wait-and-see mindset" about the deal.

"Anytime there's a major shift or deal, there's uncertainty, but I'm not operating from fear," she said. "TikTok has empowered so many voices that historically didn't have access to platforms like this, and that impact doesn't disappear overnight."
--
AP Business Writer Mae Anderson in Nashville, Tennessee and Michelle Price in Washington contributed to this story.
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    Some companies tie AI to layoffs, but the reality is more complicated




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Amazon logo is displayed at a news conference in New York on Sept. 28, 2011. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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                                        The one thing N. Lee Plumb knows for sure about being laid off from Amazon last week is that it wasn't a failure to get on board with the company's artificial intelligence plans. 
Plumb, his team's head of "AI enablement," says he was so prolific in his use of Amazon's new AI coding tool that the company flagged him as one of its top users. 
Many assumed Amazon's 16,000 corporate layoffs announced last week reflected CEO Andy Jassy's push to "reduce our total corporate workforce as we get efficiency gains from using AI extensively across the company." 
But like other companies that have tied workforce changes to AI -- including Expedia, Pinterest and Dow last week -- it can be hard for economists, or individual employees like Plumb, to know if AI is the real reason behind the layoffs or if it's the message a company wants to tell Wall Street.

    
"AI has to drive a return on investment," said Plumb, who worked at Amazon for eight years. "When you reduce head count, you've demonstrated efficiency, you attract more capital, the share price goes up."
"So you could potentially have just been bloated in the first place, reduce head count, attribute it to AI, and now you've got a value story," he said.



    
        




    




Amazon said in an emailed statement that AI was "not the reason behind the vast majority of these reductions." 
"These changes are about continuing to strengthen our culture and teams by reducing layers, increasing ownership, and helping reduce bureaucracy to drive speed and ownership," it said.

    
    
    
Plumb is atypical for an Amazon worker in that he's also running what he describes as a "long shot" bid for Congress in Texas, on a platform focused on stopping the tech industry's reliance on work visas to "replace American workers with cheaper foreign labor."
But whatever it was that cost Plumb his job, his skepticism about AI-driven job replacement is one shared by many economists.

    
"We just don't know," said Karan Girotra, a professor of management at Cornell University's business school. "Not because AI isn't great, but because it requires a lot of adjustment and most of the gains accrue to individual employees rather than to the organization. People save time and they get their work done earlier."
If an employer works faster because of AI, Girotra said it takes time to adjust a company's management structure in a way that would enable a smaller workforce. He's not convinced that's happening at Amazon, which he said is still scaling back from a glut of hiring during the COVID-19 pandemic.
A report by Goldman Sachs said AI's overall impact on the labor market remains limited, though some effects might be felt in "specific occupations like marketing, graphic design, customer service, and especially tech." Those are fields involving tasks that correlate with the strengths of the current crop of generative AI chatbots that can write emails and marketing pitches, produce synthetic images, answer questions and help write code. 
But the bank's economic research division said in its most recent monthly AI adoption tracker that, since December, "very few employees were affected by corporate layoffs attributed to AI," though the report was published Jan. 16, before Amazon, Dow and Pinterest announced their layoffs.

    
San Francisco-based Pinterest was the most explicit in asserting that AI drove it to cut up to 15% of its workforce. The social media company said it was "making organizational changes to further deliver on our AI-forward strategy, which includes hiring AI-proficient talent. As a result, we've made the difficult decision to say goodbye to some of our team members." 
Pinterest echoed that message in a regulatory disclosure that said the company was "reallocating resources to AI-focused roles and teams that drive AI adoption and execution."
Expedia has voiced a similar message but the 162 tech workers the travel website cut from its Seattle headquarters last week included several AI-specific roles, such as machine-learning scientists.
Dow's regulatory disclosures tied its 4,500 layoffs to a new plan "utilizing AI and automation" to increase productivity and improve shareholder returns.

    
Amazon's 16,000 corporate job cuts were part of a broader reduction of employees at the ecommerce giant. At the same time as those cuts, all believed to be office jobs, Amazon said it would cut about 5,000 retail workers, according to notices it sent to state workforce agencies in California, Maryland and Washington, resulting from its decision to close almost all of its Amazon Go and Amazon Fresh stores. 
That's on top of a round of 14,000 job cuts in October, bringing the total to well over 30,000 since Jassy first signaled a push for AI-driven organizational changes.
Like many companies, in technology and otherwise, but particularly those that make and sell AI tools and services, Amazon has been pushing its workforce to find more efficiencies with AI. 

    
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said last week that 2026 will be when "AI starts to dramatically change the way that we work."
"We're investing in AI-native tooling so individuals at Meta can get more done, we're elevating individual contributors, and flattening teams," he said on an earnings call. "We're starting to see projects that used to require big teams now be accomplished by a single very talented person." 
So far, Meta's layoffs this year have focused on cutting jobs from its virtual reality and metaverse divisions. Also driving job impacts is the industry shifting resources to AI development, which requires huge spending on computer chips, energy-hungry data centers and talent. 
Jassy told Amazon employees last June to be "curious about AI, educate yourself, attend workshops and take trainings, use and experiment with AI whenever you can, participate in your team's brainstorms to figure out how to invent for our customers more quickly and expansively, and how to get more done with scrappier teams."
Plumb was fully on board with that and said he demonstrated his proficiency in using Amazon's AI coding tool, Kiro, to "solve massive problems" in the company's compensation system.
"If you weren't using them, your manager would get a report and they would talk to you about using it," he said. "There were only five people in the entire company that were a higher user of Kiro than I was, or had achieved more milestones."
Now he's shifting gears to his candidacy among a field of Republicans in the Houston area looking to unseat U.S. Rep. Dan Crenshaw in the March primary.
Cornell's Girotra said it's possible that increasing AI productivity is leading companies to cut middle management, but he said the reality is that those making layoff decisions "just need to cut costs and make it happen. That's it. I don't think they care what the reason for that is."
Not all companies are signaling AI as a reason for cuts. Home Depot confirmed on Thursday that it was eliminating 800 roles tied to its corporate headquarters in Atlanta, though most of the affected employees worked remotely.
Home Depot's spokesman George Lane said that Home Depot's cuts were not driven by AI or automation but "truly about speed, agility" and serving the needs of its customers and front-line workers.

And exercise equipment maker Peloton confirmed on Friday that it is reducing its workforce by 11% as part of a broader cost-cutting move to pare down operating expenses.
----
AP Retail Writer Anne D'Innocenzio contributed to this report.
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    TikTok settles as social media giants face landmark trial over youth addiction claims
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            TikTok has agreed to settle in a landmark social media addiction lawsuit just before the trial kicked off, the plaintiff's attorneys confirmed.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young people use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft, File)]
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[image: Attendees visit the Meta booth at the Game Developers Conference 2023 in San Francisco on March 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- TikTok agreed to settle a landmark social media addiction lawsuit just before the trial kicked off, the plaintiff's attorneys confirmed. 
The social video platform was one of three companies -- along with Meta's Instagram and Google's YouTube -- facing claims that their platforms deliberately addict and harm children. A fourth company named in the lawsuit, Snapchat parent company Snap Inc., settled the case last week for an undisclosed sum.
Details of the settlement with TikTok were not disclosed, and the company did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
At the core of the case is a 19-year-old identified only by the initials "KGM," whose case could determine how thousands of other, similar lawsuits against social media companies will play out. She and two other plaintiffs have been selected for bellwether trials -- essentially test cases for both sides to see how their arguments play out before a jury and what damages, if any, may be awarded, said Clay Calvert, a nonresident senior fellow of technology policy studies at the American Enterprise Institute.

    
Joseph VanZandt, co-lead counsel for the plaintiff, said in a statement Tuesday that TikTok remains a defendant in the other personal injury cases, and that the trial will proceed as scheduled against Meta and YouTube. 



    
        




    




Jury selection starts this week in the Los Angeles County Superior Court. It's the first time the companies will argue their case before a jury, and the outcome could have profound effects on their businesses and how they will handle children using their platforms. The selection process is expected to take at least a few days, with 75 potential jurors questioned each day through at least Thursday. A fourth company named in the lawsuit, Snapchat parent company Snap Inc., settled the case last week for an undisclosed sum. 

    
    
    
"This was only the first case -- there are hundreds of parents and school districts in the social media addiction trials that start today, and sadly, new families every day who are speaking out and bringing Big Tech to court for its deliberately harmful products," said Sacha Haworth, executive director of the nonprofit Tech Oversight Project.

    
KGM claims that her use of social media from an early age addicted her to the technology and exacerbated depression and suicidal thoughts. Importantly, the lawsuit claims that this was done through deliberate design choices made by companies that sought to make their platforms more addictive to children to boost profits. This argument, if successful, could sidestep the companies' First Amendment shield and Section 230, which protects tech companies from liability for material posted on their platforms. 
"Borrowing heavily from the behavioral and neurobiological techniques used by slot machines and exploited by the cigarette industry, Defendants deliberately embedded in their products an array of design features aimed at maximizing youth engagement to drive advertising revenue," the lawsuit says. 
Executives, including Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, are expected to testify at the trial, which will last six to eight weeks. Experts have drawn similarities to the Big Tobacco trials that led to a 1998 settlement requiring cigarette companies to pay billions in health care costs and restrict marketing targeting minors. 

    
"Plaintiffs are not merely the collateral damage of Defendants' products," the lawsuit says. "They are the direct victims of the intentional product design choices made by each Defendant. They are the intended targets of the harmful features that pushed them into self-destructive feedback loops."
The tech companies dispute the claims that their products deliberately harm children, citing a bevy of safeguards they have added over the years and arguing that they are not liable for content posted on their sites by third parties. 
"Recently, a number of lawsuits have attempted to place the blame for teen mental health struggles squarely on social media companies," Meta said in a recent blog post. "But this oversimplifies a serious issue. Clinicians and researchers find that mental health is a deeply complex and multifaceted issue, and trends regarding teens' well-being aren't clear-cut or universal. Narrowing the challenges faced by teens to a single factor ignores the scientific research and the many stressors impacting young people today, like academic pressure, school safety, socio-economic challenges and substance abuse." 

    
A Meta spokesperson said in a statement Monday the company strongly disagrees with the allegations outlined in the lawsuit and that it's "confident the evidence will show our longstanding commitment to supporting young people." 
Jose Castaneda, a Google Spokesperson, said Monday that the allegations against YouTube are "simply not true." In a statement, he said "Providing young people with a safer, healthier experience has always been core to our work."

    
TikTok did not immediately respond to a request for comment Monday.
The case will be the first in a slew of cases beginning this year that seek to hold social media companies responsible for harming children's mental well-being. A federal bellwether trial beginning in June in Oakland, California, will be the first to represent school districts that have sued social media platforms over harms to children. 
In addition, more than 40 state attorneys general have filed lawsuits against Meta, claiming it is harming young people and contributing to the youth mental health crisis by deliberately designing features on Instagram and Facebook that addict children to its platforms. The majority of cases filed their lawsuits in federal court, but some sued in their respective states.
TikTok also faces similar lawsuits in more than a dozen states. 
In New Mexico, meanwhile, jury selection begins next week for trial on allegations that Meta and its social media platforms have failed to protect young users from sexual exploitation, following an undercover online investigation. Attorney General Raul Torrez in late 2023 sued Meta and Zuckerberg, who was later dropped from the suit. 
Prosecutors have said that New Mexico is not seeking to hold Meta accountable for its content but rather its role in pushing out that content through complex algorithms that proliferate material that can be harmful, saying they uncovered internal documents in which Meta employees estimate about 100,000 children every day are subjected to sexual harassment on the company's platforms. 

Meta has said it uses sophisticated technology, hires child safety experts, reports content to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, and shares information and tools with other companies and law enforcement, including state attorneys general, to help root out predators.
--
Ortutay reported from Oakland, California. Associated Press Writer Morgan Lee in Santa Fe, New Mexico contributed to this story. 
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    How to create a calming 'nature nook' with indoor plants. Advice from Hilton Carter




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 2025 image provided by Hilton Carter shows a plant-centered seating area at his home in Baltimore. (Hilton Carter via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows interior and plant stylist Hilton Carter holding at his home in Baltimore. (Ryan Rhodes via AP)]
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            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Have you dreamed of creating a calm and cozy spot at home to relax and recharge, but don't think you can spare the space? 
You don't need a "man cave," "she shed" or even a whole room to retreat to. Just one corner will do.
One corner, warm lighting, a cozy chair and some plants, says interior and plant stylist Hilton Carter, who specializes in "nature nooks" -- tiny wellness sanctuaries that calm the mind, body and spirit.
Carter has hosted plant-forward specials for HBO and PBS, launched a plant and accessories line with Target and authored six books (his most recent is "Unfurled: Designing a Living Home.")
Nature nooks, he says, improve a home emotionally as well as aesthetically.
Carter, 46, found himself leaning toward plants a decade ago. "I was feeling overwhelmed by the hustle and grind working as a freelance filmmaker in Los Angeles when a project took me to Glen Mills, Pennsylvania," he said.

    
There, he popped into a garden-themed cafe. 
"I was all knotted up, and I walked in there and felt a change. It felt like a vacation," he said.
Not long after, Carter moved to New Orleans and bought a fiddle-leaf fig tree he named Frank. "I was at a crossroads in life, which all of us face, and I faced it with this plant," he said, adding that he made a vow to love it and keep it alive. "Everything I've accomplished since then was all due to that moment."
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[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Italy gets creative as it works to make art accessible for blind people
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this March 4, 2015, file photo, an order of McDonald's Chicken McNuggets is displayed for a photo in Olmsted Falls, Ohio. (AP Photo/Mark Duncan, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                With caviar McNuggets and heart-shaped pizza, fast food chains hope to win Valentine's diners
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Austin Appelbee poses for a photo in Gidgegannup, Australia, Tuesday Feb. 3, 2026, after the 13-year-old made an hourslong swim to raise an alarm after his family was swept out to sea off the Australian coast. (Briana Shepherd/ABC via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 13-year-old Australian boy swims for hours to save his mother and siblings who were swept away
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




A nature nook doesn't need a lot of plants
Today, Carter, who lives in Baltimore with his wife and two children, has roughly 150 plants at home and another 200 or so in his studio, including Frank, now 14 feet tall. But creating a nature nook with as few as five plants can reap emotional benefits, he said.
Before buying any plants, choose your site, Carter said. 
"There is no minimum or maximum size" for a nature-nook corner, he says. The important thing is "how lush you decide to make it."
Next, assess lighting. "If one side of the corner has a nice-size window and it gets southern-facing light for eight hours of the day, there are particular plants that you could go wild with that could thrive in that light," Carter said. 

    
    
    
"But let's say you have a north-facing window on one wall and it's a standard-size window. You probably will want to bring in artificial light."

    
Don't get just any grow lights, though.
"Find those companies that make beautiful grow bulbs. Some have two-color tones, some (replicate) daylight and others make warmer lights" that make the space inviting but still help plants thrive, Carter said.
If relying on natural light, consider the seasons. "It may be brighter in the winter because all the leaves on the trees are gone, but in summer that's a whole different situation." 
Assess your light and bring that information to a plant shop for guidance.
A comfortable place to sit
Bring in "some sort of accent chair facing whatever direction is going to provide you with joy: facing out the window, where the joy is having that sun caress your face, or facing in if you're reading," Carter said.
Select plants realistically.
"Be self-aware about your ability to care for plants," Carter said. Your nook might start out looking lush and beautiful, but if you don't take the time to care for the plants, it will look terrible and uninviting within weeks.

    
Personalize your nature nook
When creating nature nooks for clients, Carter asks them about their favorite vacations or where they spent honeymoons or anniversaries, because bringing in plants from those places can trigger happy memories.
"Think about your happy place," Carter advised. "Get a sense of what you want to replicate and where you want to be transported to."
A nature nook is an "escape from the chaos of the world," he said.
When choosing plants, consider their foliage and how they look together. The glossiness of a burgundy Ficus elastica next to a Monstera 'Thai Constellation,' for instance, is striking, he says.
"But if you met your wife in the Pacific Northwest and you're looking to create a look that's similar to that, you're going to get your more shaded plants -- ferns, Norfolk pines, things that refer back to that space," he said.
And don't overlook pots. A beautiful terracotta planter that fits the space's vibe will evoke emotion and set the mood of the nook.

    
Some practical concerns
Consider how tall plants will grow, and how high the ceilings and windows are.
Carter also advises being mindful of the type of flooring. "Use planters that will protect the floor" in case water drains out. 
Toxicity is another important matter. "Do you have pets? Do you have kids? What kinds of plants will thrive and keep them safe?" he said.

    
Enjoying your nook
Once your nature nook is in place, create a routine. Maybe drink your morning coffee there or read there in the evenings. Using the space regularly can be transformative, Carter said.
"I'm much more patient, more kind, considerate and I'm a better listener because of plants," he said. "I think I'm entirely a more loving individual than before."
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    Pet sounds: Why some dog owners share music with their 4-legged friends




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A little Jack Russell Terrier sleeps with a plush toy during the world dog show in Salzburg, Austria, on Friday, May 18, 2012. More than 30.000 dogs are expected to take part at the exhibition in Salzburg. (AP Photo/Kerstin Joensson, File)]
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            A little Jack Russell Terrier sleeps with a plush toy during the world dog show in Salzburg, Austria, on Friday, May 18, 2012. More than 30.000 dogs are expected to take part at the exhibition in Salzburg. (AP Photo/Kerstin Joensson, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Afghan hound sleeps with a plush toy during the world dog show in Salzburg, Austria, on Friday, May 18, 2012. More than 30.000 dogs are expected to take part at the exhibition in Salzburg. (AP Photo/Kerstin Joensson, File)]
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            An Afghan hound sleeps with a plush toy during the world dog show in Salzburg, Austria, on Friday, May 18, 2012. More than 30.000 dogs are expected to take part at the exhibition in Salzburg. (AP Photo/Kerstin Joensson, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dogs are seen at the New Leash On Life animal shelter, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Lebanon, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)]
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            Dogs are seen at the New Leash On Life animal shelter, Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025, in Lebanon, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            CHEYANNE MUMPHREY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        People use music to set moods, create a desired atmosphere and evoke memories of family and friends. The right song at the right time can have similar effects for some dogs.
Pet owners, trainers and animal shelter workers sometimes use music as a training tool, a distraction from triggers and to create a relaxing environment for dogs kept in kennels or left alone at home. But researchers say music is context-dependent, meaning the effects vary based on dogs' temperament, the setting, the type of tune and the volume at which it's played.
Social media videos of dogs howling to music, relaxing to the sounds of specialty playlists or TV channels while their owners are at work, appearing to clam down while boarded, and getting exposed to the same song to assist with crate training show some of the ways music is integrated into pets' lives.

    
While some trainers consider music to be a helpful, many animal behaviorists, who study animal psychology and understand complex behaviors, suggest additional research is needed to prove how much of an effect music has on dogs and in what situations. Here is how experts suggest making music a potentially paw-sitive experience:
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Music as a support strategy
Many factors cause dogs to experience stress and anxiety, and there are as many behavioral responses. Dog behavior specialists and veterinarians say separation anxiety, noise phobias and other fears are common sources of stress and can exacerbate negative behaviors like aggression, submissive peeing or barking, or medical conditions that may a professional diagnosis or medication.
"Music may promote more relaxation for dogs, but it would not be the first thing I turn to if I want to reduce stress in dogs," said Seana Dowling-Guyer, a lecturer at Tufts University's Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine and associate director of a research program aimed at improving the lives of dogs in shelters or at risk of being given up by their owners.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Prior to her work at Tufts, Dowling-Guyer worked with shelter animals. The goal was to find them homes, but she noticed that dogs barking, jumping or getting excited in their enclosures sometimes "put off potential adopters." The shelter staff tried to create a calmer environment playing music. Worker debates over the type of music to play is what led Dowling-Guyer to further research on the subject.

    
    
    
"I was interested in the practical application, not just for owners, but for veterinary offices, groomers or other situations where dogs were sometimes stressed or mildly uncomfortable," she said, adding that music is not meant to be or should be considered a cure for anxious behaviors or conditions or be considered a replacement for more formalized training.

    
Not all dogs like all music
High Country Humane, an animal shelter in Flagstaff, Arizona, plays classical and instrumental music on the kennel floors.
"It's really stressful here, and the classical music seems to help calm the dogs down," shelter manager Megan Boyer said. "Everybody is a little bit less amped up. It's a stress reliever for the dogs."
Dog music compilations typically include elements of the music that's designed to help humans relax or sleep but takes into account biological differences in how dogs hear and process sound.

    
"Dog-calming music is simplified classical music. It's slow, repetitive, has a predictable structure and gentle notes. In an unpredictable environment, any kind of predictability using sounds could be soothing to an animal," said Aniruddh Patel, a Tufts University psychology professor who studies music cognition in humans and other species. 
But not all dogs like classical music or exhibit the same behaviors when exposed to similar genres, experts say. Lori Kogan, a Colorado State University professor who studies human-animal interactions, says "dogs tend to habituate to what they are used to" as opposed to innately preferring some types of music over others.
Citing similar human curiosity about the musical preferences of cows, Kogan said, "I don't think cows are born liking country music. What's happened is that the people they interact with play country music, and the animals have come to associate that music with positive things."

    
How to know if music will help your dog
Many pet owners leave a TV on or music playing when they go out to stimulate or distract their dogs while they're gone, Dowling-Guyer said. She recommends switching up the playlist or programming so pets do not get bored or come to associate a negative event, like their owners leaving, with a specific song.
Tawny Keiser, a 46-year-old family practice manager in the San Diego area, says a dog television channel on YouTube has become a fun diversion for Margarita, her 10-year-old pug who suffers from separation anxiety.
"She recognizes the television and will sit and watch it. She's engaged, and often gets really excited and jumps off the couch to sniff the screen," Keiser said, adding that Margarita also loves dog cartoons that feature background music.

    
Paying attention to how a family pet reacts when you turn on home speakers can provide useful information. It's important to watch for signs of discomfort, like lip-licking or panting, to determine if a dog doesn't like the sounds, Dowling-Guyer said.
Otherwise, there is no harm in playing music for a pet, experts said. Don't be discouraged if your dog doesn't seem to engage with it, Dowling-Guyer said. 
She also wants dog owners to be wary of trainers who say music is a solution for behavior concerns, saying "that is usually a red flag."

The American College of Veterinary Behaviorists, a certifying board for specialist veterinarians, says pet owners may encounter services or advice that can inflict lasting physical and emotional damage on pets if certain training techniques are improperly applied. Experts suggest seeking trainers with the proper licensing, advanced degrees such as a doctor of veterinary medicine, or certification to address animal behavior, which can come from recognized organizations like the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists or the Animal Behavior Society. 
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    Here's what dermatologists are saying about your skin care routine: Keep it simple
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            Everywhere you turn, someone's showing you a multistep skin care routine they swear by. Dermatologists say skin care has gotten way too complicated and that social media is filled with information that can be misleading. Here's what they say you really need and what you don't.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman washes her face as she prepares for work in Chicago, on Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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            A woman washes her face as she prepares for work in Chicago, on Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A representative for a light therapy mask company demonstrates one of the devices during the CES tech show in Las Vegas, on Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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            A representative for a light therapy mask company demonstrates one of the devices during the CES tech show in Las Vegas, on Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            KENYA HUNTER
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                                        There always seems to be someone on TikTok, YouTube or Instagram showing you a multistep skincare routine they swear by. They might use expensive products like snail mucin or red-light therapy masks that allegedly hydrate your skin or help reduce fine lines. 
Is any of it necessary? Does any of it work? 
"Social media is having such a huge influence on what we're using in our skin and every individual is acting like their own clinician and trying to diagnose their own skin type and experiment with different regimens," said Dr. Kathleen Suozzi, a professor of dermatology at Yale School of Medicine. "And really the main overarching thing is that skincare regimens have become way overcomplicated."
Some dermatologists say that many viral skincare products are unnecessary, even if they feel nice, and while some cause little to no harm, other treatments can cause more problems than they fix.

    
Face skin requires extra protection 
The skin on our face is thinner than the skin on our bodies, and requires a gentler touch than other parts of the body.
Everyone's skin is different, too: The soaps or cleansers that work for someone with oily skin may not satisfy someone with dry skin. 
Dermatologists say a skincare routine should start with three things -- a gentle cleanser, a moisturizer to hydrate the face and a sunscreen with at least SPF 30. Too many products can irritate sensitive skin and be redundant, since many products share the same ingredients. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    
      


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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In all cases, protecting your face from the sun is key, dermatologists said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"The truth of the matter is, nine out of 10 skin care concerns on the face that people come to see me for are worsened by UV radiation from the sun," said Dr. Oyetewa Asempa, the director of the Skin of Color clinic at Baylor College of Medicine.
Many skin issues, like wrinkles, dark pigmentation after a rash and dark scarring from acne, are made worse by the sun, she said. 

    
    
    
What to know about retinol and exfoliation products
Wrinkles happen. And your skin over time can look less plump and glowing. 
Retinol creams and chemical exfoliants are sold with the promise of keeping aging at bay. Some are recommended by dermatologists -- but there are also some exceptions.
As we get older, our skin slows down its production of collagen, which keeps our skin bouncy and elastic. That leads to wrinkles. Retinoids and retinol creams can help, dermatologists said. But they recommend not using them until you are about 30 or older -- any earlier could cause more problems, like skin irritation. 

    
Dark spots and dead skin are also common skincare frustrations.
Exfoliation -- removing dead skin -- can help. But dermatologists recommend avoiding products that use beads, salts and sugars that exfoliate fragile facial skin by physically removing it. Instead, try chemical exfoliation with alpha-hydroxy acids or beta-hydroxy acids -- but make sure you're wearing sunscreen if you add either of these ingredients to your skincare regimen. 
FDA-approved guidelines say chemical exfoliation is safe if certain ingredient levels are declared on retail products, but the requirements don't apply to the more intense chemical peels applied by professionals, for example in salons.

    
What skin products to avoid
Influencers try to get you excited by trendy skincare ideas -- and dermatologists want them to go away. 
Dr. Asempa points to one currently popular example: beef tallow -- also known as cow fat. 
"I want you to leave the beef tallow with the cows," she said. 
Light therapy masks are also wildly popular -- and also wildly over-hyped. Dermatologists say they can be useful in some situations, depending on the color you use and the strength of the masks.
Dr. Suozzi said that while research shows there may be some benefit to red-light therapy masks, which may help with collagen production, they are "not something that's going to be transformative" for the skin. 
And to have any hope, you'd need to use them a lot: "You need to be using these devices a few times a week for them to have any benefit, if at all." 

    
More expensive skin products don't necessarily work better
Red-light therapy masks, snail mucin -- slimy liquid that is touted as hydrating -- and other products can be very expensive. But don't let the price fool you, said Dr. Jordan Lim, a dermatology professor at Emory University School of Medicine.
"Price does not equal efficacy, and it does not equal better results," Lim said. "A lot of the ingredients you're seeing in a $6 cream are also in a $20 cream, also in that $300 cream that you see a celebrity using."
___
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    Pope Francis' problematic secret decrees in spotlight in Vatican's 'trial of the century'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cardinal Angelo Becciu attends the consistory inside St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Aug. 27, 2022. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, File)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Defense lawyers in the Vatican's "trial of the century" argued Tuesday that Pope Francis inadvertently violated the fundamental rights of their clients by issuing four secret decrees that gave prosecutors "surreal carte blanche" to investigate in ways reminiscent of a "fascist" state where laws aren't published.
The tone of argument in the frescoed Vatican tribunal was so charged Tuesday, as the appeals trial resumed after a three-month break, that at one point the tribunal president asked defense lawyers to refrain from citing Francis by name.
The request by Archbishop Alejandro Arellano Cedillo underscored how Francis' problematic role in the big financial trial poses something of an existential dilemma for the Holy See. On the one hand, popes can only be judged by God. On the other, Francis stands accused of issuing decrees that violated the God-given rights of the defendants.
The case concerns the once-powerful Cardinal Angelo Becciu and eight other defendants, who were convicted of a handful of financial crimes in 2023, after a sprawling two-year trial. 

    
London property and more
The case, which opened in 2021, had as its main focus the Vatican's investment of 350 million euros ($413 million) in a London property. Prosecutors alleged brokers and Vatican monsignors fleeced the Holy See of tens of millions of euros in fees and commissions to acquire the property, and then extorted the Holy See for 15 million euros ($16.5 million) to cede control of it.
The original investigation spawned two main tangents involving Becciu, who was convicted of embezzlement and sentenced to 51/2 years in prison. The tribunal convicted eight other defendants of embezzlement, abuse of office, fraud and other charges.
All the defendants maintained their innocence and appealed. Prosecutors also appealed, since the tribunal largely threw out their overarching theory of a grand conspiracy to defraud the Holy See and instead convicted the defendants of a handful of serious but secondary charges.



    
        




    




Last month, the Vatican's highest Court of Cassation upheld the lower court's decision to throw out the prosecutor's appeal entirely because prosecutor Alessandro Diddi committed an embarrassing rookie procedural error.

    
    
    
On the same day as the Cassation ruling, Diddi also dropped months of objections and abruptly resigned from the case, rather than face the possibility that the Cassation court would order him removed.

    
At issue is Diddi's role in a now-infamous set of WhatsApp chats that have thrown the credibility of the entire trial into question. The chats, which document a yearslong, behind-the-scenes effort to target Becciu, suggest questionable conduct by Vatican police, Vatican prosecutors and Francis himself.

    
Francis' role in focus
The appeal now proceeds on a next line of defense attack focusing on Francis' role in the investigation. During the trial, defense attorneys had argued their clients couldn't receive a fair trial in an absolute monarchy where the pope wields supreme legislative, executive and judicial power.
At issue are four secret executive decrees Francis signed in 2019 and 2020, during the early days of the investigation, that gave Vatican prosecutors wide-ranging powers, including the unchecked use of wiretapping and the right to deviate from existing laws.
The decrees only came to light right before trial and were never officially published. They provided no rationale or time frame for the surveillance, nor oversight of the wiretapping by an independent judge, and were passed specifically for this investigation.
Legal scholars have said the secrecy of the laws and their ad hoc nature violated a basic tenet of the right to a fair trial requiring the "equality of arms" between defense and prosecution. In this case, the defense was completely unaware of the prosecution's new investigative powers. Even Vatican legal officials have privately conceded that Francis' failure to publish the decrees was deeply problematic.
On Tuesday, attorney Mario Zanchetti argued the whole trial should be annulled because of the secret decrees. His client, broker Gianluigi Torzi, had his cellphones and laptop seized, and was arrested and detained in the Vatican barracks for 10 days without charge or a judge's warrant, based on the sweeping powers granted to prosecutors by Francis' decrees.

    
Zanchetti argued that even in Iran and Russia, laws must be published, and that the failure to do so risks "making the Vatican's procedural code fascist." 
He said he wasn't accusing Francis directly of wrongdoing, but said the late pope had been misled by prosecutors who requested the decrees.
At that point, Arellano the judge said: "I would ask you to not name Pope Francis. We all understand, if you avoid referencing the Holy Father."
Attorney Luigi Panella, for his part, said the decrees provided prosecutors with a "surreal carte blanche" to investigate.

    
Diddi had argued that Francis' decrees provided unspecified "guarantees" for the suspects, and the tribunal originally rejected the defense motions arguing the trial should be nullified because of them. In a somewhat convoluted decision, the judges ruled that no violation of the principle of legality had occurred since Francis had made the laws. 
Zanchetti offered the appeals tribunal a way to avoid a finding against Francis, suggesting that the judges could find that the decrees were merely administrative acts that, because they were never published, are considered "ineffective." 
Such a finding could render the evidence gathered under them inadmissible, but would avoid a finding that Francis himself violated divinely inspired norms guaranteeing the dignity and rights of the defendants.
___
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    Pope Leo XIV faces crisis as a traditionalist group plans bishop consecrations without consent




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV presides Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican on the Cathoilic feast of the Presentation of the Lord, Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- Pope Leo XIV is facing his first major crisis with traditionalist Catholics: A breakaway group attached to the traditional Latin Mass announced plans to consecrate new bishops without papal consent in a threatened revival of schism.
The Swiss-based Society of St. Pius X, which has schools, chapels and seminaries around the world, has been a thorn in the side of the Holy See for four decades, founded in opposition to the modernizing reforms of the 1960s Second Vatican Council. 
In 1988, the group's founder, Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, consecrated four bishops without papal consent, arguing that it was necessary for the survival of the church's tradition. The Vatican promptly excommunicated Lefebvre and the four other bishops, and the group today still has no legal status in the Catholic Church.
But in the decades since that original break with Rome, the group has continued to grow, with branches of priests, nuns and lay Catholics who are attached to the pre-Vatican II traditional Latin Mass.

    
For the Vatican, papal consent for the consecration of bishops is a fundamental doctrine, guaranteeing the lineage of apostolic succession from the time of Christ's original apostles. As a result, the consecration of bishops without papal consent is considered a grave threat to church unity and a cause of schism, since bishops can ordain new priests. Under church law, a consecration without papal consent incurs an automatic excommunication for the person who celebrates it and the purported new bishop.



    
        




    




The Vatican had tried for years to reconcile with the SSPX, as the group is known, fearing the growth of a parallel church. Pope Benedict XVI in 2009 lifted the excommunications of the surviving bishops and relaxed restrictions on celebrating the old Latin Mass in a gesture of outreach to all Catholics still attached to the old rite.
But an uproar ensued after one of the SSPX bishops, Richard Williamson, publicly denied in a television interview that Jews were killed in gas chambers during World War II.

    
    
    
Tensions heighten under Pope Francis
In the ensuing years and especially during the pontificate of Pope Francis, tensions with traditionalist Catholics only deepened. Francis reversed Benedict's reform that allowed greater celebration of the old Latin Mass, arguing it had become a source of division in the church.
Leo has acknowledged the tensions and sought to pacify the debate, expressing an openness to dialogue and allowing exceptions to Francis' crackdown.
But the SSPX said in a statement Monday that it had no choice but to proceed with the consecrations of new bishops July 1, to preserve the future of the society.

    
The Rev. Davide Pagliarani, the SSPX superior general, said he had written to Leo explaining the need for new bishops "to ensure the continuation of the ministry of its bishops, who have been travelling the world for nearly forty years to respond to the many faithful attached to the tradition of the church."
The SSPX said that he had received a reply from the Vatican "which does not in any way respond to our requests," and was preparing to proceed with the planned consecrations given the "objective state of grave necessity in which souls find themselves."

    
The Vatican spokesman, Matto Bruni, suggested Tuesday that the Vatican was still open to negotiations.
"Contacts between the Society of Saint Pius X and the Holy See continue, with the aim of avoiding rifts or unilateral solutions to the issues that have arisen," Bruni said in a statement.

    
Concern from other groups
The old Latin Mass features readings and hymns in Latin with the priest facing the altar, his back to the faithful in the pews. Vatican II allowed instead for Mass to be celebrated in the vernacular, with the priest facing the pews and a more active participation of the faithful. Aficionados of the ancient rite say it is a more prayerful and reverent form of worship than the new Mass ushered in by Vatican II.
Two groups that celebrate the old Latin Mass but have remained in communion with the Holy See, Una Voce International and The Latin Mass Society, expressed concern at the threatened consecrations from the SSPX.
While not agreeing with all the SSPX arguments, the two groups expressed sympathy with the plight of its believers, calling for the Vatican to ultimately regularize the group's status within the church.
"We urge our bishops, and above all His Holiness Pope Leo XIV, to be mindful of these pastoral realities, which are at this moment precipitating a crisis whose consequences no one can foresee," the two groups warned.
___
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    Church and state in Italy are investigating the appearance of a cherub resembling Meloni
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            A restored painting of an angel that resembles Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni on the wall of a chapel in the center of Rome has left some giggling and others up in arms. (AP video and production by Trisha Thomas)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A detail of a fresco inside the Basilica of San Lorenzo in Lucina, in Rome, shows a cherub bearing a striking resemblance to Premier Giorgia Meloni, Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni holds her annual start-of-the-year press conference in the press room at the Lower Chamber, in Rome, Friday, Jan. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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[image: A man takes a picture at a restored fresco to the memory of late Italy's King Umberto II depicting Angels inside the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Lucina in Rome, Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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                                        ROME (AP) -- There is a long tradition of painters depicting real people in their religious art, but the appearance in a Roman church of a cherub that bears a striking resemblance to Premier Giorgia Meloni has sparked a minor scandal for both church and state in Italy.
The diocese of Rome and the Italian Culture Ministry both launched investigations into the recent renovations at the Basilica of San Lorenzo in Lucina, after photographs of the Meloni-esque cherub were published in Italian newspapers this weekend. Their swift and harsh reactions indicated little tolerance for the profane in a sacred place.
The ruckus has given the basilica, already well known as one of the oldest churches in Rome, newfound celebrity status. It was jammed on Sunday and Monday with curiosity-seekers straining to photograph the angel in a side chapel up near the front altar, at times disrupting Mass.

    
Meloni, for her part, tried to tamp down the outcry and make light of it.
"No, I definitely don't look like an angel," Meloni wrote on social media with a laughing/crying emoji alongside a photo of the work.
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The basilica is located on one of Rome's fanciest piazzas just down the block from the Spanish Steps. It was consecrated in 440 by Pope Sixtus III and subsequently enlarged and rebuilt. It is now the property of the Interior Ministry, which is responsible for its upkeep.



    
        




    




In 2000, one of the front chapels was renovated to include a bust of the last king of Italy, Umberto II. Included in the decoration was a cherub holding a map of Italy, seemingly kneeling down before the king.

    
    
    
That figure is now under scrutiny since the cherub's face, after a recent restoration, appears modeled on Meloni's. It is problematic because the cherub appears in a position of deference to the king. Italians rejected the monarchy after World War II because of its support for Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini; Meloni's right-wing party has its roots in the neo-fascist party that succeeded Mussolini.

    
The cherub was restored after water infiltrations damaged the basilica starting in 2023. The parish priest, the Rev. Daniele Micheletti, acknowledged the resemblance to Meloni but dismissed the significance, noting that plenty of artists depicted real life people in their works.
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Caravaggio is said to have modeled the Virgin Mary on a prostitute in one of his works; Michelangelo painted himself as St. Bartholomew in the Sistine Chapel's "The Last Judgement."
"The priest is not responsible for the decorations in the sense that the owner is someone else," Micheletti told The Associated Press on Monday in his office, as his phone rang constantly. "So, what do they want from me? I did not do the painting."
Over the weekend, the Culture Ministry sent a special delegate, Daniela Porro, and ministry officials to the basilica to survey the angel. Their aim, according to a ministry statement, was to "ascertain the nature of the work" and "decide what to do."
The restorer, for his part, has denied wrongdoing and denied he used Meloni as a model. In interviews with Italian media, Bruno Valentinetti said Meloni was in the eye of the beholder and that he merely restored the original painting, which he himself had made in 2000.

    
The investigations are looking to determine what the original 2000 cherub looked like.
The vicar of Rome, Cardinal Baldassare Reina, was far less forgiving. He announced an investigation and criticized Micheletti's blase attitude in insisting that a political figure had no place in church art.
"In renewing the diocese of Rome's commitment to the preservation of its artistic and spiritual heritage, it is firmly reiterated that images of sacred art and Christian tradition cannot be misused or exploited, as they are intended exclusively to support liturgical life and personal and communal prayer," the diocese said a statement.
___
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    Acusan a Trump de distorsionar guerra entre Mexico y EEUU para justificar mano dura en Latinoamerica




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El presidente Donald Trump durante un evento en el Despacho Oval de la Casa Blanca, el lunes 2 de febrero de 2026, en Washington. (AP Foto/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        CIUDAD DE MEXICO (AP) -- Historiadores y analistas acusaron el martes al gobierno del presidente Donald Trump de intentar reescribir la historia de su pais para justificar sus propias decisiones de politica exterior hacia America Latina al publicar una version "historicamente inexacta" de la guerra entre Mexico y Estados Unidos.
La Casa Blanca emitio el lunes un comunicado para conmemorar el aniversario de la guerra, en el cual describio el conflicto como una "legendaria victoria que aseguro el suroeste estadounidense, reafirmo la soberania estadounidense y expandio la promesa de independencia estadounidense a lo largo de nuestro majestuoso continente". El comunicado comparo ese periodo de la historia de Estados Unidos con las politicas cada vez mas agresivas de su propio gobierno hacia America Latina, que, segun dijo, "garantizarian que el Hemisferio siga siendo seguro".

    
"Guiado por nuestra victoria en los campos de Mexico hace 178 anos, no he escatimado esfuerzos para defender nuestra frontera sur contra la invasion, mantener el estado de derecho y proteger nuestra patria de las fuerzas del mal, la violencia y la destruccion", senalo el comunicado, el cual no estaba firmado.
En su publicacion, la Casa Blanca no menciona el papel clave que jugo la esclavitud en la guerra y glorifica el periodo mas amplio del "Destino Manifiesto", que resulto en el desplazamiento de cientos de miles de indigenas estadounidenses de sus tierras.



    
        




    




Las criticas
Alexander Avina, profesor de historia latinoamericana en la Universidad Estatal de Arizona, senalo que el comunicado de la Casa Blanca "minimiza la enorme cantidad de violencia que se requirio para expandir" el territorio de Estados Unidos hasta la costa del Pacifico en un momento en que el gobierno de Trump se ha entrometido en asuntos de Latinoamerica de una forma que no se habia visto en decadas, capturando al presidente de Venezuela, interfiriendo en procesos electorales y amenazando a Mexico y otras naciones con posibles acciones militares.
"Lideres politicos de Estados Unidos han visto esto desde entonces como un aspecto feo de la historia de Estados Unidos, este es un ejemplo bastante claro de imperialismo estadounidense contra su vecino del sur", dijo Avina. "Lo que el gobierno de Trump hace en realidad es abrazar este capitulo como algo positivo en la historia de Estados Unidos y lo enmarca, de manera historicamente imprecisa, como una especie de medida defensiva para evitar una invasion de Mexico".

    
    
    
Las criticas al comunicado de la Casa Blanca se propagaron rapidamente por redes sociales el martes.

    
Al preguntarle sobre el comunicado en su conferencia de prensa matutina, la presidenta de Mexico Claudia Sheinbaum se rio antes de senalar: "hay que defender la soberania siempre". Sheinbaum, quien lleva una delicada relacion con la Casa Blanca, le ha respondido a Trump en ocasiones anteriores de forma moderada aunque ocasionalmente con cierto tono sarcastico, como cuando el mandatario estadounidense le cambio el nombre al Golfo de Mexico por Golfo de Estados Unidos.

    
Punto de friccion historico
La guerra entre Mexico y Estados Unidos (1846-1848) se desencadeno por anejas disputas fronterizas entre las dos naciones y la anexion de Texas por parte de Estados Unidos en 1845. Durante los anos previos a la guerra, estadounidenses se habian trasladado gradualmente al entonces territorio mexicano. Mexico habia prohibido la esclavitud y los abolicionistas estadounidenses temian que la apropiacion de tierras por parte de Estados Unidos fuera en parte un intento por sumar estados esclavistas.
Despues de que estallaron los combates y las sucesivas victorias de Estados Unidos, Mexico cedio mas de un millon 360.000 kilometros cuadrados (525.000 millas cuadradas) de territorio a su vecino del norte, incluido lo que ahora comprende Arizona, California, el oeste de Colorado, Nevada, Nuevo Mexico, Texas y Utah.
El momento convirtio a Texas en una pieza clave durante la Guerra Civil de Estados Unidos y llevo al expresidente Ulysses S. Grant a escribir mas tarde que el conflicto con Mexico fue "uno de los mas injustos jamas librados por una nacion mas fuerte contra una mas debil".

    
The Associated Press tuvo su origen cuando cinco periodicos de la ciudad de Nueva York financiaron una ruta de pony express --un servicio mas veloz que el Servicio Postal de Estados Unidos-- a traves de Alabama para llevar mas rapido las noticias de la guerra con Mexico.
La guerra sigue siendo un punto de friccion historico entre los dos paises, particularmente cuando Sheinbaum le recuerda en repetidas ocasiones a Trump que su pais es una nacion soberana cada vez que el mandatario estadounidense habla de tomar acciones militares contra los carteles mexicanos y presiona al gobierno mexicano para que se doblegue a su voluntad.

    
Reescribiendo la historia
El comunicado de la Casa Blanca encaja con las acciones mas amplias que ha tomado Trump para moldear el lenguaje del gobierno federal a su imagen, dijo Albert Camarillo, profesor de historia en la Universidad de Stanford, quien describio el comunicado como una "version distorsionada, ahistorica e imperialista" de la guerra.
Avina dijo que el comunicado sirve "para afirmar retoricamente que Estados Unidos tiene justificacion para establecer su politica de 'Estados Unidos Primero' en todo el continente americano", independientemente de la precision historica.
La casa Blanca ha ordenado que se reescriba la historia en exhibicion en el Instituto Smithsonian, asegurando que estaba "restaurando la verdad y la cordura a la historia estadounidense".
El gobierno de Trump ha eliminado de los sitios web del gobierno la historia, los registros legales y los datos que considera desagradables. Trump tambien ordeno al gobierno que elimine cualquier senal que "desacredite inapropiadamente a los estadounidenses del pasado o del presente", incluidas aquellas que hacen referencia a la esclavitud, la destruccion de culturas indigenas estadounidenses y el cambio climatico.

"Este comunicado va en linea con muchos otros que intentan blanquear y replantear la historia de Estados Unidos y borrar generaciones de estudios historicos", subrayo Camarillo.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Fiscal general de NY desplegara observadores legales para vigilar a agentes federales de inmigracion




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La fiscal general de Nueva York, Letitia James, ofrece una conferencia de prensa el 15 de diciembre de 2025, en Nueva York. (AP Foto/Yuki Iwamura, archivo)]
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- La fiscal general de Nueva York anuncio sus planes para desplegar observadores legales que supervisen las medidas federales de control migratorio en el estado.
La iniciativa enviara observadores, que llevaran chalecos de seguridad de color morado, a zonas donde se reporte actividad migratoria para recopilar informacion "que pueda servir de base para futuras acciones legales", dijo la fiscal general, Letitia James.
Las tensiones siguen siendo altas en todo el pais debido a la agresiva campana migratoria del presidente Donald Trump, especialmente despues de la muerte a tiros de dos ciudadanos estadounidenses a manos de agentes federales en Minnesota. Los videos de agentes realizando arrestos de migrantes en todo el territorio han provocado criticas por sus tacticas agresivas, y a menudo se han vuelto virales en internet. 

    
"Estoy orgullosa de proteger los derechos constitucionales de los neoyorquinos para hablar libremente, protestar pacificamente y vivir sus vidas sin temor a acciones federales ilegales", senalo en un comunicado, James, que es democrata.
"Hemos visto en Minnesota lo rapido y tragicamente que pueden escalar las operaciones federales en ausencia de transparencia y responsabilidad", agrego.



    
        




    




James apunto que los observadores de su oficina serviran como "testigos neutrales" que identificaran violaciones de la ley, pero no interferiran. Tambien pidio a los neoyorquinos que envien a su oficina videos de las redadas migratorias para su revision. 


    
    
    
Por su parte, la gobernadora de Nueva York, la tambien democrata Kathy Hochul, dijo que este ano impulsara una legislacion que permita a la ciudadania demandar a agentes federales "cuando actuen fuera del ambito de sus funciones", ademas de una propuesta para mantener a los agentes de inmigracion alejados de escuelas, hospitales y lugares de culto a menos que tengan una orden judicial.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Juez argentino solicita a EEUU extradicion de Maduro para ser juzgado por crimenes de lesa humanidad




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: En esta fotografia de archivo del 12 de marzo de 2020, el presidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro da una conferencia de prensa en el palacio presidencial de Miraflores en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Matias Delacroix, Archivo)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- La justicia de Argentina solicito el miercoles a Estados Unidos la extradicion del depuesto presidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro, quien se encuentra bajo arresto en ese pais desde principios de enero, para ser indagado en una causa por supuestos delitos de lesa humanidad perpetrados durante su gestion.
El juez federal Sebastian Ramos, a cargo de la causa iniciada en 2023 a partir de una presentacion de una organizacion no gubernamental en representacion de los denunciantes venezolanos, dispuso la medida, que debera ser tramitada por la cancilleria argentina ante el gobierno de Donald Trump.
"Librese exhorto internacional a los Estados Unidos de America, a efectos de solicitar la extradicion de Nicolas Maduro Moros, quien habria sido recientemente detenido en Venezuela y trasladado privado de libertad hacia los Estados Unidos de America, de conformidad con el Tratado de Extradicion suscripto entre la Republica Argentina y este ultimo pais", dice la resolucion de Ramos a la que tuvo acceso The Associated Press.

    
La justicia del pais sudamericano tiene antecedentes en este campo al haber abierto investigaciones contra gobernantes y politicos de otros paises por presuntos delitos de lesa humanidad bajo el principio de justicia universal, que permite actuar ante estos crimenes aunque se hayan cometido fuera de sus fronteras.



    
        




    




En el derecho penal internacional, Argentina es considerada una nacion modelo por el historico juicio y condena a los jerarcas de la ultima dictadura militar (1976-1983), durante la cual se violaron sistematicamente los derechos humanos.

    
    
    
No obstante, la mayoria de las causas que involucran a lideres de otros paises no han culminado en detenciones o extradiciones.
El caso se remonta a 2023, cuando la justicia argentina inicio un proceso contra Maduro y varios integrantes del gobierno venezolano --entre ellos Justo Jose Noguera Pietri, un excomandante de la Guardia Nacional Bolivariana y exdirigente del gobierno de Maduro, y el ministro del interior Diosdado Cabello-- por la detencion ilegal y aplicacion de torturas a varios disidentes y manifestantes opuestos al gobierno izquierdista durante las multitudinarias protestas en Venezuela.

    
La causa fue impulsada por el Foro Argentino en Defensa de la Democracia (FADER), una organizacion no gubernamental dedicada a la defensa de los derechos humanos en la region. 
De acuerdo con los denunciantes, en Venezuela rige un plan sistematico de represion, desaparicion forzada de personas, tortura, homicidios y persecucion contra disidentes desde el ano 2014.
En ese marco, una corte federal de Argentina ordeno en septiembre de 2024 la captura internacional de Maduro y los demas imputados.
Tras conocer la detencion de Maduro durante una operacion militar de Estados Unidos en Venezuela el pasado 3 de enero, el fiscal federal argentino Carlos Stornelli pidio al juez Ramos que solicite la extradicion del lider socialista a Argentina para que sea indagado por crimenes de lesa humanidad por los cuales esta acusado en el pais, pedido al que el magistrado resolvio dar curso.

    
La resolucion de Ramos se produce luego de que el presidente argentino Javier Milei elogiara la intervencion estadounidense en Venezuela intensificando con ello su alineacion con la administracion de Trump.
En 2022, la justicia federal argentina inicio una investigacion penal al presidente de Nicaragua, Daniel Ortega, y a la vicepresidenta Rosario Maria Murillo para determinar si son responsables de delitos de lesa humanidad. 
En tanto, en 2010 abrio una causa por delitos denunciados en un periodo que abarca la guerra civil espanola (1936-1939), el regimen de Francisco Franco y los dos anos que transcurrieron entre la muerte del dictador en 1975 y la celebracion de las primeras elecciones democraticas.

Los fiscales y jueces impulsores de estas causas consideraron que estan facultados para investigar violaciones a los derechos humanos ocurridos en otro pais alegando que la Constitucion nacional reconoce el principio de jurisdiccion universal.
___
La corresponsal en Buenos Aires, Debora Rey, contribuyo con este reporte.
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MISSING PERSON

VULNERABLE ADULT

n
Nancy Guthrie
T Age: 84-years-old
& B I Sk
Height: 505"
Weight: 150 Ibs.

Hair Color: Brown
Eye Color: Blue

Last seen: Evening of Jan. 31, 2026, at
her residence near East Skyline Drive
and North Campbell Avenue. Unknown
what clothing she may be wearing.

Case #: 260201080

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
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