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      Breaking News

      
        ECB holds interest rates as strong euro causes jitters
        FRANKFURT (GERMANY) - The European Central Bank held interest rates steady for its fifth straight meeting Thursday, saying the eurozone economy remained "resilient" despite mounting worries about the impact of a stronger euro.

      

      
        Bitcoin drops below $70,000 as 'forced deleveraging' accelerates
        NEW YORK --- Bitcoin tumbled below US$70,000 Thursday as negative momentum deepened across cryptocurrencies, driven by vanishing marginal demand and this week's volatility in tech equities along with precious metals.

      

      
        Toyota to raise global hybrid car output by 30% in 2028 as EV demand slows
        KYODO --- Toyota Motor Corp will increase its global hybrid vehicle production in 2028 by 30% from the level planned for this year, accounting for some 60% of its worldwide output, sources close to the matter said Thursday.

      

      
        Bhumaithai to unveil key economic policies during final rally
        The Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) has expressed confidence in making electoral gains in Bangkok as it prepares to hold its final major campaign rally at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre (QSNCC) on Friday, where key economic proposals will be unveiled.

      

      
        People's Party unveils 'Blueprint to transform Thailand'
        Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, who serves as both leader of the People's Party (PP) and its main prime ministerial candidate, delivered a major campaign speech in Udon Thani province on Thursday, declaring the party's readiness to form what he called "a government of the people" that would work for all citizens without any political divisions.

      

      
        Accusations fly over political audio clip
        A former Kanchanaburi provincial councillor has come forward to explain why he secretly recorded a phone call that has since sparked controversy, as the Pheu Thai Party moved to file a complaint with the Election Commission (EC).

      

      
        Democrat Party's Abhisit promotes waste-to-energy policy
        Abhisit Vejjajiva, the leader of the Democrat Party, has unveiled an ambitious policy platform aimed at transforming waste management into a key driver of green economic growth, while pushing for meaningful decentralisation of power to local administrations.

      

      
        2 Klatham Party candidates axed over past convictions
        The Supreme Court has revoked the eligibility of two candidates of the Klatham Party candidates to contest the Feb 8 general election due to past criminal convictions.

      

      
        Bangkok taxi boats to Bang Lamphu on free trial
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is offering free electric taxi-boat rides along the Phadung Krung Kasem canal to Bang Lamphu during a trial, running until the end of February.

      

      
        'Online game mission' drove teen on cross-country gold heist run
        The 16-year-old arrested for a 2.4-million-baht gold-shop robbery in Hat Yai claimed an online gaming friend in Laos encouraged him to complete a "mission" to snatch the jewellery, according to police.
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																FRANKFURT (GERMANY) - The European Central Bank held interest rates steady for its fifth straight meeting Thursday, saying the eurozone economy remained "resilient" despite mounting worries about the impact of a stronger euro.
As expected, the central bank for the 21-nation single-currency area kept its benchmark rate on hold at 2%, where it has been since June last year.

A marked strengthening of the euro last week, followed by news that eurozone inflation eased to 1.7% in January -- below the ECB's 2% target -- have fuelled debate about whether policymakers might start considering rate cuts.

But in a statement announcing the rate decision, the ECB said "inflation should stabilise" around its target in the medium term.

"The economy remains resilient in a challenging global environment," it said.

"Low unemployment, solid private-sector balance sheets, the gradual rollout of public spending on defence and infrastructure and the supportive effects of the past interest rate cuts are underpinning growth," it added.

Still, it warned that "the outlook is still uncertain, owing particularly to ongoing global trade policy uncertainty and geopolitical tensions".

US President Donald Trump's volatile trade policies in particular have unnerved Europe.

There was another flare-up last month when Trump threatened to hit eight European countries with new tariffs over their opposition to his desire to annex Greenland, but he later climbed down.

The ECB also used its typical language that rate decisions would be based on "a data-dependent and meeting-by-meeting approach".

"The Governing Council is not pre-committing to a particular rate path," it said.

The Bank of England also left its benchmark interest rate unchanged Thursday, at 3.75%, while cutting its forecasts for UK growth this year and next.

Strong euro jitters

A stronger currency makes imports cheaper, which could drive inflation down even further -- potentially leading consumers to delay purchases, with negative ripple effects across the economy.

But a strong euro can also weigh on the eurozone's crucial exporters, particularly Germany, as it makes the cost of companies' goods pricier overseas.

It could thus hit the eurozone economy at a time growth is starting to get back on track, potentially undermining efforts to close the gap with China and the United States.

All eyes will now be on ECB President Christine Lagarde's press conference after the rate decision, though she typically declines to comment on the future direction of monetary policy.

At recent meetings, she has emphasised that the central bank is in a "good place", though analysts say the recent currency moves mean this good place is looking somewhat less comfortable.

The euro has been gaining ground for some time, in particular due to worries about Trump's volatile policies, from levelling tariffs against trading partners to threatening to seize Greenland.

But it extended gains sharply last week as investors sold off the dollar, which briefly hit a four-and-a-half-year high above US$1.20. It has since eased, and was at $1.18 both immediately before and after the ECB's rate call.

The ECB does not target any particular exchange rate, but its officials do monitor currency movements as they could impact inflation.

A stronger euro is not all bad news, as it boosts household spending power at home and on holidays overseas.

The rise of the single currency also points to the growing appeal of Europe at a time of investor worries about the United States and Trump's unorthodox stewardship of the world's top economy.
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									Bitcoin drops below $70,000 as 'forced deleveraging' accelerates								

								Futures markets in a "forced deleveraging" phase, lowest level since November 2024
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																NEW YORK -- Bitcoin tumbled below US$70,000 Thursday as negative momentum deepened across cryptocurrencies, driven by vanishing marginal demand and this week's volatility in tech equities along with precious metals.
The token dropped as much as 4.6% to $69,271 in early New York trading, hitting its lowest level since November 2024. 

The slide is accelerating even as gold and silver retreat from recent highs that had prompted speculative traders to pivot from digital assets. Bitcoin is down about 45% from its October high, as big buyers like exchange-traded funds (ETFs) and digital-asset Treasuries beat a retreat.

"Price action across crypto has been undeniably heavy over the past 24 hours, with Bitcoin acting as the primary drag on broader sentiment," said Joel Kruger, markets strategist at LMAX Group. 

"That said, many of the hallmarks of capitulation are now in place: daily technicals are deeply oversold, the fear and greed index has slipped to extreme lows, and Bitcoin is now roughly 45% below its October peak."

Trading volumes remain weak, futures markets are in a "forced deleveraging phase," and inflows have dried up -- creating a demand vacuum where "sustained sell pressure" is forcing investors to exit at a loss, according to analysts at crypto research firm Glassnode.
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																KYODO -- Toyota Motor Corp will increase its global hybrid vehicle production in 2028 by 30% from the level planned for this year, accounting for some 60% of its worldwide output, sources close to the matter said Thursday.
The plan, conveyed to parts suppliers, to make 6.7 million hybrid cars including plug-in hybrids in 2028 considers slowing electric vehicle (EV) demand that has forced the European Union (EU) to scale back its EV promotional policies. The United States has abolished tax incentives for EV purchases.

Toyota, the world's largest automaker by volume, said in November it will additionally invest up to US$10 billion in the United States over five years. The investment covers plans to boost hybrid car production.

The Japanese multinational automotive manufacturer aims to raise its global production including gasoline-powered vehicles and EVs to about 11.3 million units in 2028, according to the sources.

Hybrids made up more than 40% of Toyota's global sales of about 10.54 million vehicles in 2025.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/motoring/3191010/toyota-to-raise-global-hybrid-car-output-by-30-in-2028-as-ev-demand-slows



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Bhumaithai to unveil key economic policies during final rally								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
												

												[image: Bhumjaithai's prime ministerial candidate Anutin Charnvirakul takes a selfie with residents in Hat Yai, Songkhla, during the party's campaign rally on Wednesday night. (Photo: Bhumjaithai Party)]
											
																							
													Bhumjaithai's prime ministerial candidate Anutin Charnvirakul takes a selfie with residents in Hat Yai, Songkhla, during the party's campaign rally on Wednesday night. (Photo: Bhumjaithai Party)												

																					

									

																The Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) has expressed confidence in making electoral gains in Bangkok as it prepares to hold its final major campaign rally at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre (QSNCC) on Friday, where key economic proposals will be unveiled.
Supamas Isarabhakdi, Bhumjaithai's election chief overseeing Bangkok constituencies, said on Thursday that her party is confident it can "plant its flag" in the capital.

She said that the rally, scheduled to start at 4pm, will serve as the party's official campaign-closing event and the second phase of its earlier rally at Lumpini Park.

The event is open to the public and will be livestreamed on the party's Facebook page.

Ms Supamas said the rally will be led by caretaker Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, Bhumjaithai leader, together with the party's economic team.

This includes Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthamphan and Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, who is also a prime-ministerial candidate.

The leadership will highlight the government's achievements and explain that, if Bhumjaithai forms the next government with Mr Anutin as prime minister, all three party members would continue serving as deputy prime ministers while retaining their current portfolios.

Ms Supamas said Thailand is facing a serious economic crisis driven by both domestic and global factors.

She noted that senior ministers recently attended the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland, and would share insights from those meetings.

While Bhumjaithai's Lumpini Park rally last week focused on outlining national problems, Thursday's event will present concrete economic solutions and detail how the party plans to govern if re-elected.

Asked whether the rally would introduce any "game-changing" policies, Ms Supamas said most voters had likely already made up their minds, but urged supporters to turn out, citing concerns over economic stability, national security and Thailand's position on the global stage.

She added that the rally would also outline the party's post-election plans following Feb 8, the day of the general election.

On the party's prospects in Bangkok, Ms Supamas said public support appeared stronger than in 2023, evident both at campaign rallies and through grassroots outreach.

She expressed confidence that Bhumjaithai would secure seats in the capital, adding that voter turnout would be a decisive factor.

Meanwhile, Mr Anutin continued campaigning in Songkhla province, where he highlighted Bhumjaithai's response to flooding in the South and its infrastructure development efforts.

Speaking at a rally in Hat Yai on Wednesday night, he said flood recovery had been completed within weeks and reaffirmed the party's commitment to rapid crisis response and sustained regional development.

Mr Anutin said performance, not promises, was the true measure of leadership, noting that his administration includes senior ministers from the South.

He pledged continued development in transport and agriculture, improvements to rubber and palm oil pricing and future investment initiatives.

He urged voters to support Bhumjaithai, noting that a strong mandate was essential to ensure stable and uninterrupted governance.


	Related: Anutin claims election win within reach
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								None of party's blueprint policies would benefit only a privileged few, says Natthaphong
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																Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, who serves as both leader of the People's Party (PP) and its main prime ministerial candidate, delivered a major campaign speech in Udon Thani province on Thursday, declaring the party's readiness to form what he called "a government of the people" that would work for all citizens without any political divisions.
Mr Natthaphong also unveiled the party's comprehensive policy platform, dubbed the "Blueprint to Transform Thailand".

Speaking at a rally in the northeastern province on Thursday, he was joined by Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, a key campaign aide. The party leader said he sensed that voters in Udon Thani were ready to vote for change in Sunday's election.

He urged voters to cast ballots for the People's Party in both rounds of voting: selecting the party in both constituency and party-list ballots, and then voting in favour of initiating the drafting of a new constitution. 

Mr Natthaphong, a former IT executive, said his party was fully prepared in three key areas.

First, it was firm in its principles and ideology, with no wavering positions or hidden interests. Representatives, he said, must stand upright and act as the voice of the people, adding that the party was founded by citizens and was free of vested interests.

Second, he said the People's Party was the only party to have already unveiled a complete governing team. This, he said, was not merely about individuals but about a new way of working, with cabinet and ministerial teams operating across portfolios.

The approach would dismantle old systems of political quotas and patronage that had enabled corruption and vote-buying. More than 40 members of the proposed executive team had already been announced.

Third was policy readiness. He said the party's "blueprint" comprised more than 200 policies, none of which would benefit only a privileged few.


	Related: People's Party unveils 15-billion-baht Hat Yai flood plan
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								Pheu Thai wants Bhumjaithai minister investigated for inappropriate remarks
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																A former Kanchanaburi provincial councillor has come forward to explain why he secretly recorded a phone call that has since sparked controversy, as the Pheu Thai Party moved to file a complaint with the Election Commission (EC).
Anon Thanomwong explained his reasoning at a press conference called by the Pheu Thai Party on Thursday, as political tensions escalated following the revelation of comments attributed to someone said to be Sakda Vicheansil, a Bhumjaithai Party member and acting deputy interior minister.

Mr Sakda has denied being the person on the call, saying the voice was AI-generated, and has filed a police complaint in Kanchanaburi against those who released the recording. He was a Pheu Thai member before leaving to join Bhumjaithai.

Chousak Sirinil, a Pheu Thai deputy leader and its legal expert, said the clip contained inappropriate remarks and could verge on undermining the constitutional monarchy.

Phanom Phorkaew, the Pheu Thai candidate for Constituency 5 in Kanchanaburi, was the first person to inform the party about the content of the call and request action.

After the denial from the speaker implicated in the clip, the party decided to have another person heard on the recording -- Mr Anon -- come forward to elaborate, said Mr Chousak.

[image: Chousak Sirinil, a deputy leader of Pheu Thai and legal expert, (second from left), Phanom Phorkaew, the party's constituency candidate for Kanchanaburi's Constituency 5, second from right; Anon Thanomwong, also known as ]
Speaking at a press conference held by the Pheu Thai Party to discuss the release of a controversial audio clip, from left: Norawit Larlaeng, a Pheu Thai party-list candidate; Chousak Sirinil, a deputy leader of Pheu Thai and legal expert; Phanom Phorkaew, candidate for Constituency 5 in Kanchanaburi; and Anon Thanomwong, a former provincial councillor in Constituency 2. (Photo: Pheu Thai Party)



In the recording, the speaker claimed his party was certain to form the next government after the Feb 8 election, while Pheu Thai would remain in opposition.

He said it was also suggested that if Mr Phanom were elected, his constituents in Kanchanaburi would gain nothing because budget allocations would not reach the constituency.

Such remarks could cause his supporters to believe he would be unable to deliver benefits, and instead shift their support to the speaker, said Mr Phanom.

Mr Anon said he personally recorded the call on his mobile phone at 8.46am on Dec 22 last year while he was with Preecha Jirawongsutharom, a former chairman of the Pilok tambon administration organisation in Kanchanaburi.

At the time, a call came in to Mr Preecha, who then passed the phone to him, said Mr Anon, also known as "Sor Jor Toon".

Unaware of the caller's intentions and amid prior reports of intimidation during the campaign, he decided to record the conversation for his own protection.

After listening to it, he shared the recording with several friends and asked them whether it breached election law, as the campaign was under way.

Mr Preecha confirmed that the voice on the call belonged to the person whose name was heard on the recording, said the former provincial councillor.

Mr Chousak said the call was widely understood to concern the election, given earlier instances of threatening language suggesting there would be problems if people did not vote in a certain way.

The party found the content could constitute multiple violations, including defamation through false statements, promising benefits, and misleading claims about popularity -- offences under Section 73 of the organic law on the election of MPs, said Mr Chousak.

As a result, the Pheu Thai executive committee resolved to file a complaint with the EC on Thursday.

Asked whether he could confirm the voice belonged to Mr Sakda, Mr Anon said the phone's owner -- Mr Preecha -- identified the caller by name several times.

Local influence

Mr Anon said he believed the caller reached out because, as a former provincial councillor, he still had local support and could help gather votes.

No direct threats were made during the calls, he added.

Asked if he feared repercussions for speaking out, Mr Phanom said he was not afraid, insisting he entered politics to serve the public with good intentions.

Mr Anon, however, admitted he was afraid but said upholding what was right mattered more.

"Correctness and the people must come first," he said, adding that he wanted to see local politics develop in a constructive way.
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																Abhisit Vejjajiva, the leader of the Democrat Party, has unveiled an ambitious policy platform aimed at transforming waste management into a key driver of green economic growth, while pushing for meaningful decentralisation of power to local administrations.
Mr Abhisit, 61, said on Thursday that Thailand must stop viewing waste solely as a technical or logistical problem and instead recognise it as a central pillar of a broader green-economy strategy.

He said effective waste management could help address environmental degradation while unlocking new economic opportunities.

During the Democrats' campaign ahead of Sunday's general election, Mr Abhisit was joined by Kitpol Cherdchukijkul, the party's Bangkok candidate for Constituency 21 (Prawet-Saphan Sung), in outlining proposals to restructure the Thai economy along more environmentally sustainable and locally driven lines.

Mr Abhisit, who is the party's prime ministerial candidate, said the Democrats will push for three laws to overhaul waste and pollution management nationwide.

Its proposed legislation would promote recycling, waste-to-energy technologies and cleaner production processes, aiming to turn waste and pollution into economic resources and alternative energy sources.

Effective waste management, he said, would help reduce environmental damage, create new industries and jobs, improve public health and support Thailand's transition to a low-carbon economy.

"Waste is not just a burden. If managed properly, it can become a valuable resource and a key engine of sustainable growth," former prime minister Abhisit said, adding that the Democrat Party is committed to embedding green-economy principles across national policy.

Equally central to the party's platform is a push for genuine decentralisation, which Mr Abhisit described as essential to improving environmental management, public services and local economic resilience.

He said many local problems, particularly in major tourist and commercial centres such as Phuket and Hat Yai, persist because of excessive centralisation, bureaucratic delays and limited decision-making authority at the local level.

To address this, the Democrat Party is proposing a new framework to strengthen local governments. Key measures include boosting local fiscal capacity, allowing municipalities and provincial authorities to retain a larger share of locally collected taxes and reducing reliance on central government subsidies.

The party also plans to promote innovative financing mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships and local bond issuance, to fund infrastructure and environmental projects.

"Decentralisation is the key to empowering communities to solve their own problems," Mr Abhisit said, adding that sustainable development and clean governance would remain core priorities if the party joins the next government.
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																The Supreme Court has revoked the eligibility of two candidates of the Klatham Party candidates to contest the Feb 8 general election due to past criminal convictions.
The first case involved Kongkiat Katesombat, who had applied to run in Constituency 7 of Nakhon Si Thammarat province

The court upheld a decision by the Election Commission (EC) to disqualify Kongkiat, who was found to have been convicted of theft by the Surat Thani Provincial Court in 1999, with the case being finalised.

Under the election law, individuals whose criminal cases have been finalised and who fall within prohibited categories are barred from standing for elections.

The EC disqualified Kongkiat as a candidate, and Kongkiat appealed the EC's ruling to the Supreme Court. However, the top court found the commission's decision lawful and justified.

As a result of the ruling, any votes cast for Kongkiat during advance voting will be deemed invalid.

He also faces a separate criminal charge for knowingly applying to contest an election despite being legally unqualified.

The offence carries a penalty of up to 10 years' imprisonment, a fine of up to 200,000 baht, or both, as well as the revocation of election rights for 20 years.

Kongkiat previously won a by-election in Constituency 7 in April last year. Following the ruling, his salary and allowances received as an MP may have to be returned to the state, and he could face civil action to recover the costs of the by-election and a criminal charge.

The other case involved Chalong Saengratmekhin, a Klatham Party candidate who applied to run in Nakhon Ratchasima's Constituency 13.

The EC found that Chalong had been convicted and sentenced to three years in prison for violating forest reserve and forestry laws.

He was released from prison on Dec 6, 2017, and less than 10 years had lapsed since his release.

Under the law, individuals who have served prison sentences and have not completed a 10-year exclusion period by election day, except in cases involving negligence or minor offences, are prohibited from contesting polls.

Chalong did not object to the EC's decision and admitted that he was released from jail less than 10 years ago as he appeared before the court.

The court ruled that he remained ineligible to stand in the upcoming election and withdrew his candidacy.

On Wednesday, the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) ruled that Chaithip Kamolpantip, a former Ratchaburi MP and current parliamentary candidate for the Klatham Party, committed a serious violation of ethical standards after being found to have engaged in gambling inside the parliament building.

The Klatham Party is led by leader Narumon Pinyosinwat and secretary-general Thamanat Prompow.
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									Bangkok taxi boats to Bang Lamphu on free trial

									
								

									The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is offering free electric taxi-boat rides along the Phadung Krung Kasem canal to Bang Lamphu during a trial, running until the end of February.
									Boats run daily from 9am to 5pm, carry up to six passengers and stop at 14 piers. Many are close to photo spots, shops and places to eat.

Hua Lamphong Railway Station pier is a popular starting point and the route ends at Phra Sumen Fort pier.

The trial is operated via the MUVMI app. From March, fares will be charged and set at rates similar to MUVMI electric tuk-tuks.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt tested the service and asked operators to reduce engine noise, which made conversation difficult, and raise the speed from about 13 kilometres per hour to shorten journey times.

Stops, besides the two terminals, include Ratchadamnoen Nok, Nopphawong, Yotse, Ministry of Energy, Lan Luang Intersection, Thewet, Thewarat Market, Prachathipatai, Chao Pho Taksin Shrine, Nakhon Sawan, Hua Lamphong and Ban Phan Thom piers.
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									'Online game mission' drove teen on cross-country gold heist run								

								Suspect said Lao gamer urged him to rob a gold shop and flee to border before his arrest
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																The 16-year-old arrested for a 2.4-million-baht gold-shop robbery in Hat Yai claimed an online gaming friend in Laos encouraged him to complete a "mission" to snatch the jewellery, according to police.
The Songkhla native confessed that his Lao gamer friend urged him to complete a "gold-snatching mission" and then send it to Laos, investigators said on Thursday.

According to the timeline police constructed, after  robbing the Burapa Gold Shop in the Hat Yai branch of Lotus's on Tuesday, the suspect rode a stolen motorcycle and abandoned it at Ban Khuan Jong in tambon Na Mom of Na Mom district.

He then booked a ride via an app to Hat Yai airport, flew to Don Mueang airport in Bangkok, and later took a bus from the Mo Chit 2 terminal to Ubon Ratchathani.

From there, he planned to continue on to Khemarat district and cross the border to meet his Lao friend, but police caught up with him at the Ubon Ratchathani bus terminal -- 1,500km from the scene of the crime.

Pol Gen Thatchai Pitaneelaboot, a deputy national police chief, on Thursday inspected the stolen gold recovered from a third-floor room of an apartment building on Nipat Songkroh road in Hat Yai municipality, following the suspect's confession.

He said 30 items of gold jewellery -- 10 bracelets and 20 necklaces -- were found hidden inside a detergent bag placed in a woman's shoulder bag and concealed in a wardrobe. Forensic officers collected fingerprints from the scene.

The haul differs from the initial shop inventory, which reported 33 items missing. The suspect's friend who owned the room and kept the gold for him might also face charges depending on the outcome of investigations, Pol Gen Thatchai said.

Police have recovered 30 baht-weight of gold, with 3 baht-weight still missing (one baht-weight is 15.2 grammes). Officers are investigating whether it was sold and to whom, and where the entire haul was ultimately meant to go. The youth will be sent back to Songkhla to face legal action.

No evidence of accomplices

National police chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch said investigators are still checking on whether anyone else helped the suspect flee or played a role in the robbery, though no such evidence has been found so far. The teen told police he had gone to Ubon Ratchathani to visit a friend.

Pol Gen Kittharath added that the number of juvenile offenders is steadily increasing, and addressing the issue must begin at the family level. Parents should guide and educate their children to shape their attitudes from the outset.

"I have instructed all regions to strengthen community-policing efforts and to work with educational institutions to provide young people with knowledge and understanding about living responsibly in society and about the law," the national police chief said.

Police have also been urging gold shop owners to improve their security and insurance coverage as robbery risk is rising with soaring prices.

In the last 12 months, the local price for gold bars has risen 56%, with prices on Feb 5 quoted at 73,300 baht per baht-weight.
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									People's Party unveils 'Blueprint to transform Thailand'								

								None of party's blueprint policies would benefit only a privileged few, says Natthaphong
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																Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, who serves as both leader of the People's Party (PP) and its main prime ministerial candidate, delivered a major campaign speech in Udon Thani province on Thursday, declaring the party's readiness to form what he called "a government of the people" that would work for all citizens without any political divisions.
Mr Natthaphong also unveiled the party's comprehensive policy platform, dubbed the "Blueprint to Transform Thailand".

Speaking at a rally in the northeastern province on Thursday, he was joined by Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, a key campaign aide. The party leader said he sensed that voters in Udon Thani were ready to vote for change in Sunday's election.

He urged voters to cast ballots for the People's Party in both rounds of voting: selecting the party in both constituency and party-list ballots, and then voting in favour of initiating the drafting of a new constitution. 

Mr Natthaphong, a former IT executive, said his party was fully prepared in three key areas.

First, it was firm in its principles and ideology, with no wavering positions or hidden interests. Representatives, he said, must stand upright and act as the voice of the people, adding that the party was founded by citizens and was free of vested interests.

Second, he said the People's Party was the only party to have already unveiled a complete governing team. This, he said, was not merely about individuals but about a new way of working, with cabinet and ministerial teams operating across portfolios.

The approach would dismantle old systems of political quotas and patronage that had enabled corruption and vote-buying. More than 40 members of the proposed executive team had already been announced.

Third was policy readiness. He said the party's "blueprint" comprised more than 200 policies, none of which would benefit only a privileged few.


	Related: People's Party unveils 15-billion-baht Hat Yai flood plan
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									Accusations fly over political audio clip								

								Pheu Thai wants Bhumjaithai minister investigated for inappropriate remarks
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																A former Kanchanaburi provincial councillor has come forward to explain why he secretly recorded a phone call that has since sparked controversy, as the Pheu Thai Party moved to file a complaint with the Election Commission (EC).
Anon Thanomwong explained his reasoning at a press conference called by the Pheu Thai Party on Thursday, as political tensions escalated following the revelation of comments attributed to someone said to be Sakda Vicheansil, a Bhumjaithai Party member and acting deputy interior minister.

Mr Sakda has denied being the person on the call, saying the voice was AI-generated, and has filed a police complaint in Kanchanaburi against those who released the recording. He was a Pheu Thai member before leaving to join Bhumjaithai.

Chousak Sirinil, a Pheu Thai deputy leader and its legal expert, said the clip contained inappropriate remarks and could verge on undermining the constitutional monarchy.

Phanom Phorkaew, the Pheu Thai candidate for Constituency 5 in Kanchanaburi, was the first person to inform the party about the content of the call and request action.

After the denial from the speaker implicated in the clip, the party decided to have another person heard on the recording -- Mr Anon -- come forward to elaborate, said Mr Chousak.

[image: Chousak Sirinil, a deputy leader of Pheu Thai and legal expert, (second from left), Phanom Phorkaew, the party's constituency candidate for Kanchanaburi's Constituency 5, second from right; Anon Thanomwong, also known as ]
Speaking at a press conference held by the Pheu Thai Party to discuss the release of a controversial audio clip, from left: Norawit Larlaeng, a Pheu Thai party-list candidate; Chousak Sirinil, a deputy leader of Pheu Thai and legal expert; Phanom Phorkaew, candidate for Constituency 5 in Kanchanaburi; and Anon Thanomwong, a former provincial councillor in Constituency 2. (Photo: Pheu Thai Party)



In the recording, the speaker claimed his party was certain to form the next government after the Feb 8 election, while Pheu Thai would remain in opposition.

He said it was also suggested that if Mr Phanom were elected, his constituents in Kanchanaburi would gain nothing because budget allocations would not reach the constituency.

Such remarks could cause his supporters to believe he would be unable to deliver benefits, and instead shift their support to the speaker, said Mr Phanom.

Mr Anon said he personally recorded the call on his mobile phone at 8.46am on Dec 22 last year while he was with Preecha Jirawongsutharom, a former chairman of the Pilok tambon administration organisation in Kanchanaburi.

At the time, a call came in to Mr Preecha, who then passed the phone to him, said Mr Anon, also known as "Sor Jor Toon".

Unaware of the caller's intentions and amid prior reports of intimidation during the campaign, he decided to record the conversation for his own protection.

After listening to it, he shared the recording with several friends and asked them whether it breached election law, as the campaign was under way.

Mr Preecha confirmed that the voice on the call belonged to the person whose name was heard on the recording, said the former provincial councillor.

Mr Chousak said the call was widely understood to concern the election, given earlier instances of threatening language suggesting there would be problems if people did not vote in a certain way.

The party found the content could constitute multiple violations, including defamation through false statements, promising benefits, and misleading claims about popularity -- offences under Section 73 of the organic law on the election of MPs, said Mr Chousak.

As a result, the Pheu Thai executive committee resolved to file a complaint with the EC on Thursday.

Asked whether he could confirm the voice belonged to Mr Sakda, Mr Anon said the phone's owner -- Mr Preecha -- identified the caller by name several times.

Local influence

Mr Anon said he believed the caller reached out because, as a former provincial councillor, he still had local support and could help gather votes.

No direct threats were made during the calls, he added.

Asked if he feared repercussions for speaking out, Mr Phanom said he was not afraid, insisting he entered politics to serve the public with good intentions.

Mr Anon, however, admitted he was afraid but said upholding what was right mattered more.

"Correctness and the people must come first," he said, adding that he wanted to see local politics develop in a constructive way.
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									'Online game mission' drove teen on cross-country gold heist run								

								Suspect said Lao gamer urged him to rob a gold shop and flee to border before his arrest
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																The 16-year-old arrested for a 2.4-million-baht gold-shop robbery in Hat Yai claimed an online gaming friend in Laos encouraged him to complete a "mission" to snatch the jewellery, according to police.
The Songkhla native confessed that his Lao gamer friend urged him to complete a "gold-snatching mission" and then send it to Laos, investigators said on Thursday.

According to the timeline police constructed, after  robbing the Burapa Gold Shop in the Hat Yai branch of Lotus's on Tuesday, the suspect rode a stolen motorcycle and abandoned it at Ban Khuan Jong in tambon Na Mom of Na Mom district.

He then booked a ride via an app to Hat Yai airport, flew to Don Mueang airport in Bangkok, and later took a bus from the Mo Chit 2 terminal to Ubon Ratchathani.

From there, he planned to continue on to Khemarat district and cross the border to meet his Lao friend, but police caught up with him at the Ubon Ratchathani bus terminal -- 1,500km from the scene of the crime.

Pol Gen Thatchai Pitaneelaboot, a deputy national police chief, on Thursday inspected the stolen gold recovered from a third-floor room of an apartment building on Nipat Songkroh road in Hat Yai municipality, following the suspect's confession.

He said 30 items of gold jewellery -- 10 bracelets and 20 necklaces -- were found hidden inside a detergent bag placed in a woman's shoulder bag and concealed in a wardrobe. Forensic officers collected fingerprints from the scene.

The haul differs from the initial shop inventory, which reported 33 items missing. The suspect's friend who owned the room and kept the gold for him might also face charges depending on the outcome of investigations, Pol Gen Thatchai said.

Police have recovered 30 baht-weight of gold, with 3 baht-weight still missing (one baht-weight is 15.2 grammes). Officers are investigating whether it was sold and to whom, and where the entire haul was ultimately meant to go. The youth will be sent back to Songkhla to face legal action.

No evidence of accomplices

National police chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch said investigators are still checking on whether anyone else helped the suspect flee or played a role in the robbery, though no such evidence has been found so far. The teen told police he had gone to Ubon Ratchathani to visit a friend.

Pol Gen Kittharath added that the number of juvenile offenders is steadily increasing, and addressing the issue must begin at the family level. Parents should guide and educate their children to shape their attitudes from the outset.

"I have instructed all regions to strengthen community-policing efforts and to work with educational institutions to provide young people with knowledge and understanding about living responsibly in society and about the law," the national police chief said.

Police have also been urging gold shop owners to improve their security and insurance coverage as robbery risk is rising with soaring prices.

In the last 12 months, the local price for gold bars has risen 56%, with prices on Feb 5 quoted at 73,300 baht per baht-weight.
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									Cambodia asks France for evidence to back border case								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
												

												[image: Military attaches from eight Asean nations examine a boundary marker at Laem Saraphat Phit in Khlong Yai district of Trat province, during a tour organised by the Royal Thai Navy on Sept 2, 2025. Boundary Marker No.73 also serves as a reference point for Thailand's maritime boundary with Cambodia. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewklayhong)]
											
																							
													Military attaches from eight Asean nations examine a boundary marker at Laem Saraphat Phit in Khlong Yai district of Trat province, during a tour organised by the Royal Thai Navy on Sept 2, 2025. Boundary Marker No.73 also serves as a reference point for Thailand's maritime boundary with Cambodia. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewklayhong)												

																					

									

																PHNOM PENH - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet has asked France to provide historical documents to help resolve an enduring border dispute with Thailand that  twice spilled over into armed conflict last year.
Hun Manet wrote to French President Emmanuel Macron asking for access to any historical and technical documents that France might have that relate to the border, and also welcomed France's expertise and advisory support, the foreign ministry in Phnom Penh said in a statement dated Feb 4.

The 817-kilometre border was first mapped by France in 1907, when Cambodia was its colony, and was based on the natural watershed dividing the country from Thailand.

Disputed territories include [?]several renowned historical sites, including the 11th century Hindu temple Preah Vihear, known to Thais as Khao Phra Viharn.

The French Embassy in Cambodia and the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not immediately respond to separate requests for comment.

Cambodia also welcomed France's "constructive engagement" in efforts to resolve the long-standing dispute, the prime minister said, according to the statement.

Hun Manet had said Macron indicated a willingness to help in previous meetings.

Fighting between the two neighbours broke out in July last year after weeks  of tensions sparked by the death of a Cambodian soldier in a skirmish in late May.

After five days of clashes that killed 43 people, the conflict ended in a fragile ceasefire brokered in Malaysia after an intervention by US President Donald Trump.

Hostilities resumed in December [?]and lasted more than three weeks, with both sides accusing  the other of violating the terms of the ceasefire. As many as 101 people were killed and more than half a million displaced on both sides before a new  truce was declared on Dec 27.

The ceasefire has held up since then, with a handful of minor infractions reported, but attempts at substantive bilateral talks to resolve border demarcation issues have faltered.


	Editorial: Border talks disappoint
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									How will Thailand's election play out?								
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																Thailand is holding a general election on Sunday, a three-way contest and the latest round in a turbulent battle for power between the country's progressive, populist and conservative camps.
Who is best placed to win?

Opinion polls consistently show the progressive People's Party is Thailand's most popular party. With its ambitious reform agenda and mastery of social media, it has huge appeal among young and  urban Thais and will be a force to reckon with.

Its predecessor Move Forward won the 2023 election, taking all but one of the 33 seats in the capital Bangkok and making inroads into conservative strongholds. But it lacked parliamentary support to form a government, despite a pact with the second-placed Pheu Thai party.

Surveys indicate People's Party has lost none of its momentum. It was backed by 36% of respondents in a Jan 16-28 poll of 26,661 people by Suan Dusit University, with the former ruling party Pheu Thai on 22.1% and Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's Bhumjaithai third on 18.9%.

A Jan 23-27 survey of 2,500 people by the National Institute for Development Administration showed 34.2% support for People's Party, with Bhumjaithai at 22.6% and Pheu Thai on 16.2%.

At the last election in 2023, People's Party's forerunner won 151 of the 500 seats at stake, Pheu Thai took 141 and Bhumjaithai won 71.

Will the winner form a government?

An outright majority for any of the three main parties is unlikely so an alliance is almost certain to be required to form a government.

But this could be tricky given bad blood and ideological differences between the parties, with bitter histories of betrayal and big fallouts within the past six months. Pacts with some of the dozens of smaller parties running could be decisive in breaking any deadlock and the party that wins most seats in the election [?]may not prevail.

People's Party's advantage will be its strength at the ballot box but forming a coalition could be difficult. Bhumjaithai's politically savvy leader Anutin is an accomplished dealmaker willing to work with any party and his efforts would likely be backed by influential conservatives outside of politics.

The once-dominant Pheu Thai, controlled by the billionaire Shinawatra family, has a big war chest at its disposal, though it has been hit by defections to Bhumjaithai and declining popularity. Some analysts believe Pheu Thai is most likely to partner with Bhumjaithai to form a government, as it has previously.

What challenges face People's Party?

People's Party looks to have the upper hand, but its liberal, anti-establishment agenda and long-term quest for institutional reform could stand in its way, even if it has moderated its stance of late.

Its popularity and policies that have included tackling monopolies and reforms to the military and judiciary could upend Thailand's decades-old status quo and threaten interests of business groups, powerful elites and royalist generals. It has very influential enemies.

Its first incarnation Future Forward was dissolved by a court in 2020 for a campaign finance violation, triggering street protests. It returned as Move Forward and won most votes in the 2023 election but was blocked from forming a government by army-appointed senators and dissolved by a court for campaigning to amend a law that protects  the monarchy from criticism.

It regrouped again as People's Party, the English name commonly used by the Khana Ratsadon, which launched a 1932 revolution that ended Thailand's absolute monarchy.

People's Party is braced for more legal action, with the National Anti-Corruption Commission, which has a broad remit, now investigating 44 former Move Forward lawmakers for ethics breaches for attempting to change the royal insult law in 2021, a plan it has now dropped.

Among them are 15 People's Party members, including two of its three prime ministerial candidates, leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut and deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun. If referred to the Supreme Court, they could face some kind of political ban.

Can Anutin prevail?

Mr Anutin, 59, is a political pragmatist with a party big enough to negotiate key ministerial posts and a place in numerous coalition governments.

A staunch [?]royalist who has positioned himself strategically between rival political clans, Mr Anutin's rise to the premiership last September demonstrated his ability to outfox opponents, moving quickly after a  court sacked then prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and lobbying parties to abandon her coalition and back him instead.

Mr Anutin needs to drum up more support and expand on Bhumjaithai's 71 seats in the last election and leverage his ties in the country's establishment to help form an alliance capable of keeping People's Party at bay.

How is a prime minister chosen?

Parties contesting the election have submitted up to three prime ministerial candidates. Any party with at least 25 seats can nominate a  candidate to be put to a parliamentary vote.

Support of more than half of the lower house's 500 members is required to become prime minister. If a candidate fails, the house must convene again and the process is repeated for other candidates until a premier is chosen, with no time limit on this process.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3190900/how-will-thailands-election-play-out



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Foreigner caught on Samui after scary SUV joyride								

								Driver hangs on for dear life after being yanked out of his seat
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																SURAT THANI - A foreign man believed to be experiencing hallucinations has been arrested on Koh Samui after dragging a driver from his SUV and taking off, forcing the driver to cling to the side of the moving vehicle for 3.5 kilometres, police said on Thursday.
The incident began on Highway 4169, the main road around the southern tourist island, in front of the Isan Krok Yai restaurant in tambon Bo Phut on Thursday morning. Witnesses said the man, about 35 years old and of unknown nationality, ran into the middle of the road and attempted to open the doors of several passing cars.

At one point, he waved down an Isuzu SUV that was being used for airport transfers. When the Thai driver opened his door, the man said something to him, then yanked him out of the driver's seat and onto the road.

The foreigner then climbed into the vehicle and sped off towards the Bo Phut intersection, while the driver managed to get up and cling to the door as the SUV accelerated away, shocking bystanders.

Police from a nearby public service point pursued on a motorcycle, radioed ahead to colleagues in Bo Phut, and managed to stop the vehicle at the Bo Phut T-junction -- about 3.5 kilometres from where the joyride started.

The suspect was taken to the Bo Phut police station but was unable to give a coherent statement. He underwent a medical examination and drug testing prior to charges being filed.

The driver told police that he had been on his way to pick up passengers at the Samui airport when the incident occurred.

"I saw the foreigner standing in the middle of the road waving for me to stop, so I thought the man needed help or wanted to ask something," the driver said.

"But he spoke incoherently and suddenly yanked me out. I then jumped up and clung onto the vehicle."

A Mae Nam resident who witnessed the incident said she saw the moment when the foreigner pulled the Isuzu driver out of his seat, and she really wanted to help but did not know what to do.

"Another foreign driver who had stopped to watch also did not dare to intervene because the man appeared to be hallucinating," she said.

No serious injuries were reported.

[image: A policeman pins down the suspect beside the airport-transfer SUV he seized earlier, after officers intercepted the vehicle at the Bo Phut T-junction, about 3.5km from where the incident began.]
A policeman pins down the suspect beside the airport-transfer SUV he seized earlier, after officers intercepted the vehicle at the Bo Phut T-junction, about 3.5km from where the incident began.
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									'Ong Bak' star reportedly battling cancer

									Condition of Tony Jaa said to be improving after chemotherapy
								

									Thai action movie star Tony Jaa has been receiving treatment for gallbladder cancer, according to local media outlets.
									The actor was first diagnosed in June 2024, the FM91 Traffic Police radio network reported. A source close to the actor told Nine Entertain that the initial diagnosis was stage 3, verging on stage 4.

However, Channel 3 reported that the Ong Bak star's condition had improved with chemotherapy but still required close supervision of doctors.

Fans became concerned recently when they noticed the actor was noticeably thinner in recent social media photos.

The Facebook page of Tony Jaa did not mention the diagnosis. In his latest post on Jan 31, he told fans that he was on an air travel trip related to his new music video.

"The journey is about to begin. One More Round," he wrote, referring to his recently launched MV teaser, One More Round.

Some supporters have started writing well-wishing messages on his social media page as the news about his health spread.

Born Tatchakorn Yeerum in the northeastern province of Surin and known locally as "Ja Phanom", the actor celebrated his 50th birthday on Thursday. 

After training in Muay Thai from age 10, followed by years as a stunt man, Tony Jaa had his breakthrough in 2003 with Ong Bak. The movie, which combines Thai boxing and other martial arts, attracted international recognition and led to two sequels.

He has since had roles in both Hollywood and Hong Kong productions. He was inducted into the Martial Arts History Museum Hall of Fame in 2017.
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									Waiting times halved at busiest Bangkok traffic lights								

								Adaptive control system proving successful at two notorious intersections
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																A new adaptive control traffic signal system to ease congestion at two of the city's busiest intersections -- Phra Khanong and Sukhumvit 71 (Pridi Banomyong) -- has already halved average waiting times to six minutes, according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).
The system adjusts traffic signals in real time based on vehicle flow, said Wissanu Subsompon, a Bangkok deputy governor, who inspected the system at the Sukhumvit 71 intersection on Wednesday.

Mr Wissanu said Phra Khanong is a complex junction where Sukhumvit Road meets Rama IV Road and Sukhumvit 71, and has long been a traffic bottleneck requiring extended waits at red lights.

"With adaptive control, signal timing adjusts dynamically to actual conditions," he said. "When vehicle queues are long, green-light duration is extended, allowing traffic to move more smoothly and reducing congestion."

Initial trials showed marked improvement. The system calculates traffic volume across both intersections and coordinates signal timing to ease congestion. As a result, traffic cycles were shortened from 12 minutes to six minutes, with further optimisation planned.

 Traffic police remain on standby to handle unusual situations such as breakdowns or emergency vehicles.

The adaptive control system uses CCTV cameras to detect and count vehicles, with data processed to automatically adjust green and red light durations in real time and synchronise signals across directions. This has resulted in shorter queues, reduced gridlock and smoother traffic flow.

"Bangkok is applying science, technology and data to traffic management to support police operations," Mr Wissanu said.
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																Thai Summit Group, the country's largest auto-parts manufacturer, is weighing a sale of its business amid mounting pressure from the global shift to electric vehicles, political uncertainty and family succession gaps, according to people familiar with the matter.
Multiple global investment banks have recently renewed pitches to the Juangroongruangkit family that owns the company, for a disposal that could fetch between $1.5 billion and $2 billion, the people said, asking to not be identified because the information is private. The firm has yet to appoint a financial adviser, and early-stage talks might not lead to a mandate.

While legacy auto suppliers in general are facing headwinds from technological disruption, generational handover issues have become increasingly common among Asia's family-owned businesses. Banks have also proposed US funds including CVC Capital Partners, Warburg Pincus and Blackstone, among others, to Thai Summit as potential suitors, without making formal approaches, the people said.

Thai Summit didn't responded to multiple emails seeking comment.

Members of the founding family, which built the company into a bedrock of Thailand's auto industry over several decades, have struggled to identify a successor to run the business after founder Pattana Juangroongruangkit passed away in 2002.

The company is currently led by Pattana's widow, Somporn Juangroongruangkit, who is also the mother of Future Forward Party co-founder Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit. Veteran politician Suriya Jungrungreangkit of the Pheu Thai Party is a brother of Pattana. 

Banks see a potential mandate to arrange a deal for Thai Summit as attractive given the rarity of Southeast Asian companies of this size that could come to market, the sources said.

A Wall Street bank estimated the sale in 2024 at a valuation of up to $2.8 billion, but talks failed to move beyond the pitch stage due to misaligned family interests, one of the people said. EV competition is now weighing on margins and expected to drag valuations lower.

The company generates more than $250 million in earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization on annual revenue exceeding $2.6 billion, and employs more than 20,000 people nationwide. It also runs factories in countries including China, Japan and India.

Thailand's automobile sales rose to a two-year high in 2025, led by EVs, which accounted for 45% of deliveries. Vehicle production is expected to total 1.5 million units in 2026, little changed from last year, according to figures from the Federation of Thai Industries released last week.
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									Mall Group seeks measures to spur consumer spending								

								Headwinds persist for mall operators
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																The Mall Group Co Ltd views fresh government stimulus measures, improved baht exchange rates and tourism as key drivers in reviving consumer spending this year.
Chief marketing officer Voralak Tulaphorn said the outlook for early 2026 remains challenging, describing the first quarter as "tiring" for retailers due to the absence of key government stimulus measures that previously supported consumer spending, notably the "Easy E-Receipt 2.0" and "Shop Dee Mee Kuen" schemes.

She urged the new government to prioritise policies that stimulate consumption, alongside measures to manage the strong baht and support tourism.

Ms Voralak said two key drivers could help revive the local retail sector this year: fresh consumer spending stimulus from the new administration, and improvements in currency and tourism dynamics.

"Thailand's strong baht and fluctuating tourist arrivals have weighed on spending momentum," she said.

She also highlighted how rapidly changing consumer behaviour is reshaping the retail landscape.

"Brands can become popular very quickly without clear reasons, and disappear just as fast. We have to read the game and adapt quickly," she said, adding that the company now reviews and adjusts its business plans monthly and quarterly.

Customer journeys in shopping malls have also shifted. Visitors tend to head directly to food zones, family attractions, specific target stores and supermarkets. Shoppers increasingly prefer buying only what they need rather than browsing extensively.

For 2026, The Mall Group's growth strategy focuses on three priorities: driving spending, intensifying promotions and organising highly targeted events.

"We focus more on the impact of events rather than the number of events, making them bigger and more segment-focused," she said.

One flagship effort is the "Joy Luck Love Chinese New Year 2026" campaign, for which the company has allocated around 240 million baht.

The campaign features extensive global collaborations with Chinese financial, digital lifestyle and travel platforms including Alipay, UnionPay and WeChat Pay.

Highlights of the campaign include Fire Horse-themed decorations and photo spots, a "Happy Chinese Market" offering over 3,000 auspicious dishes, worship activities for revered deities, imported cultural performances and red envelope promotions worth more than 8 million baht.

Running until March 4, the campaign is expected to generate about 4.2 billion baht in sales and lift foot traffic at participating malls by 15%.
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																FRANKFURT (GERMANY) - The European Central Bank held interest rates steady for its fifth straight meeting Thursday, saying the eurozone economy remained "resilient" despite mounting worries about the impact of a stronger euro.
As expected, the central bank for the 21-nation single-currency area kept its benchmark rate on hold at 2%, where it has been since June last year.

A marked strengthening of the euro last week, followed by news that eurozone inflation eased to 1.7% in January -- below the ECB's 2% target -- have fuelled debate about whether policymakers might start considering rate cuts.

But in a statement announcing the rate decision, the ECB said "inflation should stabilise" around its target in the medium term.

"The economy remains resilient in a challenging global environment," it said.

"Low unemployment, solid private-sector balance sheets, the gradual rollout of public spending on defence and infrastructure and the supportive effects of the past interest rate cuts are underpinning growth," it added.

Still, it warned that "the outlook is still uncertain, owing particularly to ongoing global trade policy uncertainty and geopolitical tensions".

US President Donald Trump's volatile trade policies in particular have unnerved Europe.

There was another flare-up last month when Trump threatened to hit eight European countries with new tariffs over their opposition to his desire to annex Greenland, but he later climbed down.

The ECB also used its typical language that rate decisions would be based on "a data-dependent and meeting-by-meeting approach".

"The Governing Council is not pre-committing to a particular rate path," it said.

The Bank of England also left its benchmark interest rate unchanged Thursday, at 3.75%, while cutting its forecasts for UK growth this year and next.

Strong euro jitters

A stronger currency makes imports cheaper, which could drive inflation down even further -- potentially leading consumers to delay purchases, with negative ripple effects across the economy.

But a strong euro can also weigh on the eurozone's crucial exporters, particularly Germany, as it makes the cost of companies' goods pricier overseas.

It could thus hit the eurozone economy at a time growth is starting to get back on track, potentially undermining efforts to close the gap with China and the United States.

All eyes will now be on ECB President Christine Lagarde's press conference after the rate decision, though she typically declines to comment on the future direction of monetary policy.

At recent meetings, she has emphasised that the central bank is in a "good place", though analysts say the recent currency moves mean this good place is looking somewhat less comfortable.

The euro has been gaining ground for some time, in particular due to worries about Trump's volatile policies, from levelling tariffs against trading partners to threatening to seize Greenland.

But it extended gains sharply last week as investors sold off the dollar, which briefly hit a four-and-a-half-year high above US$1.20. It has since eased, and was at $1.18 both immediately before and after the ECB's rate call.

The ECB does not target any particular exchange rate, but its officials do monitor currency movements as they could impact inflation.

A stronger euro is not all bad news, as it boosts household spending power at home and on holidays overseas.

The rise of the single currency also points to the growing appeal of Europe at a time of investor worries about the United States and Trump's unorthodox stewardship of the world's top economy.
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									Bitcoin drops below $70,000 as 'forced deleveraging' accelerates								

								Futures markets in a "forced deleveraging" phase, lowest level since November 2024
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																NEW YORK -- Bitcoin tumbled below US$70,000 Thursday as negative momentum deepened across cryptocurrencies, driven by vanishing marginal demand and this week's volatility in tech equities along with precious metals.
The token dropped as much as 4.6% to $69,271 in early New York trading, hitting its lowest level since November 2024. 

The slide is accelerating even as gold and silver retreat from recent highs that had prompted speculative traders to pivot from digital assets. Bitcoin is down about 45% from its October high, as big buyers like exchange-traded funds (ETFs) and digital-asset Treasuries beat a retreat.

"Price action across crypto has been undeniably heavy over the past 24 hours, with Bitcoin acting as the primary drag on broader sentiment," said Joel Kruger, markets strategist at LMAX Group. 

"That said, many of the hallmarks of capitulation are now in place: daily technicals are deeply oversold, the fear and greed index has slipped to extreme lows, and Bitcoin is now roughly 45% below its October peak."

Trading volumes remain weak, futures markets are in a "forced deleveraging phase," and inflows have dried up -- creating a demand vacuum where "sustained sell pressure" is forcing investors to exit at a loss, according to analysts at crypto research firm Glassnode.

 
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/investment/3191015/bitcoin-drops-below-70000-as-forced-deleveraging-accelerates



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Toyota to raise global hybrid car output by 30% in 2028 as EV demand slows								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
												

												[image: A man walks past the Toyota logo during a launch event in Mumbai, India, on Jan 20, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													A man walks past the Toyota logo during a launch event in Mumbai, India, on Jan 20, 2026. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																KYODO -- Toyota Motor Corp will increase its global hybrid vehicle production in 2028 by 30% from the level planned for this year, accounting for some 60% of its worldwide output, sources close to the matter said Thursday.
The plan, conveyed to parts suppliers, to make 6.7 million hybrid cars including plug-in hybrids in 2028 considers slowing electric vehicle (EV) demand that has forced the European Union (EU) to scale back its EV promotional policies. The United States has abolished tax incentives for EV purchases.

Toyota, the world's largest automaker by volume, said in November it will additionally invest up to US$10 billion in the United States over five years. The investment covers plans to boost hybrid car production.

The Japanese multinational automotive manufacturer aims to raise its global production including gasoline-powered vehicles and EVs to about 11.3 million units in 2028, according to the sources.

Hybrids made up more than 40% of Toyota's global sales of about 10.54 million vehicles in 2025.
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									Lufthansa and FedEx to invest $600 million in Philippines								

								Aviation and logistics ventures part of stepped-up foreign investment drive
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																Lufthansa and FedEx Corp are investing more than $600 million for separate facilities in a former US air base in the Philippines as the country moves to attract more foreign capital, according to a senior government official.
Lufthansa Technik Philippines, a joint venture between the Philippine firm MacroAsia Corp and Lufthansa Technik, is planning to pour in $400 million to build a maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) acility at Clark International Airport in Pampanga province, said Joshua Bingcang, president and chief executive officer of the Bases Conversion and Development Authority.

The agency develops former military land into business hubs, revenues from which help fund military modernisation.

The Philippines, which is lagging its Southeast Asian neighbors in attracting foreign investment, is positioning itself as a hub for companies looking to expand and diversify their operations into the region.

Foreign direct investment into the Philippines reached $9 billion in 2024, compared to between $11 billion and $24 billion for neighbors Indonesia, Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand, data from the Asean Investment Report show.

Lufthansa Technik Philippines, which has an existing operation in the capital's main airport, will build a facility in the next two to three years on a 15-hectare site that can serve planes as large as an Airbus A380 jumbo aircraft, Bingcang said on Thursday.

Singapore Airlines and Metrojet also have MRO stations in Clark, a major aviation hub outside of Manila.

FedEx, meanwhile, is expanding its current facility in Clark and will spend more than $200 million, Bingcang said.

Korean Water Resources Corp and Maynilad Water Services Inc have also submitted a proposal to partner with development authority to provide water and wastewater services, he said.
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									'Crisis of faith' pushes Bitcoin to 15-month low								

								Decline below $72,000 linked to risk-off sentiment across broader markets 
							

																Bitcoin slumped below $72,000, a level last seen 15 months ago, as a broad risk-off sentiment engulfed global markets on Thursday.
The largest cryptocurrency is extending a downward spiral that has produced a 42% decline from its peak in October last year.

Bitcoin came within a whisper of breaching $70,000 before recovering slightly to trade around $71,000 as of 9am local time in London. It is hovering around the lowest levels since Donald Trump's election win in November 2024.

"The market is currently navigating a crisis of faith," said Shiliang Tang, managing partner of Monarq Asset Management.

While earlier legs of the decline were driven by crypto-specific liquidations, the pressure this week has been tied to wider cross-asset stress.

Major markets entered a period of synchronised selling on Wednesday, with the Nasdaq 100 down more than 2% and losses spreading across software, chipmakers, and other rate-sensitive corners of the equity market.

Stock declines continued on Thursday, with most benchmarks in Asia and Europe moving lower.

Unlike equity markets, however, bitcoin and other tokens had already been sliding for months.

"Crypto sentiment is currently in extreme fear as the market has been routed over the last week," said Andrew Tu, head of business development at the crypto market maker Efficient Frontier.

"If $72,000 doesn't hold for bitcoin, it's highly likely we will visit $68,000 and potentially even decline back down to the lows of 2024 after the initial rally."

Flows to US-listed bitcoin exchange-traded funds remain choppy. After bout $562 million in net inflows on Monday, investors pulled out $272 million from the funds on Tuesday, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Scepticism about Bitcoin's role as a safe haven during market stress is also growing. The token is now down about 17% this year, and the broader crypto market has lost over $460 billion in value in the past week.
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																KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia has imposed a ban on imports of electronic waste, as it looks to tighten controls on  the entry of hazardous materials and safeguard the environment, the head of the country's anti-graft body said.
The Southeast Asian nation is among the world's top destinations for plastic waste and other scrap, but has struggled to fend off a deluge of generally illegal unrecyclable garbage.


Malaysia Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) chief commissioner Azam Baki, who chairs a government task force on the issue, said e-waste would be reclassified under the "Absolute Prohibition" category in customs regulations effective immediately.


"E-waste is no longer allowed to enter the country and strict enforcement will be needed involving all agencies," Azam said in a statement on Wednesday.


The task force is also discussing a proposal for a three-month moratorium on the importation of plastic waste, he said.


The announcement comes amid a probe into corruption linked to e-waste management.


Last week, MACC detained the  director-general and two other top officials of the environment department as part of an investigation into graft linked to illegal e-waste disposal activities, state news agency Bernama reported.


It is unclear how much e-waste is imported illegally into Malaysia. Environmental group Basel Action Network  in a report last year estimated that the United States alone exported about 32,947 tonnes of e-waste per month with Malaysia being  the primary recipient.


Many of the exports were likely illegal, it said.
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								Consumer price index contracts 0.66% in January from a year earlier
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																Thailand's annual headline inflation rate was negative for a 10th straight month  in January, driven by lower energy prices and government support measures, but is set to turn positive by April, the Ministry of Commerce said on Thursday.
The headline consumer price index (CPI) dropped 0.66% in January from a [?]year earlier, following an annual fall of 0.3% in the previous month, the ministry said.

The reading compared with a forecast decline of 0.4% in a Reuters poll, and remained well below the Bank of Thailand's inflation target range of  1% to 3%.

Bank of Thailand governor Vitai Ratanakorn [?]said earlier that inflation was expected to return to the target range next year.

Some economists expect the central bank to cut its interest rate, currently 1.25%, at its next meeting on Feb 25 to spur the sluggish economy, though both the central bank and the commerce ministry say deflation is not the problem.

The BoT has said that inflation was below its target range due mainly to supply-side factors, primarily in the manufacturing sector.

Weak inflation over the past year has also been driven by declines in energy and fresh food prices. Energy costs fell in line with global oil prices, it noted.

The ministry expects headline inflation to remain negative in February and March, averaging negative 0.43% for the first quarter, said Natiya Suchinda, deputy head of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office.

However, there is no deflation yet, with core CPI  still positive, she said.

Headline inflation is expected to turn positive from April, with the rate to increase to 0.5%, 0.9% and 1.15% in the second, third and fourth quarters respectively, Ms Natiya said.

"The expectation that inflation will return to positive territory in the second quarter is [?]due to seasonal factors, as summer months tend to  push up prices of fresh vegetables and fruits," she said.

Core CPI, which excludes  volatile energy and fresh food prices, rose 0.6% in January compared to a  year earlier.
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																Thai Summit Group, the country's largest auto-parts manufacturer, is weighing a sale of its business amid mounting pressure from the global shift to electric vehicles, political uncertainty and family succession gaps, according to people familiar with the matter.
Multiple global investment banks have recently renewed pitches to the Juangroongruangkit family that owns the company, for a disposal that could fetch between $1.5 billion and $2 billion, the people said, asking to not be identified because the information is private. The firm has yet to appoint a financial adviser, and early-stage talks might not lead to a mandate.

While legacy auto suppliers in general are facing headwinds from technological disruption, generational handover issues have become increasingly common among Asia's family-owned businesses. Banks have also proposed US funds including CVC Capital Partners, Warburg Pincus and Blackstone, among others, to Thai Summit as potential suitors, without making formal approaches, the people said.

Thai Summit didn't responded to multiple emails seeking comment.

Members of the founding family, which built the company into a bedrock of Thailand's auto industry over several decades, have struggled to identify a successor to run the business after founder Pattana Juangroongruangkit passed away in 2002.

The company is currently led by Pattana's widow, Somporn Juangroongruangkit, who is also the mother of Future Forward Party co-founder Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit. Veteran politician Suriya Jungrungreangkit of the Pheu Thai Party is a brother of Pattana. 

Banks see a potential mandate to arrange a deal for Thai Summit as attractive given the rarity of Southeast Asian companies of this size that could come to market, the sources said.

A Wall Street bank estimated the sale in 2024 at a valuation of up to $2.8 billion, but talks failed to move beyond the pitch stage due to misaligned family interests, one of the people said. EV competition is now weighing on margins and expected to drag valuations lower.

The company generates more than $250 million in earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization on annual revenue exceeding $2.6 billion, and employs more than 20,000 people nationwide. It also runs factories in countries including China, Japan and India.

Thailand's automobile sales rose to a two-year high in 2025, led by EVs, which accounted for 45% of deliveries. Vehicle production is expected to total 1.5 million units in 2026, little changed from last year, according to figures from the Federation of Thai Industries released last week.
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																CPN Retail Growth Leasehold Real Estate Investment Trust (CPNREIT) is reinforcing the strength of its high-quality asset portfolio by transforming Central Pinklao and Central Chiangmai Airport.
This investment strategy focuses on creating added value for assets and delivering sustainable returns to trust unitholders, while also strengthening confidence among retail partners to expand their businesses and achieve long-term growth.

Pattamika Pongsurayamas, chief executive of CPNREIT Management Co Ltd, the trust's manager, said the successful reopenings of Central Pinklao and Central Chiangmai Airport demonstrate its asset management strategy, which continues to deliver solid and consistent operating performance.

Following the transformations, the projects have received an overwhelmingly positive response from customers, reinforcing retailer confidence to expand their investments and grow over the long term, she said. This further affirms CPNREIT's position as Thailand's largest retail-focused REIT by market capitalisation.

Central Pinklao, a Class A asset with top-tier profitability, targets the new wealth segment while generating stable and consistent income growth.

Located in a prime district in western Bangkok, the project benefits from well-developed infrastructure and strong purchasing power.

With an investment budget of less than 1.1 billion baht, it has been transformed into a comprehensive lifestyle centre.

All floors have been revamped to accommodate more than 500 leading brands, while the food zone has been upgraded into a top-tier destination featuring 200 well-known restaurants.

The new Central Pinklao attracts a record high of 80,000 visitors per day, in addition to generating income from office buildings that help diversify risk.

Central Chiangmai Airport, located near the airport in the economic and tourism hub of northern Thailand, has undergone a major transformation. With an investment budget of roughly 806 million baht, the project was redesigned through enhanced master planning and a new mixed-use concept to attract quality tourists.

The expanded "Kad Luang" area accommodates more than 100 outlets, including Michelin-starred restaurants, local food vendors and souvenir shops.

The centre has also strengthened its tenant mix, with more than 350 leading global and local brands, including several debuting in the region.

Ms Pattamika said CPNREIT continues to pursue its long-term growth strategy, focusing on enhancing the potential of assets across its portfolio and consistently increasing asset value, with a target of doubling its asset size by 2032.

CPNREIT owns and invests in seven shopping centres -- Central Pinklao, Central Chiangmai Airport, Central Rama 2, Central Rama 3, Central Pattaya, Central Marina and Central Lampang -- four office buildings, namely Pinklao Tower A and B, The Ninth Towers and Unilever House, and one hotel -- the Hilton Pattaya.
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																While most hotels in Hat Yai have already resumed operations, insufficient flood relief has resulted in only 30% of shops and restaurants reopening, leading to a weak outlook for tourism revenue during the Chinese New Year, according to the Hat Yai Songkhla Hotels Association.
"The government relief measures for Hat Yai operators were insufficient, resulting in a slow recovery from the flooding," said Sitthipong Sitthiphataraprabha, president of the association.

He said most small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) were eligible for only a 9,000-baht relief subsidy per household, a loan of up to 100,000 baht for business recovery, and an additional loan of up to 100,000 baht for property repairs. The Public Relations Department of Songkhla said the province approved a housing assistance scheme of up to 49,500 baht for only 1,079 damaged properties, despite 25,246 properties being deemed eligible. Hat Yai is verifying 17,523 houses ahead of budget disbursement.

With only a small portion of the required budget received to resume operations, roughly 30% of shops in the city have reopened, said Mr Sitthipong.

Nearly all hotels in Hat Yai have reopened as normal, but most have relied on their own funds to restore their businesses, as hotels generally have stronger financial positions than SMEs. "Hat Yai is selling its urban charm to tourists, unlike destinations with the sea and natural attractions," he said. "It is difficult to promote the city when only hotels are open, but other attractions remain shuttered."

For Chinese New Year, Mr Sitthipong said forward bookings, particularly from Malaysian tourists, have been slow, with average occupancy across all hotels at less than 50%, compared with 60-80% occupancy in previous years.

Some hotels are offering discounts to boost occupancy during the peak period. He estimated fewer than 10,000 Malaysians a day would cross the two main checkpoints to visit the city, compared with more than 20,000 during past peak seasons.

Malaysians are shifting to other southern destinations instead of Hat Yai, such as Betong, Sungai Kolok, Phatthalung, Krabi and Phuket, said Mr Sitthipong.

Since the November floods, the association estimates that hotels and operators have lost about 7 billion baht in tourism revenue, stemming from flood damage, lost opportunities from the decline in Malaysian visitors and the cancellation of the SEA Games hosting.

The private sector is calling for more active marketing and events targeting Malaysian tourists, as well as additional soft loans of up to 40 million baht with a one-year interest-free period, said Mr Sitthipong. The Tourism and Sports Ministry said Songkhla welcomed 6.96 million visitors last year, a 6.3% decline. In December, visitor numbers dropped 35% to 410,162.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) plans to host the Amazing Thailand Chinese New Year 2026 in Hat Yai from Feb 17-20, featuring activities and a special performance from Fujian, China. The event organisers expect more than 40,000 visitors, generating 50 million baht.

Wajanan Silpawornwiwat, executive director for the southern region at the TAT, said the agency will organise media and influencer familiarisation trips next month from short-haul markets such as Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, India and Australia to promote Songkhla, Satun, Trang and Nakhon Si Thammarat. The TAT is planning a business-to-business matching event in April to connect Hat Yai operators with tourism buyers from across Thailand and Malaysia.
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																With Thai citizens heading to the polls this Sunday to decide which party will form the next government, I have decided to postpone my article on the economic crisis for another two weeks.
For now, I would prefer Thai voters to focus on which party is best placed to pull the economy out of its slump and avert the risk of a financial crisis. Will patriotic ideals do the job? Is the introduction of science and technology the solution? Or is fostering income equality the necessary first step? I already have my answer. How about readers?

Recently released economic data for December 2025 confirm that the economy is unlikely to avoid a financial crisis, as the government will require 860 billion baht in financing this year. Given weak economic growth, domestic sources of funding are insufficient, forcing the government to rely almost exclusively on external financing.

It is a basic fact that money does not fall from the sky nor grow on trees. No government in the world can indefinitely escape the dangers of persistently large fiscal deficits, even with heavy central bank intervention and a large domestic savings base. Japan is a living example. I will discuss this in more detail next time.

Today's article, instead, focuses on the roller-coaster movements of gold prices. Readers should bear in mind that this reflects the opinion of an economist, not a gold investor. The analysis is grounded in economic theory rather than current market hype -- just for a change. The discussion is presented in a question-and-answer format rather than a traditional narrative. Ready for the first question?

Is gold a good, risk-free asset?

Yes, it is -- and has been for thousands of years. Gold was first used as money in the Kingdom of Lydia some 2,600 years ago. Its adoption as a monetary medium facilitated trade by eliminating the need for barter, in which goods and services were exchanged directly through negotiation. Instead, goods and services could be exchanged for gold coins, which could then be traded back for other goods and services.

Why abandon the gold standard?

The answer is simple: there is not enough gold to support a growing economy. Under the gold standard, the money supply is tied to a country's gold reserves, as people can exchange paper currency for physical gold. Without new gold supply, no new money can be issued. Without new money, economic growth stalls.

Global gold supply increases by only 1-2% a year. Under a strict gold standard, world economic growth would therefore be constrained to the same rate.

Advocates of returning to the gold standard should bear this in mind. Perhaps it was precisely because the United States lacked sufficient gold to back the convertibility of dollars -- fixed at US$35 per ounce -- that President Richard Nixon abandoned the gold standard on Aug 15, 1971.

Central banks were thereafter free to print money to support economic growth without worrying about the adequacy of gold reserves in their vaults. Gold prices were left to the market rather than governments.

One year later, gold averaged about $63.84 per ounce in 1972, and by 1980 it had surged to around $615.

The fundamental value of gold?

As of 2026, my subjective estimate is $3,800 per ounce. Most analysts place the fundamental value in the range of $4,000 to $5,300.

My estimate rests on two facts. First, the world does not suffer from a shortage of gold.

Market prices are driven primarily by investment and speculative demand rather than economic fundamentals.

Second, the cost of mining gold is about $1,300 per ounce -- far below current market prices. Higher prices would naturally accelerate mining activity.

It is estimated that between 50,000 and 55,000 tonnes of gold remain underground, waiting to be extracted.

At present, new supply from mining amounts to around 3,000 tonnes per year. Demand for commercial use totals roughly 2,800 tonnes annually, including purchases by central banks of about 800 tonnes.

If supply and demand are broadly balanced, what explains the dramatic rise in gold prices? The answer is speculative and investment demand.

Investment demand alone amounts to about 2,200 tonnes per year, creating an effective shortage. In my judgement, this pushes the fundamental price of gold to around $3,800 per ounce.

Is the US dollar a good asset?

My answer is yes -- despite what speculators would like readers to believe. One commonly cited argument for pushing up gold prices is the alleged instability of the US dollar, supposedly undermined by large fiscal deficits and mounting debt.

To support these, speculators argue, the Federal Reserve is forced to print excessive amounts of money, steadily eroding the dollar's value.

Key data tell a different story. The most crucial indicator is the ratio of broad money to GDP. A high ratio suggests that a central bank is creating too much money relative to the size of its economy.

In the United States, this ratio stands at 100.7%, well below the global average of 141.2%.

The figures are strikingly higher for Japan and China, at 267.7% and 227.5% respectively. Thailand's ratio is 141.7%. Clearly, the Federal Reserve has been relatively conservative in its money creation.

Why gold prices spike -- then drop

There is no need to repeat the explanation. Investment and speculative demand dominate. Investors frequently distort market perceptions with claims about US dollar instability, geopolitical conflict, or central banks supposedly buying gold to return to a gold standard.

Will prices stay the same?

Let me return to the title: "In a world of uncertainty, gold provides comfort." There is therefore a strong possibility that gold prices may rise further in the short term, as global uncertainties persist.

If the Japanese government bond market were to collapse, investors worldwide might dump both US and Japanese bonds in favour of what they perceive as a safer asset -- gold.

Over the longer term, however, gold prices are likely to decline towards their fundamental value as increased supply enters the market. When exactly will that happen? If I knew the precise timing, I would already be very rich.
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																In January alone, there were eight school bus accidents, the Thailand Consumer Council says -- a prominent civic group campaigning for school bus safety. These incidents claimed one life and injured 122 others, yet they were treated as snippet news that drew little public attention.
Understandably, the country's collective focus has shifted to election campaigns and the public charter referendum scheduled for Sunday. While traffic accidents may seem far removed from a national election, there are pressing questions that need to be asked. Is traffic safety -- or the safety of school buses -- included in party manifestos? Do politicians and their parties have any innovative or bold policies to protect students' lives? The Ministry of Transport says about 540,000 students -- roughly half a million -- used school bus services in 2022.

Anyone hoping for inspiring electoral pledges on this issue will likely be disappointed. Despite Thailand's notoriously high road death toll, public road safety rarely features prominently in election platforms. Where policies exist, they are often treated as non-core and placed low in party manifestos, unlike cash handouts, welfare expansion, debt relief, subsidies or political reform.

There are policies, but they are too general and too vague to inspire confidence. Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai promise to use artificial intelligence to improve traffic safety. The People's Party pledges better-designed traffic spaces to reduce accidents. Thai Kao Mai proposes a special law and a national committee to oversee road safety. The Democrat Party has pledged to create a road safety fund, using its resources to finance small pilot projects in 10 local administrations to place public school buses under local government management. While interesting, the proposal lacks ambition.

For many parties, transport policy remains focused on mass transit investment, electric train subsidies and the use of digital technology to build "smart cities". Parties emphasise free education, student loan relief and education reform. But how can the education system improve when students still face daily risks simply getting to school?

This reflects a deeper problem. Traffic safety is often viewed as a technocratic or regulatory issue best left to transport and education ministries. Without political will from policymakers, lawmakers and the national government, bureaucratic responses to accidents remain reactive and short-lived.

The Thailand Consumer Council says there are around six school bus accidents every month. These incidents are not acts of misfortune. At present, only 3,342 of roughly 45,000 vehicles operating as school buses are properly registered. Because school transport is managed by individual schools rather than treated as public transport, minivans and even songthaew are commonly contracted to serve as school buses. The next government and lawmakers must give this life-and-death issue the attention it deserves. Treating it as non-core reflects a failure at the parliamentary level. How can politicians aspire to build smart cities or join the OECD when the country cannot even guarantee safe school transport for its children?
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									Himalayan dam, regional stakes								

															

																Situated on the Yarlung Tsangpo River (Brahmaputra), China's latest Himalayan mega project promises enough electricity to power hundreds of millions, yet its effects could ripple far beyond Tibet, shaping water security, agriculture, and climate resilience across South and Southeast Asia.
The Yarlung Tsangpo -- as this gigantic dam project is named -- comprises five cascade dams along a steep Himalayan gorge at the river's dramatic 'Great Bend.'

Project construction officially began in 2025, and it is projected to generate 300 billion kWh annually. At an estimated cost of 1.2 trillion yuan (5.37 trillion baht), it will be the world's largest dam and will wield far-reaching impacts on riparian countries and downstream areas, including India, Bangladesh, and Southeast Asia.

The project's location amplifies both hydrological and strategic significance. Medog County lies just 30km from the contested border with India. It's a remote site -- sandwiched between mountains and plunging nearly 2,000km over a 50km stretch -- that offers ideal conditions for hydropower generation.

The river rises on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, flows into India as the Siang, becomes the Brahmaputra in Assam, and the Jamuna in Bangladesh before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. Along this course, it sustains roughly 130 million people, provides nearly one-third of India's freshwater resources, supports fisheries for two million Bangladeshi fishermen, and meets 55% of irrigation needs. For India, the river is essential for both water and energy security, while for China, it plays a more limited national role but remains significant for Tibet's agricultural and energy industries.

Chinese authorities describe the design as run-of-the-river with diversion tunnels that return water with minimal net flow alteration. Yet its scale and proximity to a disputed border raise questions: is this primarily a decarbonisation and growth initiative, or a new phase in Beijing's Himalayan power play where water, technology, and geopolitics converge?

China's pursuit of the Yarlung Tsangpo project reflects converging economic, energy, and technological priorities. Beyond stimulating Tibet's economy and promoting local socioeconomic development, large-scale hydropower is central to Beijing's low-carbon transition. China holds the world's largest hydropower potential -- 676 million kilowatts -- yet Tibet's share, roughly 30%, remains largely untapped. The Yarlung Tsangpo could help the country achieve carbon neutrality by 2060.

Technological and industrial ambitions add another layer. China's rapidly expanding AI sector and nationwide 5G rollout require enormous energy. With the country struggling to meet power demand at various times, hydropower can help provide stable, low-carbon energy to support these efforts while also giving China a strategic edge in the US-China technology race.

The project aligns with the Eastern Data, Western Computing initiative, which encourages the siting of data centres in renewable-rich western regions to ease eastern grid strain and promote green data centres. Tibet's regional plans position hydropower as a key industry, with partnerships signed with major state-owned enterprises. Authorities project annual revenues of roughly 20 billion yuan from electricity exports to energy-stressed provinces and potentially Southeast Asia.

While domestic benefits are clear, regional implications will be profound. Alterations to flows, sediment transport, or river ecology could exacerbate water stress, threaten agriculture and fisheries, and heighten flood risks in riparian countries and downstream.

China downplays that the run-of-the-river design, combined with plenty of natural water supply in the Brahmaputra basin's hydrology, will limit downstream impact. Yet sediment loss could harm delta fertility in Bangladesh, and seismic risks in this earthquake-prone zone raise fears of potential structural failure.

India has accelerated its own US$77 billion (2.4 trillion baht) Brahmaputra hydropower push, including the Upper Siang project, framing it partly as national security. Mutual distrust heightens the stakes, and no binding transboundary agreement exists because neither China nor India is a party to the UN Watercourses Convention.

There are also implications for Southeast Asia. The project amplifies shared vulnerabilities to climate-driven water stress. Upstream mega-infrastructure could influence Bay of Bengal ecosystems, fisheries, and delta resilience in ways that echo longstanding concerns over China's upstream dams on the Mekong River. These parallels highlight broader hydro-politics in Asia: upstream control without binding multilateral mechanisms risks perceptions of "hydro-hegemony."

Yet opportunities exist. If energy from the Yarlung Tsangpo dam is exported via cross-border grids or integrated into frameworks like the proposed Asean Power Grid, Southeast Asian states could gain a stake in management, fostering energy diplomacy and regional integration.

The Yarlung Tsangpo hydropower project embodies China's attempt to combine economic growth, low-carbon transition, and technological advancement with strategic positioning along a sensitive frontier. Its consequences extend far beyond Tibet, potentially reshaping water flows, energy networks, and climate resilience across South and Southeast Asia. For Asean, the stakes are clear: both risks and opportunities lie in monitoring and participating in cross-border initiatives. Sustained dialogue on data sharing, joint monitoring, and cooperative renewable energy projects will be essential in the decades ahead.

Genevieve Donnellon-May is the Director of Food & Water Research. She is also a Vasey Fellow at the Pacific Forum in the United States and a non-resident fellow at the Yokosuka Council on Asia-Pacific Studies (YCAPS) in Japan. Genevieve is also an associated fellow at the Institute for Security Development Policy in Sweden.
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									Trump's biggest energy bet is in AI, not Venezuela								

															

																US President Donald Trump's naval blockade of Venezuela, his administration's recent capture of its president, Nicolas Maduro, and Mr Trump's efforts to assert control over the country's oil reserves are the kind of aggressive unilateral moves that often dominate news headlines. Framed by Mr Trump as a modern revival of the Monroe Doctrine, the so-called Donroe Doctrine evokes a 19th-century imperial playbook focused on securing territory, removing destabilising adversaries, and seizing natural resources.
All of that makes for dramatic television, but a potentially more consequential shift in American foreign policy may be unfolding off-camera. Over the past few weeks, the State Department has outlined a framework for a multinational alliance designed to secure the entire value chain of the AI economy. While the US intervention in Venezuela seeks to resolve a geopolitical crisis that has simmered for decades, the "Pax Silica" project aims to build the industrial architecture needed to confront future shocks.

These contradictory objectives reveal a fundamental tension in the administration's foreign-policy agenda. At its core, the intervention in Venezuela is a military operation wrapped in the language of energy security. While removing a regime heavily involved in drug trafficking and open to Iranian and Russian influence addresses a genuine source of regional instability, and alleviating the suffering of the Venezuelan people is a worthy goal, the administration's public case has focused overwhelmingly on oil.

Yet Venezuelan oil is ultimately a distressed asset. The sector is technologically outdated, capital-intensive, and feeds into a global market that is already well supplied. Even if production could be restored and tightly controlled, the payoff -- more oil -- offers limited strategic upside for the United States, which already holds abundant reserves. At the same time, the burden of reconstruction would fall largely on America's shoulders.

Pax Silica, by contrast, reflects a growing recognition that energy dominance is no longer just about extracting hydrocarbons but also about converting energy and raw materials into computational power. Announced with relatively little fanfare, the alliance -- initially comprising the US, Japan, South Korea, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Australia, Israel, and Singapore -- aims to secure every link in the AI supply chain, from mineral extraction to advanced manufacturing and data-centre logistics. The recent accession of the United Arab Emirates and Qatar, together with India's likely entry, underscores the momentum behind this positive-sum partnership.

Unlike the unilateralist Donroe Doctrine, Pax Silica functions as a buyers' club: it spreads risk, builds capacity, and links countries through comparative advantage. In doing so, it mirrors the vertically integrated industrial strategies that powered China's rise as a manufacturing colossus.

For years, volatile commodity prices and uncertain demand have underpinned Western capital markets' reluctance to finance upstream mining projects. Pax Silica seeks to overcome this constraint by hardwiring supply and demand, linking Australian lithium mines directly to South Korean battery factories and Dutch lithography firms. By offering a clear line of sight from the mine shaft to the server rack, the alliance reduces uncertainty and assures investors that upstream resources have a guaranteed downstream destination. Crucially, it treats energy not as an end in itself, but as a key input required to power supply chains and expand computing capacity.

This approach marks a sharp departure from the long-held neoliberal belief that efficient markets alone can deliver strategic security. Instead, Pax Silica rests on the premise that competing with state-led economies requires active coordination across borders and industries.

For the alliance to succeed, however, that insight must be matched by the same level of political commitment and enthusiasm (minus the military and coercive tactics) that the administration has shown for its more news-friendly Venezuela intervention. In practice, this would require progress on three fronts.

The first is capital. The US and its partners must demonstrate that Pax Silica is backed by real investment, not merely parallel domestic initiatives. Large-scale public and private financing should reflect a shared strategic vision and be capable of accelerating project development, expanding markets, and supporting trade.

Second, the alliance must continue to expand in order to close persistent capability gaps. While its current members command substantial financial resources and advanced manufacturing capacity, they lack certain critical material inputs and sufficient labour. The exclusion of Canada, despite its mineral wealth and deep integration with the US defence industrial base, is a serious strategic oversight that should be addressed before Canada strengthens its strategic ties with China, as the two countries' recent bilateral trade agreement suggests it might.

There are encouraging signs that expansion is already underway. The new US-Taiwan trade agreement, in particular, offers a pathway to integrate Taiwan's indispensable manufacturing-process expertise. Without it, the alliance can design semiconductors and build machines, but cannot reliably mass-produce the advanced chips that underpin today's global economy. Bringing in Vietnam and India would further challenge China's monopoly on rare-earth permanent magnets while providing the skilled industrial workforce needed to scale production.

The third requirement is effective enforcement. Building an AI supply chain is futile if state-subsidised competitors can flood the market and drive new entrants into insolvency. Preventing domestic producers from being wiped out by below-cost dumping requires coordinated trade tools, strategic price floors, and other flexible arrangements aimed at countering predatory pricing.

The Donroe Doctrine and Pax Silica serve very different ends. In Venezuela, the US has flexed geopolitical muscle to reduce the influence of external actors in the Western Hemisphere. Pax Silica, meanwhile, is global in scope and represents a strategic investment in future drivers of growth and innovation.

Ultimately, directing energy resources toward AI and advanced manufacturing offers a far more durable foundation for global influence than controlling oil reserves whose long-term value is questionable at best. With its Venezuela intervention, the Trump administration has demonstrated its willingness to assert US power in Latin America and the Caribbean. Whether it can muster the diplomatic and economic skill needed to shape the economy of tomorrow, however, remains an open question. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Sarah Ladislaw, former senior director for climate and energy at the National Security Council (2023-24), is Founding Director of the New Energy Industrial Strategy Center.
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																Social feeds are hitting differently lately, teeming with a younger crowd at parks. Instead of the strobes and neon of a nightclub, the feed is filled with morning mist and the greenery of public parks. 
This shift marks a stark contrast to previous generations. Today, you are more likely to find Gen Z hitting the running track at dawn than stumbling out of an entertainment venue after an all-nighter.

While flaunting bottle service at a luxury club once defined social status, the premium lifestyle has pivoted toward the pursuit of physical resilience. Today, a strong body and a clean prescription of health are the new signifiers of wealth. The public parks - once the exclusive sanctuary of retirees and the middle-aged - are now bustling with a new demographic.

For Gen Z, the act of running is more than exercise, yet it is a public display of self-nurture and discipline. In a world of fleeting trends, the grit required to hit the running track at dawn has become the ultimate self-reliant flex.

This wellness flex is captured as content on social media, fuelled largely by the Strava application. This app has transformed raw exercise data, such as kilometres logged, pace, global positioning system (GPS), heart rate and elevation gained, into a form of creative performance, allowing runners to post their grit as a digital trophy. It creates a gamified loop of self-improvement, pushing users to outpace their personal bests to overcome their previous statistics. As this self-love trend dominates the feed, the ubiquitous party check-in, dripping with alcohol and late-night revelry, is rapidly fading into a digital relic.

Financially, the scales are shifting. While thousands of baht might vanish in a single night of bottle service, leaving behind nothing but a fading memory and a morning hangover. The running community are also using their money, yet with a different goal. Investing in high-performance footwear or top-tier smartwatches is no longer seen as an extravagance. It is viewed as a down payment on longevity, strengthening the preservation of knees and joints. Gen Z is treating health as an asset, turning self-care into a high-yield, long-term investment.

Beyond the physical gains, the shift is deeply social. While the traditional alcohol-fuelled network often relies on the blurred lines of late-night revelry, where self-control slips and conversations are often forgotten by tomorrow, instead the running community offers a more grounded alternative. These sweat-equity bonds, forged on the pavement at dawn or after office hours, are built on shared discipline and sincerity. In these circles, the dialogue revolves around physical and mental longevity rather than fleeting, drunken promises. For the modern generations, these morning miles are becoming the foundation for more resilient and meaningful social connections.

That said, the trend has limits. Wellness can be performative, and not everyone has time, safe spaces or funds for expensive gear. The gamification of fitness can encourage unhealthy comparison or overtraining. A fuller reckoning should acknowledge these blind spots.

If longevity is the new flex, we should aim to make it inclusive. Employers, urban planners and brands can support safer, accessible public spaces, community programmes and affordable options. 

Celebrate the morning miles, but make sure everyone can lace up.
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																In 2025, the dollar index, which measures the greenback's strength against a basket of major currencies, fell by roughly 9.4%. Over the same period, the United States' average effective tariff rate rose by around 14.4 percentage points, from 2.4% to 16.8%, according to the Yale Budget Lab. Taken together, these shifts imply that, in the import trade domain, the US experienced an effective exchange-rate depreciation of around 24%.
Such a scenario is politically attractive to the US because it protects manufacturing competitiveness and generates additional tariff revenue while the dollar remains relatively stable. That stability, in turn, helps support the prices of US Treasuries and other dollar assets, reducing the risk of a vicious cycle of broad depreciation, unmoored inflation, capital outflows, and financial-market stress.

But the balance-of-payments "mirror" remains. So long as the dollar is the world's reserve currency of choice, persistent net capital inflows into the US -- which necessarily correspond to America's current-account deficit -- are unlikely to disappear, making structural imbalances hard to resolve. In fact, this dynamic may generate additional costs, which will likely fall disproportionately on non-US economies, especially emerging markets.

Historically, the dollar has weakened when the US Federal Reserve eases monetary policy, US long-term yields fall, and global investors' risk appetite improves -- conditions that loosen international financing constraints and expand offshore dollar liquidity. But this time around, the dividend from a weak dollar may be sharply discounted, because tariffs act as a wedge that "pre-adjusts" relative prices in international trade, reducing the nominal exchange-rate depreciation required for external rebalancing.

That shift has three consequences for the rest of the world. First, trade and investment slow together, weakening the microfoundations of dollar liquidity spillovers. US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs have dragged down growth in global goods trade. And when trade flows contract, corporate demand for dollar-denominated trade finance and supply-chain credit falls, and cross-border dollar creation slows accordingly.

Moreover, in October 2025, United Nations Trade and Development (UNCTAD) noted that global foreign direct investment has remained weak -- down 3% in the first half of 2025 -- and that persistent tariff uncertainty has driven investors to adopt a wait-and-see stance. This implies that even if the greenback weakens in nominal terms, the periphery may receive less effective dollar liquidity than it does in a typical depreciation cycle.

Second, tariff-induced price pressures push up inflation expectations and amplify policy uncertainty in the US, which may impede declines in long-term yields and the term premium, thereby constraining the fall in global interest rates for risk-free assets. Heightened uncertainty can also lift risk premia worldwide, dampening the spillover effects of a weaker dollar, including higher risk appetite and renewed capital inflows into emerging markets.

To be clear, the effective exchange-rate depreciation of around 24% reflects the relative price distortion on the trade side; it does not suggest that import prices mechanically rise by that amount. Even so, its effects on inflation and monetary policy may appear with a lag and become more visible in 2026. The International Monetary Fund found that tariff pass-through to prices has so far been relatively mild, but that the effects could be delayed. At the same time, it emphasised that higher tariffs and uncertainty complicate the trade-offs faced by central bankers.

Third, emerging markets will struggle with asymmetric shocks and shrinking policy space. As I have previously argued, "reciprocal" tariffs will widen the North-South divide, because lower-income countries are often hit with higher rates. In this situation, weaker exports and declining capital inflows more readily lead to slower growth and currency depreciation -- a trap from which policymakers struggle to escape.

Currency depreciation on its own can trigger imported inflation or increase the burden of dollar-denominated debt, placing central bankers in the challenging position of balancing interest-rate spreads, exchange-rate stability, and foreign-exchange intervention. This means that financial conditions may not improve as much as one would expect in a weaker dollar environment.

In short, this is not simply another round of protectionism. Instead, adjustment pressures have been reallocated: For the US economy, the trade side receives an "effective" depreciation through the tariff wedge, while the financial side seeks stability. Whether such an arrangement can persist, however, depends on four conditions.

First, tariff-driven advantages must translate into real additional capacity and productivity gains. Second, inflation must be contained. If tariffs entrench core inflation over time, the Fed will have much less room for manoeuvre.

Third, non-US economies must continue to comply; otherwise, an increase in retaliatory action would eat away at America's trade-side gains and create more uncertainty. Fourth, the world must continue to believe that US debt is a safe asset. If term premia continue to rise amid mounting concerns about America's fiscal sustainability, the financial side's "relative stability" will weaken and could spill back into the real economy.

If any of these conditions is not met, the dollar's effective depreciation on the trade side and its continued stability on the financial side may begin to work against each other, forcing the US economy into a painful rebalancing. But until then non-US economies should not assume a weaker greenback will deliver the usual relief.

We may be entering a tariff-era version of what then-US Treasury Secretary John Connally famously described in 1971 as "our currency, your problem". (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Qiyuan Xu, a senior fellow at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, is the author of many books, including 'Reshaping the Global Industrial Chain: China's Choices'.
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																The world's oldest profession has always been a taboo subject in Thai society, even in our politics so it was encouraging to see at least five political parties -- the Pheu Thai Party, the People's Party, the Movement Party, the Thai Sang Thai Party, and the Democrat Party -- agree that the current Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act B.E. 2539 (1996) needs to be repealed.
Their reasons are valid.

This law is unrealistic and counterproductive. Despite the scale of the sex industry in Thailand, sex work remains criminalised under the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act 1996.

Make no mistake: Policymakers and politicians have long had a goal -- albeit a distant one -- of decriminalising prostitution. In October 2023, sex work was classified as a "regulatory offence", a move framed as a pretext to promote decriminalisation.

This term means sex workers breach government regulations rather than traditional criminal law, which is often focused on public safety or administration rather than moral wrongdoing.

Under the new regulation, only officials from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security can impose fines.

In reality, this legal concept has not led to meaningful change.

Sex workers are often exploited by officials through extortion and bribes, as the legal status of the job remains grey. Issues of unfair pay, overwork, and abuse by both employers and clients have often gone unaddressed.

A law that has been used for three decades clearly needs updating. It does not reflect the reality of Thailand, where sex workers are part of the economy. Their services are linked to tourism, which brings revenue into the country.

In the upcoming national election, these five parties have included policies aimed at improving the lives and legal status of sex workers in Thailand.

The Pheu Thai Party promises to enable sex workers to access social welfare under labour laws.

The People's Party promises to decriminalise sex workers and improve their rights. The party also pledges to push for an Anti-Discrimination Bill.

The Movement Party -- the newly formed party led by veteran international human rights expert Kannavee Suebsaeng -- advocates the decriminalisation of sex workers. Mr Kannavee vows to bring sex work under the protection of the International Labour Organization's Recommendation No.204, helping sex workers enter the formal economy.

The Thai Sang Thai Party supports decriminalisation and focuses on raising social awareness.

The Democrat Party agrees that the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act 1996 has failed to reduce crimes such as trafficking and instead creates grey markets and bribery. The party focuses on tackling human trafficking, which is closely linked to the sex industry. On the economic front, it supports policies that would allow sex workers to work under proper and fair contracts.

Regrettably, these electoral pledges form only a small part of broader campaign promises put forward by candidates and political parties. Most focus on bread-and-butter issues such as social welfare for workers -- from which sex workers are often excluded -- wage hikes, cash stimulus measures, and, of course, political reform.

This was evident in the response to the forum titled "Sex (Worker) and the City", organised by the Service Workers in Group Foundation (SWING Foundation). The forum, held on Jan 26 at Soi Cowboy -- one of Thailand's most famous red-light districts, alongside Patpong and Nana -- was organised by civic groups advocating equal rights for sex workers.

It goes without saying that while the organisers extended invitations to every political party, only these five attended.

I truly welcomed these five parties' genuine interest in improving protection for Thai sex workers, even if some of the promises remain largely aspirational. Simply showing up at a small forum like this speaks volumes and means a great deal to the community.

Despite sensing their genuine interest in improving sex workers' welfare, I still have many doubts.

When politicians and experts talk about "sex workers", they often mean full-time sex workers. However, defining sex work as only a full-time and static job does not reflect reality, where sex work can occur at various points along the supply chain.

A classic example is masseurs. Officially, they earn a living providing massage services. In reality, some may offer sexual services occasionally when facing financial hardship.

Even office workers may moonlight as sex workers when they face financial constraints. Are they considered sex workers, freelance sex workers, or neither?

Based on these examples, if the next government is sincere about decriminalising or legalising the world's oldest profession, lawmakers must first clear all doubts before defining who qualifies as a sex worker -- and who does not.

The nature of this profession is complex and flexible.

Moreover, when discussing "sex work", it is necessary to clearly define what types of work fall under this term.

I raise this because when "sex work" is used as an umbrella term to include all work related to sex, important questions arise. Should online content creators on platforms such as OnlyFans, or those who run subscription-based chat groups, be considered sex workers? What policies are needed to protect them from online abuse or the non-consensual leaking of content?

Next, lawmakers must consider the layered identities within the sex industry. There are migrant sex workers -- including foreign labourers -- working in Thailand, and there have been underreported tensions over claims that foreign workers are taking jobs from Thai sex workers.

Furthermore, some have abused tourist visas to work in Thailand's sex industry, while others have been exploited by employers through unfair pay or excessive working hours.

Regardless of whether sex work is decriminalised or legalised, the next government must address this group in its policies, balancing protection of foreign sex workers' rights with national security concerns.

Needless to say, the next government must also ensure sex workers have access to social welfare.

Another key issue is how to ensure lifelong protection for ageing sex workers. There are many older sex workers who have spent their entire lives in this industry.

According to field reporting I conducted in Pattaya, many face a dilemma: they cannot start anew in old age due to limited education, yet they can no longer compete with younger workers. Some return home without a single baht in their pockets.

The situation worsened during global disruptions such as the Covid-19 pandemic, when these sex workers became among the most vulnerable -- lacking income, technological skills, and competitive advantages.

How would they survive if a similar crisis occurs again?

These are just some of the concerns surrounding sex worker legislation that focuses solely on sex workers themselves.

I have not even touched on homeless sex workers, whose identities are far more complex, nor on consumer protection in a market where prices are highly variable and opaque.

As such, regardless of the legislative approach, comprehensive, clear, and inclusive policies are required to ensure protection for every relevant stakeholder in Thailand's sex industry.
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																The video of Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt opening the new Phran Nok-Phutthamonthon Sai 4 Road lasts only a few seconds, yet it has gone viral for that exact reason. In an era of elaborate ceremonies, the footage is a testament to bureaucratic restraint -- proving that when leaders prioritise pragmatism over pageantry, the public wins.
Mr Chadchart and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) team have earned well-deserved recognition for what netizens are taunting as the "fastest, most efficient road inauguration" in recent memory.

After a final inspection of the newly completed road, Mr Chadchart simply shouted, "Open it", to launch the thoroughfare.

The no-frills ceremony was over in seconds -- a refreshing reminder that the true purpose of a road launch is to let vehicles drive on it. The fact that this event has been widely shared and celebrated suggests it has captured the public imagination, weary of superfluous bureaucratic fanfare.

While most infrastructure projects are inaugurated with red carpets, long-winded speeches, and endless photo opportunities, the Bangkok governor offers a vital alternative.

He shows that it is possible to forgo the "ribbon-cutting" and other ritualistic fluff that serve little purpose beyond delaying public use.

By embracing a frugal approach, Mr Chadchart underscores a crucial shift in bureaucratic priorities: efficiency must outweigh pageantry. He has clearly shown that public benefit should always come before the "face" of an organisation or its leaders.

The unprecedented nod to pragmatism emphasises the shift towards "agile governance".

More importantly, it demonstrates a profound respect for both time and taxpayer money. Every hour a road is closed for a ceremony is an hour of lost productivity for commuters and officials who must attend.

The budget that would otherwise be spent on backdrops, catering, and sound systems can be redirected towards more pressing needs.

The shift in inauguration style should not end as just an isolated incident or mere PR win. While a grand opening "ceremony" may be justified when a show of gratitude is needed -- most notably for private donors -- this is certainly not the case for public assets.

For decades, the opening of public roads, buildings, bridges, or parks has been presided over by politicians or bureaucrats who often treat these projects as a "gift" to the people.

But these public projects are funded by taxpayer money. Their purpose is public utility, not the glorification of the person cutting the ribbon.

The fact that this brief, seemingly insignificant moment of road inauguration has gone viral and become widely discussed indicates public yearning for a more humble and agile form of leadership -- a form of governance that prioritises efficiency over visuals. It shows that the Thai public now values results over rituals, and transparency over traditional hierarchy.

As more public infrastructure developments are set to be unveiled, the "Chadchart inauguration model" should become the new standard. It proves that even without a lengthy speech or media fanfare, a leader's strength still shows through.

It is time for the rest of the bureaucracy to step up and adopt this new normal. Stop the pomp and start showing results.
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																The Iranian regime is brutal, fanatical and corrupt. It has just committed the mass murder of its own citizens in the city streets and in their own homes. But the story we are told about Iran's pursuit of nuclear weapons is very misleading.
Let's begin with the two President George Bushes. Just 12 years after George Senior defeated Iraq in 1991 and forced dictator Saddam Hussein to destroy all his "weapons of mass destruction" (just poison gas, really), George W Bush Jr invaded Iraq again in 2003. That time round, it was completely the wrong country, but he did it anyway.

The main reason Bush Junior believed that Saddam was lying and really had nuclear weapons was that the Iraqi dictator obstructed the work of UN inspectors. He caused enough delay to rouse everybody's suspicions about Iraqi nuclear weapons. Why did he do that?

Probably because he lived in a very dangerous neighbourhood: Israel, Egypt, Syria, Iran and Saudi Arabia were all his enemies. He wanted them to fear that he really did have weapons of mass destruction in order to deter them from attacking Iraq. It might even prevent the United States from having another go.

It was a dangerous game, bound to raise suspicions about Iraqi nukes everywhere, and in the end, it did kill Saddam. After the 2003 invasion, American experts spent a year searching Iraq for evidence of Saddam's alleged "weapons of mass destruction" and found nothing, but they hanged him anyway.

Why bring all this up 20 years later? Because a similar kind of logic may apply to Iran's "nuclear weapons programme".

Iran was not part of the Arab-Israeli confrontation under the Shah's regime, and the nuclear power programme he launched in the early 1970s did not seek to create nuclear weapons. Israel's nuclear weapons, acquired in the 1960s, did not worry the Shah either.

The 1979 revolution in Iran brought to power an Islamist regime that saw a nuclear-armed Israel as a potential threat. However, the new Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, declared the development and use of weapons of mass destruction forbidden on moral and religious grounds -- and he meant it.

This was not to Iran's advantage. In the 1980s, Iraq invaded Iran with American backing in order to destroy the new and destabilising regime of the ayatollahs. Saddam Hussein's troops were flooding the battlefields with poison gas, while the Iranian defenders were banned from replying in kind.

The episode shows how seriously Iran's Islamic rulers take their own religious decrees. Abstaining from chemical "weapons of mass destruction" probably caused the deaths of tens of thousands of Iranian soldiers. We too should take the ayatollah's decrees seriously, because that would open the way to an alternative explanation of Iranian behaviour.

There is no evidence that Iran even considered nuclear weapons until Pakistan and India tested their first nuclear weapons in 1998. There was then clearly some dalliance in Tehran with the notion of getting a "threshold" nuclear capacity (just short of weapons-grade), but that was halted after an opposition group revealed it in 2003. In 2015, Iran signed an agreement backed by all the great powers that restricted it to 3.67% enrichment of uranium, useful for civil reactors but far below the level needed for nuclear weapons. The sanctions that had been imposed on Iran were removed, and all went well -- until Donald Trump tore up the agreement in 2018.

Israelis are as obsessed by the threat from Iran, small though it is in practice, as the ayatollahs are obsessed with Israel. They don't even share a border, and Israel has hundreds of nuclear weapons versus Iran's none.

Mr Trump was able to force the other signatories to reimpose sanctions on Iran, and the Iranian economy crashed. After two years, the Iranians began inching up the degree of enrichment, carefully announcing each increase, in an attempt to put pressure on the countries that had let the agreement die.

Five years later, a lot of uranium has reached 60% enrichment, the last step before weapons-grade enrichment, and still the same fools are in charge on both sides.

Three plausible conclusions:

1: Ayatollah Khamenei has followed the same stupid strategy as Saddam Hussein, and is approaching the same ugly consequences.

2: The "nuclear threat" from Iran's enriched uranium may have been deliberately encouraged by Iran in the past to create leverage that evades (but does not violate) a fatwa that bans the manufacture or use of weapons of mass destruction. (It's okay to pretend.)

3: Lots of people will be killed for no good reason.
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																The Philippines' Asean chairmanship will be one of the most exciting periods for the bloc.
This maritime country faces many pending issues and challenges. Geopolitical shifts have accelerated sharply in recent weeks, requiring the chair's diplomatic acumen to withstand a political tsunami. This year's official theme of the Philippines' Asean chairmanship is aptly chosen: "Navigating the Future, Together".

Today, the bloc has 11 members and is increasingly dynamic, with Papua New Guinea (PNG) waiting to become a member. Indeed, the country has held observer status since 1986. Port Moresby has patiently waited in line for admission, with Indonesia as its strongest supporter.

With Timor-Leste already part of the Asean family, it would be unfair to leave PNG in limbo. At the recent retreat in Cebu, it was therefore unsurprising that Asean ministers tasked relevant officials with continuing discussions on how to upgrade PNG's status to a Special Observer to Asean. It is high time to do so. PNG is also a member of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec).

At this juncture, Philippine Foreign Minister Theresa Lazaro has said Asean must increasingly consolidate to handle "overlapping pressures".

Notably, Asean -- once known for its openness to accepting new dialogue partners -- has imposed a moratorium on new ones. Last year, Turkey did not become a full dialogue partner as expected because Asean could not reach a consensus.

The United Kingdom remains the bloc's most recent dialogue partner, admitted through a fast-track process in 2021 following Brexit. Several other countries have also expressed interest in becoming full dialogue partners.

Asean believes expanding partnerships is pivotal in an unpredictable world. Yet the bloc is not focused solely on numbers. It must ensure that partnerships align with Asean's centrality and norms. Such ties should promote peace and prosperity among member states and beyond.

Currently, the new chair is overseeing amendments to the guidelines governing the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC). Under the Philippine chairmanship, Asean will develop new guidelines on modalities for High Council Parties (HCPs) to engage with the bloc.

As the TAC marks its 50th anniversary this year, Asean wants to ensure that all signatories uphold the treaty's shared values and principles through concrete actions. This marks a departure from Asean's earlier approach of prioritising the expansion of signatories to demonstrate the bloc's reach.

Asean ministers were united on both the Myanmar crisis and the South China Sea, stressing the importance of consensus and unified action. The new chair began engaging with stakeholders inside and outside Myanmar early, ahead of the retreat.

Furthermore, Asean remains resolute on the Five-Point Consensus, which Nay Pyi Taw must fully implement. The bloc has also made clear that Myanmar remains an "integral part of Asean".

However, Myanmar must prove through actions that it wants -- and is able -- to re-engage with the bloc.

This is why Asean did not officially recognise Myanmar's three-phase election, even though a few member states dispatched representatives from their capitals or missions in Yangon.

At the retreat, Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuengkhetkaew succinctly stated that the recent election should be viewed as part of "a broader peace process". There must be two-way engagement, accompanied by clear, credible and constructive gestures from Myanmar, including the release of political prisoners, a reduction in violence, inclusive dialogue and humanitarian assistance for all groups.

On the South China Sea, the chair's statement expressed general concerns about land reclamation activities and serious incidents that could heighten tensions. As in previous retreats, Asean reaffirmed the need for self-restraint and the peaceful resolution of disputes in line with international law, as well as the maintenance of peace, stability and freedom of navigation.

Under the Philippine chairmanship, progress in negotiations on a code of conduct (COC), which began in 2002, is expected to be faster and more effective. At a press conference, Ms Lazaro proposed that the COC working group meet monthly to accelerate negotiations and resolve "landmark" issues, including legal status, geographic scope and enforcement mechanisms.

In 2023, Asean and Chinese leaders set this year as the deadline for completing the COC. Several of these landmark issues, as Ms Lazaro noted, remain unresolved.

Beyond these major challenges, ministers adopted the chair's 19 priority economic deliverables, aimed at strengthening investment among member states while placing a strong emphasis on the digital economy and innovation.

Notably, the conclusion of the Asean Digital Economy Framework Agreement could make it the world's first digital economic framework, which may serve as a model for other international and regional organisations. Asean can now look ahead to expanding digital commerce and attracting foreign direct investment. By 2030, the value of digital trade could potentially reach US$2 trillion (63.4 trillion baht).

But the success of the Philippine chairmanship will ultimately rest on two issues.

The first one, which Manila is a major catalyst, would be the long-delayed completion of the COC on the South China Sea. The second, drawing on its experience in handling complex domestic insurgencies, the Philippines can further contribute to resolving Myanmar's quagmire by encouraging Nay Pyi Taw to abide by the Asean peace plan and achieve meaningful progress over the next 10 months.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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        Bangkok taxi boats to Bang Lamphu on free trial
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is offering free electric taxi-boat rides along the Phadung Krung Kasem canal to Bang Lamphu during a trial, running until the end of February.

      

      
        Return to Silent Hill: A psychological and survival horror that cannot be dethroned
        Sometimes overcoming the sins that rot inside us is not about therapy, treatment or running away but about returning to face them once more. If you choose that path, welcome back to Silent Hill.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Feb 5-11
        Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        'Ong Bak' star reportedly battling cancer
        Thai action movie star Tony Jaa has been receiving treatment for gallbladder cancer, according to local media outlets.

      

      
        Celebrate the Lunar New Year with special treats
        As the ancient Chinese proverb goes, "To the ruler, the people are heaven; to the people, food is heaven." What to expect in the Year Of The Fire Horse?&nbsp;Guru By Bangkok Post has a list of food and beverages, and&nbsp;other indulgences to savour.

      

      
        AI to track icebergs adrift at sea in boon for science
        PARIS - British scientists said on Thursday that a world-first AI tool to catalogue and track icebergs as they break apart into smaller chunks could fill a "major blind spot" in predicting climate change.

      

      
        Empress's crown dropped in Louvre heist to be fully restored: museum
        PARIS - The crown of French Empress Eugenie, which was abandoned by fleeing thieves who staged a brazen robbery at the Louvre last year, is nearly intact and will be fully restored, the museum said on Wednesday.

      

      
        Food and art come together at Montien Hotel Surawong
        Montien Hotel Surawong Bangkok presents "Palace Of Food And Cultures", a first-of-its-kind projection mapping art experience in Thailand's hospitality industry, as part of Bangkok Design Week 2026, until Sunday.

      

      
        Netflix's Can This Love Be Translated?  has a bait and switch plot
        The television series Can This Love Be Translated?, one of Netflix's most popular series in Thailand, looks like a typical romantic comedy at the beginning. However, it is actually a psychological drama.

      

      
        Planetary politics
        Astrological predictions become particularly challenging when political events occur earlier than expected. Unlike recurring events -- such as annual or biennial sports tournaments -- where historical patterns are easier to trace, a premature political transition introduces greater uncertainty.
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									Bangkok taxi boats to Bang Lamphu on free trial

									
								

									The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) is offering free electric taxi-boat rides along the Phadung Krung Kasem canal to Bang Lamphu during a trial, running until the end of February.
									Boats run daily from 9am to 5pm, carry up to six passengers and stop at 14 piers. Many are close to photo spots, shops and places to eat.

Hua Lamphong Railway Station pier is a popular starting point and the route ends at Phra Sumen Fort pier.

The trial is operated via the MUVMI app. From March, fares will be charged and set at rates similar to MUVMI electric tuk-tuks.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt tested the service and asked operators to reduce engine noise, which made conversation difficult, and raise the speed from about 13 kilometres per hour to shorten journey times.

Stops, besides the two terminals, include Ratchadamnoen Nok, Nopphawong, Yotse, Ministry of Energy, Lan Luang Intersection, Thewet, Thewarat Market, Prachathipatai, Chao Pho Taksin Shrine, Nakhon Sawan, Hua Lamphong and Ban Phan Thom piers.
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									Return to Silent Hill: A psychological and survival horror that cannot be dethroned

									
								

									Sometimes overcoming the sins that rot inside us is not about therapy, treatment or running away but about returning to face them once more. If you choose that path, welcome back to Silent Hill.
									A film adapted from a legendary game

Return to Silent Hill (2026) is a remake inspired by Silent Hill 2, the legendary PlayStation 2 title developed by KONAMI and first released in 2001. The original game was widely regarded as a masterpiece of its era, celebrated for its unconventional psychological horror that felt different from anything gamers had experienced at the time. It sold over one million copies within its first week, cementing its legacy in gaming history.

This is the third film in the Silent Hill cinematic universe, following Silent Hill (2006) and Silent Hill: Revelation (2012). While the first two films were directly connected to the original game Silent Hill (1999) and Silent Hill 3 (2003), Return to Silent Hill presents a new standalone story, reinterpreting the franchise's core themes.

[image: Silent Hill 2 (2001) distributed by KONAMI]
Silent Hill 2 (2001) distributed by KONAMI



Synopsis (No spoilers)

The film follows James Sunderland, an artist whose life has fallen apart under the weight of a terrible sin involving his girlfriend Mary, a guilt that has haunted him for years. One day James unexpectedly receives a letter from Mary after a long period of silence. The message is simple--she is waiting for him in Silent Hill, the place where their story began and where everything truly started.

						

							
						


Driven by love, guilt and unresolved memories, James returns to Silent Hill in search of his girlfriend. What awaits him there is nothing short of hell on earth. What will this return bring him? The answer is left for the audience to discover.

What is Silent Hill?

[image: Return to Silent Hill - Official Trailer (2026) Hannah Emily Anderson, Jeremy Irvine, Robert Strange]
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Silent Hill is a fictional rural town nestled deep within a mountain valley. Originally founded by Native Americans, the land was believed to be sacred--home to powerful spirits. Its first name was "The Place of Silent Spirits."

Later, due to its serene geography and a large picturesque lake, the town began attracting tourists and settlers. Silent Hill rapidly developed population, infrastructure and industry, eventually shedding its original name in favour of the simpler Silent Hill.

The Silent Hill phenomenon

[image: Return to Silent Hill - Official Trailer (2026) Hannah Emily Anderson, Jeremy Irvine, Robert Strange]
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The Silent Hill phenomenon is a fictional psychological condition affecting individuals with severe trauma--extreme stress, depression or unstable mental states that blur the line between reality and hallucination.

Those affected experience thick fog, even on clear days, followed by a loss of consciousness. This phenomenon was first documented in Silent Hill itself, hence its name. The fog represents uncertainty and sensory illusion, symbolising how intense trauma reconstructs perception, as if the mind is slowly being consumed.

Review (spoilers ahead)

Initially, I never planned to watch this movie.

I love Silent Hill 2 deeply, and I did not want anything to tarnish that emotional connection. Combined with poor IMDb and Rotten Tomatoes scores, I prematurely dismissed the film as a failure. 

But yesterday (Feb 5), I forced myself into the theater with zero expectations, simply wanting to soak in the atmosphere and revisit that sense of horror once more.

I walked out genuinely happy. The film delivered far more than I anticipated in many aspects. In fact, I would have deeply regretted skipping it just to follow the negativity of others who claimed it was bad.

Production design

[image: Return to Silent Hill - Official Trailer (2026) Hannah Emily Anderson, Jeremy Irvine, Robert Strange]
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Production design is where the film shines the brightest.

The production team recreated the iconic ghost town with astonishing precision--arguably the best cinematic version the franchise has ever seen. The first impression is incredibly strong, immediately pulling the audience into its unsettling world.

The environment is drenched in distrust and decay: ash-covered streets from past fires, polluted water from abandoned mines and a pervasive sense that everything is infected and corrupted. The transitions between worlds, real world and James's hallucination world, as James descends deeper into his psyche are handled with haunting elegance and visual weight.

Iconic Monsters

[image: Return to Silent Hill - Official Trailer (2026) Hannah Emily Anderson, Jeremy Irvine, Robert Strange]
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The film faithfully brings Silent Hill's signature creatures to life:

Creepers - grotesque, oversized cockroaches that swarm floors and walls in horrifying numbers.

Bubble Head Nurses - one of the franchise's most iconic enemies, their vinyl masks filled with murky fluid symbolising twisted sexuality and repression.
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Pyramid Head - the embodiment of punishment, relentlessly hunting both monsters and humans with his massive blade.

Mary (Maria) - a towering moth-like entity with a human face and limbs, surrounded by countless moths symbolizing death and decay.

Story and psychological depth

Beyond its setting and creatures, what truly defines Silent Hill is its emotionally devastating narrative.

The film explores the fractured human psyche--James' guilt, denial and psychological collapse manifest physically as intense migraines whenever he enters places tied to his memories.

The story alternates between present-day events and flashbacks of James and Mary's past. This technique works exceptionally well, slowly assembling the narrative like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.

[image: Return to Silent Hill - Official Trailer (2026) Hannah Emily Anderson, Jeremy Irvine, Robert Strang]
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As James ventures deeper into symbolic locations like bars, apartments, hospitals and hotels, the flashbacks grow more disturbing, gradually revealing the truth. It makes the viewer go along with the movie context easier. Everything converges at a powerful climax that recontextualises the entire journey.

In short, the film captures the core emotional weight of the original story. For longtime fans it evokes deep nostalgia and emotional pain. However it also eases complicated stories for new viewers to digest more readily.

Expanded lore and narrative changes

One of my favourite aspects is the addition of new lore that expands upon vague elements from the original game.

For example: Mary's illness is no longer just an incurable disease--it is revealed that she is the daughter of an ancient cult leader and was subjected to ritualistic injections as part of sacrificial worship.
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James' profession is changed from an office worker to an artist, subtly enriching his character and emotional expression.

And according to the game's original lore Mary is James's wife but in the movie Mary is James's girlfriend. These changes don't betray the original--they enhance it.

Points to consider

Its heavy reliance on symbolism and psychological subtext has been reduced. The film does not explain why certain monsters exist or what they represent, elements that fans understand instinctively but newcomers may feel less connected to.

Final verdict
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For viewers without background knowledge of the game, Return to Silent Hill may raise more questions than answers--and that could lead to frustration.

With a runtime of just 1 hour and 46 minutes, it simply cannot explain every layer of its deeply complex mythology.

However, as a fan of the original videogame, I believe the film succeeds in what truly matters: it delivers a concise, emotionally resonant retelling that preserves the heart of Silent Hill 2.

Yes, I mourn the loss of deeper symbolism and interpretation. With better time management and narrative balance, the film could have reached even greater depth.

Still, this is far more than a simple "people running from monsters in a haunted town."

It is a psychological descent into guilt, memory and punishment, and for longtime admirers like me it suffices.
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									New movies out this week: Feb 5-11

									Watch late Udo Kier's final film role in 'O Agente Secreto'
								

									Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Devil Black Cat

Directed by Anusorn Thanomrod.

Who's in it?

Anna Glucks, Indy Intad, Bible Wichapas and Nutanee Sittisaman.

What's it about? 

The film centres on a group searching for a friend who disappeared three years prior in a village cursed by black cats. 

Why watch it?

Back cats can be agents of evil. 

[image: ]

O Agente Secreto (The Secret Agent)

Directed by Kleber Mendonca Filho.

Who's in it?

Robson Andrade, Rubens Santos and Licinio Januario.

What's it about? 

In 1977, a technology expert flees from a mysterious past and returns to his hometown of Recife in search of peace. He soon realises that the city is far from being the refuge he seeks.

Why watch it? 

This was Udo Kier's final film role. He had previously worked with the director on Bacurau and returned to Brazil for a one-week stay in Recife to shoot his scene in a single intense day. Kier said he only accepts non-lead roles if they leave a strong impression on the audience, which is why he chose to take the part of Hans.

[image: ]

Shelter

Directed by Ric Roman Waugh.

Who's in it?

Jason Statham, Harriet Walter and Bill Nighy.

What's it about? 

A recluse on a remote Scottish island rescues a girl from the sea, unleashing a perilous sequence of events that culminate in an attack on his home, compelling him to face his turbulent history.

Why watch it? 

Scenes were shot in Wicklow, Ireland in early 2025.

[image: ]

Sappaleehuan

Directed by Ekachai Srivichai.

Who's in it? 

Singha Sitthinon Rochanametakul, Ben Chalatit Tantiwut, Nongpanee Mahadthai and Jazz Chuanchuen. 

What's it about?

A fourth-year university student was stressed about finding a play for his graduation project because no matter how hard he tried, he couldn't come up with any ideas. Then he remembered the story Sappaleehuan, so he decided to adapt it for his stage performance, as he was from the South and very familiar with the tale.

Why watch it? 

A truly authentic Southern Thai comedy.

[image: ]

28 Years Later: The Bone Temple

Directed by Nia DaCosta.

Who's in it? 

Jack O'Connell, Ralph Fiennes and Emma Laird.

What's it about? 

As Spike is inducted into Jimmy Crystal's gang on the mainland, Dr. Kelson makes a discovery that could alter the world.

Why watch it?

The voiceover in the trailer is the writer and futurist Arthur C Clarke, taken from his appearance on the BBC "Horizon" programme on Sept 21, 1964.

[image: ]

Ni wa wa (Mudborn)

Directed by Meng-Ju Shieh.

Who's in it?

Yo Yang, Cecilia Choi and Derek Chang.

What's it about? 

A video-game designer's will is tested when a mysterious spirit infiltrates his new family and threatens the life of his expecting wife.

Why watch it?

A supernatural horror.
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									'Ong Bak' star reportedly battling cancer

									Condition of Tony Jaa said to be improving after chemotherapy
								

									Thai action movie star Tony Jaa has been receiving treatment for gallbladder cancer, according to local media outlets.
									The actor was first diagnosed in June 2024, the FM91 Traffic Police radio network reported. A source close to the actor told Nine Entertain that the initial diagnosis was stage 3, verging on stage 4.

However, Channel 3 reported that the Ong Bak star's condition had improved with chemotherapy but still required close supervision of doctors.

Fans became concerned recently when they noticed the actor was noticeably thinner in recent social media photos.

The Facebook page of Tony Jaa did not mention the diagnosis. In his latest post on Jan 31, he told fans that he was on an air travel trip related to his new music video.

"The journey is about to begin. One More Round," he wrote, referring to his recently launched MV teaser, One More Round.

Some supporters have started writing well-wishing messages on his social media page as the news about his health spread.

Born Tatchakorn Yeerum in the northeastern province of Surin and known locally as "Ja Phanom", the actor celebrated his 50th birthday on Thursday. 

After training in Muay Thai from age 10, followed by years as a stunt man, Tony Jaa had his breakthrough in 2003 with Ong Bak. The movie, which combines Thai boxing and other martial arts, attracted international recognition and led to two sequels.

He has since had roles in both Hollywood and Hong Kong productions. He was inducted into the Martial Arts History Museum Hall of Fame in 2017.
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									Celebrate the Lunar New Year with special treats

									Fun, feasts and gifts to enter the Year Of The Fire Horse
								

									As the ancient Chinese proverb goes, "To the ruler, the people are heaven; to the people, food is heaven." What to expect in the Year Of The Fire Horse? Guru By Bangkok Post has a list of food and beverages, and other indulgences to savour.
									EAT

[image: ]

JW Marriott Hotel Bangkok

The hotel presents Chinese New Year set menus at Man Ho Chinese Restaurant and Man Ho Bistro in Erawan Bangkok, complemented by a premium all-you-can-eat dim sum offering and the debut of a Chinese New Year Orange Cake for the festive season.

At Man Ho Chinese Restaurant, executive Chinese chef Wang Linhua presents two Chinese New Year set menus for groups of 10 guests, showcasing the auspicious Yu Sheng, Whole fired Beijing duck carved tableside, Wok-fried Boston lobster with ginger and scallion, and Steamed Thai spotted grouper with soy sauce. Available from Feb 15-17. The Chinese New Year all-you-can-eat dim sum experience features handcrafted favourites.  Available from Feb 14-17.

At Man Ho Bistro in Erawan Bangkok, set menus are designed for smaller groups and feature Prosperity salmon Yu Sheng, Beijing roasted duck and Steamed snow fish. Available until Feb 28.
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Aman Nai Lert Bangkok

Aman Nai Lert Bangkok will celebrate its first Lunar New Year since opening at Aman Lounge and 1872. Michele Montauti will present a selection of aromatic, tea-inspired cocktails and executive pastry chef Florian Couteau will offer a special take on the afternoon tea, choosing the theme of orange.
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Amanpuri

The original Aman will usher in the Lunar New Year with a carefully curated calendar encompassing dining, wellness, arts and culture. The programme commences on Feb 17 at the Eco-Beach Discovery Centre with children's crafts, games, face-painting and a traditional Ang Pao Parade followed by pinata breaking. As day turns to dusk, a poolside dinner will take place under the stars with a menu of Chinese specialties featuring the finest ingredients from land and sea. The evening continues with live performances, including a fire show and the sounds of the guzheng.

[image: ]

Conrad Bangkok

From Feb 14-18, Liu offers festive set menus and unlimited handcrafted dim sum. Chef Andy Fung offers 32 handcrafted specialties and six-course festive creations such as Wok-fried river prawns with black pepper honey sauce; Double-boiled chicken soup with Chinese herbs and cordyceps flower; Liu's signature Peking duck roll with crispy pork belly; Steamed snow fish with wild mushrooms in homemade plum sauce and Braised abalone with egg noodles in abalone sauce. The restaurant also offers a Nian Gao Gift Box, featuring "The Koi Fish", an elegant symbol of abundance crafted with red dates. Pre-order until Feb 14. 

[image: ]

Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa

Big Fish & Bar will offer a month-long menu including Mud crab in black pepper sauce, Cantonese-style Phuket lobster, stir-fried Australian black Angus tenderloin beef and steamed butterfish. The Lunar New Year menu is available until Feb 28. On Feb 17, Amber Kitchen will offer a grand buffet, showcasing Chinese cuisine, including Roasted suckling pig, Roasted duck, Hainan chicken rice, Steamed Tasmanian salmon, Szechuan chilli beef and Char siu pork.

[image: ]

Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park

Pagoda Chinese Restaurant at Bangkok Marriott Marquis Queen's Park will offer shared set menus, prosperity-filled yu sheng and shellfish dishes. Until Feb 22, Spring Festival Gift Sets are on offer and include the Nian Gao Box, Yuan Bao Box and Bundle Spring Festival gift sets.

On Feb 17-18, Goji Kitchen + Bar offers the "Flavors Of Fortune" auspicious feast filled with Chinese delicacies and the finest flavours from around the world. Indulge in Fish maw soup with crab meat, Sichuan hot and sour seafood soup, Steamed black grouper with soy sauce and Mala-style marinated grilled squid, among others.

[image: ]

Avani Ratchada Bangkok 

The hotel is offering the "Feast Of Fortune", a special Chinese New Year dining celebration from Feb 16-21. At Nan Yuan Chinese Restaurant on Feb 17 and features "Nine Tales Of Fortune", a refined nine-dish Chinese New Year set menu including Peking duck, Longevity noodles and Double-boiled conch with black chicken and Chinese herbs soup, among other auspicious favourites. The "Garden Of Fortune" is on offer at One Ratchada Restaurant featuring seasonal salads, symbolic longevity noodles, fragrant garlic fried rice with premium seafood, a dedicated dim sum station, nourishing herbal soups and festive desserts.
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InterContinental Bangkok

InterContinental Bangkok's Summer Palace offer a choice of special set menus starring Cantonese classics. While both menus feature appetisers of roast duck "Lo Hei" salad and hearty fish maw soups, plus main courses of braised pork knuckle with lotus roots, and stir-fried Chinese baby cabbage with dried scallop and sliced abalone, the Emperor set menu highlights dishes of wok-fried prawns in sweet and sour sauce, and steamed fresh bamboo fish in an aromatic light soy sauce.

The Fortune Family set menu has stand-out offerings that include braised six-head abalone and Japanese shiitake mushroom in abalone sauce, and steamed whole grouper in an aromatic light soy sauce. The Chinese New Year Set Menus are available at Summer Palace from Feb 17 to March 3. 
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Le Meridien Bangkok

All guests checking in during Chinese New Year will receive an exclusive red packet containing a dining discount voucher and complimentary coffee at Latitude 13 with any purchase from Duc de Praslin. The celebration continues at Latest Recipe's breakfast, featuring Chinese New Year dishes.

[image: ]

K by Vicky Cheng

From Feb 14-24, K by Vicky Cheng  offers a nine-course Prosperity set menu with Yu Sheng with hamachi, Char siu barbecue Iberico pork, White pepper crab thick soup with fish maw and 23-head South African Kippin dried abalone in abalone sauce, among others. An a la carte menu is also available. 
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Pullman Bangkok King Power

From Feb 17-22, the Lunar New Year Buffet at Cuisine Unplugged offers indulgence, meaning, and celebration. Savour Crispy roasted suckling pig, Peking duck, dim sum and soup dumplings. On opening day, witness a lion dance and Chinese drum performance.

[image: ]

The Ritz-Carlton, Bangkok 

From festive afternoon teas to limited-edition a-la-carte specials, guests are invited togather with loved ones and usher in an auspicious new year at Lily's and Caleo at the The Ritz-Carlton, Bangkok.

At Caleo from Feb 17 to March 7, enjoy the Chinese New Year Afternoon Tea featuring Orange scones, Flaky egg tart, Mandarin mousse, Chocolate black sesame and Passion fruit and jasmine tea -- accompanied by the signature confectionery trolley. In celebration of the Year of the Horse, each guest will receive a red envelope filled with privileges to enhance future visits. Between Feb 17-19, receive an additional personalised blessing from a live calligraphy station. At Lily's from Feb 17 to March 3, Chinese New Year Specials are on offer, including Braised abalone withbroccolini and shiitake mushroom, Steamed seabass with soya sauce and 150-day grass-fed Wagyu striploin with XO sauce. Every guest receives a red envelope containing offers for future dining and spa. The retail collection from Feb 17 to March 3 features festive hampers.
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Radisson Blu Plaza Bangkok

China Table welcomes the Year Of The Fire Horse from Feb 16-22 with set sharing menus. On Feb 17, there will be a lion dance performance and an "Imperial Brunch" featuring premium dim sum, fresh seafood on ice and unlimited a la carte dishes. The set menus are the Dynasty Menu, Prosperity Menu, and the Heritage Menu, with highlights including Peking duck with pancakes and wok-fried duck in pepper sauce, Wok-fried scallops and broccoli with xo sauce, Braised pork spare ribs with Xiangjiang sauce, Steamed grouper fillet with black bean sauce and Wok-fried Hokkien egg noodles with seafood.
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Centara Grand at CentralWorld

Ventisi Restaurant at Centara Grand at CentralWorld will offer the international lunch buffet from Feb 17 to March 3, to celebrate the Year Of The Horse. The buffet features a curated selection of fresh catches, accompanied by sushi and sashimi. A selection of appetisers, crisp salads, flavour-packed soups and rustic breads baked in-house are also on offer. The buffet's main-course selections span beloved Thai favourites and comforting Italian classics.
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Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok

Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok is combining St Valentine's Day and the Year Of The Horse celebrations with the "All You Can Eat Dim Sum" experience. Guests can enjoy a 90-minute a la carte dining session featuring more than 60 dishes from a Chinese and international all-you-can-eat menu, paired with free-flow soft drinks. Unlike traditional dim sum experiences, each dish is freshly prepared by the chefs and served directly at the table. The "Come 4, Pay 3" promotion is also in effect, as is a lion dance performance on Feb 17. 
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Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok

On Feb 16, Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok's Urban Oasis transforms into a stage for a Dragon Dance performance, presented by the Mongkorn Yok Troupe. Until Feb 28, Craft's baos return and are  available in four fillings: XO supreme, Peking charm, Honey golden crunch and Earthy essence. Stock.Room brings the festive spirit to the plate with the "Sea+Land: Night Market Edition", available until Feb 28.



STUFF
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Jim Thompson x Pomme Chan

Jim Thompson unveils an exclusive collection created in collaboration with Pomme Chan (Tachamapan Chanjarassang), the Thai female artist. Designed as a tribute to the Year Of The Horse, the Jim Thompson x Pomme Chan collection draws inspiration from Pomme Chan's childhood memories at a horse stable in Nakhon Ratchasima, once owned by her father.

At the heart of the collection are four distinctive patterns: Victory Pattern captures the spirit of determination and triumph through dynamic imagery of racehorses leaping over obstacles; Victory Bound focuses on motion, speed, and strength, portraying horses surging forward with explosive energy as they clear barriers; Meadow Melody, presented as a silk scarf design, offers a gentler narrative; and Gallop Glory, a striking scarf design that channels the electrifying atmosphere of the racetrack.  
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Tumi

Tumi celebrates the Year of the Horse with its 2026 Lunar New Year Collection. The capsule reimagines iconic silhouettes from the Alpha Bravo, Voyageur, and Belden collections with equestrian-inspired details. Designed for lives in constant motion, Alpha Bravo styles channel the Horse's dynamic spirit and confident energy. The Navigation Backpack, Search Backpack, Retreat Tote, Compass Flap Crossbody, and Platoon Sling are updated with embossed horse motifs, bridle-inspired trim, and contrast stitching. Bestselling Voyageur silhouettes, including the Adela Crossbody, Celina Backpack, Halsey Backpack, and Pouch, return this season, joined by the relaunched Q Tote. Each is crafted from our signature lightweight, durable nylon and features bridle-inspired accents and equine details. Select styles include a collectable lucky horseshoe coin, while backpacks and totes also feature a horse-embossed card case.
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Burberry 

Burberry launches a capsule collection and campaign starring actors and brand ambassadors Chen Kun, Tang Wei, Wu Lei and Zhang Jingyi. Titled "Burberry Year Of The Horse (Xin Xi He Sui ) Collection", the Knight, playfully reinterpreted as a watercolour and ink sketch, brought to life through intricate techniques such as vibrant metallic embroidery, cross-stitch and appliqued badges.The horse is a significant motif for Burberry. The original Knight was the winning entry of a public competition to design a logo for the house, circa 1901. Imbued with symbolism, it represents protection, innovation and Burberry's forward-looking spirit. The collection is grounded in red, a symbol of luck and prosperity in Chinese culture, with scarves and daywear in an exclusive new red Burberry Check.
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Tod's

In Chinese culture, home embodies reunion and heritage; in Italian culture, it likewise represents emotional belonging and a way of life passed down through generations. United by Italian craftsmanship, Tod's brings these shared values of "home" into harmony -- crafting a festive narrative of homecoming, companionship, and warmth for the New Year. Global brand ambassador Xiao Zhan and house ambassador Zhang Jingyi bring this narrative to life in the Chinese New Year capsule collection. 
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Celine

Inspired by the folk tradition of wishing trees, a majestic evergreen stands at the heart of a picturesque Chinese landscape, adorned with thousands of Celine scarves and ribbons. Captured by Kin Chan Coedel, this striking image embodies celebratory gestures and rich symbolism. The imagery is accompanied by fashion photographs by Zhong Lin, featuring a vivid cast of characters, to celebrate the Chinese New Year collection and the arrival of the year of the Horse.
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Cos 

To mark the Spring Festival and the new Year of the Horse, Cos has launched a limited-edition capsule that explores symbols of movement, renewal and the spirit of the season. Hand- drawn horse motifs animate the collection through fluid, dynamic compositions. The collection presents ready-to-wear pieces in vibrant spring tones and grounded neutrals, inspired by the harmonious balance of elements found in nature. Highlights include wool knits in rich red, fluid silhouettes and versatile sets crafted for effortless styling.
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									AI to track icebergs adrift at sea in boon for science

									
								

									PARIS - British scientists said on Thursday that a world-first AI tool to catalogue and track icebergs as they break apart into smaller chunks could fill a "major blind spot" in predicting climate change.
									Icebergs release enormous volumes of freshwater when they melt on the open water, affecting global climate patterns and altering ocean currents and ecosystems.

But scientists have long struggled to keep track of these floating behemoths once they break into thousands of smaller chunks, their fate and impact on the climate largely lost to the seas.

To fill in the gap, the British Antarctic Survey has developed an AI system that automatically identifies and names individual icebergs at birth and tracks their sometimes decades-long journey to a watery grave.

Using satellite images, the tool captures the distinct shape of icebergs as they break off -- or calve -- from glaciers and ice sheets on land.

As they disintegrate over time, the machine performs a giant puzzle problem, linking the smaller "child" fragments back to the "parent" and creating detailed family trees never before possible at this scale.

It represents a huge improvement on existing methods, where scientists pore over satellite images to visually identify and track only the largest icebergs one by one.

The AI system, which was tested using satellite observations over Greenland, provides "vital new information" for scientists and improves predictions about the future climate, said the British Antarctic Survey.

Knowing where these giant slabs of freshwater were melting into the ocean was especially crucial with ice loss expected to increase in a warming world, it added.

"What's exciting is that this finally gives us the observations we've been missing," Ben Evans, a machine learning expert at the British Antarctic Survey, said in a statement.

"We've gone from tracking a few famous icebergs to building full family trees. For the first time, we can see where each fragment came from, where it goes and why that matters for the climate."

This use of AI could also be adapted to aid safe passage for navigators through treacherous polar regions littered by icebergs.

Iceberg calving is a natural process. But scientists say the rate at which they were being lost from Antarctica is increasing, probably because of human-induced climate change.
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									Empress's crown dropped in Louvre heist to be fully restored: museum

									
								

									PARIS - The crown of French Empress Eugenie, which was abandoned by fleeing thieves who staged a brazen robbery at the Louvre last year, is nearly intact and will be fully restored, the museum said on Wednesday.
									The thieves who robbed the famed Paris museum last October made off with an estimated 88 million euros ($104 million) in jewels, but dropped the empress's diamond- and emerald-studded crown as they escaped, leaving it crushed and broken.

Investigators have yet to locate the other jewels, but recovered the dropped crown.

The Louvre said in a statement the piece had been "badly deformed", but remained "nearly intact" and would be restored to its original state, "without the need for reconstruction".

The museum said the crown was damaged when the thieves tried to remove it through a narrow hole they had sawed in the glass case where it was displayed.

The Louvre said the crown still had all its pieces, except for one of the eight golden eagles that adorned it.

It retains all 56 of its emeralds and all but 10 of its 1,354 diamonds, the museum said.

It said an expert committee led by the museum's president, Laurence des Cars, had been selected to supervise the restoration, which would be carried out by a qualified expert chosen in a competitive selection process.

Authorities have arrested all four alleged members of the heist crew, but have not found the mastermind -- or the remaining jewels.

The thieves made off with eight other items of jewellery, including a diamond-studded tiara that belonged to Eugenie, wife of Napoleon III.
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									Food and art come together at Montien Hotel Surawong

									
								

									Montien Hotel Surawong Bangkok presents "Palace Of Food And Cultures", a first-of-its-kind projection mapping art experience in Thailand's hospitality industry, as part of Bangkok Design Week 2026, until Sunday.
									Selected as one of the principal venues for the festival, the hotel presents "Food Cultures: From Montien's Hainanese Chicken Rice To The Culinary Heritage Of Bang Rak-Surawong" concept, using food as a creative medium to reinterpret heritage, inspire dialogue and envision a sustainable cultural future for the Bang Rak district.

As the festival's centrepiece, the digital light projection mapping reimagines the hotel's iconic facade as a radiant canvas of moving imagery. Conceived by Tanskul Suwannakudt, the installation draws from a profound artistic lineage rooted in Thai mural tradition. He reinterprets inherited philosophies of art, memory and craftsmanship through a contemporary digital lens.

Animation, light and colour are seamlessly woven into a poetic visual narrative that honours the legacy of traditional Thai painting while extending its spirit into a modern dialogue of architecture, art and culinary heritage.

Presented as a live, interactive art experience daily from 7pm to 11pm, the installation invites visitors to step into the story -- engaging with illuminated characters and responsive visuals in real time.

The hotel has also arranged a thoughtfully curated programme that blends design, gastronomy and storytelling into immersive experiences.

The lineup includes "Barricades", an art installation exhibition held in collaboration with Chulalongkorn University; "Curartistry: Food Cultures", a multimedia art exhibition by AA Visiting School Bangkok; "Food Cultures In Bang Rak District", a neighbourhood cultural mapping; a public talk on "Food Cultures" today from 1pm to 4pm; and a culinary competition on "Thai Noodles As Culinary Art" on Saturday.

Visit montienbangkok.com or call 02-233-7060.
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									Netflix's Can This Love Be Translated?  has a bait and switch plot

									
								

									The television series Can This Love Be Translated?, one of Netflix's most popular series in Thailand, looks like a typical romantic comedy at the beginning. However, it is actually a psychological drama.
									In the series, Joo Ho-jin (Kim Seon-ho) is a Korean multilingual interpreter who is fluent in English, Italian and Japanese. Go Youn-jung plays Cha Mu-hee, a struggling actress waiting on her big break. Joo meets Cha in Japan where Cha encounters the pregnant wife of her ex-boyfriend. Cha is impressed by Joo's kindness, which helps her escape humiliation.

Cha later rises in popularity and becomes a main cast member alongside a Japanese actor Hiro Kurosawa in a dating reality show, where they travel to Italy and Canada. Joo joins the trip as an interpreter.

[image: ]

After Cha confesses her feelings to Joo, the series reveals that Cha has a dual personality. Although Cha is gorgeous and is loved by her fans worldwide, she is insecure due to childhood trauma.

The first half of the series charms viewers with its spectacular scenery in Japan and Canada. The chemistry between Cha and Joo is fantastic. Viewers can sense the feelings they have for each other through natural dialogue and even small gestures.

While the plot revolving around Cha's childhood trauma is intriguing, it doesn't deliver her contrasting personalities. Dual personality is a complex issue, yet in the series, this disorder is resolved too easy. Although the series features profound and well-written dialogue, the script has several flaws, especially regarding its portrayal of psychological issues.

Despite these shortcomings, the series remains engaging thanks to its spectacular production, charming casts, and resonant and impactful dialogues that many viewers feel relatable to their own lives.
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									Planetary politics

									Scientific astrologer JD Mukkarji predicts Anutin Charnvirakul or Abhisit Vejjajiva to win the upcoming general election
								

									Astrological predictions become particularly challenging when political events occur earlier than expected. Unlike recurring events -- such as annual or biennial sports tournaments -- where historical patterns are easier to trace, a premature political transition introduces greater uncertainty.
									In the present case, a premiership originally anticipated for 2027 is now expected to take place in 2026.

In an ideal astrological assessment, an individual's exact time of birth is essential to calculate precise ascendants and house placements. However, such information is generally unavailable for political figures.

Therefore, this analysis relies on verified dates of birth obtained from public sources, including Wikipedia, following the same methodology used in previous political astrology forecasts (see Bangkok Post, "Stars favour Srettha to be PM"). In addition, the political developments following the 2023 general election are examined to provide contextual guidance for future outcomes.
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To assess the upcoming Thai prime ministerial selection, it is necessary to examine the leading candidates, their birth years, and the astrological progression observed since the 2023 election.

In that year, Srettha Thavisin (born 1962) assumed office and was later replaced by Paetongtarn Shinawatra (born 1987). From an astrological perspective, this transition ran counter to conventional planetary age-progression logic, particularly with respect to maturity and authority cycles. Her subsequent replacement by Anutin Charnvirakul (born 1966) appeared more consistent with established astrological progression.

Looking ahead to the forthcoming election, major planetary positions remain broadly similar to those of 2023. Nevertheless, even minor shifts in planetary degrees can produce significant effects and should not be underestimated.

This analysis focuses primarily on the transits of Saturn, Jupiter, Vishnu and Kubera -- planets traditionally associated with authority, stability, wealth and leadership. Favourable placements of these planets often indicate elevation and success. Conversely, unfavourable influences from Brahma and Mars tend to signify conflict, loss, or political failure.

In political astrology, the 7th house is especially significant, as it represents competition and the ability to overcome rivals. The 1st house reflects public image, authority, recognition and personal strength, while the 4th house relates to stability, grounding and the capacity to sustain power.

Pheu Thai Party: Prime Ministerial Candidates

Yodchanan Wongsawat (born 1979)

Astrologically, his prospects appear weak. His age progression does not align favourably with current planetary transits and overall planetary strength is insufficient to indicate a major electoral victory.
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Suriya Juangroongruangkit (born 1954)

Although he benefits from generally strong planetary placements, a weak 1st house undermines his ability to project authority and dominance at this time, making success unlikely.

[image: Suriya Juangroongruangkit.]
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Julapun Amornvivat (born 1975)

Similar to the above candidates, his planetary configuration does not suggest a winning trajectory in the current election cycle.
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People's Party: Prime Ministerial Candidates

Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut (born 1987)

While he appears mature and capable, the intensity of a high-stakes national election presents considerable challenges. Weak Saturn and Jupiter placements suggest obstacles that may prevent him from prevailing at this stage.
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Sirikanya Tansakul (born 1981)

Her astrological chart also indicates limited potential for success in this election cycle. Unfavourable Saturn and Jupiter positions restrict long-term authority and consolidation of power.
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Leading Astrological Contenders

After eliminating candidates with weaker astrological prospects, attention narrows to contenders from the Bhumjaithai Party and the Democrat Party. From an astrological standpoint, these parties present the strongest candidates for national leadership.

Anutin Charnvirakul (born 1966)

His chart reflects a dynamic and determined personality. Strong placements of Saturn, Vishnu and Kubera suggest achievement, authority and material success -- configurations often associated with individuals capable of reaching great heights. However, weaker Sun and Moon positions may introduce challenges during the final stages of the political process, particularly in terms of public perception and emotional pressure.
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Abhisit Vejjajiva (born 1964)

His astrological profile reveals a composed and decisive persona. Jupiter, Kubera and Vishnu are well placed, supported by an exalted Saturn and Moon. Such alignments traditionally signify leadership, resilience and the ability to navigate complex political environments with stability and wisdom.
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Conclusion

Based on current planetary transits and astrological indicators, either Anutin Charnvirakul or Abhisit Vejjajiva emerge as the strongest contenders to become Thailand's 33rd prime minister.

JD Mukkarji is a Bangkok-based scientific astrologer. He predicted the rise of Srettha Thavisin in the previous election. The views expressed are solely those of the author and do not represent the views of the Bangkok Post. He can be reached via email jdmukkarji@gmail.com.
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