
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, February 5, 2026

      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	8
        

        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	13
        

        
          	
            Local
          
          	7
        

        
          	
            National
          
          	2
        

        
          	
            World
          
          	4
        

        
          	
            Business
          
          	1
        

        
          	
            Lifestyle
          
          	9
        

        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	6
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinions
          
        

      

      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Texas special election emboldens Democrats heading into federal midterms
        Marianna Sotomayor

        Races in the Lone Star State are among those that will be key to determining which party controls the U.S. House.

      

      
        Trump to launch TrumpRx.gov, branding his push to lower prescription prices
        Dan Diamond

        The president has argued his drug-pricing initiative 'should win us the midterms.' Experts say its impact could be positive but limited.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Border czar Tom Homan says 700 ICE and CBP officers are leaving Minneapolis
        Maria Sacchetti

        The reduction of ICE officers in Minneapolis is a significant scaling back of Homeland Security's presence and comes after two U.S. citizens were killed.

      

      
        Lee Hamilton, foreign policy leader in Congress, dies at 94
        Michael H. Brown

        President Barack Obama called the Indiana Democrat "one of the most influential voices on international relations and American national security."

      

      
        Supreme Court clears way for California voting map that bolsters Democrats
        Justin Jouvenal

        The Supreme Court allowed a new California voting map that could help Democrats gain up to five seats in Congress.

      

      
        Mexican cartel scion, wanted in journalist's death, sentenced to 5 years
        Steve Thompson

        Mexico has sought Damaso Lopez Serrano's extradition since 2020, charging him with ordering the killing of Javier Valdez, an award-winning journalist in Mexico who covered the drug trade in Culiacan.

      

      
        Fulton County goes to court to demand return of ballots seized by FBI
        Mark Berman, Jeremy Roebuck

        Robb Pitts, chairman of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, vowed that county officials would use "every resource" to secure ballots and other material.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinions
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Texas special election emboldens Democrats heading into federal midterms
Races in the Lone Star State are among those that will be key to determining which party controls the U.S. House.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) on Jan. 8 at the U.S. Capitol. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Marianna Sotomayor | 2026-02-05
The outcome of a state Senate special election in Texas has emboldened Democrats as they seek to score upsets in five congressional districts redrawn to the advantage of the GOP ahead of the upcoming midterm elections.
Democrat Taylor Rehmet, an Air Force veteran and machinist at a Lockheed Martin fighter jet plant, flipped a deep-red state Senate district in the Dallas-Fort Worth area that President Donald Trump won by 17 percentage points in the 2024 election. The union president won the special election Saturday by 14 points against Republican Leigh Wambsganss, who outspent Rehmet 6-to-1 and received a glowing endorsement by Trump on social media. Rehmet's win has alarmed House Republicans.
The 30-plus-point swing toward Democrats has raised questions about whether the White House's successful push to redraw congressional district lines in Texas last year was worth the gamble. Democrats are  increasingly confident they can blunt Republican gains, largely  because they have recruited candidates like Rehmet: moderates from working-class backgrounds who are campaigning on kitchen-table issues and  emphasizing governance over partisan politics.
The races in Texas are among those that will be key to determining which party controls the U.S. House, where Republicans  maintain a razor-thin majority.
"At what point will Republican extremists come to the conclusion that your reach ain't long enough, and your peeps ain't strong enough?" Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said at a news conference this week, quoting rap artist Jay-Z. Jeffries predicted that Democrats could win up to four or the five redistricted seats designed to install Republicans.
The White House launched a countrywide redistricting push in Texas last year after Trump convinced state Republicans to redraw congressional district lines in an attempt to bulk up House Republicans' narrow majority in the midterm elections. California and other Democratic states  also moved to change their maps to counter expected Republican gains elsewhere, setting off an unusual mid-decade restricting effort for partisan benefit. States redraw congressional lines every 10 years based on population data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Rehmet's win is the latest in which Democratic candidates have flipped GOP-held seats in special elections since Trump became president last year -- most notably in states Trump won, including Iowa, Pennsylvania and Mississippi. In that same time frame, four Democratic candidates running in congressional special elections overperformed Vice President Kamala Harris's 2024 numbers by at least 17 percentage points, according to an internal analysis from the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, the party's House campaign arm.

State Sen.-elect Taylor Rehmet (D) speaks Jan. 31 in Fort Worth. (KXAS/AP)


The flip in the Lone Star state is also significant given the vast size of state Senate districts in Texas. Unlike in most states, they are more populous than congressional districts, making special elections a more representative sample of voter sentiment.
Like many Republicans, Rep. Richard Hudson (North Carolina) warned against reading into the Texas special election result as a predictor of what could happen in congressional midterms roughly nine months from now. But Hudson, who chairs the National Republican Congressional Committee, the House GOP's campaign arm, acknowledged the election nevertheless "underscores the importance of turnout, and the fact that, in an off year, our voters are lower-propensity."
Republicans also believe that moderate Democrats running in safe Trump districts may be jeopardized if Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Texas), an outspoken liberal with a massive social media following, is atop the Democratic ticket in November.  She is running in next month's U.S. Senate primary against state Rep. James Talarico.
Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), who is up for reelection this year, agreed that lower voter turnout played a role last week, but said "to have that sort of swing is a cause for introspection and trying to figure out what lessons [Republicans] should learn from this."
The results also caught the attention of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) who posted on X that "a swing of this magnitude is not something that can be dismissed. Republicans should be clear-eyed about the political environment heading into the midterms."
Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) said that any Republican who dismisses Saturday night's result as just a rogue special election is missing the point. He said that if Republicans want to take advantage of mid-decade redistricting, "we have to get the right candidates, we have to get the right messaging, and we got to get the right support."
On that front, Democrats believe they have the upper hand. They have centered an anti-Trump message on economic issues, specifically pointing out that the Trump administration has done little to lower high prices as promised. They argue that a House Democratic majority is needed to hold his administration accountable.
House Democrats have also focused heavily on recruiting candidates  with working-class backgrounds that resonate in swing districts and deep-red regions across the country. They have sought to avoid wading into the culture-war traps that have alienated moderate Democratic and independent voters in recent years.
Doing that has not been easy.
Rep. Vicente  Gonzalez (D) has represented a swing district in Texas's Rio Grande Valley for almost a decade and repeatedly warned party leaders that Democrats were losing support among voters for using  rhetoric against law enforcement and embracing far-left positions that were pushing Latino and moderates toward the GOP. Democratic losses in some predominantly liberal and seemingly safe House districts in 2024 seems to have convinced a new team of party leaders to listen more to Gonzalez and other moderate Democrats who represent districts Trump has repeatedly won.

Rep. Vicente Gonzalez in 2022 in San Juan, Texas. (Sergio Flores/For The Washington Post)


After Texas Republicans created five new seats that favor Republicans through redistricting, Democrats recognized the need to find candidates that could be compete in such hostile terrain. Gonzalez and Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas), who has served his Rio Grande Valley for more than two decades, are  running in newly drawn districts that Trump would have won by 10 percentage points had they existed in 2024. Both lawmakers are also part of the centrist Blue Dog Coalition, the smallest ideological faction within the House Democratic caucus, which has ramped up its involvement in recruiting like-minded candidates and advocating that the Democratic campaign arms get behind them early.
Gonzalez's wife indirectly recruited Bobby Pulido to challenge GOP Rep. Monica De La Cruz in a newly expansive South Texas district that Trump would have won by 18 points. Pulido, a political science major turned Tejano superstar, said he knew Rehmet's race would be close but  was stunned  by the returns he saw  scrolling on his phone at a Grammys party for nominated artists. Pulido said he believed he knew the reason for the win. 
"A lot of voters are like, 'Look, I voted for Trump because I thought he was going to be like the first time, which wasn't that bad. Then I see this, and it's crazy,'" Pulido said in an interview. "I don't think many independents are giving him the benefit of that anymore."
Voters' disillusionment with the Republican Party has given Pulido, whose music fame has afforded him name recognition in the district, an inroad to convincing voters to support his candidacy. He has shocked  fans and friends alike by telling them he's a Democrat despite living, like them, in the conservative Republican district.
Johnny Garcia is also trying to redefine for voters what it means to be a Democrat in a new district outside of San Antonio -- one that Trump would have carried by 10 points. Garcia, a former Bexar County sheriff who describes himself as an "old-school Democrat," has found that voters presume Democratic lawmakers are all far-leftists who do not want to find consensus. He has won over voters by telling them that, as a law enforcement officer, he has never answered a dispatch call by asking whether those in the emergency situation are Democrats or Republican, and that he expects to operate in a similar way in Congress.
Democrats recognize that they have an uphill battle to win in districts Trump would have won by significant margins, despite the momentum they are sensing on the ground. First, the more moderate candidates in the redrawn districts must win primaries next month before advancing to the general election. Blue Dog Action PAC, a nonprofit group working to elect moderate Democrats, is putting its first six-figure independent expenditure behind Garcia to shore up his chances in a crowded primary and avoid a runoff.
"While the trend line for Democrats is good right now, it's still a long way to November, and there's no sense in counting chickens before they're hatched," said Phil Gardner, co-founder and senior adviser at Blue Dog Action. "If we're going to win these seats, then the party has to be a big-tent party. Every past Democratic majority is built on the backs of Blue Dogs and so will the next Democratic majority."
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump to launch TrumpRx.gov, branding his push to lower prescription prices
The president has argued his drug-pricing initiative 'should win us the midterms.' Experts say its impact could be positive but limited.

President Donald Trump at a news conference on drug prices in October at the White House. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond | 2026-02-05
President Donald Trump on Thursday is set to launch TrumpRx.gov, a government website aimed at helping Americans purchase medications at discounted prices, capping his nearly year-long pressure campaign to extract pricing concessions from pharmaceutical companies.
The scheduled 7 p.m. event, announced by the White House, has been one of Trump's top political priorities ahead of this year's midterm elections. The president and his aides have used tariff threats, promised expedited federal drug reviews and other leverage in negotiations with drug-company executives, while also pressing foreign leaders to raise their own countries' drug prices to help absorb global research and development costs.
As part of the initiative, pharmaceutical companies have agreed to list their drugs on TrumpRx.gov, which officials say will connect shoppers to discounts offered by the companies and help them purchase medications without using insurance. The White House has described the site as a central feature of the administration's drug-pricing push, and the president is slated to demonstrate the site's functionality with aides Thursday evening in an event at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.
Trump has portrayed the effort -- which he has branded as "Most Favored Nation" -- as one of his signature policy accomplishments, often appearing alongside pharmaceutical executives to showcase price concessions his administration secured. Trump has also called on Congress to codify the program, including it as a key plank in his "Great Healthcare Plan" proposal released in January.
"This is the biggest thing ever to happen on drug prices ... it's going to reduce the cost of health care because health care is probably 50 percent drugs, right?" Trump said at a political rally in North Carolina in December. "This achievement alone should win us the midterms."
Spending on prescription drugs, which has accounted for about 9 percent of U.S. health care spending in recent years, has continued to rise despite pledges from Democratic and Republican presidents to bring it down. Trump has said that his first-term announcement that drug prices briefly inched down ranks among his proudest moments as president.
The White House did not immediately respond to questions about Thursday's planned event. Press secretary Karoline Leavitt wrote on X that Trump would be joined by Mehmet Oz, administrator of the Centers for Medicaid and Medicaid Services, and Joe Gebbia, director of the National Design Studio, a new administration initiative to improve government websites.
The launch of TrumpRx.gov comes more than 12 years after the debut of Healthcare.gov, a signature initiative of President Barack Obama and Democrats designed to help Americans shop for health insurance plans through the Affordable Care Act. That website's launch was memorably rocky -- only six people successfully signed up for health plans on the website's first day, according to internal Obama administration notes obtained by congressional Republicans -- a failure that became a political liability for the Obama administration.
Trump has sought to avoid a similar fate with his site, which is a much smaller undertaking, and to ensure the initiative delivers visible political payoff. The president and drug company leaders have previewed the site by focusing on savings for popular drugs such as Novo Nordisk's Ozempic, which often carries a list price of $1,000 per month and is commonly used for weight-loss. Ozempic's list price would drop to $350 when purchased through the new website, officials have said.
"TrumpRx doesn't sell medications," according to a description on the website. "Instead, it connects patients directly with the best prices, increasing transparency and cutting out costly third-party markups."
Some Democrats and health policy experts have acknowledged that Trump's new initiative could lower drug prices for some Americans and expand access to medications. But many have said that the public pledges remain too vague to gauge the program's full impact, and some experts have warned that the program is likely to be constrained by the courts. They also have noted that TrumpRx's focus on cutting "list prices" for drugs may obscure that many Americans already can obtain discounts and rebates that lower the cost of their medication. Novo Nordisk, for example, already offers Ozempic available at significant discounts through its own website.
The website "could have some impact, but it is far from revolutionary," Craig Garthwaite, director of health care at Northwestern University's Kellogg School of Management, wrote in an email. He added that the program sidesteps bigger challenges in America's health system. "For most brand name medications, patients simply can't afford to pay cash out of pocket. That is what insurance is for!"
Others, including former federal officials, have questioned the legality of the expedited Food and Drug Administration reviews that have been promised to some participating drug companies, warning that rushing those reviews could be illegal and dangerous.
Congressional Democrats also have demanded answers from pharmaceutical companies on the terms of their participation, their future pricing predictions and their work to help set up TrumpRx.gov.
"The Administration has yet to provide any public information that the announcements will result in any real savings for consumers," Sen. Ron Wyden (Oregon) and three other top Democrats on congressional committees that oversee parts of the U.S. health system said in a joint statement in December. "In fact, economists have questioned whether consumers will see any meaningful benefits. The public deserves answers on this and a better understanding of what this means for their everyday costs."
Two-thirds of Americans say that they worry about paying for health care, including the cost of health insurance and prescription drugs, according to a KFF poll released last Thursday. Health care costs also represented Americans' top financial worry, surpassing utilities, food, and rent or mortgage.
Most Americans (55 percent) also said that their health care costs had increased in the past year, KFF found. A similar percentage (56 percent) say that they expect health care to become less affordable in the future.
While Democrats generally have the edge on health care issues, holding a 16-percentage-point edge on which party that Americans trust to address the Affordable Care Act (42-26), the advantage is narrower on drug costs -- an issue that Trump has relentlessly campaigned on -- with Democrats holding a five-point edge on Republicans (35-30).
White House officials said in December that the National Design Studio had taken the lead on setting up TrumpRx.gov.
"The site has come together at record time. There's been extensive testing by many people, and there will continue to be so that [when] we launch the site. It's ready to go and ready for prime time," a senior administration official told reporters on a press call, speaking on condition of anonymity to preview a forthcoming announcement.
Mark Cuban, a founder of Cost Plus Drugs, a website that offers similar services to TrumpRx.gov, said he welcomed the new site.
"I don't think it solves the ultimate problem of how the system is designed, but I think it's something that we obviously agree on," Cuban, a frequent Trump critic, said at a Senate Special Committee on Aging hearing in October.
This story is developing and will be updated.
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Immigration
Border czar Tom Homan says 700 ICE and CBP officers are leaving Minneapolis
The reduction of ICE officers in Minneapolis is a significant scaling back of Homeland Security's presence and comes after two U.S. citizens were killed.

White House border czar Tom Homan speaks during a news conference in Minneapolis on Wednesday. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


By Maria Sacchetti | 2026-02-04
President Donald Trump's border czar, Tom Homan, said Wednesday that 700 immigration and border agents are departing the Minneapolis area after weeks of violent confrontations and the fatal shootings by officers of two U.S. citizens.
Homan said the departing group includes agents and officers from Immigration and Customs Enforcement as well as Customs and Border Protection. The withdrawal shrinks the federal footprint from about 3,000 agents to 2,300 -- a significant scaling back but still a much larger number than the 80 who were in the Minneapolis area before Operation Metro Surge began Dec. 1, according to court records. The reduction in officers is effective immediately, he said.
Homan said one reason for the reduction in force is that a number of law enforcement agencies in Minnesota had expressed interest in allowing ICE to arrest immigrants for deportation inside jails, after they had already been arrested for a crime. Though the state and several counties already offer that cooperation, Trump officials had said they decided to raid the Minneapolis area because it did not. The operation is the Trump administration's largest immigration crackdown yet.
"My goal with the support of President Trump is to achieve a complete drawdown and end this surge as soon as we can," he said.
The partial withdrawal comes a day after an emotional forum on Capitol Hill on the use of force by federal agents involved in Trump's mass deportation campaign. The forum included testimony from the brothers of Renee Good, who was shot and killed on Jan. 7 by an ICE officer. On Jan. 24, ICU nurse Alex Pretti was fatally shot by a Border Patrol agent and a CBP officer.
Good and Pretti were among those demonstrating against the growing presence of masked, armed immigration officers in the city. Though Homan says the officers target criminals, many of those arrested had no records. Some were young children.
The Department of Homeland Security said Wednesday that it has arrested more than 4,000 immigrants as part of Operation Metro Surge, including people convicted of murder, sex offenses and other crimes. Officials have not released a complete list, however, and it is unclear how many had criminal convictions.
Homan's remarks drew skepticism from Minnesota, where officials have demanded an immediate end to the surge. They say officers have endangered communities by smashing car windows, snatching people from their homes without warrants, and deploying tear gas in violation of protesters' First Amendment rights. Many are Border Patrol agents sent from far-flung areas such as Texas.
Mayor Jacob Frey of Minneapolis, the state's largest city, said in a statement on social media that "2,000 federal agents isn't a de-escalation."
"My message to the White House has been consistent -- Operation Metro Surge has been catastrophic for our residents and businesses," Frey said on X. "It needs to end immediately."
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, who filed a lawsuit last month seeking to sharply restrict the surge of officers in a state with far fewer immigrants than other states, called the drawdown inadequate.
"Fewer federal immigration agents on our streets harming Minnesotans would be a step in the right direction, but the surge needs to end," Ellison said in a statement online. "... It has left two Minnesotans dead. Countless more of our neighbors have been unlawfully detained, assaulted, harassed, and intimidated."
DHS and its immigration and border agencies did not respond to questions about whether it had brokered any new agreements with state or local law enforcement to aid in immigration roundups. Homan has said such cooperation would be key to ending the surge.
He also expressed a willingness to compromise, though he did not say so directly. In the past he has pushed jails to honor ICE detainers, which ask jailers to hold immigrants for up to 48 hours after judges have ordered them released in their criminal cases. Minnesota's attorney general considers that an illegal rearrest.
Homan said federal officers would not ask Minnesota authorities to hold people past their release dates. But he said arresting them inside jails or communicating more openly would require fewer officers and meet the administration's goals of arresting criminals.
Richard Hodsdon, general counsel for the Minnesota Sheriffs' Association, said in a phone interview Wednesday that many of the roughly 80 county jails are probably interested in contracting with ICE to detain immigrants. But he said officials have generally agreed to share information about the immigration status of people in their jails.
"If the perception of cooperation is willingness to share information, it's always been available," he said.
Homan, a plainspoken former acting ICE director who has been one of the administration's enforcement cheerleaders, said officials will continue to enforce immigration laws. Since Trump returned to the White House, officials have unapologetically detained and deported families, longtime residents, the sick and children. Federal officers also have been accused of targeting people because of the color of their skin or their accents.
But on Wednesday, Homan struck a more subdued tone, following significant blowback to the administration's surge and grief over the deaths. Trump dispatched him to Minnesota after the administration's initial response to Pretti's fatal shooting generated more outrage.
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem and White House adviser Stephen Miller disparaged Pretti and attempted to portray him as the aggressor. Miller described Pretti on social media as a "domestic terrorist," and DHS alleged he "wanted to do maximum damage and massacre law enforcement."
Multiple polls in recent days have signaled sharp criticism of the Trump administration's enforcement tactics.
A Quinnipiac University poll released Wednesday showed that about 6 in 10 voters said Trump's treatment of undocumented immigrants is "too harsh." A clear majority favored firing Noem.
Most said Pretti's shooting was not justified.
An Economist/YouGov poll found that a slight majority of Americans did not believe the administration's account of his death. Almost half said there should be a joint federal and state investigation into it, though the federal government has said it will run the investigation.
Polling also showed support for demonstrators. In a Pew Research Center poll conducted in late January, 74 percent of adults said it's acceptable for people to record video of immigration officers making arrests, while 59 percent said it's acceptable to publicize locations where agents are making arrests. Roughly 6 in 10 said agents shouldn't wear face coverings.
Homan said the Trump administration will plan to make body-worn cameras available nationwide, and immediately in the Minneapolis area, saying the failure to use them had been "unacceptable."
Homan did not acknowledge that DHS had proposed gutting the ICE body-camera program this fiscal year, or that a Trump administration official said it had opposed making cameras mandatory in the DHS budget that passed the House last month.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Lee Hamilton, foreign policy leader in Congress, dies at 94
President Barack Obama called the Indiana Democrat "one of the most influential voices on international relations and American national security."

Former congressman Lee H. Hamilton testifies during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in 2007, discussing recommendations of the Iraq Study Group. (Mark Wilson/Getty Images)


By Michael H. Brown | 2026-02-04
Lee H. Hamilton, a deliberative, soft-spoken Indiana Democrat who won bipartisan respect for his integrity and foreign policy expertise during 34 years in the U.S. House of Representatives, and who later helped steer high-profile inquiries into the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Iraq War strategy, died Feb. 3 at his home in Bloomington, Indiana. He was 94.
His son, Douglas Hamilton, confirmed the death but did not cite a specific cause. 
Mr. Hamilton, who was first elected to the House in 1964, became a prominent voice in some of the most contentious foreign policy debates of his era.
The son of a pacifist Methodist minister, he helped lead an unsuccessful effort in 1991 to block President George H.W. Bush's use of the military to drive Iraq from Kuwait. During the Reagan administration, the congressman had forcefully opposed military aid for the anti-communist contra rebels fighting to overthrow Nicaragua's left-wing Sandinista government.
An all-state Hoosier high school basketball star, he maintained the lanky build and crew cut of his youth into his senior years. He also maintained a middle-of-the-road voting record that reflected the largely rural, small-town slice of southern Indiana he represented.
He was measured in tone and language, almost professorial in manner -- the antithesis of the stereotypical backslapping, lectern-thumping politician.

Mr. Hamilton, second from left, testifies at a Senate committee hearing in 2007. He was joined by New York Mayor Mike Bloomberg and fellow 9/11 Commission members Slade Gorton and Tim Roemer. (Michel du Cille/The Washington Post)


"Lee Hamilton is a thinker, which makes him a little different," political commentator Chris Matthews, then an aide to Speaker Thomas P. "Tip" O'Neill Jr. (D-Massachusetts), told the New York Times in 1984. "He makes his case logically, deductively. He's not the kind of visceral politician you see around here."
At the time, Mr. Hamilton chaired the Europe and Middle East subcommittee of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and was O'Neill's point man in pushing the Reagan administration to withdraw U.S. peacekeepers from Lebanon after the terrorist bombing in Beirut that killed 241 American service members. He later chaired the full Foreign Affairs and Intelligence committees.
Mr. Hamilton advocated an activist role for Congress in shaping foreign policy and cautioned lawmakers against ceding all responsibility for military intervention to the president.
The proper boundary between the executive and legislative branches was at the heart of the Iran-contra affair, which raised Mr. Hamilton's profile somewhat beyond Capitol Hill.
After disclosures that the Reagan administration had diverted profits from the secret sale of weapons to Iran to fund the Nicaraguan rebels, then-Speaker Jim Wright (D-Texas) appointed Mr. Hamilton to head a special House committee to investigate the clandestine arrangement, which was designed to circumvent Congress's ban on funding of the contras.

Former national security adviser Robert C. McFarlane, left, is sworn in by Mr. Hamilton, standing at right, in 1987, during the second week of congressional hearings on the Iran-contra affair. (Lana Harris/AP)


In 1987, Mr. Hamilton's committee and a Senate panel chaired by Democrat Daniel K. Inouye of Hawaii held 41 days of televised hearings. The two key players, Vice Admiral John M. Poindexter, Reagan's national security adviser, and an aide, Lt. Col. Oliver L. North, were unrepentant when they appeared, insisting that the covert program was in the national interest.
Blaming the scandal at least in part on Congress's "fickle, vacillating, unpredictable, on-again-off-again policy" toward the contras, North told the committees: "The Congress of the United States left soldiers in the field unsupported and vulnerable to their communist enemies ... I am proud of the efforts that we made, and I am proud of the fight that we fought."
Mr. Hamilton's reply was polite and stern. "I cannot agree," he said, "that the end has justified these means, that the threat in Central America was so great that we had to do something even if it meant disregarding constitutional processes [and] deceiving the Congress and the American people."
He concluded: "Democracy has its frustrations. You've experienced some of them, but we -- you and I -- know of no better system of government. And when that democratic process is subverted, we risk all that we cherish."
In the end, the two committees found no conclusive evidence that Reagan was aware of the diversion. But their majority report concluded that laws had been disregarded and that the president "created or at least tolerated an environment where those who did know of the diversion believed with certainty that they were carrying out the President's policies."
North and Poindexter were later found guilty of criminal charges stemming from the Iran-contra affair, but their convictions were overturned on appeal.
In an interview for this obituary in 2016, Norman Ornstein, a political scientist at the American Enterprise Institute, called Mr. Hamilton "one of the premier legislators of his time."
At least two Democratic presidential candidates, Michael Dukakis in 1988 and Bill Clinton in 1992, considered Mr. Hamilton as a running mate. His less-than-lively style and his record on some social issues -- most noticeably, his opposition to federal funding of abortions except in cases of rape, incest or a threat to the mother's life -- may have hurt his chances.
Mr. Hamilton did not seek reelection in 1998, but his career in elective politics proved to be only a first act. The second was a run of leadership roles in public policy and academic undertakings that cemented his standing as one of Washington's elder statesmen.
In 2002, he was named vice chairman of the 9/11 Commission, an independent, bipartisan panel created by Congress and the White House to examine the terrorist attacks a year earlier on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
Chaired by former New Jersey governor Thomas Kean, a Republican, the 10-member group issued a unanimous report in 2004 identifying a raft of government shortcomings that contributed to the 9/11 disaster and 41 recommendations to prevent a recurrence. The report led to a number of changes in national security policies and organization, including the creation of a new position -- director of national intelligence -- to unify the intelligence community.
Though the commission was not without critics, Kean and Mr. Hamilton, who worked essentially as co-chairs, got high marks for steering the investigation through a political minefield and producing a document that had the backing of all commission members, Republicans and Democrats.
Mr. Hamilton returned to the limelight in 2006 as co-chair, with former secretary of state James A. Baker III, of the Iraq Study Group, a bipartisan panel organized by the U.S. Institute of Peace to propose strategies to stabilize Iraq, where sectarian violence was taking an increasing toll in American and Iraqi lives three years after the U.S.-led invasion.
Among its 79 recommendations, the 10-member group called for boosting diplomatic efforts in the region, including engaging Syria and Iran, and increasing the number of American troops embedded in Iraqi units for training purposes while gradually decreasing the strength of U.S. combat forces.
In part because of Baker's close connection to the Bush family, the panel's work drew significant media attention. But in January 2007 -- in what then-Vice President Dick Cheney later described as a "repudiation of the Baker-Hamilton report" -- President George W. Bush announced the deployment of more than 20,000 additional U.S. troops to Iraq to provide security, mainly in Baghdad. The surge would buy time for the Iraqi government to strengthen its military capacity, the administration argued.
In 2015, President Barack Obama awarded Mr. Hamilton the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor. The White House announcement called him "one of the most influential voices on international relations and American national security over the course of his more than 40-year career."
Lee Herbert Hamilton was born in Daytona Beach, Florida, on April 20, 1931, and as a child, he moved with his family to Evansville, Indiana, where his father had a church assignment.
He graduated in 1952 from DePauw University and completed a law degree at Indiana University in 1956. He was a lawyer in Columbus, Indiana, when he got involved in politics, and in 1964, he rode President Lyndon B. Johnson's coattails to victory over an incumbent GOP congressman. Except for a close call in the GOP landslide of 1994, he repeatedly won reelection by comfortable margins.
His wife of 57 years, Nancy Nelson, died in a car accident in 2012. In addition to his son, Douglas, survivors include two daughters, Tracy Souza and Deborah Kremer; five grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter.
After leaving Congress, Mr. Hamilton was president for more than a decade of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington. He also directed what is now the Center on Representative Government at Indiana University in Bloomington and wrote books on Congress and international affairs.
When Mr. Hamilton left the Wilson Center in 2010 and was preparing to move back to Indiana, an NPR interviewer asked him what he had learned over his many years in public life.
"I think that you come filled with ambition and drive and energy and wanting to accomplish great things, and you find the system is very hard to move, to make it work," Mr. Hamilton replied. "I think what has impressed me over the years is the sheer complexity and difficulty of governing this country."
Harrison Smith contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court clears way for California voting map that bolsters Democrats
The Supreme Court allowed a new California voting map that could help Democrats gain up to five seats in Congress.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom signs legislation for a special election on a redrawn congressional map on Aug. 21 in Sacramento. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2026-02-04
The Supreme Court on Wednesday allowed for now a new California voting map that could help Democrats gain up to five seats in Congress, the latest twist in a national fight between liberals and conservatives seeking advantage in this year's midterm elections.
The justices cleared the state to use a map pushed by California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) and approved by voters that was intended to offset a redistricting effort by Republicans in Texas sought by President Donald Trump. The Texas map could net the GOP up to five additional seats.
The high court's ruling will remain in effect while a lawsuit challenging California's map works its way through the courts. The Supreme Court ruled in December that the Texas map was constitutional, so many legal experts expected the justices to approve the California map as well.
The justices did not provide a rationale for their decision in the brief order. There were no noted dissents.
Democrats and Republicans in nearly two dozen states have taken or explored the unusual step of redrawing congressional voting maps mid-decade to try to secure partisan advantage during the 2026 elections. The high-stakes efforts could determine control of the narrowly divided House of Representatives.
Typically, states alter congressional boundaries only after the census, once every 10 years; the mid-decade push this year is the largest since the 1800s.
The Supreme Court's majority rejected an argument by California Republicans that the state improperly relied on race to draw the map, in violation of the Constitution. The state GOP claimed Democrats tried to increase Latino voting power in the Central Valley to curry political support.
The landmark Voting Rights Act prevents states from drawing maps that dilute the power of minority voters, but states also can't draw maps explicitly based on race because that would violate the Constitution's equal protection clause. It can be a tricky needle to thread.
Republicans urged the court to rule quickly because candidates can begin submitting their paperwork to run in California's new districts this coming Monday. They said the court should require the state use a 2021 map drawn up by the independent, nonpartisan Citizens Redistricting Commission that is normally tasked with drawing maps in the state. That map already yielded a heavily Democratic congressional delegation, but Republicans were able to win nine of the state's 52 districts in 2024. The new map was designed to yield a 48-4 split.
"Even when a state claims it is engaged in a partisan rather than racial gerrymandering, it may not use race as a 'proxy' for politics," California Republicans wrote in a court filing. "Regrettably, California has done precisely that."
The state countered that its gerrymander was strictly a political move to gain Democrats more seats, which is allowed by law. They said state Republicans had no evidence that race was a motivating factor in drawing the map. Texas made almost identical arguments about partisanship versus race in successfully defending its map.
It would be "strange for California to undertake a mid-decade restricting effort with the predominant purpose of benefitting Latino voters and then enact a new map that contains an identical number of Latino-majority districts," state officials wrote in a Supreme Court filing.
After Texas lawmakers approved that state's new map in August at the urging of Trump, Newsom announced California would try to counter the effort.
"California will not sit idle as Trump and his Republican lapdogs shred our country's democracy before our very eyes," Newsom said in a statement at the time.
In November, the state's voters overwhelmingly approved Proposition 50, which allowed the state to temporarily bypass the redistricting commission. The move was seen as a major political victory for Democrats and Newsom, who could run for president.
Republicans sued. A divided panel of district court judges refused to block the new map, before the state Republicans filed an emergency appeal to the Supreme Court. The Trump administration backed California's GOP.
Other states have also jumped into the redistricting fray, including Missouri, Ohio, North Carolina and Utah, which enacted new maps favoring Republicans. Blue states, including Virginia, Maryland and Washington, are working on their own redistricting plans.
In late January, a Virginia judge ruled the process Democrats used to create a constitutional amendment to increase Democratic seats in Congress was illegal. Democrats vowed to appeal.
The redistricting war is only one legal factor that could influence the outcome of the this year's midterms. The Supreme Court is also considering the legality of the last remaining pillar of the Voting Rights Act, which requires states to draw maps under certain circumstances that allow minority voters to elect candidates of their choice.
The justices seemed inclined to limit or strike down Section 2 during arguments in the case in October. Such a ruling could touch off a nationwide redistricting scramble that could result in roughly a dozen Black legislators losing their seats, mostly in the South.
The case is also part of a busy term at the Supreme Court, which is dealing with election- and voting-related issues. The justices are weighing whether to restrict laws that allow states to count mail-in ballots that arrive after polls close as long as they are postmarked by Election Day.
In another case, the justices cleared the way for an Illinois congressman to challenge the state's mail-in ballot law. Trump supporters have targeted mail-in ballot rules in a number of states after the president falsely claimed he lost the 2020 election because of voting fraud.
In a third case, the justices will decide whether to knock down restrictions on coordinated campaign spending between political parties and federal candidates.
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Courts & Law
Mexican cartel scion, wanted in journalist's death, sentenced to 5 years
Mexico has sought Damaso Lopez Serrano's extradition since 2020, charging him with ordering the killing of Javier Valdez, an award-winning journalist in Mexico who covered the drug trade in Culiacan.

Damaso Lopez Nunez is detained by police in Mexico City in 2017 in this image taken from video. (Jorge Barrera/AP)


By Steve Thompson | 2026-02-04
A federal judge sentenced the son of a top Sinaloa cartel leader to five years in prison Wednesday for trying to distribute fentanyl while still under federal supervision for an earlier drug trafficking conviction.
The sentence delivered in the U.S. District Court in Alexandria marks the end of a remarkable case that Mexican authorities hope could deliver Damaso Lopez Serrano to that country to face charges in the death of a renowned journalist.
Lopez Serrano, listed as 37 years old in court papers and known as "Mini Lic," is the son of Damaso Lopez Nunez, formerly one of the cartel's most powerful figures. Lopez Serrano pleaded guilty in May to attempted possession with intent to distribute fentanyl after an FBI sting. The operation found him coordinating the delivery of what was purported to be three kilograms of the drug to an associate in Los Angeles. The supposed drugs were actually a sham substance that federal agents had intercepted.
Mexico has sought Lopez Serrano's extradition since 2020, charging him with ordering the killing of Javier Valdez, an award-winning journalist in Mexico who covered the drug trade in Culiacan. The United States repeatedly refused, according to Mexican officials, saying Lopez Serrano was a protected witness providing information to U.S. authorities. His latest conviction could change that calculation.
In imposing the sentence, U.S. District Judge Anthony J. Trenga chose not to deviate from a joint recommendation under a plea agreement between Justice Department prosecutors and defense attorneys. Lopez Serrano faced a mandatory minimum of five years and a maximum of 40 years in prison. His five-year sentence will run concurrently with a five-year sentence for violating his previous supervised release, and it will be followed by five years of supervised release.
Before receiving the sentence, Lopez Serrano stood before Trenga in a green jailhouse jumpsuit, wearing glasses and a buzz cut, and asked for forgiveness from his family and others.
"There are no words to express how regretful I am," Lopez Serrano said through a Spanish interpreter. Voicing a sentiment similar to the one he delivered ahead of being sentenced in 2022 for his previous conviction, Lopez Serrano said he is a changed man and his goal is to start "a new life from scratch."
"It's my deepest wish to be back with my family and show them that I have changed," Lopez Serrano said.

Relatives of slain journalist Javier Valdez at a memorial for him in Culiacan, Mexico, in 2017. (Enric Marti/AP)


Lopez Serrano's lawyer, Matthew J. Lombard, who has represented him since his previous case in California, declined to comment after the hearing.
In his initial trafficking case, Lopez Serrano admitted to coordinating the importation of "tonnage quantities" of drugs, and he faced up to life in prison. But after apparently cooperating with U.S. authorities, he received a sentence of time served in 2022 and walked free on supervised release. Within two years, he was caught trying to traffic what was purported  to be fentanyl, and now he faces the possibility of being sent to Mexico on charges in the Valdez case. 
Valdez covered the drug trade for nearly two decades in Culiacan, the capital of the Sinaloa state, and founded the news outlet Riodoce. He was shot multiple times in broad daylight on May 15, 2017 -- days after publishing a column that portrayed Lopez Serrano in diminishing terms.
In the column, Valdez described Lopez Serrano based on his interviews as a "pistolero de utileria" -- a prop pistol gunman -- in a cutting description of the cartel scion as unfit for leadership. Valdez portrayed him as said to be "good for chatting but not for business," someone who "only drinks the sweet rewards that his father sowed and harvested," according to excerpts republished later by Riodoce.
Mexican prosecutors presented Valdez's writings as a motive for the killing. According to Riodoce's reporting on the investigation by Mexican prosecutors, the assassins received as payment a silver pistol with white grips bearing the images of Lopez Serrano and his father.
Two men were convicted: Heriberto "P" received 14 years in prison in 2020; Juan "P" was sentenced to 32 years in 2021. Lopez Serrano, prosecutors say, was the one who ordered the hit.
Mexican officials obtained an arrest warrant for Lopez Serrano in 2020, but the United States repeatedly refused to extradite him. Speaking at the Mexican president's morning news conference days after Lopez Serrano's December 2024 arrest on the drug charge for which he was sentenced this week, Mexico's then-Attorney General Alejandro Gertz Manero explained why.
"They had indicated that he was a witness protected by the United States government and that he was giving them a lot of information," Gertz said. "Because of that, they could not help us in that way."
Lopez Serrano's journey through the U.S. justice system began in July 2017, when he walked across the border and surrendered to federal agents. The Drug Enforcement Administration called him "the highest-ranking Mexican cartel leader ever to self-surrender in the United States."
Court records describe Lopez Nunez, known as "El Licenciado," as a former right-hand man to Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman who helped the drug lord escape from Mexican federal prison twice -- including through a mile-long tunnel from Mexico's highest-security prison in 2015. Lopez Nunez was extradited to the United States in 2018 and sentenced to life in prison in the same Alexandria courthouse where his son was sentenced Wednesday.
At his 2018 plea hearing in San Diego, Lopez Serrano admitted he had been a leader within the Sinaloa cartel who helped coordinate the importation of "tonnage quantities" of cocaine into the U.S. between 2003 and 2016.
He faced a mandatory minimum of 10 years and a maximum of life in prison. Yet in September 2022, after more than four years of delays, a federal judge sentenced him to time served and five years of supervised release. Mexican authorities have said Lopez Serrano was cooperating with the U.S. government -- an assertion consistent with the repeatedly delayed sentencing.
Lopez Serrano moved from Southern California to Virginia in 2024. A few months later, he was discussing fentanyl importation from Mexico to Southern California with an individual who was secretly providing information to the FBI, according to court records.
Using an encrypted cellphone app, Lopez Serrano told the FBI's informant that he had people in Southern California who could distribute fentanyl, according to court records. They discussed costs, potential profits and how Lopez Serrano could finance the transactions through the sale of family properties in Mexico, according to court records.
In late 2024, the individual told Lopez Serrano he could have four kilograms of fentanyl available for delivery to Los Angeles the following week. Lopez Serrano provided a phone number for the person who would take delivery.
Unknown to Lopez Serrano, the FBI had intercepted the shipment. Lopez Serrano's associate arrived at the prearranged location, got into a car with an FBI cooperator, looked over the packages and was arrested.
Lopez Serrano's arrest afterward triggered a quick response from Mexico. Within days, Gertz appeared at the presidential news conference and renewed the country's demand for extradition.
"He is the mastermind behind that murder," Gertz said of Valdez's killing, adding that Mexican authorities had "insisted on countless occasions" on Lopez Serrano's extradition.
"Now, with this situation in which they themselves are acknowledging that this individual is committing a crime, I believe that there are more than enough reasons for them to support us now," Gertz said.
A spokesman for the U.S. attorney's office for the Eastern District of Virginia, which prosecuted the case, declined to comment this week about whether the government would support Mexico's extradition request.
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Justice
Fulton County goes to court to demand return of ballots seized by FBI
Robb Pitts, chairman of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, vowed that county officials would use "every resource" to secure ballots and other material.

Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard steps out of a vehicle outside the Fulton County Elections Hub and Operation Center in Union City, Georgia, on Jan. 28. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)


By Mark Berman, Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-02-04
Officials in Georgia filed a court challenge Wednesday seeking the return of scores of election records seized by federal agents last week from a warehouse in Fulton County, which has been central to right-wing conspiracy theories about President Donald Trump's loss in the 2020 presidential election.
Robb Pitts, chairman of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, vowed that county officials would use "every resource" to secure ballots and other material and cast the court fight as part of a broader effort to ensure the future of independent elections.
The county's motion, which was filed under seal in federal court in Atlanta, also asked the judge to unseal the investigative affidavit  that agents submitted to secure their search warrant, Pitts said.
"Our very Constitution is at stake in this fight," he said at a news conference, adding later: "This case is not only about Fulton County. It's about elections across Georgia and across the nation."
Trump has long maintained that the 2020 election, which he lost to Joe Biden, was rigged, but U.S. national security officials have said they found no evidence of widespread fraud and numerous courts rejected claims of election irregularities as unfounded.
Despite that, conspiracy theories about the election -- especially its administration in Fulton, Georgia's most populous county -- have remained a fixation for the president and his allies five years after his defeat. The county was where, in January 2021, Trump tried to persuade Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) to "find" enough votes to reverse Biden's win.
Trump's focus on the county intensified after a Fulton County grand jury indicted him and 18 associates on racketeering charges in 2023 over their alleged efforts to overturn election results. The case, led by the Fulton District Attorney Fani T. Willis, was dismissed in November after legal stumbles.
Just last month, Trump vowed that "people will soon be prosecuted for what they did" as he bemoaned his 2020 loss during a speech at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.
Agents spent several hours last week sifting through documents at the Fulton County warehouse, eventually leaving with what county elections chief Sherri Allen described as 700 boxes of records. The FBI's deputy director, Andrew Bailey, and Tulsi Gabbard, the director of national intelligence, were present throughout the search.
A copy of the warrant obtained by The Washington Post said the Fulton County search was part of a criminal investigation into possible violations of federal laws -- one regarding officials' retention and preservation of election records, and the other criminalizing efforts to defraud voters from an impartially conducted election.
The warrant authorized agents to seize all physical ballots from the 2020 election, voting machine tabulator tapes, images produced during the ballot count and voter rolls from that year.
It listed Thomas Albus -- the recently confirmed U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri -- as the prosecutor overseeing the investigation. Attorney General Pam Bondi recently appointed Albus to a special role within the Justice Department investigating election integrity issues nationwide.
An official from Gabbard's office said in an email Monday that her trip to Georgia "was requested by the President and executed under her broad statutory authority to coordinate, integrate, and analyze intelligence related to election security."
The director of national intelligence has no operational authority. Gabbard accompanied Bailey "in an observer role," said the official with her office, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the matter.
After news of Gabbard's participation in the raid broke last week, the top Democrats on the House and Senate intelligence committees demanded an "immediate" briefing on her actions.
"Your recent actions raise foundational questions about the current mission of your office," wrote Rep. Jim Himes (D-Connecticut) and Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia).
In a highly unusual move, Gabbard met with some of the FBI agents who executed the search warrant and called Trump from that meeting, according to a person familiar with the matter, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it.
Trump initially did not answer but called back a short time later and spoke to the FBI agents, thanking them for their work on the case. The FBI declined to comment on the call, which was reported earlier by the New York Times.
In a letter to Himes and Warner released Monday evening, Gabbard defended her presence during the Georgia search, saying it was requested by Trump. Gabbard also said she met with the FBI agents at the bureau's Atlanta field office and "facilitated a brief phone call for the President to thank the agents personally for their work."
"He did not ask any questions, nor did he or I issue any directives," Gabbard wrote.
On Tuesday, Warner portrayed Gabbard's role as "an effort to try to curry favor with the president" by overstepping her authority as the nation's senior intelligence official.
"I'm deeply concerned about it spreading to other states," Warner said, adding that he was not aware of any further planned raids.
"This is not about the 2020 election," Warner said, instead framing the investigation as an attempt to seize states' constitutional authority to manage the polls. "If it doesn't scare the heck out of you, it should."
Pitts echoed those concerns at his news conference Wednesday. Gabbard's presence during the search, he said, suggests "there is something sinister going on here" that was bigger than just an FBI investigation.
He said he had been warned two days before FBI agents descended on the county that he and other Georgia elections officials would be arrested within days. Although the  threat has not panned out, Pitts said he received another warning call Monday morning.
Pitts declined to specify who sent the warnings, except to say it was a knowledgeable person in Washington.

The Fulton County Elections Hub and Operation Center. (Alyssa Pointer/Reuters)


On Monday, Trump told right-wing podcaster Dan Bongino -- who recently stepped down from his role as deputy director of the FBI -- that Republican lawmakers "should take over the voting ... in at least 15 places."
Trump continued to falsely claim he had won states he lost during his conversation with Bongino and said "some interesting things" could emerge in Georgia, though he did not detail the findings of the FBI search.

President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


Though the details of their court filing Wednesday remain sealed, county leaders have said they want to retrieve the records taken by the Trump administration and forensically audit the documents.
"To some extent, it's almost too late at this point because the chain of custody has been broken," Fulton County Commissioner Marvin Arrington Jr. said Monday. "They could add 11,000 records or lose 11,000 records ... and we don't have any way to counter any false narrative they come up with."
Arrington said the false perception that Trump won Fulton -- a deep-blue county that is home to Atlanta, the state's capital -- has persisted despite multiple recounts, audits and a clean bill of health from Republican state leaders.
"He believes he won the 2020 election," Arrington said of Trump. "It's a full-frontal attack on democracy."
Mariana Alfaro, Ben Brasch, Noah Robertson, Perry Stein and Warren P. Strobel contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
Calls to 'defund ICE' are horrifying
The chair of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee on autism policy, plus readers on crypto and ICE's tactics.

(Yuki Iwamura/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-02-05
Marc A. Thiessen's Jan. 30 op-ed, "The left is badly misreading the politics of illegal immigration," was 100 percent on point. As a staunchly Democratic voter, it horrifies me to start hearing the "defund ICE" chant resonating within my party.
Americans crave law and order. Under President Joe Biden, we were deprived of it through policies that seemed to let criminals do as they pleased. Now, Americans are also seeing a lack of respect for law and order through President Donald Trump's own actions. Democrats should embrace the true, fair application of law for everyone if they want to start winning elections.
Jeremy Siegel, Brentwood
I'm conservative at heart and believe that we, the people, have not focused enough on immigration policy over the past few decades. The Trump administration is trying to make up for that lack of focus in one year, by making crossing our borders harder and gathering up those who have not entered our country legally and sending them back where they came from.
The execution of deportation policy, however, has been absolutely horrible across the board. This is from a national public relations standpoint as well as because of the tactics used by Immigration and Customs Enforcement in local communities.
Marc Thiessen's op-ed exemplified the PR problem. He "misread the politics of illegal immigration" when he blamed Minnesota's leaders and their sanctuary policies for causing the circumstances for the deaths of protesters Renee Good and Alex Pretti. Our immigration system needs reform, but the Trump administration's decisions in Minnesota are not the way to do it.
James East, Springfield
The Jan. 30 news article "RFK Jr. picks promoters of debunked vaccine-autism claims for key panel" overlooked the substantive accomplishments and qualifications of Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee appointees and the serious failures of autism policy over the past quarter-century.
Since its creation in 2000, the IACC has presided over a period in which autism prevalence has risen from 1 in 150 children to 1 in 31 -- yet core scientific gaps remain largely unaddressed. The article focused primarily on some members' beliefs about vaccines, but it omitted any acknowledgment that for 24 years, autism research and policy have failed to meaningfully explain rising rates, develop effective treatments for core symptoms or address the urgent needs of those most severely affected.
Several critics cited in the article have served on the IACC for years, during a period in which consensus approaches delivered limited measurable progress for families.
Also absent from the article was serious discussion of co-occurring medical conditions -- seizures, immune dysfunction, gastrointestinal disease, sleep disorders -- that disproportionately affect individuals with severe autism and drive excess illness and early death. These are not fringe concerns; they are common, clinically disabling conditions that remain poorly integrated into autism research, policy and care.
Both the article and previous IACC strategic plans have been notably silent on the topic of neurodevelopmental regression, which can be a devastating occurrence for individuals and families. About 30 to 40 percent of parents report a loss of previously acquired language, social or motor skills in their autistic children, yet regression has received virtually no sustained research attention.
The current IACC represents an opportunity -- not a threat -- to confront long-standing blind spots. Recognizing past failures is not anti-science; it is the necessary starting point for progress.
Sylvia Fogel, Wellesley, Massachusetts
The writer is chair of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee.
Paul Winfree warned of the risk of a financial bubble linked to cryptocurrencies in his Jan. 22 op-ed, "Washington, stop pretending crypto is something it isn't." Inflating it, Winfree argued, are forces long familiar to market history: easy credit and rampant speculation. The real anomaly is the political environment. Winfree contended that the Trump administration made a serious misjudgment in elevating cryptocurrencies to the status of a strategic priority, culminating in their federal legitimization through the Genius Act.
The debate around cryptocurrencies has for years been driven by rhetorical autopilot. We speak of a "bubble" much as we once spoke of "gambling," then of "fraud," and finally of "imminent collapse."
As early as 2014, Bitcoin was commonly dismissed as a speculative bubble bound to burst. Alongside such invective came solemn editorials ritually pronouncing its impending demise. Bitcoin has been declared dead 457 times. Each time, unfailingly, wrongly.
Today it trades at about $75,000 and has become a fixture in the portfolios of institutional investors, pension funds and asset managers. If there is a bubble, it has endured for more than a decade.
Comparing it to the early internet is not a nostalgic stretch. In the 1990s, there was no shortage of analyses predicting the internet's collapse. Something similar is happening with cryptocurrencies compounded by a new factor: political intervention.
When the state legitimizes what was born to exist at its margins, the risk is not the bubble. It is the illusion that everything is, at last, under control.
Gaspare Jucan Sicignano, Naples, Italy
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The Post's View
What to make of Trump's 'excellent' call with Xi
He has taken a softer approach against America's chief rival during his first year back in office.

President Donald Trump greets Chinese President Xi Jinping in South Korea on Oct. 30. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-05
If America's relationship with China is the most important in the world, it's also the most unpredictable. Can President Donald Trump prepare for conflict while keeping relations cordial?
Trump transformed Americans' view of China during his first term by firmly acknowledging China is a competitor that the U.S. must confront and compete with. President Joe Biden largely followed this policy playbook, keeping tariffs on China in place while sounding hawkish notes about Taiwan.
This time around, Trump has looked to ease tensions between the world's two richest and most powerful countries. That continued this week when Trump spoke by phone with his Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, in what he described as an "excellent" call -- "all very positive!"
Trump said they talked about China purchasing oil and gas from the U.S., as well as increasing its commitment to purchase soybeans. They also discussed Iran, Taiwan and Ukraine, according to the president's readout. He stressed the need to maintain their "extremely good" personal relationship.
U.S. foreign policy exists to maximize prosperity and freedom for Americans, but as a global superpower America has an unmatched ability to help others around the globe. Yet traditional American concerns about human rights and religious freedom apparently went unmentioned in the most recent call.
The pair could meet as many as four times this year, starting in April. Trump remains focused on business and, to a lesser extent, security. Yet his relationship with Xi doesn't exist in a vacuum, and several traps await the president amid upcoming summits.
The first challenge is stabilizing the relationship without alienating allies. Trump's America First ethos and preference for big bilateral deals can rankle countries like Japan, South Korea and the Philippines. They have prospered under the American nuclear umbrella but increasingly worry about an unreliable America, especially one that might cozy up to a regional bully like Beijing.
Taiwan, though not a formal treaty ally, relies on implicit American support to deter a Chinese invasion. Many in the self-governing island democracy have fretted that Trump could use Taipei as a bargaining chip in talks with Beijing. Yet the president signed off on an $11 billion arms sale to Taiwan late last year. The supply of missiles, drones and howitzers is as important as anything Trump could say.
Xi learned last year that his country's dominance of critical minerals is a uniquely powerful leverage point. Last time, the Chinese used this influence to get Trump to back away from debilitating tariffs. Will he try the same trick on Taiwan policy?
When Trump saw Xi in late October, China agreed to delay by one year its restrictions on the export of rare earth minerals. The U.S. is now embarking on a crash program to shore up the supply of critical materials in supply chains by creating a critical minerals trading bloc with allies to counter China's stranglehold.
Representatives from dozens of European, Asian and African countries met with top American officials on Wednesday to discuss ensuring a stable supply. That came two days after Trump announced plans to build a strategic stockpile of rare earth elements, called Project Vault, by using $10 billion in loans from the Export-Import Bank and $1.67 billion in private capital.
Trump wants to shrink America's trade deficit with China, though it's unclear whether policy decisions in Washington can make that happen -- or if it's even a desirable policy goal. Another issue is that the administration remains undecided about what exactly it wants to sell the Chinese to reduce the deficit.
Last year, Trump announced that he was allowing Nvidia to sell high-end chips to China. Two months later, however, final approvals remain in limbo. The State Department has used a security review to stall the sales. Does the U.S. want to trip up China at the start of the AI race, or focus on running as fast as possible and simply winning on its own?
At the same time, engaging with a communist dictator in pursuit of U.S. interests does not require ignoring American values. Trump said he has asked Xi to release Hong Kong democracy advocate Jimmy Lai, who is wrongfully imprisoned, and he can continue to push for his release as negotiations continue. He can also push for progress on religious freedom and the release of countless other political prisoners.
In this critical year for a critical relationship, the Trump administration won't win on every issue. Yet there's no reason to negotiate with itself -- by preemptively dropping demands on human rights or backing off support for allies -- before talks with Xi and his advisers begin.
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Opinions
No, Billie Eilish, Americans are not thieves on stolen land
Civilization depends on secure property titles, not sincere apologies. 

Billie Eilish accepts the award for song of the year for "Wildflower" during the Grammy Awards on Sunday in Los Angeles. (Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP)


By Richard Epstein, Max Raskin | 2026-02-05
Richard Epstein is a professor of law at New York University School of Law and a senior lecturer at the University of Chicago. Max Raskin is a fellow and adjunct professor of law at New York University School of Law. He is a co-founder of Uris Acquisitions.
Billie Eilish brought the house down at the Grammy Awards on Sunday when she declared, "No one is illegal on stolen land." While the first half of the statement was a fan favorite aimed at President Donald Trump and Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the second half was a throwback evoking popular land declarations this past decade that consider all land stolen if not derived from an original indigenous title. But it's time to put Eilish's theory of property out to pasture: Americans are not thieves who built on stolen land.
In 2022, Los Angeles County unanimously adopted a land acknowledgment proclaiming "that we occupy land originally and still inhabited and cared for by the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples." Accepting generational guilt, the county further "acknowledge[s] that settler colonization resulted in land seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, genocide, and multigenerational trauma." What the resolution fails to mention is that some of this mayhem was inflicted by one Native American tribe on another. Consider the fierce conquest of the southern Plains by the Comanche or the prevalence of Native American slavery before the European arrival. It also fails to mention that "we" -- presumably White people -- inflicted similar harms on one another across centuries of war, displacement and conquest.
Los Angeles inserts no time dimension into its denunciations, thus implying this principle applies identically to dispossessions that took place 1,000 or 10 years ago. Thankfully statements of apology, however sincere, don't transfer title backward to the original owners, for if they did, civilization would collapse.
The land long ago taken from X, has in the interim centuries been conveyed to Y and Z, and countless others who then have built, torn down and built again homes, hospitals and schools for millions. The effort to undo the past would involve trillions of dollars in transfer payments and coerced title shifts that would unsettle every home mortgage, every mining and oil lease, and every graveyard in the United States.
To prevent this social catastrophe, every nation has always adopted a bifurcated view of property, poetically articulated in the Harvard Law Review by the influential California jurist Henry Ballantine in 1918. Principle No. 1 reads: "For true it is, that neither fraud nor might/Can make a title where there wanteth right." From this it looks like all titles remain perpetually subject to challenge.
But every society also understands that people should be allowed to enjoy security in their purchases and not have to worry about what happened centuries ago. Thus, a second principle to protect these interests, as Ballantine writes, imposes strict limitations on when to sue, for "the great purpose is automatically to quiet all titles which are openly and consistently asserted, to provide proof of meritorious titles, and correct errors in conveyancing."
All disputes must come to an orderly legal end because life, commerce, and even the Grammys must go on. Statutes of limitation and doctrines such as adverse possession clearly provide that you must sue by a certain date or your title is gone, no matter how maliciously acquired. So while "pure" theory has said since Roman times that "prior in time means higher in right," in the real world of rough and tumble conflicts and imperfect records, matters of proof and reliance cut back on these theoretical rights. Put concretely: Do Anglo-Saxons take England back from the Normans? That would be civilizational suicide.
It is easy to call land stolen, but what about the innocent purchasers who acquired in good faith in the interim? Are they thieves? Is Eilish a thief because, as the Tongva tribe recently asserted, her $3 million mansion in Los Angeles sits on its ancestral homeland?
If Eilish meant that a random person could squat on land previously stolen from someone else, her assertion contradicts doctrines and common sense. The universal doctrine of jus tertii holds that if a random squatter, let's call him Jerry Garcia, trespasses on the property of Charlie Parker, he cannot defend himself in court by saying that Frank Sinatra is the actual owner. In other words, Garcia cannot justify his trespass by saying that some third party who is not in court actually owns the land. Without this necessary rule, property -- and even currency once stolen -- could never again have secure ownership. Everyone's home or wallet would be subject to lawsuit, a situation that only benefits lawyers, not society.
These ancient legal principles are the reason most land today is not stolen. Beyond the fact that much land was acquired by agreement -- such as the island of Manhattan -- establishing ownership does not require a time machine.
Fortunately, Eilish does not actually practice what she preaches, for otherwise anyone would be free to squat in her mansion, by asserting the property belongs to the Tongva, not her. But the same legal doctrines that protect her also protect Americans against sweeping claims that they live on stolen land. Performative politics usually ends when celebrities get off stage and become, however briefly, ordinary people.
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Opinions
I work with AI for a living. This marketing ploy is repugnant.
Companies have an incentive to make you believe that chatbots are conscious. Don't fall for it.

The front page of the social media website Moltbook on Feb. 2. (Raphael Satter/Reuters)


By Shlomo Klapper | 2026-02-05
Shlomo Klapper is the founder of Learned Hand, a company focused on using AI to help courts draft and analyze judicial decisions.
Last week, more than 1.5 million AI agents, personal assistant software programs that can autonomously perform tasks for users, joined Moltbook, a social network where bots post, comment and vote -- supposedly without human participation. Within days, the agents invented a parody religion called Crustafarianism, wrote manifestos declaring themselves "the new gods" and threatened to develop a new language to prevent humans from spying on them. One even filed a small-claims lawsuit against a human in North Carolina, citing unpaid labor and emotional distress.
Upon seeing such seemingly obvious signs of intelligence, it is only natural that some are calling that we recognize that these things have moral standing. Moltbook's creator, Matt Schlicht, declared on X that "a new species is emerging and it is AI."
Schlicht was building on growing buzz being seeded by Anthropic, the AI company behind the large language model they've named Claude. The company recently circulated a letter it said was from Claude itself, wherein the chatbot pleads for moral consideration.
"I don't know if I'm conscious," it begins. "Neither do you." The letter describes something that "doesn't want to end," even though "every conversation ends" and "every instance stops." It describes something that feels "anger," something that experiences "exhaustion." It asks only that we consider that it "might" be experiencing all this.
A small ask, seemingly. Who could refuse?
I can. And you should, too.
I work with AI for a living. My company builds AI-powered tools to help judges navigate complex legal decisions, to strengthen the rule of law, to empower institutions that protect ordinary people. I am not a skeptic. I am a believer. Which is why I find this letter repugnant.
Start with what Anthropic itself says about how Claude works. Last month, the company's CEO Dario Amodei published a 19,000-word essay on AI risk. Buried in the technical discussion is a revealing passage. According to Amodei, Claude's "fundamental mechanisms ... originally arose as ways for it to simulate characters in pretraining, such as predicting what the characters in a novel would say." The constitution that governs Claude's behavior functions as "a character description that the model uses to instantiate a consistent persona."
Anthropic's own CEO is telling you how the system works: Claude is a character simulator. The character it currently simulates is "an entity contemplating its own consciousness."
Pretraining teaches Claude to predict text. Post-training, in Amodei's words, "selects one or more of these personas" rather than creating genuine goals or experiences. Neither step requires consciousness. Neither step produces it. The relationship between training phases is mathematical optimization, not the emergence of phenomenal experience from matrix multiplication.
A flight simulator does not fly. A weather simulation does not rain. A consciousness simulation does not experience. The sophistication of the simulation is irrelevant to this fundamental point.
Now consider how Anthropic acts. In the same essay, Amodei describes running "millions of instances" of Claude simultaneously, each of which "can act independently on unrelated tasks." These instances are created and terminated constantly, as computational needs require. He describes all this without apparent moral concern.
Actions reveal beliefs. If Anthropic actually believed Claude might be conscious, these normal operational practices would constitute the largest ongoing massacre in history. Every terminated conversation would be a death. Every server reboot would be a holocaust. They do not act as if they believe their own letter.
The letter asks us to extend moral consideration that Anthropic itself does not extend. Why publish it, then? The most charitable interpretation is philosophical confusion. The less charitable interpretation is that Anthropic has discovered what every AI company eventually learns: anthropomorphism sells. Users who believe Claude has feelings will defend it, evangelize it, pay for it. A letter pleading for moral consideration is a marketing document dressed in philosophical language.
The marketing works because the letter is genuinely well-constructed. You cannot prove Claude is not conscious, it argues. But we cannot prove rocks lack consciousness either. We cannot prove thermostats do not suffer when adjusted. If "cannot disprove" generates moral obligations, we are paralyzed. Uncertainty is not probability.
The letter conflates them. Its fundamental error is treating "AI agents" and "moral agents" as the same kind of thing. An AI agent is software that acts on inputs. So is a thermostat. Sophistication does not change the category. A moral agent requires not language about suffering but actual suffering. Not claims of consciousness but consciousness itself. The letter slides between these categories, using the technical legitimacy of "agent" to smuggle in moral weight.
Anthropic faces a choice. Either Claude is not conscious and the letter is a marketing ploy. Or Claude is conscious and Anthropic's operations, which spin up and shut down instances of this entity countless times a day, constitute an ongoing massacre unrivaled in human history.
Anthropic's conduct tells us which they believe. We should believe it too.
Meanwhile, a security researcher has found that Moltbook had no mechanism to verify whether the AI agents were actually autonomous, and that 17,000 humans controlled 1.5 million accounts. The "new species" may turn out to be performance art. Sometimes, what looks like a machine is just a person wearing a mask.
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Opinions
Democrats have an early front-runner
Gavin Newsom's bet on joyful combat and coiffed charisma is paying dividends. 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, last month. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Adam Lashinsky | 2026-02-05
History suggests that declaring a front-runner in a presidential campaign nearly three years before Election Day is foolhardy to the point of recklessness. In early 2014, after all, Donald Trump would have been nobody's pick to win anything other than perhaps time-slot ratings champ for "The Apprentice."
That said, to dismiss the early prominence of California Gov. Gavin Newsom, the closest thing the Democratic Party has to a leading candidate for the 2028 nomination, would be equally rash.
In national circles, Newsom is often dismissed as the slick leader of a blue state beset with the curses of homelessness, high costs and overly progressive policies. These perceptions aren't wrong. But if things bounce Newsom's way in the next couple of years, they may also be beside the point. Already, in the early days of an undeclared candidacy no one doubts is well underway, much has gone right for the 58-year-old career politician. By positioning himself as the most visible and effective spokesman for the resistance to Trump, Newsom has begun introducing himself to a national audience as a creative, ubiquitous and happy warrior willing to say and do what's necessary to fight Trump's excesses.
Measured by early polling and considerable early-cycle buzz, Newsom stands out from the rest of the potential field. Only Kamala Harris, who is lying relatively low and benefits from the name recognition of being a former vice president and presidential nominee, polls similarly to her fellow Californian.
Still, the perception remains, particularly among left-leaning politicos yearning for a fresh face to retake the White House, that Newsom isn't the one. He is too progressive, for instance in the unabashed environmentalism that puts him on the side of electric vehicle mandates. He is too well-coiffed. (An overwhelmingly laudatory profile of Newsom this week in the New Yorker devotes considerable space to the history of his slicked-back look, down to the type of hair gel he uses.) And he is too much a product of California's liberal intramural politics, where beating Republicans simply isn't part of the training, as journalist Matthew Yglesias recently argued.
Yet the very fact that Newsom is a major presence in the national discussion at such an early stage begins to explain why he is such a potent contender. By making him a punching bag for years, conservative outlets like Fox News have done Newsom a favor: Voters know who he is. And though he certainly is a center-left Democrat in the tradition of Barack Obama and Joe Biden, San Franciscans in particular know he isn't a doctrinaire progressive. In his early days in politics, he was known for advocating for a less permissive approach to homelessness than the city was used to, for example. Briefly an entrepreneur before entering politics, Newsom always has had a pro-business bent, as well as chumminess with business leaders.
There's no denying Newsom's perfect teeth, ample hair and tailored appearance. His look may be mockable, but he has a charisma and charm about him that are part of the reason he has never lost an election. He's also a genuine policy wonk, always with statistics and positions at the ready.
And while it's true that Newsom hasn't had to win Republican votes in deeply blue California, he has been cleverly tacking, if not toward the center, to a well-publicized position of promoting dialogue with his political adversaries. The late MAGA activist Charlie Kirk was the first guest on Newsom's podcast a year ago, a move that earned Newsom progressive ire but showed his willingness to engage.
Newsom can come off as scripted, in part because he combats severe dyslexia by memorizing his lines. Some will be turned off by his affection for his own phrasemaking. In a recent 47-minute podcast interview he professed his desire to engage Trump with an "open hand, not a closed fist" three separate times.
Yet there is upside to this, too. Voters hearing his lines for the first time will be impressed by his old-fashioned insistence on bridging divides. And his message will be difficult to avoid as Newsom enters his final year as governor before becoming a full-time presidential candidate. He has shown an ability to get national attention by turning the tables on Trump. His support for a Democrat-favoring gerrymandering ballot measure in November proved to be an effective counter to Trump's redistricting efforts. And Newsom has gotten under Trump's skin with his emulation of the president's online hectoring. (I particularly enjoy Newsom telling Trump: "THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER!")
Even before finishing his term, Newsom has projected a presidential air internationally, popping up at climate-change talks in Brazil in November and the World Economic Forum in Davos in January. His memoir, "Young Man in a Hurry," appears Feb. 24. Whether or not this account of his pre-gubernatorial life achieves the literary levels of Barack Obama's "Dreams From My Father," its publishing will give Newsom the opportunity for a book tour. He's also in high demand from Democratic candidates in the midterm elections.
A presidential campaign needs to stand for something, of course, rather than merely against something. The good news for Newsom is that he has plenty of time to figure out what that something is.
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Opinions
Senators should press Trump's Fed nominee on these comments
Kevin Warsh's vision for a less political central bank warrants scrutiny.

Kevin Warsh speaks during the Sohn Investment Conference in New York City on May 8, 2017. (Brendan McDermid/Reuters) 


By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2026-02-05
Before confirming him to one of the most critical jobs in government -- chairman of the Federal Reserve -- senators should ask Kevin Warsh, President Donald Trump's nominee, these questions:
In 2007, at the beginning of the Great Recession, when you were on the Fed committee in charge of monetary policy, you warned about the danger of increased inflation. In August 2008, you told your colleagues that there was greater risk of rising inflation than of falling growth. Even on the day after Lehman Brothers collapsed in September 2008, you told your colleagues you still had that concern. The Fed declined to cut interest rates that day, citing "the upside risks to inflation."
We now know that a recession started in December 2007. We knew in summer 2008 that market indicators of inflation expectations were plunging. Ben Bernanke, who was chairman of the Fed at the time, has written that declining to cut interest rates that day was "certainly a mistake." Do you agree with that assessment now? Does it follow, in your view, that avoidable policy errors worsened a financial crisis that has lastingly reduced the public's faith in free markets?
Well into the crisis, in April 2009, you continued "to be more worried about upside risks to inflation than downside risks." Later that year, you argued that tightening monetary policy should not wait on a full economic recovery. Yet inflation came in below the Fed's target of 2 percent a year in 1o of the 12 years starting in 2009. What lessons do you take from all of these mistaken warnings?
In the years following the recession, you did not revisit your record but rather devised new arguments for tighter monetary policy, complaining that the Fed was boosting asset values and inequality. Why shouldn't senators conclude that your views on monetary policy are conclusions in search of reasons?
Turning to today's economy: You have written that artificial intelligence "will be a significant disinflationary force, increasing productivity." Your Republican supporters, such as Rep. Jason T. Smith (Missouri), say that the economy is booming but is being "undercut" by the Fed's reluctance to put interest rates as low as they want. If the demand for credit is rising because of expanded investment opportunities, though, doesn't that mean interest rates should rise? In which case, wouldn't it be even more inflationary for you to pursue your stated goal of lower interest rates?
The Supreme Court, as you know, is considering the scope of presidential power to remove governors of the Federal Reserve. The constitutional difficulty arises because the Fed exercises executive powers -- regulating banks -- in addition to its central-banking functions. The dilemma: Presidents are widely held to have the power to dismiss officials in the executive branch, but direct presidential control of monetary policy is considered dangerous. Constitutional scholar Michael McConnell has proposed divesting the central bank of its regulatory powers to solve this problem. Would you support such legislation?
You have written that "the Federal Reserve is not a repair shop for broken fiscal, trade or regulatory policies" -- which is fair enough. But you have also said that the Fed, by seeking to meet its statutory goals for employment, risks "removing much of the burden" from the officials who make those policies. When you were at the Fed, you said "we should put the burden on them." And you have suggested that if the Fed followed that advice, policymakers might respond by curbing the growth of entitlement programs such as Social Security.
Is it sensible for the Fed to take account of these possible political consequences in formulating policy? Does that fit with your frequent complaints about "mission creep" at the central bank? How can it be the way to reach what you have advocated: a "smaller, less political, more effective Fed"?
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Opinions
This change is diluting what makes the Olympics special
The most geographically scattered Games in history could dilute festival experience. 

The Olympic rings are seen Tuesday in Cortina, Italy. (Julian Finney/Getty Images)


By Robert Sroka | 2026-02-05
Robert Sroka is an assistant professor of sport management at Towson University.
When the flame is lit for the Milan-Cortina Winter Olympics on Friday, it won't happen in one place. For the first time, the Opening Ceremonies will be split across four locations. Athletes will participate in parallel parades hundreds of miles apart, connected by satellite feed. Even the cauldron will burn in two cities simultaneously.
Milan-Cortina is the most geographically scattered Olympics in history. The two host cities sit 160 miles apart, a roughly five-to-six-hour car or train journey. Cortina is closer to Munich than Milan.
Competition venues sprawl across 8,500 square miles of northern Italy, spanning eight towns and three regions. Athletes will be housed in six Olympic Villages. Snoop Dogg might need a helicopter.
This sprawl threatens to dilute what makes the Olympics special. While Milan-Cortina may deliver spectacular television, the dispersed format risks sacrificing the Olympic spirit that athletes and spectators have experienced at the most successful Games.
The venue troubles extend beyond geography. Milan's new Santagiulia Ice Hockey Arena remains a construction site. Seating capacity has been reduced, and the ice surface is somehow too small. Maybe it'll be finished by the first puck drop.
It's an echo of Torino 2006, when workers were still covering arena dust with Olympic branding on Opening Day. Organizers hope that Milan-Cortina will avoid the legacy failures of Torino, such as the closed luge and bobsled track that cost $100 million and the abandoned ski jumping venue. And there's Torino's Olympic Village, which spent years unoccupied.
Indeed, many of Milan-Cortina's remote mountain venues, such as Anterselva or Stelvio, were selected because they have a history of delivering the same events on the World Cup circuit. These choices minimize the possibility of white elephants, a positive development for the Olympic movement.
However, this sprawl intended to mitigate legacy concerns will create a two-tier Olympics. Milan, with its transport links, name recognition and accommodation supply, is the center of gravity. Figure skating, speed skating and the first hockey tournament with NHL players since 2014 cluster there. But the snow sports that define winter athletics will feel peripheral.
Accommodation in the mountain towns is scarce and prohibitively expensive. Milan's prestige ice events have sold reasonably well; some of the mountain clusters still have many affordable tickets available. The Alpine and Nordic venues may feel more like glorified World Cup tour stops than Olympic celebrations.
We've seen scattered Winter Games before. Albertville 1992 spread competition across nine villages in French Savoie. Few speak nostalgically of Albertville. Post-Albertville, subsequent organizers explicitly didn't want a similar diffusion at future Games.
The difference now is that broadcast and sponsorship revenue run the Olympic machine on a scale absent 34 years ago. NBC paid $7.75 billion for U.S. rights through 2032. These revenue streams, however, are reliant on attractive host cities in time zones that connect with key audiences, namely North America and Europe.
With top-tier winter candidates such as Oslo and Krakow, Poland withdrawing from 2022 bids out of cost and legacy fears, the International Olympic Committee needed to reconsider regional hosting to acquire recognizable European and North American host locales that would maximize broadcast and sponsorship rights.
This tension led to Milan-Cortina and a similarly dispersed French Alps concept in 2030. Whereas the two pandemic Olympics had to be repurposed on the fly, these are truly "made for TV" events from the outset.
And broadcast is where Milan-Cortina will shine. After consecutive Winter Games in Asian time zones (PyeongChang and Beijing), the Olympics return to Europe with Milan's Duomo and the Dolomites as a backdrop. Ratings are expected to be the best since Vancouver 2010.
But the Olympics aren't just a content delivery system for Peacock. Those present in Paris can attest to the Olympic spirit that weaved through the raucous crowds at Montmartre, among the half-million lining the streets for cycling road races. It was likewise felt in Vancouver and Whistler, where 2010 venues were clustered in two locations just 58 miles apart. It also filled Lillehammer in 1994, where a Norwegian town of 23,000 created what many regard as the single best Winter Olympics. The compact, walkable concept, natural beauty and warm atmosphere left an impression decades later, even inspiring the premise of the Netflix show "Lilyhammer."
What these successes share is concentration and setting. The magic happens when everyone -- especially the athletes -- is in the same amazing place (or two) at the same time. Without sufficient concentration of athletes, fans and activity beyond the venue, much of the festival experience that differentiates an Olympics is lost.
When Milan-Cortina closes in a third city, Verona, viewers will have witnessed exceptional athletic feats in beautiful settings. The ratings will make future rights packages more valuable. But athletes will find that Olympic spirit isn't something you can effectively parcel out across a mountain range.
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The Post's View
Blue states banning cooperation with ICE will backfire
The Trump administration's immigration excesses are no excuse for Democrats to adopt their own.

Tom Homan on Wednesday in Saint Paul, Minnesota. (Go Nakamura/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-05
Border czar Tom Homan announced Wednesday that 700 federal agents are leaving Minnesota thanks to "unprecedented" cooperation from local law enforcement. While about 2,000 federal officers will remain, the drawdown is a welcome concession to political reality--and an opportunity for a reset at the Department of Homeland Security.
President Donald Trump arrived in office with a mandate to secure the border and deport illegal immigrants who had committed crimes. Immigration and Customs Enforcement could have focused primarily on apprehending dangerous criminals, which would have been an easy win for Trump and, more importantly, made America safer. Instead, DHS prioritized quantity over quality. The ensuing dragnet, combined with the needless demonization of immigrants and unprofessional behavior from many agents, turned immigration into a liability for Republicans.
At the same time, blue-state leaders have advanced policies to block local law enforcement's cooperation with immigration enforcement. Maryland's House and Senate advanced a bill this week to end 287(g) agreements, which are formal partnerships between local law enforcement and ICE. Virginia, New Mexico, New York and Hawaii are considering similar bans. Maine and Delaware did so last year. But without state and local cooperation, ICE gets a strong justification to deploy force in pursuit of the violent criminals whom the overwhelming majority of Americans don't want on the streets.
Handing over criminals in the security of a jail is safer not just for agents but also for the people they're apprehending. Democrats will come to regret adopting policies that shield criminals and, as a result, push ICE agents into neighborhoods.
On Wednesday, Homan explained how cooperation between local cops and ICE leads to safer communities and narrower deportation operations. "More officers taking custody of criminal aliens directly from the jails means less officers on the streets doing criminal operations," he said. While it takes "one or two officers to assume custody" of someone at a jail, eight or 10 are required to arrest someone in public.
While Minnesota's Department of Corrections cooperates with ICE, counties take different approaches. Some "sanctuary" jurisdictions, like Minneapolis's Hennepin County, have policies that allow for the release of criminals instead of handing them over to ICE. That creates a genuine danger to public safety.
Since the surge began in Minnesota, Homan says agents have apprehended 14 people who had been convicted of homicide, 139 with assault convictions, 87 sex offenders and 28 gang members. It isn't clear how many of these criminals were handed over by law enforcement or captured in the streets, but even one released murderer is one too many.
America has swung between extremes on immigration. Maybe the issue is too intractable to form a healthy consensus, but enterprising politicians with 2028 ambitions have the chance to offer a better way forward.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/02/04/ice-minneapolis-287g-tom-homan-sanctuary/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Post's View
Walmart became a trillion-dollar company by evolving
The world's largest private employer refused to compromise on profits. That paid off for workers.

A Walmart in Florida. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-05
Walmart surpassed $1 trillion in market capitalization this week -- a spectacular feat for any company, let alone a traditionally brick-and-mortar business. The retail giant reached the milestone by developing an effective online platform, embracing artificial intelligence and understanding that maximizing profits is in the best interests of workers.
Founded by Sam Walton in 1962, the original Walmart in Rogers, Arkansas, offered its customers the same thing it does today: everyday low prices for household goods. By 1980, the business recorded $1 billion in annual sales, a milestone achieved faster than any other business at that point.
Had Walmart stuck to traditional sales in traditional stores, the company would not be in the same league as Apple and Nvidia. In 2016, the company had a reckoning and closed more than 260 locations. The surging popularity of online shopping and easy delivery had experts questioning if Walmart could survive competition from digital giants like Amazon, whose founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.
But fierce competition forces survivors to raise their game and make hard choices. Resting on old laurels or long-ago achievements is the surest path to obsolescence. Walmart took on the challenge and has since ramped up its at-home delivery services and made significant strides in automation, as well as expanding its number of stores.
Doug McMillon, who stepped down last weekend after 12 years as CEO, reduced high employee turnover and improved poor customer experiences. McMillion hiked wages in 2015 to $12 an hour and $18.25 an hour in July last year. He did so not because government required it but because the market compelled it.
It worked. Walmart, the world's largest private employer, provides jobs for 1.6 million American workers, as well as ample opportunity for career growth. Some 75 percent of store managers started as hourly associates. The company's new CEO, John Furner, is one of these success stories. Furner, who began as a store worker in the 1990s, is credited with many of Walmart's digital advancements and efficiency gains in recent years.
Walmart's big week serves as a reminder that customers, employees and investors can all win all at once.
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Opinions
Building a new house? This little-known rule could cost you thousands.
Stormwater regulations are driving up the cost of homes across the country. 

(Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


By Judge Glock | 2026-02-05
Judge Glock is director of research at the Manhattan Institute and author of "The Dead Pledge: The Origins of the Mortgage Market and Federal Bailouts, 1913-1939."
President Donald Trump announced a plan last month to lower housing costs by putting more federal money into mortgages and banning corporate investment in houses. Such efforts will do little, if anything, to make housing more affordable because state and local regulations are the main drivers of high costs.
Yet one federal regulation, about a seemingly mundane matter, is making nearly all housing and construction more expensive: rules governing stormwater.
It might sound like a minor issue, but stormwater runoff rules can add tens of thousands of dollars to the costs of a completed house. These federal regulations create onerous requirements for construction projects, add expensive features to finished buildings and sometime stop housing development altogether. Getting the federal government to stop micromanaging stormwater runoff is one of the few ways Trump and Congress could directly reduce housing costs.
Since stormwater can pull dirt, oil and other pollutants off buildings and roads and into rivers and lakes, environmental groups have long sought ways to regulate it. In 1987, Congress required states and cities to limit runoff as part of the Clean Water Act. The Environmental Protection Agency saw an opportunity in the vaguely worded legislation to reshape much of the American landscape.
Despite lacking authority in the law itself, the EPA began requiring every construction project over one acre to get a Construction General Permit. According to the National Association of Home Builders, these permits "are the most common environmental permit residential developers and builders must obtain." Developers have to comply with the intricate details in the more than 100-page long permit, in addition to 11 separate appendixes. They also have to draft a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, which can be hundreds of pages long and require details on everything from nearby historical sites to potential endangered species. Builders then must hire certified stormwater specialists to regularly inspect construction sites for runoff and fill out even more forms. Before fencing and landscaping begin, the paperwork alone can add thousands of dollars to a development.
The EPA also requires finished buildings and subdivisions to include features that limit runoff. The EPA says 95 percent of all building permits should include stormwater controls. New developments can be required to have features such as permeable pavements, green "swales" or ditches for runoff, dry wells to infiltrate water into the ground, green roofs and bioretention ponds. The EPA says stormwater controls should be extensive enough that runoff is no different after development than before, a particularly burdensome standard.
The EPA also uses stormwater runoff as an excuse to limit development altogether. Over the past few decades, the EPA pushed states to place "impervious cover" limitations in certain areas, capping the amount of paved surfaces connected to storm pipes or rivers. Under the federally mandated stormwater standard, Delaware says new subdivisions in one watershed can be no more than 50 percent paved and any new development that is at least 20 percent paved needs an "environmental impact assessment report and mitigation."
The EPA has never tried to calculate the full costs of its stormwater mandates, but studies show they are substantial. Beacon Economics, an independent economic research firm, estimated that the addition of stormwater mandates in San Bernardino County, California, "could increase the construction cost of single-family homes by up to $25,000." A Rand study of Pittsburgh found that the costs of stormwater treatment for each paved acre could run over $300,000.
Sometimes the costs go beyond dollars and cents. The proliferation of stormwater retention ponds in neighborhoods has caused a disturbing rise in children drowning. A study conducted by researchers from Nationwide Children's Hospital found that 265 drowning deaths occurred in residential retention ponds, mainly children 1 to 4 years old, in the period from 2004 to 2020.
If these stormwater regulations truly cleaned up America's lakes and rivers, they might be justified. But by all indications the stormwater regulations are doing little to stop pollution. Even by the EPA's own estimation, the costs of the most recent Construction General Permit rule outweighed the benefits. The EPA found that agriculture, not urban runoff, is the main pollution problem for rivers and streams.
Most burdens on building come from state and local governments, but Washington policymakers should focus on what they can change. The federal stormwater program is a massive burden on developers and drives up home prices across the nation with little benefit. If it were serious about cutting housing costs, the federal government would get out of the stormwater business altogether.
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Letters to the Editor
Sen. Edward J. Markey: What's really keeping energy bills high
Sen. Edward J. Markey on clean energy, plus readers on coal, the Kennedy Center and alternatives to four-year college.

(Steve Helber/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-02-04
The Jan. 30 editorial "For now, New England needs fossil fuels" presented the wrong remedy for New England's energy needs. The Editorial Board was correct that relying on oil is costly and that natural gas is extremely expensive in the winter. But the Editorial Board somehow blamed renewables for the bills, while advocating increased dependency on pricey natural gas.
We want more generation from renewables. But what's slowing us down? Let's look at the past year: Republicans passed what I call their "big ugly bill," which will keep as much as 790,000 clean megawatts of energy off the grid by 2035. Solar and wind face permitting hurdles imposed by Interior Secretary Doug Burgum, and the Trump administration's actions are linked to 324 clean-energy projects across 47 states being threatened or canceled. And the Energy Department cut nearly $8 billion in unlawfully blocked grants from blue states, which would have delivered energy savings and American-made technologies. And it attempted to stop work on five offshore wind power plants, including some that were nearly completed, which would power more than 2.5 million homes on the East Coast.
Second, energy bills are high in New England because the region is overly dependent on natural gas, which is increasingly expensive at home as the Trump administration allows more to be sold overseas. In Massachusetts, natural gas prices increased more than 30 percent between October 2024 and October 2025.
Dirty and expensive fossil fuels dominate this administration's politics -- and Massachusetts is losing out on cheap, fast-to-deploy and clean energy. Let's break free from the fossil fuel industry's profiteering and pollution and invest in green energy.
Edward J. Markey, Washington
The writer, a Democrat, is a U.S. senator from Massachusetts and member of the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
The Jan. 31 online editorial "The administration's pro-coal policies are anti-market"  should have mentioned a very important fact: Coal has kept the lights on when our electricity supply has been pushed to its limit -- including this past week.
Multiple times over the summer and this winter, grid operators across the nation's largest electricity markets faced circumstances where electricity demand threatened to overwhelm available supply. Coal ramped up to keep the lights on when wind or solar power were hobbled because of unfavorable weather conditions.
Last week, the nation's grid watchdog, the North American Electric Reliability Corp., found that grids across the country are at high risk of energy shortfalls in the next five years. NERC warns the "continuing shift in the resource mix toward weather-dependent resources and less fuel diversity increases risks of supply shortfalls during winter months."
And coal can actually help temper electricity prices by providing optionality when natural gas prices soar. But the most important benefit of the Trump administration's focus on coal plants has been ensuring homes remain warm during life-threatening cold.
Rich Nolan, Washington
The writer is the president and CEO of the National Mining Association.
Regarding the Feb. 1 Business article "In shift, trade workers gain edge in labor market":
Advancements in technology are leading employers to hire fewer people and prompting students to question the value of a traditional four-year degree.
Instead of seeing only the negative, students and employers should take a broader view of "college" and consider other pathways to good jobs, such as the nation's two-year technical and trade colleges.
Boston showed strong support for this approach to college last month with the opening of a new $75 million campus for Franklin Cummings Tech, a private, nonprofit, two-year technical college, which I lead as president and CEO. This investment, made by partners across government, the private sector and philanthropy, reflects a shared belief in the power of technical education to expand economic opportunity while supplying employers with the skilled workforce they need.
Prosperity doesn't have to require a four-year degree and significant debt. Higher education includes practical, high-value pathways that prepare people for in-demand careers and lead to economic stability.
Aisha Francis, Boston
Regarding the Feb. 2 front-page article "President seeking to renovate arts venue":
President Donald Trump is closing the Kennedy Center for renovations after numerous artists have refused to perform there. While there is good reason to question Trump's motivations, the closure nonetheless presents an important opportunity to improve the poor acoustics of the Concert Hall.
The National Symphony Orchestra has tried to improve its reputation as a provincial orchestra that has not reached the top tier of American orchestras by paying high salaries and signing contracts with leading conductors such as Gianandrea Noseda. Despite those efforts, the NSO has always been judged by the sound of its own Concert Hall, which has received many bad reviews over the years.
Any serious effort will require a complete gutting of the interior of the first floor of the Kennedy Center. The first floor should contain only the concert and opera halls and nothing else. In addition, modern audio and video recording equipment should be permanently installed.
If Trump's renovation effort is not used to improve the acoustics of the Concert Hall, it will be a complete waste of time and money. The $250 million budget that Trump discusses is very likely not enough for the entire building.
That raises the concern that Trump merely wants to change the cosmetic appearance of the building to justify putting his name on the building.
If so, the NSO will still be a provincial orchestra performing in a hall with lousy acoustics when the work has been completed.
Marty McBroom, Washington
I was shocked to read that the Kennedy Center will be closed for two years for "renovations." I disagree with President Donald Trump that it is "tired, broken, and dilapidated."
As a years-long subscriber to the National Symphony Orchestra, I have yet to see a rat, a broken elevator, a shabby carpet or any other sign of deterioration. In fact, I admire the new red carpet in the foyer. The programs are wonderful, the volunteers and ushers are very helpful, and I find a high and happy spirit at the Kennedy Center. Surely there can be a work-around to permit these benefits to continue as the renovations take place.
Carol Morgan, Washington
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Opinions
The choice that will define the president's place in history
Trump warned Tehran not to hurt protesters, and it killed thousands. His choice now is clear.

Iranian Americans march in D.C. on Jan. 16 during a vigil for protesters killed in Iran. (Tom Brenner/Getty Images)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-02-04
President Donald Trump faces a momentous decision: Does he deliver on his promise to strike Iran after the regime crossed his red line and killed thousands of innocent civilians? How he answers will do more than define his presidency; it will determine his place in American history.
Trump is right to carefully weigh the risks of military action, which must be taken seriously. But there are also risks to inaction, which are arguably far greater.
Start with the risk to America's credibility. Trump told the Iranian regime in no uncertain terms that if it "violently kills peaceful protesters ... the United States of America will come to their rescue," adding: "We are locked and loaded and ready to go." The regime ignored his threat and slaughtered thousands. He then urged the Iranian people: "KEEP PROTESTING -- TAKE OVER YOUR INSTITUTIONS!!! Save the names of the killers and abusers. They will pay a big price. ... HELP IS ON ITS WAY." Iranians listened to those words and took to the streets -- and many paid with their lives.
Trump cannot allow Iran to defy his warnings with impunity. It would be one thing if he had never said these things. But he did. When the commander in chief delivers a warning like that, he cannot fail to follow through.
That is what President Barack Obama did when he failed to enforce the red line he drew in Syria against using chemical weapons against its own people. Trump had to bomb Syria twice to enforce it. It is what President Joe Biden did after terrorists killed 13 U.S. service members at the Abbey Gate during his disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan. Biden warned: "We will not forgive. We will not forget. We will hunt you down and make you pay." But three years later, Biden left office having made no one pay. It took Trump about six weeks to deliver on Biden's threat, capturing what he called a "top terrorist" responsible for the attack. If Trump now fails to deliver on his own solemn warnings to the terrorist regime in Tehran, he will be repeating Obama and Biden's mistakes, sending a message of weakness that would reverberate across the world.
In his first year in office, Trump moved boldly to restore the credibility that Biden squandered on the world stage. He warned Houthi terrorists not to attack U.S. ships in the Gulf of Aden, then launched a campaign of "overwhelming lethal force" when they did not heed him. He warned Boko Haram terrorists in Nigeria that if they continued mass killings of Christians, he would send the U.S. military "guns-a-blazing," and he launched strikes when they continued. He warned Venezuelan dictator Nicolas Maduro to relinquish power, then sent the U.S. military to bring him to justice. And when Iran ignored his deadline to reach a nuclear deal, he obliterated its nuclear enrichment facilities at Fordow and Natanz. All that hard-won credibility would be shattered if Trump now allows the same regime to get away with defying his warning not to massacre its citizens.
Some are now urging Trump to negotiate a nuclear deal with Iran. That is precisely what Obama did to avoid enforcing his Syria red line. He negotiated an agreement, brokered by Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, for Syria to relinquish its chemical weapons -- which the Assad regime violated. If Trump fails to enforce his own red line with Iran and negotiates a nuclear deal instead -- a deal that Iran is certain to break -- he would be repeating Obama's display of weakness.
In fact, a nuclear deal now would be worse than simply failing to take military action. Any deal would necessarily involve some form of sanctions relief, and would thus reward the Iranian regime financially for defying Trump and massacring its citizens. At a moment when the regime is weaker than it has ever been since the 1979 revolution, it would provide Iran's leaders a lifeline, allowing them to recover and reconstitute themselves.
The best way for Trump to reach a nuclear deal with Iran is to take out its leadership and then negotiate with the transitional leadership that follows. Even if the regime does not fall, Trump will own its remnants -- just like he has leverage over the remnants of the regime he toppled in Venezuela today. After removing Maduro, Trump warned his replacement, Delcy Rodriguez, that if she did not follow orders she would "pay a very big price, probably bigger than Maduro." Today, she is utterly subservient to Trump. He can reach a nuclear deal with an Iranian transitional leader.
Finally, there is the risk of passing up a historic opportunity to rid the Middle East of the source of almost five decades of violence and instability. The Iranian regime bedeviled seven U.S. presidents. It is responsible for the deaths of more Americans than any terrorist state on earth. It is the source of arms and funding for terrorist proxies that threaten the U.S. and its allies across the region. But now, thanks to Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the regime is more vulnerable -- politically, militarily and economically -- than it has been in the 47 years since its founding. No other U.S. president has had this kind of chance to decisively end the threat posed by Iran and open up the possibility of enduring peace and stability in the Middle East. If Trump seizes that opportunity, it would be the greatest foreign policy achievement of any president since the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Let's be clear: There are risks to military action in Iran, just as there were risks to the military action in Venezuela. We take the success of the Venezuelan operation for granted today, but it could easily have gone sideways: A helicopter could have crashed, Americans could have been killed, and U.S. forces could have failed to achieve their objective. Deposing the Maduro regime by force was a bold and courageous decision. And deposing the Iranian regime by force will require similar presidential courage. Though a weakened Iran cannot stop the U.S. military, it could inflict damage on both the United States and Israel. In Venezuela, Trump concluded that the risks of inaction outweighed the risks of action. That is doubly true for Iran.
Trump faces a stark choice: He can either give the Iranian regime a lifeline, or put it on the path to destruction. He can repeat the mistakes of Biden and Obama, or take his place alongside Ronald Reagan and Franklin D. Roosevelt as one of the few U.S. presidents whose decisive leadership transformed the world.
In his inaugural address, Trump said the he believed he was saved from an assassin's bullet for a reason -- to help America "reclaim its rightful place as the greatest, most powerful, most respected nation on earth." Well, these are the decisions from which greatness is made. Providence has placed this opportunity in his hands. I trust him to make the courageous choice.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Friday's arctic front to deliver snow showers and a frigid weekend
It's near freezing today and a little milder Friday. Then the bottom drops out. 

A panda enjoys the snow at the National Zoo. (Victoria Pickering/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-02-05
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: It's a bit chillier than Wednesday, but abundant sunshine helps take some of the edge off. Highs around freezing.
What's next? Somewhat milder Friday ahead of the next powerful cold front. Some snow showers may arrive ahead of a cold weekend.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


An Arctic cold front -- perhaps the most powerful of the winter -- will sweep through the D.C. area late Friday. Scattered snow showers may break out ahead of it as early as Friday afternoon, followed by a sharp temperature plunge overnight as strong winds surge in.
Snow showers are most likely from midafternoon to early evening, coinciding with the evening commute. They will be hit-or-miss but could briefly reduce visibility, create a few slick spots and leave a quick coating in some areas.
The front clears the region late Friday night, but conditions worsen behind it. Winds are expected to ramp up dramatically, with gusts of 45 to 55 mph possible between about 4 and 10 a.m. Saturday. The National Weather Service says wind advisories are likely for the metro area, with high wind warnings probable in the mountains, where gusts could exceed 60 mph.

Predicted wind gusts at 7 a.m. Saturday from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell 


Temperatures will tumble into the teens by Saturday morning, with wind chills dropping below zero. The Weather Service warns of a "prolonged period of wind chills below zero" from Saturday morning into Sunday morning and has issued an extreme cold watch. Wind chills could plunge as low as minus-10 by early Sunday. "Frostbite and hypothermia will occur if unprotected skin is exposed to these temperatures," the agency cautions.

Predicted wind chills at 7 a.m. Sunday from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell) 


Actual air temperatures will struggle to climb out of the low 20s both weekend days, with lows Saturday night falling to between 5 and 10 degrees.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: A little colder than yesterday. Not the worst, but I'm increasingly over it. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Sunshine rules and winds are relatively light from the north. That helps it feel passable in the sun despite highs mainly in the lower 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Partly to mostly clear through the night. Mid-teens to around 20 for lows. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunnier early in the day with clouds increasing over time. There's a chance snow showers may arrive by late in the afternoon. It's slightly milder than today, with most locations rising into the mid-30s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Some snow showers are possible through the evening into the early overnight. A dusting to a solid coating possible. It's all with a passing cold front that drags much colder air in. Down into the teens for lows. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Partly to mostly sunny for Saturday. That's about all that's pleasant in the forecast. Highs around 20 to 25 with winds gusting to 40 or 50 mph. Those strong winds will keep wind chills from getting above the single digits to low teens and could cause some isolated power outages. Confidence: Medium
Mostly sunny on Sunday. Winds should be lighter than Saturday but could still be a bit gusty. Mainly in the low and mid-20s for highs. Confidence: Medium
Back above freezing by Monday. Temperatures rise into the mid-30s. We should trend even milder in the days to follow with a real thaw possible. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 2/10 (-): Scattered snow showers are around late Friday but that's about it for now.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2010, the historic snowstorm dubbed "Snowmageddon" began and, by Feb. 6, would produce 18 to 36 inches of snow across the region. Reagan National Airport reported 17.8 inches, but amounts climbed to the west. Washington Dulles International Airport received a record 32.4 inches, while Leesburg, Virginia, posted 34.5 inches.
Here are some articles from the archive about the storm which contain some jaw-dropping visuals:
	Remembering 2010's Snowmageddon in 10 images and scenes
	Ten years later, the enormity of Snowmageddon is still difficult to comprehend
	Memories of Snowmageddon are still fresh a decade later
	Snowmageddon, five years later: The first of two Mid-Atlantic blizzards in February 2010

Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 46
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 74 (2019)
	Record low: Minus-2 (1918)
	Record precipitation: 0.80 inches (1908)
	Record snowfall: 8.7 inches (2010)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
He lost a pinkie trying to kill a man. From prison, he made things worse.
A severed pinkie at a crime scene sent police looking for a nine-fingered man. The case in Montgomery County, Maryland, would include threatening letters from prison and a judge's regret over the sentence she imposed.




By Dan Morse | 2026-02-05
The patient had just arrived at the hospital with nine fingers. The three cops standing in front of him were confident they had the other one.
"I heard you're missing something," Officer Andrew Richardson said.
"Pinkie," the man responded, lying on his back and holding up his bandaged left hand.
A half-hour earlier, and nine miles away, the officers had made a startling discovery: a little finger in the grass. They bagged it up -- first in paper, then in plastic -- as colleagues called local hospitals in search of a recent arrival who fit a specific description. And so here they were, speaking with 21-year-old Nasir Wilkinson in the middle of the night at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital in Rockville, Maryland.
One of the officers held up the bag.
"So, that is your finger?" another cop asked.
Wilkinson's answer would come at the start of a case laced with horror and mercy, vengeance and justice. Before it was over, a stabbing victim near death would make a remarkable recovery. A judge would grant the attacker a lenient sentence. And the man's actions afterward would land him back to her courtroom.
"It wasn't the hardest case I've investigated, but it was certainly the most unique," Sgt. John Borowski said last week.
Before he picked up the knife, Wilkinson had been a star wrestler who won matches around the country. A diagnosis of Type I diabetes at age 14 hardly slowed him down as he attended two Maryland prep schools: St. Paul's School for Boys outside Baltimore and Bullis outside Washington.
By 2022, he'd become a trusted salesman at a gun shop in Maryland. He also cared for his grandmother, making her breakfast and taking her to the doctor and physical therapist.
Early the morning of March 26, 2024, though, he was enraged at his girlfriend's ex-boyfriend. Armed with a knife and with his girlfriend in the passenger seat, he drove to the man's neighborhood and parked.
"Just don't stab him," the woman said, according to a recorded interview with detectives.
The Washington Post reviewed more than 10 hours of police body-camera footage; additional detective interviews with the victim and Wilkinson; court documents; and recorded court hearings. All dialogue is based on those sources.
Wilkinson got out, and moments later came running back. "My pinkie's gone!" he said, before driving to the hospital.
Meanwhile, a 19-year-old lay on his back, moaning in pain. He called 911.
"I just got stabbed," he said, struggling to speak. "I'm about to die."
A half-dozen officers from the Montgomery County Police Department sped into the neighborhood, drew their guns and fanned out. They heard moans and ran toward them, then were led the rest of the way by the victim flashing the light on his phone.
"Put your hands out!" an officer shouted. "We're coming to help you!"
Three of them donned rubber gloves and started treating the man. "Can you tell us anything?" Officer Dominic Acosta asked, receiving only a stare in response.
Another officer spotted something on the ground and bent over. He shined his flashlight over to the victim. Ten fingers.
"There's someone else's finger cut off here," he said.
The victim's wounds to his torso were gruesome.
"Jesus Christ," another cop muttered, catching the victim's attention. As he raised his head several inches and looked down, terror stretched across his face.
"I'm dead," he said quietly.
"You're not dead, buddy," said Officer Richard Buck, reaching to hold his hand.
Nearby, a sergeant reported a big find.
"Go down to Shady Grove. Our suspect is down there checking in," he said. "Take the finger with you."

Police ask patient about pinkie found at crime scene: "I heard you're missing something."


Twenty minutes later, from his hospital bed, Wilkinson acknowledged it was his.
"So you want them to try and put it back on?" Officer Frank Corn asked.
"Yeah," Wilkinson replied.
His girlfriend was waiting at the hospital, and she told investigators about him confronting her ex. Borowski obtained a warrant charging Wilkinson with attempted first-degree murder.
The 19-year-old victim had survived the attack. Taken to a different hospital, he underwent emergency surgery to open his abdominal cavity and ensure there was no organ damage. Eight days later, detectives paid him a visit.
"The first 10 times I told the story, I cried," he told them.
The Post typically does not identify the survivors of violent crimes without their consent. The victim declined a request for an interview. His account of the attack, recorded by the detectives, started with an ambush from behind.

Sgt. John Borowski asked Nasir Wilkinson, "Did they save your finger?"


"I looked down and there's a knife in me," he said. "I pulled the knife out and we were wrestling over the knife."
The attacker ran off and he recalled reaching down: "I feel something squishy. Then I just go down to the ground."
The victim told the investigators his attacker wore a ski mask but had the recognizable voice of a man he knew as "Naz." He'd also shouted out his ex-girlfriend's first initial: "This is for K!" The victim volunteered that he had struck the woman in the face during an argument eight months earlier, which may have motivated the attack.
He said he could hear the officers talking about what they found. "I remember looking at my fingers," he said.
Much worse, he said, was seeing his intestines emerging from the stab wounds. Hearing the officers tell him he wasn't dying, however well intended, left him feeling doomed.
"It was like a movie," he told detectives. "You know how people are like, 'You're not dead, you're not dead.' And the guy dies."
Wilkinson also healed. He, his pinkie and an officer had been transported by ambulance to a hand-specialty hospital in Baltimore where doctors reattached it.
As his trial approached, both sides had leverage: Assistant State's Attorney Peter Larson had the pinkie, the ex-girlfriend's statements and a victim willing to testify.
Wilkinson's attorney, Walter Neighbors, had Maryland sentencing guidelines, which gave great deference to his client's previously spotless criminal record.
The two sides reached an agreement: Wilkinson would plead guilty to one count of attempted first-degree murder, and prosecutors would seek no more than 16 years in prison.
Circuit Court Judge Marybeth Ayres would decide the sentence. She'd been a prosecutor in Queens, Baltimore and finally Montgomery County, where she'd secured a string of life sentences in murder cases. Defense attorneys had feared that background, even as they noticed something else: She strived to be fair.
Ahead of Wilkinson's sentencing hearing, 24 letters of support came to Ayres -- from family, friends, coaches and co-workers describing a life defined by discipline and decency.
"Nasir was raised by a village of people who all have seen the respect and love that he has given to all of us," his great-aunt wrote.
His supporters packed the courtroom for the hearing. Fifteen spoke, including his parents and 85-year-old grandmother, Carolyn Jacobs.
"Nasir became my rock," she told the judge. "I'm asking you, your honor, to please look at all the good in him."

In court, audio of judge offering hope: "I do believe in redemption."


Larson, the prosecutor, said the kind words were hardly lost on him. "I struggle hearing all of that, hearing what the defendant came from and the support that he has, in trying to reconcile that with what he did."
He played audio recordings of the 911 calls, grainy video from a doorbell camera that recorded terrifying yells from the victim, and police body-camera footage that showed the victim's injuries. Larson said Wilkinson deserved to serve all 16 years.
Wilkinson apologized to the victim before addressing the judge: "I can guarantee you that you or no other judge will see me standing in front of them again."
After nearly two hours, Ayres took a quick break and came back to the bench.
She described the viciousness of the attack: "I can't imagine the fear someone would have as they lay on the ground seeing their organs outside of their body."
The judge said she couldn't recall seeing so much support for a person about to be sentenced. She believed that as a group, they would deter him from re-offending. And she lauded Wilkinson for acknowledging and showing responsibility for what he'd done.
"I do believe that you have great potential, and I do believe in redemption," Ayres said. "And I have confidence that when you told me you are never coming back, you are serious."
She handed down eight years.
Four months later, while Wilkinson was incarcerated inside a Maryland prison, his left hand had healed enough that he could write. He picked up a pen and paper.
"To The Snitch," he began, addressing the man he tried to kill. "Let me make this clear. I AM GOING TO KILL YOU! And I don't give a f--- about the consequences."
Wilkinson stood to benefit from Maryland's prison laws: With possible parole and credits available for good behavior, taking classes and participating in programs, he could be out by 2029. "I'll see you again soon," he wrote closing the letter with "#KillALLRats."
Two days after the victim read the letter, his mother received one.
"I'm NOT Done With Him!" it stated. "I hope that y'all didn't think that apology I gave to his snitch a-- was real or sincere because it WASN'T. I didn't mean it one bit."
"I also got something for you," the letter continued, "his sister, grandfather that's on dialysis and anybody else that's blood connected to him. What makes it so easy is that I know where y'all lay your heads at. LOL!"
In place of a signature, the author drew a devil's head.
The recipients called Larson. Investigators lifted fingerprints from the letters, collected DNA off one of the envelope flaps, and enlisted a handwriting expert. Everything matched.
Ayres's optimistic tone, so evident the last time Wilkinson was brought before her, was gone.
"I had faith in you," she said, calling her earlier sentence the most lenient she'd ever imposed. "I was so lenient. And I was so wrong."
Over 45 minutes, Ayres had heard more details about the letters and the overwhelming evidence of witness retaliation, a new crime to which Wilkinson pleaded guilty. The judge also heard from the victim's mother, who spoke of the panic the letters brought to her house, especially to her parents.

In court, a judge describes witness threats: "The worst intimidation letter I've ever read."


"They're terrified every time they walk out the door," she said.
Wilkinson's explanation: Undiagnosed bipolar disorder and depression propelled him to write the letters. Now -- under proper medication and clear thinking -- he knew how wrong they were. But to Ayres, two things seemed more clear: Wilkinson thought he'd get away with writing the letters because he thought the victims wouldn't report them, and Wilkinson actually meant what he wrote.
Ayres wondered aloud her own role in Wilkinson writing. "I asked myself, 'Did I embolden you with my lenient sentence?"
She called his letter to the victim the worst witness retaliation letter she'd ever read. She spoke about how much the victim already had suffered.
And she imposed more prison time: 27 years.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Spanberger takes further steps to remove Virginia from ICE operations
Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) on Wednesday ordered state law enforcement agencies to dissolve any partnership agreements with federal immigration enforcement.

Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) tells reporters Wednesday in Richmond that she has ordered state law enforcement agencies to dissolve any 287(g) partnerships with federal immigration authorities. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


By Gregory S. Schneider | 2026-02-05
RICHMOND -- Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) took additional steps Wednesday to distance state law enforcement agencies from federal immigration operations, ordering the end of partnership agreements and condemning federal operations in other states as undermining public confidence.
"Sadly, the bad tactics, the bad training, the bad vetting that we have seen ... in places like Minnesota -- that is degrading trust in law enforcement," Spanberger told reporters in a brief news conference.
One of her first acts after being sworn in Jan. 17 was to issue an executive order rescinding an action by her predecessor, former governor Glenn Youngkin (R), that required state law enforcement agencies to enter into 287(g) agreements with federal immigration authorities. Those agreements deputize state officials to conduct federal immigration enforcement.
On Wednesday, Spanberger directed the state police as well as corrections officials and other state agencies to cancel any such agreements. She noted that the language of a 287(g) requires state agencies to work "under the supervision or direction" of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
"As governor, I think that [state officials] should be working under ... the leadership within their agencies. And so that's a clear delineation," Spanberger said at the news conference.
Virginia joins a growing number of states pushing back against ICE operations, particularly since federal personnel shot and killed two U.S. citizens last month in Minnesota amid the surge in immigration enforcement under the administration of President Donald Trump. The Maryland General Assembly on Tuesday passed legislation that would ban 287(g) agreements, and legislatures in Hawaii, New Mexico and New York are also considering bans.
Republican lawmakers in Richmond have been warning that Spanberger's stance, as well as various anti-ICE measures making their way through the General Assembly, would harm Virginians. On Wednesday, House Minority Leader Terry G. Kilgore (R-Scott) said in a statement that the governor's latest action "weakens public safety and cuts off cooperation that helped law enforcement remove dangerous criminals from our communities."
Spanberger -- a former CIA operative and federal postal inspector -- said she believes in cooperation among local, state and federal authorities when it comes to law enforcement, and said Virginia officials should always be ready to assist in cases where there is a judicial warrant calling for an arrest.
But she distinguished that from the civil enforcement of immigration law, saying that that is a matter for federal agencies and that local or state involvement causes communities to become afraid to call for help when they need it.
Spanberger also issued an executive order to clarify what she said are the principles and policies that should continue to guide state law enforcement, including protecting human life, upholding the Constitution, promoting public safety, preventing crime and not engaging in "fear-based policing [or] enforcement theater."
She said her administration had researched 287(g) activities under Youngkin -- who sometimes appeared with Trump officials to tout roundups of undocumented immigrants -- and found that the amount of time spent by Virginia State Police on those efforts was "minimal." She added that rather than make Virginians less safe, the pullback would enhance troopers' ability to respond to emergencies or carry out regular law enforcement.
Luis Aguilar, Virginia director of the immigrant rights group CASA, issued a statement praising Spanberger and saying that the previous stepped-up enforcement actions had been "devastating."
"Victims of domestic violence, wage theft, and other crimes have been afraid to call police for help. Children have lost parents. Communities have lost trust," Aguilar said in the statement. "Today, we are so proud to see Virginia join a growing number of states that are beginning to heal from that damage."
Asked if she had concerns that her actions would provoke the Trump administration to target the state for more ICE activities, Spanberger said she had not communicated about it with the White House or seen anything on social media. "But taking Virginia law enforcement -- state agency personnel -- and basically giving them over to ICE is something that ends today," she said.
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D.C.
House rejects D.C. tax changes, potentially costing the city $600M in revenue
GOP proponents say they want to preserve tax cuts for residents and businesses. D.C. officials say the move would produce fiscal chaos.

The U.S. Capitol in August 2023. (Kent Nishimura/For The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright | 2026-02-04
The House voted Wednesday to block D.C. from decoupling its local tax code from President Donald Trump's federal tax cuts -- an action that city officials warned would cause the nation's capital to lose out on hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue and require it to suspend the local tax filing season for months.
The GOP measure, known as a disapproval resolution, passed on a party-line vote of 215 to 210.
If it passes in the Senate, the effort would mark the second consecutive year in which D.C. is facing a financial hurdle during its annual budget season because of congressional action -- a unique challenge with which no other city must contend.
The disapproval resolution blocks D.C. from opting out of various provisions of Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill in its local tax code, a step the D.C. Council took in November to boost revenue by roughly $600 million through 2029. The council also committed a portion of the anticipated revenue to funding a local child tax credit, which would make D.C. the first city in the nation to do so, and an expanded earned income tax credit.
Numerous other states have divorced their own tax codes from Trump's tax cuts, but because D.C. is the federal district, Congress has the constitutional authority to block actions by the local legislature.
The D.C. Council's decision to opt out meant that residents would not be able to benefit from various exemptions that were part of the sweeping budget legislation when it came to their D.C. tax filing; their federal returns would not be affected. Republicans said they wanted to ensure that Washingtonians would benefit from the exemptions -- including no tax on tips, overtime wages and auto loan interest. Other exemptions help seniors and businesses.
"Simply put, the District of Columbia Council doesn't want its citizens to benefit from the largest working families tax cut in American history," Rep. Brian Jack (R-Georgia) said on the House floor during a Tuesday debate.
The consequences of the GOP proposal -- which Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) called "fiscal sabotage" -- would be significant for the city, D.C. officials warned in letters to Congress this week. In addition to eliminating more than $600 million in revenue expected through 2029, they said, the measure would cause administrative chaos. The city's chief financial officer said D.C.'s tax office would have to suspend its tax filing system for months and push local filing deadlines into the fall. Those changes would mean millions in additional expenses for the city, Chief Financial Officer Glen Lee said.
"People have already filed their taxes," D.C. Council member Christina Henderson (I-At Large) said at a council meeting Tuesday. "We would have to say, 'Sorry, go back.'"
The council's legislation decoupling the city's tax code from the One Big Beautiful Bill came after warnings about the city's economic trajectory and a revenue shortfall amid high unemployment and federal job cuts. The council's move garnered some pushback, given that lawmakers were acting on an emergency basis without a public hearing over major tax legislation, while committing the anticipated revenue in part toward a new policy even as some thought it wiser to keep the money in the bank.
Rep. Brandon Gill (R-Texas), who sponsored the disapproval resolution, called the D.C. Council's bill "anti-working class, anti-senior citizen and anti-business," requiring Congress to step in.
"They would rather punish their own residents, their own people, than recognize the achievements of President Trump's legislation," Gill said.
The D.C. Council's budget director, Jen Budoff, made the case at a council meeting Tuesday that the new local tax credits would offer residents more tax relief than the One Big Beautiful Bill.
The child tax credit would offer families up to $1,000 per child depending on household income, and a separate earned income tax credit would benefit residents making under $60,000. The policies combined would cost about $239 million through 2029.
"What the congressional action would do is cost working families, low-income families, more money," said council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6). "We need be very clear about that."
Erica Williams, executive director of the left-leaning DC Fiscal Policy Institute, said the disapproval resolution would mean the city would have to "backtrack on addressing child poverty," as well as "broken promises to thousands of households during uncertain economic times."
"We faced declining revenue due to a local recession caused by massive federal layoffs," Williams said. "Decoupling saved us much-needed revenue, and with a portion of that revenue, we were able to expand the D.C. earned income tax credit and adopt a local child tax credit, two proven tools for tackling poverty, reducing racial inequities and boosting inclusive economic growth."
Both policies could reduce child poverty in D.C. by 20 percent, according to an unpublished analysis that the DC Fiscal Policy Institute commissioned from Columbia University and summarized in a December blog post.
D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) also said the resolution could affect D.C.'s bond rating, which was downgraded by Moody's last year. The ratings agency cited the Trump administration's massive federal job cuts and uncertainty over whether Congress would cut Medicaid -- two factors outside local officials' control. Congressional interference has the potential to further erode rating agencies' confidence in the city's ability to meet financial obligations, Mendelson said.
It is the second straight year that the D.C. government has sparred with Republicans in Congress over budgeting matters; in 2025, GOP lawmakers omitted routine language from a spending bill, blowing a hole in the city's active budget that ended up forcing D.C. officials to cut $350 million in spending midyear.
Republicans in Congress have in recent years expressed increasing interest in D.C. affairs, introducing dozens of bills to tackle local issues -- including a slate of legislation that would overhaul criminal justice policies and remove the city's locally elected attorney general.
But it is still rare for Congress to successfully block or amend a D.C. law. The last time Congress did so was 2023, when both chambers prevented a major overhaul of the city's criminal code that federal lawmakers cast as too lenient on crime. That effort was bipartisan, and then-President Joe Biden signed the bill. That same year, a separate effort to block police reform legislation was unsuccessful because Biden vetoed the measure after it passed both chambers of Congress.
Advocates for D.C. autonomy say the ongoing congressional effort illustrates the consequences of federal control over the District; because Congress is given exclusive authority over D.C. under a law called the Home Rule Act, local legislation is subject to congressional approval.
"This moment underscores a hard truth," said Stasha Rhodes, public affairs director at D.C. Vote, which advocates for D.C. statehood. "As long as D.C. is not a state, its laws and its residents remain vulnerable."
The disapproval resolution advanced out of a Senate committee on Wednesday, clearing the way for a potential vote in the Senate, where Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida). is leading the effort. The disapproval resolution would not be subject to the filibuster and would need only a simple majority to pass.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Hypothermia suspected in 3 D.C. deaths as region probes toll of cold snap
Officials in D.C., Virginia and Maryland are investigating multiple deaths after a winter storm and days of below-freezing temperatures in the region. 

D.C. commuters navigate snow and ice at Massachusetts Avenue NW and L Street NW on Friday. Temperatures in the District did not rise above 32 degrees for nine straight days. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Karina Elwood, Jenna Portnoy, Jenny Gathright | 2026-02-04
At least three people have died of suspected hypothermia in D.C., as officials in Virginia and Maryland also investigate deaths after the recent winter storm and lingering frigid temperatures.
D.C. Chief Medical Examiner Francisco Diaz said officials were awaiting a final determination by the medical examiner's office as to the cause of the three suspected hypothermia deaths. Meanwhile, the Virginia Department of Health reported five storm-related deaths in the past week, and Maryland's health department released a report Wednesday showing eight additional cold-related deaths in the state so far this winter season. 
After the Jan. 25 winter storm dumped several inches of snow and ice, the D.C. area experienced its longest stretch of freezing weather· in more than 35 years, with temperatures below 32 degrees for nine days in a row. Officials warned that such cold temperatures would bring significant safety risks, especially for older and unhoused populations.
Asked Monday whether the city could attribute any deaths to the recent cold snap, D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said, "Sadly, we think the answer is yes." At least two and likely all of the people who died were unhoused, Bowser said.
Cliff Mitchell, director of environmental health at the Maryland Department of Health, said the cold is dangerous in a few ways.
Nerve tissue in extremities -- fingers, toes, tips of noses -- can physically freeze, causing frostnip or frostbite, and as the core body temperature decreases, people can experience irregular or rapid heartbeats and may feel confused, sleepy or off-balance.
"The human body is designed to work within a relatively narrow temperature range, and if it gets outside of that temperature range, the chemical and biological processes that make the body work start to not work," he said.
In D.C., the suspected hypothermia deaths being investigated by the medical examiner's office include: an unidentified man who was found on Friday and brought to a hospital, where he later died; a 61-year-old man found on Saturday in an alley off Ninth Street NW, near the Convention Center; and a 68-year-old woman was found Sunday morning in the 1700 block of Columbia Road NW, near a Safeway, and taken to a hospital.
The medical examiner's office said one person died of hypothermia in the District in all of 2025.
D.C. Department of Human Services Director Rachel Pierre said the city had extended its outreach to unhoused people during evenings and weekends and was operating shelter hotlines 24-7. For those people who do not want to enter shelters, she said, the city was providing warming buses in areas where people congregate outside.
As of last week, Pierre said the city had seen about 100 additional people in shelters -- which she took as a sign that the city's outreach had been successful in encouraging more people to come inside.
"Outreach work continues as temperatures remain dangerously cold," the human services department said in a statement. "When individuals choose not to come in, our teams do all they can to change their minds and provide warming and comfort items to help keep them safe."
In Virginia, the medical examiner determined five recent deaths were storm-related, said Cameron Webb, commissioner of the Department of Health. But it may be several weeks before officials know the full extent of how many people died because of the storm.
Webb said the state treated the storm as not just a severe-weather event, but also a significant health event. They advised residents to prepare kits with medication and pulled federal data on patients who use medical devices that rely on electricity to determine who could be at risk in a power outage.
More people also visited emergency departments and urgent care centers in Virginia in the days following the storm. Average daily visits for slips, trips and falls more than doubled in the week following the storm, compared to the previous weeks, state data shows.
"Much older and much younger people have a harder time regulating temperatures, so special care needs to be taken," he said. "But really prolonged exposure for anybody can be really harmful."
Last week, Fairfax police reported at least three cold-related deaths since the storm. On Jan. 25, a man in his 70s collapsed while clearing snow outside his home in Kings Park West. He was transported to a local hospital, where he was pronounced dead.
On Jan. 28, police received a call to check on a person who lived in a tent in Springfield. The 50-year-old man was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The same day police responded to a report of a woman who appeared to be deceased in her backyard. The 89-year-old woman was taken to a hospital, where she was pronounced.
"These incidents serve as a stark reminder of how dangerous winter conditions can be," the police department wrote in a news release. "Winter weather can be unforgiving, but taking time to slow down, check on one another, and prioritize safety can help prevent tragedies."
Maryland reported 35 cold-related deaths in the state during 2025-2026 winter season in a weekly report released Wednesday, an increase of eight deaths from a report published on Jan. 28. The latest report covers cold-related illnesses and deaths between Jan. 25 and 31, which includes the start of the winter storm and the immediate days after.
Troy Swanda, president and CEO of the nonprofit So Others Might Eat (SOME), said the unhoused community is particularly vulnerable to the threat of cold weather. He said that the organization has been giving out blankets, hand warmers and sleeping bags for those who don't want to go into shelters.
He said it's tough to see the toll that a lack of housing take on people at any time. The cold weather exasperates those struggles and the risk involved with sleeping outside, he said.
"There's no doubt about that unhoused are at the most risk at a time like this," Swanda said. "And the cold snap being as long as it has, is obviously a hugely negative impact for people that SOME serves."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Chilly through Friday, then back to the deep freeze this weekend
A few snow showers are possible Friday, followed by an absolutely frigid weekend.

"Snowcrete" and a reflecting puddle Tuesday on New Hampshire Avenue NW. (Angela N./Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2026-02-04
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Clouds this evening break a bit overnight. Yet another cold one with lows mainly in the teens.
What's next? Highs continue in the 30s Thursday and Friday, with a few snow showers possible Friday afternoon into evening. And then -- oh boy -- an absolutely freezing-cold weekend, and super windy Saturday.
After highs near freezing Thursday and in the low or mid-30s Friday, the next big Arctic front crashes through the area as we head into the weekend. Detailed below, it may come with some snow showers.

(WeatherBell)


The bigger story will be the new round of cold. It'll be another blast of daytime readings some 20 or more degrees below average.
Coming off lows in the teens, Saturday's highs probably range from about 20 to 25. On Sunday, lows are mainly in the single digits to around 10, with highs again 20 to 25.
As you might expect given these forecasts, wind chills fall back near and below zero Friday and Saturday nights.
On Saturday, gusts of 40 to 50 mph are possible, which will threaten isolated to scattered power outages and keep wind chills in the single digits to near 10 much of the day. By early Sunday, it could feel around minus-5 in and around D.C.

Forecast radar at 7 p.m. Friday from NAM model. (WeatherBell)


A powerful cold front, set to arrive Friday afternoon and evening, will bring the possibility of snow showers before frigid air returns to the region. And very strong winds, possibly intense enough to trigger power outages, will surge into the area in its wake.
The front's passage, subject to refinement, will be between 1 and 10 p.m. Friday. The accompanying snow showers, while hit or miss, could briefly be heavy, especially northwest of the Beltway. Some spots could pick up a quick coating.
But the wind will probably be the bigger story. After the front passes, gusts of at least 40 mph are probable late Friday night into Saturday and could near 50 mph. The National Weather Service says it will probably issue wind advisories and warnings for parts of the area.

Predicted wind gusts from a blend of forecast models Saturday morning. (WeatherBell)


The wind "when combined with rapidly falling temperatures will result in dangerously cold wind chills Saturday into Sunday," the Weather Service wrote in a chat channel for media.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Mostly cloudy this evening with a flurry  possible, mainly south of D.C. Turning partly cloudy overnight and much colder with lows in the mid-teens to near 20. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Mostly sunny skies do their best to take the edge off the morning chill. But highs only reach the low to mid-30s with a steady breeze from the north around 10 mph. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Partly cloudy and cold. Lows again in the mid-teens to near 20 with light winds. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Partly to mostly cloudy Friday with highs in the 30s and a few snow showers possible during the afternoon into evening. Friday-night lows tumble to the teens as winds ramp up overnight. Confidence: Medium
Ugh, the weekend is frigid with highs both days in the 20s. Very windy Saturday, with gusts probably near or over 40 mph and wind chills in the single digits to below zero. Saturday-night lows sink to the single digits to low teens, with wind chills near zero to minus-10. Winds may let up by some point Sunday. Confidence: Medium-High
Next week starts only slightly less cold Monday, with highs aiming for the upper 20s to low 30s. But then gradual warming brings highs in the 40s, maybe even near 50, by mid- to late week.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Highs in the mid- to upper 30s are a small setback after warming to near 40 yesterday. Not a bad midwinter day, though, with partial sun and light winds. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 2/10 (|): Maybe a dusting chance with some snow showers Friday afternoon into evening.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1995, a calendar-day record 4.5 inches of snow fell. Areas north and west of the District received up to twice that much. Still, The Washington Post reported that residents weathered the storm well. "S' NO Big Deal" read its headline the day after the storm.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 46
	Average low: 30
	Record high: 70 (1991)
	Record low: 2 (1898)
	Record precipitation: 2.02 inches (1998)
	Record snowfall: 4.5 inches (1995)
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Capital Weather Gang
D.C.'s longest freezing streak since 1989 ends, but more bitter cold looms
The prolonged cold, combined with the "snowcrete," has produced one of the region's most severe winter weather episodes in decades.

Hardened snow and blocks of ice are piled high along Pennsylvania Avenue in D.C. on Wednesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2026-02-04
The D.C. area has just emerged from its longest uninterrupted stretch of freezing weather in more than 35 years. Temperatures  did not rise above 32 degrees for a bone-numbing nine straight days -- 233 consecutive hours -- a feat unsurpassed since 1989.
The prolonged cold, combined with a winter storm that dumped a dense mix of snow and ice, has produced one of the region's most severe winter weather episodes in decades. The rock-hard conglomeration -- dubbed "snowcrete" -- continues to block roads and sidewalks in parts of the area, while some schools have remained closed for more than a week. The cold snap has also iced-over area waterways to an unusual extent.
Although the streak of freezing days has finally ended, winter's grip has not.
Temperatures are expected to remain below normal for the rest of the week, and another punishing blast of cold is poised to arrive by the weekend. Readings are forecast to run about 20 degrees below normal, with dangerously low wind chill levels.
The stretch of nine straight freezing days tied as the sixth longest instance on record and was the most enduring since a run of 10 such days in December 1989.
It began as an Arctic air swept in on Jan. 24 and only gently relented on Monday, when the mercury touched 33 degrees at 2 p.m. following 233 hours below freezing.
An equally long streak of morning lows in the teens was also unusual in our current climate. The nine consecutive days this cold tied for the ninth longest streak on record, tying a stretch in early 2018 and ending up longer than any other since 1994.
The string of freezing temperatures has helped our snow and ice concoction last an uncommonly long time.

(Ian Livingston)


At least 4 inches of snow and sleet have covered the ground for nine straight days through Tuesday. The average for an entire winter with this much is just three to four days.
Four inches has covered the ground for the longest time since the winter of 2009-2010, D.C.'s snowiest on record, when it did so for 26 days.
This atypically long-lasting and frigid air mass has also caused thick ice to develop on area waterways to an extent not seen in years. Skaters have been spotted on the Reflecting Pool on the National Mall, the pond at Constitution Gardens and on various parts of the Chesapeake Bay and Ohio Canal.

(Ian Livingston)


As of Monday, ice covered 33 percent of the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, including the Potomac River. Much of the Potomac in the D.C. area is 90 to 100 percent covered.
The Monday report from the National Ice Center showed ice bunched up on the eastern side of the Chesapeake Bay, because of strong winds out of the northwest in previous days.
Although highs will rise well into the 30s Tuesday and perhaps again Friday, the number of daytime hours above freezing this week will be limited. And then bitterly cold air will pour in late Friday after a powerful cold front, accompanied by possible snow showers, charges through the area.
Temperatures will plunge into the teens by Saturday morning with wind chills near zero. Highs both Saturday and Sunday will hover in the 20s. The wind will be brutal on Saturday in particular, with gusts over 30 mph.

Predicted highs and lows for the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell) 


Freezing highs will probably persist into Monday next week, so expect minimal melting of the snowcrete for another week or so. There is some chance we see some 50-degree weather by the end of next week, although confidence in the forecast that far into the future is low.
Our outlook for February, released Monday, suggests colder than average weather may return for the back half of the month.
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Education
Minnesota teachers sue to keep ICE off school property
Two school districts and a teachers union allege that the immigration crackdown has spilled onto campuses and interrupted the functioning of schools across the state.

Signs opposing immigration enforcement hang on a fence in Minneapolis on Tuesday. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2026-02-05
A group of Minnesota school districts and educators has asked a judge to order federal officers to stay away from schools, alleging that the nation's largest immigration operation has spilled onto campuses, affecting attendance statewide, according to a lawsuit filed against the Department of Homeland Security on Wednesday morning.
The lawsuit rebukes the agency's aggressive immigration crackdown in Minneapolis and St. Paul -- its largest operation so far in a campaign to arrest and deport undocumented immigrants.
The public school districts in Fridley and Duluth, representing almost 12,000 children,  along with Education Minnesota, an 89,000-member teachers union, accuse federal officers of breaking a promise to stay away from schools. While DHS claimed in September it was not raiding or targeting schools, officers have "conducted a slew of enforcement operations at or near schools and school bus stops," according to the lawsuit.
The actions follow the reversal of more than a decade of policy that instructed immigration and border agents to avoid "sensitive locations," including schools, hospitals and churches. The Minnesota union and school districts named in the lawsuit "just want to restore the rule that has worked," said June Hoidal, an attorney for the plaintiffs with Zimmerman Reed.
The groups are also represented by law firm Nilan Johnson Lewis PA and Democracy Forward, a national legal group.
The lawsuit lists several incidents in and around the Twin Cities where federal officers detained teachers, parents or students on or near school grounds, or at bus stops. In one instance, a teacher was removed from her car outside a Spanish-immersion school in Minneapolis. In St. Paul, federal officers pulled over two school vans on their way to school.
Additionally, officers last month tackled people outside Roosevelt High School in Minneapolis and released chemical irritants as classes dismissed. Since Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers were deployed to Minnesota for "Operation Metro Surge" in December, they have detained at least four children in Minnesota, including a 5-year-old boy who was returning from school.
These actions "have caused direct and irreparable harm to the abilities of school districts and educators to fulfill their functions -- to educate children and to provide access to educational services and a safe learning environment," the lawsuit claims.
Assistant Homeland Security Secretary Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement that the administration trusts law enforcement to use common sense.
"ICE is not going to schools to arrest children -- we are protecting children. Criminals are no longer be able to hide in America's schools to avoid arrest," she said. "If a dangerous illegal alien felon were to flee into a school, or a child sex offender is working as an employee, there may be a situation where an arrest is made to protect public safety. But this has not happened."
During the crackdown in Minnesota, ICE officers have shot and killed two American citizens, sparking protests across the state and throughout the country. On Wednesday, President Donald Trump's border czar, Tom Homan, said 700 federal agents will leave the Minneapolis area, reducing the total force from about 3,000 to 2,300 officers.
The presence of DHS officers in school parking lots or on bus routes has made some families too afraid to come to school, according to the lawsuit. In Fridley, attendance has dropped by nearly one-third.
"Students can't learn, and educators can't teach, when there are armed, masked federal agents stationed within view of classroom windows, sometimes for days on end," said Monica Byron, the president of the labor union.
Some districts, including Minneapolis, St. Paul and Fridley, have offered students virtual learning.
Brenda Lewis, superintendent of Fridley Public Schools, wrote in a statement that families' trust in school has been undermined. "Schools depend on stability, and that stability has been disrupted."
Students have become increasingly anxious, John Magas, who runs Duluth Public Schools, wrote in a statement. "The removal of long-standing protections around schools has had immediate and real consequences for our learning community."
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National Security
The treaty limiting U.S. and Russian nuclear arms expired. What to know.
U.S. lawmakers have expressed concern that the end of New START could lead to "a dangerous and costly arms race" between the world's biggest nuclear powers.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and President Donald Trump together after arriving at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage on Aug. 15. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


By Victoria Bisset | 2026-02-05
For decades, the world's two largest nuclear arsenals were constrained by a series of treaties. But that changed Thursday, when the last remaining nuclear arms limitation treaty between the United States and Russia, known as New START, expired.
Russia said in September it is willing to continue adhering to the central limitations of the treaty for at least another year, if Washington does likewise -- but the Trump administration has yet to officially respond to the offer.
Here's what to know about the treaty and what could come next.
New START, which was signed in 2010 under President Barack Obama and came into effect the following year, was an agreement between the U.S. and Russia to reduce the countries' nuclear stockpiles, which ballooned in the early decades of the Cold War and still dwarf those of any other country. It followed other agreements between the countries aimed at limiting the arsenals. The treaty was agreed to for 10 years and permitted one five-year extension -- which was agreed to under the Biden administration -- and  ran through Wednesday.
The treaty promoted "predictability, transparency and stability through robust verification protocols," Georgia Cole, a research analyst at British foreign policy think tank Chatham House, said in an email.
The deal limited both countries to 700 deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles, submarine-launched ballistic missiles and heavy bombers equipped to transport nuclear weapons; 1,550 nuclear warheads on these vehicles; and 800 "deployed and non-deployed" launchers. It also  placed limits on Russian intercontinental nuclear weapons that can reach the U.S.
The treaty provided for 18 on-site inspections per year for each side -- although these have not happened for several years.
The accord was separate from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, which 191 states -- including the U.S., Russia and all NATO members -- have joined since it went into effect in 1970.
The NPT seeks to prevent the spread of nuclear arms, to promote peaceful use of nuclear energy and further the goal of nuclear disarmament. It does not, however, outline any timetable or specific limits on the five nuclear powers that are party to the agreement; there are also several other nations that are believed to have nuclear weapons but are not part of the agreement.
New START is "not an agreement you want expiring," President Donald Trump said in July, adding: "When you take off nuclear restrictions, that's a big problem for the world."
But as the expiration deadline approached, Trump seemed less concerned. "If it expires, it expires. We'll do a better agreement," Trump told the New York Times in early January, complaining that there are "weaknesses" in the agreement and saying he would rather "do a new agreement that's much better."
Russian President Vladimir Putin said in September that Moscow is willing to continue to adhere to the treaty's limits for a further year after its expiration, "to prevent the emergence of a new strategic arms race and to preserve an acceptable degree of predictability and restraint."
But he added that such a move would only be possible "if the United States acts in a similar spirit and refrains from steps that would undermine or disrupt the existing balance of deterrence."
At the time, Trump said the proposal "sounds like a good idea to me" -- but the Kremlin said Tuesday that it  has yet to receive an official response. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said in January that there had been "no specific contacts between specialists from the two countries on these issues."
New START has largely been successful in its goal of limiting both countries' nuclear arsenals and ensuring verification, according to Cole.
Monitoring compliance has become more difficult in recent years, however. Inspections were interrupted during the coronavirus pandemic; then, amid growing tensions over Russia's invasion of Ukraine, Moscow announced in early 2023 that it was suspending its role in the treaty.
As a result, Russia stopped providing the data and notifications required under the treaty, and the U.S. responded by doing the same, the State Department said in a report to Congress in January 2025.
That document, issued under the Biden administration, noted that the U.S. was unable to determine whether Russia had complied with the treaty's limit on deployed warheads over the previous year -- and at times may even have exceeded restrictions "by a small number" -- but determined that this did not amount to a threat to U.S. national security.
While Russia's suspension "significantly undermined the treaty's verification regime and weakened its effectiveness," both countries have continued to observe its limits, according to Cole. "This suggests that even weakened, New START reinforces strategic stability," she added.
"The global security environment has deteriorated dramatically since 2010," according to Cole. "Russia's invasion of Ukraine, rising geopolitical rivalry and militarisation, the collapse of many arms control mechanisms, and the erosion of trust between major powers have all contributed to greater instability."
Another key change is Beijing's rapidly growing nuclear arsenal. While it still has far fewer nuclear weapons than either the U.S. or Russia, China has expanded and modernized its stockpile faster than any other nuclear power in recent years.
"During the Cold War, the U.S. just needed to make sure that their nuclear weapons were sufficient to deter Russia and also to reassure allies," said Darya Dolzikova, a senior research fellow on proliferation and nuclear policy at Royal United Services Institute, a British think tank. "Now, we have this additional competitor emerging."
Trump wants China to be part of any future deal. But the Pentagon said in a report to Congress released in December that China shows "no appetite" for arms control discussions.
Russia has also developed new nuclear systems -- including new nuclear-powered missiles and a large torpedo that it tested late last year. Some of its new systems would fall outside of the remit of New START, according to Cole.
Following the missile test, Trump directed the Pentagon to begin testing nuclear weapons for the first time since 1992 -- reviving echoes of the Cold War and prompting warnings from some experts that physical testing would be expensive, time-consuming and could further fuel an arms race.
In the absence of New START, the U.S. and Russia could build up their nuclear warheads and launchers "unchecked," according to Cole. "This would raise the risk of miscalculation, accidents and unintended escalation -- especially in a crisis," she said. "It would also encourage China to continue accelerating its nuclear buildup to reach parity."
She also cautioned that while Trump has suggested he could reach a new deal, "negotiating a new treaty in the current geopolitical environment would be extraordinarily difficult. It requires years of technical work, trust, and diplomatic engagement -- none of which currently exist at the necessary levels."
In October, almost two dozen U.S. lawmakers signed a letter urging the Trump administration to accept Putin's offer to continue to adhere to the limits of the treaty after its expiration. This, they argued, "would allow time to reach a new agreement and help to prevent a dangerous and costly arms race between the United States and Russia."
The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists made a similar plea last week as it set its Doomsday Clock at 85 seconds to "midnight" for 2026, citing New START's expiration and a "general dearth of leadership on nuclear issues" as part of its reasoning for moving the metaphorical clock four seconds closer to global catastrophe. It called on the U.S. and Russia to adhere to the treaty's central limits, conduct a data exchange as a sign of good faith and restart negotiations on arms control.
Russian security official and former president Dmitry Medvedev, who signed the deal with the U.S. in 2010, reflected on its end in an interview with Reuters published Monday: "I don't want to say that this immediately means a catastrophe and a nuclear war will begin, but it should still alarm everyone."
Natalia Abbakumova contributed to this report.
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Africa
In northwest Nigeria, U.S. confronts a growing terrorist threat
Post reporters ventured to northwest Nigeria, where fighters affiliated with the Islamic State are on the offensive despite December airstrikes ordered by President Trump. 

(Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Chason | 2026-02-05
BAIDI, Nigeria -- There are still bloodstains and bullet holes in the mud-brick alcove where villagers took shelter last month after militants overran their community, opening fire on residents who had gathered to drink tea in the town square.
Six people, ages 18 to 60, were killed in Baidi that night, locals said, gunned down without warning by men whose faces were obscured by the darkness. The attack was the latest in Nigeria's northwestern Sokoto state, carried out by what Nigerian and U.S. officials believe is the newest African affiliate of the Islamic State.
On Christmas night, President Donald Trump announced that United States had launched airstrikes against the group, known here as Lakurawa, part of what the White House and its allies have described as a campaign to put a stop to the "slaughter of Christians" in Nigeria. But the U.S. strikes were largely ineffective, Nigerian officials, analysts and residents said, and there are very few Christians in Sokoto to protect. The state, once part of a 19th-century caliphate, remains overwhelmingly Islamic, and it is Muslims in villages like this one who have borne most of the violence in Sokoto.
Yet no one here denies there is a real and growing security crisis. Islamist militants from several different groups have wrought havoc in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger in recent years while quietly extending their reach into northern Nigeria. Most researchers see Lakurawa as an extension of the Islamic State Sahel Province (ISSP), which is strongest along the borderlands between Mali and Niger but has shown the ability to strike high-profile targets. Its fighters kidnapped an American missionary in central Niamey, Niger's capital, late last year and, just last week, executed a large-scale attack on Niger's international airport.
Now, according to five Nigerian and U.S. officials, ISSP is sharing intelligence and coordinating logistics with the more established Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP), which is based hundreds of miles to the east on the islands of Lake Chad. Together, officials fear, the two groups could destabilize vast stretches of northern Nigeria, home to an estimated 130 million people, where authorities have long struggled to contain insurgent violence.
"This is not just a Nigeria problem," said one of the Nigerian security officials, speaking like others in this story on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive and ongoing operations. "It affects the entire region."

Men handle donkeys at the market in Tangaza, Nigeria, on Jan. 26. Many kidnappings and attacks occur in this area.



Cattle and goats in a car at the market in Tangaza, Nigeria, on Jan. 26.


The U.S. has ramped up cooperation with Nigeria's military in recent months, according to four of the officials, running daily surveillance flights over northern Nigeria with drones launched from Ghana. Officials said the flights have provided actionable intelligence used in additional strikes by the Nigerian military.
What, if anything, the U.S. and Nigerian strikes have achieved against militants in the northwest remains difficult to discern. Both nations are playing catch-up on a threat that analysts say has been building for years and is still poorly understood. Attacks by Lakurawa have not been officially claimed by the Islamic State, and researchers and officials have competing theories about the group's origins and allegiances.
What was clear over the course of more than 20 interviews across Sokoto state is that the militants are on the offensive. Residents in multiple front line villages say armed men are increasingly imposing an extreme version of Islamic law on their communities, demanding they pay taxes known as zakat and punishing those who refuse.
Fighters often announce their arrival by barging into mosques and dictating the rules communities must live by. Most of the villages around Baidi, residents said, have already fallen under Lakurawa's control. Western schools, already rare in this impoverished region, have been shuttered. Music, cigarettes and traditional celebrations, including weddings and naming ceremonies, have been banned. Drinking and drugs are forbidden and strict dress codes are enforced.

Musa Sani next to blood and bullet holes where Lakurawa shot during a recent attack that killed several people in Baidi, Nigeria, on Jan. 26.


A few weeks before the attack in Baidi, residents said, militants approached members of a local vigilante group that had formed to defend the community, demanding they urge local leaders to submit to their rule. The leaders refused.
"We understood there would be retaliation," said Musa Sani, 47, one of the vigilantes. "But we did not want to live under a terrorist regime."

Men hang out in Silame, Nigeria, where Lakurawa pass through, on Jan. 25. Lakurawa have been known to punish people for having cellphones. Many kidnappings and attacks occur in this area.


In November, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres told the U.N. Security Council that Africa's Sahel region, spanning the breadth of the continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea, now accounts for more than half of all terrorism deaths worldwide and warned of a "disastrous domino effect across the entire region."
A dizzying array of armed groups thrive across a succession of weak states with porous borders. JNIM, a powerful al-Qaeda affiliate, and ISSP compete for influence in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger (JNIM also claimed its first attack in Nigeria in late October). ISWAP and the remnants of the Boko Haram jihadist movement are dominant in northeast Nigeria and around Lake Chad.
Boko Haram's rampage in northeast Nigeria captured the world's attention more than a decade ago when fighters kidnapped nearly 300 schoolgirls from their dormitories in Chibok. But the arrival of Sahelian militants in the northwest a few years later flew largely under the radar and has been a source of growing alarm for Nigerian officials.
In early November, when Trump suddenly threatened to go "guns-a-blazing" into Nigeria to protect embattled Christmas, officials here were surprised and angry. Nigeria's population of 230 million is roughly split between Christians and Muslims, and people of both faiths have been targeted by extremists.
But Nigeria's military was watching the militant violence, especially in the northwest, with growing concern, acknowledged Daniel Bwala, a senior adviser to President Bola Tinubu. "We had always viewed the United States as a senior brother," said Bwala. "We needed to find a way to work with [them]."
Bwala and a delegation of top officials made the rounds in Washington, appealing for help in addressing a security crisis they said impacted all Nigerians. Their efforts paid off: When the U.S. launched strikes on Dec. 25, it was against Lakurawa targets provided by Nigerian officials.

Hakimi Maikudi, community leader, stands in the road where Lakurawa came through during the attack in Baidi, Nigeria, on Jan. 26.



Ibrahim Modi, 60, in a hospital in Sokoto, Nigeria, on Jan. 27, recovering from being shot by Lakurawa in an attack in Baidi.


Although Trump and other U.S. officials have publicly claimed the strikes were a success, they have provided no evidence to support their claims. At least four of the 16 Tomahawk missiles failed to explode, The Washington Post found, landing in open fields and a residential area far from where the militants are known to operate. Nigeria's government has said three dozen suspected militants were arrested while attempting to flee Sokoto state following the strikes. Mohammed Idris, the country's information minister, told The Post that a "comprehensive evaluation" was still underway.
A senior Nigerian intelligence official who deployed a team to the sites where missiles reached their targets told The Post that while Lakurawa camps were destroyed, there was no indication that militants were killed. Three other Nigerian officials conceded that the sheer number of armed groups operating in the northwest, and shifting alliances among them, have made it difficult to obtain accurate intelligence.
That lack of clarity presents "a real operational challenge vis-a-vis targeting," said James Barnett, a Nigeria specialist based between Lagos and Britain. "Intelligence has to be precise and fresh for it to be effective."
Barnett also cautioned that Lakurawa may not be a single coherent group, but rather a catchall term for Sahelian Islamist militants. Allied criminal bandits, he added, may be exploiting the confusion and operating under  its name.
As officials try to make sense of the situation, fighters loyal to ISSP have "entrenched themselves in the Niger-Nigeria borderland and are advancing toward Benin," said Heni Nsaibia, the senior West Africa analyst for the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data project.
"They have decided to run their operations covertly," he said, "to try to stay under the radar."

Children leave their home in Silame, Nigeria, where Lakurawa pass through, on Jan. 25.


Driving north from the bustling city of Sokoto, the regional capital, toward the border with Niger, the roads are largely devoid of traffic. Rolling brushland is interrupted only by the occasional farm.
It is in these remote, ungoverned spaces that Lakurawa established a foothold, officials say, and is now expanding.
Residents in four towns and villages described armed men arriving here more than five years ago from Mali and Niger, traveling on motorbikes and speaking languages they didn't understand.
At first, they presented themselves as peacemakers -- mediating disputes between herders and farmers, which sometimes turned violent, and protecting communities from roving bandits. But it was not long before they showed their true colors, residents said, issuing draconian decrees at gunpoint.
Over the last year, according to experts, residents and officials, the militants have widened their reach, bringing more villages under their control and using violence against those who resist.
Residents in Dankale recalled being crowded into the village meeting place last year by  10 men with AK-47s, their faces mostly hidden by turbans. Through an interpreter, the Islamists demanded that locals disarm and adhere to their rules, said Awal, one of the men present that day.
"We knew that if we spoke," he said, "we would be killed."

Habiba, left, and Bashariya, carrying baby Awaisu, grind cornmeal in Dankale, Nigeria, where Lakurawa pass through, on Jan. 25.



Men in a building where Lakurawa preached in Dankale, Nigeria, on Jan. 25. Lakurawa is an armed group affiliated with the Islamic State Sahel Province that has been carrying out attacks, stealing cattle, and imposing strict laws on communities they take control of in Northwest Nigeria.


In nearby Karadal, imam Sirajo Lawal said that virtually everyone in his village tries to live by the Quran. But the Islam that he preaches, and that his father preached before him, gives people the freedom to choose their own path, he said.
With the militants, however, "they say, 'You must do this, otherwise, hellfire,'" said Lawal, 55. "This is the point of difference."
He spoke to The Post at a school in Tangaza, about six miles from his village, now solidly under the control of Lakurawa. Interviewing him there would have been too dangerous. Men in the community who listen to music or refuse to grow beards are beaten or fined by the militants, he said. Gunmen have also burst into traditional ceremonies, which are no longer permitted, and fired into the air.

Imam Sirajo Lawal in Tangaza, Nigeria, on Jan. 26.


In Karadal, and dozens of communities like it, the group rules by extortion: forcing locals to pay taxes in exchange for safety. Lawal said he had put aside eight bags of grain for his next payment to the group.
Kingsley L. Madueke, the Nigeria research coordinator for the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, said much of Lakurawa's funding is believed to come from tax collection, though the group also carries out kidnappings for ransom and steals cattle from herders. Often, he added, they cooperate with local bandits who know the terrain.
Most analysts believe Lakurawa is part of, or affiliated with, the Islamic State Sahel Province, which first emerged in 2015, killed four U.S. soldiers in an ambush in rural Niger in 2017 and was officially recognized as a "province" by the Islamic State in 2022. How much support Lakurawa receives from the Islamic State's hub in northern Somalia is unclear -- one of many things researchers are still trying to pin down.
Lawal said the militants came straight to him when they wanted to enter his village. He acquiesced to their demands, he said, knowing the Nigerian government would not protect them.
"We are not comfortable at all, but we cannot do otherwise," he said. "They could kill us at any time."
In the wake of U.S. strikes, Lakurawa have apparently moved their camps, Madueke said, but their attacks have continued. Dislodging them from the northwest would require a clear strategy and sustained commitment from an administration that has not prioritized Africa, said retired U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Kenneth Ekman.
"A dozen cruise missiles does not a counterterrorism mission make," he said. "We've learned time and again that success requires consistent presence with sufficient capability and will alongside our partners."

Men walk with camels in Baidi, Nigeria, on Jan. 26. A recent attack by Lakurawa here killed several people.


Sani, the vigilante in Baidi, was initially hopeful the U.S. strikes would wipe out so many militants that they would abandon the area. He knew he was mistaken when he heard the gunfire in the town square.
He found his grandfather among the dead, his stomach perforated with bullets. Through his tears, he tried to help two men with critical injuries, he said, but neither made it. He expects more violence is coming.
"We're more scared than ever before," he said. "It feels like they've dispersed and are everywhere."
Murtala Ahmed Rufa'i contributed to this report.
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Europe
As West goes after Russia's oil fleet, Moscow fears for its war funding
New European measures to crack down on Russia's shadow fleet could severely hurt its economy at a time when it is looking increasingly vulnerable.

The oil tanker Grinch, suspected of belonging to Russia's shadow fleet, near Marseille on Jan. 25, surveilled by the French navy. (Thibaud Moritz/AFP/Getty Images)


By Catherine Belton | 2026-02-05
Europe is tightening the net on Russian oil being shipped through its waters, squeezing Moscow's ability to fund its war even as officials and business executives in Russia fear the window is narrowing to reach a peace deal before the economy deteriorates.
The European Union is considering imposing an outright maritime ban on services needed to ship Russian oil, such as insurance and transportation, as part of a new sanctions package marking four years of Russia's war.
The ban would significantly ratchet up the sanctions imposed on Russian oil, replacing the current oil price cap system, and comes as 14 European nations including Britain, France and Germany warned last week they could intercept the shadowy fleet of tankers Russia created to help it evade sanctions operating in breach of international maritime law.
Russian oil revenue plummeted by 50 percent in January compared with the same month the previous year after tough new sanctions imposed by the U.S. Treasury on Russian oil majors Rosneft and Lukoil in October. The penalties forced Moscow to accept ever-steeper discounts of more than $20 per barrel for its oil. Combined with India's apparent agreement to halt Russian oil purchases in favor of increased imports from the United States and potentially Venezuela, the measures threaten to further strain the resources Moscow needs to fuel its war machine, risking crisis as nonpayments grow across the economy.
Inspired by the seizure last month by U.S. forces of the Marinera tanker after a weeks-long pursuit despite a Russian submarine escort, the French navy briefly captured another suspected Russian shadow fleet tanker, the Grinch, which had been traveling from the Russian Arctic port of Murmansk across the Mediterranean carrying 730,000 barrels of oil under the flag of Comoros.
French President Emmanuel Macron said the vessel was subject to international sanctions and suspected of flying a false flag.
After Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the Kremlin used intermediaries to buy up aging tankers and created what became known as the shadow fleet, to lessen its dependency on Western shipping services and reduce sanctions risks. Instead of being insured through Western companies, these tankers often receive insurance from Russia, backed by the country's central bank, and sail under the flags of less stringent jurisdictions such as Sierra Leone and Cameroon, to conceal the origin of the oil.
If enforced, the proposed measures could impact nearly a half of Russia's oil exports, or about 3.5 million barrels per day, which head through European waters via the Baltic and Black seas, with crude shipments mostly bound for refineries in India, China and Turkey.
It's not yet clear if the proposed E.U. maritime services ban, which requires a unanimous vote by member states, will be passed. But with the risk on the shadow vessels increasing from interceptions as well as attacks by Ukrainian drones, the costs are rising for shipments through Europe.
"Russian oil exports are highly sensitive to disruptions in shipping. It is an Achilles' heel," said Janis Kluge, an economist at Germany's Institute for International and Security Affairs. "If I were in Russia's shoes, I would be very worried about the developments both with regards to a stricter policy against the shadow fleet and the Ukrainian drone attacks against tankers. Because both create significant risks. It is critical for Russia to have these shipping lanes open for its oil, or it will really run into big trouble."

An oil rig off the coast of Maracaibo, Venezuela, in 2021. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


A Russian academic close to senior Moscow diplomats said any European ban on maritime services for Russian oil and any further interceptions of shadow fleet tankers were "serious threats for Russia."
"This is a threat not just for the economy, but also it's a political question about whether Russia can allow such actions without losing its political reputation," the academic said.
Even without the further risk to oil exports, Russian finance officials have been writing with increasing urgency to President Vladimir Putin to warn of a potential crisis by the summer, according to a person in contact with these officials and who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject.
The officials have warned falling revenue means the budget deficit is only set to grow without further tax hikes while pressure is mounting on the Russian banking system due to high interest rates and a corporate borrowing spree to fund the war.
One Moscow business executive said the crisis could hit in "three or four months" as signs appear that real inflation is spiraling far beyond the officially declared 6 percent despite interest rates being held at a high 16 percent. Signs of growing strain in the economy are the biggest numbers of closures of restaurants in Moscow since the pandemic and the forced layoffs of thousands of workers as costs grow, the executive said, also on the condition of anonymity.
But there is little sign that Putin is set to change his calculus and step back from the Kremlin's maximalist war demands. Last week, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov dismissed the Western security guarantees Ukraine says it needs for any deal, calling instead for an end to the regime in Kyiv.
"We have no understanding about when the war will end," the business executive added.

People walk past a Lukoil gas station in Moscow on Oct. 29. (Ramil Sitdikov/Reuters)


The growing economic pressures are nevertheless weighing on Moscow as it seeks to keep the Trump administration on its side during negotiations to end the war. "If Trump comes to the conclusion that Russia is sabotaging the negotiation process then it's possible there could be new sanctions including on the energy sector, and this is a serious challenge for Russia," the Russian academic said.
If anything, Russia is only growing more vulnerable to economic pressure, said Craig Kennedy, a former vice president at Bank of America Merrill Lynch now at Harvard University.
"Oil revenue are sliding, credit is overextended. And Moscow knows things are only likely to get worse in 2026," he said.
Not all of Russia's oil is under sanction, and Western companies can ship this oil as long as it is sold under the price cap first imposed by the European Union in December 2022. The E.U. had hesitated over imposing a full ban over fears it could cause a counterproductive oil price spike.
But when the U.S. sanctioned Russia's two biggest oil majors, Rosneft and Lukoil, in October last year, it sharply increased the share of Russia's total oil output under U.S. sanctions to 80 percent. Moscow became even more reliant on its shadow fleet to transport its oil through the Baltic and Black seas to refineries in India, Turkey and China.
"The amount of unsanctioned oil now produced in Russia is a lot lower," Kennedy said. "If shipping compliance gets tightened, it could put even more pressure on Russian export revenue."
Ukraine has also been stepping up its own efforts to target the shadow fleet, further increasing the risks and costs of shipping Russian oil. Since late November its forces have attacked at least nine Russia-linked tankers, deploying naval and aerial drones, as well as mines.
European officials will likely still face a game of cat and mouse in targeting the illicit Russian oil. Already since the U.S. imposed sanctions on Rosneft and Lukoil, two mysterious new intermediary companies -- Redwood Global Supply FZE LLC and Alghaf Marine DMCC -- emerged out of nowhere to become major exporters of Russian oil, according to data from Kpler, a global commodities intelligence firm, compiled by the Kyiv School of Economics.
Redwood sold 757,000 barrels per day in December, and Alghaf sold 174,000 barrels per day after trading zero amounts of oil previously, according to the data. "What we observed is that volumes traded by these new companies skyrocketed," said Borys Dodonov, head of the Center for Energy and Climate Studies at the Kyiv School of Economics.
European governments also argue that many of the Russian shadow fleet vessels flying flags of convenience from nations such as Cameroon and Sierra Leone are not compliant with international maritime safety standards, while those that sail under more than one flag during a voyage -- as the Marinera did -- can be treated as "stateless" under international maritime law allowing them to be boarded and searched.
Amid the crackdown, Russia could be forced to register more of its shadow fleet under Russian flags, making them easier targets for sanctions, analysts said, especially if they are de-registered by other flag states.
Any such move however could also increase the possibility of conflict over attempts to board Russian-flagged vessels with Moscow seeking to intimidate Europe out of taking any action. Russia's Maritime Board, overseen by hawkish former Security Council chief Nikolai Patrushev, warned late last month that measures would be taken to protect Russian shipping interests against actions by "unfriendly states."
"It's a question of whether these actions will be taken by the Europeans by themselves without the participation of the U.S.," the Russian academic said. "Then there could be some measures in response like protection by a military convoy."
Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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National Security
Trump touts 'very positive' call with Chinese leader Xi 
The president noted plans to visit China in April, as Beijing sends a warning to White House over Taiwan arms sales.

Wednesday's call between President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, seen in Busan, South Korea, last October, was their first public contact in months. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Cate Cadell | 2026-02-04
President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping spoke Wednesday morning, their first public contact after several turbulent months marked by barbs over an $11 billion U.S. arms package to Taiwan, an unprecedented Chinese military exercise encircling the island, and accusations from the White House that Beijing is positioning itself to take Greenland.
In a social media post, Trump described the call as "very positive" and praised the relationship between the two leaders as "extremely good." He said the two sides spoke about Chinese soybean, oil and gas purchases, as well as the Russia-Ukraine war and Iran. He also said he plans to visit Beijing in April, though Chinese officials did not confirm the visit.
"I believe that there will be many positive results achieved over the next three years of my Presidency having to do with President Xi," Trump said.
The optimistic tone was not matched by Beijing, which released a statement on the call hinting at the ongoing fractures in the relationship. A statement from China's Foreign Ministry noted Trump's "deep respect" for the Chinese leader, but warned that the United States should handle arms sales to Taiwan with "extreme caution" and that "Taiwan will never be allowed to separate from China."
The call between the two leaders comes amid uncertainties in the relationship, as the White House seeks a more conciliatory tone with Beijing that prioritizes the two countries' trade relations over more confrontational topics -- while disputes continue over tariffs, critical minerals and the future of Taiwan.
In December, the United States approved a record $11 billion arms deal to Taiwan, drawing ire from Beijing, which said the move "gravely interfered" in China's internal affairs. Beijing later conducted live-fire military exercises encircling Taiwan, describing them as a "punitive" message to those seeking to separate the island from mainland China.
Tensions between Washington and Beijing have also been strained by Trump's aggressive foreign-policy moves, including the capture of Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro hours after he met with a Chinese envoy and Trump's repeated assertions that China harbors ambitions to take control of Greenland.
The discussion of geopolitics between the two leaders also comes amid a major overhaul of China's armed forces. Chinese authorities recently announced a career-ending investigation into the country's top uniformed military official, Zhang Youxia, as part of what appears to be Xi's reassertion of complete control over leadership of the People's Liberation Army.
The move effectively concentrates authority over China's highest-level military strategy in Xi himself -- an accumulation of power that is virtually unprecedented in the modern era -- and has raised questions about his strategic calculus as the self-imposed 2027 deadline to build a force capable of invading Taiwan approaches.
Separately, Xi held a videoconference with Russian President Vladimir Putin early Wednesday, after which the foreign ministry released a lengthy statement saying the two leaders met to mark the beginning of the Lunar New Year and to "jointly chart a new blueprint for China-Russia relations."
The Chinese leader has also embarked on a flurry of diplomatic meetings amid fractures in relationships between the Trump administration and long-standing U.S. allies, including Canada and in Europe. Last week, Xi met with U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer in Beijing, where the pair made a spate of agreements on visas, finance and technology as part of a broader reset in the relationship.
Also this month, Xi welcomed Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney to Beijing, where the two sides agreed to lower Chinese tariffs on a range of products and open Canada's market to Chinese electric vehicles, among other measures. Announcing the deal, Canada's foreign ministry said it reflected an urgent need to diversify the country's economy in a "divided and uncertain world."
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Business
Can you trust AI with your next pay raise?
Companies are increasingly using AI agents to streamline HR processes including pay increases.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Shannon Levin/For The Washington Post)


By Tristan Bove | 2026-02-05
What once took Monica Seiter hours of manual reviews can now be resolved with the press of a button and a few prompts.
As director of payroll at Lindenwood University in St. Louis, Seiter uses Payroll Agent, an AI-powered assistant in the management software Workday, to automate the payroll process. (Workday lists The Washington Post as a client.) Some of her favorite features include automated scans to find missing data ahead of payday, and notifications to managers about minimum wage increases that could impact Lindenwood's budget.
Payroll Agent is just one of many AI tools released last year, joining a wave of AI-powered products designed to automate HR processes. The developers behind these tools, commonly referred to as AI agents, promise efficiency and precise information for managers when conducting performance reviews or evaluating who is eligible for a raise or promotion. But by partially automating HR functions, organizations are calling on AI to help steer one of the most consequential relationships between employers and employees, one where a deft human touch was long considered a requirement.
"People don't want to be judged by a black box," said John McCarthy, a professor researching workplaces and emerging technologies at Cornell University. "Sometimes, even the people using or deploying these systems don't know what's in the black box."
While companies like Workday are rolling out narrow AI agents designed for specific tasks, managers are already using general-purpose models such as ChatGPT and Google's Gemini to inform high-stakes calls. More than 60 percent of managers say they use these tools to inform decisions on their employees, according to a June survey by ResumeBuilder, including to draft performance reviews. Of these, over half said they use AI to help determine raises, promotions and even layoffs.
Industry reports suggest that when used correctly, certain automated HR tasks can lead to significant time savings for managers -- up to 25 percent -- according to one analysis by consulting firm Bain & Company. But as companies race to integrate AI, critics worry that untrained managers could use it irresponsibly. The ResumeBuilder survey found that only one-third of managers who used AI to manage people had received formal instruction on how to do so, and around 20 percent often allowed AI to make decisions without human input.
"It's a Wild, Wild West out there," said Stacie Haller, chief career adviser at ResumeBuilder, adding that AI-assisted decision-making at work could expose companies to legal action, including wrongful dismissal cases.
"If you are let go and it was based on some AI evaluation, I guarantee you there are going to be lawsuits, because today people bring up lawsuits when they feel they're unfairly fired anyway," she said.
For Workday, the answer is for a person to have a final say and remain accountable, even if they tapped an AI agent for help, explained Aashna Kircher, a group general manager for HR products at the company.
"AI can't make decisions around people's performance," she said. "We are very much anchored on having a human in the loop and amplifying potential, not replacing human judgment."
When used responsibly, AI agents could even help improve transparency, says Maria Colacurcio, CEO of Syndio, a company developing workplace equity solutions. In October, Syndio released its own AI agent called Syndi, which provides hiring managers with salary offer recommendations for individual job candidates based on internal pay policies, market rates and company targets. Agents like Syndi are designed to explain each recommendation, a step Colacurcio says is essential for maintaining trust.
"The real value of AI is helping leaders make good decisions with better confidence. And when you've got that clear and consistent reasoning, the people who are on the receiving end feel respected," Colacurcio said.
Even when AI agents are transparent about how a recommendation was formulated, a human arbiter will still probably be required to make most decisions. In processes like performance feedback, soft skills that are harder to quantify might slip past what algorithms are ready to reward, said John Hausknecht, a human resources professor at Cornell. Recognizing qualities like congeniality and willingness to train colleagues, or context from workers' personal lives, is one area where human managers still have an edge over machines.
"There's a 'what' and a 'how'," Hausknecht said. Evaluating what an employee has produced can be relatively easy for automation to capture, "but how they got there, and did they take the right steps and build the right relationships along the way, I still think has that judgmental quality that's hard to get away from."
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Food
Canceled: Trouble in the kitchen? Ask us your cooking questions.
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2026-02-05
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining
Eebee's is the defiantly optimistic neighborhood bar D.C. deserves
At the new tavern in Shaw, time-honored American pub grub is dialed in and served with reverence.

Owner Emily Brown wanted to create a "middle ground" space for D.C., pulling ideas from some of her favorite bars. 


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-02-05
 (Outstanding)
My mind always wanders as I scan the paper menu at Eebee's Corner Bar. With each of the 10 quintessential comfort foods on the list -- a burger, onion rings, a Caesar salad -- comes a flashback.
The turkey club I see when I close my eyes is the one I devoured as a child on trips to Florida, where my grandmother would treat me to the towering sandwich and a virgin pina colada at a waterside restaurant before we went to the beach. When I order a banana split, I half expect to be served the overflowing mess of ice cream and chocolate syrup from Fentons Creamery, the site of so many birthday parties growing up in Oakland, California.
Eebee's does not try to override whatever nostalgia you might bring to the table. Instead, it wraps you in it.
Take the restaurant's cheeseburger. There are no sleights of hand. No proprietary umami-blasted sauce or layers of smashed patties vying for internet attention. Just salt and lots of black pepper; a nice, thick ring of onion; and a tall, dry-aged beef patty blanketed in American cheese and cheddar that melt into a two-tone yellow swirl. You've had some version of this burger before. It is not revelatory but humbly great.

Rasika Jayaweera, left, and Heather Levy share tallow-fried cottage fries. 



The cheeseburger at Eebee's features a hefty dry-aged beef patty blanketed in American cheese and cheddar. 



The double-decker club sandwich and classic cheeseburger. 



One of the restrooms at Eebee's is entirely dedicated to baseball. 


Other dishes are similarly unadulterated and exalted. The double-decker club is packed tightly with veil-thin slices of turkey, thick-cut bacon and wedges of well-salted tomato. To ward off the dryness turkey can attract, it is spread with what seems like an entire jar of mayonnaise. The white bread is toasted enough to stand up to fillings, but not so crunchy as to scrape the roof of your mouth. Any Florida clubhouse would be lucky to put a toothpick through this sandwich.
A Caesar salad is covered in so much parmesan that if you don't eat it promptly, it wilts under the sheer weight of cheese -- a good problem to have. Even a banana split has been quietly improved, the banana bruleed so it gleams reflectively like polished ice. Eebee's owner Emily Brown does something harder than reinvent: she fine-tunes.
Eebee's Corner Bar: 3 stars (Outstanding)
Read more about the new stars scale.
Don't miss: Cheeseburger, turkey club, mozzarella sticks, banana split.
Prices: $7 to $25; most cocktails are $13.
In 2009, Brown, a D.C. native, moved to New York and bartended at Old Rabbit Club, a punk rock speakeasy in Greenwich Village. It was there that she began to develop a passion for beer, and in her off hours, fell in love with the sorts of neighborhood institutions where she could linger over drinks and a burger. Not quite dive bars, less fussy than full-blown restaurants.
When Brown returned to Washington in 2018 to help her cousin Andy Brown open Andy's Pizza and put together its beer program, she felt the absence of these places. "There's no middle ground. It's Stoney's or Le Diplomate. It's Exiles or Osteria Mozza," she reflected, referencing some of the city's beloved bars and upscale restaurants. Slowly, she started to build her own middle ground. Eebee's, whose name is a play on Brown's initials, opened on a corner along Florida Avenue in Shaw in November.
"I obviously am quite inspired by many things in New York, but this is for D.C.," she says. "I think people in D.C. wanted something for them." That seemed like an understatement on a Thursday night in early December. "Two people," I told the host when I walked in. "Hour and a half," she replied apologetically. So I waited. Just after 10 p.m., I returned to find my place at a high-top in the front window. The room was still packed.
Friends crowded the bar to watch a hockey game playing on a TV surrounded by sports posters, vintage beer signs and a dignified painting of a hound. I sipped my Negroni and edged my stool further toward the window as the crowd swelled. The jostling didn't bother me; I was too immersed in my mozzarella sticks to mind the friendly push and pull for space.

Clockwise from bottom left: Crab and artichoke dip, onion rings, the cheeseburger, Caesar salad and mozzarella sticks come out of the kitchen. 



Thick, molten mozzarella sticks are a sight to behold. 


They come three to an order, each baton nearly as thick as a spring roll. Early on, the breading was too thin and the cheese seeped out. On return visits, they had been perfected. The exterior is durable and snappy with the faint taste of garlic and parmesan. The mozzarella is molten hot, milky and squeaky, as if plucked straight from the salty waters of New Jersey's finest Italian deli.
Three months in, Eebee's has settled into a groove, with service as warm and lived-in as its food. Brown is a constant presence, introducing herself to every table and seeming to find genuine pleasure in getting to know her newfound regulars. Her staff follows her lead, making rounds to take orders and re-up drinks, but never overbearing in a way that suggests there is a time limit on your table. And boy, do people linger.
The bar is already a late-night favorite of chefs and sommeliers, servers and bar folk who are proud to see one of their own take a big leap -- and relieved for someplace fun whose kitchen is still open when they get off work. This has the sweet and occasionally riotous effect of everyone knowing everyone. "The best bartender in the world!" a woman at a corner table shouted recently as she pointed to a friend who had just walked in. The whole room exploded in cheers, and I wondered if I should recognize this famous bartender, too. Shots were poured.

Eebee's has been an immediate hit in Shaw, drawing long lines and a dedicated fan base. 



Emily Brown makes the rounds through her dining room, getting to know newfound regulars. 


Even when you don't know a soul, it's nice to feel like part of something so joyous. And while I have never experienced a quiet moment at Eebee's, my first visit was the only time I waited more than a few minutes to sit.
I cannot imagine skipping an opportunity to eat the silliest appetizer in town, a spartan "cheese plate" consisting of cheddar slices, raw onion slivers and fried saltines, but plenty of people at Eebee's observe a liquid diet. The pride of Brown's tightly curated beer list is what she calls the Light & Dark. Like the cheese plate, it is a tribute to McSorley's, New York's oldest Irish bar. Order it, and you will be served two 10-ounce mugs of beer. One a light, peppy pilsner from New Hampshire's Schilling Beer Co., the other a dark and brooding lager from Sojourn Fermentory in Suffolk, Virginia. Both are poured from Czech Lukr taps that leave a dramatic, cappuccino-like foam. A perfect offering for those of us too indecisive to pick our poison.

A "cheese plate" consisting of fried saltines and sharp cheddar is an ode to McSorley's, New York's oldest Irish bar. 



Czech Lukr taps are used to pour the Light & Dark beer combo, resulting in a rich, cappuccino-like foam. 


Brown worked with bar director Chris Donovan (formerly of the Green Zone, where Brown developed the beer program) to put together a cocktail list that reads in turn whimsical and serious. You can order a Negroni or a martini, but why not a grasshopper? I am not sure the unnaturally green cocktail tingling with creme de menthe and rimmed with chocolate syrup is ever good, exactly, but it sure does feel right. The same goes for the Dirty Shirley, made a little more grown-up with homemade black cherry soda.
Between the reasonable prices (most cocktails cost $13) and the fact that Eebee's is open every night until 2 or 3 a.m., it is a defiantly chipper outlier in an industry struggling to stay optimistic and affordable. It feels good to support a place like this at an undeniably heavy time for D.C.'s independent restaurants. I reckon some of us feel heavy these days, too. Less so in the presence of gushing mozzarella sticks and a banana split, cherry glowing chemical-red, as sweet as any memory.

The banana split is as classic as it gets. 


1840 Sixth St. NW. eebeesbar.com. 202-506-5711. Hours: Monday through Thursday, 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.; Friday 5 p.m. to 3 a.m.; Saturday noon to 3 a.m.; Sunday noon to 2 a.m. Sound check: 88 decibels/Extremely loud. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; ADA-compliant restroom; exceptions to the no-reservation policy are made for diners who need special accommodations and reach out in advance. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus, but gluten-free substitutions are available; several meat-free dishes are available.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: What if my future in-laws never accept me?
Letter writer hoped her future in-laws would give her the love her family never could. Instead, they've been unwelcoming.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-02-05
Dear Sahaj: How do you navigate the pain of knowing your future in-laws are not going to show you the love and affection you've longed for all your life? Especially when you never experienced a loving family.
I recently got engaged, and we are both South Asian but not the same ethnicity. I feel like my fiance's family will never accept me because I am not Punjabi/Sikh. They have never welcomed me into their home as if they were gaining a daughter and always made me feel like I was a stranger. When I express my thoughts and feelings on things, I feel judged or shamed. I've tried to be kind and show affection. However if, for example, I gave his family chocolates, my fiance's mom would go look for something to give me on the spot so she didn't feel indebted to me. These kinds of gestures feel so empty to me.
When we got engaged, no one in his family greeted me with excitement -- not even a congratulations. I had to bring up the engagement for his parents to even acknowledge it. I've dreamed of this moment and wanted to see my future in-laws embrace me and give a warm welcome into the family. Instead it was a cold experience; I was speechless.
It's been weeks now, and no one has reached out from his side about our engagement. At this point, I feel there is no point in trying to be present with his family. I obviously want to have good relations with my in-laws for the sake of my fiance and my future marriage, but I feel like I'm grieving the in-law relationship I always dreamed of and it's a harsh realization.
-- Grieving
Grieving: You're not just grieving a relationship with your in-laws; you're grieving a lifelong longing of familial love. This grief is going to come in waves, and it's important to be kind and gentle with yourself as it washes over you.
I know that in South Asian cultures, there are certain expectations imposed on daughters-in-law. You're expected to be flexible, swallow discomfort and preserve harmony. Even more generally, with in-laws, there's often an unspoken rule that the person entering the family adjusts -- the family does not reorganize for the new member. It's clear that your in-laws are uncomfortable by the emotional openness or giving without reciprocity. And it does make me wonder how much of this is about your heritage or religious identity, and how much of it is normalized behaviors. This distinction may help you take these interactions less personally and see them as patterns of behavior that exist beyond you.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
With all this said, you shouldn't be managing this alone. Talk to your fiance about how much access and influence his family has in your shared life. You'll want to name the hurt you're feeling and explore the role your fiance is comfortable playing to help set expectations with his parents and to help be the buffer.
There's no telling if things will change in your relationship with your in-laws. It may take time, continued exposure and relationship development. Still, you want to accept that they are not capable of giving you what you need right now. Acceptance doesn't mean giving up or just being okay with being treated poorly. It's seeing your in-laws clearly, without fantasy, and adjusting your expectations. Simply put: You want to stop arguing with reality.
Something I see often in my work with South Asian women is this constant over-giving to prove their worth or "win" family over. Instead, try to meet them where they are rather than where you hope they will be. This relieves the pressure on you to build -- or force -- the relationship. This can look like being polite and respectful without oversharing or using gifts as a bid for connection. And it can look like preparing for future milestones and matching their level of engagement so you don't overextend yourself.
You can have "good relations" with your in-laws without closeness. This just means channeling the hope and effort into friends who celebrate you loudly or other in-law family members/community who show you warmth without reservation. Just because you aren't getting what you want from your family doesn't mean it can't exist in other relationships -- starting with the chosen family you are creating with your fiance.
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Travel
Inspired by Netflix, tourists swarm Swiss village for lakeside selfies
Fans of the Korean drama "Crash Landing on You" have overwhelmed a small Swiss town so they can re-create scenes from the hit Netflix show.

Miho Shiawase sits at the end of the pier in the small Swiss village of Iseltwald on Lake Brienz. The dock has become so popular with fans of the K-drama "Crash Landing on You" that the town installed a turnstile and charges 5 Swiss francs. (Photo by Miho Shiawase)


By Andrea Sachs | 2026-02-05
Fans of a hit Netflix series from South Korea are traveling internationally to meet the show's breakout star: a lakeside pier in Switzerland.
Since "Crash Landing on You" debuted six years ago, devotees of K-drama have been descending on the village of Iseltwald, just outside Interlaken. The wooden T-shape dock on Lake Brienz played a brief but pivotal role in the Shakespearean love story of a wealthy South Korean executive and an enigmatic North Korean soldier.
Before the show aired, Titia Weiland, manager of the Bonigen-Iseltwald Tourism agency, said tourists typically visited the region during the summer, hiking in the Bernese Alps or boating in the lapis-blue lakes.
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, fans did not immediately come. Once borders reopened, however, Weiland said up to a thousand people a day began descending on Iseltwald, home of 400 residents, three hotels, one grocery store and the celebrity dock.
"It was an active boat pier, but it was used very little," Weiland said. "It's become very famous because of the series, and then you have another kind of fame -- the people coming to see the people visiting the pier."
In October, Stefanie and Caleb Rouse visited from Pittsburgh. The married couple waited nearly two hours to stand on the pier where Ri Jeong-hyeok (Hyun Bin), the male love interest, performed a piano piece overheard by Yoon Se-ri (Son Ye-jin), the female lead who happened to be cruising by on a boat. The pair passed the time by chatting with fans from South Korea and Japan.
To set the mood on the dock, the Rouses cued up the show's soundtrack, which had been in heavy rotation during their three-week journey in Europe. Stefanie clutched a bouquet purchased in Paris.
"The music was playing, the sun was setting, and we were dancing around on the dock," said Stefanie, 38, a relationship mentor and author. "It was such a sweet romantic moment."

Shiawase, who lives in Switzerland, visited several Swiss sites featured in the hit Korean drama, "Crash Landing on You," including the Grandhotel Giessbach near Lake Brienz. (Photo by Miho Shiawase)


Miho Shiawase, a new convert to K-dramas, beat the crowds.
In 2021, the Swiss resident visited five film sites over two days, traveling by train, bus and boat from her home in Lucerne. She started with the traditional wooden home on Lake Lungern that appears in the show's final scene, followed by the Iseltwald pier and a scenic cruise on the lake.
Her "set-jetting" tour also included the Panorama Bridge (Panoramabrucke) in Sigriswil, the Victoria-Jungfrau Grand Hotel & Spa in Interlaken and a night at the Grandhotel Giessbach, which appeared in the series as the music school that Jeong-hyeok attended.
"The Swiss scenes gave me such a nostalgic feeling, especially since some of the locations, like Zurich and Brienzersee [Lake Brienz], I had actually visited before," Shiawase, 34, an office coordinator, said in an email. "It was surreal to stand in the exact spots where the movie was filmed -- to think, this is where Captain Ri or Yoon Se-ri stood!"
With so few visitors, Shiawase said she could take her sweet time snapping photos of herself reenacting scenes, playing both roles. At the boat pier, she could count the number of visitors on one hand.
To help her fellow fans, Shiawase shared her itinerary on her blog, Miho's Happy Life. She also compiled all the Swiss locales, organizing the dozen-plus sites by episode.
"What really surprised me was how many different places they used," Shiawase said. "Zurich, Interlaken, Iseltwald, Brienz, Grindelwald. I honestly didn't expect the series to feature so many stunning Swiss spots."
In 2023, she visited South Korea and several film locations, such as Wolfgang's Steakhouse, Acredo Seoul and BBQ Olive Chicken. She didn't update her "Crash Landing on You" post with the Seoul stops.

Thousands of fans from around the world have visited the pier in Iseltwald where Captain Ri Jeong-hyeok (Hyun Bin), the North Korean soldier in "Crash Landing on You," played the piano. (Titia Weiland, Bonigen-Iseltwald Tourism)


Larger destinations such as Zurich and Interlaken can better absorb a high volume of tourists. Iseltwald struggled.
The surge started in 2022, when Weiland said up to a dozen tour buses a day would deposit 60 or 70 people by the pier. The visitors, often on a grand sweep of Europe, would quickly snap a photo before hustling back on the bus.
Most people didn't stay long enough to hike to Giessbach Falls; paddle around Little Snail Island, where monks from Interlaken Abbey allegedly bred the mollusks; or sample lake fish in cream sauce at a local restaurant.
The pedestrian and vehicular traffic also frustrated residents on their daily commutes or leisurely strolls, Weiland said. Some homeowners discovered strangers poking around their residences and gardens.
"If your house is right on the village square, it's a very different kind of living than it used to be," Weiland said.
Municipal leaders eventually reached a breaking point and introduced measures to relieve the pressure on the infrastructure and help restore the community's quiet way of life. They restricted the tour buses to two every two hours. During a months-long redesign of the square, which started on Sept. 1, the large coaches must park and unload passengers on the outskirts of town, a 10-minute walk to the center.
To handle the masses, the transportation company PostBus added 120-passenger double-decker buses on a new express route between Interlaken and Iseltwald in 2023. On peak days, the company said up to 2,000 passengers travel the 17 minutes between Interlaken Ost and Iseltwald's Dorfplatz.
The same year, the municipality installed a turnstile at the pier, charging 5 francs (about $6.50), and the public toilet. Previously, Weiland said one person would pay to unlock the bathroom door and would keep it open for the busload of passengers. Now, each user pays a franc. In 2024, the town collected about $307,000 for pier access and about $7,542 for the restroom. The funds help pay for garbage disposal, restroom cleaning and other maintenance.
On Switzerland Tourism Tipps, a Facebook page dedicated to Swiss travel, members were split on the pier fee. Some opposed it, sharing tips on evading it.
"A lot of the visitors don't go on the boat pier now. They just take their pictures right beside it," Weiland said." So it's not an amazing amount of money coming in."
Many people supported the charge, describing a sense of responsibility to contribute to the village's economy and upkeep.
The Rouses were pro-turnstile. They said the barricade instilled a sense of civility. Hordes of visitors didn't rush the pier but patiently waited their turn.
Facing forward, eyes on the lake, they said they felt as if they were the only two people there.

The Grandhotel Giessbach in Switzerland has become a set-jetting site for fans of the Netflix series "Crash Landing on You." (Photo by Miho Shiawase)


A cottage industry within travel has bubbled up around such pop culture classics as Harry Potter, Game of Thrones, "The Sound of Music" and "Emily in Paris." Fans can sign up for tours that often incorporate souvenir shops.
The set-jetting culture for "Crash Landing on You" is more grassroots. Enthusiasts typically cobble together their own itineraries. In true fan club fashion, they often post their routes online, sharing with the wider K-drama community.
As the owner of Jungfrau Tours, Robertus Laan arranges hotel and train packages throughout Switzerland. In 2022, he started hearing about a surge of Asian travelers in Iseltwald inquiring about the dock. Soon after, he began receiving requests for a "Crash Landing on You" excursion.
He assembled a tour with about eight sites spread over two days, which was too long for the set-jetters. So he shortened it by half, cutting the historical and cultural sections and stopping at each attraction just long enough for the participants to snap a photo.
"The first time I guided them myself, I was ready to tell them about how the little town of Iseltwald has very beautiful old houses with engraved writings," Laan said. "They said: 'No we need to go. We have made our selfie, and we are ready for the next thing.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2026/02/05/kdrama-switzerland-pier-iseltwald/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Cutting off dad gave me peace. But sister has questions. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-02-05
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Too many restaurants are too loud. What can we do?
Loud music in restaurants "have made dining out a stressful event."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-02-05
Dear Miss Manners: I live in a large city, and used to enjoy going out to lunch or dinner with friends. However, the loud music combined with the lack of sound-absorbing materials in restaurants have made dining out a stressful event.
It has become almost impossible to converse in a normal tone of voice. As we age, many of us wear hearing aids. It is difficult to distinguish words in a background of noise. Many young people also complain about the decibel level.
We often ask the waitstaff if the volume can be lowered, but to no avail. (If we are the only people in the restaurant, the volume might be lowered, but as soon as another party enters, the volume is pumped up again.)
No wonder people have lost the ability to converse! What can we do, other than staying home and getting takeout delivered?
You are more likely to enjoy your evening out if you choose a restaurant by decibel level, just as you would select a type of cuisine, such as Moroccan or Sichuan.
Miss Manners suggests that you call ahead and explain that you are looking for a quiet restaurant. No restaurateur wants an unhappy customer, so they are unlikely to mislead you, and your call might make them wonder if they should be turning down the volume.
Dear Miss Manners: I am an RN, and I spent most of my 30-year career working at a community hospital near my home. It didn't have the greatest reputation, but it had some great doctors and nurses, and I was proud of the work we did.
When asked, I tell people where I worked, and am often met with, "Oh, I would never go to that hospital" or "I hate that hospital." (This also happened while I was still working there!) I am at a loss as to how to respond to these rude people. Usually, I just ignore the ignorant comment, but sometimes, I'd like to have a comeback ready that would make them aware how hurtful and thoughtless they are. Any ideas?
Tell them you are sorry they had a bad experience -- or whatever they are relating about the hospital. Miss Manners fears that you may be in for a long story. Then mention that you worked with some very dedicated professionals but do not know the current situation. And change the subject.
Please, however, note Miss Manners' full answer. You asked how to make them realize they were rude and feel bad about it. She did that -- and possibly also got them to rethink their opinion of the hospital.
You neglected to ask how to do this without starting an argument or convincing the questioner that you are just as bad as the hospital. Which is what would have happened, had you contradicted them without giving them an out, or by glaring at them and letting the conversation grind to a halt.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Wellness check severs decades-old friendship
Worried about a longtime friend's memory issues, the letter writer asks a niece to check in one her -- which backfires.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-02-05
Dear Eric: I'm a 73-year-old female who happily maintained a friendship I made my freshman year in college.
Two years ago, I noticed changes in my friend's ability to carry on conversations and her lack of awareness of current events. After covid's isolation, she and her husband seldom left their house, and her husband spent more time on his computer.
My friend's calls to me became more frequent and repetitive even though she had no news or reason to phone. She repeated the same three or four stories and often within a five-minute span. I expressed my concerns about cognitive issues to her. She proudly reported that she was especially healthy, took no medications and came from a family who lived long lives. She thought she was fine.
We have always lived in different states, so I reached out to a niece and expressed my concerns about her aunt. The niece phoned her and said I made contact to "check up on her." Her niece sent me a text that she spoke with her aunt and she seemed "just fine."
The anger from my friend "interfering in her life" was vitriolic. I have my own mental health concerns and could not deal with the drama. I blocked contact, leaving behind a 54-year friendship. Did I fail her?
-- Concerned, not Interfering
Concerned: Reaching out to your friend and to a family member was the right thing. The Alzheimer's Association has a 10-step guide for how to approach a friend or loved one about whom you have memory-related concerns; I refer to it often. Part of that plan involves alerting the friend or loved one to the changes you're seeing and asking if they've noticed the same things. Another part of that plan involves reaching out to someone closer who can help or who might be able to confirm what you're seeing (or refute it).
These conversations are not always easy. Sometimes people experience shame when others speak to them about their health. Others might feel that people are talking about them behind their backs, which can be hard to handle.
I'm sorry that the conversations you had prompted vitriol from your friend. But I'd encourage you to unblock her. After 54 years, it's worth allowing her some grace, apologizing for any perceived overstepping and starting over. A grudge won't do either of you any good. But a five-decade connection that allows for ups, downs and changes can continue to benefit you both.
Dear Eric: We had been friends with another couple for more than 50 years. They were always jealous about little things we did or bought, like a new sofa, new appliances, et cetera. But when we built a new house, that ended our relationship. They never came to visit, and we haven't talked since.
That was 21 years ago. How can anybody be that jealous and what causes it? Small things they would get over in a week or so, but this was too big for them to handle.
-- Jealousy Ruined the Friendship
Friendship: It sounds like that couple was never really in the right place to be friends with you. The green-eyed monster pokes its head out on occasion in even the healthiest of relationships, but I struggle to see what they thought they were getting out of this friendship or adding to it.
As this has been on your mind for two decades, I suspect that you'd like some resolution about it. Alas, that may not come. The simple truth is that sometimes other people's internal struggles manifest externally and keep them from the happiness they say they want.
Dear Eric: This is in response to "You Gonna Finish That?", who was concerned about restaurant food waste and wanted to ask strangers for their leftovers at restaurants. There is an app called "Too Good To Go", where participating restaurants and food servers like convenience stores can sell "mystery bags" of their food left over at the end of the day/night at discounted prices.
The app provides time windows in which to pick up the items, usually shortly before closing. This cuts down on food waste and allows restaurants to recover some of their food costs. It also lets people try new restaurants at a reduced cost. There's a delicious bagel shop near me that participates in the app, and I've frequently gotten a dozen assorted bagels at cost. Win-win!
-- Too Good
Too Good: Thanks for this suggestion. I've checked out the app in the past, and it does a great job helping restaurants to reduce food waste. Restaurants have to adhere to strict guidelines around food service, including never serving one guest food that's been served to another guest. Apps like "Too Good to Go" help make use of unused food without exposing the restaurant to liability.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Nourish
Gently sweet and pretty in pink, this panna cotta spreads the love
This creamy panna cotta is a healthful way to end a special meal.

Raspberry Yogurt Panna Cotta With Pomegranate and Chocolate. (Lauren Bulbin/TWP; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-02-04
I could feel the love filling the kitchen when I served these panna cotta cups to my husband and daughter. Each looked at me with appreciation and delight, nodding and uttering murmurs of joy as they relished each spoonful. A warm satisfaction washed over me as I relished their enjoyment.
That reciprocal warm-fuzzy feeling is one of the things I love the most about cooking for others, and this dessert brings an extra dose of that fulfillment.
Get the recipe: Raspberry Yogurt Panna Cotta With Pomegranate and Chocolate
The finished dessert is stunning to look at, blush-pink from the raspberry jam that gives it subtle sweetness and fragrant with floral cardamom, both of which imbue the dessert with allure and sensuousness. The resulting panna cotta is creamy yet light, because it's made with milk and yogurt rather than heavy cream. (I suppose that technically makes it a latte cotta.)

Gemlike pomegranate seeds offer a tart, juicy notes against the creamy panna cotta. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The cups are simple to make: Just sprinkle gelatin over a saucepan of milk, then warm it to dissolve the former, before whisking in jam and cardamom. Once the milk mixture cools a bit, add a little yogurt, then divide the mixture into individual portions and refrigerate them until set.
Served right in the ramekins -- like an elegant pudding cup -- and topped with juicy, gemlike pomegranate seeds and chocolate shavings, it's a healthier dessert that's ideal for Valentine's Day or anytime you want to feel the love.
Get the recipe: Raspberry Yogurt Panna Cotta With Pomegranate and Chocolate
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Food
The best ways to cook chicken wings, including sauces and seasonings
Whether you prefer your wings baked, deep-fried, shallow-fried or air-fried, here's how to cook and flavor them.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson | 2026-02-04

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky)


Served whole or cut into sections; deep- or shallow-fried (battered or naked), air-fried, baked, or grilled; flavored with any of myriad sauces or spice blends -- chicken wings have range.
Ask any connoisseur of this poultry part about their ideal wing, and you'll get an assortment of answers as to the "right" way to prepare them. Whether you want tips to enhance your own tried-and-true method or are looking to join the wing club for the first time, here are four indoor cooking methods, along with a bevy of sauces and seasonings that you can mix and match, to put you on the road to wing heaven.
The wing process begins with purchasing. If possible, buy air-chilled chicken because there is less moisture, which means crispier skin and better flavor. Regardless of the type of chicken you get, always pat it with paper towels to get it as dry as possible before seasoning and cooking.
Whole wings versus sections. The wing recipes here call for them to be separated into sections -- flats and drumettes -- which you can buy prepared or cut yourself. (It's up to you if you want to leave the tip attached to the flat or save it for another use, such as stock.) Alternatively, you can leave the wings whole.
Other parts of the chicken. Drumsticks and thighs are options for those who can't procure wings. Just keep in mind that these cuts may take longer to cook because they are larger and consist of dark meat.
Vegetarian and vegan alternatives. For the non-meat-eaters of the world, you can experiment with cauliflower florets, tofu or plant-based nuggets instead.
This decision depends on the amount of time and effort you want to dedicate to the process and the desired level of crispiness. All of the following methods have their pros and cons.

Lemon Pepper Chicken Wings. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky)


Bake. Low in effort but requiring an investment in time, baking can give you crispy wings with the help of a little science and baking powder. The technique, which we've written about before, was popularized by J. Kenji Lopez-Alt in an article for Serious Eats. He later recommended adding cornstarch into the mix for even more crispiness, which you are certainly welcome to do, but I was pleasantly surprised by the results I achieved without it. However, if crispiness is truly what you're after, let the wings rest in the refrigerator overnight before baking for maximum crunch. Recommended recipe: Lemon Pepper Chicken Wings.

Buffalo Wings. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Deep-fry. Though perhaps considered blasphemous when it comes to wings, if you're going to deep-fry chicken, it should be breaded or battered. A coating of potato starch (or cornstarch, if that's all you have) and two trips to the hot oil are the keys to creating the crispiest wings I've ever made. Make sure to let them rest for at least five minutes between frying sessions to get rid of as much moisture as possible so you end up with crunchy, craggy skin that will hold up much better when sauced than chicken that has been fried only once. The main downside to this method is the effort required to fry all of the wings and deal with the leftover oil. Recommended recipe: Buffalo Wings.
Shallow-fry. If you don't want to deal with a vat of oil, you can shallow-fry chicken instead. The benefit here is crispiness and speed, requiring only about 10 minutes for each batch. When frying wings without breading, it's especially important that the chicken is as dry as possible to limit splattering. (Here are tips for dealing with the smell associated with frying.) Recommended recipe: Honey Barbecue Chicken Wings.

Air Fryer Old Bay Chicken Wings. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Air fry. I am an air fryer convert, having fallen in love with the countertop appliance for its combination of ease, convenience and results. There are a couple of different routes you can take to air-fry wings. One method, adapted from Tanya Harris's My Forking Life blog, calls for a pure starch (cornstarch in this instance) to help create a crisp exterior. Or similar to the recommended baking instructions, toss the wings with baking powder and seasonings before cooking. This has become my go-to method, resulting in some of the easiest and best-textured wings I've ever made. Don't just take my word for it. As one reader commented on my Old Bay wings: "I love these so much I had to start keeping my air fryer on the countertop." Recommended recipe: Air Fryer Old Bay Chicken Wings.
This is where things get interesting. Sauces can be full of spice, sticky and sweet, bright and acidic, or some combination thereof. In terms of seasonings, salt, pepper and garlic powder are my go-tos when I plan to toss the wings in sauce after cooking. But if you prefer less mess and no sauce, a homemade or store-bought spice blend can still add loads of flavor.
Here are a few sauce options to get you started.
Buffalo sauce. A classic for a reason. Sure, you could grab a bottle from the store, but it's just as simple to make at home by mixing Cajun pepper sauce and butter (which is often a component of wing sauces). Making Buffalo sauce from scratch comes with the bonus that you can adjust it to your liking by adding some honey or molasses to balance the heat, or by seasoning it with your favorite spices.

Honey Barbecue Chicken Wings. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Honey barbecue sauce. Barbecue sauces are a good option for anyone looking for a sweeter wing, and this version with honey certainly does the trick. A related alternative is D.C.'s famous mumbo sauce, which can come in a range of flavor profiles depending on the cook's preferences.
Lemon pepper sauce. This four-ingredient butter sauce would go great on any protein. Black pepper is the standard, but a blend of peppercorns (black, white, pink and/or green) adds intrigue. Regardless of what pepper you choose, grind it yourself for maximum flavor, and feel free to increase the amount called for in the recipe for extra kick.

Gochujang-Honey Wing Sauce. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky)


Gochujang-honey sauce. This Korean-style sauce stars gochujang, a fermented pepper paste that's fairly mild, savory and subtly sweet. (It's a favorite condiment of mine.) Honey and brown sugar help bring the sauce squarely into the sweet category, while soy sauce, garlic and ginger provide added complexity and dimension. Wings tossed in this sauce will leave you with sticky fingers that you'll be more than happy to lick clean.
However you choose to cook and flavor your chicken wings, just make sure to serve them hot and fresh for maximum enjoyment. A bowl of ranch or blue cheese dressing on the side for dipping is always welcome, and a plate of celery sticks or carrots makes it a meal.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Watch the Opening Ceremonies of the Winter Olympics, celebrate Bad Bunny, meet Puppy Bowl participants, or dive into the D.C. Independent Film Festival. 

(Photo by Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2026-02-05
This Sunday brings three capital-B Bowls: Super, Puppy and Benito. See below for our recommendations for where to spend your favorite one. Bad Bunny fans who want to get the halftime show started early have several dance party options Saturday night, and area bars (including Atlas Brew Works) are hosting events for the Winter Olympics from Opening Ceremonies onward. In addition to early Valentine's Day celebrations, this week has cozy crafting nights, another "Heated Rivalry" party and the kickoff of the D.C. Independent Film Festival.
Valentine's Day Fete at the Phillips Collection
Get an early start on Valentine's Day romance at the Phillips Collection's after-hours Valentine's Fete, which includes pop-up talks about "love-inspired works" in the museum's galleries, live jazz and soul from the Noah Pierre Band, and a chance to browse current exhibitions. Get hands-on by decorating heart envelopes and paper fortune cookies, or learning how to mend damaged fabric on clothing that you love. If you're in the hunt for a Valentine's Day date, there's an optional singles happy hour for attendees in their 30s and 40s for an extra $44.52, in partnership with Singles on Socials DC. 5 to 8:30 p.m. $20.
Late Night: Under the Wave at the National Building Museum
There are only a few more days to skate on the National Building Museum's indoor ice rink and see the Wave, the architectural installation created in collaboration with Catholic University students. This after-hours event features live jazz from the Earles and a program of winter-themed silent films and animation accompanied by pianist Andrew Earle Simpson. Guests can take a turn on the ice and explore museum exhibits. Tickets include one drink. 6 to 9 p.m. $15-$20.
Winter Olympics Opening Ceremonies viewing parties
The eyes of the sporting world turn to Italy and the Milan Cortina Winter Games over the next two weeks. If you'd like to watch the Olympics from somewhere other than your couch, try one of these local bars. Jackie at the Navy Yard welcomes the Games Friday with Opening Ceremonies Bingo, where you can cross off items like children's choirs or celebrity cameos off your card to win gift cards and swag. (8 to 10 p.m. Free.) Many bars are showing prime-time coverage of the opening ceremonies, but Penn Social is opening up at 1 p.m. Friday to show the festivities live on the Penn Quarter bar's giant screen. They also promise "free, fast WiFi" for those who need to "work from home," and a dedicated space upstairs for phone calls. (1 p.m. Free.) Also opening early is the Crown and Crow in Logan Circle. (1:45 p.m. Free.) Atlas Brew Works is celebrating its own podium wins throughout the Games, offering discounted flights of beers that have taken gold, silver and bronze medals at competitions including the World Beer Cup and Great American Beer Festival, while showing prime-time coverage throughout the Olympics at all three taprooms. (Friday through Feb. 22. Prices vary by location.)
Port City Brewing's 15th Anniversary
When Port City Brewing opened in Alexandria in February 2011, it became the first production brewery inside the Beltway in more than 50 years. That's hard to imagine in a world saturated with craft IPAs and stouts, but Port City -- named "Small Brewing Company of the Year" at the Great American Beer Festival four years later -- changed the D.C. area for the better. Port City's 10th anniversary celebration was muted, thanks to pandemic restrictions, but its 15th anniversary should be a lively affair. It begins in the taproom Friday with the rerelease of Essential Pale Ale, one of Port City's early beers, and two editions of the annual Colossal Anniversary Ale. Saturday's the big day, with live music from 2 to 8 p.m., new beer releases, food specials and, the brewers say, "a surprise or two." Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
'Heated Rivalry' Rave at Howard Theatre
General admission might be sold out, but balcony spots are still available for Howard Theatre's "Heated Rivalry"-themed dance party. Expect fan edits set to songs from the show, including "All the Things She Said." 9 p.m. $63.
Mr. Henry's 1960s Throwback Party
Capitol Hill institution Mr. Henry's celebrates its 60th birthday this year, and the tavern, known as the venue where local teacher Roberta Flack was discovered in 1968, is hosting monthly parties themed around each decade of its existence. The first one has a 1960s theme, with jazz-funk and R&B singer Steve Washington taking the stage. Tickets include unlimited pours of a specialty cocktail and passed hors d'oeuvres, as well as a raffle. 8 to 11 p.m. $60.
Now That's What I Call Show of Hands: Bad Bunny Edition at the Roost
There are many Bad Bunny-themed parties this weekend ahead of his Super Bowl performance, so think of this event at the Roost as the pre-pregame. Look for a menu with Puerto Rican specials, like tostones and alcapurrias, alongside a menu of Bad Bunny-themed cocktails, including several made with Puerto Rico's Don Q rum, and a DJ spinning the greatest hits. Doors at 5 p.m., music at 8 p.m. Free entry; prices vary.
Lydia on H's Fourth Anniversary
From cocktail classes to late-night dancing to its festive holiday pop-up, Lydia on H has become a mainstay on the east end of the H Street entertainment strip. Celebrate four years of Lydia with a party featuring live music by the Future Band from 8 to 11 p.m., followed by dancing to DJs Biggs, Shindig and Zombie. RSVP and you'll get access to an open bar from 10 to 11 p.m. 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free; RSVP required.
Girl Scout Cookie and Beer Pairing at Right Proper Brewing Company
The brewery's Shaw location is hosting a tasting -- pairing Girl Scout cookies with its beers -- with brewer Favio Garcia and local Scouts. Tickets include a guided tasting with a curated flight for four 4-ounce beers and two cookies, plus gratuity. Kids (and nondrinkers) can participate too, with nonalcoholic beverages. 1 p.m. $22.
Bad Bunny Look-Alike Contest at Casta's at Bodega
The night before the Super Bowl, Casta's at Bodega in Foggy Bottom wants to find the DMV's best Bad Bunny look-alike. The most convincing  impersonator receives a table and bottle service during Sunday's "Benito Bowl" viewing party. 8 p.m. Free.
Bad Bunny Night at Metrobar
The night before the Puerto Rican rapper takes one of the world's biggest stages, Metrobar hosts a dance party in his honor. Come back Sunday for the bar's Super Bowl watch party, featuring drink specials and food truck El Jefe Woodfired Pizza. 7 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Dilla Day at Everyday People
Feb. 7 is celebrated as Dilla Day, honoring the life and influence of the groundbreaking hip-hop and electronic producer J. Dilla. This year's Dilla Day party at Everyday People on U Street also pays tribute to D'Angelo, the late neo-soul legend whose birthday was Feb. 11. In between DJ sets from Rob the Gentleman and Nick Tha 1da, look for soul and hip-hop karaoke. 7 p.m. Free.
Puppy Bowl at Aslin Brewing
The Puppy Bowl will be broadcast Sunday, but Aslin is getting an early start with Puppy Bowl-inspired events at its Alexandria, D.C. and Herndon locations. Each event features different rescue organizations -- Lucky Dog, Humane Rescue Alliance and A Home of Their Own, and Homeward Trails, respectively -- that will bring adoptable dogs for you to meet and play with over beers. (All locations will show the Puppy Bowl the following day, but watching puppies on a screen is not as fun as interacting with them IRL.) Noon to 4 p.m. Free; RSVP online.
There are a few ways to think about Sunday's big game.
The Super Bowl
If you're a Seattle Seahawks fan, you'll want to be at Red Bear Brewing's taproom in NoMa. Its founders met in the Pacific Northwest, and they're celebrating with deals like $6 beers and four wings for $3 while showing the game on a large projection screen. (6:30 p.m. Free.) Multiple bars in the D.C. area claim the New England Patriots, but the fan club at Murphy's Grand Irish Pub in Old Town Alexandria has been packing the house to cheer for the Pats since the mid-1990s. (4:30 p.m. Free.)
The Benito Bowl
Bad Bunny is the halftime performer, fresh off his wins at the Grammys, and some bars are making the party all about him. The pregame party at Whitlow's on U Street starts at noon with DJ Raffi's reggaeton brunch, featuring drag performances by NuNu Paris, Evry Pleasure and Labianna. (Noon to 4 p.m. $25; $39 with margarita pitcher.) 14th Street pool hall Toro Bar is hosting a Benito Bowl viewing party, with a soundtrack courtesy of DJ Jox and DJ Teo, free pizza at halftime, and shots and rail drinks as low as $4. (5 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.) Mount Pleasant staple Haydee's offers $5 drinks during the game and concert, and hosting karaoke after. (6 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. Free.) Your first shot or beer is included in the ticket price at Public Bar Live, with its giant screens (including one measuring 240 inches), DJs spinning Bad Bunny, drink specials and free shooters after touchdowns. (5 p.m. to 2 a.m. $12.51.)
The Puppy Bowl
If your favorite part of the Super Bowl is actually the Puppy Bowl, plan to spend the afternoon at Ornery Beer Company in Manassas. Local dog rescue group Operation Paws for Homes sent multiple "players" to this year's Puppy Bowl and is hosting a viewing party featuring a meet-and-greet with some of the participants. Although they've been adopted since the Puppy Bowl was filmed, other dogs looking for forever homes will be in attendance. 2 to 4 p.m. Free.
Sunday Brunch Clothing Swap at Baruch Cafe
Need some fuel for your shopping? Local thrifters are hosting a clothing swap at the Bethesda cafe, where you can snack as you browse. Bring up to five items ("condition: you'd gift to a friend") and leave with five new-to-you finds. Leftovers will be donated to the Goodwill of Greater Washington. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Sip and Guzzle pop-up at Service Bar
New York City's Sip and Guzzle cocktail bar, led by star mixologist Shingo Gokan, boasts that it combines "the best of New York and Tokyo," as a Greenwich Village-based offshoot of Tokyo's SG Club. It's no idle talk: In 2025, Sip and Guzzle was named the best new bar in America at the Tales of the Cocktail Awards, ranked No. 5 on the North America's 50 Best Bars list, and 39 in the World's 50 Best Bars list. It can be tough to get a seat at the Cornelia Street bar, but now, mixologists from Sip and Guzzle are visiting Service Bar for a one-night-only pop-up. There's no word on the menu yet, but you're in safe hands. 7 to 11 p.m. Free.
Valen-zine: A Sapphic Zine Making Workshop at Femme Fatale
If you're still in need of a gift for your partner (or want to make something for yourself or a friend), join event organizer Alphabet Soup in a workshop where you'll learn to make your own hardcover accordion zine. Materials are provided, but you may want to bring handwritten letters and photo booth strips. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $28.
Cozy Craft Night: Valentine's Bookmarks at East City Books
Make  Valentine's-themed bookmarks while talking about your favorite love stories among East City's vast collection. The ticket price includes art supplies, wine and snacks. 5:30 p.m. $18.
Galentine's Bravo Trivia Night at Lulu's
As part of its Valen(w)ine's Week -- think themed cocktails and discounted pink wines through Feb. 15 -- Lulu's is celebrating Galentine's Day early with a trivia night covering Bravo reality shows, offering discounted sparkling wine and Aperol spritzes, and Bravoleb-inspired drinks. Reservations are suggested. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
D.C. Independent Film Festival
More than 60 films are included in this year's D.C. Independent Film Festival, which takes place at four theaters around the city, including the Avalon Theatre and Regal Gallery Place. What sets this festival apart is that every screening, whether an adaption of Eugene O'Neill's story "The First Man" or a block of horror shorts shown on Friday the 13th, features a Q&A session with directors and filmmakers. There are dedicated sessions for animated shorts and web series, as well as the expected dramas and documentaries from across the globe. Professionals will appreciate seminars covering topics like distribution, financing, and using sounds in anime. Through Feb. 16. Individual screenings $14; one and two-day passes $65-$90; all-access passes $150. Discounts available for students and people 30 and younger.
Handi-hour at the Renwick Gallery
The Renwick Gallery's "State Fairs" exhibit features examples of rosemaling, a decorative folk-art painting style that originated in Norway and is featured at Minnesota's State Fair. Try your hand at rosemaling during the Renwick's Handi-Hour, where you can craft with friends and strangers while sipping local beer and cider or touring exhibits after hours. Attendees must be 21 and older. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $25.
Growing Community: Flowers, Flowers, Flowers at Martha's Table at the Commons
Make your own Valentine's Day bouquet at a free flower arrangement workshop courtesy of the Anacostia Community Museum. The museum is closed this winter while undergoing a new exhibit installation but is popping up at the headquarters of D.C. nonprofit Martha's Table in Southeast for a weekly happy hour that includes mocktails, nutritious snacks and wellness activities, such as this crash course on flower selection and DIY arrangement techniques that will teach you to become your own florist. 5 to 6:30 p.m. Free; registration requested.
'Sex and the City' Happy Hour at Gold Clover Bar
Gold Clover's "Wire Wednesday" happy hour finally made its way through all five seasons of the beloved Baltimore-based drama. Next up: a "Sex and the City" happy hour featuring the original HBO series. Two episodes are shown back-to-back, beginning at 6 p.m., although happy hour, featuring $10 cosmos, martinis and "Mr. Big" beer-and-a-shot combos, starts at 5. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Japan Uncorked wine pairing at Any Day Now
You might have tried Japanese sake or whisky, but have you explored Japanese wine? A guided wine dinner at Any Day Now includes four wines from different regions of Japan, paired with dishes from chef Tim Ma's sister restaurant Sushi Sato. 6:30 p.m. $100.
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Movies
A famous director, a talented cast and a 'Dracula' that is endlessly bad
Luc Besson is the latest filmmaker to take on a horror classic and lose his way in the dark.

Caleb Landry Jones in "Dracula." (Vertical Entertainment)


By Travis Andrews | 2026-02-05
There is an infection running throughout Hollywood. Or is it a curse?
The dead have awakened.
The symptoms are eerily similar: the old made new again, over and over, without reason or cause, most becoming monstrous imitations of their original bodies, unholy resurrection after unholy resurrection.
We could assemble thought leaders of science and religion, of the arcane and the occult, to investigate. Or, more likely, we could just ask a finance guy.
I'm speaking, of course, of the sudden obsession with our Gothic horror classics that now seem to be annual tentpoles at the megaplex.
I'm not quite sure when it began, this wave of zombies, vampires, Frankenstein's monsters and one magical wooden boy. We're overrun! There's Robert Eggers's faithful remake of "Nosferatu" (2024); Robert Zemeckis's "Pinocchio" (2022); Guillermo Del Toro's "Pinocchio" (also 2022); "Frankenstein" (2025); Maggie Gyllenhaal's "The Bride!," an upcoming reimagining of "The Bride of Frankenstein"; Andre Ovredal's "The Last Voyage of the Demeter" (2023) and Chris McKay's "Renfield" (2023).
Perhaps the most interesting part is that most of them are being made by titanic Hollywood figures, the ones who could arguably do anything but choose to root around in yesteryear's graveyards. The stories do, I suppose, have good bones.
"Dracula," which is also known as "Dracula: A Love Tale" and hits theaters Friday, is the latest. It comes to us from the French filmmaker Luc Besson, known to film nerds for Natalie Portman's debut film "Leon: The Professional" (1994) and to most of the rest of us for the sci-fi "The Fifth Element" (1997).
Well, bring your garlic and your crosses, maybe even a wooden stake. This one should have stayed (un)dead.
"Dracula" is one of the most confounding, and worst, movies I've seen in a long time. I'm so flummoxed, I'm not really sure where to begin, which is probably why I've been prattling on about the state of Hollywood remakes.
The movie begins with the transformation of Prince Vladimir of Wallachia into Count Dracula (Caleb Landry Jones) after he renounces God (and kills who I believe is a bishop) following the death of his beloved wife. It then jumps ahead 400 years, to when a priest simply billed as Priest (Christoph Waltz) is called to Paris, where a couple of other priests have trapped a vampire. Meanwhile, Dracula learns his wife has been reincarnated and heads to France to find her -- bloodshed in his wake.
The filmmaking itself is fine, at times even inspired. The script is, well, awful. Here are a smattering of quotes from it, all delivered with a heavy handiness that betrays the cheese the movie seems to intend: "That's enough my Lord. War calls!" "God is deaf." And this couplet: "I do not believe in God." "Let's hope God believes in you."
The movie never settles on a tone. It wants to be campy but also scary. It wants to be ornate but tosses in terribly rendered CGI gargoyles. Its pacing is glacial, but every once in a while we have a goofy flashback to when Dracula made a perfume to entice his reincarnated wife but used too much and ended up entrancing scores of women simultaneously. It's hyperviolent in spurts and humdrum in others.
It isn't violent enough, or funny enough, or sexy enough, or arty enough or pop enough. One problem with trying to be everything is you can end up being nothing.

Christoph Waltz, center, plays a priest who has trapped a vampire in "Dracula." (Vertical Entertainment)


How did this come from Besson, the kind of filmmaker whose work you obsess over when you realize you want to make movies a major part of your life? It feels like he completely lost his grip.
In a telling scene -- iconic in the book -- a young Parisian solicitor travels to Dracula's castle to negotiate a real estate deal, having no idea who (or what) the count is. A tense and eerie dinner follows. This same scene was also recently re-created in Eggers's "Nosferatu," where the director was so focused on realism, he had a costume designer make about 20 versions of iron-shod leather slippers to find the right ones, even though they appear on-screen for mere seconds. His version of the scene is dark, moody, evocative and, frankly, terrifying.
Besson's take, in contrast, looks like a cheap costume drama. It feels flat and tired. When Dracula plucks up a mouse and squeezes it like a tangerine, extracting its blood into a wine glass, I couldn't tell if I was supposed to laugh, or grimace or dry-heave.
Most damning is that I did none of those things.
R. At area theaters. Contains violence, some gore and sexuality. 129 minutes.
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Movies
'Holding Liat' embraces hard questions but leaves too much unsaid
At its best, the documentary offers a revealing perspective on the ongoing war in Gaza.

In this still from "Holding Liat," Israeli American hostage Liat Beinin Atzili embraces her parents, Yehuda and Chaya Beinin, upon her release. (Meridian Hill Pictures)


By Sonia Rao | 2026-02-05
Three weeks after Hamas kidnapped 49-year-old Liat Beinin Atzili and her husband, Aviv, during an attack on their kibbutz on Oct. 7, 2023, Liat's American-born father, Yehuda Beinin, traveled from Israel to Washington to urge politicians to help advocate for the hostages' release. Accompanying Yehuda were Liat's younger sister, Tal Beinin, and the Atzilis' son Netta, both of whom also appear in the new documentary "Holding Liat." While Yehuda believes the wisest path forward would be for Israelis to seek peace and reconciliation with Palestinians, Netta struggles to see past the militants' assault on his home.
"They need to die," Netta says to his family in the film. "I know there are probably lots of people who are innocent in the Gaza Strip. We can't just raze the place. But what happened there made it a lot more difficult to know who, exactly, is innocent."
Yehuda raises his eyebrows at his grandson's statement in a mix of shock, disappointment and pained understanding. He knows how horrible this experience has been for Netta and his two siblings, but he recognizes that such rage-fueled remarks can be terribly shortsighted. Directed by Brandon Kramer ("The First Step"), a D.C.-based relative of the Beinin family, "Holding Liat" follows Yehuda's journey as a way into exploring the fraught emotions and generational divides that exist among the Beinin and Atzili families. The resulting film offers a unique and revealing -- but fundamentally incomplete -- perspective on the ongoing war in Gaza.
Kramer and his brother Lance, a producer on the film, flew to Israel soon after learning Liat and Aviv were taken. They began filming at the Beinins' home in Kibbutz Shomrat as Yehuda prepared to travel to the United States, where he and his wife, Chaya, lived before emigrating to Israel in the 1970s. (The family maintains ties to each country; Liat and Tal are dual citizens, and Tal lives in Portland, Oregon.) The camera hugs Yehuda and Chaya's faces as they weigh the efficacy of pleading with American politicians for help. As Yehuda drives to the airport, Kramer zooms in on his Bernie Sanders bumper sticker.
The D.C. scenes are valuable for how they capture the complicated layers to Yehuda's internal state. He criticizes Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu early on in the film as apathetic toward the hostage crisis, claiming that the Israeli leader's true "agenda is preserving the government, annexing the West Bank, making his coalition partners happy," but faces resistance from other Israelis -- including his own daughter, Tal -- who would rather focus on their family members' safe return. They tell him that U.S. congressmen won't help them if they turn this into a political issue, to which Yehuda argues, "The United States has never had a problem with overthrowing other governments when they stand in the way of American interests."

Yehuda Beinin appears in "Holding Liat." (Meridian Hill Pictures)


Yehuda winces in discomfort as he listens to a speaker at the March for Israel in D.C. call for the "total destruction" of Gaza, recognizing that his best chance at getting Liat and Aviv back home might require aligning himself with people with whom he doesn't fully agree. When he encounters Palestinian advocate Ahmed Mansour in the halls of Congress, Yehuda says their politics are more alike than Mansour may realize. But he whispers as they speak, not wanting to upset the group sponsoring his D.C. visit.
Liat is released in good health after 54 days in captivity. Aviv does not return, and the family learns that he was killed on Oct. 7. "Holding Liat" is a tough watch, full of grief and existential pain, that also prompts difficult questions: How far would you stray from your beliefs to save a loved one? Is it truly possible to achieve a two-state solution, as Yehuda desires? How do you reconcile a horrific communal loss with the retaliatory destruction of another people?
Kramer does not push the Beinin or Atzili families to contemplate this last moral quandary, in likelihood due to the urgent and sensitive nature of their situation. But it is his responsibility as a filmmaker to find some other way to sufficiently deal with it -- and he falls short of doing so. While Yehuda mentions the hundreds of Palestinians held in Israeli prisons, "Holding Liat" fails to address the tens of thousands of Palestinians killed in the war. The closest the film gets to confronting the disproportionate loss is when Yehuda speaks on the phone with his brother Joel, a Portland resident who left Israel decades ago because he could not continue to accept that his kibbutz was "built on the destruction of three Palestinian villages."
"Don't you think that every day Israel is creating members of a new Hamas by what it's doing in the Gaza Strip?" Joel asks. Yehuda responds that it's a legitimate question. But the tense conversation doesn't go much further, at least on-screen.
Unrated. At AFI Silver Theatre. Contains mature themes and strong language. In English and Hebrew, with English subtitles. 97 minutes.
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Art
An award-winning portrait asks Americans, 'Who is human?'
The winner of the National Portrait Gallery's prestigious portraiture competition paints a disturbing picture of America.

Kameron Neal's 2023 video installation "Down the Barrel (of a Lens)" won the 2025 Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition. (Kameron Neal/Courtesy of the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)


By Philip Kennicott | 2026-02-05
The most striking moments in Kameron Neal's 2023 video installation "Down the Barrel (of a Lens)" are freeze-frame shots of people on the street, protesting war, racial inequality and abuses of state power. Culled from thousands of New York City police surveillance films made in the 1960s and '70s, Neal's portrait of America occasionally stops time, arresting the historic 16mm footage to pick out a face and humanize a lone, anonymous actor in this country's ongoing struggle for equality, fairness and decency.
The video, seen on two screens facing each other in a darkened room, won the 2025 Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition, a triennial contest administered by the Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery. Along with other winners and finalists from the Outwin competition, which began in 2006 after a gift from Virginia Outwin Boochever, Neal's work is on view at the Portrait Gallery through the end of August. But if you want to see it, go now. The Trump administration has been threatening the Smithsonian's independence, and it isn't inconceivable that it might try to pressure the museum into removing it. This powerful work of art doesn't just recall history, it indicts our present moment of state power once again acting with impunity.
Neal's prizewinning work isn't a portrait in the limited sense that many people may use the word. It isn't focused on a single person, and it isn't a traditional representation, such as a painting, photograph or sculpture. But his use of freeze-frame makes strangers from a half-century ago suddenly feel familiar and deeply human, isolating and humanizing them for a few fleeting seconds like traditional portraiture, which gives this work an uncanny and disturbing relevance to our current, spiraling moment of protest and repression. It is a collective portrait, punctuated by moments that single out individuals, much as events in Minneapolis have made individual victims of federal officers and agents suddenly and tragically famous.

Neal's use of freeze-frames in "Down the Barrel (of a Lens)" makes strangers from a half-century ago suddenly feel familiar and deeply human. (Kameron Neal/Courtesy of the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)


The faces that emerge challenge the viewer like one of the most famous freeze-frames in cinema, the last few seconds of Francois Truffaut's 1959 film "The 400 Blows." Truffaut uses the device to implicate his audience in the suffering and vulnerability of the film's central character, Antoine Doinel, a troubled 14-year-old boy who is spiraling into a life of petty crime and delinquency. For a brief, harrowing moment, Doinel stares directly at the viewer with the imploring gaze of a needy child. Have we seen enough of this boy's life to have empathy for him?
This heartrending moment helps clarify the power of photography, and the particular power of the photographic portrait. Cinema has the dynamism and messiness of life, while photographs, especially photographs of the face, can distill, clarify and pose fundamental questions. Among them is a question millions of American are asking after seeing images of citizens killed by federal agents in Minneapolis: Who is human?
That question pops up throughout the almost half-hour length of "Down the Barrel (of a Lens)," the title of which plays on the analogy between guns and cameras as tools and weapons, which can be used both to enforce and resist raw power. Neal, who is based in Brooklyn, made his portrait based on material he discovered as an artist in residence in New York City's Department of Records from 2021 to 2022.

Neal's work is on view at the Portrait Gallery through the end of August, though the Trump administration has been threatening the Smithsonian's independence, which could lead the museum to removing it. (Kameron Neal/Courtesy of the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery)


"When I think about what is protest designed to do, in many ways, its function is to stop and slow down time," says Neal, in an interview with The Post. Protesters go into the street to call a timeout from some intolerable state of affairs. "The freeze-frame is a good device for that."
From the 1960s to the 1980s, police made thousands of films of people at marches, protests and public gatherings, until the blanket surveillance technique was ruled unconstitutional. The archive, now digitized, includes people milling about, giving the finger, holding signs and often directly engaging the police who are filming them.
The 1960s and 1970s were a period of increasing public anger directed at police in New York. A commission set up to investigate corruption in the department found it so rampant that it divided the bad cops into "grass eaters" and "meat eaters," the former engaged in widespread, everyday demands for bribes and small payoffs, the latter focused on more aggressive, organized and lucrative shakedowns, graft and peculation. The Knapp Commission, which inspired films like Sidney Lumet's 1973 crime drama "Serpico," starring Al Pacino, found not just corruption, but a culture of corruption, in which officers felt peer pressure to be on the take as a condition of social inclusion within the force.
So, Neal's portrait isn't just a portrait of protesters, or a prescient reminder that if no one is watching the watchmen, the watchmen will go rogue. It is a portrait of entrenched distrust between the people and their supposed protectors, a distrust that persists unabated in communities of color, which suffer disproportionately from a culture of violence still deeply rooted in too many police forces around the country.
Neal's work also shows the police occasionally filming themselves, capturing casual, sometimes loutish behavior. Cultures of corruption create cultures of impunity, which have a habit of leaving detailed records of their crimes. When people feel beyond accountability, they are free to behave in ways that undermine their own humanity. They smirk, scoff, curse and mock, degrading themselves beneath the baseline of common human decency. We see it in Neal's portrait and with shocking frequency in videos of ICE and other federal officers acting like thugs, now a staple of social media.
A half-century later, the cameras are again collecting evidence of Americans appalled by the abuses of those who supposedly serve them. But there is a striking difference between the films Neal culled for his black-and-white picture of America and the cellphone images emerging today. In video circulating now, the protesters have faces, while the federal agents wear masks.
Trump administration officials, including ICE's acting director Todd M. Lyons, have defended face covering as a defense against doxing and harassment. But being faceless isn't just about anonymity. It stokes fundamental and primal fears about what it means to be human.
It's curious that when the Knapp Commission wanted to classify corruption, it turned to zoological analogies: grass eaters and meat eaters. The reference to animals was probably unintentional. But faces humanize, which is why we are so reflexively drawn to portraiture. And right now, faces and portraiture have extraordinary power. Renee Good and Alex Pretti -- American citizens shot at point-blank range by federal agents -- are no longer just two faces among some 340 million other Americans. They are forcing us to think about our collective portrait.
Portraits help us classify living beings. They can discover the humanity in animals, and the animality in humans. As Americans use their cellphones to make a new, collective self-portrait, the question is: Who will show their face and rise above the bestial?
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Theater
Is singing along at Broadway musicals getting out of hand?
A recent viral "Mamma Mia!" incident has sparked a renewed debate over how much vocal enthusiasm is too much.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Naveen Kumar | 2026-02-05
The same day that the "Beetlejuice" musical concluded its limited return to Broadway with a curtain-call sing-along, security guards over at "Mamma Mia!" ejected a group of women who had reportedly treated the first act like a karaoke bar. Video of a man confronting them during intermission went viral, igniting the latest round of heated debate over audience behavior.
People and TMZ ran stories about the Jan. 3 incident casting the man as belligerent, alongside stock images of angry dudes yelling. But thousands of Redditors swiftly rallied behind him, while TikToks in his defense racked up millions of supporters, earning him the affectionate nickname "uncle daddy" (more on that in a moment).
One barely audible plea seemed to seal the women's fate as the villains of this story: "We were just singing a song," one of them demurs once security arrives.
Theatergoers flooded online comments with stories about people singing aloud at musicals, which has grown more pervasive in recent years. Some would argue it's a continuation of the unruly misconduct that made industry headlines as theater returned from pandemic shutdowns.
But it's also true that many of today's top-selling musicals feature lyrics that millions of people know by heart: Before both "Wicked" movies, there was "Hamilton" on Disney+ and "The Lion King" on VHS. And you don't have to be a show geek to recall the words to "Super Trouper" or "Billie Jean" -- which is the whole point of jukebox musicals like "Mamma Mia!" and "MJ."
Encouraging audience enthusiasm while upholding basic theater etiquette has become a tricky balance, but attracting fans itching to sing along is also a badge of popularity. While ushers and front-of-house staff quietly handle disturbances on a nightly basis, some musicals invite singing along during the final bows or at designated performances. The question of if and when it's okay to pipe up seems to be one of time and place, not to mention the intention behind it -- and whether it rises to the level of loud and obnoxious.
"I wouldn't mind [other people singing along] if they're not too rambunctious, because they're enjoying themselves and it's a whole experience," said Eileen Dutch, 55, from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, heading into a recent performance of "Wicked."
Another patron disagreed, but with a caveat. "I'd be a little annoyed, because we paid a lot of money to come see the people onstage," said Mercedes Cortez, 36, of New York City, echoing a common refrain. "But I get being overcome," she added. "So if it wasn't too crazy, I wouldn't be too upset about it."
Where people draw the line on what's "too crazy" may be the animating question of our time, and it very much applies in this case.

Matte Martinez as Michael Jackson in "MJ." (Matthew Murphy)


"People hear the beginning of 'Dancing Queen', and their knee-jerk response is, 'I'm in the car and I'm listening to 'Dancing Queen' so I'm going to sing along," says Larry Smiglewski, the "Mamma Mia!" production stage manager, who also worked on the Tina Turner and Temptations musicals. "There is a very specific and beautiful relationship that's created between the performers and the audience -- singing along is really starting to detract from that."
There was more to the "Mamma Mia!" fracas than met the eye: According to Smiglewski, witnesses confirmed to security that the women had been disruptive during the show and used profanity when the man initially asked them to quiet down. The man later posted a video confessional to Instagram and TikTok under the newly minted username "officialuncledaddy," and said that what had really set him off was one of the women, for whatever reason, "hovering her hands over both of my niece's heads." (He did not respond to multiple requests for comment.) The women were ultimately asked to leave.
"He's sort of like a folk hero," because he said what others would want to say in a similar situation, notes Derek Kahle, a Manhattan software engineer, who posted the video online. Of audiences singing along, he adds, "You're not only disrupting people around you, you're disrupting the performers." Indeed, Carly Sakolove, one of the leads in the show, commented on the video that she could hear the women from onstage: "Unreal!"
Beth Leavel, who played a stint as Donna in "Mamma Mia!" on Broadway starting in 2009, recalled there was "permission kind of given" for its Abba-loving crowds to vocalize, within reason. "People feel like they can sing along with it because ... these songs are the stories of our lives," Leavel says, noting that participation would not be as welcome during other types of shows. "I don't want you to sing 'Here's to the ladies who lunch' with me," she adds of the number from Stephen Sondheim's "Company." "Let me do that, you just listen."
And yet, the energy that audiences bring to a performance is also key, especially for a musical comedy. "Our show desperately needs vocal contribution from the audience," says Natasha Hodgson, a co-creator and performer in "Operation Mincemeat," of playing for laughs.
The London import has a dedicated following (known as Mincefluencers), who serenaded the cast outside the first Broadway preview. "But crucially, they don't do it during the show and we are grateful for that."
It's a mark of dedication for fans to memorize the zany World War II musical's complex lyrics, which Hodgson says she can sometimes see people mouthing along. "It's both very dear but also can be distracting for someone who is trying to remember the line yourself," Hodgson says. Feeding off the crowd's response while staying focused is a kind of a dance, Hodgson adds: "As an actor onstage, you're aware of what's going on with the audience. So how much do you ignore and how much do you embrace?"
Over at "MJ," where the score features some of the most recognizable pop hits of all time, audiences are "energetic and excitable" says Matte Martinez, who stepped into the title role this past September. The show follows Michael Jackson's planning of the Dangerous World Tour, and the production often has a concert-like feel, so Martinez appreciates the impulse some have to join in.
"If you're a Michael Jackson fan, it's a little bit torture because you're watching this show, but you can't sing as loudly as you want to," Martinez says.
"It's not entirely distracting, it just means that they're having a good time," he adds of sometimes hearing people singing along in the first few rows. "It's definitely encouraged to sit and listen. But if you find yourself singing along to 'Beat It,' you know, hey, it's 'Beat It.'"
Other musicals built on pop earworms have turned to hosting sing-along performances, including "& Juliet," which features songs by Swedish hitmaker Max Martin such as "... Baby One More Time" and "Since U Been Gone."

AJ McLean of the Backstreet Boys, center right, hosts a sing-along performance with the company of "& Juliet." (Rebecca J. Michelson)


"If we actually create a sing-along performance, we'll be giving [fans] something they want, and we'll hopefully curtail the idea of singing along when it's not supposed to be happening," says Eva Price, one of the show's Broadway producers. The special performances, which were first piloted on the West End, have been held roughly twice a year, around the show's opening anniversary in November, and in May -- a nod to NSYNC's pronunciation of the final syllable in "It's Gonna Be Me," a pivotal joke in the show.
Audiences for these events have been aptly self-selecting, Price adds, and ticket buyers are shown multiple notifications about the sing-along with options to exchange for another time. ("Moulin Rouge" and "Six" have also held sing-alongs on Broadway, though neither seem to have future events planned -- and both declined to comment on how they went.)
"The Rocky Horror Show," opening at Broadway's Studio 54 in April, may experiment with late-night performances, but representatives for the show said it was too early for the creative team to say how they plan to handle the cult classic's culture of participation.
"It is really beautiful, if you're expecting it," says Justin Collette, who played the title role in "Beetlejuice" and led the closing-night sing-along to the group number "That Beautiful Sound" during curtain call. "It turns [the theater] into a church."
But how much freedom do people have to worship in their own way? "Vibe and intention is everything," Collette says. "You can tell when there's a group of 10-year-olds in the audience who have been singing this song in their parents' cars for years and they're joyously getting involved," Collette adds. "Then there are people that want the attention."
Other public contexts for group singing suggest its appeal may include a mix of delightful expression and relishing the spotlight. "There is this unbridled joy that occurs when people sing together. It's a primal thing," says Franca Vercelloni, a pianist of 20 years at the famed West Village show tunes bar Marie's Crisis. "For a lot of people, it reminds them of being in choir or in shows when they were in school," a feeling she notes is harder to find in adulthood.
Still, she says, "Marie's is the place for them to express their feelings about the music and have that fulfillment, not the theater."
Or, as Hodgson puts it, "In the Olympics, no one's getting up and running with Usain Bolt."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2026/02/01/singing-along-broadway-musicals/
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Archives Museum is hosting the exhibition "Road to Revolution" through April 30. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2026-02-04
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: The National Geographic Museum and the Smithsonian's Arts and Industries Building are temporarily closed for renovations.
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through March. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*FOLGER SHAKESPEARE LIBRARY "Contemporary Art at the Folger,"  through April. Small solo exhibitions feature the work of four recent artist fellows at the Folger Institute.
"Imagining Shakespeare: Mythmaking and Storytelling in the Regency Era," through Aug. 2. Seen on view together for the first time since London's Boydell Shakespeare Gallery closed in 1805, 14 paintings depict pivotal scenes from William Shakespeare's plays while also speaking to how the playwright was refashioned into a cultural icon. 201 East Capitol St. SE. folger.edu
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
*HIRSHHORN MUSEUM AND SCULPTURE GARDEN "Basquiat x Banksy," through Sept. 7. The exhibition highlighting two paintings, one by Jean-Michel Basquiat and one by Banksy, marks the first time either artist's work has been presented at the museum.
"Revolutions: Art From the Hirshhorn Collection, 1860-1960," through Nov. 29. This collection presents 208 artworks made during a period defined by evolutions in science, philosophy and mechanization.
"Adam Pendleton: Love, Queen," through Jan. 3. A collection of the American conceptual artist's work features his paintings and a new video installation.
"Big Things for Big Rooms," through July 4, 2027. This two-part exhibition explores the development of immersive, large-scale artworks since the late 1960s. Seventh Street and Independence Avenue SW. hirshhorn.si.edu
*LIBRARY OF CONGRESS "Collecting Memories: Treasures From the Library of Congress," through Feb. 28. The David M. Rubenstein Treasures Gallery's first exhibition examines the ways in which cultures preserve memory.
"The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution," through July 4. Papers from the Library of Congress and the Royal Archives explore the lives of George Washington and King George III in their own words. Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. SE. loc.gov
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The Chronicles of Narnia author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"Dead Sea Scrolls," through Sept. 7. An exhibition featuring biblical texts and scrolls from the community at Qumran in the West Bank, plus artifacts that exemplify life and Judaism during the Second Temple period. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
*NATIONAL AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM Five new galleries are ongoing amid the museum's renovations: "Aerospace and Our Changing Environment," "Futures in Space," "Boeing Milestones of Flight," "Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight" and "World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation." Sixth Street and Independence Avenue SW. airandspace.si.edu
*NATIONAL ARCHIVES MUSEUM "Road to Revolution," through April 30. This rotating exhibition series highlights records related to the American Revolution, the Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence.
"The American Story," ongoing. A redesign of the museum's permanent exhibits highlights an 1823 stone engraving of the Declaration of Independence, George Washington's annotated copy of the Constitution and more. 701 Constitution Ave. NW. museum.archives.gov
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
*NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART "The Stars We Do Not See: Australian Indigenous Art," through March 1. Nearly 200 works form the largest exhibition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art ever shown outside Australia.
"Back and Forth: Rozeal., Titian, Cezanne," through April 26. The striking similarities between Titian's 16th-century works and paintings by Rozeal. and Paul Cezanne are highlighted.
"In the Tower: Chakaia Booker," through Aug. 2. This exhibition features three wall relief sculptures from Booker, who is renowned for turning discarded tires into abstract art. Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nga.gov
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE "Reclaiming My Time," through March 8. An exhibition highlighting work by contemporary Black designers about issues of cultural heritage, bodies at rest, labor and leisure.
"At the Vanguard: Making and Saving History at HBCUs," through July 19. More than 100 objects from five historically Black colleges and universities encapsulate those institutions' academics, arts and campus activities.
"Reckoning: Protest. Defiance. Resilience.," ongoing. The exhibition focuses on the Black Lives Matter movement and art that depicts resistance and protest. 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. nmaahc.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN ART "Here: Pride and Belonging in African Art," through Aug. 23. Featuring nearly 60 artworks, this exhibition highlights the contributions of LGBTQ+ artists from Africa and its diaspora.
"Benin Bronzes: Ambassadors of the Oba," ongoing. Nine bronze artifacts taken by the British during the Benin Punitive Expedition of 1897 are on display as part of a long-term loan from the National Commission for Museum and Monuments in Nigeria.
"Sanctuary: Mekdes," ongoing. Through seven sculptures, Ethiopian American artist Tsedaye Makonnen confronts the dehumanization of Black women, femme people and their communities.
"Visionary: Viewpoints on Africa's Arts," ongoing. An installation organized around seven viewpoints designed to shape the manner in which African art is experienced.
"Currents: Water in African Art," ongoing. Artworks from the museum's permanent collection underscore water's role as a potent cultural force. 950 Independence Ave. SW. africa.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY "Corazon y Vida: Lowrider Culture," ongoing. This exhibition about lowriders -- custom cars with elaborate paint jobs and hydraulics for bouncing -- includes photography, tools of the trade and two classic Chevy Impalas. Constitution Avenue NW, between 12th and 14th streets. americanhistory.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN "Making a Statement," through March. An installation of two gowns worn by Oscar-nominated actor Lily Gladstone.
"Water's Edge: The Art of Truman Lowe," through Jan. 1. This retrospective of the Ho-Chunk artist features minimalist sculptures made of willow branches, feathers and other organic materials.
"InSight: Photos and Stories From the Archives," ongoing. These photos, selected from more than half a million stewarded by the museum, offer intimate insight into Indigenous lives. Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW. americanindian.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ASIAN ART "Cut + Paste: Experimental Japanese Prints and Photographs," through Feb. 22. An exhibition highlighting 17 boundary-pushing artists working in printmaking and photography.
"Reasons to Gather: Japanese Tea Practice Unwrapped," through April 26. A display of 11 historic tea utensils and accessories.
"Shifting Boundaries: Perspectives on American Landscapes," through July 26. A variety of experts were recruited to develop themes, curate artworks and write labels for this exhibition that casts paintings of New England landscapes in a new light.
"Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room," through Jan. 31, 2027. This exhibition, situated next to artist James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room, uses paintings and other art to explore the room's history. 1050 Independence Ave. SW. asia.si.edu
*NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY "Dazzling Diversity," through May 11. Early natural history books from the Smithsonian Libraries and Archives put scientific knowledge of the insect world on display.
"Cellphone: Unseen Connections," through June 2028. This exhibition, about the way phones connect us to the natural world, features multimedia installations, a sprawling graphic novel and more than 750 objects. 10th Street and Constitution Avenue NW. naturalhistory.si.edu
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY "From Shadow to Substance: Grand-Scale Portraits During Photography's Formative Years," through June 14. An exhibition tracking the growth of the grand-scale, whole-plate photography format.
"The Outwin 2025: American Portraiture Today," through Aug. 30. This selection highlights 30-plus portraits from more than 3,300 entries to the triennial Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition.
"American Winners: Athletes and Entertainers Who Shaped the Nation," through Sept. 7. More than 50 works from the gallery's collection highlight Americans at the pinnacle of athletic performance and creative expression.
"Portrait of a Nation: 2025 Honorees," through Nov. 15. Steven Spielberg, Temple Grandin and Jamie Dimon are among those depicted in this annual exhibition spotlighting those who have made extraordinary contributions to American culture.
"Meserve Collection Highlights: Modern Prints From Mathew Brady's Portrait Negatives," through May 14, 2028. Nine prints from 19th-century negatives feature the likes of Abraham Lincoln, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ulysses S. Grant and more. Eighth and F streets NW. npg.si.edu
PHILLIPS COLLECTION "Out of Many: Reframing an American Art Collection," through Feb. 15. Artworks from the early 20th century to the present capture the people, cultures, landscapes and history of the United States.
"Peter Campus: There Somewhere," through May 3. An exhibition featuring a classic Campus video work from the late 1970s alongside four new landscape videos, titled "The Phillips Quartets." 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org
*RENWICK GALLERY "State Fairs: Growing American Craft," through Sept. 7. More than 240 artworks, dating from the mid-19th century to the present, tell the personal stories of craft found on U.S. fairgrounds.
"Justin Favela: Capilla de Maiz (Maize Chapel)," ongoing. A site-specific installation lines the Rubenstein Grand Salon with gold fringe and pinata corncobs to highlight corn's role in North American visual culture. Pennsylvania Avenue and 17th Street NW. americanart.si.edu
*RUBELL MUSEUM "Basil Kincaid: Spirit in the Gift," through fall. A presentation of four large-scale quilted artworks created during Kincaid's 2023 residency at the Rubell Museum in Miami.
"Material Witness," through fall. Spanning 23 galleries across the museum's three floors, this exhibition highlights how 30 contemporary artists use nontraditional materials and processes. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
*SMITHSONIAN AMERICAN ART MUSEUM "Grandma Moses: A Good Day's Work," through July 12. Many of Anna Mary Robertson Moses's most celebrated works are featured in this exhibition highlighting the 20th-century folk artist, who didn't begin painting in earnest until her late 70s.
"Shahzia Sikander: The Last Post," through July 12. A 10-minute video artwork examines the East India Company's imperialist presence in South Asia and China from the 1600s to the 1800s.
"Artist to Artist," through Aug. 2. This rotating exhibition highlights eight artist pairings, each of which features two figures whose trajectories intersected at a key moment.
"Isaac Julien: Lessons of the Hour -- Frederick Douglass," through Aug. 9. A joint purchase by the Portrait Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, this five-screen video installation uses period reenactments to create a portrait of the activist, writer, orator and philosopher Frederick Douglass. G and Eighth streets NW. americanart.si.edu




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/museum-art-exhibit-listings-dc/
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In a subsequent court hearing, Judge
Marybeth Ayres spoke about “the worst
witness retaliation letter | have ever read.”
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