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        Gail Slater -- an antitrust attorney who vowed to resist political interference at her confirmation hearing -- announced her departure on social media.
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Justice
White House fires U.S. attorney in N.Y. hours after judges appointed him
Donald T. Kinsella was chosen by judges to lead the federal prosecutors' office in Albany, then fired hours later via an email from the White House.

Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche takes a question during a Jan. 30 news conference in Washington. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-02-12
Federal judges in Albany, New York, appointed a new U.S. attorney on Wednesday, exercising a rarely invoked legal authority to appoint top prosecutors in regions without a Senate-confirmed nominee.
Their choice lasted less than five hours on the job.
Donald T. Kinsella, a 79-year-old former prosecutor and registered Republican, was summarily fired via an email from the White House later that evening, Justice Department officials said.
The move underscored a growing point of tension between the Trump administration and courts in parts of the country where the president's controversial picks for U.S. attorney have been unable to win Senate support.
Kinsella's swift termination also sent a signal to judges in several other federal court districts, including the Eastern District of Virginia, who have recently announced plans to make similar replacements of Trump-installed prosecutors whose appointments have been deemed invalid by the courts.
"Judges don't pick U.S. Attorneys, @POTUS does," Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche, said in a social media post late Wednesday. "See Article II of our Constitution. You are fired, Donald Kinsella."
Kinsella did not immediately respond to requests for comment Thursday  morning. And it was not immediately clear whether federal judges in Albany had any recourse to counter the White House's decision.
When administration officials similarly fired a new U.S. attorney whom federal judges in New Jersey appointed in July to replace Alina Habba, President Donald Trump's former personal lawyer and pick for the position there, there was little formal response from the courts.
Typically, U.S. attorneys, who wield broad prosecutorial discretion to pursue civil and criminal matters in their districts, are nominated by the president and confirmed or rejected in a Senate vote. But federal law empowers judges to name acting U.S. attorneys when there is no lawfully serving appointee or Senate-confirmed presidential pick serving in the role.
Before his appointment Wednesday, Kinsella had most recently worked as a senior counsel to Albany-based law firm Whiteman Osterman & Hanna. He had served a previous stint in the U.S. attorney's office in Albany from 1989 to 2002.
The judges named him to lead the office as a replacement for John A. Sarcone III -- a Trump loyalist whom the Justice Department appointed to serve in the position on an interim basis in March.
Before his appointment, Sarcone had never worked as a prosecutor and most recently had served as a regional administrator for the General Services Administration.
His tenure as interim U.S. attorney has been marked by controversies, including an incident in June in which he announced a knife-wielding undocumented immigrant from El Salvador had tried to kill him outside an Albany hotel.
Surveillance footage later showed the man did not come close to Sarcone with his weapon, and charges brought by a local prosecutor were downgraded from attempted murder to a misdemeanor.
Sarcone had also launched an investigation over the summer into New York Attorney General Letitia James (D), probing whether her office had violated Trump's civil rights when it secured a multimillion-dollar fraud judgment against him and his real estate empire in 2024.
As part of a legal challenge from James, a federal judge ruled in January that Sarcone had been serving unlawfully in his position for months well beyond the 120-day limit federal law places on interim U.S. attorney picks.
But like other interim U.S. attorney picks by Trump who have faced similar disqualification rulings in Los Angeles, Nevada, New Mexico and Alexandria, Virginia, Sarcone refused to immediately vacate the job. He continues leading the office.
Until recently, judges in districts like Sarcone's have been reticent to exercise their authority to appoint prosecutors counter to the Trump administration's wishes.
Last month, though, the chief federal judge in the Eastern District of Virginia announced the courts there would be accepting applications for a U.S. attorney to replace Lindsey Halligan, another former Trump lawyer named interim U.S. attorney only to be later disqualified by the courts. She left her post in January.
The judges in Virginia have not yet named a replacement.
Federal judges in Seattle have similarly been soliciting applications to potentially appoint a new acting U.S. attorney there, after the term of the Trump administration's interim pick expired this month.
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Justice
Justice Dept's head of antitrust resigns amid tensions on enforcement
Gail Slater -- an antitrust attorney who vowed to resist political interference at her confirmation hearing -- announced her departure on social media.

Gail Slater, the Justice Department's top antitrust attorney, resigned Thursday. (Francis Chung/Politico/AP)


By Perry Stein | 2026-02-12
The Justice Department's top antitrust attorney resigned Thursday amid conflict with department leaders over how aggressively to enforce the nation's corporate competition laws, according to people familiar with the office who   spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss deliberations that have not been made public.
Gail Slater -- an  antitrust attorney who vowed to resist political interference at her confirmation hearing -- announced her departure on social media. She was a rare political appointee within the Trump administration with bipartisan support and is considered a thought leader for the bipartisan coalition of lawyers and activists that has arisen in recent years to challenge what they call an overly lax approach to policing corporate power.
"It is with great sadness and abiding hope that I leave my role as AAG for Antitrust today. It was indeed the honor of a lifetime to serve in this role," Slater wrote on  X. "Huge thanks to all who supported me this past year, most especially the men and women of [the antitrust division]."
Slater, an ally of Vice President JD Vance, was expected to take an aggressive approach to policing monopolies, particularly with the tech titans of Silicon Valley, when she entered the role in March. But some Trump administration critics raised concerns that the president could turn antitrust enforcement into a tool for rewarding or punishing companies based on his whims rather than the law.
In July, two of Slater's top deputies were pushed out after clashing with lobbyists working for Hewlett Packard Enterprise, which was trying to settle a lawsuit the division had brought over its $14 billion acquisition of a competitor, Juniper Network. The settlement was pushed through by Chad Mizelle, Attorney General Pam Bondi's chief of staff, according to the Wall Street Journal. Slater opposed the firings, which were seen as a sign of the power that lobbyists aligned with President Donald Trump might have to derail antitrust regulation.
Congressional Democrats questioned the merger and demanded information to determine if a "potentially corrupt political considerations guided the proposed settlement."
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Politics
Partial government shutdown looms as ICE negotiations hit stalemate
Large swaths of the Department of Homeland Security are set to shut down Saturday unless lawmakers and the White House strike a last-minute deal.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York), left, and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) during a news conference on Capitol Hill in December. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer, Riley Beggin | 2026-02-12
Large swaths of the Department of Homeland Security are set to shut down Saturday unless lawmakers strike a last-minute deal to fund the agency, with Democrats threatening to oppose any legislation that does not include new restrictions they are seeking regarding federal immigration agents.
Democrats demanded a long list of changes to DHS after federal immigration agents killed Alex Pretti last month in Minneapolis, including tighter rules on warrants and a ban on agents wearing face masks. President Donald Trump appears to be open to some of them, but Democrats rejected the White House's latest proposal Thursday, raising the odds of a partial government shutdown.
"They have not addressed most of our major concerns at all," Sen. Patty Murray (Washington), the top Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Committee, told reporters.
The White House sent Democrats the proposal Wednesday night, according to a person familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing negotiations. But Senate Democrats swiftly dismissed it as insufficient. Asked whether Democrats could reach an agreement with the White House, Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) said "not today."
Republicans have accused Democrats of being unreasonable. They have asked Democrats to support a short-term funding extension for DHS while negotiations continue -- though Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) warned that Democrats would have to make concessions of their own.
"Democrats are never going to get their full wish list," Thune said Thursday on the Senate floor. "That's not the way this works."
Democrats have ruled out voting for any funding extension if they do not reach an agreement with the White House.
"Democrats have been very clear: We will not support an extension of the status quo," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said Thursday on the Senate floor.
The stalemate means much of DHS will shut down after the end of the day on Friday absent an unexpected breakthrough in negotiations. Many lawmakers are planning to leave Thursday to travel to the Munich Security Conference, putting further pressure on negotiations, although leadership could try to keep them in Washington if a deal appears within reach.
The House would also need to pass any last-minute deal to fund the department. Republicans have a perilously narrow majority in the chamber, and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said Thursday that the White House proposal was not enough to win House Democrats' votes.
"Funding for ICE and the Department of Homeland Security should not move forward in the absence of dramatic changes that are bold, meaningful and transformational," Jeffries told reporters.
A funding lapse would trigger the third full or partial federal government shutdown in barely three months. The government shuttered for 43 days in the fall amid a standoff between the two parties over expiring Affordable Care Act subsidies; that was followed by a shutdown of much of the government for several days that ended last week.
This shutdown would affect only DHS -- but it would not shutter Immigration and Customs Enforcement or Customs and Border Protection, because Republicans sent those agencies tens of billions of dollars in additional funding last year that would allow them to continue to operate.
Instead, the brunt of a shutdown would fall on the Transportation Security Administration, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Coast Guard and other agencies within DHS. It would affect about 13 percent of the federal civilian workforce, most of whom would be forced to work without pay, according to data from DHS and the Office of Personnel Management.
Republicans have emphasized the potential impact on agencies unrelated to the administration's immigration efforts if DHS funding lapses.
"The pain will be felt by the men and women of TSA, who will once again work to keep our airways safe without a paycheck," Rep. Mark Amodei (R-Nevada), who chairs the Appropriations subcommittee on homeland security, said Wednesday. "There will be uncertainty for our Coast Guard men and women -- who have no choice but to show up for work. ... It will reduce the amount of funding in the Disaster Relief Fund -- just weeks after massive winter storms affected wide swaths of the country."
Democrats said the administration's announcement Thursday that it would end its surge of federal immigration agents in Minnesota was not enough to earn Democrats' support.
"The announcement that the surge is over in Minneapolis changes in no way the tactics that are used there and across the country," Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) told reporters. "There needs to be a complete overhaul of this department."
The Senate is expected to vote Thursday on taking up legislation to fund the agency through Sept. 30, but Democrats have said almost unanimously that they will oppose any bill to fund DHS without new restrictions on immigration agents.
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nevada), who broke with her party during last year's shutdown and voted for a Republican funding bill, said Tuesday that she would not do so this time.
"We are asking our colleagues and the White House to work with us," Cortez Masto told reporters. "It's common sense. Work with us. Unfortunately, we are not seeing that."
The restrictions demanded by Democrats include requiring federal immigration agents to wear identification and body cameras and barring them from operating near schools, medical facilities, churches, polling places, child care facilities and courts. They also want to ensure that states and local jurisdictions can investigate and prosecute potential crimes committed by agents and excessive use of force, among other demands.
Republicans have criticized many of the Democrats' demands, arguing that they would needlessly hamstring agents. Thune has said he expects the White House to make its own demands, including new protections for federal immigration agents and measures cracking down on cities that limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities, sometimes known as "sanctuary cities."
Still, Thune said he thought that negotiations between the White House and Democrats were making progress and that a deal was still possible with more time.
"There's been clear movement there, which to me suggests that discussions ought to continue," Thune told reporters Thursday. "And I hope the Democrats feel the same way."
Emily Davies and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Do political scandals have the same impact these days? Answers to your questions.
Our chief political correspondent took your questions during her live chat.

(The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-02-12




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/02/12/karen-tumulty-live-chat/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Trump allows Democratic governors at White House meeting after initial snub
Trump had initially excluded Democrats from the traditionally bipartisan meeting. However, not all Democrats were invited to a separate dinner.

President Donald Trump on Wednesday at the White House. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2026-02-12
President Donald Trump has backed down from his decision to exclude Democratic governors from an annual White House meeting that has long been bipartisan, according to the National Governors Association.
For decades, the White House meeting between the president and governors -- held around the NGA's annual winter gathering in Washington -- has included Republican and Democratic governors. That nearly changed last week when Trump did not extend an invitation to Democrats, sparking concern among governors. After telling Democratic governors Friday that they would not be invited to the meeting, the bipartisan NGA said the meeting would no longer be part of the organization's official schedule for the gathering.
On Wednesday, however, Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt (R), the NGA chairman, told governors that Trump would be inviting all governors to the White House on Feb. 20 for the NGA's business breakfast.
"He was very clear in his communications with me that this is a National Governors Association's event, and he looks forward to hosting you and hearing from governors across the country," Stitt wrote to the governors. "President Trump said this was always his intention, and we have addressed the misunderstanding in scheduling."
Governors from all states are expected to gather in Washington for their conference from Feb. 19 to 21.
And while all governors are now being invited to the White House, not all Democrats were invited to a separate dinner there scheduled to be held around the NGA gathering. Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) and Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) said in recent days that their invitations to the dinner had been rescinded. Sixteen other Democratic governors remained on the guest list but said in a statement Tuesday that they would not attend unless all of the Democrats were invited.
Trump said on social media Wednesday that there had been a misunderstanding over the White House meeting invitations -- and he blamed it on Stitt, whom he called a RINO, or "Republican in Name Only." Stitt "incorrectly stated my position on the very exclusive Governors Annual Dinner and Meeting at the White House," Trump wrote, adding that invitations were sent "to ALL Governors, other than two, who I feel are not worthy of being there."
Trump emphasized that Polis and Moore had not been invited to the dinner, slinging baseless accusations against them, but he noted that he did invite some Democratic governors with whom he has repeatedly sparred, including Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker and California Gov. Gavin Newsom.
"Stitt got it WRONG!" Trump wrote. "I look forward to seeing the Republican Governors, and some of the Democrats Governors who were worthy of being invited."
Newsom said Wednesday he still did not plan to attend the dinner or come to Washington for the conference.
"They got a lot of blowback for that, and now they seem to have changed their position," Newsom said during a news conference. "My position hasn't changed. I won't be there."
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt had defended Trump's decision to exclude the Democrats from the meeting only a day earlier. "The president has the discretion to invite whomever he wants to the White House," she told reporters.
NGA CEO Brandon Tatum said in a statement that the organization was "pleased the president will welcome governors from all 55 states and territories to the White House."
"The bipartisan White House governors meeting is a valued tradition and an important opportunity to build bridges and hold constructive conversations," Tatum said. "The NGA looks forward to continued collaboration between governors and the White House."
The Democratic Governors Association did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the meeting and dinner.
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Politics
A little Republican rebellion against Trump only goes so far
A handful of House Republicans bucked leadership to oppose the administration's tariff policy, but GOP senators still fear speaking out on Epstein connections. 

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters before leaving the White House on Feb. 6. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2026-02-12
In a span of less than 48 hours, Republicans in Congress took a small step toward declaring some independence from President Donald Trump, before retreating a step or three.
Late Tuesday, a tiny fraction of the House GOP -- just three Republicans -- flexed its muscle, opening the way for votes· aimed at stopping Trump's tariffs. And Wednesday evening, six House Republicans joined arms with 213 Democrats on a successful vote that, if enacted, would knock out Trump's tariffs on Canada.
Yet as these Republicans were voting against one of Trump's signature policies, their fellow GOP lawmakers were publicly backing up a pair of embattled Cabinet leaders in contentious committee hearings.
The tiny House rebellion, coupled with the defense of top Trump officials, could serve as Exhibit A in a case on the danger of over-reading cracks in the dam of support for Trump among his Republican allies on Capitol Hill.
The vibes have shifted since early last year, when public and private threats against wayward Republicans rescued Cabinet nominees from potential defeat. Many Republicans now recognize what dire political straits they are in after last fall's Democratic romp in key governor's races, followed by more GOP floundering in special elections for state legislatures.
Trump is not popular, Americans are frustrated about the economy, and without a course correction, most Republicans realize that November's midterm elections could be brutal.
But very few are willing to put any distance between themselves and Trump, even if doing so might help them electorally. They fear getting politically targeted -- like Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) was.

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) questions Attorney General Pam Bondi on Wednesday during a House Judiciary Committee hearing on Capitol Hill. (Tom Brenner/AP)


Massie, who continued to be a thorn in the administration's side this week on the tariff votes, drew Trump's ire when he co-led a successful push to force the release of investigative files related to the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. He's broken with his party time and again on votes and is now headed for spring primary challenge against a Trump-backed opponent.
On Tuesday's initial tariff vote, Massie was joined by just two Republicans: Reps. Don Bacon (Nebraska) and Kevin Kiley (California). Both have unique circumstances that allow them to thumb their nose at Trump.
Bacon, after winning five straight tough elections in eastern Nebraska, has decided to retire rather than continuing in a House Republican Conference that is increasingly opposed to the sort of traditional Reagan-Bush ethos that he grew up supporting. Kiley, also from a swing district, felt abandoned by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and White House officials when they pushed Texas and other conservative states to draw new congressional maps -- which prompted California and other liberal states to do the same, effectively obliterating his suburban Sacramento district.
Together, Bacon, Massie and Kiley hoped they were speaking out on behalf of quite a few sheepish Republicans who also despised the tariff policy but were too afraid to take on the party's leadership on Tuesday's procedural vote.
Yet when Democrats called up the first of several proposed tariff-busting votes Wednesday, the GOP trio found only three more Republicans willing to oppose Trump and leadership, giving Democrats a rare win, 219-211. (With just 218 Republican members, Johnson can afford only one Massie-style defection and win a party-line vote.)
Of course, these are mostly symbolic votes, because even if the same bill passed the Senate, Trump would certainly veto the legislation. And as Wednesday's close vote showed, Trump retains more than enough Republican support to sustain a veto override attempt (which requires a two-thirds majority).
Still, Republicans like Bacon want the chance to register their public opposition to the unpopular tariff policy in any way possible, and Democrats will continue to offer up these tariff votes in the weeks ahead.
"For too long, we have handed that authority to the executive branch. It's time for Congress to reclaim that responsibility," Bacon wrote on social media after his Tuesday vote.

Rep. Don Bacon (R-Nebraska) wrote on social media that the Trump administration's tariff policy has taken power away from Congress. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Democrats plan to turn the votes supporting tariffs by a couple dozen GOP incumbents in swing districts into ads saying they support higher costs through Trump's tariffs.
"This was an epic miscalculation by vulnerable House Republicans," Justin Chermol, spokesman for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, wrote in a Wednesday memo to reporters.
Across the street, in committee hearing rooms, Republicans fell in line with the administration.
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick was on the Hill, appearing before a panel of the Senate Appropriations Committee. He was supposed to be talking about the implementation of Commerce's broadband program. But in recent days, documents released by the Justice Department have revealed that Lutnick had more encounters with Epstein than the secretary previously acknowledged.
On a conservative podcast last year, Lutnick said that he met Epstein, a neighbor in Manhattan, in 2005, that he felt uncomfortable around him and that he had no further contact after that. The recently released documents indicated that he visited Epstein on a private island in 2012, four years after the financier pleaded guilty to charges of soliciting a minor; made another visit to his apartment; and messaged Epstein on several occasions.
Democrats pressed Lutnick on these meetings, and the secretary acknowledged them, while saying that there were just three meetings over 14 years and that he never saw anything untoward happen.
"We had lunch on the island. That is true. For an hour. And we left with all of my children," he told the committee members.
Republicans on that panel steered entirely away from the Epstein matter, however, and focused on broadband or other policy issues in his portfolio.
In the hallways of the Capitol, members of the Senate Commerce Committee, who voted to confirm Lutnick's nomination last year, found themselves facing questions about his standing. Lutnick is among the most senior appointed U.S. officials present in the files; many of his European counterparts with Epstein connections have been forced to resign, and in some cases, their appointments have led to political problems for their parties.
Republicans did not rush out to defend Lutnick, but they also did not complain about being blindsided by the new information about his encounters with Epstein. Mostly, they ducked questions about his connections to the late financier.
"Call my press office," Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), the panel's chair, said Tuesday.
"So your question is, would it trouble me? I think it's fair to say it would raise questions, and I'm sure there will be people who will obtain some answers here," said Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Mississippi), a senior member of the panel who once served as chair.
"My staff says I'm in trouble for what I said yesterday, so I'm not going to talk about Epstein anymore," said Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyoming), who a day earlier told a reporter "now I see what the big deal is" about calls for more information about Epstein.
The toughest comments came from Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who is not on the Commerce Committee but who, after announcing his own retirement plans, has been critical of many Trump aides the past month.
Even so, Tillis would not call for Lutnick's resignation.
"I'm not going to talk about his job, but I think he would do himself a service by just laying out exactly what and what did not happen over the course of their, what seems to be an interesting relationship," he told reporters.
On Wednesday, House Republicans had their opportunity to defend a Cabinet secretary when Attorney General Pam Bondi appeared before the House Judiciary Committee. She came the morning after news broke that her Justice Department prosecutors failed to get indictments against six Democrats for a video they released last year discussing troops' ability to disobey illegal orders from superior officers.

Bondi after a hearing Wednesday at the Capitol. (Tom Brenner/AP)


Her session also came in the wake of the department's failure to adhere to a nearly unanimously approved law last year calling for the release of all files for federal investigations into Epstein.
Bondi received a warm welcome from House Republicans.
"What a difference a year makes. The DOJ has returned to its core missions -- upholding the rule of law, going after the bad guys and keeping Americans safe," said Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), the committee's chair.
Massie is on the committee and clashed with Bondi over the Epstein files.
The attorney general dismissed him, calling him a "failed politician" with "Trump derangement syndrome," meaning an irrational hatred of the president.
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Politics
What's happening with the FBI seizure of ballots in Georgia?
Some election experts warn it could portend attempts to muddle future election results.

Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, left, and FBI Deputy Director Andrew Bailey enter a command vehicle as the FBI takes Fulton County 2020 election ballots on Jan. 28 outside Atlanta. (Mike Stewart/AP)


By Amber Phillips | 2026-02-12
The FBI recently seized hundreds of ballots from the Atlanta area; we learned this week the seizure was based on debunked claims about the 2020 election.
What happened in Georgia has alarmed many election experts, who worry it could be part of a push by President Donald Trump to open the door to future federal interference in election results. Days after the ballots were taken, Trump said the federal government should "take over the voting" in certain places.
"It's all being used to create an impression, potentially a justification for a potential federal election interference," said David Becker, a former Justice Department voting rights attorney and head of the nonpartisan Center for Election Innovation & Research.
Trump hasn't commented on the investigation, but the FBI said it was doing its routine work in investigating a possible crime.
"If these deficiencies were the result of intentional action, it would be a violation of federal law," FBI Special Agent Hugh Raymond Evans wrote in the bureau's court request for the search warrant.
Here's what happened in Georgia and why election officials are watching it so closely.
The search and seizure happened in late January in Fulton County, which is Georgia's most populous county -- and its most Democratic.
It shocked election experts. "We have never seen the federal government step in and seize voting materials like this, anytime that I can remember," said Tammy Patrick, a former election official in Arizona now with the nonpartisan Election Center.
This week, a judge made public the affidavit the government used to convince a judge to okay the seizure. As my Washington Post colleagues detail, the affidavits piece together claims made by election conspiracy theorists who were trying to prove nonexistent election fraud in the 2020 presidential election. The affidavit does not offer specific evidence that a crime may have been committed.
It's worth pointing out that several independent reviews found no evidence for election fraud in Georgia -- or anywhere else -- that was widespread enough to change the outcome of the election.
"The 2020 election was one of the most transparent, scrutinized events in American history," Becker said. "We know who won Georgia in 2020 because the paper ballots were counted three times, three different ways."
The Constitution says states, not the federal government, must conduct elections.
And that means election materials are supposed to stay in state officials' hands, said Patrick, who oversaw elections in Arizona's largest county. ("Every once in a while," she said, "we would get a candidate who can't believe they lost, and so they'd come in and see the ballots.")
Fulton County Commission Chairman Robb Pitts said in a news conference that local officials can "no longer be held responsible" for the seized ballots and other materials the FBI took, such as voter information.
"I don't know where they are now. I don't know what they're doing with them," he said. "Are they opening the boxes? Are they stuffing other ballots into there? I have no clue."
Fulton County officials have asked a court to give them the ballots back.
Lawmakers and former intelligence officials were stunned to see pictures of Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard at the search, The Post reports. Gabbard oversees the nation's spy agencies, not elections.
Gabbard said that Trump requested her attendance and that she was there as part of her authority to "analyze intelligence related to election security."
One debunked election claim from 2020 was that countries such as Venezuela somehow accessed voting machines and tampered with the votes. (This is baseless, and voting machines are safe, multiple election experts told me.) It's unclear whether Gabbard was present as part of some inquiry into foreign interference; again, previous investigations have found no evidence U.S. adversaries altered ballots.
The former election officials I spoke to all stressed that local officials like those in Fulton County are focused on making sure people's votes are accurately counted. Their nonpartisan work has come under enormous stress and scrutiny since the 2020 election -- and as Trump continues to question past results, that pressure has only increased.
"Trump constantly says our elections are rigged," Becker said. "That's 100 percent false. Our elections are as secure and transparent as they've ever been, by every measure. It's one of the places you can say government works best."
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Politics
In rebuke, House votes to roll back Trump's tariffs on Canada
The president could veto the measure if it reaches his desk, but the action underscores some Republican frustrations with his trade policies.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) at the Capitol on Feb. 3. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, David J. Lynch | 2026-02-12
Six Republicans joined Wednesday night with Democrats in the House in voting to end President Donald Trump's stepped-up tariffs on Canada, rebuking the president in the first of what could be several congressional challenges to his trade policies.
The measure is largely symbolic and is not likely to succeed in overturning tariffs on the major U.S. trading partner, because Trump could veto the resolution if it clears the Senate as well. It would require a two-thirds majority vote in both chambers to override his veto.
But the action showcases the long-standing frustration some congressional Republicans have with Trump's controversial trade policies, and it's the latest evidence of the difficulties House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) is having managing his razor-thin majority.
Rep. Don Bacon (Nebraska), one of the Republicans who voted in support of the measure, said Congress has a responsibility to speak out on tariffs.
"We cannot & should not outsource our responsibilities," he wrote in a post on X. "As an old fashioned Conservative I know tariffs are a tax on American consumers. I know some disagree. But this debate and vote should occur in the House."
The resolution from Rep. Gregory W. Meeks (D-New York) would end the "national emergency" underpinning Trump's tariffs on Canada, which were first announced in February 2025. Wednesday was the first time that the House has considered a challenge to Trump's tariffs. The Republican-controlled chamber had used procedural moves to preemptively muzzle opposition to the administration's trade policy since March.
"We should have a vote. The Constitution says, Article One, tariffs belong to the United States Congress. It's standing up for what our jobs are," Meeks said after the vote, adding that "these tariffs are hurting the American people."
The latest prohibition on voting on legislation to challenge Trump's tariffs expired at the end of January, and Johnson attempted to renew it through July as part of a procedural vote Tuesday night. The House rejected that attempt, opening the controversial policy up for reversals for the first time in nearly a year.
Sixty percent of Americans disapprove of Trump's increased tariffs, while 37 percent say they approve, according to a February survey from the Pew Research Center.
The White House did not respond to a request for comment on the House's action, but the administration has argued that the tariffs are necessary to rebalance trade deficits and incentivize U.S.-based manufacturing, though manufacturing employment has declined since April.
Trump, in a post on Truth Social on Wednesday evening, threatened to back primary challengers to Republicans who voted to end his tariffs.
"TARIFFS have given us Great National Security because the mere mention of the word has Countries agreeing to our strongest wishes," he wrote.
Three House Republicans -- Bacon, Thomas Massie (Kentucky), and Kevin Kiley (California) -- voted with all of the chamber's Democrats to block the prohibition Tuesday.
The Senate has previously voted to end the administration's tariffs on multiple occasions, but those efforts couldn't move forward under the House's ban on considering such measures.
Most Canadian products that do not qualify for tariff-free treatment under the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), which Trump signed in his first term, are subject to a 35 percent tariff.
Trump imposed the tariffs that the House disapproved Wednesday in response to what he described as Canada's failure to prevent the flow of illicit opioids and other drugs into the United States.
But the president's broader objective with his tariff campaign is boosting domestic manufacturing production and hiring.
The results so far are mixed. Factory output is up about 2.5 percent since Trump returned to the White House, but it remains below levels reached under President Joe Biden.
The number of factory jobs increased in January for the first time in more than a year. But the 5,000-person increase did little to offset the earlier manufacturing shrinkage that defied the president's "America First" ambitions.
Manufacturing now employs 313,000 fewer Americans than it did three years ago, at the Biden-era peak of 12.9 million in early 2023. Since April, when Trump declared a national emergency over the trade deficit and imposed his historic import taxes, 72,000 factory positions have vanished.
Administration officials insist that the economy this year will surge. Trump has said that tariffs are the key to his promised "Golden Age," saying they will encourage new investment in manufacturing and provide the federal government with more revenue.
Importers have paid more than $133 billion in Trump's emergency tariffs, including $2.4 billion on products from Canada, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection.
The president claims that foreigners pay these costs, and Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent claims that overseas manufacturers are absorbing tariff costs to maintain their foothold in the U.S. market.
Most independent assessments disagree, finding that American companies and consumers are paying the price.
"Higher tariffs directly increase the cost of imported goods, raising prices for U.S. consumers and businesses," the Congressional Budget Office said Wednesday in its latest assessment of the U.S. economy.
Americans are paying 95 percent of the tariffs, while foreign companies swallow the remainder, the independent budget office said.
The CBO analysis echoed the findings of a December study by economists at Harvard University and the University of Chicago, which concluded that 94 percent of the tariffs imposed last year were passed on to U.S. importers.
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Justice
Pam Bondi lashes out as lawmakers press her on Epstein, cases against Trump foes
The attorney general lobbed insults when lawmakers questioned her decisions and portrayed the Justice Department as unfairly maligned by Democrats and Trump critics.

Attorney General Pam Bondi testifies before the House Judiciary Committee on Wednesday at the Capitol. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


By Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-02-11
Attorney General Pam Bondi combatively defended her leadership at the Justice Department to House lawmakers on Wednesday amid sharp criticism that she botched the release of the Epstein files and has wielded the nation's most powerful law enforcement agency to heed President Donald Trump's calls to prosecute his political foes.
In exchange after exchange, Bondi lobbed brash insults when Democratic lawmakers questioned her decisions and repeatedly portrayed the expansive Justice Department as unfairly maligned by Democrats and those who dislike Trump.
In her opening remarks before the House Judiciary Committee, Bondi -- highlighting her allegiance to the president -- thanked Trump for his investment in fighting violent crime and said the Justice Department is working to advance the president's priorities. The attorney general blamed the Biden administration for politicizing the department and, echoing claims from conservative activists, said it is fighting against "liberal activist judges" working to stymie the president's agenda.
"America has never seen this level of coordinated judicial opposition to a presidential administration," Bondi said.
Wednesday's hearing played out at a pivotal moment for the Justice Department, which in recent months has drawn criticism from Democrats and others over its handling of the congressionally compelled release of millions of documents from its investigation of sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, its deployment of thousands of agents across the country to assist in immigration enforcement and its continued efforts to prosecute Trump's perceived political adversaries.
The attorney general did not buckle in her defense of the department and frequently attempted to shift attention to its efforts to reduce violent crime, a topic that earned her praise from Republicans.
Bondi came armed with scripted insults for Democrats.
"I'm not going to get in the gutter with these people," Bondi said repeatedly in response to pointed questions. She lashed out when the committee's top Democrat, Rep. Jamie Raskin, directed her to respond to the panel's inquiries.
"You don't tell me anything, you washed-up loser lawyer," she said. "You're not even a lawyer."

Victims of Jeffrey Epstein at Wednesday's hearing at the Capitol. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


Raskin, a lawmaker from Maryland, denounced Bondi for her handling of the Epstein files, the department's response to deadly shootings by federal personnel in Minneapolis and her oversight of cases involving people whom Trump has publicly called to prosecute.
"Trump orders up prosecutions like pizza, and you deliver every time," Raskin said. "You replace real prosecutors with counterfeit stooges. Nothing in American history comes close to this complete corruption of the justice function and contamination of federal law enforcement."
Just hours before Bondi addressed the committee, the department had sought to secure an indictment against six Democratic lawmakers who produced a video urging military service members not to follow "illegal orders." But a federal grand jury in Washington refused to back those charges -- a remarkable rebuke of the department's efforts.
"You've turned the people's Department of Justice into Trump's instrument of revenge," Raskin said.
The committee's Republicans, led by Chairman Jim Jordan (Ohio), largely praised Bondi for the work of her first year in office. They credited her and FBI Director Kash Patel with reducing violent crime across the country, a trend that began under the final years of the Biden administration and has continued under Trump.
"What a difference a year makes," Jordan said at the top of the proceedings. "Under Attorney General Bondi, the DOJ has returned to its core missions -- upholding the rule of law, going after the bad guys and keeping Americans safe."
Tension erupted almost immediately as Democrats repeatedly pressed Bondi on the Justice Department's failure to fully redact the names and identifications of Epstein's victims from the files it released last month. More than a dozen of his victims were at the hearing and, when prompted by a Democratic lawmaker, raised their hands to indicate that they had never spoken to representatives of Bondi's Justice Department.
As Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Washington) asked Bondi to apologize to the victims in the audience for her handling of the investigation, the attorney general deflected and asked why former attorney general Merrick Garland didn't apologize.
"I'm not going to get in the gutter for her theatrics," Bondi said. She defended her career fighting for victims as a prosecutor.
"I am deeply sorry for what any victim has been through, especially as a result of that monster," she said. "I want you to know that any accusation of criminal wrongdoing will be taken seriously and investigated."
Bondi said that Epstein's associate Ghislaine Maxwell "hopefully will die in prison." Maxwell's attorney has said that the defendant, who was convicted in 2021 on sex-trafficking charges, is seeking clemency from the president.
Bondi also said that she was unaware that Maxwell was being transferred to a minimum-security prison camp until after the transfer occurred in August. The Justice Department has faced pushback over that move, with critics saying that it is an example of the Trump administration being lenient to people involved in the Epstein case.
In an effort to pivot the conversation away from Epstein, Bondi said that instead of focusing on Maxwell, the lawmakers should be asking about Iryna Zarutska -- the 23-year-old Ukrainian refugee who was brutally killed by a homeless man with mental illness while riding public transit in North Carolina.
Bondi took heat from Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky), a frequent Trump critic, who asked why more men with ties to Epstein weren't under investigation. Justice Department officials have said that the files do not contain information that would lead to other people being charged.
She dodged Massie's question and said he was only focused on the Epstein files because Trump is named in them, accusing him of having "Trump derangement syndrome."
Bondi, likewise, refused to engage in second-guessing of the Justice Department's handling of the recent fatal shootings of Renee Good and Alex Pretti by federal personnel amid the Trump administration's immigration enforcement crackdown in Minneapolis.
She hinted of further investigations of Trump critics in the works.
Asked by Republicans whether John Brennan, CIA director during the Obama administration, would soon be indicted as part of an investigation into the intelligence community's assessment of Russian efforts to interfere in the 2016 presidential election, Bondi declined to confirm an investigation -- then added: "No one is above the law."
Brennan's lawyers said in December they had been informed that he is the target of an criminal probe underway in Florida. He has denied any wrongdoing.
At every turn, Bondi never missed an opportunity to praise Trump for his leadership.
"That's why today, the other side sits here, they yell, cut me off," she said. "They want to yell. They want to ask a question and don't want answers, because they want to distract from all the great things that this president and this administration are doing."
When Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-California) cited a conspiracy theory that Trump has pushed about a federal investigation and asked Bondi whether she thinks the president is honest, the attorney general responded: "Of course I do. He is the commander in chief."
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National Security
National Guard troops were quietly withdrawn from some U.S. cities
The deployments encountered repeated legal setbacks that stymied President Donald Trump's desire for a show of force in Los Angeles, Chicago and Portland, Oregon.

National Guard personnel in downtown Los Angeles in June. (Karla Gachet/For The Washington Post)


By Tara  Copp, Alex Horton | 2026-02-11
The Trump administration has withdrawn all federalized National Guard troops from U.S. cities, after its repeated attempts to surge forces into Democratic-run states encountered judicial roadblocks.
The pullout was completed last month with no public acknowledgment from the White House or the Pentagon other than a social media post weeks earlier in which President Donald Trump announced the troops' removal. It was a remarkable turnabout after Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth had insisted the mobilizations were necessary to combat what they claimed was unchecked violence and to support enforcement of the nation's immigration laws.
The White House on Wednesday referred questions to Trump's Truth Social post from December warning it was "Only a question of time!" before crime would begin "to soar again," necessitating a return "perhaps in a much different and stronger form."
The Pentagon did not address questions about the withdrawal.
The deployments -- including more than 5,000 troops to Los Angeles, about 500 into Chicago and 200 to Portland, Oregon -- were ordered despite the vehement opposition from state and local leaders who labeled the administration's actions an unlawful abuse of presidential authority. All of those service members were sent home by the end of January, according to U.S. Northern Command. The vast majority of the troops sent to L.A. were demobilized in late July, leaving 100 in the area before the pullout.
More than 2,500 National Guard members remain in D.C. in response to Trump's ordered deployment, but under a nonfederal status. Their mission -- part crackdown on crime and part sanitation duty -- is expected to last until the end of the year. Additionally, there is an ongoing Guard presence in Memphis and New Orleans, but those missions, while funded by the federal government under a novel agreement with the Trump administration, are overseen by each state's governor.
Spokespeople for the White House and the Pentagon did not immediately address questions about the troops' withdrawal.
In late December, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a temporary order blocking Trump from carrying out the Chicago deployment because, it said, the president's ability to federalize the National Guard likely applies only in "exceptional" circumstances. The ruling has called into question any broader plans by the administration to use federal troops domestically to respond to civil unrest.
The deployments have cost more than $496 million, the Congressional Budget Office reported in January.
The troops in Chicago, L.A. and Portland were deployed under federal orders known as Title 10, which allows the president to exert federal authority over a state's National Guard, such as when those troops are deployed overseas in wartime. If the deployment is on U.S. soil, they can still be put in Title 10 status, but the law places significant restrictions on what they can do. Importantly, they cannot perform law enforcement activities, such as making arrests and conducting searches, so in many cases, the personnel involved in Trump's domestic deployments were relegated to guarding federal buildings and carrying out other menial tasks.
The laws governing what troops can and can't do on U.S. soil made them "100 percent ineffective in doing what [Trump] wanted them to do," which was to help control the protests that grew from his immigration enforcement directives, said Randy Manner, a retired Army two-star general and former acting vice chief of the National Guard.
"The administration," Manner said, "finally realized the amount of resistance that was coming up, in terms of legal and public condemnation, was more than anyone anticipated."
The pullback from L.A., Chicago and Portland also raises questions about the administration's plan to create a nationwide quick reaction force of National Guard members designated to deploy immediately into any area experiencing civil unrest. In the months since The Washington Post first reported that the Pentagon was considering creating such a unit, the administration has appeared to take a different tack, favoring expanded use of Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, Customs and Border Protection personnel and other Department of Homeland Security forces who dress and are equipped like soldiers but are not subject to the same legal restrictions on their use of force.

Federal agents with Homeland Security Investigations exit a residential building in Minneapolis on Feb. 5. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


The administration's critics have said Trump and other officials' fiery rhetoric in virtually all cases defied reality, as unrest in Los Angeles, Chicago and Portland never reached a breaking point.
In some instances, Guard members were used for duty outside the scope of their original mission, including one operation to assist ICE agents during a raid on a marijuana farm 100 miles from downtown Los Angeles.
Troops assigned to the mission in other cities were restricted by court decisions that barred them from taking to the streets, forcing commanders to sequester them at depots where they trained for mobilizations that never fully took full shape.
The Pentagon in January ordered about 1,500 active-duty troops to prepare for a deployment to Minneapolis, the site of mass demonstrations objecting to violent immigration enforcement raids and the killing of two American citizens by federal agents. That deployment never materialized, and the Trump administration -- facing widespread criticism, including from some Republicans -- dialed back the number of ICE and CBP personnel there.
In Memphis and New Orleans, hundreds of National Guard troops remain deployed under Title 32, or state control, which allows broader powers for law enforcement and in conducting arrests. In those cases, Trump found supportive Republican governors who allowed a surge, and by making an official request to the White House for support, they received federal funds to pay for the deployment.
In Washington, where Trump said Guard members were mobilized to help reduce crime, they initially were tasked with picking up trash and clearing debris, while others patrolled inside Metro stations and gathering spots like the National Mall and Union Station. As D.C. was hit by a severe ice storm in early January, Guard members assisted in clearing roads and sidewalks.
In November, two National Guard members were shot by an attacker near the White House, killing Army Spec. Sarah Beckstrom, 20, and severely injuring Air Force Staff Sgt. Andrew Wolfe, who is still recovering.
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Politics
Democrats seek to counter Trump, boost 2028 profiles on European tour
Gavin Newsom, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ruben Gallego and Gretchen Whitmer hope to reassure anxious European allies at the Munich Security Conference.

From left: California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. (AP/Getty Images/The Washington Post)


By Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2026-02-11
Top Democrats eyeing potential 2028 presidential runs hope to use the Munich Security Conference this weekend to burnish their foreign policy credentials, elevate their profiles, and convince an anxious group of European leaders that there is life after President Donald Trump.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer are among those set to speak at the prestigious security forum in an effort to articulate an alternative foreign policy to Trump's aggressive interventionism.
The full slate of speakers has not yet been announced. The event typically features heads of state, Cabinet officials and several Republican and Democratic U.S. senators. Secretary of State Marco Rubio is leading the U.S. delegation.
Democrats are aiming to demonstrate robust opposition to Trump effectively discarding long-standing international alliances, of which he has long been dismissive, and assure European nations that they can still depend on the United States once Trump leaves office. They have also rejected his "Donroe Doctrine," a revival of the 19th-century Monroe Doctrine, which stated U.S. opposition to future European interference and colonization in North and South America. Trump has taken it a step further, asserting the U.S. has the right to take control of resources in the Western Hemisphere.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York). (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. (Markus Schreiber/AP)


But reassurances from Democrats, who do not control any branch of government, are unlikely to assuage Europeans' concerns. A key focus of the annual security forum is whether Europe can stand alone, speak with one voice and rely far less on the U.S.
"It's important that the Senate have a voice and Democrats present an alternative foreign policy voice from what is coming out of the administration," Gallego said in an interview. "The 'America first' attitude is making us America last."
Trump has argued that the U.S. has shouldered too much of the security burden and has not gotten enough out of its alliances.
The conference typically features lawmakers who hold leading positions on foreign policy committees, including Foreign Relations, Armed Services and Intelligence. Gallego does not sit on any of those Senate committees but has been seeking to elevate his profile as a potential 2028 presidential contender. (He served as a prominent member of the House Armed Services Committee during his time in the House, as well as a House subcommittee on intelligence and special operations.)
As a governor, Newsom has not been pressed extensively on foreign policy, but he has traveled widely abroad and sought to leverage California's large economy to cooperate with foreign governments on climate. Ocasio-Cortez is not on the House's Foreign Affairs Committee but does sit on the powerful Energy and Commerce and Oversight committees.
"I'm going to Munich with a simple message: California is a stable and reliable partner. In a moment of global uncertainty, our commitments don't change with political winds," Newsom said in a statement to The Post, adding California has upheld its commitments under both Republican and Democratic leaders. "That consistency matters. It builds trust, attracts investment, and strengthens mutual security."

California Gov. Gavin Newsom. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


During Trump's second term, Democrats hope to use the forum to emphasize the importance of U.S.-European security alliances like NATO as Trump has upended them and publicly insulted allies.
This year's conference comes just weeks after the Trump administration seized Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro in a U.S. military operation. Trump then announced plans to take control of Venezuela's oil industry, asserting the United States had a "right" to a foreign country's oil reserves.
Trump also recently clashed with European leaders in the most direct confrontation yet when he stated the U.S. planned to seize control of Greenland from Denmark. Trump ultimately backed off that threat but has angered European leaders in the weeks since, including a casual dismissal of NATO troops who fought alongside American troops in Afghanistan. Trump has also said he wants to make Canada the 51st state.
Democratic senators have been discussing how to stabilize relationships that Trump has frayed -- especially with long-standing European allies. But Trump's second term, in which he has focused far more heavily on foreign policy than his first term and eagerly used U.S. military force around the world, has forced European leaders to focus on how to position their countries so they are less reliant on the U.S.
"We're doing our best to make sure the world knows the Trump worldview is not the dominant view of foreign policy," Gallego said.
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Virginia Politics
Ex-federal prosecutor fired by Trump will run for Congress in Virginia
J.P. Cooney served as a top deputy to special counsel Jack Smith in two criminal prosecutions of Trump.

Former federal prosecutor J.P. Cooney. (Will Schermerhorn/J.P. Cooney campaign)


By Teo Armus | 2026-02-12
J.P. Cooney, a former federal prosecutor who was fired by President Donald Trump after helping to investigate him in two criminal probes, will run for the House as a Democrat in Virginia, he announced Wednesday.
Cooney, who was a top deputy to special counsel Jack Smith, is running in a district that would be radically redrawn under a proposal being advanced by Virginia Democrats. He is the highest-profile candidate among those who have so far expressed interest or declared their intention to run.
Cooney steered two criminal prosecutions of Trump for holding onto classified documents and attempting to overturn the results of the 2020 election. The Justice Department dropped both of those federal cases in November 2024 following Trump's reelection, aligning with policies against prosecuting a sitting president.
Cooney, who was dismissed by Trump a few days into his second term in January 2025, said that the president's "lawlessness and abuses of power" motivated him to jump into politics.
"In this moment, confronted with such threats, I really needed to join that fight and bring that perspective and experience to the U.S. Congress," he said in an interview Wednesday.
Cooney's announcement coincides with an effort from Democratic state lawmakers in Virginia to redraw the state's congressional maps, where they hold six of 11 seats representing the commonwealth.
The new maps, which were proposed amid a national redistricting arms race sparked by Trump, would give the party an advantage in 10 seats.
Legislation advancing that plan quickly passed through the state's legislature Tuesday. But the complicated, multistep process to adopt the maps faces a legal challenge. It would also have to be approved by Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) -- and then the state's voters -- before going into effect.
Cooney said he plans to run in one of five newly proposed districts that would divide up the liberal, vote-rich Northern Virginia suburbs and extend farther south and west into rural, redder territory.
The new 7th Congressional District, where Cooney says he is running, has drawn particularly sharp criticism from Republicans over its lobsterlike shape: It takes in a narrow strip of Arlington, Fairfax and Prince William counties and then much of the Piedmont area before splitting into two "claws" -- one toward the western edge of the Richmond area and another toward Harrisonburg and the Shenandoah Valley.
Rep. Eugene Vindman (D), who also campaigned on his efforts to stand up to Trump before entering politics, represents the 7th District as it is currently drawn. Vindman is expected to run in a different district that includes his home in eastern Prince William if the new maps are approved.
There would be no incumbent in the new 7th District. Cooney is likely to face a large field, including state and local lawmakers and other former federal officials.
The winner of the Democratic primary is favored to win the general election in the redrawn seat. Spanberger won more than 58 percent of the vote in the new boundaries in last fall's gubernatorial election, according to the nonpartisan Virginia Public Access Project.
Cooney, who lives in the same North Arlington house where he grew up, previously worked in a high-profile section of the Justice Department focused on combating political corruption and led the public corruption division in the federal prosecutor's office in D.C.
He also prosecuted former senator Bob Menendez (D-New Jersey), who was sentenced to more than a decade in prison in a high-profile international bribery scheme.
Nationally, Cooney is likely to be among a number of candidates campaigning on their resistance to the Trump administration from within the halls of government.
Vindman's identical twin brother, Alexander -- who became well-known for his role in Trump's first impeachment -- is seeking the Democratic nomination for U.S. Senate in Florida.
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Opinions
This technology could revolutionize electricity -- from space
Wireless power transmission from space was once science fiction. Now it could soon be a reality.

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post)


By Michelle L.D. Hanlon | 2026-02-12
Michelle Hanlon is executive director of the Center for Air and Space Law and assistant professor at the University of Mississippi School of Law.
Imagine a network of orbiting satellites equipped with solar panels that collect sunlight uninterrupted by night, weather or seasons. That sunlight is converted into electricity and transmitted wirelessly to Earth as low-intensity microwaves that are then converted back into electricity, powering everything from your home office lamp to the data centers that sustain the internet.
It could soon be a reality.
First proposed in the late 1960s by aerospace engineer Peter E. Glaser but dismissed as science fiction, the concept of space-based solar power is now being tested in the real world. Wireless power transmission has been demonstrated experimentally for decades, and related technologies have been used safely in satellite communications for even longer. What has changed is precision: Modern systems can steer, shape and monitor beams continuously, with safeguards that reduce or shut down transmission if they stray outside defined limits.
The primary appeal of space-based solar power lies in what it could offer Earth. Operating above the atmosphere, it can deliver continuous electricity unaffected by night, weather or seasonal variation, a rare attribute as power grids become increasingly dependent on intermittent renewable sources. Because it is not tied to geography or fuel supply chains, it could provide reliable energy to regions that struggle to generate or transport power locally, including disaster areas that would otherwise face power outages. And by moving large-scale energy collection off-planet, it offers the possibility of meeting growing energy demand while easing pressure on land and ecosystems at home.
But beaming power from space cannot be done casually or unilaterally. Systems of this size require careful coordination of orbits, radio frequencies and safety protocols, the same kind of space traffic management that already keeps satellites from colliding and signals from interfering with one another. Transparency, monitoring and agreed-upon rules are not add-ons; they are prerequisites. Those standards must be shared among nations, commercial operators and other space actors alike. This is where space-based solar power quietly differs from many other space activities.
The scale requirements of space-based solar power is fundamentally different from today's satellites. Serious design ideas envision structures in orbit measured in kilometers, not meters -- vast solar arrays and transmitting antennas -- paired with ground receivers also several kilometers wide. This is not a single spacecraft. It is energy infrastructure, operating continuously in shared orbital and radio frequency  environments. That scale helps explain why space-based solar power remained theoretical for so long and is only now shifting toward serious planning.
In recent demonstrations, power has been transmitted wirelessly over distances relevant to real-world applications, including to moving receivers, a critical capability for any orbital system. In 2023, a small satellite demonstrator developed by a team from the California Institute of Technology successfully beamed power from orbit to a ground receiver, showing that the basic mechanics work outside the laboratory. Falling launch costs, lighter materials and advances in autonomous assembly are also making space systems of this size increasingly plausible.
Phased road maps moving from laboratory testing toward in-orbit demonstrations are advancing in the United States through privately funded efforts such as the Caltech Space Solar Power Project, Britain's public-private Space Energy Initiative and Japan's OHISAMA project. Scientists in China have publicly outlined plans for progressively larger space-based solar power experiments. Together, these efforts suggest a shift from conceptual feasibility to early operational planning, even as significant engineering and economic challenges remain. Governments anchor most programs, but private ventures such as Overview Energy, Aetherflux and Star Catcher are playing a growing role in demonstrations and enabling technologies.
Disaster response offers a narrow, humanitarian context in which early implementation is both practical and politically defensible. Because space-based solar power does not rely on terrestrial infrastructure, it could deliver temporary energy to regions where grids are damaged or nonexistent. That makes it a compelling use case, not because disaster relief drives the technology, but because it shows what controlled, cooperative power delivery from orbit could enable when it is needed most.
Space-based solar power will not immediately replace terrestrial renewables nor will it solve the issues plaguing the transition to renewable energy on its own. But it has moved far enough out of the realm of speculation to demand serious attention. The choice now is whether governance keeps pace with technology, and whether power from space becomes another source of political friction, or a carefully managed asset that benefits every person on Earth.
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Opinions
Government fraud is everywhere. Prediction markets can root it out.
Slow-moving and costly bureaucracy makes finding financial graft difficult. 

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post)


By Julia R. Cartwright | 2026-02-12
Julia R. Cartwright is a senior research fellow in law and economics at the American Institute for Economic Research.
Enron, long remembered as one of the largest corporate fraud scandals in American history, now looks small by comparison. Recent revelations of billions of dollars in fraudulent spending uncovered in Minnesota are a local glimpse of a far greater problem: federal fraud totaling hundreds of billions every year.
Enron was exposed not by an inspector general, a task force or a compliance office but by markets. Investors such as Jim Chanos saw that Enron's numbers didn't reflect economic reality and made hundreds of millions betting against the firm. These bets point to a deeper truth: In the private sector, fraud distorts prices, and markets respond by rewarding those who uncover it early. Using that same price-based logic, prediction markets can be harnessed to surface private information and stop fraud at scale.
Prediction markets, which surged into public view during the 2024 U.S. election cycle, are trading platforms that use prices to forecast events. These markets aggregate private information into a single price by allowing participants to trade contracts tied to expected outcomes. On platforms such as Polymarket and Kalshi, prices between $0 and $1 reflect the market's implied probability: 75 cents implies a 75 percent chance, updating in real time as new information arrives and converting local, tacit knowledge into a public forecast. When the event resolves, the winning contract pays out.
These markets recently made headlines for apparent insider trading, most notably a large payout shortly before Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's capture in Caracas. But trading on private information is not a bug of prediction markets; it's the feature. Markets work precisely because they make it profitable to reveal private information through trade.
Government contracting has no equivalent mechanism: There is no continuous signal indicating whether a $300 million contract is clean or rotten. Oversight is episodic and backward-looking, and by the time fraud is formally detected, the money is gone. As a result, detecting government fraud is far more cumbersome and far less rewarding than uncovering fraud in private markets.
The United States maintains a sophisticated yet ineffective enforcement apparatus: Inspectors general audit, the Justice Department prosecutes, and the False Claims Act deputizes insiders to bring lawsuits, offering whistleblowers 15 to 30 percent of recovered funds. Yet even by generous estimates, this system uncovers only about 3 percent of total fraud, in large part because investigations are slow, costly and uncertain. The rest slips into the noise, siphoning taxpayer dollars and eroding public trust.
The problem is not a lack of legislation; it's a lack of prices.
Applying prediction-market logic to public fraud requires three steps. First, all government contracts, grants and major spending programs above a statutory threshold should be publicly disclosed in a database with contract identification numbers linked to contract awards, payments and any contract modifications. Second, Congress should pass a statute that prediction markets may list contracts tied to whether fraud, overbilling or material misrepresentation is later proven in those public contracts, without treating such trading as gambling or unlawful speculation. Third, Congress should require a small portion of each contract to be set aside as a fraud bounty, which acts as a reward for catching fraud within the prediction market.
With disclosure and legal clarity in place, prediction markets compete for the right to host the government contract bet on their platform. They award the fraud bounty and design the most informative private contracts. Markets then list instruments that pay out if, for example, an inspector general or the Justice Department later confirms fraud above a defined threshold by a specified date and pay zero otherwise. Outsiders and insiders place bets based on their insights, producing continuous, public price signals that aggregate dispersed private knowledge in ways audits and compliance checks cannot.
Those prices function as a bellwether for the existing enforcement system, especially the False Claims Act. The act operates as a bounty mechanism, but insiders often act with limited visibility into whether others share their concerns. Persistently high fraud probabilities implied by the market reduce that uncertainty, signaling that suspicions are widely held and that the expected value of a fraud investigation may justify the personal and professional risk of filing a suit. Markets do not replace whistleblowers; they guide and embolden them.
At the same time, investigators, congressional overseers and the press use these prices to triage attention and identify contracts slipping past traditional oversight. The innovation is continuous price discovery, not gambling. Each contract generates a live, quantitative signal of suspected misconduct that updates as information emerges. When fraud probabilities cross a high threshold, contracts are flagged for heightened scrutiny or require justification for inaction, shifting oversight from episodic and reactive to continuous and anticipatory.
Fraud persists in government not because people don't know where it is but because knowing is not enough. Markets succeed where bureaucracy fails because they reward being right early and punish being wrong loudly. If we are serious about stopping fraud at scale, we should stop pretending audits and whistleblowers alone can do what prices were invented to do.
Fraud hates sunlight. It hates prices even more.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/02/12/prediction-market-government-fraud/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
How a supplier of nuts and bolts could curb Trump's tariff overreach
A new lawsuit reveals how businesses are forced to navigate an opaque and arbitrary system.

President Donald Trump at the White House on Feb. 6. (Craig Hudson/For the Washington Post)


By Scott Lincicome, Inu Manak | 2026-02-12
Scott Lincicome is vice president of general economics and the Herbert A. Stiefel Center for Trade Policy Studies at the Cato Institute. Inu Manak is a senior fellow for international trade at the Council on Foreign Relations.
An Illinois supplier of nuts, bolts and screws could be all that keeps President Donald Trump's national security tariffs from escalating into a torrent of government overreach.
Since the president announced sweeping tariffs last year, American businesses have worked diligently to navigate a confounding maze of new and overlapping trade regulations -- but additional government obstacles keep popping up, often without notice, and businesses are left facing a gargantuan and unexpected tax bill.
That's what happened to Express Fasteners, LTD, which is now suing the administration in a case that reveals the opaque and arbitrary nature of Trump's tariffs, the dramatic expansion of the administrative state behind them and a desperate need to reform the laws governing these levies.
Trump's "emergency" tariffs -- which imposed taxes on nearly all imports from almost every country in the world -- have made headlines, but he continues to deploy his first-term tariff sweetheart: Section 232 of the 1962 Trade Expansion Act. The law, which authorizes the president to "adjust" imports that threaten to impair national security, was rarely invoked before Trump -- just 26 times in 54 years. By contrast, Trump initiated eight investigations during his first term and applied broad tariffs on steel and aluminum. Last year, he launched 12 more investigations and imposed new tariffs on automotive goods, trucks, copper and wood products. In just five years, Trump has been responsible for 43 percent of all Section 232 investigations and almost all Section 232 tariffs.
The president's Section 232 adventurism hasn't stopped there. In 2025, Trump increased his first-term steel and aluminum tariffs to 50 percent and eliminated various exemptions. He also invoked the law's ambiguous mention of "derivative[s]" products to apply the metals tariffs to downstream items and created a process for U.S. companies to petition the government to expand protection. As a result, hundreds of new metal products -- such as utensils, canned foods, exercise equipment and appliances -- are now subject to tariffs. Today, steel derivatives account for most of the imports affected by the Section 232 taxes.
That's where Express Fasteners comes in. U.S. businesses that import items containing steel or aluminum now pay a tariff on their embedded amount, by value. Many U.S. companies had never considered the precise metal content of their imports, but they nevertheless adapted to follow the new regulations.
Express Fasteners is among those firms. It says it carefully followed U.S. Customs and Border Protection instructions to determine its imports' steel and aluminum content. For things unrelated to the steel and aluminum inputs, such as the costs of machining and fabricating and the seller's profit, the company applied the lower reciprocal tariff rate for the finished item's country of origin -- in this case, Taiwan.
Yet when Express Fasteners received its bill from CBP, the entire value of its imports were hit with the 50 percent Section 232 tariff. CBP attributes this to an unsigned internal memo that interpreted the original presidential proclamation more stringently than what the agency communicated in June 2025. That memo was never filed in the Federal Register and received no public comment. This blatant regulatory overreach is what Express Fasteners is now challenging in court.
The court's ruling will matter for many other American firms that have seen increased costs due to Trump's complicated Section 232 tariffs. The bigger issue, however, is not the agency's guidance, the administration's manipulation of the regulatory process, or even Trump's deep and abiding love of tariffs; it's in Section 232 itself. As we warned years ago, Section 232 lacks clear limits on the president's tariff authority and contains numerous provisions, such as those for derivatives, that are so vague and discretionary as to invite blatant manipulation. With Section 232 investigations expanding rapidly in Trump's second term, the abuse will surely grow.
That problem can't be fixed by the courts, in this case or any other. Section 232 must be amended, at least to require legislative sign-off on any new or expanded tariffs implemented under the law. In a divided Congress, changing the law has found advocates on both sides of the aisle. But until any revisions become law, thousands of American companies like Express Fasteners will be subject not only to new tariffs but to endless and ever-changing rules on how they apply.
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Opinions
A consumption tax on Americans is brewing. Tariffs are the dry run.
When staggering entitlement costs finally come due, a desperate need for more revenue will kick in.

(Washington Post staff/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Mitch Daniels | 2026-02-12
On the far-too-long list of big mistakes I have made over time, several come under the heading "too much of a good thing." It started with that third piece of coconut cream pie I ate at age 5. That was the last time for coconut cream, but just the first of many such misjudgments.
Later in life, I proudly participated in two revisions of the federal tax code. First in 1986, and then in 2001, the income tax system was reformed in ways that, on balance, were positive for economic growth and, in particular the '86 version, brought somewhat greater equity and simplicity by removing some loophole exclusions.
Those bills had something else in common. Each featured a significant reduction, in many cases to zero, in the income tax liability of low- and middle-income households. In 1986, and then again in 2001, with jobs that included advocating for those reforms, I took special delight in emphasizing that millions of Americans would be relieved of any income tax burden.
It seemed a good idea at the time. But decades later, it looks like too much of a good thing, and it's bringing us to a difficult pass.
At some point, a much broader segment of society will now, unfairly, have to start paying for the irresponsibility of the previous generation of national leadership. This could have been avoided or limited by action over the years. But by now the refusal to reform entitlements means that saving the safety-net programs as they go broke will require major new taxes on millions who are paying little or none today.
Those socially conscious Europeans, whatever fiscal messes they have created for themselves, have had no qualms about taxing their whole populations. The primary vehicle is sales taxation, in the form of value-added taxes, which accumulate along a product's value chain and are ultimately paid by the consumer. VATs extract roughly 9 percent to 10 percent of middle-class incomes across the euro zone and can result in middle-income citizens paying for nearly half of all VAT revenue. Every country in the 38-member Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development except the United States has one.
That's a major reason the U.S., frequent misrepresentations to the contrary, has the most progressive tax system among the most developed countries. Here, the top 10 percent pay about 70 percent of U.S. income taxes, and more than half the total U.S. taxes even when payroll taxes are included. The dreaded 1 percent pick up more than a quarter of the entire federal tab.
The tax-to-income ratio is the highest anywhere, and the reason that glib calls to simply tax the rich more can't come close to solving the country's biggest domestic (and, increasingly, a national security) problem.
Enter the Trump tariffs. Boneheaded as economic policy, they represent a clumsy, unintentional first step into national sales taxation. Though it's unclear exactly what portion of the tariff tax is falling on consumers, no one asserts that it's small. With estimates of about $289 billion in tariff collections last year, the administration claims a positive effect on the deficit. Another cloudy computation will be needed to identify the net effect, after damage to economic growth is factored in.
Consider it a dry run. Even less transparent to the victim than a state sales tax or a VAT, taxation by tariff constitutes a step into consumption taxation, of people at all income levels.
Everyone will have to chip in to the fiscal emergency plan that the country's procrastinating, irresponsible national leadership, of both parties, has made inevitable. Taxation of consumption, regrettable as it will be, at least has the virtue of weighing less heavily on work and investment, and therefore growth, than further taxation of income. It is likely to be part of the safety-net rescue.
Excusing 40 percent of Americans from income taxation has made for appealing social policy and jolly politics. But it has had the deleterious side effect of anesthetizing its beneficiaries against the true costs of Big Government.
When the promises of Social Security and Medicare can no longer be kept, or when the world's bond buyers take their money elsewhere, millions of Americans will have to be reintroduced to the reality that the lunch is never free. Their sense of social betrayal at being misled all these years, about the trustworthiness of the trust funds, will be compounded by the burden of sharing the tab for their past leaders' dereliction of duty.
Those who label the tariffs a regressive tax on those less well-off are exactly right. But when it comes to taxing consumption, odds are we're just getting started.
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Dating apps just got worse -- thanks to AI
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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The Post's View
Bernie Sanders's worst idea yet
A national ban on new AI data centers would make the Luddites look good.

Bernie Sanders at the Capitol in January. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-12
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) has made a career of mainstreaming terrible ideas, but his proposed moratorium on data center construction might be his worst yet.
"We have not a clue. We are totally unprepared for what is coming," Sanders said Tuesday night on MS NOW. The 84-year-old socialist knows progress on artificial intelligence depends on the computational advances generated by data centers, which is why he's determined to stop them from being built: "We've got to slow this thing down."
Some oppose data centers for environmental or aesthetic reasons, but Sanders bypasses those arguments and goes straight for the old-school Marxist thesis that they're bad because they alienate workers from their labor. He also says computers might take over the world and blames AI on "a cognitive decline among young people."
But his real issue is that American businesses might benefit. Indeed, firms like Meta, Google and Amazon, which was founded by Post owner Jeff Bezos, are investing billions in data centers that can process mind-blowing amounts of information. Stopping that can harm Big Business, which is always the villain in the socialist imagination.
Investments in physical and productive capital are what corporate critics have long said they wanted. Few people have been more critical of stock buybacks than Sanders, but investment in AI is leading to a reduction in buybacks.
Sanders should also be ecstatic about how much AI can help workers. He has introduced legislation to mandate a 32-hour workweek. Annual working hours have gradually declined for decades as technology has improved productivity. AI's efficiency boost someday could get workers there without the job-killing risks of a government diktat.
But Sanders doesn't believe in letting the economy develop organically. He wants the government to manage it. Unfortunately, he's not alone.
AI doomerism has become a bipartisan affliction. Six states, red and blue, are considering bans on new data centers. Environmental concerns have spurred fearmongering about water shortages, and straightforward NIMBYism also stands in the way of development.
So far, congressional Democrats have largely rejected Sanders's call for a moratorium. Even if he was right that the technology is moving too fast, it's too late to stop. If the U.S. slowed down, other countries would not. Sanders mused on MS NOW that the U.S. should negotiate an AI treaty with China. Maybe he can start with a more realistic request, like asking Xi Jinping to hold a free and fair election when his term is up.
While politicians grandstand, AI advances continue every day. It can translate phone calls in real time. AI-assisted mammography is improving breast cancer patients' outcomes. The technology is helping facial-reconstruction surgeons 3D-print more accurate jawbones for people healing from gruesome injuries.
The ceiling for progress is not human imagination. It's intervention from economically illiterate politicians.
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The Post's View
Vaccine innovation vs. the bureaucracy
Regulators move the goalposts for a manufacturer that uses mRNA technology.

The Food and Drug Administration headquarters in Maryland. (Sara Silbiger/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-12
Moderna spent years and hundreds of millions of dollars developing a flu vaccine using the same technology that allowed the United States to produce covid-19 vaccines in record time. But now the drug company's flu shots are not getting a fair shake from the Food and Drug Administration.
This week the FDA's top vaccine regulator, Vinay Prasad, rejected Moderna's application without even reviewing it. The longtime critic of mRNA vaccines also overruled objections from agency scientists, according to Stat News. The message to companies that develop lifesaving medicine is clear: Investing in new vaccine technology is a waste of time and money. It's particularly dangerous at a time when China looks increasingly capable of leapfrogging the U.S. in biosciences.
The FDA criticized the company's application for not including an "adequate and well-controlled" study. But Moderna did submit a trial that included data comparing the shot with Fluarix, a traditional vaccine made in chicken eggs, which the agency said before the trial commenced would be "acceptable." Moderna also conducted a smaller study comparing its mRNA vaccine with a high-dose shot for older people, as the FDA recommended.
The Massachusetts-based company acknowledges that the FDA indicated August that there could be a "significant issue" with the data "during review." Yet that review won't even happen, which is highly irregular. Health and Human Services spokesman Andrew Nixon said Moderna "refused to follow very clear FDA guidance." Agency leaders also dispute reporting that scientists were overruled, insisting the decision followed "healthy scientific debate."
Prasad did not share any concerns about the safety or efficacy of Moderna's shots. Indeed, Moderna's trial indicated that they performed better than the control groups.
The administration has made no secret of its bias against mRNA vaccines, and this seems to be an instance of moving the goalposts to undermine the technology. Last year, HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. canceled almost $500 million in contracts for projects to develop shots with the game-changing technology, claiming absurdly that mRNA covid vaccines are ineffective and "encourage" viruses to mutate. In reality, they have saved millions of lives.
Prasad previously overruled agency officials to limit eligibility for covid vaccines. He also hyped up a rare but serious side effect from covid shots known as myocarditis, or inflammation of the heart. In November, he sent a staff memo claiming that FDA scientists identified at least 10 cases in which the vaccines were tied to a child's death. But the FDA has not produced additional data to back up that claim.
Overzealous government agencies arbitrarily suppressing innovation is lamentable. When that innovation could save countless lives, it becomes a tragedy.
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Opinions
A solution to the doctor shortage could be just down the street
Pharmacists in many states remain legally prohibited from providing care they are trained to deliver.

(Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


By Tim Frost | 2026-02-12
Tim Frost is a licensed pharmacist and senior fellow at the Cicero Institute.
For millions of Americans, gaining timely access to basic medical care is a familiar struggle. The United States is projected to face a shortage of up to 124,000 physicians by the mid-2030s, according to the Association of American Medical Colleges. Nearly 30 percent of Americans do not have an established primary care physician. For many patients, even routine medical needs now mean protracted waits, long drives or emergency rooms filling in for primary care.
Expanding physician-training pipelines alone cannot resolve this access gap in the near term. Medical education takes years, residency positions remain constrained, and recruiting clinicians to many communities has proved persistently difficult. In much of the country, the lack of physician capacity is already shaping where and how patients seek care.
At the same time, health care infrastructure already exists in most neighborhoods. The U.S. has more than 300,000 licensed pharmacists practicing in nearly 60,000 community pharmacies. Roughly 90 percent of Americans live within five miles of a pharmacy. These are physical health care sites that do not need to be built, staffed or licensed -- they are already operating, with extended hours and walk-in access.
Pharmacist education includes patient assessment, differential diagnosis, laboratory testing, drug administration and prescribing. But outdated statutes often limit pharmacists to testing without treatment or require referral even when clinical care is straightforward and well established. Some state legislatures are considering proposals to modernize these laws and expand access to care. Yet pharmacists in many states remain legally prohibited from providing care they are trained to deliver.
This gap is most visible in conditions that frequently drive urgent care and emergency department utilization. In places with modern practice laws, pharmacists diagnose and treat uncomplicated urinary tract infections, influenza, strep throat and covid-19 -- the same conditions that now account for millions of urgent care and emergency visits each year. When treatment can be provided immediately at the pharmacy counter, patients avoid unnecessary escalation and hospitals preserve capacity for more complex cases.
Pharmacist prescribing authority also improves access to preventive and some chronic disease services, including smoking cessation therapy and cardiovascular disease. These are not peripheral services. They are among the most common and costly drivers of long-term morbidity, and they require frequent monitoring, medication adjustment and patient follow-up -- precisely the kind of access community pharmacies are well positioned to provide.
The need for expanded access is especially clear at the state level. South Carolina is projected to face a shortage of more than 3,200 physicians by 2030, including more than 800 in primary care. Forty-one of the state's 46 counties are designated Health Professional Shortage Areas, and the physician-to-population ratio is approximately 23 percent worse than the national average. Similar dynamics are emerging in many states where appointment backlogs, hospital closures and workforce attrition are converging.
Some states have already modernized how pharmacy practice is regulated. Idaho and Iowa shifted away from rigid task-based statutes and toward a standard-of-care regulatory model, the same framework that governs physicians and nurse practitioners. Under standard of care, clinicians are authorized to provide services consistent with their education, training and experience. They remain fully accountable to licensing boards and the courts when they fail to meet professional expectations. Oversight is not reduced; it is applied through clinical judgment rather than static permission lists.
This approach does not turn pharmacists into physicians, nor does it eliminate referral or collaboration. It allows pharmacists to practice to the full extent of their training while preserving the ability to escalate when conditions require physician management. It also aligns pharmacy rules with how every other clinical profession is already regulated.
Federal and state policymakers are making progress. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services' new Rural Health Transformation Program explicitly rewards states that modernize scope-of-practice laws, including pharmacist prescribing authority. Momentum is also building at the local level. South Carolina is considering a proposal to authorize pharmacists to prescribe medications for certain conditions. New Hampshire lawmakers are attempting to modernize pharmacist prescribing authority statewide. These reforms are gaining support because they offer a practical bipartisan way to expand access using the workforce and facilities already in place.
States do not need to invent a new health care delivery model to ensure more Americans have access to timely treatment. A clear and proven framework already exists: Modernize outdated practice laws, allow pharmacists to diagnose and prescribe within their education and training, and let existing health care infrastructure operate at full capacity. Doing so would expand entry points into care, reduce unnecessary emergency room use and help close the widening gap in American primary care.
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The Post's View
The Trump Justice Department's most abusive stunt yet
The failed attempt to indict Democratic lawmakers for constitutionally protected speech is a new low.

Sens. Elissa Slotkin (D-Michigan) and Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona) on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-12
The Trump administration has tried to use the criminal justice system to attack or intimidate political adversaries in all kinds of ways. It brought flimsy cases against former FBI director James B. Comey and New York Attorney General Letitia James (D), both of which have been thrown out. It took up a bogus criminal referral for Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell, which seems to have backfired politically.
But the news this week that prosecutors sought grand-jury indictments against six Democratic lawmakers over a political video stands out as the most flagrant abuse yet of the administration's criminal-legal powers. This is the weaponization of the Justice Department against sitting members of the opposition party in Congress and an attempt to criminalize political speech plainly protected by the First Amendment.
The two senators and four House members recorded an online video in November suggesting that members of the military and intelligence services disobey "illegal orders." The video prompted Trump to declare, "Each one of these traitors to our Country should be ARRESTED AND PUT ON TRIAL."
No one in the Justice Department these days has the standing or courage to effectively talk the president down from self-defeating or lawless commands, so prosecutors tried to do Trump's bidding. The FBI started investigating the lawmakers last year, and news broke on Tuesday that prosecutors in the office of U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro tried to charge them with felonies, only to be rebuffed by a D.C. grand jury. The government reportedly tried to use a law banning efforts to "interfere" with "the loyalty, morale or discipline" of members of the armed forces.
Whatever the scope of that law, it would obviously violate the First Amendment if it criminalized political speech urging members of the military not to break the law. The politicians were careful in the video not to urge disobedience of any specific order, but of illegal orders in the abstract.
While soldiers can ignore commands to do something obviously illegal, orders need to be presumed lawful for the chain of command to function. The video could be interpreted as inviting members of the military to second-guess their superiors, and that set off the Trump administration.
But political provocation isn't a crime. Members of Congress need to be able to criticize the executive branch's use of the military. The Constitution's speech or debate clause gives them additional protection. Clearly part of the video's insinuation was that the Trump administration had acted illegally by deploying the National Guard to U.S. cities or bombing alleged drug boats off Venezuela's coast. Prosecuting members of Congress and potentially imprisoning them for their advocacy would chill such criticism.
Republicans in Congress made hay -- understandably so -- about the scope of the Biden Justice Department's subpoenas for their phone records as part of the investigation into Jan. 6, 2021. Liberal legal mandarins mostly scoffed at those GOP complaints, which gives them less credibility to complain about this egregious executive attack on the legislative branch.
The grand jury's rejection of the charges is a very rare occurrence and a testament to the preposterousness of the legal case. But it's not necessarily a testament to the sturdiness of grand juries as a legal check. The District, where federal prosecutors sought the indictments, is the bluest in the country; a grand jury of a different political hue might have given prosecutors the go-ahead.
Trump's abuse of the legal system in this case has accomplished nothing except embarrassment for his Justice Department and notoriety for his targets. But what goes around tends to come around, and don't be surprised if a future Democratic administration tries a similar stunt against congressional Republicans with a friendly jury pool and greater effect.
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Letters to the Editor
A welcome step back from the precipice of nuclear weapons competition
Plus, readers on retirement and aging, the National Symphony Orchestra and American history.

(Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-02-11
Regarding the Feb. 6 news article "Trump calls for new accord after nuclear arms limitation treaty with Russia expires":
President Donald Trump's commitment to "work on a new, improved, and modernized [New START] Treaty that can last long into the future" is a welcome step back from the precipice of renewed nuclear weapons competition with Russia.
Both sides now have an opportunity to jettison outdated or costly weapon systems that serve no strategic role in the post-Cold War era. One tempting target for cutbacks by the United States is the incredibly expensive and unnecessary replacement of 400 Minuteman III ICBMs with a gold-plated Sentinel missile system, whose price tag has gone through the roof at $140.9 billion. The Air Force has conceded that the legacy Minuteman III missiles will retain their deterrence effectiveness past 2050 -- a full 24 years and six presidential elections from today.
Consequently, the U.S. should suspend Sentinel deployment while the proposed negotiations continue. This hiatus would permit the U.S. to engage with Russia in needed deliberations over the use and abuse of nuclear arms and to extend these deliberations at a certain point to China.
Robert Rudney, Washington
The writer is a retired senior adviser in the Department of the Air Force.
I happened to be in Savannah when I read George F. Will's Feb. 8 op-ed, "A federal judge schools chaotic Kristi L. Noem," which described the homeland security secretary's startlingly negative image of Haitians. Will corrected the record with examples of Haitian refugees legally in the United States.
Then, while walking our dog, I read a piece of history I was unaware of. In one of Savannah's many city squares, there is a statue of fighting men with this inscription:
"The largest unit of soldiers of African descent who fought in the American Revolution was the brave 'Les Chasseurs Volontaires de Saint Domingue' from Haiti. This regiment consisted of free men who volunteered for a campaign to capture Savannah from the British in 1779. Their sacrifice reminds us that men of African descent were also present on many other battlefields during the Revolution."
Robert Pokras, Silver Spring
Margaret Spellings, a former education secretary, was quoted in the Feb. 9 front-page article "Dr. Oz wants you to delay retiring. Not everyone can." as saying: "I think people who retire too early are boring, boring, boring. They play pickleball and have nothing to do." Spellings needs an update on modern retirement.
I left full-time work well over a decade ago. This enabled me to scale back to part-time work in a challenging job, create a course in my area of expertise and teach it abroad, and travel to remote locations as an international election observer. To indulge my love of classical music, I volunteered at a performing arts venue and chaired the board of a small arts organization. Best of all, I played pickleball -- a lot of it. Pickleball helped me build muscle and bone mass, improve hand-eye coordination and flexibility, and, best of all, introduced me to a slew of new friends.
There's nothing boring about better health. Without it, you're unable to do "interesting" things.
Mary Kruger, Alexandria
Dana Milbank's Feb. 2 Health column, "These older adults found a way to slow aging process: Just say yes," spotlighted the significant contributions older adult volunteers make to their country and communities. We all continue to learn, develop and change throughout our lives.
Yet, volunteerism isn't an option for every older adult. That's because millions of retirement-age Americans are still working in paid jobs simply to make ends meet. The Census Bureau's latest data show that the supplemental poverty measure continues to rise among older adults, reaching 15 percent in 2024.
For these older Americans, the Senior Community Service Employment Program can be a lifesaver. That Labor Department program helps unemployed, low-income older adults gain work experience, learn skills and find in-demand jobs through community service. AmeriCorps Seniors also is investing in older workers through a National Council on Aging demonstration program that is creating a pathway to health care jobs in West Virginia. Both programs allow older adults to contribute to their communities while earning much-needed income.
Whether working or volunteering, we all can agree that our ability to give back doesn't fade with age.
Maura Porcelli, Arlington
The writer is senior director of workforce at the National Council on Aging.
Philip Kennicott's Feb. 7 Style column, "At a broken Kennedy Center, the National Symphony begins a new journey," about the National Symphony's performance of Shostakovich's Symphony No. 8, was one of the most gripping in memory. One can scarcely imagine a more fitting rendition by an ensemble facing a forced departure than a wartime piece of music.
The situation becomes even more poignant in contrast with the NSO's previous exit from the Kennedy Center for the remodeling of the Concert Hall in the 1990s. The final program concluded with the full score of Ravel's lush "Daphnis and Chloe." I sang in the chorus, joining in the otherworldly sounds. Backstage after the performance, a couple of players sported hard hats. It was a happy, planned departure in anticipation of what indeed proved to be a timely, happy return.
David Peyton, Christiansted, St. Croix
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Cartoon by Lisa Benson
Lisa Benson cartoon on Democrats and Republicans negotiating a stopgap spending bill.

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)


By Lisa Benson | 2026-02-11

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Colder through Friday, then briefly mild ahead of Sunday storm
Sunday's storm could start as a short period of wintry mix, but it's mostly a rain event. 

The Walk for Peace on Wednesday. (Becca Hanby/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-02-12
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Chillier again today. Highs make the mid-30s to low 40s, but gusty winds make it feel about 10 degrees colder much of the time despite a good deal of sun.
What's next? Still cool Friday, then warmer Saturday. Sunday storm may have some mix to start, but it'll be mainly rain ahead of a warmer surge next week.




Confidence is increasing in a sustained thaw next week, with highs in the 50s most days and possibly higher.
The average forecast of a computer model blend suggests highs approaching or surpassing 50 Monday through Saturday. Wednesday and Thursday are projected to be the warmest days, with highs approaching 60.

Predicted highs and lows over the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell)


Some individual models indicate highs could even make a run at 70 between Wednesday and Friday. Regardless, expect most of the "snowcrete" to have melted by this time next week, although patches may remain in shaded areas, and piles may take many more weeks to go away.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Pretty standard wintry conditions. Nothing to write home about for mid-February. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Mostly cloudy skies, with a few snow flurries, give way to increasing afternoon sunshine. Highs range from the mid-30s well north and west to near or above 40 in D.C. Winds out of the northwest gust up to 25 or 30 mph. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Mostly clear conditions persist. Temperatures dip through the 20s to lows around 20 to 25 by dawn. Winds subside a bit through the night but still gust around 10 mph toward morning. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine rules and winds are lighter, making it a bit more comfortable than today even with it still being on the cold side. Mainly upper 30s and low 40s during the afternoon. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: More mostly clear skies. Lows range about 25 to 30. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Feeling a little springlike on Saturday, if you can ignore the snow still lingering far past its welcome. Highs about 50 to 55 with some increase in clouds after a sunny morning. Confidence: Medium
On Sunday a storm moves into the area. It could briefly bring a wintry mix to start, especially north and west of the Beltway, but it's almost entirely rain. Highs about 40 to 45. Looking at about half an inch or so, for now. Confidence: Medium
Temperatures bounce back up to the upper 40s or near 50 by Monday, then plenty of 50s through midweek. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 1/10 (-): With a storm around and a little cold air, we can't totally give up on the chance, but it's a very poor one.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 2006, 6 to 20-plus inches of snow fell in the Washington region. Where I lived in Northwest Washington, near the Van Ness Metro station, I measured about 11 inches after heavy snow accompanied by lightning and thunder. Reagan National Airport received 8.8 inches (the storm spanned two days, Saturday night into Sunday morning, Feb. 11 and 12).
"The first big-league storm of an otherwise temperate winter dumped heavy, wet snow on metropolitan Washington," The Washington Post reported. "It was the kind of snow that was great for making snowballs and for sledding -- and for sending tree limbs crashing into power lines."
"The storm not only lived up to expectations, but in many areas exceeded them by the time it exited," wrote Dan Stillman on CapitalWeather.com, the independent website that was folded into The Post as the Capital Weather Gang two years later. The storm brought a record 26.9 inches to New York City.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 48.
	Average low: 31.
	Record high: 74 (1999).
	Record low: 4 (1899).
	Record precipitation: 1.37 inches (1985).
	Record snowfall: 7.0 inches (1899).

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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The Optimist
Teen grabs kayak, paddles through icy pond to rescue neighborhood dog 
"I'm here buddy," Hugh Pinneo, 18, said to the struggling dog as he rescued him. "You're scared, I'm scared, too."




By Sydney Page | 2026-02-12

Virginia teen Hugh Pinneo paddled across an icy Chesapeake pond Feb. 6 to rescue his neighbor's dog from drowning.


Hugh Pinneo had just gotten home from high school and was dozing on the couch when his mother's screams jolted him awake.
"I think there's a dog drowning in the pond!" she shouted.
Pinneo, 18, rushed to a window and saw a dog struggling to stay afloat on the partially frozen pond behind their home in Chesapeake, Virginia. The top of the dog's head was covered in ice as he flailed in the pond, which is about 20 feet deep.
Pinneo, a senior at Grassfield High School, threw on a jacket and shoes, and ran outside.
"My instinct kicked in, and I was like, 'I've got to go save that dog,'" Pinneo said.
He grabbed a kayak from his backyard and sprinted to the pond, which is about an eighth of a mile long and 200 feet wide, he said. His mother handed him a paddle as he headed into the frigid water.
"I had to rush out into the water," Pinneo said. "I was going really fast."

Bernard struggles to stay afloat in a pond in Chesapeake, Virginia., before Hugh Pinneo, 18, rescued him. (Hugh Pinneo)


The temperature that afternoon, this past Friday, was around 39 degrees. Pinneo paddled across the half-frozen pond to reach the pup, who was still struggling. Pinneo's first attempt to lift the animal failed.
"I got you, I got you," Pinneo reassured the dog. "It's okay."
Pinneo kept trying and managed to lift the pup -- which he believes weighs about 35 pounds -- by his fur and onto the kayak.
"I'm going to lift you, okay?" Pinneo said in a video of the rescue, his voice sounding short of breath.
The rescue was captured from Pinneo's perspective, as he was wearing Meta smart glasses, which he used to take a hands-free video.

Pinneo reaches for the dog. (Hugh Pinneo)


"I just wanted to have a video because maybe in the future I'd look back and think that was a cool thing I did," Pinneo said.
The dog's owner was outside during the rescue, near the edge of the pond and a few houses down, and Pinneo yelled out asking for the dog's name. The person responded, "Bernard."

Bernard after Pinneo pulled him onto the kayak. (Hugh Pinneo)


Pinneo said the dog was quivering on the kayak, so he took off his coat and wrapped it around the pup. He was left wearing just a T-shirt.
"I was like, 'He needs to get something on him,'" Pinneo said, explaining that he was so focused on Bernard that he hardly registered the cold. "I think it was just adrenaline running and my blood rushing that kept me warm the whole time."

Pinneo covers Bernard to try to warm him. (Hugh Pinneo)


Pinneo said he isn't sure how long the dog was treading water or how he got out there in the first place.
"I would have guessed he was out there for quite a long time," Pinneo said. "I wasn't sure how much longer he had left in the water."

The dog was shivering uncontrollably when Pinneo rescued him. (Hugh Pinneo)


As Pinneo paddled toward the shore, breaking through sheets of ice with his paddle, he kept reassuring the frightened animal.
"I know, buddy, I know," he repeated. "It's okay."
"You're cold, I know ... I'm here buddy," Pinneo said to the dog. "You're scared, I'm scared, too."
Once they got out of the kayak, Pinneo's mother placed the dog on a leash she had and brought Bernard to the front of the house to reunite with his owner on the street.
"My mom said the owner was very thankful," Pinneo said, noting that the owners called the fire department and animal control before Pinneo went out with his kayak.
Several fire trucks, first-responder vehicles and an animal-control truck arrived shortly after the rescue.
"I don't know if it would have been in time," Pinneo said.
Pinneo said he and his family do not know the owner, but they believe he lives in the neighborhood.
Before changing out of his wet, cold clothes, Pinneo said he took some deep breaths.
"I kind of just took a minute to sit there and thank God that nothing bad happened," Pinneo said. "I was glad I was able to save the dog."
Though he doesn't typically post on social media, Pinneo said, he decided to share his three-part rescue video, and it went viral -- which was the last thing he expected. WAVY-TV picked up the story.
"To see all the positive feedback everyone is giving me on social media and all the love they're giving, I'm really grateful for that," Pinneo said. "I think people are really happy to see that the dog is safe."

Pinneo with his own dogs, Ace, left, and Norah. (Family photo)


Pinneo, who has two dogs and a cat at home, described himself as an "on and off" dog and cat person.
"But I think now I'm definitely a dog person," he said.
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Maryland
Alleged Maryland school shooter hid gun in his backyard, prosecutor says
Authorities say police recovered a "ghost gun" while investigating the shooting that injured a 16-year-old Wootton High School student.

Students leave Thomas S. Wootton High School on Monday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


By Dan Morse, Juan Benn Jr. | 2026-02-12
The 16-year-old Maryland high school student accused of shooting a classmate ran home afterward and tried to hide an untraceable "ghost gun" in the backyard, a prosecutor said in court Wednesday.
The teen, charged as an adult with attempted second-degree murder, was ordered held without bond, as more details were revealed about the Monday shooting at Thomas S. Wootton High School in Montgomery County. The victim, who is also 16, suffered "very serious injuries" and "is still undergoing surgery," said Assistant State's Attorney Kimberly Cissel.
"We are all extremely lucky that the defendant doesn't stand here charged with the most serious of crimes, given his actions on that day," Cissel said.
The prosecutor also spoke to the terror felt inside Wootton High after at least one gunshot rang out and the school was placed on lockdown.
"Students, teachers, employees [were] unaware if this was an active shooter situation or not," Cissel said. "That trauma is also something that his actions caused."
Police were called to the school, which sits a little more than a mile west of downtown Rockville, around 2:15 p.m. Monday. Patrol officers rushed into the school and found the victim in a hallway and began treating him. A SWAT team arrived to make a methodical search of the school for shooters, finding none.
Authorities have described the suspect and victim as acquaintances but have not said what led to the shooting. Earlier in the day, they said, the suspect pointed his gun at another student, a 15-year-old girl. She was not physically injured.
"He basically told her it's fake and tried to minimize it," Cissel said.
The Washington Post generally does not identify juveniles charged in crimes unless it becomes clear that they will be tried as an adult.
Assistant Public Defender Brett Lonker, who represented the teen in court Wednesday, said his office already has started the process of trying to transfer the case to juvenile court, where proceedings are designed to be confidential.
Lonker said the teen is presumed innocent and many details in the case are not known. He also said the teen might not have been "the initial aggressor in this."
"This does boil down to a contained situation between two people," he said.
Lonker said his client does not appear to have a juvenile record and asked that he be transferred to a locked juvenile facility.
District Judge Michael Glynn declined the request, and said the allegations outlined against the teen indicated he made conscious decisions to bring a loaded gun school and use it.
Cissel said that just before the shooting, the suspect sent a text asking another student to bring his bag, which contained the gun. After the shooting, Cissel said, the teen tried to hide the weapon behind his home. It was later found by police.
The term "ghost gun" is used to describe weapons assembled from parts that don't have serial numbers and cannot be traced. Rockville Police Chief Jason West said the gun is important in the case.

Buses transport students off the school grounds. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


"We know that those types of firearms -- they're very difficult to trace, if we can do that at all," West said. "Part of our investigation will include: Where did that firearm come from? How did that student come into possession of that firearm, and how did it get into the school?"
The teen faces a slate of other charges, including two first-degree assault counts and seven weapons charges, according to Wednesday's hearing.
West praised the actions of the first officers to arrive at Wootton, who came from the Rockville and Montgomery County police departments and the county sheriff's office.
"They acted without hesitation," he said. "They used their training based on the active shooter protocol. They did not wait in the parking lot. They did not wait for backup. They made entry to save and preserve lives."
Thomas Taylor, superintendent of Montgomery County Public Schools, said Monday that the district recently announced a pilot program to study AI-powered weapons detection systems at three high schools. "There's still a lot for us to learn about weapons detection and how it can best serve our community," he said, adding that "there's an urgency to at least explore every option."
Wootton was not one of the initial schools in the pilot.
In a message to families Tuesday, Taylor and Montgomery school board president Grace Rivera-Oven said the district was providing aid to students, staff and families after the shooting.
"The safety and well-being of every student and staff member is our highest priority," they wrote. "We continue to work closely with law enforcement, mental health professionals, and community partners to protect our students and ensure our schools remain places where students can learn, grow and thrive."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
U.S. Marshals Service member fatally shoots man in D.C., officials say 
The Wednesday afternoon occurred as officers were responding to a call about an armed robbery at a convenience store in Northeast Washington, according to a spokesman for the federal agency.

A member of the U.S. Marshal Service fatally shot a man in Northeast Washington on Wednesday. Authorities said the man had brandished a weapon. (Juan Benn Jr./The Washington Post)


By Peter Hermann, Juan Benn Jr. | 2026-02-12
A member of the U.S. Marshals Service fatally shot a man Wednesday afternoon after responding to a call about an armed robbery at a convenience store in Northeast Washington, according to a spokesman for the federal agency.
The spokesman, Brady McCarron, said the robbery suspect got out of a vehicle with a gun "pointed right at us," and an agent fired. He said man, who authorities have not publicly identified, died at the scene.
The shooting occurred shortly before 2:30 p.m. in the 3700 block of Hayes Street NE, outside the Cesar Chavez Public Charter Schools for Public Policy in the Mayfair neighborhood, along D.C. Route 295, near Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens.
Students were on campus at the time of the shooting, leading administrators to put the building on lockdown and order those onsite to hold in place, Cesar Chavez Executive Director Sanjay Mitchell wrote in a letter to parents. No students or staff were hurt, he added. After checking with police, administrators lifted the lockdown to start a staggered dismissal at 3:15 p.m., Mitchell said. All after-school programs were suspended for the day.
McCarron said agents with the Marshals Service had been teamed up with U.S. Park Police officers as part of a surge of federal law enforcement in the District. They were near the convenience store when the call about the robbery came out, he said. U.S. Marshals typically search for wanted fugitives.
President Donald Trump declared a crime emergency in D.C. in August, seizing temporary control of the local police department, surging federal agents and deploying the National Guard to city streets. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) subsequently ordered indefinite coordination between the city and federal law enforcement officials.
The crime scene in Northeast D.C. was a street lined with small snowbanks from last month's winter storm. Investigators had placed 20 yellow evidence markers on the ground, near a damaged silver Honda minivan.
Timothy Green, 47, said he was working from his home office one block away when he heard five to six gunshots. The neighborhood, he said, has grown quiet over the five years he's lived here.
"It used to be real tough and violent," Green said. "But it's basically turned into the suburbs now. ... That's why I was surprised that I was hearing gunshots over here."
Jonathan Edwards and Olivia George contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Staying less chilly ahead of Sunday storm chance; even warmer next week
We should get to the 40s again today, but a gusty breeze adds an extra chill.

The Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge on Friday. (chasingmailboxes/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston | 2026-02-11
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Some clouds mix with stars tonight as colder air returns. Mid-20s to near 30 for lows, with gusts making it feel up to 10 degrees colder.
What's next? On the windy side tomorrow and a little colder. Plenty of sun Friday and Saturday, with a good shot at 50 degrees Saturday. A storm system could bring a wintry mix and/or rain on Sunday, or it could miss.

(Pivotal Weather/Capital Weather Gang)


We don't yet know all the details of how the potential weekend storm will play out, but we can say the following:
	The timing of any precipitation in the D.C. area should be sometime between Sunday morning and Monday morning.
	Confidence remains low as to if this storm douses the region with an extended period of moderate to heavy precipitation, if there will be a brief period of snow or wintry mix, if it only grazes the area with lighter precipitation, or if it misses to the south.
	Confidence is increasing that temperatures at ground level will be above freezing while precipitation is falling, perhaps even rising into the 40s. So the chances of any impactful wintry accumulation are fairly low.

Model forecasts range from an inch or more of liquid precipitation to no precipitation with the storm veering south of our region. It's still too early to pick a favorite, but we may have a better idea by midday Thursday.
Comparatively mild readings in the area this morning have already jumped into the 40s as a weak cold front passes by. It follows an above-freezing night.

(Ian Livingston)


The low of 36 at Reagan National Airport was the warmest since 38 on Jan. 22, almost three weeks ago. It also only dipped to 36 at Dulles International Airport, and it was a bit chillier -- or 33 -- at Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport.
It comes on the heels of Tuesday's 46 for a high, the warmest since Jan. 23. The average high for the date is 47.
"Snowcrete" -- the mix of snow, sleet and ice -- will remain stubborn despite more temperate readings. Highs in the mid- and upper 40s today get knocked back the next few, but a stretch of warmer air still looms for parts of the weekend and much of next week.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Continued breezes from the northwest this evening and overnight. Otherwise partly cloudy and trending a bit colder with lows in the mid-20s to near 30. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Partly sunny and windy again. Temperatures run a little colder, too, with highs in the upper 30s to mid-40s. Winds from the northwest gust 25 to 30 mph, helping it feel more like 20s to 30s through the day. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Mostly clear with lighter winds. Lows range through the 20s. Confidence: High
A look ahead
High pressure is in control Friday and Saturday. That means mostly sunny skies and light winds. Friday is still on the chilly side, with highs in the upper 30s to mid-40s, then warmer Saturday highs in the upper 40s to low 50s. Friday night and Saturday night lows dip to the upper 20s to low 30s. Confidence: Medium-High
A storm system could bring precipitation sometime between Sunday morning and Monday morning. Most models show either a wintry mix fairly quickly changing to rain, just rain, or a miss to our south. Sunday highs should reach the 40s. Confidence: Low
Warmer highs in the 50s seem likely much of next week, with some days maybe even near 60!
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: At this point, got to give any day in the 40s a decent score. But can't go any higher given the return of a gusty breeze. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 1/10 (-): If there is any snow with the Sunday system, it doesn't look like much.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this day in 1983, a historic snowstorm swept up the Eastern Seaboard, burying an area from Virginia to New England under a deep blanket of snow. Washington's southern and eastern suburbs recorded 15 to 20 inches of snow, while 20 to 30 inches fell in the northern and western suburbs.
By Feb. 12, Reagan National Airport received 16.6 inches of snow (16.4 inches fell on Feb. 11, a calendar-day record), while 22.8 inches was recorded at both BWI and Dulles airports. Winds gusting over 25 mph created drifts up to 5 feet.
Many observers, particularly in the Maryland suburbs, reported several episodes of lightning and thunder. The snowstorm ranks as D.C.'s eighth greatest on record.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 47.
	Average low: 31.
	Record high: 76 (1932).
	Record low: minus-15 (1899).
	Record precipitation: 1.91 inches (1983).
	Record snowfall: 16.4 inches (1983).

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/02/11/dc-weather-live-updates-melting-sunday-storm/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post technology news.


      
        See ChatGPT's hidden bias about your state or city
        Geoffrey A. Fowler, Kevin Schaul

        Researchers uncovered hidden biases in ChatGPT's assessment of people from different places. See how the chatbot ranked your city, state or country.

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



See ChatGPT's hidden bias about your state or city
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/interactive/2026/see-chatgpts-hidden-bias-about-your-state-or-city/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      The Washington Post's national news coverage. Get the latest national news, featuring national security, science and the courts. Read breaking national news headlines from across the U.S.


      
        For these clergy, Trump's immigration blitz became a call to action
        Michelle Boorstein

        Jewish leaders at a D.C. conference learned how to take on more prominent roles protesting ICE operations in their communities.

      

      
        Police release man detained for questioning in Guthrie disappearance
        Praveena Somasundaram, Daniel Wu, Leo Sands

        Investigators on Tuesday released images of an "armed individual" appearing to tamper with the camera at Guthrie's door in Tucson the morning she went missing.

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National
For these clergy, Trump's immigration blitz became a call to action
Jewish leaders at a D.C. conference learned how to take on more prominent roles protesting ICE operations in their communities.

Rabbis and cantors gather in prayer during a training in D.C. this week that taught them how to stand up for democratic values and resist authoritarian actions. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington)


By Michelle Boorstein | 2026-02-12
If clergy are usually more priest or more prophet, Rabbi Darby Leigh saw himself as priest. Someone whose main calling was pastoral, helping teens prepare for bar mitzvahs, comforting congregants in hospice, bearing witness to intimate moments.
Then came Minneapolis.
The massive ICE crackdown there -- with its stories of federal law enforcement shooting U.S. citizens, separating families and deporting undocumented people, even those trying to go through legal channels -- led Leigh to feel called in a new way, to go to Minnesota and join the opposition. He didn't end up doing it. But some of his congregants began pushing: What are we doing? How are we defending democratic norms?
"Historically, I had the idea I was leading the way to a better future. I was a kind of 'active,'" he said. "But in the moment we're in, I'm coming to a new realization. They say faith leaders' job is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. This moment needs all of us to say: I'm willing to be a bit more uncomfortable."

Rabbi Darby Leigh in Washington this week. "This moment needs all of us to say: I'm willing to be a bit more uncomfortable." (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


That call to become more visible, more confrontational, more activist brought Leigh this week from his Concord, Massachusetts, synagogue to a three-day training at the D.C. synagogue Adas Israel. There, he and more than 140 rabbis and cantors from around the country heard lectures about the historic role of clergy in opposing authoritarianism, studied concrete organizing tools such as boycotts and walkouts, and how to build relationships with local sheriffs. And they prayed.
They broke into groups to discuss what, specifically, they would do if U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement came to their community. With reports that Massachusetts is preparing for a potential ICE surge, for Leigh the exercises didn't feel purely hypothetical.
While religious leaders have always played roles in advocacy movements, polls show their moral authority has weakened in recent decades. The intensity of the U.S. political climate -- and the debate over President Donald Trump's immigration policy, in particular -- has pushed clergy from various faiths into more public roles.
Last month, Catholic bishops said America's moral standing is being thrown into question by its use or threats of military force. In October, a Chicago priest protesting outside an ICE facility was struck in the head with a pepper ball and sprayed in the face. In North Carolina this week, Bishop William J. Barber II, a prominent progressive pastor, is leading a three-day, 50-mile march to push for better wages and immigrant rights.
The Jewish clergy gathering in D.C. was organized by T'ruah, a progressive group that trains clergy and advocates on human rights issues. An event of some kind was planned when Trump was reelected, but the content and a focus on ICE and authoritarianism came together more recently, Rabbi Jill Jacobs, the chief executive of T'ruah, told The Washington Post.
"Our collective moral voices are more important than ever," Jacobs told the group as the event opened Monday night. "When political leadership assaults us day in and day out with lies, with cruel policies and with a degradation of human dignity, religious moral voices are the ones that can stand up to insist on what is true and what is just."

Jewish leaders gather in Washington. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)



Rabbi Isaac Serotta raises his hand during a panel that focused on protesting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement operations. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


Speakers told the clergy this week to be prepared for difficult decisions about how to respond to an ICE surge. Michaela Brown, a Minneapolis rabbi, said she wanted to share lessons from her experience, "so that you, too, can meet the moments that will inevitably present themselves to you in due time."
Among Brown's lessons: Make sure you and your congregants know your neighbors. Be aware of what skills you have and do not have. If you're not experienced in de-escalation techniques, avoid getting involved in volatile protests. Work to widen your circle of allies -- whether that means other Jews you previously broke with over Israel, for example, or Christians whom you might disagree with on abortion or trans rights.
"Our goal is to turn enemies into allies, not to crush them," Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, a prominent New York human rights activist, told the gathering.
At times during the conference, Leigh felt daunted. In one breakout session, he and other clergy around a round table were asked how they would respond if voting locations became federally managed. Trump has repeatedly called for this in recent weeks.
"As faith leaders, how can we stop that? Like a federal takeover of elections, or Trump second-guessing voting," Leigh said to his group. "What's a faith leader's role in that?"

The training taught Jewish leaders practical methods for nonviolent resistance. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


It's not like Leigh, 53, hasn't been active -- in a different way. Born deaf, he has co-written several books on spiritual and religious support for people with disabilities. He went to the Women's March in Boston in 2016. He has spoken to his congregation about LGBTQ+ rights and women's rights.
During the conference, Leigh said he was buoyed by the tools he was learning about: Focus on relationship-building with other faith groups that have already been working on things like creating a food distribution system in case people are stranded in their homes by an ICE surge. Don't be overwhelmed into inertia.
Shoshana Perry, 66, a rabbi of a 200-family synagogue in Massachusetts near the border with New Hampshire, also came to the conference looking to expand her activism. She has frequently attended a small vigil outside an ICE facility in Burlington, Massachusetts, spoken on climate action and helped migrants settle in her area. But her work in recent months, she said, is "the most physically activist I've ever been."

"People say rabbis shouldn't be political. The Torah is filled with politics," said Rabbi Shoshana Perry. (Maansi Srivastava/For The Washington Post)


She knows that views about immigration vary in her congregation, and came to D.C. to hear about strategies for how to balance the political and the pastoral.
"How do I engage with congregants who may not see this the way I do? Do they feel you're not still their rabbi? Am I willing to risk those relationships?" she told The Post between sessions. "People say rabbis shouldn't be political. The Torah is filled with politics. Judaism has never been apolitical. It's always been spiritual, pastoral and political."
On Tuesday evening, Leigh said he was gaining confidence that he would be more prepared to lead his congregation if ICE came in force to the Boston area. But he was nervous about the final event of the conference -- a protest planned for Wednesday afternoon outside ICE's headquarters in D.C. Joining the T'ruah clergy would be people from 60 other Jewish co-sponsoring organizations.
Leigh had initially decided not to go to the protest, daunted by the possibility of being in a big crowd, unable to hear directions and surrounded by people wearing masks that might prevent him from lip-reading. But after going through the training, he changed his mind.
"I felt, at what point am I going to say everyone is taking a risk. My risk is a bit different. But at what point am I going to stand up?" he told The Post. "I think I'm called to show up more. We all are. If we care about democracy, Judaism, humanity, the way our neighbors are being treated, we are all being asked not to be bystanders. This is a practice-what-you-preach moment."

Members of the Jewish faith protest outside ICE headquarters in D.C. on Wednesday. (Michelle Boorstein/The Washington Post)


By Wednesday afternoon, Leigh was standing outside ICE headquarters in Southwest Washington, near L'Enfant Plaza, surrounded by hundreds of other protesters. He wore a baseball cap and held a sign. "I do not consent," read one side, in purple lettering. "Pharoah doesn't win," read the other side, in red.
All around him, rabbis in prayer shawls and winter coats were holding signs, blowing shofars and chanting prayers. Someone started a chant from Hebrew scripture that commands Jews not to stand by when their neighbor is in danger.
"Shame!" one of the speakers said. Someone playing a drum began a beat as the crowd started to chant: "Shame! Shame!" An interpreter conveyed the word to him.
Leigh shot up his hand and began to chant.
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National
Police release man detained for questioning in Guthrie disappearance
Investigators on Tuesday released images of an "armed individual" appearing to tamper with the camera at Guthrie's door in Tucson the morning she went missing.




By Praveena Somasundaram, Daniel Wu, Leo Sands | 2026-02-11

The FBI has released videos from a surveillance camera that show an "armed individual" in relation to the Nancy Guthrie kidnapping case.


Authorities investigating Nancy Guthrie's abduction said Wednesday that they have released a man they detained a day earlier,  following a burst of activity in the search for the 84-year-old.
The man was detained during a traffic stop south of Tucson and let go without charges, the Pima County Sheriff's Department said. The release follows a sudden flurry of activity in a closely watched case that for more than a week had yielded little apparent progress.
On Tuesday, investigators shared recovered photos and video of an "armed individual" appearing to tamper with a camera at Guthrie's Tucson home. The sheriff's department also said officers conducted a court-authorized search with help from the FBI's Evidence Response Team at a location in Rio Rico, about 60 miles south of Tucson, near the Mexico border.
Early Wednesday, news outlets interviewed a man who said he had been detained and released. Standing outside his Rio Rico home, the man said it was his property that authorities had searched.
"I hope they get the suspect, because I'm not it," the man told CBS News, adding that he does not follow the news and previously had not been aware of the investigation.
The detention, visuals and search marked the first time in days that officials have shared new details since Guthrie, the mother of "Today" anchor Savannah Guthrie, was reported missing by her family on Feb. 1. FBI Director Kash Patel said the photos released Tuesday were "previously inaccessible" and had been recovered recently from "backend systems" with the help of private companies.
Soon after, the FBI released two video clips showing the same person wearing a full face mask and zip-up jacket, with a backpack and gloves. In the first clip, the person raises a gloved hand, appearing to hide their face from view of a camera at Nancy Guthrie's home while using their other hand to tinker with it. In the second, the person walks back toward the front of the home and picks up a piece of a decorative plant, appearing to place it on top of the camera lens, the footage shows.
Authorities previously said a doorbell camera had been disconnected from Nancy Guthrie's home. They asked anyone with information about the person in the materials to contact law enforcement but did not identify the individual as a suspect or person of interest.
Minutes after the photos were released, Savannah Guthrie shared the images on her Instagram page, where she has been posting video messages from herself and her family.
"We believe she is still alive," she wrote of Nancy Guthrie. "Bring her home."

An armed individual is seen outside Nancy Guthrie's home in this photo released by the Pima County Sheriff's Department (Courtesy of Pima County Sheriff's Department)


Savannah Guthrie on Monday appealed directly to the public for the first time for help finding her mother. For more than a week, an expansive law enforcement search, purported ransom letters, support from the White House, "Today" show segments and constant media coverage of the case yielded little information.
The Guthrie family also posted multiple videos, each with a plea to their mother's potential abductor. Speaking directly to the person they believed was keeping their mother from them, the family shared that Nancy Guthrie, 84, was sick and needed her medications to survive. They asked other viewers to pray for her.
In the video released Monday, Savannah Guthrie appeared solo and asked viewers far and wide to report any new information to law enforcement.
"We are at an hour of desperation," she said. "And we need your help."
Local law enforcement and federal agents launched a sprawling search after Nancy Guthrie was reported missing. She was last seen returning home the previous evening around 9:30 or 9:45 p.m. Nanos said early in the investigation that he believed Nancy Guthrie was abducted.
The search grew more harrowing as some news outlets, including TMZ and local TV stations, reported receiving ransom notes claiming to demand money for Nancy Guthrie's release.
In a 22-second video on Feb. 7, Savannah Guthrie and her siblings held hands, again seeming to make a plea to their mother's potential captor.
"We received your message, and we understand," Savannah Guthrie said. "We beg you now to return our mother to us so that we can celebrate with her. This is the only way we will have peace. This is very valuable to us, and we will pay."
In previous videos, they had asked for proof of life and to hear directly from the person holding their mother.
"We want to talk to you, and we are waiting for contact," Camron Guthrie said in a Feb. 5 video.
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Mapping U.S. strikes in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific
An ongoing record of U.S. strikes in the Caribbean and eastern Pacific in the leadup to the attack on Venezuela and apprehension of President Nicolas Maduro.

(Amaya Verde/The Washington Post)


By Amaya Verde, Julia Ledur | 2026-02-11
The U.S. attack on Venezuela and apprehension of President Nicolas Maduro on drug trafficking and other charges was preceded by an escalating pressure campaign against Maduro as the United States built up naval forces in the region, seized oil tankers and destroyed boats that the U.S. alleged were carrying drugs.
U.S. officials have confirmed 38 strikes on suspected drug smugglers in the Caribbean Sea and the eastern Pacific Ocean since the Trump administration launched the operation against alleged traffickers in September. The death toll has risen to at least 129.
So far, 25 of the strikes have occurred in the eastern Pacific and 11 in the Caribbean Sea. The locations of two were not disclosed. "These narco-terrorists have killed more Americans than Al-Qaeda, and they will be treated the same," Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in an October post on X.
President Donald Trump has justified the strikes by saying the United States is in an "armed conflict" with drug cartels. The administration has not provided evidence or further details.
The Trump administration is facing increased scrutiny about its Sept. 2 military strikes on a boat it says was smuggling drugs to the U.S. After the first strike, two survivors were identified, and the Special Operations commander overseeing the attack ordered a second strike to comply with Hegseth's spoken directive before the first strike to kill everybody, people with direct knowledge of the matter told The Post. Trump and the White House have challenged claims that a second strike was undertaken at Hegseth's request.
United Nations experts said the lethal attacks on vessels raise serious concerns about potential international crimes: "These attacks appear to be unlawful killings carried out by order of a Government, without judicial or legal process allowing due process of law."
These are all the strikes announced by the White House and Hegseth since the campaign began in September:
Feb. 9. The U.S. Southern Command said it had conducted a kinetic strike in the eastern Pacific. There were two fatalities and one survivor. SOCOM said it notified the U.S. Coast Guard "to activate the Search and Rescue system for the survivor."
Feb. 5.  A U.S. military strike killed two in the eastern Pacific.
Jan. 23. Two people were dead and one was missing after a "lethal kinetic strike" on a vessel in the eastern Pacific, U.S. Southern Command said.
Dec. 31. The U.S. Southern Command reported an attack against two vessels "along known narco-trafficking routes" but did not provide a location. Five people were killed, it said in a social media post.
Dec. 30. U.S. forces killed three alleged drug smugglers in one of three boats traveling as a convoy in the eastern Pacific Ocean.  Eight people from the two remaining boats jumped overboard, and the U.S. Coast Guard was called in for search-and-rescue, according to the U.S. Southern Command. The search was later called off.
Dec. 29. The U.S. Southern Command said there was an attack against a vessel allegedly operated by "Designated Terrorist Organizations" in the Pacific. Two people were killed.
Dec. 22. The U.S. military conducted a strike against another alleged drug-smuggling boat in the eastern Pacific, killing one person.
Dec. 18. U.S. Southern Command announced that two alleged drug smuggling vessels were struck in the eastern Pacific, raising the death toll to more than 100.
Dec. 17. A strike on an alleged drug boat in the eastern Pacific killed four people. The announcement came a day after Trump ordered a "total and complete blockade" of all sanctioned oil tankers entering or leaving Venezuela.
Dec. 15. U.S. forces killed eight alleged drug smugglers in three separate boat strikes in the eastern Pacific Ocean.
Dec. 4. U.S. Southern Command announced an attack in the eastern Pacific, saying that four males had been killed. The strike was carried out on the same day Adm. Frank M. Bradley attended classified meetings with lawmakers on Capitol Hill as part of an investigation into the U.S. military's first strike on Sept. 2.
Nov. 15. U.S. Southern Command announced an attack in the eastern Pacific, killing three.
Nov. 10. The U.S. military conducted its 20th strike on an alleged drug-trafficking vessel in the Caribbean, killing four.
Nov. 9. Hegseth disclosed on social media an attack in the eastern Pacific had targeted two boats, raising the death toll from Trump's counternarcotics campaign to more than 75.
Nov. 6. The U.S. military carried out a strike, killing three people. "The vessel was trafficking narcotics in the Caribbean and was struck in international waters," Hegseth said.
Nov. 4. A strike on a boat accused of ferrying drugs was conducted in the eastern Pacific the same day an aircraft carrier began heading to the region in a new expansion of military firepower.
Nov. 1. Hegseth said on social media that the U.S. had carried out a lethal strike on a vessel operated by a U.S.-designated terrorist organization in the Caribbean Sea.
Oct. 29. The U.S. military destroyed another vessel in the eastern Pacific, killing four males on board whom Hegseth described as "narco-terrorists."
Oct. 27. The United States carried out three strikes on four vessels suspected of carrying drugs in the eastern Pacific, killing at least 14 people. It marked the campaign's highest toll in a single day.
Oct. 24. Six people were killed overnight in the 10th reported strike on a boat alleged to be involved in drug smuggling in the Caribbean. Hegseth said the operation targeted a vessel carrying members of the Venezuelan Tren de Aragua gang.
Oct. 22. Hegseth announced another lethal strike on a vessel in international waters of the eastern Pacific, killing three men.
Oct. 21. A military strike on a vessel in the eastern Pacific marked an expansion of the Trump administration's deadly counternarcotics campaign that until now focused on suspected trafficking in the Caribbean.
Oct. 17. Hegseth disclosed a strike in the Caribbean alleging that the boat was affiliated with a Colombian guerrilla group known by the initials ELN (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional).
Oct. 16. Trump said the U.S. struck a sixth suspected drug-carrying vessel in the Caribbean, killing two people and leaving two survivors who were on the semisubmersible craft.
Oct. 14. The U.S. military killed six alleged drug smugglers off the coast of Venezuela. Trump said that Hegseth had ordered the strike "under my Standing Authorities as Commander-in-Chief."
Oct. 3. A deadly attack on an alleged drug boat near Venezuela, killing four people. Congress received notification that week that Trump has determined the United States is in "armed conflict" with the drug cartels.
Sept. 19. The U.S. military struck a vessel in international waters overseen by U.S. Southern Command, Trump said. The incident, the third of its kind, killed three people and raised questions about the legality of these attacks.
Sept. 15. The U.S. forces hit another alleged drug boat as the president signaled that his administration was preparing to take military action against Latin American cartels that move narcotics over land.
Sept. 2. The Trump administration began a military campaign targeting suspected drug traffickers with a strike on suspected smugglers in the Caribbean Sea that killed 11 people.
Whitney Juckno and Alvaro Valino contributed to this report.
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Americas
At least 9 killed, many injured in shootings at Canada school and home
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said he was "devastated" by the shootings, which took place at Tumbler Ridge Secondary School in British Columbia and at a residence.

Police tape is set up near Tumbler Ridge Secondary School in British Columbia on Wednesday. (Jesse Boily/AP)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-02-12
At least nine people have been killed and more than two dozen injured in shootings at a school and home in British Columbia, Canadian authorities said. Nina Krieger, minister of public safety for the province, described the shooting at Tumbler Ridge Secondary School as "one of the worst mass shootings in our province's and country's history."
Police received a report of an active shooter at the school about 1:20 p.m. on Tuesday, Royal Canadian Mounted Police said in a statement.
Upon entering the school, police found six people dead inside. A seventh died while being taken to a hospital. A person believed to be the shooter was also found dead with what appeared to be a self-inflicted gunshot wound, authorities said.
Two additional victims were found dead in a home in an incident that is believed to be connected, police said.

Students exit the school after the shooting, in an image taken from video. (Jordon Kosik/AP)


Details about the victims and suspected shooter have not been disclosed, and authorities have asked for patience while they carry out the early stages of the investigation. Emergency responders, major crime units and victim services teams have been deployed to support the investigation, the RCMP said.
"We are not in a place now to be able to understand why, and what may have motivated this tragedy," North District RCMP superintendent Ken Floyd told reporters. He said the shooter was the person described in an alert sent out to the community earlier in the day. The alert described the suspect as a "female in a dress with brown hair," according to media reports.
In a news conference, British Columbia Premier David Eby called the event an "unimaginable tragedy." He said that some injuries from the school shooting were "profoundly serious" and some "more minor." Two people were airlifted with life-threatening injuries, and about 25 others are being treated for non-life-threatening injuries, police said.
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said he was "devastated" by the shootings. "My prayers and deepest condolences are with the families and friends who have lost loved ones to these horrific acts of violence," he said in a post on X. 
"I join Canadians in grieving with those whose lives have been changed irreversibly today, and in gratitude for the courage and selflessness of the first responders who risked their lives to protect their fellow citizens," he said. "Our ability to come together in crisis is the best of our country -- our empathy, our unity, and our compassion for each other."
Tumbler Ridge Secondary School is about 415 miles north of Vancouver, close to the border with Alberta and set in the foothills of the Canadian Rockies. It has about 160 students in grades seven to 12, according to the school website, with a "tremendous sense of community." The school and nearby Tumbler Ridge Elementary School will be closed for the rest of the week.
Tumbler Ridge Secondary School student Darian Quist told the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation he was watching a short video in class when an alarm went off and students were ordered to shelter in place. He said he and his classmates tried to barricade doors using tables and reassure one another.
"But once people sent me some photos, at that point it set in what was actually happening," he said, describing it like something from a TV show.
"This is a devastating day for a close-knit community, and the loss being felt is profound," Krieger said, adding that RCMP officers were on the scene within two minutes of receiving the emergency call.
Northern Health, which operates Tumbler Ridge Health Center, said it received two patients -- one in critical condition -- who were prepared for transfer outside the region for further treatment.
Residents were advised to postpone any nonurgent visits to the facility while the police response was unfolding, although services have now returned to normal. "Our hearts are heavy as the magnitude of the day's tragedy becomes clear," it said in a statement.

British Columbia Premier David Eby speaks during a news conference on Tuesday. (CBC/Reuters)


Eby asked Canadians to "wrap these families with love" as "this is something that will reverberate for years to come."
"This is the kind of thing that feels like it happens in other places and not close to home in a way that this feels for so many British Columbians and Canadians," he said.
Mass shootings are rare in Canada, and the nation's deadliest, in April 2020, prompted the government to restrict access to weapons. In that incident, Gabriel Wortman killed 22 people in a 13-hour rampage in Nova Scotia before being shot dead by police. Two weeks later, then-Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a ban on more than 1,500 "military-style assault weapons," making it illegal to fire, transport, sell, import or bequeath the weapons.
In December 2024, his government imposed a raft of additional measures, adding hundreds of gun models and variants to the country's banned weapons list.
The Tumbler Ridge shooting has been described by Canadian media as the second deadliest school shooting in Canadian history, behind a 1989 massacre that left 14 dead at the Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/02/11/canada-tumbler-ridge-school-shooting/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

      Business

      The latest business news, analysis and columns, including on the economy, personal finance, work, technology and more.


      
        Trump orders Pentagon to buy coal power as the polluting fuel struggles to survive
        Evan Halper

        President Donald Trump signed an order directing the Defense Department to favor electricity derived from coal, expanding his campaign to prop up the fossil fuel.

      

      
        GOP tax law fuels steeper deficits, partly buffered by Trump's tariff revenue
        Riley Beggin

        The Congressional Budget Office reports that President Donald Trump's tariffs will partially offset the deficit costs of the GOP tax law.

      

      
        IRS improperly disclosed confidential immigrant tax data to DHS
        Jacob Bogage, Jeff Stein, Perry Stein

        The tax agency only recently discovered it improperly disclosed tax information on thousands of the wrong people to immigration enforcement.

      

      
        U.S. employers added 130,000 jobs in January, the strongest gain in months
        Lauren Kaori Gurley

        The Labor Department's delayed jobs report from January showed an unexpected boost in job opportunities. But large revisions diminished job gains in 2024 and 2025.

      

      
        The 'one-legged stools' holding up a fragile economy
        Abha Bhattarai, Alyssa Fowers

        The U.S. economy is growing, but its reliance on a few industries, including health care and consumer spending, raises concerns about its fragility.

      

      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Business
Trump orders Pentagon to buy coal power as the polluting fuel struggles to survive
President Donald Trump signed an order directing the Defense Department to favor electricity derived from coal, expanding his campaign to prop up the fossil fuel.

The Jeffrey Energy Center coal-fired power plant near Emmett, Kansas. (Charlie Riedel/AP)


By Evan Halper | 2026-02-11
President Donald Trump ordered the Pentagon to purchase more coal-based electricity, drawing the U.S. military into his campaign to subsidize a heavily polluting fossil fuel that is struggling to compete in the marketplace.
Trump announced the move at a White House event Wednesday where he also said his administration would spend taxpayer money to upgrade  coal plants in four states.
Experts warn that the administration's efforts to revive coal threaten to raise electricity prices for all ratepayers and to drive significant air and water pollution from particulate matter and toxic chemicals, as well as carbon emissions.
"We're going to be buying a lot of coal through the military," Trump said. "It's going to be less expensive and actually much more effective than what we have been using for many, many years."
The executive order Trump signed Wednesday, which does not specify how much the Pentagon will spend, directs defense officials to preference coal in long-term energy contracts. It states that "coal is essential to our national and economic security" and that it is "imperative" for the Pentagon to "prioritize the preservation and strategic utilization of coal-based energy assets."
The Trump administration is also working to prop up coal and other carbon-intensive industries by dismantling federal rules that restrict greenhouse gas emissions. The White House is expected to announce this week that it is rescinding the federal government's finding that those emissions are driving global warming, which underpins U.S. climate regulation.
The order invokes the energy "emergency" declared by the White House early last year, as well as an executive order from April directed at strengthening the U.S. power grid. White House officials have argued that the national power crunch -- driven in large part by the proliferation of data centers -- has created a national security emergency.
In addition to the Pentagon directive, Trump also said Wednesday that his administration will use funds from the Department of Energy to pay for upgrades at coal plants in Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio and West Virginia "to keep them online and keep those plants open." Trump did not say how much money will flow to that project, but it will be drawn from an existing fund of $625 million the administration announced in September to help the coal industry.
The administration's unprecedented actions to force power companies and consumers to subsidize coal plants that were otherwise headed toward retirement have unleashed a fierce backlash from state attorneys general, utility industry officials and ratepayer advocates in several states.
Energy Secretary Chris Wright has repeatedly invoked little-used emergency powers to cancel the planned retirement of five large coal facilities. The orders, which are being challenged in court by at least 15 states, effectively command power companies to scrap closure plans and invest whatever is required to keep the plants operating. Those costs are generally passed along to utility ratepayers through higher bills.
The result, according to Ari Peskoe, an energy scholar at Harvard University, has been to "raise energy bills while providing negligible benefits to consumers."
"Each of the five plants were slated to retire because they are expensive to operate and there are cheaper sources of power available to meet consumers' needs," Peskoe said. "Plant owners aren't just flipping a switch to turn the plants back on -- they are spending millions on maintenance, renewing expired coal contracts and rehiring workers."
The owners of a Colorado coal plant the administration has ordered to remain open have argued that the Trump administration is illegally forcing them to keep operating. Two Colorado utilities, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association and Platte River Power Authority, said in a federal regulatory filing last month that the directive amounts to an unconstitutional taking of private property. "The costs of compliance fall directly on their members and customers, who must now pay," said the filing, which disputes the Energy Department's finding that the plant is crucial to avert an energy shortage in the Western U.S.
Fifteen states are seeking to block the Trump administration's orders to keep coal plants open by suing to overturn its declaration early last year of an "energy emergency," which the Energy Department is using to justify the directives.
The cost to ratepayers of keeping the plants open is considerable. The owner of the J.H. Campbell complex, a western Michigan coal power generating plant ordered to remain open by the administration, has said it is costing $615,000 per day. An analysis by the research group Grid Strategies found that if the administration were to expand its directive to the dozens of coal plants scheduled for retirement by the end of 2028, the cost would exceed $3 billion annually.
The cost of the White House directive to the Pentagon to buy coal is unclear, as the administration did not immediately offer data on the Defense Department's existing energy contracts and how much more it would be authorized to spend to increase its coal electricity use. But it will come at a price, said Rob Gramlich, president of Grid Strategies.
"Taxpayers will have to pay for whatever DOD is buying," he said.
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Economy
GOP tax law fuels steeper deficits, partly buffered by Trump's tariff revenue
The Congressional Budget Office reports that President Donald Trump's tariffs will partially offset the deficit costs of the GOP tax law.

President Donald Trump addresses reporters before signing an executive order Jan. 30 in the Oval Office. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin | 2026-02-11
President Donald Trump's tariffs are projected to temporarily help constrain federal deficits despite the massive cost of Republicans' tax and spending law, according to new estimates by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.
The One Big Beautiful Bill extended and expanded sweeping income tax cuts, increased the standard deduction, implemented new tax cuts for businesses, and poured more money into defense and immigration enforcement.
That law is expected to increase federal deficits by $4.7 trillion over the next 10 years, the CBO reported in its annual budget projection released Wednesday, including interest costs and impacts on the economy. The Trump administration's mass deportation efforts have also increased projected deficits slightly by $0.5 trillion because immigrants leaving the country reduces the labor force.
But those costs have been partially offset by Trump's tariffs on imports from other countries, which reduced projected deficits by $3 trillion, including their effects on the economy. The CBO also reported that inflation will be higher over the next three years than previously expected because of tariffs and that tariffs will "continue to weigh on growth by raising the cost of imported goods, reducing investment from abroad, and lowering the efficiency of the U.S. economy."
CBO estimated that U.S. debt will rise every year over the next decade, going from 101 percent of GDP this year to more than 120 percent of GDP by 2036 -- the highest percentage in the nation's history.
The report noted that the large and growing national debt could have several consequences, including rising borrowing costs that could slow investment, rising interest costs, eroded confidence in the U.S. dollar as the international reserve currency and increased risk of a financial crisis.
Real GDP is expected to grow slightly in 2026 as the Republican tax law's provisions begin to outweigh drag from higher tariffs and lowered immigration and as AI increases productivity, CBO reported, though growth probably will slow to a paltry 1.8 percent in 2027.
It's unclear how much longer Trump's tariffs will continue to affect the economy and bring in revenue, because the Supreme Court is considering a request that could block many of the tariffs.
The estimated deficit for 2026 is 8 percent greater than it was in the last annual projection, released in January 2025, according to CBO. The cumulative deficit over the next 10 years is expected to be 6 percent greater than last year's estimates, though the projection assumes policy will remain unchanged.
House Budget Committee Chairman Jodey Arrington (R-Texas) disputed the findings in a statement Wednesday, arguing that Republicans have "made meaningful strides to restore our nation's fiscal health."
"I take great exception with CBO's confoundingly low assumptions for economic growth," Arrington said.
Democrats touted the report as evidence that Trump's tariff policy isn't working and highlighted the sweeping costs of the GOP tax law.
Republicans "have forfeited any right to lecture anyone about deficits," said Rep. Brendan Boyle (Pennsylvania), the top Democrat on the House Budget Committee, adding that tariffs "operate as a national sales tax on American families, and Republicans should stop enabling this economic sabotage and start standing up for the people they represent."
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Economy
IRS improperly disclosed confidential immigrant tax data to DHS
The tax agency only recently discovered it improperly disclosed tax information on thousands of the wrong people to immigration enforcement.

(Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)


By Jacob Bogage, Jeff Stein, Perry Stein | 2026-02-12
The Internal Revenue Service improperly shared confidential tax information of thousands of individuals with immigration enforcement officials, according to three people familiar with the situation, appearing to breach a legal fire wall intended to protect taxpayer data.
The erroneous disclosure was only recently discovered, the people said. The IRS is working with officials from the Treasury Department, Justice Department and Department of Homeland Security on the administration's response.
The IRS confirmed The Washington Post's reporting in a court filing Wednesday afternoon. Dottie Romo, the tax agency's chief risk and control officer, wrote in a sworn declaration that the IRS provided confidential taxpayer information even when DHS officials could not provide sufficient data to positively identify a specific individual.
Federal law mandates strict protections of the identities of taxpayers, including the sharing of data within the federal government. Undocumented immigrants have for years paid taxes with assurances from the federal government that doing so would not result in them being targeted by immigration enforcement.
But in a controversial decision, Treasury, which oversees the IRS, in April agreed to provide DHS with the names and addresses of individuals the Trump administration believed to be in the country illegally, pursuant to DHS requests.
Federal courts have since blocked the data-sharing arrangement, holding that it violates taxpayers' rights, though the government appealed those rulings.
Before the agreement was struck down, DHS requested the addresses of 1.2 million individuals from the IRS. The tax agency responded with data on 47,000 individuals, according to court records.
When the IRS shared the addresses with DHS, it also inadvertently disclosed private information for thousands of taxpayers erroneously, a mistake only recently discovered, said the people familiar, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution.
Romo, in her declaration, did not state when the IRS learned of its error. She said the agency notified DHS on Jan. 23, to begin taking steps to "prevent the disclosure or dissemination, and to ensure appropriate disposal, of any data provided to ICE by IRS based on incomplete or insufficient address information."
She declined to state if the IRS would inform people whose data was illegally disclosed to immigration officials, and said DHS and ICE had agreed to "not inspect, view, use, copy, distribute, rely on, or otherwise act on any return information that has been obtained from or disclosed by IRS" because of the pending litigation.
The affected individuals could be entitled to financial compensation for each time their information was improperly shared. And government officials can personally face stiff civil and criminal penalties for sharing confidential tax information.
Charles Littlejohn, an IRS contractor, pleaded guilty in 2023 to leaking the tax returns of President Donald Trump and other wealthy individuals.
Littlejohn was sentenced to five years in prison. Trump in January sued the IRS for $10 billion in damages related to the Littlejohn leak.
In a statement, a DHS spokesperson said that under the data-sharing agreement, "the government is finally doing what it should have all along."
"Information sharing across agencies is essential to identify who is in our country, including violent criminals, determine what public safety and terror threats may exist so we can neutralize them, scrub these individuals from voter rolls, and identify what public benefits these aliens are using at taxpayer expense," the spokesperson said.
There is little evidence that undocumented immigrants have attempted to participate in U.S. elections, nor is there a link between undocumented immigrants and higher levels of crime.
"With the IRS information specifically, DHS plans to focus on enforcing long-neglected criminal laws that apply to illegal aliens," the DHS spokesperson said.
Treasury and Justice Department spokespeople declined to comment, citing agency policies not to comment on active litigation. The Office of the Deputy Attorney General is monitoring the ongoing litigation, but the office is not making any decisions on the matter, according to a person familiar with the matter who was not authorized to comment publicly.
When the IRS began conversations with DHS over data sharing shortly after Trump returned to the White House, senior IRS employees warned administration officials that the program was likely illegal and could sweep up misidentified people, The Post has reported.
During early meetings on the project, one agency staffer asked immigration authorities how many people with the same name may live in the same state, according to one of the people, illustrating how easy it would be for the Trump administration to inadvertently breach taxpayers' privacy, including those who are not targets of immigration investigations.
The IRS's privacy department was largely sidelined from the talks, two of the people said, and its IT department took over implementing the data sharing. That team had largely been taken over by officials from Trump's U.S. DOGE Service, the White House's "efficiency" office charged with shrinking the federal government.
Treasury officials justified the data-sharing agreement by arguing immigration enforcement was pursuing individuals who had violated criminal statutes, though immigration violations are generally civil, not criminal.
Under the arrangement, DHS would provide the IRS with the name and address of a taxpayer. The IRS would then cross-reference that information with its confidential databases and confirm the taxpayers' last known address.
Immigration officials said the procedure was necessary because DHS lacked reliable information to locate individuals the Trump administration wanted to detain and deport, according to numerous IRS and DHS officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.
"This allegedly unauthorized viewing involves personal information that taxpayers provided to the IRS pursuant to a promise that the IRS would prioritize keeping the information confidential," Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia wrote in a November order. "A reasonable taxpayer would likely find it highly offensive to discover that the IRS now intends to share that information permissively because it has replaced its promise of confidentiality with a policy of disclosure."
Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.
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Economy
U.S. employers added 130,000 jobs in January, the strongest gain in months
The Labor Department's delayed jobs report from January showed an unexpected boost in job opportunities. But large revisions diminished job gains in 2024 and 2025. 

A recruiter holds a flier during a hiring fair in Dallas last month. (LM Otero/AP)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2026-02-12
U.S. employers added 130,000 jobs in January, as a sluggish labor market showed new signs of vigor early in the year. The unemployment rate ticked down to 4.3 percent.
Wednesday's report from the Labor Department features January data as well as revisions to past employment gains.
January's gains beat economists' forecast that employers picked up about 55,000 jobs. Weak seasonal hiring during the holidays may have offered a boost due to fewer job cuts at the start of the year.
In September, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released preliminary revisions that showed the labor market was significantly weaker during the period of April 2024 to March 2025 than initial reports showed. On Wednesday, the agency released final revisions in line with those initial estimates.
Those revisions reveal a much darker picture of the labor market over the past two years than previously reported. New estimates show that the U.S. economy grew by 181,000 jobs in all of 2025, or roughly 15,000 jobs per month. That's a significant decrease from the previous estimate of 584,000, or 49,000 jobs per month.
Some economists caution against reading too much into revisions, which reflect how the labor market performed many months ago during a period when the unemployment rate was steadily rising.
The January report offered a variety of reasons for optimism. Job gains picked up in a few industries that languished last year. The unemployment rate fell sharply for Black workers and teenagers, both demographic groups seen as bellwethers for the broader economy.
Health care continued to lead employment growth, adding 82,000 jobs, fueled by the aging demographics of the population. Social assistance payrolls rose by 42,000 positions, and the construction industry grew by 33,000 jobs. Professional and business services, which includes many white-collar positions, added 34,000 jobs.
Manufacturing payrolls grew by 5,000 positions, following an extended streak of job losses last year. The Trump administration has promised a resurgence in the U.S. manufacturing sector that has yet to materialize.
Meanwhile, the federal government lost 34,000 positions, continuing its rapid contraction amid the Trump administration's campaign to shrink the civil service. Financial activities shed 22,000 jobs. And transportation and warehousing shrank by 11,000 positions.
Wage growth remained solid in January. Over the past 12 months, average hourly pay has increased by 3.7 percent, to $37.17 an hour, beating inflation.
"Today's report is a tale of two time periods. 2025 and 2024 were much slower than originally reported," said Daniel Zhao, chief economist at careers site Glassdoor. "But there is optimism heading into 2026 as we've seen some improvements with the latest data."
President Donald Trump moved quickly to trumpet the report. "GREAT JOBS NUMBERS, FAR GREATER THAN EXPECTED!" he posted on social media, while reiterating his call for lower interest rates.
But the strong report is likely to give the Federal Reserve reason to keep interest rates steady as signs of labor market weakness fade. Delayed inflation data is scheduled to come out Friday.
The S&P 500 and Dow Jones Industrial Average rallied early Wednesday before retreating midmorning, as the rosy jobs report also diminished the case for imminent interest rate cuts.
It's also too early to declare a rebound in the labor market, economists said, as job growth remains limited to a few sectors.
Zhao, the Glassdoor economist, also noted that seasonal abnormalities could be muddling the January data. "We should always be a little bit humble with data around the end and start of the year because there are seasonal factors."
Jeffrey Roach, chief economist for LPL Financial, wrote in an analyst's note: "The economy has an anemic demand for workers. This year may be more of the same with average monthly payroll gains expected to hover around 50,000."
Economists say that payroll growth of about 50,000 positions per month could be enough to keep the unemployment rate steady. That's because the Trump administration's immigration enforcement actions have reshaped the labor market and fewer jobs are needed to keep the unemployment rate steady compared with previous years.
Some economists are confident that the labor market is stabilizing as the broader economy continues to grow, including from hefty tax cuts and tax returns expected to unleash a new wave of consumer spending in 2026.
Still, many unemployed Americans in search of work are finding themselves out of luck. The hiring rate is near its lowest level in over a decade, outside of the pandemic, according to a separate labor report released last week. The share of workers quitting their jobs remains low, according to that same report, a sharp reversal from the years following the pandemic, when workers job-hopped en masse.
Employers shed some 108,435 positions last month, the highest for any January since 2009, according to the firm Challenger, Gray & Christmas.
After getting her daughter into day care in January, Amber Martinez, 29, who has been out of the workforce since 2023, began throwing her name in for dozens of remote and in-person jobs.
But the labor market has totally changed since three years ago, when it took her about a week to find work, said Martinez, who lives in North Carolina. She has applied to about 60 jobs in three weeks and been rejected from jobs nearly identical to the one she previously worked in property management. Martinez is hoping for enough income to foot her daughter's child care bill of $1,800 a month and doctor's bills for her diabetes that went up from $15 to $60 per visit this year.
"I'm pretty much sending my resume anywhere that seems feasible -- property management, commercial and residential, some tech companies, automotive," Martinez said. "I'm not getting any callbacks."
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Economy
The 'one-legged stools' holding up a fragile economy
The U.S. economy is growing, but its reliance on a few industries, including health care and consumer spending, raises concerns about its fragility.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post)


By Abha Bhattarai, Alyssa Fowers | 2026-02-11
On paper, the economy is booming.
Low unemployment, strong consumer spending and steady corporate investments are fueling the largest expansion in years.
The latest jobs report underscores the strength in the labor market, with employers adding 130,000 new jobs in January. Add in healthy spending by household and businesses, and the picture looks rosy: The U.S. economy grew at a robust annual rate of 4.4 percent in the third quarter of 2025, defying fears of an imminent slowdown.
But economists caution that growth is increasingly concentrated. The result is a steady but fragile economy, built on a series of narrowing pillars.
"There are one-legged stools everywhere you look, and yet when you put it all together, we're still standing," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG, who began using the phrase last summer to describe the economy. "The question is, how long can we keep ourselves upright?"
Here, in charts, are three pillars holding up the U.S. economy.
The job market has been surprisingly sturdy, even in the face of high interest rates, changing economic policy and looming uncertainty. The unemployment rate, at 4.3 percent, is near historic lows.
But the bulk of the job market's recent gains has come from one industry: health care.
Health care and social assistance positions accounted for 97 percent of the 733,000 private-sector jobs created across the economy last year. That trend continued into 2026, with health care jobs making up 95 percent of January's overall gains. Hospitals, doctor's offices and residential care facilities have added hundreds of thousands of positions in the past year, helping make up for losses in manufacturing, transportation, and white-collar professions such as advertising and computer science.
"It's really impressive how much job growth has been driven by health care and social assistance," said Daniel Zhao, chief economist at careers site Glassdoor. "It's the last remaining pillar of growth."
But having nearly all job growth concentrated in one sector is risky for the economy, he added. It would be much better if gains were spread across a variety of industries, especially given that health care hiring has slowed in recent months. Employers added more than 400,000 health care and social assistance jobs in the first half of 2025; in the second half, that figure fell to 353,000.
The post-pandemic recovery has favored the richest Americans. Fast-rising home values and a rapid run-up in stock valuations have disproportionately padded the fortunes of the wealthiest, allowing them to keep spending in a way that's lifting the entire economy.
The top 10 percent of Americans -- those earning $275,000 or more -- now account for a record 45 percent of all spending, up from about 39 percent before the pandemic, according to Moody's Analytics. That imbalance helps explain why spending on extras such as dining out and travel has kept rising over the past year, even as many households say they're cutting back.
"There's been a dramatic narrowing: The folks at the top account for a much higher share of spending than the folks in the bottom 80 percent, and that gap is widening," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "It very clearly shows that the economy is dependent on spending by the folks at the top."
Rising consumer spending has been a major driver of growth in recent quarters, accounting for nearly 70 percent of the country's gross domestic product.
But after adjusting for inflation, spending by lower- and middle-income Americans has largely stayed flat since the pandemic, Zandi said. The top 20 percent, though, are splurging: Their spending is up by more than 4 percent per year since 2020.
That dynamic is worrisome, Zandi said -- both because it leads to growing disparities, and also because so much of the wealthiest Americans' recent spending power is tied to the whims of the stock market.
"Surging stock prices have made the wealthy even wealthier, giving them the willingness to spend," he said. "But what happens if something were to disrupt that equity party? That source of growth would go away, and it would be enough to send the economy into a recession, or darn close to one."
Spending on artificial intelligence is driving billions in business investments and helping lift stocks to record highs, boosting company valuations and Americans' portfolios.
The four richest companies developing AI -- Microsoft, Google, Amazon and Meta -- spent roughly $360 billion combined on big-ticket projects, including building AI data centers and outfitting them with computer chips, software and other equipment, in the 12 months ending in November, according to a recent Washington Post analysis. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.) Overall business spending on equipment and software has grown every quarter since January 2025.
"There is one horse drawing the carriage right now, and that's AI," said Mark Muro, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who studies the AI economy. "But it's not necessarily a reassuring source of growth. There are worries about a bubble and a lot of questions about what happens next."
Although there is growing debate over just how much those investments are contributing to the U.S. economy, experts say it's clear that AI-related enthusiasm has translated to real gains, especially in the stock market.
Among the biggest beneficiaries of that boom have been the "Magnificent Seven," a group of tech giants -- Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Meta Platforms, Microsoft, Nvidia and Tesla -- that have seen their share prices balloon by nearly 20 percent, on average, in the past year, translating to trillions in value.
"The two engines of today's economy are the AI ecosystem and wealthy consumers," Richmond Fed President Tom Barkin said in a recent speech. The two, he noted, are closely linked: AI "has been supporting virtually all of the growth in business investment. And any drop in valuations of the Magnificent Seven would surely flow through to net worth and, in turn, to consumption."
Shira Ovide contributed to this report.
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Food
Cooking chat: Do I need to sift flour for baking?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-02-12
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining
Qui Qui is a joyful celebration of Puerto Rican cuisine
The show-stopping pork chop and upbeat atmosphere at this Park View restaurant make it a must-visit.

(Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-02-12
When Ismael Mendez was in fifth grade, he told his parents he wanted to go live with his grandmother in Puerto Rico, a place that had always "felt like home." They agreed to let their ever-independent child go, and Mendez spent the next six years in Aguada, on the northwest coast of the island, far from the rhythms of his childhood in Dover, New Jersey.
To make coffee in the morning, he picked beans from the trees that surrounded his grandmother's house. For dinner, he dug up taro, thwacked bundles of bananas off low-hanging branches, and pinched and poked in search of the ripest avocados, mangoes and grapefruits. He returned to the kitchen to watch his grandmother and aunts transform these raw materials into the essential elements of Puerto Rican cuisine. "I was almost training to be a chef," Mendez says, "but I really didn't know it."

Ismael Mendez's fine-dining background is apparent at Qui Qui, but his cooking is shaped largely by the schooling he received on his family's land in Puerto Rico.



The bright, airy dining room at Qui Qui.


At Qui Qui, the D.C. restaurant he opened on a snug, homey second floor in Shaw in 2021, and moved to a much larger Park View location in late 2025, Mendez's fine-dining background is apparent, but his cooking is shaped most of all by the schooling he received on his family's land.
Qui Qui: 2.5 stars (Very Good/Outstanding)
Read more about the new stars scale.
Don't miss: Chuleta kan-kan, morcilla casera, pastelillos, plantain pudding.
Skip: El OG (pernil).
Prices: Small dishes $10 to $16; larger dishes $19 to $48.
"A lot of it is remembering the flavors from my aunts and my grandmother, and then trying to almost mimic or copy it, but also putting my twist to it," says Mendez, who attended L'Academie de Cuisine in 2016, then cooked at the Italian restaurant Masseria, among others. If you grew up on this cooking yourself, or are otherwise a devotee of Puerto Rican food, you have probably eaten many of these dishes before. But not quite like this.

The restaurant's bar is stocked with a variety of pitorro and rum.



The chuleta kan-kan is a feast of an entree, featuring three cuts of pork.



Pastelillos, flaky patties filled with stewed beef.



A Puerto Rican flag hangs in the front window.


The indisputable star of the show is the $48 chuleta kan-kan. Mendez and executive chef Andre Gaspar (who cooked for a decade at Jose Andres restaurants) source enormous slabs of pork from Horst Meats in Hagerstown, which are butchered so that each portion includes the chop, belly and loin. They look more like cudgels than pork chops. The chuleta kan-kan is not an easy dish to nail; each of the three cuts demand attention and cook at their own pace. Qui Qui gets it oh-so-right.
The meat is bathed in a marinade pulsing with lime juice, a nice counterbalance to the richness of the inch-thick fat cap, which is scored and rendered so that each medallion shatters with the bravado of bruleed sugar. Served with well-seasoned rice, brothy beans and tostones fried until crisp around the edges and fluffy at the center, it could stand in for a full meal. Many restaurants would charge double for this gargantuan chop, and I appreciate that Qui Qui keeps such a special dish within reach.
For small groups, less Flintstonian plates offer an equally vibrant snapshot of Mendez and Gaspar's cooking.

Morcilla casera, a snappy blood sausage served in thick medallions.


Blood sausage, morcilla casera, is sliced into medallions, the metallic thrum of blood tempered by a bouquet of onion, Aleppo pepper and sofrito, each bite rich and snappy from fat and rice that bind the mixture. Pastelillos are fried hot and fast, the golden meat pies spotted with flaky bubbles and filled with stewed beef. Alcapurrias de carne, typically filled fritters, are served as rowboats of fried yucca and plantain topped with salty bits of beef.
The dense, nourishing plantain staple mofongo commands its own corner of the menu and a tagline too big to miss: "!YOU A BAD MOFONGO!" Swallow the dad joke and the $4 surcharge to add yellow plantains to the standard green plantain mash. This "bifongo," sweet and tender with a truckload of garlic confit, is a welcome foil to carne frita, my favorite accompaniment to the starchy plantain centerpiece.

The bifongo, a combination of green and yellow plantains, served with carne frita.


Pernil is a point of pride for any Puerto Rican restaurant, but over five visits to Qui Qui, it proved a rare disappointment. Following the earth-shattering crispness of the chuleta kan-kan and the seasoning of the morcilla, my hopes for this hunk of meat were high. The would-be crisp skin was nowhere to be found, the shredded meat dry and so mild as to be forgotten. I wish I had ordered the pernil de jaca instead, a vegetarian spin on the dish that swaps out shredded pork for heavily seasoned jackfruit. If comfort is your vision, go for the sancocho, the stew so bountiful with collagen-rich oxtails, pumpkin and taro that the broth practically wobbles.
A repurposed pitorro bottle filled with water sits on every table. Get your hydration in, yes, but also take it as a sign to indulge in the singeing sugar cane spirit traditionally made as moonshine across Puerto Rico, and substantially stronger than most store-bought rum. Mendez sampled versions of the spirit from several brands before landing on Clandestino, a local producer in Brunswick, Maryland. Its flavor is as deep and dark as caramel, with a lingering heat. A server may offer it up neat (do as Bad Bunny does ...), but I prefer Clandestino's guava-pineapple pitorro in a sunny cocktail coined the Puneta, a tropical blend featuring more rum, if you can believe it, along with guava and lime juice.

Plantain pudding is a messy and delightful finish to the meal.



Pitorro, traditionally made as moonshine across Puerto Rico, is sourced from Clandestino, a producer in Brunswick, Maryland.


There are just a few desserts to speak of, each of which holds its own. My favorite is a plantain pudding. Its base is a layer of crushed cookies, followed by a simple custard inspired by the pudding cups Mendez ate as a child. Chunks of plantain soaked in caramel and covered in a flurry of whipped cream form the final layer. Sugar and cream spill over the edges of the ramekin as you plunge your spoon in. A wonderful mess.
Mendez and Gaspar share the food and culture of Puerto Rico with an assured, subdued confidence. Too many restaurants these days are suffocated by their own storytelling. For every dish, a pained backstory. For every preparation, an explanation of how "chef recommends you eat it ..." The message at Qui Qui feels genuine and joyful.
"We really want to bring out the culture," Mendez told me. He does so with programming that turns his restaurant into more than a dining room. On the first Friday of each month, a salsa band soundtracks a free night of dancing. In March, there will be a pitorro-making class. When the weather finally breaks, Mendez plans to roast a pig.

Executive chef Andre Gaspar oversees the kitchen.


Most recently, I squeezed in with a crowd of elated strangers to watch the Super Bowl. Rather, to watch Bad Bunny's halftime show. As I sipped a mojito and plucked up dark, salty morsels of carne frita, I met Hellitz Villegas, who had driven from Virginia to watch the historic performance alongside fellow Puerto Ricans and to cheer on her brother, a background dancer on the field in Santa Clara, California.
When Bad Bunny took the mic, the room went quiet for just a moment before erupting in cheers as he waved a Puerto Rican flag in a thicket of sugar cane. Villegas jumped up and down, waving a Puerto Rican flag of her own. When halftime ended, the game was muted, and Bad Bunny was turned all the way up. Some of us returned to dinner. Others kept dancing. Coconut rum made the rounds. There can't have been a prouder room anywhere in Washington.
3227 Georgia Ave. NW. quiquidc.com. 202-642-3179. Hours: Thursday and Friday, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sound check: 85 decibels/Extremely loud. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; ADA-compliant restroom. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus; several meat-free dishes are available.
Have a question about dining in D.C. or elsewhere, or a restaurant rant or rave? Ask it here, then join my next live dining chat on Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My son's 5-month relationship ended 3 years ago. He's still reeling.
What can this parent do to help their son who's still stuck on a breakup from three years ago?

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-02-12
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared April 4, 2024.
Dear Sahaj: My son, 26, had a five-month relationship three years ago with a young woman (similar age) who was very secretive about her life. My son, who had never really had any girlfriends prior, kept giving her the benefit of the doubt instead of recognizing her red flags and asking questions. She basically dumped him without a reason and was not willing to meet with him to discuss for him to have closure.
Now he says he feels betrayed and traumatized and doesn't know how to trust any other women or trust himself not to fall for this type of girl again. He says he wants to get "trauma" counseling but doesn't do anything about moving forward. Our family has tried to help him in understanding that she wasn't a good person for playing games with him but that not all women are like this.
My son is a wonderful person and I hate to see him sad like this. Should I mind my own business or is there something I can do to help him move forward?
-- Worried Parent
Worried Parent: Your son is learning a very tough lesson, especially if this was his first meaningful relationship and breakup. It makes sense that he's questioning things; however, given how long it has been, it does sound like he is ruminating on his negative feelings.
Instead of focusing on how his ex "wasn't a good person," because this can sometimes lead to more dwelling on the past, I would encourage you to focus on your son's present-day feelings, thoughts and behaviors.
You should be careful not to negate what he is feeling or try to solve his feelings for him; you don't want to discourage his sense of agency to find solutions and support for himself. However, I am curious about the line in your letter regarding his struggle to "trust any other women" or "fall for this type of girl again." Consider what he means when he says this and how he may be channeling his rejection, pain or even humiliation into broad overgeneralizations and even potentially harmful views.
Ask questions and offer new ways of thinking to challenge his focus on what could go wrong or negativity. This may sound like, "Do you feel like you are being fair to yourself?" Or, "Are you sure that's the only conclusion to make from that experience?" You may also consider offering the other side of his perspective. For example, when he says something about not wanting to get hurt again, you may say something like, "What might you be missing out on by avoiding a relationship?"
Your son sounds ambivalent when it comes to doing anything to initiate change. You can reflect this back to him by saying, "You say you want to get help and stop feeling this way, but it's been three years." Or, "I know you are struggling and I know you don't want to feel this way, but I wonder how anything will change. What do you think?" Sometimes, it's easier to feel bad about something and blame ourselves than it is to take action and accept that you can experience pain from a previous relationship and believe in the possibility of finding joy and love in a different relationship.
Right now, your son has tied his sense of self to this experience. Help build up his self-esteem by normalizing breakups. He needs to know that weeding through the wrong people to find the right person is something that everyone more or less navigates and that it isn't a sign that something is wrong with him. And encourage him to partake in activities and invest in friendships that make him feel good.
It's hard for you to see your son like this. As a parent, you want to save him from feeling pain or heartache, but unfortunately you can't. This is an experience he has to move through himself. But this doesn't mean you can't be supportive and encouraging. You can tell him you are concerned matter-of-factly and without judgment. This may sound like, "I love you and know that this has been hard on you. I am worried that it is keeping you from living your life."
Because it's been years of him feeling this way, and he has shown interest, you may want to consider providing him with professional or mental health resources in your area or hotlines such as 988. Remember, you can be a compass and guide while he navigates this heartache without doing the work for him.
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Travel
Window shade up or down on a plane? You'll make enemies either way.
A growing trend towards in-flight darkness has led to a clash between passengers who prefer to keep their window shades open and those who want them closed.

(The Washington Post/The Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Hannah Sampson | 2026-02-12

To shut, or not to shut? The airplane debate rages on. (Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Jeffrey Morgenthaler was flying home from Grand Cayman last month when he noticed something distressing: The view was "gorgeous," but he was the only one enjoying it.
"Every single other window is closed," the Portland, Oregon, bartender and author said. He took his observation to social media.
"Can we re-normalize leaving the windows open on daytime flights?" he asked in a post on Threads. "I'm flying over the beautiful Caribbean in a dark metal tube right now."
The reactions poured in. Many were pro-darkness. Some were hostile. Someone asked what Morgenthaler thought he would see from 35,000 feet.
"Am I crazy?" the 54-year-old said in an interview. "I just think it's very beautiful! It's the miracle of flight and it's stunning out there! It's the planet Earth!"
With his question, Morgenthaler unknowingly waded into a debate that has been raging in public discourse for years. "Why Window Shades Should Be Kept Closed On Your Next Flight," reads a headline on the travel blog View From the Wing. The Wall Street Journal chronicled "The Showdown at the Window Seat" in 2019. A take from Slate: "Flying is better with an open window shade." Guides to window shade rules abound.
On social media, feelings run hot. Tales fly about people reaching across passengers to lower their shades. But keeping them closed is a "borderline sociopathic trend," according to some. Others say having the window open while people try to sleep is "diabolical."
Even the president of the United States has weighed in, kind of. According to media reports, President Donald Trump recently said at the National Prayer Breakfast that he doesn't sleep on planes and prefers "looking out the window, watching for missiles and enemies, actually."
Marisel Salazar, a cookbook author and food and travel writer, posted a picture on Threads of a bright window and part of an arm in the row in front of her on a December flight. She said the glare was bothering her and others around the man, but she didn't ask him to lower his shade -- and wasn't sure if etiquette would even allow for that. She put on sunglasses to ward off a headache and kept her own shade closed.
"It's pretty annoying to be wide awake and not be able to do anything else on an airplane because somebody else is causing a disturbance," Salazar told The Washington Post. She called the reaction to her post "viral and divisive" -- skewed toward the crowd who believed whoever paid for the ticket had the control -- and eventually turned the comments off.
"People are extremely passionate about it," she said. "I think it's like the new reclining seat."
Etiquette expert Jacqueline Whitmore, a former flight attendant, said there are no strict rules about the position of a window shade, just personal preference and common sense. But it's clear who gets to make the call, she said: The person sitting in the window seat has the "responsibility or privilege" of controlling the shade.
If neighboring passengers in the middle or aisle seats are suffering from the glare, she said it's fine to politely ask the person by the window if they could lower their shade. If they can tell there's an issue with the light, most people will accommodate the request, she said.
One irritating habit travelers should avoid: constantly opening and closing the window. "That's something you really shouldn't do," Whitmore said.
It's okay to ask if someone is willing to open their window, too, as long as they're not sleeping. Maybe the pilot just announced you'll be passing over something picturesque and you'd like to try to sneak a peak. No guarantees, though.
"If you feel like you're missing out, I would just say book a window seat," Whitmore said.
Rich Henderson, a Philadelphia-based flight attendant for a major U.S. airline and a host of the podcast "Two Guys on a Plane," said passengers sometimes ask flight attendants if they can intervene to get shades lowered, but he prefers that customers try to work it out between themselves.
"You try first and I'll come in as backup as needed," he said.
Henderson said he's witnessed the debate between "some people who want darkness and some people who don't" for the nearly 13 years he's been in the profession.
"Both sides of the spectrum are so die-hard about it," he said.
Those favoring the dark often want to see the screen of their electronics better, or sleep to readjust to a time zone even in broad daylight. Fans of open windows praise the views, but also say the position helps them deal with claustrophobia, anxiety or motion sickness.
Henderson likes the windows on the Boeing 787 Dreamliner, which can be electronically dimmed to varying degrees rather than just open or shut.
"Just dim it a little; you can still look out the window and you're not bothering anyone," he said.
Henderson said that when he flies as a passenger, he's glued to the window at takeoff and landing to observe the conditions and make sure there's nothing that would need immediate attention.
"At cruise, the window is shut," he said.
The Federal Aviation Administration does not regulate window shade position, though individual airlines might make requests. United, for example, said in a statement that it encourages customers to open their shades before takeoff and landing but does not have a requirement in place.
Delta may ask passengers in exit rows to keep their shades up for "safety visibility," the airline said in a statement.
"Flight attendants are safety professionals and may request a window shade to be opened or closed during specific events and ask that customers comply with these requests," the carrier said.
Delta noted that most airlines in Europe and Asia require window shades to be open when the plane takes off and lands so crew members can see conditions outside and so people's eyes can adjust to the outside light in case of an emergency.
The International Air Transport Association, a global trade group, said it is "best practice" to have open shades during the taxi, takeoff and landing portion of flights. That position "allows all cabin occupants including the cabin crew to improve situational awareness and be aware of any external emergency situation which may require evacuation."
Morgenthaler said he has noticed a greater shift toward in-flight darkness in the past few years, as well as flight attendants asking passengers to close their windows as they leave to keep the plane cool. He's noticed the trend particularly on U.S. flights.
"This just seems like a new thing where everybody seems to want to sit in the dark and play on their phones," he said. He's been asked "many times" to close his window and abides by generally accepted norms of air travel.
"If [the sun's] blazing in and making everything hot, pull the shade down," he said. "I understand what the rules of etiquette are. I'm not a monster."
Kelly Meng, 27, a cooking and lifestyle content creator, was on a January flight from Chicago to Tokyo that stayed sunny as it headed over the Arctic. She recounted in a video on TikTok how exactly one person on the plane -- who had the window seat in her row -- refused to fully dim their window, even after a flight attendant asked.
A man in the middle section of the plane held an airline pillow up to the side of his face for nearly an hour to block out the sun, Meng said in an email.
"I am usually an avid aisle-seat lover," she said. "But this has made me reconsider for long-haul flights."
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Advice
Partner is cringingly kind to strangers. Give advice on this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-02-12
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Asking Eric: My best friend doesn't return my texts. I feel ignored.
Letter writer's best friend takes weeks to return texts or calls - if she replies at all.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-02-12
Dear Eric: I have had a best friend, Beth. I've known her since we were 23 years old. We have not always lived in the same city nor seen each other regularly, but when we do, it's as if no time or distance has passed. We connect immediately.
My problem is that Beth does not always return texts or calls in a timely fashion. I mean weeks will go by or sometimes she won't reply at all.
She is a married, childless medical professional who works part time. It seems that she could easily make the time. I feel very ignored and neglected. I also feel pretty childish that I feel this way. Is this normal modern etiquette or do I just accept that my best friend is just kinda flaky?
-- Ignored by my Bestie
Bestie: Although there are many ways of handling texts and cellphone calls, I hesitate to say that this is the modern etiquette. However, our phones and other devices can often give us the impression that we're all experiencing time and communication in the same way. And that isn't true.
Sometimes I'll get professional emails that include a signature line that reads "your work hours may not be my work hours; please don't feel obligated to respond outside of your work hours." I like this because it acknowledges that people manage their time differently.
Along the same lines, it will help you to have a conversation with Beth about expectations and hopes around communication. Try not to frame it as a demand. She's not wrong for taking a long time to get back to you, per se. Maybe her expectations around texting are laxer, or she finds replying overwhelming. So, come at it from a place of curiosity. Does texting or calling work for her, or is there a better way of staying in contact? Does she prefer to have a set time, perhaps, or even to receive a calendar invite? In this conversation, you can also talk about what works for you, and what makes you feel valued. Armed with this information, you'll both be able to communicate better.
Dear Eric: I've been married for 37 years to a man who is everything most people dream of in a spouse except one. He automatically says "no" or disagrees with 98 percent of everything I say or suggest.
I've learned not to ask questions that I know he will respond to in the negative. I've also asked him many times over the years to work on saying "yes" more.
Last night when he disagreed on plans I had for hosting a party, I threatened to withhold sex and then he agreed to say yes but he still grumbled a little and said he didn't like one part of my plan.
I used to brush it off as him being the youngest child in a big family who everyone doted on. He's also a true leader in everything he does, and I respect and admire him immensely. But this has been bothering me more lately and making me not like him.
Are there other things I can say or do to make him quit snapping out negative responses? Or should I continue to just accept it and work on not getting resentful?
-- No More No
No More No: First off, you don't have to just accept it. Though the method you describe worked, in general, much as it did for Ancient Greece's Lysistrata, it's not a perfect tool for negotiation (as that title character in Aristophanes' play would attest). What you're looking for is respect and an equal footing in your partnership. That's something that you deserve.
Every relationship, marriages included, is reliant on communication. Communication patterns and strategies vary person to person and relationship to relationship. What I see in your husband's repeated "no" response is a refusal to communicate. This leaves you with little-to-no recourse. It makes sense that you've tried to puzzle this out on your own, attributing it to his upbringing and career. That may be a part of it, but none of us gets a free pass for bad behavior simply because of where we're from or what we've been through, good or bad.
When a couple is having trouble communicating, it's time to bring in a third party to help translate and build new ways of speaking. That third party is often a marriage therapist. Talking to one might help you and your husband a lot.
Now, what if he says "no" to this as well? Remind him that this issue is causing a problem in your marriage, and it's causing a problem for you. You believe that the problem is fixable and you'd like to try. Is he saying no to having a better, happier marriage?
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Why do strangers ask me if my adult son plans to have kids?
The letter writer is sad about not having any grandkids, and strangers' questions about it don't help.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-02-12
Dear Miss Manners: I was at the dentist last week and the hygienist, whom I had never met before, mentioned she had a new grandchild. I naturally congratulated her and asked the polite questions: sex, name, etc.
Then she asked about my children, and I replied that I have one son. "Is he married?" No, but he's in a long-term relationship. "Any children?" No. "Don't they want children?" ... Crickets.
This is not the first time someone has asked me these things. I wouldn't ask my closest friend these questions about one of her children, let alone a stranger!
I had to return to the dentist the following week, and there was a different hygienist making small talk while we waited for the dentist. This time, I kept my answers to "yes" and "no," which felt rude.
I'll admit, I am a bit sensitive about the subject; I would love to have a grandchild, but it's not in the cards for me. Still, where do people get off asking such personal questions? And better yet, what's a good reply to shut them down?
While Miss Manners agrees that this conversation jumped the rails, she does not understand why you were still holding on when it did.
The hygienist's probing would have been insensitive with any new acquaintance, but was even more out of place in a professional setting. The moment the first personal question was asked -- assuming it was not part of a standard medical intake, performed in a private setting -- was the moment to smile graciously and ask where the bathroom was, or when the dentist would be ready to see you.
Dear Miss Manners: I suffer from an invisible and unpredictable chronic pain issue. One day I'm out shopping with friends, walking from store to store, and the next I'm in bed. My closest friends understand this and are accommodating.
How do I respond to invitations from people I don't know as well? Do I decline an invitation to a wedding, knowing that they need an accurate count and that it's possible I won't be able to attend? Do I call and explain, and make them decide?
I don't like bringing attention to my medical issues, especially this one, since it is private and hard to explain. But I also find myself missing out on a lot of the joys of life because I do not want to cause problems for someone else.
Although Miss Manners appreciates your concern for disappointed hosts, being sick is a legitimate reason for declining to attend an event at the last minute. Illness of any kind is, by definition, unpredictable.
If this happens, you are neither required nor expected to give a detailed explanation, and those who doubt your word are not your friends.
Dear Miss Manners: When there are service providers at my house (landscapers, plumbers, electricians, etc.) what, if anything, are my hostess obligations?
Should I offer them a sandwich? A glass of iced tea? Is there a difference if they are working inside or outside my home?
You do not have any hostess obligations, but you do have the obligations of a good employer. That means always treating employees with dignity and providing decent working conditions -- which may include sandwiches and iced tea depending on the hours, the work, and the availability of food and drink in the area.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Live Chats
Dining chat: QR code menus at restaurants make me want to stay home
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves. Update: This chat has been delayed until 1 p.m. ET. 

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-02-11
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Going Out Guide
The 43 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Mardi Gras, Valentine's Day and Presidents' Day combine for a weekend full of parades, parties, concerts and family activities.

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-02-12
This is one of the biggest holiday weekends of the year, as celebrations of Mardi Gras, Valentine's Day and Presidents' Day overlap and blur. (Sadly, no one organized our dream soiree with a brass band performing for singles dressed as Babe-raham Lincoln and other sexy presidents.) We have separate lists for the area's best Mardi Gras parties, Black History Month events, Lunar New Year celebrations, and Valentine's Day activities for singles and couples. While some events from those roundups are featured in this week's column, not all of them are, so we encourage you to check those other stories.
Book Lovers' Night Out at Old Town Books
The romance section is open late at Old Town Books for its after-hours Valentine's celebration. Its adults-only party includes themed bites and nonalcoholic drinks, plus a DIY bookmark bar and opportunities to chat with booksellers for personalized recommendations. Dedicated bookworms can purchase literary-themed flash tattoos from a local artist; another body artist offers titanium-grade piercings on-site. 7 to 9 p.m. $22.
BSO Lunar New Year Celebration at Strathmore
The Baltimore Symphony Orchestra celebrates the Year of the Horse with a mix of symphonic, folk and contemporary music from across East Asia, led by the BSO's Jiannan Cheng and featuring pianist Yekwon Sunwoo. A pre-concert party in the Music Center at Strathmore celebrates the Lunar New Year with traditional music and dance from local youth groups representing China, Korea, Vietnam and other Asian countries. Pre-concert activities begin at 5:30 p.m.; the concert begins at 7:30. $29-$68.
U Street Black History Month Centennial Celebration at Ben's Next Door
When you think of U Street, you probably think of Ben's Chili Bowl. Whether you uplift its role in the community or think chili-smothered half smokes are just a tourist trap, there's no denying its central place on D.C.'s legendary Black Broadway. While Ben's is undergoing renovations, the U Street Main Street organization is hosting its Black History Month celebration at Ben's Next Door. Kids can show up as early as 2 p.m. for games and coloring, while the adult portion of the day, beginning at 5 p.m., includes DJs, trivia, a Spades tournament and raffle, alongside happy hour specials. 2 to 10 p.m. Free.
Adrian Loving Presents: 'Disco! Music Image Dance Sound Salon' at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
You may have heard DJ Adrian Loving spinning at D.C. hot spots like La Betty, Cana or Eighteenth Street Lounge, but his encyclopedic knowledge of music doesn't end when the vinyl stops. Loving has written a book, "Fade To Grey: Androgyny, Style & Art in 80s Dance Music" and contributed to the recent "Disco! Music Image Dance." He'll discuss his process, including research and  preservation of histories, and disco's cultural and social importance during a talk at D.C.'s main public library. Disco-related books, music and artifacts from the library's collections will also be on display. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Free; registration requested.
Valentine Cheeses class at Cheestique
Heart-shaped triple cream cheese and rose-covered goat cheese are on the menu for a Valentine Cheeses tasting at Del Ray restaurant and cheese shop Cheesetique. Sign up for the hour-long online class and either pick up your cheese kit in person or have it delivered. You and your date can sample five delectable cheeses as Cheesetique owner Jill Erber gives you the rundown during an interactive Zoom discussion. A sangiovese from Santa Barbara is an optional add-on to make it a wine and cheese night. 7 p.m. $55-$114.98.
Dende at Pearl Street Warehouse
For those raised on silk-shirt R&B about begging for love in the rain -- not the too-cool-for-school crooners who turn their noses up at romance -- check out Dende, a Houston-based artist who sings for the yearners. His Def Jam debut, "I Am, Because You Are ...," is full of promises to buy his paramour flowers and treat them better: "I live for slow jams that I can hold you to," he sings. "I live for moments made just for me and you." Dende is joined by DMV talent Melan, whose 2025 album "Soulflower" has the heady rush of new love but doesn't get lost in the haze thanks to her ear for beats. 8 p.m. $16-$35.
Africa, With Love at National Museum of African Art
For this free after-hours party, the Smithsonian's National Museum of African Art brings Afro-funk band Chopteeth to the museum for a musical performance. Tour the galleries, buy a drink at the bar, and make your own art at a crafting station. 6 to 9 p.m. Free; reservation required.
Loverfest at Whitlow's on U Street
There are two parties at Whitlow's on Valentine's Day Eve, depending on your relationship status. "Honoring friendship in all its forms" is the theme of the Galentine's Day Loverfest on one floor, featuring Taylor Swift cover band Fearless Eras, which has performed at the State Theatre and headlined the "Life of a Showgirl" album release party at Problem Child. (9:30 p.m. Free.) Singles can show up early for the ticketed Cuffing Season happy hour, which features colored wristbands -- green if you're available, red for a wingman or wingwoman -- and themed cocktails. (Feb. 13 from 6 to 9 p.m. $10.)
Anti-Valentine's Day & the Shredding of Grievances at Dacha
The beer garden's Shaw location has a suggestion for the resigned singles, the recently heartbroken and the divorced-and-proud crowd this Valentine's: "Don't air your grievances. Destroy them." It will stretch a giant roll of paper across its picnic tables and offer markers to scribble out your frustrations. At 9 p.m., the paper goes through the shredder. RSVPs aren't required, but those who register on Eventbrite get a free Jell-O shot on their way in. 7 p.m. Free.
Venus: A Galentine's Dance Party at Black Cat
Skye Marinda, the District's favorite resident witch, hosts a Galentine's celebration of the divine feminine. Guests are invited to wear "whatever brings out your inner Venus," which might mean pink, roses, pearls or crowns. Miranda offers love-themed tarot readings; DJs Dianamatic and $et take the stage to set the mood; and dancers Yooji and May Day take the pole for performances. Note that this event is 18+. 8 p.m. $13.
The Cottage: A 'Heated Rivalry' Dance Party and Drag Show at Songbyrd
Nearly every D.C. venue (from cozy DC9 to the cavernous Anthem) has hosted or plans to host a dance party in honor of "Heated Rivalry." Most feature TikTok fan edits set to pop songs on a big screen. But what sets Songbyrd's party apart is its other form of entertainment -- drag kings. Expect house, pop and disco, plus Shane-and-Ilya inspired costumes and performances at a midnight show hosted by drag mainstay Brooke N. Hymen. 11 p.m. $19.
Girl Scout cookies and beer at Port City Brewing
Girl Scout cookies are hot commodities at local breweries: Right Proper hosted a beer-and-cookie tasting last week, and on Friday night, Port City is pairing five styles of cookies with five of its brews at its Alexandria taproom. A welcome drink is included in the ticket price. Doors at 6:30 p.m. for the welcome drink; tasting begins at 7. $24.
Slay Them! Drag competition at City-State
The latest edition of local drag sensation Desiree Dik's Slay Them drag competition finds seven queens taking the stage at City-State in hopes of taking home the crown. Bonus: The bar is staying open later than usual. 8 to 11 p.m. Free.
George Washington Birthday Parade in Old Town Alexandria
On Presidents' Day weekend, it's the first president who gets most of the attention. The main attraction is the George Washington Birthday Parade, which has been celebrated in the streets of Old Town Alexandria since 1801. Marching bands, floats, Revolutionary War reenactors, and fife and drum corps fill St. Asaph and Pitt streets on Saturday afternoon, with "General and Mrs. Washington" as honored guests. The day also includes a wreath-laying at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the American Revolution, and special hours at some historic sites. Parade from 2 to 4 p.m.; other event times vary. Free.
'Happy Birthday, George Washington' at the Library of Congress
"Happy Birthday, George Washington" is the theme at the Library of Congress' monthly Family Day, which includes tours of its "The Two Georges" exhibit, craft activities and talks with Library staff. 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free; Timed tickets required for Library entry.
Frederick Douglass 208th Birthday Celebration at Capital Turnaround
Frederick Douglass's annual birthday party is too big for his historic Cedar Hill home, so the celebration is once again held at the Capital Turnaround theater across from the Navy Yard. Hear Douglass's speeches recited by the student winners of the annual Frederick Douglass Oratorical Contest and traditional African American songs from the Jubilee Voices ensemble, and play a game of Black History Month Jeopardy. Author Jeffrey Rosen, the CEO emeritus of the National Constitution Center, provides the keynote address, comparing Douglass and Abraham Lincoln to a second generation of Founding Fathers. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free.
250th Festival: Celebrating Our Story at the National Portrait Gallery
The National Portrait Gallery begins its celebrations of America's 250th anniversary with a festival celebrating the faces in the museum's collection. The Washington Ballet is performing a work inspired by "American Winners: Athletes and Entertainers Who Shaped the Nation," and hosting an interactive workshop. D.C. artist MasPaz is leading a screen-printing workshop, while mixed-media artist Donna Castellanos leads art-making activities. Look for live music, gallery tours, story times and games for all ages. 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Mortified at the Black Cat
The most cringe-inducing Valentine's Day in town? Let us introduce you to the annual "Mortified D.C.: Doomed Valentine's" night, which finds adults mining their old unsent love letters, teenage diary entries, emails from exes and ghosted text messages to tell true -- and very embarrassing -- stories about love. Previous editions have been car-crash-comedy gold, with tales of first kisses and being stood up on a big date. You'll also find yourself sympathizing and perhaps blushing along with the storytellers onstage, and possibly thinking back to the overwrought poems you wrote to your high school crush. 7 p.m. $18-$29.90.
Red Light Special at Everyday People
Hopefully the lights are turned down really low at Everyday People on Valentine's Day, because the early-evening "Red Light Special" promises to be a destination for couples seeking smooth and sultry slow jams. Look for DJs D-Skillz and Champ Lifestyle to spin throwbacks like D'Angelo's "Untitled," Art of Noise's "Moments in Love" and Prince's "Adore," as well as the TLC slow-burner that inspired the party's name. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Valen-Zine at Doubles
Since they proliferated at the height of the District's punk scene, zines have been an analog way to showcase passion. Show your love -- for your partner, friends or the DIY art form -- with the help of D.C. Zine Fest, which is hosting a zine craft and swap at the Park View coffee shop/ping-pong palace. They'll set up on the back patio with materials to make your own one-sheet and Victorian puzzle purses. Bring your favorite zines to share in a communal reading. 1 to 3 p.m. Free.
Valentine's Day Tarot Masterclass at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Lost in love and looking for answers? You might find them at the downtown library's tarot reading workshop. The first installment of a series on tarot basics, this session focuses on asking the right questions to refine your love life. In the first hour, expect an in-depth master class from a local reader. The second half of the workshop gives you an opportunity to try your own hand at reading. The instructor also offers paid readings at an additional cost. Limited loaners are available, so bring your own tarot deck if you have one. 2 to 4 p.m. $25.
Black Ink Open House at Pyramid Atlantic
Black screenprinters and printmakers take center stage at Pyramid Atlantic's annual Black Ink open house. Visit the Hyattsville art studio to see Hadiya Williams' exhibit "OFFLINE: Tracing the Source," then hear the printmaker discuss her process alongside curator Anika Hobbs. Throughout the day, there are printmaking, screen printing, bookbinding and papermaking demonstrations, as well as a chance to visit individual artists' studios. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
"From Rhythm to Resistance: A Celebration of Caribbean-American Heritage" at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Live music bookends a discussion about Caribbean American history and social justice as part of the D.C. Library's Black History Month celebrations. Mike's Music Machine's steel pan performance is followed by a panel of local scholars exploring the impact of Caribbean culture on America's journey toward equality. The afternoon wraps with Image Band bringing the sound and vibe of Trinidad's Carnival. Noon to 2:30 p.m. Free.
Red Derby Disco Honky-Tonk
The Red Derby calls its annual Disco Honky-Tonk party a Valentine's Day event, but you don't need a date to have a great time dancing to ABBA and Dolly. Get to the 14th Street bar between 5 and 7 p.m. for $7 espresso martinis. 5 p.m. Free.
Mardi Gras at the Wharf
D.C.'s biggest public Mardi Gras celebration features marching bands, stilt walkers, street performers and festively decorated floats parading from one end of the Wharf development to the other, beginning at 3:30 p.m. (Look for guests including the Racing Presidents and other sports mascots.) Once the last participants cross the finish line, you'll find bands playing brass music, jazz and go-go on outdoor stages at both ends of Wharf Street. A kids zone at the southern end hosts family activities, including mask making and face painting, and there are multiple outdoor bar areas for adults. Festive vibes continue at bars and restaurants around the Wharf, with hurricanes and rum cocktails at Tiki TNT; a Mardi Gras Jam at Pearl Street Warehouse, beginning at 1 p.m.; and parties on rooftops, including at Whiskey Charlie. The party ends with fireworks shot from a barge at 6:30. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
Mardi Gras on H Street
An outdoor stage near 12th and H streets NE is the centerpiece of the nightlife corridor's annual family-friendly party, with live music by groups including the Eastern High School marching band and the U.S. Army Blues band, line dancing, a moon bounce, and face painting. The Atlas Performing Arts Center is also getting into the act, including a free performance of the Goodlife Theatre's "Recycling Pirates" musical puppet show and ticketed performances of Constellation Theatre Company's "Dracula: A Comedy of Terrors." Stop into bars and restaurants for additional entertainment: The Johnny Graves Quartet is popping up at Gallery O on H, while the Henceforth brewpub has live music. Sunday from noon to 7:30 p.m. Most events free.
Mardi Gras Fiesta at Republic Cantina
For most of the year, Republic Cantina is a place where Tex-pats can get their fill of sizzling smoked brisket enchiladas or queso compuesto, washed down with spicy margaritas and a soundtrack of Waylon and Willie. But when Mardi Gras rolls around, the cozy restaurant changes tack: Shrimp po' boys, fried okra, Hurricanes served in commemorative plastic cups, and a brass band parading through the dining room. No reservations are accepted, so get there early. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Living the Dream ... Singing the Dream' at the Music Center at Strathmore
After many years at the Kennedy Center, this annual tribute to Martin Luther King Jr., presented by Washington Performing Arts and Choral Arts, has moved north to Strathmore. "We Are One: A Global Song for Justice and Unity" is the theme for the performance, featuring the Washington Performing Arts Men, Women and Children of the Gospel Choirs and the Choral Arts Symphonic Chorus. 7 p.m. $28.75-$86.25.
Kolsch Service at Lost Generation
By the time you read this, Europe's largest party will be underway in the German city of Cologne, where the week-long Karneval attracts millions for street parties and parades, many of whom will be imbibing kolsch, the city's easy-drinking golden beer. The beer comes with its own culture of service: Blue-aproned waiters, known as kobes, circle the room, carrying trays of full beers, and plop down a slim, cylindrical 6.8-ounce glass, known as a stange, in front of anyone who's glass has been emptied. With each delivery, the kobes draws another tick on a beer mat to track the table's consumption. They keep circling the crowd, refreshing beers until a coaster is placed atop the stange. Why are you hearing all this? Because Lost Generation is bringing a taste of Cologne to Eckington on Sunday to celebrate its new kolsch, Beauty In A Glance. Just like in Cologne, Lost Generation's servers will keep handing you fresh glasses of kolsch -- $3 each! -- until you say "when" by turning over your coaster. Noon to 6 p.m. Free; $3 per beer.
Presidents' Day tour at the National Museum of Health and Medicine
The National Museum of Health and Medicine is one of our favorite off-the-beaten path museums. Where else can you find a giant colon, a swollen leg with elephantiasis, and gruesome Civil War-era amputation kits under the same roof? The museum, run by the U.S. Army, has ties to several presidents: The bullet that killed Abraham Lincoln, is on display alongside skull fragments, and another case holds a section of James Garfield's vertebrae. A special docent-led tour, held only a few times a year, serves as an introduction to the collections at the Silver Spring museum. 2 p.m. Free.
Petworth Peanuts Book Exchange and Carnivale at Hook Hall
Petworth Peanuts, a nonprofit group for families in the greater Petworth area, is hosting a community carnivale and book exchange with more than 1,000 children's books and puzzles available to take home free. There's entertainment from singer Mr. Rob, a magician, tap dancers, and a balloon artist; a soft play area, including a bounce house; a costume contest; plenty of games; and a chance for parents to socialize. 2 to 6 p.m. Free; $5 donation per family suggested.
Crush Valen-wine's at Lulu's Winegarden
Who doesn't love sampling wine while snacking on breakfast tacos? Bring your partner, a date or a gaggle of friends to Lulu's for a Valentine's-themed edition of its Crush wine tastings. Around 25 different wines -- including "bubbles, pink wines and silky whites" -- are available at tasting stations in the Shaw bar's back garden, along with bottomless tacos. If you find a wine you love, to-go bottles are available for purchase. Two sessions: Noon to 1:30 p.m. or 2 to 3:30 p.m. $72.60.
Presidents' Day at Mount Vernon
Mount Vernon, George Washington's home and plantation, opens its doors to the public with no charge on Presidents' Day, and the busy schedule features Revolutionary War military drills and cannon firing; a meet-and-greet with an actor portraying Washington; tours of the recently reopened mansion; a ceremony at Washington's tomb; and a concert by the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps. Children can also make a birthday card and play 18th-century games. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Lincoln's Life, Death and Legacy at President Lincoln's Cottage
Abraham Lincoln, whose birthday was Thursday, also gets his due on Presidents' Day, thanks to a guided tour organized by President Lincoln's Cottage. "Lincoln's Life, Death and Legacy" explores Lincoln as both a president and a citizen, visiting the cottage where he worked on the Emancipation Proclamation; Ford's Theatre, where he was assassinated; and the Lincoln Memorial, where he is remembered. Tickets include transportation between all three sites. 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $75.
Lundi Gras party at St. Vincent Wine
Lundi Gras -- literally "Fat Monday" -- is New Orleans' warmup for the main event. At the New Orleans-inspired wine garden in Park View, Lundi Gras has become the focal point, with jazz trumpeter Joe Brotherton and his trio performing in the heated backyard tent as well as on the second floor's stage. Tickets include a hurricane spritz cocktail, beads and entry into a raffle; a special New Orleans menu can be purchased a la carte. Note that table reservations are good for two hours. 5 to 10 p.m. stvincentwine.com. $20.
Chinatown's Midnight Madness
At one of Chinatown's earlier Lunar New Year celebrations, the Hung Ci Lion Dance Troupe dances through the streets before ending its route at Anthem Row. Spectators are invited to feed the lions with red envelopes; businesses receive red envelopes and lettuce to symbolize spreading wealth and warding off negative spirits. 11:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
Bayou Gras Mardi Pardi at Bayou Bakery
Chef David Guas is a native of New Orleans and loves sharing the city's culture through his cookbooks and his Arlington restaurant, Bayou Bakery. The cafe is open with a special menu from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. but really kicks into gear afterward. The District Brass Band performs while guests tuck into an all-you-can-eat spread with crawfish Monica, gumbo, gulf shrimp jambalaya, red beans and rice, and signature muff-a-lotta sandwiches, plus plenty of king cakes and desserts. An add-on option includes an open bar with frozen daiquiris, hurricanes, the Nola paloma and Abita beer. There's a special menu for kids younger than 12, too. 5 to 9 p.m. bayoubakeryva.com. $55 all-you-can-eat, $85 all-you-can-eat-and-drink; $25 children's ticket.
Paczki Day at Ivy and Coney
The beginning of Lent isn't all king cakes and beignets. In Polish-speaking communities in the Midwest, Fat Tuesday is for paczki, a puffy powdered doughnut filled with rich cream or fruited jelly -- a last indulgence before weeks of fasting. At Ivy and Coney, the Shaw bar that celebrates its owners' hometowns of Detroit and Chicago, boxes of paczki are brought in from Silver Spring's Woodmoor Pastry Shop. Buy a beer and get a free doughnut -- one per customer. (Be warned: D.C.'s transplanted Midwesterners show up early and line up for a taste of home.) The kitchen also makes pierogies for the occasion, and they're sold a la carte. 5 p.m. Free.
Mardi Gras Celebration at Mr. Henry's
The Bob Schwartz Quintet performs "carnival" tunes by King Oliver, Louis Armstrong, Fats Waller, Duke Ellington and other jazz greats during this annual show at the venerable Mr. Henry's. Tickets include a buffet with crawfish, gumbo, shrimp and grits, and other dishes; a tarot card reader; and "beads for all." 6 to 10 p.m. $49.
Margo Price at 9:30 Club
For about a week in September, it seemed like Margo Price might have been the last musical guest on "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" following a suspension the late-night host received over a politically charged monologue. Although Kimmel soon returned, Price's performance was prophetic: The outlaw country star performed "Don't Let the Bastards Get You Down," updating the song's final lyric to "Keep all them fascists underground." 7 p.m. $40.30.
Say She She at the Atlantis
Say She She is a Brooklyn-born trio with a tongue-twister moniker and a smooth sound indebted to classic soul and disco-funk a la Nile Rodgers and Chic. Expect three-part harmonies, wah-wah guitar, walking bass lines and four-on-the-floor grooves built for dancing. 6:30 p.m. $36.50.
Year of the Red Fire Horse Lunar New Year Celebration at McLean Community Center
The McLean Community Center welcomes out-of-town troupe Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company for a Lunar New Year production that fuses ceremonial dance with contemporary movement. Expect a traditional dragon and lion dance as well as a new work called "Carousel," inspired by 2026's zodiac sign. 7 p.m. $25-$35.
'National Parks Cookbook' talk at Bold Fork Books
In their new cookbook, authors Nina Elder and Melissa Knific bring 100 recipes inspired by the lodges, restaurants and ingredients of the country's 63 national parks -- think popovers from Acadia and chili from Grand Teton's. Their talk at Bold Fork Books is moderated by The Post's own travel reporter Natalie Compton. 7 p.m. $8 admission; $37 admission and signed cookbook.
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Theater
How this 75-year-old Tony-winning clown stays in shape for the stage
Actor Bill Irwin is taking his solo show "On Beckett" to Shakespeare Theatre Company.

Bill Irwin in the Irish Repertory Theatre's virtual production of "On Beckett." (Courtesy of the Irish Repertory Theatre)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-02-12
When Bill Irwin hits the gym and scans the wall of screens for a diversion, the 75-year-old actor and clown often finds himself seduced by soccer. As the players run and run and run, then run some more, the tireless pursuit steers his mind toward a line from Samuel Beckett's "Stories and Texts for Nothing" collection: "I say to the body, Up with you now, and I can feel it struggling, like an old hack foundered in the street."
"What he's saying is, to me, so resonant," Irwin explained during a mid-January video chat from his Manhattan home. "That's really a look at mortality and an inability to run the whole field like we used to. I think sometimes what we do on this earth is just run and run, and then our legs won't do it anymore -- but we keep running."
Yet Irwin, known for inhabiting the silently bamboozled Mr. Noodle on "Sesame Street," Cindy Lou Who's wholesome father in "How the Grinch Stole Christmas" and the sarcastic robot TARS in "Interstellar," shows no signs of slowing down. In 2024, he returned to Broadway in a Tony-winning revival of the vaccine hysteria dramedy "Eureka Day." Last year, he appeared in the Netflix limited series "The Beast in Me" and shot a clandestine role in Christopher Nolan's blockbuster adaptation of "The Odyssey."
Now, Irwin is circling back to Beckett. Having debuted his solo show "On Beckett" nearly a decade ago and performed that vaudevillian treatise in San Francisco, Minneapolis and New York, Irwin is breaking out his baggy pants once more for a run at Shakespeare Theatre Company's Klein Theatre through March 15. Irwin uses the 90-minute exercise to recite passages -- from "Stories and Texts for Nothing," the ubiquitous play "Waiting for Godot," and the novels "Watt" and "The Unnamable" -- while flashing his loose-limbed virtuosity and interrogating a question: Is Beckett's tragicomic writing natural clown territory?

Irwin, left, with John Goodman and Nathan Lane in "Waiting for Godot." (Joan Marcus/Roundabout Theatre)


"It is an actor's and a clown's response to this writing, partly because it just will not leave my head," said Irwin, a Tony winner for the 2005 Broadway revival of "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" "I'm sharing my inability to ignore this writing."
Irwin is well versed with Beckett. Most famously, he played the incoherently philosophizing captive Lucky in a 1988 Lincoln Center production of "Waiting for Godot" starring Robin Williams and Steve Martin, then portrayed the central tramp Vladimir opposite Nathan Lane's Estragon in 2009's Broadway revival. In 1992, Irwin tackled director Joseph Chaikin's stage version of "Texts for Nothing" at New York's Public Theater.
"I had a head full and a body full and some personal legacy with this work," he said, "and wanted to know what I could [or] should do with it."
A product of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Clown College, Irwin long ago entrenched his reputation as one of American theater's foremost physical performers. And the more he read up on Beckett's early-1900s upbringing -- watching silent comedies on-screen and attending variety theater with his family -- the more Irwin identified vaudevillian roots in his works.
"I think that's all churning in Beckett's head as a young writer," Irwin said. "I am haunted by Beckett. I am professionally a clown. Ergo, for me, there's a connection."
The result is "On Beckett," a decidedly Irwinian rumination in which the showman twists and contorts and shimmies his way into the playwright's existential headspace.
"It's just Bill Irwin standing onstage, and in a very kind of casual way," said Drew Lichtenberg, the Shakespeare Theatre's artistic producer. "Then all of a sudden he can go into Beckett and he summons the spirit of the work."
For a man in his mid-70s, Irwin exudes uncanny vitality. At one point during our call, he offered a taste of his pantomiming prowess, smushing his head into apparent necklessness before grabbing his ears and cranking it back into place. (Yes, there were sound effects.)
Such physical proficiency led Nolan to cast Irwin in an as-yet-unnamed role in "The Odyssey." Although online sleuths have concluded he is probably playing the cyclops Polyphemus, Irwin can only say that he's one element in the creation of a character. "It's wild in Christopher Nolan land, because he's just got this dedication to physical filmmaking," Irwin said. "Anytime he can avoid anything digital or computer-generated, he will -- which makes being an actor for him a deep adventure."

Even in his 70s, Irwin exudes an uncanny vitality. (Courtesy of the Irish Repertory Theatre)


So how does Irwin stay so spry? He's a self-described "gym junkie" and Equinox aficionado. When he takes his dog, Zelda, out for a walk, the pair typically climb the stairs back to his 10th-floor apartment. Irwin aims to exert himself to the point of breathlessness at least once a day. And one of his most prized possessions is the lightweight Mylar mirror in his living room that he uses to regularly practice certain onstage movements.
"I think I only have something to offer to audiences who may want to come to see 'On Beckett' if I am fully fired and jazzed in the baggy-pants tradition and that meets this incredibly rich, funny, complex language," Irwin said. "So it's my job to be raring to go at places eight times a week."
If Irwin has his way, he'll be far from done with Beckett after this run. He'd love another crack at "Godot," suggesting that he feels more equipped to tackle the text now than ever, and is also looking to stage "On Beckett" in Ireland.
As tragic as Beckett's work can be, Irwin finds it uncannily invigorating. That lines up with his one fleeting interaction with Beckett the man, not long before the playwright's 1989 death at age 83. Upon making Irwin's acquaintance, Beckett hit Irwin with the same question the writer apparently asked most strangers: Did he have any children?
"He was eager to know about the next generations," Irwin said. "This is the strange irony. He does survey a void. He loves to look at human existence from a certain point of view, which challenges us to look at a bleakness of our lives. But at the same time, he's full of go-forward energy."
On Beckett
Klein Theatre, 450 Seventh St. NW. shakespearetheatre.org.
Date: Feb. 11 to March 15.
Price: $43 to $189
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Arts & Entertainment
Inside the Kennedy Center's scorched-earth Washington National Opera split
How the Washington National Opera's Francesca Zambello forced a confrontation to leave the Kennedy Center after the Trump takeover threatened its future.

(Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Geoff Edgers, Kelsey Ables, Janay Kingsberry | 2026-02-12
Back in November, Washington National Opera artistic director Francesca Zambello figured out exactly how she would blow up the opera company's 44-year relationship with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
She did not warn anyone ahead of time -- not her board of trustees or even her closest professional confidant, the opera's general director, Timothy O'Leary -- because Zambello knew what they might say:
Don't do it, Cesca. Be more cautious.
She just did it, without asking. Between rehearsals one day, Zambello gave a candid interview to the Guardian, divulging the traumatic effect of President Donald Trump's polarizing takeover of the arts center: empty seats, plunging donations, supporters so upset they were ripping up the opera's mailed brochures and sending them back to her with angry notes.
"They say things like: 'I'm never setting foot in there until the "orange menace" is gone,'" Zambello told the London-based news outlet. "Or: 'Don't you know history? Don't you know what Hitler did? I refuse to give you a penny.'" The opera company, she said, might be forced to move.
Her words reached their intended audience.
Richard Grenell, Trump's handpicked Kennedy Center boss, contacted the opera board on Nov. 8, a Saturday, just hours after the Guardian story appeared: Would they be disciplining Zambello for her outburst? (Opera board members say he explicitly told them she should be removed. Grenell's team denies that.)
He also informed the board that he wanted to end the center's contract with the opera company. The affiliation agreement, signed in 2011 and renewed in 2024, requires the Kennedy Center to provide the opera $2.75 million each year and pay for its staff and expenses.
The opera board brushed off Grenell's first request; it considers Zambello, 69, irreplaceable.

Francesca Zambello, the artistic director of the Washington National Opera, seen last year in New York, gave an interview designed to catch the Kennedy Center's attention. (Sean Zanni/Patrick McMullan/Getty Images)



Richard Grenell, president of the Kennedy Center, watches as President Donald Trump arrives on the red carpet for the FIFA World Cup 2026 Official Draw in December. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


On the second matter, the board's members were more flexible. They started talking about how to leave the Kennedy Center and dissolve the affiliation agreement. Their final vote came Jan. 9.
"It has nothing to do with the name change," said attorney Kenneth Feinberg, a longtime opera board member, alluding to the Kennedy Center board's vote in December to add Trump's name to the center. "It is strictly dollars and cents, and the Kennedy Center's inability to understand the economics of how opera works."
Now, with Trump's plan to shut down the Kennedy Center for two years of renovations, Zambello's decision to go off-script with the Guardian seems prescient. While others, including the National Symphony Orchestra, are facing a shutdown thrust upon them with no notice, the opera has a significant head start on planning its post-Kennedy Center future.
"My first thought remains I consider this whole situation just so sad and tragic," said Daniel Glaser, an opera board member. "But I'm glad we had a plan, and I think we're now better positioned to weather this move."
Which is not to say the move will be easy. Within hours of the company's vote, the Kennedy Center cut off its email and shut down its website. And the company is leaving behind the best opera house in town -- a 2,364-seat space that since 1971 has played host to Renee Fleming, Placido Domingo and Denyce Graves. The opera will also lose the Kennedy Center's annual contribution to its budget and is in negotiations over roughly $20 million of endowment funds, which the Kennedy Center has not yet agreed to release.
But the Washington National Opera faces bigger questions. Will its audience, a good chunk of whom stopped coming to performances last year, follow it to alternative spaces in the District that are less equipped for opera? Next month, the company will offer productions of "Treemonisha," featuring the music of ragtime pianist Scott Joplin, and "The Crucible" at George Washington University's Lisner Auditorium. Other events will be announced later.
"You cannot be an itinerant company without a home," said Esther Nelson, the former general director of Boston Lyric Opera and the Glimmerglass Festival in Cooperstown, New York. "You can do things outside your home, but eventually you need a home to be financially stable."
The Jan. 9 announcement stunned opera colleagues, ticket buyers and subscribers, but the roots of the move can be traced back decades. In 2011, the Washington National Opera was on the cusp of economic extinction when it signed the deal that effectively made it part of the Kennedy Center.
The affiliation agreement came after years of turmoil and a near-bankruptcy. Former company officials pin blame on Placido Domingo, the swaggering superstar tenor who became artistic director in 1996 and then general director in 2003. During his tenure, the WNO's programming grew more ambitious, adding stars such as Jose Carreras and Fleming to the fold. He also oversaw its renaming: Originally the Washington Opera, it became the Washington National Opera in 2004.
But Domingo did not keep his budget in check.
"Washington Opera was a nice, smallish regional opera company for many, many years until they hired Placido," said Michael Mael, the executive director from 2011 to 2017. "Placido expected the company to perform on par with the Metropolitan Opera, and that's expensive."
Mark Weinstein, Mael's predecessor, had worked with the beloved soprano Beverly Sills when she served as the general director of the New York City Opera in the 1980s.
"Both of them are self-centered individuals, but Beverly understood that if the company did well, it would reflect well on her," he said. "With Domingo, it was always the opposite. It was, 'What can these companies do for me?' Money didn't matter to Placido because he always felt there was more money out there."
Soon after the arrival of Domingo -- a commanding presence and donor magnet once compared by a swooning critic to "a hero from Gothic Spain" -- the opera was running as much as a $10 million deficit some years, drawing from its shrinking endowment funds to offset it, Weinstein said. When Weinstein tried to make spending cuts, he said he encountered resistance from Jane Cafritz, then the board chair.

Placido Domingo in January 2006 at a celebration for his 10th anniversary with the Kennedy Center and his 65th birthday. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


"Cafritz called me in and said I was a constraint to Domingo, and Domingo never really wanted me there, and then Jane said, 'I want Domingo, and he wants you out, so you're out,'" Weinstein recalls.
(Cafritz, who remains a member of the WNO board, did not return phone calls. Through an opera representative, she disputed Weinstein's account but declined to give an interview.)
In an email received after this story was originally published, Domingo said it was the board's decision, not his, to let Weinstein go. He acknowledged that the company ran deficits -- a common situation for operas in the United States -- and said they were offset by gifts and sponsorships.
"When, however, the Board asked me to cut the number of productions or postpone less well-known works, I complied," he said.
By 2011, when Domingo stepped down from his WNO role, the situation was dire.
Mael, who had replaced Weinstein, found an ally in then-Kennedy Center President Michael Kaiser, who was not only an opera appreciator but a former member of the company's board.
Kaiser viewed the Washington National Opera as an important part of the Kennedy Center's mission as a nonprofit organization.
"One, it's hard to imagine the national cultural center in Washington, D.C., without an opera in it," he explains. "And number two ... you don't want the Opera House to be empty for 10, 15 weeks a year. You don't want unused real estate."
The affiliation agreement effectively turned the WNO, once a totally independent organization, into a branch of the Kennedy Center. Its business operations moved to the center's payroll, including its executives, publicists and fundraisers. The opera's income went back to the Kennedy Center. The opera had to get approval from the Kennedy Center to move forward on programming, but its board had the authority to make "final artistic decisions for each Season, including casting, conductors, directors, scenic design and music," according to the affiliation agreement.
Theoretically, Kaiser could fire the WNO's artistic director. But at the time, opera company officials had no cause for concern. The National Symphony Orchestra, also under the Kennedy Center's wing, required a far greater subsidy and had operated with a fair amount of artistic freedom for years.
"It really did save the opera," said O'Leary, the current general director. It "was a period where a lot of organizations completely dissolved. Museums, symphonies, the Baltimore Opera Company. It really was like the Kennedy Center will provide the financial backstop for the opera."

Portraits of President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Trump, Vice President JD Vance and second lady Usha Vance inside the Kennedy Center Hall of Nations. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


Now, after the Kennedy Center's dramatic shifts under Trump, Kaiser looks back to a fork in the road that could have changed everything. Around 2007, he examined the governance of the Kennedy Center and decided it made no sense for the president to have the authority to appoint its board.
The issue wasn't political. In the past, Republican and Democratic leaders viewed the institution as nonpartisan and kept the board balanced between parties.
But Kaiser theorized the Kennedy Center could raise more money if it cultivated its own board members, with an eye to their resources and networking abilities.
"It had nothing to do with whether a president was going to fire board members or not," said Kaiser. "That's not why I was concerned."
However, a crisis at the Smithsonian Institution over the spending of then-Secretary Lawrence M. Small changed his mind, and Kaiser resolved that it wasn't the right time to go to Congress asking for more autonomy.
"And what no one realized, certainly not myself, was that the legislation [creating the Kennedy Center] did not prohibit the president from removing board members," said Kaiser. "He had free rein to add or subtract at will."
Which is exactly what Trump did after taking office. In February 2025, he replaced all of Joe Biden's appointees on the Kennedy Center board with his own slate that included White House Chief of Staff Susie Wiles, second lady Usha Vance and White House Presidential Personnel Office Director Sergio Gor. That new board then voted Trump chairman of the Kennedy Center and fired the center's president, Deborah Rutter, a respected arts administrator who had replaced Kaiser in 2014. Grenell, a longtime Republican Party figure who had served as U.S. ambassador to Germany and spokesman for the U.S. delegation to the United Nations, took over. Grenell then fired scores of Kennedy Center employees, attacked the previous leadership and laid out a shift in philosophy.

The Washington National Opera's 2025 production of "Aida". (Scott Suchman/Washington National Opera)


Grenell, who has declined multiple requests to speak with The Washington Post over the past year, told Fox News Digital that the Kennedy Center had no money in reserve and was taking "tens of millions of dollars in public funds."
"We must have programs that sell tickets," he said. "We can't afford to pay for content that doesn't at least pay for itself right now."
Early on, the opera realized it had a problem.
The Kennedy Center's new leaders, who had little or no experience in nonprofit arts institutions, either did not understand or agree with the economic reality for operas, symphonies and other fine arts institutions around the country: They never cover the cost of a production solely through ticket sales. They almost always lean on support from donors, corporations and other sponsors.
Those funding sources aren't often in place yet at the point when artistic directors need to sign top-notch talent -- typically three to five years in advance. And yet Grenell, first in meetings last spring and later in his frequent social media commentary, made it clear that he viewed the company as a financial drain on the Kennedy Center. If they wanted to schedule any future production, he told them, they had to show him how it would break even.
"There's no nonprofit performing arts company in the country that can possibly operate without other sources of revenue or funding to compliment ticket sale income, and it's impossible to know in advance that you have all of those in place," said Peter Gelb, the longtime general manager of the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. "If the Met operated that way, we wouldn't be able to perform at all."
Last summer, O'Leary started to realize how challenging it would be to plan the opera's seasons. Grenell wanted revenue projections at a time when the Trump-driven changes at the Kennedy Center were making it harder to even approach the previous year's figures. Trump's takeover had alienated a chunk of the opera's audience. That became more acute when his name was put on the exterior of the building in December. During Grenell's first year, the number of WNO staffers paid for by the Kennedy Center fell from 56 to 36. The entire development department left, according to company leaders.

Trump's name was put on the exterior of the Kennedy Center building in December. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By November, Zambello thought the relationship with the Kennedy Center was beyond repair.
Not everyone on the opera board agreed. And some feared the consequence of leaving the company's home.
That's when she decided to go rogue.
Zambello chose the Guardian as her platform for raising the alarm, reasoning that it would deliver maximum impact through its international audience.
"I was concerned that many people who I spoke with -- audience members, donors -- they did not know our situation," Zambello said now. "And it's my job to tell the truth."
Glaser, a WNO board member of several years, admits he was surprised to see the comments in the Guardian. He wouldn't have chosen that route. It wasn't his style. But Zambello's decision marked a turning point, and after that, Glaser knew there was no way to move forward with the Kennedy Center:
"It was very, very clear that we reached the point of no return."
When Deborah Borda, the former president and CEO of the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the New York Philharmonic, learned about the challenges for the Washington National Opera, she concurred that it was the right choice.
"That's a fascinating thing, because that is a form of leadership where the leader makes a decision and brings about a crisis," Borda said. "So there has to be action."
That action became official last month with the opera board's vote. Three members who voted no resigned afterward: Anne Kline Pohanka, Eric J. Kadel and Molly Wilkinson. But the board's executive committee was unanimous. The remaining leaders were ready to move forward, outside the Kennedy Center.
In the aftermath, Grenell insisted in a social media post that he had started the process to end the partnership, and technically, he wasn't wrong.
But it had been Zambello, with her controversial interview, who set it all in motion.

Zambello at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York in April 2023. (Cindy Ord/Getty Images)


She knows what it's like for an opera company to pull up stakes. In the '90s, when San Francisco's historic War Memorial Opera House underwent renovations for earthquake damage, she reenvisioned Borodin's "Prince Igor" for the sprawling arena that became the city opera's temporary quarters. In Houston in 2018, she staged "West Side Story" in a cozy space dubbed the "Resilience Theatre" that was quickly assembled within a convention center after the Houston Grand Opera's downtown home was flooded by Hurricane Harvey. And in 2021, Zambello created an outdoor season at the Glimmerglass Festival in Cooperstown, N.Y., after having to cancel the previous season due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Just last fall, a small fire in the Kennedy Center forced the WNO to stage its final production of Verdi's "Macbeth" at George Washington University's Lisner Auditorium. O'Leary knew it would be a suitable landing spot if the opera needed to move quickly. In March, the WNO returns there to stage "Treemonisha" and "The Crucible."
"To be honest, that was an illustration of the fact that it was still a great venue for us," said O'Leary. "It's where we began 70 years ago, and it was also an illustration of the kind of tenacity and resilience and esprit de corps of the company. This show-must-go-on mentality. We were not going to cancel the production; we wanted to make sure we delivered the show to the audience, and we did."
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
James Van Der Beek, who became a teen idol on 'Dawson's Creek,' dies at 48
The '90s teen drama vaulted him to stardom. He went on to play a high school quarterback in "Varsity Blues" and battled colorectal cancer in recent years.

Actor James Van Der Beek in 2019. (Frazer Harrison/Getty Images)


By Rachel Pannett | 2026-02-11
James Van Der Beek, who became a 1990s teen idol as the clean-cut, floppy-haired title character on "Dawson's Creek," and who went on to a busy screen career that included self-deprecating comic roles on shows such as "Don't Trust the B---- in Apartment 23," died Feb. 11. He was 48.
His family announced the death in a post on his official Instagram account, which did not say where he died. Mr. Van Der Beek revealed in 2024 that he had been diagnosed with colorectal cancer.
The show that catapulted him to wide recognition, "Dawson's Creek," followed the lives of four teenagers in the fictional New England town of Capeside. Mr. Van Der Beek played the titular Dawson Leery, a sensitive, romantic 15-year-old with dreams of becoming a filmmaker. "All the mysteries of the universe, all the answers to life's questions, can be found in a Spielberg film," he says.

From left, "Dawson's Creek" actors Joshua Jackson, Michelle Williams, James Van Der Beek and Katie Holmes. (Columbia Tristar/Everett Collection)


Premiering on the newly launched WB network in 1998, the show represented a small-town version of "Beverly Hills, 90210," complete with its own friend-group love triangle. New York Times television critic Caryn James called it "pure soap, redeemed by intelligence and sharp writing."
Mr. Van Der Beek was 20, a college freshman with a few small film and theater credits to his name, when his mom persuaded him to try out for the series. Show creator Kevin Williamson, who had written the screenplays for the teen slasher films "Scream" and "I Know What You Did Last Summer," later said that Mr. Van Der Beek seemed especially nervous in the audition and showed an appealing vulnerability that made him a natural fit for the role of a thoughtful, naive teenager.
Never mind that Mr. Van Der Beek was five years older than his character; the actor joked that a good razor was essential.
"Dawson's Creek" ran for six seasons and made an instant star of the show's leads, including Katie Holmes, Joshua Jackson and Michelle Williams. Mr. Van Der Beek, who said he needed a police escort to get away from "an angry, screaming mob of teenage girls" soon after the pilot aired, capitalized on his success with a starring role in the coming-of-age movie "Varsity Blues" (1999), about a Texas high school football team.
He said he put on 10 pounds of muscle to play the quarterback Mox, who comes off the bench to lead the team to victory while also standing up to his tyrannical coach (played by Jon Voight) and his football-obsessed father ("I don't want your life!").
The film grossed $52 million and helped propel Mr. Van Der Beek to starring roles in the western "Texas Rangers" (2001) and the R-rated black comedy "The Rules of Attraction" (2002), in which he played a drug-dealing college student. His character, Sean, seemed to be the opposite of Dawson, even as Mr. Van Der Beek proved "innately likable," as filmmaker Roger Avary put it, "while trying to portray darkness."
Having spent years perfecting the art of being a teenager, lightening his dark, bushy eyebrows and shaving twice a day, Mr. Van Der Beek said it was difficult to persuade directors to see him as a grown-up. He struggled to transition into adult roles while mainly appearing in TV guest spots, including on the sitcom "How I Met Your Mother" and the crime procedural "Criminal Minds," in which he played a psychotic serial killer.

Mr. Van Der Beek and his co-stars in a 1999 episode of "Dawson's Creek." (Columbia Tristar/Everett Collection)


He revived his career partly by poking fun at himself. After an ugly-cry sequence from "Dawson's Creek" became a popular GIF -- his character is shown breaking down in tears after splitting up with Holmes ("Just go. Go!" he says, before his face crumples) -- Mr. Van Der Beek starred in a satirical video for the website Funny or Die in 2011, imagining a collection of "Vandermemes" that people could use for dozens of occasions.
"The more I saw websites' comment sections mocking the sadness of others," he says, "the more I realized what the internet was really demanding: more intense emotional close-ups of my face."
The next year, Mr. Van Der Beek began playing a comically self-absorbed, underemployed and hypersexual version of himself on "Don't Trust the B---- in Apartment 23," an ABC sitcom starring Krysten Ritter and Dreama Walker.
The show was canceled after two seasons but was well received, paving the way for Mr. Van Der Beek's later work on "What Would Diplo Do?" (2017), a Viceland comedy series in which he played an exaggerated version of the celebrity DJ and producer, repeatedly saying the word "fam" and imagining what it would be like if Jesus were on Twitter.
"What makes this work ... is the Van Der Beek straddle, the tension between the hipsterdom he seems to aspire to and the normality he can't help projecting," Times television critic Mike Hale wrote.
Mr. Van Der Beek, who also wrote and produced the show, observed that his earlier success on "Dawson's Creek" had established certain expectations surrounding his screen persona, which he could either embrace or unsettle.
"I kind of wish we lived in that halcyon era of actors disappearing into every role, but that's just not the case any more," he told the Times in 2017. "To try to run away from it is just not effective. So part of the meta thing was just running toward it and playing with it -- and then subverting it."

Mr. Van Der Beek plays in a celebrity baseball game at Dodger Stadium in 2009. (Mario Anzuoni/Reuters)


James Van Der Beek Jr., the eldest of three siblings, was born in Cheshire, Connecticut, on March 8, 1977. His father, a former minor league baseball player, worked for a phone company. His mother was a gym teacher and former Broadway dancer.
Mr. Van Der Beek took up acting in the eighth grade, when he sustained a concussion during gym class and was told to stop playing football for at least a year.
While in high school at the private Cheshire Academy in 1994, he commuted to Manhattan to perform in the off-Broadway play "Finding the Sun," written and directed by Edward Albee. He was soon appearing in movies, playing a high school bully in the coming-of-age comedy "Angus" (1995) and landed a bit part in the little-seen romantic drama "I Love You, I Love You Not" (1996), starring Claire Danes, Jude Law and Jeanne Moreau.
As his acting career stalled, Mr. Van Der Beek enrolled at Drew University in New Jersey, studying English and sociology. Then came "Dawson's Creek" and his rapid ascent to fame, which he called "dehumanizing."
"If you look at those first billboards from 'Dawson's Creek,' we all look exhausted," he told the entertainment website Vulture in 2013. "Back then, man, I was working fourteen-hour days, sixteen-hour days, five days a week, and then on the weekends you show up for photo shoots for eight to ten hours. ... And for me, personally, it all happened so quickly and I felt like I hadn't really asked for that much."
Mr. Van Der Beek later tried to branch out as an action star, training in jujitsu and Krav Maga before being cast in "CSI: Cyber," which premiered on CBS in 2015 and ran for two seasons, with a cast that included Patricia Arquette.
In 2018, he appeared in the first season of "Pose," an FX drama about the 1980s house ball scene, as a cocaine-snorting executive in the Trump Organization.

Mr. Van Der Beek and actor Evan Peters in a 2018 episode of FX's "Pose." (Sarah Shatz/FX/Everett Collection)


Mr. Van Der Beek traded Hollywood for a quieter life on a ranch in Texas in 2020 after his wife, the former Kimberley Brook, suffered a string of miscarriages, including one while he was appearing on the reality show "Dancing With the Stars." The couple had six children.
His first marriage, to actress Heather McComb, ended in divorce. A complete list of survivors was not immediately available.
Shortly after revealing his cancer diagnosis, Mr. Van Der Beek announced he was selling signed "Varsity Blues" merchandise to help families struggling with the cost of cancer treatments, including his own. He also stripped down to appear in "The Real Full Monty," a television special in which a group of male celebrities shed their clothes to raise awareness for prostate, testicular and colorectal cancer testing and research.
Despite the range he demonstrated in his later years, Mr. Van Der Beek remained best known for his breakthrough TV role, and said he was still occasionally called Dawson by strangers.
"That's what they'll remember until I give them an excuse to remember me by a different name," he told the Times in 2010, "and then they'll call me that for a little while. But it is one of the highest forms of flattery if they associate you so closely with a character. It means they bought it. So I try to think of it as a compliment."
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