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    Former Prince Andrew arrested on suspicion of misconduct in public office over ties to Epstein
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            The Thames Valley Police, an agency that covers areas west of London, including Mountbatten-Windsor's former home, said it was "assessing" reports that the former Prince Andrew sent trade reports to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein in 2010. The assessment followed the release of millions of pages of documents connected to a U.S. investigation of Epstein.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, formerly known as Prince Andrew, looks round as he leaves after attending the Easter Matins Service at St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, England, April 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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[image: A Police officer guards the entrance to Wood Farm at the Sandringham Royal Estate in Sandringham, England, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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[image: Britain's Prince Andrew, center, and his daughters Princess Eugenie, left, and Princess Beatrice leave Westminster Abbey after the wedding of Prince William to Catherine Middleton, in London, April 29, 2011. (AP Photo/Gero Breloer, File)]
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[image: Reporters stand in front of Buckingham Palace in London, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Soldiers exercise at Buckingham Palace in London, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor has been arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The former Prince Andrew was arrested by British police Thursday on suspicion of misconduct in public office related to his links to Jeffrey Epstein, an extraordinary move in a country where authorities once sought to shield the royal family from embarrassment.
It was the first time in nearly four centuries that a senior British royal was placed under arrest, and it underscored how deference to the monarchy has eroded in recent years.
King Charles III, whose late mother lived by the motto "never complain, never explain," took the unusual step of issuing a statement on the arrest of his brother, now known as Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor.
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"Let me state clearly: the law must take its course,'' the king said. "As this process continues, it would not be right for me to comment further on this matter.''
The Thames Valley Police force, which covers areas west of London, including Mountbatten-Windsor's former home, said Thursday that a man in his 60s, who is from Norfolk in eastern England, had been arrested and was in custody. Police did not identify the suspect, in line with standard procedures in Britain.

    
Mountbatten-Windsor, 66, moved to the king's private estate in Norfolk after he was evicted from his longtime home near Windsor Castle earlier this month.
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What to know about the Justice Department's Epstein files
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A timeline of the Jeffrey Epstein investigation
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                House Democrats release photos of Trump, Clinton and Andrew from Epstein's estate
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Police previously said they were "assessing" reports that Mountbatten-Windsor sent trade information to Epstein, a wealthy investor and convicted sex offender, in 2010, when the former prince was Britain's special envoy for international trade. Correspondence between the two men was released by the U.S. Justice Department late last month along with millions of pages of documents from the American investigation into Epstein.

    
"Following a thorough assessment, we have now opened an investigation into this allegation of misconduct in public office,'' Assistant Chief Constable Oliver Wright said in a statement.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Police officer guards the entrance to Wood Farm at the Sandringham Royal Estate in Sandringham, England, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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"We understand the significant public interest in this case, and we will provide updates at the appropriate time," he added.
Police also said they were searching two properties.
Earlier in the day, pictures circulated online that appeared to show unmarked police cars at Wood Farm, Mountbatten-Windsor's home on the Sandringham Estate in Norfolk, with plainclothes officers gathering outside.
Mountbatten-Windsor has consistently denied any wrongdoing in his association with Epstein.
The allegations being investigated Thursday are separate from those made by Virginia Giuffre, who claimed she was trafficked to Britain to have sex with Andrew in 2001, when she was just 17. Giuffre died by suicide last year.
Still, Giuffre's family praised the arrest, saying that their "broken hearts have been lifted at the news that no one is above the law, not even royalty."
The family added: "He was never a prince. For survivors everywhere, Virginia did this for you."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Prince Andrew, center, and his daughters Princess Eugenie, left, and Princess Beatrice leave Westminster Abbey after the wedding of Prince William to Catherine Middleton, in London, April 29, 2011. (AP Photo/Gero Breloer, File)]
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A 'spectacular fall from grace'
"This is the most spectacular fall from grace for a member of the royal family in modern times," said Craig Prescott, a royal expert at Royal Holloway, University of London, who compared it in severity to the crisis sparked by Edward VIII's abdication to marry American divorcee Wallis Simpson.
"And it may not be over yet,'' Prescott added.
Thursday's arrest came a day after the National Police Chiefs' Council said it had created a coordination group to assist forces across the U.K. that are assessing whether Epstein and his associates committed crimes in Britain. In addition to the concerns about Mountbatten-Windsor 's correspondence, documents released by the U.S. suggest Epstein may have used his private jet to traffic women to and from Britain.
The documents also rocked British politics. Prime Minister Keir Starmer had to fight off questions about his judgment after the papers revealed that Peter Mandelson, the man he appointed ambassador to the U.S., had a longer and closer relationship with Epstein than was previously disclosed. 

    
London's Metropolitan Police Service has said it is investigating allegations of misconduct in public office related to Mandelson's own correspondence with Epstein. Mandelson was fired as ambassador to the U.S. in September.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Reporters stand in front of Buckingham Palace in London, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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But it is Mountbatten-Windsor's relationship with Epstein that brought the scandal to the doors of Buckingham Palace and threatened to undermine support for the monarchy.
The last time a senior British royal was arrested was almost 400 years ago during the reign of King Charles I that saw a growing power struggle between the crown and Parliament.
After the king attempted to arrest lawmakers in the House of Commons in 1642, hostilities erupted into the English Civil War, which ended with victory for the parliamentary forces of Oliver Cromwell.
Charles I was arrested, tried, convicted of high treason and beheaded in 1649.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Soldiers exercise at Buckingham Palace in London, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026 after Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor has been arrested by British police on suspicion of misconduct in public office. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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Modern concerns about Mountbatten-Windsor's links to Epstein have dogged the royal family for more than a decade.

    
The late Queen Elizabeth II forced her second son to give up royal duties and end his charitable work in 2019 after he tried to explain away his friendship with Epstein during a catastrophic interview with the BBC.
But as concern mounted about what the Epstein files might reveal, the king moved aggressively to insulate the royal family from the fallout.
Since October, Charles has stripped his younger brother of the right to be called prince, forced him to move out of the royal estate he occupied for more than 20 years and issued a public statement supporting the women and girls abused by Epstein.
Last week, the palace said it was ready to cooperate with police investigating Mountbatten-Windsor.
Charles was forced to act after Mountbatten-Windsor's correspondence with Epstein torpedoed the former prince's claims that he severed ties with the financier after Epstein's 2008 conviction for soliciting a minor for prostitution.
Instead, emails between the two men show Epstein offering to arrange a date between Mountbatten-Windsor and a young Russian woman in 2010, and the then-prince inviting Epstein to dinner at Buckingham Palace.
Additional correspondence appears to show Mountbatten-Windsor sending Epstein reports from a two-week tour of Southeast Asia that he undertook in 2010 as Britain's trade envoy.
It's unclear how long Mountbatten-Windsor will be held
Danny Shaw, an expert on law enforcement in the U.K., told the BBC that in most cases, suspects are held between 12 and 24 hours and are then either charged or released pending further investigation.

The absolute longest the former prince can be held for is 96 hours -- but that would require multiple extensions from senior police officers and a Magistrate's Court. It was unclear what time Andrew was arrested.
Andrew will be placed in "a cell in a custody suite" with just "a bed and a toilet," where he will wait until his police interview.
"There'll be no special treatment for him,'' Shaw said.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/britain-epstein-andrew-former-prince-arrested-fb0b9e738bf7ede10651914ee3f3583d
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    Former South Korean president receives life sentence for imposing martial law in 2024
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            Yoon Suk Yeol was ousted from office after a baffling attempt to overcome an opposition-controlled legislature by declaring martial law and sending troops to surround the National Assembly on Dec. 3, 2024. The judge said Yoon was found guilty of rebellion for mobilizing military and police forces in an illegal attempt to seize the liberal-led Assembly, arrest politicians and establish unchecked power for a "considerable" time.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Korea's impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol attends a hearing of his impeachment trial at the Constitutional Court in Seoul, South Korea, Feb. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, Pool, File)]
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            South Korea's impeached President Yoon Suk Yeol attends a hearing of his impeachment trial at the Constitutional Court in Seoul, South Korea, Feb. 11, 2025. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, Pool, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally outside of Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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            Supporters of former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally outside of Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, centerm arrives at a court to attend a hearing to review his arrest warrant requested by special prosecutors in Seoul, South Korea, July 9, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, centerm arrives at a court to attend a hearing to review his arrest warrant requested by special prosecutors in Seoul, South Korea, July 9, 2025. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally outside of Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Supporters of former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally outside of Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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            Supporters of former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally outside of Seoul Central District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Former South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol was found guilty of leading an insurrection on Thursday and sentenced to life in prison for his brief imposition of martial law in 2024, a ruling that marks a dramatic culmination of the country's biggest political crisis in decades.
The conservative leader was ousted from office after he declared martial law and sent troops to surround the National Assembly on Dec. 3, 2024, in a baffling attempt to overcome a legislature controlled by his liberal opponents.
Judge Jee Kui-youn of the Seoul Central District Court said he found Yoon, 65, guilty of rebellion for mobilizing military and police forces in an illegal attempt to seize the Assembly, arrest political opponents and establish unchecked power for an indefinite period.
Martial law crisis recalled dictatorial 

    
past
Yoon's martial law imposition, the first of its kind in more than four decades, recalled South Korea's past military-backed governments when authorities occasionally proclaimed emergency decrees that allowed them to station soldiers, tanks and armored vehicles on streets or in public places such as schools to prevent anti-government demonstrations. 
As lawmakers rushed to the National Assembly, Yoon's martial law command issued a proclamation declaring sweeping powers, including suspending political activities, controlling the media and publications, and allowing arrests without warrants.
The decree lasted about six hours before being lifted after a quorum of lawmakers managed to break through a military blockade and unanimously voted to lift the measure.
Yoon was suspended from office on Dec. 14, 2024, after being impeached by lawmakers and was formally removed by the Constitutional Court in April 2025. He has been under arrest since last July while facing multiple criminal trials, with the rebellion charge carrying the most severe punishment.



    
        




    




Yoon's lawyers reject conviction
An expressionless Yoon gazed straight ahead as the judge delivered the sentence in the same courtroom where former military rulers and presidents have been convicted of treason, corruption and other crimes over the decades.
Yoon Kap-keun, one of the former president's lawyers, accused the judge of issuing a "predetermined verdict" based solely on prosecutors' arguments and said the "rule of law" had collapsed. He said he would discuss whether to appeal with his client and the rest of the legal team.
Former President Yoon claimed in court that the martial law decree was only meant to raise public awareness of how the liberals were paralyzing state affairs, and that he was prepared to respect lawmakers if they voted against the measure.

    
    
    
Prosecutors said it was clear Yoon was attempting to disable the legislature and prevent lawmakers from lifting the measure through voting, actions that exceeded his constitutional authority even under martial law.

    
The court also convicted and sentenced five former military and police officials involved in enforcing Yoon's martial law decree. They included ex-Defense Minister Kim Yong Hyun, who received a 30-year jail term for his central role in planning the measure, mobilizing the military and instructing military counterintelligence officials to arrest 14 key politicians, including National Assembly speaker Woo Won-shik and current liberal President Lee Jae Myung.

    
In announcing Yoon and Kim's verdicts, Jee said the decision to send troops to the National Assembly was key to his determination that the imposition of martial law amounted to rebellion.
"This court finds that the purpose of (Yoon's) actions was to send troops to the National Assembly, block the Assembly building and arrest key figures, including the National Assembly speaker and the leaders of both the ruling and opposition parties, in order to prevent lawmakers from gathering to deliberate or vote," Jee said. "It's sufficiently established that he intended to obstruct or paralyze the Assembly's activities so that it would be unable to properly perform its functions for a considerable period of time."

    
Protesters rally outside court
As Yoon arrived in court, hundreds of police officers watched closely as Yoon supporters rallied outside a judicial complex, their cries rising as the prison bus transporting him drove past. Yoon's critics gathered nearby, demanding the death penalty.
There were no immediate reports of major clashes following the verdict.
A special prosecutor had demanded the death penalty for Yoon Suk Yeol, saying his actions posed a threat to the country's democracy and deserved the most serious punishment available, but most analysts had expected a life sentence since the poorly-planned power grab did not result in casualties.
South Korea has not executed a death row inmate since 1997, in what is widely seen as a de facto moratorium on capital punishment amid calls for its abolition.
Jung Chung-rae, leader of the liberal Democratic Party, which led the push to impeach and remove Yoon, expressed regret that the court stopped short of the death penalty, saying the ruling reflected a "lack of a sense of justice."

    
Song Eon-seok, floor leader of the conservative People Power Party, to which Yoon once belonged, issued a public apology, saying the party feels a "deep sense of responsibility" for the disruption to the nation.
The office of current President Lee Jae Myung did not immediately comment on the ruling.
Other officials sentenced for enforcing martial law
Last month, Yoon was sentenced to five years in prison for resisting arrest, fabricating the martial law proclamation and sidestepping a legally mandated full Cabinet meeting before declaring the measure. 
The Seoul Central Court had previously convicted two other members of Yoon's Cabinet in connection with the martial law debacle. That includes Prime Minister Han Duck-soo, who received a 23-year prison sentence for attempting to legitimize the decree by forcing it through a Cabinet Council meeting, falsifying records and lying under oath. Han has appealed the verdict. 
Yoon is the first former South Korean president to receive a life sentence since former military dictator Chun Doo-hwan, who was sentenced to death in 1996 for his 1979 coup, a bloody 1980 crackdown on pro-democracy protesters in Gwangju that left more than 200 people dead or missing, and corruption. 

The Supreme Court later reduced his sentence to life imprisonment, and he was released in late 1997 under a special presidential pardon. He died in 2021. 
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                    World News

    Iran holds more drills and US carrier nears Mideast in latest preparations for possible war
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            The Russian Navy released video footage on Wednesday showing one of its warships docking in an Iranian port ahead of a joint exercise.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided Thursday Feb. 19, 2026 by the Iranian military and dated Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2025, shows navy ships conducting operations during a join drill by Iranian and Russian forces in the Indian Ocean.(Masoud Nazari Mehrabi/Iranian Army via AP)]
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            This image provided Thursday Feb. 19, 2026 by the Iranian military and dated Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2025, shows navy ships conducting operations during a join drill by Iranian and Russian forces in the Indian Ocean.(Masoud Nazari Mehrabi/Iranian Army via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by Sepahnews of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard on Feb. 16, 2026, shows troops standing at attention during the guard's drill in the Persian Gulf on Monday, Feb. 16, 2026. (Sepahnews via AP)]
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            In this image provided by Sepahnews of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard on Feb. 16, 2026, shows troops standing at attention during the guard's drill in the Persian Gulf on Monday, Feb. 16, 2026. (Sepahnews via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy, the USS Gerald R. Ford embarked on the first of its sea trials to test various state-of-the-art systems on its own power for the first time, April 8, 2017, from Newport News, Va. (Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ridge Leoni/U.S. Navy via AP, File)]
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[image: Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, speaks during a bilateral meeting between Switzerland and Iran, in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026 (Cyril Zingaro/Keystone via AP)]
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            Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, speaks during a bilateral meeting between Switzerland and Iran, in Geneva, Switzerland, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026 (Cyril Zingaro/Keystone via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People pray at the graves of Iranian soldiers who were killed during 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, in downtown Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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[image: This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)]
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            This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Iran held annual military drills with Russia on Thursday as a second American aircraft carrier drew closer to the Middle East, with both the United States and Iran signaling they are prepared for war if talks on Tehran's nuclear program fizzle out.
President Donald Trump has said he hopes to reach a deal with Iran, but the talks have been deadlocked for years, and Iran has refused to discuss wider U.S. and Israeli demands that it scale back its missile program and sever ties to armed groups. Indirect talks held in recent weeks made little visible progress, and one or both sides could be buying time for final war preparations.

    
    
    
Iran's theocracy is more vulnerable than ever, following 12 days of Israeli and U.S. strikes on its nuclear sites and military last year, as well as mass protests in January that were violently suppressed. But it is still capable of striking Israel and U.S. bases in the region, and has warned that any attack would trigger a regional war.

    
Iran earlier this week launched a drill that involved live-fire in the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow opening of the Persian Gulf through which a fifth of the world's traded oil passes.
Tensions are also rising inside Iran, as mourners hold ceremonies honoring slain protesters 40 days after their killing by security forces. Some gatherings have seen anti-government chants despite threats from authorities.



    
        




    




Trump again threatens Iran 
The movements of additional American warships and airplanes, with the USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier near the mouth of the Mediterranean Sea, don't guarantee a U.S. strike on Iran -- but it bolsters Trump's ability to carry out one should he choose to do so. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the U.S. Navy, the USS Gerald R. Ford embarked on the first of its sea trials to test various state-of-the-art systems on its own power for the first time, April 8, 2017, from Newport News, Va. (Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Ridge Leoni/U.S. Navy via AP, File)]
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He has so far held off on striking Iran after setting red lines over the killing of peaceful protesters and mass executions, while reengaging in nuclear talks that were disrupted by the war in June.
Iran has agreed to draw up a written proposal to address U.S. concerns raised during this week's indirect nuclear talks in Geneva, according to a senior U.S. official who was not authorized to comment publicly and spoke on the condition of anonymity.

    
    
    
The official said top national security officials gathered Wednesday to discuss Iran, and were briefed that the "full forces" needed to carry out potential military action are expected to be in place by mid-March. The official did not provide a timeline for when Iran is expected to deliver its written response.
"It's proven to be, over the years, not easy to make a meaningful deal with Iran, and we have to make a meaningful deal. Otherwise bad things happen," Trump said Thursday.

    
Growing international concern
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk urged his nation's citizens to immediately leave Iran as "within a few, a dozen, or even a few dozen hours, the possibility of evacuation will be out of the question." He did not elaborate, and the Polish Embassy in Tehran did not appear to be drawing down its staff.

    
The German military said that it had moved "a mid-two digit number of non-mission critical personnel" out of a base in northern Iraq because of the current situation in the region and in line with its partners' actions. It said that some troops remain to help keep the multinational camp running in Irbil, where they train Iraqi forces.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided Thursday Feb. 19, 2026 by the Iranian military and dated Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2025, shows navy ships conducting operations during a join drill by Iranian and Russian forces in the Indian Ocean.(Masoud Nazari Mehrabi/Iranian Army via AP)]
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"This week, another 50 U.S. combat aircraft -- F-35s, F-22s, and F-16s -- were ordered to the region, supplementing the hundreds deployed to bases in the Arab Gulf states," the New York-based Soufan Center think tank wrote. "The deployments reinforce Trump's threat -- restated on a nearly daily basis -- to proceed with a major air and missile campaign on the regime if talks fail."

    
Iran holds drill with Russia
Iranian forces and Russian sailors conducted the annual drills in the Gulf of Oman and the Indian Ocean aimed at "upgrading operational coordination as well as exchange of military experiences," Iran's state-run IRNA news agency reported. 
Footage later released by Iran showed members of the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard's naval special forces board a vessel in the exercise. Those forces are believed to have been used in the past to seize vessels in key international waterways.
Iran also issued a rocket-fire warning to pilots in the region, suggesting it planned to launch anti-ship missiles in the exercise.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by Sepahnews of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard on Feb. 16, 2026, shows troops standing at attention during the guard's drill in the Persian Gulf on Monday, Feb. 16, 2026. (Sepahnews via AP)]
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Meanwhile, tracking data showed the Ford off the coast of Morocco in the Atlantic Ocean midday Wednesday, meaning the carrier could transit through Gibraltar and potentially station in the eastern Mediterranean with its supporting guided-missile destroyers.
Once it arrives in the region, it would be able to help protect Israel and Jordan if war breaks out. The U.S. used similar assets to protect Israel during recent confrontations linked to the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.

    
Netanyahu warns Iran
Israel is making its own preparations for possible Iranian missile strikes in response to any U.S. action.
"We are prepared for any scenario," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Thursday, adding that if Iran attacks Israel, "they will experience a response they cannot even imagine."
Netanyahu, who met with Trump last week, long has pushed for tougher U.S. action against Iran and says any deal should not only end its nuclear program but curb its missile arsenal and force it to cut ties with militant groups like Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Iran has said the current talks should only focus on its nuclear program, and that it hasn't been enriching uranium since the U.S. and Israeli strikes last summer. Trump said at the time that the strikes had "obliterated" Iran's nuclear sites, but the exact damage is unknown as Tehran has barred international inspectors.
Iran has always insisted its nuclear program is peaceful, while the U.S. and others suspect it is aimed at eventually developing weapons. Israel is widely believed to have nuclear weapons but has neither confirmed nor denied that.
___

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People pray at the graves of Iranian soldiers who were killed during 1980-88 Iraq-Iran war, in downtown Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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Associated Press writers Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran; Claudia Ciobanu in Warsaw, Poland; Geir Moulson in Berlin; and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-us-russia-drill-nuclear-talks-aircraft-carrier-0456903e0d7a24cfcdc33d53732dee2f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    U.S. News

    US judge sets Friday deadline for Trump administration to restore slavery exhibit in Philadelphia
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            National Park Service crews removed a slavery exhibit at Philadelphia's Independence National Historical Park after an executive order, taking down panels naming nine people enslaved by George and Martha Washington.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. District Judge Cynthia Rufe, in view of Independence Hall, departs after inspecting the location of the now removed explanatory panels that were part of an exhibit on slavery at President's House Site in Philadelphia, Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: U.S. District Judge Cynthia Rufe inspects the location of the now removed explanatory panels that were part of an exhibit on slavery at President's House Site in Philadelphia, Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: U.S. District Judge Cynthia Rufe, at threshold, inspects the location of the now removed explanatory panels that were part of an exhibit on slavery at President's House Site in Philadelphia, Monday, Feb. 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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[image: People walk past an informational panel at President's House Site Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: Demonstrators gather to protest removal of explanatory panels that were part of an exhibit on slavery at the President's House Site in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            Demonstrators gather to protest removal of explanatory panels that were part of an exhibit on slavery at the President's House Site in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Feb. 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- A judge in Philadelphia has set a Friday deadline for the Trump administration to restore an exhibit on the nine people enslaved by George Washington at his former home on Independence Mall.
Senior U.S. District Judge Cynthia Rufe issued the deadline Wednesday even as the Justice Department appeals her order to reinstate the exhibit.
The administration has argued that it alone can decide what stories are told at National Park Service properties. Park service workers last month abruptly removed exhibits from the Philadelphia site, prompting the city and other supporters of the exhibit to sue. 
Rufe on Monday granted an injunction ordering that the materials be restored while the lawsuit proceeds and barring Trump officials from creating new interpretations of the site's history. The administration on Tuesday filed a notice of appeal with the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, also based in Philadelphia.

    
Rufe, an appointee of Republican President George W. Bush, compared President Donald Trump's administration to the totalitarian regime in the dystopian novel "1984," which revised historical records to align with its narrative. She said the federal government does not have the power "to dissemble and disassemble historical truths."



    
        




    




"If the President's House is left dismembered throughout this dispute, so too is the history it recounts," Rufe wrote in the 40-page opinion. "Worse yet, the potential of having the exhibits replaced by an alternative script -- a plausible assumption at this time -- would be an even more permanent rejection of the site's historical integrity, and irreparable."

    
    
    
A day later, an Interior Department spokesperson said it had planned an alternative display "providing a fuller account of the history of slavery at Independence Hall."
The historical site is among several where the administration has quietly removed content about the history of enslaved people, LGBTQ+ people and Native Americans.

Millions of people are expected to visit Philadelphia, the nation's birthplace, this year for the 250th anniversary of the country's founding in 1776.
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                    U.S. News

    Transportation Department says more than 550 driving schools must close over safety failures




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Freight trucks travel northbound on Interstate 5 Highway, Sept. 3, 2025, in Tracy, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)]
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                                        More than 550 commercial driving schools in the U.S. that train truckers and bus drivers must close after investigators found they employed unqualified instructors, failed to adequately test students and had other safety issues, the federal Transportation Department announced Wednesday.
The move marks the Trump administration's latest effort to improve safety in the trucking industry. And unlike its actions last fall to decertify up to 7,500 schools that included many defunct operations, this latest step is focused on active schools inspectors identified as having significant shortcomings in 1,426 site visits completed in December. 
The department has been aggressively going after states that handed out commercial driver's licenses to immigrants who shouldn't have qualified for them ever since a fatal crash in August. A truck driver who Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy says wasn't authorized to be in the U.S. made an illegal U-turn and caused a crash in Florida that killed three people. Other fatal crashes since then, including one in Indiana that killed four earlier this month, have only heightened concerns. 

    
Duffy said 448 schools failed to meet basic safety standards. Inspectors found such deficiencies as employing unqualified instructors, failing to test students' skills or teach them how to handle hazardous materials and using the wrong equipment to teach drivers. Another 109 schools removed themselves from the registry of schools when they learned inspections were planned. 
"American families should have confidence that our school bus and truck drivers are following every letter of the law and that starts with receiving proper training before getting behind the wheel," Duffy said. 



    
        




    




Established schools welcome the effort
The list of schools officials want to decertify now are generally smaller ones, including a number of programs run by school districts. Five of the bigger, more reputable schools represented by the national Commercial Vehicle Training Association were audited but those all passed. 
Jeffery Burkhardt, chair of the national trucking schools group, said established schools welcome the enforcement effort to eliminate bad schools that aren't meeting the standards. He said these audits mark the first time regulators have enforced the standards for driving schools that were passed in 2022.

    
    
    
"You know, the good players have no problem with it. Absolutely none," said Burkhardt, who is also is senior director of operations at Ancora, which provides CDL training at colleges, community colleges and companies.
Another 97 schools are currently under investigation for compliance issues.

    
There has been limited oversight in the past
Part of the industry problem is that schools and trucking companies can essentially self certify themselves when they apply to begin operating, observers note, and questionable operations might not be caught until much later when the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration gets a chance to audit them.
It wasn't immediately clear how many students were enrolled at these schools that are being decertified or how many graduated with questionable qualifications. A Transportation Department spokeswoman said officials may follow up on those graduates later. Burkhardt said that hopefully most of the unqualified drivers were weeded out before they got on the highway by the skills tests states administer before handing out commercial licenses. 

    
There is steady demand for truck drivers because there is high turnover in the industry, and it has been difficult to attract enough drivers willing to spend days away from home delivering heavy loads. But there is some cushion in the industry right now because there are currently more drivers than needed in the midst of a 10% drop in shipments since 2022 owing to economic uncertainty. Nonetheless, many trucking companies still struggle to find enough well-qualified drivers with clean records.

    
Trucking industry groups praise the effort
Both the American Trucking Association and the Owner Operator Independent Drivers Association praised the decisive action to shut down "sham schools" that aren't meeting basic safety standards. Todd Spencer, President of the independent owners group, said the reliance of some companies on these questionable schools "fueled a destructive churn" in the industry.
"Rather than fix retention problems and working conditions, some in the industry chose to cut corners and push undertrained drivers onto the road. That approach has undermined safety and devalued the entire trucking profession," Spencer said.
Besides threatening to withhold federal funding from states that don't clean up their commercial driver's license programs, the administration has demanded truck drivers meet English proficiency standards. California is the only state to lose funding so far with the federal government planning to withhold $160 million.

The Transportation Department is threatening to withhold $128 million from Illinois after the latest state audit announced earlier this week found problems with nearly 20% of the 150 licenses they reviewed. The most common problems uncovered in state audits across the country have been licenses that remained valid long after an immigrant's authorization to be in the U.S. expired and instances when the states couldn't show that they checked a driver's immigration status before giving them a license.
Problems have been found in 10 states so far, including North Carolina, Pennsylvania, New York, Minnesota, South Dakota and Texas.
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    Mamdani reboots homeless encampment sweeps in New York City
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            By 
            ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE and JAKE OFFENHARTZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani says the city will resume clearing makeshift homeless encampments, promising to take a more humane approach to a practice he previously criticized.
Mamdani paused the previous mayor's policy for clearing encampments days after he took office in January, arguing that it did not do enough to get people into housing. 
But the Democrat on Wednesday said his new approach -- led by the city's homeless services department, rather than police, and involving days of sustained outreach -- will be more successful. 
"We will meet them looking to connect them with shelter, looking to them with services, looking to connect them with a city that wants them to be sheltered and indoors and warm and safe. And that is something that I believe will yield far better results," he said at an unrelated news conference. 

    
The decision came as at least 19 people have died outside over several days of brutal cold in the city, prompting concerns about the city's response. There is no evidence that anyone who died had been living in encampments, according to the mayor's office, which has conducted an aggressive campaign to coax homeless people into new shelters, heated buses and warming centers. 



    
        




    




Still, the spate of outdoor deaths has posed an early test for the Mamdani administration, raising questions about whether the city could have done more and refocusing criticisms about the new mayor's relative lack of managerial experience.

    
    
    
Mamdani's predecessor, Eric Adams, touted sweeps of makeshift encampments as a centerpiece of his efforts to restore order to the city. Led by police and sanitation crews, the efforts drew fierce protests from homeless advocacy groups and yielded mixed results; while most encampment sites were not re-established, only a fraction of those targeted in the sweeps accepted temporary shelter. 

    
Under the new approach, the mayor's office said the city would first post a notice that the encampment will be cleared and then send homeless department outreach workers there every day for a week to guide people into social services. 
City sanitation workers would then dismantle the encampment on the seventh day, with the hope that people would have cleared out of the area. Police officers would be present as observers, a spokesperson said. 
David Giffen, the executive director of Coalition for the Homeless, said his organization was "blindsided" by the announcement, which he decried as a "political response" that would do little to help homeless New Yorkers.
Rather, he said, the efforts would fray trust between the city's outreach workers and unsheltered residents, potentially resulting in more deaths during the next extreme weather event.
"When a city worker shows up and throws out all your belongings, you're not going to trust that person the next time they show up offering you a place to sleep inside," Giffen said. 
New York City Council Speaker Julie Menin, a Democrat, called Mamdani's move "an important step forward."

"Allowing New Yorkers to stay on the street during extreme weather is inhumane," Menin said in a statement, adding that after oversight hearings at the Council, "it was clear that the City needed to take a closer look at how this policy was being implemented. Protecting lives must remain our top priority."
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    Trump, weeks after backlash over racist post, hosts Black History Month reception
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            President Donald Trump remembers the late civil rights leader Jesse Jackson as "a real piece of work" but "a good man" and a hero. "He really was special, with lots of personality, grit and street smarts," Trump said at a Black History Month event.
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            President Donald Trump hosted a Black History Month reception at the White House Wednesday, less than two weeks after posting a racist social media video depicting former President and first lady Barack and Michelle Obama as primates, sparking bipartisan outrage.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks as White House pardon czar Alice Johnson listens during a Black History Month event in the East Room of the White House, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nathan Howard)]
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            By 
            STEVE PEOPLES and MICHELLE L. PRICE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump hosted a White House reception for Black History Month on Wednesday, less than two weeks after he sparked a bipartisan outcry by posting a racist video on social media that depicted former President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle Obama, as primates in a jungle.
Trump on Wednesday didn't reference the video, which he deleted after a widespread backlash but said he won't apologize for posting. He also did not reference Barack Obama, the nation's first Black president, but spoke of other history-making Black Americans. 
"We celebrate Black History Month. We honor the memory of those who came before us by continuing their legacy," he said. 
Trump name-checked prominent Black Americans among his supporters, including boxer Mike Tyson, whom Trump praised for defending him against accusations of racism, and rapper Nicki Minaj, whose skin he praised as "so beautiful" while commenting on how long her fingernails were. 

    
The Republican president brought onstage several members of his administration, including Housing and Urban Development Secretary Scott Turner and White House pardon czar Alice Marie Johnson. 



    
        




    




"As you look out upon this sea of Black Americans, this president hears you. This president cares for you. Don't let anyone tell you that this president right here, Donald Trump has not -- is not for Black America," Johnson said. "Because he is."

    
    
    
Trump listed ways he said his policies benefited Black Americans, including the law he signed last year eliminating federal income taxes on tips and his deployment of National Guard troops "to bring back safety" in cities with large populations of Black residents, such as Washington, New Orleans and Memphis, Tennessee.
The reception came the day after Trump proclaimed in another social media post that he has been "falsely and consistently called a Racist by the Scoundrels and Lunatics on the Radical Left," in a message that was meant to pay tribute to the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who died Tuesday. 

    
In response to a question about the post, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt said earlier Wednesday: "There is a lot this president has done for all Americans, regardless of race. And he has absolutely been falsely called and smeared as a racist." 
Trump has long recognized Black History Month as president, but his policies and rhetoric while in office often contradict celebrations of diversity and the contributions of Black Americans.
Trump has targeted the diversity, equity and inclusion programs that helped many Black Americans find jobs in both the federal government and a variety of private industries over the last several decades. He has called DEI programs "discrimination," and he has pushed to eradicate them from the government and put pressure on the private sector to do the same.
At the same time, Trump has painted himself as champion of historically Black colleges and universities. The White House on Wednesday highlighted the Trump administration's move last year to steer $500 million to HBCUs. The one-time boost largely came from federal money taken away from colleges serving large shares of Hispanic students. The award for HBCUs came days after the Education Department pulled $350 million from other grant programs targeting colleges with certain percentages of Hispanic students and other minority groups. The Trump administration said those grant programs were unconstitutional. 

    
Trump began his second term by claiming some African American history lessons are meant to indoctrinate people into hating the country. He issued an executive order "restoring truth and sanity to American history," which the administration used to scrub historical information from national parks that "inappropriately disparage Americans past or living," including Black history markers.
Shortly after beginning his second term, Trump issued a proclamation recognizing February as Black History Month as the Defense Department was declaring that official resources will no longer be used to mark cultural awareness months. 


    
The White House's Black History Month reception last year was also held in the wake of another executive order that ended the federal government's diversity, equity and inclusion programs.
___
Associated Press writers Collin Binkley in Washington and Graham Brewer in Norman, Oklahoma, contributed to this report.
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    Gov. Wes Moore on Trump: 'I pray for him and I just feel bad for him'
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            The Republican leader of the National Governors Association and his Democratic Vice Chair responded to attacks from President Donald Trump as tensions mounted between the White House and the bipartisan group of state leaders ahead of its annual meeting next week. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gov. Wes Moore, D-Md., vice chair of the National Governors Association, responds to a question by Economic Club of Washington Chairman David Rubenstein at the Economic Club of WashingtonWednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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            By 
            JOEY CAPPELLETTI and STEVEN SLOAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump can't seem to stop talking about Maryland Gov. Wes Moore.
He refused to invite him to a White House dinner later this week with state leaders from both parties, saying he was "not worthy" of the event. And he has castigated Moore for a sewage spill that has spoiled the Potomac River, even though the faulty pipe is part of a federally regulated utility.
There could soon be more reasons for Trump to complain about Moore, the nation's only Black governor currently in office. Moore is trying to redraw Maryland's congressional map to boost Democrats, part of a nationwide redistricting battle that Trump started to help Republicans in the midterm elections.
If Moore can overcome resistance from a key member of his own party in the state legislature, the tide could continue to shift in Democrats' favor.

    
Moore, who is frequently floated as a potential Democratic presidential candidate, is the vice chair of the National Governors Association, which is meeting in Washington this week for its annual conference. He sat down with The Associated Press on Wednesday at the start of his visit. Here is a transcript of the interview, edited for length and clarity.



    
        




    




Redistricting
Q: You met with Democratic House leader Hakeem Jeffries to talk about redistricting. Can you tell me what your understanding was leaving that meeting and whether there will be an up and down vote in the Maryland legislature?
A: All we're asking for is a vote. And however the vote goes, however the vote goes. But that's democracy. 
Q: What do you see as your role in the party? 
A: I don't look at it as I'm doing it because I'm trying to help a party per se. I'm doing it because I think we have an unchecked executive and right now Congress does not seem interested in actually doing its job and establishing real checks and balances.

    
    
    
And I'm watching what Donald Trump is doing. This would not be an issue had it not been for Donald Trump saying, you know what, let me come up with every creative way I can think of to make this pain permanent. And one of the ways he did was he said, let's just start calling states -- the states I choose -- to say let's have a redistricting conversation mid-decade. 
This would not even be an issue had Donald Trump not brought this up and introduced this into the ecosystem.

    
Trump relationship
Q: Speaking of the president, do you have thoughts on why he's been stepping up his criticism of you on everything from not inviting you to the dinner to his criticism of the Potomac River sewage spill? 
A: This one would actually be comical if it weren't so serious. This is a Washington, D.C., pipe that exists on federal land. How this has anything to do with Maryland, I have no idea. I think he just woke up and just said, I hate Maryland so I'm just going to introduce them into a conversation. This literally has nothing to do with us, with the exception of the fact that when we first heard about what happened, that I ordered our team to assist Washington, D.C.
The short answer is I don't know. I cannot get into the president's psyche. 

    
Q: Do you think it's personal? 
A: I know it's not for me. I have no desire to have beef with the president of the United States. I didn't run for governor like, man, I can't wait so me and the president can go toe to toe. I have no desire on that. But the fact that he is waking up in the middle of the night and tweeting about me, I just, I pray for him and I just feel bad for him because that has just got to be a really, really hard existence. 
Trump and Black History Month
Q: The White House is holding an event right now commemorating Black History Month. Could you share your thoughts on the president's relationship with the Black community?
A: Listen, I think the president has long had a very complicated history with the Black community. We're talking about a person who has been sued from his earliest days from his treatment of Black tenants. We're talking about a person who is one of the originators of birtherism. We're talking about a person who has now spent his time trying to ban books about Black history, a person who has spent his time now doing the greatest assault on unemployment of Black women in our nation's history. You know, so, I'm not sure what anyone is going to gain from an event by Donald Trump about Black history.

    
2028
Q: Do you think the next presidential nominee on both sides might come from this group of governors? 
A: I see the governors as in many ways the final line of defense because I think it's never mattered more who your governor is. 
Q: The country is so polarized. How do we break the fever? 

A: You stay consistent with who you are. I think if you're a polarizing person or polarizing personality, then that's just who you are. That's just never been me. 
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    Sidney Crosby injured in Canada's game vs. Czechia at Olympics and status unclear for semifinals




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Canada's Sidney Crosby (87) is hit against the boards by Czechia's Martin Necas (98) and Radko Gudas (3) during the second period of a men's ice hockey quarterfinal game at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. Crosby went to the dressing room after the play. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            By 
            STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MILAN (AP) -- Sidney Crosby left Canada's Olympic quarterfinal game against Czechia in the second period because of injury, did not return and his status for the rest of the tournament is uncertain.
Crosby's right leg appeared to buckle when he braced for contact on a big hit from Czechia defenseman Radko Gudas a few minutes into the second. Laboring as he stayed on the ice, Crosby got crunched into the boards by Gudas and Martin Necas and then left after shaking his right leg and wincing.
The respected 38-year-old captain addressed his teammates at the second intermission, telling them to go get it. Inspired by Crosby and doing so in his absence, Canada rallied to tie it after falling behind with 7:42 left and won in overtime.
"Unfortunately, the game goes on no matter who gets hurt," said defenseman Drew Doughty, who was teammates with Crosby when Canada won gold at the Olympics in 2010 and '14. "We even mentioned going out before the third, 'Let's try to win this one for 87.' Glad we did."

    
Coach Jon Cooper said the message was to make sure this wouldn't be Crosby's final game in Milan. Canada next plays in the semifinals Friday, and 19-year-old Macklin Celebrini did not want to talk about the possibility of not having Crosby moving forward.



    
        




    




"Just keep good thoughts," said Celebrini, who scored for Canada three minutes in and assisted on Marner's OT winner. "Hopefully he's back in the next game. That's our leader, our captain and the heart and soul of our team."

    
    
    
Crosby was getting punished early in the second by Czechia. Ondrej Palat hit Crosby and sent him sliding into the boards, with no penalty called despite the puck not being in the vicinity, and then the big check from Gudas.
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"Just trying to play hard -- everybody is playing physical," Gudas said. "Hopefully he's OK. You never want to see a guy get hurt, especially in these tournaments.''

    
Crosby is Canada's oldest and most accomplished player. He scored the famous golden goal in overtime against the U.S. at the 2010 Games in Vancouver to win it all on home ice and was captain when Canada went unbeaten and never trailed on the way to gold in 2014 in Sochi.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Canada's Sidney Crosby is helped as he leaves the bench after being checked against the boards during the second period of a men's ice hockey quarterfinal game between Canada and Czechia at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Canada's Sidney Crosby (87) is helped as he leaves the bench after being checked against the boards during the second period of a men's ice hockey quarterfinal game between Canada and Czechia at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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Again wearing the "C" in Milan, Crosby had two goals and four assists in three preliminary round games.

"He's the best in the world, he's one of the best leaders in the world and it sucks," Canada winger Tom Wilson said. "But that's hockey. The next guy's got to step up, and we'll regroup and see what's going on."
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics
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    Seahawks sale process begins less than 2 weeks after winning Super Bowl, Paul Allen's estate says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Seattle Seahawks quarterback Sam Darnold celebrates after a win over the New England Patriots in the NFL Super Bowl 60 football game, Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026, in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Seattle Seahawks head coach Mike Macdonald is reflected in the Lombardi Trophy after a win over the New England Patriots in the NFL Super Bowl 60 football game Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026, in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba, center left, stands with linebacker Uchenna Nwosu as he holds the Lombardi Trophy during the team's NFL football Super Bowl 60 celebration at Lumen Field, Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- The Seattle Seahawks are going up for sale in accordance with the wishes of late team owner Paul Allen.
Allen's estate announced Wednesday that it has begun the process of selling the team, which is coming off its second Super Bowl victory in franchise history. The NFL did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Associated Press, nor did Allen's estate have anything further to add beyond its brief statement, it said.
Ahead of the Super Bowl, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell commended Allen's estate on its time owning the Seahawks.
"They're in the Super Bowl, and I think from that standpoint they've done a really important job in the context of the trust and the execution of that," Goodell said. "But eventually the team will need to be sold in accordance with that. That will be Jody's decision for when she does that, and we will be supportive of that."

    
Investment bank Allen & Company and law firm Latham & Watkins will lead the sales process, which is estimated to continue through the offseason. NFL owners must then ratify a final purchase agreement.
The estate said the sale is consistent with Allen's directive to eventually sell his sports holdings and direct all estate proceeds to philanthropy.



    
        




    




The Seahawks have been in the Allen family since 1997, when Paul Allen bought the team for $194 million from then-owner Ken Behring. Allen was critical in keeping the Seahawks in Seattle, which is where the team is expected to remain after the sale is finalized. The Seahawks have a lease at Lumen Field that runs through 2032 with three 10-year options.

    
    
    
Since Allen, co-founder of Microsoft, died in 2018 from complications of non-Hodgkin lymphoma at 65, the Seahawks and the NBA's Portland Trail Blazers have been owned by his sister, Jody. The estate agreed in September to sell the Trail Blazers to an investment group led by Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon. The Trail Blazers will remain in Portland as part of the deal, which could be completed this spring.

    
The last NFL team to be sold was the Washington Commanders in 2023. A group led by Josh Harris that includes Magic Johnson bought the team from longtime owner Dan Snyder and his family for a record $6.05 billion.
It already has been an offseason of change for the Seahawks less than two weeks removed from their Super Bowl victory over the New England Patriots.
The Las Vegas Raiders plucked away offensive coordinator Klint Kubiak and hired him as their head coach. The Seahawks are moving to hire San Francisco 49ers tight ends coach and run game coordinator Brian Fleury as their offensive coordinator, a person with knowledge of the hiring process said Sunday, speaking to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because a deal was still being worked on.
The Seahawks' roster could look quite different in 2026, too.
Defensive starters safety Coby Bryant, cornerbacks Josh Jobe and Riq Woolen and edge rusher Boye Mafe will become unrestricted free agents this offseason. Offensive standouts wide receiver/return specialist Rashid Shaheed and running back Kenneth Walker III will be unrestricted free agents in March, too.

    
Both Shaheed and Walker, who was the Super Bowl MVP, have said publicly they would like to return to Seattle next season.

Should the Seahawks' sale wrap up by this offseason, though, the team will not be owned by the Allen family for the first time in nearly three decades. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    Loose dog makes Olympic cameo on the cross-country ski course at the Milan Cortina Games




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image taken from video provided by Olympic Broadcasting Services, OBS, a dog runs onto the track near the finish during the heats of the cross-country skiing women's team sprint free at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Tesero, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (Olympic Broadcasting Services via AP)]
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[image: In this image taken from video provided by Olympic Broadcasting Services, OBS, an official holds a dog after it ran onto the track near the finish during the heats of the cross-country skiing women's team sprint free at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Tesero, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (Olympic Broadcasting Services via AP)]
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            In this image taken from video provided by Olympic Broadcasting Services, OBS, an official holds a dog after it ran onto the track near the finish during the heats of the cross-country skiing women's team sprint free at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Tesero, Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (Olympic Broadcasting Services via AP)
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                                        TESERO, Italy (AP) -- A surprise participant in Wednesday's action at the Milan Cortina Olympics had four legs and zero concern for race times.
As elite cross-country skiers pushed to the finish in the women's team sprint heats, a dog wandered onto the course and ran with athletes down the straightaway.
Racers stayed focused as spectators cheered on the canine intruder before it crossed the finish line and was restrained by venue officials.
The dog had slipped away from a local owner while out on a nearby walk, officials later said.

The incident came on the same day and the same course where Olympic history was made: Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo of Norway won his record 10th gold medal and his fifth of the Milan Cortina Games.
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/milan-cortina-cross-country-olympics-dog-23081a7d9b9ca8a45abc4c8033aedc75



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Entertainment

    A movie that takes liberties with 'Wuthering Heights'? Scholars are OK with that




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, left, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, left, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie and Shazad Latif in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie and Shazad Latif in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)
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            Writer/director Emerald Fennell on where and why her "Wuthering Heights" film diverges from Emily Bronte's 1847 novel. (Feb. 17)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- If you're looking for someone to debate the new "Wuthering Heights" movie with, you might want to start with Lucasta Miller. She's a British author, editor and critic who has published an acclaimed study of the Bronte sisters and wrote the preface for the Penguin Classics edition of "Wuthering Heights." 
When she had the chance to see Emerald Fennell's adaptation of the Emily Bronte novel last week, she was well aware of the liberties taken by the director, but was otherwise unbothered.
"It would be meaningless to criticize it for that, just as it would be to criticize a grand opera that plays fast and loose with the plot," Miller says. "I wasn't asking for a faithful adaptation of 'Wuthering Heights,' but whether it works on its own terms. And my sense is that it does."
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Fennell's "Wuthering Heights" was the box office leader last weekend, bringing in more than $34 million in North America alone, despite mostly negative reviews that found the movie both overdone and unsatisfying. Even before its release, Bronte obsessives questioned some of Fennell's choices: casting Jacob Elordi as Heathcliff instead of a dark-skinned actor closer to how Bronte described the character; making explicit the sexual attraction between Heathcliff and Cathy that is suppressed in the book; having the famously dark-haired Cathy, her coloring a literary signpost for danger and allure, played by the blond Margot Robbie.

    
"All adaptations choices in terms of casting that don't always fit character or character descriptions -- and this film has certainly been in the spotlight for that reason," says Bronte scholar Claire O'Callaghan, a senior lecturer at Loughborough University in Leicestershire, England. "In terms of Cathy, I was skeptical initially, but having seen the film, it is a good performance, and Margot Robbie really brings out Cathy's spoiled and selfish nature in ways that other adaptations have paid less attention to."
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[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The travertine quarries that built ancient Rome are carving rock for a new generation of temples
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A building with the mural entitled 'Kalamata' depicting opera legend Maria Callas by artist Kleomenis Kostopoulos is seen in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How a mural in Greece won 'Best in the World'
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The separation of book and movie
Authors have long lamented the fates of their books once filmmakers acquire rights. But countless adaptations have served as showcases for artful crystallization, or innovative license. "The Godfather" movies are widely regarded as superior to the original Mario Puzo novel, and differ notably from the book, even with Puzo assisting on the screenplays. Billy Wilder's film version of the James M. Cain thriller "Double Indemnity" had the main protagonist, played by Fred MacMurray, tell his story through a dictation machine, a twist that Cain himself thought so ingenious he wished he had used it in the book.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Focus Features shows Jessie Buckley, left, and Paul Mescal in a scene from "Hamnet." (Agata Grzybowska/Focus Features via AP)]
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Among current Oscar contenders, Paul Thomas Anderson's "One Battle After Another" is the loosest of takes on Thomas Pynchon's "Vineland," while Chloe Zhao's "Hamnet" departs from the Maggie O'Farrell novel of the same name in various ways common to adaptations, from compressing characters to altering the narrative structure. O'Farrell, who helped write the screenplay, has said her collaboration with Zhao was an education in how to condense a story for film.
"You know, the book is mine, it's my baby, but the film is Chloe's adaptation," she told The Associated Press in December. "And the film feels not like my child, more like a kind of niece or nephew. And that's exactly as it should be."

    
    
    
Halving the 'Heights'
"Wuthering Heights" fans are likely to care much more about fidelity to the novel than would the average reader of "The Godfather." But as O'Callaghan and other Bronte experts note, you'd need a multi-hour streaming series to faithfully replicate the 1847 book, which runs some 400 pages and has a timeline extending beyond the lives of Cathy and Heathcliff. The best known versions, including Fennell's and the 1939 movie starring Laurence Olivier and Merle Oberon, essentially eliminate the second half of the book. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, left, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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"Some TV versions have attempted to capture the whole book, as have some films, like the 1992 adaptation (starring Ralph Fiennes and Juliette Binoche)," O'Callaghan says. "But what film and TV can't do is maintain the ambiguity in Emily's novel -- the fact that her book is both a tragic love story and a revenge novel and a tragedy. Film and TV tend to focus on one of those for clarity and to focus dramatic tension."

    
Fennell told the AP during a recent interview that she was inspired by her early memories of the novel, how she responded to it as a teenager: "There are things I have added for my own needs, because I loved the book so much and I always desperately needed some kind of sense for it to go a little further," she said. 


    
Miller likened the movie to a fairy tale, "stylized and extravagant," and thought Fennell "quite insightful about using the language of fairy tales." O'Callaghan found it "quite Tim Burton-esque in its surreal perspective."

    
"It radically departs from the book, but I still found it entertaining even if I'm unsure if I'd claim to like it," she says.
___
Associated Press journalist Sarah Jones-Smith contributed reporting from Los Angeles.
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    U2's new music honors Renee Good and draws inspiration from world events




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Singer Bono, of the band U2, performs in Washington on June, 17, 2018. (Photo by Brent N. Clarke/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Singer Bono, of the band U2, performs in Washington on June, 17, 2018. (Photo by Brent N. Clarke/Invision/AP, File)
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            JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- U2 is returning with its first collection of new songs in nearly a decade, opening with a tribute to Renee Good, the Minnesota mom fatally shot by a federal agent during this winter's massive immigration crackdown.
The Irish rock band released the six-song EP "U2 - Days of Ash" on Wednesday. Its first track, "American Obituary," is dedicated to Good, who died Jan. 7 in Minneapolis during an encounter with a Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent. The song is a call for peace and a dedication to Good's life.
"Renee didn't just believe in kindness; she lived it, fully and fiercely," said Becca Good, her partner, in a statement released with the project. "She believed every person deserved the same compassion, care and dignity regardless of who they were."
The band released the EP on Ash Wednesday, describing it as an immediate response to current events and inspired by the people "fighting on the front lines of freedom."

    
Frontman Bono has frequently incorporated social themes into U2's music, and the new songs maintain that approach. Some tracks reference international tensions and humanitarian concerns, including the war in Ukraine, developments in the Middle East and immigration debates in the United States. One song also mentions Palestinian activist Awdah Hathaleen, whose death last year in the Israeli-occupied West Bank drew international attention.



    
        




    




The project marks U2's first major release of new original material since 2017's "Songs of Experience," although the band has remained active through touring and rerecorded projects in recent years.

    
    
    
Antonio Romanucci, an attorney representing Good's family in a civil case connected to her death, said the tribute reflects a broader message.
"We certainly feel the urgency of the country's situation reflected in the band's powerful call for coming together," he said in a statement.

    
Throughout its career, U2 has used its platform to highlight issues ranging from global poverty initiatives to human rights advocacy. The EP was released alongside lyric videos for each track and is available on major streaming platforms.
Good's parents and siblings also described the song as an honor and said they hope it encourages reflection and unity.

"It's an incredible honor to have the talent and impact of U2 spreading the message of peace in Renee's name," the statement read. "We certainly feel the urgency of the country's situation reflected in the band's powerful call for change and coming together."
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                    Entertainment

    Barbara Kingsolver returns with 'Partita,' her first novel since 'Demon Copperhead'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Author Barbara Kingsolver appears at the 75th National Book Awards ceremony in New York on Nov. 20, 2024. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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            By 
            HILLEL ITALIE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For her first novel since the Pulitzer Prize-winning "Demon Copperhead," Barbara Kingsolver is taking on a subject she rarely discussed in public while growing up in a small Kentucky town: classical music. 
Harper, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, announced Thursday that "Partita" will be published Oct. 6. (Faber will release the book two days later in the UK). Like "Demon Copperhead," "The Poisonwood Bible" and other Kingsolver novels, it's centered on a rural community. But in "Partita," the main character is a married woman and onetime pianist haunted by a passion for music that she never lived out. 
In the 1970s, Kingsolver herself was a music scholarship student at DePauw University who switched her major to biology after deciding she stood little chance of making a career out of playing classical piano. At the same time, she had ambitions to become a writer. She worked in journalism and published poetry and short fiction before completing her first novel, "The Bean Trees," which came out in 1988.

    
"All my life, I've loved both language and music in a hungry, passionate way that happily entwines them in my brain. A novel about a classical musician never occurred to me, though, because of the sorts of people I write about," Kingsolver said in a statement. "I was the weird country kid who loved reading Tolstoy and playing Bach, but I kept those interests to myself. Finally, now, it strikes me as a worthy project to ask who made these rules, that small-town fiddlers and country music fans don't feel welcome in a symphony hall, and vice versa?"


Kingsolver, 70, has long been known for her socially conscious fiction, often working in themes of class, community, immigration and the environment. The bestselling "Demon Copperhead" was a reworking of Charles Dickens' "David Copperfield" that Kingsolver set in modern Appalachia. Published in 2022, it was an Oprah Winfrey book club pick that shared the fiction Pulitzer with Hernan Diaz's "Trust."

Her other honors include a National Humanities Medal, a National Book Award for lifetime achievement and induction into the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
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                    Business

    Grandson of the inventor of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups accuses Hershey of cutting corners




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A package of Reese's Hearts is shown on Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026 in New Jersey. (AP Photo/Pablo Salinas)]
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[image: These are Reese's Peanut Butter Cups in Pittsburgh Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)]
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[image: Reese's Candies are shown in Carmel, Ind., Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)]
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            By 
            DEE-ANN DURBIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The grandson of the inventor of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups has lashed out at The Hershey Co., accusing the candy company of hurting the Reese's brand by shifting to cheaper ingredients in many products.
Hershey acknowledges some recipe changes but said Wednesday that it was trying to meet consumer demand for innovation. High cocoa prices also have led Hershey and other manufacturers to experiment with using less chocolate in recent years.
Brad Reese, 70, said in a Feb. 14 letter to Hershey's corporate brand manager that for multiple Reese's products, the company replaced milk chocolate with compound coatings and peanut butter with peanut creme.
"How does The Hershey Co. continue to position Reese's as its flagship brand, a symbol of trust, quality and leadership, while quietly replacing the very ingredients (Milk Chocolate + Peanut Butter) that built Reese's trust in the first place?" Reese wrote in the letter, which he posted on his LinkedIn profile.

    
He is the grandson of H.B. Reese, who spent two years at Hershey before forming his own candy company in 1919. H.B. Reese invented Reese's Peanut Butter Cups in 1928; his six sons eventually sold his company to Hershey in 1963.



    
        




    




Hershey said Wednesday that Reese's Peanut Butter Cups are made the same way they always have been, with milk chocolate and peanut butter that the company makes itself from roasted peanuts and a few other ingredients, including sugar and salt. But some Reese's ingredients vary, Hershey said. 

    
    
    
"As we've grown and expanded the Reese's product line, we make product recipe adjustments that allow us to make new shapes, sizes and innovations that Reese's fans have come to love and ask for, while always protecting the essence of what makes Reese's unique and special: the perfect combination of chocolate and peanut butter," the company said.
Brad Reese said he thinks Hershey went too far. He said he recently threw out a bag of Reese's Mini Hearts, which were a new product released for Valentine's Day. The packaging notes that the heart-shaped candies are made from "chocolate candy and peanut butter creme," not milk chocolate and peanut butter.

    
"It was not edible," Reese told The Associated Press in an interview. "You have to understand. I used to eat a Reese's product every day. This is very devastating for me."
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has strict ingredient and labeling requirements for chocolate. To be considered milk chocolate, products must contain at least 10% chocolate liquor, which is a paste made from ground cocoa beans and contains no alcohol. Products also must contain at least 12% milk solids and 3.39% milk fat.
Companies can get around those rules by using other wording on their packaging. The wrapper for Hershey's Mr. Goodbar, for example, contains the words "chocolate candy" instead of "milk chocolate."
Reese said Hershey changed the recipes for multiple Reese's products in recent years. Reese's Take5 and Fast Break bars used to be coated with milk chocolate, he said, but now they aren't. In the early 2000's, when Hershey released White Reese's, they were made with white chocolate. Now they're made with a white creme, he said.

    
Reese said Reese's Peanut Butter Cups sold in Europe, the United Kingdom and Ireland are also different than U.S. versions. On Wednesday, a package advertised on the website of British online supermarket Ocado described the candy as "milk chocolate-flavored coating and peanut butter creme."
Hershey disputed that. The company said the Reese's Peanut Butter Cups it sells in the European Union and the United Kingdom use the same recipe as the U.S. version. The labels vary because the EU and the U.K. both require milk chocolate products to have higher percentages of cocoa, milk solids and milk fats, Hershey said.
In a conference call with investors last year, Hershey Chief Financial Officer Steven Voskuil said the company made some changes in its formulas. Voskuil did not say for which products but said Hershey was very careful to maintain the "taste profile and the specialness of our iconic brands."

    
"I would say in all the changes that we've made thus far, there has been no consumer impact whatsoever. As you can imagine, even on the smallest brand in the portfolio, if we were to make a change, there's extensive consumer testing," he said.

But Brad Reese said he often has people tell him that Reese's products don't taste as good as they used to. He said Pennsylvania-based Hershey should keep in mind a famous quote from its founder, Milton Hershey: "Give them quality, that's the best advertising."
"I absolutely believe in innovation, but my preference is innovation with quality," Reese said.
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    US trade deficit declined in 2025, but gap for goods hits a record despite Trump tariffs




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cargo containers line a ship at the Port of Oakland on Wednesday, Aug. 6, 2025, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)]
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            PAUL WISEMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. trade deficit slipped modestly in 2025, a year in which President Donald Trump upended global commerce by slapping double digit tariffs on imports from most countries. But the gap in the trade of goods such machinery and aircraft -- the main focus of Trump's protectionist policies -- hit a record last year despite sweeping import taxes.
Overall, the gap the between the goods and services the U.S. sells other countries and what it buys from them narrowed to just over $901 billion, from $904 billion in 2024, but it was still the third-highest on record, the Commerce Department reported Thursday.
Exports rose 6% last year, and imports rose nearly 5%.
And the U.S. deficit in the trade of goods widened 2% to a record $1.24 trillion last year as American companies boosted imports of computer chips and other tech goods from Taiwan to support massive investments in artificial intelligence.

    
Amid continuing tensions with Bejing, the deficit in the goods trade with China plunged nearly 32% to $202 billion in 2025 on a sharp drop in both exports to and imports from the world's second-biggest economy. But trade was diverted away from China. The goods gap with Taiwan doubled to $147 billion and shot up 44%, to $178 billion, with Vietnam.



    
        




    




Economist Chad Bown, senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics, said the widening gaps with Taiwan and Vietnam might put a "bulls eye'' on them this year if Trump focuses more on the lopsided trade numbers and less on the U.S. rivalry with China.

    
    
    
In 2025, U.S. goods imports from Mexico outpaced exports by nearly $197 billion, up from a 2024 gap of $172 billion. But the goods deficit with Canada shrank by 26% to $46 billion. The United States this year is negotiating a renewal of a pact Trump reached with those two countries in his first term.
The U.S. ran a bigger surplus in the trade of services such as banking and tourism last year -- $339 billion, up from $312 billion in 2024.

    
The trade gap surged from January-March as U.S. companies tried to import foreign goods ahead of Trump's taxes, then narrowed most of the rest of the year.

Trump's tariffs are a tax paid by U.S. importers and often passed along to their customers as higher prices. But they haven't had as much impact on inflation as economists originally expected. Trump argues that the tariffs will protect U.S. industries, bringing manufacturing back to America and raise money for the U.S. Treasury.
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                    Business

    US stock indexes drift lower as Walmart swings and oil prices rise




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Traders Joseph Lawler, left, and Niall Pawa, center, and Drew Cohen work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Feb. 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            STAN CHOE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes are drifting lower on Thursday, while oil prices rise with worries about a potential conflict between the United States and Iran. 
The S&P 500 fell 0.4% and was potentially heading for its first loss in four days. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 283 points, or 0.6%, as of noon Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.4% lower.
Booking Holdings dropped 7.1% for one of the market's sharper losses, even though the company behind the Booking.com, Priceline and OpenTable brands reported a profit for the latest quarter that edged past analysts' expectations. 
Its stock has been under pressure because of worries that competitors powered by artificial-intelligence technology could upend its industry and take away customers at some point. It's lost roughly a quarter of its value so far this year already. 

    
Such worries have been rolling through the U.S. stock market, hitting industries as far flung as software and legal services and trucking logistics. Investors have been punishing stocks of companies seen as under threat by AI so suddenly and aggressively that analysts have likened it to a "shoot first-ask questions later" mentality.



    
        




    




Carvana sank 9.4% despite also reporting a stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. Investors may have been paying more attention to how much profit the auto retailer made per vehicle sold, which was lower than expected.

    
    
    
Walmart, meanwhile, pushed and pulled on the market after erasing an early gain of 2.7% and swinging to a modest loss. The retail giant delivered stronger results for the latest quarter than analysts expected, but it gave a profit forecast for the upcoming year that fell short of estimates. It was most recently back to a gain of 0.3%. 
Helping to limit the market's losses was Deere, which jumped 12.1% after the machinery maker reported a higher profit than analysts expected. CEO John May said it's seeing a continued recovery in demand from construction and smaller agricultural customers, though its global, large agricultural customers are still feeling pressure.

    
Some of the bigger gains in the S&P 500 came from stocks of oil companies, which climbed with the price of crude. A barrel of benchmark U.S. crude rose 2.6% to $66.71, while Brent crude added 2.2% to $71.88.
Prices rose with worries about a possible military confrontation between the United States and Iran. President Donald Trump has been raising the pressure on Iran, which is home to some of the world's largest oil reserves, because of its disputed nuclear program. If a conflict were to break out, it could constrict the global flow of oil. 
Occidental Petroleum jumped 8.2% after it also reported a stronger profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected.
In the bond market, Treasury yields held relatively steady after a report said the number of U.S. workers applying for unemployment benefits eased last week. That could be a signal that the pace of layoffs is slowing. 
A solid job market, in turn, could keep the Federal Reserve on hold for longer before it resumes its cuts to interest rates. Fed officials said at their last meeting that they want to see inflation fall further  before they would support cutting rates further this year.

    
If oil prices keep rising, that would push upward on inflation. 
The yield on the 10-year Treasury edged down to 4.08% from 4.09% late Wednesday. 

Other U.S. economic reports said that growth for manufacturing in the mid-Atlantic region is accelerating, but potential homebuyers across the country didn't sign as many contracts in January to purchase. The U.S. trade deficit also widened in December by more than economists expected. 
In stock markets abroad, indexes fell in Europe following better performances in Asia. 
South Korea's Kospi jumped 3.1% as trading resumed following a Lunar New Year holiday. Markets in Hong Kong and Shanghai remained closed. 
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed. 
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    NASA conducts second rocket fueling test that will decide when Artemis astronauts head to the moon




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by NASA shows the Artemis II SLS (Space Launch System) rocket with the Orion spacecraft atop a mobile launcher at Launch Complex 39B, Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026, at NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida. (Jim Ross/NASA via AP)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- NASA took another crack at fueling its giant moon rocket Thursday after leaks halted the initial dress rehearsal and delayed the first lunar trip by astronauts in more than half a century.
For the second time this month, launch teams began pumping more than 700,000 gallons (2.6 million liters) of supercold fuel into the rocket atop its launch pad.
It's the most critical and challenging part of the two-day practice countdown. The outcome will determine whether a March launch is possible for the Artemis II moon mission with four astronauts.
During the rehearsal two weeks ago, dangerous amounts of supercold liquid hydrogen escaped from the connections between the pad and the 322-foot (98-meter) Space Launch System rocket. Engineers replaced a pair of seals and a clogged filter in hopes of getting through the repeat test at Kennedy Space Center.

    
NASA won't set a launch date for the Artemis II mission until it passes the fueling demonstration. Like last time, the crew -- three Americans and one Canadian -- watched the test from afar. 
The soonest astronauts could soar is March 6. They will become the first people to fly to the moon -- making a 10-day out-and-back trip with no stops -- since Apollo 17 in 1972. They won't orbit or land. 



    
        




    




NASA has been battling hydrogen fuel leaks ever since the space shuttle era, which provided many of the SLS engines. The first Artemis test flight without anyone on board was grounded for months by leaking hydrogen before finally blasting off in November 2022.

    
    
    
Going years between flights exacerbates the problem, according to NASA's new administrator Jared Isaacman, a tech entrepreneur who financed his own trips to orbit through SpaceX.
Just two months into the job, Isaacman already is promising to redesign the fuel connections between the rocket and pad before the next Artemis III launch. Still a few years away, that mission will attempt to land two astronauts near the moon's south pole.

    
"We will not launch unless we are ready and the safety of our astronauts will remain the highest priority," he said last week on X.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 
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    Freezing reptile dubbed 'Lizard in a blizzard' is rescued after being buried in Rhode Island snow




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New England Wildlife Center shows a tegu lizard which was found buried in snow in Providence, R.I., in late January 2025. (New England Wildlife Center via AP)]
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                                        PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) -- Wildlife officials say a "lizard in a blizzard" has been rescued after a man discovered the large cold-blooded reptile buried in snow in Rhode Island, somehow surviving the frigid temperatures. 
According to the New England Wildlife Center, the Providence man spotted the tegu lizard from his driveway on Tuesday. The reptile was quickly brought it indoors and wrapped in a T-shirt to help conserve heat.
ET Reptiles, a reptile store based in Rhode Island, agreed to pick up the tegu and take it to an animal hospital. There, veterinarians found the tegu to be "extremely weak, underweight, and not moving well." The tegu's tongue had also suffered frostbite and muscle weakness due to prolonged exposure to the cold -- a circumstance that leads to cell failure in cold-blooded animals in low temperatures.
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A small portion of the tegu's tongue was amputated to help with its recovery. 

    
"He is now resting comfortably and finally warm, which makes all the difference!" the wildlife center said in a social media post. "We will be rooting for a good outcome and will share updates as we have them."
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[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The travertine quarries that built ancient Rome are carving rock for a new generation of temples
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A movie that takes liberties with 'Wuthering Heights'? Scholars are OK with that
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




The center says it's unknown if the lizard escaped on its own from wherever it was being kept or was abandoned.

The black and white lizards are native to South America and have become popular in the pet trade. They have become known as an invasive species in certain states, like Florida, as more owners who had intended to keep them as pets abandon them into the wild. They can grow to 4 feet (122 centimeters) long.
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    Viral '6-7' tops 2025 list of overused words and phrases




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Dictionary.com page shows the newest word of the year "6-7" on a computer screen, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)]
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            By 
            COREY WILLIAMS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Respondents to an annual Michigan college survey of overused and misused words and phrases say " 6-7 " is "cooked" and should come to a massive full-stop heading into the new year.
Those are among the top 10 words on the 50th annual "Banished Words List," released Thursday by Lake Superior State University. The tongue-in-cheek roundup of overused slang started in 1976 as a New Year's Eve party idea, and is affectionately called the list of "Queen's English for Mis-use, Over-use and General Uselessness."
Around 1,400 submissions came from all 50 states and a number of countries outside the U.S., including Uzbekistan, Brazil and Japan, according to Lake Superior State.
Also in the top 10 are "demure," "incentivize," "perfect," "gift/gifted," "my bad" and "reach out." "My bad" and "reach out" also made the list decades ago -- in 1998 and 1994, respectively.

    
"The list definitely represents the fad and vernacular trends of the younger generation," said David Travis, Lake Superior State University president. "Social media allows a greater opportunity to misunderstand or misuse words. We're using terms that are shared through texting, primarily, or through posting with no body language or tone context. It's very easy to misunderstand these words."
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[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]
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Few phrases in 2025 befuddled parents, teachers and others over the age of, say 40, more than "6-7." Dictionary.com even picked it as their 2025 word of the year, while other dictionaries chose words like "slop" and " rage bait."

    
    
    
But what does "6-7" actually mean? It exploded over the summer, especially among Gen Z, and is considered by many to be nonsensical in meaning -- an inside joke driven by social media.
"Don't worry, because we're all still trying to figure out exactly what it means," the dictionary's editors wrote.
Each number can be spoken aloud as "six, seven." They even can be combined as the number 67; at college basketball games, some fans explode when a team reaches that point total.

    
The placement of "6-7" at the top of the banished list puts it in good company. In 2019, the centuries-old Latin phrase "quid pro quo" was the top requested phrase to ban from popular use. In 2017, " fake news " got the most votes.
Alana Bobbitt, a 19-year-old sophomore at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, is unapologetic about using "6-7."
"I find joy in it," Bobbitt said. "It's a little bit silly, and even though I don't understand what it means, it's fun to use."
Jalen Brezzell says a small group of his friends use "6-7" and that it comes up a couple of times each week. But he won't utter it.
"Never. I don't really get the joke," said Brezzell, a 19-year-old sophomore at the University of Michigan-Dearborn. "I don't see what's funny about it."
But banning it, even in jest, might be a bit of a stretch, he said, adding that he does use other words and phrases on the list.
"I've always used the word 'cooked,'" Brezzell said. "I just think it got popular on the internet over this past year. It's saying, like, 'give it up, it's over.'"

    
Some of the phrases do have longevity, Travis said.

"I don't think they'll ever go away, like 'at the end of the day,'" he said. "I used 'my bad' today. I feel comfortable using it. I started using it when I was young. A lot of us older people are still using it."
Travis said that while some terms on the list "will stick around in perpetuity," others will be fleeting.
"I think '6-7,' next year, will be gone," he said.
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    Chicken wings advertised as 'boneless' can have bones, Ohio Supreme Court decides




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A "boneless chicken wing" is displayed in Glenside, Pa., on Feb. 8, 2023. On Thursday, July 25, 2024, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that consumers cannot expect boneless chicken wings to actually be free of bones, rejecting claims by a restaurant patron who suffered serious medical complications from getting a bone stuck in his throat. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        Consumers cannot expect boneless chicken wings to actually be free of bones, a divided Ohio Supreme Court ruled Thursday, rejecting claims by a restaurant patron who suffered serious medical complications from getting a bone stuck in his throat. 
Michael Berkheimer was dining with his wife and friends at a wing joint in Hamilton, Ohio, and had ordered the usual -- boneless wings with parmesan garlic sauce -- when he felt a bite-size piece of meat go down the wrong way. Three days later, feverish and unable to keep food down, Berkeimer went to the emergency room, where a doctor discovered a long, thin bone that had torn his esophagus and caused an infection.
Berkheimer sued the restaurant, Wings on Brookwood, saying the restaurant failed to warn him that so-called "boneless wings" -- which are, of course, nuggets of boneless, skinless breast meat -- could contain bones. The suit also named the supplier and the farm that produced the chicken, claiming all were negligent.

    
In a 4-3 ruling, the Supreme Court said Thursday that "boneless wings" refers to a cooking style, and that Berkheimer should've been on guard against bones since it's common knowledge that chickens have bones. The high court sided with lower courts that had dismissed Berkheimer's suit. 



    
        




    




"A diner reading 'boneless wings' on a menu would no more believe that the restaurant was warranting the absence of bones in the items than believe that the items were made from chicken wings, just as a person eating 'chicken fingers' would know that he had not been served fingers," Justice Joseph T. Deters wrote for the majority.

    
    
    
The dissenting justices called Deters' reasoning "utter jabberwocky," and said a jury should've been allowed to decide whether the restaurant was negligent in serving Berkheimer a piece of chicken that was advertised as boneless. 

"The question must be asked: Does anyone really believe that the parents in this country who feed their young children boneless wings or chicken tenders or chicken nuggets or chicken fingers expect bones to be in the chicken? Of course they don't," Justice Michael P. Donnelly wrote in dissent. "When they read the word 'boneless,' they think that it means 'without bones,' as do all sensible people."
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    Monkeys are on the loose in St. Louis and AI is complicating efforts to capture them
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                                        Multiple monkeys are on the loose in St. Louis, and AI-generated images are complicating the effort to find them. 
The Vervet monkeys were first spotted Thursday near a park in the northern part of the city, prompting "rumor after rumor," said city Department of Health spokesperson Willie Springer. It's unclear who owns the monkeys, how they got loose or exactly how many there are.
People have reported capturing the monkeys, even posting fake pictures online to bolster the claim. But as of Monday, the monkeys remained at large, Springer said. 
"It's been a lot in regard to AI and what's genuine and what's not," Springer said. "People are just having fun. Like I don't think anyone means harm." 
The largest number people have reported seeing is four, Springer said. People aren't allowed to own the animals in the city, so Springer is doubtful that anyone will come forward to claim them.

    
For now, animal control is working with primate experts at the St. Louis Zoo to find them. 
Vervet monkeys are native to sub-Saharan Africa, where they are widespread. Weighing in at 7 to 17 pounds (3.18 to 7.71 kilograms), they are sometimes called green monkeys because of the tint of their fur. 

Residents have been urged to stay away from the monkeys and call for help instead. A news release said they are intelligent and social, but may be unpredictable or aggressive under stress. 
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    California homeowner rolls out 'unwelcome' mat for black bear living under his house




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bear lies inside a crawl space beneath a home in Altadena, Calif., Dec. 1, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: Homeowner Ken Johnson stands outside his house with trash scattered across the driveway after a bear took refuge in a crawl space at his property in Altadena, Calif., Dec. 1, 2025, as a reporter surveying the scene casts a shadow on a wall. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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[image: A bear warning sign is posted at the Basher trailhead in Anchorage, Alaska, on July 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen, File)]
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                                        A huge black bear that made its den in the crawl space under a Los Angeles area man's house for more than a month has finally been evicted.
Altadena resident Ken Johnson said the animal began denning beneath his home around Thanksgiving, twisting gas lines and toppling bricks as he came and went. Surveillance video showed the bear easily tearing away screening and other obstacles and squeezing through a small opening. 
Johnson said in a phone interview Friday that he first asked state wildlife officials for help, but the air horns and paintball guns they deployed didn't work. So he turned to BEAR League, a California-based nonprofit that bills itself as specializing in "living in harmony with bears."
The bear was out within about 20 minutes after members from the group arrived, Johnson said. 
In a social media post on Thursday, the group said that one of its most experienced responders crawled beneath the home and got behind the bear -- which it estimated weighs more than 500 pounds (227 kilograms) -- to encourage the animal to leave. 

    
"There's the relief -- it feels like, you know, you had a bunch of dinner guests over and now the party's over -- well it wasn't a party -- but you know they're gone and now you've got a bunch of dirty dishes and empty glasses to deal with," Johnson said. 



    
        




    




The group placed an "unwelcome" mat, which delivers an electric shock, at the opening. Video footage showed the bear returning to the house, stepping on the mat and then running away. 

    
    
    
Dave Fleishman, a BEAR League spokesperson who helped evict the animal, said it was one of the largest black bears he has seen. 
"He's in my top three," Fleishman said.
"He's an old soul ... I think he just wanted a quiet place for the winter," he added. "But he'd done a tremendous amount of damage to Ken's house. And so, you don't want Ken's house to burn down or the rest of Altadena to burn down because of a ruptured gas line."

    
Fleishman said the team was able to move the bear quickly because the house has two crawl spaces, making access easier. He called it a "standard eviction" the group regularly handles, particularly in the Lake Tahoe area. 
Johnson described having the bear around as "unsettling." Since the eviction, the bear came back at least once before moving on, he said. "It's just the constant tension of if he if he decides to come out I have to be ready," he said.

Johnson said the animal caused thousands of dollars in damage, which has been particularly tough to deal with because he lost his job after last year's Eaton wildfire. The bear shredded ductwork under the house and twisted natural gas piping, Johnson said. He's set up a GoFundMe page seeking to repair the damage and make his house livable again.
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    How the rich pass on their wealth. And how you can too




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A real estate sign is shown at a home for sale in Houston, Jan. 13, 2021. (Melissa Phillip/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)]
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            A real estate sign is shown at a home for sale in Houston, Jan. 13, 2021. (Melissa Phillip/Houston Chronicle via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The likeness of Benjamin Franklin is seen on U.S. $100 bills, Thursday, July 14, 2022, in Marple Township, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Death and taxes may be inevitable. A big bill for your heirs is not.
The rich have made an art of avoiding taxes and making sure their wealth passes down effortlessly to the next generation. But the tricks they use - to expedite payouts to heirs and avoid handing money to the government - can also work for people with far more modest estates.
"It's a strategic game of chess played over decades," says Mark Bosler, an estate planning attorney in Troy, Michigan, and legal adviser to Real Estate Bees. "While the average person relies on a simple will, the well-to-do utilize a different playbook."

    
Consider a trust
First, consider the facts: Despite widespread misconceptions, only estates of the very richest Americans are generally subject to taxes. At the federal level, estates of over $15 million typically trigger taxes. At the state level, 16 states and the District of Columbia do collect estate or inheritance taxes, according to the Tax Foundation, sometimes with lower exemptions than the IRS, but still at thresholds targeting millionaires.
While most people can pass on what they have without worrying about their heirs being caught in a web of taxes, it can require planning to escape a messy process that can hold up estates for years and cost families significantly in court fees and lawyer bills.
The solution at the center of many estate planners' designs is a trust.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Though trusts conjure images of complex arrangements utilized by the uber-rich, they are relatively simple tools that can make sense for many people. They come with expense, often costing thousands of dollars in lawyer fees to set them up. But for a retired couple with a paid-off house, 401(k)s and a portfolio of investments, they can ease the passing of assets to heirs.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Among the reasons: Even if you aren't leaving enough behind to trigger taxes, your estate can get tied up in probate court, which typically assesses fees based on an estate's total value.

    
    
    
"You are leaving what might have gone to your children or other loved ones to attorneys and the courts," says Renee Fry, CEO of Gentreo, an online estate planner based in Quincy, Massachusetts. "Anywhere from 3 to 8% of an estate might be lost."

    
Trusts can allow an estate to sidestep court altogether and to shield it from public view by keeping details out of public records. Some people also use them to protect their savings if they someday need nursing home care and would prefer to qualify for a government-paid stay under Medicaid instead of paying themselves.
Pass on stocks virtually tax-free
Imagine being an investor in a stock like Nvidia that has soared in recent years. Now imagine being able to reap the profit of selling your shares without paying tax.
It's possible with one caveat: You have to die.
That scenario, known in estate lingo as "step-up," allows many rich families to grow their wealth while ensuring their heirs won't be saddled with the bill.
It works like this: Say your savvy uncle bought 100 shares of Nvidia when it began trading in 1999 at $12 a share. Between splits and a soaring price, that $1,200 investment would be worth more than $9 million today. If he left it all to you, you could sell the shares owing little or no tax because gains are calculated from the day he died, not the day he bought it.

    
Benjamin Trujillo, a partner with the wealth advisory firm Moneta, based in St. Louis, Missouri, says it all seems "like a magic trick." And it's completely legal.
"Wealth transfer looks like smoke and mirrors," Trujillo says. "Assets like stocks can quietly grow for decades and, when they're inherited, the tax bill often disappears."
Lawmakers have sometimes proposed limits on the "step-up" rule but at least for now, it remains, making it one of the biggest not-so-secret weapons in the arsenals of those looking to create generational wealth. If stocks aren't your forte, "step-up" applies to other types of investments too, including artwork, real estate and collectibles.

    
Keep up to date on beneficiaries
Ever get a prompt on one of your accounts asking you to name a beneficiary? It's more than a confusing (or annoying) nudge from your brokerage. Estate planners say it is one of the simplest ways to ease the transfer of assets to loved ones after you die.
Regulations vary from place to place, but many banks and brokerages allow you to name a beneficiary to whom the funds will be transferred to upon your death.
"One of the easiest ways to transfer assets hassle-free," says Allison Harrison, an attorney in Columbus, Ohio, who focuses on estate planning.
Beneficiary designations generally override wills, so it's important to make sure yours are up to date to avoid the mess of having, say, an ex-spouse end up with everything you saved.

All of this requires planning, but experts say investing a little time in mapping out your estate is one of the moves that separates the rich from the less well-off.
"Wealthy families plan," says Fry. "They don't leave assets and decisions unprotected."
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    Colorectal cancer is rising in younger adults. Here's who is most at risk and symptoms to watch for
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            James Van Der Beek shot to fame in the WB hit "Dawson's Creek" and in later years, mocked his own hunky persona. He revealed in 2024 that he was being treated for colorectal cancer and died Wednesday at age 48.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: James Van Der Beek arrives at the 71st Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 22, 2019. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Actor Chadwick Boseman appears at an interview for the film, "Marshall," in Washington on Sept. 21, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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            By 
            LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Colorectal cancer is a threat not just to older adults but increasingly to young men and women, too. It's now the top cancer killer of Americans younger than 50.
The deaths of "Dawson's Creek" actor James Van Der Beek at 48 this week, and a few years ago "Black Panther" star Chadwick Boseman at 43, highlight the risk for younger adults.
"We're now starting to see more and more people in the 20-, 30- and 40-year-old range developing colon cancer. At the beginning of my career, nobody that age had colorectal cancer," said Dr. John Marshall of Georgetown University's Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center, who has been a cancer doctor for more than three decades. 
That trend "is shaking us all, to be blunt," said Marshall, who is also medical consultant to the Colorectal Cancer Alliance.
Here's what to know about colorectal cancer -- at any age -- and how to protect yourself.

    
How common is colorectal cancer?
More than 158,000 cases of colorectal cancer will be diagnosed in the U.S. this year, according to the American Cancer Society. Among all ages, it's the nation's second leading cancer killer, behind lung cancer -- expected to claim more than 55,000 lives this year.
For the population overall, cases and deaths have inched down in recent years. That's thanks in part to screening tests that can spot tumors early, when they're easier to treat -- or even prevent them if precancerous growths are found and removed.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Who's most at risk?
The vast majority of colorectal cancer cases and deaths still are in people 50 and older. That older age group has seen the most progress, with deaths dropping by about 1.5% a year over the past decade, according to cancer society statistics.
But while it's still relatively rare in the under-50 crowd, their colorectal cancer diagnoses have been rising since the early 2000s.
And last month, cancer society researchers reported that colorectal cancer mortality in Americans under 50 had increased by 1.1% a year since 2005, becoming the deadliest cancer in that age group. This year, the society estimates 3,890 people under age 50 will die of it.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Risk factors at any age include obesity, lack of physical activity, a diet high in red or processed meat and low in fruits and vegetables, smoking, heavy alcohol use, having inflammatory bowel disease or a family history of colorectal cancer.

    
    
    
Marshall advises everyone to eat lots of fruits and vegetables and whole grains. "Meat's not evil" but eat less of it, he said.
And a recent study found that a three-year exercise program improved survival in colon cancer patients and reduced cancer recurrence.

    
What are the symptoms of colorectal cancer?
Symptoms include blood in stool or rectal bleeding; changes in bowel habits such as diarrhea, constipation or narrowing of stool that lasts more than a few days; unintended weight loss; and cramps or abdominal pain.
"Don't ignore symptoms. Get it checked," Marshall stressed. Survival is far more likely when colorectal cancer is diagnosed early, before it spreads.

    
When to get screened for colorectal cancer
Medical guidelines say the average person should start getting screened at age 45 -- too late for some young adults.
People known to be at higher risk are supposed to talk with their doctors about whether to start screening even earlier.
How often people need to get checked depends on the type of screening they choose. There are a variety of options, including yearly stool-based tests or colonoscopies that may be done every 10 years as long as no problems were found. There's also a newer blood test for adults 45 or older.
What's causing the colorectal cancer rise in younger adults?
No one knows what's causing the rise in cases in younger adults. But Georgetown's Marshall said many young patients lack common risk factors. He wonders if changes in young people's gut bacteria -- the microbiome -- might play a role.
Also, where cancer occurs along the question mark-shaped colon -- it starts on one side of the abdomen and swoops to the other before ending with the rectum -- influences how aggressive it is and how it's treated. Marshall said there's a marked difference in where younger and older people's tumors tend to strike, another clue being explored.

    
---

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/colon-cancer-young-adults-boseman-van-der-beek-7200285f2060145b8369de9ed8db9c17



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Lifestyle

    Mobility exercises are an important part of fitness as we age. Here are some tips




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images show physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating various poses in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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            This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        As they age, it's not uncommon for many people to let out a muted groan when getting out of bed in the morning.
But if you "oof" every time you get in a car or "aargh" while bending over to pick up something, it may be time to prioritize exercises that target your mobility.
Dr. Miho Tanaka, a sports medicine surgeon at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, said good mobility is increasingly recognized as an important part of overall health. She pointed to research showing that high mobility has long-term effects in reducing rates of cancer, cardiovascular disease, dementia and depression.
"It's not just about how you look and how your level of fitness is at any given point," Tanaka said. "For anyone who wants to stay active later in life, there has to be a deliberate process of maintaining that level of activity by doing mobility exercises."

    
Mobility equals strength plus flexibility
Mobility and flexibility are often confused, said Jessica Valant, a physical therapist and Pilates instructor near Denver.
Flexibility is simply the extent to which a muscle can lengthen, whereas mobility involves using muscle strength to interact with a network of joints, tendons, ligaments and synovial fluid, which is the lubricant inside the joint.
That network around the shoulders, spine, hips, pelvis and knees needs to work well together. Otherwise, it becomes difficult to reach things in high cabinets, squat down to tie your shoes or lift your grandchildren, let alone participate in outdoor activities or sports.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Mobility exercises strengthen your muscles while increasing your range of motion, which allows you to be more functional with age, Valant said.
"Motion is lotion, which is a saying we use in physical therapy all the time," she said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Two early warning signs
Starting from about 30 years old, muscles and tendons start to lose collagen, Tanaka said. That's the same substance that in hair and skin relates to going gray and getting wrinkles.
Without regular exercise, weaker muscles put extra pressure on joints, she said. Even active people lose muscle in areas that are overlooked at the gym, such as the rotator cuff around the shoulder and postural muscles that support the spine and neck.
Tanaka said two early warning signs likely point to the need for mobility training. 

    
    
    
The first is aching joints and muscle stiffness without first exerting a lot of effort. Back soreness after a long day of sitting at a desk could signal limited hip or pelvic mobility, she said. Achy knees after being on your feet all day may be a sign of weak quadriceps.

    
The second sign is more acute pain, such as when you don't get injured but you still experience swollen or painful joints for several days after participating in a sport like basketball or skiing for the first time a while.
She cautioned against following a recent social media challenge to test mobility by standing up from a seated position on the floor without using your hands.
"I've seen some injuries from that, so I definitely don't recommend that," she said.
Instead, try sitting in a chair and standing up without putting your hands on the chair arms. Next, try to stand on one foot. If you can do both, that's a good sign.
Tai Chi and yoga are also both great for mobility training, she said.

    
Other recommended exercises
Dr. Corey Simon, associate professor of orthopedic surgery at Duke University School of Medicine, urged people to prioritize mobility before they experience pain in their joints or difficulty moving around.
"You don't have to have a gym to do this," Simon said.
He suggested working body-weight exercises into your day. That could include setting an hourly timer to get up and walk around the house. When you return to your desk, add chair sits to work the quads, hamstrings, calves and glutes. Assuming your balance is OK, doing pushups against a wall or a countertop helps to mobilize the shoulders.
Once those exercises become easy, add exercise bands to build strength.
Valant said that people who are sedentary should simply start walking every day.
"It's the lowest barrier to entry," she said.

    
Beyond that, she suggests adding 10 minutes of mobility training to whatever exercise you're doing. She offers short mobility routines on her YouTube channel targeting the hips, spine and full body.
Some basic hip movements include lying on your side and lifting your top leg, lying on your back and squeezing your knees to your chest and sitting up with your feet together, lowering your knees toward the floor.

For the spine, try the cat-cow stretch, arching and curving your back with hands and knees on the floor. Or sit in a chair with feet on the floor, twisting your shoulders to both sides. 
"This isn't something that changes in five days, but I tell people, give it four weeks," she said. "You will see results over time."
___
Albert Stumm writes about wellness, food and travel. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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                    Photography 

    An AP photographer saw a woman with a gun on a motorcycle, bringing back echoes from the past




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pro-government armed civilians patrol in La Guaira, Venezuela, Saturday, Jan. 3, 2026, after U.S. President Donald Trump announced that President Nicolas Maduro had been captured and flown out of the country. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)]
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            MATIAS DELACROIX

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        LA GUAIRA, VENEZUELA (AP) -- Matias Delacroix is a Chilean-raised photojournalist currently based in Panama who has been photographing the U.S. attack in Venezuela and its aftermath.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why I shot this photo
When I saw an armed woman riding on the back of a motorcycle, it immediately reminded me of a well-known photograph from the 1990s by a Chilean photographer showing a woman with a submachine gun. That visual echo made me pause. I was seeing a similar image resurface decades later, this time in Caracas and under very different circumstances.
In the aftermath of U.S. strikes that ended with the capture of President Nicolas Maduro, groups of pro-government civilians took to the streets, some armed. The scene reflected the shock and uncertainty that followed the attack, and photographing it felt essential.

    
How I made this photo
I took the photo at a gas station guarded by armed civilians and police. A small group of motorcyclists arrived carrying weapons; some were young, others much older. They questioned who I was and what I was doing there. After I explained that I was an international news agency photographer covering the aftermath of the U.S. bombing, they allowed me to continue working.



    
        




    




I had been working nonstop since the strikes. At dawn, after coordinating with the photo editor, we decided to expand coverage beyond Caracas to follow reports of damage at the port of La Guaira. I moved by motorcycle, like the armed patrols in the image, to reach locations quickly and to be able to leave fast if the situation escalated.

    
    
    
Why it works

The photo condenses a tense moment into a single frame: armed civilians occupying public space, motorcycles symbolizing speed and control, and a woman carrying a weapon -- a detail that immediately draws attention. It captures how, in the hours after the strikes, the line between civilian life and armed response blurred, conveying instability and fear without the need for explanation.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES
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	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo
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For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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                    Photography 

    Inspired by Picasso, an AP photographer visualizes a blind person 'seeing' art




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]



        

        
        
            
                    Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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                                        Alessandra Tarantino has been working with The Associated Press in Italy since 2005. Based in Rome, she mainly covers the Vatican, sports and politics. Here's what she had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
I had been wanting to make a story about blindness for a long time, but I couldn't find the right angle. Then an old friend, Giorgio Guardi, told me about the work he does with his association, Radici, which organizes inclusive tours in Rome, including tours for blind people. I didn't know much about Radici, so I participated in one of their tours - where blind, deaf and other disabled people visited Rome on a cold November day. It was particularly fascinating to see how blind people touch things, how they move their fingers and how a tour guide leads their hand over the artworks encountered along the tour.
The blind people we interviewed explained to us that it's not just touch, but many elements such as the voice of the guide, scents and the feeling of a more intimate connection with the artwork that help create the so-called tactile image.

    
While I was thinking about how to create a photo that would convey the idea of the tactile image, I remembered a famous series of photos by Gjon Mili, who in the late 40s created a series of portraits of Picasso while he traced some sketches in the air in the form of light trails. The photos were published on LIFE in 1949.
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[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The travertine quarries that built ancient Rome are carving rock for a new generation of temples
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A movie that takes liberties with 'Wuthering Heights'? Scholars are OK with that
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




How I made this photo

    
    
    
I believe that for a sighted person, it is very difficult to imagine how a blind person "sees," and I thought that with this technique, I could create an image that would give an idea of how hands explore a work of art and how this can be imagined by someone who cannot see. I asked for an opinion on this idea from the head of communications at the Museo Tattile Omero, who put me in touch with Stefania Terre, a blind woman I spoke to about my idea. I told her about Picasso, the genius photographer Mili, and how her connection with art could be transformed into another artistic creation. We met at the Museo Omero, followed Stefania on this tour and then we experimented with "the technique."

    
We had to wait until the museum closed, and the museum staff turned off all the lights. In a few seconds, we found ourselves immersed in a dense darkness. I had given Stefania a small LED light and had created a little ring with an elastic band for her to wear it on her finger. Stefania began to explore the face, to the natural size of Michelangelo's David, and I - I had previously set up the camera on a tripod - took a 24-second exposure photo. When I saw the result, I was almost moved; the face of David emerges from the darkness, with Stefania's face faintly appearing in the background, while at times, a glimpse of her hand can be seen.
I took this photo with a long exposure, the camera was set to 50 ISO and was steady on a tripod. The aperture was set to f/16 and the exposure lasted 24 seconds. During the 24 seconds, the shot captured Stefania's hand as she explored the face of David, with an LED light placed on one of her fingers, which also illuminated the statue. The little light that filtered from outside slightly illuminated her face.

    
Why this photo works
I believe this is an intriguing image that can help people see things in a different way. One of the slogans of the Museo Tattile Omero was "Forbidden not to touch," and how not just sight, but touch, can help us understand and connect with the beauty of art.

It's an unpredictable photo; you can't really know what will come out, and even though I had done some tests beforehand, the real-life situation is always unpredictable.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


___
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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                    Climate

    Vonn, Shiffrin and Brignone among the Olympic skiers voicing concern over receding glaciers
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            Glaciers are experiencing accelerated shrinkage, reducing freshwater availability and affecting ecosystems. (AP Video: Brittany Peterson/AP Production: Aya Diab).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view taken from a rescue helicopter of the Punta Rocca glacier near Canazei, in the Italian Alps in northern Italy, Tuesday, July 5, 2022. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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            A view taken from a rescue helicopter of the Punta Rocca glacier near Canazei, in the Italian Alps in northern Italy, Tuesday, July 5, 2022. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of the Cristallo mountain group is pictured in the Dolomites, which was once home to glaciers, seen from Olympic host city Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Feb. 7, 2026 (AP Photo/ Jennifer McDermott)]
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            A view of the Cristallo mountain group is pictured in the Dolomites, which was once home to glaciers, seen from Olympic host city Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Feb. 7, 2026 (AP Photo/ Jennifer McDermott)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of the Cristallo mountain group is pictured in the Dolomites, which was once home to glaciers, seen from Olympic host city Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Feb. 7, 2026 (AP Photo/ Jennifer McDermott)]
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            A view of the Cristallo mountain group is pictured in the Dolomites, which was once home to glaciers, seen from Olympic host city Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Feb. 7, 2026 (AP Photo/ Jennifer McDermott)
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            JENNIFER McDERMOTT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CORTINA D'AMPEZZO, Italy (AP) -- Team USA skiers Lindsey Vonn and Mikaela Shiffrin, along with Italy's Federica Brignone, are among the many skiers who have expressed concern during these Olympic Games about the accelerating melt of the world's glaciers.
And Olympic host city Cortina is a fitting place for them to be talking about climate change: Glaciers once visible from town have dramatically shrunk. Many have been reduced to tiny glaciers or residual ice patches at high elevations among the jagged peaks of the Dolomites. Any Olympian or spectator wishing to lay eyes on a major glacier would have to take a long drive on winding mountain roads to the Marmolada. It's melting rapidly, too.
The world's top skiers train on glaciers because of the high-quality snow there, and a warming world jeopardizes the future of their sport. Vonn started skiing on glaciers in Austria when she was just 9 years old.

    
"Most of the glaciers that I used to ski on are pretty much gone," 41-year-old Vonn said Feb. 3 in response to a question from The Associated Press at a prerace press conference in Cortina before she crashed on the Olympic downhill course. "So that's very real and it's very apparent to us."



    
        




    




As athletes in snow sports, Shiffrin said, they "get a real front-row view" to the monumental changes underway atop some of the world's highest, coldest peaks.

    
    
    
"It is something that's very close to our heart, because it is the heart and soul of what we do," Shiffrin told AP after racing Sunday. "I would really, really like to believe and hope that with strong voices and sort of broader policy changes within companies and governments, there is a hope for a future of our sport. But I think right now, it's a little bit of a ... it's a question." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view taken from a rescue helicopter of the Punta Rocca glacier near Canazei, in the Italian Alps in northern Italy, Tuesday, July 5, 2022. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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Shiffrin became the first American skier to win three Alpine gold medals on Wednesday, in an emotional slalom win.

    
Italy's glaciers are disappearing
Italian glaciologist Antonella Senese said Italy has lost more than 200 square kilometers (77 square miles) of glacier area since the late 1950s.
"We are observing a continuous and uninterrupted decrease in glacier area and volume. In the last one to two decades, this reduction has clearly accelerated," Senese, associate professor of physical geography in the University of Milan's environmental science and policy department, said in an interview.
Among the peaks surrounding Cortina d'Ampezzo, there are glaciers on the slopes of the Cristallo and Sorapiss mountains. The 2015 New Italian Glacier Inventory found these glaciers shrunk by about one-third since the 1959-1962 inventory. 
Shortly after winning a second gold Sunday at her home Winter Olympics, Brignone told AP that skiing is "totally different" now than when she was younger. Brignone lives in the Valle d'Aosta, about six hours away.
When she sees how glaciers are retreating to higher elevations, Brignone said she's not thinking about the future of skiing -- she's concerned for the future of the planet.
"There we have a lot of glaciers, but they are going up and up, every year, more and more," she told AP.

    
Yet many people who don't frequent the mountains remain unaware of what's at stake, so the University of Innsbruck created the Goodbye Glaciers Project. The loss of glaciers has far-reaching consequences, threatening water sources, increasing mountain hazards and contributing to sea level rise. 
The project shows how different warming levels change the amount of ice left on selected glaciers around the world. To be included, glaciers must have an estimated 2020 volume of at least 0.01 cubic kilometers. The Cristallo and Sorapiss glaciers no longer meet that threshold, said Patrick Schmitt, a doctoral student at the University of Innsbruck. 

    
Preserving glaciers
Some 50 kilometers (31 miles) from Cortina is the Marmolada glacier, one of the largest glaciers in Italy and the largest in the Dolomites. An apartment building-sized chunk of the glacier detached in July 2022, sparking an avalanche of debris that killed 11 hikers. The mountain is popular for hiking in summer and skiing in winter.
The University of Padua said in 2023 the glacier had been halved over 25 years.
It's expected to be mostly gone by 2034 if the world warms 2.7 Celsius (4.9 Fahrenheit), according to the Goodbye Glaciers Project. But if warming is limited to 1.5 C (2.7 F -- the international goal -- the glacier's life could be extended by another six years, and around 100 glaciers in the Alps can be saved, Schmitt said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of the Cristallo mountain group is pictured in the Dolomites, which was once home to glaciers, seen from Olympic host city Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Feb. 7, 2026 (AP Photo/ Jennifer McDermott)]
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"Cutting greenhouse gas emissions now will reduce future ice loss and soften the impacts on people and nature," Schmitt wrote in an email. "The choices we make in this decade will decide how much ice remains in the Dolomites, across the Alps, and around the world." 
Globally, more than 7 trillion tons of ice (6.5 trillion metric tons) has been lost since 2000, according to a study last year. And the prospective impact of climate change on Olympic sport is enormous; the list of places that could host Winter Games is projected to shrink substantially in the coming years. 

    
It's not just Vonn, Shiffrin and Brignone -- many Olympic skiers are concerned
In Cortina, Noa Szollos, who is competing for Israel, said in an interview the state of the nearby glaciers speaks to the condition of glaciers around the world.
"I hope we can do something about it," she said, "but it's a hard time."
Silja Koskinen of Finland said in an interview she can't train on some of the glaciers she used to because of crevices, rocks and flowing water. Team USA skier AJ Hurt talked about starting the season in October on glaciers in Solden, Austria. 
"Every year, I feel like we come and there's a little less snow. And every time, we're like, are we really going to start in October? There's no snow here,'" Hurt told the AP. "It is really sad and it's hard to ignore in this sport, definitely, when we're around it so much and it is so clear." 
Norwegian skier Nikolai Schirmer is leading an effort to stop fossil fuel companies from sponsoring winter sports. Burning coal, oil and gas is the largest contributor to global climate change by far.
In Bormio, Italy, Team USA skier River Radamus said athletes -- as stewards of outdoor winter sports-- should be on the forefront of trying to defend the environment as best they can.
"It's always present in our mind that we're on a dangerous trend unless we do something right," Radamus said.
___
AP Sports Writer Pat Graham contributed from Bormio, Italy.
___
AP Winter Olympics coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Snow drought helped set the stage for deadly California avalanche, leading to unstable conditions
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            Experts say a weekslong "snow drought" in Norther California's Sierra Nevada helped set the stage for Tuesday's deadly avalanche, after several feet of new snow fell on an earlier layer that had hardened.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow covers an off-ramp along interstate 80 on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026 near Soda Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)]
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            Snow covers an off-ramp along interstate 80 on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026 near Soda Springs, Calif. (AP Photo/Brooke Hess-Homeier)
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                                        A weekslong "snow drought" in Northern California's Sierra Nevada helped set the stage for Tuesday's deadly avalanche, after several feet of new snow fell on an earlier layer that had hardened, making it unstable and easily triggered, experts said.
The new snow did not have time to bond to the earlier layer before the avalanche near Lake Tahoe killed at least eight backcountry skiers, said Craig Clements, a meteorology professor at San Jose State University, who has conducted avalanche research. Six skiers survived and rescuers were still searching for another one who was still missing on Wednesday.
The group was on a three-day backcountry trek in the Sierra Nevada on Tuesday morning when they were trapped by the avalanche as a winter storm pummeled the West Coast.
The dangers generally are highest in the first 24 to 48 hours after a very large snowfall, Clements said, and authorities had issued avalanche warnings.
Here's what to know.

    
What made conditions so dangerous?
When weather is dry and clear, as it had been in the Sierra Nevada since January, snow crystals change and can become angular or round over time, Clements said.
If heavy new snow falls on the crystals, the layers often can't bond and the new snow forms what is called a storm slab over a weaker layer. 



    
        




    




"Because it's on a mountain, it will slide," when it's triggered by any change in the tension above or below, sometimes naturally but also because of people traversing the area, Clements said. 

    
    
    
Authorities have not said what triggered Tuesday's avalanche.
If there had been more consistent snowfall throughout the winter, different layers could have bonded more easily, Clements said. But even when a snow slab forms, the danger often only lasts a couple of days until the new snow stabilizes, he said.

    
Was climate change a factor?
Although climate change can lead to weather extremes that include both drought and heavier precipitation, it's difficult to say how and whether it will affect avalanches or where they occur, scientists say.
Clements said this week's avalanche is fairly typical for California's Sierra Nevada and he doesn't believe it can be linked to climate change.
Avalanches are a mechanism of how much snow falls on weak or stable layers, and this one was "a meteorological phenomenon, not a climate phenomenon," he said.
About 3 feet to 6 feet of snow has fallen since Sunday, when the group started its trip. The area was also hit by subfreezing temperatures and gale force winds. The Sierra Avalanche Center said the threat of more avalanches remained Wednesday and left the snowpack unstable and unpredictable.
What's happening now?
Crews found the bodies of eight backcountry skiers near California's Lake Tahoe and were searching for one more following Tuesday's avalanche, which authorities say was the nation's deadliest in nearly half a century. 
Six from the guided tour were rescued six hours after the avalanche.
Nevada County Sheriff Shannan Moon said Wednesday that investigators would look into the decision to proceed with the trip despite the storm forecast.
The skiers traveled Sunday to remote huts at 7,600 feet (3,415 meters) in Tahoe National Forest, carrying their own food and supplies. At 6:49 that morning, the Sierra Avalanche Center issued an avalanche watch for the area, indicating that large slides were likely in the next 24 to 48 hours.

    
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Nigeria and Kenya lead Africa's push for electric vans assembled from Chinese EV kits




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)]
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            A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)]
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            A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)]
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            A battery electric bus drives through the streets of Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)
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            ALLAN OLINGO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- E-mobility companies in Africa are beginning to assemble electric vans and taxis locally, using Chinese-made kits and innovative financing to spread use of electric public transport across the continent. 
Saglev of Nigeria has begun assembling 18-seater passenger electric vans using imported kits supplied by Chinese automaker Dongfeng Motor Corp. The Lagos-based company says it plans to make up to 2,500 vehicles a year, eventually assembling 17 electric models for Nigeria and other West African markets.
"This is a major step in Nigeria's transition toward clean, fossil-free transportation," said Saglev's CEO Olu Falaye. He said the van is the first locally assembled electric vehicle of its kind for mass transit in Nigeria and sub-Saharan Africa.
"This feat is a clear signal that electric mobility in Nigeria is practical, scalable and ready for adoption," Falaye said.

    
Saglev is a joint venture between Nigeria's Stallion Group, a major auto distributor, and Chinese automaker Sokon Motor. It also plans to install solar-powered charging stations to provide more reliable sources of power, a key challenge for EV adoption in some parts of Africa.



    
        




    




There's a similar push in Kenya, where Chinese backed Rideence Africa recently signed a $2.46 million deal with Mombasa-based Associated Vehicle Assemblers (AVA) to begin local assembly of electric taxis and minibuses from kits supplied by China's Jiangsu Joylong Automobile and Beijing Henrey Automobile Technology.

    
    
    
"We are now moving decisively from operator to manufacturer," said Rideence Africa's managing director, Minnan Yu. "Our aim is to build a Kenya-rooted new-energy mobility company serving Africa."
Kenya and Nigeria, two of Africa's largest economies, are leading the push for local EV assembly as countries seek to cut fuel costs, reduce emissions and build domestic manufacturing capacity. 

    
"This partnership delivers Kenya's first dedicated electric vehicle assembly line, demonstrating clearly that Kenya has the capacity and capability to assemble EVs locally at scale," AVA Managing Director Matt Lloyd said.
Electric vans and minibuses are central to public transport across Africa, where Japanese models such as the Toyota Hiace and Nissan vans dominate the roads, carrying passengers and goods.
EV charging costs average about $3 for up to 200 kilometers (123 miles), compared with more than $15 in petrol costs for similar distances. 
"The assembly of electric vans is emerging as a strong market segment," said Dennis Wakaba, the secretary-general of the Electric Mobility Association of Kenya. "Earlier, the cost of electric vans was high, putting off operators. But as local assembly scales up, these costs have dropped, attracting more orders."
Kenya has one of Africa's most active electric mobility markets, with startups assembling buses and vans and deploying them for public transport and ride-hailing. Ethiopia and South Africa also have entered the market. In Ethiopia, Belayneh Kinde Group (BKG) assembles about 150 minibuses a month using Chinese components.

    
To make EVs more affordable, companies like Rideence are adopting pay-as-you-drive and lease-to-own options that let operators avoid expensive initial payments. It leases its taxis to drivers for about $18 per day. 
BasiGo-Kenya Vehicle Manufacturer, which also is expanding into electric vans assembly, requires operators of its EVs to pay a deposit and then about 20 U.S. cents per kilometer (32 cents per mile) driven. 
That approach fits with financial realities for transport operators in Africa, where access to credit is limited and few can afford to purchase new vehicles outright.
"These innovative financing models mitigate risks for both assembler and operators, helping put vehicles on the road faster. With these, we expect to see more e-vans taking a larger share of the African transport systems," Wakaba said. 
Still, there are only about 30,000 EVs in Africa, compared with millions of gas and diesel-fueled vehicles, latest figures from the Africa Mobility Alliance shows. The continent manufactured only 1.1 million vehicles in all last year, 90% of them in Morocco and South Africa.
___
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    FDA will drop two-study requirement for new drug approvals, aiming to speed access
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Food and Drug Administration plans to drop its longtime standard of requiring two rigorous studies to win approval for new drugs, the latest change from Trump administration officials vowing to speed up the availability of certain medical products.
Going forward, the FDA's "default position" will be to require one study for new drugs and other novel health products, FDA Commissioner Dr. Marty Makary and a top deputy, Dr. Vinay Prasad, wrote in a New England Journal of Medicine piece published Wednesday.
The announcement is the latest example of Makary and his team changing longstanding FDA standards and procedures with the stated goal of slashing bureaucracy and accelerating the availability of new medicines.
Since arriving at the agency last April, Makary has launched a series of directives that he says will shorten FDA reviews, including mandating the use of artificial intelligence by staffers and offering one-month drug assessments for new medications that serve "national interests." 

    
It contrasts with the FDA's more restrictive approach to other products, including vaccines.



    
        




    




In their piece published Wednesday, Makary and Prasad state that dropping the two-trial requirement reflects modern advances that have made drug research "increasingly precise and scientific."
"In this setting, overreliance on two trials no longer makes sense," they write. "In 2026 there are powerful alternative ways to feel assured that our products help people live longer or better than requiring manufacturers to test them yet again."

    
    
    
The FDA officials predicted the shift would lead to "a surge in drug development."
Dr. Janet Woodcock, the FDA's former drug director, said the change makes sense and reflects the FDA's decades-long move toward relying on one trial, combined with supporting evidence, for various life-threatening diseases, including cancer. 

    
"The scientific point is well taken that as we move toward greater understanding of biology and disease we don't need to do two trials all the time," said Woodcock, who led the FDA's drug center for about 20 years before retiring in 2024. 
The two-study standard for drugs dates to the early 1960s, when Congress passed a law requiring the FDA to review data from "adequate and well-controlled investigations," before clearing new medications. For decades, the agency interpreted that requirement as meaning at least two studies, preferably with a large number of patients and significant follow-up time.
The reason for requiring the second study was to confirm that the first trial's results weren't a fluke and could be reproduced. 
But beginning in the 1990s, the FDA increasingly began accepting single studies for the approval of treatments for rare or fatal diseases that companies often struggle to test in large numbers of patients. 
Over the last five years, roughly 60% of first-of-a-kind drugs approved each year have been cleared based on a single study. The shift reflects laws passed by Congress that directed regulators to be more flexible when reviewing drugs for serious or hard-to-treat conditions.

    
Woodcock said the new policy announced Wednesday will mainly impact drugs for common diseases that previously weren't eligible for reduced testing standards.
"It's not the cancers and the rare diseases that will be affected by this," she noted. "The agency has been approving those on a single trial already."
The latest approach from FDA leadership contrasts with the agency's recent actions on vaccines, gene therapies and other treatments.
Last week, the FDA's vaccine division, headed by Prasad, refused to accept Moderna's application for a new mRNA flu shot, saying its clinical trial was insufficient. Then on Wednesday the agency reversed course, saying it would review the vaccine after Moderna agreed to conduct an additional study in older people.
Separately, Prasad has rejected a string of experimental gene therapies and biotech drugs, citing the need for additional studies or more definitive evidence. The trend has weighed on the stocks of many biotech companies and clashed with Makary's public statements promoting the speed and flexibility of the FDA's reviews.

    
Woodcock said the drug industry will have to wait and see whether the FDA's approach to promising experimental therapies changes.
"Implementation will be everything," she said. "Since the agency's approach is unclear, and the industry is already baffled, I don't think this adds any illumination."
___
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    Moderna says the FDA will consider its new flu shot after resolving a public dispute
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Food and Drug Administration will consider whether to approve Moderna's new flu vaccine after all, resolving a dispute that had blocked the company's application for the first-of-its-kind shot.
Moderna announced the change Wednesday, about a week after revealing that the FDA's vaccine chief was refusing to review the new vaccine, made with Nobel Prize-winning mRNA technology.
The dispute centered over a 40,000-person clinical trial that concluded Moderna's new vaccine was more effective in adults aged 50 and older than one of the standard flu shots used today. In the FDA's rare "refusal to file" letter, vaccine director Dr. Vinay Prasad faulted the trial for not including another brand specifically recommended for people 65 and older.
Moderna publicly objected. It said that while the FDA had recommended that approach, the agency ultimately agreed to the study's design -- and that the company shared additional comparison data from a separate trial that used a high-dose shot for older people. Nor did the FDA identify any safety concerns.

    
Still, Moderna said Wednesday that in a compromise, it is seeking full approval for the vaccine's use in adults 50 to 64 and accelerated approval for those 65 and older, with an additional study once the shot is on the market. Shares of Moderna Inc. closed up 6% Wednesday.



    
        




    




The FDA is targeting a decision on the application by Aug. 5, and Moderna said it hoped to make the vaccine available later this year. It also has applied for the vaccine's approval in Europe, Canada and Australia.

    
    
    
"FDA will maintain its high standards during review and potential licensure stages as it does with all products," HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said.
The highly unusual public dispute was the latest sign of the FDA's heightened scrutiny of vaccines  under Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., particularly those using mRNA technology, which he has criticized before and after becoming the nation's top health official.

    
In the past year, FDA officials working under Kennedy have rolled back recommendations around COVID-19 shots, added extra warnings to the two leading COVID vaccines -- which are made with mRNA technology -- and removed critics of the administration's approach from an FDA advisory panel.
___
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    Early prenatal care, considered best for moms and babies, is on the decline in the US
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                                        Early prenatal care improves the chances of having a healthy pregnancy and baby. But a new federal report shows it's been on the decline.
The share of U.S. births to women who began prenatal care in the first trimester dropped from 78.3% in 2021 to 75.5% in 2024, according to data released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Thursday.
Meanwhile, starting care later in pregnancy or getting no care at all has been on the rise. Prenatal care beginning in the second trimester rose from 15.4% to 17.3%, and starting care in the third trimester or getting no care went from 6.3% to 7.3%.
"We know that early engagement in prenatal care is linked to better overall health outcomes," said Dr. Clayton Alfonso, an OB-GYN at Duke University in North Carolina. When patients delay medical care during pregnancy, "we've missed that window to optimize both fetal and maternal care."

    
While the trend identified in the report held for nearly all racial and ethnic groups, the decrease in early prenatal care was higher for moms in minority groups. For example, first-trimester care dropped from 69.7% in 2021 to 65.1% in 2024 for Black mothers. Getting late or no prenatal care raises the risk of maternal mortality, which is much higher among Black mothers.


Michelle Osterman, lead author of the report, said the overall findings represent a shift. Between 2016 and 2021, the timing of when U.S. women started prenatal care had been improving.

    
    
    
The earlier prenatal visits begin, doctors said, the earlier problems can be caught. Visits give doctors a chance to share health guidance, and can include blood pressure checks, screenings, blood tests, physical exams and ultrasound scans.
The report doesn't provide reasons why prenatal care is starting later. But the proliferation of maternity care deserts across the nation is a growing concern, said Dr. Grace Ferguson, an OB-GYN in Pittsburgh. 

    
Many hospitals have shut down labor and delivery units "and the prenatal care providers that work at those hospitals also have probably moved," said Ferguson, who was not involved with the report. 
A 2024 March of Dimes report found that more than 35% of U.S. counties are maternity care deserts, meaning there's no birthing facility or obstetric provider. Women living in these areas receive less prenatal care, the report showed.
Ferguson, who provides abortions as part of her OB-GYN care, said post-Roe v. Wade abortion restrictions may play a part because some obstetricians are choosing not to practice in states with more restrictive laws.
Alfonso, who was not involved in the CDC report, said he also suspects that access issues for patients are pushing prenatal care later, particularly in rural areas. Patients may have to travel farther to get to appointments and may struggle to find a practice that accepts their insurance, particularly if they have Medicaid.
Doctors fear that things could get worse. 
"If this trend continues," Alfonso said, "I worry about kind of what that would mean for morbidity and mortality for our moms."
___
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    NIH's Bhattacharya will also run the CDC while Trump administration looks for a permanent director
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- National Institutes of Health Director Jay Bhattacharya will also temporarily become acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, an administration official said Wednesday.
The change was first reported by The New York Times and confirmed by the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because the appointment hadn't been made public.
Bhattacharya will be the third leader of the embattled CDC, the nation's top public health agency, during President Donald Trump's second term. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. abruptly fired then-CDC Director Susan Monarez last summer, less than a month after the Senate confirmed her for the job. 
Monarez, a longtime government scientist, later testified before a Senate committee that her dismissal came after she refused to sign off on Kennedy's requested changes to the childhood vaccination schedule without data to back them up.

    
Deputy Health Secretary Jim O'Neill, a former investor, had been serving as the acting CDC director and overseeing those vaccine changes before his reported departure last week.
Bhattacharya is a health economist who, as a Stanford University professor, was an outspoken critic of the government's COVID-19 shutdowns and vaccine policies. At the NIH, he oversees the largest public funder of biomedical research.



    
        




    




At a recent Senate hearing, Bhattacharya said childhood measles vaccination was "the best way to address the measles epidemic in this country," and testified that he'd seen no evidence linking any single vaccine to autism.

    
    
    
Trump administration officials have said they planned to find a permanent CDC director, a job that requires confirmation by the Senate. 
---
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    Texas Tech medical school cancels talk on health, ethical considerations in late-pregnancy abortions
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                                        Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center canceled a scheduled talk by an OB-GYN who has provided abortion care later in pregnancy after opponents argued the discussion would be illegal on a public university campus, a claim abortion-rights advocates dispute.
Asked who made the decision and whether communications from activists played a role, university officials said only that the Health Sciences Center "evaluated the request and determined it was not in the best interest of the university to host this event on campus."
Dr. Shelley Sella, an OB-GYN and author, was scheduled to speak about medical and ethical considerations surrounding abortion later in pregnancy. The Jan. 26 event was organized by the Texas Tech chapter of Medical Students for Choice, which has 31 members, according to Pamela Merritt, the organization's executive director.

    
Merritt said medical schools should support opportunities for students to learn about reproductive health care that remains legal in Texas, adding that discussions about abortion ethics and care are part of preparing future physicians.
"If Texas Tech is going to cave to ... a political activist complaining about an event rather than uphold the integrity of medical education, then that raises the question of the quality of education at Texas Tech medical school," Merritt said.



    
        




    




Texas' near-total ban on abortions includes a narrow exception allowing doctors to terminate a pregnancy to save a pregnant patient's life or prevent serious impairment. A 2025 law, Senate Bill 31, clarified that doctors do not need to wait until death is imminent to act in a medical emergency. The law does not restrict medical education or discussion about abortion care.

    
    
    
The cancellation at Texas Tech followed public pressure from anti-abortion activists and a conservative student group.
In a Jan. 21 Facebook post, Mark Lee Dickson, director of Right to Life Across Texas, wrote that when he learned about the planned talk, he "knew I had to start making some calls." In the same post, Dickson compared hosting the event to allowing criminal activity, arguing it should be "just as jarring" as promoting rape or the manufacture of illegal drugs.

    
The Texas Tech chapter of Turning Point USA later issued a statement echoing that argument. The group thanked Dickson and others for drawing attention to the event and claimed responsibility for its cancellation, which it said was "not an attempt to suppress free speech."
Dickson told The Texas Tribune by text that he did not directly contact anyone at the university, saying he raised his concerns publicly and with people in Lubbock. A representative for the Texas Tech chapter of Turning Point USA could not be reached for comment.
___
The Texas Tribune partners with Open Campus on higher education coverage.
___
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    Mark Zuckerberg quizzed on kids' Instagram use in social media trial
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            Meta's CEO is expected to answer tough questions from attorneys representing a now 20-year-old woman who says her early use of social media addicted her to the technology and worsened her depression and suicidal thoughts. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia)
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            Zuckerberg's testimony is part of an unprecedented social media trial that questions whether Meta's platforms deliberately addict and harm children. (AP Video by Krysta Fauria)
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            Mark Zuckerberg and opposing lawyers dueled in a Los Angeles courtroom Wednesday as he answered questions about young people's use of Instagram, his congressional testimony and internal advice he's received about being "authentic" and not "robotic."
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            Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrived at Los Angeles Superior Court Wednesday to testify in an unprecedented social media trial that questions whether Meta's platforms deliberately addict and harm children.
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            Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives for a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives for a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            Adam Mosseri, CEO of Instagram, arrives in court to testify in a landmark social media case that seeks to hold tech companies responsible for harms to children, Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Mark Zuckerberg and opposing lawyers dueled in a Los Angeles courtroom on Wednesday, where the Meta CEO answered questions about young people's use of Instagram, his congressional testimony and internal advice he's received about being "authentic" and not "robotic." 
Zuckerberg's testimony is part of an unprecedented social media trial that questions whether Meta's platforms deliberately addict and harm children. During questioning by the plaintiff's lawyer, Zuckerberg said he still agrees with a previous statement he made that the existing body of scientific work has not proved that social media causes mental health harms.
The plaintiff's attorney, Mark Lanier, asked Zuckerberg if people tend to use something more if it's addictive. 

    
"I'm not sure what to say to that," Zuckerberg said. "I don't think that applies here."
Attorneys representing the plaintiff, a now 20-year-old woman identified by the initials KGM, claim her early use of social media addicted her to the technology and exacerbated depression and suicidal thoughts. Meta Platforms and Google's YouTube are the two remaining defendants in the case, which TikTok and Snap have settled.

    
    
    
Beginning his questioning, Lanier laid out three options of what people can do regarding vulnerable people: help them, ignore them, or "prey upon them and use them for our own ends." Zuckerberg said he agrees the last option is not what a reasonable company should do, saying, "I think a reasonable company should try to help the people that use its services."
Lanier questioned the Meta CEO extensively about a comment he made during a past congressional hearing, where he said Instagram employees are not given goals to increase amount of time people spent on the platform. 

    
Lanier presented internal documents that seemed to contradict that statement. Zuckerberg replied that they previously had goals associated with time, but said he and the company made the conscious decision to move away from those goals, focusing instead on utility. He said he believes in the "basic assumption" that "if something is valuable, people will use it more because it's useful to them."
Lanier also asked Zuckerberg about what he characterized as extensive media training, including for testimonies like the one he was giving in court. Lanier pointed to an internal document about feedback on Zuckerberg's tone of voice on his own social media, imploring him to come off as "authentic, direct, human, insightful and real," and instructing him to not "try hard," or be "fake, robotic, corporate or cheesy" in his communication. 
Zuckerberg pushed back against the idea that he's been coached on how to respond to questions or present himself, saying those offering the advice were "just giving feedback."
Regarding his media appearances and public speaking, Zuckerberg said, "I think I'm actually well known to be sort of bad at this."
The Meta CEO has long been mocked online for appearing robotic and, when he was younger, nervous when speaking publicly. In 2010, during an interview with renowned tech journalists Kara Swisher and Walt Mossberg, he was sweating so profusely that Swisher asked him if he wanted to "take off the hoodie" that was his uniform at the time. 
Lanier spent a considerable stretch of his time with Zuckerberg asking about the company's age verification policies. 
"I don't see why this is so complicated," Zuckerberg said after a lengthy back-and-forth, reiterating that the company's policy restricts users under the age of 13 and that they work to detect users who have lied about their ages to bypass restrictions. 
Zuckerberg mostly stuck to his talking points, referencing his goal of building a platform that is valuable to users and, on multiple occasions, saying he disagreed with Lanier's "characterization" of his questions or of Zuckerberg's own comments. 
As was the case with head of Instagram Adam Mosseri's testimony last week, Zuckerberg was grilled about policies relating to cosmetic beauty filters on Instagram. Zuckerberg said he didn't believe there was enough evidence pointing to harm the filters could cause and said he has a "high bar" for blocking tools or features that would limit people's expression. Lanier pointed to external experts Meta consulted to assess the filters and their potential impacts, saying that all 18 of them raised concerns.
Children's advocates slammed Zuckerberg's testimony as disingenuous. 
"All Mark Zuckerberg accomplished with his testimony today was to prove yet again that he cannot be trusted, especially when it comes to kids' safety," said Josh Golin, executive director of Fairplay. "Under oath, Meta's CEO testified that his company does not have an objective to increase users' time spent on Instagram. But we know Zuckerberg and his fellow executives prevented Instagram from getting rid of features like visible like counts and plastic surgery filters -- features that are by their very nature addictive."
Zuckerberg has testified in other trials and answered questions from Congress about youth safety on Meta's platforms. During his 2024 congressional testimony, he apologized to families whose lives had been upended by tragedies they believed were caused by social media. But while he told parents he was "sorry for everything you have all been through," he stopped short of taking direct responsibility for it. This trial marks the first time Zuckerberg stands before a jury. Once again, bereaved parents are sitting in the courtroom audience. 
The case, along with two others, has been selected as a bellwether trial, meaning its outcome could impact how thousands of similar lawsuits against social media companies are likely to play out. 

One of Meta's attorneys, Paul Schmidt, said in his opening statement that the company is not disputing that KGM experienced mental health struggles, but rather disputing that Instagram played a substantial factor in those struggles. He pointed to medical records that showed a turbulent home life, and both he and an attorney representing YouTube argue she turned to their platforms as a coping mechanism or a means of escaping her mental health struggles. 
Meta is also facing a separate trial in New Mexico that began last week.
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    Landmark trial accusing social media companies of addicting children to their platforms begins
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            TikTok has agreed to settle in a landmark social media addiction lawsuit just before the trial kicked off, the plaintiff's attorneys confirmed.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Young people use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft, File)]
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            Young people use their phones to view social media in Sydney, Nov. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attendees visit the Meta booth at the Game Developers Conference 2023 in San Francisco on March 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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[image: The YouTube app is displayed on an iPad in Baltimore on March 20, 2018. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)]
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            The YouTube app is displayed on an iPad in Baltimore on March 20, 2018. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            KAITLYN HUAMANI and BARBARA ORTUTAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The world's biggest social media companies face several landmark trials this year that seek to hold them responsible for harms to children who use their platforms. Opening statements in one such trial in Los Angeles County Superior Court began on Monday.
Instagram's parent company Meta and Google's YouTube face claims that their platforms deliberately addict and harm children. TikTok and Snap, which were originally named in the lawsuit, settled for undisclosed sums. 
Jurors got their first glimpse into what will be a lengthy trial characterized by dueling narratives from the plaintiffs and the two remaining social media companies named as defendants. 
Meta lawyer Paul Schmidt spoke of the disagreement within the scientific community over social media addiction, with some believing it doesn't exist or that addiction is not the most appropriate way to describe heavy social media use.

    
'Addicting the brains of children'
Mark Lanier delivered the opening statement for the plaintiffs first, in a lively display where he said the case is as "easy as ABC," which he said stands for "addicting the brains of children." He called Meta and Google "two of the richest corporations in history" that have "engineered addiction in children's brains."
He presented jurors with a slew of internal emails, documents and studies conducted by Meta and YouTube, as well as YouTube's parent company, Google. He emphasized the findings of a study Meta conducted called "Project Myst" in which they surveyed 1,000 teens and their parents about their social media use. The two major findings, Lanier said, were that the company knew children who experienced "adverse events" like trauma and stress were particularly vulnerable for addiction; and that parental supervision and controls made little impact.



    
        




    




He also showed internal Google documents that likened some company products to a casino, and internal communication between Meta employees in which one person said Instagram is "like a drug" and that employees are "basically pushers."

    
    
    
At the core of the Los Angeles case is a 20-year-old identified only by the initials "KGM," whose case could determine how thousands of other, similar lawsuits against social media companies will play out. She and two other plaintiffs have been selected for bellwether trials -- essentially test cases for both sides to see how their arguments play out before a jury.

    
Plaintiff grew up on YouTube, Instagram
KGM made a brief appearance after a break during Lanier's statement and she will return to testify later in the trial. Lanier spent time speaking about her childhood, and particularly focused on what her personality was like before she began using social media, saying her mother called her a "creative spark" as a child. She started using YouTube at age 6 and Instagram at age 9, Lanier said. Before she graduated elementary school, she had posted 284 videos on YouTube.
The outcome of the trial could have profound effects on the companies' businesses and how they will handle children using their platforms. 
Lanier said the companies' lawyers will "try to blame the little girl and her parents for the trap they built," referencing the plaintiff. She was a minor when she said she became addicted to social media platforms, which she claims had a detrimental impact on her mental health.

    
Lanier said that despite the public position of Meta and YouTube being that they work to protect children and implement safeguards for their use of the platforms, their internal documents show an entirely different position, with explicit references to young children being listed as their target audiences.
Lanier also drew comparisons between the social media companies and tobacco firms, citing internal communication between Meta employees who were concerned about the company's lack of proactive action about the potential harm their platforms can have on children and teens.
"For a teenager, social validation is survival," Lanier said. The defendants "engineered a feature that caters to a minor's craving for social validation," he added, speaking about "like" buttons and similar features.

    
Meta pushes back
In his opening statement representing Meta, Schmidt said the core question in the case is whether the platforms were a substantial factor in KGM's mental health struggles. He spent much of his time going through the plaintiff's health records, emphasizing that she had experienced many difficult circumstances in her childhood, including emotional abuse, body image issues and bullying.
Schmidt presented a clip from a video deposition from one of KGM's mental health providers, Dr. Thomas Suberman, who said social media was "not the throughline of what I recall being her main issues," adding that her struggles seemed to largely stem from interpersonal conflicts and relationships. He painted a picture of a particularly troubled relationship with her mother, with KGM's own words in text messages and testimony pointing to a volatile home life.

    
Schmidt acknowledged that many mental health professionals do believe social media addiction can exist, but said three of KGM's providers -- all of whom believe in the form of addiction -- have never diagnosed her with it or treated her for it.
Schmidt emphasized to the jurors that the case is not about whether social media is a good thing, the content seen on social media, whether teens spend too much time on their phones or whether the jurors like or dislike Meta, but whether social media was a substantial factor in KGM's mental health struggles.
One case of thousands 
"This was only the first case -- there are hundreds of parents and school districts in the social media addiction trials that start today, and sadly, new families every day who are speaking out and bringing Big Tech to court for its deliberately harmful products," said Sacha Haworth, executive director of the nonprofit Tech Oversight Project.
Jurors are not being asked to stop using Facebook, Instagram, YouTube or any other forms of social media throughout the course of the trial -- which is expected to last about eight weeks -- but Judge Carolyn B. Kuhl emphasized that they should not make any changes to the way they interact with the platforms, including changing their settings or creating new accounts.
Kuhl said that jurors should decide the liability of Meta and YouTube independently when they deliberate.
A separate trial in New Mexico, meanwhile, also kicked off with opening statements on Monday.
KGM claims that her use of social media from an early age addicted her to the technology and exacerbated depression and suicidal thoughts. Importantly, the lawsuit claims that this was done through deliberate design choices made by companies that sought to make their platforms more addictive to children to boost profits. This argument, if successful, could sidestep the companies' First Amendment shield and Section 230, which protects tech companies from liability for material posted on their platforms. 
Executives, including Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, are expected to testify at the trial, which will last six to eight weeks. Experts have drawn similarities to the Big Tobacco trials that led to a 1998 settlement requiring cigarette companies to pay billions in health care costs and restrict marketing targeting minors. 
The tech companies dispute the claims that their products deliberately harm children, citing a bevy of safeguards they have added over the years and arguing that they are not liable for content posted on their sites by third parties. 
A reckoning for social media and youth harms
A slew of trials beginning this year seek to hold social media companies responsible for harming children's mental well-being. 
In New Mexico, opening statements began Monday for trial on allegations that Meta and its social media platforms have failed to protect young users from sexual exploitation, following an undercover online investigation. Attorney General Raul Torrez in late 2023 sued Meta and Zuckerberg, who was later dropped from the suit. 
A federal bellwether trial beginning in June in Oakland, California, will be the first to represent school districts that have sued social media platforms over harms to children. 
In addition, more than 40 state attorneys general have filed lawsuits against Meta, claiming it is harming young people and contributing to the youth mental health crisis by deliberately designing features on Instagram and Facebook that addict children to its platforms. The majority of cases filed their lawsuits in federal court, but some sued in their respective states.
TikTok also faces similar lawsuits in more than a dozen states. 

Other countries, meanwhile, are enacting new laws to limit social media for children. In January, French lawmakers approved a bill banning social media for children under 15, paving the way for the measure to enter into force at the start of the next school year in September, as the idea of setting a minimum age for use of the platforms gains momentum across Europe. Australia has banned use of the platforms by kids under 16.
--
Ortutay reported from Oakland, California. Associated Press Writer Morgan Lee in Santa Fe, New Mexico, contributed to this story. 
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    A kaleidoscope of oddball tomatoes to try as seed-starting season nears




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sliced Ananas Noire, aka Black Pineapple, tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Sept. 19, 2012. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)]
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            A sliced Ananas Noire, aka Black Pineapple, tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Sept. 19, 2012. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A display of harvested Yellow Pear tomatoes appear in Charlottesville, Va., on July 20, 2021. (Ian Atkins/Thomas Jefferson's Monticello via AP)]
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            A display of harvested Yellow Pear tomatoes appear in Charlottesville, Va., on July 20, 2021. (Ian Atkins/Thomas Jefferson's Monticello via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Three ripe Yellow Pear tomatoes appear on a vine in Charlottesville, Va., on Aug. 12, 2020. (Ian Atkins/Thomas Jefferson's Monticello via AP)]
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            Three ripe Yellow Pear tomatoes appear on a vine in Charlottesville, Va., on Aug. 12, 2020. (Ian Atkins/Thomas Jefferson's Monticello via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sliced-open Green Zebra tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Sept. 29, 2021. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            A sliced-open Green Zebra tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Sept. 29, 2021. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Black Krim tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Nov. 6, 2025. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)]
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            A Black Krim tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Nov. 6, 2025. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Black Beauty tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Aug. 11, 2021. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)]
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            A Black Beauty tomato is displayed in East Carbon, Utah on Aug. 11, 2021. (Dale Thurber/Delectation of Tomatoes via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A voyager tomato grows on a vine on Long Island, N.Y. on Sept. 27, 2023. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            A voyager tomato grows on a vine on Long Island, N.Y. on Sept. 27, 2023. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A voyager tomato grows on a vine on Long Island, N.Y. on Sept. 27, 2023. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            A voyager tomato grows on a vine on Long Island, N.Y. on Sept. 27, 2023. (Jessica Damiano via AP)
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            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Seed-starting time is right around the corner, and that means it's time to think about tomatoes.
I can think of no better summer meal than a thick slice of a homegrown Oxheart between two slices of white bread, adorned only with salt, pepper and maybe a couple of basil leaves.
I'm also partial to Beefsteak, Porterhouse, Brandywine, Big Zac and Big Boy, all delicious -- and all red, the way many of us have been conditioned to believe tomatoes should be. But there's a whole kaleidoscope of tomatoes you can grow in your garden.
So this year, as you're dog-earring catalog pages and dreaming of July, look past the usual suspects. One of these oddballs just might be the tomato you love the most.
Cherokee Purple
It was the first other-colored tomato I grew. I didn't particularly find the heirloom's grayish-brown skin or matching flesh appetizing, and my 8-foot-tall (2.5-meter-tall) indeterminate plant didn't produce as prolifically as most other varieties I'd grown. But its sweet, earthy and somewhat smoky flavor and juicy consistency made for a delicious sandwich.

    
Black Krim
This old, indeterminate Crimean heirloom introduced to North American home gardeners in 1990 is slightly easier on the eyes. Its sweet, salty, tangy flavor intensifies when allowed to ripen fully on the vine, so resist the urge to harvest prematurely. And if its unusual reddish-gray color turns you off, take a bite and you'll get over it.



    
        

    


    
    




    
        


        
        
        

            

                                  

                        
                            More Stories
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        

    

    



    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The travertine quarries that built ancient Rome are carving rock for a new generation of temples
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A movie that takes liberties with 'Wuthering Heights'? Scholars are OK with that
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Black Beauty
A few steps up on the aesthetics trellis, Black Beauty lives up to its name. With skin the color of blackberries and deep red, meaty flesh, it's considered the darkest tomato in the world and has the antioxidant content to prove it. Although it's a hybrid variety, Black Beauty has been stabilized through selective breeding, so its seeds will grow true to type. And it makes an impressive Caprese salad.

    
    
    
Ananas Noire
Also known by its English translation of Black Pineapple, this tomato variety is the happiest-looking of the bunch. Almost tie-dyed in appearance, the green, red and yellow tricolored hybrid popped up naturally in 1990s Belgium when a pineapple tomato crossed with a black tomato growing nearby. Developed further and stabilized by the Belgian horticulturist Pascal Moreau, and made available to home gardeners in 2005, the indeterminate plants are heavy producers of sweet, juicy, citrusy fruits.

    
Yellow Pear
This indeterminate heirloom plant produces an abundance of small, vibrant yellow, pear-shaped fruits. According to Thomas Jefferson's Monticello, which collects and sells historic seeds, the indeterminate plant dates at least to the early 1600s. Early Americans are said to have preserved and pickled its fruit later on. We can still do that, of course, as well as eat them out of hand or use them in salads.
Voyager
Voyager tomatoes are true weirdos. The heirloom variety is said to have gotten its name because its fruits are comprised of individual segments that can be pulled apart without disturbing the others, making for good travel snacks. They also reveal an interesting shape when sliced horizontally through the whole fruit. In my garden, Voyagers were quick to ripen. And in my kitchen, they were tangy -- enjoyed with a drizzle of olive oil and sprinkle of salt and pepper.

    
Green Zebra
This green-and-yellow striped tomato variety has bright green interior flesh and a sweet, tangy flavor. Its cultivation spanned four decades, as Everett, Washington, plant breeder Tom Wagner worked to cross several heirloom varieties to create a tomato that would remain green when ripe. The indeterminate plants, made available in 1983, produce crack-resistant fruit with exceptional heat and drought tolerance.
___
This story was first published on Feb. 17, 2026. It was updated on Feb. 18, 2026, to correct that while yellow pear tomatoes were grown in Europe in the 1600s, they were not prevalent with early Americans until the 1800s.
___

Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    If someone's always late, is it time blindness, or are they just being rude?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commuters walk along a corridor in the World Trade Center, Monday, Nov. 18, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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            Commuters walk along a corridor in the World Trade Center, Monday, Nov. 18, 2019 in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commuters ride the subway in New York on April 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman, File)]
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            Commuters ride the subway in New York on April 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Brittainy Newman, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Commuters walk from the PATH rapid transit station into the World Trade Center in New York on Nov. 18, 2019. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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            By 
            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Even as a kid, Alice Lovatt was always getting in trouble for being late.
She was often embarrassed after letting down friends for her tardiness, and she was routinely stressed about arriving at school on time.
"I just don't seem to have that clock that ticks by in my head," said Lovatt, a musician and group-home worker in Liverpool, England.
It wasn't until she was diagnosed with ADHD at 22 that she learned she was experiencing a symptom sometimes called "time blindness."
Russell Barkley, a retired clinical neuropsychologist at the University of Massachusetts, is often credited with linking time impairment with people with ADHD or autism. In 1997, he called it "temporal myopia."
But recently, time blindness has sparked a social media debate: Where is the line between a genuine condition and someone who is disorganized or just plain rude?

    
When arriving late means more
Time blindness is the inability to determine how long a task will take or conceptualize how much time has passed. It relates to executive function that occurs in the frontal lobes of the brain, and it is a well-documented characteristic of many people with ADHD, said Stephanie Sarkis, a psychotherapist in Tampa Bay, Florida.
"Anyone can have issues with running late, just with ADHD there's functional impairment," said Sarkis, author of "10 Simple Solutions to Adult ADD." "It impacts family life and social life. It impacts work, money management, all areas of life."
Sarkis said if a person's chronic tardiness is "one star in the constellation of symptoms," then it could be evidence of a treatable disorder. She cited research that stimulant medication prescribed for other ADHD symptoms, such as inattention or restlessness, is also effective at treating time blindness.
That's not to say, however, that everyone who is chronically late has ADHD -- or a built-in excuse.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Consider the reason for being late
Jeffrey Meltzer, a therapist in Bradenton, Florida, counsels people who never show up on time to examine the core issue behind their lateness.
Some people who hate small talk fear arriving early, which could point to anxiety as the underlying issue, Meltzer said. Others may feel they don't have much control over their lives, so they try to reclaim a few minutes from responsibilities.
"It's the same psychology concept behind revenge bedtime procrastination," he said, referring to the urge one may have to stay up later to recoup personal time after a busy day.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In those cases, one tool is to create a small "coping card" to refer to regularly, he said. After determining a reason for chronic lateness, take an index card and write down a reframed thought about that reason and a consequence of being late.

    
    
    
For instance, on one side write, "Attending this meeting doesn't mean that I lose my freedom." On the other side, write: "Being late again will upset people at work."

    
Meltzer said the hardest reason to change the habit would be something that early-arrivers often attribute to late-comers -- a sense of entitlement. People who feel their time is more important than others' time may give themselves permission to be late.

    
But Meltzer said those people would also exhibit entitlement in other areas, such as parking in a spot designated for people with disabilities or tending to make a grand entrance at an event.
"Maybe they're 20, 30 minutes late, and it's like, 'Oh, look who is here,'" he said. "So it's a way to kind of get attention."
What to do about it
Whether a person has ADHD or not, they're still responsible for their actions, said Sarkis, who was also diagnosed as an adult and struggles with managing time.
The good news is that the same interventions that help people with ADHD can work for all late-arrivers.
Sarkis said using a smart watch to set alerts can help with knowing when you need to leave, although having analog clocks around also helps. Relying only on your phone to see the time creates more distractions.
She also suggested breaking tasks down into a checklist of smaller parts and resisting the urge to cram too many activities into one day.
Lovatt has learned to give herself much more time than she thinks she needs. She also uses Forest, a time management app, and another app to lock herself out of other apps on her phone to help keep track of time while concentrating.


    
Particularly helpful has been making granular lists of how long things take. Getting out the door in the morning felt like it took 20 minutes until Lovatt listed every step from bed to door.
"Walk downstairs, one minute. Find shoes, one minute. And I had a list that was a whole page long of literally walking between rooms," she said. 
She learned it instead took 45 minutes.
"It doesn't work, like, 100% of the time. But generally, I am a lot more reliable now."
___
Albert Stumm writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/time-blindness-being-late-adc0f6ed720d6fe5ef12d2e213fb0c52
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                    Religion

    The travertine quarries that built ancient Rome are carving rock for a new generation of temples




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A truck carries a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A truck carries a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar quarry near Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar quarry near Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: View of the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square, is shown on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            View of the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square, is shown on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pigeons fly away from the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Pigeons fly away from the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vincenzo De Gennaro, owner of the Degemar Quarry, is interviewed by The Associated Press at his quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Vincenzo De Gennaro, owner of the Degemar Quarry, is interviewed by The Associated Press at his quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A wheel loader loads a block of travertine onto a truck at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A wheel loader loads a block of travertine onto a truck at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A general view of the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fabrizio Mariotti is interviewed by The Associated Press at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm in Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, as workers stack pieces of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Fabrizio Mariotti is interviewed by The Associated Press at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm in Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, as workers stack pieces of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Light reverberates on a travertine block at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm in Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026; the block will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Light reverberates on a travertine block at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm in Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026; the block will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man sands and polishes a slab of travertine at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, that will be used to adorn the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            A man sands and polishes a slab of travertine at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, that will be used to adorn the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sections of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan Mormon temple in New York City are seen inside the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Sections of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan Mormon temple in New York City are seen inside the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pieces of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City are wrapped for shipping at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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            Pieces of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City are wrapped for shipping at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            NICOLE WINFIELD and FRANCESCA PRIMAVILLA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        TIVOLI, Italy (AP) -- Long ago, when Romans wanted to build a new temple, they would head to the nearby quarries of Tivoli, chisel out blocks of porous rock called lapis tiburtinus -- now known as travertine -- and float the cargo downstream on rafts to craftsmen in town.
That's how they made the Colosseum 2,000 years ago. That's how they made St. Peter's Basilica and Bernini's great colonnade hundreds of years later.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]



        

        
        
            
                    A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Today, the same quarries that built Rome with their distinctive pock-marked travertine are still being dug out to build a new generation of churches, temples and mosques around the world -- as well as banks, museums, government buildings and private homes.
While other countries have versions of the sedimentary limestone, Roman travertine is unique because it is quarried underground in the sulfuric springs and basins around Tivoli. Made up mostly of calcium carbonate minerals, Roman travertine was formed hundreds of thousands of years ago by deposits of calcium, sulfur and other minerals, and shows the region's history of volcanic eruptions, forests and fossils in its striated layers.

    
It is prized by architects for a number of reasons: It's strong, plentiful and can withstand any number of climactic and environmental assaults. Depending on how and where it's cut, it has a variety of looks: rough or sleek, from a warm white with irregular black holes to sandy beige with gray, brown or even greenish veins.
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[image: Pupils take part in an arts and crafts lesson at Rare Gem Talent School, which supports students with dyslexia, in Kitengela, Kajiado County, Kenya, Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A Kenyan school like no other may be an African education blueprint
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Margot Robbie, right, and Jacob Elordi in a scene from "Wuthering Heights." (Warner Bros. Pictures via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A movie that takes liberties with 'Wuthering Heights'? Scholars are OK with that
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            
                
                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A building with the mural entitled 'Kalamata' depicting opera legend Maria Callas by artist Kleomenis Kostopoulos is seen in Kalamata town, about 240 kilometers (150 miles) southwest of Athens, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How a mural in Greece won 'Best in the World'
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
            
            
            
                
                    
                    
                     
                
            

            
            

    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
      

        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




A new Latter-day Saint temple in travertine
For four generations, the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm has been carving travertine to order, fulfilling some of the world's most distinctive architectural commissions: the Getty Center in Los Angeles, the Bank of China headquarters in Beijing, the Great Mosque in Algiers, Algeria, to name a few.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]



        

        
        
            
                    Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers use a jackhammer to break a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Pigeons fly away from the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: A truck carries a block of travertine at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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On a recent workday, pieces of a temple being rebuilt by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, widely known as the Mormon church, are lying neatly on the floor of Mariotti's Tivoli warehouse -- hunks of travertine carved from the nearby quarries and cut in made-to-measure puzzle pieces that will be assembled on-site in New York City.

    
    
    
After providing the travertine for the Latter-day Saint temple in Rome, Mariotti was chosen by the church's architects to restore the temple on Manhattan's Upper West Side. The temple sits across Broadway from Lincoln Center and the Julliard School, both built with Mariotti-cut travertine decades ago when the rock first reached the U.S. market.
"Travertine is a classic stone known all over the world. It's a bit like carrying the light of Rome everywhere, because the way travertine reflects light is very special," said Fabrizio Mariotti, head of the family business.

    
A quarry that Bernini loved

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: View of the farmhouse at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square, is shown on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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All around the Tivoli quarries, the air is heavy with the stench of sulfur and the constant pounding, clinking and cracking of giant jackhammers blasting ancient rock into pieces.
At the Degemar quarries, drilled down to 30 meters (yards) under sea level, bright blue ponds of sulfur springs pool the travertine residue as flat-bed trucks haul stone slabs weighing 33 tons up to street level.

    
It was here that Gian Lorenzo Bernini, the great Baroque sculptor and architect, sourced the brilliant white travertine for the 284 columns and 88 pillars of the colonnade embracing St. Peter's Square, as well as his other Catholic and Roman marvels.
Bernini spent so much time here selecting his rock that he had a home overlooking the quarry, which still stands today.
The quarry's current head, Vincenzo De Gennaro, reminds visitors that Bernini's tower still features the coop for the homing pigeons that would transport the orders to the quarry from Rome for the measurements of rocks that were needed.
Nowadays, the quarry is filling orders much farther afield: the new airport in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the new headquarters of China's governing party in Shenzhen, among others.
"It is special, a special stone because it is a living stone, a stone that is born in a cocktail of mineral waters," De Gennaro said as he dodged earth movers and walked among the sulfur pools. 

    
A 2,000-year guarantee 
Lest anyone question travertine's durability, they need only look to Rome, he said.
"There is the concrete experience of a civilization dating back thousands of years that stands in the light of day and has been shining undisturbed for 2,000 years," he said. "That is the guarantee."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man sands and polishes a slab of travertine at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, that will be used to adorn the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar Quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: A wall of sectioned travertine is seen at the Degemar quarry near Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: A view of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 17th-century colonnade in St. Peter's Square in Vatican City, on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026, which was built with travertine from Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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Marco Ferrero, professor of civil engineering at Rome's La Sapienza University, said part of travertine's appeal is that it harks back to ancient Rome "and therefore also to the magic of the classical world."
He said it embodies Rome's spirit in many ways: Travertine is solid, resistant and noble but not showy like its cousin, marble, which doesn't fare as well over time when exposed to the elements.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fabrizio Mariotti is interviewed by The Associated Press at the Mariotti Carlo SpA stonecutting firm in Tivoli, Italy, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, as workers stack pieces of travertine that will be used to adorn the tower of the new Manhattan temple in New York City. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]
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[image: Vincenzo De Gennaro, owner of the Degemar Quarry, is interviewed by The Associated Press at his quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)]



        

        
        
            
                    Vincenzo De Gennaro, owner of the Degemar Quarry, is interviewed by The Associated Press at his quarry near Tivoli, Italy, 35 kilometers east of Rome, on Friday, Feb. 13, 2026, where 17th-century Baroque architect Gian Lorenzo Bernini selected travertine for the colonnade of St. Peter's Square. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
"We can make this comparison: Marble speaks to us in beautiful Italian, in literary Italian, while travertine speaks to us in Roman dialect," he said. "It is truly the stone of the Romans. And like Roman cuisine, which is made up of simple dishes, often using discarded ingredients, travertine is a genuine and traditional stone."

    
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/italy-travertine-quarries-st-peters-colosseum-a155527e0f2679645e6e724b92897db5
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                    World News

    Un querido maestro en Marruecos desenmascarado: investigan a un frances por abusos a 89 ninos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Un cartel en la carretera senala la direccion a Khenifra, Marruecos, el martes 17 de febrero de 2026. (AP Foto/Akram Oubachir)]
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                                        KHENIFRA, Marruecos (AP) -- Durante decadas, Jacques Leveugle era conocido en la ciudad marroqui de Khenifra simplemente como el frances delgado que barria las calles al amanecer, ofrecia clases gratuitas de idiomas y organizaba salidas para escolares.
Hablaba arabe con fluidez y el dialecto de Marruecos, ademas de shilha, una lengua bereber ampliamente hablada en la region, habilidades que, segun los vecinos, le ayudaron a integrarse en la comunidad. Iba en bicicleta al mercado local, vestia de manera sencilla con vaqueros y una camisa abotonada, y abrio una pequena biblioteca para ninos en el barrio obrero de Lassiri.
Ahora, el hombre de 79 anos esta entre rejas y bajo investigacion formal en Francia, acusado de violar y agredir sexualmente a 89 ninos durante mas de cinco decadas en varios paises, un caso que los fiscales en Francia hicieron publico la semana pasada. Indicaron que Leveugle tambien reconocio haber asfixiado hasta la muerte a su madre cuando se encontraba en la fase terminal de un cancer y, mas tarde, haber matado a su tia de 92 anos.

    
Muchos de los abusos sexuales ocurrieron en el norte de Africa, donde Leveugle paso gran parte de su vida y se forjo una reputacion de maestro entregado y hombre respetuoso.



    
        




    




Los delitos se descubrieron cuando un familiar de Leveugle encontro sus memorias digitales en una memoria USB y las entrego a las autoridades.

    
    
    
En Marruecos, donde vivio hasta su detencion en 2024, se sospecha que abuso de mas de una docena de ninos, declaro a The Associated Press el fiscal de Grenoble, Etienne Manteaux. En la vecina Argelia, donde Leveugle trabajo como profesor de lenguas extranjeras durante ocho anos en las decadas de 1960 y 1970, se sospecha que abuso de al menos dos menores.
Las revelaciones han provocado conmocion en ambos paises y han renovado la atencion sobre la explotacion infantil en una region donde, segun activistas, el abuso sigue siendo persistente y se denuncia poco.

    
"Este caso es de una gravedad excepcional y naturalmente provoca una profunda indignacion", dijo a AP Najat Anwar, presidenta de la asociacion marroqui de proteccion infantil Don't Touch my Child. "Estamos preparados para sumarnos al caso como parte civil... si testigos o victimas marroquies se presentan".
AP hablo con una docena de personas que conocieron directamente a Leveugle, incluidos vecinos en Marruecos y exalumnos en Argelia, asi como funcionarios marroquies informados del caso. Quienes lo conocieron describieron a un hombre ampliamente considerado como discreto, servicial y a quien le encantaba pasar tiempo con ninos.
En las estrechas calles del barrio Lassiri de Khenifra, hogar de muchos marroquies conservadores, la frescura dulce de una manana de invierno contrasta con lo que los residentes describen como una sensacion de verguenza que sienten desde que los fiscales revelaron la semana pasada los presuntos delitos de Leveugle.
Se sienten insultados y humillados. Ahora muchos se plantean mudarse. Todos hablaron bajo condicion de anonimato por temor a acoso o represalias.

    
Senalaron la casa de Leveugle, un edificio de una sola planta, sin terminar y sin pintar rodeado de higueras, junto a un rio. Cerca, juegan ninos.
Los residentes contaron que "Monsieur Jacques", como se le conocia, financiaba proyectos locales y ayudaba a la gente a encontrar trabajo, a veces incluso repartia dinero en efectivo. Khenifra ha tenido durante mucho tiempo una de las tasas de desempleo mas altas del pais, y muchos residentes trabajan de forma irregular. Con frecuencia, la gente se marcha de la ciudad en busca de mejores oportunidades.
Los residentes describieron como Jacques llevo una vez a ninos a un conocido lago regional, Agelmam Agezga, y les dijo que nadaran desnudos, empezando el mismo y afirmando que era saludable. En la cultura marroqui y, de forma mas amplia en la tradicion islamica, a los hombres no se les permite estar desnudos delante de otros.
Un vecino dijo que su capacidad de confiar en la gente se ha visto tan sacudida por la noticia que se nego a dejar que su hijo de 5 anos durmiera en casa de su hermano.

    
Leveugle nacio en la decada de 1940 en la ciudad francesa de Annecy y llego por primera vez a Marruecos en 1955, segun un funcionario marroqui con conocimiento del caso. El padre de Leveugle trabajaba en la embajada de Francia, y Leveugle asistio a la escuela en la capital marroqui durante los ultimos anos del protectorado frances, indico el funcionario.
Mas tarde, Leveugle tuvo residencia marroqui y no se presentaron contra el denuncias penales conocidas en el reino, segun un funcionario marroqui de justicia. Los funcionarios no estaban autorizados a dar su nombre, de acuerdo con las normas del gobierno marroqui.
Los vecinos dijeron que Leveugle se mudo a Khenifra a comienzos de la decada de 2000 y se instalo en el barrio de Lassiri. Los residentes afirmaron que con frecuencia pasaba tiempo con adolescentes varones de entre 13 y 15 anos.

    
Trabajaba como tutor privado y, segun los vecinos, ofrecia clases gratuitas, organizaba salidas escolares y a veces brindaba ayuda financiera a las familias. Algunos vecinos senalaron que tambien compro casas y vehiculos para residentes locales y ayudo a personas a emigrar a Europa.
El tiempo que pasaba con frecuencia con adolescentes varones ocasionalmente suscito preguntas sobre su limitada interaccion con adultos.
Los investigadores franceses identificaron a 89 victimas de Leveugle, ninos de entre 13 y 17 anos, tras examinar unas memorias digitales de 15 volumenes halladas en una memoria USB que uno de sus familiares entrego a la policia, dijo el fiscal de Grenoble. Preciso que las victimas de Leveugle en Marruecos se remontan al menos a 1974.
Las autoridades francesas sospechan que hay mas victimas y han emitido un llamamiento internacional para que se presenten testigos. El fiscal comento a AP que se espera que investigadores franceses viajen a Marruecos para recabar pruebas. Las autoridades marroquies no han hecho comentarios publicos.
El fiscal frances no dijo si se habia abierto una investigacion en Argelia, donde Leveugle enseno en tres escuelas. Las revelaciones han dejado conmocionados a sus exalumnos.
 "Me quede atonito cuando me entere de eso", dijo a AP Ali Bouchemla, quien estudio frances con Leveugle a finales de la decada de 1960 en una escuela del norte de Argelia. Recordo a un "maestro entregado y muy bueno" que nunca desperto sospechas.
Otro exalumno, Lahlou Aliouate, describio de manera similar a un docente dedicado, con un comportamiento profesional.
Defensores de la proteccion infantil senalan que el perfil de Leveugle refleja patrones observados en todo el mundo.

"Los perpetradores a menudo se presentan a traves de actividades educativas o culturales, cultivan una imagen respetable y aprovechan el prestigio social o cultural para ganarse la confianza", explico Najat Anwar, de Don't Touch my Child. "Luego apuntan a ninos en situaciones emocionales o sociales vulnerables".
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/marruecos-francia-argelia-profesor-abusos-leveugle-0f3250fccfe6cc99cfa92f8e74b941dc
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                    Entertainment

    Actor Shia LaBeouf arrestado tras presunta pelea en Mardi Gras en Nueva Orleans




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shia LaBeouf aparece en el estreno de "The Phoenician Scheme" en el 78o festival internacional de cine de Cannes, en el sur de Francia, el 18 de mayo de 2025. (Foto Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, archivo)]
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[image: Shia LaBeouf aparece en la sesion fotografica de la pelicula "Slauson Rec" en el 78o festival internacional de cine, Cannes, en Francia, el 18 de mayo de 2025. (Foto AP/Natacha Pisarenko, archivo)]
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                                        El actor Shia LaBeouf fue arrestado despues de que lo acusaran de golpear a dos hombres la madrugada del martes durante las celebraciones de Mardi Gras en Nueva Orleans, informo la policia.
LaBeouf fue acusado de dos cargos de agresion simple, indico la policia de Nueva Orleans en un comunicado.
Los agentes acudieron a un negocio cerca del Barrio Frances alrededor de las 0:45, despues de que presuntamente "provocara un altercado y se volviera cada vez mas agresivo", senalo la policia. La policia no preciso de que tipo de negocio se trataba.
Un empleado intento sacar a LaBeouf y, ya afuera, el actor presuntamente golpeo a un hombre "en multiples ocasiones con los punos cerrados", segun la policia.
Testigos contaron a la policia que LaBeouf se fue del area, pero mas tarde regreso y continuo actuando de manera agresiva.
"Varias personas intentaron sujetarlo, y lo soltaron con la esperanza de que se fuera", indico la policia.

    
El hombre que presuntamente fue golpeado primero por LaBeouf dijo a la policia que el actor lo golpeo de nuevo. Otro hombre dijo a los agentes que LaBeouf tambien presuntamente le dio un punetazo en la nariz.



    
        




    




"Lo mantuvieron inmovilizado hasta que llegaron los agentes", senalo la policia.
LaBeouf fue trasladado a un hospital para recibir tratamiento por lesiones de origen desconocido y, tras ser dado de alta, fue arrestado y puesto bajo custodia por la policia.

    
    
    
Los registros judiciales y de la carcel no incluian a un abogado que pudiera hablar en nombre de LaBeouf. Se enviaron correos electronicos a los publicistas de LaBeouf sin recibir respuesta de momento.
LaBeouf ha tenido varios roces con la ley a lo largo de su carrera, incluido un arresto a inicios de 2017 en Nueva York por ebriedad en publico y conducta desordenada, que quedo registrado en un video transmitido en vivo. Fue enviado a rehabilitacion por orden judicial.

    
Mas tarde ese verano, fue arrestado en Georgia por ebriedad en publico y acusado de conducta desordenada y obstruccion, cuando estaba en el lugar de filmacion de "The Peanut Butter Falcon", y fue sentenciado a libertad condicional. En 2020, fue acusado de agresion menor y hurto menor en Los Angeles.
Ese ano, la cantante y actriz inglesa FKA Twigs, cuyo nombre verdadero es Tahliah Barnett, tambien presento una demanda en la que alego que LaBeouf fue fisica y emocionalmente abusivo con ella durante su relacion, la cual resolvieron en julio.
Barnett afirmo que LaBeouf la mantuvo en un estado constante de miedo y humillacion, que en una ocasion la estrello contra un automovil, intento estrangularla y le transmitio deliberadamente una enfermedad de transmision sexual.
LaBeouf se disculpo en un comunicado despues de que se presentara la demanda. Tambien nego las acusaciones en la demanda en una presentacion de 2021, al afirmar que cualquier lesion causada o danos sufridos por Barnett no fueron responsabilidad suya.

El actor, de 39 anos, obtuvo reconocimiento por primera vez cuando era nino por su papel en la serie de Disney Channel "Even Stevens", y continuo trabajando de manera constante en la adultez. Sus papeles mas notorios llegaron en "Transformers" de 2007 y en "Indiana Jones and the Crystal Skull" ("Indiana Jones y el reino de la calavera de cristal") de 2008.

    
LaBeouf comparte una hija, nacida en 2022, con la actriz Mia Goth.
___
La periodista de The Associated Press Lindsey Bahr contribuyo a este despacho.
___
Siga a Juan A. Lozano: https://x.com/juanlozano70
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Expertos de Naciones Unidas vinculan a fiscal general de Guatemala a presuntas adopciones ilegales




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La Procuradora General de la Republica, Consuelo Porras, se prepara para emitir su voto en la eleccion de magistrados representantes del Colegio de Abogados en la Corte de Constitucionalidad, el jueves 12 de febrero de 2026, en Ciudad de Guatemala. (AP Foto/Moises Castillo)]
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                                        CIUDAD DE GUATEMALA (AP) -- Un panel de expertos de las Naciones Unidas expreso el lunes estar alarmado por informacion sobre acusaciones contra la actual fiscal general de Guatemala, Maria Consuelo Porras, en relacion con presuntas adopciones ilegales en una casa hogar donde ella fue directora.
Los hechos se habrian registrado durante el conflicto armado en Guatemala entre 1960 y 1996.
La declaracion fue anunciada cuando Porras esta por concluir su gestion como fiscal general y participaba como candidata a ocupar otro puesto publico, como magistrada designada por la Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala. La Universidad, empero, descarto a Porras y nombro a Julia Rivera y Jose Luis Aguirre como magistrados titular y suplente.
"Todas las personas contra las cuales existan alegaciones creibles de conductas incompatibles con los estandares de derechos humanos, especialmente aquellas que han tenido autoridad para tomar decisiones relacionadas con la criminalizacion o violaciones de derechos humanos, no deben ser preseleccionadas ni nombradas hasta que se realice una investigacion pronta, independiente y exhaustiva de esas alegaciones", indico el panel de expertos en un comunicado.

    
Segun los expertos, al menos 80 ninos indigenas "habrian sido sometidos a adopciones ilegales internacionales tras haber sido institucionalizados en el Hogar Temporal Elisa Martinez", una casa hogar de la que Porras fue su directora y administradora, fungiendo como "tutora legal" de los ninos desde el 21 de enero hasta el 30 de agosto de 1982.



    
        




    




"Nos preocupa especialmente que no se haya realizado una investigacion pronta, exhaustiva, independiente e imparcial sobre la presunta implicacion de algunas autoridades estatales en estos procesos y que las madres afectadas por estas adopciones ilegales aparentemente no hayan recibido ni el reconocimiento ni las reparaciones adecuadas", senalo el panel.

    
    
    
The Associated Press solicito a la fiscalia una opinion sobre los senalamientos en contra de Porras sin que hasta el momento haya una respuesta. Tambien se pidio un comentario al gobierno guatemalteco pero tampoco respondio de inmediato.

    
Los expertos tambien pidieron investigaciones independientes sobre estas acusaciones.
Durante la guerra en Guatemala miles de ninos fueron dados en adopcion, especialmente a familias estadunidenses. El Estado no le dio seguimiento a la situacion de esos ninos durante anos, ni supo sobre sus destinos. 
En 2024, por primera vez, el presidente Bernardo Arevalo pidio disculpas a un hombre, en nombre del Estado, por haber sido adoptado de forma irregular cuando era nino, luego de que el y su hermano le fueran quitados a su madre por supuestamente abandonarlos, para luego entregarlos a familias estadounidenses.
Entre 1977 y 2008, en Guatemala, se realizaron adopciones, especialmente para familias estadounidenses, algunas de ellas senaladas de haber sido hechas en forma anomala, en la que intervinieron redes de oficiales de gobierno y abogados coludidos para entregar ninos, robados, comprados y quitados a sus padres sin un proceso regulado establecido.

    
En 2007, el Congreso guatemalteco aprobo una ley de adopciones para regular el tramite.
Porras ha sido sancionada por Estados Unidos, la Union Europea y decenas de otros paises acusandola de socavar la democracia del pais centroamericano y obstaculizar la lucha anticorrupcion por perseguir y criminalizar a exoperadores de justicia y periodistas anticorrupcion.

Los expertos independientes y grupos de trabajo forman parte de lo que se conoce como los procedimientos especiales del Consejo de Derechos Humanos y desempenan sus funciones a titulo personal.
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                    Sports

    Alysa Liu carries US hopes into the women's free skate final at the Milan Cortina Olympics




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alysa Liu of the United States competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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            Alysa Liu of the United States competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ami Nakai of Japan competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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            Ami Nakai of Japan competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kaori Sakamoto of Japan competes during the figure skating women's team event at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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            Kaori Sakamoto of Japan competes during the figure skating women's team event at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mone Chiba of Japan competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Mone Chiba of Japan competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Adeliia Petrosian of Individual Neutral Athletes competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)]
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            Adeliia Petrosian of Individual Neutral Athletes competes during the women's short program figure skating at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                        MILAN (AP) -- Alysa Liu is left to bear the ambitions of the American figure skating team on Thursday night, when the last of the "Blade Angels" with a legitimate shot at the Olympic gold medal tries to catch Japanese teammates Ami Nakai and Kaori Sakamoto during the women's free skate at the Milan Cortina Games.
Nakai, Sakamoto and Mone Chiba give Japan the chance for the first-ever women's podium sweep.
Then there is Adeliia Petrosian, the young Russian sprite competing as a neutral athlete, and the only one of the contenders who has the ability to land a quad jump. She could shake up the entire competition with one big performance.
Those are the key players as the final night of figure skating drama unfolds at the Winter Games.
"Of course I want a medal. It would be very nice," said Sakamoto, the bronze medalist from the 2022 Beijing Games, who trails Nakai by just a point in what is likely her final Olympics. "But I want to let everybody know what I've done over my career. I want people to know that there was a skater of this kind in Japan who had performed for a long period."

    
Indeed, the Olympic gold medal is just about the only thing the 25-year-old Sakamoto has yet to win in her career.



    
        




    




At the opposite end of the longevity spectrum is Nakai, the 17-year-old inspired by the great Mao Asada. She will be the final skater on the ice after a brilliant performance Tuesday night, when she landed one of two triple axels in the entire women's short program.

    
    
    
Chiba trails both of her Japanese teammates along with Liu, but the world bronze medalist is firmly in the mix.
"Being in Italy, with the music 'Romeo and Juliet,' I hope to skate as well as possible," Chiba said, "and see how things are."
Liu, who is two points out of first place, was the only skater to wedge herself among the Japanese trio.
The 20-year-old from the San Francisco Bay area has been on a dream ride ever since her two-year retirement, which had allowed her to reprioritize the things in her life and rediscover her love for skating. Liu became the first American world champion since Kimmie Meissner in 2006 last year in Boston, and now she could end an even longer U.S. drought for women at the Olympics.

    
"The Star-Spangled Banner" has not played for a podium ceremony since Sarah Hughes triumphed at the 2002 Salt Lake City Games.
"I don't think about stuff like that," said the carefree Liu, who finished sixth at the Beijing Games, shortly before walking away from the sport. "My goal is just to do my program and share my story."
Petrosian is the wildcard in the competition simply because she is so largely unknown.
The 18-year-old from Moscow has been unable to compete on a global stage because Russia remains banned from international events following its invasion of Ukraine. The few glimpses that people have seen have come from domestic events, where scores are typically inflated, and where the competition is far different from what Petrosian is experiencing at the Olympics.
Yet the latest pupil of controversial coach Eteri Tutberidze, Petrosian has proven in Milan that she could well become her nation's next gold medalist, following in the footsteps of compatriots Adelina Sotnikova, Alina Zagitova and Anna Shcherbakova.

    
The last non-Russian to win the Olympic gold medal was South Korea's Yuna Kim at the 2010 Vancouver Games.

"At first I was worried, not about my skate, but about my (emotional) state. This was the most important start of my life," Petrosian said following her short program Tuesday night. "I hope this will help me with my free skate."
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics
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