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White House
Commission, packed with Trump allies, approves White House ballroom project
The Commission of Fine Arts voted unanimously to approve the nearly 90,000-square-foot building's design. A federal judge is weighing whether to halt the project.

Renderings of the proposed White House ballroom that were briefly posted on the National Capital Planning Commission's website. (Jon Elswick/AP)


By Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond | 2026-02-19
A federal arts commission on Thursday voted to approve President Donald Trump's planned White House ballroom, even as a federal judge considers whether to halt the project -- and outside architects and watchdog groups say it's too large.
The Commission of Fine Arts -- which Trump has packed with allies, including his 26-year-old executive assistant -- voted unanimously to approve the design of the nearly 90,000-square-foot building, which would be the most significant change to the White House complex in decades.
"This is a facility that is desperately needed for over 150 years, and it's beautiful," Commission Chair Rodney Mims Cook Jr. said.
Thursday's vote was the first concrete checkpoint in the Trump administration's nine-week push to get the president's ballroom building approved by two committees charged by Congress with reviewing designs of federal construction projects. Having secured the fine arts commission's blessing, the president's team will turn its attention to the second of those committees -- the National Capital Planning Commission -- with a goal of winning its approval in the first week of March and starting aboveground construction on the ballroom as early as April.
Shalom Baranes, the lead architect on the project, also presented his latest concepts to the commission on Thursday, which included reworking a White House driveway to accommodate the large ballroom.
While the commissions have historically served as a check on the government's building projects -- some of which prompted months or years of panel deliberations -- Thursday's vote represents the latest example of Trump bending federal processes as he seeks to rush his ballroom project from design to completion.
The president rapidly tore down the White House's East Wing annex last year without seeking approval from Congress or review panels. His plan to build a new ballroom building that would match the "height and scale" of the main White House building has largely ignored concerns from U.S. District Judge Richard Leon, architecture experts and preservationists that it will be too big and spoil the centuries-old symbol of American power and democracy.
Trump has framed the ballroom as a top priority, repeatedly extolling the design in public remarks and saying that presidents need a permanent space to entertain VIP guests. He has also defended the cost of the planned $400 million project, saying that it is being funded by private donations.
"Will be the Greatest Ballroom ever built" Trump wrote Wednesday in a social media post that included an architectural depiction of a towering neoclassical structure adorned with Corinthian columns and an imposing pediment -- the triangular structure above the portico -- whose apex, according to Trump, matches the main mansion's North Portico. The rendering was prepared by Shalom Baranes Associates, the firm handling the project.
Democrats and watchdog groups have questioned whether ballroom contributors, including major corporations such as Amazon, Google and Palantir that collectively have billions of dollars in contracts before the administration, will receive special access or other perks in exchange for their gifts. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) Some Democrats have acknowledged the potential value of renovating the White House grounds but said the ballroom should be far smaller and go through congressional review, to ensure transparency.
Polls have found that most Americans oppose the president's planned ballroom. Twenty-five percent of respondents said they supported tearing down the East Wing to build the ballroom, compared with 58 percent who opposed the project, according to an Economist/YouGov poll conducted this month.
The White House recently remade both commissions reviewing the ballroom project, including the Commission of Fine Arts, a 116-year-old panel that Congress intended to include "well-qualified judges of the fine arts."
Three of the seven arts commissioners on the panel are current political appointees in the Trump administration. A fourth, Pamela Patenaude, served as deputy secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development during Trump's first administration. A fifth, architect James McCrery II, helped design the ballroom and recused himself from voting on the project Thursday.
Commissioners universally praised the ballroom project, alternately lauding it for meshing with the Treasury building next door, adding beautiful landscaping to the White House grounds, and providing a safer, more stately venue for entertaining world leaders and other VIP guests. Trump has long disparaged the tents past presidents have erected on the South Lawn to accommodate large-scale events, an argument Cook adopted Thursday.
"Our sitting president has actually designed a very beautiful structure," he told his fellow commissioners, adding: "The United States just should not be entertaining the world in tents, and it is really outrageous that we do that -- and no president has really stepped up to the plate."
Cook also moved to skip the commission's traditional step of reviewing the project's final design, which was expected to be discussed at a future meeting.
The commissioners represented a small minority of the views represented at the meeting. More than 2,000 people wrote to the agency in the week leading up to Thursday's vote, with more than 99 percent of them expressing opposition to the project, the commission's staff secretary, Thomas Luebke, told commissioners. Their concerns centered around a rushed approval process, lack of public input and the proposed building's size and design overshadowing the main White House, he added.
Luebke read part of one comment as an exemplar: "This ill-conceived addition, which has already led to the hasty demolition of the historic East Wing, represents an affront to our heritage, a circumvention of democratic processes and a misallocation of resources that could better serve the Republic," Luebke said.
Commissioners were undeterred, including newly sworn-in Chamberlain Harris, Trump's executive assistant who works just outside the Oval Office. She responded to concerns over the size by saying the ballroom's planned 1,000-person seating capacity "isn't that big by ballroom standards."
"This is sort of like the greatest country in the world. It's the greatest house in the world, and we want it to be sort of the greatest ballroom in the world," she said.
The other federal panel reviewing the ballroom, the National Capital Planning Commission, is led by Will Scharf, the White House staff secretary whom Trump appointed in July to lead the body. It includes a pair of other White House officials, James Blair and Stuart Levenbach, as well as nine seats apportioned to sitting Cabinet secretaries and other officials who have a role in overseeing Washington.
Leon, who has questioned whether Trump has the authority to build the ballroom, has said that he may issue an order on its construction this month.
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Politics
The Epstein files have brought a wave of resignations and investigations
A number of prominent figures have stepped down or are facing investigations after their communications with Jeffrey Epstein and his former longtime companion, Ghislaine Maxwell, were released last month.

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor and Sarah Ferguson at Windsor Castle in 2024. (Hollie Adams/Pool/AFP/Getty Images)


By Maegan Vazquez, Sammy Westfall | 2026-02-19
It has been more than two weeks since the latest tranche of files related to deceased financier Jeffrey Epstein was released by the Justice Department, outlining years of correspondence and visual evidence connecting the convicted sex offender to some of the wealthiest and most powerful people in the world.
The massive trove -- totaling more than 3 million documents -- has roiled Europe, leading to resignations and criminal inquiries, and drawn further scrutiny toward Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, the former prince and brother of King Charles III. Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested Thursday on suspicion of misconduct in office.
In the United States, however, professional exits and investigations of the individuals named in the files have not taken place on the same scale. Only a few high-profile people, such as Kathy Ruemmler, an official in the Obama White House, have stepped down from their jobs after new revelations of their connections to Epstein.
Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008 to two charges of soliciting prostitution, including one involving a minor. He was arrested on federal sex trafficking charges in 2019 and died in federal custody later that year. His death was ruled a suicide. Judges and lawmakers say that over decades, he abused, trafficked and molested scores of girls, many of whom have come forward in court and in other public forums.
Here is a list of some of the prominent figures who have resigned from their roles or are facing investigations after their communications with Epstein and his former longtime companion, Ghislaine Maxwell, were released last month.

Peter Attia at The New York Times Well Festival 2025 on May 7, 2025 in New York. (David Dee Delgado/Getty Images)


Attia, a physician and longevity expert, faced scrutiny after the latest release of documents revealed his friendly and sometimes crude correspondence with Epstein. In one 2016 message, Attia wrote Epstein, "P---y is, indeed, low-carb. Still awaiting results on gluten content, though."
In June 2015, Attia wrote to Epstein: "You [know] the biggest problem with becoming friends with you? The life you lead is so outrageous, and yet I can't tell a soul ..."
After the emails became public, Attia stepped down from his role as chief science officer of a protein bar brand, David Protein, according to the company's co-founder. The powdered supplement company AG1 said in a statement that "Dr. Attia is no longer an advisor to the company."
Attia apologized for his interactions with Epstein, writing on X that he was never involved in any criminal activity and that his interactions with Epstein "had nothing to do with his sexual abuse or exploitation of anyone."
Days before the emails were released, CBS News editor in chief Bari Weiss announced a new slate of contributors that included Attia, despite previous reporting by the network's journalists indicating that Attia had ties to Epstein. His appearances in the latest tranche of documents led to further scrutiny about his employment at the network. CBS News did not respond to a request for comment.
Bin Sulayem, an Emirati businessman, resigned from his role as chairman of DP World, one of the world's largest logistics companies. In a Feb. 13 statement, the company said the resignation was effective immediately.
Bin Sulayem appears in wide-ranging exchanges with Epstein, with Epstein telling the sultan in one 2013 email, "You are one of my most trusted friends in [the] very sense of the word, you have never let me down."
Bin Sulayem replied, "Thank you my friend I am off the sample a fresh 100% female Russian at my yacht."
The resignation statement does not explicitly mention bin Sulayem's connections to Epstein, but DP World had faced pressure from financial groups after the emails were released.
Sarah's Trust, the charity founded by Sarah Ferguson, a former duchess of York, shut down for the "foreseeable future" following the latest document release.
"Our chair Sarah Ferguson and the board of trustees have agreed that with regret the charity will shortly close for the foreseeable future,'' the trust said in a statement. "This has been under discussion and in train for some months.'' Other charities also dropped Ferguson as a patron.
Emails released by the Justice Department revealed that Ferguson maintained contact with Epstein long after his 2008 conviction. Ferguson is the ex-wife of Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, who also had ties to Epstein.
More than a decade ago, Ferguson tried to publicly distance herself from Epstein. In a 2011 interview, she said that her closeness to him, which included borrowing 15,000 pounds to pay off debts, was a mistake.
"I abhor pedophilia and any sexual abuse of children, and know that this was a gigantic error of judgment on my behalf," she said at the time.
Larry Summers, a former Harvard University president who served as treasury secretary under President Bill Clinton, stepped back late last year from public commitments including teaching and resigning from the board of OpenAI, the firm behind ChatGPT. This came after Congress released a tranche of documents showing that the two men maintained a close friendship -- keeping up months-long email exchanges over several years -- until the day before Epstein was arrested in 2019.
In a November statement, Summers said that he was "deeply ashamed of my actions and recognize the pain they have caused" and that his stepping out of the public eye is "one part of my broader effort to rebuild trust and repair relationships with the people closest to me."
For decades, Summers was an influential figure on economic thought in Washington, holding positions including the World Bank's chief economist and senior roles in the Clinton and Obama administrations. He launched his policy career in Ronald Reagan's White House and advised President Joe Biden even while being one of the Biden administration's harshest Democratic critics on economics. He was also active in the private sector, including joining the board of OpenAI in 2023 and advocating a light regulatory approach to AI. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)

Thorbjorn Jagland in 2019 in Paris. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


Jagland, a former secretary general of the Council of Europe and a former prime minister of Norway, was charged with "aggravated corruption" in connection with his ties to Epstein, said a spokesperson for Elden Law Firm, which represents Jagland. The charges came after the Council of Europe waived immunity for Jagland at the request of Norwegian police conducting the investigation.
Jagland was one of several European officials who had engaged in correspondence with Epstein, the recently released files show.
In the 2010s, emails show, Epstein repeatedly attempted to arrange a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin through Jagland. There is no evidence in the Justice Department files that such a meeting took place. Epstein also asked Jagland to relay a message to the Kremlin suggesting that officials should consult him if they wanted a better understanding of how to engage with Donald Trump, who was then in his first presidential term.
A lawyer for Jagland, a former head of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, has said that Jagland will cooperate with the investigation.
Juul, a Norwegian diplomat who last week resigned as the country's ambassador to Jordan and Iraq, and her husband, former diplomat Terje Rod-Larsen, are facing a corruption investigation by police in Norway after media reports indicated that Epstein had left the couple millions in his will. Juul is charged with aggravated corruption, and Rod-Larsen is charged with contribution to aggravated corruption.
"Juul has been clear that she regrets having had contact with Jeffrey Epstein," her attorney said in a statement. "The fact that she now acknowledges that she has shown poor judgment by having contact with Epstein does not mean that she has acted in violation of the criminal law."
Karp resigned as longtime chairman of the law firm Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison after a series of emails between him and Epstein became public, outlining his extensive relationship with the financier.
The newly released documents include an email exchange from 2015 in which Karp thanked Epstein for hosting him for a "once in a lifetime" evening. Epstein told Karp that he was "always welcome" and that "there are many many nights of unique talents. you will be invited often."
A statement from the firm did not explicitly mention Karp's connection with Epstein, whom the firm said has said it never represented. But Karp, in the statement, acknowledged that "recent reporting has created a distraction and has placed a focus on me that is not in the best interests of the firm." Although he will no longer serve as chairman, Karp will remain at the firm.

Miroslav Lajcak in Kosovo on Jan. 30, 2024. (Armend Nimani/AFP/Getty Images)


Lajcak, a former president of the U.N. General Assembly, resigned from his role as national security adviser to Slovakia's prime minister over his communications with Epstein.
Documents revealed that in 2018, while Lajcak was serving as Slovakia's foreign minister, Epstein and Lajcak shared jokes about women and discussed an upcoming meeting with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.
In an interview with Radio Slovakia translated by Politico, Lajcak said, "When I read those messages today, I feel like a fool. It was a private conversation, let's be honest, who would be happy if the whole nation were reading their messages? At the very least, I exercised poor judgment."
He added: "But that does not absolve me of responsibility. I showed poor judgment and inappropriate communication."
Lajcak condemned Epstein's crimes and said "there were no girls ... the fact that someone is communicating with a sexual predator does not make him a sexual predator."
Former French cultural minister Jack Lang and his daughter, Caroline Lang, are facing an investigation involving "laundering of aggravated tax-fraud proceeds," French financial crimes prosecutors confirmed to The Washington Post.
The inquiry comes in response to an investigation by French independent news outlet Mediapart, which outlined Jack Lang's close ties to Epstein.
Jack Lang also resigned from his role leading the Arab World Institute after he was summoned to appear at the French Foreign Ministry, which oversees the institute.
"The opening of a preliminary investigation by the National Financial Prosecutor's Office is news that I welcome with calmness and even relief. It will shed light on accusations that attack my integrity and my honor," Jack Lang wrote on X. "The accusations against me are baseless, and I will prove this beyond the sound and fury of the media and digital courts."

Former British ambassador to the U.S. Peter Mandelson on Feb. 14 in London. (Chris J Ratcliffe/Reuters)


Mandelson, a former British ambassador to the United States, resigned from the Labour Party in early February and subsequently resigned from the House of Lords amid renewed scrutiny of his connection to Epstein. On Feb. 6, British police searched two properties linked to Mandelson as part of a misconduct investigation stemming from his ties to Epstein.
The fallout comes after the Financial Times reported on Justice Department documents that appear to show Epstein made payments totaling about $75,000 to accounts linked to Mandelson when he was a Labour member of Parliament in the early 2000s. The files include an undated photograph of a man who appears to be Mandelson in a T-shirt and underwear alongside an unidentified woman.
In a letter to Labour officials, Mandelson insisted that he had no record or recollection of the payments from Epstein and that the allegations "need investigating by me." But in addition to stepping down from the party, he wrote, "I want to take this opportunity to repeat my apology to the women and girls whose voices should have been heard long before now."
In September, Mandelson was dismissed as Britain's ambassador to Washington by Prime Minister Keir Starmer after communications emerged showing a closer relationship with Epstein than Mandelson had acknowledged.
McSweeney resigned from his role as British Prime Minister Keir Starmer's chief of staff amid mounting criticism over the appointment of Mandelson as British ambassador to the United States in December 2024, despite knowledge that Mandelson had a relationship with Epstein.
McSweeney said that when asked, he "advised the prime minister to make that appointment and I take full responsibility for that advice." He called the decision "wrong" and damaging to "our party, our country and trust in politics itself," in a public resignation statement.
Starmer, who is facing growing calls to resign as prime minister over Mandelson's appointment, has claimed that the former ambassador lied about how close he was to Epstein.

Former senator George Mitchell in 2023 in Belfast. (Christophe Ena/AP)


Mitchell, a former U.S. senator who represented Maine as a Democrat before serving as President Bill Clinton's envoy to Northern Ireland, is mentioned more than 300 times in the latest Justice Department document drop. Mitchell resigned as the honorary chairman of his namesake institute in early February. The leadership of the institute said in a statement that it agreed that "this is an appropriate time to initiate a thoughtful, responsible process to consider a potential name change."
The U.S.-Ireland Alliance also announced in February that its board of directors had unanimously agreed that its George J. Mitchell scholarship program "should no longer bear the former Senator's name," saying that the decision was made in response to new information that had come to light in the latest Epstein document release.
A spokesperson for Mitchell previously said the senator never suspected or had any knowledge of Epstein's illegal or inappropriate conduct with underage girls.
The new batch of Epstein documents included photographs that appeared to show Mountbatten-Windsor, the younger brother of King Charles III, crouched over a woman on the floor.
The documents also indicate that Mountbatten-Windsor, who has long denied any wrongdoing, provided confidential government materials to Epstein at a time when the former prince was representing the United Kingdom as a trade envoy. Among the shared files are briefing materials on Asian countries that Mountbatten-Windsor visited.
Mountbatten-Windsor was arrested· Thursday by U.K. police on suspicion of committing misconduct in public office, but the specifics of the allegations against him were not immediately clear and a police statement did not mention Epstein.
The king said in a statement that he had learned of the news with "the deepest concern," adding that "the law must take its course" and promising the royal family's full cooperation.
Mountbatten-Windsor had faced consequences previously regarding his ties to Epstein -- he was  stripped of his royal titles and ordered to vacate the Royal Lodge. He officially moved out of the residence this month. And, after revelations from the latest batch of files, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer suggested that Mountbatten-Windsor should testify before the U.S. Congress about his links to Epstein.
Ross, an influential figure in the contemporary art world, resigned from his position as the chair of the master's degree program in art practice at the School of Visual Arts in New York following revelations about his friendship with Epstein, first revealed by ARTnews.
Among their email exchanges was a 2009 thread in which Ross appeared to support Epstein when the financier told him he was thinking about funding an art exhibition entitled "Statutory" that would display images of "girls and boys ages 14 - 25, where they look nothing like their true ages."
The School of Visual Arts said in a statement to The Post that it was aware of the correspondence between Ross and Epstein and that the college accepted Ross's resignation on Feb. 3.
Ross told ARTnews in an email that after learning of Epstein's 2008 jailing in Florida, he believed Epstein's claim that "he had been the subject of a political frame-up because of his support of former President Clinton."
"When the reality of his crimes became clear, I was mortified and remain ashamed that I fell for his lies," he continued, adding that he continues to be "appalled by his crimes and remain deeply concerned for its many victims."

Then-White House counsel Kathryn Ruemmler in 2013 at FBI Headquarters in Washington. (Charles Dharapak/AP)


Ruemmler, an Obama White House lawyer, is resigning from her role as the chief legal officer and general counsel of Goldman Sachs following months of reports about her friendly exchanges with Epstein.
"My responsibility is to put Goldman Sachs' interests first," Ruemmler, who has previously said she regrets ever knowing Epstein, said in a statement released last week. "Earlier today, I regretfully informed David Solomon of my intention to step down as Chief Legal Officer and General Counsel of Goldman Sachs as of June 30, 2026."
In email exchanges with Epstein in September 2014, days before then-Attorney General Eric H. Holder stepped down from his position, Ruemmler appeared to be weighing whether she should replace him at the Justice Department. At the time, she was widely reported to be a contender for the role.
The latest document drop also showed that after she left her White House role, Ruemmler received gifts from Epstein, including an Hermes handbag and a spa day at a Four Seasons Hotel.
Rubinstein, the chair of Sweden for UNHCR -- a fundraising foundation for the United Nations' refugee agency -- resigned after the recently unsealed documents revealed she visited Epstein on his private island in 2012.
"Joanna Rubinstein did indeed step down from her role on February 1st following media attention concerning events that took place long before she joined the Board of Sweden for UNHCR, and of which the organisation had no prior knowledge," Ulrika Belin, the group's director of communications, wrote in an email to The Post.
Rubinstein told Swedish publication Expressen that she "was aware of the verdict at the time of the visit" to Little Saint James, referring to Epstein's 2008 conviction.
"What has subsequently emerged about the extent of the abuse is appalling and something I strongly distance myself from," Rubinstein added.

New York Giants co-owner Steve Tisch after a news conference in 2020 in East Rutherford, N.J. (Frank Franklin II/AP)


The National Football League said that it would review communications between Tisch, who co-owns the New York Giants, and Epstein following the latest document release.
"We are going to look at all the facts, we are going to look at the context of those, we are going to try to understand that," NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said at a news conference in San Jose in early February, days before the Super Bowl.
Goodell stopped short of saying the league would formally investigate Tisch over the matter. He also said it was premature to evaluate whether Tisch will be disciplined under the league's personal conduct policy.
Tisch's name reportedly appeared at least 440 times in the more than 3 million documents. Epstein connected Tisch with numerous women, according to email exchanges first reported by the Athletic.
"We had a brief association where we exchanged emails about adult women, and in addition, we discussed movies, philanthropy, and investments," Tisch said in a statement last month. "I did not take him up on any of his invitations and never went to his island. As we all know now, he was a terrible person and someone I deeply regret associating with."
Wasserman is selling his talent agency after the emergence of flirtatious correspondence between himself and Ghislaine Maxwell in the latest batch of files, according to a memo from Wasserman to his agency's staff obtained by the Associated Press.
The document drop includes an email in which Wasserman expressed a desire to see Maxwell in a "tight leather outfit." In late 2021, Maxwell was convicted in federal court for her role in trafficking girls and is serving a 20-year prison sentence. The emails do not directly link Wasserman to Epstein himself and were sent in 2003.
The decision from Wasserman, who wrote to staff in the memo that he felt he had become a distraction, came after several entertainers announced their departures from the agency over his appearance in the files.
Wasserman expressed his deep regret over the correspondence, which he said took place "long before" Maxwell's crimes became known. "I never had a personal or business relationship with Jeffrey Epstein. As is well documented, I went on a humanitarian trip as part of a delegation with the Clinton Foundation in 2002 on the Epstein plane. I am terribly sorry for having any association with either of them," the statement read.
Ahead of Wasserman's role as chairman of the 2028 Los Angeles Summer Games, the executive board of the Olympics issued a statement saying that he will continue to chair the Games following a review of his past interactions with Epstein and Maxwell. "We found Mr. Wasserman's relationship with Epstein and Maxwell did not go beyond what has already been publicly documented," the statement said.
Michael Birnbaum, Aaron Schaffer, Leo Sands, Greg Miller, Mark Maske, Mary Ilyushina, Catherine Belton, Karla Adam and Steve Hendrix contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump's Black supporters tout minority gains during White House ceremony
Wednesday's Black History Month event marked a continued defense of a president who has made racial grievance a hallmark of his political ascent.

President Donald Trump speaks while former HUD secretary Ben Carson (center) and HUD Secretary Scott Turner stand onstage during a Black History Month event on Wednesday at the White House. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2026-02-19
President Donald Trump called on several Black Americans to tout his positive impact on minority well-being on Wednesday during the White House Black History Month celebration, including many who defended him from claims that Black people have languished during his tenure.
Ben Carson, one of the nation's most prominent Black conservatives, who Trump said would soon receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom, said Trump had not received enough credit for economic policies like opportunity zones that benefited Black Americans.
Arnetta Bradford said she was able to expand her coffee shop business in Hope, Arkansas, because Trump made no tax on tips the law of the land.
And Felicia Cook, a Washington, D.C., resident whose firstborn grandson was killed in 2017, defended Trump's National Guard deployment to the District.
"I don't want to hear nothing you got to say about that racist stuff," she said. "I'm standing up for somebody that deserves to be stand up for. Get off the man's back. Let him do his job. He's doing the right thing. Back up off of him. And Grandma said it."
Wednesday's event marked a continued defense of a president who has made racial grievance a hallmark of his political ascent, but who has said that colorblind policies are the only ones that will raise all Americans' fortunes. But this time, his argument was co-signed by a parade of Black faces and cheered by a roomful of minority allies.

Audience members during Wednesday's event at the White House. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Trump also spent some of the 45-minute appearance in the White House's East Room talking about the "big year" he had delivered for Black Americans. "I had the support of many people in this room, and we've got right now the hottest country and anywhere in the world," Trump said. "And you're a big part of it. And you're a big beneficiary."
Trump has long touted the gains he made with Black voters during the 2024 election, though the overwhelming majority of Black voters did not cast their ballots for Trump and the constituency's approval of his presidency has cooled in the past year. Trump won roughly 15 percent of the Black vote, the largest share of that constituency earned by a Republican in a quarter-century, and double his share from four years earlier. But since taking office, his approval rating among Black Americans has dropped.
Trump took aim at racial grievance shortly after assuming the presidency for a second time, signing a pair of executive orders that curtailed diversity, equity and inclusion programs in the federal government and in education.
And Trump has used race-based attacks to demean his political opponents, including some who were historic firsts. During the 2024 presidential race, he questioned the racial identity of Vice President Kamala Harris, who was the first woman of Black and Indian ancestry to win a nationally elected office. And two weeks ago, Trump posted a video on social media that featured the first Black president, Barack Obama and his wife, as apes. The White House defended the post as "fake outrage" before it was ultimately deleted. Trump declined to apologize over the video.
On Wednesday, Trump touted the number of Black supporters that he had both in the room and across the United States. Among them: boxers Sugar Ray Leonard and Mike Tyson, who was "so loyal, always been loyal." He said running back and former Senate candidate Herschel Walker was a vocal ally, and fullback Jim Brown, who died in 2023, was a strong but silent one.
Trump also said he wanted to pay his "highest respect" to the Rev. Jesse Jackson, who died Tuesday. "I knew him well, long before becoming president, and he really was special with lots of personality, grit and street smarts."
In a Black History Month proclamation, the White House said Trump's political opponents had used race as a cudgel between Americans.
"For decades, the progressive movement and far-left politicians have sought to needlessly divide our citizens on the basis of race, painting a toxic and distorted and disfigured vision of our history, heritage, and heroes," the proclamation said. "This month, however, we do not celebrate our differences."
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Politics
Hegseth invited Christian nationalist Doug Wilson to preach at Pentagon
The self-described "paleo-Confederate" has argued that wives should submit to their husbands, women should be denied the vote and Christian enslavers were on "firm scriptural ground."

(Dominic Gwinn/Middle East Images/AFP via Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang | 2026-02-18

Pastor Doug Wilson speaks at the National Conservatism Conference in Washington in September. (Dominic Gwinn/AFP/Getty Images)


Christian nationalist pastor Doug Wilson, who has argued that wives should submit to their husbands, women should be denied the vote and Christian enslavers were on "firm scriptural ground," led a worship service at the Pentagon this week at the invitation of Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.
An image of Hegseth praying with the self-described "paleo-Confederate," posted by the Defense Department on social media, drew rebukes from critics.
"Doug Wilson routinely mocks the pope and the Catholic Church," the Catholic writer and Democratic operative Christopher Hale wrote on X. "It's beyond shameful that [Hegseth] allowed him to lead taxpayer-funded anti-Catholic worship services."
The Pentagon defended Wilson's appearance.
"Secretary Hegseth, along with millions of Americans, is a proud Christian and was glad to welcome Pastor Wilson to the Pentagon yesterday," spokeswoman Kingsley Wilson said in a statement.
In a 15-minute sermon Tuesday, Wilson said Hegseth had invited him to speak. Wilson said they were praying for "a black swan revival," or another great awakening of Christianity in the United States.
"God can do what he likes -- and as we should know by now, what He likes to do is to take the most unlikely materials and do something glorious with it," Wilson told an auditorium of military personnel. "Take a prayer meeting at the Pentagon for a possible example. Many stranger things have happened."
Wilson co-founded the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches, Hegseth's denomination, and leads its flagship Christ Church in Moscow, Idaho. Women in CREC are barred from leadership positions.
Hegseth has previously praised and amplified Wilson. Last year, he reposted a video in which Wilson said he would "like to see the world be a Christian world" with the comment "All of Christ for All of Life."
Wilson has described his politics as "slightly to the right" of the Confederate Gen. Jeb Stuart. He has said Muslim and Hindu immigrants are coming into the United States "in a parasitic way"; ideally, he has said, they would be "assimilated" into a Christian society.
When he opened a church in Washington last year, he told CNN it was part of his plan to make the U.S. a Christian nation.
Critics have questioned Hegseth's elevation of Christianity within the Defense Department. The secretary instituted monthly prayer meetings at the Pentagon last May.
Fred Wellman, a West Point graduate and 20-year Army veteran running for Congress from Missouri, called Wilson's appearance this week an "unconstitutional and extreme attack" on the First Amendment.
"Hegseth is using his official position to make his religion the official one of the Department of Defense using official facilities, communications channels and personnel," he wrote on X. "This must end and must be investigated."
Kingsley Wilson, the Pentagon spokeswoman, said "the Christian faith is woven deeply into the fabric of our nation."
Gen. George Washington prayed for his troops at Valley Forge, she said, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt gave Bibles to U.S. troops in World War II and encouraged them to read it.
"Despite the Left's efforts to remove our Christian heritage from our great nation," she said, "Secretary Hegseth is among those who embrace it."
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White House
White House taps Jay Bhattacharya, CDC critic, to lead agency for now
The co-author of the Great Barrington Declaration, which rebuked CDC's response to the coronavirus pandemic, will oversee the nation's leading public health agency.

National Institutes of Health Director Jay Bhattacharya is now set to lead the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on an acting basis. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun, Lauren Weber, Carolyn Y. Johnson | 2026-02-18
Jay Bhattacharya, a top Trump administration health official and an outspoken critic of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's response to the coronavirus pandemic, will lead the CDC on an acting basis, according to four people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe personnel moves.
Bhattacharya, who will continue his role as director of the National Institutes of Health, replaces Jim O'Neill, who had served as the CDC's acting director. O'Neill, who had also served as the deputy secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, will be nominated to run the National Science Foundation after he declined a potential ambassadorship to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, two of the people said.
The installation of Bhattacharya at the CDC is the latest move by the White House and Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to shake up HHS's leadership team ahead of the midterms, as the Trump administration seeks to stabilize a department rattled by internal fights and controversial messages.
The New York Times first reported that Bhattacharya would serve as the acting head of CDC, which is charged with protecting Americans from health threats and issues recommendations on vaccines and other public health matters. Trump officials have said they are planning to find a full-time CDC director, a post that requires Senate confirmation. Susan Monarez, who was confirmed as CDC director in July, was ousted less than a month later after clashing with Kennedy over his plans to change vaccine policies.
Bhattacharya, a Stanford University physician and economist, rose to prominence during the pandemic by arguing that the government's response to the outbreak was too harsh, a stance that put him at odds with public health leaders who said his proposals would imperil the most vulnerable Americans. He co-wrote the Great Barrington Declaration, which was published in October 2020 and called for an end to coronavirus shutdowns. The declaration drew rebukes from government officials -- a clash that ultimately boosted his profile and helped draw the support of Kennedy, a fellow critic of the government's pandemic response.
"The CDC peddled pseudo science in the middle of a pandemic," Bhattacharya wrote on X in 2024, criticizing agency leaders' past claim that widespread masking could end the coronavirus outbreak.
As CDC's acting head, Bhattacharya is poised to oversee the agency's vaccine recommendations, which have emerged as a political flash point as Kennedy has worked to roll them back over the objections of public health leaders. A KFF poll published this month found that 47 percent of U.S. adults now trust CDC for reliable information on vaccines, down from 85 percent in early 2020.
Bhattacharya has said he supports vaccination for childhood diseases.
"I think the best way to address the measles epidemic in this country is by vaccinating your children for measles," Bhattacharya said at a Senate hearing this month.
Bhattacharya and other NIH leaders in January also published a commentary in the journal Nature Medicine that criticized the public health response to the pandemic led by other agencies.
"Many of the recommended policies, including lockdowns, social distancing, school closures, masking, and vaccine mandates, lacked robust confirmatory evidence and remain the subject of debate regarding their overall benefits and unintended consequences," they wrote. "Where enforced, vaccine mandates contributed to decreased public confidence in routine voluntary immunizations."

As NIH director, Bhattacharya has served as one of Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s top deputies. (Annabelle Gordon/For The Washington Post)
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The Post's View
Another White House tariff tantrum
Americans pay the bulk of Trump's import taxes. White House adviser Kevin Hassett shoots the messenger.

Director of the National Economic Council Kevin Hassett speaks with reporters at the White House on Oct. 24, 2025. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-19
Having access to more information is a good thing -- especially if you're the National Economic Council director whose ability to do the job relies on data. But White House economic advisor Kevin Hassett would prefer· to "discipline" researchers whose calculations are inconvenient for the Trump administration's defense of tariffs.
Last week the Federal Reserve Bank of New York posted an analysis of how Trump's tariff hikes affected prices in 2025. U.S. border taxes stood at 2.6 percent at the beginning of the year and 13 percent at the end. Who pays them? According to the study, the bulk of the tariff cost -- 86 percent in November -- was borne by U.S. importers. Foreign exporters adjusted their prices only modestly.
Hassett wasn't pleased with the analysis, which was authored by Federal Reserve staff and a Columbia University economics professor. "It's, I think, the worst paper I've ever seen in the history of the Federal Reserve system," he said on CNBC Wednesday. "The people associated with this paper should presumably be disciplined, because what they've done is they've put out a conclusion which has created a lot of news that's highly partisan based on analysis that wouldn't be accepted in a first-semester econ class."
In fact, the finding -- that taxing something raises its cost -- is consistent with not only Econ 101 but other professional research on how tariffs affect prices. Isn't the point of tariffs, after all, to raise the price of foreign goods so Americans will buy domestic goods instead?
The Trump administration sometimes shows flashes of candor about how tariffs affect business. Just this week U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer admitted to the same news channel that tariffs burden U.S. companies. "We've heard stories of companies that have had to hire extra people for compliance," he said. "We're not trying to have people do so much bean counting they're not running their company correctly."
Trump passed over Hassett for Federal Reserve chair, and that's looking like a wise choice. The economist's outburst underscores the importance of Fed independence, which the Trump administration has tried to curtail. White House control of the Fed would not only allow the president to manipulate interest rates but also suppress politically inconvenient economic research.
Tariffs are taxes on U.S. businesses and consumers. It's telling that instead of defending the taxes as necessary and worthwhile, the White House tries to shoot the messenger.
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Opinions
Incredibly, men are still wearing 'the George Washington'
The nation's first president paved the way for the navy blazer and khaki pants.

(Johanna Goodman/For The Washington Post)


By Chloe Chapin | 2026-02-19
Chloe Chapin is a costume designer, fashion historian and the author of "Suitable: The Sartorial Revolution and the Fashioning of Modern Men."
Like migratory birds, they arrive every spring. The legs of the males are pale tan, while the torso is a dark blue. They congregate all summer, and while some remain year-round, many will retreat when the leaves turn colors.
I'm talking, of course, about American men dressed in khakis and navy blazers. They're staples at weddings and church services, and they stalk offices that are still formal enough for a "casual Friday" dress code. As a historian, I see them when they flood the summer academic conferences in a sea of attire I call the "semiformal humanities."
In the summer, this look might be worn with a white polo shirt and casual loafers. In the fall, button-down shirts and neckties return, joined by oxfords and sweaters as the weather turns cold. Eventually, the tan cotton khakis are replaced with charcoal wool slacks for the winter, only to remerge in the spring.
But why, out of all possible color combinations, does the American man gravitate to blue blazers and khaki pants? It turns out, this style has its roots in the American Revolution -- a fashion that united the nation.
Of all the achievements history has attributed to George Washington, it's remarkable that he hasn't yet been credited for his fashion sense, since the two most long-lasting styles in modern menswear can be attributed to him.
As a young provincial officer in the British Army during the French and Indian War, Washington wore a blue coat with red facings, which he donned for a later portrait by Charles Willson Peale. This blue coat was a reminder of his resentment over being denied a full commission from the crown. When he couldn't wear the proper red coat of a British officer, he also didn't receive their status, recognition or paycheck.
Repeatedly passed over for promotions and snubbed by British-born officers for being unsophisticated, Washington fumed over being treated like a second-class citizen. In 1757, he complained in a letter to his commander, Robert Dinwiddie, "We cant conceive, that being Americans shoud deprive us of the benefits of British Subjects." Frustrated, the following year, he resigned his commission.
In July 1774, Washington and fellow Virginia planter George Mason drafted the Fairfax County Resolves, a radical statement of constitutional rights and rejection of Parliament's authority over the colonies. Later that September, they founded the Fairfax Independent Company, a volunteer militia to enforce the principles of the resolves.
Washington still considered himself a loyal subject of the British crown, though staunchly opposed to the treatment the colonies were receiving under the Tory regime and its prime minister, Frederick, Lord North. When it came time to choose uniform colors for the new company, Washington picked buff and blue because they were the colors of the Whigs, the British political party that opposed the Tories.
Washington and Mason decreed the company would "meet at such Times & Places in this County ... dress'd in a regular Uniform of Blue, turn'd up with Buff; with plain yellow metal buttons, Buff Waist Coat & Breeches, & white Stockings."
In April 1775, less than a year after Washington announced the Fairfax resolves, skirmishes between colonial militia and the British army at Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts ignited the American Revolutionary War. In May, when Washington set off for Philadelphia to attend the Second Continental Congress, he wore his buff and blue uniform.
When the delegates chose Washington as commander in chief for the new Continental Army, he kept his own uniform design, which he wore for the remainder of the war.
Washington's military portraits showcase this uniform, including "General George Washington Resigning His Commission," the painting by John Trumbull that has hung in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda since 1824. Washington stands center; the two men behind him, Cols. Benjamin Walker and David Humphries, are dressed in the same style of uniform, adopted by his aides-de-camp to visually align themselves with the general.

In this painting by John Trumbull, George Washington resigns his position as general. (Universal Images Group/Getty Images)


In this painting, Trumbull also depicted men wearing buff and blue in civilian dress, referencing Washington's uniform. The man sitting directly to Washington's left is future president James Monroe. The man to the far left is Thomas Mifflin, who had served as aide-de-camp to Washington. Though dressed differently in this painting, another early adopter of the buff and blue was Thomas Jefferson: Portraits of him painted while he served as the minister to France and then as the secretary of state depict him in a blue coat and a gold waistcoat.
Americans weren't the only adopters of buff and blue. In 1782, while the conflict in America waged on, the British member of Parliament Charles James Fox wore a blue coat and buff waistcoat to a meeting of Parliament. He chose these colors to annoy the Tories, whom the Whigs blamed for the disastrous war. In his memoirs, Sir Nathaniel William Wraxall noted that Fox's dress "constituted the distinguishing badge or uniform of Washington and the American insurgents," showing that its new political symbolism was well-understood by contemporaries.
The French also associated buff and blue with Americans and democracy. On July 12, 1789, two days before the storming of the Bastille, French journalist Camille Desmoulins leaped onto a table in the garden of the Palais Royal, urged the crowd to take up arms and coaxed them to adopt cockades as a symbol of their own revolution. He asked the crowd if they would prefer "green, the color of hope," or the "blue of Cincinnatus," referring to Washington; the color by then was understood to be a symbol of American liberty and democracy. Washington had turned a color of politics and diplomacy into a campaign for freedom.
Though the English and French initially connected buff and blue to Washington and Jefferson, the style eventually lost its overtly political register and became just another style, followed because fashionable people followed it.
Between the popularity of plain material and the connection to Washington and democracy, buff and blue solved an ongoing problem for men in the early American republic. Previously, they had struggled to balance an independence from sartorial distinction with the provincial desire to be recognized as equals. Buff and blue helped American men construct a new form of masculinity that was both revolutionary and that of a fashionably republican gentleman.
When revolution became fashionable, so too did revolutionary fashions.
Perhaps one reason that khaki pants and navy blazers are still so popular among Americans is that it subtly conjures a simpler time, before politics were splintered into parties, when we were united behind the cause of the buff and blue.
This summer, when the nation hosts barbecues in honor of the country's 250th anniversary, Americans can raise their light beers, hot dogs and strawberry shortcakes to George Washington. He leaves behind a complicated legacy, but he got many things right. He prioritized America's welfare over his personal interests. He warned against the dangers of political factions, and he cautioned the country to maintain a limit on executive power. Between his character and his costume, Washington was more than a Founding Father -- he was America's first fashion icon.
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Opinions
Liberals exploited public housing. That must stop.
At HUD, we're seeking changes to make sure federally funded housing goes to its intended recipients.

(Illustration by Washington Post staff/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Scott Turner | 2026-02-18
Scott Turner is the secretary of housing and urban development.
Mixed-status households. Ineligible noncitizens. Public housing. These three phrases were never intended to coexist under one federally subsidized roof. And yet, under current loopholes, they do. Proof of citizenship is not required.
Eligibility for public housing should not be negotiable. That's why the Department of Housing and Urban Development is proposing a new rule to finally enforce Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980. The proposed rule demands eligibility documentation for every individual living in HUD-funded housing, ending the era of illegal aliens and other ineligible noncitizens exploiting public housing resources.
Previous administrations turned a blind eye to enforcing Section 214. The law is clear: Housing assistance must only go to eligible individuals. This requirement exists to protect the families and taxpayers who fund the nation's welfare system. It draws a hard line.
Liberal officials at both the federal and state level purposefully blurred and weakened the law by allowing some applicants for HUD assistance to simply sign a declaration of citizenship without requiring any documentation or proof. The law was further eroded when liberals allowed ineligibles to get away with living in HUD-subsidized housing as part of a mixed-status household. That means ineligible individuals, including illegal aliens, could benefit from HUD assistance if just one member of their family in the household was eligible or signed a declaration of citizenship with no proof.
The consequences are measurable. A recent HUD and Department of Homeland Security audit of all assisted households identified nearly 200,000 tenants with incomplete or unknown eligibility verification. Furthermore, HUD estimates that roughly 24,000 ineligible individuals are exploiting the mixed-status household loophole and currently residing in HUD-subsidized housing. These individuals were permitted to live in HUD-assisted housing without providing any verification of their eligibility. The result of liberal regulatory policies was an erosion of Section 214 itself.
These were not isolated clerical oversights, they were manufactured by administrations that systematically neglected American families. Neglecting the law had terrible consequences. The pain wasn't felt by politicians and bureaucrats on Pennsylvania Avenue. It was felt by the millions of Americans on housing wait lists across the country.  The mother working overtime to keep her children housed, the veteran fighting to rebuild civilian life and the senior counting every dollar at the kitchen table. As is true on our border, when the law is not enforced, the results are predictable. This is not about politics; it is about stewardship.
HUD will restore accountability and ensure that American citizens are the priority.
According to preliminary HUD data, enforcing Section 214 as written could redirect an estimated $218 million to American families who qualify and have patiently waited for years for a safe and affordable place to live.
The Trump administration has made historic progress to restore law and order at every level of government. The integrity of our border and the integrity of our public housing programs both depend on upholding the law.
HUD's proposed rule enforcing Section 214 is part of our broader campaign to crack down on illegal and ineligible aliens siphoning public assistance from the American people. We terminated access to FHA-insured mortgages for individuals who do not meet lawful residency requirements. We announced a crime hotline for residents in HUD-funded housing to report illegal aliens and other criminals. And we have strengthened law-enforcement coordination with DHS to stop the flow of funds to illegals.
President Donald Trump promised welfare reform to restore common sense, and that is exactly what HUD is doing.
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Opinions
Something else is slipping away with Jesse Jackson
The civil rights icon was an agent for chaos and change.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson at a campaign rally for Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) in 2020 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Kathleen Parker | 2026-02-19
The Rev. Jesse Jackson's death surprised me with sadness. Though we didn't really know each other, he and I intersected enough through decades of American history that I felt like I'd lost yet another friend in a time of shortening days.
I became aware of Jackson, a son of my home state of South Carolina, in 1968 when Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis. Jackson, then 26, was at his side and has been a cultural and political constant ever since.
Throughout the '70s, a decade I spent largely in university libraries, Jackson earned headlines pushing for social justice in poor, Black neighborhoods and organized boycotts to pressure corporations to hire African Americans. He flourished in a melee of youthful discontent. The women's liberation movement and protests against the Vietnam War coalesced with civil rights into a juggernaut of radical change. No one was immune to the chaos that Jackson helped create.
In 1984, I sat up straight when Jackson delivered his historic Rainbow Coalition speech at the Democratic National Convention in San Francisco. Watching from home, where I was confined to bed rest for the final three months of my pregnancy, I was mesmerized when Jackson declared, "Our flag is red, white and blue, but our nation is a rainbow -- red, yellow, Brown, Black and White -- and we're all precious in God's sight."
Amen, brother.
Before the 1984 convention, disappointed that I wouldn't be able to attend and further sidelined by my beat as food and wine writer for the Mercury News in San Jose, I was determined to produce a timely byline. But how could I squeeze a political story out of a food beat? I landed on a silly but salable idea: If we are what we eat, shouldn't we know what aspiring presidents consume?
My first call was to Jackson's home in Chicago. I nearly fell off the sofa when Jackson's wife, Jacqueline Jackson, picked up. When I explained my idea, she was all in. Jackson's favorite food was fried chicken, she told me. His favorite snack was raisins. And his favorite dessert was chocolate cake. When I asked for her cake recipe, she said, "I don't use a recipe. I just throw in a handful of this and a handful of that." Our conversation ended with her promise to trace her hand on a piece of paper and tell me approximately how many of those hands I'd need to replicate the dessert. She not only drew me her hand, but included her fingernails, knuckles and her wedding ring. It was a work of art, which we published along with the "recipe."
I saw Jackson a few more times through the years, attending his speeches the way others attended rock concerts. In June 1999, I was in France when I learned that Jackson would be speaking at the American University of Paris. By then, he had become a global figure, chatting up dictators, securing hostage releases and leapfrogging from crisis to crisis. Just the month before, he had secured the release of three American soldiers from captivity by Yugoslav forces.
At the top of his game, surrounded by media and protesters, Jackson arrived 30 minutes late to the university venue where 150 people were futilely fanning themselves in the stifling heat of a building without AC.
He swept into the room like a deity searching for a pedestal. I shouldn't have been surprised that the once-humble civil rights organizer would embrace his own myth. Most politicians do. Moreover, Jackson had telegraphed his elevated self-image in a 1983 Associated Press profile in which Sharon Cohen wrote that he saw himself walking "the lonely, dusty road of the prophets" sent forth like Jesus, Gandhi and King "to show others the way out of the wilderness."
If he wasn't a prophet, his acolytes treated him as such. Sermonizing from the lectern, Jackson was sweating profusely. Every gesture sent rivulets of sweat spattering to the floor, whereupon a Jackson aide would scuttle crablike to the spot and, with eucharistic reverence, wipe up the reverend's sacred secretions. This comical scene replayed throughout the speech, which I don't recall at all.
Our last intersection was a decade later in New York, where we were guests at a dinner hosted by United Nations ambassador Susan Rice. Jackson stood apart, watching the swarm of younger notables. Sensing our mutual invisibility, I wandered over, introduced myself and shared memories of our accidental encounters. He was gracious, humble and seemed grateful. He asked if I would pose for a picture with him. I said it would be an honor.
My sadness isn't only for Jackson but also for the end of an era that, for all its fraught moments, aimed for a more just society and an elevated purpose that called upon our better angels. I'm afraid those angels may have been Jackson's advance team and have taken flight with him. Rest in peace, Rev. Jackson. You're in the best company now.
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The Post's View
What Stephen Colbert's spat with CBS is really about
The Colbert-CBS spat is a reminder that Americans don't need the government to vet their entertainment. 

Texas Senate Democratic primary candidate James Talarico being interviewed on "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert." (The Late Show with Stephen Colbert/via YouTube)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-19
The Trump presidency ought to be an education for progressives in the ways government overregulation can distort politics and business. For the latest example, see the spat between Stephen Colbert and his network, CBS, around the equal-time rule. The controversy might make for good ratings and fundraising appeals, but Congress could address the underlying issue simply by repealing the outdated regulation -- or eliminating the Federal Communications Commission altogether.
Passed by Congress as a part of the 1934 Communications Act, the equal-time rule says that if a broadcast station features a candidate for public office, it "shall afford equal opportunities to all other such candidates for that office." The FCC is charged with enforcing it. On Monday, Colbert said that CBS prohibited him from airing an interview with Texas Senate candidate James Talarico (D). He claimed the network's lawyers were worried about clashing with the FCC.
CBS told a different story. It said Colbert wasn't prohibited from airing the interview, but rather warned that it might "trigger the FCC equal-time rule for two other candidates, including Rep. Jasmine Crockett." Talarico, a state representative, and Crockett are the leading contenders for the Democratic nomination in the 2026 Texas Senate race. The network claimed it presented Colbert with "options for how the equal time for other candidates could be fulfilled."
On Tuesday night, Colbert rebuked the network again, but the finger-pointing misses the point of how a zombie regulation created this mess in the first place.
The government shouldn't be dictating the political content of late-night television -- or of any other entertainment Americans choose to consume. But that's exactly what the equal-time rule does. It is rooted in an entirely different technological landscape; in the early 20th century, scarce radio frequencies meant that the means of mass communication were limited. That's why Congress saw fit to try to mandate that all candidates got a hearing.
Since the advent of cable news and the internet, the possibilities for transmitting information and entertainment have exploded. Colbert's Talarico interview, for example, was posted on YouTube, where it already has more than 6 million views -- far more than it probably would have received if not for this controversy. Politicians can compete for attention without government help.
The equal-time rule hasn't been vigorously enforced in recent years, reflecting its obsolescence. But as with many outdated business regulations, Congress hasn't bothered to revoke it. The Trump FCC, headed by Chairman Brendan Carr, has eagerly taken the opportunity to tweak liberal media companies. Last month, it released a notice declaring that "a program that is motivated by partisan purposes, for example, would not be entitled to an exemption" from the equal-time rule. On Wednesday, Carr doubled down on his authority to enforce it.
This flap was made possible by overzealous regulation, which Congress could set aside at any time. The American people don't need bureaucrats to vet their news or entertainment, but that's exactly what the equal-time rule encourages. Keeping it in place is a political choice.
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The Post's View
The FDA's damage to medical innovation will be hard to repair
The regulator's about-face is welcome, but problems remain.

Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary at the White House on Oct. 16. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-19
Moderna is breathing a sigh of relief now that the Food and Drug Administration said on Wednesday that it will review the company's application for a new flu vaccine -- a dramatic reversal from the agency's refusal to do so just a week ago. But for the rest of the pharmaceutical industry, the damage might already be done.
Vinay Prasad, the FDA's top vaccine regulator, justified the initial decision not to review Moderna's application by claiming that the trial for its shot, which uses the same mRNA technology that made the covid-19 vaccines possible, was not "adequate and well-controlled" for participants older than 65. That was an about-face. The FDA said before the trial began that its design would be "acceptable."
Now the agency has relented. After meeting with Moderna, it agreed to split the application into two age groups to address its concerns, with Moderna agreeing to conduct a study on seniors who take the shot later, assuming it  isapproved.
All's well that ends well? Hardly. The brouhaha exposes two problems: The first is that pharmaceutical companies -- especially vaccine manufacturers -- can't be as confident they can jump through the FDA's hoops without regulators changing the ground rules mid-circus act. Drug trials are hugely expensive and take a lot of time, so this unpredictability discourages innovation.
The second problem is that the FDA has signaled that it might raise its threshold for approving vaccines. The regulator complained that Moderna's study should have compared its shot for seniors against a high-dose flu vaccine, which is recommended for the age group in the United States. But the trial was conducted in European countries where those stronger vaccines are harder to access. Moderna attempted to address this by conducting a separate, smaller trial specifically for that age group, but that wasn't good enough for the FDA.
The FDA has gone to great lengths in recent years to reduce this sort of red tape that merely slows down lifesaving medical innovations. Lamentably, it seems to be returning to its old ways under Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s leadership.
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Letters to the Editor
Should the U.S. slow AI's growth?
AI data centers, space solar energy, and the switch from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, in readers' eyes.

(Noah Berger/Reuters)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-02-19
The Feb. 12 editorial "Bernie Sanders's worst idea yet" rightly highlighted the imprudence of Sen. Bernie Sanders's (I-Vermont) "proposed moratorium on data center construction."
From someone who once proclaimed, "We should look to countries like Denmark, like Sweden and Norway, and learn from what they have accomplished for their working people," Sanders's proposal is a marked departure from how these countries manage burgeoning demand for data centers. Indeed, the Nordics are experiencing a "data center boom" and even Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson said he was excited by news that a $10 billion data center for artificial intelligence would be built in his hometown.
Data center construction and associated AI growth will be disruptive for American workers, but the solution is not "a government diktat" that will harm American productivity and progress. Instead, Sanders should advocate embracing the Nordic Model -- a system that pairs free-market capitalism with a robust welfare state. Such a model could mitigate the risks that data center construction portends for American workers and enable the U.S. to capitalize on AI-driven growth.
T. Michael Spencer, Washington
Kudos for the Feb. 12 editorial which called out Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) for wanting to ban new data centers and thereby halt artificial intelligence development.
The promise of AI, and the perils of living in a world where China leads in technology, should transcend partisan politics. Fortunately, both the Trump administration and the leaders of the Democratic Party disagree with Sanders on this issue.
In announcing a new House Democratic commission on AI on Dec. 9, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said America is positioned "to lead the world in artificial intelligence and pioneer potentially life-changing breakthroughs in medicine and other fields of human endeavor that will benefit humanity."
In his State of the State speech on Feb. 3, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) said, "The United States is locked in a battle for AI supremacy against China. I don't know about you, but I'd much rather the future be controlled by the United States of America and not communist China."
Though it's too much to expect that everyone will be on board with AI, that so many leaders are on board is a positive development.
Paul F. Steidler, Arlington
The writer is a senior fellow at the Lexington Institute.
The Feb. 12 editorial about Bernie Sanders distorted what the democratic socialist senator from Vermont and others are calling for, which is a responsible, thoughtful, democratic approach to a technology advancing faster than our institutions, laws and ethical frameworks can keep up with.
Artificial intelligence is already redefining labor markets, surveillance, education, health care and warfare. Pretending that such power should be left entirely to private corporations is an abdication of government responsibility.
The suggestion that businesses should simply be allowed to "develop organically" does not account for the fact that corporate success in the United States has long been underwritten by public funds. Big Business has grown through subsidies, tax breaks, deregulation and public investments.
The real questions are who gets to control AI, who gets to benefit from it and who bears the consequences if it fails.
Andy Shallal, Washington
The writer is founder and CEO of Busboys and Poets.
In the 1970s, while managing the Energy Department's renewable electricity programs, I was asked by NASA to fund a research and development effort on space solar power. I agree with Michelle L.D. Hanlon's Feb. 13 op-ed, "This technology could revolutionize electricity -- from space," that every step of collecting solar power in space, converting it to microwave energy that is then beamed through the atmosphere to ground station receivers and turned into electricity suitable for grid distribution, has been long successfully demonstrated.
The two problems that kept me from agreeing to NASA's request were the costs of putting large solar arrays in stable orbits around the Earth and the dangers associated with concentrating lots of power in the large arrays that would be required for cost-effective power generation.
Significant progress has been made in intervening years in reducing the costs of lifting materials into orbit, but the concentration concern persists. Given the vulnerability of orbiting objects to interference and even destruction by unfriendly forces, the risk of putting gigawatt arrays into space requires careful consideration. An alternate option is to place many smaller mobile solar power systems in orbit for specific applications such as support for remote locations or disaster relief. If the economics are now viable, it is an option worth considering.
Allan R. Hoffman, Reston
The writer is a retired senior analyst at the Energy Department.
Thomas V. DiBacco's Feb. 16 letter to the editor, "Presidents' Day doesn't exist," stated that George Washington "was born on Feb. 11, 1731, when the Julian calendar held sway. But in 1752, the Brits, and thus the American colonies, adopted the Gregorian calendar and Washington's birthday was moved one year and 11 days later to Feb. 22, 1732." This requires additional explanation.
Before 1752, New Year's Day in England was observed on March 25. Thus, Dec. 31, 1750, was followed by Jan. 1, 1750, and March 24, 1750, was followed by March 25, 1751.
Starting in 1752, this changed to the convention we use today: The day following Dec. 31, 1751, became Jan. 1, 1752.
So Washington's birthday was moved from the year 1731 to 1732, as if the new convention for New Year's had been in force the year he was born.
The change from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar occurred the day after Sept. 2, 1752, which became Sept. 14, 1752 (an 11-day correction from Sept. 3).
Bert Katz, Wheaton
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Opinions
Cartoon by Dana Summers
Dana Summers cartoon on Gavin Newsom and people leaving California.

(Dana Summers/Tribune Content Agency)


By Dana Summers | 2026-02-18

(Dana Summers/Tribune Content Agency)
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Opinions
A ground-floor Costco is proving what's broken in housing
 Thrive Living's partnership with Costco is the exception that proves the rule about what's broken in housing. 

(Illustration by Washington Post staff/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Brian Hanlon | 2026-02-19
Brian Hanlon is chief executive officer of California YIMBY.
Costco's $1.50 hot dog and soda combo is famous for its unwavering affordability -- unchanged since 1985. Costco subsidizes the combo to keep the price low but wins in the long run because customers who come for a cheap lunch end up leaving the store with full carts.
In an interesting twist, Costco's lesson about subsidizing select inventory in exchange for greater overall profit is being utilized by a housing developer in south Los Angeles. A new housing development, being built by Thrive Living in Baldwin Village, will offer 800 apartments, including 184 low-income units, with a Costco store on the ground level. But instead of bringing in more customers, the affordable apartments allow the development to avoid the cost and regulatory burdens of discretionary hearings, pointless environmental studies and procedural sabotage.
The arrangement allows Thrive Living to take advantage of a 2022 state law that fast-tracks housing projects on commercially zoned land if the development includes a certain percentage of affordable units. If a project meets the objective standards in the law, it gets approved without having to jump through hoops of red tape. Since Thrive Living is leasing ground-floor space to Costco, the developer can afford including the low-income units without state funds. This makes the development financially viable without years of political delays or the administrative burden of relying on government housing subsidies.
It's a clever hack, and has earned splashy headlines. But it is the exception that proves the rule about what's broken in housing policy. There are only so many commercial properties where profitable, ground-floor businesses can feasibly subsidize affordable housing in exchange for regulatory relief. In other words, Thrive Living can support low-income units without leaning on government support because the Costco lease is sufficiently profitable to cover any losses. Downstairs: subsidized hot dogs. Upstairs: subsidized homes.
Most home builders are not so lucky, and anti-housing politicians know it. Regulatory mandates for private housing subsidies are often the primary tool that local jurisdictions use to kill new housing developments altogether. And while mixed-used commercial and residential projects are a good idea, most residential land isn't zoned for this kind of project.
This matters because California's housing problem is, first and foremost, a supply problem. The question isn't how to engineer one-off deals that make a few hundred affordable homes possible. It's how to accelerate the construction of hundreds of thousands of homes per year, on predictable timelines, at costs that middle-class Californians can afford without subsidies.
Policymakers can take three steps to increase home construction and build more affordable housing.
First, reform zoning laws to increase housing supply without imposing new costs. Requiring developers to set aside below-market rate homes with no public subsidy functions as a tax on new housing. When that tax is high enough, developments don't get built, and prices stay high. Democratic state Sen. Scott Wiener's S.B. 79, which makes it easier to build multistory housing near transit stations, points in the right direction.
Second, the core insight of the 2022 legislation, authored by state assembly member Buffy Wicks (D), is correct: When housing meets objective, preestablished rules, approval should be automatic and administered by professional staff, not subject to the political whims of local councils. California has continued to refine this model. New York policymakers are now looking to reform their environmental review laws and accelerate housing construction, illustrating the growing political appetite for these reforms.
Third, reduce fees that drive up construction costs. Research by California YIMBY, the organization I lead and a sponsor of the legislation discussed above, found that local jurisdictions in the state charge the highest development impact fees in the nation: $21,703 per multifamily home on average, compared with a national average of $8,034. These fees swing from under $3,000 to over $60,000 per home. Cities call them cost recovery, but our research shows there's often little connection between the amount they charge for fees and the claimed expenditures. Instead, fees have become a politically expedient way to raise money by charging newcomers.
This is California's civic religion: Demand robust public services while capping property taxes on existing residents -- Proposition 13, adopted by California in 1978, remains the state's original housing sin -- and then make housing developers "pay" through a gantlet of per-unit charges and litigation risk.
If California wants parks, libraries, sewers -- and, yes, subsidized affordable homes -- it should fund them through broad-based, stable taxes, not by ransoming each marginal home with five- and even six-figure fees, and calling it urban planning.
The Golden State has learned hard housing lessons, but recent legislation reflects real progress. These bills are models that other housing-constrained states should study: Reform zoning laws to allow more types of affordable housing, streamline approvals through objective standards, and keep cost burdens low enough that housing actually gets built.
But the fee problem alone is enough to strangle the state's pro-housing momentum. The Costco project in Baldwin Village is a billboard-sized lesson. When the rules are straightforward and the approval is by-right, Californians can get more homes, faster, with affordability provided by the market.
The challenge is making that the norm, not the novelty -- and that means finishing the hard, boring work of bringing fees down to earth, and reforming zoning to increase density without new cost burdens.
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The Post's View
Mamdani's 'painful' tax admission
The next step is understanding that his city has a spending problem, not a revenue problem.

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani speaks to reporters about the city's finances during a news conference in New York on Tuesday. (Seth Wenig/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-02-18
New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani on Tuesday threatened "painful" tax hikes on millions of his constituents to close a city budget deficit. It's encouraging that the novice leader understands that his constituents feel overtaxed. The next step is understanding that his city has a spending problem, not a revenue problem.
During the campaign, Mamdani called for higher taxes to pay for his social spending, including by taxing "richer and whiter neighborhoods" more heavily. In office, he has lobbied lawmakers for a two-percentage-point hike on income tax for those making more than $1 million. He says this would help pay for "free" child care.
Yet on Tuesday, Mamdani admitted that his social programs aren't exactly free. If he wasn't able to soak high-earners further -- the top income tax rate in the city is already nearly 15 percent -- then he would punish millions of New Yorkers with property tax hikes. His 9.5 percent increase would hit some 3 million homes and more than 100,000 commercial buildings.
Even those tax hikes wouldn't be enough, and Mamdani also threatened to take nearly $1 billion from the rainy-day fund and $229 million from the Retiree Health Benefits Trust. So the idea is to pay for a recurring entitlement with one-off raids into the city's coffers?
Socialist utopia is expensive, but the new mayor didn't exactly inherit a frugal city. Mamdani is proposing a $127 billion budget, up $5 billion from last year. That's a city budget bigger than the state budgets of 47 states. Even the state government of Florida (population 23 million) spends less than New York City's. And the state still managed to attract hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers in recent years.
The reality is that Americans may like the idea of "free" stuff -- it's how socialists win elections -- but they are less excited about having to pay for it. They're even less excited when they live in a state that ranks at the very bottom of the Tax Foundation's State Tax Competitiveness Index.
"Someone earning a million dollars a year can afford to contribute $20,000 more," Mamdani claimed. Perhaps. But with one of the highest tax burdens in the nation already, many wealthy New Yorkers will join their peers who have left the state for a place that respects their contributions rather than perpetually denigrates them.
Hitting rich New Yorkers could generate some short-term fiscal gains, but in the long run revenue would become decidedly less predictable. Look no further than California, where a slew of billionaires are fleeing at the mere possibility of a wealth tax. They'll avoid the wealth tax -- and California will miss out on the billions that these individuals otherwise would have contributed before a wealth tax was even imposed.
More experienced Democrats in New York understand this. Gov. Kathy Hochul, no one's idea of a fiscal hawk, nevertheless instigated Mamdani's tantrum by refusing to go along with more tax hikes. The city council speaker and comptroller also have sway and are skeptical of new taxes.
Mamdani claims his administration has found $1.7 billion to cut, but that's a laughable number. The reality is that Mamdani is trying to expand a city government that already does way too much. The city should provide basic services, such as law and order, but instead it pours billions into social spending like housing and health care.
No one in New York is ambitious enough to dramatically reshape city government, and residents either vote for class warfare or vote with their feet. A reckoning will have to come eventually. The question is how bad it gets before reality sets in.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Showers this afternoon into Friday, then Sunday snow potential
Seasonable to mild conditions are with us through Saturday. A coastal storm on Sunday could deliver snow to parts of the Mid-Atlantic. 

Rock Creek Parkway on Tuesday. (Jeanette Cook/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-02-19
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Another gray one. Showers become more common during the afternoon and could be moderate for the evening commute.
What's next? A few additional showers possible through overnight, becoming more widespread again near sunrise Friday. Drier Friday afternoon to Saturday, then a coastal storm threatens rain and snow.
Today's daily digit -- 4/10: Fairly close to average for temperatures. I could use some sun. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Lots of clouds -- thickening as the day goes. Showers may become widespread during the afternoon into early evening, some of which could be briefly heavy. A touch cooler than Wednesday, overall, with highs mostly in the mid-40s to near 50. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers should tend to wane by later evening, but isolated activity is possible overnight, and redevelopment is a risk toward morning. Lows are near 40 to the lower 40s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Showers or a period of rain tends to focus on the morning, then we could see clearing through the afternoon. Some sunshine helps temperatures rise to about 50 or 55 for highs as the struggle between air masses continues. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Partly to mostly clear. Mainly upper 30s and lower 40s for lows. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Partial sunshine and moderate temperatures open the weekend. It's mainly low and mid-50s for highs on Saturday. Confidence: Medium
Much remains up in the air Sunday with a storm around. Scenarios range from a miss to the south, to a mix of light rain and snow, to heavy snow. The middle option seems preferred, for now. What happens will depend on the exact storm track and how rapidly and where the storm intensifies. Highs aren't too far from 40. If accumulating snow materializes, Sunday night offers the most opportunity as temperatures fall back to near freezing. Confidence: Medium
Chilly to start the workweek. Upper 30s to low 40s Monday and perhaps mainly in the 30s for Tuesday. Confidence: Medium
Snow potential index -- 3/10 (|): Still lots of uncertainty surrounding Sunday and Sunday night, but many weather models show some potential for wet snow, after a period of rain or mixed precipitation.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this date in 1979, a calendar-day record 14 inches of snow fell. Heavy snow had begun to fall the previous day, resulting in a storm total of 18.7 inches, the biggest snowfall since the Knickerbocker Snowstorm of 1922. Up to 26 inches buried the city's eastern suburbs. With 6 inches of snow on the ground before the storm, the snow cover in the Washington area ranged from 24 to 32 inches.
The area was paralyzed by the fast-hitting snowstorm, which was poorly predicted. Coincidentally, U.S. farmers were in town protesting for higher wages, and they used their tractors to help remove snow and rescue stranded motorists.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 49
	Average low: 33
	Record high: 74 (1939)
	Record low: 4 (1903)
	Record precipitation: 1.67 inches (1927)
	Record snowfall: 14.0 inches (1979)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Bowser declares Potomac sewage spill an emergency, seeks federal aid for cleanup
The administration of D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser hopes the move will free up federal funds to reimburse local authorities for repair and recovery costs. 

Temporary pipes divert sewage into the C&O Canal to repair the Potomac Interceptor, a six-foot-wide wastewater pipe, which collapsed in January. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Jenny Gathright, Dana Hedgpeth | 2026-02-19
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) declared the Potomac River sewage spill a public emergency Wednesday and requested federal assistance with cleanup as the Trump administration continued to criticize local leaders for allegedly mishandling the environmental disaster.
Bowser also requested a presidential disaster declaration, and she asked the federal government to reimburse the D.C. government and D.C. Water for all costs associated with the spill and recovery effort.
"This is the best way to ensure that we have the full weight of resources that quite frankly the residents deserve," Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Lindsey Appiah said in a news conference.
The spill began in mid-January, when part of a major D.C. Water sewage pipeline called the Potomac Interceptor collapsed, flooding the Potomac River with about 234 million gallons of wastewater. The sewer line carries about 60 million gallons of wastewater daily from the Virginia and Maryland suburbs to D.C. for treatment.
The cause of the collapse is still under investigation.
Officials with D.C. Water, the public utility responsible for water and sewage in the region, have said drinking water remains safe to drink. But officials have issued warnings for people and pets to stay out of the water near the spill site and downstream in D.C.
The moves by Bowser come as President Donald Trump has insulted local leaders in recent days for allegedly mishandling the spill. In a Truth Social post Tuesday, Trump said D.C., Maryland and Virginia officials "must get to work, IMMEDIATELY" to address the sewage spill. "If they can't do the job, they have to call me and ask, politely, to get it fixed," he said.
Trump has directed much of his ire at Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D), saying "he's not doing the job." Moore has said Maryland officials responded quickly after the leak, and said the Environmental Protection Agency refused to participate in a hearing last week on the cleanup.
Maryland Republicans also tried to lean on Moore to accept federal help. State Del. Matthew Morgan (R-St. Mary's) wrote in a social media post Wednesday: "... if the EPA has offered full support from the start and you haven't asked them to take the lead, what are you waiting for? Raw human sewage is spilling into the Potomac."
The spill occurred at a confluence of federal and local jurisdiction. D.C. Water, which serves residents in D.C., Maryland and Virginia, controls the pipeline that collapsed. The sewage flowed into Maryland waters before going downstream into the District. Federal land operated by the National Park Service surrounds the spill site.

Workers walk along the Clara Barton Parkway during the repair of the Potomac Interceptor on Feb. 18.  (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)



A sign warns of dangerous water as sewage is diverted into the C&O Canal to repair the interceptor. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


Earlier Wednesday, D.C. Water CEO David L. Gadis and members of his leadership team visited the White House to meet with officials there. "It is my understanding the District Government, EPA, FEMA and other agencies were represented as well," D.C. Water spokesperson John Lisle said in an email.
The sewage spill also was a topic during an afternoon briefing with White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt, who advised leaders in Maryland, Virginia and D.C. to make a formal request to the president so that he declare an emergency. "That's part of the legal process to move forward," Leavitt said.
Bowser's request to Trump came hours later.
Appiah said Wednesday evening that the mayor's declaration and request was D.C.'s path toward securing more resources for recovery from the spill -- and better coordinating the various local and federal agencies with jurisdiction over the river and spill site.
D.C. Water activated an emergency bypass system within about a week of the spill, but full repairs to the pipeline and other recovery efforts will take much longer. The vast majority of the wastewater from the spill -- all but 1.5 million gallons -- entered the river between Jan. 19 and Jan. 28 as that bypass system was being set up, according to D.C. Water officials.
The pipeline is about 60 years old and was targeted for repairs well before the spill; a fix at the very site that collapsed had been scheduled for this summer, D.C. Water officials said.
Lisle said the emergency response to construct the bypass system, prepare the canal, do excavation work and repair the pipe is expected to cost about $10 million. He said those costs would be "allocated between the different users of the pipe."
When asked this week, officials at the utility declined to specify whether residents in the region would see their water bills increase to pay for the recovery efforts.
Bowser wrote in her letter to Trump that she was seeking to avoid such rate hikes, asking for "100% reimbursement ... such that emergency response, repair, and remediation costs are not incurred by ratepayers in any impacted state or the District."
D.C. is calling for "regular interagency coordination calls" between the various federal, state and local entities involved in the repair and recovery effort.
Appiah also said Wednesday that the District was hoping federal assistance could help the city's environmental department test water quality in the river more frequently; the department has been testing weekly but hopes to test daily, she said.
Initial testing after the spill revealed high levels of E. coli and Staphylococcus aureus, the bacteria that causes Staph infections, in water near where the pipeline burst, according to scientists from the University of Maryland and researchers with the Potomac Riverkeeper Network. E. coli levels were found to be more than 10,000 times above EPA recreational water quality standards.
Testing in recent days has shown E. coli levels meeting recreational standards downstream in D.C., though city officials still advise residents to avoid touching the river as those numbers could fluctuate.
D.C. officials are also requesting longer-term federal funding and assistance with drinking water projects and with D.C. Water's Clean Rivers Project, an ongoing and massive effort that aims to reduce sewer overflows into local waterways.
Each year, rainwater brings hundreds of millions of gallons of combined sewer overflows into the city's rivers. With additional tunnel construction and other efforts, D.C. Water still hopes to make the Potomac safe for swimming by 2030.
"We've been asking for the Environmental Protection Agency to step up and show some leadership on this issue and hold D.C. Water accountable," said Potomac Riverkeeper Dean Naujoks. "If this comes from that, then that's a good thing. I also think it's going to lead to more federal dollars for the Potomac River, and that's a good thing, too."
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Teen arrested after approaching U.S. Capitol with loaded shotgun
An 18-year-old accused of running toward the West Front of the U.S. Capitol carrying a loaded shotgun Tuesday allegedly told police he was "just there to talk to a Member of Congress," according to a court filing.

Security footage shows suspect Carter Camacho holding a firearm and running toward the Capitol on Feb. 17. (US Capitol Police)


By Jasmine Golden, Dana Hedgpeth | 2026-02-19
An 18-year-old accused of running toward the West Front of the U.S. Capitol carrying a loaded shotgun and additional rounds this week allegedly told police he was "just there to talk to a Member of Congress," according to a court filing.
Carter Camacho, of Smyrna, Georgia, appeared in federal court Wednesday, one day after he was taken into custody by U.S. Capitol Police officers.
No injuries were reported after the Tuesday incident. Congress is not in session this week.
Camacho, who has been charged with unlawful possession of a firearm on Capitol grounds or buildings, remains held, the D.C. U.S. attorney's office said.
The incident started around noon Tuesday when a white Mercedes-Benz SUV parked in the 100 block of Maryland Avenue SW, Capitol Police Chief Michael G. Sullivan said at a news briefing. A man, later identified as Camacho, who was wearing a tactical vest and tactical gloves got out of the vehicle with a shotgun and began running toward the Capitol.
CCTV footage caught Camacho in "apparent body armor and camouflage-style clothing" running and carrying the firearm, police said in the complaint. Police say Camacho approached the south steps on the West side of the Capitol before climbing the stairs.
The complaint states that a uniformed Capitol Police officer questioned Camacho about what he was holding. Camacho allegedly lifted his right arm, with which he was holding the firearm.
Sullivan said Tuesday that Capitol Police officers, with their firearms drawn, ordered Camacho to drop the weapon and he "immediately complied." He then laid down on the ground and was taken into custody.
The weapon was identified as a 12-gauge shotgun, "loaded with seven rounds in the tube and one in the chamber," according to the complaint. The safety of the shotgun was off and police found 17 additional rounds of ammunition in a carrier attached to the weapon, the filing states.
Officers found a Kevlar helmet and a gas mask in the vehicle, according to Sullivan. In the court filing, police said officers also found a "fixed blade knife" on the ground near the Mercedes and in Camacho's path of travel.

Camacho, who has been charged with unlawful possession of a firearm on Capitol grounds or buildings, remains held, the D.C. U.S. attorney's office said. (US Capitol Police)


Capitol Police initially charged Camacho with unlawful activities, carrying a rifle without a license, unregistered firearm and unregistered ammunition. Those charges were not filed in D.C. Superior Court.
The 18-year-old has multiple addresses, Sullivan said. The vehicle, which was found in front of the U.S. Botanic Garden, was not registered to him. Police did not say where the vehicle was registered.
The Threat Assessment section of the Capitol Police is investigating the motive. Efforts to reach relatives of Camacho were unsuccessful.
Tuesday's incident came a few months after officers took part in an active-shooter exercise on the West Front, Sullivan said. He said officers do such exercises every month, and "that's why we do it."
Sullivan commended Capitol Police officers and said, "Who knows what could have happened if we would not have had officers standing guard like they do every single day."
People trying to visit the U.S. Botanic Garden early Tuesday afternoon were prevented from entering by yellow caution tape cordoning off the area.
Capitol Police officers began removing the tape just before 1:30 p.m.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Mild with some rain late Thursday into Friday; Sunday snow?
Sunday is a low-confidence forecast with anything from a little rain to accumulating snow in play.

A foggy Tuesday morning in Burke, Virginia. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston | 2026-02-18
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Mostly cloudy through the night. We could see some more fog develop late at night and into the morning. Lows settle to an upper 30s and low 40s zone.
What's next? Highs continue mainly in the 50s through Saturday with a fair number of clouds. Some rain is likely late Thursday into Friday. Sunday is a low-confidence forecast, with anything from a little rain to accumulating snow in play.
Snow and ice in the region are much diminished given our recent and extended thaw, but the area is still dealing with impacts of stuck cold air. Cold ground and water are making it harder to get warm air that is close by into the region.




Cold-air damming -- where chilly conditions get wedged into the east of the Appalachians -- messes with many a forecast around here. Winter and spring are its favorite seasons.
On Wednesday, plentiful clouds, a stable lower atmosphere with little to no wind, and remnant cold air are to blame. Instead of near-60 highs originally foreseen by weather models several days ago, we're stuck around 50 in D.C. The map above shows that 60s aren't far off to the south.
Given milder conditions, ice cover is down to just 3 percent on regional waterways, including the Chesapeake and Delaware bays plus the Potomac River. That's off a 38.4 percent peak on Feb. 9.
Waters remain very cold despite the ice breakup. A buoy in the Washington Channel was reading 36 degrees much of Wednesday. It might be the cause of D.C. temperatures -- measured at Reagan National Airport -- running a bit cooler than other locations.




At 4 p.m. it was 54 degrees at Dulles International and 46 degrees at National, a reversal of the typical situation where Dulles is cooler. National's temperature sensor is only a few dozen feet from the chilly water's edge. Annapolis was feeling it even more, with temperatures stuck in the 30s most of the day as a wind blew off the bay.

(Pivotal Weather/Capital Weather Gang)


We don't know too much more today than yesterday. Anything from just conversational snowflakes to several inches of snow is in play.
Yesterday, we said that although multiple models were signaling the potential for significant snow in the D.C. area, several ingredients would need to come together for a snowstorm here, and that "confidence in accumulating snow for our region on Sunday is too low to change any plans. That may or may not change by this time tomorrow."
Well, it has not changed.
Like yesterday, some models still suggest the possibility of accumulating snow. And, like yesterday, the European model -- often the most accurate -- still shows little to no snow accumulation.
The main question, that can't be answered yet, is what happens after the storm's low-pressure center likely develops near the Carolina coast early Sunday:
	Does it intensify strongly enough and close enough to the coast to generate heavy precipitation over the D.C. area that chills the atmosphere near ground level close to freezing, resulting in significant snow accumulation?
	Or, is the intensification weaker and/or further offshore, resulting in lighter precipitation over the D.C. area that is more rain than snow, and warmer temperatures that limit snow accumulation potential?

If we do see impactful accumulating snow, the best chance is probably not until late Sunday afternoon or night. Any precipitation earlier than that looks to be lighter rain or snow with temperatures too warm for accumulation other than, perhaps, on grass.
Otherwise, for now, this continues to be a wait-and-see situation for at least one more day.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Still the chance of an isolated shower this evening. Otherwise partly cloudy with overnight lows in the upper 30s to mid-40s. Some patchy fog is possible late. Confidence: High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Fog may linger for a time after sunrise. Otherwise, thickening clouds with a chance of showers by the afternoon -- some could be moderate toward the commute. Temperatures stay rather mild with highs around 50. Light winds come from the east. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: Showers are likely at times during the evening and overnight. Lows settle in the 40s under mostly cloudy skies. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Some rain seems likely Friday morning and maybe into early afternoon. Plenty of clouds should hold highs to the upper 40s to mid-50s. Clearing skies Friday evening and overnight with lows in the low to mid-40s. Confidence: Medium
Saturday is partly sunny and probably dry through the daylight hours with highs in the 50s. Shower chances start to rise Saturday evening and overnight as temperatures drop back to the mid- to upper 30s by morning. Confidence: Low-Medium
Sunday is very uncertain at this point. Rain could be heavy or change to accumulating snow with temperatures holding in the 30s. Or there could just be periods of lighter rain with warmer highs near or above 40. It all depends on the track and intensity of a low-pressure center passing to our south and potentially intensifying near the coast. Confidence: Low
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: Highs in the 50s as the big melt continues. Mostly cloudy skies and a p.m. shower chance keep this from a higher score. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Snow potential index -- 2/10 (-): If there's a Sunday storm, and if it takes the right track, and if it intensifies, and if it intensifies in the right spot, we could get accumulating snow. So yeah, kind of iffy, but possible.
The snow potential index is a daily assessment of the potential for at least 1 inch of snow in the next week, on a 0-to-10 scale.

(Airnow.gov, adapted by CWG) 


We've heard this question a lot: Why has air quality been "moderate" (code yellow) instead of "good" (code green)?
The main culprit has been stagnant air. Winds have been light, limiting the atmosphere's ability to mix and disperse pollutants. That same lack of mixing is also why we've seen fog the past few mornings.
When air sits in place, fine particulates from vehicle emissions and other sources build up near the surface. Adding to the issue, we've had low-level temperature inversions at times -- situations in which air near the ground is cooler than the air above it. These inversions act like a lid, trapping pollutants close to the surface.
At times, that's been enough to nudge parts of the region into "unhealthy for sensitive groups" territory (code orange).
Relief is likely late Thursday into the weekend. A frontal system should bring wind and some rain -- helping to mix, disperse and wash out the pollutants.
On this date in 1903, the temperature fell to a record low of 3 degrees. The chill came after 3 inches of snow fell the previous day, when the high was 27 and the low 9. Low temperatures dropped into the single digits on four straight days after the snow from Feb. 17-20. The high of 16 and low of 4 on Feb. 19 were both calendar-day record lows.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 49
	Average low: 32
	Record high: 77 (2011)
	Record low: 3 (1903)
	Record precipitation: 1.10 inches (1960)
	Record snowfall: 4.7 inches (1979)
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Tech
He solicited a child on Facebook, even after Meta banned him
Authorities in New Mexico carried out an undercover investigation in their efforts to show that Meta was failing to protect children from predators.

(Photo illustration by Jakub Porzycki/NurPhoto/Getty Images)


By Ian Duncan | 2026-02-19
When the mother of an 11-year-old girl discovered inappropriate Facebook messages from a man in her daughter's account, she contacted her local police. But the case was soon taken up by undercover investigators in New Mexico's Justice Department, who were working to understand how child predators operate on the site.
Using a decoy account of another girl, investigators connected with the man, 47-year-old Christopher Reynolds, who soon sent private messages with explicit photographs and talked about penetrating her. By April 2024, investigators had arrested Reynolds and charged him with solicitation of a minor, according to the state Justice Department.
Police have been running similar stings against individuals for years, but the authorities in New Mexico had a bigger target: They were building a case against Meta, Facebook's parent company, alleging that the company knowingly put children at risk of sexual exploitation and violated state consumer protection laws.
As the case continued, Meta made a startling disclosure in a written response to questions from New Mexico's lawyers, according to a previously unreported court document. The 47-year-old had had one of his accounts disabled in 2021 when the company discovered he was a registered sex offender -- a category prohibited from having Facebook and Instagram accounts. Meta says it doesn't allow people to skirt bans by creating new accounts, but acknowledged that people deliberately evade its systems, even as they improve. Reynolds operated 15 other accounts, according to the court document.
Two other men, who were prosecuted as part of the investigation, were able to keep on using Meta's services despite running afoul of the company's rules. One had limits imposed on his accounts and one of them was found to have violated the rules on nudity and sexual activity on two occasions, according to the filing.
New Mexico's lawyers have pointed to the men as examples of the holes in Meta's efforts to keep dangerous people off its services as they present their case to a jury in Santa Fe in what is expected to be a seven-week trial. The state is seeking financial penalties against the social media giant and orders from a judge that it do more to keep children and teenagers safe on its sites. In a complaint that runs 250 pages and includes a warning label on its cover about disturbing images, the state laid out its allegations in stark terms.
"Meta has allowed Facebook and Instagram to become a marketplace for predators in search of children upon whom to prey," the state alleged.
The case is part of a wave of lawsuits against Meta and other social media firms heading to trial this year -- with Meta simultaneously on trial this month in New Mexico and California. States, school districts and families have accused the companies of making products that are dangerously addictive and bad for young people's mental health. Together the legal actions have the potential to remake how social media is regulated in the United States, with supporters comparing the cases to earlier efforts to hold tobacco and opioid companies accountable in court.

Images of deceased children are displayed at the Lost Screen Memorial, an art installation of large-scale smartphones featuring 50 children who lost their lives due to online harm. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


"Child exploitation is a horrific crime," Meta said in a statement. "We work aggressively to fight it on and off our platforms, and to support law enforcement to arrest and prosecute the criminals behind it. We use sophisticated technology to find and remove child exploitation content from our apps, and have developed a range of tools to help prevent it in the first place -- including launching Teen Accounts, which automatically limit who can contact teens, and preventing potentially suspicious adults from finding each other."
Reynolds pleaded guilty to a charge of child solicitation in October 2024, according to court records. He could not be reached for comment and the lawyer who represented him declined to comment.
The New Mexico case -- put together by New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez (D) -- stands apart for its use of an undercover investigation and focus on how child predators operate on Facebook and Instagram. The state's lawyers allege that people seeking out children were able to easily evade Meta's internal watchdogs and safety systems and exploit its friend-recommendation algorithms to surface a steady stream of potential victims.
After one of the state's undercover personas was shut down, investigators were able to open a new one with the same name and date of birth within five minutes by adopting a new username and phone number, according to the complaint.
In December, Torrez wrote to Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg outlining the changes he wants to see the company make. They included imposing age verification, addressing risks created by encrypted chats, redesigning algorithms that serve up dangerous content and removing "bad actors."
Meta says it already restricts adults from starting conversations with teenagers who they're not connected to and has systems that identify accounts with suspicious behavior involving children, and alerts teens when they're in contact with such accounts.
As the trial gets underway, New Mexico's lawyers are also expected to turn to internal company records and accounts from insiders to sway the jury. Arturo Bejar, a former Meta engineer, testified in the trial last week about how his own 14-year-old daughter received unwanted advances after creating a public Instagram page.

Arturo Bejar, a former Meta engineer, attends a rally to protect kids from online threats following a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in 2024 with big tech CEOs on Capitol Hill. (Haiyun Jiang/For The Washington Post)


"The product is very good at connecting people with interests, and if your interest is little girls, it will be really good at connecting you with little girls," Bejar said.
When it came to the three men ultimately arrested in New Mexico, Meta had been engaged in a long-running cat-and-mouse game, according to court records. Their behavior across their multiple accounts had triggered the company's systems -- in one case as far back as 2014 -- and each had faced some level of discipline that included having inappropriate posts hidden or deleted. The document, which includes responses by Meta from August and October, does not say when the company determined the various accounts were linked nor how it made the connections.
One of the men, who was 52 at the time of his arrest, had repeatedly violated the company's policies on "adult nudity and sexual activity" and "bullying and harassment." One of his accounts was shut down in October 2023 after he failed to prove he was an "authentic user," according to the document. But in 2024, he was still online, and according to investigators, he described in chat messages how he wanted to "rape the underaged persona, make her cry, and get her pregnant."
Less than two months after Meta disabled one of Reynolds's accounts in late 2021, another was restricted from sending messages to unconnected accounts for 24 hours. Third and fourth accounts were also subject to some form of restrictions in subsequent years and Meta said it detected violations of policies on violent content in late 2023. Some details of the men's conduct and the actions Meta took are redacted in the filing, but the company told The Washington Post that its actions included curbing their ability to find teen accounts.
In the spring of 2024, when investigators connected their undercover account with both the 11-year-old girl and Reynolds, he was still on Meta's platforms and initiated a chat, according to the attorney general's office. The chat culminated in investigators trying to arrange a meeting with Reynolds at a motel in Roswell, New Mexico. When he didn't show, police tracked him down and took him into custody.
Meta reported the three men to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children -- a law enforcement clearing house -- after their 2024 arrests were publicized by authorities in New Mexico, according to the court filing.
Meta says its reports to the center followed legal requirements. (The day before the arrests were announced, President Joe Biden signed a law broadening social media companies' obligation to file reports with the missing children's center.)
"How is this possible?" Don Migliori, a lawyer for the state, asked in court last week. He told jurors that Meta's systems to catch potentially predators were under-resourced and its policies gave users multiple strikes before being held to account.
Meta says that even a single instance of grooming a minor, one of the most serious rule violations, is grounds for an account being removed.
Meta told The Post that it is hard for the company to identify registered offenders without reports from law enforcement. But the company said it now works to identify and close new accounts created by banned offenders and that its ability to enforce bans against people who get back on to its platforms has improved.
The pattern of behavior by the three men is typical, according to experts who have studied the risks children face online. But social media companies have largely avoided the kind of laws and regulations designed to protect children offline, according to Mary Graw Leary, a law professor at Catholic University.
"Embedded into our lives are child protection measures to decrease the access of potential offenders to children," Graw Leary said. "In the digital world in America it seems that is not in place."
The New Mexico case and others now working their way through the courts could begin to change that. But Graw Leary said, given the size and riches of the tech companies and their leaders, any punishment would have to be hefty to get them to change course: "When they engage in that cost benefit analysis, it's going to have to be a significant cost."
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Higher Education
Colleges quietly cut ties with organizations that help people of color 
Under pressure from the Trump administration, 31 schools have signed agreements to end links with organizations that "restrict participation based on race."

The Clemson University campus, in April 2024. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP)


By Todd Wallack | 2026-02-19
The Trump administration's objection to a program that helps people of color pursue doctorate degrees has prompted colleges to cut ties with a range of organizations associated with racial minority groups, a Post investigation has found.
Since last year, more than 100 schools have ended partnerships with the PhD Project, a group founded in 1994 to diversify the pipeline of students who aspire to become business school professors. That came after the U.S. Department of Education last March announced probes into 45 universities that partnered with the group.
Thirty-one of those schools have reached agreements with the administration to resolve the investigations, the Education Department said Thursday. As part of the pacts, the universities promised to identify partnerships with any organizations that "restrict participation based on race" and either sever those relationships or explain why they won't, according to documents obtained by The Post.
The California State University system, for instance, told the federal government that one of its campuses plans to cut ties with the Links Inc., a national volunteer service group historically composed of Black women.
Clemson University said it ended its relationship with Field Inclusive, a group that supports biologists and researchers from marginalized groups, because it offers discounted memberships to people of color.
And the University of Kentucky said it flagged 1,200 memberships or partnerships for "cancellation or deeper review" because the groups might restrict participation based on race.
"It's terrible," said Wil Del Pilar, senior vice president with Education Trust, an advocacy group focused on gaps in education for low-income and minority students.
Groups like the PhD Project and others help provide a pathway into universities and "create a sense of belonging" for groups that have historically been left out, Del Pilar said.
"There is no evidence that students from other racial or ethnic backgrounds lose access or opportunity," he said.
Some conservative advocates praised the Trump administration for pushing schools to stop supporting groups that they say discriminate against White people and other racial groups.
"Programs that target specific racial demographics are intended to exclude others," said Nicole Neily, president of Defending Education, an organization that has filed several civil rights complaints against schools for offering scholarships for students of color.
The Education Department investigated schools that partnered with the PhD Project -- which has helped 1,800 Black, Latino or Native American scholars earn doctorates in business over more than three decades -- because the agency said the group limited participation at a past conference to students who identify as Black/African American, Latino/Hispanic, or Native American/Canadian Indigenous. Students from those racial groups represented about 23 percent of those in U.S. doctoral business programs in 2024-2025, according to data collected by an association of business schools, AACSB.
The project said it has since opened its conference to students of any race interested in business doctoral programs.
But after signing settlement agreements with the Trump administration, colleges have since flagged additional groups.
For instance, the state university system overseeing California State Polytechnic University in Pomona pledged to end the school's relationship with the Links after concluding the group appears to restrict participation based on race, according to records obtained through a public records request.
The nonprofit service group says on its website that its membership consists of more than 17,000 professional women of African descent and is committed to supporting "the culture and economic survival of African Americans and other people of African ancestry."
"As a student-centered university, Cal Poly Pomona remains committed to ensuring all programs and partnerships comply fully with applicable federal and state nondiscrimination laws," university spokesperson Cynthia Peters said in a statement.
But the Links insists it doesn't discriminate and said it first learned of the allegation from The Post.
"A claim such as this is a serious mischaracterization of who we are as volunteer-leaders and what we stand for," Ethel Isaacs Williams, national president of the Links, said in a statement. She said the group contributes more than 1 million service hours a year to underserved communities around the world, without regard to race. "It is deeply disappointing, not only to our members, but also to the communities we are privileged to serve."
The Links said its members volunteered to mentor a diverse group of Cal Poly Pomona students. The sessions were open to all students and the organization's membership is open to people of any race, the Links said. The partnership began in 2017 and the last event was held in January 2025, according to the university.
Clemson told the Education Department it ended its partnership with Field Inclusive "out of an abundance of caution" because the nonprofit discounted memberships for racial and ethnic minorities. Field Inclusive, which says it tries to promote more inclusivity in the natural sciences and outdoors, could not be reached for comment, but lists the discount on its website.
Separately, the University of Colorado Colorado Springs flagged its membership in the Colorado Springs Black Chamber of Commerce, saying it initially wasn't sure whether the group tried to help all businesses, or just Black companies. The chamber assured the school in writing that it supports businesses of "all types," and the university has maintained its affiliation.
It's not yet clear how many other partnerships could be impacted by the agreements to end the investigations into the PhD Project. Some universities said they are still in negotiations with the Education Department to resolve the investigations, continuing to examine their partnerships or declined to answer questions about the settlements.
More than a dozen of the 45 schools investigated for their work with the PhD Project are private, such as Rice University and the University of Notre Dame, which are exempt from public records laws. And some public universities have fought to keep the records secret. The University of North Texas system, for instance, has asked the Texas attorney general for a ruling allowing it to withhold the resolution agreement and follow-up report to the federal government, even though settlement agreements with government agencies are normally public record in the state.
Before the  publication of this article early Thursday morning, the Education Department did not respond to requests to say how many settlements it had reached or comment on the resolutions. Later Thursday, the department issued a statement saying it had reached agreements with 31 schools.
"This is the Trump effect in action: institutions of higher education are agreeing to cut ties with discriminatory organizations, recommitting themselves to abiding by federal law, and restoring equality of opportunity on campuses across the nation," Education Secretary Linda McMahon said in a statement.
McMahon said the agency hopes other universities will follow suit. The department said it was still in negotiations with 14 other schools under investigation for their work with the PhD Project.
The agency's list of universities that signed agreements omitted two California State University campuses -- Cal Poly Humboldt and Cal State San Bernardino. The Post obtained a copy of an agreement with Cal State dated Oct. 3 to resolve those investigations.

Education Secretary Linda McMahon speaks during a White House briefing in November. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Some critics contend the administration's civil rights department has mostly ignored complaints of racism involving Black and Hispanic victims, while targeting efforts to help minorities.
"The job of the Office for Civil Rights is to protect all people," said Catherine Lhamon, who served as assistant secretary of education for civil rights during the Biden administration and now works at UC Berkeley Law School. "This administration is picking and choosing who it will protect."
The settlements The Post reviewed involving the PhD Project generally do not include any fines or monetary penalties. Lhamon said that is typical for settlements from the Education Department's Office for Civil Rights, because it does not have statutory authority to impose fines.
These agreements are different from some of the broader settlements the Trump administration pursued against Brown University, Columbia University and other elite universities after threatening to cut off their research funding over cultural issues such as alleged antisemitism, diversity, equity and inclusion programs and transgender athletes. (Cornell University said the government agreed to close all its investigations into the school -- including the one involving the PhD Project -- as part of its broader $60 million settlement with the Trump administration. It was not on the list of schools the government said on Thursday had reached pacts to resolve the probes.)
Perhaps no organization has been hit harder by the investigations than the PhD Project.
The president of the PhD Project, Alfonzo Alexander, said most of its more than 200 college partners cut their ties after the Trump administration announced its investigations last year. That has crimped the organization's budget, because it relied on colleges for one-third of its funding.
But Alexander said the group plans to go ahead with its annual conference in Chicago next month, where it plans to encourage students considering a doctorate in business. He also said the organization believes it can continue to help students find doctoral programs and jobs at business schools through its extensive alumni network, even with fewer college partnerships.
"We see paths forward where we can still make a significant impact in this country and the world," Alexander said.
Jason Thatcher said the PhD Project helped him when he was a doctoral student at Florida State University. He was feeling isolated as he worked long hours alone on his dissertation.
"I was really struggling," Thatcher said. "It gave me a community."
Thatcher, who identifies as multicultural with Mexican, Samoan and European ancestors, finished his doctorate and is now a professor of information systems at the business school at the University of Colorado's main campus in Boulder.
"I hope that the PhD Project and other organizations like it will be afforded the opportunity to support other people like me," he said. "My hope is that universities and the PhD Project will find new ways to partner and support students."
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Immigration
New DHS memo outlines plan to detain refugees for further vetting
Resettlement organizations said the updated guidance represents a dramatic shift in how refugees are treated after being legally permitted to enter the United States.

The predominantly Somali neighborhood of Cedar-Riverside in Minneapolis. (Jessie Wardarski/AP)


By Arelis R. Hernandez, Teo Armus | 2026-02-19
The Department of Homeland Security issued a memo Wednesday stating that federal immigration agents should arrest refugees who have not yet obtained a green card and detain them indefinitely for rescreening -- a policy shift that upends decades of protections and puts tens of thousands of people who entered during the Biden administration at risk.
The new policy rescinds a 2010 memo that said failing to apply for status as a lawful permanent resident within a year of living in the United States is not a basis for detaining refugees who entered the country legally. Two Trump administration officials wrote in the new directive that the previous guidance was incomplete and that the law requires DHS to detain and subject those refugees to a new set of interviews while in detention.
The memo appeared in a court filing one day before a scheduled hearing in Minnesota federal court, where a judge temporarily blocked U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement in late January from detaining 5,600 refugees in the state after several organizations sued. Immigration officers arrested dozens of resettled people from countries including Somalia, Ecuador and Venezuela for further questioning as part of an enforcement surge dubbed Operation PARRIS that the Trump administration has said was aimed at combating fraud. Immigration lawyers say many were quickly transported to Texas detention centers and later released without their identity documents.
The International Refugee Assistance Project, one of the lead counsels for the plaintiffs in the lawsuit, is asking a judge to declare the new refugee detention policy unlawful to prevent more refugees in Minnesota from being arrested.
"I am concerned that the Feb. 18 memo and the indiscriminate detention of refugees in Minnesota are the opening salvos in an attack on refugees resettled all over the United States," said Laurie Ball Cooper, the organization's vice president for U.S. legal programs.
Refugee resettlement groups across the country see the Minnesota operation as a precursor to an expected shift in refugee policy that could undermine the nation's half-century-old promise to offer safe harbor to the world's most persecuted.
"This memo, drafted in secret and without coordination with agencies working directly with refugees, represents an unprecedented and unnecessary breach of trust," said Beth Oppenheim, chief executive of HIAS, one of the oldest refugee agencies in the country and the world. "We have both a moral and a legal obligation to demand that DHS immediately rescind this action."
DHS did not respond to a request for comment on the memo and concerns from refugee resettlement organizations.
President Donald Trump suspended all refugee admissions on his first day in office, including those involving people who had already been approved to come to the U.S. His administration later reopened the program to White South Africans, who he said face race-based persecution in their home country, though they had rarely qualified before for refugee status in the U.S. or any other country.
More than 200,000 refugees entered the U.S. during the Biden administration and most had waited years to be admitted, according to federal data. Some of those new arrivals have already received green cards, but advocates estimate about 100,000 refugees have not and could be subject to detention under the new policy. Most entered assuming they were protected the moment they stepped on U.S. soil, according to refugee experts and attorneys. Refugees are permitted to apply to become permanent residents after one year of physical presence in the country after their arrival date.
But the Trump administration is recasting refugee status as conditional instead of permanent -- a major change in how refugees have historically been regarded. The memo said refugees who haven't adjusted their status must endure a second round of "congressionally mandated" vetting to screen for public safety, fraud and national security risks.
"This requires DHS to take the affirmative actions of locating, arresting, and taking the alien into custody," states the memo, signed by acting ICE director Todd M. Lyons and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Director Joseph Edlow.
DHS based its policy on a section of the Immigration and Nationality Act that says refugees who don't apply for a green card after a year must return to DHS "custody." It voids previous guidance indicating that a failure to adjust was not a "proper basis" for removal or detention and if any unadjusted refugee was arrested, they must be released within 48 hours.
There are many reasons, advocates said, for why a refugee might not apply at the one-year mark, including confusion about the process, language barriers, lost mail from changing addresses and difficulty navigating the system.
But returning to DHS "custody" has never meant arrest and unlimited detention, attorneys said in court filings. The historical practice for USCIS was to issue notices for appointments or letters urging compliance, according to court documents in the pending lawsuit.
Ball Cooper said Congress does not demand revetting as part of the adjustment of status. The law requires the federal government to "inspect" or ask specific questions after the one-year mark, such as whether the person has been physically present in the U.S. throughout that time or whether they have already obtained lawful status through a different channel.
"None of that requires interrogating a refugee about their original claim, which they've already proven to the U.S. government," Ball Cooper said.
The Trump administration also halted green-card processing months ago for scores of countries from which refugees originate, making it impossible to satisfy the requirement.
What has traditionally been treated as a paperwork issue is now a detention issue under the new guidance. Advocates call that a major escalation in the Trump administration's targeting of legal immigrants. Changing how the law is enforced for refugees who had begun rebuilding their lives under a different set of assumptions is unfair and disproportionately punitive, said Shawn VanDiver, a U.S. Navy veteran who founded the nonprofit organization AfghanEvac.
"It seems like they are just trying to find new and different ways to put grandma in jail," said VanDiver. "You don't invite people into the United States under one set of rules and start moving the goalposts after they arrive."
ICE arrested about 100 refugees, some of whom were children, before Minnesota District Judge John Tunheim issued a temporary restraining order in response to the International Refugee Assistance Project's lawsuit. Dozens were flown to Texas to be asked the same questions they faced during screening overseas, according to attorneys who were present during the interviews. Several of those cases involved refugees with pending green-card applications. There are no confirmed reports of DHS terminating an individual's refugee status as a result of the operation.
Former ICE director Sarah Saldana, who led the agency during President Barack Obama's administration, said she could not recall a time when immigration officers had arrested refugees for failing to apply on time for a green card. She said this and other actions by the Trump administration signal that "they want to close the door on what has been the country's welcoming nature when it comes to refugees."
The DHS memo cited statistics from an unpublished review from USCIS's Fraud Detection and National Security Directorate that found insufficient vetting and some public safety concerns in regard to 31,000 recently admitted refugees from the Western Hemisphere. However, it's unclear where the data came from or what conclusions the internal report reached about "known failures" in screening people from other parts of the world.
Vetting refugees from specific parts of the world, such as conflict zones, can be challenging, experts said. But the layers of screening, hours of interviews and the fact that would-be refugees can be denied at every step in the process -- including the moment they arrive at a U.S. airport -- have created a high bar of scrutiny for anyone seeking refugee status. Refugees convicted of aggravated felonies can lose their status and be deported, but studies have repeatedly found -- as they have with all immigrants -- that refugees commit crimes at far lower rates than native-born citizens.
Meredith L.B. Owen, senior director of policy and advocacy at Refugee Council USA, said the memo directly threatens the very purpose of why the U.S. brings in refugees. Advocates expect a coming ruling from the Board of Immigration Appeals to set up the legal mechanism for the Trump administration's broader push to deport thousands of recently admitted refugees. That could ultimately lead to refugees being sent back to the places from which they were fleeing war or political persecution, thus putting their lives in danger.
That scenario, known as refoulement, violates international law, said Owen, whose group represents all of the national resettlement agencies that provide assistance to refugees upon their arrival to the U.S.
"This administration stops at nothing to terrorize day after day after day refugee communities in Minnesota and to make sure refugee communities across the country are fearful and bracing themselves for what's to come," she said.
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Weather
Eight skiers found dead as search continues after California avalanche
It surpasses the toll of seven killed in a March 1982 avalanche at the Alpine Meadows -- now Palisades Tahoe -- ski resort, in the same general region.

A rescue team in the Castle Peak area of Truckee, California, on Tuesday. (Nevada County Sheriff's Office/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ian Livingston, Ben Noll | 2026-02-19
Eight backcountry skiers were found dead on Wednesday as a significant rescue effort continues for one still missing near Truckee, California, following an avalanche in the area the day before, according to the Nevada County Sheriff's Office.
With eight people confirmed killed by the massive snow slide -- described as the length of a football field -- it is now the deadliest avalanche in modern California history. It surpasses the toll of seven killed in a March 1982 avalanche at the Alpine Meadows -- now Palisades Tahoe -- ski resort, in the same general region.
In an earlier email to The Washington Post, Leslie Williams of the Nevada County Sheriff's Office confirmed that six survivors from a 15-person group had been located and were being transported by rescue teams to receive medical care, but conditions continued to be a challenge for rescuers.
"There is limited access to the area affected by the avalanche," Williams said.
Officials initially believed there were 16 people in the skiing group, but that number was later revised to reflect 15 people who actually went on the trip, the sheriff's office said in an update late Tuesday local time. At their Wednesday morning news conference, the office reported there were nine women and  six men in the group.
Capt. Rusty Greene of the Nevada County Sheriff's Department said the bodies of the skiers have not been removed due to ongoing bad weather and additional avalanche threats.
"The longer that we continue to have people out there and exposed, the higher chance we put our rescuers in danger," Greene said.
At least 46 emergency first-responders were involved in the rescue effort in the Castle Peak area of Truckee, around 10 miles north of Lake Tahoe.
In a statement Tuesday, Blackbird Mountain Guides, a touring company that organizes backcountry expeditions, said the ski group included 12 clients and four guides. "The group was in the process of returning to the trailhead at the conclusion of a three-day trip when the incident occurred," it said. In a subsequent update, the company said it was fully engaged in assisting with any rescue efforts.
The West is being hit by a barrage of powerful storms, with snow forecast to continue around Truckee through Thursday night and total snowfall reaching several feet across the Sierra Nevada in coming days. Winter storm and avalanche warnings were in effect for Truckee on Tuesday, with snow amounts of up to four feet and wind gusts up to 100 mph.
"Rapidly accumulating snowfall, weak layers in the existing snowpack, and gale-force winds that blow and drift snow have created dangerous avalanche conditions in the mountains," read the avalanche warning. "Natural avalanches are likely, and human-triggered avalanches large enough to bury or injure people are very likely."
Nevada County authorities also warned conditions "remain highly dangerous," with large avalanches "expected to occur Tuesday, Tuesday night, and into at least early Wednesday morning across backcountry terrain."
The Sierra Avalanche Center also extended prior alerts for the Tahoe region, now under an avalanche warning through Thursday morning.

Several feet of snow will accumulate across the Sierra Nevada in California through Thursday. (Ben Noll/The Washington Post; Data source: ECMWF)


Climate scientist Daniel Swain said there were two factors that led to Tuesday's very high risk of avalanches: dry and record warm weather in recent weeks, causing a weak snow base, and high snow rates during the current storm.
The weather station at Truckee reported heavy snow on Tuesday for eight consecutive hours with visibility dropping as low as one-eighth of a mile. The temperature had dropped into the low 20s on Tuesday night, with a wind chill in the mid-teens and winds gusting to around 20 mph.
In a post on X, Colin McCarthy, a storm chaser associated with the University of California at Davis, wrote that "these are the worst blizzard conditions I have seen in my life at Donner Summit, California," west of Truckee. The state highway agency said in a post late Tuesday it closed Interstate 80 in both directions over the Donner Summit because of whiteout conditions.
"Donner doesn't care about your schedule. We'll reopen when it's safe, not before," wrote the California Highway Patrol in Truckee.
While snow will continue through Wednesday, its intensity is less severe than on Tuesday. Still, blustery conditions will lead to considerable blowing and drifting snow as life-threatening conditions continue across the Sierra Nevada.
A bigger burst of snow is expected on Thursday with another foot or more in the forecast for the Sierra backcountry.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2026/02/17/missing-skiers-california-avalanche-storm/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Arrest of Andrew, brother of King Charles, shakes the House of Windsor
        Steve Hendrix

        Unlike King Charles I, who was arrested in 1647, Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor will not be executed. But his legal woes and ties to Jeffrey Epstein threaten to damage the royal family.

      

      
        Former prince Andrew arrested on suspicion of misconduct in office
        Leo Sands, Greg Miller

        King Charles III said in a statement that "the law must take its course," promising the royal family's full support and cooperation.

      

      
        Ousted South Korean president escapes death penalty, is sentenced to life in prison
        Michelle Lee

        While the court denied prosecutors' request for the death penalty, the life sentence imposed on Yoon Suk Yeol is a pivotal moment for South Korea's democracy.

      

      
        As Israel takes steps to claim land in West Bank, U.S. stands by
        Abbie Cheeseman, Lior Soroka, Hazem  Balousha, Siham Shamalakh, Heba Farouk Mahfouz

        Despite Trump's opposition to annexation, Israel has moved to expand control over the West Bank -- to the condemnation of Britain and others at a U.N. Security Council meeting.

      

      
        Trump's Board of Peace to meet as Gaza stability plan languishes
        Karen DeYoung

        President Donald Trump will gather officials from dozens of countries in Washington to hear a status report on his peace plan for Gaza, though serious stumbling blocks remain.

      

      
        Talks break in Geneva with no end to Russia's war or hard-line demands
        Catherine Belton, Ellen Francis

        After two hours of talks in Geneva on Wednesday, the head of the Russian delegation, Vladimir Medinsky, said negotiations had been "difficult but businesslike."

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Europe
Arrest of Andrew, brother of King Charles, shakes the House of Windsor
Unlike King Charles I, who was arrested in 1647, Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor will not be executed. But his legal woes and ties to Jeffrey Epstein threaten to damage the royal family. 

Police officers walk near the entrance to the Royal Lodge, the former residence of Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, in Windsor, Britain, on Thursday. (Jaimi Joy/Reuters)


By Steve Hendrix | 2026-02-19
LONDON -- Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor has been driven around in the backs of cars for his whole life. He has been accompanied by police since he was a boy going to school. But nothing in his life of supervised privilege would have prepared him -- or his family, or his country -- for the ride he took Thursday morning.
The unmarked cars arrived early on a gray Norfolk morning at Sandringham estate, that most English of royal retreats, where monarchs have gone to hunt, to grieve and to die. This time they came for something else -- to arrest the king's brother on his 66th birthday.
The moment that Thames Valley Police confirmed what the BBC had already broadcast to a stunned nation -- that Mountbatten-Windsor, former prince, former Duke of York, former favorite son of the late Queen Elizabeth II and former friend of sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein, was in custody on suspicion of misconduct in public office -- the British monarchy crossed a threshold it had not approached in nearly four centuries.
The last senior royal arrested was King Charles I, in 1647. He was executed two years later. The comparisons are inexact, but the historic weight is not. Mountbatten-Windsor, for sure, will not be beheaded. But a more nuanced question confronts the royal family: Can the House of Windsor survive this one?
The monarchy has outlived scandal before -- abdication, divorce, Princess Diana, a thousand lesser storms. It has survived by adapting just enough, just in time. But does that formula still hold in an era when Epstein documents and photos arrive by the millions, and anti-monarchy groups pounce on every misstep?
Is it enough to keep calm and carry on with the muted apologies and symbolic gestures of contrition when social media can outstrip the most disciplined palace PR machine, and when a generation of Britons under 35 looks at the Crown and sees, with increasing frequency, something they did not ask for and do not need?
Mountbatten-Windsor's arrest, on unspecified allegations of misconduct in public office, came after weeks of revelations over his friendship and dealings with Epstein, and following the release of millions of Justice Department files related to the disgraced financier who died in prison.
The specific charge seems narrow in legal terms but corrosive in symbolic ones -- that the then-Prince Andrew, a senior royal and a British official, shared confidential reports about his visits as an official British trade envoy to Singapore, Hong Kong and Vietnam, including details of investment opportunities, with Epstein.
Mountbatten-Windsor also maintained his friendship with Epstein long after the financier's 2008 guilty plea on a charge of soliciting sex from a minor. Advocates for Epstein's victims noted the disparity in the official response to allegations that Mountbatten-Windsor sexually abused 17-year-old Virginia Giuffre -- stripping him of titles and downgrading his free royal residential quarters -- but arresting him only in connection with leaking classified investment tips.
The implications for the royal family may be just as serious. Some polls show that the Epstein affair is badly eroding public trust in the monarchy. A Savanta poll conducted this month showed support for the monarchy at just 45 percent, down from 63 percent as recently as 2020. Support among 18-to-24-year-olds had dropped to 23 percent.

Then-Prince Andrew leaves St. Giles's Cathedral after the arrival of the coffin containing the remains of his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Sept. 12, 2022. (Petr David Josek/AP)


The palace said King Charles III was given no advance notice that his brother was to be taken into custody, which allowed supporters to say that Mountbatten-Windsor was receiving none of the special treatment that saturated his life when he was still Prince Andrew. Any other approach was probably impossible at a time of declining reverence for the royals, even for a man still officially eighth in line for the throne.
"It is the first age in which someone who was very recently a senior royal could be treated like any other common criminal," royal historian Sarah Gristwood told NBC News. It was, Gristwood said, "an awful day for the evolution of an institution that has lasted over a thousand years."
For the monarchy, the arrest came not as a bolt from the blue but as the bottoming-out of a long, grinding erosion. Charles had been forced to act against his brother after the Justice Department released an initial wave of Epstein documents revealing how long his relationship with Mountbatten-Windsor endured after Epstein's guilty plea.
The king stripped his brother of his titles, ordered him to leave the Royal Lodge, and -- in an extraordinary public signal after police said they were investigating his brother's official actions -- announced that Buckingham Palace would cooperate with any inquiry.
On Thursday, the machinery of the monarchy grinded on. Queen Camilla attended a lunchtime orchestral concert; Charles received a new Spanish ambassador at St. James's Palace. But in the midst of their rounds, the king issued a statement distancing himself even further from his brother.
Signed, unusually, as "Charles R" rather than channeled through palace aides, the note was a careful exercise in distance-setting. "The law must take its course," he wrote. "My family and I will continue in our duty and service to you all."
It was, in the argot of crisis communications, a severance notice.
Some royal observers said they believed the distance would be enough.
"I think we have to separate the notion of a family from the institution of the monarchy," royal commentator Jonathan Dimbleby told the BBC. "I do not see that because one member of the royal family was arrested and may be charged with a very serious offense, that brings the institution into disrespect."
Some polls suggest that the public is making a distinction between the disgraced Mountbatten-Windsor and the monarchy that has slowly booted him from of its inner circle. A YouGov tracker from January found that 90 percent of Britons view Mountbatten-Windsor negatively, while 64 percent still believe Britain should continue to have a monarchy.
William and Catherine, the Prince and Princess of Wales -- who reportedly have been among the family members most critical of Mountbatten-Windsor -- remain highly popular. They did not issue a separate statement Thursday, but a palace official said they supported the king's statement. And Charles's deliberate efforts to remove himself from his brother, painful and belated as they were, reflect a man who at the very least understands the arithmetic of scandal, experts said.
The monarchy's many critics, however, can well smell blood on the crown. The arrest was triggered, at least in part, by the anti-monarchy group Republic, whose chief executive, Graham Smith, filed the police report said to have set the investigation in official motion.
"Make no mistake, this is a consequence of Republic taking action when others wouldn't," Smith posted on X. "The police had to investigate after I reported Andrew on these allegations."
Smith called on Charles and William to "speak up and admit to whatever they have known, when and why they continued to protect Andrew" -- a rhetorical escalation that, while disputed, reflects the direction in which anti-monarchy forces intend to push.
Royal biographer Andrew Lownie, writing on his Substack before the arrest, had framed the confidential-documents allegation in starkly damning terms, noting that no one even needed to blackmail the then-prince to get him to betray the state. "Greed alone was sufficient to lead him to compromise governmental and commercially sensitive documents," Lownie wrote.
Mountbatten-Windsor can be held for up to 24 hours before police must charge or release him, or up to 96 hours if he is suspected of a more serious crime. The charge of misconduct in public office carries, in the most severe cases, a maximum sentence of life imprisonment.
Not as bad as having his head chopped off, but still a grievous blow for his family and what they represent. And possibly, at least, a mortal one.
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Europe
Former prince Andrew arrested on suspicion of misconduct in office
King Charles III said in a statement that "the law must take its course," promising the royal family's full support and cooperation.

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor at Windsor Castle last year. (Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP)


By Leo Sands, Greg Miller | 2026-02-19
Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, the younger brother of King Charles III, was arrested Thursday morning on suspicion of committing misconduct in public office, months after being stripped of his titles and forced out of his longtime residence over ties to sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
The king said in a statement that he had learned of the news with "the deepest concern," adding that "the law must take its course" and promising the royal family's full cooperation.
Hours earlier, the Thames Valley Police said that it arrested a man in his 60s from Norfolk, in eastern England, and was carrying out searches at addresses in Norfolk and Berkshire, and that he remained in police custody.
"Following a thorough assessment, we have now opened an investigation into this allegation of misconduct in public office," Assistant Chief Constable Oliver Wright said in a statement, which did not name the former prince. "We understand the significant public interest in this case, and we will provide updates at the appropriate time."
The BBC reported that he was arrested at Sandringham Estate. Mountbatten-Windsor, 66, moved this month from his longtime home, Royal Lodge in Windsor, to temporary accommodations at the estate, which is owned by Charles. Mountbatten-Windsor was stripped of his titles last year. He has long denied any wrongdoing.
The specifics of the allegations being investigated by police were not immediately clear. Thames Valley Police is the local law enforcement agency responsible for Windsor.
Mountbatten-Windsor served as a U.K. trade envoy between 2001 and 2011, when the BBC reported that he stepped down.

A man steps out of an unmarked car at the home of Mountbatten-Windsor on Thursday. (Peter Nicholls/Getty Images)


Photographs published by local media Thursday morning showed a buzz of activity at Sandringham, including unmarked cars parked by the perimeter of a fence.
Reached by phone on Thursday morning, a spokesperson for Thames Valley Police refused to comment further on reports of Mountbatten's arrest.
For weeks, Mountbatten-Windsor has come under increasing pressure in Britain· as the U.S. Justice Department's newly released Epstein files appeared to offer further evidence of a long-running relationship between the two.
The documents indicate that Mountbatten-Windsor provided confidential government materials to Epstein at a time when the former prince was traveling globally and representing the United Kingdom as a trade envoy. Among the shared files are briefing materials on Asian countries Mountbatten-Windsor visited.
Even after Epstein completed a 2010 jail sentence for soliciting sex from a minor, Mountbatten-Windsor remained in contact with the financier, at times directly but also through a business associate, David Stern, who worked with Epstein, advised Mountbatten-Windsor's former wife, Sarah Ferguson, on her troubled finances, and involved the then-prince in plans to solicit money for a wealth fund from Asian investors.
In one email to Epstein, Stern described seeking to "very discreetly make PA part of it and use his 'aura and access,'" an apparent reference to then-Prince Andrew. Stern also accompanied Mountbatten-Windsor on official trips to China, according to an account in the Wall Street Journal, which said Stern did not respond to a request for comment. Attempts by The Washington Post to reach Stern were unsuccessful.
This month, the anti-monarchy group Republic said some of those unearthed documents had prompted it to file a complaint with Thames Valley Police, alleging an offense of misconduct in public office. At the time, police confirmed they had received the complaint and were assessing it, the BBC reported.
It was not immediately clear whether the arrest was made in relation to that complaint.
According to the Crown Prosecution Service, misconduct in public office relates to the serious abuse or neglect of power or responsibilities. It carries a maximum sentence of life imprisonment.
Robert Hazell, a constitutional expert at University College London, said in a phone interview Thursday that Mountbatten-Windsor did not enjoy any special legal protections by virtue of his relation to the monarch.
"The brother of the king is an ordinary citizen like the rest of us who has a responsibility to remain within the law," Hazell said, cautioning that the Crown Prosecution Service has not made a decision on whether to bring charges.
While the monarch himself largely has legal immunity under Britain's constitutional rules, Hazell said, other members of the royal family -- titled or not -- do not have the same privilege.
In a statement on Thursday, family members of Virginia Giuffre, one of Epstein's accusers, welcomed Mountbatten-Windsor's arrest even though it did not appear to be directly connected to the Epstein-related allegations that Mountbatten-Windsor has denied.
In a memoir titled "Nobody's Girl," Giuffre alleged that she was trafficked as a teenager by Epstein and forced to have sex with Mountbatten-Windsor on three occasions. Giuffre died by suicide last year shortly after the book was completed.
"At last," her family members wrote in their statement. "Today, our broken hearts have been lifted at the news that no one is above the law, not even royalty. On behalf of our sister, Virginia Roberts Giuffre, we extend our gratitude to the UK's Thames Valley Police for their investigation and arrest of Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor. He was never a prince."
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Asia
Ousted South Korean president escapes death penalty, is sentenced to life in prison
While the court denied prosecutors' request for the death penalty, the life sentence imposed on Yoon Suk Yeol is a pivotal moment for South Korea's democracy. 

A live stream of the trial for South Korea's ousted former president, Yoon Suk Yeol, on insurrection charges near the Seoul Central District Court on Thursday. (Jung Yeon-Je/AFP/Getty Images)


By Michelle Lee | 2026-02-19
SEOUL -- A court in South Korea sentenced former president Yoon Suk Yeol to life in prison on Thursday, after convicting him of leading an insurrection when he declared martial law in late 2024. The judges could have sentenced him to death, by law the only alternative punishment.
Yoon was found guilty of acting as the ringleader of an insurrection when he orchestrated a disastrous attempt to install a military-led government late on a December night. As the military descended on the National Assembly, lawmakers overturned Yoon's decree. Martial law was lifted within six hours, but Yoon was impeached, ousted from office and criminally charged along with co-defendants who were also convicted in the insurrection case.
The Seoul Central District Court found that Yoon and his aides ordered the military to the National Assembly for the express purpose of obstructing the legislative process, and that Yoon used his presidential authority to declare martial law to subvert the constitution.
"The fact that so many public officials ... are suffering immensely due to the defendants' momentary lapse in judgment is a great pain to our society," Presiding Judge Ji Gwi-yeon said.
Ji added, however, that there was no evidence that Yoon meticulously planned in advance to decree martial law, and that there appeared to have been an effort to minimize the use of lethal force that night. The court said it also considered Yoon's lifelong career in public service as a prosecutor, and that he is 65 years old.
Experts said the court's decision to spare Yoon the death penalty reflected judicial restraint, and it would help avoid fracturing an already polarized nation still reeling from the fallout of the martial law decree. On Thursday, the political divisions were on stark display at rallies near the court complex; Yoon's supporters staged an overnight protest demanding his acquittal, while his critics demanded accountability.
Inside, Yoon and his co-defendants stood in silence as Ji read the verdict. Outside, the dueling rallies erupted in screams as Ji imposed Yoon's fate. The ex-president's critics shook their fists triumphantly at the large screen live-streaming the court proceedings, while supporters -- holding "Not Guilty" signs -- looked stunned, some with their hands over their mouths and others cursing.
The verdict marked a pivotal moment in South Korea's young democratic history, which dates to 1987 after an uprising toppled a brutal military-led government under Chun Doo-hwan. Chun was sentenced to death in 1996 after being convicted on similar insurrection charges for seizing power during a coup in 1979. On appeal, the sentence was commuted to life imprisonment and he was later pardoned.

Yoon Suk Yeol, then South Korea's president, at his impeachment trial in Seoul in February 2025. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


Yoon's conviction upheld the rule of law and reaffirmed the nation's democratic system and principles, democracy advocates and experts said.
"The conviction of an ex-president demonstrates that no one is above the law," said Andrew Yeo, a senior fellow at Brookings Institution's Center for Asia Policy Studies in Washington, adding: "The conviction of Yoon through the judicial process reflects South Korea's democratic resilience."
While the court denied prosecutors' request for the death penalty, the life sentence signaled an effort by the judges to balance democratic moderation against the severity of Yoon's constitutional violations, said Hannah Kim, a political scientist at Sogang University in Seoul.
"South Korea's democracy is capable not only of punishing constitutional violations, but of doing so in a way that reinforces institutional stability rather than escalating political rupture," Kim said.
A death sentence, in any case, probably would have been more symbolic than practical, as South Korea has not carried out an execution since 1997 and is widely regarded as a country where capital punishment is effectively banned.
Two top aides to Yoon have been convicted on charges related to the martial law decree. Former prime minister Han Duck-soo was sentenced last month to 23 years in prison for his role. Han is appealing the ruling. And former interior minister Lee Sang-min was sentenced last week to seven years in prison. He is also appealing, according to national media reports.
Yoon is facing eight separate trials stemming from his decree, but the insurrection case was the most consequential. Last month, a Seoul court sentenced him to five years in prison for abuse of power, obstruction of justice and falsifying documents.

Yoon supporters react to his conviction. (Jung Yeon-Je/AFP/Getty Images)


For many South Koreans, Yoon's insurrection trial may have felt familiar.
Yoon was sentenced in Courtroom 417 of the Seoul Central District Court -- the same room where Chun, wearing a light blue prison jumpsuit, was sentenced to death nearly 30 years ago.
During their sentencing request last month, prosecutors argued Yoon deserved the harshest possible penalty, citing the need to prevent "history from repeating itself." They referred to Chun's case and South Korea's authoritarian past.
Yoon has denied all charges and contends that imposing martial law was a legitimate exercise of the president's emergency powers. Yoon has said that he declared martial law to confront the opposition-controlled National Assembly, which he said was paralyzing his administration through repeated efforts to impeach top officials. He has denied that the brief deployment of troops to the National Assembly was an act of insurrection.
Ji pointedly disagreed, saying that Yoon had deployed troops with the intent to obstruct or paralyze lawmakers' activities for a significant amount of time, and that invoking a national emergency was merely a means to that end.
"You cannot steal a candle to read the Bible," Ji said.

Jeong Hye-won, center, and other protesters celebrate April 4 in Seoul after the removal of Yoon from power by South Korea's constitutional Court. (Jintak Han/The Washington Post)


Yoon's late-night decree on Dec. 3, 2024, made in a televised address, prompted thousands of protesters to mass outside the National Assembly and demand a return to democratic governance.
As soldiers and police surrounded the National Assembly complex, lawmakers scaled the walls to bypass them. In defiance of the decree's ban on political activity, they voted to reverse Yoon's decision. And despite a gag order on the press, reporters from traditional and independent media alike flooded the scene and delivered live reports.
Yoon lifted his order six hours later, but the incident shocked and outraged the nation -- now a thriving democracy where political protests and marches of all stripes are a weekly occurrence -- and it spurred South Korea's most harrowing political crisis in decades.
Yoon was impeached with his presidential powers suspended less than two weeks later and ultimately removed from office.
Yoon, formerly the nation's top prosecutor, was a divisive president during his more than 21/2 years in power. Rather than seeking to unify the deeply divided nation, Yoon appealed to his conservative base, exacerbating polarization and often deadlocking with opposition lawmakers.
South Korean presidents are often disgraced. Nearly every president since the country's democratization has become embroiled in scandals involving corruption, bribery, embezzlement or abuse of power.
Yoon's downfall, however, stands apart even by South Korean standards, as the first democratically elected president to impose martial law and the first sitting president to face a criminal investigation.
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Middle East
As Israel takes steps to claim land in West Bank, U.S. stands by 
Despite Trump's opposition to annexation, Israel has moved to expand control over the West Bank -- to the condemnation of Britain and others at a U.N. Security Council meeting.

Avatar Yankovitch, a Jewish settler, clears land for new homes near the West Bank settlement of Almon last month. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Lior Soroka, Hazem  Balousha, Siham Shamalakh, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2026-02-19
Israel has moved aggressively in recent days to deepen its control over the occupied West Bank, unilaterally adopting policies that analysts say represent a major shift toward annexation and appear to defy President Donald Trump, who has said he opposes annexation but has not publicly pushed back on the escalating Israeli measures.
This month, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's security cabinet, in a closed-door meeting, adopted measures to make it easier for settlers to purchase land and circumvent the Palestinian Authority in areas it has controlled since a 1995 agreement under the Oslo accords. The move was widely condemned in the Arab world and globally as a violation of international law and an undoing of decades-old regional security agreements.
After that decision, the White House issued a statement reiterating Trump's opposition to annexation, and the president emphasized his position in an interview with Axios. "I am against annexation," Trump said, adding: "We have enough things to think about now. We don't need to be dealing with the West Bank."
Both Trump and the White House statement brushed over his opposition to annexation in vague terms, and neither referenced the accelerating measures by Israel to expand settlements.
Since then, Netanyahu visited Trump at the White House last week, and on Sunday, after returning to Israel, his cabinet voted to restart a process of land registration, suspended since 1968, in a part of the West Bank known as Area C. Experts say that move will probably result in Israel's taking permanent control of swaths of territory as it designates it "state land."
For many years, Israel has pursued a policy of creeping annexation by supporting settlers and using the military to defend Israelis in the West Bank under any circumstances. But the recent escalating measures represent a forceful push toward annexation, and they've been met with seeming indifference in Washington as Trump focuses on his peace plan for Gaza and the possibility of war with Iran.
Neither the State Department nor the White House has issued statements on the recent land registration measure. U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres condemned the move and called on Israel to reverse it, saying in a statement that "the current trajectory on the ground is eroding the prospect for the two-State solution."
"Such measures, including Israel's continued presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, are not only destabilizing, but, as recalled by the International Court of Justice, unlawful," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.
The Israeli Foreign Ministry has described the actions as vital to "bringing order" to the issue of land registration and accused the Palestinian Authority of violating agreements by conducting its own land registration in areas that are supposed to be under full Israeli military control.

Mourners carry the body of Mohammad Na'san, 14, who was shot dead by Israeli forces, in the West Bank village of al-Mughayyir on Jan. 17. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)



Nihal Na'san, the mother of Mohammad Na'san, 14, is comforted by her daughter as mourners gather at the family's home for Na'san's funeral on Jan. 17. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Under the new Israeli procedure, Israel will publicly designate areas to undergo registration, in which anyone who has a claim to the land must prove their ownership -- to Israeli standards -- or that land will automatically be reverted to Israeli state property.
The meeting between Trump and Netanyahu last Wednesday focused on Iran and the Gaza Strip, according to a person familiar with the details who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak with the media. The West Bank was not brought up, the person said.
Analysts and some Arab officials say that absent direct U.S. pressure, there is a low likelihood of Israel changing course.
At a U.N. Security Council meeting Wednesday on the West Bank events, speaker after speaker condemned the Israeli actions as illegal, inhumane and designed to undercut Trump's Gaza peace plan by making its ultimate vision of a unified Palestinian state impossible. Several nations were represented by their foreign ministers, on their way to Trump's Thursday morning Board of Peace meeting to update the status of the plan.
British Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper, who convened the meeting and occupied the council presidency's rotating seat, cited what she called Israel's "flagrant violations of international law." She added, "We must prevent destabilization of the West Bank and preserve the viability of a Palestinian state."
Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar struck back at Cooper, noting that it was Britain that first outlined the boundaries of a Jewish homeland in 1917 in what was then known as the region of Palestine and part of the Ottoman Empire. "The same places ... you claim the Jews are ineligible to live in, you recognized as belonging as the national home of the Jewish people," he said.
"We are the indigenous people in the land of Israel," Saar said, holding up what he said were coins and other artifacts from Jewish occupancy of Judea and Samaria, the Israeli name for the West Bank, from thousands of years ago. "You invented a so-called state of Palestine, as if such a state exists or ever existed," he said. Israel, he said, "is the only power standing against huge forces of barbarism, terrorism and extremism."
Mike Waltz, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, in his own remarks focused attention on the Board of Peace and noted praise for Trump's "vision and his tenacity in putting this plan in place." He made no mention of the West Bank.
In the meantime, Palestinians continue to face an ever-quickening transformation of the West Bank, which, in the shadow of war on Gaza, has seen new Jewish settlements approved at record rates -- and more than 1,300 Palestinians killed by settlers or Israeli forces -- since Netanyahu took office in 2022, according to U.N. statistics.
Now, many say they fear not only being displaced, but losing all legal claim to their land. Many international lawyers and even some Israeli cabinet ministers who supported the measures say they are a clear reach toward seizing territory.
"We are continuing the revolution of settlement and our hold on all regions of our land," Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich said, adding: "The State of Israel is taking responsibility for its land and acting according to the law with transparency and determination."
Deputy Prime Minister Yariv Levin, who is also justice minister, said: "The Land of Israel belongs to the People of Israel. The Government of Israel is committed to deepening its hold on all its parts, and this decision is an expression of that commitment."
The coalition propping up Netanyahu, who is facing an election this year, includes settlers who are part of a large voter base in favor of annexing the West Bank altogether. The Knesset overwhelmingly approved a nonbinding motion last year to annex the territory.

The Ibrahimi Mosque, known to Jews as the Cave of the Patriarchs, seen from the Muslim cemetery in the divided West Bank city of Hebron this month. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)



A Palestinian woman walks by Jewish settlements in Hebron on Monday. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Critics said the measures would strip Palestinians of ownership rights and leave them with little or no recourse.
"The government's decision on land settlement in the West Bank is a mega land grab of Palestinian property," the Israeli anti-settlement organization Peace Now said in a statement. "Land registration will result in the transfer of ownership of the vast majority of Area C to the state, leaving Palestinians with no practical ability to realize their ownership rights."
"We warn President Trump: Netanyahu is deceiving you. You said you would not allow annexation, but he is carrying it out right under your nose," Peace Now said in its statement.
Israel has faced a chorus of international criticism over the past week, including from key European allies, to reverse the measure, including from the European Union, the United Kingdom, Australia and a host of Arab and Islamic states. The E.U. went a step further and reiterated that sanctions are "still on the table" as a possible response.
Area C refers to approximately 60 percent of the West Bank, which, per the Oslo accords, is under total Israeli military control. The Israeli cabinet decision on Sunday said that 15 percent of Area C would be registered within the next five years.
The escalating measures in the West Bank and the threat of population displacement have prompted a wave of national security concerns among U.S. allies in the Middle East.
In a statement Tuesday, the foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, alongside Turkey, Indonesia and Pakistan, reiterated their "categorical rejection of all unilateral measures aimed at altering the legal, demographic, and historical status of the Occupied Palestinian Territory."
"Israel's decision regarding lands in the West Bank undermines the peace process at its core," said one former Egyptian official briefed on the Gaza ceasefire negotiations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive negotiations. "A decisive American position is required to prevent the situation in the West Bank from escalating."
The British Foreign Office said it will chair a U.N. Security Council meeting on the Middle East on Wednesday, focusing on the West Bank and Gaza ceasefire.
"The expected pressure from international parties has fallen short. Israel appears to have waited to see the reactions, which turned out to be weak and vague," said Akram Atallah, a Palestinian political commentator. "The European Union is preoccupied with its own issues, and the U.S. administration has not pressured Israel. This was clear in the recent, hastily arranged meeting between President Trump and Netanyahu, where no pressure was applied to stop Netanyahu from moving forward."

Sheikh Saeed Al Omour, 60, near his home in Khirbet a-Rakeez in the southern Hebron Hills of the West Bank. His right leg was amputated after he was shot last April by a Jewish settler. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)



Palestinian women near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Ma'ale Mikhmas on Dec. 20. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Lawyers say it is almost impossible for Palestinians to meet the ownership standards required by Israel. Even those with property documents fear generations of their families' land will finally be stripped away.
Kamal Jaradat, 54, owns land in the al-Addaysa area of Area C. It had been planted with almond and olive trees, like so many other plots in the West Bank, but every time they tried to cultivate the land in recent years, the trees were uprooted by settlers.
Jaradat has been trying to prove that he is the lawful owner through the Israeli court system for more than two decades but said his ownership deeds are not recognized by Israel.
"We possess ownership documents proving that the land belongs to us, inherited from my grandfather, who also inherited it from his father," Jaradat said. "Israel's legal control over these areas means we lose all our property and sources of livelihood."
Michael Sfard, a Tel-Aviv based international human rights lawyer, said Palestinians are systemically prevented from participating fairly in the land registration process -- from members of the diaspora not being physically in the territory to the widespread problem of people not having access to land ownership documents.
"Unfortunately, there is a tendency, and it is not only Trump's, to expect that annexation will happen in a pompous ceremony with a ribbon-cutting and historical declarations," Sfard said. "The truth is that annexation can happen bureaucratically, in windowless offices, in a supposedly boring manner."
"This thing passes under the radar of global diplomacy and politics that do not understand that this is what is happening," Sfard added. "Trump said he does not want annexation, and I believe him, but he does not know that annexation is happening."
Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
Trump's Board of Peace to meet as Gaza stability plan languishes
President Donald Trump will gather officials from dozens of countries in Washington to hear a status report on his peace plan for Gaza, though serious stumbling blocks remain.

President Donald Trump during the Board of Peace charter announcement during the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on Jan. 22. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Karen DeYoung | 2026-02-19
President Donald Trump's Board of Peace will hold its inaugural meeting Thursday in Washington, gathering officials from dozens of countries to hear a status report on his peace plan for the Gaza Strip and what he has described as the board's "unlimited potential" to become "the most consequential international body in history."
"We're going to have all world leaders," Trump told reporters Monday.
But it remains unclear which leaders, or how many, will show up for the meeting to be held at the recently renamed Donald J. Trump U.S. Institute of Peace.
Of the 60 or so invitations he sent to heads of state to serve on the board, about two dozen countries have agreed to join. They include some who are far removed from events in the Middle East but in Trump's good graces, such as Argentina's Javier Milei and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
Belarus's dictator, Alexandr Lukashenko, accepted the invitation but said he would send his foreign minister. More than half the countries that have joined, including Belarus, are on the administration's recently released list of 75 nations barred from U.S. visas pending a State Department review.
Pakistan's prime minister is coming, but many in the Middle East are sending lower-ranking officials; some, particularly in Europe, have said they will attend only as "observers." Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declined to attend and will be represented by Foreign Minister Gideon Saar.
Under the board charter, which Trump signed last month onstage at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, temporary membership is free for three years, while the price of a permanent seat is a $1 billion "in cash funds ... within the first year." It is not clear which attendees have paid.
In a social media post Sunday, Trump said he will announce more than $5 billion pledged by member nations of the board toward Gaza humanitarian aid and reconstruction, and commitments of "thousands of personnel" toward the International Stabilization Force (ISF) and local police outlined in his plan. He also demanded that Hamas uphold "its commitment to full and immediate demilitarization."
Progress in any of those areas would be a significant step forward for what has been the lagging implementation of the second phase of the plan announced in September and endorsed three months ago by the U.N. Security Council. The first phase included a ceasefire between Hamas and Israel that has partially held, an increase in humanitarian assistance despite ongoing Israeli restrictions and the release of all hostages held by Hamas and thousands of Palestinians in Israeli prisons.
Hopes are high among many in the Middle East that definitive actions will be announced. But plans for imminent next steps have come and gone since the beginning of the year, with a U.S. official saying last month that the formation of the ISF was then expected to be announced "within days."
According to the U.N. Security Council resolution that blessed Trump's 20-point plan, troop contributions from board member states will make up the ISF. Its mission, mandated by the U.N. until the end of 2027, is to help secure border areas and ensure Gaza is demilitarized, "including the destruction and prevention of rebuilding of the military, terror, and offensive infrastructure, as well as the permanent decommissioning of weapons from non-state armed groups," and to "protect civilians ... train and provide support to the vetted Palestinian police forces ... [and] secure humanitarian corridors."
So far, only Indonesia has publicly agreed to send forces to the ISF, saying it will initially contribute about 2,000, arriving no sooner than April. Indonesian officials have said they will not deploy beyond the half of Gaza still occupied by the Israeli military. The Israel Defense Forces have tested the truce with repeated airstrikes against what it says are ongoing threats from the other half of the enclave, controlled by Hamas.
Under the Trump plan, a technocratic team of Palestinians known as the National Committee for the Administration of Gaza (NCAG) will organize local governance. The NCAG has been appointed but is unable to enter Gaza due to Israeli resistance and questions about safety. U.S. private contractors have been approached by the Trump administration to provide security for the committee at least until the new Palestinian police force is in place, although no contracts have yet been signed, according to people familiar with the outreach who spoke on the condition of anonymity about private negotiations.
Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law and one of his top negotiators, presented plans at the Davos forum to build a residential community for Palestinians in a rubble-cleared area of southern Gaza still occupied by Israel. It is to be the first of six planned "cities" in the enclave, along with high-tech manufacturing sites and "180 towers" built as a tourism resort along Gaza's Mediterranean coast.
But neither funding nor a start date for the project has been announced. A senior official of the United Arab Emirates, which some U.S. officials have said would help pay for the initial Rafah community, declined to comment.

It's unclear which leaders will attend Thursday's Board of Peace meeting set to take place at the newly renamed Donald J. Trump U.S. Institute of Peace, above, in Washington. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


"The American team is working with an impossible situation," complicated by "a very stubborn right-wing government" in Israel and a Hamas movement that, despite Trump's declaration of its commitment, has waffled on when, how much and under what conditions it will disarm, said a senior official in the region, one of several U.S. and foreign officials who discussed the sensitive situation on the condition of anonymity.
If Thursday's meeting can "go forward with funding, the ISF, policing," the official added, "the hope is that the decommissioning part will come easier. ... If you don't want to do anything, then nothing moves."
The question of disarmament and "decommissioning" Hamas as a military force, has been a roadblock to progress in virtually every other aspect of the plan's second phase, providing an argument for Israel and others to postpone implementation of further steps.
Hamas officials, who have met with Kushner and Trump envoy Steve Witkoff, sat down last week with Nickolay Mladenov, the Bulgarian politician and diplomat named Board of Peace "high representative" for Gaza. Hamas has said publicly it won't give up its weapons until Israeli forces completely withdraw.
"We have not received any draft or official proposals from mediators regarding the weapons of the resistance," senior Hamas official Osama Hamdan said last week in an interview with Al Jazeera. "The movement has not officially adopted any decision" on the question, he said, adding that "resistance is a right as long as the occupation exists."
Israel, meanwhile, says it will not withdraw until Hamas militants are totally disarmed and decommissioned.
"No final agreement has been reached on the plan [to disarm], its mechanisms or the timeline for its implementation, which is what we expect to be determined during the [Thursday] meeting," a former senior Egyptian official close to the negotiations said Tuesday. "This issue will be the central focus of the second phase and indeed its foundation."
"Those are ongoing conversations," the U.S. official said, describing the disarmament talks as "a challenge." Hamas has agreed to disarm in private conversations with U.S., Egyptian and Qatari mediators, the official said, but the question is "what that looks like in practice."
According to the Kushner prospectus delivered in a slideshow at Davos, it means the immediate destruction of "heavy weapons, tunnels, military infrastructure, weapons production facilities and munitions." Rifles and pistols are eventually to be registered by the NCAG, which will decide who is allowed to have them.
"We are under no illusions on the challenges regarding demilitarization, but we have been encouraged by what the mediators have reported back," a second U.S. official who briefed reporters Wednesday said, speaking on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the administration.
Countries in the region have expressed skepticism about this and other elements of the plan, but have signed on to it, with many believing that only Trump can pressure Israel to comply and reach the ultimate goal of Palestinian statehood it envisions. Some expressed dismay this week at Trump's lack of comment about separate Israeli moves toward annexation· of the occupied West Bank, despite his repeated insistence he would not allow that to happen.

Palestinians gather Feb. 18 in the ruins of Gaza City residential buildings to break their fast at the onset of the holy month of Ramadan. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


At a U.N. Security Council meeting Wednesday on the Israeli actions, speaker after speaker expressed concern that they would lead to "explosion" on the West Bank, undercutting the Gaza peace plan and making it impossible to implement its ultimate vision of a state combining the West Bank and Gaza.
Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi recalled that despite Trump's words on annexation, "the Israeli government has accelerated its illegal measures making annexation a reality on the ground, undermining all chances of achieving piece."
Saar, the Israeli foreign minister who also attended, said Israel would never abandon East Jerusalem, or Judea and Samaria -- Israel's name for the West Bank. He accused other countries of "inventing a so-called state of Palestine." In his own remarks, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Mike Waltz called for support for Trump's Gaza plan and made no mention of the West Bank.
So far, Israel seems determined not to budge on key parts of the Gaza plan. In a virtual address Sunday to presidents of major American Jewish organizations, Netanyahu dismissed the call for "heavy weapons" disarmament. "'Disarmed' means that it must give up weapons, not main weapons," he said, including even standard-issue arms like the AK-47.
"We're giving the president's plan a chance," Netanyahu said, recalling a pledge by Trump that it would be done one way or another. "We hope that it will be the easy way ... but that goal has to be achieved."
At a conference Monday in Jerusalem, Israeli Cabinet Secretary Yossi Fuchs, a top Netanyahu adviser, said that after discussions with the Trump administration, Israel had agreed to give Hamas 60 days to disarm completely. "We will evaluate it," he said. "If it works, great. If not, then the IDF will have to complete the mission."
Mladenov, the board's high representative for Gaza, said at the Munich Security Conference last week that the next phase of Trump's plan needs to "move very fast" to avert a resumption of the war. "We need to understand that if we don't move quickly with the implementation ... we risk a division within Gaza itself, split into two zones ... and then it will be very difficult to do anything else."
While a person familiar with planning for the Thursday Board of Peace gathering said its inaugural meeting will be "singularly focused on Gaza," Gaza is not mentioned in the organization's charter. The board's mission, Trump said Monday, goes "far beyond Gaza. I think it'll be peace all over the world."
In turning down his invitation, many governments questioned whether Trump intends the board to supplant the United Nations as a global peacemaking body. Trump has sharply criticized the U.N., and his refusal to have the U.S. pay its dues during his second term has been a major factor in sending the organization into fiscal crisis.
"As a leading founder and longstanding supporter of the United Nations, it is important that the Board's work is complementary to and consistent with the U.N. charter," New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs Winston Peters said in a social media post, rejecting board membership. Many European allies have expressed the same concern; only Hungary and Bulgaria have joined.
Some leaders apparently have decided to take part as a way of building relations with Trump. Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, who arrived Tuesday evening in Washington, has "been wanting to have a bilateral meeting with President Trump for quite a while now," although so far "the White House has not been receptive of the idea," said a senior official in the country's foreign affairs ministry, who spoke on the condition of anonymity about internal discussions.
Under the terms of the Board of Peace charter, Trump, who named himself chairman and has veto power over most of its decisions, is expected to continue to lead the body after his presidential term, although the next American president will be guaranteed membership, according to the person familiar with board plans.
"Continuity is important," the person said. "Leadership of people who have the right relationships and push the right levers is important."
Heba Farouk Mahfouz, Emily Davies, Adam Taylor and Rebecca Tan contributed to this report.
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Europe
Talks break in Geneva with no end to Russia's war or hard-line demands
After two hours of talks in Geneva on Wednesday, the head of the Russian delegation, Vladimir Medinsky, said negotiations had been "difficult but businesslike."

Russia's chief negotiator Vladimir Medinsky in Geneva on Wednesday. (Harold Cunningham/AFP/Getty Images)


By Catherine Belton, Ellen Francis | 2026-02-18
U.S.-mediated talks between Moscow and Kyiv in Geneva broke off on Wednesday without any significant progress or indication that Russia was ready to step back from its maximalist demands for subjugating Ukraine.
The head of the Russian delegation, Vladimir Medinsky, tersely said the talks had been "difficult but businesslike" and had ended after just two hours of discussions on Wednesday following longer conversations the previous day.
The reappearance of Medinsky, known to be a hard-line aide to Russian President Vladimir Putin, as head of the Kremlin's delegation had signified that Russia was digging in its heels on core demands -- including significant cuts to the Ukrainian military, the dismantling of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's government and guarantees for Ukraine's neutrality, analysts said.
Moscow has insisted that these steps are required to address what it describes as the "root causes" of the war. Ukraine's position is that Russia's invasion was unprovoked and that Moscow should end its illegal war of aggression and remove its troops that are occupying Ukrainian territory.
Russian analysts said Moscow's demands encompassed a far wider spectrum of issues than the territorial swaps proposed by President Donald Trump's administration as a path to end the war.
"As long as there is an armed anti-Russia on Ukrainian territory, there can be no peace," said Sergei Markov, a pro-Kremlin political analyst. "I don't think anyone had any big hopes that the talks would end in success. The positions are very, very far from each other."
"The idea of territorial swaps for peace is not Russia's idea," Markov added. "It is Trump's."
Proponents of territorial exchanges envision that Russia would withdraw from some areas it occupies in Ukraine in exchange for Ukraine withdrawing its military from parts of the heavily fortified Donbas area, which Putin has failed to capture during four years of full-scale war.
Zelensky's administration has previously said it could agree to withdraw troops from the Donbas area. But Kyiv has said it would agree to a pullback only if the region becomes a demilitarized zone and if the United States first provides legally watertight security guarantees.
Zelensky told reporters on Wednesday that the talks on "political" issues such as Russian demands for Ukraine to withdraw its forces from "the east" were "not easy" and that differences remain. But Zelensky also sought to put a positive spin on some of the trilateral discussions between Russia, the United States and Ukraine in Geneva, saying they had been "constructive" on ways to monitor any potential ceasefire.
Zelensky appealed again at the Munich Security Conference over the  weekend for U.S.-backed guarantees before he signs on to any deal with Russia to end the war. "Those guarantees answer the main question: how long there will be no war again," he said then.
The direct talks between Russia and Ukraine have stalled for weeks over core differences, namely territorial concessions, control of Europe's largest nuclear power plant, which is occupied by Russia in Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia region, and questions about Western guarantees for Kyiv, according to two European diplomats who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
"So far the Russian position is no boots on the ground from NATO allies, so there are outstanding points: territory, security guarantees and the future of the Zaporizhzhia plant," one of those diplomats said. "Those are the big sticking points, so we need to see if it really happens."
In meetings with U.S. officials late last year, Ukraine's chief European backers were encouraged by the U.S. interest in playing a role in securing a settlement to the war. France and Britain have led a coalition of allies planning ways to provide Ukraine with a U.S.-backed bulwark against future attack, including with some European troops and air or sea power.
Still, the Trump administration appeared to want to sign a deal before fully committing, while Kyiv has maintained it needs the Western protection baked into any settlement, the diplomats said. Russia, meanwhile, has ruled out any presence of Western soldiers in Ukraine.
Zelensky, who met with Secretary of State Marco Rubio over the weekend, has stressed Kyiv's refusal to cede territory in the east that Russia does not militarily control and said Ukraine could only hold elections if there is a ceasefire.
Analysts said it was clear the Kremlin had no intention of making any concessions.
"As long as Putin is in power, Russia isn't paralyzed by widespread protests, and there is at least some money left in the budget for weapons, the war will continue," said Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior fellow at Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, in a post on X. "The Kremlin will not make significant concessions even if faced with a protracted financial and economic crisis."
"That means there will be no final settlement either now or in the foreseeable future," Stanovaya added. "Negotiations may intensify, a short-term ceasefire is possible, and documents may even be signed. But overall, this simulation of negotiations can only lead to the simulation of a ceasefire and the simulation of a settlement."
Russia has been facing increasing economic pressure after the U.S. administration imposed tough new sanctions on Russia's two biggest oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil, in October.
The measures caused Russian oil revenue to plummet as Moscow was forced to accept discounts of more than $20 per barrel on its exports. Economists have warned of a nonpayment crisis as the economy grinds to a halt amid high inflation and high interest rates of 15.5 percent imposed by the Central Bank.
Analysts say there are concerns in the Kremlin that Moscow could face a narrowing window to reach an advantageous deal because the Trump administration could grow distracted as midterm elections near -- and then potentially could be weakened by the results.
Serhii Korolchuk and David L. Stern in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Economy
U.S. trade deficit remains high in 2025, despite Trump's tariff policy
The U.S. trade deficit for goods hit a record level despite President Trump's tariff policy.

Shipping containers at the Port of Los Angeles in May 2025. (Alisha Jucevic/For The Washington Post)


By David J. Lynch, Rachel Siegel | 2026-02-19
The U.S. merchandise trade deficit hit a record $1.2 trillion last year, despite President Donald Trump's promise to eliminate it by imposing the highest tariffs in eight decades on foreign-made products.
Thursday's Commerce Department report represents the first full-year assessment of the president's ambitious reordering of global trade. The persistence of the deficit in the face of steep new taxes on imports from China, the European Union and scores of other nations reflects the limits of Trump's preferred policy tool, economists said.
The president has described the trade deficit in goods, which the U.S. has run every year since 1975, as a "national emergency" resulting from unfair trade practices on the part of foreign nations.
A broader measure of the nation's trade balance -- including services such as travel, education and financial management -- showed a full-year deficit of $901.5 billion, down slightly from the previous year, the Commerce Department said Thursday.
Exports of goods and services rose 6.2 percent to a record $3.4 trillion. Imports rose nearly 5 percent to a record $4.3 trillion.
The goods and services deficit for the month of December widened more than Wall Street analysts had expected, reaching $70.3 billion, up from $53 billion in November.
The trade deficit -- reflecting the gap between the amount of goods Americans buy from abroad and the value of U.S. goods sold overseas -- is driven largely by domestic economic policies, in the view of mainstream economists. The sizable U.S. budget deficit, a sign of a nation living beyond its means, inevitably draws in large amounts of foreign goods, despite tariffs, they note.
"Tariffs are not the dial to turn if you want to change the overall balance of trade," said Erica York, vice president of federal tax policy with the nonpartisan Tax Foundation.
Although the president has failed thus far in his bid to shrink -- let alone eliminate -- the trade deficit, he has set in motion a fundamental reordering of global trade flows.
U.S. imports of Chinese goods fell by nearly 30 percent last year, marking a sharp break from decades of economic integration between the world's two largest economies.
China, which accounted for more than 13 percent of all U.S. merchandise imports in 2024, provided just 9 percent  last year, according to economist Chad Bown of the Peterson Institute for International Economics.
As corporations tried to escape Trump's steep tariffs on Chinese goods, they found new suppliers of products such as laptops and video game consoles in places like Vietnam.
Taiwanese companies also assumed a larger role in U.S. supply lines as demand increased for technology needed to assemble new data centers amid a boom in artificial intelligence investments.
Goods exports were driven partly by items like computers and aircraft, along with other industrial supplies. Imports drew heavily from computer accessories, telecommunications equipment and auto parts.
There's major uncertainty for the U.S. and global economies about what comes next, in part because the Supreme Court has yet to rule on whether the majority of President Donald Trump's tariffs are legal. But the data offered the latest snapshot of a historic overhaul of the economy and old global order.
Trump's return to the White House brought sprawling tariffs, a giant tax and spending bill and threats to central bank independence.
The cost of some goods such as used cars and electronics rose on the heels of the new levies, and the job market cooled significantly last year. Still, the economy continued to grow, consumers kept spending and overall inflation did not climb as high as some economists expected at the start of the new tariff regime.
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Business
Democrats revive a once-taboo idea: Capping grocery prices
Economists hate the idea of price controls. Democrats are exploring how they can address high food costs that have frustrated voters.

A grocery store in Schaumburg, Illinois, seen Feb. 9. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


By Julie Z. Weil | 2026-02-19
As voters keep indicating that grocery prices are a top concern, Democrats are exploring a new idea for what the government could do to bring down the cost of food.
But the proposal itself shows how hard it is to reduce food prices in a politically palatable -- or financially feasible -- way.
On Thursday, the Center for American Progress, a prominent left-leaning think tank that often cultivates policy ideas later adopted by the Democratic Party, proposed a two-year freeze on the prices of 22 food items, such as strawberries and steak.
Grocers would voluntarily agree to capping the cost of food in exchange for paying lower fees on credit card transactions, according to the proposal, which was written by a group led by Jared Bernstein, who chaired the White House Council of Economic Advisers during Joe Biden's presidency.
That, in effect, would force credit card companies to absorb the cost of subsidizing food purchases, a highly unusual arrangement. A draft of the proposal said the Federal Reserve could force credit card companies to do so via its regulatory oversight, though that provision was removed after questions from The Washington Post.
It is not clear how else the government might persuade credit card companies to foot the bill, nor how many grocers would agree.
"We're focused on an affordability policy where people's paychecks have a chance to catch up to grocery prices that spiked in 2021 and 2022," Bernstein said. "Even if grocery inflation has come down, which it has, the level of grocery prices is still causing sticker shock."
Food prices have been a major complaint for consumers since the 2022 inflation spike. Since 2020, the cost of bread is up 32 percent, lettuce 39 percent, mayonnaise 50 percent, and coffee 80 percent, for example, compared with a 29 percent rise in wages.
Republicans and Democrats have pledged to address grocery bills. President Donald Trump ran in 2024 promising to bring down grocery prices "on day one," and recently revoked some of the tariffs he had imposed on specific foods including bananas and coffee. In a 2024 YouGov poll, Americans showed openness to government intervention on food prices: 45 percent said they would support direct government involvement in negotiations between farmers and grocers, and 62 percent would support a law requiring food companies to drop their prices when the cost of their materials falls.
"I think the interesting story here is how far we have come," said University of Massachusetts economist Isabella Weber, who sparked fierce criticism from fellow economists when she endorsed price controls on food during the Biden administration. "We are now at a point where the affordability agenda is really breaking through into the mainstream of economic policy discussions."
Bernstein says many grocers would sign up, since it would attract shoppers into their stores: "The ones who join immediately have a competitive advantage relative to those who don't. We're confident that there are enough advantages to pull groceries into the plan."
FMI, a group representing the food industry, declined to comment on the proposal, and the National Grocers Association did not respond to questions.
The government's options for changing what grocers charge are limited. And economists tend to vehemently oppose price controls, which they say lead to shortages.
"Price caps interfere with the very basics of a capitalist economy," said Steven Kamin, an economist at the American Enterprise Institute who read the Center for American Progress paper before its publication. "Maybe it's impossible to produce eggs at $3. Maybe the cost of producing them is $3.50. In which case the eggs come off the market entirely, or ... only the cheapest producers can sell at $3, and then the supermarket puts them out at $3, and they sell an hour later, and everybody else goes and sees empty shelves."
When Kamala Harris proposed a law against grocery "price gouging" on the campaign trail two years ago, economists on the right rushed to deride the proposal for distorting the market price of food, and supporters on the left hastened to say that Harris wasn't actually advocating for price controls.
Thursday's paper comes somewhat closer to proposing exactly that. Bernstein said in an interview that his proposal differs from the standard idea of price controls because it includes incentives for the grocers to join a voluntary agreement, not a fiat, and that the incentives to boost grocers' bottom lines would prevent shortages.
The bargain would apply only to certain foods. The think tank's suggested list is eggs, steak, chicken, pork chops, canned tuna, milk, cheese, butter, rice, flour, bread, pasta, cereal, potatoes, lettuce, tomatoes, apples, oranges, strawberries, canned corn, dried beans and coffee. The paper projects that by 2028, a family of four will be spending $229 more per year on those items, which they would save if the grocers froze prices at 2026 levels.
Those 22 items, the authors say, represent about half the cost of an average four-person household's weekly grocery trip.
The plan reaches for a way to pay for the grocers' lost income from the price freezes, landing on an expansion of certain SNAP benefits, exemptions from tariffs for the participating stores and a cap on the credit card fees that they pay.
The authors estimated that consumers nationwide could save a maximum of about $13 billion.
The plan would leave credit card companies as the losers. Richard Hunt, who chairs the credit card industry group Electronic Payments Coalition, decried the plan in response to questions from The Post: "Price controls do not work in any industry. Historical evidence proves they harm consumers in the long run and repeatedly fail to solve the problems they aim to address."
The roundabout idea is a sign of how Democrats around the country are looking for ideas to address grocery prices. Cities including Atlanta and Madison, Wisconsin, are opening government-owned grocery stores, a project that New York City's new socialist mayor Zohran Mamdani has expressed interest in.
The Center for American Progress shared the price-freezing paper with some congressional Democrats in advance of its publication and plans to lobby Democrats to turn the idea into legislation. Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) did not endorse or reject the proposal in an email to The Post about the paper, saying: "Senate Democrats are advancing a clear affordability agenda: crack down on corporate abuse that drives up food costs and deliver real relief for families, farmers, and small businesses."
Neera Tanden, who is CEO of the think tank after leading Biden's Domestic Policy Council, said that the idea is based on a 2022 Mexico policy to freeze the price of certain key groceries. The plan also calls for the federal government to force cities to undo restrictive land-use rules that block new grocery stores from opening, pass legislation creating transparency in pricing in the meatpacking industry, expand crop insurance for new farmers and offer them favorable loans, and several other policies to increase competition and strengthen the food production industry during the two-year price freeze.
"I think that this is a moment for some policy creativity," Tanden said. Trump, she said, has used the federal government's power to intervene in markets in many ways, like a deal giving the government a 10 percent stake in the company Intel, and a slew of tariffs. "When a Republican president directly intervenes in the market to take shares of companies, we believe a Democratic president can and should use the federal government's powers to drive lower costs for working class Americans."
Ryan Bourne, who holds the right-leaning Cato Institute's chair for the public understanding of economics, read the paper in advance of publication and criticized the idea. "Price controls on food have a long, storied history of failure. ... Holding prices of 'essentials' below market rates will produce some combination of shortages on shelves, deteriorations in product quality, and black market re-selling," he wrote. "In the 1970s, Nixon's price ceilings led poultry farmers to destroy millions of chicks and dairy farmers to cull herds rather than sell at a loss. ... CAP's 'negotiated' compact, if binding across the economy, would have similar effects."
But Weber, the Massachusetts economist who favors price controls, pointed to a reason some Democrats might embrace price freezes regardless of economic theory: It may be politically popular. "Biden should have done some sort of shelf in supermarkets clearly branded: 'This price-stabilized shelf is from Biden stepping in on behalf of the American people.' I still think doing that kind of thing could have saved us Trump," Weber said
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Business
Silicon Valley is building a shadow power grid for data centers across the U.S.
Tech companies are building data centers with their own private power plants, a risky bet that will increase carbon emissions and other pollution.

(Pacifico Energy)


By Evan Halper | 2026-02-19

A rendering of the GW Ranch data center project in West Texas, which shows natural gas and solar plants installed on-site. (Pacifico Energy)


The GW Ranch project approved on 8,000 windswept acres of West Texas will look like many of the other data centers that have sprung up across the country to support Silicon Valley's ambitions for artificial intelligence. Dozens of airplane-hangar-size warehouses packed with computing hardware will consume more power than all of Chicago.
But it's missing one standard feature: The mammoth project, recently green-lit by state environmental regulators, won't need new power lines to deliver the electricity that it guzzles. GW Ranch will be walled off from the power grid and generate its own electricity from natural gas and solar plants installed on site.
GW Ranch is set to become part of a shadow power grid emerging across the country with potentially far-reaching consequences for the U.S. electricity system and environment.
After the rapid growth of data centers triggered pushback from politicians, utilities and local residents over the pressures they place on the grid, tech companies are now building their own fleet of private power plants, mostly fueled by natural gas.
Dozens of sprawling off-grid data center projects are planned across Texas, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Utah, Ohio and Tennessee, according to a review of regulatory filings, permits, earnings call transcripts and other documents by the energy industry research firm Cleanview. Several are already under construction.
Companies rushing to develop the facilities include Meta, ChatGPT-maker OpenAI, business software provider Oracle and oil giant Chevron. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
The off-grid projects already approved by state energy and environmental regulators could power all of New York City several times over, a vast new energy infrastructure that will bring huge new industrial facilities to communities across the country and increase U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide and other air pollutants. A handful of states have passed laws to encourage off-grid data centers by loosening rules around who can build power plants and where they can be located.

President Donald Trump at a Cabinet meeting in August, holding a graphic comparing a Meta data center project in rural Louisiana to Manhattan. (Aaron Schwartz/Pool/CNP/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


The projects are sparking alarm from El Paso to Davis, West Virginia, from residents unhappy to learn that gas plants large enough to fuel major cities are set to sprout in places they were never expected.
"This came out of nowhere," said Amy Margolies, a resident fighting an off-grid data center planned near Davis, in one of West Virginia's major tourism corridors. The project was permitted to operate a gas plant large enough to generate roughly equivalent power to that used by every home in the state. It is being propelled by a 2025 state law that eased approvals for off-grid data centers.
"They removed local control completely for this speculative gold rush," Margolies said. "Everything is shrouded in secrecy, and the public is removed from the process."
The idea of taking data centers off-grid is the latest in a line of provocative strategies adopted by the tech industry in its pursuit of more electricity that also includes reviving old nuclear plants, backing long-shot fusion energy schemes and planning to plunk down hundreds of compact nuclear power plants in communities across the U.S. But while these approaches are fossil fuel-free, most of the sector's immediate investments will be in gas power, driving up the planet-warming emissions the companies long promised to take a lead in curbing.
Billions of dollars are now being invested in power plants for off-grid data centers, even though key engineering challenges have not been solved, according to veteran energy developers.
Most of the projects rely on natural gas because the variable output of solar and wind is difficult to manage without the grid as backup. But the most efficient gas turbines are back-ordered for years, forcing developers to use more wasteful and polluting equipment.
"It is catastrophic for climate goals," said Michael Thomas, founder of Cleanview, which has identified 47 behind-the-meter projects nationwide.
Others warn that off-grid projects could struggle to keep the lights on. Gas plants typically spend a third or more of the year down for maintenance, but data centers generally operate around the clock. "I get that cost is no object for these companies and they just want to get online," said Jigar Shah, an energy entrepreneur who helped manage federal energy investments for the Biden administration. "But they have not figured out even with unlimited funds how to make these plants run with 24/7 reliability."
Shah said the projects could also drive up prices for customers who still use the power grid, as developers outbid utilities for equipment and leave other ratepayers to bear the costs of maintenance for older energy infrastructure. "This whole thing feels like a fairy tale concocted on the back of a napkin," he said.
Developers of the projects have said they can use backup generators or gas plants to keep data centers operating without interruption. President Donald Trump and White House officials have argued that loosening regulations that gave utilities a monopoly over power generation will make electricity more abundant and protect ordinary consumers.
"President Trump's vision really since the beginning of the administration is ... 'Let the AI companies become power companies. Let them stand up their own power generation as they built side by side with these new data centers,'" said David Sacks, Trump's AI and crypto czar, during a podcast interview at the World Economic Forum meeting in Davos, Switzerland, last month. "We get this infrastructure, [and] residential rates don't go up."
Silicon Valley's build-out of AI infrastructure is "too onerous for the power grid to take on," said Kevin Pratt, chief operating officer of Pacifico Energy, the energy developer building GW Ranch in Texas. "We were hearing, 'We want you to build these projects, but the utility can't give us the power we need. What can you do?'"
The off-grid strategy appears to have worked for Elon Musk. In 2024, his company xAI got a Memphis data center up and running in months -- instead of the more typical years -- in part by largely sidestepping the grid and powering the facility with dozens of portable gas generators.
Last month, the Environmental Protection Agency ruled the setup illegally breached emissions rules and required the company to get permits. But tech industry officials say xAI had put rivals on notice that unless companies found work-arounds to lengthy wait times for power grid hookups, they risked being left behind.
The fallout is now reverberating in places like Tucker County, West Virginia. Residents learned through a legal notice in the community newspaper the Parsons Advocate that developer Fundamental Data was seeking to build a massive, off-grid data center with a large gas plant on a ridgeline near Davis.

Blackwater Falls State Park in Davis, West Virginia, a town where a data center with an off-grid gas plant is taking shape. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The state law promoting such projects strips local officials of their usual authority to vet and approve new developments if these proposals are related to data center campuses using off-grid power. Fundamental Data received a state environmental permit for the gas plant over the loud objections of residents and officials in surrounding communities.
The company declined to say how many gas turbines it plans to use or what kind they will be. It would not comment on whether the data center would be for AI development, crypto mining or something else.
"As designed, it is intended to operate independently and does not rely on ratepayer-funded infrastructure or impact existing residential customers," Fundamental Data said in a statement.
The project is one of at least three large off-grid data center developments that builders are pursuing in West Virginia under its 2025 law. One of the others, the Monarch Compute Campus in Mason County, will initially use gas to generate enough electricity to power 1.5 million homes, plans say, and later quadruple its output. That would see the site generate and consume several times the total electricity consumption of West Virginia residents.
The major tech companies that will tap this shadow grid are mostly keeping their names off the projects while developers go through the messy process of permitting, overcoming community opposition and construction.
Meta is one exception. Through a subsidiary, it is working with natural gas colossus Williams on a project called Socrates in New Albany, Ohio, that will install a pair of off-grid gas power plants that will each sprawl across 20 acres. Williams says it will be operational this year.
The social media giant has another off-grid project in El Paso, where it is working with the local utility to create a large gas generating facility by linking together 813 modest generators. Local officials and activists have protested the plan, alleging that Meta won lucrative city and county incentives after leaving the impression its data center campus would be powered by clean energy.
Meta's local partner, El Paso Electric, wrote in regulatory filings first reported on by the Texas Tribune that using solar panels and battery storage "would require thousands of acres adjacent to the Data Center site which are not available."
Meta said that the fossil fuel power used in El Paso will be paired with purchases of renewable energy. "As with all of our data centers, including dozens of renewable projects throughout Texas, we work to add energy to the grid and match our data center's electricity use with 100% clean, and renewable energy," company spokesman Ryan Daniels said in an email.
Oracle and OpenAI are also developing off-grid power plants for their data centers. Construction is underway at their Stargate Project Jupiter campus in New Mexico, which will be powered by massive natural gas systems.
OpenAI chief executive Sam Altman is an investor in aerospace firm Boom Supersonic, which has refashioned a jet engine design to power off-grid data centers. The first batch will go to developer Crusoe, which is building one of the world's largest data center campuses in Wyoming.

Construction of natural gas plant infrastructure as part of a data center project in Abilene, Texas, last September. (Kyle Grillot/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


Despite the immense capital invested and shovels in the ground, the AI industry's off-grid plans do not compute for some veterans of big energy projects.
Developers are "trying to rush to market with a bunch of clankety old stuff that was headed to the scrapyard, or with dozens to hundreds of small generating units strung together," said Aaron Zubaty, CEO of California-based Eolian, which builds large energy installations.
Those untested designs will inevitably develop maintenance problems that cause cost overruns, malfunctioning equipment and unanticipated outages, Zubaty said. He predicted that spending on the projects may be more likely to pay off by creating pressure on utility companies to accommodate more data centers on the grid.
"If you are a utility, this can't be your future," he said. "You can't have your biggest customers never need you again."
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Media
Brendan Carr defends FCC role in dropped Colbert interview: 'No censorship'
The FCC chief blasted the Texas Democrat whose interview with Colbert was allegedly blocked by CBS, while claiming Americans trust "gas station sushi" more than the news media.

Stephen Colbert, left, in Los Angeles, in 2022; and Texas state Rep. James Talarico in 2025, in Chicago. (Talia Sprague, Jae C. Hong,/AP)


By Leo Sands, Scott Nover | 2026-02-18
Two days after CBS late-night host Stephen Colbert said he was barred from airing an interview with Texas state Rep. James Talarico (D) because of the network's legal concerns about flouting the FCC's equal-time rule, the commission's chair, Brendan Carr, defended himself against allegations of censorship.
"There was no censorship here at all," Carr told reporters at a Wednesday news conference. CBS, he said, had a clear path to regulatory compliance by affording interviews to Talarico's rivals in his primary race to become the next U.S. senator from Texas.
Carr blasted Talarico, saying that the 36-year-old politician "took advantage" of news media "for the purpose of raising money and getting clicks." He remarked that the press coverage of the incident was "a perfect encapsulation of why the American people have more trust in gas station sushi than they do in the national news media."
Anna M. Gomez, the only Democrat on the FCC, said Carr's investigations and threats toward media companies had led to corporate appeasement. "What you are seeing is using and weaponizing our enforcement process to pressure broadcasters to self-censor," Gomez told reporters, speaking after Carr at the Wednesday news conference.
Colbert laid into executives at CBS and its parent company, Paramount Skydance, for the second night running Tuesday, rebuking his bosses for their handling of the interview.
In an on-air segment, Colbert suggested the network was caving to pressure by trying to apply the FCC's equal-time rule, which requires broadcasters to provide equal opportunity to political candidates but has traditionally not applied to news and talk-show interviews.
Colbert was already set to depart from the network in May, after CBS said over the summer it will cancel "The Late Show" for financial reasons.
CBS pushed back against Colbert's accusation that it blocked the Talarico interview in a statement Tuesday, suggesting its executives hadn't prohibited the interview but instead had informed Colbert of legal guidance that it could trigger the FCC equal-time rule.
Last month, the FCC said it would require network talk shows to offer equal airtime to all candidates intending to run for the same office, changing course on a long-running policy and resurfacing free-speech concerns.
Colbert's interview with Talarico was posted on the show's YouTube channel, where it has so far received  about 6 million views.
The CBS statement rankled Colbert. In his show Tuesday, he told his audience that he had never before been asked to abide by the equal-time rule in  more than two decades of hosting late-night shows. (Colbert's last show, "The Colbert Report," aired on the cable channel Comedy Central, which like CBS is currently owned by Paramount Skydance. The FCC only regulates content on broadcast TV, not on cable.)
"I was ready to let the whole thing go, until a few hours ago," he said, holding up CBS's statement. "This is a surprisingly small piece of paper considering how many butts it's trying to cover," he said, also criticizing the company for publishing it without consulting him first.
"For the record, I'm not mad. I really don't want an adversarial relationship with the network," he continued. "I'm just so surprised that this giant global corporation would not stand up to these bullies."
Colbert then likened the statement to dog poop, crumpling the paper and scooping it into a bag to audience cheers.
Neither CBS nor Paramount Skydance immediately responded to emailed requests for comment early Wednesday.
In the past year, FCC Chairman Brendan Carr has remolded the federal agency into a speech enforcer tackling perceived liberal bias in the media industry. Under his leadership, the FCC has investigated media companies, threatening those that do not abide by rarely enforced rules and invoking little-known policies, such as its controversial "news distortion" policy.
Last year, Carr drew bipartisan criticism for his comments suggesting the FCC could take action against another late-night host, Jimmy Kimmel, for his comments in the wake of the killing of conservative activist Charlie Kirk.
In the public notice issued by the FCC last month, the agency asserted that daytime and nighttime talk shows would have to apply for exemptions to the equal-time rule for each program. "Importantly, the FCC has not been presented with any evidence that the interview portion of any late night or daytime television talk show program on air presently would qualify for the bona fide news exemption," it said.
At the time, Gomez called the notice "misleading." On Tuesday, she suggested the FCC did not have the legal authority "to pressure broadcasters for political purposes."
Last summer, the FCC gave a green light to an $8 billion deal for David Ellison's Skydance to buy CBS parent company Paramount.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/02/18/colbert-james-talarico-fcc-segment-cbs/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Economy
Union membership edged up in 2025 despite attacks from Trump administration
Union membership rose to 10 percent in 2025, despite the Trump administration's efforts to weaken organized labor's power.

Union members are in the crowd at an address by New York Gov. Kathy (D) Hochul at a construction site Tuesday. (Adam Gray/Reuters)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2026-02-18
The share of American workers in unions edged up in 2025, the first rise in years despite the Trump administration's attacks on federal government unions and the agency that enforces collective bargaining rights.
Union membership increased by a tenth of a percentage point to 10 percent last year, because of successes in union organizing and slower labor market growth.
About 14.7 million workers were union members in 2025, an increase of 410,000, according to data released by the Labor Department on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the number of workers represented by unions rose to the highest level since 2009. That figure, which represents workers covered by union contracts generally, is higher than union membership numbers, because some workers opt out of membership in unionized workplaces, even though they receive the benefits of a union contract.
Last year's union gains coincided with numerous actions by the Trump administration aimed at weakening organized labor's power. President Donald Trump stripped millions of federal workers of their collective bargaining rights and canceled federal union contracts. He also fired a member of the National Labor Relations Board without cause, for the first time in the agency's 90-year history. For most of the year, the board lacked a quorum necessary to consider cases alleging  violations of the National Labor Relations Act.
Despite the attacks on federal government unions, union membership in the public sector grew in 2025 and continued to be about five times higher than the private sector, at 32.9 percent. That boost came, in part, from a rise in union membership in the federal government, as tens of thousands of civil servants joined unions amid attacks on their jobs from the Trump administration.
"Even in our current broken system of labor law and policy ... we're seeing this increase in union density," said Celine McNicholas, director of policy and government affairs at the left-leaning Economic Policy Institute. "It's clear that workers want union and are winning unions."
Health care, retail, education and construction also posted strong gains in union membership. Meanwhile, some traditional blue-collar industries --  including manufacturing, mining and transportation -- saw declines in union membership.
Among major racial groups, Black workers continued to have the highest rates of union membership in 2025, at 11.4 percent, compared to 9.9 percent for White workers.
Union membership had hit an all-time low in 2023 and again in 2024, despite efforts by President Joe Biden to expand union workers' power. That's partly because millions of nonunion jobs were created coming out of the pandemic as the economy reopened. But in 2025, the labor market grew at its slowest pace outside of recessions since the early 2000s.
Declines in union membership across the United States have been attributed to the shift toward a service-based economy, the influx of right-to-work laws and employer opposition to unions. Support for unions has soared over the past decade and was at 68 percent in 2025, near levels not seen since the 1960s, according to Gallup polling.
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Economy
White House economic adviser says Fed researchers should be punished
One of President Donald Trump's top economic advisers assailed Fed research into the administration's tariffs policies, saying the authors deserved to be punished.

White House economic adviser Kevin Hassett addresses reporters in Washington on Wednesday. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-02-18
Kevin Hassett, a top economic adviser to President Donald Trump, on Wednesday assailed a study from the Federal Reserve Bank of New York finding that U.S. companies shoulder most of the costs of tariffs, calling for the central bank to punish the researchers behind the work, which he characterized as an "embarrassment."
"What they've done is they put out a conclusion, which has created a lot of news, that's highly partisan, based on analysis that wouldn't be accepted in a first-semester econ class," Hassett, who heads the White House's National Economic Council, said Wednesday on CNBC.
The comments represent the latest attack on the Federal Reserve from an administration that has repeatedly sought to bully the central bank, with the president himself repeatedly attacking Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell for not slashing interest rates.
The Justice Department is separately examining whether Powell misled the Senate over the summer in testimony that touched on a $2.5 billion renovation of the Fed's headquarters. Powell has forcefully pushed back against the probe, calling it a pretext to undermine the central bank's independence on monetary policy.
The White House has also repeatedly attacked economic data and research that reached conclusions it did not like. The president in August called on Goldman Sachs to replace its top economist after the bank concluded U.S. firms and consumers would bear most of the tariffs' costs -- a conclusion that tracks the New York Fed's. Trump also fired the head of the Bureau of Labor Statistics that month following the release of bleak labor market news.
Hassett had been viewed as the leading contender to succeed Powell when the Fed chair's term expires in mid-May. The disclosure of the criminal probe last month upended what had become a months-long, "Apprentice"-style process, with Trump saying he wanted Hassett to stay at the White House. Trump ultimately settled on Kevin Warsh, a former Federal Reserve governor, as his pick to replace Powell -- though it's unclear whether the nomination will advance as long as the criminal probe remains open.
A New York Fed spokeswoman declined to comment on Hassett's remarks.
In a study published last week, the New York Fed found that U.S. companies and consumers absorbed nearly 90 percent of the economic burden imposed by tariffs in 2025.
"Our results show that the bulk of the tariff incidence continues to fall on U.S. firms and consumers," the New York Fed officials wrote. "These findings are consistent with two other studies that report high pass-through of tariffs to U.S. import prices."
Disputing that conclusion, Hassett argued that U.S. consumers are better off as a result of tariffs, saying the Fed failed to account for changes in import volumes and higher wages of U.S. workers.
"If we bring the stuff home, create the demand at home, then that will hurt China and drive up wages of the U.S., and American consumers will be better off," Hassett said.
Wednesday's comments came a day after U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer said that the administration's tariffs aren't regressive, reasoning that rich people spend more than poorer consumers.
"It's not regressive," he said on CNBC. "Most consumption in America is done by the wealthiest people. So the idea it's somehow regressive is just wrong."
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Food
Cooking chat: Why don't more people saute with water instead of oil?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

(The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-02-19

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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The Optimist
Construction workers bond with girl, 4, who had sign: 'Waiting for a '
The construction crew waves through the window every day to 4-year-old Brinley. They have also delivered gifts, including a hard hat signed by each worker.

Brinley Wyczalek, 4, is awaiting a heart transplant at Cleveland Clinic Children's. Construction workers in the building across from her put a "get well" sign in the window, so her family made a sign in response. (Cleveland Clinic)


By Sydney Page | 2026-02-19
Brinley Wyczalek eagerly looks out of her hospital room window every afternoon around 3:15.
Across the way in another building, a crew of construction workers wave at her, forming heart shapes with their hands. Brinley, 4, smiles and sends hearts back.

As 4-year-old Brinley Wyczalek awaits a heart, a construction crew waves through the window of the building across to say hello.


The daily exchange lasts only a few minutes, but it has become the brightest part of her day. Brinley has been in inpatient care at Cleveland Clinic Children's since October and is waiting for a heart transplant.

Brinley looks out her hospital room window, waiting for construction workers to greet her. (Cleveland Clinic)


Brinley was born healthy, but at 2 was diagnosed with dilated cardiomyopathy and heart failure, caused by covid-19 and respiratory syncytial virus, her mother said.
"It kind of just progressed in her little tiny body without us even knowing she was sick," Berlyn Wyczalek said.

Brinley has been in the hospital for more than 110 days. (Cleveland Clinic)


Doctors discovered the problem only because Brinley had croup, and Wyczalek -- a respiratory therapist -- insisted on a chest X-ray, she said.
"I knew something wasn't right with her," Wyczalek said. "She wouldn't be here had we not caught it."
For about 18 months, medication stabilized Brinley's condition, and she was able to live at home in Vermillion, Ohio, roughly 45 miles from Cleveland. But gradually, her heart weakened. It began to stunt her development.

Brinley with her parents, Travis and Berlyn Wyczalek. (Sweet Pea Photography by Liz)


"It eventually got to the point where she wasn't growing," Wyczalek said. "Her heart was using all of the energy her body had."
Doctors admitted Brinley to the hospital and placed her on the transplant list. She has now spent more than 110 days there.
As she waits for a new heart -- which could take up to 18 months -- Brinley relies on a Berlin Heart, a ventricular assist device that helps pump blood through her body.
"It acts as a bridge to transplant," Wyczalek explained. "The machine does all the work. ... It's really amazing."
But the device comes with limitations. Brinley can only be unplugged from the wall for 30 minutes at a time, making it difficult to leave her room for long stretches. The days often feel monotonous.

Brinley goes for a bike ride in the hospital hallway. (Cleveland Clinic)


"She's starting to get a little stir-crazy in the room," her mother said. "The other day she was crying and saying she just wants her heart to be here already."
Brinley's parents have tried to make the hospital room feel as much like home as possible, decorating it with colorful pillows, sheets and toys. They said they entertain her as best they can. One day in January, Brinley's father was playing with her, using the flashlight on his phone to cast light around the room.

Brinley rests in her hospital room. (Cleveland Clinic)


In the building across from them, Devan Nail noticed a flicker through the window. Nail, 26, is a carpenter for OCP Contractors, and is working on Cleveland Clinic's new Neurological Institute. He looked closer and saw nurses waving -- and what appeared to be a tiny patient. He shined a light back.
Realizing he was facing a children's hospital, Nail quickly made a simple sign: "Get Well Soon," with a heart drawn underneath. He had no idea he was working across from the hospital's cardiac floor.

The "Get Well Soon" sign Nail put in the window. (Cleveland Clinic)


Back in Brinley's room, her mother was stunned.
"I was begging for a sign of hope," she said.
The family responded with their own message: "THANK U, WAITING FOR A ."
"That started it all," Nail said, adding that he wrote another sign back a few days later that said: "Praying for you & your family. Keep fighting!"

Brinley Wyczalek, 4, is waiting for a heart transplant at Cleveland Clinic Children's. (Sweet Pea Photography by Liz)


"We kind of just built this bond of talking back and forth," Wyczalek said.
Now at the end of each shift, Nail and several of his co-workers go to the third floor to say hi to Brinley. They also often tape up new signs with messages like "Good Morning Brinley!" and "Not All Superheroes Wear Capes, Some Wear Pigtails and Smiles."

A sign construction workers taped up to the window on Wednesday. (Brinley Wyczalek)


"It hits close to home," said Nail, whose fiancee's father had a heart transplant. "It makes you really appreciate what you have, and you never know what the person next to you is going through."

Another sign made by Nail. (Cleveland Clinic)


After learning about Brinley's story, many workers contributed to a GoFundMe to help her family. Brinley's father continues working to maintain the family's health insurance, while her mother is staying in Cleveland during her treatment.
The construction crew also delivered gifts: a hard hat signed by each worker, a giant teddy bear, coloring books, pajamas and a gift basket.

Brinley with gifts from the construction workers. (Cleveland Clinic)


"It all just started to spiral in a good way. ... It's cool to see that such a small thing could impact a lot of people," Nail said. "To have a small part in her journey is really uplifting for myself and others."
One of Nail's co-worker's mother's gave Brinley an LED heart light to put on her window. They agreed that whenever the light is on, it signals to the workers that Brinley is doing okay.
"Every day, I find myself checking to make sure it's on," Nail said. "I pray for her every day."

Brinley celebrates Heart Month this February with her parents. (Cleveland Clinic)


Even on days when the blinds are drawn, or the glare obscures the view, Nail and others still show up -- waving and making hearts with their hands.
"I get upset when I can't see her," Nail said.
Brinley's care team said the daily ritual has lifted her spirits during a difficult and uncertain time.
"There is healing and there is nurturing of the soul when there is a friendly interaction, when there is an interaction grounded in compassion and mutual respect," said Shahnawaz Amdani, Brinley's pediatric cardiologist, and the section head of pediatric heart transplant at the Cleveland Clinic. "That's what you see here."

Brinley decked out in hearts. (Cleveland Clinic)


Amdani said pediatric patients waiting for a heart experience "inordinately long" wait times, as there are size-matching requirements and a shortage of young donors. He said the support of hospital staff -- and the construction workers -- can make the wait less emotionally taxing.
"The year is long, but hopefully these interactions make sure the days are short," he said. "The better she is from a mental health standpoint going into a big operation like this ... I've done enough heart transplants to tell you that it absolutely has a positive impact on the outcome."
For Brinley's parents, the support has made a big difference as well.
"Even though we're in these four walls, there are other people out there rooting for Brinley and other kids on the floor," Wyczalek said. "It's something to look forward to in the long days that we're sitting there."
Despite her medical challenges, Wyczalek described her daughter as a sweet and spunky little girl who loves dancing to Chappell Roan's "Pink Pony Club."
"She is meant to do great things," her mother said. "I know she will."

Brinley takes a walk down a hallway. (Cleveland Clinic)


Each afternoon, Wyczalek sets a 3:05 p.m. alarm on her phone to make sure Brinley doesn't miss her friends across the street. One day, she hopes to tape a new message to the glass.
"I can't wait to put up a sign that says, 'I'm getting a new heart,'" Wyczalek said.
Until then, Nail said he'll be there at the window.
"It's not a chore; it's not something that I have to do. It's to see her smile," Nail said. "Just a simple wave or heart signal means the world."
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: How can I ever trust my therapist husband again?
Therapist husband refuses couple's therapy because he fears the letter writer "would 'misrepresent him' to people he perceives as colleagues."

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-02-19
Dear Sahaj, My husband is a child therapist and a very good father. But when it comes to being a partner, I often feel like I don't measure up to his high standards.
A few years ago, I went through a bout of depression. After I confided in him, I found a handwritten questionnaire addressed to my 6-year-old daughter asking her questions like, "do you feel safe with mom?" It was my husband's handwriting, but when I confronted him about it, he said it was probably something from school. I didn't believe that could be true, it didn't look like the typical school paper, but I didn't know what else to do but to try to let it go.
For months after that though, my daughter would repeat the phrases on the questionnaire, saying she "didn't feel safe with me" and wanted dad. I've had a hard time trusting him with my feelings since then and our relationship has suffered. I've asked to go to couples therapy to have a mediated conversation, but he said no because I would "misrepresent him" to people he perceives as colleagues.
I've started couples therapy on my own, but I feel I'm not getting far with one-sided conversations. I've tried talking with him and writing letters, but he often doesn't want to address anything that feels negative. I'm at a loss of what to do to regain trust in our marriage.
-- Untrusting and Unsure
Untrusting and Unsure: As a therapist, I am appalled by the way your husband is weaponizing his profession.
Of course your husband's expertise carries weight and that authority can shape whose narrative feels more credible. But if his competence is used to dismiss, deflect or control the framing of your concerns, then this expertise shifts from a strength to creating a power imbalance -- one in which you are left feeling less than and second-guessing yourself. Your husband can be a good therapist and a good father, but that does not mean he's being a good partner.
Conflict is bound to happen in relationships. But what can really make or break them is whether repair happens after the rupture. In your case, your husband hasn't engaged in any meaningful conversation about the questionnaire, your feelings of distrust or even attempts to reconcile. You've tried: You've asked for couples therapy. You've written letters. And you've attempted conversations.
But you cannot repair a relationship alone.
If your husband continues to avoid these hard conversations, refuse mediation or care more about how his colleagues perceive him than how you actually feel, then the issue becomes less about these specific instances and more about a bigger picture.
Instead of focusing on "How do I fix this?" you'll have to move toward "What kind of marriage am I willing to live in?" You can't control what he does next, but you can be honest with yourself about what your non-negotiables are. Can you live with this if it never gets acknowledged by your husband? If difficult conversations remain off-limits, what does that mean for intimacy and safety?
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
If you choose to try to have another conversation again, don't be vague. Go into the conversation naming the event plainly, explaining the impact on you and making a direct request. This might sound like, "When I found the handwritten questionnaire in your handwriting asking our daughter if she felt safe with me, I was shocked and hurt -- especially because it happened right after I shared that I was depressed. I need you to be honest about what happened."
Your request may be something else -- like commitment to couples therapy or an apology -- but just pick one for now. This will help you define what repair looks like and assess whether he is willing to rebuild with you. And don't let the conversation keep circling around whether it "really happened." Agree to disagree on the details, and insist on addressing the impact of the thing instead. For what it's worth, even if it were a paper from school, that's a shocking paper to find in your child's room, and it would be acceptable for you to want to discuss that.
In any relationship where a person's reality may feel contested, I recommend documenting everything and having a witness to your experience, like a therapist and trusted friend. In private, start writing down what's happening to anchor your memories before it gets reshaped by repeated conversations. Sharing what you've written with someone you trust can also help you process better.
Think about whether this is a larger pattern or if it is, in fact, specific to this one instance. Do difficult conversations consistently get reframed? Do you often leave conversations feeling confused or smaller? If you notice that each attempt to get clarity from your husband leaves you more confused, maybe he's not someone you can get reassurance from anymore.
Lastly, forget about your husband's "high standards" and whether you "measure up." Depression does not make someone unsafe. Vulnerability does not disqualify you from being a good mother or partner. If anything, your willingness to reflect and seek mediation tells me you care deeply about relational integrity. Your husband's willingness to use his profession to diminish you, on the other hand, might tell you something about his integrity.
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Advice
How to support a couple rocked by cheating? Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-02-19
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Atheist feels bad about insincere offers of prayer 
When people ask for prayers, how does this atheist respond authentically and politely?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-02-19
Dear Miss Manners: I am a late-middle-aged gentleman who has been an atheist for about 35 years. I have been open about this fact but do not advertise it carelessly.
Most of my family and dear friends are devoutly religious people who are aware that I am an atheist, and they frequently offer to pray for me or ask that I pray for them.
When people offer prayers on my behalf, I answer with something like "Thank you. That's so very kind of you to keep me in your prayers." But what do I do when people ask me to pray for them? I currently say that I will, but that feels dishonest and inauthentic because I do not pray. However, I don't want to come across as uncaring to my family and friends in their hours of need. What response would you recommend?
"I am not religious, but I certainly wish you well and will keep you in my thoughts."
Dear Miss Manners: My husband is extremely frugal with money (maybe too much so) and we don't spend much outside of bills or basic necessities. My parents, on the other hand, go out to eat pretty much daily, sometimes twice daily; they rarely cook. I thought this would change when they both retired, but it has not.
My husband is very uncomfortable with this. When we are visiting my parents, he tells me I need to speak up and tell them that we cannot afford to go out so much, not to mention that constant restaurant food doesn't make us feel good.
We have told them all this before, and they don't want to change their habits or give up their fun. What usually happens is they end up picking up the tab, which still makes my husband and myself uncomfortable. We don't want to take advantage, but they don't listen to us. They have told me that it just isn't as fun when you can't go out to dinner.
During these visits, we are usually in the car with them on long day trips, so we're not always able to just go home and cook. On a side note, my father is having quadruple bypass surgery next week, and we know the eating habits over the years have affected this.
Your parents and your husband would each like to follow their respective normal patterns. Miss Manners understands you to prefer your husband's approach, and you have provided her with a menu of reasons: lower expenses, better health, greater comfort and -- for the guests, at least -- lesser embarrassment (at not contributing to the cost).
Some of these dishes are not very filling. The parents/hosts bearing a disproportionate share of the expense is not surprising, and should not be a cause of embarrassment as long as proper gratitude is expressed. Healthfulness can be argued, Miss Manners suspects, though it is out of her area of expertise.
But why not simply offer to cook a specific menu for a specific meal at your parents' home? A compromise is harder to refuse -- and less insulting than general criticisms of others' choices.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Friend takes cake home without asking and ruins my birthday
Letter writer told cake-stealing friend she couldn't take slices back home, and "she looked shocked, angry and hurt."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-02-19
Dear Eric: There's a gal in my social circle who makes a habit of attending birthday parties and, in addition to the piece or two of birthday cake she consumes at the party, wraps pieces of cake to take home "for my family." Sometimes she even does it without asking permission.
On my 37th birthday, I had a gathering of about 12 of the gals over. I baked my own cake, a simple two-layer round one, that had to be divided carefully to ensure that every attendee got a slice. After everyone who wanted one had a slice, I was delighted to see that there were still three slivers on the plate. But at the end of the party, they were gone. The cake hoarder had struck again.
I was livid.
Time went by and at my 40th birthday party, as I was in the process of cutting the cake, she came up to me with a plate in her hand and asked if she could have a few extra slices to take home to her family.
I said no. If there were a few slices left over, I would be taking them home to enjoy as it was my birthday cake.
She looked shocked, angry and hurt. I'm just curious, is it poor manners to wrap up someone else's birthday cake, either without permission or by putting them on the spot, and taking home three times as much cake as anyone else at the party?
-- Feeling Not So Sweet
Not So Sweet: Short and sweet: she should have asked and she shouldn't have been huffy about getting told no.
The manners books don't really address this three-slice conundrum because it seems specific to your friend. Personally, if I've got a limited number of slices, I'm not going to invite this person to my party. There's no harm in asking for what you want, but it's also important not to get carried away. Perhaps chalk it up to her misreading the room or being overeager. But, at the end of the day, you don't have any obligation to provide a sweet treat for her husband and kids at home.
Dear Eric: I was invited to join a group of ladies last year for a monthly game night. We all take turns hosting.
I'm wondering how to gracefully quit the group. They are really nice people, and we all get along. But the conversation is light, and we hardly ever veer into world affairs. I sense a political divide.
Anyway, I would simply rather spend the evening home with my husband watching a movie or reading. How do I let the ladies know without offending them?
-- Homebody
Homebody: Everything has its season and group traditions don't have to last forever. They don't even have to last multiple years.
The most graceful way to bow out of game night is to tell them you appreciate the company and you're grateful to have been invited, but you'd like to spend more time with your husband. This is the truth and it's also hard to fault you for it. There's no need to get into the issues with light conversation, as that veers into critique. It's possible the group has had other members come and go, too. It happens. And it's very likely that they all have other demands on their time. They'll understand.
Dear Eric: This is in reference to the letter from "Movin' and Groovin"', who took social dance classes and wanted to learn more technique from the instructor, instead of basic steps that were accessible at all levels. I've been dancing ballet, ballroom, country-western, folk and clogging since I was six so I do have a lifetime of experience.
If you are taking group dance classes, the instructor will really only have time to concentrate on everyone in the class learning the step/steps being taught in that class. If it's a more advanced class, the instructor will most likely add in some technique.
Traditionally technique is taught in private lessons where the instructor can work on the student's specific needs. Almost all dance students take classes from various instructors (who all have different strengths). This enables the dance student to benefit from a wide variety of training and build a stronger dance repertoire.
This is not looked at as being "unfaithful" to your current instructor. In fact, most will encourage that you take from others (as they do such themselves -- you never stop learning). Hope this helps!
-- Keep On Dancing in the OC
Dancing: It does help! Thanks for this perspective. A good instructor is going to want you to improve and will give you the tools to do so. Sometimes those tools are referrals to other instructors who can take your skills to the next level.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Nourish
Cooking at home is an act of self-care with mental and physical benefits
The process of cooking is just as good for you as the food itself, as this customizable socca flatbread shows.

Socca Flatbread With Fennel Arugula Salad. (Photos by Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-02-18
Cooking at home is one of the best things you can do for your health. No matter what you make, home-cooked meals tend to be better for you -- lower in sodium and saturated fat and more sensibly portioned -- than restaurant food or takeout. If you lean into more healthful recipes, that's even better. But it's not only the food itself that's beneficial, as Nicki Sizemore explains in her cookbook "Mind, Body, Spirit, Food." The process of cooking itself can be nourishing, too.
Get the recipe: Socca Flatbread With Fennel Arugula Salad
This may come as news to those who feel that cooking is often yet another stressful chore to get through after a long day. We've all been there -- Sizemore, too. The idea for this book arose from her realization that by shifting her mindset, she could let go of the angst around meal prep and see it "as a tool to help us access more presence, freedom and joy in our lives." She achieves this, in part, by taking a moment to set an intention for how she wants to feel as she cooks and eats. Such intentions can be as simple as "I will be fully present now." They are statements that "have the power to transform cooking and eating from a necessity to an act of self-inquiry and care," she writes.

The baked socca flatbread before it's topped with the salad.


In her book, she offers intentions for each recipe as inspiration. "I will leave my day at the door" is the one she includes with this socca flatbread, and it is an easy recipe that certainly lends itself to releasing the day and enjoying the cooking and eating process. It transforms socca, the tender Provencal chickpea flour pancake, into a crisp-edged flatbread by baking the batter in a hot cast-iron skillet. The flatbread is then slathered with pesto and piled with a salad of shaved vegetables, leafy greens and cheese. She encourages readers to play with the salad ingredients and proportions, so I went with a lemony fennel and arugula salad with shaved parmesan, and I added toasted pine nuts for crunch. The result is a delightfully different dish that can be served as a vegetarian main, side or starter. And it comes with the added bonus of a healthy reminder of how grounding the act of cooking can be.
Get the recipe: Socca Flatbread With Fennel Arugula Salad
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Live Chats
Dining chat: Is a $200 corkage fee reasonable?
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-02-18
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Going Out Guide
The 37 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Lions dance in the streets of Chinatown, bikes race through an underground parking garage, a global film fest returns, and Mardi Gras belatedly gets its parade.

(Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-02-19
This weekend brings D.C.'s biggest celebrations of the Lunar New Year, with lions dancing in the streets of Chinatown, an after-hours party at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Asian Art, and dance parties spotlighting Asian artists. There are also  more Mardi Gras parties, including the big parade and fireworks show at the Wharf, postponed from February 15. But a very busy schedule also includes the return of the globe-trotting (and free!) Mother Tongue Film Festival; the ever-popular Garage Racing National Championships, which find bike riders careening through an underground parking garage; and events honoring Black History Month, including a film festival, walking tours and trivia. Dining gets cheaper as two Maryland cities kick off their restaurant weeks, and Adams Morgan's Her Diner opens its doors early to cheer for the U.S. Women's Olympic hockey team.
Mother Tongue Film Festival
The Smithsonian's 11th annual Mother Tongue Film Festival immerses viewers in cultures far from Washington: The Andes Mountains, Fiji, Ethiopia and Scotland are among the places featured in short and featured films, all presented in their native languages with subtitles or open captions. In total, the 25 films included in this year's lineup represent 27 languages from 14 regions across the globe. The real reason to indulge in Mother Tongue, though, is that all programs are free, and most are followed by a Q&A session with directors, producers and museum curators who provide additional context. Thursday's opening night presentation, at the National Museum of the American Indian, is "Uiksaringitara (Wrong Husband)," a tale about star-crossed lovers in northern Canada 2,000 years ago, and a discussion with producer and co-writer Samuel Cohn-Cousineau. Screenings take place at various locations around D.C., including Planet Word and George Washington University. Through Feb. 22. Free.
Gold-Medal Hockey Match at Her Diner
Since women's ice hockey became an Olympic sport in 1998, every final except one has been contested by the U.S. and Canada. Defending champion Canada has five gold medals. The U.S. team, winner in 2018, has two golds. The heated rivalry returns to the ice Thursday in the gold-medal game, and Adams Morgan's Her Diner is opening at 12:30 p.m. so fans can settle in with food and drinks before the puck drops at 1:10. (The bar notes that it has  WiFi in case you need to "work" remotely.) 12:30 p.m. Free.
Rosslyn BID Lunar New Year Celebration
The Hung Ci Lion Dance Troupe is set to perform a lion dance in the middle of Rosslyn to ring in the year. The main event takes place in the neighborhood's Central Place Plaza at 6 p.m., with activities including a wishing wall, a photo souvenir booth and a display where you can learn about your birth year's animal. Get hyped for Rosslyn's Lunar New Year Celebration by hunting down a cart offering Rosslyn-themed fortune cookies the day before (Feb. 18), starting at 1 p.m. in Central Place Plaza. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Beer Olympics at Dacha Beer Garden
If watching the Winter Olympics has made you crave the glory of victory, but your skill level is more rec league than professional athlete, Dacha Beer Garden in Shaw has the solution. The Beer Olympics feature competitions like flip cup, beer pong, quarters and stein-holding for teams of four, with free beer for all participants and prizes for the winners. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free; email the bar to register.
Kenya Pleaser at Pitchers
Kenya Pleaser -- a contestant on the current season of "RuPaul's Drag Race" noted for her Lizzo impression -- visits Pitchers for a meet-and-greet followed by a performance. You'll want to make sure you're in the building in Adams Morgan before the South Carolina native meets her fans at 9. 9 p.m. meet-and-greet, 10 p.m. performance. Free.
Pun DMV at the Improv
Are you a fan of puns? Are your dad jokes so bad that friends consider hanging out with you to be pun-ishment? Then the Improv has an event you'll love. The annual Pun DMV competition features up to 20 contestants showing off their wordplay, trying to make the audience laugh, not groan. If you would  like to participate, you can sign up on-site, and if you're just curious, well, it sounds like a pun-derful evening. 7:30 p.m. $8.50 general admission; $29 reserved table for two.
Savor Bethesda Restaurant Week
During Savor Bethesda Restaurant Week, set menus are offered for $10, $20 or $35 at dozens of restaurants around the city. Roman kitchen Aventino and seafood hot spot the Salt Line both offer three-course lunches for $35, while Ukrainian restaurant Ruta and vegetarian destination Planta have three-course meals for $20 at lunch and $35 at dinner. Through March 1. See a full list of participants and their menus on bethesda.org.
Black History Film Festival at Lincoln Theatre
Twelve hours of programming at the Lincoln Theatre includes three feature films, 10 short films, panel discussions and live music. Selections range from the nine-minute documentary "Joe Barry Carroll" about the NBA all-star turned philanthropist to the 84-minute "Prophet: The Story of Nat Turner." Doors open at 11:30 a.m., and viewers can stay for as much of the festival as they'd like. Noon to midnight. Free.
Chinatown Funk Express at Lucky Danger
Lucky Danger, Arlington's fast-casual Chinese joint, plays venue for a Lunar New Year celebration featuring Les the DJ's mix of Asian artists; a night market with zines, jewelry, prints and more; and food and drinks from its  bar and kitchen. Expect a wide-ranging soundtrack, with songs from Korean funk-pop bands, Cantonese Hi-NRG and OPM (Original Pilipino Music). 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $20 in advance; $25 at the door.
American Craft Made Baltimore at the Baltimore Convention Center
With 400 artists and more than 10,000 attendees, the annual American Craft Made Baltimore festival is the largest juried craft fair on the East Coast, according to organizers American Craft Council. Browse exhibition halls full of handmade items -- such as furniture, clothing,  ceramics -- and watch demonstrations and try hands-on activities led by ceramicists, jewelers,  and papermakers. Sections are dedicated to emerging artists, while other tables feature collaborations between makers who work in the same discipline. If it feels like a lot, multiday tickets are available. Through Sunday. $11.83 single day, $28.64 weekend. Free for children ages 12 and younger.
Black Label at Trade
"A showcase of black drag artistry" takes over Trade.  The multitalented Vagenesis hosts, Sonova Beech and Sirene Noir Sidora Jackson perform, and Alex Love provides the soundtrack. 11 p.m. Free.
Pietasters Beer Release Party at Fair Winds Brewing
Pietasters have celebrated some big moments over the past  few decades -- serving as James Brown's backing band, being one of the first bands to sign with Hellcat Records -- but the local ska legends probably know that the real prize is having a beer made in your honor. The first, released in 2013, was Taster's Choice, a coffee dopplebock brewed as a collaboration between Ska Brewing and DC Brau. The latest is Pie-Way to Helles, a light helles lager brewed by Lorton's Fair Winds Brewing. The band is hanging out in the taproom Friday night with music and beers for the release party, before heading south to play a pair of shows with Five Iron Frenzy. 5 p.m. Free.
Alemeda at the Atlantis
Ethiopia-born, Arizona-raised singer-songwriter Alemeda is signed to Top Dawg Entertainment, the label that launched the careers of Kendrick Lamar, SZA and Doechii into the atmosphere. But unlike her labelmates, the 26-year-old talent is aiming to take over with the radio-friendly sounds of pop-rock. "I feel like I have a point to prove because even now people will keep trying to put me into the R&B [box]. People will actually go as far as say alternative R&B, and it's like, at this point, just punch me in the face," she told Rolling Stone. "It's the worst." 7:30 p.m. $35-$87.45.
Garage Racing National Championships
For one day, an underground parking garage at National Landing turns into the coolest bike track in the country. A full slate of 10 races finds fixie-riding hellions, competitive relay teams and even novice cyclists negotiating two levels of the garage, peddling up ramps and trying to avoid concrete pillars. (There's a reason the 14-year-old race has been dubbed "the 'Fight Club' of bike racing.") The capstone of the day is the Anything Goes race, packed with wacky costumes and human-powered rides that include wagons or modified rocking horses. When not watching the action, spectators can race each other on stationary bikes, get their own bicycles tuned up, or hit the bar, which features regular and nonalcoholic beer and cider. Food and merch are also available. (Important note: Crystal City Metro station is closed this weekend; the closest station is Pentagon City.) 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. Free; Advance registration is required for racers and encouraged for spectators.
National Museum of Asian Art Lunar New Year Festival
The National Museum of Asian Art is going big with its Lunar New Year Festival, which spreads into two Smithsonian buildings this year. While the museum is hosting curator talks and tours throughout the day, as well as family-friendly activities from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building next door transforms into a marketplace. Purchase snacks from local eateries like Toimoi Bakery, Bun'd Up, Teas'n You and Roll Play, or shop jewelry, ceramics, floral art and more from local makers. This is also where you'll be able to catch performances, including a show featuring Korean traditional dance and drumming. Noon to 6 p.m. Free; advance online registration required to enter the Arts and Industries Building.
Gay Men's Chorus of Washington Presents: Heart and Soul at Howard Theatre
Seasons of Love, the Gay Men's Chorus ensemble dedicated to gospel and inspirational material, celebrates Black music by performing numbers from artists like the Weather Girls, En Vogue and Chaka Khan. The chorus's 17th Street Dance ensemble also takes the stage. 5 p.m. gmcw.org. $54.77-$72.28.
Walk With Woodson at the Mary McLeod Bethune Council House
This stroll through Shaw is a Black History Month tradition for the National Park Service. Actor Dexter Hamlett portrays Carter G. Woodson, the founder of Negro History Week, on a living history walk that begins at the Mary McLeod Bethune Council House, just south of Logan Circle, and covers ground that Woodson knew well. 10 a.m. to noon. Free; reservations required.
100 Years of Black History Month Trivia Night at Penn Social
Soul Brain Trivia, which has hosted trivia nights at venues including Shanklin Hall and Logan Tavern, is bringing the show back to the spacious Penn Social. Expect questions to cover Black history, music, TV shows, sports and geography, among other topics. 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. $12.90.
Lunar New Year Chinatown Walking Tour
The 1882 Foundation, a local nonprofit raising awareness about the history and continuing effects of the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act, hosts this walking tour through the streets of Chinatown that examines the  history of Chinese Americans in Washington. It starts at the foundation's headquarters. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free.
Potomac River Keeper Polar Plunge
The District's Special Olympics DC Polar Plunge is moving to a new waterfront location this year, jumping from Yards Park to the Wharf. Brave participants dressed in their swimsuits -- or, preferably, a costume -- line up to leap into an icy pool to support Special Olympics athletes. Registration begins at noon, with an opening ceremony at 12:45 p.m. before the first round of plunges  starts at 1. Note that, because of the Potomac River sewage spill·, the plunge is now a pool splash. Noon to 3 p.m. $100 minimum fundraising goal for participants.
Mammoth Family Day at Smithsonian American Art Museum
In celebration of its new exhibit -- "Nick Cave: Mammoth" -- the SAAM is hosting a day of drop-in activities for all ages. Kids and parents can craft their own puppet mammoth, explore the exhibition with a themed scavenger hunt, or color in Cave-inspired pages. 11:30 to 3 p.m. Free; registration encouraged.
Annapolis Restaurant Week
Annapolis Restaurant Week kicks off Saturday with two-course breakfasts from $13.95 to $19.95, two-course lunches between $15.95 and $22.95, and three-course dinners from $29.95 and $45.95. Participants in Maryland's capital city include Galway Bay Irish Pub, Blackwall Hitch and Harry Browne's. Through March 1. Menus are posted on downtownannapolis-partnership.org.
Hannah vs. Miley Party at Pitchers
In the years since the pandemic, bars and venues have posed pop divas against each other for dance nights, such as "Chappell vs. Charli," "Sabrina vs. Taylor," and the like. Pitchers has a different take on the same theme: Miley Cyrus vs... herself? This dance party, featuring drag performances, pitches pop star Miley up against Hannah Montana, her Disney-channel character. That means hearing "He Could Be the One" and "Wrecking Ball" in one night. It might be the best of both worlds. 9:30 p.m. Free.
Moonfall: A Lunar Rave at Union Stage
Attendees are encouraged to wear a red outfit to this DJ-fueled late night Lunar New Year party happening at Union Stage. Asian American electronic dance music is the soundtrack to "Moonfall: A Lunar Rave," organized by local event producer One AZN. 10 p.m. 740 Water St. SW. unionstagepresents.com. $21.
VFW Post 350 Winter Hootenanny
When more than 1,400 readers voted on the D.C. area's best dive bar in our 2024 poll, an unassuming VFW hall in Takoma Park with cheap drinks and regular live music finished in the top 12. If you've never ventured there, the annual Winter Hootenanny is the perfect excuse. Bring the kids early for a face painter and family-friendly tunes; stick around for a Neil Young tribute, classic rock, bluesy rock, power pop and other entertainment in a relaxed, friendly and affordable atmosphere. 2 to 10 p.m. Free.
Mardi Gras at Aslin Brewing
Fat Tuesday has come and gone, but some folks are determined to keep the good times rolling this weekend. So is Aslin Brewing, which is holding Mardi Gras parties at its Alexandria, D.C. and Herndon taprooms on Saturday afternoon. Performers and specials vary, but look for live music, the tapping of a new barrel-aged stout, hurricanes and festive cocktails, and family crafting activities. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
D.C. Chinese Lunar New Year Parade
A fireworks show marks the finale of the District's annual Chinese Lunar New Year Parade, which stretches seven blocks around Chinatown's iconic Friendship Archway. Crowds queue up each year to see dancers, marching bands, martial artists and performers, including traditional lion and dragon dances through the downtown streets. The parade begins at Sixth and I streets NW and ends at Sixth and H streets NW. 2 p.m. Free.
Mardi Gras at the Wharf
Update: This event, rescheduled from Feb. 15, has been canceled due to the weather forecast. D.C.'s biggest public Mardi Gras celebration was postponed due to concerns about the weather, but the marching bands, stilt walkers, street performers and festively decorated floats are set to parade through the Wharf development this Sunday, beginning at 3:30 p.m. (Assuming the weather cooperates this time, look for guests including the Racing Presidents and other sports mascots.) Once the last participants cross the finish line, you'll find bands playing brass music, jazz and go-go on outdoor stages at both ends of Wharf Street. A kids zone at the southern end hosts family activities, including mask making and face painting, and there are multiple outdoor bar areas for adults. Festive vibes continue at bars and restaurants around the Wharf, with hurricanes and rum cocktails at Tiki TNT, and parties on rooftops, including at Whiskey Charlie. The party ends with fireworks shot from a barge at 6:30. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
Curley Taylor and Zydeco Trouble at College Park American Legion
If you're craving more Mardi Gras vibes, look no further than Louisiana accordionist Curley Taylor, a veteran of CJ Chenier's and Geno Delafose's bands, and featured performer on the 2026 Grammy-winning album "A Tribute to the King of Zydeco." Taylor brings his band, Zydeco Trouble, to the American Legion in College Park, alongside Texas native Ruben Moreno and the Zydeco Re-evolution. Show up early for a dance lesson before the bands begin. Doors at 2 p.m., music at 3 p.m. $30.
George Washington's Birthday at Mount Vernon
Feb. 16 was the federal holiday celebrating George Washington's birthday, but Feb. 22 is actually the big day. Kids visiting Mount Vernon can make a birthday card for the Father of His Country and enjoy a slice of birthday cake with Washington, or at least an actor portraying him. Highlights of the day include a concert of Revolutionary War music; multiple discussions covering archaeological finds; Washington's childhood; and Washington's actions around Boston in 1776; the chance to taste hoecakes; and a ceremony at Washington's tombs. The morning also features a naturalization ceremony, with immigrants becoming citizens. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $30; $16 for ages 6 to 11; Free for children age 5 and younger.
'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' at National Gallery of Art
As part of its America 250 celebrations, the National Gallery of Art is hosting a year-long series celebrating "Treasures of American Cinema." This edition features "Mister Smith Goes to Washington," the 1939 Frank Capra classic ranked as "the best political movie ever" by Post critic Ann Hornaday. James Stewart portrays an idealistic scoutmaster-turned-senator who arrives in Washington to find the Capitol full of (spoiler alert!) corrupt, cynical and shady career politicians. 2 p.m. Free.
Cheers and Beers: Black Brewers Tasting Party at Metrobar
The Black Brew Movement and DC Beer shine a light on Black-owned beer brands at this annual event, held at Metrobar in Edgewood. Tickets include tastes of a dozen beers from the Liquid Intrusion, Soul Mega, Black Beauty, Bitter Fruit and Black Viking breweries. 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 6 p.m. metrobardc.com. $38.14.
Black Gay Flea Market at Doubles
The debut of the Black Gay Flea Market -- from the founders of similar markets held at Metrobar and City-State Public House -- promises more than 15 Black LGBTQ+ vendors and makers setting up their wares on the patio behind Doubles and the No Kisses bar in Park View, with DJs and cocktails inside. 1 to 5 p.m. $13.25-$18.90.
Raclette Fest at Cheesetique
Raclette is a warming dish meant for the dreary days of winter: An alpine feast blanketed in lush, stinky cheese. Alexandria cheese shop Cheesetique is bringing back its multi-week Raclette Fest, which features platters of pork sausage, potatoes, onions, cornichons and greens covered with cheese that's scraped from a wheel right at your table, and served with a baguette. The special menu includes a charcuterie board, raclette dip with pretzel bites, a regional wine flight, and cocktails including an Aperol Spritz and the zero-proof Alpine Fizz. Sunday's opening Apres-Ski party is sold out, but reservations are available for the rest of the fest. Through March 15. Raclette $20-$30; Other prices vary.
'The Fire on the Mountain: The Life of James Baldwin' at Lincoln Theatre
Presented by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities and the Mayor's Office for LGBTQ+ Affairs, this show of multimedia presentations takes a look at the life and impact of writer and civil rights activist James Baldwin. The production is followed by a panel discussion. 5:30 p.m. Free.
Are You the Wine? at Reveler's Hour
No matter your level of wine experience, you probably think you have a favorite style or variety of grape. But do you really? Reveler's Hour wants to challenge your perceptions with Are You the Wine, a blind tasting led by Alexya Brown. Taste eight  wines over the course of 90 minutes, and you'll only find out what they are when you've picked a favorite. (You can arrive at any time over the course of the evening, but will be asked to keep the tasting to 90 minutes to make room for others.) 5:30 to 9 p.m. $27.50.
'Survivor 50' viewing party at DC9
To mark the 50th season of "Survivor," 24 contestants from previous seasons are finding themselves stranded on the Mamanuca Islands in Fiji. Those who would rather watch the first episode while discussing the show and making predictions about tribal council votes with fellow fans should head to DC9, which, despite being known as a music venue, has hosted multiple seasons of "Survivor" viewing parties. Doors open at 7 p.m., and this event is held on the club's rooftop. 8 p.m. Free.
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Music
Spring's 10 essential pop concerts
Shows by Lady Gaga, PinkPantheress and Butcher Brown -- plus a punk festival with daytime parties -- are among the season's top picks.

PinkPantheress. (Helle Arensbak/AFP/Getty Images)


By Sophia Solano | 2026-02-19
You'd be forgiven for hibernating during this historically cold winter in Washington. But even when we're three blankets deep on our couches and stuck in an endless solitary doomscroll, there's a music scene raging in our city's venues. Tap into it and you'll find that any woes you picked up during your digital descent feel ever so slightly lighter. As the snowcrete melts and the cherry blossoms start to peek out from Tidal Basin branches, dare to allow yourself a moment of communal levity. Let your heart keep pounding well past winter's 5 p.m. sunsets. And if that doesn't fuel you, maybe the FOMO will.

Butcher Brown. (Jacky Flav)


Not sure how to start your musical odyssey this season? Try Butcher Brown, a quintet so expansive that choice is hardly required -- its self-described "solar music" blends jazz, hip-hop, funk, soul, R&B and rock into an often-wordless meditation on place and time. If that sounds like a big swing, know that its Richmond-based members have played together since 2009 and have seemingly surpassed improvisational divination and moved into straight-up telepathy. On one of Butcher Brown's rare lyrical tracks, trumpeter/saxophonist Marcus "Tennishu" Tenney raps it best: "Even with the blueprint they know they can't decode us." March 13 at the Atlantis. theatlantis.com.
As a polymath producer, Skaiwater designs their songs to sound like they're set in a casino, with little zings and whirs of dopamine hits strewn beneath Soundcloud-rap-era nostalgia. Of course they took flight on the digital slot machine that is TikTok, culminating in a viral Lil Uzi Vert collaboration. But Skaiwater isn't resting on their laurels, or their heroes. Last year, the Nottingham-born, Los Angeles-based rapper released three separate EPs in a series called "pinkPrint" (a play on Nicki Minaj's 2014 record), plus a full album called "#mia" -- short for "#manicinamerica" -- which is soaked in all the off-kilter delirium of living here and now. March 20 at Union Stage. unionstagepresents.com.

Lady Gaga. (Pablo Porciuncula/AFP/Getty Images)


After years of veers into jazz with the late Tony Bennett, towering Hollywood productions and a half-decade Las Vegas residency, 2025 saw Lady Gaga return to her purest form: campy club pop, extravagant showmanship and indomitable zeitgeist reign. Where was there left to go? This year has already proved there's somewhere above the stratosphere for the singular artist -- in the past few weeks, she's taken the stage at the Grammys as both (seven-time) nominee and performer, and as a surprise guest at Bad Bunny's Super Bowl halftime show. This final leg of her Mayhem Ball tour is just the victory lap. March 23 and 24 at Capital One Arena. capitalonearena.com.
In search of true escapism? Step into the ethereal world created by Mary Lattimore's prodding harp and Julianna Barwick's layered vocals. "Tragic Magic," their new release, brings the ambient artists together in a predominantly choral collaboration with track names like "Temple of the Winds" and "Melted Moon." The music leaves plenty of room for sonic meditation, which means the escapist fantasy is yours to create. March 24 at Miracle Theatre. unionstagepresents.com.

The Last Dinner Party. (Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images)


Like Athena, the Last Dinner Party emerged two years ago fully formed and feminine in a way that was meant to devour. The gothic London five-piece had a gestation period stretching back to its members' university days, when they'd attend post-punk pub shows in full ball gowns and bargained that they could create something more fantastical. Its name is at once biblical, mysterious and unsettling, and with songs that sound upholstered in velvet -- rich guitars, moody harmonies and some of the strongest vocals in modern rock -- the band creates an orchestrated aesthetic that reads as mythological. "From the Pyre," its quick-turn follow-up to its 2024 debut, is best consumed live in what feels less like a concert and more like an incense-fueled ritual. April 7 at the Anthem. theanthemdc.com.

Ivy Lab. (Lorena Andres)


When seminal electronic duo Ivy Lab announced in January that 2026 would be its last operational year, members Stray and Sabre promised in an Instagram post that they would "look ahead to new adventures in sound." What a perfect thesis statement for a group that has, for more than a decade, been a dynamic force of experimentation. As a pioneer in halftime and an inspirational industry mainstay in drum 'n' bass, the partnership has long produced EDM that is at once liquid and transcendent. But it's not over yet. In that same post, they made another promise: "We don't intend on leaving quietly." April 18 at Transmission. shotgun.live.
Billed as a "Pitchfork Fest for trans rights," Liberation Weekend was born in the first year of the second Trump administration to reject anti-trans legislation and raise money for the Gender Liberation Movement. By consequence of a stellar lineup of trans artists and allies, it was also a massive party. Organized by D.C. punks Ekko Astral, Liberation Weekend II: A Festival Fundraiser for Trans Liberation and Mutual Aid stretches over three full days, with emo, indie and punk rockers taking the stage at the Black Cat. Meanwhile, Saturday and Sunday bring daytime concerts to Transmission. The lineups include Laura Jane Grace, Illuminati Hotties, Gladie, Pretty Bitter and Ezra Furman. April 24-26 at Black Cat and Transmission. liberationwknd.com.

Eliza McLamb. (Zoe Donahoe)


Years of podcasting and essay writing trained the multi-hyphenate creative Eliza McLamb well for crafting confessional lyrics that both punch and stick around for the sting. Her body of work -- including a 2024 debut and 2025's "Good Story" -- is a product of self-mythologizing, united by an internet-addled sense of preening and presentation, incessantly prodding the scab of whether we are who we pretend to be. Over an indie rock framework informed by her North Carolina upbringing, she carefully sings on "Mausoleum": "Catch it quick/ Frame the image/ Make your meaning before you've lived it." April 25 at the Atlantis. theatlantis.com.
PinkPantheress started her tidy nine-song mixtape last year with what sounds like an introduction: "My name is Pink and I'm really glad to meet you." It's really more like a producer tag -- the 24-year-old dance-pop starlet has been well within the public eye since "Boy's a Liar Pt. 2," her smooth Jersey-club ditty with Ice Spice, became the song of the summer in 2023. Last year's "Fancy That" (which was nominated for a best dance/electronic album Grammy) brought even more cross-genre collaboration and savvy production -- and reintroduced her plasticky, Y2K-hued glam. May 3 at the Anthem. theanthemdc.com.
In 2020, oddball hip-hop trio Injury Reserve was cut short by the death of Stepa J. Groggs, one of its rappers. Its remaining members regrouped under the moniker By Storm (named for the closing song of the last Injury Reserve record) to deliver "My Ghosts Go Ghost," the duo's first album without Groggs. Rapper RiTchie and producer Parker Corey carry forward the experimental energy, but with less jazz influence and carefree endurance and more wizened rawness, plus spoken-word rap and disjointed production that bubbles up and swallows the words whole. May 17 at Songbyrd. songbyrddc.com.
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Music
Chaos in Washington, layoffs in New York, and music everywhere
The spring season is rich and robust, despite shocking developments at the Kennedy Center.

(The Washington Post/Alla Dreyvitser/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Philip Kennicott | 2026-02-19
Outside Washington, the classical music industry suffers the usual ups and downs, shocks and bumps, with layoffs at the Metropolitan Opera in New York and a reduced season ahead. Inside the Beltway, the chaos is more than just cyclic. It's all about the Kennedy Center and the ongoing fallout from Donald Trump's takeover of the performing arts center last February, and his attempt to change its name in December. Audiences and artists have fled, a boycott has apparently crippled the institution's finances, and, in February, the president summarily announced that it would shut down for two years, ostensibly for renovation. Still, the National Symphony Orchestra thrives artistically, the now-itinerant Washington National Opera is hewing to its announced season in other halls, and presenting organizations such as Washington Performing Arts are soldiering on in new venues. It's chaos and loss everywhere, and all so unnecessary, which only makes the music more essential. People don't just want art, they need it, and that makes listening all the more vital.
Lise Davidsen is the most exciting dramatic soprano in the world today, with a voice of seemingly limitless power and expressive range. In January, she sang Wagner's Isolde from "Tristan and Isolde" for the first time, in Barcelona, and the reviews were spectacular ("There can be no doubt that we are witnessing the emergence of the great Isolde of the coming decade," according to one critic). Next month, she undertakes the role at the Metropolitan Opera in a new production by the acclaimed director Yuval Sharon. Michael Spyres sings Tristan, and the Met's music director, Yannick Nezet-Seguin, conducts. This is the biggest event of the opera season. March 9-April 20, Lincoln Center, New York. metopera.org

Gustavo Dudamel, pictured with the New York Philharmonic, returns as a guest this spring. (Fadi Kheir/New York Philharmonic)


One of the great contemporary classics of keyboard music was premiered half a century ago at the Kennedy Center. Frederic Rzewski's "The People United Will Never Be Defeated" is a set of dense, virtuosic, brilliant variations on a Chilean protest song that became popular in the early 1970s, around the time a U.S.-backed coup overthrew a popularly elected government in Chile and installed the brutal dictator Augusto Pinochet. Since then, Rzewski's variations have challenged pianists, rewarded audiences and taken their place on recordings and programs next to classic works by Bach ("The Goldberg Variations") and Beethoven ("The Diabelli Variations"). The New York Philharmonic commissioned an orchestration (by several composers) of the piano work, which will be premiered by the orchestra's incoming artistic director, Gustavo Dudamel. New York has high hopes that Dudamel can keep the Philharmonic relevant, and appealing to new and existing audiences alike. March 12-17, Lincoln Center, New York. nyphil.org
Shortly after Trump announced his takeover of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts last year, the creative team behind a contemporary opera called "Fellow Travelers" pulled their work from the Washington National Opera's spring season. The opera, composed by Gregory Spears with a libretto by Greg Pierce, is based on a Thomas Mallon novel about two gay men in love during the McCarthy-era "lavender scares" of the 1950s. The creative team issued a statement saying the opera's themes of inclusion and acceptance were incompatible with Trump's divisive and anti-LGBT politics. The WNO replaced it with Robert Ward's "The Crucible," an American classic from the middle of the last century, based on Arthur Miller's play of the same name that uses the Salem witch trials as a parable of McCarthyism. The opera is lyrical, accessible and dramatically incisive, and it will give audiences a chance to experience the WNO in Lisner Auditorium, where the company is likely to perform some part of its upcoming seasons now that it, like so many other artists and organizations, has fled Trump's Kennedy Center. March 21-29, Lisner Auditorium, Washington. washnatopera.org

The Metropolitan Opera will stage Kaija Saariaho's "Innocence" this spring. (Jean-Louis Fernandez/Festival d'Aix en Provence)


Since its 2021 premiere at the Aix-en-Provence Festival, Kaija Saariaho's opera "Innocence" has been seen in major theaters in Europe and San Francisco. Few contemporary operas generate this kind of buzz and acclaim. The subject is difficult: the aftermath of a school shooting. And the music is eclectic, with Scandinavian folk mashed up with contemporary opera idioms. The Metropolitan Opera is presenting the work in a production that includes the revered American mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato and the Finnish ethno-pop singer Vilma Jaa. April 6-29, Lincoln Center, New York. metopera.org
An indifferently performed or badly conducted performance of Bruckner's Symphony No. 7 is worse than soporific. Sleep would be a blessed escape from its geological slabs of tedium. But when it is performed with discipline and passion, Bruckner's symphony is spiritually shattering, and restorative. Fortunately, all the stars are in alignment for the National Symphony Orchestra's performance under music director Gianandrea Noseda to be a monumental evening. The NSO strings are sounding better than they ever have, and the wind and brass sections are full of some of the finest players in the world. This April performance, which also features the orchestra's principal trumpet, William Gerlach, in a concerto by Haydn, comes as the orchestra begins its final weeks at the Kennedy Center, before the two-year shutdown begins in July. It will be an emotional event, and audiences who have reluctantly boycotted the orchestra to send a signal to the Trump administration can show their loyalty to the hometown band as it departs for a new chapter, independent of the now-fraught and failing performing arts venue. April 10-11, Kennedy Center, Washington. kennedy-center.org.

Pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet performs at the Music Center at Strathmore on April 23. (Andrew Eccles)


The definition of a "prelude" would seem simple: something that comes before the main event. But by the time Debussy wrote his two books of preludes for the piano between 1909 and 1913, the musical form was beyond definition. At best we can say that what is true of preludes generally is true of Debussy's magnificent exercise in the form: They are vignettes, stand-alone morsels that sound like miniature epics or monumental haiku. The eminent French pianist Jean-Yves Thibaudet grew up with these pieces and has said he always wanted to program them as an evening-length event. And now Washington Performing Arts is bringing Thibaudet to play them at Strathmore Music Center. It should be a fully immersive, mesmerizing evening that explores the limits of the piano's powers of sonority, nuance and color. April 23, Strathmore Music Center, Bethesda. washingtonperformingarts.org.
The website for the Washington Bach Consort says that Bach's 1749 Mass in B Minor is "arguably among the greatest musical compositions in any tradition." Two small corrections: Remove "arguably" and "among." The season finale of the beloved baroque music ensemble, which celebrates its 50th anniversary next year, is devoted to its namesake's most monumental achievement, a setting of the Latin Mass texts that sprawls into a colossus of musical invention. It's almost as if Bach, a Lutheran, wanted to honor, memorialize and lay to rest forever the Catholic Mass by writing a version that could never be surpassed. April 25-26, National Presbyterian Church, Washington. bachconsort.org.
In recent years, music director Noseda has made opera in concert a staple of National Symphony Orchestra programming. Last year's performance of Samuel Barber's "Vanessa" was a highlight of the season, resurrecting a drama that often falls flat onstage as a magnificent oratorio of self-delusion and suffering. This year, he has programmed Puccini's "Il trittico," which translates as "The Triptych," a collection of three one-act operas written late in the composer's career. This is some of Puccini's most complex and affecting music, at turns brooding and violent, ecstatic and resigned, and deliriously insouciant and engaging. The orchestra will take the program to Carnegie Hall in New York (May 3), where it should earn the group the reputation it now deserves, as a top-tier orchestra playing on the world stage. April 29 and May 1, Kennedy Center, Washington. kennedy-center.org.
Perhaps the easiest summary of Mozart's 1781 opera "Idomeneo" is: IYKYK. If you know Mozart, you know it is with this serious, sober, powerfully affecting work that he began to produce the greatest operas of the 18th century. If you know opera, you know there is an extraordinarily high return on investment for any time spent with "Idomeneo." The Washington Concert Opera's spring season includes both Mozart's masterpiece (May 9) and Bizet's "The Pearl Fishers" (March 14), as if to cover the two poles of Apollonian and Dionysian entertainment. After last November's splendid performance of Gluck's "Iphigenie en Tauride," another 18th-century work based on grim mythological material, there's every reason to hope this foray into "opera seria" will be equally moving. March 14 and May 9, Lisner Auditorium, Washington. concertopera.org.
The PostClassical Ensemble, a consistently innovative and adventurous group, devotes this program to the Orpheus myth, a perennial inspiration to composers. Angel Gil-Ordonez's orchestra collaborates with Dorothy Kosinski, director emerita of the Phillips Collection, to look at parallels between myth, music and the visual arts. It's an eclectic program, from a cancan by Offenbach to music by Philip Glass and Igor Stravinsky. No surprise that composers would envy Orpheus, a musician who could enchant animals, nature and the spirits of the underworld, and even -- almost -- bring back the dead. May 20, Kennedy Center, Washington. kennedy-center.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2026/02/19/classical-concerts-dc-spring-opera-orchestra/
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