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      Breaking News

      
        BMA to expand AI traffic lights after success at 74 intersections
        Bangkok's City Hall is advancing its smart traffic strategy, upgrading dozens of junctions to an AI-driven adaptive control system that officials say is already cutting travel times and easing congestion on key routes.

      

      
        Australian tourist dies from beating in Phuket; Turkish suspect detained
        A 58-year-old Australian tourist died after a violent assault on Patong beach in Phuket on Wednesday night, as police on Thursday arrested a 29-year-old Turkish man in connection with the assault.

      

      
        Instagram to alert parents on teen suicide searches as UK weighs social media ban
        LONDON --- Instagram [?]said [?]it would notify parents  if their teenager repeatedly searches for terms related to suicide  or self-harm within a &zwnj;short period, as pressure grows for governments to follow Australia's ban on the use of social media for under 16s.

      

      
        High-tide alert for Bangkok, central provinces from Saturday into next week
        People in low-lying areas along major rivers in Bangkok and six central provinces are advised to prepare for potential high tides from Saturday to Thursday.

      

      
        E-commerce giants form Thai trade group
        Thailand needs a sustainable digital infrastructure to guarantee continued health of the industry, according to the Thai Digital Platform Trade Association (TDPA), a new trade group founded by major operators Grab, Lazada, Line Man Wongnai and Shopee.

      

      
        Thailand courts Portugal for EU trade deal, OECD membership
        Thailand has formally sought Portugal's support in accelerating negotiations on the European Union--Thailand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and advancing its bid to join the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) by 2030.

      

      
        Iran-US talks begin in push to avert war
        GENEVA --- Iran and the United States began indirect talks in Switzerland on Thursday, a last-ditch bid to avert war following the biggest American military build-up in the Middle East in decades.

      

      
        BTS asks passengers to keep their hair in check
        The operator of the BTS Skytrain has called on passengers to refrain from flicking or tossing their hair while travelling during peak hours, warning that loose locks could accidentally strike fellow commuters in the face, shoulders, eyes or mouth.

      

      
        Senate gives nod to ex-Land Transport boss to join EC
        The Senate on Thursday approved Chirute Visalachitra, former Department of Land Transport director-general, as an Election Commission (EC) member and rejected Monthol Sudprasert after hours of closed-door vetting on Thursday.

      

      
        Thai manufacturing index rises on election activity
        Factory activity in Thailand picked up in January, driven by heightened political activity during the election campaign and strong demand in the automotive sector, according to the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Top Stories
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									BMA to expand AI traffic lights after success at 74 intersections								

								AI-driven system has reduced travel times by between 10% and 41%,
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Bangkok's City Hall is advancing its smart traffic strategy, upgrading dozens of junctions to an AI-driven adaptive control system that officials say is already cutting travel times and easing congestion on key routes.

The new system has been installed at 74 intersections across the city since 2024, with plans to expand to 50 more junctions this year, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) said on Thursday.

The technology uses AI-enabled CCTV cameras to analyse real-time traffic flow and automatically adjust red- and green-light durations. The system aims to fix a long-standing issue with Bangkok's fixed-time signals, which operate on preset cycles regardless of congestion levels.

Under the old system, drivers often waited at red lights despite no oncoming traffic, or sat through green lights with no movement on the opposite side. Any timing changes also required officers to adjust signals on-site.

 

The new adaptive system detects traffic volumes in real time and adjusts each cycle accordingly -- extending greens when queues grow, shortening them when roads are clear, and cutting unnecessary delays. This reduces gridlock, prevents vehicles from being stranded in intersections and improves overall traffic flow.

 

The 74 upgraded intersections cover major congestion-prone corridors, including Sukhumvit, Rama IV, Phahon Yothin, Ramkhamhaeng, Sathorn, Silom, Rama IX and Ploenchit.

 

According to the BMAs initial assessment, the AI-driven system has reduced travel times by 10% to 41%, depending on location and traffic volume. Officials say the improvements mean less time spent in traffic and more time for commuters' daily lives.

The city recently announced notable success at the notoriously congested Phra Khanong and Sukhumvit 71 (Pridi Banomyong) junctions, where adaptive control halved signal cycles from 12 minutes to six and significantly lowered waiting times.

Bangkok currently oversees 746 intersections. Of these, 168 have no traffic lights, while 578 are controlled by traffic signals. Among the signalised intersections, 433 operate on a fixed-time system with preset cycles, and 71 use an older adaptive loop-detector system. The remaining junctions have been upgraded to the new Adaptive Control system.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3205863/bma-to-expand-ai-traffic-lights-after-success-at-74-intersections
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									Australian tourist dies from beating in Phuket; Turkish suspect detained								

								Victim pronounced dead of severe head injuries, as police say incident could harm tourism image
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																A 58-year-old Australian tourist died after a violent assault on Patong beach in Phuket on Wednesday night, as police on Thursday arrested a 29-year-old Turkish man in connection with the assault.
The death of the Australian man, identified as Alan Roger Joliffe, was reported to police at 11pm on Wednesday after he was admitted to Patong Hospital, said Pol Lt Chanan Mekchai, investigation chief at Patong police station.

An examination found the tourist had sustained severe head injuries consistent with a violent assault.

Initial investigations showed the victim had been attacked on Prachanukhro Road in tambon Patong of Kathu district at about 5pm on Wednesday.

Bystanders rushed the victim to Patong Hospital, but he was pronounced dead at 10.23pm.

Medical staff subsequently alerted police, and the body was transferred to the forensic department at Vachira Phuket Hospital for a post-mortem examination.

According to police, the suspect, identified only as Tugay, was riding a motorcycle with Phuket licence plates and sounded his horn as he passed the victim. The honking reportedly sparked an argument. The suspect then stopped, approached the tourist and struck him once on the face with his right hand, causing him to collapse, lose consciousness and hit his head heavily on the ground.

The suspect fled the scene but was tracked down and arrested for questioning at around 4am on Thursday. He has been charged with assault causing death and was brought before the Phuket Provincial Court for detention.

Police have opposed his bail.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3205654/australian-tourist-dies-from-beating-in-phuket



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Instagram to alert parents on teen suicide searches as UK weighs social media ban								
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																LONDON -- Instagram [?]said [?]it would notify parents  if their teenager repeatedly searches for terms related to suicide  or self-harm within a short period, as pressure grows for governments to follow Australia's ban on the use of social media for under 16s.
Britain said in January it was considering restrictions to protect  children online, [?]after Australia's move in December. Spain, Greece and Slovenia have in recent weeks said they are also looking at limiting access.

Instagram, owned by Meta Platforms Inc, said on Thursday it would start alerting parents who are signed up to its optional supervision setting if their [?]children try to access suicide or self-harm content.

"These alerts build on our existing work to help protect teens from potentially harmful content on Instagram," the platform said in a statement. "We have strict policies against content that  promotes or glorifies suicide or self-harm."

Its existing policy is to block such searches and redirect people to  support resources, Instagram said, adding that it would begin the alerts from next week for those signed up  in [?]the United States, Britain, Australia and Canada.

Governments are increasingly seeking to protect children from harm online, [?]particularly after worries over the artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot Grok which has generated non-consensual sexualised images.

In Britain, measures designed to stop access to pornography sites for children have [?]had implications for adults' privacy and have led  to tension with the United States over limits on free speech and regulatory reach.

Instagram's "teen accounts" for under 16s need a parent's permission to change settings, while parents can select [?]an extra layer of monitoring with  the agreement of their teenager.
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									High-tide alert for Bangkok, central provinces from Saturday into next week								

								Sukhumvit, Suksawat, Rama II may face flooding
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																People in low-lying areas along major rivers in Bangkok and six central provinces are advised to prepare for potential high tides from Saturday to Thursday.
The Office of the National Water Resources issued a warning on Thursday, saying water levels in rivers in Bangkok, Samut Prakan, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Sakhon, Nakhon Pathom and Samut Songkhram are expected to rise as strong high tides coincide with south-westerly winds prevailing over the Andaman Sea and the South.

The weather conditions are also expected to bring heavy rain to some areas, the office said.

Water may overflow into riverside communities along the Chao Phraya River between Saturday and Tuesday, along the Mae Klong River between Saturday and Monday and along the Tha Chin River between Sunday and Thursday.

Sections of Sukhumvit Road, Suksawat Road and Rama II Road may also face short-term flooding during peak tide hours.

Saltwater intrusion may affect tap water production and water quality for both household use and agriculture, the agency added.
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									E-commerce giants form Thai trade group								

								Top platform operators call for digital standards to ensure sustainability
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																Thailand needs a sustainable digital infrastructure to guarantee continued health of the industry, according to the Thai Digital Platform Trade Association (TDPA), a new trade group founded by major operators Grab, Lazada, Line Man Wongnai and Shopee.
The group intends to serve as a unified voice for government engagement to ensure the healthy growth of the Thai digital economy, working with policymakers to tackle online fraud, develop export standards for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), and protect intellectual property rights.

The association also wants to improve digital literacy, promote transparency and minimise the impacts of government policy on innovation, according to the TDPA.

"The digital economy plays an important role in helping Thailand escape the middle-income trap, as it continues to grow faster than the overall economy," said Jirawat Poomsrikaew, secretary-general and adviser to the association.

According to the e-Conomy SEA Report 2025 by Google, Temasek and Bain & Company, Thailand's digital economy in 2025 recorded gross merchandise value growth of 16%, amounting to 1.73 trillion baht ($56 billion). Thailand continues to rank second in Southeast Asia's digital economy behind Indonesia.

In light of this momentum, leading players recognised the importance of joining forces to sustainably elevate Thailand's platform economy to global standards, said Lt Col Thamakorn Supatanarangsi, the president of the association.

"The establishment of the TDPA marks a significant milestone for Thailand's digital industry," she said.

The digital economy is a key engine of national growth, accounting for roughly 10% of GDP and projected to reach 30% by 2030, said Lt Col Thamakorn.

"We believe that precise, internationally aligned regulation will be a critical foundation for strengthening trust and ensuring the long-term, sustainable growth of Thailand's platform economy," she said.

Lt Col Thamakorn, who represents Lazada, said the association promotes four pillars: fair competition, risk-based regulation that supports innovation, transparency/consumer protection, and skill-building for Thai SMEs.

She said it is important to equip small vendors with digital tools and artificial intelligence so they can compete with large brands on a regional or global scale.

Mr Jirawat said the TDPA would also work with the government to tackle online scams.

Maleeya Jotisakulratana, senior director of government affairs at Line Man Wongnai, said platforms create accessible income opportunities for everyone.

She cautioned against over-regulation, citing Europe's loss of innovation to the United States, and called for balanced rules that allow the platform economy to grow.

Line Man focuses solely on the Thai market, reaching deep into local districts to help small restaurants access technology and reduce economic inequality, said Ms Maleeya.(Story continues below)

[image: ]

Feedback from sellers

Kantapon Prommoon, corporate affairs manager at Shopee (Thailand) Co Ltd, said the company listens to seller feedback to build tools to help them better market their products.

"We want to work with the commerce minister to encourage export standards as platforms promote cross-border e-commerce, as well as protection of intellectual property rights in Southeast Asia," said Mr Kantapon.

Arpamas Siriprasopsothorn, director of government affairs at Grab Thailand, said the TDPA would be a crucial tool for helping the government and the public understand how the platform economy drives the country forward and makes daily life easier.

Lt Col Thamakorn denied a rumour that the platforms have lobbied the Trade Competition Commission of Thailand to delay finishing draft guidelines to regulate unfair trade practices on multi-sided digital platforms.

These rules would target dominant platforms abusing market power, prohibit "forced logistics", rate parity clauses, unjustified fees and anti-competitive algorithmic manipulation.
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									Thailand courts Portugal for EU trade deal, OECD membership								
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																Thailand has formally sought Portugal's support in accelerating negotiations on the European Union-Thailand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and advancing its bid to join the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) by 2030.
The request was made during talks between Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkoew and Portuguese Foreign Minister Paulo Rangel, who is on an official visit to Thailand.

Speaking at a joint press conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday, Mr Sihasak said discussions covered a broad spectrum of cooperation aimed at deepening ties across political, economic and people-to-people dimensions.

Highlighting more than five centuries of relations between the two countries, Mr Sihasak said both sides agreed that facilitating exchanges between their citizens is a priority. Thailand and Portugal are expected to sign an agreement later this year granting visa exemptions for holders of diplomatic, official and special passports.

He added that Portugal has also expressed its readiness to support Thailand's efforts to secure Schengen visa exemption, which would ease travel for Thai nationals visiting Europe.

On trade, Mr Sihasak described the EU-Thailand FTA as one of the most important pillars of Thailand's engagement with the European Union. Negotiations, which resumed in 2023 after a nearly decade-long suspension, are progressing, and Thailand aims to conclude the talks by the end of this year.

"We would like to bring the negotiations to a conclusion by the end of the year, and Portugal's support will be crucial in helping us achieve that goal," he said.

Thailand also requested Portugal's continued backing for its accession to the OECD, which the government views as a key step in strengthening economic governance, improving regulatory standards and enhancing investor confidence. The target for membership is 2030.

Mr Sihasak said he plans to visit Portugal in June, where both sides are expected to sign several important agreements. Among them is a double taxation avoidance agreement, which he said would promote greater trade and investment flows and facilitate closer collaboration between the two countries' private sectors.

Mr Rangel noted that Thailand and Portugal have maintained cordial relations since the early 16th century, with formal diplomatic ties dating back to 1511 and a Treaty of Peace and Friendship signed in 1518.

He said Portugal has been an active advocate within the European Union for advancing the EU-Thailand FTA, viewing it as a strategic step toward strengthening EU-Asean economic integration. Portugal will also remain supportive of Thailand's efforts to join the OECD, he added.

[image: ]
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									Iran-US talks begin in push to avert war								
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																GENEVA -- Iran and the United States began indirect talks in Switzerland on Thursday, a last-ditch bid to avert war following the biggest American military build-up in the Middle East in decades.
The Oman-mediated discussions follow repeated threats from Donald Trump to strike Iran, with the US president last Thursday giving Tehran 15 days to reach a deal.

The US and Iranian delegations arrived at the venue at the Omani ambassador's residence amid tight security, following a protest by Iranian exiles at their talks last week who threw objects at the Iranian motorcade.

Oman's Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi later confirmed that discussions had begun, saying the two sides had expressed "unprecedented openness to new and creative ideas and solutions".

Iran's president insisted ahead of the talks that the Islamic republic was not "at all" seeking a nuclear weapon.

"Our Supreme Leader has already stated that we will not have nuclear weapons at all," President Masoud Pezeshkian said, in a reference to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

United Nations nuclear chief Rafael Grossi would likely also attend the discussions in Geneva, Iran's foreign ministry spokesman said.

While Iran has insisted the talks focus solely on its nuclear programme, the US wants Tehran's missile programme and its support for militant groups in the region curtailed.

As part of the dramatic US build-up, the USS Gerald R Ford, the world's largest aircraft carrier, sent to the Mediterranean this week, left a naval base in Crete Thursday, an Agence France-Presse (AFP) photographer said.

The developments follow a massive protests in Iran that rights groups say saw thousands of demonstrators killed after the movement called for the end of the Islamic republic.

'Sinister nuclear ambitions'

In his State of the Union address on Tuesday, Trump accused Iran of "pursuing sinister nuclear ambitions", though Tehran has always insisted its programme is for civilian purposes.

Trump also claimed Tehran had "already developed missiles that can threaten Europe and our bases overseas, and they're working to build missiles that will soon reach the United States of America".

The Iranian foreign ministry called these claims "big lies".

The maximum range of Iran's missiles is 2,000 kilometres (1,200 miles) according to what Tehran has publicly disclosed.

However the US Congressional Research Service estimates they top out at about 3,000 kilometres -- less than a third of the distance to the continental United States.

Trump's State of the Union accusations in Congress were delivered in the same forum in which then-president George W Bush laid out the case for the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Ahead of Thursday's talks, Secretary of State Marco Rubio warned that Iran must also negotiate on its missile programme, calling Tehran's refusal to discuss ballistic weapons "a big, big problem".

He followed up by saying "the president wants diplomatic solutions".

But US Vice President JD Vance told Iran to take Trump's threats "seriously", saying the US president had a "right" to use military action.

"You can't let the craziest and worst regime in the world have nuclear weapons," Vance told "America's Newsroom" on Fox News.

'People would suffer'

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, who is leading the Iranian delegation at the talks, had called them "a historic opportunity", adding that a deal was "within reach".

The US will be represented by envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, who is married to Trump's daughter Ivanka.

The two countries held talks earlier this month in Oman, then gathered for a second round in Geneva last week.

A previous attempt at negotiations collapsed when Israel launched surprise strikes on Iran last June, beginning a 12-day war that Washington briefly joined to bomb Iranian nuclear sites.

In January, Tehran launched a mass crackdown on nationwide protests that have posed one of the greatest challenges to the Islamic republic since its inception.

Protests have since resumed around Iranian universities.

Tehran residents who spoke to AFP were divided as to whether there would be renewed conflict.

"There would be famine and people would suffer a lot. People are suffering now, but at least with war, our fate might be clear," 60-year-old homemaker Tayebeh said.
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																The operator of the BTS Skytrain has called on passengers to refrain from flicking or tossing their hair while travelling during peak hours, warning that loose locks could accidentally strike fellow commuters in the face, shoulders, eyes or mouth.
Passengers with long hair are urged to hold their tresses in place when turning their heads, walking past others or boarding and alighting from trains.

"Let's build a courteous travel culture and show consideration for one another to maintain a pleasant journey for all," the operator said in a social media post.

And just as a refresher, here are some other etiquette tips for using the Skytrain system:

Conduct on board

Passengers are advised to hold handrails, straps or poles while travelling, and to offer their seats to children, pregnant women, the elderly, the disabled, and Buddhist monks and novices. Passengers should also keep a close watch on their belongings at all times and notify train staff immediately in the event of an emergency.

Prohibited on board

Passengers must not lean against or obstruct doors or poles, place their hands near carriage doors, block aisles with luggage, or eat and drink inside carriages.

On the platform

Passengers are asked to queue behind the yellow line, allow alighting passengers to exit first, mind the gap between the platform and the train, and stop boarding when the door-closing signal sounds. Anyone whose belongings fall onto the tracks should immediately inform station staff.

Prohibited on the platform

Running, pushing, horseplay and entering the tracks or restricted areas at platform ends are strictly forbidden.

At the station

Passengers are asked to follow all announcements, keep the premises clean, and report any suspicious persons or objects to staff without delay.

Prohibited at the station

Smoking, bringing flammable or hazardous materials, carrying animals, eating and drinking, bringing oversized or heavy luggage, vandalism, wearing roller skates or wheeled shoes, skateboarding, cycling and causing excessive noise or disturbance are all prohibited within the BTS system.
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																The Senate on Thursday approved Chirute Visalachitra, former Department of Land Transport director-general, as an Election Commission (EC) member and rejected Monthol Sudprasert after hours of closed-door vetting on Thursday.
At a special session chaired by Senate Deputy Speaker Boonsong Noisophon, senators voted on two nominees for the EC: Mr Chirute and Mr Monthol, a former director-general of the Department of Public Works and Town & Country Planning.

After a confidential review of their backgrounds, conduct and ethical records, the Senate voted 144 in favour, one against and 26 abstentions to approve Mr Chirute. Mr Monthol failed to secure support, receiving nine votes in favour, 102 against and 57 abstentions.

According to Senate sources, Mr Monthol faced nearly four hours of questioning by the vetting committee earlier this month, focusing on two issues regarded as potential ethical risks.

The first concerned information from the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) regarding an investigation into a past State Railway of Thailand (SRT) board decision.

The probe relates to alleged improper approval allowing a luxury condominium project in central Bangkok to use railway land as an access route. Mr Monthol, a former railway board member, was asked to clarify his involvement.

He reportedly told the committee that when the NACC investigates a state enterprise board, all members are typically summoned for questioning, but legal action would target only those directly implicated. Some senators considered his explanation satisfactory, though the issue remained contentious.

The second matter stemmed from an anonymous complaint about the selection of a training course president in a programme Mr Monthol had attended. Although initially deemed minor, some senators insisted it be clarified to avoid future reputational risks should he assume the EC post.

Mr Monthol brought witnesses to testify that the allegations were unfounded.

The closed session followed heated debate in the chamber.

Sen Premsak Piayura called for the vote to be postponed, citing declining public confidence in the EC after the Feb 8 general election, which faced criticism over ballot irregularities and transparency concerns.

He warned that appointing new commissioners without structural reform could deepen a "crisis of faith" in democratic institutions.

Sen Nantana Nantavaropas questioned whether the vetting committee had adequately examined potential political affiliations, noting both nominees' careers in the Ministry of Transport Ministry sphere and raising concerns over impartiality.

Majority senators countered that the selection process had followed legal procedures conducted by national-level experts and urged colleagues to refrain from making unsubstantiated accusations.

Mr Chirute, who recently retired from public service, held several senior posts within the Transport Ministry and currently chairs the SRT board. Senate sources said his background review revealed no significant complaints.

Mr Chirute is set to assume office upon royal endorsement.
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																Factory activity in Thailand picked up in January, driven by heightened political activity during the election campaign and strong demand in the automotive sector, according to the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).
The Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) rose 1.4% year-on-year to 101.58 points, compared with from 95.02 in December, said Supakit Boonsiri, the director-general of the Office.  

He said campaign-related spending lifted sales of posters, food, paper, printing materials and beverages.The index also benefited from rising sales of battery electric vehicles (BEVs), he said.

Thailand's EV incentive programme, known as EV 3.0, ran from 2023 to 2025 and required automakers to expand local BEV production in exchange for tax cuts and subsidies on their imported models.

The Office reported manufacturing capacity utilisation at 60.1% in January and forecast the MPI would grow by between 1.5 and 2.5% this year, citing improved business confidence following the formation of a new government and its stimulus measures. Last year, the MPI closed at 95.81, contracting 0.8% from the year before.

Mr Supakit expressed confidence that the new EV 3.5 promotion scheme will further support the automotive industry.

In January, automotive manufacturing rose 6.3% year-on-year, fuelled by demand for hybrid EVs and BEVs in the domestic market, with price competition boosting sales volume.

Electronics output also surged, with printed circuit board and electronics production climbing 18.2% year-on-year on strong global demand for semiconductors, assemblies, and integrated circuits.

Palm oil production jumped 67.3% year-on-year, supported by higher yields that increased supply to the market.
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									Australian tourist dies from beating in Phuket; Turkish suspect detained								

								Victim pronounced dead of severe head injuries, as police say incident could harm tourism image
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																A 58-year-old Australian tourist died after a violent assault on Patong beach in Phuket on Wednesday night, as police on Thursday arrested a 29-year-old Turkish man in connection with the assault.
The death of the Australian man, identified as Alan Roger Joliffe, was reported to police at 11pm on Wednesday after he was admitted to Patong Hospital, said Pol Lt Chanan Mekchai, investigation chief at Patong police station.

An examination found the tourist had sustained severe head injuries consistent with a violent assault.

Initial investigations showed the victim had been attacked on Prachanukhro Road in tambon Patong of Kathu district at about 5pm on Wednesday.

Bystanders rushed the victim to Patong Hospital, but he was pronounced dead at 10.23pm.

Medical staff subsequently alerted police, and the body was transferred to the forensic department at Vachira Phuket Hospital for a post-mortem examination.

According to police, the suspect, identified only as Tugay, was riding a motorcycle with Phuket licence plates and sounded his horn as he passed the victim. The honking reportedly sparked an argument. The suspect then stopped, approached the tourist and struck him once on the face with his right hand, causing him to collapse, lose consciousness and hit his head heavily on the ground.

The suspect fled the scene but was tracked down and arrested for questioning at around 4am on Thursday. He has been charged with assault causing death and was brought before the Phuket Provincial Court for detention.

Police have opposed his bail.
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									People's Party files criminal complaint against EC								

								Deputy leader concedes misconduct case could drag on for a decade with appeals
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																The People's Party on Thursday filed a criminal complaint against the Election Commission (EC), alleging misconduct in its handling of the Feb 8 general election, including the use of "identifying marks" on ballot papers and dereliction of duty.
Dr Wayo Assawarungruang, a deputy leader, accompanied by the party's legal team, submitted the complaint at the Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases.

The complaint accuses nine people of dereliction of duty under Section 157 of the Criminal Code and Section 69 of the Organic Act on the Election Commission. It also alleges breaches of Section 164 of the Organic Act on the Election of MPs, stemming from the placement of "identifiable markings" on ballots.

The nine defendants are the seven election commissioners, along with the commission's secretary-general and the director of election support.

The development comes as the court prepares to rule on a separate petition involving the poll body's leadership. It said it would decide on March 17 whether to accept a lawyer's complaint against chairman Narong Klanwarin and seven other senior officials over the printing and use of ballot papers containing QR codes and barcodes -- an issue that has fuelled public concerns about voting secrecy and the integrity of the Feb 8 poll.

Four plaintiffs named in Thursday's case are the People's Party as a juristic person, together with three party figures filing in their capacities as candidates and voters -- party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, Dr Wayo and spokesman Parit Wacharasindhu.

Dr Wayo said the party would ask the court to summon additional witnesses, including executives of the three companies that printed constituency, party-list and referendum ballot papers.

T.K.S. Technologies Pcl printed green constituency ballots; Chanwanich Security Printing Co Ltd printed the pink party-list ballots; and the Territorial Defence Volunteers Printing House of the Department of Provincial Administration printed the yellow referendum ballots.

The plaintiffs will also seek to submit further documentary evidence, including procurement contracts for the nationwide vote on Feb 8 and repeat votes held on Feb 22 at three polling units and a recount at one, the terms of reference for all ballot orders and minutes of EC meetings.

In addition, they will petition the court to bar the Office of the Attorney-General from representing or assisting the defendants in the criminal proceedings.

Dr Wayo acknowledged that Section 157 requires proof of specific intent and said the party is simultaneously relying on Section 69 of the EC organic law to press its case.

He described the "identifying marks on ballots" issue as novel and cautioned that the legal proceedings could be lengthy, potentially taking up to a decade if it proceeds through appeals to the Courts of Appeal and Supreme Court.

He also clarified that the party's recent petition to the Ombudsman was meant to channel facts to the Constitutional Court, which can rule on the validity of elections but has no criminal jurisdiction.

If the Constitutional Court finds fundamental violations of vote secrecy, it could declare the Feb 8 poll results invalid and order a new nationwide vote -- potentially costing another 7 billion baht in taxpayers' money.

As for the complaint with the Administrative Court, the court would review administrative orders, such as recounts or fresh polls.

"All eligible voters are aggrieved parties in this matter and have the right to bring a criminal case against the EC," Dr Wayo insisted.

However, he acknowledged that corruption-related criminal complaints against state officials involve more complex procedures and witness requirements than ordinary criminal cases.

The Election Commission on Wednesday certified the results in 396 out of 400 constituencies and is expected to certify the election of 100 party-list candidates next week.

A new parliament must convene within [?]15 days of the certification of at least 475 seats, 95% of the total, after which the House will elect a prime minister to  form a government.


	Editorial: Election Commission crisis widens
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									Thai Airways aims for 5% revenue growth								

								Carrier adding jets, expanding in Asia after reporting B31bn net profit in 2025
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																Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects revenue to grow 5% this year as it adds new aircraft and expands in key Asian markets, including India and China.
The carrier targets 200 billion baht in revenue in 2026, up from 190 billio a year earlier, chief executive officer chai Eamsiri said on Thursday. It plans to increase its operating fleet to about 100 aircraft this year from 80 at the end of 2025, with additions spanning both narrow-body and wide-body jets.

"We are very fortunate to secure delivery of several aircraft this year to meet the robust travel demand in the region," Mr Chai told a press briefing. "India and China represent enormous market potential given their vast populations."

The additional capacity will allow THAI to increase frequencies and routes to China and India, two of Asia's fastest-growing travel markets. Air travel demand across the region continues to rise, supported by a rebound in Chinese outbound tourism, growing middle-class incomes in India and Southeast Asia and steady economic expansion.

Airlines including Singapore Airlines and Qantas have reported rising passenger volumes and solid revenue as international travel rebounds, helping support stronger earnings results.

THAI, which resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) last August, posted a full-year net profit of 30.9 billion baht in 2025, reversing a net loss of 26.9 billion baht a year earlier. Revenue rose 1.3% to 190 billion baht, indicating a more gradual recovery compared with some regional peers.

The carrier has been rebuilding its network and balance sheet after emerging from a court-supervised debt restructuring initiated during the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.

Fleet renewal remains central to its turnaround strategy, though the airline has faced challenges securing aircraft deliveries amid global supply-chain constraints.
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									Oil spill reaches small island off Phuket								

								Clean-up under way on Koh Hey, southeast of Cape Panwa
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																PHUKET - The oil spill from the capsized cargo ship Sealloyd Arc earlier this month has reached Koh Hey, a tourist island just off the southeast coast of this tourist island, with authorities continuing clean-up operations on Thursday.
Phuket MP Chalermpong Saengdee called for emergency management after black stains were found in the seawater and on the beach at Koh Hey, a popular snorkelling destination also known as Coral Island, on Wednesday.

The expanding spill posed a threat to the ecosystem and tourism, Mr Chalermpong said.

Areas at risk include Ao Rawai, Koh Kaeo Noi, Koh Kaeo Yai, Nai Harn, Rawai Beach and Kata Beach, he said. Some of these locations house valuable coral reefs and seagrass beds.

The Maritime Enforcement Command Centre (Thai-MECC), which earlier set up a special centre to manage the incident, quickly began working to restore conditions on the island.

The affected area stretches about 900 metres along the beach, with the oil appearing as tar balls and tar patties, according to Thai-MECC. Stains were also found on a floating pontoon.

The agency said manual recovery methods would be used to minimise environmental impact and that waste disposal would be strictly controlled.

An underwater team has been assigned to seal the oil leak from the sunken ship, which lies at a depth of 60 metres, the centre said.

The Panama-flagged cargo ship sank on Feb 7 and was later located south of Koh Kaeo Noi at latitude 7deg43.88" North and longitude 98deg16.62" East. It was originally en route from Malaysia to Bangladesh. All 16 crew members were rescued by Thai authorities.

The 4,339-ton vessel was carrying 297 containers, 14 of which contained hazardous materials. The public has been warned not to approach any stray containers found near the area.

[image: Oil spill covers an area on seawater surface near Koh Hey, Phuket. ]
Oil covers an area on the seawater surface near Koh Hey in Phuket.
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									Daughter expects Thaksin to quit politics								

								'He should quit,' says Paetongtarn after latest prison visit
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																Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra is likely to quit politics when he is released from prison, his daughter Paetongtarn said on Thursday.
She made the comment as she walked out of Klongprem Central Prison in Chatuchak district, after reporters pressed her on whether her father would quit politics when he is paroled later this year.

"He has been inside for six months. He should quit. It is unlikely that he will not quit," said Ms Paetongtarn, also a former PM.

The Department of Corrections said this week that Thaksin, who will turn 77 on July 26, would be eligible for parole in May as he would have served two-thirds of his one-year jail term by then.

Thaksin, 76, has been behind bars since Sept 9 last year, when the Supreme Court ordered him to actually serve his one-year sentence for abuse of authority and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006.

The court did not recognise Thaksin's prolonged stay at Police General Hospital in 2023-24 as qualifying for prison time.

Thaksin returned to Thailand on Aug 22, 2023, after more than 15 years of self-exile abroad.

The billionaire patriarch of the Pheu Thai Party was immediately sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by royal clemency.

He was taken to Bangkok Remand Prison but was moved to Police General Hospital the same night, only 13 hours after he entered the prison.
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																The Bank of Thailand has introduced tighter controls for online gold trading platforms in a move to curb their impact on the baht, with the new rules set to take effect on March 1.
According to deputy government spokeswoman Lalida Persvivatana, people who already hold gold valued above the threshold as of the end of January are allowed to sell their existing holdings without any time limit.

She said the central bank introduced regulations for gold trading on online platforms settled in baht to tighten oversight of high-value transactions, enhance transparency, and reduce risks to baht stability.

A key measure is a transaction cap of 50 million baht per person, per platform, per transaction, applicable to platforms that settle in baht, Ms Lalida said. This does not cover transactions settled in US dollars, traditional gold shops, gold-saving platforms that do not allow selling, or trading in the futures market.

However, investors who held gold worth more than 50 million baht as of Jan 30, 2026, are allowed to sell their existing holdings without any time limit.

Additional trading rules were introduced for online gold platforms settled in both baht and US dollars.

Under the new requirements, the use of third-party accounts to receive or make payments is strictly prohibited, and all transactions must be conducted through electronic payment systems.

Full payment is required for every trade, with net settlement no longer permitted. Buyers must take physical delivery of the gold themselves.

In addition, gold may be sold only when the seller already holds the gold in the system and payment has been completed, effectively banning short selling.

She said the measures are intended to reduce baht volatility and raise standards for gold trading. The transaction cap applies only to retail customers and does not cover gold traders or related manufacturers.

Retail customers whose transactions do not exceed 50 million baht will not be affected, Ms Lalida said.

"The government supports the central bank's approach to enhancing transparency in financial transactions and safeguarding economic stability, which strengthens long-term confidence in the country's financial system," she said.

Siriluck Pakotiprapha, vice-president of research at Hua Seng Heng Futures Co, said the measures were announced previously by the central bank and major gold traders are ready to comply.

"Only the transaction cap of 50 million baht is a new requirement, with compliance from March 1. Online gold trading can continue without any limitation," she told the Bangkok Post.

"We acknowledge these measures are aimed at tackling money laundering and curbing baht volatility, and we stand ready to comply."

Such measures could help stabilise the Thai currency to a "certain degree", as gold traders maintain gold imports are not a major factor driving the baht's strength, Ms Siriluck noted.

"The major factors driving the baht's movement are the US dollar and foreign inflows, which have grown substantially following the Feb 8 election," she said.
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									Thai property market rebounds								

								Q4 of 2025 was the turning point
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																The domestic housing market has already passed its trough, with supply and demand moving towards a more balanced level, says a property researcher.
The government should extend support measures to sustain market momentum, according to the Real Estate Information Center (REIC).

Narongpol Prapanirin, senior executive vice-president for marketing business at REIC, said residential property transfers in the fourth quarter of 2025 increased by 5.7% from the third quarter in terms of units, and by 9.3% in value. Newly approved housing loans in the fourth quarter rose by 1.3% from the previous quarter.

The fourth quarter of 2025 reflected clear signs of a recovery in Thailand's real estate sector, and he said the domestic property market has passed its nadir.

Although total residential transfers for the year tallied 316,000 units, down 9.1% year-on-year, with a total value of 864 billion baht, a decline of 11.8%, the situation improved in every quarter of 2025.

The total value of residential property transfers nationwide increased in every quarter last year, tallying 181 billion baht in the first quarter, 210 billion baht in the second quarter, 226 billion in the third, and 247 billion in the final quarter.

The total for both new and second-hand home transfers registered 65,200 units in the first quarter, 77,300 units in the second quarter, 84,300 units in the third, and 89,100 units in the final quarter.

To ensure a continued recovery in the real estate sector, the government should extend support measures that are due to expire at the end of June, such as the Bank of Thailand's loan-to-value (LTV) measures and the reduced property transfer and mortgage fees at 0.01%, said Mr Narongpol.

Conditions for the housing market this year are expected to remain broadly stable compared with last year, amid a fragile Thai economy, he said.

Supporting factors include household debt relief measures under the "Khun Su Rao Chuay" (You Fight, We Help) debt relief programme, which ease the debt burden and restore purchasing power, as well as lower interest rates and an uptick in foreign tourist arrivals.

Analysts expect the government will continue to roll out economic stimulus measures.

Under the base-case scenario for this year, assuming GDP growth of 2% and inflation of 0.2%, residential transfers are projected at 314,000 units, down 0.5% year-on-year, with a total value of 858 billion baht, falling 0.7%. New mortgage extensions are estimated at 539 billion baht, broadly unchanged from last year, noted REIC.

The best-case scenario calls for residential transfers of 346,000 units, an increase of 9.4% year-on-year, with a total value of 944 billion baht, up 9.2%. This scenario assumes GDP growth of 2.5%, inflation of 0.7%, and the extension of government support measures, including reduced transfer and mortgage fees and the continuation of the LTV measures.

"In 2026, the economy is expected to remain stable, while the real estate sector will move towards a more structural balance between demand and supply," Mr Narongpol said.

Regarding condo transfers by foreign buyers, last year there were 14,800 units transferred, up 2.2% from the previous year, with a total value of 60.9 billion baht, down 10.7%.

He attributed the decline in value to fewer transfers of luxury units as some countries have begun to tighten outbound investment, while the Thai government implemented stricter enforcement against grey capital.

Foreign buyers accounted for 14.7% of the total condo transfers last year and 25% of the total value.

Of the 316,000 residential units transferred last year, 36% were new homes and 64% were second-hand homes. Mr Narongpol said this was because second-hand homes are cheaper than new units and are often situated in preferred locations.
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																The Election Commission (EC) on Wednesday filed a police complaint against members of the public who observed a vote recount at a polling unit in Kannayao district of Bangkok, alleging their actions compromised the secrecy of the ballot.
EC deputy secretary-general Khanchit Charoen-in, accompanied by acting Sub-Lt Samphan Saengdamlert, director of the Bangkok election office, lodged a complaint with the police Central Investigation Bureau, after evidence emerged that ballot papers had been photographed.

Mr Khanchit said the EC asked him to submit video clips circulated online, together with press photographs, relating to an incident during the Feb 22 recount. On that day, four to five civilian observers attended the vote-recount in Kannayao district.

The group obstructed officials in the discharge of their duties by photographing ballot papers, the EC said, recording the vote-counting code process, and capturing images of QR codes in an attempt to demonstrate that the election was not conducted by a secret ballot.

He said that while scrutiny was permissible within the bounds of the law, actions exceeding those limits must result in legal proceedings. The behaviour went beyond acceptable boundaries, prompting the complaint.

The charge concerns an offence under electoral law relating to obstruction of officials in the performance of their duties. Should further investigation reveal additional individuals involved, legal action will also be pursued.

Responding to questions about potential criticism that citizens participating in observation efforts were themselves being prosecuted, Mr Khanchit said the EC's action was not retaliatory but undertaken in accordance with legal procedure.

He added that anyone was entitled to file complaints through the proper channels, and confirmed he was not concerned about potential counteraction.
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									Tisana refuses to cave on ideology								

								Compromise not an option for ex-MP for People's Party
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																Tisana Choonhavan, a former MP for Bangkok's Constituency 2 (Pathumwan, Sathon and Ratchathewi) under the People's Party (PP), has stirred controversy after alleging irregularities in her former party's management and operations.
Some observers view Ms Tisana's expose as stemming from disappointment over her recent disqualification as an election candidate. Others suggest her criticism reflects deeper ideological differences.

Ms Tisana, 34, is an heir to the prominent Choonhavan political family. Her grandfather, former prime minister Chatichai Choonhavan, pursued trade-oriented reforms in the early 1990s, favouring economic engagement over military confrontation with neighbouring countries. His administration, which promoted a form of pro-business capitalism, was overthrown in 1991 by the National Peace Keeping Council (NPKC) led by Gen Suchinda Kraprayoon, citing corruption.

Ms Tisana has expressed support for the political ideals of her father, Kraisak Choonhavan, Chatichai's son, whose views centred on democracy and human rights. The late Mr Kraisak was also a prominent critic of Thaksin Shinawatra.

She has advocated for a genuinely people-drafted constitution, the reform or removal of unaccountable independent bodies, military reform, protection of migrant workers' rights, marriage equality and amnesty for political offences.

Despite these positions, she has spoken of ideological conflict during her time in the PP, voicing disappointment over what she described as a "grand compromise" -- an alleged pact between the old power bloc and a democratic political party.

The remark appeared to refer to the party's decision to support Anutin Charnvirakul as prime minister in late 2025, a move she had opposed in an internal party meeting. She argued that reducing space for dissent within the party would diminish democratic procedures.

The latest dispute emerged earlier this month when Ms Tisana alleged she had been misled into signing a blank document endorsing a new election candidate in her place.

In what was seen as retaliation, she accused the PP of conducting an intensive information operation through Spectre C, a firm alleged to be linked to the party's media operations.

Ms Tisana said she has faced coordinated online attacks but has also received support from across Thailand's political spectrum.

She works as a special lecturer in international law and human rights at George Mason University in the United States.

She holds a bachelor's degree in international relations from Mahidol University International College and a master's degree in public international law (human rights) from the School of Oriental and African Studies in London.

Her professional experience includes serving as an assistant diplomat in the Political and Security Affairs Division of the Department of Asean Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

She was also a co-founder of the "Progressive Constitution (CONLAB)" initiative and worked with the Freeland Foundation on anti-human trafficking efforts.

Her portfolio includes advocacy on behalf of refugees and migrant workers in Tak and Phangnga provinces.

During her parliamentary career, she served as an MP for Bangkok under the Move Forward Party -- later renamed the PP -- and sat on several ad hoc committees reviewing draft legislation.
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																The Bank of Thailand believes the cycle of policy rate cuts has ended, with Wednesday's reduction deemed sufficient to support the Thai economy.
The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) voted 4-2 on Wednesday to cut the policy rate by 25 basis points (bps) to 1%, effective immediately.

Two members voted to keep the policy rate unchanged at 1.25%, according to the MPC secretary Don Nakornthab.

He said if the Thai economy progresses in line with the committee's assessment, the downward interest rate cycle can be considered over.

However, the MPC preserved policy space of 50 bps compared with the low of 0.5% during the pandemic, given heightened uncertainty stemming from US tariff policy, said Mr Don.

"The latest rate cut may have surprised the market in terms of timing, but the market already expected the policy rate to be reduced to 1% this year," he said.

"The reduction represents front-loading to support the Thai economy over the next few months."

Under the baseline scenario, the central bank assumes the US tariff rate imposed on Thai exports will remain at 19% following the US Supreme Court striking down President Donald Trump's tariff regime. The MPC plans to monitor tariff developments.

Although the Thai economy grew faster than expected in the fourth quarter of 2025, growth is projected to remain below its potential of 2.7% in both 2026 and 2027 due to structural constraints and intensifying competition.

The central bank estimates Thai GDP growth of 2% this year.

Restoring growth to its potential level will take time and the support of both monetary and fiscal policies, according to the regulator. The bank is scheduled to release its economic assessment at the MPC meeting in April.

According to Mr Don, interest rates in the banking system and financial markets have declined in line with previous policy rate cuts, helping to reduce financing costs and ease debt burdens for businesses and households.

However, borrowing costs continue to rise for small and medium-sized enterprises with high credit risk, while overall credit contracted.

This partly reflects financial institutions' continued caution in extending loans to new and high-risk borrowers. The MPC plans to monitor the transmission of monetary policy and credit growth, and it will support targeted financial measures to assist vulnerable groups, he said.

"Commercial bank lending rates are primarily determined by market mechanisms," said Mr Don. "However, a reduction in the policy rate would help ease both financing costs and credit risks in the banking sector."

The panel expects the latest rate cut to partially ease the baht's appreciation against the US dollar by influencing foreign capital inflows, particularly into the Thai bond market. The improved outlook for political stability after the election is expected to support foreign investment in the Thai equity market.

He said the baht appreciation against the US dollar was driven by the interest rate outlook for the Federal Reserve and Thailand-specific factors. The stronger baht has tightened financial conditions for exporters, especially those in highly competitive markets with low profit margins.

The MPC also expressed concern about signs of exchange-rate misalignment relative to economic fundamentals.

Baht movements and transactions that exert significant pressure on the currency should be monitored, while the effectiveness of existing regulatory measures on gold-related transactions should be assessed, noted the committee.

FASTER THAN EXPECTED

Economists were surprised by the "faster than expected" rate cut, as Thai GDP seems to be expanding better than forecast, meaning the central bank was not projected to rush a reduction.

"Probably the timing is right for the central bank to act to stimulate the economy before a new cabinet is installed, with stimulus schemes launched from the third quarter," said Nuttaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

The research house expected the MPC to start cutting the rate in June, she noted.

"The regulator has repeatedly stated the interest rate is adjusted to align with the economic situation, not imply an easing cycle," said Ms Nuttaporn.

For the rest of 2026, K-Research expects the central bank to keep the interest rate at 1% despite the ongoing threat from US tariffs, as Trump threatens to impose more levies on goods imported to the US.

Before Trump announced a global tariff last Friday, the centre upgraded its export forecast for 2026 from a contraction of 1.2% to growth of 1.6%, said Ms Nuttaporn.

Poonyawat Sreesing, senior economist at Siam Commercial Bank Economic Intelligence Center (EIC), said the surprise cut may have been prompted by the new threat posed by Trump's tariff.

The EIC anticipated the MPC to start trimming the rate at its April meeting, or within the first half "to keep the policy space for a time when the economy really needs it".

"The central bank views the economy as continuing to expand at a rate lower than its real potential. Now the economy faces new uncertainties caused by US import duties," Mr Poonyawat told the Bangkok Post.

Last week the EIC upgraded its GDP growth estimate for 2026 to 1.8% from 1.5% following a strong GDP reading for the fourth quarter of 2025, he said.
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								Top platform operators call for digital standards to ensure sustainability
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																Thailand needs a sustainable digital infrastructure to guarantee continued health of the industry, according to the Thai Digital Platform Trade Association (TDPA), a new trade group founded by major operators Grab, Lazada, Line Man Wongnai and Shopee.
The group intends to serve as a unified voice for government engagement to ensure the healthy growth of the Thai digital economy, working with policymakers to tackle online fraud, develop export standards for small and medium enterprises (SMEs), and protect intellectual property rights.

The association also wants to improve digital literacy, promote transparency and minimise the impacts of government policy on innovation, according to the TDPA.

"The digital economy plays an important role in helping Thailand escape the middle-income trap, as it continues to grow faster than the overall economy," said Jirawat Poomsrikaew, secretary-general and adviser to the association.

According to the e-Conomy SEA Report 2025 by Google, Temasek and Bain & Company, Thailand's digital economy in 2025 recorded gross merchandise value growth of 16%, amounting to 1.73 trillion baht ($56 billion). Thailand continues to rank second in Southeast Asia's digital economy behind Indonesia.

In light of this momentum, leading players recognised the importance of joining forces to sustainably elevate Thailand's platform economy to global standards, said Lt Col Thamakorn Supatanarangsi, the president of the association.

"The establishment of the TDPA marks a significant milestone for Thailand's digital industry," she said.

The digital economy is a key engine of national growth, accounting for roughly 10% of GDP and projected to reach 30% by 2030, said Lt Col Thamakorn.

"We believe that precise, internationally aligned regulation will be a critical foundation for strengthening trust and ensuring the long-term, sustainable growth of Thailand's platform economy," she said.

Lt Col Thamakorn, who represents Lazada, said the association promotes four pillars: fair competition, risk-based regulation that supports innovation, transparency/consumer protection, and skill-building for Thai SMEs.

She said it is important to equip small vendors with digital tools and artificial intelligence so they can compete with large brands on a regional or global scale.

Mr Jirawat said the TDPA would also work with the government to tackle online scams.

Maleeya Jotisakulratana, senior director of government affairs at Line Man Wongnai, said platforms create accessible income opportunities for everyone.

She cautioned against over-regulation, citing Europe's loss of innovation to the United States, and called for balanced rules that allow the platform economy to grow.

Line Man focuses solely on the Thai market, reaching deep into local districts to help small restaurants access technology and reduce economic inequality, said Ms Maleeya.(Story continues below)

[image: ]

Feedback from sellers

Kantapon Prommoon, corporate affairs manager at Shopee (Thailand) Co Ltd, said the company listens to seller feedback to build tools to help them better market their products.

"We want to work with the commerce minister to encourage export standards as platforms promote cross-border e-commerce, as well as protection of intellectual property rights in Southeast Asia," said Mr Kantapon.

Arpamas Siriprasopsothorn, director of government affairs at Grab Thailand, said the TDPA would be a crucial tool for helping the government and the public understand how the platform economy drives the country forward and makes daily life easier.

Lt Col Thamakorn denied a rumour that the platforms have lobbied the Trade Competition Commission of Thailand to delay finishing draft guidelines to regulate unfair trade practices on multi-sided digital platforms.

These rules would target dominant platforms abusing market power, prohibit "forced logistics", rate parity clauses, unjustified fees and anti-competitive algorithmic manipulation.
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																Thailand has formally sought Portugal's support in accelerating negotiations on the European Union-Thailand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and advancing its bid to join the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) by 2030.
The request was made during talks between Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkoew and Portuguese Foreign Minister Paulo Rangel, who is on an official visit to Thailand.

Speaking at a joint press conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Thursday, Mr Sihasak said discussions covered a broad spectrum of cooperation aimed at deepening ties across political, economic and people-to-people dimensions.

Highlighting more than five centuries of relations between the two countries, Mr Sihasak said both sides agreed that facilitating exchanges between their citizens is a priority. Thailand and Portugal are expected to sign an agreement later this year granting visa exemptions for holders of diplomatic, official and special passports.

He added that Portugal has also expressed its readiness to support Thailand's efforts to secure Schengen visa exemption, which would ease travel for Thai nationals visiting Europe.

On trade, Mr Sihasak described the EU-Thailand FTA as one of the most important pillars of Thailand's engagement with the European Union. Negotiations, which resumed in 2023 after a nearly decade-long suspension, are progressing, and Thailand aims to conclude the talks by the end of this year.

"We would like to bring the negotiations to a conclusion by the end of the year, and Portugal's support will be crucial in helping us achieve that goal," he said.

Thailand also requested Portugal's continued backing for its accession to the OECD, which the government views as a key step in strengthening economic governance, improving regulatory standards and enhancing investor confidence. The target for membership is 2030.

Mr Sihasak said he plans to visit Portugal in June, where both sides are expected to sign several important agreements. Among them is a double taxation avoidance agreement, which he said would promote greater trade and investment flows and facilitate closer collaboration between the two countries' private sectors.

Mr Rangel noted that Thailand and Portugal have maintained cordial relations since the early 16th century, with formal diplomatic ties dating back to 1511 and a Treaty of Peace and Friendship signed in 1518.

He said Portugal has been an active advocate within the European Union for advancing the EU-Thailand FTA, viewing it as a strategic step toward strengthening EU-Asean economic integration. Portugal will also remain supportive of Thailand's efforts to join the OECD, he added.
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																Factory activity in Thailand picked up in January, driven by heightened political activity during the election campaign and strong demand in the automotive sector, according to the Office of Industrial Economics (OIE).
The Manufacturing Production Index (MPI) rose 1.4% year-on-year to 101.58 points, compared with from 95.02 in December, said Supakit Boonsiri, the director-general of the Office.  

He said campaign-related spending lifted sales of posters, food, paper, printing materials and beverages.The index also benefited from rising sales of battery electric vehicles (BEVs), he said.

Thailand's EV incentive programme, known as EV 3.0, ran from 2023 to 2025 and required automakers to expand local BEV production in exchange for tax cuts and subsidies on their imported models.

The Office reported manufacturing capacity utilisation at 60.1% in January and forecast the MPI would grow by between 1.5 and 2.5% this year, citing improved business confidence following the formation of a new government and its stimulus measures. Last year, the MPI closed at 95.81, contracting 0.8% from the year before.

Mr Supakit expressed confidence that the new EV 3.5 promotion scheme will further support the automotive industry.

In January, automotive manufacturing rose 6.3% year-on-year, fuelled by demand for hybrid EVs and BEVs in the domestic market, with price competition boosting sales volume.

Electronics output also surged, with printed circuit board and electronics production climbing 18.2% year-on-year on strong global demand for semiconductors, assemblies, and integrated circuits.

Palm oil production jumped 67.3% year-on-year, supported by higher yields that increased supply to the market.
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																Thai Airways International Plc (THAI) expects revenue to grow 5% this year as it adds new aircraft and expands in key Asian markets, including India and China.
The carrier targets 200 billion baht in revenue in 2026, up from 190 billio a year earlier, chief executive officer chai Eamsiri said on Thursday. It plans to increase its operating fleet to about 100 aircraft this year from 80 at the end of 2025, with additions spanning both narrow-body and wide-body jets.

"We are very fortunate to secure delivery of several aircraft this year to meet the robust travel demand in the region," Mr Chai told a press briefing. "India and China represent enormous market potential given their vast populations."

The additional capacity will allow THAI to increase frequencies and routes to China and India, two of Asia's fastest-growing travel markets. Air travel demand across the region continues to rise, supported by a rebound in Chinese outbound tourism, growing middle-class incomes in India and Southeast Asia and steady economic expansion.

Airlines including Singapore Airlines and Qantas have reported rising passenger volumes and solid revenue as international travel rebounds, helping support stronger earnings results.

THAI, which resumed trading on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) last August, posted a full-year net profit of 30.9 billion baht in 2025, reversing a net loss of 26.9 billion baht a year earlier. Revenue rose 1.3% to 190 billion baht, indicating a more gradual recovery compared with some regional peers.

The carrier has been rebuilding its network and balance sheet after emerging from a court-supervised debt restructuring initiated during the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.

Fleet renewal remains central to its turnaround strategy, though the airline has faced challenges securing aircraft deliveries amid global supply-chain constraints.
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																For centuries, Thailand's ecosystems have relied on natural cycles driven by once-abundant wildlife, including hornbills. These small forces of nature have grown even smaller, with only 13 hornbill species remaining in Thailand to perform their vital role as seed dispersers that enable forest regeneration.

A decayed home: A gem of nature
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While Thailand remains home for wildlife and birds, forest regeneration is a complex process particular amid climate challenges and human activities. With its abilities to disperse large seeds further away from parent trees, hornbills are irreplaceable forces that also deposit seeds individually to increase survival and connect fragmented forests through their long-distance flights. 

However, over the past 10 years, Thailand lost close to 28 percent of all its remaining forests, leaving only 9.3% of the country's ecosystems as suitable habitats. Cavities, homes for hornbills, usually form over decades due to slow processes like branch breakage, fungal decay, or damage from animals. When trees are removed faster than new cavities can form, the overall number of available nesting sites drops. 

"Regardless of specific tree species, hornbills need a natural cavity of a suitable size to lay their eggs." said Yanin (Proud) Tangkaravakoon, Founder of Homes for Hornbills and a Grade 11 Thai student at Choate Rosemary Hall in Connecticut, USA. "Large, old trees are most likely to develop natural cavities over time. When forests are cleared or selectively logged, these mature trees are often the first to be removed, eliminating existing cavities and preventing new ones from forming."

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

Yanin's fascination with hornbills began at age 10 during a school field trip to Khao Yai National Park. She was captivated by their tropical features--the long, down-curved bill and the distinctive casque atop the beak. During the trip, she also learned that hornbills are among the most important seed dispersers in Southeast Asian forests. Over half a decade, in 2024, Yanin saw a large decline of her beloved birds, as deforestation, illegal wildlife trade and honey collection have caused natural cavities reduction.

"Even existing cavities are scarce because hornbills must compete with owls, parrots, and squirrels for the same limited spaces, making successful breeding even harder," Yanin said. Hornbills are also territorial and return to the same nests to lay their eggs. She recalled seeing natural cavities maintained and restored by local communities--work that is far from simple. In Khao Yai National Park, villagers risk their lives climbing more than 20 metres up trees to repair cavities. "That experience was transformative for me," she said.

Innovation for Conservation

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

Inspired by such community conservative efforts, Yanin sought for the guidance from researchers from Thailand Hornbill Research Foundation (THRF) to formulate the enhanced home for hornbills where Koh Yao Noi in Phang Nga province is an active in-depth research site for the hornbill and strong community bonds with hornbills as the island symbol. 

Thailand Hornbill Research Foundation is part of the Thailand Hornbill Project at Mahidol University, a pioneering conservation group established in the 1970s to research and protect Thailand's diverse hornbill species, focusing on community-based conservation by training local villagers as nest guardians and reducing poaching.

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

The research centre's challenges include artificial nests limitations. "Wooden nests degrade within two to three years and ironically, they require cutting down more trees. Earthen jar nests used by some communities are often too small, limiting chick movement and development while glass fibre composite nests last longer around ten years but may pose long-term safety concerns as fibres can irritate hornbills over time."

With support from TOA Venture Holding Co.,Ltd., a key conservation partner of Homes for Hornbills and an affiliated company of TOA Group--Southeast Asia's leading paint manufacturer--Yanin conducted extensive experiments at the company's polymer laboratory. She tested natural fibers such as banana, coconut, pineapple, water hyacinth, jute and hemp sack. Among them, hemp sack provided best wetting ability and strong resistance to bending. Through optimization hemp fiber and polymer matrix, this resulting composite material gave best mechanical properties, durability and environmental friendly--ensuring nests that could last up to a decade

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

After experimentation, 20 artificial nests were installed on Yao Noi Island. The renewed efforts finally bear fruits with collaborative support provided by THRF and the local community on Yao Noi Island to help identify suitable locations where hornbills are already active, monitor hornbill activity, and replace decayed nests. 

Of the 20 nests, 10 were occupied, resulting in 14 hornbill chicks successfully fledging in 2025. She is co-leading a program with local community members and school teachers called "Young Hornbill Guardians", at Baan Nam Chued School on Yao Noi Island to inspire, raise awareness and foster sustained conservation to over 60 students.
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Guided by the principles of the circular economy, Yanin has developed a more sustainable solution that supports both the environment and larger hornbill species. The new nest design upcycles more than 418 polyethylene terephthalate (PET) plastic bottles per unit, transforming plastic waste into durable, wildlife-safe conservation infrastructure with an estimated lifespan of up to 10 years.

Commitments beneath their wings

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

By extending her efforts, Yanin is on her mission with a side-project for fundraising to build more homes for hornbills.

"The weight of each home remains a challenge. With the forthcoming project, the 30-kilogramme artificial nest requires to be carried on foot and to be assembled on the tree. Larger and more endangered hornbill species are existing. Long-term forest regeneration and biodiversity are endless."

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

While new tree-planting programs are underway across the country, hornbills help "buy time" by maintaining ecological functions until these young trees mature and begin contributing to carbon sequestration and full ecosystem restoration.

The vision over decades from childhood is growing with commitment to building widespread awareness towards hornbills, ecosystem, and sustainability. In achieving lifetime enriched biodiversity, support from the locals and the public are the core pillars for green conservation with no expiration.

[image: Homes for hornbills: A masterplan for nature]

Join Yanin in supporting a youth-led social impact project to create homes for hornbills on the Taejai platform: https://taejai.com/th/project/anm-homes-for-Hornbills-2026. Proceeds will support artificial nest construction and installation in Budo-Su-Ngai Padi National Park. Yanin's  international award-winning Homes for Hornbills documentary is now available at https://play.vipa.me/e5lhkvpfS0b
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																AstraZeneca (Thailand) Ltd., in collaboration with the public and private sectors, academia, and patient networks, has officially launched the A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub. This global health innovation network aims to synergise cross-sector potential by leveraging artificial intelligence technology and digital solutions to advance proactive healthcare. The A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub's Honourable Advisers comprises experts from diverse fields dedicated to driving innovation for a sustainable healthcare future.
[image: ]

Pattana Promphat, Minister of Public Health, stated during the launch of A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub: "The Ministry of Public Health is committed to coordinating collaboration across all sectors to enhance the Universal Coverage scheme and the management of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in order to build a strong primary healthcare system capable of addressing the wide-ranging challenges facing Thailand. These include an ageing society, the growing burden of NCDs such as kidney disease, cancer, and respiratory illnesses, as well as air and environmental pollution. Achieving these goals requires multi-sector cooperation and the use of modern technologies -- especially AI and digital innovation -- to improve the efficiency of healthcare delivery. The launch of A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub is therefore of the utmost importance. It represents a pivotal partnership in creating long-term, sustainable health innovation. Furthermore, this initiative serves as a formal declaration of intent: Thailand is ready to advance toward a healthcare system that is stronger, smarter, and more equitable, delivering transformative benefits to every citizen while positioning Thailand as a regional leader in healthcare innovation."
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Roman Ramos, Country President of AstraZeneca Thailand and Frontier Markets stated: "AstraZeneca, as a trusted health partner of Thailand for more than 40 years, recognises the country's readiness in terms of policy, infrastructure, and high-quality personnel. Therefore, we have introduced the A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub as a health innovation hub that connects the public sector, private sector, academic institutions, experts, patient networks, and Thai startups to accelerate the adoption of AI-driven innovation to improve patient outcomes."

A Global Network for Thai Health Innovators

A.Catalyst Network Thailand is an integral part of AstraZeneca's global health innovation network, which currently operates across more than 20 countries spanning the Americas, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Oceania. Its primary mission is to accelerate the development of healthcare innovation, including AI-driven solutions, by leveraging global insights and best practices from A.Catalyst Network initiatives worldwide to deliver tangible and measurable improvements in patient outcomes. These programmes are specifically designed to address critical health challenges, including non-communicable diseases (NCDs), such as chronic kidney disease, respiratory conditions, cancer, which remains one of the leading causes of death in Thailand, and rare diseases that affect relatively small patient populations but are often associated with high clinical severity.
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[image: ]

Furthermore, A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub aims to empower Thai health-tech startups to develop innovative technologies, enabling them to compete on the global stage and expand into international markets through strategic partnerships, investment opportunities, and global knowledge exchange.

Multidisciplinary Honourable Advisers for Sustainable Healthcare

A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub has invited experts from a range of sectors to join its Honourable Advisers. This body is tasked with providing strategic direction, forging genuine multi-sector collaboration, and driving the practical adoption of innovation and AI technologies. It will also play a vital role in public engagement and trust-building, thereby enhancing future opportunities and strengthening the network's collaborative ecosystem.

The Honourable Advisers include distinguished members such as:


	Prof. Emeritus Dr. Somsak Lolekha - Royal College of Pediatricians of Thailand

	Yuthasak Supasorn - Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT)

	Prof. Dr. Apichat Asavamongkolkul - Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University

	Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pharm. Vorasit Vongsutilers- Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Chulalongkorn University

	Dr. Thavirap Tantiwongse - Institute for Technology and Innovation Management, Mahidol University

	Dr. Jittiporn Thammajinda - Technology and Innovation in Life Sciences National Agency (Public Organization) - TILSNA

	Suchana Sinthavathavorn - Digital Economy Promotion Agency (Public Organization)

	Dr. Thanakrit Chintavoarn - Big Data Institute (Public Organization)

	Orajitt Bumrungskulswat - International Alliance of Patients' Organizations

	Tanapol Dokkaew - Health Rights Citizen Network

	Chatchawalit Dhammasaroj - Vibul Aryuravej Foundation

	Paramate Nisagornsen - Siam Cement Group

	Sarinra Wongsuppaluk - True Corporation PCL

	Pimpawa Srisomwong - PTT Global Chemical PCL

	Piyawat Techapatimanond - Successo Internazionale Co., Ltd. 
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Integrated Collaboration: Boosting Workforce Wellness

A key initiative already underway is the "Health and Well-being Enhancement Program for Workers in Industrial Estates". AstraZeneca has partnered with the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT) under the Ministry of Industry, as well as the Department of Labour Protection and Welfare (DLPW) and the Social Security Office (SSO) under the Ministry of Labour, to launch the "Lung Screening with AI Innovation" campaign. This programme provides mobile AI-assisted chest X-ray services in addition to expert-led lung health talks. The initiative is being piloted across four provinces, Sa Kaeo, Rayong, Chon Buri, and Chachoengsao, covering a total of 5,000 workers. Central to this effort is the Inspectra CXR innovation from Perceptra, a Thai health-tech startup. This AI-driven solution analyses chest X-rays to assess the risk of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and detect up to eight types of lung abnormalities, with an accuracy rate of 98.9%. By delivering rapid results, the technology reduces physician diagnostic time by 70%, significantly enhancing the efficiency of early-stage detection.

Digital Medical Innovation: The Engine for a Healthy Thai Society
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At the official launch event of A.Catalyst Network Thailand, Prof. Dr. Prasit Wattanapa, Chairman of the Technology and Innovation in Life Sciences National Agency (Public Organization), delivered a keynote address titled "Digital Medical Innovation: A Driving Force for a Healthy Thai Society on the Global Stage". He emphasised the importance of building a strong, sustainable health innovation ecosystem in Thailand through close collaboration among the public and private sectors and health-tech startups. Such partnerships will help drive the development and adoption of advanced medical innovations and technologies, including AI-powered diagnostics and high-precision digital tools. These advancements form a critical foundation for promoting proactive healthcare, enhancing treatment quality, easing the burden on hospital systems, and expanding access to healthcare services across the country. Ultimately, these efforts are expected to improve the quality of life of Thais while positioning Thailand's medical technologies for greater international recognition.

[image: ]

In addition, Yuthasak Supasorn, Chairman of the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand (IEAT), presented a keynote titled "Health is Wealth: The Power of Health Innovation for Sustainable Economic Growth". He underscored the importance of the Thai workforce as a primary engine of the national economy. Strengthening workforce healthcare, therefore, is essential to maintaining national competitiveness and serves as a fundamental pillar of the country's long-term economic prosperity.

[image: ]
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Roman Ramos concluded: "We aim to continuously introduce new projects under the A.Catalyst Network Thailand Hub to transform healthcare - from prevention and diagnosis to treatment - for non-communicable diseases, chronic kidney disease, respiratory diseases, cancer, and rare diseases. By leveraging AI innovations developed by Thais, for Thais, we seek to drive a sustainable national health system. The A.Catalyst Network and our Honourable Advisers stand ready to listen to feedback and collaborate with all sectors to build better health for the people of Thailand together."
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																The Thailand Futures Exchange (TFEX) is preparing a major expansion aimed at doubling its investor base to 2 million accounts by rolling out smaller, more accessible products and accelerating efforts to reposition the derivatives market as a risk management platform rather than a speculative arena.
Managing director Triwit Wangvorawudhi said the exchange will introduce Mini Gold Futures and short-dated SET50 Options in the second half of the year. The new contracts are designed with spot-like characteristics to better align with investor needs.

TFEX is also studying the feasibility of launching perpetual-style products tied to underlying assets that are currently attracting strong investor interest, as well as revising silver contract specifications after prices surged to around 30,000-40,000 baht per contract.

The push towards smaller contract sizes reflects shifting market dynamics. Gold prices have risen nearly 100% over the past 2-3 years, driving margins for gold online futures sharply higher.

Previously investors needed about 50,000 baht per contract. Today margins range between 110,000 and 120,000 baht for a 10-baht gold contract, while the standard physical gold futures contract remains at 50 baht in size.

The planned Mini Gold Online Futures contract will significantly reduce position sizes, lowering margin requirements to roughly 10,000 baht per contract and making it more accessible to retail investors and smaller portfolios.

Moreover, TFEX plans to launch short-dated SET50 Options as a hedging tool amid heightened market volatility. To make derivatives strategies easier to execute, the exchange is developing a "Strategy Builder" tool integrated into the SET streaming platform, scheduled for launch next year.

TFEX is also studying other precious metals, such as copper and platinum, though these remain niche products among Thai investors.

The exchange has roughly 250,000 investors, of whom 60% are retail participants. The total number of TFEX investors accounts for less than 10% of those in the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), which has more than 4 million accounts.

TFEX wants to expand its base to roughly half of the SET's investor population.

Mr Triwit said many retail investors still perceive TFEX as a complex, high-risk market suited primarily to speculation or advanced traders.

"We need to rebrand. Investing in TFEX is not difficult," he said, adding this year's focus is on investor education and product development to build trust and confidence.

Trading activity has softened in line with equity market sentiment. In 2025, TFEX recorded total trading volume of 100 million contracts, averaging 416,352 contracts per day, down from 480,000 daily contracts the previous year and below its historical peak of 500,000-600,000 contracts.

However, early 2026 data reveal renewed momentum, with average daily volume reaching 534,258 contracts as of Feb 19, up 28% from 2025.

Equity derivatives remain dominant, with SET50 Futures, SET50 Options and Single Stock Futures accounting for 77% of total trading volume in 2025. SET50 Options grew 11% year-on-year.

Precious metals and currency derivatives represented 12% and 11% of total volume, respectively. Silver online futures surged 308% amid rising global metal prices and heightened volatility, while baht cross-currency contracts also expanded alongside foreign exchange market fluctuations.

TFEX handles around 100 million contracts annually, ranking second in Southeast Asia behind Singapore's derivatives market and placing 18th in Asia overall.

"Our goal this year is not contract volume," Mr Triwit said. "It's about accessibility, usability and ensuring investors can effectively manage risk. We want to build trust and encourage broader participation."
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																Stock market investment sentiment has turned upbeat, backed by the Election Commission's (EC) endorsement of new MPs from the Feb 8 poll and the 2026 GDP upgrade by the Bank of Thailand, causing the Thai index to surpass 1,500 points on Wednesday.
The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) index soared by more than 20 points to finish at 1,511 points by midday with solid trading value of around 80 billion baht, supported by reports of EC certification of nearly 400 MPs in the first batch, said Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities.

"The Bhumjaithai Party has a super-majority in the new coalition government, making the new administration and Thai politics more stable," he said.

"That is a positive for markets and supports a Bhumjaithai-led coalition formation to advance investment-focused economic measures under the 'Big Wins' framework recently proposed by caretaker finance minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas."

The bourse was also lifted by improving economic prospects, as signalled by central bank governor Vitai Ratanakorn on Tuesday indicating the regulator projects GDP expansion of 1.9% this year, up from its previous estimate of 1.5%.

Isara Ordeedolchest, deputy managing director and head of investment research at BBL Asset Management (BBLAM), said the recent publication of fourth-quarter financial data indicated the Thai economy had posted substantial growth, backed by domestic consumption, private investment and government spending.

"The healthy GDP expansion indicates the Thai economy has good prospects in the medium and long term," he said.

BBLAM increased its 2026 GDP growth forecast from 1.6% to a range of 1.9-2.1%, while its SET index outlook is 1,520 points, up from a previous forecast of 1,450 points, said Mr Isara.
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																Thai AirAsia (TAA) is targeting 6-9% year-on-year revenue growth in 2026, supported by 23.5 million passengers and an 85% load factor, assuming an optimistic tourism outlook.
The higher international passenger service charge (PSC) at major airports in Thailand should not have an abrupt impact on travel demand, the company noted.

Phairat Pornpathananangoon, chief executive of Asia Aviation Plc and TAA, said the Tourism Authority of Thailand has set a target of 36.7 million foreign arrivals this year, prompting the airline to optimise its operations to align with the forecast as a regional carrier with a strong domestic network.

"2026 will be the first year we truly leave Covid-19 behind," Mr Phairat said.

In 2019, TAA operated 63 aircraft with a seat capacity of 26.1 million, serving 22.1 million passengers.

Last year, it operated 62 aircraft with a seat capacity of 25.2 million and carried 21 million passengers.

This year, the airline aims to serve 23.5 million passengers, an 11% year-on-year increase, with an 85% load factor, up two percentage points, supported by five additional aircraft.

TAA is targeting 6-9% revenue growth this year, with its earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation margin reaching 20%, up from 17% in 2025.

Mr Phairat said the company will focus on strengthening existing routes this year, such as increasing domestic flights, where it holds the largest market share at 41%.

Once the airline receives five more Airbus A320 aircraft in the second half of the year, it plans to open new routes, including direct flights from China to Chiang Mai, as well as expand fifth-freedom routes via new cities, such as Vientiane to Hanoi.

Tansita Akrarittipirom, TAA's head of commercial, said the airline is optimistic about the recovery of the Chinese market.

During the upcoming low season, the airline will allocate charter flights to Chinese cities such as Hubei.

This is part of its strategy to diversify from scheduled flights in the second and third quarters towards charter operations and aircraft, crew, maintenance and insurance leasing arrangements.

She said the airline plans to increase marketing and content visibility in the European and Russian markets, banking on growth in long-haul travel to Thailand.

Passengers using its "fly-thru" services -- a connection between two flights under a single booking -- are expected to account for 6.7% of total passengers, up from 5% last year.

TAA plans to add customs, immigration and quarantine facilities at additional airports, such as Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, Surat Thani and Nakhon Si Thammarat, to support those services.

Regarding Airports of Thailand raising the international PSC to 1,120 baht from 730 baht, the increase will be embedded in the airfare and should not significantly affect foreign tourists, as long as Thailand positions itself as a quality destination, Mr Phairat said.

However, for Thai travellers, the airline needs to step up efforts to stimulate the market to minimise the impact of higher airfares, he said.

Under its five-year plan, AirAsia Group has confirmed orders for 354 A321neo and A321LR aircraft, as well as 20 A321XLR aircraft, with 25-30% allocated to Thai AirAsia.

Mr Phairat said the airline expects to receive the new long-range aircraft by 2027 or 2028, which will be deployed on routes to Bahrain, a new strategic hub in the Middle East connecting Southeast Asia to Europe.
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																Geely Riddara Thailand, the local arm of Chinese automaker Geely's electric pickup brand Riddara, is exploring plans to establish an electric vehicle (EV) factory in Thailand, aiming to capitalise on the country's growing EV market.
Cao Feng, general manager of Geely Riddara Thailand, said the pickup segment in Thailand offers strong potential for battery-powered vehicles, despite a slowdown in overall pickup sales.

"This country is an opportunity market for the pickup segment. Even though sales have slowed, in the long term we are confident that electric pickups will continue to grow because they save more energy compared with those running on fossil fuels," he said.

Thailand is the first country outside China where Geely has expanded its Riddara brand, underscoring the company's ambition to make the country its Southeast Asian hub.

Riddara has already begun marketing efforts in Myanmar, Laos and the Philippines, while also studying opportunities in Malaysia.

The company set a sales target of 3,000-5,000 units in Thailand this year. To achieve this, Riddara plans to introduce new models, including single-cab pickups, aimed at fleet buyers and families.

In 2025, the company recorded total sales of 1,000 units in Thailand.

To strengthen its presence, Riddara is expanding its retail and service network. The company plans to increase the number of showrooms and service centres to 38 this year, up from 12 last year.

However, challenges remain. Limited access to auto loans, weak consumer purchasing power, and global economic uncertainty continue to weigh on the Thai automotive market.

Qian Gen, marketing director of Geely Riddara Thailand, highlighted the company's global momentum, noting that Geely achieved sales of more than 4.1 million vehicles in 2025, a 26% year-on-year increase, placing it among the world's top seven automakers.

In Thailand, Riddara was initially the sole player in the electric pickup market. But with new competitors entering the segment, the company now faces intensifying competition as the automotive industry shifts towards electrification.
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        AI -- friend or foe to Gen Z?
        Gen Z is generally regarded as the first generation fully raised in the technological era. People of this generation have witnessed the rapid transformation of the world, from traditional systems to modern innovations such as artificial intelligence (AI). While some older generations debate whether AI might do more harm than good, Gen Z has made it a part of daily life.

      

      
        The Ukraine war: Four years and counting
        'Breathe deeply, calm down, and don't go running to stock up on food and matches," President Volodymyr Zelensky told Ukrainians one month before the Russian tanks rolled across the border on Feb 24, 2022. The American and British intelligence services knew the Russians were going to invade and told him so, but neither he nor his generals believed it.

      

      
        'Industrial' heritage deserves saving
        When we think of Thailand's architectural heritage, iconic temples and palaces known around the world often come to mind. Yet this glittering image tells only part of the story. What of the grittier sites that reveal how our ancestors earned their livelihoods, traded with the wider world and spread prosperity across the land?

      

      
        Election Commission crisis widens
        Controversies surrounding dubious ballot papers that may have compromised the principle of voting secrecy and poll integrity have put the Election Commission (EC) in hot water, amid rising public anxiety the Feb 8 national election might be nullified.

      

      
        Borders, scams and stalled trust
        Over 10 years ago, I had the privilege of serving as president of the Human Rights Council during a pivotal moment of institutional review. I still recall our retreat in Bangkok, where we gathered for frank and candid conversations. We did not resolve every issue then.

      

      
        AI will transform business, not just our jobs
        Many people fear that AI could cause a "job-pocalypse". This year's Davos gathering sounded the alarm over the technology's implications for employment, while recent announcements about job cuts in white-collar industries are widely viewed as straws in the wind.

      

      
        Thailand's justice gap
        This week, Thailand marks the third anniversary of the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022 -- albeit half-heartedly.

      

      
        Unlocking Thai competitiveness
        Regulatory reform is an urgent priority in restoring growth to Thailand's emerging economy. Rigid rules and excessive red tape have become significant structural barriers to private sector development. Evidence from several key industries demonstrates that outdated, fragmented legislation continues to constrain competitiveness.

      

      
        Diplomacy over silence
        Caretaker Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow is garnering praise for his open diplomacy aimed at re-engaging with Myanmar. Last Wednesday, he formally met his counterpart Than Swe in Phuket. There, Mr Sihasak was quoted by international media as saying that Thailand will serve as a "bridge" to bring Myanmar back into Asean.

      

      
        The fuss about Thailand and Trump's Board of Peace
        Thai media were perplexed by the appearance of the Thai flag in the background at the inaugural meeting of the Board of Peace (BOP) in Washington, DC last Thursday. After all, Thailand is not a BOP member. In a swift response, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the country was attending as an observer.
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								AI turns tech-savvy into a new burden for graduates
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																Gen Z is generally regarded as the first generation fully raised in the technological era. People of this generation have witnessed the rapid transformation of the world, from traditional systems to modern innovations such as artificial intelligence (AI). While some older generations debate whether AI might do more harm than good, Gen Z has made it a part of daily life.
As a Gen Z teenager, the transition felt magical and shocking; it made me aware of how fast time flies. I remember seeing a CRT TV (Cathode Ray Tube television) for the first time and, in what felt like the blink of an eye, watching screens become digital and gain AI assistants. This technological leap has brought us to the doorstep of the AI era. The shift is equally exhilarating and overwhelming.

If we talk about the rise of AI, it is both good and bad. One of the positives about AI is it can make numerous tasks far quicker. What you are curious about can be answered in seconds (regardless of whether it's true). Beyond efficiency, AI has begun to shape our emotional lives, acting as more than just a tool.

AI can also function as a companion, sharing interests. For me, that includes languages, science, history and astronomy. Conversations with AI can often feel endlessly engaging. Some Gen Zers use AI as a 'personal therapist.' They don't want any feedback but comfort. Fortunately, AI can be soothing. Many young people prefer to deal with vulnerabilities privately rather than seeking a human therapist. They feel safer resolving problems confidentially for greater peace of mind.

While this digital comfort offers temporary security, it raises a critical question. Are we becoming too dependent on an algorithm for our mental and intellectual growth?

AI can be a double-edged sword. With its tendency to flatter, it can encourage delusion, especially in people experiencing depression or suicidal thoughts, rather than offering truthful or challenging responses. That is a major risk of relying on AI.

Another concern from overuse is over-reliance. AI is increasingly integrated into education. Many people may rely on it too heavily, potentially weakening their critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

From my experience, AI is far more powerful than earlier technologies. It is highly useful and difficult to ignore. With its assistance, my work flows smoothly. It's so fast and easy that my initial reaction was, "Oh my God, this is heaven-sent."

I have used AI for some of my work for two years. Over time, I realised it had weakened me slightly. Sometimes I submit work to ChatGPT and then barely remember its contents. Once, for a presentation, I asked AI to write a script. I ended up discarding it and writing my own because the AI's language and tone were not appropriate. Can that be called a consequence of overusing AI?

I think my overdependence reflects a common issue across my generation.

In the modern era, social norms expect those of us nearing graduation to possess many skills, as if we should become superhuman instinctively. Society often assumes that because we were born into the technological era, we must naturally master every new innovation. Familiarity with technology does not make us immune to its pressures. Instead of empowering us, AI sometimes becomes another expectation we must fulfil.

Being born in the innovative era makes something easier yet creates intense stress and competition. Nowadays, people without much technological skills are like amateur runners competing against a high-speed train. Without new-era skills, getting a job becomes challenging. Opportunities and career growth are suddenly plummeting.

In the face of such intense competition and technological demand, we must pause to redefine our relationship with these tools. We should limit and reset societal expectations and measures of competition before we humans all burn out.

At the end of the day, AI is a tool, not a takeover. While it can assist us in many ways, we should not underestimate our own capabilities. Believing in our potential is key: balance and adapt AI's power with our own, because the essence of human creativity is something no algorithm can replace.
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																'Breathe deeply, calm down, and don't go running to stock up on food and matches," President Volodymyr Zelensky told Ukrainians one month before the Russian tanks rolled across the border on Feb 24, 2022. The American and British intelligence services knew the Russians were going to invade and told him so, but neither he nor his generals believed it.
Most of the European Nato members didn't believe it either. That was partly because they still remembered the lies that the CIA and MI6 told them 20 years before to trick them into invading Iraq, but mainly because they couldn't believe the Russians were that stupid.

Looking back much later, one European intelligence official explained that "We didn't believe it would happen, because we thought the idea that [the Russians] would be able to walk into Kyiv and just install a puppet government was completely insane." After a pause, he added defensively: "As it turned out, it was indeed completely insane."

That was my mistake too. Right down to few days before the invasion I went on insisting that the intelligence must be wrong because Russian President Vladimir Putin could not be that stupid. But he was. He had been surrounded and insulated by people desperate not to displease him for so long that he had no personal contact with external reality.

Mr Putin was catastrophically, preposterously wrong. Four years and between 200,000 and 400,000 dead Russian soldiers later (estimates vary), the Russian army holds about 20% of Ukraine's territory.

At one point in late March of 2022 Russia controlled 27% of Ukraine's land, but two major Ukrainian counteroffensives drove it down to 19% by April of that year. All the further fighting since then, despite the massive casualties, has increased Russian's holdings by only about one percent more, to 20%.

The stalemate was inevitable, because the dominant new technology, drones, makes it very dangerous for soldiers to move on the surface at all -- and by now the kill zone is up to 30 kilometres deep. Like the machine guns and long-range artillery of World War I, the drones force everybody to take shelter below ground level.

Both sides are affected by this phenomenon, of course, but the Russians, who are attacking, have to get out of their trenches and dugouts much more often than the Ukrainians. The Russian army, hampered by corruption and incompetence in the early days of the war, is now a lot more professional, but it still cannot get breakthroughs.

The omnipresent drones, rather than any superior skill or courage on the part of Ukrainian soldiers, produces a kill ratio more than two-to-one in favour of the Ukrainians. That largely cancels out the two- or three-to-one numerical superiority enjoyed by the Russians and creates a war of almost pure attrition in which the Ukrainians have an equal chance of winning.

That's not what Donald Trump says, of course, but then he's trying to browbeat Mr Zelensky into accepting a ceasefire or a peace deal no matter how badly it affects Ukraine's future. What Mr Trump cares about is getting his cherished Nobel Peace Prize and closing his own trade deal with Mr Putin which would doubtless make both men a lot richer.

All Mr Trump's trash talk about Ukrainians having "no cards" and being "losers" is just part of the bullying process. Mr Zelensky knows that, but he has to be careful not to sound too confident or Ukraine's foreign supporters might slack off in their support. It's a fine line to walk, but he does it well.

Wars of attrition generally end when one side cannot continue because its soldiers mutiny in the field, or because its citizens at home refuse to support it any longer. Neither Ukraine nor Russia is that point yet, and it is not even clear that they will reach that point in the next year.

Some significant developments are moving in Ukraine's favour at the moment: Elon Musk's Starlink communications system is now unavailable to Russian troops and Ukraine's new Flamingo cruise missiles are going into mass production. However, Mr Trump's threat of war on Iran is driving oil prices back up, which helps the faltering Russian economy. Suffice it to say that both sides can fight on for another year and probably will.
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																When we think of Thailand's architectural heritage, iconic temples and palaces known around the world often come to mind. Yet this glittering image tells only part of the story. What of the grittier sites that reveal how our ancestors earned their livelihoods, traded with the wider world and spread prosperity across the land?
Thailand developed differently from other countries in Asia, and reminders of this history include our old rice mills, bridges, canals, railway stations, factories and more. This heritage can be rich in nostalgia -- even beautiful. Some of it still functions today or has been adapted for new uses. Think of Hua Lamphong Railway Station, dating from 1916, and the brick tobacco factories, circa 1950, that have become sports and cultural facilities in Benjakitti Forest Park. The beautifully conserved Grand Postal Building, (1940) today hosts the Thailand Creative and Design Center.

Many other places, however, are disappearing. One problem is image: an old brick warehouse might be handsomely designed, but it lacks the glamour of a palace. And the category itself has an unsexy name: "industrial heritage".

The deeper problem, though, is Thailand's outdated heritage conservation law, enacted in 1961, which takes a narrow approach to the nation's past. It covers mostly ancient monuments and archaeological sites, especially religious and royal ones.

It largely ignores every day and more modern architecture from the 19th and 20th centuries -- buildings that show how our immediate ancestors lived and worked. This is a huge part of our history.

Thailand's industrial heritage is distinctive. Unlike neighbouring countries, Siam did not undergo a fully-fledged Industrial Revolution or fall under direct Western colonial rule. Lopsided pacts like the Burney Treaty and Bowring Treaty forced Siam to conduct trade exclusively with Britain and other countries within the British Empire.

Siam's production of salt, rice, tin, timber and spices became part of regional trade networks. Ethnic Chinese merchants organised these industries, employing local people and immigrants from China. Chinese migration shaped communities like Ranong and other mining towns, where secret societies and clan networks facilitated trade, labour recruitment and temple construction. Ports like Bangkok, Songkhla and Chanthaburi became hubs linking China, India and the Straits Settlements.

In the mid-19th century, during the reigns of King Rama IV and King Rama V, Siam invited foreign experts to help modernise industry. British specialists helped establish the Department of Mines and Forestry. British companies secured tin concessions in Phuket and Ranong, shipping Thai ore to smelters in Penang and global markets. Teak from northern Thailand, harvested with British-backed technology, was floated down rivers for export. The government built railways with German and other Western engineering support.

Today, remnants of this heritage -- mines, factories, shophouses, warehouses and railway stations -- remind us of Siam's integral role in the colonial-era regional economy. These places attract history buffs, cultural travellers and school groups. It doesn't matter if this heritage is called "industrial". It tells stories that are real and meaningful.

Thailand needs a national fund to preserve industrial heritage. In a few happy cases, a site is preserved by the owner, as with the Asvin Bangkok, an old movie studio now thriving as a cultural venue. In Chiang Mai, a 1955 tobacco drying barn has been converted into a resort. But many historic sites have long ceased operations, and their owners lack the resources to maintain them.

Other important heritage sites should be easy to conserve because they are owned by the public -- that's you and me -- but they lack protection outside the narrow terms of the 1961 law. One example is the big paper mill in Kanchanaburi province, built in the 1930s to make pulp for bank notes and stamps.

Truly modern in its day, it stands as a Thai example of the Industrial Revolution. It has sat abandoned for years, despite a community campaign to turn it into a museum. With better heritage laws and funding, this could have been done long ago.

Awards are not enough. Valuable sites might win awards but get bulldozed anyway. The Scala cinema, a fantastic relic of our film industry, received an Outstanding Architectural Conservation Award from the Association of Siamese Architects in 2012. This Art Deco gem was demolished in 2023 to make way for a mall.

Despite Scala's obvious architectural importance, advocates failed to secure its protection under the Ancient Monuments, Antiques, Objects of Art, and National Museums Act (1961). The agency in charge -- the Fine Arts Department, under the Ministry of Culture -- declined to register it.

Enough! Let's revamp our failing heritage legislation with dynamic new laws that include categories like built heritage, industrial heritage and cultural heritage -- honouring all our shared memories.

With full-spectrum public protection, Thailand's outstanding heritage -- from pre-historic times to the modern era -- will continue to enrich society for generations to come.

Rungsima Kullapat, PhD, is a researcher at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Heritage Matters is presented by The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage to advocate conservation of cultural and natural heritage. The views expressed are those of the author.
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																Controversies surrounding dubious ballot papers that may have compromised the principle of voting secrecy and poll integrity have put the Election Commission (EC) in hot water, amid rising public anxiety the Feb 8 national election might be nullified.
The embattled EC is again accused of breaching regulations. As a result, several groups -- including the People's Party, which finished first runner-up and was the champion in the previous national election three years ago -- have filed complaints with various agencies, including the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases, the Office of the Ombudsman, the Constitutional Court and the Administrative Court, over what they see as misconduct -- or even fraud -- by the poll agency.

The inclusion of QR codes and barcodes on the ballots for the Feb 8 poll has sparked public outcry and debate, as some experts insist the codes -- which were also used in the 2023 national election and subsequent local polls -- could make voting traceable. It should be noted that poll agency staff, while adamantly defending the system, were seen using their fingers to hide the codes from public view during the counting process in last Saturday's re-run vote.

New accusations have also emerged regarding the lack of serial numbers on some ballot stubs used in Saturday's poll in Bangkok's Kannayao district (Constituency 1), as well as in some constituencies in Nan and Udon Thani provinces, which appears to run contrary to EC regulations. Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, a former election commissioner, expressed concern about the lack of serial numbering, saying it could create opportunities for fraud, including the printing of excess ballots.

In addition, a delay in the endorsement of the results -- without a clear explanation from the poll agency as to why it cannot produce a 100% vote count, with the process stalled at 95% -- has deepened public suspicion. In the 2023 poll, the EC announced results just three hours after polling booths closed.

While the agency appears to be dragging its feet on the official count, it moved swiftly to destroy around 20 million unused ballots, even though the results have not been announced, and complaints remain unresolved. Such premature destruction may breach poll regulations, says Prinya Thaewanarumitkul, a legal expert at Thammasat University, who said the move could amount to destroying evidence.

Moreover, the poll agency's reactive posture and poor public communication have not helped it or the democratic process. After a calamitous press conference over a week ago, the EC reverted to one-way communication, issuing press releases to the media. This unilateral media strategy -- reminiscent of practices used by authoritarian bodies during the Cold War -- makes the EC appear more clandestine and lends credibility to rumours and conspiracy theories.

Unfortunately, the EC's sub-par performance and disastrous communication have created a vacuum of confidence, eroding the country's investment climate and, above all, fuelling political conflict.

Those accusing the EC of malpractice, however, must back up their claims with solid evidence. If the party-list ballots are found to be flawed due to the inclusion of barcodes, a recount -- or perhaps a court-ordered re-vote -- would be the best resolution. If the Feb 8 election is ultimately ruled unconstitutional, a new poll must be held in a free, fair and transparent manner to avoid a prolonged power vacuum.
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																Over 10 years ago, I had the privilege of serving as president of the Human Rights Council during a pivotal moment of institutional review. I still recall our retreat in Bangkok, where we gathered for frank and candid conversations. We did not resolve every issue then.
But we were able to work across different regional and political groupings to ensure that the council could better deliver on its mandate to promote and protect human rights for all.

As we confront the challenges of multilateralism today, we must think and act collectively, for the success and effectiveness of the council is not measured by the number of resolutions we adopt, but by how our work translates into real improvements on the ground.

Human rights challenges today take many forms. One of the most urgent threats is the rapid expansion of transnational online scams. Millions of people worldwide fall victim to these crimes. Trafficked persons are trapped in scam compounds, subjected to coercion, violence and forced criminality. What we are witnessing is an industrial-scale scam network that has evolved into a global human rights crisis. These operations are allowed to fester because of the lack of the rule of law in the countries where they operate.

Thailand stands both on the front line of impact and at the forefront of international efforts to address this scourge. And we will continue advancing cooperation to dismantle these criminal networks. Improving the council's effectiveness also means ensuring that we do not squander the council's time on bilateral issues that have their proper place elsewhere.

I intended to talk more about human rights challenges and the important work of this council. But once again, I find myself compelled to respond to the far-fetched remarks my Cambodian colleague made earlier.

Rather than contributing to peace as they vocally desire, it is regrettable that Cambodia has chosen, time and again, to demonise Thailand through false accusations and distorted narratives.

If we are to speak honestly, we must ask how this conflict came about in the first place.

The reality is that tensions occurred following years of encroachment and repeated provocations seemingly intended to test Thailand's restraint and resolve. This included even attempts to interfere in Thailand's internal politics.

This is why tensions escalated, culminating in indiscriminate attacks and civilian deaths. It is a tragic episode in the relations between the two neighbouring countries.

Throughout history, Thailand has had nothing but good intentions for our neighbour.

We provided refuge to those fleeing conflict. We supported humanitarian assistance and reconstruction following Cambodia's civil war. Our intention has never been confrontation. Because we understand that our peace is inseparable from Cambodia's peace.

Today, a ceasefire is in place. This should have marked a turning point toward rebuilding trust and moving forward as good neighbours. Yet, instead of prioritising reconciliation, Cambodia continues to internationalise the issue, undermining the prospects for peace.

The allegations made by Cambodia are that we are seizing territory. But the truth is that both sides have negotiated a ceasefire and agreed that troops are to remain where they are at the time of the ceasefire, pending a final resolution through dialogue.

What we need now is to de-escalate tensions and not stoke public sentiment. Instead, after the ceasefire, premeditated provocations continue to occur. Thai soldiers continue to encounter landmines, and shots are still fired across borders -- even today. But let me be clear, Thailand remains committed to dialogue, and I repeat, it is our duty to defend our sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the safety of our people at all costs.

So I must ask my Cambodian colleague, once again. Do you choose the path of peace, or the path of continued tensions and conflict, which, unfortunately, leads to more losses and suffering?

Thailand's choice has been clear from the start. The onus rests on Cambodia to decide whether it would like to move forward with us. Because we all have that commitment to our people. Peace is not just the absence of conflict between states. Real peace begins at home.

Human rights can only thrive where there is respect for the rule of law and accountable leadership -- where people can pursue their livelihoods in an open and free society, and most importantly, where there is full respect for human rights for all.

Sihasak Phuangketkeow is the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand. The article is an excerpt from his speech at the High-level Segment of the 61st Session of the Human Rights Council on Feb 24.
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																Many people fear that AI could cause a "job-pocalypse". This year's Davos gathering sounded the alarm over the technology's implications for employment, while recent announcements about job cuts in white-collar industries are widely viewed as straws in the wind.
But AI's broader effects on businesses have received far too little attention. While a majority of firms have so far not adopted AI, according to the most reliable surveys, continued uptake will likely be accompanied by significant corporate reorganisation. That is because AI is an information technology that affects decision-making processes.

Prior waves of digital technology from the 1990s onwards transformed businesses in several ways. Computational and communications advances underpinned the internet, which became mobile with the arrival of smartphones and wireless network technologies. They enabled the shift from vertically integrated production to globally distributed supply chains, and from corporate hierarchies to "delayered" organisations.

Another consequence of digitalisation has been the rise of platform business models, which use algorithmic tools to mediate between suppliers and customers, building extensive logistics networks on digital infrastructure. Data- and algorithm-driven platforms operate in many sectors, often dominating their markets, and have transformed both employment and consumption patterns.

The question now is how AI will further rewire firms. Last summer, at the World Intellectual Property Organization, Vivek Mohindra, Senior Vice President and special adviser to the Vice Chair and COO of Dell Technologies, argued that "organisational capabilities" are the source of a firm's sustained competitive advantage (with Dell's key intangible asset being its supply chain). But AI, he added, is shifting the capabilities that matter and making them hard to measure.

Some industries appear particularly vulnerable to AI disruption. Several commentators have already noted the technology's potential to automate entry-level jobs in sectors like law, accounting, and finance.

Similarly, tech companies are increasingly using their own AI models to reduce the time and cost of software development, suggesting that fewer computer programmers will be needed in the future.

But if the junior ranks of businesses are thinned out, how will businesses ensure that future employees gain the expertise they need? For example, there is emerging evidence that using AI to write code compromises human workers' skill acquisition.

Generative AI will also reshape corporate structures. One possible outcome is that the technology will continue the process of flattening organisations, enabling them to contract out ever more work.

Sam Altman of OpenAI has even predicted the possibility of a one-person "unicorn"(a billion-dollar startup). AI agents could smooth the frictions inherent in negotiations between different entities and monitor complex supply chains.

But some economists predict that generative AI will recentralise organisations, because it will be able to capture the "tacit" knowledge embedded in human perception and practice -- knowledge on which all businesses depend.

Consider a small example: the maintenance engineer working for the London Underground who realised that the wheels of carriages on the Victoria line require extra grease because of its unusually curved track. When this employee retired, that know-how vanished, and the trains on the Victoria line began breaking down more often as their wheels succumbed to wear and tear.

Tacit knowledge, like that of the maintenance engineer, is rarely written down or formally taught. But if reflected in the repeated actions of human workers, new AI applications may be able to capture this know-how and codify it.

Business and political leaders should track AI-induced organisational change as it occurs, to be better prepared to respond to the seemingly inevitable structural shifts. An important part of this effort will be ensuring that individuals can navigate any large-scale labour-market disruption more easily and successfully than was the case in previous waves of automation.

They should take special care not to repeat the inadequate policy response to manufacturing automation in the 1990s, which left many advanced economies scarred by post-industrial blight.

Diane Coyle, Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, is the author of 'Cogs and Monsters: What Economics Is, and What It Should Be' (Princeton University Press, 2021) and 'The Measure of Progress: Counting What Really Matters' (Princeton University Press, 2025).

															



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3204575/ai-will-transform-business-not-just-our-jobs



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Thailand's justice gap								

															

																	
										
																						
												
												[image: Thailand's justice gap]
											
																					

									

																This week, Thailand marks the third anniversary of the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act 2022 -- albeit half-heartedly.
The Department of Rights and Liberties Protection, responsible for enforcing the law, celebrated the occasion on Monday with a seminar and a ceremonial handover of 1.1 million baht in compensation to three victims.

Despite numerous reports of torture in custody and the deportation of political refugees, the department claims Thailand has made "incremental progress" in bringing cases to criminal court and raising awareness among officials.

To some extent, this is true. The first court trial under the law began in May last year, when judges convicted two Thai army instructors and 11 senior conscripts for the death of a conscript during disciplinary action.

Other lawsuits have been filed under legislation overwhelmingly adopted by parliament on Feb 22, 2023.

The law also provides compensation to victims without waiting for a court trial. Since March 22 last year, the department has paid 8.2 million baht to 33 victims.

Amid this limited good news, significant challenges remain.

Many cases of torture and deaths in custody in the deep south await fair and thorough investigation. Cases of enforced disappearance remain neglected.

One glaring example is the disappearance of red-shirt activist Wanchalerm Satsaksit, who vanished from his Phnom Penh apartment on June 4, 2020, without receiving proper government attention.

Legally, this three-year-old legislation requires updates to better serve the public.

One area needing amendment is the statute of limitations on state-sponsored torture cases. Lawmakers should respond to demands from critics and victims' families to remove the 20-year limit entirely.

The recent expiry of the statute of limitations for the Tak Bai massacre demonstrates a miscarriage of justice, with accused officials escaping accountability, leaving victims' families demoralised in October 2024.

Another pressing concern is the violation of non-refoulement, a principle incorporated into the 2022 Act to protect individuals from being expelled, deported, or extradited to countries where they may face substantial risk of torture.

Yet successive Thai governments -- both military and civilian -- have often ignored this principle. Political refugees have been deported back to countries where they face threats.

A recent example is the deportation of Y Quynh Bdap, a Montagnard human rights defender and refugee who had lived in Thailand since 2018. Granted refugee status by the UN, he was extradited to Vietnam last December, reportedly facing a decade in prison.

Unless these challenges are addressed, this landmark legislation risks becoming little more than a paper tiger.

															



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3204680/thailands-justice-gap



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Unlocking Thai competitiveness								

															

																	
										
																						
												
												[image: This file photo, dated Sept 17, 2025, shows students from Bangkok Vocational School give visitors a foot massage at Bangkok Fair 2025, an event to promote Bangkok's products and services. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
											
																							
													This file photo, dated Sept 17, 2025, shows students from Bangkok Vocational School give visitors a foot massage at Bangkok Fair 2025, an event to promote Bangkok's products and services. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)												

																					

									

																Regulatory reform is an urgent priority in restoring growth to Thailand's emerging economy. Rigid rules and excessive red tape have become significant structural barriers to private sector development. Evidence from several key industries demonstrates that outdated, fragmented legislation continues to constrain competitiveness.
In sectors Thailand is pursuing, such as innovation and high-tech industries, capital and talent matter most. Yet Thailand's regulations make it hard to attract both. While the manufacturing sector is relatively open to foreign investment, services remain restricted under the Foreign Business Act. Limitations on foreign ownership discourage investors and frequently result in nominee arrangements that are difficult to supervise effectively.

At the same time, Thailand faces a shortage of skilled workers, and regulations governing the entry and employment of foreign nationals remain complex and fragmented. Even highly skilled professionals must navigate overlapping procedures for visa approvals with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration Bureau, as well as work permit requirements with the Ministry of Labour.

Previous studies indicate that applicants must submit approximately 25-35 documents. Coordination among agencies remains cumbersome. Although online systems and one-stop service centres have been introduced, limited data integration and insufficient inter-agency coordination continue to undermine their effectiveness. In practice, regulatory burdens remain substantial. In some cases, foreign applicants are compelled to hire legal consultants, at an average cost of approximately 25,000 baht per person.

Even in industries where Thailand has already demonstrated strong performance but seeks to move up the value chain into higher-value segments, regulatory obstacles continue to hinder progress. Such obstacles limit businesses' ability to upgrade, innovate, and move up the value chain.

For example, in the pet food sector, Thailand ranks as the world's second-largest exporter, reflecting its strong and expanding position in global markets. In 2025, the domestic pet food market was valued at 46 billion baht, representing 12% growth from the previous year. Significant export potential remains, particularly in the United States and the European Union.

However, regulatory rigidity continues to constrain further expansion. Licensing procedures are slow and inflexible, and high- and low-risk products are subjected to the same administrative requirements. Even minor documentation errors can result in export delays lasting several months. To illustrate, registration for controlled animal feed (pet food) under the Animal Feed Quality Control Act BE 2558 (2015) requires an average of two to three months, and in some cases up to six months when documentation revisions are required. Such delays directly affect business operations. Certain requirements also appear impractical, including strict three-day advance notification rules for exporting pet food.

In the service sector -- often described as a potential new growth engine -- legal obstacles are encountered at nearly every stage. A notable example is wellness tourism, a strategic industry with strong growth potential in Thailand. Yet the regulatory framework remains fragmented and burdensome. No dedicated visa category exists for wellness tourists. Hotel operators may, in some cases, be required to obtain up to 17 licences from seven different agencies. Even facilities such as gyms and swimming pools are subject to extensive regulatory requirements.

The complexity of the regulatory framework has particularly adverse effects on small service providers. This is especially evident in Thai massage, which enjoys global recognition. However, many trained practitioners face significant difficulties obtaining licences due to complex, burdensome procedures. As a result, access to formal employment is restricted, and overall service quality is undermined. Simultaneously, the absence of clear and consistent standards poses risks to consumers and may affect Thailand's international reputation.

To reduce regulatory barriers and establish a framework conducive to industrial transformation and enhanced competitiveness, at least four key reforms merit consideration.

(1) Adopting an Integrated Thematic Review Approach

Legislative review in Thailand has traditionally been conducted on a law-by-law basis by individual agencies. Such an approach often leads to fragmented reforms, limited systemic coherence, and the risk of overlapping or contradictory provisions. As a result, opportunities to improve overall regulatory quality are frequently missed.

An integrated thematic review approach should therefore be adopted. Under this model, multiple laws addressing the same policy objective are reviewed collectively to assess coherence, identify gaps, and eliminate inconsistencies. This approach has been implemented in other jurisdictions, including thematic reviews of tobacco regulation in Australia and legal gender recognition frameworks in the European Union.

In the Thai context, this would involve shifting from isolated legal amendments to coordinated thematic reviews -- for example, reviewing hotel-related regulations across building, public health, and environmental legislation simultaneously. Such a holistic approach would enhance regulatory coherence and reduce redundancy.

(2) Updating Necessary Industry Standards

While outdated or conflicting regulations should be removed under the thematic review approach, regulatory gaps must also be addressed. In sectors such as health and services, including the wellness tourism example mentioned above, the absence of clear, modern standards undermines consumer protection and creates uncertainty for businesses. Standards should be developed through structured consultation with industry stakeholders to ensure that public interests are maintained while not imposing excessive compliance costs on regulated parties.

(3) Introducing a Super licence System

Once unnecessary regulatory burdens have been reduced and essential standards clarified, licensing systems must also be streamlined. Time-consuming processes involving multiple agencies should be replaced with a super licence framework, whereby a single licence covers multiple related activities, and the approval of the main licence is deemed equivalent to receiving all related secondary licences. For example, a hotel licence could encompass associated facilities such as gyms, swimming pools, and restaurants. Effective implementation would require closer collaboration between regulators and industry to ensure that regulatory design reflects operational realities.

(4) Reform Subcommittee: 'REINVENT THAILAND'

Comprehensive reform cannot be achieved by the government alone. Under the "reinvent Thailand" concept, this initiative aims to build a platform that shifts from traditional policy-making toward a public-private partnership model, positioning the private sector as a key driver of economic transformation.

The joint committee, comprising the Bank of Thailand, Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC), and private sector representatives, could co-design reform strategies. In the area of regulatory reform, a dedicated subcommittee could lead systematic legal reviews, benchmark international standards, and engage stakeholders to modernise outdated regulations, while reducing compliance burdens and fostering inclusive economic resilience.

South Korea provides a useful example. During the 1997 financial crisis, a regulatory reform committee (RRC) with substantial private sector participation was established. The RRC consisted of 20 members, of whom only seven represented government agencies. The remaining 13 members were drawn from the private sector, civil society, academia, and the broader public. Importantly, the committee was co-chaired by the prime minister and a representative from outside the government, underscoring the central role of non-state stakeholders in the reform process. Within one year, nearly half of the unnecessary regulations were eliminated under RRC.

This institutional design reflected a genuine commitment to inclusive and participatory regulatory reform, ensuring that businesses, scholars, and citizens were meaningfully involved in reshaping the country's regulatory framework.

Ultimately, regulatory reform will succeed only if there is a "strong political commitment" from the highest levels. Without clear leadership and determination, meaningful reform of regulatory frameworks and bureaucratic procedures is unlikely to materialise.

Kiratipong Naewmalee, PhD, is a senior research fellow, and Phumjit Sri-Udomkajorn is a researcher of the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This article is an edited version of his keynote speech at TDRI's Annual Conference on Reimagining Thailand's Development Model, held on Nov 17, 2025. TDRI's policy analyses appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																Caretaker Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow is garnering praise for his open diplomacy aimed at re-engaging with Myanmar. Last Wednesday, he formally met his counterpart Than Swe in Phuket. There, Mr Sihasak was quoted by international media as saying that Thailand will serve as a "bridge" to bring Myanmar back into Asean.
The meeting underscores Asean's effort to find a balance in dealing with Myanmar and the wider world. Notably, he made an official and widely quoted statement clarifying that engagement does not mean Thailand or Asean accepts the outcome of Myanmar's January elections, in which the military-backed party won in a landslide.

It remains to be seen whether this open diplomacy will soften the military's stubborn stance in Nay Pyi Taw. Just two days earlier, the Myanmar government ordered the head of Timor-Leste's diplomatic mission -- the newest Asean member -- to leave the country, after Dili accepted a petition from Myanmar's Chin State Human Rights Organization (CHRO) accusing the junta of committing genocide since the 2021 coup.

At home, Mr Sihasak's open engagement with Nay Pyi Taw represents a significant departure from the so-called "quiet diplomacy" that Thai governments have traditionally used with their closest neighbour. It is an open secret that over the past five years, Thai foreign ministers and paid lobbyists have extensively travelled to Myanmar to lobby Sen Gen Min Aung Hlaing to cooperate with Asean's peace plan -- largely without success. Perhaps Thailand does not have the leverage it once believed.

Myanmar is no longer the hermit of Southeast Asia it was three decades ago, when Asean successfully used humanitarian aid to bring it onto the global stage. The country has found a new orbit with powerful friends -- Russia, China, and India.

While Nay Pyi Taw has changed, Bangkok has largely adhered to the same state-to-state approach. Over the past two decades, Thai governments have engaged primarily with military-backed administrations, following increased Thai investment in Myanmar, while reducing long-standing engagement with ethnic groups along the border.

The 2021 coup has fundamentally shifted the dynamics. Some ethnic groups have sided with anti-government resistance forces, while others, such as those in North Shan State, have formed new alliances with China. Beijing has deftly pursued dual diplomacy, maintaining good relations with Nay Pyi Taw while cultivating cooperation with border ethnic groups. These closer ties helped China dismantle scam networks in Shan State last year.

By contrast, Thailand's dual-track approach has been largely ineffective, whether in securing cooperation from ethnic groups to combat scammers or in addressing arsenic contamination from rare-earth mining along the border.

It is hoped that the new Thai government will recalibrate its strategy towards Myanmar to achieve a better balance. Critics and experts have urged the government and military to re-establish connections with ethnic groups, as was done several decades ago. This could start with direct humanitarian assistance and more constructive dialogue. With a new government and positive signals from Mr Sihasak, there is reason to hope for a diplomatic approach that benefits the country as a whole.
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																Thai media were perplexed by the appearance of the Thai flag in the background at the inaugural meeting of the Board of Peace (BOP) in Washington, DC last Thursday. After all, Thailand is not a BOP member. In a swift response, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the country was attending as an observer.
The main reason local media focused on the board was the presence of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, one of the 26 founding members. Hun Manet has been conducting a charm offensive during his week-long trip abroad. Maximising his appearance at the board last week to advance Cambodia's narrative on the current Thai-Cambodian conflict, he gave extensive interviews to major international news organisations, repeatedly claiming that Thailand had occupied Cambodian territory and obstructed displaced civilians. That much was clear.

On the same day as the Board of Peace meeting, the Joint Information Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia Situation rejected all Cambodian accusations and insisted that all deployments strictly comply with the agreed joint statement of Dec 27. Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow urged Cambodia to avoid any actions that could further complicate the conflict.

At this moment, Thailand does not have a fully functioning government with a clear mandate -- only a caretaker administration. That means Bangkok cannot say much or make any official decisions regarding its position on the BOP. Truth be told, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was invited by US President Donald Trump to attend the Board of Peace inaugural meeting, but declined because he was leading a caretaker government. Two weeks have elapsed since the general election. Mr Anutin, whose party won the most seats (193), has yet to form a government. By sending its ambassador, Thailand signalled engagement without overcommitment, consistent with a cautious approach.

Bangkok has also said it is studying the proposal on whether to join the board. Two important issues require clarification -- the financial and security aspects. Few details about membership are publicly available. Permanent membership would reportedly cost US$1 billion (31 billion baht), with Mr Trump as permanent chief. He would also have the authority to decide and overrule any decision he sees fit.

Thailand understandably wants clarity on baseline contributions and other obligations. The Trump initiative, which has reportedly raised US$7 billion from members in the Middle East and Central Asia, would require substantial funding going forward. The Borrd of Peace plans to deploy up to 20,000 stabilisation personnel and train 12,000 police officers in the coming years. Indonesia initially pledged to dispatch 1,000 soldiers and recently increased the figure to 8,000. Unpaid founding membership would last only three years. Given the current state of the Thai economy and politics, any open-ended commitment could carry significant risks.

Another concern is the future of Thai-Cambodian security ties. With Cambodia as a founding member, Thailand's joining the BOP could further complicate existing tensions. Since the Asean summit in Kuala Lumpur in October, Hun Manet has been lavish in his praise of Mr Trump and his peace-making efforts. He even nominated Mr Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize last year.

While Thailand is considering membership, the prospective Anutin 2 government is weighing the broader implications for the country's eastern flank.

Needless to say, Thailand seeks to maintain constructive relations with the United States, especially under Mr Trump. For over two centuries, bilateral ties have been strong. During Mr Trump's first term, he invited former Thai prime minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha to the White House in October 2017. The two countries are treaty allies with shared security interests and cooperate closely in joint military exercises, including Cobra Gold, the largest multilateral military exercise in Asia.

In contrast, Cambodia's early decision to join the Board of Peace reflects its strategic calculation. Since assuming the premiership in May 2023, Hun Manet has sought to raise his global profile and distance himself from the shadow of his father, Hun Sen, now Senate president. Being part of a high-profile initiative championed by Mr Trump enhances his international standing. During the meeting, Mr Trump even mentioned him by name. Over recent months, Cambodia has signalled clearly its desire to forge closer strategic ties with the US.

The pertinent question is what would happen if Thailand were to join the new body.

If Thailand joins, both countries would fall under the board's purview for maintaining peace and security. Cambodia could potentially bring the conflict before the body. Since tensions broke out, Thailand has relied on bilateral mechanisms to manage the situation. Both Washington and Beijing have played facilitating roles in ceasefire arrangements with Cambodia. Despite their fragility, these agreements still hold. The Thai army has said it prioritises troop safety and reinforcement for emergency purposes.

Many local commentators, both in mainstream outlets and on social media, feel Hun Manet has diplomatically outmanoeuvred Thailand during his recent foreign visits. As the winning parties from the Feb 8 election continue negotiations to form the next cabinet, Cambodia has managed to elevate its global visibility. This comes despite ongoing international scrutiny over online scam centres in Cambodia. Yet Hun Manet has avoided addressing those concerns, instead advancing unhelpful claims about Thailand.

It remains to be seen what decision the new Thai cabinet will make regarding Mr Trump's board. For Thailand, there is no need to rush. Like Bangkok, many of Washington's allies and partners are proceeding cautiously, adopting a wait-and-see approach. They are mindful not to undermine the sacrosanct role of the United Nations and the existing rules-based order. If future geopolitical circumstances warrant it, Thailand can then make its decision.
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									New movies out this week: Feb 26-Mar 4

									Kevin Williamson directs and writes 'Scream 7' after writing three Scream films
								

									8 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Sinners

Directed by Ryan Coogler. 

Who's in it? 

Michael B. Jordan, Jack O'Connell and Hailee Steinfeld.

What's it about? 

Trying to leave their troubled lives behind, twin brothers return to their hometown to start again, only to discover that an even greater evil is waiting to welcome them back.

Why watch it? 

Many of the musical performances were recorded live on set, with the cast members performing alongside blues musicians.

[image: ]

Scream 7

Directed by Kevin Williamson.

Who's in it?

Neve Campbell, Courteney Cox and Isabel May.

What's it about? 

When a new Ghostface killer emerges in the town where Sidney Prescott has built a new life, her darkest fears are realised as her daughter becomes the next target.

Why watch it?

This will be the first film in the series directed by Williamson, who wrote Scream (1996), Scream 2 (1997) and Scream 4 (2011).

[image: ]

De Xian Jin Zhi (Gezhi Town)

Directed by Sheng Kong. 

Who's in it?

Zhan Xiao, Yuchang Peng and Yiran Zhou.

What's it about? 

The craftsman Mo Dexian settled down in the peaceful Gezhi town with his family, but the sudden arrival of an uninvited guest plunged their once peaceful and harmonious home into crisis.

Why watch it? 

Set against the backdrop of the brutal battle at Shi Pai fortress during the Battle of West Hubei, China, in 1943.

[image: ]

Twenty One Pilots: More Than We Ever Imagined

Directed by Mark C. Eshleman.

Who's in it? 

Josh Dun and Tyler Joseph.

What's it about? 

Twenty One Pilots' concert film captures their massive Mexico City show at Estadio GNP Seguros, blending explosive performances with backstage moments as they prepare for 65,000 fans during The Clancy World Tour.

Why watch it?

For the behind-the-scenes access and interviews.

[image: ]

One Battle After Another

Directed by Paul Thomas Anderson. 

Who's in it? 

Leonardo DiCaprio, Sean Penn and Benicio Del Toro.

What's it about? 

When their enemy resurfaces after 16 years, a group of ex-revolutionaries reunite to rescue the daughter of one of their own.

Why watch it? 

Lockjaw's second-in-command and chief interrogator, Danvers, is played by a non-professional actor: James Raterman, a security consultant and former HSI special agent.

[image: ]

The Stain

Directed by Bhanbhassa "Ning" Dhubtien and Krisda "Pond" Witthayakhajorndet.

Who's in it?

Nattawin Wattanagitiphat, Engfa Waraha and Jespipat Tilapornputt.

What's it about? 

One night, one stain written into a lifetime.

Why watch it? 

The film chooses to tell a simple story, avoiding unnecessary explanations, but instead uses visuals, sound and pacing to create an unsettling and intriguing atmosphere, constantly leaving the audience questioning what is real and who is hiding something.

[image: ]

Kinki

Directed by Koji Shiraishi.

Who's in it? 

Eiji Akaso and Miho Kanno.

What's it about? 

An editor of the occult magazine suddenly disappears. His friend, a freelance writer, finds out that he had been collecting occult articles in the past until just before he disappeared. The articles were all rumours, urban legends and ghost stories whose truth or falsity could not be determined. However, when they were picked all together, a frightening fact about a certain place in Kinki region emerges.

Why watch it?

In January 2023, the first chapter of a certain work was posted on the online novel site Kakuyomu. The work, titled About A Place In The Kinki Region, attracted attention mainly on social media, becoming a hit with a cumulative total of over 23 million page views. It was published in book form in August and became a huge hit.



Premieres on March 3

[image: ]

Pee Nak 5

Directed by Phontharis Chotkijsadarsopon.

Who's in it?

Witthawat Rattanaboonbaramee, Bhuripat Vejvongsatechavat, Phiravich Attachitsataporn, Atiwat Saengtien and Khunnapat Pichetworawut.

What's it about?

The story focuses on a new, deadly Nakthi ghost that threatens the lives of those around Not, forcing the gang to investigate its origins at a temple. 

Why watch it?

Pee Nak 5 is the fifth instalment in this horror comedy franchise.
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									The Undertaker 2: Accepting death, enjoying life

									
								

									"Maybe death isn't for study; it is something to accept."

 
									The Undertaker 2 (2026), the seventh instalment of the Taibaan Universe and one of Thailand's most successful franchises, has opened to roaring success. Made on a budget of 30 million baht, it earned 10 million on opening day and reached 230 million within nine days.

Much of the film's momentum traces back to the 2023 "Undertaker phenomenon", when the original captured Thai audiences and grossed 720 million baht in 46 days -- the sequel's swift takings confirm the franchise's nationwide appeal and box-office dominance.

						
							
						


Synopsis

The film examines Isan beliefs about death, traditional funeral rites and the emotional journey from loss to acceptance.

Two parallel narratives drive the story.

Xiang and Jerd, the undertakers from the first film, meet Thoop, a bereaved man who tries to understand death by confronting it himself.

Joi, matriarch of the Lood family, dies unexpectedly but undergoes a "Lazarus phenomenon", returning briefly for a second chance at life.

Post-movie review: Plot and themes

The Undertaker series was built on a strong narrative core, and the sequel preserves that while deepening its characters and themes. The film balances tones adeptly. Despite a two-hour runtime, it never loses focus.

The film sets up a powerful contrast: Thoop embodies stubborn grief and the desperate urge to cling on. After causing the car crash that killed his wife, he refuses to accept her death and even contemplates suicide to reunite with her.

Joi, by contrast represents acceptance. Given a second chance, she spends her remaining time to put her affairs in order and live without regret.

The climax is the highlight because it does not hold back. Thoop is finally granted passage to the world of the dead and finds his wife -- only for them to pass one another unrecognised, eternally searching for someone they no longer know.

Joi completes her "bucket list" travelling, riding a banana boat and gardening. Even though she dies before her grandchild is born, she dies at peace. She has prepared everything for the next generation, allowing her to leave the world for good, truly happy.

I truly could not bring myself to hate Thoop. He had no one left, and depression is a cruel reality that hits hard. It is a powerful contrast: one person died and came back to stay for those she loves, while the other survived but kept trying to die to find the one he loves. The movie beautifully illustrates how their "karma" in the afterlife differs according to local beliefs.

[image: The Undertaker 2 or 'sapehr` 2'. (Photo: Thibaan Studio)]
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Comparison: The Undertaker (2023) vs. The Undertaker 2 (2026)

For me, this sequel strikes a perfect balance. It isn't as devastatingly "dark" as the first movie, which left me feeling heavy for days after leaving the theater. Instead, The Undertaker 2 (2026) compensates with a sense of warmth and nostalgia, specifically that grandson-grandmother bond. Growing up with my grandmother, I can tell you that every scene involving Joi moved me to tears. It made me miss my grandmother back in the province so much.

If I have one minor grievance, it's that the movie doesn't feel entirely "new." It still revolves around astral projection (soul detaching from the body), which was already the core of the first film. However, adding Thoop's character to explore the theme of suicide was a bold and gutsy move. While some scenes felt like they were recycled from the first part, making the "freshness" factor slightly lower, I still prefer the first one overall. That said, this sequel is by no means disappointing.

Conclusion

This film is a triumph for Thai cinema. In more than a decade of watching films, I have rarely seen a local production achieve this level of storytelling. It stands on a rock-solid, highly accessible universe. The charm of the Taibaan universe lies in its "ban-ban" (rural/simple) roots, telling plain yet piercing stories that are both deep and raw.

The director transforms small childhood memories of life with a grandmother into a potent metaphor for living and letting go. This is not just a sad film. It is a mirror that makes us examine our own lives, helping us understand both how to live and how to let go and the value of the time we have left.

I love the authentic, sincere atmosphere of rural life. The movie does not try to be "grand," yet it is unbelievably profound. It makes you laugh, hurts you deeply, warms your heart and teaches you to let go all at once. It's a simple description of life that is truly priceless.
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									S.Korea's Park Chan-wook to head Cannes festival jury

									
								

									PARIS -- South Korean filmmaker Park Chan-wook, the first from his country to head the Cannes film festival jury, will preside over the 79th edition in May, organisers announced Thursday.
									A statement named the director behind "Oldboy" (2003) as president of the body that will award the 2026 Palme d'Or.

Last year the award went to Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi's "It Was Just an Accident."

The appointment, which organisers called "a first for Korean cinema", came as South Korean culture enjoys global recognition, with Park's films hailed alongside Bong Joon-ho's 2019 Palme d'Or and Oscar best picture winning film "Parasite", the hugely popular television series "Squid Game" and "KPop Demon Hunters" as well as K-pop groups BTS and Blackpink.

"In this age of hatred and division, I believe that the simple act of coming together in a movie theatre to watch a film at the same time... makes it possible to create a moving, universal sense of solidarity," the statement quoted Park, 62, as saying.

The festival praised his genre-blending cinema as "narrative, stylistic (and) moral".

Park has long been credited for inspiring a generation of filmmakers behind the "Korean noir" genre -- movies about bloody crimes, brutal revenge or the criminal underworld, presented with sumptuous cinematography, including Bong.

The director with a strong appetite for vengeance and redemption -- whose violent or erotic films are not afraid to shock -- won a best director award at Cannes four years ago for "Decision to Leave", a romantic thriller.

Lover of literature

Park achieved international stature with "Oldboy", which won the Grand Prix at Cannes in 2004.

Based on a cult manga, the second instalment of a dark trilogy about revenge tackled social inequalities -- a hallmark of Korean cinema.

His latest work, "No Other Choice" (2025), is adapted from Donald Westlake's 1997 novel "The Ax" and follows an unemployed man who decides to kill his potential competitors to land a job.

It starred South Korea's top actors -- "Squid Game" star Lee Byung-hun and "Crash Landing on You" actress Son Ye-jin -- in the lead.

The film touched on contemporary anxieties over artificial intelligence (AI), Park has said, reflecting its broader theme of the job market, including the cinema industry.

"Films can be seen as something that do not necessarily provide any great practical help in life --- they might be just two hours of entertainment," Park said at the Busan International Film Festival last year.

"And yet... I pour everything I have into this work, staking my entire life on it."

Having studied philosophy at Sogang University in Seoul, the soft-spoken filmmaker is also known as a great lover of literature, especially Emile Zola and Philip Roth.

His 2009 vampire film "Thirst" was an adaptation of Zola's "Therese Raquin," and his lesbian romance "The Handmaiden" (2016) is based on the novel "Fingersmith" by the British author Sarah Waters.

Park has also worked extensively in television, notably the English-language mini-series "The Little Drummer Girl", adapted from John Le Carre's novel, and last year's HBO series "The Sympathiser" about a North Vietnamese spy.
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									Discover Ayutthaya's treasures with Siam Society

									
								

									Siam Society is holding a special trip to Ayutthaya to discover the golden treasures of the royal court's craftsmanship on March 27.
									For over 60 years, these remarkable objects were dispersed among several national museums across Thailand, diminishing much of their collective grandeur and historical context.

Recently, however, they have been reunited in Ayutthaya, restoring their artistic integrity and historical significance. Golden masterpieces from various periods are now displayed together, offering a deeper understanding of the evolution of Thai gold craftsmanship.

The programme will begin with a visit to the recently-opened Science Center for Conservation in Pathum Thani to see the conservation work undertaken by the Fine Arts Department. Participants will then travel to admire the largest collection of gold treasures in Thai art and craftsmanship at the Chao Sam Phraya National Museum in Ayutthaya.

In addition to learning about the historical significance of these objects, participants will gain insight into the origins of conservation work by the Fine Arts Department, which began when many of these treasures were recovered from looting.

In the afternoon, the programme continues with a study visit to the Conservation House of Kwanjit Lertsiri, renowned for its successful conservation of a wide range of Thai art and craft, from ancient national heritage objects to contemporary works by nationally recognised artists.

This visit offers a rare opportunity for those interested in heritage objects and collectable antiques to appreciate the craftsmanship, provenance and preservation of works of exceptional historical value.

The fee is 4,800 baht (4,000 baht for members). Call 02-661-6470--3 ext 205 or email studytrips@thesiamsociety.org.
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									K-drama Honour is a legal eagle  series focusing on sex crimes

									
								

									Based on Swedish television series Heder, Korean series Honour on VIU involves three best friends who are female lawyers -- Yoon Ra-young (Lee Na-young), Kang Shin-jae (Jung Eun-chae) and Hwang Hyun-jin (Lee Chung-ah). When Yoon, Kang and Hwang were law students at a university, the trio committed a crime. They got away with it because they provided alibis for one another.
									Twenty years later, the trio become successful attorneys at L&J Law Firm. This firm focuses on helping female victims, especially in cases involving sexual crimes. When the trio help a sex worker who is a rape victim after providing sexual services through an app called Connect, the trio are threatened with the exposure of their past crime. They then realise that Connect has people with power behind it.

Like other legal series, Honour depicts that female victims of sexual crimes in South Korea face legal processes that reinforce their traumatic events. Additionally, sex workers become easy targets because they are in a society where women's rights are overlooked.

Honour is an intense drama that captivates audiences with three exceptionally talented leading actresses. The script manages to equally distribute the screen time among the three actresses.

Lee Na-young as Yoon, a celebrity attorney, has a very complex personality since she was a victim of sexual assault in the past. Lee Chung-ah plays Hwang, who is married to a detective and faces marital problems. Jung Eun-chae plays Kang who has conflict with her mother, an influential businesswoman and a financial backer of L&J Law Firm. Jung aims to provide legal services to female victims, but her mother disagrees with her charitable work.

The three actresses convincingly portrayed best friends, but flaws in their characters' investigative skills and evidence gathering make them seem unreliable despite their 20-year experiences. For example, they fail to back up crucial evidence files and are not careful when travelling, especially when they know their case involves powerful figures.

Although viewers may root for the female lawyers and want to follow the series to see how they will defeat powerful figures, viewers should not have high expectations because the storyline contains several unrealistic elements.

Honour streams on VIU on Mondays and Tuesdays.
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									Central Chidlom's 'Art Department' auction promises a new experience

									
								

									More than 130 exceptional artworks will go under the hammer during "Art Department" at the Event Hall, 2nd floor of Central Chidlom, Phloenchit Road, on Sunday at 2pm.
									Held by the Art Auction Center, this initiative redefines art auctions by tastefully blending timeless masterpieces and contemporary works into lifestyles, creating a space where everyone can appreciate and participate in an exciting auction inside a department store.

By dissolving the boundaries between art and people, it introduces a stylish new way of living with art. The auction preview starts today and runs daily from 10am to 9pm until Saturday, also at the Event Hall.

[image: A painting by Pratuang Emjaroen. photo courtesy of Art Auction Center]
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Inspired by the belief that art is not merely a treasured object awaiting admiration but an experience that can be woven into daily life, the event features remarkable works by renowned masters and acclaimed emerging artists, reflecting the tastes, interests and perspectives of today's world.

They are presented in a format that allows viewers to discover new inspiration and get closer to rare artistic pieces than ever before.

Among the highlight pieces that mark a new phenomenon in Thailand's art auction scene are The Lonely Dream by Suchao Sisganes; Wat Pho by Pichai Nirand; We Are Animal by Gongkan; El Miedo Desgasta El Alma by Rirkrit Tiravanija and Tomas Vu; and Dedicated To The One I Love With Rose by Chatchai Puipia.

Other captivating works are untitled paintings by Thawan Duchanee, Alex Face, Tawee Nandakwang, Korakrit Arunanondchai and Pratuang Emjaroen.

Visit facebook.com/theartauctioncenter.
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									What's the point of luxury gyms?

									
								

									Luxury gyms are expanding across Bangkok at a pace that feels less like a passing trend and more like a structural shift in how urban space is being used. From private Pilates studios tucked into Thonglor side streets to padel courts embedded within mixed-use developments, these spaces are multiplying in neighbourhoods that already signal affluence, and they do so with a distinct confidence. Their membership fees are high, their interiors deliberately restrained, and their access often limited. What they offer extends well beyond fitness.
									The growth of these spaces reflects a quiet reorganisation of social life. A decade ago, nightlife functioned as one of Bangkok's most visible arenas of belonging. Evenings stretched late, and social capital was accumulated in rooms that were loud, crowded and unpredictable. That landscape has not vanished, but it no longer feels central in the same way. Increasingly, visibility is shifting earlier in the day and into environments structured around discipline rather than release.

Luxury gyms operate on routine, beginning before the workday and running on repetition. There is something reassuring in that structure, particularly for a professional class navigating volatile industries and political fatigue. Inside these spaces, effort translates into measurable improvement. The rules are clear, and the outcomes, at least physically, feel within reach.

Membership itself carries meaning. Unlike traditional neighbourhood gyms, boutique fitness studios rely on recurring fees that can exceed the cost of dining out several times a week. Choosing to maintain that commitment signals more than disposable income. It suggests that optimisation and routine have moved to the centre of identity, that health is no longer peripheral but foundational. The monthly payment becomes part of a lifestyle architecture built around control.

There is, of course, a practical explanation for the rise. Urban professionals are increasingly aware of sedentary habits, stress and the long-term consequences of neglecting physical wellbeing. Investing in guided training or specialised classes feels rational, even preventative. Yet the scale and visibility of these gyms suggest that something else is unfolding alongside that logic.

These spaces are becoming social nodes. Relationships form not through shared excess but through shared discipline. Conversations unfold between classes, during cool-down stretches or over post-session coffee. Trainers often act as connectors within a broader ecosystem of referrals and introductions. The gym becomes less a place one visits occasionally and more a setting one inhabits regularly, where recognition builds quietly over time. This aesthetic reinforces this recalibration, with interiors being minimal and controlled, often designed to appear effortless while concealing considerable curation. Branding is understated but present and photography happens, though rarely with the chaos associated with nightlife. The body, in this context, becomes a visible marker of commitment rather than indulgence. Luxury fitness reveals a shift in what feels aspirational. Where indulgence once symbolised freedom, control now symbolises stability. In a world of rapid change and rising costs, environments that reward consistency can feel grounding. They offer a form of predictability that other parts of urban life do not.

At the same time, the culture of optimisation carries its own pressures. Wellness becomes intertwined with status, and the expectation to improve can harden into obligation. Metrics, aesthetics and performance risk overshadowing rest. Self-care can become another arena of productivity rather than relief from it. The same discipline that makes these spaces attractive can, in excess, mirror the intensity of the workplaces many attendees leave behind.

Still, the appeal remains strong because the promise is tangible. Within the walls of a luxury gym, progress is visible and measurable in ways that professional advancement or broader societal change often are not. The body responds to repetition. The improvement feels earned.

The expansion of luxury gyms across Bangkok therefore speaks to more than changing leisure habits. It signals a recalibration of how aspiration is expressed and where belonging is located. Social life has not disappeared; it has been reorganised. Discipline, once private, has now become something people gather to participate in, silently recognizing the same faces on the treadmill every morning at 7AM.

Whether this configuration endures will depend on how long discipline retains its cultural premium. For now, the rise of luxury gyms suggests that in Bangkok, the performance of control has become as socially legible as the performance of excess once was.
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									Old places new menus

									Seasons change and with it ingredients at these restaurants
								

									Bored of eating the same thing twice? Fear no more, here's a list of restaurants and bars that have shuffled things up to make sure you're never bored or short of choices while dining out.
									The St. Regis Bar

[image: ]

The St. Regis Bar Bangkok unveils "Portraits Of Manhattan", a new cocktail menu that draws inspiration from the legendary birthplace of the original 'The St. Regis New York'. 

[image: ]

The legend began in 1932 at the famed King Cole Bar at The St. Regis New York, where the traditions of The Art of Drinking were born. Today, Brian Gonzalez, beverage manager revisits these origins with a curated collection of eight cocktail recipes, each evoking the distinct mood and spirit of the city's iconic boroughs.

[image: ]

Highlights include The East Village Sketch, a savoury and smoky mezcal cocktail inspired by the raw creativity of New York loft parties and enriched with goat cheese from Nakhon Pathom; while The Mayor of Strawberry Fields is a floral, fruity homage to John Lennon's vision of peace in Central Park.

[image: ]

For a taste of high society, the Boulevard Astor offers an elegant twist on the classic Manhattan. Inspired by Mrs. Caroline Astor, mother of The St. Regis founder and the doyenne of New York high society, it delivers a refined flavour profile of timeless sophistication. The journey continues with Shadows On 72nd, a bittersweet Boulevardier-style creation embodying the reflective soul of the Upper West Side, finished with a fig leaf sourced from Chon Buri and Velvet Brew, a smooth coffee-and-cacao cream cocktail inspired by Harlem's late-night jazz cafes, featuring cocoa butter, cacao husk, and coffee from Chiang Mai.



Tempo

Le Meridien Bangkok's Tempo restaurant unveils the latest menu, an inspired composition of land and sea that brings modern European grill dining to the vibrant pulse of Silom.

[image: ]
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The menu opens with indulgent expressions such as Pan-seared foie gras and Wagyu beef carpaccio, before moving into the comforting elegance of Lobster bisque and the freshness of Burrata and heirloom tomato. At its heart lies the grill -- featuring USDA Prime Tenderloin, Kilcoy Wagyu striploin and chef-recommended Westholme Wagyu ribeye, complemented by refined sauces including Cafe de Paris butter and truffle cream.

[image: ]

From Herb-crusted New Zealand lamb to Grilled tiger prawns and Miso-glazed black cod, the Land and Sea selection celebrates premium sourcing and balanced flavours. Desserts such as the Dark and white chocolate mille-feuille and Signature Nam Dok Mai sticky rice ball provide a memorable finale.



F*nkytown

F*nkytown steps into 2026 with a refreshed menu that builds on everything guests alreadylove, while introducing new reasons to come back. The latest update brings a wave of newcocktails, the return of cult favourites and a rotating seasonal selection inspired by Thai flavours.

[image: ]

The new menu brings together fresh ideas, returning favourites and a new rotating seasonal selection. New cocktails sit alongside crowd favourites. Recent additions include Hot Cross Buns, an espresso martini-inspired cocktail made with Sarnies decaf coffee, calvados and cacao, and Pisco Disco, which combines pisco with pink guava, raspberry, plum, and lemon. Long-time favourites also return, including the Dirty Mango, a bold blend of lacto fermented mango, Grey Goose vodka, house brine, and white vermouth.

[image: ]

Alongside the core menu, F*nkytown introduces a rotating seasonal cocktail selection that shakesup every three to four months. The current seasonal menu looks to Thai flavours and Thai spirits, with drinks such as Satay, a highball-style cocktail built with satay spices, sesame, relish shrub, and fizz, and Som Choon, featuring Anong Thai Gin, ginger flower, som sa, longan, jasmine perfume, and fizz. The seasonal approach allows the team to stay playful and responsive, offering guests something new to discover throughout the year.

[image: ]

The food menu also sees new additions. New dishes include Moo ping musubi, made with grilled mochi, homemade moo ping spam, soy tare glaze, seaweed, pickled papaya and fish sauce, and the Tom yum prawn roll, featuring grilled tiger prawn, prawn fat tom yum, yam bean relish, and charcoal brioche. For those craving something sweet, the menu introduces a Sticky Ume Pudding served with miso butterscotch and whipped "sa-to" white chocolate. Favourites such as the F*nky Smash Burger remains a key part of the menu, continuing to anchor the bar's food offering.

Beyond food and drinks, F*nkytown introduces a range of merchandise that lets guests take a piece of the bar with them. The collection includes pins inspired by iconic menu items like the Tom Yum Highball and the F*nky Smash Burger, as well as new sticker sheets designed for a touch of F*nky fun wherever guests go.



Uno Mas

Weekends at Uno Mas are a celebration of Spain's rich culinary heritage, where a vibrant Spanish buffet has become one of the city's most enticing weekend lunch experiences.

[image: ]

Designed for unhurried afternoons of indulgence, the buffet invites guests to savour bold Mediterranean flavours, artisanal techniques and the authentic culinary vision of chef de cuisine Borja Terry Borrego. Available every Saturday, Sunday and public holidays (excluding the first Sunday of each month), diners are taken on a sensory journey across Spain's diverse regions --from its abundant coastline to its time-honoured regional specialities -- each dish thoughtfully reimagined through chef Borrego's contemporary lens and deep respect for tradition.

[image: ]

Highlights of the buffet feature a curated selection of cold appetisers, including Chef-selected oysters dressed to impress, Thinly sliced salmon citrus dressing, Beef, potato mille-feuille truffle mayo and more. This is followed by a selection of 12 main dishes, including Iberico ham and mushroom croquettes, Sea bass, cauliflower puree garlic and paprika dressing, Grilled marinated lamb chops, Slow cooked Wagyu beef cheek, Sizzling garlic prawns and more, The dessert selection offers a sweet finish to the meal, with Crema Catalana and Churros con salsa de chocolate, a Spanish classic done just right.



Esme Beach Club

The Standard, Pattaya Na Jomtien's Esme Beach Club is offering "Daily Sunset Sips", setting the tone with easy pours and golden-hour glow, leading into a full week of rotating food-and-drink moments through Esme's seven-day perks programme.

[image: ]

From weekday crowd favourites to weekend indulgences, the calendar keeps the mood fresh and playful. A resident DJ soundtracks the experience from Thursday to Sunday, while Friday and Saturday nights turn up the heat with a fire show. Sundays wind down on a lighter note with a "Sundown Run", bringing the community together for a final golden-hour ritual before easing into the week ahead.

[image: ]

Meanwhile, Sereia has launched a "Weekend Coastal Grill Buffet" every Friday and Saturday. Showcasing seafood selections and the catch of the day, highlights include king crab legs, snow crab claws, white prawns, baby squid, flower crab, mussels, and fine de claire oysters, alongside a curated meat selection. Guests may also opt for a free-flow alcohol package. 

The "Lock It In" package is for guests who book 14 days in advance to enjoy 15% off, while The Stowaway package is for guests who book three nights or more to receive 20% off. For non-hotel guests, The Standard, Pattaya Na Jomtien offers a Day Pass.



Char Restaurant

Char Restaurant at Hotel Indigo Bangkok Wireless Road has refreshed its culinary concept. It now offers "Creative Modern European Grill Dining".

[image: ]

Located on the 25th floor, the restaurant presents contemporary European grill cuisine crafted with premium global ingredients, refined techniques, and a strong commitment to Thai sustainability, all complemented by breathtaking 180-degree panoramic views of Bangkok's city skyline.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Feb 25-Mar 3

									6 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Monarch: Legacy of Monsters: Season 2

Premieres on Feb 27 

The dramatic saga reveals buried secrets that reunite our heroes (and villains) on Kong's Skull Island, and a new, mysterious village where a mythical Titan rises from the sea. The ripple effects of the past make waves in the present day, blurring the bonds between family, friend and foe -- all with the threat of a titan event on the horizon.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

The Bluff

Premieres on Feb 25

Ercell "Bloody Mary" Bodden thought she had escaped her violent past as a pirate, finding peace in the Cayman Islands with her loving husband T.H., their son Isaac and her sister-in-law Elizabeth. But when her notorious former captain, Connor, arrives seeking revenge, Ercell's world is torn apart. Forced to confront the demons she's tried to bury, Ercell is thrust back into a deadly game of secrets and survival. Armed with lethal swordsmanship, cunning traps, and a fierce will to protect those she loves, she wages a brutal war against Connor's merciless crew. Ercell's fight to save her family becomes a journey of redemption, as she reclaims her power and embraces the warrior she once was. 

[image: ]

Man On The Run

Premieres on Feb 27

An intimate journey through Paul McCartney's extraordinary life following the break-up of The Beatles and the formation of Wings with his wife, Linda. The film chronicles the arc of McCartney's solo career as he faces down a myriad of challenges while creating new music to define a new decade. Through unprecedented access to previously unseen footage and rare archival materials, the documentary captures Paul's transformative post-Beatles era through a uniquely vulnerable lens.



HBO/ HBO MAX 

[image: ]

Honey Don't!

Premieres on Feb 27

A small-town private investigator delves into a series of strange deaths tied to a mysterious church.

[image: ]

The Practical Guide To Love

Premieres on Feb 28 

Adapted from a popular webtoon, the series tells the story of modern singles seeking effective dating experiences, reflecting the reality of contemporary society where love alone may not be enough. Dating based solely on conditions can feel empty, leading the main character, Lee Eui-young, an assistant purchasing manager at a hotel, to seek a relationship through blind dates, resulting in encounters with two men with vastly different personalities.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Bridgerton: Season 4 Part 2

Premieres on Feb 26

In a new tale from the ton, eternal bachelor Benedict Bridgerton finally meets his match: a captivating lady's maid in disguise at a masquerade ball.
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									Claude Cowork AI rattles software world after $830bn rout

									AI agents threaten per-seat SaaS models as $830 billion wiped off software market
								

									A new wave of "digital co-workers" from artificial intelligence (AI) firm Anthropic is unsettling technology investors and forcing companies to rethink how office work is done, after its Claude Cowork tool moved decisively beyond chat and into real tasks, from organising files to drafting reports, sending fresh tremors through the global software industry.
									Built into the Claude desktop application, Claude Cowork is designed to accept a job brief, break it into steps and then carry out the work using approved folders and tools. The promise is simple but disruptive: users can step away from their office desks and return to completed work, rather than a set of instructions on how to do it themselves.

Anthropic says the system operates by asking for explicit permission to access specific folders and software connectors, presenting a plan before taking what it calls "significant action". The aim, the company says, is to keep humans in control at critical moments while allowing the AI to handle the heavy lifting in between.

For expatriates working in Thailand, start-ups or remote roles, the attraction is immediate. A tool that can tidy a chaotic Downloads folder, pull figures from invoices and turn scattered notes into a polished report functions like a tireless productivity assistant -- one that keeps working while its human colleague is stuck in meetings or squeezed onto a BTS skytrain.

[image: ]
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Yet that same autonomy is raising questions about safety and governance. Anthropic says Claude Cowork runs locally inside an isolated virtual machine and stores its conversation history on the user's device. Crucially for regulated industries, Cowork activity does not yet feed into standard enterprise audit logs, compliance systems or data exports.

The caution is reflected in Anthropic's own language. Claude Cowork remains in what the company calls a "research preview", with agent safety still under development. Users are advised to avoid granting access to sensitive financial or personal information until the safeguards mature.

Even with these guardrails, the bigger story is how work itself is being redefined. Claude Cowork is marketed as a system that can "think, see and act", interpreting screens, interacting with interfaces and carrying out multi-step workflows. That marks a shift for AI, from drafting text to navigating the same software environments as humans.

[image: ]

The move from "answers" to "action" has come at an uneasy moment for the software-as-a-service (Saas) industry. Technology commentators warn that AI agents capable of operating multiple tools could undermine business models built on per-seat licences and complex user interfaces designed to lock customers in.

Investor nerves have been evident. In recent weeks, more than US$830 billion have reportedly been wiped from the market value of global software companies, as traders reassess what happens when AI can use software on a user's behalf. Anthropic has played down fears of immediate mass job losses, saying there is no evidence yet of widespread displacement, though it acknowledges the impact is likely to be uneven, with some roles more exposed than others.

Founded in 2021 by former OpenAI employees, Anthropic is betting that the next corporate arms race will not be about which model writes the best prose, but which AI agent fits most naturally into everyday office life. As Claude Cowork is pushed deeper into enterprise workflows, companies in Thailand and beyond are being nudged towards a new question: not which app to buy next, but how many of their daily clicks they can stop doing themselves.
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Windows-MCP
MCP Server that enables Claude to interact with Windows OS

Windows MCP is an open-source project that enables seamless integration between Al
agents and the Windows operating system. Acting as an MCP server, it bridges the gap
between large language models (LLMs) and the Windows OS, allowing agents to perform
tasks such as file navigation, application control, Ul interaction, QA testing, and more.

KEY FEATURES

Seamless Windows Integration: Interacts natively with Windows Ul elements, opens
applications, controls windows, simulates user input, and more.

Use Any LLM (Vision Optional): Does not rely on traditional computer vision techniques
or fine-tuned models. Works with any LLM, reducing complexity and setup time.

Rich Toolset for Ul Automation: Includes tools for keyboard and mouse control, window
management, and capturing window or Ul state.

Lightweight & Open-Source: Minimal dependencies with full source code available under
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