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      Breaking News

      
        Iranian warship sunk by US torpedo participated in Indian drill
        NEW  DELHI: The U.S. [?]attack on an Iranian warship in  the Indian Ocean this week was the first time since World War Two that the  United States has sunk an enemy vessel &zwnj;with a torpedo. The following details are based on accounts from Sri Lankan, U.S. and Iranian officials of the March 4 incident, part of U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran and its military assets.

      

      
        Iran war punctures strategy of 'Sell America, Buy Asia'
        HONG KONG --- The war in Iran is forcing investors to reevaluate one of their most profitable stock strategies, leading some to conclude that the "Sell America, Buy Asia" trade has reached an inflection point.

      

      
        Forest fires feed haze blanketing Chiang Mai
        CHIANG MAI --- Air quality in this northern border province has deteriorated sharply, with thick haze blanketing the city as forest fires surge across much of the upper North.

      

      
        Authorities tout biofuel as global oil prices soar
        Energy authorities are stepping up efforts to expand biofuel usage to reduce reliance on oil imports and safeguard against potential fuel shortages.

      

      
        Navy readies sea evacuation plan for Thais
        The Royal Thai Navy has prepared a "Plan B" to evacuate Thai nationals from the Middle East by sea should airspace closures halt flights amid escalating regional tensions.

      

      
        25% tourism decline 'worst-case scenario'
        War in the Middle East could seriously affect Thai tourism this year, with a 25% decline from the 2026 target being the worst-case scenario if the fighting extends beyond three months, prompting officials to target short-haul tourists to fill the gap.

      

      
        Free rice being offered to encourage blood donations
        The National Blood Centre is offering blood donors five-kilogramme bags of jasmine rice between Thursday and Friday to shore up reserves after finding they have fallen far below minimum levels.

      

      
        Four suspected couriers killed, 600,000 speed pills seized in Chiang Mai
        CHIANG MAI - Four suspected drug couriers were killed and 600,000 methamphetamine pills seized following a clash between security forces and a drug smuggling gang in Mae Ai district of this northern province.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Thailand's search for fuel takes on more urgency
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered a stepped-up effort to secure more oil and gas after the closure of the Strait of Hormuz cut off access to about half of Thailand's regular supply.

      

      
        Thai government revenue tops target
        Thai government revenue exceeded projections in the first four months of the 2026 fiscal year, driven by higher fuel tax receipts and additional income from state enterprises.
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																NEW  DELHI: The U.S. [?]attack on an Iranian warship in  the Indian Ocean this week was the first time since World War Two that the  United States has sunk an enemy vessel with a torpedo. The following details are based on accounts from Sri Lankan, U.S. and Iranian officials of the March 4 incident, part of U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran and its military assets.
CURRENT STATUS OF RELIEF AND RESCUE

The Sri Lankan Navy launched a  search-and-rescue operation after receiving a [?]distress call from the Iranian warship IRIS Dena early on Wednesday.

By the time rescuers reached the area, the ship had already sunk, leaving only an oil slick on the surface. The vessel had about 130 people on board.

Sri Lanka recovered the bodies of 87 sailors and rescued 32, who were being treated for minor injuries and were expected to be released from hospital on Thursday. Search operations were continuing for [?]an estimated 10 crew members who remain unaccounted for.

WHAT WAS THE SHIP DOING IN WATERS OFF SRI LANKA?

The ship sank within Sri Lanka's exclusive economic zone, about 19 nautical miles off the southern port city of Galle, after coming under attack from a U.S. submarine.

Dena was returning to Iran after taking part in  a naval exercise in India from February 16 to February 26, held off the southern Indian city of Visakhapatnam.

The Iranian vessel was among 18 foreign warships participating in the  biennial MILAN exercise, alongside ships from Sri Lanka, Australia, Japan and Russia. Officials from more than 70 countries attended, including representatives from the United States and Britain.

India described the  exercise [?]as one of the largest multilateral naval drills in the Indo-Pacific, aimed at strengthening interoperability, maritime domain awareness and collective response capabilities.

REACTIONS TO THE SINKING?

India's navy [?]had welcomed Dena's arrival as a reflection of the "long-standing cultural links between the two nations". Since the sinking, videos have circulated of Iranian sailors marching through the streets of Visakhapatnam during exercise events.

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi said on X that Dena [?]was "a guest of India's Navy" and was struck without warning in international waters.  He said the U.S. "will bitterly regret the precedent it has set".

New Delhi has not officially commented on the attack, though many in India have praised southern neighbour Sri Lanka for its role in the rescue. India's main opposition Congress party criticised the government's silence, saying [?]the conflict had "reached our backyard" and questioning  New Delhi's role as a "net security provider" in the Indian Ocean region.
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								Brent rally and Strait of Hormuz risk hit Asia harder due to heavy reliance on Middle East fuel shipments
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																HONG KONG -- The war in Iran is forcing investors to reevaluate one of their most profitable stock strategies, leading some to conclude that the "Sell America, Buy Asia" trade has reached an inflection point.
Despite a rebound Thursday, the MSCI Asia Pacific Index has tumbled about 6% this week, compared with a 0.1% slide in the S&P 500. The swing indicates a reversal of a rotation by global funds into Asia and a renewed shift toward the United States as a haven, a move also supported by a stronger US dollar. Futures on the US benchmark are down less than 0.1% at 6.41am in New York on Thursday morning. 

The Iran war has impacted Asian stocks disproportionately, partly because of the region's outsize reliance on fuel shipments through the Strait of Hormuz. There's also growing concern that a sustained supply shock may trigger a global economic slowdown, undermining key export industries. As a result, investors are taking profits from the recent AI-driven rally, particularly in the outperformers in the past year: South Korea and Taiwan.

"Capital doesn't wait for certainty -- it's already rotating, and the dollar's strength this week tells you everything about where the smart money is heading," said Hebe Chen, senior market analyst at Vantage Global Prime. "China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan are pure import dependents with no buffer, making this oil shock exponentially more corrosive for the region than for the West."

Asian equities had been favoured for their artificial intelligence (AI) hardware exposure, relatively cheap valuations and solid earnings growth.

Oil exposure

The surge in Brent crude is now stoking fears of inflation, threatening to turn some of the region's strengths into vulnerabilities. Even as stocks rebounded, the underlying dynamics remained: oil extended its rally for a fifth straight day even after US President Donald Trump expressed confidence in the military campaign.

"For the AI capex story, stagflationary pressure is the ultimate kill switch -- when the cost of capital rises and growth visibility collapses simultaneously, the region's most ambitious infrastructure bets become the hardest to defend in any boardroom," according to Vantage's Chen.

Asian economies including China, India and Indonesia are among the world's biggest oil importers, according to Bloomberg Economics. Goldman Sachs estimates that a 20% rise in the price of Brent crude would cut regional earnings by 2%.

[image: A Bharat Petroleum Corp oil refinery in Mumbai, India, on Tuesday. (Photo: Bloomberg)]
A Bharat Petroleum Corp oil refinery in Mumbai, India, on Tuesday. (Photo: Bloomberg)



Japan and South Korea are particularly exposed to disrupted shipping routes, in contrast to China, which has larger reserves and access to Russian crude. Highlighting supply concerns, Beijing has told the country's largest oil refiners to suspend exports of diesel and gasoline.

"Japan and South Korea could face more pressure as over 60% of their oil imports are transported via the Strait of Hormuz," said Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for Asia Pacific for Natixis SA, adding that the economic impact on Asia goes beyond oil, with consequences for mobility, construction, finance and defence.

A sustained rise in oil prices could fundamentally alter the equity outlook by tightening financial conditions and weakening external balances across Asia. By comparison, the US is relatively insulated, benefiting from its status as an energy exporter and from safe-haven inflows, according to Amundi Investment Institute. DWS also sees more impact in Europe and Asia, given US fuel production.

"The Strait of Hormuz is key here and the United States does not depend on its oil needs from the Middle East, not very much," Ajay Rajadhyaksha, global chairman of research at Barclays said in a Bloomberg TV interview with Haslinda Amin Wednesday. "It's far more important for Europe, but most important for the big Asian economies, for China, South Korea and Japan."

Investors are also revisiting the 2022 playbook, as recent market reaction echoed the aftermath of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, including a strengthening dollar. A firmer greenback pressures local currencies, limits central banks' room to ease policy and darkens the outlook for corporate earnings.

A Bloomberg gauge of the US dollar has strengthened 1.3% so far this week, headed for its biggest weekly gain since November 2024. Meanwhile, a similar gauge for Asia's currencies has weakened 0.9%. Traders are now pricing in about 50 basis points of tightening for the Bank of Korea over the next 12 months, up from about 25 basis points expected at the end of last month, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

"The lack of support from monetary easing will be negative for stocks," said Rajeev de Mello, global macro portfolio manager at Gama Asset Management. "Sentiment was very buoyant among EM investors and that may unwind as well."

Momentum unwind

To be sure, Thursday's rebound shows how quickly sentiment can shift, and many investors remain optimistic about Asian stocks' longer-term outlook. UBS Global Wealth Management upgraded South Korean equities, citing the historic 20% correction and recent volatility reflected technical unwinds rather than a deterioration in fundamentals.

"Barring some further escalation in the Middle East, which for the moment seems unlikely given the depletion of Iranian capabilities by joint US and Israeli strikes, we would expect Asian markets to continue their positive trajectory," said Jon Withaar, a portfolio manager at Pictet Asset Management in Singapore. He sees Japan's Takaichi-trade, South Korea's corporate governance reforms and the global memory chip crunch as key catalysts for further gains.

[image: Israeli military vehicles on a road on the Israeli side of the Israel-Lebanon border, amid an escalation between Iran-backed Hezbollah and Israel, and amid the US-Israeli conflict with Iran, in northern Israel on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Israeli military vehicles on a road on the Israeli side of the Israel-Lebanon border, amid an escalation between Iran-backed Hezbollah and Israel, and amid the US-Israeli conflict with Iran, in northern Israel on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



But even without the broader macroeconomic threat, Asian stocks were vulnerable in a broad de-risking move, given their recent rare outperformance against US peers. Foreign investors sold $6.3 billion of Taiwanese stocks in the first three days of the week, putting the market on track for its second-largest weekly net outflow on record, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

In 2025, the MSCI Asia Pacific Index beat the S&P 500 by the most since 2017. Despite the recent pullback, it still leads the US by 7 percentage points this year -- leaving room for further unwinding of crowded positions.

"The current selloff in Asia is driven by a confluence of events, not just geopolitical risks," said Elfreda Jonker, client portfolio manager at Alphinity Investment Management. "Some Asian markets like South Korea are particularly vulnerable at the moment given the recent strong rally and resultant high multiples."
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																CHIANG MAI -- Air quality in this northern border province has deteriorated sharply, with thick haze blanketing the city as forest fires surge across much of the upper North.
Satellite data on Thursday morning detected 235 hotspots in 17 provinces, with Lampang (60) and Phrae (33) recording the highest numbers. Chiang Mai reported one hotspot in Hot district.

The Pollution Control Department (PCD) confirmed that levels of particulate matter 2.5 micrometres and less in diameter (PM2.5) have exceeded safe standards at all monitoring stations in Chiang Mai.

Readings at 11am on Thursday showed 24-hour averages ranging from 51.2 to 69.4 microgrammes per cubic metre (mg/m3), well above the national limit of 37.5 mg/m3.

Air Quality Index (AQI) values reached unhealthy to hazardous levels between 137 and 185, posing health risks to residents. AirVisual, a global monitoring application, ranked Chiang Mai's air quality the fifth worst in the world, with an AQI of 172.

Officials warned that without rain forecast by the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD), the northern province could see PM2.5 readings reach crisis levels on Friday.

Vulnerable groups, including children, the elderly and those with respiratory conditions, are urged to take precautions.

Deputy Chiang Mai governor Siwa Thamikanon has instructed health agencies to prepare for a surge in respiratory patients, ensuring medical supplies, equipment and dust-free rooms are available.

Chiang Mai currently has 2,004 clean rooms across hospitals, schools, government offices and childcare centres.

Authorities have deployed patrol teams to monitor forest reserves and national parks, setting up checkpoints to prevent and control fires. Helicopters have been dispatched to drop water on steep mountain blazes in Lamphun provinces, where fires have spread for several days.

The situation is particularly severe in Lampang, Lamphun and Phrae, where PM2.5 levels have reached the "unhealthy" red zone, with readings as high as 94.1 mg/m3.

Residents are urged to wear masks, avoid outdoor activities and report forest fires to local authorities. With northern Thailand facing one of its most severe smog seasons in years, officials stress that community cooperation is vital to controlling the crisis.
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									Authorities tout biofuel as global oil prices soar								

								Panel seeks to ensure energy security
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																Energy authorities are stepping up efforts to expand biofuel usage to reduce reliance on oil imports and safeguard against potential fuel shortages.
The move comes as global oil prices surge, driven by the ongoing conflict between the United States, Israel and Iran.

Officials are also considering reviving the historic "han song (meaning divided by two)" energy conservation campaign, which decades ago encouraged households and businesses to cut energy consumption.

Biofuel boost

Veerapat Kiatfuengfoo, energy deputy permanent secretary, said a special panel had been established to address energy security concerns. The panel is tasked with finding ways to extend the country's oil reserves by increasing the blending of biofuels with petrol and diesel.

Thailand's oil reserves currently provide coverage for 60 days in the event of supply disruptions, such as a closure of the Strait of Hormuz in the Middle East.

Of this, 38 days are based on domestic oil stocks, while the remaining 22 days account for oil shipments en route to Thailand, according to Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the Department of Energy Business.

To maximise the reserves, officials are promoting greater use of biofuels -- ethanol derived from molasses and cassava, and methyl ester produced from palm oil.

Diesel sold in Thailand is blended with 5% methyl ester (B5), while petrol is mixed with ethanol at levels of 10% (E10) and 20% (E20).

Authorities are considering raising the methyl-ester proportion in diesel to 10%, though this measure will only be implemented if oil prices climb above US$90 per barrel.

Currently, the price of methyl ester stands at 35 baht per litre, compared to the ex-refinery price of diesel at 20 baht per litre.

For petrol, the department plans to encourage wider adoption of E20 gasohol.

This initiative aligns with a proposal from Global Green Chemicals Plc (GGC), the biochemical arm of PTT Global Chemical Plc, which has urged Thailand to reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

"We expect agricultural produce to help Thailand get through this energy crisis," said Kridsada Prasertsuko, managing director of GGC.

The company currently produces 500,000 tonnes of methyl ester and 180 million litres of ethanol annually, according to media reports.

However, ethanol prices remain high at 17 to 18 baht per litre, compared with 20 baht per litre for petrol, which is the ex-refinery price before levies and taxes.

To make E20 more attractive, the department proposed using the Oil Fuel Fund to subsidise its price, nudging motorists to switch from E10.

Most vehicles compatible with E20 are models manufactured from 2007-2008 onwards, particularly eco cars and newer models produced after 2010.

Saving

In addition to boosting biofuels, the panel is weighing the relaunch of a nationwide energy conservation programme.

Mr Sarawut said the initiative may revive the han song campaign, known as "Together We Can Save Energy, Divided by Two". The programme, once widely recognised, aimed to cut energy consumption by half.

"Energy conservation campaigns have grown quiet in Thai society," he noted.

Discussions are ongoing regarding the details of the relaunch, with further deliberations expected in the coming months, said Mr Sarawut.
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									Navy readies sea evacuation plan for Thais  								

								Air force taking the lead but 'Plan B' is ready if needed, says commander
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																The Royal Thai Navy has prepared a "Plan B" to evacuate Thai nationals from the Middle East by sea should airspace closures halt flights amid escalating regional tensions.
Adm Pairote Fuangchan, the navy commander-in-chief, said the Royal Thai Air Force would take the lead in any government evacuation move, particularly for Thai citizens in Iran.

However, the navy has drawn up contingency plans should the security situation deteriorate to the point where aircraft cannot be used. In such a scenario, naval vessels would be deployed to evacuate Thai nationals from affected areas.

The preparation follows concerns that a worsening conflict could lead to airspace closures across the region.

In a related development, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed there have been no reports of Thai nationals being injured or killed in the ongoing clashes in the Middle East.

It also rejected online claims that Thailand has permitted the United States to establish or use military bases in the country in its war effort.

One-stop information source

The clarification was issued on Wednesday during a briefing at a joint press centre set up at the foreign ministry to provide updates on the emergency in the Middle East.

It is intended to serve as the government's central platform for coordinating information from relevant agencies, communicating verified updates to the public and assisting Thai nationals in affected areas.

The ministry said it would provide daily situation briefings at 6pm through its social media platforms and the National Broadcasting Services of Thailand (NBT).

Panidone Pachimsawat, a deputy spokesperson for the ministry, said it had received no reports of Thai casualties from the conflict so far.

However, he cautioned that the overall situation remains sensitive and urged Thai nationals in the region to closely monitor developments, strictly follow host-country advisories and consider leaving high-risk areas as soon as possible.

Thai citizens can contact their nearest Royal Thai Embassy or Consulate-General at any time for assistance.

Evacuation update

Thai diplomatic missions across the region -- including in the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan, Iraq, Oman and Yemen -- are assisting nationals who wish to return to Thailand.

Embassies and consulates are coordinating with local authorities and airlines to arrange safe departures, flights and other necessary travel arrangements. Additional support, such as temporary accommodation, is also being provided to stranded Thais where required.

The Royal Thai Embassy in Tehran has arranged two evacuation convoys by road to Turkey, on Saturday and Tuesday.

A total of 138 people, mostly students and workers, have registered for the two evacuations.

In the United Arab Emirates, 93 Thai nationals have already returned to Thailand, including a group of 30 students, teachers and parents in Dubai who arrived in the country on an Emirates flight.

In Bahrain, the embassy has facilitated the departure of a group of Thais to Saudi Arabia for onward travel home.

In Qatar, where airspace restrictions remain in place, embassy officials have contacted 43 of the 46 Thai nationals in the country and reported that they remain safe and in good spirits.
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									25% tourism decline 'worst-case scenario'								

								Tourism Authority of Thailand pivots to short-haul markets to close the gap
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																War in the Middle East could seriously affect Thai tourism this year, with a 25% decline from the 2026 target being the worst-case scenario if the fighting extends beyond three months, prompting officials to target short-haul tourists to fill the gap.
The conflict that has shut Mideast airspace has particular consequences for European markets, which regained strong momentum last year, caretaker tourism and sports minister Artthakorn Sirilatthayakorn said on Thursday after talks with Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) officials.

In the short term, the conflict in the region has affected those whose flights are connected through Middle Eastern hubs, and might also hit travellers' confidence in taking long-haul trips to Thailand.

Surging operating costs for airlines would also have an impact on airfares, as fuel typically accounts for 25% of a carrier's operating expenses.

According to a preliminary forecast by the TAT, the worst-case scenario would involve a potential decrease of 25% to between 27 million and 29 million foreign visitors, from the 2026 target of 36.7 million.

If the war ends within three months, the agency sees an 18% decline to 30-31 million, which is the base-case scenario.

For the best-case scenario, if tensions subside in two to four weeks, there would be a minimal impact of only 2%.

However, Mr Artthakorn said it was too early to predict the outcome, and the TAT is now aggressively diversifying its promotional efforts into unaffected markets instead, such as other medium- and short-haul travellers.

"We still have to do our best to maintain the arrival flows during the Easter holiday and Songkran holiday in April, hoping to secure at least 30 million travellers this year," said Mr Artthakorn.

In 2025, Thailand welcomed 33 million international arrivals, generating 1.53 trillion baht. Earlier this year, the TAT targeted 36.7 million international tourists with earnings of 2 trillion baht in 2026.

Long-haul travellers are expected to account for 30% of volume and 45% of revenue for arrivals to Thailand.

Mr Artthakorn said the ministry and TAT would meet with representatives of hotels, tour companies and airlines on Monday to further gauge the impact of the war and to listen to potential solutions.
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									Free rice being offered to encourage blood donations								

								Blood drive at National Blood Centre on Henri Dunant Rd, Bangkok, as donors receive bag of jasmine rice
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																The National Blood Centre is offering blood donors five-kilogramme bags of jasmine rice between Thursday and Friday to shore up reserves after finding they have fallen far below minimum levels.
Data in February showed Thailand's hospitals require about 8,500 units of blood per day, but an average of only 3,200 units is being delivered daily, Assoc Prof Dr Dujjai Chaiwanichsiri, director of the National Blood Centre, said on Thursday.

Hospitals have begun reporting impacts to treatment due to a shortage of blood nationwide, according to the centre.

Dr Dujjai described the current shortfall as "very worrying" and explained the situation is particularly severe due to an overlapping of annual factors. She said donations typically dip after the New Year and Lunar New Year holidays, seasonal illnesses cause more prospective donors to fail health screenings, and many schools are unavailable for mobile drives.

[image: A woman receives a bag of jasmine rice after donating blood at the National Blood Centre, Bangkok, on Thursday. (Photo: National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society)]
A woman receives a bag of jasmine rice after donating blood at the National Blood Centre, Bangkok, on Thursday. (Photo: National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society)



Last month, the centre collected 205,651 units, a year-on-year decline of 32,780 units, intensifying pressure on hospitals.

A wave of social media appeals for donations to support critical care has been sparked by the circumstances.

Looking to boost collection, the centre is promising a five-kilogramme bag of premium jasmine rice to each person who donates at its headquarters on Henri Dunant Road between Thursday and Friday.

Limited to 1,400 bags, the rice is to serve as a token of appreciation to those helping in the replenishment. The grains are being provided with support from members of Lions Clubs International and its partner organisations.

The two-day initiative aims to restore national supplies to normal levels and ensure hospitals have sufficient blood for patient care.
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CHIANG MAI - Four suspected drug couriers were killed and 600,000 methamphetamine pills seized following a clash between security forces and a drug smuggling gang in Mae Ai district of this northern province.

 

The confrontation occurred on Wednesday when officers from the Ranger Company 3207 and the Border Patrol Police Company 334's Task Force 33 were conducting a joint patrol near Na Ma Uen village, Moo 14, in tambon Mae Ai. 

 

While patrolling the area, the team spotted a group of about five to 10 suspicious people carrying modified rucksacks along a mountain route. Officers then signalled for a search, but the group opened fire with unidentified weapons. This triggered a gunfight that lasted about five minutes.

 

No officers were injured, the Pha Muang Task Force said on Thursday.


Soldiers from the Pha Muang Task Force were later deployed to secure and inspect the area. Four members of the armed group were found dead at the scene. Six modified rucksacks were recovered, containing 600,000 speed pills.

Authorities also seized a homemade firearm with ammunition and one improvised grenade.

Col Meechai Nilsat, deputy commander of the Pha Muang Task Force, led officers from concerned agencies to visit the operation site. All confiscated drugs were handed over to Mae Ai police station for legal action.

According to the task force, from Oct 1 to the present, authorities have intercepted narcotics in 262 operations, arresting 269 suspects. About 152.2 million speed pills, 1.3 kilogrammes of heroin, 3,007.2 kg of crystal meth, 67 kg of opium and 327.4 kg of ketamine have been seized.




[image: A soldier points at the body of an alleged drug courier found at the clash scene in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai. There were four alleged drug couriers killed in the exchange of gunfire. (Photo supplied/Panumet Tanraksa)]
A soldier points to the body of an alleged drug courier found at the clash scene in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai. Four alleged drug couriers were killed in the exchange of gunfire. (Photo supplied/Panumet Tanraksa)



During the period, there were 34 armed clashes with drug-trafficking groups, resulting in 25 suspects killed.

Officials said if the seized narcotics had reached Bangkok, they could have caused economic damage worth more than 26.17 billion baht based on their potential street value.

[image: Security forces display rucksacks containing 600,000 speed pills and other items seized following a clash with a drug smuggling gang in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai. (Photo supplied/Panumet Tanraksa)]
Security forces display rucksacks containing 600,000 speed pills and other items seized following a clash with a drug smuggling gang in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai province, on Wednesday. (Photo supplied/Panumet Tanraksa)
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									Thailand's search for fuel takes on more urgency								

								Strait of Hormuz closure cuts off access to half of the country's normal supply
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered a stepped-up effort to secure more oil and gas after the closure of the Strait of Hormuz cut off access to about half of Thailand's regular supply.
The spreading impact of the war in the Middle East on sectors ranging from energy to tourism topped the agenda of a meeting of senior officials chaired by Mr Anutin on Thursday.

Present in the meeting were Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow and Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon.

The prime minister said there would not be any impact on local oil supplies this month, but the arrivals in Thailand would soon start to decline as the situation in the Middle East was escalating.

Mr Anutin said he had asked Mr Phiphat and Mr Ekniti to lead the effort to identify other oil sources, as both were experts in oil trade. He also asked Mr Sihasak to sound out other countries about securing oil supplies to minimise the impacts on Thai people.

In other developments, Prime Minister's Office Minister Santi Piyatat reported that consumer protection authorities were keeping a closer watch on prices of products and services, and also working to help tourists deal with the impacts of cancelled flights. Visa overstay penalties have already been waived. 

Officials are also working out the evacuation of Thai people from the Middle East. Thai diplomats in Riyadh arranged for the evacuation of nine Thais from Bahrain. They were expected to take a flight in adjacent Saudi Arabia to return home.

Thirty Thai teachers, students and parents who had participated in a sports event in Dubai and been stranded have already been repatriated. They arrived at Suvarnabhumi airport at 6.30pm on Wednesday on the first direct flight from Dubai to Thailand since the Middle East war erupted last Saturday.

Thai people in Lebanon, meanwhile, are being advised to leave the country as soon as possible. The Royal Thai Navy said it has been prepared to evacuate Thais from the Middle East by sea in case air evacuation is blocked.

The government is waiting for about 200 Thais in Iran to decide whether they will return. Transport Minister Phiphat said they would have to travel overland for about 1,000 kilometres to Turkey where they could take a flight to Thailand.

He expressed concern that there could be challenges along the lengthy land transport route. Of the 200 Thais, about 180 are students.
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									Thai government revenue tops target								

								Fuel taxes help contribute to 4.7% year-on-year rise in first 4 months of fiscal 2026
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																Thai government revenue exceeded projections in the first four months of the 2026 fiscal year, driven by higher fuel tax receipts and additional income from state enterprises.
A source at the Ministry of Finance said net government revenue from Oct 1, 2025 to Jan 31, 2026 reached 868.6 billion baht, surpassing the target by 9.56 billion baht, or 1.1%. The figure also marked a 4.7% increase, or 39.3 billion baht, from the same period a year earlier.

The source attributed the stronger-than-expected performance mainly to higher fuel tax revenue following the government's one baht-per-litre increase in excise taxes on petrol and diesel.

Additional revenue also came from surplus remittances linked to bond sales used to finance the fiscal deficit, as well as delayed revenue transfers from certain state enterprises.

Combined collections from the three main tax agencies -- the Revenue Department, Excise Department and Customs Department -- totalled 890.3 billion baht, exceeding projections by 6.35 billion baht, or 0.7%.

The Revenue Department collected 660.9 billion baht, slightly above its target by 953 million baht, while the Excise Department generated 191.3 billion baht, surpassing projections by 8.33 billion baht, or 4.6%. In contrast, the Customs Department collected 38.07 billion baht, falling short of expectations by 2.93 billion baht, or 7.1%.

Revenue from state enterprises reached 75.7 billion baht, exceeding the target by 9.83 billion baht, or 14.9%. Other government agencies contributed 74.5 billion baht, surpassing projections by 13.31 billion baht, equivalent to a 21.8% increase.

Before deductions, total government revenue stood at 1.04 trillion baht, 29.5 billion baht higher than forecast.

However, tax refunds from the Revenue Department rose sharply, exceeding projections by 18.9 billion baht, or 15.2%. Officials explained that the increase resulted from efforts to accelerate corporate income tax refunds to improve liquidity for businesses.

After deductions, including tax refunds, customs duty reimbursements, and allocations of value-added tax to local administrations, net government revenue for the four months totalled 868.6 billion baht.
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									25% tourism decline 'worst-case scenario'								

								Tourism Authority of Thailand pivots to short-haul markets to close the gap
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																War in the Middle East could seriously affect Thai tourism this year, with a 25% decline from the 2026 target being the worst-case scenario if the fighting extends beyond three months, prompting officials to target short-haul tourists to fill the gap.
The conflict that has shut Mideast airspace has particular consequences for European markets, which regained strong momentum last year, caretaker tourism and sports minister Artthakorn Sirilatthayakorn said on Thursday after talks with Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) officials.

In the short term, the conflict in the region has affected those whose flights are connected through Middle Eastern hubs, and might also hit travellers' confidence in taking long-haul trips to Thailand.

Surging operating costs for airlines would also have an impact on airfares, as fuel typically accounts for 25% of a carrier's operating expenses.

According to a preliminary forecast by the TAT, the worst-case scenario would involve a potential decrease of 25% to between 27 million and 29 million foreign visitors, from the 2026 target of 36.7 million.

If the war ends within three months, the agency sees an 18% decline to 30-31 million, which is the base-case scenario.

For the best-case scenario, if tensions subside in two to four weeks, there would be a minimal impact of only 2%.

However, Mr Artthakorn said it was too early to predict the outcome, and the TAT is now aggressively diversifying its promotional efforts into unaffected markets instead, such as other medium- and short-haul travellers.

"We still have to do our best to maintain the arrival flows during the Easter holiday and Songkran holiday in April, hoping to secure at least 30 million travellers this year," said Mr Artthakorn.

In 2025, Thailand welcomed 33 million international arrivals, generating 1.53 trillion baht. Earlier this year, the TAT targeted 36.7 million international tourists with earnings of 2 trillion baht in 2026.

Long-haul travellers are expected to account for 30% of volume and 45% of revenue for arrivals to Thailand.

Mr Artthakorn said the ministry and TAT would meet with representatives of hotels, tour companies and airlines on Monday to further gauge the impact of the war and to listen to potential solutions.
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								Strait of Hormuz closure cuts off access to half of the country's normal supply
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered a stepped-up effort to secure more oil and gas after the closure of the Strait of Hormuz cut off access to about half of Thailand's regular supply.
The spreading impact of the war in the Middle East on sectors ranging from energy to tourism topped the agenda of a meeting of senior officials chaired by Mr Anutin on Thursday.

Present in the meeting were Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, Foreign Affairs Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow and Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon.

The prime minister said there would not be any impact on local oil supplies this month, but the arrivals in Thailand would soon start to decline as the situation in the Middle East was escalating.

Mr Anutin said he had asked Mr Phiphat and Mr Ekniti to lead the effort to identify other oil sources, as both were experts in oil trade. He also asked Mr Sihasak to sound out other countries about securing oil supplies to minimise the impacts on Thai people.

In other developments, Prime Minister's Office Minister Santi Piyatat reported that consumer protection authorities were keeping a closer watch on prices of products and services, and also working to help tourists deal with the impacts of cancelled flights. Visa overstay penalties have already been waived. 

Officials are also working out the evacuation of Thai people from the Middle East. Thai diplomats in Riyadh arranged for the evacuation of nine Thais from Bahrain. They were expected to take a flight in adjacent Saudi Arabia to return home.

Thirty Thai teachers, students and parents who had participated in a sports event in Dubai and been stranded have already been repatriated. They arrived at Suvarnabhumi airport at 6.30pm on Wednesday on the first direct flight from Dubai to Thailand since the Middle East war erupted last Saturday.

Thai people in Lebanon, meanwhile, are being advised to leave the country as soon as possible. The Royal Thai Navy said it has been prepared to evacuate Thais from the Middle East by sea in case air evacuation is blocked.

The government is waiting for about 200 Thais in Iran to decide whether they will return. Transport Minister Phiphat said they would have to travel overland for about 1,000 kilometres to Turkey where they could take a flight to Thailand.

He expressed concern that there could be challenges along the lengthy land transport route. Of the 200 Thais, about 180 are students.
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									Global memory rally drives up PC prices at Commart

									Four-day consumer tech showcase in Bangkok sets sales target of B3 billion
								

									The global surge in memory prices has lifted computer costs in Thailand by 10-20%, while artificial intelligence (AI) server costs have climbed significantly, with some key components such as memory nearly doubling in the first quarter.
									The upward trend is expected to continue into the second quarter, with many IT projects being delayed or cancelled as vendors shorten price validity to just seven days.

The Commart Gameforce fair at Bitec Bang Na highlights the rising computer prices, though the price range is still lower than at retailshops. The event runs from March 5-8.

"Purchasing sentiment, given the war in Iran and rising memory prices, could affect sales during the four-day event," Pornchai Jantarasupasang, media and event director at ARIP, the organiser of Commart Unlimit, told the Bangkok Post at the event.

However, he remains optimistic the fair can achieve around 3 billion baht in total sales as it brings together major brands across all price segments. Retail prices at the event have risen by 3-5%, compared with the 15-25% increase in the market, said Mr Pornchai.

The average sales price of a computer at the event is 39,000 baht, he said.

Computer vendors ordered products 1-2 months in advance to stockpile inventory for the fair and ensure sufficient supply, said Mr Pornchai.

The event showcases limited-edition gaming computer brands, alongside a dedicated gaming zone. Vouchers valued between 100-1,000 baht are offered to visitors who drop their electronics at an e-waste collection area.

New trends

He said there are three IT trends this year, with the first AI-native processing chips, which enable central processing units to be designed to fully support AI capabilities, particularly for the next wave of thin and lightweight notebooks.

The second trend is notebooks featuring thin designs and multi-screen experiences. Manufacturers are introducing features such as ultra-thin designs, additional displays, greater durability, and more refined industrial design to support diverse uses.

In the gaming segment, some notebooks feature multiple displays, either integrated or detachable, providing expanded workspace and more immersive gameplay.

The third trend is tailor-made PC components with built-in AI. PC components are increasingly integrating AI capabilities to help systems manage themselves and improve user convenience.

For PC motherboards, AI is also being integrated. This includes an AI assistant that helps users easily access and optimise motherboard features.

There is also an AI cache boost, which can improve large language model (LLM) workflow performance by up to 29%, making it particularly suitable for users building PCs specifically for AI processing.

Inventory management

Somyot Chaowalit, chief executive of JIB, said the company prepared inventories 1.5 months in advance to efficiently manage prices and supply.

The price of RAM has surged from 3,500 baht to around 12,000 baht for the same capacity, reflecting the sharp rise in global memory costs since December last year.

The increasing price of RAM caused consumers to delay or freeze plans to upgrade components of their tailor-made gaming PCs, said Mr Somyot.

The prices of notebooks in inventory rose 10-15%, yet he said they remain necessary tools for people.

Mr Somyot said the price hike is expected to continue, with the average selling price of notebooks rising from 24,000 baht in December to 26,000 baht this month, and that of tailor-made computers to 36,000 baht.

In addition, JIB plans to increase its service revenue by offering on-site services for consumers and corporate users.

"We will work with interior designers and property developers to decorate gaming rooms for users in their homes. This will be our new revenue source in the future," he said.

The company is showcasing decorated gaming rooms at the fair.

JIB's first-quarter sales are expected to drop 10%, but the company is still gaining margin from its inventory, said Mr Somyot.

There are several brands of personal AI devices that cost more than 100,000 baht, which are essentially dedicated AI computers that can run LLMs locally. This is a new category with potential for users who are concerned about their data, he said.
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									Thai-built drones tested to speed medicine delivery to remote islands								

								Improved access and shorter treatment times among benefIts of system, say health officials
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																Thai-built drones are being tested to deliver medicines, vaccines and medical supplies to hard-to-reach hospitals on islands, aiming to shorten treatment waiting times and improve access for patients in remote areas.
The Department of Medical Services (DMS) aims to provide a reliable link between mainland hospitals and tambon (sub-district) health promotion hospitals on islands and coastal communities, where deliveries have long depended on boat schedules and the weather.

The agency began testing unmanned aerial vehicles for medical logistics in 2023, starting with routes in the southern province of Satun -- from the mainland to islands, director-general Dr Natthaphong Wongwiwat said on Thursday.

"We have been able to cut medical transport time from around 120 minutes to just 15 minutes, with quality controls for medicines and vaccines in line with standards," Dr Natthaphong said.

"Patients receive medicines faster. Previously, health workers relied on boats, which depend on sea conditions and sailing times; rough seas could delay deliveries."

Drone delivery allows medical teams to dispatch on schedule, particularly benefiting people with chronic diseases, children, older adults and patients needing urgent medicines, Dr Natthaphong said.

The programme has now expanded to real-world trial routes in three provinces -- Krabi, Satun and Phangnga -- with end-to-end processes adjusted to mirror routine operations and to comply with Civil Aviation Authority regulations.

Each route is being tested for at least 30 flights, a step up from initial trials, to build confidence that a sustainable service can follow.

According to Dr Natthaphong, the trials are being conducted by experienced Thai drone pilots following legally compliant flight plans, with real-time tracking and strict temperature control to ensure product integrity. The work also includes training to build local expertise.

"Using drones to transport medicines and medical supplies is still very new in Thailand," he said. "We have to make sure everything complies with regulations and international standards, and at this stage there is no high-capacity service provider in the country.

"The initiative has been carefully designed to ensure it benefits patients, hospitals and drone operators, while generating actual operational data for the health funds expected to pay for such services in the future."

The medical drone programme is supported by funding from the Thailand Center of Excellence for Life Sciences (TCELS), with cooperation from local health agencies, aviation bodies and public-private networks.

The DMS plans to gather data on health outcomes and costs, increase carrying capacity for medical payloads, and extend flight corridors to cover more remote areas.

The developments would help create a national model that other provinces can adopt, ensuring people on distant islands can access medicines and care on par with urban patients -- making geography less of a barrier to treatment, Dr Natthaphong added.
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									Thaksin's family prepares to discuss parole arrangements								

								Daughter Paetongtarn says father in good health after nearly 6 months in prison
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Former prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra speaks to reporters in front of Klongprem Central Prison after she and her husband visited her father Thaksin Shinawatra on Thursday. (Screen grab from video posted by Pheu Thai Family FC)]
											
																							
													Former prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra speaks to reporters in front of Klongprem Central Prison after she and her husband visited her father Thaksin Shinawatra on Thursday. (Screen grab from video posted by Pheu Thai Family FC)												

																					

									

																Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra is in good health and his family is preparing to discuss arrangements regarding his expected parole in May, says daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra.
Ms Paetongtarn and her husband Pidok Sooksawas visited Thaksin at Klongprem Central Prison at 10am on Thursday. They were accompanied by Thaksin's lawyer, Winyat Chatmontri.

After about an hour inside the prison, Ms Paetongtarn told reporters that the visit was routine and focused on updates about daily life.

"My father's health is still strong and he is doing well," said Ms Paetongtarn, also a former prime minister.

March 9 will mark six months of detention for Thaksin. Asked how she felt, Ms Paetongtarn paused briefly before replying that it felt like a long time.

"It does feel long. We encourage each other, saying that in about two more months he should be able to come out," she said. "We will continue to support him and keep his spirits up every day."

Asked whether she would serve as Thaksin's guarantor and whether he would stay at the family residence during his parole, Ms Paetongtarn said the family would need to discuss the matter further.

The Shinawatra family's Ban Chan Song La residence is located on Charan Sanitwong Soi 69 in Bang Phlat district of Bangkok.

Ms Paetongtarn then thanked the media before leaving the prison compound, where a group of red-shirt supporters had gathered to show support for the family.

Earlier, Mr Winyat said Thaksin's legal team was proceeding with steps related to the parole process in accordance with ministerial regulations and the Corrections Act.

The case is expected to be submitted for consideration this month, as previously indicated by the justice minister, said the lawyer.

Under the criteria for early release, an inmate must serve two-thirds of the total sentence. In Thaksin's case, this amounts to eight months, with May 9 expected to be the release date.

If the requirements are met and he is granted release, Mr Winyat said it would be positive for Thaksin, his family and members of the public awaiting the decision.

Thaksin, 76, has been behind bars since Sept 9 last year, when the Supreme Court ordered him to actually serve his one-year sentence for abuse of authority and conflict of interest while serving as prime minister prior to 2006.

The court did not recognise Thaksin's prolonged stay at Police General Hospital in 2023-24 as qualifying for prison time.

Thaksin returned to Thailand on Aug 22, 2023, after more than 15 years of self-exile abroad.

The billionaire patriarch of the Pheu Thai Party was immediately sentenced to eight years in prison -- later reduced to one year by royal clemency.

He was taken to Bangkok Remand Prison but was moved to Police General Hospital the same night, only 13 hours after he entered the prison.
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									House secretary-general hints quick first parliament convention								
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																The lower chamber could convene quickly, as only a sufficient number of newly certified members of parliament (MPs) is required to begin the process, according to Sirote Paetphan, Secretary-General of the House of Representatives.
Mr Sirote said on Thursday that the House Secretariat will not wait for every certified MP to report before initiating the opening of the new House. Once the required quorum has reported, it can proceed, he said. 

The Election Commission (EC) has certified 499 of the 500 MPs who won the Feb 8 general election. Under the rules, a new parliament must convene within 15 days of certification of at least 95% of the 500 seats -- a threshold of 475 MPs, which has been exceeded.

Once the required number of MPs have reported, the House Secretariat will notify the cabinet. Caretaker Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will then seek His Majesty the King's approval to declare the opening of the House.

The first sitting will elect a speaker and deputies, after which MPs will vote to select a prime minister -- the essential step that will allow the new government leader to form a cabinet.


	Read more: Bhumjaithai nears majority in House
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									Ayutthaya police apologise for handling of stroke victim who 'looked drunk'								

								Driver in severe distress was taken to police station before being rushed to hospital
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																Police in Ayutthaya have apologised for local officers' handling of a pickup truck driver who appeared drunk but was found out later to have had a stroke and is now in a coma.
The provincial police headquarters posted the apology on its Facebook page late Wednesday night, referring to the arrest of a 42-year-old man at a petrol station in Bang Pahan district at 3.40am on Sunday.

Local police were informed that a man who seemed to be driving under the influence of alcohol had crashed into another vehicle, the statement said.

"When police were informed of a crash, they went to check the scene and found the driver looked drunk and was unable to give clear information," it said. "So, police followed procedures related to investigation and safety at the scene."

It was reported that the man was handcuffed and brought to the Bang Pahan police station instead of being sent to a hospital right away.

Police later found the driver was in physical distress and sent him to a nearby hospital. Doctors subsequently found he had suffered a stroke and was in a critical condition.

The Ayutthaya police headquarters said it had launched investigation into the incident and would take action if the officers concerned were proved to have made mistakes.

The wife of the driver has filed a complaint about the delayed transport, which may have resulted in severe health consequences for her husband. He was subsequently referred to Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Hospital and admitted to the intensive care unit.

According to media reports, the man who was the family breadwinner was driving his pickup to transport vegetables early Sunday morning but suffered a stroke on the way.

He tried to stop his truck safely at a petrol station but the vehicle hit a motorcycle there. A station attendant reported a drunk-driving case to police and called them to the scene.

The man tried to wave for help before being arrested. He urinated, his mouth drooped and he drooled.

The man was reportedly brought to the Bang Pahan police station at 4.44am and then taken to Bang Pahan Hospital at 5am.
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									Iran hits Kurdish groups in Iraq as conflict widens								

								US sub torpedoes Iranian warship off Sri Lanka, Israel keeps up pressure in Lebanon and Tehran
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																TEHRAN - Fresh blasts were reported in Iran's capital on Thursday as Tehran said it had targeted Kurdish groups in Iraq and warned "separatist groups" against action in the widening war.
The conflict that began on Saturday with US-Israeli strikes that killed Iran's supreme leader has spread across much of the region, sparking global economic pressure, energy disruptions and travel chaos.

Iran's retaliatory strikes have targeted many of its Gulf neighbours which host US military bases, while Israel has hit Lebanon and moved forces across the border.

On Thursday, Tehran said it had hit Iraq-based Kurdish groups "opposed to the revolution", as reports said the United States was looking to arm Kurdish guerrillas to infiltrate Iran.

The strikes which killed a member from an exiled Iranian Kurdish group, according to a representative, followed a warning from Iranian officials.

"Separatist groups should not think that a breeze has blown and try to take action," said Ali Larijani, secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council.

"We will not tolerate them in any way."

The strikes were further evidence of how the war launched by the United States and Israel is drawing in parties across the region.

It has also caused market ructions and will test global economic resilience "yet again", the head of the International Monetary Fund warned.

Iran's elite Revolutionary Guards have claimed the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf chokepoint through which a fifth of the world's crude oil flows, with oil tanker transits down 90%, according to market intelligence firm Kpler.

US officials from President Donald Trump down have given varying reasons for starting the war and shifting explanations of its aims.

It was launched without explicit approval from lawmakers, but the US Senate on Wednesday rejected a resolution aimed at curbing Trump's authority to continue strikes.

Deaths in Lebanon

Early Thursday, the Iranian news agency Tasnim reported several explosions were heard in Tehran, and that Iran has activated its defences.

There were no immediate details on impacts.

The blasts came as Israel said it had launched a "large-scale wave of strikes against infrastructure of the Iranian terror regime across Tehran."

Earlier, Iran had fired off missiles at Israel.

AFP reporters in Jerusalem heard explosions but there were no immediate reports of casualties, and Israel's military later cleared people to leave shelters.

Across the border in Lebanon, state-run National News Agency (NNA) reported several strikes early Thursday, including two in the Hezbollah stronghold of south Beirut, where AFPTV footage showed smoke rising.

Citing the health ministry, NNA said that an Israeli strike on an apartment in Beddawi, a Palestinian refugee camp near Tripoli, killed at least two people and wounded a third.

And on a road in south Lebanon, a drone hit a vehicle, killing three people, NNA reported, without detailing who was behind the strike.

Israel did not immediately claim any of the latest attacks, but its strikes have killed at least 75 people and displaced tens of thousands in recent days.

Lebanon has been drawn into the conflict since Iran-backed Hezbollah began firing rockets at Israel, and Israeli troops have now pushed into border towns forcing mass evacuations.

Qatar evacuations

Iran has retaliated against the US-Israeli strikes by hitting US-linked interests in its Gulf neighbours, as well as energy infrastructure.

Qatar said Thursday it was evacuating residents living near the US embassy in the capital Doha, after earlier announcing it had thwarted attacks on Hamad International Airport.

Qatar earlier warned residents to "remain inside homes and buildings" and "avoid going out except when necessary."

Thirteen people, seven of them civilians, have been killed in countries around the Gulf since the war began, including an 11-year-old girl in Kuwait.

The United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Qatar all said they had intercepted Iranian missiles on Wednesday, including a drone set to hit the Saudis' huge Ras Tanura refinery.

Turkey too has been dragged in, after a missile launched from Iran was destroyed by NATO air defences as it headed towards its airspace.

While a Turkish official said the missile appeared to have been aimed at a British base in Cyprus, Turkey summoned the Iranian ambassador over the incident.

Its foreign minister also warned his Iranian counterpart to avoid "any steps that could lead to the spread of conflict."

The war appeared to be spreading nonetheless, with the United States torpedoing an Iranian warship off the coast of Sri Lanka on Wednesday.

Sri Lankan officials have recovered 87 bodies, with over 60 remaining missing in the strike on the IRIS Dena frigate.

Another 32 sailors were rescued by Sri Lankan forces.

Iran's official IRNA news agency said 1,045 military personnel and civilians have been killed since the war began, a toll AFP could not independently verify.

Iran says more than 150 people, many of them children, were killed in a strike on a school Saturday in the southern town of Minab.

AFP reporters could not independently access the site to verify the toll. US officials have said they are investigating the reported deaths.

US authorities say six soldiers have died in the war.

Economic impacts

In Washington, the US Senate on Wednesday rejected a resolution aimed at limiting US military action.

The bid failed along largely party lines, with Republicans backing Trump.

Even if the measure had cleared the Senate and the House -- where a vote on a similar resolution is expected Thursday -- Trump would have been able to veto it.

IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva, meanwhile, warned on Thursday that the conflict would test global economic resilience.

"We are potentially in a prolonged period of flux," she said.

A tanker in the waters off Kuwait became the latest casualty of the conflict, after it was hit with a "large explosion" that caused an oil spill, the British maritime security agency UKMTO reported.

Facing energy shortages, South Korea said it was activating a $68 billion market stabilisation fund, while China reportedly told oil refiners to stop exporting diesel and gasoline.

China also announced it would send a special envoy to mediate in the conflict, though it gave no further details.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3210419/iran-hits-kurdish-groups-in-iraq-as-conflict-widens



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Thai youth drug use reaches crisis stage								

								ThaiHealth survey notes easy availability and insufficient treatment resources
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																The drug problem among youth in Thailand has reached the crisis stage because narcotics -- cannabis, kratom and methamphetamine -- have become so easily accessible, according to an analysis by the Thai Health Promotion Foundation (ThaiHealth).
The crisis requires urgent action amid concerns about insufficient public health resources, said Rungarun Limlahaphan, director of the office of major risk factor control at ThaiHealth. 

Data from the Juvenile Observation and Protection Department shows that out of 13,631 youths prosecuted in 2024 for criminal offences, 8,971 had a history of drug use. 

Most were still studying in lower secondary school, followed by primary, vocational and upper secondary school, Ms Rungarun said.

The figures show narcotics have become a threat that now reaches young people at lower stages of the education system. The major concern is the younger age of drug users, with some found to be as young as 11. 

ThaiHealth and Rocket Media Lab recently collaborated on an analysis of ongoing drug-related behaviours and risk factors among young people. Among its findings:

Impact of deregulation

Methamphetamine remains the most widely used substance, but use of cannabis and kratom has risen sharply since decriminalisation. Of the 8,971 young people with a history of substance abuse, 3,240 used cannabis and 1,579 used kratom in 2024.

More youths were also mixing harmful chemicals due to misguided beliefs about enhancing intoxication.

Online sales  

Online markets have become the main distribution channel, especially X, which accounted for 68% of drug-related posts. Emojis are used to disguise drug names and evade monitoring systems. 

Meanwhile, locations where young people gather to consume drugs have shifted from public areas to private spaces such as rooms, pool villas and resorts to avoid arrest.

Treatment-capacity crisis

The number of people seeking treatment in 2025 was estimated at 260,000, far exceeding the capacity of the public health system. 

Thailand faces a shortage of addiction psychiatrists, which is a major challenge that requires action from all sectors to ensure youths can return to society as healthy, productive individuals, said Satichai Arpornsiri, managing editor of Rocket Media Lab.
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									Apple's cheapest Mac ever lands in Thailand

									MacBook Neo could change local laptop market
								

									Apple has redrawn the entry line to its laptop range, launching the MacBook Neo as its cheapest Mac ever. The move is a direct shot across the bows of budget Windows PCs and Chromebooks, with Thailand emerging as a key battleground for younger professionals, students and first-time Mac buyers.
									Unveiled this week during Apple's March product push, the MacBook Neo starts at US$599 globally and from 19,900 baht in Thailand. It is the first time in more than a decade that Apple has rolled out a purpose-built budget Mac, rather than leaning on older models to keep prices down at the bottom end of its lineup.

[image: ]

The Neo sits below the MacBook Air and signals a notable strategic shift. Instead of Apple's familiar M-series processors, the new model is powered by the A18 Pro chip, the same silicon family used in recent iPhone Pro devices. The move allows Apple to cut costs sharply while still offering the full macOS experience and built-in Apple Intelligence features.

Apple says the A18 Pro delivers ample performance for everyday computing, including web browsing, office work, photo editing and video calls, while stretching battery life to as much as 16 hours.

The company claims the Neo can outperform many best-selling Windows laptops in its price bracket by as much as 50% in common tasks.

[image: ]

In terms of design, the MacBook Neo looks every inch a modern Mac. It features a 13-inch Liquid Retina display rated at 500 nits, wrapped in a slim aluminium body weighing 1.23 kilogrammes. In a departure from Apple's typically restrained colour choices, the Neo comes in silver, indigo, blush and citrus, signalling a clear appeal to a more youthful and casual audience.

The base version offers 8GB of unified memory and 256GB of storage, while a higher-priced variant doubles storage to 512GB and adds Touch ID. Some familiar MacBook features are absent, including a backlit keyboard, Thunderbolt ports and MagSafe charging, trade-offs that underline Apple's determination to keep the Neo affordable without eroding the appeal of the MacBook Air.

[image: ]

Connectivity is solid rather than lavish, with two USB-C ports, a 3.5mm headphone jack, WiFi 6E and Bluetooth 6. Apple has also included a 1080p FaceTime HD camera, dual microphones and side-firing speakers with Dolby Atmos support, a feature rarely seen at this end of the laptop market.

Thai tech watchers have been quick to flag the local pricing as a potential disruptor. At 19,900 baht, and lower still with education discounts, the MacBook Neo undercuts the MacBook Air by a wide margin and competes directly with popular mid-range Windows laptops sold across Thailand's shopping malls and online platforms.

[image: ]

Many Thai tech analysts say the launch is as much about ecosystem expansion as hardware sales. By lowering the cost of entry to macOS, Apple is betting that iPhone users who have never owned a Mac will be tempted by a laptop that works seamlessly with their phones, services and apps, even if it is not aimed at heavy professional workloads.

Apple is careful to position the Neo not as a replacement for the MacBook Air or Pro, but as a new front door to the Mac family. Power users will still need to look higher up the range, but for office work, study and everyday computing, the company argues there is little else that matches the Neo at this price point.

With pre-orders already under way and Thai availability expected from mid-March, the MacBook Neo looks set to become a familiar sight in cafes, classrooms and co-working spaces across the Thailand, marking a rare moment when Apple has chosen accessibility over aspiration -- and challenging rivals to keep up.
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									Iran war punctures strategy of 'Sell America, Buy Asia'								

								Brent rally and Strait of Hormuz risk hit Asia harder due to heavy reliance on Middle East fuel shipments
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																HONG KONG -- The war in Iran is forcing investors to reevaluate one of their most profitable stock strategies, leading some to conclude that the "Sell America, Buy Asia" trade has reached an inflection point.
Despite a rebound Thursday, the MSCI Asia Pacific Index has tumbled about 6% this week, compared with a 0.1% slide in the S&P 500. The swing indicates a reversal of a rotation by global funds into Asia and a renewed shift toward the United States as a haven, a move also supported by a stronger US dollar. Futures on the US benchmark are down less than 0.1% at 6.41am in New York on Thursday morning. 

The Iran war has impacted Asian stocks disproportionately, partly because of the region's outsize reliance on fuel shipments through the Strait of Hormuz. There's also growing concern that a sustained supply shock may trigger a global economic slowdown, undermining key export industries. As a result, investors are taking profits from the recent AI-driven rally, particularly in the outperformers in the past year: South Korea and Taiwan.

"Capital doesn't wait for certainty -- it's already rotating, and the dollar's strength this week tells you everything about where the smart money is heading," said Hebe Chen, senior market analyst at Vantage Global Prime. "China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan are pure import dependents with no buffer, making this oil shock exponentially more corrosive for the region than for the West."

Asian equities had been favoured for their artificial intelligence (AI) hardware exposure, relatively cheap valuations and solid earnings growth.

Oil exposure

The surge in Brent crude is now stoking fears of inflation, threatening to turn some of the region's strengths into vulnerabilities. Even as stocks rebounded, the underlying dynamics remained: oil extended its rally for a fifth straight day even after US President Donald Trump expressed confidence in the military campaign.

"For the AI capex story, stagflationary pressure is the ultimate kill switch -- when the cost of capital rises and growth visibility collapses simultaneously, the region's most ambitious infrastructure bets become the hardest to defend in any boardroom," according to Vantage's Chen.

Asian economies including China, India and Indonesia are among the world's biggest oil importers, according to Bloomberg Economics. Goldman Sachs estimates that a 20% rise in the price of Brent crude would cut regional earnings by 2%.
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Japan and South Korea are particularly exposed to disrupted shipping routes, in contrast to China, which has larger reserves and access to Russian crude. Highlighting supply concerns, Beijing has told the country's largest oil refiners to suspend exports of diesel and gasoline.

"Japan and South Korea could face more pressure as over 60% of their oil imports are transported via the Strait of Hormuz," said Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for Asia Pacific for Natixis SA, adding that the economic impact on Asia goes beyond oil, with consequences for mobility, construction, finance and defence.

A sustained rise in oil prices could fundamentally alter the equity outlook by tightening financial conditions and weakening external balances across Asia. By comparison, the US is relatively insulated, benefiting from its status as an energy exporter and from safe-haven inflows, according to Amundi Investment Institute. DWS also sees more impact in Europe and Asia, given US fuel production.

"The Strait of Hormuz is key here and the United States does not depend on its oil needs from the Middle East, not very much," Ajay Rajadhyaksha, global chairman of research at Barclays said in a Bloomberg TV interview with Haslinda Amin Wednesday. "It's far more important for Europe, but most important for the big Asian economies, for China, South Korea and Japan."

Investors are also revisiting the 2022 playbook, as recent market reaction echoed the aftermath of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, including a strengthening dollar. A firmer greenback pressures local currencies, limits central banks' room to ease policy and darkens the outlook for corporate earnings.

A Bloomberg gauge of the US dollar has strengthened 1.3% so far this week, headed for its biggest weekly gain since November 2024. Meanwhile, a similar gauge for Asia's currencies has weakened 0.9%. Traders are now pricing in about 50 basis points of tightening for the Bank of Korea over the next 12 months, up from about 25 basis points expected at the end of last month, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

"The lack of support from monetary easing will be negative for stocks," said Rajeev de Mello, global macro portfolio manager at Gama Asset Management. "Sentiment was very buoyant among EM investors and that may unwind as well."

Momentum unwind

To be sure, Thursday's rebound shows how quickly sentiment can shift, and many investors remain optimistic about Asian stocks' longer-term outlook. UBS Global Wealth Management upgraded South Korean equities, citing the historic 20% correction and recent volatility reflected technical unwinds rather than a deterioration in fundamentals.

"Barring some further escalation in the Middle East, which for the moment seems unlikely given the depletion of Iranian capabilities by joint US and Israeli strikes, we would expect Asian markets to continue their positive trajectory," said Jon Withaar, a portfolio manager at Pictet Asset Management in Singapore. He sees Japan's Takaichi-trade, South Korea's corporate governance reforms and the global memory chip crunch as key catalysts for further gains.
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But even without the broader macroeconomic threat, Asian stocks were vulnerable in a broad de-risking move, given their recent rare outperformance against US peers. Foreign investors sold $6.3 billion of Taiwanese stocks in the first three days of the week, putting the market on track for its second-largest weekly net outflow on record, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

In 2025, the MSCI Asia Pacific Index beat the S&P 500 by the most since 2017. Despite the recent pullback, it still leads the US by 7 percentage points this year -- leaving room for further unwinding of crowded positions.

"The current selloff in Asia is driven by a confluence of events, not just geopolitical risks," said Elfreda Jonker, client portfolio manager at Alphinity Investment Management. "Some Asian markets like South Korea are particularly vulnerable at the moment given the recent strong rally and resultant high multiples."
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									Authorities tout biofuel as global oil prices soar								

								Panel seeks to ensure energy security
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																Energy authorities are stepping up efforts to expand biofuel usage to reduce reliance on oil imports and safeguard against potential fuel shortages.
The move comes as global oil prices surge, driven by the ongoing conflict between the United States, Israel and Iran.

Officials are also considering reviving the historic "han song (meaning divided by two)" energy conservation campaign, which decades ago encouraged households and businesses to cut energy consumption.

Biofuel boost

Veerapat Kiatfuengfoo, energy deputy permanent secretary, said a special panel had been established to address energy security concerns. The panel is tasked with finding ways to extend the country's oil reserves by increasing the blending of biofuels with petrol and diesel.

Thailand's oil reserves currently provide coverage for 60 days in the event of supply disruptions, such as a closure of the Strait of Hormuz in the Middle East.

Of this, 38 days are based on domestic oil stocks, while the remaining 22 days account for oil shipments en route to Thailand, according to Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the Department of Energy Business.

To maximise the reserves, officials are promoting greater use of biofuels -- ethanol derived from molasses and cassava, and methyl ester produced from palm oil.

Diesel sold in Thailand is blended with 5% methyl ester (B5), while petrol is mixed with ethanol at levels of 10% (E10) and 20% (E20).

Authorities are considering raising the methyl-ester proportion in diesel to 10%, though this measure will only be implemented if oil prices climb above US$90 per barrel.

Currently, the price of methyl ester stands at 35 baht per litre, compared to the ex-refinery price of diesel at 20 baht per litre.

For petrol, the department plans to encourage wider adoption of E20 gasohol.

This initiative aligns with a proposal from Global Green Chemicals Plc (GGC), the biochemical arm of PTT Global Chemical Plc, which has urged Thailand to reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

"We expect agricultural produce to help Thailand get through this energy crisis," said Kridsada Prasertsuko, managing director of GGC.

The company currently produces 500,000 tonnes of methyl ester and 180 million litres of ethanol annually, according to media reports.

However, ethanol prices remain high at 17 to 18 baht per litre, compared with 20 baht per litre for petrol, which is the ex-refinery price before levies and taxes.

To make E20 more attractive, the department proposed using the Oil Fuel Fund to subsidise its price, nudging motorists to switch from E10.

Most vehicles compatible with E20 are models manufactured from 2007-2008 onwards, particularly eco cars and newer models produced after 2010.

Saving

In addition to boosting biofuels, the panel is weighing the relaunch of a nationwide energy conservation programme.

Mr Sarawut said the initiative may revive the han song campaign, known as "Together We Can Save Energy, Divided by Two". The programme, once widely recognised, aimed to cut energy consumption by half.

"Energy conservation campaigns have grown quiet in Thai society," he noted.

Discussions are ongoing regarding the details of the relaunch, with further deliberations expected in the coming months, said Mr Sarawut.
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									Navy readies sea evacuation plan for Thais  								

								Air force taking the lead but 'Plan B' is ready if needed, says commander
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																The Royal Thai Navy has prepared a "Plan B" to evacuate Thai nationals from the Middle East by sea should airspace closures halt flights amid escalating regional tensions.
Adm Pairote Fuangchan, the navy commander-in-chief, said the Royal Thai Air Force would take the lead in any government evacuation move, particularly for Thai citizens in Iran.

However, the navy has drawn up contingency plans should the security situation deteriorate to the point where aircraft cannot be used. In such a scenario, naval vessels would be deployed to evacuate Thai nationals from affected areas.

The preparation follows concerns that a worsening conflict could lead to airspace closures across the region.

In a related development, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed there have been no reports of Thai nationals being injured or killed in the ongoing clashes in the Middle East.

It also rejected online claims that Thailand has permitted the United States to establish or use military bases in the country in its war effort.

One-stop information source

The clarification was issued on Wednesday during a briefing at a joint press centre set up at the foreign ministry to provide updates on the emergency in the Middle East.

It is intended to serve as the government's central platform for coordinating information from relevant agencies, communicating verified updates to the public and assisting Thai nationals in affected areas.

The ministry said it would provide daily situation briefings at 6pm through its social media platforms and the National Broadcasting Services of Thailand (NBT).

Panidone Pachimsawat, a deputy spokesperson for the ministry, said it had received no reports of Thai casualties from the conflict so far.

However, he cautioned that the overall situation remains sensitive and urged Thai nationals in the region to closely monitor developments, strictly follow host-country advisories and consider leaving high-risk areas as soon as possible.

Thai citizens can contact their nearest Royal Thai Embassy or Consulate-General at any time for assistance.

Evacuation update

Thai diplomatic missions across the region -- including in the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan, Iraq, Oman and Yemen -- are assisting nationals who wish to return to Thailand.

Embassies and consulates are coordinating with local authorities and airlines to arrange safe departures, flights and other necessary travel arrangements. Additional support, such as temporary accommodation, is also being provided to stranded Thais where required.

The Royal Thai Embassy in Tehran has arranged two evacuation convoys by road to Turkey, on Saturday and Tuesday.

A total of 138 people, mostly students and workers, have registered for the two evacuations.

In the United Arab Emirates, 93 Thai nationals have already returned to Thailand, including a group of 30 students, teachers and parents in Dubai who arrived in the country on an Emirates flight.

In Bahrain, the embassy has facilitated the departure of a group of Thais to Saudi Arabia for onward travel home.

In Qatar, where airspace restrictions remain in place, embassy officials have contacted 43 of the 46 Thai nationals in the country and reported that they remain safe and in good spirits.
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									25% tourism decline 'worst-case scenario'								

								Tourism Authority of Thailand pivots to short-haul markets to close the gap
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																War in the Middle East could seriously affect Thai tourism this year, with a 25% decline from the 2026 target being the worst-case scenario if the fighting extends beyond three months, prompting officials to target short-haul tourists to fill the gap.
The conflict that has shut Mideast airspace has particular consequences for European markets, which regained strong momentum last year, caretaker tourism and sports minister Artthakorn Sirilatthayakorn said on Thursday after talks with Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) officials.

In the short term, the conflict in the region has affected those whose flights are connected through Middle Eastern hubs, and might also hit travellers' confidence in taking long-haul trips to Thailand.

Surging operating costs for airlines would also have an impact on airfares, as fuel typically accounts for 25% of a carrier's operating expenses.

According to a preliminary forecast by the TAT, the worst-case scenario would involve a potential decrease of 25% to between 27 million and 29 million foreign visitors, from the 2026 target of 36.7 million.

If the war ends within three months, the agency sees an 18% decline to 30-31 million, which is the base-case scenario.

For the best-case scenario, if tensions subside in two to four weeks, there would be a minimal impact of only 2%.

However, Mr Artthakorn said it was too early to predict the outcome, and the TAT is now aggressively diversifying its promotional efforts into unaffected markets instead, such as other medium- and short-haul travellers.

"We still have to do our best to maintain the arrival flows during the Easter holiday and Songkran holiday in April, hoping to secure at least 30 million travellers this year," said Mr Artthakorn.

In 2025, Thailand welcomed 33 million international arrivals, generating 1.53 trillion baht. Earlier this year, the TAT targeted 36.7 million international tourists with earnings of 2 trillion baht in 2026.

Long-haul travellers are expected to account for 30% of volume and 45% of revenue for arrivals to Thailand.

Mr Artthakorn said the ministry and TAT would meet with representatives of hotels, tour companies and airlines on Monday to further gauge the impact of the war and to listen to potential solutions.
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																Thai government revenue exceeded projections in the first four months of the 2026 fiscal year, driven by higher fuel tax receipts and additional income from state enterprises.
A source at the Ministry of Finance said net government revenue from Oct 1, 2025 to Jan 31, 2026 reached 868.6 billion baht, surpassing the target by 9.56 billion baht, or 1.1%. The figure also marked a 4.7% increase, or 39.3 billion baht, from the same period a year earlier.

The source attributed the stronger-than-expected performance mainly to higher fuel tax revenue following the government's one baht-per-litre increase in excise taxes on petrol and diesel.

Additional revenue also came from surplus remittances linked to bond sales used to finance the fiscal deficit, as well as delayed revenue transfers from certain state enterprises.

Combined collections from the three main tax agencies -- the Revenue Department, Excise Department and Customs Department -- totalled 890.3 billion baht, exceeding projections by 6.35 billion baht, or 0.7%.

The Revenue Department collected 660.9 billion baht, slightly above its target by 953 million baht, while the Excise Department generated 191.3 billion baht, surpassing projections by 8.33 billion baht, or 4.6%. In contrast, the Customs Department collected 38.07 billion baht, falling short of expectations by 2.93 billion baht, or 7.1%.

Revenue from state enterprises reached 75.7 billion baht, exceeding the target by 9.83 billion baht, or 14.9%. Other government agencies contributed 74.5 billion baht, surpassing projections by 13.31 billion baht, equivalent to a 21.8% increase.

Before deductions, total government revenue stood at 1.04 trillion baht, 29.5 billion baht higher than forecast.

However, tax refunds from the Revenue Department rose sharply, exceeding projections by 18.9 billion baht, or 15.2%. Officials explained that the increase resulted from efforts to accelerate corporate income tax refunds to improve liquidity for businesses.

After deductions, including tax refunds, customs duty reimbursements, and allocations of value-added tax to local administrations, net government revenue for the four months totalled 868.6 billion baht.
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									Asian countries scramble to secure fuel supplies								

								Cost of shipping oil from US hits record high as Mideast war impact spreads
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																The impact of the war in the Middle East rippled further through global energy markets on Thursday, with Asian countries taking more measures to shore up supplies.
Refiners in China and Japan that depend on Middle East oil halted fuel exports to protect domestic supplies. The cost of shipping oil out of the United States rose to a record as buyers searched for alternative sources of crude.

An attack on a tanker near Kuwait underscored the dangers to shipping through the Strait of Hormuz. Here's a summary of the latest developments:

Fuel restrictions

Major Asian consumers that are heavily dependent on oil from the Persian Gulf moved to protect their domestic fuel supply. China ordered top refiners to suspend diesel and gasoline exports.

Japan's refiners were in discussions with the government to access strategic petroleum reserves. At least one refiner from the country, which gets 90% of its crude from the Middle East, has cancelled fuel exports to prioritise domestic needs.

Tanker attack

The continued danger to Gulf shipping was evident after an oil tanker suffered an explosion off the coast of Iraq, damaging a ballast tank that was losing water. Iranian state media said the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps Navy struck a US oil tanker in the northern Persian Gulf.

Ship traffic through the Strait of Hormuz has collapsed by more than 95%, with vessels either avoiding the route entirely or attempting to minimise the risk of attack by signalling political or religious affiliations.

A bulk carrier broadcast "CHINA OWNER" while hugging the Omani coastline on Thursday. Over the weekend, a tanker successfully navigated through the Strait after identifying itself as Muslim-owned and Turkish-operated.

Rerouting trade

The war has spurred rapid shifts in global crude-trading patterns. Asian buyers have turned to American barrels, helping push US crude export freight costs to record levels. Extremely high shipping costs are causing some provisional deals to unravel, underscoring the difficulty of the re-routing effort.

Indian refiners, facing potential crude shortages, appeared to be pivoting back toward Moscow for energy supplies. Two tankers carrying around 1.4 million barrels of Urals oil combined are expected to discharge at Indian ports this week, after previously indicating that they were headed farther east, data from Kpler and Vortexa show.

The country's purchases of Russian oil slowed sharply earlier this year due to US pressure on New Delhi to stop buying it.

Prices rising

Energy prices moved higher again on Thursday, raising the spectre of inflation as supply disruptions rippled through global markets. Brent crude traded near $84 a barrel in London, up 16% so far this week.

Futures prices for the international benchmark have a price structure called backwardation, a signal of acute near-term tightness.

European natural gas extended a rally, bringing the gain this week to almost 70%. Buyers around the world were seeking alternatives to halted exports of liquefied natural gas from Qatar.

Taiwan said it has secured LNG supplies for April from regions outside the Middle East, while Thailand was seeking extra shipments.
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									TAVI Gives Patients New Hope at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital								

								Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital offers a safer, minimally invasive alternative to open-heart surgery for patients with aortic stenosis.
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																What if a tiny valve could give your mother a second chance at life, without open-heart surgery?"
For thousands of patients in Thailand living with severe heart valve disease, this is no longer just a hope. It's a reality, thanks to a breakthrough procedure now available at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital. Today, the hospital is offering renewed hope through Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation (TAVI), a breakthrough minimally invasive treatment that is transforming heart care worldwide.

Featuring the Edwards Partnership and SAPIEN 3 Value clearly, reflecting global innovation in Thailand, Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital is proud to partner with Edwards Lifesciences, the world's leading heart valve technology company, to offer the SAPIEN 3UR, the most advanced valve used in TAVI procedures globally.

This partnership means our patients receive the same life-saving technology used in the top hospitals across the U.S. and Europe, now delivered by Thai experts, in the heart of Bangkok.

TAVI, also known as Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR), is redefining how doctors treat aortic stenosis. Instead of opening the chest and stopping the heart, as required in traditional open-heart surgery, TAVI enables cardiologists to replace a damaged valve through a transcatheter approach, usually in the groin. A catheter delivers a new valve directly to the heart, where it is expanded and positioned within the diseased valve.

The procedure typically takes around one hour. Because it is far less invasive, patients experience reduced pain, fewer complications, and significantly faster recovery. Most can return home within three days, resuming their daily activities much sooner than expected.

TAVI was developed specifically for individuals who face elevated surgical risks, including elderly patients aged over 80, those with multiple health conditions, and patients considered too frail or high risk for open-heart surgery. For these groups, TAVI offers a safer, more accessible alternative that can greatly improve longevity, symptoms and overall quality of life.

According to Dr Mann Chandavimol, cardiologist at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital, the procedure has "truly transformed the landscape of heart valve disease treatment". Many patients who once had few viable options can now undergo valve replacement safely and comfortably.

Patients and physicians worldwide have embraced TAVI for its clear advantages:


	Minimally invasive: No large chest incision and no need to stop the heart.

	Lower risk profile: Reduced risks compared with conventional surgery.

	Fast recovery: Shorter hospital stays and quicker return to normal routines.

	Improved quality of life: Better blood flow, reduced fatigue, and relief from breathlessness.



For patients struggling with the debilitating symptoms of aortic stenosis, including shortness of breath, fatigue, and chest discomfort, these benefits can be genuinely life-changing.

Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital has established itself as a regional leader in advanced cardiovascular care. Patients undergoing TAVI are supported by:


	A dedicated team of highly experienced cardiologists, cardiac surgeons, and specialised nurses

	State-of-the-art imaging and catheterisation technology

	24/7 emergency cardiology services

	Comprehensive rehabilitation and follow-up care



The hospital's holistic approach extends beyond valve replacement. Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital's Heart Centre also offers balloon angioplasty, stent placement, electrophysiology procedures, and preventive cardiology services, ensuring patients receive integrated, personalised care from diagnosis through to recovery.

For many patients, especially older adults or those with complex medical histories, TAVI represents a safer, faster, and more comfortable alternative to traditional surgery. As global clinical data and real-world outcomes continue to demonstrate its effectiveness, TAVI has become a preferred option in the United States, Europe, and now Thailand.

When TAVI Becomes the Turning Point for Patients

There is a real life story of one patient who received TAVI treatment.

A 76-year-old female patient had lived with fatigue and breathlessness for years. She thought it was "just part of getting older."

When visiting the hospital, she initially presented with cough, leg swelling, and fatigue. Subsequently, she was diagnosed with aortic valve stenosis.Traditional open-heart surgery was too risky. Thanks to TAVI at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital. She was up and walking in days.

"I've been given a second chance," she says.

Her family didn't just get more time with her, they got her joy and energy back.

For her family, the treatment meant more than saving a life, it meant getting back the mother they love, stronger and full of vitality.

As Thailand's ageing population grows, recognising the signs of valve disease and understanding modern treatment options is more important than ever. For many patients who fear major surgery, TAVI offers a safe, effective path forward, a way to restore heart function without the fear that once held them back.

Because sometimes, choosing treatment is not just about healing the heart, it is about reclaiming life.

In conclusion, TAVI at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital is a minimally invasive procedure that takes about one hour, with patients typically staying in the hospital for about 3 days. It is particularly suitable for older adults and those considered high-risk surgical patients, and the procedure utilizes advanced technology such as the SAPIEN 3UR Valve by Edwards Lifesciences.

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with aortic stenosis, or is experiencing symptoms such as unusual fatigue, breathlessness, or chest tightness, it may be time to explore whether TAVI at Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital is the right choice.

With advanced technology, expert care, and a patient-centred approach, Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital is redefining what is possible in heart valve treatment, offering renewed strength, restored comfort, and a new chance at life.

Is It Time to Take Your Heart Seriously?

If you or a loved one is over 70, has diabetes, hypertension, or shortness of breath, you may be at risk of aortic valve disease.

Call Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital's Heart Valve Team today to find out if TAVI could be your path to a longer, stronger life.

Call: +66 (0) 2022-2222.

Email: info@samitivej.co.th.

Venue: Samitivej Sukhumvit Hospital
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																Hatari fan founder Joon Wanavit, one of the most low-key philanthropists in Thailand, died on Thursday at age 89.
He passed away peacefully of natural causes, his family said. A chanting ceremony will be held from Thursday to Monday at Wat Dhepsirindrawas in Bangkok at 6.30pm.

The body will be moved to be laid to rest at a cemetery in Ratchaburi province.

Joon founded Hatari Electric Co in 1990, according to the company's website, and helped make it the best-selling brand in Thailand, producing a variety of fans and other air-circulation products.

His generosity became publicly known in 2022 when he and his family donated 900 million baht to the Ramathibodi Foundation.

Joon and his company never publicised the donation, which only came to public attention when the news was posted on the Ramathibodi nursing school Facebook page.

He and his family have regularly donated money to other institutions without publicly mentioning their philanthropy. Their support of good causes was acknowledged by the recipients.
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																Thailand's nearly year-long stretch of falling consumer prices may now provide a buffer against potential energy-driven inflation spike, analysts say.
The consumer price index (CPI) fell 0.88% in February from a year earlier, compared with 0.66% in January and marking the 11th straight month of negative headline rates, the Ministry of Commerce said on Thursday.

Core CPI, which excludes volatile energy and fresh  food [?]prices, rose 0.56% in February compared [?]to a year earlier.

The ministry has said that the country is not experiencing deflation  yet since the core inflation rate remains positive.

With tensions in the Middle East threatening to lift global oil prices and pushing inflation in many economies above targets, Thailand's negative inflation and muted core readings could help cushion the impact.

Energy and food together account for roughly 70% of the consumer price basket in Thailand. Over the past year, softer energy prices have kept overall inflation below the Bank of Thailand's target range of 1%-3%.

At a briefing on Thursday, the commerce ministry said Thai inflation is expected to accelerate in March due to higher oil prices.

Nantapong Chiralerspong, director-general of the ministry's Trade Policy and Strategy Office, said it was difficult to assess the inflation outlook, as much depends on the intensity and duration of the conflict.

If global oil prices remain in the range of $80 to $120 per barrel, he said, inflation this year could quicken to between 1% and 3%, he said.

But even a sustained rise of 10% to 20% in energy prices would likely leave Thailand's inflation below the upper bound of the central bank's target, according to Bloomberg Economics, which estimates consumer prices rising 0.8% this year in a more extreme scenario.

Bank of Thailand governor Vitai Ratanakorn said on Wednesday that any pickup in inflation would be "manageable", and that the conflict in Middle East could shave 0.1 to 0.2 percentage points off this year's gross domestic product growth.

Mr Vitai and his fellow policymakers have already signalled that further interest rate cuts are unlikely, however, after an unexpected cut of 25 basis points to 1.00% last week.

Higher oil prices would raise costs for prepared foods and other consumer goods, adding upward pressure on prices, Mr Nantapong said.

The ministry currently expects inflation will stay between zero and 1% for the year, but will review its forecast next month.
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																Rising geopolitical tensions in the Middle East are beginning to disrupt maritime transport, affecting shipping routes and port operations, which could have spillover effects on global supply chains, according to end-to-end global logistics services provider.
Several Middle Eastern airlines, including Emirates Cargo, Qatar Airways, Etihad Airways, Saudia, Gulf Air, Kuwait Airways and El Al Israel Airlines, have cancelled flights on certain routes or closed airspace in response to the security situation.

Flights connecting Asia and Europe that normally pass through Middle Eastern airspace are being rerouted, increasing travel distances and fuel consumption.

Airlines are required to carry additional fuel reserves for safety, reducing the cargo weight aircraft can transport and tightening air freight capacity.

The imbalance between rising demand and limited air cargo capacity is likely to push air freight rates higher in the coming weeks.

The longer flight paths add pressure to operating costs for carriers, particularly fuel expenses, said Kettivit Sittisoontornwong, chief executive of Leo.

Shippers have begun imposing surcharges for emergency conflicts and war risk to reflect heightened operational risks. For example, "direct impact" on sea shipping and port operations covers rerouting of vessels, omission of port calls, vessels holding in designated safe waters before continuing their journey, and longer transit times, he said.

Rising crude oil prices result in higher bunker fuel costs for vessels and likely adjustments to the bunker adjustment factor and emergency bunker surcharge, noted Mr Kettivit.

Uncertainty may cause shipping lines to impose booking restrictions, and there is a risk of port congestion if vessels accumulate or reroute at the same time, said the firm.

Some routes may face container or equipment shortages during certain periods.

Container shipping vessel schedules are expected to face delays, including changes to port calls and transit times, making delivery longer than usual, he said.
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        This article is a follow-up to my previous piece titled "Fiscal deficit will trigger 2026 crisis". In that article, I argued Thailand's heavy dependence on external liquidity, combined with the government's need for 860 billion baht annually to finance its deficits, would lead to a severe liquidity shortage and, ultimately, a financial crisis.

      

      
        What is worse than being told a lie? Being told a bad lie
        The Social Security Office (SSO) returned to public scrutiny again ahead of this week when it was presented with an award for best sponsored sticker at the LINE Thailand Awards 2025, apparently achieving the most downloads of its sticker sets among other sponsors of the social messaging app.
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																Recently, a student mentioned feeling unheard while giving a presentation because the teacher was on the phone. I smiled and, at first, thought that she might realise that is how teachers feel when students are on their devices, scrolling through social media or playing games in class.
However, on closer consideration, it occurred to me that her point reflected something bigger that I had heard before from attentive students. Some teachers are setting poor examples for students.

Teachers want students to learn but how often do they train themselves as students? Few lecturers actually take formal classes, with the occasional conference workshop checking the box. Various universities host several workshops and talks. Of the five I attended last year, I was the only external visitor.

The lack of movement is even seen in class, with teachers sitting in front and talking rather than moving around interacting. Teachers talk about building curiosity, exploring new areas, being innovative, and so on, yet their actions remain limited. Ask teachers about the variety of their training or school's training plan.

And even when there are visiting lecturers and experts at a faculty, we observe that few in the audience are taking notes. Not that they know the material, but rather a lethargy in learning. The ease with which recordings are available, little true learning is leveraged. Teacher trainers suggest that teachers look at students' notes or ask students to keep a class journal. These notes show and help track attention to and understanding of the material presented. Notes can be taken before the class as preparation and after as review but the act itself is crucial. If the teachers are not taking class notes, how can we expect students to do the same? Ask teachers to show their class notes.

Misusing phones or screens has become a scourge in education with the ubiquitous distractions, yet adults, too, fall prey to the addiction. Instead of managing their phones, I have seen teachers interrupt their class to answer messages. Worse, I have seen teachers drift off topic, scrolling on their phones. The lack of attention means less learning across the board, starting at the top. My student's point of not being heard is valid. Ask students about their teacher's relationship with the phone in class.

Also, recently, I witnessed a lecturer arguing for what AI generated rather than for what experts with years of practical and theoretical experience presented. AI produces a general idea based on popular and common written works yet we know there is a bias in the information. One will never know Thailand is the Land of Smiles on a crowded 8am Bangkok bus. Yet AI-generated works use the tagline because it is promoted, not always valid. Teachers need to seek alternatives and question their assumptions. Read and seek out verifications. The scientific method. Utilising our natural abilities at higher levels. Students who have not developed their thinking skills or gained varied experiences, seeing lecturers' reliance and belief in AI, would be unfortunately and seriously misled. Ask lecturers how they are balancing AI output with pragmatic enquiry.

Let us not forget about reading extensively and intensively. The assumption that university lecturers read a lot is not necessarily true. In the early 1900s, university lecturers' reading varied and they dabbled in many subjects. Hence, the era of polymaths such as Bertrand Russell. In the 2000s, with selected databases and AI, lecturers tend to have a very narrow focus, which creates problems because innovators are unaware of the impact of their creations on society. This is most visible among AI researchers, even while AI companies employ ethicists and philosophers. The tools are not used as intended.

Society mourns the loss of critical thinking but rarely encourages the practices that support it -- reading spaces, gifting books, talking about books and making reading prominent. Ask youths who promote reading and learning on their social media feeds.

Society needs exemplars. The writing maxim -- show, don't tell -- applies to many spheres as well. Parents are youths' first examples. Second are teachers who serve as loco parentis. Thus, being on time, setting time for learning, showing how to use time productively, and more are crucial. Think about what is said at home or in class, as well as what is shown by adult behaviours. Ask to see routines.

Distracted teaching was never acceptable but now it seems it is not even noticed. Many good teachers, who are making human connections, setting examples, and maintaining standards, are given bad ratings and even criticised. They stand out, and students do not know how to respond because they hardly see examples of presence. Having a teacher who is present is a starting point, but also teachers who show learning behaviours all around.

We, as a society, need to ask: Are teachers (and adults) setting positive examples for students?

Mariano Miguel Carrera, PhD, is a lecturer at the International College at King Mongkut's University of Technology, North Bangkok.
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																Critics of the attack on Iran by the United States and Israel point out that US President Donald Trump has no plan for what comes next. And they are not wrong: when Mr Trump boasts that he can resolve wars in a single day, he merely exposes the limits of his attention span. But the real problem is not the shortness of Mr Trump's time horizon; it's the narrowness of his threat perception.
While Mr Trump's bombing campaign reflects no strategy in any traditional sense, it is based on a clear operating assumption: the Iranian regime poses a threat to US security, and destroying the regime eliminates the threat. It is the same basic belief that animated previous American wars of choice, from Iraq to Libya. The assumption was wrong then, and it is likely to prove catastrophically wrong now.

The US possesses an extraordinary capacity to destroy centralised state power from the air, but no comparable capacity to manage what follows. Because power vacuums cannot be targeted by precision munitions or mapped by satellite imagery, American strategic thinking systematically underestimates the danger they pose.

This reflects a recurring cognitive bias in the US: threats we cannot address militarily receive less weight than those we can. But the gravest and most durable risks often emerge after centralised control collapses, when arsenals are dispersed, custodial chains fracture, and accountability disappears.

The Iraq war should have made this clear. In 2003, the US destroyed the Iraqi state on the premise that Saddam Hussein's regime posed a direct and acute danger to American security. What followed the regime's fall was not safety but chaos.

Hundreds of arms depots were looted within days. Black markets were flooded with small arms, rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs), and mortar rounds, which landed in the hands of actors who were far less predictable, visible and deterrable than Saddam's regime.

This included the Islamic State, which eventually rose from the rubble of Iraq's dissolved institutions. When it overran Mosul in 2014, it captured large stocks of US-supplied weaponry from Iraqi army bases -- a second generation of proliferation cascading from the original act of state destruction. The pattern was structural, not accidental.

Libya should have reinforced that lesson. After Nato helped topple Moammar Gaddafi in 2011, state institutions swiftly collapsed, and some 3,000 to 12,000 portable shoulder-launched surface-to-air missiles (MANPADS) capable of downing civilian airliners vanished, only to reappear in the arms markets of the Sahel, Sinai, Gaza, and beyond.

These episodes bear out what every systematic study of leadership decapitation in weakly institutionalised regimes has found: the aftermath is fragmentation, not stabilisation. The same will be true of Iran. But what will be dispersed after the regime's fall could be far more dangerous than RPGs or MANPADS.

Before the US-Israeli strikes last June, the Islamic Republic possessed some 441 kilogrammes of uranium enriched to 60% purity, a short technical step from weapons grade. That is enough, by expert estimates, for roughly ten nuclear devices.

The International Atomic Energy Agency, whose inspectors have been effectively barred from Iran's nuclear sites since the strikes, has stated that it cannot account for the current size or whereabouts of Iran's stockpile of enriched uranium. Some analysts think that it was entombed in collapsed underground facilities; others believe it was relocated to undisclosed sites before the bombings. Both assessments rest on fragmentary evidence - satellite imagery, signals intelligence and Iranian government statements, all of which are vulnerable to manipulation. But they cast doubt on the Trump administration's claim of "total obliteration".

The strategic irony at the heart of the regime-destruction logic is that damaged facilities, scattered nuclear material, and demoralised or absent custodial personnel are precisely the conditions most conducive to diversion. In other words, far from ending the risk of proliferation, the US-Israeli strikes have compounded it.

Even if the probability of diversion remains low, it must be handled with the utmost seriousness. This is the cardinal principle of nuclear security: fissile material that is not under secure state control must be evaluated on the basis of worst-case potential, not average likelihood. When terrorist networks gained access to MANPADS, it was a catastrophe. If they secure weapons-usable nuclear material, the logic of nuclear deterrence itself would be broken.

Deterrence requires a return address -- even if the address is a hostile state. Even a hostile state has a capital, a leadership, and a population it wishes to preserve. Remove them, and the architecture that has prevented nuclear use since 1945 begins to collapse. You cannot negotiate safeguards with a vacuum. You cannot sign an agreement with a fragmented territory. You cannot verify compliance by a state that no longer exists.

The state that currently maintains custodianship over Iran's nuclear material -- however imperfect or hostile -- is the only entity with which an enforceable constraint could be achieved. Destroy it, and you make resolving the nuclear threat both more urgent and effectively impossible.

The Soviet precedent is instructive. When the USSR dissolved in 1991, the degradation of security systems left nuclear materials vulnerable. Following the lead of George Soros, who created a foundation to support Soviet scientists with the aim of preventing brain drain and mitigating the risk of nuclear proliferation, the US began to invest heavily in cooperative threat-reduction programmes.

Iran's situation is, in some respects, more precarious, as its nuclear infrastructure has long combined declared and clandestine elements. And physical material is not the only concern. Iran has trained a substantial cadre of nuclear scientists over the decades.

In a state-collapse scenario, such specialists become free agents, available to anyone willing to pay. Lower-grade nuclear material, meanwhile, could be repurposed into radiological dispersal devices ("dirty bombs") capable of contaminating urban areas. In the absence of institutional custody, each enrichment site, research facility and reactor implies distinct risks.

The US sees regimes it can strike and concludes that striking them resolves the dangers they pose. But eliminating a visible adversary does not neutralise the underlying threat; it merely transforms that threat into something elusive, opaque, decentralised, unaccountable and impossible to negotiate with or monitor.

Until the US recognises this -- until it internalises the lessons of Baghdad and Tripoli, and potentially of Tehran -- it will continue to generate dangers that no missile can reach. 

(c)2026 The Project Syndicate

Stephen Holmes, Professor of Law at New York University School of Law and the Richard Holbrooke Fellow at the American Academy in Berlin, is the co-author (with Ivan Krastev) of 'The Light that Failed: A Reckoning' (Penguin Books, 2019).
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																As Thailand and Cambodia observe a truce, a group of social media users is pursuing aggressive online campaigns to incite hatred between the peoples of the two countries.
These netizens, who describe themselves as digital creators, typically use disinformation and fake news to attract people in a bid to increase engagement and earn more income. This occurs on both sides of the border.

This week, at least one Thai Facebook page posted what appeared to be a fierce reaction from the caretaker foreign minister to a senator and human rights advocate over her alleged call for state assistance to Cambodia in forest-fire combat and scholarships for Cambodian schoolchildren.

However, the information was entirely fabricated. The senator had made no such proposal. The post quickly attracted several thousand views in a short time -- an easy way to generate revenue.

As usual, commenters on the page verbally attacked the senator, falsely branding her unpatriotic while making derogatory remarks about Cambodians, creating a toxic atmosphere among people who fall victim to hate campaigns.

Credit goes to Cofact Thailand, a non-profit fact-checking organisation, which promptly verified the post as fake news.

The same page also insulted Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, whose country played a key role in bringing the two neighbours to the negotiating table last year. Again, the posts were based on false information aimed at sowing misunderstanding.

While the damage has been done, it is unfortunate that state agencies appear to have no clear strategy for dealing with such digital creators and their posts, which clearly violate legal and ethical standards.

Such online hostility strips the public of empathy when armed forces resort to aggressive measures instead of dialogue to resolve border disputes, as jingoism and xenophobia peak.

In September, a few weeks after the first border clashes, the National Digital Economy and Society Commission reported an increase in fake news stories requiring verification. Security issues between Thailand and Cambodia topped the list, followed by government services, disasters and health concerns.

The commission stopped short of detailing what authorities had done to curb such practices. Yet authorities have the means to track down irresponsible page administrators and take action.

Misinformation and disinformation campaigns pose a serious challenge if the two countries are to restore people-to-people relations. Authorities must regulate the system while balancing responsibility with freedom of expression.

Ultimately, society must invest in social media literacy. A 2025 World Economic Forum report ranked misinformation and disinformation as the fourth most significant global risk, after state-based armed conflicts, extreme weather and geoeconomic confrontation.

The report projected that misinformation and disinformation would become the top global risk next year.

Several countries have adopted best-practice guidelines to address the issue proactively. In Thailand, however, the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society and cyber police appear to lag behind online disinformation actors.

Authorities must recognise that the situation cannot continue unchecked and act decisively.
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																This article is a follow-up to my previous piece titled "Fiscal deficit will trigger 2026 crisis". In that article, I argued Thailand's heavy dependence on external liquidity, combined with the government's need for 860 billion baht annually to finance its deficits, would lead to a severe liquidity shortage and, ultimately, a financial crisis.
It was not pleasant reading. A business friend of mine even refused to read the article, saying it appeared overly pessimistic.

He took the conservative view that such a crisis could not happen because: (a) Thai GDP growth was doing okay and inflation was low; (b) no Thai banks showed signs of stress and were reporting solid profits; and (c) Thailand maintained strong foreign reserve positions, covering 2.8 times its short-term external debt. None of the present economic conditions resemble those that led to the 1997 crisis.

He is right. But these positive indicators are largely irrelevant to the current financial risk.

Unlike the 1997 crisis, a 2026 crisis would not be triggered by inadequate foreign reserves, but by insufficient domestic liquidity. Without new lending, no new money enters the system. For several years now, Thai banks have not been generating fresh loans. The Bank of Thailand (BoT) has reported six consecutive quarters of loan contraction, including a 1.1% decline in Q4 2025. This is deeply troubling.

Even Japan, with GDP growth of just 0.8% in 2025, recorded loan growth of 4.5%. Vietnam, with its stronger economic expansion, achieved 15% loan growth to support its economy.

In an effort to stimulate lending, the BoT recently lowered its policy rate by a further 0.25 percentage points to 1.00%. However, this is likely to prove ineffective. The previous five rate cuts failed to generate loan expansion. There is little reason to believe the sixth will succeed.

After six quarters of contraction, the pattern continued in January 2026. Private lending fell by 0.2% year-on-year and 0.3% month-on-month. Approximately 75 billion baht was withdrawn from the liquidity pool due to loan contraction. In principle, this translates directly into tighter liquidity.

Fortunately, capital inflows of US$3.7 billion -- roughly 120 billion baht -- entered the country that month, temporarily turning a liquidity shortfall into a surplus. But this stroke of luck faded quickly. In the first three weeks of February (the latest available data), inflows fell sharply to US$411 million from nearly US$4 billion a month earlier. Whether the Iran war will improve or worsen inflow conditions remains uncertain. Judging by the movement of the baht, I suspect it will hurt more than help.

That is precisely my point. An economy should not depend on luck. We are not buying a lottery ticket. If inflows come in the form of productive investment or a sustained current account surplus, they are welcome. But "hot money" is inherently unreliable. January's current account surplus was US$0.7 billion, a sharp decline from US$3.7 billion in January 2025.

The January 2026 data provide little comfort and instead heighten the risk of financial instability. The significant drop in inflows in February serves as a warning of future uncertainty. The Iran conflict could exacerbate matters.

I believe I have said enough to unsettle readers about liquidity risk and the possibility of crisis. For those who remain unconvinced, I have nothing more to add except to wish them the best of luck.

In the remainder of this article, I will address two issues: first, the warning signs of a crisis; and second, potential mitigation measures.

As this is fundamentally a liquidity risk, the earliest signs of trouble will appear in the money market. In this respect, the situation is not entirely different from 1997.

After analysing economic data at the time, I warned my company about the risk of rapid domestic liquidity tightening due to excessive dependence on foreign loans. The possibility of a baht collapse was not initially on my radar. That concern emerged in early 1997 when foreign loans began to be recalled.

I warned that interbank interest rates could rise from 9% to 11% in Q4 1996, increase to 12-13% in Q1 1997, and move beyond 15% thereafter. My recommendation was to raise deposits while funding costs were still low and to benefit from surplus liquidity when rates climbed.

Here lies the difference between then and now. In 2026, the strain will originate in the fiscal sector rather than the banking sector, as the government will require around 70 billion baht per month to finance its deficit. Instead of interbank rates surging as they did in 1996-97, bond yields would spike, potentially pushing the bond market towards dysfunction. Rising yields would drive up all borrowing costs, leading to widespread defaults. The mechanism differs, but the outcome could be similar. This is a classic textbook case of crowding out.

Are there ways to avoid or at least mitigate such a crisis? In theory, yes. In practice, the necessary measures would be difficult and politically painful. Read the following and understand why.

The first mitigation would be to is to delay additional public borrowing as long as possible. The government maintains deposits at the BoT in the Treasury Account. Rather than issuing more bonds and unsettling the bond market, it could draw from this account. Indeed, this has already been happening. The balance has fallen from a peak of 631 billion baht in September last year to 325 billion baht in January 2026. At the current rate, the account could be depleted by June.

The second option would be to borrow abroad by issuing dollar-denominated bonds. However, the required amount could exceed US$10 billion. Such a move might damage Thailand's reputation for financial strength and potentially trigger capital outflows. If not executed carefully, it could deepen the crisis.

The third -- and theoretically most sound -- measure would be to reduce the budget deficit by at least half, not only for the current fiscal year but for subsequent years as well. This would require preparation for political and social backlash. Spending cuts rarely win popularity.

The fourth option would be to divest government assets, preferably to foreign investors -- for example, shares in Krung Thai Bank, Thai Airways or PTT. This, however, could amount to political suicide.

The fifth measure is strongly discouraged, yet may prove tempting: extracting liquidity from state enterprises and state banks to help finance the fiscal deficit. This would simply replicate the same crowding-out effect and further constrain private-sector funding.

The most prudent course would be a combination of measures, with primary emphasis on deficit reduction.

There is no painless solution. As President Milei of Argentina aptly put it: "Short-term pain, long-term gain."
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																The Social Security Office (SSO) returned to public scrutiny again ahead of this week when it was presented with an award for best sponsored sticker at the LINE Thailand Awards 2025, apparently achieving the most downloads of its sticker sets among other sponsors of the social messaging app.
The merits of the award are the subject of their own discussion, but what the recognition undeniably led to was further questions into a public organisation already facing accusations of mismanaging funds entrusted to it by citizens for the care of their wellbeing.

After receiving the accolade, it was found that the award-winning SSO account seemingly needed 69.5 million baht to achieve its purposes.

Goals such as providing animations to help people express mild amusement while chatting?

The office called the honour a reflection of its dedication to effective communication with users, but how much communication is needed for a public service that is a necessity for almost all people in the nation?
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More importantly, how much of the almost 70 million baht was necessary after the SSO already reportedly devoted over 800 million baht to launching an online application that was supposed to connect users directly to their benefits but that has been repeatedly and inopportunely taken offline for "maintenance".

These staggering expenditures are from an agency that expressed fears in 2024 that it might not have the finances to handle all of its duties. The same that issues pension funds for senior citizens at just above the poverty line at around 4,000 baht a month. One that the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) has warned could face bankruptcy.

Even as it remains to be concluded what spending was justified and why the SSO is constantly on the brink of financial bust, can one be faulted for being incredulous?

One of the most common responses heard when lamenting the rampant state corruption here in Thailand, a country that recently slipped nine places on the Corruption Perceptions Index, is that graft happens everywhere.

That position is infuriating, firstly, due to the implication that just because an offense is prevalent, it is somehow less offensive. Worse yet, it goes as far as excusing how blatant and disrespectful Thailand's particular brand of corruption can often be manifested.

It is surely more than enough that malfeasance and budget skimming genuinely threatens the safety and quality of life of everyone in the nation, do the people of Thailand also have to suffer the humiliation of being fed explanations that barely stand up to any critical thought?

Just last week, the State Audit Office (SAO) drew public ire for releasing a music video cheering itself on despite having yet to address, in any tangible way, why it committed to pay up to 2.7 million baht for chairs in only two rooms of a building that ultimately claimed the lives of close to 100 people when it collapsed under questionable circumstances.

						

							
						


How could the move not be taken as a kind of affront to all those who still hold legitimate suspicions? Especially when the only addressing of these qualms so far has been, at best, dismissive.

From billion baht complexes that are mostly empty to ornate lamp posts on little-used backroads, why must Thai citizens be both exploited and have their intelligence insulted?

The saying "Fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me," only applies when someone is actually being fooled.
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																Donald Trump is not just Benjamin Netanyahu's glove puppet, but it is remarkable how much influence the Israeli prime minister has over the American president. If you are seeking a reason why Mr Trump felt the need to attack Iran again, only nine months after he declared that he had eliminated any nuclear threat from that country, you need look no further.
Mr Trump has a helpless fascination for decisive political strongmen like North Korea's Kim Jong-un and Russia's Vladimir Putin, but only Mr Netanyahu has persuaded Mr Trump to go to war for him -- not once, but twice. Last June, it was only one day's air strikes on Iran, but this time it could be the start of a "forever war".

Mr Trump is well aware of this risk. It's precisely what he promised to avoid in his 2024 presidential campaign, and he imagines that he can keep that promise by achieving a swift and decisive victory over Iran like his recent triumph in Venezuela.

However, even that was not much of a victory. Killing Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, is no more decisive than kidnapping Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro. In both cases, the political system simply moves the regime's next most senior leader up into the presidency, leaving the oppressive system intact. And, in Iran's case, still able to fight.

True, Iran's offensive capability is very small. It could not successfully stage a ground invasion of any of its neighbours, and most of its ballistic missiles and drones get shot down. But if neither Mr Netanyahu nor Mr Trump will put "boots on the ground" (they won't), it can hang on indefinitely.

Mr Trump clings to the delusion that he can get a quick win and change the regime. Asked on Saturday who would replace Khamenei if his death is confirmed, Mr Trump replied, "I don't know, but at some point they'll be calling me to ask who I'd like." He'll be sitting by that phone for a long time. The Iranian regime is now hated by at least half the urban population (for last month's massacres of protesters were almost all in the cities), but the shocking violence of those mass killings has frightened most people into silence.

Meanwhile, insurers are starting to refuse cover for oil tankers attempting to enter or exit the Persian Gulf, cutting off one-fifth of the world's oil supply and driving the price up. And if Mr Netanyahu can arrange it, the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip will break down, and the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) will get on with the task of evicting the Palestinians.

It was probably Mr Netanyahu who talked Mr Trump into attacking Iran for a second time by exploiting the older man's ignorance of strategic and technological realities. There was never an imminent threat of Iranian nuclear weapons, even before the American bombing of Iran nine months ago. Iran doesn't even have a plausible delivery vehicle for its imaginary nukes. Mr Netanyahu may or may not have believed his own rhetoric the first time he got Mr Trump to attack Iran last June, but it worked. After that, there was no longer any credible Iranian threat. However, Mr Trump was upset enough by the genocide in Gaza to force Mr Netanyahu to accept a ceasefire there in October.

Mr Netanyahu dared not defy Mr Trump's ban, and only 618 Palestinians have been killed by the IDF since the "ceasefire". Now, however, after four months of trying, Mr Netanyahu has persuaded Mr Trump to attack Iran again, and this time it is a maximum effort (except ground troops) to overthrow the Iranian regime with Israel's full participation. Why did he want that?

Well, if Israel and the United States are now allies in a major war against Iran, then surely Mr Trump would not turn against his ally just because some unfortunate incident in Gaza forces the IDF to start large-scale killing and ethnic cleansing there again? Mr Trump has been suckered again, and my guess is that we will soon see the Gaza ceasefire "collapse".

Of course, it doesn't hurt that there is an election due in Israel by October, and Mr Netanyahu always does better in the polls when there's a war on. On the other hand, the US mid-term elections are due in November, and Mr Trump will not do well if there's still a war on. Sucker.
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																On Feb 19, caretaker Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, in his capacity as interior minister, issued an order to freeze the issuance of permits to carry firearms in public for one year, supposedly to reduce gun-related violence.
The measure came about a week after a hostage-taking and shooting at Patong Prathan Khiriwat School in Hat Yai district, in which an 18-year-old gunman stormed into the school, fatally wounding the director and holding students hostage before he was overpowered by police.

A one-year freeze on issuing licences to bear concealed arms in public is nothing new. One was also enforced a year ago by Mr Anutin for the same reasons. How effective it was in reducing gun-related violence during that period is unknown. Has the Interior Ministry even conducted an assessment of the results?

The measure is unlikely to reduce gun-related violence at all, as most violent crimes are committed by people who do not have a licence to carry arms, known as the Por 12 document.

Thailand has the second-highest rate of gun-related violence in Southeast Asia after Myanmar, which has been wracked by civil war for decades. There are now 10.3 million guns in private hands, including 6.2 million licensed weapons and 4 million unlicensed or illegal guns, according to the Switzerland-based Small Arms Survey.

A major legal loophole is that gun ownership in Thailand is for life, and there was previously no requirement for a mental health certificate when applying for a permit. This means it is unknown how many of the owners of those 6.2 million guns were mentally healthy when they obtained the weapons in the first place.

It was only in 2022 that the cabinet issued a regulation requiring people who want to buy a gun, be it a handgun or a rifle, to present a doctor's certificate confirming they are mentally healthy. Is this safeguard sufficient? No, it is not. A driving licence is renewed every five years to make sure motorists are qualified to drive. It makes sense that gun ownership licences should be renewed every five years to ensure owners are still mentally fit to possess weapons.

It may present an uphill task for authorities to renew all 6.2 million gun licences. For the sake of practicality, the renewal process should be done in multiple phases, starting with those applying for licences now and, later, with other groups who have possessed firearms for a decade or more. A person deemed fit to own a firearm at the age of 30 may suffer from severe stress, depression or cognitive decline decades later. Regular medical screening is the only reliable way to catch these changes before a tragedy occurs.

Limits on the number of guns a person can possess should also be considered seriously. For example, a person should be given a licence to own only one handgun and one rifle, which should be enough for self-defence. If someone wants to own more for sports, they can apply for additional licences from the registrar, who can exercise discretion.

Gun-related violence can be reduced if guns are effectively prevented from falling into the wrong hands.
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																Imagine an enormous pile of leftover rice, vegetable scraps, or fruit peels dumped to landfill, slowly rotting and filling nearby communities with an unpleasant smell. But the smell is not the only problem.
When food scraps and garden waste are buried, they decompose. The process of how leftover food -- often called "food waste" -- decomposes is chemical. Without oxygen, the process releases methane -- a greenhouse gas far more potent than carbon dioxide.

In terms of carbon emission reduction, the waste sector plays an important role in the country's path towards Net Zero. Under Thailand's NDC 3.0 climate pledge, the country aims to reach net zero emissions by 2050. The emission reduction potential of the waste sector is estimated at around 4.9% of total reductions by 2035.

Even so, the waste sector receives just around 1% of Thailand's climate mitigation investment, according to estimates in our study, "Thailand Climate Finance Landscape 2025". Regrettably, the government should invest more because money put into this sector yields a higher return. Waste composting is known as a cheaper form of emission reduction. It offers relatively low abatement costs per tonne of emissions reduced.

Indeed, policymakers have high confidence in Thailand Voluntary Emission Reduction Program (T-VER) projects, particularly organic waste composting and decentralised processing schemes.

These projects are expected to reduce emissions by up to 0.42 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (MtCOeq) per year -- close to the estimated mitigation potential of around 0.5 MtCO2eq by 2035 under NDC 3.0. On paper, this suggests that composting targets could be achieved within a single year. The reality is different.

Why composting projects may fail

Waste composting has clear and instant advantages. First of all, it immediately reduces the need for land to make sanitary landfills for waste disposal and treatment, making it significantly cheaper than other waste management methods. A 2006 World Bank report estimates composting costs at just 318-1,270 baht per tonne. By comparison, composting costs are two or three times lower than sanitary landfills or producing refuse-derived fuel (RDF).

But low cost does not mean effective climate mitigation.

One major challenge is the lack of clear technical standards in the T-VER framework for household food composting. Available guidelines focus on large-scale waste separation, composting or soil amendment systems, and accounting for transportation emissions beyond 200km. What is missing are detailed technical conditions to ensure composting is done properly.

Proper composting requires an active phase of regular mixing followed by a curing period to stabilise the material. Without clear technical standards and guidance, poorly managed compost piles can generate unwanted methane gas. In that case, a project designed to reduce emissions may unintentionally become a new source of emissions.

Where the gaps lie

The way emission reductions are measured also raises concerns.

First, T-VER methodologies were developed for large-scale projects that are easier to control. Household composting, by contrast, is behaviour-driven. It depends on consistency, technical knowledge, process control, and long-term monitoring at the individual level. Using fixed assumptions may not accurately reflect real emission reductions.

In addition, T-VER methodologies assume that all organic waste would otherwise go to landfills. In reality, many communities, particularly in agricultural areas, already divert food waste for animal feed or other uses. This risks overstating emission reductions.

Second, there are weaknesses in monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV). It is impossible to monitor every compost bin in every household. To make it easier for households, the Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (TGO) should establish clear guidelines for communities.

Third, certification costs under T-VER remain high compared to the emission reduction potential at the household level. As a result, the value of carbon credits may not justify participation. This limits the ability of community-level projects to enter the carbon market.

Fourth, there is a big financial gap to fill. Thailand's NDC 3.0 targets a 12 MtCO2eq reduction from the waste sector by 2035, yet current technological capacity delivers only about 1.6 MtCO2eq -- roughly 13% of the target. According to CFNT's "Financing NDC 3.0" report, bridging the gap would require an additional 28 billion baht annually for technology upgrades and improved measurement systems. Low investment does not just mean fewer projects; it also means limited technical support, training, data systems and monitoring frameworks.

Moreover, financial returns from such projects are rarely passed on to citizens, even though they bear the main responsibility for implementation. Without tangible incentives, decentralised systems are unlikely to scale up sustainably.

What needs to change

If composting projects continue under current guidelines, Thailand risks reporting emission reductions that exist more on paper than in reality. Over time, this could erode confidence in national climate reporting. Several changes are needed.

First, clearer and more practical technical standards for household and community composting should be established to ensure projects genuinely reduce emissions. Well-defined operational guidelines -- covering aeration, curing periods and process control -- would strengthen the environmental integrity of these initiatives.

Second, T-VER methodologies should be adapted to fit decentralised, behaviour-based projects. Monitoring systems should balance credibility with feasibility, possibly through sampling methods or community-level assumptions. Without methodological adjustments, measurement risks becoming either unrealistic or unreliable.

Third, financial mechanisms must better link climate benefits to communities. Aligning composting projects with Thailand's taxonomy framework could classify them clearly as green activities, encouraging greater support from financial institutions. Without visible benefits or returns, households are unlikely to sustain long-term participation.

Poorly designed standards do more than slow implementation -- they risk weakening trust in Thailand's climate reporting itself. In an era when international climate finance and carbon markets depend on credibility, that is a risk the country cannot afford.

Parichat Suknark is a CFNT Researcher.

															



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3209459/why-food-waste-composting-may-fail



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									The next step to equality								

															

																	
										
																						
												
												[image: The next step to equality]
											
																					

									

																A heated exchange on a pageant stage has ignited a debate that extends far beyond television. What began as a disagreement over student housing for transgender undergraduates has morphed into a broader and more troubling question: Should the right to be addressed as "Miss" depend on the presence of a uterus?
The controversy erupted during the "Change Maker" round of the Miss Tiffany competition, where a contestant proposed safer and more appropriate dormitory arrangements for transgender students. Her argument was straightforward. Students whose official titles remain male are often assigned to male dormitories, where communal bathrooms and showers create discomfort and, in some cases, safety concerns. She argued that universities should not shift the burden onto students to rent private accommodation. Structural problems, after all, require structural solutions.

A judge responded by suggesting that compromise, not confrontation, was the proper path, before delivering a now-viral remark questioning whether someone without a uterus should seek the title "Miss". The comment has since drawn strong reactions from across Thai society, including prominent LGBTQ+ advocates and public figures. Critics argued that tying womanhood to reproductive organs not only diminishes transgender women but also erases cisgender women who, for medical reasons, do not have a uterus.

The intensity of the reaction reveals a legal and cultural gap that Thailand can no longer ignore. Earlier this year, Thailand took a historic step by becoming the first country in Southeast Asia to legalise marriage equality. The move was widely celebrated as evidence that Thai society had matured beyond symbolic tolerance towards substantive equality. Yet equality is not a series of isolated milestones; it is a coherent framework. When a state recognises same-sex marriage but provides no clear mechanism for transgender individuals to amend honorifics or gender markers, inconsistencies emerge. These gaps do not merely inconvenience individuals; they expose a disconnect between legal principle and daily practice.

Honorifics are not medical certificates; they are legal and social identifiers. Reducing them to proof of anatomy risks entrenching a standard that modern human rights jurisprudence has steadily moved away from. Across much of Europe and Latin America, gender recognition laws increasingly rely on self-identification rather than surgical status. This transition recognises that a modern administrative state is capable of designing clear procedures for gender recognition without compromising order or fairness.

Thailand now faces a choice. It can allow discussions about reproductive organs to dominate public discourse, framing recognition as a concession to be granted sparingly. Or it can approach the issue as the next logical step in its equality journey, one that requires legislative clarity, not viral soundbites. The dormitory dispute that triggered the controversy is itself instructive. It reflects a need for pragmatic policy responses, such as updated data collection and inclusive zoning -- that acknowledge reality rather than clinging to outdated biological gatekeeping.

Allowing the debate over honorifics to devolve into anatomical litmus tests risks undercutting the international standing Thailand gained through marriage equality. Legal categories must serve society as it exists, not as it was once imagined. Progress, once achieved, should not be allowed to stall at semantics.
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									When a white coat meets the public spotlight								

															

																In recent weeks, Thai social media has been animated by a striking image: a physician standing before the headquarters of the Medical Council, announcing her intention to relinquish her medical licence in protest at an impending disciplinary disclosure.
The gesture was theatrical. It was symbolic. Above all, it was unsettling.

Without dwelling on personalities or motives, the episode reveals a tension that has been building quietly for years -- between medicine as a profession and medicine as a marketplace.

For older generations of physicians, the idea of publicly renouncing a licence would have been almost inconceivable. A medical licence is not merely a permit to practice. It represents entry into a covenant of trust with society. It carries responsibility, accountability and, historically, restraint.

Yet we now practice in a radically altered environment. Healthcare is no longer confined to consultation rooms and hospital corridors. It operates within the attention economy. Social media amplifies voice, personality and controversy. Visibility can translate into influence, and influence into revenue.

When disciplinary processes intersect with this new media landscape, disputes that once remained within professional circles become public spectacles.

The Medical Council of Thailand has a statutory obligation to protect patients and uphold standards. Public disclosure of serious professional misconduct is intended to reinforce accountability. At the same time, disciplinary transparency must be handled with procedural fairness and proportionality. Trust depends not only on sanctioning wrongdoing but on ensuring due process.

The broader question, however, extends beyond any single controversy.

Why has the medical field become so susceptible to dramatic confrontation? One answer lies in structural incentives. Over the past three decades, Thailand has encouraged private healthcare expansion. Hospitals and clinics have grown in scale and sophistication. Some healthcare institutions are listed on the stock exchange, transforming them into investment assets.

When hospitals become publicly traded commercial commodities, a powerful logic follows: revenue growth, market share and brand differentiation become central performance indicators. Marketing budgets expand. Competitive positioning intensifies. Promotional messaging grows more assertive.

Under such conditions, it is unrealistic to expect individual physicians alone to bear the burden of restraint.

The recent public drama should therefore be viewed not merely as an individual act, but as a symptom of systemic strain.

Reform, if needed, must be comprehensive rather than reactive.

First, regulatory bodies should continue to enforce transparent and fair disciplinary procedures, clearly communicating the rationale behind public disclosures. Accountability strengthens trust -- but only when applied consistently.

Second, guidelines governing advertising and digital communication should be clarified and updated. Emphasis should be placed on factual accuracy, disclosure of conflicts of interest and avoidance of guaranteed outcomes or exaggerated claims.

Third, policymakers may wish to reflect carefully on the broader structure of healthcare financing. If hospitals are treated primarily as growth assets within capital markets, promotional intensity will follow naturally. Ethical expectations must therefore be aligned with financial architecture.

Finally, public education remains essential. Consumers must be equipped to evaluate medical claims critically. The more informed the public, the less susceptible it is to persuasive excess.

It is tempting to frame the current debate as a confrontation between regulators and doctors, or between tradition and modernity. In reality, the situation is more complex.

Medicine today stands at the intersection of professionalism, digital culture and commercial finance. Conflict is not surprising. The white coat has long symbolised trust and discretion. The spotlight symbolises visibility and influence. When the two converge, friction is inevitable.

Thailand does not need to choose between transparency and dignity, nor between innovation and integrity. But it must recognise that healthcare cannot be treated exactly like any other listed industry without consequences.

Public trust in medicine is a national asset. It should not become collateral in the contest for attention or market share. The recent spectacle may fade from headlines. The underlying questions will remain.

Dr Watcharin Ariyaprakai, MD, is a senior urologist at Bumrungrad International Hospital.
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									Global memory rally drives up PC prices at Commart

									Four-day consumer tech showcase in Bangkok sets sales target of B3 billion
								

									The global surge in memory prices has lifted computer costs in Thailand by 10-20%, while artificial intelligence (AI) server costs have climbed significantly, with some key components such as memory nearly doubling in the first quarter.
									The upward trend is expected to continue into the second quarter, with many IT projects being delayed or cancelled as vendors shorten price validity to just seven days.

The Commart Gameforce fair at Bitec Bang Na highlights the rising computer prices, though the price range is still lower than at retailshops. The event runs from March 5-8.

"Purchasing sentiment, given the war in Iran and rising memory prices, could affect sales during the four-day event," Pornchai Jantarasupasang, media and event director at ARIP, the organiser of Commart Unlimit, told the Bangkok Post at the event.

However, he remains optimistic the fair can achieve around 3 billion baht in total sales as it brings together major brands across all price segments. Retail prices at the event have risen by 3-5%, compared with the 15-25% increase in the market, said Mr Pornchai.

The average sales price of a computer at the event is 39,000 baht, he said.

Computer vendors ordered products 1-2 months in advance to stockpile inventory for the fair and ensure sufficient supply, said Mr Pornchai.

The event showcases limited-edition gaming computer brands, alongside a dedicated gaming zone. Vouchers valued between 100-1,000 baht are offered to visitors who drop their electronics at an e-waste collection area.

New trends

He said there are three IT trends this year, with the first AI-native processing chips, which enable central processing units to be designed to fully support AI capabilities, particularly for the next wave of thin and lightweight notebooks.

The second trend is notebooks featuring thin designs and multi-screen experiences. Manufacturers are introducing features such as ultra-thin designs, additional displays, greater durability, and more refined industrial design to support diverse uses.

In the gaming segment, some notebooks feature multiple displays, either integrated or detachable, providing expanded workspace and more immersive gameplay.

The third trend is tailor-made PC components with built-in AI. PC components are increasingly integrating AI capabilities to help systems manage themselves and improve user convenience.

For PC motherboards, AI is also being integrated. This includes an AI assistant that helps users easily access and optimise motherboard features.

There is also an AI cache boost, which can improve large language model (LLM) workflow performance by up to 29%, making it particularly suitable for users building PCs specifically for AI processing.

Inventory management

Somyot Chaowalit, chief executive of JIB, said the company prepared inventories 1.5 months in advance to efficiently manage prices and supply.

The price of RAM has surged from 3,500 baht to around 12,000 baht for the same capacity, reflecting the sharp rise in global memory costs since December last year.

The increasing price of RAM caused consumers to delay or freeze plans to upgrade components of their tailor-made gaming PCs, said Mr Somyot.

The prices of notebooks in inventory rose 10-15%, yet he said they remain necessary tools for people.

Mr Somyot said the price hike is expected to continue, with the average selling price of notebooks rising from 24,000 baht in December to 26,000 baht this month, and that of tailor-made computers to 36,000 baht.

In addition, JIB plans to increase its service revenue by offering on-site services for consumers and corporate users.

"We will work with interior designers and property developers to decorate gaming rooms for users in their homes. This will be our new revenue source in the future," he said.

The company is showcasing decorated gaming rooms at the fair.

JIB's first-quarter sales are expected to drop 10%, but the company is still gaining margin from its inventory, said Mr Somyot.

There are several brands of personal AI devices that cost more than 100,000 baht, which are essentially dedicated AI computers that can run LLMs locally. This is a new category with potential for users who are concerned about their data, he said.
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									Why AI cannot - and should not - replace human judges

									The limitations of large language models like ChatGPT go well beyond hallucinations, and the courtroom is no place for probabilistic guesswork
								

									HONG KONG -- Every few months, another headline announces that artificial intelligence (AI) is poised to "disrupt" the legal profession. Lawyers, we are told, will soon be replaced by algorithms.
									Judges, apparently, are next, with some recent research suggesting that machines are more "accurate" in following established legal principles than human judges.

While disruption will surely come, suggesting total replacement is imminent misconstrues what AI systems do and what our legal system and courts exist to achieve.

The starting point is this: insofar as we humans who designed AI can understand them, the large language models behind tools like ChatGPT are, at heart, pattern-completion machines. They ingest vast quantities of internet text and learn to predict, statistically, what word comes next.

Much has already been said about "hallucination": the tendency of these models to fabricate cases and conjure things out of thin air - a product of the predictive, pattern-completing nature of AI reasoning.

That problem is by now well documented and need not be rehashed at length here. It suffices to say that the issue remains unsolved. But the deeper difficulties are structural, and these deserve closer attention.

First, these systems are trained on data that inevitably encode biases present in their training corpus, including racial, socioeconomic and gender biases.

The engineering measures applied to mitigate such biases are themselves value judgements, made by technology companies with no particular mandate or doctrinal accountability. Deploying such systems in a judicial capacity would raise real questions about the privatisation of the administration of justice.

Second, legal reasoning is not mere pattern completion. Take a judge who determines a point of law - he or she does not merely retrieve the statistically most probable answer from a database of prior decisions. If that were the case, there could be no meaningful development or change of the law via judicial decisions, a core characteristic of the common law system.

Instead, the common law develops one decision at a time. While one starts by distilling the law from previous cases and applying them methodically to the facts, the result is always tested against common sense and the inherent sense of justice each human possesses.

If existing legal principles, however well established, create absurd results, this prompts the human judge to question those very principles, leading to modification and refinement, or, in extreme cases, overturning age-old authority and establishing a whole new framework of analysis.

A machine that at its core compresses and perpetuates existing patterns will find intrinsic difficulty in writing the next chapter.

Third, there are legal decisions which are intrinsically non-scientific and laden with moral judgement.

Consider sentencing, where these concerns become most acute.

Legislation and legal precedents may provide a broad framework of reference and dictate the possible range of outcomes, but the sentencing exercise also requires an assessment of culpability, remorse, and the public interest - judgements that are irreducibly human, with a heavy moral dimension.

Society's acceptance thereof rests as much on reasoning as on the fact that a person with the requisite moral character makes those judgements - and takes responsibility for making them.

None of this is to say that technology has no place in the legal system. AI tools can plainly assist with research, document review, and administration. But assisting a lawyer is a different proposition from assisting, much less replacing, a judge.

The courtroom is not a prediction engine. It is the place where human judgement meets human consequence.

It would be wrong for me to leave this topic without acknowledging the real pressures our courts face: heavy caseloads, limited resources and the demand for efficiency.

Technology may help. Limited and supervised deployment may be wise in specific scenarios. But current technology, it would seem, does not provide a solid basis for allowing a machine to replace human judges, especially when it comes to making the ultimate call.

Alexander Tang is the current deputy honorary secretary of the Hong Kong Bar Association and a civil and commercial litigator.

Legal Tales is a weekly column by senior members of the Hong Kong Bar Association presenting their perspectives on current affairs.
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									Hello, MacBook Neo

									Owning a MacBook just got more affordable
								

									Apple has introduced the all-new MacBook Neo, a laptop that retains the magic of a Mac at an amazing price, making it more accessible, wallet-wise. 
									[image: ]

The MacBook Neo starts with Apple's design, featuring a durable aluminium chassis in striking colours: Brushed, Indigo, Silver and fresh Citrus. The 13-inch Liquid Retina display brings websites, photos, videos and apps to life with high resolution, brightness and support for 1 billion colours, which I didn't know existed.

[image: ]

Powered by the A18 Pro chip, the MacBook Neo handles everyday tasks with ease, from browsing and streaming content to photo editing, creative hobbies and using AI in apps. It's up to 50% faster for everyday tasks like web browsing and up to three times faster for on-board AI processing, such as advanced photo editing.

With up to 16 hours of battery life, MacBook Neo users can get the rest of their day on a single charge. A 1080p FaceTime HD camera and dual microphones ensure users always look and sound great. And with side-firing speakers and spatial sound, the MacBook Neo also features Apple's renowned Magic Keyboard for comfortable and precise typing, while the large Multi-Touch trackpad supports natural gesture control for smooth and accurate handling.

Completing the MacBook Neo experience is macOS Tahoe, which comes with powerful apps like Messages, Pages, Calendar and Safari, and seamlessly integrates with iPhone, along with Apple Intelligence 7, and compatibility with a wide range of third-party apps.

The MacBook Neo is Apple's most accessible laptop yet and will be available in Thailand soon.
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									Apple's cheapest Mac ever lands in Thailand

									MacBook Neo could change local laptop market
								

									Apple has redrawn the entry line to its laptop range, launching the MacBook Neo as its cheapest Mac ever. The move is a direct shot across the bows of budget Windows PCs and Chromebooks, with Thailand emerging as a key battleground for younger professionals, students and first-time Mac buyers.
									Unveiled this week during Apple's March product push, the MacBook Neo starts at US$599 globally and from 19,900 baht in Thailand. It is the first time in more than a decade that Apple has rolled out a purpose-built budget Mac, rather than leaning on older models to keep prices down at the bottom end of its lineup.

[image: ]

The Neo sits below the MacBook Air and signals a notable strategic shift. Instead of Apple's familiar M-series processors, the new model is powered by the A18 Pro chip, the same silicon family used in recent iPhone Pro devices. The move allows Apple to cut costs sharply while still offering the full macOS experience and built-in Apple Intelligence features.

Apple says the A18 Pro delivers ample performance for everyday computing, including web browsing, office work, photo editing and video calls, while stretching battery life to as much as 16 hours.

The company claims the Neo can outperform many best-selling Windows laptops in its price bracket by as much as 50% in common tasks.

[image: ]

In terms of design, the MacBook Neo looks every inch a modern Mac. It features a 13-inch Liquid Retina display rated at 500 nits, wrapped in a slim aluminium body weighing 1.23 kilogrammes. In a departure from Apple's typically restrained colour choices, the Neo comes in silver, indigo, blush and citrus, signalling a clear appeal to a more youthful and casual audience.

The base version offers 8GB of unified memory and 256GB of storage, while a higher-priced variant doubles storage to 512GB and adds Touch ID. Some familiar MacBook features are absent, including a backlit keyboard, Thunderbolt ports and MagSafe charging, trade-offs that underline Apple's determination to keep the Neo affordable without eroding the appeal of the MacBook Air.

[image: ]

Connectivity is solid rather than lavish, with two USB-C ports, a 3.5mm headphone jack, WiFi 6E and Bluetooth 6. Apple has also included a 1080p FaceTime HD camera, dual microphones and side-firing speakers with Dolby Atmos support, a feature rarely seen at this end of the laptop market.

Thai tech watchers have been quick to flag the local pricing as a potential disruptor. At 19,900 baht, and lower still with education discounts, the MacBook Neo undercuts the MacBook Air by a wide margin and competes directly with popular mid-range Windows laptops sold across Thailand's shopping malls and online platforms.

[image: ]

Many Thai tech analysts say the launch is as much about ecosystem expansion as hardware sales. By lowering the cost of entry to macOS, Apple is betting that iPhone users who have never owned a Mac will be tempted by a laptop that works seamlessly with their phones, services and apps, even if it is not aimed at heavy professional workloads.

Apple is careful to position the Neo not as a replacement for the MacBook Air or Pro, but as a new front door to the Mac family. Power users will still need to look higher up the range, but for office work, study and everyday computing, the company argues there is little else that matches the Neo at this price point.

With pre-orders already under way and Thai availability expected from mid-March, the MacBook Neo looks set to become a familiar sight in cafes, classrooms and co-working spaces across the Thailand, marking a rare moment when Apple has chosen accessibility over aspiration -- and challenging rivals to keep up.
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									Sci-fi without AI: Oscar nominated 'Arco' director prefers human touch

									
								

									BEVERLY HILLS (UNITED STATES) - Oscar-nominated animated film "Arco" tells the story of a young boy in a future where humanity lives in harmony with nature, far from the robots and artificial intelligence shaping our present.
									For first-time director Ugo Bienvenu, who drew the whole film by hand, there was never any chance he would resort to using AI.

"That's why I make science fiction," the French director told AFP. "It was to say to this generation: 'Maybe there are other paths, maybe there are other things to imagine.'"

The graphic novel illustrator, 38, says he is alarmed by society's increasing dependence on artificial intelligence, which he insists is inferior to the things it is being used to replace.

"It's like wanting to saw off your own leg just because you have a great crutch," he said.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the body that will hand out the Oscars in Hollywood on March 15, last year updated its rules to say it was neutral on the technology.

"Generative Artificial Intelligence and other digital tools... neither help nor harm the chances of achieving a nomination," it said in April.

"The Academy and each branch will judge the achievement, taking into account the degree to which a human was at the heart of the creative authorship."

- 'Nobody really wants to use it' -

The move came after a furor over the use of AI in best picture contenders "The Brutalist" -- where Adrien Brody's Hungarian accent was artificially smoothed out -- and "Dune: Part Two," in which certain characters had their eye color changed.

This season, two Oscar-eligible animated shorts openly acknowledged their use of AI, but did not get a nomination.

For Bienvenu, the reliance on AI in the creative process is dangerous because it risks allowing the imagination to wither.

"If we tell ourselves that the machine will do it for us, we never make the mistakes that allow us to access our subconscious" where true creativity lies, he said.

Bienvenu, who spoke to AFP on the sidelines of the Oscars nominees luncheon in Beverly Hills last month, said many conversations at the gathering had touched on the use of AI in filmmaking -- a key sticking point in the writers' and actors' strikes that crippled Hollywood in 2023.

"Everyone is more or less on the same page," he said. "Nobody really wants to use it."

- 'Human' -

In January, more than 800 creatives, including actresses Scarlett Johansson and Cate Blanchett, as well as director Guillermo Del Toro, published an open letter accusing AI giants of "theft."

The Mexican filmmaker, whose "Frankenstein" is competing this year for the best picture Oscar, in 2022 said animation created by AI is an "insult to life itself."

Bienvenu shares that alarm.

"The real danger is that we... become weaker intellectually," he says.

"It's not about protecting our jobs, it's about what makes us human."

"Fiction is about sharing experiences," he says -- a process that helps us to be "emotionally prepared when something serious happens to us in life, so we don't fall apart."

Too much of modern life is dominated by machines that can only regurgitate what has come before, says Bienvenu.

"Today, there are people who wear clothes made by robots, and eat food made by robots -- basically, they're the poor," he said.

"And now, this same group will be consuming fiction made by robots."

The massive companies that make AI do not pay the true cost of their product, Bienvenu says, and something must be done to level the playing field.

He suggests levying a tax on the huge volumes of water used by companies to cool their server farms, an amount one study published in December found exceeded the volume of bottled water consumed around the planet every year.

"AI isn't free," says Bienvenu.

"It has physical repercussions and impacts on our subconscious."
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									New movies out this week: March 5-11

									'The Bride!' is the fourth film that the Gyllenhaal siblings work together
								

									Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Sawt Hind Rajab (The Voice Of Hind Rajab)

Directed by Kaouther Ben Hania.

Who's in it?

Saja Kilani, Motaz Malhees and Amer Hlehel.

What's it about? 

Red Crescent volunteers receive an emergency call. A six-year-old girl is trapped in a car under IDF fire in Gaza, pleading for rescue. While trying to keep her on the line, they do everything they can to get an ambulance to her.

Why watch it? 

Hind Rajab doesn't appear in the film, only the recording of her real phone call to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society (Palestine's emergency service) is featured in it. Director Hania said she decided not to have an actress portraying Rajab out of respect. She also had the support of Rajab's mother to make the film.

[image: ]

Hoppers

Directed by Daniel Chong.

Who's in it?

Piper Curda, Bobby Moynihan and Jon Hamm.

What's it about? 

A 19-year-old animal lover uses technology that places her consciousness into a robotic beaver to uncover mysteries within the animal world beyond her imagination.

Why watch it? 

Chong's first involvement in something related to Pixar that's a feature length film, after having previously worked on TV specials.

[image: ]

The Bride!

Directed by Maggie Gyllenhaal.

Who's in it?

Jessie Buckley, Jake Gyllenhaal and Christian Bale.

What's it about? 

In 1930s Chicago, Frankenstein asks Dr. Euphronius to help create a companion. They give life to a murdered woman as the Bride, sparking romance, police interest and radical social change.

Why watch it? 

The film contains some visual homages to Fritz Lang's "Metropolis" (1927). Brigitte Helm ("Maria") was an inspiration for "The Bride" and had been considered by James Whale for the part in "The Bride Of Frankenstein" (1935), but she turned it down.

[image: ]

Enhypen [Walk The Line Summer Edition] In Cinemas

Directed by Yoon-Dong Oh and Jaeseok Park.

Who's in it? 

Enhypen, Lee Heeseung and Yang Jungwon.

What's it about? 

Follow Enhypen's journey from debut to million-seller artists, record-breaking Tokyo Dome show, 2025 grand prize win and Coachella stage.

[image: ]

If I Had Legs I'd Kick You

Directed by Mary Bronstein.

Who's in it?

Rose Byrne, Conan O'Brien and Danielle Macdonald.

What's it about? 

While trying to manage her own life and career, a woman on the verge of a breakdown must cope with her daughter's illness, an absent husband, a missing person, and an unusual relationship with her therapist.

Why watch it?

The hamster scene was inspired by a real incident involving director Mary Bronstein's child, which she later adapted and heightened for the film.
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									Composer Bruce Gaston honoured at BACC

									
								

									To commemorate the life and legacy of Bruce Gaston, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre is hosting "The Octave Zero: 80 Years Of Bruce Gaston, The Melodies Of Fong Naam", which kicks off today and runs until March 15, at its Studio on the 4th floor.
									Held in collaboration with the Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music, the Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture, Goethe-Institut and the Fong Naam Ensemble, the exhibition is a comprehensive exploration on the biography and creative output of Gaston, a key figure who created a musical and cultural phenomena in the history of contemporary Thai music.

As an American, he transcended the boundaries of language and ethnicity to assimilate and contribute to Thailand's musical heritage. He was not only an accomplished musician and composer, but also a cornerstone in propelling Thai music to the world stage with international standards.

His life journey is a remarkable story of devotion, learning, humility and artistic courage. His work did not merely adapt Thai music for global audiences; rather, it expanded the philosophical and structural possibilities of sound itself.

His legacy continues to inspire generations of composers, performers, scholars and cultural practitioners in Thailand and beyond.

On exhibit are rare photographs, original manuscripts, annotated scores, archival audio recordings and key instruments from his personal practice. Visitors will gain rare insight into the intellectual and artistic frameworks that shaped his groundbreaking contributions.

The opening ceremony is tomorrow at 5pm, featuring a special discourse and a traditional music performance. There will also be a series of public activities designed to foster dialogue and creative exchange on Saturdays and Sundays throughout the exhibition period. The programme includes an interactive workshop on all four days from 1pm to 2.30pm. Each session invites participants to listen, analyse, interpret and decode the compositional logic and philosophical approaches embedded in Gaston's works. They will explore how his thinking transcended the divisions between Thai music, Western musical systems, and broader contemporary human expression.

After the workshops, there will be panel discussions offering intergenerational dialogues in music, art and culture, from 3.30pm to 5pm. By revisiting Gaston's visionary ideas, the panel examines their relevance in a modern context. Featured panellists include Dnu Hantrakul, Jiraphan Angsavananda, Hicky Eikelmann and Janaprakal Chandruang.

Other highlights are three concerts -- "Homage To The Octave Zero: The Sonic Legacy Of Fong Naam" on Friday; "The Next Zero Contribution To Bruce Gaston" on March 14; and "FlowWell Farwell" on March 15, all starting at 6pm; as well as a special performance of Krao Nai (Chasing The Chicken) by Pichet Klunchuen Company on Sunday also at 6pm.

Exclusively on March 11 and 13 at 5pm, there will be "Happy Bruce Day Improvisation" and the "Great Day: Honoring Marian Anderson" concert performed by Kit Young (piano) and Angela Powell Walker (soprano), respectively.

There is no admission fee. Visit bacc.or.th.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3210230/composer-bruce-gaston-honoured-at-bacc



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Fragments combine at RCB art show

									
								

									Eight contemporary artists will offer their distinct perspectives on the present moment through their individual artistic languages during "Fragments Of Now", which will kick off on Saturday and run until March 29, at Number 1 Gallery, River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
									The exhibition approaches the present not as a unified narrative, but as a constellation of fragments -- partial, shifting and often unresolved reflections of contemporary experience.

The artworks encompass a wide range of expressions including symbolic and imaginative imagery, references to mythology, explorations of the human figure, memory, emotion and inner psychological states.

Each work captures a fragment of the "now", shaped by personal experience and subjective interpretation. When encountered collectively, these fragments form a shared landscape of the present -- one marked by complexity, uncertainty and multiplicity.

The exhibition does not seek to present a complete or authoritative image of contemporary life.

Instead, it embraces incompleteness as a defining condition of the present. Viewers are invited to move through the show, assembling their own understanding through moments of recognition, dissonance and reflection, as meaning emerges from the interplay between artworks and personal perception.

This group show positions contemporary art as a space for both observation and inquiry. It suggests that the present is not something fully grasped or fixed, but something continuously constructed through fragments -- each revealing a glimpse of the time we inhabit and the ways in which we experience it.

Participating artists are Kowit Wattanarach, Arnont Lertpullpol, Verapong Sritrakulkitjakarn, Thunchanok Plakulsantikorn, Manut Lao-on, Thanarat Thongsima, Pongputhan Thamdee and Tunchanok Tanasoontron.

The opening reception is on Saturday at 5pm. The exhibition is open for viewing daily from noon to 7pm, except Monday.

Visit number1gallery.com.
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									Feed, milling tech expo lands at Bitec

									
								

									Industry professionals are invited to the Victam Asia & Grapas Asia 2026 expo, which will take place at Bitec Hall 100-102, Banga Na-Trat Road, from March 10 to 12.
									This is the premier international trade exhibition for feed technology, rice milling, flour milling and grain processing solutions. Each day will spotlight a dedicated industry segment, enabling visitors to explore technologies tailored to their business needs.

"Feed Milling Focus" on March 10 is for grinding and drying technologies to enhance feed production efficiency; "Flour & Rice Milling Focus" on March 11 presents advanced solutions to improve precision, quality and output in rice milling, flour milling and grain processing; while "Pet & Aqua Feed Focus" on March 12 offers cutting-edge technologies and solutions to elevate production standards for modern pet food and aquafeed.

Highlights include live machinery demonstrations covering feed production systems, flour milling, rice milling and raw material handling; and technical seminars for leading global brands to present innovations in automation, energy-saving technologies, efficiency improvement, cost reduction and sustainable production solutions.

Besides conferences by renowned speakers from leading industry associations, there will be a business matching programme designed to connect entrepreneurs, buyers, distributors and industry experts, fostering partnerships and expanding commercial opportunities.

The exhibition will be co-located with VIV Health & Nutrition Asia 2026 and Horti & Agri Asia 2026, creating a comprehensive platform that connects the feed, livestock health, agriculture and grain processing industries under one roof.

Visit victamasia.com and grapas-asia.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: March 4-10

									17 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, Prime Video and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

The Hunt

Premieres on March 4

Franck and his longtime friends enjoy spending their weekends hunting together, but one Sunday, they come across another group of hunters who start targeting them without explanation. When one of their party is shot, Franck's friends strike back, sending an attacker to the ground. Barely managing to escape, the four friends keep the event a secret. Franck tries to go back to his life as usual alongside his wife Krystel, but in the next few days, he starts to feel like he and his friends are being watched, or worse, tracked by hunters who are now hell-bent on revenge.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Young Sherlock

Premieres on March 4

An irreverent, action-packed mystery that charts the legendary origin story of the world's greatest detective. When a charismatic, youthfully defiant Sherlock Holmes meets none other than James Moriarty he finds himself dragged into a murder investigation that threatens his liberty. Sherlock's first ever case unravels a globe-trotting conspiracy, leading to an explosive showdown that alters the course of his life forever. Unfolding in a vibrant Victorian England and adventuring abroad, the series will expose the early antics of the anarchic adolescent who is yet to evolve into Baker Street's most renowned resident.



HBO / HBO MAX

[image: ]

The Naked Gun

Premieres on March 6

Following in his father's footsteps, a detective works to solve a murder case and save his police department from closure.

[image: ]

Prime Minister

Premieres on March 8

Chronicling Jacinda Ardern's tenure as New Zealand PM, navigating crises while redefining global leadership through her empathetic yet resolute approach.

[image: ]

Rooster

Premieres on March 9 

A comedy revolving around an author's intricate bond with his daughter, set against the backdrop of a college campus.



DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Bigfoot Took Her

Premieres on March 5 

Investigator of the unexplained Jessica Chobot, along with law enforcement official Robert Collier, take a fresh look at one of the most bizarre unsolved missing persons cases in modern history, the disappearance of teenager Theresa Bier.



TLC

[image: ]

90 Day Fiance: The Other Way: Season 7

Premieres on March 6 

Americans move to a foreign country all in the name of love. Will uprooting their lives in the United States pay off, or will they be packing up and moving back to America brokenhearted?



NETFLIX

[image: ]

My Boo 2

Premieres on March 4

Using his new ability to time-travel, a man visits different eras in search of past incarnations of his lover -- the ghost haunting his modern-day home.

[image: ]

Vladimir

Premieres on March 5

When an English professor becomes obsessed with a handsome new colleague, her already complicated marriage and career are thrown into total chaos.

[image: ]

Boyfriend On Demand

Premieres on March 6

Seo Mi-rae is worn out by work. Love? It's the last thing on her mind. But a virtual dating service sparks feelings -- and maybe a real shot at romance. 

[image: ]

Pinanong

Premieres on March 6

Awaiting the return of her first love, the arrival of a dangerous stranger tests the loyalty and quiet life of Pinanong, a dutiful farmhand. 

[image: ]

War Machine

Premieres on March 6

During the final stage of US Army Ranger selection, an elite team's training exercise turns into a fight for survival against an unimaginable threat. 

[image: ]

The Dinosaurs

Premieres on March 6

From the first dinosaurs to the last, this epic documentary series examines their 165 million years on Earth and the forces that shaped their evolution.

[image: ]

Girl From Nowhere: The Reset

Premieres on March 7

In a new universe, the mysterious Nanno poses as a transfer student, exposing cruelty by turning power, guilt and desire against those who abuse them.

[image: ]

Sesame Street: Volume 2

Premieres on March 9

Magical dragons, flying bikes and more! The fun-loving Sesame Street friends grow caring hearts and curious minds while embracing their imaginations.

[image: ]

One Piece: Season 2

Premieres on March 10

Luffy and the Straw Hat Pirates set sail for the legendary Grand Line, encountering wondrous new lands and fresh dangers in their quest for treasure. 

[image: ]

The Man In The High Castle: Season 1-4

Premieres on March 10

In a world where Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan won WWII and control the US, a woman sees a film showing a different reality, inspiring her to resist.
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