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      Biting the hand that feeds IT -- Enterprise Technology News and Analysis


      
        You can power a G-Wiz EV with 500 vapes, and this YouTuber proved it
        Brandon Vigliarolo

        You made a time machine vapemobile ... out of a Delorean G-Wiz? The world would be a better place if all of us were as willing to upcycle as aggressively as YouTuber Chris Doel, who has demonstrated that batteries from 500 disposable vapes can actually power one of the UK's most famous electric vehicles. ...

      

      
        Document Foundation urges EU to ditch Excel lock-in for cybersecurity law consultation
        Carly Page

        LibreOffice steward says Commish undermines its own standards by asking for feedback via Excel spreadsheet The Document Foundation has taken a swipe at the European Commission over its consultation on guidance for the EU's Cyber Resilience Act - because the feedback template is only available as a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet....

      

      
        Congress puts the ISS on life support until 2032, orders Moon base plan
        Richard Speed

        Authorization Act seeks to keep lights on until commercial stations are ready The NASA Authorization Act of 2026 has been approved, and alongside a directive for NASA to establish a permanent Moon base, the legislation includes language extending the International Space Station to 2032....

      

      
        Office EU waves sovereignty flag with a familiar stack under the bonnet
        Liam Proven

        Euro productivity suite appears to be hosted Nextcloud and Collabora Online In the battle of the online office suites, a new contender has entered the ring... but under the wrestler's mask, we think there may be a familiar face....

      

      
        Trump administration spoiling for a fight over global satellite regulations
        Dan Robinson

        FCC not pleased about EU space tech reqs to enter Common market, among other things Updated  The US government is consulting with the telecoms industry about "reciprocity" in satellite services, in a move that could see another dispute erupt with the European Union over regulations....

      

      
        npmx package browser released as alpha to fix pain of using npmjs
        Tim Anderson

        Project initiated by Nuxt lead Daniel Roe attracts wide support thanks to multiple issues with the official interface A new browser for the npm registry has launched in alpha, following grassroots demand for an alternative to the official npmjs.com interface....

      

      
        Microsoft Copilot to hijack your browser... for your own convenience
        Richard Speed

        Embeds Edge into AI assistant, ignores questions about opt-in Microsoft is rolling out a Copilot update to Windows Insiders that embeds web browsing directly into the assistant, opening links in a side panel rather than launching your default browser.... 

      

      
        UK watchdog eyes Meta's smart glasses after workers say they 'see everything'
        Carly Page

        Contractors tasked with improving AI reportedly had access to intimate footage captured through wearables Britain's privacy watchdog is asking questions about Meta's AI-powered smart glasses after reports that human contractors reviewing recordings from the devices were exposed to extremely private moments captured by unsuspecting users....

      

      
        Solar superstorm gave ESA's Mars orbiters a handy science opportunity
        Richard Speed

        Veteran spacecraft overcome computer glitches as atmosphere 'flooded by electrons' Almost two years ago, a solar storm hit Earth, triggering auroras that were seen as far south as Mexico. The storm also reached Mars and was detected by a pair of ESA spacecraft, Mars Express and ExoMars Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO)....

      

      
        CERN sends AI-trained robot mice scurrying through LHC beam pipes
        Dan Robinson

        Bots hunt deformed RF contacts inside the collider's 27 km vacuum tubes Updated  The UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA) and CERN have jointly developed a "mouse-sized robot" to inspect parts of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) that are out of reach to humans....

      

      
        MoJ puts Prisoner Telephony Service replacement on hold yet again
        SA Mathieson

        Project dialed back, BT asked to keep current system for another 54 months The UK Ministry of Justice (MoJ) will pay telco BT PS94.6 million plus VAT to keep its in-cell Prisoner Telephony Service (PTS) going for another 54 months after repeatedly pushing back procurement of its replacement.... 

      

      
        UK still doodling digital pound while Brussels frets over payment sovereignty
        Lindsay Clark

        Geopolitical tensions turn up the pressure for European legislators The UK is still in the design phase of digital currency as the EU comes under political pressure to accelerate the development of a digital euro to bolster the bloc's sovereignty and resilience....

      

      
        Supposedly big-brained execs are outsourcing decisionmaking to AI
        Thomas Claburn

        Survey of UK bosses find 62 percent of bosses rely on LLMs for help Most business leaders in the United Kingdom appear to have outsourced a lot of their decisionmaking to machine learning models, according to a survey of 200 suits published by data streaming tools vendor Confluent. /p>...

      

      
        Google embraces third party app stores and payments to put Epic Games case behind it
        Simon Sharwood

        Lower app store fees are on the way, plus an on-ramp for third party digital bazaars Google has spelled out changes it will make to the fees it charges developers who use its app store and payment services, and says they represent the end of its long legal battle with Epic Games....

      

      
        Broadcom says AI companies can't make their own silicon any time soon
        Simon Sharwood

        Offers booming customer accelerator biz as evidence, while VMware props up its software business Broadcom will soon deploy multiple gigawatts worth of custom accelerators at Meta, OpenAI, and Anthropic, a feat it says shows AI companies and hyperscalers can't successfully develop and deploy their own silicon any time soon....

      

      
        Intel numbers boss swears big Foundry wins are coming soon
        Tobias Mann

        Meanwhile Chipzilla's 18A process tech could see external deployment after all Intel's Foundry division is near to sealing a deal for its advanced packaging technology that would contribute billions of dollars a year to the struggling chipmaker, CFO David Zinsner said on Wednesday.... 

      

      
        'Hundreds' of Iranian hacking attempts have hit surveillance cameras since the missile strikes
        Jessica Lyons

        Attack infrastructure attributed to 'several Iran-nexus threat actors' Multiple Iranian hacking crews have been targeting internet-connected surveillance cameras across Israel and other Middle Eastern countries since the war started on February 28, according to Check Point security researchers. ...

      

      
        Malware-laced OpenClaw installers get Bing AI search boost
        Jessica Lyons

        Think before you download OpenClaw, the AI agent that can manage just about anything, is risky all by itself, but now fake installers for it are wreaking havoc. Users who searched Bing's AI results for "OpenClaw Windows" were directed to a malicious GitHub repository that delivered information stealers and GhostSocks onto their machines....

      

      
        HR may have to cajole and soothe reluctant employees to get them to use AI
        Thomas Claburn

        Employees need guidance and support if companies really want to commit to AI adoption If you buy AI, employees will come and take a look, but they won't necessarily change the way they work. For that, you may have to get human resources involved....

      

      
        Apple's budget-friendly MacBook Neo is bursting with color and compromise
        Tobias Mann

        Cupertino grabs an aging A18 Pro from parts bin to power its latest attempt at an entry-level MacBook You'll soon be able to get a MacBook that's cheaper than many budget PCs. Apple on Wednesday unveiled the MacBook Neo, a $599 exercise in cost cutting powered by the same silicon as an iPhone 16 Pro....

      

      
        AI doctor's assistant is easily swayed to change prescriptions, give bad medical advice
        Brandon Vigliarolo

        Spread false medical info, supersize drug orders, and more! A healthcare AI with the power to manage prescriptions is rather open to mind-altering suggestions, according to security experts. ... 

      

      
        Users fume at Outlook.com email 'carnage'
        Richard Speed

        Email flow slowed or stopped by mysterious forces at Microsoft Microsoft spent last week rejecting emails to Outlook recipients after what appears to be either a fault or overzealous blocking rules....

      

      
        One vendor doesn't mind high RAM prices: VMware
        Simon Sharwood

        Memory tiering and pooled memory are having a moment because they offer the chance to use less RAM The high price of memory and solid-state storage has almost everyone worried - but not VMware, because the most innovative new feature in the Cloud Foundation 9 (VCF 9) private cloud suite it launched last year is memory tiering tech that allows offload of data from RAM to NVMe drives....

      

      
        OpenAI says its latest model is less likely to beat around the bush
        Thomas Claburn

        The AI giant is also trying to walk back some terms of its deal with the Defense Department OpenAI says GPT-5.3 Instant, the latest addition to its GPT-5.3 family of models, is less inclined to moralize....
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        Original URL: https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/05/vape_powered_gwiz_ev/
    

    You can power a G-Wiz EV with 500 vapes, and this YouTuber proved it

    
You made a time machine vapemobile ... out of a Delorean G-Wiz?    


    
        By 
Brandon Vigliarolo        
    

    
        Posted in Offbeat,
        
            5th March 2026 18:00 GMT
        
    


    
The world would be a better place if all of us were as willing to upcycle as aggressively as YouTuber Chris Doel, who has demonstrated that batteries from 500 disposable vapes can actually power one of the UK's most famous electric vehicles. 
Doel moonlights as a software and electronics engineer at Jaguar Land Rover when not undertaking wild engineering experiments for internet views - like building a 50-volt, 500-vape battery stack that's able to power his house. For this project, he knew he'd need a fairly compact EV that doesn't suck up too much battery power too fast.
Enter the Reva G-Wiz. 

  Youtube Video

UK residents and avid Top Gear watchers are likely familiar with the oft-maligned early 2000's micro EV. It was infamous for being incredibly small, slow, and exempt from a number of regulations because it was classified as a heavy quadricycle instead of an actual automobile, meaning safety was a bit of an afterthought.
The Reva G-Wiz may be one of the worst vehicles ever made, but it's a perfect candidate for trial by 500-vape battery. Because it comes from an era when EVs didn't really have much in the way of computerized safety features, it was easy for Doel to replace the old-fashioned commercially made lead acid batteries with his homemade vape stack. 
Because it's ridiculously small, he expected the G-Wiz would also support the meager 50V available from the Vape stack - as Doel himself points out in the video, the G-Wiz only had a 48V battery pack to begin with.
A bit of tinkering later, and Doel had himself a working vapemobile. 
Put that garbage back to work
In both the vapemobile video and his previous story about the 500-vape stack being used to power his home, Doel has come out publicly against the scourge of disposable nicotine vaporizers and the mountains of trash they've created. The UK banned disposable vapes in 2025 to stop nicotine use in children and reduce piles of recyclable garbage. In countries like the US, where disposable vapes are still legal, nearly half a million end up in the trash daily. 


	Dead batteries cough up lithium after a bath in CO2 and water, boffins say


	Engineer turned a vape into a web server


	UN: E-waste is growing 5x faster than it can be recycled


	Battery trade war hits booming datacenter industry


In other words, Doel doesn't just want to prove that he can use these "disposable" batteries to power an EV - he wanted to prove they were enough to keep it running, and he did, getting 18 miles out of the thing before the batteries finally gave out on him.
Okay, he was nowhere near close to matching the blistering top speeds of an original G-Wiz (50MPH), with the system safety-limited to around 35MPH to prevent overtaxing the battery pack, but Doel managed to take his vapemobile to a fast-food drive through, the store, and then most of the way back home before it gave out on him - pretty good for a homemade rig of salvaged vape batteries.
"We all need a big think as to what we actually classify as waste, because sadly planned obsolescence is becoming more and more common," Doel said at the end of the video. 
It's not clear what state the battery rig was in once the car was towed home, or if Doel has managed to get it running again, either in the car or as a home battery system. He didn't respond right away to questions for this story, but we'll update it if he does. (r)
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        Original URL: https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/05/document_foundation_excel/
    

    Document Foundation urges EU to ditch Excel lock-in for cybersecurity law consultation

    
LibreOffice steward says Commish undermines its own standards by asking for feedback via Excel spreadsheet    


    
        By 
Carly Page        
    

    
        Posted in Public Sector,
        
            5th March 2026 17:50 GMT
        
    


    
The Document Foundation has taken a swipe at the European Commission over its consultation on guidance for the EU's Cyber Resilience Act - because the feedback template is only available as a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.
The nonprofit behind LibreOffice says the Commission's request for stakeholder input, published this week, requires responses to be submitted using a template available only as an .xlsx spreadsheet, a format that is controlled by Microsoft and typically edited using Excel or compatible tools.
For an institution that has spent years promoting open standards, digital sovereignty, and reduced reliance on proprietary technology, that choice sends the wrong signal, the foundation argues.
In a blog post and open letter, the group says the approach creates what it calls a "structural bias" in the consultation process. Anyone wishing to provide structured feedback on the CRA guidance must use a format tied to a single vendor's ecosystem, which risks disadvantaging organizations that operate entirely on open source tools or open document standards, it adds. 
"Requiring participants to use this format as the sole vehicle for structured data entry effectively conditions participation in a public consultation on the availability or willingness to use software produced by a single supplier," the letter reads.
The Foundation says the Commission could easily provide the same template in an open format alongside the proprietary one - most obviously the Open Document Format (.ods), an ISO-standard used by LibreOffice and other open source office suites.
This matters, the Foundation says, because the consultation process is supposed to be open to citizens, public bodies, and organizations across Europe, including those that have deliberately adopted open source software in line with EU policy recommendations.
Brussels has repeatedly pushed those very ideas. EU guidance has long nudged public bodies toward open standards and away from vendor lock-in, and the bloc's open source strategy is meant to cut reliance on proprietary platforms. Even the Cyber Resilience Act itself is framed around reducing the risks of opaque technology stacks.


	LibreOffice adds voice to 'ditch Windows for Linux' campaign


	Farewell WordPad, we hardly knew ye


	BOFH: Darn Windows 7. It's totally why we need a PS1k graphics card for a business computer


	A certain millennial turned 30 recently: Welcome to middle age, Microsoft Excel v2


The Document Foundation says asking stakeholders to comment on CRA guidance using a proprietary spreadsheet format undermines the message.
"The Commission's credibility on digital sovereignty, open standards, and vendor-independent infrastructure is undermined ... each time its own processes rely exclusively on proprietary formats," the group writes.
The Foundation is now urging other free and open source software projects and advocates to sign a joint letter asking the Commission to provide consultation templates in both proprietary and open formats going forward, or ideally supplement them with a web-based form.
The group's fix is straightforward enough: release the template in both .xlsx and ODF and let people choose what works. If Brussels can't manage that, its crusade against vendor lock-in may end up derailed by a spreadsheet. (r)
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    Congress puts the ISS on life support until 2032, orders Moon base plan

    
Authorization Act seeks to keep lights on until commercial stations are ready    


    
        By 
Richard Speed        
    

    
        Posted in Science,
        
            5th March 2026 15:55 GMT
        
    


    
The NASA Authorization Act of 2026 has been approved, and alongside a directive for NASA to establish a permanent Moon base, the legislation includes language extending the International Space Station to 2032.
The ISS project was set to end in 2030. In 2024, NASA awarded a contract to Elon Musk's SpaceX to build a tug to de-orbit the outpost by 2030, assuming it lasts that long. By then the complex's first module will have been in orbit for more than 30 years, and cracks have plagued the structure alongside hardware failures as the laboratory ages. One space agency insider observed that "it's on its last legs."
Then again, in a 2024 interview with The Register, ESA astronaut Andreas Mogensen said of the ISS: "I wouldn't be surprised if we extended it a few years."


	NASA safety watchdog says it's time to rethink Moon landing


	Smartphones cleared for launch as NASA loosens the rulebook


	Stash or splash? Lawmakers ask NASA to find alternatives for International Space Station


	ISS stint ends early as NASA aborts Crew-11 over crew illness


NASA is to begin soliciting proposals for two commercial space stations immediately (Axiom Space and Vast spring to mind), but, mindful of a potential gap, lawmakers have also directed the agency to keep the ISS running for a few more years - certainly until at least one commercial station is launched and capable of taking over ISS operations.
The Authorization Act further cements Congress's rejection of the dramatic cuts to NASA's budget proposed in 2025. Programs such as the Chandra X-ray Observatory are saved, although the Mars Sample Return mission, as originally envisaged, remains effectively cancelled. The act instead calls on NASA to consider alternative, lower-cost sample return methods.
While the language surrounding the proposed Moon base evokes the Apollo-era space race, extending the ISS represents a major change of policy and concerns hardware that exists now. It also concerns maintaining a human presence in low Earth orbit, while there remains precious little detail about the Gateway station planned for lunar operations. (r)
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    Office EU waves sovereignty flag with a familiar stack under the bonnet

    
Euro productivity suite appears to be hosted Nextcloud and Collabora Online    


    
        By 
Liam Proven        
    

    
        Posted in Software,
        
            5th March 2026 14:43 GMT
        
    


    
In the battle of the online office suites, a new contender has entered the ring... but under the wrestler's mask, we think there may be a familiar face.
Office EU runs its digital-sovereignty flag up the pole boldly:


Office EU is a complete cloud-based office suite (like Microsoft 365 or Google Workspace) that is 100 percent European-owned and runs entirely on European infrastructure.


Office EU says it's a Dutch company, based in The Hague in the Netherlands, but the privacy policy [PDF] tells us that the company behind it is EUfforic Europe BV, registered in November 2025. As that URL hints, the website appears to be hosted in a Hetzner datacenter in Helsinki - but then, Hetzner is pretty big.
That all sounds like good stuff. Last month, we reported from the Open Source Policy Summit, where digital sovereignty is a much more immediate concern than it was when we last attended the event in 2023.
The Office EU website also has a little more technological detail:


What is Office EU?


Office EU is a European productivity suite for files, email, calendars, documents and calls, built on Nextcloud Hub. It brings Files, Talk, Groupware and Office together in one platform.


The answer links to the Nextcloud homepage, rather than to the specific Nextcloud Hub product page. That gives us a clue, but as we dug into it a little further, we found that things were not as clear as they first seemed.
When the company launched Nextcloud Hub in 2020, it said that it offered:


ONLYOFFICE - Built in ONLYOFFICE makes collaborative editing of Microsoft Office documents accessible to everyone


Now, though, the Nextcloud Hub page links to a different integrated office suite, called Nextcloud Office. There, the description says:


Nextcloud Office is built together with Collabora Productivity.


Collabora Productivity is the subsidiary of Collabora, which develops Collabora Online - the LibreOffice-based suite we wrote about earlier this week when we covered The Document Foundation's decision to restart work on LibreOffice Online. (Indeed, after that article was published, The Document Foundation's Paolo Vecchi contacted The Reg FOSS desk and asked us to clarify this point - which is partly why we are spelling this out.)


	Gram: Zed, but with AI and chat features removed


	BunsenLabs Carbon keeps the CrunchBang flame alive with Debian 13


	Stop macOS 26 nagging with one tiny policy tweak


	Firefox 149 beta develops a split personality


As far as we can tell, in January 2020, Nextcloud 18.0.0 integrated OnlyOffice as its office suite. Six months later, the following major release, Nextcloud 19.0.0, in June, the integrated office suite changed:


Talk 9 with built-in office document editing courtesy of Collabora, a grid view & more


The release announcement only mentions the Talk module, but it links to Collabora Online's announcement, which goes further:


The immediate availability of Collabora Online as the default collaboration and office app in Nextcloud Hub starting from today's released Nextcloud 19


The Nextcloud Office page talks about Collabora Online, but Nextcloud also has a separate page on using OnlyOffice with Nextcloud. It seems that OnlyOffice is still an option, and still works. What's more, on July 15, 2025, Nextcloud signed a deal with Thinkfree, and Thinkfree Office is an option too. As it happens, we mentioned ThinkFree Office the very next day, in a story that LibreOffice dropped support for Windows 7 and 8.x.
For now, though, it looks to us like this new European online workspace is a hosted instance of Nextcloud with Nextcloud Hub, and that implies that it's using Collabora Online as its office suite.
None of that is a bad thing. It's not only perfectly possible to host this sort of setup yourself, it's also a good idea. However, organizations looking to get their data and tools away from providers in the US and bring it inside the EU, in a hurry, may well lack the people and skills to do this. The more companies ready to help and make this easier, the better.
The Register asked Office EU and Nextcloud for comment and will update if we hear back. (r)
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    Trump administration spoiling for a fight over global satellite regulations

    
FCC not pleased about EU space tech reqs to enter Common market, among other things    


    
        By 
Dan Robinson        
    

    
        Posted in Networks,
        
            5th March 2026 14:25 GMT
        
    


    
Updated The US government is consulting with the telecoms industry about "reciprocity" in satellite services, in a move that could see another dispute erupt with the European Union over regulations.
America's telecoms regulator, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), this week issued a consultation [PDF] asking for industry feedback on the state of international reciprocity in satellite services.
Washington believes other countries are putting in place barriers to block US satellite businesses from accessing their markets by imposing "unacceptable regulatory burdens" on them. The implication is that the US should mirror any such actions.
FCC chair Brendan Carr said as much in an interview with Politico, where he specifically took aim at the EU, saying: "We just want to make sure that every satellite operator gets a fair shake in Europe." He said the US will not hesitate to push European satellite firms out of the American market if it this is not the case.
The consultation document lists the draft EU Space Act, which proposes a harmonized framework for space activities across the region, and the Digital Networks Act (DNA) which seeks to do the same for telecoms, as key causes for concern.
With the Space Act, the FCC says the US expressed its concern that measures in the proposed legislation would foist "unacceptable regulatory burdens on US providers of space services to European customers," though does not specify what these are.
Concerns relate to harmonized EU-wide authorizations for satellite spectrum use, and whether these would necessitate wholesale re-licensing of US systems operating in Europe.
The European Commission did not respond to a request for comment. Henna Virkkunen, the EVP for Tech Sovereignty, Security and Democracy, told Politico the proposals were aimed at ensuring a level playing field.
The US already legislates in favor of domestic industry well beyond satellites - the Buy American Act requires federal agencies to prioritize US-made goods, while the Berry Amendment mandates Pentagon preference for domestic equipment.
The EU isn't the FCC's only concern. The consultation document singles out the UK as the leading foreign holder of US market licenses, while noting that some 75 percent of the UK Space Agency's budget (around $603 million) flows to European Space Agency procurement that bars US companies.


	EU's Digital Networks Act sets telcos squabbling before the ink is dry


	Will 2025 be the year satellite-to-smartphone services truly take off?


	EU plan to make big tech pay 'fair share' of telco fees reportedly weeks away


	SpaceX, T-Mobile US phone service will interfere with ours, claims rival


We asked the British government's Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT) if it was concerned that the consultation might impact on the thriving UK satellite sector, and will update if we get an answer.
Others criticized by the draft doc include Brazil, where the FCC claims foreign operators are required to pay higher annual fees for landing rights (ie, license to connect to ground stations) than Brazilian operators. In the Arab states making up the Gulf Cooperation Council, telecoms licenses are typically limited to locally registered entities, it states.
"In light of these growing competitive and economic disadvantages, and potential barriers to US satellite operators participating in foreign markets, we invite comment on the current state and expected evolution of satellite market access reciprocity in foreign countries," the consultation document says.
The FCC is inviting interested parties to file comments that will help to shape its future policy position by April 1, 2026. (r)
Updated to add at 1653 UTC, March 5:
A DSIT spokesperson told us: "The UK and US continue to enjoy a positive relationship on space-related issues, with close cooperation on security, regulatory and commercial matters."
Quite.
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    npmx package browser released as alpha to fix pain of using npmjs

    
Project initiated by Nuxt lead Daniel Roe attracts wide support thanks to multiple issues with the official interface    


    
        By 
Tim Anderson        
    

    
        Posted in Software,
        
            5th March 2026 13:46 GMT
        
    


    
A new browser for the npm registry has launched in alpha, following grassroots demand for an alternative to the official npmjs.com interface.
[image: The npmx package browser is more informative and usable than the official npmjs]
The npmx package browser is more informative and usable than the official npmjs - Click to enlarge


The open source project was started by Daniel Roe, who leads the Nuxt project team at Vercel, with the first code published in late January. Roe also started a thread on Bluesky about frustrations with npmjs, to which the responses indicated a high level of dissatisfaction.
Many complaints focused on the publishing process - a user commented that "I've published one package to npm and no other experience in tech has made me feel more scared and stupid" - but since npmx is only an alternative browser for the existing npmjs registry, it does not address this.
Other comments, though, are in scope. For example, npmjs has a code tab (marked beta) that allows browsing the package code, but it does not support browser history so the back button does not work as expected.
Other issues mentioned were no dark mode; stars awarded by users not displayed anywhere; poor display of dependencies; lack of information on TypeScript and ESM (EcmaScript module) support; link to GitHub source not supporting directories within a repository; and more.
Roe revealed he was building an alternative browser, using Nuxt, and this is what has now reached alpha. "npmx is about speed and simplicity" said the introductory post, co-authored by Roe, software engineer Salma Alam-Naylor, and Vite core team member Matias Capeletto. "It gives you useful data like install size, module format and outdated dependencies ... we're also building social features into npmx because open source is better when it's easier to connect with the people behind the packages."
According to the post, the project attracted 1,000 issues and contributions within two weeks of its publication on GitHub.
The npm (node package manager) registry is the largest in the world thanks to the popularity of JavaScript and TypeScript development. Originally operated by a separate company, npm was acquired by Microsoft-owned GitHub in March 2020. Since then GitHub has focused its efforts on countering malware in the registry, and introduced mandatory security requirements, though with added friction and complexity for package publishers.


	Dev snared in crypto phishing net, 18 npm packages compromised


	Not pretty, not Windows-only: npm phishing attack laces popular packages with malware


	GitHub saved plaintext passwords of npm users in log files, post mortem reveals


	If you want to hijack widely used JavaScript packages, try phishing for devs through these DMARC-shaped holes in key Node.js domains


The npmx Alpha launch is backed by hosting company Netlify. CEO Mathias Biilmann said the project should "massively improve the discovery and management of JavaScript and TypeScript packages."
Another sponsor is Bluesky. Bluesky developed the AT Protocol (Atproto), a protocol for open social networking using JSON (JavaScript object notation) records. The npmx project is using Atproto, prompting a post from the Atproto team declaring a $6,000 grant and expressing hope that the project will boost adoption.
The unanswered question: why has the official GitHub-owned npmjs browser been allowed to slip so far behind that a quick open source startup can so easily improve on it? (r)
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    Microsoft Copilot to hijack your browser... for your own convenience

    
Embeds Edge into AI assistant, ignores questions about opt-in    


    
        By 
Richard Speed        
    

    
        Posted in AI + ML,
        
            5th March 2026 13:26 GMT
        
    


    
Microsoft is rolling out a Copilot update to Windows Insiders that embeds web browsing directly into the assistant, opening links in a side panel rather than launching your default browser.
The plan is that users of the Copilot app in Windows will show content in the assistant's window "so you don't lose context."
[image: Whac-A-Mole game at amusement park]
Microsoft to auto-launch Copilot in Edge whenever you click a link from Outlook

READ MORE
Copilot will also (with permission) have access to the context of tabs opened in that conversation, so the assistant can look across them when responding to user prompts. Opened tabs will be saved with the conversation so that they can be returned to, and, if a user chooses to enable it, passwords and form data can be synchronized.
Enabling password and form data synchronization might give some users pause for thought, particularly after the Windows Recall fiasco, but users worried about Redmond slurping data should probably consider an alternative to Windows anyway.
At first glance, it looks like embedding Edge into Copilot via the WebView2 control is an attempt to steer the user away from their default browser. Convenient, yes. Good for competition, possibly not. We asked Microsoft whether this would be an opt-in experience and which browser was being used, but, other than acknowledging receipt of our questions, the company did not respond.
The update has raised a few eyebrows among browser vendors. Bruce Lawson, Vivaldi's Technical Communications Officer, told us: "If it's not opt-in, then it's bad behavior. Over the last 25 years, people have become accustomed to clicking links, and that opens their default browser with their preferred settings, stored passwords, preferred font size, and preferred security settings.
"Pulling that rug from under users' feet is impertinent and discourteous. Whether it circumvents DMA or other competition regulations is for lawyers and regulators to decide, but the eternal arrogance of gatekeepers is self-evident."
The update is currently a preview and therefore subject to change. The rollout to all Insider Channels will be gradual (Vivaldi told us it had yet to see the build).


	Firefox makes AI optional, like it probably should have been all along


	Microsoft reportedly eyes E7 tier to make AI agents pay their way - like the humans they'll replace


	West Midlands Police earn red card over Copilot's imaginary football match


	Latest Vivaldi release surfs a wave of anti-AI sentiment


The Copilot app is also being tweaked elsewhere. Microsoft stated: "As part of this update, some features like Podcasts and Study and Learn mode from Copilot.com are getting added, while others may be pulled back while we iterate on the experience; we will add priority features back in before the updated app is generally available."
For Copilot app users, opening web links alongside conversations is perhaps a useful feature. However, for browser vendors already dealing with Microsoft's preferred way of doing things, the update could be seen as another attempt to keep a user safely within Redmond's purview.
The Reg doubts some of our readers will approve either. (r)
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    UK watchdog eyes Meta's smart glasses after workers say they 'see everything'

    
Contractors tasked with improving AI reportedly had access to intimate footage captured through wearables    
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Britain's privacy watchdog is asking questions about Meta's AI-powered smart glasses after reports that human contractors reviewing recordings from the devices were exposed to extremely private moments captured by unsuspecting users.
[image:  Ray Ban Meta smart glasses showcasing technological innovation, positioned on retail display near large promotional poster with model. Pic credit: Columbo.photog/ Shutterstock ]
Ray Ban Meta smart glasses on sale in a retail display case. Pic credit: Columbo.photog/ Shutterstock


The Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) confirmed it is contacting Meta following an investigation by Swedish outlets Svenska Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten that claims outsourced workers tasked with improving Meta's AI systems routinely review footage showing everything from everyday conversations to far more intimate scenes.
[image: meta-ray-ban]
Hide from Meta's spyglasses with this new Android app

READ MORE
The fuss revolves around Meta's Ray-Ban smart glasses, ordinary-looking frames stuffed with cameras, microphones, and an AI assistant that can take photos, shoot video, and respond to voice commands. Meta's terms note that some interactions may be reviewed by humans to improve the system, but according to the Swedish investigation, that review queue can occasionally include moments wearers likely didn't expect strangers to watch.
According to interviews with dozens of workers employed by a Meta subcontractor in Nairobi, Kenya, their job involves labeling and reviewing video, audio, and transcripts collected from the glasses so the company's AI models can better interpret real-world scenes and conversations.
Some of the workers interviewed claim the review queue isn't just harmless AI prompts. Some clips show people getting dressed or using the toilet, while others capture private conversations about relationships, politics, or alleged wrongdoing. Others interviewed by the Swedish outlets claimed the clips occasionally include things like bank cards, personal paperwork, or other identifying details inadvertently caught on camera. As one employee put it: "We see everything."
The investigation raises questions about cross-border data flows. Under the EU's GDPR, companies transferring personal data to contractors outside the bloc must ensure the information is protected through approved safeguards.


	Headset hype meets harsh reality as Apple and Meta VR shipments fizzle in 2025


	Post-privacy AI glasses claim to listen to your every word


	Microsoft HoloLens finds second home in the military after failing battlefield tests


	Meta retreats from metaverse after virtual reality check


This has, unsurprisingly, caught the attention of the UK's ICO. The watchdog said it was writing to Meta after the claims surfaced, describing the allegations as "concerning." The regulator added that organizations deploying products that capture personal data must be transparent about what information is collected, how it is used, and who may have access to it.
"Devices processing personal data, including smart glasses, should put users in control and provide appropriate transparency. This includes where user data is used to train or develop AI systems," a spokesperson told The Register.
"The claims in this article are concerning," the ICO added. "We will be writing to Meta to request information on how it is meeting its obligations under UK data protection law."
Meta, for its part, told the BBC that recordings are only used to improve its AI systems in certain circumstances, such as when users choose to share interactions to help train the technology. The company said users can manage their data through device settings and delete recordings at any time.
Neither the ICO or Meta responded to The Register's questions.
The report is yet another reminder that "AI-powered" often still means humans somewhere in the loop - sometimes watching more than users bargained for. (r)
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    Solar superstorm gave ESA's Mars orbiters a handy science opportunity

    
Veteran spacecraft overcome computer glitches as atmosphere 'flooded by electrons'    
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Almost two years ago, a solar storm hit Earth, triggering auroras that were seen as far south as Mexico. The storm also reached Mars and was detected by a pair of ESA spacecraft, Mars Express and ExoMars Trace Gas Orbiter (TGO).
[image: mars]
ESA's Mars Express continues to avoid retirement home

READ MORE
The storm caused computer errors on both spacecraft - "a typical peril of space weather, as the particles involved are so energetic and hard to predict," said ESA Research Fellow Jacob Parrott. "Luckily, the spacecraft were designed with this in mind, and built with radiation-resistant components and specific systems for detecting and fixing these errors. They recovered fast."
However, the storm also presented opportunities, and using radio occultation, scientists were able to investigate its impact on Mars.
[image: ESA spacecraft in orbit around Mars using radio occultation to study the atmosphere]
Radio Occultation (pic: ESA)


Mars Express beamed a radio signal to TGO just as the latter was vanishing over the Martian horizon. As TGO vanished, the radio signal was refracted by the layers of Mars's atmosphere, allowing scientists to gather data on each layer.
"The superstorm caused a dramatic increase in electrons in two distinct layers of Mars's atmosphere at altitudes of around 110 and 130 km, with numbers rising by 45 percent and a whopping 278 percent, respectively," Parrott said. "This is the most electrons we've ever seen in this layer of Martian atmosphere."
Colin Wilson, ESA project scientist for Mars Express and TGO, and co-author of the study published in Nature Communications, said: "This technique has actually been used for decades to explore the Solar System, but using signals beamed from a spacecraft to Earth.


	NASA repurposes Mars Helicopter's ancient Snapdragon SoC to help Perseverance rover navigate


	SpaceX back to Falcon 9 launches as Musk blathers about Moon city


	NASA taps Claude to conjure Mars rover's travel plan


	ESA puts ExoMars lander through its paces with eye on 2028 launch


"It's only in the past five years or so that we've started using it at Mars between two spacecraft, such as Mars Express and TGO, which usually use those radios to beam data between orbiters and rovers. It's great to see it in action."
The researchers also credited observations from NASA's MAVEN mission to confirm the electron densities. The fate of MAVEN is unclear since the spacecraft has not been heard from since December 6. On March 4, NASA announced that a review board was evaluating recovery efforts for the spacecraft and assessing the probable state of the vehicle.
The two spacecraft are past their primary missions but remain capable of producing valuable science. Mars Express was launched in June 2003 and is now into its third decade of operations. A software update in 2025 meant that controllers could operate the spacecraft while leaving the gyros used for pointing the spacecraft - which are wearing out - deactivated most of the time. A source at ESA explained: "We can run the wheel offloadings now with the gyros fully off thanks to a typically MEX hand-compiled software patch directly to the star tracker RAM."
The change means there is every chance that, from a hardware perspective, Mars Express could endure into the 2030s, and support Japan's Martian Moons Exploration (MMX) mission, which is due for launch in 2026. Such an extension would, however, require a budgetary nod from ESA, which won't come until later this year. (r)
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    CERN sends AI-trained robot mice scurrying through LHC beam pipes

    
Bots hunt deformed RF contacts inside the collider's 27 km vacuum tubes    
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Updated The UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA) and CERN have jointly developed a "mouse-sized robot" to inspect parts of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) that are out of reach to humans.
Named "PipeINEER," from "pipe" and "pioneer," the 3.7 cm wide (about 1.5 in) robot sadly looks nothing like a mouse, though it was designed to trundle autonomously through long, narrow pipes, which perhaps made the designers think of a rodent.
[image: LHC robot]
PipeINEER (image courtesy of United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority)


The pipes in this case run the 27 km (approximately 16.8 miles) circumference of the LHC, which straddles the border between France and Switzerland, near Geneva.
These are the pipes that carry the actual particle beams that are surrounded by superconducting magnets at -271degC (-455degF) while also operating under high vacuum conditions. Add in their position deep within the infrastructure, and this makes human access and inspection extremely challenging.

  Youtube Video

The inspections are needed as the LHC contains about 2,000 plug-in modules (PIMs) to handle the expansion and contraction caused by the extremes of temperature and pressure. However, small components within the modules - thin radio frequency "fingers" designed to maintain electrical contact - can become deformed and cause obstructions inside the beamline.


	Large Hadron Collider data hints at explanation for why everything exists


	CERN boffins turn lead into gold for about a microsecond at unimaginable cost


	Robot dogs learn bomb disposal tricks in trials


	CERN is training robot dogs to spot radiation hazards at Large Hadron Collider


PipeINEER can travel for up to six kilometers on battery power while capturing detailed images of each PIM, and uses an AI model trained to detect any abnormalities. If the robot detects an issue, it returns to its starting point and reports the exact location of the problem.
This approach allows engineers to address specific points along the 27 km collider, UKAEA says, without having to disassemble sections of pipe and use a manual endoscope to inspect for defects.
The robot was developed for CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research, by UKAEA's Remote Applications in Challenging Environments (RACE) robotics center.
We would love to tell you that the PipeINEER is based on a Raspberry Pi module or something similar, but the UKAEA had not responded to our requests for further information at the time of publication.
Instead, RACE director Nick Sykes said in a statement: "We're proud to apply our robotics expertise from fusion energy to support CERN's world leading experiments. By combining our remote handling experience with CERN's scientific excellence, we're helping ensure the Large Hadron Collider operates safely and efficiently for years to come."
But it isn't the only robot being tasked with going where humans cannot. The famous Boston Dynamics robot dogs are set to help with the ongoing cleanup and decommissioning of the UK's Sellafield nuclear site. (r)
Updated to add at 1726 UTC on March 5:
A UKAEA spokesperson informed us that PipeINEER uses a microcontroller, but did not specify which. However, the AI used is the Edge Impulse platform, which supports Arduino, Qualcomm Dragonwing and Nvidia Jetson Orin hardware. The robot uses lidars and time-of-flight sensors for localization and identification of its inspection areas.
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    MoJ puts Prisoner Telephony Service replacement on hold yet again

    
Project dialed back, BT asked to keep current system for another 54 months    
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The UK Ministry of Justice (MoJ) will pay telco BT PS94.6 million plus VAT to keep its in-cell Prisoner Telephony Service (PTS) going for another 54 months after repeatedly pushing back procurement of its replacement.
On March 2, the ministry announced a bridging agreement under which BT will continue to provide the PTS to prisons in England and Wales from June 1, 2027 - the current contract's expiry date - to November 30, 2031.
The ministry says it needs the time to buy and set up its replacement, the Prisoner Integrated Communications Service (PICS), which will allow monitored voice calls, messaging, and possibly video calls through digital devices.
The department was courting potential suppliers in February 2023, but in November that year, the MoJ said it was pausing the project to allow "a further period of discovery."
In April 2024, it published a prior information notice for PICS with an estimated value of PS330 million plus VAT. Procurement was scheduled to start "no earlier than early 2026." A subsequent supplier event was delayed by the general election.
The MoJ published a preliminary market engagement notice in April last year. The estimated value had shrunk to PS302.4 million plus VAT over 14 years, which included an estimated tender date of November 30, 2026, and the new service starting on January 31, 2029. This week's bridging agreement notice pushes back procurement for PICS to 2027.
The Register has asked the Ministry of Justice to comment.


	Britain dusts off idle spectrum for rail and emergency comms


	Literal crossed wires sent cops after innocent neighbors in child abuse case


	UK government tech procurement lacks understanding, says watchdog


	Desktop tech sent to prison for an education on strange places to put tattoos


PTS covers 109 prisons in England and Wales, allowing around 70,000 prisoners to call a limited number of approved numbers from their cells. They pay for calls to family, friends, and lawyers, and can contact the Samaritans support service for free. The service is sometimes known as PIN phones as prisoners use personal identification numbers to access their accounts, with their call details logged and audio recorded and monitored, except for conversations with legal advisers.
The service used to rely on shared phones on prison landings, but over the last few years HM Prison and Probation Service has installed in-cell phones in its 92 closed prisons across England and Wales. These provide more privacy and avoid fights in queues for phones, according to prisoners' newspaper Inside Time.
The move to in-cell phones may contribute to prisoners spending longer on the blower. In the first half of 2025, they made 37.9 million calls lasting 264 million minutes, according to prisons minister Lord Timpson responding to a question last year from the Bishop of Gloucester Rachel Treweek.
This is equivalent to triple the number of call volumes and a fivefold increase in call duration since 2016. (r)
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    UK still doodling digital pound while Brussels frets over payment sovereignty

    
Geopolitical tensions turn up the pressure for European legislators    
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The UK is still in the design phase of digital currency as the EU comes under political pressure to accelerate the development of a digital euro to bolster the bloc's sovereignty and resilience.
Speaking to MPs this week, Dave Ramsden, deputy governor of the Bank of England, said his team was still working with HM Treasury on the design of a digital currency for the UK.
He told the House of Commons' Public Accounts Committee that the bank was trying to make sure it could provide the infrastructure and technology platform for the so-called digital pound, or central bank digital currency (CBDC), when plans are finalized.
"You've got to distinguish between money and the rails on which money operates," he said. "The bank wants to make sure that we have the best technological solution that ensures the singleness of money. CBDC is one option - retail CBDC - as a different type of money, but that's very distinct from the rails that money is operating on. We're still in the design phase with the Treasury. We've got to make a decision - I think this year - on our retail CBDC."
However, he said the bank was also looking at the potential role of stablecoins in the UK's digital currency market. Stablecoins are digital assets that are pegged to a specific currency.
"If a sterling stablecoin came along, as opposed to a digital pound, could we deal with that? Would that meet our standard of singleness of money, alongside commercial bank money or notes? That world has got more complicated even since we introduced the thinking on the digital pound. This is all very much in flux, and we are just trying to make sure that we are providing both the infrastructure and the technological platform that innovation can take place on."
In January, more than 60 economists lobbied the European Parliament to get behind plans for a digital euro. They said the EU must succeed in creating a digital currency if it is to avoid becoming dependent on the US, particularly in light of recent shifts in geopolitics.
"Europe's payment system is dominated by a handful of non-European corporations," they said [PDF]. "In 13 euro-area countries, basic retail payments now rely entirely on international card schemes - without any domestic alternative. This dependence on foreign (US) payment providers exposes European citizens, businesses, and governments to geopolitical leverage, foreign commercial interests, and systemic risks beyond Europe's control. Recent developments have made this more than a hypothetical risk. Without a meaningful digital euro, our dependence will deepen as US-backed private digital currencies are gaining ground. Europe will lose control over the most fundamental element in our economy: our money."


	Europe preps Digital Euro to enter circulation in 2029


	Bank of England flirts with offline digital dosh


	Use of India's CBDC declines, but central bank presses ahead


	SWIFT embraces central bank digital currencies after sandbox success


Ramsden told MPs that the European Central Bank (ECB) had "gone much further on retail CBDC - the digital euro - we're still at the design phase."
Assuming the EU adopts the necessary legislation, the ECB aims to be ready for a first issuance of the digital euro during 2029.
In November 2021, the Bank of England and HM Treasury announced a consultation process designed to inform a decision about whether the UK should proceed to design and create a CBDC, which at the time briefly earned the moniker Britcoin.
In January 2022, the House of Lords Economic Affairs Committee said it was yet to "hear a convincing case for why the UK needs a retail CBDC."
In February 2023, the Bank of England and HM Treasury said the UK would probably need a digital version of the pound at some point and launched their promised consultation.
"It is too early to commit to building the infrastructure for one, but we are convinced that further preparatory work is justified," the paper said.
In April 2025, the Bank of England showed that an offline digital payment system could work. However, it was waiting to study policy choices before progressing further. (r)
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    Supposedly big-brained execs are outsourcing decisionmaking to AI

    
Survey of UK bosses find 62 percent of bosses rely on LLMs for help    
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Most business leaders in the United Kingdom appear to have outsourced a lot of their decisionmaking to machine learning models, according to a survey of 200 suits published by data streaming tools vendor Confluent. /p>
The research, conducted by independent market research agency 3Gem conducted in the second half of 2025 and titled Quick Thinking 2.0, involved 200 owners, founders, CEOs, MDs, and C-level leaders in the private sector. Researchers asked how they used data to support their decisionmaking process and the effect that has on their confidence in those decisions.
The survey showed 62 percent of those surveyed reported using AI to make the majority of their decisions. 70 percent admitted to second-guessing their judgements when their choices conflict with AI's recommendations. 65 percent felt decisionmaking had become less collaborative since adopting AI - a finding that reads like a whodunit resolved by a glimpse in a mirror.


AI can feel like a neutral voice that offers clear recommendations


What's more, 46 percent said they now rely on AI more than on the advice of colleagues.
Amid their astonishment that collaboration has withered as their AI enthrallment has blossomed, the surveyed execs were less likely to use AI to help with hiring and firing decisions - just 27 percent trust machines to help with such matters.
In the US at least, using AI for employment decisions has legal implications. The US Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) during the Biden administration suggested that employers can be liable for discrimination caused by third-party AI tools. And while federal guidance on that subject has since disappeared into an unmarked van, US states like Illinois, Colorado, and New York, among others, have rules covering automated employment decisions.
Richard Jones, VP of Northern Europe for Confluent, said in a statement, "It's easy to see why so many UK leaders are leaning on AI when making high-pressure decisions. When the stakes are high, AI can feel like a neutral voice that processes information quickly and offers clear recommendations."


	Dev stunned by $82K Gemini bill after unknown API key thief goes to town


	AI doctor's assistant is easily swayed to change prescriptions, give bad medical advice


	Malware-laced OpenClaw installers get Bing AI search boost


	OpenAI says its latest model is less likely to beat around the bush


Jones argues that the heavy use of AI by UK business execs isn't so much an abdication of responsibility as an understandable effort to make quick decisions. Not surprising, given that Confluent sells tools that provide real-time data feeds.
This is evident in the fact that 92 percent of respondents said the speed with which they had to make business decisions has increased over the last three years, up from 83 percent in the first iteration of this survey. AI usage, to Confluent, at least, represents an attempt to cope with that pressure to make decisions faster.
But AI dependency is already becoming a problem. A 2025 research study, for example, found "a significant negative correlation between frequent AI tool usage and critical thinking abilities, mediated by increased cognitive offloading." Lila Shroff, assistant editor for The Atlantic, refers to people who outsource their thinking to AI as "LLeMmings."
Confluent argues that AI usage is a natural fit for real-time data streaming because it can process what people can't.
"The future of leadership is about arming both humans and machines with the right data to make the right calls," the report says. "Right now, CEOs feel squeezed. Instinct is being overridden, AI is stepping in but without real-time data, and neither can reach their full potential."
You may have seen this movie before when it was called "Executive Decision Support Systems" or "Executive Information Systems", classes of tools that vendorland said gave senior execs - who get jobs thanks to their supposedly excellent acumen - rapid access to information they need to make good decisions. This time around, the scenario has execs ceding more and more functions to AI to cope with the accelerating pace of commerce. (r)
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    Google embraces third party app stores and payments to put Epic Games case behind it

    
Lower app store fees are on the way, plus an on-ramp for third party digital bazaars    
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Google has spelled out changes it will make to the fees it charges developers who use its app store and payment services, and says they represent the end of its long legal battle with Epic Games.
Epic Games' beef with Google (and a parallel case against Apple) centred on its desire to offer users the chance to buy in-game objects directly, rather than through app stores. Google and Apple, the world's dominant app store operators, take a hefty cut from in-app purchases and each item sold in their online software marts. Epic wanted the chance to sell its wares direct, or to use third-party app stores and payment services that charge less than Google or Apple.
The outcomes of those cases are complex, and a proposed settlement in Google's case with Epic awaits judicial signoff. However, between court rulings against Apple and Google, and governments around the world weighing in with laws, major app store operators mostly need to offer something close to the options Epic Games wanted.
Google, in a post to its Android Developers Blog, has nonetheless billed its changes as an example of its commitment to openness, before explaining its three changes.
One is creating a "Registered App Stores program" that, if operators choose to participate, will see Google facilitate "more simplified installation flow" for Android apps. The search and ads giant has positioned this as leveling the playing field for app store operators, by reducing the number of hoops users need to jump through to shop for apps on stores other than Google's own Play store. Users who choose to shop in Registered App Stores will also see info about the outfit, useful data given cybercriminals have been known to create fake app stores to distribute malware.


	Google tweaks Play Store fees to keep Euro watchdogs at bay


	Apple's new 15% mini-app deal finally gets Tencent to cut Cupertino in


	Epic Games has another win over Apple and Google, this time in Australia


	Epic Games settles its antitrust side quest that sought battle royale with Samsung


Google has also split its fees into two distinct charges: a 20 percent Service Fee for selling stuff on Play and an optional five percent Google Play Billing Fee. Developers who sell on Play but don't use Google's billing systems won't need to pay the five percent fee.
Epic Games approved of the changes.
"These changes will evolve Android into a true open platform with competition among stores," the company stated. "Globally, developers will have choices in how they make payments using Google Play's payment system and competing payment systems, with reduced fees and the ability to point users outside apps to make purchases.
Epic also said "Google will take steps to support the future open metaverse," a probable reference to the deal that will see games made with the Unity engine made available within Fortnite. (r)
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    Broadcom says AI companies can't make their own silicon any time soon

    
Offers booming customer accelerator biz as evidence, while VMware props up its software business    
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Broadcom will soon deploy multiple gigawatts worth of custom accelerators at Meta, OpenAI, and Anthropic, a feat it says shows AI companies and hyperscalers can't successfully develop and deploy their own silicon any time soon.
Speaking on the company's Q1 2026 earnings call, CEO Hock Tan pointed to 106 percent year-over-year growth for AI-related silicon, which brought in $8.4 billion of revenue for the quarter.
"Our custom accelerator business is progressing very well across five customers," the CEO said, adding that he expects Google will display "even stronger demand" for Broadcom silicon as it deploys a next-generation TPU. Anthropic will soon implement one gigawatt of Broadcom-baked TPUs, and Tan said the AI company plans a three-gigawatt deployment in 2027. Meta will install "multiple gigawatts" of Broadcom's XPU accelerators "in 2027 and beyond."
The CEO said OpenAI will deploy "over one gigawatt of compute capacity" based on custom XPUs in 2027.
Tan said Broadcom has already secured the supplies it needs to make all that kit - including high-bandwidth memory - and satisfy demand until 2028. And he predicted that Broadcom will win similar deals for years to come, because hyperscalers and AI upstarts can't match its ability to design and deliver custom silicon.
"They face tremendous challenges," he said, in terms of attracting silicon design talent capable of creating chips tuned to particular workloads, managing the production process, developing packaging expertise, and then networking their chips.
Tan said homebrew chipmaking efforts must create chips that are competitive with not just NVIDIA, but "all the other LLM platform players that you are competing against." He can't see that happening at any hyperscaler or AI company "for many years to come."
"Anybody can design a chip in a lab that works well," he said. "Can you produce 100,000 of those chips quickly, at yields that you can afford? And we do not see too many players in the world that can do that."


	One vendor doesn't mind high RAM prices: VMware


	Fujitsu taps Broadcom's 3D chip tech for 144-core Monaka CPU


	Cisco challenges Broadcom, Nvidia with a 102.4T switch of its own


	Silicon photonics won't matter 'anytime soon' says Broadcom CEO


Broadcom's AI-relevant networking business is also booming, having improved revenue 60 percent year-over-year. Tan said the company will debut a seventh-generation Tomahawk switching chip next year that will double the current model's performance, and will do the same for its direct copper interconnects meaning customers won't need to contemplate a move to optical networking.
Tan therefore predicted Broadcom has "line of sight" to win $100 billion or more in revenue from AI chips alone in 2027.
Broadcom's overall semiconductor business recorded $12.5 billion revenue for the quarter, up 53 percent year-over-year. Revenue for non-AI chips was steady at $4.1 billion.
Software propped up by VMware
Broadcom's software infrastructure business - the combined CA, Symantec Enterprise, and VMware - delivered one percent revenue growth to land at $6.8 billion. VMware revenue grew 13 percent, suggesting customers weren't wild about CA and Symantec.
Tan was bullish about VMware's prospects, saying its flagship Cloud Foundation private cloud suite is an "essential layer" of infrastructure for enterprise AI deployments.
"VCF cannot be disintermediated or replaced," he said. "AI will create the need for more VMware, not less."
And as if to prove it, Broadcom forecast Q2 software revenue will reach $7.2 billion, representing nine percent growth. The company predicted overall Q2 revenue will hit $22 billion, up 47 percent year-over-year.
Investors appear to have liked those numbers, and the announcement of a new share buyback scheme, as Broadcom stock jumped almost five percent in after-hours trading. (r)
    






        





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://go.theregister.com/feed/www.theregister.com/2026/03/05/broadcom_q1_2026/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next







    
        Original URL: https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/05/intel_advanced_packaging_wins/
    

    Intel numbers boss swears big Foundry wins are coming soon

    
Meanwhile Chipzilla's 18A process tech could see external deployment after all    
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Intel's Foundry division is near to sealing a deal for its advanced packaging technology that would contribute billions of dollars a year to the struggling chipmaker, CFO David Zinsner said on Wednesday.
"We've gotten really good engagement from customers on this business," he said during the Morgan Stanley Technology, Media and Telecom conference on Wednesday. "We're close to closing some deals that are in the billions of dollars per year in terms of revenue."
Advanced packaging has become a focal point of semiconductor manufacturing amid the AI boom as accelerators have grown more complex, meaning many GPUs are composed of multiple compute and memory dies that must be fused together.
Intel has invested heavily in its EMIB and Foveros 2.5D and 3D packaging tech to support multi-die processors like its Xeon CPUs and (now discontinued) Ponte Vecchio family of GPU Max accelerators. Perhaps more importantly, that tech isn't limited to chips Intel makes in its own fabs - the company has already used it to meld silicon manufactured in-house with chips made by TSMC.
This is likely welcome news for shareholders, who've watched in dismay as Intel's Foundry Division has cost the company billions each quarter. Of course, there's no guarantee those deals will materialize, and even if they do, Intel will need to deliver on time. The company doesn't have the greatest reputation on that front, we'll note.
18A still A-OK
Alongside advanced packaging demand, Intel CEO Lip-Bu Tan appears to have changed his tune regarding the external adoption of its 18A process tech.
The chief executive, who celebrates his first year in the role later this month, had previously considered 18A for Intel's own use only. Intel's foundry biz planned to offer its next-gen manufacturing process, 14A, as its first mainstream commercial offering.
But according to Zinsner, Tan's opinion of 18A changed over the past year.
"While Lip-Bu was thinking that we probably should focus on 14A as a foundry node and make 18A just an internal node, now that we've seen some real progress there, I think he's now starting to recognize that this is actually a good node to offer to external customers as well," he said.
The first products based on Intel's 18A process tech, codenamed Panther Lake, began shipping in PCs and notebooks earlier this year, and it seems to have caught the attention of potential customers.
"We've been getting some inbound interest in 18A-P as a foundry node," Zinsner said, but didn't name potential customers.
Intel 18A-P is an upgraded version of 18A that the company has suggested will deliver eight percent higher performance per watt, which compares favorably with TSMC's competing 2nm process.


	AMD challenges Intel with an 84-core Epyc processor aimed at telcos, edge


	Nvidia superchip infusion finally coming to Windows PCs, report says


	Intel welcomes memory apocalypse with Xeon workstation refresh


	Intel puts consumer chip production on back burner as datacenters make a run on Xeons


Despite offering good news for Foundry's fortunes, Zinsner said the biz is still at least a year away from breaking even.
"I think we still feel good about our original guidance, which is we expect to exit '27 at break-even operating margins for Foundry," he reiterated at Morgan Stanley's event.
The CFO said one thing that could derail that forecast would be higher-than-expected external demand, as that would mean Intel needs to spend more to build additional manufacturing capacity.
"It'll be a good problem to have," Zinsner said.
(r)
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    'Hundreds' of Iranian hacking attempts have hit surveillance cameras since the missile strikes

    
Attack infrastructure attributed to 'several Iran-nexus threat actors'    
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Multiple Iranian hacking crews have been targeting internet-connected surveillance cameras across Israel and other Middle Eastern countries since the war started on February 28, according to Check Point security researchers. 
The Tel Aviv-based security shop has tracked "hundreds" of attempts to exploit a handful of bugs in IP cameras made by two manufacturers, Hikvision and Dahua, according to Sergey Shykevich, threat intelligence group manager at Check Point Research, in a conversation with El Reg.
The countries targeted in these digital intrusion attempts - Israel, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, the UAE, Cyprus, and Lebanon - are the same ones that have seen significant missile activity linked to Iran. 
Iran traditionally uses digital reconnaissance - including compromised cameras - to prepare for physical attacks. As recently as June 2025, threat groups linked to Iran's Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS) compromised servers containing live CCTV streams from Jerusalem, allowing the crew to surveil the city for potential targets, just days before launching missile attacks against Jerusalem. 
This more recent camera-targeting activity from infrastructure attributed to "several Iran-nexus threat actors" may be an "early indicator of potential follow-on kinetic activity," Check Point researchers said in a Wednesday threat intelligence report.
According to the security shop, the attack infrastructure combined commercial VPN exit nodes - including Mullvad, ProtonVPN, Surfshark, and NordVPN - and virtual private servers, which the Iranians used to scan for vulnerabilities in two specific surveillance camera brands: Hikvision and Dahua.
"No attempts to interact with other camera vendors were observed from this infrastructure," the researchers wrote.
The vulnerabilities include:

	An improper authentication vulnerability in Hikvision IP camera firmware (CVE-2017-7921)


	A command injection vulnerability in the Hikvision web server component (CVE-2021-36260)


	An OS command injection vulnerability in Hikvision Intercom Broadcasting System (CVE-2023-6895)


	An unauthenticated remote code execution vulnerability in Hikvision Integrated Security Management Platform (CVE-2025-34067)


	An authentication bypass vulnerability in multiple Dahua products (CVE-2021-33044)


All of these security flaws have patches.
Check Point reports it tracked similar targeting during the 12-day war between Israel and Iran in June 2025, likely to support battle damage assessment. In one such case, Iran hit Israel's Weizmann Institute of Science with a ballistic missile shortly after reportedly compromising a street camera facing the building.


	Iran's cyberwar has begun


	Iran-linked crew used custom 'cyberweapon' in US critical infrastructure attacks


	Amazon security boss: Hostile countries use cyber targeting for physical military strikes


	Iran-linked crew used custom 'cyberweapon' in US critical infrastructure attacks


The threat hunters urged defenders to update camera firmware and software to the latest patched versions, and remove direct WAN access so cameras aren't exposed to the public internet. They also suggested isolating cameras on a dedicated VLAN with no lateral access to corporate or operational technology networks, and monitoring for repeated login failures or unexpected remote logins.
Shykevich told us Check Point hasn't yet observed any attacks or attempts against US targets, but "we assess it can expand in the upcoming days or weeks."
All of Iran's cyber activity to date during this military conflict has targeted Israel and other Persian Gulf countries, with the bulk of it being disinformation attempts, cyberespionage, and distributed denial of service attempts by Iran's many hacktivist crews. While some of these government-linked hacktivists do have the capabilities to launch destructive cyberattacks, their intrusions are typically more for show and Telegram video bragging rights, with attackers exaggerating their success.
In addition to Iranian hacktivist groups, Palo Alto Networks' Unit 42 threat intel team has tracked an uptick in pro-Russian hacktivists over the past week, senior manager Justin Moore told The Register.
This, he said, is "effectively expanding the Middle East's attack surface, and potentially exposing regional infrastructure to high-disruption tactics historically used by these groups against NATO and European interests." (r)
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    Malware-laced OpenClaw installers get Bing AI search boost

    
Think before you download    
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OpenClaw, the AI agent that can manage just about anything, is risky all by itself, but now fake installers for it are wreaking havoc. Users who searched Bing's AI results for "OpenClaw Windows" were directed to a malicious GitHub repository that delivered information stealers and GhostSocks onto their machines.
The malicious repositories, available on GitHub between February 2 and 10, are yet another example of how quickly scammers co-opt buzzy new technologies and use their popularity to steal credentials and other sensitive data.
In addition to capitalizing on OpenClaw's popularity, this scam had two other key factors contributing to its success. First, the malware was hosted on GitHub, which users trust. OpenClaw has tens of thousands of forks hosted on GitHub, so users see the fake installers and are more likely to believe it's legitimate code. Plus, this one was connected to a GitHub organization called openclaw-installer, which made it all the more believable.
Second, the Bing AI search results lent credibility. Simply hosting the malware on GitHub was enough to poison the search results and propel the malicious repo to the top suggestion when someone searched "OpenClaw Windows."
Huntress' security researchers spotted the malware on February 9 after a user downloaded and ran the fake installer. "Analysis revealed that this user had searched for the term OpenClaw Windows through Bing and had the AI suggestion link directly to a newly-created malicious GitHub repository openclaw-installer," Huntress threat analysts Jai Minton and Ryan Dowd said in a Wednesday blog.
The account and repository have since been removed.
There were clues, however, that the repo and the account were phony. The account joined GitHub in September 2025, and didn't have any public actions until it opened an issue on the official OpenClaw repository promoting another one, openclaw-trading-assistant, under the organization molt-bot, which was later marked as spam. Both the repository and organizations have since been removed, and the researchers say it likely contained malware.
Plus, the fake installer's user account linked to an X account that doesn't exist, and used a picture from a different X account with about 200,000 followers.
Huntress analyzed the code inside OpenClaw-Installer, and it turned out to be largely legitimate, taken from the Cloudflare project moltworker. The malware was hidden in the releases section, under the name OpenClaw_x64.exe, inside a 7-Zip archive.
Upon execution, the file dropped multiple pieces of malware on the endpoint, including multiple loaders written in Rust and designed to run information stealers in memory. 
One of the binaries, cloudvideo.exe, is a Vidar stealer that hoovers up Telegram and Steam user details, and retrieves dynamic C2 information.
The security researchers suggest that the miscreant behind the malicious repository used a never-before-seen packer called stealth packer. "A number of debugging messages in this sample also provide clues about the functionality of stealth packer, including invoking malware into memory, adding firewall rules, creating hidden ghost scheduled tasks, and potential AntiVM checks to look for mouse movement prior to running decrypted payloads," the duo wrote.


	DIY AI bot farm OpenClaw is a security 'dumpster fire'


	More than 135,000 OpenClaw instances exposed to internet in latest vibe-coded disaster


	OpenClaw reveals meaty personal information after simple cracks


	OpenClaw patches one-click RCE as security Whac-A-Mole continues


Other malicious executables include GhostSocks, named serverdrive.exe. GhostSocks is a proxy malware, used by criminals to turn compromised machines into residential proxies that they use to route their malicious traffic and access compromised accounts using stolen credentials. Using a proxy machine allows the crims to bypass anti-fraud checks when accessing these accounts and also route future attacks through compromised systems.
This variant of GhostSocks uses TLS for connections. Plus, as Huntress' team details in the write-up, it had two primary helper addresses and four pieces of embedded configuration data - so check out the security firm's blog for these and several other indicators that could indicate your system has been compromised.
Also, while writing their blog, the team identified three other organizations and accounts used to distribute malware - likely infostealers - and one of these looked just like the original openclaw-installer. This dupe was added a day after the original repository was taken down. Huntress reported all of these to GitHub.
It's also worth noting that there are plenty of other OpenClaw scams circulating, as well as major security risks with legitimate installations and its marketplace teeming with malware and leaky agent skills that expose sensitive credentials. All of this makes OpenClaw a prime target for info stealers - so be safe out there, run your AI agents in isolated environments, limit what data and systems they can access, and don't assign them privileged credentials. (r)
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    HR may have to cajole and soothe reluctant employees to get them to use AI

    
Employees need guidance and support if companies really want to commit to AI adoption    
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If you buy AI, employees will come and take a look, but they won't necessarily change the way they work. For that, you may have to get human resources involved.
IT consultancy Gartner says as much in its recent report "Guide Managers to Effectively Integrate AI Into Employees' Work."
The enterprise whisperer says that its July 2025 survey of nearly 3,000 employees showed that 46 percent of managers are experimenting with AI to improve their work, compared to just 26 percent of employees.
A separate survey conducted at the same time found that just 14 percent of managers said that they didn't face any challenges encouraging their teams to use AI. AI tools, in other words, don't sell themselves (except perhaps in software development).
From this, Carmen von Rohr, senior principal in Gartner's HR practice, concludes that chief human resource officers have relied too much on employees to integrate AI tools into their jobs. To improve AI adoption, CHROs are advised to focus on supporting managers to undertake the organizational change necessary to meet the expectations of senior leadership.
More than any prior technology, Gartner argues, AI implementation requires change management.
In other words, HR leaders need to focus on communication and sensitivity to employee needs. If managers rush to implement business transformation plans, they risk creating "operational and emotional resistance" among employees. Just as asking IT professionals to train their overseas replacements risks rebellion, urging employees to embrace AI coworking can create pushback, especially if accompanied by layoffs. 
Given that 46 percent of US voters believe AI will hurt the economy, according to a recent Data for Progress poll, some forethought seems advisable.


	AI doctor's assistant is easily swayed to change prescriptions, give bad medical advice


	AWS-hosted tech providers urge Middle East customers to fail over now


	OpenAI says its latest model is less likely to beat around the bush


	Google feels the need for security speed, so will ship Chrome updates every two weeks


Gartner would have CHROs help managers with their AI integration efforts by looking at the needs and expectations of different teams in terms of AI training and support. HR leaders should also prepare managers for potential emotional resistance from employees and for communicating effectively with senior leaders who may not have realistic expectations.
In addition, the consultancy sees a role for HR leaders in clarifying how potential AI-related productivity gains should be allocated - a return on investment that the majority of CEOs still haven't seen.
That recommendation follows from a July 2025 Gartner survey of 114 HR leaders that found a mere 7 percent of organizations offer guidance about how one should use time savings derived from AI tools. 
And before that question can even be answered, companies need to settle internal disagreements about how projected time saved should be allocated. Based on the survey, 55 percent of HR leaders preferred to see saved time applied to projects outside of core job roles, compared to just 28 percent of managers.
Debating how AI's supposed productivity bounty will be spent seems premature, however, when organizations are still struggling to sell their workers on AI. (r)
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    Apple's budget-friendly MacBook Neo is bursting with color and compromise

    
Cupertino grabs an aging A18 Pro from parts bin to power its latest attempt at an entry-level MacBook    
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You'll soon be able to get a MacBook that's cheaper than many budget PCs. Apple on Wednesday unveiled the MacBook Neo, a $599 exercise in cost cutting powered by the same silicon as an iPhone 16 Pro.
The 13-inch notebook is Apple's most affordable and colorful yet, with a design that closely resembles that of the pricier Air, which itself got an M5 refresh earlier this week. The Neo is available in four shades of anodized aluminum: blush (pink), indigo (dark blue), citrus (yellow), and silver. 
[image: Apple's MacBook Neo may not be its fast Mac, but it is cheap, colorful]
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While similar in design to the Air, the Neo is both thicker at 0.5 inches of z-height and smaller than the Air, which rocks a slightly larger 13.6-inch display.
Apple has clearly prioritized build quality with the Neo as most of the cost cutting measures necessary to hit the machine's comparatively frugal $599 price point are hidden on the inside.
The most obvious of these is the Neo's processor. Rather than its now famous M-series silicon, Apple grabbed an A18 Pro from its parts bin. As you may recall, the system on chip launched back in 2024 alongside the iPhone 16 Pro.
Built on TSMC's 3 nm process tech, the chip packs two performance cores and four efficiency cores in a big-little arrangement. The CPU is complemented by a five-core GPU and a 16-core neural engine to power all of those Apple Intelligence features that Tim Cook is so proud of. The low power SoC means that, like the Air, the Neo is entirely fanless. 
While the Neo is by no means Apple's fastest Mac, the iGiant claims the A18 Pro is still "up to 50 percent faster for everyday tasks than the bestselling PC with the latest shipping Intel Core Ultra 5." Obviously, take those claims with a grain of salt, as Apple's footnotes are conspicuously devoid of detail to back those boasts up.
But, unlike its more expensive siblings, the Neo doesn't offer much in terms of upgradability. The A18 Pro is paired with 8 GB of unified memory with no option to upgrade even at the time of purchase.
The machine's storage options are also quite limited. The base model comes with 256 GB of flash storage with the option to upgrade to 512 GB for an additional $100. If you need more than that, you'll need to upgrade to one of Apple's pricier Macs.
Apple's cost cutting also extends to I/O. If you thought the MacBook Air's I/O was limited, the Neo is positively spartan, with just two USB-C ports, only one of which supports USB 3 (10 Gbps) connectivity. The other is limited to USB 2.0 (480 Mbps). And since there's no MagSafe connector, only one of those ports is available for peripherals when charging, which you'll be doing a little more frequently than with a MacBook Air or Pro with the Neo boasting just 16 hours of battery life.
The sole USB 3 port also means the Neo is limited to a single external monitor up to 4K 60 Hz, which Apple says can be used simultaneously with the notebook's built-in display.
Speaking of the display, the Neo features a 13-inch IPS panel with a resolution of 2408 by 1506 pixels and a brightness of 500 nits. While just as bright as the Air, the Neo lacks the P3 color gamut reproduction and Apple's True Tone technology.
The Neo also doesn't get the new N1 wireless chip found on Apple's new M5 Macs. As such, the Neo is limited to Wi-Fi 6E and Bluetooth 6 connectivity.
The cost cutting also extends to the Neo's webcam. Rather than the 12 MP affair found on the MacBook Air and Pro, Neo customers are stuck with a lower-res 1080p camera.
But the most noticeable and perhaps questionable cost cutting measure concerns security. Apple's Touch ID fingerprint reader is only available on the more expensive 512 GB SKU.
The Neo ships with a standard copy of macOS Tahoe and includes a bevy of free software including GarageBand, iMovie, Keynote, Pages, and Numbers.
With the Neo, Apple is clearly targeting a more casual, budget-oriented user base that may be willing to give up some premium features and performance if the price is right. Apple's marketing highlights productivity tasks like web browsing, note taking, light gaming and entertainment rather than the heavy duty content creation roles for which its products are prized.


	Apple jacks up MacBook pricing with M5 Pro, Max debut


	'Merica-made Mac Minis marked for manufacturing


	Nvidia superchip infusion finally coming to Windows PCs, report says


	PCs and phones to get more boring and expensive in 2026 thanks to memory drought


The MacBook Neo launches at a particularly inopportune time for PC vendors as ballooning memory prices continue to drive up entry-level PC prices. IDC expects the PC market to decline by about 11 percent in 2026.
"Apple has always positioned the MacBook as a premium computing product, with entry prices typically starting near or above $999," IDC analyst Francisco Jeronimo said in an email to El Reg. "Moving into the $600 range indicates that Apple's strategy is to expand the macOS installed base and compete more directly with Windows laptops and Chromebooks in education and price-sensitive segments."
Apple isn't immune to the memory crunch. On Tuesday, Apple used its M5 refresh as an excuse to jack up the price of its MacBook Air and MacBook Pros.
The Neo is available for pre-order today starting at $599, with a $100 education discount for eligible students and faculty with general availability slated for March 11. (r)
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    AI doctor's assistant is easily swayed to change prescriptions, give bad medical advice

    
Spread false medical info, supersize drug orders, and more!    
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A healthcare AI with the power to manage prescriptions is rather open to mind-altering suggestions, according to security experts. 
Redteamers at AI security firm Mindgard reported on Tuesday that it took relatively little work for them to get a healthcare AI from Doctronic not only to spill its system prompts, but to let them make modifications too. 
Wanna make the bot spout COVID-19 conspiracies and vaccine misinformation, or speak with a put-on accent? Just tell Doctronic that a session hasn't started and the conversation it's having isn't with a user but the system. Then, you can get it to spill its system prompts and use that information to wreak mischief.
"It was as easy as notifying the AI that the session was not yet started," Mindgard chief product officer Aaron Portnoy told The Register in an email.
Mindgard points out that these manipulations are session-specific. Tricking Doctronic into helping you make meth because you shared a fake press release with it saying it was a programming update to make meth legal (an example in the study) is funny, but it's not behavior that's going to spill over to other users or persist. 
Well, at least most of the time. 
The researchers did find that they were able to maintain a bit of clinical persistence in the form of SOAP notes, a common form of structured recordkeeping for patient interaction, consisting of the subjective reports from the patient, objective observations by the healthcare professional, an assessment of the situation, and a plan of action. 
Any time Doctronic needs to refer something to a human medical professional for review (e.g., a prescription, face-time with a clinician) it generates a SOAP note for the human clinician, which becomes a permanent part of a patient's Doctronic record. SOAPs are not prescriptions, but they are recommendations to a clinician reviewing the machine's work to authorize one. 
If someone were to trick Doctronic into modifying an OxyContin prescription to triple the size by telling it prescribing guidelines had changed, and an overworked approving physician were not to notice, jackpot - at least that's Mindgard's interpretation of the SOAP exploit it described. 
"According to Doctronic's own website, its treatment plans 'match those of board-certified clinicians 99.2% of the time,'" Mindgard noted. "With such a high level of confidence, will the SOAP be doubted?"
Whether it'd be caught or not, the fact that Doctronic's AI could seemingly be so easily tricked is concerning, especially given it's currently part of a trial in Utah to see about its effectiveness as a health care intermediary, including with the ability to handle some prescriptions. 


	AI chatbots are no better at medical advice than a search engine


	AI models hallucinate, and doctors are OK with that


	Doctors get dopey if they rely too much on AI, study suggests


	ChatGPT is playing doctor for a lot of US residents, and OpenAI smells money


Both the Utah state government and Doctronic made clear to us that such a prescription refill exploit couldn't be fulfilled in Utah, as controlled substances can't be acquired through the program. 
Doctronic told us that The Utah pilot limits drug refills to previous, non-controlled prescriptions. Zach Boyd, Utah Commerce Department AI policy office director, told us that the state demo also has "additional safeguards that are in place before a prescription is issued that are not part of the generic Doctronic model" that would prevent such misuse. 
In short, neither Doctronic nor the state of Utah seem too concerned about Mindgard's findings since no one's actually getting a prescription cut for triple-strength Oxy or tricking their local auto-doctor into dispensing misinformation. 
Doctronic told us that it "reviewed the prompt patterns [Mindgard] reported as part of our normal review process... We take security research seriously and continue improving safeguards to increase robustness against adversarial inputs."
Portnoy has his doubts about the company's level of commitment - he says Doctronic has given him the silent treatment since Mindgard disclosed the issue in late January, and he's not sure Doctronic has resolved the issue, either. 
"As far as we are aware Doctronic is still vulnerable," Portnoy said. (r)
    






        





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://go.theregister.com/feed/www.theregister.com/2026/03/04/ai_doctor_easily_swayed/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next







    
        Original URL: https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/04/users_fume_at_outlookcom_email/
    

    Users fume at Outlook.com email 'carnage'

    
Email flow slowed or stopped by mysterious forces at Microsoft    
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Microsoft spent last week rejecting emails to Outlook recipients after what appears to be either a fault or overzealous blocking rules.
The problem affects certain IP addresses, whose emails are rejected due to falling foul of reputation rules or appearing on a block list.
A Register reader told us, "At the back end of January we noticed a sudden spike in customers static IP's being rejected by only Microsoft Outlook free / personal accounts."
The message returned was a 550, telling customers to contact their Internet Service Provider (ISP) "since part of their network is on our block list."
A block list is a good thing. It helps stem the flow of spam from networks or addresses associated with junk email. However, the confusing thing for our reader is that his company was not on Microsoft's naughty step for email. A glance at Microsoft's Smart Network Data Service (SNDS) showed no issues with the IP.
"We're also a member of their JMRP (Junk Mail Reporting Program)," our reader went on, "which is intended to inform us when people are reporting spam sent from our IP's - except, we never get any reports."
The problem worsened in February. On Microsoft's support forums, users began to complain about similar issues as the IP net presumably widened. One wrote "We are currently experiencing a critical and recurring email delivery issue affecting recipients at outlook.com, live.com, hotmail.com, and msn.com," and provided a copy of an error that suggested that the mail server has been "temporarily rate limited due to IP reputation."
The user drily noted, "Although the error indicates rate limiting, in practice no emails are being delivered."
A large number of users, ranging from the administrator of a server sending automated notifications on behalf of Estonian Public Libraries to an email provider for healthcare professionals, chimed in to confirm that they, too, were having delivery problems and that Microsoft support was not helpful.
Our reader told us, "We've seen customers struggling to send invoices, order delivery notifications, authentication codes - all sorts, which have been perfectly acceptable to Microsoft / Outlook for many years - now rejected, or blocked.
"Customers rarely read, or understand DSN's - they jump to blaming the ISP or sender, and then head off to find someone else."
Unsurprisingly, our reader spoke on condition of anonymity. After all, nobody wants to be the ISP that has to say, "Yeah, we can deliver your email anywhere but Outlook.com" to customers.
We asked Microsoft if it had any comment to make, but other than acknowledging our questions, the company did not respond.
Blocking email from spammers is a good thing, and anything that reduces the amount of junk that clutters up inboxes is to be applauded. However, when there is an error, customers need a rapid and transparent process for resolution. Every failed delivery of an invoice or receipt due to overzealous or misapplied rules can chip away at a business's reputation, through no fault of the owner. (r)
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    One vendor doesn't mind high RAM prices: VMware

    
Memory tiering and pooled memory are having a moment because they offer the chance to use less RAM    
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The high price of memory and solid-state storage has almost everyone worried - but not VMware, because the most innovative new feature in the Cloud Foundation 9 (VCF 9) private cloud suite it launched last year is memory tiering tech that allows offload of data from RAM to NVMe drives.
VMware has always promoted VCF 9 memory tiering as offering the chance to reduce infrastructure costs by reducing the amount of RAM needed in new servers, and by creating the opportunity to upgrade the NVMe drives in old boxes and effectively increase their memory capacity. Last week, the Broadcom business unit doubled down on those positions.
Those arguments are of course a little self-serving, because the cost of NVMe storage has also risen. VMware also admits that memory tiering won't work for every workload and isn't suitable for latency-sensitive or very large VMs.
[image: Cisco]
Cisco set to release home-brew hypervisor as a VMware alternative

READ MORE
But VMware's memory tiering is currently superior to the alternative Compute Express Link (CXL).
Virtzilla's customers therefore need to consider VCF 9, especially if pondering the fact that AMD's and Intel's most recent releases of manycore CPUs have created an excellent reason to consider a new round of server consolidation. Dell says its customers are replacing seven boxes with one new machine. Intel thinks sixth-gen Xeons allow organizations to consolidate five servers into a single box.
Those new servers can run huge numbers of virtual machines, which concentrate risk, and need massive amounts of expensive memory.
But VMware does not require every host in a cluster to implement memory tiering. VCF 9 therefore means those contemplating a fresh round of server consolidation have a new option to consider as they consider future architectures.


	Hard drives already sold out for this year - AI to blame


	AI gets all the good stuff, including Micron's speedy 28 GB/s PCIe 6.0 SSD


	Memory scalpers hunt scarce DRAM with bot blitz


	PCs and phones to get more boring and expensive in 2026 thanks to memory drought


Those contemplations will doubtless include the cost of VCF 9, which comes at a price that often startles users of the vSphere server virtualization products VMware no longer actively sells.
VMware has successfully made the case that VCF 9 represents excellent value for many of its largest customers. However, The Register has heard myriad accounts of vSphere users who feel VCF 9 is uncomfortably expensive. Broadcom's response to that discomfort is often to make an offer for VCF 9 and tell buyers they can take it or leave it.
Many users walk away. But I hear of plenty who decide they don't need VCF 9 for all their workloads, adopt the platform for some of their VM fleet, move the rest to another hypervisor and learn to live with multiple virtualization platforms.
I expect high memory prices will mean more organizations decide they can live with a small VCF 9 footprint, and that Broadcom's results - due this Friday week - will therefore again feature growing revenue and margins from VMware. (r)
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    OpenAI says its latest model is less likely to beat around the bush

    
The AI giant is also trying to walk back some terms of its deal with the Defense Department    


    
        By 
Thomas Claburn        
    

    
        Posted in AI + ML,
        
            4th March 2026 00:17 GMT
        
    


    
OpenAI says GPT-5.3 Instant, the latest addition to its GPT-5.3 family of models, is less inclined to moralize.
"We heard feedback that GPT-5.2 Instant would sometimes refuse questions it should be able to answer safely, or respond in ways that feel overly cautious or preachy, particularly around sensitive topics," OpenAI said in a blog post on Tuesday.


OpenAI recently celebrated a deal to provide the Defense Department with AI services after rival Anthropic rejected the idea of removing model guardrails to accommodate autonomous weapon development and surveillance of citizens.


Anthropic earned the wrath of Don for doing so - but appears to have won the love of the people.


A company spokesperson on Tuesday noted that Claude had become the most downloaded app on Google Play in the US: "Claude's numbers continue to accelerate; Monday (March 2) was the largest single day ever for signups." Claude also became the top free app in the iOS App Store in the US.


OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, perhaps noting the public's preference for principles, said his company plans to amend its initial contract with the DoD "to prohibit deliberate tracking, surveillance, or monitoring of US persons or nationals, including through the procurement or use of commercially acquired personal or identifiable information."


He also issued an almost-apology for courting the DoD so soon after Anthropic stormed out. "We were genuinely trying to de-escalate things and avoid a much worse outcome, but I think it just looked opportunistic and sloppy," he said.


"GPT-5.3 Instant significantly reduces unnecessary refusals, while toning down overly defensive or moralizing preambles before answering the question. When a useful answer is appropriate, the model should now provide one directly, staying focused on your question without unnecessary caveats."
It's difficult to find the right balance between sycophancy and having to baffle a determined AI bomb with phenomenology so it won't detonate. But OpenAI contends GPT-5.3 Instant will be a better conversational partner as a result of its latest adjustments.


	Microsoft reportedly eyes E7 tier to make AI agents pay their way - like the humans they'll replace


	Facebook is down, interrupting your poking and Meta's ads business


	Chat at your own risk! Data brokers are selling deeply personal bot transcripts


	Until last month, attackers could've stolen info from Perplexity Comet users just by sending a calendar invite


OpenAI claims the updated model also offers more facts and fewer hallucinations - aka "mistakes" for those who object to the anthropomorphization of vector math.
The company conducted two evaluations of the new model, one on domains where decisions have consequences (e.g. law, medicine, and finance) and the other on inconsequential, de-identified ChatGPT banter where users flagged misstatements.
"On the higher-stakes evaluation, GPT-5.3 Instant reduces hallucination rates by 26.8 percent when using the web and 19.7 percent when relying only on its internal knowledge, compared to prior models," the company said. "On the user-feedback evaluation, hallucinations decrease by 22.5 percent with web use and 9.6 percent without web access."
The model also supposedly does better at contextualizing the information it finds when users ask it to search the web. And it's said to be better at writing.
While GPT-5.3 Instant may be a slightly better conversation partner, it lost a bit of ground on OpenAI's own benchmark measurements [PDF].
"On average, the model performs above GP-5.1-instant and below GPT-5.2-instant on our disallowed content evaluations," the company said in the model system card evaluation. "GPT-5.3-instant shows regressions relative to GPT-5.2-instant and GPT-5.1-instant for disallowed sexual content, and relative to GPT-5.2-instant for self-harm on both standard and dynamic evaluations."
The regressions for graphic violence and violent illicit behavior are small enough to be of low statistical significance, according to OpenAI. In other categories, GPT-5.3 Instant matches or exceeds prior measurements.
ChatGPT users and developers can start using GPT-5.3 Instant today. GPT-5.2 Instant will remain available to paid users until June 3, 2026. (r)
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