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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Republican Sen. Steve Daines won't run for reelection in Montana
        Theodoric Meyer, Dan Merica

        Another Republican received President Donald Trump's endorsement shortly after Daines's announcement.

      

      
        Thousands of public comments slam Trump's ballroom: 'I did not vote for this'
        Dan Diamond, Aaron Schaffer, Jonathan Edwards

        A Post analysis of submitted comments found more than 97 percent were critical of the planned 90,000-square-foot addition. The White House has defended it as necessary.

      

      
        Federal commission delays vote on Trump's White House ballroom project
        Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond

        The review, and possible vote, by the National Capital Planning Commission on Thursday is the final procedural hurdle for President Donald Trump's plans.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Senate Republicans sell housing plan and affordability, not war in Iran
        Paul Kane

        GOP leaders have tried to focus debate on cost-of-living issues at the top of voters' minds, as war rages throughout Middle East.

      

      
        Trump allies expand role in planning America's 250th anniversary
        Dan Diamond, Cat Zakrzewski, Emily Davies

        Two groups -- one with the imprimatur of Congress, the other with President Trump's blessing -- are jockeying to host celebrations for America's 250th anniversary.

      

      
        House Oversight Committee votes to subpoena Attorney General Pam Bondi
        Kadia  Goba, Jeremy Roebuck

        Bondi has faced criticism from Democrats, and some Republicans, over the Justice Department's handling of the Epstein files.

      

      
        Rep. Gonzales admits to affair with aide who later set herself on fire
        Amy B Wang, Hannah Knowles

        "I made a mistake," said the Texas Republican, hours after the House Ethics Committee announced it would investigate allegations that he "engaged in sexual misconduct."

      

      
        Trump unveils data center pledge amid voter backlash to high utility bills
        Cat Zakrzewski, Evan Halper

        Top AI executives, in response to a backlash against high utility bills, pledged to cover the energy costs created by data centers at an event with the president.

      

      
        Tuesday results put incumbents on notice in 2026 primaries
        Marianna Sotomayor, Kadia  Goba, Dan Merica

        For Democrats, age may become a liability this cycle; for Republicans, trouble may arise without a Trump endorsement.

      

      
        DOJ to appeal judge's order barring search of Post reporter's devices
        Perry Stein

        The Justice Department said it plans to appeal a judge's decision that blocked the government from searching Post reporter Hannah Natanson's electronic devices.

      

      
        Senate rejects resolution to force Trump to end Iran strikes
        Theodoric Meyer

        Congress has voted on seven other war powers resolutions since June, all of which failed.

      

      
        Spanish prime minister rebukes Trump's war in Iran, escalating feud
        Anthony Faiola, Ellen Francis

        By criticizing the U.S.-led attack and refusing to bow to Trump's threat of trade retaliation, Pedro Sanchez set himself apart from other European leaders.

      

      
        RFK Jr.'s dunk on Dunkin' riles up New Englanders: 'Come and take it'
        Matt Viser, Rachel Roubein

        "We're going to ask Dunkin' Donuts and Starbucks, 'Show us the safety data that show that it's okay for a teenage girl to drink an iced coffee with 115 grams of sugar in it,'" the health secretary said recently.

      

      
        Trump could blunt Democrats' momentum in Texas with key endorsement
        Liz Goodwin, Karen Tumulty

        Republicans are urging Trump to boost Sen. John Cornyn over his more MAGA rival to face Democrat James Talarico in the fall.

      

      
        State Dept. scrambles to aid stranded Americans amid attacks, airport closures
        Adam Taylor, Dan Lamothe, Sammy Westfall

        The Trump administration said it is looking to use a mix of military and chartered flights to help U.S. citizens leave the Middle East as Iran steps up retaliatory strikes.
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Politics
Republican Sen. Steve Daines won't run for reelection in Montana
Another Republican received President Donald Trump's endorsement shortly after Daines's announcement.

Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana) during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in July. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer, Dan Merica | 2026-03-05
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana) said Wednesday night that he would not run for reelection this year, opening up his Senate seat eight months before the midterm elections.
"I'm grateful to God for allowing me to serve," Daines said in a video. "But after much careful thought, I've decided not to seek reelection."
Daines, 63, had filed to run for reelection but withdrew minutes before Montana's filing deadline of 5 p.m. Mountain time on Wednesday, according to a spokesperson for the Montana secretary of state's office. Eight minutes before the filing deadline, Kurt Alme, the U.S. attorney for the District of Montana, filed to run -- and almost immediately received President Donald Trump's endorsement.
"Kurt is exceptional, and I will be giving him, based on Steve's strongest recommendation, my Complete and Total Endorsement," Trump wrote Wednesday night on social media.
Alme also served as U.S. attorney during Trump's first administration and worked for Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte (R) as state budget director.
Daines's announcement came hours after Seth Bodnar, a former University of Montana president, said he would run for Senate. Bodnar is running as an independent -- though he is using the Democratic fundraising platform ActBlue to raise money.
The Montana Democratic Party said it would not back him. At least one Democrat, former state representative Reilly Neill, also is running for the seat.
"The mission of the Montana Democratic Party is to support candidates who run as Democrats. Full stop. We do not support candidates outside of the party, and our bylaws prevent us from doing so," Montana Democratic Party Chair Shannon O'Brien said in a statement.
Daines's last-minute decision may have reduced the size of the Democratic primary field because it is typically easier to win an open seat than to defeat an incumbent. However, Jon Tester, the Democratic former senator from Montana who lost his seat in 2024, told The Washington Post that he would not have run to return to the Senate this year even if Daines had dropped out earlier.
"If I was going to run, I would want to run against Daines," Tester said. "I think he's got a horrible record, and I think that's one of the reasons he got out."
Tester said Daines's decision "doesn't pass the smell test," but he attributed it to the senator not wanting to face voters after "rubber-stamping" Trump's policies on tariffs, health care and war.
"People are pissed about that, and you'd have to go out and face them during a campaign," Tester said. "I'm not sure he had the stomach for it."
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said Thursday that he was disappointed that Daines was not running for reelection and that he learned only recently about his decision.
"How he handled it is his business, and it will be up to the people of Montana to decide who the next senator is," Thune told reporters.
Daines's decision to leave the race right before the filing deadline drew immediate criticism from his opponents -- and at least one Republican.
"Steve Daines has so little respect for Montana Republicans that he withdrew at the last minute to coronate his handpicked successor instead of giving them a voice at the ballot box," Bodnar said in a statement Wednesday night.
Al Olszewski, a Republican running in Montana for retiring Republican Rep. Ryan Zinke's seat, wrote on social media that "Steve Daines just betrayed the trust of all Montanans." Zinke said Monday that he would not run for reelection, days before the filing deadline -- but not as close as Daines.
"This practice cannot be accepted by the people of Montana," Olszewski wrote.
Matt McKenna, a longtime Democratic consultant in Montana, said Daines's maneuver could backfire on Alme and help Bodnar.
"The backroom dealing that allowed an also-ran like Kurt Alme to 'win' a primary is precisely what people are tired of and what makes an independent candidate so attractive right now," McKenna wrote in a text message to The Post.
The manner in which Daines quit the race -- what looked like an apparent attempt to help a successor -- is reminiscent of a similar maneuver by a House Democrat last year.
Rep. Jesus "Chuy" Garcia (D-Illinois) announced his retirement in November after his state's filing deadline. His chief of staff, Patty Garcia -- who is not a relation -- was the only candidate who knew about it with enough time to collect 2,500 signatures to run for the seat. The move prompted one of Garcia's colleagues, Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-Washington), to introduce a resolution to rebuke him, which the House passed on a bipartisan vote.
Daines is the 10th senator to decide not to seek reelection in November. Three other senators are running for governor and are expected to resign their seats if they win.
Democrats hailed Daines's decision not to seek reelection as an indicator that Republicans are nervous about the midterms -- even in a state that Trump won by 20 points in 2024.
"Republicans' midterm prospects are so bleak in 2026 that yet another senator is running for the hills," Monica Robinson, a spokeswoman for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, said in a statement.
But Democrats face a tough road to retaking the Republican-controlled Senate. They would need to pick up four seats, including at least two in states that Trump won by double digits in 2024. Democrats have not made Montana a priority, focusing their energies instead on flipping Maine, North Carolina, Ohio and Alaska.
Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina), chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, praised Daines on Wednesday night on X for helping Republicans take back the Senate majority in 2024 while Daines was NRSC chair.
"The NRSC looks forward to keeping Montana red this November, and welcoming Kurt as the state's next U.S. Senator," Scott added.
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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White House
Thousands of public comments slam Trump's ballroom: 'I did not vote for this'
A Post analysis of submitted comments found more than 97 percent were critical of the planned 90,000-square-foot addition. The White House has defended it as necessary. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Chloe Meister/The Washington Post; Peter W. Stevenson, Salwan Georges/The Washington Post; NCPC)


By Dan Diamond, Aaron Schaffer, Jonathan Edwards | 2026-03-05
President Donald Trump has spent months touting his planned White House ballroom, but this week the public gets its first chance to formally offer him their thoughts.
The verdict: They don't like it.
Members of the public sent more than 35,000 comments about the project to the National Capital Planning Commission ahead of its Thursday hearing to review the ballroom, according to a Washington Post analysis of comments posted on the commission's website.
The "vast majority" of comments came from those who oppose the plan, commission staff said. The Post found that more than 97 percent of comments were critical of the president's plans. (The Post used artificial intelligence to classify the submissions and measured its accuracy against a hand-checked sample.)
More than 100 people were also slated to testify at the virtual hearing.
The comments, which are available online, represent a striking departure from how the president and his aides have depicted the ballroom, arguing that the project is popular and necessary. Trump's handpicked members of the Commission of Fine Arts, which weighs in on major design projects in Washington, unanimously approved the project last month, agreeing with the president's contention that the planned 1,000-seat ballroom is needed to help entertain VIP guests.
Trump's appointees to the National Capital Planning Commission, which focuses on urban planning in the region, are also expected to help ensure the project is swiftly approved. Commission officials said Thursday they would delay voting on the ballroom proposal until their April 2 meeting, citing the significant public feedback. The White House has said it plans to begin above-ground construction of the ballroom as soon as next month, following the panels' reviews.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation, an organization charged by Congress with preserving historic buildings, sued in December to block the ballroom project, arguing that Americans had not had an opportunity to comment on Trump's changes before the president tore down part of a building known as "The People's House."
About a quarter of the comments appear to echo criticism first submitted by Anara Guard, a creative writer, which was then amplified in a Facebook post by Sara Paretsky, a mystery writer. Guard's comment -- which includes the line "I oppose the spending of $300 million on this project, which was initiated without the proper authorization, permits, or design review"-- appears to have been used around 10,000 times, the Post review found.
Paretsky, the Chicago-based author of the "V. I. Warshawski" series, said in an interview that she has regularly used social media to criticize the president's policies, including protesting ICE's presence in her hometown. But nothing has struck a chord online like the idea of the president demolishing the East Wing last year, she said. Her Facebook post was shared about 20,000 times.
"I think people felt as viscerally attacked as if their own homes had been hit by a wrecking ball, because, in a way, it symbolically is our home," Paretsky said.
Polls have found that most Americans oppose the president's planned ballroom. Fifty-eight percent of respondents said they opposed tearing down the East Wing to build the ballroom, according to an Economist/YouGov poll conducted last month, while 25 percent said they supported it.
Stephen Staudigl, a spokesman for the National Capital Planning Commission, wrote in an email that the commission received more than 35,000 public comments on the project, which represents the most feedback on a project before the panel in recent years.
A survey of the comments reveals a range of reasons for Americans' opposition.
The letter-writers included: architects who questioned whether the White House ballroom team was complying with the profession's code of conduct, which calls for protecting historic assets; congressional lawmakers who demanded answers about the scale and scope of the president's project; and longtime Republicans who said they were faithful supporters of Trump but angered by his treatment of a treasured building.
"I voted for Trump three times. But I did not vote for this," Jim Cunningham, a Republican who has held local elected office in his hometown of Media, Pa., said in an interview Monday. "Trump is only a temporary occupant of the White House. It belongs to the American people. It's not his personal property."

Jim Cunningham wrote and sent this letter to the National Capital Planning Commission during the public comment period for President Donald Trump's proposed ballroom. (National Capital Planning Commission)



Cunningham, a Republican who has held local elected office in his hometown of Media, Pa., said he has voted for the president in three elections. (National Capital Planning Commission)


A number of former White House staffers also weighed in.
Deborah Sloan, who worked in the East Wing from 1969 to 1972 as assistant to White House Social Secretary Lucy Winchester, challenged Trump's contention that administrations need a 1,000-seat facility to properly entertain VIP guests.
Sloan, 80, said in an interview she was "intimately involved" in planning state dinners, Christmas parties and first lady Pat Nixon's "Evenings at the White House," which featured popular artists like Johnny Cash, Sammy Davis Jr. and Merle Haggard. The State Dining Room, which can seat 140 guests, almost always had enough space to accommodate the guest list, she said, especially since the White House often invited 50 more people to the larger East Room for after-dinner entertainment and dancing.
The relatively small size conveyed the specialness of the event, she said.
"The magic of a state dinner is the intimacy the guests feel when they're in the presence of the president of the United States, not in having to stand in a receiving line with 500 or 1,000 people," Sloan told The Post.

Washington, D.C.: This letter was sent to the National Capital Planning Commission by Deborah Sloan during the public comment period for President Donald Trump's proposed ballroom on the former site of the East Wing of the White House. (Released by National Capital Planning Commission) (Deborah Sloan)


Other comments were more prosaic. One letter-writer proposed a new "Eagle Wing" of the White House, including an image of a chrome eagle sculpture that would serve as a centerpiece. Another called for the ruins of the East Wing to remain undisturbed as "a memorial to its history and to the American people."
Some commenters registered their disapproval visually, such as connecting Trump's ballroom to his other makeovers of the White House grounds. Another letter-writer argued that the 90,000-square-foot ballroom addition, next to the 55,000-square-foot White House mansion, would force the president to adopt new stationery, drawing a mock-up for comparison.

One letter-writer connected the ballroom project to the president's other makeovers of the White House grounds. (National Capital Planning Commission)



Richard Orton used his letter to argue that the proposed ballroom would force the president to adopt new stationery, drawing a mock-up for comparison. (National Capital Planning Commission)


A slender share of the comments cheered for the ballroom. A letter-writer identified as Anne Nieman said she supported the project, citing lessons from her father, a preservation architect in Alabama.
"Our White House has been burned, rebuilt, added to, and modernized over many decades to keep the building functional and secure for our national government and the occupants therein. This is how you save historic structures: by keeping them viable and adapting to modern uses and needs," Nieman wrote.
Others simply cited their faith in the president.
"I am confident in President Trump's expert talents in the entire project," a letter-writer identified as Herman Goetter wrote.
But most commenters said Trump was destroying the historic building, not saving it.
Sloan and Penny Adams, a fellow former East Wing staffer who served the first lady from 1969 to 1973, said they want the commission to reject the project and direct White House planners to create a replica of the East Wing. If commissioners allow a ballroom building, they should insist the Trump administration dramatically shrink the proposed structure so that it doesn't "dwarf that iconic symbol of America."
Paretsky and others flatly said they wished future leaders would go further.
If the ballroom is built, "I would like to see it torn down," Paretsky said. "I don't see a use for it. It's something like double the size of the rest of the White House. It will be there like an enormous tumor."
The Post used artificial intelligence to classify more than 35,000 public comments posted on the NCPC website as of 5 p.m. on March 4, 2026. To measure the accuracy of its classification tool, The Post selected a random sample of comments that did not include a phrase from the duplicated comment referenced in this story, and found that the tool had a 100% success rate for critical comments, and an 86% success rate for non-critical comments, meaning that the percentage of critical comments is likely an undercount. (The tool classified around 10,000 comments that used an identical phrase from Anara Guard's comment as being critical of the project.)
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White House
Federal commission delays vote on Trump's White House ballroom project
The review, and possible vote, by the National Capital Planning Commission on Thursday is the final procedural hurdle for President Donald Trump's plans.

Work continues Feb. 24 to construct a ballroom at the White House where the East Wing once stood. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


By Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond | 2026-03-05
A federal planning commission on Thursday delayed a vote on President Donald Trump's planned White House ballroom until next month, citing "significant public input," including tens of thousands of comments· -- nearly all of them critical of the project.
The National Capital Planning Commission had planned to review the proposal and vote on it -- the final procedural hurdle for an effort to dramatically remake one of the most revered symbols of American power and democracy.
But partway into the meeting, commission Chair Will Scharf said that he expects public comment to last five to nine hours, with over 100 people signed up to testify, which will likely require the board to recess Thursday evening and resume Friday morning. The commission will discuss and vote on the project at its April 2 meeting, he said.
Ahead of Thursday's hearing, the agency received more than 35,000 comments about the project, according to a Washington Post analysis· of submissions posted on the commission's website. The "vast majority" came from those who oppose the plan, commission staff said. The Washington Post found that more than 97 percent of comments were critical of the president's plans. (The Post used artificial intelligence to classify the submissions and measured its accuracy against a hand-checked sample.)
The delayed vote is a snag in Trump's push to rush the project through the approval process so construction can be completed before the end of his second term. Securing approval at the commission's next meeting, however, could keep the project on schedule; the White House has said it plans to begin aboveground construction as soon as next month.
The commission's endorsement would be the last bureaucratic obstacle in the Trump administration's push to secure approval for the $400 million ballroom from two federal committees charged by Congress with reviewing the designs of major construction projects in Washington. Late last year, the White House laid out a strategy to complete the process within nine weeks, a plan that's now been pushed to just over three months.
Historic preservationists have sued to stop the project, and a federal judge is considering their challenge, which alleges that Trump is unlawfully pursuing a project that requires express authorization from Congress.
Last week, the National Capital Planning Commission's executive director, Marcel Acosta, recommended that the 12-member panel approve the project. In an 11-page report published Friday, Acosta said the proposed structure will provide presidents with a larger permanent event space while protecting "the historic integrity and cultural landscape of the White House."
Acosta's assessment contrasts sharply with the public response. Tens of thousands of comments criticized what opponents described as a rushed approval process, insufficient public input and a design that would overshadow the main White House building.

The worksite of the White House ballroom project as seen last month from the Washington Monument. (Jonathan Edwards/The Washington Post)


The president has made the building a priority of his second term, and he returns to it often in public remarks and social media posts. He clashed with the project's previous lead architect about the size of the addition.
Trump has made strategic moves to secure its success, including reshaping the membership of the two federal bodies that must sign off on the project: the National Capital Planning Commission and the Commission of Fine Arts. Last month, the Commission of Fine Arts, which now includes Trump's 26-year-old executive assistant, voted unanimously to approve the project. Chair Rodney Mims Cook Jr. called it a "desperately needed" and "very beautiful structure," whose design he credited to Trump.
The National Capital Planning Commission is led by Will Scharf, the White House staff secretary and Trump's former personal lawyer, whom the president appointed in July. The commission includes a pair of other White House officials, James Blair and Stuart Levenbach. It also has nine seats apportioned to sitting Cabinet secretaries and other officials who have a role in overseeing Washington, although senior officials and lawmakers usually send a representative in lieu of attending themselves.
Although federal design commissions have traditionally acted as a constraint on government construction projects -- often holding extended deliberations that last for years -- Trump has pressed to move the project along swiftly so it can wrap before his term concludes.
Last year, the president ordered the rapid demolition of the East Wing annex without first seeking authorization from Congress or the review committees. Trump's plan for a new ballroom building on the site that matches the "height and scale" of the main White House has advanced despite objections from a federal judge, architecture experts and historic preservationists, who argue that the structure would be too big, dwarfing a centuries-old American symbol.
White House officials want the commission to approve in one fell swoop the ballroom building's preliminary and final plans, which the body normally takes up individually at separate meetings, giving agency planners time to incorporate commission feedback before resubmitting updated plans. For example, the planning commission approved a new White House perimeter fence in three steps over seven months, starting with a conceptual design in July 2016 and ending with final plans in February 2017.
Last week, Trump scored another victory on the ballroom front. U.S. District Judge Richard J. Leon ruled that construction on the project could proceed, citing procedural problems with a lawsuit challenging the president's ability to unilaterally build the structure. The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a congressionally chartered organization that advocates for protecting historic sites, amended and refiled its complaint Sunday, three days after Leon's ruling.
Trump has repeatedly defended the project's $400 million price tag, saying it is a benefit to taxpayers that the project will be paid for with private donations.
"I built many a ballroom. I believe it's going to be the most beautiful ballroom anywhere in the world," Trump said Monday at a ceremony in which he awarded the Medal of Honor to three Army soldiers.

President Donald Trump talks about noise from the ballroom construction before a Medal of Honor ceremony at the White House on  Monday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Democrats and government watchdog organizations have raised concerns about those donors, which include major corporations such as Amazon, Google and Palantir -- companies that together have billions of dollars in federal contracts. Critics have questioned whether donors could receive special access or other benefits in return. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) Some Democrats say improvements to the White House complex may be warranted but contend that the ballroom should be far smaller and subject to congressional oversight to ensure transparency.
Polls have found that most Americans oppose the project. Twenty-five percent of respondents said they supported tearing down the East Wing to build the ballroom, compared with 58 percent who opposed doing so, according to an Economist/YouGov poll conducted last month.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Politics
Senate Republicans sell housing plan and affordability, not war in Iran
GOP leaders have tried to focus debate on cost-of-living issues at the top of voters' minds, as war rages throughout Middle East. 

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington on Tuesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Paul Kane | 2026-03-05
The messaging discord on the war in the Middle East could be summed up in just a few minutes Tuesday afternoon.
Just past 2:15 p.m., the White House communications office blasted out an urgent news release touting the "unrelenting force of America's warriors" in a more than 500-word memo highlighting what President Donald Trump considers early successes in the attack on Iran.
At almost the exact same time, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) kicked off his weekly news conference with a 90-second dissertation on an important-but-modest bill to change housing laws to cut down on red tape and increase home building.
"It's a piece of legislation that strikes at the very heart of the issue of affordability," Thune told reporters.
He pivoted to complaints about Democrats not yet supporting legislation to reopen the Department of Homeland Security, which has had a funding lapse since mid-February. He never mentioned Iran once, before handing off to another Republican to further highlight the housing bill.
It's been like this most of the week. After a 90-second statement Monday in support of the Iranian mission, mourning the four U.S. troops killed to that point, Thune gave three Senate floor speeches and the opening remarks at a news conference. He only mentioned Iran twice, in passing.
While he and other Republicans have faced many questions from the media on the war, they have tried to focus on the domestic legislative agenda that voters are most concerned about: cost of living.
Indeed, a trio of initial polls -- from The Washington Post, CNN and Reuters -- found that, at best, 4  in  10 Americans initially supported the bombing mission against Iran. Only about 20 percent of Americans strongly support the war.
Senate Republicans acknowledged this week that most voters remain  preoccupied with their own economic struggles, with a deep dislike for foreign entanglements in a region where U.S. forces have already fought two long wars this century that left almost 7,000 troops dead and tens of thousands wounded.
"A lot of people are dealing with a lot of things at the personal level, at the local level, at their state levels, and this wasn't on their short list of things to be concerned about," said Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-North  Dakota), a close ally of Thune. "And I think there's a general skepticism, frankly, about our involvement in the Middle East anyway."

Commuters make their way along a busy street against the backdrop of a cloud of smoke rising after airstrikes in Tehran on Wednesday. (-/AFP/Getty Images)


In terms of the politics of war, the not-so-long-ago days of voters rallying around the flag for a president launching military action have faded.
Trump's successful bombing of Iran's nuclear facilities in late June was followed by a slight drop in his approval rating, just as the early October ceasefire in Gaza was followed by another drop in his approval, according to Gallup's monthly polling.
Voters seem to discount any success in overseas matters, which have consumed a surprising amount of focus for the self-proclaimed "America First" president. A CNN poll last month found that only 32 percent of Americans think Trump is focused on the right priorities.
That's why Republicans, particularly in the Senate, want to keep their eye on pocketbook issues. The Senate held just two votes by lunchtime Wednesday, both procedural motions that passed with overwhelming bipartisan support to advance the housing bill.
Rejecting any need to debate a war resolution, Republicans have suggested that the only official role for Congress will be to field a request from administration officials whenever they need additional funding to replenish the weapons stockpile.
Democrats forced the only actual war vote this week, on a resolution that,  had it passed, would have forced a debate on whether to authorize Trump's use of the military in the Middle East.
That vote failed, 47 to 53, as just one Republican, Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky, joined the Democrats in trying to force a debate.
With that vote set aside, Republicans hope to push their housing bill through early next week.
House Republicans have advanced a resolution that is expected to be voted on Thursday "reaffirming Iran remains the largest state sponsor of terrorism" and outlining over two pages many of the attacks their proxies waged in the region. House Democrats have forced their own version of a war-powers vote, which is expected to fail Thursday just as the Senate version failed Wednesday.
Once those votes conclude Thursday, the House will depart on a nearly 11-day break from any legislative action, in part to allow Republicans to fly down to Trump's luxury resort in Miami to hold a three-day policy retreat.
From Feb. 13, the day the homeland security shutdown began, until March 15, the House will have been in session and voting for just four days.
This post-attack posture follows a pre-attack effort by Trump and his top advisers that had little public campaigning in the run-up to launching a war to win over voters to support the effort.
According to The Washington Post poll taken in the days after the attacks began, just 39 percent support Trump "ordering airstrikes" against Iran, while 52 percent opposed it. In terms of the most intense views, those strongly opposing the airstrikes (39 percent) nearly doubled those strongly supporting them (22 percent) -- almost exactly matching CNN's finding.
This lack of support violates one of the military's long-standing rules of engagement, often called the "Powell Doctrine," after Colin Powell when he was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  Powell, working with other generals and top military, declared that a key failure in the Vietnam War was not sustaining public support for a clearly defined objective.
That's why both Presidents Bush took a long approach to launching their wars against Iraq, seeking input from Congress and the United Nations to rally public support before launching their attacks.

President George W. Bush signs a resolution authorizing the use of force against Iraq on Oct. 16, 2002 at the White House. (Ron Edmonds/AP)


In January 2002, almost 14 months before the U.S. invasion of Iraq, George W. Bush used the phrase "axis of evil" -- Iran, Iraq and North Korea -- in a State of the Union address that began to build support for the eventual Iraq invasion. High-profile negotiations with congressional leadership ended with affirmative, bipartisan votes in the House and Senate for the war in October 2002.
Bush fell short of getting the U.N. Security Council behind him as his father, George H.W. Bush, did for the 1991 Iraq War.
The elder Bush also won congressional approval for a war resolution. And a few days into that war, about 80 percent of Americans approved of how Bush was handling the invasion.
While he lacked similar global backing, George W. Bush delivered a prime-time, nationally televised address just days before the invasion, drawing huge support among Americans.
Support went from 59 percent earlier that month to 71 percent, according to a Post-ABC poll at the time. Some 60 percent of Democrats supported going to war in March 2003.
That Iraq War unraveled as the foundation for it, ridding Iraq of weapons of mass destruction, turned out to be false and a quagmire ensued. But it took well into his second term before Bush's overall job approval rating fell 40 percent, according to Gallup.
Trump started his war with Iran at a much more deeply unpopular position -- a Washington Post poll two weeks ago found just 41 percent of Americans approving of his performance.
Cramer noted that lawmakers need to do what they can to amplify their reasons for supporting the war. "It's important for those of us that believe strongly in it to talk to you all on a regular basis and share why it's so important," he told reporters Tuesday.
But he also said that the days of trying to rally Americans behind a presidential military action are done.
"Most people are opposed to wars. I mean, I'm not crazy for them, but I don't think that's the first priority, when you have a threat like Iran, is to rally all of the pollsters and voters, so you get to 51 percent  favorables. That's not why we hire intelligence officers," he said.
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White House
Trump allies expand role in planning America's 250th anniversary
Two groups -- one with the imprimatur of Congress, the other with President Trump's blessing -- are jockeying to host celebrations for America's 250th anniversary.

(Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Cat Zakrzewski, Emily Davies | 2026-03-05

Images are projected onto the Washington Monument on Dec. 31, 2025 during an event organized by Freedom 250. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


Two groups -- one with the imprimatur of Congress, the other with President Donald Trump's blessing -- are jockeying to host celebrations marking America's 250th anniversary, sparking confusion, muddled messages and new scrutiny from Democrats who ask why the Trump-aligned group is receiving federal money.
America250, led by a bipartisan board created by Congress a decade ago to mark the nation's semiquincentennial, has overseen events such as the Army's 250th anniversary last year. It has also issued grants to state commissions and sponsored initiatives such as a float in this year's Rose Parade.
Freedom 250, a public-private partnership launched by the White House in December, has emerged as the more publicized and prolific group, with a flurry of high-profile announcements, including some from the Oval Office.
"Freedom Trucks," six customized semitrucks backed by $10 million in federal funds and with educational content crafted by conservative educators, have begun crisscrossing red states. A "Freedom Plane" took flight from Washington this week, beginning a nationwide tour in which the Boeing 737 will ferry the Declaration of Independence and other historic documents. The group is also planning a national prayer event on the National Mall, an IndyCar race around D.C., and a UFC fight hosted outside the White House on Trump's birthday. The organization is led by Keith Krach, who served in the first Trump administration.
Both groups are drawing on private funds for their programming, with sponsors such as Exiger, Oracle and Palantir contributing to both organizations. The groups are also set to share in $150 million appropriated by Congress last year and managed by the Interior Department.
The rapid rise of Freedom 250, with its Trump-tailored programming, has unnerved some liberals and watchdog organizations, who question whether it is wrongly tapping into funds intended for nationwide anniversary celebrations and promising access to the president at a price. Twelve Senate Democrats on Tuesday pressed the Interior Department to provide a "clear accounting" of money routed to Freedom 250, in a letter sent to the Trump administration and shared with The Washington Post.
"The Trump administration's latest venture, Freedom 250, continues to raise serious and troubling questions about whether access to the president or official government events is for sale to the highest bidders," Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California), who led the letter, said in a statement to The Post. "And if the administration is commingling taxpayer dollars with other funds in an unaccountable private entity run by the president's allies, it is an open invitation for corruption. We need answers."
Public Citizen, a consumer advocacy organization, also has called for congressional investigations, citing a recent New York Times report that donors to Freedom 250 were offered access to Trump if they gave $1 million or more.
Freedom 250 spokeswoman Rachel Reisner referred questions about its federal funding to the Interior Department. Trump "is deeply grateful for the support of his donors, but unlike the politicians of the past, he can't be bought," she said in a statement.
She added that the organization has reached out to all 50 governors and partnered with a range of organizations, including PragerU and MyAmerica2026.
"As we approach this historic milestone in our nation's founding, we will not be deterred by any partisan outrage or political theater," Reisner said.
The Trump administration also has touted its approach, and Trump has repeatedly celebrated that he will be the president to oversee the nation's 250th anniversary -- an idea he embraced on the campaign trail.
Asked about its plans to distribute the $150 million provided by Congress and what share would go toward Freedom 250, the Interior Department declined to comment.
"The Department of the Interior looks forward to celebrating Freedom 250 and saluting 250 years of American greatness alongside President Donald J. Trump -- the most iconic and accomplished President in the history of our great nation," the department said in a statement.
America250 and Freedom 250 have publicly touted their shared commitment to the nation's semiquincentennial.
Rosie Rios, the Democrat leading America 250, has repeatedly praised her counterparts in interviews and statements, saying that Freedom 250 will focus on Washington-area events while her group tackles nationwide programming.
The bipartisan commission "has taken every possible step" to support the Trump administration's activities, the group said in its report to Congress in January.
But the tensions between the organizations have grown, according to five people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. Freedom 250 officials have bristled at the pace of America250's work and output, and argued that the bipartisan group has been overly bureaucratic and politically correct. They also argue that America250 -- which has received more than $100 million in federal funding since 2019 -- has little to show for those contributions.
America 250 said in a statement that it continues to actively collaborate with the White House task force, Freedom 250 and the full executive branch to plan the celebrations.
In comparison, one person familiar with the matter said, Freedom 250 drew on $3 million in federal funds last year to quickly produce a New Year's Eve light display on the Washington Monument.
America250 officials and allies, meanwhile, have questioned whether the Trump-backed group is too focused on activities that please the president and say the group threatens to siphon money that could be used for nationwide activities. America250 has received $25 million of the $150 million apportioned by Congress last year for anniversary activities, according to a person familiar with its finances.
The friction between the groups reached a breaking point in the planning for the Army's 250th birthday last summer -- a military parade in Washington that coincided with Trump's birthday, said one person familiar with the plans. America250 wanted the celebration to focus on the military, not the president. Freedom 250 wanted Trump, as the commander in chief, to be front and center, the person said.
Some programming has shifted between the two groups. America250 originally applied for and received a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services for the Freedom Trucks, mobile museums inspired by the American Freedom Train that crisscrossed the country from 1975-1976. The institute is a federal agency that provides financial support for museums and libraries. The $10 million grant was later voluntarily transferred to Freedom 250, according to an official of the agency.
"These mobile museums, which tell the incredible story of our nation's founding, will be a cherished memory for an entire generation," Keith Sonderling, a Trump appointee who leads the museum and library agency, said in a statement.
Marissa Streit, chief executive of PragerU, a conservative media organization, said her company volunteered to produce all video and educational content for the Freedom Trucks after White House officials came up with the vision and worked with Hillsdale College to develop the displays.
Streit insisted that despite the uniformly conservative credentials of the people involved, the exhibits showed a balanced view of history.
"I believe we need to teach and talk about both the negative things that have happened in our country as well as the positive," she said.
The tensions are a departure from the approach taken during the bicentennial under President Gerald Ford, who sought to make sure the celebrations did not raise questions of impropriety in the wake of the Watergate scandal, said Richard Painter, the chief White House ethics lawyer in the George W. Bush administration.
"The one thing our taxpayer funds should not be used for is politicizing the 250th anniversary of the founding of the country," said Painter, co-author of "The U.S. Presidency: Power, Responsibility, and Accountability." "One of the things [the founders] were most afraid of is faction and political parties destroying our democracy. The celebrations here shouldn't be owned by one political party or another."
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Politics
House Oversight Committee votes to subpoena Attorney General Pam Bondi
Bondi has faced criticism from Democrats, and some Republicans, over the Justice Department's handling of the Epstein files.

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) speaks to journalists after a deposition with former president Bill Clinton on Friday, part of the House Oversight Committee investigation into Jeffrey Epstein. (Charly Triballeau/AFP/Getty Images)


By Kadia  Goba, Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-03-05
The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee voted to subpoena Attorney General Pam Bondi on Wednesday, setting up yet another clash between House Republicans and the White House over convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
The vote compels Bondi to appear before the committee for a closed-door deposition regarding the Justice Department's handling of the investigation into Epstein and his associates in compliance with the Epstein Files Transparency Act, which required the Justice Department to release all its files related to Epstein.
Rep. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) introduced the motion to consider the subpoena. Every Democrat on the committee voted in favor of subpoenaing the attorney general, as did Republican Reps. Lauren Boebert (Colorado), Michael Cloud (Texas), Scott Perry (Pennsylvania) and Tim Burchett (Tennessee).
"For months, Attorney General Bondi has been instrumental in orchestrating the White House's cover-up of the Epstein files, and has failed to comply with our bipartisan subpoena for the release of the complete, unredacted files. The American people deserve transparency, survivors deserve justice, and we are demanding answers," said Rep. Robert Garcia (California), the ranking Democrat on the committee.
It was not clear Wednesday how Bondi would respond to the subpoena, and the attorney general did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The Epstein Files Transparency Act required that all of the Justice Department's Epstein files be publicly released by Dec. 19. The department released more than 100,000 pages of material by that deadline but did not release the majority of its files until the end of January. The delay drew condemnation from Democrats and some Republicans.
The Justice Department has been under fire for months over its compliance with the law, with lawmakers finding fault in the missed deadline, the level of redactions in the documents, the interruption of public access to certain documents and the failure to redact some information related to victims' identities. Several lawmakers have also accused the department of withholding files required to be released.
Last month, Bondi touted the Justice Department's efforts to comply with the law during an appearance before the House Judiciary Committee.
"More than 500 attorneys and reviewers spent thousands of hours painstakingly reviewing millions of pages to comply with Congress's law," Bondi said. "We've released more than 3 million pages, including 180,000 images, all to the public, while doing our very best in the time frame allotted by the legislation to protect victims."
A Wall Street Journal analysis published Tuesday found that more than 47,000 files appear to be missing from the public archive posted on the Justice Department's website, including FBI documents that the Journal says contain allegations against President Donald Trump.
Trump was once friendly with Epstein but has said he cut ties with the financier in the mid-2000s. Trump has repeatedly said he had no knowledge of Epstein's criminal behavior and has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing in connection to Epstein.
Multiple news outlets have reported that three summaries of interviews the FBI conducted in 2019 with a woman who accused Trump of sexually assaulting her were not included in the documents released to date.
The existence of those summaries is noted, however, in an index that the Justice Department made public, which said she had met with investigators four times. A summary of only one of those interviews is included in the publicly released files.
The woman told investigators she had been abused by Trump decades earlier when she was a minor, according to the available summary. No evidence has emerged to publicly corroborate that accusation. 
Rep. Yassamin Ansari (D-Arizona) told The Washington Post that she hoped to learn more about the decision to withhold the documents during any deposition.
"Pam Bondi has a direct hand in the cover-up of the Epstein files, the most egregious cover-up in American history," Ansari said. "I specifically want to know why the DOJ is withholding FBI documents pertaining to allegations against Donald Trump of sexual abuse against a minor."
The White House rebutted the woman's allegation when asked about it Wednesday.
"Just as President Trump has said, he's been totally exonerated on anything relating to Epstein," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson said in response to the allegation of abuse. "And by releasing thousands of pages of documents, cooperating with the House Oversight Committee's subpoena request, signing the Epstein Files Transparency Act and calling for more investigations into Epstein's Democrat friends, President Trump has done more for Epstein's victims than anyone before him."
A department spokesperson said Wednesday that no files had been deleted from the site but that 47,635 documents "were offline" for further review to ensure that their release complies with the Epstein transparency law.
Of that tranche of missing files, department officials said they expected to upload some 25,000 of them by the end of the day Wednesday, with the rest of those deemed publishable to follow by the end of the week.
"This is the most transparent Department of Justice in history, and all responsive documents will be repopulated online once proper redactions are made," Justice Department spokesperson Natalie Baldassarre said in a statement.
Although complying with congressional subpoenas is not optional, several past attorneys general in both Republican and Democratic administrations have rejected congressional subpoenas for testimony or documents, citing executive privileges, law enforcement confidentiality or separation-of-powers issues.
In 2024, the Republican-held House voted to hold then-Attorney General Merrick Garland in contempt for his refusal to release audio recordings of President Joe Biden's interview with a special counsel investigating his retention of classified material.
Five years earlier, then-Attorney General William P. Barr was held in contempt of Congress for rebuffing subpoenas for documents and testimony related to special counsel Robert S. Mueller III's investigation of Trump during his first term.
It is up to the Justice Department, however, to prosecute any contempt charges recommended by Congress. And the department took no action on either the Garland or Barr referrals.
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Politics
Rep. Gonzales admits to affair with aide who later set herself on fire
"I made a mistake," said the Texas Republican, hours after the House Ethics Committee announced it would investigate allegations that he "engaged in sexual misconduct."

Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) is headed to a runoff in his primary contest. (Tom Williams/CQ-Roll Call, Inc/Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang, Hannah Knowles | 2026-03-05
Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) acknowledged Wednesday that he had an affair with a staff member who later died after setting herself on fire, contradicting his previous denials of a scandal that has dogged him through his bitter GOP primary race.
"I made a mistake, and I had a lapse in judgment, and there was a lack of faith, and I take full responsibility for those actions," Gonzales said on "The Joe Pags Show," a conservative radio program. "Since then, I have reconciled with my wife, Angel, I've asked God to forgive me -- which he has -- and my faith is as strong as ever."
Gonzales's admission came hours after the House Ethics Committee announced it would investigate allegations that he "engaged in sexual misconduct towards an individual employed in his congressional office" and that he "discriminated unfairly by dispensing special favors or privileges."
Under House rules, lawmakers are not permitted to engage in sexual relationships with staff members.
Gonzales on Tuesday fell short of the majority vote required to avoid a runoff in his GOP primary race. Now he will face off against the other top finisher, Brandon Herrera, a YouTuber with a gun business who calls himself "the AK Guy."
Gonzales, a married father of six, was accused of having an improper relationship with a then-aide, Regina Ann Santos-Aviles, who died in September after lighting herself on fire in her backyard. Her death was ruled a suicide.
Since then, the former aide's estranged husband has shared text messages that showed Gonzales pressing Santos-Aviles for a "sexy pic" and asking her about her favorite sex position. Santos-Aviles pushed back, writing, "This is going too far boss," at one point in the May 2024 conversation.
Gonzales recently declined to say whether the messages are authentic. He previously denied any wrongdoing or improper relationship with Santos-Aviles, and he said Wednesday that he would "let the investigation play out."
"I look forward to the Ethics Committee starting an investigation. I appreciate the opportunity to be able to provide all the facts and all the details that lead to exactly what occurred in the entire situation," Gonzales said during the radio interview. He added that he had not spoken with Santos-Aviles since June 2024 and was "shocked" when he learned of her death.
"I had absolutely nothing to do with her tragic passing," Gonzales said.
Gonzales also said in the interview that a criminal defense attorney for Santos-Aviles's husband reached out to him a couple months after the staffer's death to ask for $300,000 "or else" -- suggesting an effort to blackmail him.
Aviles's lawyer, Bobby Barrera, did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday night but previously confirmed to The Post that he had reached out to Gonzales's attorney seeking a settlement.
"It's not blackmail when you offer to settle a significantly damaging lawsuit confidentially," Barrera told The Post in an interview last month. "It's not blackmail to pursue legal rights in court. It's not blackmail to tell the truth. ... To me, that was a total last act of desperation of Tony trying to play the victim once again of his own salacious conduct."
Gonzales, who was endorsed by President Donald Trump, has adamantly refused calls to resign from Congress or to end his reelection bid -- several of which came from his Republican colleagues. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), who is holding onto a razor-thin majority in the House, has called the accusations against Gonzales "very serious" but has not urged him to step aside, saying the issue would "play out" in his reelection bid.
On Wednesday, Gonzales once again waved off calls for him to resign or drop his reelection campaign. "Those that are asking for me not to do my job are the ones that want to see the Republicans fail here in Congress," he said on the radio program. "There's no time. There's no -- we can't let anything slow us down from executing President Trump's agenda."
The Office of Congressional Conduct, a nonpartisan office governed by a board of private citizens, had begun looking into allegations against Gonzales in November, according to the San Antonio Express-News, and it was required to refer the matter to the House Ethics Committee by Wednesday for either further review or dismissal.
Under House rules, the Ethics Committee has up to 90 days to release the OCC's report -- unless it creates an investigative subcommittee, as it has this time, in which case it must release the OCC's findings within a year. Members of the investigative subcommittee have not been selected yet, Guest said Wednesday, suggesting that findings of the investigation will not be made public very soon. There is no timeline for Ethics Committee investigations, which can take months.
Rep. Nancy Mace (South Carolina), one of the GOP lawmakers who has called on Gonzales to resign, introduced a resolution last week that would compel the Ethics Committee to release, within 60 days of adoption, all reports related to sexual harassment violations involving lawmakers, their staff members or lobbyists.
House Ethics Committee members opposed the bill, warning that it could have a chilling effect on victim and witness participation in their investigations. On Wednesday afternoon, the House voted 357-65 to refer Mace's resolution to committee, effectively killing it.
"The establishment protects itself, never the victims," Mace wrote on X after the vote.
Voters do not always punish scandals, and this was apparent Tuesday night in other Texas primary races. Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) handily defeated a primary challenger, despite being charged in 2024 with bribery, money laundering and conspiracy and being pardoned by President Donald Trump last year.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, who faced a lengthy impeachment trial (which ended in acquittal) and a very public divorce in which his wife accused him of adultery, nevertheless will head into a runoff against Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) for his seat, after neither captured a majority of the vote Tuesday.
Teo Armus and Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump unveils data center pledge amid voter backlash to high utility bills
Top AI executives, in response to a backlash against high utility bills, pledged to cover the energy costs created by data centers at an event with the president.

President Donald Trump speaks about the "Ratepayer Protection Pledge" during an event at the White House on Wednesday. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Evan Halper | 2026-03-04
Top AI executives on Wednesday pledged to cover the energy costs created by their data centers at an event with President Donald Trump, as the administration tries to respond to voter backlash against costly utility bills.
Trump announced the voluntary initiative during his State of the Union address. Companies will face no penalties from the government if they do not comply with its terms.
The event highlighted the administration's awareness of bipartisan anger toward rising energy bills -- 65 percent of voters said they disapproved of Trump's handling of inflation in a February Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.
Sitting around a table in the Indian Treaty room of the White House with executives from Oracle, OpenAI and Microsoft, Trump asserted that the "Ratepayer Protection Pledge" would ensure that consumers aren't footing the bill as companies rapidly build out data centers to support a boom in energy-intensive AI technology.
Trump said that data center developers have "developed a little bit of bad publicity" as communities across the country resist the buildout of the structures.
"They need some PR help," Trump said. "People think if a data center goes in, their electricity prices are going to go up, and that's not happening. It's not going to happen. And for the areas where it did happen, it won't happen anymore."
Last year, the White House largely focused on policies that promoted the swift development of artificial intelligence, advancing the agenda of tech investors and executives seeking to cash in on a potential AI gold rush. The policies, including a December executive order that sought to limit state regulation of the technology, have emerged as a divisive issue within Trump's coalition, separating some in the MAGA base from Trump's allies in Silicon Valley.
Under the pledge that Trump announced, companies said they would pay the full cost of energy resources by building or buying from new power plants. When possible, the companies also committed to add more capacity to serve the broader public. They will also voluntarily negotiate new, separate rate structures with utilities and state governments, a response to concerns that companies have often negotiated better rates than consumers.
The commitments could potentially slow down some multibillion-dollar initiatives to rapidly build data centers, wrote Dan Ives, an analyst at Wedbush Securities.
"While this initiative alleviates a major headache from the Trump administration heading into a critical midterm election cycle, this creates a significant bottleneck with big tech organizations looking to build out large data center footprints quickly," he wrote in a Wednesday note.
Trump's Silicon Valley relationships carry political risk, as Democrats accuse the president of failing to keep his pledges to improve the economy and accuse him of prioritizing billionaire donors over his supporters.
At the event, Trump highlighted some of those relationships. He asked Gwynne Shotwell, the president of xAI parent company SpaceX, to say hello to "a very special person," an apparent reference to Elon Musk, the principal owner of the space company, who served as a key adviser to Trump in the first six months of his administration. He also asked Amazon Web Services CEO Matt Garman to say hello to his "friend." Trump has regularly met with Amazon chairman Jeff Bezos, the chairman of Amazon and the owner of the Washington Post.
This year, the White House has sought to highlight the construction jobs that have been created by companies' billion-dollar investments in artificial intelligence. Construction workers wearing hard hats sat in the audience Wednesday, drawing praise from Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R-Wisconsin).
"You're meshing the high tech with the hammers, putting the guys with the hard hats with the 100-pound brain nerds," he said. "You're not thinking about an election cycle, but thinking about the next generation."
Trump, who frequently takes credit for the accomplishments of presidents who came before him, criticized former President Joe Biden for taking credit for policies that he created during his first term in office. He suggested that the presidents who follow him will benefit from the ratepayer protection pledge, but also suggested that consumers would feel its effects immediately.
The White House pledge comes after several companies, including Microsoft and OpenAI, had announced their own commitments to reduce energy costs. Wednesday's event expanded the commitments to a larger group of companies.
Anthropic, one of the country's leading AI companies, was not in attendance, however, after the administration placed the company on a national security blacklist last week following a dispute with the Pentagon.
Environmentalists criticized the pledge, warning that the buildout of data centers is increasing costs and pollution for communities across the country.
"More than a pledge, we urgently need strong policies and protections to ensure that data centers pay their way, disclose and mitigate their impacts, and are powered by clean energy," said Jill Tauber, vice president of litigation for climate and energy at Earthjustice.
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Politics
Tuesday results put incumbents on notice in 2026 primaries
For Democrats, age may become a liability this cycle; for Republicans, trouble may arise without a Trump endorsement.  

Rep. Al Green (D-Texas), holding a sign as President Donald Trump arrives to deliver the State of the Union on Feb. 24, is one of several incumbents heading to a primary runoff vote. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Marianna Sotomayor, Kadia  Goba, Dan Merica | 2026-03-05
Tuesday's primaries exposed vulnerabilities that are expected to plague incumbent lawmakers in both parties throughout this year's primary elections.
Several old-guard House Democrats faced spirited, successful challenges from younger and more liberal candidates, while several Republicans were imperiled by a lack of an endorsement from President Donald Trump.
In the lead-up to the midterms, Democratic voters expressed eagerness for new faces, while Republican voters were emphatic about their desire for more candidates who hew close to Trump. Key races in Texas and North Carolina found voters acting on those preferences, and incumbents stumbling in response, a development that could foreshadow the results in races still to come.
Tuesday, Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Texas), who has broken with Trump at times and was vying for his fifth term, lost his seat by 15 points in a decisive primary. Rep. Al Green (D-Texas), an 11-term congressman, trailed a younger challenger in a close race that is headed to a runoff because neither candidate won a majority of the vote. And the scandal-plagued Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas), a three-term congressman, is also headed to a runoff in a tight race with his closest GOP challenger.
Meanwhile, Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas), whom Trump has shunned, faces an uncertain May runoff against a figured beloved by much of Trump's base.
Some of Tuesday's races were also complicated by redistricting efforts -- Texas and North Carolina races both featured new districts, and several other states, including California, could have new maps this year as well.
In Texas, the redistricting effort put two incumbents in the same district: Green, and newly elected Rep. Christian Menefee. Green, 78, has been in Congress since Menefee, 37, was a teenager. Earlier this year, Menefee won a seat to replace Rep. Sylvester Turner, who died suddenly last year. Green has made a name for himself nationally by repeatedly interrupting Trump at the State of the Union and filing resolutions to impeach the president.
Neither candidate has received over 50 percent of the vote; under Texas election rules, both must compete in a runoff for the Houston-area seat. Votes are still being tabulated, but Menefee has a slight lead on Green, which Democratic campaign strategists say is attributable to the younger lawmaker campaigning over the past year to win his current seat. Green, drawn into the district in recent months, has been less visible on the campaign trail.
"We've always needed strong Democrats willing to step up and forge a path when the moment demands it. Right now, voters aren't looking for the same old playbook," Menefee said in a statement. "The playbook is being written in real time, and we've got to keep our eyes forward if we're serious about delivering a better future for our communities."
In response, Green told The Washington Post, "I am generational change."
The outcome in the Menefee-Green race is a warning sign for other old-guard Democrats who are facing young challengers across the country. Rep. David Scott (D-Georgia), 80, has filed for his 13th term in Congress despite being voted out by colleagues from his perch as the top Democrat on the House Agriculture Committee for myriad health issues that contributed to absences.
In Michigan, Rep. Shri Thanedar (D), 71, is lagging in fundraising behind 33-year-old state Rep. Donavan McKinney. Rep. John B. Larson (D-Connecticut), 77, has also been outraised by Luke Bronin, 46, a former mayor of Hartford, which sits in the district.
Rep. Steve Cohen (D), who first ran for his Tennessee seat 20 years ago, is facing a legitimate challenger in state Rep. Justin Pearson, 31, who gained national attention for being expelled from the General Assembly after protesting GOP-backed gun policies over a 2023 mass killing at a Nashville school. In California -- a state where the two top candidates also compete in runoffs if they do not notch 50 percent of the vote -- three incumbent Democrats have legitimate challenges from younger rivals.
Generational battles are roiling Democratic Senate primaries as well, with 47-year-old Rep. Seth Moulton (D-Massachusetts) challenging 79-year-old Senate incumbent Edward J. Markey and, in Maine, oyster businessman Graham Platner, 41, running against Gov. Janet Mills, 77.
One bright spot for older incumbents may be in North Carolina's Fourth Congressional District. Two-term Rep. Valerie Foushee (D), 69, narrowly edged out Durham County Commissioner Nida Allam, 32, for the second election in a row. Allam conceded the race Wednesday but said even though she may have lost, "the establishment should stay on watch."
Foushee got considerable help from outside political groups in the closing days of the campaign, namely $1.6 million from Jobs and Democracy PAC. The group is affiliated with a political organization largely funded by money from the artificial intelligence giant Anthropic. The money helped Foushee dominate the race's closing messaging campaign.
David Hogg, the head of Leaders We Deserve, a progressive group that backed Menefee and Allam and is focused on ousting incumbent members of Congress, said Tuesday's races reflected "a real hunger for new leadership. But it also shows us ... that it is really hard to defeat incumbents."
Still, Hogg said, the difficulty incumbents had in their races -- even those that prevailed -- should be a warning for longtime lawmakers in races yet to come.
"If I were an incumbent right now being challenged by us, I would have a pit in my stomach," Hogg said.
Republicans have less of a problem nationwide when it comes to challenges to incumbents. But incumbents who do not notch Trump's endorsement could be at a significant disadvantage. And those who do gain it could use it to overcome other vulnerabilities.
Trump's endorsement of Gonzales in Texas may have helped keep him afloat in his primary amid a scandal involving an alleged affair with a former staffer who died after lighting herself on fire. Gonzales is heading to a runoff with far-right gun activist Brandon Herrera for the second cycle in a row, with Herrera currently holding a narrow, two-point lead. Herrera almost unseated Gonzales in a 2024 runoff, losing by a few hundred votes.
A lack of endorsement likely hurt Crenshaw's chances. The lawmaker found himself in a new district this cycle, following Texas's redistricting effort, which was meant to increase the overall number of safe GOP seats in the state.
Crenshaw lost to Texas state Rep. Steve Toth, whose state-level district is squarely inside Texas's new Second Congressional District, making the race one between two known entities in the region. Republican campaign strategists say Crenshaw may have had an edge had Trump endorsed him, but that blessing never materialized given the former Navy SEAL's frequent criticism of the president.
Texas's Republican Senate primary was complicated in part by Trump's refusal to endorse any candidate. Now that race is headed to a runoff, with Cornyn, the incumbent, facing off against Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, who has weathered several scandals, including an affair, a fraud investigation (settled with a $300,000 payment), a federal abuse of power investigation (eventually dropped), and an impeachment.
National Republicans fear these scandals would make Paxton a weaker candidate in the general election, but Cornyn, lacking Trump's endorsement, was unable to garner a majority of the vote in Tuesday's primary.
On Wednesday, Trump said he would intervene in the race to spare the party spending time and resources on the runoff.
The runoff "cannot, for the good of the Party, and our Country, itself, be allowed to go on any longer. IT MUST STOP NOW!," Trump wrote on his social media platform, Truth Social. "I will be making my Endorsement soon, and will be asking the candidate that I don't Endorse to immediately DROP OUT OF THE RACE! Is that fair? We must win in November!!!"
In the House, incumbents losing races could have a major impact on Republican's working majority. Privately, some House GOP leaders worry that lawmakers who lose their primaries, or are in runoffs, will no longer show up for work in Washington. House Republicans can only spare one vote to pass bills on party lines.
Rep. Wesley Hunt (R-Texas), who ran for Senate against Cornyn and Paxton, has been notoriously absent this year, forcing leadership to postpone votes until he returned to Washington to break stalemates.
"It's always a concern," Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) told reporters, before dismissing the issue. "We've had elections along the way, yet we're still able to move our agenda."
Majority Whip Tom Emmer (R-Minnesota) also publicly downplayed the concern, saying Crenshaw's and Hunt's losses are "disappointing" but that they remain "valued members of the team, and they will be here."
Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report.
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Justice
DOJ to appeal judge's order barring search of Post reporter's devices
The Justice Department said it plans to appeal a judge's decision that blocked the government from searching Post reporter Hannah Natanson's electronic devices. 

(Oliver Contreras/AFP/Getty Images)


By Perry Stein | 2026-03-04
The Justice Department said in court Wednesday that it plans to appeal a judge's decision that blocked the government from searching through a Washington Post reporter's electronic devices as part of a leak investigation.
A federal prosecutor told Magistrate Judge William Porter that he would probably ask a district judge in Virginia to review the decision, which is standard protocol in an appeal of a magistrate judge's ruling.
Justice Department trial attorney Christian Dibblee did not say when the appeal would land, but the government has about 14 days from the magistrate judge's Feb. 24 decision to file its appeal.
In his decision, Porter rejected the government's request to search through Post reporter Hannah Natanson's seized electronic devices and ruled that the court, instead, would be responsible for searching them.
Porter convened the hearing Wednesday to discuss the logistics and parameters of the court's search. If the Justice Department appeals his decision, the court's search would probably be put on hold until the appeal is settled.
Still, Porter said he wanted to continue devising a plan with both sides until he is told to put it on pause. He said it's critical to move expeditiously with the search so that the government can return the devices to Natanson and she can continue her job as a journalist.
The search must also be done quickly, Porter said, so that the government contractor who was charged with leaking information to Natanson can receive the materials as part of his court proceedings.
Porter acknowledged how rare it is for the government to seize a reporter's devices and said he has little precedent to work from as he devises a plan to search the materials.
"As it turns out, there are very few footsteps for us to follow," Porter said. "We're blazing a new trail."
The government executed its unprecedented search of Natanson's home in Virginia on Jan. 14. Federal agents seized a phone, two laptops, a recorder, a portable hard drive and a Garmin watch.
Law enforcement officials said the search was part of their investigation into government contractor Aurelio Luis Perez-Lugones, a systems administrator with a top-secret clearance who was indicted in Maryland last month on charges of unlawfully obtaining and sharing classified materials.
Federal prosecutors have said Perez-Lugones exchanged messages with Natanson before his arrest. They acknowledged that only a small portion of the information on the devices seized from Natanson would be relevant to the case against Perez-Lugones.
They asked Porter to allow a government filter team to search through the devices for relevant information. The team would then hand over the responsive information to prosecutors.
But attorneys for Natanson and The Post said that allowing the government to search through the reporter's phone could compromise the identities of more than 1,200 government sources and have a chilling effect on any future sources.
Natanson wrote in a declaration to the court last month that she typically receives dozens to upward of 100 tips from sources per day on Signal, a secure messaging app. Since the seizure, the number of tips has fallen to zero.
Porter wrote in his opinion last month that the government's interests are at odds with the freedom of the press and that allowing the Justice Department to conduct the search could risk exposing Natanson's sources to investigators who want to stop leaks to the news media.
"Given the documented reporting on government leak investigations and the government's well chronicled efforts to stop them, allowing the government's filter team to search a reporter's work product -- most of which consists of unrelated information from confidential sources -- is the equivalent of leaving the government's fox in charge of the Washington Post's henhouse," Porter wrote.
The Justice Department said Wednesday that Natanson's devices are in a protected FBI facility in Manassas. The judge said he would prefer to review the materials in a protected facility -- known as a SCIF -- in his Alexandria courthouse in the Eastern District of Virginia.
Attorneys for The Post said they also would prefer more neutral grounds than the FBI facility.
One of the major questions left unanswered at the hearing is what would happen if the court finds additional classified materials as it searches Natanson's phone beyond the ones that are directly responsive to the search warrant tied to the government contractor's case.
Porter said he wants to search the devices only for the period that is responsive to the search warrant. He also asked the government to provide some relevant search terms to help him narrow his search.
Dibblee, the government attorney, said, however, that the government would want to retain any additional classified materials found on the devices.
"It would be contraband and cannot be returned," he said.
Porter asked both parties to submit filings detailing how they think the court's search of the devices should unfold. He asked the Post attorneys to speak with Natanson about the "file architecture" of her devices so he can determine how best to structure his search.
A potential appeal from the government could shift Porter's March 18 deadline.
"We have to take it as it comes," the judge said. "This likely won't be our last get-together."
It is exceptionally rare for law enforcement officials to search reporters' homes. A 1980 federal law limits the government's ability to conduct searches of a reporter's work. In addition, federal regulations intended to protect a free press are designed to make it more difficult to use aggressive law enforcement tactics against reporters to obtain the identities of their sources.
Natanson covers the federal workforce and has been part of The Post's most high-profile and sensitive coverage related to government firings, national security and diplomacy during the first year of the second Trump administration. She contributed reporting to a number of articles around the U.S. capture of Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro in January.
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Politics
Senate rejects resolution to force Trump to end Iran strikes
Congress has voted on seven other war powers resolutions since June, all of which failed. 

Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia) speaks to reporters at the U.S. Capitol on Monday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Theodoric Meyer | 2026-03-05
The Senate rejected a resolution Wednesday to block President Donald Trump from ordering further strikes on Iran, declining to halt a war that Trump started without the consent of Congress.
Democrats -- along with Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) -- forced a vote on the war powers resolution over the opposition of most Republicans, who control the Senate. Democrats implored a handful of Republicans to break with their party to end the conflict and reassert Congress's control over declaring war.
"This essentially is the vote whether to go to war or not," Paul told reporters.
But Paul was the only Republican who voted to advance the resolution, which failed 47-53 on a procedural vote. One Democrat, Sen. John Fetterman (Pennsylvania) voted against it.
The vote was the latest setback in Democrats' long-shot strategy to block Trump from ordering military strikes without authorization from Congress. They have forced votes on eight war power resolutions in the House and Senate -- a record for a single Congress -- since Trump returned to office in an attempt to block him from striking Venezuela, Iran and boats near Latin America suspected of smuggling drugs. All of them have failed.
Republicans in Congress broadly support Trump's decision to strike Iran, though a few have raised concerns about Congress's lack of involvement.
"Yes, I wish I would have been consulted," Sen. John Curtis (R-Utah) said in a statement. "I wish my vote would have been asked for before this. But the President did act within his legal bounds to do what he has done."
Curtis and other Republicans argued that ordering the withdrawal of U.S. forces from the war days after it started would send the wrong message. Sen. Todd Young (R-Indiana) said he wished in retrospect that Congress had done more to assert its authority before the strikes.
"We should've been holding hearings and asking probing questions and making the case to get a greater measure of unity around this operation on the front end," Young told reporters ahead of the vote. "But here we are. We're at war."
Democrats countered that it was not too late to halt a war it did not authorize.
"We must act to stop Trump's belligerence," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said on the Senate floor before the vote. "The American people will be watching how senators vote. History will judge this chamber for how we act."
Democrats have argued that Americans do not want to be ensnared in another war in the Middle East, but early polls have presented a less clear picture of how the public views the war.
A CNN poll found 59 percent of Americans disapproved of the decision to strike Iran and 41 percent approved. But a Fox News poll found registered voters evenly split: 50 percent approved and 50 percent disapproved. Several other surveys -- including a Washington Post flash poll -- have found results in between the CNN and Fox polls.
Many Democrats have compared Trump's strikes on Iran to the Iraq War, although President George W. Bush sought and received authorization from Congress before the U.S. invasion in 2003. Trump has not asked for authorization to strike Iran, and Democrats warned that failing to rein him in now could set a precedent.
"If we vest the sole power to make war in the president of the United States, the sole decision to bring a country into war with the president of the United States, there is no check on the use of that authority, there is no check on the abuse of that authority," Sen. Adam Schiff (D-California) -- who introduced the resolution with Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), Paul and Schumer -- said on the Senate floor before the vote.
The House is set to vote Thursday on a similar war powers resolution, which Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) said he believes he has the votes to defeat.
"The idea that we would take the ability of our commander in chief ... to finish this job is a frightening prospect to me," Johnson told reporters. "It's dangerous, and I am certainly hopeful -- and I believe we do -- have the votes to put it down."
The War Powers Resolution, which Congress passed in 1973 in response to the Vietnam War, allows a single lawmaker to force a vote to withdraw U.S. forces from a conflict or to block strikes when hostilities are imminent.
But even if Congress passed such a resolution, it would stand little chance of forcing Trump to end the war with Iran because he could veto it. Overriding a veto would require a two-thirds majority in both chambers. No war powers resolution has ever overcome a veto.
Kaine and Paul waited for weeks to force the vote as Trump massed U.S. forces near Iran, even as the two countries continued to negotiate over Iran's nuclear program. Kaine said last week that he wanted the vote to happen before any strikes because it would increase its odds of passage.
But at least two House Democrats said they would oppose the resolution if their colleagues forced a vote on it while negotiations were ongoing, making it hard for Democrats to get the timing right.
Kaine said before Wednesday's vote that he would file more resolutions to end the conflict in Iran if the vote failed. The Senate and House votes this week are "the first effort of all Congress going on the record about this, but I can assure you it's not going to be the last," he told reporters.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) argued before the vote that the War Powers Resolution of 1973 was unconstitutional and suggested another way that Democrats could force an end to the conflict: by refusing to vote for legislation funding it. Democrats might get such an opportunity soon if the administration asks Congress for more money to prosecute the war.
"If you want to stop this war, say we will not pay for it," Graham said on the Senate floor. "I would not agree with you, but at least it would be constitutional."
The 1973 law also requires the president to withdraw forces after 60 days -- or 90 days if the president seeks an extension -- unless Congress declares war or authorizes the use of military force.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said he does not believe the Trump administration needed to seek authorization to continue the Iran campaign even if it lasts for longer than 90 days.
"I think the president has the authority that he needs to conduct the activities, the operations that are currently underway there," Thune told reporters.
But Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said he believed Trump would need to seek authorization from Congress if he wanted to deploy ground troops in Iran, which the administration has not ruled out.
"Most American presidents have said, 'Listen, if I'm going to commit ground troops into combat, that constitutes war in the constitutional sense and would require some sort of authorization,'" Hawley told reporters. "I think that's a pretty tried-and-tested line."
Scott Clement, Liz Goodwin, Noah Robertson and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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Europe
Spanish prime minister rebukes Trump's war in Iran, escalating feud
By criticizing the U.S.-led attack and refusing to bow to Trump's threat of trade retaliation, Pedro Sanchez set himself apart from other European leaders. 

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez after a meeting in July 2025. (Santiago Mazzarovich/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anthony Faiola, Ellen Francis | 2026-03-05
ROME -- As other European leaders offer parsed words, about-faces or outright backing for the U.S.-Israeli attack on Iran, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez delivered a striking rebuke Wednesday of President Donald Trump's military foray -- refusing to back down a day after Trump threatened to cut off trade with Spain.
Dueling accounts later in the day had the White House saying that Madrid, which had refused to allow its bases to be used in the Iran attacks, had backed down and would "cooperate," a claim the Spanish government quickly denied. For months, the left-leaning Sanchez has been emerging as the embodiment of European resistance to Trump, locking horns with the president on defense spending while contrasting the mass legalization of migrants in Spain to the "cruel" crackdowns elsewhere. As the attack on Iran unfolded Saturday, Sanchez condemned the Iranian regime but also denounced the U.S.-Israeli operation as contributing "to a more uncertain and hostile international order."
Trump escalated Tuesday, threatening to cut off trade with Spain, but Sanchez doubled down on his high-stakes clash with Trump, with stinging criticism in a national address Wednesday.
"We're not going to be complicit in something that's bad for the world nor contrary to our [?]values and interests simply to avoid reprisals from someone," Sanchez said in his speech, seemingly referring to Trump.
In a sharp jab, Sanchez evoked the memory of the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, warning that "we must learn from history, and we cannot play Russian roulette with the fate of millions of people."
"Twenty-three years ago, another American administration dragged us into a war in the Middle East," Sanchez said, "a war that, in theory it was said then, was being waged to eliminate Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass destruction, bring democracy and guarantee global security, but which, in reality, seen in perspective, produced the opposite effect. It triggered the biggest wave of insecurity our continent has experienced since the fall of the Berlin Wall."
The spat deepened late Wednesday after White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters, "With respect to Spain, I think they heard the president's message yesterday loud and clear, and it's my understanding over the last several hours they've agreed to cooperate with the U.S. military, and so I know that the U.S. military is coordinating with their counterparts in Spain."
Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Albares rejected Leavitt's claims. "She is the spokesperson of the White House, but I am the foreign minister of the Spanish government, and I am saying that our position about the use of our bases, about the war in the Middle East and the bombardment of Iran has not changed at all," he told the Cadena SER radio network. He added, "Not a single comma has changed, and I have no idea whatsoever what they might be referring to."
Thursday morning, the Spanish Defense Ministry announced it would dispatch its most advanced frigate, the Cristobal Colon, to Cyprus to provide "air defense and protection," a role it described as demonstrating "its commitment to the defense of the European Union and its eastern border."
Some observers warned that Sanchez was playing with fire -- noting that a full-on economic confrontation with Trump could derail Spain's new economic miracle and its status as one of the fastest-growing economies in Europe. But Sanchez -- slumping in the polls and roiled by scandal, yet known for having nine political lives -- appeared to be gambling on Trump's unpopularity in Spain, particularly among the prime minister's own left-wing base.
"If we only focus on Pedro Sanchez's interests, I think it's a win-win," said Lluis Orriols, a political scientist at Madrid's Carlos III University, noting that Sanchez has little to lose given that few like his chances in any upcoming election. "The adverse effects of this position would be midterm and long-term, and Pedro Sanchez will not be around in the mid- or long term," Orriols said.
Tension increased over the weekend, when Spanish Defense Minister Margarita Robles told reporters that her nation had declined to allow the United States to use its military planes at Spanish bases to wage war in the Middle East. That led the Pentagon to withdraw 12 KC-135 tanker aircraft, used for refueling, from the stations at Moron de la Frontera and Rota on the Atlantic coast.
Trump lashed out during a Tuesday news conference in the Oval Office, saying: "We are going to cut off all trade with Spain. We don't want anything to do with Spain." He said he had directed Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent "to cut off all dealings with Spain."
Sanchez indicated Wednesday that he would not cave to pressure, saying he believed in the "economic, institutional and, I would say, moral strength of our country." He seemed to throw down the gauntlet to the rest of Europe, adding that "being blind and subservient" is no "way of leading."
Even as the war in the Middle East escalated, the decision by Sanchez to stand up to Trump in a way no other European leader has since the strikes began Saturday dominated Spanish and broader European news. It brought a round of applause from the left, calls of solidarity from leading European Union figures and recriminations from the right.
"Spain, led by a progressive government, is teaching a lesson in sovereignty to the many pseudo-sovereigntists scattered across Europe," a group of left-wing Italian lawmakers declared on X. "This is the difference between a statesman safeguarding national interests and a cheerleader rejecting them."
Alberto Nunez Feijoo, the leader of Sanchez's main opposition, the center-right People's Party (PP), posted on X:[?] "To Pedro Sanchez. If Iran thanks you and the United States considers you a terrible ally, you have failed. ... It's harming Spain's interests against what you have called a 'hateful regime.'"
Sanchez has repeatedly displayed a rare willingness to challenge Trump. After the U.S. bombing of Iran's nuclear facilities in June, Sanchez said, "The world is on the edge of a dark abyss."
He added: "We are normalizing a scenario where certain powers bomb each other, their leaders trade nuclear threats, and civilians bear the consequences."
During a tense NATO summit that same month, Sanchez acknowledged that he and Trump did not greet each other. He called it unintentional, though it happened after Trump lashed out at Spain for rejecting his call to surge defense spending to 5 percent of GDP.
He has also dared to venture where most European leaders fear to tread by slamming Trump's domestic agenda. Last month, Sanchez took apparent aim at the crackdown on migrants in the United States, contrasting it with his own government's decision in January to grant legal status to up to 500,000 undocumented migrants.
"Some leaders have chosen to hunt them down and deport them through operations that are both unlawful and cruel," Sanchez wrote in an op-ed for the New York Times. "My government has chosen a different way: a fast and simple path to regularize their immigration status."
In the early hours of the U.S. attack on Iran, the leaders of Germany, France and Britain appeared uneasy about getting embroiled in the U.S. gambit even as they put the onus on Iran over its nuclear and missile program.
But it didn't take long for German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, a staunch ally of Israel, to muster fuller support, proclaiming on Sunday that "this is not the time to lecture our partners and allies" about violations of international law.
That sparked recriminations from some European officials and commentators, who said Merz had abandoned the tenets he touted in talks on Trump's bid for Greenland and Russia's war in Ukraine. The chancellor, who visited the White House on Tuesday, also faced criticism for sitting idly in the Oval Office instead of standing up for a European neighbor as Trump bashed Spain.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, quickly reversing an earlier decision, said he would allow the United States to use bases in his country to destroy Iranian missile capabilities.
French President Emmanuel Macron, meanwhile, ordered a surge in French military reinforcements to the Middle East and deployed his country's aircraft carrier to the Mediterranean. Macron pledged Paris would help protect fellow E.U. member Cyprus, as well as Persian Gulf nations that have come under fire during Iran's retaliation.
In a speech on Tuesday, Macron heaped blame on Iran for the war, while also saying that France could not "approve" of a U.S.-Israeli attack that fell "outside of international law." He added, however, that "history never weeps over butchers of their own people, and none will be missed," an apparent reference to Iran's assassinated leaders.
The Elysee said Macron called Sanchez on Wednesday to express "European solidarity in response to the threats of economic coercion."
The European Commission, the E.U.'s executive branch, which handles trade policy for all 27 E.U. nations, said Wednesday that it expects the U.S. to "fully honor" its trade deal with the bloc, a warning that the Trump administration could not single out Spain. The E.U. will show "full solidarity" with member states and, "through our common trade policy, stand ready to act if necessary to safeguard E.U. interests," trade spokesman Olof Gill said.
Sanchez appeared to be gambling that Trump will lose interest in exacting revenge, or decide that it might not be in the U.S. interest. Unlike many of Europe's larger nations, Spain runs a trade deficit with the U.S. -- nearly $4.8 billion in 2025 -- meaning a confrontation could hurt American exporters.
Since Spain is part of the E.U., which negotiates trade as a bloc, targeting the country for tariffs could be tricky. Sectoral sanctions -- such as a levy on olive oil, a notable Spanish export -- could also be too blunt an instrument, as it risks damaging countries more friendly to Trump, including Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's Italy.
Should the U.S. be determined to act, it has some tools that should give Sanchez pause, including retaliatory and antidumping tariffs, as well as a "nuclear option" of financial sanctions, said Omar Rachedi, senior fellow at the Esade Center for Global Economy and Geopolitics, a think tank in Barcelona.
"What the Trump administration might want to do is punish Spain to send a signal to everybody else," Rachedi said. "And there are some things it could do to achieve that."
Francis reported from Brussels. Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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White House
RFK Jr.'s dunk on Dunkin' riles up New Englanders: 'Come and take it'
"We're going to ask Dunkin' Donuts and Starbucks, 'Show us the safety data that show that it's okay for a teenage girl to drink an iced coffee with 115 grams of sugar in it,'" the health secretary said recently.

People line up at a Dunkin' store at Newark Liberty International Airport in 2024. (Gary Hershorn/Getty Images)


By Matt Viser, Rachel Roubein | 2026-03-04
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has taken on vaccines. He's argued with his family. And he's challenged non-jeans-wearing exercisers everywhere.
But the battle the nation's top health official recently set out on is a different dimension and has the potential to escalate: He's now declaring war on Dunkin', the Massachusetts-based coffee chain beloved by blue-collar and white-collar workers throughout New England.
There are at least eight Dunkin' outposts within the five miles around the Kennedy family compound in Hyannis Port, Massachusetts. One of his cousins, former congressman Joe Kennedy, has a coffee routine that runs on Dunkin' (and includes as many as four shots of espresso).
"We're going to ask Dunkin' Donuts and Starbucks, 'Show us the safety data that show that it's okay for a teenage girl to drink an iced coffee with 115 grams of sugar in it,'" Robert F. Kennedy Jr. said last week at a rally in Austin. "I don't think they're going to be able to do it."
Dunkin' and Starbucks did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
But plenty of others have been.
"Come and take it," Maura Healey (D), the governor of Massachusetts, wrote on social media after the Boston Globe first drew wide attention to Kennedy's comments.
"These colors don't run pal," other users wrote, posting a photo of Ben Affleck, Matt Damon and Tom Brady dressed in track suits made with the chain's signature bright orange and hot-pink colors.
"Wicked bad idea," Rep. Richard E. Neal (D-Massachusetts) said.
Kennedy's office did not respond to questions about whether he has a coffee routine and whether he's heard from avid Dunkin' drinkers in his family.
"Secretary Kennedy's focus is on ensuring that the American food supply is transparent and grounded in rigorous science," Department of Health and Human Services spokesman Andrew Nixon said in a statement. He pointed to policy efforts underway to close loopholes allowing certain chemicals in the U.S. food supply.
"Americans deserve to know what is in their food and to have confidence that ingredients are evaluated through a clear, science-based process," Nixon said.
Dunkin' has a cult following, one where loyal drinkers swear by their iced coffees in the dead of winter and where the customization of orders is so extreme that the company in the past has touted that there are more than 15,000 ways to customize your coffee.
The White House Mess, which is operated by the U.S. Navy, served Dunkin' Donuts, as it was then called, from 2006 through the end of 2011, the Globe reported in 2014. The outpost was frequently used by many of the Massachusetts natives working at the White House during President Barack Obama's administration.
Kennedy has been seeking to tighten a decades-old loophole that allows food companies to put chemicals in their products without notifying the nation's food regulators. That practice, referred to as "generally recognized as safe" (GRAS), can occur when companies self-certify the safety of a food additive, and thus aren't required to tell the Food and Drug Administration when they include those chemicals or substances in their products. The White House budget office has been reviewing a proposed rule since December.
Kennedy's health department is also weighing how to respond to a formal request to force the food industry to prove the safety of commonly used ingredients. David Kessler, who led the FDA roughly 30 years ago under both Democratic and Republican administrations, filed what's called a citizen petition last August, which could also allow for the review of ingredients.
Kessler argued that there is no longer scientific evidence to conclude that processed refined carbohydrates are "generally recognized as safe," and that they put people at risk of weight gain, heart disease and Type 2 diabetes. Such carbohydrates are often found in store-bought products and can include high-fructose corn syrups, flours and starches that have been industrially processed.
On CBS News's "60 Minutes" last month, Kennedy suggested that he wouldn't use his regulatory powers to crack down on the products, as he has often sought voluntary cooperation with his initiatives from the food industry.
"I'm not saying that we're going to regulate ultra-processed food," Kennedy said. "Our job is to make sure that everybody understands what they're getting, to have an informed public."
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Politics
Trump could blunt Democrats' momentum in Texas with key endorsement
Republicans are urging Trump to boost Sen. John Cornyn over his more MAGA rival to face Democrat James Talarico in the fall.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, a Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate, poses with a supporter Tuesday in Dallas. (Julio Cortez/AP)


By Liz Goodwin, Karen Tumulty | 2026-03-04
Texas primary voters of both parties voted with cool heads Tuesday, rejecting candidates who appealed to their parties' bases with more inflammatory styles that could have proved riskier in a general election.
But challenges still remain for Democrat James Talarico -- who won the primary outright on a unifying message of reaching out to all Texans -- and for Republican Sen. John Cornyn, who nosed ahead of firebrand Attorney General Ken Paxton but now faces a punishing May 26 runoff against him. On Wednesday, President Donald Trump announced on social media that he soon would pick a candidate in that runoff and expects the other person to drop out immediately.
Democrats face an uphill battle to flip a Senate seat in the red state no matter what happens in the runoff, as they mount their long-shot bid to retake the Senate in November. The chamber is currently controlled by Republicans, 53 to 47, and Democrats must flip several deep-red states like Texas to regain control.
"Talarico's victory is a big step forward in our quest to win back the Senate," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told reporters Wednesday.
The next few months will determine how well-positioned Texas Democrats are to regain a Senate seat that's eluded them for over 30 years, as the party hopes unusually high voter enthusiasm and weariness with Trump could fuel their comeback. Talarico in the coming months must work to unite the party by attracting Black voters who strongly backed his opponent, all while fending off coming attacks from the right painting him as a radical in the red state.

Supporters of James Talarico, a Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate, await his arrival at watch party Tuesday in Austin. (Eric Gay/AP)


And Cornyn's political survival may depend on the actions of someone who is notoriously hard to predict or corral -- Trump. Cornyn's allies in the Senate have made an aggressive case to the president in recent months to back the senator, and are hopeful he will do so now that he's shown the ability to beat Paxton on his own.
Trump said he wanted his coming endorsement to head off two more months of ugly campaigning among the Republicans. "It is such an honor to realize and say that almost everyone I Endorse WINS, and wins by a lot, especially in Texas!" he wrote in a social media post. "I will be making my Endorsement soon, and will be asking the candidate that I don't Endorse to immediately DROP OUT OF THE RACE!"
Trump said the party must "TOTALLY FOCUS" on beating Talarico.
Cornyn, a fourth-term senator who is widely considered to be a stronger general-election candidate than scandal-plagued Paxton, fell short of the 50 percent mark that would have avoided a runoff. Paxton was impeached by the GOP-controlled Texas House in May 2023 on charges of bribery but was acquitted by the Senate.
Cornyn warned Paxton that "judgment" was coming for him. "I refuse to allow a flawed, self-centered and shameless candidate like Ken Paxton to risk everything we've worked so hard to build," he told reporters.
At his election-night party in Dallas, Paxton said he would not "go quietly" or let Cornyn "buy the seat," referencing the tens of millions of dollars Cornyn and his allies poured into the race. A spokesman for Paxton did not immediately return a request for comment on Trump's announcement.
The bitter intra-Republican warfare marked a stark contrast to the Democratic side of the ledger, where Rep. Jasmine Crockett set aside her earlier attacks on Talarico and urged Democrats to come together Wednesday.
"Whether it's Ken Paxton or John Cornyn, anyone would be better," Crockett said in a video she posted Wednesday. She added she was "heartbroken" by the people who had been turned away from vote.
Talarico also urged unity, telling his supporters Tuesday, "The stakes in Texas are too high for division."
Mudslinging in the final weeks of the race may have caused some damage that Talarico will need to repair ahead of November, however. Crockett called the argument that Talarico was more electable than her a "dog whistle" and slammed him for not condemning ads run by a super PAC that supported him as "straight-up racist." (Talarico does not control the super PAC, and the group denied darkening Crockett's skin in an ad.)

Talarico greets supporters Tuesday in Austin. (Eric Gay/AP)


Crockett ran strong with the state's Black voters, while Talarico appeared to run away with the Latino vote in the state. He beat Crockett by about 30 points in the 21 counties that are at least 75 percent Latino. In counties that were 20 percent or more Black, Crockett edged him out by 25 percentage points.
Nancy Zdunkewicz, a Texas Democratic pollster, said she believed that much of the Crockett-Talarico tensions played out online rather than on the campaign trail and that the primary electorate was not divided.
"She has conceded graciously, and I don't want to overstate any damage done simply because of the social media dialogue, which was unnoticed by voters," she said.
Kamala Harris, the former vice president who backed Crockett in the final days of the race, urged voters to unify, as well. "I congratulate James Talarico for his win, and the inspiring campaign he continues to build," she said in a statement. "I offer him my full support in the months ahead."
Trump appears eager to avoid a scenario in which both Republicans stay in the race and attack each other, potentially hurting GOP enthusiasm ahead of November. If Trump backs Cornyn, that would likely give the senator, who's struggled to energize MAGA voters, the edge against Paxton. Runoffs tend to feature a smaller, more intense group of voters compared with regular primaries, which makes the Trump endorsement all the more critical for Cornyn.

Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) on Tuesday in Austin. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Cornyn's allies have warned the president that should Paxton be their nominee, the party would have to spend $200 million to get him over the finish line -- a haul that would take away from other competitive Senate races Republicans are defending in Maine, North Carolina and Ohio. Paxton historically has not been a strong fundraiser, and Democrats have nominated Talarico, whom they see as a stronger candidate than Crockett in the general election and may take more resources to beat.
"The matchup that's good for us is John Cornyn as the top of the ticket," Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters Wednesday. "He's positioned to win the runoff, and if the president endorses early, it saves everybody a lot of money."
Cornyn has Trump-connected allies on his side as they make this pitch, including Trump's former campaign manager Chris LaCivita, who is running his super PAC, and Trump's pollster Tony Fabrizio. Cornyn outperformed the pre-election public polling that showed him trailing Paxton. Internal GOP numbers showed him closing the gap in the final days of the primary race as Rep. Wesley Hunt's prospects faded.
LaCivita tweeted Tuesday night, referring to Paxton consultant Jeff Roe, who is reviled by many in Trumpworld: "Hey @KenPaxtonTX and @jeffroe the second wave is going to be a bitch...."
Republicans in the state are sounding the alarm about record-breaking primary turnout for Democrats, which they see as a signifier of high enthusiasm going into November. Ross Hunt, a Republican pollster, called the turnout "a code red alert for Texas Republicans" in an analysis he published earlier this week. He predicted Democrats have added more than 480,000 voters to their turnout in the fall.
"Republicans will need to do everything right this fall: we will need to select the best nominees for the General Election, maximize GOP turnout, practice intense message discipline, and have a clear-eyed and dispassionate understanding of where the new front line of defense stands after March 3rd," he wrote.
Theodoric Meyer and Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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National Security
State Dept. scrambles to aid stranded Americans amid attacks, airport closures
The Trump administration said it is looking to use a mix of military and chartered flights to help U.S. citizens leave the Middle East as Iran steps up retaliatory strikes.

Smoke billows Tuesday after an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Hassan Ammar/AP)


By Adam Taylor, Dan Lamothe, Sammy Westfall | 2026-03-04
The State Department is scrambling amid the fallout from President Donald Trump's high-stakes military assault on Iran· and Tehran's blistering response, with at least three embassies in the Middle East shuttered as of Tuesday as violence worsened and U.S. citizens were left with limited means to escape.
The U.S. government was working to charter flights for American citizens in the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Jordan, and seeking to help people stranded elsewhere book tickets on commercial flights, according to the State Department. Speaking to reporters, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said that almost 1,600 Americans were seeking help to leave the region and that the department also was identifying "military flight options."
It was not immediately clear when the flights would become available -- or whether they would be arranged for Americans in any of the 11 other countries and territories included in an urgent warning issued by the U.S. government late Monday.
Spokespeople for the State Department did not immediately respond to requests for comment. The Pentagon referred questions to the White House, which referred to earlier remarks from Rubio. He had said that, at his direction, the State Department had activated a task force to provide Americans with updated security information.
A U.S. official, speaking like some others on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive information, said that some military family members stationed in Bahrain have been flown to safety and that it is possible the military will be asked to do more for stranded Americans elsewhere in coming days, but that no evacuation flights were imminent as of Tuesday morning.
At a news briefing Wednesday, Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the military would open seats on some C-17 cargo planes and other aircraft "to try to help folks get out."
American citizens in the Middle East have expressed frustration with what they say has been a lack of clarity from the administration as violence has reverberated across the region in the days since Trump approved the military operation against Iran. Iranian missiles and attack drones have struck Kuwait, Qatar, Israel, the UAE and other locations, including civilian targets.
The U.S. embassies in Kuwait, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia were closed as of Tuesday, and U.S. citizens were told to stay away until further notice.
A State Department alert reviewed by The Washington Post said that the embassy in Riyadh was hit multiple times in drone attacks and that its main building was "contaminated with smoke," with "part of its roof collapsed." One drone hit a CIA station at the embassy, according to two people familiar with the incident.
In Kuwait City, a warehouse was set ablaze and the main building's windows were damaged, according to another notification.
The decision to close the U.S. compound in Beirut was made because of "ongoing regional tensions," officials said.
The closure of key diplomatic sites stands to further upend efforts to assist U.S. citizens who wish to leave the Middle East. The warning issued late Monday applies to 14 countries and territories and cites "serious safety risks."
Rubio told reporters on Capitol Hill, where he spoke to lawmakers about the situation, that "our embassies and our diplomatic facilities are under direct attack." He also confirmed that the U.S. Consulate in Dubai had been targeted, sparking a fire in an adjacent parking lot. Rubio said all personnel there were accounted for.
Trump made brief mention of the stranded Americans during an Oval Office meeting. "Well, because it happened all very quickly," he said when asked why there wasn't an evacuation plan.
"I thought we were going to have a situation where we were going to be attacked," the president added, without offering any evidence that Iran was seeking to strike the United States ahead of the U.S. assault, which began Saturday. The administration has offered varying rationales for attacking Iran -- from regime change to preemption to eliminating its nuclear program and ballistic missiles.
The situation facing Americans overseas has been made more perilous by the apparent targeting of tourist sites by Iranian forces, including hotels and airports. The State Department has encouraged U.S. citizens to flee using commercial transportation, where available, but wide-scale airspace closures have made a quick exit difficult, if not impossible, in many places.
Trump's ambassador to Israel, Mike Huckabee, wrote on social media early Tuesday that for Americans living in or visiting the Jewish state, "there are VERY LIMITED options," as Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv remained closed and there was no indication when it may reopen.
He recommended that people take a tourist bus to Egypt and seek a flight from there, saying travel through neighboring Jordan was not advised, as "flights are not consistent." The U.S. Embassy is "not in a position at this time" to evacuate or directly assist Americans in departing Israel.
Huckabee joked to embassy staff about procreating while sheltering in place, in a memo that one U.S. official described as "awkward" and "odd." The memo -- addressed to U.S. diplomats, local staff and family members, and reviewed by The Post -- said that if the "extended time" with your spouse "results in the birth of your next child in about 9 months, I of course expect that you will want to name the little bugger after me!"
Neither the State Department nor Huckabee responded immediately to requests for comment about the memo, which arrived at a distressing moment for staff amid Iran's onslaught of drone and missile attacks.
At least eight countries have completely closed their airspace, at least temporarily, since the start of hostilities, including Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Israel, according to an online flight tracker, Flightradar24.
Qatar Airways said Tuesday that its flights remained suspended. Huckabee said that even once Ben Gurion Airport reopens, "there will be VERY limited flights," with priority given to people who already were ticketed by El Al, Israel's national carrier. "Doubtful," he added, "that other airlines will fly in/out for a while."
Cristina, an American in the UAE, said she is feeling "frustrated and deeply uncertain about what steps to take." She spoke with The Post on the condition that only her first name be used for fear of reprisals under state restrictions on "circulating rumors."
"The most difficult part is not the situation itself, but the absence of clarity, compounded by messages that only heighten fear without offering direction," she said. She has been trying to secure a flight out of the country since the start of the war, "but, until now, it simply hasn't been possible."
She said she had heard of some people leaving through Oman but added, "That route feels logistically overwhelming."
The State Department convened what it called an Iran task force on Saturday to "assist American citizens and support diplomatic efforts," according to a statement released to reporters. Officials have urged news organizations and media networks to share phone numbers and websites that U.S. citizens can use to alert authorities to their location and situation.
"It all starts by knowing that you're there," Rubio said on Capitol Hill. Americans have to "register with us," he added, so they can be contacted as options to leave open up.
The phone number that the State Department urged stranded citizens to call offered little immediate help as of late Tuesday afternoon. An automated outgoing message to callers said: "Please do not rely on the U.S. government for assisted departure or evacuation at this time. There are currently no United States evacuation points. Please continue to check the embassy's website for updated information."
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-California), responding to Rubio on social media, asked why the State Department hadn't advised U.S. citizens in the region to register before Saturday's strikes, arguing that the Trump administration had "made no secret of amassing military forces and equipment near Iran for weeks and weeks and weeks."
"Massive dereliction of duty. Unacceptable lack of planning," the congressman wrote.
A retired senior U.S. military officer with experience in evacuation operations said Tuesday that such missions are complex under optimal circumstances and grow even more challenging when departures are limited by a desire to preserve the element of surprise, as in Saturday's strikes on Iran.
"It's the strongest signal you can send that there's about to be a fight when you start ordering your own citizens to leave," the officer said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the issue's sensitivity. "It also commits a significant amount of your force that can otherwise be devoted to warfighting."
Virtually all of the countries involved in the Middle East have a significant number of American citizens in them, and it is challenging to assess whether it is safest for them to leave through commercial airlines, military flights or other means, the retired officer said. With attacks continuing, he said, the situation can change day to day.
While it can be frustrating in the moment, it's sometimes safest for people to hunker down where they are rather than gathering at airports or other high-profile locations that could become targets, the retired officer said.
"I realize you might not like it. I realize that it's scary at times," this person said. "But you're probably okay where you're at."
Tara Copp, Alex Horton, John Hudson, Meryl Kornfield and Ellen Nakashima contributed to this report.
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Letters to the Editor
Scammers are getting smarter. We must, too.
AI scams, data center NIMBYsim, SNAP and access, in readers' eyes.

(iStock)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-03-05
Michelle Singletary's Feb. 25 The Color of Money column, "Scammers using AI deepfakes to steal money from taxpayers," raised legitimate concerns. These stories are important to educate consumers about real threats, but they should also inspire policymakers to act.
Artificial-intelligence-driven fraud has exacerbated the financial losses of unwitting victims. The Federal Trade Commission estimated $196 billion in fraud losses in 2024. This issue will keep getting worse -- and lost dollars will continue to grow -- if our country's leaders fail to implement smart policies to prevent scams.
To protect consumers, we must develop a national strategy on fraud and scams that focuses on partnership between the public and private sectors. Policymakers can act by improving fraud reporting practices for law enforcement at all levels of government and consumers, establishing scam prevention as a national priority, and enhancing incentives and legal frameworks to empower an extensive private sector response.
A robust, integrated plan to make scams harder, less profitable and higher-risk to execute must be implemented.
Kate Griffin, Washington
The writer is director of inclusive financial systems at the Aspen Institute Financial Security Program.
I agree with the Feb. 28 editorial "The fundamental problem with data center alarmism." Calls for moratoriums on new data centers reflect politicians pandering to NIMBY activists, not serious public policy.
Artificial intelligence is already embedded in health care, finance, logistics and national defense. The infrastructure that powers it is not optional. If data centers increase electricity demand, the rational response is to expand reliable generation and modernize the grid -- not to halt construction. America has always met rising energy needs by building capacity, whether for industrialization, electrification or the internet.
This debate also has a strategic dimension. The United States is in a technological competition with China, which will not pause its AI ambitions because American officials are uneasy. Moratoriums won't slow the technology. They will simply shift investment, jobs and leadership elsewhere.
Reasonable environmental standards and fair cost-sharing make sense. Blanket hostility to data centers does not.
Stephen M. Flatow, Long Branch, New Jersey
I am in agreement with Paige Terryberry's statement in her March 1 op-ed, "A bipartisan win against the No. 1 food stamp purchase": "Putting restrictions on how food stamp dollars can be spent is hardly an imposition on individual freedom, rather, it is an exercise in good stewardship of taxpayer funds."
I am not a fan of President Donald Trump, but if his administration can bring changes like this to fruition, my mind might be changed. I believe allocating taxpayer money to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is a good thing as long as we massively emphasize the second letter in the SNAP acronym, which represents nutrition.
Tracy Smith Jr., Baltimore
I grew up on food stamps. Luckily, I have worked my entire adult life and have never needed them since, but I still remember the stigma. Paige Terryberry's March 1 op-ed applauded new rules that will prevent people on food stamps from buying pop (or soda, depending on part of the country). States "want to help lower-income people make healthier choices that lead to longer, happier lives." Rather condescending, don't you think? Why are lower-income people singled out for this "help"? Why should they be told how to live their lives, what to eat or drink? I agree that pop is not the healthiest of foods, and it's better not to drink it -- but that's regardless of income level. Yes, taxes are paying for food stamps -- but that's a benefit available to all of us, should we ever need it.
Besides people who are unemployed for whatever reason, many people on food stamps are working low-wage jobs. Indeed, some employers encourage new hires to apply for food stamps. Should someone working 40 or more hours a week be denied a can of soda at the end of the day, while their higher-income counterpart is deemed worthy to enjoy pop or an also-unhealthy latte?
Diane O'Neill, Chicago
My friend and I recently tried to demonstrate at the White House with a pair of signs protesting President Donald Trump's deplorable actions. But not only was Pennsylvania Avenue closed in front of the White House, but also across the street, all of Lafayette Park was walled off by chain-link fence. We could not get anywhere near the White House.
The Post noted the closure of the park in the Jan. 23 news article "Lafayette Square in D.C. is fenced off as Trump embarks on new project," but that coverage was overshadowed by the destruction of the East Wing and by other White House construction plans.
Lafayette Park has long been a stage for demonstrations for and against presidents. In June 2020, federal law enforcement officers used tear gas and rubber bullets to clear the park of protesters ahead of an appearance by Trump. Fencing off the park has made it effectively impossible to demonstrate in front of the president's historic office and home.
Robert E. Taylor, Hanover, New Hampshire
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Opinions
With Iran, international law has lost its credibility
International lawyers defend a framework that cannot capture real moral differences in war.

Iran's ambassador to the United Nations, Amir-Saeid Iravani, at a Security Council meeting on Feb. 28. (Heather Khalifa/Reuters)


By Julian Ku | 2026-03-05
Julian Ku is professor of constitutional law at Hofstra University.
When Yale law professor Oona Hathaway calls U.S. strikes on Iran "blatantly illegal," she speaks for a large segment of the international legal academy. For many scholars, the analysis is straightforward: The U.N. Charter prohibits the use of force except in self-defense against an armed attack or with Security Council authorization. Neither condition, they argue, is satisfied. Case closed.
There are plausible counterarguments. The U.S. government has long maintained that sustained attacks by Iranian-backed militias can trigger the "inherent right of individual or collective self-defense." Some contend that where a state directs, supports or is "unwilling or unable" to halt proxy attacks, use of force in its territory may be justified. Others point to evolving state practice that has stretched the traditional understanding of imminence and attribution.
But the more natural reading of the Charter is a narrow one. Article 2(4) bars the use of force against another state's territorial integrity or political independence. Article 51 preserves self-defense "if an armed attack occurs." The text's plain meaning is restrictive. On that reading, cross-border strikes on Iran absent clear attribution of an armed attack to the Iranian state are difficult to reconcile with the Charter's design.
If that is right, however, the more important story is not American lawbreaking. It is the intellectual complacency of the legal framework itself -- and of the lawyers who defend it.
International law governing the use of force has ossified into a formal binary. A strike is either lawful or unlawful. There is little space in the doctrine to distinguish among profoundly different uses of force. Under a strict reading, Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine and a limited U.S. strike aimed at deterring Syria's use of chemical weapons are both illegal. NATO's intervention in Kosovo -- undertaken to halt ethnic cleansing -- is likewise condemned as a Charter violation. Meanwhile, the Charter has strikingly little to say about catastrophic internal wars in Sudan or Myanmar. And its application to a potential Chinese invasion of Taiwan would turn on technical questions of recognition and statehood that might even favor China's aggression.
This flattening effect is not a minor doctrinal quirk. It is a credibility problem.
The problem is not that governments ignore international law. It is that international lawyers have too often retreated into a rigid formalism that refuses to grapple with moral and strategic differences everyone else can see.
There are good reasons to defend a bright-line prohibition on force. The Charter's narrow structure was designed to reduce opportunistic claims of self-defense and to cabin unilateral war-making. But the choice is not between bright lines and moral chaos. It is between a legal discourse that candidly engages with normative distinctions and one that hides behind textual minimalism while reality moves on.
Over the past two decades, many scholars have tried to preserve the Charter's architecture by quietly stretching its exceptions -- loosening standards of imminence for threats, normalizing "unable or unwilling," or lowering thresholds for attribution. That strategy is unsustainable. It allows powerful states to reshape doctrine through practice while academics insist that nothing fundamental has changed. It is doctrinal drift masquerading as fidelity.
A more honest approach would acknowledge that the jus ad bellum -- conditions under which states may resort to war -- already rests on moral judgments. We distinguish instinctively between Russia's attempt to erase Ukrainian sovereignty and other, more limited uses of force such as last summer's U.S. attack on Iran's nuclear facilities. We distinguish between humanitarian interventions and wars of conquest, between defensive necessity and strategic opportunism. The law should be capable of articulating those differences rather than pretending they do not matter.
That requires international lawyers to move beyond a mechanical lawful-unlawful calculus and to develop a more openly normative framework -- one that assesses the gravity (and not just the imminence) of the threat, the necessity and proportionality of the response in light of the speed and complexity of modern warfare, the risks to civilians, and the systemic consequences for international order.
The U.S.-Israeli strike on Iran arguably falls on the wrong side of the Charter's traditional interpretation. But if that conclusion leaves the law unable to differentiate meaningfully between the Ukraine and Iran conflicts, the problem runs deeper than any single episode.
International law's authority ultimately depends on its ability to align legal judgment with widely shared moral intuitions about war and peace. If it cannot do that -- if it insists on treating profoundly different conflicts as doctrinally interchangeable -- it will not meaningfully constrain powerful states. Nor will it command the moral clarity needed to condemn genuine aggression when it occurs.
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Opinions
The Supreme Court makes a common-sense decision on parental rights in California
The government of California doesn't supersede parental rights. Even at school.

The U.S. Supreme Court on Jan. 29. (Kent Nishimura/Reuters)


By Erin Morrow Hawley | 2026-03-05
Erin Morrow Hawley is chair of Lex Politica's Supreme Court and appellate practice and counsel at Alliance Defending Freedom.
There is a word for what California was doing to parents in its public schools: deception. When a California child begins assuming a different name, pronouns or identity at school, state policy requires teachers to hide that information from parents unless the child consented to disclosure.
The state has effectively deputized itself as the primary keeper of children's mental and physical health, intentionally displacing parents as their primary guardians. But this week, the Supreme Court put a stop to it.
In an unsigned ruling in Mirabelli v. Bonta, a 6-3 majority reinstated a lower court injunction blocking the policy. The ruling is a significant and welcome victory, not merely for the parents and teachers who brought the case but also for the principle that government authority is always secondary to parental rights.
"California's policies ... substantially interfere with the 'right of parents to guide the religious development of their children,'" the court said in the opinion.
The ruling builds on the court's 2025 decision in Mahmoud v. Taylor, which held that the introduction of LGBTQ+ storybooks to elementary students intruded on the free exercise rights of parents if advanced notice or an opt out was not provided. In Mirabelli, the court explained that parents with sincere religious beliefs about sex and gender feel that they have a religious obligation to raise their children in accordance with those beliefs. As such, California's policies imposed an "unacceptable" burden on this religious exercise and could not be justified on student safety grounds because they "cut out the primary protectors of children's best interests: their parents."
The court also extended relief to other parents who raised claims under the Fourteenth Amendment's due process clause. The majority found that long-established precedent dictated that "parents--not the State--have primary authority with respect to 'the upbringing and education of children.'" Yet under California policy, when a child shows signs of gender dysphoria, "a condition that has an important bearing on a child's mental health" -- California intentionally conceals that information from parents. In finding this likely crossed a constitutional line, the court reaffirmed that parents are not optional participants in their children's upbringing. They are the foundation.
Indeed, even Justice Elena Kagan in her dissent, recognized that "parents have rights, even though unenumerated, concerning their children and the life choices they make." She acknowledged that "California's policy, in depriving all parents of information critical to their children's health and well-being, could have crossed the constitutional line."
Kagan's objections to the majority ruling were procedural. She criticized the majority for issuing its opinion on the emergency docket rather than agreeing to fully hear one of the pending cases that address the issue, such as Alliance Defending Freedom's pending petition in Foote v. Ludlow School Committee.
But as Justice Amy Coney Barrett pointed out, the irreparable harm to families whose constitutional rights are suspended while litigation drags on through the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit is precisely the kind of harm emergency relief exists to address. Were California's policy to continue, "parents will be excluded--perhaps for years--from participating in consequential decisions about their child's mental health and wellbeing."
It is worth reflecting on the stakes. One set of parents, John and Jane Poe, said they were not told when their daughter began presenting as a boy and using a male name and pronouns during seventh grade. This information was concealed from them during parent-teacher meetings. It was not until their daughter attempted suicide and was hospitalized in eighth grade that the Poes learned she had been presenting at school as a boy. In other words, the state inserted itself between parent and child and acted as a gatekeeper of information about the child's mental health. That is not tolerance. That is the state substituting its judgment for that of parents.
The Mirabelli ruling sends a message that will echo beyond California. School districts across the country have adopted similar policies. In fact, nearly 40 cases challenging such policies are winding their way through the court system. Mirabelli makes clear that policies that direct teachers to deceive parents are almost certainly unconstitutional. Even more importantly, Mirabelli reaffirms the foundational principle that parents who send their children to public schools do not surrender their parental rights at the schoolhouse door.
For now, the children of California will return to schools where their parents can be told the truth. That is not a partisan outcome. It is a common-sense one. The family is the foundational unit of civil society, and government institutions exist to serve families, not supersede them. In Mirabelli, the court reminded California -- and any state that might be tempted to follow its example -- of that foundational truth.
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Opinions
America's dating crisis is getting worse. What went wrong?
Young people are struggling to find love. It's time to bring back the matchmaker.

(Chien-Chi Chang/Chien-Chi Chang / Magnum Photo)


By Shadi Hamid | 2026-03-05
It's a moral panic but perhaps one that's wholly justified. In recent weeks, more data has emerged on how young people are struggling to find love and don't know where to find it in the first place. Over two-thirds of young adults have either not dated at all or only gone on a few dates in the last year. One of the main reasons? They lack confidence and don't know how to approach the opposite sex, according to a report on America's "dating recession" from the Wheatley Institute and the Institute for Family Studies.
If trends continue, one-third of young adults will not get married and one-fourth won't have kids. Some cities are worse than others. In San Francisco, half of all men remain unmarried by age 40. As sociologist Brad Wilcox told me, "We've never been in a cultural moment where so many young adults are headed toward a life without immediate kin." The implications are staggering: a generation of permanent bachelors -- and bachelorettes -- untethered from the bonds that have given life its deepest meaning.
This dire situation is the backdrop against which Stanford graduate student Henry Weng created Date Drop, a matchmaking platform that has swept through elite campuses. The premise is simple: answer a lengthy questionnaire about your values, preferences and political views, and the algorithm assigns you a single match weekly. No swiping, no infinite menu of options. Just one name.
As the Wall Street Journal recently reported, roughly two-thirds of Stanford's undergraduate population signed up. The platform has expanded to nearly a dozen other schools and attracted over $2 million in venture funding. But I'm drawn less to the start-up success story than to the underlying confession embedded in it. Simply put, the most accomplished young people in the country -- students who have optimized every dimension of their academic lives -- can't quite figure out how to ask someone out for coffee.
This isn't just a Stanford problem, though it might be a particularly Stanford-ish version of a universal one. Again, the numbers are striking. Only 1 in 3 young men say they feel comfortable approaching someone they're attracted to, according to the dating recession report. And barely more than one-third of young adults say they can pick up on social cues during a date. This is a generation that has been told that relationships are among the most important things in life but has never been taught how to build one.
Part of this is the obvious, almost banal point about how American life is organized. We have constructed an elaborate conveyor belt -- degree, internship, graduate school, first job, promotion -- that demands total devotion during precisely the years when people are biologically and emotionally primed to form lasting attachments. The implicit message is: be impressive first, be human and figure out the love part later. It's not that anyone decided this consciously. It's more that we drifted into it.
There's something else going on though, something harder to quantify. I've written before about what French theorist Rene Girard called "mimetic" desire -- the idea that we want what the people around us want. If the people around you are oriented toward marriage then you absorb that orientation almost without thinking. You date because dating is what people do. You commit because commitment is what's expected.
The dating recession is a crisis of mimetic desire in reverse. We have stopped socializing young people toward marriage and family so fewer of them pursue it -- not because they've arrived at some principled rejection of the institution but because few people around them are modeling it. The culture says: focus on yourself, build your brand, keep your options open. And so they do, until they look up at 35 or 40 and realize they've optimized everything except the thing that might actually make them happy. I know this because I've lived it.
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This is where Date Drop becomes interesting as a cultural document of the weird times we live in. The platform works because it imposes structure on chaos. It is largely the opposite of Tinder's infinite scroll, which flatters the illusion of limitless choice while producing paralysis and disappointment. Date Drop succeeds precisely because it constrains. It decides for you -- and in doing so, it frees you from the tyranny of deciding for yourself.
You don't have to squint too hard to see the analog to what religious communities once provided. The church, the mosque, the synagogue: These were never just houses of worship. They were matchmaking institutions, places where young people met amid communal structure and accountability. You didn't have to be particularly confident. The community did much of the work for you, pairing families, creating occasions, organizing awkward dinners and applying gentle (and sometimes not-so-gentle) pressure. I don't want to romanticize this. The old system had real costs, especially for women. But it also had a benefit that we're now beginning to appreciate: It made courtship and marriage the default.
As Hoda Abrahim, a matchmaker who founded the service Love, Inshallah for Muslim singles told me, "When community and family networks naturally brought people together, you didn't need us. But those structures have thinned out." Or, as Maria Avgitidis, chief executive of Agape Matchmaking, put it to me, "We were never meant to date alone." In the pre-online dating era, other people were always "constantly meddling" in our love lives. The meddling, it turns out, might have been a good thing.
Date Drop is a very secular, Silicon Valley version of this communal function -- an algorithm doing what grandmothers used to do. I admire it. But I also find something melancholy in the enterprise, because the fact that a computer science student had to code his way to a solution suggests the depth of what's been lost.
There is a detail from the Journal's story that I keep returning to. One student who helped bring Date Drop to Stanford admitted the platform hadn't produced romantic connections for him -- but it had generated a few LinkedIn ones. He then listed the relationships he feared missing out on: his soulmate, his co-founder, his business partner, the chairman of his future board.
Soulmate and co-founder in the same sentence struck me as odd. I don't blame him. He is a product of a culture that has taught him to see every relationship through the lens of optimization.
I've been writing about the dating recession for a while. The data on marriage and happiness is clearer than many of us think. Married mothers are about three times as likely to say they're "very happy" as single, childless women. The pattern holds for men too. Yet when I cite these numbers, the most common response isn't disagreement with the data. It's something more like annoyance -- as though pointing out the benefits of marriage is itself a kind of aggression against those who haven't found it.
I understand the annoyance, because I feel it, too. I reached age 40 without getting married or having children. The data indicts me as much as anyone. But I'd rather be honest about what the evidence shows than pretend the question doesn't matter.

(Burt Glinn/Magnum Photos)


Not all problems have solutions. But while there may not be an obvious fix, some influential voices have advocated matchmaking as a replacement for dating apps. Meanwhile, Wilcox makes a case that I find both compelling and unsettling: just get married young. The conventional wisdom says there's time to hold out for the "perfect" person. But Wilcox argues that this is a risky bet. The pool of eligible partners is bigger in college and your early 20s. After that, it shrinks -- and the culture of dating only gets harder to navigate. "Drifting through your 20s without a thought for your family future," he told me, "is its own kind of loss."
I can relate to this because I'm one of those people who drifted. And I'm not sure I was wrong to do so -- life is complicated, and not everyone meets the right person at 23. But I also can't pretend the assumption was costless.
This is where matchmaking comes in as a potential corrective. Murray Hill Guy, a controversial dating influencer who's become a must-read for New York singles, told me that matchmaking appeals to people now because it addresses the thing apps are worst at: intentionality. "When both people show up knowing the introduction was made on purpose," he said, "they tend to take the date more seriously. That alone makes the experience feel more human and less transactional."
Matchmakers aren't algorithms. They ask about values, about life vision -- the things a profile photo will never capture. And they hold people accountable. That word -- accountable -- matters. Accountability is what community used to provide free. Now we pay for it, because the community isn't there anymore.
There's an irony here worth sitting with. The most modern solution to the dating crisis turns out to be one of the oldest: a person who knows you knows the other person and thinks the meeting is worth both of your time.
I know how it sounds when a columnist suggests that marrying younger or hiring a matchmaker might be the way to go. And the idea of marrying so young still makes me more than a bit uncomfortable. Knowing even what I know now, I probably still wouldn't have done it. But the alternative -- the thing we have been doing, which is drifting and hoping and swiping and burning out -- simply isn't working. The return to matchmaking, whether algorithmic or personal, reflects something I find genuinely hopeful. The same goes for marrying young. Rather than a regression, it's about refusing to let the most important decision of your life be the one you keep postponing.
The dating recession won't be solved by any single app or matchmaker or cultural sermon. But it might begin to ease when we stop treating marriage as something that happens to you after you've finished becoming yourself -- and start treating it as one of the ways you become yourself in the first place.
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Opinions
A violent economy is taking root in Venezuela -- and could undermine Trump
Criminal mining in southern Venezuela hinders U.S. attempts to secure supply chains.

Gold miners work at an underground mine in El Callao, Bolivar state, Venezuela, on April 28, 2023. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


By Francisco Dallmeier, Cristina Vollmer Burelli | 2026-03-05
Francisco Dallmeier is founder and CEO of Nature and Sustainability Solutions. Cristina Vollmer Burelli is founder of SOSOrinoco.
Deep in the Amazon, far from Caracas and invisible to Washington, a criminal industry in Venezuela is expanding under armed protection. While policymakers debate Venezuela's oil, a violent parallel economy that poisons rivers and finances militias  is feeding high-risk minerals into opaque trading hubs -- undermining U.S. efforts to build verifiable supply chains.
The Trump administration recently convened dozens of nations in Washington to launch Project Vault, a U.S.-backed strategic stockpile to blunt China's dominance in critical minerals. Secretary of State Marco Rubio called these resources a "top priority" and urged countries to diversify supply chains and ensure access that is "secure and safe." The State Department also announced the launch of the Forum on Resource Geostrategic Engagement to accelerate investment and mobilize support for more than $30 billion in projects to "secure critical mineral supply chains."
That strategy is necessary. But it has a blind spot: Venezuela. A mineral security strategy depends on clean, enforceable supply chains, and Venezuela's illicit flows are a source of contamination and sanctions evasion.
Illegal extraction of minerals in Venezuela's Orinoco and Amazon regions has long been framed as an environmental tragedy. Poisoned rivers, stripped forests and displaced Indigenous communities attest to that truth. Yet an ecological lens misses the strategic reality. In southern Venezuela, illegal mining functions as illicit statecraft, a governance model built on territorial control, logistics and coercion.
Senior Venezuelan officials, including Washington-tolerated interim president Delcy Rodriguez, have promoted expanding output  even as reports document criminal control and extreme violence in mining zones. The essential point for U.S. policymakers is the state partnership: The activity persists not because the state is too weak to stop it, but because powerful insiders and Venezuela's  own military profit from it and use it to manage alliances with guerrilla groups such as the National Liberation Army (ELN) and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).
Those armed actors are central to these operations. The United Nations documented criminal control, violence, labor exploitation and coercion in mining zones. Mining income has become a parallel budget sustaining coercive power, corruption and links to other illicit economies.
A veneer of legality shields the system. A 2021 Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development report concluded that Venezuela's gold flows should be treated as "high-risk," warning that they finance serious abuses and economic crime. Today, they sustain the leak in the supply chain's security. While the U.S. has maintained strict sanctions on the gold sector because of an executive order from President Donald Trump's first term, the illicit routes identified by the OECD allow adversaries to bypass oversight entirely. A recent report tracked Venezuelan gold through Swiss refineries back to U.S. companies such as Apple, Tesla and Nvidia. The minerals themselves heighten the stakes. Venezuela's illicit economy extends beyond gold to coltan, tin-bearing ores and other inputs essential to defense technologies. In 1990, the U.S. Geological Survey documented niobium, tantalum and rare earth element occurrences in southern Venezuela's Guiana Shield.
The OECD describes centralized transfers including shipments link and foreign entities in Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Iran and elsewhere, alongside "dispersed" routes that leak across borders and benefit overtly criminal actors. The downstream products are familiar: Gold and tin are widely used in electronics, and tantalum from coltan is used in smartphones, laptops and automotive electronics -- exactly the sectors U.S. mineral policy is trying to harden.
The U.S. cannot resolve Venezuela's internal collapse by decree, but it can reduce the profitability of this illicit system by treating southern Venezuela as what it is: a conflict-ravaged minerals zone with direct national security consequences. If the administration wants to be coherent, sanctions and enforcement against Venezuelan conflict-linked minerals must be tightened. These should apply not only to parties involved with the extraction of minerals but also their enablers: regime figures, including Rodriguez, front companies, transport nodes, refiners and financial intermediaries.
The administration must also treat southern Venezuela as a mining conflict zone and impose targeted sanctions, rigorous customs enforcement and network investigations focused on the facilitators, including front companies, transport nodes, refiners and financial intermediaries.
Finally, Washington should look to build a regional disruption strategy with partners facing spillover, especially Brazil, Colombia and Guyana. This can be accomplished by targeting criminal networks and corrupt officials (including in Venezuela and Nicaragua), strengthening anti-money laundering and sanctions tools, enhancing international law enforcement cooperation, formalizing artisanal mining, and building traceable, responsibly sourced gold supply chains to cut off financing to transnational criminal and terrorist groups.
Rubio is correct that mineral security requires supply chains that are "secure and safe." Ignoring criminal minerals pipelines in the Western Hemisphere makes that promise hollow. A supply chain that tolerates its largest breach becomes a liability -- and in southern Venezuela, that liability is expanding every day.
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Opinions
Anthropic is fighting a battle the country needs 
Trump and his team have gone too far -- again -- in trying to bend a private business to their will. 

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei at the World Economic Forum annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, on Jan. 23. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


By Adam Lashinsky | 2026-03-05
Standing up to unreasonable and ethically challenging requests from the government ought to be commonplace in a free country. That's what the artificial intelligence powerhouse Anthropic did last week when it insisted on contract terms barring the Defense Department from using its AI software to conduct mass surveillance on the American public or to drive lethal weapons systems not overseen by people.
Sadly, such defiance of the Trump administration is rare. While Anthropic stood on principle and countered the Defense Department at potentially tremendous cost to its business, the rest of corporate America, particularly Anthropic's Big Tech competitors, repeatedly respond to bullying with acquiescence.
That's one reason we all should cheer for Anthropic in its lonely fight for responsible guardrails on the emerging technology of AI. More than merely winning back the company's lost government business, a victory would help rein in an administration that has made a habit of improperly leveraging its gargantuan power to bend businesses and other institutions to its will.
In normal times, this would be a ho-hum business dispute between a prominent corporation and a headstrong branch of government over the proper use of cutting-edge tech. The government isn't wrong to suggest that one company can't dictate how its products should be used, and it certainly can stop working with Anthropic, within the confines of its existing contract, if it wants to.
But these are not normal times, and this is no run-of-the-mill emerging technology.
Claude, Anthropic's signature product, is one of the most popular artificial intelligence tools for businesses, and CEO Dario Amodei has become a leading voice in the industry on the potential perils of AI. He has spoken forthrightly of the job losses that could result, said that the new technology will "test who we are as a species" and stressed the need for regulation.
Make no mistake, Anthropic is interested in being a warfighting tool, despite President Donald Trump calling it a "radical left, woke company" full of "leftwing nut jobs." It has developed one of the more effective generative AI applications on the market, which is why the Pentagon wanted so badly to continue working with it. Indeed, the five-year-old San Francisco company, last valued at $380 billion, has been supplying the Defense Department, including through a partnership with the analytical software company Palantir -- which has notably friendly relations with the Trump administration.
Anthropic's original sin with Trumpworld was its advocacy of AI regulation. Much of Silicon Valley views AI guardrails as potential business handcuffs, a notion repeatedly expressed by the likes of venture capitalist Marc Andreessen, who accused Biden administration officials of trying to "kill" AI, and David Sacks, another Silicon Valley investor who is Trump's AI and crypto czar.
Thus, it was probably inevitable that Emil Michael, the Defense Department's undersecretary for research and engineering, would go on the offensive last week when talks with the company soured. In a post on X, Michael labeled Amodei a "liar" with a "God-complex."
Asked by Bloomberg to elaborate, Michael said he was concerned Anthropic and other AI companies are "making their own policies that sit on top of democratic policies that are voted on by the people, passed by Congress, [and] signed by the President."
The irony is rich here. A decade ago, Michael was a top lieutenant to then-CEO Travis Kalanick at Uber -- a company that made a name for itself by flouting local taxi regulations. Uber's habit of asking neither for permission nor forgiveness is the stuff of Silicon Valley legend. That Trump's "Department of War" conducts extrajudicial killing operations against civilian boats it claims, but doesn't prove, are narcotics peddlers also doesn't speak well of its adherence to "democratic policies" or, for that matter, the law.
Anthropic likely has a good legal case against the federal government for violating its right to due process, particularly in reference to Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's designation of the company as a "supply-chain risk," banning all agencies from doing business with it. The situation echoes off-again, on-again litigation with law firms that charged Trump's government with unconstitutionally cutting off their business.
OpenAI, Anthropic's bitter rival whose ChatGPT is a consumer favorite, demonstrated its opportunism by swooping in to take Anthropic's place with the Pentagon. It won concessions similar to what Anthropic had been seeking after popular backlash against ChatGPT. Anthropic's Claude, which hasn't focused on consumers, shot to the top of the list of most downloaded apps in Apple's app store over the weekend, amid widespread criticism of OpenAI's move.
"I am confused about why the Pentagon would accept this language when they just tried to nuke Anthropic for asking for something very similar to this," observed AI legal researcher Charlie Bullock. The facts, coupled with comments by the president and his minions, would seem to validate Anthropic's litigation narrative that it had been unfairly targeted.
AI needs rigorous regulation if there is to be hope that its use will be safe. And the country needs more companies with the courage to lose business when the Trump administration wants to dictate terms that could lead to dangerous outcomes.
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Opinions
The NBA's covid guy deserves a break
What Rudy Gobert's unfortunate microphone moment was really about.

Rudy Gobert of the Minnesota Timberwolves during a game against the Houston Rockets on Jan. 16 in Houston. (Kenneth Richmond/Getty Images)


By Will Leitch | 2026-03-05
Rudy Gobert is one of the best basketball stories this century. The son of a former college teammate of 1990s Indiana Pacers star Rik Smits -- Gobert's dad had a cameo in the classic Eddie Murphy comedy "Coming to America" -- Gobert grew up with his mother in France when the sport was still largely ignored in that country. He worked his way from 27th pick in the 2013 NBA draft -- he was traded on draft night -- into four-time NBA Defensive Player of the Year, three-time all-star and a key component of the Minnesota Timberwolves, a team that has reached the Western Conference finals the past two seasons and is a legitimate contender again this year. Gobert is a classic underdog story. There is a nonzero chance he ends up in the Basketball Hall of Fame.
But I suspect he's going to be remembered, forever, as the covid guy.
This comes up every March, even six years later. When the weather begins to warm, those memories return -- of where we were when the world changed. And while there were many signpost moments in that frightening period -- it seems insane how much time I spent washing my groceries -- the most vivid remains March 11. That's the night Tom Hanks announced he contracted covid-19, President Donald Trump gave a not particularly reassuring address from the Oval Office and the NBA shut down. Because of Rudy Gobert.
Gobert tested positive for the coronavirus just minutes before his Utah Jazz were to take the court in Oklahoma City to play the Thunder. (There were so few tests at the time that the Oklahoma Board of Health had to approve giving Gobert one.) The game was canceled, everyone was sent home, and the NBA announced that the league was suspending its season. "That was a powerful signal to people that something profound about our way of life is about to change," Vivek Murthy, the former U.S. surgeon general, told ESPN.
It would have been uncomfortable for anyone to be the first player to test positive. But it was particularly uncomfortable for Gobert. Just two days earlier, Gobert had sat at a news conference where he answered the usual questions from sportswriters but was also asked whether he had any fears about this new virus in China. What happened next, when Gobert eventually retires from the NBA, will be shown in his highlight videos at least as prominently as any of his dunks.
As he stood to leave, a smirking Gobert made a point to touch every single microphone in front of him. It was his way of trying to have fun with a tense moment. But it felt, even then, like a mocking of the gods: If this coronavirus business did turn out to be a thing, you knew that was destined to be a Foolishness of Humanity Moment, like a wealthy passenger on the Hindenburg clucking, "There's nothing safer than a zeppelin!" A day later, Gobert was running a fever and scaring his teammates on the team plane; a day after that, the NBA had shut down. And now it's who Gobert is, forever.
Six years later, we should probably cut poor Rudy a break. It has been long forgotten why Gobert touched all those microphones. March 9 was the first day of a new protocol for NBA sportswriters: They would no longer be allowed in locker rooms and would have to socially distance from the players at all times. Gobert wasn't mocking the coronavirus; he was showing solidarity with the reporters, trying to make light of an uncomfortable situation and a policy that many sportswriters were angry about. (We are very touchy about access.)
Six years later, in a world where the ranks of beat reporters have been thinned dramatically, Gobert's gesture feels almost appreciated: It was a player acknowledging the job those reporters were there to do, and the role the athlete plays in it. He wasn't mocking covid; he was mocking media restrictions, letting those reporters, ones he saw and worked with every day, know that he was on their side.
But more than that, Gobert was just thinking what we were all thinking: This is no big deal, it's all going to be fine. If there had been a camera on me on March 9, 2020, I'd have done something dumb, too. It is a fundamentally human reaction to want to believe that the doomsayers are overreacting, that the world is still normal. It is Gobert's misfortune that he became a symbol of how abnormal things would turn out -- how abnormal they remain, all told -- but it does not make him unique. He's just the guy we were all watching.
Thus, this time of year, when memories of that March and those terrifying early days return, I find myself cheering for Rudy Gobert. He'll never erase his status as a living symbol of covid's arrival, however unfair that status might be. But he deserves better. He wasn't any more wrong than the rest of us. He's just taller.
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The best argument for letting America go? A polymath nailed it.
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.
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The Post's View
An unlikely AI optimist
The European Central Bank says adoption of the technology creates more jobs than it eliminates.

European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde in New York on Feb. 19. (Adam Gray/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-05
Europe fancies itself a regulatory superpower and makes a sport of hamstringing technological innovation, so a report released Wednesday by the European Central Bank is especially striking.
Two labor economists conclude that businesses embracing artificial intelligence are more likely to hire new staff than those who aren't. Specifically, based on a study of 5,000 firms in the eurozone, companies that make significant use of AI are about 4 percent more likely to take on additional staff.
"In other words, AI-intensive firms tend, on average, to hire rather than fire," the authors conclude.
This further undercuts the narrative, fashionable among doomers, that AI will take everyone's job. The nature of work will evolve but mostly for the better, as technological progress allows for less scut work.
The ECB report differentiates between companies that use AI and companies that invest in AI, but in both cases the early signs point to a bigger hiring spree when AI is being utilized.
While there's no guaranteed predictor for what will happen to the labor market in the future, especially with technology advancing so rapidly, the report found "no marked difference" in hiring plans. Instead, the study found that people investing in AI "have positive expectations for future employment growth."
There aren't phone or elevator operators anymore, but more people have jobs than ever before, and fewer people are doing manual labor. It used to be popular to warn that ATMs would mean the end of bank tellers. Rarely do these kinds of doomsday predictions come true.
Yet most Americans still express uncharacteristic pessimism about AI. Last month, 63 percent told YouGov they "think AI will lead to a decrease in the number of jobs available," while just 7 percent predicted AI will increase jobs. This is notably more skeptical than respondents in China, where around 40 percent worry about AI replacing jobs.
Because the United States has the world's biggest economy, perhaps people feel like they have the most to lose when the world changes. But America's success in the past has always come from embracing and shaping the future, rather than recoiling from it.
The ECB report is a refreshing reminder that there are life-changing opportunities, not just risks, from the AI revolution.
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The Post's View
It would be easier to fund DHS with better leadership
A lack of transparency and wasteful spending undermine the case to end the department's shutdown.

Kristi Noem testifies Wednesday before the House Judiciary Committee. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-04
As government extends its powers more deeply into everyday life, it becomes less effective at everything. That annoyance becomes dangerous when the state isn't entirely capable of its most important job: providing basic security and stability. Consider the Department of Homeland Security, which isn't fully funded and lacks the leadership and credibility to effectively make the case for more money.
With conflict in the Middle East increasing the risk for terrorism in the homeland, it'd be nice if DHS was fully functional. But the department has faced a gap in funding since Feb. 14, which has left critical agencies short staffed. DHS Secretary Kristi L. Noem tried to persuade lawmakers to end the partial government shutdown this week, and it didn't go well.
Noem might have made the case for why DHS is critical at this juncture. But her interactions with House members on Wednesday and senators on Tuesday were more notable for squabbles and personal controversies than any substantive case for why she can be trusted to help keep the country safe.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) called for Noem's resignation, accusing her of blocking the Trump-appointed inspector general from carrying out basic inquiries. The day before, the inspector general sent a letter to lawmakers outlining at least 10 instances where DHS allegedly obstructed his office's access to records and information linked to national security matters. DHS claims the inspector general hasn't given the right information to access relevant databases, but Monday's letter disputed that in strong terms.
Tillis also called out Noem for not answering questions he previously submitted about Operation Charlotte's Web, an immigration surge in his state last fall. Enforcing the country's immigration laws is a basic function of government, but Americans have become distrustful of DHS, and a lack of transparency has made the situation worse. 
So does wastefulness. Lawmakers in the House and Senate grilled Noem for spending hundreds of millions of tax dollars on an ad campaign starring herself. She has no good explanation.
It's embarrassing that Congress can't agree on common sense reforms for Immigration and Customs Enforcement to end the partial government shutdown. It might be more embarrassing that the department's boss doesn't make much of an effort to act like a responsible steward of that funding.
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Letters to the Editor
Don't gamble with airport security
Readers on TSA reform, stock trading in Congress and more.

(David Zalubowski/AP)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-03-04
The United States tried a contractor-led screening model before the Transportation Security Administration existed. Going back to a privatized system, as the Feb. 24 editorial "Privatize airport security" called for, would be a step backward.
After Sept. 11, 2001, the country made a bipartisan decision to professionalize aviation security because "lowest bidder" screening, high turnover and uneven standards are not a serious foundation for public safety.
Privatization does not remove politics from security. It inserts a profit-taking middleman and shifts incentives toward cutting labor costs and training time while the public bears the risk. If policymakers are frustrated by recent disruptions, the answer is straightforward: Stop using the traveling public and frontline security workers as leverage in funding fights. The problem is political dysfunction, not the existence of a federal workforce.
What we should not do is recycle a model that has already proved inadequate and pretend it is innovation.
The functions TSA performs require uniform standards, rigorous oversight and a professional workforce accountable chiefly to the public. If improvements are needed, Congress should strengthen management, invest in training and technology, and provide stable funding.
Turning airport security into a revenue stream for private contractors is not reform. Americans do not want security theater. They want security delivered by a stable, vetted, professional workforce accountable to the public.
Hydrick Thomas, New York
The writer is president of the American Federation of Government Employees TSA Council 100.
The Editorial Board cited several relevant examples of successful private security screening in foreign airports. However, it did not mention a compelling example close to America: Canada.
Indeed, the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority was established in 2002 as part of an enhanced air travel security system after Sept. 11, 2001. CATSA directly employs about 400 full-time staff and contracts with various private security companies that employ about 8,000 officers to conduct screening at airports across Canada. These officers apply rigorous standards established by this government agency and wear CATSA uniforms.
By entrusting such private security agents to provide security instead of unionized bureaucrats, Canadian airports have ended up outperforming their American counterparts on most metrics. A 2017 study by the Heritage Foundation found that Canada spent about 40 percent less per capita on aviation security than the U.S. and approximately 15 percent less per traveler. Yet, despite these lower costs, in 2016, CATSA screened 159 travelers per hour, compared with 150 for TSA.
Canada's model of highly trained private security professionals providing preboarding security screening and physical security at airports could thus serve as a concrete source of inspiration for the long-awaited changes for TSA, helping it deliver a more efficient and cost-effective service to the traveling public in the United States. Canada's experience over the past two decades also illustrates that these policy objectives can be achieved without conceding an inch in terms of security standards.
Michel Kelly-Gagnon, Calgary, Alberta
The writer is founding president of the Montreal Economic Institute.
The Feb. 27 editorial "The real fix for congressional stock trading" argued that increased transparency would sufficiently address the ethical controversies surrounding congressional stock trading. The editorial cited my organization, Campaign Legal Center, but did not capture CLC's full recommendations for reform.
The editorial pointed out that "insider trading is already illegal," but the true issue is conflicts of interest. Nearly 50 percent of members of Congress hold stock, so it is inevitable that their policy decisions directly and indirectly influence industries in which they invest.
The board also stated that consensus reform is "nearly impossible," noting opposition to the bill President Donald Trump promoted during his State of the Union speech. But the Trump-endorsed bill would thwart the Restore Trust in Congress Act, which is a total ban on congressional stock trading with more than 125 bipartisan co-sponsors.
The editorial concluded that disclosure of a lawmaker's anticipated stock trade would improve the situation. But many investors monitor lawmakers' trades, so a disclosure could trigger a change in the price before that trade, impacting other shareholders and lawmakers alike.
Meaningful, workable reform requires a full ban on the purchase, sale and ownership of stocks for sitting members, while allowing them to invest in non-corrupting options such as mutual funds. That's a small price to pay to increase Americans' confidence in government.
Kedric Payne, Washington
The writer is vice president, general counsel and senior director for ethics at Campaign Legal Center.
I was peeved to read the following framing in the Feb. 26 online Business article "How $15.5 billion will be spent on Congress's pet projects":
"A string of corruption scandals -- including the 'Bridge to Nowhere,' in which an Alaska lawmaker directed $223 million to connect a small town to an island with 50 residents -- turned public opinion sharply against the practice. Congress banned earmarks entirely in 2011."
This was no "scandal." It was controversial but not scandalous. And that bridge would have connected the 8,000 Ketchikan residents to their airport. I've been on the ferry to the airport, and on a winter's day it is unpleasant, to say the least.
Jim Lavrakas, Sequim, Washington
Following Neal Katyal's Feb. 25 op-ed, "Tariffs were illegal. Now Trump wants to delay refunds.," Post Opinions wants to know: If you run a business, what opportunities did your company lose because capital was redirected to tariffs? Send us your response, and it might be published as a letter to the editor. wapo.st/tariff_costs
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Opinions
Kristi Noem is a nightmare for immigration hawks 
Sloppy enforcement and tone-deaf messaging have undermined Homeland Security's credibility. 

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem testifies during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


By Carine Hajjar | 2026-03-04
For all the Trump administration's insistence on the importance of deporting criminals, no one has made the job as complicated as Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem. Which is why on Tuesday, at a hearing of the Senate Judiciary Committee, some of the most caustic rebukes she received came from fellow Republicans.
Sen. Thom Tillis (North Carolina) called out the Biden administration's immigration failures -- then scolded Noem for her own. "What we've seen is a disaster under your leadership," he said, repeating his call for her resignation. Sen. John Neely Kennedy (Louisiana) commended the secure U.S.-Mexico border but asked Noem how she could square a "concern for waste" with spending "$220 million running television advertisements that feature you prominently."
Noem got gentler treatment from Republicans at a House Judiciary Committee hearing Wednesday. But it remains true that she has created a political nightmare for immigration hawks. While most voters still support cracking down on illegal immigration, sloppy enforcement and tone-deaf messaging have undermined Homeland Security's credibility. Heading into the midterms, one of the GOP's most potent issues is losing its edge.
Good-faith Republicans understand that arresting friendly neighbors, useful workers and pregnant women hurts the broader case for deportations. But it took Tillis, who is not running for reelection, to tell the truth. "We're beginning to get the American people to think that deporting people is wrong. It's the exact opposite," Tillis said, who wore a "back the blue" pin on his lapel. "The way you're going about deporting them is wrong."
The polling backs him up. In the latest Harvard CAPS-HarrisX poll, "deporting immigrants who are here illegally and have committed crimes" is Trump's second-most popular issue (75 percent of all voters approve), but hiring additional Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to conduct raids is among his least popular (45 percent). When asked about ICE as an institution, only 39 percent of respondents answered favorably. In the latest Reuters-Ipsos poll, 61 percent of U.S. adults support deportations of immigrants living in the country illegally, but only 39 percent support the administration's tactics.
Part of the problem is the scope of operations. Under Noem's leadership, ICE is doing too much, too fast, and it's leading to the kind of sloppiness that discredits the agency and its law enforcement mission. In pursuit of mass deportations, ICE has gone after more than just hardened criminals, but also families, minors and even American citizens. Tillis noted the dangers of chasing numbers, shouting: "We want 1,000 a day, 6,000 a day, 9,000 a day, because numbers matter, right? No, they don't matter. Quality matters -- not quantity, quality."
Republicans are right to point out that sanctuary policies force ICE into communities as they search for criminal targets. But that doesn't explain why agents killed two Americans, why agents are pepper-spraying unsuspecting families, why they shot an American five times -- and later bragged about it. There are plenty of other examples, but these are already too many.
Congress might save ICE from some of these excesses as it negotiates reforms -- including more training and oversight measures -- as part of the ongoing DHS budget showdown. But it can't save the department from a self-inflicted PR crisis.
"Most Americans favor immigration enforcement," Andrew Arthur, a resident fellow at the Center for Immigration Studies, told me. "They just don't want to see or hear much about it." That's quite the conundrum for a politician like Noem, who -- from her flashy outfits to her multimillion-dollar ad campaign -- clearly loves the spotlight.
But comparing deportations to searching for Pokemon or posting a video playing up shackles used on a deportation flight make light of deadly serious operations. Noem likes to tell liberals to turn down the inflammatory rhetoric against ICE, but she should consider how her own communication could endanger agents.
Jokey rhetoric pervades the messaging. On Jan. 21, the administration announced Homeland Security's "Operation Catch of the Day" in Maine. Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) later told me she was "offended by the name of the operation and thought that it was disrespectful." She appealed directly to Noem. The operation was shut down before the month was out. But it's another example of how Noem's department needlessly complicates its job. Immigration enforcement in the state has gone back to "normal activities," according to Collins, and reports of federal agents detaining people have continued this month. The surge sent a panic through Maine school systems and kicked off a stream of protests. A February poll shows that more Mainers believe ICE makes the country less safe than safer.
Inflammatory slogans come easily from Noem's comms shop; the facts rarely follow. Of the more than 200 migrants who were detained during the Maine operation, which was supposedly aimed at "the worst of the worst," it's unclear how many were criminals. When I asked DHS, I was sent only four examples of convicted or charged criminals -- the same four listed on its press release. Some of the migrants were returned after they were found to have pending asylum claims. It's hard to convince Americans that you're carefully targeting depraved criminals if you can't readily prove it.
Americans are willing to support orderly deportations -- they voted for a president who promised to do them en masse. But Americans are also generous and accommodating. Understanding that some deportations are necessary doesn't mean they want to see neighbors, workers and parents chased down by an agent -- much less turned into a social media spectacle.
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The Post's View
Mississippi shouldn't prefer student athletes over students
Football recruitment isn't a good reason to treat NIL money differently than other income.

Trinidad Chambliss scrambles against the Georgia Bulldogs during the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1. (Chris Graythen/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-05
So long as Mississippi has an income tax, there's no reason for some kinds of income to be treated better than others. Yet the state House just passed a bill to exempt from taxation the income that college athletes earn from their name, image and likeness (NIL).
The proliferation of NIL payments, especially for football players in the Southeastern Conference, has some Mississippi lawmakers believing their state schools are at a recruiting disadvantage. Tennessee, Texas and Florida have no income tax at all. Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) signed a bill last April to exempt NIL income from income tax if it's provided directly by universities.
Ole Miss quarterback Trinidad Chambliss is set to make over $5 million in NIL income next year, perhaps more than he would make playing in the NFL. That's great for him, but there's no reason the law should prefer him over others.
As a general principle, a simpler tax code is fairer. Complexifying the tax system with special loopholes that benefit politically connected interest groups is unfair to everyone else. It tilts the playing field and distorts incentives.
Consider the many nonathletes at Ole Miss who also work jobs during school. Their earnings are subject to taxation. A star quarterback and the students working for the on-campus gym where he trains are equally deserving of a lower tax burden.
The logic of interstate competition doesn't only apply to college sports. Other employers in the Magnolia State have to compete for talent with firms based in states without income taxes. Shouldn't their workers also be exempt from income tax?
Mississippi's answer to that, by the way, is yes. Gov. Tate Reeves (R) signed legislation last year that could phase out the state income tax by 2040. Mississippi has already gone from a three-bracket system with a top rate of 5 percent in 2017 to a flat tax of 4 percent on income over $10,000 this year. The law Reeves signed would bring that down to 3 percent by 2030, and then cut it all the way to zero if revenue triggers are achieved in future years.
That's the right way to make the state more competitive. Twenty-four states have a flat tax for wage and salary income, including the nine states that have a flat tax of zero because they don't tax wage income at all. States can rely less on income taxes because they have sales taxes and property taxes, which provide stable sources of revenue that are less detrimental to savings and investment. They're also easier to pay than income taxes.
Mississippi is already moving in the right direction on income taxes. College athletes don't need to see the benefits before everyone else.
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Opinions
What Texas will discover about James Talarico
Texas Republicans gave the Democrat an opening. His refusal to moderate on issues might close it.

Texas State Rep. James Talarico (D) speaks at a campaign event in Round Rock, Texas, on March 3. (John Moore/Getty Images)


By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2026-03-04
Democrats, who haven't won a Senate race in Texas since 1988 and haven't won one without the power of incumbency since 1970, think they have a shot this year. If they blow it, it will be because of a perennial progressive mistake: supposing that they don't have to moderate on issues in places where progressives make up a minority of the electorate.
That Democrats have a chance at all is because their primary voters have made the most sensible choice available to them while Republicans may not be following suit. State Rep. James Talarico, the standard-bearer for team blue, has the distinct advantage over the candidate he defeated in the Democratic primary, U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett, of not having advertised a lack of interest in winning over Texans who have previously supported President Donald Trump.
Asked in December whether she could "convert" such voters, Crockett said she would not need to win "all" of them -- nobody thought she would -- and immediately turned to the possibility of getting previously disengaged non-White voters to cast ballots for her. That strategy was highly unlikely to be successful in a state Trump won by nearly 14 points. Her suggestion that some Latinos who support Trump have a "slave mentality" wouldn't have helped either.
Republicans, meanwhile, may nominate someone who repels a portion of the voters who have sustained their previous winning coalition. Attorney General Ken Paxton, who is headed to a runoff with incumbent Republican Sen. John Cornyn, has been impeached by the lower house of the state legislature over allegations of corruption. His wife is divorcing him, alluding to adultery.
Talarico has a very different image. He is a Presbyterian seminarian who regularly speaks about his religious views and how they inform his politics. As a progressive journalist put it, "Talarico has honed an ability to use religious language to defend liberal policies." The nominee says he can counter the perception "that the Democratic Party, in recent years, has been hostile to people of faith."
Democrats have, however, often come to grief by supposing that a candidate with traits associated with conservatism doesn't need to moderate on issues. Whenever the party nominates military veterans, strategists suggest that their service will insulate them from charges of progressive extremism. Often, it doesn't. John Kerry, a decorated Vietnam veteran and the Democrats' losing presidential nominee in 2004, is one example. Amy McGrath, a fighter pilot who took on Republican Sen. Mitch McConnell in Kentucky in 2020, is another: Her biography helped her raise more than $90 million from Democrats nationwide, but she lost by nearly 20 points.
It was partly for similar demographic reasons that Kamala Harris chose Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate in 2024: She thought he had a special appeal to rural White voters. It didn't show in the results.
Christian preachers -- at least ones who are, like Talarico, White -- have for some time been associated with conservatism. The problem is that many moderate or conservative voters are looking for candidates who share their views on moral and cultural issues, not merely some of their traits.
These voters will discover that Talarico believes there are six sexes, not two, basing his view on rare chromosomal abnormalities. This is both dubious science and irrelevant to the political debate that led him to bring it up -- one that mostly concerned whether some people with the standard male chromosomes should be able to compete in women's sports.
Talarico's main tack is to argue that voters who disagree with him are wrong to care about what they care about. He notes that the Bible doesn't mention abortion but does insist on "feeding the hungry and healing the sick." (One could as accurately note that the Bible dwells on the sanctity of life but doesn't mention Medicaid.) More provocatively, he says that just as the Gospels say that Mary consented to being the mother of Jesus, women should have abortion as a choice. Are conservative Christians, whom Talarico typically calls "Christian nationalists," eager to be told that they have misunderstood their own faith?
Or that they have been duped? Talarico takes the classic left-wing view that cultural issues are a distraction used by the powerful to protect their interests: "Trans people aren't taking away our health care. Muslims aren't defunding our schools," he says, adding, "The culture wars are a smokescreen."
A lot of voters, however, find the issues he dismisses important in themselves and signs of whether a candidate shares their worldview. That's true on Talarico's side, too, by the way: If these issues didn't matter at all, presumably he would embrace the opinions a majority of Texans hold about them.
Texas Republicans have given the Democrats an opening. Their refusal to moderate on issues might close it.
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Opinions
Cartoon by Joe Heller
Joe Heller cartoon on daylight saving time.

(Joe Heller)


By Joe Heller | 2026-03-04

(Joe Heller)
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Opinions
The Democratic establishment gets the night it wanted
Good nights in Texas and North Carolina offer relief -- but the progressive challenge is far from over.

Texas Senate candidate James Talarico (D) addresses supporters on Tuesday night in Austin. (John Moore/Getty Images)


By Henry Olsen | 2026-03-04
Henry Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
Tuesday's primaries went about as well as mainstream Democrats could hope for. Not only did they get the Texas Senate nominee they wanted in state Rep. James Talarico, but incumbent Rep. Valerie Foushee of North Carolina was also narrowly ahead of her progressive challenger, Nida Allam. Faced with two chances to swing left, Democratic primary voters -- barely -- stuck with their establishment's preferred choices.
That will give mainstream Democratic strategists some relief as they look ahead to many more contentious intraparty battles that will shape the midterm fight, as well as the contours of the 2028 presidential nomination.
Progressive energy is certainly rising, but so far the tide has not turned into a wave that would complicate the party's hoped-for path back to power.
Democrats can also rejoice in the overall turnout data. Democratic turnout in North Carolina easily bested the numbers for Republicans, while in redder Texas the parties are neck and neck as the final votes are counted. Both showings represent significant improvements for the Democratic Party over recent primaries. That's a bullish indicator for its ability to attract independents in the fall.
A caveat: One should be careful not to overread that outcome. Texas does not have partisan registration, so voters tend to swarm toward the party that has the more interesting top-of-the-ticket race.
In 2020, for example, Democrats had an important presidential contest while President Donald Trump was cruising to renomination. Democratic turnout exceeded Republican turnout in the March primaries in Texas, as voters clearly decided that choosing between then-former vice president Joe Biden and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) was more consequential than casting another vote for Trump. That certainly didn't mean Trump was in trouble in the state.
On Tuesday night, the fact that the Republican Senate contest was sure to go to a runoff while the Democratic one featured two strong but stylistically opposite candidates probably had a similar effect on voter choice.
Democrats will also be pleased with the outcome of the Texas GOP Senate primary. Controversial, ultraconservative Attorney General Ken Paxton will enter the May runoff essentially tied with incumbent Sen. John Cornyn. The smart money will be on Paxton in that race, since runoff electorates tend to be smaller and more ideological than those on primary day.
That would set up a Democratic dream scenario of Talarico -- who offers greater appeal to moderates than his primary opponent Rep. Jasmine Crockett, a liberal firebrand, did -- facing the scandal-tarred Paxton. To be sure, Talarico is more liberal than the median Texas voter, and in a state so Republican, Paxton would remain the favorite. But polls so far rate that matchup as a toss-up. Even plausibly putting Texas in play would be a fantastic development for Democrats' very outside chance to retake Senate control.
Of course, Republicans know this, too. In the coming weeks, expect immense pressure on Trump to endorse Cornyn. To put his power and prestige behind the incumbent, Trump could truthfully say that Cornyn has worked with him, while arguing that Republicans cannot risk losing Texas. A Trump endorsement could help Cornyn beat the odds.
In case anyone doubts it, Trump's power with Texas Republicans was on full display Tuesday night. Every one of his nonincumbent endorsees either won their race outright or made it to a runoff. His charisma is strongest with exactly the sort of conservative who tends to vote in runoff elections. With one of Trump's 2024 campaign managers and his top pollster already lined up behind Cornyn, don't be surprised if the president tries to tip the scales in Cornyn's favor.
The 2026 primary season is just getting going, and it's entirely possible that progressive challengers will do better elsewhere. Few potential Republican nominees have as much baggage as Paxton, and Trump's job approval ratings seem to have stabilized, though they remain lower than Republicans would like. Lots of things can change, in either party's direction.
Tuesday night should thus be thought of as the first half-inning of a baseball game. Democrats put the side down in order and will come up to bat in Illinois' crucial House primaries in two weeks. As any baseball fan knows, however, a good first inning is no guarantee the game is won.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Milder today and parts of the weekend, but cool-air questions remain
Today and tomorrow feature a battle between 70s south and 50s north. By Saturday, the whole area should make the 70s. 

Colorful skies over the Capitol to start the month. (Jeanne Stuart McVey/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-03-05
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Sunshine tries to work its way to us from the south this afternoon as temperatures reach the 50s to low 60s.
What's next? Still some uncertainty about how warm or cool it will be through Friday, then warmer air tries to take over Saturday and continues into next week. Just occasional chances of rain intermixed.
The National Park Service predicts· D.C.'s famed cherry blossoms will peak between March 29 and April 1 this year. That's right around the recent 30-year average of March 29 but earlier than forecasts from the Capital Weather Gang· and local TV stations.

(Kevin Ambrose, adapted by CWG) 


Temperatures Friday, and perhaps into the weekend, continue to offer up a frustrating forecast.




For Friday, "a 30 to 35 degree spread in temperatures could exist from northeast Md. to central Va.," wrote the National Weather Service in a morning discussion.
Being in the middle of that is a particularly tough spot, but for now it does seem Friday's previous idea of warmth is largely lost as highs reach for the mid-50s or so. Readings could even fall back into the 40s during the afternoon.
Another attempted surge from the south comes our way Saturday. If Friday's cool "wedge" between the chilly ocean and mountains to the west hangs on too hard, it may also trend cooler than prior forecasts.




Any wind direction from the east and northeast is likely to reinforce cold air, given the sea-surface temperatures in the mid- and upper 30s in the nearby Atlantic Ocean. Along much of the Mid-Atlantic coast, numbers are running several degrees chillier than usual, although parts of the less influential Chesapeake are on the warmer-than-average side with temperatures around or above 40.
At some point during the weekend into early week, warmer air should finally win out, but that may also shorten its time with us before chillier air arrives again.
It's soupy outside. Visibilities are running about 1/8 to 1/4 mile in much of the region, with some spots seeing even denser fog.
Take extra caution if out and about.




Today's daily digit -- 7/10: It could be one of the nicer days in a while once we get past the morning. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Some brightening skies this afternoon with still a couple of showers possible, especially north of the Beltway. Highs range from the 50s north to 60s south. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: A chance of showers persists through the first half of the night before winding down. Otherwise, mostly cloudy. Lows end up in the upper 40s to lower 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): A front is in the area from the northeast, which may send temperatures back down a little compared with today. It's still somewhat uncertain who stays mild and who turns cooler, but highs about mid-50s north and east to around 70 south and west seem favored for now. On the bright side, we might eke out a mainly or fully dry day. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: A small chance of a shower in the evening, otherwise it should just be partly cloudy. Lows range from the mid-40s to about 50. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Warmer Saturday under partial sunshine. Highs should reach well into the 70s to perhaps around 80 in some spots. A shower or storm is possible late day into evening. Confidence: Medium
Dry again on Sunday. Behind a weak wind shift, it's a bit cooler than the first half of the weekend but still rather mild. Upper 60s to lower 70s are a good bet in the afternoon. Confidence: Medium
Similar on Monday, then probably warmer again through midweek Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2015, a calendar-day record 4.8 inches of snow fell in D.C. Areas west of the city saw substantially more, with 9.4 inches observed at Washington Dulles International Airport. The snow occurred toward the end of an unusually cold weather pattern that began in mid-February, during which temperatures averaged about 15 degrees below normal.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 53
	Average low: 36
	Record high: 83 (1976)
	Record low: 6 (1872)
	Record precipitation: 1.52 inches (1965)
	Record snowfall: 4.8 inches (2015)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C.
D.C.'s cherry blossoms will peak between March 29 and April 1, Park Service says
The National Park Service declares peak bloom when 70 percent of the blossoms around the Tidal Basin, the reservoir on the National Mall, have opened.

People walk by blooming cherry blossoms along the Tidal Basin on March 27, 2025, in Washington. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Kendall Staton | 2026-03-05
The iconic cherry trees decorating the nation's capital will hit peak bloom between March 29 and April 1, the National Park Service predicted Thursday.
The agency declares peak bloom when 70 percent of the Yoshino blossoms around the Tidal Basin, the reservoir on the National Mall, have opened.
Kevin Griess, superintendent of National Mall and Memorial Parks, said the weather could affect peak bloom, noting this winter has been colder.
"Every spring, the National Cherry Blossom Festival does more than welcome a new season," David Moran, chair of the board of directors for the National Cherry Blossom Festival, said at a news conference Thursday. "It brings a renewed sense of joy and vitality to our entire region."
The annual festival commemorates the 3,000 cherry trees Japan gifted to the United States as a symbol of friendship in 1912.
Japan will gift an additional 250 cherry trees this year in honor of the United States' 250th anniversary celebration, Masatsugu Odaira, minister for public affairs for the Embassy of Japan, said Thursday.
This year's festival will run from March 20 to April 12 and will feature an opening ceremony of traditional Japanese sword dancers, a parade along Constitution Avenue, a "pink tie" fashion show at Union Station and a street party at Navy Yard.
The Washington Post's Capital Weather Gang, which independently estimates peak bloom, predicted· it could happen between April 3 and April 7, potentially more than a week later than last year. The last time peak bloom happened this late was April 5, 2018.
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Capital Weather Gang
It's been so cold that cherry blossom peak may push to latest date in years
Capital Weather Gang predicts peak bloom of D.C.'s famed Yoshino trees between April 3 and 7.

The Washington Monument is framed by blooming cherry blossoms on March 30. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow | 2026-03-05
The famed cherry blossoms in D.C. are likely to take their time this year, following the chilliest winter in more than two decades. As March begins -- after three straight months that all ended colder than normal -- the trees' buds are only showing the slightest signs of emerging.
Abnormally warm weather in the coming week should jump-start development, with green buds beginning to pop. But cooler-than-expected conditions in mid-March may slow the cherry trees' progression through the five bud stages before peak bloom.
We're predicting a peak bloom date for the Tidal Basin's Yoshino trees between April 3 and 7, which would be the latest since 2018 (April 5) and 2015 (April 10). The National Park Service is forecasting· a somewhat earlier peak bloom between March 30 and April 1.
Last year, the peak bloom occurred on March 28.
Over the past century, the blossoms' average peak has shifted about a week earlier -- from April 4 to March 29 -- a change linked to human-caused climate warming. Each of the past six years has seen peak bloom occur before March 29.
Since records began in 1921, the earliest peak bloom was March 15 (1990), while the latest was April 18 (1958).
Our projected peak bloom window coincides with the National Cherry Blossom Festival, which runs from March 20 to April 12.
March temperatures are the biggest driver of our forecast for the peak bloom date, as they have historically been the best indicator. When it's warmer than average in March, the blossoms tend to peak in late March; when it's on the chilly side, they tend to flower in early April.
With unusually warm weather expected over the next week, we anticipate March will finish about 3 degrees above normal. In most years, that would suggest a late-March peak. But this year is different.

(Capital Weather Gang; data sources: National Park Service and National Weather Service)


The notably cold winter delayed bud development and set the bloom process back. By this point in some years, trees would have reached the first stage -- green buds. This year, only the indicator tree -- which typically runs about seven to 10 days ahead of the others -- shows even a hint of green at the tips, according to Leslie Frattaroli, a program manager at the National Park Service. That suggests development is running at least a week behind schedule.
The upcoming warmth should jump-start the process, but it may not accelerate it for long. A disruption of the polar vortex is expected to usher in a cooler pattern in mid-March that could persist into early April. While forecasting temperatures more than two weeks out carries uncertainty, there is little indication that the progression toward peak bloom will be rapid.
Average highs rise from the 50s into the 60s by early April -- warm enough to advance bud development, even if temperatures run a bit below normal. Still, the most likely outcome is a slow and steady march toward bloom.

Predicted high and low temperatures over the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell)


If the cooler pattern expected by mid-March fails to materialize and the second half of the month turns much warmer than normal, peak bloom could occur in late March instead of early April.
Conversely, if next week's conditions prove less warm than anticipated, and mid-month cooling is more pronounced or prolonged, peak bloom could slip into the second week of April.
Sunshine is another wild card. Cloudy days would slow the buds' progression through their stages. But abundant sun -- even with slightly cooler temperatures -- can accelerate development, especially if nighttime lows do not dip too sharply.

Cherry tree blossom bud cycle. (National Park Service)


Given the delayed start to the bloom process this year, if our forecast is off, it is more likely that peak bloom will occur later than our projected window rather than earlier.
Here are the odds of alternative peak bloom windows:
	Peak bloom before March 31: 10 percent.
	Peak bloom March 31 to April 3: 15 percent.
	Peak bloom April 8 to 12: 20 percent.
	Peak bloom after April 12: 10 percent.

Forecasting peak bloom is challenging, especially in springs with sharp temperature swings. Looking back at forecasts issued since 2012, Capital Weather Gang's predicted 5-day window has, on average, come within about two days of the actual bloom date. The Park Service has come within four to five days, on average.




Both groups have had exact calls in several years, and they've navigated unusually difficult seasons. Impressively, the Park Service forecast has hit the peak bloom window in two of the past three years.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Plans for an ICE detention center spark anger in a deep-red Maryland county
The Department of Homeland Security plans to begin housing as many as 1,500 immigrant detainees inside a converted warehouse as early as April.

The Williamsport water tower and its surroundings. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim, Jasmine Golden | 2026-03-05
WASHINGTON COUNTY, Md. -- In this bright-red pocket of an otherwise deep-blue state, many of President Donald Trump's positions are popular with residents, particularly his pledge to shut down borders and deport people who are in the country illegally.
Matthew Young, a 34-year-old truck driver who lives in the county, agreed wholeheartedly with the president on the issue. "He never made it a secret that he was going to have the biggest deportation in American history, from day one," Young said.
But in December, county residents learned that the Department of Homeland Security planned to convert an enormous empty warehouse in Williamsport into a detention center that would house as many as 1,500 people arrested by Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents. Though the president still had his supporters, the news didn't land well with everyone. Some residents were hostile to an ICE facility opening, and others worried their county would become another hot spot in the rancorous nationwide debate over how immigration should be enforced.
With the facility now expected to begin operating next month, according to a person briefed on the plan, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal agency matters, still more residents are frustrated by what they say has been a lack of public input over the decision.
"It happened without the community having a voice, and that's very crucial and very important, especially in small towns," said Paula Jackson, a county resident and business owner.

Washington County resident and business owner Paula Jackson in Williamsport. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Amid an uproar over aggressive ICE tactics that have led to violent confrontations in cities such as Los Angeles, Chicago and Minneapolis, residents and local officials in various states have fought to block the Trump administration from expanding the agency's system for detention.
In Georgia, residents in the Republican stronghold of Social Circle pushed back against plans to open a facility there earlier this year. In New Hampshire, plans to open an ICE facility were abandoned after Republican Gov. Kelly Ayotte intervened with federal officials. In Maryland, Montgomery County and Baltimore County recently passed legislation that seeks to prevent ICE from opening detention centers in their communities, while Howard County revoked a building permit for a planned detention facility and Prince George's County has temporarily barred any properties in the county from being used for a detention center.
DHS purchased the Williamsport warehouse in mid-January. Built in 2022, the 830,00-square-foot building on 53 acres in an industrial park will be retrofitted "to provide short-term housing for individuals in immigration custody awaiting immigration processing and related administrative procedures," according to a recent DHS notice.
The facility would be encircled by 6,700 linear feet of perimeter fencing. Among the changes proposed for the existing structure are a security checkpoint, exterior recreation courts, exterior lighting and security cameras.
"I have never met one person who wants it here," said Robin Gillenwater, 58, owner of the Veiled Lady Boutique in Williamsport, a tidy historic town along the Potomac with a bustling main street that has in recent years become popular with tourists and cyclists along the C&O Canal. "Even if they support the immigrants being removed, they still don't want the warehouse here."
Gillenwater, whose store sits about two miles from the proposed detention center, is a lifelong resident of Washington County and laments that warehouses now stand on what used to be farmland and rolling pastures. She said she also worries about how detainees will be treated at the facility and objects to how ICE has removed immigrants who don't have criminal records and who were leading productive lives.
"We shouldn't say none of these people can be here, because then none of us should be here," Gillenwater said. "We were all immigrants at one point, and if you disagree with that, then you need to take history over again."

A certificate in Williamsport Town Hall designates the town the "Best Neighborhood." (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Anger at the proposed detainment facility was evident at the Feb. 10 meeting of the Washington County Board of Commissioners in Hagerstown, where the members, all Republicans, unanimously passed a resolution expressing support for DHS and ICE.
The board's statement, which didn't mention the facility specifically, was largely symbolic. The county says it has no say over how the warehouse is used because it is owned by the federal government.
As the board president, John Barr, attempted to read the resolution aloud, he was met with a chorus of coughs and whistles from protesters inside the meeting room and angry chants from outside the room, where a large overflow crowd had gathered. Barr stopped reading and took off his glasses. "If I hear one more whistle blow, I will suspend this meeting," he said.
Later, as the commissioners filed out following their vote, they were serenaded by protesters yelling, "Cowards!" and "Shame!"
Barr and the other county commissioners did not respond to requests to be interviewed for this article.
Maryland Del. Matthew J. Schindler, the only Democrat representing Washington County in Annapolis, said he thinks residents in the county are pretty evenly split about the detention center. But he said he has been surprised at how vehement and vocal opponents have been.
"That type of opposition voice, you don't normally hear it come out as loud," Schindler said. "People are outraged and worried about the gravity of the situation. And I think there's a large part of the county, myself included, that don't want to see our town and our county known for this."
Republican state representatives for Washington County did not respond to interview requests.
Last week, the state of Maryland sued DHS and ICE over the Williamsport facility, saying the Trump administration did not conduct an environmental review or seek public input on the project or provide a reasoned explanation on their decision-making, as required by law.
"Federal law gives Marylanders the right to know when and how detention facilities are built in their communities," Maryland Attorney General Anthony G. Brown (D) said in a video statement on Feb. 23. "That right was denied. Today, our office is taking them to court."
The suit, which was filed in the U.S. District Court of Maryland, comes as the federal government has planned to renovate warehouses across the country into detention centers, part of an effort to deal with overcrowding inside local holding facilities that has happened amid the ramped-up arrests.

The Department of Homeland Security said the warehouse will be retrofitted "to provide short-term housing for individuals in immigration custody awaiting immigration processing and related administrative procedures." (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Last month, ICE detailed plans to acquire and renovate eight large-scale detention centers and 16 processing sites around the country, and to acquire 10 facilities where ICE already operates. The $38.3 billion plan would increase "bed capacity" at the detention centers to 92,600 beds by the end of fiscal year 2026. DHS currently detains about 70,000 people per day, though the budgeted detention bed capacity is 50,000.
A new congressional bill aims to try to stop DHS from opening the sites without the consent of state and local officials.
DHS pushed back against those efforts, saying in a statement on Feb. 23 that the Maryland lawsuit "isn't about the environment. It's about trying to stop President Trump from making America safe again."
"These will not be warehouses -- they will be very well-structured detention facilities meeting our regular detention standards," the agency said in its statement. "Every day, DHS is conducting law enforcement activities across the country to keep Americans safe. It should not come as news that ICE will be making arrests in states across the U.S. and is actively working to expand detention space."
In another statement on Monday, an ICE spokesperson suggested that the detention facility would be an economic boon.
Construction and operation of the site is "expected to bring 1,125 jobs to the area and would contribute $120.6 million in GDP," the statement said. "It's also projected to bring in about $28.8 million in tax revenue."
"These economic benefits don't even take into account that removing criminals from the streets makes communities safer for business owners and customers," the agency said.
Tony Pennesi, 45, counts himself among Washington County residents who favor using the warehouse as a detention center.
"I support the rule of law and if you're not from this country and you commit crimes then you don't deserve the opportunity to stay in this country. I honestly don't know what is so radical about this point of view," Pennesi said in a text message. "I support ICE and have no problems with them using an unused warehouse to hold and process illegal criminals to remove them from our streets!"

The Washington County Administration Building is seen last month in Hagerstown. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


The debate over the planned use for the warehouse comes as immigrants and their advocates are preparing for a new surge of ICE enforcement in Maryland, with reports of agency SUVs parked outside various locations, including the warehouse in Williamsport, circulating on social media in recent weeks.
"Marylanders have made clear that we do not want more ICE in our streets, detention facilities in our neighborhoods or fear in our communities," Ama Frimpong, legal director for We Are Casa, an immigrant advocacy organization, said in a statement.
Last month, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore signed emergency legislation that bans local law enforcement agencies from formally facilitating federal immigration arrests. The law forced nine sheriff's offices in the state to immediately sever 287(g) agreements with ICE. The federal government uses the agreements to help ICE agents take into custody people they allege are in the country illegally.
Just before signing the bill, Moore called ICE an "unaccountable agency with seemingly unlimited resources."
Kris Jones, a resident of Williamsport for 40 years, lives less than two miles from the proposed detention center. She remembers dropping off her son at a day care center near the site that has since relocated.
As warehouses across the country are converted into ICE deportation facilities, she is still trying to figure out how her community has come to host one and worries about the political upheaval that could come with it.
"We don't understand why it's coming to our town, why we got picked," Jones said, in between waiting on tables as a server inside a pizza restaurant. "We're such a little po-dunk."
Douglas MacMillan contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Occasional showers through evening; warming into the weekend 
Skies brighten at times tomorrow into the weekend, but shower chances stick around.

Looking through the moon gate Saturday at the Smithsonian Gardens. (Brian Paeth/Flickr) 


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston | 2026-03-04
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Scattered showers are possible through the evening, generally light. They should shift north overnight, as lows dip into the low and mid-40s.
What's next? Another step warmer tomorrow with highs in the upper 50s north to near 70 south. More shots at 70 on Friday and Saturday. Skies brighten, at times, tomorrow into the weekend, but shower chances stick around.
The whole area remains ensconced in severe drought. The latest bout in D.C. began in December, but the region has spent much of the time since late 2024 under drought conditions.




Since the start of this year, Washington is about 0.22 inches above average for precipitation -- February was pretty close to average after an above-average January. Dulles International Airport is similarly above average, or 0.39 inches that direction.
Looking at the water year, which begins Oct. 1, the city is at 10.58 inches, which is nearly 5 inches below average. Although precipitation  has been nearer to normal lately, we still need a good deal of it  to make up what has been missed. Precipitation typically becomes more common  in spring, so it'll take more to stay near normal and to catch up.
And what of our chances ahead?
We do have more rain in the forecast the next few days, at least. Beyond that, the best weather modeling at this range tends to keep the really wet stuff to the west of the region. Around here, precipitation over the next 10 days may stay close to normal or a bit lower than normal. If that's the case, then there won't be much change in our drought for a while.
Friday remains a tough temperature forecast for the D.C. area due to the uncertain exact location of a nearby front separating much cooler air (40s and 50s) to the north and east of the front from much warmer air (60s and 70s) to the south and west of the front.
Pictured below are model forecasts for Friday afternoon, one showing a very cool scenario with DMV temperatures only in the upper 40s to low 50s, while the other gets much of the region to near or above 70.
Typically in these situations, the reality is somewhere in between, but often toward the cooler side, as models tend to underestimate the staying power of the cooler air.
At the moment, we lean toward Friday afternoon highs in the 50s and 60s across the region -- coolest north and east of D.C., warmest south and west. We'll hopefully have a bit more confidence tomorrow.




Forecast in detail
Tonight: Occasional showers continue during the evening before diminishing overnight, although it could remain misty with some fog. Lows settle back into the low and mid- 40s. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow (Thursday): Much of the day may end up mostly dry. Partly sunny skies and light winds from the south should give temperatures a boost. Highs mainly near 60 to near 70, although some areas north and east of the Beltway could stall in the 50s. Shower chances increase again by late afternoon or evening, especially north of D.C. Light winds come from the south. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow night: Scattered showers become more likely through the evening. They may continue to favor areas from around D.C. to the north. Otherwise, partly to mostly cloudy skies with lows in the upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Low-Medium
A look ahead
Friday may start mostly cloudy but should eventually turn partly sunny with an isolated shower possible. With a front nearby, it's a fine line between reaching only the upper 50s to low 60s versus warming to near or above 70. The farther south and west you are in the region, the better your chance of the warm end. Friday night lows fall back to the 50s under partly cloudy skies. Confidence: Medium
Partly sunny and potentially even warmer to start the weekend. Right now, it looks like highs in the 70s Saturday and near 80 can't be ruled out, though there's a chance that a front keeps some northern and eastern areas in the 60s. Sunday highs could be anywhere from the mid-60s to mid-70s. A few showers are possible each day, with the highest chance currently looking like Saturday afternoon into evening, when a thunderstorm is possible, as well. Confidence: Low-Medium
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Afternoon highs approaching or above 50 are a decent improvement, but clouds hang tough while occasional showers keep things damp. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
The famed cherry blossoms in D.C. are likely to take their time this year, following the chilliest winter in more than two decades. As March begins -- after three-straight months that all ended colder than normal -- the trees' buds are only showing the slightest signs of emerging.
Abnormally warm weather in the coming week should jump-start development, with green buds beginning to pop. But cooler-than-expected conditions in mid-March may slow the cherry trees' progression through the five bud stages before peak bloom.
We're predicting a peak bloom date for the Tidal Basin's Yoshino trees between April 3 and 7, which would be the latest since 2018 (April 5). If the trees peak even later, that could surpass 2015 (April 10).
Read the full outlook: It's been so cold that cherry blossom peak may push to latest date in years·
On this date in 1909, a calendar-day record 9.8 inches of snow fell, coinciding with the inauguration of William Howard Taft.
"Washingtonians awoke to blizzard-like conditions," wrote Capital Weather Gang's Kevin Ambrose in his account of the storm. "Heavy snow and high wind whipped the capital. Nearly 10 inches of snow accumulated in D.C. that day."
Taft's swearing-in ceremony was moved indoors because of the storm, but the inaugural parade went on as scheduled.
The day before the storm, heavy rain (1.75 inches, a calendar-day record) had fallen, and the forecast was for improving weather. "Much to everyone's surprise, the rain changed to snow during the evening of March 3 and the snow continued," Ambrose wrote in another article about the storm.
The 9.8 inches of snow, the second-most on record for a March calendar day, melted a few days later, and the high temperature soared to 75 degrees on March 10.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 53
	Average low: 35
	Record high: 82 (1983)
	Record low: 4 (1973)
	Record precipitation: 1.24 inches (1993)
	Record snowfall: 9.8 inches (1909)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Tech
Bettors wagered $54 million on Khamenei's death. Now they're not getting paid.
Kalshi, a prediction market site, has sparked outrage after freezing $54 million in bets on the death of Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, citing a rule against profiting from death.

Iranians protest attacks on Iran by Israel and the United States on Saturday in Tehran. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


By Drew Harwell | 2026-03-04
When he learned Saturday about the killing of Iran's Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Israeli-American business executive in New York was excited to cash in.
On the prediction-market site Kalshi, the executive -- who spoke on the condition of anonymity due to concern over what his friends would think -- had placed two bets, totaling $3,460, that Khamenei would be "out as Supreme Leader" by March or April 1. His Kalshi app placed green check marks next to his bets, indicating he'd won payouts worth more than $63,000.
Minutes later, however, Kalshi froze the $54 million trade for everyone who bet on that scenario, saying the site doesn't allow transactions "directly tied to death." The change triggered an online uproar, as Kalshi users flooded social media to argue the site had unfairly robbed them of winning bets.
"I was booking my trip to Courchevel," the French Alps ski resort, he said jokingly to The Washington Post. "Then they changed the rules ... and everybody got screwed."
The outrage has intensified scrutiny into the explosive rise of prediction markets, which run like traditional sportsbooks but allow people to gamble on elections, international affairs and real-world events.
Supporters of Kalshi and its biggest competitor, Polymarket, have defended the sites as game-like platforms for following and perhaps profiting off the news. But critics like Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Connecticut) have said they are creating a more "dystopian world" by helping people gamble on life-and-death crises and military assaults in a way that could incentivize political violence.
"This is American commercial immorality on steroids," Murphy said in an interview. "Once events that involve good and evil simply become a financial product, I don't know how right and wrong matters any longer. ... People shouldn't be rooting for people to die because they placed a bet."
Kalshi heavily promoted the trade to bettors on its homepage and app and in push notifications before Khamenei's death was publicized. Kalshi also tweeted the morning of the strike that the odds "Khamenei is out as Supreme Leader have surged to 68%," along with a disclaimer that Kalshi didn't broker trades that "settle on death." In a follow-up, the company said the post was "grammatically ambiguous" and offered to reimburse traders' lost value.
Murphy said in an interview he is drafting legislation that would broadly ban prediction-market trades related to government actions, saying they could corrupt public decision-making by allowing military or government officials to profit off secret information.
Polymarket said in August that the president's eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., had joined its advisory board, and a handful of recent bets on the administration's moves have sparked public accusations of insider trading.
The analytics firm Bubblemaps said it found six "suspected insiders" on Polymarket that had made $1.2 million by betting that the U.S. would hit Iran by Feb. 28, the date that Operation Epic Fury began. All of the accounts were made last month and bet exclusively on Iran-strike timing; some of the bets were made within hours of the first explosions in Tehran. One account bet $60,000 and won $560,000.
Murphy said in an online post that the trades indicated "people around Trump are profiting off war and death." Davis Ingle, a White House spokesman, said on Monday that "the only special interest guiding the Trump administration's decision-making is the best interest of the American people."
Polymarket did not respond to questions about whether it knew or would help investigate whether the account holders had internal knowledge of the military campaign. Trump Jr. did not respond to requests for comment.
A similar debate played out in January when an anonymous Polymarket trader won roughly $400,000 after successfully predicting, within a few hours, the timing of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's capture. The Defense Department said then that it prohibited personnel from using classified information for personal gain.
In the case of Khamenei, Kalshi has argued that the trade, known as an "event contract," was not specifically a bet on his demise. The company's chief executive, Tarek Mansour, said on X that long-standing rules ban people "from profiting from death" but that he believed the trade was still "important because leadership changes in Iran have major impact on the world order," including on oil prices and geopolitical relations.
"It's always possible for a ruler to step down or transition power without death, even in autocracies. It just happened in Venezuela," Mansour said.
Furious Kalshi bettors have since flooded social media arguing that the site's rules were muddled and that they believed they'd be paid out upon his death. In one video, the cryptocurrency-content creator Gabriel Haines mocked Kalshi by saying, "We meant a peaceful transition or riding off on a unicorn to kiss [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin] Netanyahu on a cheek."
Some users have vowed to close their Kalshi accounts and take their money elsewhere, with one saying, "You owe me $2,500+ & you owe many innocent, casual traders millions more."
Amanda Fischer, a former chief of staff at the Securities and Exchange Commission who now works as a policy director at the financial advocacy group Better Markets, said the trade offered a "really good mini-model of just how problematic this business is."
"How is an 86-year-old theocratic leader supposed to lose his power other than through death?" Fischer said. "All of the Kalshi users who placed bets on this believed they were voting on a death market, and many are very angry at how Kalshi broke the trades."
Lawmakers have worried that allowing death-related trades could offer fatal incentives; an assassin, for instance, could plan and then profit off the date of a victim's death. "There's a reason we don't let people take fire insurance policies out on [other people's homes] -- because it would incent arson," Fischer said.
The Commodity Futures Trading Commission, which regulates prediction markets, bans any bets that involve or reference terrorism, assassination or war, and six Democratic senators sent a letter last month voicing concern about any bet that "resolves upon or closely correlates to an individual's death."
Dustin Gouker, a gaming-industry consultant and the publisher of Event Horizon, a newsletter about prediction markets, said Kalshi could have a financial incentive to keep the rules vague. It could have specified that the bet would only pay out in the case of a peaceful regime change, but that might have reduced bettors' interest -- and the ensuing fees Kalshi earns from every transaction.
"They could have easily made the title 'by way other than death,' but that's obviously not as exciting to trade, and that's why they didn't do it," Gouker said.
Kalshi has sought to quiet the firestorm by reimbursing any bets, fees or losses from the trade, which Mansour said led the company to incur "a substantial loss to make users whole." A person familiar with Kalshi discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail internal deliberations, said the payments have cost the company roughly $2.2 million.
Mansour said the company didn't change the trade rules after the incident but that a disclaimer on the listing noting the company's "death carveout" exception has been overly confusing and will be revised for future bets. Some bettors have pointed out that, after former president Jimmy Carter died, the company paid users who had bet that Carter would not attend President Donald Trump's inauguration.
For some in the industry, the episode has triggered a moment of self-reflection. Aaron Courtney, the co-founder of market-tracking firm Kalshinomics, said in an online essay that war-related trades are "simultaneously one of the most important and most uncomfortable things prediction markets have produced" and have raised big questions. "Is it morally acceptable to profit from correctly predicting that bombs will fall on people?" he asked.
Polymarket, however, has trumpeted its war-related bets, saying in a note that prediction markets' ability to create forecasts for world affairs is "particularly invaluable in gut-wrenching times like today" and can give people "the answers they needed in ways TV news and X could not."
While Kalshi is regulated in the United States, Polymarket operates under different trade rules overseas, and its users have bet more than $500 million on trades related to the timing of American strikes against Iran, according to platform data. Unlike Kalshi, Polymarket has not frozen trades for bettors wagering that Khamenei would be "out as Supreme Leader" by the end of this month; its trading volume now stands at more than $61 million.
On the first morning of the assault, Polymarket posted a meme image of a man with five screens laying out bets about Khamenei's ouster and the caption, "Can't right now babe, I'm monitoring the situation."
But Polymarket now faces its own questions around potential insider trading. Murphy said in an interview on Monday that he was horrified by the "corrupt and immoral" trades, adding, "It doesn't smell right to people that these markets are rigged and people inside know the answers ... making thousands off whether we send their kids to war."
Emily Austin, a conservative influencer and sports podcaster who has promoted Polymarket online, said she had friends and siblings who were upset about lost winnings on Kalshi's Khamenei bet. Despite the scandal, however, she said her love of prediction-market betting remains as strong as ever. She said she sees the bets as a "social community" and a way to keep in touch with friends.
"I've been a huge sports bettor since I was allowed to legally bet, but I never thought you'd be able to bet on world leaders being out," she said. "And if I'm being totally honest, I find it so fun."
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National
Government argues ICE facility protest was actually left-wing terrorist plot
A first-ever trial against an alleged 'antifa cell' in Texas could be a playbook for cracking down on administration critics.

People hold signs during a trial for nine people connected to a 2025 shooting outside an ICE detention facility on Feb. 24 in Fort Worth. (LM Otero/AP)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2026-03-05
FORT WORTH -- The prosecutor displayed photos on a courtroom television of evidence seized from the garage of defendants on trial for alleged involvement in a radical left-wing conspiracy:
Photocopiers, a bookbinding machine and leaflets called "zines."
Assistant U.S. Attorney Shawn Smith asked the FBI agent on the witness stand to identify the evidence. Special Agent Morris Boatner said he had found the items in a search for "mass production of propaganda."
The defense was quick to object.
"Hasn't it been part of American history to publish written material contrary to the government?" Miles Brissette, an attorney representing one of the accused, asked the FBI agent, citing Thomas Paine's famous Revolutionary-era essay "Common Sense."
"That's not part of our training at the academy," Boatner said.
District Judge Mark Pittman, an appointee of President Donald Trump, interjected his own question for the witness.
"There is a robust history going back to the Founding Fathers of folks printmaking contrary to the government," he said, "and there's nothing illegal about that, right?"
No, Boatner conceded.
The brief exchange in the second week of this closely watched federal case highlighted the challenges the government faces in its first attempt to prosecute an alleged group of antifa protesters as "domestic terrorists" who share an ideology bent on violence. The case stems from what the defendants call a "noise demonstration" last July 4 outside the Prairieland Immigration and Customs Enforcement Detention Center about 30 miles south in Alvarado, Texas, and ended with one of the protesters allegedly shooting and wounding a police officer called to the scene.
The nine defendants, including a middle school teacher, a college student, a mechanical engineer, a UPS worker and two transgender women, were indicted by a grand jury collectively on charges of attempted murder of a police officer and unarmed correctional officers, providing material support to terrorists, rioting, using weapons and explosives, and obstruction. All pleaded not guilty. If convicted on the multiple charges with enhancements, the accused could effectively receive life sentences.
Weeks before the indictments in November, Trump signed an executive order that federal law enforcement should take "investigatory and prosecutorial action" against those who financially support antifa and labeled it a domestic terrorist organization. Even though that designation isn't part of existing U.S. law, the Prairieland case could become a playbook for prosecuting left-wing groups.

Department of Homeland Security officers stand outside the courthouse in Fort Worth on Feb. 24. (LM Otero/AP)


The case has been politically charged from the start, when Pittman called a mistrial during jury selection due to a defense attorney's T-shirt that depicted the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Shirley Chisholm and scenes from the civil rights movement. When the trial resumed, Pittman made the unusual decision to question and seat a new jury himself.
Last week, prosecutors walked jurors through the alleged attack: The group arrived at the facility late that night dressed in black -- also known as "black bloc" to avoid being identified -- and began spray-painting anti-police graffiti, slashing tires, destroying a surveillance camera and setting off fireworks. Officers inside the facility called local police.
When Alvarado Police Lt. Thomas Gross arrived just before 11 p.m. and got out of his car, one of the protesters -- former Marine reservist Benjamin Song, who the prosecutors argued was the group's leader -- allegedly yelled "Get to the rifles!" He then opened fire with his AR-15-style rifle with a modified trigger that increased the rate of fire, according to investigators.
The bullet passed through Gross's shoulder and out the back of his neck, narrowly missing his spine. He testified last week that he believed he had walked into an ambush and pulled his gun.
Most of the accused were arrested near the scene, but Song evaded capture for 11 days and several people not at the demonstration were charged with allegedly aiding him with disguises, transportation and gear.
On Wednesday, Smith attempted to build a case against the rest of the defendants. He argued they were part of an armed antifa conspiracy to attack the officer even though investigators acknowledge at least one, Daniel Rolando Sanchez-Estrada, was not at the ICE detention center. He's accused of trying to hide a box of "anti-government propaganda" days later.
Several AR-style rifles were found at the scene, according to the criminal complaint, some defendants were armed, wearing body armor and carrying two-way radios. Prosecutors said 11 guns were recovered in total, with several found in defendants' cars, disassembled in backpacks or near the detention center entrance. Investigators also recovered magazines from the scene containing ammunition, 12 sets of body armor, fireworks, a flag that said "Resist Fascism, Fight Oligarchy" and fliers that said "Fight ICE terror with class war."
Smith displayed Signal messages exchanged by the accused: Savanna Batten, Zachary Evetts, Autumn Hill, Meagan Morris, Maricela Rueda, and Elizabeth and Ines Soto. The prosecutor argued they planned and did "reconnaissance," scoping out the area in advance.
He showed photos of fireworks found in a cooler at the scene, photos of the accused using rifles at a North Texas shooting range and attending the left-wing Emma Goldman Book Club.
Defense attorneys and even the judge repeatedly reminded jurors: All that was legal. "Us Texans have guns, right?" said Morris's attorney, Warren St. John, while questioning an investigator.
Morris, who is transgender, brought two AR-style rifles, body armor and portable radios to the protest, which were seized from her van, Texas Ranger Tyler Williamson testified. But after the shooting, he said Morris told him she had never left the van and that "there really wasn't a plan."
"She said they bring rifles in case there is violence," Williamson said, noting that at a previous protest someone had been struck by a car.
Morris later summoned investigators to the jail where Williamson said she cried as she told them she felt "disgust and betrayal" that a member of the group "shot someone in cold blood."
"In all this conversation about planning, there's no talk of hurting anyone, is there?" St. John asked an FBI agent who testified about interviewing Morris after the shooting. "If she was upset that a shooting occurred," he added, "to me that would be the complete opposite of planning to harm someone with guns."
Prosecutors have defined antifa as "a militant enterprise made up of networks of individuals and small groups, primarily ascribing to a revolutionary anarchist or autonomous Marxist ideology, which explicitly calls for the overthrow of the United States government, law enforcement authorities and the system of law." Short for "anti-fascists," antifa is a loosely knit movement of far-left activists who militantly oppose fascism and right-wing ideologies and who are often anti-capitalist or anti-state.
Defense lawyers sought to prevent the jury from hearing about their clients' potential connections to antifa, arguing that the term was "highly prejudicial" and that prosecutors were using it to "smear" them. Pittman rejected their requests.
In addition to the nine on trial in Fort Worth, seven other people have pleaded guilty to federal charges of providing material support to terrorists in November and face up to 15 years in prison. As part of their pleas, several became "cooperating witnesses"; the first testified Wednesday.
Lynette Sharp took the stand wearing an orange-and-white striped jail uniform, her hands cuffed. Sharp, 57, of nearby Watauga, testified that she did not attend the ICE detention center protest, but helped shelter and transport Song afterward.
Instead of shoring up prosecutors' case, she complicated it.
As she described meeting them at LGBTQ events and community centers, accompanying them to their homes, monthly Emma Goldman Book Club meetings and Socialist Rifle Association target practice, Sharp painted a picture of the group as a loose-knit social circle rather than an organized antifa cell.
They were legally armed, exchanged messages on encrypted Signal chats using nicknames, but had no clear leader, she said. Smith, the prosecutor, pressed: Did they oppose ICE? Yes, Sharp said vaguely. Did they believe the president was a Nazi, a fascist?
"It was a topic of conversation," she said. "But I can't say everyone joined in that conversation."
Patrick McLain, an attorney representing Evetts, said prosecutors have struggled to prove the conspiracy.
"They really have to establish this terrorist organization," said McLain, who served for years as a federal prosecutor and military judge, noting, "They can't say much more than the chat that was seized from Morris's phone. That they were talking and planned to go to the detention center to do a noise demonstration."
"The government is trying to label them antifa, but what you really had was people passionate about political events," said Chris Tolbert, an attorney representing Batten. Tolbert said it's not clear if the other defendants will take the stand, but his client won't.
"The real danger in this case is that when we go to a protest, like these protesters were gathered for a cause, we don't know everyone there and we're not responsible for what they do," Tolbert said. "And that shouldn't present a fear for me to participate and exercise my First Amendment rights."
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Army reservists killed in Kuwait remembered as loving parents, dedicated students
The soldiers were assigned to the 103rd Sustainment Command based out of Iowa and were among the six troops killed in a drone attack at Port Shuaiba, Kuwait.

From left, Capt. Cody A. Khork, 35; Sgt. 1st Class Nicole M. Amor, 39; Sgt. 1st Class Noah L. Tietjens, 42; and Sgt. Declan J. Coady, 20; and Maj. Jeffrey O'Brien, 45. (U.S. Army Reserve) (Brent Newton/AFP/Getty Images)


By Annie Gowen, Praveena Somasundaram | 2026-03-05
As the conflict with Iran continued to intensify throughout the Middle East, the Pentagon confirmed the names of five service members killed in Kuwait on Sunday in a wave of early retaliatory attacks following U.S.-Israeli missile strikes. The Defense Department also said it believes it knows the identity of a sixth victim, but is waiting for a medical examiner to complete a review.
The Army reservists were assigned to the 103rd Sustainment Command based out of Des Moines. They were killed in a drone attack at Port Shuaiba, Kuwait, according to a Defense Department news release.
The five soldiers confirmed to have been killed were:
	Sgt. Declan J. Coady, 20, of West Des Moines, Iowa.
	Sgt. 1st Class Noah L. Tietjens, 42, of Bellevue, Nebraska
	Capt. Cody A. Khork, 35, of Winter Haven, Florida
	Sgt. 1st Class Nicole M. Amor, 39, of White Bear Lake, Minnesota
	Maj. Jeffrey R. O'Brien, 45, of Indianola, Iowa

The Pentagon also said it believes Chief Warrant Officer 3 Robert M. Marzan, 54, of Sacramento, also was killed in the attack. A medical examiner was working to identify the sixth set of remains, officials said. Marzan was also assigned to the 103rd Sustainment Command.
Lt. Gen. Robert Harter, the chief of Army Reserve, said the soldiers served "fearlessly and selflessly in defense of our nation."
"Their sacrifice, and the sacrifices of their families, will never be forgotten," Harter said.
They were serving at a command center that had little overhead protection when a drone hit it Sunday, killing six and seriously wounding several others, officials familiar with the incident said.
The post, essentially a trailer, did not have any hardened protection above it to deflect or minimize explosive force, officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details. It was protected by concrete barriers, which can blunt explosions from mortar shells, car bombs and other weapons. The barriers do not shield personnel from drones or missiles, though -- the main threats to U.S. bases in the Middle East.
Coady's family told the Des Moines Register that they were notified of his death around 8 p.m. Sunday. His father, Andrew Coady, told the paper he last spoke to his son on Saturday and "he was telling us that he was safe."
Coady enlisted in the Army Reserve in 2023 as an information technology specialist, officials said. He was posthumously promoted from specialist.
On his LinkedIn page, Coady wrote that he had recently joined the Army Reserve.
"I have been able to pick up many new skills both in the technical side of things and people side of things," he wrote. With his new training, he said, "I have also been able to meet new people from different walks of life and have learned even more how to interact with countless different kinds of people from all different backgrounds."
Andrew Coady told the Register that his son was considering active-duty service following his deployment.
"That's how much he loved it," Coady's father told the paper, adding: "He was not afraid of doing anything. He would always step up and help people. Declan was very good at what he did in the Army."
Tietjens's mother Glenda, of Ord, Nebraska, had announced her son's death in a Facebook post on Monday. She had earlier posted, "Can't sleep, eyes hurts, heart hurts and is broken ..."
Tietjens was from a military family -- growing up as a "military brat" as his father, Bill, moved between postings, said a family member, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of respect for Tietjens's parents. Noah's twin brother, Nicholas, and brother Will also served in the Army, the family member said.
Tietjens enlisted in the Army Reserve in 2006 as a wheeled-vehicle mechanic, according to his career biography. He deployed to Kuwait twice before -- once in 2009 and again in 2019.
Tietjens and his wife, Michelle, had a young child and lived in the Omaha suburbs, records show. A spokesman for Michelle referred questions to Tietjens's unit, which did not immediately return calls for comment.
Khork enlisted in the National Guard in 2009 before he was commissioned as a military police officer in the Army Reserve in 2014. He previously served in Saudi Arabia, Cuba and Poland.
On social media, Khork was remembered as a loyal friend and kind community leader. Trae Miller wrote that Khork was always willing to help younger cadets in the Reserve Officers' Training Corps.
"Even though I didn't see him day to day, he was someone you remembered," Miller posted on Facebook. "The way he carried himself, the way he treated people, it mattered. Those small moments stick with you longer than you realize."
Sen. Rick Scott (R-Florida) posted on X that he extended "the endless gratitude of our state and nation for which [Khork] made the ultimate sacrifice to protect."
Amor enlisted in the National Guard in 2005 before transferring to the Army Reserve in 2006. An automated logistics specialist, Amor previously deployed to Kuwait and Iraq.
She was days away from returning home to her husband and two children when she was killed, the Associated Press reported.
"You don't go to Kuwait thinking something's going to happen, and for her to be one of the first -- it hurts," her husband, Joey Amor, told the AP. The couple has a teenage son and a fourth-grade daughter, according to the wire service.
"If you needed anything she would just take care of it for you," Joey Amor said of his wife, according to the AP. "She's helped a lot of people through a lot of dark times, and brought a lot of light to this world."
O'Brien commissioned in the Army Reserve in 2012 as a signal corps officer. He previously deployed to Kuwait in 2019.
Several Iowa officials paid tribute to O'Brien and Coady, who were both from the state. Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) said in a statement Wednesday that O'Brien and Coady "gave the ultimate sacrifice to secure freedom and peace."
"We ask all Iowans to stand united in support of our fallen soldiers and those who loved them," Reynolds said in the statement.
The Army withheld additional details about Marzan until the medical examiner's review is complete, defense officials said.
The drone attack that killed the soldiers remains under investigation, according to the Defense Department.
There are approximately 50,000 U.S. forces in the region, and President Donald Trump has cautioned that the death toll for American troops could rise as the U.S. and Israeli bombardments continue in coming days. Operations could take weeks, or even longer, Trump said.
At a news conference at the Pentagon on Monday, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth would not rule out that ground forces ultimately could be sent into Iran to complete the administration's goals.
In its initial statement, U.S. Central Command referred to the fallen troops as "killed in action" -- which is familiar ground for the United States, which engaged in costly military action in the Middle East for decades after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
In announcing what the Trump administration has called "Operation Epic Fury" overnight Saturday, Trump acknowledged troops' lives could be at risk, saying, "That often happens in war."
In a video statement released by the White House on Sunday, the president praised the troops who "made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation" and said that "sadly, there will likely be more before it ends."
Alex Horton, Dan Lamothe, Tara Copp, Razzan Nakhlawi and Sammy Westfall contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Lou Holtz, Hall of Fame coach who won a title at Notre Dame, dies at 89
Known for his clever quips and controversial political comments, he led the Fighting Irish to a national championship in 1989.

Mr. Holtz at practice in December 1991, days before Notre Dame's appearance in the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans. (Stephen Savoia/AP)


By Matt Schudel | 2026-03-05
Lou Holtz, a Hall of Fame college football coach who led Notre Dame to a national title and was known for his humor on the sidelines and as a television analyst, has died at 89.
His death, in Orlando, was announced Wednesday in a family statement shared by Notre Dame. It did not say when or how he died.
As the head coach at six colleges, Mr. Holtz had a knack for transforming struggling teams into winners, including Notre Dame. Rebuilding the pride of the Fighting Irish, he guided the team to a perfect 12-0 record and the 1988 national championship.
Mr. Holtz was considered a master of motivation, enforcing strict rules and putting his players through early-morning drills that often forged a strong team spirit. He used humor and sleight-of-hand tricks to lighten the mood and was considered one of football's master storytellers and jokesters.
When he became head coach at the University of Minnesota in 1984, he appealed to state pride by saying, "The body and soul of this team will come from Minnesota," before adding, "but for arms and legs we will have to go elsewhere."
Mr. Holtz's outspoken political comments sometimes led to public reproach. His endorsement of archconservative Sen. Jesse Helms (R-North Carolina) may have cost him his coaching job at Arkansas, and his campaign speeches on behalf of President Donald Trump in 2016 and 2020 led to a backlash, including from some of his former players.
At Notre Dame, a Catholic university in South Bend, Indiana, with perhaps the most storied name in college football, Mr. Holtz became a revered figure during his 11-year tenure from 1986 through 1996. He had exactly 100 victories, third in school history after Knute Rockne, who coached from 1918 to 1930, and Brian Kelly. Mr. Holtz was sometimes dubbed "the Quipper," in ironic homage to George Gipp, a Rockne-era star nicknamed "the Gipper."
Much of Mr. Holtz's humor was directed at himself. He was hardly the classic image of a burly football coach, once describing himself to Sports Illustrated as "a guy 5-10, 152 pounds, who wears glasses, talks with a lisp and has a physique that looks like I've had beriberi and scurvy."
Yet again and again, from his first head coaching job at William & Mary to North Carolina State, Arkansas, Minnesota, Notre Dame and finally South Carolina, he had a way of instilling confidence and competence in his players. He was the only coach in history to lead six schools to bowl games.
After three years at William & Mary, starting in 1969, Mr. Holtz gained national attention at North Carolina State, turning around a losing team from 1972 to 1975. During his sole foray into professional football, he coached the New York Jets in 1976, only to quit before the final game of a 3-11 season.
"God did not put Lou Holtz on this earth to coach pro football," he said as he returned to the college ranks at the University of Arkansas. In his first season, he took a Razorback team that had been 5-5-1 the previous year to a 10-1 record and a trip to the Orange Bowl.
When fans threw oranges on the field to celebrate the bowl-game appearance, Mr. Holtz joked, "Thank God we didn't get invited to the Gator Bowl."
Leading up to the Orange Bowl, Mr. Holtz suspended three players -- who accounted for three-quarters of the team's touchdowns -- for an alleged sexual assault involving a female student. The Washington Post reported at the time that Mr. Holtz agreed to suspend the players, all of whom were Black, if the White female student did not file criminal charges.
The players filed and then dropped a federal lawsuit to be reinstated to the team, and other Black players on the team threatened a boycott. But Mr. Holtz held firm, saying his rules applied to everyone on the team, Black or White.

Mr. Holtz is carried off by his players after leading Arkansas to victory over Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl in 1978. (Phil Sandlin/AP)


Using substitute players in the Orange Bowl, Mr. Holtz led his underdog team to an upset win over heavily favored Oklahoma, 31-6. Arkansas finished the season with an 11-1 record and a No. 3 ranking.
In 1983, his seventh year at Arkansas, Mr. Holtz's team had a middling 6-5 record, leading some to question whether he was spending too much time on the banquet circuit and TV talk shows. His endorsement of Helms, for whom he had campaigned since the 1970s, drew attention when Helms led the opposition to a national holiday honoring the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
The association with Helms was seen as a liability for a coach who needed to recruit Black players, and Mr. Holtz resigned under pressure in December 1983.
Following one of his mottoes -- "Just remember, happiness is having a poor memory about what happened yesterday" -- Mr. Holtz then moved on to Minnesota. He planned to stay indefinitely, but he presciently asked for a clause in his contract that would allow him to leave if he should be offered the top job at Notre Dame.
Two years later, Notre Dame came calling. The football team had floundered for several years, yet for Mr. Holtz it was the fulfillment of a lifelong dream. As a child attending Catholic school in Ohio, he heard the Notre Dame fight song every day.
As football coach, he stepped into a tradition that had been shaped by such gridiron coaching icons as Rockne, Frank Leahy and Ara Parseghian. When Mr. Holtz met his players for the first time and saw them slouching and looking bored, he introduced himself by saying, "Get your feet off the chairs and sit up straight!"
During the winter, he required his players to appear for punishing early-morning agility drills that left many so exhausted that they vomited.
"Getting up at 5 a.m., walking across campus in a blizzard and then throwing up together -- that's what brings a team together," linebacker Ned Bolcar told Sports Illustrated in 1987. "That's when you look to your teammates for comfort first and not to your friends back home."
After the graduation of 1987 Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown, Mr. Holtz had few marquee players, but his demanding team-first approach paid off in 1988.
With a gritty defense and option-running quarterback Tony Rice, the Fighting Irish defeated the country's top team, the University of Miami, on Oct. 15. In the season's final game, Notre Dame traveled to Los Angeles to face Southern California. Both teams were undefeated.
The night before the game, Notre Dame's star running back and top receiver were 40 minutes late for a team dinner. Mr. Holtz sent them back to South Bend and played the game without them. With Rice running for a 65-yard touchdown, and the defense capitalizing on turnovers, Notre Dame triumphed, 27-10.

Mr. Holtz led Notre Dame to an undefeated season and national title, capped by a victory over West Virginia in the Fiesta Bowl in 1989. (Rob Schumacher/AP)


In the postseason Fiesta Bowl, the Irish vanquished unbeaten West Virginia, 34-21, to finish a 12-0 season and claim the national title. The next year, they were almost as good, winning their first 11 games. (The 23-game winning streak in 1988-89 remains the best in school history.)
After a late-season loss to Miami, the Irish won the Orange Bowl and were ranked No. 2 in the country. Mr. Holtz became a celebrity, appeared on "The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson," and was considered, in the words of Sports Illustrated journalist Austin Murphy, "possibly the most charismatic coach of his generation."
But even before Mr. Holtz left Notre Dame after the 1996 season, questions were being raised about his methods. After he left Minnesota, the school's football program was put on probation by the NCAA for illegal payments to players during his tenure. Mr. Holtz received minor sanctions that did not prevent him from coaching. At Notre Dame, his players were involved in brawls with opposing teams.
In a 1993 book, "Under the Tarnished Dome," reporters Douglas S. Looney and Don Yaeger charged that Mr. Holtz tolerated poor academic achievement and steroid use at Notre Dame and was emotionally abusive toward his players.
After several years in broadcasting, Mr. Holtz returned to coaching in 1999 at the University of South Carolina. He had some initial success, but with a more relaxed emphasis on discipline, star players escaped punishment for breaking team rules. In the months after Mr. Holtz's retirement in 2004, several of his former players were arrested for theft and burglary, and another was dismissed from the team for failing drug tests.
By the time the next season started, Mr. Holtz had left South Carolina, but the football program he had led was facing three years of NCAA probation for various infractions, including a "lack of institutional control." Mr. Holtz retired after 33 years of college coaching with a record of a 249-132-7. He then spent 11 as a television analyst for ESPN and later was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

Mr. Holtz carries away the national championship trophy following a news conference in Tempe, Arizona, in 1989. (Rob Schumacher/AP)


Louis Leo Holtz was born Jan. 6, 1937, in Follansbee, West Virginia, and lived in near-poverty during his childhood. His mother became a nurse, and his father was a bus driver.
The family moved to nearby East Liverpool, Ohio, which Mr. Holtz described as "on the river, except every spring when it's in the river."
Poor and undersized, Mr. Holtz said he learned to compensate with humor and tenacity. As a 103-pound blocking back and guard in high school, he realized his greatest contribution to football would not be as a player, but as a coach. At Ohio's Kent State University, from which he graduated in 1959, he was a benchwarmer. Asked if he dreamed of winning the Heisman Trophy, he quipped, "I would have been the first third-string linebacker ever to win it."
He received a master's degree in education in 1961 from the University of Iowa, where he began a decade-long coaching apprenticeship at several schools, including Ohio State under Hall of Fame coach Woody Hayes.
After retiring from coaching, Mr. Holtz lived in Orlando. He published several best-selling books, including a 2006 memoir.
His wife of 58 years, Beth Barcus Holtz, died in 2020. Survivors include four children, Luanne Altenbaumer, Skip and Kevin Holtz, and Elizabeth Holtz Messaglia; nine grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

Mr. Holtz was presented with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor, at a White House ceremony in December 2020. (Evan Vucci/AP)


In 2016, while campaigning for Trump in the presidential election, Mr. Holtz condemned what he called an "invasion" of immigrants but said some of his comments were taken out of context.
Four years later, during a speech at the Republican National Convention, Mr. Holtz denounced "politicians, professors, protesters and, of course, President Trump's naysayers in the media" and called Democratic nominee Joe Biden a Catholic "in name only" for his support of abortion rights.
The Rev. John Jenkins, Notre Dame's president, rebuked Mr. Holtz for invoking the university's name in a political endorsement and for impugning Biden's faith. Some Notre Dame students, alumni and players, many of them African American, denounced Mr. Holtz for being insensitive to the Black Lives Matter movement.
"We feel as though the hero we loved and adored, that we would run through a brick wall for, died in front of our eyes," former player Bobby Brown told the Chicago Tribune.
There were calls for a statue of Mr. Holtz outside the football stadium to be removed. The statue remained. And that December, Mr. Holtz visited the White House, where Trump presented him with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor.
Mr. Holtz, he said, was "one of the greatest coaches in American history."
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DHS's use of secretive legal weapon draws congressional scrutiny
After a Washington Post investigation, congressional Democrats are asking tech giants how they handle administrative subpoenas targeting DHS's critics.

Rep. Robin Kelly (D-Illinois) was a co-author of a letter she and 27 other members of Congress signed that asked technology companies about Homeland Security inquiries involving Americans who criticized the agency. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By John Woodrow Cox, Hannah Natanson | 2026-03-04
Congressional Democrats launched an inquiry Monday into how tech giants handle demands from the  Department of Homeland Security for personal information on Americans who criticize the agency.
The probe comes after The Washington Post investigated Homeland Security's use of administrative subpoenas, a powerful but little-known legal instrument that federal agencies can issue without an order from a judge or grand jury.
In the fall, a 67-year-old retiree named Jon emailed Homeland Security prosecutor Joseph Dernbach to urge mercy for an Afghan seeking asylum. Five hours and one minute later, Jon received a notice from Google that the agency had requested information from his account. The next month, a pair of Homeland Security investigators showed up to his suburban Philadelphia home to interview him about the email.
The U.S. government had been accused under previous administrations of overstepping laws and guidelines that restrict the subpoenas' use, but privacy and civil rights groups say that, under President Donald Trump, Homeland Security has weaponized the tool to strangle free speech.
In a letter to the tech companies, 28 members of Congress cited Jon's case as well as others highlighted in The Post's story, alleging that the incidents "demonstrate that DHS has used this authority to identify, surveil, and intimidate individuals based on speech and political expression protected by the First Amendment."
"Even the mere notification that individuals receive that the federal government subpoenaed their data chills future speech," read the letter, co-written by Reps. Robin Kelly (D-Illinois) and Pramila Jayapal (D-Washington). "These practices undermine public trust in both law enforcement and the private companies entrusted with Americans' personal data."
The letter -- addressed to executives at Google, Meta, Apple, Snap, Microsoft, X, TikTok, AT&T, T-Mobile and Verizon -- asked the companies to describe how they handle administrative subpoenas from Homeland Security, whether they had challenged the requests, either internally or in court, and if they had identified patterns that raise "civil liberties concerns" since Trump's second term began a year ago.
Most of the tech companies contacted by Congress did not immediately respond to requests by The Post for comment Monday. 
A spokesperson for Snap declined to comment. Microsoft also declined to comment. Meta spokesperson Francis Brennan pointed to the company's online FAQ about how it fields government data requests, which states that Meta notifies users of such requests, maintains a dedicated team to review each one and challenges any request it deems "not consistent with applicable law or our policies."
On Wednesday, DHS Assistant Secretary Lauren Bis said, "This partisan investigation is just the latest effort by Democrats to derail President Trump and undermine the clear will of the American people. The Department of Homeland Security conducts all operations in strict accordance with the U.S. Constitution, the Fourth Amendment, and federal law. The rule of law will always remain our highest priority."
Kelly, who has sought to impeach Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, was indignant when she read about Jon's saga.
"That's what people fought and died for -- for us to have the right to express ourselves," she told The Post. "You're coming to his door for that? That is ridiculous. ... Very scary to think that's happening and that he's not the only one that's happened to. ... You can't go to a rally? You can't write a letter? Like, where does it end?"
Jon, who spoke to The Post on the condition that his last name be withheld out of fear for his family's safety, panicked when he received the message from Google in late October. The company didn't say what information the government officials wanted but did tell him that to keep them from getting it, he would have to file a motion in federal court and submit it to Google within seven days.
He initially assumed the subpoena had been approved by a judge or grand jury, because he didn't know any other kind of subpoena existed. Google had notified him from a "noreply" address and directed him to request a copy from Homeland Security but offered no guidance on how to do that.
Only weeks later did Google provide him with a redacted version of the subpoena and reveal that it still hadn't given Homeland Security the information it requested, despite the passed deadline.
"Our processes for handling law enforcement subpoenas are designed to protect users' privacy while meeting our legal obligations," a spokesperson told The Post last month. "We review all legal demands for legal validity, and we push back against those that are overbroad or improper, as we did in this instance."
Homeland Security withdrew the subpoena in early February after the American Civil Liberties Union filed a motion to quash in federal court. The ACLU also endorsed the letter sent to tech companies Monday, editing the document and offering support, according to Jessica Lee, a spokesperson for Kelly's office.
Homeland Security is not required to share how many administrative subpoenas it issues each year, but tech experts and former agency staff estimate it's well into the thousands, if not tens of thousands. Because the legal demands are not subject to independent review, they can take just minutes to write up and, former staff say, officials throughout the agency, even in mid-level roles, have been given the authority to approve them.
In recent months, Homeland Security has issued administrative subpoenas to try to unmask Instagram users who posted about ICE raids in Los Angeles and to identify the people behind an Instagram and Facebook account that tracked ICE raids in Pennsylvania. The agency abandoned both cases after the ACLU intervened.
Like other large tech firms, Google regularly publishes "transparency reports" that show how many government demands for user data it receives, but the companies don't differentiate between judicial and administrative subpoenas, despite their fundamental differences.
Both Google and Meta received a record number of subpoenas in the U.S. during the first half of last year, as Trump began his second term in office, according to the companies' most recent reports. Google, which has shared subpoena data since 2012, was sent 28,622, a 15 percent increase over the previous six months.
Google, Meta, Microsoft, Apple and Snap say they alert their users to administrative subpoenas unless they're barred from doing so or in extenuating circumstances. T-Mobile and TikTok, in contrast, say they notify users when required to by law. Verizon and AT&T wouldn't tell The Post whether they provide any notice, and X did not reply to questions.
In their letter Monday, lawmakers asked the tech companies to detail exactly how many subpoenas each has received from Homeland Security since Trump's inauguration. They also asked how many times each company notified their customers of the subpoenas, as well as how many times Homeland Security attempted to "delay or prevent notice."
The legislators requested "a complete response" by March 26, "given the seriousness of these issues and Congress's oversight responsibilities," according to the letter.
"I am pleased to see that the role of the big tech companies in the secretive process involving administrative subpoenas is finally in the spotlight," Jon told The Post after learning of the letter. "They have responsibilities as corporate citizens to protect the interests of their users. ... They need to be held accountable."
Still, Jon said, Homeland Security's alleged abuses demand the most urgent attention.
Congress can reexamine the agency's authority to issue administrative subpoenas, but Kelly suspects that any review would only come after a shift in political power. No Republicans signed her letter.
Jon, who became a U.S. citizen after moving to Pennsylvania from England in the 1980s, worries the country could change in lasting ways if the federal government continues to target critics without consequences.
The experience has fundamentally shifted his own outlook. He's less trusting, more paranoid. On a recent trip abroad, his luggage was delayed after the Transportation Security Administration set it aside for inspection, and he couldn't help but question if it was related. He wondered the same after sudden problems with his phone that, he now acknowledges, were probably benign. He recently upgraded to a Real ID and plans to get a passport card he can carry with him all the time, just in case he needs to prove one day that he's a real American.
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Middle East
Live updates: Israel urges evacuation of south Beirut suburbs; Iran threatens revenge on U.S. over warship
Neighboring countries including Azerbaijan and Saudi Arabia reported fresh attacks, and Qatar said it was evacuating residents near the U.S. Embassy in Doha.

(Atta Kenare/AFP/Getty Images)


By Leo Sands, Abbie Cheeseman, Susannah George, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Suzan Haidamous, Evan Halper, Anthony Faiola, Karen DeYoung, Mustafa Salim, Ellen Nakashima, Warren Strobel, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Natalia Abbakumova, Lior Soroka, Mary Ilyushina, Catherine Belton, Imogen Piper, Jarrett Ley, Meg Kelly, Theodoric Meyer, Dan Lamothe | 2026-03-05
Israeli forces warned residents in Beirut's southern suburbs to evacuate immediately, as Hezbollah and Israel escalated attacks against each other. The message, which urged residents to "save your lives," covered the dense neighborhood of Dahiyeh, where Hezbollah holds sway. As the assault entered a sixth day and the wider region grappled with conflicts emerging on multiple fronts, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said the United States would "bitterly regret" its strike on an Iranian frigate in the Indian Ocean. Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates reported fresh attacks, as Iran said it launched retaliatory strikes throughout the region, including against Kurdish forces in Iraq. Iran denied firing a missile toward Turkey, a day after Turkey said NATO air defenses shot down an Iranian ballistic missile heading toward its airspace. Targeting Turkey, a NATO member, would mark a major escalation in the conflict.
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Middle East
Pentagon identifies 5th U.S. soldier killed in drone attack
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said U.S. and Israeli forces will obtain "complete control of Iranian skies" within days, and will soon begin a second massive air assault.

(Majid Asgaripour/via REUTERS)


By Leo Sands, Abbie Cheeseman, Lior Soroka, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Susannah George, Alec Dent, Imogen Piper, Jarrett Ley, Meg Kelly, Theodoric Meyer, Dan Lamothe, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Suzan Haidamous, Michael Birnbaum, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Natalie Allison, Steve Hendrix, Adam Taylor, Greg Miller, Tara  Copp, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Ian Duncan, Noah Robertson, Warren Strobel, Ellen Nakashima, Alex Horton, Burhan Yuksekkas, Victoria Craw, Ellen Francis, Siham Shamalkh, Anthony Faiola, John Hudson, Evan Hill, Sammy Westfall, Annie Gowen | 2026-03-05
This live coverage has ended. For the latest updates, go here.
The Pentagon on Wednesday released the identity of a fifth U.S. soldier killed Sunday in an Iranian drone attack in Kuwait and was working to identify a sixth. Maj. Jeffrey R. O'Brien, 45, of Indianola, Iowa, was killed in the attack, officials said. Capt. Cody Khork, 35, Sgt. 1st Class Nicole Amor, 39, Sgt. 1st Class Noah Tietjens, 42, and Sgt. Declan Coady, 20, were named Tuesday.
NATO air defenses shot down an Iranian ballistic missile heading toward Turkish airspace, Turkey's Defense Ministry said Wednesday. It was unclear whether the missile was targeting Turkey, a NATO member state bordering Iran. If Turkey was targeted, that would mark a major escalation in a war that has spread across the Middle East and to the Indian Ocean, where a U.S. submarine sank an Iranian warship, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said in a news briefing. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz threatened "elimination" to anyone selected as Iran's next supreme leader, as Tehran moved closer to appointing a successor to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei·, who was killed Saturday in U.S. and Israeli strikes.
In Washington, the Senate voted against a war powers resolution· that would have blocked President Donald Trump from ordering further strikes on Iran -- the first test of Congress's support for a campaign that Trump launched without its consent. The resolution faced long odds: While Democrats, alongside Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky), have urged their Republican colleagues to back the measure, GOP senators  remained supportive of the president's actions in Iran.
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National Security
Trump calls on Kurds to aid U.S. effort in Iran, offers support
In calls to Kurdish minority leaders in Iran and neighboring Iraq, President Donald Trump offered U.S. support to insurgent efforts against Tehran.

A plume of smoke rises near Erbil International Airport in the semi-autonomous Kurdish region of Iraq on Sunday. (Shvan Harki/AFP/Getty Images)


By Karen DeYoung, Mustafa Salim, Ellen Nakashima, Warren Strobel | 2026-03-05
The Trump administration, bracing for more U.S. casualties and considering whether to put troops on the ground in Iran, has begun reaching out to Tehran's domestic opposition as potential allies to foment an uprising against the regime.
In calls this week to Kurdish minority leaders in Iran and neighboring Iraq, President Donald Trump offered "extensive U.S. aircover" and other backing for anti-regime Iranian Kurds to take over portions of western Iran, according to multiple people familiar with the effort.
"The American request to the Iraqi Kurds is to open the way and not obstruct" Iranian Kurdish groups mobilizing in Iraq, "while also providing logistical support," said a senior official of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, one of two major political parties that govern Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdish region.
"Trump was clear in his call" Sunday to PUK leader Bafel Talabani. "He told us the Kurds must choose a side in this battle -- either with America and Israel or with Iran," said the official, one of several Kurdish and U.S. officials who discussed sensitive matters on the condition of anonymity.
A senior official of the Kurdish Democratic Party, the other major Iraqi party whose leader, Masoud Barzani, was also called by Trump, confirmed that account, but said that "it's not about who has more active armed militias" ready to move into Iran, "it's about who has more support from inside."
Trump also spoke Tuesday with Mustafa Hijri, head of the oldest Iranian Kurdish opposition party, the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI), whose organization declined requests for comment. PDKI is part of a coalition of six anti-regime Iranian Kurdish parties that last week announced its formation in a declaration from Iraqi Kurdistan. In a statement Wednesday, the party urged "all [Iranian] soldiers and personnel ... especially in Kurdistan" to abandon their bases and withdraw their support from "the regime's armed and repressive forces."
The Iraqi Kurds, who have long provided refuge for their Iranian brethren on the condition they do not plot against Tehran, risk destroying a tenuous peace they have maintained with the Iranian regime if the U.S. and Israeli war efforts do not succeed.
Far more organized and powerful than the Kurds in Iran, they now have control over their own region and its economy despite long-standing internal conflicts and difficulties with the Shiite-dominated Iraqi government in Baghdad.
Like their Iraqi brethren, the Iranian Kurds have in the past focused on regional autonomy rather than secession or regime change.
Representatives of several parties in the Iranian Kurdish coalition denied rapidly spreading rumors late Wednesday that they had begun an invasion from Iraq. Those reports sparked what Iranian state media said was a "preemptive" strike that had destroyed targets in Iraq's Kurdish region. On Thursday, Peshawa Hawramani, spokesman for Iraq's Kurdish Regional Government, said the KRG "are not part of any campaign to expand the war and tensions in the region."
Trump has publicly called for anti-regime Iranians to rise up and take over their government, but has also suggested the possibility that cooperative elements of the existing regime could stay in place once its leadership is wiped out, a resolution similar to that the U.S. imposed on Venezuela after capturing its leader, Nicolas Maduro.
Asked about reports that the CIA would provide weapons to Iranian Kurdish groups, White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt told reporters Wednesday that Trump "did speak to Kurdish leaders with respect to our base that we have in northern Iraq. But ... any report suggesting that the president has agreed to any such plan is false and should not be written."
The CIA declined to comment. The White House did not respond to questions about contacts with other Iranian opposition groups, including the Baluchi minority or the exiled group Mojahedin-e-Khalq (MEK).

A member of the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI) stands at a checkpoint leading to their base in Koya district of Erbil, Iraq, on Feb. 27. (Rashid Yahya/AP)


A U.S. official cautioned that the extent of Kurdish cooperation with the U.S. remains to be seen, given Washington's long history of enlisting their aid in various conflicts and then abandoning them.
"Could there be some opportunities to work together and our interests to be aligned, and do some things? Absolutely," the U.S. official said. But the Kurds on both sides of the Iraq-Iran border are likely to wait to see "which way the wind is blowing" in the ongoing war, he said, adding that U.S. cooperation with them is "not totally cut and dry."
The Kurds, in Iran numbering about 10 million across five western provinces, are also among the largest minorities in Iraq, Syria and parts of Turkey. In each of those countries, they have fought politically and sometimes physically -- often with U.S. support when it coincided with American objectives -- against systematic marginalization and for the right to self-determination.
But they have just as often felt abandoned by Washington. Most recently, the U.S. lifted its support from the Syrian Democratic Forces, a Kurdish group that had been America's long-standing partner in countering the Islamic State in Syria as the Trump administration moved to partner instead with the new regime in Damascus.
Despite now joining political forces in coalition, the main Iranian Kurdish opposition groups have often been at odds among themselves -- and with other opponents of the ruling regime in Tehran -- raising questions about whether they would cooperate in forming a new government.
Only one in the alphabet soup of Iranian Kurdish groups -- the PJAK, the Kurdistan Free Life Party -- is believed to be significantly armed, largely through a relationship with the militant Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) based in Kurdish-majority regions of southeastern Turkey and northern Syria and Iraq.
"The challenge here is that the Iranian Kurdish fighters are limited in number and unlikely to receive broader support in non-Kurdish areas" of Iran, said Victoria Taylor, director at the Atlantic Council's Middle East program and a former deputy assistant secretary of state for Iraq and Iran. "It seems like a recipe for ethnic discord."
"The Iranian Kurds face a sort of entrapment," said Gareth Stansfield, a professor of Middle East politics at the University of Exeter in Britain. "Just intimating that the Iranian Kurdish parties have received American support and are thinking about being the foot soldiers in Iran brings the attention of the IRGC [Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps] onto western Kurdistan ... and sets them up to be a massive target of the regime."
A U.S. decision to arm the Iranian Kurdish groups may not sit well with Turkey. After four decades of conflict with the Turkish government, the outlawed PKK agreed last year to disarm and is in the midst of a peace process with Ankara.
During the first five days of the conflict, it is Israel that has done most to prepare the ground inside Iran for a Kurdish uprising. In addition to killing leadership targets in Tehran, Israeli airstrikes have extensively targeted regime police and IRGC facilities in the western part of the country, while U.S. strikes have concentrated on missile launchers, airfields, warships and other targets primarily in the south.
The Israelis have been "very systematically bombing military positions in Iranian Kurdistan ... where they have done enormous damage to Iranian military capability," said Henry Barkey, a Kurdish expert at the Council on Foreign Relations, who added that "this is clearly a very deliberate strategy" on the part of Israel.
"It's also true that in the latest demonstrations" when anti-regime protests broke out across Iran in January, "the regime was very, very brutal in Kurdish areas," Barkey said. "There is also that part of it -- people really wanting to take revenge."

An Iranian Kurdish member of the PDKI inspects damage sustained following an Iranian cross-border attack in the autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq on Tuesday. (Safin Hamid/AFP/Getty Images)


In its Wednesday statement, the PJAK urged Kurds inside Iran to "be ready to face the consequences of the war and the policies of the Islamic Republic" and to "stay away from the regime's military and security centers."
For their part, Iraqi Kurds who have had their own up-and-down relationship with Washington, may question "the strength of U.S. support" for their Iranian brethren and be reluctant to provide support to an offensive that would risk Iranian retaliation, Taylor said.
Iraqi Kurdish leaders last year signed an agreement with Tehran promising to safeguard their part of the Iran-Iraq border against outside incursions. In a statement issued last week after the Iraq-based Iranian Kurdish groups announced their coalition, the KRG in semi-autonomous northeastern Iraq said it would not allow its territory to be used as a "base for aggression against a neighbor."
Both Talabani and KRG President Nechirvan Barzani also received calls Wednesday from Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi. Talabani "emphasized the importance of finding peaceful solutions to the issues and returning to dialogue to maintain stability in the Middle East, stating that all PUK efforts are within this framework," a statement from his office said.
Araghchi, the statement said, thanked Talabani "for his role and influence in maintaining stability in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region" and "expressed respect for the PUK's peaceful position in the region."
Barzani's office said both he and Araghchi "emphasized the protection of border security, in a manner that prevents any attempt to undermine the stability of the region and further complicate the situation."
As the Iraqi Kurds struggle with whether to become directly involved in the expanding Iran war, their choices may become more limited. Strikes launched from both Iran and its proxy militias inside Iraq have targeted their capital city, Erbil, apparently to discourage support for the Iranian opposition.
"We are in a very delicate position," the PUK official said. "If this [Iranian Kurd] ground offensive fails, we do not know what Iran's reaction against the Kurdistan region of Iraq would be. At the same time, we cannot simply reject Trump's request -- especially when he personally calls and asks for it."
Salim reported from Baghdad. Adam Taylor also contributed to this report.
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Europe
Russia sees chance it may benefit from Middle East war
Some in the Kremlin believe a prolonged U.S. war could work in Russia's favor by boosting oil prices and diverting key weapons from Ukraine.

People lay flowers at the Iranian Embassy in Moscow on Monday in memory of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and the Iranian schoolchildren killed in U.S. and Israeli strikes. (Pavel Bednyakov/AP)


By Mary Ilyushina, Catherine Belton | 2026-03-05
For Russia, the assassination of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was the latest blow to President Vladimir Putin's network of anti-Western partners, and it exposed Moscow's diminished influence on the world stage, from the Middle East to Latin America.
Yet amid the dismay over Russia's inability to challenge President Donald Trump's global reach, there is hope in the Kremlin that the United States becoming ensnared in a prolonged Middle East campaign would work to Moscow's favor -- above all, in its war on Ukraine, Putin's top priority.
For about 15 months, Moscow watched idly as three friendly leaders were ousted -- in Syria, Venezuela, and now Iran, the latter two as a direct result of U.S. military action.
"It's clear Russia and China were not able to do anything," said a Russian academic close to senior Moscow diplomats, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly about the Russian government. "This could impact Moscow's position in relation to other partners."
Russian officials have also voiced growing alarm over Trump's suggestions of a "friendly takeover" of Cuba through economic pressure, but similarly seem to have little ability to do anything.
Still, there are potential benefits Moscow is weighing.
A prolonged focus on Iran and the Middle East could leave Washington with less bandwidth for Ukraine and ramp up pressure on European allies to fill the gap.
Weapons systems, particularly air defenses, could be rerouted to the Middle East and away from Kyiv, which Russia pummels almost nightly.
Perhaps most welcome is that the attacks on Iran and Tehran's retaliatory strikes, including attacks on oil refineries in Persian Gulf nations, have sent oil prices surging at a time when Russia's wartime budget is under severe strain.
Kirill Dmitriev, the Kremlin's special economic envoy, predicted prices would spike beyond $100 per barrel. In a sign Putin was already seeking to leverage climbing energy prices, the Russian president threatened on Wednesday to reroute Russian gas supplies away from Europe.
Russian oil supplies to China and India would not be affected by a blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, a key shipping route for crude -- though analysts cautioned that only a sustained price hike or prolonged disruption of Gulf supplies would provide Moscow with meaningful relief for its war effort in Ukraine.
"It's clear Russia is interested in a long war that will cause the Strait of Hormuz to be blocked," said one European official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.

A woman wearing a T-shirt of Venezuelan strongman Nicolas Maduro holds a picture of Iran's late supreme leaders, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, during a demonstration in support of Iran this week in Caracas, Venezuela. (Leonardo Fernandez Viloria/Reuters)


The invasion of Ukraine, which has now entered its fifth year, has sapped much of Moscow's resources and attention, pushing countries once firmly in its orbit -- particularly former Soviet republics in the Caucasus and Central Asia -- to forge new alliances, with some turning to Turkey, China, the U.S. or the European Union.
One of the starkest testaments to Russia's limits has come from state television pundits and pro-invasion bloggers, who watched the campaign against Iran since last summer and the swift capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro in January with a mix of concern and grudging awe.
"They are looking at this very effective campaign, and Russian commentators are emerging to almost suggest -- why can't we, Russia, be like that?" Hanna Notte, a foreign policy expert, said in an analysis for the Kennan Institute. "So almost looking at it with the element of jealousy."
Senior officials in Ukraine and Europe were quick to suggest that Khamenei's killing further exposed the limits of Russia's powers and its inability to defend its friends.
"Putin has lost three of his closest pals in little more than a year. He has also not helped any of them," Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said in a post on X. "Russia is not a reliable ally even for those who rely heavily on it. ... While Russia is stuck in its senseless war against Ukraine ... its influence across the world is dramatically falling."
Andras Racz, a senior fellow at the German Council on Foreign Relations' Center for Security and Defense, said Russian military thinking put the focus on "one big war" -- the war against Ukraine, which subordinated all other allies and considerations.
"Everything else is just collateral damage," Racz said.
Russia and Iran deepened their relationship during the Syrian civil war, in which Russia intervened by providing air power to support President Bashar al-Assad, while Iran supplied forces through proxy militias. Assad, ousted last year, now lives in Russia.
Since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, ties between Moscow and Tehran grew even closer as they each sought to overcome heavy economic restrictions imposed by the West. Iran came to Moscow's aid by providing Shahed drone technology, a crucial weapon against Ukraine.
Still, the friendship has always had limits. A 20-year strategic partnership agreement signed by the two countries last year did not include a mutual defense clause that would oblige either party to come to the other's aid in time of military aggression.
A person familiar with back-channel negotiations between Russia and the U.S. said the Kremlin had indicated to the U.S. during talks over the past year that it would not stand in the way of any American attempts to topple the current Iranian regime.
Khamenei's killing possibly served as a chilling reminder of Putin's own potential vulnerability. The Russian leader has expressed outrage over the footage of a mob killing Libyan dictator Moammar Gaddafi in a 2011 civil war, and was said to be shaken by Gaddafi's death.
Analysts said the Russian president was likely relying on Russia's status as a nuclear power as providing the ultimate protection against being targeted in a similar manner.

A defaced poster of Bashar al-Assad is seen outside a Syrian army recruitment center on Dec. 22, 2024, in Damascus. (Chris McGrath/Getty Images)


"Russia can't do much about the situation, but they are applying it to themselves -- they would never admit this, and they probably tell themselves that they are a nuclear state and it would not go down so easily with them," said Nikita Smagin, an expert on Russian-Iranian relations.
"Nevertheless, they see an authoritarian leader dying in a strike and they are unnerved by the transformation of international norms," Smagin continued, "where states not only do as they please but can also eliminate a head of state. Russia naturally does not like this."
Other analysts said Moscow may hope that any regime change in Iran follows a pattern set in Venezuela, where the toppling of Maduro did not produce a clean break with Russia. His successor, Delcy Rodriguez, has maintained ties with Moscow.
"Many believed that the U.S. had set the task of regime change, but as a result the regime remains," the Russian academic said of the situation in Venezuela. "At least at the current stage it is too early to say that Trump is dismantling Chavism."
A similar situation has unfolded in Syria, where Russia has fared better than expected in the year since Assad's fall. Despite losing its most reliable regional ally, Moscow avoided being evicted from its military bases, the new Syrian president has visited Moscow twice, and Russia has preserved enough leverage to remain a player -- diminished but hardly eliminated.
"If there is a continuation of the clerical rule or the IRGC will have a more prominent role, I think Russia will be able to preserve its partnership with Iran," said Notte, the foreign policy analyst, referring to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
"But," Notte added, "if we see different forces coming to power in Iran, which want to mend ties with the West, or a more pragmatic foreign policy toward the West -- and I am not saying this is necessary likely -- but this is a scenario that Russia has long feared."
About a year ago, Putin offered Trump help mediating between the U.S. and Iran, at a time when Moscow was trying to keep Trump engaged in talks with Russia. The offer was rebuked, with Trump saying that he had told Putin to focus on finding an endgame to his own war with Ukraine.
Since the strikes began Saturday, Putin has held a flurry of calls with Gulf leaders -- telling King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa of Bahrain that Moscow is "ready to use all opportunities to stabilize the situation" and Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani of Qatar that Russia hopes Iranian retaliation would spare civilian infrastructure -- once again seeming to try to position himself as a potential mediator between Washington and what remains of Iran's leadership.
"Russia is fairly limited in what it can do," Notte added. "Russia will try to play a mediator role, but I don't think Russia would be a main factor here."
David L. Stern in Mukachevo, Ukraine, and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Iranians mourn children, teachers killed in school strike
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Middle East
From Hamas attack to U.S. war with Iran, violence forges a new Middle East
An Iran-led order that long backed the likes of Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis - is gone. What will follow is one of the top questions of modern geopolitics.

A plume of smoke rises in Tehran after an explosion Monday. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


By Steve Hendrix | 2026-03-04
JERUSALEM -- Early on a cool autumn morning in 2023, from a tunnel beneath the Gaza Strip, Yahya Sinwar gave an order that sent thousands of Hamas fighters through the fence separating the territory from Israel. That green light has reordered the Middle East on a scale comparable to the Arab Spring or the carving up of the Ottoman Empire in the early 20th century -- but not remotely in the ways Sinwar had in mind.
Twenty-nine months later, the Middle East is almost unrecognizable. Israel stands indisputably as the military hegemon, its enemies demolished or decapitated. Saudi Arabia is emerging as a pivotal economic and political anchor, its Persian Gulf neighbors reeling under Iranian missile fire. Palestinians, mourning 75,000 dead in a shattered Gaza and losing territory in the West Bank, seem marginalized -- by everyone, again.
Sinwar is dead -- assassinated by Israel in October 2024 -- and after nearly two and a half years of bloodshed and upheaval, the network he hoped would ride to his rescue is in ruins. Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was blown up in a joint U.S.-Israeli airstrike on Saturday. The regime that bankrolled and armed the "axis of resistance" for four decades is on the edge of collapse -- perhaps taking with it Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis.
Tehran, facing a chaotic and uncertain succession, is making enemies of the entire region -- firing drones and missiles haphazardly, and often vainly including civilian targets. Bashar al-Assad, the longtime Syrian ruler, now lives in frigid Moscow.
Driving the military campaign and aiming to shape the region's future is Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has survived repeated government collapses, an arrest warrant by the International Criminal Court and years of corruption trials to lead Israel to an unprecedented military dominance. And President Donald Trump, who overcame two impeachments, a felony conviction and an assassination attempt to return to the White House and take the United States to war against Iran without a vote of Congress.

President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, at the White House in September, are driving the current military campaign that aims to reshape the Middle East. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


While Israel has faced allegations of genocide, a new generation of Israelis are now bearing the traumas of war, like their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents. And while American soldiers are once again dying in the Middle East in a war of uncertain duration and unclear goals, what Sinwar set off was not a liberation but an unraveling of everything he and his sponsors yearned for -- a defeated Israel, Palestinian hopes for statehood, a Middle East rid of Western influence. The so-called Great Satan looks more like the Great Decider.
"Talk about a colossal miscalculation leading to catastrophic consequences," said Bilal Saab, a Chatham House fellow and former Pentagon official in the first Trump administration. "That cataclysmic event single-handedly changed the face of the Middle East."
But what these changes ultimately yield remains one of the most consequential open questions in modern geopolitics. The old order -- Iran as the region's disruptive spine, its proxies as the tools of pressure and deterrence -- is gone. What replaces it is an unpredictable mix of competing ambitions, fresh grievances, destroyed cities and ungoverned spaces.
Israel is dominant but isolated, its neighbors wondering -- and worrying -- what it will do with its power and how it will deal with ongoing hatred of its vanquished enemies. The gulf states, including the signers of Trump's Abraham Accords, are shaken and skeptical of American guarantees. Saudi Arabia and Turkey are repositioning, but for what and against whom are not yet known. Much could depend on who or what comes next in Tehran, where Khamenei's demise has left a vacuum.
European colonialists put their pencils to a map after World War I to divide up deserts, wadis and mountains, dismantle the crumbling Ottoman Empire and create the modern Middle East. The Arab Spring of 2011 cracked it. What unfolds now could come from a new mold entirely.
"This has changed the region forever," said Ali Vaez, director of the Iran Project at the International Crisis Group. "But with what consequences still has to play out."

An Israeli soldier at an Israel Defense Forces outpost aims his weapon toward a ruinous Gaza City last October. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


On Oct. 6, 2023, it was all different. Iran's proxy network was, by most measures, at the peak of its power. Hamas governed Gaza. Hezbollah held Lebanon hostage with 100,000 rockets. Assad sat in Damascus, reintegrating into the Arab League after years of isolation. The Houthis controlled the Yemeni coast and menaced shipping lanes with near-impunity.
Behind them all stood Iran, with a nuclear program viewed as an imminent threat in Jerusalem and the West, backed by a missile arsenal regarded as a strong deterrent against direct Israeli or American attack. Gulf nations were quietly reestablishing ties with the Islamic republic.
"Two years later, none of those pillars are standing, and the Islamic republic is never going to be the same," Vaez said. "Iran as a country that can determine the trajectory of the region is no longer."
The clearest beneficiary is Israel, which has viewed Iran as its existential nemesis for decades. Since Oct. 7, 2023, Israel has neutralized every major threat on its borders, struck the Iranian homeland repeatedly and now killed its mortal enemy's supreme leader.
Many within Israel's security establishment believe the country is more secure within its borders now than at any time since its founding in 1948, despite the Iranian missiles still falling, and the still-smoldering rubble in Gaza.
"We are still traumatized from 7th October. There is still war," said a former senior Israel Defense Forces official who remains close to military leaders and who, like others interviewed for this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues. "But I can tell you that no one but the biggest dreamers ever thought we would be in the position we are in now. Israel is not untouchable, but we have made it very expensive to touch us."
Israeli officials say that they want to use their supremacy for regional good, and that they hope Iranians will one day enjoy freedom.

An armored personnel carrier travels along a security fence after crossing back to the Israeli side of the border with the Gaza Strip in October. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


"When this is over, I think you're going hear our leaders talk about Israel's desire for peace through strength," said an Israeli official. "We are going to fight our enemies as strongly as possible and hug our friends as close as possible."
Historically, Israel has justified its massive military as a shield against hostile neighbors, a defensive crouch that gave it little experience with more political or economic leadership in the region.
"I would describe Israel as a reluctant hegemon," Saab said. "It has a tremendous capacity to defeat its enemies, but it has shown no interest in propping up political systems in place of what they have destroyed."
The focus on security comforts Israelis but unnerves their neighbors. An Israel unbound by regional rivals raises fears of overreach and adventurism -- especially in the West Bank. The worries will spike if the United States, given the likelihood that Trump declares victory over Iran, pulls back from the Middle East or otherwise gives Jerusalem a free hand.
"As much as gulf leaders would love to see the Iranian regime gone," Saab said, "they also worry about the trigger-happiness of Israel."
How Israel exercises its dominance may depend on what follows in Iran once the missiles and drones run out, which some Western military experts say could happen within days.
Trump has exhorted Iranians onto the streets to seize power for themselves. But few with experience in the region predict that a freely elected government is likely anytime soon, even if citizens rise up against the regime forces that killed more than 6,800 protesters in January, according to advocacy groups.
An organized opposition has yet to emerge. Factions within the regime are already maneuvering for power. A military junta of Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps officers could succeed the regime they now serve.
Nor does the crack-up of the Iranian axis guarantee an end to the terrorism and militancy it generated. Hezbollah continues to fire missiles at Israel and even Cyprus. Houthi rebels, masters of their mountainous badlands in Yemen, could target shipping in the Red Sea for years to come.

A man carries an Iranian flag Wednesday toward the rubble of a Tehran police facility struck during the U.S.-Israeli military campaign. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


The threats could widen -- and perhaps include sectarian strife.
"Ayatollah Khamenei was not just a head of state," said Shira Efron, a Tel Aviv-based fellow at Rand, the security think tank. "He was a religious leader for something like 200 million Shiites worldwide."
In any case, Shahed drones setting tourist zones ablaze have exploded whatever hopes Iran harbored for better ties with its Muslim neighbors. By striking hotels, apartments, ports and embassies in the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and other nations, what's left of the regime in Tehran has ensured even more extreme isolation.
"The level of psychological damage the Iranians have done to the sense of security in these countries is enormous," said a former U.S. diplomat in the region. "Iran will be more and more isolated economically and politically. It's a country of 90 million people that could become more like North Korea."
Emerging as unlikely co-tenants  of whatever order is to come are Saudi Arabia and Turkey. Riyadh has the money and the legitimacy; Ankara has the agility and the ambition. Neither fully trusts the other. Both are watching Israel's dominance with unease and Washington's erratic stewardship with skepticism.
Both are hedging -- deepening ties with China, courting India, keeping lines open to Russia -- even as they remain, for now, in the American orbit.
And both are being watched by the gulf states, battered and newly vulnerable, as well as by every capital from Cairo to Pakistan's Islamabad.
What none of them can yet see is the shape of the thing being born. The old Middle East had a logic, however brutal: Iran as a disrupter, America as a guarantor, Israel as a contained power, the gulf states as financiers of stability.
What replaces it will be decided in Trump's whims as a real estate developer and self-proclaimed peacemaker, in Tehran's succession struggle, in Riyadh's throne rooms, in Ankara's presidential palace and in the rubble of Gaza -- where Sinwar's great gamble ended not in liberation but in ash and blood, and where the Middle East's next chapter, unwritten and unpredictable, has already begun.
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Visual Forensics
U.S. troops had little protection from drone strike that killed 6, imagery shows
A facility in Kuwait, the site of the attack, is among 11 U.S. military outposts to have been hit by retaliatory strikes, along with French and British bases. 

(U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. David Simon (left), Pleiades (c) CNES 2026, Distribution Airbus DS (right))


By Meg Kelly, Alex Horton, Jarrett Ley | 2026-03-04
The six U.S. service members killed in an Iranian drone attack over the weekend were working in a tactical operations center in Kuwait that offered little protection from overhead strikes, according to imagery, experts and officials.
They are the only U.S. troops known to have died in retaliatory strikes since the operation in Iran began Saturday. At least 11 American military outposts have been hit, along with bases belonging to France and Britain, according to a Washington Post review of satellite images and videos.
The slain troops were part of a logistical support unit working at the Shuaiba port, a civilian port on the Persian Gulf. The attack occurred on Sunday, officials said. By 11 a.m. that morning, thick smoke was spewing from a building in a complex east of the waterfront, satellite imagery shows.
The building that was struck -- a prefabricated, triple-wide trailer-style structure -- was flanked by tall concrete barriers to protect against ground threats, said Sean O'Connor, a satellite imagery analyst with Janes. But it "possessed limited defenses able to protect it from a ballistic missile or drone strike," lacking overhead protection to defend against the main threats to U.S. bases in the Middle East, he said.
The Army's counter-drone manual, updated last year, makes clear that troops and commanders should assess which sites are likely to be attacked and build overhead protection, which often includes steel reinforced roofs and coverings. Protecting important structures like operations centers helps shield from enemy observation and limits "the damaging effects of an aerial attack," the manual says. Images show that the building struck in the attack was not protected by such structures.
A 2021 photo of the building struck Sunday shows it had what looks like a thin metal rooftop. It is unclear what if any additional layers of materials or reinforcement existed underneath. The building does not appear to have meaningfully changed since at least 2009, and no additional fortifications appear to have been added after President Donald Trump announced in January that he intended to send U.S. forces to the region, according to a Post review of archival imagery and analysts.
The Pentagon did not respond to requests for comment.

The rooftop of the building that was struck in the drone attack appears to be composed of thin metal in a photo of the Shuaiba port on July 4, 2021. (Staff Sgt. David Simon/U.S. Army)


The lack of protection observed in the imagery was corroborated by U.S. and defense officials familiar with the incident who said the operations center was essentially a trailer protected by tall concrete barriers. The trailer did not have any hardened protection above it to deflect or minimize the explosive force, the officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive details about the attack.
The attack is reminiscent of a deadly 2024 strike in Jordan in which an Iranian drone hit trailers used for living quarters that also did not have overhead protection.
CNN and CBS previously reported the lack of overhead protection at the command post.
These details challenge Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's assertion Monday that the facility in Kuwait was outfitted to withstand an attack.
Air defense weapons at the facility took down other incoming threats, Hegseth said during a news briefing at the Pentagon, but they missed one that "happened to hit a tactical operations center that was fortified."
A spokesman for Hegseth, Sean Parnell, rebuffed other news reports about the operations center's defenses in a social media post, describing the U.S. position as "fortified with 6-foot walls" and saying that "every possible measure has been taken to safeguard our troops -- at every level."
The Pentagon identified· four of the six soldiers on Tuesday, all of whom served in the Army Reserve: Capt. Cody A. Khork, 35, of Winter Haven, Florida; Sgt. 1st Class Noah L. Tietjens, 42, of Bellevue, Nebraska; Sgt. 1st Class Nicole M. Amor, 39, of White Bear Lake, Minnesota; and Sgt. Declan J. Coady, 20, of West Des Moines, Iowa.
Since hostilities began, the spate of retaliatory attacks has heightened concerns about the Pentagon's ability to protect personnel in the region. Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Monday that he expected "additional losses." The Pentagon has reported numerous critical injuries but declined to say where they occurred. The U.S. has hit more than 1,000 targets in Iran, U.S. officials said Monday.
At least three other U.S. military installations in Kuwait were struck over the weekend.
More than a dozen structures were damaged at Ali Al Salem Air Base west of Kuwait City, satellite imagery taken on Sunday shows. At least four aircraft shelters were damaged on the base, while structures that are likely used to store military equipment were destroyed, according to imagery analyst William Goodhind of Contested Ground, which uses satellite imagery to track armed conflict. Lower-resolution imagery from Monday also showed damage to troops' living quarters.
An Iranian Shahed-style drone hit Camp Buehring in northern Kuwait on Sunday, according to video circulated on social media. It flew over the U.S. installation, passing over a gym and an athletic field, before nose-diving and hitting the base.
"They're right here," a voice in the video says around the time the explosion sent a burst of orange flames and dark gray smoke into the sky.
At Camp Arifjan, a U.S. installation 17 miles from where the troops were killed, communications equipment was destroyed, satellite imagery taken Sunday shows.
Another Shahed-style drone also struck a base where the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet is housed in Manama, Bahrain, on Saturday, video shows. The drone loitered before plunging toward a spherical structure, which appears to be a radome -- a common structure on military bases used to protect equipment.
It's unclear whether anyone was hurt in the blasts at the bases in Kuwait and Bahrain.
"U.S. and allied air defenses in the Gulf have generally been very successful at intercepting incoming Iranian munitions," said N.R. Jenzen-Jones, director at Armament Research Services, a munitions research and analysis consultancy. "However, the volume and mix of types of munitions used in some attacks, together with varying angles of attack and flight profiles, can make interception more challenging and has meant that some have struck their targets."
Shahed-style drones are much slower than missiles, giving analysts more time and opportunity to track and intercept them, though their relatively low altitude can make detection challenging.
Irbil International Airport in Iraqi Kurdistan, a commercial airport that also serves U.S. military purposes, was hit Saturday, video and satellite imagery show.
New explosions were captured near the airport the next day, according to video. In a statement, the Islamic Resistance in Iraq, a network of Iranian-backed Shiite Islamist factions, took responsibility for the attack Sunday. The Post could not immediately confirm who was responsible.
The Jebel Ali port in Dubai went up in flames on Saturday night, video showed. The port, which the Emirates Embassy in D.C. says hosts more U.S. naval vessels than any other port outside the U.S., was still smoldering Sunday, video shows.
Roughly an hour's drive away, near Abu Dhabi, a group of structures on Al Dhafra Air Base had also been heavily damaged by Sunday, satellite imagery shows. Further west, near Al Ruwais, low-resolution imagery captured damage to a small military installation on March 1.
Satellite imagery taken on March 1 shows communications equipment was hit at al-Udeid Air Base, the largest U.S. military base in the Middle East. The Qatari Defense Ministry said the base was hit again Tuesday. No casualties were immediately reported.
Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia was also damaged over the weekend, satellite imagery shows.
U.S.-allied bases have also been hit.
A Shahed-style drone struck a British military installation on Cyprus, in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, just after midnight Monday local time, causing minor damage.
An explosion Sunday at a French naval base at the Zayed port in Abu Dhabi sent debris into the air, video shows. Images taken later show thick smoke rising from the camp.
"Another one, wow," a voice in the video says after the explosion. The French government said no one was injured in the attack.
Joyce Sohyun Lee, Dan Lamothe, Imogen Piper and Samuel Oakford contributed to this report.
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Energy
Trump's Iran conflict cuts the world off from a crucial energy source
Liquified natural gas from Qatar was a safe energy bet for countries across Europe and Asia. Now, they face an energy crisis.

Qatar shut down production of liquefied natural gas this week at a plant in Doha after Iranian attacks targeting energy installations. (Getty Images)


By Evan Halper, Anthony Faiola | 2026-03-05
Countries across Europe and Asia are facing a potential energy crisis after an Iranian drone strike shut down Qatar's exports of liquefied natural gas this week, cutting off nations from India to Italy from a crucial energy source and potentially increasing costs for key industries in the United States.
Qatar· is a linchpin of a global energy system built on LNG, a fossil fuel less polluting than coal that many countries have embraced because it is easy to ship and store, and was sourced from generally stable countries.
Now consumers and businesses from Seoul to Islamabad to Brussels may face steeply higher energy costs, after an Iranian drone struck Qatar's largest gas liquefaction plant in Ras Laffan, south of Doha on Monday. The strike was part of  attacks by Iran on energy infrastructure in Qatar and fellow U.S. ally Saudi Arabia.
Qatar Energy, which produces and exports LNG, said in a statement Monday that it "ceased production" at the facility. On Wednesday, it announced it would not be able to honor export contracts.
It is unclear how long it will take Qatar Energy to repair the plant. Analysts say returning to full production would take another two weeks after repairs are complete.
Shipping any gas Qatar produces is another challenge, as vessel traffic through the region is halted by Iran's attacks on tankers in the Strait of Hormuz. There are 1,000 ships idled, according to the Lloyd's Market Association, half of them holding oil or gas. The shipping industry is trying to work out an arrangement with the U.S. government for military escorts, which President Donald Trump says will be offered. 
Countries around the world are scrambling to figure out how to backfill the abrupt halt of LNG shipments from Qatar, which accounts for one-fifth of the world's supply. Asian spot LNG prices surged nearly 40 percent in the past couple of days, and a key index of future LNG prices in Europe jumped 70 percent since Friday.
Analysts warn the natural gas crunch is likely to have more severe and far-reaching economic impacts than the Iran conflict's disruption to oil markets, even if abundant gas supplies in the U.S. shield American consumers from short-term price spikes.
"Oil is exported from practically every country in that region," said Pavel Molchanov, an investment strategy analyst at Raymond James. "LNG more or less comes from one country there: Qatar."
The sudden shutoff of Qatari LNG is expected to quickly hit nations across Asia and Europe that depend on Qatari gas, with domestic energy bills likely to spike and factories at risk of shutting down.
Some countries will likely bring mothballed coal plants back online, analysts predicted, a costly reversal that could also massively increase carbon emissions and other air pollution.
Bangladeshi newspaper The Business Standard reported Tuesday that officials at the country's energy ministry had ordered an increase in power generation from coal. Taiwan is examining similar options, according to Argus, a firm that tracks global energy markets. Prices of Asian coal futures jumped sharply this week.
"The first response would likely be to seek out LNG supply from other regions," Zhi Xin Chong, head of Asia Gas Research at S&P Global Energy, said in an email.
But producers like the U.S., Australia and Malaysia have little extra to spare, causing prices for what is available to soar. Chong said if the fuel proves "too expensive and difficult to procure, markets like Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, India and Southeast Asia will likely pivot to coal where possible."
Some of the countries most dependent on Qatar for energy are also among the least able to pay the premium for emergency replacements. In some cases the economic fallout is expected to cascade back to the U.S. due to how LNG underpins other industrial sectors.

Smoke rises in Doha, Qatar, on Sunday after reported Iranian missile attacks. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


In India, the second-largest importer of Qatari LNG, gas supplies to industrial users are being cut, according to local media reports, leading ceramics manufacturers in that country to pause operations. Utilities in Pakistan, which is even more reliant on Qatar, are also starting to cut their deliveries of gas to industrial clients, Bloomberg News reported.
In both countries, the constraints are leading to cutbacks in fertilizer production, as natural gas is the key ingredient for making urea, the world's most widely used nitrogen fertilizer. Molchanov said prices for urea have increased 25 percent since the U.S. and Israel attacked Iran.
"That is a big deal for the agricultural sector around the world -- including the United States," he said, warning it "will potentially translate into higher food costs in the near term."
The global reshuffling to replace energy from Qatari LNG threatens to take a toll on the planet. Japan is currently using only about two-thirds of its 53 gigawatts of coal capacity, according to Chong. Should that country choose to tap into that capacity, millions of tons of additional carbon pollution could be released into the atmosphere within months. China has significantly more unused coal power it could tap into.
Rachel Ziemba, an adjunct fellow at the Center for a New American Security, said as nations reassess their dependence on LNG imports some of the backsliding to coal power could become permanent.
"This will reinforce the push to generate power domestically," she said. "It could mean more use of coal." That could include European countries such as Germany and Poland, which are still burning coal and produce the fuel domestically.
The LNG shock may also drive extra investment into renewable energy. Some of the countries best prepared to ride out disruption to Qatari exports are those that have added the most clean energy to their power grids, Ziemba said.
China, which in recent years has installed more solar and wind power than the rest of the world combined in a drive for energy independence, is well positioned to weather a gas shortage.

Solar panels cover mountainsides in China's central Jiangxi province on Monday. (AFP/Getty Images)


France may also be able to absorb energy price shocks because of its large nuclear power capacity. And much of Europe increased its investment in solar and wind after the 2022 energy crisis on the continent precipitated by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Gas makes up just 16 percent of Europe's energy mix -- a sharp decrease since 2020 -- and renewables now provide 47 percent of its power.
"This is an example of how Europe's climate policy supports energy security," Molchanov of Raymond James said. "Any wind farm, any solar installation in Europe is less natural gas they have to import."
"Europe is the only major economy in the world using less natural gas today than they did a decade ago," he said. It "has accelerated its diversification strategy to reduce dependence on natural gas no matter where it comes from -- whether Russia, the U.S., or Qatar."
While Qatar's export freeze triggers stress around the world, American gas producers are likely to benefit.
The U.S. became the world's largest LNG exporter in 2023. Its export terminals are currently running near maximum capacity, limiting how much additional volume the U.S. can provide to replace Qatari supplies.
But the industry may find its commercial and political prospects are now favorable to expand. "This is going to set off another LNG project boom," said Ira Joseph, a scholar at Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy. "Not just in the U.S. but elsewhere."
But he added that there may also be a new drive by countries and industries around the world to reduce dependence on LNG. "The push for using more natural gas was that it is very reliable," Joseph said. "But in the last four years you had the largest exporter in the world -- Russia -- cut off its pipelines. And now, the second-largest has cut off its shipments. It raises the question of how much one wants to rely on gas imports in an energy mix."
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Economic Policy
Democrat's plan would eliminate federal income taxes for half of U.S. workers
Sen. Chris Van Hollen's tax relief plan could benefit tens of millions of middle-class workers, with a focus on those making at or below a living wage.

Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) in June. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


By Jeff Stein | 2026-03-05
A Democratic senator viewed as a potential 2028 presidential candidate will unveil a plan that he says would ensure roughly half of all U.S. workers pay no federal income taxes, according to details shared with The Washington Post.
Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland is expected to release the measure next week as Democratic Party lawmakers search for a sharp economic message to counter last year's Republican tax law.
Under Van Hollen's proposal, workers making at or below a "living wage" -- $46,000 for taxpayers filing individually, or $92,000 for married couples filing jointly -- would not have to pay federal income taxes. Tens of millions of additional middle-class workers would also receive a tax cut under the proposal, but they would still have to pay taxes. The measure would be paid for by a new surcharge on millionaires that would raise roughly $1.5 trillion over the next 10 years.
Fifteen Senate Democrats are co-sponsoring Van Hollen's proposal, though it has no chance of passing in a Republican-controlled Congress. The number of tax filers with no federal income tax would increase from 37 million under current law to 66 million under Van Hollen's proposal, according to Steve Wamhoff, director of federal tax policy at the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, a left-leaning think tank.
"This bill, in addition to being the right policy, sends a very strong message that we stand for working people who are sweating every day to make ends meet. That's a group of Americans that Donald Trump somehow appealed to," the senator said in an interview.
Though the 2028 presidential primaries have not yet begun, Van Hollen's proposal reflects the early jockeying around the ideas the party should run on. The 2020 Democratic presidential primary, the party's last open nominating contest, featured a rush to the left as candidates raced to embrace far-reaching ideas including Medicare-for-all, the Green New Deal and aggressive taxes on billionaires.
This week, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) introduced legislation to enact a $4.4 trillion wealth tax on the United States' approximately 1,000 billionaires to fund a Medicare expansion, universal child care and other social initiatives. Sanders's plan calls for major growth in federal programs that would make the U.S. government more akin to the Scandinavian countries of Norway and Sweden.
Van Hollen said he supports Sanders's wealth tax proposal and views his plan as a complementary measure that addresses a different problem. While he believes that Democrats should tax billionaire wealth and reverse the GOP's Medicaid cuts, Van Hollen emphasized that the party also needs a response to Trump's "no tax on tips" and "no tax on overtime" policies, which have proved popular with workers.
"This is not intended to be the overall comprehensive plan for Democrats. It's supposed to be an important plank in the platform," Van Hollen said. "These are not at all mutually exclusive. They're reinforcing."
In practice, though, Democrats would have to pick between competing policy priorities should they take control of Congress and the White House in 2028. The last time they controlled both, the party's sprawling wish list and razor-thin congressional margins contributed to a dysfunctional months-long negotiation that culminated in the defeat of President Joe Biden's "Build Back Better" agenda. Neither Sanders nor Van Hollen calls for using new revenue from their taxes to reduce the federal deficit, which is close to $2 trillion annually, and then there's a long and expensive to-do list that ranges from universal child care to free public colleges and universities.
Still, Van Hollen emphasized that voters want policies that go beyond new government social programs. He cited research suggesting that Trump's line on "no tax on tips" was the best-testing message of his State of the Union address. At the barbershop he has frequented for the past two decades -- a Hair Cuttery in Kensington, Maryland -- his barber pulled out her phone to show him how much she was benefiting from Trump's tips policy, Van Hollen said.
"This is an even better proposal that provides more and permanent tax relief," Van Hollen said of his plan, adding that it applies to everyone in the same income bracket, rather than just those paid in tips.
Overall, Van Hollen's plan would reduce taxes for nearly 130 million people, according to an analysis by the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, a left-leaning think tank. The average single person making $50,000 would see a reduction of about $2,800. The average family of four earning $95,000 would save roughly $6,000. The definition of the "living wage" below which nobody would pay taxes is defined by a Massachusetts Institute of Technology index and would rise with inflation under Van Hollen's proposal.
Van Hollen's millionaire surtax would levy new rates above existing taxes on the rich. It would charge an additional 5 percent on income above $1 million, 10 percent above $2 million, and 12 percent above $5 million. The Yale Budget Lab has estimated the surtax would affect about 615,000 filers. Van Hollen's plan would not raise as much as Sanders's, but Van Hollen's is less likely to face constitutional challenges, as experts have long debated the legality of a national wealth tax.
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Dining
Our food critic's favorite dishes of February
Fresh Mexican cooking at a Maryland gas station, a riveting culinary memoir and other bright spots from a month of dining.

The pork and pickled mango curry is a standout dish at Mandalay Restaurant & Cafe in Silver Spring. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-03-05
"There it is!" I had just whizzed past the golden glow of a Shell gas station in Rockville, Maryland, which meant I had reached my destination. I pulled into the lot. Social media and local news had promised that this is where I would find chef Saul Zelaya turning out some of the freshest Mexican dishes around. Sure enough, here was his trailer, painted sunflower-yellow and surrounded by gas pumps.
On a Saturday night in late February, there were just five items printed on a paper menu at the trailer's counter, most starting with masa, each available with a variety of proteins. There were tacos and quesadillas, but I was particularly eager to taste Zelaya's tetelas, triangular envelopes of supple corn filled with cheese and refried beans.
Zelaya fell in love with the dish while living in Oaxaca and doing a stint at Criollo, one of the city's culinary crown jewels (and one of the most beautiful restaurants I have dined at). How do the tetelas at this gas station compare? They come two to an order, each triangle of masa pudgy and spotted with bits of char from the flattop. Split open, they reveal molten cheese and beans, too tasty to let cool and too hot to hold between your fingers. Your best bet is to eat quickly, blowing out puffs of steam.
The menu at Hijos del Maiz, which translates to "children of the corn," is a full-throated celebration of the grain. "I've learned all the French techniques, I've done Greek, I've done contemporary American," says Zelaya, who cooked at Rose's Luxury, the late Kinship and Bresca, among others, before striking out on his own. As much as he learned from his time in fine dining, Zelaya says the food he was cooking didn't feel personal. "I grew up around corn," says the chef, who moved from El Salvador to Maryland when he was 10. He decided to home in on this ingredient he loved.
Zelaya sources his corn from heirloom purveyors Masienda and Tamoa, nixtamalizes it each night, then wakes up in the wee hours to grind it in a commissary kitchen and transport it to the trailer, where he presses every tortilla to order. I don't know when the chef finds time for sleep, but I'm grateful for the labor poured into his small menu.
A quesadilla made with purple corn and filled, at my request, with salty morsels of carne asada offered another taste of Zelaya's very good masa. Beyond corn, Hijos del Maiz also serves a mean torta. The sandwich barely fits in its clamshell container, the light, crackly bread stuffed with milky Oaxacan cheese, bright pickled vegetables, a slick of refried beans and a good deal of Duke's mayonnaise. Though your choices of filling abound, a fried chicken cutlet is the right path.
There is novelty and thrill to eating such thoughtfully made food in a gas station parking lot. There is also the logistical reality: At the moment, there are no tables at Hijos del Maiz. (Zelaya plans to set out several picnic tables as the weather warms.) Other diners picked up orders for takeout. I couldn't bear the wait and wouldn't dream of letting my tetelas go cold. So I laid a few napkins on my lap and ate dinner in the passenger seat of my car. Zelaya's masa was worth the mess.
(Dishes range from $5 to $16; hijosdelmaiz.co; 12151 Rockville Pike, Rockville)

The plantain pudding at Qui Qui is a comforting delight. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Restaurants are on a plantain kick these days. At Isla, the Caribbean-inflected steakhouse I reviewed in January, a fire-roasted plantain comes split down the middle like a baked potato. At Marcus DC, scallops are served in a plantain mole, and at (H)ours, a restaurant nested under a Union Market barbershop and designer clothing store, spears of plantain are coated in buttermilk batter and fried. With so many contenders, my award for Best Plantain in a Leading Role goes to Qui Qui, the Puerto Rican restaurant I reviewed in February.
Sweet morsels of caramelized plantain star in an otherwise simple pudding, inspired by the grocery-store version that chef Ismael Mendez ate as a kid. His pudding has all the nostalgia of Kozy Shack with its peel-back lid. When I'm after something supremely comforting, my mind goes straight to this small bowl of sugar-slicked plantains. (Plantain pudding, $12; quiquidc.com; 3227 Georgia Ave. NW)
At Mandalay Restaurant & Cafe, which has fed Montgomery County for more than two decades, it would take me about that long to eat my way through the array of Burmese curries, noodles and salads that make up the thick menu book. This is made even more difficult by the fact that what I really want is to return again and again to the pickled mango curry. Big wedges of tender pork come covered in a thick, dark gravy. It is salty and sour, as you'd expect from a sauce made with pickles, but as the mango cooks, it lends an otherworldly sweetness. There are plenty of other delights to be had at Mandalay, but no dish compares to this one. It is among the finest curries I have tasted. (Pickled mango-pork curry, $19.99; mandalayrestaurantcafe.com; 930 Bonifant St., Silver Spring)
The lamprais arrives like a gift at Banana Leaf, a Sri Lankan restaurant in a Manassas strip mall. The steaming banana leaf parcel is pinned shut with two toothpicks, and as you begin to peel it open, perfumed steam rises. Inside is a tightly packed bed of yellow rice. Start to loosen the mixture, and treasures reveal themselves. A generous chunk of chicken waiting to be shredded with little more than the tap of your fork. (Other proteins, including fish and pork, are available, as you wish.) Meaty cashews. Sweet, sticky strands of cooked-down eggplant reminiscent of caramelized onions. A fluffy, well-spiced fish cake. Each component holds its own, but mixed together and spread across the banana leaf, the dish becomes marvelous. (Lamprais, $14.95 to 19.95 depending on protein; bananaleafva.com; 9686 Liberia Ave., Manassas)
I came across Tanya Bush on Instagram a few years ago and was immediately transfixed. The Brooklyn-based baker would post a photo of something beautiful she had created (a classic glazed doughnut, horchata tiramisu, orange-coconut cake) and, in her caption, a verdict about whether baking and eating it had made her happy. Hence her account's name: @will.this.make.me.happy.

(Chronicle Books)


Her bakes always looked divine, and her reflections were funny and profound. "No," she might post under a photo of an ice cream cone, "Canolli ice cream with ricotta, orange zest, and pistachio did not dispel the acute sense that life is an endless quest for fulfillment and an inevitable string of mundane disappointments." She managed to make Food Instagram, a corner of the internet mostly taken up by cheese pulls and culinary marketing gimmicks, feel intimate and raw.
So I was already a big fan when I tore open a box a few weeks ago and found Bush's new memoir-cookbook, "Will This Make You Happy," inside. It took me just one weekend curled up on the couch to devour. In short, vivid chapters, she chronicles the depressing messiness of early adulthood in New York and the many ways her life became fuller, more complicated and more interesting as she fell deeper in love with baking. I have not yet baked through the recipes that follow each section of the book, but Bush's desserts, imbued with so much heart, look every bit as good as the ones that first pulled me into her world.
Have you noticed how many meals start with a monologue these days? There seems to be an explanation for everything: how the menu works, how to order, how the chef recommends you eat each dish. I recently published a column arguing that all this hand-holding has removed a vital sense of discovery from dining out.
As I've read through the many, many responses to the column in the comments section and on my Instagram post about it, I've appreciated both the criticism (diners really do need a tremendous amount of hand-holding, many chefs and servers have told me) and the confirmation that plenty of industry pros give these spiels only begrudgingly. Here are two of my favorite responses, edited for length and clarity.
	Diners also have to stop being afraid to break things and use their divinely given instincts to tear up a plate of food!! ... Use your hands, dig in, ask questions, but be active and instinctual in the eating.
	Reading the table is a learned experience, differentiating first-time diners from experts. It's a full-time job, and we feel often more like a teacher. ... More often than not we have people ask us how to eat a dish. Sometimes we get ahead of that by telling you how to cut the quail, not to demean, rather than you butcher it, or send it back. Every situation is different, but it's not easy to be in our (nonslip) shoes.

To get in on the conversation, join my next online dining chat on March 11 at 11 a.m. ET.
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Food
Cooking chat: What good, solid cookware should I buy for my new house?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


By Becky Krystal | 2026-03-05
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: What happens if his family doesn't accept she's 20 years older?
His family won't react well to their age gap, and the letter writer struggles to see a path forward.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-03-05
Dear Sahaj: I am an American woman in my early 50s. While working in South India, I met a man in his early 30s and we fell in love. However, he is from a small village; though he is college educated, very liberal and living in a big city, his entire family is still in their small village. They are very conservative, and he did not want to introduce me to his family.
I had to return to the U.S., and now we are really struggling with the future. He says that I am close to his mother's age and his family would be ostracized in their village if people found out. He loves me but he does not know how to deal with the potential consequence of subjecting his parents to public judgment and criticism. According to him, no one would talk to his family because age gap relationships with older females are so taboo.
He is a very kindhearted man, and I think he would feel guilty forever if his parents suffered on his account. I don't want to pressure him; is there any way to make a relationship like this work?
-- Age Gap
Age Gap: I know this doesn't feel fair. Love should be celebrated, and yet in many families, regardless of background, there are often expectations and norms around who you should love and who you shouldn't.
In India, reputation and social standing are often deeply communal. A marriage is not seen as a private decision between two adults the same way it is here in the West. Instead, it is understood as something that reflects on, and impacts, the entire family. It's important to note that ostracization in this context can then mean social isolation, exclusion from rituals and resources, and long-term damage to family standing -- not just a mere loss of friends or gossip. Not to mention that the added layer of your age gap may challenge the gendered hierarchy norms of his culture and village, reinforcing the consequences.
I don't doubt that you love each other, and it sounds like this man feels torn between loving you -- and doing right by you as a partner -- and loving his parents and ensuring their safety and security in their home and village. That's an incredibly difficult and painful position to be in.
Sure, "Can this work?" is a good question. But a better question for right now might be: What would "working" actually look like, and who would have to absorb the consequences? This then becomes a bigger conversation that requires both of you to be honest about three things.
First, has he truly accepted what the social fallout could be, and does he speak about it as a choice he is willing to make? It's important for him to fully internalize that he does have choices here. He could talk to his family privately about your relationship and gauge their actual response rather than only anticipating it. He could explore whether distance -- geographic or social -- might shift the intensity of the fallout. He could seek out allies within his extended family who might be more open-minded. Only he can decide what (if anything!) he is really willing to do here and whether he is prepared to redefine himself in his family system and grieve what that looks like. His sense of agency (or lack thereof) can also provide you with clarity.
Second, if this relationship meant you would never be fully integrated into his family or community, would that be something you could truly live with? You may be willing to endure whatever comes because you love him, but you also have to ask yourself if you want a love that even asks you to.
And finally, are you both aligned on other factors like children, long-term residence, finances, immigration, caregiving in old age and family aging? Since there is a life-stage gap here, you will need to have explicit conversations about the future as if the relationship will work to ensure you're both on the same page if his family no longer becomes a barrier.
It's clear you have empathy, and you understand what is at stake. But you cannot rescue someone from guilt, nor can you make a decision for him that he must live with internally for the rest of his life. If he ultimately chooses you, that choice has to be anchored in agency -- not secrecy, not fantasy and not in the hope that things will "work themselves out." As he figures this out, you can only take the time to decide for yourself how long you are willing to stay in this uncertainty. Good luck!
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Travel
United Airlines says put on your headphones or get off the plane
United Airlines has a new rule on the books that has some travelers cheering: Listening to audio without headphones can now get passengers removed from a plane.

A United Airlines plane taxis on the runway at Chicago O'Hare International Airport in November. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


By Hannah Sampson | 2026-03-05
United Airlines has a new rule on the books that has some travelers cheering: Listening to audio without headphones can now get passengers removed from a plane.
The airline already had a pro-headphone policy in place, but last week it updated its contract of carriage -- the rules a passenger agrees to in order to fly -- to specify that "passengers who fail to use headphones while listening to audio or video content" could be removed from a plane or not allowed to board.
"We've always encouraged customers to use headphones when listening to audio content -- and our Wi-Fi rules already remind customers to use headphones," United spokesman Josh Freed said in an email, adding that the carrier is expanding its high-speed Starlink connectivity. "It seemed like a good time to make that even clearer by adding it to the contract of carriage."
Other airlines have their own policies encouraging or requiring headphones, though most do not come with the threat of enforcement.
Frontier Airlines includes the requirement in the carry-on baggage section of its contract, though it's not clear what the penalty would be for ignoring the rule. Frontier did not respond to questions about enforcement. The airline says that portable electronic devices that make sounds "may be used only with headphones and provided the sound, even via the headphones, cannot be heard by others."
On the entertainment section of its website, Delta Air Lines implores: "For the comfort of everyone around you, please use earbuds or headphones with any personal electronic device during your flight."
Flight attendants also pass out free headphones to customers on most flights, the airline said.
"Customers are welcome to listen to audio or watch video on board, and we expect them to follow standard courtesy and flight crew instructions," Delta spokeswoman Samantha Moore Facteau said in an email.
Southwest Airlines doesn't mention headphones specifically in its contract, but notes on its website that they are required when passengers listen to audio.
"Our contract does include passengers not adhering to crew member instructions, including those about use of personal electronic devices," spokesman Chris Perry said in an email. "Thus, a passenger would be expected to adhere to instructions about headphones."
In 2023, an American Airlines pilot delivered a lecture from the front of the plane that went viral on social media, urging passengers to show respect for each other.
"The social experiment on listening to videos on speaker mode and talking on a cellphone on speaker mode, that is over -- over and done in this country," he said. "Nobody wants to hear your video. ... Use your AirPods, use your headphones, whatever it is. That's your business."
Travel blogger Ben Schlappig, founder of One Mile at a Time, welcomed the news that United was treating the noise issue more seriously. The Miami resident said fellow travelers in his area are terrible sound scofflaws.
"It drives me absolutely bonkers," he said. "Of all the things in the airline industry, this is probably what I'm most passionate about, which is quite sad. I just find myself in disbelief at the lack of respect they have for others that they're just willing to blast whatever they're listening to."
Schlappig wondered how United would enforce the rule, but said just having it in place is a good move.
"The spirit of this is fantastic," he said.
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Advice
Miss Manners: I won a prestigious award and people are fixated on my age?
Some assume the septuagenarian letter writer would've enjoyed winning a prestigious award more at a younger age.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-03-05
Dear Miss Manners: One of my novels received a prestigious award. Upon learning this from a mutual friend, an acquaintance approached me and said, "Congratulations, but what a shame this didn't happen years ago when you were still young enough to enjoy it."
I gathered my 70-year-old wits and politely thanked the person without apologizing for my failure to achieve success earlier in life. Since then, two other people have expressed similar sentiments.
So far, I've held my good manners in front of me like a shield, but I wonder if there is a polite way to respond to the negativity implicit in these statements. You are my guiding light of good manners. If you say it is best to continue to respond to the congratulations and ignore the rest, I shall do so.
The optimists among us are inclined to think these speakers are well-wishers who think you should have gotten the award sooner, but do not know how to express themselves tactfully. The pessimists will see the phrasing as an insult.
Since at least one speaker was only an acquaintance, there may be no way of knowing which was actually intended, but the response should be the same: Treat it as a joke -- not the laugh-out-loud sort, but gentle teasing.
Answer with a broad smile and say, "Yes, if only it had come before my dotage." This response rewards the tactless well-wisher. But it also punishes the person who intends insult by refusing to accept it.
Dear Miss Manners: I was in a museum cafe, searching for a place to sit with my husband. There were two remaining tables, but no chairs.
A lovely father and son at one table saw my dilemma and immediately offered me their spare chair. I then turned to a woman at the table on my other side, who had two empty chairs, one of which was holding her purse. I said, "Could I borrow one of your chairs?"
She said, "No, my husband is coming."
I replied, "Will the two of you be needing three chairs?" looking at the chair that held her purse. She said "no" with a flounce, and hung her purse over her own chair, allowing me to take it while glaring at me.
Was I rude to push for the chair? Or was she rude to think a chair for her purse was more important than a chair for a person?
I see people doing this all the time -- on crowded trains, in airport lounges and other places. How can they look around a crowded room with people standing and think their purse or work bag is more deserving of a seat?
That extra chair is seeing a lot of action. You were not rude to ask for it, but the woman was rude twice: when she refused to give it up the first time and again when she flounced about it. Perhaps the chair has some thoughts on why the woman thinks her purse is more deserving than yourself. Miss Manners cannot help with that one.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: I'm worried my college-age son is balding because of his diet
Son is unhappy with the way he looks, and the letter writer thinks a better diet would help.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-03-05
Dear Eric: Our son, who is in college, began losing his hair in high school. It could be genetic, but this does not run in the family. Although he is skinny, he eats terribly. He fills up on junk food, juice and soda. Sometimes he eats nothing.
When he lived at home, I could influence at least some of what he ate, but he always denied there was anything wrong. His pediatrician (male, for what it's worth) always dismissed my concerns. I helped him find a new doctor when he turned 18 but now that he's an adult, there is even less I can do.
We know that he is unhappy with how he looks. My husband has tried to talk to him gently about speaking with his doctor specifically about his hair and its connection to his diet and potentially an underlying health problem. On a side note, our son has occasionally seen a counselor at school about unrelated issues, when we suggested it, so he does not always reject our advice out of hand, like he does with this.
If he liked the way he looks, and if it were totally clear that this isn't a health issue, we would leave it alone. But given the circumstances, do we need to leave it alone anyway?
-- Concerned Mother
Mother: Right now, the most supportive thing you can do for your son is continuing to listen to him and provide help when asked for. He's on a journey with his body -- as we all are. And while there are a variety of hair treatments available and many different resources for getting help with one's diet, he has to learn to be proactive about them if he wants something to change. While it's hard for parents to watch their children feel around in the dark, this kind of independent decision-making is an important part of development.
Lead with curiosity instead of concern as much as possible here. You can ask him about his feelings about himself or his eating habits but try to focus more on asking him about who he is, what he wants and what's going on in his life. As he spreads his wings in college, it will help him to understand how an adult solves a problem. That problem could be as complex as addressing hair loss with a professional, or as simple as "how do I make dinner for myself?"
Dear Eric: I was surprised by your response to "Not the Girlfriend" who wanted the man she described as her boyfriend to, in words, ask her to be his girlfriend (assuming that represents exclusivity). They've been dating for six weeks, and he has told her he loves her.
I'm quite old, but don't think I'm so old-fashioned in thinking that six weeks into a relationship is a bit too soon to be trying to nail things down. She didn't mention how often they see each other but at six weeks you're really just getting to know someone. Good relationships take time. And she's already frustrated by the situation. I know there have been successful relationships that worked right from the get-go, but they're rare.
Of course, there's nothing wrong with wanting to know a dating partner's level of interest/seriousness. But I wonder what her rush is. Maybe the guy thinks of her as his girlfriend without explicitly saying so. After all, he's already said he loves her.
By the way, at six weeks, even sooner, you can certainly feel "in love" but at that stage you're filling in the aspects that you still don't know about your love interest with qualities you imagine are true.
-- Reader
Reader: I'm very grateful for this letter. It made me think about the original letter in a new way -- and, not for nothing, made me ruminate for a while on the nature of love, which is always a very nice way to spend one's time. I agree with you.
I was thinking about the communication challenges that many couples have and how so often we don't ask for what we want. Or -- one of the more dreaded roadblocks in a relationship -- we want our partner to read our minds.
But I didn't think enough about where this relationship was in its life cycle and how its relative newness probably adds to the issues of miscommunication.
Relationships at any stage can provoke insecurity or simply a desire to know that we're loved in the way we want to be loved. That voice inside asking for assurance is natural and there's nothing wrong with it, but it's not always asking for something external. Sometimes it's asking for internal work -- in self-esteem, in being clear about one's own desires, in being happy with oneself. That internal work will only strengthen other relationships.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Volatile ex-friend is back in my orbit. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-03-05
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so each week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back March 11 to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Food
Greek avgolemono holds the key to creamy, dairy-free soups
You don't need dairy to make a creamy soup, and this riff on Greek avgolemono is proof.

Avgolemono Chickpea Soup With Orzo and Dill. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-03-04
There are a variety of nutritious, dairy-free ways to add body and creaminess to soups. Beans and potatoes are two ingredients primed for the job. If they're already in the soup, simply smashing some of them against the side of the pot with a wooden spoon can do the trick. Mashed, or pureed, white beans or potatoes can also be added stealthily to soups that don't typically include them -- such as tomato or broccoli cheddar -- for creamy thickness. Plus they'll contribute fiber, essential nutrients and, in the case of beans, a protein boost.
Get the recipe: Avgolemono Chickpea Soup With Orzo and Dill
Another healthful way to give soup a velvety texture is with a Greek avgolemono, in which egg (avgo) and lemon juice (lemono) are beaten together, whisked with some of the hot broth to temper the mixture, then stirred gradually into the pot. It not only gives the soup silky body, but also adds an enticing burst of lemon flavor.

Adding eggs to thicken the soup. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This recipe is proof of how transformative the technique can be. It starts off like a typical vegetable and bean soup -- in hues of green and white -- with onion, celery, parsnip, green peas, chickpeas, dill and tender orzo simmered until tender in a big pot. Once the avgolemono is stirred in, the simple soup quickly becomes luxurious with a light, velvety thickness and irresistible citrusy punch. Served topped with more aromatic dill, it's a satisfying meal in a bowl that manages to be rich, creamy, light and healthy all at once.
Get the recipe: Avgolemono Chickpea Soup With Orzo and Dill
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Arts & Entertainment
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
St. Patrick's Day season arrives with parades and live music, Holi is celebrated with colorful parties, and museums welcome Women's History Month.

(Kimberlee Bryce)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Thomas Floyd, Celia Wren | 2026-03-05
You thought you were safe from St. Patrick's Day shenanigans until March 17 -- or maybe the weekend before? Sorry. St. Patrick's Day Season begins this weekend, with parades, music and plenty of pints. Elsewhere around town, Holi is celebrated with bright powder, music and dance performances on both sides of the Potomac, and Women's History Month is commemorated  with family days at museums and a competitive poetry slam. F1 fans can stay out late to watch a race in Australia, techno fans can dance at the Phillips Collection, and one of the area's top Irish pubs marks 30 years in business.
Live! at the Library: Women's History Month at the Library of Congress
The Library of Congress is highlighting Women's History Month during its weekly Live! at the Library after-hours events. The series begins this week with journalist Norah O'Donnell discussing her new book, "We the Women: The Hidden Heroes Who Shaped America," with CNN's Dana Bash. Other dates to note include a discussion honoring Nobel laureate poets (March 12) and a tribute to suffragists using material from the Library's collection (March 26). 6 p.m. Free; reservations required.
Phillips After 5: Techno Takeover at Phillips Collection
Visual art meets live electronica for the Phillips Collection's second "Techno Takeover" after-hours event. Expect performances from DJ Darling Cool and New York-based N/uM; a screening of "Desire: the Carl Craig Story," a film about the Detroit electronic music pioneer; a Byrdland Records pop-up shop; techno-themed trivia with a ticket to dance club Flash as the grand prize; a techno-making workshop with producer Adrian Loving (who also hosts the after party at 18th Street Lounge); and a craft station to customize your own USB drive or mini robot keychain. 5 to 8:30 p.m. $20.
Pilobolus at the Music Center at Strathmore
After the confining months of winter, why not rocket around the cosmos with Pilobolus's "Other Worlds Collection" at Strathmore. The program by the idiosyncratic troupe includes, among other pieces, the breathtakingly athletic "Pseudopodia" -- in which a soloist tumbles, somersaults and flares up from the ground like a flame -- and the acrobatic, physics-referencing "Particle Zoo." Also on the program: Pilobolus's contribution to the "Lamentation Variations" project, an initiative launched by the Martha Graham Dance Company in which contemporary choreographers respond to Graham's grief-steeped solo "Lamentation." 8 p.m. $28-$78.
Irish Village at Guinness Open Gate Brewery
Guinness may have off-loaded the production of Baltimore Blonde to Utica, New York, but the Open Gate Brewery outside Baltimore still brews its own beer, and it still hosts a multi-weekend "Irish Village" St. Patrick's Day party on its large lawn, featuring food and drink pop-ups, trivia, guided beer tastings and food pairings, and stages with bands. Friday kicks off at 4 p.m., with a performance by the Dublin 5 from 6 to 9 p.m., and then there's live music from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday. Through Sunday, with more parties March 12-17. Admission is free, but there are fees for tastings and other experiences.
F1 Australian Grand Prix watch parties
The Formula 1 season officially opens this weekend with the Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne. Though the race is taking place on the other side of the globe, there are  viewing parties taking place in D.C. The D.C. Motorsport Community -- a social group for fans of F1 and MotoGP -- is back at Problem Child, the Navy Yard bar where people  regularly gather throughout the season. The race begins at 11 p.m., and should last until around 2 a.m. There's no cover charge, and food and drinks will be available. (Free. RSVP requested.) If you would like to do more than watch, the F1 Arcade at Union Market -- one of our top local bars for gaming -- has its own viewing party, where tickets include unlimited racing on high-tech F1 simulators before and during the race. VIPs can splurge on Grandstand passes, which bring guaranteed seating, unlimited snacks and drink tokens. (Doors open at 10 p.m. $30.45-$141.75.)
Washington Women in Jazz at Westminster Presbyterian Church
Ahead of the annual Washington Women in Jazz Festival at the end of the month, an all-star quintet is taking over the legendary Jazz Night at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Southwest Washington, including vocalist Jessica Boykin-Settles and pianist Amy K Bormet. Arrive early for the church's famous Friday-night fish fry. 6 to 9 p.m. $10.
Capital Pride's Night at the Go-Go Museum
Capital Pride Alliance, the group behind D.C.'s annual Pride festival and parade, is hosting an after-hours party with a DJ, happy hour drink and food specials, and go-go-related trivia at the Anacostia museum. The event is free, with the option to make a donation to the nonprofit group. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
3-6 Mafia Night at Gold Clover Bar
The calendar reads 3/6, which has a special meaning for fans of Memphis hip-hop group Three 6 Mafia. Nod your head to "Stay Fly," "It's Hard Out Here for a Pimp," "Tear da Club Up," and tracks by Project Pat and other Memphis artists at Gold Clover Bar, where the menu includes "Styrofoam cup drink specials" and the Florida Avenue bar's famous free fried chicken special. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free.
Water Bar opening weekend happy hour
Given the weather forecast·, Water Bar couldn't have picked a better weekend for its seasonal reopening. The National Landing bar, with a terrace overlooking the Water Park's fountains, is unveiling a happy hour with $2 oysters and $10 house cocktails, which runs from 4 to 6 p.m. on weeknights. For its opening, there are also free tastes of the new menu, such as tuna tostada and crab cakes. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Blacklisted: An American Story' at the Capital Jewish Museum
The Lillian and Albert Small Capital Jewish Museum is the latest cultural center to host the traveling exhibit "Blacklisted: An American Story," which was originally curated by the Jewish Museum Milwaukee. It's focused on the mid-20th-century "Red Scare," a time when workers accused of harboring communist sympathies (many of whom were Jewish) were investigated and blacklisted from American institutions and industries. This show previously landed in New York and Los Angeles, with corresponding sections on the impacts of the Red Scare on Broadway and Hollywood. The Capital Jewish Museum provides a D.C. angle, expanding on the exhibit by looking at how the federal government investigated the loyalty of its employees. Through Sept. 7.$12 for adults, $10 for seniors, students and children under 13.
DC Tango Festival at the Embassy of Austria
The annual DC Tango Festival, which counts the embassies of Argentina and Uruguay among its sponsors, kicks off its month-long celebration of music and dance at the Embassy of Austria. The Pan American Symphony Orchestra performs nuevo tangos by Argentine composer and musician Astor Piazzolla, as well as a tango from Austria. A wine reception follows the concert. 7:30 p.m. $60.
Joshua Bell and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields at Strathmore
Joshua Bell, the subject of a memorable Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post essay in which author Gene Weingarten recruited the violin virtuoso to busk in a Metro station, is making a visit to Strathmore. (We wouldn't look for him on the platform at Grosvenor.) This time, he'll perform with the Academy of St Martin in the Fields, the renowned London chamber orchestra he's led since 2011. Works by Brahms and Schumann are on the bill, along with "Variations on 'America'" by American composer Charles Ives, in keeping with the U.S.'s 250th birthday. 8 p.m. $28-$178.
St. Patrick's Day Parade in Old Town Alexandria
Saturday is the 43rd Ballyshaners St. Patrick's Day parade through Old Town Alexandria, filling the streets with troupes from Irish dance schools, pipers and drummers, marching bands, floats, Irish dogs, and various community groups. The parade begins at the corner of Wolfe and St. Asaph streets at noon, and finishes at Duke and Pitt streets. Local singer-songwriter Rook Richards, who has performed in many bars across Alexandria, is this year's grand marshal. Before and after the first marchers set off, the pubs along King Street are packed with crowds watching Six Nations rugby and sipping pints. Look for live music and dance performances at Murphy's Grand Irish Pub, Daniel O'Connell's, and the Light Horse, among others. King and Rye, the bar inside the Alexandrian hotel, is hosting a parade after-party with live music by the O'McPub Band, Port City beers and Irish dishes, beginning at 1 p.m. with a $5 cover. Parade begins at noon, pubs open at 9 a.m. ballyshaners.org. Free.
Holi celebrations
Holi is the most colorful way to ring in spring. It's a playful holiday celebrated in India and other South Asia countries, centering on crowds tossing bright, clothes-staining powder into the air. There are ways to join in on both sides of the Potomac on Saturday.
The Embassy of India is partnering with the Dupont Circle BID for a Holi Festival happening in the neighborhood's iconic park, featuring plenty of entertainment before the annual color throw. Be there for DJ Pandu's set of upbeat Indian tunes and dance performances by troupes including Studio Dhom, and then line up for masala chai and traditional sweets provided by the embassy. Music, dancing, and powder throwing run from 2 to 4 p.m., and powder must be purchased online ahead of time. Noon to 4 p.m. Free admission; $7.18 for three bags of colored powder, which must be preordered.
DJs, activities for kids, dance performances and Indian street food stalls are among the attractions at the Rang De Virginia, a massive outdoor Holi festival happening in the Dulles Sportsplex in Sterling. Join the throng throwing organic color powder to a Bollywood beat at what is touted as one of Virginia's biggest color festivals. Noon to 6 p.m. $23.18 adults; $12.51 children ages 3-11; Free for children 2 and younger. $33.85 express admission.
First Saturday: Women's History Month at the National Gallery of Art
The National Gallery's monthly open house is packed with activities for kids, including yoga, story time, face painting and hands-on art making, but there's plenty for adults to do, too. Head to the East Building's auditorium at 1 p.m. for a talk about recently acquired paintings by women artists, including watercolors by Julie Manet and Emily Sargent; or a 2 p.m. gallery talk in the West Building covering paintings by European women. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Women in Aviation Tours at College Park Aviation Museum
Bring your young aviator to the College Park Aviation Museum this weekend for special Women's History Month tours that focus on the role of women in flight, from Katharine Wright to the modern age, and a discussion of "the opportunities and challenges" facing women in aviation-related careers. Saturday and Sunday at 11 a.m. Free.
Silver Branch Brewing's Seventh Anniversary Party
Silver Branch Brewing has come a long way since its 2019 opening in Silver Spring. The brewery, focused on European styles, including Belgian saisons and Czech lagers, now has taprooms in Warrenton, which is temporarily closed after a fire, and Rockville, formerly home to True Respite. Mark the anniversary at its Silver Spring "Lagerhaus" with those old-world classics, or American-style hazy IPA or steam beer. The Lyons King band plays from 2 to 5 p.m. Noon to 11 p.m. Free.
High Side Eight-Year Anniversary
Fairfax's High Side combines one of Northern Virginia's best craft-beer draft lists with a menu of Asian street food, such as Taiwanese egg crepes and pork belly-stuffed bao. (Numbing pickled cucumbers for the win.) To celebrate eight years in Old Town Fairfax, the bar has assembled a stunning draft list with brews from Monkish, Sojourn Fermentory, Dovetail, Tilted Barn, Fox Farm, Humble Forager and many others. Whether you're looking for a lemongrass saison, a New England IPA or a Dubai Chocolate stout (really, it's a thing), you'll find something to like. Tickets for early admission are sold out, but everyone is welcome for beers beginning at 2 p.m., first-come, first serve. 2 p.m. Free.
'I Want My MTV!' Flashband Showcase at the Black Cat
For one night only, strangers come together as a band after a few weeks' worth of rehearsals in a themed showcase. This time, that theme is MTV, where bands perform the songs that shaped the airwaves. 7 p.m. $26.
'70s Throwback Party at Mr. Henry's
To celebrate its 60th anniversary, Mr. Henry's is hosting a year-long celebration with parties for each of the decades the Capitol Hill institution has been open. The 1970s are up, meaning you can grab all-you-can-drink select beer, wine and themed cocktails; watch a live performance of '70s hits from DMV-based singer Rachel Burns; and participate in a best-dressed contest -- as long as you wore your disco glam and tie-dye. 7 p.m. $30.
Shamrock Stroll in Downtown Annapolis
On the eve of Annapolis' St. Patrick's Day Parade, 13 bars are teaming up for a joint bar crawl. Wander around West Street, Main Street and the City Dock and you'll find specials and festivities at a variety of venues: The colonial-era Middleton Tavern, divey Armadillo's, tiki-themed Pearl, oyster-and-beer favorite McGarvey's, and sports-forward Acme Bar and Grill are among the participants. Proceeds benefit the Troops First Foundation and the Make Your Mark Foundation. Noon to 5 p.m. $5.
Rooting DC at Eastern High School
The city's Department of Energy and Environment hosts a day-long, free conference for local gardeners about urban agriculture and food systems. Expect interactive workshops on crop production, building your own greenhouse, beneficial garden weeds, maximizing small growing spaces and more. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Business Casual Clothing Swap at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Lifestyle brand Gen Z Times partners with Goodwill and thrift bloggers Finding Your Good for a youth-focused clothing swap at the downtown library. Bring five work-appropriate pieces -- blazers, structured jackets, loafers, etc. -- and trade for five new-to-you finds while connecting with other young professionals. Note that athletic wear, denim and graphic tees are not permitted; check the event page for a full list of unacceptable items. 1:30 to 3 p.m. Free.
District Beer Fest at Dock 5
The day-long beer festival returns to the space above Union Market's food hall with curated seasonal brews, a DJ and some light bites. This edition features Atlas Brew Works, Lost Generation Brewing, Manor Hill Brewing and more. Sign up for one of two three-hour time slots, or pay an additional fee for early access. 1 to 4 p.m. or 6 to 9 p.m.; $37 general admission.
Annapolis St. Patrick's Day Parade
There's a very different look to Annapolis' St. Patrick's Day festivities this year: Ongoing construction at the City Dock has necessitated the change of the parade route and the cancellation of the annual Shamrock the Dock music festival. Sunday's parade, which features marching bands, dancers, floats from local businesses and restaurants, fire trucks and marching scouts and school groups, starts at Amos Garrett Boulevard and heads down West Street, through Church Circle and toward St. John's Street. There will be activities around town, including a Pre-Game Tailgate Brunch beginning at 9 a.m. at the Westin Hotel, and live music from Chris Baldwin at Galway Bay Irish Pub after the parade. Back on Main Street, Red Red Wine hosts a party with DJ Swaggarite and drink specials, beginning at 2:30 p.m. Parade begins at 1 p.m. Free.
Women's History Month Poetry Slam at Lost Generation
Female and nonbinary poets are invited to perform at a special night of poetry at Lost Generation Brewing, organized by Ultimas Palabras. Get started with an open mic -- arrive before 7:30 p.m. to sign up -- followed by a competitive slam with room for up to 10 participants. There's no theme for the night, so get creative, because a $200 prize awaits. Doors at 7 p.m. $14.64 in advance, $15 at the door.
Oscars Pregame: Comedy Trivia at DC Arts Center
Comedians who are also film nerds take the stage during this trivia show, held a few days before the Oscar telecast, so you can brush up on your movie knowledge while also cracking up. See who emerges victorious at the DC Arts Center, or watch a live stream from home. 7 p.m. $11.85 in-person tickets; $9.03 live-stream tickets.
'As You Like It' at Folger Theatre
This fresh spin on Shakespeare's pastoral comedy -- ever the enchanting account of exile, gender bending and oh-so-much romance -- has been envisioned as a love letter to D.C., dotted with nods to the city's colorful characters and culture. Folger Theatre Artistic Director Karen Ann Daniels, who has welcomed many a Shakespearean reinvention since taking over the esteemed institution in 2021, oversees her own adaptation for her Folger directorial debut. Through April 12. $20-$90.
Ireland's Four Courts' 30th Anniversary Celebration
For three decades, Ireland's Four Courts has been a mainstay on Wilson Boulevard -- a place to drink Guinness while singing along to Irish folk songs; the go-to spot for cheering on your favorite soccer team; a cozy place to meet co-workers for happy hour; and Arlington's chief St. Patrick's Day destination. Before the big weekend rolls around, though, the Four Courts is celebrating its 30th anniversary, with $7 pints of Guinness (until 8 p.m.), passed appetizers, live music from 6 to 9 p.m., and karaoke until late. What could be better than cut-price beer? A raffle with prizes, including a trip to Ireland. After the disastrous car accident and fire in 2022, let's all thank our four-leaf clovers that this community staple continues to welcome everyone through its doors. 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
'Eureka Day' at Theater J
Tony Award-winning play "Eureka Day" -- written by D.C. native Jonathan Spector -- found a new, post-Broadway home at Theater J after a scheduled run at the Kennedy Center was canceled. Theater J artistic director Hayley Finn directs this new production of "Eureka Day," which takes its name from the play's setting at the private and privileged Eureka Day School in Berkeley, Calif., and explains what happens when an outbreak of mumps inspires tough questions about the school's progressive ideals. These performances mark Spector's return to Theater J, following his sold-out 2024 hit "This Much I Know." Through April 5. $70.
'Jonah' at Studio Theatre
Rachel Bonds wrote this mind-bender about a boarding school student (Ismenia Mendes) whose encounter with the titular classmate (Rohan Maletira) sends her on a time-hopping, decades-spanning exploration of fury and fortitude. Director Taylor Reynolds, whose credits include deft productions of "Fat Ham" at Studio Theatre and "Primary Trust" at Signature Theatre, oversees the D.C. premiere of a play that earned critical acclaim for its 2024 off-Broadway run. Through April 19. $55-$102.
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