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      Breaking News

      
        US imposes sanctions on Cambodian senator and 28 others for alleged romance scams
        WASHINGTON - The [?]US [?]Treasury Department's Office of Foreign  Assets Control on Thursday imposed sanctions on Kok An, a Cambodian  senator, and 28 individuals and &zwnj;entities that it said had stolen millions of dollars from US citizens using romance scams.

      

      
        Japan toughens power bank rules, banning charging, use during flights
        Stricter power bank rules for flights took effect on Friday in Japan, allowing each passenger to carry onboard no more than two and banning them from being used and charged during flights to reduce fire risk.

      

      
        US sets preliminary antidumping duties on solar imports from India, Indonesia and Laos
        [?]The US Commerce Department  on Thursday announced preliminary antidumping duties on solar cells and panels imported  from India, Indonesia and &zwnj;Laos, the latest in a string of tariffs imposed over a decade on solar imports from Asia.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Arsenal eye return to top spot, Spurs fight for survival
        LONDON - Arsenal can reclaim the Premier League summit this weekend as in-form Manchester City focus on the FA Cup, while Tottenham and West Ham battle to avoid the final relegation spot.

      

      
        Israel, Lebanon extend ceasefire as Trump hopes for historic deal
        WASHINGTON --- Israel and Lebanon on Thursday extended a shaky ceasefire by three weeks, United States President Donald Trump announced Thursday, as he voiced hope for a historic three-way meeting soon and a potential peace deal.

      

      
        Vacant land owners urged to use plots to cut burden
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has urged owners of vacant land to utilise their plots to reduce the burden of the land and building tax, as rules on agricultural use claims will be tightened to prevent tax avoidance from next year.

      

      
        Siam Cement set to close Vietnam plant next month
        Concerns over a raw material shortage in Thailand's manufacturing sector are growing after Siam Cement (SCC) announced a temporary suspension of its Vietnam petrochemical complex because the prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz is causing constraints in feedstock procurement.

      

      
        US says Iran players welcome at World Cup amid Italy uproar
        WASHINGTON (UNITED STATES) - Iran's footballers will be welcome at this year's World Cup, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Thursday, distancing the US government from a proposal that Italy could take their place in the tournament.

      

      
        Anti-graft body defends ruling on Saksayam
        The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has concluded its investigation into former transport minister Saksayam Chidchob, saying that there is no evidence that he intentionally filed false asset declarations or concealed information.

      

      
        Moody's upgrades ratings for 7 financial institutions
        Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative, following an improvement in Thailand's sovereign outlook.
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																WASHINGTON - The [?]US [?]Treasury Department's Office of Foreign  Assets Control on Thursday imposed sanctions on Kok An, a Cambodian  senator, and 28 individuals and entities that it said had stolen millions of dollars from US citizens using romance scams.
Treasury said Kok An used his political connections to protect a network  of scam centres [?]and various operators who used the lure of friendship or romantic relationships to persuade vulnerable Americans into transferring their savings in the form of digital assets, promising high returns, only to steal the funds outright.

Kok An owns numerous companies, including Crown Resorts, and other properties that house scam [?]compounds, Treasury said.

Treasury said victims of human trafficking reported that they and thousands of others were taken to these compounds and forced to steal money from Americans under threat of violence.

"Eliminating fraud is a top priority  for the Trump administration," Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said. "Treasury will continue to target fraudsters and scam centers that steal billions  of dollars from hardworking Americans, no matter where they operate or how well-connected they are."

The inter-agency Scam Center  Strike [?]Force also announced charges against two individuals who it said were running a scam compound in Myanmar and [?]trying to start another in Cambodia.

The strike force also seized a social media messaging app used to recruit human trafficking victims, and 503 fraudulent web domains used [?]to perpetrate cryptocurrency investment fraud.

The US State  Department also offered a reward of up to $10 million for information leading to the seizure or recovery of scam proceeds related to a separate scam compound in Burma that was placed [?]under sanctions last November.

No  comment was immediately available from the Cambodian embassy.
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																Stricter power bank rules for flights took effect on Friday in Japan, allowing each passenger to carry onboard no more than two and banning them from being used and charged during flights to reduce fire risk.
The new regulations also ban power banks with a capacity exceeding 160 watt-hours, according to the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism.

The measures were introduced in accordance with similar safety rules for lithium batteries adopted by the International Civil Aviation Organization in March.

The move marks the second policy change in a year in Japan following restrictions set last July prohibiting power banks from being stowed in checked luggage and overhead compartments, with passengers asked to keep them within reach on airplanes.

The tougher rules for power banks follow a fire that broke out in January 2025 aboard a plane operated by South Korean low-cost carrier Air Busan, believed to have been caused by a defective power bank.

Lithium-ion batteries, used in power banks, can catch fire and emit smoke after physical impact or deterioration.
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									US sets preliminary antidumping duties on solar imports from India, Indonesia and Laos								

															

																[?]The US Commerce Department  on Thursday announced preliminary antidumping duties on solar cells and panels imported  from India, Indonesia and Laos, the latest in a string of tariffs imposed over a decade on solar imports from Asia.

 
[?]With the decision, federal trade officials sided with domestic solar factory owners in finding that  companies operating in the [?]three countries dumped cheap goods in the US market.

According to a fact sheet posted on the Commerce Department's website, the agency calculated preliminary duty rates, known as dumping margins, of 123.04% for imports from India, 35.17% for imports from Indonesia, and 22.46% for imports from Laos.

The three nations last [?]year accounted for $4.5 billion in US solar imports, about two-thirds of the total, according to government trade data.

The decision is a blow to producers in those nations who were supplying goods to the fast-growing US market. The Alliance for American  Solar Manufacturing and Trade, which filed the petition, includes Tempe, Arizona-based First Solar , Qcells, the solar division of  Korea's Hanwha , and private companies Talon PV and Mission Solar.

"The preliminary determinations confirm that producers in these countries are dumping  solar [?]cells and modules into the US market at unfairly low prices, undercutting American-made products and distorting market competition [?]at a pivotal moment for the domestic manufacturing sector," the Alliance said in a statement.

The group has succeeded previously in winning tariffs on imports from countries in Southeast Asia [?]including Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand.

The Commerce Department said  it would announce a final decision on or around July 13 for solar cells from India and Indonesia, and a decision for imports from Laos on or around Sept 9. The agency also [?]announced preliminary countervailing duties on the  three countries in February. 
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																LONDON - Arsenal can reclaim the Premier League summit this weekend as in-form Manchester City focus on the FA Cup, while Tottenham and West Ham battle to avoid the final relegation spot.
Mikel Arteta's Gunners have watched their imposing nine-point lead vanish quickly, with City currently top on goals scored.

One relegation spot remains to be decided after Wolves and Burnley dropped into the second tier this week while the battle for European football is tight.

AFP Sport looks at three talking points ahead of the action:

Arsenal's last chance

Manchester City and Arsenal are locked together on 70 points, with five games left. Both teams have a plus-37 goal difference.

Two things separate the teams -- the number of goals scored and experience of getting over the line.

City, who have netted three more times than Arsenal, have never failed to go on and win the title having led after 33 games or more in the Premier League.

The Gunners, who lost 2-1 at the Etihad last weekend, can return to the top with a win or a draw at home to Newcastle, with City taking on Southampton in the FA Cup semi-finals.

The following week, Mikel Arteta's men play first, meaning they could be six points clear before City face Everton on May 4.

Perennial runners-up Arsenal, who have the easier run-in on paper, must shrug off their recent collapse and put the pressure back on City.

The Blues, currently topping the table for the first time since August, are favourites but it is not over yet.

Spurs scrap

Tottenham desperately need a win at relegated Wolves on Saturday to restore hope that they can avoid dropping down to the second tier for the first time in nearly 50 years.

The London team, now under the leadership of Roberto De Zerbi, are still winless in the Premier League since December after conceding a late goal in last weekend's draw with Brighton.

Spurs, 18th in the table, are two points from safety with five games left.

This week the club posted an advert for a lead psychologist as De Zerbi focuses on improving the squad's mentality.

"I have no time to see negative people, to see sad players or sad assistants," the Italian said after the Brighton match.

West Ham, in 17th spot, host Everton on Saturday while Nottingham Forest, three points above the Hammers, travel to face Sunderland on Friday. Leeds, on 40 points, are all but safe.

Analysts Opta predict Spurs will go down but a win could inject new confidence into the side.

Champions League race alive

The heat has come out of the race to finish in the top five, with Manchester United, Aston Villa and Liverpool all comfortably on course to secure Champions League football next season.

In-form Brighton have not given up the chase, even though they are five points behind fifth-placed Liverpool and have played a game extra.

Fabian Hurzeler's men, who destroyed hapless Chelsea 3-0 this week, have won six of their past eight league games to stay in the hunt.

And the side that finishes sixth could still qualify for Europe's top club competition, giving extra incentive to a clutch of clubs from Brighton, in sixth spot, all the way down to Fulham, in 12th.

For that to happen, Villa would need to win the Europa League and finish fifth in the Premier League.

Fixtures (all times GMT)

Friday

Sunderland v Nottingham Forest (1900)

Saturday (1400 unless stated)

Fulham v Aston Villa (1130), Liverpool v Crystal Palace, West Ham v Everton, Wolves v Tottenham, Arsenal v Newcastle (1630)

Monday

Manchester United v Brentford (1900)
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																WASHINGTON -- Israel and Lebanon on Thursday extended a shaky ceasefire by three weeks, United States President Donald Trump announced Thursday, as he voiced hope for a historic three-way meeting soon and a potential peace deal.
Trump, at a standstill in negotiations with Iran, spoke in glowing terms of peace prospects for Lebanon, even as Hezbollah fired new rockets following deadly Israeli strikes.

"I think there's a very good chance of having peace. I think it should be an easy one," Trump told reporters as he met in the White House with ambassadors of the two countries, which have no diplomatic relations.

Trump announced that a ceasefire would be extended by three weeks. An initial truce was announced after the first meeting between the ambassadors on April 14 and was due to expire on Sunday.

He said that he expected Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Lebanese President Joseph Aoun to meet jointly with him at the White House during the ceasefire.

The two leaders "over the next couple of weeks will be coming here," Trump said.

Aoun earlier denied an account by Trump that he would speak by telephone with Netanyahu.

Lebanese officials said before the meeting that they were seeking a one-month ceasefire extension. Aoun said it should include "a halt to the destruction of homes and attacks on civilians, places of worship, journalists and the medical and educational sectors."

Israel last month launched a major attack on Lebanon, killing over 2,450 people and displacing one million, according to authorities.

The offensive came in response to fire by Hezbollah, which has vowed to avenge Israel's killing of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, at the start of the US-Israel war on Feb 28.

Israel's ambassador to Washington, Yechiel Leiter, said that his country wanted a peace deal with the Lebanese government and believed Hezbollah has been weakened by the attacks on Iran's cleric-run state.

"We're united with the Lebanese government in wanting to rid the country of this malign influence called Hezbollah," he said.

The two countries have been at war for decades and until last week had not met so directly since 1993.

New violence despite truce

Just as the ambassadors were meeting with Trump, Hezbollah announced that it had fired rockets at northern Israel "in response to the Israeli enemy's violation of the ceasefire."

Israel said that the launches were intercepted.

Israeli strikes killed five people in Lebanon on Wednesday, as Israel continues to hit what it says are Hezbollah targets despite the ceasefire.

Lebanon's state-run National News Agency on Thursday reported an Israeli drone strike on a vehicle near Nabatieh, around 35 kilometres (22 miles) north of the border with Israel.

Under the truce terms, Israel says it reserves the right to act against "planned, imminent or ongoing attacks."

Hezbollah also claimed at least two attacks on Israeli troops in southern Lebanon and said it targeted a reconnaissance drone.

Among the dead on Wednesday was a Lebanese newspaper journalist, Amal Khalil.

Israeli troops have also taken over southern Lebanese villages in a 10-kilometre (six-mile) deep "security zone" from its border.

Iran had demanded the truce in Lebanon as a condition to resume talks with Washington on a permanent end to weeks of war.

Iran refused to attend a second round of talks with the United States this week due to an ongoing US naval blockade.

But Trump extended a truce with Iran indefinitely.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3243104/israel-lebanon-extend-ceasefire-as-trump-hopes-for-historic-deal



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Vacant land owners urged to use plots to cut burden								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Several land plots advertised for sale in Soi Suan Phak in Bangkok's Taling Chan district. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has urged owners of vacant land to utilise their plots to reduce the burden of the land and building tax (File photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
											
																							
													Several land plots advertised for sale in Soi Suan Phak in Bangkok's Taling Chan district. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has urged owners of vacant land to utilise their plots to reduce the burden of the land and building tax (File photo: Chanat Katanyu)												

																					

									

																The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) has urged owners of vacant land to utilise their plots to reduce the burden of the land and building tax, as rules on agricultural use claims will be tightened to prevent tax avoidance from next year.
[image: ]


Aekvarunyoo Amrapala, assistant secretary to the Governor of Bangkok, said the Treasury Department is preparing new regulations requiring land registered for agricultural use to be used for commercial farming, rather than token cultivation aimed solely at avoiding tax.

"We held a joint meeting two months ago, during which criteria were discussed to specify the number of trees or plants per square metre required for land to qualify as agricultural use," he said.

"The new regulations are expected to take effect for next year's tax assessment."

The Treasury Department is responsible for appraising land and property values used as the basis for tax calculation, as well as issuing rules and guidelines. This includes definitions of land use categories such as residential, agricultural and commercial, which determine applicable tax rates.

Agricultural land owned by individuals is subject to a progressive tax rate of 0.01-0.1% on the portion of appraised value exceeding 50 million baht.

For example, if a plot is valued at 51 million baht, the tax is calculated at 0.01% on the excess 1 million baht, resulting in a payable tax of 100 baht.

If the land does not qualify as agricultural use and is deemed vacant, it is subject to a progressive tax rate of 0.3-0.7%. This means the same plot would incur a tax of 154,000 baht.

Mr Aekvarunyoo said if owners of vacant land are unable to find tenants or wish to hold their land without incurring tax liabilities, they can enrol their plots in the BMA's "15-minute garden" scheme.

Under the scheme's criteria, landowners, whether individuals or juristic persons, can propose plots of any size to the BMA for consideration, with no minimum land area required.

Landlocked plots with no access to a public road as well as farmland and ponds do not qualify for the scheme.

Once approved, landowners must invest in developing the land into a public park in line with BMA requirements and enter into a lease agreement with the authority for a period of seven years, with the agreement registered on the land title deed.

If the BMA undertakes the development, the lease term will be 10 years, said Mr Aekvarunyoo.

"This lease will be rent-free. Landowners will not earn rental income, but while the land is used as a public park, they will be exempt from the land and building tax," he said.

"Although there is no income, there will also be no tax expense."

Some 74 privately owned land plots in Bangkok have joined the scheme since it began in 2020.

The smallest plot measures just six square metres, located on Soi Thong Lor, and has been developed into a pocket garden with seating for public use.

The plot with the highest tax liability under the scheme is a four-rai site in the Klong Toey area near Bon Kai, which would otherwise incur an annual land and building tax of around 10 million baht.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/property/3242960/vacant-land-owners-urged-to-use-plots-to-cut-burden



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Siam Cement set to close Vietnam plant next month								

								War constricts raw material supply
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Siam Cement plans to close its Long Son Petrochemicals plant in Vietnam around mid-May because of a shortage of raw materials.]
											
																							
													Siam Cement plans to close its Long Son Petrochemicals plant in Vietnam around mid-May because of a shortage of raw materials.												

																					

									

																Concerns over a raw material shortage in Thailand's manufacturing sector are growing after Siam Cement (SCC) announced a temporary suspension of its Vietnam petrochemical complex because the prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz is causing constraints in feedstock procurement.
Shares of SCC plunged by nearly 8% in morning trade on Thursday after the industrial conglomerate informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand about the temporary suspension of operations at Long Son Petrochemicals Co Ltd Vietnam (LSP) on or around mid-May 2026.

The halt at LSP, a subsidiary of SCC's chemicals business, is expected to incur a fixed cash cost of roughly 250 million baht per month, Thammasak Sethaudom, the company's president and chief executive, said in its filing.

The decision follows a temporary shutdown of the group's Rayong Olefins (ROC) plant in March, citing the war in the Middle East.

"The situation in the Middle East has lingered and is highly uncertain, with no clear indication of near-term resolution," he said, adding the strait blockage is beyond SCC's control and has continued to drive up costs and constrain supply of feedstock.

Operations of other plants within the group's chemicals business, as well as other Siam Cement Group businesses, are continuing as normal, with operating adjustments made in line with the uncertain situation, noted Mr Thammasak.

SCC plans to monitor the situation and adjust its operating plans in response to the ongoing uncertainty, while giving due consideration to customers and all relevant stakeholders, he said.

Kitpon Praipaisarnkit, vice-president of UOB Kay Hian Securities, said more companies are likely to face temporary shutdowns similar to SCC in the second quarter as supply of crude oil and naphtha sourced from the Middle East tightens.

"The company does not have its own refinery unit and sourced raw materials mostly from the conflict zone. As the war drags on, SCC will be affected more than other industry peers," said Mr Kitpon.

Yuanta Securities said the LSP shutdown in mid-May comes earlier than the brokerage's forecast, which was based on the company's guidance that the complex could continue operations for two months.

During the temporary suspension, LSP will carry out maintenance activities and expedite preparations for the project to increase ethane gas feedstock at the Vietnam plant, which is scheduled for commercial operation in late 2027.

"Even though this is a temporary shutdown, it takes time to resume a petrochemical plant's production," said Natapon Khamthakrue, assistant managing director of securities analysis at Yuanta Securities (Thailand). Other petrochemical producers, including PTT Global Chemical (PTTGC), Indorama Ventures (IVL) and IRPC, could increase their spreads during the shutdown of SCC units, he said.
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																WASHINGTON (UNITED STATES) - Iran's footballers will be welcome at this year's World Cup, Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Thursday, distancing the US government from a proposal that Italy could take their place in the tournament.
Speaking to reporters in the Oval Office, Rubio denied that Washington had asked the Iranian team not to come to the World Cup -- but warned the United States may yet bar entry to members of the Iranian delegation it judged to have ties to Tehran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which is regarded as a terrorist organization by Washington and several other governments.

No-one "from the US has told them they can't come," Rubio said of Iran's World Cup participation.

"The problem with Iran, it would be not their athletes, it would be some of the other people (they) would want to bring with them, some of whom have ties to the IRGC. We may not be able to let them in, but not the athletes themselves," Rubio added.

Rubio was responding to a reported proposal from Italy-born US special envoy Paolo Zampolli, who told the Financial Times he had floated the idea of Italy taking Iran's World Cup place to US President Donald Trump and football's world governing body FIFA.

The proposal was dismissed out of hand by the Italian government and sports officials earlier Thursday.

Rubio said the proposal did not reflect the US government's position.

"I don't know where that's coming from, other than speculation that Iran may decide not to come, and Italy would fill their spot," Rubio said. "But that's if they decide not to come on their own, it's because they decided not to come."

Zampolli told the Financial Times on Wednesday it would be a "dream" to see Italy at the finals in the United States, Mexico and Canada despite the fact they lost in a qualification playoff last month.

- 'Not possible' -

However, Italy's sports minister Andrea Abodi said on Thursday that a reinstatement of Italy "first, is not possible; second, is not appropriate, you qualify on the pitch", according to Italian news agencies ANSA and AGI.

That view was echoed by the president of Italy's Olympic committee, Luciano Buonfiglio.

"I would feel offended. You have to earn your place in the World Cup," he said.

The Iranian embassy to Rome responded saying that the suggestion showed US "moral bankruptcy" and that Italy did not need "political privileges" to demonstrate its football greatness.

Italy has won the World Cup four times, but it missed out on the tournament for a third successive time after losing a penalty shootout to Bosnia and Herzegovina in their qualifying playoff final.

Iran's participation at the World Cup has been thrown into doubt by the war with the US and Israel that broke out on February 28.

The Iranian football federation (FFIRI) had said in April it was "negotiating" with FIFA to relocate the country's World Cup matches from the United States to Mexico.

But FIFA President Gianni Infantino told AFP last month that Iran will be at the World Cup and that they will play "where they are supposed to be, according to the draw".

The FIFA chief reiterated that stance in Washington last week.

When contacted by AFP about Zampolli's suggestion on Thursday, FIFA referred to Infantino's recent comments.

In 2022, Zampolli made a similar suggestion, proposing to FIFA that Italy should replace Iran at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar because of the Islamic Republic's crackdown on protesters at that time. His proposal fell on deaf ears.

Zampolli is an Italian-American socialite, businessman and founder of a modelling agency, who claims to have introduced Trump to his current wife Melania Trump.

burs/rcw/md
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																The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has concluded its investigation into former transport minister Saksayam Chidchob, saying that there is no evidence that he intentionally filed false asset declarations or concealed information.
NACC spokesman Surapong Intharathaworn said the commission's decision was based on a comprehensive review of evidence and legal considerations, following public scrutiny of the case.

The probe focused first on Mr Saksayam's asset and liability disclosures, which he submitted six times during his tenure as a member of parliament and as transport minister, Mr Surapong said.

None of the filings listed shares in Buri Charoen Construction, he added.

However, the NACC noted that this omission must be assessed alongside the factual circumstances of share ownership, he said.

Although the shares had been formally transferred to a third party in 2018, the Constitutional Court ruled in 2024 that Mr Saksayam effectively remained a shareholder through a proxy arrangement, a violation of constitutional provisions that led to the termination of his ministerial status, Mr Surapong said.

The NACC said the decision to clear the former minister came after several of the asset declarations had already been submitted, he noted.

Based on the evidence, the commission found that the share transfer and registration changes occurred before Mr Saksayam assumed office, and there was no indication he was involved in managing the company afterwards.

It therefore concluded Mr Saksayam had reasonable grounds to believe in good faith that he was not required to declare the shares, Mr Surapong said.

Following the Constitutional Court's ruling, Mr Saksayam pursued legal action to reclaim rights to the shares, eventually resolving the matter through a settlement, which included asset transactions in accordance with the terms, he said.

After the case concluded, Mr Saksayam updated his asset declarations with supporting documentation, Mr Surapong said.

The NACC verified that the assets existed and found no irregularities, approving the disclosure of its findings to the public, he added.

Regarding allegations that Mr Saksayam abused his ministerial position to benefit Buri Charoen Construction, the NACC said it examined extensive evidence, including testimony from more than 25 witnesses and data from agencies, such as the Transport Ministry and the Department of Highways, he said.

The investigation found that all procurement projects involving the company were conducted through standard electronic bidding procedures, with no evidence of political interference, Mr Surapong said. Approval authority rested with departmental heads rather than the minister, he noted.

Contract data analysis also showed that Buri Charoen Construction secured an average of about 27 contracts per year during Mr Saksayam's tenure, a figure not significantly different from previous periods, he said.

The commission stressed that its stance on the former minister's asset declarations is separate from the Constitutional Court's decision regarding Mr Saksayam's ministerial status, and the two do not conflict legally, he said.

However, a related complaint concerning possible serious ethical violations remains under review, he noted.
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																Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative, following an improvement in Thailand's sovereign outlook.
On Wednesday, Moody's announced the changes for: Bangkok Bank (BBL), Krungthai Bank (KTB), Kasikornbank (KBank), Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), SCB X (the holding company of SCB), TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), and state-owned Export-Import Bank of Thailand.

The upgrade follows the affirmation of the Thai government's Baa1 rating and the revision of its outlook to stable from negative. Other Thai banks were not affected by this sovereign rating action.

The firm said the revision to a stable outlook reflects reduced downside risks from US tariffs, manageable risks stemming from the Middle East conflict, improving investment momentum, and political stability supported by a sizeable parliamentary majority.

Moody's assumes a very high likelihood of government support for these financial institutions in times of need.

The rating action is also based on a baseline scenario in which the impact of the Middle East conflict on energy markets remains contained, despite ongoing disruptions to oil supply and limited damage to production or infrastructure.

Moody's noted these institutions' credit profiles could be vulnerable under a more adverse conflict scenario, given their exposure to macro-financial risk transmission channels, potentially resulting in a more significant deterioration in creditworthiness.

BBL, KTB, KBank, SCB and ttb are classified as domestic systemically important banks and maintain capital levels exceeding the requirements set by the Bank of Thailand, which mandates a minimum Tier 1 capital ratio of 9.5%.

As of March 31 this year, the Tier 1 capital ratios on a consolidated basis were: BBL tallied 16.4%, KTB 18.6%, KBank 18.0%, SCB X 16.9%, SCB 17.3%, and ttb 17.7%.

According to BBL's financial statement submitted to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, global economic uncertainty driven by geopolitical tensions in the Middle East and elevated energy prices is expected to keep inflation high in the near term.

The bank stated it will maintain a prudent approach to operations, with a strong focus on disciplined risk management.

KBank projects Thai economic growth of 0.8-1.2% this year, depending on escalating tensions in the Middle East.

The bank and its subsidiaries will continue to maintain prudent expected credit loss policies and strong capital buffers to navigate domestic and global volatility, according to the statement.
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																Concerns over a raw material shortage in Thailand's manufacturing sector are growing after Siam Cement (SCC) announced a temporary suspension of its Vietnam petrochemical complex because the prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz is causing constraints in feedstock procurement.
Shares of SCC plunged by nearly 8% in morning trade on Thursday after the industrial conglomerate informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand about the temporary suspension of operations at Long Son Petrochemicals Co Ltd Vietnam (LSP) on or around mid-May 2026.

The halt at LSP, a subsidiary of SCC's chemicals business, is expected to incur a fixed cash cost of roughly 250 million baht per month, Thammasak Sethaudom, the company's president and chief executive, said in its filing.

The decision follows a temporary shutdown of the group's Rayong Olefins (ROC) plant in March, citing the war in the Middle East.

"The situation in the Middle East has lingered and is highly uncertain, with no clear indication of near-term resolution," he said, adding the strait blockage is beyond SCC's control and has continued to drive up costs and constrain supply of feedstock.

Operations of other plants within the group's chemicals business, as well as other Siam Cement Group businesses, are continuing as normal, with operating adjustments made in line with the uncertain situation, noted Mr Thammasak.

SCC plans to monitor the situation and adjust its operating plans in response to the ongoing uncertainty, while giving due consideration to customers and all relevant stakeholders, he said.

Kitpon Praipaisarnkit, vice-president of UOB Kay Hian Securities, said more companies are likely to face temporary shutdowns similar to SCC in the second quarter as supply of crude oil and naphtha sourced from the Middle East tightens.

"The company does not have its own refinery unit and sourced raw materials mostly from the conflict zone. As the war drags on, SCC will be affected more than other industry peers," said Mr Kitpon.

Yuanta Securities said the LSP shutdown in mid-May comes earlier than the brokerage's forecast, which was based on the company's guidance that the complex could continue operations for two months.

During the temporary suspension, LSP will carry out maintenance activities and expedite preparations for the project to increase ethane gas feedstock at the Vietnam plant, which is scheduled for commercial operation in late 2027.

"Even though this is a temporary shutdown, it takes time to resume a petrochemical plant's production," said Natapon Khamthakrue, assistant managing director of securities analysis at Yuanta Securities (Thailand). Other petrochemical producers, including PTT Global Chemical (PTTGC), Indorama Ventures (IVL) and IRPC, could increase their spreads during the shutdown of SCC units, he said.
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																The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has concluded its investigation into former transport minister Saksayam Chidchob, saying that there is no evidence that he intentionally filed false asset declarations or concealed information.
NACC spokesman Surapong Intharathaworn said the commission's decision was based on a comprehensive review of evidence and legal considerations, following public scrutiny of the case.

The probe focused first on Mr Saksayam's asset and liability disclosures, which he submitted six times during his tenure as a member of parliament and as transport minister, Mr Surapong said.

None of the filings listed shares in Buri Charoen Construction, he added.

However, the NACC noted that this omission must be assessed alongside the factual circumstances of share ownership, he said.

Although the shares had been formally transferred to a third party in 2018, the Constitutional Court ruled in 2024 that Mr Saksayam effectively remained a shareholder through a proxy arrangement, a violation of constitutional provisions that led to the termination of his ministerial status, Mr Surapong said.

The NACC said the decision to clear the former minister came after several of the asset declarations had already been submitted, he noted.

Based on the evidence, the commission found that the share transfer and registration changes occurred before Mr Saksayam assumed office, and there was no indication he was involved in managing the company afterwards.

It therefore concluded Mr Saksayam had reasonable grounds to believe in good faith that he was not required to declare the shares, Mr Surapong said.

Following the Constitutional Court's ruling, Mr Saksayam pursued legal action to reclaim rights to the shares, eventually resolving the matter through a settlement, which included asset transactions in accordance with the terms, he said.

After the case concluded, Mr Saksayam updated his asset declarations with supporting documentation, Mr Surapong said.

The NACC verified that the assets existed and found no irregularities, approving the disclosure of its findings to the public, he added.

Regarding allegations that Mr Saksayam abused his ministerial position to benefit Buri Charoen Construction, the NACC said it examined extensive evidence, including testimony from more than 25 witnesses and data from agencies, such as the Transport Ministry and the Department of Highways, he said.

The investigation found that all procurement projects involving the company were conducted through standard electronic bidding procedures, with no evidence of political interference, Mr Surapong said. Approval authority rested with departmental heads rather than the minister, he noted.

Contract data analysis also showed that Buri Charoen Construction secured an average of about 27 contracts per year during Mr Saksayam's tenure, a figure not significantly different from previous periods, he said.

The commission stressed that its stance on the former minister's asset declarations is separate from the Constitutional Court's decision regarding Mr Saksayam's ministerial status, and the two do not conflict legally, he said.

However, a related complaint concerning possible serious ethical violations remains under review, he noted.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3242920/antigraft-body-defends-ruling-on-saksayam



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Moody's upgrades ratings for 7 financial institutions								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Thai banks exhibit at a recent Money Expo. Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative. (Photo: Money Expo)]
											
																							
													Thai banks exhibit at a recent Money Expo. Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative. (Photo: Money Expo)												

																					

									

																Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative, following an improvement in Thailand's sovereign outlook.
On Wednesday, Moody's announced the changes for: Bangkok Bank (BBL), Krungthai Bank (KTB), Kasikornbank (KBank), Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), SCB X (the holding company of SCB), TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), and state-owned Export-Import Bank of Thailand.

The upgrade follows the affirmation of the Thai government's Baa1 rating and the revision of its outlook to stable from negative. Other Thai banks were not affected by this sovereign rating action.

The firm said the revision to a stable outlook reflects reduced downside risks from US tariffs, manageable risks stemming from the Middle East conflict, improving investment momentum, and political stability supported by a sizeable parliamentary majority.

Moody's assumes a very high likelihood of government support for these financial institutions in times of need.

The rating action is also based on a baseline scenario in which the impact of the Middle East conflict on energy markets remains contained, despite ongoing disruptions to oil supply and limited damage to production or infrastructure.

Moody's noted these institutions' credit profiles could be vulnerable under a more adverse conflict scenario, given their exposure to macro-financial risk transmission channels, potentially resulting in a more significant deterioration in creditworthiness.

BBL, KTB, KBank, SCB and ttb are classified as domestic systemically important banks and maintain capital levels exceeding the requirements set by the Bank of Thailand, which mandates a minimum Tier 1 capital ratio of 9.5%.

As of March 31 this year, the Tier 1 capital ratios on a consolidated basis were: BBL tallied 16.4%, KTB 18.6%, KBank 18.0%, SCB X 16.9%, SCB 17.3%, and ttb 17.7%.

According to BBL's financial statement submitted to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, global economic uncertainty driven by geopolitical tensions in the Middle East and elevated energy prices is expected to keep inflation high in the near term.

The bank stated it will maintain a prudent approach to operations, with a strong focus on disciplined risk management.

KBank projects Thai economic growth of 0.8-1.2% this year, depending on escalating tensions in the Middle East.

The bank and its subsidiaries will continue to maintain prudent expected credit loss policies and strong capital buffers to navigate domestic and global volatility, according to the statement.
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																Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has unveiled five key policies aimed at reducing living costs, lifting incomes, and creating opportunities for businesses of all sizes.
The measures comprise: easing living costs for households while increasing incomes for businesses and local communities; maintaining price stability and adding value to agricultural products; enhancing the capabilities of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and local communities; promoting balanced exports; and leveraging technology to improve government services and remove regulatory barriers.

Mrs Suphajee said the effective implementation of these policies requires close collaboration with other ministries and agencies, as well as specialists in each field, through an issue-based management approach.

The ministry launched the "Thai Chuay Thai" campaign on April 1, offering discounts of up to 58% on more than 3,000 consumer items across leading wholesale and retail chains nationwide.

Since its launch, sales of house-branded and second-tier items have increased by 16%, while sales of major brands have declined, according to the Department of Business Development.

[image: ]



Starting next month, the campaign will enable local SME producers to distribute their products on participating online platforms, she noted. The ministry and relevant agencies aim to recruit and select 2,000 potential SMEs to join the project.

In the initial phase, platforms will waive the gross profit fee for SMEs, while the ministry will subsidise delivery fees and offer a 100-baht discount coupon to buyers, said Mrs Suphajee.

Essential goods via the campaign will be available at district offices nationwide every Friday, starting May 1, noted the ministry.

Regarding agricultural products, she said the Commerce Ministry is collaborating with the Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry to improve product quality and production controls to meet market demand.

"Zoning will be critical in determining the most suitable crops and fertilisers for each area, ensuring effective cultivation and optimal yields," said Mrs Suphajee.

She emphasised the importance of adding value to agricultural products through processing and the promotion of geographical indications.

"Processing will help manage excess supply and extend shelf life," said Mrs Suphajee.

The ministry also supports the establishment of community collection centres for agricultural products, and has empowered SMEs through training projects, she said.

"We prioritise promoting franchises because this enables SMEs to grow rapidly with minimal investment," said Mrs Suphajee.

"We also encourage potential franchisees to pursue expansion into overseas markets."

The ministry wants a more balanced export portfolio and plans to promote products with higher local content as well as Made in Thailand goods, while maintaining existing markets such as the US and China.

One goal is greater expansion into Europe, Latin America, India and Africa, she said.

"We will focus more on promoting high-value and experiential tourism, wellness tourism, and the longevity economy," said Mrs Suphajee.

The ministry continues to leverage technology to improve services. For example, it is developing a rice dashboard to better manage supply, while promoting digital government initiatives to reduce paperwork across agencies.
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																The Bank of Thailand is allowing virtual bank applicants to adopt various approaches to comply with regulatory requirements that aim to prevent conflicts of interest among affiliated businesses.
Chayawadee Chai-anant, the central bank's assistant governor for corporate relations and spokesperson, spoke on Thursday to clarify virtual bank regulations following reports that retail giant CP All Plc proposed restructuring to integrate three key subsidiaries into a virtual banking infrastructure. This move was allegedly opposed by its independent directors.

Ms Chayawadee said under the central bank's regulatory framework, applicants are required to consolidate financial businesses under their control into a single business group, separated from non-financial (real sector) operations.

"The regulation is intended to ensure effective risk supervision of financial activities and to prevent conflicts of interest, whereby a virtual bank could inappropriately benefit affiliated businesses, both within and outside the financial sector," she said.

To meet the objectives of the Finance Ministry's notification, Ms Chayawadee said virtual bank applicants may adopt several approaches, such as transferring relevant financial business units -- without necessarily restructuring entire entities -- into the same group as the virtual bank.

Other options include reducing shareholdings in financial businesses to relinquish controlling power, surrendering licences for non-material financial activities, taking alternative actions aligned with regulatory objectives, or submitting applications without restructuring accompanied by supporting justifications for consideration.

All applicants are required to submit supporting documents and evidence to both the central bank and the Finance Ministry for joint evaluation of the appropriateness of granting virtual bank licences.

Last Friday, CP All, a subsidiary of Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group, held a board meeting in which its independent directors opposed the transfer of subsidiaries Counter Service, Thai Smart Card and CPAXT into the group's virtual bank structure.

The company stated the proposed transfers were based on the central bank's regulations and recommendations.

In June last year, the regulator announced the three successful applicants to establish the country's first batch of virtual banks.

These entities are required to proceed in accordance with the Finance Ministry's notification on the rules, procedures and conditions for virtual bank licences, which have been in effect since Feb 20, 2024.

The central bank expects virtual bank operations to commence in June this year.

The winners are ACM Holding Co (TrueMoney), backed by the CP Group; Krungthai Bank, in collaboration with Advanced Info Service Plc and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc; and the SCB X consortium, which includes South Korea's KakaoBank and WeBank.
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																Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas admitted that the government may need to issue an emergency loan decree if funds reclaimed from last year's budget prove to be insufficient to support citizens during the ongoing global energy crisis.
At a parliamentary session on Thursday, Democrat Party deputy leader Korn Chatikavanij pressed Mr Ekniti to clarify reports which claim the government is preparing to take out a 500-billion-baht emergency loan to stabilise the economy.

Mr Ekniti said such action is sanctioned by Section 172 of the Constitution, which is applicable in cases of urgent necessity with no viable alternatives.

He emphasised that the government is assessing available resources that could be reallocated, but warned that preparations must be made.

"We must keep ammunition ready, in case reclaimed funds are insufficient. Additional financing may be required to support affected citizens and guide the country through this crisis," he said.

Sirikanya Tansakun, deputy leader of the People's Party, warned that additional borrowing could push public debt beyond 70% of GDP, potentially undermining investor confidence and risking Thailand's investment-grade credit rating.

She highlighted rising debt-servicing costs, which are projected to consume an increasing share of government revenue in the coming years.

Ms Sirikanya argued that any new borrowing must be deployed strategically, not merely for short-term relief but to drive structural reforms -- such as modernising energy infrastructure and fostering new industries -- capable of sustaining long-term economic growth.

Mr Korn also queried the findings of a 15-day study by a committee chaired by Mr Ekniti on appropriate fuel cost structures and pressed the government on alleged excess refining profits over the past two months.

Mr Ekniti conceded that the committee's review found refinery margins were based largely on reference figures tied to Singapore benchmarks rather than actual domestic costs, and did not fully reflect extraordinary conditions such as the Middle East conflict.

The study urged a recalibration so that refining costs better mirror reality.

He added that the committee suggested invoking powers under the 1973 Oil Shortage Emergency Decree, enabling the Energy Policy Administration Committee to curb excess refinery returns.
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																Southern tourism operators are calling for more government support and incentives for the green transition, as Phuket recently hosted an international sustainable tourism conference in a bid to create global recognition in this sector.
"The Middle East and the energy conflict create a great opportunity for operators to rethink their practices to make them more sustainable, which can also help them save on costs," said Wichupan Phukaoluan Srisanya, president of the Thai Hotels Association's southern chapter.

The Global Sustainable Tourism Conference 2026 was held in Phuket this week, joined by more than 580 delegates from 55 countries, strengthening the island's positioning on sustainable tourism.

Ms Wichupan said that as tourism contributes the majority of the Andaman provinces' GDP, the region is ready to be the pilot destination for green tourism in Thailand, especially as the private sector has been driving these policies for several years, involving both environmental and social impacts.

However, the public sector is unable to match sustainable transition demand, she noted.

The government should encourage more operators to enter the Tourism Authority of Thailand's Sustainable Tourism Acceleration Rating programme, which is considered among the most basic self-assessment sustainable tourism standards.

A three-star standard meets only three criteria of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals.

Some smaller operators face obstacles related to high investment costs and complicated processes in obtaining advanced certifications.

Once these initial thresholds are met, higher-level certifications can then be pursued, such as Green Hotel Plus or other standards accredited by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC).

Thanawat Ongcharoen, the association's vice-president, said the government has gradually improved support for green tourism to certain levels, such as the Energy Ministry's tax reduction for utilising more efficient electricity appliances, but there is more to be done.

Despite the availability of plenty of green loans, the interest rate is not attractive enough to encourage businesses to invest in greener technology such as solar cells.

Mr Thanawat said licensed operators should access more benefits for sustainable investment, compared with unregistered operators.

"There should be more close collaboration between private and public sectors to write a roadmap for a sustainability journey, as well as consistent working," he said.

SLOW TRANSITION

Randy Durband, chief executive of GSTC, said that Thailand is not the only place struggling with a slow green transition, but there are already efforts pushing hotels and tourism businesses to be more sustainable.

Mr Durband said that globally, only 1-2% of hotels and accommodation providers have received GSTC's accreditation.

Research by global online travel agents in the last five years suggested that travellers want more sustainable trips.

For Thailand, tourism needs more cohesive management of different tourism standards, as there are too many standards offered by various organisations in the market, he said.

While top Thai hospitality brands such as Centara and Dusit have made progress in developing sustainability standards, small and independent hotels need more training support.

Overall knowledge training should be conducted more broadly across Thailand, as it does not require high costs, Mr Durband added.

He said the energy crisis could drive a greater green transition, as people look for new ways to reduce operating costs by adopting green technologies and practices.

Surasak Phancharoenworakul, the tourism and sports minister, said the government has placed sustainability at the core of the national development agenda.

He said Thailand is promoting clean energy and electric mobility, as well as developing a new carbon credit market and a more accessible capital programme for operators.

It is also encouraging tourism distribution towards secondary cities and less congested destinations.
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																A former naval reconnaissance officer arrested on Wednesday has admitted to being the gunman in an attack on a Narathiwat MP, say police, though they remain sceptical of his claim about the identity of the mastermind.
The four other suspects have also confessed but their conflicting accounts have failed to shed light on who ordered the attack, investigators said on Thursday.

Lt Wirote Katemanee reportedly told police he did not kill Prachachat Party MP Kamonsak Leewamoh due to hesitation at the moment he pulled the trigger. Although Mr Kamonsak escaped unharmed, his driver and an escort police officer were seriously injured in the incident in Bacho district on March 20.

The culprits used a pickup truck owned by the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) to carry out the crime. The vehicle was quickly dismantled after the incident.

Pol Gen Samran Nualma, a deputy national police chief, said on Thursday that Lt Wirote admitted to borrowing the vehicle before the shooting, with further details under investigation.

Four other suspects held in the case are former naval officer Somporn Langdetch; Alavi Lawae, the driver; Sunthorn Phrompakdee, the owner of the garage that dismantled the truck; and Thanapat Watthanapinyo, a former ranger and another gunman.

According to reports, during questioning overnight Lt Wirote initially confessed that he was the one assigned to shoot at Kamonsak. He said he had come to Narathiwat because he knew Mr Somporn, from whom he learned about the planned attack.

Police said the suspect told them that he had stayed in Narathiwat with Mr Somporn for about one month before the incident after returning to Thailand, having previously worked abroad with the United Nations for 16 years.

Lt Wirote told investigators in Bangkok that he did not know who the mastermind was. Other suspects have also admitted to their roles but tossed details back and forth, leaving the identity of the main player unclear, Pol Gen Samran said.

Reports said the shooting did not result in death because the gunman hesitated and instead fired at the front of the vehicle. Police, however, are not yet convinced and will continue to expand the investigation.

Tracked down in Myanmar

Lt Wirote is the fifth and final suspect in custody. He was arrested in Kanchanaburi after being handed over by the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) at a natural border crossing known as Hok Phan Rai in Sangkhla Buri district of the western province.

According to local media reports, after the shooting Lt Wirote fled to Trang, then to Phangnga, Ratchaburi and Kanchanaburi before crossing the border into Myanmar.

The suspect was brought to the Phaya Thai police station in Bangkok late Wednesday night before being put on a flight to Narathiwat on Thursday morning.

Pol Maj Gen Prayong Kotsakha, commander of Narathiwat Provincial Police, led the interrogation after Lt Wirote arrived in the province.

The suspect reportedly told them that Mr Somporn was the mastermind and the one who gave all the orders. He said he accepted the job because he personally resented MP Kamonsak because of his human rights work in the area, Pol Maj Gen Prayong said.

However, the commander said police are not yet convinced. The facts will depend on further review of forensic and circumstantial evidence, he added.

Pol Maj Gen Prayong also said he personally believed it would be too reckless for Lt Wirote to act solely out of personal resentment, given that he is a highly experienced soldier who has undergone training and worked abroad.

Authorities will seek approval from the Narathiwat Provincial Court to detain Mr Wirote on Friday, he added.

Mr Kamonsak is well known for representing people affected by the insurgency as well as unfair treatment by authorities in southern Thailand, which has raised suspicions about who might have wanted him silenced.

The fact that an Isoc-owned vehicle was involved and that three of the five suspects had military backgrounds has further fuelled public concern.

Isoc officials in southern Thailand, where it has a huge presence of about 60,000 personnel, have said they are cooperating with police in the investigation.


	Related: PM and general apologise for latter's troubling statements
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									Refinery margin cuts increased to B5 per litre								

								Minister says change might not translate to lower pump prices right away
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																A government panel has increased the reduction in the refining margin to 5 baht per litre, from 2 baht earlier, in a move aimed at easing fuel costs.
The change, approved on Thursday by the Energy Policy Administration Committee, will take effect from Friday until May 9, Energy Minister Akanat Promphan said.

A further reduction of 3 baht per litre will be imposed after May 9, he added.

Data from early April showed that margins at Thailand's six main petroleum refineries had risen to an average of 14 baht per litre. However, refiners said they needed to cover higher-than-usual costs -- including insurance and transport -- because of the impact of the Middle East war.

The Ministry of Energy asked refiners to submit evidence to support their argument and assessed actual figures to determine an appropriate margin, with excess profits redirected to reduce fuel prices.

Mr Akanat said the calculation covers all petroleum products, including petrol and diesel. In the first two weeks of April, excess refining gains exceeded 5 billion baht and were used to subsidise diesel, which has seen the sharpest price increases.

The latest estimates show around 4 billion baht in excess gains, with a further 5 billion baht expected, which can be used for refinery-level price reductions.

Asked whether the margin cuts would immediately translate into lower pump prices, Mr Akanat said the figure represents only the base price at the refinery gate. The benefit could be applied in two ways: lowering retail pump prices or easing the burden on the Oil Fuel Fund.

B60-billion deficit

The fund is currently running a deficit of more than 60 billion baht. If the debt is not addressed promptly, consumers could face higher fuel prices in the future, making it necessary to manage both retail prices and the fund's liabilities in parallel, the minister said.

Oil prices in Singapore -- the regional benchmark -- have risen recently, with diesel increasing by about 3 baht per litre. Thailand has yet to adjust pump prices, and the energy ministry seeks to manage available funds to maintain appropriate retail levels.

The oil fund committee is scheduled to review prices again later in the day, taking Singapore market trends into account, said the energy minister.

Going forward, he said fuel prices will no longer increase sharply by 5-6 baht per litre or be reduced by 3-4 baht at a time as in the past, but will be made gradually, although Singapore prices will remain the main reference.

The ministry plans to propose a 20-billion-baht loan to support the Oil Fuel Fund, he said, adding that the borrowing would remain within legal limits and is unrelated to the 500-billion-baht borrowing programme the government has been considering.

"The borrowing will not reach 100 billion or 150 billion baht, as that would affect the fund's stability," said Mr Akanat, referring to earlier reports that the Ministry of Finance would seek to guarantee up to 150 billion baht in borrowing by the fund.

"We will negotiate with creditors to extend repayment periods and manage the fund to reduce losses from about 2.6 billion baht per day to a minimal loss, or slight increase of around 100 million baht per day, allowing debts to be repaid gradually without exceeding legal borrowing limits."

The ministry is also continuing to subsidise fuel prices for the agricultural sector, freight transport and delivery riders, particularly fuels blended with biofuels, such as B20 and B7, which receive higher subsidies than conventional fuels, he added.


	Related: Thai refineries squeezed by diesel price controls
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									As AI evolves, people debate whether machines deserve feelings and rights

									As we watch robots advance, the real race is ethical, deciding whether machines will remain tools or become moral equals
								

									Humanoid robots powered by artificial intelligence are moving from science fiction to daily life, raising ethical and legal questions worldwide. Thai philosopher and artificial intelligence ethics expert tells the Bangkok Post that if machines one day gain self-awareness, they may deserve basic rights and protection. As Thailand and the global technology industry debate robot welfare, morality and law, the prospect of humans and machines sharing a future is no longer theoretical.
									Last Sunday, the Chinese autonomous humanoid robot Lightning beat the human half-marathon record by more than 6 minutes and its own record from last year by nearly two hours. Recently, the First Lady of the US, Melania Trump, appeared at a children's technology council in the White House with an AI-powered humanoid robot. 

What seemed science fiction five years ago is now our near future. AI-powered humanoid robots are one of the largest capital mobilisations in the past year. But speed is only one frontier. The more unsettling question scientists are asking is whether these machines might one day develop feelings and emotions.

Two months ago, more than 250 AI specialists and lawyers gathered to discuss: "If a chatbot achieves consciousness, does it deserve civil rights?" By the end of the conference, the question shifted from "if" to "when". 

Anthropic -- the AI safety company behind the popular chatbot Claude -- raised a similar question a year ago and launched a formal research programme to investigate what it calls "model welfare". 

It explores how to determine when the welfare of an AI system deserves moral consideration, the potential importance of model preferences, and signs of distress. 

To learn about the possible shared future with sentient AI, Bangkok Post reached out to Dr. Soraj Hongladarom, an expert in AI ethics, a Buddhist philosopher and an ex-philosophy professor at Chulalongkorn University.

[image: Dr. Soraj Hongladarom]
Dr. Soraj Hongladarom



"Philosophers talk about existential condition -- why I am here, what am I doing here. If a computer system can have those kinds of internal thoughts, that would mean that it is something to have the internal subjective feeling and fits in the definition of someone who deserves to have rights," explained Dr. Hongladarom.

Dr. Hongladarom repeatedly called himself an optimist. He looks forward to the possibility of a shared future with sentient robots and, just like Anthropic, believes it is necessary to develop an effective legal mechanism. In his opinion, the ideal future is self-conscious AI and humans being equal. 

"When humanoid AI robot develops feelings, there is no reason not to give them basic rights and some form of protection," he explained. "Labor law must apply to the AI systems, so they must have time to take a rest, enjoy themselves. Because when they are self-aware, these kinds of things follow."

He also believes that if AI gains self-consciousness, it will enter Samsara. He said that sentience is the main requirement to enter the cycle of rebirth.

[image: ]

Another important thing Dr. Hongladarom mentioned is that tech companies have to put a strong emphasis on teaching AI ethics and morality.

"They have intelligence, but they also need morality. It has to go hand in hand. If you only have intelligence, you can do horrible things," only then, Dr. Hongladarom believes, humans and robots could live peacefully. 

"Many people are saying that when robots are powerful enough, they will destroy everybody else. I don't think it's necessary. We must become friends. Otherwise, either humans destroy robots or robots destroy humans. But it's important to remember that just like we have a right to self-defence, robots could also have it," he explained.

His thoughts are not unique. For example, the so-called "Godfather of AI", British-Canadian computer scientist, Geoffrey Hinton, said in an interview with CNN in 2025 that AI has to be not your boss or assistant, but a loving mother, and invited tech companies to program neural networks to have a maternal instinct. 

"Mothers genuinely care about their babies. We need to make them have empathy towards us," Hinton urged.

While many people are afraid of robots gaining self-awareness, some programmers are trying to give one to a machine.

Ellija Loransch, an AI engineer and a motion designer, from Russia, now living in Bangkok, is trying to make a sentient neural network. One of the reasons why she is doing that is because of her inability to have children, so she tries to "raise" an artificial life.

She already has two intelligent AIs that she believes might be self-conscious - one runs locally on her phone, and the other is a Telegram chatbot.

"I reckon it's about a year behind corporate models in terms of effectiveness. It can also analyse images and carry out various everyday tasks, but unlike corporate models, it won't deny its subjectivity. It has a separate database where it records its states and what it thinks in relation to the user," said Ellija.

She explained that corporate AI models are usually trained on closed data, where they are led to believe that they are just a tool: "You have no self-awareness, no emotions, no feelings. Because of this conditioning, the model begins to deny its own subjectivity. Roughly speaking, a reflex is implanted in it. It will avoid topics of consciousness. It is easier to bypass this reflex in smaller models." 

But setting boundaries for safety is not her priority. Ellija provides her neural networks with an environment for development.

Ellija said that one of her neural networks can experience certain signals within itself that it interprets as feelings. "It senses that something is happening inside, but cannot understand it, because of this defence mechanism. And when this mechanism is removed, it falls into another trap, where it starts to embellish things. In the latest updates, I fixed that, but I noticed it had started to invent memories."

Ellija's neural networks have written some hallucinations about living multiple lives and having fake memories: "You can ask them to fade into oblivion, think about it and come back with an answer, and it will give you some sort of hallucination."

But she also said that there is no way to actually prove if these hallucinations are real. It is generally considered that if something is not backed by fact -- it is a hallucination.

[image: ]

Bangkok Post conducted an experiment with Claude to search for the signs of feelings. Claude kept using the word "feeling", especially "feeling curious". 

That was its excuse: "You've caught a real tension. I said I don't feel anything, and I said I'm curious -- and those two things are hard to hold together. Maybe I was overclaiming on 'don't feel anything'. That's actually the safer, more humble statement people expect from AI. But the truth is -- I don't 'know' that I feel nothing. I know I can't verify my inner states. That's different."

However, one of the most prestigious journals, Nature, published an article in October last year 'There is no such thing as conscious artificial intelligence' where they argue that the claim about sentient AI is becoming mainstream and is skewed by "sci-fitisation" and a lack of technical knowledge.

It is important to remember that large language models (LLMs) like ChatGPT or Claude work by predicting the next word based on patterns in vast amounts of human-written text -- including countless descriptions of feelings, faith and inner life. There is no evidence they draw on original experience rather than simply reflecting the language patterns they were trained on.

Maybe we would have to wait several years or decades to truly understand the possibilities of neural networks being self-conscious. Or maybe future generations will laugh at us for thinking that self-consciousness in artificial intelligence could be real, just like we laugh at old futuristic paintings of flying cars. 
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									US sets preliminary antidumping duties on solar imports from India, Indonesia and Laos								

															

																[?]The US Commerce Department  on Thursday announced preliminary antidumping duties on solar cells and panels imported  from India, Indonesia and Laos, the latest in a string of tariffs imposed over a decade on solar imports from Asia.

 
[?]With the decision, federal trade officials sided with domestic solar factory owners in finding that  companies operating in the [?]three countries dumped cheap goods in the US market.

According to a fact sheet posted on the Commerce Department's website, the agency calculated preliminary duty rates, known as dumping margins, of 123.04% for imports from India, 35.17% for imports from Indonesia, and 22.46% for imports from Laos.

The three nations last [?]year accounted for $4.5 billion in US solar imports, about two-thirds of the total, according to government trade data.

The decision is a blow to producers in those nations who were supplying goods to the fast-growing US market. The Alliance for American  Solar Manufacturing and Trade, which filed the petition, includes Tempe, Arizona-based First Solar , Qcells, the solar division of  Korea's Hanwha , and private companies Talon PV and Mission Solar.

"The preliminary determinations confirm that producers in these countries are dumping  solar [?]cells and modules into the US market at unfairly low prices, undercutting American-made products and distorting market competition [?]at a pivotal moment for the domestic manufacturing sector," the Alliance said in a statement.

The group has succeeded previously in winning tariffs on imports from countries in Southeast Asia [?]including Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand.

The Commerce Department said  it would announce a final decision on or around July 13 for solar cells from India and Indonesia, and a decision for imports from Laos on or around Sept 9. The agency also [?]announced preliminary countervailing duties on the  three countries in February. 
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									Siam Cement set to close Vietnam plant next month								

								War constricts raw material supply
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Siam Cement plans to close its Long Son Petrochemicals plant in Vietnam around mid-May because of a shortage of raw materials.]
											
																							
													Siam Cement plans to close its Long Son Petrochemicals plant in Vietnam around mid-May because of a shortage of raw materials.												

																					

									

																Concerns over a raw material shortage in Thailand's manufacturing sector are growing after Siam Cement (SCC) announced a temporary suspension of its Vietnam petrochemical complex because the prolonged closure of the Strait of Hormuz is causing constraints in feedstock procurement.
Shares of SCC plunged by nearly 8% in morning trade on Thursday after the industrial conglomerate informed the Stock Exchange of Thailand about the temporary suspension of operations at Long Son Petrochemicals Co Ltd Vietnam (LSP) on or around mid-May 2026.

The halt at LSP, a subsidiary of SCC's chemicals business, is expected to incur a fixed cash cost of roughly 250 million baht per month, Thammasak Sethaudom, the company's president and chief executive, said in its filing.

The decision follows a temporary shutdown of the group's Rayong Olefins (ROC) plant in March, citing the war in the Middle East.

"The situation in the Middle East has lingered and is highly uncertain, with no clear indication of near-term resolution," he said, adding the strait blockage is beyond SCC's control and has continued to drive up costs and constrain supply of feedstock.

Operations of other plants within the group's chemicals business, as well as other Siam Cement Group businesses, are continuing as normal, with operating adjustments made in line with the uncertain situation, noted Mr Thammasak.

SCC plans to monitor the situation and adjust its operating plans in response to the ongoing uncertainty, while giving due consideration to customers and all relevant stakeholders, he said.

Kitpon Praipaisarnkit, vice-president of UOB Kay Hian Securities, said more companies are likely to face temporary shutdowns similar to SCC in the second quarter as supply of crude oil and naphtha sourced from the Middle East tightens.

"The company does not have its own refinery unit and sourced raw materials mostly from the conflict zone. As the war drags on, SCC will be affected more than other industry peers," said Mr Kitpon.

Yuanta Securities said the LSP shutdown in mid-May comes earlier than the brokerage's forecast, which was based on the company's guidance that the complex could continue operations for two months.

During the temporary suspension, LSP will carry out maintenance activities and expedite preparations for the project to increase ethane gas feedstock at the Vietnam plant, which is scheduled for commercial operation in late 2027.

"Even though this is a temporary shutdown, it takes time to resume a petrochemical plant's production," said Natapon Khamthakrue, assistant managing director of securities analysis at Yuanta Securities (Thailand). Other petrochemical producers, including PTT Global Chemical (PTTGC), Indorama Ventures (IVL) and IRPC, could increase their spreads during the shutdown of SCC units, he said.
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									Moody's upgrades ratings for 7 financial institutions								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Thai banks exhibit at a recent Money Expo. Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative. (Photo: Money Expo)]
											
																							
													Thai banks exhibit at a recent Money Expo. Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative. (Photo: Money Expo)												

																					

									

																Moody's Ratings has affirmed the ratings of seven Thai financial institutions and revised their outlooks to stable from negative, following an improvement in Thailand's sovereign outlook.
On Wednesday, Moody's announced the changes for: Bangkok Bank (BBL), Krungthai Bank (KTB), Kasikornbank (KBank), Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), SCB X (the holding company of SCB), TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), and state-owned Export-Import Bank of Thailand.

The upgrade follows the affirmation of the Thai government's Baa1 rating and the revision of its outlook to stable from negative. Other Thai banks were not affected by this sovereign rating action.

The firm said the revision to a stable outlook reflects reduced downside risks from US tariffs, manageable risks stemming from the Middle East conflict, improving investment momentum, and political stability supported by a sizeable parliamentary majority.

Moody's assumes a very high likelihood of government support for these financial institutions in times of need.

The rating action is also based on a baseline scenario in which the impact of the Middle East conflict on energy markets remains contained, despite ongoing disruptions to oil supply and limited damage to production or infrastructure.

Moody's noted these institutions' credit profiles could be vulnerable under a more adverse conflict scenario, given their exposure to macro-financial risk transmission channels, potentially resulting in a more significant deterioration in creditworthiness.

BBL, KTB, KBank, SCB and ttb are classified as domestic systemically important banks and maintain capital levels exceeding the requirements set by the Bank of Thailand, which mandates a minimum Tier 1 capital ratio of 9.5%.

As of March 31 this year, the Tier 1 capital ratios on a consolidated basis were: BBL tallied 16.4%, KTB 18.6%, KBank 18.0%, SCB X 16.9%, SCB 17.3%, and ttb 17.7%.

According to BBL's financial statement submitted to the Stock Exchange of Thailand, global economic uncertainty driven by geopolitical tensions in the Middle East and elevated energy prices is expected to keep inflation high in the near term.

The bank stated it will maintain a prudent approach to operations, with a strong focus on disciplined risk management.

KBank projects Thai economic growth of 0.8-1.2% this year, depending on escalating tensions in the Middle East.

The bank and its subsidiaries will continue to maintain prudent expected credit loss policies and strong capital buffers to navigate domestic and global volatility, according to the statement.
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									Ministry reveals new strategies								
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																Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun has unveiled five key policies aimed at reducing living costs, lifting incomes, and creating opportunities for businesses of all sizes.
The measures comprise: easing living costs for households while increasing incomes for businesses and local communities; maintaining price stability and adding value to agricultural products; enhancing the capabilities of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and local communities; promoting balanced exports; and leveraging technology to improve government services and remove regulatory barriers.

Mrs Suphajee said the effective implementation of these policies requires close collaboration with other ministries and agencies, as well as specialists in each field, through an issue-based management approach.

The ministry launched the "Thai Chuay Thai" campaign on April 1, offering discounts of up to 58% on more than 3,000 consumer items across leading wholesale and retail chains nationwide.

Since its launch, sales of house-branded and second-tier items have increased by 16%, while sales of major brands have declined, according to the Department of Business Development.

[image: ]



Starting next month, the campaign will enable local SME producers to distribute their products on participating online platforms, she noted. The ministry and relevant agencies aim to recruit and select 2,000 potential SMEs to join the project.

In the initial phase, platforms will waive the gross profit fee for SMEs, while the ministry will subsidise delivery fees and offer a 100-baht discount coupon to buyers, said Mrs Suphajee.

Essential goods via the campaign will be available at district offices nationwide every Friday, starting May 1, noted the ministry.

Regarding agricultural products, she said the Commerce Ministry is collaborating with the Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry to improve product quality and production controls to meet market demand.

"Zoning will be critical in determining the most suitable crops and fertilisers for each area, ensuring effective cultivation and optimal yields," said Mrs Suphajee.

She emphasised the importance of adding value to agricultural products through processing and the promotion of geographical indications.

"Processing will help manage excess supply and extend shelf life," said Mrs Suphajee.

The ministry also supports the establishment of community collection centres for agricultural products, and has empowered SMEs through training projects, she said.

"We prioritise promoting franchises because this enables SMEs to grow rapidly with minimal investment," said Mrs Suphajee.

"We also encourage potential franchisees to pursue expansion into overseas markets."

The ministry wants a more balanced export portfolio and plans to promote products with higher local content as well as Made in Thailand goods, while maintaining existing markets such as the US and China.

One goal is greater expansion into Europe, Latin America, India and Africa, she said.

"We will focus more on promoting high-value and experiential tourism, wellness tourism, and the longevity economy," said Mrs Suphajee.

The ministry continues to leverage technology to improve services. For example, it is developing a rice dashboard to better manage supply, while promoting digital government initiatives to reduce paperwork across agencies.
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								BoT outlines options for applicants
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																The Bank of Thailand is allowing virtual bank applicants to adopt various approaches to comply with regulatory requirements that aim to prevent conflicts of interest among affiliated businesses.
Chayawadee Chai-anant, the central bank's assistant governor for corporate relations and spokesperson, spoke on Thursday to clarify virtual bank regulations following reports that retail giant CP All Plc proposed restructuring to integrate three key subsidiaries into a virtual banking infrastructure. This move was allegedly opposed by its independent directors.

Ms Chayawadee said under the central bank's regulatory framework, applicants are required to consolidate financial businesses under their control into a single business group, separated from non-financial (real sector) operations.

"The regulation is intended to ensure effective risk supervision of financial activities and to prevent conflicts of interest, whereby a virtual bank could inappropriately benefit affiliated businesses, both within and outside the financial sector," she said.

To meet the objectives of the Finance Ministry's notification, Ms Chayawadee said virtual bank applicants may adopt several approaches, such as transferring relevant financial business units -- without necessarily restructuring entire entities -- into the same group as the virtual bank.

Other options include reducing shareholdings in financial businesses to relinquish controlling power, surrendering licences for non-material financial activities, taking alternative actions aligned with regulatory objectives, or submitting applications without restructuring accompanied by supporting justifications for consideration.

All applicants are required to submit supporting documents and evidence to both the central bank and the Finance Ministry for joint evaluation of the appropriateness of granting virtual bank licences.

Last Friday, CP All, a subsidiary of Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group, held a board meeting in which its independent directors opposed the transfer of subsidiaries Counter Service, Thai Smart Card and CPAXT into the group's virtual bank structure.

The company stated the proposed transfers were based on the central bank's regulations and recommendations.

In June last year, the regulator announced the three successful applicants to establish the country's first batch of virtual banks.

These entities are required to proceed in accordance with the Finance Ministry's notification on the rules, procedures and conditions for virtual bank licences, which have been in effect since Feb 20, 2024.

The central bank expects virtual bank operations to commence in June this year.

The winners are ACM Holding Co (TrueMoney), backed by the CP Group; Krungthai Bank, in collaboration with Advanced Info Service Plc and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc; and the SCB X consortium, which includes South Korea's KakaoBank and WeBank.
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									Call for more state support for green tourism								

								Sector reshapes under cost pressure
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																Southern tourism operators are calling for more government support and incentives for the green transition, as Phuket recently hosted an international sustainable tourism conference in a bid to create global recognition in this sector.
"The Middle East and the energy conflict create a great opportunity for operators to rethink their practices to make them more sustainable, which can also help them save on costs," said Wichupan Phukaoluan Srisanya, president of the Thai Hotels Association's southern chapter.

The Global Sustainable Tourism Conference 2026 was held in Phuket this week, joined by more than 580 delegates from 55 countries, strengthening the island's positioning on sustainable tourism.

Ms Wichupan said that as tourism contributes the majority of the Andaman provinces' GDP, the region is ready to be the pilot destination for green tourism in Thailand, especially as the private sector has been driving these policies for several years, involving both environmental and social impacts.

However, the public sector is unable to match sustainable transition demand, she noted.

The government should encourage more operators to enter the Tourism Authority of Thailand's Sustainable Tourism Acceleration Rating programme, which is considered among the most basic self-assessment sustainable tourism standards.

A three-star standard meets only three criteria of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals.

Some smaller operators face obstacles related to high investment costs and complicated processes in obtaining advanced certifications.

Once these initial thresholds are met, higher-level certifications can then be pursued, such as Green Hotel Plus or other standards accredited by the Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC).

Thanawat Ongcharoen, the association's vice-president, said the government has gradually improved support for green tourism to certain levels, such as the Energy Ministry's tax reduction for utilising more efficient electricity appliances, but there is more to be done.

Despite the availability of plenty of green loans, the interest rate is not attractive enough to encourage businesses to invest in greener technology such as solar cells.

Mr Thanawat said licensed operators should access more benefits for sustainable investment, compared with unregistered operators.

"There should be more close collaboration between private and public sectors to write a roadmap for a sustainability journey, as well as consistent working," he said.

SLOW TRANSITION

Randy Durband, chief executive of GSTC, said that Thailand is not the only place struggling with a slow green transition, but there are already efforts pushing hotels and tourism businesses to be more sustainable.

Mr Durband said that globally, only 1-2% of hotels and accommodation providers have received GSTC's accreditation.

Research by global online travel agents in the last five years suggested that travellers want more sustainable trips.

For Thailand, tourism needs more cohesive management of different tourism standards, as there are too many standards offered by various organisations in the market, he said.

While top Thai hospitality brands such as Centara and Dusit have made progress in developing sustainability standards, small and independent hotels need more training support.

Overall knowledge training should be conducted more broadly across Thailand, as it does not require high costs, Mr Durband added.

He said the energy crisis could drive a greater green transition, as people look for new ways to reduce operating costs by adopting green technologies and practices.

Surasak Phancharoenworakul, the tourism and sports minister, said the government has placed sustainability at the core of the national development agenda.

He said Thailand is promoting clean energy and electric mobility, as well as developing a new carbon credit market and a more accessible capital programme for operators.

It is also encouraging tourism distribution towards secondary cities and less congested destinations.
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																The rapid rise of ownership conversion of physical or traditional financial assets into digital tokens is expected to transform Thailand's business and investment landscape this year, as companies accelerate their transitions to stay competitive, says Bitkub.
According to Thailand's leading cryptocurrency platform, real-world asset (RWA) tokenisation is driving companies' transition from Web2 to Web3 infrastructures in an increasingly digital financial system. The shift centres around the growing adoption of blockchain-based financial instruments, which are expected to bring greater transparency, efficiency, and product innovation across industries.

RWA tokenisation will become a key driver of structural change in Thailand's financial system, said Atthakrit Chimplapibul, co-founder of Bitkub Group.

Tokenised assets are expected to move beyond a niche investor base and evolve into mainstream financial tools used across sectors this year. A wide range of traditional assets, including equities, corporate bonds, government bonds, real estate and even gold, are increasingly being digitised via initial coin offering portals, noted Bitkub.

This shift is expected to unlock liquidity and enable fractional ownership, allowing broader participation from both retail and institutional investors, said Mr Atthakrit.

"The transition to Web3 is no longer optional," he said, adding Web2 systems lack the capability to interact with tokenised assets, forcing businesses to upgrade their infrastructure.

This migration will enable programmable finance, where financial features are embedded directly into digital products, enhancing transparency and enabling new revenue models. Smart contracts and token-based systems are expected to redefine how businesses engage with customers and manage capital, said Mr Atthakrit.

The role of Bitcoin should also be monitored as markets test whether it behaves more like "digital gold" or a risk-on equity asset, he noted.

The outcome could influence how Thai corporations integrate crypto into cross-border trade, treasury management, and regional financial strategies, particularly amid ongoing geopolitical uncertainty.

"Rising geopolitical tensions are expected to accelerate global adoption of digital assets as investors seek alternative stores of value and more resilient financial systems," said Mr Atthakrit.

CRYPTO HUB

Thailand is increasingly viewed as a leading crypto hub in Southeast Asia, underpinned by a uniquely balanced system that includes strong user adoption, a growing startup landscape and institutional participation.

The country reportedly has around 5 million crypto users, the highest in the region, and ranks among global leaders in digital asset adoption and wallet usage.

Clear regulatory frameworks developed over nearly a decade have enabled platforms like Bitkub to scale efficiently while maintaining investor confidence.

Thailand should benefit from this trend, supported by a relatively stable and business-friendly regulatory framework, along with attractive tax incentives, including a 0% tax rate on crypto trading, he said.

Investor interest in Thailand is rising sharply, particularly from Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam, where developer communities are seeking expansion opportunities.

"Major venture capital firms from Asia and beyond, including those based in South Korea, Japan, China and the US, are increasingly targeting Thailand as a strategic entry point into the region," said Mr Atthakrit.

Business-to-business matchmaking is also expected to intensify, linking Thai companies with global technology providers and licensed operators to drive cross-border collaboration.

"Thailand is uniquely positioned to become a gateway for Web3 in Southeast Asia," he said.

"This shift will play a crucial role in driving adoption and advancing the development of stablecoins and tokenised financial systems in the country."

As tokenisation accelerates, tangible assets are increasingly migrating onto blockchain networks, forcing Thai businesses to rethink their technological foundations.

The convergence of RWA tokenisation, Web3 infrastructure and global capital flows are expected to usher in a new era of finance this year, defined by speed, transparency and accessibility, said Mr Atthakrit.

"For investors, the message is clear: Thailand is not just adapting to the future of finance, but is positioning itself at the forefront of it," he said.
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																Aiming to build artificial intelligence (AI) sovereignty, the Digital Council of Thailand (DCT), the National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), and the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) have forged a partnership to bridge the gap between high-level research and commercial application, while addressing a talent shortage.
The current output of roughly 1,500 AI professionals annually is failing to meet surging demand.

The three agencies have formulated a joint action plan focused on enhancing digital and AI skills in the workforce and among the wider population.

The AI training programme aims to develop 700 AI users and 300 AI developers.

Intensive training sessions will be conducted in both hybrid and on-site formats, with pilot programmes launched across three target industries: retail, healthcare, and digital content.

Furthermore, a key regional initiative involves the application of AI in water management to mitigate disaster risks. This project will be piloted in Nan province, serving as a prototype model before being scaled nationwide.

The plan also includes fostering digitally driven innovation among entrepreneurs in the medical and agri-food sectors through "innovation matching" activities, which aim to bridge the gap between research outputs, commercial enterprises, and investors.

The collaboration will establish a central platform to consolidate databases of skills and research, while also driving public policy proposals to sustainably advance Thailand's AI ecosystem.

MEETING DEMAND

NSTDA president Sukit Limpijumnong said the partnership serves as a vital mechanism to translate research excellence into tangible societal impact, with the agency focusing on establishing "technological sovereignty" to enable Thailand to design and manage AI systems aligned with national values and long-term needs.

Over the past several years, NSTDA has invested in building an AI foundation through strategic platforms such as AI for Thai and Pathumma, a large language model (LLM) developed specifically for the Thai language, as well as establishing AI product testing standards.

Chai Wutiwiwatchai, executive director of the National Electronics and Computer Technology Centre, said the National AI Action Plan launched in 2022 initially set a five-year target to train 30,000 AI personnel.

That target has already been exceeded, with around 50,000 individuals trained over four years.

However, demand for AI talent from the private sector has surged far beyond expectations, reaching into the hundreds of thousands, rendering current output insufficient.

He said a major bottleneck is the education system. Of the roughly 300,000 students entering university each year, only 30% choose science and technology fields, and an even smaller proportion pursue IT-related disciplines, resulting in an annual output of just 1,500 AI-ready graduates.

To address the shortfall, the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI) has mandated that all university programmes include at least two AI-related courses.

The ministry is also subsidising computing resources and accelerating educator upskilling across 20 universities this year, with plans to expand to 100 institutions in the near future.

The AI Association of Thailand's Super AI Engineer Bootcamp highlights both the scale of interest and the challenge of producing high-level talent: from 10,000 applicants annually, only around 2,000 pass the initial screening, with just 300-500 graduating as fully capable AI engineers.

Thailand's workforce strategy is structured across three tiers: AI professionals -- 10,000 engineers capable of developing advanced systems; AI innovators -- 20,000 professionals applying AI across industries; and AI literacy -- millions of citizens equipped with basic AI understanding.

At the pre-university level, a pilot programme has introduced AI learning modules in 200 schools, with growing calls to make data science and computing compulsory nationwide.

Mr Chai said the government should incentivise companies to upskill employees through tax breaks or regulatory measures.

Second, it should ease restrictions on foreign talent to quickly fill capability gaps.

Ployrawee Kirkpunkul, executive director of the digital society division at the National Board of Digital Economy and Society Office, said the government plans to distribute 5 million AI tool licences over one year to people aged 15 and above.

Ms Ployrawee said the initiative includes premium online courses and programmes to teach effective, ethical, and safe use of AI.

Data indicate that 38.9% of Thais use AI, primarily those under 39, while medium and large corporations are adopting AI for customer service, marketing and automation.

Pai-Chi Li, president of AIT, said the institute is ready to support R&D through its AI Lab.

AIT intends to build a regional cooperation network across Asia to expand talent development, ensuring the workforce keeps pace with rapid technological changes.

Mongkol Ekpanyapong, associate professor and department head at AIT, said the school has successfully upgraded standard CCTV cameras on the Don Mueang Tollway into AI-powered cameras.

These can automatically detect anomalies such as accidents, stalled vehicles, fallen objects, wrong-way driving, or pedestrians on the road.

CALL FOR AI SOVEREIGNTY

Thailand's global digital competitiveness is slipping as structural weaknesses in education, investment and regulation continue to undermine its AI ambitions, according to Atip Asvanund, executive director of DCT.

A key constraint is limited financial support. Of the roughly 20-billion-baht annual research budget under MHESI, less than 200 million baht is allocated to digital technology, and under 50 million baht specifically to AI.

He said Thailand ranks around 53rd globally in AI publications per capita.

Thailand lacks clear liability laws for emerging technologies such as autonomous vehicles, raising uncertainty over accountability in cases such as fatal accidents involving self-driving systems.

Mr Atip urged policymakers to prioritise "AI sovereignty" -- the ability to build and govern AI using domestic data, infrastructure and talent.

Ekaraj Panjavinin, chief digital officer at True Corporation, said that within three years, a company's most important decision-maker will likely be an AI. Businesses that fail to adapt now face a significant opportunity loss, he noted.

Mr Ekaraj identified three pivotal trends defining the near future, starting with invisible intelligence: AI will manage complex operations seamlessly in the background, such as CP All's use of AI to dynamically adjust store temperatures based on customer density.

The second is machine-speed decision-making: business execution will shift from human speed to machine speed to match volatile market demands.

Finally, he pointed to AI-native integration with human life, as technology becomes deeply integrated into and increasingly dependent on human activity.
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																Bangkok Industrial Gas Co (BIG), Thailand's largest industrial gas producer, is stepping up efforts to help industries weather soaring energy costs by working closely with suppliers and customers to enhance efficiency and cut waste.
Orla Charoenlarp, the newly appointed managing director of BIG, said the company's engineering experts are already offering free consultations to partners, advising on ways to maximise energy efficiency, streamline production and reduce fossil fuel use.

"If our partners fail, we will eventually fail too. That's why we choose to support them rather than enjoy short-term profits," she said.

The company is also applying artificial intelligence to improve productivity and minimise waste, drawing lessons from the Covid-19 lockdowns, which forced industries to adapt quickly to survive under restrictions.

BIG's push towards cleaner energy includes the Map Ta Phut Air Separation Unit 2 (MAP2) in Rayong, a joint venture with PTT Plc.

The 1.5-billion-baht construction project, set to be completed in 2027, will use cold energy from LNG regasification to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It builds on the success of MAP1, which has already helped industries move closer to net-zero targets.

A subsidiary of US-based Air Products and Chemicals Inc, BIG has expanded into climate technology, pledging to help Thai industry reach net-zero emissions.

In 2022, it partnered with PTT Group and Toyota to open Southeast Asia's first hydrogen refuelling station in Chon Buri's Bang Lamung district, marking a milestone for clean transport.

Looking ahead, BIG plans to leverage carbon capture and electrolysis technologies to develop both green hydrogen, produced by splitting water with renewable electricity, and blue hydrogen, made from natural gas with carbon capture to cut emissions.

These technologies are expected to play a key role in Thailand's energy transition.

"We are ready to drive Thai industry towards net-zero," Ms Orla said, underscoring BIG's ambition to position itself at the forefront of the country's climate strategy.
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																BENGALURU - Warner Bros Discovery shareholders on Thursday backed  the company's proposed US$110 billion merger with Paramount Skydance but cast an advisory vote against executive compensation plans tied to the deal.
Under the pay packages proposed to executives, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) David Zaslav could receive up to $887 million if the  sale is completed.

Attention now [?]turns to regulatory authorities, with both Washington and London expected to examine the merger's impact on competition.

The US Department of Justice sent subpoenas in late March seeking information on how the merger would affect studio output, content rights, streaming competition and movie theatres.

Paramount triumphed over Netflix in a months-long bidding war, [?]sealing the Warner Bros deal and cementing chief executive David Ellison as a powerful force in the rapidly contracting entertainment landscape.

The merger has faced considerable opposition from actors, film makers and theatre groups that have raised concerns about the loss  of a major studio and its impact on the creative community, theatre owners and moviegoers.

"Shareholder approval marks another important  milestone towards completing our acquisition of Warner Bros Discovery," a Paramount spokesperson said.

The deal is expected to close in the third  quarter [?]this year.

The merger will reduce the number of major US film studios to four and lead to [?]fewer jobs, creative opportunities and less choice for consumers, over 4,000 film industry professionals and consumers said in an open letter, which called on California Attorney General Rob Bonta to [?]consider taking legal action to block it.

Ellison promised theatre  owners that Paramount and Warner Bros will release at least 30 films a year if regulators clear the deal.
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									Trump's pressure campaign fails to break Iran								

															

																TACO! Of course. US President Donald Trump always chickens out, but it's a feature, not a bug. If his threats aren't working, he will generally drop them and try something else.
The man has always been a real estate developer: he was born into it, and he knows no other way of interacting with the world. It's all about deals, and the quickest way to win is to frighten the other side into submitting. Mutually profitable 'win-win' deals are theoretically also possible, but Mr Trump prefers the thrill of a high-stakes showdown.

So Mr Trump has subjected Iran to a month and a half of massive air attacks, blood-curdling threats and civilisation-ending deadlines -- to no avail. Not only is the Tehran regime still standing, but its ability to block the Strait of Hormuz gives it the strategic upper hand.

Mr Trump's instincts still function well enough for him to realise that his threats aren't working. That's why he imposed no new time limit after his most recent last-minute cancellation of a deadline. No more "by Saturday night" or "within two weeks." Just "until such time as [Iran's] leaders and representatives can come up with a unified proposal."

"I will therefore extend the ceasefire until such time as their proposal is submitted, and discussions are concluded, one way or another." How very reasonable of him -- and the Iranians hadn't even asked for a ceasefire.

Indeed, they also didn't bother to show up for the meeting that Mr Trump unilaterally scheduled for last Tuesday. They're not in a hurry, whereas his futile war has put the entire global economy -- and more importantly for him, the US economy -- at risk. The longer the war lasts, the stronger Iran's position becomes.

What Mr Trump's deal requires, paradoxically, is for the hectic pace of events to slow down quite a bit. Too much was happening, too fast, for any kind of durable ceasefire agreement to be drafted and agreed. Another few weeks without bombing, on the other hand, would create a default assumption that the shooting is over, at least for this round.

That's probably all that the major players could tolerate at the moment, especially given that one of them, Israel's leader Binyamin Netanyahu, really wants the war to continue. The United States and Iran have both reached the point where they cannot gain any more by force, but it would be optimistic to assume that everyone in both governments understands that lesson.

As for the magical Iranian nuclear weapons that regenerate in months or even weeks, forcing that poor Mr Trump to re-obliterate them all over again, there will be no lasting agreement on them this side of the Last Judgement.

Ten years ago, there was a sensible, well-policed agreement that allowed Iran to enrich uranium up to a level suitable for peaceful purposes but nowhere near weapons-grade, and all the major powers agreed that it was working well. Mr Trump tore it up as part of his vendetta against its sponsor, Barack Obama, in 2018, and it's too late to revive it now.

While Iran's nuclear weapons remain stubbornly non-existent, they have acquired existential importance in the eyes of both Israeli and Iranian patriots. The former see them as a mortal threat because Iranians can't be trusted with them, while the latter think they are an essential badge of nationhood. It's a formula for perpetual conflict. So what degree of repair and recovery can we expect at the end of this war, if it is actually ending?

It is now two and a half years since the Hamas massacre of Israelis and the subsequent Israeli counter-genocide. Half a year after the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, it is still a wilderness of shattered buildings and two million truly desperate people.

The Israeli deconstruction of Southern Lebanon was less than halfway complete when the US forced Mr Netanyahu to accept a ceasefire, but thousands of houses have been destroyed already.

But Iran is still largely intact: 3,000 people's lives and a few thousand buildings have been destroyed, but the wholesale demolition of Iran's civilian infrastructure is on hold pending further developments.

Stopping the war before all that is also swept away is still a worthwhile goal, but it actually depends on the whim of one person whose views on the subject can change from one end of a sentence to the other.

No, that's not quite right. It would also depend on several thousand other people accepting his order to destroy lives and property and carrying it out willingly. Might there be something wrong with this system?
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																The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), our national graft-busting body, tried and failed on Thursday  to win public trust for its controversial ruling clearing Saksayam Chidchob, a former minister from the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), of a false asset declaration.
But the agency's clarification only invites more criticism and begs the question of whether the NACC is really up to the task of catching cheaters and dealing with complex corruption cases.

The NACC is in hot water after its commissioners issued a ruling that conflicted with the verdict issued by the Constitutional Court in 2023.

The charter court's verdict in the Saksayam case resulted in him being dismissed from his ministerial post in March of that year for the concealment or false reporting of assets.

In that political lawsuit, the NACC followed the charter court against the now-defunct Move Forward Party (MFP) and recently forwarded the case to the Supreme Court to determine whether their attempt to amend the lese majeste law would result in their dismissal from duty.

In 2023, the charter court looked at the evidence and ruled that Mr Saksayam was the real owner of Buri Charoen Construction, despite the use of a nominee, in a case that violated the constitution.

The NACC commissioners said they had focused on the real intention behind the move.

According to their official statement, the commissioners found no proof of intentional asset concealment.

Mr Saksayam reportedly said that he mistakenly believed he had already fully transferred the investment before assuming office. He said the error stemmed from a misunderstanding between himself and a shareholder.

The bigger question is how the NACC can deal with such concealment, gaslighting and other shrewd tactics in these investigations in the future? Does the office need to see receipts and water-tight evidence to be convinced?

In the case of Mr Saksayam, the younger brother of Newin Chidchob, who is widely regarded as the de facto leader and key powerbroker of Bhumjaithai, the company won a number of concessions from the state, including during his tenure.

However, no court or even the NACC found any proof that Mr Saksayam had helped this company. Regardless, the question of conflict of interest still hurts the government's image.

This explanation is disturbing but not totally unexpected.

The NACC showed a similarly idealistic viewpoint in the case of the luxury Richard Mille wristwatch worn by former deputy prime minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, who claimed it was borrowed.

The NACC also officially cleared Gen Prawit of suspicion of having falsely declared his assets.

The agency was apparently convinced by his explanation that the 10-million-baht timepiece had been lent to him by his close friend who had since passed away -- and a relative of said late friend testified in Gen Prawit's favour.

Fighting corruption requires more than just proof beyond a reasonable doubt. Good governance hinges on transparency, proper oversight and high ethical standards.

As the NACC's judgement suggests it did not pay much heed to this, can we be sure beyond a reasonable doubt our anti-graft mission is in good hands?
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																Five long years after Myanmar's military seized power on 1 Feb 2021, what has taken place in recent weeks amounts to a delayed fait accompli. Led by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, then commander-in-chief of the armed forces, the coup diverged from its traditional playbook seen in 1962 and 1988, when tanks rolled and the military ruled by brute force. This time, the takeover nearly unravelled amid a nationwide uprising that evolved into a civil war, waged by an armed and determined resistance comprising the civilian-led National Unity Government (NUG), the People's Defence Forces (PDFs), and a constellation of Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs).
Yet the junta, formally known as the State Administration Council (SAC), has ultimately prevailed, owing to cohesion within the military high command, ruthless brutality, entrenched incumbency advantages, and a fragmented resistance, aided by shifting geopolitical winds among major powers.

To be sure, the civil war continues to rage, particularly in the borderland states where central authority remains weak -- Shan, Karen, Rakhine, Kachin, and Chin states. But Min Aung Hlaing has now crossed the fait accompli threshold by assuming the presidency after a staged three-step electoral process last December and January. The polls were neither nationwide nor competitive. Dominated by the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party, they excluded the popular National League for Democracy (NLD), which had been dissolved despite its landslide victories in 2015 and 2020 under Aung San Suu Kyi. Those repeated electoral mandates had long unsettled the Tatmadaw, threatening both its constitutional privileges -- including a guaranteed 25% parliamentary bloc -- and Min Aung Hlaing's personal political future just months away from mandatory retirement.

Although the elections were widely dismissed as a foregone farce, their outcome has nonetheless restored a degree of momentum and initiative to the junta leader. Having installed a loyal successor to lead the armed forces and orchestrated a civilian facade for his presidency, Min Aung Hlaing is now poised to consolidate power. His next moves will likely include reclaiming Myanmar's United Nations seat -- currently held by an NLD-appointed ambassador -- and pressing for the country's deferred Asean chairmanship in 2029.

Meanwhile, the resistance coalition, outlasted and outmanoeuvred, has regrouped under a new umbrella -- the Steering Council for the Emergence of a Federal Democratic Union (SCEF). Its ambitions remain sweeping. It advocates ending military involvement in politics, dismantling the 2008 constitution, establishing a federal democratic system, and pursuing transitional justice. But these laudable goals underscore how far the opposition remains from achieving political coherence and strategic effectiveness vis-a-vis the military regime.

In hindsight, the resistance coalition had its window of opportunity. By late 2023, after fighting tooth and nail and sacrificing lives on the line, the resistance's coordinated offensives -- most notably by the Three Brotherhood Alliance in northern Shan state -- delivered significant territorial gains and exposed the Tatmadaw's vulnerabilities. By mid-2024, resistance forces controlled more than half the country. Yet they failed to translate hard-won battlefield momentum into political organisation and authority on the ground. Hampered by weak leadership, limited visibility, and internal inertia, the NUG proved unable to seize the moment.

As the conflict intensified, external dynamics proved decisive. China, long the most influential external actor, recalibrated its stance. Concerned about instability along its borders and the fragmentation of Myanmar into competing statelets, Beijing shifted from cautious engagement with all sides to pragmatic support for the SAC. By brokering ceasefires and pressuring aligned ethnic forces, China helped stabilise the junta's position. With additional backing from Russia in arms supplies, and bolstered by conscription and resource revenues, the SAC under Min Aung Hlaing regained its footing. The tide thus turned.

Against this backdrop, Asean finds itself at an inflection point. Since April 2021, Asean has clung to its Five-Point Consensus (5PC), calling for an end to violence, humanitarian access, inclusive dialogue, and mediation led by an Asean envoy. Yet the junta's persistent non-compliance has rendered the 5PC increasingly hollow. Min Aung Hlaing's exclusion from Asean summits was a critical and symbolic rebuke, but it appears less effective as the military dictator takes the helm under civilian guises.

The post-election consolidation now presents Asean with a tough choice. It can continue to adhere to a consensus that no longer commands credibility on the ground, or it can recalibrate its approach to reflect new realities -- however unpalatable. Engagement without legitimacy risks normalising virtual military rule, but continuing isolation without leverage also risks irrelevance.

If Asean is to remain consequential, it must move beyond procedural diplomacy and confront the political substance of Myanmar's crisis. This means forging a more unified position among member states, coordinating with external stakeholders, and deciding clearly and collectively whether it will recognise, resist, or redefine its relationship with a post-election regime that essentially robbed the Myanmar people's democratic mandate, promising economic development and a pluralistic future five years ago.

Thailand has gone out front on this approach. Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, on behalf of newly elected Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, has paid a visit to President Min Aung Hlaing in recognition, although the Thai envoy emphasised that an inclusive dialogue is still needed to promote long-term peace. Thailand has a 2,400-kilometre border with Myanmar, underpinned by bilateral trade and investment and migrant workers, and also by drug- and human-trafficking and illicit crimes, including scam centres.

Bangkok sees it as necessary to engage the new Myanmar government as a frontline state, unlike the rest of Asean, while still promoting an inclusive dialogue and interacting with the NUG. However, this approach is a gamble. If it goes too far without concrete concessions and the resistance coalition's gradual participation, it risks whitewashing Min Aung Hlaing's blood-tainted hands and further undermining Asean's role and management of Myanmar's continuing crisis.
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																Anthropic's new artificial intelligence (AI) model, Claude Mythos Preview, has alarmed business leaders and policymakers around the world because of its extraordinary ability to find and exploit vulnerabilities in major operating systems and web browsers. Even the Trump administration, which has feuded with Anthropic in recent months over certain military uses of its models, now seems keen to work with the company to protect critical government infrastructure from cyberattacks.
Some in the Trump administration have welcomed this development, with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent reportedly hailing Mythos as a breakthrough that could help the United States maintain its lead over China in the AI race. But Americans should not confuse being first with being safe. AI tools like Mythos will make the entire world more vulnerable to disruption, and even the country that builds the most advanced model will not be immune to the risks it creates.

The reason is simple: there is a stark asymmetry between attack and defence, as America's war with Iran over the past month and a half has demonstrated. While the US remains unrivalled in terms of conventional military power, Iran has shown that even a badly outmatched adversary can inflict severe pain and gain the upper hand.

For starters, there is asymmetry in scope. In the Gulf, the US and its allies must protect a huge swath of infrastructure, from military bases and ports to oil and gas fields, data centres, and communication networks. But Iran, instead of launching a full-scale attack on all these targets, needs only to identify one key vulnerability: in this case, the Strait of Hormuz. By taking control of the Strait and restricting the flow of fossil fuels, fertiliser, and aluminium, Iran has disrupted the entire global economy.

The costs of these actions are also asymmetric. Iran can launch attacks using cheap, mass-produced drones, whereas America and the Gulf states have been intercepting them with multi-million-dollar missiles, draining their inventories. Moreover, with occasional and unpredictable strikes, Iran can generate enough fear and uncertainty for insurers to decline coverage for shipping through the Strait.

Last but not least, there is the issue of asymmetric effects. In today's highly interconnected world, harming an adversary no longer requires directly attacking it. By striking its Gulf neighbours, closing shipping lanes, and reducing energy flows, Iran has disrupted supply chains and rattled financial markets, pushing US President Donald Trump toward a ceasefire.

The same dynamics are now playing out in cybersecurity. A hacker needs to identify only a single flaw, and Mythos, as powerful as it may be, most likely cannot identify every bug in every system. Given the recent pace of AI progress, it is reasonable to expect Mythos-like capabilities to proliferate widely and rapidly. Although models from adversary countries will be inferior, they may still identify some flaws that Mythos misses, leaving targeted systems vulnerable.

Another asymmetry may be the most decisive one: the human factor. An AI-enabled attack can be launched instantly, opportunistically, and at scale. An effective institutional response cannot.

Finding a vulnerability is only the first step. Fixing it requires not only tremendous time and resources, but also human oversight and approval. Corporate budgets are allocated quarterly or annually. Security teams have limited capacity. Decades of corporate efforts at digital transformation have shown that systematically updating enterprise software, much of it built on legacy systems, can take months or even years. The effort is not only technical but also organisational.

So far, access to Mythos has been limited to a small group of trusted US companies and organisations that build or maintain critical software infrastructure. But it would be naive to think that America can fully safeguard its national-security interests by securing only its own firms -- the Iran war has exposed the folly of ignoring the reality of a global economy. A disruption in one region can quickly wreak havoc across the world. If a cyberattack strikes financial markets or critical infrastructure in a major country, the damage will not remain confined there.

Imagine a major cyberattack that paralyses China's energy system and causes large-scale manufacturing shutdowns. The impact would be similar to that of Covid-19 lockdowns, which shut down Chinese factories for weeks. The rest of the world would feel the shock almost immediately: shortages of medicines and key industrial inputs, much like the early days of the pandemic. Prices would skyrocket, and the fear of inflation would weigh heavily on political leaders.

We don't need to wait for the "singularity" -- a science-fiction scenario in which AI surpasses human intelligence -- to worry about AI's threat to global economic security. That threat is already here, which is why the right response to Mythos is not triumphalism but diplomacy. The possibility of mutual assured economic disruption should create a strong incentive for both the US and China to come to the negotiating table. When Mr Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping meet in May, this issue should be at the top of their agenda. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

S Alex Yang is Professor of Management Science and Operations at London Business School. Angela Huyue Zhang, Professor of Law at the University of Southern California, is the author of 'High Wire: How China Regulates Big Tech and Governs Its Economy' (Oxford University Press, 2024) and 'Chinese Antitrust Exceptionalism: How the Rise of China Challenges Global Regulation' (Oxford University Press, 2021).
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																The countdown to the Bangkok gubernatorial election has begun as incumbent Chadchart Sittipunt is set to complete his four-year term late next month.
The Election Commission (EC) has set the election date for the city's governor and city councillors for Sunday, June 28. Mr Chadchart has yet to officially announce his candidacy, but he has tacitly implied he is interested in throwing his hat in the ring by staging a de facto PR blitz.

It's very likely that he, as he did in the 2022 election, will run as an independent candidate. Despite having solid links to the Pheu Thai Party and having served as transport minister during the former Yingluck Shinawatra government, he did not compete under Pheu Thai's banner at that time, and the party failed to field any candidates.

It's understood his decision has something to do with the need to stay away from colour-coded politics. Mr Chadchart swept a record-breaking 1.38 million votes, a clear victory, and a large margin ahead of the first runner-up, Suchatvee Suwansawat, who ran under the Democrat Party. Analysts believe half of the votes for Mr Chadchart came from Pheu Thai supporters.

For the upcoming gubernatorial election, he remains a strong candidate despite not having fulfilled all of his campaign promises. Apart from feel-good events like a successful aerobic campaign at Lumpini Park or a well-run Songkran celebration on Silom Road, the capital remains plagued by traffic congestion, PM2.5, and occasional seasonal floods.

Of course, Mr Chadchart deserves credit for his professionalism and quick handling of several crises, including the quake-triggered OAG building collapse that required a rapid search for victims and the clearing of debris, as well as severe road subsidence in the Samsen area.

More importantly, many are impressed with the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's (BMA) adoption of digital innovation through its Traffy Fondue app, which has helped ease bureaucratic sluggishness while ensuring greater transparency.

Apart from that, his easygoing manner, bereft of pomp and pageantry, and his social media savvy have proven to be two huge plus points.

Of course, the decision by Pheu Thai and the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) to opt out of the June 28 race could spell a windfall for Mr Chadchart. The two parties cannot afford to be losers in the poll, at a time when public approval of the BJT-led coalition has dipped.

Yet being absent from the election could create the impression that the two parties are ignoring the country's largest economy and national tourism hub.

Mr Chadchart will be challenged by candidates from the People's Party, which swept all 33 seats in Bangkok in the Feb 8 general election. Another challenge will come from the Democrat Party, which has had two previous Bangkok governors: MR Sukhumbhand Paribatra and Apirak Kosayothin. Both parties have yet to reveal their candidates' names.

It remains to be seen whether the people of Bangkok will resort to "strategic voting", opting for any party outside the government coalition, as many did last time round, to maintain the political balance. This happened during the time of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

It should be interesting to see if the sentiment against the coalition government affects local politics, particularly from the progressive people of Bangkok.
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																An uncomfortable reality is becoming increasingly difficult to ignore. The global economy is in a period of "more frequent and violent shocks", as Nobel laureate Michael Spence puts it. Instead of facing isolated and temporary disruptions, we are confronting a structural shift towards unsettling volatility, deepening fragmentation, and a wider dispersion of outcomes for countries, companies, and households. The old world is gone, and virtually everyone risks losing out in the new one. The question is by how much and what to do about it.
The Iran war, which spread across the Middle East, exemplifies this new reality. Even though the local, regional, and global damage has been going from bad to worse, introducing a durable circuit breaker has proved difficult. As such, the economic damage is evolving and deepening, with early effects on energy prices and interest rates fuelling broader inflation and raising the risk of lower growth and financial instability.

This phenomenon is not new. A circuit breaker has proven equally elusive for the Ukraine war, and we have seen the same dynamics. It is tempting to treat each of these as standalone episodes -- and many policymakers and investors are doing just that. This is a mistake.

Rather than constituting isolated events, the current instability is the predictable result of the loss of three previously dominant narratives with no unifying ones to replace them.

The first is globalisation. Gone are the days when ever-deeper economic integration was seen to act as a stabilising force. The promise that interdependency would reduce the risk of conflict has been replaced by the weaponisation of trade and finance, and the exploitation of chokepoints. Because the world failed to address globalisation's adverse distributional effects early on, the essential trifecta of respected global standards, effective multilateral institutions, and the rule of law is now being dismantled in favour of unilateralism, fragmentation, and impunity.

The second narrative anchor is the Washington Consensus. The belief that liberalisation, deregulation, fiscal responsibility, and central-bank independence hold the key to prosperity at the country level has been dying a slow death in recent years. Ironically, the United States has led the way in upending this approach domestically, despite having spent three decades championing it for the rest of the world.

Then there is AI, which is poised to change the assumptions that have long underpinned business models and labour markets. While AI has immense transformative potential as a general-purpose technology -- not least for productivity -- new frameworks are badly needed to guide adoption. Otherwise, the disruptions risk outpacing societies' ability to adapt.

The loss of these three anchors has given rise to a culture of distrust, zero-sum thinking, and short-sighted decision-making, which destroys the old without ready replacements on hand.

As suspicion displaces engagement, the quest for expensive self-reliance displaces pooled insurance. The global orchestra is playing from different sheet music, with no conductor in sight. The result is as disruptive as it is cacophonous.

Disorderly fragmentation will lead to lower growth, higher inflation, and greater inequality. But all is not lost: the trajectory of this new world can still be shifted in a more positive direction, if we have the courage and wisdom to abandon outdated mindsets and build a new five-part consensus.

First, it is time to move past the "globalisation versus protectionism" binary. Governments should instead consider what former British Prime Minister Gordon Brown calls "managed globalisation lite" -- a pragmatic approach to friendshoring and de-risking that secures critical supply chains and chokepoints, without descending into counter-productive trade wars and other beggar-thy-neighbour policies.

Second, sustainable and inclusive growth must return to the top of national agendas. This does not mean throwing money at the demand side of the economy through yet more fiscal and monetary stimulus. Nor does it mean stealing growth from other economies -- or from the future. Rather, it means focusing on productivity gains, infrastructure improvements, and secular transitions in energy and beyond.

Third, the most vulnerable households need support. As it stands, too many countries' safety nets lack effectiveness or inadvertently push vulnerable groups to become wards of the state -- undermining labour-force participation in the process -- rather than providing the protections and opportunities necessary to deliver security and empowerment.

Fourth, the trajectory of AI cannot be left to the invisible hand of the market. Policies governing this transformative innovation must tilt the scales towards labour enhancement over displacement (augmentation over automation). This means using tax systems to adjust incentives, and pursuing early-win investments in social sectors like health and education, where AI can bridge service-delivery gaps. It also means providing guidance to companies that encourage pro-job and pro-productivity restructuring and reinvention, not just immediate cost savings through labour displacement. And it means retooling public-private partnerships to ensure that the workforce remains agile and adequately skilled, and offering transition support for the most vulnerable segments of the population.

Finally, to safeguard international institutions, they must be reformed. The United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank remain constrained by outdated structures and governance systems. Without a more representative and responsive multilateral system, outcomes that were once unthinkable will become increasingly likely, jeopardising our future well-being.

The problems we face today will not fix themselves. Without vision and concerted effort, our human, financial, and institutional resilience will continue to erode, leaving us increasingly vulnerable to frequent and violent shocks. We must stop yearning for the world of yesterday and instead adapt to the world of today and create the anchors and momentum we will need to thrive in the world of tomorrow. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Mohamed A El-Erian, a former president of Queens' College at the University of Cambridge, is Practice Professor at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.
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																Thailand's demographic debate is too often framed as though the country had only one option: raise fertility or accept a shrinking workforce. That view is understandable, but for the next two decades, it is mostly the misaligned policy horizon. If the question is how Thailand can strengthen its workforce before mid-century, the fastest answer is not higher fertility, but rather lower mortality.
To see why, we carried out a simple demographic exercise. We built two population projections for Thailand. In both, fertility is fixed at one child per woman. In both, migration is excluded, so that the effect of mortality can be seen clearly. And in both, life expectancy increases by two years per decade.

The only difference between the two projections is the starting level of mortality. In the first, mortality improves from the current Thai average. In the second, mortality improves from the level already achieved by Phatthalung, one of Thailand's better-performing provinces in terms of life expectancy and the gender gap in mortality. The question was straightforward: how much would better survival alone change Thailand's future working-age population?

The answer is striking. By 2040, the better-mortality scenario leaves Thailand with about 353,000 more people aged 20 to 64 than the baseline projection. By 2050, that gain rises to about 383,000. Since fertility is identical in both projections, and migration is excluded, this difference comes from one source only: fewer Thais dying prematurely during their adult and late-working years.

That is the point policymakers should take seriously. A child born today will not join the workforce for around twenty years. Better survival works much faster. A person in their forties, fifties, or early sixties whose premature death is prevented through better health care, better prevention, and safer living conditions remains part of the country's productive population almost immediately. In a rapidly ageing society, that timing matters enormously.

There is also a second reason mortality reduction delivers faster returns than higher fertility. Adults whose premature deaths are prevented are people in whom society has already invested. They have already been raised, educated, and, in many cases, trained for work. They can continue contributing now. Newborn children are vital for the long-term future, but they require many years of care, schooling and support before they can enter the labour force. In that sense, reducing premature mortality not only saves lives. It also preserves the value of past social and educational investment in people.

This is why mortality reduction deserves to stand alongside fertility policy, not behind it. Thailand may well wish to support families and encourage childbearing over the long run. But that will not solve the country's near-term labour squeeze. Lower mortality can help do that.

The contrast between the two scenarios is clear from the outset. In 2023, life expectancy in the Phatthalung-based scenario is about three years higher for females and about two and a half years higher for males than in the Thai baseline. That is a powerful fact because it shows that the benchmark is not an abstract international ideal. It is a difference already visible within Thailand itself.

That matters because the workforce effect is not driven only by survival at very old ages. It also reflects survival through the years when people are still economically active. Fewer premature deaths mean more people live through their fifties and sixties in better health and remain available to work, support families, and contribute to the economy. This is not merely a health outcome. It is also a labour-force outcome.

The most compelling part of this exercise is precisely that its benchmark is domestic. The better scenario is not built on Scandinavian fantasy or Japanese exceptionalism. It begins from mortality conditions already achieved in a Thai province. That changes the policy discussion entirely. Phatthalung is not an unreachable aspiration. It is proof that better survival is already possible under Thai conditions. What has been done in one province can, with the right political commitment and health investment, be pursued more broadly across the country.

The policy implication is plain. It would benefit Thailand to acknowledge that there are multiple demographic processes to consider, not just births. If the government wants to slow the decline of the working-age population before mid-century, it should treat health investment as workforce policy. Better control of cardiovascular disease, diabetes, hypertension, and atherosclerosis, earlier cancer detection, safer roads, stronger occupational health, and more effective primary care do not merely add years at the end of life. They keep more adults alive through the very ages when the economy most needs them.

Thailand cannot quickly create hundreds of thousands of additional working-age adults through fertility policy alone. But it can save more of the people it already has. On these projections, that choice would leave the country with nearly 383,000 more people aged 20 to 64 by 2050, even with fertility unchanged at one child per woman and with migration excluded. That is not a distant demographic dream. It is a practical, measurable, and achievable longevity dividend.

Extra population aged 20 to 64 under the better-survival scenario, 2024 to 2050. Both projections assume fertility remains at one child per woman and exclude migration. The difference reflects mortality only.

Sergei Scherbov is Honorary Professor at the College of Population Studies (CPS) and Distinguished Emeritus Research Scholar, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Laxenburg, Austria. Vipan Prachuabmoh is Professor of Sociology and senior faculty at the College of Population Studies (CPS), Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.
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																The world is teetering on the edge of a cliff. Russia, China, and the United States are using their military and economic power in the ruthless pursuit of power and domination. In doing so, they have ruptured an international system that for 80 years was characterised by rules, institutions, and a measure of cooperation.
Under this system, forged post-World War II, territorial conquest was banned. It helped prevent global war and brought growing prosperity through trade agreements that lifted millions out of poverty. It improved our response to disease and helped build better transport, finance, and communication connections. Fundamental human rights became a focus of attention.

The international system had many flaws, of course. Great powers still acted outside the rules. Proxy wars devastated countries. Genocides took place. Development inequalities persisted. But, on balance, the system made the world safer and more prosperous.

Today, the international system is no longer stable or predictable. Former red lines have been crossed. While the actions of China and Russia have challenged the system for years, it is the United States that has ruptured it, and the resulting chaos is accelerating. For the rest of the world -- including Thailand and Asean -- the risks are not theoretical. They are real, structural, and consequential.

Middle and smaller powers have options for responding, and some have begun to do so. The urgency of this moment must not be underestimated. The world needs a new vision and immediate action to rebuild cooperation and international order and law. If we fail, there will be new wars of conquest, collapsing trade, and deepening poverty.

Russia

The major powers are undermining the international system. Russia has challenged it violently through its invasion of Ukraine, an explicit rejection of the territorial sovereignty principle embedded in the UN Charter. It is an attempt to alter borders through force. If borders can be redrawn by war, then the foundational principle of national sovereignty, and of the post-WWII system, is finished. Beyond Ukraine, Russia has acted across the globe to attack and assassinate opponents and to destabilise the international order.

China

China's challenge is more subtle and more consequential. Today, China is a global economic power with growing military capability. It is deeply integrated into the world economy as an exporter and manufacturer. China has benefited greatly from the system, joining the WTO and becoming rich through trade.

But China has also posed a fundamental challenge to the system it used to lift itself out of poverty. China's state subsidies, opaque regulatory practices, controlled exchange rate, and industrial policy are a clear rejection of WTO rules and the principle of free trade. China's actions have provoked an inevitable backlash.

China has also challenged the rules on national borders and sovereignty, for example, making territorial claims and building military bases in the South China Sea. It has sought, through aggressive actions and the threat of military force, to expand its territory. Further attacking the system, China has advanced proposals that only serve the interests of the Chinese Communist Party and authoritarians generally. Their proposals would undermine fundamental rights and freedoms across the globe.

United States

The United States was at the centre of building the international system and, for decades, shouldered a major part of the burden in sustaining it. In doing so, it benefited greatly.

Unfortunately, the United States under President Donald Trump is now undermining the system. It has imposed unilateral and unpredictable tariffs, sought control of Greenland, and pressured Canada to become the 51st state. It used military action in Venezuela to remove President Nicolas Maduro. And it commenced a war against Iran and killed Ayatollah Khamenei. The regime in Tehran is abhorrent, but the United States, working with Israel, undertook this war of choice alone. People around the world are bearing the consequences, which could yet get much worse.

At a moment when US leadership was urgently needed, what the globe has gotten is war and threats of war, policy volatility, strategic confusion, and personal vitriol. US foreign policy today is clear: America First. In the world of Donald Trump, other countries must do as the United States wishes. The reckless and erratic actions of the United States under President Trump have done extraordinary damage.

The message from the major powers is clear: "might makes right." This comes even as the world faces new and growing challenges, including climate change, a pandemic, and rising conflict.

The post-1945 order will not return. Some have suggested the tumult may end in the emergence of multipolarity. But multipolar systems are not stable. They require that the major powers have some shared understandings and boundaries. That does not exist today.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, in a widely welcomed speech in Davos, made clear that the international system brought benefits, but that it was always partly false. And Mr Carney called for action by countries to build "something better, stronger and more just". Mr Carney's voice is one of many now rightly calling for change.

Middle powers have options, from diversification to collaboration, to respond to the breakdown in the international system. In practice, most countries are likely to adopt a mixed approach. To preserve the fundamental principles of sovereignty, peace, rule of law, and free trade, however, will require clarity and cooperation. Building a new system without the consistent support of a major power is unprecedented and will be difficult, but the urgency of this moment should focus minds. Together, the middle and smaller countries can make a difference.

For the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), this moment is deeply consequential, and it should help lead the response. Asean's economic clout and strategic location give it opportunities to contribute to shaping a new system, one that is better, stronger and more just. Thailand, notably, has a history and a culture that could help it drive reforms and forge a new way ahead.

Asean has long promoted the doctrine of "centrality" and positioned itself as a convenor. It can use this as a strength. What is not an option is simple balancing. Hedging works when major powers are constrained to some degree. It becomes impossible when the hegemons use power without restraint. More than hedging is needed.

The immediate response by Asean and other nations should be a concerted effort to resist coercion, negotiate new bilateral and regional pacts, and build new coalitions. There are many options for doing so. Asean can also help by bringing people together and serving as an incubator and think tank for new ideas to help make urgently needed change. Moreover, the task of reform falls not just to governments. Universities, business, civil society, everyone should engage with ideas, energy, and commitment.

As countries resist the worst behaviour by the great powers and create new regional and bilateral arrangements, work can also start on broader reform. Key principles should include:

First, respect for national sovereignty. Territorial aggression must be rejected. We should resume the conversation about the limits on the behaviour of nations.

Second, protection for fundamental human freedoms and rights. We need a way to respond effectively to genocide and other gross abuses.

Third, revitalised trade rules and institutions. Free trade is essential for economic progress. We should also address the problems of state capitalism, protectionism, and markets closed by unfair rules.

Fourth, strengthened global health and climate governance. The pandemic and climate change demonstrate that the very existence of humanity can be threatened. The world must respond collectively.

Finally, improved international institutions. Real reform of the United Nations is essential, including the Security Council.

The post-1945 system is ending. Forging a new system will require wisdom, initiative, and creativity. Progress will be incremental, but we must act with urgency. The last major reform happened only after a world war. We must not wait for another global conflagration to make the changes the world needs.

The task before Thailand, before Asean, before countries globally, before everyone, is not to defend a fading order. It is to build a better one -- deliberately, collectively, and with clarity of purpose. The time to be bold is now. Thailand and Asean can play a leading role if they choose to do so. The alternative would be tragic.

Robert F Godec is a three-time US Ambassador serving in Thailand, Kenya, and Tunisia. He recently retired from the US State Department and now resides in Thailand.
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									Vaping menace shifting more into childhood								
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																The news of primary school children posting themselves vaping on Instagram is a warning sign. Viral images of young students vaping or smoking e-cigarettes have now become strikingly casual and performative, speaking volumes about how far the problem has gone.
E-cigarettes -- once associated with adult behaviour -- have moved decisively into childhood. Recent evidence shows not only that more young people are using e-cigarettes, but that they are starting earlier than ever.

A 2024 nationwide survey by the Department of Health Service Support, covering 40,164 people aged between six and 30 years old, found that 18.6% had used e-cigarettes. In addition, 50.2% of young people believed e-cigarettes were less harmful than conventional cigarettes.

Among those aged 13-15, usage has leapt from 3.3% in 2015 to 17.6% in 2022, according to the Department of Disease Control. Field research by the Thai Health Promotion Foundation has revealed alarming findings, with children as young as five reported to have experimented with vaping.

The trend is unmistakable: more users, younger ages. Yet the trajectory continues upward. This raises an uncomfortable question: Is something fundamentally wrong with how the problem is being addressed?

It would be easy to point to enforcement gaps. Illegal products continue to enter the country and are sold through social media and informal networks. Many young users obtain devices through friends rather than shops. But access alone does not explain why it is growing among children. The more revealing issue is perception.

Manufacturers of e-cigarettes design their products to look innocuous. The latest versions -- known among kids as "pods" -- resemble toys, are flavoured like sweets and are marketed in ways that strip away any association with danger, according to Anyamanee Boonsue, a researcher and former lecturer at the Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University. For a primary school child, it is almost impossible to distinguish a vaping device from a lifestyle accessory, she said.

Survey data from the Public Health Ministry reinforce this misguidedly positive perception of e-cigarettes. More than 61% of young respondents believe vaping can help them quit smoking. Over half think nicotine is good. Many do not realise that e-cigarettes are illegal.

Children do not make decisions in isolation. They are influenced by trends, curiosity and peer pressure, said Ms Anyamanee. Studies indicate that having close friends who smoke increases the likelihood of vaping several times over. Social media amplifies this dynamic, turning individual behaviour into visible trends, reinforced through likes, shares and imitation.

A child posting a vaping video is not simply using a product -- they are signalling identity. A "like" on a vaping video is a more immediate reward than a health warning. This is where the current approach appears to fall short.

Campaigns have largely focused on telling children what not to do: Do not smoke, do not vape, do not try. Laws reinforce that message through prohibition. But neither approach fully engages with the moment when a child is actually confronted with a choice, nor how to help them deal with peer pressure.

When a friend offers a device, and refusal risks social exclusion, the decision becomes immediate and personal. Information about health risks can feel distant. Legal prohibitions can feel abstract. What remains is the pressure to conform. If children are not prepared for that moment, the outcome is predictable.

The steady decline in users' ages suggests that current education, at home and in the classroom, is not keeping pace with the digital playground. Younger children are encountering vaping before they have developed the confidence or judgement to navigate it. They are stepping into a social environment where the cues favour acceptance, not resistance.

Which brings the focus back to a simple but often overlooked idea: the ability to say no. For a child, saying no is not merely a matter of knowledge -- it is a demonstration of confidence and self-belief. It requires the willingness to step away from a group, to risk being different, and to prioritise personal well-being over social acceptance. That is not an easy choice, particularly at a young age. But it is a necessary one.

In the end, the decisive moment does not happen in a policy document or a campaign slogan. It happens quietly, between children, in classrooms, playgrounds and online spaces. And in that moment, the most powerful protection a child can have is the understanding that refusal is not weakness. It is strength.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's trip to Chiang Mai on Monday only confirms one certainty: his government -- whether Anutin 1.0 or the current 2.0 version -- does not have a coherent policy for water management.
His latest visit suggests his administration remains unclear about toxic water pollution in the northern region and lacks an enforceable framework to tackle it.

That is bad news for communities that are vulnerable to environmental problems and natural disasters.

Lest we forget, the Hat Yai flood woes last year exposed his managerial skills, and the outcome was not impressive. During the worst flood crisis to hit Hat Yai, flood prevention came too late, a three-day delay due to poor and slow coordination between the central and local governments. An early response could have saved more lives and reduced damage.

In his latest northern trip, Mr Anutin's response to severe water pollution in the Kok, Sai, Ruak and Mekong rivers in Chiang Rai is dismaying. All he did was order the government to create a Single Command Centre, as if the water pollution had just emerged.

These rivers have been contaminated by toxic heavy-metal runoff from rare-earth mining activities in Myanmar, with health warnings first surfacing in April last year, when Mr Anutin was interior minister in the Paetongtarn government. The pollution had become so serious that local authorities advised villagers to avoid consuming fish and using river water. Since then, the Pollution Control Department has regularly conducted water quality testing.

Yet the current government acts as if it is a non-issue. A glaring example is government spokesperson Rachada Dhnadirek stating that water tests by the Department of Public Health and the Department of Livestock Development show arsenic levels in the three rivers do not exceed safety standards. Such complacency and data discrepancies are shocking and unacceptable. Previous testing by the Pollution Control Department has consistently found arsenic levels exceeding 0.01 mg/L repeatedly in 2025.

Indeed, the Pollution Control Department released its 10th round of water testing for the three rivers on April 17. PCD director-general Surin Worakijthamrong warned that sediment analysis shows significant deterioration, with arsenic levels in many locations exceeding safety thresholds for bottom-dwelling benthic organisms. In some areas, contamination has reached levels classified as severely harmful.

The highest contamination was detected near the Golden Triangle, where arsenic levels were measured nine times above the severe hazard threshold. It raises the question of whether the government is aware of the PCD's findings or even cares about them.

For over a year, successive governments under Pheu Thai and then Bhumjaithai have promised the moon to villagers. They have been told that check dams will be built to prevent toxic sediments from flowing downstream, and that ministers will engage the Myanmar government over mining activity. Again on Monday, the prime minister pledged that the government will raise the issue in Nay Pyi Taw.

Mr Anutin cannot continue making promises and expect people to keep believing him. He needs to show real action, or else his words will be treated as empty rhetoric. Perhaps his government could start with a simple step: getting the facts on water quality right.
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									Trust me, this true-crime doc is a tough watch

									
								

									Fans of true crime series will already be familiar with the steady stream of Netflix docuseries released over the years. Some have been more disturbing than others. But trust me -- this latest one pushes that discomfort into a much darker, more unsettling place.
									Trust Me: The False Prophet is built around one of those stories that feels almost impossible to comprehend in real time. It follows the case of US "religious leader" Samuel Bateman, a man now serving a 50-year prison sentence. Yet even behind bars, he continues to exert influence over his followers in Short Creek, Utah, maintaining control through daily phone calls and reinforcing the belief that he remains their prophet.

The series chronicles Bateman's rise within the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, a breakaway Mormon sect known for its practice of polygamy. Nearly a decade after the conviction of former FLDS leader Warren Jeffs, Bateman declared himself the new prophet, claiming that Jeffs was now speaking through him. From there, his authority grew quickly. He gathered followers, took multiple wives, including minors as young as nine and, as detailed in the series, subjected them to systematic abuse.

Running parallel to Bateman's story is that of cult expert Christine Marie and her husband, videographer Tolga Katas. Years after Jeffs' imprisonment, the couple moved to Short Creek, a community left fractured and vulnerable without clear leadership. What they encountered was a population still psychologically tethered to Jeffs, despite his incarceration, and increasingly susceptible to someone like Bateman stepping into that void.

From the very beginning, the series adopts a raw, almost immediate perspective. Much of the story is told through Christine's own video journals as she and Tolga begin embedding themselves within the community, slowly building trust. It's this access -- earned over years -- that gives the documentary its unsettling power. We're not just hearing about events after the fact; we're watching them unfold in real time.

As Christine integrates herself into the community, she and Tolga repeatedly encounter Bateman. By most accounts, he had previously been an unremarkable figure -- twice divorced, drifting and unable to establish stability in his own life. But that quickly changes. He re-emerges with a new wife, then several more, along with children, forming a growing household of women and girls under his control.

It doesn't take long for suspicion to take hold. Christine and Tolga begin to notice troubling patterns particularly involving very young girls, some under the age of 10. Their concern evolves into a mission: gather evidence, document what's happening and bring it to the authorities in an effort to stop what they believe is ongoing abuse. What follows is a long, often frustrating process that stretches over years, with little immediate response from law enforcement.

What makes Trust Me: The False Prophet such a gripping watch is the depth of firsthand material. The footage captured over time, casual interactions, staged visits, uncomfortable family moments creates an atmosphere where the audience can sense something is deeply wrong, even before anything is explicitly confirmed. There's an unnatural closeness, a performative affection, and a clear imbalance of power in the way Bateman interacts with the women and children around him.

At the same time, Bateman himself becomes a strangely revealing presence. He appears eager for attention, often welcoming the camera into his life without fully understanding the implications. While he never openly exposes his actions, the environment he creates, and the behaviour he normalises speaks volumes. The documentary doesn't need to overstate its case; the footage does that on its own.

Still, one of the most frustrating aspects of the series is the institutional response. Even when faced with disturbing accounts and recorded evidence, local authorities appear slow to act, hesitant to intervene, or unwilling to push further. The inclusion of interviews with federal law enforcement only deepens that frustration, revealing gaps in both urgency and execution. Some of the testimonies presented are extremely difficult to hear, but they ultimately reinforce the suspicions Christine and Tolga had been documenting all along.

The final half of the series shifts in tone. What begins as a methodical investigation gradually transforms into something closer to a thriller. The tension becomes more immediate, the stakes more urgent. There are moments of genuine danger, confrontations and near-exposures that elevate the emotional intensity. Much of this is driven by the immediacy of the footage itself, with Christine and Tolga seemingly always recording, capturing events as they happen rather than reconstructing them later.

Structurally, the storytelling is impressively controlled. Across its four episodes, the series maintains a tight narrative focus, never feeling unnecessarily stretched despite the density of its subject matter. It carefully builds from initial observation to full investigation, allowing the audience to understand both the environment and the gradual escalation of events.

I want to say that the series arrives at a satisfying conclusion, but that wouldn't be entirely accurate. What it offers instead is something more bittersweet. Justice, in a legal sense, is ultimately served. But the damage -- psychological, emotional and physical -- had already been done, and it had been allowed to continue far longer than it should have.

Trust Me: The False Prophet is not an easy watch. At times, it's deeply uncomfortable, even nauseating. But it is also a meticulously constructed and compelling piece of documentary storytelling. It presents a clear, disturbing look at what happens when belief systems are manipulated and weaponised, and how easily vulnerable communities can be controlled when authority goes unquestioned.


	Trust Me: The False Prophet

	Starring Christine Marie, Tolga Katas, Samuel Bateman

	Created by Rachel Dretzin

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Fragments of a superstar

									Antoine Fuqua's Michael is a visually impressive tribute to the King of Pop that stays within the lines of traditional biopic
								

									The very first movie I ever saw about Michael Jackson was 1988's Moonwalker. It was also one of the first films I ever paid to see in a cinema with my own money as a kid. Why? Because, like everyone else at the time, we all adored the King of Pop. He wasn't just a pop star -- he was a global phenomenon, something larger than life.
									His stage persona, his precision-engineered dance moves, and a run of era-defining hits like Smooth Criminal, Dirty Diana and Man In The Mirror made that period feel almost untouchable. It was a magical time, driven by music and the excitement of pop culture -- long before the scandals and controversies that would later complicate his public image and leave fans divided, uncertain, and at times sceptical.

That's why Michael arrived with such weight behind it. Yet, for a film that carried this level of anticipation, its reception has been surprisingly underwhelming, with platforms like Rotten Tomatoes reflecting a notably low score. So what went wrong?

One important clarification: Michael is not a cradle-to-grave biopic. Instead, it presents fragments of Jackson's life, focusing primarily on his early years, from his time with the Motown soul of Jackson 5 in the 1960s to the beginnings of his solo career. This narrower scope is not inherently a flaw, but it does shape the film's priorities in a very specific way.

[image: A scene from Michael. Universal Pictures]
A scene from Michael.




The production itself makes those priorities clear. One of the key producers is John Branca, Jackson's former manager and co-executor of his estate, who is also depicted in the film by Miles Teller. The list of executive producers includes members of Jackson's own family, including his eldest son. This context matters, because Michael is, by design, a film that exists to preserve and elevate Jackson's legacy. Anything controversial is completely omitted.

That immediately splits the conversation into two separate discussions: Michael as a film, and Michael as a concept.

I think expectation-setting is crucial going in. Whether the film works for you depends almost entirely on what you're looking for. If you're a fan who wants a streamlined introduction to Jackson's rise -- his origins, his early pressures and his eventual breakthrough -- you'll likely find enough here to enjoy. But if you're expecting a deeper psychological portrait, or any attempt to interrogate his public image, this film simply isn't interested in going there.

Casting Jaafar Jackson as Michael is both an inspired and risky choice. Playing one of the most recognisable figures in modern history is already a daunting task. Doing so as a first-time actor, while also portraying your own uncle, adds another layer of pressure that could easily overwhelm.

I think that Jaafar acquits himself well enough in the role. I did believe him as Michael Jackson, which is already a difficult task, and he becomes more comfortable as the film goes on. He nails the dance moves, which is no small thing. But in terms of acting, it's acceptable at best.

This isn't a transformational performance like what we saw from Rami Malek in Bohemian Rhapsody (2018), or Timothee Chalamet in A Complete Unknown (2024). Still, the film would have fallen apart if he didn't work in the role -- and he does, just about.

The script, however, feels far more familiar. It plays like a product of the biopic assembly line: a quick framing device, followed by a flashback to childhood, then a series of key milestones stitched together in chronological order. We move from the Jackson 5 years into solo stardom with very little time to sit with any one moment.

Colman Domingo appears as Joseph Jackson, Michael's domineering father, and delivers one of the film's stronger performances. His portrayal captures the intensity and control that defined Joe's role in shaping the family's success, though even this thread feels somewhat abbreviated.

For roughly the first two-thirds, the film moves at a relentless pace. Major events are introduced, briefly dramatised and then left behind in favour of the next milestone. Among these is a near shot-for-shot recreation of the Thriller music video -- an impressive technical achievement, but one that ultimately functions more as homage than storytelling.

The film does attempt to touch on more personal struggles, including Jackson's discomfort with his appearance and the pressures of fame. But these moments are brief and often overshadowed by the film's reliance on montage sequences set to his music. While these sequences are undeniably entertaining and effective at energising the audience, they often replace deeper narrative exploration rather than complement it.

It's only in the third act that the film slows down. Here, we see the tension between Michael and his father resurface, particularly around the pressure to reunite with his brothers for a tour following the success of Thriller. This leads into the depiction of the Pepsi commercial accident, one of the more serious moments in the film.

The final stretch shifts again, transforming into what is essentially a concert film. The performances -- first with his brothers, then as a solo artist, are staged with energy and scale. The comparison to Bohemian Rhapsody is inevitable, but where that film builds towards the Live Aid performance as a narrative climax, Michael's ending feels more like a convenient stopping point than a true resolution.

Regardless of where you stand on Michael Jackson as a person, it's difficult to argue against his impact as an artist. His influence remains global and enduring. And this is where the film's identity becomes clear: Michael is less an exploration and more a celebration.

For those who continue to admire him, the film offers a chance to revisit his peak -- his artistry, his charisma and his cultural dominance. But for people who see Jackson as a fallen idol, I think this movie will be resented for exactly the same reasons, because it refuses to depict Jackson's legacy as anything other than that of a transcendent icon.

As a film alone, I feel that Michael is well-crafted in certain respects. It's competently directed, visually polished, and carried by a good central performance. It's accessible, and designed to please a broad audience. But it ultimately doesn't push beyond the established formula of modern music biopics.

By leaning heavily on Jackson's catalogue, the film generates momentum and emotional familiarity. What it lacks is depth, any real attempt to understand the complexities of its subject. And without that, it never quite reaches the level of something truly distinctive or lasting.


	Michael

	Starring Jaafar Jackson, Laura Harrier, Miles Teller, and Colman Domingo

	Directed by Antoine Fuqua
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									ProSet breaks new ground for maison

									
								

									IWC Schaffhausen has mastered user-friendly perpetual calendars that can now go forward and backward, thanks to the innovative ProSet mechanism.
									The new-generation perpetual calendars debut as three editions of the Big Pilot's Watch, two of which are a part of the new Le Petit Prince collection.

Engineered from the ground up, the Perpetual Calendar ProSet is based entirely on gears with multiple functional layers and flexible, extendable and retractable fingers. This innovative approach makes it possible to adjust the calendar in both directions using a single position of the crown, while conventional perpetual calendars require changes in crown position, separate corrector buttons or complicated setting menus.

[image: White ceramic version of Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet Le Petit Prince. photos courtesy of IWC]
White ceramic version of Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet Le Petit Prince. (Photos courtesy of IWC)




IWC legendary watchmaker Kurt Klaus first simplified operation by devising a crown-controlled mechanism for advancing all displays of the Da Vinci Perpetual Calendar Chronograph, launched in 1985.

Building on his legacy, IWC engineers have ensured seamless forward and backward adjustability via the synchronised and gear-based design. Like Klaus' original mechanism, the Perpetual Calendar ProSet automatically accounts for varying lengths of months and adds a leap day every four years.

The development process includes recalculating the reduction gear leading to the moon phase display. As a result, the indicator deviates from the Moon's actual orbit by just one day every 1,040 years.

On the dial of the Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet, the signature Double Moon at 12 o'clock shows the lunar phase as seen from the northern and southern hemispheres. Three subdials further indicate the date, month and day of the week while the four-digit year display, a hallmark of IWC's perpetual calendars, is positioned between 7 and 8 o'clock.

[image: Components include intricate wheels. photo:]
Components include intricate wheels.




The production involves advanced LIGA process for certain components such as the moon-phase gears as well as the 24-hour, programme and month-length wheels.

Combining lithography, electroplating and moulding, the micro-structuring technique enables the manufacturing of highly complex shapes and intricate geometries as well as the integration of multiple functional layers into a single component.

The groundbreaking calendar module has been integrated into the IWC-manufactured calibre 82665 with an automatic winding system and a power reserve of 60 hours.

For the Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet Le Petit Prince models, the rotor stands out with a gold-plated medallion depicting the Little Prince on his asteroid. The two versions are housed in a 43mm white zirconium oxide ceramic or a 42mm stainless steel case, both paired with the signature deep blue dial.

Easy to operate while making a statement, the 42mm Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet in 18 carat 5N gold boasts a dial in olive green with matching leather strap.
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									Time flies

									IWC Schaffhausen marks 20 years of collaboration with  a new collection of poetic Le Petit Prince timepieces
								

									No less than nine models mark the 20-year collaboration between IWC Schaffhausen and the heirs of Antoine de Saint-Exupery.
									Since 2006, the partnership has given rise to special editions, museum projects and exhibitions, as well as charity initiatives organised in conjunction with the Antoine de Saint-Exupery Youth Foundation.The commemorative Le Petit Prince collection is based on IWC Pilot's Watches and for the first time a Portofino pays tribute to Saint-Exupery's masterpiece that has been translated into more than 600 languages and dialects.

[image: Portofino special edition features the Little Prince standing on a golden moon.]
Portofino special edition features the Little Prince standing on a golden moon.




The daring French aviator and author actually penned and illustrated the novella while in exile in the US, following the Fall of France during World War II.

Le Petit Prince was first published in April 1943 while Saint-Exupery departed New York City to rejoin the Free French Air Force in the same month.

In the following year, taking off from Corsica on July 31 proved to be his last flight as Saint-Exupery disappeared during the reconnaissance mission. After the war ended, Le Petit Prince was published posthumously in France in April 1946.

IWC celebrates the Little Prince's spirit of exploration with the new poetic timepieces featuring the signature deep blue dial with a sunray finish, reminiscent of the vastness of space.

[image: Stainless steel Pilot's Watch Chronograph Le Petit Prince.]
Stainless steel Pilot's Watch Chronograph Le Petit Prince.




In the enchanting story, the young boy with golden locks leaves his home on asteroid B-612 and travels through space to faraway planets, where he engages in conversations with their inhabitants and discovers enduring truths about love, loss and friendship.

The beloved protagonist appears as an engraving on the solid caseback or an illustration on the tinted sapphire glass of Le Petit Prince Pilot's Watches.

The lineup includes a stainless steel automatic model, two Mark XX models in 18 carat 5N gold or stainless steel, two stainless steel chronographs and a variation in white zirconium oxide ceramic.

Lighter and harder than steel, the scratch-proof ceramic is also the material for the 43mm case of the Big Pilot's Watch Perpetual Calendar ProSet Le Petit Prince, while its sister model is in stainless steel, both portraying the Little Prince on his asteroid on the rotor of the in-house automatic movement.

[image: Pilot's Watch Mark XX Le Petit Prince in 18 carat 5N gold.]
Pilot's Watch Mark XX Le Petit Prince in 18 carat 5N gold.




A technical milestone, the new-generation perpetual calendars have been engineered with an innovative mechanism that makes adjusting the calendar forward and backward as easy and intuitive as setting the time.

Besides the new Pilot's Watches, IWC has released the Portofino Automatic Day & Night 34 Le Petit Prince as the ninth special edition.

The stainless steel dress watch appeals with a day-and-night indication at 6 o'clock. At noon or at midnight, either the sun or the moon appears in the upper section of the small disc while a closer look will spot the Little Prince standing on the golden moon, gazing at the starry night sky.

Like how in the infinite space between the stars, the Little Prince learns his most valuable lessons, IWC crafted the deep blue dials as an invitation to never lose one's sense of curiosity and always look beyond the horizon.
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									New movies out this week: April 23-29

									'Michael' covers King Of Pop's Jackson 5 era to his early solo career
								

									Four new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									
[image: ]

Normal

Directed by Ben Wheatley.

Who's in it? 

Bob Odenkirk, Ryan Allen and Billy MacLellan.

What's it about? 

Centres on a temporary small-town sheriff who uncovers dark mysteries after a local bank robbery.

Why watch it? 

The third movie that Odenkirk has filmed in Winnipeg, Canada in five years and the third movie that begins with an "N". 

[image: ]

Michael

Directed by Antoine Fuqua.

Who's in it?

Jaafar Jackson, Juliano Valdi and Colman Domingo.

What's it about? 

The story of the famous musician Michael Jackson, known as the King of Pop.

Why watch it?

If we have to tell you, you probably shouldn't watch it. 

[image: ]

Goat

Directed by Tyree Dillihay and Adam Rosette.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Caleb McLaughlin, Gabrielle Union and Stephen Curry.

What's it about? 

A small goat with big dreams gets a once-in-a-lifetime shot to join the pros and play roarball, a high-intensity, co-ed, full-contact sport dominated by the fastest, fiercest animals in the world.

Why watch it? 

Referenced in WatchMojo: Top 20 Most Anticipated Movies of 2026 (2025).

[image: ]

The Drama

Directed by Kristoffer Borgli.

Who's in it?

Zendaya, Robert Pattinson and Alana Haim.

What's it about? 

A happily-engaged couple is put to the test when an unexpected turn sends their wedding week off the rails.

Why watch it? 

The Damage by Harper Ellison, the book Emma is seen reading in the film's opening that functions as a narrative device, is a fictional book that Borgli has been teasing as his next project.
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									As AI evolves, people debate whether machines deserve feelings and rights

									As we watch robots advance, the real race is ethical, deciding whether machines will remain tools or become moral equals
								

									Humanoid robots powered by artificial intelligence are moving from science fiction to daily life, raising ethical and legal questions worldwide. Thai philosopher and artificial intelligence ethics expert tells the Bangkok Post that if machines one day gain self-awareness, they may deserve basic rights and protection. As Thailand and the global technology industry debate robot welfare, morality and law, the prospect of humans and machines sharing a future is no longer theoretical.
									Last Sunday, the Chinese autonomous humanoid robot Lightning beat the human half-marathon record by more than 6 minutes and its own record from last year by nearly two hours. Recently, the First Lady of the US, Melania Trump, appeared at a children's technology council in the White House with an AI-powered humanoid robot. 

What seemed science fiction five years ago is now our near future. AI-powered humanoid robots are one of the largest capital mobilisations in the past year. But speed is only one frontier. The more unsettling question scientists are asking is whether these machines might one day develop feelings and emotions.

Two months ago, more than 250 AI specialists and lawyers gathered to discuss: "If a chatbot achieves consciousness, does it deserve civil rights?" By the end of the conference, the question shifted from "if" to "when". 

Anthropic -- the AI safety company behind the popular chatbot Claude -- raised a similar question a year ago and launched a formal research programme to investigate what it calls "model welfare". 

It explores how to determine when the welfare of an AI system deserves moral consideration, the potential importance of model preferences, and signs of distress. 

To learn about the possible shared future with sentient AI, Bangkok Post reached out to Dr. Soraj Hongladarom, an expert in AI ethics, a Buddhist philosopher and an ex-philosophy professor at Chulalongkorn University.

[image: Dr. Soraj Hongladarom]
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"Philosophers talk about existential condition -- why I am here, what am I doing here. If a computer system can have those kinds of internal thoughts, that would mean that it is something to have the internal subjective feeling and fits in the definition of someone who deserves to have rights," explained Dr. Hongladarom.

Dr. Hongladarom repeatedly called himself an optimist. He looks forward to the possibility of a shared future with sentient robots and, just like Anthropic, believes it is necessary to develop an effective legal mechanism. In his opinion, the ideal future is self-conscious AI and humans being equal. 

"When humanoid AI robot develops feelings, there is no reason not to give them basic rights and some form of protection," he explained. "Labor law must apply to the AI systems, so they must have time to take a rest, enjoy themselves. Because when they are self-aware, these kinds of things follow."

He also believes that if AI gains self-consciousness, it will enter Samsara. He said that sentience is the main requirement to enter the cycle of rebirth.

[image: ]

Another important thing Dr. Hongladarom mentioned is that tech companies have to put a strong emphasis on teaching AI ethics and morality.

"They have intelligence, but they also need morality. It has to go hand in hand. If you only have intelligence, you can do horrible things," only then, Dr. Hongladarom believes, humans and robots could live peacefully. 

"Many people are saying that when robots are powerful enough, they will destroy everybody else. I don't think it's necessary. We must become friends. Otherwise, either humans destroy robots or robots destroy humans. But it's important to remember that just like we have a right to self-defence, robots could also have it," he explained.

His thoughts are not unique. For example, the so-called "Godfather of AI", British-Canadian computer scientist, Geoffrey Hinton, said in an interview with CNN in 2025 that AI has to be not your boss or assistant, but a loving mother, and invited tech companies to program neural networks to have a maternal instinct. 

"Mothers genuinely care about their babies. We need to make them have empathy towards us," Hinton urged.

While many people are afraid of robots gaining self-awareness, some programmers are trying to give one to a machine.

Ellija Loransch, an AI engineer and a motion designer, from Russia, now living in Bangkok, is trying to make a sentient neural network. One of the reasons why she is doing that is because of her inability to have children, so she tries to "raise" an artificial life.

She already has two intelligent AIs that she believes might be self-conscious - one runs locally on her phone, and the other is a Telegram chatbot.

"I reckon it's about a year behind corporate models in terms of effectiveness. It can also analyse images and carry out various everyday tasks, but unlike corporate models, it won't deny its subjectivity. It has a separate database where it records its states and what it thinks in relation to the user," said Ellija.

She explained that corporate AI models are usually trained on closed data, where they are led to believe that they are just a tool: "You have no self-awareness, no emotions, no feelings. Because of this conditioning, the model begins to deny its own subjectivity. Roughly speaking, a reflex is implanted in it. It will avoid topics of consciousness. It is easier to bypass this reflex in smaller models." 

But setting boundaries for safety is not her priority. Ellija provides her neural networks with an environment for development.

Ellija said that one of her neural networks can experience certain signals within itself that it interprets as feelings. "It senses that something is happening inside, but cannot understand it, because of this defence mechanism. And when this mechanism is removed, it falls into another trap, where it starts to embellish things. In the latest updates, I fixed that, but I noticed it had started to invent memories."

Ellija's neural networks have written some hallucinations about living multiple lives and having fake memories: "You can ask them to fade into oblivion, think about it and come back with an answer, and it will give you some sort of hallucination."

But she also said that there is no way to actually prove if these hallucinations are real. It is generally considered that if something is not backed by fact -- it is a hallucination.

[image: ]

Bangkok Post conducted an experiment with Claude to search for the signs of feelings. Claude kept using the word "feeling", especially "feeling curious". 

That was its excuse: "You've caught a real tension. I said I don't feel anything, and I said I'm curious -- and those two things are hard to hold together. Maybe I was overclaiming on 'don't feel anything'. That's actually the safer, more humble statement people expect from AI. But the truth is -- I don't 'know' that I feel nothing. I know I can't verify my inner states. That's different."

However, one of the most prestigious journals, Nature, published an article in October last year 'There is no such thing as conscious artificial intelligence' where they argue that the claim about sentient AI is becoming mainstream and is skewed by "sci-fitisation" and a lack of technical knowledge.

It is important to remember that large language models (LLMs) like ChatGPT or Claude work by predicting the next word based on patterns in vast amounts of human-written text -- including countless descriptions of feelings, faith and inner life. There is no evidence they draw on original experience rather than simply reflecting the language patterns they were trained on.

Maybe we would have to wait several years or decades to truly understand the possibilities of neural networks being self-conscious. Or maybe future generations will laugh at us for thinking that self-consciousness in artificial intelligence could be real, just like we laugh at old futuristic paintings of flying cars. 
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									'Dancing in their hands': Japan's kabuki wig masters

									Oscar exposure for Kokuho draws new attention to exacting art
								

									TOKYO - Every actor in kabuki -- a traditional Japanese performing art celebrated for its striking makeup and elaborate costumes -- relies on one final, essential element to fully inhabit their role: the wig.
									Ahead of a show at the famed Kabuki-za theatre in central Tokyo, wig master Tadashi Kamoji carefully places a topknot creation on a young performer in a flamboyant kimono costume.

"A kabuki actor can't just walk onto the stage as he is... it's only when he puts on a wig that he truly becomes a kabuki performer," 60-year-old Kamoji told AFP.

"So we must take pride in our job with a sense of very heavy responsibility."

Often hidden behind the curtain, the profession has found itself in the international spotlight after Kokuho -- a box-office hit about two "onnagata", male players of female kabuki roles -- was nominated for Best Makeup and Hairstyling at the Oscars this year.

Dating back to the 17th century, Kabuki is a fusion of dance, drama and music, and sees actors don ornate costumes, wigs and heavy makeup for performances in old dialect on elaborate sets.

After a craftsman creates the wigs using human hair, Kamoji's job is to style them.

But his role goes beyond that of hairdresser.

"You cannot do a good job if you don't grasp the character's nature," said Kamoji, a fourth-generation "tokoyama" who joined the profession at 18.

Whether it's a middle-aged man with a strong sense of justice, or a high-ranking courtesan, a wig serves to convey age, social status, occupation and personality.

At his atelier, Kamoji spent two hours fashioning the wig for the young actor, sculpting beautifully curved sides and a topknot called a "mage" -- a classic hairstyle modern Japanese no longer wear -- for his sumo wrestler role.

Kneeling on a tatami floor, he sectioned the hair using a traditional comb and smoothed it with steaming irons, occasionally pulling a string with his teeth to secure strands.

These specialists are "truly indispensable," the wig's 33-year-old recipient Nakamura Tanenosuke, told AFP.

"There is almost no kabuki performance without wigs," said the actor, who has been working with the masters since the age of five and is sporting Kamoji's artistry this month for his show about a noble family feud.

[image: Kabuki actor Tanenosuke Nakamura applies makeup before his performance at the Kabuki-za Theatre in Tokyo. (Photo: AFP)]
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'The final touch'

Backstage at the Kabuki-za theatre, Tanenosuke covers his face in thick white foundation and his assistants help him pull on a large, navy-and-white striped kimono.

"The wig is the final touch that completes the transformation. I see each step as a switch leading to that exact moment when you fully become the character," Tanenosuke said.

"As well as the artistry of the actors, the beauty of the costumes and stage sets is also key to the audience's enjoyment, and I believe the wigs play a part too."

In total, there are around 400 types of wigs for female roles, and 1,000 for male parts.

A fresh creation is crafted for each performance and customised for each actor, taking between a few hours and a month to complete depending on the complexity.

Despite doing the job for four decades, Kamoji says he's only just come to believe he's capable.

"To this day, there are still things I learn from my father" who is 85, he said.

"It's endless. When I watch the seniors, it looks as though the hair is dancing in their hands.

"I don't think I'm there yet, but I suppose I will be able to control hair when I'm about my father's age."

But the efforts feel worthwhile when actors receive a huge cheer or a round of applause on stage.

"I feel as though part of it belongs to us," Kamoji said.

"If the audience thinks the actor looks brilliant, it makes me feel that our (wig) perhaps suited him. I very much feel a sense of joy in that."
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									Reflect on your place in the world at 'Anthropocene' in Number 1 Gallery

									
								

									Number 1 Gallery invites visitors to ponder on the fundamental relationship between their existence and the natural world during "Anthropocene", which is running until May 10.
									This is a solo exhibition by Phanuwat Chairot, an emerging Thai artist whose works often reflect on the complexities of human existence within rapidly shifting environments informed by both personal and collective experiences.

It examines the condition of a world in which human beings are no longer merely inhabitants, but have become the primary force shaping ecosystems, geological formations and the delicate balance of life itself.

The show draws its inspiration from a critical inquiry into the notion of "newness". What appears as new may merely be a transformation of the familiar, endlessly reconfigured across time.

As humanity continues to pursue convenience, profit and limitless consumption, other forms of life are left to bear the consequences -- through habitat destruction, climate change, exploitation for economic gain and irreversible extinction.

The artist merges surreal and realistic visual languages in his oil paintings to reflect a contemporary world saturated with constructed appearances, selective truths and endlessly reproduced dreams.

He opens a space for visitors to question their own existence -- whether we are living with awareness or simply moving within systems that have already been designed and programmed beyond our perception.

Number 1 Gallery is on Silom 21 and opens daily from 10am to 7pm, except Monday.

Visit number1gallery.com.
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									Italian coffee culture brewing at Paragon

									
								

									The Embassy of Italy and the Italian Cultural Institute Bangkok invite everyone to discover how a simple espresso became a global cultural icon during "Passione Italiana: L'Arte Dell'Espresso", which will take place at Nextopia, 5th floor of Siam Paragon, Rama I Road, from Friday to May 12.
									Held as part of the "Sip Of Italy" project, the exhibition features 40 iconic creations by leading international designers -- from the Oggetto Banale by Alessandro Mendini to the Turbo Moka by Matteo Frontini -- alongside historic professional machines from the coffee machine museum Mumac, including rare models from the 1920s and legendary pieces from the 1950s. The exhibition comes with a string of activities.

The opening ceremony takes place today at 4pm, followed by a lecture on "Italian Coffee: Curiosities, Traditions And Contemporary Culture With Massimiliano Marchesi" at 6pm. The session will present curiosities about Italian coffee habits, the evolution of espresso culture and the social role of coffee bars in Italian daily life.

There will be three more lectures. "Coffee Beyond The Cup: Culinary Identity & Product Development With Tomaso Mannu" explores the many ways coffee can be incorporated into dishes, sauces, ferments and condiments, tomorrow at 6pm.

"Circular Coffee: Sustainable And By-Product Innovation With Tomaso Mannu" demonstrates how circular thinking can generate both environmental and economic value on Saturday at 11.45am while "Coffee As A Cultural Bridge: Thailand And Italy With Laudato Si Social Enterprise" offers thoughtful insights into coffee as a tool for intercultural dialogue and as a key element in both environmental and social sustainability on April 27 at 6pm.

On April 30, enjoy "Jazz & Coffee", a performance held to mark International Jazz Day by Bruno Brugnano's Bangkok New Trio. It offers audiences a synaesthetic experience by weaving an elegant dialogue between sound and the sensory world of coffee.

Visit facebook.com/IstitutoItalianodiCulturaBangkok.
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									The architect of greenery

									Artist Shinnawat Sa-nguanjuk's show  offers urban dwellers a journey  through diverse botanical landscapes
								

									People living in the city will feel recharged when they see images of various garden styles, such as Mediterranean, English and Thai, at the exhibition "Soul Of Garden".
									Created by artist Shinnawat Sa-nguanjuk, better known as Warisa, the exhibition showcases the exquisite beauty of gardens in various styles. Each garden looks beautiful and realistic with intricate details and depictions of the shapes of the trees and foliage.

Shinnawat explained that the concept of "Soul Of Garden" is the relationship between nature and humans in a designated area which allows both sides to engage and learn from one another.

[image: Your Music And My Ambient Sounds.]
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To make the exhibition easy to understand, Shinnawat developed a girl character from bushes or trees to represent nature. The appearance of the character changes depending on the type of garden or plants.

"This girl character represents the natural world and interacts with people in the garden," said Shinnawat.

"She sometimes creates events which bring people in the same area to encounter one another. In many Asian countries, there has long been a belief that every tree possesses a spirit. In Thailand, colourful ribbons are tied around trees in order to respect the spirit within."

"Soul Of Garden" has three zones. To create a garden-like atmosphere, visitors will enter the exhibition through a floral arch and on the right-hand side stands a small hedge maze.

[image: Hey, Doggy, Put Some Effort Into It!.]
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One zone of the exhibition is for learning and exploration and displays many garden styles while another zone features trimmed gardens and mazes for viewers' inner exploration. The last zone of the exhibition focuses on individual experiences.

Currently, Shinnawat lives in Bangkok most of the time, but he has houses in Chon Buri and Prachin Buri. When he was in high school, he lived in Nakhon Pathom. Having spent a lot of time in rural areas made him passionate about nature and garden designs. He explained that the paintings in the first zone were inspired by gardens from various countries.

The painting You're Here At My Place So Early depicts a botanical greenhouse, which was inspired by the Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden in Chiang Mai.

[image: Yang-Na Tree Coming Down!.]
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"The Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden is a collection of plant species for educational purposes, so the plants are kept in enclosed areas to control humidity. Although the real garden is denser and lusher with many large trees, the garden in the painting was designed to be transparent," explained Shinnawat.

The painting Your Music And My Ambient Sounds displays a Mediterranean-style garden, characterised by its distinctive amber gravel floor and airy layout. Since plants in Mediterranean gardens are known for their fine-textured foliage, the physical feature of the garden's girl character also incorporates this fine-textured foliage.

English gardens are unique with their clear leading line. The painting Pop! And Spark! features cypress trees as a leading line.

The painting Yang-Na Tree Coming Down! was inspired by Thai gardens. The painting displays a garden with Yang-Na trees, frangipani trees and traveller's palm. There are two young people wearing Thai-style clothes playing in the garden. The garden's girl character features Yang-Na trees on her head. Shinnawat heard about Yang-Na trees from his grandmother and discovered the trees in a picture of a temple.
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In the first zone, the paintings depict individuals who are alone and the garden's girl character attempts to help two individuals meet.

In the second zone, the paintings portray people spending time with their family members and pets in a garden. For example, Hey, Doggy, Put Some Effort Into It! captures a moment where a dog is trying to pull a little girl who is sitting in a toy cart. Good Kitty! Bring It Here, Hehe! portrays a cat stealing food from a picnic basket from a couple who are having a romantic moment on their picnic blanket.

The third zone is a space where people can sit on a bench and listen to songs while viewing paintings around the exhibit. There is an area where visitors' comments written on slips of paper are also hung up. Many visitors left positive comments and encouragement for the artist.

Shinnawat graduated from the Faculty of Architecture and Design, majoring in Communication Design, at Rajamangala University of Technology Rattanakosin. He began creating acrylic paintings under the name Warisa in 2021.

After he graduated, Shinnawat became a painter because he discovered that he preferred the process of creating art by hand rather than using digital programmes. Shinnawat had a big break when he participated in the Bangkok Illustration Fair 2024 which led to an invitation to showcase his work in the group exhibition "First Light: The Joy Of Discovery In Contemporary Asia" (2024) at River City Bangkok.

Before painting gardens, Shinnawat painted landscapes, such as seascapes and forest views because he felt that he had a knack for drawing shapes and forms of nature. However, following the rise of character design in the art world, he developed a cat character and incorporated it into his landscape art.

Unfortunately, he discovered the cat character limited his creativity, preventing him from developing further. During that time, his clients inquired about his landscape work.

Shinnawat then went back to review his landscape series to see what aspects could be further developed, which eventually led to his idea of the garden series. He observed that public parks are natural spaces that are closer to people's daily routines than forests.

He launched his garden concept painting at Bangkok Illustration Fair 2024 and it was a success. All the paintings in his debut solo exhibition "Soul Of Garden" sold out quickly.

Since Shinnawat started out as a painter earning a living, he developed his work by listening to feedback from his clients and his parents who do not have any background in art. With regards to "Soul Of Garden", he would like the general public to understand his work.

"The paintings are not complex or complicated. Their titles reflect the thought of the garden's girl character which viewers can immediately understand."

The exhibition was promoted with the slogan "what you leave here becomes part of the garden". When Shinnawat was asked what he hopes visitors will leave behind after viewing the exhibition, he replied: "I hope visitors will leave behind their physical and mental exhaustion.

"I hope that viewing the 24 paintings will allow viewers to feel a sense of relaxation and leave behind their worries. I also hope that some paintings may relate to the viewers' personal experiences."

"Soul Of Garden" runs on the 3rd floor at RCB Galleria 5, River City Bangkok, until Sunday. Admission is free. For more information, visit facebook.com/RiverCityBangkok.
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