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Justice
U.S. soldier accused of pocketing $400,000 through bets on Maduro's capture
The bet on the seizing of the Venezuelan leader has drawn scrutiny to insider trading within the growing prediction market industry.

The Polymarket prediction market website is displayed on a computer screen in January. (Wyatte Grantham-Philips/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-04-24
Federal authorities on Thursday charged a Special Forces soldier involved in the capture of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro with using inside information about the raid to win roughly $400,000 through bets placed on online prediction markets.
Prosecutors accused Gannon Ken Van Dyke, an active duty U.S. Army soldier involved in the planning and execution of the U.S. operation, of using his access to classified information to place a series of wagers on Maduro's future and whether U.S. forces would enter Venezuela through Polymarket, one of a number of sites offering users the opportunity to place bets on real world events.
Hours after U.S. forces descended on a compound in Caracas on Jan. 3 to capture the Venezuelan leader and his wife, Van Dyke anonymously earned a hefty payday, authorities said.
Van Dyke, 38,  faces charges including commodities fraud, wire fraud, theft and using confidential government information for personal gain. It was not immediately clear from public court dockets whether he had retained an attorney.
The case against Van Dyke is believed to be the first time the Justice Department has prosecuted an insider trading case based on prediction market betting, an industry that has drawn increasing scrutiny in recent months and calls for stiffer regulations that would bar users, especially those working in government roles, from trading on sensitive or confidential nonpublic information.
"Prediction markets are not a haven for using misappropriated confidential or classified information for personal gain," said Jay Clayton, the U.S. attorney for the Manhattan-based Southern District of New York, where the charges against Van Dyke were filed. In a statement, he added: "Those entrusted to safeguard our nation's secrets have a duty to protect them and our armed service members, and not to use that information for personal financial gain."
The series of well-timed bets prosecutors say Van Dyke anonymously placed late last year quickly drew attention in the days after the U.S. operation to bring Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, to face narco-terrorism charges in federal court in Manhattan.
Polymarket data showed that in the week leading up the Jan. 3 raid an anonymous trader began placing small bets on a U.S. military intervention in Venezuela. According to the indictment, Van Dyke's  first wager came Dec. 27, when he made a $96 bet on contracts that would pay out if U.S. forces were in Venezuela by Jan. 31. Over the following week,  the same user steadily increased the stakes, concentrating on a narrow set of contracts tied to Maduro's fate -- including bets that would pay off if he were no longer in power by the end of the month, a scenario most users still viewed as remote.
The last wager was placed at 9:58 p.m. Eastern time on Jan. 2, just before a U.S. operation deposed the Venezuelan president. When news of the U.S. operation to capture him broke in the early morning hours of Jan. 3, the contracts surged in value. By the end, the trader had turned roughly $34,000 in wagers -- more than half placed hours before the operation -- into more than $400,000 in profit.
Prosecutors said that before cashing out his winnings that same day and as U.S. forces were preparing to transfer Maduro to a U.S. base, Van Dyke posted a photo of himself on a military ship at sea wearing combat fatigues, carrying a rifle and standing alongside three other service members.
Later that day, Van Dyke allegedly transferred most of the proceeds to a foreign cryptocurrency vault and then a newly created online brokerage account before withdrawing the majority of the money. 
As the word of the suspicious trade spread widely online, Van Dyke took steps to conceal his identity as the trader, prosecutors said. He asked Polymarket to delete his account three days after the Maduro raid, claiming he'd lost access to the email address with which his account had been associated, according to the indictment. He also changed the email registered to his cryptocurrency exchange account to one not directly registered under his name, prosecutors said.
Van Dyke, an 18-year veteran who enlisted in 2008, was detained Thursday in Fayetteville, North Carolina, where he will face preliminary court proceedings before being transferred to Manhattan for trial. Most recently stationed at Fort Bragg, he was promoted in 2023 to the rank of Master Sergeant, the Army's second-highest enlisted rank, authorities said.
A Pentagon spokesperson declined to comment on Van Dyke's arrest, referring all questions to Justice Department officials.
"Our men and women in uniform are trusted with classified information in order to accomplish their mission as safely and effectively as possible, and are prohibited from using this highly sensitive information for personal financial gain," Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said in a statement. "Widespread access to prediction markets is a relatively new phenomenon, but federal laws protecting national security information fully apply."
The case against Van Dyke comes as lawmakers in Washington have increasingly raised alarm about the possibility of government employees using access to inside information to profit through prediction market bets. Last month, the White House warned staff against insider trading amid a string of reports highlighting suspicious trades tied to the ongoing conflict in Iran.
Trump's social media company, Truth Social, announced in October that it planned to start its own prediction market. But asked Thursday about Van Dyke's arrest and concerns about other government insiders illegally cashing in, the president expressed concerns over the boom in event-betting platforms.
"The whole world, unfortunately, has become somewhat of a casino," he told reporters, adding, "I was never much in favor of it. I don't like it conceptually."
Polymarket, in a statement posted to social media, noted that it first publicly identified the suspicious trade, reported it to law enforcement and cooperated with the Justice Department investigation.
"Insider trading has no place on Polymarket," the statement read. "Today's arrest is proof the system works."
Jeremy B. Merrill, Tara Copp and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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National Security
Trump intends to invite Putin to G-20 summit in Miami, officials say
The Russian leader has not yet committed to attend the annual gathering of world leaders, which is scheduled for December at the president's Doral golf resort.

President Donald Trump speaks with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the G-20 summit in Hamburg in 2017. (Evan Vucci/AP)


By Adam Taylor | 2026-04-23
The United States intends to invite Russian President Vladimir Putin to the Group of 20 leaders' summit scheduled for December at President Donald Trump's Doral golf resort in Miami, though the invitation has not yet been sent, administration officials said Thursday.
In a statement, the State Department said that President Donald Trump "has been clear that Russia is welcome to attend all G-20 meetings as the United States focuses on delivering a successful and productive summit."
"No formal invitations have been issued at this time, but Russia is a G-20 member and will be invited to attend ministerial meetings and the leaders' summit," said a senior administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to brief the news media.
Speaking to reporters in Oval Office on Thursday, Trump said that he was not aware of an invitation to Putin but that he would not oppose it.
"If he came it would probably be very helpful," the president said, later adding that he was "of the opinion that you talk to everybody." He said, however, that he doubted Putin would attend if invited.
The G-20 is an intergovernmental forum encompassing representatives of 19 of the world's largest economies, plus the European Union and the African Union. The summit, held annually, is an opportunity for world leaders to discuss pressing global issues.
Russia has skipped in-person attendance since 2019, initially because of the coronavirus pandemic and then later because of its invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and a subsequent arrest warrant for Putin that was issued by the International Criminal Court. Putin has been accused of war crimes in connection with the Ukraine war.
President Joe Biden, Trump's predecessor, said in 2022 that he would support removing Russia from the G-20. Ukraine is not a G-20 member, though it has attended some meetings as a guest.
Russian officials had said earlier Thursday that Putin was invited to the summit in Miami but that it was not clear if he would attend.
"Russia has participated in every summit at the appropriate level," Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said in a call with reporters, adding that a "decision on the format of our participation will be made closer to the summit."
Speaking to Russian media, Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Pankin said that the United States had extended an invitation "at the highest level" but, noting that the event was months away, it was not clear if it would be accepted.
"God knows what will happen before then," Pankin said, according to Ria Novosti.
Despite widespread international condemnation of Putin since his invasion of Ukraine, Trump has sought to find better relations with the Russian leader. Trump has suggested that he could use his relationship with Putin to end the war in Ukraine, which has lasted for more than four years.
Trump invited Putin to Anchorage last summer for talks aimed at reaching a ceasefire in Ukraine. The talks, which marked the first time the Russian leader had been invited to the United States outside the United Nations since 2007, ended with no sign of an agreement.
Neither Trump nor Putin attended last year's G-20 leader's summit, which was hosted by South Africa. Trump had boycotted the event, claiming that South Africa was persecuting its White minority. Trump said last year he would not invite South Africa to the 2026 event, hosted in the United States, for the same reason.
Trump announced his intention to host the G-20 at his resort in Florida despite criticism of an arrangement that would see foreign governments paying a business he owned.
At the time, Trump was noncommittal about whether Putin or China's Xi Jinping would be invited, stating incorrectly that they may be forced to attend as "observers."
In his first term, Trump had repeatedly called for Russia to be allowed to rejoin the smaller Group of Seven industrial nations, arguing in 2019 it was "because a lot of the things we talk about have to do with Russia." Russia was expelled from the G-7 in 2014 after it annexed Ukraine's Crimea region.
Natalia Abbakumova contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/04/23/trump-putin-g20/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National Security
Third U.S. aircraft carrier arrives in waters near Iran
The path of the USS George H.W. Bush to the Middle East has been closely watched as President Trump demands progress in peace negotiations with Tehran.

F/A-18 Hornet pilots aboard the aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush. (Dan Kitwood/Getty Images)


By Tara  Copp | 2026-04-23
A third U.S. aircraft carrier and the warships escorting it arrived in waters near Iran on Thursday, officials said, significantly amplifying the military force at President Donald Trump's disposal as he pressures the government in Tehran to surrender its nuclear program, reopen the Strait of Hormuz and agree to end a weeks-long war that has destabilized much of the region.
The arrival of the USS George H.W. Bush strike group, carrying thousands of additional American personnel and dozens of advanced fighter jets, was announced by U.S. Central Command, which oversees military operations in the Middle East. Its path to the region has been closely watched as a potential signal point while Trump seeks progress in the halting peace negotiations between Washington and Tehran.
The Bush has been traveling off Africa's eastern coast. It was in the Indian Ocean on Thursday, Central Command said. Another 4,000-plus U.S. troops with the Boxer Amphibious Ready Group and its embarked Marine Corps task force, the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, are expected to arrive in the Middle East in coming weeks.
It was not immediately clear what the Bush may be ordered to do. Though the president said Tuesday that he would extend the fragile U.S. ceasefire with Iran, he has expressed frustration at Tehran's refusal to accede to his demands and spoken openly about his willingness to resume military strikes.
Trump, writing on social media Thursday, sought to dispel any notion that he has grown impatient as the two sides struggle to resolve their differences.
"For those people ... that think that I am 'anxious' to end the War (if you would even call it that!) with Iran, please be advised that I am possibly the least pressured person ever to be in this position," the president posted to his Truth Social platform. "I have all the time in the World, but Iran doesn't -- The clock is ticking!"
Throughout the ceasefire, first announced April 7, deployed U.S. forces have used the time to reposition and restock ships and aircraft, a U.S. official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss operations. The military is prepared to resume strikes if so ordered, this person said.
The Bush is joining the carriers USS Gerald R. Ford and USS Abraham Lincoln -- adding to the scores of aircraft and warships both are carrying and complementing their air-defense and long-range strike capabilities.
Many of the U.S. warships in the Middle East are tasked with enforcing Trump's blockade of Iranian ports, an operation that has become a major point of contention as the two sides remain at an impasse in their negotiations.
The blockade is intended to squeeze Iran economically and has focused on commercial vessels suspected of hauling oil through the Strait of Hormuz. To date U.S. naval forces have turned around 33 vessels, Central Command said Thursday.
Trump, in his social media post, described the blockade as "airtight and strong."
"Time is not on their side!" the president wrote, saying that a deal with Tehran would be made only "when it's appropriate and good for the United States of America, our Allies and, in fact, the rest of the World."
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Justice
DOJ watchdog launches review of agency's compliance with Epstein files law
The audit by the department's inspector general follows months of lawmaker complaints over the congressionally mandated release of investigative files.

Documents that were included in the Justice Department release of the Jeffrey Epstein files. (Jon Elswick/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck, Maegan Vazquez | 2026-04-23
The Justice Department's chief watchdog said Thursday that his office is launching an audit of the department's compliance with the law compelling the release of millions of pages of investigative material tied to sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
The internal probe, announced by Deputy Inspector General William M. Blier, follows months of complaints from victims who say their personal information was included in publicly released documents and from lawmakers who have questioned decisions to redact the names of members of Epstein's influential circle from some of the files.
The review will focus on how the Justice Department identified the more than 3 million documents it has made public since late last year, the guidelines used to determine what information to redact or hold back, and how officials have addressed concerns raised over the disclosures in the months since.
"If circumstances warrant, the OIG will consider addressing other issues that may arise during the course of the audit," the inspector general's office said in a statement. It said the office will issue a report at the end of its inquiry, summarizing its investigators' findings.
The audit's announcement is one of the most high-profile actions taken by the Justice Department's inspector general since the start of President Donald Trump's second term. Designed to serve as an independent referee reviewing department activities, the office has remained markedly quiet as Trump appointees have dismissed scores of Justice Department lawyers, abandoned long-held norms and moved aggressively to reshape the agency to meet the president's demands.
The choice to focus a prominent effort on the Epstein disclosures will also almost certainly extend a debate that has become a persistent pain point for the Trump administration.
Then-Attorney General Pam Bondi came into office in February 2025 promising greater transparency surrounding the Justice Department's multiple investigations of Epstein only to face backlash from within her own party after the department's decision this past summer that no further files would be released.
That announcement led to months of outrage on both sides of the aisle culminating in Congress's passage in November of the Epstein Files Transparency Act. The law, which Trump signed, compelled the release of all documents collected during the Justice Department's investigations. Trump's dissatisfaction with Bondi's handling of the Epstein matter also led, in part, to his decision to fire her this month, The Washington Post has reported.
Epstein, a well-connected financier who pleaded guilty in 2008 to charges of soliciting prostitution and died in federal custody while awaiting trial on federal sex trafficking charges in 2019, faced multiple investigations during his lifetime over his relationships with young women. His longtime companion Ghislaine Maxwell was convicted on sex trafficking charges and is currently serving a 20-year prison sentence in Texas.
Since Epstein's death, which was later ruled a suicide, conspiracy theorists have speculated that federal officials have worked to protect powerful friends who may have participated in his crimes.
Trump, who had a long-standing friendship with Epstein that soured in the mid-2000s, has repeatedly denied any knowledge of the man's illegal activity.
Though the Justice Department has now made public millions of pages of documents from those investigations -- a process it says it completed in January -- the rollout was plagued by delays and missteps. In some instances, documents that included personal information of Epstein accusers were made public, errors that department officials described as oversights that they quickly worked to correct.
Those blunders prompted some Republican members of the House Oversight Committee to join Democrats in voting to subpoena Bondi to testify about the disclosures in a closed-door deposition that had been scheduled this month. Bondi was fired before that testimony, and the Justice Department later said she would not appear for her scheduled deposition.
Lawmakers have continued to question whether she and other top Justice Department officials complied with the transparency law's requirements, including those allowing the agency to withhold only information that might compromise ongoing investigations, disclose victims' information or constitute child sexual abuse material.
At a news conference in January, then-Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche said that the department identified about 6 million documents related to Epstein but withheld roughly half of them because they were deemed to fall under those exceptions or to be duplicates of files it had already released.
"I can assure that we complied with the statute, we complied with the act, and we did not protect President Trump," he said. "We didn't protect or not protect anybody," he added, dismissing the ongoing debate as "a thirst for information that I do not think will be satisfied by the review of these documents."
More recently, Blanche, who has since been elevated to acting attorney general following Bondi's departure, told Fox News that he did not believe debate over the Epstein files should "be a part of anything going forward."
A spokesperson for Blanche did not immediately return requests for comment Thursday on the inspector general's review.
Still, news of the audit drew praise Thursday from victims and some on Capitol Hill.
"My sincere hope is that this is truly an independent investigation and audit, aimed at uncovering this blatant cover-up, and not just another performative partisan show to protect Trump and his allies," said Arick Fudali, an attorney who represents several Epstein accusers, in a statement.
Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California), who authored the Epstein transparency law along with Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky), said he hoped the audit would force Justice Department officials to provide more insight into the more than 3 million pages withheld and the redactions made in documents that were released.
"The survivors and the American people deserve transparency," he said.
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Politics
New Republican plan would fund ICE for rest of Trump's term
Republicans took a step without the help of Democrats toward fully reopening the Department of Homeland Security and ending the partial government shutdown.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) at the Capitol on Tuesday. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-04-23
Republicans took a first step early Thursday morning toward funding Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Border Patrol for the rest of President Donald Trump's term using a novel approach that will allow them to fund the agencies without Democrats' help.
The strategy is part of a two-pronged plan to end the longest partial government shutdown in U.S. history. The Department of Homeland Security has been shuttered for nearly 10 weeks because of a partisan standoff over the administration's immigration enforcement operations. Democrats demanded that Republicans agree to new accountability measures in exchange for their support for DHS funding, but the two sides failed to reach an agreement after weeks of negotiations.
Instead, Republicans devised a time-consuming approach to funding the department, which President Donald Trump has endorsed.
The Senate voted 50-48 early Thursday to begin work on one part of the plan: A bill to send approximately $70 billion to ICE and Border Patrol without the help of Democrats under budget reconciliation rules. Reconciliation allows the Senate to pass legislation with a simple majority rather than the 60 votes typically needed to overcome a filibuster as long as it complies with obscure budget rules.
Two Republicans voted with Democrats against the measure -- Sens. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) and Rand Paul (Kentucky).
Reconciliation is often used to push through signature legislation, such as the tax and spending law that Republicans passed last year and President Joe Biden's 2022 climate and domestic policy law, not for the more commonplace process of funding the government.
Reconciliation is a complicated, multi-step process. The measure that the Senate passed Thursday instructs the Judiciary Committee and the Homeland Security Committee to propose legislation by May 15 with the goal of passing a final bill by June 1, the deadline that Trump has set.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) and other Republicans have said that they would prefer to fund ICE and Border Patrol through the traditional appropriations process but that the breakdown in negotiations with Democrats over new restrictions on federal agents gave them no choice but to turn to reconciliation.
"I am sad that we're having to do this, but you gave us no choice," Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina), chairman of the Budget Committee, said on the floor before the vote.
The budget resolution would allow Congress to send ICE and Border Patrol up to $140 billion, although Republican leaders expect to spend about half of that, according to a Senate GOP leadership aide who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal deliberations. The money is expected to fund ICE and Border Patrol for the rest of Trump's presidency.
The Senate has already passed the other part of the Republican plan: a bipartisan bill to fund the rest of DHS, including the Transportation Security Administration, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Coast Guard and other agencies.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has endorsed the plan, but his chamber has not voted on it because of some Republican concerns that the bill to fund ICE and Border Patrol could die in the Senate. House Republicans say they're waiting to ensure the administration's immigration priorities get funded before voting to fund the rest of the department.
"The sequencing is important. We've got to make sure we don't isolate and make an orphan out of key agencies of the department," Johnson told reporters Tuesday.
Some House Republicans are demanding assurances that there will be another chance to pass remaining GOP policy priorities before the end of the year if they support a narrowly written ICE and Border Patrol funding bill. Republicans have an extremely slim majority in the House, and a small handful of objectors could derail the plan.
Rep. Eric Burlison (R-Missouri) wouldn't rule out demanding additional measures in the immigration funding bill, saying he's "not confident" there will be another reconciliation bill.
"I think we're wasting an opportunity," he said. "This may be the last train that leaves the station."
The Senate's approval of the budget resolution Thursday morning is only the first step toward funding ICE and Border Patrol. The House still needs to adopt the budget resolution, then both chambers must pass a reconciliation bill to fund the agencies.
Republicans in Congress sent tens of billions of dollars in additional funding last year to ICE and Customs and Border Protection last year, which has allowed the agencies to keep operating during the shutdown. Trump also signed an executive order this month directing DHS to pay all of its employees, but that money is running out.
Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin said Tuesday on "Fox & Friends" that the money the department has been using to pay employees' salaries will soon run out. That's $10 billion for border security in the Republican tax and spending law last year, according to Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee.
"That money is dried up, if I continue down this path, the first week of May. My payroll through DHS is just over $1.6 billion every two weeks," he said. "So the money is going extremely fast, and once that happens, there is no emergency funds after that."
Democrats have argued that the administration already has enough money to fund ICE and Border Patrol without additional appropriations. The One Big Beautiful Bill Act appropriated nearly $140 billion to ICE and Customs and Border Protection, the agency that houses Border Patrol. Of that money, $63.2 billion remained for ICE and $40 billion remained for CBP at the end of March, according to Senate Budget Committee Democratic staffers.
Democrats demanded new restrictions on federal immigration operations after agents killed Alex Pretti in Minneapolis in January. They included a ban on agents wearing masks and rules to prevent agents from entering private property without judicial warrants. Republicans and Democrats negotiated for weeks without reaching a deal.
Senate Democrats have criticized Republicans for taking up legislation that does not include any of those changes. Democrats also forced amendment votes on proposals to make Americans' lives more affordable during a late-night "vote-a-rama" before the resolution's passage, with the aim of making Republicans take uncomfortable votes ahead of the midterm elections. None of those amendments were adopted, though some drew a few Republican votes.
"Republicans want to shell out billions of dollars to Donald Trump's private army without any common-sense restraints or reforms," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told reporters. "Democrats want to put money in people's pockets by lowering their costs of electricity and of gas and of housing, of health care, of food. The contrast is glaring."
Some Senate Republicans have pressed to pass affordability legislation ahead of the midterms, but Republican leaders decided against including anything in the bill except funding for ICE and Border Patrol.
"I'd like to see us come up with one or two issues that'll help the American people with the cost of living and other things that I know Republicans can agree to," Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) said on the floor.
Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said he would like Republicans to take up legislation to cut taxes on health care, suspend the gas tax and expand the Child Tax Credit, among other affordability ideas.
"I just worry what voters will say if they see Congress not doing anything this year that is helpful to them, to their families and to their pocketbooks," Hawley said.
Some of those proposals could attract Democratic support, allowing Republicans to pass them without relying on the cumbersome reconciliation process. But Hawley said he was not optimistic that the Senate would take up such legislation.
"I don't detect a great deal of appetite for doing a whole lot of legislating at the moment," Hawley said.
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White House
Trump unveils new drug price deal with Regeneron amid affordability push
The drug company is the 17th to agree to lower its prices as part of the administration's Most Favored Nation initiative. It will make a new gene therapy available free.

President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office last week. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond | 2026-04-23
President Donald Trump on Thursday again hosted drug company leaders in the Oval Office to tout a deal to voluntarily cut their prices, part of the administration's push to convince voters that Republicans are working to lower their health care costs ahead of the midterm elections.
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals has agreed to lower the prices of current medications sold to the government and to Americans through a new website, TrumpRx.gov, in exchange for tariff relief and other incentives, the company said.
Regeneron also announced that the Food and Drug Administration has approved Otarmeni, a gene therapy that targets genetic hearing loss, as part of its new priority review program. The company said it would make the therapy available free in the United States.
Regeneron's agreement with the government, which has been expected, is the latest deal struck as part of Trump's program known as the Most Favored Nation initiative, which is an effort to link U.S. drug prices to those of other countries with lower costs.
"It's the biggest price reduction in drugs in history," Trump said, touting the initiative. "By itself, we should win the midterms."
All 17 pharmaceutical companies initially targeted by the Trump administration in its Most Favored Nation push have now agreed to cut their prices. Trump officials vowed to strike more agreements with other companies.
"It's not the finish line," said Chris Klomp, the chief counselor of the Department of the Health and Human Services and a key negotiator on the deals.
Voters have identified health care costs as their top economic concern heading into this year's midterm elections, according to polling conducted by KFF, a nonpartisan health care think tank and polling organization. Trump's advisers have also urged him and Republicans to tout their work to lower drug prices in an effort to win over independent voters.
Notus first reported the administration's drug-pricing deal with Regeneron.
Some health policy experts and Democrats have panned the Trump administration's drug price deals, citing analysis that the prices available for some prescription drugs through TrumpRx are higher than the prices through other discount programs or generic alternatives. Sen. Ron Wyden (Oregon), the top Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, this week released a report questioning the terms of the administration's deals and calling the initiative a "sham."
Several lawmakers also pressed Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. in hearings this week to release more information about the administration's negotiations with pharmaceutical companies, including the specific language of the agreements.
"If these deals with Big Pharma are so great for Americans, then we should be able to see what promises have been made," Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) told Kennedy on Wednesday.
Regeneron executives on Thursday singled out two attendees who have been patients of their company: a 2-year-old named Travis Smith, who was born deaf but received the company's therapy and can now hear, as well as Trump himself.
The company produced an antibody treatment that Trump used after contracting a serious case of covid-19 in late 2020. The president hailed the treatment as a "cure" and pushed for it to receive swift approval from the Food and Drug Administration.
"The biopharma industry of America has and will continue to deliver miraculous breakthrough," George Yancopoulos, Regeneron's president, said in the Oval Office. "You, Mr. President, and young Travis are living testament to that."
Trump's scheduled event on drug pricing followed the administration's announcement earlier Thursday that states must undertake new audits of their Medicaid programs, which officials have also characterized as a bid to boost affordability. States would have one month to tell the administration how they plan to confirm that providers participating in the Medicaid program are legitimate and not seeking to defraud the program.
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Mehmet Oz previewed the new state Medicaid audits at a Politico health care conference Tuesday. He characterized the Trump administration's ongoing crackdown on health care fraud as an effort to defend the programs and taxpayers' spending.
"The president has said it many times, he loves and cherishes Medicaid and Medicare," Oz said, referencing his own experiences as a health care provider who treated Medicaid patients and valued the program. "And if you love something, you protect it. You don't let it get defrauded."
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Politics
Here are Virginia's new congressional districts and who is running
Some House races are newly competitive, and four Republican incumbents are now endangered. 

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Teo Armus | 2026-04-23
A Virginia referendum to redraw the state's congressional districts is set to upend House races, turning some contests newly competitive and endangering four Republican incumbents.
The redistricting plan approved by voters Tuesday was drawn by Democratic state legislators to help their party secure 10 out of Virginia's 11 House seats, instead of the six they now hold. Those lawmakers said it was necessary as a temporary measure until 2030 to counter President Donald Trump's push to protect the GOP House majority by redrawing districts in Texas and other red states to favor Republicans.
If the measure survives legal challenges, the new maps will take effect in time for the November election. They split blue, vote-rich Northern Virginia into five districts that stretch further south into rural red territory, favoring Democrats and creating one seat that may not have an incumbent.
Some Democratic candidates have shifted the seat in which they're running to take up a newly blue seat. More campaigns pegged to the new maps are likely to be announced in coming weeks.
The state's Republican incumbents, meanwhile, will be bracing for a political kind of musical chairs. Reps. John McGuire and Rob Wittman will be shifted out of their current districts and into new, far bluer seats, while Rep. Ben Cline has been drawn into the red seat held by another GOP incumbent, Rep. Morgan Griffith.
U.S. representatives in Virginia are not required to live within the congressional district they represent, but their new seats could make it much harder to win reelection. The state's fifth Republican incumbent, Rep. Jen Kiggans, had already been facing a tough reelection battle in her battleground district but could face steeper odds.
The nonpartisan Virginia Public Access Project made it possible to type in your address at the bottom of this page to look up your new district.
Here's what to know about the new districts and who is running.
How it physically changed: A reddish district that included the Richmond suburbs and Northern Neck will become a blue one that stretches along Interstate 95 through the Fredericksburg area and a slice of Northern Virginia. The nonpartisan elections site Sabato's Crystal Ball, which had previously considered it "likely Republican," now rates it as "likely Democratic."
Change in partisan lean: +5 Trump in 2024 to +8 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Wittman, whose home is outside the district's new lines, said Wednesday that he is running for reelection.
On the Democratic side, Rep. Eugene Vindman said he plans to switch to this newly blue seat, which includes his home in eastern Prince William County. Several lesser-known candidates who had lined up to challenge Wittman have since switched to other districts.
How it physically changed: One of the country's most consistently swingy districts -- changing hands three times in the last decade -- will become a bit more Democratic leaning under the new maps. The seat keeps its anchor in Virginia Beach but takes in some bluer parts of the Hampton Roads area. Sabato's Crystal Ball has shifted this former "toss-up" seat into the "leans Democratic" category.
Change in partisan lean: Even in 2024 to +5 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Kiggans said Wednesday she will run for reelection. A crowded Democratic field is led by former congresswoman Elaine Luria, who represented the area for two terms before losing to Kiggans in 2022. Other Democratic candidates include Matt Strickler, a former Biden administration official and Virginia secretary of natural resources and physician Nila Devanath.
How it physically changed: This majority Black district in the Hampton Roads area remains solidly Democratic and keeps much of its current territory in Norfolk, Newport News and Portsmouth, while extending further south into suburban parts of Chesapeake.
Change in partisan lean: +35 Harris in 2024 to +26 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Scott is expected to run for reelection and does not appear to have a serious challenger so far.
How it physically changed: This district covering Richmond and parts of Southside Virginia will remain solidly blue but less so. It gives up some Richmond suburbs and stretches further west to include more of the rural areas bordering North Carolina -- and also inches further east onto the Virginia Peninsula.
Change in partisan lean: +33 Harris in 2024 to +16 Harris under new map.
Who is running: McClellan is expected to run for reelection, and no other Democrats or Republicans have filed to run so far.
How it physically changed: This safe Republican district in Central and Southern Virginia will undergo one of the commonwealth's most dramatic shifts. It will become a "likely Democratic" seat, according to Sabato's Crystal Ball, by adding most of the voter-rich suburbs west and north of Richmond.
Change in partisan lean: +12 Trump in 2024 to +9 Harris under new map.
Who is running: McGuire has said he is running for reelection, but his home in Louisa County has been moved into a different blue seat in the 7th Congressional District. Shannon Taylor, the top prosecutor in the Richmond suburb of Henrico County, who unsuccessfully ran for attorney general last year, confirmed Tuesday she switch into this race. She will likely lead a field of Democratic candidates that includes others who had been planning to challenge Wittman, including Salaam Bhatti and Mel Tull, both lawyers.
How it physically changed: What was once a safe Republican seat covering the Shenandoah Valley was redrawn into a much more competitive -- and slightly Democratic-leaning -- district that connects many of the state's biggest college towns, including Harrisonburg (home to James Madison University); Charlottesville (University of Virginia); Lynchburg (Liberty University) and Blacksburg (Virginia Tech). Sabato's Crystal Ball now says it "leans Democratic."
Change in partisan lean: +24 Trump in 2024 to +3 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Cline has said he will run for reelection, though his home has been moved into the much redder 9th District and he could make a bid there instead. Top Democratic candidates are likely to include former congressman, gubernatorial candidate and Obama administration official Tom Perriello and best-selling "Dopesick" author Beth Macy. State Del. Sam Rasoul (Roanoke) has also been exploring a run.
How it physically changed: This district in the Fredericksburg area had been considered one of the state's most competitive congressional seats. It now becomes a more Democratic seat in largely new turf that resembles the shape of a lobster: The district's "tail" -- and its largest concentration of voters -- runs through a strip of deep-blue Arlington and Fairfax counties, with one claw reaching towards the West Virginia border and another toward Richmond's western exurbs.
Change in partisan lean: +3 Harris in 2024 to +8 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Vindman said Tuesday night that he will run in the new 1st District -- where he lives -- under the new map. A slew of prominent Democrats have jumped at the opportunity to represent this open seat, including former Virginia first lady Dorothy McAuliffe, Olivia Troye, a Trump administration official turned GOP critic, former federal prosecutor JP Cooney, state Sen. Saddam Salim (Falls Church), state Dels. Elizabeth R. Guzman (Prince William), Dan Helmer (Fairfax) and Adele McClure (Arlington), and former CIA officer Adam Dunigan.
State Sen. Tara Durant (Stafford) and former Army official Doug Ollivant are among the GOP candidates who had planned to challenge Vindman.
How it physically changed: This district had been among the densest and bluest in Virginia, containing the affluent Northern Virginia suburbs closest to D.C. It will keep some of Arlington County and Alexandria but also extend more than 100 miles along the Potomac River to take in the redder coastal Northern Neck region all the way to Williamsburg.
Change in partisan lean: +49 Harris in 2024 to +18 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Beyer has announced he will seek reelection. He faces a handful of Democratic challengers, including former Alexandria city council member Mo Seifeldein and former Navy officer Jason Knapp, as well as a few lesser-known Republicans.
How it physically changed: This seat in Southwest Virginia will be the only one in the commonwealth to remain safely Republican, giving up the bluer Roanoke area while taking in more rural territory further north in the Shenandoah Valley.
Change in partisan lean: +44 Trump in 2024 to +49 Trump under new map.
Who is running: Griffith is expected to seek reelection, though he could see a primary challenge from Cline, who was redrawn into the same district and whose seat has become bluer. At least three Democrats have filed for their party's nomination.
How it physically changed: This district will maintain its anchor in Loudoun County but lose some parts of the Virginia Piedmont for populous blue suburbs in western Fairfax County and redder communities in the northern Shenandoah Valley.
Change in partisan lean: +8 Harris in 2024 to +12 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Subramanyam has announced he will seek reelection. Former Republican state Senate candidate Julie Perry is hoping to challenge him.
How it physically changed: This district, which sits almost entirely within Fairfax County, will keep part of that blue stronghold but become less suburban and less solidly Democratic. It will stretch west from Reston in the D.C. suburbs to the West Virginia border, taking in exurbs in Prince William County and rural farmland in the Virginia Piedmont and the Shenandoah Valley.
Change in partisan lean: +34 Harris in 2024 to +13 Harris under new map.
Who is running: Walkinshaw has announced he will seek reelection. He faces a primary challenge from Bree Fram, a former Space Force colonel who retired amid Trump's ban on openly transgender service members in the military.
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White House
Trump officials reclassify medical marijuana as lower-risk drug
The Justice Department said the drug will now be listed on Schedule III, similar to some common prescription painkillers. The order does not decriminalize marijuana for recreational use.

President Donald Trump on Dec. 18 signs an executive order on loosening federal regulations covering marijuana. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond | 2026-04-23
The Trump administration on Thursday announced that it was loosening restrictions on marijuana to boost medical research, days after President Donald Trump appeared to express frustration with the pace of easing federal restrictions on illegal drugs.
The Justice Department said that it was immediately reclassifying marijuana products that had been approved by the Food and Drug Administration as lower-risk drugs and establishing a new registration process for state medical marijuana licenses. Acting attorney general Todd Blanche also said that the administration would hold a new hearing to "fully" reschedule marijuana under the Controlled Substances Act.
"These actions will enable more targeted, rigorous research into marijuana's safety and efficacy, expanding patients' access to treatments and empowering doctors to make better-informed healthcare decisions," Blanche wrote on social media.
Marijuana has long had the same Schedule I classification as heroin, but administration officials have sought to reclassify the drug as Schedule III, similar to some common prescription painkillers. Medical marijuana is now reclassified as Schedule III under the Justice Department's order, which does not decriminalize marijuana for recreational use.
Some health care advocates have spent years pressing for more access to marijuana as a potential treatment, warning that restrictions on the drug made it too hard to conduct research. The administration's moves also bring national policy closer to legitimizing state laws that have authorized medical marijuana businesses, after years of stalemates over whether states should be in compliance with federal law.
"It's a long-overdue correction that finally treats cannabis as medicine," Howard Kessler, a longtime Trump supporter and founder of the Commonwealth Project, a pro-medical-cannabis group, said in a statement. "It's a clear win for patients and responsible healthcare innovation."
Other groups panned the administration's announcement, with some citing last weekend's move by Trump to ease access to psychedelics, too.
"With this move, we are now confronted with the most pro-drug administration in our history," Kevin Sabet, president of Smart Approaches to Marijuana, which opposes legalization, said in a statement. "Policy is now being dictated by marijuana CEOs, psychedelics investors, and podcasters in active addiction -- it is a travesty and injustice to the American people of unprecedented proportions."
Trump administration officials had deliberated on the best path to loosen restrictions on the drug. White House officials said Wednesday that the administration was working to "expeditiously" implement Trump's December executive order to increase medical marijuana research.
Trump in December ordered federal agencies to quickly ease restrictions on marijuana and make CBD more available, framing the moves as efforts to improve medical research. He also stressed that he was not decriminalizing marijuana on a federal level, as many states have for recreational or medical use.
"Unless a drug is recommended by a doctor for medical reasons, just don't do it," the president said last year. "At the same time, the facts compel the federal government to recognize that marijuana can be legitimate in terms of medical applications when carefully administered."
But until Thursday, there had been little public action to reschedule the drug since Trump's order, frustrating advocates who have spent years urging the federal government to relax restrictions.
Trump over the weekend expressed his own frustrations as he prepared to sign an order loosening federal restrictions on psychedelics.
"Will you get the rescheduling done, please?" Trump said Saturday in the Oval Office, appearing to direct his comments toward White House policy officials. "Joe, they're slow-walking me on rescheduling," the president added, addressing podcaster Joe Rogan, a proponent of rescheduling marijuana and psychedelics. It was not clear which drug the president was referring to.
President Joe Biden's Justice Department in 2024 formally recommended that marijuana be reclassified as Schedule III, but the move stalled amid legal disputes and a pending Drug Enforcement Administration hearing.
Drug policy experts said that federal agencies such as the Department of Health and Human Services were required to undertake reviews related to public health and safety, even if the pace of that work agitated Trump.
"His frustration with government processes, particularly those that protect public health, is evident," said Regina LaBelle, director of the Addiction and Public Policy Initiative at the Georgetown University Law Center and a former drug policy official in the Obama and Biden White Houses. "The executive order doesn't negate the need for the analysis that HHS and DEA are obligated to follow."
Most Americans support relaxing restriction on marijuana. An Economist/YouGov poll conducted this month found that 53 percent of adults supported legalizing the drug, including 35 percent of Republicans.
Some critics of the Trump administration's plans noted that support for legalization has softened as the drug has become more available, with much of the shift coming from Republicans. An April 2022 YouGov poll found that 60 percent of adults supported legalizing marijuana, including 46 percent of Republicans.
"I think that people are seeing the effects of marijuana in their community as it's become more ubiquitous," Sabet said. He cited data on the effects of the drug, including studies that have linked youth use of marijuana and later schizophrenia, as well as quality-of-life concerns, such as the smell of the drug that has become familiar in major cities.
Advocates for legalization of marijuana have argued that federal restrictions are outdated and unnecessary.
"I feel like it should be like alcohol," Rogan said on his podcast in December. "I think you should be of a certain age to be able to use it."
Jeremy Roebuck and Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Politics
'FBoy Island' contestant's bet on his own Senate bid exposes perils of Kalshi
A former reality TV contestant turned candidate in Virginia and two U.S. House hopefuls in Texas and Minnesota have been banned from the prediction market for five years.

An advertisement for prediction market platform Kalshi looms over the intersection of 13th and L streets in Washington. (Allison Robbert/AP)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2026-04-23
Mark Moran, a former contestant on the reality TV show "FBoy Island," mused online in late 2024: Wouldn't it be funny if he challenged a geriatric congressman?
Eventually, he placed bets that he would run for office -- a decision that is only now landing him in hot water for political insider trading and exposing how prediction markets are monetizing much of daily life to absurd degrees.
As Moran's political ambitions grew from a social media joke into something a sliver more serious, the self-described disenchanted former Wall Street worker said he reached out to an employee of the prediction market platform Kalshi. Moran asked to be added to a market in November where traders were betting on "Who will run for public office next year?" He'd already told the New York Post that he was considering a run, Moran wrote in a text message to the executive, sending a link to the story.
Kalshi said Moran violated the platform's rules by placing 10 bets on his own decision, two months before he formally entered the Senate race in Virginia to challenge incumbent Mark R. Warner in the Democratic primary. He did it again days after entering the race by betting he would win the nomination.
Moran told The Washington Post, after repeated questioning, that he knew he would run for office when he made the $77 wager that he would do so, yielding a $424 payout.
Moran said he also bet $105 on becoming the Democratic nominee, knowing he wouldn't make money because he planned to eventually drop out and run as an independent. Kalshi declined to answer questions about Moran's text messages with one of its employees.
When Kalshi announced its punishments of Moran and two other congressional candidates on Wednesday, Moran said he knew the penalty was coming. He claimed he placed the bets as part of a gambit to unveil the hazards of politics meeting the prediction markets.
Political prediction markets have been on a meteoric rise since 2024, when traders bet billions on the U.S. presidential election. More recently, prediction markets emerged for the capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and the death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei -- raising a host of ethical and moral concerns.
Since then, Kalshi said, it has put in safeguards to block political candidates from trading on their campaigns, which aided in catching the candidates it disciplined. The company said the three cases announced Wednesday showed its willingness to self-police "all types of unfair or improper trading" on its platform.
The crackdown coincides with a burgeoning, state-led movement to curb the influence of prediction markets. Arizona, Connecticut, Illinois, Wisconsin and Nevada have sued or tried to ban Kalshi and its competitor Polymarket. The Trump administration has been supportive of prediction markets. (Donald Trump Jr., the president's son, is an investor in Polymarket and advises Kalshi.)
Prediction markets are posing a novel legal test because, as it were, election rule makers couldn't predict how popular they would become and how exactly they would operate.
"The possibilities for manipulating public policy to enrich oneself are pretty limitless if we don't do anything to rein this in," said Daniel Weiner, an election law expert at the Brennan Center for Justice.
Existing rules of the Federal Election Commission, which is responsible for overseeing campaign finance, do not consider market manipulation by candidates -- they deal in who gives money to candidates, whether that needs to be disclosed and how those funds can be spent.
On Wednesday, reporters started calling Moran after largely ignoring a hopeless campaign that started with a launch video in which he ripped off his shirt and ran bare-chested, debuted a memecoin to fund his candidacy and called a detractor a "retard." Thousands of people now know his name. Federal lawmakers seized on news of his bets to call for stronger regulation of prediction markets.
Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) said political prediction markets were "reducing our democracy to a horse race for the wealthy and powerful to bet on."
Moran said he took interest in political prediction markets during the New York mayoral election in the fall after spotting signs of manipulation, which prompted the New York Post article that quoted him and his desire to run for office. Before that, Moran's claim to fame was appearing on the 2021 season of the dating show "FBoy Island," where women must figure out which male suitors are womanizers in disguise (Moran was a Nice Guy eliminated early in the season with little screen time).
Kalshi said Moran acknowledged his bets were improper when confronted about his wagers on becoming the Democratic nominee but declined to settle and stopped responding to its compliance department.
Moran said he was willing to pay the fine and accept a one-year suspension from the platform -- but not make a public apology.
"To even think that Kalshi could force me to acquiesce to such a demand ignites a fury inside me that I cannot expressed via "email" and I won't forget this," Moran wrote in a lengthy Feb. 13 message to Kalshi oscillating between technical case law citations and profane insults. "But alas, my counsel tells me 'Mark, just pay the fine and move on.'"
As of Tuesday, Moran's fine stood at $6,229. He said he is figuring out his options for legal recourse. Kalshi did not respond to questions about whether it would refer Moran's case to a federal agency.

Minnesota state Sen. Matt Klein, center, is one of three political candidates Kalshi has penalized for what it called "political insider trading." (Steve Karnowski/AP)


Kalshi did not identify the candidates it penalized for bets, but public filings revealed them as Moran and two U.S. House candidates: Republican Ezekiel Enriquez, who finished in 11th place in a Texas primary in March, and Democratic Minnesota state Sen. Matt Klein, who is on the ballot for an August primary in his state. Klein and Enriquez's cases ended in settlements, Kalshi said.
Klein, a Mayo Clinic doctor who is running to represent Minnesota's 2nd Congressional District, said his wager, the only one he has made on a predictions market, was a "mistake."
Klein said in a statement that he placed his $50 bet out of curiosity in October after friends told him there were bets on his Democratic primary.
Last month, Kalshi said he had violated its rules. He agreed to a five-year suspension and a $540 fine, according to a Commodity Futures Trading Commission filing.
Before learning of his own violation, Klein sponsored a Minnesota bill to limit certain prediction market activity. He told The Post that he'd signed onto the measure as he learned more about the markets, especially about how people can "wager on tragic outcomes such as war."
"My experience, like many other Minnesotans, points to the need for clearer rules and regulations for these types of markets," Klein said in his apology statement.
Enriquez's campaign did not respond to a request for comment. He purchased less than $100 worth of contracts related to his candidacy and agreed to a five-year suspension and a $784 fine, according to Kalshi and a CTFC filing.
Moran, unlike the other penalized candidates, has reveled in the newfound spotlight.
"For $100, I got more f---ing attention than anyone has ever gotten with money before," he said in a video he posted Wednesday evening on X of him walking around a high school track.
Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Military
John Phelan forced out as Navy secretary after 13 months
The billionaire was a significant contributor to President Donald Trump's campaign, but officials said he clashed repeatedly with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. 

Navy Secretary John Phelan, on Capitol Hill last year. (Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


By Dan Lamothe, Tara  Copp, Noah Robertson | 2026-04-23
Navy Secretary John Phelan will depart the Trump administration "effective immediately," officials said Wednesday evening, an abrupt exit after 13 tumultuous months at the Pentagon.
Sean Parnell, a spokesman for Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, announced the news on social media, saying that Hegseth and Deputy Defense Secretary Steve Feinberg wished Phelan well.
Five officials said that Phelan, a billionaire art collector and fundraiser for President Donald Trump's reelection campaign, was forced out after repeated clashes with both Hegseth and Feinberg over his management of shipbuilding and a variety of other issues. One administration official, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the issue's sensitivity, said Phelan was asked to step down.
Spokespeople for Hegseth and Feinberg did not respond to questions about the move. Spokespeople for Phelan and the White House referred questions back to Hegseth's office.
Navy Undersecretary Hung Cao, a Navy veteran and former candidate for House and Senate seats in Virginia, will become the service's acting secretary, Parnell said in his announcement. Hegseth has preferred Cao for the role for some time, officials said.
Phelan's exit is the latest departure of a senior political appointee so far this year, after Trump, contrary to his first term as president, mostly resisted making such moves early on in this administration. Others who have been ousted or resigned under pressure since the beginning of March include Homeland Security Secretary Kristi L. Noem, Attorney General Pam Bondi, and Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer.
Hegseth, by contrast, has overseen a near-continuous purge of the military's most senior ranks. The high-profile ousters, often made with little public explanation, include the top generals and admirals of every branch of service except for the Marine Corps and Space Force, several military lawyers and even the head of the Army's chaplain corps. A disproportionate number of those he's removed are women and other minorities.
The disputes between Phelan, Hegseth and Feinberg are part of a broader pattern of infighting that has occurred during Hegseth's tenure leading the Pentagon. The defense secretary also has clashed repeatedly with Army Secretary Dan Driscoll over Hegseth's moves to fire some generals and block others from promotion.
Parnell, in a statement earlier this month, claimed that Hegseth "maintains excellent working relationships with the secretaries of every military service branch." But numerous officials said that is not the case.
"They've been out to get Driscoll and Phelan for a long time now," one U.S. official familiar with the issue said Wednesday night.
Phelan's ouster was announced a day after the Navy unveiled an ambitious $377 billion budget request for next year that seeks more than $65.8 billion for shipbuilding, a 46 percent increase. The request would procure 18 new warships, including new submarines, destroyers, an amphibious assault ship and funds to get a "Trump Class" of battleship underway, a new class of warship announced by the president in December.
Phelan, though, had aggravated Hegseth over the way he was managing the Navy -- in some cases taking matters directly to Trump due to their close relationship instead of going through the defense secretary, two U.S. officials said. He had sought to consolidate control of the service, which made it difficult for the Navy's top admiral to perform his role independently, the officials said. Things came to a head with the unveiling of the battleship, which was not coordinated through Hegseth to the extent that the defense secretary had expected, the officials said.
"He got caught up in trying to do something big," one person said.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Phelan stand by a rendering of the "Trump Class" USS Defiant as President Donald Trump makes an announcement in December. (Jessica Koscielniak/Reuters)


Another source of disagreement between Hegseth and Phelan centered on Phelan's initial chief of staff, Jon Harrison, and the manner in which he exercised his authority inside the Pentagon, officials familiar with the matter said.
Harrison was ousted by Hegseth in October, just after Cao was confirmed by the Senate as the service's undersecretary. Cao supported the move, officials said.
Once Harrison was fired, it seemed like Phelan's days were numbered, two U.S. officials said.
Harrison and Cao did not respond to requests for comment.
Even after months of internal tension, the timing of Phelan's departure still managed to catch defense officials by surprise, those familiar with the matter said. Phelan, they noted, had visited Capitol Hill on Wednesday afternoon to meet with Republicans on the Senate Armed Services Committee, just hours before his departure was announced.
The administration had grown increasingly frustrated at the lack of progress from Phelan's office in turning around the American shipbuilding industry, a priority of Trump's, three U.S. officials said. One of them said that many of the Navy's programs were behind schedule, and that Phelan had failed to make major changes or progress while in the role.
Feinberg had taken greater control over some shipbuilding programs, in an unusual sign of the Pentagon's top leadership becoming directly involved in the service's marquee purchases. There was a sense that Navy leadership was resisting the Trump administration's intended direction for the service and that contributed to Phelan's removal, the official said, noting that others should interpret the secretary's removal as a warning.
Hunter Stires, who served as maritime strategist to Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro during the Biden administration, said that Phelan committed a "grave strategic as well as political error" this week by signaling his openness to outsourcing production of the Navy's warships to shipyards abroad.
"Everything's on the table," Phelan said during an appearance at the Sea-Air-Space conference outside Washington, according to the Navy Times. "We just need to look at it, understand it, understand the implications behind it and decide if we think that makes sense or not."
Stires said the comments "directly undercut" a bipartisan strategy for shipbuilding championed by the Trump administration that aims to incentivize shipbuilders to invest in modernizing and expanding U.S. shipyards. Phelan's exit, Stires said, "should be read as a stark and welcome signal that outsourcing U.S. naval construction is and must remain a nonstarter."
There also was tension between Hegseth and Phelan after Hegseth directed the Navy secretary in December to determine whether Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Arizona), a retired Navy captain, should face repercussions for appearing in a video that advised service members of their duty not to follow illegal orders, officials familiar with the matter said.
Hegseth had Phelan review whether Kelly's involvement in the video should merit any action by the Pentagon. Phelan provided his recommendation to Hegseth in mid-December, though the Navy did not disclose publicly what he advised. Hegseth later announced the Pentagon was escalating the review into a full command investigation, which was later blocked by a federal court. The Defense Department has said it intends to appeal the decision.
In a statement Wednesday evening, Sen. Jack Reed (Rhode Island), the top Democrat on the Senate Armed Services Committee, called Phelan's departure "troubling."
"I am concerned it is yet another example of the instability and dysfunction that have come to define the Department of Defense under President Trump and Secretary Hegseth," Reed said, arguing that "this kind of disruption at the top sends the wrong signal to our sailors and Marines, to our allies, and to our adversaries."
A spokesperson for Sen. Roger Wicker (Mississippi), the committee's Republican chair, did not respond when contacted for comment.
Republicans in Congress in recent weeks have expressed frustration with infighting at the Pentagon, particularly the friction that's been on public display between Hegseth and Driscoll over Hegseth's decision this month to fire the Army chief of staff, Gen. Randy George. At a hearing last week, a number of GOP lawmakers appeared sympathetic and supportive of the Army secretary.
But overall, Republicans have mostly avoided directly criticizing Hegseth, who has managed to keep Trump's confidence despite a number of missteps early in his tenure. He is due to appear before the House Armed Services Committee alongside Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. Dan Caine next week in what may prove to be a test of his popularity among the GOP-led panel.
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Who's out in the Trump administration's spring shakeup 
At least five officials have left Trump's Cabinet and U.S. military leadership since the start of the war with Iran. Here's a look at who left and why.

John Phelan would depart his role immediately, the Pentagon announced Wednesday. (Bloomberg/Bloomberg via Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-04-23
The ouster of Navy Secretary John Phelan after 13 months· comes amid a tumultuous period for the Trump administration in which several high-profile Cabinet members and members of the military leadership have departed.
Since March, at least five high-ranking officials have been forced out of their roles or resigned under pressure. The two-month window coincides with a deeply unpopular U.S.-Israeli war against Iran that has raised energy prices and pushed down President Donald Trump's approval ratings, and follows the ouster of other senior leaders earlier in his second term.
Here's a look at those who have left so far and why.
The Navy secretary will depart the Pentagon after 13 months, Sean Parnell, a spokesman for Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, said Wednesday.
The billionaire art collector and Trump fundraiser was asked to step down, according to an administration official who spoke to The Post on condition of anonymity· because of the issue's sensitivity. His ouster is the latest in a long-running purge of the military's senior ranks under Hegseth, and came after repeated clashes with the defense secretary over Phelan's management of shipbuilding and other issues, five officials told The Post.
Navy Undersecretary Hung Cao will become the service's acting secretary, Parnell said.

Former Army Chief of Staff Gen. Randy George retired this month. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Gen. Randy George retired from his position this month, in an extraordinary move amid the war in Iran.
He had been expected to stay in position until the fall of 2027, but Hegseth asked him to step down, defense officials told The Post. Two other Army generals were removed: Gen. David Hodne, who took over the service's Training and Transformation Command in October, and Maj. Gen. William Green Jr., chief of Army chaplains. It wasn't clear why Hegseth targeted the three men.
The ouster of George meant Hegseth had nearly remade the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a senior panel of military officers who advise the president and defense secretary. In February 2025, the Trump administration dismissed Gen. Charles Q. Brown Jr., then the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Adm. Lisa Franchetti, head of the U.S. Navy; Adm. Linda Fagan, commandant of the Coast Guard; and Gen. James Slife, vice chief of staff of the Air Force. In August, Hegseth asked Gen. David Allvin, chief of staff of the Air Force, to retire early.

Pam Bondi was a Trump loyalist whom the president described as a friend. (Allison Robbert/AP)


Bondi was ousted as attorney general this month, ending a 14-month tenure at the top of the Justice Department.
Trump described Bondi as a "Great American Patriot and a loyal friend" in a post announcing her departure, saying she would transition to a "much needed and important new job" in the private sector. During her leadership, Trump had grown frustrated with Bondi's pace and limited success overseeing efforts to target his rivals, as the Justice Department's public release of files connected to its investigations of convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein remained a point of political pain.
She has been replaced by Todd Blanche, Trump's former personal lawyer, until a permanent replacement can be confirmed.

Lori Chavez-DeRemer resigned amid allegations of professional misconduct. (Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)


The labor secretary resigned from her position to take a job in the private sector, the White House said Monday, a departure that came amid pressure over professional misconduct allegations.
Accusations that Chavez-DeRemer engaged in misconduct, including personal travel during taxpayer-funded trips, surfaced in a complaint filed with the Labor Department's inspector general. Her attorney, Nick Oberheiden, said she had resigned to ensure the Labor Department's work could continue "without distraction," but that it did "not result from legal wrongdoings."
White House spokesman Steven Cheung said the deputy labor secretary, Keith Sonderling, would become the acting head of the agency.

As homeland security secretary, Kristi L. Noem came under intense criticism for her oversight of immigration enforcement. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


Trump announced in March he would replace Noem with Sen. Markwayne Mullin, moving her to a new role as "Special Envoy for The Shield of the Americas," a security initiative in the Western hemisphere.
The move came amid mounting criticism of her leadership of the Department of Homeland Security's aggressive deportation agenda, with even some Republicans questioning her fitness for the role. Noem's top aide, Corey Lewandowski, who had previously worked for Trump before being ousted himself, left the department the same month.
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Politics
Congress is supposed to police its own ethics. Here's why it falls short. 
A spate of recent ethics cases illustrates the limits of a process that is slow and prone to political calculation. 

Rep. Cory Mills (R-Florida) speaks to reporters Wednesday at the Capitol. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-04-23
The U.S. Constitution could hardly be clearer about how unethical behavior on the part of members of Congress should be handled.
"Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member," Article 1, Section 5 stipulates.
In other words, it's up to the House and the Senate to police themselves.
That system's effectiveness and shortcomings have been on stark display the past few weeks, which have seen three members of the House resign, rather than face the possibility of being kicked out.
Two of them -- Eric Swalwell (D-California) and Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) -- did so amid allegations of sexual misconduct. The third lawmaker to leave, Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-Florida), has been criminally charged with diverting $5 million in pandemic-era Federal Emergency Management Agency money to her 2022 campaign.
The scandal involving Gonzales's acknowledged affair with a congressional aide, who later took her life by setting herself on fire, had been percolating for months, and was being looked at by the House Ethics Committee.
But while Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) called upon Gonzales to drop his bid for reelection in what is considered a safe Republican seat, he had initially resisted calls, including some within his party, for the Texas congressman to resign.
"If the accusation of something is going to be the litmus test for someone being able to continue to serve in the House, you'll have a lot of people would have to resign or be removed or expelled from Congress," Johnson said in February. "So, I think you've got to allow this to play out."

Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas) eventually resigned from Congress on the same day as Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-California). (Samuel Corum/Getty Images)


Johnson and other members of the GOP leadership were also dealing with a tricky political situation: To lose Gonzales would be to further shrink the Republicans' already thin majority in the House, which stood at 217-212 as of Wednesday.
So the situation with Gonzales was left to simmer. It was not until allegations arose this month against Democrat Swalwell that things dramatically accelerated. The two resigned from the House on the same day, April 14, to preempt what appeared to be a certain move by their colleagues to expel them. And the margin between the two parties in the chamber remained intact.
Cherfilus-McCormick resigned on Tuesday just moments before she was to appear at a House Ethics Committee hearing, which was to weigh her expulsion after its adjudicatory subcommittee last month found more than two dozen counts against her were "proven by clear and convincing evidence."
But for all the speed with which the final action surrounding her occurred, the investigation had dragged on for two years.
Meanwhile, the Ethics Committee has opened a probe into Rep. Cory Mills (R-Florida), who faces accusations that include violence against an ex-girlfriend. Mills has insisted he will fight the allegations and will not resign.
With scandals piling up, the committee on Monday put out an unusual public and open-ended call for information from victims of sexual misconduct by lawmakers and from others aware of such incidents.

A name placard for Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-Florida) is seen ahead of a House Ethics Committee hearing Tuesday at the Capitol. Cherfilus-McCormick resigned at approximately the time the meeting was set to start, and did not attend. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


It could be argued that the House ethics process is a model of urgency and efficiency in comparison with the Senate's.
The House has an independent Office of Congressional Conduct charged with reviewing ethics complaints and referring what it deems valid ones to the Ethics Committee. The Senate has no such review body, which means potential violations are handled -- or not -- directly by the elected lawmakers who sit on its Ethics Committee.
In 2024, the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center compared the records of the two houses of Congress over a more than a decade.
While the House's Office of Congressional Conduct (then known as the Office of Congressional Ethics) found evidence of a violation in 43 percent of the cases it considered, the Senate Ethics Committee did so just 3 percent of the time, the analysis showed. What's more, the House released the records of its investigations nearly half the time, whereas the Senate issued public reports in fewer than one in 20 cases.
Those statistics, the Campaign Legal Center wrote, "speak volumes about the disparity in accountability between the House and Senate."
In both houses, the membership of the ethics committees, which were established after a series of scandals in the 1960s, is evenly divided between the parties -- the only permanent panels where that is the case. Few lawmakers covet the assignment, given that it has them sitting in judgment of colleagues, who may be friends or political allies.
Inherent too is the idea that lawmakers must be given time and opportunity to defend themselves -- hence, the cases before the committee inevitably move far more slowly than many would like. Accused lawmakers can also drag their feet, or even refuse to cooperate at all with the investigations. And if it reaches a point where they resign, the committees lose any jurisdiction over their actions.
There have been times when the ethics accusations have been deemed by both parties to have been weaponized politically. After charges and countercharges against Democratic and Republican leaders roiled Congress in the 1980s and 1990s, the two sides declared an unofficial ethics "truce" that lasted for seven years into the early 2000s.
On occasion, the findings of the ethics panels have not held up well over time. In 1997, on the recommendation of the Ethics Committee, the House voted overwhelmingly to reprimand then-speaker Newt Gingrich for using tax-deductible money for political purposes in connection with a college course he taught. Gingrich also agreed to a $300,000 fine.
But two years later -- after Gingrich had left Congress -- the Internal Revenue Service found that his actions and those of the organization sponsoring his course had been proper.
The types of scandals that have shaken the House in recent weeks help explain a fresh Gallup Poll that found Americans' disapproval of Congress has reached 86 percent, up more than 20 percentage points from a year ago and tying past records.
House members are talking anew about changing their ethics procedures, particularly in cases where lawmakers are accused of sexual harassment and assault. But political reality usually turns faster than the procedural gears on Capitol Hill.
Before Swalwell resigned from Congress, the growing scandal forced him to drop his bid for California governor, in a contest where he was assumed to have been a front-runner. Gonzales too dropped out of what had become a hopeless race for reelection.
Which points to another truth. Whatever the framers of the Constitution may have expected of lawmakers when it comes to their capacity to discipline each other, there is a far more effective instrument: the voter.
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D.C.
Embattled ride-hailing app Empower can offer free rides in D.C., judge says
The ride-hailing company Empower can continue to offer free rides in D.C., a judge said, a victory for the startup amid a years-long legal battle with the city.

Empower CEO Joshua Sear leads a rally in front of the D.C. Court of Appeals on March 13, 2025, to demand the ride-share platform not be shut down. (Aashish Kiphayet/Associated Press)


By Liam Scott, Jasmine Golden | 2026-04-23
The ride-hailing company Empower can continue to offer free rides in the District, a judge said Thursday, affirming a recent strategy employed by the start-up amid a years-long legal battle with the city over its right to operate.
The D.C. government has said Empower should not operate in the city after failing to properly register as a private vehicle-for-hire company. To comply with a court order to stop doing business in the District, the app recently began offering free rides within city limits, prompting another challenge from D.C. attorneys.
On Thursday, D.C. Superior Court Judge Shana Frost Matini sided with Empower, saying that offering the free rides did not violate her earlier order. "It almost sounds like the District needs to look possibly at regulating the drivers rather than regulating the company," Matini said. "Doesn't the District directly regulate taxicab drivers?"
Empower and its lawyers did not immediately respond to requests for comment. But on X, the company posted Thursday, "Putting transportation decisions back into the hands of drivers and riders."
"The District is considering its options moving forward," the Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia said in a statement.
Matini's ruling marks the latest development in the ongoing fight between Empower and Washington. Here's how we got here.
Empower is a ride-share start-up app that launched in 2019 and markets itself as a cheaper alternative to other ride-hailing services like Uber and Lyft. It started operating in Washington in 2020.
The company, though, says it sells reservation software to drivers who set rates for their own individual ride-hailing businesses. "No one signs up to work for Empower," chief executive Joshua Sear said in court Thursday. "They use our app to work for themselves."
Empower used to charge users for rides in D.C., like other companies. But it changed its operations recently. Now, if you want a ride in the District, a driver would have to agree to do it for free, which is unlikely. For rides that go through D.C. as well as Virginia or Maryland, users would pay for only the portion outside of the District.
The ride-share app is still available like normal in other cities, such as Baltimore, Dallas, Houston and New York City. But it's facing battles outside the nation's capital, too, including in Maryland, where the state is also trying to regulate the ride-share service.
Not long after Empower launched in Washington, the city's Department of For-Hire Vehicles issued a cease-and-desist order against the company for failing to register as a private sedan business and digital dispatch service. The parties have been fighting in court since 2024, when Matini, the judge, ordered Empower to cease operations until the company successfully registers with the city.
D.C. requires ride-hailing apps and other private vehicle-for-hire companies to register, like Lyft and Uber, pay 6 percent of revenue to the city, provide commercial insurance and background checks, share ride data, and have logos displayed on vehicles.
Empower said it has repeatedly tried to register with the city but that it has been denied. The District says its applications fell short of the requirements, which would include paying the millions owed in fines.
Sear said the District is refusing to allow its drivers to individually register as private vehicle-for-hire businesses. However, legislation to make that effort possible has been unsuccessful in the D.C. Council.
The legal saga is a long one. By September 2025, Empower had received myriad court warnings and failed to pay millions in fines. That month, Sear finally promised to shut down operations in D.C., barely avoiding jail while admitting defeat in the legal case.
But Empower continued to fight. A few weeks later, the service began telling drivers and riders that "any ride activity in the District of Columbia is not subject to any contract" between Empower and the driver.
Uber and Lyft also began operating without official licenses, but those ride-share apps have agreed to government regulation for more than a decade.
In late 2024, Empower conducted 100,000 rides in the city each week, accounting for 10 percent of the local market. That was a larger share than the District's taxis.
More recently, Sear said at the Thursday hearing that Empower conducted about 150,000 rides in the Washington metro area last week. He also testified that Empower drivers in the region collectively earned about $1 million less last week than normal, which he attributed to the free rides. "We are going to suffer a meaningful decrease in revenue," Sear said.
Empower has employed a series of tactics in an effort to continue operating in Washington.
After a hearing last September, Empower used the app to coordinate an email campaign that generated more than 15,000 messages to city leaders. "Mayor and AG -- you can jail, threaten, and scheme, but the people will not stand down," read one sent repeatedly to Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D).
Earlier this month, the company began urging users not to vote for certain candidates in the city's June primary elections. "If you want Empower to stay in DC, leave Kenyan R. McDuffie off your ballot!" said one message in the app, exhorting voters to reject the mayoral contender and former council member.
A similar in-app message prompted users not to vote for council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) in the race to replace congressional Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.). McDuffie also shared that his daughter had received a death threat against him on Instagram, referencing the Empower ban; the company condemned the harassment. A 17-year-old was recently arrested in connection to the case, according to D.C. police.
At an April 17 hearing, Sear said the platform has complied with the District's order to stop operating as a private vehicle-for-hire company after updating its software a few days earlier to ban drivers from taking payment for D.C. rides. The D.C. Attorney General's Office said Empower's free rides were another attempt to continue as an unregulated company.
Thursday's decision means daily fines imposed on Empower will be halted. But a fight remains over the millions of dollars in unpaid fines imposed on Empower.
While the company can keep rolling, it's unclear how drivers will keep up a profit in the city under the new business model, and, in turn, what that means for Empower's future.
Meanwhile, the beleaguered transportation company doesn't seem to be contracting its operations anytime soon. Empower announced Wednesday that it's live in Atlanta.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Temperatures rise near 80 again Friday, with growing rain chance
Cooler and wetter Saturday. Still on the cool side of normal Sunday. 

A bee does its thing at Smithsonian Gardens. (Victoria Pickering/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow, Dan Stillman | 2026-04-23
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Slight shower chance this evening, mainly southwest of the area. Mild tonight, with lows in the upper 50s to low 60s.
What's next? A front enters the area after another warm one Friday, potentially leading to afternoon showers or a storm. There's a better shot of showers on a cooler Saturday. Still cool but sunnier Sunday.

Data from the latest U.S. Drought Monitor report, issued Thursday. (USDA/NDMC/NOAA/NASA)


Last week's U.S. Drought Monitor indicated that severe drought had expanded northward into southern and eastern portions of the D.C. region. That trend has continued in the most recent report.
This week's Drought Monitor, issued Thursday morning, now has the entire Beltway area and western parts of the region in severe drought. That's one level worse than the moderate drought that covered the same area a week ago.
Although parts of the region picked up roughly 0.1 to 0.2 inches of rain during the past week, precipitation since March 1 remains well below normal: 2.87 inches below normal at Reagan National Airport, 2.18 inches below normal at Washington Dulles International Airport, and 3.31 inches below normal at Baltimore-Washington International Marshall Airport.
While some rain or showers are possible Saturday, and again around the middle of next week, models don't suggest any drought-busting soaking in our immediate future.
The weekend forecast has been a bit of a moving target, and there's still some uncertainty as to how it will play out. But some aspects of it are starting to come into focus:
	It will be cooler than normal, especially Saturday.
	Sunday has trended drier, and rainfall now seems unlikely.

Saturday's forecast is tricky. Models conflict on both temperatures and rainfall. Some project highs in the 60s, while others suggest a cool front will push far enough to the south to hold them in the 50s. We would lean toward the cooler side of forecasts.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG)


With respect to rain, it probably won't be a washout, but showers or mist are possible any time. The afternoon and evening bring the best chance of a period of steadier rainfall. But this forecast could still shift, so check back for updates. There's a scenario in which the bulk of the rain holds off until evening.
Both weekend days are on the cloudy side, although the sun could make an appearance Sunday afternoon.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: A pleasant evening gives way to a mild overnight. Just a very slight chance of a shower. Partly cloudy tonight as lows settle to a range of upper 50s to low 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Partial sun and another warm one with highs within a few degrees of 80. There's a bit higher chance of afternoon or evening showers, potentially a storm. This is thanks to a cold front drifting in from the north. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: An evening shower or storm possible. Otherwise, partly cloudy with lows about 50 to 55. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Cloudier and cooler for the first half of the weekend Saturday. There's also a chance of showers, with perhaps a tenth to a quarter of an inch of rain. Highs may hold in the 50s in the northern half of the area, with 60s to the south. Confidence: Medium
A shower may linger into early Sunday. Much of the day is partly sunny and relatively pleasant, if a bit on the cool side for late April. Mainly mid- and upper 60s. Confidence: Medium
Similar temperatures to start the new workweek. Rather sunny Monday, but another chance of showers arrives by Tuesday. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 7/10: Pretty warm for the date, but hard to hate near 80 and low humidity. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this date in 1960, D.C. soared to 95 degrees, which is tied for its highest April temperature on record. It was the first of four straight days to reach 90 degrees.
"You could have felt uncomfortably warm at 3:15 p.m. yesterday with ample justification," The Washington Post front page said the following day.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 71
	Average low: 51
	Record high: 95 (1960)
	Record low: 33 (1933)
	Record precipitation: 1.38 inches (1921)
	Record snowfall: Trace (1986)
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Girl says case of student who groped her, others not about immigration status
An 18-year-old El Salvador national's sentencing on misdemeanor charges is fueling Trump administration claims that Virginia is too soft on undocumented immigrants.

The groping incidents occurred at Fairfax High School. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post)


By Juan Benn Jr. | 2026-04-23
At its core, the case against Israel Flores Ortiz is about an 18-year-old high school junior in Virginia who groped female students as they passed by in crowded hallways between classes.
But amid the charged politics surrounding the Trump administration's ramped-up immigration enforcement, the legal proceedings involving the undocumented teenager have garnered widespread attention in conservative circles -- on a scale that county prosecutors and some of the victims say overshadows his crimes.
"Due to the politics of this moment, this case has become something that it really isn't," one victim wrote in an impact statement that a county attorney read aloud in court Tuesday during a sentencing hearing. "It is about a guy in the hallway that did the wrong thing and made me feel unsafe. However, some people believe this is only happening due to his legal status, when it could be anybody of any race or any color that could have done this."
Flores Ortiz, a native of El Salvador who federal officials say arrived illegally in the United States in 2024, has been incarcerated since March. A judge in Fairfax County's juvenile and domestic relations court this week ordered him to spend an additional 360 days in the county detention center after he was convicted of nine counts of misdemeanor assault and battery.
Federal immigration officials have requested that the Fairfax County Sheriff's Office hold him after he completes his sentence next April so they can take him into custody, county officials said.
Meanwhile, a federal investigation of how officials in the Fairfax County school system handled the incidents is underway, further charging a previously scheduled congressional hearing on May 14 in which Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano (D) and Sheriff Stacy Kincaid (D) have been asked to testify about how they have handled crimes involving undocumented immigrants.
A review of the incidents at Fairfax High School also has been commissioned by the county schools superintendent.
"There are any number of people with any number of reasons they seemingly want to turn this case and my office and the cases that we do into some kind of political event, where, in reality, what we're focused on is maintaining our place as the safest large community anywhere in this country," Descano said at a news conference outside the courthouse after Flores Ortiz was sentenced.
Flores Ortiz started the year as one of more than 2,000 students at Fairfax High School simply focused on getting through the academic year. His public defender described the Spanish-speaking teen as quiet around campus and said he held a job after school as a waiter at a restaurant.
Then, in early March, nine female students told school officials that Flores Ortiz groped them in the hallways over a nearly two-week period starting in February. One girl testified to "feeling caressed on the leg." Another said she felt a "tickle," while the school resource officer who interviewed the students testified that a different girl described being "grabbed from the buttocks."
Four more complaints arrived later. Troy Ketch, an assistant principal at the school, testified in court earlier this month  that he reviewed security footage and verified all but two of the initial complaints. In one incident, Ketch said, he saw "Israel with his hand on the backside of one of the students."
Ketch testified that he then met with Flores Ortiz and was joined by school administrative assistant Jessica Rios, who testified during the April 9 hearing that the junior admitted to the allegations.
"He said that he had touched the girls' butts, and he was doing it for fun," Rios said in court. She said he also wrote a statement in Spanish admitting to the assaults.
Flores Ortiz turned himself in to police on March 6 and was charged with misdemeanor counts of assault and battery, according to court records.
Six days later, Principal Georgina Aye informed parents of the arrest and some of the allegations in a letter.
"We encourage students to immediately tell a trusted adult when they experience a situation that makes them feel unsafe," Aye wrote in the letter. She did not share details about Flores Ortiz, other than to say that a student had been arrested.
The letter sparked an outcry among parents, some of whom claimed in local news reports that Flores Ortiz's actions were far worse than what Aye described. That, in turn, attracted attention from conservative news outlets and others on social media. Trump administration officials, who have weighed in on other local crimes to criticize policies in cities led by Democrats, highlighted Flores Ortiz's immigration status.
In a March 16 statement, Deputy Homeland Security Assistant Secretary Lauren Bis attacked Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) over her decision to end an initiative under predecessor Glenn Youngkin (R) that required state law enforcement agents to cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement during operations.
"We are calling on Fairfax County sanctuary politicians to NOT release this predator from jail back into our communities to assault more teenage women," Bis said in the statement. "Unfortunately, Gov. Abigail Spanberger ended cooperation with ICE and is siding with criminal illegal aliens over American citizens."
In her executive order, Spanberger said: "Virginians deserve to have their state and local law enforcement resources devoted to the safety and security of their communities, not federal civil immigration enforcement."
With the attacks continuing a week after Bis's statement, Fairfax Schools Superintendent Michelle C. Reid announced that her office had retained the McGuireWoods law firm to review how the high school handled the allegations. A week later, the federal Education Department announced its own investigation.
In a statement, Fairfax County Public Schools said it is "prepared to fully cooperate" with the Education Department inquiry.
About the McGuireWoods review, a spokesperson for Fairfax schools said: "The goal is clear: to establish a definitive understanding of what occurred, when it occurred, and confirm that all policies, procedures, and regulations were properly followed."
At the sentencing hearing Tuesday, Fairfax County Judge Melinda L. VanLowe asked those in the gallery -- parents, a few of the victims and journalists -- to "maintain decorum," acknowledging the attention the case has received.
Both the prosecutor and the defense attorney recommended some jail time and probation for Flores Ortiz, along with a psychological evaluation.
Jamie Hospers, Flores Ortiz's attorney, argued that his client's actions were juvenile mistakes, reflective of his age and not "the adult he's going to be for the rest of his life."
The lawyer asked the judge to consider that Flores Ortiz was convicted of misdemeanor charges and that his offenses did not involve a weapon.
Hospers also drew a comparison between his client and President Donald Trump.
There are two ways our society has responded to "butt-grabbing," he said. "Sometimes you arrest people. Sometimes you elect them to be the president of the United States."
VanLowe noted that Flores Ortiz has no prior criminal record, which usually would keep a defendant from incarceration for a first-time misdemeanor offense.
But this case is different, she said, recalling one incident in which a girl confronted Flores Ortiz immediately after she was touched. Two days later, he did it again, according to the judge, who in addition to the jail sentence ordered that Flores Ortiz undergo two years of supervised probation.
Flores Ortiz sat quietly next to Hospers. He picked up a yellow notepad and read a statement in Spanish.
"I apologize to the girls and families as well. I hurt them," Flores Ortiz read aloud, pausing for an interpreter to translate his words into English. "I also apologize to my mother and my father."
VanLowe then spoke directly to the girls in the room and the four who wrote statements to the court. She apologized for the spotlight on the case and commended them for speaking out.
"It is very difficult to be vulnerable," she said.
Outside the courtroom, the reactions to the judge's sentence were swift.
Demetry Pikrallidas, a Virginia lawyer representing one of the victims, said the ruling "sends a strong message that you don't touch people in an inappropriate way," adding that his client holds zero "animosity" toward Flores Ortiz.
"She just wants to make sure it doesn't happen again," he said.
In a post on X, the Department of Homeland Security called the sentence a "slap on the wrist."
"This adult criminal illegal alien should NOT have been attending a Virginia high school and allowed to prey on innocent teenage girls," the department said. "ICE stands ready to arrest this illegal alien if Gov. Spanberger chooses to release him from jail."
Descano defended his office's handling of crimes alleged to have been committed by undocumented immigrants.
"We don't need chirping from DHS, who don't really know what's going on in this community and certainly don't know what's happening in individual cases," he said. "Our office is all about keeping our community safe and doing justice. It doesn't matter what somebody's status is."
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Tech
The unflattering secrets revealed so far in Elon Musk's latest legal feud
Hundreds of court filings have revealed cringey texts, emails or private diary entries of Musk, Sam Altman, other OpenAI founders and other public figures.

(The Washington Post/Emma Kumer/The Washington Post; Demetruius Freeman/The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post; iStock; United States District Court)


By Shira Ovide, Gerrit De Vynck | 2026-04-23
Tesla chief executive Elon Musk and Sam Altman, CEO of ChatGPT-maker OpenAI, are scheduled to face off in court next week in a case brought by Musk that claims Altman and others enriched themselves by allegedly betraying the artificial intelligence company's founding mission.
The bitter legal feud between the two tech titans is prying open the industry's most powerful circles by spilling the tea of Silicon Valley VIPs.
Hundreds of court filings have revealed cringey texts, emails or private diary entries of Musk, Altman, other OpenAI founders and other public figures. They include Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg privately offering to use his social platforms to help Musk's interests, Musk insulting Amazon Executive Chairman Jeff Bezos (twice) and a journal in which a big MAGA donor muses about becoming a billionaire, according to the filings. (Bezos owns The Washington Post; OpenAI has a content partnership with The Post.)
There will be fireworks in the federal courtroom in Oakland, California, predicted Andrew Stoltmann, a corporate litigation lawyer not involved in the case who has followed it closely. "We are about to witness the landing of the Hindenburg on the deck of the Titanic; we know it's going to be crazy and nasty."
Musk and Altman co-founded OpenAI in 2015, but Musk left the company in an acrimonious split in 2018. His lawsuit, originally filed in 2024, alleges that OpenAI broke its founding pledges to share its technology openly with the world as a nonprofit artificial intelligence research lab. Musk argues that Altman and Greg Brockman, another OpenAI co-founder, conspired to enrich themselves at Musk's expense and asks the court to remove them from their leadership positions and to restore OpenAI to a full nonprofit.

Elon Musk, left, and Sam Altman spoke together at a Vanity Fair event in 2015. (Mike Windle/Getty Images)


OpenAI has said Musk is simply trying to undercut a competitor to his own AI company, xAI. A spokesperson for OpenAI referred The Post to a website where it has posted running commentary on the dispute. "Motivated by jealousy, regret for walking away from OpenAI and a desire to derail a competing AI company, Elon has spent years harassing OpenAI through baseless lawsuits and public attacks," the site says.
Musk and an attorney for him did not respond to requests for comment. OpenAI declined to make Altman or Brockman available.
Here are five revelations or questions that emerged from a Post review of the court records.
The annual festival in Nevada's desert is a pilgrimage for counterculture types and for Silicon Valley's elite. OpenAI's lawyers have quizzed Musk about his activities during Burning Man in 2017, which they say coincided with the thick of negotiations among him, Altman, Brockman and others over shifting OpenAI's nonprofit status.

Musk attends a gala at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida, in November 2024. (Saul Martinez/FTWP)


OpenAI has said Musk might not accurately remember the discussions. In a September deposition, Musk was repeatedly asked about "rhino ketamine," a concoction that's commonly a mixture of the hallucinogenic and anesthetic drug ketamine and amphetamine stimulants.
Musk testified that he didn't know what rhino ketamine was and did not recall using it at the event. He has previously acknowledged using ketamine, which he said was prescribed to him to treat depression.
Musk's attorneys said asking about Burning Man and drugs at trial would be "inflammatory" and "irrelevant" and asked to exclude those subjects from the trial. The federal judge overseeing the case, Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers, ruled last month that OpenAI can't bring up ketamine in court, but that Burning Man is fair game.
"Musk's attendance at Burning Man in 2017 is relevant to the attention he paid to his negotiations with OpenAI, which supposedly occurred during the same period," she wrote. A "supposed lapse in memory" from ketamine use could be relevant, Gonzalez Rogers wrote, but she said OpenAI's lawyers couldn't point to evidence that suggested Musk used the drug.
Shivon Zilis is a longtime ally of Musk and has worked at several of his companies. She acted as an "Elon whisperer" to OpenAI, Altman said in his deposition, and the company says she served on its board of directors from 2020 to 2023. Documents in the case include text messages in which the pair appear to discuss how Zilis can feed information from inside OpenAI back to Musk.
OpenAI says in the lawsuit that Zilis was secretly informing for Musk at OpenAI's expense, and that she is supporting his claim that Altman and others changed the venture's structure against Musk's wishes.
In 2022, it was revealed publicly that Zilis and Musk had twins together the prior year. The pair started a brief romance around 2016, Zilis said in her deposition in the lawsuit. They now have four children together and are in a romantic relationship, she said.
OpenAI argues Zilis's credibility is undermined by what the company said was a romantic relationship and children with Musk that, it alleges, were "concealed" from OpenAI officials.
Zilis didn't respond to a request for comment.
Among the documents that OpenAI cites is a text exchange between Musk and Zilis just before he quit OpenAI's board in 2018. Zilis asked Musk whether she should stay "close and friendly" with OpenAI to "keep info flowing." (A 2023 message thread in the court filings also showed that Musk was saved in Zilis's phone as "Schrodinger's Cat." Musk seems to enjoy references to this nerdy thought experiment.)
Gonzalez Rogers ruled last month that Musk's relationship with Zilis is "highly relevant to Zilis's credibility and Zilis's role as a conduit between Musk and OpenAI."
Zuckerberg and Musk have verbally sparred for years and even agreed to a physical fight in 2023. (It didn't happen.)
Messages in the court record, however, disclosed a couple of times that Zuckerberg reached out to offer Musk help or information. It may fit a pattern shown in Musk's history of legal battles: Even the rich and powerful kowtow to him.
After a flurry of news articles in February 2025 about Musk's federal government efficiency project, DOGE, that revealed names of several of its staff members, Musk publicly complained that such disclosures may have been criminal acts.
Zuckerberg texted Musk to say that Meta teams were "on alert" to take down "doxxing or threatening" posts. Zuckerberg said Musk should let him know "anything else I can do to help."
Zuckerberg has faced criticism since the text was disclosed in March. He had pledged to give Facebook and Instagram users a freer hand from content moderation, and doubters said last year that Musk was complaining about online activity that was protected by the First Amendment. A spokesman for Meta declined to comment on behalf of the company or Zuckerberg.
Altman also flattered Musk as the executives feuded.
In a 2023 text exchange after Musk posted about his disappointment in OpenAI, Altman told Musk that he was "my hero" and suggested he wouldn't "hurt" Tesla by poaching its employees. Around the same time, Altman also asked Zilis whether he should "tweet something nice about Elon," because Altman said Musk felt slighted for being excluded from a photo of OpenAI's founding.
OpenAI has long been hungry for computer horsepower to fuel its AI ambitions, and filings in the case show Musk or Altman repeatedly pressing other technology companies for free or cut-price AI computer power.

Mark Zuckerberg, left, Lauren Sanchez Bezos, Jeff Bezos, Sundar Pichai and Elon Musk at the 2025 presidential inauguration. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AFP/Getty Images)


In a 2016 email exchange between Musk and Altman about such a negotiation, Musk said he'd prefer to rely on computing power from Microsoft over Amazon because Musk believed that Bezos "is a bit of a tool" and that Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella was not.
OpenAI ultimately went with Microsoft, which is also a major investor in OpenAI and a defendant in Musk's lawsuit.
Musk has had a longstanding spat with Bezos over their dueling space projects. In a September deposition, Musk doubled down on the "tool" diss of his fellow billionaire when asked about it. "He can be, you know," Musk replied, and added, "There's a redemption arc for all of us."
A spokesman for Bezos didn't have a comment. A Microsoft spokesman referred to a court filing that said the company's investments in OpenAI "helped to fund one of the largest nonprofits in the world" and "was necessary for OpenAI to pursue its mission." The spokesman declined to comment on the Musk email.
Brockman, who started as OpenAI's chief technology officer and is now its president, wrote notes to himself agonizing over whether to align with Musk or Altman during the battle over who would control OpenAI.
Brockman's personal notes are a key part of Musk's case, which alleges that Brockman revealed in 2017 his desire to extract personal wealth from the then nonprofit OpenAI when he asked himself in the notes, "Financially what will take me to $1B?"
In his deposition last year, Brockman said that he wrote that line as he was thinking through what would financially motivate him, were OpenAI to transition into a for-profit business. He said his first motivation was still to ensure OpenAI's mission could continue. In posts on X, he wrote, "I have great respect for Elon, but the way he cherry-picked from my personal journal is beyond dishonest."
Brockman and his wife became wealthy enough to be among the largest donors to MAGA Inc., a super PAC aligned with President Donald Trump, and to another fund that opposes regulation of AI, according to Federal Election Commission filings.
In another snippet from his diary, Brockman appears to muse that it would be improper to convert the company into a for-profit without including Musk. "it'd be wrong to steal the non-profit from him. ... that'd be pretty morally bankrupt. and he's really not an idiot."
Documents, text exchanges and journal entry from United States District Court for the Northern District of California in Oakland.
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National
NFL draft and its many fans bring a city hope -- and prompt schools to go virtual
To host hundreds of thousands of football fans, Pittsburgh moved schools online and is warning of traffic mayhem. Will the NFL's spotlight be worth it? 

The NFL's annual spring event, the draft, arrived in downtown Pittsburgh this week. (Kirby Lee/Imagn Images/Reuters Connect)


By Tim Craig | 2026-04-23
PITTSBURGH -- The school day was starting, but Arnetta Fuqua decided to let her 7-year-old daughter sleep a bit longer.
It was a sunny-enough Wednesday in April, but Ralilah, a first-grader in Pittsburgh public school, would be studying from home through the end of the week, after school leaders decided to shutter classrooms -- not for snow or heat or a global pandemic, but for the arrival of a new kind of marquee sports event: the NFL draft.
Fuqua had just unpacked a grocery delivery from Walmart. She thought Ralilah could do her lessons later in the day without logging on to to her laptop. But around 9 a.m., she reread the packet that Ralilah's teacher had sent home and realized they had to log in to record attendance and complete some initial lessons.
Pittsburgh's time in the national spotlight was turning into a stressor well known for sending parents into tailspins.
"I can't log in to the computer," Fuqua, 33, said, fiddling with the keyboard at 9:21 a.m., an hour after the school day began. "The icons are not there, and I don't even know what I am doing."
Fuqua's frustration highlights the tensions playing out throughout Pittsburgh as the NFL consumes Pennsylvania's second-most populous city this week. In what local officials call the largest public event in Pittsburgh history, at least a half-million visitors are expected to crowd the city over the next three days, not to watch a playoff game but to hear NFL teams decide which college players will join their ranks.
The nationally televised event, which has even caused Pittsburgh to temporarily assume the name "Picksburgh," is designed to showcase the city's brilliant skyline, its rich manufacturing history and an economic future rooted in medicine, technology and higher education.
"This week is 99 percent about selling our city and to sell the opportunities that are in Pittsburgh on a national stage," Mayor Corey O'Connor (D) said Wednesday, at a downtown ribbon-cutting ceremony. "And if we want to grow, and we want families to stay here, it's about giving them opportunity."
But in a year in which major cities across the nation are also gearing up to host World Cup soccer matches, Pittsburgh's experience with the draft -- a once-quiet affair that has ballooned to a tentpole event for the $20 billion-a-year NFL -- highlights how major sports events can strain local infrastructure as they grow larger and flashier.
In a city with a tight downtown corridor sandwiched between three rivers, several major thoroughfares will be closed into the weekend. Electronic highway signs flash warnings as if a major storm is coming -- "NFL draft ... Avoid unnecessary travel." And to those who do drive, the costs of parking in some downtown lots is projected to soar above $100.
Those concerns are what prompted Pittsburgh public school leaders to announce that about 20,000 students would shift to remote learning. Now, parents such as Fuqua are left to balance whether the disruptions caused by the draft are worth it.
Fuqua doesn't consider herself a huge sports fan. But like most Pittsburgh residents she knows, she tries to sit down to watch Steelers games, and she understands that the draft will bring national exposure to a city that she believes deserves more respect. But the single mother, who also has a 2-year-old daughter, now feels trapped in her home.
"It's a mess, and it's really cutting into our lives," Fuqua said, punching keys on her daughter's computer. "I am going to look for good that is coming from this draft, but I am not sure there is going to be a lot for us to like. ... It just seems like a lot of crazy."

Arnetta Fuqua helps her 7-year-old daughter, Ralilah, after Pittsburgh Public Schools instituted remote learning because of the NFL draft. (Tim Craig/The Washington Post)


About 9:30 a.m., Fuqua finally summoned Ralilah from her room.
Perhaps the first-grader could navigate the computer better than Mom?
She could not.
"The school usually has the icons already on there, but they are not there," Fuqua, said, still clicking.
She reclaimed her cellphone from her 2-year-old, who had been using it to watch cartoons on YouTube, and emailed the teacher, who quickly responded and urged Fuqua to log into the school network via another portal.
It worked. Mother and daughter could finally mark their attendance for the day.
"This is all very confusing," Fuqua said. "There must be a lot of parents out there thinking the same thing."
The decision by Pittsburgh Public Schools to shift to remote learning for the draft is backed by the teachers union, even though some city leaders were wary of the idea. Billy Hileman, president of the Pittsburgh Federation of Teachers, said the school system's remote learning procedures were well tested during the pandemic and since used at times during snowstorms or heat waves.
"The traffic situation ... is going to be horrific, and many of our students use public transportation," Hileman said.
In addition to schools, many downtown businesses are allowing employees to work remotely during the draft. The draft's festivities include public gatherings at Point State Park as well as areas on the other side of the Allegheny River near the city's professional football and baseball stadiums.
O'Connor, the mayor, said estimates of 500,000 to 700,000 visitors for the draft comes from data showing that parts of 11 NFL markets are within a 41/2-hour drive or one-hour flight to Pittsburgh. Last year's draft, in Green Bay, Wisconsin, drew an estimated 600,000 visitors over three days, while the draft in 2024 in Detroit attracted a record 775,000 attendees.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) said Wednesday that the event could generate over $200 million for the state's economy. Also, Shapiro said the draft has forced state and local officials to expedite several community building projects to enhance quality of life.
Shapiro, O'Connor and other officials cut the ribbon on a revitalized Market Square, a public plaza in the shadow of the 40-story PPG Place skyscraper. Last week, officials opened another new four-acre park downtown called Arts Landing. Point State Park, where the city's iconic water fountain is, also recently underwent a major renovation.
"This event was a catalyst for investment downtown and a catalyst for investment in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania," Shapiro said. "You are seeing big things happen as a result of the focus of this draft."

Once a sleepy affair, the draft is now a tentpole event for the $20 billion-a-year NFL. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


David Brown, 70, said he can attest that Pittsburgh feels like a transformed city as it prepares for its big moment.
As a young man, Brown worked in the now-shuttered polluting steel mills along the Monongahela  River. He now likes to walk around downtown Pittsburgh -- in his Steelers cap, naturally -- to stand amid the skyscrapers and sports stadiums that symbolize the city's renaissance.  Brown, who now walks with a cane, plans to take part in all three days of the draft, reminiscing of past Steelers football legends Joe Greene, Ernie Holmes, L.C. Greenwood and Terry Bradshaw, to name a few.
"This will bring a lot of different people, from different places," Brown said. "We got a lot of development for the people to see."
Local business owners are more cautious about whether the draft will jolt the economy in meaningful ways, especially if local residents are turned off by the inconvenience or price surge. A Bud Light at an official NFL draft outdoor bar in Market Square costs $9 -- New York prices in Pittsburgh.
"It's kind of overhyped so far," said Maryam Williams, 43, who was selling Italian ice from a cart on Wednesday afternoon. "It's like a waiting game to see if all of these people really show up."
Jordan Nicholas, a real estate investor whose family has operated Nicholas Coffee and Tea Co. for 107 years, said he believes businesses in the immediate vicinity of the draft stage, which stands on the North Shore across the Allegheny River from downtown, will see robust business. He fears other downtown businesses will be disappointed.
"They scared everybody and told everybody who works downtown not to come downtown," Nicholas said. "So, if you lose all the office workers and just replace them with the out-of-towners, it's almost like a net neutral effect."
Juan Garrett, a local business leader, said he's already seen the draft bolster Pittsburgh's economy in other ways. Garrett, who works with  minority- and women-owned small businesses, said he helped 165 such businesses,  including electricians and portable-toilet distributors,  sign contracts with the NFL. They're the kind of business, he said, that  have not had as much opportunity here as in some other major East Coast cities.
"Even if they only got a small contract, what we are telling people is: 'You can say, I got a contract with the NFL draft,'" Garrett, 60, said. "And that builds their businesses and that is clearly economic impact."

Acrisure Stadium, home of the Pittsburgh Steelers. (Kirby Lee/Imagn Images/Reuters Connect)


For the country, the draft starts Thursday night. But as Fuqua hovered with her daughter over the computer a day prior she thought about how challenging the next few days could be for her and her family.
Ralilah will need to hold her lessons with her speech therapist online on Thursday instead of meeting in person. And Fuqua, who is trying to return to work as a nursing assistant, is scheduled for a CPR recertification class on Saturday on the outskirts of town.
"How are Ubers going to navigate and circulate if they've got all of these road closures?" asked Fuqua, who no longer drives because repairs on her 20-year-old Honda became too costly. "I'm not paying $100 just to go 10 minutes down the road for a CPR license."
Then a more immediate challenge emerged.
As Ralilah was using the computer to learn vowels, an error message appeared: "This site can't be reached." Ralilah put down the computer and ran up to her bedroom to watch cartoons.
"With all of this traffic, and us having to maneuver and take care of our kids, this is a lot," Fuqua said. "Especially for people who are not big-time sports fans."
They would try the lessons later in the day, Fuqua said. For now, she wondered if their time might be better spent at a nearby park. If they went, they would definitely walk.
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
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Once accused of election fraud, former small-town mayor leaves court to applause
Joe Ceballos, a green card holder from Mexico and former mayor of Coldwater, Kansas, pleaded guilty to misdemeanors but avoided jail time for voting as a noncitizen.

Joe Ceballos, the twice-elected mayor of Coldwater, Kansas. (Travis Heying/ZUMA Press Wire via Reuters Connect)


By Daniel Wu | 2026-04-23
Joe Ceballos was thrust into public scrutiny by state and federal authorities last year as an alleged criminal who threatened the integrity of American elections. The Department of Homeland Security vowed to deport Ceballos, a green card holder from Mexico and two-time elected mayor of Coldwater, Kansas, if he was convicted of election fraud for voting as a noncitizen.
The case against him ended Monday in cheers and a standing ovation in the courtroom as Ceballos pleaded guilty to three misdemeanor charges, avoiding jail time.
Sidney Thomas, the judge on the case, joined in the applause, according to Ceballos's attorney, Jess Hoeme, and video from the courtroom.
"I do think that's justice," Thomas said after adjourning.
Ceballos, 55, pleaded guilty to three counts of disorderly election conduct and received a $2,000 fine and a suspended six-month jail sentence. He  will serve a year of probation, according to his plea agreement. Prosecutors dropped the felony charges of election perjury and voting without being qualified they had initially levied against him.
Hoeme said the resolution was a vindication for Ceballos, who maintained he'd made an honest mistake in voting as a green card holder, and for residents in Coldwater who opposed the vilification of a well-liked mayor. The support for Ceballos cut across party lines in a Republican town Hoeme said generally supports President Donald Trump's immigration enforcement policies.
"I think what happened is these immigration policies and these ideas about immigration hit home, and people realized, 'Hey, this isn't what we were signing up for,'" Hoeme said.
Kansas Attorney General Kris Kobach (R) said in a statement that Ceballos's case "demonstrates the very real personal and community consequences of having no citizenship verification at the time of registration or indeed at any point in the voting process."
"Every case is considered individually and in Mr. Ceballos case, a plea is in the public's best interest," Kobach said.
It is unclear whether the Trump administration will follow through on threats to deport Ceballos. Hoeme said the misdemeanors Ceballos pleaded guilty to should not warrant deportation. DHS did not answer when asked whether it will seek to deport Ceballos.
"This alien has now been convicted of illegally voting in American elections," spokeswoman Lauren Bis said in a statement.
Kobach said in his statement that the "Attorney General's Office has no role in Mr. Ceballos's citizenship, residence, or deportation proceedings."
Ceballos arrived in Coldwater as a teenage ranch hand and registered for the draft and to vote at 18 with the help of a high school teacher, The Washington Post reported in November. Ceballos received a green card in 1990. He has voted regularly as a registered Republican since 2020, according to the Comanche County clerk's office.
Ceballos became a fixture in Coldwater, residents previously told The Post. He ran for city council in 2011 and continued to hold public office for over a decade, winning election as mayor in 2021 and earning praise for his management of the small town of around 700.
"This is the guy that puts up the Christmas tree in the city square at Christmas time," Hoeme said. "This is the guy that puts all the Memorial Day flags on the light poles in town. He has really done everything for this community that he can."
Kobach announced the charges against Ceballos in November, the day after he was reelected mayor, upending the tight-knit community in Coldwater. He faced prison time for the initial felony charges, and DHS issued a news release vowing to deport him if convicted.
Residents told The Post those punishments did not square with their image of the mayor. Several people interviewed said they believed Ceballos should not have been punished for a mistake, and some felt Kobach was prosecuting the mayor to score political points.
Supporters of Ceballos packed the courtroom on Monday, Hoeme said, and lined up to embrace him after the hearing.
Hoeme said that Ceballos, who resigned as mayor after being charged, plans to complete an application for U.S. citizenship he began last year and would consider running again for mayor.
"He said he would love to serve, if the city would have him, and I'm certain they would," Hoeme said.
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National Security
Israel and Lebanon extend ceasefire for three weeks, Trump says
Secretary of State Marco Rubio is leading the ambassador-level negotiations, but it remains unclear whether the administration will push for a permanent resolution.

Mourners attend a mass funeral in Kfar Sir, Lebanon, on Tuesday for Hezbollah members and others killed before a truce with Israel went into effect. (Marko Djurica/Reuters)


By Karen DeYoung | 2026-04-23
The 10-day ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, due to expire Sunday, will be extended for three weeks, President Donald Trump said Thursday during the second round of peace talks at the White House.
The announcement of an extension, which had been requested by Lebanon, came as Trump and Vice President JD Vance joined participants of the talks in the Oval Office. Led by Secretary of State Marco Rubio and State Department Counselor Michael Needham, Israel and Lebanon were represented by their ambassadors to the U.S. The U.S. ambassadors to Lebanon and Israel also participated.
Israel and Lebanon had agreed to the extension of "an additional three weeks of, I guess no firing, ceasefire, no more firing. And we're going to be working with Lebanon to get things straightened out in that country. I really believe it's something we can do pretty easily," Trump told reporters admitted to the Oval Office where participants were seated on sofas.
Trump said he would invite Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Lebanese President Joseph Aoun to meet with him at the White House in the near future.
Expressing the same optimism that he has voiced of victory regarding the temporary ceasefire standoff with Tehran, he said, "I think it's the beginning of ... a wonderful thing, to get this worked out simultaneously with what we're doing in Iran."
The Israel-Lebanon ceasefire has been only tenuously observed, with reduced but continued attacks by Israel and Hezbollah.
Hezbollah has not officially recognized the pause in hostilities and on Thursday launched its first missile attack on northern Israel since the ceasefire went into effect April 16. The Israel Defense Forces said the missiles had been intercepted.
Israel has continued sporadic bombing attacks in what it says is "self defense" permitted under the ceasefire, and tens of thousands IDF troops occupying southern Lebanon have continued attacks against alleged militants and their infrastructure.
Each side has accused the other of violating the ceasefire.
The strikes, however, have laid bare the elephant in the room of the fragile peace talks. Israel is at war with Iran-backed Hezbollah, not Lebanon. And while face-to-face talks between the two neighboring countries for the first time in decades are historic, they owe their existence to the war between the United States and Iran, and their likelihood of success is at least in part linked to the separate -- and halting -- ceasefire negotiations between Washington and Tehran.
Hezbollah inserted itself into that conflict by declaring its allegiance to Tehran after the start of the U.S.-Israeli military campaign against Iran on Feb. 28, launching a massive rocket attack on northern Israel. Israel responded by sending troops into southern Lebanon, displacing the population and destroying homes, and launching air attacks on Beirut.
Lebanon this week put the death toll from Israeli attacks since early March at 2,454, with 7,658 people wounded, while Israel said 16 of its troops had been killed and 690 wounded.
The three-week extension "gives everybody time to continue to work on what's going to be a permanent peace between two countries," Rubio said. "What's standing in the way is ... a terrorist organization that operates within their national territory that needs to be eliminated."
Neither Trump nor participants revealed any other substance of their private discussions beyond the ceasefire extension.
More than 1.2 million Lebanese have been displaced by the fighting, most of them from the south. Many of them have returned during the ceasefire, despite Israeli warnings, to find their homes destroyed.

Displaced residents sit in traffic in Rmeileh on Friday along a highway leading back to their homes in southern Lebanon. (AFP/Getty Images)


Despite the ceasefire extension, there is little optimism that these low-level talks will bring an end to decades of hostility between Israel and Hezbollah. In addition to its military, Hezbollah is a powerful political force in Lebanon, where factionalism has frequently led to internal violence.
Experts who have followed the conflict through at least a half-dozen Israeli invasions and occupations of southern Lebanon over the years -- and the thousands of Hezbollah rockets rained on northern Israeli communities -- have described the talks as the first stage of an opportunity whose success depends largely on the Trump administration's attention span and commitment.
"The talks are important because they're happening, not because of any substance" so far, said a former U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to provide a candid assessment.
A ceasefire negotiated in 2024 by the Biden administration included extensive assistance to the Lebanese military and agreements by the Lebanese government that it ultimately was too hesitant and weak to enforce.
"They said they would clear southern Lebanon" of Hezbollah, said Fadi Nicholas Nassar, a fellow at the Middle East Institute in Washington. "That proved not to be true. Lebanon said they would demilitarize and outlaw Hezbollah military activities" in both the south, where a large Shiite population forms the group's base of support, and in Beirut, the capital. Neither of those things happened.
"The big worry in Lebanon is that if they confront Hezbollah, they will be left alone" to deal with the militants and with Israel, Nassar said. "What Washington can do in this moment is shift the calculus and empower those actors who are willing to confront Hezbollah ... and raise the cost for obstruction."

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends a ceremony marking Holocaust Remembrance Day at Yad Vashem, Israel's Holocaust memorial center, in Jerusalem on April 14. (Ilia Yefimovich/AFP/Getty Images)


The Biden deal, which included mentorship and backup on the ground by U.S. and European forces, quickly fell victim to violations by both Israel and Hezbollah, and the new Trump administration turned its attention elsewhere.
The administration "never expanded the mechanism as it was written," the former official said. "They had weak representation ... the important people in the U.S. weren't paying attention to Lebanon over the past year."
In the fall, the Trump administration allocated about $250 million to the Lebanese security forces, contingent upon verified measures to disarm Hezbollah and dismantle its military infrastructure in southern Lebanon. Those tasks may now become easier if Iranian aid to Hezbollah is curtailed and the Lebanese government can demonstrate both the willingness and sufficient force to undertake demobilization and disarming efforts.
Asked by reporters in the Oval Office if the help he intended to provide Lebanon would include direct military assistance, Trump demurred, saying; "We're just going to help them. They're great people. It can be a really good country again. ... And I think you have all the ingredients."
Even if it can take steps toward removing Hezbollah as a military force, however, the government's sovereignty is deeply compromised by Israel's occupation. With Israeli troops now controlling a large swath of southern Lebanon as a "buffer zone," Israel has shown little inclination to leave. Some members of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government have called for annexation of the territory.
Late last month, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich said Israel should establish a new northern border along the Litani River, about 25 miles inside Lebanon. "The current war in Lebanon must end with a radical change, beyond the vanquishing of the terror group Hezbollah," Smotrich said.
"The Litani must be our new border with the state of Lebanon, just like the 'Yellow Line'" that delineates the half of Gaza still occupied by Israel, he said in an address to his Religious Zionism Party, a key component of Netanyahu's coalition government. Trump's Gaza peace plan calls for Israel's eventual withdrawal from all of the territory once Hamas militants are disarmed -- a process that has not begun six months after a ceasefire was signed there.
Earlier this month, 18 Israeli lawmakers, including members of Netanyahu's Likud party and Religious Zionism, wrote to members of his cabinet demanding that they "move toward a fundamental change in Lebanon, including the full occupation until the Litani River ... and the complete evacuation of the population."
In a speech Wednesday at Israel's Memorial Day ceremony for fallen soldiers, Foreign Minister Gideon Saar called Lebanon a "failed state ... that is de facto under Iranian occupation through Hezbollah." Israel, he said, was willing to work with the Lebanese government against their common enemy.
"We don't have any serious disagreements with Lebanon," Saar said. "There are few minor border disputes that can be solved."
"What matters now is not just words, it's the attention," and substantive outside support for the Lebanese government and its military as it attempts to disarm Hezbollah, the Middle East Institute's Nassar said. "But it takes time to get those steps right. Keeping Washington ... focused is the only way out."
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Africa
On Africa trip, the 'quiet pope' adopts a confident global voice
Pope Leo XIV shed his previous image as he denounced war in the Middle East and responded assertively to criticism by President Donald Trump.

Pope Leo XIV, with the archbishop of Bamenda, Cameroon, Andrew Nkea Fuanya, left, frees a white dove at the end of a meeting for peace this month during his tour through Africa. (Andrew Medichini/AP)


By Anthony Faiola, Rachel Chason | 2026-04-24
ROME -- Pope Leo XIV returned to the Vatican from a 11-day trip to Africa on Thursday with his papacy seemingly transformed -- a pontiff known during his first year for being tempered and at times careful to a fault suddenly demonstrating an ability to roar.
Viewed as more reserved and circumspect than his predecessor, Pope Francis, who died a year ago this week, the Chicago-born leader of 1.4 billion Catholics has shown that while he was not interested in escalating the fight President Donald Trump picked with him, he also will not shrink from confronting global leaders, be they in the White House or in the troubled African nations he just visited.
His Africa trip -- to Algeria, Cameroon, Angola and Equatorial Guinea -- coupled with his mounting vocal activism against the war in Iran -- has been interpreted by Vatican watchers as a pivotal turning point. Speaking as bluntly and forcefully as Francis ever did -- perhaps more so -- Leo chastised the industry of war, political tyranny and corruption, neocolonialism, inequality and the destructive extraction of natural resources.
Leo has spoken stridently before, and overall, there has been no change in the substance of his views, particularly his message of peace. But some Vatican officials acknowledged he is being more explicit, even as they portray his sharper messages as more a response to current events and a reflection of renewed media focus than a purposeful shift.
"The perceived change in tone is due to the escalation of events -- the bombings in Iran, the African trip, the head-on clash -- which have forced [his] words to become more explicit," said the Rev. Antonio Spadaro, undersecretary of the Vatican's Dicastery for Culture and Education. "But the vision was already right there, right beneath the surface."

Leo at the airport in Yaounde, Cameroon, on Saturday. (Luc Gnago/Reuters)


In Africa, the "quiet pope" delivered some of the loudest speeches of his papacy -- taking aim while in Cameroon at a "handful of tyrants" and "masters of war" who have "ravaged" the world and "pretend not to know that it takes only a moment to destroy, yet a lifetime is often not enough to rebuild."
The lines were initially interpreted by some as a reference to Trump -- who targeted the pope days earlier with invective on social media. Leo later said the speech was written before Trump's missive and not directed at the U.S. leader. He also sought to downplay the tiff, saying it was "not in my interest" to debate the president. His response suggested a certain level of unease when his strongly spoken words lead to escalation.
But the morning of his departure for Africa, Leo displayed a steely side that seemed new to the public. In terms rare for any sitting pope, Leo responded directly to Trump's attack by saying he had "no fear" of the U.S. administration and would continue to criticize those who "abuse" the Gospel.
On his flight home Thursday, Leo reiterated his opposition to the Iran war: "We must promote a new attitude and a culture of peace."
Yet he also signaled that he remained a pope interested in promoting unity in a divided church. On one hot-button issue, short blessings for individuals in same-sex couples as approved by Francis, he said he would go no further, to avoid more "disunity." But he also echoed Francis's tilt away from a focus on the bedroom.
"We tend to think that when the Church is talking about morality, that the only issue of morality is sexual," he said. "And in reality, I believe there are much greater, more important issues."
The bold language about "tyrants" in Cameroon stirred reactions there and beyond, especially from those who saw in Leo a formidable moral voice increasingly willing to speak truth to power in a violent, chaotic world.
"The beautiful thing is that when he came with that courage of being able to face Trump, he could face a cross-section of Cameroonians ... the president, the ambassadors and all the administrators and politicians and lawmakers in this country ... and his message did not mince words," said George Nkuo, the Catholic Bishop in Kumbo, a regional capital in Cameroon. "It was very clear what a country should look like, who should rule, and how they should rule."

Women celebrate as Leo arrives in Luanda, Angola, on Saturday. (Carmen Yasmine Abd Ali/For The Washington Post)


In Angola, a southern African country with immense oil wealth but also deep poverty and a history of corruption, Leo spoke of "despots" who prefer "a populace prone to inertia, docile and subservient to power."
Speaking at the presidential palace with Angolan President Joao Lourenco and civil society members in attendance, Leo took aim at extractive industries, lamenting "how much suffering, how many deaths, how many social and environmental disasters are brought about by this logic of extractivism."
He also addressed Angola's leaders specifically, urging them to "place the common good before particular interests, never confusing your own part with the whole."
Inacio Kahamba, an Angolan priest, called it rare for his countrymen to witness anyone, much less an outsider, speak that way to officials.
"Pope Leo was not scared -- he knows that we are suffering, and he said it," Kahamba said.
Leo, he added, "was not scared of Trump. So we knew he would not be scared of people here. He started with the big guy."
The pope mixed his increasingly assertive moral voice with moments of extreme empathy, as when he spoke to prisoners in Equatorial Guinea in a driving rain, declaring that "no one is excluded from God's love."

A traditional performance for Leo during a meeting with young people and families in Equatorial Guinea on Wednesday. (Andrew Medichini/AP)


As he shapes what some are already calling a "pontificate of peace," Leo, some say, is finding his voice.
"I think unquestionably [Leo's papacy] has grown" in recent weeks, said Austen Ivereigh, a Vatican watcher and biographer of Pope Francis. "I think Leo remains the quiet American, but he is also the lion pope who has found his roar."
Vatican officials say Leo's unwavering stance on peace and depictions of a nonviolent God are notions he has consistently repeated since the beginning of his papacy. What's different now, they contend, is that the Mideast war and the longest trip of his papacy have led him to repeat those messages more and, perhaps more importantly, shined a renewed media spotlight on the pope that is amplifying his message, especially after Trump's verbal attack.
Andrea Tornielli, editorial director of the media of the Holy See, said Leo "has not changed."
"If one revisits the speeches from his first year as pope, it becomes clear that Leo has always been strong in substance," Tornielli said. He added, "Certainly, President Trump's messages and [Leo's] measured responses have drawn media attention. But this strength in the Pope's words was there even before; perhaps the media did not always notice it."
Spadaro, however, cited three inflection points that seemed to capture the evolution of Leo's papacy: his anti-war message on Easter Sunday; his April 7 decision to condemn directly Trump's threat against Iranian "civilization" in which the pope also appeared to urge Americans to contact their lawmakers and call for an end to the war; and the Cameroon speech on "tyrants."
Leo's "dilemma lies between diplomacy and prophecy, and it's the same as Francis, who at a certain point surrendered to the idea that he was the last moral voice of global value standing," Spadaro said. "I believe Leo feels the same and is finding his bearings."

Leo in Equatorial Guinea on Wednesday. (Misper Apawu/AP)


Trump's decision to target Leo, calling him "WEAK on crime" and "terrible" for foreign policy, has appeared to backfire in key ways, including amplifying Leo's message and stature through redoubled media coverage of the pope while also riling an important Republican constituency at home -- conservative American Catholics.
John Yep, president of the ultraconservative U.S.-based group Catholic for Catholics that actively supports the Trump administration, said the pope should offer "more clarity" on his statements that God does not back war of any kind. But Yep also described some of Trump's recent statements on war and the pope as "horrible" and "vulgar" and said it would be wrong to assume that conservative Catholic voters would back the administration no matter what.
"That's a mistake that any politician can make ... to assume that we are in their camp, whatever happens. We're not. We are loyal to Christ first," he said.
Yep added, "Pope Leo definitely made his voice louder and stronger, and the reason is obvious, because there was a major war ... which to this day threatens to spill over into neighboring countries. ... So for President Trump to try to, or even Vice President JD Vance to try and push the Holy Father back into his corner, so to speak, we as a Catholic organization find that to be definitely wrong."
The Trump-Leo spat became an unexpected frame for Leo's Africa trip. Over the course of the journey, there was an outpouring of love for one American -- Pope Leo -- and rising animosity toward another -- Trump.
"President Trump is unstable and volatile, and maybe he does not pay much attention to other people around the world," said Olivera Joao-Luis, 72, as he left an early-morning Mass on Wednesday. "That is why we are facing this chaos."
He said that Leo, meanwhile, had made his positions clear and been a forceful advocate for the Church.
"He might be more introverted than Francis," he said. "But each pope has their own style."
Maria de Rosario, 50, said she was proud of how the pope defended himself against Trump.
"He did so well by acting that way, by not backing down," she said of Leo. Trump, she added, "needs to ask for forgiveness."
"You should not criticize a person that God chose," she said as she left Mass, before turning to a visiting journalist with a request. "As an American," she suggested to a reporter, "maybe you can pray that Trump changes his character."
Chason reported from Luanda, Angola. Rael Ombuor in Nairobi and Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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Europe
Trump ally asked FIFA to have Italy replace Iran at World Cup
Italian officials expressed no interest in a substitution that would give Italy's national team a charitable berth after failing to qualify for the tournament. 

Paolo Zampolli, the U.S. special envoy for global partnerships. (Oliver Bunic/AFP/Getty Images)


By Anthony Faiola, Rick Maese | 2026-04-23
ROME -- Paolo Zampolli, a longtime friend of President Donald Trump who is now serving as U.S. special envoy for global partnerships, has suggested that Italy replace Iran in this year's World Cup, the quadrennial soccer tournament, which will be held starting in June in the United States, Mexico and Canada.
But Italy, whose team -- to great national consternation -- failed this year to qualify for the third consecutive time, seems to have no interest in a substitute, charitable berth.
Zampolli, in an interview with The Washington Post on Thursday, confirmed he had "recently" planted that idea with FIFA President Gianni Infantino, arguing that it would be "good for everybody" if Italy took Iran's place. Zampolli said he also passed on the suggestion to Trump, who has said Iranian players are "welcome" while also calling Iran's participation not "appropriate."
Zampolli, who was born in Italy, cited the late addition of Denmark to the 1992 European Football Championship to replace the former Yugoslavia, which was disqualified after the outbreak of war.
"Football is a game of two halves, and as we all know, it is not over until the final whistle," he said. "History has shown -- from Denmark in '92 -- that sometimes the call comes late. Italy, it seems, may yet be called back onto the pitch."
The Financial Times first reported Zampolli's overtures with FIFA, the governing body of international soccer, and Trump.
One person familiar with the overtures who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive conversations said the outreach appeared to be aimed less at Italy's politicians and more at currying favor with the Italian people -- who have traditionally been seen as more pro-American than many Europeans, but more recently have soured on Washington, especially during the unpopular Iran war.
Italy, which has won the World Cup championship four times in its history, failed to qualify this year after a loss to the lowly team from Bosnia.
Some have spun Zampolli's pitch as a chance to give the famed Azzurri a second chance -- while also repairing the damaged relationship between Trump and his erstwhile ally, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni.
But as news of the proposal spread like wildfire in Italy, Italian officials on Thursday appeared to not only discount the chance but to take offense merely from its suggestion.
"First, it's not possible. Second, it's not appropriate. I don't know what comes first," declared Meloni's Sports Minister Andrea Abodi. "Qualifications are to be achieved on the pitch."
Luciano Bonfiglio, president of the Italian National Olympic Committee, told reporters that "first of all, I don't think it's possible, and secondly, I'd feel offended. One needs to deserve going to the World Cup."
Finance Minister Giancarlo Giorgetti said: "Today I read that Trump's envoy wants to get Italy back into the World Cup. I find that shameful. I would be ashamed."
The Iranian Embassy in Rome also took quick umbrage, posting on X: "Football belongs to the people, not to politicians. Italy achieved greatness on the pitch, not through political gain. The attempt to exclude Iran from the World Cup only demonstrates the 'moral bankruptcy' of the United States, which fears even the presence of eleven young Iranians on the pitch."
A spokesperson for the Iran national team did not respond to a request for comment.
Zampolli has made a similar push before. Ahead of the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, he urged FIFA to remove Iran from the field and replace it with Italy, though the effort gained little traction and Iran ultimately competed in the tournament.

President Donald Trump meets with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni in April 2025. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Meloni was once seen as Europe's Trump whisperer. But her opposition to the Iran war, and her criticism of Trump's attacks on Pope Leo XIV, recently thrust a major wedge between Rome and Washington.
The extent of the divisions became obvious earlier this month when Trump blasted Meloni in an interview with the Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera, calling her "unacceptable" and saying "she's much different than I thought."
Zampolli declined to comment on whether the effort was meant to mend diplomatic fences.
A FIFA spokesperson declined to comment on Thursday. Speaking last week at an economic forum in Washington, Infantino seemed to make clear that Iran's spot in the tournament is safe.
"The Iranian team is coming, for sure," he said. "We hope that by then the situation will be a peaceful [one]. That would definitely help. But Iran has to come if they are to represent their people. They have qualified, and they're actually quite a good team as well. They really want to play, and they should play. Sports should be outside of politics."
Trump has sent mixed signals about Iran's participation, saying last month that the team would be "welcome" in the United States while also suggesting its players should not attend "for their own life and safety."
Writing on Truth Social last month, Trump added: "I really don't believe it is appropriate that they be there."
Last month, the New York Times reported that Zampolli had asked ICE last year to detain the mother of his child, who was later deported to her home country, Brazil. Zampolli has denied any wrongdoing.
Given the ongoing military action, Iran's presence at the 2026 World Cup promises to be among the tournament's most closely watched storylines. Travel restrictions are expected to prevent most Iranian fans from entering the United States, though U.S. officials have said players and team staff will be granted entry.
Following Trump's Truth Social post, Iran's national team pushed back in a statement, saying no individual country has the authority to exclude a qualified team, while also questioning if the United States could adequately provide the necessary security for participating teams.
The 2026 men's World Cup is scheduled to be played from June 11 to July 19,  and it is the first tournament to be shared by three countries. The U.S. has taken a lead role, hosting the majority of matches, including the final.

Trump is presented with FIFA's new peace prize by FIFA President Gianni Infantino on Dec. 5. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Trump has repeatedly inserted himself into what is typically the domain of FIFA and local organizing bodies, at times blurring the lines between sport and politics. Trump helped orchestrate the relocation of the World Cup draw to Washington, where it was staged at the Kennedy Center. The event doubled as a political showcase.
During the ceremony, Infantino presented Trump with a newly created peace prize, -- an apparent consolation for Trump not winning the Nobel Peace Prize. The manufactured award drew criticism from international observers and governance watchdogs groups. Trump has also threatened to strip matches from American host cities that he views as "unsafe," often naming those led by Democratic officials.
In remarks from the Oval Office last year, Trump said he would call Infantino to move games if he believed conditions warranted it.
Iran secured its place in the 48-team field in March 2025 during Asian qualifying, marking its seventh World Cup appearance.
A spokesperson for the Asian Football Confederation did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday. Iran is scheduled to open group-stage play on June 15 in Inglewood, California, against New Zealand, before facing Belgium on June 21 and Egypt on June 26.
Although FIFA retains full authority over match locations, it has been reluctant to publicly rebuke Trump, treading carefully as the tournament draws closer.
Maese reported from Washington. Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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Middle East
Lebanon looks to Trump for 'leverage over Israel' with ceasefire set to expire
As talks resume, Prime Minister Nawaf Salam told The Post any deal requires a "full withdrawal" of Israeli forces after Israel seized a "buffer zone" in Lebanon.

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam at the European Council building in Luxembourg on Tuesday. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


By Ellen Francis | 2026-04-23
PARIS -- Heading into a second round of rare direct talks with Israel, Lebanon is urging the Trump administration to pressure Israel to scale back its demands and end its military invasion of the country, Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam said in an interview with The Washington Post.
Days after the Israeli army published a map showing off the strip of southern Lebanon it says it seized as a buffer zone against Hezbollah attacks -- Salam said Lebanon could not sign any agreement that does not include a "full withdrawal" of Israeli forces.
"We cannot live with a so-called buffer zone," he said, "an Israeli presence where Lebanese displaced people are not allowed to return, where destroyed villages and towns cannot be rebuilt."
In Paris, the prime minister called for extending a shaky ceasefire brokered by the United States that expires at the end of this week, following the example of President Donald Trump, who has extended the ceasefire between the United States and Iran.
So far, efforts to hold a second round of U.S.-Iran peace talks have failed. Lebanese and Israeli diplomats, however, are due to hold their second bargaining session· on Thursday in Washington. It is the first time in decades that Lebanese and Israeli officials are bargaining directly in a U.S. bid toward potentially normalizing relations, which Hezbollah has long rejected.
Israel has said the ceasefire, which includes provisions in its favor, will not stop its military operations to devastate Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed militant group in Lebanon.
Beirut, meanwhile, wants to prolong the 10-day ceasefire, eventually secure an Israeli military withdrawal and allow more than a million displaced people to return home. Some have already ventured back to the south, but Israel has warned residents not to cross into the Lebanese villages it now controls.

A Hezbollah flag and a portrait of the militant group's late leader Hasan Nasrallah fly from a displaced family's car as they return to their village following the ceasefire announcement last week. (Mohammed Zaatari/AP)


The 72-year-old prime minister, who is a former president of the International Court of Justice in The Hague, said the U.S. role as a mediator is crucial.
"We are entering these negotiations convened by the U.S. convinced that the U.S. is the party that can have leverage over Israel," Salam said Wednesday. "Their role was critical in reaching the ceasefire, and we hope they will continue exercising their leverage over Israel."
In recent days, however, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his forces created a "buffer zone" about 10 kilometers deep into Lebanon, giving no indication that Israel would be willing to step back from hard-line demands to occupy swaths of the country's south.
The declarations illustrate that the efforts to end the war -- let alone achieve an elusive, controversial peace deal -- face long odds, even as Trump seems eager to proclaim he has resolved the deep-rooted conflict.
Lebanon emerged as a sticking point in negotiations between the U.S. and Iran, after an Israeli barrage pounded Beirut, the capital, this month, killing more than 300 people in a day. The Trump administration intervened to broker the Lebanon ceasefire, seeking to advance the negotiations with Iran.

Hezbollah supporters protest Lebanese authorities' decision to engage in direct negotiations with Israel in downtown Beirut this month. (Ibrahim Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


Since then, Trump posted on Truth Social that Israel was "prohibited" from bombing Lebanon and that the U.S. would work with Beirut to "deal with" Hezbollah "in an appropriate manner."
Yet Washington has not articulated a firm position against this Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and the country's fate probably will also depend on the result of talks over the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran. Trump has extended the truce with Iran indefinitely, though its future is uncertain as a standoff persists over the Strait of Hormuz.
Asked whether the U.S. appears understanding of his government's stance, Salam said that talks were "really at the very beginning."
"I don't know what we can achieve through negotiation, but I know what we want," Salam said Wednesday after meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron. "Whether it's an avenue we should pursue? My answer is indeed yes. Because we don't want to leave any stone unturned to reach our objectives."
Ahead of the talks, Israeli strikes killed several people in southern Lebanon, including a journalist, rescuers said Wednesday, in an attack the government condemned as a "blatant violation of international law."
While Beirut hopes Washington will exert pressure on Netanyahu, it's unclear how long Trump is willing to stay the course. The Lebanese government, meanwhile, is engaging in talks mediated by Israel's biggest ally with little backup or leverage.
Israel has ignored European warnings against another occupation and has sidelined France, historically a key mediator in Lebanon.
Israel maintains that its forces pushed into southern Lebanon, where Hezbollah is dug in, to eliminate the militant group, which continues to fire rockets and drones at northern Israel. The Lebanese government's position is that the invasion violates the country's sovereignty and that it is up to the Lebanese army, not Israel, to disarm Hezbollah.
Lebanese officials insist they cannot accomplish that mission while under attack by Israel. Israel insists that the Lebanese military does not have the capability to disarm Hezbollah.
"We are remaining in Lebanon in a reinforced security buffer zone," Netanyahu said last week. "That's where we are, and we are not leaving." The Israeli military's map highlights a belt of territory it has seized along the border, showing dozens of villages under its control.
Some analysts say repeated Israeli incursions into southern Lebanon, including an occupation from 1982 to 2000, have provided fertile ground for Hezbollah, which was founded after the 1982 invasion and grew into Tehran's most important and powerful regional proxy.
The rise of Hezbollah, including attacks against Western nations such as the 1983 bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, was also central to the collapse of previous efforts to achieve a peace deal between Lebanon and Israel.
Hezbollah, down but not out, is still pledging to fight back and has denounced the direct negotiations.
In the interview, the Lebanese prime minister said the "only way" to disarm Hezbollah -- a main demand of Israel and Western nations -- is to strengthen the Lebanese army. Salam has maintained that Lebanon did not seek out this war, which began after Hezbollah attacked Israel last month to avenge the U.S.-Israeli killing of Iran's supreme leader.
Faced with Israeli criticism that his government hasn't done enough to disarm Hezbollah, Salam said it made "bold decisions" and showed progress by confiscating weapons and outlawing Hezbollah military operations. He said a state monopoly over arms is a "Lebanese interest," regardless of Israeli demands, because "it's high time to recognize that a state cannot have two armies."
"Disarmament is a process; it's not something that's going to happen overnight. But what's more important is that we have shown seriousness," he added. He said the government would not be "intimidated" by Hezbollah.
Lebanon is appealing to partners including Washington and Paris to help expand and reinforce its cash-strapped military with equipment and training, Salam said, as well as to provide funds for an "unprecedented humanitarian tragedy" and for huge reconstruction needs.
Salam, who has also served as ambassador to the United Nations, took office last year in what was seen as a blow to Hezbollah's influence over Lebanese politics.
After Israel weakened Hezbollah with pager attacks and a 2024 war, the new Lebanese government, which was backed  by the U.S., pledged to disarm the militants and reform the financially distressed state. But despite U.S. pressure to force Hezbollah's hand, Lebanese officials are also wary of sectarian strife, a threat that Hezbollah has wielded as it refuses to lay down arms.
Lebanon maintains delicate power-sharing between factions that fought a bloody 15-year civil war until 1990.
Countries including the U.S. and France long backed the Lebanese army as a potential counterweight to Iranian sway, but the Western support is dwarfed by U.S. military aid to Israel and Tehran's backing of Hezbollah.
Now, Salam's government is treading a fine line, contending with Israeli and U.S. proclamations of a possible peace deal, at a time when Israeli forces are leveling homes in the south and the Lebanese are still burying their dead, with over 2,290 people killed in Lebanon since early March. The attacks have forced an estimated 20 percent of the population to flee, according to U.N. officials.
With his Western interlocutors, Salam is receptive to negotiations and at times parses his words. With the Lebanese at home, he is navigating tense divisions in a country where many are increasingly critical of Hezbollah for undermining the state, while others accuse the state of failing to protect them.
Israel's military advance and its warnings that Lebanese will not be allowed to return to the south have raised fears of a long occupation seeking to reshape not only the border region, but also its demographics. The Shiite community, from which Hezbollah draws its core base, is bearing the brunt of Israel's attacks.
Israeli officials previously indicated intentions to clear up to 10 percent of Lebanon of its residents, as some in Netanyahu's government advocated for annexing the land.
Responding to domestic criticism about engaging directly with Israel while Lebanon is under fire, Salam said the diplomacy is not "a concession to anyone."

Salam with French President Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee Palace in Paris on Tuesday. (Ludovic Marin/Pool/Reuters)


Salam held a flurry of meetings with European officials this week to shore up support, including talks in Paris with Macron. Israel, however, has sought to keep France out as tensions rise over Macron's rebuke of Israel's war in Gaza and "territorial ambitions" in Lebanon.
Salam said France would have a big role in bolstering the army and rallying aid for devastated villages. Lebanon, he said, needs to "mobilize all our friends."
Suzan Haidamous in Beirut contributed to this report.
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Media
Pentagon fires ombudsman overseeing military newspaper after calling it 'woke'
Stars and Stripes ombudsman Jacqueline Smith said the Defense Department dismissed her without giving a reason, according to an email reviewed by The Post. 

A GI reads a recent edition of The Stars & Stripes in Frankfurt, West Germany, April 24, 1967. (AP)


By Liam Scott, Scott Nover | 2026-04-23
Three months after the Pentagon decried the U.S. military newspaper Stars and Stripes as "woke" and announced it would be overhauled, Defense Department official Sean Parnell fired the publication's ombudsman, a role charged by Congress with safeguarding the paper's editorial independence.
In a Thursday message to Stars and Stripes staff reviewed by The Washington Post, the paper's ombudsman said the Defense Department fired her without giving a reason.
However, Jacqueline Smith said she believed she was fired for speaking out against the decision to overhaul Stars and Stripes, announced by Parnell in January, a decision she said threatened the storied paper's long-held independence. Parnell is also the chief Pentagon spokesman.
"I knew it was risky to speak out, but my responsibility to Stripes and the First Amendment was paramount," Smith wrote in the message to staff.
Stars and Stripes staffers are Defense Department employees but have for decades operated without Pentagon interference in editorial decisions. In March, a department memo outlining a "modernization" drive for the publication included a requirement that all content be consistent with "good order and discipline," a phrase used in military justice.
The Defense Department confirmed to The Washington Post that Smith has been "relieved of her duties as Stars and Stripes ombudsman effective immediately" but did not respond to questions about the reason for her removal.
Smith learned Tuesday from the newspaper's publisher, Max D. Lederer Jr., that she had been taken off the department's payroll, she told The Post. She said Lederer told her he had received notice from Parnell about the decision.
Smith has been vocally critical of the Pentagon's recent interventions at the military newspaper, including in her columns.
"I've been outspoken about my concern with increasing restrictions on the press by the Pentagon and, in particular, very concerned about the editorial independence of Stars and Stripes," Smith said. "All of this speaking out made me vulnerable."
"It's a way to quiet the criticism," she added.
Lederer sent an email to staff on Thursday about the news and included the message from Smith to her former colleagues.
"The Ombudsman role is unique in that it remains independent of Stripes governance, as directed by Congress to provide vital oversight of both our journalism and the Department of War's regulatory management," Lederer wrote. The Department of War is the Trump administration's preferred name for the Defense Department.
Lederer called Smith "exceptionally diligent and thoughtful" and praised her "openness and directness" in the role.
Parnell, who is also the assistant to the secretary of defense for public affairs, will conduct a search for Smith's replacement and choose her successor, Lederer wrote in his email.
In addition to stating that Stars and Stripes content must be consistent with "good order and discipline," Deputy Defense Secretary Stephen A. Feinberg's March memo about an overhaul of the publication said it "must modernize to remain relevant and viable" in the digital age. The memo outlined an "interim policy" governing the newspaper that restricted the use of wire services.
Smith took issue with that memo, telling The Post at the time that it "threatens Stars and Stripes' continued editorial independence, and it does so at the detriment of the troops, who rely on the newspaper for complete coverage and continued accurate coverage that is not propaganda."
Stars and Stripes staffers, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of fears of retribution, said the ombudsman's firing was troubling and continued a recent pattern of disruptions at the newspaper.
"Jacqueline did a lot to support our work and our mission," one staffer said, describing the firing as "concerning."
Another staffer said nothing at the newspaper surprises them anymore. "I'm numb to the Stars and Stripes process. Whatever happens will happen," they said.
Clayton Weimers, executive director of the U.S. branch of Reporters Without Borders, said the ombudsman's firing highlighted the Pentagon's efforts to control the paper.
"It's already clear that Pete Hegseth wants to turn Stars and Stripes into his own propaganda machine, and getting the ombudsman out of the way is a clear shot across the bow of Stars and Stripes' independence," Weimers said.
The Pentagon has placed increasing restrictions on the press during President Donald Trump's second term. Tensions boiled over in October when hundreds of Pentagon reporters turned in their press credentials rather than sign a new department policy that prohibited them from soliciting information that the government didn't authorize for release, including unclassified information.
The New York Times sued over the policy, and a federal judge ruled that it violated the publication's free speech and due process rights. The Pentagon is appealing the decision.
Because its staffers are government employees, Stars and Stripes was exempted from that policy.
Smith described what she sees as her own paper's conflict with the Pentagon in an exit column published late Thursday, titled "The Pentagon is trying to silence me."
In the column, she lambasted the Pentagon's interventions and called for Congress to codify the publication's independence.
"This newspaper has a long history of commitment to the military community and to journalistic values," she wrote. "Please don't let it be controlled by Pentagon brass."
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Business
Why these states have the lowest gas prices
Surging gas prices during the war with Iran are hitting some states harder than others, based on location, taxes and even the ingredients used at refineries.

The cost of driving depends on where you live. (Johannes Eisele/AFP/Getty Images)


By Julie Z. Weil | 2026-04-23
If you were to take a cross-country road trip today, the price you'd pay for a gallon of regular unleaded gas would range from $3.38 in Oklahoma to $5.82 in California.
Gas prices have always differed sharply across state lines, which means the surging prices this spring -- associated with the war in Iran -- are hitting people harder in some states than others.
The differences arise from many factors: where the gas comes from, how it gets from the refinery to the pump, how much states tax it, and even the ingredients in the gas. The gas that you buy in one state is different from the gas you might buy in another, and it has traveled a different journey to make it to the fuel pump.
Here's a look at which states have the highest and lowest gas prices, and why prices vary so much.
Prices change day to day. While some states tend to have lower and higher prices, the exact price can vary quite a bit.
To show the prices on just one day, here are the averages in each state on Wednesday, as reported by AAA.
And here are the states with the lowest and highest average prices for all of 2024, the most recent year with data available from the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
The relatively low prices in the Gulf Coast and Southeast have a lot to do with proximity to the refineries that convert crude oil into gasoline. The Gulf Coast has the most productive refineries in the country, meaning that gas sold in the region has to travel the shortest distance and tends to come in at the lowest average price. The U.S. also has refineries in New Jersey, Oklahoma, the Chicago area, California and elsewhere.
From the refinery, gas travels -- usually by pipeline, sometimes by barge -- to storage and to blending terminals, eventually making its way to your gas station by truck.
"The farther you are away from the refining center, the farther you are from the pipeline, the more expensive it is to get fuel and truck it someplace," said Scott Berhang, who leads the fuel wholesalers marketing group Sigma.
On the East and West Coasts, domestically refined gasoline is supplemented by imports of finished gasoline, as well as its components.
Major pipelines don't cross the Rocky Mountains, and ships don't deliver gas to inland states, so the Rocky Mountain region tends to have higher prices, because its options for getting gas are more limited.
The regionalized distribution chain means that events can disrupt prices in one place but not another -- a hurricane or a manufacturing issue that shuts down part of one refinery might cause a price spike in just one region.
But national and international events, like the war in Iran, also influence the price that markets set for fuel.
"You can be in a situation where gasoline prices are skyrocketing, but there's no supply issues whatsoever. It's a function of the markets," Berhang said. That, he said, is happening now. "At some point, [the war] could translate into supply shortages. That could happen. But we're not really there yet. I talk to my members all over the U.S. They're not seeing any supply issues. There's no problem getting fuel. Everything is normal."
All states add a tax to the price of gas to pay for road maintenance. When the tax is significantly higher or lower in adjacent states, it can account for a big jump in fuel prices as soon as a driver crosses a state line.
California's tax is the highest, at nearly 71 cents per gallon, followed by Illinois at 66 cents and Washington at 59 cents. Alaska's is the lowest, below 9 cents. The D.C. area is in the middle of the pack: 35 cents in the District, 41 cents in Virginia and 46 cents in Maryland.
Some cities also add a local fuel tax.
Other policies can affect the cost of gas in a state. California, Washington and Oregon have environmental policies meant to discourage carbon-intensive activities like driving gas-guzzling vehicles. Estimates of how much these complex programs affect fuel prices vary. California's cap-and-trade system might add the most, about 23 cents per gallon.
Gas isn't just one formula anywhere you go.
Federal law requires that certain regions, during the summer months, use only a special formulation that causes less air pollution. The rule has been a massive success in recent decades, greatly improving the quality of the air that tens of millions of Americans breathe. The special gas, which generally costs more, is required along much of the Eastern Seaboard, from New Hampshire to Virginia, as well as several other areas around the country.
The Environmental Protection Agency suspended some of those rules in March in response to the surge in fuel prices associated with the Iran war.
Some states set their own requirements for the composition of gas to reduce pollution.
On top of high taxes and unusually vigorous climate change laws, California also has a unique formulation requirement for gas that few refineries produce. That, too, leads to more volatility in California's gas prices.
Robert Kleinberg, a researcher at the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University, said more expensive gas is, in part, a payment for better air quality.
"People don't use the word 'smog' much anymore, but my gosh, you couldn't see the mountains from Pasadena, which is not that far away. And it was just painful to breathe," he said about the decades before reformulated gas requirements. "California really had to do something about that."
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: Their dog bit their grandkid, but they still think a ban is unfair
Parents' dog hasn't been allowed on visits for years due to aggression, but whole family is pushing letter writer to ease up.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2026-04-24
Hi Carolyn: My parents own a large, aggressive dog with an extensive bite history. Including biting my kid, the only grandchild, unprovoked. The dog is so aggressive that he cannot be boarded and needs heavy sedation for normal vet visits. My parents have been told in no uncertain terms that their dog is not welcome to our city due to the bite history.
Seems straightforward except now, after years of the dog ban, my folks think it is unfair that they cannot visit with the dog. My siblings are telling me I'm being unfair to my folks, but they have chosen the dog over me and my family. Any words of wisdom to tide me over when the next round of "You are being unfair" is lobbed my way? I know I am doing the right thing, but it is wearing on me.
-- Dog vs. Kid
Dog vs. Kid: "Extensive bite history"! Your parents are a menace and have no business owning this or any dog. Animal.
I am sorry you have to absorb the full weight among your siblings of your parents' irresponsibility. I'd say it's because you're the only one with a child, but that would be insane, so I won't. In no rational universe would people need to be parents themselves to understand that dog owners are out of line even to try to force the victim's family to welcome a "large, aggressive" biter back into their home. What the ever-loving what.
And what responsible handlers of a dog that has bitten their own grandchild -- along with a small army of other victims, apparently (are you messing with me now?) -- presumes to wah wah wah about not being able to bring the biter back around the child victim again.
Now, a moment of balance, such as it is: I wouldn't call any of this having "chosen the dog over me and my family." That's just hyperbole, as long as they limit their acting out to these ridiculous claims of unfairness. (Let me know when they scratch your family from Thanksgiving and set a place for the dog.)
The problem isn't even the dog, per se. It's that your parents specifically, and the family in general, have a grasp of priorities and boundaries that verges on hallucinatory. That holds even if you are in fact messing with me on how trippy your parents and their dog and your siblings are.
I don't mean to single you out as a potential truth-stretcher, by the way; I could say a version of this in every column, certainly about all the too-bad-to-be-true letters, and redundancy is the only reason I don't bother. It's kind of understood that I have to take writers at their word and answer them accordingly. But let's say, to help us feel better about this universe, there's no actual dog out there extensively biting people because its owners are entitled both up and out the wazoo, and your kid merely hates the way your parents' dog ... I don't know, cheats at poker.
You still get to say no to the beast in your house. And it's still none of your siblings' damn business.
That's my point and advice: It's good that you know you're doing the right thing. More important, though, is that it's your decision to make. Just make sure you also ignore, duck or gray-rock whatever is "lobbed my way," because you don't have to explain yourself to them. Which is good because it never works anyway.
You requested wisdom, and I'm afraid all I gave you is arm-flapping incredulity. I apologize for that. But if arm-flapping incredulity offers relief from the wear and tear of a family with what appears to be an exhausting certainty about what you're supposed to be doing for them, then, well, I'm glad I could give you that.
Good job protecting your kid. If you ever want on-call emotional backup, then a few sessions getting established with a therapist, who can then be available to you as your family storms the ramparts, might come to feel like money very well spent.
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Advice
Miss Manners: It's so rude when people comment on my husband's baldness
How to respond when people are rude about the letter writer's husband being bald.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-04-24
Dear Miss Manners: I know that I should never invite guests to a party and require them to contribute food or money. But how does that work with political fundraising parties?
If my husband runs for office, how can we spread the word without making people (and in particular, our friends) feel that they have to pay?
By not inviting them.
What Miss Manners objects to in party invitations is the deception. If you are inviting people to a party, you should not expect them to contribute. But if you are inviting them to a fundraiser, you are expecting them to contribute -- it is right there in the title.
So if you do not want your friends to think that they have to pay at the thing you are inviting them to, where everyone is expected to pay, then you should not invite them in the first place. Because they will definitely feel that they have to pay.
Dear Miss Manners: I was at a restaurant, seated with seven others. The wine steward came to our table with a bottle of wine, saying that a gentleman at another table would be honored to present this to me and my friends.
I recognized his name as being a man I had briefly dated in college. I replied that we would be delighted to receive the wine (I don't drink, but all of my tablemates did) and would like to raise our glasses in a toast to him, in thanks for his generosity. The steward poured the wine, then went to the man's table, who stood to receive our toast.
I had never had this experience before and don't remember reading about how to properly receive such a gift. I have wondered if I responded correctly; I've also wondered if he intended this to be an invitation to renew our acquaintance, and how I should have responded if I were agreeable.
You responded correctly. If the gentleman wanted to renew the acquaintance, he could have said so -- as could you have done. Miss Manners assures you that everything after thanking him was optional.
But if you are still thinking about it, go get 'em.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband is almost bald and we find it incredibly rude when people comment on it. Why is it that people think it is all right to openly joke about a man's hair loss? They would not do so to a woman with hair loss -- it would be incredibly painful and hurtful. But no one seems to feel that it may be the same for men.
If given the choice, most people would choose to keep the hair they had as a youth. Do you have a comeback remark that you could suggest when someone tries to humiliate him about his loss of hair?
"What?!" with a frantic pat to the head. "I swear it was all there yesterday!"
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: Sister-in-law supports her 'useless' adult son 
Sister-in-law needs to take away power of attorney from her son who is constantly taking advantage of her. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-04-24
Dear Eric: My sister-in-law is 75, divorced and has a useless 40-something son. He has never held a steady job. When he does get a job, he finds some excuse to quit or else says he got injured. He then comes home and eats and drinks to his heart's content. Then he will convince her he has an opportunity, so she gives him some money, and he disappears for a while until the money runs out.
There is no evidence of physical abuse yet but plenty of yelling and telling her she's a bad mom to manipulate her into giving him money. She has enough resources to support herself but not enough to support two people.
He currently is listed as power of attorney for health and finances on her trust but that needs to stop. She needs an outside person to take that position as she is afraid to tell the lout no.
She has never disciplined the boy and is not that great with money herself. What kind of person or firm should she hire to protect her finances from this man/boy? No one in the family wishes to deal with him either.
-- Concerned
Concerned: If she wants to remove him as power of attorney, she needs to talk to her attorney, but it seems that part of the issue is that she's not motivated or empowered to set a boundary with her son. To get her the help she needs, reach out to Adult Protective Services, a government agency that is usually associated with your state's department of health or aging. They can investigate and they'll protect the identity of the person who contacted them. It's possible that there is emotional abuse or financial abuse happening here, both of which many seniors are in danger of and may not realize they're experiencing.
In addition to involving a social service agency, if possible, please reach out to her directly about your concerns. It will help to have another perspective and a listening ear. She needs to know that she's not alone and there are other options.
Dear Eric: About 10 years ago my aunt died and left her estate to my mother, myself and my three siblings. She was not married and had no children.
My mother received the bulk of the estate. Each of us children received the earnings of some stock and mutual funds.
Although I believe we all saw how much was given to each of us, there was never a big discussion or presentation about the distribution of the money, and I believe that we four kids were pretty united in feeling grateful that she left us anything.
However, my portion ended up significantly higher than my siblings due to the stock and mutual fund that were assigned to me doing very well. I do not remember exactly how much more I got than them. Several thousand dollars?
My mom was very upset that the inheritance was not divided up equally and asked me several times why my portion would be so much larger. I did not know, and think it was probably unintentional. However, I was the only one in my generation to make an effort to visit and get to know this out-of-state aunt, so it's possible that she intended to give it to me.
At one point my mom called me and said that I should divide up the excess amount of money that I had been given and share it with my siblings. I thought it was an odd request since none of us had gotten exactly the same gift. Perhaps my mom felt I could make everything even by giving a different amount to each sibling?
She asked me to call my siblings and talk to them about it, which I did. In my recollection now, none of them seemed concerned. We have continued to have good relationships over the past 10 years.
Did I do something wrong because I did not give some of my inheritance to my siblings so that we would each inherit the same amount? A recent letter that you addressed made me wonder.
Should I bring up the inheritance of 10 years ago and try to even things out now? None of my siblings has ever mentioned it to me.
-- Fair Share
Fair: I think you did everything right. You can't control the stock markets, nor could you control what your aunt chose to give. But you went the extra step of reaching out to your siblings and talking the matter through. This is how you avoid resentment and confusion. Inheritance often tears families apart and much of that conflict is rooted in poor communication. You're in the clear and you have a decade of continued good family relationships to show for it.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Food
Cooking chat: How do I chop onions without crying?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, recipes editor Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

Slicing onions. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-04-23
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Advice
Why is my 3-year-old so well-behaved at school but not at home?
The teachers rave about the letter writer's 3-year-old daughter -- who she does whatever she wants when she's home.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Meghan Leahy | 2026-04-23
Dear Meghan: We are struggling with our 3.5-year-old. She's a second child and gregarious, self-assured, beloved by her teachers (they told us they couldn't think of anything to put in the "needs work" column at her p/t conference) ... and does whatever she wants at home.
We started tidying up as a family at the end of a messy weekend, and she announced, "I'm just gonna play," and proceeded to sit there and play with her dolls. I hate being a threatening parent, but I end up threatening to withhold treats when she won't fall in line. Or taking away the toys. I've tried getting on eye level, calmly saying it's time to pick up the blocks, but she looks calmly back at me and says, "no, thank you." I've tried turning it into a game/race/dance party, no dice.
It's not just cleaning up. If she doesn't want to put her shoes on, there's no getting shoes on her. If she wants a snack and we say no, she'll drag a ladder up from the playroom to climb the counters and get herself a snack. Generally, it's easier to stop her from doing something than it is to get her to participate when she refuses.
As I write this, I can already hear you telling me to focus on strengthening our connection -- which I'm not rejecting! -- but I don't think she's getting extra attention when she's refusing (example: her sister and I had a tidy-up dance party this afternoon, and she played with her dolls by herself). Help!
-- Refuser's Parent
Refuser's Parent: Huh. My '70s and '80s upbringing wants to type, "Take her doll, throw it in a garbage bag and walk it to the trash." Easy and immediately effective, maybe, but ultimately unsustainable (though it would feel really good at the moment). Let's take a look at what it means to be 3.5, developmentally, before we dive into ideas.
The typical 3.5-year-old can be a spicy child, indeed. They are, at once, full of their ideas and preferences, and utterly immature (which is right). You can have flashes of patience and logic, only to be blindsided by tantrums and stubbornness that make a donkey look flexible. One thing is for sure: Play is of utmost importance. Three-year-olds are learning about their worlds, boundaries and themselves through play (not rules, lectures, threats or bribes). Some children are spicier than others, and it is typical that a 3-year-old is calling your authority into question. How we answer this call is the interesting part.
You say she has an older sibling. Now listen, I am not going to completely lay her personality at the "second child" altar (which dabbles in stereotypes more than strong data), but there are some dynamics that could be true. Could it be that the older sibling is always asked to clean up while the little sister is not? Does the older sibling do the work when the little sister refuses? Did you expect the older sibling to do chores at an earlier age and have let it slide with the younger sibling? This is not an indictment of your parenting; if these dynamics are true, you will need to pay special attention to sharing the load.
We know that her defiance is coming up (typical for the age), so I will warn you against giving her too many choices when what you need is action. For instance, if you are leaving the house and the shoes need to be on, are you asking, "Gertrude, can you please put on your shoes?" That opens up a perfectly reasonable "no!" from her, which provokes your frustration, which makes her double down on her autonomy, and we are off to the races. Giving your child choices when the needs of the situation don't call for that is the most common way we parents lose our way.
Another place we lose our parenting way is thinking a preschooler cares about what we care about. Yes, some 3-year-olds like for things to be neat, but most are not thinking about chores, the needs of the family or making sure the day runs in an orderly fashion. Don't use too much logic, you are appealing to a part of her brain that is there but not reliably online. It is best to make simple declarative statements, "We clean after we play." "We put on shoes when we leave the house." "We don't snack after dinner." Allow her to run into the boundary as needed; crying will ensue but that's okay.
Creating a plan ahead of time and making it visual can also motivate a stubborn child. Look at her classroom for inspiration: Nearly everything that happens in a classroom is dictated by routine and visuals! On a calm Saturday morning, say to her, "We are going to make a chore chart! I am going to take pictures of you cleaning toys, putting away shoes, etc. and when it is time to clean, you can choose one." This is accomplishing many goals at once: you are connecting and having fun making a chart together (think stickers and markers!), you are allowing age appropriate independence and choice and helping to remind her of her work with visuals (powerful for this age). And since you aren't doing it in the moment of need, there is no urgency. You can choose if she uses the chart every night or once a week, it doesn't matter. What you want is some success.
Because play is a powerful force in this age, I would "play" at cooperation. If she enjoys dolls, set up a situation where the dolls "make a big mess," and your doll is both helpful and unhelpful. I am curious about how your daughter would respond to this because, oftentimes, play is the side door to understanding for young children. When your doll is "messy and unhelpful," her doll can say, "that's not nice! You need to help me, please." You can role model and play at cleaning, using "please" and "thank you," as well as seeing how nice it is to help each other.
Finally, your relationship with your daughter is the most important factor, but be curious about consequences and rewards (two sides of the same-ish coin). If the dolls aren't put away and then are taken away, would your daughter be affected by that? Don't take yourself away as a punishment ("I am not reading with you tonight"), but consider what is actually working. Even in my own parenting, I had a child who would snap into line when I took a toy away, whereas another one of my children would shrug and laugh right in my face. Similarly but a little different, I love a little treat for a job well done (the brain has a reward center for a reason). A dance party, strawberries with whipped cream, an extra book at bedtime, you name it, a little reward directly following the chore helps cement the good work in young brains.
You are being called into more leadership in your parenting right now, and I would suggest the book, "Does My Child Need Me to Lead or To Follow?" by Claudia Schwarzlmuller. Extraordinarily readable, this book helps parents decipher when to allow the child to take the lead or whether we need to step into the lead. This dynamic is more of a dance than a prescription, and understanding the developmental stages and needs of your child will help activate your instincts rather than getting stuck in behavioral wormholes that may hurt your relationship with your child.
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The Optimist
This 21-year-old saved up for years to buy her grandmother's house back
Jailynn Dickerson surprised her grandmother in a viral video after working three jobs to purchase back the house, which had been sold three years earlier.

Jailynn Dickerson and her grandmother Susan Rilea outside the house that Dickerson now owns. (Courtesy of Jailynn Dickerson)


By Maggie Penman | 2026-04-23
The day that Jailynn Dickerson closed on her house in Canton, Illinois, she and her mom picked up her grandmother. Once they were all in the car, Dickerson started filming on her phone.
"Grandma, I have a secret. I'm moving back to Canton," Dickerson said in the video, smiling at the camera. Her grandmother, Susan Rilea, applauded from the back seat. Then, Dickerson revealed that she had already bought a house and suggested they drive by it. Rilea playfully scolded her daughter and granddaughter for keeping it a secret from her.
As they pulled up outside a white ranch house with green trim, Rilea realized what was happening.
"It's my house? Are you kidding?" Rilea squealed as Dickerson and her mom laughed.
Rilea's 21-year-old granddaughter had saved up to buy back the family home that Rilea had been forced to sell three years earlier.

A granddaughter surprised her grandmother by revealing she had bought back her old house.


When Dickerson was a child, her grandmother's house was the place where she and her extended family always congregated.
"Every holiday was there, every birthday was there," Dickerson said during a recent phone call. "It was, like, the center of the family, honestly."
Her grandmother always went overboard with cooking and baking for these family celebrations, Dickerson recalled, and when the 900-square-foot house wasn't big enough to fit all her guests, Rilea would set up tables in the garage.
"I had three girls, and then they had kids," Rilea said. "We all just bumped butts together. We all had fun."

Jailynn and her brother playing in the yard as kids. (Courtesy of Jailynn Dickerson)


For several years after her parents split up, Dickerson, along with her mother and brother, lived with Rilea, and Dickerson's first memories are in the house. While her mom was working full-time and going to school, her grandmother helped raise her.
"That was my safe space -- my grandma's house," Dickerson said.
Rilea, who loves to garden, planted irises, roses, pansies, hostas and lilies, and put Dickerson and her brother to work pulling weeds in the yard. Rilea was proud to own her own home and to offer a place to land for her daughters, grandchildren and aging mother, who lived with Rilea during the last few years of her life.
"If anybody needed something, they knew they could come there," Rilea said.
Then in 2023, the nearly 80-year-old house needed repairs, and Rilea couldn't afford to make them. She listed the house for sale, feeling a mixture of relief and heartache.
Dickerson was devastated. She wanted to buy it at the time, but she couldn't afford to. So she decided, at just 18 years old, that she would buy it back someday.
She didn't realize the opportunity would come so quickly.

Jailynn and her brother at their grandmother's house. (Courtesy of Jailynn Dickerson)


For the past few years, Dickerson has lived about an hour from her family, saving up by working three jobs, at a Dunkin', an Aldi and as a tattoo artist.
"I worked, like, 72 hours a week," Dickerson said.
She knew she wanted to buy a house in Canton near her family, and though it was her dream to buy her grandmother's former home, she didn't expect it to be for sale again anytime soon. But when she started looking at houses online, it was among the first to pop up.
"I jumped right on it and viewed the house two days after that, got preapproved and was closing two weeks after," Dickerson said. She kept her plan a secret until she had closed on the house.
"For about two months, I was ghosting my grandma because if I sat and talked to her, then I would get talking and spoil the surprise," Dickerson said. Finally, on March 31, she picked up the keys and hatched a plot to film the moment she told her grandmother.
Dickerson and her mom both posted the video of the big reveal on social media soon after, knowing how much it would delight their friends and family. What they didn't realize was how many strangers would be moved by it, too. After Dickerson posted the video on TikTok on April 10, more than 3 million people watched it.
"I've never been one to be on social media a lot," Dickerson said. "We're kind of just baffled right now."

Dickerson, second from left, and her grandmother, third from left, with family members outside the house. (Courtesy of Jailynn Dickerson)


Dickerson is moving in over the next couple of weeks, painting the house and working on small repairs. Her first big family gathering will be a barbecue on the Fourth of July.
Rilea is looking forward to helping her granddaughter reinvigorate the garden.
"I haven't told her yet, but I'm going to buy some flowers to plant," Rilea said. "We're going to all be back home."
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My mom wants me to forgive my estranged sibling she's always favored
A letter writer's mom wants them to forgive a younger sibling who refuses to apologize for doing something "truly offensive." 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-04-23
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared June 6, 2024.
Dear Sahaj: My family are immigrants from East Asia. I am the older of two, by about 7.5 years. Growing up, my younger sibling's needs always came before mine, and I was expected to accept that. For example, if there were school events for each of us that occurred simultaneously, my mother would always choose to go to my sibling's event. If there was a last piece of candy, my sibling would get that. The other side of the coin, that the younger sibling is expected to listen to and respect the older sibling, was never reciprocated. This environment made me feel that my mother loved my sibling more than me, and it created a great rift between me and my mother. Over the years we've had conversations, but my mother is not capable of changing. I have learned to accept that this is who she is. I am now in my 40s.
Last year, my sibling did something to me that I felt was truly offensive. When I resisted, instead of apologizing, they got really upset with me. I have initiated several conversations afterward, and I was accused of just trying to win the fight. This has led to our estrangement.
A week ago, my mother tried to ask me to be the bigger sibling and forgive my younger sibling, because that's what I'm supposed to do. I asked her to see my perspective, that I didn't deserve to be treated the way my sibling treated me. I asked my mother to validate my hurt feelings, to which she replied, "I really can't do that." It felt like she showed the same favoritism that I experienced growing up. Although I am not surprised, it still hurts and is heartbreaking for me. I would appreciate some advice on how to move past this.
-- Hurt Older Sibling
Hurt Older Sibling: Estrangement and invalidation -- two things you are experiencing simultaneously -- are painful. There is grief associated with a relationship you didn't or won't have with your family. It's an ambiguous loss, where you grieve someone who is physically alive but emotionally inaccessible. The key to processing and moving through this grief is to hold the reality of uncertainty without letting it push you into despair or suffering.
You have been constantly put in the role of keeping the peace or forgoing your own needs to make your mom and sibling happy. I encourage you to work with a professional to reflect on how your mother's favoritism impacted your sense of self and your own mental health -- because research suggests that as the less-favored child, your mental health and well-being are impacted. I do wonder how this continues to play out in your life and how this may skew conversations you've had with your sibling or your mom.
Remind yourself of the meaning and reasoning behind your choices to set these boundaries with your mom and pursue distance from your sibling. This will help you affirm your own needs. Remember: Your mom wants you to reconcile with your sibling for her. She's operating from her own understanding of what family is supposed to be and she may struggle to manage her discomfort around her kids being estranged. It's not your responsibility to manage those feelings for her.
Even if you don't want to open another conversation with your mom about her favoritism, you can stay firm in what you need right now -- i.e., "I am in a lot of pain, and this distance from [sibling] is the best thing for me right now." You can also be empathetic to her pain -- i.e., "I know that this is hard for you." -- if that feels right to you. You can tell your mom to stop asking about your relationship with your sibling or simply stop the conversation from going further by saying something like, "I would appreciate it if you stopped bringing this up." You'll have to decide what behavioral or verbal boundaries you want to put in place to protect your peace and refuse a guilt trip from your mom.
Focus on taking care of yourself by creating a found family and finding ways to validate your own feelings and needs that aren't being met by your family. You may even find a safe relationship where you can be honest about this experience to help you feel connected to someone who will validate your feelings.
Ultimately, you can decide how you want to engage or disengage with your mom. No matter how painful it is, you can never force someone else to want to do the work for themselves -- even if you desperately want them to. You can only be honest with yourself about managing your own unresolved feelings and experiences, how you process and communicate them, and what you can do to take care of your needs.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Our longtime friend cut us off, and we have no idea why. 
Asking Eric: Our longtime friend cut us off, and we have no idea why. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-04-23
Dear Eric: I'm a woman in my early 60s. I was recently given notice that my job will end in a couple months due to the current federal financial situation (it was grant funded). I loved this work but because my husband can't move or work remotely, I'm limited to jobs close to home or remote.
I've been applying but haven't received any offers. I'm wondering whether I should just retire. I could take care of my health, pursue hobbies and be there for my parents and potential grandkids.
But I worry that I'll get bored, and then when even older have even more trouble finding work. I'm sure I'm not the only one in this position. Any words of wisdom or solace?
-- I'm Still Worthy
Worthy: I'm really glad you chose this sign-off for your letter because it's true. You are worthy. And though the job market is difficult, and you may encounter ageism as you pursue a new position, your worth is not defined by what you do.
First, the truth: you may get bored. But you've been bored before. One of the challenges that retirees often talk about is having to relearn who they are and how they relate to the world. This can be counterintuitive: you're not different the day after you retire, but there can sometimes be a challenge to programming your time meaningfully.
Give yourself grace and take it day-by-day without committing yourself to a version of your new life too quickly. You may find, for instance, that your calendar fills up and you don't have time to be bored. Or you may find that activities and hobbies don't scratch the itch and you want to get a part-time job in a new field or volunteer your time. It's all possible.
Possibility is daunting, but possibility is also such a treasure. Think of this transition -- whether to another job or to a retirement chapter -- as akin to going off to college. You have the skills, but you will be learning a new terrain, so it may not always seem easy or comfortable. Talk to friends and loved ones who are already retired or have changed careers later in life; they'll have tips and suggestions as you feel your way through.
Dear Eric: We recently lost a 14-year friendship, and we have no idea why. My husband and I became friends with this guy through church. Over the years, we saw him as a younger brother. We helped out whenever asked. Buying a car, moving, etc. He had helped us with similar stuff as well.
He told us that he and his wife are moving at the end of January. We reached out to them to see if they needed help.
We called and texted and were sent to voicemail or no response to our texts. Getting worried, we reached out to a mutual friend to find out if everything was okay.
The mutual friend said he would call and find out and then let us know. As we waited on pins and needles, we did not receive a call back. (We tried reaching out to the mutual friend, and we feel like he has blocked us too.)
Later that evening as we were waiting for a response from the mutual friend, I received a text message from our friend stating our friendship is over. We were removed from various social connections and our numbers were blocked. My husband was so distraught, he wanted to confront them at their current home. (We don't know where they are moving to.) I told him not to, as it could cause more issues.
We don't make friends easily and to lose one over who knows what, is heartbreaking. Is there anything we can do to find out? Or should we just leave it and try to move on?
-- Lost and Confused in Seattle
Lost and Confused: This behavior is so perplexing, especially after a 14-year friendship. Even if there's much that hasn't been included in this letter -- and I'm not saying there is -- this situation doesn't seem like it's your doing.
What's clear is that there's another narrative going on for your friend, and perhaps the mutual friend. Why they would choose to cut you off instead of being up-front about what the problem is, I don't know. It indicates that they feel the problem is something they can't address or that you won't change.
I agree that showing up at your friend's house and forcing a conversation would escalate things, but it seems unlikely that you'll get to the bottom of this without a direct conversation.
Try approaching the mutual friend in person, talk about what you've noticed in their behavior, and ask them to help you understand what you're missing.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
I can't stand my husband's movie-quoting tic. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-04-23
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Why does a friend only use videoconferencing for calls?
Can a friend of the letter writer's wife try an audio-only call sometimes?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-04-23
Dear Miss Manners: A friend of my wife's always calls her using videoconferencing. Always. It's as though she comes into the house uninvited, takes a seat and starts talking.
My wife is from the South, and is reluctant to ask her friend to change. I'm not exactly sure what advice you can give me. Perhaps I'm looking for you to agree that this behavior is rude and intrusive.
You have things confused: Miss Manners' job is to help you solve the problem, and your wife's is to sympathize -- assuming you also have some sympathy for her.
But no, the friend is not being rude. The friend is just placing a call, which your wife can either ignore or ask to be voice-only.
The problem is: How does your wife accommodate your entirely reasonable desire not to be seen scowling in the background? One solution would be an explicit agreement that video calls must be either taken to a different room (so that you can stay put) or in one specific room (which might require you to relocate).
Note, then, that this would also apply to any video calls you receive.
Dear Miss Manners: I received a wedding invitation with no physical address that required me to scan a QR code to confirm my attendance. I looked up the address and wrote a formal response accepting the invitation.
However, only those who visited the website were able to select their meal. The couple received my correspondence and texted me to find out my meal choice, so everything worked out okay, but I wonder if I caused them extra work by not using their QR code.
Are there new etiquette rules I should be following now in responding to wedding invitations? If so, what are they?
Of course it is easier for the hosts to have everything sent to their computer, rather than walk to the mailbox, open a physical letter and manually add a name to the list under "chicken."
It is also easier to get money deposited directly into one's account. Or eschew the whole wedding thing in favor of a marriage license -- and then no one has to interact at all.
But Miss Manners has made it her life's goal to make extra work for herself in the name of civility, rather than succumb to what is easiest. Why would she recommend anyone else do otherwise?
She encourages you to continue inconveniencing your hosts by answering their invitations properly. Who knows? Maybe enough people will follow suit that it becomes the "new" etiquette rule.
Dear Miss Manners: If I get an email that says my life insurance is being terminated for nonpayment, I ought to be able to quickly and urgently reply that it WAS paid and provide the details of the payment. Surely, you should be able to respond to any email sent just to you. I shouldn't have to call a big company and wait on hold for 90 minutes to straighten something out. That kind of no-reply email must surely be bad manners, or worse.
Surely. But what are you suggesting would be worse than bad manners? Not, Miss Manners hopes, bad business, though it is that.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Theater
Keegan Theatre's 'The Minutes' arrives in D.C. at exactly the right time
Also on D.C.-area stages: "A Streetcar Named Desire," "A Good Day to Me Not to You," "Dragon Play" and "Caesar and Cleopatra."

The cast of "The Minutes" at Keegan Theatre. (Cameron Whitman Photography)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-04-23
Tracy Letts's "The Minutes" excels at skewering institutional power and exposing the tribalism that enables it. The cutting satire, a 2018 Pulitzer Prize finalist and 2022 Tony nominee, revels in the dizzying decorum that keeps much of anything from getting done in small-town government. But it's clear that Letts has more on his mind. Moral betrayals. Truth-quashing indiscretions. Cultlike devotion. Brazen whitewashing.
By the time you realize you're actually witnessing surrealist horror in the Keegan Theatre's blistering D.C. premiere, there's no doubt that the call is coming from inside the house. What a time and place for a sobering commentary on how power can corrupt the innocent and protect the guilty.
Centered on a city council meeting in the indistinct town of Big Cherry, USA, "The Minutes" at times feels ripped from D.C. headlines. The proposal to host a mixed martial arts extravaganza called "Lincoln Smackdown" reads like parody that, amid plans for such an event on the White House lawn, manifested itself into existence. The play's talk of erecting an unnecessarily lavish monument also strikes an uncanny chord amid current conversations around a certain triumphal arch.
The prescience stresses the incisiveness of Letts's text, sharply shepherded by director Susan Marie Rhea and a top-notch cast. Stephen Russell Murray exudes everyman charm as Mr. Peel, a wet-behind-the-ears council member trying to discover what unfolded when he missed the previous week's meeting. (The minutes from that gathering are missing, and one council member's seat is suddenly empty -- until, in a clever coup of structure and staging, it isn't.) Ray Ficca daunts as the two-faced mayor. Theo Hadjimichael and Zach Brewster-Geisz are sufficiently sketchy as a couple of steamrolling council members. Timothy H. Lynch wins many a laugh as a cantankerous council veteran of questionable lucidity.
Then there's Valerie Adams Rigsbee's dutiful clerk, who emphasizes the stakes when information that could upend the community's collective identity comes to light. "We live here," she pleads. "This is where we live." In a city uniquely shaped by the powers that be, the line stings with uneasy recognition.
The Minutes Through May 3 at Keegan Theatre, 1742 Church St. NW. About 1 hour 30 minutes. keegantheatre.com.
Here's a roundup of four more shows on D.C.-area stages:

From left, Lucy Owen, Mallory Portnoy and Brad Koed perform "A Streetcar Named Desire" in 2024 at the Madison Avenue Baptist Church in New York. (Walls Trimble)


Let's briefly disregard the dramaturgic appeal of mounting "A Streetcar Named Desire" at Dupont Underground -- yes, a literal abandoned streetcar tunnel -- and consider the other merits of director Nick Westrate's stripped-to-the-bone staging.
There's the raw, ravishing star turn from Lucy Owen, who created this traveling production with Westrate. As Blanche DuBois, the Southern belle seeking refuge with her sister and brother-in-law, Owen never loses sight of the pain behind her tormented heroine's eyes. Mallory Portnoy's conflicted Stella, Brad Koed's ferocious Stanley, James Russell's sensitive Mitch (one of his many characters) -- the performances are assured across the board.
The minimalist four-actor approach does benefit from a healthy familiarity with Tennessee Williams's text. But those words have a nice ring in the bowels of Dupont Circle, where Stanley's "Stella!" clangs against the tiled walls, Blanche's shower singing eerily echoes and the intimacy only exacerbates the sweaty claustrophobia. When Blanche traces the tracks and a blinding headlight suggests an incoming train, the imagery couldn't be more evocative.
How could one possibly elevate Williams's masterpiece? By going underground, it turns out.
A Streetcar Named Desire Through May 4 at Dupont Underground, 19 Dupont Cir. NW. About 2 hours 45 minutes. thestreetcarproject.com.

Constance Zaytoun performs the solo show "A Good Day to Me Not to You" at Arena Stage. (Daniel Rader)


Solo shows are running rampant nowadays, as the pandemic's aftershocks reverberate and art born out of those conditions -- socially distanced and budget-conscious -- endures. But these endeavors too often fail to answer a foundational question: Why, exactly, should this story be told by one performer?
"A Good Day to Me Not to You," now at Arena Stage's Kogod Cradle, doesn't offer a satisfactory answer. Playwright Lameece Issaq, who performed the show's 2023 off-Broadway premiere before passing the reins to Constance Zaytoun, has penned a vulnerable exploration of grief, fertility, purpose and rebirth. Lee Sunday Evans's taut direction, Mextly Couzin's savvy lighting and Zaytoun's committed performance lift the material.
Yet the story itself -- a 40-something dental lab tech loses her sister, her job and her apartment before moving into an Upper West Side convent -- feels like a scattered assortment of traumas and eccentricities in search of a narrative. And try as Zaytoun might, the decision to tell this tale via exhausting scene changes and character shifts only distracts from its devastation. Our protagonist may embrace her independence, but there's no need for Zaytoun to go it alone.
A Good Day to Me Not to You Through May 3 at Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. SW. About 1 hour 25 minutes. arenastage.org.

Bri Houtman and Ben Ribler in "Dragon Play" at Rorschach Theatre. (DJ Corey Photography)


Will "Dragon Play" ever take flight or get grounded by ambiguity? That question came to mind as I watched Rorschach Theatre's intimate staging of Jenny Connell Davis's fanciful 2012 elegy, mounted at the Stacks in Buzzard Point. As parallel plots unfold -- a boy befriends a winged beast in one, and an old flame drops in on a married couple in the other -- questions are inevitable. How are these characters connected? Are the otherworldly flourishes literal or allegorical? What's it like when dragons climax? (Yes, that's an actual point of conversation.)
Although the budget limitations of this Randy Baker-directed production slightly undercut the play's fantastical ambition, Davis's script ultimately delivers. As the lore comes into focus and revelations soar with satisfaction, "Dragon Play" mediates on the experiences -- the growing pains, the loves, the sacrifices -- that shape us. No dragons are slain, but demons are certainly exorcised.
Dragon Play Through May 17 at Rorschach Theatre, 101 V St. SW. About 1 hour 20 minutes. rorschachtheatre.com.

Hannah Taylor and Craig Wallace star in "Caesar and Cleopatra" at Washington Stage Guild. (DJ Corey Photography)


Props to Bill Largess, Washington Stage Guild's artistic director, for attempting to streamline George Bernard Shaw's unwieldy "Caesar and Cleopatra" into something palatable. In casting the esteemed Craig Wallace and the enticing Hannah Taylor, he found convincing leads for this anti-romantic imagining of how Caesar's ruthless pragmatism shaped Cleopatra into a Machiavellian queen.
But for all the effort to propel the 1898 play, this staging is still aimless and inert. Much of the blame goes to Shaw: Filled with clumsy contrivances, wink-and-a-nod dialogue and tell-not-show messiness, this fictionalized account is not the Irish playwright's finest work. Based on some of the stilted performances, the piece isn't pulling the best out of its cast, either. Perhaps some texts are best left on a dusty shelf.
Caesar and Cleopatra Through May 3 at Washington Stage Guild, 900 Massachusetts Ave. NW. About 2 hours. stageguild.org.
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Obituaries
Michael Tilson Thomas, eminent orchestra leader, dies at 81
The longtime music director of the San Francisco Symphony was one of the most distinguished American conductors of his generation.

Michael Tilson Thomas conducts at New York's Carnegie Hall in 2009. (Stan Honda/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tim Page | 2026-04-23
Michael Tilson Thomas, an American conductor who grew up in public from an imperious wunderkind into one of the grand old men of classical music, died April 22 at his home in San Francisco. He was 81.
The cause was glioblastoma, an aggressive form of brain cancer, according to his publicist, Constance Shuman. In February 2025, Mr. Tilson Thomas announced that he was scaling back engagements because of a recurrence of the disease, which he had been battling for four years.
Mr. Tilson Thomas was best known for his long tenure as the music director of the San Francisco Symphony, where he served from 1995 to 2020. He was also the founder and music director of the New World Symphony, a youth orchestra in Miami Beach created in 1987, whose best performances were on a level with the finest professional ensembles.
He was widely considered one of the most distinguished American conductors of his generation. In addition to making more than 100 recordings of both rare and familiar classical repertory, he created valuable instructional series for television and radio.
"It's very clear to me that I am not giving the performance," he told the New York Times in 2002. "I am like a director who has the luxury of being able to see the big scene and be very helpful at focusing the ensemble and encouraging a section or an individual soloist to deliver a line expressively. The vision for the future of orchestral-music playing is that it can become much more soloistic and much more personal than was heretofore imagined."

Michael Tilson Thomas conducts the National Symphony Orchestra and the Choral Arts Society of Washington's performance of Mahler's Resurrection Symphony at the Kennedy Center in 2022. (Kyle Gustafson/For The Washington Post)


Mr. Tilson Thomas had been known and admired in musical circles since his late teens, when he served as a piano accompanist for violinist Jascha Heifetz and played in concert performances under composer Igor Stravinsky, among other early appearances.
Appointed an assistant conductor for the Boston Symphony Orchestra at 24, he took over in mid-concert for the ensemble's music director, William Steinberg, in October 1969 after Steinberg took ill. After that, Mr. Tilson Thomas led the Bostonians in a majority of their concerts through 1970 and made his first recordings with the orchestra.
Fascinated by musical minimalism early on, in 1971 in Boston he programmed Steve Reich's "Four Organs" -- one dense, magnificent chord drawn out again and again for about 25 minutes -- when it must have seemed like music from space.
"I would say that well over three-quarters of the people were not just booing but really enraged -- shaking umbrellas, you know, so loudly during the piece that onstage, we began to lose count," Reich said in 1978. "When the piece was over, a small crowd was bravoing and a much larger crowd booing just as strongly as possible."
Mr. Tilson Thomas knew what he was doing, though. "We came offstage and Steve was ashen-faced," he told the Guardian in 2012. "I said: 'By tomorrow morning, everyone will have heard of you.' And that is precisely what happened."
Suddenly famous, Mr. Tilson Thomas became the music director of the Buffalo Philharmonic, a venturesome part-time orchestra, while taking over the telecast New York Philharmonic's Young People's Concerts from Leonard Bernstein.
As so often throughout his career, Mr. Tilson Thomas was ahead of the pack. He presented the terse, flinty masterpieces of Carl Ruggles when the American composer was all but unheard-of, and made pathbreaking, idiomatic recordings of Charles Ives, Aaron Copland and the symphonic music of George Gershwin. As a pianist, he accompanied Sarah Vaughan on a jazz recording that won a Grammy Award in 1982. (He would win 11 more.)
But the young Mr. Tilson Thomas was also huffy, condescending and all but impossible to work with, as he admitted in later life. It was partly the animosity of the musicians that kept him from becoming director in Boston, and after his tenure expired, he was not invited back for many years. He acknowledged a youthful arrogance: "Back then, I thought the way to improve an orchestra was to fire a lot of the older players," he told the New York Times in 1995.

Michael Tilson Thomas conducting in 1985. (John O'Hara/San Francisco Chronicle/AP)


In 1978, Mr. Tilson Thomas was arrested for cocaine, marijuana and amphetamine possession while going through customs at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York. And, in 1985, before an audience of 9,000, he stormed off the podium in the middle of a Gustave Mahler symphony at the Hollywood Bowl after a police helicopter flew over the outdoor concert.
His career in America flailing, Mr. Tilson Thomas decamped to Britain, where his work as principal conductor of the London Symphony Orchestra was much admired.
Andrew Porter, the longtime music critic for the New Yorker, reviewed a 1993 series of the complete symphonies of Mahler in London for the Observer: "Thomas has lived long with these scores; has lost none of a youthful, fresh response to their sheer picturesqueness; knows (and enjoys) their dangers as well as their delights; plumbs the depths and the darkness; exults on the peaks. Emotion and structure were in balance."
There were many reasons Mr. Tilson Thomas agreed to take over the leadership of the San Francisco Symphony, his first full-time orchestral appointment after 25 years in music. The city itself was physically beautiful, politically progressive and long a center for creative innovation.
From the 1970s on, San Francisco was also considered the gay capital of the United States; there, Mr. Tilson Thomas lived openly with his partner and manager, Joshua Robison, in a mansion in the city's Pacific Heights neighborhood. The two married in 2014.
Robison had been recovering from a fall when he died in February at 79. Mr. Tilson Thomas leaves no immediate survivors.
The San Francisco Symphony paid Mr. Tilson Thomas very well (he started at more than $1 million, and his salary would go up to $2.6 million by the time he stepped down), and, as New York Times classical music critic Anthony Tommasini observed, he "clearly realized that by settling in and focusing on a single ensemble poised for adventure, he could foster curiosity among both players and audiences."
It was also a triumphant return to his native California, where the two major orchestras grew ever more enterprising. "In both San Francisco and Los Angeles, there's the opportunity to do something extraordinary," Mr. Tilson Thomas said to the Los Angeles Times in 2000, "something more adventurous, more engaging than what seems to be existing in many places on the East Coast."
As part of his first major festival with the orchestra, he invited former members of the Grateful Dead to participate in an examination of "American Mavericks" and filled Davies Symphony Hall with eager "Deadheads."
The symphony launched its own recording label, SFS Media, in 2001, to release all nine of Mahler's symphonies, as well as the opening movement from his unfinished 10th. The first album, Mahler's Symphony No. 6, won the Grammy for best orchestral performance in 2003. Over the years, music by Berlioz, Bernstein and several American composers was also recorded.
In honor of Mr. Tilson Thomas's 80th birthday, Sony Classical released an 80-CD set of all the recordings he had made for Columbia, RCA and Sony between 1970 and 2005. Meanwhile, the Australian reissue label Eloquence released a smaller (14-disc) boxed set of his complete early recordings for Deutsche Grammophon and Argo.

President Barack Obama presents the 2009 National Medal of Arts to conductor Michael Tilson Thomas at the White House. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


Michael Tilson Thomas was born on Dec. 21, 1944, in Hollywood. His father, Ted Thomas, worked in theater, television and film, and his mother, Roberta Thomas, was head of research at Columbia Pictures. His grandparents, Boris and Bessie Thomashefsky, had been renowned figures in the Yiddish theater in New York during the early part of the 20th century.
"He was raised on tales of old Russia," the British critic Edward Seckerson recounted in "Viva Voce," a 1995 book of conversations with Mr. Tilson Thomas that remains the closest thing to a biography yet published. "His grandmother would tell of market day in Kiev when it was impossible to talk for the sound of church bells. And she would sing to him -- lively, catchy tunes he later recognized as the folk tunes of Stravinsky's 'Petrouchka' and 'The Firebird' ballets.
"This was a household where people readily sang: Broadway songs, Yiddish theater songs, Italian opera from the family gramophone," Seckerson wrote. "His father wrote and sang songs: Gershwin had taught him the piano. It was an intoxicating environment in which to grow."
Mr. Tilson Thomas studied composition with Ingolf Dahl at the University of Southern California, from which he graduated in 1967. The following year, he was accepted as a fellowship student at the Tanglewood Music Center in Massachusetts by Bernstein, who would become his principal mentor.
"It was important to have an older colleague who I could trust," Mr. Tilson Thomas later told the Guardian. "He was generous with his time, and I could call him and ask him things."
Mr. Tilson Thomas was an occasional composer whose best-known work was probably "From the Diary of Anne Frank," commissioned by UNICEF for orchestra and narration. It was first performed by the New World Symphony in 1990 with Audrey Hepburn, who had given him the idea for the piece, as the narrator.
Although he sometimes conducted opera -- notably the American premiere of Alban Berg's completed "Lulu" in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in the summer of 1979 -- Mr. Tilson Thomas was mostly indifferent to the genre. "I took to the music of opera," he told Gramophone Magazine in 1988, "but the experience of seeing an opera is most of the time one that I find unsympathetic."
Mr. Tilson Thomas seemed preternaturally youthful and energetic through most of his career, and those who came to know him in later life spoke of him as generous and charming. In 2019, he was a recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors in Washington.
Early that year, he had heart surgery but returned for what had already been planned as a grand final season with the San Francisco Symphony in 2019-2020. Because of the covid-19 pandemic, it was curtailed in March 2020. Davies Symphony Hall was closed for 14 months, reopening cautiously in 2021 under new director Esa-Pekka Salonen.
After a successful brain surgery operation in 2021 for his cancer, Mr. Tilson Thomas returned to the podium in November, leading his first performance in 10 years with the New York Philharmonic. He managed to conduct more than 25 concerts in the next two years. One of his last appearances with the San Francisco Symphony was devoted entirely to Beethoven's Symphony No. 9.
Writing for the San Francisco Chronicle, music critic Joshua Kosman acknowledged Mr. Tilson Thomas's weakened state. "But as soon as the playing began, the old mastery reasserted itself," Kosman observed. "Making music is like breathing for [him]; with the baton in his hand, he seemed to expand, both visibly and audibly, into his fullest and most fluent self."
As Mr. Tilson Thomas had grown older, his approach had grown steadily more mystical.
"I'm happiest when I feel the music gets to a place where no one is really quite sure who is making the music," he said to the Chronicle in 2020. "It just seems to be happening wonderfully, miraculously, rather than as a result of someone who's saying, 'Follow me.'"
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Going Out Guide
The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Go on a crawl through more than two dozen independent bookstores, take a spin on the Smithsonian's restored carousel, or go green at an Earth Day festival.

(Photo by Donny Bajohr/Smithsonian Magazine)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-04-23
Celebrations of Earth Day continue this weekend, with family-friendly festivals, garden sales and exhibits across the D.C. area. The Smithsonian National Carousel reopens Friday after an extensive restoration project, while the National Archives unveils an exhibit about the Declaration of Independence. Book lovers can explore more than two dozen independent bookstores to find discounts and prizes. Georgetown turns into an outdoor market for three days, while the streets of Clarendon become an open-air art market on Saturday and Sunday. There are chances to sample chocolate at the French Embassy, try free fitness classes outdoors at the Yards, and explore more than 100 Black-owned vendors at Nationals Park. Music lovers can immerse themselves in electronic sounds with the Making Time crew, wish Willie Nelson a happy birthday, or swing dance inside the Smithsonian.
Smithsonian Craft Show at the National Building Museum
"The finest in American contemporary craft and design" is celebrated at the 44th Smithsonian Craft Show, which features a juried selection of more than 120 artists showing and selling their furniture, jewelry, sculpture, basketry, glass, wearable fabrics and creations in other mediums. In addition to browsing, special events include a discussion about the history of handcrafted objects in America (Friday at 1 p.m.; free tickets distributed Friday morning). Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $25 for one day admission; $40 for unlimited admission.
Sant Jordi Day at Casa Teresa
In the Spanish region of Catalonia, April 23 is a holiday where people give partners and loved ones books and roses -- "their version of Valentine's Day, but make it literary," explains D.C. restaurant Casa Teresa. Its local celebration, at the Square food hall, includes pop-up vendors with books and flowers, but also an all-day happy hour, a free Catalan wine tasting (5 to 7 p.m.) and a class teaching customers how to drink wine from the pitcher known as porron (5:30 p.m.). For $75, foodies can take a hands-on class with James Beard-nominated chef Ruben Garcia, learning to make tapas and sangria (6 p.m.). Noon to 8 p.m. Free.
'Aesop's Fables' at Adventure Theatre
Timeless tales are reinvented for Gen Alpha in Adventure Theatre's upcoming production of "Aesop's Fables." The children's theater in Glen Echo Park stages these famed ancient Greek stories by enlisting a cast of storytellers to bring them to life. Audiences can expect to hear five fables, each with its own moral, including "The Tortoise and the Hare" and "The Boy Who Cried Wolf." The play premieres Thursday with a pajama party that ends with milk and cookies. Pajama party Thursday at 7 p.m., then regular performances through May 24. $26.
Gold Clover Anniversary Cookout
Happy second birthday to Gold Clover Bar, one of our favorite low-key neighborhood hangouts in the entire city. Maybe it's the free fried chicken on Fridays, or the early openings for select Premier League matches (read: games involving Arsenal), or the pop-up record shops. It could just be that, when you walk through the doors at Florida Avenue and Third Street NW, you know you're getting great drinks and a solid crowd with no pretense. Gold Clover marks its anniversary with a special cookout featuring free food from 6 to 9 p.m., and probably toasting with a few Incredible Hulk cocktails. Yes, they're back. 6 p.m. Free.
Smithsonian National Carousel reopens
For the first time in three years, colorful horses and a shiny hippogriff will bound in a circle on the National Mall. The Smithsonian National Carousel, which moved from the Gwynn Oak Amusement Park near Baltimore in 1981, reopens to the public Friday after an extensive restoration. It's hard to think of a more beautiful setting to ride a wooden horse, but this carousel, in front of the Arts and Industries Building, also played a role in American history. On Aug. 28, 1963, Gwynn Oak was desegregated after years of organized protests. An 11-month-old girl named Sharon Langley became the first Black child to ride the carousel, on the same day Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his "I Have A Dream" speech on the Mall. A horse marked "Freedom Riders" commemorates Langley's ride, as well as other civil rights leaders. No reservations are required to climb aboard. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $6 per ride.
Georgetown French Market
Squint a bit and Georgetown feels like a Parisian arrondissement during this annual open-air festival on Wisconsin Avenue. More than 40 locally owned boutiques, cafes and galleries participate in three days of sidewalk sales and specials. Take a break from the throngs of shoppers to grab a croissant or macarons, or a heartier lunch prepared outdoors on the grill. Because this is a fete, look out for live music, face painters and entertainers, including a wandering mime, among the shops. Friday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Liberation Weekend at the Black Cat and Transmission
Billed as a "Pitchfork Fest for trans rights," Liberation Weekend was born in the first year of the second Trump administration to reject anti-trans legislation and raise money for the Gender Liberation Movement. By consequence of a stellar lineup of trans artists and allies, it was also a massive party. Organized by D.C. punks Ekko Astral, Liberation Weekend II: A Festival Fundraiser for Trans Liberation and Mutual Aid stretches over three full days, with emo, indie and punk rockers taking the stage at the Black Cat. Meanwhile, Saturday and Sunday bring daytime concerts to Transmission. The lineups include Laura Jane Grace, Illuminati Hotties, Gladie, Pretty Bitter and Ezra Furman. Through Sunday. $17.03-160.85.
DC Chocolate Festival at the Embassy of France
"Eat more chocolate" is the unofficial motto of the ninth annual DC Chocolate Festival, which connects cocoa aficionados with professional chocolatiers. Naturally, the French Embassy is a fantastic venue for an event devoted to all things chocolate, and the affair kicks off Friday night with an "Heirloom Cacao Preservation Fund Award Ceremony." Saturday's activities are divided into morning and afternoon shifts, granting ticket holders access to samples from local and international chocolate makers, as well as micro-workshops to learn more about the business and art behind your favorite sweet treat. Friday from 6 to 9 p.m. and Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. $30.23; Free for kids younger than 10.
Ella Fitzgerald Day at the National Museum of American History
In honor of the birthday of jazz's First Lady of Song, the National Museum of American History hosts a day of tributes to Ella Fitzgerald. Museum curators lead a panel discussion on "Ella Fitzgerald in 10 Photos," drawing from the Smithsonian's archives at 11 a.m. Howard University professor Reginald Bowens leads a workshop on scatting and vocal jazz at 1 p.m., followed by a performance by Howard's SASSy jazz vocal ensemble at 1:30. Rare items from the museum's collection of the singer's items will be on display throughout the day. 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
D.C. Independent Bookstore Crawl
Once feared to be going the way of the dinosaur, independent bookstores have enjoyed a renaissance over the last decade. The annual D.C. Independent Bookstore Crawl is your chance to find a new favorite -- or at least get a start on your summer reading. More than two dozen bookstores in D.C. and the Maryland suburbs are participating. Visit old favorites such as Capitol Hill Books and Politics and Prose, or explore the shelves at more recent additions, like Wonderland Books and Pages and Volumes. Pick up a map and get stamps from at least six bookstores over the course of the day to receive a prize. Shops are also offering their own reasons to come in: East City Books will have flash sales ranging from 10 to 30 percent off at various times; Solid State Books has a "Buy a book, get a blind date with a book" special at both locations; and cookbook destination Bold Fork Books is throwing a party with coffee and matcha from Findunderscore, pastries by Manifest Bread and scoops from Happy Ice Cream, plus 10 percent discounts on everything in the store. Hours vary by location. Free.
'Free and Independent: A Celebration of the Declaration' at the National Archives
By the end of 2026, you might know more about the Declaration of Independence than you ever thought possible. The latest exhibit celebrating what has been called "America's birth certificate" is at the National Archives, where you can see the original document in the Rotunda. This exhibition takes an expansive view of the Declaration's origins and legacy, including pre-Revolution proclamations issued by King George III, stories about July 4 celebrations since 1776, and a look back at how the public commemorated the nation's 100th and 200th birthdays. There's no fee to visit the Archives, but visitors can skip the line with a $1 timed entry ticket. Through July 5, 2027. Free.
FONA Garden Fair and Plant Sale at the National Arboretum
Grow a garden approved by Friends of the National Arboretum when you shop at their annual spring plant sale, stocked with thousands of annuals and perennials, as well as shrubs, trees and rare plants. Garden experts are on hand to dole out advice, and the day goes beyond just plants, thanks to free family-friendly activities and a vendor village featuring locally made goods and food and drink. There are even plant-sitting services, so you can park your plants after purchasing and check out the rest of the fair -- or the Arboretum itself -- unencumbered. Note that the vendor village opens to the public at 9 a.m., but the plant tent is members-only until 11 a.m. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Registration requested but not required.
Living Earth Festival: 'Always Becoming' at the National Museum of the American Indian
The National Museum of the American Indian's weekend-long Living Earth Festival takes this year's theme from artist Nora Naranjo Morse's "Always Becoming" outdoor sculpture, constructed in 2007 using Native building techniques. She's currently revitalizing the sculpture using natural materials like clay, straw, sand, soil and wood, and you can watch her and her team work on the structures. Other outdoor activities include a seed ball workshop and a museum garden tour. Visitors can also head inside for pottery and clay sculpture demonstrations, children's story time, or a performance of traditional native dances from the MaaTuu Pueblo Dance Group. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Earth Day Fairfax at Lake Fairfax Park
Fairfax County throws what feels like a block party for Earth Day, with food trucks, music from local bands and a craft beer garden. It's all happening at Reston's scenic Lake Fairfax Park, and there are a ton of activities for kids of all ages, too, such as rock climbing walls and hands-on STEM experiments, plus animal encounters courtesy of the county's Hidden Pond Nature Center and Frying Pan Farm Park. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission; $10 per car for parking.
Montgomery County GreenFest at BlackRock Center for the Arts
Montgomery County GreenFest hops around to different locations each year, and this year's host is Germantown's BlackRock Center for the Arts. The county's largest environmental festival includes an array of vendors, environmental nonprofits and eco-friendly businesses, so you can learn more about farm-fresh produce, local recycling options, alternative energy, or organizations dedicated to cleaning up local streams or the Chesapeake Bay. There are food trucks and activities for kids, too. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Maryland Day at the University of Maryland
You don't have to be an alumni to appreciate the annual open house at the University of Maryland -- you just have to have wide-ranging interests and a thirst for knowledge, or  a taste for fresh ice cream. There are more than 400 activities taking place across the College Park campus during Maryland Day, many of which are fun and educational. Take part in a watermelon seed-spitting contest with the Maryland-Delaware Watermelon Queen, build a stomp rocket or a Lego racer, watch the football team's spring showcase, or make a poster or a zine. Visitors can play with the university's collection of video games from the 1970s to 2000s, see a comedic production of "The Tempest," join a K-pop dance party, or visit an insect petting zoo. The university was founded as an agricultural college, and that spirit lives on in showcases that let the public meet the university's resident horses and pigs, and, oh yes -- get free scoops of ice cream, fresh from the Maryland Dairy Farm. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Waterfront Wellness at the Yards
Fitness-focused businesses around the Navy Yard are offering free outdoor classes and experiences this weekend at the community "sundeck" park at the Yards. Join yoga or pilates classes, go on a run with Pacers, try cardio kickboxing or dance workouts, or reset with a sound bath or breathing session. Everything is open to drop-ins, although attendees are asked to register their interest and bring their own mats for certain classes. See the Yards website for a full schedule. Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
HyBall 2026: Retro-Futurama at Pyramid Atlantic Art Center
Dress with a retro space-age vibe? Go as a cyberpunk? Turn yourself into a postapocalyptic party animal? These are sartorial choices facing attendees at Pyramid Atlantic Art Center's after-hours party. The welcoming arts hub is celebrating 10 years in Hyattsville with its annual art party. Visitors can create  art on Pyramid Atlantic's equipment, such as letterpresses and screen printing; visit a bar for local beers or cocktails using local spirits; or dance to DJs spinning vintage and futuristic tunes. Sign up for the costume contest or take advantage of photo-op stations, but don't miss the silent auction benefiting Pyramid Atlantic's work in the community. (If you're not wiped out at the end, there's an after-party with karaoke!) 8 to 11 p.m. $50, includes four drinks. $10 after-party.
Making Time at Berhta
For years, Making Time has provided one of the best chances to expand your mind at an electronic music festival. The annual event usually spans a few days outdoors by the Delaware River in Philadelphia, but this party streamlines the experience into one night. Headlining act Fcukers is the duo of Shanny Wise and Jackson Walker Lewis, a pair of indie rock survivors who, to paraphrase LCD Soundsystem's James Murphy, sold guitars and bought turntables. Electronic music standout Avalon Emerson will perform twice, as a DJ and with her synth-pop project, the Charm, and underground dance fixtures Tiga and organizer Dave P. will DJ, too. 9 p.m. $59.74.
Zwanze Day at the Sovereign
The Cantillon brewery in Brussels is renowned for its lambic beers, which are spontaneously fermented by wild yeasts. The beer spends years aging in wooden barrels to develop sour, acidic and funky flavors, sometimes infused with ingredients like grapes or apricots, before being skillfully blended. Zwanze Day is an annual "holiday" in the beer world, in which Cantillon sends one-off beers to breweries around the globe, all to be drunk on the same day. This year, Cantillon partnered with Vermouth Sullivan to create a lambic blended with botanicals including wormwood, sage, juniper and gentian, and a kriek, or cherry beer, blended with apple, marjoram, verbena and other herbs. The Sovereign in Georgetown is the host again, and both Zwanze Day beers will be tapped at 3 p.m. Look for nine other Cantillon beers on draft, and 20 available by the bottle. An additional selection of bottles will be available to take home. 10 a.m. Free; beer prices vary.
Shout and Feel It! D.C. Lindy Exchange at the National Museum of American History
The American History Museum's celebrations of Jazz Appreciation Month continue with one of its more lively events. Up to 600 swing dancers are expected to descend on the museum's Flag Hall for an afternoon of Lindy Hopping to the big band sounds of Josh Lee and the Extended Family. Join a free beginner dance lesson at noon before the music begins at 2 p.m. If you fall in love with the rhythms, there's a dance Saturday night at the historic Glen Echo Spanish Ballroom with Scott Silbert's "Biggest" Big Band as part of the annual D.C. Lindy Exchange weekend. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Bark at the Boro at Boro Park
Your best four-legged friend is welcome for a morning of play at the Boro in Tysons. Take a quick training session with Zoom Room before letting your pup loose among the obstacles on an agility course. (The two quickest dogs win $100 restaurant gift cards for their humans.) Attendees can have a dog tag engraved, design a custom dog bandanna, or fill a bag of treats at the "bone bar" before hitting the photo booth. It's not just for canines, either: Kids can make crafts or get glitter tattoos. 10 a.m. to noon. Free; reservations suggested.
Eliza McLamb at the Atlantis
Years of podcasting and essay writing trained the multi-hyphenate creative Eliza McLamb well for crafting confessional lyrics that both punch and stick around for the sting. Her body of work -- including a 2024 debut and 2025's "Good Story" -- is a product of self-mythologizing, united by an internet-addled sense of preening and presentation, incessantly prodding the scab of whether we are who we pretend to be. Over an indie rock framework informed by her North Carolina upbringing, she carefully sings on "Mausoleum": "Catch it quick/ Frame the image/ Make your meaning before you've lived it." April 25 at the Atlantis. theatlantis.com.
Earth Day at Brookside Gardens
One of the area's most beautiful gardens puts kids first during its Earth Day celebrations, with activities and performances entirely geared toward families. Little ones can try out being a naturalist and learn how to pot a plant -- and take said potted plant home, while supplies last. Watch live science experiments with the Science Guys of Baltimore during the first half of the event, and then a set from children's music band L-M-N-O-People. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Congressional Cemetery Spring Fair
D.C.'s historic Congressional Cemetery is bringing back its eco-focused Spring Fair for a second year. Learn about the beekeepers who tend the apiary at the cemetery, browse a market of sustainable vendors, bring cuttings of your favorite house plants for a plant swap, or go on a walk to learn about the trees growing on the grounds. Percussion troupe Batalia leads a parade to celebrate the return of warm weather. While the cemetery isn't hosting any guided tours during the festival, visitors can download or print self-guided tours of the gravestones, based around themes like "Men of Adventure," "Civil Rights Heroes" and "The Burning of Washington," and wander among the tombs to learn more about the "permanent residents" buried at Congressional. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Earth Day Every Day Festival at Langston Boulevard
Arlington's Langston Boulevard community comes together each year for a family-friendly Earth Day-themed outdoor festival, enlisting four bands to provide the soundtrack for the day. Hear kids music from Rainbow Rock Band, mariachi from Mariachi Estrellas, jazz and funk from singer Munit Mesfin, and American roots rock from the Longtimers. Exhibitors such as the Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia, Arlington Friends of Urban Agriculture and Wild Birds Unlimited demonstrate ways to make your life more eco-friendly. The fest also includes a makers market, food options from local restaurants, and kids' activities like scavenger hunts and art projects. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Black on the Block at Nationals Park
A marketplace with more than 100 Black-owned vendors -- think clothing, candles, jewelry, accessories, records and much more -- is the centerpiece of this annual gathering at Nationals Park. DJs, including WKYS's Little Bacon Bear, set the vibe and get the crowd dancing, while food trucks, bars and yard games offer distractions. 1 to 7 p.m. $20-$21.19.
Willie Nelson Birthday Fiesta at Republic Cantina
The remarkable, somehow ageless country legend Willie Nelson turns 93 on Wednesday, and Truxton Circle Tex-Mex restaurant Republic Cantina is honoring its patron saint with its fifth Willie Nelson Birthday Fiesta. Human Country Jukebox performs Nelson's greatest songs, as well as tunes by associated artists like Waylon Jennings or Kris Kristofferson, while the crowd sips half-price Shiner Bock and Lone Star beers, or tucks into tacos or chips and queso. No reservations are available during the party, so show up early to snag a table, or just hang out at the bars and enjoy the vibes. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Chamber Music Sunday at Domestique
Bloomingdale's Domestique wine shop is known for its fun and lively mix of bottles -- natural, sparkling, skin contact, just approachable for a sunny afternoon -- and hosts a free tasting session every Sunday. But this week, while you sip wines, you can listen to a chamber ensemble containing members of the National Symphony Orchestra perform four numbers, each paired with what's in your glass. There's no charge to sample, though don't be surprised if you end up taking something home. 2 to 4 p.m. Free.
Punch Party at La Cosecha
Bartenders from hot spots including Allegory, Bar Betsie, Jane Jane, the Mirror, Press Club and Sost are among the mixologists creating boozy and booze-free punches at Union Market's La Cosecha to raise money for Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid. Admission includes a punch cup and one drink ticket, with additional punches available for purchase a la carte. 6 to 10 p.m. $28.52.
Jesse Solomon at Songbyrd
Fans of Bravo reality show "Summer House" got wrapped up in some shocking revelations over the past few weeks, thanks to an unexpected dating announcement from two cast members of the Hamptons shore house. The West and Amanda saga can't help but juice ticket sales for fellow castmate Jesse Solomon's concert tour this spring. After writing and performing a jokey song on the show, Solomon is turning singing into his passion project. Catch his jazz-tinged act to Union Market's Songbyrd venue in April as he plays the piano and interacts with fans in his bid to become the "next-generation Michael Buble," per Rolling Stone. 7 p.m. $32.19.
Trouble Bird's third anniversary party
Navy Yard cocktail room Trouble Bird never disappoints with its creative signature cocktails -- or its satisfying collection of hot dogs. The bar's third anniversary brings all-day happy hour, which means $12 cocktails, $10 beer-and-a-shot combos and $6 ballpark dogs, plus additional drink specials for the occasion. 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free.
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Washington Commanders
Commanders draft Ohio State linebacker Sonny Styles with No. 7 pick
Washington aims to bolster its defense with the selection of the Ohio State standout, who said he wanted to play for the Commanders more than any other team.

Ohio State linebacker Sonny Styles, center right, poses with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell and Hall of Famers Lynn Swann, left, and Jerome Bettis after being chosen by the Commanders with the seventh overall pick. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Les Carpenter | 2026-04-24
No player in Thursday night's first round of the NFL draft might have wanted to be picked by a team more than Ohio State's versatile and gifted linebacker Sonny Styles wanted to be chosen by the Washington Commanders.
He fell in love with the coaches on a visit to the team's headquarters earlier this month, cornering linebackers coach Ken Norton several times on the trip, asking questions, wondering how he could be better. When he left that day he told one of his college teammates he hoped he would be picked by Washington.
"A bunch of great people," he told the teammate.
On Thursday night, as the first picks of the draft raced past, Styles wasn't chosen and the Commanders loomed with the seventh overall selection, he sat in a green room at the draft in Pittsburgh hoping that maybe his dream could happen. Then his phone rang.
"Spam risk," the screen said.
He answered anyway. It was the Commanders.
"The perfect place to be," he later said.
As excited as Styles was to come to Washington, Commanders General Manager Adam Peters was just as thrilled.
"I've been smiling ear-to-ear," Peters said almost an hour after taking Styles.
The Commanders had fallen in love with Styles themselves. Peters and the coaches had been dazzled by Styles as much as he was with them. Late Thursday night, Peters sat in the team's auditorium and began talking, unprompted, about all the things he admired about Styles.
"Great competitor," he said.
"Outstanding football character," he added.
"Great family," he continued.
"Elite athlete, elite size, elite length," Peters said. "He's just scratching the surface. ... He's already really good and he's just going to get better."
Peters stopped. He smiled again.
"I'm rambling," he said. "I'm excited."
There seems a lot about Styles for Washington and its coaches to like. The 6-foot-5, 244-pound Styles started as a safety at Ohio State before moving to linebacker his last two seasons, with 183 tackles and eight passes defended. Asked to be more of a pass rusher in 2024, he had six sacks but then played more in pass coverage his last season.
By showing an ability to get to the quarterback and also defend passes, Styles was able to show skills that makes him an ideal fit for the defense preferred by Commanders Coach Dan Quinn and will be seen as the likely replacement for veteran Bobby Wagner.

Styles enjoys the moment with Commanders fans attending the draft in Pittsburgh. (Sue Ogrocki/AP)


And yet when asked which position he would play in Washington, Styles said he didn't care. The coaches had said several times they could see him playing any of the three linebacker positions, and the idea seemed like a good one to him.
As he was getting ready to leave the team's facility in Ashburn, Virginia, Styles told Quinn, "hopefully I'll be back soon."
"I told my whole family this morning, I was like, 'I'm going to be a Commander,'" Styles said. "No one really thought so. I just had this feeling, you know, I'm super excited. You know, I love this organization. I love the people."
Peters settled on Styles as the team's top choice earlier this week. But they knew it was a bit of a long shot that he would be available. Many of the top draft analysts, impressed by Styles's performance at February's scouting combine, ranked him as one of the top three overall players. He ran a 4.46 in the 40 and had a 43 1/2-foot vertical jump at the combine.
As the draft unfolded, Peters resisted the temptation to trade up. He did a lot of research about trading down should Styles not be available. He was surprised, however, when no teams were calling looking to trade.
"Crickets," he said.
When it came clear Styles would land in the Commanders' lap, he didn't hesitate to make the pick.
"He's mature beyond his years," Peters said. "He's very curious. He wants to know ... the great ones do. He wants to be great. He's really humble and, he's very driven."
Styles, sitting at the draft in Pittsburgh with his phone in hand, spoke first to Peters and then to Quinn.
Remember, he told the coach, how he was going to come back to Ashburn?
"I told you so," he said he told Quinn.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2026/04/23/commanders-nfl-draft-sonny-styles/
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