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        Campaign launched to promote Thai fruit exports
        The Ministry of Commerce has launched an aggressive campaign to boost Thai fruit exports this year, aiming to raise export value by 5% to 179 billion baht while preventing oversupply during the peak harvest season from May to August.

      

      
        War in the Middle East: latest developments
        The latest developments in the Middle East war on April 30, 2026:

      

      
        Gaza flotilla team says 211 activists 'kidnapped' by Israel
        ATHENS - Organisers of a Gaza-bound aid flotilla on Thursday said Israel's army had "kidnapped" 211 activists including a Paris city councillor in a raid in international waters off Greece.

      

      
        Thailand upbeat about Youth Olympics 2030
        Thai officials have expressed confidence in the country's readiness to host the 2030 Youth Olympic Games, following a three-day inspection visit by an International Olympic Committee (IOC) team this week.

      

      
        Exposed: How Chinese scammers register 'Thai' children
        Chinese scammers have been hiring Thai men to register marriages with their Chinese wives so that their Chinese-born children can obtain Thai citizenship, according to the Department of Provincial Administration.

      

      
        Court to rule on conscription law challenge on May 12
        The Constitutional Court will rule on May 12 on whether Thailand's decades-old military conscription law violates constitutional rights, in a closely watched case involving activist Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal.

      

      
        From surplus to strain: world rice supply under threat
        Rice supply is expected to fall this year as farmers cut  planting acreage across Asia because of fertiliser shortages and soaring fuel costs from the &zwnj;Iran war, with an emerging El Nino also set to squeeze output of the world's most consumed staple.

      

      
        Thai police bust B5-billion gambling payment platform
        Thai police have arrested 28 people in connection with an illegal payment platform that they say handled 5 billion baht a month for about 600 gambling websites.

      

      
        Under-fire UK boosts security for Jews after deadly attack
        LONDON - The UK government on Thursday announced an extra &pound;25 million ($33 million) for security outside synagogues and schools, a day after two Jews were stabbed in the latest attack on the community.

      

      
        Iran defies US blockade as oil soars past $125
        TEHRAN - Iran warned the United States on Thursday that its naval blockade was doomed to fail, after President Donald Trump signalled it could be enforced for months to come, in a confrontation wreaking havoc on global energy markets.
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																The Ministry of Commerce has launched an aggressive campaign to boost Thai fruit exports this year, aiming to raise export value by 5% to 179 billion baht while preventing oversupply during the peak harvest season from May to August.
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said on Thursday that the strategy combines domestic demand stimulation with overseas marketing to help stabilise prices and support farmers as large volumes of seasonal fruit, particularly eastern durian, begin entering the market from May through June.

She said recent durian sales via live-commerce platforms were part of a broader plan to create demand in advance and ensure orderly, continuous distribution, rather than waiting until supplies flood the market and prices fall.

"The proactive approach is intended to spread output ahead of time, reduce the risk of market congestion and help maintain price stability," Ms Suphajee said.

The ministry is also stepping up efforts to expand overseas sales channels. Among key events is Thaifex-Anuga Asia 2026, Southeast Asia's largest food trade fair, scheduled for May 26 to 30 at Impact Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi province.

The exhibition is expected to attract 3,300 exhibitors and more than 140,000 visitors from around the world.

Promotional campaigns under the Thai Tropical Fruits Golden Months programme will be held in seven major Chinese cities -- Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanning, Chengdu, Qingdao, Guangzhou and Kunming.

The campaign will also be expanded to emerging markets in western China, including Yinchuan, Yuxi and Urumqi, as well as several secondary cities.

Similar promotions are planned in department stores in South Korea, India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Online sales of fresh and processed fruit will also be conducted through Thaitrade.com and TOPTHAI via partner platforms, including Amazon in the United States, Tmall and PUPU in China, Rakuten in Japan, Letstango in the UAE, HKTVmall in Hong Kong and Bigbasket in India.
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																The latest developments in the Middle East war on April 30, 2026:
Lebanon slams Israel

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun condemned the "continuing Israeli violations" in south Lebanon, saying they were occurring "despite the ceasefire, as do demolitions of homes and places of worship, while the number of killed and wounded rises day after day".

"Pressure must be exerted on Israel to ensure it respects international laws and conventions and ceases targeting civilians, paramedics, civil defence, and humanitarian health and relief organisations," he added.

'Accelerate' climate transition

The global energy crisis has shown the need for the world economy to transform and "accelerate the transition to clean energy", the Turkish president-designate of the United Nations' COP31 climate conference said.

"We now know clearly that the global economy must transform its energy paradigm," Murat Kurum, who is also Turkey's climate minister, told a meeting on the energy transition at the International Energy Agency (IAE) in Paris.

'Major energy crisis'

The world is facing a "major energy and economic challenge" as oil prices have soared in the wake of the war in the Middle East, said IAE chief Fatih Birol at the same Paris meeting.

With the world faced with "the biggest energy crisis in history", oil prices were "putting a lot of pressure in many countries", he added.

Blockade 'doomed to fail'

Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian said a US naval blockade on Iranian ports would deepen disruptions in the Gulf while failing to achieve its targets.

"Any attempt to impose a maritime blockade or restrictions is contrary to international law... and is doomed to fail," Pezeshkian said in a statement.

Oil at four-year high

Oil prices soared to four-year highs, with the US crude benchmark Brent for June delivery spiking more than seven percent to $126.41, while West Texas Intermediate was up 3.4%t to $110.31, before later paring gains.

US-Germany tensions

President Donald Trump said the United States was considering reducing its troops in Germany over Chancellor Friedrich Merz's refusal to join Washington's war against Iran -- a force estimated between 35,000 and 50,000 troops.

The threats to slash US troop numbers echo Trump's longstanding criticisms of the NATO alliance, but Merz drew Trump's fresh ire earlier this week after saying Tehran was "humiliating" Washington at the negotiating table.

EU argues for US troop deployments in Europe

Following Trump's post, the EU said Thursday that the deployment of US troops in Europe was in Washington's interest.

"Our NATO allies are also increasing their defence spending at an unprecedented pace," European Union spokeswoman Anitta Hipper added.

Putin-Trump talks

Russian President Vladimir Putin warned his US counterpart not to resume attacks on Iran in a phone call between the two leaders Wednesday, Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters.

He said there would be "inevitable and extremely damaging consequences" for the region and wider world if military action restarted.

Trump said Putin had wanted to "help" end the US-Israeli war on Iran but that he had told the Russian leader to end the Ukraine invasion first.

US war cost $25 billion

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth was asked Wednesday during a fiery exchange in Congress about the cost of 60 days of conflict, and replied that it was estimated at less than $25 billion so far.

But he hit back at concerns that the United States has used up "alarming" levels of critical munitions that could deplete reserves, accusing critics of "handing propaganda to our enemies".

'No more Mr. Nice Guy'

"Iran can't get their act together. They don't know how to sign a nonnuclear deal. They better get smart soon!" Trump posted on his Truth Social platform, alongside an illustration of himself holding an assault rifle, with the caption "NO MORE MR. NICE GUY!"
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									Gaza flotilla team says 211 activists 'kidnapped' by Israel								

								Organisers call for release of all those taken from aid ships in international waters
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																ATHENS - Organisers of a Gaza-bound aid flotilla on Thursday said Israel's army had "kidnapped" 211 activists including a Paris city councillor in a raid in international waters off Greece.
Helene Coron, a spokeswoman for the Global Sumud France, told an online news conference that the operation had taken place near the Greek island of Crete, at an "unprecedented" distance from the Gaza coast.

Yasmine Scola, an activist on board the flotilla, said her colleagues had been "kidnapped" by Israel.

Israel's foreign ministry had earlier put the number of those detained at 175.

Coron said those intercepted included Paris Communist local councillor Raphaelle Primet and another 10 French nationals.

"We don't have the information for the other nationalities, but the boats were mixed in terms of nationality, so there were crew members from all 48 delegations," she said.

Rome, in a government statement, called for the immediate release of "all the unlawfully detained Italians".

Some ships still on route

The organisers of the latest flotilla of pro-Palestinian activists seeking to break Israel's blockade on Gaza announced early on Thursday that their boats had been surrounded by Israeli military ships while off the coast of Crete.

"At the time of publishing this statement (0430 GMT), at least 22 of the flotilla's 58 boats have been stormed by Israeli forces in complete violation of international law," the Global Sumud Flotilla said in a statement.

According to an AFP verification, based on tracking data from the organisers, the boats were intercepted in the Greek exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

Around thirty boats from the flotilla are still en route, most now in Greek territorial waters south of Crete, according to the same source.

Coron said the operation had taken place over 1,000 kilometres from the Gaza Strip. The longest such operation to date had been 185 kilometres in June 2025, she said.

Israel's foreign ministry dismissed the initiative as a "condom flotilla" after prophylactics were found in a previous convoy, adding that more than 20 of the ships were "now making their way peacefully to Israel".

Scola said her ship had been carrying school supplies and food.

The flotilla set sail in recent weeks from Marseille in France, Barcelona in Spain and Syracuse in Italy.

Overnight from Wednesday to Thursday, the flotilla said its boats had been "illegally surrounded" by Israeli vessels.

'Lasers and assault weapons'

"Our boats were approached by military speedboats, self-identified as 'Israel', pointing lasers and semi-automatic assault weapons ordering participants to the front of the boats and to get on their hands and knees," the organisation had said.

"Boat communications are being jammed and a SOS was issued."

A Greek coastguard source told AFP it had responded to a distress signal from the flotilla, but once its patrol boat reached the area it was told that no assistance was required.

In the summer and autumn of 2025, a first voyage by the Global Sumud Flotilla across the Mediterranean towards Gaza drew worldwide attention.

The boats in that flotilla were intercepted by Israel off the coasts of Egypt and the Gaza Strip in early October.

The Israeli operation, described as illegal by the organisers and by Amnesty International, drew international condemnation.

Crew members, including Swedish activist Greta Thunberg, were arrested and then expelled by Israel.

Israel controls all entry points to Gaza. It has been accused by the United Nations and foreign NGOs of strangling the flow of goods into the territory, causing shortages since the start of the war in October 2023.

The Gaza Strip, governed by Hamas, has been under an Israeli blockade since 2007.

The war triggered by the Palestinian movement's attack on Israel has led to severe shortages of food, water, medicine and fuel.

A fragile ceasefire was reached last October after two years of devastating conflict.

Hamas's October 2023 attack killed 1,221 people, mostly civilians, according to official Israeli figures compiled by AFP.

Israeli military operations carried out in retaliation have killed more than 72,000 people in the Palestinian territory, also mostly civilians, according to the Gaza health ministry.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3247244/gaza-flotilla-team-says-211-activists-kidnapped-by-israel



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Thailand upbeat about Youth Olympics 2030								

								International Olympic Committee to announce host country next month
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																Thai officials have expressed confidence in the country's readiness to host the 2030 Youth Olympic Games, following a three-day inspection visit by an International Olympic Committee (IOC) team this week.
The bidding process has now entered a decisive stage, with the host country to be announced at the IOC General Assembly in Lausanne, Switzerland on June 25.

Thailand (Bangkok-Chon Buri) is competing with Chile (Santiago) and Paraguay (Asuncion) to host the fifth edition of the multi-sport summer event for athletes aged 15 to 18 years old. 

Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul said Thailand's bid reflects a broader ambition to position the country as a global hub for sport and youth development.

He cited the country's strong track record in hosting international events and the strength of coordination across government, the private sector and civil society.

Dr Meechai Inwood, deputy governor of the Sports Authority of Thailand, said venue inspections in Bangkok and Chon Buri this week had demonstrated the country's capability to deliver a modern, multi-sport event, supported by systems ranging from transport and security to medical services and technology.

He added that strong cross-sector collaboration would be key to delivering the Games to international standards while creating long-term benefits for the economy and the development of Thai sport.

Pimol Srivikorn, president of the National Olympic Committee of Thailand, said the visit marked an important milestone, with Thailand ready across all key areas including venues, logistics, accommodation and workforce planning.

All stakeholders, officials said, are aligned in their commitment to deliver a youth-focused Games in line with IOC standards, expressing confidence that Thailand can stage an event that meets global expectations while leaving a lasting legacy.

Khunying Patama Leeswadtrakul, Thailand's IOC member and president of the Badminton World Federation, widely seen as a key driving force behind the country's Youth Olympics 2030 bid, was unable to join the visit as she is attending the Thomas & Uber Cup badminton finals in Denmark, but she was closely following developments throughout the visit by the IOC team.

The first summer version of the Youth Olympic Games was held in Singapore in 2010 and the first winter version took place in Austria in 2012. The 2026 Summer Youth Olympics will be held in Dakar, Senegal from Oct 31 to Nov 13.
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									Exposed: How Chinese scammers register 'Thai' children								

								Authorities say Thai men being hired to register marriages with Chinese men's wives
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Police and officials of the Department of Provincial Administration arrest suspects in the marriage registration case. Photo from the department's Facebook page]
											
																							
													Police and officials of the Department of Provincial Administration arrest suspects in the marriage registration case. Photo from the department's Facebook page												

																					

									

																Chinese scammers have been hiring Thai men to register marriages with their Chinese wives so that their Chinese-born children can obtain Thai citizenship, according to the Department of Provincial Administration.
The department made the revelation on Thursday, a day after the arrest in Bangkok of six people -- one of them a district official in Thon Buri -- in connection with fraudulent civil registration documents. A similar scam was uncovered in Nakhon Ratchasima just a few days earlier, and authorities believe more discoveries are pending.

Writing on the department's Facebook page on Thursday, officials said the practice was first discovered following the arrest of Chen Yon Lai in April 2024. The Chinese national was suspected of laundering about 70 billion baht for call scam centres in the region.

According to the department, money was transferred through many mule accounts to a Chinese woman believed to be Mr Chen's wife. The woman had three children who surprisingly had Thai nationality.

When Mr Chen, now 54, was arrested at a luxury house in Bangkok, he held a five-year visa as he was a Thailand Privilege Card holder. The card was issued by Thailand Privilege Card Co supervised by the Tourism Authority of Thailand.

Further investigation revealed that a Thai man was hired to "marry" the woman so that the children received Thai citizenship.

Officials found that other Chinese men in the same network hired Thai men to register marriages with their Chinese wives for the same purpose.

Investigators have found at least five cases of such fraudulent marriage registrations and Thai citizenship acquisition for Chinese children. Some private organisations, with help from corrupt government officials, were said to facilitate the arrangements.

People who receive Thai citizenship have rights to possess property, do business and travel to and from Thailand conveniently.

"They could be used to launder money, be nominees holding properties for others and expand transnational criminal networks which greatly threaten national order and security," the department said in its Facebook post.

In addition to the Thon Buri official mentioned earlier, police on Wednesday arrested two Chinese people and three Thai men who had been hired for fake marriages. Officials are now searching for other wrongdoers, the department said.
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									Court to rule on conscription law challenge on May 12								

								Activist Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal says outcome matters for future generations
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																The Constitutional Court will rule on May 12 on whether Thailand's decades-old military conscription law violates constitutional rights, in a closely watched case involving activist Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal.
The court has sufficient evidence to reach a decision and has therefore ended its hearings, the Office of the Constitutional Court said in a statement on Thursday. The oral ruling will be announced at 1pm on May 12.

Mr Netiwit, 29, is accused of evading compulsory military service after staging an act of civil disobedience by refusing to participate in the annual draft in 2024. His case has become a focal point in the long-running debate over whether Thailand should abolish mandatory conscription.

On Thursday the political activist posted a brief message on his Facebook page, saying: "For the benefit of future generations, whatever happens, happens."

Legal argument

The case stems from a petition submitted by Mr Netiwit through the Samut Prakan Provincial Court, which asked the Constitutional Court to rule on whether the Military Service Act of 1954 breaches the constitution.

Under the legislation, all Thais who reach the age of 21 are required to register for the military draft. Those who do not volunteer must take part in the ballot.

The petition seeks a ruling on whether Sections 27 and 45 of the law -- which require Thai men aged 18 and above to report for military selection and prescribe penalties for those who fail to do so -- violate Section 26 of the constitution on restrictions of rights and freedoms, and Section 31 on freedom of religion and belief.

Mr Netiwit has argued that mandatory conscription infringes on fundamental rights, is discriminatory and fails to ensure equality among citizens.

He has maintained since the 2014 coup that military service should be voluntary and that individuals should be free to decide whether to enlist without coercion

Civil disobedience, legal fallout

On April 5, 2024, Mr Netiwit travelled to a conscription centre at Bang Pu municipality in Samut Prakan, where he read a statement declaring civil disobedience and refused to take part in the draft.

He later acknowledged that he was prepared to face legal consequences for his actions and said he would challenge the law through the justice system.

That same year, he was formally charged under Section 45 of the Military Service Act with evading conscription. He reported to police at the Bang Pu station and denied the charge during questioning.

In mid-2025, prosecutors indicted Mr Netiwit before the Samut Prakan Provincial Court. He was released on bail without being required to provide a surety.

Case status

Proceedings in the trial court have already concluded. On Sept 11, 2025, the court completed its witness examination and forwarded Mr Netiwit's constitutional petition to the Constitutional Court for a decisive interpretation.

The Constitutional Court's ruling is expected to have significant implications for Thailand's conscription system, particularly as debate continues over whether compulsory military service should be reformed or abolished.

The current government, as well as the army, have acknowledged that voluntary enlistment should be promoted. The army said it was encouraged by the fact that voluntary enlistment this year was up 22% from a year earlier.


	Commentary: Rebel with a cause Netiwit riles 'adults'
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									From surplus to strain: world rice supply under threat								

								Higher fertiliser and fuel costs  prompt rice farmers across Asia to cut inputs
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																Rice supply is expected to fall this year as farmers cut  planting acreage across Asia because of fertiliser shortages and soaring fuel costs from the Iran war, with an emerging El Nino also set to squeeze output of the world's most consumed staple.
Rice is central to global food security, and even modest supply disruptions can ripple through countries, lifting prices and straining household budgets, particularly among price-sensitive consumers in Asia and Africa.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in April forecast rice output would expand by 2% to a record high in 2025-26.

The effects of the Iran war are impacting farmers in top exporters Thailand and  Vietnam as well as the import-reliant Philippines and Indonesia, growers [?]and traders said. The war has cut fuel and fertiliser flows through the Strait of Hormuz, a key chokepoint that connects the Gulf to global markets.

Southeast Asia's farmers, most of them smallholders, also face mounting stress as the El Nino weather phenomenon is set to usher in hotter, drier conditions for the region in the second half of the year.

"Farmers have already started planting rice in some countries and are using fewer inputs because prices have gone up," said Maximo Torero, chief economist at the FAO.

"We are going to see a tighter global supply situation in the second half of the year and early next year."

In 2008, export curbs by key suppliers more than doubled prices to about $1,000 a tonne, triggering unrest in several countries. More recently, supply tightness in 2022 [?]to 2023, exacerbated by India's export restrictions, lifted prices and prompted panic buying. (Story continues below)

[image: Rice farmers work in a field in Suphan Buri province. (Photo: Pongpat Wongyala)]
Rice farmers work in a field in Suphan Buri province. (Photo: Pongpat Wongyala)



Supply-chain disruption

Rice shipments are already facing supply-chain bottlenecks.

"Logistics have become a nightmare, especially in Asia as there is shortage of polypropylene bags, limited truck availability to move rice to ports and shipping itself has been disrupted," said a Singapore-based trader at a top global rice merchant, who asked to remain unidentified as they are not authorised to speak to media.

While fertiliser shortages and dryness are already curbing yields of smaller crops being harvested in Southeast Asia, the next crop will likely face a bigger reduction.

India, Thailand and the Philippines  plant their main crops in June and July, while Vietnam and Indonesia are now sowing their second-season crops.

Most Asian producers grow two or three rice crops a year.

Farmers cut planting

Sripai Kaew-Eam, a 60-year-old farmer in Chai Nat province, 150km north of Bangkok, said high fertiliser and fuel prices have  pushed production costs to about 6,000 baht per rai, from around 4,500 to 5,000 baht for the previous crop, while the price she receives for the unhusked rice she harvests is about 6,200 baht per tonne.

Fertiliser prices have risen to 1,000 to 1,200 baht per bag, from 850 baht, forcing  her to [?]cut her use by half.

"Fertiliser prices are high, fuel prices are high," she said.

The Philippines, the world's biggest rice importer, faces a similar situation.

"Some farmers are now saying they may not plant or will reduce fertiliser use, which would inevitably cut production," said Arze Glipo, executive director [?]of the Integrated Rural Development Foundation.

The country's output could fall by as much as 6 million tonnes from its typical 19 million to 20 million.

"That would leave the Philippines in a precarious position, as imports are also uncertain due to export restrictions, making it extremely difficult to cover any production shortfall," Glipo said.

In Indonesia, fertiliser supply is not a constraint but the El Nino is expected to curb output.

Indonesia's statistics bureau estimates the rice harvest area in [?]the March to May period will shrink by 10.6% to 3.85 million hectares (9.5 million acres), while unhusked rice production will drop 11.12% to 20.68 million  tonnes.

Despite the supply worries, the world has ample rice inventories following years of bumper output, with India, the world's biggest exporter, holding a record 42 million tonnes or about one-fifth of global stockpiles, according to US Department of Agriculture data, cushioning any drop in global production.

Most rice grade prices are currently steady but will likely rise even if the Hormuz situation were resolved immediately, the FAO's Torero said.

Opening the strait soon would avoid a major supply issue but "if we don't reopen this in the [?]next two to three weeks, the situation is going to get pretty serious," he  said.
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									Thai police bust B5-billion gambling payment platform								

								28 arrests made in connection with illegal business that served 600 gambling websites
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																Thai police have arrested 28 people in connection with an illegal payment platform that they say handled 5 billion baht a month for about 600 gambling websites.
The suspects were arrested at three locations in Chiang Mai and at Suvarnabhumi airport for allegedly being involved in the operation of the Jaijaipay payment platform, which is not licensed by the Bank of Thailand, said Pol Maj Gen Chanannat Santhawanpaet, commander of the Technology Crime Suppression Division.

He said the payment platform was linked with numerous mule accounts that were used to receive bets and pay winnings. The money was transformed through complicated methods into both cash and cryptocurrencies.

Detectives found out that the platform processed an estimated 5 billion baht a month for about 600 gambling websites including www.muaypakyok.one.

Among the arrested suspects was a cryptocurrency influencer who allegedly developed the platform. Identified only as Worachart, he was arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport.

In the raids, police also seized suspects' assets worth about 31 million baht in total. They included cash, ornaments and luxury cars.

[image: Some suspects were arrested at a location in Chiang Mai. Photo supplied]
Some suspects were arrested at a location in Chiang Mai. (Photo supplied)


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3247109/thai-police-bust-b5billion-gambling-payment-platform



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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																LONDON - The UK government on Thursday announced an extra PS25 million ($33 million) for security outside synagogues and schools, a day after two Jews were stabbed in the latest attack on the community.
Two men were knifed in the street in broad daylight in Golders Green in north London on Wednesday.

There have been arson attacks on synagogues and other Jewish sites in the area and a deadly attack in which two people died at a synagogue in Manchester last year.

"People have a sense of deep insecurity... and that is why the government is bringing forward investment, an additional PS25 million to invest in the security of our Jewish community," Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood told Sky News.

"That will pay for more protective security for our Jewish synagogues, schools, places of worship, community centres," she added.

A 45-year-old man, a British national who was born in Somalia and came to the UK as a child, remains in custody following the stabbings.

The victims -- aged 76 and 34 -- were in a stable condition in hospital.

Rabbi Ben Kurzer, of the Golders Green Synagogue, called on the government to do more to protect Britain's Jews.

"There is definitely not a significant police presence on a regular basis in these areas. We have little bits here and there, but most of the security that we're seeing is private," he told BBC Radio.

'Cumulative impact'

A little-known group believed to be linked to Iran, and which has claimed responsibility for the London arson attacks, said one of its "lone wolves" was behind the stabbings, the SITE Intelligence Group reported.

Harakat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamiya (HAYI) -- meaning The Islamic Movement of the People of the Right Hand -- made the uncorroborated claim in a video posted online, according to SITE.

Mahmood said the government would legislate to deal with "a gap in the law when it comes to organisations that may be linked to hostile states" and their proxies.

The government would be "fast tracking that legislation in the coming weeks", she said.

Kurzer also urged ministers to take action on pro-Palestine marches which he said were fuelling the attacks.

"I think they are hate marchers... We all believe in free speech, but there's obviously a limit to free speech when it's leading to events such as we had yesterday," he said.

Last year the government of Labour Prime Minister Keir Starmer announced it would give police greater powers to restrict protests.

They were aimed at allowing police to take into account the "cumulative impact" of frequent protests.

Monitoring groups have reported a surge in antisemitic and Islamophobic incidents in Britain, particularly since the start of the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.
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									Iran defies US blockade as oil soars past $125								

								Pentagon says blockade has prevented Tehran from selling $6 billion worth of oil
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																TEHRAN - Iran warned the United States on Thursday that its naval blockade was doomed to fail, after President Donald Trump signalled it could be enforced for months to come, in a confrontation wreaking havoc on global energy markets.
Oil prices soared to a four-year high, with Brent crude for June delivery up 7.1% to more than $126 a barrel, and Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian responded with a warning that the action would only further destabilise the region.

The United States imposed a blockade on Iran's ports, while the Islamic republic has maintained its stranglehold over the strategic Strait of Hormuz since the start of the Middle East war in February.

"Any attempt to impose a maritime blockade or restrictions is contrary to international law... and is doomed to fail," Pezeshkian said, in a statement that warned the blockade that began on April 13 would be "a disruption to lasting stability in the Persian Gulf".

Trump is expected to receive a briefing on Thursday on new plans for potential military action in Iran from Admiral Brad Cooper, the head of US Central Command, two sources with knowledge of US planning told news platform Axios.

This week Trump has reportedly told oil executives and national security officials to prepare for a long US blockade designed to force Tehran to surrender its nuclear programme, and, speaking to Axios, said: "They are choking like a stuffed pig. And it is going to be worse for them."

The US Central Command said on Wednesday in a social media post that it had reached a "significant milestone after successfully redirecting the 42nd commercial vessel attempting to violate the blockade".

It said there are "41 tankers with 69 million barrels of oil that the Iranian regime can't sell", estimating the value at more than $6 billion.

Trump faces domestic political pressure to end the war, which is unpopular even with much of his base, has increased costs for American consumers and has unnerved US allies.

Iran's economy is also suffering and the rial has fallen to historic lows against the dollar.

Iran has sought to extract a price for being attacked by exerting control over the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow waterway through which about one-fifth of global oil typically transits.

'The issue is always nuclear'

Top US officials, including Vice President JD Vance, twice turned back last week from trips to Pakistan to negotiate with Iran.

US officials contend they do not know who is speaking for Iran, whether it is the hardline and increasingly empowered Revolutionary Guards or diplomats, after Israeli strikes killed a series of top leaders.

Tehran residents speaking to AFP journalists in Paris reported a sense of despair.

"Every time in recent years that negotiations have taken place, the economic situation of the people has only gotten worse. Sanctions have either started or intensified," a 52-year-old architect told AFP, speaking on condition of anonymity.

"The issue is always nuclear. There's no talk about people, the economy or freedom. People have the right to not even want to hear the word 'negotiation'," he said.

'Collapse'

Iran proposed easing its chokehold over the Strait of Hormuz if Washington lifts its blockade and broader negotiations take place.

But the Trump administration has insisted that Iran's nuclear programme be on the table.

Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, who has emerged as a key figure since the start of the war, said Wednesday the US naval blockade of the country aimed to create division and "make us collapse from within".

Violence has continued on the war's Lebanese front, despite a recently extended ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, the Iran-backed armed group that drew Lebanon into the war by firing rockets at Israel. Israel responded with strikes and a ground invasion.

For the first time since the ceasefire began, the Lebanese army said on Tuesday that an Israeli strike had targeted its troops, wounding two soldiers in the south. Another strike on Wednesday killed a Lebanese soldier, it said.

"Israel must finally realise that the only path to security is through negotiations, but it must first fully implement the ceasefire in order to move on to negotiations," Lebanese President Joseph Aoun said.

A UN-backed report said Wednesday more than 1.2 million people in Lebanon were expected to face acute hunger due to the latest war.
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									Exposed: How Chinese scammers register 'Thai' children								

								Authorities say Thai men being hired to register marriages with Chinese men's wives
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																Chinese scammers have been hiring Thai men to register marriages with their Chinese wives so that their Chinese-born children can obtain Thai citizenship, according to the Department of Provincial Administration.
The department made the revelation on Thursday, a day after the arrest in Bangkok of six people -- one of them a district official in Thon Buri -- in connection with fraudulent civil registration documents. A similar scam was uncovered in Nakhon Ratchasima just a few days earlier, and authorities believe more discoveries are pending.

Writing on the department's Facebook page on Thursday, officials said the practice was first discovered following the arrest of Chen Yon Lai in April 2024. The Chinese national was suspected of laundering about 70 billion baht for call scam centres in the region.

According to the department, money was transferred through many mule accounts to a Chinese woman believed to be Mr Chen's wife. The woman had three children who surprisingly had Thai nationality.

When Mr Chen, now 54, was arrested at a luxury house in Bangkok, he held a five-year visa as he was a Thailand Privilege Card holder. The card was issued by Thailand Privilege Card Co supervised by the Tourism Authority of Thailand.

Further investigation revealed that a Thai man was hired to "marry" the woman so that the children received Thai citizenship.

Officials found that other Chinese men in the same network hired Thai men to register marriages with their Chinese wives for the same purpose.

Investigators have found at least five cases of such fraudulent marriage registrations and Thai citizenship acquisition for Chinese children. Some private organisations, with help from corrupt government officials, were said to facilitate the arrangements.

People who receive Thai citizenship have rights to possess property, do business and travel to and from Thailand conveniently.

"They could be used to launder money, be nominees holding properties for others and expand transnational criminal networks which greatly threaten national order and security," the department said in its Facebook post.

In addition to the Thon Buri official mentioned earlier, police on Wednesday arrested two Chinese people and three Thai men who had been hired for fake marriages. Officials are now searching for other wrongdoers, the department said.
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									Court to rule on conscription law challenge on May 12								

								Activist Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal says outcome matters for future generations
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																The Constitutional Court will rule on May 12 on whether Thailand's decades-old military conscription law violates constitutional rights, in a closely watched case involving activist Netiwit Chotiphatphaisal.
The court has sufficient evidence to reach a decision and has therefore ended its hearings, the Office of the Constitutional Court said in a statement on Thursday. The oral ruling will be announced at 1pm on May 12.

Mr Netiwit, 29, is accused of evading compulsory military service after staging an act of civil disobedience by refusing to participate in the annual draft in 2024. His case has become a focal point in the long-running debate over whether Thailand should abolish mandatory conscription.

On Thursday the political activist posted a brief message on his Facebook page, saying: "For the benefit of future generations, whatever happens, happens."

Legal argument

The case stems from a petition submitted by Mr Netiwit through the Samut Prakan Provincial Court, which asked the Constitutional Court to rule on whether the Military Service Act of 1954 breaches the constitution.

Under the legislation, all Thais who reach the age of 21 are required to register for the military draft. Those who do not volunteer must take part in the ballot.

The petition seeks a ruling on whether Sections 27 and 45 of the law -- which require Thai men aged 18 and above to report for military selection and prescribe penalties for those who fail to do so -- violate Section 26 of the constitution on restrictions of rights and freedoms, and Section 31 on freedom of religion and belief.

Mr Netiwit has argued that mandatory conscription infringes on fundamental rights, is discriminatory and fails to ensure equality among citizens.

He has maintained since the 2014 coup that military service should be voluntary and that individuals should be free to decide whether to enlist without coercion

Civil disobedience, legal fallout

On April 5, 2024, Mr Netiwit travelled to a conscription centre at Bang Pu municipality in Samut Prakan, where he read a statement declaring civil disobedience and refused to take part in the draft.

He later acknowledged that he was prepared to face legal consequences for his actions and said he would challenge the law through the justice system.

That same year, he was formally charged under Section 45 of the Military Service Act with evading conscription. He reported to police at the Bang Pu station and denied the charge during questioning.

In mid-2025, prosecutors indicted Mr Netiwit before the Samut Prakan Provincial Court. He was released on bail without being required to provide a surety.

Case status

Proceedings in the trial court have already concluded. On Sept 11, 2025, the court completed its witness examination and forwarded Mr Netiwit's constitutional petition to the Constitutional Court for a decisive interpretation.

The Constitutional Court's ruling is expected to have significant implications for Thailand's conscription system, particularly as debate continues over whether compulsory military service should be reformed or abolished.

The current government, as well as the army, have acknowledged that voluntary enlistment should be promoted. The army said it was encouraged by the fact that voluntary enlistment this year was up 22% from a year earlier.


	Commentary: Rebel with a cause Netiwit riles 'adults'
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									Chanel sets toes free this summer

									The puzzling architecture of Matthieu Blazy's barely-there sandal
								

									Matthieu Blazy's new creative direction for the house of Chanel blows away the entire sandal, leaving only a short, flat heel tied to the ankle.
									The sandal rapidly became a sensation online after the fashion show as the shoe only -- and barely -- supports the ankle, leaving the rest of the foot moving out and about with zero support.

As the shoe debuted as part of Chanel's 2026/27 Cruise show, it makes perfect sense that the "soleless" sandal is made for walking the summer beaches. Nonetheless, many commenters wondered about its suitability for walking anywhere else. 

[image: (Photo: Chanel)]
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Given that feet would inevitably get dirty wearing these shoes, wouldn't the sense of luxury associated with Chanel be lost in translation?

The 2026/27 Cruise collection was unveiled in Biarritz, France, at Gabrielle Chanel's couture house, Villa de Larralde, on April 28. The star-studded front row included house ambassadors like Nicole Kidman and A$AP Rocky in full Chanel attire. 

[image: (Photo: Chanel)]
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A$AP Rocky's bag also caught the eyes of many fashion fans online. The pink Cha nel item, gifted by Blazy himself, features a pair of tiny pink ballerina slippers dangling from the chain.

"I'm going to give these to my daughter," the rapper explained, gesturing that the charm plays a certain homage to his role as a father away from the stage. 

[image: (Photo: Vincent West, Reuters)]
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Blazy's fifth show at the house of Chanel lived up to his reputation for whimsical designs that have been shocking the runways and feeds of collectors since Day 1. Check out the designer's Chanel Couture debut here.
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									From surplus to strain: world rice supply under threat								

								Higher fertiliser and fuel costs  prompt rice farmers across Asia to cut inputs
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																Rice supply is expected to fall this year as farmers cut  planting acreage across Asia because of fertiliser shortages and soaring fuel costs from the Iran war, with an emerging El Nino also set to squeeze output of the world's most consumed staple.
Rice is central to global food security, and even modest supply disruptions can ripple through countries, lifting prices and straining household budgets, particularly among price-sensitive consumers in Asia and Africa.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in April forecast rice output would expand by 2% to a record high in 2025-26.

The effects of the Iran war are impacting farmers in top exporters Thailand and  Vietnam as well as the import-reliant Philippines and Indonesia, growers [?]and traders said. The war has cut fuel and fertiliser flows through the Strait of Hormuz, a key chokepoint that connects the Gulf to global markets.

Southeast Asia's farmers, most of them smallholders, also face mounting stress as the El Nino weather phenomenon is set to usher in hotter, drier conditions for the region in the second half of the year.

"Farmers have already started planting rice in some countries and are using fewer inputs because prices have gone up," said Maximo Torero, chief economist at the FAO.

"We are going to see a tighter global supply situation in the second half of the year and early next year."

In 2008, export curbs by key suppliers more than doubled prices to about $1,000 a tonne, triggering unrest in several countries. More recently, supply tightness in 2022 [?]to 2023, exacerbated by India's export restrictions, lifted prices and prompted panic buying. (Story continues below)
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Supply-chain disruption

Rice shipments are already facing supply-chain bottlenecks.

"Logistics have become a nightmare, especially in Asia as there is shortage of polypropylene bags, limited truck availability to move rice to ports and shipping itself has been disrupted," said a Singapore-based trader at a top global rice merchant, who asked to remain unidentified as they are not authorised to speak to media.

While fertiliser shortages and dryness are already curbing yields of smaller crops being harvested in Southeast Asia, the next crop will likely face a bigger reduction.

India, Thailand and the Philippines  plant their main crops in June and July, while Vietnam and Indonesia are now sowing their second-season crops.

Most Asian producers grow two or three rice crops a year.

Farmers cut planting

Sripai Kaew-Eam, a 60-year-old farmer in Chai Nat province, 150km north of Bangkok, said high fertiliser and fuel prices have  pushed production costs to about 6,000 baht per rai, from around 4,500 to 5,000 baht for the previous crop, while the price she receives for the unhusked rice she harvests is about 6,200 baht per tonne.

Fertiliser prices have risen to 1,000 to 1,200 baht per bag, from 850 baht, forcing  her to [?]cut her use by half.

"Fertiliser prices are high, fuel prices are high," she said.

The Philippines, the world's biggest rice importer, faces a similar situation.

"Some farmers are now saying they may not plant or will reduce fertiliser use, which would inevitably cut production," said Arze Glipo, executive director [?]of the Integrated Rural Development Foundation.

The country's output could fall by as much as 6 million tonnes from its typical 19 million to 20 million.

"That would leave the Philippines in a precarious position, as imports are also uncertain due to export restrictions, making it extremely difficult to cover any production shortfall," Glipo said.

In Indonesia, fertiliser supply is not a constraint but the El Nino is expected to curb output.

Indonesia's statistics bureau estimates the rice harvest area in [?]the March to May period will shrink by 10.6% to 3.85 million hectares (9.5 million acres), while unhusked rice production will drop 11.12% to 20.68 million  tonnes.

Despite the supply worries, the world has ample rice inventories following years of bumper output, with India, the world's biggest exporter, holding a record 42 million tonnes or about one-fifth of global stockpiles, according to US Department of Agriculture data, cushioning any drop in global production.

Most rice grade prices are currently steady but will likely rise even if the Hormuz situation were resolved immediately, the FAO's Torero said.

Opening the strait soon would avoid a major supply issue but "if we don't reopen this in the [?]next two to three weeks, the situation is going to get pretty serious," he  said.
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									Three-airport rail deal 'won't be changed'								

								Government gives CP-led consortium an opening to walk away from long-delayed project
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: An artist's rendering of the high-speed rail project linking Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-tapao airports, shows a station at a proposed Phase 2 extension to Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat. The first phase is six years behind schedule. (Photo: Jakkrit Weawkraihong)]
											
																							
													An artist's rendering of the high-speed rail project linking Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-tapao airports, shows a station at a proposed Phase 2 extension to Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat. The first phase is six years behind schedule. (Photo: Jakkrit Weawkraihong)												

																					

									

																Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has reaffirmed that the government will not amend the concession agreement for a high-speed rail line linking three airports, saying a legal pathway exists for the developer to walk away if it cannot proceed under the original terms.
Asia Era One, a consortium led by the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group, was awarded the concession for the 225-billion-baht project linking Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi and U-tapao airports in 2019. It has yet to break ground. 

The key point of contention is the consortium's proposal to change the state subsidy payment structure. It has sought phased payments based on construction progress, instead of the original terms requiring full completion within five years before the government repays the subsidy over a 10-year period.

Mr Phiphat said the government would "adhere only to the original contract", stressing the need to safeguard fiscal discipline and state interests.

Exit plan

However, in a bid to prevent further prolonged delays, he said Ministry of Finance regulations allow a private contractor to cancel a state contract without being deemed to have abandoned the project if external factors -- such as oil price impacts -- make continuation impossible, provided construction has not yet begun.

The CP-led consortium has not yet given a formal response.

Mr Phiphat noted that the government is considering proposals for large-scale developments capable of attracting travel to the eastern provinces, such as a world-class theme park and a major sports complex. He has been the main driver behind a campaign to bring Disneyland to the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC).

These ideas would allow the private sector to reassess the project's commercial viability. If CP and its partners conclude that the project is financially unworkable, they would still have the right to withdraw, he said.

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) and the EEC policy committee plan a meeting with the consortium this month to determine the project's direction. If the contract is terminated, the SRT would be required to launch a new bidding process as quickly as possible.

Decade of delays

Anan Phonimdaeng, the acting SRT governor, said the cabinet has made it clear that it will not accept any contract changes proposed by the private sector and has ordered adherence to the original agreement.

He warned that if the contract is cancelled and a new bid is required, the project -- already six years behind schedule -- could be delayed by a further eight to 10 years. A new procurement process would take two to three years, followed by around six years of construction.

Mr Anan added that reopening talks with the second winning bidder is virtually impossible, as bid guarantees and price validity periods expired long ago, meaning the entire process would have to restart from square one.

The original contract with Asia Era One in 2019 included a concession agreement to operate the Airport Rail Link.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, declining passenger numbers on the Airport Rail Link prompted Asia Era One to request compensation. The cabinet of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha approved a revision of the contract in 2021.

But even after the pandemic, little progress was made, due in large part to delays in expropriating and transferring land needed to build the rail line.
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									Cyanide serial killer gets another life sentence								

								'Aem Cyanide' still facing trial for several more fatal poisonings
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																The Criminal Court on Thursday handed another life sentence to serial killer Sararat "Aem Cyanide" Rangsiwuthaporn for fatally poisoning a policewoman in Khon Kaen province.
The court found Sararat, 39, guilty of mixing potassium cyanide into a meal and beverage consumed by Pol Capt Sukanda Wimolman on Aug 9, 2022.

Judges handed down the death penalty but commuted it to life imprisonment as the defendant gave useful testimony during her trial.

The latest sentence is in addition to a death sentence and a life imprisonment term that the convict received earlier for the deaths of other victims.

The killing spree carried out by Sararat shocked the nation and led to intensified scrutiny of toxic chemical controls. Police found 15 people had been poisoned in seven provinces between 2015 and 2023. Only one survived. Three cases have now been concluded but several more are pending.

Investigators said money motivated the poisonings as all the killings were for the purpose of clearing debts. The victims had been with Sararat just hours before they died.

The case first came to light after the death of Siriporn Khanwong in Ratchaburi province on April 14, 2023. Sararat and Siriporn were friends.

Siriporn collapsed and died beside the Mae Klong River in Ban Pong district, where the two women had gone to release fish for merit-making. Cyanide was found in the victim's body. Sararat did not come to her rescue when Siriporn collapsed. Instead, she drove away with the victim's belongings and cash.

Sararat, the wife of a high-level police officer, was four months pregnant when she was arrested on April 25, 2023.

She was given a death sentence for the murder of Siriporn. She received life imprisonment for poisoning another police officer with cyanide in Nakhon Pathom province.
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									Opposition presses cabinet to endorse Clean Air Bill								

								Government urged to prioritise public health as deadline for bill's approval looms
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																The opposition has urged the cabinet to pass a resolution endorsing the Clean Air Bill at its meeting on May 5, urging the government to prioritise public health rather than waiting until the crisis worsens.
Parit Wacharasindhu, a People's Party MP, issued the plea on Thursday after receiving a petition from a network of civic groups advocating clean air.

He said the opposition was ready to make full use of parliamentary mechanisms to ensure the Clean Air Bill left over from the previous parliament could proceed and be enforced.

Mr Parit said there are two key steps required to move the bill forward. First, the cabinet must pass a resolution confirming the bill before May 12, which marks 60 days after the first sitting of the current House.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul is on record as saying that he would only back the version of the bill drafted by his Bhumjaithai Party. That has led to disappointment among civic groups, who contributed to a multi-party draft version that provides for more stringent penalties against polluters.

Mr Parit said the opposition would closely monitor the cabinet's decision, which is expected at its meeting on May 5.

The opposition has also invited representatives from the Secretariat of the Cabinet to attend a parallel meeting with opposition whips on the same day.

Mr Parit said that if the cabinet endorses any version of the bill, the opposition is ready to support it.

However, if no resolution is issued on May 5, the opposition will demand an explanation, push for reconsideration and press for a decision before the May 12 deadline.

Once endorsed by the cabinet, the bill would proceed to a joint sitting of parliament, where 350 votes would be required. If government coalition parties support the bill, he said, securing sufficient votes should not be a problem.

Years of effort

Mr Parit expressed hope that the government would prioritise the health of Thai people, warning that failure to proceed would undermine years of collaborative efforts and disregard the 26,500 public signatures backing the legislation.

"Abandoning the bill would be like discarding years of work by all sectors and ignoring the voices of 26,500 citizens. We hope the government will not choose that path," said Mr Parit.

Karndee Leopairote, a Democrat Party list MP, said clean air was a critical issue that would not resolve itself without structural reform, improved technology and stricter controls on pollution at its source.

She said the opposition agreed the bill must move forward because air pollution is not merely an environmental issue, but a threat to human security, public health and long-term economic stability.

Earlier on Thursday, a network of civic groups submitted a petition to the House committee studying measures to tackle forest fires and monitor the PM2.5 fine-dust pollution crisis.

The petition was received by Pimpattara Wichaikul, a Bhumjaithai MP, in her capacity as committee chair.

A representative of the civic group said members were deeply concerned about the situation, describing air pollution as both a social crisis and a structural problem.

The representative said there were fears that the Clean Air Bill stalled in parliament would not be taken up again, despite the severe impact on vulnerable groups.

Ms Pimpattara said that, on behalf of the House committee and the House of Representatives, she was confident the Clean Air Bill was moving in a positive direction, adding that Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has stated that clean air is a fundamental right of the people.

Importantly, the bill has already made significant progress and does not need to start again from scratch, she said.

Asked whether the bill would meet the May 12 deadline, she replied: "I have spoken with all sides. This matter will definitely move forward."


	Editorial: Clean air reform stalls
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									Bangkok heat index in 'extreme danger' zone								

								Public urged to take extra precautions and avoid daytime outdoor activity if possible
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																The heat index in Bangkok on Thursday entered the "extreme danger" zone for the first time this season, with "feels like" temperatures higher than or equal to 52 degrees Celsius, City Hall has warned.
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) issued the warning at 7.30am, urging people to avoid outdoor activities during the daytime.

People in high-risk groups should take extra care of themselves, the BMA said.

They include young children aged up to 5 years old, the elderly aged 60 or older, pregnant women, patients with chronic diseases, individuals with obesity, people who consume alcohol, outdoor workers, those who exercise outdoors and tourists.

Official maximum temperatures in the capital on Thursday are forecast to range between 35C and 38C, with a 20% chance of thunderstorms in the area, according to the Meteorological Department.

The heat index factors in both the air temperature and relative humidity, and is considered a more suitable way to indicate the risk of heat-related health impacts than using only the maximum temperature.

Since April 1, the city's heat index had been in the "danger" zone, where the temperature the human body can actually feel ranged between 42C and 51.9C.

Two levels that are less harmful to health are caution, 27 to 32.9C, and warning, 33 to 41.9C.

Bangkok has introduced dozens of cooling centres citywide to beat the heat. Their locations can be found here.


	Commentary: 'Paris of the East' becomes a concrete oven
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									Tighter scrutiny for ride-hailing firms								
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																Authorities have asked ride-hailing platforms to strictly implement driver identity verification or they risk service suspension following a string of safety concerns and the discovery of driver identity theft.
The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry plans to revise all related laws to ensure punishment for those failing to comply with the regulations.

A video was posted on Facebook of a schoolgirl jumping off a moving motorcycle driven by a driver from the Bolt platform at a red-light intersection at Phetkasem Soi 81, allegedly because she was alarmed by the driver's behaviour.

The driver was alleged to have used the ID of another ride-hailing driver to provide the service.

The DES Ministry, the Department of Land Transport (DLT) and the Royal Thai Police held a press conference on the case on Wednesday with Bolt and vowed to step up legal pressure on ride-hailing platforms to address "insufficiently rigorous" driver screening processes.

DES permanent secretary Patchara Anuntasilpa said officials found some people were circumventing security protocols by using the credentials and identities of other drivers to pick up passengers.

The authorities acknowledged that current laws were designed for businesses to inform authorities of their business details, rather than focusing on imposing punishment. The law has limitations in penalising digital business models.

Sorapong Paitoonphong, director-general of the DLT, said there are roughly 19,000 ride-hailing drivers nationwide holding public driving licences, with half driving motorcycles and half driving cars.

According to the DLT, from 2022 to the present there were roughly 6,700 complaints about services, of which about one-third are allegedly related to Bolt.

Bolt is in the process of renewing its business licence with the DLT as its licence expires in mid-May.

During this time, the company must present information and confirm details of its improved safety measures with the department.

If the department finds the improvements are unsatisfactory, it may discuss with relevant agencies postponing the licence renewal.

Nathadon Suksiritarnan, general manager of Bolt Thailand, said its management is looking into the details of every incident to improve safety standards.

The company is also promoting its initiative to assist drivers in obtaining the correct public transport licences and legal registration.

To bolster passenger confidence, Bolt is integrating AI technology and enhanced safety features, including real-time tracking and direct emergency links to the police.

The company has banned around 40,000 drivers in the past due to their failure to comply with the related regulations.

STRICTER MEASURES

Chaichana Mitrpant, executive director of the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA), said the incident involving the schoolgirl jumping off the ride-hailing motorcycle has underscored the urgent need to intensify regulatory oversight to restore public confidence.

As the regulator of digital platforms, the ETDA has undertaken strict legal enforcement.

Mr Chaichana said the agency instructed platform providers to urgently ensure drivers are verified as the same individuals registered on the platform for every trip, preventing account impersonation, and enforcing the use of properly registered vehicles and licensed drivers.

Following the schoolgirl incident, the ETDA issued formal orders requiring Bolt to clarify the facts and implement immediate remedial actions.

These include suspending the accounts of drivers involved, notifying other platforms to prevent such drivers from migrating across systems, and expediting improvements to screening and identity verification systems to meet regulatory standards.

If authorities find any platform operators failing to comply with regulatory conditions, they may face orders to cease operations.
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									'Lee Cronin's The Mummy' is a strange title

									Lee who? Irish director hardly a household name worthy of vanity billing
								

									I find the title of the recent horror film "Lee Cronin's The Mummy" (2026) particularly weird. Lee Cronin is an emerging director. His 2023 "Evil Dead Rise" was a possessed horror tale that serves as a strong instalment to the Evil Dead franchise. Apart from that, the Irish filmmaker's filmography still lacks other notable works. So, it was a strange choice to see his name in front of a film.
									However, upon researching other film titles in a similar vein, this is more common than expected.

With the help of this list, there recently were Zack Snyder's Justice League (2021) and Guillermo del Toro's Pinocchio (2022). The former was to distinguish the director's cut version from the theatrically released Justice League (2017). The latter was for the same reason, with the mainstream Disney live-action Pinocchio (2022) that was released at the same period. Although del Toro was co-director.

There was also Francis Ford Coppola's film adaptation of Bram Stoker's novel Dracula called Bram Stoker's Dracula (1992), which might lead to some redundancy when referred to as "Francis Ford Coppola's 'Bram Stoker's Dracula'".

Tim Burton's The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) was more peculiar. Although it looks and feels like one, the film was not directed by Tim Burton but by Henry Selick. So why Tim Burton's? The truth is that the original idea was based on Burton's poem. He also helped develop the ideas, concepts, looks and feels of the film. However, he was not available to direct the film at the time and opted for Selick, who specialises in stop motion, to direct the film instead.

As for Cronin, his take on The Mummy was not the first time the Irish director has been involved with a big horror franchise. He made his debut with an original feature film, The Hole in the Ground (2019), before picking up the fifth instalment of the Evil Dead franchise (the second of the soft reboot attempts to make the franchise less comedic and more horror-focused). Evil Dead Rise (2023) was a commercial and critical success (with a title card that is instantly iconic).

						

							
						


In his third project, Cronin seemingly got his hands on The Mummy franchise, but not quite.

If you are familiar with the name The Mummy, you would probably think of the 1999 action adventure starring Brendan Fraser and Rachel Weisz. Or a more modern but forgettable one in 2017 that acts like another reboot of the franchise, this time starring Tom Cruise, which was supposed to be the launching of Universal's Dark Universe franchise but flopped hard, bringing down the film and the Dark Universe with it.

There was a rumour about why the new film bears the director's name. Reports are that the film was meant to be another instalment of the 1999 franchise but Universal backed out due to poor initial screenings, prompting the change in the title. It was said to have been named The Resurrected.

However, according to Variety, Cronin mentioned that Blumhouse Productions, the production company, had a talk with Universal but they already had their own thing. Also, the director mentioned that this was an idea from early in the development process: "They'd read the script and everybody knew what it was and just said, 'This movie has your fingerprints and DNA all over it. Why do you reckon if we did this?'" said Cronin. "And honestly, I was flattered, but I was also unsure. ... But it is a cool way of separating this movie from what's come before."

Thus was born Lee Cronin's The Mummy.

And after seeing it, the film is nothing similar to The Mummy we know. Instead of an action adventure, the film leans more toward a closed-space possession horror similar to the director's previous work.

The film contains some good scary moments but is cut short by its story and some head-scratching moments. (I refuse to believe that when a character was tortured on the second floor, nobody in the house could hear the screams and rush to help.) Moments like these chip away at the tension the film tries to build.

Surely, the film bears no connection to Fraser's or Cruise's versions. But it definitely is its own thing, as its name suggests.
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									Campaign launched to promote Thai fruit exports								
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																The Ministry of Commerce has launched an aggressive campaign to boost Thai fruit exports this year, aiming to raise export value by 5% to 179 billion baht while preventing oversupply during the peak harvest season from May to August.
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said on Thursday that the strategy combines domestic demand stimulation with overseas marketing to help stabilise prices and support farmers as large volumes of seasonal fruit, particularly eastern durian, begin entering the market from May through June.

She said recent durian sales via live-commerce platforms were part of a broader plan to create demand in advance and ensure orderly, continuous distribution, rather than waiting until supplies flood the market and prices fall.

"The proactive approach is intended to spread output ahead of time, reduce the risk of market congestion and help maintain price stability," Ms Suphajee said.

The ministry is also stepping up efforts to expand overseas sales channels. Among key events is Thaifex-Anuga Asia 2026, Southeast Asia's largest food trade fair, scheduled for May 26 to 30 at Impact Muang Thong Thani in Nonthaburi province.

The exhibition is expected to attract 3,300 exhibitors and more than 140,000 visitors from around the world.

Promotional campaigns under the Thai Tropical Fruits Golden Months programme will be held in seven major Chinese cities -- Shanghai, Xiamen, Nanning, Chengdu, Qingdao, Guangzhou and Kunming.

The campaign will also be expanded to emerging markets in western China, including Yinchuan, Yuxi and Urumqi, as well as several secondary cities.

Similar promotions are planned in department stores in South Korea, India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Online sales of fresh and processed fruit will also be conducted through Thaitrade.com and TOPTHAI via partner platforms, including Amazon in the United States, Tmall and PUPU in China, Rakuten in Japan, Letstango in the UAE, HKTVmall in Hong Kong and Bigbasket in India.
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									Maybank Securities paving the way for investment								

								National stability and foreign direct investment key to Thailand's growth potential
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Maybank Securities paving the way for investment]
											
																					

									

																Uncertainty has become a defining feature, shaping investment strategies aimed at sustaining long-term performance. While challenges are inevitable, Maybank Securities has provided guidance to help investors position their portfolios with carefully calibrated risk as they plan their next moves.


Thailand's market sentiment

Maybank's wholly owned investment banking arm has recalibrated its strategy in the post-Covid period and remains one of the few investment banks maintaining 50% increased profitability, supported by a diversified revenue base.

"The market is transitioning from uncertainty to stability. Maybank is moving from product-driven sales to advisory-based services," said Arapat Sangkharat, Chief Executive Officer of Maybank Securities. "Our strategic shift focuses on long-term growth rather than short-term measures. This supports stronger confidence and more sustainable development."
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The firm has implemented cost optimisation measures, diversified income streams and maintained a strong market position. It continues to lead in retail brokerage and margin lending, holding around a 20% market share with very low non-performing loan (NPL) levels.

Its advisory services have also evolved beyond a sole reliance on Thai equities, expanding into broader investment solutions. "We are seeing a significant wealth transition as clients begin passing assets to the next generation. At the same time, new clients are migrating from traditional banking channels, and we are well positioned to capture that opportunity," Mr Arapat noted.

In the first quarter of 2026, trading volume under Maybank Securities' wealth management segment rose by approximately more than 30% year-on-year, driven by both institutional and retail investors.

Market resilience

Since the 2023 Thai general election, uncertainty surrounding political and economic direction has weighed on investor confidence. Several risk indicators have reflected concerns over Thailand's outlook, including imbalances in public finances, a decline in tourist arrivals and slow progress in large-scale infrastructure projects.

[image: ]



At the "Revival of Stability" forum, hosted for institutional and high-net-worth clients, the Research team led by Chak Ruengsinpinya MD,Head of Research Maybank Securities Thailand highlighted the impact of global fund flows and index rebalancing--particularly MSCI adjustments--on capital movements in Thailand, alongside broader regional dynamics.

Foreign investment exposure to Thailand has declined over the past three to five years amid persistently negative sentiment, with some fund managers reducing Thai equity allocations to near-zero weightings--an unusually extreme stance.

Signs of recovery

Among institutional investors, 2026 has brought early signs of recovery. Board of Investment (BOI) applications have surged, with projected growth of 66% year-on-year, driven largely by data centre investments.
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Foreign direct investment (FDI) remains a key indicator of economic stability. While regional peers such as Singapore and Malaysia continue to lead, Thailand is regaining momentum, supported by rising public investment and public-private partnership (PPP) projects, particularly in the renewable energy sector.

According to Maybank Securities' research team, improved political stability and clearer economic direction are helping to rebuild confidence. Investors are beginning to observe more consistent policy execution and a stronger emphasis on long-term structural development rather than short-term stimulus.

There has also been a shift away from large-scale cash handouts that increase public debt without clear returns, towards investment-led growth strategies capable of generating multiplier effects over time.
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Despite public concern over energy prices, Maybank analysts view the government's oil price management strategy as a positive development. "Thailand has performed relatively well compared with regional peers in terms of oil price stabilisation. Without excessive subsidies, margins are expected to normalise over time," said Mr Chak.

He added that the impact is less severe than perceived, noting that Thailand's approach reflects fiscal discipline, while support from the government's Oil Fuel Fund helps maintain stability in energy reserves.

Other indicators include improved earnings in the petrochemical sector, although the healthcare sector has seen a decline due to fewer patients in the Middle East. Overall, however, the outlook remains better than expected.

Global uncertainties, including geopolitical tensions and oil price volatility, continue to pose risks, while attention is also turning to potential shifts in US trade policy under President Donald Trump.

Interest rate cuts are providing support for lending activity, although demand in Thailand remains relatively subdued compared with regional peers. Monetary policy adjustments are being implemented on a quarter-by-quarter basis, with rates remaining comparatively lower than in other markets.

Investment strategy

By year-end, Maybank Securities projects the SET Index could reach 1,500, supported by manageable energy disruptions and accelerated economic activity linked to fast-track investment initiatives.
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The firm has identified three key investment themes:


	Policy beneficiaries: WHA, AMATA, CK

	Post-war beneficiaries: GPSC, AOT, MINT

	Domestic resilience: TRUE, SPALI





[image: ]

Sector outlooks remain broadly positive for telecommunications, utilities, residential property, industrial estates, finance, tourism and energy. Neutral views are held on food and beverage, healthcare, life insurance, transportation, construction materials, banking and electronics. Petrochemicals and commerce are viewed less favourably.

A turning point

"Thailand has faced structural challenges, including high household debt and missed opportunities--such as failing to fully capture manufacturing shifts during global supply chain realignments," Mr Arapat said.

[image: Maybank Securities paving the way for investment]



"However, downturns often drive change. Many companies are restructuring, leadership is evolving, and there is a growing willingness to adapt." He added that ongoing geopolitical instability may position Thailand as a relatively stable and attractive destination.

Thailand is now entering a potentially significant phase for investors, supported by low valuations, improving sentiment and the early stages of structural reform. While risks remain, the broader trajectory suggests a market in transition. If this momentum can be sustained, the country could offer meaningful long-term upside.

Against this backdrop, Maybank Securities emphasises a disciplined yet forward-looking strategy--preparing for downside risks while positioning for favourable outcomes. A strong client focus remains central, supported by continuous engagement, personalised advice and transparent recommendations tailored to individual needs.

Regional expansion also plays a crucial role. With operations across ASEAN--including Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines--as well as broader international markets, the firm is well positioned to support clients seeking global diversification. Greater integration across these markets is expected to provide a significant competitive advantage over the next three to five years.

Having spent several years strengthening its people, systems and strategic direction, Maybank Securities is now poised to scale its operations and deliver more consistent performance as market conditions continue to improve.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3247025/maybank-securities-paving-the-way-for-investment



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Tighter scrutiny for ride-hailing firms								
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																Authorities have asked ride-hailing platforms to strictly implement driver identity verification or they risk service suspension following a string of safety concerns and the discovery of driver identity theft.
The Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry plans to revise all related laws to ensure punishment for those failing to comply with the regulations.

A video was posted on Facebook of a schoolgirl jumping off a moving motorcycle driven by a driver from the Bolt platform at a red-light intersection at Phetkasem Soi 81, allegedly because she was alarmed by the driver's behaviour.

The driver was alleged to have used the ID of another ride-hailing driver to provide the service.

The DES Ministry, the Department of Land Transport (DLT) and the Royal Thai Police held a press conference on the case on Wednesday with Bolt and vowed to step up legal pressure on ride-hailing platforms to address "insufficiently rigorous" driver screening processes.

DES permanent secretary Patchara Anuntasilpa said officials found some people were circumventing security protocols by using the credentials and identities of other drivers to pick up passengers.

The authorities acknowledged that current laws were designed for businesses to inform authorities of their business details, rather than focusing on imposing punishment. The law has limitations in penalising digital business models.

Sorapong Paitoonphong, director-general of the DLT, said there are roughly 19,000 ride-hailing drivers nationwide holding public driving licences, with half driving motorcycles and half driving cars.

According to the DLT, from 2022 to the present there were roughly 6,700 complaints about services, of which about one-third are allegedly related to Bolt.

Bolt is in the process of renewing its business licence with the DLT as its licence expires in mid-May.

During this time, the company must present information and confirm details of its improved safety measures with the department.

If the department finds the improvements are unsatisfactory, it may discuss with relevant agencies postponing the licence renewal.

Nathadon Suksiritarnan, general manager of Bolt Thailand, said its management is looking into the details of every incident to improve safety standards.

The company is also promoting its initiative to assist drivers in obtaining the correct public transport licences and legal registration.

To bolster passenger confidence, Bolt is integrating AI technology and enhanced safety features, including real-time tracking and direct emergency links to the police.

The company has banned around 40,000 drivers in the past due to their failure to comply with the related regulations.

STRICTER MEASURES

Chaichana Mitrpant, executive director of the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA), said the incident involving the schoolgirl jumping off the ride-hailing motorcycle has underscored the urgent need to intensify regulatory oversight to restore public confidence.

As the regulator of digital platforms, the ETDA has undertaken strict legal enforcement.

Mr Chaichana said the agency instructed platform providers to urgently ensure drivers are verified as the same individuals registered on the platform for every trip, preventing account impersonation, and enforcing the use of properly registered vehicles and licensed drivers.

Following the schoolgirl incident, the ETDA issued formal orders requiring Bolt to clarify the facts and implement immediate remedial actions.

These include suspending the accounts of drivers involved, notifying other platforms to prevent such drivers from migrating across systems, and expediting improvements to screening and identity verification systems to meet regulatory standards.

If authorities find any platform operators failing to comply with regulatory conditions, they may face orders to cease operations.
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																The Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) expects its loan portfolio to grow by about 30 billion baht in 2026, up 2% year-on-year.
According to BAAC president Chatchai Sirilai, farm lending is beginning to face constraints due to limited growth in agricultural land, a declining agricultural workforce, and lower income from farm output.

The projected growth of the loan portfolio this year exceeds the previous period, when growth was less than 1%, he said.

As of the end of the 2025/2026 fiscal year (March 31, 2026), BAAC had total outstanding loans of 1.66 trillion baht.

For the 2026/2027 fiscal year, starting April 1, BAAC expects outstanding loans to increase by around 30 billion baht, with revolving loans tied to agricultural production cycles across various crops expected to total 700-800 billion baht.

Non-performing loans (NPLs) at the end of the 2025/2026 fiscal year tallied 6.88%, exceeding the target of 5.23%. This year, BAAC will focus on debt restructuring measures to prevent more farmer clients from falling into NPL status.

The bank set aside loan-loss provisions at 400%.

BAAC is planning to expand a "newcomer" programme in the agricultural sector by offering loans to individuals preparing for retirement, said Mr Chatchai. Previously eligibility required applicants to be 50 or older, but the range was lowered to 40 to attract younger entrants into agriculture.

The loan offers a maximum of 8 million baht per borrower for public and private sector employees approaching retirement. The interest rate for years 1-5 is the minimum retail rate minus 2% per year, with a repayment period of up to 20 years, aimed at generating supplementary income and supporting an ageing society.

In addition, to ease the burden on farmers amid rising oil costs, shortages and price increases for fertilisers, the cabinet recently approved a co-payment fertiliser scheme to be implemented by BAAC.

Under this programme, farmers can borrow from the bank to buy fertilisers and seeds, paying only half of the applicable interest rate. The loan limit is capped at 100,000 baht per production season.

Mr Chatchai said the co-payment fertiliser scheme has a total budget of 30 billion baht and will run for three years. The programme includes farmer training on precision agriculture practices, such as applying fertiliser according to soil conditions to avoid overuse or underuse.

The Internal Trade Department is responsible for procuring NPK fertilisers and seeds for the programme.

To promote financial discipline among farmers, proceeds from the sale of agricultural products by participating farmers are transferred to BAAC.

The bank will deduct loan repayments according to schedule, with the remaining balance returned to the farmers.
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																SCG Packaging Plc (SCGP) has postponed its rigid packaging expansion plan in the US, citing financial infeasibility amid the country's economic slowdown.
The company said it will hold discussions with American business leaders next week to reassess the situation.

Chief executive Wichan Jitpukdee confirmed the board has not approved the project, noting that global economic pressures are weighing on the US, fuelling inflation and uncertainty.

SCGP already froze the plan late last year due to labour shortages.

The US rigid packaging market continues to face challenges, including high inflation, rising raw material costs, and supply chain constraints.

"The Middle East tensions and US President Donald Trump's policy also affect investment confidence," Mr Wichan said.

Instead of building a facility in the US, SCGP said it could export rigid packaging from Thailand and Vietnam to serve American demand.

The company previously conducted a feasibility study with the aim of establishing local production to mitigate tariff impacts, potentially through mergers and acquisitions.

Rigid packaging, made from materials such as thick plastics, glass, metal and cardboard, is valued for its durability, recyclability, and ability to protect products.

However, the key raw material resin has become pricier due to energy costs linked to the Israel-US war on Iran and broader Middle East conflicts. He said demand growth for packaging products could decline by 2-4%, with clearer effects expected by the third quarter.

Despite the delay, SCGP maintains its 2026 revenue projection of 130 billion baht, supported by strong demand growth in Vietnam, outpacing Indonesia and Thailand.

The company continues to focus on consumer packaging in Southeast Asia, emphasising customer-centric strategies and the adoption of artificial intelligence and machine learning in production.

Mr Wichan said SCGP's Indonesian operations have shown marked improvement, aided by cost management, energy mix adjustments and integration following the full acquisition of PT Prokemas Adhikari Kreasi, a leading paper packaging producer.

In the first quarter of 2026, SCGP reported revenue of 29.3 billion baht, down 9% year-on-year, while net profit surged 74% to 1.56 billion baht.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3246690/scg-packaging-puts-us-expansion-on-hold



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Line Man Wongnai makes AI a problem solver								

															

																Line Man Wongnai has pushed artificial intelligence (AI) customer service beyond chat into operational problem solving.
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In the restaurant business, small issues can become big problems. A failed payment, a misconfigured menu, or a stuck order can quickly turn into lost revenue. At scale, these are not just support tickets; they are operational disruptions.

Line Man Wongnai identified a gap in traditional AI customer service, as most systems are designed to respond, not to act.

For merchants, especially those running day-to-day operations, response alone does not solve the problem.

The company's approach shifts AI from a communication layer to an operational layer.

Together with Line Plus, Line Man Wongnai developed "ActEngine AI", a system designed to go beyond conversation to underlying business processes.

Instead of stopping when it finds an answer, the system resolves issues directly through back-end integrations, such as updating menus, fixing payment issues, or adjusting store configurations in real time.

To enable this process, the company translated more than 100 standard operating procedures into machine executable logic and trained the system in real merchant conversations.

The goal was not just language understanding, but operational understanding of how businesses actually run.

Line Man Wongnai supports more than 700,000 merchants nationwide and processes over 360,000 cases annually.

According to the company, the AI system has reduced case handling time by more than 66% and improved accuracy by 16% compared with human agents.

Line Man Wongnai said the system reflects a broader shift in AI deployment, as customer service is no longer just about answering questions, but about executing tasks. In that sense, AI is moving closer to being part of the core infrastructure, rather than a front-end interface, said the company.

The system still operates with human oversight. AI handles repetitive and time-sensitive cases, while human agents step in for more complex scenarios. The goal is not a replacement, but a reallocation of effort.

As more restaurants rely on digital platforms, the boundary between support and operations is starting to blur and ActEngine AI suggests that in the future customer service may be less about conversations and more about outcomes, said Line Man Wongnai.
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																The Thai Food Processors' Association is calling on the government to reduce energy costs, pursue negotiations on free-trade agreements (FTAs), and explore new market opportunities.
The association said the ongoing conflict in the Middle East is pressuring logistics, raw materials, and packaging costs.

The conflict has driven up energy and logistics costs, led to fertiliser shortages, weakened the baht, and increased the prices of plastic pellets and packaging materials, said Ongart Kittikhunchai, president of the association.

The group urged the government to address high energy costs, which are severely affecting the logistics sector, such as with subsidies to support businesses.

As Thailand is dependent on exports, the government should also create a more supportive environment for exporters by facilitating access to new markets and accelerating the negotiations of additional FTAs, Mr Ongart said.

The nation must leverage its strengths, maintain a firm negotiating position, and avoid accepting terms that could disadvantage Thailand, he said.

With global food security concerns rising, the association called on the government to leverage Thailand's agricultural strengths and future food opportunities, encouraging authorities to identify and support potential private sector players.

Thai businesses are also struggling to secure packaging materials. Even if the conflict ends soon, disruptions in packaging supply chains are expected to persist for a while, noted the association.

Panusak Palawatpong, vice-president of the association and chairman of the Food Ingredients and Ready-to-Eat Processors' Group, said small and medium-sized enterprises are grappling with rising energy costs and could become more vulnerable if labour costs increase.

He said that as Thai banks reported strong profits last year, the government should address the significant gap between loan and deposit interest rates.

Regarding the shortage of plastic packaging, he said manufacturers are unlikely to reduce production lines, though they are more concerned about rising logistics costs.

Pongdanai Wangthamrongwit, vice-president of the association and chairman of the Tuna and Seafood Processors' Group, said the canned tuna and seafood sector has been affected by higher fishing costs due to increased fuel prices. This has increased both raw material prices and transport costs to processing facilities.

Korrakod Boodarkad, vice-president of the association and chairman of the Pineapple Processors' Group, expressed concerns about the potential impact of the super El Nino phenomenon, noting that pineapples require adequate water to maintain quality.

She said that reservoirs in Prachuap Khiri Khan, a major pineapple cultivation area, are at alarmingly low levels.

Cans account for up to 30% of total production costs for canned pineapple. Prices are likely to rise in the second and third quarters, said Ms Korrakod.
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																Despite near-term price pressure, gold's longer-term outlook remains firmly bullish, supported by structural demand and rising geopolitical risks, says YLG Bullion International.
Pawan Nawawattanasub, chief executive of YLG Group, said gold is entering a short-term consolidation phase as investors weigh persistent inflation concerns against the trajectory of US monetary policy.

The market is awaiting a signal from the Federal Reserve, she noted. If the Fed maintains a hawkish stance, signalling no urgency to cut rates, gold prices could come under pressure in the near term as elevated interest rates reduce the appeal of non-yielding assets such as bullion.

Any continued emphasis on inflation risks and maintaining rates could reinforce downside volatility in gold prices in May and June.

Conversely, any shift towards a more dovish tone, particularly signs of concern over economic slowdown or recession risks, could provide a catalyst for gold to rebound and potentially retest previous record highs, said Mrs Pawan.

Spot gold rose 0.11% to US$4,599.33 per ounce around noon on Wednesday, after falling to its lowest level since April 2 in the previous session. US gold futures for June delivery gained 0.05% to $4,610.76.

STRUCTURAL BULL MARKET

Despite short-term fluctuations, YLG maintains that gold remains in a "structural bull market". The gold trader recommends a strategy of gradual accumulation on price dips, positioning for the next upward cycle.

A key driver continues to be sustained central bank demand, particularly from major economies such as China, India and Turkey, which are increasing their gold reserves as part of broader de-dollarisation efforts.

This trend represents a stable and high-quality source of demand underpinning the market, Mrs Pawan noted.

Geopolitical risks also remain a critical factor, she said, pointing to the ongoing tensions in the Middle East, particularly involving Iran, Israel and the US, reinforcing gold's role as a safe-haven asset.

Any escalation, including potential disruptions extending from the Strait of Hormuz to the Strait of Malacca, could accelerate price gains and push gold sharply higher, said Mrs Pawan.

"Gold may face short-term headwinds if the Fed maintains its stance on holding rates steady, yet the broader outlook remains positive. Any near-term weakness should be viewed as an opportunity to accumulate, supported by strong structural demand, central bank buying, and an increasingly uncertain global environment," she said.

YLG is expanding access for retail investors through its YLG Get Gold mobile application, which allows users to trade gold spot prices in real time, 24 hours a day, starting with only 100 baht. The platform is designed to cater to a new generation of investors seeking convenient and accessible exposure to gold markets, said Mrs Pawan.
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																Hotels nationwide across all segments, including luxury, have reported a significant drop in bookings from May, with provinces dependent on European markets such as Phangnga facing a 50% decline, according to the Thai Hotels Association (THA).
Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of THA, said the unresolved conflict in the Middle East continues to hamper the hotel business from May onwards, as all regions report a decline in forward bookings, mainly driven by the European and Middle Eastern markets.

He said luxury hotels in May report a 40% occupancy rate, down 3% year-on-year, particularly in Samui, Phuket and Krabi as there are fewer tourists and flight crew.

The outlook for the second quarter is expected to worsen as European markets continue to be hamstrung by pricey airfares driven up by rising jet fuel prices.

Across all hotel segments in the South, Phuket recorded a decline from European markets of 17.5%, while Krabi fell 20-30%, especially among visitors from Germany and the UK.

However, these two provinces could offset long-haul tourists with the Chinese market, as Krabi recorded growth of more than 100% and Phuket 9%, noted Mr Thienprasit.

The Indian market emerged as the top inbound market for Krabi, while Phuket secured growth of 15.3%. The Malaysian market has begun to return, posting 5.3% and 9% growth in Phuket and Krabi, respectively.

For Phangnga, typically the main destination for European markets, the outlook in the second quarter is worsening compared with other provinces as its occupancy rate in May plunged to 20-30%. In addition, forward bookings for the next high season from European markets are slower than usual, he said.

The average occupancy rate in the South is likely to remain uneven, with Phuket maintaining a more stable position at 40-60%, while Krabi and Phangnga are expected to achieve 20-40% rates, said Mr Thienprasit.

Markets might be able to compensate in terms of volume, but cannot fully offset the revenue dip, meaning that hotels are not expected to raise the average daily rate despite increased demand, he noted.

For the North, the average occupancy rate for May is 41.2%, down from 61.5% year-on-year, while forward bookings during the low season remain on a downward trend.

"Hotels in the North have continued to record weaker performance than other regions since the Songkran holiday as they are hampered by high levels of PM2.5. Both short-haul and domestic markets are reluctant to book trips, even during the long holiday this weekend," said Mr Thienprasit.

Many guests are refraining from travel until the war in the Middle East subsides and airfares become less expensive, he said.

Hotel operators are monitoring bookings for July and August, which usually attract families from Europe, as some series bookings from tour agents are continuing to be cancelled, said Mr Thienprasit.
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																Rising computer prices and ongoing product supply shortages, alongside accelerating investment in agentic artificial intelligence (AI) to boost productivity, are driving Thai IT spending, according to global computer maker Lenovo.
Mid-sized enterprises and consumers are rushing to buy equipment now to avoid future price increases, leading to a surge in orders.

Amid economic volatility and mounting cost pressures, enterprises are rapidly shifting towards managed services and "as-a-service" models, with these offerings increasingly replacing traditional IT helpdesk functions.

"Despite geopolitical instability and economic slowdowns, with Thai GDP growth downgraded to 1.6%, demand for AI and IT infrastructure has not decreased. In fact, economic pressures are driving organisations to adopt AI to increase efficiency and cut costs," said Woraphot Thavornwan, country manager for Lenovo Thailand and the Indochina region.

However, the industry is facing a severe shortage of components such as memory, solid-state drives, graphics processing units and central processing units.

The demand for memory alone is three times higher than production capacity, leading to extreme price hikes, he said.

Lenovo has hiked prices every month since December, with PC prices up more than 30% and server prices surging by up to 300%. This trend is projected to continue until at least the end of the year.

Many government IT procurement projects have been frozen because their set budgets are now far below actual hardware costs, making it impossible for vendors to bid without taking heavy losses.

Conversely, mid-sized enterprises and consumers are rushing to buy equipment now to avoid future price increases, leading to a surge in pipeline orders.

Moreover, the phase-out of support for older Windows operating systems is also forcing consumers to upgrade.

"Technology products have become necessities, which makes vendors less impacted by fluctuations in purchasing sentiment," Mr Woraphot said.

To manage price volatility, organisations are increasingly adopting Lenovo's "as-a-service" (subscription) models for greater long-term predictability.

"Our leasing business has delivered triple-digit growth over the past two years. This year, we are seeing a surge in demand for managed services, as businesses increasingly replace in-house IT departments to streamline operations and build leaner organisations," he said.

"We have not observed budget cuts or any deprioritisation of IT investment following the outbreak of conflict in the Middle East. We expect to maintain our growth."

Mr Woraphot cited a survey of 920 chief information officers (CIOs) across Asia-Pacific, which found that the technology market has moved past the AI experimentation phase.

CIOs said this year is about delivering immediate business outcomes, with 88% demanding immediate returns from AI investments and expecting a minimum return of 2.85 times invested capital. The number of organisations deploying AI jumped from 29% last year to 66% this year.

In Southeast Asia, the survey found a 91% increase in focus on agentic AI, but 43% said they need more than 12 months to be ready.

Due to escalating data security and privacy concerns, organisations are moving away from pure public cloud solutions, with more than 70% of CIOs prioritising "hybrid cloud" strategies to keep sensitive data on-premises.

"Attacks on data centres are a wake-up call for businesses to invest in a hybrid cloud approach to maintain self-resilience," he said.

AI PCs now make up 50% of Lenovo's entire product portfolio, a significant increase from less than 10% just two years ago.

"AI PCs are priced above 25,000 baht, narrowing the gap with traditional computers as component costs rise. Growing user adoption of AI tools is driving demand for AI-capable devices," Mr Woraphot said.

Lenovo recently unveiled Qira, a highly secure personal AI system that integrates seamlessly with smartphones and wearable devices to process complex tasks, analyse visual data and draft communications entirely offline, ensuring 100% data security.

The company also introduced xIQ, an agentic AI solution for server infrastructure that automatically anticipates, diagnoses and resolves IT issues much faster than manual operations.

Lenovo's AI technology powers diverse global operations, including "dark warehouse" robotic automation in Singapore. In Thailand, clients include Khon Kaen University.

"The company is shifting its identity from a mere hardware manufacturer to an end-to-end IT consultant and service provider to ensure sustainable business growth," he said.
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																At a glance, riverside walkways, biking routes and a public park seem a perfect combination for a city development project. However, without proper consultation with stakeholders, it could turn into a nightmare.
This is the case for the Bang Phlat riverside development project, a downsized version of the controversial Chao Phraya River Promenade which was initially proposed by the Prayut Chan-o-cha regime.

In 2023, the Administrative Court scrapped the promenade, which was to be 7km in length and 10 metres wide, stretching from Rama VII Bridge in the Bang Sue area to Pin Klao Bridge, citing a lack of meaningful public hearings.

Chadchart Sittipunt, upon taking office in 2022, decided not to appeal the court ruling, but was of the view the promenade should be scaled down and the BMA could build a smaller riverside walkway -- 3 metres in width instead of 10 metres -- at only some possible spots.

The BMA designated Bang Phlat -- the core part of the initial promenade -- for the new downsized project, which costs over 260 million baht.

Last August, the BMA boasted of the project's progress.

The project, which runs from the Blue Line rail bridge near Bang O station to Krung Thon Bridge, seeks to return public space for recreational use.

The BMA plans to use this project as a pilot for future developments along the Chao Phraya.

The agency said it held a public forum on the project's plan on Aug 16 to seek input and feedback from residents.

It says over 200 people attended the event.

The agency said the project "is about giving the river back to the people". It is adamant it is in line with the vision of making Bangkok a liveable city for all.

This is a big irony, given that a group of local residents who are to be affected by the project complained they were left out. They alleged there was zero consultation from the BMA, as if the agency did not care about public participation.

The residents said they were shocked upon learning of the project, which will see some residents being forced out.

Having been upset with the BMA's top-down style, they filed complaints with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

Human rights advocates are against eviction, saying people who have lived on any given site since 1997 are protected by law. The commission plans a forum on May 14.

It is unfortunate the BMA has failed to learn from the original promenade's mistakes, not attaching importance to the principle of public participation -- the very reason the Administrative Court cited in scrapping the landmark project in 2023.

There has been no word from Governor Chadchart Sittipunt, whose term ends next month. With the election scheduled for June, the project is likely to be left to the next administration.

Should he seek a return, the issue may warrant reconsideration.
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																In 2025, an estimated 142,000 high-net-worth individuals worldwide are expected to relocate, marking a historic high, according to Henley & Partners, a global leader in residence and citizenship planning service. While figures cited in the Henley Private Wealth Migration Report 2025 are inherently estimates, the broader trend is unmistakable: we are entering an era in which both capital and people have greater freedom than ever to choose where they live.
Before the pandemic, this number stood at around 110,000 annually. Its steady rise in recent years signals not a temporary shift, but a structural transformation in the global economy.

More importantly, this is not merely about people moving homes. It reflects an increasingly intense competition among countries to attract talent and capital. Destinations such as the United Arab Emirates, Singapore, and Australia have emerged as leading recipients, not because they are perfect in every respect, but because they provide something investors value above all: confidence. Confidence in policy continuity, regulatory clarity, and long-term stability.

Over the past two to three years, Thailand has begun to appear more prominently on this global map. Rising foreign demand for residential property, particularly in Bangkok and Phuket, alongside strong interest in Thailand's Long-Term Resident (LTR) visa programme, which has attracted tens of thousands of applicants, suggests a growing appeal.

These trends may not yet position Thailand as a global centre. But they do indicate something important: Thailand is being chosen.

Yet wealth migration today is not a single phenomenon. Some relocate permanently, investing, building businesses, and laying down roots. Others adopt a more flexible approach, living and working across multiple countries without long-term commitment. At present, Thailand appears to benefit more from the latter.

We are, in many ways, an attractive place to live, a safe haven for both lifestyle and economic stability in an uncertain world. But whether we are seen as a long-term destination remains less clear. Because in long-term decisions, what matters is not just quality of life, but predictability. The countries that attract sustained investment are not those without risk, but those where the rules are clear and remain so.

This distinction is clearer when we consider the nature of capital flows. Data from the World Bank and Bank of Thailand suggest that a significant share of capital entering developing economies still takes the form of short-term portfolio flows, rather than long-term foreign direct investment (FDI). In other words, capital may arrive, but it does not necessarily stay. This is the difference between being a temporary refuge and becoming a true economic anchor.

But perhaps the most important question is not how much capital we can attract. It is how we respond to what this transformation brings. What we are witnessing is not simply the movement of people or money, but the emergence of a parallel economy, one that is globally connected, externally funded, and driven by new skill sets.

At the same time, data from Thailand's National Economic and Social Development Council indicates that around 70% of the Thai workforce remains in low- to mid-skill segments. If these two economies evolve in parallel without meaningful connection, the result may not be inclusive growth, but a widening divide.

Government must provide clear and consistent policy direction, while investing in infrastructure and human capital. The private sector must move beyond cost-based competitiveness, investing instead in workforce development and linking global capital to local talent. Meanwhile, the education system and broader society must adapt, equipping people not just to participate in the new economy, but to shape it. Because in the end, attracting capital and talent from abroad will only matter if it translates into opportunity for people at home.

Ultimately, the success of a country will be measured by how many of its own people are able to move forward with it.

Srettha Thavisin is former Thai Prime Minister.
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																The whole country is dreaming of generous fiscal stimulus packages. These include substantial cash handouts through the "Thai Help Thai Plus" programme.
The total cost of the stimulus measures is estimated at around 570 billion baht, equivalent to 3% of GDP. Financing for the 500 billion baht spending package would come from an Emergency Borrowing Bill, while the remaining 70 billion baht would be funded through the transfer of unused expenditure from the 2026 fiscal budget.

Where is the actual money to fund this new 500 billion baht spending? The government never seems to learn that money does not fall from the sky nor grow on trees. How can the government be certain that sufficient domestic liquidity is available for it to borrow, on top of the 860 billion baht borrowing already planned for the 2026 budget deficit? After reading this article, readers may conclude that finding such additional funds is next to impossible.

My previous article discussed the broader effects of the oil shock on the Thai economy. While most economists focus on the impact on GDP growth and inflation, I pointed out that the consequences are far wider. In fact, there are six effects in total: (1) the current account balance, (2) exchange rate depreciation, (3) liquidity tightness, (4) runaway inflation, (5) rising interest rates, and (6) lower GDP growth. Owing to space constraints, I was only able to explain the first two effects. I will address the remaining four in this article.

Unlike the US, which pays for imported oil in its own currency -- the dollar -- other countries must draw on their foreign reserves to meet higher fuel costs. Although Thailand has healthy reserves and should have no difficulty paying a 50% higher fuel import bill, the increased cost will affect the current account balance. The current account is likely to swing to a deficit of US$11.3 billion in 2026, from a surplus of US$15.9 billion in 2025. A large current account deficit, combined with capital outflows, could push the baht down from 32 to the dollar to as low as 38, as happened in 2022.

The issue of money flowing out of the country, caused by the current account deficit, is more serious than most economists -- including the Minister of Finance -- appear to realise. A current account deficit means money leaves Thailand, resulting in less liquidity available for domestic use, including government borrowing.

The banking system has been in a zombie state and has failed to generate new loans for more than a year. Private credit contracted by 0.6% last year and is projected to shrink by a further 0.7% this year.

During the height of the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022, Thailand also experienced a large current account deficit, but the expansion of private credit -- 1.1 trillion baht in total -- offset the liquidity outflow. Therefore, no liquidity squeeze occurred that year.

Prior to the oil shock, the IMF estimated Thailand's 2026 current account would show a surplus of US$12.5 billion, based on a world oil price of US$72 (2,347 baht) per barrel. Under my estimate of US$94 per barrel, Thailand's current account would instead show a deficit of US$11.3 billion. The difference between the IMF's estimate and mine amounts to an 800-billion-baht loss of domestic liquidity.

The Minister of Finance has claimed that Thailand's monetary system currently has around 1 trillion baht of excess liquidity, enough to finance his fiscal stimulus plans. I have a very different estimate. However, the issue of excess liquidity will be discussed in detail in my next article, tentatively titled "Do Not Let the Fat Lady of Siam Sing".

For the sake of argument, let us accept the minister's claim of 1 trillion baht in excess liquidity. Of that amount, 700 billion baht would be needed to pay oil importers for the higher import bill, while 400 billion baht would be required to finance the remaining 2026 fiscal budget deficit. The minister's claimed excess liquidity would then be exhausted. Nothing would remain to finance the 500 billion baht emergency borrowing. The only hope would be for the Bank of Thailand to "secretly" print money for government borrowing. Is that possible, or next to impossible?

Inflation will undoubtedly be high in 2026. Most research houses, including the Bank of Thailand, predict inflation of around 3.0%, assuming the war ends within three months. If the war lasts longer than three months, the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) projects inflation could rise to 4.4%.

I suspect inflation will be even higher, given Thailand's heavy dependence on imports. Our imports-to-GDP ratio is 67%, compared with 24% in Japan and 18% in China. When the US dollar appreciates, it generates significant imported inflation.

Moreover, Thailand has opted for market-determined domestic pump prices rather than price stabilisation. According to my calculations, that alone could add a further 4.5 percentage points to the base inflation rate. By way of comparison, average inflation in 2022 was 6.08%, even with 130 billion baht in pump price subsidies. It would be remarkable to see inflation below 6% this year.

When inflation rises, central banks cannot remain idle. The Federal Reserve raised its federal funds rate from 0.25% to 4.50% in 2022 in response to rising inflation. I do not see how the Bank of Thailand can maintain its policy rate at 1.0% when inflation is expected to rise from negative 0.8% to at least 3.0%. A minimum rate increase of 2.0 percentage points is likely. The Bank of Thailand would surely be most reluctant to raise rates, but it cannot afford to allow markedly negative real interest rates.

Even before the oil shock, Thailand already had a weak economy. The IMF projected 2026 growth at 1.6% in its January report. NESDC projects GDP growth of 0.9% with inflation at 4.4% if the war lasts three to five months, which now appears the most likely scenario. I take a more pessimistic view. The key determinant will be inflation. Inflation suffocates purchasing power. If inflation reaches 4.4% as projected, real GDP growth would almost certainly fall into negative territory. My own calculation puts it at minus 3.0%.

I do not understand why the government resists stabilising domestic pump prices, arguing it would impose too heavy a fiscal burden at an estimated cost of around 150 billion baht. Yet the same government is preparing to propose a 500 billion baht Emergency Borrowing Bill to lessen the impact of high oil prices. Would the Bill be three times more costly than fuel subsidies?

I do not disagree with the need to stimulate the economy and soften the impact of the oil shock, but I disagree with these packages. Money should be put to its most efficient use by the private sector, not by government. Cash handouts are useful only for buying votes, not for delivering structural change. Readers may consider my further views on fiscal stimulus in my forthcoming article, tentatively titled "Do Not Let the Fat Lady of Siam Sing".
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																The government of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has yet to decide whether to keep the current Clean Air Bill for deliberation during the parliamentary session. Cabinet has to make a decision by May 13 on whether to put the current version of the Clean Air Bill into parliament's legislative reading process. If not, the current draft -- developed over years of effort by civic groups and political parties -- could be discarded.
The Clean Air Bill, first initiated by civil society groups in 2019, introduces a comprehensive framework for managing air pollution. Its provisions include decentralising authority to enable local communities to respond more effectively to haze in their areas. It also incorporates a "polluter pays" principle, requiring those responsible for pollution to compensate affected communities, and promotes traceability measures to ensure that supply chains, including agricultural imports, are free from activities that contribute to transboundary haze.

The current draft is in fact a combination of seven earlier drafts, consolidated into a single bill by the former parliament before deliberations were suspended when the Feb 8 general election was called. In effect, the draft would have become law had it not been challenged earlier this month by Bhumjaithai (BJT) lawmakers.

For BJT, the current draft includes severe penalties -- including prison terms -- which they argue would deter investors and undermine the country's competitiveness. Mr Anutin made it clear last week that the government will support the BJT version of the Clean Air Bill. The environmental minister, Suchart Chomklin, also told the media that the ministry is ready to draft a new version.

The broader question is whether BJT's vision is sufficient to tackle air pollution. In essence, it reflects the current framework and enforcement approach the government has long used. That framework keeps control at the central level, with relatively light penalties designed to remain business-friendly. In short, critics argue that BJT's version is simply old wine in a new bottle.

The bigger question is what kind of clean air law the country truly needs. Do communities and citizens need the same legal and bureaucratic mechanisms that have repeatedly failed to address air pollution? Or will air quality improve with reformed legislation that imposes stronger penalties, grants rights to communities, and decentralises enforcement to local authorities?

The only way forward is through collaboration and participation. First, the Anutin cabinet must decide whether to proceed with the current draft. Then lawmakers need to work together to resolve differences and ensure the legislation becomes an effective tool to address air pollution. Indeed, Mr Anutin should conduct broader public consultation to understand what communities need, rather than focusing primarily on investor concerns. Make no mistake: the current bill is not perfect -- its penalties are heavy, and its decentralisation measures could create administrative conflict. But that does not mean the draft should be scrapped. It simply needs further refinement. This is why a democratically elected parliament exists: to allow lawmakers to work together to design better mechanisms that protect communities while maintaining economic stability.

However, that does not appear to be the direction the BJT administration intends to take. The government and its lawmakers appear ready to discard the previous draft -- years of work by civic groups and political parties -- and replace it with their own version. Such a unilateral approach runs counter to democratic parliamentary principles.
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																If you stand on the banks of the Khlong Saen Saep today, near the glossy high-rises of Wireless Road, you are witnessing a battle for the soul of Bangkok. On one hand, you see the future: concrete embankments and new walkways, part of a government push to connect the city in the vein of European capitals or our neighbour, Singapore. On the other hand, you see the ghosts of the past: fresh stumps of rain trees that stood for decades, severed to make way for the very cement intended to "beautify" the city. It is a paradox that defines modern Bangkok. We are a city desperate to be green, yet addicted to grey.
A King's Vision: A Parisian Dream

To understand what we are losing, we have to remember what we were trying to build. This isn't the first time Thailand has looked to Europe for urban inspiration. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) returned from his travels to Europe with a vision. Inspired by the grand boulevards of Paris and London, he initiated a massive beautification of the capital. This wasn't just about roads; it was about the canopy. Major avenues were lined with mahogany and tamarind trees, transforming the "Venice of the East" into a terrestrial garden city. For a century, those trees did more than look good. They shaded us, cooled our streets, and cleaned our air. They were the lungs of a growing giant.

The Slow Asphyxiation

Fast forward to 2026, and that vision is fracturing. While the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) champions initiatives like Green Bangkok 2030 and has reported planting over 1.2 million trees, aiming to increase green space to 10 square metres per person, the reality on the ground is often a different story. Independent analysis suggests the "accessible" public green space is as low as 1.47 to 3.0 sqm/person, a stark contrast to the official claims and the WHO's recommendation of 9 sqm/person. We must give credit where it is due. The expansion of Benjakitti Forest Park is a triumph -- a world-class example of turning an industrial site into a living wetland that acts as a sponge for the city. It proves the government can execute complex, ecological landscaping when the will is there. However, outside these gated parks, the "Green War" is being lost to carelessness and developer self-interest.

The Wireless Road Walkway: A Case Study in Contradiction

Take the current situation in the Pathumwan and Wireless Road district. The city is currently upgrading the canal-side paths. In theory, this is brilliant. Just look at Singapore's Park Connector Network: lush, shaded corridors that allow people to move through the city by water, boosting health and property values. Local authorities have rightly praised this model, envisioning a Bangkok where we can walk from the pier to the Skytrain in comfort. But here lies the "Bangkok Twist". In our rush to build the path, we are destroying the shade. Residents near the Phetchaburi-Wireless intersection have watched with dismay as heavy machinery rolls in. Instead of incorporating the existing, massive trees into the design -- building around them or bridging over roots -- crews frequently opt for the path of least resistance: removal. The justification given by district officials for the removal of over 60 trees -- that they were diseased or a safety risk -- was rebutted by the Big Trees Project, which found that only two trees were actually unhealthy. We are bulldozing the "Paris of the East" to build a concrete oven. A walkway without shade in 35-degree heat is not a park; it is a frying pan.

The Tale of Two Developers

This carelessness isn't inevitable. It is a choice. Contrast the canal destruction with the Aman Nai Lert Bangkok project nearby. Nestled within the historic Nai Lert Park, the developers realised that the century-old trees on their land were not obstacles, but assets. They designed the building around the landscape, preserving the root systems and the canopy. The architect, Jean-Michel Gathy, designed the hotel's structure around the site's century-old Sompong tree, with the swimming pool structure curving around its trunk. This choice, rooted in the owner's explicit desire to honour the heritage tree, proves that high-value real estate and preservation are not mutually exclusive, viewing the tree as a unique asset rather than an impediment.

Of course, not every landowner has the budget of a super-luxury hotel. But preservation doesn't always require millions. It requires imagination. We have all seen the "classic" Bangkok sidewalk where a massive tree trunk sits stubbornly in the middle of the pavement. We joke about having to squeeze past it, but that awkward dance is a sign of life. It's a compromise we should be happy to make. Instead, we see developers and private landowners clear-cutting plots overnight. Worse, the developers' "greenwashing" game continues, with many Environmental Impact Assessments counting features like paved plazas with potted palms -- the infamous "potted plant loophole" -- towards "green area" requirements, which provide zero real ecological benefit.

The Spiritual Disconnect

This casual destruction is even more baffling when viewed through a cultural lens. Thailand is a nation that historically reveres nature. Walk down any street, and you will see trees wrapped in rainbow-coloured sashes, surrounded by offerings of Red Fanta. Many believe these giants house spirits (Rukkha Deva). We pray to them for lottery numbers and protection. We turn to them for comfort and inspiration. Yet, there is a disconnect between the spiritual and the municipal. A tree can be sacred on Tuesday, but if it stands in the way of a new driveway or a private condo view on Wednesday, it vanishes. Current laws regarding private property allow landowners to fell trees with no permits, no public discussion, and no thought for the community's future. Or our past.

A Public Health Emergency

This isn't just about aesthetics: it is about survival. According to the Air Quality Life Index (AQLI), residents of Bangkok are expected to lose more than two years of life expectancy due to current pollution levels. Our PM2.5 levels are among the highest in the region. While a few rain trees along the canal won't solve the pollution crisis single-handedly, removing them makes it undeniably worse. We are also evicting our neighbours. These canopy trees are the last urban refuge for Lyle's Flying Fox, a protected bat species essential to our ecosystem. These bats, which pollinate our fruit crops, are losing their homes at an alarming rate, a concern documented by local environmental networks.

The Call for 'Active Citizenship'

The situation feels dire, but hopelessness is not an option. Recently, we have seen a surge in civic energy. Groups like the Big Trees Project and active local citizens have mobilised to stop the chainsaws. They are watching, documenting, and speaking up. They are also leading the charge to professionalise tree care, campaigning for the BMA to institutionalise the arborist profession to replace the outdated and destructive methods of haphazard maintenance crews, drills, and machetes... However, they face a maze of contradictions. One municipal department says "stop", another issues a work order. The police shrug; the district office points fingers. It is a bureaucratic fog that leaves citizens feeling powerless. But we must push through that fog. As a foreign resident who has made this vibrant city my home, and as an academic observing these changes, I see a pivotal moment for Bangkok. We don't just need "sustainability" as a buzzword. We need a culture of citizen engagement that the government respects. We need a system where, when a community says, "Save this tree," the excavators actually stop and discuss. We need developers to see green space not as wasted square footage, but as a gift to the city that enriches us all -- and one that respects the heritage, culture, and history of our great and historic home.

We have the history. We have the spirit. We just need to stop cutting down our future.

Drew B Mallory, PhD, is a Professor of Management and Organizations at Sasin School of Management in Bangkok and a recognised expert in inclusion strategy and organisational psychology.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3246109/paris-of-the-east-turns-concrete-oven



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Donald Trump and his tragedy of errors								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: Donald Trump. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													Donald Trump. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																It is true, as Alexander Pope once said, that to err is human. But while everyone is fallible, some humans are more prone to error than others. The history of authoritarian and absolutist political rule is rife with figures whose mistakes proved calamitous not just for themselves but for the societies they ruled.
No decision is more important than waging war against another country. Yet the United States has done exactly that without even a nod to its own system of checks and balances and reasoned deliberation. Like the kings of old, America's mendacious, impulsive president, Donald Trump, remains unchecked by the legislature and surrounded by sycophants who will tell him only what he wants to hear. The disastrous result is now clear: America is once again embroiled in a Middle East war that has already cost thousands of lives -- mostly civilians -- and in which it has almost certainly committed multiple war crimes.

As an economist, I am frequently asked what Mr Trump's war against Iran will mean for the US and global economies. The short answer is that the longer it lasts, the greater the damage will be. But even if the war ends quickly, the effects will linger. Critical supply chains have already been disrupted, and oil and gas production facilities destroyed. Most estimates suggest repairs will take years.

Moreover, it is not just oil and gas supplies that have been endangered. Unlike the oil embargoes of the 1970s, the fertiliser production on which global food systems depend has been jeopardised. This crisis also comes fast on the heels of other major global economic disruptions -- from the Covid-19 pandemic and Russia's invasion of Ukraine to Mr Trump's global tariff war and destruction of the rules-based system of international trade -- all of which have contributed to rising inflation and a widening affordability crisis.

Before Mr Trump returned to the White House, inflation was on a downward trend, though still well above central bankers' beloved 2% target. But the tariffs markedly slowed this trend, and inflation has taken off globally again. With many countries, including America, already facing an affordability crisis that US policies have made worse, the risk now is that central bankers everywhere will either raise interest rates or at least slow the pace at which they were lowering them.

That, in turn, will exacerbate the affordability crisis -- because buying a house or paying down a credit card will become more difficult -- and slow a US economy already shaken by the trauma of Mr Trump's erratic trade, immigration, and fiscal policies. Were it not for the unbridled spending on AI data centres -- supporting some one-third of US growth -- the US economy would be truly anaemic. And with Mr Trump's regressive tax cuts for billionaires and corporations now in force, the US has less fiscal space to buffer the disruptions he has caused and those that AI may bring -- from job dislocations to the collapse of the tech bubble.

Mr Trump's claim that the US will benefit as a net oil exporter is nonsense. Yes, Exxon will benefit, but US consumers pay prices set globally -- and they have risen substantially. Under such conditions, the US should impose a windfall-profits tax. But that will not happen under an administration so captured by the fossil-fuel industry.

America's allies in Europe are also being battered by the Trump-induced increase in energy prices and supply shortages. If European policymakers tie electricity prices to gas prices, they could make matters worse. But if Europe adopts a strategy to restore its sovereignty by reducing its dependencies on US technology and defence, it could strengthen its position now and over the long term.

Regardless of how long the war and stagflationary conditions last, the long-run consequences of this episode will be profound. One hopes the world will recognise that the "variability" of sun and wind power is far more manageable than continued dependence on fossil fuels, which are subject to the whims of erratic authoritarian figures like Mr Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin. If Mr Trump's war accelerates the green transition globally, it will have a significant silver lining.

In any case, yet another nail has been added to the coffin of the peaceful, borderless world that our forebearers sought to build after World War II. Under Mr Trump, the country that laid the foundations of that world is now dismantling it. Between the new cold war with China and the apparent lack of resilience in global supply chains, there is little cause for optimism. And with democracy in the US in such a weakened state, the human errors and their consequences are piling up fast. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Joseph E Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics, is a former chief economist of the World Bank, a former chair of the US President's Council of Economic Advisers, and a University Professor at Columbia University.
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																Thailand is building a serious AI policy architecture. Last year, the National AI Committee, formed by then Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Digital Economic Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong, initiated drafting a unified AI law, officially known as the Draft Principles of the Artificial Intelligence Law.
This draft law, which underwent a public hearing, has been awaiting parliamentary approval. The past government has also prepared a 500-billion-baht infrastructure investment in AI. On paper, Thailand looks ready.

Look closer, and a different picture emerges. At least 10 separate agencies such as Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (MDES), Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA), Office of the National Digital Economy and Society Commission (ONDE), National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA), Personal Data Protection Committee (PDPC), the Bank of Thailand, the Office of Insurance Commission, (OID), Digital Economy Promotion Agency (DEPA), and the National Innovation Agency (NIA) -- are issuing their own guidelines, drafting regulations, and building governance frameworks in parallel.

Each sector sets its own risk thresholds. The AI Governance Centre, the AI Clinic, the AI Sandbox, and the AI Governance Practice Centre all operate as distinct initiatives under separate mandates. This fragmentation is not a failure of Thai governance. It reflects a global condition: AI arrived faster than any institutional architecture could absorb it.

But Thailand faces a complication that neither its domestic agencies nor their international partners have fully named: Thailand is geopolitically sandwiched. Every AI policy decision it makes is shaped by two gravitational fields -- China to the north and the United States to the east -- and the country cannot build a sovereign AI future by pretending otherwise.

Thailand cannot lead Asean in AI governance by following someone else's framework. Neither Washington's innovation model nor Beijing's state-directed approach was designed with the Thai people in mind.

China offers Thailand a proven model of state-led AI deployment at scale, with extraordinary lessons in infrastructure buildout, language model development, and the integration of AI into social services for large rural populations. The United States offers something different: the most dynamic AI innovation ecosystem on earth, with frontier research, open-source tooling, and a culture of entrepreneurial risk that Thailand's startup sector aspires to emulate.

But here is what neither model offers: a framework designed to serve the Thai lower middle class.

Some 60% of Thailand's population exists in what economists call the informal economy. They are the market vendors of Udon Thani, the small-plot farmers of Roi Et, the motorcycle taxi drivers of every provincial town between here and the Mekong.

They are the majority consumers in Thailand, yet they appear nowhere in the AI strategies of Washington, Beijing, Bangkok's technopreneurs, or the 10 agencies currently shaping Thailand's AI future.

This is the demographic that the AI Middle Way Coalition was designed to serve -- and the insight that no existing AI governance framework, East or West, has yet internalised. Cooperative formalisation, the economic model at the heart of the middle way approach, offers a pathway to bring the informal majority into a digital economy on their own terms: not as passive recipients of algorithmic decisions made elsewhere, but as co-owners of the data, platforms, and value they generate.

The governance gap in numbers: Thailand's National AI Strategy targets 10 million AI-literate users and 90,000 professionals by 2027. The country's informal workforce numbers over 20 million. No current program maps to this majority population. The Bangkok-Isan digital divide -- in infrastructure, AI readiness, and economic participation -- will widen unless regional equity is written explicitly into the governance architecture.

The Isan or northeastern region, home to a third of Thailand's population and the country's deepest reservoirs of cultural knowledge and agricultural wisdom, has the most to gain from an AI strategy that treats regional equity as a design principle rather than an afterthought.

It also has the most to lose if Chinese or American platforms capture the data, the attention, and the economic surplus of Thailand's provincial majority before Thai institutions have built the frameworks to protect them.

Sovereignty, in the age of AI, is not primarily a military or diplomatic concept. It is a data concept. It is a platform concept. It is a question of who owns the models that make decisions about your credit, your healthcare, your agricultural pricing, and your children's education.

Thailand's 10 agencies are each working hard within their mandates. Yet, these agencies cannot do it individually. The online forum titled "AI Middle Way" will be hosted today by the Center for Science, Technology & Society under the Faculty of Arts at Chulalongkorn University.

The forum aims to discuss a transnational, regional framework that takes the best from both superpowers, refuses the worst from both, and builds something the majority of Thai people can actually claim as their own. That is the middle way. And for Thailand, the time for it is now.

Craig Warren Smith, PhD, is the founder of Digital Divide Institute and co-leader of AI Middle Way Coalition.
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																The Southern Land Bridge project -- the Thai government's long-standing plan to build a logistics corridor linking the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea -- is back on the agenda.
This time, the Anutin-led administration is promoting it as an alternative shipping route for global trade. Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has pointed to growing uncertainty around key maritime chokepoints, including the Strait of Hormuz, as justification for moving the project forward.

Next month, Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn is expected to visit communities in Chumphon and Ranong, where deep-sea ports are planned. The government is also preparing a series of international roadshows to attract foreign investment into the one-trillion-baht project.

This is not the first attempt to push the scheme. A previous Pheu Thai-led government also tried -- and failed -- to get it off the ground. Whether the current Bhumjaithai-led administration can succeed remains an open question.

So far, the government appears to be relying on a familiar playbook: highlighting optimistic economic projections while downplaying opposing evidence.

A similar approach was seen under former prime minister Srettha Thavisin, who visited affected communities and pressed ahead despite unresolved environmental and economic concerns. His administration also promoted the project abroad, including in Japan, but failed to secure concrete commitments -- no memorandums of understanding, equity pledges, or formal consortium agreements materialised.

The project was eventually shelved in 2025 due to a lack of local support and persistent doubts over its environmental and economic impact. The National Human Rights Commission had warned that the plan lacked meaningful public participation and could cause significant damage to marine ecosystems, particularly in the Andaman Sea, potentially harming the tourism industry.

Yet the project's biggest weakness may not be environmental concerns, but economic viability.

Logistics experts argue that the Land Bridge cannot replace existing maritime routes. The system would require containers to be unloaded, transported overland by rail or truck, and then reloaded -- adding time, cost, and complexity compared to direct sea transport.

Successive governments, whether led by Pheu Thai or Bhumjaithai, have yet to convincingly address these concerns. Critics are often dismissed as misinformed or influenced by non-governmental organisations, while local opposition is portrayed as lacking understanding.

There are still many unanswered questions. What is needed is clear, credible data on whether the project is economically viable and whether its environmental impact is acceptable. Equally important is a willingness from policymakers to engage openly with differing views -- something the current administration has yet to demonstrate.

When asked about the project's feasibility, Transport Minister Phiphat said he "believes" it will benefit the country. On environmental concerns, Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin said that while people may disagree, their concerns should not stand in the way of national development.

That raises a broader question: Can a project -- or a country -- move forward without seriously addressing legitimate doubts?
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																When John Doe, the anonymous whistleblower behind the Panama Papers, approached us, he handed us an opportunity. When the resulting investigation into the offshore finance industry was published on April 3, 2016, the world was handed a test. As investigative journalists, we seized the opportunity. Sadly, the world has failed the test.
For decades, Panama, Malta, the British Virgin Islands, and the Cook Islands functioned as safe havens for dictators, strongmen, presidents, kings, mafia clans, money launderers, and tax cheats. Behind layers of shell companies, erected often by shady law firms, they hid fortunes, influence, and crimes. John Doe tore away the veil.

The outrage was immediate and dramatic. US President Barack Obama called for international reforms to address the "huge problem" of tax avoidance. British Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne touted a "hammer blow against those who hide their illegal tax evasion in the dark corners of the financial system".

A slew of investigations were launched. Icelandic Prime Minister Sigmundur Gunnlaugsson resigned over revelations that he owned an undeclared offshore company. Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was removed from office and indicted on corruption charges. Governments recovered more than US$1 billion (32.3 billion baht) in back taxes and penalties. Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain launched an information-sharing initiative to combat tax evasion and avoidance.

For a moment, it looked as if governments were finally ready to confront a problem they had tolerated for decades. But systemic reform never came. Jurisdictions talked tough but quietly protected the status quo. A decade later, the verdict is damning. The world was warned. Lawmakers blinked. And the system endured.

Tackling the kind of financial crimes exposed by the Panama Papers is not some impossible dream. On the contrary, much could be achieved simply by introducing freely accessible public registers of beneficial ownership. If the public knows exactly who owns each firm, shell companies will not be able to shield those who steal, bribe, launder money, and evade taxes. The same goes for trusts: with many jurisdictions largely or fully exempting them from public disclosure, these "weapons of mass injustice" can hold wealth indefinitely, while obscuring who truly controls it.

Public ownership registers are widely recognised as one of the most effective tools against corruption. But governments largely refuse to implement them. Where they do exist, they are often deliberately weakened, such as by restricting access to them. In British Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies, public registers remain unfinished or protected by large barriers to access.

In the United States, the Corporate Transparency Act of 2021 was hailed as a breakthrough. But the national ownership register was never made fully accessible to the public, and the relevant authority -- the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network -- has since exempted many companies from reporting requirements.

The consequences of America's failure to act are particularly severe. While US politicians routinely condemn financial secrecy in distant lands, they ignore the uncomfortable truth: when it comes to hiding dirty money, Delaware and Nevada are not much better than Panama. Then-Treasury Secretary Janet L Yellen acknowledged as much in 2021: "There's a good argument that, right now, the best place to hide and launder ill-gotten gains is actually the United States." (Europe is also high on the list.)

Illicit gains are often channelled through the property sector. Global Financial Integrity reports that, in 2015-20, more than $2.3 billion was laundered through US real estate. America's own authorities have warned that opaque ownership structures have enabled sanctioned Russian elites to invest in US property. Entire neighbourhoods of luxury housing are effectively anonymously owned.

US President Donald Trump's administration appears particularly unlikely to act against hidden wealth, even though this would be one of the most powerful weapons against America's adversaries. Drug cartels, sanctioned oligarchs, extremist networks, and kleptocratic regimes rely less on troops and drones than on clever accountants, shell companies, and real-estate registries. But Mr Trump would rather deploy warships, authorise airstrikes, and threaten to obliterate civilisations than dismantle this infrastructure.

Hidden wealth fuels corruption, distorts markets, drives inequality, finances authoritarian regimes, and weakens democracies. It bankrolls disinformation, environmental destruction, and war. It endures not because it is inevitable, but because powerful interests benefit from it. None of the measures recommended here is technically difficult or even economically damaging. They are just politically inconvenient -- and, in many cases, financially detrimental for those in power. After all, from Washington to Moscow to Berlin, political power is often concentrated in the hands of the ultra-wealthy.

The revelations contained in the Panama Papers were shocking. But the response has exposed something even more troubling: how determined governments are to protect the system of offshore wealth that causes such far-reaching harm to our societies and economies. Lawmakers cannot credibly claim to oppose authoritarianism and corruption unless they act to dismantle these financial crime havens. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Frederik Obermaier, a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist and former deputy head of investigations at the German newspaper 'Suddeutsche Zeitung', is Co-Founder and Co-Director of the investigative newsroom Paper Trail Media. Bastian Obermayer, Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist, is the co-author (with Frederik Obermaier) of 'The Panama Papers: Breaking the Story of How the Rich and Powerful Hide Their Money' (Kiepenheuer & Witsch, 2016).
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									Anutin govt faces three diplomatic tests								
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																Less than three weeks into office, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has signalled three immediate foreign and security priorities: managing tensions with Cambodia, addressing unrest in the country's southern border provinces, and quietly preparing for a more active role in Myanmar.
In his initial policy direction, Mr Anutin emphasised Thai-Cambodian relations and the long-running insurgency in the South, while avoiding explicit reference to Myanmar.

The omission appeared deliberate, suggesting he did not want to draw attention to a sensitive bilateral relationship he prefers to handle quietly.

However, judging from Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuagketkeow's recent visit to Nay Pyi Taw just 10 days after the formation of the Anutin 2.0 government, Myanmar is clearly part of Bangkok's agenda.

Myanmar's new government is led by President Min Aung Hlaing, and such an early move shows Bangkok wants to remain engaged with Nay Pyi Taw and its new leadership.

The situation inside Myanmar remains unstable, and taking a leading role carries political and diplomatic risks. During Mr Sihasak's visit, the Thai delegation reportedly came away with a positive impression after meetings with the president and leaders from various ministries and sectors.

It is clear that Thai-Myanmar ties are on an upward trend for three reasons.

First, Bangkok is expected to support and facilitate efforts to ease tensions in Myanmar through inclusive dialogue involving multiple stakeholders.

Nay Pyi Taw has invited opposition forces to participate in a fresh dialogue by July 31. So far, however, these groups have rejected the overture.

Second, Myanmar has invited Thai businesses to resume investment, including in the long-delayed Dawei deep-sea port project, which stalled after the 2021 coup and was later transferred to Russian management.

Thailand's engagement with other international partners will be crucial in pushing these multi-million-dollar projects forward. Japan was previously an important partner, while other deals in energy, agriculture and connectivity remain intact.

Third, Thailand wants to serve as a bridge between Myanmar and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). Mr Sihasak's visit was widely seen as a tacit recognition of the new administration.

It came 10 days after the government in Nay Pyi Taw was formed.

More than 4,000 prisoners were recently released, including former president U Win Myint. Aung San Suu Kyi's sentence was reduced and converted to house arrest. Asean has long called for her release.

Given the current situation, it is pivotal for Asean to assess what progress, if any, Myanmar has made. This would help the bloc decide whether Myanmar can return to leaders' meetings.

Any decision should be based on practical steps that reduce violence, allow humanitarian aid and open space for dialogue among all sides.

With the new government now in place, Asean will need to see "meaningful progress" in line with the goals of the Five-Point Consensus. In Cebu, Foreign Minister Tin Maung Swe was invited to an informal session to present Myanmar's views.

Amid a warmer reception for Myanmar, Asean must remain steadfast on its principles while also giving Nay Pyi Taw a clear path to re-engage. This would help preserve Asean unity and keep its role in the crisis relevant.

For now, Thailand appears to be balancing support for Myanmar's central government with pragmatic engagement with armed and unarmed ethnic groups along the 2,401-kilometre border.

Truth be told, these groups are unlikely to fully accept the current political trajectory. The Anutin government is hoping for a stable post-conflict transition in Myanmar that would benefit Thailand.

Despite the growing focus on Myanmar, Thailand's most immediate diplomatic challenge remains its ties with Cambodia. In a policy statement to Parliament, Mr Anutin identified Thai-Cambodian ties as a top priority.

However, the path forward remains complicated and marred by nationalist sentiment. Mr Anutin appears unwilling to challenge the nationalist fervour that helped return him to Government House.

The National Security Council last week cancelled the long-standing 2001 memorandum of understanding on land boundary demarcation, popularly known as MOU 44. For the past 26 years, despite limited progress, it has provided a framework for bilateral negotiations.

The latest move risks escalating tensions. Phnom Penh has often sought to internationalise aspects of its dispute with Thailand, raising the prospect of legal or diplomatic action.

However, Prime Minister Hun Manet recently said he would prefer bilateral mechanisms to resolve border problems.

At present, the four-month-old ceasefire remains in place but is fragile. Given the role of social media and nationalist advocacy, even minor incidents along the border could undermine the agreement. Both sides must exercise utmost restraint.

The lingering dispute also threatens to complicate regional diplomacy. Thailand and China are preparing to co-host the fifth Mekong-Lancang Cooperation leaders' meeting after it was postponed last year.

Cambodian participation could be affected if bilateral tensions persist. MLC members comprise China, Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand.

The government also faces a third major test in the Muslim-majority southern provinces, which has both domestic and international dimensions.

Successive governments have spent billions of baht on development and security operations to quell unrest in the region, but with limited results. Corruption, policy inconsistency and a lack of local participation have undermined progress.

Now, a new peace team headed by a civilian will lead the Thai negotiating side. It is hoped that, with the government enjoying a majority, this time may be different.

The central authority must address long-standing grievances, including calls for greater local autonomy and recognition of cultural identity, so communities can live with greater dignity.

Cambodia, Myanmar and the southern provinces are the three near-home fronts for Anutin 2.0. At this stage, the government needs a leader who combines expertise, sound judgment and clear communication to navigate increasingly complex challenges.

Thailand may prioritise stabilising ties with Myanmar while allowing tensions with Cambodia to play out, even at some cost.

In the southern provinces, unless Mr Anutin has become a more decisive leader, entrenched interests and competing agendas will continue to complicate efforts to find a lasting resolution.

The longevity of Mr Anutin's leadership depends on his credibility, which can only be earned by tackling these issues without fear or favour.
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									Chanel sets toes free this summer

									The puzzling architecture of Matthieu Blazy's barely-there sandal
								

									Matthieu Blazy's new creative direction for the house of Chanel blows away the entire sandal, leaving only a short, flat heel tied to the ankle.
									The sandal rapidly became a sensation online after the fashion show as the shoe only -- and barely -- supports the ankle, leaving the rest of the foot moving out and about with zero support.

As the shoe debuted as part of Chanel's 2026/27 Cruise show, it makes perfect sense that the "soleless" sandal is made for walking the summer beaches. Nonetheless, many commenters wondered about its suitability for walking anywhere else. 

[image: (Photo: Chanel)]
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Given that feet would inevitably get dirty wearing these shoes, wouldn't the sense of luxury associated with Chanel be lost in translation?

The 2026/27 Cruise collection was unveiled in Biarritz, France, at Gabrielle Chanel's couture house, Villa de Larralde, on April 28. The star-studded front row included house ambassadors like Nicole Kidman and A$AP Rocky in full Chanel attire. 

[image: (Photo: Chanel)]
(Photo: Chanel)



A$AP Rocky's bag also caught the eyes of many fashion fans online. The pink Cha nel item, gifted by Blazy himself, features a pair of tiny pink ballerina slippers dangling from the chain.

"I'm going to give these to my daughter," the rapper explained, gesturing that the charm plays a certain homage to his role as a father away from the stage. 

[image: (Photo: Vincent West, Reuters)]
(Photo: Vincent West, Reuters)



Blazy's fifth show at the house of Chanel lived up to his reputation for whimsical designs that have been shocking the runways and feeds of collectors since Day 1. Check out the designer's Chanel Couture debut here.
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									New movies out this week: Apr 30-May 6

									Put on your cerulean top and go watch 'The Devil Wears Prada 2'
								

									Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									
[image: ]

The Devil Wears Prada 2

Directed by David Frankel.

Who's in it?

Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway and Emily Blunt.

What's it about? 

As Miranda Priestly nears retirement, she reunites with Andy Sachs to face off against her former assistant turned rival: Emily Charlton.

Why watch it? 

The casting calls for the movie called it by the title "Cerulean", referring to the colour used in a famed monologue given by Streep's character Miranda Priestly about the cultural reach of the fashion industry.

[image: ]

Monkey King Jazz (Wukong Jazz)

Directed by Poj Arnon.

Who's in it? 

Padung Songsaeng, Chusak Iamsuk, Kajbundit Jaidee, Jakrin Puripatt, Krisana Panjai, KritanaiAsalaprakit, Ongart Jiamcharoenpornkul and Nipaporn Thitithanakarn.

What's it about? 

The film is adapted from the Journey to the West legend, which is reinterpreted in a contemporary style and tells the story of the adventures of a monkey who has to face demons throughout his journey.[ 1 ]. It was scheduled to be released on April 30, 2026.

Why watch it?

A Thai comedy, drama and fantasy film.

[image: ]

Salmokji: Whispering Water

Directed by Lee Sang-min.

Who's in it?

Kim Hye-yoon, Lee Jong-Won and Kim Jun-han.

What's it about?

An incident that unfolds when a filming team goes to a reservoir to update the road view where an unidentified figure was filmed and encounters something in the dark, deep water.

Why watch it?

Salmokji is the real name of a reservoir located in Yesan Country, South Chungcheong province, South Korea.



Premieres on May 1

[image: ]

Ek Din

Directed by Sunil Pandey.

Who's in it? 

Sai Pallavi, Junaid Khan and Kavin Dave.

What's it about? 

Rohan loves colleague Meera but can't confess his feelings. During a company trip, he wishes to spend one day with her-and his wish comes true.

Why watch it?

Bollywood version of "One Day" (2016).

[image: ]

One Ok Rock Detox Japan Tour 2025 at Nissan Stadium in Cinemas (One Ok Rock Detox In Cinemas)

Directed by Naoto Amazutsumi.

Who's in it?

Kanki, Ryota Kohama, Toru Yamashita and Takahiro Moriuchi.

What's it about?

A career-defining night documenting the band's commanding takeover of Japan's iconic Nissan Stadium where thunderous riffs, soaring vocals and 70,000 voices collide into something electric, forging an unbreakable bond between the band and their worldwide legion of fans.
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									'Lee Cronin's The Mummy' is a strange title

									Lee who? Irish director hardly a household name worthy of vanity billing
								

									I find the title of the recent horror film "Lee Cronin's The Mummy" (2026) particularly weird. Lee Cronin is an emerging director. His 2023 "Evil Dead Rise" was a possessed horror tale that serves as a strong instalment to the Evil Dead franchise. Apart from that, the Irish filmmaker's filmography still lacks other notable works. So, it was a strange choice to see his name in front of a film.
									However, upon researching other film titles in a similar vein, this is more common than expected.

With the help of this list, there recently were Zack Snyder's Justice League (2021) and Guillermo del Toro's Pinocchio (2022). The former was to distinguish the director's cut version from the theatrically released Justice League (2017). The latter was for the same reason, with the mainstream Disney live-action Pinocchio (2022) that was released at the same period. Although del Toro was co-director.

There was also Francis Ford Coppola's film adaptation of Bram Stoker's novel Dracula called Bram Stoker's Dracula (1992), which might lead to some redundancy when referred to as "Francis Ford Coppola's 'Bram Stoker's Dracula'".

Tim Burton's The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) was more peculiar. Although it looks and feels like one, the film was not directed by Tim Burton but by Henry Selick. So why Tim Burton's? The truth is that the original idea was based on Burton's poem. He also helped develop the ideas, concepts, looks and feels of the film. However, he was not available to direct the film at the time and opted for Selick, who specialises in stop motion, to direct the film instead.

As for Cronin, his take on The Mummy was not the first time the Irish director has been involved with a big horror franchise. He made his debut with an original feature film, The Hole in the Ground (2019), before picking up the fifth instalment of the Evil Dead franchise (the second of the soft reboot attempts to make the franchise less comedic and more horror-focused). Evil Dead Rise (2023) was a commercial and critical success (with a title card that is instantly iconic).

						

							
						


In his third project, Cronin seemingly got his hands on The Mummy franchise, but not quite.

If you are familiar with the name The Mummy, you would probably think of the 1999 action adventure starring Brendan Fraser and Rachel Weisz. Or a more modern but forgettable one in 2017 that acts like another reboot of the franchise, this time starring Tom Cruise, which was supposed to be the launching of Universal's Dark Universe franchise but flopped hard, bringing down the film and the Dark Universe with it.

There was a rumour about why the new film bears the director's name. Reports are that the film was meant to be another instalment of the 1999 franchise but Universal backed out due to poor initial screenings, prompting the change in the title. It was said to have been named The Resurrected.

However, according to Variety, Cronin mentioned that Blumhouse Productions, the production company, had a talk with Universal but they already had their own thing. Also, the director mentioned that this was an idea from early in the development process: "They'd read the script and everybody knew what it was and just said, 'This movie has your fingerprints and DNA all over it. Why do you reckon if we did this?'" said Cronin. "And honestly, I was flattered, but I was also unsure. ... But it is a cool way of separating this movie from what's come before."

Thus was born Lee Cronin's The Mummy.

And after seeing it, the film is nothing similar to The Mummy we know. Instead of an action adventure, the film leans more toward a closed-space possession horror similar to the director's previous work.

The film contains some good scary moments but is cut short by its story and some head-scratching moments. (I refuse to believe that when a character was tortured on the second floor, nobody in the house could hear the screams and rush to help.) Moments like these chip away at the tension the film tries to build.

Surely, the film bears no connection to Fraser's or Cruise's versions. But it definitely is its own thing, as its name suggests.
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									Get lost in art at River City Bangkok

									
								

									Enter into a world of imagination shaped by 10 artists during "A Journey Without A Map", which is running at RCB Galleria 1, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until May 31.
									This group exhibition is inspired by L. Frank Baum's beloved classic The Wonderful Wizard Of Oz. It's a tale of Dorothy, an ordinary girl, swept away by a sudden cyclone from everything she knows into the strange and shimmering Land of Oz.

Along the Yellow Brick Road she meets a Scarecrow longing to think, a Tin Man yearning to feel and a Lion searching for courage. Together, they follow a promise towards the great and powerful Wizard of Oz.

Along a path tangled with fear, doubt and quiet wonder, they begin to uncover a gentle truth that what they have been searching for may not be waiting at the end of the road -- but has been quietly growing within them all along.

[image: A painting by Keng Jeans. photos courtesy of River City Bangkok]
A painting by Keng Jeans.




Viewers are invited to step into Dorothy's shoes -- swept away by a cyclone from the familiar and into a journey untethered from certainty.

What unfolds is a world shaped by the imagination and singular perspectives of 10 artists -- Ano, Bakumbaa, Give.Me.Museums, Keng Jeans, Little Theater, Meltboy, Pi-near, RomanticRaiPoet, Tangent and Thani.

Each of them offers their own interpretation of "losing one's way" -- whether through wandering the external world or navigating the uncharted terrain within.

This exhibition offers an invitation to pause, to lose your way, to stumble, to wonder and to ask without apology. Because sometimes, it is only when we step beyond the edges of the map that we begin to see ourselves -- not as who we were meant to be but as who we truly are.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com.
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									Mark Labour Day with a blood donation

									
								

									To mark the National Labour Day tomorrow, the National Blood Centre in collaboration with the Thammasat University Commerce and Accountancy Alumni (TCAA) invites workers of all occupations to boost their spirits and give patients a new lease on life through the "May Day Donate Blood Save Lives - Every Drop From Every Profession Matters" campaign.
									Assoc Prof Dr Dujjai Chaiwanichsiri, director of the National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society, said that Thailand's National Labour Day falls annually on May 1. This internationally recognised day honours workers worldwide and highlights their vital role in driving the nation's economy.

To mark this occasion, all healthy workers across all professions are invited to take part in this campaign. The event will take place at the National Blood Centre, 12 Regional Blood Centres nationwide and Thammasat University Hospital. Participants will receive an exclusive "May Day - Give Blood Now" T-shirt as a souvenir.

Where to donate blood:


	National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society (Henri Dunant Road)



Blood donors may register in advance via Facebook: National Blood Centre, Thai Red Cross Society to reserve a donation slot in advance. Registration ends today.


	12 Regional Blood Centres Nationwide



Regional blood centres are located in Lop Buri, Chon Buri, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Ratchasima, Khon Kaen, Ubon Ratchathani, Nakhon Sawan, Phitsanulok, Chiang Mai, Nakhon Si Thammarat (Thung Song), Songkhla and Phuket.

Additional Locations:

Hua Hin Red Cross Station, Prachuap Khiri Khan. Udon Thani Blood Service.


	Thammasat University Hospital.



Call 02-256-4300 and 02-263-9600/99 ext 1760, 1761 for more information.
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									Enjoy the journey of life with Mama Kaka

									
								

									Art lovers and art toy enthusiasts have until Wednesday to celebrate the joy of living life to the fullest at every stage during "Mama Kaka Solo Exhibition: The Beauty Of Growing Old", which is running at Wattana Hall, 3rd floor of Iconsiam, Charoen Nakhon Road.
									Held to present the beauty of growth and passage of time, this is the first full-scale exhibition of Mama Kaka -- a bold, stylish and joyful grandmother who redefines ageing with confidence and individuality.

Created by artists Eakasit Chankong and Vissarut Suebprasit, the character is a spirited grandmother figure known for her signature pastel outfits adorned with flowers and colourful mushrooms, often accompanied by her charming and small yellow companion.

Through this immersive exhibition, visitors are invited to rethink traditional perceptions of ageing -- discovering instead a narrative filled with joy, confidence and timeless self-expression.

The show is divided into six zones for visitors to discover the inspiration behind the creation of Mama Kaka, step into the character's treasure box of memories and explore different chapters of her life through a series of colourful, emotional and inspiring artworks.

They include art toy models across different versions, a 1.8m-tall balloon installation, a troupe of 76 baby Mama Kaka figures in 76 different hues, short animations, a 300% figure, a limited edition 300% piece, wall sculptures, art toys, painted artworks and paintings as well as collaborative works created with 10 talented artists who reinterpret the character in bold and unexpected new forms.

Also expect to see a delightful range of art toys and exclusive souvenirs including limited-edition collectibles from Toyholic x Bennovo Studio.

Visit facebook.com/ICONSIAM.
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									Bangkok's heat crisis 

									
								

									Bangkok's heat index has been sitting in the "danger" category since April 1, and as of today, that is nearly four weeks without a break. Actual air temperatures are running at 38 to 40 degrees celsius, with high humidity pushing the feels-like temperature significantly higher. On the worst days earlier this month, the heat index hit 58.7 degrees celsius, at which point core body temperature can rise to 40 degrees within just 10 to 15 minutes of outdoor exposure. The reason April hits harder than any other month is structural: Thailand's northeast monsoon ends around mid-February, the cooling rains of the southwest monsoon do not arrive until mid-May, and April sits right in the gap with no cloud cover, no rainfall, and heat building day after day with nowhere to go.
									The city has responded the way it always does, by rerouting. The BTS fills up earlier in the morning and later at night, bracketing the hours when being outside is medically inadvisable. The malls absorb the difference, lunch moves to a food court, and the covered walkway replaces the street. For a significant portion of Bangkok's working population, the practical response to a dangerous heat index is to move between air-conditioned spaces with as little outdoor exposure as possible, a reasonable response to have available to you.

More than 59,000 people have used the city's newly established cooling centres over the past few weeks. Cooling centres are not where people with air-conditioned offices and Grab accounts spend their afternoons. They are where people go when they have no other option, which is a different population from the one reading heat safety infographics on their phones and rescheduling their afternoon plans accordingly.

Construction labourers, street sweepers, and delivery drivers are described by health officials as being on the front lines of the heat crisis. That framing is accurate and also understates the structural reality underneath it, which is that the people most exposed to nearly four weeks of dangerous heat index readings are, with very few exceptions, the people whose income depends on outdoor work and whose ability to respond to a health warning is constrained by the fact that responding to it means not getting paid.

Bangkok has always run on this arrangement, and April's extended heat crisis has not created the inequality so much as made it harder to look away from. The city's capacity to absorb extreme heat is extensive, sophisticated, and distributed almost entirely according to income. Bangkok has erected 255 designated cooling centres across the city, operating in schools, health centres, and district offices during peak hours, with free drinking water available. The BTS extension helps. None of it changes the underlying geometry of who gets to go inside when the heat index hits dangerous, and who goes back to work.

The BMA's advice for the remainder of the month is to stay hydrated, avoid peak sun between 11am and 3pm, and move to an air-conditioned space at the first sign of symptoms. It is good advice. It assumes a set of conditions that not everyone in Bangkok is working with.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: April 29-May 5

									12 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Prime Video, Netflix and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Widow's Bay

Premieres on April 29 

Tom Loftis is the mayor of Widow's Bay, a quiet island community off the coast of New England. Surrounded by superstitious locals who believe the island is cursed, Loftis is dedicated to reviving his small town as a popular tourist destination and creating a better life for his teenage son. When the mayor gets his wish and tourists start flooding the island, he finds out that some of the locals' conspiracy theories weren't just theories.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

La Casa De Los Espiritus (The House Of The Spirits)

Premieres on April 29

The House of the Spirits is a magnificent family saga that tells the epic tale of a proud and passionate family, secret loves, and bloody revolution. The Trueba family's passions, struggles, and secrets span a century of violent social change, culminating in a crisis that hurls the proud, tyrannical patriarch and his beloved granddaughter towards opposite sides of the fence.



DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Border Control: Spain: Season 8

Premieres on April 29

Follow state security forces to discover how they monitor Spain's borders.



HBO / HBO MAX

[image: ]

Wuthering Heights

Premieres on May 1

A bold and original interpretation of one of the greatest love stories of all time, Emerald Fennell's "Wuthering Heights" stars Margot Robbie as Cathy and Jacob Elordi as Heathcliff, whose forbidden passion for one another turns from romantic to intoxicating in an epic tale of lust, love and madness. 



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Our House

Premieres on May 1

A couple's new dream house becomes a nightmare when they find that the next-door neighbours are vicious evil spirits also attempting to infest their home.

[image: ]

The Monk And The Mafia

Premieres on May 1

Hijackers seize a Tibetan monk's flight, stranding him in a war zone where he must convince an armed group to abandon their violent worldview.

[image: ]

Teng-Nong

Premieres on May 1

On a simple delivery job for a gang boss, two blundering pals take a quick detour and catch the attention of the police -- and a deadly assassin.

[image: ]

Teng's Angel

Premieres on May 1 

A rookie angel tries to help a hapless performer woo a supermodel, but his attempts to bridge their worlds backfire in a series of escalating disasters.

[image: ]

Nong-Teng

Premieres on May 1 

When a film shoot threatens to shut down a folk theatre troupe in 1920s Bangkok, an actor and his gangster friend devise a ploy to stop the production. 

[image: ]

Clueless

Premieres on May 1

A well-known filmmaker assembles a group of comedians to star in a new project, but their chaotic collaboration reveals behind-the-scenes silliness.

[image: ]

Goddess Bless You From Death

Premieres on May 2

A young man with acute senses and a by-the-book detective work together to solve ritual murders tied to faith, sacrifice and a recurring killer. 

[image: ]

The Rhythm Of Revenge

Premieres on May 4

Singer Puna dreams of stardom and uncovering the truth behind her parents' deaths, forming an alliance with a police officer as the hunt turns personal.
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									Art-pop icon David Byrne brings 'Who Is The Sky? Tour' to Bangkok

									
								

									Mark your calendars for one of 2026's most anticipated live events as David Byrne brings his acclaimed new production "David Byrne: Who Is The Sky? Tour 2026" to Bangkok on Aug 10. The concert will take place at UOB LIVE, offering Thai audiences their first opportunity to experience the visionary artist's celebrated live performance in person.
									Presented by Live Nation Tero, the Bangkok show is part of Byrne's global tour supporting his latest studio album Who Is The Sky?, released in September 2025 via Remote Control/Matador.

Widely recognised as one of the most innovative figures in modern music, Byrne is best known as the founding member of the groundbreaking art-rock group Talking Heads, while also earning acclaim as a solo artist, filmmaker, author and visual creator.

Renowned for pushing the boundaries of live performance, Byrne's new concert production promises a fully immersive experience that combines music, movement and visual storytelling.

The show features a dynamic ensemble of 13 musicians, singers and dancers, including members of the American Utopia band. In keeping with Byrne's signature theatrical style, the performers remain mobile throughout the set, creating a fluid and energetic stage experience unlike a traditional concert format.

Following a successful North American run that began in September 2025, the tour continued through Australia and New Zealand in early 2026 before heading to Europe and the United Kingdom. The Asia leg of the tour now begins this August, with Bangkok selected as one of its key destinations.

Who Is The Sky? is Byrne's first new album since 2018's award-winning American Utopia. The 12-track release was produced by Grammy Award-winner Kid Harpoon, known for his work with Harry Styles and Miley Cyrus, while arrangements were crafted by New York-based chamber ensemble Ghost Train Orchestra.

The album also features collaborations with notable artists including St. Vincent, Hayley Williams of Paramore, The Smile drummer Tom Skinner and longtime Byrne collaborator Mauro Refosco.

Leading the album is the vibrant single Everybody Laughs, accompanied by an official music video directed by multimedia artist Gabriel Barcia-Colombo.

Praised internationally for seamlessly blending music, dance and multimedia design, "David Byrne: Who Is The Sky? Tour 2026" is expected to be one of Bangkok's standout concert events of the year.

The performance takes place on August 10, 2026 at UOB LIVE. Ticket prices start from 2,800 baht. Mastercard presale runs from May 6 at 10am to May 7 at 10am, followed by Live Nation Tero member presale on May 7 from 12pm to 10pm. General ticket sales begin on May 8 via Thaiticketmajor.
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									Pet Expo Thailand is back

									
								

									"Guardians Of The Heart" is the theme for Pet Expo Thailand 2026, which returns as one of the most exciting lifestyle events for animal lovers, at Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, from tomorrow to Sunday.
									Spanning across Hall 5-8 on the LG floor and expanding to the newly opened Event Hall on B2, the event offers an even larger space for pet parents to discover new brands, try out products and connect with fellow pet lovers along the way.

Set in a warm and welcoming atmosphere that feels more like a community than a trade show, the expo brings together more than 300 companies across over 850 booths, offering everything from premium pet food and grooming to healthcare, accessories and lifestyle products. Exclusive deals and promotions will be available.

Also, expect to see international exhibitors from Japan, South Korea, China and Malaysia.

One of the highlights is the variety of themed animal zones designed to create a fun and memorable experience. At Special Small Pets area, visitors can explore adorable and unique animals like White Ear rabbits, charming guinea pigs and fluffy chinchillas.

The Exotic Pet Zone showcases rare species such as iguanas, bush babies, and even snakes, while the Pet Village offers a chance to spend time with animals like capybaras, miniature horses and pygmy goats in a warm, joyful setting that encourages interaction and connection.

Throughout the four-day event, the Activity Area keeps the energy alive with a packed schedule of entertainment, including competitions, interactive experiences and appearances from influencers and celebrities.

Also, easy parking and pet-friendly services like stroller rentals and cargo assistance are designed to make the day enjoyable for both owners and their pets.

Entry fee is 20 baht. Visit petexpothailand.net or facebook.com/PetExpoClub.
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