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Why Can't Parkland Be Used as a Park? Ask the Judges Who Park There.

A decades-old fight over a parking lot reserved for judges in Brooklyn has picked up steam with a new generation of combatants.

For more than six decades, judges have been able to use a parking lot carved out of a section of Columbus Park in Downtown Brooklyn. Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times



By Dana Rubinstein



Apr 29, 2026 at 04:01 p.m.

One of New York City's longest-running turf wars festers in the shadows of municipal Brooklyn.

The battlefield in question seems utterly unremarkable. Its asphalt is cracked. Pigeons meander among the weeds that surround it. And yet, to the Brooklyn judges who preside in the neighboring courthouse, it is a sanctuary as inviolate as the law they are elected to adjudicate, and woe unto those who threaten it.

For more than 60 years, the judges have used this patch of land as a parking lot. And for roughly half that time, a broad swath of Brooklyn society -- public officials, neighborhood gadflies and parents alike -- have argued that the lot should be converted into a park.

Their argument is based on more than a stubborn desire for more green space: The land is parkland.

Two Democrats from Brooklyn are leading the renewed fight to get the judges booted, and part of their battle strategy is to draw the new mayor, Zohran Mamdani, to their side.

There are few issues more divisive than parking among dwellers in this space-constrained, archipelago city. For those who have cars, there is never enough of it. For their opponents, cars are anti-urbanist forces that destroy the environment and take up precious street space that might otherwise go toward cycling or walking.

To New Yorkers like those, the judges' perpetual squatting on mapped parkland is nothing short of an abomination. Over decades, their simmering sense of injustice has fueled intermittent political efforts to evict the cars. Literally and figuratively, the judges have remained unmoved.

Two decades ago, Abraham Gerges, then an administrative judge for State Supreme Court in Brooklyn, was one of the parking lot's staunchest defenders. Now retired, he expressed shock in a recent interview that this debate remained unsettled, and maintained that parking near the courts was necessary because judges face threats.

As he made his case, his wife interceded.

"Someone from jail threatened your life!" she said. (The threat, according to a memorable 2002 article in The New York Post, involved a convict who "tried to find a witch doctor to place a deadly voodoo hex" on the judge. Mr. Gerges was given round-the-clock protection.)

Death threats, Mr. Gerges said, "are not unusual things."

If anything, they have become more prevalent. Last year, the Department of Homeland Security alerted law enforcement agencies of a spike in the harassment of judges. The New York Times recently reported that it had independently identified thousands of threats against state judges spanning just the last three years.

The justices say having a safe and close place to park three dozen cars seems like a reasonable request, even at the expense of parkland.

But to those who want to see the judges evicted, this festering dispute is the embodiment of everything that is wrong with the Democratic political machine that controls Brooklyn, from the judges it helps select to their extrajudicial power over acreage that rightly belongs to the public.

"Anywhere else in this city, this wouldn't even be a discussion; it wouldn't even be a conversation," said Antonio Reynoso, the borough president whose offices in Borough Hall bookend the parking lot. "It's park space."

On a wintry afternoon, Mr. Reynoso took a reporter to the maps room on the top floor of Borough Hall, Brooklyn's oldest public building. He asked an aide to show him the book of maps containing the parking lot.

An office manager, Jessica Kallo, pulled out a topographical, cloth-paged book from 1945 and opened it to a hand-drawn map showing the lot within the confines of Columbus Park, a green space that the Brooklyn officials say sprawls across 7.9 acres and encompasses Borough Hall.

Then Mr. Reynoso headed to his conference room to show his vision for a redesigned park, replacing the judges' parking lot with a lawn, a kiosk, a public restroom and plantings, with a path winding among them.

New York City maps indicate the space used for the judges' parking lot is city parkland. Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times


Fixing a 'supreme bungle'

The judges say history is on their side.

Archival newspaper records indicate that parking for the courthouse -- which one critic likened to a " beached limestone whale" -- has, on and off, been a "sore point" for the Downtown Brooklyn community for 68 years. But in the 1950s, the issue was not the existence of judicial parking, but rather the lack of it.

A Daily News article from 1958 entitled, "Whoops! A Supreme Bungle," criticized the government for building a courthouse without adequate parking spots.

Even Robert Moses, then the city's parks commissioner, was flummoxed.

"We suggested having parking in the basement of the building, but we got nowhere with the idea," a parks spokesman told the newspaper.

By the following year, the city had decided to allow the judges to store their cars in a section of Columbus Park.

In the most recent court battle over the lot, the judges cited a 1959 news article from a long-defunct newspaper, The New York World-Telegram, which described the site as "exclusively for the use of the 18 justices of the court and high administrative officials." This was evidence, the 21st-century judges argued, that the parking lot had always been intended as theirs.

Newspaper archives suggest that the debate remained relatively dormant for decades. But quietly, over time, the tenor changed. 

In 1999, when the state was seeking community support to build a new courthouse on nearby Jay Street, the administrative judge promised to move cars from the park to the courthouse's new garage, The Daily News reported. That didn't happen. Instead, the judges gave up 16 parking spots in a strip of land that used to be part of Fulton Street, and borders the existing parking lot.

The lot is accessible via a curb cut from Joralemon Street, the location of Brooklyn Law School, and the Brooklyn Municipal Building, home to a hodgepodge of city agencies.

The signage adjoining the parking lot is as confusing as its status. One sign reads, "authorized vehicles only." A bit to the right, another sign attached to a wrought-iron fence reads "Columbus Park" above the Parks Department emblem -- the silhouette of a leaf that Parks Department experts believe might belong to a London plane. Behind the sign is an actual London plane tree. Behind the tree is the parking lot.

On a Tuesday in April, the lot was populated by a white Volvo, two black Lexuses, a gray Mercedes SUV, a black BMW, a gray Acura, a black Subaru and a black Tesla. There were also eight empty spaces and a black Honda whose license plate -- "Supreme Court 76" -- Mr. Reynoso finds ironic, given the judges' stated concerns.

"If safety was paramount, maybe they have inconspicuous plates versus plates like this," he said.

Antonio Reynoso, the Brooklyn borough president, has proposed a new park for Downtown Brooklyn that would restore the judges' parking lot back to parkland. Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times


Calling in the big guns

The area around the courthouse has long suffered for park space, but a 2004 rezoning of Downtown Brooklyn probably made it worse. The goal was to attract new office tower development, but a forest of residential towers sprouted instead.

Still, for the 50 or so State Supreme Court judges who now work in the courthouse on Adams Street, just south of the federal courthouse on Cadman Plaza East, it is not as though parking spaces are nonexistent.

The streets immediately surrounding the courthouse have as many as 46 on-street parking spots available to court employees, according to an April 2025 email from the Brooklyn transportation commissioner to Mr. Reynoso and Lincoln Restler, a city councilman. Casting the net wider would hike that number to 160 authorized on-street spots.

Other options have been floated.

Last June, Todd Bristol, the former chief operating officer of Brooklyn Law School, reached out to Mr. Restler. In an email, Mr. Bristol said he had been following the story of the disputed parking lot, and a Brooklyn Law School residence, Feil Hall, at 205 State Street, had a parking garage with room for more cars.

The Marriott Hotel and office building across the street sits atop a 1,000-car garage where officials with other security-minded organizations, including the Secret Service and the district attorney's office, park their cars, a representative for Muss Development, the hotel's owner, said. That garage could also accommodate the judges.

Mr. Reynoso and Mr. Restler say they have made their case in meetings with court officials, at their offices and during a field trip to the area surrounding the contested parking lot. Mr. Reynoso even proposed a de facto valet service, where the judges could drop their cars off, and those cars could be brought somewhere else.

Any hope of a compromise was seemingly shelved last summer when the Board of Supreme Court Justices of Kings County sued the city.

By then, the plans to remake Columbus Park, including the parking lot, were gaining steam. The borough president and the councilman had enlisted the city's parks and transportation departments, two architecture firms and the local business partnership to envision a new green space, one that, as Mr. Reynoso put it, had the "symptoms" of a park: a playground, a skatepark, stands of trees. They even secured $21 million in city funding.

The judges grew alarmed. And in July, they sued the city and Eric Adams, then in his last year as mayor, arguing that New York had violated a 2008 agreement requiring it seek the judges' approval before removing the parking lot and asserting that the city has the "legal, practical, and moral" obligation to provide judicial parking. They did not dispute that the area was parkland.

"No alternatives have yet been proposed that would provide adequate security for our judges," Al Baker, the spokesman for the state Office of Court Administration, said recently. "The current lot, which has been in that location since the courthouse was built in the middle of the last century, provides the necessary security for our judges who are under increasing threats."

Enter Randy Mastro, Mr. Adams's first deputy mayor, whose reputation as a talented, bare-knuckled brawler preceded him. He said he learned of the lawsuit during the mayor's daily staff meeting for senior aides. He resolved to find out if the city was, in fact, planning to tear out the judges' parking lot.

He determined that the plans were theoretical at best, and called up Arthur Aidala, whose law firm was representing the judges, to let him know. After a little information and a little persuasion, the lawsuit was dropped.

"I made the call and then the case was withdrawn, if not that day then the next day," Mr. Mastro said. "It was a frivolous suit."

Mr. Aidala's memory confirmed Mr. Mastro's recollection.

"We were told that there's no plans to take away their parking lot, so it's a frivolous issue," Mr. Aidala said.

And yet, Mr. Reynoso and Mr. Restler persisted.

That September, they sent a letter to Justin Barry, executive director of the Office of Court Administration, and David Nocenti, counsel for the office, saying that they recognized "the safety of judges is of paramount importance in these turbulent times," but also noting that the judges had access to ample street parking.

Mr. Barry responded promptly.

Each of the options the politicians had presented "degrades and jeopardizes the safety of our judges assigned to 360 Adams Street," he wrote.

At the moment, park advocates see some reason for hope. Mr. Reynoso has appealed to Mr. Mamdani. Earlier this month, the mayor's corporation counsel, Steven Banks, met with Mr. Restler. The councilman emerged from the meeting more hopeful than he had felt in years.

"He was sympathetic to our community's desire for more park space," Mr. Restler said.

The judges, however, remain unpersuaded.

"They've told us very clearly that we need to go somewhere else," Mr. Reynoso said.

Susan C. Beachy contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/29/nyregion/brooklyn-judges-parking-columbus-park.html
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Russia's Victory Day Parade Won't Have the Usual Display of Armor

The absence of tanks and other heavy military vehicles on Red Square will highlight the heavy toll of the war in Ukraine.

Last year's Victory Day parade in Moscow's Red Square featured a large force of armored vehicles. Kirill Kudryavtsev/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Ivan Nechepurenko



Apr 29, 2026 at 11:15 p.m.

In a departure from decades of tradition, Russia will hold its annual Victory Day parade without heavy military equipment rolling across Red Square, the government said on Wednesday, acknowledging that long-range Ukrainian strikes were forcing the Kremlin to downsize its showcase of power and pride.

For years, President Vladimir V. Putin used the May 9 event, a grand celebration of the Soviet triumph over Nazi Germany, to demonstrate Russia's military might. Tanks, howitzers and nuclear missile launchers have traditionally paraded on Red Square before Mr. Putin and guests including President George W. Bush in 2005 and President Xi Jinping of China in 2015 and 2025.

But this year, the Russian Defense Ministry said, citing the "operational situation," there will be no column of military equipment or marching students from military secondary schools. The parade will conclude with a flyover by Russian aerobatic teams and Su-25 ground-attack jets, the ministry said.

Speaking with reporters, Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin's spokesman, blamed Ukrainian strikes against targets deep inside Russia for the decision to host the parade in a "truncated format." A Ukrainian attack last week against a major refinery in the town of Tuapse on the Black Sea caused an oil leak and a fire that lasted for days and released toxic fumes. And in late March and April, Ukraine struck Russian ports on the Baltic and Black seas, disrupting oil exports.

Mr. Peskov said that "all measures are, of course, being taken to minimize danger" to the Victory Day celebrations in Moscow.

Tanks were long the intimidating centerpiece of Russian ground forces, but in Ukraine they have proved to be vulnerable to drones and other weapons. Thousands have been destroyed in a war that has made both armored vehicles and the Russian military seem less imposing.

Their absence from Red Square underscores how, after more than four years of fighting -- a conflict already longer than the war between Germany and the Soviet Union -- Russia has been unable to achieve a decisive victory. In recent months, Russian troops have made only incremental gains despite losing hundreds of soldiers daily, either killed or severely wounded.

The parade has traditionally transcended divisions in Russia, serving as an expression of national pride in a country where almost every family had relatives who fought against Nazi Germany.

The Kremlin has tried to justify the invasion of Ukraine by falsely asserting that the government in Kyiv has been hijacked by a group of Nazis and posed a threat to Russia. The annual parade is a forum for promoting the war and the attempt to link it to the Soviet struggle against Nazism.

This year's event will feature a live broadcast showing troops at the front line in Ukraine and crews of the Russian nuclear forces, aerospace divisions and Navy vessels.

Mr. Peskov noted that last year's parade -- which featured more than 180 military vehicles -- commemorated the 80th anniversary of the Soviet victory, so this year's event was naturally smaller, he said.

But in previous years without a notable anniversary, the event had usually featured significant hardware, with dozens of armored vehicles. Even in the notably sparse 2023 parade, which did not have a single modern tank, a World War II-era T-34 tank led a column of about 40 military vehicles.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/29/world/europe/russia-victory-day-parade-tanks.html
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White House Urges House to Quickly Fund D.H.S.

The call amounted to a rebuke of Speaker Mike Johnson, who has delayed action on a homeland security spending bill and suggested this week that it needed changes.

The memo calls for the "immediate passage" of a stalled bill to reopen the Department of Homeland Security. Salwan Georges for The New York Times



By Michael Gold
Reporting from the Capitol


Apr 29, 2026 at 08:35 a.m.

The White House on Tuesday urged the House to immediately pass a stalled bipartisan spending bill to reopen the Department of Homeland Security, which Republicans have refused to take up since the Senate passed it nearly a month ago.

The request, in a memo sent to members of Congress by the White House's budget office, amounted to a rebuke of Speaker Mike Johnson, who has delayed action on the measure even as the homeland security shutdown has dragged into its 10th week. It came a day after he suggested that he wanted to make modifications to the measure that could further slow its path to enactment.

In the memo, a copy of which was viewed by The New York Times, the Trump administration appeared to dismiss Mr. Johnson's idea, calling for the "immediate passage" of the measure "as passed by the Senate." That bill contains no funding for immigration enforcement after Democrats refused to support that without restrictions on federal agents' tactics and conduct, which the G.O.P. would not agree to.

The White House also directed the House to quickly approve a Republican budget blueprint that would pave the way for a filibuster-proof bill that would establish a $70-billion multiyear fund for immigration enforcement, which Republicans view as a key component of ending the shutdown.

The memo, first reported by Punchbowl News, came as the House was paralyzed by Republican infighting that kept Mr. Johnson from bringing the budget plan -- or any of the other major policy items he had scheduled for the week -- to the floor. House leaders canceled planned votes on Tuesday afternoon, as it was unclear whether they had enough support to clear a key procedural hurdle to bring up several bills.

That inaction threatened to prolong the shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security, even as Mr. Johnson and Senator John Thune of South Dakota, the Republican majority leader, jointly endorsed a two-step plan weeks ago to end it.

House Speaker Mike Johnson has faced increasing pressure from rank-and-file House members and senators of both parties to bring the shutdown to an end. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


On April 1, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Thune vowed to pass a spending bill to fund the department except for the agencies carrying out the Trump administration's immigration crackdown. They would then begin work on a separate bill to fund ICE and Border Patrol through the end of Mr. Trump's second term using a special budget process, known as reconciliation, that could skirt a Democratic filibuster.

Mr. Trump backed the plan, and Mr. Thune passed the spending bill quickly, with no objection from either party. House Democrats also said they would back it.

But Mr. Johnson stalled, as many Republicans balked at a measure that failed to fund immigration enforcement, though the administration has been paying for those functions through a fund enacted last summer as part of their tax cut and domestic policy law. The speaker and other House Republicans have said they would not move on the measure to reopen the department until they saw progress on the reconciliation bill.

Yet with the House scheduled to leave Washington on Thursday for a 12-day recess, Mr. Johnson has faced increasing pressure from rank-and-file House members and senators of both parties to bring the shutdown to an end.

Mr. Thune has rejected Mr. Johnson's calls for changes to the plan they both endorsed weeks ago, and which the Senate has passed twice only to see it languish in the House.

"The administration made it very clear that they wanted and expected that hopefully to be picked up and passed by the House," he told reporters on Tuesday. "Well, that was 27 days ago."

The dispute has shifted the spotlight from Democrats' role in forcing the shutdown to the G.O.P.'s internal disputes about how to end it.

"The Department of Homeland Security remains unfunded because of House Republicans and the inability of Republicans, House and Senate, to get their act together," said Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader.

In its memo, the White House added to the pressure by warning that the administration was running out of money that it had tapped to pay Homeland Security employees during the shutdown at Mr. Trump's direction.

"The administration will be unable to pay all D.H.S. personnel beginning in May," it wrote, warning that such a lapse would "unleash havoc on air travel" and require Secret Service agents and the Coast Guard to work without pay.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/28/us/politics/congress-dhs-funding.html
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Loss of Emirates Further Weakens OPEC's Influence

The exit of the United Arab Emirates is the most significant in a series of departures from the oil cartel in recent years.

Oil storage in Big Spring, Texas. OPEC is less powerful than it once was, in no small part because of the rise of U.S. oil production. Brandon Bell/Getty Images



By Ivan Penn and Rebecca F. Elliott



Apr 29, 2026 at 04:04 p.m.

OPEC will be less powerful without one of its leading members, the United Arab Emirates. The question is: How much?

The emergence of the United States as the world's largest oil producer has diminished the grip that the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries had over the global market, as has the departure of several of the cartel's members.

But the announcement on Tuesday that the Emirates, a major oil producer, is leaving after more than 50 years of membership comes at a difficult moment for the organization. The United States and Israel are locked in a uneasy standoff with Iran, a founding member of OPEC that has effectively shut down much of the flow of oil and natural gas from the Persian Gulf. During the two-month war, Iran has also attacked its partners in the cartel.

"There's no way to underplay U.A.E.'s departure," said Frank Fannon, who was an assistant secretary of state for energy resources in the first Trump administration. "It's part and parcel of a general shift. There's the lack of trust among members, particularly with one of them shooting at other members. It's a very big deal."

For now, the chaos in global oil markets from the war with Iran and effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial Persian Gulf shipping channel, is overshadowing the fallout from the Emirates' pending departure. Regardless of how many members OPEC has, the Gulf has become an unreliable energy supplier.

Indeed, oil prices hardly budged in response to the Emirates' announcement.

The longer-term consequences will become clearer if and when the strait reopens, allowing producers throughout the region to return to prewar production and export levels.

Without the Emirates, the cartel's largest oil producers will be Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran. That is hardly anybody's idea of a chummy group.

"It's pretty hard to envision how OPEC could continue to be a functioning organization for friendly collaboration, at least in the short term and maybe forever," said Amy Myers Jaffe, an energy consultant and the director of New York University's Energy, Climate Justice and Sustainability Lab.

Others cautioned that OPEC had survived previous departures and found ways to adapt to changes in the geopolitics of oil.

To make up for OPEC's reduced clout, Saudi Arabia, the cartel's de facto leader, has coordinated oil production with Russia in recent years through a group of eight countries called OPEC Plus.

"The death of OPEC has been proclaimed many times before, and the withdrawal of a producer as important as the U.A.E. is certainly a large blow," said Jason Bordoff, the founding director of the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University. "But I don't think we know enough yet to proclaim OPEC dead."

Before OPEC formed in 1960, the international oil market was dominated by the "Seven Sisters" -- multinational energy companies that would eventually, through name changes and mergers, become Shell, Chevron, Exxon Mobil and BP.

Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela created OPEC in part because they chafed at the power of the Seven Sisters. But over the last 30 years, several members have suspended or terminated their membership, including some that left and rejoined.

Ecuador suspended its membership in 1992 but it rejoined in 2007 and then left again in 2020. Indonesia suspended its membership in 2009 and reactivated in 2016, only to go inactive again the same year. Qatar, which exports both oil and natural gas, left in 2019 and Angola in 2024.

At its largest, the cartel had 16 members, but after the Emirates' departure it will have 11, many of them smaller producers in Africa that benefit from the united voice of an organization that gives them a seat at a global table.

But none of the departures were quite like that of the Emirates, which accounts for about 12 percent of OPEC's production, or around 3.6 million barrels of oil a day. Now, the Emirates will be free to increase production as it wishes once the Strait of Hormuz reopens.

After the decision, which followed growing tension with Saudi Arabia, the Emirati energy minister, Suhail Al Mazrouei, sought to reassure the market.

"We will look for the right measures to balance the market, the right measures to help the consumers all over the world," he told The New York Times.

Analysts at Morningstar said the Emirates was seeking to advance its own ambitions as it evolved "into one of the region's diversified energy powerhouses, driven by electrification and economic growth."

Outside of Saudi Arabia, the Emirates was one of the few OPEC members with meaningful spare capacity -- or the ability to increase production on short notice. The flexibility to sell more oil has long allowed the group to exert influence over global oil prices, Morningstar analysts said.

By leaving OPEC, the Emirates is more closely aligning itself with the United States, which has long sought to undermine the OPEC's influence. President Trump has repeatedly badgered the cartel to produce more oil to lower prices.

The United States itself has become a leading fossil fuel producer. In 2011, it surpassed Russia in natural gas production and in 2018 overtook Saudi Arabia and Russia as the leading oil producer, according to the Energy Information Administration.

Saudi leaders are likely to seek to keep the rest of OPEC together to maintain as much control as it can over the oil market and prices, said Richard Goldberg, a senior fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a Washington research organization, who previously worked at the National Security Council.

"The Saudis want to stay with other Gulf producers like Kuwait and Iraq," Mr. Goldberg said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/29/business/energy-environment/uae-opec-oil-cartel.html
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Warsh Clears an Early Hurdle on Path to Fed Chair

The Senate Banking Committee advanced Kevin Warsh's nomination as Fed chair on Wednesday, teeing up the full chamber to hold a vote soon.

Kevin M. Warsh, President Trump's nominee for Federal Reserve chair. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Tony Romm
Reporting from Washington


Apr 29, 2026 at 09:15 p.m.

Kevin M. Warsh moved one step closer on Wednesday to becoming the next chair of the Federal Reserve, after Republicans on a key Senate panel advanced his nomination to the full chamber for a final vote.

The development all but guaranteed that Mr. Warsh, a Fed governor from 2006 to 2011, would eventually take over leadership at the central bank. But it remains unclear whether the Senate can complete the confirmation process before May 15, when the term of Jerome H. Powell, the current chair, expires.

For weeks, Mr. Warsh's nomination was bogged down while the Trump administration investigated Mr. Powell over cost overruns related to a renovation of Fed headquarters. Mr. Powell, along lawmakers and Fed watchers, saw the inquiry as politically motivated, part of a broader campaign by President Trump to pressure Fed policymakers into lowering interest rates.

That led one key Republican member of the Senate Banking Committee, Senator Thom Tillis of North Carolina, to refuse to allow a vote on Mr. Warsh until federal prosecutors dropped their investigation into Mr. Powell. The government complied last week, and Mr. Tillis soon after released his chokehold on Mr. Warsh, whom the senator has described as highly qualified for the top Fed role.

The 13-11 panel vote on Wednesday saw every Democrat oppose Mr. Warsh, though most party lawmakers did not attend the meeting in person and opted to cast their vote by proxy. 

"A vote today by this committee to advance Mr. Warsh will bring the president one step closer to completing his illegal attempt to seize control of the Fed and to artificially juice the economy," Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, the leading Democrat on the banking committee, said shortly before the vote.

Ms. Warren has repeatedly referred to Mr. Warsh as a "sock puppet" and questioned whether he can appropriately manage the nation's monetary policy without bending to the influence of the White House. She and other Democrats have also taken issue with Mr. Warsh's finances. 

If he is confirmed, he would enter office as perhaps the wealthiest Fed chair in history. Mr. Warsh has promised to divest more than $100 million in assets. Still, Democrats have criticized Mr. Warsh for both the timing of those sales and the lack of transparency around them.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/29/business/economy/warsh-federal-reserve-chair.html
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OpenAI Trial Starts With Two Very Different Tales of a Company's Early Years

In the trial's first day of testimony, Elon Musk said greed led co-founder Sam Altman to pull the A.I. lab away from its nonprofit roots. OpenAI says that's nonsense.

Elon Musk arriving at the Ronald V. Dellums U.S. Courthouse in Oakland Tuesday.  Brennan Smart for The New York Times



By Cade Metz and Mike Isaac
Reporting from the Ronald V. Dellums U.S. Courthouse in Oakland, Calif.


Apr 29, 2026 at 04:57 a.m.

On the first day of testimony in a landmark trial between Elon Musk and OpenAI's Sam Altman, two notably different tales were offered of how OpenAI evolved from a nonprofit artificial intelligence lab into one of the most influential tech companies in the world.

In Mr. Musk's telling, OpenAI's shift was one of the greatest heists in history -- a nonprofit ripped from its promise of altruism by the greed of Mr. Altman, who founded OpenAI with Mr. Musk and a group of A.I. researchers more than 10 years ago. In OpenAI's recounting of those early days, however, it was Mr. Musk who was the voracious capitalist. And when the lab's other founders refused to go along with his plans, he left in a huff.

"This lawsuit is very simple: It is not OK to steal a charity," Mr. Musk said Tuesday on the witness stand in an Oakland, Calif., courtroom. If Mr. Altman and OpenAI are allowed to continue with their plans, he added, "It will give license to looting every charity in America."

A nine-member jury, seated a day earlier in federal court by Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers, will hear from tech moguls, former OpenAI board members and employees in what is expected to be a monthlong trial. The jurors' decision could shift the balance of power among A.I. companies, with Mr. Musk seeking $150 billion in damages and an order that OpenAI, now valued at about $730 billion, unwind its for-profit plans.

The trial -- pitting the richest man in the world against the pioneer of the tech industry's artificial intelligence boom -- has drawn protesters and extra security to the normally quiet streets of downtown Oakland.

Mr. Musk and Mr. Altman were each whisked through a private entrance to the Ronald V. Dellums U.S. Courthouse as a line of lawyers and reporters waited to enter. Security had become more of a concern after a man, believed to be angry about A.I., was recently arrested after the authorities say he threw a firebomb at Mr. Altman's San Francisco home.

It was clear in the courtroom that the feud between Mr. Musk and Mr. Altman has become deeply personal. As Judge Gonzalez Rogers broke for a brief recess on Monday before welcoming prospective jurors, Mr. Altman approached a New York Times reporter and said, "I hope you enjoy this." And before lawyers made their opening statements on Tuesday, the judge admonished Mr. Musk about his prolific social media postings targeting OpenAI and mocking Mr. Altman as "Scam Altman."

"How can we get things done without you making things worse outside the courtroom?" she asked. Mr. Musk said he was just responding to things OpenAI had said online. The judge asked him -- and Mr. Altman -- to start with a "clean slate" and "keep things to a minimum" on social media. They agreed.

Sam Altman leaves the courtroom for a recess on Tuesday. Brennan Smart for The New York Times


In his opening statement, Mr. Musk's lead counsel, Steven Molo, accused Mr. Altman and his fellow OpenAI executives of "stealing a charity."

After Mr. Musk helped found OpenAI as a nonprofit, Mr. Molo said, Mr. Altman and others unjustly enriched themselves by transforming the charitable organization into a moneymaking enterprise. He compared today's OpenAI to a museum store that has taken over the museum. "A museum store can't loot the muse, steal all the Picasssos and use them to turn a profit," he told the jury.

William Savitt, OpenAI's lead counsel, said in his opening statement that was "sour grapes."

"We are here because Musk didn't get his way at OpenAI," he said. "My clients had the nerve to go on and succeed without him. Mr. Musk did not like that."

OpenAI's lawyers (as well as a lawyer from Microsoft, which is an OpenAI investor and partner that was also named in the suit) argued that Mr. Musk didn't seem to care that much about OpenAI after he left in 2018. He didn't say anything when Microsoft invested $1 billion in the lab a year later. But when OpenAI's chatbot ChatGPT became a hit in 2022, he started to pay attention.

"That's when the sour grapes kick in," Mr. Savitt said.

Lead defense attorney for OpenAI William Savitt. Brennan Smart for The New York Times

Elon Musk's Lead Council Steven Molo. Brennan Smart for The New York Times

William Savitt, left, OpenAI's lead counsel, and Steven Molo, Elon Musk's lead counsel. Brennan Smart for The New York Times

Mr. Musk, the first witness called by his lawyers, recounted his formative years leading to the creation of OpenAI, including a stint as a young lumberjack -- a surprise to many in the courtroom -- and his belief that he could help shape the future through technology.

Thirty minutes into this trip through his career, Mr. Musk said the goal of Neuralink, his start-up that aims to implant computer chips in people's heads, is "A.I. safety."

"If we can achieve an A.I.-human symbiosis," he said. "We can achieve an A.I. that is better for humanity."

Throughout his testimony, Mr. Musk said his various companies were efforts to benefit humanity. He said he created OpenAI after a chat with the Google co-founder Larry Page, who called Mr. Musk a "specieist," meaning a person who favors humans over the digital life-forms of the future.

"I wanted a company to be a counterweight to Google -- to be the opposite of Google," he said. This company would not have a "profit motive," he added, and would freely share its technology with the rest of the world. He painted himself as the driving force behind building the nonprofit A.I. lab before it was taken away from him.

"I came up with the name, recruited the key people, and raised the funding," Mr. Musk said. He acknowledged that he was part of discussions to create a for-profit part of the enterprise but he wanted to keep the for-profit small. A for-profit was fine, he added, "as long as the tail did not wag the dog."

Before the judge ended testimony for the day, Mr. Musk said he ultimately quit OpenAI because the other founders demanded too much equity in the for-profit company and the process of creating a for-profit had become too annoying. He is expected to continue his testimony on Wednesday morning.

Evidence boxes arrive at the Ronald V. Dellums U.S. Courthouse for the OpenAI trial. Brennan Smart for The New York Times


(The Times has sued OpenAI and Microsoft, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. The two companies have denied the suit's claims.)

Mr. Musk filed his lawsuit in 2024, nine years after he and Mr. Altman and Greg Brockman, the company president also named in the suit, founded OpenAI with several A.I. researchers.

They soon realized that a nonprofit could not raise the enormous amounts of money they needed. Mr. Musk proposed folding OpenAI into his electric car company, Tesla, according to emails admitted into evidence in the court case. But he eventually left in a power struggle with Mr. Altman.

Mr. Altman and OpenAI raised $1 billion from Microsoft and agreed to license OpenAI's technologies to the tech giant. Mr. Musk eventually founded his own A.I. company, xAI. 

Last year, OpenAI restructured its for-profit company to prepare for a possible initial public offering on Wall Street, but the original nonprofit maintained control over the company.

Mr. Musk folded xAI this year into his rocket company, SpaceX, which is expected to go public as soon as this summer in an offering that could value the company at more than $1.5 trillion. In fact, Mr. Musk is in court just as SpaceX was set to make its case to existing and prospective investors this week at its facilities in Hawthorne, Calif.

If the jury finds in Mr. Musk's favor, Judge Gonzalez Rogers will decide on monetary damages and other remedies.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/28/technology/openai-trial-elon-musk-sam-altman.html
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How Will BTS Endure a Grueling World Tour? We Asked Their Ex-Trainer.

K-pop stars must develop stamina and prevent injuries while also maintaining the lithe physique their industry demands, the band's former trainer says.

BTS performed a comeback concert in central Seoul in late March, their first group appearance after a four-year hiatus.



By Francesca Regalado



Apr 25, 2026 at 04:45 p.m.

BTS, the biggest band in K-pop, will on Saturday kick off the U.S. leg of a world tour covering at least 11 months, 80 concerts and 34 cities.

The physical demands will be intense. In addition to performing high-energy dance routines onstage, they will also devote hours each day to rehearsals, fittings, hair and makeup sessions, photo shoots and media appearances.

All that typically happens on as little as four hours of sleep, and much of the preparation happens in the gym before the tour begins, the band's former trainer, Kim Jinwoo, said in an exclusive interview.

Mr. Kim, 42, who was the band's conditioning coach through their first four tours, compared its members to professional athletes. But unlike athletes, he said, K-pop stars must train to develop stamina and prevent injuries while also maintaining the specific physique that their industry demands.

"It's a job that puts much more strain on the body than most people realize," he said, speaking at his fitness club in Seoul. A song from the new BTS record, "Arirang," was playing in the sleek, all-black weight room.

Mr. Kim began working with BTS when its members -- Jin, Suga, J-Hope, RM, Jimin, V and Jung Kook -- were in their early 20s. (Now, all but one, Jung Kook, are in their 30s.)

He can be seen in "Burn the Stage," a documentary about the band's 2017 tour, helping Jin stretch on a mat in a hotel room. In another scene, he tends to a band member's injured ankle while Jung Kook and J-Hope look on.

"BTS were just like little kids back then," Mr. Kim said, recalling their 2017 performance at the American Music Awards. "They looked incredibly nervous. I actually choked up, thinking, 'Will my kids be able to do well out there?'"

Kim Jinwoo, left, spraying propolis into BTS member J-Hope's mouth in 2017. Singers use propolis, which is produced by bees, to soothe their vocal cords. Kim Jinwoo


He traveled with the group until the pandemic, when trainers from the band's management company, Hybe, took charge of their fitness routine. Now he works with other celebrity clients at his club in Seoul's exclusive Cheongdam neighborhood.

The actors and K-pop stars who make up about half the club's clientele define their figures by targeting specific body parts, Mr. Kim said. Warming up on a stair machine is preferable to running on a treadmill because it burns calories and builds gluteal muscles without bulking up calves, for example. Another machine with a wide metal platform sends electrical current through the body to stimulate the core muscles, which are key to good posture.

For BTS to maintain visual symmetry over the years, some members had to gain muscle while others had to lose weight, Mr. Kim said.

Fans noticed that some members were more muscular after they returned from their mandatory South Korean military service. Mr. Kim, who keeps in touch with the band, said he tried to talk one of them out of bulking up in the military.

"When these seven members are onstage, if some are very broad and others are slim, the overall balance is off," he said.

Losing weight also makes performers less susceptible to knee and joint injuries during high-impact dance performances. In a March interview with Bloomberg News, BTS members said they were watching their weight for that reason.

Hybe did not respond to requests for comment about the band's training regiment for the current world tour. The U.S. leg begins on Saturday with a show in Tampa, Fla.

Han Ji-eun, who coaches K-pop stars like Blackpink's Jennie and Jeon Somi, said she plans their endurance training a year ahead of a tour, and that female stars often start dieting weeks before music video shoots.

Jennie, center, of the K-pop girl group Blackpink is among the celebrities who train at Han Ji-eun's gym in Seoul. Scott Dudelson/Getty Images for Coachella


If a star's best physical features are wide hips or slender arms, Ms. Han said, she works to define them without adding muscle mass.

"It's a job based on your physical image," she said. 

The K-pop exercise routine is not meant for most people, who should focus on strengthening the muscles they use in daily life and maintaining flexibility in their joints, said Lee Jae Goo, a sports physician at Sahmyook University in Seoul.

K-pop stars tend to have a high base level for cardiovascular and muscle stress because they train from a young age. A four-minute dance number is as physically demanding as a 1,500-meter track race, said Dr. Lee, who has studied the routines of high-level performers and athletes.

Kim Jinwoo coaches a client through a deadlift at his fitness club in Seoul's Cheongdam district. Deadlifts strengthen thigh and lower back muscles to protect a dancer's knees and hips from injury. Kim Jinwoo


As for BTS's diet, Mr. Kim said that he aimed for a proper balance of macronutrients like protein, fat and carbohydrates to fuel their performances, rather than banning specific foods. 

Does the band get to eat Korean fried chicken?

"Yes, of course," he said with a laugh.

Mr. Kim gave massages and rehabilitation treatments to prevent ankle, knee, hip and shoulder injuries, which are common for dancers. Persuading an injured artist not to perform was difficult, he said.

"When that happens, the ones who are actually the most upset are the members themselves," he said.

RM, BTS's leader, injured his ankle in rehearsal two days before the group's comeback concert in Seoul in March. He spent the hourlong show sitting on a stool onstage, gamely performing the choreography with only his arms.

The comeback show featured noticeably looser staging and choreography compared with the intensely synchronized style of their past performances. Mr. Kim said such adjustments could help manage their stamina, now that the members are older.

Dr. Lee, the sports physician, said that the stresses of grueling K-pop tours tend to be harder on performers as they approach middle age.

RM, left, injured his ankle in rehearsal two days before the comeback concert. Kim Jinwoo said preventing injuries was a priority for his K-pop clients. Pool photo by Kim Min-Hee


But Mr. Kim said that with proper conditioning, a typical K-pop career now hinges more on how long a performer can stay popular rather than how long they can stay physically fit.

Case in point: The boy band 2PM, who were some of his first celebrity clients, reached their prime in the 2010s but are still performing even as the band members approach their 40s. The group has two sold-out shows in Tokyo in May.

"I do think it's possible to keep doing this even after 40," Mr. Kim said. "As long as the fans are there, I think they can keep going."

I was part of the team that covered BTS's comeback performance in Seoul's historic Gwanghwamun Square in March. While they performed only for an hour then, the choreography was sharp and dynamic, and I wondered how much physical training they would need to get through an 80-show world tour.My wife and daughter are there for tonight's Tampa concert. Some fans they met are going both days! Not a fan but I have watched some of their performances on YouTube, they sounded and performed somewhat how Michael Jackson was... electric!
Lee Jiyoun contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/25/arts/music/bts-kpop-arirang-world-tour-fitness-training.html
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For Earth Day, a Few Signs of Hope for Our Planet

In a year of grim climate and environment news, we've compiled several hopeful signs about our planet's future.

The view of home from the other side of the moon. NASA



By David Gelles



Apr 22, 2026 at 01:55 a.m.

As astronaut Victor Glover made his way to the moon earlier this month on NASA's Artemis II mission, he reflected on the incredible miracle that is planet Earth.

"You are special," Glover told an interviewer. Space, he said, "is a whole bunch of nothing."

But in the midst all that nothing, Glover could see a bright blue dot out the window of his spaceship. "You have this oasis," he said, "this beautiful place that we get to exist together."

Glover is right. The only planet in the universe known to be capable of supporting life, our common home is one lonely speck of extraordinary abundance in a cold, infinite vacuum.

On the climate and environment team at The Times, we spend a lot of time documenting the myriad ways in which human activity is wreaking havoc on Earth's ecosystems. And there's no question it's been another tough year for the planet. Temperatures keep rising. Biodiversity loss is increasing. The United States has withdrawn from global action against climate change.

But ahead of Earth Day tomorrow, we also wanted to highlight some of the many things that are going right in the push to slow global warming and protect the planet.

The energy transition

Curbing climate change will require replacing substantially all of the energy produced by fossil fuels with energy produced by clean sources, like solar and wind power. And on this front, there's much to celebrate.

While the growth of clean power has slowed in the United States as a result of the Trump administration's policies, the adoption of renewable and low-carbon energy sources is booming around the world.

For the first time, a renewable source -- solar -- was the biggest single contributor to new energy supply worldwide, accounting for more than 25 percent of energy growth last year, according to data released this week by the International Energy Agency.

Globally, electric car sales jumped 20 percent last year, to more than 20 million vehicles. And installations of new wind energy jumped 40 percent over last year with more than 160 gigawatts installed in 2025.

"The economics of clean energy are now on our side," said Manish Bapna, chief executive of the Natural Resources Defense Council. "Today, clean energy is the cheapest and quickest way to meet our growing energy demand. As a result, we're seeing bright spots of hope all over the world."

With rollout of renewables on the rise, emissions have started to fall in some key markets.

In the European Union, greenhouse gas emissions fell 3 percent between 2023 and 2024. With that drop, the E.U.'s total emissions are 40 percent lower than 1990 levels, even as the population and economy have grown substantially.

In China, carbon dioxide emissions fell by 1 percent in the final quarter of 2025, according to an analysis by Carbon Brief. That likely will result in a slight overall decline in annual emissions, meaning that the world's biggest polluter has managed to keep its CO2 emissions either "flat or falling" for nearly two years now.

And in India, emissions were flat for the first time since the 1970s, excluding the pandemic years. Wind and solar installations in India jumped nearly 60 percent last year, the largest increase among major nations.

"It's not a matter of 'if' but 'when' the world transitions to clean energy," Bapna said, "and what countries will lead the way and reap the economic reward."

Corporate action continues

Earlier this year, I wrote about how Wall Street turned its back on climate change. That dynamic hasn't changed. But elsewhere in the corporate world, many businesses continue to take action.

A record $2.3 trillion was allocated to clean energy projects last year, according to BloombergNEF, and more than 10,000 companies now have goals to reduce their emissions.

"That's not retreat," said Mindy Lubber, chief executive of Ceres, a nonprofit organization that helps companies with sustainability efforts. "That's acceleration."

Lubber added that while some Wall Street firms have gone quiet on climate issues, many institutional investors continue to assess climate risk and publicly held companies are required to track the issue. "Fiduciary duty hasn't changed, and neither has their focus," she said.

And across the country, states including California, Illinois and Massachusetts are implementing policies that will push businesses to reduce emissions, even as some Northeast states are pulling back.

"This isn't a straight line, and it's definitely not fast enough," Lubber said. "But overall, the direction is clear: markets, companies, investors, and policymakers are still moving forward."

A resilient blue dot

There's some good news from around the planet, too.

Scientists have found that rainforests can recover from deforestation in mere decades, my colleague Sachi Mulkey reports. A large-scale study, conducted across two nature reserves in Ecuador, suggests that hundreds of millions of acres of formerly deforested land across the world are thought to be regrowing.

"This is a message of hope," one tropical forest ecologist said of the study. "The exciting thing is that nature is capable of recovering by itself."

From Oregon to Maine, rivers are being restored, allowing salmon to return. (California, for its part, is building literal bridges for wildlife.) And citizens in all 50 states are coming up with innovative fixes to climate problems large and small.

None of these developments alone will single-handedly stop climate change, or reverse the damage that has already been done. But together, they offer promise that even in challenging and complicated times, humanity can summon the will to care for our common home.

"You guys are talking to us because we're in a spaceship really far from Earth," Glover said while zooming away from the planet. "But you're on a spaceship called Earth, that was created to give us a place to live in the universe and the cosmos."





 Justin Sullivan/Getty Images


Ask NYT Climate

How can I protect my car when the weather is scorching?

The mercury is starting to rise outside. While that may be welcome news for gardeners and beachgoers, higher temperatures can take a toll on your car.

"Heat is a stressor on the vehicle, and in many ways, a much greater stressor than even cold temperatures," said Greg Brannon, director of automotive engineering and research at AAA. "It affects nearly every system."

Here's how you can prepare your car for what's shaping up to be a hot summer. -- Susan Shain

Read more.

And read more from our Ask NYT Climate series.



In case you missed it

The climate policy case that remade the Supreme Court

In 2016, the Supreme Court issued a cryptic, one paragraph ruling that sent both climate policy and the court itself spinning in new directions.

For two centuries, the court had generally handled major cases at a stately pace that encouraged care and deliberation, relying on written briefs, oral arguments and in-person discussions. The justices composed detailed opinions that explained their thinking to the public and rendered judgment only after lower courts had weighed in.

But this time, the justices were sprinting to block a major presidential initiative. By a 5-to-4 vote along partisan lines, the order halted President Barack Obama's Clean Power Plan, his signature environmental policy. The justices acted before any other court had addressed the plan's lawfulness. The decision consisted of only legal boilerplate, without a word of reasoning.

At the time, the ruling seemed like a curious one-off. But that single paragraph turned out to be a sharp and lasting break. The ruling marks the birth, many legal experts believe, of the court's modern "shadow docket," the secretive track that the Supreme Court has since used to make many major decisions. -- Jodi Kantor and Adam Liptak

Read more.

More from 'The Shadow Papers':



	A Breakdown of Five Days of Secret Supreme Court Memos.


	The Docket newsletter: Aftershocks from 'The Shadow Papers'





Climate law

Environmental groups sue to block BP's plan to drill in deep Gulf waters

Environmental groups sued the Trump administration on Monday to stop the British oil giant BP, which operated the Deepwater Horizon drilling platform that exploded in 2010, from starting a new $5 billion drilling project in ultra-deep waters in the Gulf of Mexico.

The Kaskida project, which was approved last month by federal officials, would be about 250 miles off the coast of Louisiana at a depth of nearly 6,000 feet. BP projects it will produce 80,000 barrels of oil per day from six wells starting in 2029 in a section of the seafloor that is estimated to hold 10 billion barrels of crude.

Opponents say the new project poses greater risks than the Deepwater Horizon rig did. -- Lisa Friedman

Read more.



The Climate Quiz

 Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


This question comes from a recent Times climate article. Click an answer to see if you're right. (The link is free.)

For more than 1,200 years, Japanese noblemen, monks and bureaucrats have carefully recorded one of the most eagerly awaited days of the year -- when cherry blossoms bloom in the ancient capital, Kyoto.

But man-made climate change has helped make early blooms more frequent. And in 2021, the peak bloom in Kyoto happened on March 26, its earliest arrival in 1,200 years. How much earlier did Kyoto's peak bloom happen in 2021?



	5 days


	1 week


	3 weeks


	5 weeks







More climate news from around the web:



	Sales of electric cars were up 51 percent in Europe last month, The Guardian reports as fuel costs have soared during the Iran war.


	The Washington Post, citing a previously unaired video, reports that just a few months before she died, Jane Goodall, implored the world to take action. "Just do something," the famed conservationist said.


	The U.S. military may no longer mention climate change, Bloomberg reports, but it is certainly preparing for it.





Read past editions of the newsletter here.

If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here.

Follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.

Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!
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