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Politics
Maine Gov. Janet Mills drops out of race to unseat Republican Sen. Susan Collins
The seat is critical to Democrats' hopes of retaking the Senate. Graham Platner, an oyster farmer and Democrat, is likely to win the primary.

Democratic Gov. Janet Mills in 2024. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


By Liz Goodwin | 2026-04-30
Maine Gov. Janet Mills announced Thursday she is dropping out of her race to take on Republican Sen. Susan Collins in the crucial state for Democrats, saying she had run out of money to compete.
Mills, a two-term governor and former prosecutor, had failed to excite Democrats in the state after launching her campaign last fall on a message of fighting President Donald Trump. Mills, 78, was a top recruit of Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer but lost ground quickly to Graham Platner, an oyster farmer who had never held elected office before but who has been drawing large crowds around the state.
Now, it is all but certain that Platner will face Collins in the fall.
"While I have the drive and passion, commitment and experience, and above all else -- the fight -- to continue on, I very simply do not have the one thing that political campaigns unfortunately require today: the financial resources," Mills said in a statement. "That is why today I have made the incredibly difficult decision to suspend my campaign for the United States Senate."
Mills attempted to blunt Platner's momentum this spring by running ads bringing up controversy around deleted Reddit comments he made years ago downplaying the seriousness of sexual assault. Mills argued that Republicans would make "mincemeat" out of Graham in a general election, given his Reddit comments, and that a tattoo resembling a Nazi symbol, which he got covered up, will likely provide fodder for attacks.
Mills had stood up to the president at a White House meeting in early 2025 after the president sought to force the state to set aside its law allowing transgender youths to play in sports aligning with their gender identities. Her cool response to him at the time -- "see you in court" -- became the basis of her launch ad.
"To the people of Maine: I love you, and I will continue to fight relentlessly for you as your Governor," Mills wrote. "For the next eight months, I will continue working hard for you, standing up for what is right, defending the Constitution and doing what I can to preserve our democracy."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/04/30/mills-maine-senate-collins-platner/
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White House
Trump, Iran are locked in high-stakes standoff as oil prices hit 4-year high
As the U.S. blockade and Iranian mines and drones halt shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, U.S. gas prices also reached a level not seen since just after Russia's Ukraine invasion.

Ships and boats on Wednesday in the Strait of Hormuz, which remains closed to shipping traffic. (Reuters)


By Michael Birnbaum, Karen DeYoung, Susannah George | 2026-04-30
Iran and the United States are locked in a faceoff over the future of negotiations, with President Donald Trump and the leadership in Tehran each confident they can outlast the other amid mounting costs to the global economy from the blockage of a crucial shipping waterway.
Both sides believe time is on their side as the Strait of Hormuz is closed to shipping traffic, trapping oil, fertilizer and petroleum products inside the Persian Gulf and driving up energy prices worldwide. Oil prices surged to their highest level since 2022, reaching $126 per barrel after Trump said Wednesday that he was prepared to keep up a blockade on Iranian ports until leaders in Tehran "cry uncle," adding that he was unwilling to strike any bargain that did not restrict Iran's nuclear program.
Iran's leadership, meanwhile, has discovered a powerful new weapon it had not tested before the joint U.S.-Israeli attack on Feb. 28 -- its ability to grind shipping traffic to a halt using nothing more than drones and mines, low-cost tools that impose high-cost peril on ships that dare to traverse the strait without permission.
Tehran has offered to negotiate over opening the shipping passage first, postponing nuclear talks, an idea Trump says he has ruled out.
The U.S. "blockade is genius," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Wednesday, as he also downplayed the possibility of an early resumption of face-to-face negotiations.
"We're not flying anymore with 18-hour flights every time we want to see a piece of paper. We're doing it telephonically, and it's very nice," he said. When negotiators fly, "you know they're going to give you a piece of paper that you don't like before you even leave. It's ridiculous. They've come a long way. The question is whether or not they're going to go far enough. So at this moment, there will never be a deal unless they agree that there will be no nuclear weapon."
That leaves talks on hold, with energy prices skyrocketing. Brent crude oil, the global benchmark, spiked to $126 per barrel -- a price not seen since the aftermath of Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine -- before falling back to about $121 early Thursday. The average price of gas in the U.S. was $4.30, according to AAA, a nearly four-year high.
There is strong international opposition to Iran's closing of the strait and its insistence that it has the right to regulate traffic and charge tolls. But while many countries, particularly in Asia, are suffering economic harm, none has offered to help the U.S. military pressure Iran.
After a first round of talks led by Vice President JD Vance in Islamabad, Pakistan, in early April broke with no agreement, Iran is now pushing for a narrower deal that focuses on ending the war and opening the strait, without addressing the country's nuclear program.
"U.S. negotiators continue to work towards a deal that will ensure Iran can never possess a nuclear weapon. Thanks to the successful blockade of Iranian ports and crippling impacts of Operation Economic Fury, the United States maintains maximum leverage over the Iranian regime, and progress continues to be made," White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said in a statement.
The details of Iran's offer are unknown. But at a Tuesday meeting of defense ministers of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization -- the Eurasian alliance founded by China and Russia -- Brig. Gen. Reza Talaei-Nik, Iran's deputy defense minister, appeared to provide an outline.
Iran, he said, recognizes international concerns about the current restrictions on passage through the strait, which he described as a temporary measure in response to the U.S. and Israeli attacks, according to Iranian media accounts.
"Allowing the smooth transit of commercial ships will be on the agenda after the end of the war," Talaei-Nik said.

(The Washington Post)


Members of Iran's security establishment believe they have emerged victorious from the war and don't support conceding ground on key issues like the nation's right to enrich uranium, said a senior Iranian official. Iran's leaders have long said they do not want a nuclear weapon, but they have insisted the country has a right to a civilian nuclear program, including the right to enrich nuclear fuel, which  could pave the way for a weapons program.
Negotiators had more room to maneuver on the key issues, including enrichment, during the first round of talks with the United States, but after those talks failed to secure a deal and since the imposition of the U.S. blockade, Iranian officials have yielded to pressure from the country's military and political hard-liners to deprioritize negotiations with Washington, according to the Iranian official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media.
"The military forces don't want to lose their achievements," the official said. "What the United States could gain in those talks, they cannot gain again."
The official declined to detail the current Iranian negotiating proposal, but said that Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the lead Iranian negotiator in the talks with Vance, had arrived in Islamabad for that first round of talks "with full authority" to offer a "trust-building" suspension of nuclear enrichment for not more than five years. It would be "very difficult" for Ghalibaf to make such an offer again, he said.
The official conceded the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports was squeezing Iran's economy, but said that after decades of surviving heavy sanctions, Iran will find a way to adapt.
"We cannot say that it is not having an impact, but it will not make us surrender," he said. "We have PhDs in sanctions evasion. We will find a way."
The result is a painful impasse.
"We just have both sides in a test of wills and a faceoff that is trying to impose as much economic cost on each other's side," said Brian Katulis, a senior fellow at the Middle East Institute who focuses on foreign policy in the region. "And the challenge here is that Iran has developed a sort of a hardened resistance to this sort of outside pressure, and the rest of the world has not, especially America."
Further complicating the situation, weeks of attacks have damaged Tehran's leadership, Katulis said, but not necessarily in a way that eases dealmaking.
"The reality is that what remains of the regime is probably harder line, more extreme, and also more divided and incapable of coming up with a consensus," he said. "So Iran has offered some sort of pathway for a continued conversation, and Trump is saying, 'No, it's all or nothing.'"
Ordinary Iranians are suffering. Volker Turk, the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, said Wednesday that at least 21 Iranians have been executed and more than 4,000 arrested on national security related charges in Iran since Feb. 28.
The two governments have repeatedly talked at cross purposes, with maximalist demands that have left any hope of successful negotiations at an apparent dead end.
Following the last negotiation round, Trump dismissed the offer Vance had made to the Iranians of a 20-year enrichment moratorium. Days later, the president said that Iran, in indirect, informal communications, had agreed both to give up enrichment and to work "together" with the U.S. to dig up and surrender to the U.S. about 440 pounds of near-weapons-grade highly-enriched uranium buried in underground facilities bombed by the U.S. and Israel last June.
Iran categorically denied it had agreed to either measure.
Trump has denied suggestions, mostly by Democrats, that he is now so eager for the standoff to end that he would settle for something akin to the Obama administration's 2015 accord with Tehran, which allowed strictly limited, low-level enrichment. Trump labeled the Obama agreement the "worst" deal ever and withdrew from it in 2018 during his first term. That led to Tehran's move toward ever-higher enrichment.
Rafael Mariano Grossi, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, whose inspectors verified compliance with the 2015 agreement, said that deal is no longer possible.
"I don't think anybody sees it as a point of departure," he told reporters Wednesday at the United Nations.
"It had its logic 11 years ago. Now ... apart from the fact that the United States has rejected it, there are technical reasons for that." The earlier agreement, he said, "was predicated on a much smaller nuclear program with just one type of centrifuge and a much lower capacity. Now Iran, in the past few years, has had an exponential progress in its programs. ... So it's a completely different ballgame."
Increasingly defiant Iranian government memes and social media posts have dismissed U.S. claims that the country is near collapse. On Wednesday, the agriculture ministry announced that the country's stock of goods and food supplies is "even higher than before the war." At the same time, the state broadcaster noted, "the average price of a gallon of gasoline in the United States is currently $4.17," slightly below the $4.23 average reported by AAA.
Claiming "total unity" among Iranian civilian and military officials, Ghalibaf said in an audio message broadcast nationwide Wednesday that Trump's attempts "to weaponize economic pressure and sow internal division," were designed to "weaken the nation from within or even trigger its collapse."
"Each and every one of these plots could have brought a nation to its knees," said Ghalibaf. "But the Iranian people, by the grace of God, have managed to overcome them one by one."
The next day, Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei released a combative statement on Persian Gulf National Day, promising to protect Iran's nuclear and missile capabilities. He described the Strait of Hormuz as an asset that has often drawn threats by European and American powers, saying that such aggressors have no place in the Gulf "except in the depths of its waters."
If the fighting resumes, Iran has "new cards" to play against the U.S., "including in the field of smart targeting" according to Mohammad Akbarzadeh, political deputy of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps navy.
"We do not consider the war to be over. ... We have updated our target bank," Iranian Army spokesman Mohammad Akraminia said.
George reported from Islamabad.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/04/30/trump-iran-standoff-strait-hormuz/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House
Public rejects Trump's ballroom by wide margin
The president's planned 250-foot arch and a Treasury department plan to put Trump's signature on paper money are also unpopular ideas.

President Donald Trump with a model of his proposed arch. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Scott Clement | 2026-04-30
Americans reject President Donald Trump's planned White House ballroom by a 2-to-1 margin, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll, and they appear largely unmoved by the intensified calls from the president and his allies in Congress to allow the project to go forward.
Fifty-six percent of Americans oppose Trump's decision to tear down the White House's East Wing to make way for his planned ballroom, funded by about $400 million in private donations, while 28 percent support the project. That is the same division found in an October poll. Reactions are split among partisan lines; about two-thirds of Republicans support the project, while 61 percent of independents and 87 percent of Democrats oppose it.
There is also a notable enthusiasm gap: Nearly three times as many people "strongly" oppose the project as strongly support it, the poll found.
The poll was conducted Friday through Tuesday, overlapping Saturday's shooting at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner. Trump and his allies have cited the incident as evidence that his ballroom is needed for a president to hold secure events, and a bevy of GOP lawmakers this week introduced legislation to authorize the project or use taxpayer funding to pay for it.
Republican support for the ballroom grew after Saturday's incident -- from 62 percent to 72 percent, the poll found -- but overall there was not a clear shift in support for the project. Before the dinner, support stood at 27 percent. It moved to 31 percent afterward, but respondents who completed the survey after the attack were more likely to be Republicans and Trump voters. A statistical analysis accounting for that shift in the sample's political and demographic makeup found no significant change in opinion associated with the shooting.
Several survey participants elaborated on their views in follow-up interviews with The Post.
"The ballroom is frivolous, in my opinion," said Tamara Snyder, a Florida woman who identifies as politically independent but leans toward the Republican Party.
She praised the historic preservationists who have sued to stop construction. "I'm 100 percent backing them and what they're doing," she said.
Other surveys have produced similar findings. A YouGov poll conducted Monday found that 53 percent of Americans opposed Trump's ballroom project while 29 percent supported it.
The ballroom has been a second-term fixation for Trump, with the president invoking it more frequently than some of the policy priorities advisers have urged him to highlight ahead of this year's midterm elections, such as his new TrumpRx drug-pricing website. Administration officials have acknowledged that he has micromanaged the project.
"I've been with contractors, because we're trying to get the ballroom built ahead of schedule," Trump told reporters Wednesday.
The project has become entangled by a legal challenge that threatens to slow construction, frustrating Trump and prompting multiple diatribes on social media.
U.S. District Judge Richard Leon has ordered a halt to aboveground construction on the ballroom unless Congress authorizes the project, saying that work related to national security can continue. An appeals court panel has stayed that order while it considers the case. Justice Department officials on Monday asked Leon to dissolve his order blocking construction, citing the shooting at the correspondents' dinner in a rambling legal filing that read like one of Trump's Truth Social posts.
GOP lawmakers say their legislative proposals will solve the legal problems facing Trump's project and argue there is urgency after Saturday's incident.
"The latest assassination attempt should have us all step back and say, what can we do to protect the president," Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) said on Fox News on Wednesday, after introducing legislation to authorize the ballroom project. "I think we should let it go forward with private funding."
Despite the efforts to draw a connection, there would be many reasons that the correspondents' dinner would not be held at the White House ballroom even if it is built. The dinner is a private event, not a government function; it is sponsored by a journalists' group that emphasizes its independence from the White House; and although opponents have criticized Trump's ballroom for being too large, it would be too small to hold the more than 2,500 people who attend the annual press gala unless the event is shrunk.
Trump has also pursued other building projects, including a planned 250-foot triumphal arch between the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington National Cemetery. He has sought to put his name on government buildings and visible symbols, including a plan for the U.S. Treasury to print Trump's signature on paper money instead of the treasury secretary's.
The public rejects those ideas, too, the Post-ABC-Ipsos poll finds. Fifty-two percent of Americans are against the planned arch, compared with 21 percent who favor it. A slight majority of Republicans (51 percent) support the project, while most independents (57 percent) and Democrats (78 percent) oppose it. A federal panel, packed with Trump allies, earlier this month gave preliminary approval to the project's design.
The idea of Trump's signature on paper money is even less popular, with 68 percent of Americans opposed to the Treasury plan, while 12 percent support it. The plan provokes a negative reaction from Republicans, with 28 percent in favor and 40 percent opposed.
In interviews, survey respondents drew connections between Trump's efforts to build a ballroom and an arch and his ambition to put his signature on currency.
"I think it's a vanity thing," said a respondent named Jay, an independent voter in Montana who declined to give his last name out of fear of professional reprisal.
Democrats have lambasted Trump's plans as self-centered and overly focused on his own legacy.
"It's astonishing what's going on," said Rep. Steve Cohen (D-Tennessee), who has criticized the ballroom and arch projects, as well as Trump's efforts to brand his name across the government. "He has no respect for anybody, any memory, any history. It's all about him."
Read detailed results of the Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll. The poll was conducted online April 24-28 among 2,560 U.S. adults nationwide reached through the Ipsos KnowledgePanel, an ongoing panel of U.S. households recruited by mail using random sampling methods. Results for questions in this article are based on a random half-sample of 1,292 U.S. adults, with a 2.8 percentage-point margin of sampling error. The sample was weighted to match population demographics, 2024 turnout/vote choice and political partisanship.
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Politics
Supreme Court decision could deliver GOP a host of House seats in 2028
While it's too late for many states to redraw congressional maps for the 2026 midterms, the court's ruling to limit the Voting Rights Act could result in fewer Black members. "We've been dealt a bad hand," says Georgia lawmaker.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), center, says the Supreme Court's decision on Wednesday shows why Democrats must win the House in November. (Bill Clark/CQ Roll Call/AP)


By Patrick Marley, Erin Cox, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-04-30
The Supreme Court's decision limiting the Voting Rights Act inflames an already raging partisan war over congressional districts and is expected to lead to a House with far fewer Black members.
Republicans could use Wednesday's ruling to capture a few more seats in this fall's midterm elections but do not have enough time to immediately take full advantage of it. For the 2028 elections, they could capitalize on the decision to give themselves a dozen or so seats.
"We've been dealt a bad hand," said Rep. Sanford D. Bishop Jr. (D-Georgia), who represents a district with a large Black population that the Supreme Court's decision could put at risk of being withdrawn. "We've got to play the hand we're dealt."
The 6-3 ruling tightly limited the use of race to draw congressional districts, giving Republicans an opportunity to break up Black and Hispanic majority districts for partisan gain. Its effects will likely be seismic, and could alter the makeup of Congress in a way that hasn't been seen since the period after the Civil War, said Harvard law professor Nicholas Stephanopoulos.
"We're very likely to see the biggest drop in minority representation of the modern era -- maybe even bigger than the drop we saw in the end of Reconstruction," he said.
The decision scaled back a central provision of the Voting Rights Act meant to ensure minority communities can elect candidates of their choice. The act, passed in 1965 and strengthened in 1982, greatly expanded the number of Black and Latino officials in local, state and federal positions. The House and Senate included 66 Black members at the start of this term, making it the most racially diverse Congress on record, according to the Pew Research Center.
While Democrats decried the ruling, conservatives praised it, saying it would ensure fairness by preventing officials from considering race when they draw political lines. "The Supreme Court today returned the Voting Rights Act to its original intent, which was to protect against intentional racial discrimination," James Blair, who heads President Donald Trump's political operation, wrote on social media.
The ruling comes amid an unusual, wide-ranging battle among states to draw congressional lines to maximize partisan advantage.
States ordinarily draw new districts once every 10 years, at the beginning of each decade when they receive data from the U.S. Census Bureau showing how populations have shifted. Last year, Trump blew up that approach and pressed Republican-led states to draw new lines in their favor ahead of the midterm elections. Democrats responded in kind.
That battle has put Republicans on track to claim as many as 13 more districts across five states -- including four seats approved Wednesday in Florida. Democrats have countered some of those projected gains with as many as 10 seats across three states.
Wednesday's decision will give Republicans even more of an advantage.
The Supreme Court case stems from Louisiana, and Trump suggested the state should redraw its districts before early voting begins on Saturday for the May 16 primaries. Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) praised the ruling in a social media post but did not say publicly what he would do. The Washington Post reported Wednesday· night that he told candidates he planned to suspend the House primaries so new districts could be drawn.
"I would hope that legislatures across the country don't take this opinion and run to redraw lines," said Rep. Cleo Fields (D-Louisiana), who won a Black-majority district in 2024 that was created because of a lower-court ruling in related litigation.
He and other Democrats called for the passage of the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, which would ban partisan gerrymandering and provide more protections for minority representation. The House passed the measure in 2021, when Democrats held the majority, but proponents failed to get enough votes in the Senate to weaken the filibuster and approve it.
"Minority voters not only in Louisiana but across the nation -- particularly in the southern part of our country -- they are in my view left without real protections from the Voting Rights Act," Fields said. "Basically, there is no Voting Rights Act."
Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee), who is running for governor, urged Republicans in her state to give themselves another district there. "I've vowed to keep Tennessee a red state, and as Governor, I'll do everything I can to make this map a reality," she posted on X.
A spokesperson for outgoing Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee (R) did not say whether he wanted to put in place new districts ahead of the state's August primaries.
Around the country, Republicans have few opportunities to draw new maps immediately because of state election calendars. Early voting is underway in Georgia's primaries, so changing the lines for those districts would be exceedingly difficult.
Two leading Republicans running for governor in Georgia -- business owner Rick Jackson and Lt. Gov. Burt Jones -- called for redrawing the state's districts. Jackson said he wanted to immediately redraw them in a special session; Jones didn't say how soon he wanted to act.
Last week, Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) announced he expected the Supreme Court to change its interpretation of the Voting Rights Act and would soon hold a special legislative session to redraw the districts for the state Supreme Court.
He could try to expand that session to include changes to House districts, but doing so may be legally impossible because the state has already held its primaries. A spokesperson for Reeves did not address whether he would try to adopt a new map for this year.
For 2028, Republicans across the South have far more opportunities to draw districts in their favor. They could target about a dozen districts in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.
Democrats could respond by suspending nonpartisan redistricting commissions that draw lines in some states, giving them a free hand to stack districts in their favor. Efforts are already underway to do so in Colorado via a ballot measure.
Democrats could also alter Black or Hispanic majority districts in states they control to spread their voters into Republican-leaning areas. That would increase the number of Democratic seats, even though fewer of them would have Black or Hispanic majorities.
Democrats and their allies described the ruling in apocalyptic terms. "It's going to open the door to a wave of racially discriminatory redistricting," said Amir Badat, southern states director and senior adviser for Fair Fight Action, a liberal group focused on voting rights.
An analysis by the Fair Fight Action and Black Voters Matter found that up to 19 congressional districts protected by the Voting Rights Act could be redrawn into safe Republican House seats in the South, along with eliminating 191 state legislative seats held by Democrats in the region.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) argued the decision shows why Democrats must win the House in November.
"We will not let their scheme to rig the midterm election and beyond be successful," he said.
Rep. Yvette D. Clarke (D-New York), chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, called the decision "an outright power grab" aimed at "silencing Black voices." And Sen. Raphael G. Warnock (D-Georgia) said the decision will prompt Americans to "stand up in a multiracial coalition of conscience saying that this will not stand."
While the ruling wipes out a Democratic advantage in drawing districts for Black voters, who tend to be faithful to the party, it has less certain implications for districts drawn to keep Latino communities together.
"Every Latino seat could be cracked and packed in a lot of different ways," said Republican strategist Mike Madrid, who wrote a book about Latino voters. "Once you're looking at partisanship only, it's a whole new ballgame."
Litigation over redistricting will continue, and in some cases will now rely on state voting laws, said Sophia Lin Lakin, voting rights director for the American Civil Liberties Union.
The Supreme Court's decision "was a betrayal of the civil rights movement," Lakin said. "But it's never going to be the end of the fight."
Clara Ence Morse and Riley Beggin contributed to this report.
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Louisiana governor prepares to suspend House primaries after court ruling
Gov. Jeff Landry (R) told Republican House candidates he plans to suspend the May 16 primary elections so lawmakers can redraw the congressional map.

Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry's announcement to suspend the May 16 primary could come as early as Friday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica, Patrick Marley | 2026-04-30
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry (R) told Republican House candidates Wednesday that he plans to suspend next month's primary elections so state lawmakers can pass a new congressional map first, according to two people with knowledge of the calls.
The move follows a Supreme Court decision· earlier in the day that found Louisiana had unlawfully discriminated by race when it created a second majority Black congressional district under legal pressure. The ruling positions Republicans to gain one or two seats in the midterms as they fight to hold their narrow majority in the House.
The 6-3 decision limited a key provision of the landmark Voting Rights Act and could lead to other Black Democrats across the South losing their House seats. Most states are unlikely to be able to redraw districts in time for the November midterm elections, but Louisiana could be one of the exceptions.
Landry's announcement to suspend the May 16 primary could come as early as Friday -- one day before early voting is to begin, according to people familiar with his plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Election officials sent ballots to overseas voters weeks ago. It's unclear whether the governor's suspension would apply only to primaries for the six House seats, or include other elections, including the heated Senate primary that pits incumbent Sen. Bill Cassidy (R) against Rep. Julia Letlow (R). Louisiana has six House seats, two of which are held by Democrats.
A spokesperson for Landry declined to comment on his plans for the primary. Earlier in the day, Landry said the Supreme Court "affirmed what we have said for years: drawing districts for political reasons is the States' prerogative, not a federal civil rights violation."
If Landry suspends the House primaries but not other contests, primary voters would have to go to the polls twice, just weeks or months apart from each other.
Richard Hasen, a law professor at UCLA and director of the school's Safeguarding Democracy Project, said Landry's unusual plan did not appear to conflict with federal voting laws.
"It's naked partisanship, but under the Supreme Court's approach to voting now, naked partisanship is more of a defense than an indictment," Hasen said.
Hasen said critics of the plan may seek to challenge it under state laws.
The Supreme Court decision comes amid a broader fight over redrawing congressional lines for partisan gain that has been raging since last summer. President Donald Trump urged Republican-led states to carve up their states to capture more districts. Democrats responded in kind by redrawing the maps of states they control and filing lawsuits.
So far, Republicans have drawn 13 districts in five states in their favor, and Democrats have secured more favorable lines in 10 districts in three states.
The timing of the redrawing is extremely unusual. Normally, states draw new lines once every 10 years, at the beginning of the decade when they receive census data showing how populations have shifted.
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National Security
On chaotic day, Johnson navigates multiple internal revolts in House
Over hours on and around the chamber's floor, the speaker and fellow Republican leaders cajoled holdouts on a surveillance bill, a farm policy bill and funding for DHS.

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) at the Capitol on April 21. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Riley Beggin, Noah Robertson, Anna Liss-Roy | 2026-04-30
In a House so narrowly divided, nearly any Republican can wreak havoc on Speaker Mike Johnson's best-laid plans.
That was on full display Wednesday, when the House's civil libertarians, Midwestern ethanol advocates and Make America Healthy Again warriors all threatened to tank votes to advance three major policy proposals supported by Republican leadership and President Donald Trump.
The House passed a controversial surveillance bill championed by the U.S. intelligence community Wednesday afternoon after Johnson (R-Louisiana) quelled an open revolt from conservatives concerned about privacy.
Earlier, another flank of the caucus worried about pesticide provisions in a farm policy bill nearly derailed a measure to allow the House to consider legislation at all.
That impasse was bridged by a pledge to delay a vote on the farm bill -- which subsequently infuriated farm-state Republicans who have been pushing for a bill that would be attached to it to expand the availability of ethanol-blended gasoline, a priority for them.
In response, the farm advocates held up a vote on a budget blueprint to fund Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Customs and Border Protection, which is part of an effort to end a protracted shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security.
"This is why they say lawmaking is like watching sausage be made. That's what this is," Johnson told reporters Wednesday evening as he left a negotiation with the farm-state Republicans near the House floor. "We'll get it done."
Ultimately, the surveillance bill passed the House and the budget blueprint was approved late Wednesday night. But the turbulent day highlighted the House GOP's fractures as the conference aims to secure policy wins heading into the November midterm elections with Republicans' narrow majority on the line.
"You lose majorities two ways: You lose majorities by overreach and dysfunction," said Rep. Tom Cole (R-Oklahoma), chairman of the House Appropriations Committee. "And right now, we don't look as functional as we need to look."
Congressional Republicans have been rushing to reauthorize legislation sought by the intelligence community to extend a warrantless surveillance program, known as Section 702, which expires Thursday. The version that passed the House 235-191 on Wednesday included a ban on the U.S. government creating its own digital currency, all but dooming it in the Senate, where Democratic support would be necessary to overcome a filibuster.
Republicans who argued that the surveillance tool threatens Americans' civil liberties were at odds with Trump administration officials, who have called for Congress to extend the program without changes, arguing that Section 702 is essential to protecting U.S. citizens -- including helping in hostage rescues and thwarting terrorist attacks.
Earlier in April, a group of House Republicans joined nearly all Democrats in blocking Johnson from extending the surveillance law, in a show of defiance against the Republican leader and Trump.
Under Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), the U.S. government can collect the texts, emails and phone calls of foreigners living overseas from American telecommunications firms without a warrant. Republican civil libertarians are concerned that Americans' data could be swept up in those searches and have demanded a warrant requirement, while Democrats have worried that the Trump administration could exploit the law to spy on political enemies.
Administration officials have disputed the assertion that Section 702 is vulnerable to abuse -- and Trump, a past critic of FISA overall, has said the program is indispensable for the U.S. military.
Meanwhile, Republicans are also trying to fund the Department of Homeland Security, which has operated without new funding since Feb. 14, after Democrats demanded new accountability measures for immigration enforcement. It's now the longest partial government shutdown in U.S. history, though much of its effects have been muted as the Trump administration pays salaries from an emergency fund authorized by the GOP tax and spending law passed last year.
Republican leaders plan to fund the department through a complex process that would fund the main immigration agencies -- ICE and CBP -- with a party-line bill and a separate bipartisan bill to fund the rest of DHS. The latter measure has already passed the Senate, but House Republicans have refused to take it up for weeks, arguing that ICE and CBP should be funded first. On Monday, Johnson said the House may try to modify that bill due to technical concerns in the way it's written.
The White House Office of Management and Budget told congressional offices Tuesday that the temporary funding for employee salaries will run dry up at the end of the week and urged them to "immediately" pass both measures, according to a copy of the memo obtained by The Washington Post.
Johnson told CNN that Republicans understand "the urgency" of passing the measures and that he has discussed it with Trump and Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin.
GOP leaders also faced a rebellion over the farm bill, which includes a provision that would protect pesticide makers like Bayer from lawsuits. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida) said she would "slaughter" the farm bill if the pesticide provision was not scrapped, though she acquiesced after receiving assurances that she could help shape the policy before it became law.
Johnson has repeatedly juggled multiple factions seeking to leverage their power amid his party's narrow majority. Republican leaders can lose only two votes if everyone is present and all Democrats vote against them.
The dynamic has allowed any Republican to slow down important legislation in an effort to secure their preferred policies, especially as the midterm elections loom and many lawmakers doubt another party-line package tackling affordability, health care and anti-fraud policies would be successful.
On Monday and Tuesday, a committee hearing to set the rules for the week stretched on for hours as the same dynamics on display Wednesday played out on the smaller stage.
Democrats have said that the lack of cohesion among GOP lawmakers has reflected poorly on Johnson's leadership.
Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Massachusetts) accused GOP leaders of "rushing" bills to the House Rules Committee, which sets the terms of how legislation will be considered on the floor, without securing the necessary support from their conference.
"This is like amateur hour," he said. "Don't you guys do your homework? Don't you do Zoom calls on weekends to find out what your members think?"
Some in the Republican conference say the disagreements within their conference are a sign they're using the legislative system as intended.
Rep. Tim Burchett (R-Tennessee), who raised concerns Wednesday with FISA and with the farm bill, said Johnson is "herding cats."
"We're allowed to think outside the box, we're allowed to express our opinions and we're not necessarily penalized for it," he said. "The Democrats, they use the carrot and the stick, and we don't. We let our guys and gals do their thing and we fight it out there on the floor."
Mariana Alfaro contributed to this report
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Justice
Comey's lawyers say they will challenge threat charges as vindictive
The former FBI director made his first court appearance after being indicted over a 2025 social media post that prosecutors say was a threat to the life of the president.

Former FBI director James B. Comey leaves the Alexandria, Virginia, federal courthouse Wednesday. He is in the back seat, and his defense attorneys are in the front. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


By Salvador Rizzo, Jeremy Roebuck, Perry Stein | 2026-04-30
Lawyers for James B. Comey said Wednesday they intend to challenge the indictment accusing him of threatening the life of the president as an illegal attempt to punish the former FBI director for his criticism of Donald Trump.
Defense lawyers Patrick Fitzgerald and Jessica Carmichael signaled those plans during Comey's first court appearance in the case, which marks the Justice Department's second attempt in less than a year to convict him of a crime.
Comey said nothing during the roughly five-minute, largely procedural hearing before U.S. Magistrate Judge William E. Fitzpatrick at the federal courthouse in Alexandria, Virginia, and declined to comment afterward. Fitzpatrick rejected a government request to place restrictions on Comey's release and allowed him to leave the courthouse, pending a hearing in North Carolina where he will enter a plea to the charges.
"I don't think conditions of release are necessary," the judge said. "They weren't necessary the last time, and I don't see why they'd be necessary this time."
Fitzpatrick also presided over Comey's initial court appearance in a separate case brought last year, when he briefly faced charges of lying to Congress.
The indictment returned Tuesday by a federal grand jury in North Carolina alleges that a photo Comey posted on social media in 2025 constituted a dangerous threat to the president. He is charged with one count of making threats against the president and another count of transmitting a threat across state lines.
Though prosecutors Tuesday had asked a court in North Carolina to issue a warrant for Comey's arrest, his surrender shortly before Wednesday's hearing to federal authorities in Virginia, where Comey lives, preempted the possible spectacle of agents seeking out one of the nation's former top law enforcement officials and taking him into custody.
Comey was named FBI director by President Barack Obama. Trump fired Comey four years later over his handling of the investigation into the 2016 Trump campaign's ties to Russia. The former FBI director has emerged in the years since as a vocal critic of the president.

Comey before a congressional hearing in D.C. in 2017. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The new case against him centers on a photo he posted to Instagram nearly a year ago, depicting the numbers "86 47" written in seashells on a beach with the caption, "Cool shell formation on my beach walk." Trump and his allies quickly condemned the post as a call for violence against the president, noting that "86" is often slang for nixing or removing something and Trump is the 47th president.
Comey quickly removed the message after that criticism and apologized. He suggested at the time that he stumbled on the formation and did not arrange the shells himself. He said he did not know that "86" could be interpreted as a threat to kill.
"I didn't realize some folks associate those numbers with violence," Comey said in a follow-up post. "It never occurred to me but I oppose violence of any kind so I took the post down."
Comey issued a video statement after his indictment Tuesday maintaining his innocence and denouncing the case as the latest attempt by the Justice Department, under Trump, to put the pursuit of the president's personal vendettas over justice.
"This won't be the end of it," Comey said. "Nothing has changed with me. I am still innocent, I am still not afraid and I still believe in the independent federal judiciary. So let's go."
Legal experts have questioned the strength of the indictment, noting that prosecutors must prove not just that Comey's post could be interpreted as a threat against the president but also that Comey knowingly intended it that way. Others have pointed to a past ruling from the U.S. Supreme Court that has recognized political rhetoric or hyperbole that does not convey an actual intent to do harm as protected First Amendment speech.
Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Trump said he thinks of "86" as a "mob term" that means "kill him." But when pressed on whether he viewed Comey's post as a threat to his life, the president accused the former FBI director of a host of other crimes that had nothing to do with the allegations in the indictment.
"Comey is a dirty cop," Trump said. "He's a very dirty cop. He cheated on the elections. He tried to help Hillary Clinton, as you know, he dismissed a lot of things that he should have proceeded with."
In court, Comey's attorneys said they intend to file a motion for dismissal for vindictive and selective prosecution. They raised similar arguments last year, when the Justice Department charged Comey in a separate case in Alexandria alleging he lied to Congress in 2020 over whether he had leaked investigative information to the press.
A judge never ruled on Comey's motion in that earlier case because those charges were dismissed beforehand over issues with the appointment of the U.S. attorney who brought the case. The Justice Department continues to appeal that decision.
Comey's defense is likely to bolster its arguments that prosecutors selectively chose to prosecute Comey by noting several instances of Trump allies using similar language on social media without facing similar consequences.
For example, far-right activist Jack Posobiec posted a message to X in 2022 that said only, "86 46." Joe Biden was serving as the 46th president at the time. Posobiec is a vocal Trump supporter who has been promoted by Trump on social media and invited to participate in a "new media" briefing at the White House during Trump's second term.
Then-Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Florida) used the term "86" in a post in 2024, noting the toppling of former House speaker Kevin McCarthy, former Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell and former Republican National Committee Chair Ronna McDaniel. He said "we've now 86'd" them all and "better days are ahead for the Republican Party."
Trump later announced his intent to nominate Gaetz for attorney general, but the congressman withdrew from consideration.
Acting attorney general Todd Blanche rejected the suggestion that there was any similarity between Comey's case and those other posts during a Justice Department news conference Wednesday and insisted that politics were not involved in the decision to charge the former FBI director.
Still, Blanche stopped short when asked whether he was confident the Justice Department's case would result in a conviction.
"I know that a grand jury returned a two-count indictment. I know that this case was investigated for the past year. I do not know what a jury of his peers will do at trial," Blanche said. "That will come at some point in the future."
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Justice
Jury convicts Afghan man of terrorism, doesn't link him to deaths at Kabul airport
Jurors convict the man on a charge of conspiring to provide material support to an ISIS group, but it's a rare setback in a high-profile terrorism case.

This image from a video released by the Department of Defense shows U.S. Marines outside Hamid Karzai International Airport on Aug. 26, 2021, the day of an attack there that killed over 180 people. (AP)


By Katie Mettler, Salvador Rizzo, Dan Lamothe | 2026-04-29
An Afghan man President Donald Trump described as "the top terrorist" behind the bombing of Kabul's airport in 2021 was convicted Wednesday of a terrorism offense, but jurors did not agree with prosecutors' claim that he played a role in the deadly attack.
The verdict in U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Virginia, was a rare setback for the Justice Department in one of the highest-profile terrorism prosecutions brought during Trump's second term. Thirteen U.S. service members and about 170 Afghans were killed in the blast.
The jury deliberated for eight hours over two days, finding that Mohammad Sharifullah was guilty of conspiring to provide material support to the Islamic State-Khorasan (ISIS-K) terrorist group. But they deadlocked on whether his offense resulted in the deaths at the Kabul airport's Abbey Gate.
The Aug. 26, 2021, bombing of Hamid Karzai International Airport marked the low point of the U.S. evacuation from Afghanistan, during which more than 120,000 people were taken out of the country amid scenes of desperation and violence.
Afghans desperately seeking safety had swarmed Abbey Gate, a key airport entrance. Just after 5:30 p.m., a catastrophic blast ripped through the area from a single suicide bomber, officials said.
Trump, as a first-term president in February 2020, signed a deal with the Taliban militant group that called for the removal of all U.S. troops by May 2021. President Joe Biden followed through with the withdrawal after taking office in January 2021.
Five years later, Sharifullah is the only defendant to face trial in the United States over the deadly terrorist strike. Trump mentioned his arrest during a joint address to Congress last March, calling Sharifullah "the top terrorist responsible for that atrocity." But at trial, prosecutors described his role in less grandiose terms.
Federal public defender Geremy Kamens told the jury that the government "got the wrong man," though the defense acknowledged there was evidence Sharifullah had ties to ISIS-K, the Afghanistan and Pakistan arm of the Islamic State. The defense said he gave a false confession, fearing for himself and his family.
The case against Sharifullah hinged on five interviews he did with the FBI in March 2025, after he was detained by the Pakistani government and made available to U.S. officials for questioning. During those lengthy conversations, which were audio-recorded and played in court for the jury, Sharifullah said he had been recruited by ISIS-K in 2016 when he was a teenager.
Over the next decade, he said, Islamic State leaders tasked him with conducting surveillance ahead of terrorist attacks and, in a few instances, transporting assailants on a motorcycle. Prosecutors said Sharifullah swore an oath of allegiance to the extremist group and talked about his desire for revenge against U.S. personnel who had desecrated Islam's holy book or killed Afghan civilians in drone strikes and bombings.
"Be strong against the infidels -- take them and kill them hard," Sharifullah said, according to prosecutors.
On the day of the Abbey Gate bombing, Sharifullah told the FBI, he was asked to drive along the south side of the airport in Kabul to look for checkpoints manned by Taliban soldiers -- whom the U.S. had allowed to help with security amid evacuation efforts. In the FBI interview, Sharifullah said he reported back that the southern route was clear, and was then instructed to drive back into the city.
"He scouted targets. He surveilled routes. He put suicide bombers on the back of his motorcycle," a Justice Department prosecutor, Ryan White, told the jury during closing arguments Tuesday. "That's terrorism."
The government alleged that Sharifullah had scouted a transportation route for the suicide bomber -- later identified by U.S. officials as Abdul Rahman al-Logari -- that avoided Taliban and U.S. checkpoints at the airport and other law enforcement.
Sharifullah told the FBI that he did not know what the Islamic State commanders intended to do with the information he shared, and that he learned of the Abbey Gate bombing only hours later.
At trial, Sharifullah's defense team told the jury they could not trust his admissions -- arguing they amounted to false confessions given under duress while in the custody of Pakistani intelligence forces, who have a documented history of human rights violations, including physical and psychological torture.
Pakistani officials had also detained the man's pregnant wife and three young children, and defense attorneys said Sharifullah feared his captors would torture his family if he did not do what they wanted: take responsibility for the Abbey Gate bombing.
A written summary of an incident during Sharifullah's two weeks in Pakistani custody says he received medical care after "banging his head." A public defender, Lauren Rosen, cast doubt on that explanation during closing arguments, saying Pakistani officials had "probably tortured" Sharifullah to extract a false confession.
"What could be more coercive than the detention of your pregnant wife and children?" Rosen added.
The more likely explanation for the airport bombing, Rosen argued, was that a rogue Taliban faction was carrying out an "inside job." The Islamic State was quick to claim credit for the mass-casualty attack to further its propaganda goals despite lacking operational capacity in Kabul at the time, she said.
No corroborating witness testimony, images or cellphone location data placed Sharifullah in Kabul the day of the bombing, Rosen said. Sharifullah did not take the stand in his own defense.
"The government has told you nothing about how this attack actually happened," Rosen told the jury. The attorney said the government, "at best," had proved that Sharifullah was a member of ISIS-K, which she conceded would be "reprehensible, even criminal." "But that's not the same as plotting the Abbey Gate attack," Rosen said.
Killed in the attack were 11 Marines: Lance Cpl. David Espinoza, 20; Sgt. Nicole Gee, 23; Staff Sgt. Darin Taylor Hoover, 31; Cpl. Hunter Lopez, 22; Lance Cpl. Dylan R. Merola, 20; Lance Cpl. Rylee McCollum, 20; Lance Cpl. Kareem Nikoui, 20; Cpl. Daegan William-Tyeler Page, 23; Sgt. Johanny Rosario Pichardo, 25; Cpl. Humberto Sanchez, 22; and Lance Cpl. Jared Schmitz, 20. Also killed were Army Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss, 23, and Navy Hospital Corpsman Maxton Soviak, 22. All 13 posthumously received the Congressional Gold Medal.
Sharifullah was indicted on one count of conspiring to provide assistance to a designated foreign terrorist organization, resulting in death. Jurors were asked to decide the case in two steps. First, they had to determine whether Sharifullah had agreed to participate in a terrorist conspiracy, which carries a maximum prison sentence of 20 years. If so, the jury had to decide whether to add a "special finding" that the terrorist conspiracy resulted in death, which could have increased the maximum penalty to life in prison.
U.S. District Judge Anthony J. Trenga told jury members they could not base their verdict on Sharifullah's statements to the FBI if they found that those were involuntary, and that they could not convict the defendant based solely on an "uncorroborated" admission.
The judge asked lawyers for both sides to submit written recommendations on how to proceed with the case after the jury's mixed verdict, and did not set a sentencing date Wednesday.
Darin Hoover, the father of one of the Marines killed in the attack, said in an interview that while he was glad to see the conviction on the terrorism conspiracy charge, it was a "kick in the teeth" that the jury deadlocked on tying Sharifullah's offense to the fatal Abbey Gate attack.
Hoover, who sat in court for the trial, said it was eye-opening to see the prosecution narrate how Sharifullah was recruited to join the Islamic State and participated in other attacks. But the most challenging day, he said, involved listening to harrowing witness accounts from Marines who survived the explosion, including Kelsee Lainhart, who now uses a wheelchair due to her injuries from the blast.
"She did so well. She didn't back down," Hoover said of her testimony.
According to the prosecution, Sharifullah told agents he had helped prepare and transport an ISIS-K suicide bomber who detonated explosives in June 2016 at the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, killing more than 10 embassy guards and Afghan civilians and wounding others guarding the Canadian Embassy.
Separately, prosecutors allege he told the FBI that he had taught ISIS-K gunmen how to use AK-style rifles and other weapons before they attacked a concert venue near Moscow in March 2024, killing approximately 130 people and injuring many others.
Prosecutors alleged in court documents that Sharifullah also revealed to FBI agents that he'd been released from prison in Afghanistan just two weeks before the Abbey Gate bombing and was asked by an ISIS-K member to help with the planned attack. The terrorist group gave him a motorcycle, paid for a cellphone and SIM card and established a line of communication on social media, according to court documents.
When the FBI began to question Sharifullah about his knowledge of the Abbey Gate bombing, the man went quiet, asking for a pen and piece of paper, where he scribbled a note to the U.S. officials. That note, which the FBI did not read until later, per Sharifullah's request, said that Pakistani officials had told him he needed to confess to meeting with top ISIS-K officials and planning the bombing together. "This is not true!" Sharifullah wrote, according to court testimony.
The government, though, told jurors that the FBI agent conducting that interview made clear on numerous occasions throughout their conversations that U.S. officials only wanted the truth from Sharifullah, reading him his rights and building a rapport.
In response, Sharifullah told agents that his only role was surveilling the southern route, reiterating that this was the "truth."
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court limits key provision of the landmark Voting Rights Act
The decision could touch off a scramble by Republicans to redraw majority-minority congressional districts, especially in the South, that could cost many Black Democrats their seats.

Rep. Cleo Fields (D) represents a newly drawn, majority-Black district in Louisiana. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Justin Jouvenal, Patrick Marley | 2026-04-29
The Supreme Court on Wednesday sharply weakened a key provision of the landmark Voting Rights Act, a ruling that limits the consideration of race in drawing voting maps and could usher in Republican gains in the House.
The decision is expected to touch off a scramble by Republicans to redraw majority-minority districts, especially in the South. New districts could shift the balance of power in Congress by imperiling the reelection prospects of some Black Democrats, possibly as soon as November's midterms in some instances. Minority representatives in state legislatures and local offices could also be redistricted out.
The court's conservative majority found Louisiana unlawfully discriminated by race when it created a second majority-Black congressional district to comply with the VRA. But the court did not strike down the provision, known as Section 2, as unconstitutional as many voting rights advocates had feared. Still, the court's liberal justices and voting rights experts said it was effectively gutted.
The ruling carries significant symbolic weight, scaling back the last major pillar of a 60-year-old law long considered one of the marquee achievements of the civil rights era. The Voting Rights Act bans discriminatory voting practices such as literacy tests and poll taxes, and has helped greatly increase minority representation in state and federal offices.
In an ideologically divided 6-3 ruling, the conservative justices created a higher bar for the law's powerful provision that allows states to use race to draw maps that help minority communities elect candidates of their choice. Section 2 is aimed at combating discriminatory gerrymandering that weakens the power of Black, Latino, Native American and Asian voters.
States must walk a careful line when drawing maps for voting districts. The Voting Rights Act directs states to consider race to some degree when redistricting to ensure that racial minority groups have an opportunity to elect representatives who reflect their priorities. Maps explicitly drawn along racial lines, however, violate the equal-protection clause of the 14th Amendment and the 15th Amendment's ban on racial discrimination in voting practices.
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. wrote the opinion for the majority, saying it was time to rework Section 2 given gains in ending racial discrimination, the use of VRA lawsuits for partisan purposes, and advances in technology that have made it easier to draw legislative districts that balance partisan interests and racial considerations.
Alito wrote that going forward, plaintiffs would have to show that a state intentionally discriminated against a minority group in drawing a map, rather than simply showing the minority group did not have the opportunity to elect a candidate of their choice when certain circumstances are met.
"Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act ... was designed to enforce the Constitution -- not collide with it," he wrote. "Unfortunately, lower courts have sometimes applied this Court's [Section] 2 precedents in a way that forces States to engage in the very race-based discrimination that the Constitution forbids."
The decision came over the sharp objections of the court's three liberals. Justice Elena Kagan delivered the dissent from the bench, signaling strong disagreement. In her opinion, Kagan lamented that in rulings over the last decade, the court's conservative justices had carried out a "demolition" of the VRA that was now complete. She predicted a precipitous decline in minority representation in political office.
"The consequences are likely to be far-reaching and grave. Today's decision renders Section 2 all but a dead letter. In the States where that law continues to matter -- the States still marked by residential segregation and racially polarized voting -- minority voters can now be cracked out of the electoral process," Kagan said, referring to the process of drawing maps that break up minority voting blocs.
The decision continues a trend by the court's conservative majority to roll back race-conscious efforts to redress discriminatory practices. It comes two years after another major decision to restrict race-based affirmative action in college admissions.
The ruling lands as a nationwide redistricting war has broken out between Republicans and Democrats, both of which have taken the unusual step of redrawing district lines between censuses to try to secure partisan advantages in this year's races for Congress. Republicans currently hold a slim majority.
Professor Richard L. Hasen, an election law expert at UCLA, said Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act still stands but is all but eviscerated.
"The opinion weakens application of the Voting Rights Act to make it a much weaker, and potentially toothless, law," Hasen wrote on his blog. "It is hard to overstate how much this weakens the Voting Rights Act."
NAACP President Derrick Johnson said in a statement the ruling is a major strike to minority political power.
"Today's decision is a devastating blow to what remains of the Voting Rights Act, and a license for corrupt politicians who want to rig the system by silencing entire communities," Johnson said. "The Supreme Court betrayed Black voters, they betrayed America, and they betrayed our democracy. This ruling is a major setback for our nation and threatens to erode the hard-won victories we've fought, bled, and died for."
The Trump administration hailed the ruling in a statement.
"This is a complete and total victory for American voters," White House spokeswoman Abigail Jackson wrote. "The color of one's skin should not dictate which congressional district you belong in. We commend the court for putting an end to the unconstitutional abuse of the Voting Rights Act and protecting civil rights."
Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill called the ruling "seismic" and applauded it in a statement.
"The Supreme Court has ended Louisiana's long-running nightmare of federal courts coercing the state to draw a racially discriminatory map," Murrill said.
The complicated dispute over the Louisiana voting district has dragged on for years and had been before the court last term.
The case began in 2022 when Black voters and civil rights groups sued Louisiana under Section 2, saying a new voting map drafted after the 2020 Census shortchanged African American voters. The map had only one Black-majority district out of six. African Americans make up one-third of the state's population.
A federal court ruled for the plaintiffs and ordered the state to draw a new map with a second Black-majority district. After further legal wrangling, the Louisiana legislature drafted one in 2024.
The new map, which was drawn in part to protect the seats of Republican incumbents, including House Speaker Mike Johnson and House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, created a Black-majority district that meandered across the state from Baton Rouge to Shreveport.
A group of self-described "non-Black voter[s]" sued, arguing the new map was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander that violated the equal protection clause. A federal district court panel ruled for the non-Black plaintiffs and put a hold on the redrawn map.
The Supreme Court eventually allowed the map with two Black-majority districts to go into effect for the 2024 congressional election. Voters chose Cleo Fields, a Black Democrat, for the new district.
The non-Black voters brought their case to the Supreme Court once again. Last term, the justices decided to hold off on a ruling and asked both sides to address whether creation of the second Black-majority district violated the 14th and 15th Amendments, before taking up the case again this term.
During arguments in October, Louisiana Solicitor General Benjamin Aguinaga told the justices that any "race-based redistricting is fundamentally contradictory to our Constitution." He also said that Louisiana had changed in recent decades, so the need for Section 2 had been obviated.
"It requires striking enough members of the majority race to sufficiently diminish their voting strength, and it requires drawing in enough members of a minority race to sufficiently augment their voting strength," Aguinaga said. "Embedded within these express targets are racial stereotypes that this court has long criticized."
Kagan asked an attorney for Black voters in Louisiana what impact gutting Section 2 would have.
"The results would be pretty catastrophic," said Janai Nelson, the president of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
"We only have the diversity we see across the South because of litigation" under the voting rights law, Nelson said, adding that it had been "crucial to diversifying leadership" in Louisiana and other states. She said no Black person has been elected to statewide office in Louisiana to date.
The decision follows another by the Supreme Court involving Section 2 in 2023. In that case, the justices ruled Alabama created electoral maps that unlawfully diluted the power of Black residents. That ruling surprised many court watchers because the justices have chipped away at the VRA in recent years.
In the most significant ruling in 2013, the justices struck down Section 5 of the VRA, which required states with a history of discriminating against minority voters to get changes to electoral law approved by the federal government or a judge. Most of the states covered by the provision are in the South.
The latest ruling is likely to contribute to the uncertainty surrounding the nation's electoral maps, amid the unprecedented wave of mid-decade redistricting. Ordinarily, states redraw their lines at the beginning of each decade after the U.S. Census Bureau alerts states to population shifts.
President Donald Trump, concerned Republicans could lose their fragile House majority, began pressing Republican-led states last summer to draw new lines ahead of the midterm elections. Republicans drew better lines for themselves in Ohio, Missouri, North Carolina and Texas that could give them strong shots at picking up nine more seats.
In response, voters in California approved a new map that will give Democrats up to five more House seats, and voters in Virginia approved a plan to redraw their map. The Supreme Court turned aside a challenge to the California map in February.
The Supreme Court's decision probably gives Republicans an opportunity to draw even more districts in their favor.
The deadlines for most states to redraw their maps before the midterms have passed, but it's possible some states push to change those rules. Either way, the ruling could set Republicans up for advantages in 2028 and beyond.
Florida Republicans carved up their districts· to give their party up to four more districts, in the hours after the Supreme Court decision.
Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tennessee) called on lawmakers in Tennessee to redraw maps to create an extra Republican seat in Memphis, and Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves (R) announced he would call a special session to redraw the state's maps.
This Supreme Court term is shaping up as a consequential one for election-related law.
In one major case, the court will decide the constitutionality of counting mail-in ballots that arrive after an election, provided they are postmarked by Election Day. The justices also allowed a lawsuit by a Republican congressman from Illinois who is challenging the state's mail-in ballot law.
The justices heard arguments in December over whether to lift restrictions on parties spending money in coordination with candidates, which could be the latest chance for the court to curtail campaign finance limits.
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National Security
Hegseth spars with lawmakers as Iran war's price tag hits $25 billion
In a fiery House meeting on the military budget, the defense secretary called lawmakers critical of the administration's handling of the conflict "defeatist."

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Wednesday before the House Armed Services Committee. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Noah Robertson | 2026-04-30
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Wednesday sparred with House Democrats who repeatedly accused him of misleading the public about the Trump administration's war in Iran and unjustly firing senior military leaders.
The six-hour House Armed Service Committee hearing, ostensibly a chance for Hegseth and Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to defend the administration's record $1.5 trillion defense budget request, quickly devolved into pointed -- and often personal -- barbs between members of the committee and the Pentagon's combative leader.
"The biggest challenge, the biggest adversary we face at this point are the reckless, feckless and defeatist words of congressional Democrats and some Republicans," Hegseth said in his opening statement, deviating from his prepared remarks published ahead of the hearing.
Hegseth's comments during his first public testimony since the Iran war began were aimed at lawmakers' criticism of the Trump administration's handling of the conflict, which the Pentagon's acting comptroller said has cost about $25 billion so far, mostly due to the thousands of munitions used to strike more than 13,000 targets in the joint U.S.-Israeli campaign.
Though a ceasefire has mostly held for the past several weeks, Washington and Tehran have stalled in their negotiations over a peace agreement that would formally end the war. President Donald Trump has demanded that Iran reopen the Strait of Hormuz and completely shutter its nuclear program. The Iranians have said they will commit to nothing until the U.S. lifts its naval blockade of the country's ports.
Democrats, in an attempt to frame the war as an unfair burden on American taxpayers ahead of the November midterm elections, argued the Trump administration had failed to sufficiently prepare for the conflict's potential economic fallout and lacked a clear exit plan.
They highlighted the elevated cost of gasoline and warned that the war's disruption of commercial shipping, including fertilizer, could lead to a spike in food prices.
"Where is this going? What is the plan to achieve our objectives?" said Rep. Adam Smith (Washington), the panel's top Democrat, during his opening remarks.
Hegseth vehemently contested the accusations, frequently attempting to speak over Democrats during their allotted time to ask questions. The Iran war, he said, has been "an astounding military success" and is worth the cost if it means preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon -- one of multiple justifications the administration has offered for starting the conflict.
"My generation understands how long we were in Iraq, how long we were in Afghanistan, how long we were in Vietnam," he said, arguing that Democrats were undercutting the war effort after only two months.
"That's exactly it. Is this war shaping up to be that war?" Rep. Chrissy Houlahan (D-Pennsylvania) said in a later exchange.
Trump previously projected that the U.S. military operation could last about four or five weeks but has shifted his estimated timeline at different moments in the conflict. The administration did not ask Congress to authorize the war before beginning the attacks in late February, and Republicans have voted down multiple Democratic-led efforts to halt the fighting.
Smith, the committee's top Democrat, also criticized the administration's proposed defense budget, arguing the enormous sum is unrealistic given the country's nearly $40 trillion debt. Many Democrats have already signaled they will oppose such a high number, though the Pentagon -- and many congressional Republicans -- contend that the total is necessary to restock munitions expended during the Iran war and keep pace with U.S. adversaries like Russia and China.
Hegseth is set to testify before the Senate Armed Services Committee on Thursday, where he is expected to face similar questions regarding the war in Iran and his management of the Pentagon.

Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, addresses lawmakers Wednesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


One of the most critical Republican comments came from Rep. Austin Scott (Georgia), who objected to Hegseth's removal this month of the Army's chief of staff, Gen. Randy George, and said that he had sent the Pentagon a letter requesting answers on the issue.
Hegseth repeatedly refused to answer questions about his reasoning for seeking the general's retirement before the end of his four-year term. Since taking over the Pentagon last year, the secretary has purged the military's senior ranks of numerous generals and admirals, often without public explanation.
Rep. Don Bacon (R-Nebraska), a frequent critic of the administration, also called attention to the firing or forced retirement of so many senior military officers under Hegseth's leadership, and noted that the committee shared "bipartisan concern" about the dismissals.
"It's very difficult to change the culture of a department that has been destroyed by the wrong perspectives with the same officers that were there," Hegseth said under further questioning from Houlahan.
Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Virginia), who has a strong Navy presence in her district, separately asked Hegseth to explain the firing last week of John Phelan as Navy secretary, a move that Democrats and Republicans have openly questioned while the service branch is at war.
"It was time for new leadership and a new direction as far as running fast toward those objectives" for the Navy, Hegseth said. "Personnel is policy," he continued.
When asked about the Pentagon's choice to remove several Army officers from a list that slated them for promotion to brigadier general, Hegseth said that the decision was part of a larger review of military promotion boards.
"I anticipate other officers will be removed also," Hegseth said.
Mariana Alfaro, Tara Copp, Dan Lamothe, Scott Nover, Sammy Westfall and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Politics
What the Supreme Court did to the Voting Rights Act
Southern lawmakers can now draw congressional maps to break up minority voters, as the conservative majority continues to roll back decades-old civil rights protections.

Conservatives on the Supreme Court changed a key pillar of the Voting Rights Act. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


By Amber Phillips | 2026-04-30
The Supreme Court on Wednesday limited a major piece of civil rights legislation· that for decades has allowed legislative districts to be drawn in a way to boost minority voters' representation.
Now, Republican lawmakers in the South can draw maps to break up Black and other minority voters, diluting their voting power and limiting minority representation in Congress and state legislatures. Some Southern Black Democrats could lose their seats in Congress and legislatures as soon as November.
It's just one of several ways a conservative Supreme Court remade by President Donald Trump has rolled back decades-old civil rights protections for voters.
Here's what's going on.
You're reading The 5-Minute Fix newsletter, contextualizing the day's biggest political news. Get it in your inbox for free, every weekday.
The justices were considering a case about whether Louisiana lawmakers violated White voters' rights when they drew a majority-Black congressional district. Lawmakers created the district as part of a years-long court battle to comply with the Voting Rights Act.
The justices agreed that White voters were discriminated against, and they made it harder for minority voters to prove they have been drawn into electoral districts that weaken their voting power.
The measure that bans racial gerrymandering is known as Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. It was seen by many voting rights experts as the last major pillar of the 60-year-old law, adopted in the heart of the civil rights era, alongside a ban on discriminatory voting practices such as literacy tests and poll taxes.
The justices didn't get rid of Section 2, but they made it much harder to enforce.
The court's six conservative justices all supported this change, with the three liberal justices dissenting.
The conservative justices were sympathetic to the argument that because the Constitution says all people must be treated equally, politicians can't take race into account to draw electoral districts -- even if the goal is to boost minority representation.
The law "forces States to engage in the very race-based discrimination that the Constitution forbids," said Justice Samuel Alito, writing for the majority.
During arguments in October, Louisiana Solicitor General Benjamin Aguinaga told the justices that the law as it stands diminishes White voting power. "It requires striking enough members of the majority race to sufficiently diminish their voting strength, and it requires drawing in enough members of a minority race to sufficiently augment their voting strength," Aguinaga said. "Embedded within these express targets are racial stereotypes that this court has long criticized."
The conservative justices framed their decision as a tweak to the law, but that is not how it will play out in practice, critics argue.
After Wednesday, minority voters who lose their representation in Congress because of gerrymandering will have to prove that racial discrimination against them was intentional, a bar they previously didn't have to meet.
The Supreme Court has said that drawing districts to group people by political party is legal.
"The Supreme Court has provided a clear road map for any legislature that wants to racially gerrymander, that wants to minimize the influence of its minority residents," David Becker, a former Justice Department voting rights lawyer and head of the nonpartisan Center for Election Innovation & Research, said in a briefing with reporters. "All it has to do is be very careful not to talk about intent, to only talk about partisanship, and the racial effects won't be enough to establish a violation of the Voting Rights Act, even if the racial effects are stark."
Justice Elena Kagan read her dissent from the bench to signal her strong disapproval: "The court's decision will set back the foundational right Congress granted of racial equality in electoral opportunity," she said.
It's hard to game out exactly what could happen.
A report last year by the advocacy groups Black Voters Matter Fund and Fair Fight Action estimated that four states -- Alabama, Mississippi, South Carolina and Tennessee -- could lose all their Democratic representatives in Congress, while Republicans could gain 19 House seats overall.
But the immediate impact depends on whether Republican lawmakers in Southern states will redraw their maps now, and whether those maps could be done in time for the November elections.
The decision also lands in the middle of a nationwide redistricting war started by Trump. Florida Republicans are moving to redraw their maps· right now and could take this ruling into account.
Rep. Cleo Fields (D) represents the new, majority-Black district in Louisiana that the court said was improperly drawn. He and other Black members of Congress could lose their seats if Louisiana Republicans race to draw new maps that break up Black voters and place them in other, Whiter districts. "Minority voters not only in Louisiana but across the nation -- particularly in the southern part of our country -- they are in my view left without real protections from the Voting Rights Act," Fields told my Washington Post colleagues.
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Military
U.S. aircraft carrier to leave Mideast, reducing military might amid Iran war
The USS Gerald R. Ford, at sea for 10 months, is in need of repair. Its exit, though, reduces the firepower on hand as Trump presses Tehran to make peace.

The aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford off Split, Croatia, in late March. (Tom Dubravec/AP)


By Tara  Copp, Dan Lamothe | 2026-04-29
The aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford will depart the Middle East and begin the sail for home in coming days, multiple U.S. officials said, an expected relief for roughly 4,500 sailors who have been deployed for 10 months -- but a loss of significant firepower as peace talks between the United States and Iran stagnate.
The Ford is one of three aircraft carriers in the region -- the others are the USS George H.W. Bush and the USS Abraham Lincoln -- amid hostilities with Iran. While the Ford is in the Red Sea, the Lincoln and Bush are operating in the Arabian Sea to enforce the U.S. blockade targeting vessels carrying oil or goods from Iranian ports.
It was not clear precisely when the Ford would depart the Middle East. One official said that it is probably expected back home in Virginia around mid-May.
As of Wednesday, the Ford had been deployed 309 days -- the record for the longest time any modern U.S. aircraft carrier has been at sea, which has worn on the ship. It's undergone some repairs after sustaining damage in a laundry room fire that injured some sailors, and the ship has had repeated issues with its toilets. Once the ship is back in port, it is expected to undergo extensive repairs and maintenance.
At a congressional hearing Wednesday, multiple lawmakers addressed the ship's extended deployment, questioning Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth whether the cost to the ship and crew was necessary. Keeping the Ford at sea so long will  affect not only its future availability but also the readiness of other warships because the yards that perform their maintenance have limited capacity.
"I worry about the USS Ford," said Rep. Gil Cisneros," (D-California). "What trade-offs are we making?"
"A tough decision-making process led to the extension," Hegseth said, "in consultation with the Navy."
Typical carrier deployments last six or seven months to keep the ships on their maintenance schedules.
The Ford, the Navy's newest carrier, left port at Naval Station Norfolk on June 24 to sail for Europe. It was later directed by the Trump administration to sail back across the Atlantic to the Caribbean, where it assisted in the U.S. blockade of Venezuela's oil exports and the January capture of President Nicolas Maduro.
Its deployment was then extended, and the carrier was sent to the Middle East to support U.S. war operations against Iran.
The Navy has had a sizable role in the Venezuela and Iran operations, sending more than a dozen warships to both theaters. In the Arabian Sea, the Navy has turned back 39 vessels -- in some cases boarding and seizing them -- to prevent them from transporting oil or cargo that benefits Iran. On Tuesday, U.S. forces boarded another ship, the M/V Blue Star, and let it go after inspection.
The blockade at present is the main source of military pressure the U.S. is exerting on Iran as the Trump administration seeks to force Tehran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz and abandon its nuclear program.
Noah Robertson contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court wrestles with Trump effort to end temporary protections for migrants
The conservative justices appeared sympathetic to the administration's contention that it can cancel humanitarian protections for Haitian and Syrian nationals.

Members of the Haitian community in North Miami this week rally in support of extending TPS. (Carl Juste/Miami Herald/Tribune News Service/Getty Images)


By Julian  Mark, Maria Sacchetti | 2026-04-29
The Supreme Court's conservative majority on Wednesday appeared sympathetic to the Trump administration's arguments that it can cancel temporary humanitarian protections for Haitian and Syrian immigrants living legally in the United States, hearing a pair of cases that could let the government deport hundreds of thousands of people starting this year.
The cases test a key part of President Donald Trump's immigration agenda, which has not only sought to deport undocumented immigrants but also to narrow the legal pathways for immigrants to reside in the United States. As he campaigned for his second presidential term, Trump vowed to revoke temporary protected status for Haitian immigrants while spreading baseless claims that Haitian residents in Springfield, Ohio, were killing and eating their neighbors' pets.
Several of the court's conservative justices appeared skeptical of arguments made by immigrants' attorneys that courts have the authority to review whether Kristi L. Noem, who until recently was the homeland security secretary, took the proper steps to cancel the protections. The 1990 law that created TPS says there is no "judicial review" of the secretary's "determination."
"If we apply ordinary meaning of that term here, I really don't understand how you can prevail," Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. told the lawyers.
Much of the harder questioning for the Trump administration came from the court's liberal justices, who probed Solicitor General D. John Sauer on the TPS holders' allegations that Noem did not take the required steps in canceling the protections. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson asked if, under the government's theory, Noem could make a decision using a "Ouija board."
The liberal justices also highlighted Trump's past comments that some immigrants were "poisoning the blood" of the United States, his favoring White South African refugees over immigrants of color, and his use of expletives to disparage countries including Haiti. Such comments suggest the administration acted from racial animus, the immigrants' attorneys have argued.
"What about 'poisoning the blood of Americans?'" Jackson asked, before listing other remarks.
Sauer said the statements referred to immigrants who were criminals or depend on welfare, neither of which applied to TPS holders.
The potential impact of the Supreme Court's opinion, which is expected by June, extends well beyond Haitians to approximately 1.3 million immigrants from 17 countries who had temporary protected status when Trump took office. Since then, the Department of Homeland Security has sought to eliminate protections for 13 of those countries, including Haiti, Syria and several others the State Department still considers highly dangerous.
Congress created TPS in 1990 to protect immigrants in the United States from being deported to countries engulfed in an armed conflict, a natural disaster or another extraordinary crisis, allowing them to work legally in the U.S. for up to 18 months. Applicants to the program cannot have serious criminal records, and they must pay fees and pass a background check.
The U.S. government can renew the protections -- and has, multiple times, drawing criticism from Trump for allowing the provisional status to last for years, even decades.
"Keep in mind, this is temporary protected status," Sauer told the court. "The word temporary is used again and again in the statute, including its title. And we're looking at a situation where there have been initial designations that go back to 1991 in the case of Somalia ..."
Attorneys for the immigrants countered that they are entitled to a fair process.
"We're talking about the power to mass expel people who have done nothing wrong to countries that remain unsafe," said Ahilan Arulanantham, an attorney who argued on behalf of the immigrants. "And our view is it is unlikely that a refugee protection statute would have given that power to the secretary."
In February 2025, Noem made good on Trump's promise to limit the program, kicking off the process to cancel temporary protections for more than 353,000 Haitian migrants. They had first received protections in 2010 following Haiti's devastating 7.0 earthquake, and the protections had been extended to include those who arrived later. Haiti has faced multiple crises, including the 2021 assassination of its president and widespread gang violence.
Although conditions in Haiti remained "concerning," Noem argued last year that Haiti was largely safe for TPS holders to return to. Even if there were safety concerns, she argued, offering protections to Haitians was no longer in the "national interest" because the program was acting as a "pull factor" for illegal immigration.
In September, Noem terminated temporary protected status for a little more than 6,000 Syrian immigrants. They had received protections starting in 2012 amid the violent crackdown by Syria's then-leader Bashar al-Assad. Because Assad's regime fell in 2024 -- and the country's brutal civil war had subsided to "sporadic, isolated episodes of violence" -- Noem determined that Syrians also could return to their home country.
Lawyers for the immigrants pointed to State Department advisories that warn U.S. citizens not to travel to either country because of risks of terrorism, kidnapping and armed conflict. The advisories recommend that visitors establish "proof of life" protocols in case they are taken hostage, "to confirm that you are being held captive and alive."
In light of those dangers, lawyers for Haitians and Syrians sued to block the terminations, arguing that Noem did not follow requirements in the law that she assess a country's condition before deciding whether it is safe. They said Noem scarcely consulted with other agencies in identifying risks and that the decisions to end TPS were motivated by racial animus.
The Trump administration denies that. Moreover, it points to the Immigration Act of 1990, a bipartisan law that established the temporary protected status program, which says terminating a country's status is entirely the secretary's decision and cannot be challenged in court.
"'[N]o judicial review' means what it says," the government wrote in its brief to the court.
The conservative justices were largely sympathetic to that argument. Justice Neil M. Gorsuch said he was "struggling" with the immigrant attorneys' arguments that a court acting to postpone Noem's determinations was not an example of the judiciary stepping in.
Geoffrey M. Pipoly, a lawyer for the Haitian TPS holders, responded, "It's difficult for me to answer that question without pointing out --"
"It's difficult for me to answer the question, too," Gorsuch cut in.
In both cases, lower courts sided with the immigrants. In the case of the Haitians, a federal judge in D.C. found that the termination was probably motivated by racial animus, pointing to Trump's comments about the migrants in Springfield eating dogs and cats.
When the Supreme Court agreed to hear the cases, the justices left the lower-court orders in effect, meaning Syrian and Haitian immigrants still have valid work permits and are protected from deportation for now.
The prospect of Haitians losing temporary protections has drawn concern from members of the caregiving industry, who say that nursing homes across the country rely heavily on nurses and nurse's aides from that country. 
In April, House Democrats and Republicans voted to restore the temporary protections for Haitian migrants, voicing similar concerns. That legislative effort faces an uncertain fate in the Senate, however, and would need Trump's signature to go into effect.
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Politics
Trump's $1 million 'gold card' visa has not been as popular as advertised
Just 165 people have paid the application fee so far, the government said in a new legal filing.

President Donald Trump in September during the signing of an executive order establishing the "gold card" visa. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield | 2026-04-29
In the months since President Donald Trump launched a special "gold card" visa that would grant citizenship to people willing to pay $1 million, his administration has touted the program as a success. The president has called it a "green card on steroids," and Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick claimed the program has brought in $1.3 billion in revenue.
But in a new legal filing, the White House admitted that only a small pool of people have even started the process, let alone paid the government. In the court document, the administration said it has received 338 requests for the gold card visa and, of those people, 165 have actually paid the nonrefundable $15,000 filing fee to move forward. Just 59 people have moved on to the subsequent step of filling out paperwork from the Department of Homeland Security.
When he announced the program in December, Trump touted it as a way for wealthy people to gain entry into the United States, for American companies to recruit top talent and for the country to reduce its debt.
"Quite a beautiful thing," Trump said, holding up a gilded card featuring his face. "Just in a few days, you've taken in over a billion and a half dollars. That gold card all goes toward reducing debt. Goes into the treasury."
In the filing, the government's attorneys said the wealthy individuals and companies will not get to skip the line, as the hefty payments do not guarantee speedier processing or take away slots from others applying for the same visa category without paying large sums.
The administration was sued by university professors and others who argued that the gold card visa program illegally upended the EB-1 and EB-2 visa programs, which were designed to recruit extraordinarily talented immigrants. But the government's attorneys said in the filing Tuesday that those immigrants could still get visas without having to pay the same lofty cost.
Lutnick has publicly offered a slew of alternative numbers to refer to the program's interest: In February last year, he said 250,000 people were in line for a visa, suggesting the government might sell cards to 200,000. Last week, Lutnick acknowledged that just one person had been approved and paid the $1 million fee, but he said "hundreds" were in the queue and being processed. At the same time, a White House spokesman told The Washington Post "thousands" had paid the nonrefundable $15,000 fee -- though the court filing said the number was actually far lower.
"The workload from the Gold Card program is quite small," DHS official Cara Selby wrote in a document supplementing the filing. Six adjudicators are tasked with processing the requests, Selby said. DHS declined to answer questions about the process and the person who received the visa and referred The Post to the Commerce Department, which didn't respond to requests for comment.
The website for the gold card, TrumpCard.gov, promises that it's a speedy method for residency, estimating the process should take "weeks" once the fee and application have been received.
But the government said in its filing Tuesday that it is not any faster than the normal speed of existing EB-1 and EB-2 visa applications. And it said there would be a surplus number of slots for visas that could go toward gold card applicants.
"Aliens who must wait for visa availability will continue to have their immigrant visa applications processed according to their priority date and the current final action date, regardless of whether they are a Gold Card applicant," the filing stated.
Leon Fresco, an immigration attorney and partner at Holland & Knight, reviewed the government's filing and said the administration could have a strong argument to dismiss the lawsuit against it if it can convince the court that it will only give the gold cards out at the end of the year if the green card categories aren't oversubscribed.
"But by doing this," he said, "the speed element of the gold card is undermined."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/04/29/trump-gold-card-visa/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Justice
Pam Bondi agrees to testify before Congress on Epstein files, committee says
The former attorney general had been subpoenaed to appear at a closed-door session. When she was fired by Trump, her appearance was thrown into limbo.

Then-Attorney General Pam Bondi speaks to the media on June 27 as President Donald Trump looks on. (Manuel Ceneta/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-04-29
Former attorney general Pam Bondi has agreed to provide testimony to Congress about the Justice Department's handling of its release of files related to convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, a spokesperson for the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee said Wednesday.
The transcribed interview, scheduled for May 29, will be the first time Bondi has addressed lawmakers on Capitol Hill since President Donald Trump fired her as the nation's top law enforcement official this month.
The committee had subpoenaed Bondi to appear before members on April 14. After her ouster, Justice Department officials said Bondi would not show up and asked the committee chairman, Rep. James Comer (R-Kentucky), to withdraw that request.
The announcement that Bondi had agreed to reschedule her appearance follows threats from Democrats on the panel that they would move to find her in contempt if she did not come to Capitol Hill to testify. Jessica Collins, the committee spokeswoman, announced the rescheduled date on Wednesday moments after Democrats took steps to advance that vote.
"That's completely unnecessary," Collins said of the Democrats' contempt warnings. "Former attorney general Pam Bondi will appear on May 29."
Bondi did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The Justice Department dismissed the warnings from committee Democrats as a stunt. "If Democrats expect this Justice Department to participate in their baseless witch hunt against the former Attorney General, they are more delusional than we thought," the department said in a statement.
"While Democrats continue their performative crusade for 'transparency,' the Department has continued to voluntarily cooperate with their oversight efforts of the Epstein files," the statement read.
After the passage of the Epstein Files Transparency Act, the Justice Department earlier this year made public millions of pages of documents related to its investigations of Epstein, a well-connected financier who died in federal custody in 2019 while awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges. His death has been ruled a suicide.
Since then, department officials have been accused by lawmakers on both sides of the aisle of missing congressionally mandated deadlines, failing to completely shield victims' personal information and redacting details to protect prominent people in Epstein's circle.
Bondi, in particular, has faced intense scrutiny for her handling of that rollout, and the matter played a role in Trump's decision to remove her from her Cabinet-level post. The president had fumed for months as Epstein material continued to drive headlines and divide his party.
Bondi and her successor, acting attorney general Todd Blanche, have broadly defended the Justice Department's work and its efforts to comply with the law in previous congressional testimony. Bondi has fielded questions about the Epstein files during at least two earlier hearings, but members of the committee voted in March to compel her testimony once again.
Several Republicans joined Democrats in that vote, which appeared to catch Comer off guard. The push was led by Reps. Nancy Mace (R-South Carolina) and Ro Khanna (D-California).
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Democracy in America
Florida lawmakers approve redistricting plan intended to give GOP four more seats
Republican state legislators drew new districts that are expected to be challenged in court. 

Florida State Rep. Angie Nixon (D) on the Florida House floor Wednesday as the chamber voted on a redistricting bill. (Mike Stewart/AP)


By Patrick Marley | 2026-04-29
Florida lawmakers approved a new congressional map Wednesday that would give Republicans a leg up in four more House seats, boosting their chances of keeping control of the chamber amid a nationwide redistricting arms race.
Republicans who control the legislature adopted the plan two days after Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) presented it to them -- and just hours  after the U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision curtailing the Voting Rights Act and giving states more leeway to draw districts for partisan advantage. Court challenges are expected.
President Donald Trump last year urged Republican-led states to adopt the highly unusual tactic of redrawing their congressional maps in the middle of the decade instead of waiting for the 2030 Census. Five states, including Florida, have drawn 13 districts with lines more favorable to Republicans.
Democrats responded by persuading voters to draw new districts in their favor in California and Virginia. They also won a court case in Utah, giving them a total of 10 districts with more favorable boundaries.
With the new Florida map, Republicans have a strong chance of winning 24 of 28 districts in a state that was seen as a presidential battleground just a decade ago. The map shifts four districts that voted for Democrat Kamala Harris in the 2024 presidential election by several percentage points to ones that voted for Trump by nine or more points.
GOP victories for the four seats -- or those newly drawn in other states -- are not guaranteed. Trump's polling numbers have slumped, and Democrats are optimistic they can win the House even with new districts. Republicans now control the House 217-212, and a handful of races could decide which party holds a majority next year.
Attention will soon shift to the courts. Challenges to the Florida map will have to move quickly because the state will hold primaries in August, and election officials must make ballots available weeks before then.
Florida's Constitution bars drawing districts for partisan gain, and that ban is expected to be the centerpiece of any challenge. An aide to DeSantis said in a public hearing Tuesday that he had taken partisanship into account when he drew the map.
The new map replaces one that GOP lawmakers and DeSantis adopted four years ago, and Republicans said they believed the new one is fairer. A lawyer for DeSantis this week argued the 2022 map was "distorted by considerations of race" and questioned the legality of the state's ban on partisan redistricting.
Challenges to the map are expected to be considered by the Florida Supreme Court, which is dominated by DeSantis appointees and has upheld the 2022 map.
Other litigation is affecting maps around the country. The U.S. Supreme Court's decision· Wednesday could give Republicans a chance to draw a few new districts now and many more for the 2028 elections.
Separately, the Virginia Supreme Court is considering challenges to the new map there, putting four new districts that favor Democrats at risk.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court says antiabortion center can fight subpoena for donors' names
Advocacy groups across the political spectrum aligned with the faith-based center in its battle with New Jersey's attorney general over disclosing its donors.

The Supreme Court building. (Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Praveena Somasundaram, Justin Jouvenal | 2026-04-29
The Supreme Court held unanimously on Wednesday that a chain of faith-based antiabortion pregnancy centers can mount a federal court challenge to a subpoena for its donors that it claims is part of an intimidation campaign by New Jersey officials hostile to its views on abortion.
The justices sided with First Choice Women's Resource Centers Inc., which claimed the request by New Jersey Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin (D) chilled its First Amendment rights to speech and association with donors because disclosure might make supporters leery of contributing money.
The case tested a technical legal issue, but nonprofits and advocacy groups across the ideological spectrum followed it closely because the outcome could affect their own ability to thwart what they see as overreach by state officials.
In briefs submitted to the court, a number of organizations noted that having an avenue to fight politically motivated investigations was crucial for nonprofits and other advocacy-based groups.
Among them was the American Civil Liberties Union, which publicly acknowledged it did not fall on the same side as First Choice when it came to abortion policy but signed on to an amicus brief, saying that such broad subpoenas could "put all advocacy at risk."
The case began in 2023, when Platkin issued his subpoena as part of an investigation into whether First Choice was deceiving clients and donors by falsely suggesting it offered abortion referrals. A state probe found some First Choice client-facing websites and donor pages elided or obscured its antiabortion mission. First Choice denies any wrongdoing.
First Choice, which has five centers in New Jersey, bills itself as a "network of clinics providing the best care and most up-to-date information on your pregnancy and pregnancy options."
First Choice did not hand over any documents. Instead, the nonprofit sued in federal court, arguing that the attorney general's request violated its First Amendment rights.
The question at the heart of the case is whether First Choice's claims are "ripe." To bring legal action in federal court, plaintiffs are required to show they have suffered an actual harm, not a hypothetical one.
The subpoena that Platkin issued for First Choice's records requires a state court in New Jersey to order its enforcement. To date, a state judge has told First Choice to respond to the subpoena but has yet to demand that it actually turn over the records.
For that reason, New Jersey said First Choice could not demonstrate it had suffered a concrete harm. First Choice countered that the threat of the subpoena was chilling enough to meet the ripeness test. The justices embraced that argument.
Lower courts had ruled against First Choice before it appealed to the Supreme Court. The Trump administration has backed First Choice's position in the case.
Like First Choice, many pregnancy centers across the United States, also called "crisis pregnancy centers," are faith-based and operate with the goal of deterring women from having abortions. Center staff work to persuade women instead to carry their pregnancies to term and help them access basic resources to care for newborns.
After the fall of Roe v. Wade in 2022, conservative lawmakers bolstered the pregnancy centers' work with public funding. At the same time, abortion rights advocates readied themselves to combat the centers' messaging, which they say often blurs their antiabortion mission.
Those feuds have played out in courts across the country.
In February, a federal judge in Massachusetts dismissed a First Amendment lawsuit brought by a chain of pregnancy centers in the state. The chain sued Massachusetts officials and a reproductive rights organization in 2024 after the state launched a public campaign urging women to avoid pregnancy centers.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Despite guilty verdict, jury lets Virginia town leader stay in office for now 
Purcellville residents launched a recall campaign against Vice Mayor Carl "Ben" Nett over charges that included conflict of interest, part of a political feud that has split the community.

Purcellville Vice Mayor Carl "Ben" Nett at Feb. 10 council meeting. (Paul Schwartzman/The Washington Post)


By Paul Schwartzman | 2026-04-30
The political rancor engulfing a small Virginia community entered a new dimension when a jury rejected a recall campaign to remove a top elected leader even as it found the official guilty of violating local policies.
When Purcellville's Town Council convened Tuesday night, the man at the center of the uproar, Vice Mayor Carl "Ben" Nett, took his usual place on the dais without addressing the Loudoun County jury's verdict.
But residents in the audience, during the public comment period, did not hold back.
"Even though you might not have gotten repercussions yet, Mr. Ben, we know you're guilty, and that means something," resident Beth Goldsmith said when it was her turn to address the council. "This is going to stick to you, stick to your reputation and your record."
Nett, who also faces criminal charges of bid-rigging, could still be temporarily removed from his council seat. Virginia's General Assembly, as a result of Nett's pending case, recently passed legislation requiring that public officials in Northern Virginia, if charged with crimes, be suspended until allegations against them are resolved. A Loudoun County judge has scheduled a May 7 hearing to consider Nett's possible suspension.
Nett has contended that the charges against him are part of a coordinated campaign to destroy his political career. In a statement after the recall trial's verdict, he reprised his call for a federal investigation of Purcellville police, Loudoun County prosecutors and "associated individuals throughout state government" who, he says, violated his civil rights.
An otherwise sleepy exurb 50 miles west of Washington, Purcellville for over a year has been torn by a political feud resulting in multimillion-dollar lawsuits, criminal charges and a citizen-led revolt to recall four of the council's seven members, including the mayor.
A preponderance of the public's fury has been aimed at Nett, who was elected to the council two years ago as part of an antidevelopment ticket that called itself "Team Mayberry," a reference intended to evoke "The Andy Griffith Show," the 1960s television program about a small-town sheriff.
Before moving to Purcellville, Nett drew national attention in Kentucky when he ran in 2019 for secretary of state and unsuccessfully sought to appear on the ballot with "Trump!" as part of his name. He lost the race.
Nett worked as a Purcellville police officer until a year ago when the town's then-interim chief fired him over several alleged infractions, including conducting council business while on duty and misusing sick time.
Nett, who has denied the charges, was on the council at the time and led a push to disband Purcellville's police department, an effort that was eventually dropped after a public outcry.
A grand jury in July indicted Nett and then-Town Manager Kwasi Fraser on charges they sought to steer a $12,000 contract to a consultant assessing the police department. Both men have pleaded not guilty and are awaiting trial.
The recall trial resulted from more than 1,100 Purcellville residents signing petitions to remove Nett and three other members of "Team Mayberry" -- Mayor Christopher Bertaut, and council members Carol Luke and Susan Khalil. The cases against Bertaut, Luke and Khalil have not yet gone to trial.
Eric Olsen, the special prosecutor assigned to Nett's recall case, accused the vice mayor of financial impropriety, failing to follow town policies, and of violating state conflict-of-interest policies stemming from his dual roles as a police officer and council member.
A seven-member Loudoun County jury on Monday found Nett guilty of conflict of interest but not of malfeasance. The jury ruled that Nett could retain his council seat.
Brian Morgan, the Purcellville resident who organized the recall campaign, described himself as "extremely disappointed in the jury's decision."
"It is difficult to understand how an elected official can be fund guilty of any of the charges brought by the prosecutor yet still be allowed to remain in office," he said.
No member of the public spoke in defense of Nett at the council's meeting Tuesday.
Instead, a number of residents spoke of an unending political drama casting a pall over their town, and warned Nett and his allies that voters can register their discontent in November. Nett's term doesn't expire until 2028, though the mayor and Luke are to complete theirs at the end of this year. Neither has filed paperwork to seek reelection.
"It looks like you're trying to destroy the town of Purcellville," Joan Lehr, a resident and former council member, told the lawmakers. "You're not going to make it. The people of this town do not want this town destroyed."
Some audience members were irked to find new regulations printed at the top of the council's meeting agenda ordering "no talking, eating, laughing, or clapping."
Residents have been known to bring popcorn to snack on during the meetings.
At one point at Tuesday's session, during a recess, someone from the audience placed on the speaker's rostrum a sign that read, "You can take our popcorn ... This is still a circus."
A clerk soon removed the sign, and the meeting resumed.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Mostly sunny and pleasant today ahead of a weekend cooldown
Another cold front arrives late Friday with a few showers and a new shot of seasonably chilly air. 

An empty reflecting pool in front of the Lincoln Memorial. (John Sonderman/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-04-30
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Clouds may linger into early morning, but it'll end up mostly sunny for much of the day. Highs reach for the mid- and upper 60s, although a gusty wind makes it feel cooler.
What's next? More 60s on Friday. Chillier this weekend, with daytime temperatures struggling to get out of the 50s. Warming up a bit into next week.
Today's daily digit -- 8/10: On the cool side of normal but still quite decent. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Clouds are most numerous early. Much of the day is mostly sunny. Winds out of the northwest gust up to around 25 mph. Mid- to upper 60s for highs. Confidence: Medium-High ? Nice Day!
Tonight: Winds of the day diminish after sunset. Mainly clear through the night. Near 40 to mid-40s for lows. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunny skies in the morning see increased cloudiness with time. A shower is possible by late afternoon. Temperatures should mostly reach the mid-60s before any rain. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Cloudier with scattered showers during the evening as another cold front passes. Low and mid-40s again for low temperatures most spots. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
Highs are within a few degrees of 60 this weekend. A coastal low should be far enough east to miss the rain, but a few showers are possible Saturday. Sunnier by Sunday. Perhaps also a degree or two milder Sunday compared with Saturday. Confidence: Medium
Back near and above 70 to start the workweek Monday. Temperatures are up a bit each day through midweek, with highs around 80 on Wednesday. Some showers are possible along the way. Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2014, a calendar-day record 2.70 inches of rain fell. It marked the third straight day with measurable rain, resulting in a storm total of 4.02 inches. Across the broader region, 3 to 7 inches fell in that three-day span, with the highest totals west of Interstate 95.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 73
	Average low: 53
	Record high: 92 (1942)
	Record low: 34 (1874)
	Record rainfall: 2.70 inches (2014)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Showers and storms through evening, then a chilly weather pattern takes hold
A few storms this evening could be strong with heavy rain and gusty winds.

Rain falling at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on April 5. (Jeanne Stuart McVey/Flickr) 


By Jason Samenow | 2026-04-29
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Numerous to scattered showers through evening. The heaviest showers and possibility of a storm through about 1o p.m. to midnight. Lows within a few degrees of 50 most spots.
What's next? Cooler than normal weather through the weekend, with highs mostly in the 60s and maybe only 50s Saturday. Some 30s are possible at night, especially in colder areas.

(National Weather Service) 


Showers and storms are expected this evening with the possibility of downpours, lightning and gusty winds, mainly between about 5 and 11 p.m. The primary question is whether any storms will become severe.
The National Weather Service's Storm Prediction Center has placed the area in a Level 1 out of 5 risk for severe storms. The front coming through is a strong one. But the limiting factor for storms is fuel because little sunshine is expected today to heat up the atmosphere.
If we manage a bit of sunshine and temperatures warm to near 70, there is ample wind shear -- or turning of winds with altitude -- to help storms rotate. In this scenario, an isolated tornado could form as showers and storms move through. But clouds may well dominate with cooler high temperatures.
"Most people will not experience severe storms, just heavy showers and thunder," said Jeff Halverson, Capital Weather Gang's severe weather expert.
Rainfall amounts will vary widely but should average between 0.5 and 0.75 inches.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Showers and thunderstorms are likely this evening, and a few could include heavy rain and gusty winds. Total rainfall should mainly range from 0.5 to 0.75 inches. Most rain exits by midnight and is followed by clearing skies. Lows range the upper 40s to low 50s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Mostly sunny and breezy. While on the cool side for the time of year, not a bad day, with highs 60 to 65. Winds are from the northwest at 10 to 15 mph, with gusts up to 25 mph. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clear skies, diminishing winds and cold. Lows range from the mid- to upper 30s in our colder spots to the mid-40s or so downtown. It's probably not quite cold enough for frost and freeze concerns, but close. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Friday brings partly sunny skies but a few showers are possible in the afternoon and evening as a weak disturbance passes by. Highs range from 60 to 65. After any evening showers, clouds decrease at night, with lows from 40 to 45. Confidence: Medium-High
The weekend is much cooler than normal. On Saturday, highs may only reach 55 to 60 under partly cloudy skies. We're still watching the possibility of a storm system passing to the south, but it probably won't come far enough north to bring us rainfall. Saturday night is then cold, with lows in the upper 30s to mid-40s. By Sunday, skies are sunny, with highs from 60 to 65. Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2017, the maximum temperature of 91 and minimum of 70 were both calendar-day record highs. The 70-degree low was also the highest minimum temperature ever recorded in April. That hot day helped cap the warmest April on record in D.C.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 73
	Average low: 53
	Record high: 91 (2017)
	Record low: 30 (1874)
	Record rainfall: 2.05 inches (1880)

Ian Livingston contributed to this report. 
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The District
A D.C. mayoral hopeful's close ties to unions are drawing new scrutiny
A complaint alleges Janeese Lewis George's campaign is improperly sharing staff with unions tied to an independent expenditure committee backing her. The campaign denies it.

D.C. mayoral candidate Janeese Lewis George (D) speaks during a candidate forum March 14 in Southeast Washington. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright, Paul Schwartzman | 2026-04-29
D.C. mayoral candidate Janeese Lewis George's close ties to labor unions are the focus of a campaign finance investigation of allegations that her team is improperly coordinating with the unions and another organization that is supporting her.
The city's Office of Campaign Finance, which monitors candidates' spending, initiated the inquiry after receiving a complaint alleging that Lewis George's team is potentially violating laws that bar candidates from working with independent expenditure committees.
Kevin Sobkoviak, who was part of an unsuccessful effort to recall another D.C. lawmaker two years ago, alleged that Lewis George's campaign is improperly sharing several employees -- including two top aides -- with unions also linked to an independent expenditure committee backing her.
"I think DC residents want to know who isn't honest or ethical before votes are counted," Sobkoviak wrote in an email explaining why he filed the complaint.
Campaign finance experts say that to prove wrongdoing, investigators must find evidence that Lewis George's campaign aides directed or suggested activity that the independent expenditure committee undertook.
The campaign denied that any improper coordination occurred.
"This is a baseless complaint to get reporters to write 'under investigation' headlines and will be found meritless," Zach Teutsch, a senior campaign adviser, wrote in an emailed statement.
The Office of Campaign Finance has up to 90 days to complete the investigation, said agency spokesperson Kamill Key-Hinton. The agency commences investigations after the director finds reasonable cause for the complaint, Key-Hinton said.
The investigation, first reported by journalist Tom Sherwood, is occurring less than two months before the June 16 Democratic primary. Lewis George, a D.C. Council member representing Ward 4, and former council member Kenyan R. McDuffie are the leading candidates in the race to succeed Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who is not seeking a fourth term.
Lewis George and McDuffie are heading into the final six weeks with about $1 million each, according to their latest spending reports. The candidates are backed by outside groups representing different bases of support, with McDuffie picking up support from the city's business community while organized labor is consolidating behind Lewis George.
The race's intensity was evident after the Office of Campaign Finance initiated its investigation.
Almost immediately, Lewis George's supporters revived complaints relating to McDuffie's runs for office in 2022 -- including campaign finance violations for which he was ordered to pay a $2,000 fine and a complaint about his switch from the attorney general's race to one for the D.C. Council. The city's elections board said McDuffie was allowed to switch races. The McDuffie campaign said the fine was issued after its then-treasurer moved and did not see communications from the OCF but was paid this year once officials became aware of it.
McDuffie's campaign manager, Shelli Jackson, on Tuesday called the allegations against Lewis George "serious" and dismissed as desperate her supporters' attempts to turn attention back on him.
Sobkoviak, who filed a six-page complaint, notes that Lewis George campaign staffers -- including campaign manager Adam Yalowitz and spokesperson Amanda Michelle Gomez -- are employed by the D.C.-area chapter of the Unite Here hospitality workers union.
In response to an inquiry from The Washington Post, the Lewis George campaign confirmed that four staffers -- three from Unite Here Local 25 and one from a separate service workers union -- are working for the campaign while on leave from their union jobs, and it provided their names. They include Yalowitz and Gomez.
Lewis George's campaign finance disclosures show that the campaign has reimbursed the unions to cover staff salaries.
Sobkoviak further claims that a web of improper connections exists between the campaign, the unions and an independent expenditure committee. Both unions have ties to a labor-funded independent expenditure committee called Safe and Affordable DC, which has been backing Lewis George in the race.
The fundraising arm of SEIU 32BJ gave $100,000 to Safe and Affordable DC, according to the group's March campaign finance report. Workers Vote, an independent expenditure PAC associated with the national Unite Here union, also contributed $100,000 to the independent expenditure committee.
According to Sobkoviak's complaint, the Unite Here Local 25 chapter also shares an address with Safe and Affordable DC, along with one staff member -- communications staffer Benjy Cannon.
"What we do know with certainty is that [Janeese Lewis George] campaign officials work for Local 25, that Local 25 houses an independent expenditure committee supporting Janeese Lewis George, that there are indications of potential prohibited coordination, and that the public is unaware of these connections despite its lawful right to know," Sobkoviak wrote in the complaint.
Teutsch, the Lewis George campaign adviser, said campaign staff "never" coordinate with independent expenditure committees.
"The campaign is careful to follow the legal advice we receive from our lawyers, including on this issue," Teutsch wrote in an email Tuesday.
SEIU 32BJ spokeswoman Julie Karant said the union has and will fully comply with the law. Safe and Affordable DC also said the complaint has no merit. A spokesperson for the national Unite Here union did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday morning.
To prove a campaign finance violation, investigators would have to show that agents of Lewis George's campaign were "directing, requesting, or suggesting the supportive actions of the PAC," said Scott Thomas, a partner at Blank Rome who specializes in campaign finance law.
"It might turn out that the entities involved had 'walling off' procedures in place to prevent any improper direction/request/suggestion activity," Thomas said in an email. "Bottom line, there are many facts that would need to be evaluated to come to a proper legal conclusion."
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Tech
Musk fights in court to portray himself as hero, not villain, in founding of OpenAI
The Tesla CEO showed frustration in court when OpenAI's lawyer suggested that Musk had sought to take control of OpenAI and hired away a key employee.

Billionaire Elon Musk heads to court Wednesday in his lawsuit involving OpenAI in Oakland, California. (Manuel Orbegozo/Reuters)


By Gerrit De Vynck | 2026-04-29
OAKLAND, Calif. -- Tesla chief executive Elon Musk sparred in federal court for hours Wednesday with a lawyer representing ChatGPT-maker OpenAI, in a verbal tussle over whether the billionaire played the role of hero or villain in the founding of the artificial intelligence company he is now suing along with its top executives.
In Musk's telling when he took the stand Tuesday, he was the driving force behind OpenAI's 2015 founding and early success, providing initial funding and using his business clout to secure key technology and employees. But as OpenAI's lead attorney in court Bill Savitt cross-examined Musk on Wednesday, he argued that Musk reneged on providing most of the money he had committed, poached a top researcher for Tesla and abandoned OpenAI after his co-founders refused an unreasonable demand to give him full control of the company.
The clashing views of Musk's actions at OpenAI are central to the case, which Musk brought against his fellow OpenAI co-founders Sam Altman, the company's CEO, and Greg Brockman, its president, alleging they illegally turned the nonprofit organization into a for-profit firm for their own enrichment. Musk is demanding that Brockman and Altman be fired and that the company be restored as a nonprofit, which would upend OpenAI's plans to go public later this year.
OpenAI has said Musk is trying to harm a competitor to his own AI venture, xAI. Musk initially filed his lawsuit in 2024, and two years of legal wrangling have already surfaced hundreds of legal documents filled with texts and emails between Musk, Altman and other tech titans.
Altman and Brockman have been present in court, but Musk has dominated the three days of court action, even during jury selection on Monday. Prospective jurors were asked whether they could put aside any opinions they held on Musk's politics if they were selected.
During opening arguments on Tuesday, Musk's lawyer talked up the billionaire's accomplishments in building his electric-car and space companies, and called him as the first witness to testify. OpenAI's lawyer began cross-examining Musk late on Tuesday, and he has sat for nearly seven hours of testimony over two days. Musk is expected to speak more on Thursday.
Throughout Wednesday, Savitt walked Musk through dozens of emails, text messages and legal documents included in court filings, trying to undermine the entrepreneur's contention that he opposed OpenAI becoming a for-profit company. Savitt took a prosecutorial tone, asking questions designed to elicit "yes" or "no" answers. Musk responded to many of them with longer explanations that at times showed his frustration.
"Your questions are not simple, they are designed to trick me," Musk told Savitt at one point. After a tense back-and-forth later on, Musk asked, "Can I answer this question without you interrupting?"
"I don't know," Savitt shot back.
OpenAI's co-founders created the company in 2015 with promises to develop AI that benefits all of humanity. Musk has alleged that Altman and Brockman abandoned those founding principles, positioning himself as concerned about the potential dangers of AI. In court on Wednesday, Savitt tried to undermine that narrative by bringing up Musk's close relationship with President Donald Trump, who has vocally spoken out against AI regulation and moved to prevent states from restricting the technology.
Musk said he had brought up AI safety with Trump, but his own lawyer objected before the entrepreneur could continue. Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California agreed to discuss the matter with the opposing legal teams without the jury present.
Musk's lawyer objected again after Savitt pressed on by asking Musk about his AI company xAI, whose Grok chatbot has been found to generate violent and sexualized images.
Savitt then asked Musk about OpenAI's "safety cards" -- a reference to documents commonly termed "model cards" or "system cards" in the tech industry that are released by AI companies to describe potential risks from their technology. Musk was confused, and then said he did not know what a safety card was. Musk's own company xAI releases such cards for Grok.
After the jury left the room, Savitt argued that he should be allowed to question the safety record of Musk's own AI company because Musk is framing himself as an AI safety champion. The judge agreed, shutting down complaints from Musk's lawyer by saying, "You do not get to have grandiose proclamations on safety without some measure of cross examination."
Savitt for OpenAI introduced new documents in court on Wednesday that revealed previously unknown details about the company's early years.
In 2017, Musk invited OpenAI's executive team to discuss the company's future at a party he was holding at what he described as a "haunted mansion" that he owned, according to one document. "We can probably meet at the haunted mansion I just bought near SF," Musk wrote, apparently referring to San Francisco. "It's kinda crazy and weird and will have party carnage, but it might make for a good backdrop."
When Savitt asked whether Musk used the meeting at the party to talk about turning OpenAI into a for-profit company, Musk said he didn't remember. But the billionaire confirmed that in the weeks after the haunted mansion party, he discussed the transition with other OpenAI leaders. Musk said in previous testimony that conversations he joined about forming a for-profit arm inside OpenAI had simply been "brainstorming."
OpenAI's lawyer also contended that in 2017 Musk actively hired away the AI company's No. 2 researcher, Andrej Karpathy, to work for Tesla. "The OpenAI guys are going to want to kill me but it had to be done," Musk wrote in an email from the time that was shown in court.
Musk pushed back from the witness stand, saying multiple times that Karpathy was planning to leave OpenAI before Tesla hired him. Karpathy did not return a request for comment.
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Visual Forensics
Video shows moment Secret Service officer fired at correspondents' dinner suspect
Surveillance footage reviewed by The Post provides the clearest picture yet of the seconds after the alleged gunman bolted through a checkpoint inside the hotel.

(Obtained by The Washington Post)


By Jonathan O'Connell, Sarah Blaskey, Joyce Lee, Samuel Oakford, Alex Horton | 2026-04-29
Surveillance footage reviewed by The Washington Post shows that Cole Tomas Allen appeared to raise his shotgun in the direction of a Secret Service officer who then fired the only shots that are clearly visible in the video from a security checkpoint outside Saturday's White House correspondents' dinner.
The video, a much higher resolution version of the security camera footage President Donald Trump posted to social media that night, does not capture every gunshot that authorities say was fired. But it provides the clearest picture yet of the four seconds between when Allen burst out of a doorway in full sprint and when he exited the frame, falling to the ground at the top of a staircase leading to the ballroom at the Washington Hilton where Trump sat near Vice President JD Vance and multiple members of his Cabinet.
The footage shows the officer drew his weapon within two seconds of Allen's arrival. The officer is seen firing four times at Allen -- and three of those shots appeared to be in the general direction of other security personnel as Allen ran past them.
There is no indication in the footage reviewed by The Post that Allen fired his weapon, though authorities have charged him with discharging a firearm during a crime of violence. The footage shows no obvious flash from the muzzle of the shotgun before the suspect runs out of the frame.
Authorities have said in charging documents that officers heard "a loud gunshot" as Allen ran through the security checkpoint holding a long gun. The documents say the officer was shot a single time in his protective vest, and that same officer "drew his service weapon and fired multiple times" at Allen. The officer, whose name has not been made public, was treated for unspecified injuries and has been released.
Allen, 31, sprinted roughly 60 feet through the corridor. He was not struck by gunfire, authorities have said.
The Secret Service did not answer questions from The Post about the lack of a visible muzzle flash from the shotgun or about the officer firing in close proximity to other security personnel. The agency said its security measures are "rigorously tested" and "were critical in mitigating the threat and preventing significant harm." It referred The Post to the D.C. U.S. attorney's office, which did not immediately respond to requests for comment late Tuesday.
Allen, of Torrance, California, was also charged with attempting to assassinate the president and transporting firearms across state lines.
Acting attorney general Todd Blanche said Monday that a used shell was found inside the shotgun and that investigators were confident he had fired. Explaining his hesitancy to definitively address the source of the round that is said to have struck the Secret Service officer, Blanche added: "We want to get that right. We're still looking at that." Blanche's caution was a shift from his remarks a day earlier, when he said on ABC that officials preliminarily believed the suspected gunman had shot the officer.
In a Wednesday court filing, prosecutors appeared to back away from their initial claim that the officer had been shot, saying only that the officer "observed the defendant fire the shotgun in the direction of the stairs leading down to the ballroom."
In addition to reviewing the footage, The Post obtained screenshots of key moments for publication.

A screenshot taken from a security camera video shows the moment the suspected gunman ran through the magnetometers on the terrace floor of the Washington Hilton Hotel. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


Just after 8:30 p.m., as waiters cleared salad plates in the ballroom, Allen emerged from a side door on the floor above and ran toward the security checkpoint, his shotgun pointed at the ground, the video reviewed by The Post shows. At least nine security personnel are visible. Two are disassembling a magnetometer, which is flat on the ground, while others lean against a wall. Most seem not to notice Allen's approach. Only one, a Secret Service officer, appears to react as Allen nears the checkpoint.
The officer reaches for his gun as Allen approaches a still-standing magnetometer. They raise their weapons nearly simultaneously, but the footage only makes clear that the officer fires. The officer does not visibly react then -- or at any point in the footage -- in an obvious manner that indicates he has been shot.
In the footage, four muzzle flashes can be seen from the officer's handgun before he moves offscreen.

Images obtained by The Washington Post show at least four muzzle flashes from an officer's weapon captured in security camera video. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


The officer's first three shots at Allen are fired in the general direction of other security personnel, including three Transportation Security Administration agents. The TSA declined to comment for this story and referred questions to federal investigators.
As the officer fires the fourth shot, the alleged gunman moves out of view of the camera.
The agents from the TSA, which often deploys unarmed personnel and equipment to events with special security requirements, appear to flinch and then run for cover. A security officer spins around and draws his handgun. The two others who had been dismantling the metal detector draw their guns as well, though there is no indication in the footage that any of the three fire.
Live streams from inside the ballroom captured the sound of six shots, according to Rob Maher, an audio forensics expert at Montana State University, who reviewed the recordings at The Post's request. All the gunshots take place within 1.4 seconds, he said. The surveillance video reviewed by The Post does not include audio.
Allen fell to the ground and suffered minor injuries but was not shot, according to charging documents. He was arrested.

The suspected gunman runs out of view of the security camera as he nears the top of stairs leading to the ballroom. (Obtained by The Washington Post) (Obtained by The Washington Post)


An MS NOW reporter visiting the site after the shooting posted a video on social media showing holes in the wall near where Allen had fallen. The holes appear to match the general trajectory of the last shot the officer fired before stepping out of sight in the surveillance video.
The holes are more consistent with handgun rounds than impacts from a shotgun, said Rick Vasquez, a firearms consultant and former chief of the firearms technology branch at the agency then named the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, who reviewed the public security surveillance video and other imagery.
At a news conference on Monday, Blanche was asked how many shots were fired. He said a team was collecting evidence at the hotel but that such determinations are not "an exact science." For example, he said, buckshot from a shotgun -- a type of ammunition Allen allegedly said he planned to use -- "scatters everywhere, and sometimes it just disappears, actually, depending on where it hits."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/04/29/white-house-correspondents-dinner-video-new/
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Europe
U.K. investigates attacks on Jewish targets for possible links to Iran
Prime Minister Keir Starmer condemned the attacks after two men were stabbed in a predominantly Jewish neighborhood of north London.

Local security cordons off an area in the Golders Green neighborhood of north London on Wednesday. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images)


By Greg Miller | 2026-04-30
LONDON -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said Wednesday that the country was facing a "deeply concerning" wave of violence against Jewish residents after a stabbing in north London, which followed more than a dozen attacks that are being investigated over possible links to Iran.
Starmer's comments in the House of Commons came as U.K. Metropolitan Police arrested a 45-year-old man suspected of stabbing two people Wednesday in Golders Green, a predominantly Jewish neighborhood where ambulances were set ablaze last month in an arson attack.
The suspect, who was taken into custody after being Tasered, is a British national who was born in Somalia, the Metropolitan Police said in a statement. Two men were treated at the scene for stab wounds.
A graphic video reposted by many on social media, including Israel's Foreign Ministry, showed a man wearing a dark coat and backpack lunging for the throat of a pedestrian standing near a bus stop. The assailant and victim struggle before falling out of view, in footage apparently captured by a security camera.
The stabbing, which took place near midday on bustling suburban street, added to an outbreak of suspected antisemitic violence that has rattled European authorities and, in recent days, triggered diplomatic confrontations.
Iran's ambassador was summoned to the U.K. Foreign Ministry on Tuesday over alleged incendiary social media posts, including a call for Iranian nationals abroad to be "ready to sacrifice our lives" to defend the Islamic Republic. Iran denied that it was seeking to incite violence.
Following the attack, the Israeli government lashed out at Starmer. "The UK government can no longer claim this is under control," the Israeli Foreign Ministry said in a statement. "Starmer's statements are no substitute for confronting the roots of antisemitism festering across [the] United Kingdom."
More broadly, the flurry of attacks has raised fears that Iran is ramping up its use of sleeper cells and proxies recruited online -- including minors offered cash for acts of sabotage -- to wage a campaign of retaliation against countries seen as supporting the U.S.-Israeli war launched in late February.
Many of the attacks have been claimed by a shadowy entity that surfaced online last month and calls itself the Islamic Movement of the Companions of the Right. British authorities and their counterparts in Europe are investigating the organization, whose online imagery and postings suggest possible ties to Iran's security services or proxy militias.
Starmer's government has taken pains to distance itself from the Iran war, at first refusing to allow U.S. military aircraft to use British air bases for bombing runs, a stance that was subsequently softened to allow "defensive" strikes aimed at blunting Iran's ability to attack British bases in the region or its Middle East allies.
Even so, Britain has confronted a surge in violence since the war's start that is unmatched in the United States or elsewhere in Europe.
Cases include a predawn arson attack March 23 that scorched ambulances in Golders Green operated by Hatzola, an emergency services company that serves the area's Jewish population; attacks on April 15 in which incendiary devices were hurled at a synagogue and an Iranian broadcasting network; and an April 17 attempt by suspects wearing hazardous material suits to fly a drone carrying supposedly lethal materials into the Israeli embassy compound in Kensington.
At least 27 suspects have been arrested in these and other cases by U.K. authorities, said a British security official, who like others interviewed for this report spoke on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive details. The cases are being handled by the Met's Counter Terrorism Policing department and also involve the Iran unit of Britain's MI5 domestic intelligence service.
No definitive links to Tehran have been established so far, British officials said. But "all good logic would point to Iran being behind this," one official said.
If so, the attacks of the past two months would extend a period in which has Iran has emerged as the most persistent domestic threat in Britain. During an October speech outlining security issues, Ken McCallum, the director of MI5, said the agency had "tracked more than 20 potentially lethal Iran-backed plots" in a 12-month period.
In waging this campaign, Iran has adopted a playbook increasingly employed by Russia and other authoritarian regimes that involves the use of criminal syndicates and teens recruited online to carry out attacks that are difficult to trace and shield Iran's own intelligence operatives -- who face intense scrutiny in the West -- from accountability, according to officials and experts.
In 2024, Iran or its proxies hired Romanian nationals to fly to London and stab a prominent Iranian journalist before fleeing the country, British prosecutors allege. Iran has employed similar tactics in the United States, including seeking to hire members of the Hells Angel's biker gang to carry out contract killings.
Starmer appeared to acknowledge Wednesday that the danger is accelerating, citing his government's "determination to deal with any of these offenses, the likes of which we've seen too much recently."
Other British officials also condemned the violence.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan confirmed that an arrest had been made in what he described in a post on X as an "appalling attack on two Jewish Londoners in Golders Green." Sarah Sackman, the Labour lawmaker for Finchley and Golders Green, thanked those who apprehended the suspect. "The attacks on British Jews are an attack on Britain itself," she said in a post on X. "It is unconscionable that Jews are being targeted in this way."
Shomrim, a volunteer Jewish security service that conducts patrols in Golders Green, said in a post online that its members had helped apprehend the suspect before police arrived to detain him. The organization said the suspect "was seen running along Golders Green Road armed with a knife and attempting to stab Jewish members of the public."
Police said they were investigating reports that the suspect was armed with a knife in an altercation earlier in the day in southeast London that injured another person. Met Police Commissioner Mark Rowley said the man has a "history of serious violence and mental health issues and the investigation is ongoing."  
It was not clear whether the suspect had any ties to Iran or the online organization that has claimed responsibility for other attacks in Britain and Europe. The organization, which is also known as HAYI for its Arabic acronym, first surfaced March 9, appearing on a Telegram channel associated with an Iraqi militia to declare "the start of its military operations against U.S. and Israeli interests around the world."
Two days later it claimed responsibility for an attack in which an explosive was detonated in front of a synagogue in Belgium. Following attacks included the attempted firebombing of a synagogue in Rotterdam and a Jewish school in Amsterdam. Dutch authorities arrested five suspects in the Rotterdam attack whose ages ranged from 17 to 19.
The organization has at times made posts that contain errors or are intentionally misleading, British officials said. The group claimed responsibility for an attack in Greece, for example, but authorities can find no indication that such an attack occurred.
Other operations have seemed amateurish. Those who carried out the attempted drone attack on the Israeli embassy filmed the operation and posted video online that appeared to show their rigged aircraft crashing into a tree. They claimed the device was carrying lethal or radioactive material, but British officials said they found no evidence of a harmful payload.
Aspects of the HAYI's profile suggest that it is linked to Iran or its proxies, according to officials and experts. The group's logo, with a raised right fist clutching a rifle, resembles that of Hezbollah and other Iran-backed groups, though with a Soviet sniper weapon instead of an AK-47.
The timing of some of its social media posts also indicate advanced involvement in, or at least awareness of, attacks it claims to sponsor. The synagogue attack in Rotterdam took place at about 3:40 a.m. and a HAYI video claiming responsibility was posted less than 40 minutes later.
An assessment of the group by the International Center for Counter-Terrorism in the Netherlands said that these and other "patterns raise the question whether HAYI is a genuine terrorist group or merely serves as a facade for Iranian hybrid operations."
Victoria Craw in London contributed to this report.
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Europe
Russia scales back Victory Day plans as Ukraine's military reach expands
Moscow is reducing the footprint of its foremost annual military parade amid a wave of Ukrainian drone attacks inside Russia.

Russian security personnel patrol Wednesday near Red Square in Moscow, ahead of the upcoming Victory Day parade. (Ramil Sitdikov/Reuters)


By Mary Ilyushina | 2026-04-30
Russia's Victory Day, its foremost national holiday, in commemoration of its defeat of Nazi Germany at unthinkable cost, also serves as a showcase of its military might. Last year, as the year before, tanks and missiles, including nuclear-capable weapons, rolled through Red Square. In 2024, Moscow staged an exhibition of captured war trophies: military hardware taken in Ukraine.
This year is set to look different. Russia is scaling back its upcoming Victory Day parade, to be held without a spectacle of armaments for the first time in nearly 20 years, amid fears of long-range Ukrainian strikes.
The May 9 event will proceed in a reduced format, with a smaller number of participants -- several military schools and cadet corps are not to take part "due to the current operational situation," the Russian Defense Ministry said in a statement posted to Telegram on Tuesday. An aerial display is still planned, with Su-25 jets expected to "color the skies of Moscow" with the Russian flag.
The parade and the broader symbolism of the Soviet toll in World War II have long formed the backbone of the ultraconservative, militaristic identity President Vladimir Putin has worked to forge over his more than quarter-century in power.
Since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine began in 2022, the event has taken on new purpose, with Putin and other officials using it to justify the war and stoke fervor by claiming that Russian soldiers are repeating the deeds of their ancestors in "denazifying Ukraine" -- one of the stated goals used in Kremlin rhetoric to explain its ongoing pursuit of a war now entering its fifth year, already longer than Russia's own account of Soviet participation in World War II.
The parades have been scaled back since 2022 to a varying degree, but last year's event, which marked the 80th anniversary of Victory Day, saw about two-dozen world leaders, including Chinese President Xi Jinping, in attendance, as thousands of troops -- some of whom had fought in Ukraine -- marched alongside tanks and new drones.
The guest list for this year remains unclear, though Kremlin foreign affairs aide Yuri Ushakov confirmed that Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico is expected to attend -- one of the few remaining European leaders sympathetic to Putin, after Hungary's Viktor Orban lost his parliamentary majority this month.
The Kremlin attributed the changes this year to "Ukrainian terrorist activity," though Russian military bloggers and analysts have been more specific, suggesting Moscow fears Ukrainian long-range drone strikes could target hardware during the weeks of outdoor rehearsals that precede the event.
Ukraine's reach inside Russia has expanded dramatically over years of war, as Kyiv has moved from largely reactive cross-border strikes to a sustained campaign targeting infrastructure hundreds of miles from the front powered in large part by a rapidly scaled domestic drone industry.
Russian military expert Ruslan Leviev, speaking to independent Russian-language TV Rain, said the decision probably comes down to the vulnerabilities that hardware creates in the run-up to the parade.
The equipment is usually staged for rehearsals and then for the parade itself on designated grounds outside Moscow -- open areas that would be far easier to hit with drones or missiles. Troops and aircraft, by contrast, are much harder to target precisely: Soldiers will be surrounded by tourists and ordinary residents lining the route, making a pinpoint strike difficult.
The decision may also be shaped by attrition on both sides, Leviev said, with both Russia and Ukraine losing air defense systems at a significant rate, reducing Moscow's ability to counter an already intensifying drone campaign.
Last year, Moscow shut down internet across the capital around the parade, citing security concerns, and similar measures are expected this year. Russia has made some of its most sweeping moves to isolate its domestic internet from global networks in recent months, with several regions experiencing rolling mobile blackouts and the introduction of whitelists that keep only government-approved websites and services accessible, while VPNs and other bypass tools face a renewed crackdown.
The announcement of scaled-down commemorations comes as Russia absorbs a wave of Ukrainian drone attacks on key infrastructure. Tuesday night, a major oil refinery in Tuapse, on the Black Sea coast, was struck for the third time this month, triggering a large fire and forcing the evacuation of nearby residents, a local official said.
Earlier strikes at the same facility caused a large oil spill, prompting a local environmental emergency. Local outlets and residents shared reports of "black rain" falling on the town and a nearby beach resort, leaving an oily residue. The Kremlin, in response, accused Kyiv of worsening global oil shortages and further destabilizing energy markets.
In a call with President Donald Trump on Wednesday evening, Putin discussed Victory Day, floating the possibility of a ceasefire during the celebrations, according to a Kremlin readout.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said his office would contact Washington to clarify the details of Russia's proposal. Kyiv had accused Moscow of violating past unilaterally declared ceasefires, such as during Orthodox Easter.
"We will clarify what exactly this is about - a few hours of security for a parade in Moscow, or something more," Zelensky said on X. "Our proposal is a long-term ceasefire, reliable and guaranteed security for people, and a lasting peace."
In a post earlier Wednesday, Zelensky said Ukraine intends to increase pressure on Russia and extend the range and scale of its strikes into Russian territory, posting footage of what he described as an attack on a target more than 900 miles away.
Zelensky said that Ukraine's security service had reported a successful strike deep inside Russia, calling it "a new stage in the use of Ukrainian weapons to limit the potential of Russia's war."
Natalia Abbakumova contributed to this report.
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Africa
Mali's junta asked Russians to bring order. Militants just stormed in. 
Al-Qaeda-linked fighters killed the defense minister, a top Moscow ally, and forced Russian mercenaries to retreat, highlighting the Mali-Russia partnership's failure.

Smoke rises Sunday in Bamako, Mali. (AFP/Getty Images)


By Rachel Chason | 2026-04-30
After military officers staged a coup in Mali, they ordered French troops to leave the country, ending a nearly decade-long Western-led anti-terrorism operation. Instead, the junta turned to Russia for help quelling a sprawling Islamist insurgency.
But in the four years since Russian mercenaries arrived in the West African nation, the militants have only gained strength.
Over the weekend, a powerful al-Qaeda affiliate launched its most shocking offensive in nearly 15 years, coordinated attacks that killed the defense minister, who had been Russia's chief backer within the government, and forced mercenaries to retreat from several key cities.
The country is now teetering on the edge of collapse, despite assurances in recent days by Malian President Assimi Goita that he is still in control.
"There is a massive power vacuum here," said an official in the capital, Bamako, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation. "No one knows what is going on. It might sound melodramatic, but it's not clear what government we still have here."
Russian President Vladimir Putin has made a priority of the region, aiming to outflank western rivals, including the United States, for power and influence. But the dramatic, public failure of Russian fighters has shown Putin once again unable to deliver for his partners -- a pattern illustrated starkly in Venezuela, where the U.S. military seized President Nicolas Maduro and in Iran, where U.S.-Israeli bombing killed the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
"We are struggling to make sense of this, even those who have studied this for years," said Ibrahim Yahaya Ibrahim, deputy director of the International Crisis Group's Sahel project, adding that the strikes "hit at the heart of Mali's power." "The Russians were their main bet, and they really suffered a major setback."
Beyond the apparent collapse of yet another foreign intervention in Mali, experts said, the recent attacks also raised questions about the country's future, with potentially grave ramifications for the wider Sahel region, which also includes Burkina Faso and Niger.
If the junta in Mali survives, Ibrahim said, the authorities probably will try to "reestablish their image" by escalating the fight, potentially bringing in more Russian fighters. "If the regime doesn't survive," he added, "it could be all hell breaking loose."
In his first public appearance since the attacks, Goita met with the Russian ambassador to Mali, according to a post from his office. Also on Tuesday, a spokesman for the al-Qaeda affiliate behind the attacks declared a "total siege" against Bamako. The U.S. Embassy warned of "possible terrorist movements within Bamako" and urged U.S. citizens to shelter in place.
Mali is a sprawling, landlocked nation that France colonized from 1892 to 1960. The country, known for its rich musical history and as a center of Islamic learning, was rocked in 2012 by an uprising of Islamist militants and ethnic separatists that included the takeover of much of the north, including the storied city of Timbuktu.
At the request of Mali's then-government, a French-led military operation quashed the insurgency and restored a measure of order. That initial mission was followed by a second, Operation Barkhane, which eliminated prominent militant leaders but ultimately failed to stop the spread of various armed groups.
Anger at France -- fueled by its neocolonial missteps and by Russian disinformation -- boiled over the years, helping propel coups in Mali -- in 2020 and in 2021 -- and in neighboring Burkina Faso and Niger. French President Emmanuel Macron effectively conceded defeat and withdrew his forces.
The insurgency, meanwhile, kept growing, driven largely by two groups, the al-Qaeda-linked Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin, or JNIM, and the Islamic State Sahel Province. By 2022, the Sahel region had become the world's global epicenter for terrorism.
Other efforts to stem the violence, including a United Nations peacekeeping mission and various U.S. counterterrorism missions, also failed.
"There is a lot of blame to go around," said Andrew Lebovich, a research fellow who focuses on Mali at the Clingendael Institute, a Netherlands-based think tank. "Everyone has their share of responsibility, including Mali's government."

Malian Defense Minister Sadio Camara, who was killed in the latest attacks, attends a 2024 meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. (Fanny Noaro-Kabre/AFP/Getty Images)


After seizing power from Mali's democratically elected president in 2021, Goita -- who had received training from U.S. Special Forces -- and his top lieutenants turned to Russia for help. The defense minister, Sadio Camara, who was killed at his home in Kati on Saturday, made several trips to Russia in 2021, according to the U.S. Treasury Department, and orchestrated Mali's agreement with Russia's Wagner mercenary group.
Wagner's leader, Yevgeniy Prigozhin, died in a suspicious plane disaster in 2023 after openly challenging Putin and the Russian Defense Ministry over disagreements about the war in Ukraine. In Mali, Wagner fighters were reorganized and renamed the Africa Corps under control of the Defense Ministry in Moscow. Some 1,500 of its fighters helped Mali's military make gains against militants, including taking back the northern city of Kidal from Tuareg separatists in 2023.
Still, violence increased overall -- and experts said that abuses by Mali's miliary and the Russians were a main driver.
"They didn't have the same standards nor were they constrained by the same rules of engagement, and they still couldn't get the job done," J. Peter Pham, a special envoy for the Sahel in the first Trump administration, said of the Russians.
Referring to Camara, who was killed after suicide bombers hit his house, Pham said: "The biggest partner they had, they could not protect."
Pham argued that it was in the U.S. interest for the Trump administration to get more involved.

Vehicles move through a group of armed men on motorbikes in Kati, Mali, in a screenshot obtained from a social media video that was posted Saturday. (Reuters)


During the Biden administration, the U.S. reduced security support for Sahel countries after their governments were overthrown, at times arguing that the new military leaders did not respect democratic norms or human rights and at other times at the request of the regimes themselves.
The Trump administration intermittently tried to rebuild those relationships, including recently lifting sanctions on Camara and increasing intelligence-sharing by the CIA with the Malian junta.
But as President Donald Trump increasingly focused on the Middle East and Latin America, relatively little attention was paid in recent months to the Sahel. "Having Mali or, even worse, the whole Sahel collapse into one huge Afghanistan is in no one's interest," Pham said. "We need to act."
Corinne Dufka, an independent expert on the Sahel, said the U.S. must think carefully about any intervention, given the "complicated ethnic and political landscape."
"There are so many moving parts, but what is clear is that there is apparently no military solution to this," Dufka said.
On the day it mattered most, in the city they had so proudly and publicly seized back from the rebels in 2023, the Russians seemed to be easily overpowered.
Kidal, a city of about 20,000 in northern Mali, has long been a stronghold for Tuareg separatists who feel marginalized by the government and insist they should have their own nation, Azawad. On Saturday, a Tuareg-dominated rebel alliance that declared a partnership with JNIM, mounted a day-long siege against Kidal, hitting the Russians with remote-controlled drones, according to videos they released.
Africa Corps negotiated a surrender, experts said, and social media videos showed Russian trucks and tanks filing out of the city, sometimes towing artillery and rockets.
Soon, Africa Corps was retreating from other cities. In Tessalit, about 125 miles north of Kidal, where Africa Corps had been based, militants posed with a helicopter abandoned by the Malian army and the Russians. In Intahaka, a major gold mining hub in the southeastern Gao region, video showed Malian officers peacefully surrendering to the the Azawad Liberation Front, or FLA.
Africa Corps acknowledged the withdrawal from Kidal, saying it was "a joint decision by the leadership  of the Republic of Mali," and that wounded servicemen and heavy equipment were evacuated first.
As they lost control in the other cities, Africa Corps blamed the West, condemning anyone who supported "terrorists and their French masters" as "pathetic nobodies."
The next steps by Africa Corps remain uncertain. "If the Russians pull out, then that is a huge problem for the Malian government," Lebovich, of the Clingendael Institute, said. "There isn't really another option that would be likely to replace Russia's force in the short term."
In Bamako on Tuesday, there was a sense of a turning point.
A 47-year-old shopkeeper, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation, said he had hoped the Russians would bring long-promised peace. Now, he wonders whether the French would have been better.
"It's been a total failure," the shopkeeper said of Russia. "While the French were present, we never even saw an attack in Segou, let alone Bamako, even though they were insulted with every name under the sun."
A 33-year-old butcher who previously supported the Russian partnership, said he felt that everything the government had promised "was all a lie, to the point that terrorists came all the way to Bamako."
"I am so discouraged," the butcher said. "Today, we are all afraid because there are no more men who can guarantee our security."
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Americas
Justice Department indicts Mexican governor on drug charges
The defendants are accused of having partnered with the powerful Sinaloa Cartel to "distribute massive quantities of narcotics" in the United States.

Ruben Rocha Moya, the governor of Sinaloa, speaks in 2024 while leaving the inauguration ceremony of Mexico's new president, Claudia Sheinbaum, in Mexico City. (Carl De Souza/AFP/Getty Images)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2026-04-29
U.S. prosecutors on Wednesday announced charges against a Mexican governor and nine other current and former Mexican government or law enforcement officials, accusing them of conspiring with leaders of the Sinaloa Cartel to import drugs into the United States in exchange for political support.
The indictment in federal court in New York marks the Trump administration's most aggressive push to date to investigate and prosecute Mexican actors -- including government officials -- as part of the president's efforts to crack down on Mexico's huge illegal drug market.
The governor, Ruben Rocha Moya of the Mexican state of Sinaloa, and the other defendants are accused of having partnered with the powerful Sinaloa Cartel to "distribute massive quantities of narcotics" in the U.S., according to a statement from the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York.
U.S. Attorney Jay Clayton, in a statement, said the charges "send a clear message to all officials around the globe who work with narco-traffickers: no matter your title or position, we are committed to bringing you to justice."
"The Sinaloa Cartel is a ruthless criminal organization that has flooded this community with dangerous drugs for decades," Clayton said. "As the indictment lays bare, the Sinaloa Cartel, and other drug trafficking organizations like it, would not operate as freely or successfully without corrupt politicians and law enforcement officials on their payroll."
The Justice Department said all of the defendants are believed to be living in Mexico.
Sinaloa is a state deeply meshed with Mexico's narcotrafficking world, and Rocha Moya has long faced scrutiny over potential connections to the cartel.
That scrutiny only grew after gunmen killed two boys and their father in early 2025, leading to mass protests against the governor's leadership. Sinaloa residents demanded that he step down, accusing him of having ties to the cartel and prioritizing it over his constituents. Rocha Moya, however, has long denied having a connection to the cartel, telling reporters in October 2024 that he is "not a criminal," according to the Wall Street Journal.
On Wednesday, Rocha Moya in a statement once again asserted his innocence, saying he "categorically and absolutely" rejects U.S. prosecutors' charges, arguing that they "lack any truth or foundation."
Rocha Moya, who is a member of Morena, the same party as Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum, said the indictment was an attack against him, as well as against his party's leftist agenda and achievements.
"It is part of a perverse strategy to violate the constitutional order, specifically the national sovereignty advocated by Article 40 of Mexico's Political Constitution, which our movement defends as an invariable and non-negotiable principle," he said.
Sheinbaum's administration, through its Office of Foreign Relations on Wednesday, said that it received an extradition order from the U.S. on Tuesday evening.
In a statement, the office said the U.S. order did not include "evidence" of the charges. It was unclear what steps the administration could take next.
According to the Justice Department's indictment, unsealed Wednesday, the Sinaloa Cartel partnered with corrupt politicians and law enforcement officials, including the 10 defendants in Rocha Moya's case, to carry out drug trafficking operations.
The defendants, the indictment alleges, exposed and subjected victims to threats and violence, and also received massive bribes from the cartel. According to the indictment, the defendants helped the cartel import fentanyl, heroin, cocaine and methamphetamines from Mexico into the U.S. The 10 current and former officials are also being accused of shielding cartel leaders from investigation and prosecution, and of allowing "brutal drug-related violence to be committed by members of the Cartel without consequence."
In exchange, U.S. prosecutors allege, the defendants "collectively received millions of dollars in drug money from the Cartel."
U.S. prosecutors are also accusing the defendants of being closely aligned with a faction of the Sinaloa Cartel run by the "Chapitos" -- the sons of Joaquin Archivaldo Guzman Loera, the notorious drug lord known as "El Chapo" who once led the cartel.
Alongside Rocha Moya, defendants also include Damaso Castro Zaavedra, the deputy attorney general for Sinaloa, and Juan Valenzuela Millan, a high-level commander in the Culiacan Municipal Police. Prosecutors accuse Millan of having participated in the kidnapping of a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration source, which resulted in the person's death, as well as of receiving a monthly payment from the "Chapitos" in exchange for unfettered access to the Culiacan Municipal Police.
DEA Administrator Terrance Cole said in a statement Wednesday that the indictment "exposes a deliberate effort to undermine public institutions and put American lives at risk."
"The defendants allegedly used positions of trust to protect cartel operations, enabling a pipeline of deadly drugs into our country," Cole said. "No one is above the law."
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Economy
Economy picked up in early 2026, but inflation jumped, too 
The U.S. economy grew at a 2 percent pace in the first three months of the year, new government data shows. 

A shopper considers clothing for children on display in a Walmart store in Centennial, Colorado, on Tuesday. (David Zalubowski/AP)


By David J. Lynch | 2026-04-30
The U.S. economy grew at a 2 percent pace in the first three months of the year, as higher investment and a rebound in government spending buoyed business activity while consumers showed signs of fatigue amid rising prices.
Growth accelerated from the previous quarter, which was hurt by the longest government shutdown in history, according to the Commerce Department report on gross domestic product, the sum of goods and services made in the United States. But it fell short of Wall Street analysts' expectations of 2.2 percent growth and is running below the Congressional Budget Office's estimate of the economy's potential to grow without aggravating inflation.
The news on inflation was worrisome, according to a separate government report. Prices in March were 3.5 percent higher than one year ago, according to the Federal Reserve's preferred price gauge, the personal consumption expenditures index. Excluding volatile food and energy costs, the index rose by 3.2 percent up from 3 percent in February.
With prices rising faster than its 2 percent target, the Fed left its benchmark lending rate unchanged Wednesday.
Higher export sales also contributed to the economy's growth. But imports, which are effectively subtracted from the GDP calculation, rose as businesses rushed to stock up on imported goods following the Supreme Court's February ruling invalidating much of President Donald Trump's tariff agenda.
"The underlying trend in GDP growth remains solid," said economist Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute. "Worryingly, today's release also showed clear signs of inflationary pressure."
The impact of the war in Iran, which began on Feb. 28, contributed to that pressure. The prolonged interruption of oil and gas shipments through the Strait of Hormuz drove up the price of gasoline, diesel fuel, natural gas and jet fuel. Regular gasoline now averages  $4.30 per gallon, a four-year high, according to AAA.
Consumers dialed back their spending on goods while continuing to spend on in-person services, such as sporting events or restaurant meals. But a surge in business spending on new equipment, up more than 17 percent from the preceding quarter, and software drove the overall economy.
Much of that spending is linked to the continuing boom in artificial intelligence, which has been a clear bright spot for the economy.
As U.S. technology giants continue spending freely on the giant data centers needed to power AI, prices are rising across the electronics sector, according to Michael Pearce, an economist with Oxford Economics.
The $31 trillion economy continues to power through a series of shocks that have weighed on the production of goods and services. Over the past five years, the pandemic, Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the president's tariff and immigration policies, and the conflict with Iran all have hurt growth and boosted inflation.
Growth in real final sales to private domestic purchasers, which some economists say is a better measure of economic health, rose in the first quarter to 2.5 percent from 1.8 percent one quarter earlier. Fully half of that increase came from computer and software purchases tied to the AI build-out, according to Pantheon Macroeconomics.
Still, some economists said the economy is resting on a narrow base of AI investment and spending by higher-income households.
"Activity is holding up, but increasingly at the cost of higher inflation and rising vulnerabilities," said Gregory Daco, chief economist for EY Parthenon.
The economy entered the year with little forward momentum. Growth slid to just 0.5 percent in the last three months of 2025, hobbled by a 43-day government shutdown. The anemic figure marked a sharp decline from the 4.4 percent pace achieved between July and September last year.
But Trump administration officials forecast a rapid turnaround, with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent predicting a "great year" as the administration's tax cuts and deregulation initiatives take hold.
The merchandise trade deficit grew to $87.9 billion in March, up more than 5 percent from the previous month, the Census Bureau said Wednesday.
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Trump said Iran's oil pipelines will soon 'explode.' Energy experts doubt it.
Despite Trump's warning that oil backing up inside Iran would cause pipelines to "explode from within," analysts say Iran still has plenty of unused storage capacity.

Tankers anchored in the Strait of Hormuz this month off the coast of Qeshm Island, Iran. (Asghar Besharati/AP)


By Evan Halper | 2026-04-30
After weeks of unsuccessfully pressuring Iran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, President Donald Trump spent recent days arguing that its closure had brought Tehran to the brink of an explosive plumbing problem that would force it to the bargaining table.
"If they don't get their oil moving, their whole oil infrastructure is going to explode," Trump told reporters at the White House last Thursday, touting the success of a U.S. blockade on the waterway that ordinarily ferries about 20 percent of the world's oil and natural gas.
He said during a Fox News appearance Sunday that Iranian oil pipelines "both mechanically and in the earth" would "explode from within" if the country did not start exporting through the strait soon. "They say they only have about three days left before that happens. And when it explodes, you can never rebuild it the way it was," Trump said.
Despite the president's predictions of impending disaster, energy industry officials and analysts warn that scenario is unlikely. Iran has weeks or even months before it risks running out of places to store oil, experts told The Washington Post.
Even if the country's storage becomes full, there is disagreement about how much -- if any -- permanent damage would be caused. The skepticism that met Trump's comments suggested Americans tired of paying more for gas and other products dependent on shipping through the strait shouldn't expect a rapid end to the standoff between the United States and Iran.
"That is not how it works," Rosemary Kelanic, an energy scholar and director of the Middle East Program at the foreign policy think tank Defense Priorities, said of Trump's predictions that Iran's oil pipelines would soon detonate and that its energy industry is on the verge of collapse. "Nothing is going to self-destruct."
Mark Finley, a fellow in energy and global oil at Rice University's Baker Institute, agreed. "Iran has proven it knows how to keep its system operating," he said. The closure of the strait means there are plenty of empty tankers available to Iran that could hold stranded oil production, Finley said. Even without them, "there is a domestic refining and distribution network that can keep the system running at a reduced rate," he added.
A senior administration official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak on the record, said that there were already clear signs that Iran's oil infrastructure was under stress that over time would cause lasting damage.
"That requires advanced technology and significant capital to reverse," the official said. "Under current sanctions, Iran has limited ability to access either, making much of this impact irreversible."
The Treasury Department said in a statement that Iran is already being starved of oil revenue and that energy executives at a White House meeting Tuesday "urged the administration to continue the blockade and reaffirmed that Iran would soon be fully shut in."
Trump's new and disputed claims that Iran faces a looming oil infrastructure disaster come as gas prices have surged to $4.30 per gallon of regular Thursday morning, from a national average of under $3 before the U.S. and Israel attacked Iran in late February. Oil prices soared to their highest level since 2022, reaching $126 per barrel late Wednesday night before settling at $114 Thursday morning.
During the two-month conflict, the president and his administration have shifted their stated goals for the war and issued a succession of evolving and sometimes contradictory claims about when the Strait of Hormuz would open.
To some monitoring the war's impact on global energy supplies, Trump's predictions of imminently erupting pipelines looked like another policy position rooted more in hope than reality.
"We are banking on being saved by a silver bullet that is flawed in a number of ways," said Brett Erickson, managing principal at Obsidian Risk Advisors, which specializes in financial crime, including the ways oil is routed to evade sanctions like those imposed on Iran.
"This is the latest theory of victory they have seized on, not because it makes a lot of sense, but because it is quick and easy and has a time frame they like," Kelanic of Defense Priorities said.
The White House did not respond to a request for comment. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent claimed in a post on X on Monday that there was already evidence that Iranian production had slowed. "Iran's creaking oil industry is starting to shut in production thanks to the U.S. BLOCKADE," he wrote. "Pumping will soon collapse."
A Treasury Department spokesperson said that Iran's primary oil export hub on Kharg Island was close to reaching its storage capacity, forcing it to curb production. "This will cost Iran roughly $170 million per day in lost revenue and inflict lasting damage on its oil infrastructure," the spokesperson said.
In a new analysis published Tuesday, Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy concluded that even if Iran does run out of storage space, it "will not cause catastrophic, or even very serious, damage" to its oil industry.
Oil facilities that stop pumping can experience a problem known as shut-in, which generally involves water and gas contaminating an oil reservoir, pushing reserves into rock where it can become permanently inaccessible. That can cause long-term damage but is not known for causing explosions.
Shipping data from TankerTrackers.com shows there are enough empty tankers inside the perimeter of the U.S. blockade at the Strait of Hormuz to hold some 45 million barrels of Iranian oil, or up to six weeks of usual Iranian export production. The regime also has millions of barrels of unused storage capacity inland, according to energy analytics firm Kpler.
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, speaker of Iran's parliament, taunted Trump and Bessent in a Wednesday post on X, writing: "3 days in, no well exploded. We could extend to 30 and livestream the well here."
Supporters of the Trump administration's claims say the critics are overlooking vulnerabilities in Iran's infrastructure and access to oil storage.
Miad Maleki, a former senior sanctions official at the Treasury Department who is now a fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies think tank, said it was unclear whether the empty tankers now sitting off the coast of Iran were even equipped to hold its oil. Some may have owners from other countries who would be reluctant to fill their tankers with oil that will be stuck inside a U.S. blockade indefinitely, he said.
Even if every empty tanker and storage facility could be filled, he said, the process of turning off production takes weeks and may already be underway in Iran. He added that experts skeptical of Trump's claims are underestimating the extent of the damage that Iran's aging oil infrastructure could suffer if pumping stops.
"They are talking about Iran's oil industry as if it were the U.S. industry," said Maleki. "They don't understand there has been no proper maintenance, and Iran does not have the tools and parts and technology it needs. The effect will be significantly worse than everyone thinks."
Even if Iran does suffer negative consequences and opens the Strait of Hormuz relatively soon, relief for U.S. drivers at the pump or the people around the world dealing with increased energy costs will not come quickly. Fuel shortages in Asia have forced factory closures, and the price of fertilizer, made with natural gas, is soaring worldwide, meaning food prices will follow.
"The global oil shortage is already showing up on U.S. shores," Finley of Rice University said, pointing to rapidly falling U.S. oil inventories. "The pain is building every day. Every day that strait is closed, the global oil situation gets more dire."
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Powell will remain on Fed board after term as chair ends, denying Trump a vacancy
The Federal Reserve also on Wednesday left interest rates unchanged for its third straight meeting amid higher energy costs.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell holds a news conference in December. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-04-29
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell said Wednesday he would remain on the Fed's board as a governor amid President Donald Trump's legal attacks on its independence, denying Trump the opportunity to fill another vacancy at the central bank.
Powell's term as chair expires May 15, and he said he would step aside once Kevin Warsh, Trump's pick to replace him, is confirmed. But Powell's governor's seat doesn't expire until early 2028. He said he intends to continue to serve while the Fed is "battered" by legal threats.
"My concern is really about the series of legal attacks on the Fed, which threaten our ability to conduct monetary policy without considering political factors," Powell said at a news conference after the Fed announced it would leave rates unchanged. "I plan to keep a low profile as a governor."
It's the first time since 1948 that a Fed chief has remained as a governor at the conclusion of their term as chair.
Powell said his decision to stay was directly related to the Justice Department's investigation into him and the Fed's $2.5 billion office renovations. A bipartisan group of lawmakers and a federal judge in D.C. have criticized the probe as an abuse of power.
U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro, the top federal prosecutor in D.C., on Friday said she would drop the probe, but added the inquiry could resume if the central bank's inspector general uncovered evidence of wrongdoing. Powell had previously said he would leave only once the investigation is resolved with "transparency and finality."
"I'm literally staying because of the actions that have been taken," Powell said Wednesday. "I had long planned to be retiring."
Trump took to his social media platform to criticize Powell, saying he was staying at the Fed only because "he can't get a job anywhere else -- Nobody wants him."
Congress structured the Fed to be insulated from short-term political pressure in the way it sets interest rates. That's because presidents and other elected officials often prefer lower interest rates to spur immediate growth, even if it risks higher inflation down the line, which could ultimately harm the broader economy.
Economists saw Wednesday's move as a deliberate act of institutional preservation.
"Jerome Powell is an institutionalist," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. "What he does and what he says are carefully calibrated to preserve Fed independence."
The two-day policy meeting, which ended Wednesday, is the last Powell presided over as chair of the central bank he has led for eight years.
The Fed agreed to hold interest rates steady but the decision was not unanimous. Four officials dissented, the most since October 1992. Three of those officials favored the pause but objected to language in a closely watched Fed statement that suggests a bias toward eventually resuming rate cuts.
The Fed has been navigating a difficult backdrop: The war in Iran has shut the Strait of Hormuz, driving up energy prices and threatening to reignite inflation as broader economic uncertainty clouds the outlook for growth and employment.
"The economic outlook remains highly uncertain, and the conflict in the Middle East has added to this uncertainty. In the near term, higher energy prices will push up overall inflation," Powell said during a news conference. "Beyond that, the scope and duration of potential effects on the economy remain unclear, as does the future course of the conflict itself."
Rising energy prices threaten to push inflation higher, while the broader economic fallout from the conflict in Iran could slow growth and put Americans out of work -- leaving the Fed caught between its two core responsibilities and with little choice but to wait. The central bank's short-term benchmark rate is important because it influences what millions of households and businesses pay to borrow, including for mortgages, credit cards and other loans.
Three presidents of regional Fed banks -- Beth Hammack of Cleveland, Neel Kashkari of Minneapolis, and Lorie Logan of Dallas -- backed the rate decision but objected to retaining language they described as an "easing bias" that signaled a future rate cut is more likely than a hike. A fourth official, Fed governor Stephen Miran, dissented in favor of a rate cut.
Powell, who was first elevated to the Fed's top job by Trump in 2017, survived an extraordinarily aggressive campaign by the White House to push him out -- including public demands for steep rate cuts, threats to try to fire him and a Justice Department criminal investigation into brief congressional testimony he gave last summer connected to a $2.5 billion renovation of the Fed's Washington headquarters. A federal judge quashed subpoenas tied to that investigation earlier this year, ruling that the inquiry lacked merit.
The Justice Department has said it will appeal a judge's March ruling that threw out a pair of subpoenas, though Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) said Sunday on NBC's "Meet the Press" that he had been assured the appeal was meant only to challenge the legal principle behind the ruling -- not to revive the investigation itself. Tillis predicted Powell would remain on the board after May 15, saying he suspected Powell wanted to see the appeal fully settled first.
Earlier Wednesday, a Senate panel approved Warsh's nomination in a 13-11, party-line vote·. The move all but guarantees his confirmation by the GOP-led Senate after the chamber returns from next week's recess.
Powell's tenure is likely to be remembered for beating back the worst inflation spike in four decades -- a surge that neared double digits in 2022 -- while steering the economy through that fight without triggering the deep recession many had feared.
Even with inflation now far below its peak, it has remained stubbornly elevated for five consecutive years, running closer to 3 percent -- about a percentage point above the Fed's preferred target. Warsh, once confirmed by the Senate in the coming weeks, will inherit the long-running challenge of guiding it down to the target.
Rachel Lerman contributed to this report.
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Senate panel advances Trump's pick for Federal Reserve chief
Kevin Warsh's confirmation is all but assured after a Republican holdout dropped his block of the nomination.

Kevin Warsh, President Donald Trump's nominee for chair of the Federal Reserve, after a Senate confirmation hearing on April 21. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-04-29
The Senate Banking Committee on Wednesday approved Kevin Warsh's nomination to become the next Federal Reserve chair, a crucial step toward confirmation after Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) dropped his block of the nominee over the weekend.
The banking panel's voted along party lines, 13-11, to advance Warsh's nomination to the full Senate, where Republicans hold a majority and his confirmation is all but assured.
Tillis had vowed to block any Fed nominee until the Justice Department closed a criminal investigation into outgoing Chair Jerome H. Powell, relenting only after U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro, the top federal prosecutor in D.C., on Friday said she would drop the investigation. Pirro said the Justice Department inquiry could resume if the central bank's inspector general uncovered evidence of wrongdoing.
Warsh, 56, is a former Fed governor and Morgan Stanley banker who served as a Wall Street liaison during the 2008 financial crisis. If confirmed, he would succeed Powell, whose term as chair expires May 15.
Warsh, who was passed over for the Fed chair job in 2017 when President Donald Trump elevated Powell instead, had long remained in the president's orbit. At a White House signing ceremony in January 2020, Trump singled him out from the crowd. "I would have been very happy with you," Trump said. "Why weren't you more forceful when you wanted that job?" On Wednesday, Warsh was finally on the verge of getting it.
At his confirmation hearing last week, Warsh pledged independence from the White House even as Trump said he would be disappointed if his pick doesn't immediately cut rates. "The president never asked me to commit to interest rate cuts at any particular meeting over the period of my tenure at the Fed," Warsh said.
The Senate committee vote comes on the same day that the Fed is expected to leave rates unchanged for its third consecutive meeting, probably Powell's last as chairman.
Warsh will soon arrive at the Fed vowing an ambitious agenda of "regime change," including reshaping how the Fed communicates with the public -- a priority that could have significant implications for how markets and politicians interact with the central bank. He has suggested he might hold fewer news conferences after regularly scheduled policy meetings and scale back the Fed's practice of projecting interest rates every quarter, arguing that such forward guidance can leave policymakers anchored to outdated forecasts.
Vincent Reinhart, chief economist at BNY Investments, said he expects Warsh to narrow the Fed's communications footprint, partly to give politicians fewer opportunities to complain about the central bank. "I think Chair Warsh will be able to explain to his colleagues that where we have discretion on timing, where we have discretion in interpretation, we should choose a path that minimizes the surface area of political confrontation," Reinhart said.
The upshot of scaled-back communications could mean markets are caught off guard more often, a departure from the Fed's practice under Powell of telegraphing rate moves ahead of each policy meeting.
"He may well end up with things being a bit more surprising and maybe a bit more near-term volatility," said Bill English, a Yale professor and former director of the Fed's division of monetary affairs. "But maybe he's okay with that."
Warsh has been broadly critical of the Fed's recent leadership, arguing that the central bank overreached during and after the coronavirus pandemic and invited the inflation surge that followed. "Inflation comes from bad policy, not bad luck," he said in "Fed Reckoning: Conversations on America's Central Bank," a forthcoming book of interviews about the Fed by New York University's Simon W. Bowmaker.
Warsh has also argued that the institution strayed beyond its core mandate -- weighing in on climate, inequality and racial justice -- in ways that made it a political target.
Warsh has also called for shrinking the Fed's roughly $6.6 trillion bond portfolio, which he has characterized as bloated and distortionary, though he said at his hearing that any shrinking would be "deliberate, well-orchestrated, well-choreographed and well-described" to avoid market tumult.
His confirmation would hand Trump a significant victory in his effort to reshape the central bank's leadership. Trump elevated Powell in 2017 but quickly soured on him and has spent much of his second term attacking the Fed for keeping rates too high. Warsh would also inherit unfinished business: guiding inflation fully back to the Fed's 2 percent target, a goal the central bank has missed for about five years.
Democrats on the Banking Committee raised concerns about gaps in Warsh's financial disclosures and pressed him on his independence from the White House. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) characterized him as a Trump "sock puppet" whose views on monetary policy had shifted to favor lower rates once Trump returned to office.
Warsh disputed the characterization. "Absolutely not," he said. "I'll be an independent actor if confirmed."
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For this all-male book club, reading has been a shared pleasure for 30 years 
Since May 1996, a group of neighbors in Silver Spring, Maryland, has met almost every month to talk about books. 

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Maggie Penman | 2026-04-30
On a sunny Sunday afternoon in late April, eight men in Silver Spring, Maryland, gathered for a monthly tradition that began 30 years ago: a book club meeting.
The club is an eclectic group of men, mostly in their 70s -- a former high school English teacher, a retired diplomat, an Israeli Army veteran -- and they read widely. Fiction, nonfiction, poetry. Faulkner, Dostoevsky, J.K. Rowling. "Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End" by Atul Gawande. "Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow" by Gabrielle Zevin.
There's a stereotype that men don't read fiction. Indeed, in a 2024 survey, only 13.7 percent of men reported reading for pleasure in a given day (though women weren't reading much more). The numbers have been plummeting for years. But this group defies the odds.
Whoever is hosting chooses the book, and on this day it was Michael Slott's turn. The only rules are that the book is generally available at the library and ideally no more than 400 pages long. Slott broke both with his choice of the obscure 1974 science fiction novel, "The Mote in God's Eye," by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle (592 pages in some editions!).
"It's my job to lower the bar," Slott joked, though he made chili to compensate for the unpopular choice.
The discussion began with someone asking for a show of hands of who finished the book -- about half had. This is slightly lower than their usual batting average. Many said they had trouble getting into it or felt it was too long. Scott Schneider noted that according to the book's Wikipedia page, the editor had cut 60,000 words.
"They could have cut another 60,000!" Dan Mozena quipped.

Dan Mozena listens as Chaz Miller shares his views on the book the group read. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Dave Main said the book was very much of its time.
"When I read a book, I think about when it was written," Main said. "This is totally a Cold War novel." He felt it was preoccupied with the concerns of the 1970s: the power of paranoia, anxiety about overpopulation. Mozena argued that the book didn't age well because of the dearth of female characters and people of color.
Despite -- or maybe because of -- such criticisms, the discussion was lively.
"That's always the case," Mozena said. "We've never had a book that everyone said, 'This is the greatest book ever written, end of discussion.' People are all over the place."
After about 45 minutes, Slott brought out leftover chocolate cake from his wife's recent birthday, and the conversation moved on to other books, specifically the older ones that the group thought had aged well (they had all loved Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five") and the ones that hadn't (many of them were disappointed when they reread Joseph Heller's "Catch-22"). Main said that he loved "Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance" when he read it 50 years ago but that he doesn't want to revisit it in case it's not as good as he remembers.
The book club was started by Schneider in May 1996 during a very different time in his life, when he was still working and had young kids at home.
"I can't imagine how I did it," Schneider said. He worked in the labor movement, advocating for health and safety regulations for construction workers, and his days were long; he left the house before 7 a.m. and often didn't return until 6 p.m. "But, you know, one book a month, it's not a lot to read."
At first it was just him and a few neighbors -- a way of getting people together. He and Bill Arnold had kids around the same age, so they met through the PTA; Ted Schroll and Slott lived on his street. Some people have come and gone, but the original members remain. Everyone attributes its longevity to Schneider's commitment and organizational abilities -- he maintains a list of books the group has read -- the document is nine pages long, single-spaced -- and sends reminders about meetings.
"I think the really difficult thing about keeping a book group going is picking good books," Schneider said. His daughter is a librarian and often gives recommendations. When in doubt, the group will fall back on classics or prize winners, though that isn't a foolproof method. "Sometimes I would pick things that won the Booker Prize or something, thinking, oh, it must be good," Schneider said. "And sometimes it's not."
Since the group takes turns choosing books, the men often suggest something they've already read and liked, knowing they'll have seven friends with whom to discuss it. Favorites have included Hilary Mantel's "Wolf Hall," Isabel Wilkerson's "The Warmth of Other Suns," Patrick Radden Keefe's "Say Nothing" and "A Day in the Life of Abed Salama" by Nathan Thrall.

From left to right: Scott Schneider, Dave Main, Chaz Miller, Bill Arnold, Michael Slott, Ted Schroll, Brian Somers, and Dan Mozena are all part of the book club. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


As the April meeting wrapped up, the group discussed who would host in May (Mozena) and what book they would read next (he chose "The Sentence" by Louise Erdrich, a ghost story set in a Minneapolis bookstore in which a formerly incarcerated Indigenous woman is haunted by an annoying and recently deceased customer).
Despite having had criticisms of that night's book, Mozena made a point of thanking Slott for suggesting it, especially since he wouldn't have chosen to read it himself.
"It's worth taking the time to read books," Mozena said. "I know that a lot of people are consumed by social media; that has its own strengths and weaknesses. But there's something special about books. Books take you to places."
Even if it's just to a friend's living room.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: My son-in-law's long unemployment is creating a family rift
Son-in-law's prolonged unemployment frustrates the letter writer and causes drama between daughters. 

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-04-30
Dear Sahaj: My spouse and I live in the Southwest and have two adult daughters ages 35 and 30. The 30-year-old lives at home and has a remote job. The 35-year-old lives on the East Coast, is employed and has two young children. Her spouse is 37 and has not worked for 21/2 years.
We have tried to show up for our older daughter. We paid for child care for her first child so that her spouse would have time to find a job. He did not get a job during that six-month period. He has had two jobs for six and two weeks, respectively. He quit the first and was fired from the second.
I buy clothing for our grandchildren, but we no longer give them money. His parents are giving them money. He has an ADHD diagnosis, and our daughter appears to give him a pass due to his mental health issues. His parents seem to give him money so they don't have to address his issues.
We are very depressed about the situation. Our younger daughter thinks we should be more direct and confront our older daughter about her husband not working. We have read a lot about in-law situations and have talked to friends in the same situation. Everyone has said we need to show up and keep our opinions to ourselves. So far, we have done this because we love our daughter and want to see her and the grandchildren. At the same time, our younger daughter is not speaking to her older sister and is angry we are not confronting the situation more directly.
I'm stuck with no great choice of a path to move forward. I'm very upset our daughters don't have much of a relationship, and I'm frustrated our older daughter and son-in-law are creating relationship issues for us with our younger daughter. We have had lots of mental health challenges in our family. My husband, younger daughter and I felt we were getting to a more peaceful time in our lives and resent our older daughter for bringing a man who can't seem to cope with life into the family.
We have done family therapy in the past, and both of our daughters and son-in-law are in individual therapy. How do I get our younger daughter to understand there's not much we can do to change the situation? Should we be confronting our older daughter?
-- Stuck
Stuck: Any one of these issues alone -- your worry for your daughter, your frustration with her husband, your grief over your daughters' strained relationship -- would be heavy. All of them together, and of course you feel stuck.
Let me try to untangle a few things for you.
When something feels as misaligned as your daughter's marriage does, it can create a powerful urge to step in. This is where you may be getting pulled into a false binary -- say nothing and feel complicit, or confront directly and risk fracture. But there is a middle path: have a gentle, loving and curious conversation shaped like a check-in. For instance, instead of asking, "Why isn't your husband working?" you might say: "I worry about you. I want to support you. Are you okay, and what do you actually need from me/us?" You might be surprised by what she shares when she's not bracing for judgment.
It's likely your older daughter almost certainly senses the resentment you (and her dad and her sister) feel over her choice of partner because unspoken feelings have a way of arriving anyway. Whatever her husband's limitations, she is not failing to notice them. She is navigating them in real time, with young children depending on her no less. She may simply be doing what she believes she has to do to keep her family together.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
That resentment isn't fair to your son-in-law, either. An ADHD diagnosis is not a pass, but it is relevant since difficulties with consistency, follow-through and employment can be part of the experience. I think the more useful question isn't whether his behavior is excusable, but whether there are meaningful efforts toward accountability, structure and treatment. Without that nuance, it's easy for frustration to turn into judgment.
Still, as you choose to lean into the nuance here, you can't force your younger daughter to do the same. I understand why her anger feels like one more thing to fix, but her estrangement from her sister is not yours to solve. You can tell her clearly and lovingly: "We've made a choice to stay connected to your sister and our grandchildren. We hope you can respect that decision, even if you'd handle it differently." You don't have to justify yourselves beyond that. The relationship between your daughters belongs to them. You can grieve that it's strained without taking responsibility for repairing it.
You are not as powerless as you feel, but your influence lives in a different place than you might want. It lives in staying in the relationship and in being someone your daughter can turn toward, not brace against. It also looks like setting boundaries and deciding what support looks like, rather than trying to reshape a situation you don't control. Staying connected often gives you more influence than being "right."
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Advice
Miss Manners: I saw my ex at our son's engagement party. We didn't speak.
With more of their son's wedding festivities on the way, letter writer frets about running into ex-husband again.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-04-30
Dear Miss Manners: Where should I park my shopping cart while browsing a grocery section and/or reading ingredient labels?
I park my cart in the middle of the aisle, thereby allowing other shoppers to view the same items. This also lets me step out of the way to allow passersby through. I feel that other shoppers feel hurried when I wait for them to finish in a section, as we cannot both be there with our carts at the same time. I know that I feel hurried being in that same position.
My husband maintains that leaving my cart in the middle of the aisle is rude, and that I should stay with it.
Shopping carts do not have an easy life: vegetables to deli to canned goods to checkout and back again all day -- it's dizzying. There is no truly safe place to park them: A space that may be clear in the moment is crowded with shoppers the next.
It's all very well to say the cart can rest in the parking lot roundup, but it seems unlikely, knowing that any minute, a departing shopper may hurl a fellow cart at you, missile-like. While Miss Manners does not therefore ban separating from your cart, she does feel that any parting should be brief. Wherever you leave it, you will need to be close enough to be aware of other customers to ensure that the cart has not become a roadblock.
Besides, you do not want it to get lonely.
Dear Miss Manners: Despite the best of intentions, there is a lot of acrimony between my ex-husband and me, and since our children are all legal adults, I have no contact with him. Contact between my ex and our children is also limited due to a lack of effort and engagement (their choice). When my oldest child and his fiancee hosted a party to celebrate their engagement, my ex was there when I arrived with my partner. Who should have initiated introductions?
In hindsight, I guess the groom-to-be (our son) should have introduced his father to my partner. My partner had no issue with introducing himself but did not feel it was his place.
There will be other events coming up. I already feel like navigating this wedding (and the time leading up to it) will be a minefield, so please help to clarify.
Primary duty for making introductions does lie with the hosts, although in this case, that meant either your son or his fiancee. This is why most hosts do not stray far from the door as the party starts and the guests descend in a clump.
One or two inevitably get missed, in which case introductions would be taken over by anyone who knows all the parties -- presumably you or your ex.
Miss Manners is unclear why that did not happen, but she applauds your partner for stepping up. She is sure you agree that the coming events will go more easily if everyone jumps in when needed, rather than hanging back to see who fails to act when called upon.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
My daughter basically abandons me on hikes. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-04-30
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Teen daughter plans to marry boy who belittles her
Teen daughter's boyfriend is trying "to change her into what he thinks she should be."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-04-30
Dear Eric: My daughter is 17 and has been dating a boy since she was 15. They plan to marry as soon as possible at 18. I'm worried, however, that he's not the guy for her. While he is polite, to us, and hardworking, he has belittled her and seems to try to change her into what he thinks she should be (I have heard this from others).
His mom likes another young lady for her son, not my daughter. I have pointed out the red flags to my daughter, but she either doesn't understand or thinks these issues are no big deal and he's worth it.
I'm worried that if they marry at 18, she'll be miserable and regret it. I'm sure he would be miserable, too, if she's not close enough to perfect for him. I say this because he seems to want to change her.
Divorce is not an option as far as either child is concerned. So, saying that if they get married too young, they can just divorce later, wouldn't happen.
I'm not sure how to proceed or how to help her understand, without pushing her away. Or do I just wait and see what happens, although that approach is driving me to tears.
-- Worried for Daughter
Worried: Your daughter's boyfriend's behavior is concerning. For her safety, you should be as emphatic as you can be about the problems you're seeing.
If he loves her and wants to build a life with her, he shouldn't belittle her. It's not clear to me what the nature of the belittling is, but it's possible that this kind of talk qualifies as emotional abuse, which can escalate to isolating her from her family, controlling her actions, and even physical abuse. Even if his comments aren't emotionally abusive, they suggest a domineering and unhealthy nature that could seriously damage her life.
Speak to her as an adult. She's not yet, but she intends to make an adult decision, and you may get further by trying to meet her where she is. Respect will help her feel seen and heard. Acknowledge that you can't tell the future, but that your life experience is cluing you into things that she may not be considering. Ask her to help you understand her thinking. Ask her what she gains by not waiting. There is a page on the National Domestic Violence Hotline's website (thehotline.org) specifically dedicated to talking to teens about relationship abuse. You may want to consult it for guidance before talking to her.
This conversation may, as you fear, create conflict. But what's paramount right now is her safety.
Dear Eric: I have to speak up about "Left Unanswered's" letter. The letter was about a 50-year-old who was frustrated that a 70-year-old friend didn't pick up the phone when called. You advised that the younger friend accept this habit and work around it.
I live in the Midwest and people here are so polite and shy of anything that might be a confrontation. That includes not wanting to help people through tactful honesty.
If you saw somebody with toilet paper sticking out of their waistband, wouldn't you say something?
Where is the line? Why then hesitate at giving people information about themselves that will actually change their life for the better? Even with a bit of awkwardness and discomfort?
I'm 77. I have memories where I realize in how many ways I was getting laughed at or disregarded. With a little feedback I could have stopped being the kind of person they laughed at many, many years earlier than when I finally wised up.
Not finding a way to make a friend aware of something they need to know is, in my mind, socially criminal. There is always a way to say it. Even if embarrassment or rejection ends the friendship, it is worth doing. For the sake of the world.
A serious talking to, in any form, is what is owed a friend. Even if the friendship ends. Please, think about this.
-- Friendly Advice
Advice: A crucial thing to remember about tactful honesty -- or let's say constructive criticism -- is that it's important to first ask if advice is wanted. If we see something standing in the way of a friend's happiness, we can ask if the friend is open to feedback. But it's important to respect the answer.
Additionally, one person might have a problem with another person's behavior, but that doesn't necessarily make it a problem for the second person. The letter writer didn't like the friend's phone habits, so the tactful honesty would really be about an opinion rather than advice, i.e., "I think you should pick up the phone more." Opinions are fine, too, but again, it's important to get the go-ahead first.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Live Chats
Is it ableist for restaurants not to accommodate food aversions? Ask your dining questions.
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-04-29
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Travel
Uber says its new hotel booking feature will save you money. We tested it.
The service on the Uber app is rolling out to U.S. users over the next few weeks. The company promises it'll save you money, so we tried it. 

(Seth Wenig/AP)


By Natalie Compton | 2026-04-29

Uber newly launched hotel-booking service offers users up-front discounts and Uber Credits. (Clodagh Kilcoyne/Reuters)


We have no shortage of platforms to book a hotel room, but we just got another option. Starting Wednesday, you can reserve a hotel on the Uber app, among other new features.
The service will roll out to users in the U.S. over the next few weeks and provide access to more than 700,000 hotels worldwide through a partnership with Expedia Group. Vacation rentals through VRBO will also become available to book later this year.

Travel reporter Natalie Compton tried Uber's new hotel booking service. Did it save her any money?


Uber has evolved from its ride-hailing roots it was founded on in 2009. Today, the company wants to be a one-stop shop for our many daily tasks. Users can now use the app to order groceries, deliver flowers, send out dry cleaning and pick up dinner. "People are spending their time in multiple apps and we want to be able to make their life easier," Uber Chief Product Officer Sachin Kansal told The Washington Post.
"We want to be able to help them save their time," he continued. "And in the case of hotels, we also want to be able to help them save money."
Members of the company's loyalty program Uber One ($9.99 per month), will get 20 percent discounts at a rotating list of 10,000 hotels, and 10 percent back in Uber Credits on all hotel bookings.
The company also says the service will help streamline your travel day by making it easier to book rides to and from your reserved hotel and order Uber Eats and other deliveries to the property or directly to your room. (Uber said delivery drivers cannot see your exact room number unless you provide it for drop-off at your door.)
I found Kansal's proposition compelling. I don't feel beholden to any one hotel booking platform and often use multiple websites or apps to find a room. So with a work trip to Florida coming up, I gave Uber's new tool a try. Here are my takeaways.
If you're comfortable with Uber's ride-hailing and food delivery ordering, you should find its hotel booking tab straightforward. Open the Uber app and scroll down to the "For you" line of icons on your home screen. You should see an illustration of a bed with a Hotels label, along with other options like Ride, Food and Grocery.
Click the Hotels icon and you'll be able to search by destination, or choose from a selection of "iconic cities" and "weekend getaways." I typed "Tampa" in the search box, then was prompted to select my travel dates and number of travelers (you can specify adults and children). Next, I was shown a movable map with more than 275 "stays available" displayed with their nightly rate, including taxes and fees. You can whittle down the options with filters like price, guest rating, star rating, accessibility features and other amenities (pet-friendliness, hot tub, etc.).
I dragged my map over to the Tampa airport, filtered my search by price and assessed my options. I'm not an Uber One member, but some hotels still showed discounts for standard users. Uber advertised a $133 room rate at the Hilton Tampa Airport Westshore, down from $177. It had a pool, decent reviews and free airport shuttle. Click!
Once you tapped a hotel, you could see the available room types (i.e. bed size, mobility features, suite). I picked the cheapest one -- a standard two double bed -- and could then choose a refund policy. For an extra charge, you could extend the window to cancel for a refund. I could make a nonrefundable reservation for $132.57, or add a $19.80 fee to cancel up until two days before my arrival, or $7.62 for the option to cancel up to a week before.
After I picked a refund option, I could review my reservation details again before locking it in, then paid with the default card in my Uber Wallet. A confirmation email arrived in my inbox shortly after.

(Uber Technologies)


My reservation, with the add-on refund window cost $140.19. I compared a similar booking across three other platforms: the Hilton website, Booking.com and Hotels.com.
With a Hilton Honors discount, the same room would have cost $144 from the brand website. I have a Booking.com loyalty account that often features strong "Genius" discounts, but not for this room; a reservation with a comparable refund window would have cost $165. On Hotels.com, it was $159.
Uber was the cheapest. I opted into the free trial of Uber One, and was told I'd earn $14.02 in Uber One credits for the reservation, which would be deposited into my account within 24 hours of check-in.
But there's a catch for hotel points hounds: When you book with a third-party online travel agency (OTA) like Uber (or Expedia, Booking.com, Priceline, etc.), you're likely forgoing the brand-specific points. Hotels usually only give customers loyalty points if they book directly with the hotel.
For example, Hilton's policies say in order to earn points and receive "elite benefits," you must book directly through official Hilton channels. That meant I wouldn't earn any Hilton Honors Points or member perks for my Tampa reservation, although I can still request to have my Hilton Honors account number added to my reservation to access digital check-in and keys.
I use Uber more than I stay at Hiltons, so I didn't mind the trade-off.

(Uber Technologies)


Overall, the app worked as advertised. My only complaints: I found parts of the app a little sensitive to the touch; as you're scrolling through the hotel listings, you can easily tap a hotel by mistake instead of continuing your scroll, which takes you to a "hang tight" screen to load the next slide, then shows the hotel. It also took a few beats to process my reservation. Both could be chalked up to growing pains, as the function is in its infancy.
Otherwise, it was, as Kansal promised, pretty seamless. It was just as easy to use as my other go-to hotel booking venues, and I was happy to earn some "cash" back for my reservation.
Does that mean I'll give up my current process of scouring Google Maps, opening 147 tabs and conspiratorially comparing prices across multiple platforms? We'll see.
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Food
Is Red Lobster's revamped 'Endless Shrimp' deal worth it? Our food critic tried it.
The promotion that once helped sink the business has returned. Elazar Sontag ate 43 of the garlicky and fried delights.

How many shrimp do you have to eat to make Red Lobster's "Endless Shrimp" promotion worth it? We investigated. (Victoria Caruso/The Washington Post)


By Emily Heil | 2026-04-29
To many people's ears, an all-you-can-eat offering sounds not just like a bargain but also a challenge -- a gauntlet thrown.
How many breadsticks can one eat? Diners often treat buffets like a game; there are online forums where people share strategies for maximizing the experience. (Filling up on bread is a rookie error.)
There's a feeling of bounty in an all-you-can-eat meal, a luxury that comes from knowing there's always more.
And so it's easy to understand the appeal of Red Lobster's "Endless Shrimp" special, a promotion in which diners are guaranteed as many shrimp as they can stuff in at one seating. The restaurant chain, whose fortunes have suffered in recent years, last week announced the return of the deal, which it had periodically offered over the past two decades.
Still, the resurfacing of "Endless Shrimp" was puzzling to some people who had watched Red Lobster's 2024 bankruptcy, which was blamed in part on the popularity of the all-you-can-eat shrimp deal. At the time, the ill-fated shrimp run was mocked by late-night comedians and amateurs on social media. ("Would you describe this shrimp disaster as jumbo?" asked Michelle Wolf on "The Daily Show.") A subsequent lawsuit made clear that the problems went far deeper than consumers' boundless appetite for cheap shrimp, including the fact that the company was largely owned by its shrimp supplier.

The 'Endless Shrimp' deal that helped sink Red Lobster is back. We sent Food critic Elazar Sontag and Food reporter Emily Heil to check it out.


Now the chain has new owners, and CEO Damola Adamolekun -- who once said he would not revive the special because he knew "how to do math" -- indicated that this time, things would be different. "We're excited to bring it back, for a limited time, in a way that works for our business today and honors what made it special from the beginning," he said in a news release.
When pressed for more detail on how the shrimp special was being handled differently, a representative said in an email that there were "guardrails" in place. Asked to clarify that, the representative described back-of-the-house changes that made things easier on staff. "That includes a focused menu lineup, balancing kitchen execution across stations, and updating kitchen display system layouts to support a smoother flow for both restaurant teams and guests," she wrote in an email.

Red Lobster closed more than 100 restaurants in 2024 after filing for bankruptcy. (Wilfredo Lee/AP)


The deal is also being offered for a limited time, though the company wouldn't divulge when it plans to pull the plug. That's in contrast to when the company last offered it and made it a part of the regular menu.
The price point, too, is higher than last time, when it started at $20 and was eventually raised to $25. It's now $25 or $30, depending on the location. Red Lobster also does not seem to be aggressively promoting the deal in its restaurants, unlike in previous years. On a recent visit, a small placard on the table was the only announcement heralding it.
Jonathan Maze, the editor in chief of industry publication Restaurant Business, says that's a seemingly small thing that can wreck profitability -- if the restaurant featured highly visible promotions, some customers who had arrived planning to pay full price for their meals might decide to go with the cheaper option.
So why bring it back at all?
Adamolekun suggested that it was something of a fan service. "This is about putting our guests first and bringing back something they truly love," he said in the news release. "Endless Shrimp has been a part of Red Lobster's legacy for 20 years and our guests have never stopped asking for it."
Maze noted that the restaurant industry in general is "kind of stuck right now." Factors including inflation, high gas prices and falling consumer confidence mean many restaurants are seeing declining traffic and sluggish sales. A splashy deal, he said, might be a way of luring diners. "Restaurant chains need something on their menu that can generate customer excitement and provide some level of value to the consumer," he said. "Because that's where the consumer is at today."
Just how good a deal is the latest "Endless Shrimp" wave? To find out, I enlisted the help of Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag. We visited a location in suburban Maryland during the first week of the promotion's return.
Some premeal math told us how many shrimp we would each have to eat to make this a bargain: 23. A regular scampi entree was $19 and contained 14 shrimp, giving each crustacean a price tag of about $1.36. The Endless special was $30, so 22 shrimp was our break-even number.
Resisting filling up on the famous Cheddar Bay biscuits that start every meal was our first test. And we similarly paid little mind to our sides. We were there with a single goal: shrimpmaxxing.

Shrimp fettuccine Alfredo is one of five styles offered with the promotion. (Victoria Caruso/The Washington Post)


There are five styles of shrimp available under the deal: a classic breaded version called "Walt's Favorite," served with cocktail sauce; "Parrot Isle" jumbo shrimp rolled in coconut, fried and accompanied by a sweet pina colada sauce; classic scampi in herb-and-garlic butter; a shrimp-topped fettuccine Alfredo; and a new preparation called "Marry Me Shrimp" that comes bathed in a creamy tomato sauce. We quickly determined that the scampi and the coconut styles were our favorites of the bunch. (The Marry Me preparation, which is based on a viral recipe for chicken, was particularly unappealing, with a lumpy, flavorless sauce.)
Here's how the deal works: Each diner starts with a selection of any three styles. After that, they can order an additional two styles at once for as long as they like. I tapped out after two rounds, while Elazar went for a third (and finished some of mine to boot). In the end, I managed to eat only 19 shrimp. I could have pushed through and had more, but I wanted to enjoy my meal and not feel like I was a contestant in a Coney Island eating contest. Elazar downed an impressive 43.
And it wasn't just about the numbers. Once we identified the styles we preferred, we genuinely enjoyed our shrimp-athon. Large, fruity cocktails -- a pina colada for him and a margarita for me -- gave the meal a festive feeling. It was Elazar's first visit to the chain, which opened its first location in 1968, and he quickly professed himself a fan.
Surrounded by fellow diners who seemed in a celebratory mood (especially the matriarch at the three-generation table sporting a shirt with "BIRTHDAY GIRL" in sequined lettering), it sure felt like a party.
"This," Elazar enthused, "might be the happiest place on Earth."
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Going Out Guide
The 35 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
A weekend with free embassy tours, outdoor concerts, Cinco de Mayo parties and family-friendly festivals truly brings activities for everyone.

(Courtesy of The Wharf, Washington DC)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-04-30
Make no mistake: This is one of the busiest weekends of the season, with  something for everyone. Want to learn more about faraway countries on free embassy tours? Want to listen to jazz or bluegrass groups or house DJs at an outdoor concert? Want to sip margaritas and watch chihuahuas race for glory? Want to relive your youth watching "Star Wars" movies -- or have your kid train to be a jedi? Speaking of kids, do you know one who would love to climb into the cab of a construction vehicle or snowplow and sound the horn? There are festivals covering the Revolutionary War, strawberries, and experimental music, and a chance to watch "School Daze" with Spike Lee. Maybe you would rather taste cocktails from an award-winning San Francisco bar, or swap cookies with strangers. All we're saying is, if you're bored this weekend, it's nobody's fault but yours.
Editor's note: There's a chance of rain on Friday and Saturday, which could wash out some outdoor events. Check social media or websites before making plans.
Eat.Drink.Shaw. at Howard Theatre
Shaw is packed with bars and restaurants -- so many, in fact, that you probably haven't tried them all. See what you've been missing at Shaw Main Streets' annual Eat.Drink.Shaw., which features unlimited food and drink from 15 neighborhood establishments, including Nina May, Chercher, Fossette Focacceria, 801, Baan Mae, SOST lounge and Everyday People -- and meet the chefs and owners behind the scenes. The real treat is your chance to preview beers from Urban Garden, the Black-owned brewery replacing Right Proper's T Street brewpub. 7 to 9:30 p.m. $55.20. $108.55 at the door.
Stories & Saris: Chandrani Ghosh Book Launch at Flor Coffee
For decades, journalist Chandrani Ghosh found her name under headlines in Time and Forbes. This changed last month when Ghosh's "byline" moved to hardback covers, and her title changed to "author" with the debut of her novel, "Heartlines." Ghosh uses her experiences growing up in India, with moves to parts of Europe, to tell a story of an Indian American political journalist who finds herself in a love triangle  roaming from "the gala circuits of D.C. to the sun-drenched streets of San Sebastian." On this evening, novel conversations will unfold at the Argentine cafe Flor Coffee, serving empanadas, pastries and wine, and so will Ghosh's saris, as she offers a live garment-wearing demo to attendees. 6 to 8 p.m. $45.
Flower Mart at Washington National Cathedral
Is there a more colorful place in Washington this weekend than Flower Mart, the annual two-day festival outside Washington National Cathedral? Browse stalls selling bonsai plants, houseplants, outdoor plants, herbs and cut flowers, and bring your gardening questions for the Cathedral's horticulture staff. The 87-year-old Flower Mart is a fundraiser for the cathedral's All Hallows Guild, which maintains the cathedral's gardens and grounds, but dozens of vendors have brought more than plants and gardening gear, including women's apparel, jewelry, home decor and accessories, plus the famous white elephant section, with donations from the community. Kids can ride a Victorian carousel or watch a puppet show. Other entertainment includes musicians, choirs and dance troupes performing on the main stage in front of the Cathedral's doors. Inside, visitors can climb to the top of the Cathedral's towers, or admire floral displays created by embassies. Ice cream, hot dogs, pizza and lobster rolls are among the food offerings. Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
The 'Star Wars' Saga at AFI Silver
Get ready for many bad "Star Wars"-inspired jokes and promotions between now and Monday, a.k.a. Star Wars Day, a.k.a. May the 4th, as in "May the 4th be with you." Silver Spring's AFI Silver Theatre is sticking close to the source material, with multiple screenings of the original trilogy -- "A New Hope" through "Return of the Jedi" -- in the next week. Over the first few days, the films are shown in chronological order so you can have your own "Star Wars" marathon: On Friday, for example, "Star Wars" begins at 11 a.m., "The Empire Strikes Back" is at 1:15 p.m., and "Return of the Jedi" starts at 3:45. Through May 7. $8-$14, matinee screenings $10.
'Star Wars' Weekend at Barracks Row
Don't be surprised if you spot Stormtroopers on Eighth Street SE or you see a crowd of robed Jedi on your way to the Capitol Hill Trader Joe's this weekend: the annual "Star Wars" Weekend returns to Barracks Row and Eastern Market with three days of activities. The saga begins Friday night with a concert by the Galactic Empire Band, a musical group that dresses up like "Star Wars" characters and performs heavy-metal versions of familiar John Williams soundtracks, at the 507 event space (8 p.m., $29). Look for themed food and drink at businesses like Taco City and Ted's Bulletin, while Lola's hosts "Sith Happens," an Empire-themed pop-up with special cocktails and decor. On Saturday, the focus shifts to the Eastern Market Metro Plaza, with "Jedi training" for kids, lightsaber battle demonstrations, a costume contest, and meet-and-greets and photo ops with various characters (11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., free). That's followed by a Dark Side-themed Kentucky Derby viewing party with bourbon tastings and costumes (5 p.m., $29) and the Miracle Theatre hosts a special screening of "Star Wars: A New Hope" (7 p.m., $8). The final day includes a matinee of "Star Wars" (2 p.m., $8) and a costume contest at Lola's (9 p.m.). Through Sunday. Prices vary; see the schedule for more details.
'School Daze' at Lincoln Theatre
Director Spike Lee's second film, "School Daze," was controversial when it was released back in 1988, for its depictions of fraternities, colorism, classism and the battle of the sexes on an HBCU campus -- "an arrogant, humorless, sexist mess," in the words of a Washington Post critic at the time. But it's beloved in D.C. for the appearance of E.U. and the band's iconic go-go song "Da Butt," which topped the Billboard R&B chart. Lee hosts a screening of "School Daze" at the Lincoln Theatre, just a few blocks from Howard University, so there will be discounted tickets for students with ID. 7 p.m. $32.50; $16.50 students.
World Languages Festival at Planet Word
As a prelude to the upcoming Around the World Embassy Tour and E.U. Open House, local embassies and cultural organizations share their languages through interactive games and hands-on activities at the only D.C. museum dedicated to the power of words. Participants include the Embassy of Japan's Japan Information and Culture Center, the nonprofit Casa Italiana Ente Promotore, and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office. No registration is required to participate, but admission to the museum requires a timed-entry pass. 2 p.m. Free; $15 suggested donation for museum entry.
Evening Parades at the U.S. Marine Barracks
A summer tradition in Washington, the Friday-night Evening Parades at the Marine Barracks feature the intricate routines of the Silent Drill Platoon, who spin and toss fixed-bayonet rifles during elaborate exchange sequences. The U.S. Marine Band, known as "The President's Own," and the Marine Drum and Bugle Corps also perform during the 75-minute ceremony. Admission is free, but reservations are required. Fridays through Aug. 28. Gates open at 7 p.m., and the parade begins at 8:45. Free; reservations required.
Stoplight Party at As You Are
It turns out spring cleaning doesn't just apply to clothing. As You Are thinks it might be time to look for your next spring fling at this party. Guests are given a glow-in-the-dark bracelet that either lights up red, yellow or green -- just like a stoplight (hence the name of the event) -- except in the club, red means you're taken, yellow means you're polygamous or open, and green still means go, because you're single. There's no cover charge to get sweaty and flirty on a Friday night. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Klenam DC ft. Dieglo Spring Clothing Pop-up at the Homme Gallery
This city hardly fails to keep up with the ever-evolving trends: clothing pop-ups and matcha -- they're everywhere. Klenam, an elevated streetwear brand home to faded sweatsuits and oversize barrel jeans and jorts, is the host for this event, pairing a seasonal pop-up of custom clothes with artwork by DMV artist Dieglo and guests' caffeinated drink of choice, with the help of specialty drink business, Whisk'd. There's no shame in knocking out some spring shopping while sipping on a guava cheese foam matcha latte, right? 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Small Planes Monthly Coffee Tasting
Founders Ryan and Jill Jensen  of Small Planes Coffee created their business to "shrink the distance" between global and local products' planes of existence, bringing their specialty roastery just a walk away from the National Arboretum. Now every Friday, they open up their roastery and invite coffee connoisseurs to taste coffees off their unique menu. Tickets are limited and due to the depth of the tasting process, attendees are encouraged to arrive promptly at the event's start time. 11 a.m. $10.
Around the World Embassy Tours
You might roll your eyes when you hear people talk about "only in Washington" events, but there is really no other place in America where you can get a taste of culture at dozens of embassies, from Angola to Zimbabwe, on the same day, from Angola to Zimbabwe. Each country does things differently: There are Muay Thai bouts and cooking demonstrations at the Royal Embassy of Thailand; costumed "mas" carnival dancers and steel pan performers at the Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago; and a "K-pop Demon Hunters"-inspired party at the Korean Cultural Center, with dance workshops, exhibitions, craft activities and a group sing-along. All events are free, though you may have to pay for snacks or drinks, and some embassies set up markets selling traditional goods. The Events DC app promises a map and details on happenings at various locations, and you can pick up a souvenir passport at various locations, including Dupont Circle. Trying to visit as many embassies as possible has become a sport, as has griping about the lines that form outside the most popular embassies. Read this piece for our expert advice, developed over years of exploring embassies. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Running of the Chihuahuas at the Wharf
Forget margarita crawls or gorging on tacos: D.C.'s best, and most adorable, way to celebrate Cinco de Mayo is the 14th annual Running of the Chihuahuas. More than 150 chihuahuas of various sizes and mixes race in heats down a 60-foot track on the Wharf's main District Pier, while the action is simulcast on multiple giant video screens. (Let's just say that dogs don't always run in straight lines, or even run, much to the crowd's amusement.) Proceeds from entry fees and special dog-inspired cocktails at Wharf restaurants benefit Rural Dog Rescue. The day also features dog costume contests, a large beer garden, DJs and an adoptable dog parade. 2-5 p.m. Free.
Adams Morgan PorchFest
The streets of Adams Morgan turn into a giant music festival on Saturday afternoon, with more than 100 acts performing on rowhouse stoops, in public parks, on restaurant patios and in the middle of 18th Street. You might have heard some of the bands at local clubs -- veteran punks the Goons, Irish-Latin fusion La Unica, queer pop quintet Historically Close Friends -- but the best advice is to nab your friends, get something to eat and/or drink, and wander the streets until something grabs your ear, whether that's a singer-songwriter or a '90s cover band. If you're not feeling it in a few minutes, move on. This year, 18th Street will be closed from Columbia Road to Vernon Street -- essentially at U Street -- to create an even bigger block party vibe. Pick up a free wristband at one of the information booths to unlock deals at dozens of neighborhood restaurants and shops, such as $1 beers at Shenanigans, $5 hot dogs and beers at Easy Tiger, $5 seltzers and margaritas at Town Tavern, $10 cocktails at Tiki on 18th, and a $15 empanadas-and-margarita combo at El Tamarindo. 2-6 p.m. Free.
Carousel Day at Glen Echo Park
The former Glen Echo Amusement Park is home to theaters, artist studios and galleries, and the art deco Spanish Ballroom. But its most beloved attraction is the Dentzel Carousel, which was installed at the park more than a century ago. There are 52 hand carved animals to ride, from bounding horses to rabbits, an ostrich, a deer and a lion. The Wurlitzer Band Organ is celebrating its 100th year of playing music from rare paper rolls. Saturday is the first day of operations this season, celebrated as Carousel Day. Rides are $2 each or $5 for an all-day pass, but there's much more happening throughout the park. The day begins with a parade and maypole dance, and there are concerts with Clarence "The Bluesman" Turner, the jazzy Eric Byrd Trio and Sole Defined in the Spanish Ballroom or at the outdoor Bumper Car Pavilion. Watch performances by dance groups, including the National Hand Dance Association, and try hand dancing during a free class. Kids can make carousel crowns and screen print their own carousel-themed fans, while organ grinders perform. Art galleries are open for demonstrations, including pottery and glassblowing, as well as browsing. National Park Service rangers will reveal the carousel's role in the civil rights movement with specially themed tours. Outside of carousel rides, all activities are free. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free.
D.C. Citywide Truck Touch at RFK Stadium
If your child is fascinated by dump trucks, snowplows, fire engines and other big, heavy vehicles, RFK Stadium is the place to be. The D.C. Citywide Truck Touch, an annual event since 2007, brings together more than 30 trucks used by multiple D.C. agencies to repair city streets and provide emergency services. Kids can climb inside the cabs to grip the steering wheel and honk the horn. There are games, crafts and inflatable attractions, and the annual EV Grand Prix, which features student-built electric vehicles navigating a racetrack. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Bourbon and Bluegrass at President Lincoln's Cottage
The lawn of the humble cottage where President Abraham Lincoln spent his D.C. summers hosts a two-day music festival each May to raise money for the preservation of the building and grounds. Both Saturday and Sunday are headlined by Grammy-winning banjo player Allison Brown, whose expansive take on bluegrass encompasses elements of Celtic, Latin, folk and soul, but the supporting cast changes each day, and includes standouts like award-winning roots singer and multi-instrumentalist Jake Blount, whose recent work fuses spirituals and warnings about climate disaster (Saturday) and "old-time American music" evangelist Hubby Jenkins, who was a member of the Carolina Chocolate Drops and Rhiannon Giddens' band (Sunday). As the name implies, there's whiskey to taste -- two drink tickets are included in each ticket -- as well as walking tours around the exterior of the cottage. Honestly, we think Abe would approve. Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. Single day tickets: $50-$70 for adults; $35 ages 7 to 20; Free for ages 6 and younger. Two-day tickets: $75-$115 adults; $50 ages 7 to 20; Free for ages 6 and younger.
Kentucky Derby viewing parties
You don't have to be in Louisville to don big hats and seersucker jackets and watch the first race of the Triple Crown: Plenty of D.C. bars provide the option to dress up and cheer for your thoroughbred of choice with an icy mint julep in hand. Wherever you go, remember that post time is at 6:57, so you want to be in place well before that. The rooftop deck at Jack Rose has been hosting Derby parties for 14 years, and doors open at 3 p.m. at the Adams Morgan whiskey bar for an a la carte menu with bourbon-based cocktails, hors d'oeuvres and, in previous years, guides to the horses. Reservations are available in the downstairs saloon for $49, which includes guaranteed seats, a mint julep and a platter of snacks (jackrosediningsaloon.com). Capitol Hill's Barrel has a best-dressed contest and free bourbon tastings at its free party, to go along with bourbon-based cocktails and a special fried chicken bucket with sides. Doors open at 3 p.m. (barreldc.com). The Salamander Hotel's Run for the Roses party includes DJs, hors d'oeuvres, and an outdoor area with yard games, all between 4 and 9 p.m. There are multiple contests, including prizes for the best dressed couple and best hat. Admission is $50, or $150 with an optional open bar (eventnoire.com). The Red Derby is your less fancy option -- the Columbia Heights bar has $3.50 bourbon shots and $7 mint juleps beginning at 5 p.m., and owner Sasha Carter promises a julep on the house for anyone wearing "spectacular hats and fascinators" (redderby.com). Post time 6:57 p.m.
Revolutionary War Weekend at Mount Vernon
This year Mount Vernon is leaning into George Washington's leadership of the Continental Army, unveiling the Patriot's Path, a simulated Revolutionary War encampment in the 12-Acre Field on the mansion grounds, and hosting pop-up talks about topics like cooking or nursing during the war. The Revolutionary War Weekend is a bigger version, with American, Redcoat and Hessian troops drilling and demonstrating tactics, including firing artillery. There will be chances to tour the different army camps, talking to surgeons, doctors and laundresses; and to walk through a replica of Washington's personal war tent, which is on display at the Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia. Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette will address the crowd, too. Beyond the military, there are story times for children, craft-making demonstrations, and a marketplace with 18th-century-inspired clothes, jewelry, soap and food. If you don't want to drive, a shuttle is offered from the King Street Metro Station. Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $35 adults; $22 ages 6 to 11; Free for children age 5 and younger.
Sound Scene 2026 at the Hirshhorn
The Hirshhorn's annual experimental audio arts festival is a riot of experiences. Visitors interact with the multisensory art by trying on "wearable organ sculptures," looking into talking mirrors, opening drawers or just moving around sculptures, while artists make statements about ecology, beauty and togetherness. Performances occur both days on the Hirshhorn's outdoor stage and inside the museum's auditorium, utilizing found percussion, projections and digitally manipulated sound to create new art. More than 19,000 people explored the museum during last year's event. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Sligo Creek Fest at Sligo-Dennis Avenue Park
The Sligo Creek Parkway in Silver Spring closes to traffic on Saturday to become a street festival for all ages. There are three stages of music, including one just for the little ones with performances by Rocknoceros and Culture Queen. Kids can play on large inflatables, climb trees, ride bikes and try double-dutch. Representatives from Montgomery Parks show off electrofishing and community gardens (with giveaways). A food and beer garden features drinks from six Montgomery County breweries and a variety of local restaurants, such as Silver and Sons BBQ, Tacos El Pariente and Catalyst Hot Dogs. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Nu Androids: Anjunadeep Open Air on the Great Lawn at the Parks at Walter Reed
A collaboration between D.C. electronic music promoters and placemakers Nu Androids and London-based deep-house label Anjunadeep brings a full day of music to the grassy, bowl-shaped Great Lawn of the Parks at Walter Reed development, headlined by Anjunadeep stalwarts Marsh, known for his melodic approach to house music, and Hana. 3 to 9 p.m. $68.10. VIP $170.25. 21 and over only.
Messick's Farm Market Strawberry Festival
Head to Fauquier County for strawberry picking and much more at Messick's Farm Market's annual Strawberry Festival. Admission covers the Bealeton, Md., farm's various kid-centric attractions, such as a zip line, petting zoo, a candy cannon and hayrides. Through May 25. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15 general admission; $10 adults ages 55 and older; free for children ages 3 and younger.
Margaritas That Pay You Back Day Party at Elegancia
Margarita deals are running rampant as we approach Cinco de Mayo, and Elegancia is celebrating it with a day party that literally pays you back. Order one of four $15 margs and a snack, you'll get a $10 reward when they upload their receipts at the end of the night. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Rosslyn Spring Market at the NOW Pop-Up Park
This year's spring market in Rosslyn is targeted toward book lovers -- or those who haven't  purchased a Mother's Day gift -- who could benefit from the chance to peruse bookmarks, a large book sale and flowers. Turning the Page, Friends of Urban Agriculture, Typewriter Poet and Rossana's coffee truck are a few of the seasonal vendors scheduled to pop up this year. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Dmize at Pieshop
Hardcore punk has a particular ability to unite past, present and future in the cleansing power of the pit, like at an upcoming show featuring New York hardcore OGs Dmize, buzzy Baltimore upstarts the S.E.T., and newcomers from D.C. and Virginia in Sluggo and Junkhead, respectively. The S.E.T.'s debut, "Self Evident Truth," is chock-full of anthems built for the moment. 8 p.m. $24.54-$27.11.
Miami F1 watch party at F1 Arcade and Hi-Lawn
The Formula One season has been on hold for the past month after the Bahrain and Saudi Arabian Grands Prix races were canceled "due to the ongoing situation in the Middle East region." The McLaren, Mercedes and Ferrari teams are back in action this weekend at the Miami Grand Prix, and there's a two-stage party to celebrate at Union Market. First, head to the rooftop Hi-Lawn to join Adobo DMV's DJ Pedro Night, whose sets draw from bachata, Afrobeats, reggaeton, hip-hop, salsa, go-go and whatever else makes the crowd move. (1 to 4 p.m. Free with RSVP.) The race begins at 4 p.m., but the doors at the F1 Arcade open at 3 so F1 fans can take turns challenging themselves on the arcade's racing simulators before cheering for their favorite drivers. General admission tickets include unlimited use of the simulators before and during the Grand Prix; Grandstand tickets add unlimited food and drinks and designated seating. (3 to 6 p.m. $44.10-$152.07.)
Laterras R. Whitfield's 'Student of Love' Talk at MLK Library
The award-winning host of the "Dear Future Wifey Podcast," Laterras R. Whitfield stops by the Martin Luther King Jr. Library to speak about all things love, health and relationships -- and the debut of his book, "Student of Love." Whitfield, known  to have an intense internet presence, invites those single, married, dating or in-between to engage in a conversation moderated by WUSA9 news anchor Allison Seymour. 2 to 4 p.m. Free; registration requested.
Tregaron Meadow Concert at the Tregaron Conservancy
Margarita deals are running rampant as we approach Cinco de Mayo, and Elegancia is celebrating it with a day party that literally pays you back. Order one of four $15 margs and a snack, you'll get a $10 reward when they upload their receip at the end of the night. er's jazz trio and vocalist Kendall!. Picnics, blankets and folding chairs are welcome at the relaxing all-ages concert, though dogs must remain leashed. 3 p.m. Free.
True Laurel pop-up at Silver Lyan
San Francisco's True Laurel cocktail bar was ranked 14th on the recent list of North America's 50 Best Bars, with judges citing the bar's use of "science-forward, complex drinks" that take advantage of foraged and regional ingredients -- a glance at recent menus reveals cocktails containing "green pine cone distillate," "California Bay tincture" and "Islais Creek leaf." Be ready for members of the True Laurel team to bring a true taste of the West Coast to D.C. during a one-night-only pop-up at Silver Lyan as part of the Penn Quarter bar's "Sunday Lyan" series. 5 to 9 p.m. Free; drink prices vary.
Dungeons & Drafthouse at Alamo Drafthouse in Crystal City
Game designers Ernest Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson created the beloved fantasy role-playing game "Dungeons and Dragons" in 1974. Now, the game has reached an estimated 50 million players. Whether you're a beginner just adding to this number, or a veteran who has been playing for years, Alamo Drafthouse invites you to battle it out over drafts at their Crystal City location. Your group will first arrive in a druidic village but with the help of experienced dungeon masters and helpers from Dungeon in a Box, you'll leave with knowledge or new memories. No need to bring your own dice or sheets. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
May Cookie Swap and Conversation with Domenica Marchetti at Bold Fork Books
For those keeping their favorite Italian cookie recipes locked in a drawer or bookmarked in the depths of TikTok saves, you have been summoned by Bold Fork Books to cookie swap in Mount Pleasant. Each guest will prepare a batch of two dozen cookies from one of Domenica Marchetti's recipes, as the author of six Italian home cooking books -- including the new "Italian Cookies" -- will be in attendance to talk more about all things cookies. You'll trade your batch with others, and take two dozen home. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $16-$40.
Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo celebrates the Mexican victory over the French in the 1862 Battle of the Puebla. The D.C. area has geared up for the usual festivities centered around tacos and margaritas, beginning with a barbecue hosted by Hi/Fi Tex-Mex BBQ at Del Ray in Virginia, featuring classic margs as well as a specially brewed lager and smoked bites to snack on as the sun sets. (4:30 to 10 p.m. Free.) If Virginia is too far for your version of a tequila fest, Roofer's Union in Adams Morgan is hosting a $35 open bar, including wine, beer and cocktails with a live band. (6:30 to 11:30 p.m. $35.) Also on 18th Steet, Air will also host their fourth annual margarita fest, where they will display 10 flavors of margaritas, both chilled and frozen with a menu of protein tacos. (5 p.m. to 12 a.m. Free.)
Toro Bar in Columbia Heights opens at 5 p.m. with happy hour until 9 p.m. and a rotating crew of DJs all night. Drink specials include $4 tequila shots, $6 margaritas and $10 micheladas. (5 p.m. Free.) In Dupont Circle, Cafe Citron, where there's an extended happy hour every night from May 5 through 9, with $7 Margaritas, $12 Modelo and a shot combos and other specials. On Cinco de Mayo only, the bar is hosting a "Mr. Mariachi" mustache contest with prizes. (7 to 10 p.m. Free.) Head west to Casta's in Foggy Bottom for a mariachi band from 6 to 7 p.m. and music by Chicha Morada from 7 to 9 before a DJ takes over. From 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., there are specials like $5 shots, $5 frozen margaritas, $5 beers and an $11 taco platter. (11 a.m. to midnight. Free.)
Capitol Hill's Los Caballeros is moving its usual happy hour earlier, starting at 11 a.m. for $10 margaritas, $6 beers and $5 tacos. (11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.) Moving away from the typical holiday drink of tequila, the Wine Concierge invites guests to a night of cocktail making on H Street NE. (6 to 9 p.m. $40.)
The Flatliners at Pearl Street Warehouse
Canadian outfit the Flatliners picks up the baton from punk stalwarts like Rancid and NOFX with its straight-ahead, sing-along style. The band is touring in support of forthcoming album "Cold World," while headliners and fellow road warriors A Wilhelm Scream are as precise and punchy as ever on "Cheap Heat." 8 p.m. $34.
Tannins and Tiles at Lucky Danger
Combining mah-jongg and wine tasting is a natural for chef Tim Ma's Chinatown restaurant which boasts a popular mah-jongg parlor behind the restaurant. The introductory mah-jongg class is sold out, but more experienced players can get a ticket for the tasting, which includes four pours from Napa's McKenzie Mueller winery, paired with light snacks from Lucky Danger's menu. 7 p.m. $45.
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Arts & Entertainment
Miro helped shape modern art. The U.S. helped shape Miro. 
The Phillips Collection's "Miro and the United States" exhibition highlights creative exchanges between Catalan modernist Joan Miro and U.S.-based artists.

(AP)


By Vanessa Larson | 2026-04-29

Catalan modernist Joan Miro puts the final touch on a sculpture in 1967 that was immersed in the Mediterranean Sea in the French Riviera. (AP)


Amid a range of U.S.-focused cultural events this year commemorating America's 250th, the Phillips Collection has taken a different approach, staging an extensive exhibition on the Catalan modernist Joan Miro -- viewed through the lens of his creative interactions with more than 30 U.S. artists.
That framing makes for an engaging showcase of dozens of Miro's paintings and sculptures, along with works by other significant 20th-century artists, including Alexander Calder, Jackson Pollock, Lee Krasner and Mark Rothko. The Phillips organized "Miro and the United States" jointly with the Fundacio Joan Miro, which hosted its own version of the show in the fall in his birthplace, Barcelona.
The exhibition highlights exchanges between Miro and his U.S.-based counterparts during seven visits between the 1940s and '60s, positing that these connections significantly shaped modern art on both sides of the Atlantic.
U.S. art circles were introduced to Miro in 1926, when two of his paintings, including the doodle-like "Somersault," on view at the Phillips, were shown at the Brooklyn Museum. Miro wasn't an immediate success -- some critics found his surrealism baffling -- but his first U.S. museum retrospective, at New York's Museum of Modern Art in 1941, helped bring him wide acclaim.

Miro's "Ciphers and Constellations in Love With a Woman," one of the works from his "Constellations" series of small gouache and oil works on paper. (Successio Miro/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York/ADAGP, Paris 2026)


By 1945, when the Pierre Matisse Gallery (established by Henri Matisse's son) in New York presented Miro's "Constellations," a series of small gouache and oil works on paper, every piece sold. Vogue magazine even staged a fashion shoot at the show, according to archival materials included in the Phillips exhibition.
"Constellations" was so popular that Miro later produced a limited-edition set of prints of the 23 originals. The prints, which fill a room at the Phillips, evince an incredible joy for life with their bright compositions of shapes and forms strung together by flowing lines, as well as with whimsical titles such as "People at Night Guided by the Phosphorescent Tracks of Snails."
"Miro and the United States" traces how multiple U.S. artists working in surrealism and abstraction took inspiration from Miro during this period. Krasner, who deemed the "Constellation" pieces "a little miracle," and other abstract expressionists embraced a similar "allover" technique. Examples include Janet Sobel's "Illusion of Solidity" (1945), Pollock's "Eyes in the Heat" (1946) and Krasner's "Untitled [Little Image Painting]" (1947-1948).

Some of the Miro works featured at the Phillips Collection. (Lee Stalsworth)


Arshile Gorky's 1943 "Garden in Sochi," meanwhile, drew heavily from Miro's "Still Life With Old Shoe," which had appeared at MoMA in 1941. Miro, working in 1937 amid the turmoil of the Spanish Civil War, depicts a shoe, bottle, fork and other items, sinuous and distorted as if seen through curved glass. In Gorky's oil painting, hung beside it, Miro's eerie black background becomes a more upbeat off-white, but the household objects, composition, and primary colors of yellow, green and red bear a strong resemblance.
The exhibition also draws connections between Miro's artistic practice and works by Isamu Noguchi, Willem and Elaine de Kooning, and Mexican artist Rufino Tamayo (who lived in New York in the '40s), among others.
Miro didn't visit the U.S. until 1947, arriving in New York on a commission to paint a 30-foot mural for Cincinnati's Terrace Plaza Hotel and staying eight months. The mural, of which an original sketch along with a smaller version of the real thing are on view, encapsulates Miro's style at the time, with colorful shapes and dreamlike forms floating across a pale-blue field.
During that stint and shorter visits up through 1968, Miro developed personal relationships with many U.S.-based artists, and it's clear the influence went both ways. He spoke admiringly of Pollock's "black pourings" from the early '50s, such as "Number 14," displayed at the Phillips.

Standing on the rooftop terrace of a New York apartment, Joan Miro, his wife, Pilar Juncosa, their daughter, Maria Dolors, and artist Louise Bourgeois hold a canvas that Miro created for a 1947 exhibit in Paris. (Successio Miro /Easton Foundation, 2026)


At the Atelier 17 printmaking studio in New York, Miro became acquainted with Louise Bourgeois, two of whose elongated, vaguely anthropomorphic abstract sculptures in painted metal, "Listening One" (1947) and "Untitled" (1947-1949), are in the show. They are echoed in three lithe wooden and metal "Majesty" sculptures created by Miro nearly 30 years later, arranged on the Phillips's second-floor landing.
Calder, who met Miro in Paris in 1928, launching a decades-long friendship, is the best-represented U.S. artist, with five pieces, including a hanging wire portrait he made of Miro in 1930. (In 2004, the Phillips organized an entire show on their relationship, "Calder, Miro.")
"Black Polygons" and "Red Polygons," two delicate Calder mobiles suspended at the entrance to the exhibition, appear almost like 3D manifestations of Miro's biomorphic shapes connected by swirling painted lines -- but the reverse could be said, too: Miro's canvases at times look like two-dimensional incarnations of Calder's works. "Miro and the United States," it may be said, makes a powerful argument for artistic exchange.
Miro and the United States Through July 5 at the Phillips Collection, 1600 21st St. NW. phillipscollection.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/2026/04/29/miro-phillips-exhibition-modernism/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      White House

      Latest news and coverage of the White House.


      
        Trump hosts Artemis astronauts, as he eyes more trips to the moon -- and Mars
        Dan Diamond

        The president celebrated investments he made in his first term that needed years to pay off, as he continues to seek what he has called "American dominance in space."

      

      
        
          	
            Entertainment
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	



White House
Trump hosts Artemis astronauts, as he eyes more trips to the moon -- and Mars
The president celebrated investments he made in his first term that needed years to pay off, as he continues to seek what he has called "American dominance in space."

President Donald Trump with Artemis II astronauts, from left, Victor Glover, Christina Koch, Reid Wiseman and Jeremy Hansen in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


By Dan Diamond | 2026-04-29
In his first term, President Donald Trump set his eyes on America's "next frontier": the moon, Mars and beyond.
"We will ensure a future of American dominance in space," Trump said in a May 2020 speech at NASA's Kennedy Space Center. The first-term president reestablished a White House space council, issued directives intended to jump-start U.S. space policy and urged Congress to fully fund his planned Artemis program, which would return American astronauts to the moon.
Now, some of Trump's first-term space goals are becoming second-term realities, thanks in part to the four-year gap between his two administrations that allowed time for the initiatives to take root.
Trump hosted the four astronauts from the Artemis II mission in the Oval Office on Wednesday afternoon, three weeks after the NASA-led crew made history by flying the farthest distance from Earth by any humans.
The president has repeatedly touted the astronauts' lunar flyby as a symbol of American ingenuity -- as well as a stepping stone. NASA has planned three more Artemis missions before Trump's term ends, including two trips to the moon in 2028. The second of those trips is intended to begin construction on a permanent lunar base, which Trump has said will help position the United States to eventually land astronauts on Mars.
"I like space, you know," Trump said Wednesday, flanked by the four Artemis II astronauts -- pilot Victor Glover, commander Reid Wiseman, and mission specialists Jeremy Hansen and Christina Koch -- and NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman. A model of NASA's proposed Space Reactor-1 Freedom, a nuclear-powered spacecraft that would be used to reach Mars, sat on the Resolute Desk in front of Trump.
The president also touted his first-term creation of a U.S. Space Force, a distinct military branch focused on space operations. "It's going to turn out to be one of our most important things," Trump said.
Space politics have helped shape Trump's two terms in Washington, and not just because of the president's ambitions. Billionaire entrepreneurs focused on the space industry, such as Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos, have increasingly jockeyed for influence with the White House and sought to win major government contracts for their rocket companies.
Musk, who spent at least $288 million to help elect Trump and other Republican candidates in 2024, was initially given wide influence over administration policies last year before a falling out with the president. One factor in that fracture was a fight over who would lead NASA. The president eventually acceded to Musk's wishes and picked his ally Isaacman -- again -- after pulling Isaacman's first nomination. Musk has since patched his relationship with Trump, and his company SpaceX is working to prove it is capable of carrying out a crewed Artemis mission to the moon.
Bezos, who owns The Washington Post, has also mended his relationship with Trump after the president repeatedly lambasted Bezos-owned companies in his first term. Since Trump's 2024 election, Bezos has joined him for dinner at the president's Mar-a-Lago estate and at several high-profile events, including Tuesday's state dinner with Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla.
Amazon, one of Bezos's companies, spent tens of millions of dollars to pay for and promote a documentary, "Melania," about the first lady. Meanwhile, his space company, Blue Origin, has ramped up spending on lobbying since Trump's return to office and last year retained Brian Ballard, a Trump-connected lobbyist, to advocate for the company's interests. Blue Origin is vying with SpaceX to potentially support a crewed Artemis mission to the moon.
Other countries are also increasingly focused on growing their space programs, part of a new space race. China has targeted 2030 to land its own astronaut on the moon.
The space program is among the more popular initiatives of Trump's second term, and Democrats have joined Republicans to praise the success of the Artemis II mission. A YouGov poll this month found that 58 percent of Americans had positive views of the mission, with just 6 percent opposed, and the remainder neutral or unsure. Three-quarters of Americans also said they had pride in the U.S. space program, according to an Ipsos poll this month.
Democrats have been unhappy with the Trump administration's broader stewardship of NASA, however, criticizing decisions that led to thousands of civilian workers leaving the agency last year, and pledging to block new plans to cut the agency's science funding. The frustrations spilled out this week in congressional hearings with Isaacman, who was on Capitol Hill to defend the administration's proposed budget.
"NASA was left adrift in 2025 with political leaders who actively harmed NASA's missions and set the agency back years by creating a massive brain drain," Rep. Grace Meng (D-New York) told Isaacman on Monday, lamenting the Trump administration's decisions. "No one up here holds you responsible for what happened before you were confirmed ... but you must clean it up."
Isaacman said the administration's planned budget cuts would lead to a more narrowly focused, efficient NASA. He also warned that the vision of American space dominance was far from assured, given global competition.
"What you just saw Artemis II pull off, you're going to see the Chinese do in the not-too-distant future," he said.
In the Oval Office on Wednesday, Isaacman and Trump said they were optimistic that American astronauts could return to the moon by 2028.
"We're back in the business of launching moon rockets with frequency," the NASA chief said.
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