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    Hungary returns a seized cash and gold shipment worth $82 million to Ukraine




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy makes statements as he arrives for the EU Summit in Ayia Napa, Cyprus, Thursday, April 23, 2026. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)]
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- A shipment of Ukrainian cash and gold worth around $82 million that Hungary seized earlier this year has been returned to Ukraine's state Oschadbank, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Wednesday.
The seizure of the valuables, which were being transported through Hungary by two armored cars when Hungarian counter-terrorism authorities detained them on March 5, caused outrage in Ukraine, where officials accused Hungary's pro-Russian government of acting illegally, and of using the seizure as a tool in Prime Minister Viktor Orban's anti-Ukraine election campaign.
The neighboring countries had already been in a bitter feud over Hungary's access to Russian oil through a pipeline that crosses Ukrainian territory.
But on Wednesday, Zelenskyy wrote on social media that the return of the valuables represented "an important step in relations with Hungary" after Orban was defeated in a landslide election last month that has raised hopes the incoming government will pursue a less antagonistic policy toward Kyiv.

    
"I am grateful to Hungary for its constructive approach and civilized step," Zelenskyy wrote. "I thank everyone on Ukraine's team who fought for a fair decision and defended the interests of our state and our people."



    
        




    




At the time of the seizure, Hungarian authorities said they suspected money laundering, and Orban ordered that the shipment -- which included $40 million and 35 million euros in cash, as well as 9 kilograms (19.8 pounds) of gold -- be held in custody for up to 60 days while his country's tax authority investigated.

    
    
    
Hungary's tax authority did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The Ukrainian bank employees traveling with the shipment were held by Hungarian authorities for over 24 hours before being expelled from the country.
Ukrainian officials said the shipment was a routine transfer of assets between state banks, and accused Orban's government of blackmailing Kyiv to try and pressure it to restore interrupted shipments of Russian oil through the Druzhba pipeline, which had been damaged by a Russian drone strike.

    
But Orban ordered the tax authority to determine the origin, destination and intended use of the shipment, as well as the identity of the seven expelled Ukrainians "and their possible links to criminal or terrorist organizations."
Orban also suggested without providing evidence the shipment may have been intended to fund his primary political opponent, the center-right Tisza party, which ultimately won with a two-thirds majority in parliament during last month's election.

Orban's government had blocked a major, 90-billion euro ($106-billion) European Union loan to Ukraine over the interruption of Russian oil via the Druzhba. But once those flows resumed following Orban's electoral defeat, Hungary lifted its veto and allowed the loan to go through.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hungary-ukraine-cash-gold-shipment-zelenskyy-c6181fc0aec462e05cce8781a993aa97



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Poland warns Russia is moving from low-cost recruits to professional sabotage cells




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A taxi in front of the Russian Embassy in Warsaw, Poland, Monday, March 26, 2018. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Russia is shifting from individual recruits to 'professional' networks to carry out a campaign of sabotage and other attacks across Europe, Poland's internal security service said in a report published Wednesday.
European officials and law enforcement have previously warned that Russia is waging a hybrid war against Europe, including sabotage, arson attacks, and vandalism, as well as influence operations. The Associated Press has tracked more than 150 such incidents linked to Moscow by Western officials since the invasion of Ukraine.
Many of the people involved were recruited online as disposable agents and some had no idea they were working for Moscow. Russia is now moving away from using those low-cost, one-time recruits toward more "professional" operations, tapping into organized crime networks, according to the report published on Wednesday by the Internal Security Agency, or ABW.

    
Poland has conducted as many espionage investigations in the past two years as it did over the previous three decades, ABW said, noting that 62 people have been arrested.
Those espionage efforts are part of Russia's "undeclared war with the Western world," ABW said, in which "Russian intelligence is increasingly using methods typical of special forces (reconnaissance and sabotage)."



    
        




    




In 2024 and 2025, 69 espionage investigations were initiated, the same total number as between 1991 and 2023, ABW reported. 

    
    
    
"The long-term goal of the Russian Federation remains the disintegration of Euro-Atlantic structures, the isolation of specific countries and their internal socio-political and economic destabilization," the report stated. While Poland was primarily targeted by Russia, some of the espionage activities were also dictated by Belarus' secret services, which are "closely cooperating" with Moscow, as well as by China.
The "mass surveillance" operations in Poland are meant to set the ground for acts of diversion, which ABW considers "the most serious challenge" it faces. Russian intelligence services, who are escalating their actions in Poland, are accepting the possibility of "occurrence of fatalities," the Polish agency observed.

    
ABW also noted an increasing "professionalization" of Russian sabotage activities in 2024-2025. According to the agency, in 2023, Russian services were still basing their operations mainly on so-called one-time agents, recruited ad hoc via the internet. That is a model that Russia is thought to have expanded following the expulsion of its intelligence officers by Western European countries after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 
In 2024-2025, however, Russia placed greater emphasis on the creation of "complex sabotage cells" relying on "the closed structures of organized crime," ABW noted. 
"Russians prefer individuals with experience in law enforcement (e.g., former soldiers, police officers, mercenaries from the Wagner Group)," the report said. 
ABW added that Russian services had also intensified training conducted on the territory of Russia itself, aimed at "professionally preparing agents for terrorist activities."

In November 2025, Poland faced what Prime Minister Donald Tusk called an "unprecedented act of sabotage," when explosions and other malfunctions on a section of railway line used for deliveries to Ukraine affected two trains, including a passenger train. There were no casualties. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/poland-russia-belarus-sabotage-espionage-hybrid-war-2a61859813d885423a1aca37cb0e61fd
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    Dozens of passengers left hantavirus-stricken cruise ship after 1st fatality
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            A cruise ship linked to a deadly hantavirus outbreak departed Praia, Cape Verde, on Wednesday with nearly 150 passengers and crew on board, continuing its journey toward Spain's Canary Islands as health authorities raced to contain the spread of the disease.
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            A top epidemic expert at the U.N. health agency said Wednesday that the hantavirus outbreak is not the next COVID pandemic. The vessel at the center of a deadly outbreak remained off Cape Verde with nearly 150 people on board waiting to head to Spain's Canary Islands.
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            Giulia Gallo, Postdoctoral Scientist in the Viral Glycoproteins Group at The Pirbright Institute told The Associated Press that "the most important thing is not to create panic" as the transmission rate for the virus is very low. Three passengers have died and several others have been sickened by hantavirus on board the Dutch-flagged MV Hondius cruise ship, which is stuck off the coast of Cape Verde with nearly 150 people on board and was waiting Wednesday to head to Spain's Canary Islands.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            Daisy Morinigo and David Delgado said they initially thought their 14-year-old son had the flu when he came down with a fever and body aches. Doctors who first saw Rodrigo in the town of San Andres de Giles sent him home with ibuprofen and orders to rest. On January 1, they rushed Rodrigo to intensive care. He died just two hours after a hantavirus test came back positive. (AP video shot by Victor R. Caivano, Nico Deluca and Carlos Antilef)
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            Officials and experts in Argentina are scrambling to determine if their country is the source of a deadly hantavirus outbreak that has gripped an Atlantic cruise. (AP video shot Victor R. Caivano, Nico Deluca and Carlos Antilef)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Health workers in protective gear evacuate patients from the MV Hondius cruise ship into an ambulance at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: The MV Hondius cruise ship departs the port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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[image: Medical personnel in hazmat suits wait for patients, evacuated from the MV Hondius cruise ship with suspected hantavirus infection, at Schiphol airport, Amsterdam, Netherlands, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: Health workers get off the Dutch-flagged MV Hondius, a cruise ship carrying nearly 150 people as it remains off Cape Verde on Monday, May 4, 2026 after three passengers died and several others fell seriously ill in a suspected hantavirus outbreak. (Qasem Elhato via AP)]
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[image: A view of the m/v Hondius Cruise ship anchored at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Monday, May 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Arilson Almeida)]
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            A view of the m/v Hondius Cruise ship anchored at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Monday, May 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Arilson Almeida)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- More than two dozen passengers from at least 12 different countries left a cruise ship hit by a deadly hantavirus outbreak on April 24 without contact tracing, nearly two weeks after the first passenger died on board, the ship operator and Dutch officials said Thursday. 
The news raised concerns that the virus could spread as travelers returned home, although experts say the risk to the wider public is considered low as hantavirus isn't easily transmitted between people.
Even so, the Dutch health ministry said a woman who was not on the ship was being tested for hantavirus and being kept in an isolated ward in an Amsterdam hospital after showing symptoms. The woman was part of a flight crew and had contact with an infected passenger on the plane, it said. 
If the woman tests positive, she could be the first known person not on the MV Hondius to become infected in the outbreak.

    
Health authorities were monitoring people or trying to trace others who may have come into contact with cruise passengers on at least four continents.
Three cruise ship passengers have died in the outbreak, and several others are sick. 



    
        




    




1st hantavirus case on board was confirmed May 2
Three people, including the ship's doctor, were evacuated Wednesday while the ship was near the West African island country of Cape Verde and taken to specialized hospitals in Europe for treatment.
The Netherlands-based cruise ship company had previously said the body of the Dutch man who was the first to die on board on April 11 was taken off the ship on the remote South Atlantic island of St. Helena on April 24, when his wife also disembarked. She then flew to South Africa a day later and died there.

    
    
    
The company said Thursday 29 passengers left the vessel at St. Helena, while the Dutch Foreign Ministry put the number at about 40. The company had not previously acknowledged that dozens more people left the ship at that time. 

    
The first confirmed case of hantavirus in a passenger on the ship was only on May 2, the World Health Organization has previously said. That was in a British man evacuated from the ship to South Africa from Ascension Island three days after the St. Helena stop. He was tested in South Africa and is in intensive care there.
The people who left the ship at St. Helena to return to their home countries were of at least 12 different nationalities, Oceanwide Expeditions said. It said there were also two people whose nationalities were unknown.
Hantavirus usually spreads by the inhalation of contaminated rodent droppings and in rare cases can be transmitted from person to person, according to the World Health Organization, whose top epidemic expert said the risk to the public is low.
Symptoms usually show between one and eight weeks after exposure.
It emerged Wednesday that a man tested positive for hantavirus in Switzerland after he also disembarked at St. Helena and flew home, though his precise movements aren't clear.
On Thursday, Singaporean health authorities said they were monitoring two men who got off the ship at St. Helena and flew to South Africa and then home. The two elderly men, who arrived in Singapore at different times, were being tested for hantavirus and were isolated at the country's National Center for Infectious Diseases, officials said. 

    
One had a runny nose and the other had no symptoms, Singapore's Communicable Diseases Agency said.
British health officials say two people who were passengers aboard the ship but flew home midway through the journey are self-isolating but do not have symptoms of illness. The U.K. Health Security Agency said "a small number" of contacts of the two are also self-isolating but are not showing any symptoms. Other contacts are being traced.
Authorities in St. Helena, the remote, volcanic British territory in the South Atlantic where passengers got off, said they were monitoring a small number of people who were considered "higher risk contacts." Those higher risk contacts were being told to isolate for 45 days, the St. Helena government said.

    
South Africa is tracing contacts from an April 25 flight
Meanwhile, the vessel is now sailing to Spain's Canary Islands, a voyage that is expected take three or four days, with more than 140 passengers and crew members still on board. 
The body of the third fatality, a German woman, is also still on board the ship after she died on May 2.
Authorities in South Africa are also trying to trace contacts of any passengers who previously got off the ship. They have focused mainly on an April 25 flight from St. Helena to Johannesburg, the day after passengers disembarked there. 
The Dutch woman from the cruise ship who later died in South Africa took that flight, officials have said. It's not known how many other cruise passengers also were among the 88 people on it, but flights from St. Helena go to South Africa and are rare, normally once a week.
Tests have confirmed that at least five people who were on the ship were infected with a hantavirus found in South America, called the Andes virus. It can cause a severe and often fatal lung disease called hantavirus pulmonary syndrome. 

    
Argentina's health ministry said there were 28 deaths from hantavirus last year, up from an average mortality rate of 15 in the five years before that. Nearly a third of cases last year were fatal, it said. 
The Andes strain is the only hantavirus known to spread from human to human.

The ship departed from Argentina and investigations into the source of the outbreak are focusing on that country. The Dutch couple, the first passengers to fall sick, traveled there and elsewhere in South America before boarding the ship, according to WHO.
___
Imray reported from Cape Town, South Africa. AP writer Jill Lawless, in London, contributed. 
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    CNN founder Ted Turner, a brash and outspoken television pioneer, has died at age 87




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    Ted Turner, a brash television pioneer who raced yachts, owned huge chunks of the American West and transformed the news business by launching CNN and introducing the 24-hour cable news cycle, died Wednesday. He was 87. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Ted Turner could never be defined by just one role. He was a media mogul, philanthropist and conservationist. A yachtsman who won boating's most famous race and owner of a baseball team that captured the World Series trophy.
The brash television pioneer who died Wednesday made his greatest mark on the news business when he launched CNN nearly a half-century ago and with it, the 24-hour cable news cycle -- a revolutionary moment that transformed the industry. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Atlanta Braves owner Ted Turner holds up the World Series trophy on the field at Atlanta Fulton County Stadium after the Braves won the 1995 World Series, Oct. 28, 1995, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)]
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His media empire grew to include CNN International, the Cartoon Network, TNT and Turner Classic Movies. Then he used his riches to become one of America's most extensive landowners, dedicating his final years to preserving natural habitats, saving endangered species and reducing nuclear weapons.
Turner died at age 87 while surrounded by his family, according to Turner Enterprises, which oversees his vast businesses and investments. A cause was not released. He was diagnosed in 2018 with Lewy body dementia, a progressive neurological disorder. 
A Southerner with outspoken wit, he earned the nicknames "Captain Outrageous" and "The Mouth of the South" during his youthful years. 
"If only I had a little humility, I'd be perfect," he once bragged.
Turner was a celebrity in his own right when he married actor Jane Fonda in 1991, just before being named Time magazine's Man of the Year.
"He swept into my life, a gloriously handsome, deeply romantic, swashbuckling pirate and I've never been the same," Fonda wrote Wednesday on Instagram. 
Slowed late in life by his illness and long out of the television business, Turner concentrated on philanthropy -- donating a stunning $1 billion to United Nations charities -- and his more than 2 million acres (800,000 hectares) of property, including the nation's largest bison herd. 

    




    
        




    






    
    
    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ted Turner is seen at his desk inside the CNN Center in 1982. (Nancy Mangiafico/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]
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His garrulous personality sometimes overshadowed a driven, risk-taking business acumen. By the time he sold his Turner Broadcasting System to Time Warner Inc. in a 1996 media megadeal, Turner had turned his late father's billboard company into a global conglomerate that included seven major cable networks, three professional sports teams and a pair of hit movie studios.
President Donald Trump on Wednesday called him "one of the Greats of All Time."
The creation of CNN

    
Turner's signature achievement was creating CNN, the first 24-hour, all-news television network in 1980. It was born of frustration -- he often worked late after network newscasts had gone off the air, and was in bed by the time his local stations did their own news.
He took a chance by launching what some called the "chicken noodle network" in the early days of cable television, living in an apartment above its Atlanta office.
"I was going to have to hit hard and move incredibly fast and that's what we did -- move so fast that the (broadcast) networks wouldn't have the time to respond, because they should have done this, not me," Turner recalled in a 2016 interview with The American Academy of Achievement. "But they didn't have the imagination."

    
CNN's breakthrough came during the Gulf War with Iraq in 1991. Most television journalists fled Baghdad. CNN stayed, capturing images of the war's outbreak, with anti-aircraft tracers streaking across the sky and correspondents flinching from the concussion of bombs.
"His first love was family and he had five children. But very close behind, he's always told me that his greatest achievement was CNN. But he had so many over the years," Tom Johnson, CNN's president from 1990 to 2001, told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
Turner was promised a role in CNN after his company's sale to Time Warner for $7.3 billion in stock but was gradually pushed out, much to his regret.
"I made a mistake," he later said. "The mistake I made was losing control of the company."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actress Jane Fonda and CNN founder Ted Turner pose together at the United Nations Foundation Global Leadership Dinner, Nov. 6, 2013, in New York. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)]
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That same year -- 1996 -- saw the birth of Fox News Channel and arrival of a new dominant mogul in cable news, Rupert Murdoch. Turner once compared Murdoch to Adolf Hitler. The bitter rivals later reconciled over environmental concerns.
Warner Bros. Discovery CEO David Zaslav on Wednesday called Turner a visionary and a trailblazer. 

    
"Ted's entrepreneurial spirit, creative ambition and willingness to take risks changed the media industry forever," Zaslav said in a note to employees at Warner, CNN's parent company, which is nearing a mega merger with Paramount.
Building TBS Superstation

Robert Edward Turner III was born Nov. 19, 1938, in Cincinnati. When he was 9, his family moved to Savannah, Georgia. After being expelled from Brown University for sneaking a female student into his room, Turner came to Atlanta to work for his father's billboard company.
His ambitions at that point were broad, he later recalled: "I used to tell people I wanted to become the world's greatest sailor, businessman and lover all at the same time."

    
After his father's 1963 suicide, Turner took over the company. In 1970, he bought an independent UHF station with a signal so weak it didn't even cover Atlanta.
On Dec. 17, 1976, he began transmitting the station to cable systems across the country via satellite. It became TBS Superstation. "It was the start of something bigger than we ever imagined," Turner said.
TBS' collection of old movies and "The Andy Griffith Show" reruns was augmented by Turner's acquisition of baseball's Atlanta Braves, which slowly attracted fans across the nation and declared themselves "America's team."
Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred said Turner transformed how fans experience sports.
In the 1980s, Turner went deeply into debt to buy MGM, another move greeted with skepticism.
But the acquisition gave his company a huge library of vintage movies that eventually launched the TNT and Turner Classic Movies networks. His devotion to older movies earned Turner a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2004. He was also criticized for adding color to classic movies like "Casablanca," which he said he did to appeal to a younger audience.
TBS also acquired the Hanna-Barbera animation library, which led to the Cartoon Network.
"He sees the obvious before most people do," Bob Wright, former president and CEO of NBC, told The New Yorker in 2001. "We all look at the same picture, but Ted sees what you don't see. And after he sees it, it becomes obvious to everybody."
Asked to share the secret to his success, Turner said: "Early to bed, early to rise, work like hell and advertise."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actress and political activist Jane Fonda and media mogul Ted Turner arrive at a party in support of Proposition 128 in Los Angeles on Nov. 6, 1990. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)]
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Acquiring sports teams and land

Married three times, the mustachioed Turner wooed beautiful women with a roguish charm. He was married to Fonda from 1991 to 2001. She quit acting while married to Turner, but tired of his philandering and divorced him, although they remained friends.
"He was sexy. He was brilliant. He had 2 million acres by the time I left. It would have been easy to stay," Fonda once said.
He struck up friendships with world leaders, bonding with Cuban leader Fidel Castro over hunting and arguments about politics. 
Turner's sports empire included professional baseball, basketball and hockey teams in Atlanta, but he was best remembered at the helm of the Braves, turning the perennial doormats into World Series champions in 1995. Their former stadium, built for the 1996 Olympics, was named Ted Turner Field. 
He acquired millions of acres in ranches complete with roaming buffalo. He spoke often of reviving the West's bison herds, and in 2002 started a restaurant chain serving bison burgers, Ted's Montana Grill.
Forbes estimated his net worth at $2.8 billion at the time of his death.
He had enough time, and money, to devote his energy to such lofty goals as promoting world peace and protecting the environment.
"See, my life is more an adventure than a quest to make money. Adventure is going out and doing something for the pure hell of it," Turner once said. "You just want to see if you can do it, period. There's no thought of gain other than your own satisfaction."
'The Mouth of the South'

Through the years, Turner's antics occasionally overshadowed his business activities.
Fresh from skippering his boat "Courageous" to the 1977 America's Cup title, a very inebriated Turner was captured by TV cameras stretched out on the floor at the victory celebration.
Turner managed to insult many with his shoot-from-the-lip style. An atheist since his only sister died of lupus at age 17, he called Christians "losers" and "Jesus freaks," later apologizing.
He once suggested in a speech that unemployed Black people be used to haul mobile missiles with ropes "like the Egyptians building the pyramids." He said he was joking after civil rights leaders demanded an apology. And he once told an audience in Berlin that "you Germans had a bad century." 
"You were on the wrong side of two wars. You were the losers. I know what that's like. When I bought the Atlanta Braves, we couldn't win, either. You guys can turn it around. You can start making the right choices. If the Atlanta Braves could do it, then Germany can do it," Turner said, according to The New Yorker.
Dedication to humanitarian causes

Turner's 1997 pledge to give $100 million a year for 10 years to United Nations charities made him a leader in American philanthropy. He made good on his promise even as his fortune shrank after the AOL Time Warner merger, calling it the best hope for peace.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday called Turner "a visionary whose conviction, generosity and audacious spirit left a lasting imprint on the United Nations and our world."
Turner promoted a range of humanitarian causes. He joined former U.S. Sen. Sam Nunn to start the nonprofit Nuclear Threat Initiative.
"If I had to predict, the way things are going, I'd say the chances are about 50-50 that humanity will be extinct in 50 years," Turner said in 2003. "Weapons of mass destruction, disease, I mean this global warming is scaring the living daylights out of me."
___

Bauder, a longtime media writer who retired from The Associated Press in 2026, was the principal writer of this story. Seewer reported from Toledo, Ohio. Former Associated Press correspondent Ryan Nakashima and AP writers R.J. Rico in Atlanta, Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations and Susan Montoya Bryan in Albuquerque, New Mexico, contributed.
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    A note a former cellmate says he found after Epstein's suspected suicide attempt is released




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This document, released Wednesday, May 6, 2026, by the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York, shows a note that Jeffrey Epstein's former cellmate said he found after Epstein's reported suicide attempt in July 2019. (U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York via AP)]
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[image: This March 28, 2017, photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A note Jeffrey Epstein's former cellmate claimed he found after the millionaire sex offender's first suspected jail suicide attempt was made public Wednesday, years after being sealed and locked in a courthouse vault as part of an unrelated legal dispute.
U.S. District Judge Kenneth Karas in White Plains, New York, ordered the release of the note after The New York Times asked him last week to unseal it and other documents in a case involving the former cellmate, Nicholas Tartaglione. Federal prosecutors did not oppose the request.
Few people had known about the note until Tartaglione, a former police officer serving a life sentence for killing four people, mentioned it last year on writer Jessica Reed Kraus' podcast.
Tartaglione claimed he discovered the note in a book after Epstein was found on the floor of their cell at a Manhattan federal jail on July 23, 2019, with a strip of bedsheet around the financier's neck. That was about three weeks before Epstein was found dead in his cell in what authorities concluded was a suicide.

    
"They investigated me for month -- found nothing!!!" said the short note, which is hard to decipher in some places. "It is a treat to be able to choose" the "time to say goodbye," the note continues. "Watcha want me to do -- Bust out cryin!!"
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What to know about the Justice Department's Epstein files
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]
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[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]
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366

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"NO FUN," the note concludes, with those words underlined. "NOT WORTH IT!!"

    
    
    
It is unclear who wrote the note Tartaglione claimed to have found. It wasn't mentioned in the lengthy government reports examining the circumstances of Epstein's death, nor did it surface in the Justice Department's recent release of files on the late financier.
In a written ruling, Karas said he weighed the privacy interests of third parties, including Epstein, before ruling to release the note. He said existing case law suggests that privacy interests of a deceased person, such as Epstein, "are vastly reduced and disclosure of the deceased's information is unlikely to 'work a concrete harm.'"

    
According to jail records, Epstein had friction marks and skin irritation on his neck from the suspected July 23 attempt. Jail officers said he was breathing heavily but responsive. One officer reported at the time that Epstein said he believed Tartaglione had tried to kill him, according to a memo included in the Justice Department's files.
Jail officials placed Epstein on suicide watch for 31 hours after the incident before downgrading him to psychiatric observation -- his status when he killed himself. According to jail records, he denied trying to harm himself, telling a jail psychologist that suicide was against his Jewish religion and that he was a "coward" who didn't like pain.
A chronology included in the files states that Tartaglione told his lawyer about the note four days after the suspected July 23 attempt. The note was later submitted as evidence in Tartaglione's criminal case and was placed under seal amid a dispute over his legal representation.
Both men were interviewed by jail personnel on July 31, 2019, according to jail records. 

    
Epstein said he had never had any issues with Tartaglione, wasn't threatened by him and didn't "want to make up something that isn't there." Tartaglione said he didn't have any issues being Epstein's cellmate, though he said they kept their conversations to a minimum. On July 23, he said, he thought Epstein was having a heart attack because his eyes were open and he appeared to be snoring.
Epstein and Tartaglione shared a cell for about two weeks, beginning soon after Epstein's July 6, 2019, arrest and ending with the suspected suicide attempt. Both were awaiting trials -- Epstein on sex trafficking charges and Tartaglione on charges that in 2016 he killed four men, including a man he tortured and strangled over stolen drug money.
Tartaglione, who had been an officer in the Hudson River Valley village of Briarcliff Manor, was convicted in 2023. He is currently incarcerated at a federal penitentiary in California and has petitioned President Donald Trump for a pardon.

    
Epstein was without a cellmate when he was found dead at the Metropolitan Correctional Center in Manhattan, on Aug. 10, 2019. Authorities have pointed to a series of missteps by jail personnel -- including browsing the internet and sleeping when they should've been checking on Epstein -- for allowing him to take his own life.
Officials said they found a handwritten note in Epstein's cell at the time of his death, but that it didn't appear to be a suicide note. Rather, they said, it appeared to be a list of grievances about conditions at the jail, including about food, showers and the presence of bugs.
___

EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org
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    Georgia officials knew chemicals from carpet mills were polluting local water. The people did not




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stormy Bost stands on her porch in Calhoun, Ga., on March 29, 2026. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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                                        CALHOUN, Ga. (AP) -- Growing up in northwest Georgia, Stormy Bost lived her life in the water. During summers she plucked crawdads from the neighborhood creek and played in its cool depths, racing home for dinner to beat the setting sun.
Waiting for her were pitchers of sweet tea, which her family brewed using tap water.
"Your family's going through a gallon every day or two, and it's cheap," Bost said. "But it comes from the faucet."
As a parent, Bost made sweet tea the same way for her own children -- until a few years ago when she learned the local tap water contained toxic chemicals called PFAS.
Bost and her husband are raising two daughters in Calhoun, the same small river town dominated by the region's multibillion-dollar carpet industry where she was reared. For decades, textile mills relied on PFAS in popular brands like Stainmaster and Scotchgard for stain resistance. Some of the chemicals that didn't stick on carpets were flushed with the industry's wastewater into local sewer pipes and, eventually, the region's rivers.
The same odorless, colorless chemicals in tap water here have accumulated in Bost's body, blood tests show. Her PFAS levels are higher than national health guidelines consider safe and, at 34, she has been diagnosed with liver and thyroid conditions -- the types of ailments that research has linked to PFAS.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emelia Pierce, 14, pours a glass of store-bought sweet tea while talking with her mother, Stormy Bost, in their kitchen in Calhoun, Ga., on March 29, 2026. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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Bost is not alone. Everyone in the region seems to know someone whose health problems, including certain types of cancer, could be caused by PFAS, which are commonly known as forever chemicals because they persist in people and take decades or more to break down in the environment.

    
    
    
This crisis was predictable. For more than two decades, scientists have warned of the risks to humans and animals posed by the kinds of chemicals spreading out of the mills.

    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The town hall in Stella, Wis., on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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        A crisis emerges across the US as 'forever chemicals' quietly contaminate drinking water wells
    



                

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        
                             * 
                            MICHAEL PHILLIS, HELEN WIEFFERING
                        


            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
86

        
    

    
    
    
    



                

            

        

    
Even without federal limits on chemicals like PFAS, states have the authority to protect public health and the environment. Instead, Georgia's Environmental Protection Division did little to confront the problem, issuing neither fish advisories nor do-not-drink orders to the public even as concerns grew among scientists and federal regulators about the dangers of PFAS, an investigation by The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, The Associated Press and FRONTLINE (PBS) has found.

    
Testing by the University of Georgia that alerted the industry and state in 2008, when Bost was in her teens, showed the local Conasauga River that supplies the region's drinking water was polluted. That same year, the state's environmental director told carpet manufacturers the agency would not take action on the chemicals.
The state's own testing, which did not occur until 2012 and 2016, when Bost was a young mother, confirmed the university's results. In 2019, as her daughters turned 8 and 9, federal tests still detected PFAS.
Along the way, Georgia's EPD deflected efforts by neighboring Alabama and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to track the chemicals more closely, even as PFAS migrated more than 100 miles (160 kilometers) downriver and across the state line, according to detailed court records and interviews with former regulators.

    
Today, Georgia is still not regulating PFAS, in contrast to other states that have invested tens of millions of dollars in cleanups and sued polluters to recoup costs.

    
    Have a news tip?
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected]. For secure and confidential communications, use the free Signal app +1 (202) 281-8604.


    


Georgia environmental officials gave several reasons for their approach. In an interview, EPD Deputy Director Anna Truszczynski said her agency looked to federal regulators for guidance and waited for scientists to better understand the risks of PFAS. She said EPD helped several cities struggling with contamination by providing testing support, connecting them to potential funding sources and advising them on possible filtration technologies.

    
    FOREVER STAINED INVESTIGATION
Inside America's carpet empire and its toxic legacy

	Covering the world in carpet came with a cost no one wants to pay in the manufacturing hub of northwest Georgia, where PFAS chemicals from mills have polluted the region's water and are found the blood of some residents.
	Households that draw their water from residential wells nationwide are particularly susceptible to the colorless, odorless chemicals.



    


"We believe that there can be a good balance between environment and economy," Truszczynski said. "We don't have to sacrifice one for the other."
The agency is also considering rules limiting the amount of certain PFAS in public drinking water, following federal standards set to take effect in several years. The federal rules would place drinking water safety limits on two of the forever chemicals once relied on by the carpet industry.

    
PFAS is a catchall term for thousands of related lab-made compounds more formally known as perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The carpet industry used the chemicals for decades for stain resistance, even after learning, starting in the late 1990s, that they carried health risks as they spread and persisted in the environment.
Although officials with major carpet manufacturers say they stopped using PFAS in 2019, without extensive cleanup the chemicals will remain in the region's water and soil for generations.
No one has taken responsibility to date. The country's two largest carpet companies, Shaw Industries and Mohawk Industries Inc., both based in the region, blame their chemical suppliers, which they said for years hid the dangers of PFAS in their products. The carpet companies said they followed regulators' guidance and pointed out that there are still no enforceable limits on the chemicals. Neither Shaw nor Mohawk had further comment for this story.

    
In court filings, chemical suppliers 3M and DuPont said it was ultimately the carpet industry, not them, that put PFAS in the water of northwest Georgia. Neither 3M nor DuPont responded to requests seeking comment for this story.
At EPA, a spokesperson said the federal agency is working to offer technical and financial support in the region.
"EPA's focus today is forward-looking: working with Georgia, Alabama, affected communities, and water systems to identify PFAS contamination, reduce exposure, and hold polluters accountable where the law supports it," agency spokesperson Jake Murphy wrote in an email.
While tracing the cause of Bost's thyroid and liver conditions is difficult, what she and her doctor know is that the drinking water and the river contained PFAS.
"There's a lot of us and we're sick," Bost said. "We don't know what's next."
Red alert in Alabama

When PFAS started showing up in Alabama's drinking water in 2016, local water utility officials looked to Georgia for answers.
Eastern Alabama and northwest Georgia share a river system that originates in the Blue Ridge Mountains and flows through both states on the way to Mobile Bay. This watershed feeds the region's carpet mills, which use vast amounts of water, especially in the dyeing process. It is also the source of drinking water for utilities downriver that serve hundreds of thousands of people.
After tests showed PFAS in water at levels exceeding EPA's voluntary health guidelines at the time, Alabama's environmental regulators alerted their federal counterparts and asked Georgia's EPD for help identifying the source.

    
Georgia had known for years that the waters flowing from Dalton, the hub of the state's dominant carpet industry, contained high levels of PFAS, including versions that research showed were linked to some types of cancer.
Despite Alabama's urgent request, Georgia's environmental regulators did not respond in kind, according to interviews and internal government records obtained through the Freedom of Information Act.
At the time, "EPD was very defensive," said Jim Giattina, former director of EPA's Water Protection Division who organized a call between the two states to coordinate. "There was certainly no commitment on their part to do any more monitoring."
After the call EPA initiated with the two states, Alabama sent letters to Georgia in 2017 and 2018 requesting data. In one research brief, Alabama officials noted that Georgia's environmental regulators did not require industrial users to monitor for PFAS.

    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Faye Jackson has lived for decades on a patch of rural land, right, in Resaca, Ga., on the banks of the Conasauga River, seen on Thursday, May 8, 2025. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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EPD's Truszczynski, who joined the agency in 2016, said she found no record of Georgia's response to Alabama.
"We're always very happy to work with our friends in Alabama," she said.
Alabama's Department of Environmental Management did not respond to multiple requests for an interview or comment.
For years, testing in Georgia by industry, academics and government showed the chemicals continued flowing toward Alabama.
In 2008, the University of Georgia study found "staggeringly high" levels of PFAS in the water downriver from Dalton-area carpet mills. By that time, an EPA panel had determined the type of stain-resistant chemicals used by carpet manufacturers were likely carcinogenic. Georgia's environmental regulators, concerned the levels in the river were much higher than what early research considered safe, funded a subsequent UGA study that found the chemicals in the river's fish, state records show.
Absent guidelines from the federal government, EPD did not make any recommendations or issue advisories, the agency said.
Environmental groups wrote a letter imploring EPA leaders and then-EPD Director Carol Couch to regulate PFAS more aggressively. They noted state regulators elsewhere had begun to act.
"The residents of Georgia deserve no less protection than what has been afforded to residents in other states," the coalition of 21 organizations wrote in March 2008.
Months later, Couch met privately with carpet company representatives and their trade association, the Carpet and Rug Institute, according to records of testimony given during lawsuits against the companies.
Werner Braun, then the carpet institute's director, later informed his board about the meeting with Couch, noting EPD "has no plans to initiate regulatory action" on PFAS, according to two court deposition transcripts. Braun told his board that Couch also indicated EPD "would probably look at the issue again in five years." Braun noted the subject of drinking water never came up, according to one of the depositions.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Carpet and Rug Institute building, center, in downtown Dalton, Ga., on Sept. 30, 2025. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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The meeting with Couch went so well that one carpet executive thanked the attendees for "gaining this good outcome," according to the transcripts.
In response to a request for comment, Couch wrote in a text message that PFAS were only an "emerging concern" at the time and that EPA had not established drinking water standards. EPA's first guidance about PFAS levels came in 2009.
"To the Carpet and Rug Institute I offered no respite from state regulation of PFAS," Couch wrote to the AJC and AP. She added that the five-year time frame was typical for new water rules and that, in 2008, EPD "had neither the sufficient science, expertise nor resources to undertake action independent of USEPA."
A representative for the carpet institute declined to comment. Braun did not respond to a request to comment for this story.
It would be another four years until EPD tested the Conasauga River.
'Smoking gun'

During the nearly two decades since that meeting with carpet executives in 2008, Georgia regulators intermittently tested the waters south of Dalton, confirming time and again the extensive contamination.
Despite these results, and the discovery of PFAS in the drinking water of several northwest Georgia towns, EPD did not post this data on its website until 2020.
By that time, EPD testing had found PFAS in Calhoun's drinking water -- the same water that Bost, her husband and two daughters relied on. When EPA in 2022 issued stricter guidelines for the amount of PFAS in drinking water it considered safe, the city of about 20,000 was several times above this new limit.
The local riverkeeper, Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, took action.
On a cold, drizzly December day in 2022, Demonbreun-Chapman idled his boat on the Coosawattee River, a waterway that feeds into the Conasauga near Calhoun.
The rain made conditions ideal to test for PFAS pollution flowing into the river, a task riverkeepers have taken on elsewhere. He watched as ribbons of water ran off the riverbank from a local farm.
Demonbreun-Chapman suspected the massive farm was contaminated by PFAS-laden sludge used as fertilizer. The sludge, also known as biosolids, was made from wastewater sent to the local utility and spread on land throughout the area.
Downstream from the farm is the spot where Calhoun's municipal water system draws river water to treat and eventually deliver to the taps of thousands of customers.
The test results alarmed Demonbreun-Chapman. The water running off the farm tested thousands of times higher than federal drinking water standards for forever chemicals. The city had no effective system to remove PFAS when treating it for the tap. The riverkeeper believed he had found a major source of contamination.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, executive director and riverkeeper for the Coosa River Basin Initiative, poses for a portrait on the banks of the Coosawattee River at the New Echota launch in Calhoun, Ga., on April 3, 2026. (Hyosub Shin/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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"That was the smoking gun," Demonbreun-Chapman said.
The samples collected that rainy day became key to a lawsuit his organization, the Coosa River Basin Initiative, filed along with the Southern Environmental Law Center against Calhoun more than a year later.
The complaint alleged stain-resistant chemicals used by carpet mills in Calhoun had contaminated the sludge, which in turn polluted the water.
In a victory for environmental groups, Calhoun settled the case in 2024 and agreed to filter its water for PFAS, stop spreading sludge, test private drinking wells and keep the community informed of risk. The city did not admit liability.
EPD requires none of these actions. Years of static budgets, staffing turnover, a culture of industry deference and a sluggish response by federal regulators have left the agency unprepared to address a contamination crisis of this size and scope, said Demonbreun-Chapman and others.
"Nobody else was coming," he said.
EPD has a broad mandate, tasked with issuing permits, conducting inspections and providing emergency response to hazardous spills. The agency's $128 million budget comes from fees as well as state and federal funds. EPD is overseen by the Board of Natural Resources, whose members are appointed by the governor. A spokesperson for Gov. Brian Kemp said in a statement that PFAS contamination is a problem facing states across the U.S.
"Addressing this issue has been a top priority for the state and EPD for several years," said Kemp spokesperson Andrew Isenhour.
In 2022, then-EPD Director Richard Dunn told state lawmakers the agency sees so many annual departures that it turns over its entire staff every five or six years. Most leave to take other positions with EPA or in the private sector, often for higher pay, he said.
"Having a lot of institutional knowledge is critical," Dunn said, adding: "Having a turnover rate that high is almost an existential challenge for us."
Truszczynski, EPD's deputy director, said in an interview that the agency is adequately funded and has made strides over the past few years in keeping staff. She added that the agency took action to address Calhoun's PFAS contamination, contacting city officials in 2022 and putting the city on a drinking water monitoring plan.
"My perspective is that EPD is really directly involved," she said.
Georgia defiant

In the vacuum left by the state, questions about who is responsible and who should pay for cleanup are being hashed out in the courts as cities and counties face hundreds of millions of dollars in costs to filter drinking water.
In 2016, the Alabama cities of Gadsden and Centre sued Mohawk, Shaw, 3M, DuPont and others to fund advanced filtration systems, ultimately settling for an undisclosed sum and no admission of wrongdoing by the companies.
Other cities in Alabama and northwest Georgia have followed. Rome prevailed in its own lawsuit, filed in 2019, and is using the funds to build a $100 million water treatment plant. Calhoun, following its settlement with the Southern Environmental Law Center and Demonbreun-Chapman's group, turned around and sued carpet manufacturers and their chemical suppliers in 2024, as did Dalton.
"It remains our goal to hold those that contaminated our water supply with PFAS responsible for all past, present, and future costs associated with removing their PFAS contamination from our drinking water," Calhoun Water and Wastewater Director Erik Henson wrote in an email.
Shaw and Mohawk in court papers and in statements to the AJC and AP said they are not to blame. They point the finger at chemical companies, who they say assured them their products were safe. The carpet giants say they followed state and federal regulations.
EPD said in a statement that it is tracking the litigation in northwest Georgia. The wave of lawsuits has expanded in recent years as dozens of residents and farmers allege PFAS contamination has devalued their properties and put their health and livelihoods at risk.
"People don't want to put their health on the line and wait for the state to catch up," said April Lipscomb, an attorney for the Southern Environmental Law Center.
Some northwest Georgia lawmakers have sought to counter these lawsuits by introducing state legislation that would restrict the ability of cities and residents to sue carpet companies.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos shows Georgia state Rep. Kasey Carpenter, R-Dalton, left, in 2026; and state Sen. Chuck Payne, R-Dalton, provided by his campaign in 2023. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Chuck Payne for Senate via AP)]
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The bills drew bipartisan condemnation when they were introduced earlier this year, as PFAS emerged as a key issue in elections locally, including the contest to replace former U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene. Increased attention on PFAS came after a recent AJC/AP/FRONTLINE (PBS) investigation detailed how carpet companies continued to use forever chemicals for years, despite growing concerns about the health risks.
Residents protested in February at the Dalton restaurant of Republican Rep. Kasey Carpenter, who sponsored a bill to shield carpet companies from legal liability. Carpenter has said chemical manufacturers, not carpet manufacturers, are to blame. His legislation didn't pass.
A few weeks later, locals trekked to the Capitol for a hearing on a bill co-sponsored by state Sen. Chuck Payne, another Dalton Republican, that would have given authority to EPD and Georgia's attorney general to handle PFAS lawsuits brought by local government.
Backers said the approach would create a more coordinated response. Critics said it would slow drinking water improvements by shifting litigation to an agency that does not have the resources to handle the cases. That bill also failed. Payne did not respond to a request for comment.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rome resident Kathy Miller attends a town hall about PFAS chemicals at Forum River Center in Rome, Ga., on March 31, 2026. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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In March, convention halls in Rome and Dalton erupted in applause as speakers, including environmental activist Erin Brockovich, cast the legislative efforts as a dire threat to accountability. The pair of town hall meetings hosted by law firms operating under the name PFAS Georgia turned out nearly 1,000 people and served as an informal campaign stop for about a dozen political candidates -- a nod to the grassroots outrage over the topic.
"You need to rise up," Brockovich told one crowd. "That's the only way this is going to work, and it's the only way it has ever worked."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Environmental activist Erin Brockovich speaks at a town hall about PFAS chemicals in Rome, Ga., on March 31, 2026. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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Other states are taking a more aggressive approach to PFAS.
Wisconsin, Michigan and Maine each have committed millions of dollars for cleanup, started robust testing programs and sued to hold polluters and manufacturers accountable. Throughout the U.S., PFAS have been manufactured and used in a variety of products, including nonstick cookware, waterproof sunscreen, firefighting foam, dental floss and microwave popcorn bags.
A bipartisan group of Wisconsin lawmakers earlier this year approved $133 million for PFAS cleanup. That vote capped a long journey for Jill Billings, a Democratic state assembly member. In 2019, a town in her district discovered its drinking water was contaminated. Residents have been drinking bottled water provided by the state since 2021.
Billings said state-led action becomes more important as the federal government retreats from environmental regulations, including on PFAS. While EPA has still not put enforceable limits on forever chemicals, the agency's proposed limits include the two that carpet manufacturers used most. Those limits are set to go into effect in 2031.
"I think it's up to us to solve the problems of regular folks because the federal government seems to be struggling," Billings said in an interview. "That's fine. We're ready."
'I was screwed'

Today, even though northwest Georgia's major carpet manufacturers said they stopped using PFAS in their U.S. production several years ago, the Conasauga River south of Dalton is still being polluted.
The major source is a 9,600-acre (3,900-hectare) tract latticed by a tangle of pipes and sprinklers along the river. Each year, this "land application system" operated at Loopers Bend by the local water agency, Dalton Utilities, sprays the soil with billions of gallons of treated wastewater, most of it from the carpet industry.

    
    
    
The concept -- much celebrated during the development of Loopers Bend in the 1980s, before PFAS were widely known -- was that the soil and vegetation would filter out pollutants before they reached the Conasauga.
Yet design flaws led to consistent leaks and broken pipes, state and federal regulatory records show. Dead fish bobbed on the river's surface as wastewater ran off directly into the Conasauga. Scott Gordon, chief of water enforcement for EPA's regional office at the time, toured the site in 2000 and said he was shocked by how the industrial water found its path into the river, sometimes through gullies cut by the flow.
The utility said it redesigned its wastewater treatment program years ago and has remained compliant and transparent with regulators.
EPA inspectors in 2001 pushed to bring the site under the permitting system of the federal Clean Water Act.
That permit, administered by the state in partnership with EPA, would require Dalton Utilities to report pollution levels and chemical discharges to regulators. It would have also empowered citizens to sue in federal court if the utility or the government didn't comply with environmental laws.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Scott Gordon, former chief of water enforcement for EPA's regional office in Atlanta, poses for a portrait in his home in Decatur, Ga., on March 18, 2026. (Abbey Cutrer/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)]
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"That ability for citizens to take matters into their own hands is an extremely powerful tool," said Gordon, who led EPA negotiations with Georgia.
Congress wrote the Clean Water Act to delegate to states a powerful role in the federal permit process, giving Georgia's regulators the final say at sites like Loopers Bend. The agreement was in its last stages when EPD's lawyers sent it back to EPA and asked for a few tweaks, Gordon said. One change to the wording required Dalton Utilities merely to submit the application, rather than to obtain a permit, as EPA had urged.
Gordon did not catch the significance of the change and signed off on it, he said in a recent interview.
Seemingly a bureaucratic detail, the new language sidelined EPA.
Days after Gordon approved the changes in 2001, EPD rejected the application, saying Dalton Utilities didn't require EPA oversight.
"I was screwed in my federal career twice by state agencies. This is one of them," Gordon remembered.
In a statement, Georgia's EPD said PFAS were not regulated in 2001 and neither a federal nor state permit would have included limits on the chemicals.
Today, under EPD oversight, PFAS levels at Loopers Bend remain largely unmonitored.
"They remained in the complete shadows," said Gordon, referring to Dalton Utilities and the carpet industry. "And, honestly, they still are."
___
Margaret Kates of AL.com contributed reporting to this story. 
___
About the collaboration

This story is part of an investigative collaboration with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, FRONTLINE (PBS), The Post and Courier and AL.com that includes the FRONTLINE documentary "Contaminated: The Carpet Industry's Toxic Legacy." It is supported through AP's Local Investigative Reporting Program and FRONTLINE's Local Journalism Initiative, which is funded by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.
Watch the documentary


Watch the documentary "Contaminated: The Carpet Industry's Toxic Legacy" on FRONTLINE's YouTube channel and in the PBS App, on FRONTLINE's YouTube channel or on the PBS Documentaries Prime Video Channel.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pfas-water-contamination-georgia-alabama-f99eddb12d52583cf763613001e2eb8c
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    Trump administration sows confusion as it tries to reopen Strait of Hormuz
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            President Donald Trump says the U.S. has "had very good talks" with Iran over the last 24 hours, adding "it's very possible we'll make a deal."

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, accompanied by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan Caine, speaks with reporters in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House, Monday, April 6, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: President Donald Trump watches as Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks with reporters in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House, Monday, April 6, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Secretary of State Marco Rubio speaks during a press briefing in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: France's President Emmanuel Macron, right, welcomes British Prime Minister Keir Starmer prior to an international summit to push forward efforts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, France, Friday, April 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Trump administration's approach to the Iran war over the past 24 hours has pinballed from declarations that a tenuous ceasefire was holding and military operations were over to new threats of bombing the Islamic Republic.
Tuesday started with Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth explaining how the U.S. military was protecting stranded ships so they could traverse the Strait of Hormuz. He insisted it was a defensive operation and the truce was still in place even though Iran had launched missiles and drones at U.S. forces, which sank Tehran's small attack boats. 
That afternoon, Secretary of State Marco Rubio told reporters at the White House that the military operation was "concluded" and that the U.S. achieved its objectives. But in almost the same breath, he said President Donald Trump was still seeking a "path of peace" that required Iran to agree to a deal to reopen the vital oil shipping corridor.

    
By Tuesday evening, Trump announced that the effort to protect ships was paused to see if an agreement could be reached. Then on Wednesday morning, he again warned that bombing would resume if Tehran didn't agree to U.S. terms.



    
        




    




The Trump administration's shifting and often contradictory messaging throughout the Iran war has produced ever more confusion this week as the president and his aides presented a dizzying narrative over the U.S. strategy to unblock the Strait of Hormuz and wrap up the war that drastically changed over the course of mere hours.

    
    
    
Administration officials have been trying to walk a fine line between maintaining the ceasefire and reopening the strait, where 20% of the world's oil normally flows. The economic fallout is growing as fuel prices rise, with Republicans facing increasing pressure to find solutions to higher costs ahead of the midterm congressional elections.

    
Aides are trying to sell Trump's strategies
The Trump administration has struggled with its messaging because the war wasn't well planned, said Elizabeth Dent, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.
"Because it happened very quickly, it wasn't sold to the American public in a way that I think was palatable," said Dent, a former official in the State Department and Pentagon. "Now I think Trump is sort of doing everything he can to prevent a return of hostilities because he saw how unpopular the war was."
Throughout the conflict, the president has shifted his priorities and his perspectives on victory. He's offered a murky definition of a ceasefire. And he's provided his own interpretation of a law that requires congressional approval for military operations after 60 days. 
The confusion is fueled in part by Trump's tendency to make off-the-cuff statements that essentially make policy, Dent said. Aides like Rubio and Hegseth must then explain Trump's statements.
The whirlwind 24 hours of decision-making by the Trump administration also reflects a realization that any alternative to an agreement "is going to range from unpalatable to outright ugly" at a moment of great political importance for the Republican president, said Ali Vaez, Iran director at the International Crisis Group.
"This is not an administration that operates based on a policy process. It operates based on impulse. And the president seems now both tired of this war and reluctant to continue investing his political capital into it," Vaez said.

    
The administration's narrative whipsaws on the Strait of Hormuz effort
The last couple of days have been emblematic of how the Trump administration's statements can seem out of sync and hard to follow. 
The president said Sunday that U.S. forces would safely guide hundreds of stranded commercial vessels out of the strait, which Iran has effectively closed by firing at ships off its coast. 
On Tuesday, Hegseth and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Dan Caine, said two American-flagged freighters transited the waterway to lead the effort, but Iran fired at U.S. ships and the military sank six Iranian small attack boats.
When asked about the fire from both sides, Hegseth said, "No, the ceasefire is not over." Caine also said Iranian attacks did not reach the level of "restarting major combat operations."

    
Rubio later insisted Trump's preference was diplomacy.
"Operation Epic Fury is concluded. We achieved the objectives of that operation," he said, referring to the code name for the U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran. "What the president would prefer is a deal."
A deal seemed closer at hand when Trump said Tuesday night on social media that he was halting the operation in the strait to see what would happen with negotiations. 
One key ally, Saudi Arabia, had been skeptical of what turned out to be the short-lived plan by Trump to guide the stranded vessels out of the strait, according to a person familiar with the diplomatic conversations. The person, who was familiar with the conversations but who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss them publicly, said the Saudis conveyed they didn't see Trump's plan as a feasible way to get the strait open and create confidence for vessel operators and insurers who are looking for a lasting solution to U.S.-Iranian standoff over the waterway.

    
The Saudi Embassy in Washington did not offer any immediate comment on the kingdom's position on Trump's effort, dubbed "Project Freedom."
By Wednesday morning, Trump was threatening Iran once again.
"If they don't agree, the bombing starts, and it will be, sadly, at a much higher level and intensity than it was before," he wrote on Truth Social. 
The U.S. military said Wednesday that it shot at and disabled an Iranian oil tanker as it tried to breach the blockade of Iran's shipping.
Seeking help from other countries in the strait
Another confusing element is the administration's efforts to persuade allies to deploy warships to help reopen the Strait of Hormuz. 
Trump has been lashing out at countries unwilling to do more, telling them to "go get your own oil" and saying it was not America's job to secure the strait. But administration officials have begun actively soliciting help while toning down their language. 
Rubio said the issue is not a lack of interest, but that many are unable to provide the necessary resources.
"A lot of countries would love to do something about it. But they don't have a navy, right? Or they can't get there in time," he said.
After Trump's abrupt suspension of the initiative, two U.S. officials said the administration was still deciding whether, and how, to proceed with planning, following the State Department's formal request for support from countries last week.
The officials, who spoke on Wednesday on condition of anonymity to discuss internal deliberations, said Trump's announcement had not been expected and that they had not been offered detailed guidance on whether to withdraw the requests for support.
U.S. allies like Britain and France have rejected on-again, off-again suggestions from Trump that they become militarily involved, but they have led the formation of a separate international maritime coalition to secure the strait -- but only once the threat to shipping ends. France's aircraft carrier strike group is moving south of the Suez Canal and into the Red Sea in preparation for a potential French-British mission in the strait. 
The issue only has been more complicated by Trump's trip to Beijing next week.

"Going to China while the strait remains closed is humiliating for President Trump and puts China in a position of strength vis-a-vis the United States, because President Trump would have to, as he has done recently, ask for China's help to resolve a problem that didn't exist before he launched a war," Vaez said.
___
Amiri reported from New York. 
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    FBI searches Virginia Senate leader's office as part of corruption probe, AP sources say




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    The FBI searched the Virginia state Senate leader's office on Wednesday as part of a corruption investigation, a person familiar with the matter said.
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                                        PORTSMOUTH, Va. (AP) -- The FBI searched the Virginia state Senate leader's hometown office and her neighboring cannabis shop Wednesday, bringing into public view what two people familiar with the matter told The Associated Press was a corruption investigation.
One of the people said the investigation into Democratic Sen. L. Louise Lucas was opened during Democratic former President Joe Biden's administration. Both spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing criminal investigation.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Virginia Senate President pro tempore Louise Lucas, D-Portsmouth, listens to debate on the Senate floor, Feb. 17, 2026, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Ryan M. Kelly, File)]
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While the probe apparently has spanned administrations of different political parties, Democrats viewed it against a backdrop of recent, politically charged inquiries during President Donald Trump's tenure. Lucas, who has been a senator for 34 years, was a prominent voice in Virginia's recent redistricting effort, a Democrat-led initiative to counter Republican redrawing pushed by Trump. 

    
"Today's actions by federal agents are about far more than one state senator; they are about power and who is allowed to use it on behalf of the people," Lucas said in an evening statement. "What we saw fits a clear pattern from this administration: when challenged, they try to intimidate and silence the voices of those who stand up to them."



    
        




    




The FBI said only that it was conducting a court-authorized search in Portsmouth. Such searches require approval from a judge and for investigators to assert that they believe they have identified probable cause of a crime.

    
    
    
Besides the search at Lucas' office, which houses her disabilities services business and is her political base in Portsmouth, agents in FBI T-shirts also went into the nearby cannabis store, which she opened in 2021. Several entrances to the Cannabis Outlet's parking lot were blocked by unmarked vehicles with flashing blue lights, as was an entrance to the politician's office.
By evening, agents were carrying boxes and bags out of the shop's back door.

    
Lucas, a prominent backer of legalizing marijuana, has said the store sells legal hemp and CBD products. It has drawn scrutiny from local media amid allegations that some products were mislabeled. 
Virginia has legalized pot possession, but retail sales of recreational marijuana remain illegal in the state. 
A woman who identified herself as Lucas' granddaughter, Nicole Bremby, came by after agents left to check on the Cannabis Outlet. She declined to discuss the raids.
"I've had better days," she said. "It's all good. Everyone is home."
Virginia Democrats point to other recent prosecutions
State House Speaker Don Scott said he was deeply concerned by the FBI search.
"Right now, there is far more theatrics and speculation than actual information available to the public," Scott, a Democrat, said in a statement, adding that more facts were needed "before anyone rushes to political conclusions."
Gov. Abigail Spanberger declined to comment.
Other Virginia Democrats were quick to note that the search comes as the FBI and Justice Department have opened a spate of investigations into perceived adversaries of Trump. 

    
Last week the Justice Department charged former FBI Director James Comey with making a threatening Instagram post against Trump, an accusation that Comey -- who for nearly a decade has drawn the president's ire -- has denied. A court dismissed federal prosecutors' earlier case accusing Comey of lying to Congress. 
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A separate mortgage fraud case, also ultimately dismissed by a court, targeted Democratic New York Attorney General Letitia James, who brought a major civil fraud lawsuit against Trump and his business. Both she and Comey, a longtime Republican who split from the party in the past decade, denied the charges and said the prosecutions were vindictive.
Such cases "have undermined public confidence" in federal prosecutors in Virginia, Democratic state Attorney General Jay Jones said in a statement. 
The FBI and Justice Department have also provoked concerns among Democrats about ongoing election-related investigations, including the seizure by agents of ballots and other information from Fulton County, Georgia.
Lucas has been a vocal leader of Virginia's redistricting effort, which voters approved last month. A sign urging people to "vote yes" to "stop the MAGA power grab" still hung Wednesday on a fence separating her office's parking lot from that of the cannabis shop.

    
Lucas played a leading role in Virginia redistricting
Amid a national, state-by-state partisan redistricting fight kicked off by Trump's desire to aid his fellow Republicans, Virginia voters OK'd a Democrat-backed constitutional amendment authorizing new U.S. House districts. The plan could help the party win up to four additional seats.
"We are not going to let anyone tilt the system without a response," Lucas said after the vote. Trump, meanwhile, denounced the results.
The state Supreme Court let the referendum proceed but has yet to rule on whether the effort is legal. The court is considering an appeal of a lower court judge's ruling that the amendment is invalid because lawmakers violated procedural requirements.

    
Voting districts typically are redrawn once a decade, after each census. But Trump last year urged Texas Republicans to redraw House districts to give the GOP an edge in the midterms. California Democrats reciprocated, and redistricting efforts soon cascaded across states.
Lucas, 82, has been a figure in Virginia politics since the 1980s, when she became the first Black woman elected to a city council seat in her native Portsmouth. She now is the first woman and first African American to serve as the Senate's president pro tempore.
Earlier in life she was the Norfolk Naval Shipyard's first female shipfitter, according to her biography in the state library. The job entails making, installing and repairing sometimes enormous metal assemblies for vessels.
In recent years she has been the CEO of a Portsmouth business that runs residences, day programs and transportation for intellectually disabled adults.
___

Associated Press journalists Dylan Lovan in Louisville, Kentucky, Jake Offenhartz in New York, Claudia Lauder in Philadelphia and Hannah Schoenbaum in Salt Lake City contributed.
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    ANALYSIS: Trump's success at purging Republican dissenters may not help in midterm elections




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks before signing a proclamation in the Oval Office at the White House, Tuesday, May 5, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Donna Wooten, right, votes across from her husband, Jerry Wooten in a vote center during a primary election on Tuesday, May 5, 2026, in West Lafayette, Ind. (AP Photo/Cara Penquite)]
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[image: Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., speaks as Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr., appears before the Senate Finance Committee, on Capitol Hill in Washington, Sept. 4, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        Five months ago, President Donald Trump was stinging from one of the first political defeats of his second term as Republican state senators defied him on redistricting in Indiana. Now he has proved he can still punish wayward party members after he endorsed a slate of challengers who defeated almost every one of the lawmakers he wanted to dislodge.
But that success may not help Republicans' odds in November's midterm elections, when Trump's sagging poll numbers, lingering inflation and frustration over the war with Iran have boosted Democrats' chance of retaking control of Congress. Some Republicans are worried that intraparty fights are costing time and money that should be focused on defending their majorities in Washington. 
"Every dollar going toward keeping seats we already have, and not winning ones we don't, really matters," said Rick Tyler, a Republican strategist who has been critical of the president. 

    
However, Trump doesn't seem to have any second thoughts about purging his party of dissenters. Indiana's primary will likely bolster his confidence in other primaries this month, as he tries to oust U.S. Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana and U.S. Rep. Thomas Massie of Kentucky.



    
        




    




It also ratchets up the pressure on Republican lawmakers in other states to move aggressively to redraw congressional district boundaries this year. Alabama and Tennessee have already begun special sessions that could limit Black voters' strength in Democratic-leaning districts, and some of Trump's allies in South Carolina want to follow suit.

    
    
    
State Sen. Linda Rogers, one of the Indiana lawmakers who voted against redistricting and lost her seat Tuesday, said the outcome of this week's primary "will probably discourage others in other states."
"If someone is going to ask you to take a tough vote, you may think twice about your conscience and what's best for your community and instead what's best for you and your career," she said.
Indiana Gov. Mike Braun, who sided with Trump, said it was a "historic night" and he thanked Republican voters who "stood with me and President Trump to nominate some great America First conservatives."

    
Trump started the redistricting competition
Redistricting efforts began last year when Trump saw an opportunity to give Republicans an additional edge. Indiana stood out as a Republican-run state that declined to give Trump what he wanted, even as GOP- and Democratic-led states traded gerrymandering maneuvers in a national competition.
After the Indiana Senate rejected the redistricting plan in December, Trump pledged to punish defiant lawmakers. His allies spent more than $8.3 million on races that usually see very little spending. 
Andy Zay, a state senator who voted for redistricting, resigned in January to become chair of a state utility commission. He was a target of harassment and threats in the months leading up to the vote, and he said Trump's influence and heavy spending made it tough for incumbents to hang on in the primaries.
"Trump matters and money matters," he said.
Five of Trump's targets lost their races. One won. One race was too close to call. 

    
Trump allies celebrated the results and warned other Republicans who might be thinking of opposing the president. 
"Redistrict ASAP for the November election or you face a real risk of losing your seat. No excuses," Robby Starbuck, a conservative activist, wrote on social media. "Reschedule primaries if you must but redraw the map. Voters demand action NOW, not weakness."
Redistricting efforts were supercharged last week when the U.S. Supreme Court gutted a provision of the Voting Rights Act that influenced how political lines are drawn in areas with large nonwhite populations.
James Blair, one of Trump's top political advisers, posted an image from the movie "Gladiator" depicting Russell Crowe's ancient Roman character Maximus exulting after a combat victory. 

    
In Congress, Massie and Cassidy have stood up to Trump 
Trump himself was relatively restrained on social media. He shared a series of photos celebrating the victories of candidates he endorsed in Indiana and Ohio, which also held primaries Tuesday. But he otherwise passed on boasting or renewing his attacks on Massie or Cassidy.
Massie has been among the members of Congress who frustrated the president by pressing for the release of the Jeffrey Epstein case files, challenging Trump for taking military action in Iran without congressional approval, and voting against the party's sweeping tax-and-budget bill last year. 
"I vote with the Republican Party and this president 90% of the time, and the 10% of the time that I'm not voting with the party or the president, I'm keeping the promises that the president and I campaigned on," Massie recently told Kentucky's PBS affiliate. 
Explaining his vote against Trump's signature domestic achievement, Massie called it "a big spending bill" and said he has voted consistently "not to bankrupt this country." 

    
Trump has endorsed Massie's challenger, retired Navy SEAL Ed Gallrein, and campaigned for him before the May 19 primary. In Louisiana, Trump backs Rep. Julie Letlow over Cassidy in their May 16 primary, which includes a third candidate, state Treasurer John Fleming. 
Cassidy was among the Republican senators who voted to convict Trump on 2021 impeachment charges after the Jan. 6 riot. But he also has given Trump consistent support. Most notably, the Baton Rouge physician advanced Robert Kennedy Jr.'s controversial nomination as Trump's health secretary. 
The two-term incumbent is campaigning aggressively against Trump's chosen candidate without mentioning the president in his attacks on Letlow. 
"Sen. Cassidy is running like he's 10 points down and is pounding the pavement every day," Cassidy campaign manager Katie Larkin said in a statement.
Former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., noted Wednesday that Trump has gone after Massie before, only for the congressman to win reelection. 
"Thomas Massie has been very popular in his district," McCarthy said during a "Fox & Friends" interview. Still, he warned, it is not an ideal situation for any Republican to run without Trump's backing.
Indiana shows how far Trump will go to purge GOP
It is unusual for a sitting president to be focused on attacking and defeating his own party members this deep into a midterm election year. And it's yielded notable spending that is not directed at Democrats. In Louisiana, Letlow, Cassidy, and other campaign organizations have plowed more than $28 million into attack ads. 
"It's a lot of dollars spent on taking on fellow Republicans," said Marc Short, who worked for former Vice President Mike Pence, a onetime Indiana governor. 
Short said it wasn't clear that Trump's involvement would help Republicans' chances in November.
"There've been questions before, when he engages in these inner-party contests, will they work out as well when we get to the general election?"
Rogers, the Indiana state senator, faced almost $670,000 in television ads against her, funded by political action committees associated with Braun and U.S. Sen. Jim Banks, R-Ind.
Yet even in defeat, she said she does not regret her vote against redistricting. 

"It would have been easy for me to hit that 'yes' button," she said. "To hear the number of people who asked me not to, then the number of people who thanked me, would mean I wasn't representing them."
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa, and Barrow from Atlanta. 
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that Andy Zay, while in the Indiana state Senate, had voted for redistricting.
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    Kentucky Derby winner Golden Tempo is not running in the Preakness




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Golden Tempo (19) ridden by Jose L. Ortiz wins the 152nd running of the Kentucky Derby horse race at Churchill Downs, Saturday, May 2, 2026, in Louisville, Ky. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        Kentucky Derby winner Golden Tempo will not run in the Preakness Stakes next weekend, trainer Cherie DeVaux announced Wednesday.
DeVaux and owners decided to skip the Preakness and set their sights on the Belmont Stakes on June 6 at Saratoga Race Course in upstate New York. DeVaux, who became the first woman to train a Derby winner, is from Saratoga Springs, which is hosting the Belmont for a third and final time this year.
"We are incredibly appreciative of the excitement and support surrounding the possibility of a Triple Crown run," DeVaux said in a statement. "Golden gave us the race of a lifetime in the Kentucky Derby, and we believe the best decision for him moving forward is to give him a little more time following such a tremendous effort. His health, happiness and long-term future will always remain our top priority."
Golden Tempo is the third Derby winner in the past five years not to be entered in the Preakness. For various reasons, it is the sixth time in eight years the Preakness will happen with no chance of a Triple Crown on the line. American Pharoah in 2015 and Justify in 2018 are the only horses to sweep all three races over the past four decades.

    
The two-week turnaround from the Derby to the Preakness, which used to be commonplace, is considered a nonstarter for many trainers and owners given that most elite thoroughbreds now typically go a month or more between races. It has caused endless debate in horse racing circles about the spacing of the Triple Crown in modern times.



    
        




    




Maryland racing officials are considering moving the Preakness back from the third Saturday in May to the fourth to increase the chances of not just the winner but other horses from the Derby being considered for the second leg of the Triple Crown. None of the 18 who ran this year at Churchill Downs are heading to the Preakness, with Golden Tempo the only one considered.

    
    
    
The Preakness is taking place at Laurel Park between Baltimore and Washington, D.C., this spring while its longtime home, Pimlico Race Course, is rebuilt as part of a massive construction project that included demolishing the debilitating old structure. Pimlico is set to become the site for year-round racing in Maryland beginning next year when the state takes control from 1/ST Racing, with Laurel becoming a training venue.

    
Golden Tempo won the Kentucky Derby as a 23-1 long shot in spectacular fashion, making a charge from the back of the pack down the stretch to the finish line a neck ahead of morning line favorite Renegade. DeVaux and co-owner Daisy Phipps Pulito said they would see how the colt came out of the race before making any decisions.

They followed the lead of trainer Bill Mott and Godolphin Racing, which last year chose to bypass the Preakness with Derby champion Sovereignty to give him extra rest for the Belmont. Sovereignty rewarded them by winning the Belmont and the Travers Stakes and is back racing as a 4-year-old.
___
AP horse racing: https://apnews.com/hub/horse-racing
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    Lindsey Vonn nominated to US ski team for next season as she faces long recovery from Olympic crash




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lindsey Vonn arrives at The Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the opening of the "Costume Art" exhibition on Monday, May 4, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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[image: FILE - Lindsey Vonn, of the United States, poses with all the Olympic medals and Women's World Cup skiing trophies she has won in her career, on March 13, 2010, in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. (AP Photo/Giovanni Auletta, File)]
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[image: United States' Lindsey Vonn arrives at the finish area during the alpine ski women's downhill training at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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                                        It's easy to read something into this: Lindsey Vonn was among the 48 athletes nominated Wednesday to the U.S. Alpine ski team for the upcoming season.
For the moment, that's just a formality based on results. The 41-year-old Vonn is still at least a year and a half -- along with an ACL surgery -- away from even thinking about returning to the World Cup circuit.
She may also retire. She's still sorting all of that out.
Vonn has already undergone eight surgeries since her crash in the women's downhill race on Feb. 8 at the Milan Cortina Games. She suffered a complex tibia fracture that nearly led to amputating her left leg. Vonn was competing in the race on a torn left ACL, which she injured in a crash leading into the Winter Olympics.
The nomination process is the first phase of making the U.S. Ski & Snowboard team. Those ski racers who accept the nomination, and meet the requirements, will be officially announced to the team in October. The opening World Cup races take place with a giant slalom in Soelden, Austria, in late October.

    
Other athletes who were nominated include Mikaela Shiffrin, the reigning World Cup overall champion and three-time Olympic gold medalist, along with Olympic downhill champion Breezy Johnson. On the men's side, Ryan Cochran-Siegle, who captured his second Olympic super-G silver medal in Italy, was selected.



    
        




    




Paula Moltzan and Jacqueline Wiles also earned a nomination to the A-team after combining to take an Olympic bronze in the women's team combined. Johnson and Shiffrin finished fourth in that event. Lauren Macuga is on the nomination list, too. She missed the Milan Cortina Games after tearing her ACL.

    
    
    
Vonn, a three-time Olympic medalist, came out of retirement in November 2024 after nearly six years away. She was feeling healthy and strong again following a partial titanium implant in her right knee.

    
She found her speed, too, winning two World Cup races during the 2025-26 season and recording three other podium finishes in five races. She was leading the World Cup downhill standings before her crash at the Olympics. She wound up fifth.

Vonn, who's won 84 World Cup races, has maintained she's not ready to decide her future. Instead, she's focused on healing. Vonn recently attended the Met Gala, using only a cane.
___
AP skiing: https://apnews.com/hub/alpine-skiing
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    FIFA extends ban for Argentina's Prestianni to the World Cup for verbally abusing Vinicius Junior




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Benfica's Gianluca Prestianni watches the ball during a Champions League opening phase soccer match between Juventus and Benfica in Turin, Italy, Wednesday, January.21, 2026. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)]



        

        
        
            
                    Benfica's Gianluca Prestianni watches the ball during a Champions League opening phase soccer match between Juventus and Benfica in Turin, Italy, Wednesday, January.21, 2026. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            GRAHAM DUNBAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- FIFA confirmed a global ban Wednesday for Gianluca Prestianni that will rule the Benfica winger out of two World Cup games in the United States if he is selected in Argentina's squad.
UEFA imposed a six-game ban -- with three games deferred on probation -- on Prestianni two weeks ago for his verbal abuse of Real Madrid's Brazilian forward Vinicius Junior in the Champions League. Prestianni covered his mouth with his jersey while using the insult.
FIFA has now, as expected, fulfilled UEFA's request to apply the ban beyond European competitions to the World Cup that starts next month.
"The FIFA Disciplinary Committee has decided to extend the six-match ban imposed by UEFA on Benfica player Gianluca Prestianni to have worldwide effect," the soccer body said in a statement.
It is unclear if Prestianni is still in Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni's plans to defend the World Cup title. Argentina starts against Algeria on June 17 in Kansas City and plays Austria five days later in Arlington, Texas. The group also includes World Cup debutant Jordan.

    
The 20-year-old winger made his first and only appearance for Argentina in a friendly in November. He was an unused substitute in Argentina's most recent game, a World Cup warmup against Zambia on March 31.



    
        




    




When Scaloni called up Prestianni in March for the warmups, he did not address the ongoing UEFA investigation. Scaloni noted he needed the Benfica player because Paulo Dybala was unavailable.

    
    
    
UEFA had investigated Prestianni for a racist insult alleged by Vinicius with support from Madrid teammate Kylian Mbappe. They claimed Prestianni used the Spanish word for "monkey," which he disguised by raising his red jersey to cover his mouth.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Benfica's Gianluca Prestianni fights for the ball against Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior during a Champions League playoff soccer match between SL Benfica and Real Madrid in Lisbon, Portugal, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Pedro Rocha, File)]
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UEFA could not prove the racial insult which Prestianni denied, though he admitted using a homophobic slur.
Prestianni already served the first game of his ban when UEFA barred him playing against Madrid in the second leg of their Champions League knockout playoff in February.

    

Last week, FIFA's push to make it a red card offense for World Cup players to cover their mouth when insulting an opponent was passed by soccer's rulemaking panel known as IFAB.
If Prestianni is not selected by Argentina, he will serve the rest of his ban in a UEFA-organized European competition next season.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer and more World Cup https://apnews.com/hub/fifa-world-cup
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    Ten years later, the cult of 'The Nice Guys' keeps growing




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. shows Ryan Gosling, left, and Russell Crowe in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. shows Ryan Gosling, left, and Russell Crowe in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. shows Ryan Gosling, left, and Russell Crowe in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. shows Ryan Gosling, left, and Russell Crowe in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. shows Russell Crowe, left, and Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            This image released by Warner Bros. shows Russell Crowe, left, and Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When "The Nice Guys" debuted 10 years ago, the writing was on the wall for the big-screen comedy. It came out sandwiched between "Captain America: Civil War" and "X-Men: Apocalypse." It opened against "Angry Birds." The cartoon birds, Ryan Gosling has lamented, "just destroyed us."
"They're just so angry," Gosling once sighed.
And yet, marking its upcoming 10th anniversary this month, "The Nice Guys" has established itself as one of the most beloved comedies of the last decade -- a decade in which Hollywood studios largely left the genre for dead. A 1970s-set comic noir directed and co-written by Shane Black, "The Nice Guys" paired Gosling and Russell Crowe as private eyes in a Los Angeles crime caper that, a decade later, keeps getting better. 
"There's a lot of interest in 'The Nice Guys' today that wasn't there when it opened. And the box office will attest to that," Black deadpanned in a recent interview. "But people find these things. I think there's kind of a joy of finding a movie on streaming or rental and then suddenly kind of realizing: How did I miss this? And 'The Nice Guys' was easy to miss."

    
Now, "The Nice Guys" is almost always on, in reruns on cable or streaming services. Whenever it's on Netflix, it ranks among the most viewed on the platform. As more have become familiar with the comic talents of Gosling, in "Barbie" or "Project Hail Mary," fans inevitably ask: "But have you seen 'The Nice Guys?'"



    
        




    




Black has known box-office smashes; he originated the "Lethal Weapon" movies. But he's come to view films of his that didn't make money as his favorites. In 2005, he made another cult favorite in "Kiss Kiss Bang Bang," which helped revive Robert Downey Jr.'s career. (Downey makes a cameo as a corpse in "The Nice Guys.")
"There's something to being the king of the midnight movie," says Black. "It's not the most lucrative thing in the world."

    
    
    
Comedies go dark 
Earlier in the 2000s, comedy was a moviegoing staple. The films of Will Ferrell, Judd Apatow and Melissa McCarthy were some of Hollywood's most lucrative. Movies like "The Hangover," "The 40-Year-Old Virgin" and "Bridesmaids" helped define the era.
But as the franchise film grew, and international ticket sales took on greater importance, the big-screen comedy began falling out of favor right around the time Warner Bros.' "The Nice Guys" (with a $50 million budget) reached theaters, earning about $71 million worldwide at the time. Tastes were also changing. Horror took comedy's place as the genre of the day.

    
There are signs that trends may be shifting. This year, "Project Hail Mary" and the just-launched "The Devil Wears Prada 2" have put comedies in front at the multiplex. But over the last decade, funny movies have largely migrated to streaming (Netflix's pact with Adam Sandler was an early coup) or turned into the stuff of easy-to-miss cult.
Black's initial germ for the film, writing with Anthony Bagarozzi, was inspired by detective stories like those of William Campbell Gault and Brett Halliday. He's read so many of them, he says, that "it's almost a superpower."

    
"I thought: There's so much joy here," Black says. "There's so much fun in plot and twists and capers. You light a fuse and these guys go on this wild caper, and in the end, it's just these two guys that are important. You can't really remember the caper but it was there to service the idea, the shape of: These guys are at it again."
If "Chinatown" is a detective tale about a Los Angeles private eye without a car, "The Nice Guys" is about a gumshoe who can't smell. Gosling's Holland March reluctantly joins with Crowe's Jackson Healy, an enforcer, on a missing girl case. The movie is bright and colorful but set against a seedy LA and the adult film industry. With Holland also is his young but wise daughter, Holly (a preternaturally good Angourie Rice).

    
An heir to 'Midnight Run' 
"The Nice Guys" had an expansive cast, including Kim Basinger, Keith David and, in one of her first big roles, Margaret Qualley. But the heart of the movie is Gosling and Crowe. Neither was especially known for their comic skills at that point. Crowe was coming off the not-exactly-hysterical biblical epic "Noah." But Black, a believer in the Lowell Ganz-Babaloo Mandel school of comedy ("Splash," "Parenthood"), had an instinct they'd work well together.
"The thing is, Ryan is just a good actor," says Black. "He's funny in everything he does. But he didn't do a lot of outright comedies. For this, the character was not like a 'Talladega Nights' or 'Step Brothers.' It's not that kind of comedy where everything is pushed. It was a story that an actor could do and basically play a real character."
They key for Black is centering the comedy on grounded characters, like the classic buddy movie "Midnight Run," which paired Robert De Niro and Charles Grodin. That approach may have gone missing in a decade where most of the few studio comedies that got made went for high-concept laughs. (See "Tag," a 2018 comedy about adult friends playing tag.) 

    
But "The Nice Guys," sleazy and silly, gave Gosling a jumping-off point for some of the most sublime pratfalls in recent memory. Gosling had shown a knack for comedy before, but "The Nice Guys" is his coming-out party. No one has ever had his arm broken, or reached the same high-pitched squeal of pain, like Gosling does in the film. In another scene, on a toilet, he tries to balance a pointed gun and a lit cigarette while lifting his pants and repeatedly kicking the stall door open. It's a ballet worthy of Buster Keaton.
"My favorite that he walked in with one day was where he said, 'I saw this movie last night with Abbott and Costello where they meet Frankenstein,'" Black recalls. "He said, 'I'd like to maybe give that type of energy a try.' When he said that, what he really meant was: I'm going to do a pitch-perfect Lou Costello impression sitting next to a tree for 60 seconds."
What about a sequel?
Black is most proud of how much Gosling and Crowe were anxious to do anything that made them look cowardly or stupid or inept. "They wanted to be antiheroes," says Black. Crowe has spoken fondly of his experience on the film, crediting Gosling as his only co-star to ever regularly get him to break character. 
Thus the inevitable question: So why not a sequel?
"It's one of the most common questions I get," says Black. "The answer, unfortunately, is nebulous."
"You're saying to a studio: Hey, we want to get these two big stars. It's going to cost even more this time. You're going to spend maybe twice the money on a sequel to a movie that didn't get you what you wanted back," says Black. "It's a tough sell to take a movie that bombed and make a sequel."
But would he do it, if he could?
"Of course," replies Black. "This was designed for that. Like I said, it's a caper. There's these two and they get in a bunch of trouble and here they go again. You want to see them do it again. There's a whole bunch of mystery capers you could throw at these guys. You could make a grounded, potentially very interesting, touching movie set not in the '70s but perhaps in the '80s."
In 2016, Gosling called the London premiere of "The Nice Guys" a momentous occasion. 

"I wasn't at the premiere of 'The Godfather' or 'Apocalypse Now,' but I got a feeling it felt pretty much the same as it does today," Gosling said. "You're looking down the barrel of cinematic history." 
Gosling, of course, was kidding. But cinematic history? Maybe. 
___
This story has been updated to correct the release year of "Kiss Kiss Bang Bang." It released in 2005. 
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                    Entertainment

    'The Sheep Detectives' is the starry, family-friendly whodunit you didn't know you needed
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            The human stars of "The Sheep Detectives" had no real sheep to work with on their new murder mystery yarn, which sees Julia Louis-Dreyfus and Chris O'Dowd voicing two of the film's woolly stars. (April 24)
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            Molly Gordon, the star of "The Bear," is in love with all things English - especially after filming in the country for comedy mystery "The Sheep Detectives." (April 24)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows sheep character Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus, left, with Hugh Jackman as George Hardy, in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)]
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            This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows sheep character Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus, left, with Hugh Jackman as George Hardy, in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows characters Mopple, voiced by Chris O'Dowd, left, and Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)]
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            This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows characters Mopple, voiced by Chris O'Dowd, left, and Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows director Kyle Balda, center, left, and actor Nicholas Braun on the set of their film "The Sheep Detectives." (Alex Bailey/Amazon MGM Studios via AP)]
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            This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows director Kyle Balda, center, left, and actor Nicholas Braun on the set of their film "The Sheep Detectives." (Alex Bailey/Amazon MGM Studios via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows Emma Thompson in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)]
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            This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows Emma Thompson in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Molly Gordon, left, and Julia Louis-Dreyfus attend "The Sheep Detective" premiere at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Sunday, April 19, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]
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            Molly Gordon, left, and Julia Louis-Dreyfus attend "The Sheep Detective" premiere at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Sunday, April 19, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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                                        Talking animal movies do not, on the whole, have the best reputation. Yes, there is "Babe," but "Babe" is the exception. Most are pretty bad, whether it's the uncanny effects, the shoddy storytelling or some horrifying combination of the two.
Audiences have earned the right to be skeptical when something like "The Sheep Detectives" comes along -- everyone involved was too. And yet this family-friendly "Knives Out" with a murder mystery at the center, a starry ensemble including Hugh Jackman, Emma Thompson and Nicholas Braun, as well as the voices of Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Bryan Cranston, Regina Hall and Patrick Stewart as yes, talking sheep, has caught more than a few off guard for its quirky humor, its sincerity and its unexpected depth.

    
Chris O'Dowd, who voices Mopple, "the most patient sheep," noted: "You don't get a lot of projects that are from the director of 'Minions' and the writer of 'Chernobyl.' It's an unusual combination."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Amazon MGM Studios shows characters Mopple, voiced by Chris O'Dowd, left, and Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Mopple, voiced by Chris O'Dowd, left, and Lily, voiced Julia-Louis Dreyfus in a scene from "The Sheep Detectives." (Amazon MGM Studios via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
In the film, in theaters Friday, Jackman plays George, a kind, but isolated shepherd in the English countryside who reads his animals murder mysteries at night. Unbeknownst to him, not only do they understand the words, they debate the stories among themselves. So when George dies under mysterious circumstances, the flock take what they've learned to try to help the dimwitted local police officer (Braun) solve the case, language barriers and all.



    
        




    




"What we know from watching this movie now with audiences over and over and over is that people are repeatedly delighted and surprised at how much more there is going on here than just silly sheep doing something silly," screenwriter Craig Mazin said. "There are some really beautiful moments and themes and things that parents can talk about with their kids ... and, most importantly, it is legitimately a movie that is meant for everyone."

    
    
    
Aiming high with 'The Sheep Detectives'
The story of how "The Sheep Detectives" got made goes back almost 20 years, when veteran producer Lindsay Doran ("Sense and Sensibility") told Mazin about Leonie Swann's novel "Three Bags Full: A Sheep Detective Story." He was expecting something cute, goofy and silly, but found himself enchanted by how smart, moving and philosophical it was.
It would take nearly a decade to secure the rights, and almost another to get the thing made, and made well thanks to studio executive Courtenay Valenti who, Mazin said, rescued it from rotting on a pile of scripts. Along the way they would find themselves emboldened by the caliber of talent who wanted to be part of it as well.

    
"Everybody involved was all on the same page of aiming as high as we could and sticking to our guns when it came to quality," Mazin said. "Phil Lord and Chris Miller came on as producers as well, and their entire career has been about taking things that other people might not make good and making them good."
Molly Gordon, whose character becomes a primary suspect when she mysteriously shows up in town the night of the murder, had the same reservations as many.
"The script was sent to my agent, and he emailed me, like, 'This is really profound' and I was like 'How could this be profound?' Like, I just, like, the sheep movie?" Gordon said. "And then within 10 minutes of reading it, I was like, this is one of the best scripts I've ever read."

    
The real audience test
Mazin's own kids grew up while "The Sheep Detectives" was getting made. But he still invited his 21-year-old daughter to watch it with him and his wife a few months back. She's proud of her dad for his career, but, he said, also wouldn't hesitate to call something of his "mid."
"When the film ended, they were both just sort of a sobbing, happy mess," he said. "My daughter, who doesn't cut me any slack at all, AT ALL ... Was like, 'That is such a good movie.' I thought, 'OK' ... if your kids are older, it still works."
The movie is coming into a fairly healthy theatrical marketplace, where PG-rated movies are often outperforming PG-13 movies and where non-franchise movies with the right buzz have been finding their audience, including another Amazon MGM release, "Project Hail Mary." Mazin, a veteran screenwriter who also co-hosts the popular "Scriptnotes" podcast, doesn't often hype his own projects like this. Usually he thinks they should speak for themselves.

    
"Nobody needs the guy who wrote something to say, no, it's really good. This is the first time in my career that I'm like, but actually, no guys. I love this," he said. "Seeing this movie is a purely positive experience."

And it needs a little bit of hype. "The Sheep Detectives" is currently tracking for a muted box office debut, in the $10 million to $15 million range. But it's also a movie that has been underestimated at nearly every step.
"Low expectations are, you know, sometimes a gift," Mazin laughed.
___
Associated Press Writer Lizzie Knight contributed from London.
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                    Entertainment

    In a low period for comedy films, these were the best of the last decade




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ryan Gosling, left, and Margot Robbie appear at the premiere of the film "Barbie" in London on July 12, 2023. (Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Ryan Gosling, left, and Margot Robbie appear at the premiere of the film "Barbie" in London on July 12, 2023. (Scott Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Sony Pictures shows SZA, left, and Keke Palmer in a scene from "One of them Days." (Anne Marie Fox/Sony Pictures via AP)]
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            This image released by Sony Pictures shows SZA, left, and Keke Palmer in a scene from "One of them Days." (Anne Marie Fox/Sony Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Netflix shows, from left, Jessica Henwick, Daniel Craig, and Janelle Monae in a scene from "Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery." (John Wilson/Netflix via AP)]
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            This image released by Netflix shows, from left, Jessica Henwick, Daniel Craig, and Janelle Monae in a scene from "Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery." (John Wilson/Netflix via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Warner Bros. shows Russell Crowe, left, and Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)]
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            This image released by Warner Bros. shows Russell Crowe, left, and Ryan Gosling in a scene from "The Nice Guys." (Daniel McFadden/Warner Bros. via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The last decade has not been good for big-screen comedies. Hollywood studios nearly stopped making them. Horror became the in vogue genre. Laughs were out. Good comedies have kept being made, of course -- it's just taken a little more effort to find them. 
This month marks the 10th anniversary of "The Nice Guys," Shane Black's 2016 crime caper with Ryan Gosling and Russell Crowe. No, it's not exactly the 50th anniversary of "Jaws." But for a movie era where comedies went out of style, it's a moment worth marking. 
In the past decade, comedies have largely become the stuff of cult: little seen at release but rediscovered on streaming or elsewhere. "The Nice Guys" flopped at the box office, but its afterlife is long. 
So here are our picks for the best of the last 10 years, post-"Nice Guys." We're leaving out the darker satires ("Parasite"), the acerbic dramas ("The Holdovers") and the sequels that exist in their own glorious category entirely ("Paddington 2"). 

    
10. "Palm Springs" (2020)
As much as "Groundhog Day" codified the time-loop comedy, Max Barbakow's clever riff on a familiar concept found new comic life in a single day endlessly relived. You want Andy Samberg and Cristin Milioti to stay stuck in Palm Springs forever. Having J.K. Simmons, who so drolly put the final touches on "Burn After Reading," around in any comedy helps, too.



    
        




    




9. "One of Them Days" (2025) 
"One of Them Days" also lives in the shadow of an earlier comedy: "Friday." It similarly has a hangout, day-in-the-life-of-Los-Angeles feel, albeit amped up a bit. Keke Palmer carries it. 

    
    
    
8. "Game Night" (2018) 
Few movies of the last decade have been stolen by a performer more outright than "Game Night." Jesse Plemons and the debatable profitability for FritoLay was enough to turn "Game Night" into a modern classic. But there are funny people up and down this justifiably adored comedy, with Jason Bateman, Rachel McAdams and Sharon Horgan. 

    
7. "The Edge of Seventeen" (2016)
It was a brilliant stroke of writer-director Kelly Fremon Craig and producer James L. Brooks to cast Hailee Steinfeld in this terrific coming-of-age comedy. As acclaimed as Steinfeld has been more recently, in "Sinners" and more, her performance as a teenager in "The Edge of Seventeen" is still her at her best -- especially when paired with Woody Harrelson, as an unorthodox teacher. 
6. "Confess, Fletch" (2022)
Greg Mottola's revival of Fletch, with Jon Hamm, was criminally underseen. It fell victim to the pandemic and a few other factors. But "Confess, Fletch" might have been the most perfectly suited vehicle for Hamm. Maybe the original "Fletch" films with Chevy Chase were too iconic to mess with. But "Confess, Fletch" is worth catching up to. 
5. "The Death of Stalin" (2017)
Armando Iannucci is better known for his Washington, D.C. farce "Veep" and his British government comedy "The Thick of It." But he's just as sharp in Stalinist Russia. It's almost hard to believe he managed to get made a satire about political struggle in the wake of Josef Stalin's death in 1953. I guess either the prospect of Steve Buscemi playing Nikita Khrushchev is enticing to you, or nyet. 
4. "Lady Bird" (2017) 
High school has always been among the most fertile grounds for movie comedies, and I'd say Greta Gerwig's semi-autobiographical, Sacramento-set comedy has been the best and most perceptive of the last decade. Even though Timothee Chalamet and Lucas Hedges are good in this, the best moments for Lady Bird (Saoirse Ronan) come with her parents (Laurie Metcalf and Tracy Letts). 

    
3. "Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery" (2022)
"Halle Berry!" All of the "Knives Out" movies are funny but the second of Rian Johnson's whodunit series is the most hysterical of the bunch. Daniel Craig pushes Benoit Blanc to more cartoonish heights here, and Edward Norton's word-salad tech bro is the detective's most comic foil. 
2. "Barb and Star Go to Vista Del Mar" (2021)
Anyone who thought Kristen Wiig and Annie Mumolo's follow-up to "Bridesmaids" was a disappointment was sorely mistaken. This is less a movie about two Midwestern women traveling to Florida than a delirious fever dream about two Midwestern women traveling to Florida. 

    
1. "Barbie" (2023)
More than $1 billion in box office and a boatload of Oscar nominations and I still kind of think "Barbie" is underrated. I mean, I can no longer talk to my daughters straight-faced about "The Godfather." But that's a small price to pay for one of the giddiest comedies of the century. I only wish Hollywood saw it less as a success of IP usage than the possibilities of a poignant and imaginative laugh fest. 

Honorable mentions: "Fall Guy," "Logan Lucky," "Licorice Pizza," "Booksmart," "Borat Subsequent Movie Film," "Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping," "Hail, Caesar," "Dolemite Is My Name," "Bottoms," "Blockers"
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    Some iPhone owners could get up to $95 payment after Apple agrees to settle case for $250 million
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            Owners of some iPhones are in line to get cash payments of up to $95 from Apple after the company on Tuesday reached a $250 million settlement in a class-action lawsuit for false advertising of its artificial intelligence capabilities.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The new iPhone 16 is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple headquarters Sept. 9, 2024, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada, File)]
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            The new iPhone 16 is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple headquarters Sept. 9, 2024, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Owners of some iPhones are in line to get cash payments of up to $95 from Apple after the company on Tuesday reached a $250 million settlement in a class-action lawsuit for false advertising of its artificial intelligence capabilities. 
Apple trumpeted new AI features for its virtual assistant Siri when it rolled out the iPhone 16 in 2024, part of new software updates that the company billed as "Apple Intelligence." 
The company has been scrambling to keep up with tech rivals amid the AI boom but still hasn't delivered on the Siri revamp two years later. 
The lawsuit, filed on behalf of U.S. consumers in the San Francisco federal court for the Northern District of California, alleged that Apple deceived consumers with a marketing campaign that promoted features that did not yet exist and misled them into buying the devices. 

    
Lawyers for the iPhone buyers asked a court for preliminary approval of the proposed $250 million settlement, according to a court filling. If approved by a judge, it would be one of the biggest ever for Apple. 
The settlement covers about 37 million devices bought in the United States between June 10, 2024 and March 29, 2025, including all iPhone 16 models and the iPhone 15 Pro and iPhone 15 Pro Max. 



    
        




    




Owners are eligible for a payment of at least $25 for each device, and that amount could go up to $95 depending on how many claims are filed "and other factors," the filing said. 

    
    
    
Customers will be notified by email or mail that they can file a claim on a settlement website, it said.
"Apple has reached a settlement to resolve claims related to the availability of two additional features," the company said in a statement. "We resolved this matter to stay focused on doing what we do best, delivering the most innovative products and services to our users."
Apple, based in Cupertino, California, was caught off-guard by the intense consumer interest in the Siri AI features. Buyers were angered after finding out that the new features would be released later than expected, the filing said. 

    
They "would not have purchased the Eligible Devices or would have paid significantly less, had they known Enhanced Siri features were not available," the filling said. 
Apple's AI features remain in development even as rivals Google and Samsung have been rolling out more of the technology on their own devices. The company is expected to unveil its Siri upgrade this year, most likely at its annual developer conference next month. 

Apple said in its statement that it has "introduced dozens of features" since it launched Apple Intelligence, such as Visual Intelligence and Live Translations. 
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    Why gasoline costs 52% more in the US than it did before the Iran war
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            Did you know the war in Iran could raise the prices of some of your favourite everyday items? Spiking oil prices have been the biggest impact on those outside the conflict zone so far. But oil isn't just for fuel, it also goes into making lots of other consumer products.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Luciano V. replaces the fuel nozzel after filling the tank of their 1999 Mazda Miata at an Astro gas station on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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[image: A motorist fills up the tank of a utility vehicle at a pump at a Buc-ee's gasoline stop Thursday, April 30, 2026, in Johnstown, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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[image: Gasoline prices are displayed at a Mobil gas station on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Gasoline prices are displayed at a Mobil gas station on Wednesday, April 29, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The price of a gallon of regular gasoline in the U.S. climbed 31 cents in the past week, spiking to an average of $4.54 per gallon Wednesday, a price 52% higher than before the war with Iran began, according to AAA data.
The main reason drivers are paying more at the pump is because the war has stranded oil tankers near the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow passage through which a fifth of the world's crude oil normally passes. The price of crude oil, which is the main ingredient in gasoline, climbed for most of the past two months because Iran has effectively shut the waterway located off its coast. 
In mid-April, U.S. gasoline prices fell daily for almost two weeks amid signs the conflict could be winding down. 
"After the announcement of the initial ceasefire, there was kind of optimism that this really could be the beginning of the end of the conflict," said Rob Smith, director of global fuel retail at S&P Global Energy. "And so crude prices came down correspondingly, gasoline spot prices followed, and so on and ... the retailers lowered prices as well."

    
But gasoline prices reversed course and began increasing again as deepening hostilities over the strait between the U.S. and Iran kept oil supplies constrained.



    
        




    




"There's a fundamental shortfall that will exist globally or fundamental struggle to meet that demand that will drive up price," Smith said. "No matter what a government says or what any market person thinks, there is a true kind of upward pressure that's being exerted on prices every day the Strait of Hormuz is constrained. And it is still severely constrained."

    
    
    
Who sets gasoline prices
Gas station owners set prices at the pump, but a lot of factors go into what they decide to charge.
The main ingredient in gasoline cost is the price of a barrel of crude oil. In the U.S., oil prices represented about 51% of the price of a gallon of gasoline in 2025, according to the Energy Information Administration. 

    
    
    
That means when crude oil prices rise, gasoline prices generally follow. Less oil on the market means higher prices for oil and gasoline. 

    
Iran's effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz during the war triggered the largest supply disruption in the history of oil markets, according to the International Energy Agency, pushing oil prices as high as $112 a barrel in early April. 
Oil prices fell below $100 a barrel Wednesday after the U.S. and Iran appeared to be moving closer to an initial agreement to end the war. That could pull gasoline prices down as well, if the trend continues.
Bob Kleinberg, adjunct senior research scholar at the Columbia University Center on Global Energy Policy, compared the average price of a gallon of gasoline in the U.S. with the price for a barrel of WTI, the U.S. benchmark oil, over the past few weeks, and said their price changes generally matched up.
"Not much of a mystery here," Kleinberg said. "It's not exactly proportional but the shape of the curves follows the same pattern, and really with very little delay."
Federal and state taxes contributed about 17% of the oil price, refining costs and profits contributed 14% and distribution and marketing contributed 17%, the EIA said. In some states, such as California, higher taxes and refining costs push the price of gasoline well above the national average.

    
What caused renewed march in gasoline prices
One event that could have changed the trajectory of gasoline prices occurred in April, when the U.S. blocked Iranian ports to stop the country from exporting oil.
"Iran had been moving an unusually high amount of oil to global markets, so that was helping moderate prices," said Jim Krane, energy research fellow at Rice University's Baker Institute. "The Trump administration decides they're going to punish Iran, and try to put more pressure on Iran by blocking their exports, so of course that does put pressure on Iran, but also puts pressure on global oil prices and forces them up. That was probably a big factor."
What refineries and traders are willing to pay for oil swings wildly after news breaks about attacks on ships in the Persian Gulf or diplomacy talks stalling. "The oil market is exquisitely sensitive to what's coming out of the White House," Kleinberg said.
Back in early March, at the beginning of the Iran war, the price of gasoline jumped 48 cents in a week. The highest weekly jump was in March 2022, when the price jumped 60 cents in a week after Russia invaded Ukraine, AAA said.

    
No quick fix
No one can predict how high gasoline prices will climb. A gallon of regular in the U.S. costs more now than it did in early May of 2022, and back then, the price kept climbing through Memorial Day, AAA said. 
The longer the flow of oil through the Strait of Hormuz is hindered, the higher prices will go and the longer it will take to get back to normal, Smith said.
"Even if there was a true and lasting resolution of the conflict, both sides agree to play nice and truly do commit to keeping Hormuz open, it will still take months to get back to what it was pre-war, if not even longer," Smith said. "There will still be within the industry a risk premium associated with going through that region. Not that it was ever a perfectly safe journey, but the past few months have shown that it'll be hard to convince shippers and insurance companies that the risk level will be similar to what it was in February. It'll be a long time before anyone can be convinced of that."

    
Why U.S. oil production alone can't solve the problem
The U.S. exports more oil than it imports, and oil is the main ingredient in gasoline. But oil is traded on a global market, so events happening in other parts of the world impact prices for everyone. Also, nearly 70% of U.S. refineries are set up to process heavy, sour crude, according to the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM), a trade association. And much of the oil produced in the U.S. is light, sweet crude, which was unlocked during the shale revolution.

As a result, just 60% of the oil processed in U.S. refineries comes from domestic oil fields, according to the AFPM. Retooling domestic refineries would cost billions of dollars, the group said, and would require shutting down those refineries temporarily, which generally raises gasoline prices.
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    Oil prices keep falling, while US stocks hang near their record highs




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Trader Edward McCarthy, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Tuesday, May 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The U.S. stock market is holding near its records Thursday as oil prices keep dropping on hopes that a deal may be nearing to allow tankers to carry crude once again from the Persian Gulf to customers.
The price for a barrel of Brent crude oil, the international standard, fell another 3.8% to $97.38, down from more than $115 early this week. It and gasoline are still much more expensive than they were before the war with Iran began, but hope is rising in financial markets as Iran said it was reviewing the latest U.S. proposals on ending their war.
On Wall Street, the S&P 500 added 0.1% to its all-time high set the day before after a spokesperson for Pakistan's Foreign Ministry said, "We expect an agreement sooner rather than later." Pakistan has been acting as a mediator between the United States and Iran. The hope is that an end to the war will reopen the Strait of Hormuz, whose closure has kept oil tankers pent up in the Persian Gulf and sent prices higher for all kinds of products  worldwide. 

    
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 59 points, or 0.1%, as of 9:35 a.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.2% higher. 



    
        




    




Of course, Wall Street has rallied strongly before on hopes for a coming end to the war with Iran, only to get quickly disappointed. That could happen again, and tensions are still high in the Middle East after a U.S. fighter jet shot out the rudder of an Iranian oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman Wednesday as it tried to breach the American blockade of Iran's ports.

    
    
    
Despite all those uncertainties, a powerful parade of big U.S. companies saying they made even bigger profits during the first three months of the year than analysts expected has helped support the U.S. stock market. That's important because stock prices tend to follow the path of corporate profits over the long term.
DoorDash climbed 3.09% after reporting better results for the latest quarter than expected. Datadog leaped 33.6% after the monitoring and security platform for cloud applications likewise topped expectations for profit, while Vistra rose 4.6% following the electricity company's better-than-expected results. 

    
They helped offset a 14.5% drop for Whirlpool, which tumbled after reporting much weaker results than analysts expected. The seller of home appliances said it would raise prices by at least 10% for some of its offerings, while accelerating cuts to its costs, as it contends with weaker confidence among U.S. consumers.
McDonald's held relatively steady and added 0.6% after its revenue for the latest quarter edged past analysts' expectations. It credited a new burger and a continuing emphasis on value.
In the bond market, Treasury yields fell with the price of oil. The yield on the 10-year Treasury sank to 4.33% from 4.36% late Wednesday and from 4.45% at the start of the week. 
Lower yields can bring down rates for mortgages  and other kinds of loans going to U.S. households and businesses, which in turn can give the economy a boost. Lower yields also tend to push upward on prices for stocks and other kinds of investments. The 10-year yield, though, remains well above its 3.97% level from just before the war.

    
Several reports on the U.S. economy also came in mixed. One said more U.S. workers applied for unemployment benefits last week, but the increase was not as bad as economists expected. Another suggested that productivity for U.S. workers improved by only half of what economists expected last quarter. 
In stock markets abroad, indexes dipped in Europe following a stronger finish in Asia.
Japan's Nikkei 225 roared 5.6% as it reopened following a holiday and caught up with big gains for other Asian markets from earlier in the week. 
It's at a record after soaring nearly 71% in the 12 months on strength for tech stocks benefiting from the boom in artificial intelligence.

"I think it's a kind of bubble because buying activity concentrated on leading AI, artificial intelligence stock and semiconductor-related stocks. It's a situation where only semiconductor stocks are being bought," said Takashi Hiroki, chief strategist at MONEX.
___
AP Business Writers Matt Ott and Elaine Kurtenbach contributed to this report.
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    Nipper, stay! The future of a beloved dog statue on a New York warehouse is up in the air
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            The 28-foot statue of the famous RCA dog listening to a phonograph has become a local icon in Albany. And the mayor is working to add Nipper to a list of the city's landmarks. (AP Video: Michael Hill, Ted Shaffrey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop a building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop of building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026.(AP Photo/Michael Hill)]
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            A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop of building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026.(AP Photo/Michael Hill)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- Albany loves its giant dog statue. 
Nipper, a 28-foot (9-meter) tall white dog with black ears has sat conspicuously atop a warehouse for almost seven decades -- recreating the famous image of a terrier listening attentively to a phonograph that was long used by electronics and communications company RCA. 
Over time, the statue has grown into a source of local pride around this city on the Hudson River. Parents point it out to their kids from the highway. Nipper's image, with his head cocked to one side, appears on items like key chains, ball caps and hoodies.
"When I think of Nipper, I think of Albany. When I think of Albany, I think of Nipper," said Cody Hitt, who was out with friends recently at a bar right by the statue.
Now that pride is tempered with concern for Nipper's future. After years of litigation, the unused four-story warehouse on which Nipper sits was recently marked by a red placard with white slash -- a warning to firefighters and other first responders to use caution when entering. 
"It's definitely not a good thing for Nipper. He is attached to that building, so if something happens to it, it's going to be kind of hard to take him off," said Cara Macri, director of preservation services for the Historic Albany Foundation. 

    
The history of Nipper
The flesh-and-blood Nipper lived in late 19th century England and earned his name after trying to bite people's ankles. His owner's brother, Francis Barraud, immortalized the dog posthumously in the painting "His Master's Voice," which shows Nipper intrigued by the recorded sound coming from a phonograph horn. 
The Gramophone Company in London purchased a version of the image in 1899 and it was registered soon after for use in the United States. The "His Master's Voice" trademark was acquired in 1929 by the company that became RCA.
Albany's Nipper, with a composite body over a steel frame, was placed by a crane atop the building in the late 1950s to advertise the location of an RCA appliance distributor.


There were many Nipper statues made during his heyday, including a 1958 Nipper statue now at the Maryland Center for History and Culture in Baltimore that's 14 feet (4 meters) high and paired with a larger-than-life phonograph. 

    
    
    
But Albany's is bigger. It stands out in a skyline otherwise notable for a modernist state government complex adjacent to the state Capitol, which features a 44-story office tower and theater shaped like a giant egg. 

    
The beloved dog appears on socks, caps, stickers and shot glasses for sale downtown at the Fort Orange General Store, where store owner Erica Cubello said the items are bestsellers. 
"He is kind of like our unofficial mascot here at Fort Orange, as well as the city of Albany," said Cubello, who was wearing a Nipper hoodie.

    
The dog statue in Albany
Nipper still looks fresh after all these years. But the building below him has sat unused for at least a decade, with paint chipped off the front exterior.
Nothing ever became of plans announced a decade ago to develop apartments and retail space in the newly purchased building. Foreclosure litigation has been going on for years and city tax documents show an attorney acting as a receiver.
Lawyers involved in the litigation didn't immediately respond to calls for comment.
By 2024, the Historic Albany Foundation put the building on its list of places in peril. In March, the city put the red-and-white caution placard up on the building's entrance. Times-Union columnist Chris Churchill soon after sounded the alarm in a piece headlined: "Nipper has our love, but needs more protection."

Albany Mayor Dorcey Applyrs' office said she is working to add Nipper to the city's list of historic landmarks, which could help protect the dog and the building from damaging changes. Separately, a state board last month nominated the warehouse district that includes Nipper's building for state and national historic registers. That would make the building eligible for state and federal historic preservation tax credits.
There is no serious talk of moving Nipper from his forever home, which would be logistically challenging and expensive. 
Besides, where would the roughly four ton (3,600 kilogram) statue go?
"There's a whole redevelopment downtown. You could put him there. You could put him on the riverfront," Macri said. "But he's a big dog." 
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    1 million bees make for bumper-to-buzzer traffic on a Tennessee highway ramp




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, beekeepers work to contain a swarm of bees that escaped from a crashed truck on Interstate 40 in Knoxville, Tenn., on Friday, April 17, 2026. (TDOT via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo provided by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, beekeepers work to contain a swarm of bees that escaped from a crashed truck on Interstate 40 in Knoxville, Tenn., on Friday, April 17, 2026. (TDOT via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Travelers on an East Tennessee interstate were forced to brake for workers -- and drones, perhaps even a queen -- when a truck carrying about 1 million bees crashed Friday.
The swarm shut down an exit of Interstate 40 in Knoxville, said Mark Nagi, Tennessee Department of Transportation regional spokesperson. There were no injuries, he said.
"The ramp from I-40 East to Henley Street is back open but the truck is destroyed and the bees are... well... buzzing," Nagi posted, along with a photo of a person in beekeeper garb. "Unless you are dressed in this outfit please stay in your vehicles in this area." 
Later Friday, Nagi confirmed that all of the bees had been moved from the area and the truck was removed. 
What could not be as easily quelled were the puns.
"So, this is the buzz around town?" U.S. Rep. Tim Burchett wrote on social media. "This stuff just writes itself."

The Virginia Department of Transportation commiserated on social media. Its northern division reminisced about a 2018 crash that similarly released a swarm of bees on Interstate 495, prompting the advice, "Please roll up your windows."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bees-highway-crash-tennessee-592ae29c23856d6b67bcc7123fe9867a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals
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            On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for a group of teenagers. Some dressed as cats and foxes, perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers. It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. (AP video shot by: Cristian Kovadloff)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            By 
            ALMUDENA CALATRAVA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for an unusual group of teenagers.
Sofia, wearing a lifelike beagle mask, ran across the grass on all fours. Nearby, 15-year-old Aguara leapt through the air, clearing an obstacle course while imitating the precise movements of a Belgian breed dog. Others dressed as cats and foxes perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]



        

        
        
            
                    Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. The trend has taken over Argentine social media over the past few months, gaining traction on platforms like TikTok, where the hashtag #therian has surpassed 2 million posts, with Argentina leading all other Latin American countries in engagement. The surge has drawn the attention of influencers and media outlets alike, sparking reactions that range from laughter and bewilderment to outright anger.
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
14

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Picture this: A raffle offers a Picasso for 100 euros to fund Alzheimer's research
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
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And as the movement gains traction, psychologists are stepping in to analyze the phenomenon and its place in public discourse.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aguara, who claims to identify as a Belgian Malinois and counts her age as the equivalent of two years and two months in dog years, says she's a lot like any other teenager.
"I wake up like a normal person and live my life like a normal person," she said. "I simply have moments when I like being a dog."

    
    
    
As the leader of what she calls her "pack," Aguara -- the name she identifies with -- boasts more than 125,000 followers on TikTok and coordinates regular meetups around the Argentine capital.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aru, a 16-year-old who wore a seal mask to the park meetup, said she considers herself part of the "otherpaw" branch of therians: individuals who wear masks and tails or move on all fours just for fun. "It's not necessarily about identifying as an animal," she said. 

    
She reckons the therian trend took off in Argentina because of the country's "fairly free" environment. For other young Argentines, the movement has provided a vital community where they can feel truly accepted.
Should parents be worried?
Debora Pedace, a psychologist and director of the Integral Therapeutic Center in Buenos Aires, acknowledged that the phenomenon generates a complex mix of confusion, laughter and even anger.

"From a psychological standpoint, this is a symbolic identification with an animal," Pedace said. "It becomes pathological or alarming only when it turns into a deeply rooted belief and the person fully assumes the role of an animal, potentially leading to self-harm or hurting others."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    How 2 men claimed an absurd record by driving an old 3-wheel car the length of Africa




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Jenks poses with the Reliant Robin called "Sheila the three-wheeler" he and Seth Scott drove from London to Cape Town in a bid to break a Guinness World Record for being the first to do the journey in a three-wheeled car in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, March 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]
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            By 
            GERALD IMRAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- Englishman Ollie Jenks remembers when his friend first pitched the idea to him.
"It was so ridiculous I couldn't say no," Jenks said.
The proposal by his Canadian buddy Seth Scott, a fellow lover of cars and crazy adventures, was for them to drive a decades-old British-made Reliant Robin car from London to the southern tip of Africa -- a 14,000-mile (22,500-kilometer) journey through 22 countries -- to set a record for the longest trip in a three-wheeled vehicle.
Reliant Robins have cultlike status in the U.K. as humble three-wheelers that, in Jenks' words, were designed to go to the shops and back in 1970s Britain. They went out of production in the early 2000s but remain loved in British culture, especially after a Reliant appeared as the Trotter brothers' trusty but battered yellow van in the hugely popular sitcom "Only Fools and Horses."
Yet you couldn't find a less suitable vehicle to take thousands of miles through tropical jungles, mountain ranges and deserts down the west side of Africa. And that's precisely why Jenks went for the absurd plan.

    
Sheila the three-wheeler
Sheila, the silver three-wheeler -- one of the last Reliant Robins to be built -- was acquired specifically for the adventure. Jenks and Scott set off in October with a can of fuel and a few essential supplies strapped to Sheila's small roof, and a large amount of blind hope that they would somehow make it to Cape Town, South Africa, near the bottom of the world.
"No power steering, no air con, and it doesn't do well up hills or down them. It is the most unsuitable car for probably any journey," Jenks said in an unkind assessment of Sheila's abilities. "We made friends with the designer of this car, and he's scared to take it any more than 20 miles."
Jenks and Scott ignored all the advice and took Sheila on the epic journey over four-and-a-half months that cost in the region of $40,000 to $50,000, Jenks said. They had help from sponsors and crowd funding, and documented the journey on an Instagram page that pulled in nearly 100,000 followers under the title: "14,000 miles, 3 wheels, 0 common sense."



    
        




    




Attempted coups and airstrikes
They arrived in Benin during an attempted coup. They skirted through northern Nigeria as the U.S. launched airstrikes on Islamic State targets. They were given a military escort for about 300 miles (480 kilometers) through a region of separatist violence in Cameroon.
"Imagine this car in a military convoy," Jenks said.
And there were many brushes with traffic-related danger, including when an overtaking bus almost flattened Sheila against a cliff face in Congo.
True to form that Reliants are sometimes not so reliable, there were also countless breakdowns on the punishing roads.

    
    
    
Sheila needed her wheel springs replaced in the first two weeks. The gearbox broke in Ghana, leaving them with only fourth gear. In Cameroon, there were clutch and distributor problems and then the big one: the engine blew up.

    
Through all the technical problems, the kindness of strangers and the intrepidness of Jenks and Scott kept them going. One man got a new gearbox shipped to Ghana. Reliant enthusiasts in the U.K. helped find a new engine to send to Cameroon.
After one breakdown, people helped load Sheila onto a cattle truck so she could be taken to a garage. Mechanics across the continent screwed, hammered and welded Sheila to keep her together, sometimes shaking their heads at the madness of it all.

    
Where no Reliant Robin has gone before
But there were also majestic moments, the kind that Jenks and Scott had envisioned to make it all worth it. 
Sheila cruised through stunning mountain ranges and vast deserts -- where surely no Reliant Robin has gone before. She went on safari, driving alongside galloping giraffes, spotting endangered rhinos, and posing for a picture next to a giant elephant.
More than 120 days after setting off, she rattled into Cape Town last month on an engine that began badly overheating in the Namibian desert and had been touch and go for about 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers).
"This is a great underdog story," said Graeme Hurst, a South African car lover who followed them on Instagram and came to see Sheila. "I see the farcical kind of comical nature of it ... but also the sheer admiration. I mean, they have utter tenacity."

    
In South Africa, Sheila was put on temporary display in a showroom for high-end cars and was the center of attention ahead of the glittering Porsches and Mercedes, showing off her broken side window, her gas-stained windshield, her bent tire rims, and her countless dents and scratches.

She will rest now and be given the thorough service she deserves, Jenks said. Eventually, she'll be driven to Kenya, put on a ship to Turkey, then make one last trip back to the U.K. to find a home at the London Transport Museum.
Jenks said he felt triumphant after reaching Cape Town, but relieved to have survived and finally be out of the tiny two-seater.
"It was like driving a motorized coffin," he said. 
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrates her 69th birthday at Berlin Zoo




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            The world's oldest gorilla living in captivity has celebrated her 69th birthday. Fatou spent Monday munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo (AP video shot by Fanny Brodersen).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, arrives at its enclosure to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Fatou, according to the Zoo with 69 years the older Gorilla in the world, arrives in its enclosure to celebrate its birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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            By 
            STEFANIE DAZIO and FANNY BRODERSEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrated her 69th birthday with a feast Monday, munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo.
But no birthday cake, because sugar isn't healthy for the aging primate.
Fatou, a western lowland gorilla, arrived in what was then West Berlin in 1959. She was believed to be about 2 years old at the time, though her exact birth date isn't known -- April 13 is her designated birthday. Gorillas can live for around 35-40 years in the wild and longer in captivity.
Fatou became the zoo's oldest resident in 2024, following the death of Ingo the flamingo. The bird was believed to be at least 75 and had lived at the zoo since 1955.
Fatou was likely born in the wild in western Africa, but the story goes that a French sailor took her out of Africa and bartered her to cover his bar tab in Marseille, France, according to the Guinness World Records. A French animal trader then reportedly sold her to the zoo.


    
These days, Fatou lives in an enclosure of her own and prefers to keep her distance from the zoo's other gorillas in her old age. She's lost her teeth and she suffers from a touch of arthritis and hearing loss.


But Christian Aust, the Berlin Zoo's primate supervisor, said that she's friendly with the zookeepers, if still a bit stubborn.
At 69 years old, she's earned it. Alles Gute zum Geburtstag, Fatou.
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    Hot dogs and steaks and bacon, oh my! Meat raffles keep a beloved Midwest tradition alive




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    Meat raffles have been a fixture in bars and American Legion posts in the state for decades, but rising costs and fixed prize limits have put the squeeze on charitable organizations which rely on the fundraisers. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            STEVE KARNOWSKI and MARK VANCLEAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WACONIA, Minn. (AP) -- In these polarizing times, Minnesotans have found something they can agree on -- the thrill of a meat raffle.
Meat raffles have been popular in pockets of the U.S. for decades, offering a fun way to raise money for charities while handing out prizes ranging from ground beef and hot dogs to chicken breasts and steaks. But while inflation has surged and meat prices have soared, Minnesota's $70 per-event prize limit hasn't changed in nearly 40 years. 
The deeply divided Minnesota Legislature hasn't been able to agree on much this year, but it's almost a sure bet to respond by upping the cap to $200. That will allow charities to offer more and bigger grill packs, and thicker, fancier steaks, while funding local youth sports teams and other causes. And it will ensure that the state's beloved if quirky tradition of gambling for meat products will remain viable.

    
"This is probably the best feel-good bill that we have going on in the Legislature right now," said Republican Rep. Jim Nash, lead House author of the meat raffle legislation.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Andrea "Mama" Avaloz holds up the package of fajita meat, beef sticks and pork chops that she won in a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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Even with the lower prize limit, Andrea "Mama" Avaloz scored with a $2 bet. Game organizers spun a wheel and landed on her number 5, making her a winner of the American Legion Post 150 in the lakeside town of Waconia, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) west of Minneapolis.



    
        




    




"So I have a little fajita meat. We are set to go!" Avaloz said as she picked up her plastic-wrapped prize. "Beef sticks! Love them!"

    
    
    
Moments later she realized there was a surprise hidden beneath her beef and sausages.
"Oh my God, I have pork chops!" she exclaimed. "I picked a good one! I'm so excited!"
Meat raffles originated during World War II as a response to wartime rationing in the United Kingdom. They spread to Canada, Australia and New Zealand, and eventually migrated to Minnesota, Wisconsin, western New York and a few other states.

    
Nash, who represents Waconia, said he expects a vote in the House next week to expand the prize cap and approval soon after in the Senate.
"It's an opportunity for bipartisanship," he said. "It's an opportunity to do good things."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteer John Sartwell announces the winning numbers during a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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The service organizations that run meat raffles and other charitable gambling in Minnesota put the proceeds back into their communities. The bars and restaurants that host them benefit from bigger crowds that buy more burgers and beer. 
Joe Gifford, commander of Post 150, which was founded in 1920, said those sales mean even more money to support Legion baseball and softball teams, and to maintain veterans' monuments.
"Every dollar we raise here, after we pay our bills, actually goes right back into all those different services for community, veterans, and active duty military," Gifford said. "And the meat raffle is a part of that. It's one of the instruments where we actually draw crowds in on a Friday."
In Minneapolis, meat raffles are held each Friday night in the 1029 Bar, a spot often patronized by police officers. Behind the bar there's a squad car door hanging that's riddled with bullet holes.


    
Roberta Rodriguez, site manager for the Northeast Minneapolis Lions Club, runs the charitable gambling operation at the bar, which like Post 150 also includes other games, like bingo and pull-tabs. 
"We have a lot customers that come every week," Rodriguez said. "So they get to know each other, they tease each other when someone wins too much."
Ashley Burris hadn't heard of meat raffles until she moved to Minnesota from Virginia. Now she seeks out bars that offer them.
"It's kinda my vibe," she said during a break in the action. 
Burris said she hadn't heard of the legislation -- or the idea that prizes might be too small. She was focused more on the fun.
"It's never crossed my mind -- although you can never have too much rib-eye," she said.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/meat-raffles-charity-gambling-minnesota-wisconsin-ny-a9700ca9e106a618903c73a5d6a9abd3
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                    Climate

    Backyard vegetable gardens are healthy for people and the planet. Here's how to start yours




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A lettuce seedling is displayed in Boston on Dec. 8, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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                                        If you want healthy food, experts say to eat what's local, organic and in-season. Those foods benefit the planet too, because they are less taxing on the soil and they don't travel as far.
It doesn't get more local, organic and in-season than a backyard vegetable garden.
At this time of year, many backyards across the country are still covered in snow. But it's the perfect time to start planning for a garden because you'll want to have supplies ready to start planting just after the last frost date in your area.
Below are some tips on how to plan a backyard garden and reasons why you should do it.

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    The healthiest and most climate-conscious food is local, organic and in season. A backyard vegetable garden checks all those boxes, but starting one can feel intimidating. We have tips to help you grow a garden from scratch.

                

                
            
        

    



Homegrown vegetables have fewer emissions

Vegetable gardens benefit the surrounding ecosystem by adding diverse plant life, especially where they replace grass or cover a deck or patio. They also can provide flowering plants for pollinators.
The plants capture and store carbon in the soil, promote healthy soil by preventing compaction and can make the air cooler on rooftops and patios, according to Ellen Comeau, who chairs the advisory council for the Cuyahoga County Master Gardener Volunteers with the Ohio State University Extension program.

    
Homegrown vegetables and fruits are responsible for fewer emissions than their store-bought counterparts because grocery store produce typically travels long distances on trucks.
"There's this whole idea of a zero-kilometer meal, that I don't have to travel anywhere, except my backyard, to make food. That certainly helps the climate," said Carol Connare, editor of The Old Farmer's Almanac.
Gardening has health benefits

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lettuce seedlings rest in a container under a blue light in Boston on Dec. 8, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lettuce seedlings rest in a container under a blue light in Boston on Dec. 8, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The health benefits from gardening are multifaceted, "social, emotional, nutritional, physical," said Katherine Alaimo, an associate professor of food science and human nutrition at Michigan State University.
Gardening promotes physical health because it requires a lot of movement. The food is typically picked at the height of ripeness and eaten fresh so it tends to have more nutrients than grocery store produce.
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[image: A woman applies sunscreen to a man at Avlaki beach east of Athens, Greece, Aug. 7, 2025. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Most sunscreens harm corals. Here's what you can do
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A farmer rests his hands on vegetables at a market June 15, 2023, in Manchester, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How you store produce can make it last longer
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A shopper looks at a rack at Mothership, a vintage and thrift store, Thursday, March 26, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Alyssa Goodman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Fast furniture isn't built to last. Here's how to find quality pieces that are still affordable
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Alaimo said most gardeners don't use pesticides and grow their food organically. And of course, when you grow more produce, you eat more produce.

    
    
    
"That's going to reinforce people eating more fruits and vegetables even in the off season when they're not growing food. So they try new foods, they potentially increase creativity and their cooking skills," she said.
Alaimo said gardening also connects people with nature, provides a sense of responsibility and accomplishment and encourages sharing harvests with friends. All of that can contribute to reduced stress, lower blood pressure and higher energy, she said.

    

Picking the right spot and budgeting
Sunlight is the biggest factor in choosing where to put your garden. Most produce wants at least six hours of sunlight per day. If sunny spots are few, save them for fruiting plants because leafy greens can tolerate more shade.
It also helps to have a nearby water source because you'll get more food for less effort if you're not lugging buckets of water a long way.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


If you're growing in the ground, Comeau said to start with a soil test to determine its acidity and nutrient makeup. Soil samples, once bagged or boxed, can typically be sent to a cooperative extension office at a university. The Old Farmer's Almanac offers a list of extension offices by state. The results will give you an idea of what to grow and whether you need fertilizer or other amendments.

    
If you have barren soil or a concrete patio, you can buy or build raised beds with purchased soil. Connare said raised beds have advantages such as controlling the soil, but the disadvantages include the cost and the likelihood of compacting soil and eventually needing to replace it.
After finding the right spot, Comeau said the next step is figuring out how much you have to spend. That determines how big the garden is, whether you sow seeds or buy baby plants known as starts and how many supplies you can afford.
Another major investment: fencing for pests. That means digging fences into the soil to stop burrowing animals like groundhogs, making them tall to deter deer or installing netting for climbing critters.

    

Choosing what to grow and when to start

What you can grow depends on what falls into your region's plant hardiness zone. Californians can grow olives more easily than Ohioans, for example.
Connare recommends finding out what plants are working for your neighbors.
"They might be able to tell you, 'I can't grow a Cherokee tomato here to save my life, but these tie-dye ones do great,'" she said.
Once you've narrowed down what can grow, pick what appeals to you. Kevin Espiritu, founder of Epic Gardening, said he used to advise people to focus on what grows the fastest and easiest, but now he also emphasizes choosing what you like to eat.
Connare also recommends adding flowers to attract pollinators. Local garden centers are good sources of knowledge about what native plants will attract beneficial insects.
Espiritu said to figure out the last frost date in your area and plan around that. Many fruits and vegetables are best planted after the frost threat has passed, but some can go in earlier. Cool-season crops like leafy vegetables can tolerate slightly colder temperatures. Seeds can get started indoors weeks before the last frost date.

    
Comeau said seed packet labels often provide instructions.
"The label will tell you when you can start it and when it can go into the ground. Some obviously go right into the ground and some can be started ahead of time," she said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Lifestyle

    Dear Readers: Yes, pen pal programs still exist in a digital world




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Associated Press reporter Holly Ramer shares why she continues to handwrite letters to her New Zealand pen pal of 40 years. (AP video: Holly Ramer)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Some of the hundreds of letters AP reporter Holly Ramer has received from her pen pal in New Zealand are displayed in Bow, N.H., Thursday, April 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Holly Ramer)]
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            Some of the hundreds of letters AP reporter Holly Ramer has received from her pen pal in New Zealand are displayed in Bow, N.H., Thursday, April 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Holly Ramer)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Martin Murray shows longtime pen pals Molly Nunns, left, and AP reporter Holly Ramer during a walk in Wellington, New Zealand, Saturday, March 7, 2026. (Martin Murray via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Martin Murray shows longtime pen pals Molly Nunns, left, and AP reporter Holly Ramer during a walk in Wellington, New Zealand, Saturday, March 7, 2026. (Martin Murray via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by J.M. Hirsch shows longtime pen pals Molly Nunns, left, and AP reporter Holly Ramer visit the Empire State Building in New York, during their first meeting in May 2000. (J.M. Hirsch via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Martin Murray, AP reporter Holly Ramer, left, poses with her pen pal of 40 years, Molly Nunns, in Waikanae, New Zealand, Saturday, March 7, 2026. (Martin Murray via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Martin Murray, AP reporter Holly Ramer, left, poses with her pen pal of 40 years, Molly Nunns, in Waikanae, New Zealand, Saturday, March 7, 2026. (Martin Murray via AP)
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- In 1985, a 13-year-old girl in New Zealand spotted a pair of purple, lip-shaped sunglasses in "Young Miss" magazine. In March, I traveled 9,000 miles from New Hampshire to deliver them to her, finally fulfilling my pen pal's decades-old request.
International Youth Service, the agency that matched us up 40 years ago, has long since folded, but other pen pal programs have survived -- or even began during -- the internet age. And even though New Zealand's postal system has reduced home delivery days, Denmark has stopped delivering letters altogether and Canada is moving in that direction, some see signs of a letter-writing resurgence.
"The hunger is there," said Rachel Syme, a writer for The New Yorker magazine who created a pen pal program during the COVID-19 pandemic and later published a book encouraging others to take up handwritten correspondence.

    
More than 15,000 people signed up for Syme's Penpalooza project in 2020, and she still gets hundreds of takers when she coordinates a new round of matchmaking every few months. She also gets requests for pen pals at book signings for "Syme's Letter Writer - A Guide to Modern Correspondence," and the stationery stores she frequents in New York City are always crowded with customers.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
21

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"People are very interested in physical, analog things right now," she said. "I think it really has an appeal especially to a younger generation who grew up with a phone glued to their hand, to do something that's more tactile, slower, more intentional, more mindful, but also just disconnected from the internet in every way."

    
    
    
"Yours (hopefully)"

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


I was still 10 years away from connecting to the internet when I opened my first aerogramme from New Zealand, a sheet of pale blue paper that served as both writing surface and envelope adorned with a 45-cent stamp. That missive ended with a formal "Yours (hopefully) Molly Nunns," but within a year, she was signing off with "Lots and lots of love" or "Your friend forever."
In letter after letter, Molly drew little hearts on the tails of y's in both of our first names, asked for updates on my middle school crushes and shared stories about her classmates and family. I could clearly picture her life, though it was hard in snowy New Hampshire to imagine celebrating Christmas during the summer.

    
"I am thinking of you heaps and I wonder what you are doing because you're a SUPER pen friend and I hope that we never stop writing to each other and that one day we will get to meet each other," she wrote in early 1986.
Julie Delbridge, 65, fostered similar friendships after joining International Pen Friends as a teenager in 1979. Writing to pen pals in more than a dozen countries from her home in Australia was such a positive experience that she began working for the organization as an adult and took over as its president in 2001. While she loved sharing photos, postcards and treats with her pen friends, it also was a therapeutic experience at a time when her parents were going through a bitter divorce.

    
"It was a pastime that I totally immersed myself into in a positive way and gained a lot of enjoyment from," she said. "There was an abundance of non-judgmental friendship, fun and different perspectives."
Over its 59-year history, IPF has provided pen pals to more than 2 million people ages 8 to 80+, she said. Membership peaked in the late 1990s but surged again during the pandemic, and this year, there's been an increase in people ages 21-26 joining.
Pen pals in the classroom
In 2021, the U.S. Postal Service sent cards and envelopes to 25,000 elementary school classrooms for a pen pal project, but older students also are putting pen to paper.
In Texas, a group of medical students created an anonymous pen pal program to promote peer support and personal reflection. At Villanova University, professor Kamran Javadizadeh requires students to send letters to each other as part of a literature class called "Letters, Texts, Twitter" that examines different forms of epistolary communication in literature.
"I make them put pieces of paper in envelopes and take them to the post office and send them to each other even though they could just as easily hand it to the person in class," he said. "Something is lost when you have instantaneous communication. So I'm interested in the relationship between synchronous kinds of intimacy and asynchronous forms of intimacy."

    
Gordon Alley-Young, dean of communications at New York's Kingsborough Community College, believes letters are like vinyl records -- they're coming back into fashion as young people explore a tangible medium from the past. He has both studied the history of letter writing and used it to teach students empathy. 
In an interpersonal communication class, he noticed that students analyzing case studies about relationship problems offered matter-of-fact, almost insensitive diagnoses. But when he re-wrote the case studies in the form of letters from friends and had students respond in kind, they began sharing their own feelings and offering more open-ended advice.
"We really want students to connect to what they're looking at," he said. "And letter writing encourages that."

    
Pen pals in the digital age
An app called Slowly seeks to combine modern technology with the old-fashioned anticipation inherent to the pen pal relationship. Users send messages digitally, but delivery is delayed from an hour to several days to mimic snail mail.
"This delay naturally encourages longer, more thoughtful messages because you wouldn't just say 'hi' if you know you have to wait days for a reply," said cofounder JoJo Chan.
Since 2017, the app has gained 10 million users in more than 160 countries, most in their 20s and 30s. One user said he was curious about pen pals after hearing about them from his grandparents, Chan said.
"Slowly offers a convenient way and a modern way for them to try that experience," she said.
Syme, however, is all about the tangible aspects of letter writing. Her book includes advice on paper and pens plus all kinds of goodies that can be tucked into envelopes.
"There is joy to be had once you fully embrace the medium's outdated extravagance," she writes.
But letter writing, she said in an interview, is like a swimming pool, both shiny and deep. The frippery and embellishments don't matter in comparison to what you actually put on the page.
"That's where I think it can get very real, very quickly," she said.
A special connection
Molly and I had been writing for 15 years by the time we met in person, spending a day together in New York when she toured the U.S. in May 2000. We crossed paths in London a few years later, and in 2018, she and her family visited New Hampshire. 
"Who would have thought when we started writing in 1985 that one day you'd be sitting here? It's quite amazing," she said during my recent visit. "We'll always have a special connection, I'm sure."

In addition to the sunglasses, I also gave Molly a bound book of 200 pages of her letters that I scanned and printed. At age 13, I never could have imagined that someday I'd have searchable PDFs of our teenage scribblings that could be summarized in 10 seconds by artificial intelligence. But what amazes me more is the depth of the connection I felt during our tearful airport goodbye.
We will for sure meet again. Until then, lots and lots of love, Holly.
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                    Sports

    Why the workouts of Formula 1 drivers might help computer users with 'tech neck'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Argentine Alpine Formula 1 driver Franco Colapinto drives during a demonstration run in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, April 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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                                        Keeping your eyes on the road is vital if your car travels at a speed of 200 mph (322 kph). A strong neck helps.
Neck-strengthening exercises are integral in the fast-paced world of Formula 1 racing. Plenty of drivers will bring specialized training gear for that purpose when they arrive in Florida for Sunday's Miami Grand Prix, the next event of a lucrative, year-long championship which spans the globe. 
Working out with weighted harnesses or using deep body-weight stretches stabilize their heads and help them stay focused on the track through high-speed corners while forces up to five times as strong as gravity heave their bodies from side to side. 
Adults with "tech neck" don't work in such extreme conditions, but the training techniques of professional race car drivers highlight an often-overlooked muscle group. Paying greater attention to posture while using screens and adding neck-specific exercises to a fitness routine are small changes that could ease discomfort, according to Dr. Neeru Jayanthi, an Atlanta-based sports medicine specialist who works with athletes of all ages from a range of sports.

    
"Does a normal person need to have a neck like an F1 driver? Probably not," Antti Kontsas, an experienced performance coach who worked with four-time F1 champion Sebastian Vettel and other stars of the sport, said. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Still, "the healthy foundations are the same for the normal person and for the driver. Where you would start is exactly the same," Kontsas told The Associated Press.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


As with any other fitness activity, neck training needs to be practiced safely and with attention to an individual's physical needs and limitations. When in doubt, seek guidance from a doctor or other medical professional, especially if you have experienced neck injuries or don't know what might be causing your aching neck. 
When you're aware of your limits, "it's just knowing the loading, exposing gradually. That's the safe way to progress," Konstas says. 

    
    
    
How drivers train

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this April 20, 2006 file photo Ferrari driver Michael Schumacher of Germany stretches his neck during a press conference at the Dino and Enzo Ferrari racetrack in Imola, Italy.   (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, file)]



        

        
        
            
                    FILE - In this April 20, 2006 file photo Ferrari driver Michael Schumacher of Germany stretches his neck during a press conference at the Dino and Enzo Ferrari racetrack in Imola, Italy. Michael Schumacher said Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2009 he is calling off his much-anticipated Formula One comeback because of lingering injuries from a motorcycling crash earlier this year. The seven-time world champion was to fill in for injured Ferrari driver Felipe Massa and hoped to return at the European Grand Prix in Valencia, Spain, later this month. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, file)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The days when F1 drivers smoke and drank before a Grand Prix are long gone. Even in the 1990s, fitness was crucial to Michael Schumacher's success; the seven-time champion from Germany emphasized cardio and strength training. After all, fatigue causes mistakes.
A key element of Kontsas' training programs is not overlooking the neck, otherwise known as the cervical spine, when exercising your back and core. 

    
Body-weight exercises like keeping the head level with the shoulders in a lateral, or side, plank position can help. Another easy exercise can be done lying down.
"The most simple thing is lying on your back on a bench with your head hanging and then holding your head in a complete horizontal line. You're holding your head still and seeing how long you can hold that. That's a good way to train, particularly, the front musculature," Kontsas said.
To increase the challenge, drivers typically use a resistance band or a weighted harness that straps around the head to work their neck muscles. 

    
Beating the pain of 'computer neck'
Training doesn't have to take up a lot of time. Even F1 drivers might only do neck exercises for 10 to 15 minutes a session, two or three times a week, according to Kontsas.
If you spend a lot of time at a desk for work, improving neck health can start with a simple reminder to be aware of your posture and simple stretches like tucking the chin back to compensate for leaning forward toward a screen.
"Computer neck," a modern ailment that causes neck, shoulder and back pain, comes when "your head sits in different positions off the spine" while working, explains Jayanthi.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands stretches before speaking with media prior to the Japanese Formula One Grand Prix Thursday, March 26, 2026, in Suzuka, central Japan. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands stretches before speaking with media prior to the Japanese Formula One Grand Prix Thursday, March 26, 2026, in Suzuka, central Japan. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia stretches during an interview at the Hermanos Rodriguez race track ahead the Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race in Mexico City, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia stretches during an interview at the Hermanos Rodriguez race track ahead the Formula One Mexico Grand Prix auto race in Mexico City, Oct. 23, 2025. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
"You sit in front of the computer for two, three, four hours, and you never realize that your head was in the wrong position the entire time," he said. "So we can go back to positioning our neck and actually doing chin tucks and isometrics to push your head in the correct position on the spine. Just remind yourself every 30 to 60 minutes."
There's evidence that having a strong neck and trunk can help with other serious issues, according to Jayanthi. For example, neck training is "one of the most accessible, least expensive" options for concussion recovery and prevention, he said. 
Likewise, spine strength can be a predictor of injury prevention or mitigation in tennis players, Jayanthi said.

    
Life in F1 can be a pain in the neck

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: British Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, center, exercises during a promotional event ahead of the Formula One race in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    British Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, center, exercises during a promotional event ahead of the Formula One race in Mexico City, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
It's hard to measure how much faster fitness makes a driver, but it's notable that one of Formula 1's most celebrated non-driver staff members of the last 15 years is Angela Cullen, longtime personal physiotherapist to seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton.
The physical challenge of racing at the top level can be shock to first-timers. 

At age 18, British driver Oliver Bearman made his F1 race debut with two days' notice as a replacement for Ferrari when regular driver Carlos Sainz, Jr. needed emergency surgery in 2024. Bearman was fit from racing in junior series Formula 2, but the strain on his body from going at F1 speed was in another league. 

    
"Destroyed" was his response to being asked how he felt afterward.
"Physically it was a really difficult race. ... I think especially my lower back and my neck, it's hurting," Bearman added.
___
Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on all aspects of wellness, at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/computer-neck-pain-racing-drivers-exercises-2f4dee37c7e7cfbbdff237cf706e4676
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    How a remote camera with a sound trigger captured the Artemis II launch - and startled birds




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: NASA's Artemis II moon rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center's Launch Pad 39-B Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]



        

        
        
            
                    NASA's Artemis II moon rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center's Launch Pad 39-B Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            CHRIS O'MEARA

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Chris O'Meara is a Tampa-based staff photographer who has worked for 39 years documenting major events, including space launches along Florida's Space Coast.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
How I made this photo
I made this photo from a remote camera. We used a Sony Alpha 9 II camera with a 24-70 mm F 2.8 lens.
We used a device called a MIOPS, which is connected to the camera via a USB-C cord. The MIOPS has several settings, one of which is used to trigger the cameras using the sound from the rocket's engines.
Orlando staff photographer John Raoux and I spent several hours over multiple days working on constructing, testing and placing the cameras in several sites around the launch pad.
We also had four cameras inside the launch pad perimeter fence that we connected to an ethernet port that would send the images back to our Expedite program, so we could retrieve these images very quickly.

    
New York photo editor Sydney Schaefer downloaded those images so we could concentrate on our handheld manned cameras.
Why this photo works
I feel the image works for its historical value - the United States had not sent astronauts to the moon since 1972 and this was a test of a new rocket by NASA. This photo along with our other images will be used over and over until Artemis III, which is scheduled to launch in 2027.



    
        




    




That will be another test for Artemis IV, which will carry astronauts and will land on the moon.

    
    
    
The photo also shows the nature side of the launch complex which has many different types of wildlife in the area.
The nesting birds being "disturbed" and taking flight when the rocket lifted off.
The time of day, the setting sun was perfect, helping to silhouette the rocket and exhaust smoke.

The launch window was two hours, starting before sunset and extending into what would have been considered a night launch. We had to ensure the camera setting would have been able to handle both situations.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here .
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    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) -

                



            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        


         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    


            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." They are now independents. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
        
            

                
                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
       

        
    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The Americans photo essay series
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.

    



        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    



        

    

    



    



                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/energized-democrats-conservative-villages-harris-emhoff-320a1cff9d66d806c41bc3dee9210975
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                    Climate

    Study says trees counter half the world's urban heating, but not in the places that need it most




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person walks through the blooming Yoshino cherry trees at the University of Washington, April 5, 2026, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Trees are countering nearly half the urban heating from pavement and buildings in the world's cities, but they're not doing enough cooling in hotter, poorer cities where it's needed the most as the world warms, a new study found.
When averaged out over all the world's cities, tree cover -- by giving shade and releasing water vapor -- cools an average of 0.27 degrees Fahrenheit (0.15 degrees Celsius), according to a study in Wednesday's Nature Communications.
Without those trees, the world cities would warm on average by 0.56 degrees Fahrenheit (0.31 degrees Celsius) due to the urban heat island effect, where dark roofs and pavement absorb heat. The human-caused warming mechanism is distinct from climate change caused by the burning of fossil fuels.
Researchers built their analysis of Earth's nearly 9,000 large cities by measuring temperatures for segments of about 150 city blocks each. That allowed them to capture cooling effects for cities and neighborhoods so that trees in New York's Central Park, for example, weren't credited for cooling more built-up areas miles away in the Bronx.

    
About 185 million people living in 31 of the larger cities already feel an average cooling from tree cover of at least half a degree Fahrenheit (0.3 degrees Celsius). But study lead author Rob McDonald, a scientist at the Nature Conservancy, said poorer and hotter large urban centers that need it the most aren't getting as much relief from higher heat, which can kill by confusing the brain, shutting down organs and overworking the heart.
Meteorologists measure the temperature difference between a city center and nearby rural area to find the urban heat island effect. Scientists in this study used a combination of weather station measurements, satellite data and computer models to see the cooling trees provided.



    
        




    




Little tree relief in hot, dry poor places
In 20 cities with at least 3 million people, residents feel less a tenth of a degree Fahrenheit (0.05 degrees Celsius) from cooling trees. In four cities -- Dakar, Senegal; Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; Kuwait City and Amman, Jordan -- there's such minimal tree cover that the more than 15 million people who live there get essentially no cooling from trees.

    
    
    
On the other end of the spectrum, McDonald looked at cities where tree cover cools at least 0.45 degrees Fahrenheit (0.25 degrees Celsius). Nearly 40% of cities in wealthy nations get that much cooling, but just under 9% in the poorest countries have that amount of tree relief, the study said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A mobile home park is visible April 22, 2026, in Newport, R.I. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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The list of places that cool the most is topped by Berlin and includes Atlanta, Moscow, Washington, Seattle and Sydney, which have more trees. For example, Atlanta has 64% of its land area under tree canopy, McDonald said. Wealthy areas in North America have larger lot sizes, individual ownership and residents with more political clout, all of which contribute to more trees growing and providing larger cover, said Chris Greene of the University of Dalhousie in Canada, who wasn't part of the study.

    
"There's this inequality," McDonald said. "When you look at cities globally, there are many, many cities, especially in developing countries, that have very low tree cover, and so I think the air temperature cooling number was a little less than we expected."

    
Thomas Crowther, an ecologist at the King Abdullah University of Science and Technology in Saudi Arabia, said every little bit helps. He's in a region where cities have nearly no cooling from tree cover, often because water is at a premium.
"As up to 75% of the human population shifts towards living in urban environments, these buffering effects of urban vegetation are going to be vital," said Crowther, who wasn't part of the research. "But we have to overturn the devastating inequities in the distribution of urban trees, so that their benefits can be experienced by the low- and middle-income communities that are often most vulnerable to the effects of extreme temperatures."
Planting trees won't save us from climate change

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Allie Bujakoski collects a native tree seedling as part of a collection effort April 22, 2026, in Newport, R.I. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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The study's authors said that cities, especially poorer and hotter ones, can and should do more to increase tree cover. But because of limitations in availability of water, land and proper species, combined with worsening climate change, at most they'd reduce future urban heating by 20%, McDonald said.

    
"Trees won't save us from climate change," McDonald said. "The climate scenarios are showing a much warmer world and there's only so much of that that tree cover can help with."
Still, planting trees has benefits beyond lowering heat. In 2019, Crowther and Jean-Francois Bastin in a study in the journal Science suggested planting a trillion new trees -- on top of the 3 trillion trees already growing on the planet -- to suck up carbon dioxide, not so much for their cooling.
"Planting trees does help fight climate change in multiple ways, but this strategy is not nearly enough to slow climate change to a significant degree," said University of Michigan environment dean Jonathan Overpeck, who wasn't part of the study. "Only by transitioning away from fossil fuels in favor of renewable energy and battery storage can we hope to halt the climate change that is wreaking havoc around the planet."

    
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Climate

    Planes and ships could run on kelp someday, but there are serious hurdles




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hadley Kerr, left, and Morgan Anthony hold pieces of tank-grown kelp Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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                                        WOODS HOLE, Mass. (AP) -- Green cells whirl around a red-light chamber, propelled by a blade through bubbling water. These little seaweed cells, called gametophytes, will develop into a strain of fast-growing kelp -- part of what was once a government-funded initiative to develop sustainable biofuels for American transport.
Electricity from solar and wind energy can power cars, however ships and aircraft largely run on liquid fuels made with a large percentage of oil or gasoline. When burned, those emit carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas that causes global warming. Biofuel, refined from organic material like plants or algae, is a potential option to change the fuel makeup.
One kind of biofuel comes from kelp. Through a process that uses heat and pressure to produce fuel, known as hydrothermal liquefaction, this humble seaweed could power ships and aircraft without any petroleum.

    
"We need other sources of energy that are sustainable, we can't just rely on petroleum," said Scott Lindell, a marine scientist at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution about a 90-minute drive south of Boston. "There's hardly anything simpler, or anything that grows quite as fast and as sustainably, as seaweed."

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A seaweed bioreactor circulates kelp gametophytes, little seaweed cells, under controlled light and temperature conditions Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    A seaweed bioreactor circulates kelp gametophytes, little seaweed cells, under controlled light and temperature conditions Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kelp strands dry on a line in Scott Lindell's lab Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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[image: A researcher holds a piece of tank-grown kelp Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is a collaboration between the MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing and The Associated Press.
___
Existing biofuels, like corn-derived ethanol, primarily work as gasoline additives. Corn crops require agricultural land, fresh water and pesticides while kelp, by contrast, can be grown in the ocean with minimal resources.
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[image: Amanda Joly, right, gives a tour to Naomi Jang, left, and Miles Abel, center, at the Blue Hill Observatory and Science Center, Saturday, March 14, 2026, in Milton, Mass. (Laura Martin Agudelo/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One of America's oldest weather observatories shows people the science behind our climate
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: David Stoff and Ann McDonald, activists, look out at the water in the Alewife Brook Reservation by a sewage outfall on Friday, March 13, 2026, in Cambridge, Mass. (Lucie McCormick/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Massachusetts is dumping sewage into waterways. Grassroots organizations are fighting back
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[image: Glorianna Davenport, founder of the Living Observatory, overlooks a stream cutting through Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How a retired cranberry bog helped change the game for wetland restoration
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Although any bioethanol -- whether produced from corn or kelp -- releases hazardous gases when burned, such as acetaldehyde, these fuels produce fewer greenhouse gases overall compared to petroleum-based fuels.
Researchers like Lindell have successfully bred kelp varieties that in some cases produce up to three times more biomass than conventional strains. Yet energy companies are hesitant to invest in large-scale aquaculture projects without demonstrated demand, and farmers are reluctant to scale up without a guaranteed buyer, forming a circular problem that has slowed industry development.
Government interest in biofuels is inconsistent

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hadley Kerr, left, and Morgan Anthony examine pieces of kelp Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Aquaculture farms today remain small, supplying kelp primarily to restaurants, cosmetics companies and fertilizer producers. Hauke Kite-Powell, an engineer and economic analyst at Woods Hole, said scaling kelp production to support a biofuel economy would require sustained government support, beyond just the private sector.

    
While oil price volatility, driven in part by international conflicts such as the war in Iran, has led to bursts of renewed interest in energy independence, government support for options like biofuel fluctuates in the United States. In 2016, a program run by the Department of Energy set out to develop tools for kelp-based biofuel production.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man pumps gas Sunday, March 15, 2026, in Cambridge, Mass. (Zoe Beketova/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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The program, known as MARINER -- Macroalgae Research Inspiring Novel Energy Resources -- consisted of projects ranging from developing heat-resistant kelp strains that can withstand warming oceans to studies on seaweed genomes. The Department of Energy often backs exploratory, high-risk high-return projects, and researchers involved in MARINER said they made progress, such as increasing kelp yields.

    
The program mirrored a similar feasibility-testing venture that began in the 1970s, which was swiftly terminated once oil prices stabilized. Lindell's lab, funded by MARINER, focused on improving crop yield by selectively breeding kelp with desirable qualities -- such as nonreproductive capabilities to prevent interbreeding with wild kelp -- so that, down the line, farmers could scale up their kelp production.
Lindell's MARINER funding lasted six years, finishing in 2024. Since then, federal research funding opportunities have been fewer and delayed. But the urgent need for sustainable energy remains, he said. "I don't think things have changed incredibly since the first oil crisis."
A middle market for kelp has yet to materialize

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Dixon harvests kelp lines in Point Judith, R.I., Friday, March 20, 2026. (Zoe Beketova/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Farmers note the difficulties of finding consistent kelp buyers. Oliver Dixon, a shellfish farmer based in Point Judith, Rhode Island, grows kelp to supplement his oyster business during the winter. As of this month, he expects to harvest about 10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms) of kelp, selling most of it to local restaurants and seafood markets.

    
"The buyers come in and out, it's pretty discouraging," Dixon said. His 9-acre (3.6-hectare) farm is hundreds of times smaller than what would be needed to produce biofuel, and without proven demand from the energy sector, he has no plans to expand.
Bren Smith, an ocean farmer and co-founder of GreenWave, a nonprofit supporting ocean farmers, argues that the issue isn't a lack of demand, but instead where kelp makes sense economically: Kelp is currently more viable in products like cosmetics or food, rather than fuel, which remains one of its lowest-value uses.
"We've made this mistake before, right?" Smith said, referring to large-scale investments in kelp research focused on fuel production instead of the seaweed's myriad other uses. "Competing with the most technically advanced, subsidized industry on the globe, the fossil fuel industry."

    

Red tape slows expansion, but researchers bet on the long game

Even with a guaranteed buyer, expanding kelp farming would face regulatory hurdles, according to Kite-Powell. In the United States, coastal waters are largely prioritized for recreation, fishing and conservation, making it difficult to obtain permits for large aquaculture projects. By contrast, countries in Asia often prioritize extensive seaweed farms, sometimes covering entire bays.
For now, most U.S. farms remain small and nearshore. Dixon said that he cannot obtain a permit to keep his farm infrastructure in the water year-round, requiring him to remove his lines and anchors each spring and reinstall them in the fall.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ocean industry policy expert Hauke Kite-Powell poses for a portrait in Kendall Square, Friday, March 13, 2026, in Cambridge, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Moving farms further offshore could allow for larger operations, but it introduces engineering and environmental challenges, including the risk of entangling marine animals and the possibility that farmed kelp could compete with other marine life for nutrients.
"We don't yet have a full understanding of what all the ecological side effects of very large-scale ocean farming might be," Kite-Powell said.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kelp gametophytes, little seaweed cells, collected from locations across New England are stored under red light Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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[image: Kelp cultures grow in small containers Friday, March 13, 2026, at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Mass. (Ana Georgescu/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Even so, scientists like Lindell remain confident that their work will be applied to a biofuel industry in the future. Around Lindell's lab are glass vials and flasks of over 2,600 strains of sugar kelp collected from across New England, which he continues to study and breed selectively in hopes of the energy industry transitioning to renewable sources. To him, volatile fuel prices and the finite nature of resources like oil point to an eventual change.
"We'll come to the realization that things have shifted in the marketplace," Lindell said, "and we can't squeeze any more oil out of the earth in 30 years' time."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    What to know about hantavirus, the illness linked to a cruise ship outbreak
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            A cruise ship with nearly 150 people aboard was waiting for help off the coast of Cape Verde in the Atlantic Ocean on Monday after three passengers died and at least three other people were left seriously ill in a suspected outbreak of the rare hantavirus, according to the World Health Organization and the ship's operator.
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            Hantaviruses exist throughout the world and are spread mainly by contact with rodents. It's rare and not easy for a hantavirus to spread between people. In severe cases, the virus can cause a deadly lung infection or kidney failure.
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            Three patients were evacuated from a cruise ship off Cape Verde on Wednesday amid a hantavirus outbreak, as a new case was confirmed in Switzerland.
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            Three passengers have died and at least four people have been sick on board the MV Hondius, a Dutch cruise ship, in what health officials say is an outbreak of hantavirus, which usually spreads by inhaling contaminated rodent droppings.
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            South African health authorities have identified the Andes strain of hantavirus in two passengers who were on a cruise ship at the center of an outbreak of the rare infection. (Produced by Elaine Carroll)
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            The World Health Organization (WHO) said Wednesday samples taken from a cruise ship that is in the midst of an outbreak of hantavirus had tested positive for the Andes strain of the virus. The samples were tested at the Pasteur Institute in Dakar, Senegal.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Health workers in protective gear evacuate patients from the MV Hondius cruise ship into an ambulance at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            Health workers in protective gear evacuate patients from the MV Hondius cruise ship into an ambulance at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The MV Hondius cruise ship is anchored at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)]
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            Health workers in protective gear evacuate patients from the MV Hondius cruise ship at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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            Health workers in protective gear evacuate patients from the MV Hondius cruise ship at a port in Praia, Cape Verde, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Misper Apawu)
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- An outbreak aboard a cruise ship of a rare rodent-borne illness called hantavirus has left three passengers dead and sickened others, but global health officials say the risk to the general public remains low because the germ does not easily spread between people. 

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    Hantaviruses exist throughout the world and are spread mainly by contact with rodents. It's rare and not easy for a hantavirus to spread between people. In severe cases, the virus can cause a deadly lung infection or kidney failure.

                

                
            
        

    


"This is not the next COVID, but it is a serious infectious disease," said Maria Van Kerkhove, director of epidemic and pandemic preparedness at the World Health Organization. "Most people will never be exposed to this."
The virus usually spreads when people inhale contaminated residue of rodent droppings. Hantaviruses have been around for centuries and are thought to exist around the world. 
The disease gained renewed attention last year after the late actor Gene Hackman 's wife, Betsy Arakawa, died from a hantavirus infection in New Mexico.

    
    
    

    
This outbreak may have come from Argentina
Detailed investigations of the cruise ship outbreak are ongoing, notably to determine its source.
Investigators in Argentina suspect that the cases were initially contracted during a birdwatching trip in Ushuaia, at the country's southern tip, two officials told AP. 
Argentina has seen a surge of hantavirus cases that many local public health researchers attribute to climate change. 
Officials have found evidence of Andes virus, a version of hantavirus found in South America. 



    
        




    




The virus is spread by rodents and, more rarely, people
Hantavirus is mainly spread by contact with rodents or their urine, saliva or droppings, particularly when the material is disturbed and becomes airborne, posing a risk of inhalation. 
People are typically exposed to hantavirus around their homes, cabins or sheds, especially when cleaning enclosed spaces with little ventilation or exploring areas with mouse droppings.

    
    
    
The illness starts with flu-like symptoms
An infection can rapidly progress and become life-threatening. Experts say it can start with symptoms including fever, chills, muscle aches and maybe a headache -- much like the flu. 
Symptoms of hantavirus pulmonary syndrome usually show between one and eight weeks after contact with an infected rodent. As the infection progresses, patients might experience tightness in the chest, as the lungs fill with fluid.
The other syndrome caused by hantavirus -- known as hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome, which can cause bleeding, high fever, and kidney failure -- usually develops within a week or two after exposure.
Death rates vary by which hantavirus causes the illness. Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome is fatal in about 35% of people infected, while the death rate for hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome varies from 1% to 15% of patients, according to the CDC.

    
Infections have been relatively uncommon
Hantavirus infections are relatively uncommon globally. The WHO reported that in 2025, eight countries within the Americas had documented 229 cases and 59 deaths.
Argentina's health ministry said hantavirus led to 28 deaths nationwide last year. The ministry on Tuesday reported 101 hantavirus infections since June 2025, roughly double the caseload recorded over the same period the previous year.
In the U.S., federal health officials began tracking the virus after a 1993 outbreak in the Four Corners region -- the area where Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico and Utah meet. It was an astute physician with the Indian Health Service who first noticed a pattern of deaths among young patients.
Most U.S. cases are in Western states. New Mexico and Arizona are hot spots, likely because the odds are greater for mouse-human encounters in rural areas.

    
The Andes virus is a concerning member of the hantavirus family
The word hantavirus refers to a broad family of viruses, with different versions in different countries. Almost none of them have been found to spread from person to person -- with the possible exception of the Andes virus, which has been confirmed in the current outbreak.
Still, transmission between people does not happen easily, and would require "close and prolonged'' contact, according to the WHO. 
"We haven't had huge person-to-person spreads of hantavirus infection ever before, and there's no reason to suspect a huge outbreak from this case at this point," said Steven Bradfute, an associate professor and associate director of the Center for Global Health at the University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, which specializes in hantavirus research.

    
A lot of unknowns about the illness and treatment
There is no specific treatment or cure, but early medical attention can increase the chance of survival.
Despite years of research, many questions have yet to be answered, including why it can be mild for some people and severe for others and how antibodies are developed. Some researchers have been following patients over long periods of time in hopes of finding a treatment. 
"In the Americas, hantavirus infection is very serious, but it's also quite rare," Bradfute said. "And so for a time that probably led to less research into it because of funding priorities, but I know there's been a lot of interest in funding hantavirus work of late." 
What researchers do know is that rodent exposure is key.


    
The best way to avoid the germ is to minimize contact with rodents and their droppings. Use protective gloves and a bleach solution for cleaning up rodent droppings. Public health experts caution against sweeping or vacuuming, which can cause virus particles to get into the air. 
___
Associated Press medical writer Mike Stobbe in New York and Isabel Debre in Buenos Aires, Argentina contributed. 
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    FDA announces its first OK of fruit-flavored e-cigarettes for adults in major shift under Trump




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration building is seen behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md., Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday announced its first authorization of fruit-flavored electronic cigarettes intended for adult smokers, a major policy shift that comes after months of appeals to President Donald Trump from the vaping industry.
The decision is certain to be opposed by health groups and parent organizations that have long pointed to flavors as the driver behind underage vaping in the U.S. But the federal action comes as teen vaping rates have dropped to a 10-year low and manufacturers have pushed the Republican administration to loosen restrictions on their products.
Vaping companies have long made the case that their products can help blunt the toll of smoking among adults, which is blamed for 480,000 U.S. deaths annually due to cancer, lung disease and heart disease. The battery-powered devices have been sold in the U.S. since 2007, but their potential benefits have been overshadowed for years by uptake among middle and high school students.

    
The newly authorized e-cigarettes come in mango, blueberry and two varieties of menthol. Los Angeles-based vaping company Glas Inc. plans to market the flavors under the names Gold, Sapphire, Classic Menthol and Fresh Menthol, according to the FDA release. 



    
        




    




Previously the FDA had only granted permission to tobacco or menthol-flavored vaping products. Most e-cigarettes OK'd by regulators come from large manufacturers, including Juul and Altria.

    
    
    
Tuesday's announcement is not an approval or endorsement, and the FDA reiterated that the Glas vapes are only intended for adults interested in quitting or cutting back on cigarettes. 
The FDA suggested the company's digital age-verification system makes it unlikely the products will be picked up by underage users. Users must first verify their age with a government ID on their cellphone. The e-cigarettes can then only be used when connected via Bluetooth to the phone of the verified user.

    
The FDA's OK of the new fruity products will be "a key test case," said Kathy Crosby of the Truth Initiative, an anti-tobacco nonprofit.
"Ultimately, it's critical that we remain vigilant in protecting young people, including closely monitoring the use of authorized products," Crosby said in an emailed statement.
As a presidential candidate, Trump vowed to "save" vaping and won backing from e-cigarette companies, shop owners and vaping enthusiasts. 
Under President Joe Biden, the FDA denied more than a million marketing applications for candy- or fruit-flavored products, part of a wider crackdown that is credited with helping drive down teen vaping after a surge in 2019. During his first administration, Trump put in place the first flavor restrictions on e-cigarettes and raised the age for purchasing all tobacco products from 18 to 21.
But action on vaping and other tobacco policies has largely taken a backseat under FDA Commissioner Marty Makary, who has focused on a slate of other priorities, including restricting COVID-19 vaccines, phasing out artificial food dyes and speeding up approval of some innovative drugs. 

    
Groups such as the Vapor Technology Association have met with administration officials in recent weeks calling for more action on flavors.
In March, the FDA released its first-ever guidance to industry on flavors, stating that menthol, coffee, mint and spice flavors could have a role in appealing to adult smokers. The same document also reiterated the risks of sweeter flavors that tend to appeal to teens, such as fruit, candy and dessert flavors.
The vast majority of U.S. teens who vape continue to use unauthorized fruit- and candy-flavored products, according to the latest government data. Those products are technically illegal but remain widely available in cheap, disposable brands typically imported from China.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    What is hantavirus, the infection that killed Betsy Arakawa, Gene Hackman's wife?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
  
    El hantavirus aumenta en Argentina, donde un crucero afectado comenzo su viaje | AP News
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[image: La casa rural donde Rodrigo Morinigo --quien fallecio en enero a causa del hantavirus a los 14 anos-- vivia con su familia cuando contrajo la enfermedad, el miercoles 6 de mayo de 2026, en San Andres de Giles, Argentina. (AP Foto/Victor R. Caivano)]
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[image: David Delgado llora mientras habla de su hijo Rodrigo Morinigo, quien fallecio en enero a causa del hantavirus, el miercoles 6 de mayo de 2026, en San Andres de Giles, Argentina. (AP Foto/Victor R. Caivano)]
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[image: El crucero MV Hondius anclado el miercoles 6 de mayo de 2026, en Praia, Cabo Verde. (AP Foto/Misper Apawu)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- Autoridades y expertos en Argentina intentan determinar si su pais es el origen de un brote mortal de hantavirus que afecta a un crucero en el Atlantico.
La emergencia sanitaria a bordo del barco, anclado al otro lado del oceano, ocurre mientras el pais sudamericano registra un aumento de casos de hantavirus que muchos investigadores locales de salud publica atribuyen a los efectos, recientemente acelerados, del cambio climatico. Argentina, desde donde partio el crucero hacia la Antartida, ha sido clasificada constantemente por la Organizacion Mundial de la Salud como el pais con la mayor incidencia en America Latina de esta rara enfermedad transmitida por roedores.
El aumento en las temperaturas amplia el alcance del virus porque, en parte, a medida que sube el calor y cambian los ecosistemas, los roedores que portan el hantavirus pueden prosperar en mas lugares, senalan expertos. Las personas suelen contraer el virus por exposicion a excrementos, orina o saliva de roedores.

    
"El cambio climatico entro a Argentina y al haberse tropicalizado Argentina trajo muchos problemas, como dengue, zika, chikunguna y fiebre amarilla. Ese cambio a lo mejor ha favorecido una mayor floracion y una mayor cantidad de semillas que son el alimento de estos ratones", senalo Hugo Pizzi, un destacado especialista argentino en enfermedades infecciosas. "Pero no hay ninguna duda de que, a medida que transcurre el tiempo, es como que se va diseminando cada vez mas".



    
        




    




El Ministerio de Salud argentino informo el martes que se registraron 101 infecciones por hantavirus desde junio de 2025, aproximadamente el doble de los casos contabilizados en el mismo periodo del ano anterior.

    
    
    
Un hantavirus presente en Sudamerica, llamado virus de los Andes, puede causar una enfermedad pulmonar grave y a menudo mortal denominada sindrome pulmonar por hantavirus. La dolencia provoco la muerte en casi un tercio de los casos el ultimo ano, segun el Ministerio de Salud argentino, por encima de una tasa de mortalidad promedio de 15 en los cinco anos previos.

    
El hantavirus suele propagarse al inhalar excrementos de roedores contaminados y puede transmitirse de persona a persona, aunque eso es raro, segun la OMS, cuyo principal experto en epidemias dijo que el riesgo para el publico es bajo. La cepa de los Andes es el unico hantavirus que se sabe que se transmite de humano a humano.
Las autoridades dijeron que pasajeros del barco MV Hondius dieron positivo al virus de los Andes. Argentina indico el miercoles que estaba enviando material genetico del virus de los Andes y equipos de prueba para ayudar a Espana, Senegal, Sudafrica, Holanda y el Reino Unido a detectarlo.

    
Aun se investiga la causa de la infeccion
Las autoridades argentinas intentan precisar por que partes del pais viajaron los pasajeros infectados antes de embarcarse en el crucero de bandera holandesa en Ushuaia, una ciudad del sur de Argentina conocida como el fin del mundo. Una vez que conozcan los itinerarios, aseguran que rastrearan contactos, aislaran a los contactos con los que tuvieron una relacion mas estrecha, y realizaran un monitoreo activo para evitar una mayor propagacion.
La OMS, la agencia de salud de la ONU, indico que la primera muerte a bordo, un holandes de 70 anos, ocurrio el 11 de abril. Su esposa, tambien holandesa y de 69 anos, murio el 26 del mismo mes. La tercera pasajera, una mujer alemana, fallecio el 2 de mayo.
El virus puede incubarse en un plazo de entre una y ocho semanas. Eso dificulta saber si los pasajeros lo contrajeron antes de salir de Argentina hacia la Antartida el 1 de abril; durante una parada programada en una remota isla del Atlantico Sur; o a bordo del barco.
En la provincia de Tierra del Fuego, donde el buque estuvo atracado durante semanas antes de partir, nunca se ha registrado un caso de hantavirus. Antes de embarcar, la pareja holandesa hizo turismo en Ushuaia y viajo a otros lugares de Argentina y Chile, senalo la OMS.
La principal hipotesis del gobierno argentino es que la pareja contrajo el virus durante una salida para observar aves en Ushuaia, segun dos investigadores que hablaron a condicion de guardar el anonimato porque no estan autorizados a informar a la prensa mientras la investigacion sigue en curso. Las autoridades tambien rastrean los pasos de los turistas holandeses por las laderas boscosas de la Patagonia, en el sur de Argentina, donde se concentran algunas infecciones.

    
Debido a que los sintomas iniciales se parecen a la fiebre y los escalofrios de una gripe, "un turista, tal vez, dijo no, 'estoy resfriado', no le dio importancia. O sea, tiene todos los condimentos para ser un virus muy peligroso", senalo Raul Gonzalez Ittig, profesor de genetica en la Universidad Nacional de Cordoba e investigador del organismo cientifico estatal CONICET.

    
El cambio climatico envia a los roedores a nuevas fronteras
En los ultimos anos Argentina sufrio una sequia historica. Pero tambien tuvo episodios de lluvias inesperadamente intensas, parte de un patron mas amplio de clima extremo que los cientificos atribuyen al cambio climatico.
Parte de esta variabilidad ha creado condiciones que han permitido que el hantavirus prospere, segun expertos. Los periodos secos obligan a los animales a salir de sus habitats habituales en busca de alimento y agua. Las enormes cantidades de lluvia provocan crecimiento de vegetacion, dispersando semillas que atraen a roedores que se alimentan de hojas.
"Entonces, cuando hay aumento de la precipitacion, aumenta la disponibilidad de alimento. Y eso lleva a que aumentan las poblaciones de roedores. Y ahi si hay algun caso, hay algun roedor infectado, aumenta la posibilidad de que transmita el virus a otros roedores" y, a la larga, a los humanos, explico Ittig.
Aunque los casos de hantavirus solian limitarse a los extremos australes de la Patagonia, ahora el 83% se encuentra en el extremo norte de Argentina, segun el Ministerio de Salud.
Argentina emitio alertas previamente este ano
El ministerio emitio una alerta en enero por varios brotes mortales de hantavirus, incluso en Buenos Aires, la provincia mas poblada.
Los hospitales rurales estan mal equipados, y los residentes no tenian idea de lo que les habia golpeado.
Daisy Morinigo y David Delgado dijeron que al principio pensaron que su hijo de 14 anos tenia gripe cuando le dio fiebre y dolores corporales. Los medicos que examinaron por primera vez a Rodrigo en el pueblo de San Andres de Giles lo enviaron a casa con ibuprofeno y la indicacion de descansar.

Pero la respiracion del energico alumno de cuarto grado empeoro. El 1 de enero llevaron a Rodrigo de urgencia a cuidados intensivos. Murio apenas dos horas despues de que una prueba de hantavirus diera positivo.
"No le desearia este dolor a nadie en el mundo", expreso Delgado.
-----
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    FDA's new playbook: Lots of media announcements but not much rulemaking




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testifies before a Senate Committee on Finance hearing on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, April 22, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: President Donald Trump shakes hands with U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert Kennedy Jr. in the Oval Office of the White House, Saturday, April 18, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: Dr. Marty Makary, Food and Drug Administration (FDA) commissioner, attends an event on health care affordability in the Oval Office at the White House, Thursday, April 23, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In one of his first major announcements as health secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. called a news conference to unveil a plan to "phase out" synthetic food dyes.
Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary opened the event by saying his agency was "removing all petroleum-based food dyes" from U.S. foods. But the specifics did not become clear until the final minutes, when Kennedy revealed that the government had "an understanding" with foodmakers to voluntarily stop using the chemicals. A "national standard and timeline" for completing the process would soon follow, according to an FDA statement.
More than a year later, the FDA has not introduced any of the detailed, scientific regulatory documents needed to establish a safety issue with the half-dozen widely used dyes. Instead, the FDA maintains an online list of manufacturers that have pledged to phase out the chemicals.

    
The administration's handling of food dyes reflects its approach to a number of health priorities. Instead of using the time-consuming process of federal rulemaking, which can stretch across multiple administrations, officials working under Republican President Donald Trump have found a quicker approach: Announce sweeping changes first and deal with the regulations later.



    
        




    




"It speaks volumes that the administration has yet to produce a document articulating the scientific basis for the voluntary request," said Susan Mayne, a Yale University public health expert and former director of the FDA's food program. Meanwhile, the FDA's website continues to carry the government's longtime conclusion that "the totality of scientific evidence" does not show a link between synthetic dyes and health problems.

    
    
    
"If FDA has changed its position, then FDA should document why and pursue a ban," Mayne said.
A spokesperson for Kennedy said the administration has used "multiple approaches" to quickly make more progress on food dyes "than at any point in the past."

    
"FDA engaged industry early in this effort to encourage timely changes while continuing its scientific and regulatory work," said Emily Hilliard of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. "The agency maintains its role in evaluating safety and will continue to use its regulatory authorities, guidance, and review processes as appropriate."
The lack of initiative in drafting new regulations is particularly striking at the FDA. Under federal law, the agency is supposed to refrain from making major policy announcements in news releases, speeches or other informal settings.
But a string of changes from Makary and his deputies have appeared first in medical journal op-eds, television interviews or online posts, including new restrictions on COVID-19 vaccines and other therapies.
Traditionally, those changes would be published first in the Federal Register, giving consumers, experts, and companies a chance to comment and suggest revisions to FDA proposals.

    
FDA has faced little pushback from industry
Almost as surprising as the agency's shift away from rulemaking is the fact that the powerful companies FDA regulates have put up little resistance.
The FDA has faced hundreds of lawsuits over the decades -- from drugmakers, pharmacies, tobacco companies and others -- that accused the agency of failing to follow the legally required steps for new regulations and guidelines.
But drugmakers and other multibillion-dollar companies are sitting on the sidelines, at least for now.
"Does the government have the ability to basically bully companies?" asked Dan Troy, the FDA's former chief counsel. "Yes, and I think we're seeing that."
One of the biggest changes came last May, when Makary and then-FDA vaccine chief Dr. Vinay Prasad published a medical journal article announcing that the FDA would no longer routinely approve COVID-19 shots for healthy adults under age 65 and children without underlying health problems. To win approval for that group, vaccine manufacturers would need to conduct large studies that many experts say may not be feasible in today's post-pandemic environment.

    
As with other vaccine decisions, Makary and Prasad bypassed the agency's outside experts, who had traditionally been consulted on major decisions involving the shots. Makary says FDA advisory panels are often biased and take too much time and money to convene.
"We had all of this experience looking at the safety of how these vaccines work, and then these two cowboys come and say: 'We're going to make this policy'," said Dr. Kathryn Edwards, who previously led the FDA's vaccine panel.
Edwards and other experts say the lack of pushback from vaccine manufacturers may reflect the tremendous power the FDA holds over them.
"Ultimately, you need the FDA to license your product," said Edwards, a retired vaccine scientist at Vanderbilt University. "If you're going to try and buck the FDA -- especially in this environment -- the likelihood of your product getting a positive review is going to be pretty low."
Earlier this year, the FDA briefly refused to consider a new mRNA flu shot from Moderna. The agency reversed its decision after pushback from the company and the White House.

    
Recent FDA changes may have little staying power
There may be other reasons why normally litigious companies are not challenging the agency.
Some FDA initiatives have the potential to benefit companies, including a program that awards ultrafast reviews to drugs favored by the Trump administration.
Even seemingly burdensome changes may have little staying power because the agency is not going through the process to enshrine them in federal rules or guidelines. That includes stringent new standards to win approval for CAR-T therapies that were previously approved for various forms of cancer, based on early results.
"Anything that this administration does that they don't embody in law can easily be undone by a future administration," Troy said.
Still, with more than two years remaining under Trump, there are signs at least some companies may be willing to raise objections.
The FDA last year began releasing rejection letters for drugs it declined to approve. Previously, that information was considered confidential and the property of drugmakers.
Last month, an unnamed drugmaker filed a formal petition challenging the practice, noting the FDA had provided "only a two-sentence explanation addressing its purported legal authority" to release the letters.
The petition does not carry the force of a lawsuit, but it invokes the same language as numerous legal challenges to the agency, calling the FDA's action "arbitrary and capricious."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: Juul products are displayed at a smoke shop in New York, on Dec. 20, 2018. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Food and Drug Administration is allowing vaping brand Juul to keep its e-cigarettes on the market, providing relief to a company that has struggled for years after being widely blamed for sparking the teen vaping trend.
FDA regulators said Thursday that Juul's studies show its e-cigarettes are less harmful for adult smokers, who can benefit from switching completely to vaping.
The FDA decision applies to both tobacco- and menthol-flavored versions of the reusable product, which works with nicotine-filled cartridges sold in two different strengths. Juul previously discontinued several fruit and candy flavors that helped drive its popularity but were favored by teens.
Juul will be one of only two U.S. companies authorized to sell menthol-flavored vapes, which many adults prefer to tobacco flavor.
"This is an important milestone for the company and I think we made a scientifically sound case for the role that menthol can play in e-vapor," Juul CEO K.C. Crosthwaite told The Associated Press.

    
Parents, politicians and anti-tobacco groups are certain to oppose FDA's decision. They have argued for years that Juul products should be permanently banned due to their role in triggering a yearslong spike in underage vaping.



    
        




    




"It is a big step in the wrong direction to authorize sales of the product that was responsible for this public health crisis in the first place," said Yolonda Richardson, CEO of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids in a statement.

    
    
    
Juul was once valued at over $13 billion and its small, sleek e-cigarettes revolutionized the image and technology of the vaping industry. But the company has since been forced to slash hundreds of jobs and pay billions to settle lawsuits over its role in the rise of youth vaping.
The FDA had ordered the company to remove its products from the market in June 2022. But then the agency abruptly reversed course days later and agreed to reopen its scientific review of Juul's application after the company pushed back in court.

    
Juul said that regulators had overlooked thousands of pages of scientific data critical to its submission.
Thursday's announcement is not an approval or endorsement, and the FDA reiterated that people who do not smoke should not use Juul or any other e-cigarettes. The FDA determination indicates that smokers who switch completely to Juul can reduce their exposure to deadly carcinogens and other chemicals found in traditional cigarettes.
The FDA decision applies to Juul's original system, which is now roughly a decade old. Crosthwaite said the company hopes to win authorization for its next-generation device and is also considering applying to FDA for more flavors.
"It's critically important that American adults who use tobacco have regulated options," Crosthwaite said.
In recent years, the FDA has authorized a handful of e-cigarettes to help adult smokers cut back on cigarettes. Juul's main competitors, Vuse and Njoy, each previously received FDA permission to remain on the market. Njoy sells the only other menthol-flavored e-cigarettes authorized by FDA.

    
To meet FDA requirements, companies must show that their products benefit public health. In practice, that means proving that adult smokers who use them are likely to quit or reduce their smoking, while teens are unlikely to get hooked on them. 
The brainchild of two Stanford University students, Juul launched in 2015 and within two years rocketed to the top of the vaping market.
Juul quickly outpaced older brands with its high-nicotine, fruity-flavored cartridges, sold in mango, mint and creme brule. The company's small, discrete devices provided a more potent, user-friendly alternative to older, bulkier devices.
But the company's rise was fueled by underage use, and e-cigarettes quickly became ubiquitous in U.S. schools. In 2019, the company was pressured into halting all advertising and eliminating most of its flavors, leaving only tobacco and menthol-flavored options.
By then the company was already the target of multiple investigations and lawsuits by federal, state and local officials as well as class action attorneys.

    
In 2022, the company paid $1.7 billion to settle thousands of lawsuits brought by families of Juul users, school districts, city governments and Native American tribes. The company separately agreed to pay $1.1 billion to settle lawsuits or investigations from most U.S. states.
Juul is no longer the top-selling e-cigarette brand and now trails Vuse, which is sold by tobacco giant Reynolds American, which also makes Camel and Newport cigarettes.
Teens have shifted away from Juul amid a wider drop in vaping, according to the latest federal figures. The FDA reported last year that teen vaping dropped to a 10-year low, after stepped up enforcement against unauthorized brands imported from China, such as Elf Bar.

    
Unlike Juul, disposable e-cigarettes like Elf Bar still come in fruit and candy flavors, despite efforts by regulators to block their use.
___
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[image: The new iPhone 16 is displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple headquarters Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada)]
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[image: Apple Watches are displayed during an announcement of new products at Apple headquarters Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada)]
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[image: The AirPods Max are displayed at Apple headquarters Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada)]
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                                        CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) -- Apple squarely shifted its focus toward artificial intelligence with the unveiling of its hotly anticipated iPhone 16 along with a slew of new features coming with the next update to the device's operating system. While the new phone lineup headlined Monday's showcase, the tech giant also shared updates to its smartwatch and AirPod lineups.
Here are all the biggest announcements from Apple's "Glowtime" event.
Apple Intelligence
Apple's core artificial intelligence offerings are being packaged and billed as Apple Intelligence -- first revealed at the company's developers conference in June. 
These features include the ability to search for images in your library by describing them, creating custom emojis, summarizing emails and prioritizing notifications. Apple Intelligence will also upgrade Apple's virtual assistant Siri to get it to better understand requests and give it some awareness of on-screen actions taking place on the phone, hopefully making it more useful. 

    
What sets Apple apart from what's being offered by rivals Samsung and Google? It is trying to preserve its longtime commitment to privacy by tailoring its AI so that most of its functions are processed on the device itself instead of at remote data centers. When a task requires a connection to a data center, Apple promises it will be done in a tightly controlled way that ensures no personal data is stored remotely.



    
        




    




Most of Apple's AI functions will roll out as part of a free software update to iOS 18, the operating system that will power the iPhone 16 rolling out from October through December. U.S. English will be the featured language at launch but an update enabling other languages will come out next year, according to Apple.

    
    
    
iPhone 16 and the camera button
The iPhone 16 Pro and Pro Max will offer slightly bigger displays and feature variants of the powerful A18 chip, which gives Apple the computing power its devices need to run AI functions.
The iPhone 16 "has been designed for Apple Intelligence from the ground up," CEO Tim Cook said during Monday's event.
On the other end of the spectrum, the biggest physical change to the iPhone 16 lineup comes in the form of a dedicated camera-control button. The button responds to clicks and gestures, allowing users to quickly snap pictures, preview a shot or start video recording.

    
The button also allows owners to use something called Visual Intelligence, which will tell the iPhone 16 to automatically search on things you take photos of.
The phones will start shipping Sept. 20. The iPhone 16 will retail for $799, with the Plus model going for $899. The iPhone 16 Pro will cost $999, while the Pro Max will sell for $1,199.
Apple Watch upgrades
The Apple Watch Series 10 features a larger, and brighter, wide-angle OLED display that will allow users to better view the watch at an angle. But Apple focused much of its presentation on the device's ability to detect signs of sleep apnea.
The new device is also being offered in a titanium finish for the first time, joining a longtime trend in the watch industry of offering a tougher, more lightweight, and perceived higher-quality, alternative to traditional materials.
The Series 10 watch starts at $399 and will be available on Sept. 20.

    
Airpods lean toward being a listening device
The new AirPods 4 series will come with an upgraded chip for better audio quality, and will feature more active noise cancellation.
If you frequently lose your ear buds, the new AirPods will also play a sound when you locate them through the Find My app.

In a medically focused update to the AirPods Pro 2, Apple said it will upgrade the devices so they can act as an over-the-counter hearing aid. A free software update will provide the upgrade and also include options to help protect hearing and the ability to administer a clinical-grade hearing test.
The AirPod 4 model costs $129, while the version with active noise cancelling will cost $179. They both ship on Sept. 20.
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[image: A woman walks by a giant screen with a logo at an event at the Paris Google Lab on the sidelines of the AI Action Summit in Paris, on Feb. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus,File)]
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                                        Google Maps will depend more heavily on artificial intelligence to help people figure out where they want to go and the best way to get there as part of a major redesign unveiled on Thursday. 
The overhaul driven by Google's Gemini technology will introduce two AI features into a digital mapping service used by more than 2 billion people worldwide.
One tool called Ask Maps will expand upon conversational abilities that Google brought to the service last November, giving suggestions to users looking for things such as nearby places to charge their devices, cafes with short lines or a detailed itinerary for a road trip involving several stops and excursions. 
Gemini's recommendations will draw upon a database spanning more than 300 million places and reviews from more than 500 million contributors that have been accumulated since Google Maps' debut more than 20 years ago. Google executives declined to answer a question about whether the company eventually plans to sell ads to boost businesses' chances of being displayed in Ask Maps' recommendations. Ask Maps initially will be available on Google Maps' mobile app for iPhones and Android software in the U.S. and India, before expanding to personal computers and other countries.

    
In what Google executives are billing as the biggest change to the maps' driving directions, Gemini has also created a new tool dubbed Immersive Navigation that will present a three-dimensional perspective designed to give users a better grasp of where they are at any moment in time. The 3D renderings created by Gemini will include landmarks such as notable buildings, medians in the roads and other aspects of the terrain that drivers are seeing around them as they drive to help them get their bearings more quickly.



    
        




    




Google believes its AI guardrails are now strong enough to prevent the Gemini technology underlying Immersive Navigation from fabricating bogus places to go, a malfunction known within the industry as a "hallucination."

    
    
    
Immersive Navigation is also supposed to help Google Maps more clearly explain the pros and cons of different driving routes to the same recommendation, as well as point to the best places to park once a user arrives at a designated destination. The new AI-powered navigation will only be available in the U.S. initially, on Google Maps' mobile app for the iPhone and Android, as well as cars equipped with options to activate CarPlay and Android Auto.


    
The increased reliance on AI in Google Maps follows the company's introduction of more Gemini technology to make two of its other most popular products -- Gmail and the Chrome web browser -- more proactive and helpful to their billions of users. The expansion underscores Google's confidence in the Gemini 3 model that the Mountain View, California, company released late last year as part of an intensifying battle for AI supremacy with up-and-coming rivals such as OpenAI and Anthropic. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/google-maps-ai-gemini-update-1933c40eaecfdbb9aa54d8ae3efcec2e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    WWDC: Apple enters the AI race with new iPhone features and a ChatGPT deal | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Technology

    Apple leaps into AI with an array of upcoming iPhone features and a ChatGPT deal to smarten up




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            Apple jumped into the race to bring generative artificial intelligence to the masses during its World Wide Developers Conference, previewing an onslaught of features designed to soup up the iPhone and other popular products with technology already available on rival devices.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Craig Federighi, Apple's senior vice president of software engineering, speaks during an announcement of new products at the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., on Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: OpenAI CEO Sam Altman attends an Apple event announcing new products in Cupertino, Calif., Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: Apple CEO Tim Cook, left, exits the stage as Craig Federighi, senior vice president of software engineering, takes over during an announcement of new products at the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., on Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: People attend an Apple event announcing new products in Cupertino, Calif., Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: A large screen shows Apple CEO Tim Cook during an announcement of new products on the Apple campus in Cupertino, Calif., Monday, June 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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            By 
            MICHAEL LIEDTKE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) -- Apple has jumped into the race to bring generative artificial intelligence to the masses, spotlighting a slew of features Monday designed to soup up the iPhone, iPad and Mac.
And in a move befitting a company known for its marketing prowess, the AI technology coming as part of free software updates later this year is being billed as "Apple Intelligence." 
Even as it tried to put its own stamp on technology's hottest area, Apple tacitly acknowledged during its World Wide Developers Conference that it needs help catching up with companies like Microsoft and Google, which have emerged as the early leaders in AI. Apple is leaning on ChatGPT, made by the San Francisco startup OpenAI, to make its often-bumbling virtual assistant Siri smarter and more helpful.
"All of this goes beyond artificial intelligence, it's personal intelligence, and it is the next big step for Apple," CEO Tim Cook said.

    
Siri's optional gateway to ChatGPT will be free to all iPhone users and made available on other Apple products once the option is baked into the next generation of Apple's operating systems. ChatGPT subscribers are supposed to be able to easily sync their existing accounts when using the iPhone, and should get more advanced features than free users would. 



    
        




    




To herald the alliance with Apple, OpenAI CEO Sam Altman sat in the front row of the packed conference, which was attended by developers from more than 60 countries.

    
    
    
"Together with Apple, we're making it easier for people to benefit from what AI can offer," Altman said in a statement.
Beyond allowing Siri to tap into ChatGPT's storehouse of knowledge, Apple is giving its 13-year-old virtual assistant an extensive makeover designed to make it more personable and versatile, even as it currently fields about 1.5 billion queries a day.
When Apple releases free updates to the software powering the iPhone and its other products this fall, Siri will signal its presence with flashing lights along the edges of the display screen. It will be able to handle hundreds of more tasks -- including chores that may require tapping into third-party devices -- than it can now, based on Monday's presentations. 

    
Apple's full suite of upcoming features will only work on more recent models of the iPhone, iPad and Mac because the devices require advanced processors. For instance, consumers will need last year's iPhone 15 Pro or buy the next model coming out later this year to take full advantage of Apple's AI package, although all the tools will work on Macs dating back to 2020 after that computer's next operating system is installed. 
The AI-packed updates coming to the next versions of Apple software are meant to enable the billions of people who use the company's devices to get more done in less time, while also giving them access to creative tools that could liven things up. For instance, Apple will deploy AI to allow people to create emojis, dubbed "Genmojis" on the fly to fit the vibe they are trying to convey.
Apple's goal with AI "is not to replace users, but empower them," Craig Federighi, Apple's senior vice president of software engineering, told reporters. Users will also have the option of going into the device settings to turn off any AI tools they don't want.

    
Monday's showcase seemed aimed at allaying concerns Apple might be losing its edge with the advent of AI, a technology expected to be as revolutionary as the 2007 introduction of the Phone. Both Google and Samsung have already released smartphone models touting AI features as their main attractions, while Apple has been stuck in an uncharacteristically extended sales slump. 
AI mania is the main reason that Nvidia, the dominant maker of the chips underlying the technology, has seen its market value rocket from about $300 billion at the end of 2022 to about $3 trillion. The meteoric rise allowed Nvidia to surpass Apple as the second most valuable company in the U.S. Earlier this year, Microsoft also eclipsed the iPhone maker on the strength of its so-far successful push into AI.

    
Investors didn't seem as impressed with Apple's AI presentation as the crowd that came to the company's Cupertino, California, headquarters to see it. Apple's stock price dipped nearly 2% Monday.
Despite that negative reaction, Wedbush Securities analyst Dan Ives asserted in a research note that Apple is "taking the right path." He hailed the presentation as a "historical" day for a company that already has reshaped the tech industry and society.
Besides pulling AI tricks out of its bag, Apple also used the conference to confirm that it will be rolling out a technology called Rich Communications Service, or RCS, to its iMessage app. The technology should improve the quality and security of texting between iPhones and devices powered by Android software, such as the Samsung Galaxy and Google Pixel. 

    
The change, due out with the next version of iPhone's operating software, won't eliminate the blue bubbles denoting texts originating from iPhones and the green bubbles marking text sent from Android devices -- a distinction that has become a source of social stigma.
In another upcoming twist to the iPhone's messaging app, users will be able to write a text (or have an AI tool compose it) in advance and schedule a specific time to automatically send it. 
Monday's presentation marked the second straight year that Apple has created a stir at its developers conference by using it to usher in a trendy form of technology that other companies already had employed.
Last year, Apple provided an early look at its mixed-reality headset, the Vision Pro, which wasn't released until early 2024. Nevertheless, Apple's push into mixed reality -- with a twist that it bills as "spatial computing" -- has raised hopes that there will be more consumer interest in this niche technology.
Part of that optimism stems from Apple's history of releasing technology later than others, then using sleek designs and slick marketing campaigns to overcome its tardy start.
Bringing more AI to the iPhone will likely raise privacy concerns -- a topic that Apple has gone to great lengths to assure its loyal customers it can be trusted not to peer too deeply into their personal lives. Apple did talk extensively Monday about its efforts to build strong privacy protections and controls around its AI technology. 
One way Apple is trying to convince consumers that the iPhone won't be used to spy on them is harnessing its chip technology so most of its AI-powered features are handled on the device itself instead of at remote data centers, often called "the cloud." Going down this route would also help protect Apple's profit margins because AI processing through the cloud is far more expensive than when it is run solely on a device.

When Apple users make AI demands that requiring computing power beyond what's available on the device, the tasks will be handled by what the company is calling a "private cloud" that is supposed to shield their personal data.
Apple's AI "will be aware of your personal data without collecting your personal data," Federighi said.
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    Did you find an animal nesting near your house? Here's what to do
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            Spring is when wildlife nest or bear young, often close to humans. Experts say homeowners should enjoy their new neighbors but leave nests and young animals alone. (AP video by Mark Vancleave)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota medical director Dr. Agnes Hutchinson examines a baby rabbit that was brought into the center in Roseville, Minn., Thursday, April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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[image: A female mallard duck sits on eggs in her nest tucked next to the front door of a home in Eagan, Minn., Sunday, April 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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[image: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota medical director Dr. Agnes Hutchinson examines a baby rabbit that was brought into the center in Roseville, Minn., Thursday, April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)]
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            JACK DURA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        For four years, a mallard has nested behind a bush near the front door of Caitlin Deal's home in a Minneapolis-St. Paul suburb, offering an up-close glimpse of nature for her young son and lessons for how people can coexist with wildlife.
The duck, dubbed Martha by the family, sits on her nest for about a month every spring in the tree-lined neighborhood of Eagan, Minnesota. After her eggs hatch around Mother's Day, the birds toddle away.
"It feels nice that she trusts that area, that she trusts us to be able to come back year after year," said Deal, whose 4-year-old son Owen's first word was "Duck."
Spring is when wildlife -- everything from birds to deer to alligators -- bear their young, often in locations more suitable to humans than animals. Experts maintain that with a few exceptions and some preparation, coexisting with creatures usually is easy -- and often a lot of fun.
"My two biggest things are: Stay away from the nest or the little family as much as possible, and stay curious," said Brittney Yohannes, a spokesperson for the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota.

    
Leave it alone
Find a nest or baby animal? Wildlife experts advise leaving it alone.
Removing a nest can be illegal under federal law. If a bird has nested in a strange spot, homeowners can call their local wildlife agency for advice, said Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife spokesperson Beth Quillian.
Besides birds, people often find deer fawns curled up in a corner of their yard or by an air conditioning unit. The fawn may appear abandoned, but Quillian said the doe usually has hidden her babe while foraging.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"That is to protect the fawn, to leave it there, sometimes hours at a time, but the doe will come back to that fawn, and that is natural and normal," Quillian said.
People should leave fawns alone unless there are clear signs they need help.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Protective parents
As cute as the animals may appear, people should remember that wildlife can be, well, wild.
Ducks are docile on the nest, but Canada geese and swans can be aggressive, said John Coluccy, of the conservation group Ducks Unlimited. A goose can knock a person to ground and hit them hard enough to break a bone, he said.
"They're very, very aggressive. They're long-lived and they protect their reproductive investment very vigorously," Coluccy said.

    
    
    
Quillian noted that in parts of the West, people may encounter elk calves, usually in forested and coastal areas, but possibly even near homes. Elk can weigh 500 pounds (225 kilograms) or more, and cow elk also are incredibly protective of their young.

    
"It's amazing to see wildlife, to get that opportunity, but we have to give them distance, respect their space, especially when they have young," she said.
In Florida, alligators breed and nest from April to June. Female alligators often build nests that resemble piles of leaves, near ponds, retention basins and ditches. They aggressively guard their nests, often while hiding in water nearby, said North Florida Wildlife Center Animal Care Manager Darian Dowse.
The key is to keep your distance from mounds of leaves and to keep dogs on sidewalks, away from shorelines. 
People with concerns about nests should call the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Dowse said.

    
Dealing with problems
Sometimes animals like raccoons, squirrels or foxes will hole up with their young in spots that just don't work, such as in a covered boat.
One solution that doesn't rely on live traps or hiring a pest control service is to install a shop lamp to flood the area with light, said Tami Vogel, executive director of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Minnesota. A mom will usually move her young within a couple days.
People can also install metal mesh to close off sheds and decks, she said. 
Vogel said center staff try to educate people about their options.
"We want them to know we're here as a safety net and what to look for if something goes wrong, and then the good news is, two weeks later, their neighbor may have a similar situation and they can pass along that information," Vogel said.

    
What about pets?
Dogs and cats are predators, so the key is to keep them close.
For Deal in Minnesota, a big concern for Martha's safety revolved around her family's dog, Piper, who loves to chase animals.
Deal said the family made sure to keep Piper on a leash, and Martha didn't seem to mind.
Rabbits are incredibly prolific in the Midwest and are one of the most common subjects of calls to the Minnesota center, in part because they nest in yards, Yohannes said.
The center recommends placing a laundry basket over a nest during the day to keep dogs away, and removing it near evening so the mother can to tend to her young.

"One of the best pieces of advice I can give is just understanding that that period of coexisting with this nest or this family will be temporary," Yohannes said.
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    The quiche that made Michael Anthony love leeks in Paris cooking school




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for leek quiche from the cookbook "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Maura McEvoy/Voracious via AP)]
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            This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for leek quiche from the cookbook "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Maura McEvoy/Voracious via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for leek quiche from the cookbook "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Maura McEvoy/Voracious via AP)]
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            This image released by Voracious shows a recipe for leek quiche from the cookbook "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Maura McEvoy/Voracious via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This book cover image released by Voracious shows "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Voracious via AP)]
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            This book cover image released by Voracious shows "V is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. (Voracious via AP)
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            MICHAEL ANTHONY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        I didn't understand leeks when I was growing up; in fact, I never ate them. It took living in France for me to fall for them. 
This Leek Quiche recipe, from my cookbook "V Is for Vegetables," was not only the first thing I learned in cooking school in Paris; it was also part of my final "exam." I had to make it under the close scrutiny of the chefs. So you'd better believe I take leeks seriously.
Leeks are the mildest of the indispensable onion family, less pungent than garlic and shallots, richer and more discreet when cooked. We do not eat them raw, but they soften quickly, and as they warm, their deliciousness is revealed. Leeks are easy to use. Make sure to wash them thoroughly (soil lodges in their tight layers).
This quiche has three distinctive components: the dough, the filling and the egg mixture, good things to perfect! It's delicious for breakfast and lunch at home with any number of filling variations: mushrooms, spinach, onions and so on. The tart comes together pretty quickly if you make the dough in advance. You'll only need the white and pale green leek parts for the quiche, so save the dark greens for stock.

    
Leek Quiche
Servings: 1 (10-inch) quiche


Ingredients
TART DOUGH
1 3/4 cups flour
1 teaspoon salt
9 tablespoons butter, cubed and chilled
1 egg yolk
Up to 4 tablespoons ice water
FILLING
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter, plus more for the pan
3 large leeks (white and pale green parts), diced
1 large clove garlic, minced
Salt and pepper
Small handful fresh flat-leaf parsley, chopped

    
    
    
Flour (for the pan and rolling the dough)
1/2 cup whole milk
1/2 cup heavy cream
2 eggs
1 egg yolk
Pinch grated nutmeg
Salt and pepper
3/4 cup grated Parmigiano

    
Directions
Stir together the flour and salt in a large bowl. Add the butter and, little by little, work it into the flour with your fingertips, flattening it to create a sandy mixture. The idea is not to overwork the dough and the key is to start with cold butter and touch it with only your fingertips.
Add the yolk and 2 tablespoons of the ice water, then lightly stir and fold it in with your fingers.
Do not worry if the mixture seems too dry and like it won't come together. Just add more water, drop by drop, until it does.
When the mixture just barely becomes a dough, transfer to a bowl and cover with plastic wrap. Refrigerate for about an hour.
Preheat the oven to 350degF. Heat the 4 tablespoons butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Sweat the leeks and garlic with salt and pepper until soft, about 10 minutes. Take off the heat and stir in the parsley, then set the leek mixture aside to cool.
Meanwhile, butter and flour a 10-inch tart pan with a removable bottom, then set it on a baking sheet. Roll out the dough on a floured surface to about 1/8 inch thick. Fit the dough into the tart pan, trim off any excess, and poke the bottom with a fork in several places to let air escape and help the dough keep its shape while cooking.
Line the tart shell with a circle of parchment paper and fill with dried chickpeas, beans, or pie weights. Bake for about 25 minutes, then remove the parchment and beans and bake until the crust is golden and cooked through, another 10 minutes.

    
When the tart shell is ready, whisk together the milk, cream, eggs, yolk, nutmeg, and 2 pinches each of salt and pepper. Spread the leek mixture evenly in the shell, then gently pour in the milk mixture, leaving the top of the crust exposed. Do not overfill! Top with the cheese and bake until the filling is set and golden brown, about 30 minutes. Let it sit for 10 minutes before serving.
---
Michael Anthony is the executive chef-partner of Gramercy Tavern, chef-partner of Lex Yard at the Waldorf Astoria, and the author of "The Gramercy Tavern Cookbook." He has received several James Beard Awards including Best Chef in New York City, Outstanding Chef, and a James Beard Book Award for his cookbook "V Is for Vegetables." Prior to joining Gramercy Tavern in 2006, he was the executive chef of Blue Hill at Stone Barns.

Excerpted from "V Is for Vegetables" by Michael Anthony. Copyright (copyright) 2015 by Michael Anthony and Dorothy Kalins Ink, LLC. Used with permission of Voracious, an imprint of Little, Brown and Company. New York, NY. All rights reserved.
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    Rubio makes fence-mending visit to the Vatican after Trump's broadsides against Pope Leo XIV
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            U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio opened a fence-mending visit to the Vatican on Thursday after President Donald Trump's broadsides against Pope Leo XIV and the U.S.-Israeli war in Iran angered the Holy See and sparked ongoing sparring between the two American leaders.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this handout photo provided by Vatican Media Pope Leo XIV exchanges gifts with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, right, as they meet in the pope's private library at the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (Vatican Media via AP)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio leaves the St. Damasus courtyard after meeting with Pope Leo XIV and Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio leaves the St. Damasus courtyard after meeting with Pope Leo XIV and Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio is greeted by Archbishop Petar Rajic, the new Prefect of the Papal Householdas as he arrives at the St. Damasus courtyard to meet with Pope Leo XIV and Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio is greeted by a Vatican official as he arrives at the St. Damasus courtyard to meet with Pope Leo XIV and Vatican Secretary of State Pietro Parolin the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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                                        VATICAN CITY (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio made a fence-mending visit to the Vatican on Thursday to underscore strong bilateral ties, after U.S. President Donald Trump's broadsides against Pope Leo XIV for his opposition to the Iran war angered the Holy See and sparked ongoing sparring between them.
The U.S. State Department said that the meetings with Leo and the Vatican's top diplomat covered peace in the Middle East and "underscored the strong relationship between the United States and the Holy See," and reflected the "enduring partnership" between them.
Rubio, a practicing Catholic, had an audience first with Leo, which was complicated at the last minute by Trump's latest criticism of the Chicago-born pope. Leo has pushed back, calling out Trump's misrepresentations of his views on Iran and nuclear weapons, and insisting that he's merely preaching the biblical message of peace.

    
During a 21/2-hour visit, Rubio then met with the Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who on the eve of his visit had strongly defended Leo and criticized Trump's attacks in understated diplomatic terms.



    
        




    




"Attacking him like that or criticizing what he does seems a bit strange to me, to say the least," Parolin said Wednesday.
After the meetings, the U.S. State Department said that Rubio and Parolin discussed "ongoing humanitarian efforts in the Western Hemisphere and efforts to achieve a durable peace in the Middle East. The discussion reflected the enduring partnership between the United States and the Holy See in advancing religious freedom."

    
    
    
In a separate statement about the audience with Leo, U.S. State Department spokesman Tommy Pigott said that the two discussed the situation in the Middle East "and topics of mutual interest in the Western Hemisphere. The meeting underscored the strong relationship between the United States and the Holy See and their shared commitment to promoting peace and human dignity," he said.

    
The Vatican didn't immediately comment on the audiences.
Rubio also has meetings Friday with Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni and Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani. Those meetings might not be much easier for Washington's top diplomat, given both have strongly defended Leo against Trump's attacks and have criticized the Iran war as illegal -- drawing the president's ire.
Rubio insisted this week that the visit had been in the works for a while, but that "obviously we had some stuff that happened."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio meets U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See Brian Burch upon hi arrival at Rome's Ciampino airport for a two-day visit to Italy and the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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A mission to smooth ties
The tensions began when Trump lashed out at Leo on social media last month, saying the pope was soft on crime and terrorism for comments about the administration's immigration policies and deportations as well as the Iran war. Leo then said that God doesn't listen to the prayers of those who wage war. 
Later, Trump posted a social media image appearing to liken himself to Jesus Christ, which was deleted after a backlash. He has refused to apologize to Leo and has sought to explain away the post by saying that he thought the image was a representation of him as a doctor.
Rubio said that Trump's recent criticisms of Leo were rooted in his opposition to Iran potentially obtaining a nuclear weapon, which he said could be used against millions of Catholics and other Christians.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of State Marco Rubio leaves the room after speaking to the media in the James Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House, Tuesday, May 5, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV arrives at the swearing in ceremony for 28 new Pontifical Swiss Guards in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican, Wednesday, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)]
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Leo has never said Iran should obtain nuclear weapons and that the Catholic Church "for years has spoken out against all nuclear weapons, so there is no doubt there."
"The mission of the church is to preach the Gospel, to preach peace. If someone wants to criticize me for announcing the Gospel, let him do it with the truth," Leo said late Tuesday, after Trump again accused him of being "OK" with Iran having a nuclear weapon.
By Thursday, tensions seemed to have eased. 
In the exchange of gifts at the Vatican, Rubio presented Leo with a small crystal football paperweight. He acknowledged Leo's known allegiance to the Chicago White Sox, saying "you're a baseball guy, but it has the seal of the State Department," on it.
"What to get someone who has everything?" he joked as he picked the paperweight up.

    
Leo, for his part, gave Rubio a pen apparently made of olive wood -- "olive being of course the plant of peace," Leo said -- with his coat of arms on it and a picture book of Vatican artworks.
Rubio has often been called on to tone down or explain Trump's harsh rhetoric. Trump also has criticized Meloni and other NATO allies for a lack of support for the Iran war, recently announcing plans to withdraw thousands of American troops from Germany in the coming months.

    
Vatican seen as willing to have dialogue
Giampiero Gramaglia, former head of the ANSA news agency and its onetime Washington correspondent, said that he didn't expect much to come out of Rubio's visit for Italian or Vatican relations. He, and other Italian commentators, believe Rubio instead was looking to smooth over relations with the pope for his own political ambitions, as well as the upcoming midterm U.S. congressional elections and 2028 presidential race.
"I doubt Rubio has the role of conciliator for Trump," he told Italy's Foreign Press Association. "I have the perception that Rubio's mission is more about himself" and his political ambitions as a prominent Catholic Republican.
The Rev. Antonio Spadaro, undersecretary in the Vatican's culture office, said that Rubio's mission wasn't to "convert" the pope to Trump's side. Rather, Washington "has come to acknowledge -- implicitly but legibly -- that (Leo's) voice carries weight in the world that cannot simply be dismissed."
"The situation created by President Trump's remarks required a high-level, direct intervention, conducted in the proper language of diplomacy: a semantic corrective to a narrative of frontal conflict with the church," he wrote in an essay this week.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and his Wife Jeannette arrive at Rome's Ciampino airport for a two-day visit to Italy and the Vatican, Thursday, May 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, Pool)]
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Cuba is also on the agenda
Rubio said that topics other than the Iran war were on the agenda for the Vatican visit, including Cuba. The Holy See is particularly concerned about the Trump administration's threats of potential military action there following its January ouster of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
Trump has said frequently that Cuba could be "next," and even suggested that once the Iran war is over, naval assets deployed in the Middle East could return to the United States by way of Cuba.
Rubio is the son of Cuban immigrants and a longtime Cuba hawk.
"We gave Cuba $6 million of humanitarian aid, but obviously they won't let us distribute it," Rubio said. "We distributed it through the church. We'd like to do more."
___
Matthew Lee, the AP's diplomatic writer, reported from Washington.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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[image: Members of St. Moses the Black Orthodox Church worship together during service on Nov. 9, 2025, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski, File)]
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                                        ATLANTA (RNS) -- The past 25 years have been rough for American churches and other houses of worship.
The median worship attendance dropped by more than half. Church closures and the rise of the nones -- those who claim no religion -- have grabbed all the headlines. And faith in institutions like organized religion has plummeted.
Yet a new report from the Hartford Institute for Religion Research shows signs of a shift -- for the first time in two decades, attendance is up. More people are volunteering, and there also seems to be a renewed sense of optimism among pastors and other clergy.
"The headline finding is cautious optimism," Alison Norton, co-director of the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, told reporters at the annual conference of the Religion News Association, meeting in Atlanta. She added that the data showed a story of resilience and recalibration.

    
"Across a range of indicators, there are signs of recovery and, in some cases, renewal," the study's authors wrote in a report released Friday (April 24), which surveyed a representative sample of leaders at 7,453 congregations between September and December of 2025.


___
This content is written and produced by Religion News Service and distributed by The Associated Press. RNS and AP partner on some religion news content. RNS is solely responsible for this story. 
___
Median in-person attendance, which dropped from 137 in 2000 to 45 during COVID-19, is now at 70 adults, which is higher than the 2020 Faith Communities Today survey from the Hartford Center for Religious Research. That report found that the median attendance was 65.

    
    
    
Researchers said the attendance growth, which is self-reported by the surveyed congregations, is not enough to reverse years of decline. Still, said Scott Thumma, director of the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, it has been a long time since there has been any uptick.

    
Thumma said researchers had expected to see continued decline and withdrawal. "We were pretty surprised when we saw the 2025 data." He added that for many congregations, this might be the first sign that the trajectory of decline might be shifted. As the report noted, "this is the first positive gain in median attendance in 25 years."
Catholic and Orthodox congregations had the highest reported median attendance (200), in part because those traditions have fewer parishes than Protestants. The median evangelical congregation reported 75 worshippers, while the median Mainline church reported 50.
Just under half of the congregations (43%) said they grew by at least 5%, while a similar number (46%) reported declining by at least 5%. The rest said they were stable. "For the first time in decades, more congregations are stabilizing or growing rather than shrinking," the authors wrote.
Thumma said that larger congregations are more likely to grow, while smaller churches are more likely to decline.
"After years of constraint, even modest gains can feel like recovery for these congregations," Thumma said at the Religion News Association conference.

    
The report is part of a long-term study of congregations during the COVID-19 era and beyond. The survey asked about attendance, giving, volunteers and demographics, as well as how church members and leaders felt about the future of their congregations. About half of the congregations were in the South, with the rest split between the Midwest, the Western U.S. and the Northeast.
Earlier studies by Hartford showed that at first, congregations responded to the pandemic by adapting quickly to streaming and finding ways to minister when they could not gather in person. Then there was a lull as the pandemic stretched on and churches went into survival mode.
Now that period seems to be over, said Charissa Mikoski, an assistant professor at Hartford Institute for Religion Research, who also worked on the study. And the churches that are growing, said Mikoski, are implementing the lessons of resilience they learned during the pandemic.
"This is not just recovery, it's adaptation and experimentation," said Mikoski.

    
When the data showed attendance was up, researchers were skeptical.
"We did go back and check very thoroughly," Mikoski said. Other groups, like the Pew Research Center, have shown that the decline of religion in the U.S. has stabilized, at least for now, she said.
The study also found that fewer clergy are thinking about leaving the ministry.
"It's not too surprising if the congregations are feeling better and more volunteers are showing up, the clergy are going to start feeling better," said Thumma.
Thumma suspects the pandemic acted a little bit like a wake-up call for churches. They could no longer pretend that everything was OK and had to start making changes for the future.
One other positive coming out of the pandemic? Giving is up, in large part because of a growth in online giving, said Thumma.

    
"People no longer need to be physically present or even remember to give in the moment," said Thumma.
Median income grew from $120,000 in 2020 to $205,000 in 2025. The number of churches offering online giving rose from 58% in 2020 to 76% in 2025. As of 2025, about 40% of revenue came from online giving. Evangelical and non-Christian congregations were most likely to report a surplus. Mainline churches were more likely to report deficits. Thumma also noted that church expenses -- especially for insurance and other building expenses -- have grown.
Thumma said that it will take some time to know if this growth will continue. The center is planning for a major survey of congregations in 2030 that may shed more light.
The authors of the report were quick to say there's no major revival in Christianity. The longer trajectory of decline remains in place, they noted. But congregations do seem to be moving past survival mode and planning for the future.

"What it is not is a story of revival or return to a previous era of sort of congregational glory in the United States," said Norton. "Congregations have been through an extraordinary period of disruption, and though it has taken a while, many have come out of it with greater clarity about who they are and what they're called to do. That's showing up in the data in ways that are genuinely encouraging."
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            As cosmetic interventions become more pervasive, people are grappling with the philosophical and ethical implications of turning to them. A growing chorus of theologians, philosophers and bioethicists are calling for more conversations.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Plastic surgeon Dr. Michael Obeng performs a belly bottom reconstruction plastic surgery after a tummy tuck at a surgical center in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: A patient receives a Botox injection at a clinic in Arlington, Va., on June 5, 2009. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            A patient receives a Botox injection at a clinic in Arlington, Va., on June 5, 2009. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Plastic surgeon Dr. Michael Obeng makes body markings using a surgical marker to indicate areas to be treated before performing liposuction and tummy tuck procedures at a surgical center in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Dr. Michael Obeng, center, performs liposuction at a surgical center in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Shula Jassell is insecure about the size of her chin and has periodically considered getting filler to make it bigger.
But when the 25-year-old from Southern California gives serious thought to the idea of repeatedly having to get the cosmetic procedure -- it only lasts about a year -- she wonders if a surgical implant would be more practical, even though the prospect of surgery scares her.
"I just try to remember self-love, you know? Beauty is in the eye of the beholder," she says as she verbally processes her internal struggle and talks herself out of getting any work done for now.
Technological advancements over recent decades have made various forms of body modification increasingly accessible -- and inescapable on many social media algorithms.
As injectables like Botox, cosmetic plastic surgeries and GLP-1 medications such as Ozempic become more pervasive, people -- often but not exclusively women -- are grappling with the philosophical and ethical implications of turning to these interventions in a ceaseless quest for beauty, youth and conformity.

    
"We need to have a wider conversation about how to think about this in a way where we're not putting the burden squarely on women, while also not taking away their moral agency," said Natalie Carnes, a feminist theologian at Duke Divinity School. "Beauty is something that's good. And beauty is something that is good to pursue. Botox and Ozempic and face-lifts, they're all ways of really narrowing the cultural ideals of beauty."


There has been little in the way of official guidance or explicit prohibitions from major religions. But a growing chorus of theologians, philosophers and bioethicists are calling for more conversations surrounding these procedures and treatments.

    
    
    
In March, the Vatican released a document on Christian anthropology decrying the "cult of the body." "Once modified, often with relentless frenzy, the body becomes a body-object in which the person-subject mirrors themselves, creating a relationship in which the person is no longer his or her body but 'owns' a body," it said.

    
Increased -- and younger -- demand for intervention
Demand for cosmetic surgery in the United States has increased in recent years across all age demographics and ethnic backgrounds, says Dr. C. Bob Basu, president of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons. "Forty years ago, perhaps people would think, 'Cosmetic surgery is for the superrich or the celebrity elite. It's not for regular folk.' That's not the case anymore."
One of the biggest changes he's seen is more young people opting for interventions.
"They're being proactive and thinking about preventive measures, whether it be baby Botox at a younger age to prevent wrinkles from starting or maybe considering a deep plane face-and-neck-lift in the late 30s or early 40s, rather than waiting until you're in your 60s," he said.
But despite its increasing ubiquity, many bioethicists say plastic surgery is not prioritized in their training.
"If you're getting into bioethics and you rotate to learn about medicine, you go to the ICU, you go to places where the palliative care is for dying people, you're looking at transplants. Nobody rotates to plastic surgery," said Arthur Caplan, founding head of the Division of Medical Ethics at New York University Grossman School of Medicine.
As a result, plastic surgeons often must set their own boundaries for what they will and won't do, without much specialized ethical training.

    
Faith in the operating room
Many religions condemn vanity and praise modesty, which can inform attitudes toward cosmetic work.
Dr. Jerry Chidester, a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, said he sees a broad spectrum of stances on plastic surgery within the church. Although some stricter interpretations of the faith may discourage interventions, Chidester said that attitude contrasts with the broader cultural landscape of Salt Lake City, where he's based. Several studies suggest the area has a high number of plastic surgeons and procedures performed per capita.
When patients wrestle with whether to have an operation, Chidester tells them to not worry about what others will think.

    
"I'm like, 'Look, if you want to do this or not, it's up to you,'" he said. "It's literally your body. Who cares if they think you're doing it for vanity or for function or whatever? It is none of their business."
Dr. Sheila Nazarian, a Jewish board-certified plastic surgeon, incorporates her interpretations of parts of the Torah for guidance on thinking about when it is appropriate to modify one's body.
"If it's bringing distress, then it's OK," she said. "My patient population, they're all pretty well adjusted, happy, successful, intelligent people. But they need help with one little thing that they'd just rather not think about anymore."
Dr. Michael Obeng, a Christian, has seen a dramatic shift in acceptance of cosmetic procedures in the nearly 20 years he's been practicing.

    
"Now people are not even hiding it. They show their plastic surgery as a badge of honor, like somebody wearing their expensive bag," he said. "We are aging slower and of course we are working much longer than our moms and grandmothers worked. In the marketplace, we have to look presentable."
Obeng, a board-certified surgeon in Beverly Hills, specializes in a wide range of procedures from tummy tucks and Brazilian butt lifts to rib removal surgeries. He says he rarely feels tension between his faith and his work. It wasn't until he came to a "crossroads" in 2018, when he began thinking through his willingness to perform certain gender transition surgeries.
He sought the advice of several pastors and religious leaders about what to do. "Nobody could give me an answer," he recalled.
He said his faith ultimately led him to limit his practice to some gender-related procedures like breast augmentation, stopping short of genital gender-affirming surgeries, which he sees as harder to reverse.
Agency versus constraint
Ivory Kellogg, a 29-year-old actor in Los Angeles, has been grappling with the tension she feels as a woman while pondering cosmetic interventions.
"There's this expectation that once you hit 35, you think about doing a mini face-lift. That's a lot of pressure," she said. "At the same time, I do want women to feel like they're allowed to do whatever they want. Like if you want to have a face-lift, that's your prerogative."
Though opting for these interventions is often framed as a personal decision, many experts say it's hardly that simple.
"It's important to think about how those choices are constrained and to think about the social pressures," said Abigail Saguy, a sociologist at the University of California, Los Angeles. "This is a social issue. It is a collective problem. But it's continually treated as an individual issue and what individual people should do."
In some cases, as with drugs like Ozempic, these interventions can offer real health benefits. But as their use expands beyond medical need, questions arise about how medical resources are used.
Dr. Aasim Padela, who studies bioethics and Islamic thought at the Medical College of Wisconsin, thinks a broader conversation is needed. His primary issues are the ways in which the field of medicine suffers as a result and what resources are poorly distributed when cosmetic surgery is prioritized within a society.
"The profession is supposed to be about restoring health or preventing loss of health," he said. "Certain types of procedures, body modifications, interventions -- whatever you want to call them -- may not meet those goals or even be aimed at those goals."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Una mujer sostiene fotografias del lider supremo de Iran, el ayatola Moytaba Khamenei (izquierda), y de su padre, el difunto ayatola Ali Jamenei, en un acto organizado por el Estado para conmemorar el aniversario del iman Reza, el 8vo iman del chiismo, y respaldar al lider supremo del pais, en Teheran, Iran, el 29 de abril de 2026. (AP Foto/Vahid Salemi)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            POR 
            JON GAMBRELL and AAMER MADHANI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- El lider supremo de Iran afirmo el jueves, en un tono desafiante, que la Republica Islamica protegera sus "capacidades nucleares y de misiles", que el presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, ha tratado de reducir mediante ataques aereos y como parte de un acuerdo mas amplio para afianzar el fragil alto el fuego en la guerra.
En una declaracion leida por un presentador de la televisora estatal irani, el ayatola Moytaba Jamenei dijo que el unico lugar al que pertenecen los estadounidenses en el golfo Persico es "en el fondo de sus aguas" y que se esta escribiendo un "nuevo capitulo" en la historia de la region. Jamenei no ha sido visto en publico desde que asumio el poder tras la muerte de su padre en los primeros ataques de la guerra.
Sus declaraciones llegan en un momento en que la economia irani se tambalea y su industria petrolera ha comenzado a verse asfixiada por un bloqueo de la Marina estadounidense que impide que sus buques petroleros salgan al mar. La economia mundial tambien esta bajo presion mientras Teheran mantiene su asfixiante control sobre el estrecho de Ormuz, por el que se transporta una quinta parte de todo el crudo comercializado a nivel mundial. El jueves, el crudo Brent de referencia internacional alcanzo los 126 dolares por barril.

    
Ese impacto en los suministros y los precios del petroleo acumulan la presion sobre Trump, quien plantea un nuevo plan para reabrir el estrecho, por el que aliados de Estados Unidos en el golfo exportan su petroleo y gas.



    
        




    




Segun el plan, Estados Unidos mantendria su bloqueo de los puertos iranies, mientras coordina con sus aliados para imponer mayores costos a los intentos de Iran de socavar el libre flujo de energia, de acuerdo con un alto funcionario del gobierno estadounidense.

    
    
    
Trump evalua multiples opciones diplomaticas y politicas para presionar a Iran a poner fin a su asfixiante control, dijo el funcionario, que hablo bajo condicion de anonimato porque no estaba autorizado a comentar publicamente.
La nueva propuesta, reportada primero por The Wall Street Journal, es el mas reciente esfuerzo de Trump por persuadir a otras naciones a que le brinden asistencia para reabrir el estrecho.

    
Bloqueo de Ormuz hace tambalear el alto el fuego
El bloqueo estadounidense esta disenado para impedir que Iran venda su petroleo, privando a la Republica Islamica de ingresos cruciales y creando un escenario en el que Teheran podria tener que suspender su produccion porque no tiene donde almacenar el crudo.
Una reciente propuesta irani pospondria las negociaciones sobre el programa nuclear del pais para mas adelante. Trump senalo que una de las principales razones por las que fue a la guerra era negarle a Iran la capacidad de desarrollar armas nucleares. Teheran ha defendido durante mucho tiempo que su programa tiene fines pacificos, aunque enriquecio uranio a niveles cercanos a los de grado armamentistico del 60%.
Pakistan dijo el jueves que aun facilita conversaciones indirectas entre Estados Unidos e Iran con el fin de aliviar las tensiones, pero Islamabad tambien recibiria con beneplacito una comunicacion directa entre ambas partes, incluso por telefono.

    
"Si ambas partes pueden entablar conversaciones en tiempo real, eso podria aliviar los puntos de friccion", dijo el portavoz del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Tahir Andrabi, en una rueda de prensa semanal. Se nego a compartir detalles de cualquier propuesta irani o estadounidense.
En su discurso con motivo del Dia del Golfo Persico en Iran, Jamenei senalo que las cuestiones nucleares y el programa de misiles balisticos de Iran no se negociarian.
"Noventa millones de iranies orgullosos y honorables, tanto dentro como fuera del pais, consideran todas las capacidades identitarias, espirituales, humanas, cientificas, industriales y tecnologicas de Iran, --desde la nanotecnologia y la biotecnologia hasta las capacidades nucleares y de misiles-- como activos nacionales, y las protegeran tal como protegen las aguas, la tierra y el espacio aereo del pais", manifesto Jamenei.

    
Jamenei se refirio a Estados Unidos como el "Gran Satan", un insulto que el liderazgo irani emplea para Estados Unidos desde la Revolucion Islamica de 1979. Dijo que los estadounidenses no deberian tener nada que hacer en el golfo Persico.
"Los extranjeros que vienen desde miles de kilometros de distancia para actuar con codicia y malicia no tienen cabida en el, excepto en el fondo de sus aguas", dijo el clerigo quien, segun informes, resulto herido en el ataque del 28 de febrero que mato a su padre, el lider supremo de 86 anos, el ayatola Ali Jamenei.

    
Jamenei senala que el estrecho permanecera cerrado
En sus declaraciones, Jamenei parecio indicar que Iran mantendra su control sobre el paso, que se encuentra en aguas territoriales de Iran y Oman. Segun se informo, Teheran habria estado cobrando 2 millones de dolares a algunos barcos para transitar por el estrecho.
Senalo que el control de Iran sobre el estrecho de Ormuz hara que el golfo sea mas seguro, y que las "normas legales y la nueva gestion" del estrecho por parte de Teheran beneficiaran a todas las naciones de la region.
Sin embargo, el mundo consideraba el estrecho una via internacional, abierta a todos sin necesidad de peajes. Las naciones arabes del golfo, encabezadas por Emiratos Arabes Unidos, han denunciado el control de Iran sobre el estrecho calificandolo como similar a la pirateria.
Se intensifica la represion
Iran anuncio el jueves que ejecuto a un hombre de 21 anos por cargos derivados de las protestas nacionales de enero pasado, informo la agencia noticiosa Mizan.
La agencia identifico al hombre como Sasan Azadvar. Indico que fue colgado por el delito de "cooperar con el enemigo al atacar a agentes de policia" durante las protestas.
Activistas y grupos defensores de los derechos humanos dicen que la represion contra la disidencia --incluida una ola de ejecuciones-- se ha intensificado desde el inicio de la guerra.
El director de la oficina de derechos humanos de la ONU, Volker Turk, dijo el miercoles que al menos 21 personas han sido ejecutadas desde el inicio de la guerra, incluidas nueve en relacion con las protestas y 10 por presuntamente pertenenecer a grupos de oposicion. Al menos otras dos fueron colgadas por cargos de espionaje.
La Agencia de Noticias de Activistas de Derechos Humanos dijo que Azadvar fue arrestado en Isfahan el 1 de enero y condenado a muerte en marzo.
Iran realiza rutinariamente juicios a puerta cerrada en los que los sospechosos no pueden impugnar los cargos en su contra, dicen grupos defensores de los derechos humanos, los cuales advierten que varias otras personas aun corren riesgo de ser ejecutadas.
___

Madhani informo desde Washington. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Munir Ahmed en Islamabad, Amir Vahdat en Teheran, Iran, y Sarah El Deeb en Beirut contribuyeron a este despacho.
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[image: Personal medico acompana a un paciente, segundo a la derecha, evacuado del crucero MV Hondius con sospecha de infeccion por hantavirus, a una ambulancia tras ser trasladado en avion al aeropuerto de Schiphol, Amsterdam, Holanda, el 6 de mayo de 2026. (Foto AP/Peter Dejong)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Personal medico acompana a un paciente, segundo a la derecha, evacuado del crucero MV Hondius con sospecha de infeccion por hantavirus, a una ambulancia tras ser trasladado en avion al aeropuerto de Schiphol, Amsterdam, Holanda, el 6 de mayo de 2026. (Foto AP/Peter Dejong)
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[image: Una vista aerea del crucero MV Hondius fondeado en el Atlantico cerca de Cabo Verde, el martes 5 de mayo de 2026. (AP Foto/Arilson Almeida)]
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            Una vista aerea del crucero MV Hondius fondeado en el Atlantico cerca de Cabo Verde, el martes 5 de mayo de 2026. (AP Foto/Arilson Almeida)
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                                        PRAIA, Cabo Verde (AP) -- Dos pacientes con hantavirus y uno sospechoso de estar infectado fueron evacuados el miercoles del crucero donde se reporto el brote, informo la Organizacion Mundial de la Salud (OMS). El barco luego zarpo de Cabo Verde con casi 150 personas a bordo --aisladas en sus camarotes-- y va rumbo a las islas Canarias, en Espana.
Imagenes de The Associated Press mostraban a trabajadores medicos con equipo hermetico evacuando a tres pacientes, entre ellos el medico britanico del barco. Dos de los pacientes llegaron el miercoles por la noche al aeropuerto de Amsterdam y fueron trasladados a diversos hospitales.
Tres personas han muerto y un cuerpo permanece en el barco, declaro la OMS. De los ocho casos registrados, cinco fueron confirmados por pruebas de laboratorio.
Por lo general, el hantavirus se propaga al inhalar excrementos de roedores contaminados y puede transmitirse de persona a persona, aunque eso es raro, segun la OMS, cuya principal experta en epidemias dijo que el riesgo para el publico es bajo.

    
Funcionarios de salud en Europa y Africa intentan identificar a personas que pudieron haber tenido contacto con personas que anteriormente dejaron el barco, que partio el 1 de abril de Sudamerica para hacer paradas en la Antartida y varias islas del Atlantico.



    
        




    




Dos funcionarios argentinos que investigan los origenes del brote indicaron que la principal hipotesis del gobierno es que una pareja holandesa contrajo el virus mientras observaba aves en la ciudad de Ushuaia antes de embarcar.
Dijeron que la pareja visito un vertedero durante el tour y pudo haber estado expuesta a roedores. Los funcionarios hablaron bajo condicion de anonimato porque no estaban autorizados a informar a los medios, mientras la investigacion continua.

    
    
    
Funcionarios dicen que los que siguen a bordo no muestran sintomas
El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Holanda apunto que las tres personas evacuadas el miercoles son un holandes de 41 anos, un britanico de 56 y un aleman de 65. La OMS informo el miercoles que las pruebas realizadas en Senegal confirmaron que dos de los evacuados estaban infectados con hantavirus.
Dos de los evacuados permanecen en "estado grave", senalo el operador holandes del barco, Oceanwide Expeditions, y el tercero no tenia sintomas pero estaba "estrechamente asociado" con un pasajero aleman que murio en el barco MV Hondius el 2 de mayo.
Al llegar a Amsterdam, uno de los pacientes evacuados fue trasladado a un hospital especializado en Dusseldorf, Alemania; el otro fue llevado a un hospital en Leiden, Holanda.

    
Las autoridades de salubridad sostienen que los pasajeros y miembros de la tripulacion que aun estan en el barco no presentan sintomas. Su viaje a las Canarias tomara tres o cuatro dias, aseguro el Ministerio de Sanidad de Espana. La llegada " no representara ningun riesgo para el publico", asevero el ministerio.
Mientras tanto, el presidente regional de Islas Canarias, Fernando Clavijo, dijo que estaba preocupado por el riesgo para la poblacion y exigio una reunion con el presidente del gobierno espanol, Pedro Sanchez.

    
La experta de la OMS dice que esto "no es el proximo COVID"
Las autoridades dijeron que los pasajeros dieron positivo para el virus de los Andes, una especie de hantavirus que se encuentra en Sudamerica, principalmente en Argentina y Chile. El virus puede transmitirse entre personas, aunque eso es raro y solo mediante contacto cercano, segun la OMS. La agencia de salud nunca ha visto un brote de hantavirus en un barco.
"Esto no es el proximo COVID, pero es una enfermedad infecciosa grave", asevero la principal experta en epidemias de la OMS, Maria Van Kerkhove. "La mayoria de las personas nunca estaran expuestas a esto".
Dos expertos holandeses en enfermedades infecciosas se incorporarian al barco, manifesto Van Kerkhove. Para quienes estan en el barco, el acceso a la atencion clinica es importante, dijo, porque las personas infectadas pueden desarrollar dificultad respiratoria aguda grave y necesitar oxigeno o ventilacion mecanica. No existe un tratamiento especifico ni cura, pero la atencion medica temprana puede aumentar la probabilidad de supervivencia.

    
El periodo de incubacion del hantavirus puede ser de una a seis semanas, o mas, expreso.
El itinerario del barco incluia escalas en el Atlantico Sur, incluida la Antartida continental y las remotas islas de Georgia del Sur, la isla Nightingale, Tristan da Cunha, Santa Elena y Ascension.
Autoridades buscan determinar el trayecto de un pasajero que se bajo antes
Las autoridades de Suiza indicaron que un expasajero que dio positivo esta recibiendo tratamiento en un hospital de Zurich. Las autoridades de salud de Sudafrica senalaron previamente que dos pasajeros que fueron trasladados alli dieron positivo. Uno, un britanico, estaba en cuidados intensivos y el otro murio en Sudafrica.
El portavoz de la oficina de salud suiza, Simon Ming, declaro que el paciente alli dejo el barco durante su parada en Santa Elena. No estaba claro cuando o como viajo a Suiza y por cuantos otros paises pudo haber pasado.
La esposa del paciente no ha mostrado ningun sintoma, pero se ha confinado de forma voluntaria como precaucion, dice el comunicado.

    
Sudafrica busca a personas que pudieron haber tenido contacto
En Santa Elena fue bajado el cuerpo del hombre holandes sospechoso de ser el primer caso de hantavirus a bordo. Su esposa volo a Sudafrica, donde se desplomo en el aeropuerto de Johannesburgo y murio.
Mas tarde, un britanico fue evacuado en la isla Ascension y trasladado a Sudafrica.
El operador del barco no ha dicho si otras personas dejaron el crucero en esos u otros lugares.
El Ministerio de Salud de Sudafrica dice que las autoridades han localizado a 42 de 62 personas, incluidos trabajadores sanitarios, que se cree que tuvieron contacto con los dos pasajeros infectados que viajaron alli. Los 42 dieron negativo para hantavirus.
Funcionarios de salud britanicos dijeron que dos de los pasajeros del barco que volaron a casa antes en su viaje se han aislado, pero no presentan sintomas de enfermedad. La Agencia de Seguridad Sanitaria del Reino Unido dijo que "un pequeno numero" de contactos de los dos tambien se estan aislando, pero no muestran ningun sintoma.
___

DeBre reporto desde Buenos Aires y Furtula desde Amsterdam. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Chinedu Asadu en Abuya, Nigeria; Jamey Keaten en Ginebra; Mark Banchereau en Dakar, Senegal; Joseph Wilson en Barcelona; Geir Moulson en Berlin; Mike Corder en La Haya, Holanda y Michelle Gumede y Mogomotsi Magome en Johannesburgo contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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[image: Esta imagen, difundida por Sony Pictures, muestra a Spider-Man y Boomerang en una escena de ]
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            Esta imagen, difundida por Sony Pictures, muestra a Spider-Man y Boomerang en una escena de "Spider-Man: Brand New Day". (Sony Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen publicada por Disney muestra a The Mandalorian, interpretado por Pedro Pascal, a la derecha, y a Grogu en una escena de "The Mandalorian and Grogu" de Lucasfilm. (Lucasfilm Ltd. - Disney via AP)]
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            Esta imagen publicada por Disney muestra a The Mandalorian, interpretado por Pedro Pascal, a la derecha, y a Grogu en una escena de "The Mandalorian and Grogu" de Lucasfilm. (Lucasfilm Ltd. - Disney via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen, difundida por Universal Pictures, muestra, de izquierda a derecha, a Jimmy Gonzales como Cefeo, Matt Damon como Odiseo y Himesh Patel como Euriloco en una escena de "The Odyssey". (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)]
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            Esta imagen, difundida por Universal Pictures, muestra, de izquierda a derecha, a Jimmy Gonzales como Cefeo, Matt Damon como Odiseo y Himesh Patel como Euriloco en una escena de "The Odyssey". (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen, difundida por Universal Pictures, muestra, de izquierda a derecha, a los personajes Ed, Henry y Goomi en una escena de la pelicula "Minions & Monsters" de Illumination. (Universal Pictures via AP)]
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            Esta imagen, difundida por Universal Pictures, muestra, de izquierda a derecha, a los personajes Ed, Henry y Goomi en una escena de la pelicula "Minions & Monsters" de Illumination. (Universal Pictures via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen publicada por Disney muestra a los personajes Bullseye, a la izquierda, y Jessie, con la voz de Joan Cusack, en una escena de "Toy Story 5" de Disney y Pixar. (Disney/Pixar via AP)]
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            Esta imagen publicada por Disney muestra a los personajes Bullseye, a la izquierda, y Jessie, con la voz de Joan Cusack, en una escena de "Toy Story 5" de Disney y Pixar. (Disney/Pixar via AP)
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                                        Las peliculas siempre se sienten mas grandes en verano. Los presupuestos. La ambicion. Los nombres. Lo que esta en juego. Hollywood tiene este verano a muchos de los habituales en la cartelera: "Spider-Man", "Minions", "Star Wars" y "Toy Story". Pero lo mas esperado no es un superheroe, un juguete ni una franquicia: es un poema epico de 3.000 anos de antiguedad.
Para el cineasta Christopher Nolan, "The Odyssey" ("La Odisea"), que se estrena el 17 de julio (las fechas de estreno incluidas son de Estados Unidos), no es solo una historia, sino una pieza fundacional que merecia hacerse a la mayor escala posible, con todos los recursos que el Hollywood moderno pudiera ofrecer.
"Hay una enorme presion", le comento Nolan a The Associated Press. "Cualquiera que se enfrente a 'The Odyssey' se enfrenta a las esperanzas y los suenos de la gente sobre las peliculas epicas en todas partes, y eso conlleva una responsabilidad enorme".

    
Sin embargo, es una sensacion conocida. Al fin y al cabo, hizo tres peliculas de Batman.
"Lo que aprendi de esa experiencia es que lo que la gente quiere de una pelicula sobre una historia querida, un conjunto de personajes queridos, es una interpretacion solida y sincera", manifesto Nolan. "Quieren saber que un cineasta se ha dejado la piel por ello. De verdad intente hacer la mejor pelicula posible".


Hace tres veranos, "Oppenheimer" recaudo casi 1.000 millones de dolares. "The Odyssey" tiene batallas, dioses, criaturas y un ejercito de estrellas de cine, entre ellas Matt Damon, Anne Hathaway, Zendaya y Tom Holland. Tambien es el primer filme rodado integramente en pelicula IMAX. Las entradas para algunas funciones IMAX de 70 mm se agotaron en menos de una hora con un ano completo de antelacion.

    
    
    
"The Odyssey" sera mas corta que "Oppenheimer"; despues de todo, tres horas es lo maximo que se ha logrado proyectar en IMAX.
"Es una pelicula epica, como exige el tema", senalo Nolan. "Pero es mas corta".

    
El elegante pistoletazo de salida de la temporada de cine de verano
Puede que Hollywood ya no reserve todos sus grandes estrenos para los meses mas calurosos, pero el corredor de 18 semanas que va desde el primer fin de semana de mayo hasta el primer lunes de septiembre sigue siendo el mas importante para la industria, al representar alrededor del 40% de la taquilla anual. Y desde la pandemia solo ha superado los 4.000 millones de dolares una vez, en 2023.
Las peliculas de Marvel suelen inaugurar la temporada, pero el ano pasado el cineasta David Frankel recibio una llamada de Disney: "Avengers: Doomsday" no iba a estar lista para el primer fin de semana de mayo; ?podria "The Devil Wears Prada 2" dar un paso al frente?
El 1 de mayo cae apenas unos dias antes de la Met Gala y, calculo, le daria a la pelicula una larga pista para mantenerse en cartelera. Tambien exigiria un pequeno sprint: terminaron la pelicula hace apenas unas semanas. Pero el entusiasmo fue un motor, desde los fans que tomaban fotos de Hathaway y Meryl Streep en las calles de Nueva York, hasta el apoyo de Anna Wintour.
El carino por "Prada" no es lo unico que ha cambiado en 20 anos; las revistas tambien se han convertido en una especie en peligro de extincion.
"?Como lidia Miranda Priestly con este mundo cambiante y cual es su futuro?", planteo Frankel. "Lo mismo con Andy Sachs: si toda tu ambicion se ha canalizado en esta unica direccion, ?que pasa cuando tienes que cambiar de rumbo y como te adaptas?"

    
La pregunta de los 4.000 millones de dolares
La industria cinematografica tambien se esta ajustando a un nuevo paradigma. La taquilla ha caido mas de un 20% respecto a los niveles previos al COVID. El auge del streaming, la pandemia y el cambio en las ventanas de exhibicion alteraron los habitos de ir al cine, quiza de forma permanente. Y podria haber un gran estudio menos si Paramount adquiere Warner Bros.
Pero, como dijo James Cameron, "la esperanza es eterna".
"Seguimos teniendo una industria de salas muy robusta en un momento en que casi se habia dado por muerta", afirmo Cameron.
Los estudios se estan comprometiendo con ventanas de exhibicion mas largas en cines. Las peliculas originales y los formatos premium estan atrayendo publico. Y el mercado continua expandiendose a nivel global.

    
Cameron esta detras de una de esas experiencias que solo se viven en una sala, con la pelicula-concierto en 3D de Billie Eilish (8 de mayo). Con nueva tecnologia, utilizaron 17 sistemas de camaras para capturar cuatro noches de sus conciertos en Manchester el ano pasado.
"Verlo en 3D es asombroso", sostuvo Cameron. "De verdad sientes una intimidad con ella y, al mismo tiempo, sientes la escala del espectaculo".

    
Un verano de pesos pesados
Nolan no es el unico gigante del cine en la lista veraniega de Universal: Steven Spielberg tambien regresa a uno de sus generos mas queridos con "Disclosure Day" ("El dia de la revelacion") del 12 de junio. Tambien hay peliculas de superheroes, con "Supergirl" del 26 de junio, que, segun Peter Safran, codirector de DC Studios, "es algo genial y original que no hemos visto antes", y "Spider-Man: Brand New Day" ("Spider-Man: Un nuevo dia") el 31 de julio. La ultima pelicula de Spidey, que recaudo mas de 1.900 millones de dolares, termino con el Peter Parker de Holland borrandose de la memoria de todos.
"Es una superproduccion de accion con todo el humor y la emocion que nos encanta de Spider-Man", explico el director Destin Daniel Cretton. "Pero en el fondo, es una historia sobre aprender a reconectar con quienes amas".
Ultimamente, mucho poder se ha desplazado hacia las propuestas con clasificacion PG. Este verano llegan "Toy Story 5", el 19 de junio, "Minions & Monsters", el 1 de julio, y una "Moana" de accion real el 10 de julio, que bien podrian alcanzar los 1.000 millones de dolares cada una.
Una pelicula familiar que no es de franquicia es "The Sheep Detectives" ("Las ovejas detectives") del 8 de mayo, en la que los animales (Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Bryan Cranston) investigan la muerte de su querido dueno (Hugh Jackman). El guionista Craig Mazin entiende el obstaculo: ha habido muchas peliculas tontas de animales parlantes. Pero esta es diferente, aseguro; no se trata solo de ovejas tontas haciendo cosas tontas.
"Hay momentos, temas y elementos realmente hermosos de los que los padres pueden hablar con sus hijos", indico Mazin. "Y, lo mas importante, es legitimamente una pelicula pensada para todo el mundo".
Luego esta "Star Wars: The Mandalorian and Grogu" del 22 de mayo, que tiene clasificacion PG-13 pero cuenta con un alienigena imposiblemente adorable a su favor. Tambien es una de varias hechas para IMAX.
"La gente tiene televisores estupendos en casa", dijo el director Jon Favreau. "Hay que darles una razon para salir".
Peliculas de terror
Los estudios tambien siguen apostando por el terror, y este verano trae tanto franquicias, como "Evil Dead Burn", del 10 de julio e "Insidious: Out of the Further" del 21 de agosto, como indies inquietantes, entre ellas el terror sobre "terapia de conversion" "Leviticus", "Rose of Nevada", ambas el 19 de junio, "Backrooms", 29 de mayo, y una nueva de Jane Schoenbrun, "Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma" del 7 de agosto.
Y luego esta "Scary Movie 6" del 5 de junio, que marca el regreso de Regina Hall y Anna Faris, asi como de Marlon y Shawn Wayans, quienes no habian participado en la franquicia que ayudaron a crear desde la secuela de 2001. Y habia muchisimas peliculas listas para la parodia, como "M3GAN", "Get Out", "Weapons" ("La hora de la desaparicion"), la recien estrenada "Michael" y "Sinners" ("Pecadores"), que era la que mas entusiasmaba a Marlon Wayans.
"La burla es la mayor forma de halago", expreso Wayans. "Parodiar su pelicula fue, sin duda, una manera de rendirles homenaje".
Los favoritos de los festivales y otras joyas
Sin embargo, el publico quiere mas que marcas y superproducciones. Este ano, los cinefilos ya han demostrado que acudiran cuando el boca a boca es el adecuado, ya sea por un gran exito para todos los publicos como "Project Hail Mary" o por algo mas desafiante como "The Drama".
Una que tiene potencial para abrirse paso es "The Invite", del 26 de junio, dirigida por Olivia Wilde, una comedia dramatica de camara sobre dos parejas muy distintas (Wilde, Seth Rogen, Penelope Cruz y Edward Norton) durante una noche llena de vino que desata una guerra de ofertas en el Festival de Cine de Sundance. A Wilde le animo que la mayoria de los estudios ofrecieran estrenos en salas, y finalmente eligio A24. Incluso han hecho una copia en 35 mm.
"Para mi, todo el proyecto es realmente una forma de rendir homenaje a Mike Nichols", dijo Wilde. "Pensamos en el publico que siempre ha amado esas peliculas".

Hay muchos indies y originales para elegir a lo largo del verano, entre ellos "Tuner", de Daniel Roher, sobre un prodigio del piano convertido en ladron de cajas fuertes; la colorida pelicula sobre hurtos en tiendas de Boots Riley, "I Love Boosters", ambas el 22 de mayo; un musical de John Carney con Paul Rudd, "Power Ballad" del 5 de junio; y la comedia de David Wain, descaradamente subida de tono pero entranable, "Gail Daughtry and the Celebrity Sex Pass" del 10 de julio.
Como dijo Wilde, hay espacio tanto para originales como para franquicias.
"Al publico realmente le gusta reconocer el riesgo", afirmo. "Hay algo emocionante en eso".
___
Para mas cobertura de las proximas peliculas de este verano, visite: https://apnews.com/hub/movies
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