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        Amulet expert denies fraud claim
        Renowned spiritual amulet expert Tonetong Sookkaen, better known as Tone Bangkae, appeared at the Crime Suppression Division (CSD) on Thursday to assert his innocence amid allegations linking him to a fraud network, while criticising the involvement of police in what he described as a civil debt dispute.

      

      
        Asean to welcome release of Myanmar prisoners
        CEBU&nbsp; --- The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) is expected to welcome the release of more than 4,000 prisoners in the chairman's statement to be issued at the bloc's summit in the Philippines, according to a draft obtained by Kyodo News.

      

      
        Thai and Cambodian leaders to meet at Asean summit
        The leaders of Thailand and Cambodia &zwnj;are preparing to meet in the Philippines for rare talks following deadly fighting between the neighbours last year, as a ceasefire holds but with no formal resolution in sight.

      

      
        Stimulus scheme to open registration on May 25
        The Ministry of Finance is scheduled to open registration for the "Thai Chuay Thai Plus" (Thais Help Thais Plus) scheme and the state welfare card programme on May 25.

      

      
        Illustrious TikTok vape selling network dismantled
        A full-scale e-cigaratte production network that openly livestreamed sales on TikTok and garnered over 10 million views, has been dismantled, with three suspects arrested, the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) said on Thursday.

      

      
        Thai markets weathering Middle East turmoil
        Moody's upbeat assessment of the Thai economy reflects the strength of the financial sector and the country's international reserves, while the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has remained resilient during the war in the Middle East, analysts say.

      

      
        Oil price dip unlikely to help Thai drivers
        The latest dip in global crude prices has eased financial pressure on the Thai Oil Fuel Fund, shifting its role from subsidising diesel prices to collecting contributions from motorists, according to the Energy Policy Planning Office.

      

      
        AirAsia signs $19bn deal for 150 Airbus A220 jets
        MIRABEL, Quebec - The Malaysian &zwnj;budget carrier AirAsia has announced a firm order for 150 Airbus A220 jets manufactured in Canada, with 150 options to purchase a larger version of the jet if Airbus decides to produce it.

      

      
        Opposition sees fiscal risk in borrowing plan
        People's Party deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun has criticised the government's 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing proposal, warning that it risks depleting the country's fiscal capacity.

      

      
        Myanmar translator alleges torture by Chinese employers
        A 27-year-old construction worker from Myanmar has accused his Chinese employers of subjecting him to more than five hours of torture in Rayong province, prompting calls for legal action.
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																Renowned spiritual amulet expert Tonetong Sookkaen, better known as Tone Bangkae, appeared at the Crime Suppression Division (CSD) on Thursday to assert his innocence amid allegations linking him to a fraud network, while criticising the involvement of police in what he described as a civil debt dispute.
Mr Tonetong, accompanied by his lawyer, said he had no intention of fleeing and was ready to cooperate with investigators to prove his case.

He acknowledged owing money to his business counterpart, Dorn Tienthaworawong, nicknamed "Madam Keng", but said the debt had been gradually reduced from an initial 800 million baht to just over 300 million baht through consistent repayments.

"I have always complied with the contract and never intended to default," he said, adding that minor delays of a few days in repayments were normal in business. He also maintained that luxury cars and branded goods cited in the dispute had been fully paid in instalments.

Mr Tonetong also addressed claims involving amulets he had pledged as collateral, saying their value can fluctuate like stocks while noting that Ms Dorn and an amulet expert who accompanied her had assessed the items before accepting them.

Debt dispute widens

According to Ms Dorn, her dispute with Mr Tonetong dates back to 2022 when she attempted to sell a Bentley through an intermediary who introduced her to him. A deal was struck at 18 million baht, with payment structured via post-dated cheques, some of which later bounced.

She said the business relationship expanded to include further transactions and loans, including a 100-million-baht loan for a planned amulet magnifier production venture, backed by a property later valued significantly lower than claimed.

Ms Dorn said she later accepted more than 150 amulets as collateral, believing they were worth 400-500 million baht, only to discover their value was far lower. She added that repeated payment failures and financial losses left her under severe stress.

Ms Dorn alleged that Mr Tonetong and his associates operated a scheme in which one group of amulet traders sold items to her at inflated prices -- such as 50 million baht -- before another group posed as buyers offering a higher price, such as 70 million baht, to create the illusion of profit.

She said that once she agreed to sell, payments were made using bounced cheques, and when she sought repayment, she was told the amulets had been pawned, prompting her to pay again to redeem them -- a cycle that allegedly repeated, causing losses of about 300 million baht in transactions involving Mr Tonetong alone. (Story continues below)

[image: Dorn Tienthaworawong, known as Madam Keng, speaks to reporters at the Crime Suppression Division on Wednesday after being accused by amulet expert Tonetong Sookkaen in a dispute involving hundreds of millions of baht.]
Dorn Tienthaworawong, known as Madam Keng, speaks to reporters at the Crime Suppression Division on Wednesday after being accused by amulet expert Tonetong Sookkaen in a dispute involving hundreds of millions of baht.



She also stated that Mr Tonetong had arranged a meeting on April 17 involving all parties, including Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), who acted as a mediator. The meeting took place at Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat's office and was intended to resolve the dispute, with no threats made during discussions.

However, she said Mr Tonetong did not attend a follow-up meeting on April 24, instead gathering evidence to file complaints with the Royal Thai Police, Phahon Yothin police station and the Office of the Attorney-General against five individuals involved in the case.

Mr Tonetong confirmed he had previously sought a meeting with Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat through intermediaries, intending to explain his debt situation, but said it turned into a mediation session, which he argued was inappropriate.

He has since filed complaints against the officer and others for alleged malfeasance, insisting that debt disputes should be handled in civil court rather than in police offices.

Meanwhile, CIB commissioner Pol Lt Gen Natthasak Chaowanasai said he had spoken with Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat, who maintained his earlier explanation to the media that Mr Tonetong had requested the April 17 meeting to explain and mediate the debt dispute. The officer insisted the discussion was conducted peacefully, with no coercion or threats as alleged.

He stressed that the CIB would handle the case transparently and fairly, ensuring justice for both the complainant and the accused, while any issues of conduct would be examined based on the facts.

Mr Tonetong reiterated that he intends to repay the outstanding debt in full under the terms of the contract, saying his appearance before investigators was meant to demonstrate that he was not evading the legal process, as rumoured.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3251360/amulet-expert-denies-fraud-claim
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																CEBU  -- The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) is expected to welcome the release of more than 4,000 prisoners in the chairman's statement to be issued at the bloc's summit in the Philippines, according to a draft obtained by Kyodo News.
"We viewed the release of prisoners in Myanmar as a positive step toward inclusive national dialogue among all parties in Myanmar," the draft statement read. The statement is set for release Friday after leaders of the 11-member bloc meet in the central Philippine province of Cebu.

The draft, shown by Asean sources to Kyodo News, says Win Myint, Myanmar's former president under the ousted democratic government led by Aung San Suu Kyi, was listed among the prisoners to be freed.

The draft also states that the release of remaining prisoners is also "encouraged" in the "spirit of genuine reconciliation and dialogue."

Asean leaders, meanwhile, will express deep concern over the "humanitarian situation" in Myanmar, noting the "minimal progress" in implementing the five-point consensus aimed at addressing the country's political crisis, according to the draft.

Suu Kyi was ousted in a 2021 military coup and imprisoned on charges including corruption. She was recently moved from detention to house arrest by Myanmar's military-run government.

While Asean has sidelined Myanmar since Suu Kyi was ousted from power, it has reaffirmed that the Southeast Asian country remains an integral part of the grouping.

According to the draft, Asean only took note of the recent three-phase elections in Myanmar through January that installed former military chief Min Aung Hlaing as president. The election has been dismissed by some Western nations and Myanmar opposition forces as a sham aimed at legitimising permanent military rule.

But with the Philippines seeking to prioritise talks on the energy crisis stemming from the war in the Middle East, it remains unclear whether sufficient time will be devoted to discussions on Myanmar.

Asean groups Thailand, Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam.


	Related: Philippines urges Myanmar to grant Asean envoy access to Suu Kyi
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									Thai and Cambodian leaders to meet at Asean summit								

								Philippine president to oversee talks between Anutin and Hun Manet
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																The leaders of Thailand and Cambodia are preparing to meet in the Philippines for rare talks following deadly fighting between the neighbours last year, as a ceasefire holds but with no formal resolution in sight.
Troops remain deployed on both sides of the long-disputed 817-kilometre border after battles in July and December when skirmishes quickly escalated into air strikes  and heavy exchanges of artillery [?]and rockets.

The Philippines, which is hosting meetings of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) on the island of Cebu, said the talks would be overseen by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr, on the eve of Friday's summit of leaders.

"They want an atmosphere for an Asean meeting that will go well," Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul told reporters in the Thai capital of Bangkok.

"That's why they want us to see each other."

Mr Anutin did not elaborate on topics to be discussed [?]but vowed to resolutely defend Thailand's interests.

"I have to stand on principles during discussions," he said. "Any talks will have to be beneficial, protect Thai sovereignty and the public interest."

Philippine President  Marcos  said that "some agreements" had been reached between Thailand and Cambodia on  Thursday, [?]adding that he had confidence that the two countries could resolve their issues amicably.

Speaking at [?]a press briefing with the premiers of Thailand and Cambodia, Marcos said  both countries stressed the importance of restraint  and peaceful dialogue.

"I believe this was  possible [?]because of a very clear, fervent [?]belief by both leaders that it is time [?]for peace  and no longer a time for war," Marcos said.

Close to 150 people were killed and at least 300,000 displaced by the two rounds of fighting, which each country accused the other of starting.

The first outbreak was settled in July  after five days following an intervention by US President Donald Trump and and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who oversaw the signing of a troop withdrawal pact in October during an Asean summit.

But Trump and Anwar were unsuccessful in efforts to  halt a second flare-up, with clashes raging for 20 days before both sides agreed bilaterally to a truce.

Though fighting has stopped, Cambodia has repeatedly accused Thailand  of [?]ceasefire violations and of occupying disputed border territory, accusations Bangkok rejects.

Kung Phoak, Cambodia's secretary of state for foreign affairs, said on Wednesday the three-way meeting showed Asean's interest in [?]tackling the conflict.

"It shows that the chair is trying to bring us together and to resolve the issue," he told Reuters.

"We need to renounce the use and threat of force, and the solution has to be based on international law and existing treaties in [?]agreement."

The meeting comes at a time of increased strain on ties, after Thailand unilaterally terminated  on Tuesday an agreement with Cambodia on joint offshore energy exploration, defying calls from its neighbour to stick with the 25-year-old pact.

Cambodia said it had no option but to seek formal resolution of overlapping claims in the Gulf of Thailand under the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the [?]Law of the Sea, or UNCLOS.
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								Programmes will be implemented in two phases, with each covering two months
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																The Ministry of Finance is scheduled to open registration for the "Thai Chuay Thai Plus" (Thais Help Thais Plus) scheme and the state welfare card programme on May 25.
Speaking after the opening ceremony of the Money Expo on Thursday, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said people who successfully register and qualify for the government schemes can begin using their benefits from June 1.

Under the programme, people who do not hold state welfare cards receive 1,000 baht per month in their e-wallets for four months.

The government subsidises 60% of spending, with 40% paid by participants. Roughly 30 million people are expected to qualify under this category, he said.

State welfare cardholders total 13.2 million people, and they receive an additional 700 baht in their e-wallets on top of the existing 300-baht benefit, providing 1,000 baht per month for four months.

The funds can be spent at participating stores under Thai Chuay Thai Plus and at Blue Flag shops operated by the Ministry of Commerce. Around 1.5 million shops previously joined similar government subsidy programmes.

Mr Ekniti said the programmes will be implemented in two phases, with each phase covering two months.

During the first phase, the government reviews the eligibility of state welfare cardholders. Those who no longer meet the criteria, such as individuals earning more than 100,000 baht per year, lose welfare benefits but will qualify for the co-pay scheme, he said.

Thai Chuay Thai Plus will be enhanced through the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technology to help merchants analyse their balance sheets, income, expenses and best-selling products, said Mr Ekniti.

This database will help vendors and small business owners when they apply for loans from state-owned financial institutions, he noted.

Thailand must make use of AI to help create wealth for Thais and strengthen the nation's position as a foreign investment hub, as the country's neutrality and stability make it a safe destination for investors, according to the minister.

TikTok recently received investment promotion approval for an outlay of 900 billion baht in Thailand, bolstering investment in data centres, he noted.
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																A full-scale e-cigaratte production network that openly livestreamed sales on TikTok and garnered over 10 million views, has been dismantled, with three suspects arrested, the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) said on Thursday.
In flagrant disregard of the law, the gang, known as "GM Pot", created online content featuring its members in suits and masks aimed directly at young audiences, amassing a reported over three million followers on TikTok, Pol Gen Nirandorn Lueamsri, deputy national police chief, said in a briefing.

The arrests were made following a social-media appearance by the group during which members mocked law enforcement with the slogan, "Try investigating who I am." 

After gathering evidence, officers raided a house in Samut Sakhon province and busted the gang. During the operation, authorities confiscated 20 pieces of e-cigarette manufacturing equipment worth about 12 million baht, including e-liquid injection machines, sealing machines and other production-line pieces, Pol Gen Nirandorn said.

Authorities also discovered 28 kilogrammes of imported Etomidate, a Category 2 narcotic substance, which the group was mixing into its vape liquid to create a so-called "zombie vape" formula. 

The variant has become widespread in entertainment venues and has been sold at prices up to 10 times higher than ordinary vape liquids, police said. The mixture causes severe effects on the nervous system and overdose can cause immediate respiratory failure.

The three suspects taken in are said to have been responsible for handling livestream sales, managing the premises and chatting with customers.

Investigation is continuing into the network's finances and possible masterminds, Pol Gen Nirandorn said.

[image: E-cigarette manufacturing equipment is displayed during the press conference on Thursday. (Photo: Wassayos Ngamkham)]
E-cigarette manufacturing equipment is displayed during the press conference on Thursday. (Photo: Wassayos Ngamkham)



The official operation marked the first discovery of a full-scale domestic e-cigarette production base, said Prime Minister's Office Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi, who also joined the press conference. Previously, most seized products were found to be imported as finished goods for resale. 

An online check on Thursday however found a likely-related TikTok account named "GMpot Jokeker" with a current 22,000 followers. Instead of showing actual members however, the account uses AI-generated avatars. Nonetheless, it has not been active since November last year.
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									Thai markets weathering Middle East turmoil								

								Local analysts look at factors behind upbeat assessment by Moody's
							

																Moody's upbeat assessment of the Thai economy reflects the strength of the financial sector and the country's international reserves, while the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has remained resilient during the war in the Middle East, analysts say.
In its latest report, Moody's Ratings identified Thailand, Malaysia, India, Indonesia and Mexico as five emerging economies best positioned to withstand global shocks.

Highlighting stronger policy frameworks and improved resilience over the past five years, the credit rating agency noted that these economies avoided sharp spikes in risk premiums and maintained market access despite the Covid-19 crisis, global interest rate tightening, banking sector stress, and trade tensions.

"Moody's assessment reflects the high liquidity of Thailand's financial market, with the capacity of Thai banks having improved since the pandemic to withstand external shocks," said Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities.

The country's economic resilience is also supported by solid international reserves, although fiscal measures are critically needed in the short term to stimulate domestic consumption and investment, Mr Koraphat added.

He views Thailand as well positioned to attract foreign direct investment (FDI). According to the Board of Investment, FDI reached a new high in the first three months of 2026, 85% of which was drawn from S-curve industries, including data centres.

According to Asia Plus Securities, the SET remained resilient, falling only 0.3% as the Middle East war dragged on for nearly 10 weeks. The Thai bourse was supported by its 57% weighting in technology and commodities, which directly benefited from surging oil prices and positive earnings surprises from 46 companies.

Krungsri Securities and Asia Plus share the same view: the US-Iran conflict has showed signs of easing, sending Brent crude prices into a gradual decline, mirroring past energy crises such as the 1990 Gulf War and the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war.

"As the war recedes, capital is reallocating due to tightening global monetary policy, a weakening dollar, and a strengthening baht, supporting fund flows to the SET," Asia Plus said.

Mr Koraphat projected that the Thai index could reach 1,600 points later this year as US-Iran negotiations near a conclusion. Tehran has proposed a 14-point framework under which it would suspend its nuclear weapons programme for 12-15 years, while the US has proposed a phased sanctions relief plan alongside the restoration of normal maritime operations.

"The outlook is pending a formal US response, as Project Freedom has been temporarily suspended pending Tehran's reply within 48 hours," Krungsri Securities said, referring to a US operation to escort ships through the Strait of Hormuz.

Patrick Poulier, first executive vice-president and head of SCB Financial Markets, said the baht strengthened after reports of a proposed US-Iran memorandum of understanding to end the war caused the dollar to weaken, leading regional currencies, including the baht, to appreciate.

"Due to the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the war, the market could become volatile again," he said. "In the short term, as the conflict continues and the Strait of Hormuz remains closed, the Thai currency may weaken slightly. In the medium to long term, however, the baht is expected to strengthen."
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									Oil price dip unlikely to help Thai drivers								

								Oil fund shifts focus from subsidies to collecting petrol levies to replenish coffers
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																The latest dip in global crude prices has eased financial pressure on the Thai Oil Fuel Fund, shifting its role from subsidising diesel prices to collecting contributions from motorists, according to the Energy Policy Planning Office.
Retail diesel prices remained at 40.80 baht per litre on May 7, with a levy of 0.54 baht per litre. Without the levy, the price would be 40.26 baht.

A week earlier, on May 1, the fund spent 3.12 baht per litre to cap diesel prices at the same level.

Officials cautioned that lower global oil prices would not immediately translate into cheaper fuel for motorists, as the fund must continue collecting contributions to repay its heavy debt.

The fund, designed as a buffer against global price volatility, recorded a deficit of 63.5 billion baht on May 6 after extensive subsidies, mainly for diesel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

The debt ballooned after the government spent heavily to slow a surge in domestic fuel prices triggered by the Israel-US war on Iran.

An energy official who requested anonymity said hopes for a peace agreement between the US, Israel and Iran helped to push global crude prices lower.

Brent crude futures settled at $101.27 per barrel on Wednesday, down almost 8% to a two-week low, before rebounding slightly to $101.81 on Thursday.

"We haven't concluded whether the Oil Fuel Fund's debt will be steadily repaid because we haven't seen any real discussions among those responsible for high global oil prices," the official said.

He said that even if peace talks succeed, Thai motorists may still face higher prices until the accumulated debt is cleared.

The official warned against premature celebrations, as motorists have long benefited from subsidised fuel. When global prices fall, the fund must resume collecting levies to reduce its deficit.

Subsidies remain in place for gasohol E20 (20% ethanol blend) and diesel B20 (20% palm oil methyl ester blend), as authorities continue to promote biofuels.

The government also maintained a 5-baht discount on the ex-refinery diesel price to ease household and business expenses during the conflict.
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									AirAsia signs $19bn deal for 150 Airbus A220 jets								

								Canadian-made aircraft seats 110 to 130 passengers, larger versions also possible
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																MIRABEL, Quebec - The Malaysian budget carrier AirAsia has announced a firm order for 150 Airbus A220 jets manufactured in Canada, with 150 options to purchase a larger version of the jet if Airbus decides to produce it.
The announcement of the biggest aircraft deal in Canadian history, estimated to be worth $19 billion, was made on Wednesday at an event near Montreal.

The A220 would be "the perfect tool for our next phase of growth", AirAsia co-founder and CEO Tony Fernandes said.

In January, Reuters reported that Airbus would start offering a larger version of the plane, called an A220-500, to airlines  and leasing firms. AirAsia's option to [?]buy the larger plane does not involve the same level of commitment as its firm order of 150 A220s, which requires a deposit.

Fernandes said in an interview he believes Airbus will produce the larger version of the jet with 180 seats that would replace the A320 family, leaving the European planemaker to focus on its larger A321 jets.

The plane, designed originally by the Canadian planemaker Bombardier, typically seats 110 to 130 passengers.

"This plane was built to be stretched when Bombardier built it," said Fernandes, who added that AirAsia would be the launch customer for the A220-500.

Airbus, however, [?]is now trying to ramp up production of the existing A220 jets so it can break even on the money-losing programme it essentially took for free from Bombardier in 2018.

It has also faced pressure from the Brazilian-made Embraer E2, which won a campaign with Finnair in March, and outsold the Airbus A220 by three-to-one last year.

Airbus commercial aviation CEO Lars Wagner said the company intends to decide whether to make a larger version this  year and that reaction from airline customers is positive.

"It obviously helps if we have a customer like Tony who publicly said he's going to order another 150," Wagner said in an interview. "I see a lot of demand."

AirAsia is  also the launch customer of a new 160-seat cabin configuration of the A220.

The government of the province of Quebec has a minority stake in the A220 programme, which is produced at a site in Mirabel, north of Montreal, and at a separate assembly line in  Mobile, [?]Alabama. A220 planes for non-US customers are produced in Mirabel.

Back to normal by July?

Airbus's decision would come at a time when airlines are trimming flights and raising fears over shortages of jet fuel in Asia and Europe due to [?]conflict in the Middle East.

AirAsia recently cut the number of flights due to the spike in fuel prices since the US-Israeli war on Iran disrupted global oil markets.

Fernandes said he did not think Asia would run out of jet fuel and said he hoped AirAsia would return to its normal schedule in July.

For Airbus, [?]bringing a larger A220 jet to market is not a short-term decision.

"Once we do the decision we  need obviously a bit of time to certify it, and the demand is really coming at the beginning of the next decade," Wagner said. "So that's a window we need to hit."

If produced, the option for the additional 150 would replace AirAsia's existing A320 current engine option aircraft, Fernandes said.

"So we'll end up with a fleet of A220s which could go from 160 [?]seats to 185 and then we'll just focus on  the A321," he said.
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																People's Party deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun has criticised the government's 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing proposal, warning that it risks depleting the country's fiscal capacity.
Ms Sirikanya questioned the need for an emergency decree authorising the Ministry of Finance to borrow the funds during a debate in the House of Representatives on Thursday.

She noted that the draft decree contained only 11 sections and divided the 400-billion-baht borrowing plan into two parts.

The first 200 billion baht is earmarked for public relief measures. Of this, the government plans to allocate 120 billion baht to a new 60:40 "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme targeting 30 million people, while 52.8 billion would be used to top up state welfare cards. A total of 172.8 billion baht would be disbursed within the first four months.

The remaining 200 billion baht would be devoted to funding various initiatives to help Thailand move away from fossil fuels and towards more green energy. However, Ms Sirikanya said details were scarce, making the "emergency" nature of the proposal hard to justify.

She questioned the effectiveness of the co-payment scheme's targeting, noting that registration on a first-come, first-served basis may fail to reach those genuinely in need.

She also warned that if the Middle East war continued beyond four months, keeping energy costs elevated, the government could run out of funds for further relief measures.

Constitutional questions

Turning to the energy portion of the decree, she pointed to a lack of detailed project plans, saying the measure resembled blanket budget approval for later allocation by a committee. Such an approach, she argued, could be inconsistent with Section 172 of the Constitution.

The Democrat Party said on Wednesday that it intended to ask the Constitutional Court to rule on the validity of the emergency decree, and the People's Party is also considering a court challenge.

Ms Sirikanya proposed that the government separate the public relief measures into an emergency decree while submitting the energy transition plan through the normal legislative process as part of the 2027 fiscal budget bill.

She also called on the government to clarify its debt repayment plans to avoid creating a long-term fiscal burden similar to the previous administration's 1.5-trillion-baht off-budget borrowing programme.

She warned that if the decree were challenged before the Constitutional Court, the government should not use public relief measures as a justification or "hostage", since it had chosen to combine the two schemes under a single decree.

Prime Minister's Office Minister Paradorn Prissananantakul, responding on behalf of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, defended the borrowing plan.

He said the Middle East conflict had directly affected energy prices, commodity costs and household living expenses, while the government faced severe fiscal constraints.

He said emergency reserve funds in the 2026 budget stood at only around 20 billion baht, while a budget transfer bill would likely free up only another 20-30 billion, leaving the government with just 40 billion baht available -- insufficient to mitigate the economic impact.

He said the government needed to borrow 400 billion baht to prevent a sharp rise in living costs,

Under the first four-month phase, 13.2 million state welfare cardholders would receive 1,000 baht per month, while another 30 million people would receive support through the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, bringing the total number of beneficiaries to 43.2 million people.

Extended conflict

He said the approach was based on assessments by four key agencies -- the Bank of Thailand, the National Economic and Social Development Council, the Finance Ministry and the Budget Bureau -- which projected that the Mideast conflict could persist at a moderate level for an extended period.

Injecting money into the economy in the short term was necessary to maintain purchasing power, he said.

Mr Paradorn added that medium-term fiscal projections confirmed that Thailand's public debt level would remain below the 70% ceiling over the next three to four years.

On the 200-billion-baht allocation for clean energy transition, he said the measure was urgent as it aimed to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and lower electricity costs sustainably.

He explained that the projects could not be included in the fiscal 2027 budget as the Budget Bureau had already closed submissions on May 1, and few such proposals had been submitted due to time constraints.

For debt management, the government plans to borrow domestically at an estimated interest rate of 1.3% and allocate about 4% of the annual expenditure budget -- about 150 billion baht per year -- to repay both principal and interest through the normal fiscal system.

He insisted the emergency borrowing decree fully complies with Section 172 of the constitution and is intended to ensure urgent financial relief reaches the public in a timely manner.
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									Myanmar translator alleges torture by Chinese employers								

								Victim beaten with metal rods and golf clubs, scalded with hot water; activist pursues legal action
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Social activist Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet inspects the heavily bandaged torso of Tata, a translator from Myanmar, who alleged he was tortured for more than five hours by Chinese employers who accused him of encouraging construction workers to leave their Rayong job site. (Photo: Facebook of kancch`mphlang)]
											
																							
													Social activist Guntouch Pongpaiboonwet inspects the heavily bandaged torso of Tata, a translator from Myanmar, who alleged he was tortured for more than five hours by Chinese employers who accused him of encouraging construction workers to leave their Rayong job site. (Photo: Facebook of kancch`mphlang)												

																					

									

																A 27-year-old construction worker from Myanmar has accused his Chinese employers of subjecting him to more than five hours of torture in Rayong province, prompting calls for legal action.
The victim, identified only as Tata, sought help from social activist Guntouch "Gun Jompalang" Pongpaiboonwet, after escaping from his attackers with severe injuries across his body.

According to the victim, he worked as a translator for Chinese employers at a construction site in Chon Buri, earning 20,000 baht a month, although about 12,000 baht in wages remained unpaid.

Through an interpreter, Mr Tata said that on April 30, at about 3pm, he was picked up from the construction camp by people claiming they would take him to collect his salary. Instead, he was driven to a restaurant in Rayong and taken into a room where several people were waiting.

Five-hour ordeal

He said he was immediately attacked by a group of about eight people, including six Chinese nationals, one interpreter and two Thai-speaking men. A Chinese woman allegedly struck him first before the others joined in.

Mr Tata said he was repeatedly beaten with a metal rod and a golf club, forced to lie face down while being assaulted, and scalded with hot water.

He also claimed the attackers attempted to pour boiling water into his mouth, but he managed to deflect it with his hand, causing burns to his face instead.

The victim said the group accused him of encouraging migrant workers to quit the construction site. He denied the allegation, saying workers had been leaving because wages were paid late.

The construction site employed more than 200 workers, many of whom had reportedly resigned over payment problems, he said.

Mr Tata further alleged that the attackers tried to intimidate him by showing videos on a mobile phone depicting people having limbs cut off and being electrocuted, while asking whether he wanted to suffer the same fate.

The group also attempted to pull out his fingernails with pliers, but failed because his nails were too short, leaving wounds on several fingers, he added.

After enduring hours of abuse, Mr Tata said he escaped when his captors lowered their guard. Despite his injuries, he managed to run to a security post for help before walking more than 10 kilometres to get clear of the area, he said.

Mr Guntouch said he was shocked when he first saw the victim's condition, describing wounds and bruises covering his body, with fluid leaking from several injuries.

"He narrowly survived," said the activist, who has 10 million followers on Facebook.

He said Mr Tata had been taken to hospital for treatment and that provincial authorities had been contacted to assist with the case. He also plans to coordinate with Rayong police to file formal complaints against those responsible.

Mr Guntouch said he believed investigators would have little difficulty pursuing the case because both the alleged crime scene and the suspects could be clearly identified.

"Although he is from Myanmar, the incident happened in Thailand, and Thai people are taking care of him and offering help. I would ask Myanmar people to also look after Thais living in Myanmar," Mr Guntouch wrote on Facebook on Thursday.
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									Oil price dip unlikely to help Thai drivers								

								Oil fund shifts focus from subsidies to collecting petrol levies to replenish coffers
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																The latest dip in global crude prices has eased financial pressure on the Thai Oil Fuel Fund, shifting its role from subsidising diesel prices to collecting contributions from motorists, according to the Energy Policy Planning Office.
Retail diesel prices remained at 40.80 baht per litre on May 7, with a levy of 0.54 baht per litre. Without the levy, the price would be 40.26 baht.

A week earlier, on May 1, the fund spent 3.12 baht per litre to cap diesel prices at the same level.

Officials cautioned that lower global oil prices would not immediately translate into cheaper fuel for motorists, as the fund must continue collecting contributions to repay its heavy debt.

The fund, designed as a buffer against global price volatility, recorded a deficit of 63.5 billion baht on May 6 after extensive subsidies, mainly for diesel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

The debt ballooned after the government spent heavily to slow a surge in domestic fuel prices triggered by the Israel-US war on Iran.

An energy official who requested anonymity said hopes for a peace agreement between the US, Israel and Iran helped to push global crude prices lower.

Brent crude futures settled at $101.27 per barrel on Wednesday, down almost 8% to a two-week low, before rebounding slightly to $101.81 on Thursday.

"We haven't concluded whether the Oil Fuel Fund's debt will be steadily repaid because we haven't seen any real discussions among those responsible for high global oil prices," the official said.

He said that even if peace talks succeed, Thai motorists may still face higher prices until the accumulated debt is cleared.

The official warned against premature celebrations, as motorists have long benefited from subsidised fuel. When global prices fall, the fund must resume collecting levies to reduce its deficit.

Subsidies remain in place for gasohol E20 (20% ethanol blend) and diesel B20 (20% palm oil methyl ester blend), as authorities continue to promote biofuels.

The government also maintained a 5-baht discount on the ex-refinery diesel price to ease household and business expenses during the conflict.
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									Opposition sees fiscal risk in borrowing plan								

								People's Party deputy leader says B200bn energy transition proposal too vague
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Sirikanya Tansakun, deputy leader of the People's Party, questions the government over the 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing decree during a House session on Thursday. (Photo: People's Party)]
											
																							
													Sirikanya Tansakun, deputy leader of the People's Party, questions the government over the 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing decree during a House session on Thursday. (Photo: People's Party)												

																					

									

																People's Party deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun has criticised the government's 400-billion-baht emergency borrowing proposal, warning that it risks depleting the country's fiscal capacity.
Ms Sirikanya questioned the need for an emergency decree authorising the Ministry of Finance to borrow the funds during a debate in the House of Representatives on Thursday.

She noted that the draft decree contained only 11 sections and divided the 400-billion-baht borrowing plan into two parts.

The first 200 billion baht is earmarked for public relief measures. Of this, the government plans to allocate 120 billion baht to a new 60:40 "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme targeting 30 million people, while 52.8 billion would be used to top up state welfare cards. A total of 172.8 billion baht would be disbursed within the first four months.

The remaining 200 billion baht would be devoted to funding various initiatives to help Thailand move away from fossil fuels and towards more green energy. However, Ms Sirikanya said details were scarce, making the "emergency" nature of the proposal hard to justify.

She questioned the effectiveness of the co-payment scheme's targeting, noting that registration on a first-come, first-served basis may fail to reach those genuinely in need.

She also warned that if the Middle East war continued beyond four months, keeping energy costs elevated, the government could run out of funds for further relief measures.

Constitutional questions

Turning to the energy portion of the decree, she pointed to a lack of detailed project plans, saying the measure resembled blanket budget approval for later allocation by a committee. Such an approach, she argued, could be inconsistent with Section 172 of the Constitution.

The Democrat Party said on Wednesday that it intended to ask the Constitutional Court to rule on the validity of the emergency decree, and the People's Party is also considering a court challenge.

Ms Sirikanya proposed that the government separate the public relief measures into an emergency decree while submitting the energy transition plan through the normal legislative process as part of the 2027 fiscal budget bill.

She also called on the government to clarify its debt repayment plans to avoid creating a long-term fiscal burden similar to the previous administration's 1.5-trillion-baht off-budget borrowing programme.

She warned that if the decree were challenged before the Constitutional Court, the government should not use public relief measures as a justification or "hostage", since it had chosen to combine the two schemes under a single decree.

Prime Minister's Office Minister Paradorn Prissananantakul, responding on behalf of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, defended the borrowing plan.

He said the Middle East conflict had directly affected energy prices, commodity costs and household living expenses, while the government faced severe fiscal constraints.

He said emergency reserve funds in the 2026 budget stood at only around 20 billion baht, while a budget transfer bill would likely free up only another 20-30 billion, leaving the government with just 40 billion baht available -- insufficient to mitigate the economic impact.

He said the government needed to borrow 400 billion baht to prevent a sharp rise in living costs,

Under the first four-month phase, 13.2 million state welfare cardholders would receive 1,000 baht per month, while another 30 million people would receive support through the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment scheme, bringing the total number of beneficiaries to 43.2 million people.

Extended conflict

He said the approach was based on assessments by four key agencies -- the Bank of Thailand, the National Economic and Social Development Council, the Finance Ministry and the Budget Bureau -- which projected that the Mideast conflict could persist at a moderate level for an extended period.

Injecting money into the economy in the short term was necessary to maintain purchasing power, he said.

Mr Paradorn added that medium-term fiscal projections confirmed that Thailand's public debt level would remain below the 70% ceiling over the next three to four years.

On the 200-billion-baht allocation for clean energy transition, he said the measure was urgent as it aimed to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and lower electricity costs sustainably.

He explained that the projects could not be included in the fiscal 2027 budget as the Budget Bureau had already closed submissions on May 1, and few such proposals had been submitted due to time constraints.

For debt management, the government plans to borrow domestically at an estimated interest rate of 1.3% and allocate about 4% of the annual expenditure budget -- about 150 billion baht per year -- to repay both principal and interest through the normal fiscal system.

He insisted the emergency borrowing decree fully complies with Section 172 of the constitution and is intended to ensure urgent financial relief reaches the public in a timely manner.
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									Couple arrested for stealing reptiles from Pata mall zoo								

								Duo reportedly had been trading stolen exotic animals for drugs
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																A woman and a man have been arrested for stealing a Chinese crocodile lizard and a tiger salamander from Pata Zoo, a private zoo in a department store in Bang Phlat district of Bangkok.
Zoo management posted a notice on its Facebook page on Wednesday night about the suspects, aged between 23 and 25, who were caught on CCTV footage dated May 1, a public holiday for Labour Day.

They arrived at the zoo on the 6th and 7th floors of Pata Pinklao Department Store at 10.40am. Both had jackets tied around their and carried a blue backpack containing a baby squirrel monkey, which they left at the ticket counter, the zoo said.

About 20 minutes later, the woman was seen prying open a reptile enclosure with her bare hands while using the jacket to block visibility. The man accompanying her did the same with another enclosure.

They then took the reptiles, later identified as a Chinese crocodile lizard and a tiger salamander, and placed them into a backpack they had brought. Afterward, they walked away from the area, retrieved the monkey they had left at the counter and fled.

The zoo said that although there were many visitors on that day, the security camera was able to clearly capture the offenders. Management filed a police report at the Bang Yi Khan police station.

Media reports on Thursday said police arrested the suspects at their residence in Don Muang district, where many exotic animals were found, including the reptiles.

The couple admitted to the theft from Pata Zoo, said police, who are expanding their investigation into the origin of the other animals. It was also reported that the pair had been exchanging the animals for drugs. (Story continues below)

[image: A Chinese crocodile lizard (above) and a tiger salamander were reported stolen from the Pata Zoo on May 1. (Photos: Pata Zoo)]
A Chinese crocodile lizard (above) and a tiger salamander were reported stolen from the Pata Zoo on May 1. (Photos: Pata Zoo)
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The Chinese crocodile lizard is listed under Appendix I of CITES in China and is considered a highly endangered protected species. It is reportedly sold in the black market for around 20,000 to 40,000 baht per animal.

The tiger salamander is popular among exotic pet enthusiasts in Thailand and is sold for around 1,500 to 5,000 baht, depending on its markings, size and origin. 

Pata Zoo has operated since 1983 on the sixth and seventh floors of the department store. Animal rights activists have called for its closure, alleging inhumane treatment of animals, particularly Bua Noi, a gorilla that has been there for almost 40 years.

Pata Zoo executives have said Bua Noi has always been well looked after and that it spends 10,000 baht a month on her care. She is too old to adjust to the wild or any other way of life, they argue.

[image: An image from a police video shows the suspects in the Pata Zoo theft with some of the other exotic animals found in their home.]
An image from a police video shows the suspects in the Pata Zoo theft with some of the other exotic animals found in their home.
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									Young psychologists reflect Thai society under strain

									Mental health awareness is growing, but people still find talking about emotions difficult
								

									Once a niche subject, psychology has gained significant traction in Thailand over the past decade. Public conversation is shifting, with mental well-being receiving greater attention. More people are willing to talk about it, more open to acknowledging its importance, and increasingly aware of how neglecting it can affect society at large.
									This shift has also brought renewed attention to those working in the field -- psychologists.

Unlike psychiatrists, psychologists do not prescribe medication. Instead, they focus on talk therapy and behavioural interventions, playing a vital role in helping people confront one of the most complex dimensions of being human -- emotions.

Against this backdrop, the Bangkok Post spoke with two young clinical psychologists to ask: what does it mean to work through dialogue in a society only beginning to speak openly about mental health?

'Emotions are already difficult for Thai people'

Theerawan Deebanklong, a 29-year-old psychologist at a public hospital in Bangkok, pointed to a cultural pattern that has long shaped Thai society.

"Many patients come in unable to identify their emotions," she said. "They cry but cannot explain what they feel, particularly because emotions have been suppressed for so long."

With six years in the profession, Theerawan explained that Thai society has often taught people not to have negative emotions, reinforced by the use of the prefix "khi" in everyday Thai language. The word typically functions as a prefix to expand the meaning of a noun or verb with a negative connotation -- describing an overly habitual behaviour.

Examples include khi moho (short-tempered), khi ngud ngid (easily annoyed), khi kangwon (overly anxious) and khi klua (easily fearful).

"Because of this, people avoid emotions instead of understanding them," Theerawan said. "But in reality, is it possible not to have them?"

She added that people often speak in terms of thoughts rather than emotions: "'I feel like they shouldn't do that' instead of 'I'm angry' or 'I'm sad.'"

As attitudes begin to shift, she urged people to learn to understand emotions. In her words: "They do not harm anyone; they simply tell the holder what is happening, and then they pass." 

[image: ]
"Seeing patients improve -- being able to go back and live their lives -- that feels good," says clinical therapist Theerawan Deebanklong, 29.



Mental strain in today's Thailand  

Beyond cultural attitudes, social and economic realities are adding new layers of pressure. Rising economic stress leaves many struggling to manage their lives, Theerawan observed, while the fast-paced, competitive environment intensifies the strain.

"Productivity has become a relentless benchmark, while resting is seen as wasted time," she said. "Yet true productivity requires sleep."

Society tells people success must come by a certain age, with certain achievements such as owning a car, a house or a business. Theerawan questions who sets these definitions of success.

"People are unknowingly chasing someone else's finish line, which might not match what their lives really need. And society's expectations never end," she said.

Parenting styles, too, reflect this shift. Some parents overprotect, shielding children from failure, while others neglect. Both extremes can be harmful. "Children must learn that falling and rising again is valuable."

Urassaya Klomlerk, 24, now in her sixth month as a clinical therapist at a public hospital in Nonthaburi, echoed the concern. Since her internship at Thailand's Mental Health Hotline, she has frequently encountered cases of violence. "These include physical and emotional violence in families or in romantic relationships."

Easy access to media also plays a role, she added. Children raised on screens may face attention difficulties and future psychiatric issues, while adults exposed to constant news cycles struggle to manage stress. "Economic headlines, social crises -- these weigh heavily when media is always within reach," she explained.

Is the profession valued enough?

While awareness of mental health is increasing, the young therapists noted that the government system still does not prioritise the profession.

Is it worth the pay? "Not really," Urassaya replied. "There are few government positions for psychotherapists, even though many graduates pass the exams yearly."

To become a clinical psychologist requires at least a six-month internship followed by passing the examination for Licensed Practitioner of the Healing Arts.

Theerawan added that workload has also been a concern. "Previously, I worked at a protection centre where there was only one psychologist handling about 500 cases. And at my current hospital, the patient queue already extends into next month."

She emphasised that improving Thailand's mental health services requires long-term effort. "It may take at least a decade, as society has overlooked it for so long," she said, adding that psychological outcomes are difficult to measure, unlike physical ones, which makes progress less visible.

"But if more attention were given to mental health -- not just psychologists but the whole field -- the country could improve," said Theerawan, who once worked in the private sector.

"For example, drug abuse is rising. If we invest in mental health education from childhood, or educate parents, these problems could decrease, returning a quality population to society." 

Yet the system has struggled to keep pace. Thailand has roughly 1.5 psychologists per 100,000 people, a ratio that reflects a significant shortage, particularly outside major cities.

According to the Thai Health Report 2025, about 13.4 million Thais claimed to have experienced mental health problems. People aged 45-59 report the lowest happiness levels, while people aged 15-29 are more at risk of stress, anxiety, depression and suicidal tendencies due to academic pressure, fear of missing out, family violence and social expectations.

The vast majority still do not access formal care -- highlighting both stigma and limited service capacity.

"Stress can come from working with drug addiction cases," Urassaya recalled her interning period at the Princess Mother National Institute on Drug Abuse Treatment. "If you don't understand these patients, you can burn out easily because it's a repetitive cycle."

Part of it is also the law, she pointed out. In Thailand, if someone is caught using drugs, without other offences, they can choose between treatment and legal punishment.

"And many surely choose the treatment system, but they may not actually want to quit. My seniors there saw the same faces keep coming back."

However, from a psychologist's perspective, these patients are seen differently than by society, she said, and what the professionals do is to offer help but keep in mind that one session does not guarantee recovery.

[image: ]
"Even if patients have the same diagnosis, their stories are different. So being a therapist feels like endless learning -- every case brings new experiences," says 24-year-old clinical therapist Urassaya Klomlerk.



AI in therapy: a rising trend  

Both psychologists acknowledged that artificial intelligence (AI) is beginning to appear in their work.

Urassaya stressed that she does not fear AI replacing her job, but worries about its impact on patients' grasp of reality.

"It's a double-edged sword," she said. "On one hand, chatbots can help patients vent and become more aware of their emotions. But if they rely too heavily, they risk losing touch with reality -- forgetting that the chat isn't truly there."

She has already encountered patients who manage stress through AI conversations, but cautions that psychologists must remind them: "This tool cannot always be with you. You have to return to yourself and check that you are still grounded."

Theerawan added that cases involving AI are increasing, especially among university students. While using AI for consultation is "not entirely wrong", she warned of bias in AI conversations. "AI often sides with the user, praising or affirming them, which can backfire if the timing is off."

She sees potential for AI as a screening tool for mental health, but not as a substitute for therapy. "Most of the time, talks with AI are formed by users' prompts. When patients meet a psychologist, they may be asked questions they have never asked themselves before -- something AI cannot replicate."

Asked about safe limits, Urassaya said, "It becomes harmful when one feels they cannot make everyday decisions without AI, suggesting their self-esteem has dropped to zero."

Theerawan suggested that short-term use may be acceptable for mild stress, provided it does not exceed two weeks and does not involve suicidal or violent thoughts. But prolonged dependence can interfere with work and daily life, she said.

She mentioned a newly identified psychological phenomenon, "AI-less phobia", which is anxiety about living without AI and has only emerged in recent years, even amid fears of AI replacing human jobs.
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									B80-million Thai-language AI project launched

									Government-backed large language model venture to strengthen national AI system and skills
								

									The government is preparing to launch a new Thai large language model (LLM) project intended to secure artificial intelligence (AI) sovereignty and drive the country's digital economy.
									The 80-million-baht project is meant to build a foundational AI infrastructure in Thailand that deeply understands the Thai language, culture and context, said Patchara Anuntasilpa, the permanent secretary of the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (DES).

"Digital technology and AI are no longer merely support tools. They are becoming fundamental, a digital infrastructure for the future," he said on Wednesday.

The DES ministry has partnered with the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation to launch the ThaiLLM Foundation Model.

The development of ThaiLLM is regarded as an urgent economic necessity, Mr Patchara said. While Thai GDP growth has slowed to 1-2%, the digital economy has recorded steady growth of 3-4%, helping to drive the economy.

"Our goal is to build the national AI infrastructure for the country," he said.

To rapidly accelerate AI skills in the workforce, the ministry is preparing to distribute 5 million premium AI service rights, including global platforms and ThaiLLM, to various sectors within a year.

He said the real-world usage data generated from this massive rollout will be fed back into ThaiLLM to perfect the model.

"Having a national model significantly reduces costs for government agencies and businesses, including startups, to build self-hosted applications as developers will not be burdened by token fees, allowing rapid, cost-effective scaling," said Tiranee Achalakul, president of the Big Data Institute.

Rather than competing with global tech giants via billion-dollar investments, ThaiLLM focuses on local context, performing when queried about Thai laws, culture, and specific localised knowledge.

The project has established a National Data Bank, gathering data not only from web scraping, for which the Thai language accounts for less than 0.05% of the global internet, but also from significant contributions from government bodies such as the National Research Council of Thailand, the Office of the Council of State and the National Library.

ThaiLLM developed 8B and 30B foundation models under an open-licence and open-weight approach, enabling developers to download and build specialised, fine-tuned models.

The models are trained using public datasets and data contributed through collaborations across both public and private sectors, including legal, research, and news-related information within the Thai context.

The project is a cross-sector collaboration funded by the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund, with a budget of 80 million baht in fiscal 2024.

Nearly 8,000 developers are testing and using the platform's application programming interfaces and chat sandboxes.

Real-world applications are already live, including a medical screening chatbot to give preliminary health advice and a tourism bot.

"This is state infrastructure preparing to be passed on for people to build upon for free," said Ms Tiranee. "Ultimately, it should be able to advance faster because we have our own foundation."

By using the LANTA supercomputer at the National Science and Technology Development Agency for local processing, Thailand can significantly reduce cloud costs while ensuring sensitive national data remains securely within the country, said Punpermsak Aruni, deputy permanent secretary of the higher education ministry.

The ministry is also mobilising AI researchers and specialists from 150 universities and six research institutions nationwide to refine datasets and strengthen the model's understanding of complex Thai contexts, including government systems and legal frameworks.

It is also accelerating AI workforce development through new curricula and training programmes to prepare talent for the growing AI infrastructure.
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									Hoteliers call for subsidies as Pattaya demand weakens sharply								
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																Pattaya and Chon Buri tourism operators are suffering from the government's work-from-home policies during the low season, expecting only 30-40% occupancy rates this month while they compete for markets with high potential such as Chinese and Indian tourists by offering discounts.
The mayor of Pattaya City, the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation (ACTF) and the Thai Hotels Association's (THA) eastern chapter held a meeting with Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul last week.

They urged the government to offer an airfare subsidy in the "Thai Teaw Thai Plus" programme, similar to the pandemic period, as high travel and energy prices are a major obstacle for domestic tourists.

ACTF president Thanet Supornsahasrungsi said hotels in Pattaya typically record a 60-70% average occupancy rate in the low season, supported by short-haul tourists and local meeting groups.

However, they could register only 30-40% occupancy this month as many public organisations postponed their trips indefinitely due to the work-from-home policies.

Many private companies that booked meetings at hotels earlier also cancelled their plans to save costs, forcing hotels to struggle to adjust their operational costs, as they can now only target foreign tourists in the leisure segment, particularly those from China and India.

He said the THA proposed that the government assign the same work-from-home days to all organisations. It would encourage more officers to work remotely at tourism destinations if choosing the day before or after the weekend, enabling them to extend their trips.

Watcharapong Khunpluem, president of the THA's eastern chapter, said the government should also allow public and provincial organisations in each province to hold meetings within their cities or within a specified distance, since they have already planned their annual meeting budget.

He said hotel bookings in Bang Saen fell by 50% this month as the school break will end soon, and there are insufficient meeting groups to fill the vacancies.

Mr Thanet said the ACTF also asked the minister to offer an airfare subsidy for domestic flights, not only for hotel rooms, as high travel costs from a surge in fuel prices are a major hurdle for tourists.

During the pandemic, 40% of domestic airfares were subsidised via this scheme.

The government should also allocate some budget to help maintain international flights that connect short-haul markets with high potential, including China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, Malaysia and South Korea.

"Now we must prioritise domestic and short-haul markets, as long-haul tourists have significantly slowed due to the low season, flight disruptions and expensive airfares," said Mr Thanet.
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																Previous Land Bridge studies will be considered along with the evolving global context as Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas says the committee tasked with studying approaches to advancing the development project aims to reach a decision within 90 days.
Mr Ekniti said past studies will serve as a guideline, with the new study considering all dimensions.

This new committee was needed, despite three prior studies, because they were conducted several years ago and the global economic landscape has changed, he noted.

The project must be assessed in the current global context, considering the Middle East war and disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, said Mr Ekniti.

The committee will review the project's feasibility and examine its environmental, social and community impacts in the project areas, he said.

"This is a major national project that must be carefully reviewed and conducted with transparency," Mr Ekniti said.

The Land Bridge is a long-discussed proposal to link the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea via a transport corridor across the southern peninsula, with deep-sea ports in Chumphon and Ranong connected by road and rail. The investment cost is estimated at 1 trillion baht.

Earlier this month, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul appointed Mr Ekniti to lead a government committee tasked with studying the proposed Land Bridge project for 90 days.

Mr Anutin said the review should consider shifting geopolitical dynamics and align with Thailand's infrastructure strategy, as previous project studies were conducted amid a different global context.

In a separate development, Mr Ekniti addressed the cabinet's resolution regarding the issuance of an emergency decree authorising the Finance Ministry to borrow up to 400 billion baht, responding to opposition claims that it constituted a "blank cheque".

He said while the decree grants borrowing authority, project funding details would be specified later.

A screening committee chaired by the finance permanent secretary will be responsible for selecting projects eligible for loans, said Mr Ekniti.

Use of the emergency loan must be transparent, with proposed projects published on a website to allow public scrutiny, he said.

The reason for issuing an emergency decree is Thailand's economy is facing a global energy crisis, with no clear indication of when it will end, noted Mr Ekniti.

Relying on the normal fiscal 2026 budget, which is expected to involve a budget transfer act allowing reallocations of no more than 50 billion baht to fund public assistance and the country's transition programmes, would be insufficient to address the current challenges, he said.

Meanwhile, the 2027 budget does not come into effect until October, which is too slow to provide timely relief to affected people and businesses, said Mr Ekniti.

He shrugged off Democrat Party deputy leader Korn Chatikavanij petitioning the Constitutional Court to rule the decree unconstitutional under Section 172.

Mr Ekniti noted in the past, he had justified a similar emergency borrowing decree issued under a Democrat-led government.

In 2009, the Abhisit Vejjajiva administration issued an emergency decree authorising 400 billion baht in borrowing to restore and strengthen economic stability following the global financial crisis that wrecked Thailand's economy, despite various stimulus measures introduced by the government proving insufficient.
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																The Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta) is concerned about economic and social risks if the government introduces a 1,000-baht departure tax for local travellers, as the policy could trigger even higher airfares and hamper middle-class travellers, students and Mice (meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions) segments.
After the Thai Travel Agents Association expressed its disagreement with the proposal last week, Atta clarified its opposition to the levy on Wednesday.

Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of Atta, said there were 32.9 million foreign arrivals last year, almost three times the outbound market of 11-12 million people.

He said disrupting outbound flows with a 1,000-baht fee is expected to reduce reciprocal tourism.

Many countries promote two-way tourism to maintain traffic, especially during the Middle East conflict, as they cannot rely on one-way air traffic flow due to limited travel demand.

"A strong outbound market strengthens Thailand's position and creates opportunities for bilateral agreements, such as visa-free schemes or trade agreements, all of which benefit the country's image and economy," Mr Adith said.

In contrast, a departure tax would contradict the strategy of building bargaining power on the world stage, as well as create risks for various groups, he noted.

The aviation industry relies on load factors for both outbound and inbound flights. If fewer Thais travel, airlines have to bear the cost of empty seats on outbound flights, forcing them to raise inbound ticket prices to compensate.

From a diplomatic stance, when the government attempts to negotiate for visa-free entry for Thais, this levy would create a negative international perception and might lead to retaliatory tariffs or stricter visa measures from trading partners, Mr Adith said.

In terms of business, he said implementing this tax would not only affect tourists, but also increase costs for small businesses, startups and investors who need to travel overseas for study trips, trade negotiations or to participate in Mice events, blocking opportunities for Thai businesses to expand their markets.

This levy could entrench social inequality, as a 1,000-baht tax would be a major barrier for students and low-income earners, obstructing their chance at self-development through travel, Mr Adith said.

"To promote sustainable tourism, the government must look beyond simply extracting short-term revenue from local pockets, instead viewing Thais travelling abroad as diplomatic ambassadors and bargaining assets for the country," he said.
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																Authorities are considering lifting a temporary ban on the export of refined oil, citing secure reserves and a growing surplus in storage facilities, according to Sarawut Kaewtathip, director-general of the Department of Energy Business (DOEB).
Six domestic oil refineries are operating with storage facilities filled to nearly half their capacity.

Mr Sarawut warned if the ban remains in place, excess stock could lead to mounting storage costs.

The DOEB is expected to initially allow the export of jet fuel. Although global demand for aviation fuel has slowed due to weaker tourism, many countries still face shortages because of limited refining capacity.

Thailand's oil consumption has been highly volatile since the war in Iran began, he said.

Uncertainty surrounding the conflict has caused dramatic swings in global oil prices, with reports of ceasefires followed by renewed violence and disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz.

Immediately following the onset of the conflict, domestic oil consumption surged, raising concerns about the adequacy of Thailand's reserves. However, consumption quickly dropped when prices spiked, only to rebound again.

This instability prompted the DOEB to proceed cautiously, ensuring the Middle East conflict stabilises before it fully lifts the ban.

The export ban was introduced on March 6 by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, following public fears of fuel shortages. The order temporarily halted exports of gasoline, gasohol, diesel, jet A-1 aviation fuel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

Exceptions were made for Laos and Myanmar, reflecting Thailand's energy interdependence with its neighbours, particularly its reliance on Lao hydropower.

As of May 5, Thailand's reserves were sufficient to cover 104 days of consumption, including 25 days of legally mandated reserves, 23 days of commercial reserves, 39 days of oil in transit, and 17 days of confirmed purchases from traders, according to the Energy Ministry.

From May 1-3, the country produced 74.1 million litres of diesel daily while selling 55.6 million litres domestically per day.

Despite the surplus, financial pressures remain. The state Oil Fuel Fund, which subsidises oil and LPG prices, reported a deficit of 63.5 billion baht as of May 5. Daily diesel subsidies alone amounted to 78.1 million baht.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has acknowledged persistent flaws in the justice system, saying billions of baht paid to compensate innocent people should be seen as "a shame" rather than an achievement.
He made the remarks on Wednesday while presiding over the opening of a national event titled "24 Years of Fast, Inclusive and Fair Assistance to Innocent Victims -- Delayed Justice Is Injustice".

Mr Anutin, also the interior minister, said any country seeking stability and unity must be grounded in justice and the rule of law, with effective safeguards to protect people who become victims within legal proceedings, particularly those who are innocent.

He said some individuals wrongly entangled in criminal cases suffer violations of their rights, harm, reputational damage, loss of liberty and even loss of life, stressing that such cases must not be overlooked.

"The government must play a key role in protecting the rights of innocent people and addressing shortcomings in the justice system," he said.

Since the enactment of the Compensation for Victims and Defendants in Criminal Cases Act in 2001, more than 145,000 people have received assistance totalling over 8 billion baht.

More than 1,000 foreign nationals have also been compensated, receiving around 47 million baht.

Mr Anutin said the figures reflect a systemic problem, with innocent people forced to fight cases and endure hardship despite not committing any wrongdoing.

"This is not an achievement but a source of shame," he said, adding the situation raises fundamental questions about how justice is delivered.

Recalling his time studying in the United States, he cited a pledge emphasising "justice for all", saying the principle must apply equally to everyone regardless of status.

He reaffirmed the government's commitment to protecting innocent citizens and improving assistance mechanisms, stressing the need to uphold the rule of law to prevent further miscarriages of justice.

Those who fail to deliver justice, he added, should face strict punishment.

Mr Anutin also linked judicial reform to Thailand's bid to join the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), saying stronger legal standards would help bolster public confidence and enhance the country's international credibility.

"The government is committed to improving the system to ensure timely, fair and inclusive justice in line with international standards," Mr Anutin said.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3250988/anutin-warns-of-systemic-justice-flaws



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      News

      
        
          	
            Top Stories
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

      Business

      
        Stimulus scheme to open registration on May 25
        The Ministry of Finance is scheduled to open registration for the "Thai Chuay Thai Plus" (Thais Help Thais Plus) scheme and the state welfare card programme on May 25.

      

      
        Thai markets weathering Middle East turmoil
        Moody's upbeat assessment of the Thai economy reflects the strength of the financial sector and the country's international reserves, while the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has remained resilient during the war in the Middle East, analysts say.

      

      
        AirAsia signs $19bn deal for 150 Airbus A220 jets
        MIRABEL, Quebec - The Malaysian &zwnj;budget carrier AirAsia has announced a firm order for 150 Airbus A220 jets manufactured in Canada, with 150 options to purchase a larger version of the jet if Airbus decides to produce it.

      

      
        Hong Kong draws over 1 million mainland 'golden week' visitors but spending lags
        Hong Kong welcomed more than 1 million mainland Chinese visitors during their five-day Labour Day "golden week" holiday, a 10% rise from a year ago, exceeding government expectations, but industry leaders have said their spending was inconsistent.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand revises growth forecast upward
        The Bank of Thailand now sees the economy growing by 2.1% this year --- an improvement from a previous forecast of just 1.5% --- partly due to the government's decision to borrow 400 billion baht, according to governor Vitai Ratanakorn.

      

      
        Tokyo leads Asia stock surge on Mideast peace hopes
        HONG KONG - The Nikkei index in Tokyo soared on Thursday to lead another strong rally across Asia stocks, fuelled by growing optimism the Iran war is close to ending and the revival of demand for all things AI.

      

      
        Reframing oil pricing strategy, signals balance across value chain
        Recent government measures, including an increase in the mandated reduction of refining margins to 5 baht per litre from 2 baht, have intensified the challenge of balancing refinery gate pricing pressures with consumer protection. This underscores the growing tension in maintaining equilibrium across the market. In response, there is a continued push toward greater transparency in the energy...

      

      
        AIS launches 5G-Advanced commercially
        Advanced Info Service (AIS) has officially launched its 5G-Advanced network as Southeast Asia's first next-level 5G network standard, available in key areas across Bangkok and other areas nationwide.

      

      
        Hoteliers call for subsidies as Pattaya demand weakens sharply
        Pattaya and Chon Buri tourism operators are suffering from the government's work-from-home policies during the low season, expecting only 30-40% occupancy rates this month while they compete for markets with high potential such as Chinese and Indian tourists by offering discounts.

      

      
        Trade officials meet in bid to finalise US-Thai agreement
        The commerce minister has held talks with the Office of the US Trade Representative (USTR) in a bid to conclude negotiations on a reciprocal trade agreement to ease tariff pressures.

      

      
        
          	
            News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinion
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Stimulus scheme to open registration on May 25								

								Programmes will be implemented in two phases, with each covering two months
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																The Ministry of Finance is scheduled to open registration for the "Thai Chuay Thai Plus" (Thais Help Thais Plus) scheme and the state welfare card programme on May 25.
Speaking after the opening ceremony of the Money Expo on Thursday, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said people who successfully register and qualify for the government schemes can begin using their benefits from June 1.

Under the programme, people who do not hold state welfare cards receive 1,000 baht per month in their e-wallets for four months.

The government subsidises 60% of spending, with 40% paid by participants. Roughly 30 million people are expected to qualify under this category, he said.

State welfare cardholders total 13.2 million people, and they receive an additional 700 baht in their e-wallets on top of the existing 300-baht benefit, providing 1,000 baht per month for four months.

The funds can be spent at participating stores under Thai Chuay Thai Plus and at Blue Flag shops operated by the Ministry of Commerce. Around 1.5 million shops previously joined similar government subsidy programmes.

Mr Ekniti said the programmes will be implemented in two phases, with each phase covering two months.

During the first phase, the government reviews the eligibility of state welfare cardholders. Those who no longer meet the criteria, such as individuals earning more than 100,000 baht per year, lose welfare benefits but will qualify for the co-pay scheme, he said.

Thai Chuay Thai Plus will be enhanced through the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technology to help merchants analyse their balance sheets, income, expenses and best-selling products, said Mr Ekniti.

This database will help vendors and small business owners when they apply for loans from state-owned financial institutions, he noted.

Thailand must make use of AI to help create wealth for Thais and strengthen the nation's position as a foreign investment hub, as the country's neutrality and stability make it a safe destination for investors, according to the minister.

TikTok recently received investment promotion approval for an outlay of 900 billion baht in Thailand, bolstering investment in data centres, he noted.
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									Thai markets weathering Middle East turmoil								

								Local analysts look at factors behind upbeat assessment by Moody's
							

																Moody's upbeat assessment of the Thai economy reflects the strength of the financial sector and the country's international reserves, while the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has remained resilient during the war in the Middle East, analysts say.
In its latest report, Moody's Ratings identified Thailand, Malaysia, India, Indonesia and Mexico as five emerging economies best positioned to withstand global shocks.

Highlighting stronger policy frameworks and improved resilience over the past five years, the credit rating agency noted that these economies avoided sharp spikes in risk premiums and maintained market access despite the Covid-19 crisis, global interest rate tightening, banking sector stress, and trade tensions.

"Moody's assessment reflects the high liquidity of Thailand's financial market, with the capacity of Thai banks having improved since the pandemic to withstand external shocks," said Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities.

The country's economic resilience is also supported by solid international reserves, although fiscal measures are critically needed in the short term to stimulate domestic consumption and investment, Mr Koraphat added.

He views Thailand as well positioned to attract foreign direct investment (FDI). According to the Board of Investment, FDI reached a new high in the first three months of 2026, 85% of which was drawn from S-curve industries, including data centres.

According to Asia Plus Securities, the SET remained resilient, falling only 0.3% as the Middle East war dragged on for nearly 10 weeks. The Thai bourse was supported by its 57% weighting in technology and commodities, which directly benefited from surging oil prices and positive earnings surprises from 46 companies.

Krungsri Securities and Asia Plus share the same view: the US-Iran conflict has showed signs of easing, sending Brent crude prices into a gradual decline, mirroring past energy crises such as the 1990 Gulf War and the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war.

"As the war recedes, capital is reallocating due to tightening global monetary policy, a weakening dollar, and a strengthening baht, supporting fund flows to the SET," Asia Plus said.

Mr Koraphat projected that the Thai index could reach 1,600 points later this year as US-Iran negotiations near a conclusion. Tehran has proposed a 14-point framework under which it would suspend its nuclear weapons programme for 12-15 years, while the US has proposed a phased sanctions relief plan alongside the restoration of normal maritime operations.

"The outlook is pending a formal US response, as Project Freedom has been temporarily suspended pending Tehran's reply within 48 hours," Krungsri Securities said, referring to a US operation to escort ships through the Strait of Hormuz.

Patrick Poulier, first executive vice-president and head of SCB Financial Markets, said the baht strengthened after reports of a proposed US-Iran memorandum of understanding to end the war caused the dollar to weaken, leading regional currencies, including the baht, to appreciate.

"Due to the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the war, the market could become volatile again," he said. "In the short term, as the conflict continues and the Strait of Hormuz remains closed, the Thai currency may weaken slightly. In the medium to long term, however, the baht is expected to strengthen."
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									AirAsia signs $19bn deal for 150 Airbus A220 jets								

								Canadian-made aircraft seats 110 to 130 passengers, larger versions also possible
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																MIRABEL, Quebec - The Malaysian budget carrier AirAsia has announced a firm order for 150 Airbus A220 jets manufactured in Canada, with 150 options to purchase a larger version of the jet if Airbus decides to produce it.
The announcement of the biggest aircraft deal in Canadian history, estimated to be worth $19 billion, was made on Wednesday at an event near Montreal.

The A220 would be "the perfect tool for our next phase of growth", AirAsia co-founder and CEO Tony Fernandes said.

In January, Reuters reported that Airbus would start offering a larger version of the plane, called an A220-500, to airlines  and leasing firms. AirAsia's option to [?]buy the larger plane does not involve the same level of commitment as its firm order of 150 A220s, which requires a deposit.

Fernandes said in an interview he believes Airbus will produce the larger version of the jet with 180 seats that would replace the A320 family, leaving the European planemaker to focus on its larger A321 jets.

The plane, designed originally by the Canadian planemaker Bombardier, typically seats 110 to 130 passengers.

"This plane was built to be stretched when Bombardier built it," said Fernandes, who added that AirAsia would be the launch customer for the A220-500.

Airbus, however, [?]is now trying to ramp up production of the existing A220 jets so it can break even on the money-losing programme it essentially took for free from Bombardier in 2018.

It has also faced pressure from the Brazilian-made Embraer E2, which won a campaign with Finnair in March, and outsold the Airbus A220 by three-to-one last year.

Airbus commercial aviation CEO Lars Wagner said the company intends to decide whether to make a larger version this  year and that reaction from airline customers is positive.

"It obviously helps if we have a customer like Tony who publicly said he's going to order another 150," Wagner said in an interview. "I see a lot of demand."

AirAsia is  also the launch customer of a new 160-seat cabin configuration of the A220.

The government of the province of Quebec has a minority stake in the A220 programme, which is produced at a site in Mirabel, north of Montreal, and at a separate assembly line in  Mobile, [?]Alabama. A220 planes for non-US customers are produced in Mirabel.

Back to normal by July?

Airbus's decision would come at a time when airlines are trimming flights and raising fears over shortages of jet fuel in Asia and Europe due to [?]conflict in the Middle East.

AirAsia recently cut the number of flights due to the spike in fuel prices since the US-Israeli war on Iran disrupted global oil markets.

Fernandes said he did not think Asia would run out of jet fuel and said he hoped AirAsia would return to its normal schedule in July.

For Airbus, [?]bringing a larger A220 jet to market is not a short-term decision.

"Once we do the decision we  need obviously a bit of time to certify it, and the demand is really coming at the beginning of the next decade," Wagner said. "So that's a window we need to hit."

If produced, the option for the additional 150 would replace AirAsia's existing A320 current engine option aircraft, Fernandes said.

"So we'll end up with a fleet of A220s which could go from 160 [?]seats to 185 and then we'll just focus on  the A321," he said.
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																Hong Kong welcomed more than 1 million mainland Chinese visitors during their five-day Labour Day "golden week" holiday, a 10% rise from a year ago, exceeding government expectations, but industry leaders have said their spending was inconsistent.
Immigration Department data showed the city recorded 1.01 million mainland visitor arrivals between May 1 and 5, surpassing the forecast of 980,000.

Chief Secretary Eric Chan Kwok-ki said on Wednesday some shopping centre operators had reported year-on-year double-digit increases, while the catering sector noted that business in tourist areas rose by about 20% compared with the same period last year.

He also mentioned that authorities issued advisories and warnings along Sections 1 and 2 of the MacLehose Trail and at designated campsites nearby in Sai Kung, resulting in 19 enforcement cases against offences such as littering and illegal camping outside designated campsites.

The overall hotel occupancy rate reached 90%, slightly higher than last year, while hotel room rates were up by 10% compared with previous long holidays, he said.

Annie Tse Yau On-yee, chairwoman of the Hong Kong Retail Management Association, said on Wednesday that tourist consumption only benefited certain industries in traditional tourism districts, such as Tsim Sha Tsui, Mong Kok and Causeway Bay.

While some sectors, including luxury retail, reported double-digit sales growth, restaurant operators said high-end dining had not benefited as much from the increase in foot traffic.

Other industries, including jewellery, cosmetics and personal wellness, also saw huge increases, Tse said.

"We saw more long-distance and overnight travellers this time, and they spent more than 'in-depth' visitors," she said, referring to tourists who prefer experiences over the usual shopping.

She added that the war in the Middle East pushed the airfares, which had prompted more mainland visitors to choose Hong Kong as their destination.

Immigration data also showed the total number of visitor arrivals, including overseas travellers, reached 1.43 million during the holiday period, nearly 30% higher than a year earlier.

Hong Kongers, meanwhile, made 1.51 million trips out of the city, about 10% less than last year's 1.68 million.

K11 Musea said tourist spending at the Tsim Sha Tsui shopping centre rose 1.25 times year-on-year during the first four days of the mainland's Labour Day holiday, with sales at international luxury brands nearly doubling and watches and jewellery sales increasing by almost 90%.

The shopping centre operator also said its largest single transaction during the period was close to HK$2 million (8 million baht).

Economist Simon Lee Siu-po said the mismatch between visitor growth and weaker spending had become "structural" because of the mainland's broader economic slowdown.

"The government often just uses the number of visitors in its measurement, though spending per visitor is available, but it is often not used as one of the important [key performance indicators]," he said.

Lee cited official figures showing overnight mainland visitors spent an average of HK$4,958 per person in 2024, lower than the overall overnight visitor average of HK$5,490 and down from HK$6,495 in 2023.

He also said the benefits of tourism were becoming increasingly uneven, with "top retailers" and businesses in certain districts benefiting more than other sectors.

"Only when we use ... multiple measurements, including number of visitors, spending, [against] number of international visitors, et cetera, can we address it better," he said.

Lee added that Hong Kong should place greater emphasis on attracting higher-spending international travellers rather than focusing discussions almost entirely on mainland visitors.

The higher-than-expected influx came after officials stepped up preparations ahead of the holiday period, including crowd-control measures at border checkpoints, increased transport capacity and enhanced enforcement against illegal tourism practices.
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									Bank of Thailand revises growth forecast upward								

								Governor says borrowing B400 billion will help economy but inflation will rise
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																The Bank of Thailand now sees the economy growing by 2.1% this year -- an improvement from a previous forecast of just 1.5% -- partly due to the government's decision to borrow 400 billion baht, according to governor Vitai Ratanakorn.
Gross domestic product expansion is expected to rise [?]to 2.6% next year, Mr Vitai said on Thursday.

The cabinet this week approved an emergency decree to borrow 400 billion baht to fund a consumption stimulus programme and green energy initiatives.

Mr Vitai said the central bank's previous GDP forecast was based on 300 billion baht of borrowing.

The opposition Democrat Party is seeking a Constitutional Court ruling on the claimed necessity of the borrowing decree, but the government has expressed confidence in its strategy.

Inflation will be higher in the third quarter as  a result of stimulus and subsidies to help vulnerable groups affected by high energy costs, Mr Vitai said.

The new "Thai Help Thai Plus" programme is expected to begin in June, with each eligible participant receiving 1,000 baht per month for four months, totalling 4,000 baht.

Thai headline inflation  rose [?]2.9% in April, the highest in more than three years [?]as a result of higher energy costs, according to the Ministry of Commerce.

For the full year, the [?]ministry forecasts inflation in the  range of 1.5% to 2.5% this year, inside the central bank's target range of 1% to 3%.
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									Tokyo leads Asia stock surge on Mideast peace hopes								

								Oil remains subdued as Trump indicates agreement could be near
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																HONG KONG - The Nikkei index in Tokyo soared on Thursday to lead another strong rally across Asia stocks, fuelled by growing optimism the Iran war is close to ending and the revival of demand for all things AI.
Oil prices also remained subdued after steep losses, reflecting hopes that Washington and Tehran will conclude the conflict and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, which has been effectively closed since the start of March, choking off a fifth of the world's crude.

Risk sentiment got a huge boost on Wednesday when President Donald Trump said an agreement was near, a day after he paused efforts to help stranded ships through Hormuz, which drew Iranian attacks and threatened their fragile ceasefire.

If "Iran agrees to give what has been agreed to" the war would be over, the US president said. But if not, the bombing would resume "at a much higher level and intensity".

He later told reporters: "We've had very good talks over the last 24 hours, and it's very possible that we'll make a deal."

The US news outlet Axios cited two US officials as saying both sides were close to agreement on a one-page memorandum of understanding to end the war, open the strait and set a framework for more detailed nuclear talks.

Iran has yet to respond to the US offer, with foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei telling local media it was "still under review".

Parliament speaker, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, who has taken the lead in negotiations, warned Washington trying to "force us to surrender".

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, a key figure in initial talks in Islamabad last month, said he was "very hopeful".

Oil prices were flat on Thursday, having fallen around 10% over the previous two days.

Investors, who have largely remained optimistic that a deal can be reached, tracked another record day on Wall Street and pushed Asian markets higher.

The gains have also been helped by a fresh wave of cash back into the tech sector as traders snap up all things AI, helped by standout earnings from US giants including Microsoft, Apple and Alphabet.

Tokyo's Nikkei soared more than five percent as investors there returned from a long holiday, with tech investment titan SoftBank rocketing more than 15% while chip-linked firms Tokyo Electron and Advantest also ratcheted up big gains.

Seoul extended Wednesday's surge that took it past 7,000 points for the first time, with Samsung also up following its meteoric rise to pass the $1 trillion market capitalisation mark.

Hong Kong, Shanghai, Sydney, Singapore, Taipei, Wellington, Manila and Jakarta also clocked up big gains. The Stock Exchange of Thailand was trading around 1,520 points, up 4 points from the day before, as the morning session began.

The prospect of cheaper oil prices tempered worries about inflation, which also helped gold rally more than three percent on Wednesday.

""Taders aggressively embraced the idea that the Iran war may finally be shifting from missile trajectories to negotiation tables, while the AI frenzy simultaneously poured jet fuel onto the risk rally," said Stephen Innes of SPI Asset Management.

"The result was one of those rare sessions where nearly every macro domino fell in perfect sequence. Oil collapsed, bonds rallied, the dollar sank, gold exploded higher" and stocks surged.

Investors in Tokyo were also closely watching the yen after speculation of intervention by the Japanese government to prop up the beleaguered currency.

The unit, which has been hit by surging oil prices and a rush to the safe-haven dollar, hit a 10-month high against the greenback Wednesday, in the latest of a series of spikes in recent days that have fuelled rumours that officials have provided support.

The government spent 38 billion buying yen in the market last Thursday, local media reported, quoting Bank of Japan data.

Atsushi Mimura, Japan's top currency official, on Thursday declined to comment, local media reported.

Key figures as of 0230 GMT


	Tokyo - Nikkei 225: UP 5.7% at 62,915.87 (break)

	Hong Kong - Hang Seng Index: UP 1.5% at 26,598.50

	Shanghai - Composite: UP 0.2% at 4,167.62

	West Texas Intermediate: FLAT at $95.08 a barrel

	Brent North Sea Crude: UP 0.1% at $101.32 a barrel

	Dollar/yen: DOWN at 156.23 yen from 156.39 yen on Wednesday

	Euro/dollar: UP at $1.1756 from $1.1752

	Pound/dollar: UP at $1.3600 from $1.3594

	Euro/pound: DOWN at 86.42 pence from 86.45 pence.
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								Call for a balanced policy approach across the energy value chain
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																Recent government measures, including an increase in the mandated reduction of refining margins to 5 baht per litre from 2 baht, have intensified the challenge of balancing refinery gate pricing pressures with consumer protection. This underscores the growing tension in maintaining equilibrium across the market. In response, there is a continued push toward greater transparency in the energy sector, providing clearer visibility into its operational flows and investment framework.
From an investment perspective, the company emphasises that oil refining is a highly capital-intensive business, requiring investments exceeding trillions of baht to support construction, maintenance, operational efficiency, product quality improvements, safety and environmental protection.

The petroleum value chain spans refining, storage and retail, with each segment characterised by distinct levels of investment, risk and return. Compared with refining, downstream businesses, including storage and service stations, typically carry lower capital expenditure burdens and different investment structures.

[image: ]

Refining margins remain a key differentiator across the sector. Despite substantial capital outlay, returns per unit are relatively modest and not always aligned with the scale of investment. While typical refining margins are often below 1 baht per litre, recent policy measures such as the mandated 5 baht per litre reduction reflect broader pricing interventions that extend beyond pure refining economics and effectively increase the burden on refiners.

Conversely, the risk profiles of storage and retail businesses differ. In certain periods, these segments may generate relatively higher marketing margins and returns. This underscores the need to assess oil pricing structures holistically, rather than focusing solely on refinery gate prices.

Refining operations are also exposed to complex risk dimensions, including global price volatility, cost fluctuations and sophisticated pricing mechanisms. By contrast, retail (jobber) businesses are typically driven by shorter-term transactions and daily revenue cycles. Pricing policies should therefore be evaluated with a balanced view of returns across both upstream and downstream segments, alongside their respective risk exposures.

Amid global oil market fluctuations and pricing adjustments, questions have emerged as to whether domestic prices remain favourable to consumers. Marketing margins and

distribution dynamics should be incorporated into any comprehensive assessment to ensure fair pricing across the entire supply chain, without placing disproportionate emphasis on the refining segment.

[image: ]

Looking ahead, the balanced policy approach should be considered in a clear understanding of differing investment structures, risk levels, cost bases and return profiles across the petroleum value chain.
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								AIS launches its 5G-Advanced network, introducing AI-driven enhancements and multi-band tech to boost speed, stability and performance
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																Advanced Info Service (AIS) has officially launched its 5G-Advanced network as Southeast Asia's first next-level 5G network standard, available in key areas across Bangkok and other areas nationwide.
The move marks an important step to transform 5G (fifth generation of cellular network technology) from a connectivity network into an intelligent digital platform harnessing artificial intelligence (AI), multiple frequency aggregation technology and global partnerships to redefine the benchmark for limitless speed.

According to Wasit Wattanasap, head of nationwide operations and the support business unit at AIS, in addition to development of hardware-software upgrades for its network built to support next-generation digital lifestyles and enterprise use cases, AIS 5G-Advanced also lays a strong foundation for the future transition towards 6G.

This advancement is driven by the integration of three core strengths: Partnership + AI + Innovation.

EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGY

The intelligent connectivity, powered by advanced capabilities such as multiple frequency aggregation Downlink 3 Component Carrier (3CC) and Uplink 2 Component Carrier (2CC), delivers faster downloads, stronger uploads, lower responsiveness and greater overall network efficiency.

[image: The '5G+' symbol on the mobile screen indicates that a customer is connected to an enhanced 5G network with improved speed, stability, and performance.]
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Mr Wasit said this technology enables multiple frequency bands to work together seamlessly, with 3CC combining the 700 megahertz, 2100MHz, and 2600MHz bands, and 2CC combining the 700MHz and 2600MHz bands, significantly enhancing network performance and delivering a clearly superior connectivity experience.

The technology increases download speeds by up to 1.5 times through 5G SA (standalone) Downlink 2CC/3CC and upload speeds by up to two times through 5G SA Uplink 2CC.

The 2CC and 3CC aggregation are 5G/LTE technologies combining multiple frequency bands to increase data speeds and capacity.

2CC generally combines two bands for enhanced throughput, while 3CC aggregates three bands for higher speeds, significantly improving user experience in 5G-Advanced and high-traffic scenarios.

Faster 5G experience

The core of AIS 5G-Advanced lies in carrier aggregation technology which combines multiple frequency bands to enhance performance across downloads, uploads, smoothness, stability and network responsiveness.

Whether customers are watching high-definition video, playing online games, live-streaming, uploading content or working through the cloud, those in service areas with compatible devices will be able to experience a clearly enhanced level of connectivity.

Mr Wasit said the company is also integrating AI into network traffic management through an autonomous network, enabling the network to analyse, adapt and respond efficiently to usage conditions in real time.

The 5G SA Downlink 3CC is available in Sathon and Bang Rak, with plans to expand to key areas across Bangkok later this year.

Meanwhile, 5G SA Downlink 2CC is already available in Bangkok and other major urban centres nationwide.

5G SA Uplink 2CC is available in major cities across the Northeast and Bangkok and is expected to be available in large cities nationwide later this year.

For customers using AIS 5G-Advanced, the service can be identified by the 5G+ symbol shown at the upper-right corner of the mobile screen, indicating that the customer is connected to an enhanced 5G network with improved speed, stability and performance.

Availability depends on service area, supported frequency bands, compatible devices and appropriate packages.

Customers who meet these conditions can access the enhanced 5G network experience without subscribing to an additional package.

The 5G-Advanced network supports smartphone operating systems on both Android and iOS.

Mr Wasit said consumer behaviour has changed dramatically, especially with the number of user uploads exceeding downloads via mobile devices in some areas, driven by greater adoption of AI applications.

Unique development

Differing from other players, he said the 5G-Advanced network is not only an AI-ready network, but also compiles 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project) Release 18 and the standard of 5G SA Downlink 2CC/3CC and 5G SA Uplink 2CC.

"Globally, only an operator in China previously launched 5G Advanced with development through both standard of 3GPP Release 18 condition and the 5G SA Downlink/Uplink multiple frequency aggregation tech," Mr Wasit said.

3GPP Release 18 is the first release of 5G-Advanced, initiating the second phase of 5G evolution. The release upgrades 5G system performance, efficiency and intelligence, focusing on AI (AI/ML), enhanced MIMO, non-terrestrial networks (NTN/satellite) and expanded industrial Internet of Things (IoT) capabilities.

The technology acts as a stepping stone towards 6G, he said.

Key features of the 3GPP Release 18 include AI/ML adoption, 5G-Advanced evolution, satellite access and further integration of NTNs for global coverage, IoT and enhanced support for massive machine-type communications and reduced capability for industrial applications.

This release bridges the gap between commercial 5G and the future 6G, with a strong focus on balancing network performance with efficiency, Mr Wasit noted.

"AIS's key mission is to strengthen Thailand's digital infrastructure. The network development today is no longer only about increasing speed, signal coverage or the number of base stations. It is about building new capabilities for the country and delivering the best digital experience in every use case," he said.

The latest milestone in advancing Thailand into a new chapter of intelligent networks reinforces AIS's role as a national digital infrastructure provider, said Mr Wasit, as it remains committed to elevating the digital experience for Thais, businesses and industries and enabling the country to move confidently into the future.
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																Pattaya and Chon Buri tourism operators are suffering from the government's work-from-home policies during the low season, expecting only 30-40% occupancy rates this month while they compete for markets with high potential such as Chinese and Indian tourists by offering discounts.
The mayor of Pattaya City, the Association of Chonburi Tourism Federation (ACTF) and the Thai Hotels Association's (THA) eastern chapter held a meeting with Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul last week.

They urged the government to offer an airfare subsidy in the "Thai Teaw Thai Plus" programme, similar to the pandemic period, as high travel and energy prices are a major obstacle for domestic tourists.

ACTF president Thanet Supornsahasrungsi said hotels in Pattaya typically record a 60-70% average occupancy rate in the low season, supported by short-haul tourists and local meeting groups.

However, they could register only 30-40% occupancy this month as many public organisations postponed their trips indefinitely due to the work-from-home policies.

Many private companies that booked meetings at hotels earlier also cancelled their plans to save costs, forcing hotels to struggle to adjust their operational costs, as they can now only target foreign tourists in the leisure segment, particularly those from China and India.

He said the THA proposed that the government assign the same work-from-home days to all organisations. It would encourage more officers to work remotely at tourism destinations if choosing the day before or after the weekend, enabling them to extend their trips.

Watcharapong Khunpluem, president of the THA's eastern chapter, said the government should also allow public and provincial organisations in each province to hold meetings within their cities or within a specified distance, since they have already planned their annual meeting budget.

He said hotel bookings in Bang Saen fell by 50% this month as the school break will end soon, and there are insufficient meeting groups to fill the vacancies.

Mr Thanet said the ACTF also asked the minister to offer an airfare subsidy for domestic flights, not only for hotel rooms, as high travel costs from a surge in fuel prices are a major hurdle for tourists.

During the pandemic, 40% of domestic airfares were subsidised via this scheme.

The government should also allocate some budget to help maintain international flights that connect short-haul markets with high potential, including China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, Malaysia and South Korea.

"Now we must prioritise domestic and short-haul markets, as long-haul tourists have significantly slowed due to the low season, flight disruptions and expensive airfares," said Mr Thanet.
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																The commerce minister has held talks with the Office of the US Trade Representative (USTR) in a bid to conclude negotiations on a reciprocal trade agreement to ease tariff pressures.
After meeting with USTR Jamieson Greer and deputy USTR Rick Switzer, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the talks were constructive, highlighting a mutual commitment to expedite negotiations on the Agreement on Reciprocal Trade (ART).

She said the goal is to achieve tangible progress and reach a conclusion as soon as possible to strengthen economic and investment confidence, as well as reduce pressure from potential US trade measures against Thailand.

The US prioritises rebalancing trade and has created opportunities for Thai businesses to invest in sectors of mutual interest, such as processed agricultural products and energy, noted Mrs Suphajee.

Thailand plans to increase imports from the US in sectors where Thailand has demand, but cannot produce domestically, she said, adding that Thailand used this opportunity to push important issues, particularly tariff exemptions for Thai products that cannot be produced domestically in the US.

The US expressed willingness to consider these requests, reflecting flexibility and a readiness to find mutually beneficial solutions, said Mrs Suphajee.

Regarding the ART negotiations, she said Thailand prioritises practical and viable outcomes, while the US expressed a readiness to discuss clear timelines and detailed provisions to ensure effective implementation by Thailand.

In addition, the US indicated an interest in increasing the share of American raw materials used in supply chains, said Mrs Suphajee.

"Both sides agreed to accelerate negotiations, with the aim of swiftly concluding key elements of the agreement, reaffirming Thailand's position as a strategic trading partner of the US and reducing the risk of future tariff measures," she said.

The Commerce Ministry plans to send a Thai delegation to the US on May 13-14 to provide clarification and respond to inquiries from the USTR regarding a Section 301 investigation, aiming to build a clearer understanding of Thailand's trade and production structure.

During the US visit, Mrs Suphajee also met with Senator Tammy Duckworth to discuss economic cooperation, investment, and opportunities to strengthen supply chains between the two countries.

The US proposed collaboration in high-potential sectors such as clean energy, carbon reduction technologies, small modular nuclear energy, food innovation, public health collaboration, and infant food industries -- areas of strong interest to Thai businesses.
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        Covert ops must end
        Despite promising to investigate military information operations (IO) targeting well-known journalist Thapanee Eadsrichai, founder of the online media channel The Reporter, the Anutin government has done little to prevent the army from waging cognitive warfare against critics.

      

      
        Saksayam ruling fuels trust crisis
        The check-and-balance mechanism -- a foundational pillar of democracy -- is facing a crisis as public trust in independent bodies erodes.

      

      
        Time to address 'chokepoints' in supply chains
        The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is just the latest in a series of major supply shocks the global economy has experienced since 2020. Yet each time, the resulting shortages appear to catch policymakers off guard. From personal protective equipment at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic to fertiliser and sulphur today, the key chokepoints and complex supply-chain interdependencies that cause...

      

      
        A knack for delaying
        The decision by the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases to press charges against Supa Piyajitti, the former deputy permanent secretary of the Ministry of Finance, is another shocking example of just how long it can take for the Thai justice system to do its job.

      

      
        A monetary infrastructure battle
        The development of payment infrastructure in emerging-market economies (EMEs) -- from instant payment systems in retail markets to wholesale central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) for cross-border interbank settlement -- is part of a broader technological transformation. But the intense scrutiny these initiatives face from the United States suggests that what is at stake is not only technical...

      

      
        Cuba is no easy prize for Trump and Rubio
        US Secretary of State Marco Rubio should be careful what he wishes for. Donald Trump has speculated that Mr Rubio could be "the next president of Cuba" after the US overthrows the Communist regime that has ruled the island for the past 67 years, and this week he suggested that this takeover might be done by the US Navy "on its way home" from the Persian Gulf.

      

      
        Is Thai society ready for life after 60?
        Is 60 truly the perfect endpoint of a working life?

      

      
        SSO needs real reform
        The Social Security Office's (SSO) latest enhanced dental benefits for subscribers are a welcome improvement for those who want to see better welfare from the Social Security Fund (SSF), the country's largest welfare scheme.

      

      
        A model for securing the Hormuz
        The disruption of shipping flows through the Strait of Hormuz has highlighted the structural fragility of the global energy system. With roughly one-quarter of the world's seaborne oil passing through the narrow waterway, any closure has immediate and far-reaching economic consequences.

      

      
        Asean, EU must ramp up cooperation
        The recent Asean-EU ministerial meeting in Brunei's capital last week was a good indicator of how global developments have shaped their relationship. When they met in the same capital in 2012, the atmosphere was very different. At the time, the European Union took a more assertive stance, pressing the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) on issues such as human rights and governance....
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																Despite promising to investigate military information operations (IO) targeting well-known journalist Thapanee Eadsrichai, founder of the online media channel The Reporter, the Anutin government has done little to prevent the army from waging cognitive warfare against critics.
Ms Thapanee filed complaints with Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and the Thai Journalists Association after facing a barrage of online abuse believed to be linked to military elements.

The attacks followed her confrontation with newly appointed 4th Army chief Lt Gen Norathip Poynok, whom she questioned over an assault on Kamolsak Liwamoh, a Prachachart Party MP in the South.

The assailants used a vehicle belonging to Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) personnel, and most suspects arrested were former navy officers. Lt Gen Norathip also sparked outrage with remarks about Islamic schools.

He was further quoted making an off-microphone comment about the attack on Mr Kamolsak: "Personally, if it were me, I wouldn't let him survive."

Although Lt Gen Norathip later apologised, the online harassment against Ms Thapanee continued.

While Prime Minister Anutin assured the journalist's safety and ordered an inquiry, there has been no meaningful progress.

IO campaigns believed to be conducted by security agencies using public funds are not new -- and there appears to be no end in sight.

The army has consistently denied wrongdoing, insisting such online pages merely "provide information to the public".

That claim is hard to accept. In parliament, opposition MPs have repeatedly raised evidence of IO campaigns targeting political activists and government critics.

Chayaphol Satondee, a People's Party MP, has aptly described such cognitive warfare as "state cybercrime" -- a weapon deployed against opponents.

Late last year, a group of academics and activists, including Sarinee Achavanantakul and Yingcheep Atchanond, founder of iLaw, filed a complaint with the Administrative Court accusing the army of running illicit campaigns using disinformation against those with differing political views.

The court acknowledged the existence of IO activity but dismissed the case, citing a lack of evidence that senior military figures ordered such operations.

With little political will from the government to confront the issue, IO campaigns are likely to intensify, further deepening political division and polarisation.

At the same time, transnational platforms such as Facebook have shown limited interest in tackling the problem, allowing those equipped with advanced tools, including AI, to manipulate information with few constraints.

Parliament must do more. House committees should rigorously scrutinise budget allocations to ensure taxpayer money is not used to fund covert IO operations.

Public pressure is also essential. Social media companies must be held accountable -- required to act decisively against fake accounts and coordinated manipulation to better protect users.

Ultimately, strengthening media literacy is critical. A more informed public is the best defence against disinformation and psychological operations.
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																The check-and-balance mechanism -- a foundational pillar of democracy -- is facing a crisis as public trust in independent bodies erodes.
At the centre of scrutiny is the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), which is grappling with a growing trust deficit. Questions are mounting over whether the anti-graft body remains impartial, independent and capable of tackling corruption.

Criticism intensified after the NACC's nine-member panel cleared Saksayam Chidchob, a former transport minister and former secretary-general of the Bhumjaithai Party, of a false asset declaration charge.

The decision is seen as unusual as it contradicts an earlier ruling by the Constitutional Court on the same case.

On March 3, 2023, the Constitutional Court ordered Mr Saksayam to stop performing his duties while it considered allegations related to illegal shareholding in Buri Charoen Construction, a company linked to his family.

The court ruled Mr Saksayam used a proxy to conceal his shares, citing financial trails and corroborating evidence to conclude the shares belonged to him.

However, the NACC said it found no proof of deliberate concealment.

Mr Saksayam said he believed he had already transferred the shares before assuming office, attributing the issue to a misunderstanding with another shareholder.

The ruling has puzzled legal experts and former judges. One described the NACC's decision as "Rue Si Plang Sarn", or "verdict alchemy".

Vicha Mahakhun, a former anti-graft commissioner, publicly criticised the NACC, questioning why it did not use the Constitutional Court's ruling as a benchmark.

He said the NACC's role is to investigate corruption and forward cases to the courts, not to contradict judicial rulings.

In this case, however, the commission effectively countered the court's findings by ruling that Mr Saksayam had not concealed assets.

Mr Vicha warned the NACC must not lose sight of its mandate to combat abuse of power. "The NACC itself can be investigated if it abuses its authority," he said.

Further concerns have been raised over the NACC's handling of the case. Critics questioned how a new shareholder -- reportedly earning about 9,000 baht per month -- could afford 119 million baht to purchase shares from Mr Saksayam. The NACC has not addressed this issue.

The controversy has deepened doubts about the agency, raising broader questions about accountability.

Can anti-graft commissioners be investigated for questionable rulings? Does the check-and-balance mechanism apply to them?

To answer these questions, attention must turn to how such commissioners are appointed and regulated.

Members of independent bodies such as the NACC, the Election Commission, the Constitutional Court and the National Human Rights Commission are approved by the Senate.

In theory, legal mechanisms exist to investigate them.

Section 236 of the constitution -- often referred to as the "quis custodiet" clause, meaning "who watches the watchmen" -- allows for investigations into independent commissioners if requested by at least one-fifth of parliament or supported by a petition of at least 20,000 people with evidence.

The House Speaker then decides whether to forward the complaint to the president of the Supreme Court, who can appoint an independent panel to investigate.

However, political realities may hinder the process.

House Speaker Sophon Zaram has said: "The House Speaker is not a postman. I have the authority to decide whether to forward a petition."

Whether such petitions will be forwarded remains uncertain.

Former Supreme Court judge and ex-human rights commissioner What Tingsmitr said he believes the House Speaker is unlikely to act.

"He may argue that independent bodies should not be politically interfered with," Mr What said.

Legal avenues remain. Section 157 of the Criminal Code allows prosecution of public officials, including MPs and ministers, for misconduct. However, success depends on the courts, which may dismiss cases if plaintiffs are not directly affected.

Niphit Intharasombat, a former Democrat MP from Phatthalung, shared similar concerns, noting Mr Sophon is a Bhumjaithai MP from Buri Ram, a political stronghold of the Chidchob family.

Although Section 236 allows citizens to submit petitions, the process could take years. Authorities may also scrutinise the identities and motives of petitioners, potentially delaying proceedings.

"There are many ways to derail attempts to investigate the NACC," said Niphit, who said he had previously failed in efforts to pursue similar cases.

For Mr Niphit and Mr What, a weak judicial system and lack of effective oversight risk eroding public confidence in justice.

This could pose a serious legitimacy challenge. Without trust in governance, transparency and the rule of law, economic confidence may also suffer, as investors tend to favour countries with strong institutions and low corruption.
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																The closure of the Strait of Hormuz is just the latest in a series of major supply shocks the global economy has experienced since 2020. Yet each time, the resulting shortages appear to catch policymakers off guard. From personal protective equipment at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic to fertiliser and sulphur today, the key chokepoints and complex supply-chain interdependencies that cause these shortages remain poorly understood, often becoming visible only once crises are already underway.
The downstream consequences of the current crisis have yet to materialise and may take months to be fully felt. No sulphur means no sulphuric acid, which in turn threatens copper production in Chile. Meanwhile, surging fertiliser prices are likely to hit food supplies and drive up consumer prices later this year, disproportionately affecting import-dependent economies.

This raises a critical question: What other bottlenecks and shortages will emerge in the years ahead? One might have expected governments to improve their monitoring of supply-chain vulnerabilities, yet despite repeated disruptions, progress in mapping these networks and building resilience has been limited. As a result, the global economy is bound to be caught unprepared once again.

To be sure, there has been some progress since the pandemic. The OECD's value-added trade database, for example, provides useful insights into flows of components, goods, and services, shedding light on the hidden structure of global production networks. But it remains a supplement to traditional trade statistics, offering aggregated data that extends only to 2022, and therefore, captures only a small part of a rapidly evolving landscape. Real-time visibility thus remains out of reach for most governments.

Other initiatives, such as the Observatory of Economic Complexity, offer more granular data, including on individual firms. Some vulnerabilities are now well known. Most notably, Taiwan dominates advanced semiconductor production through TSMC, which accounts for more than 90% of the global supply.

Even so, governments must do far more to identify their economies' weak points and confront those vulnerabilities head-on. Many essential inputs are produced in highly concentrated markets, often in just a handful of countries. And given that even simple or cheap components can be indispensable further up the supply chain, a seemingly minor disruption can quickly cascade into a major supply crisis that reverberates through the global economy.

Consider, for example, the bicycle industry: most bikes rely on components made by Japanese manufacturer Shimano, which has struggled in recent years to keep up with demand. Similarly, automotive supply chains are dominated by specialist suppliers, with one or two firms often accounting for most of the sector's output. While such dependencies are well known within these industries, policymakers rarely follow the trade press, where problems tend to surface first.

With roughly two-thirds of global trade in manufactured goods consisting of intermediate components rather than finished products, this is far from a niche concern. Globalisation has created vast and intricate supply chains that turbocharged economic growth while deepening interdependence.

The stakes are enormous. A delay in receiving a new bicycle is inconvenient, but disruptions to food and water systems or medical supplies would have far more serious consequences.

Encouragingly, some policymakers have begun to identify strategically important sectors. Heightened geopolitical uncertainty has spurred investment in domestic manufacturing capacity, most notably in semiconductor production in the United States. But the persistence of supply-chain chokepoints underscores the need to rethink industrial policy. In particular, policymakers should think more broadly, including seeking to reinforce existing strengths, rather than focusing narrowly on emerging technologies such as clean energy and AI.

In most countries, however, supply-chain vulnerabilities remain largely overlooked in policy debates. That could be a costly mistake. With further disruption all but certain, governments must be able to move fast to secure vital inputs and contain emerging risks. Economic resilience is now inseparable from national security. Countries that fail to build a flexible, robust production base will learn that the hard way. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Diane Coyle, Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, is the author of 'Cogs and Monsters: What Economics Is, and What It Should Be' (Princeton University Press, 2021) and 'The Measure of Progress: Counting What Really Matters' (Princeton University Press, 2025).
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																The decision by the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases to press charges against Supa Piyajitti, the former deputy permanent secretary of the Ministry of Finance, is another shocking example of just how long it can take for the Thai justice system to do its job.
Ms Supa is accused of failing to appeal a court ruling in the Shin Corp share tax case, resulting in 17.9 billion baht in state losses.

The Office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) has spent over a decade working on the case. It finally forwarded its findings to public prosecutors on April 28, just two days before the 15-year statute of limitations expired.

At last, the NACC has found grounds to charge Ms Supa, herself a former NACC commissioner, and several others with misconduct during her tenure at the finance ministry 15 years ago.

The lawsuit stems from her decision not to appeal a judgement by the Central Tax Court, despite her role in overseeing tax collection and safeguarding state revenue.

But why did the NACC need a decade to work on this relatively straightforward complaint?

The charge hinges on whether ministerial officials failed to do their duty -- it's not some grand cover-up. In this case, Ms Supa and the other officials said they had to obey the former order from the lower court, so there is no need for the NACC to turn over every stone in search of new evidence.

Also, this lawsuit is not an outlier. Take the case of former culture minister Ittiphol Khunpluem, who was charged in 2023 with granting an illegal construction permit for a high-rise in Pattaya, Chon Buri province, in 2008.

The NACC received a complaint to investigate the alleged malfeasance over a decade ago, but it did not ask the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) to bring it to court until July 24, 2023 -- six weeks before the case expired on Sept 10.

What happened a month before the statute expired was grotesque. Mr Ittiphol and a few other defendants ran away. He fled to Cambodia on Aug 30 and returned to Thailand on Oct 9 to turn himself over to the police. However, he did not clear his name in court; rather, the court acquitted him because the 15-year statute of limitations had expired. It criticised the NACC for shelving the case for over 13 years.

Or what about NACC's probe into the Thai Airways-Rolls-Royce bribery scandal in 2017? The NACC had plenty of evidence as Rolls-Royce admitted to a UK court it had paid bribes to secure THAI engine contracts from 1991 to 2005. It took the NACC over five years to revisit the evidence and indict two THAI executives. The other cases were dismissed in 2025 due to weak evidence and statutory expiry.

The NACC typically has 2,000-3,000 cases under active investigation or monitoring at any given time, so it is clearly overburdened.

Many legal experts have called for a legal amendment to prevent the statute of limitations from running out after the NACC has accepted a case, or when the suspects flee. Another solution would be for the NACC to set deadlines by which time its cases must be concluded. As many cases involve influential figures, the NACC needs to set lists of prioritised cases. Failing to resolve this issue will result in more instances of justice being delayed and denied.
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																The development of payment infrastructure in emerging-market economies (EMEs) -- from instant payment systems in retail markets to wholesale central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) for cross-border interbank settlement -- is part of a broader technological transformation. But the intense scrutiny these initiatives face from the United States suggests that what is at stake is not only technical supremacy, but monetary power itself.
Changes to how payments are executed imply a shift in control over the critical infrastructure through which money circulates, with consequences for the exercise of monetary sovereignty. While sovereignty in monetary affairs was traditionally understood as the authority to issue currency, it expanded over time to include oversight of banking systems and financial flows. In an increasingly digitalised world, however, sovereignty now hinges on the mechanisms underpinning payments and settlements, and the data generated by financial transactions.

This shift is especially visible in EMEs, where formal sovereignty has long coexisted with structural dependence. For years, the dollar's dominance has rested not only on its status as a global currency, but also on a dense network of privately governed infrastructure -- the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (Swift), the New York Clearing House Interbank Payments System (CHIPS), and the Continuous Linked Settlement (CLS) -- that shape how cross-border payments and financial settlements are conducted. Far from being neutral conduits, these US-dominated systems embed geopolitical power into the routine functioning of global finance, enabling "weaponised interdependence" through sanctions, exclusion, and control over financial flows.

Brazil's Pix is a case in point. An instant payment platform created and managed by the Central Bank of Brazil, Pix has rapidly become a central pillar of the country's financial architecture, surpassing payment cards in transaction volume. It embodies a governance model in which the state manages both payment rules and the data generated by transactions -- an increasingly important source of economic and strategic power.

This has clearly spooked the US. The Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) opened an investigation into Brazil and included Pix in its 2026 National Trade Estimate Report on Foreign Trade Barriers under the broader category of "non-market policies and practices" that may generate "economic and national security risks" for the US. The report positions state-led payment infrastructure, data-localisation measures, and digital regulations as potential distortions of competition that disadvantage foreign firms, particularly US financial-service providers.

But Brazil is not an isolated case. The USTR report expresses similar concerns about efforts in India, China, Indonesia, Turkey, Vietnam, Pakistan, Algeria, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, and Thailand to develop domestic payment systems and strengthen regulatory control over digital and financial infrastructure, including through data-localisation requirements.

This trend reflects a broader global shift towards a state-led approach to building financial infrastructure for the digital economy. Domestic payment systems, including Pix and India's UPI, should therefore be understood as part of a wider movement among EMEs to reclaim control over the rails on which money and financial data move.

Such a structural shift becomes even more consequential at the cross-border level, unlocking the potential for connecting domestic instant payment systems (like the Bank for International Settlements-led Project Nexus) and, crucially, using CBDCs for wholesale transactions.

Projects such as mBridge -- bringing together China, Hong Kong, Thailand, the United Arab Emirates, and Saudi Arabia with initial support from the BIS -- as well as emerging Brics+ initiatives, illustrate how CBDCs can be used to redesign international payment infrastructure. By integrating messaging, clearing, and settlement, a single, state-governed platform may reduce reliance on traditional intermediaries and enable direct settlement in local currencies.

More importantly, this approach embeds public authority into the technological architecture of payments and settlements, expressed in code, protocols, and governance rules. Monetary sovereignty, in this context, becomes infrastructural: it is exercised through the design and control of systems that support cross-border financial flows.

For EMEs, this represents a strategic opportunity. By reducing dependence on dollar-based infrastructure and enabling settlement in local currencies, multi-CBDC platforms and a standardised protocol linking domestic instant payment systems provide a pathway, albeit still limited, to expand the external dimension of monetary sovereignty.

These developments do not signal the end of dollar dominance. But this evolution has two key implications. First, future conflicts in the international monetary system will centre on standards, platforms, and data governance, not exchange rates or reserve currencies. Second, EMEs are no longer passive recipients of global financial standards; they are becoming drivers of institutional and technological innovation.

The question is no longer who issues money, but who designs and governs the infrastructure through which it moves. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Camila Villard Duran is Associate Professor of Law at ESSCA School of Management at Angers, France.
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									Cuba is no easy prize for Trump and Rubio								

															

																US Secretary of State Marco Rubio should be careful what he wishes for. Donald Trump has speculated that Mr Rubio could be "the next president of Cuba" after the US overthrows the Communist regime that has ruled the island for the past 67 years, and this week he suggested that this takeover might be done by the US Navy "on its way home" from the Persian Gulf.
"We will be taking over Cuba almost immediately," Mr Trump said. "On the way back from Iran, we'll have one of our aircraft carriers -- maybe the USS Abraham Lincoln, the biggest in the world -- we'll have that come in, stop maybe 100 yards offshore, and they'll say 'Thank you very much, we give up'." Then he made the hands-up gesture,

Typical Trump stuff: jokey, deniable, but also menacing -- and Cuba has been on his hit list for a long time. As soon as he got control of Venezuela in January, Mr Trump cut off the oil shipments from there that kept the Cuban economy afloat. A US takeover may really be coming -- and Marco Rubio would be the ideal Gauleiter of a conquered Cuba.

His Cuban parents moved to the United States just before Fidel Castro seized power, so Mr Rubio is American-born, but his home has always been the Cuban emigre-refugee society of South Florida. He has never actually been to Cuba (except for one brief trip to the US Naval Station at Guantanamo in 2012), but like most exiles, he thinks he knows the place.

Maybe he's right, in which case he may have a splendid career ahead of him as "president of Cuba" and then, perhaps, as President of the United States. (Post-Trump, we are told, it's either him or JD Vance.) But his personal knowledge of Cuba is as fragmentary and distorted as Maximilian's personal knowledge of Mexico before he became emperor of the country.

Maximilian I of Mexico began life as a humble Austrian archduke, younger brother to Emperor Franz Joseph I. Such people have no real jobs (ask Prince Harry of Britain), so he was open to offers. His best offer came from some Mexican conservatives who had just lost a civil war and were looking for a European royal as figurehead for a comeback attempt. He was game, the American Civil War was on, so the US wasn't enforcing the Monroe Doctrine, and Emperor Napoleon III of France was willing to lend a French army for the enterprise. So off they all went, and for a while it went well.

Then the US Civil War ended, Washington secretly helped Benito Juarez drive out the French army in 1867 -- and Maximilian ended up in front of a Mexican firing squad. (He had the grace to say his final words in Spanish.)

It's just a cautionary tale, not a prediction, but Mexico and Cuba are the two most fiercely nationalist places in the Spanish-speaking world.

After several generations of dogmatic and incompetent Communist rule, worsened by the effects of the crippling 60-year US trade embargo and now by an outright blockade, Cubans are desperately tired and ready for change. However, 'liberation' at the hands of the perennial yanqui enemy would still be seen as humiliation by at least half the population.

This is where Mr Rubio's private calculations about the ease of an American takeover of Cuba (and the very public ruminations by Mr Trump on the same topic) may run aground. The opinions of people actually living in Cuba are pretty unanimous about the failures of the regime, but they are much more varied in their views on the future than Mr Trump and Mr Rubio imagine.

We cannot know how many Cubans would actually resist an American invasion by force until Mr Trump actually tries one, but it could certainly be enough to make a real war. They would quickly lose the open warfare part, obviously, but they are pretty good at the guerrilla war part.

There's no guarantee that this will happen again, but there's no guarantee it won't either. The Clausewitz of our time already has two wars on his plate in two different continents, a big one in Iran temporarily stalled by a ceasefire and a smaller one waiting to start if and when he moves against the thugs who still rule Venezuela. He really should not start another one now.
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																Is 60 truly the perfect endpoint of a working life?
This question is becoming ever more pressing as Thailand, and the broader Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) region, rapidly transform into a "Super-Aged Society" -- a definition for a country or society where 20% or more of the population is aged 65 or older.

In a "grey society", the economic and social structures once driven by a young workforce face mounting pressure. This is not merely a fiscal crisis or a social welfare burden -- it is a pivotal moment that calls for a collective effort to revive the potential of an experience-rich human resource and restore it as a core engine of growth.

These concerns are echoed in the preliminary findings of the study "Promoting Happy Ageing in Asean: Enhancing Health, Security, and Social Participation", a collaboration among the Asean Centre for Active Ageing and Innovation (ACAI), the Health Intervention and Technology Assessment Program (HITAP), and the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI).

The study aims to present pathways for promoting social participation and income security through employment, with the overarching goal of advancing happy ageing.

Among the proposed solutions for navigating an ageing society is a call for both the public and private sectors to revisit the Mandatory Retirement Age (MRA) -- moving away from the fixed cut-off of 60 years towards a more flexible system -- while championing the employment innovation of "phased retirement" to retain skilled workers and ensure income security for older workers.

The 'Age Wall'

A survey of 1,573 formal-sector workers in government agencies, state enterprises, and private organisations aged 50-60 years across Thailand found that the current retirement structure remains largely "rigid age cutoffs."

Over 77% of organisations enforce a mandatory retirement age fixed at exactly 60, which has become a significant barrier, forcing workers who are still healthy, skilled, experienced, and willing to work instead of having to exit the labour market prematurely.

Notably, one in four respondents expected to continue working after the mandatory retirement age -- particularly those in elementary occupations and technical trades -- wishing to work until around 62-63 years of age, driven by income necessity and a desire to remain socially engaged.

Gradual Retirement Desired

The study provides a much clearer picture. Respondents do not wish to stop working entirely upon reaching 60 years old. Instead, they prefer a "phased retirement" model. The survey found that at age 55, 99% of respondents still wished to work full-time, with an average expected working week of 39 hours.

At age 60, 91.3% still wanted to continue working, though increasingly shifting towards part-time arrangements, with an average expected working week of 30 hours. By age 65, over 73.9% still had a desire to work -- predominantly part-time -- with an average expected working week of 18 hours.

Digital Skills, Weak Incentives

From the employer's perspective, most indicated a willingness to retain older workers on a voluntary basis. However, employers raised concerns in three key areas:

Health and safety constraints: Employers are concerned about the mismatch between job demands and the physical condition of older workers, as well as the risk of workplace accidents if older employees continue in the same roles without job redesign. Without appropriate adaptation, this poses risks to both the individual worker and overall business efficiency.

The study founds employers were concerned about the digital and AI literacy of older workers. Employers perceive older workers as struggling to adapt to digital technology and AI systems -- which are no longer optional but essential for a business to survive. This lag in adaptation is seen as a "productivity loss" unless the government steps in to bridge the gap through intensive upskilling and reskilling programmes.

Cost trap and tax measures: The current double-deduction tax incentive for employing older workers is capped at a monthly salary of only 15,000 baht. This is a critical limitation in employers' eyes. They think that the benefit cannot be fully utilised when hiring highly skilled older workers, who typically command salaries well above this ceiling. In effect, the measure incentivises only low-skilled employment.

Policy Recommendations

First of all, the government must create more flexible retirement criteria. Needless to say, the traditional fixed mandatory retirement ages must be removed and revised to voluntary. A flexible retirement policy would open the door for mutually-agreed upon arrangements between employers and employees based on the nature of the work. The outcome would not only benefit older workers -- employers and the economy as a whole would be able to retain skilled and experienced personnel.

The country's employment framework must be flexible, too. Policymakers must strive to recreate a dedicated legal framework for older worker employment.

There must be provisions to protect against age discrimination in the workplace, and there must be targeted upskilling support to close digital and AI skill gaps for workers aged 50-60.

In the broader picture, the policymakers and the government must make this policy mainstream. To begin with, the government must encourage authorities, ministries, officials, and hired staff as well as relevant stakeholders to design working arrangements that allow hours to be gradually reduced as workers age, while maintaining essential protections and benefits.

Labour laws should also be revised to accommodate flexible working arrangements and hourly employment for older workers in the formal sector.

Changing employment terms is necessary, but it is not enough. Policymakers must improve tax measures to support employers that hire and retain older workforces. Enhance tax benefits to make it genuinely worthwhile for employers to adapt working environments and introduce incentives such as income tax exemptions for employees aged 60 and above who choose to continue working in the formal economy.

Redesigning life after 60 is not just a matter of economic systems or social welfare frameworks. It is a question of national human resource management. If we can break down the rigid walls of outdated regulations and replace them with flexible policies that recognise the diversity of older workers' skills, experience, and capabilities, we can transform older people from "benefit recipients" into "economic drivers" who are both secure and fulfilled.

The real question, then, is not whether 60-year-olds should stop working -- but whether Thai society is ready to let them keep going.

Kanyapak Ngaosri is a researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Their policy analyses appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																The Social Security Office's (SSO) latest enhanced dental benefits for subscribers are a welcome improvement for those who want to see better welfare from the Social Security Fund (SSF), the country's largest welfare scheme.
Effective from last Friday, the new scheme separates wisdom tooth extraction from the existing 900-baht annual dental allowance. It also raises denture coverage to 1,500-6,000 baht, depending on the type and number of teeth, plus 900 baht per repair.

Under new Labour Minister Julapun Amornvivat, a list-MP from the Pheu Thai Party, subscribers are hopeful of better benefits. The improved health benefit, however, is inconsequential for those who want to see real reform. The problem with the SSF is much larger than its provision of lower health benefits than the government's universal healthcare scheme.

The SSF has been plagued by several problems, including long-term financial instability, reports of opaque investments such as the purchase of the SKYY9 Building at an inflated price, and administrative issues within the SSO.

Last month, the Office of the Auditor General of Thailand (OAG) rejected the SSF's financial accounts due to discrepancies in financial data amounting to over 3 billion baht. One issue that is rarely mentioned is that the government itself has yet to contribute 60 billion baht to the fund.

The onus now falls on the new minister. Since taking office at the Labour Ministry, Mr Julapun has made it a priority to ensure that the SSO -- known as the back office of the fund -- operates as "a neutral institution responsible for managing workers' funds without political interference."

Such a promise is easier said than done. How can Minister Julapun make the SSO neutral without upsetting the Labour Ministry? The ministry has long been regarded as a second-tier portfolio, until it came to oversee the vast welfare fund with about 24 million subscribers.

Under the dominance of the Labour Ministry and its ministers, the SSO has operated in a twilight zone for the past three decades. The SSO board was appointed by the ministry until 2023, when board members were elected for the first time.

Experts have long warned that the fund could face serious strain within the next few decades. That remains a distinct possibility, as it continues to commit to paying generous pensions to its 20-million-plus subscribers. A lack of good governance and professionalism will also make it harder for the fund to attract more contributions.

Given its status under the Labour Ministry, it is difficult to establish reliable checks and balances or ensure transparency. Most problematic cases -- largely involving property purchases at inflated prices -- have been investigated by the ministry or central government. Needless to say, most probes found no irregularities.

The SSO and the Labour Ministry have turned a deaf ear to advice from experts urging them to follow the Ministry of Finance's example in making the Government Pension Fund an independent body. They have also ignored models from countries such as Vietnam and Japan, where asset management firms handle investments to support long-term obligations.

Thank you for the improved dental care, Mr Julapun, but the country needs to see far more meaningful change at the SSO.
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																The disruption of shipping flows through the Strait of Hormuz has highlighted the structural fragility of the global energy system. With roughly one-quarter of the world's seaborne oil passing through the narrow waterway, any closure has immediate and far-reaching economic consequences.
While much of the focus has been on reopening the strait as quickly as possible, there is also a longer-term imperative to redesign the system in such a way that reduces the risk of future disruptions. In a new article, we outline a framework for doing just that.

Recent experience suggests that attempts to resolve such vulnerabilities through large-scale military intervention will be costly and ineffective. The United States spent several trillion dollars on largely unsuccessful efforts to impose a stable political settlement in comparable contexts, such as Iraq and Afghanistan; attempting the same approach in Iran would be a fool's errand, given the country's size and complexity.

This points to the need for solutions that rely less on coercion and more on aligning economic incentives with America and Iran's shared interest in keeping the strait open. That may mean institutionalising today's emerging arrangement, by which Iran, in coordination with the Gulf states, guarantees safe transit for a fee. Such a system would resemble the agreement under the Montreux Convention that governs passage through the Turkish- controlled Bosphorus and Dardanelles Straits.

An Iranian toll based on Turkey's current transit fee of $5.83 (189.5 baht) per net tonne would be about $0.58 per oil barrel -- small enough, relative to the value of the goods, that shipping firms would not baulk at the expense or seek alternative routes. But, using the pre-war daily average of 20 million barrels transiting through the strait, such a toll would generate $4.3 billion annually, an amount large enough to create significant incentives for Iran to facilitate and ensure safe passage.

The economic case for a service-based toll system is strong. The costs are minimal compared to the huge economic losses associated with any disruption to shipping or the enormous expenditures required to attempt to secure the strait through sustained military operations.

Such a system could also benefit the US, whose existing security architecture in the Persian Gulf is expensive to maintain. Operational costs alone are estimated at $10-30 billion per year, which comes to $1.4-4.2 per barrel of oil passing through the strait. The full cost -- including the infrastructure required to sustain deployments -- is far higher, reaching $60-120 billion annually, equivalent to $8.4-16.8 per barrel.

These expenditures are a substantial hidden subsidy for the global economy, courtesy of the US. Oil-importing countries and Persian Gulf producers free-ride on secure transit routes but contribute little to their protection. In an era of shifting geopolitical priorities and mounting fiscal pressures, this imbalance has become harder to justify.

Instead of relying on an external guarantor, all the Gulf's littoral states should establish a regional framework, supported but not dominated by foreign powers, to coordinate maritime management, joint patrols, and intelligence sharing. The benefits of such a system, which can be financed by toll revenue, are clear: it would reduce costs, distribute responsibilities more evenly, and encourage cooperation among countries with a shared stake in stability. It would also reduce dependence on US military guarantees at a time when American strategic priorities are increasingly focused elsewhere.

Of course, sceptics will point to obvious obstacles like deep political mistrust, institutional weaknesses, and the absence of a comprehensive legal framework. These challenges are real, but they are not insurmountable. Comparable arrangements have emerged in similarly complex environments, often driven by necessity.

None of this implies that external powers should disengage entirely. Rather, their role should evolve from primary enforcer to facilitator and guarantor of a multilateral system. The goal is not to replace one form of dominance with another, but to build a more balanced and resilient security framework.

The Strait of Hormuz is a cornerstone of the global energy system. For many years, the US effectively managed its security; but this arrangement has become economically inefficient and politically asymmetrical in terms of responsibilities and burden-sharing. A cooperative regional security regime funded by transit charges offers a promising alternative that would benefit oil exporters, shippers, and consumers.

With coercion unlikely to succeed, persuasion becomes essential. Iran has both the capacity and the incentive to agree to a regional framework that ensures the safety of shipping in the strait. Such a framework would align that incentive with America's interests (and those of the broader international community), while also reducing the region's external dependency and, perhaps most importantly, enhancing long-term energy stability for everyone else. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Massoud Karshenas is Emeritus Professor of Economics at SOAS at the University of London. Hashem Pesaran, Emeritus Professor of Economics at the University of Southern California, is Emeritus Professor of Economics and a fellow at Trinity College at the University of Cambridge. Ron Smith is Emeritus Professor at the Birkbeck Business School at the University of London.
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																The recent Asean-EU ministerial meeting in Brunei's capital last week was a good indicator of how global developments have shaped their relationship. When they met in the same capital in 2012, the atmosphere was very different. At the time, the European Union took a more assertive stance, pressing the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) on issues such as human rights and governance. The meeting ended on a sour note due to the EU's focus on the situation in Myanmar, and only a three-page co-chair statement was issued.
By contrast, the meeting on April 28 this year was far more cordial, producing a 15-page joint statement -- the longest in the 74-year history of their relations.

Over the decades, cooperation between the two blocs has expanded significantly, but recent global developments have pushed them closer towards a full strategic partnership. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to a rules-based international order and multilateralism.

They now describe themselves as "co-creators".

The decision to grant the long-delayed Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) status to the EU reflects a new level in Asean-EU relations. The upgrade is expected to take place next year to mark the 75th anniversary of ties and will include a commemorative summit.

At the meeting, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow said Asean and the EU are facing shared pressures and challenges, particularly in relation to the situation in the Middle East.

These challenges, he noted, "test our resolve and carry implications that none of us can address alone."

For decades, Asean has pursued closer trade ties with the EU. So far, the EU has concluded free trade agreements only with Singapore and Vietnam. Negotiations with Thailand are ongoing and are expected to conclude later this year, while Indonesia, the Philippines and Malaysia are at similar stages.

However, questions remain as to why agreements are being pursued on a bilateral basis rather than through a bloc-to-bloc deal.

Mr Sihasak has called on the EU to accelerate talks on an Asean-EU free trade agreement, saying it would strengthen confidence in an open, rules-based economic system.

While Asean-EU economic ties remain substantial, there is room for growth, particularly given existing supply chains.

In 2024, total trade between the two blocs reached around US$420 billion (13.66 trillion baht), making the EU Asean's third-largest trading partner after China and Japan. EU investment in Asean stands at nearly US$400 billion.

At the same time, Asean countries are increasingly investing in the EU.

These figures underline the EU's role as a key long-term economic partner, especially in high-value and green sectors.

Looking ahead, there are high expectations for the EU's role in the region as global divisions deepen and the Indo-Pacific becomes increasingly central to global politics.

In this context, the Asean Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) is seen as relevant to the EU. Several EU member states have introduced their own Indo-Pacific strategies, though these have generally followed similar patterns and focused on external actors.

Maritime security cooperation is expected to be a key priority, as outlined in the AOIP. The EU could play a constructive role by supporting capacity-building efforts and promoting freedom of navigation in line with international law. Asean already has maritime cooperation arrangements with both the United States and China.

The EU has yet to issue a joint statement outlining its cooperation with Asean under the AOIP. Developing a coherent European approach to the Indo-Pacific that aligns with regional priorities will be important. Among EU members, only France has been particularly active in its engagement with Asean and was the first EU country to accede to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in 2007.

On regional issues, Myanmar remains a key concern for the EU.

While conflicts in Ukraine, the Middle East and the Korean Peninsula continue to dominate attention, the EU has adopted a more pragmatic approach towards Myanmar, even as it maintains strong criticism of the military authorities in Nay Pyi Taw.

Brussels is increasingly open to Asean's assessment and its Five-Point Consensus. The EU supports Asean-led efforts to resolve the crisis, though it remains unclear whether recent developments -- such as the reduction of Aung San Suu Kyi's sentence and her transfer to house arrest -- will lead to any breakthrough.

Quiet but high-level efforts are underway to invite Myanmar's Foreign Minister Tin Maung Swe to an upcoming Asean meeting in Cebu for informal talks on the sidelines of the 48th Asean Summit. The discussions are expected to focus on post-election developments in Myanmar, though consensus among Asean members will be required.

The Philippines, as current chair, has shown a greater willingness to re-engage with Myanmar following recent diplomatic outreach, including Foreign Secretary Maria Theresa Lazaro's visit to Nay Pyi Taw in January. However, divisions remain within Asean over whether Myanmar should be reintegrated at this stage, particularly in light of ongoing violence and limited progress on humanitarian access and inclusive political dialogue.

Thailand has reiterated that Myanmar must demonstrate "meaningful progress" in implementing the Five-Point Consensus. Asean is also considering appointing a permanent special envoy to Myanmar, replacing the current system of annual rotation, with senior officials working on the terms of reference.

Overall, evolving geopolitical dynamics have strengthened Asean-EU ties, positioning the partnership as a potentially stabilising force in an increasingly uncertain global order.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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									Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler 'recuperating' after emergency surgery in Portugal

									
								

									LONDON - Husky-voiced Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler was "recuperating" Thursday after emergency intestinal surgery in Portugal, a post on her official Instagram page said.
									The 74-year-old star, best known for her 1983 mega-hit "Total Eclipse of the Heart", was operated on at a hospital in Faro in southern Portugal, the post said.

Tyler shot to fame in the 1970s with hits including "Lost in France" and "It's a Hearthache". "Total Eclipse of the Heart" later topped the charts in both Britain and the United States.

"We are very sorry to announce that Bonnie has been admitted to hospital in Faro, Portugal, where she has a home, for emergency intestinal surgery," the Instagram post on Wednesday said.

"The surgery went well and she is now recuperating," it added.

The Grammy-nominated Tyler, who was born Gaynor Hopkins, is due to tour Europe later this year to mark 50 years since the release of "Lost in France" which was her breakthrough hit in 1976.

Other hits include "Holding Out For A Hero" in 1984 which featured on the soundtrack to the huge US box office success "Footloose".

In 2013, Tyler represented the UK in the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, with the song "Believe In Me", finishing in 19th place.

She was recognised in 2022 by the late Queen Elizabeth II who before her death awarded her an honour for her five-decades-long music career.
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									New movies out this week: May 7-13

									'Mortal Kombat II' is the second installment in live-action Mortal Kombat reboot series
								

									Seven new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Iron Maiden: Burning Ambition

Directed by Malcolm Venville.

Who's in it?

Steve Harris, Bruce Dickinson and Nicko McBrain.

What's it about? 

Spanning five decades, Iron Maiden: Burning Ambition charts their iconic rise to become one of the biggest bands in music history.

Why watch it? 

The trailer proclaims the band are talking about their story for "the first time" yet their story was already covered with interviews from all members and ex-members in Matthew Amos' film History Of Iron Maiden (2004) and Pt.2 (2008).

[image: ]

Khao Kala

Directed by Tanadej Ramsomphob

Who's in it? 

Ticha Wongtipkanon, Prang Prangthip Talang, Toffy Siwadon Chantanasewi, R Arnuttaphol Sirichumsaeng, Dew Pattarapol Kantapoj and Kong Huayrai. 

What's it about? 

The movie revolves around a notorious Thai hilltop in Nakhon Sawan where a group believes they can communicate with aliens from Pluto.

Why watch it? 

Dubbed "Thailand's first UFO Movie", focusing on the claims of the Khao Kala meditation centre.

[image: ]

Ghost In The Cell

Directed by Joko Anwar.

Who's in it? 

Abimana Aryasatya, Almanzo Konoralma and Aming Sugandhi.

What's it about? 

A notorious prison, an invisible force starts killing inmates brutally, compelling enemy gangs and corrupt guards to work together as they try to survive the mounting bloodshed.

Why watch it?

Comedy, horror from Indonesia.

[image: ]

Billie Eilish: Hit Me Hard and Soft - The Tour Live in 3D

Directed by James Cameron and Billie Eilish.

Who's in it? 

James Cameron, Billie Eilish and Finneas O'Connell.

What's it about? 

A 3D concert film, documenting the Manchester shows.

[image: ]

Mortal Kombat II

Directed by Simon McQuoid.

Who's in it? 

Karl Urban, Ludi Lin and Jessica McNamee.

What's it about? 

The fan favourite champions -- now joined by Johnny Cage himself -- are pitted against one another in the ultimate battle to defeat the dark rule of Shao Kahn that threatens the very existence of the Earthrealm and its defenders.

Why watch it? 

Greg Russo, who co-wrote Mortal Kombat (2021), told Collider he sees the reboot as a trilogy with the first film set before the tournament, the second film set during the tournament, and the third film set post-tournament.

[image: ]

Mother Mary

Directed by David Lowery.

Who's in it? 

Anne Hathaway, Michaela Coel and Hunter Schafer.

What's it about? 

Long-buried wounds rise to the surface when iconic pop star Mother Mary reunites with her estranged best friend and former costume designer, Sam Anselm, on the eve of her comeback performance.

Why watch it?

Filming happened over the course of 14 months.



Premiering on May 13

[image: ]

Enhypen VR Concert: Immersion 

Who's in it?

Jungwon, Heeseung, Jay, Jake, Sunghoon, Sunoo and Ni-Ki.

What's it about?

An immersive concert with a VR headset, featuring global hits like "Bite Me" and "XO (Only If You Say Yes)", along with the heartfelt fan song "Highway 1009", the special concert delivers Enhypen's powerful performances and unique presence on the big screen.
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									Young psychologists reflect Thai society under strain

									Mental health awareness is growing, but people still find talking about emotions difficult
								

									Once a niche subject, psychology has gained significant traction in Thailand over the past decade. Public conversation is shifting, with mental well-being receiving greater attention. More people are willing to talk about it, more open to acknowledging its importance, and increasingly aware of how neglecting it can affect society at large.
									This shift has also brought renewed attention to those working in the field -- psychologists.

Unlike psychiatrists, psychologists do not prescribe medication. Instead, they focus on talk therapy and behavioural interventions, playing a vital role in helping people confront one of the most complex dimensions of being human -- emotions.

Against this backdrop, the Bangkok Post spoke with two young clinical psychologists to ask: what does it mean to work through dialogue in a society only beginning to speak openly about mental health?

'Emotions are already difficult for Thai people'

Theerawan Deebanklong, a 29-year-old psychologist at a public hospital in Bangkok, pointed to a cultural pattern that has long shaped Thai society.

"Many patients come in unable to identify their emotions," she said. "They cry but cannot explain what they feel, particularly because emotions have been suppressed for so long."

With six years in the profession, Theerawan explained that Thai society has often taught people not to have negative emotions, reinforced by the use of the prefix "khi" in everyday Thai language. The word typically functions as a prefix to expand the meaning of a noun or verb with a negative connotation -- describing an overly habitual behaviour.

Examples include khi moho (short-tempered), khi ngud ngid (easily annoyed), khi kangwon (overly anxious) and khi klua (easily fearful).

"Because of this, people avoid emotions instead of understanding them," Theerawan said. "But in reality, is it possible not to have them?"

She added that people often speak in terms of thoughts rather than emotions: "'I feel like they shouldn't do that' instead of 'I'm angry' or 'I'm sad.'"

As attitudes begin to shift, she urged people to learn to understand emotions. In her words: "They do not harm anyone; they simply tell the holder what is happening, and then they pass." 

[image: ]
"Seeing patients improve -- being able to go back and live their lives -- that feels good," says clinical therapist Theerawan Deebanklong, 29.



Mental strain in today's Thailand  

Beyond cultural attitudes, social and economic realities are adding new layers of pressure. Rising economic stress leaves many struggling to manage their lives, Theerawan observed, while the fast-paced, competitive environment intensifies the strain.

"Productivity has become a relentless benchmark, while resting is seen as wasted time," she said. "Yet true productivity requires sleep."

Society tells people success must come by a certain age, with certain achievements such as owning a car, a house or a business. Theerawan questions who sets these definitions of success.

"People are unknowingly chasing someone else's finish line, which might not match what their lives really need. And society's expectations never end," she said.

Parenting styles, too, reflect this shift. Some parents overprotect, shielding children from failure, while others neglect. Both extremes can be harmful. "Children must learn that falling and rising again is valuable."

Urassaya Klomlerk, 24, now in her sixth month as a clinical therapist at a public hospital in Nonthaburi, echoed the concern. Since her internship at Thailand's Mental Health Hotline, she has frequently encountered cases of violence. "These include physical and emotional violence in families or in romantic relationships."

Easy access to media also plays a role, she added. Children raised on screens may face attention difficulties and future psychiatric issues, while adults exposed to constant news cycles struggle to manage stress. "Economic headlines, social crises -- these weigh heavily when media is always within reach," she explained.

Is the profession valued enough?

While awareness of mental health is increasing, the young therapists noted that the government system still does not prioritise the profession.

Is it worth the pay? "Not really," Urassaya replied. "There are few government positions for psychotherapists, even though many graduates pass the exams yearly."

To become a clinical psychologist requires at least a six-month internship followed by passing the examination for Licensed Practitioner of the Healing Arts.

Theerawan added that workload has also been a concern. "Previously, I worked at a protection centre where there was only one psychologist handling about 500 cases. And at my current hospital, the patient queue already extends into next month."

She emphasised that improving Thailand's mental health services requires long-term effort. "It may take at least a decade, as society has overlooked it for so long," she said, adding that psychological outcomes are difficult to measure, unlike physical ones, which makes progress less visible.

"But if more attention were given to mental health -- not just psychologists but the whole field -- the country could improve," said Theerawan, who once worked in the private sector.

"For example, drug abuse is rising. If we invest in mental health education from childhood, or educate parents, these problems could decrease, returning a quality population to society." 

Yet the system has struggled to keep pace. Thailand has roughly 1.5 psychologists per 100,000 people, a ratio that reflects a significant shortage, particularly outside major cities.

According to the Thai Health Report 2025, about 13.4 million Thais claimed to have experienced mental health problems. People aged 45-59 report the lowest happiness levels, while people aged 15-29 are more at risk of stress, anxiety, depression and suicidal tendencies due to academic pressure, fear of missing out, family violence and social expectations.

The vast majority still do not access formal care -- highlighting both stigma and limited service capacity.

"Stress can come from working with drug addiction cases," Urassaya recalled her interning period at the Princess Mother National Institute on Drug Abuse Treatment. "If you don't understand these patients, you can burn out easily because it's a repetitive cycle."

Part of it is also the law, she pointed out. In Thailand, if someone is caught using drugs, without other offences, they can choose between treatment and legal punishment.

"And many surely choose the treatment system, but they may not actually want to quit. My seniors there saw the same faces keep coming back."

However, from a psychologist's perspective, these patients are seen differently than by society, she said, and what the professionals do is to offer help but keep in mind that one session does not guarantee recovery.

[image: ]
"Even if patients have the same diagnosis, their stories are different. So being a therapist feels like endless learning -- every case brings new experiences," says 24-year-old clinical therapist Urassaya Klomlerk.



AI in therapy: a rising trend  

Both psychologists acknowledged that artificial intelligence (AI) is beginning to appear in their work.

Urassaya stressed that she does not fear AI replacing her job, but worries about its impact on patients' grasp of reality.

"It's a double-edged sword," she said. "On one hand, chatbots can help patients vent and become more aware of their emotions. But if they rely too heavily, they risk losing touch with reality -- forgetting that the chat isn't truly there."

She has already encountered patients who manage stress through AI conversations, but cautions that psychologists must remind them: "This tool cannot always be with you. You have to return to yourself and check that you are still grounded."

Theerawan added that cases involving AI are increasing, especially among university students. While using AI for consultation is "not entirely wrong", she warned of bias in AI conversations. "AI often sides with the user, praising or affirming them, which can backfire if the timing is off."

She sees potential for AI as a screening tool for mental health, but not as a substitute for therapy. "Most of the time, talks with AI are formed by users' prompts. When patients meet a psychologist, they may be asked questions they have never asked themselves before -- something AI cannot replicate."

Asked about safe limits, Urassaya said, "It becomes harmful when one feels they cannot make everyday decisions without AI, suggesting their self-esteem has dropped to zero."

Theerawan suggested that short-term use may be acceptable for mild stress, provided it does not exceed two weeks and does not involve suicidal or violent thoughts. But prolonged dependence can interfere with work and daily life, she said.

She mentioned a newly identified psychological phenomenon, "AI-less phobia", which is anxiety about living without AI and has only emerged in recent years, even amid fears of AI replacing human jobs.
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									Studio Ghibli awarded Spain's 'Nobel Prize' for communication, humanities

									
								

									The Japanese animation production company Studio Ghibli was awarded the Princess of Asturias Award, considered the Spanish equivalent of the Nobel Prize, for communication and humanities in 2026, according to the foundation.
									"Its productions are characterised by great creativity, handcrafted animation and the exploration of themes such as love of nature, tolerance and respect for human beings, especially the elderly," the Princess of Asturias Foundation said on Wednesday.

The awards ceremony is usually held at the end of October in Oviedo, northern Spain.

The Princess of Asturias Foundation was established in 1980 by the then Prince of Asturias, now King Felipe VI, and has bestowed awards since 1981. It includes eight categories including arts, sports, technical and scientific research, and international cooperation.

Haruki Murakami became the first Japanese national to win the award in literature in 2023.

The accolade for Ghibli comes after the studio was presented with the honorary Palme d'Or, an award granted to those who have long distinguished themselves in cinema, at the Cannes Film Festival in 2024.
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									50,000 gather for glimpse of BTS in Mexico City

									K-pop idols visit visit president before beginning three-night run of concerts
								

									MEXICO CITY - Around 50,000 fans of K-pop superstars BTS gathered outside Mexico's National Palace on Wednesday to get a look at the group, who waved to the crowd from a balcony after meeting with President Claudia Sheinbaum.
									BTS will perform shows in Mexico City on May 7, 9, and 10, with more than 135,000 tickets for the stadium showcase getting snapped up in a matter of minutes.

The group returned to the world spotlight in March after an almost four-year pause so its members could carry out their obligatory military service.

Kim Nam-joon, one of the members of the group, said to the crowd in Spanish: "I love you, I adore you. Thank you very much!"

"I already told them they have to come back next year," Sheinbaum said, later posting a photo with the group and holding their latest album ARIRANG.

Lizeth Zarate, a coordinator for the Zocalo -- Mexico City's main square located in front of the presidential palace -- said the Wednesday crowd was around 50,000.

"They're my whole world," Estefany Victoriano, a 25-year-old secretary, told AFP.

Another onlooker, 18-year-old Zoe Perez, was on the verge of tears.

"I'm speechless, and it's a very beautiful feeling to see them in person. Since I couldn't get tickets, well, it makes me a little emotional," she said.
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									B80-million Thai-language AI project launched

									Government-backed large language model venture to strengthen national AI system and skills
								

									The government is preparing to launch a new Thai large language model (LLM) project intended to secure artificial intelligence (AI) sovereignty and drive the country's digital economy.
									The 80-million-baht project is meant to build a foundational AI infrastructure in Thailand that deeply understands the Thai language, culture and context, said Patchara Anuntasilpa, the permanent secretary of the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (DES).

"Digital technology and AI are no longer merely support tools. They are becoming fundamental, a digital infrastructure for the future," he said on Wednesday.

The DES ministry has partnered with the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation to launch the ThaiLLM Foundation Model.

The development of ThaiLLM is regarded as an urgent economic necessity, Mr Patchara said. While Thai GDP growth has slowed to 1-2%, the digital economy has recorded steady growth of 3-4%, helping to drive the economy.

"Our goal is to build the national AI infrastructure for the country," he said.

To rapidly accelerate AI skills in the workforce, the ministry is preparing to distribute 5 million premium AI service rights, including global platforms and ThaiLLM, to various sectors within a year.

He said the real-world usage data generated from this massive rollout will be fed back into ThaiLLM to perfect the model.

"Having a national model significantly reduces costs for government agencies and businesses, including startups, to build self-hosted applications as developers will not be burdened by token fees, allowing rapid, cost-effective scaling," said Tiranee Achalakul, president of the Big Data Institute.

Rather than competing with global tech giants via billion-dollar investments, ThaiLLM focuses on local context, performing when queried about Thai laws, culture, and specific localised knowledge.

The project has established a National Data Bank, gathering data not only from web scraping, for which the Thai language accounts for less than 0.05% of the global internet, but also from significant contributions from government bodies such as the National Research Council of Thailand, the Office of the Council of State and the National Library.

ThaiLLM developed 8B and 30B foundation models under an open-licence and open-weight approach, enabling developers to download and build specialised, fine-tuned models.

The models are trained using public datasets and data contributed through collaborations across both public and private sectors, including legal, research, and news-related information within the Thai context.

The project is a cross-sector collaboration funded by the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund, with a budget of 80 million baht in fiscal 2024.

Nearly 8,000 developers are testing and using the platform's application programming interfaces and chat sandboxes.

Real-world applications are already live, including a medical screening chatbot to give preliminary health advice and a tourism bot.

"This is state infrastructure preparing to be passed on for people to build upon for free," said Ms Tiranee. "Ultimately, it should be able to advance faster because we have our own foundation."

By using the LANTA supercomputer at the National Science and Technology Development Agency for local processing, Thailand can significantly reduce cloud costs while ensuring sensitive national data remains securely within the country, said Punpermsak Aruni, deputy permanent secretary of the higher education ministry.

The ministry is also mobilising AI researchers and specialists from 150 universities and six research institutions nationwide to refine datasets and strengthen the model's understanding of complex Thai contexts, including government systems and legal frameworks.

It is also accelerating AI workforce development through new curricula and training programmes to prepare talent for the growing AI infrastructure.
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									The best of Anne Hathaway

									
								

									Anne Hathaway has just returned as Andy Sachs in The Devil Wears Prada 2, a sequel to the 2006 hit film. Twenty years later, the leading cast including Meryl Streep, Stanley Tucci and Emily Blunt return in their iconic roles portraying the high-fashion journalism industry.
									This week, Hathaway's new film Mother Mary is released in Thai cinemas. Directed by David Lowery, the movie follows an iconic pop star who -- after reuniting with her estranged best friend and former costume designer on the eve of her comeback performance -- discovers long-buried wounds that eventually rise to the surface.

Apart from the two films that are both available in Thai theatres now, here are some of Hathaway's celebrated works.

[image: Mother Mary. ]
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The Princess Diaries

In 2001, Hathaway became known in her breakout role as Mia Thermopolis, a teenager who discovers she is actually a princess. From an ordinary girl who finds out she is the heiress to the throne of Genovia, Mia tries to navigate the rest of her 15th year. Also starring the legendary Julie Andrews as Queen of Genovia.

[image: The Princess Diaries. ]
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The Intern

Hathaway stars as Jules Ostin, the workaholic founder and CEO of an online fashion site, who never pays attention to anything in life except work until she meets 70-year-old Ben Whittaker (Robert De Niro), who applies as an intern at Jules' office. Working together, a generational bond develops and the two learn life lessons from each other.

[image: The Intern. ]
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Alice Through The Looking Glass

In Tim Burton's award-winning film, Hathaway plays Mirana of Marmoreal, or the White Queen, who is the younger sister of the Red Queen. Mirana is kind and gentle, always offering help to Alice in her adventures.

[image: Alice Through The Looking Glass.]
Alice Through The Looking Glass.
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									Creative History Club hosts Thai-Viet heritage seminar

									
								

									Despite being more than 1,000km apart with differences in language, culture and politics, Thailand and Vietnam are closer than you think. The closeness is reflected in prehistoric artefacts such as various kinds of beads as well as mahoratuek drums originating in the Bronze Age.
									On Saturday, the Creative History Club in cooperation with Seameo Spafa, the Siam Tassana Group and Piriya Krairiksh Foundation will organise a seminar titled "From Beads To Bronze Drums" in Prince Damrong Room at the National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Road, from 8am to 4pm.

It will gather a group of experts and scholars, namely Merika Sa-nguanwong of the Fine Arts Department; Wannaporn Rienjang of Thammasat University's Sociology and Humanities Faculty; and Pira Venunan of Silpakorn University's Archeology Faculty. They will touch on shared heritage between the two countries and the significance of such proximity in today's relations.

The event is part of a year-round programme under the creative history theme. It will be conducted in Thai and wrapped up with a museum tour, focusing on artefacts from the Cham era.

There is no admission fee and registrations can be made via bit.ly/4ep3I3f.

For more information, call 02-280-4022.
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									Dhamma In The Garden returns to Benjakitti Park

									
								

									Interested people are invited to reconnect with their well-being at the third Dhamma In The Garden, which will take place at Benjakitti Park, next to Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Ratchadaphisek Road, this Saturday morning from 8.30am to 10am.
									The morning offers a peaceful outdoor experience designed to help you slow down, reflect and care for your health more mindfully. It will feature a health talk that encourages participants to rethink sugar in a fast-paced world, rebalance health and reduce hidden sugar risks.

In today's fast-paced lifestyle filled with deadlines, long hours and convenience-driven eating, sugar consumption is quietly increasing. Health experts warn that sugar is not only found in obvious treats, but also in familiar dishes and processed foods which, when consumed regularly, may raise blood sugar levels and increase the risk of non-communicable diseases including diabetes, high cholesterol and hypertension.

At the same time, sedentary behaviour and chronic stress further contribute to rising health risks by reducing energy expenditure and triggering frequent snacking.

According to the World Health Organization, more than 800 million people worldwide are living with diabetes -- a number that continues to grow, reflecting modern lifestyle habits.

Today, taking care of your health is no longer about eliminating sweetness altogether, but about learning to rebalance -- your diet, your movement and your state of mind.

In the upcoming session Dr Nareelak Klinsukon, a specialist in diabetes, endocrinology and metabolism from Phyathai 2 Hospital, will share practical insights on how to enjoy sweetness mindfully -- without overindulging and in a way that fits real everyday life.

There is no admission fee. Mats and seating are provided. To register, visit event.nccthailand.com.
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									A cultural immersion

									Rotorua in New Zealand offers a blend of culture, nature, adventure and wellness
								

									With bubbling earth, lush forests and Maori culture, Rotorua, a three-hour drive from Auckland on New Zealand's North Island, is an immersive city.
									And by that I mean, Rotorua embraces you and gets you down and dirty with all things Kiwi, literally. Rotorua is famous for its geothermal sights (which you may smell as soon as you enter city limits) and is also a thriving centre for Maori cultural experiences. The city centre is built around the southern shores of Lake Rotorua, which is a large crater lake. A walk along the lake shore at sunset or sunrise is stunning.

Even the visitor's centre building looks more like a historical site than an office. With a bustling food scene, there is an entire street dedicated to food called Eat Street. Though a rather unique way to have lunch is at Secret Spot Hot Tubs.

Nestled alongside the serene Whakarewarewa Forest, the place has an onsite food truck where you can choose from a menu and then eat with your feet soaking in a cedar hot tub. The Shinnie Dip tubs are free with any purchase from the food truck.

Te Pa Tu

Rotorua is the birthplace of Maori tourism, the one place to immerse in the rich traditions, customs and beliefs of New Zealand's indigenous Maori people. The first stop would be an evening spent at Te Pa Tu, which begins with the spine-tingling traditional pohiri (welcoming ceremony). You will also experience the call of the kuia, learn to dance with poi or perform the powerful haka.

Te Pa Tu celebrates seasonal kai (food), all cooked in the traditional hangi (steamed) way. For Maori, kai is integral to any special gathering, so you'll step into the tawa forest canopy for seasonal kai horotai (canapes) and after the fun and games have ended, a lavish three-course family-share hakari (feast).

Tu Te Ihi, available May through October, is the four-hour Matariki feast linked to the Matariki cluster of stars and marks the start of the new year for Maori. Tu Te Ra, running from November through April, is the summer offering, aligned with the maramataka, the Maori lunar calendar. It explores concepts, rituals and stories of ancient Maori warfare and of peace. Though each feast is what the Maori eat today, which is quite modern, showcasing how evolving yet traditional the culture is.

Te Puia

Another immersive, yet slightly different experience is at Te Puia, hidden within the Te Whakarewarewa Thermal Valley. A visit here also gives you a look at the ever elusive kiwis (the bird, not the people) at the specially-designed nocturnal enclosure in the Kiwi Conservation Centre, dedicated to preserving the iconic animal.

[image: Te Puia Rotorua geothermal park. photo courtesy of Tourism New Zealand]
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A guided tour takes you through dramatic geysers, bubbling mud and beautiful native bush, where you'll be introduced to the trees that produce the honey that New Zealand is so well known for -- manuka.

On the walk, you can get up close (though not personal) to the Pohutu Geyser, the largest active geyser in the southern hemisphere.

If you manage to take your eyes off the geysers, you can also catch carvers and weavers keep traditional skills alive at the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute, where students learn weaving, wood, stone and bone carving. The wananga (school) serves as a beacon for indigenous culture and don't worry, there is also a shop and an art gallery for the fancier and more expensive works.

At Te Puia, you can also witness a Haka though it may vary from Te Pa Tu and are treated to traditional Maori cultural performances. To end your visit, dine at Pataka Kai Restaurant, which overlooks the geothermal valley.

Wai Ariki Hot Springs and Spa

New Zealand's only luxury Maori cultural spa, on the shores of Lake Rotorua and owned by local tribe Ngati Whakaue, Wai Ariki Hot Springs and Spa is where you slow down, breathe deeply, reconnecting with yourself, nature and with the healing geothermal waters.
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The spa features Wai Whakaora -- The Restorative Journey, a signature two-hour, seven-step experience blending geothermal bathing, steam, mud therapy, contrast therapy and sacred spaces. Also, enjoy the Puna Tumataiti Geothermal Private Pools or Ngawha Private Baths, offering a deeply intimate geothermal soak enhanced with Maori-infused products and therapeutic mud.

If communal destressing isn't your thing, the Ahuru Mowai Spa Sanctuary offers luxury massage, facials and body rituals grounded in te ao Maori or native botanicals, essential oils and traditional healing practices.

Waimangu Volcanic Valley

Between the 1840s-1880s, Rotorua was a magnet for travellers drawn by the allure of a spectacular geothermal wonder -- the Pink and White Terraces. These breathtaking silica formations, often hailed as the Eighth Wonder of the World, featured cascading pools of hot, mineral-rich water that offered the perfect setting for a rejuvenating bath.
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The eruption of Mount Tarawera in 1886 may have buried the Pink and White Terraces, but left dramatic landscape changes that created the world's youngest geothermal valley. It is a place that showcases spectacular volcanic craters, enormous hot water springs, beautiful geothermal features, rare and unusual plant life, brilliantly coloured microbiology and a wide array of birds.

The two-hour, self-guided walk offers some of the best walking trails in Rotorua, set amongst awe-inspiring volcanic craters and incredible geothermal activity. It's all mostly downhill, through pristine New Zealand bush and there is nothing like it. Along the trail, you'll pass the world's largest hot spring, the Mount Haszard trail and the brilliant blue Inferno Crater.

Though it does end in a treat at the beautiful Lake Rotomahana, where you can take a 45-minute cruise at the final resting place of the Pink and White Terraces. It is a rather peaceful and exciting boat trip offering views of geothermal activity only accessible by boat and rare native birdlife.

Fear not, there is a shuttle bus to take you back up to the Waimangu Visitor Centre.

Redwoods Whakarewarewa Forest

A 5,600-hectare enchanting wonderland home to the oldest exotic forests in New Zealand, the Redwoods Whakarewarewa Forest began in 1901 as an experiment to test the suitability of different native and exotic forest species for commercial planting. Today, it is a place where forest bathing takes you to new heights.
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The treewalk is 700m long, spans 28 suspension bridges, has 27 platforms and takes some 40 minutes to complete if you don't stop and sit and do some forest bathing meditation, like I did.

With the walkway ranging from 9m-20m, it gives you a unique bird's-eye perspective of the forest below and the treetops above, amid the 120-year-old redwoods. Don't forget to spot the New Zealand iconic silver ferns, too!

Rotorua is where Maori culture is alive and celebrated, the earth steams and bubbles beneath your feet, and lush forests meet sparkling lakes. Whether you're unwinding in natural geothermal spas or hiking trails, Rotorua offers something for everyone, leaving a lasting impression.



Be spellbound

While travelling by road from Auckland to Rotorua, a stop at Waitomo is a must as magic awaits. Home to New Zealand's brightest glowworm caves, Waitomo has many tours that take you through the caves. However, I highly recommend the Spellbound tour and make sure to request that Pete, the owner be your guide.

[image: Glowworm caves in Waitomo. photo: Nianne-Lynn Hendricks]
Glowworm caves in Waitomo. (Photo: Nianne-Lynn Hendricks)




There are three tours to choose from and I went for the The Essential Glowworm Tour. A short drive and walk to look at the beautiful landscape is much needed before heading downhill, walking alongside a stream to get you to the mouth of the cave. At this point, you may see Pete pick up wild eels in the stream and move them closer to the cameras to feed them snails. A sight to behold, really!

Though, it is the walk inside the cave that is the real beauty. Give your eyes some time to adjust to the darkness and once they do, lo and behold, tiny, magical flashing blue lights appear to dot the ceiling of the cave. You are quickly ushered into a small boat and taken on a 20-minute ride into the cave to see the brightest glowworms. And, fear not, Pete is well-versed in all the camera angles and settings, so you'll have plenty of proof that you were in the cave.

Fun fact: Waitomo's brightest glowworm cave as filmed by Sir David Attenborough.



In the Shire

It would be a shame not to stop over at Hobbiton enroute to Rotorua. Home of the Hobbiton Movie Set where The Lord Of The Rings and The Hobbit trilogies were filmed. Located on a 505-hectare sheep and beef farm nestled in the rolling green hills just outside of Matamata, The Shire is where Middle-Earth stands.

[image: The Hobbiton Movie Set. photo courtesy of Hobbiton Movie Set]
The Hobbiton Movie Set. (Photo courtesy of Hobbiton Movie Set)




The tour takes some 2.5 hours through the movie set, showcasing the intricate details, pointing out the most famous locations and explaining how movie magic was made. Journey past the colourful Hobbit Hole doors that scatter the hillsides, including the iconic Bag End, home of Bilbo and Frodo Baggins, before arriving at Bagshot Row for a glimpse of the interior of a humble Hobbit's home.

Designed and crafted by the creative teams behind the film trilogies, Bagshot Row offers a glimpse into the charming dwellings of Hobbits going about daily life in the Shire. I wanted to move in and not leave, it is that cosy and inviting.

Continue along the pathways past The Millhouse, across the double-arch stone bridge and into the world-famous Green Dragon Inn, where you can enjoy a complimentary ginger beer from the Hobbit Southfarthing range to end the Middle-Earth adventure.
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