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        Rubio visits Rome aiming to repair White House ties with Pope Leo
        Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli, Adam Taylor

        Relations between the United States and the Vatican are at a low point over President Donald Trump's attacks on Leo, who is a leading critic of the war in Iran.

      

      
        Democrats see Senate control within reach -- but some big hurdles remain
        Theodoric Meyer

        The political terrain remains forbidding, but the president's crumbling approval ratings and the Iran war's weight on the economy offer the party an opening.

      

      
        Undeterred by polls and courts, Trump pushes ballroom, honors donors
        Cat Zakrzewski, Isaac Arnsdorf, Jonathan Edwards

        Amid the war with Iran, surging gas prices and backlash to his immigration policies, the president continues to dedicate extensive time to his signature project.

      

      
        Federal workers had their annual award show. Many were too afraid to show up.
        Meryl Kornfield

        A year after the U.S. DOGE Service dramatically slashed the civil service, government workers are still spooked about getting on the Trump administration's bad side.

      

      
        Judge denies request to return 2020 ballots seized from Fulton County, Georgia
        Jeremy Roebuck

        The FBI's seizure of Fulton County's voting materials has stoked alarm among election officials and democracy advocates.

      

      
        Court releases purported suicide note from Jeffrey Epstein
        Jeremy Roebuck, Maegan Vazquez

        The note, which was discovered by Epstein's former cellmate, had been under seal for years. No court or investigative agency has vouched for its authenticity.

      

      
        FBI raids business of state Sen. L. Louise Lucas, a key Virginia Democrat
        Gregory S. Schneider, Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck

        The offices of state Sen. L. Louise Lucas, a Democrat, as well as a cannabis dispensary she co-owns were raided. The exact nature and targets of the probe remain unclear.

      

      
        Lutnick testifies before congressional panel investigating Epstein
        Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez

        The commerce secretary participated in a voluntary interview with the House Oversight Committee to explain his ties to the late financier and convicted sex offender.

      

      
        Sen. Susan Collins discloses 'essential tremor' diagnosis to explain shaking
        Dan Merica, Liz Goodwin

        The Maine senator who is up for reelection this year described her condition as 'extremely common' with 'absolutely no impact on my ability to do my job.'

      

      
        Justice Department launches civil rights probe into prosecutor in Virginia
        Juan Benn Jr., Salvador Rizzo

        Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano (D) has been under attack from Republicans over his handling of cases involving immigrant defendants.

      

      
        Trump hosts UFC fighters in Oval Office, touts Iran progress
        Cat Zakrzewski

        The unusual White House scene highlighted President Donald Trump's diverse set of priorities as he juggles a war with event planning.

      

      
        Trump lashes out at Pope Leo again ahead of Rubio trip to Rome
        Anthony Faiola

        The criticism of the pontiff's stance on Iran highlighted what Vatican officials have described as an unprecedented low in relations with the United States.

      

      
        Poll finds broad rejection of religion-related messages from Trump, Hegseth
        Michelle Boorstein, Scott Clement

        Americans rate Pope Leo positively but are deeply critical of the president's social media post that appeared to depict him as Jesus, the Post-ABC-Ipsos poll found.
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Europe
Rubio visits Rome aiming to repair White House ties with Pope Leo
Relations between the United States and the Vatican are at a low point over President Donald Trump's attacks on Leo, who is a leading critic of the war in Iran.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio during a news briefing on May 5. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


By Anthony Faiola, Stefano Pitrelli, Adam Taylor | 2026-05-07
ROME -- Secretary of State Marco Rubio met Thursday with Pope Leo XIV with relations between the Vatican and the White House at a low point over President Donald Trump's repeated, direct criticism of the U.S.-born pontiff who has emerged as a leading global critic of the war in Iran and of the administration's invocation of God in pursuing military action that has resulted in the deaths of thousands.
Rubio was at the Vatican for roughly two hours on Thursday, meeting with both the pope and Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's secretary of state. The small U.S. delegation included Sergio Gor, the U.S. ambassador to India, who is a personal friend of Rubio's and a prominent Catholic in the Trump administration.
Rubio and the pope discussed the "situation in the Middle East and topics of mutual interest in the Western Hemisphere," according to a statement from State Department spokesperson Tommy Pigott. The meeting underscored the "strong relationship" between the Vatican and Washington, as well as their "shared commitment to promoting peace and human dignity," Pigott said.
The meeting with Parolin, meanwhile, saw a review of "ongoing humanitarian efforts in the Western Hemisphere and efforts to achieve a durable peace in the Middle East," as well as efforts at "advancing religious freedom," Pigott said.
Thursday's meetings came after Trump's criticism of Pope Leo, including a new broadside on Monday·, fomented an unprecedented rift that now divides the world's leading political superpower and the head of its largest Christian faith.
Publicly, both sides have sought to minimize the rift, but the Holy See, in its stoic way, has taken deep offense at Trump's missives even as the still-novice pope has risen to the challenge posed by the unorthodox president and his unpredictable utterances.
Asked before Thursday's meetings if the breach between the United States and the Vatican is at its widest point, a senior Vatican official said: "Vatican diplomacy wouldn't say that, but in formal terms, I think it's fairly obvious."
Speaking of Trump's sharp criticism of Leo, the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity in order speak frankly about sensitive diplomacy, added: "I don't think such tones have ever been used."
"There is a rhetorical tension that could discourage conversation -- a theatrical conflict that we can still move past very quickly," the official said. "It's in both sides' best interests that a high-quality conversation should be had."
Rubio's visit to meet the pope -- his second in just under a year -- marked an unusually high level of engagement for a secretary of state and the leader of the Catholic Church. Rubio, who is also the acting White House national security adviser, is one of only a handful of practicing Catholics to have served as America's top diplomat.

Pope Leo XIV walks after delivering a speech during the swearing-in ceremony of new Swiss Guards at the Vatican on Wednesday. (Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)


John F. Kerry, who was raised Catholic but had public disagreements with the church on abortion and some other issues, met twice with Pope Francis while secretary of state in the Obama administration and twice while serving as climate envoy during the Biden administration.
Francis met with Mike Pompeo, an evangelical Christian and secretary of state during the first Trump administration, in 2019. However, the late Argentine pope declined a second meeting with Pompeo the following year, citing impending U.S. elections.
The Iran war -- and Trump's attacks -- have emerged as the catalyst of Leo's evolution. One year into his papacy, he has transformed in recent weeks from the "quiet pope" to a more forceful, outspoken figure.
The view from Vatican City is that, in Leo, Trump has met perhaps his greatest antagonist, one potentially more damaging to Republican interests than virtually any other of the president's many targets of vitriol. In a manner shockingly persistent for a pope, Leo repeatedly has responded to Trump, calling out falsehoods, preaching peace and what he describes as the "true Gospel" with humble reserve.
It is, perhaps, a role that some cardinals envisioned when they elected Robert Francis Prevost, a native son of Chicago and adoptive citizen of Peru, some three and half months after Trump's second inauguration to be the first American pope.
Some MAGA Catholics have quibbled with Leo's interpretations of the Gospel, arguing that he is being too dichotomous about God's will never backing war. But Leo has also found himself swimming downstream, carried by a tide of public opinion on both sides of the Atlantic that is resoundingly opposed to the Iran war.
For Trump, the spat with Leo -- like the Iran war -- has provided distraction from unwanted headlines on, say, the Jeffrey Epstein scandal. But as the midterm elections approach, the president's poll numbers are tanking and his support among U.S. Catholics -- a constituency he overwhelming won in 2024 -- has plunged by 10 percentage points, to 38 percent, compared to 2024, according to a new Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.
The same poll found that two-thirds of Americans surveyed reacted positively to Leo asking Americans to contact Congress to work for peace and reject war. Nearly 60 percent responded negatively to Trump's false claim that the pope said "it's okay for Iran to have a nuclear weapon."
The Rev. Antonio Spadaro, undersecretary of the Vatican's Dicastery for Culture and Education, told The Washington Post that the White House is aware that sidelining the church is not a viable option.
"With the midterm elections approaching, there is growing pressure to reconnect with Catholic voters -- a key component of the MAGA coalition -- many of whom have become unsettled by the present strains and disagreements," Spadaro said.
For the Vatican, Trump's still notable support among conservative American Catholics is an important consideration given the U.S. Catholic Church is one of the wealthiest in the world, and helps finance charitable endeavors and other Holy See operations. By nature, defusing tension is also the Vatican's default diplomatic strategy.
The meeting between Leo and Rubio is set to be their second. A day after the pope's Inauguration Mass last May, Rubio joined Vice President JD Vance, a Catholic convert, for a private audience at the Vatican. Vatican officials privately call Rubio a logical Trump emissary, and assess him to be more diplomatic and nuanced than the vice president.
Ahead of the trip, Rubio said his audience with Leo was arranged before the recent dustups, though he conceded that "we had some stuff that happened" since the meeting was arranged. Rubio and the Vatican have said there are other practical points of discussion, including the Middle East, the persecution of Christians and the situation in Cuba, where the Catholic Church has significant influence, and attempts to distribute U.S.-funded aid have been stymied.
"Look, I mean, the pope is obviously the vicar of Christ as a Roman Catholic, you know, but he's also the head of a nation-state for, you know, and it's an organization that has a presence in over 100-something countries around the world," Rubio said ahead of the trip. "And we engage with the Vatican quite a bit because they're present in many different places."
Those who have long known Rubio say it is unsurprising that he would visit the Vatican at this time.
"Marco has always thought carefully about the role the Catholic Church can play in specific countries -- and right now, Venezuela and Cuba are two very important files for him," said Cesar Conde, a Republican strategist who worked for Rubio as the senator's chief of staff between 2011 and 2014.
The Vatican was less circumspect about the evident tension and said it would be addressed with Rubio.
"Well, we'll listen to him," Parolin, the Vatican's secretary of state, told journalists Wednesday. "The initiative came from them, so we'll see. Then, I imagine we'll talk about everything that's happened in recent days. We couldn't possibly not touch on these topics."
Asked about Trump's comments about the pope, Parolin said: "Attacking him this way, or criticizing what he does, seems a little odd to me, at the very least. A little odd." He added, however, that if Rubio delivered a request for a call between Trump and Leo, "I imagine [Leo] would have no problem accepting it."
On Friday, Rubio is set to meet senior Italian officials including Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, an ally of Trump's whom he has recently turned against. Meloni also has grown increasingly willing to criticize the president -- chiding Trump, for instance, for his attacks on Leo.
The administration is dispatching Rubio as tensions also simmer over Trump's frustration with the negative European response to the Iran war, to his plans to withdraw some U.S. troops from Germany in the next year and his threat to raise tariffs on European cars this week. The moves further strain U.S. relations with Europe -- a split that Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk has described as "the ongoing disintegration" of the Western alliance.
Tusk, on Thursday, was also in Rome to meet the pope.
Trump has also warned that the U.S. could curb its presence in Europe "a lot further," and signaled that he might withdraw troops from Spain and Italy, nations that have declined the use of their bases for the war in Iran. Last month, Trump blasted Meloni in an interview with the Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera, saying: "I thought she had courage, but I was wrong."
One thing the Italians aren't doing is groveling. They have played down the notion of a rift, but been sober about a fundamental shift in Trump's commitment to Europe and the threat of a U.S. troop withdrawal.
"We know that the U.S. has long been discussing its disengagement from Europe, which is why I think we need to strengthen our security and increase our ability to respond to this," Meloni said this week. "That said, it's a choice beyond my control, and I personally wouldn't agree with it."
A senior Italian official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal thinking, said the Italians view Rubio's trip first and foremost as a bid to mend ties with the Vatican.
"Regardless of my fondness for the U.S., I don't believe U.S. troops have been kept in Italy -- from the postwar years until today -- out of love for the country," the official said. "It's in America's best geopolitical interest to have a military presence in Italy."
Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Politics
Democrats see Senate control within reach -- but some big hurdles remain
The political terrain remains forbidding, but the president's crumbling approval ratings and the Iran war's weight on the economy offer the party an opening.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) last month ahead of King Charles's address. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By Theodoric Meyer | 2026-05-07
Democrats are increasingly optimistic about retaking the Senate in the midterm elections -- an aspiration that appeared all but out of reach at the start of President Donald Trump's second term.
The political terrain heading into November remains forbidding for Democrats, who need to win races in at least five states that Trump carried in 2024 to recapture the Senate. But Trump's crumbling approval ratings and the Iran war's weight on the economy have given the party fresh hope less than six months from Election Day, even as big hurdles remain.
In an interview, Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said he is confident that Democrats can pull it off, citing Trump's weakness in polls and the strength of the candidates Schumer has recruited to run in red-leaning states.
"A year ago, no one thought we had a chance to take back the Senate," Schumer said. "I was one of the very few. And I laid out a plan which is now working."
For months, Democrats have been far more bullish about retaking the House, which requires flipping only a few seats. But Trump's unpopularity has made Republicans in both chambers appear more vulnerable.
Thirty-seven percent of Americans approve of Trump's job performance, according to a recent Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll. Sixty-two percent disapprove, the highest level of either of Trump's terms. Trump's approval rating was even lower for his handling of the economy and inflation, which both parties view as crucial to the midterms.
A recent Pew Research Center survey found Trump faring even worse: 34 percent of Americans approved of his performance, and 64 percent disapproved.
Schumer said the political environment feels similar to 2006, when Democrats capitalized on discontent with the Iraq War in President George W. Bush's second term to pick up six Senate seats and flipped the chamber against the odds.
"There's a very unpopular president, there's a war on, and it's a really hard Senate map," J.B. Poersch, who runs Senate Majority PAC, the flagship Democratic super PAC in Senate races, said in an interview. "Those are all similarities to '06. We won in a scenario where we weren't supposed to win [in 2006] because the map was so challenging -- and this one's challenging, too."
A few conservatives have started sounding the alarm. AFP Action, a conservative super PAC, warned last week in a memo, first reported by Politico, that "the Republican Senate majority is at risk." Republicans have a 53-47 majority in the chamber.
Democrats still face obstacles to retaking the Senate -- with little room for error.
Republican super PACs have stockpiled hundreds of millions of dollars more than Senate Majority PAC, even as Democratic candidates have outraised their Republican rivals in several crucial Senate races. And Democrats are dealing with a fractious primary in Michigan, which the party probably needs to hold to retake the majority.
Republicans say they are confident they will hold on -- or even pick up seats.
Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina), chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, said his party will benefit if gas prices decline in the coming months and as Republicans campaign on their accomplishments.
"I think there is a good chance that we will be able to expand the majority if everything goes our way," Scott said in an interview.
Alex Latcham, who runs Senate Leadership Fund, the flagship Republican super PAC in Senate races, said he is confident Republicans will hold the majority but that he is taking nothing for granted. The problem with Schumer's strategy, Latcham added, is that it relies on everything going right for Democrats.
"It's equivalent to pitching a perfect game and hitting a grand slam at the end," he said.
Schumer's strategy relies on Democrats holding all their Senate seats -- including Michigan and Georgia, which Trump carried in 2024 -- and flipping four Republican seats. He views Democrats' best shots as Maine, North Carolina, Ohio and Alaska.
Polling indicates each of those races is competitive -- but Democrats would need to win all of them to retake the Senate. So they are eyeing other states, too.
Schumer sees Democrats as increasingly competitive in Iowa, where Republican Sen. Joni Ernst is not seeking reelection, and Texas, where Republican Sen. John Cornyn could lose a bitter primary runoff this month to state Attorney General Ken Paxton. He is even talking about trying to oust Republican Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith in Mississippi, where Democrats have not won a Senate race in more than four decades.
Senate Leadership Fund has reserved $29 million for advertising in Iowa, underscoring that both parties view it as competitive. The super PAC is waiting until after the May 26 primary runoff to decide whether to make reservations in Texas -- but there are signs it could be in play.
State Rep. James Talarico, the Democrat whom Cornyn or Paxton will face in November, raised more than $27 million in the first quarter of the year -- an enormous amount even in an expensive state such as Texas. And a University of Texas-Texas Politics Project poll conducted last month found Talarico leading Cornyn by seven percentage points and Paxton by eight points in the general election.
Cornyn said Talarico represents "a genuine threat" to Paxton if he wins the runoff, citing Paxton's blemished record. (Paxton was impeached by Texas's Republican-controlled House in 2023 on charges including misuse of office, though he was acquitted by the state Senate.) But Cornyn dismissed the idea that Talarico could win if he prevails in the GOP runoff.
"He appears to be a nonthreatening, reasonable Democrat, but actually he is cut out of the same cloth as Bernie and AOC," Cornyn told reporters, referring to Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York). "And I just don't think that dog's going to hunt in a place like Texas."
Democrats have some primary problems of their own.
Maine Gov. Janet Mills, whom Schumer recruited to take on Republican Sen. Susan Collins, suspended her campaign last week, saying she had run out of money. Instead, Collins is likely to face Graham Platner, an oyster farmer and Marine Corps combat veteran whom Republicans have attacked ruthlessly for old Reddit posts in which he suggested -- among other things -- that women bore some responsibility for sexual assault. Platner has distanced himself from the comments, saying he was at a low point in his life in 2013 after returning from a fourth deployment to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
In Iowa, state Rep. Josh Turek, whom Schumer and his allies view as their best shot at winning the seat, is locked in a primary with state Sen. Zach Wahls, whom Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts) has endorsed. VoteVets, a Democratic PAC, has spent more than $6 million on ads backing Turek, according to AdImpact.
No Senate primary has generated more Democratic angst than the one in Michigan, where Rep. Haley Stevens, state Sen. Mallory McMorrow and Abdul El-Sayed, a former Wayne County health official, are locked in a tight race that has split Senate Democrats. Schumer and his allies see Stevens as the most competitive candidate in November. Other Senate Democrats have endorsed McMorrow; Sanders is backing El-Sayed.
Republicans, meanwhile, have united around former congressman Mike Rogers, who came close in 2024 to winning Michigan's other Senate seat.
El-Sayed has drawn criticism for campaigning with Hasan Piker, a streamer who once said the United States "deserved 9/11" and has described Hamas as less objectionable than Israel. Asked about El-Sayed's decision to campaign with Piker, Sen. Gary Peters (D-Michigan), who is not running for reelection, said he had tried to remind candidates for his seat that the general election matters more than the primary.
"I think we've got a pretty spirited primary going right now," Peters said. "I would prefer that [it] was less spirited."
El-Sayed said he is looking to win in November by reaching new voters.
"Winning a general election means bringing people in who have been locked out of our politics," he said in a statement. "We go everywhere and talk to everyone for a reason."
Republican super PACs have built an enormous financial advantage over Democrats to help defend the Senate majority.
Senate Leadership Fund had $166 million on hand on March 31 -- more than twice as much as Senate Majority PAC. The Republican super PAC has announced $342 million in ad reservations in eight Senate races; Senate Majority PAC has not made any reservations public yet except for in Ohio and Maine, where it has reserved a combined $64 million in TV ads.
Even more worrying for Democrats is the nearly $350 million that Trump-aligned super PAC, MAGA Inc., has on hand. It's not clear how much Trump and his allies will decide to spend in Senate races this year or where he will deploy it.
In the interview, Schumer acknowledged Republicans' financial edge but said Senate Democrats would have enough money to counter Republicans' attacks.
"Are we going to have as much money as the Republicans? No," Schumer said. "But we don't need it, because the atmosphere, the ether is so pro-Democratic and anti-Trump that ... we don't need to match them one-to-one to take back the Senate."
Democrats have blunted Republicans' cash advantage in several crucial races by outraising them, in some cases dramatically. Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-Georgia) had more than $31 million in his campaign account on March 31 -- more than eight times what any of the three Republicans battling each other in the primary to face him could command.
Former North Carolina governor Roy Cooper, whom Schumer recruited to run for an open Senate seat, had more than $18 million on hand; former Republican National Committee chairman Michael Whatley, the Republican nominee, had $2.5 million.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina), who is not running for reelection, said Whatley would need outside support to erode Cooper's current lead in polls of the race.
Democrats are "smelling blood, and they're going to spend a lot of money," Tillis said. "And so we need to make sure every organization that has resources they can spend in the state will. We're going to need all of it."
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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White House
Undeterred by polls and courts, Trump pushes ballroom, honors donors 
Amid the war with Iran, surging gas prices and backlash to his immigration policies, the president continues to dedicate extensive time to his signature project. 

President Donald Trump points to a model of the White House and the proposed ballroom. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Isaac Arnsdorf, Jonathan Edwards | 2026-05-07
The White House hosted a reception Wednesday night for the organization that manages donations to President Donald Trump's ballroom, highlighting the president's unceasing drive for a legally embattled project that polls show is broadly unpopular.
Amid a war with Iran, surging gas prices and backlash to his immigration policies, Trump dedicates extensive time to the ballroom. He made calls for a new ballroom a key focus of his remarks following the shooting  at the White House correspondents' dinner last month, arguing that it was needed for security.
A division president from Clark Construction, one of the largest construction firms in the region, now works most days out of a trailer on the White House grounds as a high-stakes site manager. Some evenings the president calls him into the Oval Office to go over details for more than an hour at a time, he recounted to an associate.
Out of hundreds of lawsuits and appeals involving the administration, the challenge to the ballroom is the only one where the president has personally dictated multiple legal filings.
Spending time on the ballroom is how Trump likes to unwind at the end of a long workday, a person familiar with the conversations said.
"His version of a bourbon is construction," the person said.
Wednesday evening's reception hosted the Trust for the National Mall and included sponsors of the organization's annual gala, as well as its campaign to restore Lafayette Square and other monuments in honor of the nation's 250th anniversary celebration. Some of the sponsors of those initiatives are also publicly disclosed donors to the planned ballroom, including Palantir, HP and Caterpillar.
Trump has frequently hosted business leaders at the White House who have financially supported the ballroom and celebrations for the 250th anniversary, which critics have said creates the appearance that companies can pay to access the president and influence his policies. The ballroom has been a fixation for Trump throughout his second term, and he often talks about it more than other priorities, such as the TrumpRx website his administration made to help Americans with drug prices.
Earlier Wednesday, Trump shared a lengthy post on Truth Social defending the price of the project, which he initially said would cost $200 million but now says will cost about $400 million. The price has risen because the size of the ballroom has grown, he said.
In addition to that $400 million cost, which Trump insists will be covered by private donors, Senate Republican leaders have prepared legislation to provide $1 billion for security enhancements, including underground construction, that the White House says is related to the ballroom. The White House said the legislation would effectively authorize and pay for the full project. A spokeswoman for Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), who released the funding package, said it would not cover "non-security elements," such as general construction.
President Trump and first lady Melania Trump hosted the reception, which was also attended by Interior Secretary Doug Burgum and members of the National Park Service, which manages the National Mall, said Trust spokeswoman Julie Moore. The event was closed to the press, and the White House did not respond to a request for a guest list.
The reception was focused on "America's Ball for the Mall," the Trust's reception on the National Mall for legacy restoration projects, education and programming in honor of the 250th anniversary celebrations. The funds raised by the gala do not support the White House ballroom project, and other first ladies, including Jill Biden, have participated in the event, Moore said.
The Trust for the National Mall effectively functions as a bank account for the funds that the administration has raised. It accepts and manages donations from companies and individuals who wish to support the ballroom. The organization stands to make millions of dollars from this role, collecting a management fee up to 2.5 percent -- which could be about $10 million if Trump secures $400 million. Trump said in October he had amassed $350 million in private donations. The White House has not provided an updated figure.
Congress has been in no rush to get involved, especially after polling consistently has shown a majority of Americans opposed to the project following Trump's demolition of the East Wing. Americans reject the ballroom project by a 2-to-1 margin, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll released last week. Support has not significantly changed since the White House correspondents' dinner shooting.
Democrats have viewed the ballroom's unpopularity as an advantage in the midterm election campaign as they seek to win back control of Congress. Dan Pfeiffer, a former adviser to President Barack Obama and podcast host, said that Trump's continued focus on the ballroom is a gift to Democrats eager to criticize Republicans for having misplaced priorities.
"This is a layup for Democrats, because we don't even have to work that hard to highlight the ballroom," Pfeiffer wrote in a blog post Tuesday. "Trump can't shut up about it."
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Politics
Federal workers had their annual award show. Many were too afraid to show up.
A year after the U.S. DOGE Service dramatically slashed the civil service, government workers are still spooked about getting on the Trump administration's bad side.

Federal workers rally at Upper Senate Park in Washington on Feb. 11, 2025, to urge Congress to protect civil service jobs from political interference. (Moriah Ratner/For The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield | 2026-05-07
The 25th annual Oscars-like ceremony for federal workers -- the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medals -- honored the civil service under five previous administrations, with former presidents George W. Bush and Joe Biden making video appearances.
But the current occupant of the White House specifically went unnamed Wednesday night.
More than a year after President Donald Trump and Elon Musk's U.S. DOGE Service dramatically slashed the civil service, the gala honoring the federal workforce -- nicknamed the "Sammies" -- has become a significantly smaller affair. The difference was noticeable as a crowd slimmer than in years past filled an auditorium at the National Museum of the American Indian to celebrate this year's winners.
Fewer civil servants were nominated and received awards after many federal workers expressed a fear of retaliation if they drew too much attention, said Max Stier, chief executive of the Partnership for Public Service. In total, the nonprofit organization received more than 140 nominations across 39 federal agencies and other offices, down from more than 350 nominations across 65 federal agencies and other offices last year.
Stier said some people who were nominated asked that their names not be considered at all, though the Partnership for Public Service declined to provide further information about those who did not partake in this year's event.
"The workforce that remains has worried about what might happen to them if they're recognized," Stier said in an interview ahead of the ceremony.
Fear of retaliation has worsened since Trump administration officials promised to crack down on employees who don't express loyalty. At several agencies, including the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Institutes of Health, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency, employees who signed dissent letters against policies they disagreed with were put on leave or fired. Other employees have been investigated for speaking to the media or left government roles after clashing with political appointees.
The White House did not directly respond to a question about the reduced recognition of federal workers, but White House spokeswoman Liz Huston said the workforce has been more effective. "President Trump has made the federal government work smarter and faster than ever before," she wrote in a statement.
Last year's honoree, David Lebryk, who was the Treasury Department's top career official until a dispute with DOGE over access to sensitive payment systems, attended this year's event and warned that fear within the workforce may lead to great problems.
"In a very healthy environment, your frontline workers are going to raise their hand and say, 'Something went wrong, and we need to fix it,'" he said in an interview. "And in this environment you have right now, no one's hand is raised. What you're going to have is situations that are small problems that are going to become big problems."
While previous years had about two dozen honorees, 2026 had just a handful. One, James Szykman, an EPA scientist who collaborated with NASA researchers to pave the way for an air pollution tracking satellite, offered credit to his colleagues at EPA's now-defunct Office of Research and Development, which drew a groan from the audience.
The colleague who nominated Szykman, NASA scientist James Crawford, said it was his choice, not his agency's, to celebrate Szykman's work.
"We're not in the mood to hide," Crawford said. "Shining a light on the work we do is the best way to defend the science."
Some other cuts to agencies were specifically mentioned. Journalist Andrea Mitchell introduced an award category by first noting the firings this week of about 250 civil servants and Foreign Service officers at the State Department who had been stuck on administrative leave.
The other winners were: Jill A. Frisch, a former IRS lawyer who recovered billions of tax dollars but retired in last year's cuts; Gharun Lacy, a cybersecurity expert who fended off Chinese-linked hacks at the State Department; and U.S. Department of Agriculture employees Paul VanRaden, Ransom L. Baldwin VI and Curtis P. Van Tassell, who shared an award for innovations that improved milk production in dairy cows.
In the audience, Pherabe Kolb, the CEO of the Nonprofit Leadership Alliance, looked at the current and former federal workers seated around her.
"All these folks are going to work every day wondering if they will be next," she said. "More than worrying about themselves and their careers, they're worried about the work that they devoted their lives to."
Author Michael Lewis, who has written books on federal workers and government bureaucracy, walked out onstage and sighed at the sight of the audience.
"It's a relief to see all these civil servants are still alive," he said to laughter.
Toward the end of the ceremony, Lewis brought up "the name we will not speak," referring to Trump, and asked Stier why he had decided to criticize the president's dismantling of the civil service.
Stier told Lewis that civil servants have long avoided the spotlight and been devoted to the values of public good, so much so that it took convincing to compile the winners of the first Sammies award ceremony 25 years ago.
"Isn't it kind of crazy that the problem you had in the beginning, people are uncomfortable being recognized because they're just not used to that kind of attention," Lewis said, "and now the problem you have is they are getting fired if they get the award."
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Justice
Judge denies request to return 2020 ballots seized from Fulton County, Georgia
The FBI's seizure of Fulton County's voting materials has stoked alarm among election officials and democracy advocates.

FBI agents are seen at the Fulton County Election Hub and Operation Center in Union City, Georgia, on Jan. 28. (Mike Stewart/AP)


By Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-05-07
A federal judge on Wednesday rejected a request to order the return of more than 600 boxes of voting material seized earlier this year by the FBI amid an investigation involving a Georgia county at the heart of President Donald Trump's grievances about his 2020 election loss.
U.S. District Judge J.P. Boulee described the events surrounding the bureau's January raid on an election warehouse in Fulton County -- where Atlanta is located -- as "in many ways unprecedented" and called some aspects of the investigation, including its reliance on previously debunked conspiracy theories, "troubling."
But Boulee concluded county officials had not met the high legal bar necessary for him to intervene in the ongoing criminal probe and to instruct agents to give back the seized material, which includes the original ballots cast in the 2020 vote.
"The seizure in this case was certainly not perfect," wrote Boulee, a Trump appointee. But the county had not shown that its rights were callously disregarded "either through the lack of probable cause ... or by the manner of the execution of the seizure," he said.
The ruling clears the way for the Justice Department to move forward with its inquiry into Trump's  election loss to Joe Biden, a contest he lost in Georgia by about 12,000 votes.
Trump has remained fixated on that defeat and continues to promote baseless accusations of fraud as he pushes for more national control over state-run elections. Multiple audits, nearly a dozen court rulings and Trump's former attorney general, William P. Barr, have previously concluded there was no evidence of widespread errors or wrongdoing sufficient to affect the outcome of the race in Georgia.
The search of the Fulton County facility stoked alarm among election officials and democracy advocates across the country, who have condemned the Justice Department's efforts to relitigate the election's outcome six years on.
County officials expressed disappointment in Boulee's ruling Wednesday and hinted at a possible appeal.
"Our fight has exposed the flawed affidavit and suspicious timeline of federal actions," Fulton County Chairman Robb Pitts said in a statement. "We will continue, as always, to stand by our election workers and the voters of Fulton County. We intend to vigorously pursue all available legal options."
The investigation began with a referral in January from former Trump campaign lawyer and prominent election denier Kurt Olsen, who Trump named last year to a White House post tasked with monitoring election integrity.
In recent months, the Justice Department has also launched an inquiry into Arizona's 2020 results. Trump, meanwhile, has continued to demand that Republican lawmakers "nationalize elections," and impose voter ID requirements, ban voting machines and eliminate mail-in voting in states across the country.
Fulton County officials sued days after the January raid, seeking the return of the material and arguing investigators misled an Atlanta-area federal magistrate judge to obtain a warrant authorizing the seizure.
They pointed to an FBI affidavit submitted in support of the warrant that cited well-worn and previously debunked conspiracy theories to suggest that "deficiencies" in Fulton County's 2020 vote tabulation might be the result of intentional wrongdoing.
The affidavit relied on accounts from 11 people -- many of them prominent election deniers or members of Georgia's Republican-controlled State Election Board -- to suggest that "unknown people" may have sought to tamper with the results.
But the issues cited by the FBI, including claims of duplicate ballots and missing ballot images, have been addressed by previous audits. County officials described many of them in a court filing as matters that had no actual bearing on the county's official vote count or "types of human errors that ... occur in almost every election -- without any intentional wrongdoing whatsoever."
"There's no basis in reality for most of the witness statements," said Ryan Macias, an election security expert who testified on behalf of the county at a March hearing. "The information [that] was relied upon doesn't reflect reality, what actually happened."
For instance, the affidavit, in suggesting that a crime may have occurred, says that during a recount after the election the county reported a vote total that was roughly 17,000 ballots short of the figure reported in its original count, then replaced that tally with one that matched the first tabulation.
In his March testimony, Macias said that the lower total was actually a mid-count update that was never circulated externally.
"These are common things in the election world that would happen every day," Abbe Lowell, an attorney for the county, said at the hearing. "And the magistrate judge ... should have been told that."
Even if the Justice Department were able to substantiate accusations of wrongdoing in Fulton County's 2020 vote count, Lowell argued, it still could not pursue criminal charges under the two laws cited as the basis for the investigation.
Both statutes -- one requiring officials to retain voting records, and the other criminalizing efforts to defraud voters by denying them an impartial election -- have five-year statutes of limitations.
In a sign of the priority the Justice Department has placed on the investigation, it dispatched Tysen Duva, the head of the department's criminal division, to lead its response to the county's challenge at the hearing in March.
He balked at the county's suggestion that the FBI affidavit had been crafted to mislead the judge who signed the search warrant and noted that despite relying on statements from witnesses skeptical of the election's integrity, the affidavit also repeatedly cites audits and investigations that found no evidence of wrongdoing. The judge, Duva noted, authorized the search warrant anyway.
"If the agent was intentionally trying to mislead or misdirect," Duva said, "why would you write something that would take away from your probable cause?"
Boulee credited that argument in his ruling Wednesday, though he described the affidavit as "defective in some respects."
"While the affidavit was certainly far from perfect," the judge wrote, "this is not a situation where an officer left out all the facts that might undermine probable cause or where an officer intentionally lied."
He also deemed unpersuasive claims by county officials that allowing the FBI to keep the ballots as the investigation plays out would undermine public confidence in the security of local elections. Since the raid, agents have given the county access to electronic copies of the seized material.
In justifying his decision, the judge cited a legal standard established by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit when Trump unsuccessfully sought the return of records seized from his Mar-a-Lago estate amid an investigation into his alleged retention of classified documents after he left the White House. The 11th Circuit oversees appeals arising from matters in Georgia and Florida.
While the status of the seized ballots has been tied up in court before Boulee for months, the Justice Department has not let the issue slow its investigation, which is now being overseen by Dan Bishop, a former Republican member of Congress and Trump administration official who was named interim U.S. attorney for the Middle District of North Carolina late last year. In March, former attorney general Pam Bondi deputized Bishop to oversee election integrity investigations across the country.
His office issued a subpoena last month to Fulton County officials seeking personal information on thousands of employees, volunteers and contractors who played a role in the counting and tabulation of the county's 2020 vote.
County officials have asked a court to block the effort, describing it as a legally baseless attempt to harass election workers that will chill their willingness to participate in future elections. A judge has yet to rule.
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Court releases purported suicide note from Jeffrey Epstein
The note, which was discovered by Epstein's former cellmate, had been under seal for years. No court or investigative agency has vouched for its authenticity.

Protesters hold up signs with images of disgraced financier and convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein in front of the federal courthouse in New York in 2019. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)


By Jeremy Roebuck, Maegan Vazquez | 2026-05-07
A federal judge ordered the release on Wednesday of a purported suicide note written by convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein that had been kept under court seal for years as controversy persisted over his 2019 death in custody while awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges.
"They investigated me for months -- FOUND NOTHING!!," the note reads, adding that the allegations dated back years.
"It is a treat to be able to choose one's time to say goodbye," the note continues. "Watcha want me to do -- Bust out cryin'!! NO FUN -- NOT WORTH IT!!"
The existence of the note was first reported by the New York Times last week after veiled references to the message surfaced in the millions of pages of Epstein-related material that the Justice Department released earlier this year. Epstein's former Manhattan correctional center cellmate, Nicholas Tartaglione, said he originally discovered it in July 2019 -- weeks before Epstein's death -- after an incident in which Epstein was found unresponsive in his cell. Epstein survived that incident, but was found dead in his cell weeks later. His death has been ruled a suicide.
U.S. District Judge Kenneth M. Karas, who oversaw a criminal case involving Tartaglione, ordered that the note be unsealed following a request by the Times. The document remained under seal despite the Justice Department's legally mandated release of millions of documents related to its investigation into Epstein.
Lawyers for Tartaglione have said they authenticated the note, but they have not explained what they mean by that, and no court or investigative agency has vouched for the note's authenticity. The note is scrawled on a single sheet of lined paper.
Tartaglione, a former police officer charged in a quadruple homicide, said on a podcast last year that he handed the note over to an attorney who provided it to the judge overseeing his case. That judge ordered the document sealed but agreed to make it public at the request of the Times.
Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008 to two charges of soliciting prostitution, including one involving a minor. He was arrested on federal sex trafficking charges in 2019 and died in federal custody in a Manhattan jail cell later that year. Judges and lawmakers say that over decades, he abused, trafficked and molested scores of girls, many of whom have come forward in court and in other public forums.
The Justice Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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Politics
FBI raids business of state Sen. L. Louise Lucas, a key Virginia Democrat
The offices of state Sen. L. Louise Lucas, a Democrat, as well as a cannabis dispensary she co-owns were raided. The exact nature and targets of the probe remain unclear.

Virginia state Sen. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth), on Feb. 17 in Richmond. (Ryan M. Kelly/AP)


By Gregory S. Schneider, Perry Stein, Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-05-07
The FBI on Wednesday raided the Portsmouth offices and a cannabis retail business co-owned by state Sen. L. Louise Lucas, the president pro tempore of the Virginia Senate and one of the most powerful Democrats in the state, as part of an ongoing corruption investigation, according to two federal law enforcement officials familiar with the matter.
The specifics of the probe remain unclear, though the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss details of the investigation, said it involved allegations of bribery related to the cannabis dispensary. One of those officials said the investigation began during the Biden administration.
A spokesperson for the FBI's Norfolk field office declined to comment, except to say that agents were conducting "court-authorized" law enforcement activity and that there was no threat to public safety.
In a statement Wednesday evening, Lucas suggested the investigation was politically motivated and cited her recent push to have Virginia redraw its congressional districts to give Democrats a 10-1 advantage ahead of the 2026 midterm elections.
"Today's actions by Federal agents are about far more than one state senator; they are about power and who is allowed to use it on behalf of the people. What we saw fits a clear patten from this administration; when challenged, they try to intimidate and silence the voices who stand up to them," she said in the statement.
"I was proud to help lead that effort and I have never been afraid to stand up to Donald Trump or anyone else that has tried to undermine our democracy," Lucas said.
Ben Tribbett, Lucas's longtime political consultant, said the senator was not arrested and was back home by midday. Tribbett said the offices raided were primarily dedicated to Lucas's various business interests and that no items related to her legislative career were seized.
Democrats immediately raised questions about the motivation behind the raid, noting that the Justice Department under President Donald Trump has aggressively targeted political opponents.
"While we await the full facts of the investigation, it must be acknowledged that this FBI raid occurs in the broader context of President Trump's repeated abuse of the Department of Justice to target his perceived political opponents," Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott (D-Virginia), said in a statement that cited Trump's efforts to prosecute Democratic members of Congress as well as New York Attorney General Letitia James, former FBI director James B. Comey and Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell.
Lucas, 82, (D-Portsmouth) is an outspoken political figure who has touted her cannabis dispensary in provocative social media posts and often trolls Republicans and President Donald Trump. She is known for her hardscrabble background, which includes becoming a teenage mother and working as a shipfitter at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard.
Since being elected to the Virginia General Assembly in 1991, Lucas has risen through the ranks to become the first Black woman to serve as Senate president pro tem and as chairwoman of its powerful committee on finance and appropriations, exerting significant control over state purse strings.
Lucas and her family are especially prominent in Portsmouth, where her daughter -- Lisa L. Lucas-Burke -- has served as vice mayor and now works for the cannabis business.
Lucas established the Cannabis Outlet in Portsmouth in 2021, shortly after she voted with other Democrats in 2020 to legalize small amounts of recreational weed. The state has yet to adopt a regulatory framework to govern a legal retail market, however, with Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) currently reviewing the latest legislative proposal.
A spokesperson for Spanberger said the governor would not comment on an ongoing investigation "in the absence of additional details."
Lucas is also the longtime owner of a residential services provider for developmentally disabled adults.
Lucas is known for taking adamant stands and bending state politics to her will. It was Lucas who first insisted on redrawing Virginia's congressional districts, a change that state voters approved but is under review by the Virginia Supreme Court. Lucas is the driving force behind a proposal to cancel a tax exemption for the state's data centers that costs some $1 billion a year, a move opposed by other Democrats -- including Spanberger -- and that is preventing lawmakers from reaching a deal on the state budget.
It was also opposition from Lucas that played a key role in 2024 in thwarting efforts by then-Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) to develop a sports arena in Alexandria for the Washington Wizards and Capitals.
In 2020, Lucas faced criminal charges for allegedly inciting a crowd to pull down a Confederate statue in Portsmouth during the racial justice protests over the murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police. A man was seriously injured when protesters pulled down the statue on top of him, but Lucas was not present at that time. Charges against her were eventually dismissed; her lawyer was now-House Speaker Don Scott (D-Portsmouth).
In a statement Wednesday, Don Scott said he was deeply concerned by the raid. He is not currently representing Lucas.
"Lets start with this: Senator L. Louise Lucas has not been charged with anything!" Scott said. "Given the politicization of this administration -- an FBI led by Kash Patel and a Justice Department run by President Donald Trump's former personal attorney -- I think people should take this with a grain of salt and allow the facts to come out before jumping to conclusions."
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Politics
Lutnick testifies before congressional panel investigating Epstein
The commerce secretary participated in a voluntary interview with the House Oversight Committee to explain his ties to the late financier and convicted sex offender.

Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick testifies before a Senate subcommittee in April. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


By Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez | 2026-05-06
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick on Wednesday became the first Cabinet secretary in the second Trump administration to sit for a transcribed interview with the House Oversight Committee as part of its investigation into convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Lutnick, who was once Epstein's Manhattan neighbor, had faced growing bipartisan pressure to provide sworn testimony to Congress after his name appeared in more than 250 documents released by the Justice Department related to its investigation into the deceased financier. Epstein was arrested on federal sex trafficking charges in 2019 and died in federal custody later that year. His death was ruled a suicide. Judges and lawmakers say that over decades, he abused, trafficked and molested scores of girls, many of whom have come forward in court and in other public forums.
The administration has been the target of rare dissent from President Donald Trump's political base over what has been scrutinized as a lack of transparency about the federal government's investigation into Epstein. Trump personally whipped House votes against the release of additional investigation files into Epstein, though he eventually signed into law the bill releasing the files.
The House Oversight Committee is investigating the federal government's handling of the criminal cases against Epstein, including the Justice Department's release of investigative documents. The handling of those documents was one of the reasons Trump fired Attorney General Pam Bondi, and the investigatory material released to the public personally referenced Trump, along with several members of his administration, including Lutnick. Neither Trump nor Lutnick has been accused of participating in Epstein's criminal conduct.
Documents released by the Justice Department earlier this year showed that Lutnick maintained contact with Epstein after he pleaded guilty to two charges of soliciting prostitution, including one involving a minor, and was sentenced to 13 months in jail. Testifying before Congress in February, Lutnick also said he and his family had lunch with Epstein on the financier's Caribbean island in 2012 -- contradicting his previous claim that he and his wife had distanced themselves from Epstein around 2005.
Lutnick's testimony Wednesday on Capitol Hill was not open to the public or media. Afterward, members of both parties offered competing views of the secretary's testimony.
Rep. Suhas Subramanyam (D-Virginia), a House Oversight Committee member, said Lutnick could not remember why he went to Epstein's home on an island in the Caribbean in 2012, which Subramanyam called "mind-boggling."
A Commerce Department spokesperson said in a statement that the secretary "answered nearly 400 questions from members and staff, ending only when members said they had nothing more to ask. He explained repeatedly that three encounters [with Epstein] do not constitute a relationship. The committee adjourned without identifying any evidence to the contrary."
Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California), who alongside Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) pushed the legislation that required the release of more Epstein files, told The Washington Post that Democrats had to ask Lutnick repeatedly why he visited Epstein's island in 2012. Khanna alleged that Lutnick did not properly respond to questions about why he claimed to have cut ties with Epstein seven years before that visit, but did not elaborate on Lutnick's response or explanation.
Subramanyam also questioned why Lutnick's interview was not being taped.
"It's outrageous that we're not putting these on camera," he said.
Earlier Wednesday, Comer expressed concerns that Lutnick previously may not have been "100% truthful" about his time with Epstein. But midway through Wednesday's interview, Comer said Lutnick had "corrected his statement on the time that he came to the island."
"We're really, sincerely trying to get the truth," Comer said. "Our goal is to provide justice for the victims, and hopefully, today will be helpful."
The committee, which has a Republican majority, has pursued interviews with several high-profile individuals mentioned in the millions of files related to the federal government's investigation into Epstein, and in some cases, the panel has compelled current and former top government officials to testify through subpoenas.
Bondi, who was subpoenaed to testify before the committee and faced a threat of contempt, agreed to speak to the panel for a transcribed interview about the Justice Department's handling of its release of files related to Epstein on May 29.
Along with current and former government officials, the committee has interviewed a wide range of people in Epstein's orbit, including his friends and the co-executors of his estate. The panel is also pursuing interviews with individuals who may have pertinent information for its investigation, including the prison guard who was on duty when Epstein died in his New York prison cell.
Bill and Hillary Clinton, in March, were subpoenaed by the committee and testified in closed-door, taped depositions that were subsequently made public. During his lengthy deposition, the former president sought to distance himself from Epstein, saying he had no knowledge of Epstein's crimes and stopped associating with him years before Epstein's first guilty plea in 2008. The former secretary of state, meanwhile, said she had no recollection of ever meeting Epstein and had known Epstein associate Ghislaine Maxwell only "casually, as an acquaintance."
The committee is also set to interview billionaire Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates on June 10.
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Sen. Susan Collins discloses 'essential tremor' diagnosis to explain shaking
The Maine senator who is up for reelection this year described her condition as 'extremely common' with 'absolutely no impact on my ability to do my job.'

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) speaks to the media during a visit to the Harrison Food Bank on May 5. (Graeme Sloan/Getty Images)


By Dan Merica, Liz Goodwin | 2026-05-07
Maine Sen. Susan Collins (R) said Wednesday that she has a benign essential tremor, telling a local news outlet that she has had it for the length of her nearly 30-year Senate career.
The revelation comes amid broader scrutiny of older candidates' age and health after President Joe Biden ended his 2024 campaign amid questions about his health. Collins, 73, is running for a sixth term in the Senate.
"What I have is an extremely common condition that is called a benign essential tremor," the senator told News Center Maine in an interview. "I have had it for the entire time that I have served in the United States Senate. It has absolutely no impact on my ability to do my job or on how I feel each day."
Collins, in a separate statement to The Washington Post, said the tremor "does not interfere at all with my ability to do my job."
"The tremor is occasionally inconvenient, and sometimes the subject of cruel comments online, but it does not hinder my ability to work and, as I said, is something that I have lived with for decades," Collins said in the statement.
Collins's tremor recently received considerable negative attention online after it was evident in her campaign announcement video.
The Maine Senate race is key to Republicans' quest to retain control of the Senate, with Collins representing the most vulnerable GOP incumbent up for reelection this year. Maine Gov. Janet Mills (D) ended her Senate campaign after a series of polls showed her trailing Graham Platner, an oyster farm owner who is running as an insurgent.
"It's a very common neurological condition that tends to run in families. And for most patients, essential tremor is benign. It's kind of a minor annoyance," said Michael D. Fox, a neurologist at Mass General Brigham in Boston. "This does not impact most patients' ability to do their job."
Fox said that while there is debate within the neurological research community about the impact a benign essential tremor has on someone's cognitive abilities, "the cognitive effects are likely either subtle or nonexistent, and many patients will not have any cognitive effects of a central tremor at all."
Platner has also discussed his struggles with health publicly. The 41-year-old veteran has said he has a 100 percent disability rating with the Department of Veterans Affairs.
"I've got a couple herniated discs. My shoulder's a wreck. My knees bother me. The VA gives me physical therapy for those things. I was also diagnosed with PTSD," he told News Center Maine last year.
Platner, in a separate interview, said his injuries would not hinder his ability to serve as senator. "There are a lot of disabled combat or just disabled vets at 100 percent who still work," he said.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Justice Department launches civil rights probe into prosecutor in Virginia
Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano (D) has been under attack from Republicans over his handling of cases involving immigrant defendants.

Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano is the Democratic prosecutor of Virginia's largest county. (Tom Jackman/TWP)


By Juan Benn Jr., Salvador Rizzo | 2026-05-07
The Justice Department announced Wednesday it has launched an investigation into the Democratic prosecutor of Virginia's largest county, following years of complaints from conservatives that his office is too lenient with criminal defendants who are in the country illegally.
Harmeet K. Dhillon, an assistant attorney general and head of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division, said in a news release that her office sent Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano a letter notifying him of the investigation.
"Under my leadership, the Civil Rights Division will not allow local prosecutors to pick and choose winners based on their immigration status," Dhillon said in the release. "This investigation will uncover whether this prosecutor is putting the community at risk in offering sweetheart deals to illegal immigrants charged with serious crimes."
In a statement, Descano acknowledged receiving the letter but defended his policies.
"My policies are fair, legal, and reflect the values of my community," the statement said.
The announcement came on the same day that the FBI raided the offices· and a business co-owned by Virginia state Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D), who helped drive an effort to pass a referendum allowing for congressional districts to be redrawn so Democrats can gain as many as four seats in Congress.
Democrats questioned the motives of that investigation, noting that the Trump administration has routinely targeted political opponents.
Descano has been attacked by Republicans in recent months over the way he has handled cases involving immigrants. He and Fairfax County Sheriff Stacy Kincaid (D) are scheduled to testify next week before the GOP-controlled House Judiciary subcommittee on immigration integrity, security and enforcement. Parisa Dehghani-Tafti (D), the commonwealth's attorney in neighboring Arlington County, has also been subpoenaed by the committee.
The Justice Department investigation into Descano is focused on whether his policies are skewed to allow immigrant defendants to avoid deportation, which the department said may have discriminated against U.S. citizens in violation of the Civil Rights Act.
Descano, an Army veteran who leads the largest and busiest prosecutor's office in Northern Virginia, was first elected in 2019 and reelected four years later, part of a wave of self-styled criminal justice reformers who swept into prosecutors' offices across the country. He ended the practice of seeking cash bail for defendants charged in Fairfax County and stopped prosecuting some offenses such as simple marijuana possession.
Fairfax County judges occasionally have criticized Descano's office for mishandling cases, including a 2021 plea deal that allowed a maximum sentence of 17 years in prison for a 53-year-old man who was convicted of sexually abusing a young relative when she was between the ages of 5 and 10. Years later, a judge rejected a plea deal that called for a maximum two years in prison for a defendant from Honduras, Hyrum Baquedano-Rodriguez, who was accused of attempting to kidnap a 4-year-old girl after breaking into her family's apartment.
"A criminal justice system that cannot protect a four-year-old child in such circumstances is a failure," Fairfax County Circuit Court Judge Randy Bellows said in a written ruling in 2024.
The next year, Descano's office proposed a similar plea deal for Baquedano-Rodriguez that again called for two years in prison. Another judge rejected that deal. After that ruling, Descano's office dropped the charges entirely, a decision that the victim's family called unconscionable. U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrested Baquedano-Rodriguez as he was being released from jail.
An assistant prosecutor in Descano's office said Baquedano-Rodriguez's plea agreement was justified because there were "multiple evidentiary challenges inherent in the case," including that the victim was "only four years old at the time of the offense and described the defendant simply as a 'big man,'" according to court records. Police arrested Baquedano-Rodriguez after matching a fingerprint found in the apartment to him; he had accumulated six misdemeanor convictions in the previous three years.
In a high-profile murder case this year, Descano's office struck a plea deal with Juliana Peres Magalhaes that called for time served in jail rather than a prison sentence. Peres Magalhaes, an au pair from Brazil, had pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the death of her employer, Christine Banfield. The au pair testified as a witness for the prosecution at the trial of Brendan Banfield, the victim's husband, who was convicted of murder. Fairfax County Circuit Court Judge Penney Azcarate rejected Peres Magalhaes's plea deal and sentenced her to 10 years in prison.
"For far too long, Steve Descano's office has sacrificed the rights and concerns of crime victims -- including children subjected to horrific abuse -- to serve its ideological aims," said Sean Kennedy, president of Virginians for Safe Communities, which has criticized the Democratic prosecutor's practices for years and led an unsuccessful recall campaign against him before he was reelected in 2023.
"What is sickening is that Descano claims he is protecting immigrant crime victims and witnesses when, in fact, the vast majority of the victims of illegal alien crime are other immigrants," Kennedy added.
Tough-on-crime conservative groups for months had called on the Justice Department and Congress to launch an investigation into Descano's policies. Dhillon's announcement that she had started one came amid speculation over what role she might play in the Justice Department's new hierarchy after Pam Bondi was ousted as attorney general.
Dhillon's supporters laud the pugilistic style she has brought to her job as head of the Civil Rights Division. From maligning her critics as "hoes" on social media to opening a slew of investigations into DEI practices, state voter rolls and antisemitism allegations, her supporters say she best embodies the aggressive push for top-to-bottom change President Donald Trump has demanded from his Justice Department.
Last month, conservative Republicans homed in on the Fairfax County case of an undocumented high school junior from El Salvador who was convicted on nine counts of assault and battery for groping female classmates in crowded hallways at school.
Both Descano's office and the defense attorney recommended some jail time and probation for Israel Flores Ortiz, along with a psychological evaluation. Ultimately, the 18-year-old was sentenced to 360 days in the county detention center by a Circuit Court judge, a move the Department of Homeland Security called "a slap on the wrist."
Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump hosts UFC fighters in Oval Office, touts Iran progress
The unusual White House scene highlighted President Donald Trump's diverse set of priorities as he juggles a war with event planning.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters on Wednesday while flanked by UFC fighters. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


By Cat Zakrzewski | 2026-05-06
Flanked by UFC fighters around the Resolute Desk in the Oval Office to promote a June fight at the White House, President Donald Trump on Wednesday told reporters that he had "very good" talks with Iran over the past 24 hours.
The unusual scene highlighted how the president has been juggling the war he started in Iran with his other priorities, including festivities for the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States. The White House is scheduled to host the UFC fight on the South Lawn on June 14, Flag Day, which is also the president's birthday.
"It's going to be the biggest event we ever had," Trump declared. "The White House doesn't really do athletic events for the most part," he added.
Dana White, CEO of UFC, had been at the White House this week, Trump said. The president also met with executives from Chevron and ExxonMobil, to discuss the economic impact of the war, he said.
Trump held up a glossy book of photo renderings showing what the stadium that will be installed for the fight on the South Lawn will look like. It's designed to hold 4,000 people, he said.
Trump then fielded questions from reporters about the war, touting the resilience of the stock market and the decline in oil prices over the last day, even as the nationwide average for a gallon of gasoline hit a wartime high of $4.56.
Trump suggested that when he launched the war on Iran he had expected the economic pain to be worse. It would have been worth it, he said, in order to neutralize the threat Iran's nuclear program posed to the world. He had expected the stock market to decline 20 percent and oil prices to shoot to $200 per gallon, he said.
"Even if it went to 200, it would have been worth it," Trump said, referring to oil prices.
He expressed optimism that the two sides would soon reach a deal -- as he has several times over the last two months.
"Why do you say they refuse to submit? You don't know that," Trump said when asked about Iran's firing on U.S. ships earlier this week. "They want to make a deal badly. We'll see if we get there. They can't have nuclear weapons."
Trump turned to the fighters, seeking reassurance that the United States is in "good shape" in Iran. He also compared his Iranian adversaries to the UFC fighters who stood laconically behind him.
"They're proud like these guys are proud," Trump said.
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Politics
Trump lashes out at Pope Leo again ahead of Rubio trip to Rome
The criticism of the pontiff's stance on Iran highlighted what Vatican officials have described as an unprecedented low in relations with the United States. 

Pope Leo XIV talks to journalists outside Rome on Tuesday. (Gregorio Borgia/AP)


By Anthony Faiola | 2026-05-06
ROME -- Ahead of a visit to Rome by Secretary of State Marco Rubio aimed partly at defusing tensions between the White House and the Vatican, President Donald Trump unleashed new criticism at Pope Leo XIV, suggesting the pontiff's views on foreign policy are "endangering Catholics and a lot of people" and that he is "fine" with Iran having a nuclear weapon.
Leo quickly pushed back against the president's latest remarks, painting them as untrue.
"Should anyone want to criticize me for proclaiming the Gospel, they should do so with the truth," Leo told journalists outside the papal residence at Castel Gandolfo, 15 miles south of Rome. "For years the Church has spoken out against all nuclear weapons, so there's no doubt about it, there. So I simply hope to be listened to for the value of God's word."
The tense exchange again highlighted what Vatican officials have described privately as an unprecedented low in relations with the United States ahead of Rubio's visit to Italy this week, including a scheduled audience with Leo on Thursday.
Direct criticism by an American president of the spiritual leader of the world's Roman Catholics, who now number 1.4 billion, is exceedingly rare. A Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll released Wednesday· found that nearly 6 in 10 have a negative reaction to Trump's past false claim that the pope said Iran should be able to have nuclear weapons.  Sixty-six percent of Americans react positively to Leo asking Americans to contact Congress to work for peace and reject war.
Rubio on Tuesday sought to dispel any suggestions of a rift, indicating that his meeting had been planned before Trump's verbal attacks on the pope last month, which have raised pique in the halls of the Vatican and divided conservative Catholics in the United States. Trump upbraided Leo on social media after the pope and his proxies, including American bishops, repeatedly spoke out in favor of peace and against the invocation of God's name to justify war.
Rubio conceded however, that "we had some stuff that happened" since the meeting was arranged.

Pope Leo XIV shakes hands with Secretary of State Marco Rubio at the Vatican in May 2025. (Simone Risoluti/Vatican Media/Reuters)


In an interview Monday with conservative radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt, Trump said that "the pope would rather talk about the fact that it's okay for Iran  to have a nuclear weapon, and I don't think that's very good."
"I think he's endangering a lot of Catholics and a lot of people. But  I guess if it's up to the pope, he thinks it's just fine for Iran to have a nuclear weapon," Trump said.
Rubio sought to clarify Trump's remarks Tuesday, telling journalists: "I think what the president basically said is that Iran can't have a nuclear weapon because they would use it against places that have a lot of Catholics and Christians, and others for that matter."
While Leo has spoken out against the U.S.-Israel war in Iran in increasingly vocal terms, and taken aim at invocations of God to defend war, he has never suggested that it is acceptable for Iran to have a nuclear bomb -- a devastating weapon the Vatican has long opposed.
Trump's latest comments follow more detailed criticism he leveled against Leo in April, in which he labeled the Chicago-born pontiff "WEAK on crime" and "terrible for Foreign Policy" in an attack that brought a flurry of rebukes.

Leo speaks to journalists outside his residence in Castel Gandolfo on Tuesday. (Gregorio Borgia/AP)


Shortly after Trump delivered those comments, Leo told reporters that he has "no fear of the Trump administration." He later made a series of speeches during his trip to Africa in which he decried "tyrants" who fund wars. Leo, however, later sought to lower the temperature, saying those remarks were not aimed at Trump.
Rubio said his meeting with the pope Thursday would revolve around a host of topics, including Africa following the pope's recent trip, problems with distributing humanitarian aid in Cuba, as well as concerns over religious freedom.
Speaking to journalists on Tuesday in Rome, U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See Brian Burch said, "I don't accept the idea that somehow there's some deep rift."
"I think nations have disagreements, and I think one of the ways that you work through those is, as the Holy See says, is through fraternity and authentic dialogue," Burch said. "I think the secretary is coming here in that spirit, to have a frank conversation about U.S. policy, to engage in dialogue, to better understand each other and to work through -- if there are differences -- certainly to talk through that."
Stefano Pitrelli contributed to this report.
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Religion
Poll finds broad rejection of religion-related messages from Trump, Hegseth
Americans rate Pope Leo positively but are deeply critical of the president's social media post that appeared to depict him as Jesus, the Post-ABC-Ipsos poll found.

President Donald Trump has been critical in recent statements about Pope Leo XIV. (AP)


By Michelle Boorstein, Scott Clement | 2026-05-06
Americans are deeply uncomfortable with recent religion-related statements by President Donald Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth -- a striking rebuke in a closely divided country, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.
The poll finds positive ratings for Pope Leo XIV, who has criticized U.S. actions on immigration and in Iran, drawing criticism from Trump that the president repeated on Tuesday·.
Eighty-seven percent of Americans have a negative view of Trump's social media post appearing to depict himself as Jesus, according to the poll. Sixty-nine percent dislike Hegseth praying at the Pentagon for "overwhelming violence of action against those who deserve no mercy."
Both expressions drew criticism even from Republicans and Trump voters, unusual at a time of deep political tribalism. Eighty percent of 2024 Trump voters had a negative reaction to Trump's Jesus post, as did 79 percent of Republicans. On Hegseth's prayer, more than 40 percent of both groups reacted negatively.
"There is only one Jesus! I found the posts to be inappropriate and offensive. Humility is at the core of being Jesus," said Kimberly Chopin, a 57-year-old Catholic who lives in suburban Baton Rouge and voted for Trump. She added that Hegseth's prayer calling for violence made her "extremely uncomfortable. That kind of language sounds like the language of al-Qaeda."
Trump deleted the AI-generated image of himself as Jesus after widespread backlash, including allegations of blasphemy from the religious right.
For more than a decade, Trump has presented himself as a champion of the deeply religious. He has been rewarded with broad support from White Christians, some of whom compare him with biblical heroes. The new poll shows a decline in their approval, however, as Trump's administration faces criticism from not only the pope but multiple high-ranking U.S. Catholic clerics, as well as leaders of other conservative faiths, for aspects of his immigration crackdown and the war in Iran.
While 9 in 10 White evangelical Protestants -- the most pro-Trump religious bloc of Americans -- have a negative view of Trump posting the Jesus-like image, the vast majority of that group -- about 7 out of 10 -- still approved of Trump's overall performance as president. That is a drop of 10 percentage points from his approval rating among White evangelicals in a poll in February 2025.
Trump has said publicly that he was responsible for putting the image on social media, and that he thought it depicted him as akin to a doctor or Red Cross workers. Despite the president's statement, Kristine Rooff, an evangelical Protestant who voted for Trump, said she doesn't believe he posted the image.
"He's a strong man. He stands up for what he believes in and he believes in protecting America," said Rooff, 67, who lives in Missouri and retired last year from a job working for the state with the disabled. "I don't think of him as a champion for Christians, but to me he has good values."
Trump won the White Catholic vote by a more than 20-point margin in the 2024 presidential election. But his approval rating with that group is down in the new poll, at 49 percent, compared with 63 percent in February 2025. His approval rate stands at 38 percent for all Catholics, a 10-point drop since then.
Among the public overall, Trump's approval rating has dropped from 45 percent in February 2025 to 37 percent. Americans seem to feel more warmly toward Leo, the first U.S.-born pope, who succeeded Pope Francis last year.
In recent months, Leo and some of his surrogates in the U.S. have expressed criticism and disapproval of some U.S. military and immigration-enforcement actions. In response, Trump has lashed out at the pope.
In the poll, 2 of 3 Americans react positively to Leo asking Americans to contact Congress to work for peace and reject war. Nearly 6 in 10 have a negative reaction to Trump's false claim about the pope saying "it's OK for Iran to have a nuclear weapon."
Trump's criticism of Leo, said Chopin, "left a bad taste in my mouth."
"Catholics make up the largest Christian denomination in the country, why wouldn't you at least want to engage in a positive way?" she said. "Here's the leader of the Catholic church, a respected one and the first American! I just felt there should be discussion."
Rooff, who said she had "strongly negative" views of Leo, repeated Trump's false claim that the pontiff said Iran should be able to have nuclear weapons. She also disapproves of what she sees as Leo's too-welcoming approach to LGBTQ+ people.
"I have no problem with their community but if you go by the Bible, religious leaders accepting them as though they're going to heaven, as though it's all peaches and roses, and it's not," she said.
Among Americans who are familiar with him, Leo has a positive image -- 41 percent are favorable compared with 16 percent who are unfavorable. A sizable 43 percent of Americans are still unfamiliar with the pontiff, however.
Leo is popular among American Catholics, including Catholic Republicans and Trump voters, the poll found, and overwhelmingly popular among Democrats and those who voted for Democrat Kamala Harris in 2024.
Cindy Luna, 28, a Nevada Republican who voted for Trump, said the president's social media post and Hegseth's prayer are typical of the reasons she in recent years has felt more skepticism for politics in general as well as the Republican Party.
"He can disagree with the pope, that's fine, but he doesn't understand who the pope is," said Luna, who is a Hispanic Catholic and stay-at-home parent. She said that as someone who sees herself as consistently "pro-life" she respects Leo for his stances against the war and on helping the disenfranchised, including migrants.
"He is not a politician, so he'll call a spade a spade," Luna said. "He's going to disagree when it goes against our teaching and call it out."
The Jesus image, added onto to other controversial Trump posts, "have made me realize politicians are just human and they are tempted by other vices as well," Luna said.
The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll also asked about a post by Trump made while his administration was in negotiations with Iran. The post, which said "a whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again," seemed to suggest the use of nuclear weapons. It triggered extensive public debate, including from moral theologians and philosophers who study ethics and war.
Seventy-six percent of Americans reacted negatively to that post, including 53 who did so "strongly."
Read detailed results of the Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll. The poll was conducted online April 24-28 among 2,560 U.S. adults nationwide reached through the Ipsos KnowledgePanel, an ongoing panel of U.S. households recruited by mail using random sampling methods. Overall results have a margin of error of plus or minus two percentage points. The sample was weighted to match population demographics, 2024 turnout/vote choice and political partisanship.
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D.C. Politics
Former D.C. mayor Anthony Williams endorses McDuffie in Democratic primary
Williams said he believes Kenyan McDuffie has the right experience to lead the city as it faces "generational challenges" to its economy.

Former D.C. mayor Anthony Williams said he believes Kenyan R. McDuffie has the right experience to lead the city. (Linda Davidson/The Washington Post)


By Meagan Flynn | 2026-05-07
Kenyan R. McDuffie, a top contender in the Democratic primary for D.C. mayor, picked up a prominent backer Thursday in former mayor Anthony Williams, known for steering the District into economic recovery after its rocky financial control board years.
Williams, who served as mayor from 1999 to 2007, remains influential in business circles as the chief executive officer of the Federal City Council, a business and civic advocacy group. His support further underscores McDuffie's appeal among the business class at a time the District's economy is experiencing a period of distress caused by mass federal job cuts.
Williams said D.C. was facing a "generational challenges" to its economy, including the repositioning of federal office buildings, and believed McDuffie had the right experience for the moment. McDuffie chaired the council's business and economic development period during a similarly challenging time, Williams said, after the pandemic wreaked havoc and hollowed out office buildings due to remote work.
"I think he's just shown the legislative leadership that I think will translate into executive leadership," Williams said, pointing to McDuffie's support for incentives to attract housing investment and major economic development projects such as Capital One Arena or RFK Stadium.
McDuffie has touted his record on small business aid, particularly after the pandemic, and has pledged to create a "Stay in DC" fund to prevent displacement of local businesses and, among other things, invest in job pipelines in artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and technology to lessen the reliance on the federal government.
"D.C. is a city where if you do things right, you can restore investment into our economy," Williams said. "And I think Kenyan is best positioned to do that."
Williams is the second former mayor to back McDuffie. Sharon Pratt Kelly, who served from 1991 to 1995, did so as well.
But one leader many are waiting to hear from, outgoing Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), has yet to weigh in on the race. Bowser opted last fall not to seek a fourth term, leaving the mayor's race wide open for the first time in 20 years -- since Williams left office.
McDuffie's top opponent in the mayoral contest is council member Janeese Lewis George (D-Ward 4).
Lewis George, who has more of a reputation as a workers' rights fighter, has sought to make inroads with the business community with promises of a downtown development corporation and plans to facilitate more mixed-use projects through public-private partnerships to reduce reliance on office space, including in the health care and higher education sectors.
Lewis George has racked up significant support from more than a dozen labor unions, including hospitality workers and teachers and government workers, along with various progressive organizations and urban policy groups like DC YIMBYS and Greater Greater Washington. Three fellow liberal council members -- Charles Allen (D-Ward 6), Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) and Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) -- have also endorsed her.
McDuffie has drawn support from a pair of D.C. Realtors groups, a small landlords association, building trades and DC New Liberals, as well as Sen. Angela Alsobrooks (D-Maryland) and former council members including Mary M. Cheh, former chair Linda Cropp and Charlene Drew Jarvis.
Also competing in the Democratic primary are federal contractor Rini Simpath, real estate investor Gary Goodweather, small business owner Hope Solomon and former council member Vincent B. Orange, who has run for mayor twice before but never garnered more than 3 percent of the vote.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Cooler today before temperatures rise again into the weekend
Occasional raindrops visit, but it's drier than not in days ahead. 

Azaleas in bloom at the National Arboretum. (Gary House/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-05-07
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Cooler today with morning clouds giving way to sun. A few raindrops could bookend the day as highs reach 60 to 65.
What's next? A bit milder Friday and Saturday. Warm on Sunday. We continue to see rain chances pepper the region into early next week.
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: Clouds of the morning sully a fairly nice, if cool, afternoon. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): A couple of showers from overnight linger this morning, especially east. Turning sunnier with time, ahead of another small chance of late-day showers. Highs reach 60 to 65 as winds blow from the northwest around 10 mph. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Some evening cloudiness and the slight chance of a shower. Otherwise, partly to mostly clear overnight with lows about 42 to 47. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Pretty decent to end the workweek. A mix of sun and clouds, with more sun in the morning. Highs generally within a few degrees of 70. Confidence: Medium-High ? Nice Day!
Tomorrow night: Clouds are in control, but some moments of clearer sky are a good bet. Lows range from the upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Partly to mostly cloudy Saturday. Some showers may dot the region, too. They're probably most common in the afternoon, when a storm could rumble by. Temperatures reach a range of near 70 to the mid-70s. Confidence: Medium
Sunnier Sunday, and with the sun, some warmer readings. We should see numbers around 80 in the afternoon. A few showers possible in the late afternoon or toward evening. Confidence: Medium
We open the workweek Monday with another cloudier day featuring a shower chance. Highs should end up near 70. Similar temperatures, but more sun, for Tuesday. Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2003, severe storms produced damaging winds, hail and tornadoes in the region. A pair of tornadoes hit Southern Maryland, bringing down trees and power lines and causing minor damage to homes and buildings in parts of Charles and St. Mary's counties. In Virginia, another twister downed trees and caused minor structural damage around Warrenton. A severe thunderstorm produced high winds that downed trees and power lines in Fairfax County and Alexandria.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 74
	Average low: 55
	Record high: 95 (1930)
	Record low: 38 (1970)
	Record rainfall: 2.35 inches (1886)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Photos show man firing at Secret Service near JD Vance's motorcade
The suspect has been charged with assaulting federal officers with a deadly weapon in Monday's shooting.

(US District Court of DC/United States of America v. Michael Marx (AKA: Michael Patrick or Michael Zavici))


By Steve Thompson | 2026-05-06

Suspect 1 is shown running across the intersection toward civilians and drawing a firearm. (US District Court of DC/United States of America v. Michael Marx (AKA: Michael Patrick or Michael Zavici))


A Texas man was charged Wednesday in a shooting this week near the Washington Monument just after a motorcade carrying Vice President JD Vance passed.
Federal prosecutors have identified the suspect as Michael Marx, 45, of Midland, Texas. Documents filed in U.S. District Court in D.C. include these moment-by-moment photographs of what happened.
At 3:38 p.m. on Monday, the motorcade carrying the vice president was leaving the White House, passing through the area of 15th Street and Independence Avenue in Southwest Washington, authorities say. Minutes later, a plainclothes U.S. Secret Service agent near the area noticed a man, who authorities later identified as Marx, wearing a gray shirt and black pants and appeared to be hiding a handgun in his waistband.




The Secret Service agent requested help, and uniformed Secret Service officers soon saw Marx walking along the path of the motorcade, according to an affidavit. He walked up to an intersection where bystanders gathered at a crosswalk. The officers began getting out of a car as the bystanders crossed the street.




The officers "gave verbal commands" to Marx, who began running.




As officers pursued, Marx reached into his waistband and drew his gun, authorities allege.




Marx reached the sidewalk on the other side of the street, turned and fired toward one of the officers, as well as in the direction of a juvenile passerby behind the officer, authorities say.




After he fired, authorities say, the passerby, whose age was not given, clutched his leg. The boy's family realized he'd been shot.




Secret Service officers fired back at Marx, striking him in the hand, left arm and abdomen, and he collapsed. Investigators would find a Sig Sauer P365 near where he lay, authorities say.
Officers said Marx spit on them as they tried to give him first aid. While in the back of an ambulance, he said something to the effect of "F--- the White House" and "Kill me, kill me, kill me," authorities allege.
Marx faces charges of assaulting federal officers with a dangerous weapon, using and discharging a firearm during a crime of violence, and unlawful possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. He was found guilty of trafficking illegal drugs in Florida in 2011, according to the affidavit. A court docket did not immediately list an attorney for him.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Showers this evening and tonight, then cooler Thursday
Things will be warmer Friday into the weekend, when shower chances could return.

"Resting" by Paul Suttman, photographed Saturday at the Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center in Solomons, Maryland. (Ron Cohn/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow | 2026-05-06
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A couple of heavy showers, or a storm or two, possible through sunset. More rain tonight as lows settle into the 50s.
What's next? Cooler tomorrow before warming Friday into the weekend, when shower chances could return.

Rainfall totals from Wednesday morning. (National Weather Service) 


This morning's light rain is moving off to the east, after depositing about 0.1 to 0.3 inches into our depleted soils and streams. It's something, but we could use a lot more.
A broken line of showers and thunderstorms, passing from west to east, is possible late this afternoon and into the evening, although amounts will be highly variable and generally modest. Additional showers are possible overnight and into tomorrow, but they, too, probably won't amount to much. On average, an additional 0.1 to 0.2 inches of rain may fall, although locally heavier amounts are possible, especially east of D.C.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: An isolated shower or storm is possible through about sunset. More widespread showers or light rain may break out later in the evening and last through the predawn hours before shifting east. Winds turn to come from the north this evening, bringing in cooler air as overnight lows fall back into the 50s. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow (Thursday): Some showers may linger during the morning, especially near and east of Interstate 95. An isolated shower is still possible through the afternoon. Mostly cloudy skies help limit highs to the upper 50s and low 60s. Confidence: Low-Medium
Tomorrow night: Clearing skies arrive during the evening and the overnight hours. Cooler lows settle in the 40s. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Friday looks like a winner with partly to mostly sunny skies and highs in the mid-60s to near 70. Partly cloudy Friday night with lows in the 40s to near 50. Confidence: Medium-High
The weekend looks partly sunny with Saturday highs in the upper 60s to mid-70s, and Sunday highs in the mid-70s to low 80s. There is some shower potential both days, especially earlier in the day Saturday and later in the day Sunday. Confidence: Low-Medium
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Rainy at times early, scattered showers and a few storms possible late. Any rain is much needed despite disrupting outdoor activities. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-10 scale.
On this date in 2022, heavy rainfall caused flooding that continued into the next day. One inch of rain fell at Reagan National Airport, and 1.29 inches fell May 7, prompting flood warnings. Many local streams and rivers reached or surpassed flood stage, inundating roadways, several of which were closed.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 74.
	Average low: 55.
	Record high: 93 (1950).
	Record low: 37 (1911).
	Record rainfall: 1.27 inches (1912).

Ian Livingston contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
After 5 days on a D.C. bridge, a man ends his protest and comes down
Guido Reichstadter was placed in handcuffs and taken away in an ambulance.

Emergency personnel remove Guido Reichstadter, 45, from the Frederick Douglass Bridge in D.C. (Julia Demaree-Nikhinson/AP)


By Sophia Solano | 2026-05-06
Five days after activist Guido Reichstadter climbed a thin arch to the top of the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge, he descended Wednesday morning, ending his protest of the war with Iran and the proliferation of artificial intelligence.
He took about 10 minutes to trek down an internal ladder hidden within the arch. Officials waited for him in a fire truck basket stretched to reach a circular hole under the arch near the bridge's sidewalk. Dozens more police officers, firefighters and emergency medicine personnel waited for him on and below the bridge. About 20 police vehicles were stationed nearby, halting and resuming traffic.
Reichstadter was handcuffed in the basket. When it reached the grass below, he was placed onto a stretcher and taken away in an ambulance. His food ran out Saturday morning, he told The Washington Post, and he had been without water since Sunday.
"I hope that this action has offered something to motivate and inspire you, and that it can serve as fuel for greater commitment and action in the cause of peace and in the fight for our future," he said Tuesday evening in his final X post from atop the bridge.
It's the 45-year-old Floridian's second time scaling the bridge that connects Washington across the Anacostia River. In 2022, he climbed an arch and remained there for 24 hours to protest the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe vs. Wade.
In 2024, he relocated to San Francisco, co-founded StopAI and embarked on a series of activist stunts designed to bring attention to the causes he championed. In September, he went on a 30-day hunger strike outside the San Francisco headquarters of AI company Anthropic. He'll likely go on trial this month, he said, for locking the doors of the OpenAI offices shut with a steel chain.
Members of the feminist anti-war nonprofit Code Pink went to the bridge each day since his ascent Friday to show their support. Co-founder Medea Benjamin said she has "been in a state of despair" about the war.
"I'm always thinking, 'What more can I do? How can I make my voice louder?'" she said through harsh wind and strong rain near the bridge shortly before Reichstadter left. "And then I heard what Guido was doing. I'm inspired by him. I think of him as a hero, and I know that we'll form a movement to support him in any legal issues that he faces."

Reichstadter atop the bridge on Wednesday morning. (Julia Demaree-Nikhinson/AP)


A handful of supporters shouted as Reichstadter climbed down the interior ladder.
"We love you Guido!" they yelled. Their chants -- "No war with Iran!" -- became more personal as officials guided him out of the hatch. "Free, free Guido!"
There were some false exits -- around 10:30 p.m. Sunday, Reichstadter said on X that he would soon leave the bridge. On Monday evening, he said he would leave the bridge Tuesday afternoon. He decided to descend, he said, because he could not go much longer without water.
D.C. police tried for days to convince Reichstadter to leave the bridge -- since they first arrived on scene mid-ascent on Friday. By Tuesday, they used his earlier statements to persuade him.
"You're a man of your word," they shouted through a megaphone. "You told us you'd come down."
Reichstadter suspects he will serve time in jail. He said via text Tuesday night that he will "keep doing my work in jail ... through [dialogue] with my fellow inmates and through writing and phone calls outside."
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Tech
Inside a MAGA influencer's turn against the right-wing machine
Once a prominent pro-Trump provocateur, Ashley St. Clair now claims to expose how top MAGA creators coordinate messaging and turn political outrage into profit.




By Drew Harwell | 2026-05-07

Ashley St. Clair, a mother to one of Elon Musk's children, has renounced her life as a pro-Trump provocateur.


Few MAGA influencers were as committed to the digital cause as Ashley St. Clair.
The 27-year-old former brand ambassador for the late Charlie Kirk's Turning Point USA published an anti-transgender children's book, appeared prime-time on Fox News and posted selfies from President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.
On X, where St. Clair has more than 1 million followers, she had become a legend: a young conservative woman fighting back against the perceived liberal excesses of "brain rot" feminism and the "'woke' agenda" -- a reputation that swelled last year, when she revealed that she had secretly had a child with the platform's multibillionaire owner, Elon Musk.
But in the past few months, St. Clair has become one of the right-wing internet's most scathing and visible critics. Many of Trump's top online cheerleaders are actually just mercenaries of the attention economy, she argues, working to turn political outrage and talking points coordinated with administration officials into paid promotional deals.
"There is no free thinking here," she said in a TikTok video last month about the movement she joined when she was 19. "They are waiting to get marching orders and a direct deposit."
St. Clair's transformation from a self-described "good little foot soldier" to MAGA turncoat has unspooled in near-daily monologues to more than 77,000 followers on her TikTok feed, where she applies makeup from her New York apartment and claims to expose the secrets of her former allies and the hidden machinery that made them social media stars.
Her viral criticism has triggered unease across the online right, where some of her ex-compatriots have argued she is a disgruntled attention-seeker moving onto her next grift. Naomi Seibt, a far-right German activist and influencer, said in an X post that St. Clair is "projecting her guilt and bitterness for a decade of selling out onto us."
St. Clair, however, contends that she is speaking out of remorse over her former conduct, which she said contributed to a movement built on fear and false patriotism, where "everything is staged, everything is for a dollar, everything is about making money."
"They can say whatever they want about me, but they know I'm not a liar," she said in an interview, referring to her critics. "That's why they're so angry."
St. Clair has become one of the most notable defectors from a once-unified cohort of MAGA provocateurs, whose viral posts and meme videos helped promote Trump's policies on the campaign trail and in the White House.
But her comments add to a growing wave of disillusionment amid Trump's movement from well-known figures of the conservative media ecosystem, such as Tucker Carlson, Candace Owens and Joe Rogan, who have argued that Trump's support for a war with Iran and his administration's immigration strategy have shaken the support of his political base.
The White House declined to comment. Carlson, Owens and Rogan did not respond to requests for comment.
Renee DiResta, an associate research professor at Georgetown University who wrote about political influencers in her book "Invisible Rulers," said St. Clair has helped clarify a long-running debate about the animating factors of political influencers' beliefs.
"She's saying out loud what people who track the space have observed on the outside to be highly likely," she said. "It's a lucrative space for people willing to skirt ethical ... obligations."
St. Clair rose through the ranks of MAGA influence in the years after Trump's first term, gaining millions of views for her posts on X, including one in which she referred to Hillary Clinton and Kamala Harris as "insufferable wenches" and another in which she complained about migrants flying in "premium seats" on her flight from Phoenix to New York.
Her online popularity helped her unlock access to the highest levels of conservative power, including with visits to Mar-a-Lago and photos with figures like Kash Patel, now the director of the FBI.
Her posts on X, then called Twitter, also won her the attention of Musk, leading to a secret relationship and, as she revealed in February 2025, the birth of their son, her second child. The two have gone to court over custody of the boy and are now estranged. Musk did not respond to requests for comment.
In the months after her announcement, as her dispute with Musk gained attention, St. Clair mostly vanished from the internet. She later described this period in a TikTok video as a time of doubt and self-reflection, when she realized she "didn't understand what [she] was talking about."
She had grown disillusioned seeing how her political allies had talked about or treated women, she said, but she had stayed quiet for fear that contradicting them would mean "blowing up [her] entire life."
As a prominent right-wing influencer, "it's not just your political beliefs but your social community, your finances -- everything is tied to MAGA," she said. "I couldn't exactly leave and get a job at Starbucks or Pinterest with my Google search results."
In January, she reappeared, saying in X posts that she felt "immense guilt" for her role in spreading anti-transgender views and for building a following on a site "run on performative viciousness."
In recent weeks, St. Clair has spoken about that guilt in 10-minute TikTok videos, where she has shared text messages from, and spoken bluntly about, some of the MAGA internet's biggest names.
St. Clair renders the clips in the style of "get ready with me" videos, speaking into the camera as she critiques, for instance, the cakiness of the reformulated version of Armani Beauty's Luminous Silk foundation.
Throughout the videos, she lays bare what she says are some of the MAGA influencer space's biggest secrets. In some, she alleges that top MAGA internet personalities, some of whom have portrayed themselves as grassroots activists, depended on talking points delivered to them by administration officials and congressional Republicans in group chats with names such as "Fight, Fight, Fight," which Trump said while being whisked off stage after an assassination attempt during a 2024 rally in Pennsylvania.
After an armed man entered the hotel where the White House correspondents' dinner was being held last month, St. Clair remarked online that many influencers had posted strikingly similar comments about how the incident reaffirmed Trump's need for a White House ballroom. Although St. Clair can no longer access the group chat, she said, she recalled that many of them had been long-running participants in the conversation.
In the roughly 24 hours after the shooting, more than 100 right-wing influencers, politicians and commentators posted about the importance of a White House ballroom, according to a Post analysis of posts on X, Gettr, Gab and Truth Social. It's not clear how many accounts, if any, posted as a result of seeing the group chat.
Some of the influencers, she said, further benefited from signing onto undisclosed digital-marketing campaigns that paid them based on how many views they could get on X posts boosting conservative candidates or policy goals.
She shared a screenshot with The Washington Post showing one campaign from the influencer-marketing platform Urban Legend, created within a week of the U.S. Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021, which instructed participating influencers to tell their audiences to "pledge to vote against any House Members who supported [Trump's] impeachment."
"They were sent to Washington to work for the American People, not divide us," read a follow-up message, offering suggested language. The screenshot does not specifically indicate that money changed hands.
Urban Legend's website tells creators that it is an invite-only platform that "pays you for driving action on topics you're already talking about" and encourages them to "never promote something you don't believe in." An Urban Legend representative said conservative messaging makes up only a portion of its business, which also includes campaigns for parenting, sports and food content.
The Federal Trade Commission requires influencers to tell viewers when they have been paid to endorse a product, but that rule doesn't apply to political ads. Advocacy groups such as the Campaign Legal Center have urged regulators to require more thorough disclosures for social media, in line with radio and TV ads. Voters can be "deprived of crucial information necessary to make an informed electoral choice," Saurav Ghosh, the group's director of federal campaign finance reform, wrote in December.
Some of the offers were made via direct messages, St. Clair said. She shared a screenshot with The Post of a message from a Republican strategist asking her to repost messages from conservative candidates in California and saying he was "happy to pay of course." She said such deals were common and shared screenshots of messages and documents discussing sponsored posts and "influencer compensation" packages worth thousands of dollars per deal.
Right-wing influencers have disproportionately benefited from that style of direct outreach, said Matthew Sheffield, a former conservative blogger and consultant who has since become a critic of the right-wing media and now runs the newsletter and podcast network Flux. There is growing interest in building a similar infrastructure on the left through groups like the liberal influencer platform Chorus, Sheffield said, but Democratic spending still favors more traditional get-out-the-vote efforts and TV ads. (A Chorus representative said the group doesn't disseminate messaging but pays creators who attend sessions related to social media strategies and progressive political views.)
Some of the messages St. Clair recalled were less about boosting money than digital attention. She shared a message from James Blair -- a Trump campaign official who later became White House deputy chief of staff and is now on leave to run Trump's political operation -- asking for her help sharing his personal X post in October 2024 about how the Federal Emergency Management Agency had given "money to illegal immigrants."
"Can E help gas this fire?" Blair wrote, likely referring to Musk, who later responded and promoted at least two of Blair's posts criticizing Democrats' conduct before the presidential election the next month. The message made no suggestion about payment, according to a screenshot shared with The Post. Blair did not respond to requests for comment.
In her videos, St. Clair said she was drawn to the life of a flame-throwing partisan influencer because of her personal insecurities, need for validation and the allure of fame and financial reward. She has also spoken in caustic terms about some of her former fellow combatants, calling them "cerebral speed bumps" and alleging that some were incompetent or had used drugs.
"My hands are not clean, okay? I have contributed to this rhetoric, absolutely, and I am incredibly remorseful about my role in this," she said in a video last week.
That has led some of her critics to argue that she is a flawed or begrudging messenger. Rogan O'Handley, a MAGA influencer known as "DC Draino" who once dated St. Clair, said in a statement on X that she only wanted to "attack and demonize people whose America First politics she opposes."
Another, Benny Johnson, said St. Clair was involved in "grifting e-girl drama." O'Handley and Johnson did not respond to requests for comment.
St. Clair said in an interview that she is recounting her experience in such a raw fashion because she worries that the viral-outrage infrastructure she participated in will outlive Trump's time in office, fostering even more secretive cooperation between political operatives and influencers that could corrode American politics.
For now, she said, she is spending most of her time raising two children and finishing her undergraduate studies while preparing to enter law school. She said she is committed to exposing the machinery she once contributed to so that others will "see the rot."
"I have everything to lose and nothing to gain from speaking out about the most powerful people in the world," she said. "At the same time, I want my kids to know they should never sacrifice what's right for being materially comfortable."
Jeremy Merrill contributed to this report.
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Education
Why some schools are cutting back on the technology they spent billions on
At least a dozen states have proposed or adopted policies to curb screen time, such as time limits and allowing families to opt out of virtual instruction.

First-graders work on their laptops in a classroom in Colorado in 2024. (Hyoung Chang/Denver Post via Getty Images)


By Lauren Lumpkin | 2026-05-07

Over the last school year, 88 percent of public schools reported in a federal survey they had given every child a laptop, tablet or similar device. (John Moore/Getty Images)


School districts spent billions on technology during the pandemic, but now some states are limiting in-school screen time because of concerns about its impact on children.
Nationwide schools invested at least $15 billion and possibly as much as $35 billion from federal pandemic relief funds on laptops, learning software and other technology between 2020 and 2024, according to an estimate by the Edunomics Lab, an education think tank.
By last school year, 88 percent of public schools reported in a federal survey they had given every child a laptop, tablet or similar device.
Now, some states and school districts are walking back their technology use following pressure from parents who claim too much in-school screen time has zapped children's attention spans and left them worse off academically.
At least a dozen states introduced or adopted policies this year that attempt to regulate screen time in schools -- from prescribing limits to allowing families to opt out of virtual instruction.
The scrutiny comes amid a reckoning with the ubiquitous -- and potentially dangerous -- role of technology in children's lives.
UNESCO, UNICEF and the International Telecommunication Union issued guidelines this year for digital learning that said online education programs have "introduced important innovations" but can also treat students as "consumers" and expose them to health, safety and privacy risks.
Curriculum Associates, maker of the popular testing and instructional platform i-Ready, is being sued over claims it unlawfully collects and shares student data without proper consent. (The company denies selling student data and said the claims are "legally meritless.") Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, has faced lawsuits that sought abatement for the public, including schools, claiming the company designed its platforms to be addictive for children.
"I think this is a moment when we are all feeling pretty exploited and taken advantage of by tech companies," said Lila Byock, founder of Schools Beyond Screens, a Los Angeles-based parent group advocating for reduced device usage in schools. Byock is also a plaintiff in the Curriculum Associates suit.
The group's efforts led to changes in the Los Angeles Unified School District, the second-largest public school system in the country. The school board in April passed a resolution requiring the district to craft screen time limits for older children, eliminate most uses of digital devices for children through first grade and restrict access to YouTube and gaming sites.
Other states are embracing or considering similar limits.
Utah's state school board will create device usage policies, including rules that prohibit screen time for kindergarten through third-graders for most subjects, following the passage of a law pushed by a parent group. Lawmakers in Iowa passed legislation that caps digital instruction in elementary schools at 60 minutes per day.
In Missouri, a bill would require every school district in that state to come up with a screen time policy is making its way through the state legislature.
"Ed tech is just big tech in a sweater vest," said Missouri state Rep. Tricia Byrnes (R), who introduced the legislation and blames what she described as the overuse of technology for middling test scores.
For years, Google, Apple and a host of companies that design education software have marketed devices and apps to schools, promising to boost academic performance and increase student engagement.
Children read digital textbooks and download apps to complete assignments and quizzes. Teachers use Google Classroom to communicate with students and assign coursework. And it is now the norm to take standardized tests on screens.
"Technology is a huge tool to be able to more personalize [learning], and it lets students learn at their own pace," said Tom Livezey, superintendent of Oakridge Public Schools in western Michigan. "Access to learning has never been more equitable."
Complicating the issue is research that shows students do not see any academic gains when provided with laptops. A meta-analysis of studies on reading comprehension suggests paper-based texts are better than digital-based reading.
Similarly, a study released this week by the National Bureau of Economic Research found that in-school cellphone bans had little effect on academic outcomes.
Some education advocates and worried parents, undeterred, say too much screen time is harmful.
In Los Angeles, Byock said she grew concerned when her middle-schooler started bringing home D's and F's. His teachers told her the boy was having trouble staying focused on his school-issued iPad.
"I had no idea that kids were still on devices all day long. I just thought that was a relic of the covid era," she said. "The problem is that he gets so distracted on his iPad that he was just missing assignments."
School administrators typically block noneducational websites, such as social media, games or porn, but students can often circumvent the roadblocks. YouTube, which is often allowed in schools because teachers use it for instruction, is a constant source of distraction, Byock said.
A body of research has established that excessive or unstructured screen time can have detrimental effects on children, including harming language development, weakening social skills and triggering anxiety and depression.
But the effects of school-issued devices and in-school usage on children's development are less understood, said Tiffany Munzer, a developmental behavioral pediatrician and digital media researcher at the University of Michigan.
Some studies report that high-quality digital tools can support students' learning goals, Munzer said. But "a lot of the apps that are marketed as educational ... are not actually educational and contain a lot of commercialized content."
She has met children who struggle to pay attention in class and in some cases has asked schools to limit device usage for some of her patients. "These one-to-one laptops just unfortunately create a lot of temptation for students," Munzer said.
The wave of tech restrictions is getting pushback from groups, including the Software & Information Industry Association, which advocates for technology companies. Sara Kloek, the trade group's vice president of education and youth policy, said beneficial educational tools are being lumped in with consumer technology and social media.
"I think there's a lot of conflation and concern about the use of technology by children and teens, but instead of talking about how they're using it, we're talking about how much they're using it," Kloek said. "Instead of brute force legislation that outright bans things, just first understanding how things are worked, what's effective, what's not. I think that sort of approach is really helpful."
In most cases, schools use research-backed digital programs, said Hank Thiele, superintendent of Community High School District 99, a suburban system west of Chicago. He added that exposure to technology sets children up for careers.
"I don't think there's any professional workplace out there where they're paper-pencil only," Thiele said. "If I remove all screens all the time ... that's not going to prepare our kids."
He also sees room for reflection now. The pandemic forced districts to adopt technology quickly. In some schools, every student had a laptop seemingly overnight as teachers were introduced to new software. "It's a chance to audit how things are being used," Thiele said.
Carol Rouse, a high school teacher in Tennessee, said digital devices have a place in most grades. The state recently passed a law that requires school districts to craft device-usage policies and minimize unnecessary screen time for elementary-school students.
She said she has been heartened by her district's attempts to block distracting websites. If she suspects her students are veering off task, she uses a monitoring software to project everyone's screen onto her SMART Board screen.
"We learned the hard way," she said. "Now we're getting control of the technology."
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National
Suspect in Colorado firebombing attack expected to plead guilty
Mohamed Sabry Soliman, 46, faces life in prison after he was accused of hurling makeshift molotov cocktails at a group of demonstrators voicing support for Israeli hostages in Gaza in June. 

A woman places flowers at a makeshift memorial for victims of an attack outside a courthouse in Boulder, Colorado, on June 3. (David Zalubowski/AP)


By Karin Brulliard | 2026-05-07
BOULDER, Colo. -- A man accused of firebombing a group of demonstrators voicing support for Israeli hostages in Gaza is expected to plead guilty Thursday to first-degree murder and dozens of other state charges, according to a court document.
Mohamed Sabry Soliman, 46, faces a sentence of life in prison without parole and an additional 400 years in connection with the June 1 attack, which killed one person and injured a dozen others, his attorneys wrote in a motion filed in a separate federal case.
Soliman, an Egyptian citizen, is accused of hurling makeshift molotov cocktails while shouting "Free Palestine" in the attack on a peaceful weekly walk along a downtown pedestrian mall in this college town northwest of Denver. One participant, 82-year-old Karen Diamond, later died of her injuries, and others were seriously wounded.
Soliman, who prosecutors say told police he wanted "to kill all Zionist people," had previously pleaded not guilty to more than 180 state charges and to federal hate crime charges. The Justice Department is still considering whether to accept Soliman's offer to plead guilty to the federal counts or instead pursue the death penalty, his attorneys wrote in the motion filed Sunday.
In that motion, Soliman's attorneys sought to block the deportation of his ex-wife, Hayam El Gamal, and their five children, arguing that their in-person testimony may be necessary for future court proceedings. Soliman's attorneys say the family members knew nothing about his plans for the attack, which they wrote was "profoundly inconsistent with his prior conduct."
The family arrived in the United States on tourist visas in 2022, and Soliman applied for asylum for them the following year. The government acknowledged the application and issued work permits to Soliman and El Gamal, his federal attorneys said in court documents.
Even so, federal officers took the family -- including children ranging in age from 5 to 18 -- into custody two days after the assault and has since repeatedly sought to deport them.
El Gamal, who divorced Soliman this year, and the children were held in immigration detention in Texas for nearly 11 months, until a federal judge ordered their release in late April.
Two days after they arrived back in Colorado, Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents rearrested them and put them on a plane to a small airport in Michigan, from where they were flown to New Jersey en route to an unknown international destination, El Gamal's attorneys said. The plane turned around and returned them to Colorado after two federal judges halted their removal.
"The United States Government has made its intentions abundantly clear: It will never give up its effort to deport Mr. Soliman's ex-wife and children," Soliman's attorneys wrote this week.
Eric Lee, the family's immigration attorney, has said that El Gamal, 42, suffered from a painful lump in her chest while in detention but was denied proper medical care. She and her children, Lee said in a statement Monday, "are presently recuperating from this experience and from the immense trauma they have suffered for the last year."
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DOJ sues Colorado over high-capacity magazine ban passed after Aurora shooting
The Justice Department alleges Colorado's ban on large-capacity ammunition magazines violates the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms "in common use for lawful purposes."

In this 2013 photo, newly packaged 30-round capacity ammunition magazines were stacked awaiting shipment or storage after Colorado passed a law banning the items. (Brennan Linsley/AP)


By Karin Brulliard | 2026-05-06
The Trump administration sued Colorado on Wednesday over the state's ban on large-capacity ammunition magazines, one day after it filed a similar lawsuit against the city of Denver's assault weapons ban.
State lawmakers prohibited magazines able to hold more than 15 rounds of ammunition following a 2012 shooting at a movie theater in the city of Aurora, which killed a dozen people. The Denver law, passed in 1989, restricts the possession of certain semiautomatic and high-capacity firearms.
The Justice Department alleges that both bans violate the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms "in common use for lawful purposes."
The suits are the latest challenges the Justice Department has filed to state and local gun regulations since the creation last year of a special section within its Civil Rights Division focused on Second Amendment rights.
Since then, the section has announced investigations into gun control laws in California and filed suit over D.C.'s ban on certain semiautomatic firearms, including the AR-15, and gun registration requirements in the Virgin Islands that it has described as unconstitutionally burdensome.
The Justice Department last week demanded Denver and Colorado drop their laws or face litigation, and Colorado officials responded defiantly.
"We're here to let them know that our answer is 'Hell no,'" Denver Mayor Mike Johnston said Monday at a news conference where he was flanked by city officials and gun control advocates.
Phil Weiser, Colorado's attorney general, said on Wednesday that the state would fight what he called a "dangerous overreach" that could endanger residents of a state that has been scarred by several mass killings involving AR-15 style weapons. The state law was upheld by the Colorado Supreme Court in 2020.
"Large-capacity magazine laws are responsible policies that satisfy Second Amendment protections, decrease the deadly impacts of mass shootings, and save lives," Weiser said in a statement.
Jeremy Roebuck contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Ted Turner, cable TV visionary who created CNN, dies at 87
His sprawling legacy encompassed conservation, philanthropy and professional sports, and his bravado earned him the nickname "Mouth of the South."

(Michael Williamson/The Washington Post)


By Adam Bernstein | 2026-05-07
Ted Turner, a mercurial tycoon and gadfly visionary whose "superstation" TBS was a cornerstone of cable TV's early success, whose 24-hour news channel CNN revolutionized TV journalism, and whose sprawling legacy encompassed conservation, philanthropy and professional sports, died Wednesday at his home near Tallahassee. He was 87.
His death was confirmed by Phillip Evans, a spokesman for Turner Enterprises. Mr. Turner revealed in 2018 that he had Lewy body dementia, a progressive brain disorder.
A serial entrepreneur known as "the Mouth of the South" for his bellicosity and bravado, Mr. Turner took over his family's Georgia-based billboard company at 24, after his father's suicide, and transformed the business into a media juggernaut that would forever alter broadcasting.
"CNN really heralds the world of Twitter and social networks and interactivity," said Ken Auletta, a Turner biographer and media writer for the New Yorker. "During the Persian Gulf War, you had a live war for the first time, without commercial breaks. You'd see bombs dropping and people screaming and fire engines roaring. Everything is immediate. It's the world we live in today. He's the father of that world."
Mr. Turner's achievements transcended journalism and business, and his much-publicized personality -- charming, vulgar, daring, impulsive, idealistic, titanically self-regarding -- made him one of the most captivating public figures of his generation.
He presented himself as a Southern gentleman. But he also boasted of being a Ferrari in the bedroom, and with his incessant philandering, he burned through three marriages, including his last, to actress Jane Fonda.

Mr. Turner, left, with Dominique Wilkins and Atlanta Hawks coach Kevin Loughery in 1982. (Joe Holloway/AP)



Mr. Turner and Jane Fonda arrive at the Academy Awards in 1990. (Hal Garb/AFP/Getty Images)


The billionaire Mr. Turner championed a world free of conflict but was on friendly terms with dictators and despots, including Saddam Hussein and Vladimir Putin. A Goldwater Republican turned unabashed liberal, he had friends running the political gamut -- from former president Jimmy Carter to Sen. Jesse Helms (R-North Carolina), from televangelist Jerry Falwell to communist Cuban leader Fidel Castro, who became a duck-hunting companion.
On his cable channels TBS and TNT, Mr. Turner delivered wholesome family fare, including sports and black-and-white reruns. But in his prime, he was a self-confessed absentee husband and father, with family below business and sailing on his list of priorities.
As skipper of the yacht Courageous in 1977, Mr. Turner won the America's Cup, sailing's most prestigious trophy. He also brought his competitive drive to ownership of the Atlanta Braves, the long-hapless baseball team he bought in 1976. The team rewarded his vigorous support and patience with a World Series victory in 1995 over the Cleveland Indians.
His interests and ambitions seemingly boundless, Mr. Turner became one of the largest private landowners in the Western Hemisphere, and he used his more than 2 million acres, from Montana to Argentina, to preserve endangered flora and fauna. He underwrote foundations that campaigned against nuclear arms proliferation and for such causes as population control, solar energy and debt forgiveness for developing countries.
In 1986, he created the Goodwill Games to foster brotherhood among athletes after the two world superpowers -- the United States and Soviet Union -- traded boycotts of the Summer Olympics in Moscow (1980) and Los Angeles (1984) during a surge in Cold War tensions. He lavished hundreds of millions of dollars on the venture before it was shuttered in 2001 because of low television ratings.

Mr. Turner at Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium in 1976. (Charles E. Knoblock/AP)


Years before Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates rose to the top of world philanthropy, Mr. Turner donated $1 billion to start a foundation to support United Nations projects in developing countries.
In business, as in all his undertakings, Mr. Turner cultivated a renegade persona. The bad boy yachtsman, who galled the elite gatekeepers of sailing in New York and Newport, Rhode Island, was also the Atlanta David battling the media Goliaths of New York. "I was cable," he once quipped, "when cable wasn't cool."
Mr. Turner thrived on the role of buccaneer, and he looked the part with his rugged 6-foot-3 frame, square jaw, cleft chin and tidy mustache. A cigar, a beer can and a quip were ever at the ready. "If I only had a little humility," he once joked in his booming Southern drawl, "I'd be perfect."
He came across to many business associates as alarmingly uncontainable. At meetings, he would stand on desks or get down on all fours -- anything, no matter how outrageous, blunt or profane to make his presence known and his will be done. He said he never forgot that he was in show business and that controversy served the purpose of keeping attention on him and, by extension, his networks.
He managed to outrage just about everyone at one point or another. "Christianity is a religion for losers," he once said. Abortion opponents were "idiots" and "bozos." He once called the hijackers of Sept. 11, 2001, "brave."
"Ted is a complicated guy, but he is part genius," Fay Vincent, the former baseball commissioner, told the New York Times in 2001. "Ted doesn't mean the harm he causes; he just cannot shut up."

Mr. Turner in CNN's newsroom in 1985. (AP)


From the start, Mr. Turner showed an insatiable appetite for business and risk. He began to diversify his father's billboard company by gobbling up advertising competitors in radio and television. He bought Atlanta's basketball and hockey teams, as well as its baseball franchise, putting himself in debt to have reliable and relatively cheap programming for his TV stations.
In 1976, with rented satellite capacity, he turned a puny Atlanta UHF station into a superstation that would be able to transmit a lineup of old movies, reruns of "Lassie" and "I Love Lucy," and games played by his sports teams to cable systems across the country. That station, now known as TBS, bolstered the foundation of cable TV when it was desperate for programming to satisfy its monthly subscribers.
Another major gamble came in 1980, with CNN and his move into 24-hour news. He envisioned viewers, long limited to the networks' half-hour evening newscasts, flocking to wall-to-wall coverage of global events.
CNN was initially laughed off as the "Chicken Noodle Network," in part because of its conspicuously low-budget look and its headquarters in the distinctly non-media capital of Atlanta. In CNN's first five years, it hemorrhaged tens of millions of dollars.

Mr. Turner with Rim Abboud and BET co-founder Robert L. Johnson at a Mosaic Foundation party in 2001. (Robert A. Reeder/The Washington Post)


Gradually, CNN upended the way news was consumed, riveting audiences by covering historic events and dramatic human-interest stories as they unfolded: the space shuttle Challenger explosion in 1986; the 58-hour rescue of a toddler from a well in Midland, Texas, in 1987; the Chinese government's massacre of pro-democracy student demonstrators in Beijing's Tiananmen Square in spring 1989; and the demolition of the Berlin Wall -- amid the dissolution of the Soviet bloc -- in fall 1989. (The network also introduced a stable of popular talk and public affairs shows, among them "Larry King Live" and "Crossfire.")
CNN and its Headline News sister station, which launched in 1982, paved the way for cable ventures by CBS, NBC, ABC and Fox and served, in the view of CNN admirers, as a constant visual watchdog.
"The idea of 24-hour news and global news is his creation," Christiane Amanpour, who became the network's chief international correspondent, told the New Yorker. "That's changed the world. It's changed people's relations with their governments. It's meant that governments can no longer crack down with impunity on protests."
Mr. Turner, who was treated for bipolar disorder, was powered by hasty enthusiasms and a tolerance for high-wire risk.
In 1986, he took on potentially crushing debt to finance the takeover of MGM/UA Entertainment Co., whose largest shareholder was billionaire investor Kirk Kerkorian. The initial deal called for Kerkorian to buy back UA and for Mr. Turner to keep MGM. But desperate for cash, Mr. Turner sold most of MGM -- to Kerkorian and a TV-production company -- and ended up paying about $1 billion for MGM's trove of films and cartoons.

Mr. Turner, third from right, poses with movie luminaries after throwing the switch to launch Turner Classic Movies in New York's Times Square in 1994. (Marty Lederhandler/AP)


The archive Mr. Turner retained, however, would feed his superstation and the other networks he formed in subsequent years, including Turner Network Television (TNT), Turner Classic Movies and Cartoon Network.
After CNN's distinguished Persian Gulf War coverage in 1990-1991 and its high ratings during the 1995 O.J. Simpson murder trial, Mr. Turner seemed to be at his career apogee when he sold Turner Broadcasting System to Time Warner in 1996 for nearly $7.5 billion.
He took the title of vice chairman, with a nominal role overseeing TV programming. For the first time in more than 30 years, he was not his own boss, and he quickly bristled at the button-down corporate ownership. He was further marginalized after AOL bought Time Warner in 2001 for more than $160 billion, creating the world's largest media company.
Mr. Turner, the biggest individual shareholder, saw his personal wealth soar to $9 billion. But behind the scenes, he seethed. After the dot-com bubble burst, AOL's value plunged amid government investigations into its opaque accounting practices. Mr. Turner publicly lambasted the company's stewardship, and he resigned from the board in 2003.
Biographers observed that, in work or in play, Mr. Turner strove to disprove his father's dim view of him when he was a young man. The elder Turner was said to have disparaged his son, then a sailing-obsessed, girl-chasing college dropout, as a wastrel and an unworthy heir to the family business.
In 1984, having landed on Forbes magazine's list of the richest people in America, Mr. Turner was speaking to Georgetown University undergraduates when he held aloft a copy of Success magazine with his picture on the cover.
His voice, according to biographer Porter Bibb, trailed off into an eerie whisper, and his eyes searched somewhere above the crowd. "Is this enough?" he asked. "Is this enough for you, Dad?"

Mr. Turner talks with Secretary of State Colin Powell at a party at the National Building Museum in 2002. (Rebecca D'Angelo/For The Washington Post)


Robert Edward Turner III was born in Cincinnati on Nov. 19, 1938, and grew up mostly in Savannah, Georgia. His father, known as Ed, came from a family of Mississippi sharecroppers who had lost their farm during the Depression.
Ed Turner was a charming and successful salesman but ruled over his family with domineering cruelty. Mean when drunk, he exhibited signs of what would now be diagnosed as bipolar disorder.
Mr. Turner described himself as a lonely child whose ordinary mischief was punished by his father with beatings. In a disturbing reversal, his father also ordered Ted to lash him with a razor strap. "He laid down on the bed and ... said, 'Hit me harder," Mr. Turner told TV host David Frost. "And that hurt me more than getting the beating myself. I couldn't do it. I just broke down and cried."
He was sent to a military school in Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he initially rebelled against the rigid structure. But he said the slow and excruciating death of a beloved younger sister, from the autoimmune disease lupus and encephalitis, sparked a gradual transformation. He lost his religious faith but grew determined to reverse his reputation as the worst cadet on campus.
He became an academic overachiever and showed promise as a boxer -- "not because I had great reflexes, but because I could take a lot of punishment," he recalled in his memoir, "Call Me Ted." He also became a champion debater and excelled at sailing.
After high school graduation in 1956, he enrolled at Brown University. He joined the sailing team and was named the best freshman sailor in New England, but he was suspended from school for six months for rowdy behavior involving alcohol.
Back on campus, inspired by a charismatic teacher, he declared the classics as his major. "I almost puked on the way home today," his father wrote to him after hearing of his decision. "I am a practical man, and for the life of me I cannot possibly understand why you should wish to speak Greek. With whom will you communicate in Greek? ... I think you are rapidly becoming a jackass." (Mr. Turner responded to the letter's almost comical viciousness by having it published in the school paper, without attribution.)
After a brief stint in the Coast Guard, he joined the family business -- Savannah-based Turner Advertising -- where, over many summers, he had worked his way from the construction crew to the leasing office. He was soon advising his father as the company became one of the largest billboard operations in the Southeast.
But Ed Turner, anguished over debt he had taken on to finance a major acquisition, set in motion plans to sell a large part of the company. Then he suffered a mental breakdown, exacerbated by drinking and abuse of prescription drugs, that culminated in his suicide in 1963.
Working through his despondency, Ted Turner managed to halt the sale of a sizable chunk of the company and drew up an aggressive growth plan.
The foundation of his broadcasting empire was a money-bleeding UHF station, then WTCG, in Atlanta, which he bought in 1970 for $2.5 million. As he acquired rights to show sporting events -- wrestling matches, as well as Atlanta Braves, Hawks and Flames games -- revenue soared, putting the company's broadcasting wing well in the black by 1973.
As owner of the Braves, which he bought for $10 million in 1976, he played an active role in personnel changes. He plowed resources into the team and aggressively recruited other teams' players, leading baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn, in once case, to suspend him for one year.

Mr. Turner smiles after his 1976 purchase of the Atlanta Braves was announced. (Charles E. Kelly/AP)



Mr. Turner rides an ostrich in 1976. (AP)


He engaged in promotional stunts, staging motorized bathtub and ostrich races on the field. To some, he was a civic-minded character, to others a nuisance. But he sought a national profile and saw sports and broadcasting as providing a platform on which to achieve it.
Mr. Turner's incursion into television and related interests provoked a powerful backlash from film companies, sports teams, the networks and local network affiliates, all of which argued that Mr. Turner was squatting on their turf.
He played the combative underdog as he went before the Federal Communications Commission and Congress. He called the Big Three networks and their affiliates "thieves" that had essentially paid nothing for their broadcast licenses and were raking in fortunes at the public's expense.
To garner support from powerful conservative members of Congress, he painted the networks as bastions of licentious programming, accusing them of "polluting the minds of the American people" with shows that glorified sex and violence.
Ultimately, the FCC sided with Mr. Turner, allowing his superstation -- which became TBS -- to operate unimpeded, beginning in December 1976.

Mr. Turner relaxes at the Chicago Yacht Club in 1978. (Larry Stoddard/AP)


Less than a year later, the fame Mr. Turner achieved by his successful challenge to network primacy was amplified by a stunning demonstration of his seamanship. In the 1960s and early '70s, he had won a shelf of sailing trophies but not the America's Cup. And his first America's campaign, in 1974, had not gone well.
The second time around, he bought the Courageous from Ted Hood, who had sailed the 12-meter yacht to victory in 1974, and he assembled a topflight crew in the hope of defending the trophy for the United States in the 1977 races.
Members of the venerable New York Yacht Club decreed who would defend the cup, and many were skeptical that Mr. Turner had the skill or the temperament to win. He came close to being disqualified for his behavior at soirees, including his drinking and crude sexual advances.
But at sea, Mr. Turner displayed grit and finesse. Courageous decisively beat its American competitors, including Hood's boat, in the trials, and swept the yacht Australia, 4-0, to defend the Cup in September.

Mr. Turner, right, and yachtsman Ted Hood scrutinize blustery weather from a Newport, Rhode Island, pier in 1977. (AP)


When he was eliminated in the 1980 America's Cup trials, he called it "almost a relief" because he was by then immersed in his next mission: bringing news to cable.
He said he began planning CNN with low expectations. Its budget was $30 million, a fraction of the what the networks spent on newscasts. But it was enough that he was forced to sell much of his billboard business, his radio stations and a UHF station in Charlotte.
CNN, then headquartered at a former country club in Atlanta, made a boastful debut: "The news," co-anchor Lois Hart told viewers, "continues from now on, and forever." But the channel's operations were distinctly unpolished, with an ever-shifting roster of executives and on-air talent.
Desperate to fill 24 hours of airtime, Mr. Turner went on a hiring spree, tapping people across the political spectrum, from Robert Novak to Bella Abzug, as pundits. The network also signed local TV news anchors who went on to notable careers, among them Lou Dobbs, who was hired away from a station in Seattle.
After being denied access to the White House press room and pool reports, Mr. Turner sued the Reagan administration, as well as the networks. The case was settled a year later in CNN's favor.
Mr. Turner and top news executives traveled from Havana to Moscow to Baghdad, forging connections and building infrastructure that made possible the network's growth into an international news operation.

Mr. Turner and Gerald M. Levin at a news conference announcing an agreement between Time Warner and Turner Broadcasting in 1995. (Don Emmert/AFP/Getty Images)


Under the guidance of CNN's president, Tom Johnson, the network had Peter Arnett and other reporters in Baghdad in late 1990 during the buildup to hostilities in the Persian Gulf War. CNN went on to deliver gripping coverage from behind the lines while the Big Three provided official accounts issued far from the battlefield.
"Even people in government offices were watching CNN to find out what was going on," Auletta said.
CNN won a Peabody Award, and the citation declared that the network had "matured from a cable curiosity to become an international service of inestimable importance." Mr. Turner was named Time magazine's 1991 man of the year.
During CNN's rise, Mr. Turner made an unsuccessful attempt to buy CBS in 1985. That he had once called CBS a "whorehouse" didn't improve his chances. Then came the purchase of the MGM film library, which owned not only "Gone With the Wind" and "The Wizard of Oz," but also the pre-1948 Warner Bros. catalogue, including such classics as "Casablanca" and "The Maltese Falcon" and Looney Tunes cartoon shorts.
In 1991, he bought the animation studio Hanna-Barbera Productions for $320 million. Two years later, he took over New Line Cinema Corp. and Castle Rock Entertainment for more than $667 million in stock and cash.
In one of many intentionally provocative moves, Mr. Turner embraced a controversial technology that enabled him to colorize black-and-white film classics now among his holdings. Venerated directors and actors, including Billy Wilder and James Stewart, accused him of desecrating the films.
His attempt to colorize "Citizen Kane," the 1941 drama considered one of the greatest films ever made, was blocked by the estate of director Orson Welles. Mr. Turner confessed to The Washington Post that he had no intention to colorize the film but wanted to "get one last hurrah out of the publicity" as the fad died off.

Mr. Turner and Jane Fonda during a luncheon at the Library of the Congress in 1991. (Craig Herndon/The Washington Post)


Mr. Turner maintained a majority stake in Turner Broadcasting, but his authority was increasingly challenged by the consortium of cable operators (including Time Warner) that helped bail him out after the MGM/UA purchase. They received seats on his board and had the power to veto any decision that cost the company more than $2 million.
Mr. Turner, worn down by decades of punishing hours and disagreements with the board, agreed to a merger with Time Warner in 1995. He would later call the decision the worst of his life.
Untethered from daily operations, Mr. Turner said he battled "bouts of anxiety and frustration." He searched for ways to combat his restlessness, offering to go to Afghanistan as a military correspondent for CNN. He tried to turn America into a nation of bison eaters with a restaurant chain, Ted's Montana Grill. And he tackled the world's biggest concerns, lavishly funding programs such as his Nuclear Threat Initiative, which became one of the world's leading nuclear nonproliferation watchdog groups.
Another humanitarian venture was his U.N. Foundation, whose $1 billion in seed money supported U.N. environmental and health projects, such as building solar-powered irrigation systems in Zambia and providing nutrition instruction to young women in Guatemala.
Mr. Turner did not like being alone and seldom wanted for companionship. His marriages to Julia "Judy" Nye and Jane Smith, a former Delta Air Lines flight attendant, ended in divorce. He avidly courted Fonda after her divorce from the erstwhile student radical Tom Hayden. He told her that they had a lot in common, from a suicidal parent (his father, Fonda's mother) to friendships with left-wing leaders such as Castro.
In her memoir, Fonda called him "a 3-D stereophonic, Shakespearean-level, sound-and-light show" whose pluses included "fountains-of-Versailles-and-fireworks sex." But she said his cheating and childlike neediness, as well as her yearning for deeper spirituality, doomed the relationship. They divorced in 2001 after a decade of marriage.
Survivors include two children from his first marriage, Laura and Teddy; three children from his second marriage, Rhett, Beau and Jennie; 14 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
Frequently, when asked how his epitaph would read, the always questing and swaggering Mr. Turner lapsed into a favorite passage from Thomas Babington Macaulay's 19th-century poem "Horatius":
To every man upon this earth
Death cometh soon or late.
And how can man die better
Than facing fearful odds,
For the ashes of his fathers,
And the temples of his Gods.

Mr. Turner in 2011. (Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images)


Scott Nover contributed to this report.
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National Security
Iran has hit far more U.S. military assets than reported, satellite images show
Imagery published by Iranian state-affiliated media and verified by The Post shows damage to at least 228 structures or pieces of equipment at U.S. military sites.

(Washington Post illustration; Images sourced from Iranian state media and Planet/TWP)


By Evan Hill, Jarrett Ley, Alex Horton, Tara  Copp, Dan Lamothe | 2026-05-07
Iranian airstrikes have damaged or destroyed at least 228 structures or pieces of equipment at U.S. military sites across the Middle East since the war began, hitting hangars, barracks, fuel depots, aircraft and key radar, communications and air defense equipment, according to a Washington Post analysis of satellite imagery. The amount of destruction is far larger than what has been publicly acknowledged by the U.S. government or previously reported.
The threat of air attacks rendered some of the U.S. bases in the region too dangerous to staff at normal levels, and commanders moved most of the personnel from these sites out of the range of Iranian fire at the start of the war, officials have said.
Since the start of the war on Feb. 28, seven service members have died in strikes on U.S. facilities in the region -- six in Kuwait and one in Saudi Arabia -- and more than 400 troops have suffered injuries as of late April, the U.S. military said. While most of the wounded returned to duty within days, at least 12 suffered injuries that military officials classified as serious, according to U.S. officials who, among others, spoke on the condition of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue.
Satellite imagery of the Middle East is unusually difficult to acquire at present. Two of the largest commercial providers, Vantor and Planet, have complied with requests from the U.S. government -- their biggest customer -- to limit, delay or indefinitely withhold the publication of imagery of the region while the war is ongoing, making it difficult or impossible to assess Iran's counterstrikes. Those restrictions began less than two weeks into the war.
Iranian state-affiliated news agencies, however, have from the start regularly published high-resolution satellite imagery on their social media accounts that claimed to document damage to U.S. sites.
For this examination -- one of the first comprehensive public accounts of the damage to U.S. facilities in the region -- The Post reviewed more than 100 high-resolution Iranian-released satellite images. The Post verified the authenticity of 109 of those images by comparing them with lower-resolution imagery from the European Union's satellite system, Copernicus, as well as high-resolution images from Planet where available. The Post excluded 19 Iranian images from the damage analysis because comparisons with the Copernicus imagery were inconclusive. No Iranian imagery was found to have been manipulated.
In a separate search of Planet imagery, Post reporters found 10 damaged or destroyed structures that were not documented in the imagery released by Iran. In all, The Post found 217 structures and 11 pieces of equipment that were damaged or destroyed at 15 U.S. military sites in the region.
Experts who reviewed The Post's analysis said the damage at the sites suggested that the U.S. military had underestimated Iran's targeting abilities, not adapted sufficiently to modern drone warfare and left some bases under-protected.
"The Iranian attacks were precise. There are no random craters indicating misses," said Mark Cancian, a senior adviser with the Center for Strategic and International Studies and a retired Marine Corps colonel, who reviewed the Iranian images at The Post's request. The Post previously revealed how Russia provided Iran with intelligence to target U.S. forces.
Some of the damage may have occurred after U.S. troops already left the bases, making protection of the structures less vital. Cancian and other experts said they do not believe the attacks have significantly limited the U.S. military's ability to conduct its bombing campaign in Iran.
U.S. Central Command, which has responsibility for the Middle East, declined to address a detailed summary of findings from The Post. A military spokesperson disputed the characterization of base damage by experts as extensive or evidence of failures, saying assessments of destruction are complex and can be misleading in some cases, but declined to provide specifics. Military leaders will be able to provide fuller context for the Iranian attacks after the conflict ends, the spokesperson said.
In the first weeks of the war, several news outlets published reviews of damage, including the New York Times, which found strikes at 14 U.S. military sites or air defense installations. In late April, NBC News reported that an Iranian jet bombed a U.S. base in Kuwait, the first time in years that an enemy fighter plane has hit a U.S. base, and cited research it said showed 100 targets had been struck by Iran across 11 bases. CNN reported last week that 16 U.S. installations had been damaged.
But the review by The Post -- based on images dating from the war's start through April 14 -- reveals that scores of additional targets were struck at the sites, which are predominantly used by the U.S. military but shared with the host nations' military forces and allies.
The images show that airstrikes damaged or destroyed what appear to be numerous barracks, hangars or warehouses at more than half of the U.S. bases that The Post reviewed.
"The Iranians have deliberately targeted accommodation buildings across multiple sites with the intent to inflict mass casualties," said William Goodhind, an investigator with the open-access research project Contested Ground who reviewed the imagery. "It is not just equipment, fuel storage and air base infrastructure under fire, but also soft targets, such as gyms, food halls and accommodation."
The Post also found that the attacks hit a satellite communications site at al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar, Patriot missile defense equipment at Riffa and Isa air bases in Bahrain and Ali al-Salem Air Base in Kuwait, a satellite dish at the Naval Support Activity Bahrain -- which serves as the headquarters of the U.S. 5th Fleet -- a power plant at Camp Buehring in Kuwait and five fuel storage bladder sites across three bases.
The Iranian imagery also documented previously reported damage or destruction of radomes at Camp Arifjan and Ali al-Salem Air Base in Kuwait, and at the 5th Fleet headquarters; Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile defense radars and equipment at Muwaffaq Salti Air Base in Jordan and two sites in the United Arab Emirates; a second satellite communications site at al-Udeid Air Base, and an E-3 Sentry command and control aircraft and a refueling tanker at Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia.
More than half of the damage reviewed by The Post occurred at the 5th Fleet headquarters, and the three bases in Kuwait -- Ali al-Salem Air Base, Camp Arifjan and Camp Buehring. Camp Arifjan is the U.S. Army's regional headquarters.
Some Persian Gulf nations have refused to allow the U.S. military to conduct offensive operations out of their bases. A U.S. official said bases in Bahrain and Kuwait were two of the hardest hit, possibly because they permitted attacks from their territory, including the use of High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) that can fire missiles at ranges exceeding 310 miles.
The Post's review represents only a partial count of the damage based on available satellite imagery.
Some of the damage could have been the result of U.S. choices or deception, Cancian said. To help preserve valuable interceptors, U.S. forces can choose to allow an incoming missile to strike if it seems likely to hit an unimportant target, he said, and it's also possible commanders sought to deceive Iranian forces by making emptied base locations appear occupied.
Experts said the vulnerability of the military sites to Iran's attacks was likely the consequence of numerous factors.
Chief among them, experts said, is that Iranian forces have been more resilient than the Trump administration may have anticipated. Kelly Grieco, a senior fellow at the Stimson Center, a think tank, said plans to destroy Iran's missile and drone forces fast enough to prevent them from inflicting serious damage underestimated "the depth of Iran's pre-positioned targeting intelligence on fixed U.S. infrastructure."
Grieco said the strategy also failed to account for the degree to which U.S. and Israeli air defenses had been used up during the 12-day conflict in June between Iran, Israel and the United States.
According to an estimate from the Center for Strategic and International Studies, the military used at least 190 THAAD interceptors and 1,060 Patriot interceptors between Feb. 28 and April 8, representing 53 percent and 43 percent of their prewar inventories, respectively.
Justin Bronk, senior research fellow for airpower and technology at the Royal United Services Institute based in London, said U.S. and allied air defenses had done an impressive job intercepting attacks, but "at an enormous cost in terms of surface-to-air missile interceptors and air-to-air missiles."
In addition, experts said the U.S. military had not adequately adapted to the use of one-way attack drones, something they said planners should have learned from observing the war in Ukraine.
"While [drones] have small payloads -- some of these did not do that much damage -- they are more difficult to intercept and much more accurate, making them a much bigger threat to U.S. forces," said Decker Eveleth, an associate research analyst at the Center for Naval Analyses.
They also pointed to structural challenges, including a shortfall of fortified shelters that could protect troops and equipment at key positions and likely targets.
For example, the tactical operation center in Kuwait, where six U.S. service members were killed by an Iranian drone attack in early March, offered little overhead protection or concealment, one of several issues being examined by Democratic lawmakers probing the fatalities.

Port Shuaiba, Kuwait, in 2021. The rooftop of the building that was struck in an Iranian drone attack in March appears to be made of thin metal. (U.S. Army photos by Staff Sgt. David Simon)


In one case, it appeared that the E-3 Sentry command and control aircraft at Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia was destroyed after being repeatedly parked in the same location on an unprotected taxiway, satellite imagery shows.
U.S. Central Command declined to address questions on experts' analysis of the damage.
The strikes on U.S. bases in the region have left military planners considering new trade-offs, said Maximilian Bremer, a nonresident fellow at the Stimson Center and a retired Air Force officer: Pull troops back to safer locations and limit their ability to fight or maintain the bases as they were and accept the potential of future casualties.
A U.S. official said that damage at the Naval Support Activity is "extensive" and that the headquarters there relocated to MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida, the home of U.S. Central Command. It is unlikely that troops, contractors or civilian employees will return to the base "anytime soon," the official said.
Two other officials said U.S. forces may never return to regional bases in large numbers, though no final decision has been made.
"We have moved from an age of stealth to one where the entire battlespace is translucent and increasingly transparent," said Bremer. "It feels like we should be on offense, but we are definitely playing defense around these bases."
To report this story, Washington Post reporters geolocated 128 satellite images published by Iranian state-affiliated news media purporting to show damage caused by Iranian strikes to confirm that they depicted the locations claimed in the captions. We then verified the damage by comparing the imagery with medium-resolution imagery from the Sentinel-2 satellite, part of the E.U. satellite system Copernicus, examining various spectral bands to see damage as clearly as possible, and to high-resolution optical imagery from Planet. In response to a request from the U.S. government, Planet has instituted a policy of withholding imagery captured after March 8 from its online platform, meaning high-resolution imagery was generally not available for comparisons after that date.
In cases where we lacked high-resolution imagery, we tallied only a single structure hit, even if the Iranian imagery appeared to show multiple structures hit. The analysis excluded purported Iranian strikes on nonmilitary targets, such as oil refineries, and on military sites that are not operated by U.S. forces, such as radar installations owned and operated by U.S. allies.
Sam Lair, a research associate at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, examined the images gathered by The Post and verified our analysis, as did Goodhind of Contested Ground, which conducts satellite imagery analysis on war and armed conflict.
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Higher Education
How college students are learning to socialize without cellphones
College leaders and students are organizing phone-free spaces to foster real-life connections and address the negative impacts of technology.

New York University students play Connect Four at the Nest, a campus spot meant to foster connection, on April 15. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


By Susan Svrluga | 2026-05-06
NEW YORK -- At the gate, guests slipped their phones into little cloth bags, putting them away for the evening. As the sunlight faded on a cobblestone street, more than 200 students from New York University gathered at a table nearly as long as the city block. It was cold -- so cold that they ate wrapped in plush blankets and clutching handwarmers -- but they leaned in to talk with strangers, laughing and trading stories.
"This is amazing," junior Grant Callahan said after conversations about philosophy, artificial intelligence and Shanghai.
That's because in his experience, something once quintessential to college life has been completely changed by technology. Instead of the socializing that American college culture is known for, many students walk around campus looking down at their phones, scroll through elevator rides and sit in classrooms glued to their laptops.
Many college leaders are concerned about the amount of time students spend on screens and social media, worried that it is increasing isolation, loneliness and anxiety, shattering attention spans, and preventing social connections.

People on their phones near Washington Square Park at NYU. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


New York University is one of the places trying to change that, with a global effort that they're calling NYU IRL -- or NYU "in real life."
It's not like the movement sweeping K-12 schools to ban cellphones in classrooms. It's both more ambitious and less heavy-handed. NYU leaders are hoping to encourage a student-led culture change, a shared effort to spend less time online and more time living life. They want students to have more fun in person, together. The university president's goal: "Collective effervescence."
"If you're someone who went to college 20 years ago," Callahan said, "I don't think you understand how different the experience is now, how much harder it is to interact with people."
After growing up with screens and the coronavirus pandemic, he said of his generation, "We're socially illiterate."
School leaders have already ensured there's a welcoming space for people to unplug on their campuses in New York, Shanghai and Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. They plan to infuse the idea of using devices more consciously into orientation, and promote a 30-day phone breakup plan.
Now students are dreaming up phone-free parties and events in saunas, gardens and dance studios.

Students line dance at NYU's Center for Ballet and the Arts. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


It won't be easy to change the culture, said Hank Leipart, a sophomore who helped pull off a phone-free house party for NYU IRL earlier this spring, and an outdoor salon with charcuterie and yerba mate on Monday. "But I do think it is something that is really possible."
It will require intentionality. Half of teenagers spent four or more hours looking at screens every day for things other than schoolwork, according to a 2024 report from the National Center for Health Statistics, and the percentage of teens reporting symptoms of depression or anxiety in the past two weeks of the survey was higher among that group compared with those with less screen time.
There is some hope and self awareness. Young people have become more wary of social media, according to Pew Research Center findings. Nearly half of teens in a survey last year said social media sites have a mostly negative effect on people their age -- up from just under a third in 2022.
To deal with these issues, IRL ideas are bubbling up at schools across the country. Yale University has an "Offline Oasis," full of sunlight and plants, where students hang out without screens. The University of Alabama offered "Tech Free Thursdays" at its student center this spring.
At the University of California at Berkeley, students helped create a class on limiting technology use. It quickly hit its enrollment limit -- 450 students -- and filled the wait list, as well. They formed a Project Reboot club that hosts events like phone-free hikes. And a crowd gathered on the school's central lawn recently for what they called a reclamation of the in-person social life their generation has lost, sealing their phones into plastic bags, playing volleyball and listening to live music.
"Actually connecting with people ... or allowing yourself to sit with your own thoughts, doing things that were normal, is an act of defiance now," said Dawson Kelly, a junior who helped organize the event and hopes to help build a national student effort to change the culture around technology use.
NYU, in many ways, is the center of this movement.
The school's president, Linda G. Mills, is a professor of social work who for many years oversaw mental health and wellbeing at the university. She said she believes that students are missing "spontaneity, and the opportunity of the collisions that happen in college that are so fundamental, whether you're going to meet your life partner or you're going to change your mind about something."

NYU President Linda G. Mills believes students are missing the "spontaneity" that college brings. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


The lack of connection can be particularly pronounced at a sprawling,  roughly 60,000-student school like NYU, where it's easy to stay anonymous and the city offers a million lures from college life.
The IRL effort here is based on research by NYU professor Jonathan Haidt, whose book "The Anxious Generation" helped prompt phone and social media limitations and bans around the world.
After seeing an increase in anxiety and depression levels among students, Haidt created a class called "Flourishing" in which students change their habits to feel happier. One student hadn't realized she was getting more than 400 notifications a day on her phone, and shut them off. Another deleted Instagram and TikTok from his phone after realizing he was scrolling for 10 hours a day. ("The course does, by the end, sometimes have a kind of a church revival feeling to it," Haidt said: "'And I threw out my crutches and I could walk!'")
Inside the student center on a recent afternoon, many people wore earbuds and tapped on laptops. But two students walked into an area called the Nest, put their phones into a charging tower, and sat down to color tiles -- the analog version of an online game -- and catch up. At a nearby table, a group sat with plates of cookies to decorate, squirting brightly colored frosting onto them, piling on sprinkles and getting to know one another.
Yash Sharma, a graduate student, said he's addicted to his phone, but he is trying to use it less. "Trying to, at least," he said. "You also see other people trying to get off their phones, and that helps."
The Nest is part of NYU IRL, a spot students can stop by if they want to meet others, work on crafts, read or nap on a beanbag between classes.

Students make beaded key chains at the Nest. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


The effort keeps growing, both intentionally and organically. When people overseeing dining at the university heard about NYU IRL, they asked if they could designate some device-free tables, to get people talking more at meals.
Callahan and Hannah Swartz created a group they named the Human Connection Club. A hundred people signed up in two hours. Lots of people came to their board game and line-dancing events this spring.
Reservations also filled quickly for the "Around the Longest Table" dinner. People introduced themselves as they sat down -- mostly students, but some faculty and staff members as well, people from all over the world interested in all sorts of different things. Alejandro Ojeda Olarte, a graduate student from Colombia studying robotics, said he sometimes struggles to unplug, because he needs to be hyper-connected to do his research.
"The best connections I've made with people have been face-to-face," said senior Berivan Ibrahim. She made her closest friend at NYU when the WiFi went down, she said; they were both freshman resident advisers, and trying to figure out what to do.

People mingle at NYU's "Around the Longest Table" dinner. (Elena Orivo/NYU Photo Bureau)


The dinner guests filled plates with falafel, chicken, fettuccine, sweet potatoes -- steaming in the cold air -- and talked about Paris, film, Japan, nursing, cats, radio journalism and how everyone remembers their freshman resident adviser.
"Do you want to share my blanket?" Ibrahim asked Runting Luo, a graduate student in management and analytics, who was shivering next to her. They spent the rest of the meal with it wrapped around both their shoulders.
Nearby, former strangers were laughing about a new inside joke and debating AI ethics. Long after the dinner ended, despite the cold, people kept talking, even as workers pulled purple tablecloths off the long tables pushed together.
Swartz came over to Callahan, and told him people at her stretch of table agreed they wanted to meet more people in college. One of them told the group he would be playing at a jazz club in the Bowery soon. "We should go," she said.
"Hell, yeah," Callahan replied.
All around them, people were taking their phones out of the bags: They were making plans, and trading contacts.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2026/05/06/college-socializing-screen-free-zones/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        As U.S. blockades Iran, its oil still flows ship to ship an ocean away
        Imogen Piper

        Experts say covert transfers at sea are used to obscure the origins of oil that left Iranian ports and the Gulf of Oman before the blockade was imposed.

      

      
        Grain dispute splits Ukraine and Israel even as they fight allied enemies
        Gerry Shih

        Tense relations soured further after Ukraine accused Israel of buying grain harvested by Russia in occupied territory. Meanwhile, Russia and Iran have grown closer.

      

      
        Israel strikes Beirut suburbs, threatening already shaky ceasefire
        Mohamad  El Chamaa, Lior Soroka, Suzan Haidamous

        The airstrike on the Haret Hreik neighborhood targeted the leader of the Radwan forces, Hezbollah's elite and battle-hardened fighting unit, Israeli authorities said.

      

      
        Trump and Xi set to meet under shadow of Iran negotiations
        Cate Cadell

        President Donald Trump wants a lavish welcome in Beijing for a summit with Xi Jinping next week. But the specter of the war in Iran looms large.

      

      
        Trump threatens intense bombing if Iran peace deal is not reached
        Karen DeYoung, Susannah George

        As talks continue and proposals are exchanged, Washington and Tehran still disagree on what has been agreed.

      

      
        Hantavirus-hit cruise ship to head to Canary Islands as Swiss confirm new case
        Victoria Craw

        More than 140 people remain on the Hondius, which will take about three days to reach the Spanish archipelago for screening. A local official has criticized the plan.

      

      
        Pro-Kremlin lawyer's turn against Putin reveals rift in Russian power circles
        Catherine Belton

        Ilya Remeslo was put in a psychiatric hospital after criticizing Vladimir Putin. Now free, he said that he will not stop his crusade against the Russian president.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Lifestyle
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Visual Forensics
As U.S. blockades Iran, its oil still flows ship to ship an ocean away
Experts say covert transfers at sea are used to obscure the origins of oil that left Iranian ports and the Gulf of Oman before the blockade was imposed.

(European Space Agency, Planet Labs)


By Imogen Piper | 2026-05-07
Since the U.S. blockade in the Gulf of Oman began last month, at least 13 tankers have offloaded Iranian oil in covert ship-to-ship transfers thousands of miles away, near a cluster of small islands in Indonesia known as the Riau Archipelago, according to a Washington Post analysis of satellite imagery and ship-tracking data.
The transfers are part of a backdoor arrangement that for years has helped Tehran continue to sell oil despite crushing international sanctions, experts said. While the blockade appears to have stopped new shipments of Iranian oil from escaping the Persian Gulf, the ongoing transfers allow Tehran to leave that financial spigot open, if only temporarily, as shipments that are already at sea make their way to China or other markets.
Satellite imagery since April 16 showed six laden tankers that were sailing under the Iranian flag pull up alongside six empty tankers. Seven additional laden tankers -- vessels that appeared to be sailing under false flags or to have undisclosed management, according to shipping information repository Equasis -- were captured in imagery next to other empty ships.
The 13 ships offloaded an estimated 22 million barrels of Iranian crude, according to the oil-tracking firm TankerTrackers, an amount potentially worth more than $2 billion at current market prices. Based on the sequence of events, the firm determined oil transfers had taken place, with the laden tankers now empty and the empty tankers now laden.
The Riau Archipelago, on the way to China from the Middle East, has long served as a waypoint where vessels stealthily exchange Iranian oil to obscure its origins, according to the maritime intelligence company Windward.
China buys more than 90 percent of Iranian crude oil, purchasing it at a steep discount but still generating revenue that accounts for nearly half of the Iranian government's budget, the U.S. government says.
Satellite imagery is one of the few ways to determine that such a transfer has occurred, as the tankers involved rarely broadcast their locations. A single shipment of Iranian oil can sometimes undergo several ship-to-ship transfers at sea before reaching its destination, according to the U.S. Office of Foreign Assets Control. The ships involved often have opaque registration information or fly false flags.
Around 42 million barrels of Iranian oil remain floating on tankers near the Riau Archipelago, down from almost 90 million in early February, according to the global intelligence firm Kpler. "The volumes are there for now. The replenishment is not," the firm said in a report Wednesday.
"Ultimately, the longer the blockade is in place, the fewer cargos that Iran has in place to ship to China," said Michelle Wiese Bockmann, a senior analyst at Windward.
The financial details surrounding the sale of oil that is transferred ship to ship, including precisely when Tehran is paid, are typically opaque and sometimes deliberately obfuscated, said Petras Katinas, an energy researcher at the Royal United Services Institute, a defense and security think tank in London. Some buyers appear to pay partially in advance, while others settle once a tanker reaches territorial waters or after it reaches port, he said.
Three days after the blockade began, the U.S. Navy expanded operations against Iranian exports beyond the Middle East. In doing so, officials said, U.S. forces have the authority to stop any ship tied to Iran or suspected of carrying cargo that could help the Iranian government, regardless of its location.
The Defense Department referred questions about the ship-to-ship transfers to the White House. "The United States Military's forceful blockade has prompted over 50 vessels to turn around or return to port - contributing to the overwhelming success of Operation Economic Fury," a White House spokeswoman, Anna Kelly, said in a statement. "As a result, the Iranian economy is completely strangled, and President Trump holds all the cards as negotiators work to make a deal."
The White House did not answer a question about whether the ships involved in the transfers observed by The Post are considered subject to the expanded restrictions.
Grant Rumley, a specialist in Middle East security at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said planners must prioritize how best to pressure Iran with finite resources. "Ultimately, this is a question of trade-offs," Rumley said. "Interdicting all Iranian oil shipments takes time and resources that might otherwise be needed in maintaining the blockade."
Two weeks ago, U.S. forces boarded the tankers Tifani and Majestic X in the Indian Ocean. The ships have engaged in transfers near the Riau Archipelago in recent months and were probably on their way there when they were interdicted, experts said. Both vessels were laden with Iranian crude oil, according to TankerTrackers.

Satellite imagery from January and February shows the tankers Majestic X, left, and Tifani engaging in ship-to-ship transfers near the Riau Archipelago, according to TankerTrackers. (Planet Labs; European Space Agency)


"We will continue to conduct similar maritime interdiction actions and activities in the Pacific and Indian Oceans against Iranian ships and vessels of the Dark Fleet," Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said at a news briefing after the vessels were seized.
Since April 16, five additional Iranian-flagged tankers have arrived near the Riau Archipelago laden with Iranian oil, according to satellite imagery and ship-tracking data. Although satellite images do not show it offloading its cargo, one has since departed west and is empty, according to TankerTrackers. It's not clear whether the other vessels have offloaded their cargo.
To get there from the Gulf of Oman, ships usually sail through the Strait of Malacca, a narrow and busy waterway between Malaysia and Indonesia. Ships are required to broadcast their location while transiting the strait, providing a rare but brief glimpse of tankers that normally keep their transponders off.

The laden Iranian tanker Humanity sails east past Singapore on April 25, after transiting the Malacca Strait, on its journey to the Riau Archipelago.


As of Monday, no large tanker laden with Iranian oil had transited the Strait of Malacca for 10 days, the longest gap since the war began, according to Windward.
Over the weekend, two Iranian tankers that appear to be headed toward the Riau Archipelago bypassed the Malacca Strait, traveling several days south and east toward Australia before turning north and passing through the Lombok Strait near Bali, according to satellite imagery and ship-tracking data.
The shift suggests that vessels carrying Iranian oil are rerouting away from the Malacca Strait, where visibility is greater, despite the increased journey time.
"Lombok is not improvisation," Kpler said in its report. "It is the next step in a deliberate adaptation."
Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/05/07/iran-blockade-oil-ship-transfers/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Middle East
Grain dispute splits Ukraine and Israel even as they fight allied enemies
Tense relations soured further after Ukraine accused Israel of buying grain harvested by Russia in occupied territory. Meanwhile, Russia and Iran have grown closer. 



A farm in a Russian-occupied area of Ukraine's Luhansk region last year. (Alexander Ermochenko/Reuters)


By Gerry Shih | 2026-05-07
HAIFA, Israel -- The two countries are close partners of the United States. They are each locked in major wars against allied adversaries -- namely, Russia and Iran. And yet Israel and Ukraine just can't get along.
In recent days, though, the relationship -- long chilly at best -- took a nosedive after Ukraine accused Israel of buying grain harvested by Russia in occupied Ukrainian territory. Israeli officials hit back, rebuking Ukraine for failing to provide evidence and airing its recriminations in public.
The European Union weighed in on Ukraine's side and said it could impose sanctions against Israeli parties that circumvent international sanctions and help Russia's war effort.
The grain dispute not only marked a new low in Israel-Ukraine relations, but it also offered a window into how the two countries ostensibly aligned with the West have drifted apart even as their enemies on the battlefield, Russia and Iran, seem more closely aligned than ever. It is also a sign of how President Donald Trump has managed to build relationships of mutual expedience but so far failed to create deeper allegiances based on shared values as his predecessors did during the Cold War and, later, the war against terrorism.
Israel has long seen Russia as a major power it cannot afford to antagonize -- a partner that coordinates with Israeli forces operating inside Syria and an occasional interlocutor with Iran. Ukraine, however, has seethed over Israel's refusal to side publicly with the West against Russia's invasions in 2014 and 2022 and its reluctance to transfer weapons to aid Ukraine's defense.
Since 2022, Ukrainian forces have battled against Russia's deployment of Shahed drones designed by Iran. And since the start of the war against Iran in late February, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has been touring the region offering to share Ukraine's combat-honed technology and expertise against cheap but effective Iranian drones.
Several Persian Gulf states, which the $20,000 Iranian UAVs have battered, signed agreements to accept help from Ukraine. So far, Israel has not -- even though it, too, faces drone attacks from Iran and Tehran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon and in some cases had to use expensive munitions to shoot them down.
"Our military establishment has some psychological fear of Russian power," said Arkady Mil-Man, a former Israeli ambassador to Moscow. "Everyone says our national security depends on the Russians, so we don't have any choice but to be with the Russians and relations with Ukraine are less important."
In 2022, Mil-Man sought to broker a back-channel drone-technology partnership between Ukraine and the Israeli military but was rebuffed. "Today, we have a big, big problem with drones," Mil-Man said, adding that he has urged Israel to cooperate more with Ukraine. "What's the problem with calling Zelensky?"
The recent grain dispute, which quickly escalated into a diplomatic crisis, was the latest episode in an Israel-Ukraine relationship that has gone from cool to frosty, Mil-Man said.
Following Russian invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022, Israel refrained from condemning Moscow, joining Western economic sanctions against Russia, or sending lethal military aid to Kyiv. Weeks after the February 2022 invasion, Zelensky chided Israel for remaining on the sidelines, telling Israeli lawmakers in an address that "indifference kills."
There have been some indications that Israel may be providing clandestine help to Kyiv at the behest of the United States. Last year, Israel's ambassador to Ukraine, Michael Brodsky, told a Ukrainian blogger in an interview that Israel had transferred old U.S.-made Patriot missile systems to Ukraine, something Kyiv had long sought. His comments were quickly denied by the Israeli government, which maintained that officially, it had simply returned American weapons to the United States.
After the Panormitis, a Russian cargo ship carrying grain allegedly harvested from Russian-occupied eastern Ukraine, arrived in Haifa Bay on April 26, Zelensky once again directed pointed comments at Israel.
"In any normal country, purchasing stolen goods is an act that entails legal liability," he posted on X. "Israeli authorities cannot be unaware of which ships are arriving at the country's ports and what cargo they are carrying." Ukraine's intelligence services were working to develop sanctions on companies and individuals profiting from the shipments and were coordinating with European authorities, the president added.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at a European Council meeting in Cyprus last month. (Nicolas Tucat/AFP/Getty Images)


Ukraine summoned the Israeli ambassador in Kyiv, and officials said publicly that they previously provided information to Israeli authorities about another vessel, the Abinsk, headed for Israel in April but stolen grain was unloaded without any intervention by Israeli police or customs agents.
Israeli officials accused Zelensky of waging "Twitter diplomacy" while taking to social media themselves. "You did not even submit a request for legal assistance before turning to the media and social networks," Foreign Minister Gideon Saar posted on X.
After the dispute burst into public view, the Panormitis departed Israel without unloading its cargo. Aside from the Panormitis, five shipments of grain allegedly stolen from Ukraine have been unloaded in Israel this year, according to Ukrainian officials.
Last week, the Ukrainian Embassy in Tel Aviv filed police complaints against the Israeli importers, and the cases remain ongoing, said Liora Turlevsky, a lawyer representing the Embassy.
Besides projecting toughness, the comments from Saar may reflect a deeper, anti-Ukraine undercurrent in Israel, said Ksenia Svetlova, a former member of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, who is now an associate fellow at Chatham House, a London-based think tank.
Following the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Israeli social media was awash in commentary that referred to the historical persecution of Jews in Ukraine and the collaboration between some Ukrainians and Nazi Germany during World War II. These sentiments may have been stoked by a pro-Russian social media influence campaign, Svetlova said. Russian President Vladimir Putin has cited "de-Nazification" as one justification for the war, an assertion some Ukrainians have dismissed as preposterous considering Zelensky's Jewish roots.
At a strategic level, many Israeli political and military leaders believe Russia could use its leverage to force Tehran to give up its enriched uranium -- or at least Moscow could withhold sales to Iran of advanced weapons such as the Sukhoi-35 fighter jet. But chances of a Russia-brokered nuclear deal, or a major fighter jet sale, are "slim," Svetlova said.
"Given the place of Israel as part of western democratic states and Russia, on the other side, siding with Iran and Hamas, it should be very clear where Israel should be, but this is not the case," Svetlova said. "There might be another reason why Israel is projecting this cold attitude toward Ukraine: its strained ties with the U.S. administration. Trump thinks Zelensky has the weaker chin, he can be pressured, so maybe Israel thinks that, too."
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Middle East
Israel strikes Beirut suburbs, threatening already shaky ceasefire
The airstrike on the Haret Hreik neighborhood targeted the leader of the Radwan forces, Hezbollah's elite and battle-hardened fighting unit, Israeli authorities said.

First responders work amid the damage wrought by an Israeli airstrike Wednesday in Beirut's Haret Hreik neighborhood. (AFP/Getty Images)


By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Lior Soroka, Suzan Haidamous | 2026-05-07
BEIRUT -- Israeli forces said they killed the commander of Hezbollah's elite Radwan Forces on Wednesday in an airstrike on Beirut's southern suburbs, in the first attack near the Lebanese capital since the start of a U.S.-brokered ceasefire last month.
The Israel Defense Forces identified the dead commander as Ahmed Ali Balout in a statement on Thursday. Initially, local authorities said only that at least one person died in the strike. Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed militant group in Lebanon, has yet to comment on the attack or the identity of Israel's target.
"No terrorist has immunity; the long arm of Israel will reach every enemy and murderer," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz said in a joint statement Wednesday.
The strike hit a 10-story building in the Haret Hreik neighborhood next to a school, according to satellite imagery and open-source material. Photos of the aftermath showed half the building leveled and excavator machines digging beneath the rubble.
The attack threatened the already shaky ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah mediated by the United States in mid-April. The sides had continued to exchange fire in southern Lebanon, but Israel had refrained from striking Beirut, the country's largest city, and Hezbollah had refrained from attacking Israeli territory.
About half a million people live in Beirut's southern suburbs. Most were forced to flee into the city after Israeli evacuation warnings in early March. Those who cautiously returned to the suburbs at the start of the ceasefire were once again checking into Beirut hotels Wednesday night.
The U.S. announced the temporary truce days after Lebanese and Israeli diplomats met in Washington for their first direct talks in decades. It was extended by three weeks after the sides met with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office. While a date for a third round of talks has not been set, the U.S. has pushed for a meeting between Lebanese President Joseph Aoun and Netanyahu.
Haret Hreik is a residential area that houses many of Hezbollah's main offices. In 2024, the Israel Defense Forces leveled at least four large buildings in the area to assassinate Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah. The IDF killed Radwan leader Ali Tabatabai in a strike there late last year.
The Radwan Forces, formed in 2006, are Hezbollah's elite fighting unit. Many of its members have been hardened battling the Islamic State in Syria. Its name honors the slain Hezbollah leader Imad Mughniyah, who fought under the nom de guerre "Radwan." The IDF said in late April that a Radwan fighter had surrendered and was taken in for questioning.
The current round of fighting started in early March when Hezbollah responded to the killing of Iranian supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the militants' most important sponsor, by launching a salvo of rockets and drones at Israel.
At least 2,700 people have been killed since, according to Lebanon's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians. Twenty Israelis including 17 soldiers, a security person and two civilians have died, according to Israeli authorities.
Soroka reported from Tel Aviv.
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National Security
Trump and Xi set to meet under shadow of Iran negotiations
President Donald Trump wants a lavish welcome in Beijing for a summit with Xi Jinping next week. But the specter of the war in Iran looms large.

President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Busan, South Korea, on Oct. 30, 2025. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By Cate Cadell | 2026-05-07
President Donald Trump is moving ahead with plans for a grand meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping next week, but uncertainty over the White House strategy for ending the Iran conflict along with tensions over Beijing's support for Tehran suggest the two-month postponement of the summit did little to strengthen Washington's hand.
Trump on Tuesday said he and Xi would discuss the war in Beijing next week, praising the Chinese president as "very respectful." The remarks came despite anger in the Chinese capital over sweeping U.S. sanctions targeting trade with Iran, culminating last week in the unusual step of Beijing ordering companies and ships to openly defy the measures.
Diplomatic dust-ups over the Iran war have injected uncertainty into preparations and overshadowed potential deliverables from the high-level summit, at which the two leaders are set to discuss a packed agenda on trade, Taiwan, fentanyl and artificial intelligence.
"It's a huge distraction," said Yun Sun, director of the China program at the Stimson Center in Washington. "The original date had to be postponed because Trump couldn't handle two things at the same time, so the war obviously has already had an impact. But now, the question is, is the war going to critically affect the substance of the trip?"
Behind the scenes, U.S. and Chinese officials have been working to broker a deal that experts say is likely to include Chinese agricultural purchases, investment agreements, a consensus statement on AI guardrails and orders of U.S. commercial aircraft -- a package of deliverables Trump could bring back to Washington as a foreign policy win. Analysts say Beijing, meanwhile, is hoping to extend a trade truce, ease sanctions and technology restrictions, and potentially secure assurances the United States will pull back on arms sales to Taiwan.
Those discussions will unfold amid rapid developments in the Iran conflict. On Tuesday, Trump abruptly paused an operation to escort trapped ships· through the Strait of Hormuz less than two days after it began, citing ongoing peace negotiations -- precisely the kind of high-intensity diplomatic management Trump had hoped to avoid when he postponed his original meeting with Xi in March.
Underscoring how deeply the Iran conflict is entwined with the summit, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi met China's top diplomat, Wang Yi, in Beijing on Wednesday, where the Iranian envoy briefed Wang on the Pakistan-mediated negotiations with Washington, according to the semiofficial Iranian Students' News Agency.
"I think it's a deliberate design that the Iranians are coming to tell the Chinese what is their bottom line position, what they think that China can help deliver and what China can do to massage Trump," Sun said.
Beijing has avoided taking a strong public position on the war and has quietly urged Tehran to consider a U.S. peace deal. At the same time, it has maintained support for the regime, holding a number of official calls with Iranian officials in recent months while lashing out at what its Foreign Ministry has described as "dangerous" U.S. tactics in the strait.
In recent weeks, the U.S. has sharply escalated pressure on Beijing, imposing sweeping sanctions on dozens of entities and a major Chinese oil refinery tied to the shadow trade that funnels hundreds of millions of barrels of Iranian oil to the country each year, roughly 13 percent of its total imports.
Washington also took the unusual step of physically seizing two Chinese-linked vessels transporting Iranian goods -- one of which Trump said was carrying "a gift from China" which "wasn't very nice." Beijing condemned the sanctions, calling them "illegal."
With a week to go before the summit, senior U.S. officials expected to form part of the sizable delegation to Beijing have zeroed in on China's role in the war. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Tuesday urged Beijing to use its meeting with Araghchi to help loosen Tehran's chokehold on the strait.
"I hope the Chinese tell him what he needs to be told, and that is that what you are doing in the straits is causing you to be globally isolated," Rubio said ahead of Wang's meeting with Araghchi.
That request could soon be tested. Rubio on Tuesday urged China not to veto a U.S.-backed U.N. resolution calling on Iran to halt attacks and mine-laying operations in the Strait of Hormuz. The measure could go to a vote just days before Trump's visit. Last month, Beijing vetoed a separate U.S.-backed resolution supporting a coordinated international effort to secure the strait.
On Monday, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, a key figure in preparations for the U.S.-China summit, accused Beijing of helping fund a "state sponsor of terrorism" through its support for the Iranian regime.
Analysts have downplayed expectations for major breakthroughs from the summit, saying both sides are likely to focus instead on stabilizing relations and extending a fragile trade truce.
"After all these years of ups and downs, China has significantly lowered its expectations," said Ren Xiao, a former Chinese diplomat and director of the Center for Chinese Foreign Policy Studies at Fudan University in Shanghai.
Since Trump first previewed the summit in February -- saying he hoped it would be the "biggest display you've ever had in the history of China," the agenda has been scaled back from three days to two. It is also unclear whether he will receive the lavish welcome he has anticipated. Beijing does not publicly confirm high-level meetings in advance, wary of last-minute hiccups, and preparations have been kept under wraps.
On the U.S. side, preparations have forged ahead amid continuing distractions in the Middle East and periodic clashes with Beijing over the war. This week, images appearing to show U.S. military C-17 transport planes landing at Beijing airport circulated widely on Chinese social media, fueling speculation about what advance equipment Washington may be sending ahead of the summit.
Such flights are a routine part of advance preparations for presidential travel, which typically involve transporting security personnel, communications systems and armored vehicles including the presidential limousine known as "The Beast."
Trump in February spoke enthusiastically about wanting a grand display of parading Chinese uniformed guards, and said last month that Xi will give him a "big, fat hug" in Beijing following his efforts to reopen the strait.
China maintains a tiered system of welcome ceremonies for foreign leaders, including 21-gun salutes and elaborate receptions at the Great Hall of the People on Tiananmen Square or more muted meetings depending on expected outcomes and the standing of the guests in Beijing. Privately, Chinese officials are concerned that an overly extravagant welcome could send awkward signals that it Beijing is being too accommodating toward the U.S. amid the fracturing conflict, according to the official.
"We know that Trump loves grand ceremonies, but China also hates to be seen as fawning over him at this sensitive point, worried that a grander-than-2017 welcome would contradict China's role as a peacemaker and friend of the Middle East," said Wang Yiwei, a former Chinese diplomat who is now a council member in the state-affiliated Chinese People's Institute of Foreign Affairs.
Lyric Li in Seoul contributed to this report.
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Middle East
Trump threatens intense bombing if Iran peace deal is not reached
As talks continue and proposals are exchanged, Washington and Tehran still disagree on what has been agreed.

President Donald Trump speaks during an event for military mothers at the White House on Wednesday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Karen DeYoung, Susannah George | 2026-05-06
A day after announcing a pause in the military's new operation to clear a path for commercial vessels through the Strait of Hormuz, halting a mission that had just begun, President Donald Trump on Wednesday threatened that if Iran did not agree to his latest peace plan, U.S. bombing would resume "at a much higher level."
Trump said Iran had already accepted at least parts of the U.S. proposal as the two governments have continued to exchange documents via Pakistani mediators in recent days, expressing optimism -- as he's done several times in recent weeks -- that an agreement would be reached soon.
"We have to get what we have to get," Trump told reporters at the White House, expanding on an earlier social media post. "If we don't do that, we'll have to go a big step further. But ... they want to make a deal. We've had very good talks over the last 24 hours."
In Tehran, Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said his government was still reviewing the U.S. "framework" transmitted Sunday in reply to Iran's latest 14-point plan. "Once our positions are finalized," he said in an interview with the semiofficial news agency ISNA, "they will be communicated to the Pakistani side."
Tehran had earlier rejected U.S. assertions that it had already agreed to concessions on the dismantling and future restrictions on its nuclear program. It said its proposal dealt only with the Strait of Hormuz, where more than 1,500 commercial ships are still waiting to get through Iran's closure of the critical waterway.
There were "absolutely no details regarding the country's nuclear issues in this proposal," Baqaei said Sunday as Iran began its review of the U.S. response. Iran had proposed nuclear discussions be postponed to a later date after the war was over.
A Pakistani official urged caution, saying the issues are "complicated." The official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive closed-door talks, said the two sides were discussing a deal that would include lifting the U.S. blockade in exchange for a pause in Iranian nuclear enrichment and the easing of Iranian restrictions on passage through the strait.
Pakistani mediators pressed both sides to "differentiate between what is urgent and what is important," said Mushahid Hussain Syed, a former Pakistani senator who served on the foreign relations and defense committees.
"What is urgent is the Strait of Hormuz, because that affects international shipping, the international economy, global energy," he said. "And what is important is the nuclear issue."
Syed said it was "a positive sign" that the two sides appear to be considering a phased approach, concentrating first on the strait and later on thorny issues involving Iran's nuclear program. That, he said, "shows the pragmatism and the flexibility on both sides, notwithstanding what they've been saying publicly."
Amid the rapid chain of events, it was unclear which side was responding -- or not responding -- to what. Even as the latest U.S. missive was dispatched to Tehran, Trump announced on social media late Sunday that he was launching "Project Freedom," in which U.S. naval vessels would "guide" commercial vessels through the strait.
Then on Tuesday night, he said he was pausing the hours-old U.S. military operation "to see whether or not the [peace] agreement can be finalized and signed."
That announcement, in which Trump hailed "Great Progress" toward a peace deal, sent global stocks surging and oil prices falling Wednesday. S&P 500 futures closed up 1.46 percent, with gains in major European and Asian indexes as well. The price of Brent crude oil, the global benchmark, was down about 7.48 percent to just over $100 per barrel.
Trump said the pause had come "at the request of Pakistan and other countries."
Both sides have prevented traffic through the strait. Iran has claimed complete control over the waterway, laying mines and charging tolls for passage, while the U.S. Navy has blockaded any ships trying to reach or depart from Iranian ports.
For the brief period Project Freedom was in effect, both sides exchanged fire over the strait. French firm CMA CGM confirmed Wednesday that one of its vessels, the San Antonio, was attacked while transiting the shipping route a day earlier, resulting in injuries to crew members and damage to the vessel. "The injured crew members have been evacuated and are provided with the necessary medical care," it said in a statement to The Washington Post.
A spokesperson for U.S. Central Command, which is responsible for the transit clearing and the ongoing blockade, referred questions on the pause back to the White House.
Trump's announced pause of the clearing operation followed two news conferences Tuesday, one at the Pentagon and one at the White House, where senior administration officials touted its effectiveness and strived to convince reporters that the mission was working -- despite Iran firing missiles and drones at U.S. ships on Monday and the U.S. destroying at least six Iranian fast boats in return.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio calls on a reporter during a White House press briefing on Tuesday. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Secretary of State Marco Rubio, addressing reporters from the White House, said the administration had moved past Operation Epic Fury, the Trump administration's name for the war that began with Iran. The White House has argued that the April ceasefire ended the war, which began Feb. 28, short of the 60-day deadline set under the War Powers Resolution, the law that aims to constrain a president's military powers.
"We're done with that stage of it," Rubio said. "Okay, we're now on to this project of freedom."
Earlier Tuesday, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said that the U.S. mission to protect commercial ships in the Strait of Hormuz would be temporary and that other nations would soon have to take responsibility. He also emphasized that the fragile ceasefire with Iran remained in place despite this week's ship attacks.
Speaking at the Pentagon alongside Hegseth, Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said that since the ceasefire was announced, Iran has fired at commercial vessels nine times, seized two, and attacked U.S. forces more than 10 times, Caine said -- "all below the threshold of restarting major combat operations, at this point."
The 60-day deadline by law required the White House to seek Congress's authorization to continue to carry out Operation Epic Fury strikes in Iran. Hegseth said that "with the ceasefire, the clock stops."
Democrats in Congress have contested the legality of that position. It was not clear whether Trump's Wednesday threat to restart the war would restart the clock or violate the deadline.
Despite Trump's claims to have "already won" the war, Tehran thinks it can outlast his tolerance for high energy prices and political criticism. "We know full well that the continuation of the status quo is intolerable for America; while we have not even begun yet," Parliamentary Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf said Tuesday in a post on X.
Tasnim, a semiofficial Iranian news site tied to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, on Wednesday cited an "informed source" saying that U.S. reports that any final agreement was at hand were "an attempt to justify Trump's retreat from his latest hostile move."
Despite the ceasefire and the short-lived protection mission, both sides exchanged fire this week in and around the strait, which has remained effectively blocked to maritime traffic during the war. The U.S. said two of its destroyers, closely followed by two merchant vessels, came under attack Monday during successful transits of the strait.
Iran fired cruise missiles and drones at the U.S. naval and commercial vessels and sent fast boats after commercial ships, said Adm. Brad Cooper, head of U.S. Central Command.
The United Arab Emirates reported an Iranian assault Tuesday on an energy hub that caused a fire, while Oman's state media reported an attack in the country but did not identify a perpetrator.
On Wednesday, Central Command said it enforced the U.S. blockade against an Iranian-flagged oil tanker attempting to reach port. After the crew of the unladen ship Hasna failed to comply with "repeated warnings," a Centcom statement said, "U.S. forces disabled the tanker's rudder by firing several rounds from the 20mm cannon gun of a U.S. Navy F/A-18 launched from the USS Abraham Lincoln" aircraft carrier.
"Hasna is no longer transiting to Iran," the statement said.
At the United Nations, UAE Ambassador Mohamed Abushahab called on the Security Council to take a firmer stand against Iran or lose all credibility.
"These are not the actions of a state seeking stability," he said of the new Iranian attacks on his country, "they are the action of regime escalation over diplomacy and coercion over peace." Abushahab spoke as the council moved into a closed session to discuss the latest events in the region.
The U.S., along with Persian Gulf nations, has circulated a draft resolution among council members demanding that Iran cease all attacks, mining and tolls in the strait and calling on all nations to aid the effort to restrain it.
While it expresses support for ongoing peace efforts, the draft makes no mention of the U.S. naval blockade. The U.S. mission at the U.N. did not respond to requests for comment on when the resolution would be introduced for a vote or whether breaking events had overtaken it.
Michael Birnbaum, Tara Copp, Victoria Craw, Dan Lamothe, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. and Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Health
Hantavirus-hit cruise ship to head to Canary Islands as Swiss confirm new case
More than 140 people remain on the Hondius, which will take about three days to reach the Spanish archipelago for screening. A local official has criticized the plan.

Health workers assist patients onto a boat from the Hondius cruise ship, near Cape Verde. (AFP/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-05-06
Three people were evacuated Wednesday from the cruise ship facing a hantavirus outbreak in the Atlantic Ocean, as Swiss health authorities confirmed another case in Zurich, in a passenger who had already left the Hondius. The ship, which has been sitting off the coast of Cape Verde but not allowed to dock, is now set to head for Spain's Canary Islands.
The Swiss case brings the total number of suspected or confirmed cases linked to the outbreak to eight and marks the first identification of the virus in Europe. The man had responded to an email from Ocean Expeditions, the ship's operator, and presented himself to a hospital in Switzerland, the World Health Organization said in a post on X. The WHO is working to carry out contact tracing and "ensure that those potentially exposed are monitored and that any further disease spread is limited," it said.
On Wednesday, South African health authorities said they had identified the Andes strain of rodent-borne hantavirus in tests performed on two passengers, the Associated Press reported, and Swiss authorities said they identified the same virus in the Zurich patient.
WHO director Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said overall the public health risk remains low and the agency is working with authorities in the Netherlands, Britain, Spain and Cape Verde. "Monitoring and follow-up for passengers on board and for those who have already disembarked has been initiated in collaboration with the ship's operators and national health authorities," he said.
Three people have died so far, and one man is in intensive care in South Africa as authorities investigate how a rare strain of hantavirus that can be transmitted between humans broke out on board. Hantaviruses are typically transmitted through contact with rodent droppings or urine, but the Andes strain found in South America has a history of person-to-person transmission.
Of the three people evacuated Wednesday, two have acute symptoms, Oceanwide Expeditions said, and a third is closely associated with the passenger who died Saturday. They are being taken to receive medical care in the Netherlands, Tedros said. One of the evacuees is believed to be the ship's doctor.

Three people were evacuated from the Hondius on Wednesday, the World Health Organization said. (AFP/Getty Images)


On Wednesday the Hondius remained anchored off Cape Verde, and the operator said two infectious-disease doctors were en route from the Netherlands, to remain with the vessel when it eventually departs from Cape Verde.
Spain's health ministry, citing a moral and legal obligation to help, said that the remaining passengers would continue to the Canary Islands, where they would be examined, treated and transferred to their home countries, and that they would avoid contact with the local population.
But Canary Islands President Fernando Clavijo publicly criticized the plans and accused the government of not informing him, asking why they couldn't continue to the Netherlands, the ship's country of origin. "I am not going to blindly jeopardize the safety of the Canary Islands population with a government that is not behaving loyally," he said in an interview with Spanish radio station COPE.
Cape Verde authorities on Monday had denied the vessel permission to dock in the country, citing the need to protect national public health.
The polar-rated expedition ship's Atlantic Odyssey cruise, which can last up to 42 nights and can cost about $20,000, begins in Ushuaia, Argentina, and visits some of the most remote islands in the world: Tristan da Cunha, South Georgia Island, St. Helena and Ascension, where guests can see king penguins, elephant seals and whales in the wild. Guests are also able to join and depart the cruise at various points.
Before Wednesday's evacuations, Oceanwide Expeditions said there were 149 people on board, representing 23 nationalities.
The World Health Organization's director for epidemic and pandemic preparedness and prevention, Maria Van Kerkhove, said in a briefing Tuesday that her team is working under the assumption the first patient and his wife -- both among the fatalities -- were infected off the ship, either before they boarded in Argentina or on an excursion. The incubation period of the virus can range from one to six weeks.
"This was an expedition boat, and many of the people on board were doing birdwatching. They were doing ... a lot of things with wildlife," she said.
"On those islands, there are birds. Some islands have a lot of rodents; others don't," she said.
The company said the atmosphere on board the ship remains calm, with "passengers generally composed." Those on board are isolating,  and medical monitoring and hygiene measures are in place.
Jake Rosmarin, a travel blogger who has frequently posted updates about the trip, said in an Instagram message that other than the ill passengers, everyone on board the ship is "doing well and remains in good spirits." He said  passengers are social distancing and wearing masks, and gathering in the common areas is restricted, though people can go to the outer decks for fresh air.
"Additional medical provisions and supplies have been brought on board," he said. "We remain hopeful that the situation will be resolved soon."
Another passenger, Helene Goessaert, told the Associated Press that the atmosphere on the ship is "relatively good."
"Naturally we all want our sick passengers to receive the necessary care as soon as possible," she said. "You don't get on a boat with the idea that one of your hundred fellow passengers is going to die."
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Europe
Pro-Kremlin lawyer's turn against Putin reveals rift in Russian power circles 
Ilya Remeslo was put in a psychiatric hospital after criticizing Vladimir Putin. Now free, he said that he will not stop his crusade against the Russian president. 

Russia's President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin in April. (Maxim Shipenkov/Pool/AP)


By Catherine Belton | 2026-05-07
When Ilya Remeslo, a longtime Kremlin attack lawyer and propagandist, first turned against Vladimir Putin in March, posting publicly that the Russian president should resign and be brought to justice as "a war criminal and a thief," the Russian authorities rapidly carted Remeslo off -- against his will -- to a St. Petersburg psychiatric hospital.
But, in a highly unusual development for a regime that is notorious for  incarcerating its critics for years, Remeslo was freed after 30 days. Now, the pro-Kremlin henchman and blogger, who worked for the presidential administration for about a decade smearing opposition activists, is vowing to remain in Russia and continue a public anti-Putin fight.
"I said from the beginning that I'm not going to stop," Remeslo told The Washington Post in an interview. "I decided that this is the work of my life."
As cracks appear in the Russian elite over the war against Ukraine, the deteriorating Russian economy and repressive restrictions, including limits on internet access, Remeslo's turnabout and continuing open defiance signify a broader divide in the upper reaches of Kremlin power, according to a Russian official, a prominent opposition figure and analysts. The Russian official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
"The scale of dissatisfaction is colossal," Remeslo said in the interview with The Post, his first with an international media organization since his release. "I have the impression that part of the system is already starting to work against Putin ... It's essentially  ... similar to what happened at the end of the Soviet Union, when people hated the [Communist] Party and did everything for it to end. Putin's Russia will follow the same path as the Soviet Union. Everything is being repeated."

People walk in a park in Moscow, with the Kremlin in the background, last Thursday. (Pavel Bednyakov/AP)


In recent weeks, Putin's approval rating fell to its lowest level since Russia began its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, according to VCIOM, the state-controlled polling firm. A chorus of other voices have started speaking out against the government's handling of the economy and the internet rules, which are set to tighten ahead of Moscow's annual Victory Day parade on Saturday as jitters mount about Ukrainian drone attacks.
Kremlin watchers say the criticism is part of an internal conflict between a faction in the Russian presidential administration led by Remeslo's former boss, Sergei Kiriyenko, the technocratic first deputy Kremlin chief who oversees Russia's political apparatus, and the Federal Security Service (FSB) where Putin built his career.
The security services are widely believed to be behind the clampdown on internet access, fearing it could be used to target Putin and to mobilize anti-government opposition. Some of Putin's political advisers, however, see the restrictions as stoking anti-government anger in Russia's highly digitalized society.
"A very big battle for power is going on," Remeslo said, noting he remains in contact with some former allies in Russian power structures. "The FSB and the administration are very much in conflict."
"Putin does not have a single fist which only works for him," he added. "They are all working against each other."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Now-exiled opposition figure Mikhail Khodorkovsky in a courtroom in Moscow on May 30, 2005. (Misha Japaridze/AP)


Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the former oil tycoon who was once Russia's richest man and is now a leading Russian opposition figure based in London, said Remeslo's release was a sign that factions in the Kremlin were supporting him.
"There is an absolutely clear conflict between the presidential administration and the second directorate of the FSB," Khodorkovsky said, referring to the FSB unit responsible for combating terrorism and defending the Russian constitution.
"These guys have gotten a lot of authority and have started tightening the screws very strongly," Khodorkovsky added. "The presidential administration is trying to somehow let Putin know the lid could blow off the can."
One person familiar with the situation said the growing standoff -- ahead of parliamentary elections inSeptember -- evokes memories of a Kremlin power struggle before Russian President Boris Yeltsin was reelected in 1996.
Then, hard-liners wanted to make sure Yeltsin remained in power by imposing martial law and canceling or postponing the vote, while Russia's more progressive oligarch class wanted to bankroll Yeltsin's election campaign and control it as much as possible.
"In some senses the same story is being repeated," the person familiar with the situation said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive political rivalries. "Kiriyenko and his team are trying to convince Putin that he can keep control of the situation in the country through political technologies. And the second service of the FSB is trying to convince Putin that the only way to stabilize the situation in the country is through brutal methods and through tightening the screws."

President Boris Yeltsin waves to thousands of supporters at a youth rock concert in Moscow's Red Square in December 1996. (Lucian Perkins/The Washington Post)


In a sign of the standoff, one of Kiriyenko's closest lieutenants, Sergei Novikov, head of the Kremlin department for social projects, told a conference on demographics that in Russia "it is already impossible to ban something" -- a statement interpreted as referencing the internet rules.
"Everywhere we can see chaos in management processes," Alexander Baunov, a political analyst with the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, wrote last week in a report about the growing divide in the Russian elite. "Relations towards Putin are changing. Economic optimism and the everyday patriotism connected to it are disappearing," Baunov said. "Finally, the impossibility of winning a war -- which has changed and reduced Russia's advantages to a minimum -- is recognized."
"It's as if the content of the air has changed in Russia," he wrote.
As Ukrainian drones reach ever deeper into Russian territory, setting oil refineries and terminals ablaze, and this week hitting a high-rise building just three and a half miles from the Kremlin, public anxiety is rising and Putin appears to be increasing his own personal security.
A report by a European intelligence agency, published in full on Monday by the independent Russian investigative outlet IStories and reported simultaneously by the Financial Times and CNN, said Putin's Federal Protection Service, or FSO, has significantly boosted security protocols around the president since early March -- apparently worried that Putin could be targeted in a drone attack, including by members of Russia's own elite.
The FSO has tightened security checks on those visiting Putin, while those working with him are forbidden from using mobile phones or any other devices connected to the internet, and are banned from traveling on public transport, according to the European intelligence report. The Washington Post did not independently obtain the intelligence report but in the interview Remeslo described its findings as broadly accurate.
Since the beginning of the war, Putin has increasingly run Russia from a remote system of underground bunkers and, more recently, he has cut back public visits. The periodic shutdown of communications systems in Moscow is in part connected to Putin's security fears, the report said.
A blame game erupted over failed security measures in December after a senior Russian general, Fanil Sarvarov, was assassinated, the latest in a series of Ukraine-linked attacks, the report said.

An Iraqi woman holds a portrait of Iran's deceased former supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, during a protest against U.S. and Israeli attacks on Iran, in Baghdad on April 25. (Hadi Mizban/AP)


The U.S.-Israeli assassination of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who was a longtime Putin ally, may have further increased Putin's security fears and opened the way for the security services to clamp down on access to the internet, Khodorkovsky said.
"In Moscow, Khamenei's killing was seen as the Americans using internet technology for remote surveillance and since the Russian network is open for this type of remote surveillance they got worried," Khodorkovsky said.
Putin had been tightening his own personal security ever since his onetime close ally Yevgeniy Prigozhin, the late leader of the Wagner mercenary group, launched an aborted mutiny against the Russian president in June 2023, but protocols were strengthened even further two months ago, Remeslo said.
Remeslo was once part of a team of Kremlin propagandists who targeted Russian opposition figures, including, most prominently, the late opposition leader Alexei Navalny. Remeslo used his background as a lawyer to testify against the opposition figures in court and smear them online.
In an interview last week with Ksenia Sobchak, a television celebrity and the daughter of Putin's onetime political mentor, St. Petersburg mayor Anatoly Sobchak, Remeslo said that he paid a pensioner to file a lawsuit against Navalny alleging fraud related to donations to Navalny's Anti-Corruption Foundation.
The allegations were part of a case that landed Navalny a nine-year jail sentence in March 2022. Navalny was serving that sentence in a remote Arctic penal colony when he died in February 2024 -- killed by a rare poison according to Western governments.
Remeslo said he now he regrets his involvement in the Kremlin's persecution of Navalny, and wants to rectify that by speaking out against Putin, in hopes that other prominent figures will join him in opposing the increasingly oppressive regime.

Opposition leader Alexei Navalny speaks to the media in Moscow on Dec. 26, 2019. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


The disappointment with Putin was a gradual process, he said, first as his realization grew that the war against Ukraine, initially intended to topple Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in days, would drag out far beyond the original plan, and later when the Russian president retreated from view during Prigozhin's botched uprising and left others to deal with the crisis -- evidence, he said, of the president's personal cowardice.
"I understood that this is not the president I voted for. It's not a person who is brave or courageous," Remeslo said. "It's a completely different person who just fears a real opponent who represents a threat to him."
For a long time, Remeslo said he hesitated to make any public statement, hoping negotiations with President Donald Trump's administration would succeed in ending the war.
But in March, when it became clear these talks were going nowhere and Putin was being buoyed to extend the war by oil prices that were surging because of Trump's own war against Iran, Remeslo said he decided he had to speak out. "It was necessary to try and stop him," Remeslo said. "It was necessary to speak against him."
He added: "I decided that if I do it other people would see and it would lead other people to speak too. Because I know that people around me -- people from the administration -- they think exactly the same."
Remeslo said he believed that about half the Kremlin administration shares his view, including his former boss, Kiriyenko, as well as some officials from the top ranks of the Russian security services and Defense Ministry, who are more progressively minded than those driving the repressions, Remeslo said.
"In the administration there are good people," he said. "They snicker at Putin and say he is very primitive and that he is doing everything to lead the country into an abyss."
He added: "Of course, publicly they are scared to say this. Because of course they will be put in jail and all their assets will be taken."
The European intelligence report singled out former defense minister Sergei Shoigu, who now serves as secretary of the National Security Council, as a subject of particular Kremlin concern because he maintained "considerable influence in the military command" and is "associated with the risk of a state coup attempt." The report did not provide evidence for the claims against Shoigu, a longtime Putin ally.
The arrest of Shoigu's former deputy minister Ruslan Tsalikov on corruption charges could pose a personal threat to  Shoigu, the report said -- a view shared by Remeslo, who said he believed Shoigu would be certain to take measures to defend himself.
A spokesperson for the Russian Security Council did not respond to a request for comment about Shoigu.
"Putin will be toppled at some moment by his own circle when he stops being convenient for them completely," Remeslo said. "This is the result that is awaiting him."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/05/06/kremlin-infighting-putin-russia-war/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Lifestyle

      Washington Post Lifestyle gives you the latest fashion and beauty trends, home d&eacute;cor pointers, food and recipe ideas and reviews, relationship advice, travel ideas, wellness tips and much more.


      
        Yes, Amalfi is overwhelmed. Here are 6 quieter Italian beach gems.
        Natalie Compton, Hannah Sampson

        Where to find "that classic Mediterranean feel" away from Italy's most crowded beach towns.

      

      
        Ask Sahaj: He told me he saw a future with me. Now he has a new girlfriend.
        Sahaj Kaur Kohli

        When they broke up, the letter writer held out hope he would reach out in the future. Instead, he has a new girlfriend.

      

      
        Asking Eric: Brother's burial plans reject his faith tradition
        R. Eric  Thomas

        Letter writer blames sister-in-law for brother's non-Jewish funeral plans.

      

      
        Wow. My neighbor copies everything we do. Give advice to this Hax question.
        Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati

        Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

      

      
        Miss Manners: Couple disagrees about neighborly chats
        Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin

        Letter writer's partner likes to pause yard work for long chats with neighbors.

      

      
        Dining chat: Is it acceptable to order an appetizer as a meal?
        Elazar Sontag

        Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

      

      
        7 beloved recipes to cherish for Mother's Day and beyond
        Becky Krystal

        Food is an important part of what many of us hope to pass on, for Mother's Day and beyond.

      

      
        My teen pushed me because she wants an iPhone. Do we give in and get her one?
        Meghan Leahy

        Letter writer's teen daughter is throwing alarming tantrums because she doesn't have the phone she wants.

      

      
        
          	
            World
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Travel
Yes, Amalfi is overwhelmed. Here are 6 quieter Italian beach gems.
Where to find "that classic Mediterranean feel" away from Italy's most crowded beach towns. 

The Natural Arch of Ponza. (iStock)


By Natalie Compton, Hannah Sampson | 2026-05-07
Weeks before the official start of peak season, a familiar story is unfolding in one of Italy's most picturesque stretches: tourist gridlock on the Amalfi Coast.
Videos of visitors at a standstill in Positano, one of the area's dozen-plus villages, prompted fresh complaints from travelers and Italians alike about the influx has turned the coast into a cautionary tale about the dangers of influencer-induced over-tourism.
"Amalfi has always been crowded, but at the moment, post-covid, it's got even worse," said Simone Amorico, CEO of the private tour operator Access Italy.
Angel Castellanos, a travel expert and video host who specializes in Italy, says Amalfi's appeal is not unfounded.
"There's a reason people should see it," he said. "The natural beauty and these pastel-colored houses just falling into the ocean, and the dramatic sky is just phenomenal. I mean, I love it."
But in recent years, the crowds have become harder to manage. Residents and business owners have complained of difficulty getting around, finding parking and securing affordable housing.
"People treat the Amalfi Coast like a theme park," Lara Capraro, a Positano local whose late father ran a tour boat operation, told The Washington Post in 2024. "I don't know how much longer it can go on like this."
As locals plead with municipal leaders to manage the impact of tourism, travelers can do their part and pivot -- particularly at peak season.
"Americans are stuck on 'It's gotta be the Amalfi Coast or nothing,'" said Castellanos. He said Italy is full of comparable beach destinations that have "that classic Mediterranean feel." Experts suggest these options.
Ponza once served as a Roman prison for exiles, but today the island off the coast of Lazio has a much sunnier reputation: It's a favorite vacation destination for summering Italians "without the Instagram hype around it," Castellanos said.
Katie Parla, owner of Parla Tours and author of the cookbook "Food of the Italian Islands," says between the train and ferry, a trip to Ponza from her home in Rome takes about four hours. Yet despite being within easy access of the capital, Castellanos says Ponza still feels "super relaxed" and "much less expensive than Amalfi."
Once you arrive, don't expect easy access to sandy beaches; you'll have to work for them. Most of the popular swimming spots are reachable only if you rent a boat or hire a water taxi. And don't wait to lock in summer accommodations until the last minute. Parla notes that Ponza's vacation rental inventory is limited (which also limits the number of visitors).

Cala Junco, a small bay on the Aeolian Island of Panarea, near Sicily. (iStock)


Off the northeastern coast of Sicily, the Aeolian Islands are just out of the way enough to cut down on crowds. "The ratio of Americans to Italians is much, much, much less," than other parts of Italy, Castellanos said.
The archipelago is made up of seven islands and has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage site for its "outstanding record of volcanic island-building and destruction, and ongoing volcanic phenomena." You don't need to be a geologist to appreciate their natural wonders: A popular activity for visitors is to snorkel among the underwater fumaroles (gas vents).

Maratea Beach in Campania. (iStock)


Two and a half hours south of the Amalfi Coast in the province of Potenza, Maratea is often referred to as "the pearl of the Tyrrhenian coast." Kathy McCabe, the host and producer of the PBS show "Dream of Italy," says it lives up to the nickname.
"[I] have always thought that it is one of Italy's best-kept secrets," McCabe said in an email.
McCabe is a fan of Maratea's many sandy coves, grottoes and black sand beaches, like Cala Jannita, where visitors can rent umbrellas and sun-beds, or bring their own towel and stretch out for free.

A beach in Lacco Ameno commune on Ischia. (iStock)


Hop on a ferry from Naples and in about an hour (the trip length will depend on the weather), you'll arrive in Ischia, a less developed counterpart to the nearby island of Capri. "It doesn't have that luxury, old Hollywood kind of cachet that Capri has. ... It's a bit more like being on a Greek island," Castellanos said.
That doesn't mean it isn't popular. McCabe says that while Ischia is "definitely on the tourist radar," it has managed to "preserve so much Southern Italian authenticity." It's also a draw for more than its beaches.
"I adore Ischia for so many reasons: its simplicity, beauty, but most of all its thermal hot springs, which are a big draw," McCabe said. For a high-end hot spring experience, McCabe recommends the Mezzatorre hotel and spa, or for travelers on a budget, get a day pass at Poseidon Hot Springs, a wellness complex with 20 pools.

The seafront of Santa Maria di Castellabate in Cilento. (iStock)


Marina Cacciapuoti, founder of magazine and travel planning company Italy Segreta, has another pick in the Salerno region for travelers: Cilento.
McCabe describes the Cilento coast as gorgeous and less packed, even if it is still popular with locals and "Italians in the know." Her only warning: Cilento's most beautiful beaches, such as Cala degli Infreschi and Cala Blanca, will require some hiking or a boat ride to reach.

Maiori on the Amalfi Coast. (iStock)


If you are dead set on going to the Amalfi Coast, Cacciapuoti would stick to Maiori and Minori, two small towns past Ravello en route to Salerno that don't get as much attention as their neighbors.
"They're among the few towns that still retain a local character and are great for families," Cacciapuoti said. "Maiori also has a great sandy beach, and both are largely free of tourist traps."
If you make it to Maiori, Cacciapuoti says you can't miss the bakery Pasticceria Napoli and -- if your budget allows -- renting a villa or cottage at the luxury estate Torre della Limonaia.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: He told me he saw a future with me. Now he has a new girlfriend.
When they broke up, the letter writer held out hope he would reach out in the future. Instead, he has a new girlfriend.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-05-07
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared March 28, 2024.
Dear Sahaj: How do I get over an ex who has moved on?
The guy I was seeing on and off for just shy of two years is with someone else. We never had a label on it, but we were exclusive. I thought we ended things amicably and left the door open. He wasn't ready or able to meet my needs, and I didn't want to stew in anxiety anymore. He said he knew that eventually he'd want to be in a monogamous relationship again, he just didn't know when. I told him that I hoped he'd reach out to me and see if I'm available because I want to be with him. The last thing we said to each other in our break up conversation was: "I see a future with you, I love you."
During our breakup conversation I told him I was going to unfriend him on social media because I needed space in our immediate aftermath but eventually I might be okay with being friendly again. A few weeks ago, I added him back on social media. He let it sit, then declined my request. A day or two later he changed his picture to be of him and his new partner, and her photo also changed to be one of the two of them. They recently went on a family vacation, suggesting this isn't entirely new.
I know that I don't want to be with someone who doesn't consistently meet my needs, but it still hurts that he wasn't willing to give us a chance. Part of me doesn't want to let go, and part of me wants to forget he ever existed; all of me loves him very much and still wants him in my life.
How do I move past this?
-- Crushed
Crushed: It is natural to hold out hope that your ex would come back to you, especially if you really wanted it to work and were willing to wait. Two things struck me from your letter. One, you didn't go into the breakup actually ending the relationship and accepting the possibility that one or both of you would meet someone else. And two, you haven't fully processed or moved on from the relationship. You've been in a sort of limbo and now that "what if" has been taken out of the equation, you're experiencing a delayed sense of grief and loss.
Short of having your ex explain it to you, you may never know why he didn't reach out or how long he has been with his new partner. This doesn't make it less painful, but speculating -- either by snooping through social media or constantly ruminating to get answers -- can make you feel worse. And I want to be clear, being in contact with your ex is not a good idea while you process this loss.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
When there are unresolved emotions or thoughts that you aren't able to share with someone, writing a letter you'll never send can help. What do you want to say to him? Get it all out on paper so you can process and externalize all the feelings you're having to give yourself a sense of closure.
You don't want to let go, but ask yourself why. What is it that is really keeping you holding on? Is it how he made you feel? Is it that he embodied traits important to you? Is it because you are still hopeful he'll come back to you? This can help you get clarity on what story you are telling yourself about him and your relationship so you can start to examine it more closely. Because right now, that story may not include flaws or shortcomings that certainly existed and led to this relationship not working out. After all, you say he didn't meet your needs and even more, he didn't seem to treat your relationship with a reciprocal level of respect or care. You want to be honest with yourself about how the relationship really was, not the story you're holding on to about it.
Right now, your feelings toward your ex are a reminder of what you don't have. Focusing on what you do have and what you can control can make these feelings less painful. Create meaning outside of this relationship. This looks like connecting with and deepening other relationships, giving yourself compassion through the letting-go process, and filling your life with moments of joy. You also want to reinvest in the relationship with yourself. This will help you look inward into the type of partner and person you want to be, and will help you open yourself when you're ready to date again.
By integrating new and different meaning into your life, you can create distance from the life you shared with your ex. It won't be easy or painless, but it allows you to plant a seed for possibilities and reconstruct a future without him in it.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Brother's burial plans reject his faith tradition
Letter writer blames sister-in-law for brother's non-Jewish funeral plans. 

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-05-07
Dear Eric: My older brother and I were born and raised in a Jewish household. My brother's first wife was Jewish, his second is not. At a recent dinner with my brother and his wife, she informed us of his planned funeral arrangements, which involve cremation and a memorial sometime in the future. While she told us all of his "wants," he never said a word. By the way, this is not something that's imminent.
Also, she is very controlling, and we feel these are her wants, not his. In fact, she said she has spoken with several rabbis, and they told her cremation is okay. I know our rabbi would not agree.
I would like to send a letter to my brother explaining why I hope he will follow our Jewish heritage and have a Jewish funeral just like all of our family members have had in the past. Should I keep my mouth shut and mind my own business, or broach this subject with him?
-- Concerned Brother
Brother: Neither. It's worth having a conversation with him to make sure that his wants are being considered and that he's not in a relationship that's unhealthy. But that conversation can't be about your wants. It's natural to have an opinion, particularly about something that has as much emotional, spiritual and cultural weight as this. But unless he asks for your opinion, don't give it.
Instead, approach him with curiosity. And do it by phone or in person rather than via a letter. This will allow both of you to hear and understand each other more clearly, and for you to ask follow-up questions.
Be careful not to express an opinion about his relationship that might derail the conversation. However, if you fear that he's not being heard or that he's being bossed around, asking questions can help you determine if there's a deeper issue, like emotional abuse. The larger objective is for you to be a support to your brother.
He may not be making the choice that you want and that may be something you have to accept. But what's most important is that he's making the choice that he wants. Go into this conversation with that objective top of mind and it'll go a lot more smoothly.
Dear Eric: We have had a neighbor for years who has been a decent neighbor. Years ago, she encroached onto our concrete driveway, which in our area requires a two-foot setback from the property line. We brought it up a few times over the years and she always just shrugged and said it's no big deal.
Due to how we worked and that we had parents with health issues, we had neither the time nor the energy to deal with it. We left the matter unaddressed.
She works for an attorney's office. Our state had strict adverse possession laws, so we really didn't worry.
They recently removed adverse possession laws (which, like squatter's rights, governed whether a person who had occupied a property that the person didn't own could claim legal ownership). It's abhorrent to me that people think they are entitled to something that isn't theirs. I recently asked her to sign an easement agreement with stipulation of removal of the encroachment when her home is sold or leaves her possession, since the law isn't protecting us.
She took it badly; she wanted us to pay for a property survey and said to get a lawyer. When I said I will not pay but I'll get an attorney, she removed the encroachment but left it a mess and still did not leave the two-foot setback.
She will not speak to us and she has bad-mouthed us to other neighbors, and we are at a loss as to how to move forward.
-- Not Feeling Neighborly
Neighborly: The direction of "forward" depends on your goals. If you want to get her to follow the law with regard to your property line, it does sound like getting an attorney is the best option available to you. Despite the fact that she's been a good neighbor, for the most part, her actions regarding the driveway and her response to your request indicate that she's not open to discussion about your property. This is unfortunate and, from your telling, needlessly aggressive.
It's interesting that she has, for years, said it was no big deal but when asked to put an agreement in writing, changed her tune. Sometimes something is only "no big deal" if one person is getting the better part of the deal.
If, however, you want to preserve a neighborly relationship, you may want to let it be. It doesn't sound like there's much of this relationship to preserve, however, so it may not be worth sacrificing a part of your property for someone who isn't respecting you.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Wow. My neighbor copies everything we do. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-05-07
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2026/05/07/carolyn-hax-neighbors-copy-everything/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Miss Manners: Couple disagrees about neighborly chats
Letter writer's partner likes to pause yard work for long chats with neighbors.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-05-07
Dear Miss Manners: During the weekends, my partner and I will be out in the yard, toiling away at various landscaping and home improvement projects, and sometimes our neighbors are out doing the same.
I have no issues with any of our neighbors, but here's where my partner and I disagree: He will go over to the fence and have a lengthy chat with whoever is out there. He thinks it rude that I don't do the same.
I contend that an acknowledgment, such as a wave and a smile, is sufficient, but he says I'm being very rude. Nine times out of 10 when this situation occurs, I'm doing something laborious (this week it was moving and spreading mulch) and I don't want to throw everything down and stand around for 15 minutes in idle chitchat. I'd rather just get the work done. Also, I'm kind of a procrastinator when it comes to yard work, and I feel that if I stop in the middle, I'll lose my momentum.
I agree that this kind of behavior doesn't make me appear to be the most friendly, but I don't think that automatically means I'm being rude. If they wanted to chat when I wasn't in the middle of a chore, I wouldn't mind going over and playing nice.
Am I right in just smiling, waving and continuing with my business? Or am I just deluding myself, and I really am an unneighborly boor?
Are those the only choices? Miss Manners agrees that you are not required to throw down the gardening shears and engage in a lengthy conversation every time you see a neighbor. But the choices you provide seem extreme -- and we've only just met.
Dear Miss Manners: The other day, a friend visited our home, and when he left, he started to use our neighbor's driveway to turn his car around. Our neighbor appeared on his front porch and said to our friend, "I don't want you to use my driveway."
My friend said, "No problem," then turned his car around in the street instead. He had to pull forward and back up several times before he could be on his way.
I found the neighbor's request to be quite ridiculous. Did I miss something? Is it inappropriate to use someone's driveway, without permission, to turn around?
Yours is not the first report Miss Manners has seen of homeowners complaining about cars turning around in their driveways. Yet many people would eventually be both property owners and drivers in need of a turnaround.
Like you, it appears to her to be a neighborly thing to allow, believing that 95 percent of the time it would not affect the homeowner. The 5 percent of the times when it would be a problem could easily be identified and avoided by reasonable people.
Alas, we do not live in reasonable or neighborly times. She therefore agrees with your departing friend that it is the neighbor's driveway, and it is less trouble to comply than to have an angry neighbor explaining how you have wronged them.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Live Chats
Dining chat: Is it acceptable to order an appetizer as a meal?
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-05-06
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Food
7 beloved recipes to cherish for Mother's Day and beyond
Food is an important part of what many of us hope to pass on, for Mother's Day and beyond.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-05-06
What is a legacy? I've been thinking about it more lately, and not just because the lyrics from "Hamilton" have long since taken up permanent residence in my head. Getting older, and watching my son grow up, has led me to wonder what I might be remembered for -- and what I want to be remembered for.
There's the inevitable discomfort that comes with confronting your own mortality so pointedly, but it also can help crystallize what is important in the here and now and spur you to share, and do, the things you want to pass on.
Perhaps it's not surprising that for me, much of it revolves, one way or another, around food. Yes, I hope my son looks back fondly on what I actually cooked for him. But what I hope he most recalls is how we tried to have dinner as a family many -- if not all -- nights. The noisy, jubilant chaos of Thanksgiving with relatives. That time I let him and his friends throw whatever Halloween candy they wanted into a batch of brownies.
These kinds of memories and meals are not just about the food. They're about creating "a space where people feel warm and welcome," says chef and author Spring Council, whose cookbook, "Southern Roots," is in large part an homage to her mother, Mildred "Mama Dip" Council, and the multigenerational legacy she helped inspire through her restaurants and family meals in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. "The table's a very important part of our loving and care and our tears."
If you, like me, are thinking of your own culinary heritage, of course, write down your recipes (and, Council suggests, have other people try cooking them), but also make sure you're inviting your children, nieces, nephews, whomever, into the kitchen with you. And when you sit down to eat, talk about the stories behind the food -- the first time you had it, how you may have tinkered with the recipe, anything that brings you meaning.
As Mother's Day approaches, many of our minds naturally turn to what we grew up eating and the people who made it, along with the recipes that are central to our own identities. I know I'll be thinking about that, which is why I decided to look back at some of my own signature dishes that I hope will one day be a part of my son's traditions -- and maybe yours, too. Here are a few that would make great options for a Mother's Day gathering, or any other family occasion.
Need more menu ideas for a holiday brunch? We have those, too.
Pictured above. The origins of this recipe handed down from my grandparents -- and transcribed in my grandfather's handwriting -- are murky, but as soon as I made it for the first time, I knew it was something I'd want to preserve for and share with my own family. The towering Bundt features a plush crumb made tender with grated apple and pear, as well as pureed lemon and orange. (See also my similar Jewish Apple Cake.) It's just the thing to put out for a boisterous brunch or quiet coffee break. "Definitely will be on my 'keeper' list," wrote one reviewer. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


My grandmother and mom made their own versions of this braise for many years, so it was only fitting for me to put my own twist on it. The one-pot meal made in a Dutch oven (a solid piece of equipment that itself tends to get passed down through generations) is a lovely family dinner. The sliced mushrooms and wine add a touch of elegance and make the braising liquid worth the price of admission alone. Be sure to serve with bread to soak it all up. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Set these scones out for Mother's Day brunch and let everyone serve themselves straight from the sheet pan. I developed this streamlined recipe to both satisfy my desire to share a sweet treat with my family and acknowledge the fact that the weekend morning fatigue is real. The dough is simply stirred together thanks to melted butter (no need to cut it into the dry ingredients), and if you don't feel like making the fruit compote, just serve with butter or jam. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


For another option to spend the morning with loved ones, consider these vegan muffins. Soaking rolled oats in boiling water is the key to keeping them moist, along with generous amounts of applesauce and maple syrup. They were appreciated enough by one reader's family to become a fixture: "Just made these for my three discerning tasters. All deemed them worthy of being added to the muffin rotation." Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


What would family gatherings be without cake? I created this riff on the retro dessert for my dad, but it became an instant classic with my son and mom, who likes to stash slices in the freezer to take out every so often. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


A love of chocolate seems to be as much a genetic predisposition in my family as eye color. Cups of hot chocolate have become a snow-day tradition in my house (especially with lots of marshmallows), but it's a welcome, kid-friendly treat for any season. My blend of cocoa powder and semisweet and bittersweet bars has just the right amount of sweetness, meaning it's a well-balanced beverage for adults, too. "Best hot chocolate I've ever had!" says one reader. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


When my son grows up, I'm guessing this is one of the foods he'll most associate with his childhood. I almost always have a supply in the freezer for nights when we don't know what's for dinner. Make a batch to serve for a casual Mother's Day brunch -- maybe with an array of condiments and refreshing drinks -- or hand them off to a busy mom who will appreciate a ready-to-go meal. "Generally when my wife says she could eat something every day for the rest of her life, I conclude I have a winner," writes one reader. "This one is already in rotation." Get the recipe.
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Advice
My teen pushed me because she wants an iPhone. Do we give in and get her one?
Letter writer's teen daughter is throwing alarming tantrums because she doesn't have the phone she wants.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Meghan Leahy | 2026-05-06
Dear Meghan: We got our 13-year-old a phone last August. She's our first child and this was her first phone, so we got her a phone that had parental control software built in. The phone itself is an Android. My wife and I chose it because the iPhone software has more workarounds to avoid the parental controls.
Since day one, our daughter has been saying she NEEDED an iPhone. She said she doesn't fit in because it's an Android and that she's being made fun of because her texts have the "green bubble" and she can't FaceTime her friends. We told her we wanted to start here, and we will eventually move to the iPhone down the road.
This wasn't enough for her, and she preceded to torture us about the phone, throwing 13-year-old tantrums almost every day and telling us how much she hated us for "ruining her life." Mind you, one of the criteria we gave for her moving on to the iPhone was to NOT keep bugging us about getting an iPhone, which she has never done.
Despite that, we recently decided to get her the iPhone on her 14th birthday, which is in a couple months. She seemed much happier about that, but about two weeks ago she began demanding an iPhone now because she couldn't wait any longer.
To say these past two weeks have been hell would be an understatement. Her tantrums have escalated and she even has become physical with me at times (she pushed me so hard once, she knocked me over). We have tried to affirm her, telling her we know it actually has been hard for her to not have an iPhone because eighth-graders are cruel.
Her behavior at home is so bad that it feels like it would be a bad parenting decision to cave in now because it would send the wrong message. We are less than two months away from her birthday, but my wife is worried that we are doing permanent damage to our relationship with our daughter by continuing to have conflict over the phone. As a side note, my wife has waffled some with our daughter about the timing, which has given her false hope about when she'll be getting the phone. She's working on not doing that, but it has made it harder at times.
We're struggling to figure out how to make this decision because we believe our daughter but don't want to encourage this type of behavior and we want her to learn to do hard things and build some resilience, instead of just "fixing" it.
- iPhone Blues
iPhone Blues: I know there are people reading this right now (on their smartphones), screaming, "You have raised a brat, now deal with it!" And while I understand this kneejerk notion, there's way more to the story here. Smartphones are pretty new in the grand scheme of things, meaning we are still building the plane as we fly it. With cars, we've figured out how to make them safer, and, specifically, have a system in place for introducing them to teens. The phone, on the other hand, was and is still being sold to us with almost no safety mechanisms for ourselves, let alone our children. Parents have almost no guidance, and the data will point you every which way. Huge amounts of money is spent getting your child addicted to the phone, while the parenting books will scold you once you give in. It's a lose, lose.
[Have a parenting question? Ask Meghan here.]
Parents have no handbook now that tech companies have mostly won the battle of getting screens in front of young ones. The pressure your daughter is facing feels very real to her from both the industry, as well as her friends. Developmentally, 13-year-olds do feel like they are going to die if they don't have everything that their friends have, and smartphones top that list. It does feel like every single person has what she wants, even though that isn't factually true. You are battling two fronts: the culture of smartphones and the developmental needs of your teen.
It is clear you are struggling with holding boundaries with your daughter. This is a troubling pattern: you make a rule, she pushes, you hold firm, she throws terrible fits, you move the boundary. Rinse, repeat. That it is about a smartphone makes it difficult, for sure, but the fact that your daughter is tantruming and aggressive (pushing you!) and you still move the boundary has set a problematic precedent.
Of course, it is hard to watch our children be upset; we want to make them happy. But when our children push our well-intentioned boundaries, not only do they skip resilience, they also don't trust that your word means anything.
Has your daughter always been explosive? Has she always pushed against boundaries? Is this a new pattern and only around the phone? This matters because if you've been giving into tantrums her whole life, you have some deep-set patterns that you need to handle, stat.
I am concerned about the level of tantrums and that it has turned violent. I recommend finding a good family therapist, someone who specializes in the Ross Greene approach to problem solving, or group DBT therapy to help you communicate more effectively with your daughter. You need to better understand your daughter's big reactions, and you need to gain some skills of how to set a boundary and keep it. With your daughter entering into young womanhood, it is important to learn how to solve problems with your daughter, not just make (and break) rules.
As for the phone, you have to push pause on the negotiations. As a family, sit down, own up to moving the boundaries too often, and explain that her tantrums and explosions make it hard to want to find a solution with her. Tell her the iPhone isn't a "no," it's a "not now" and that, as a family, you need to find a better way to communicate about it. She may scream and cry and throw a fit, but prepare yourself by not responding.
You can revisit the topic when emotions are calmer, but do not allow yourself to be screamed at or physically pushed. Your daughter will have a lifetime of phones, but she needs healthy communication and boundaries, now.
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Going Out Guide
The 36 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
European embassies open their doors, downtown Bethesda turns into an art gallery, and one of the largest Jewish film festivals in North America gets underway.

(Courtesy of the European Union)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-05-07
You thought last weekend was busy? Saturday brings dozens more embassies to tour, as the European Union celebrates its culture with its annual Open House. A packed lineup of festivals includes the annual JxJ Film + Music Festival, a bonsai festival, the Arab American Cultural Festival, the Bethesda Fine Arts Festival and the 10th anniversary of Books in Bloom. The drive-in theater at Union Market returns, as does natural wine tasting on the National Mall. A plethora of anniversary parties includes H Street NE brewery Henceforth, which is turning one, and beloved Mount Pleasant theater Suns Cinema, which is marking a decade in business. It's also Mother's Day weekend, so we have ideas including flower arranging, walking tours, pet photo ops and the Mother of All Yard Sales.
JxJ: DC Jewish Film + Music Festival
A humorous and heart-wrenching family drama and a documentary about a legendary composer are among the highlights of the 2026 JxJ festival, one of the largest Jewish film festivals in North America. This year, catch movies and musical performances at the Edlavitch DC Jewish Community Center, with additional screenings at theaters including Landmark's Bethesda Row Cinema and Fairfax's Cinema Arts Theatre. Films include "Once Upon My Mother," a film set in 1960s Paris telling the story of a mother's devotion to her son who has a physical disability; "My Friend Sam," a documentary produced by singer-songwriter Regina Spektor, which tells the story of her mentor, a violinist who survived the Holocaust; and "Mahler in New York," depicting composer Gustav Mahler's experiences in America after fleeing Vienna in 1907. In between, catch live performances by a cappella singers the Maccabeats, Yiddish-meets-swing band Seth Kibel and the Kleztet, and Yiddish soul band the Klezmatics. Through May 17. Festival passes: $250 general admission, $100 for patrons younger than 30. Individual event prices vary.
Son Rompe Pera at Union Stage
The chu-chuchu-chu of cumbia is the sonic motor of life in parts of this city of Northern charm and Southern efficiency, and May offers two chances to sample the pan-Latin groove. Mexico City's Son Rompe Pera infuses cumbia with Mexican marimba and a raucous spirit and style, proclaiming in songs (and on merch), "Cumbia is the new punk." 8 p.m. $27.
'Waterman' Documentary on Duke Kahanamoku at the National Museum of American History
As part of AANHPI Heritage Month, and amid the lead up to America's 250th birthday, the Smithsonian is screening 'Waterman,' a documentary on Olympic swimmer and surfing icon Duke Paoa Kahanamoku, at the National Museum of American History. Born in Hawaii during the collapse of the Hawaiian monarchy, the film follows Kahanamoku's rise to fame through his achievements on the water, as well as the quieter legacy that earned him the title of "father of modern surfing." The screening will be followed by a conversation and audience Q&A with the film's director and producer, alongside a museum moderator. 7 to 9:30 p.m. Free, registration required.
Dauphine's Fifth Anniversary
Dauphine's has been bringing the flavors of New Orleans to downtown D.C. for five years, and the restaurant celebrates its anniversary Thursday with an all-night happy hour at both its indoor and outdoor bars. Happy hour specials include $11 cocktails -- Pimm's Cup, daiquiris and a seasonal spritz are among the options -- and $10 glasses of wine, while the snacks feature discounted favorites like fried or broiled oysters, fried boudin balls and Creole shrimp cocktail. Make sure you're there at 6 p.m. to partake of a special birthday dessert (while it lasts). 4 to 10 p.m. Free.
Art Exhibit Opening and Reception at the Art Island Gallery
A new art series rooted in Thailand's farming culture and the bold patterns of the Isan region opens this week at the Art Island. Artist Emon Surakitkoson draws on textiles often worn as sarongs in the summer to rework their colors and textures into painting and a selection of her favorite sculptures. She uses what she calls a handmade "immigrant brush" to showcase scenes of agricultural life and movement between cultures. The exhibit opens with a reception this Thursday, and will remain on display through early September. A selection of the art will also be available for purchase. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
'Mulan' at the Drive-In at Union Market
Parents, if you're trying to get out of the house without the stress of planning an entire outing, this G-rated drive-in screening may be the answer. Kids stay in the back seat instead of running around, removing the stress of keeping a constant eye on them. You can also relax without worrying about the decibel level of their unsolicited movie commentary and indulge in food purchased from the Union Market vendors. If you don't have a car, you can still sit and watch the movie in the area between the screen and the market, and there's no parking fee. 7 p.m. $25 per car; free for pedestrians.
Potomac Bonsai Festival at the National Arboretum
One of the most compact forms of gardening boasts its own festival at the U.S. National Arboretum. The Potomac Bonsai Festival connects devotees of this Japanese art form, involving growing and shaping tiny trees, with fellow bonsai fans and gardening experts. The weekend kicks off Friday with a chance to browse bonsai vendors and see an exhibit of beautiful trees from members of the Potomac Bonsai Association. Saturday and Sunday bring additional bonsai-focused programming, including workshops and docent-led tours of the arboretum's National Bonsai and Penjing Museum. Even the littlest bonsai fans can participate in the festival, thanks to a children's activity table with crafts. Through Sunday. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Adult Prom at GameOn Bar + Arcade
Local arcade chain GameOn has an appealingly retro vibe: Customers play games like "WWF Superstars," "Tapper" and "The Simpsons" to the sound of skeeballs clattering and old pop hits. If you really want to flash back to your high school days, dig your prom dress or tux out of the dustiest reaches of your closet for the annual Adult Prom, held at all four locations, including U Street NW. The best dressed might be named Prom King and Queen. Tickets are not required, but optional admission packages include a three-hour open bar of beer, wine, spiked punch, mixed drinks and Jell-O shots, as well as tokens for playing all those games. 9 p.m. to midnight. Free-$65.
Friday Night Mahjong at the Chinese American Museum
Mahjong's recent resurgence -- the kind that moved from niche circles to viral posts (thanks to influencers) and living room tables -- isn't exactly new. The game traces back to China's Qing Dynasty, long before it became a trend piece for "millennial moms," as Post reporter Maura Judkis noted in her coverage last summer. For Judkis, Saturdays were for the game, but at the Chinese American Museum, it's Friday. The museum is hosting an open-play night with a live jazz band and a theme of Hong Kong style gameplay, opening its doors to beginners and seasoned players. Food and nonalcoholic drinks will be provided, and guests can also bring their own beverages. Proceeds also support community programming through Mahjong United. Open play runs for four hours and check-in for the event begins at 6:30 p.m. 7 to 11 p.m. $19.08 to $93.28.
10th Anniversary Dance Parties at Suns Cinema
D.C.'s favorite art house theater celebrates 10 years in Mount Pleasant this month with the kind of eclectic programming that cinephiles have come to expect -- "Chan is Missing," "Son of the White Mare," "Love and Basketball" and "Sleepaway Camp" are all featured, but the party really begins this weekend with a pair of dance nights. Friday's To the Moon and Back extravaganza is heavy on the techno, house and rave vibes, thanks to DJs Jacq Jill, Barronhawk Poitier and Killr Flowr. Advance tickets are sold out, but "limited tickets" will be available at the door. On Saturday, the 10/10 Anniversary Dance Party brings Les the DJ, Martin Miguel and Pharoah Haqq spinning across the spectrum of house, funk and disco. Friday and Saturday at 9:30 p.m. $20.
Loading Dock Rock at Port City Brewing
A loading dock becomes a stage at Port City Brewing's monthly summer concert series, which turns the Alexandria brewery's parking lot into a beer garden with live music and family fun. The first installment features throwback cover band Too Much Feedback and a family-fun zone with bubbles, crafts and games sponsored by the forthcoming cafe Friends of Dorothy. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Natural Wine Tasting on the National Mall at Bar Americano
One of our favorite places to sip wine outdoors is an unassuming refreshment kiosk situated on the National Mall between the National Air and Space Museum and the National Gallery of Art. Bar Americano, run by the same folks behind Sonny's Pizza in Park View and the Catboat Pizza Bar at the Washington Sailing Marina, offers a selection of natural wines -- skin contact, fizzy reds, sparkling whites -- by the bottle and glass. It's a menu worth exploring, especially when the bar hosts its occasional wine tastings. This one features four pours, both "conventional" and nonalcoholic, from Romain des Grottes in France's Beaujolias region. 4 to 6 p.m. $13.26.
'The Princess Diaries' Craft-Along at Hook Hall
The DC Movie Club is a social club for movie fans, but apparently its members are also interested in DIY projects. The group is teaming up with home goods shop Relume for a "Princess Diaries"-themed craft-a-long outing. Bring your current project -- needlepoint, crochet, knitting -- to work on while watching Anne Hathaway's 2001 film debut. Tickets include entry, one drink and a bookmarking craft for anyone who needs something to work on. 7:30 p.m. $25.
Techno in the Park at Wangari Gardens
Black Techno Matters is bringing a different kind of techno to Wangari Gardens, the 2.7-acre park near the Old Soldiers' Home that doubles as a community garden. This set leans as much on live rhythm as it does on machines. The event features the subgroup Future Drum Circle, a project led by the collective's founder that meshes traditional drum circle elements with electronic production. A quintet of D.C.-area artists -- Diyanna Monet, Asha "BOOM" Santee, Blinkhorn Music and Truocnateb -- rounds out the night. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
1990s Throwback Party at Mr. Henry's
Throughout the year, Capitol Hill jazz stalwart Mr. Henry's is celebrating 60 years in business by throwing parties dedicated to each decade the tavern has been open. The calendar has now turned to the 1990s, and thankfully mom jeans and prewashed Nirvana T-shirts are back in style. Toss on your favorite retro outfit for a night of live music, light snacks and unlimited beer, wine and themed cocktails. 7 to 11 p.m. $32.82.
Yappy Hour at the Stacks
Happy hour, yapping and dogs included! The Buzzard Point neighborhood is hosting a furbaby-friendly social at the Stacks. Dogs, as well as their humans, are invited to mingle, whether you're looking to socialize your pup or just meet other pet owners as you all navigate parenting. A DJ will be spinning, with cocktails, mocktails and casual games like cornhole in the mix. If you can't make this one, it takes place every second Friday of the month. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free, registration requested. 
Chuwi at 9:30 Club
Like Son Rompe Pera (see Thursday listings), which has three brothers among its members, Chuwi features three siblings and a family friend. The band crossed over in a big way with "Weltita," its collaboration with Bad Bunny that appeared on his globe-conquering album "Debi Tirar Mas Fotos." Like Bad Bunny, Chuwi updates traditional Puerto Rican music for modern audiences. 8 p.m. $40.65.
'An English Garden' at the Folger Theatre
The Folger Shakespeare Library's early music ensemble in residence, Folger Consort, transports listeners to the musical equivalent of a highly-manicured, Elizabethan-era garden in this very springy concert. Expect to hear pastoral songs, courtly dances and lighthearted tunes from Shakespeare's era. Acclaimed local actress Holly Twyford is slated to intersperse readings from the likes of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and Edmund Spenser's poem "The Fairy Queen" in between the musical proceedings. Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. $20-$50.
Wolf Eyes at Rhizome DC
There is perhaps no act that approaches the extremes of noise music than Wolf Eyes. The duo, currently John Olson and Nate Young, describes its decades-long project as "psycho jazz," a shorthand that doesn't quite do justice to the soundtracks of annihilation the group has tried to capture across hundreds of releases. Advance tickets are sold out, but "limited tickets" will be available at the door. 8 p.m. $15-$25.
E.U. Open House
Hungarian dogs, Dutch master paintings, Swedish video games, Greek food and Irish dancing -- these are just a few of the things you can experience during the European Union's annual open house. Embassies and the residences of ambassadors open their doors for the day, representing 26 of 27 member states -- sorry, fans of Malta -- as well as the E.U. Delegation's Foggy Bottom headquarters and Ukraine House, the Ukrainian cultural center. As usual, France and Germany are teaming up for the day, this year at the French embassy, and Belgium is bringing its waffles and Smurfs to the E.U. HQ, instead of its own embassy. Each country highlights its culture with activities for all ages, so you can meet Moomin at the Embassy of Finland, play with Legos at the Danish embassy, or learn about Spain's contribution to the American Revolution at the country's cultural center.
Our recommendations for last week's international embassy tours still stand: Go early to avoid lines, especially for popular tourist destinations like France or Ireland; pick a neighborhood with a cluster of embassies to explore, such as Sheridan Circle or Van Ness; double check the addresses, since some countries are hosting at the ambassador's residence instead of the embassy; and bring cash, because while some embassies happily hand out snacks and tchotchkes, others might charge for a glass of wine, or have a market with traditional crafts. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Bethesda Fine Arts Festival
Downtown Bethesda becomes an open-air art gallery during the Bethesda Fine Arts Festival, which invites 120 top-notch artists from across the country to set up shop in Woodmont Triangle. Passersby can admire and purchase a variety of works, including drawings, paintings, sculpture, jewelry and clothing. Musicians take the stage all day during the festival, and if you get hungry, there are tacos, cupcakes and other snacks from participating restaurants. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Books in Bloom at Color Burst Park
Newbery Honor-winning author Jason Reynolds, a D.C. native, is among the featured guests at the annual Books in Bloom book festival, which is celebrating its 10th anniversary in Columbia this weekend. Reynolds discusses his career and his latest young adult novel, "Coach," on the festival's main stage before a book-signing session. This year's festival focuses on "the voices of local authors and teen voices," with activities for all ages, including panel discussions, a book swap, poetry readings, guided writing activities, and crafts and story times for families. (Adults can visit the wine and cocktail bars after browsing a "village" of books by local authors.) 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Adobo Day Party at Nationals Park Plaza Stage
The Washington Nationals are off to Florida this weekend, and since no one is using Nationals Park, Pedro Night is bringing the Adobo Day Party back to the center field plaza for an extended set of reggaeton, bachata, Afrobeats, dembow, go-go and whatever other sounds find their way into the mix. Bring your flags and be ready to dance. 5:30 to 10 p.m. $46-$74.
Arab American Culture Festival 2026 at the Dew Drop Inn
The Arab American Culture Festival returns for its fourth year, hauling a "bazaar in your backyard" to Eighth Street. Early-bird discounts are available for those who grab tickets before the weekend begins. Live Arabic music fills the street, alongside dabke performances by Malikat Al Dabke, the first all-women's dabke troupe in the D.C. area. Local vendors will line the festival streets with savory and sweet foods, as well as goods spanning cultures. Hosted by D.C. natives Quartonz Music and its foundation, a rare hub offering Arabic music lessons, the festival donates all ticket proceeds back into supporting the school. 2 to 9 p.m. Free for children ages 2 and under; $17.85 for ages 3 to 12; $35 for general admission.
Cheers to One Year at Henceforth
Has it really only been one year since Henceforth replaced the H Street Country Club? The brewpub has quickly become a go-to for its traditional styles, like Baltic porter, ESB and Belgian dubbels, as well as crisp lagers and hazy IPAs. Expect exclusive beers and food specials. The day-long anniversary party includes live music from pianist Ian B. Walters (4 to 7 p.m.) and music spun by DJ Tony T. The owners are taking shifts behind the bar beginning at 6 p.m., with a toast at 7. 4 p.m. Free.
Mother of All Yard Sales in Adams Morgan
The Mother of All Yard Sales bills itself as "the oldest and largest community yard sale in the DMV," with more than 160 vendors participating at more than 90 addresses. The densest concentration of participants is in Adams Morgan, in the streets between Walter Pierce and Kalorama parks, but locations stretch as far afield as Woodley Park, Mount Pleasant and Kalorama. This is definitely a day that rewards wandering. Look for sidewalk sales at Adams Morgan businesses, including Because Science and Tiny Vinyl Shop, while the French language group Alliance Francaise hosts a book sale. Sale begins at 9 a.m.; closing times vary. Organizers say most vendors shut down between 1 and 3 p.m. Free.
Mostly Mothers Tour at Congressional Cemetery
On the eve of Mother's Day, learn about mothers of all stripes buried at one of Washington's most historic cemeteries, from the "mother of the LGBT civil rights movement" to the founder of the Daughters of the American Revolution, during a 90-minute guided walking tour. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. $11.20.
Mother's Day Pet Photo Event at Eaton Hotel
It's Mother's Day weekend -- and yes, that includes all pet moms, too. At Eaton, anyone who's struggled to snap a decent selfie with their pet can trade shaky photos for a full portrait experience that captures the relationship that blossoms off-camera. The session includes styled setups and professional photography, with all "well-behaved" pets welcome, from puppies and kittens to other companions. It's a fun, low stress way to walk away with a set of photos worthy of your floating shelves or entryway table. 3 to 5 p.m. $39.14.
Spring Fest 2026 at Cobb Park
Cobb Park -- the new green space perched right above the 395 freeway in Mount Vernon Triangle -- is hosting its first major event since opening just two months ago: the neighborhood's annual spring festival. If you haven't yet met your neighbors the old-school-way (cookies in hand), this is your chance. The day brings live music on the lawn, local artists and food vendors from across D.C., plus little activities for all ages, from face painting and sidewalk chalk to family-friendly games. There's something for every kind of attendee, too: a workout class led by VIDA Fitness, flower arranging lessons and a photo booth to document proof of the day. The first 100 registrants will also receive a Mount Vernon Triangle blanket. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free, registration requested.
The Messthetics and James Brandon Lewis at the Black Cat
Earlier this year, the Messthetics and James Brandon Lewis continued their jazz-punk dialogue on "Deface the Currency," an album that kicks off with an urgent siren call on its title track, luxuriates in the groove on "30 Years of Knowing," builds to an epic rock climax on "Clutch" and culminates with a slight return to "Serpent's Tongue" -- the song on which this foursome first clicked in concert. 8 p.m. $24.40.
Mother's Day Party at Closed Caption Shop and With Love Studios
A fairly new vintage collective in Old Town is opening its doors for a Mother's Day party right on the holiday. Whether you've got a mom visiting the city, or you are the mom looking for a solo outing away from the family, Closed Caption Shop has it covered. The event kicks off with matcha and coffee from the small business, Kaphiy Coffee Roasters, alongside hand-painted cakes with flowers, fruits and more by Madeline the Baker. Each cake is uniquely designed and no one looks like another, all set inside a shop filled with vintage clothing and curated trinkets. For $25, guests can preorder a bundle (available through the shop's website before Sunday) that includes one cake, one beverage and 10% off the entire store, including the upstairs space, With Love Studios. 2 to 5 p.m. Free.
Sips and Stems at Queen's English
Forget an overcrowded, harried brunch: Spending Mother's Day sipping wine and crafting bouquets sounds much more civilized. Sips and Stems is a collaboration between local plant shop PLNTR and Columbia Heights Cantonese restaurant Queen's English. Learn to create a floral arrangement -- which you'll take home -- while restaurant co-owner and sommelier Sarah Thompson leads a tasting of four of wines from the highly regarded menu. Get tickets quickly if you're interested: The 2 p.m. class is already sold out. 5 p.m. $85.
'The Great Gatsby' at the National Theatre
F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel "The Great Gatsby" certainly lends itself to Broadway spectacle, thanks to its Jazz Age setting and flapper-era fashions. In fact, dueling versions of Jay Gatsby-based musicals premiered in New York recently. One of those productions, "The Great Gatsby," a dazzling number produced by South Korea's acclaimed musical producer Chunsoo Shin, is bringing Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan's doomed love story to stages across the country, including the National Theatre. Shin's "Gatsby" is known for its impressive staging, and on-the-nose songs based on the book, such as "My Green Light" or "New Money." Through May 24. 7:30 p.m. with additional 2 p.m. shows on Saturdays and Sundays. $67-$298.
La Hora del Vermut at Reveler's Hour
Many Americans think of vermouth as an ingredient in a martini, but in Spain, spiced "vermut" is enjoyed as an easy-sipping aperitif. Sample eight different vermouths -- both alcoholic and nonalcoholic are available -- during a Spanish-inspired vermut hour at Reveler's Hour's bar. Nosh on vegetarian and vegan snacks from Elizabeth's, which will be available to purchase a la carte. Entry at 5:30, 6:30 or 7:30 p.m. $25, includes drinks but not food.
Eurovision Song Contest viewing parties at Pitchers
The annual Eurovision Song Contest is a television spectacle like no other: A competition to see which country can produce the "best" pop song is packed with folk songs set to pounding electronic beats, soaring torch songs, and campy pop songs performed by singers and dancers wearing kitschy costumes amid elaborate staging. The winner will be crowned on May 16 -- a reminder that the Austrian Embassy is hosting the official viewing party in D.C. -- but first, there are two semifinals where 30 countries will attempt to qualify for the main event. If you don't want to watch from your couch, Pitchers is streaming both semifinals, but be warned: Broadcasts will be on tape delay, as the competition in Vienna begins at 3 p.m. Eastern time, so you'll want to avoid spoilers. 7 p.m. Free.
Handmade Pasta Alla Vodka Class at Galeria
Vodka sauce has had a long-standing hold on taste buds across generations, and got a recent social media resurgence under the name "Gigi Hadid pasta" (although -- plot twist -- it's not actually her original recipe). If you've ever wanted to make your own pasta alla vodka from scratch, this hands-on class at Galeria, hosted by CucoSocial, is the place to do it. Within your group booking, you'll roll out fresh pasta to al dente thickness using a pasta machine, guided through each and every step. At the end, once everyone's pasta is made and the room starts smelling like hints of tomato and garlic, the class sits down together to enjoy the meal they created. No experience is needed, and all ingredients and equipment are provided for both new and seasonal pasta lovers. Guests should arrive 15 minutes to check in and collect supplies. The class is vegetarian-friendly, nut, fish and shellfish free. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. $71.21.
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Video Games
How 'Crimson Desert' beat the critics and became a global hit
After launching to high sales but tepid reviews, South Korean studio Pearl Abyss has dramatically transformed "Crimson Desert" with nearly weekly updates.

South Korean studio Pearl Abyss has updated "Crimson Desert" almost weekly to dramatic effect. (Pearl Abyss)


By Gene Park | 2026-05-07
For years, South Korea's biggest game studios made money in places most American players never look, inside the PC cafe or on the mobile charts. Korean games have been huge, but they're also, in the global console conversation, mostly invisible.
That changed March 19 when Pearl Abyss released "Crimson Desert," selling more than 5 million copies since launch, 2 million in the first day and another million by day five. A month in, it's retaining more players on PC than most multiplayer games. It is easily the fastest-selling South Korean game ever.
South Korea Prime Minister Kim Min-seok posted on X to say the game had "captivated the hearts of users worldwide with a living game world created entirely from start to finish using their own technology." The game, he said, had "opened a new chapter for K-content."
A large part of the game's continued success after that first explosion of sales can be attributed to the near-unprecedented amount of updates and changes made to the game within one month. Since release, "Crimson Desert" has added massive rideable mythical creatures like wolves, bears and boars, new items, new quests, and new ways to move, control and attack. The game received a tepid critical reception at launch, but nearly all of critics' early complaints about pacing and a confusing interface have been scrubbed out. No wonder the game is retaining more players than the 2022 fantasy classic "Elden Ring" in the same period of time.
Most game studios take months if not years to make similar changes. "Starfield," published by Microsoft's Xbox, took three years to make its most recent updates. French publisher Ubisoft routinely takes months to push major updates to its Assassin's Creed games while charging a substantial fee. Pearl Abyss has achieved more than most within a month, all without charging an additional penny.
Will Powers, the studio's director of marketing and public relations, said the breakneck speed of updates was informed by the company's experience updating "Black Desert," Pearl Abyss's massively multiplayer online game (a genre staple for South Korean gamers). It has shipped a major update almost every Wednesday since 2015. "Crimson Desert" began as a follow-up. Instead, the company eyed the global console market and pivoted the game to focus on a single-player narrative adventure while bringing a "live service" feel to the adventure.
"That is not normal in the industry. That is normal here," Powers told The Washington Post in an interview.

This mythical goat was merely an enemy character when "Crimson Desert" launched in March. Within weeks, the creature became a rideable companion for players. (Pearl Abyss)


The post-launch responsiveness has looked, from the outside, like a road map being executed in real time. It mostly wasn't.
"There was no official communicated roadmap with set-in-stone dates," the development team told The Post through a written statement, with answers confirmed by co-founder and chairman Kim Dae-il. In contrast to games like "Highguard" -- a competitive shooter that promised much in advance but shut down within 45 days -- Pearl Abyss has rearranged its plans according to what players have asked for since launch.
"Everything, patch-wise, content-wise, has been iterated in real time based on feedback, based on response," Powers said. "If you bake in a road map, you're presuming. We are not baking in presumptions around what the players want," he added.
That practice traces back to "Black Desert" and its customers who never left.
"There is no 'Black Desert' if there are no players, and there is no 'Crimson Desert' without 'Black Desert,'" Powers said. "The DNA of the company is inherent in listening to players."
The audience has been spoiled. Complaints in forum threads and articles are made outdated within a week. Too little inventory space for stuff you pick up? Pearl Abyss conjured up wardrobe closets, refrigerators and new ways to reformat the game's "camp" to act as a hub for equipment. Does Kliff, the player protagonist, get too tired too quickly? Give them a few days, and the "stamina meter" is exponentially increased.
Players even discovered a hack to make Kliff zip across the skies with a special stab move in the air, which the team did not intend. Rather than removing the ability, Pearl Abyss made it a little less viable but gave it a fancy animation, letting Kliff twirl through the air gracefully.
"We're not onerous about, if an idea didn't come from us, then it can't be in the game," Powers said. "I think that's something that [other companies are] too ego-driven a lot of the time to be able to accept other people's ideas. It's almost Silicon Valley-esque. A good idea can come from anywhere."
Pearl Abyss is a sizable studio in South Korea, but it has a small footprint on the global scale. Kim told The Post in 2022 that he hoped Pearl Abyss could do for games what "Squid Game" and Bong Joon Ho's "Parasite" had done for Korean television and film. It's been an uphill battle in a games industry that's become more volatile and risky over the years.
Powers is part of a nimble five-person squad monitoring online feedback in the U.S. across social media. He said that means less red tape.

The speed of updates within the game are made all the more remarkable because it is larger than most games today, boasting hundreds of hours of content. (Pearl Abyss)


"We are an indie publisher with a triple-A quality game," Powers said. "We can actually have fun and we can do things. We're more adaptable, we are more malleable. We can pivot faster, versus the AAAs of the world that are restricted by their brand bibles."
The game took seven and a half years to make, on top of three years to create the company's internal toolkit, the BlackSpace game engine.
With this much work, is the studio being overworked? South Korea is famous for its brutal work culture. Powers said work hours are normal because the studio is designed for making massive changes in short bursts. If anything, he said, the studio has been preparing itself for a decade to put on what's essentially a performance that responds to its audience, like a live improv show.
"We needed to 'yes and' ourselves," he said.
The creative engine driving all this, Powers said, is co-founder Kim, who serves as the game's executive producer and director (and rarely gives interviews).
"He's very much not the business person. He's the creative mind behind all the ideas," he said. "He still is incredibly integrated and active in developing the creative and tech behind it. He works in the weeds every day to make things happen."
It was Kim, Powers said, who insisted that the game's Korean cultural undertones be made overt, including its taekwondo-inspired martial arts moves, costuming, food and architecture, all fused into a bright Western fantasy frame.
South Korea's entertainment industry has spent decades building up its soft power as a global cultural force. With "Crimson Desert," Pearl Abyss has earned a seat at the table in the games industry as a major player worth watching. For now, players can expect more free updates and expansions as the company slowly shifts toward creating new content and adventures.
"This is just us doing what we do," Powers said.
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Theater
In tough year for musicals, 'The Lost Boys' and 'Schmigadoon!' save the day
"Joe Turner's Come and Gone" and "The Balusters" also send out the Broadway season with a bang.

"The Lost Boys" takes flight on Broadway. (Matthew Murphy)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-05-07
NEW YORK -- There's no shortage of stakes when it comes to "The Lost Boys" and the vampiric musical's high-flying Broadway aspirations.
Capitalized for a reported $25 million, the stage adaptation of Joel Schumacher's 1987 cult classic film -- about a family that discovers its California beach town is infested with moody creatures of the night -- cost its investors a pretty penny. The show's first-time writers are pinning their theater reputations on its fate. And a 2025-26 Broadway season thin on fresh musicals sure could use a must-see event.
Lo and behold, "The Lost Boys" meets the moment. From its pitch-perfect prologue to its enigmatic epilogue, this maximalist blockbuster mesmerizes at every turn. A packed-to-the-gills plot, courtesy of librettists David Hornsby and Chris Hoch, makes for a full meal without feeling overstuffed (if just barely). The toe-tapping, head-banging score from the Rescues layers 1980s pastiche into an appealing indie rock aesthetic.
Then there's the technical wizardry overseen by director Michael Arden. Dane Laffrey's staggering set -- a three-tiered ironworks factory turned vampire lair -- transforms as elements rise from the stage, fall from the rafters and slide in from the wings. The lighting, designed by Arden and Jen Schriever, crafts both atmospheric tableaux and stagecraft-masking shadows. As for said stagecraft? Let me describe the best coup de theatre on Broadway since those "Outsiders" teens first rumbled two years ago.
The moment arrives late in the first act, when Michael Emerson -- our forlorn protagonist, played by LJ Benet -- falls in with a crew of teen vampires and sips from their blood-soaked chalice (classic mistake). When the vamps take their recruit to a railway bridge and plunge into the fog below, Michael at last follows suit. Yet he doesn't fall -- he floats. As Benet belts "Belong to Someone," a propulsive plea for acceptance, he drifts in a state of (literally suspended) disbelief. The image entrances. The sound soothes. The performance moves. It's the kind of visceral thrill only musical theater can deliver.

LJ Benet, left, and Ali Louis Bourzgui star in "The Lost Boys." (Matthew Murphy)


Not that "The Lost Boys" is all spectacle. By focusing on the Emerson clan -- older brother Michael, younger brother Sam (an endearing Benjamin Pajak) and divorced mom Lucy (Shoshana Bean, ever the powerhouse) -- Hornsby and Hoch get their fangs out for Reaganite family values. And the characterizations improve upon the movie across the board. Exhibit A: David, the vampire ringleader played by Kiefer Sutherland on-screen, was always a mesmerizing menace. But the musical shrewdly reimagines the character as a goth rocker by way of Billy Idol, and Ali Louis Bourzgui's seductive performance takes flight before David actually starts soaring.
Considering that "The Lost Boys" arrived on Broadway without an out-of-town tryout, some flaws are to be expected. Yes, a song or two could be trimmed. Your mileage may vary on a second act that blends bloodsucking frights with tongue-in-cheek irreverence. Michael's conflicted love interest (Maria Wirries) could have used more backstory. Yet the breathtaking scope drowns out such concerns.
"Turning a movie into a musical reeks of desperation," cracks the inscrutable video store proprietor (Paul Alexander Nolan) who romances Bean's Lucy. Maybe so. But desperation can also lead to the most exhilarating drama. So follow these vamps into the mist and sink your teeth into the best new musical of the season.
The Lost Boys Ongoing at the Palace Theatre in New York. About 2 hours 30 minutes. lostboysmusical.com.
Here's a roundup of four more productions now on Broadway:

Sara Chase and Max Clayton in "Schmigadoon!" (Matthew Murphy)


If "The Lost Boys" pushes the musical form forward with its rockin' score and high-wire ambition, then "Schmigadoon!" is the best kind of throwback. Featuring a book, music and lyrics by Cinco Paul, who adapted the first season of the Apple TV series he co-created, this loving send-up (and gentle skewering) of Golden Age musicals keeps the belly laughs and earworms rolling. It's easy to see why these two shows each landed a season-best 12 Tony nominations Tuesday.
Alex Brightman and Sara Chase play the realist Josh and the romantic Melissa, two New York doctors who embark on a backpacking trip in the Catskills as a last-gasp attempt at saving their relationship. When the couple stumble upon a wholesome River City-esque town, they soon realize they have wandered into a musical fantasyland they can't escape until they have found true love. The kicker: He hates musicals, and she loves 'em.
The humor -- filled with laugh-out-lout quips, sly innuendo and myriad musical deep cuts -- is perfectly calibrated for this cast of comic ringers. Ana Gasteyer's stern moralist, Max Clayton's beguiling carnival barker and Isabelle McCalla's spunky schoolmarm all seize the show at times. That said, it's McKenzie Kurtz's Betsy -- a lustful waitress with a squeaky affectation and a vibrato-coated giggle -- who makes the most of Paul's gags.
Directed and choreographed by Christopher Gattelli, "Schmigadoon!" doesn't skimp on the song-and-dance set pieces while speeding (perhaps a little too fast) through six episodes of story. Although the show isn't demonstrably different from its world premiere, staged last year at the Kennedy Center, I reveled in Paul's world even more this time around. Spending time with new interpretations of these characters allowed the work to better stand alone and not just read like an enjoyable imitation of its on-screen predecessor.
That's the magic trick Paul has always pulled off: As much as "Schmigadoon!" pays tribute to what came before, there's still nothing quite like it.
Schmigadoon! Through Jan. 3 at the Nederlander Theatre. About 2 hours 30 minutes. schmigadoonbroadway.com.

Cedric the Entertainer and Taraji P. Henson in "Joe Turner's Come and Gone." (Julieta Cervantes)


As the 1910s installment in August Wilson's Century Cycle -- a 10-play opus that explores each decade of the 20th-century Black American experience -- "Joe Turner's Come and Gone" lingers in slavery's shadow. Fundamental questions of identity and humanity endure as the denizens of a Pittsburgh boardinghouse seek purpose at the onset of the Great Migration. Magical realism also looms large for characters wrestling with the demons of an all-too-recent past.
Returning to the Barrymore Theatre, where the play made its Broadway debut in 1988, "Joe Turner's Come and Gone" still lands like a bruising gut punch in director Debbie Allen's revival. It speaks to the allure of Wilson's lyrical language that the above-the-title stars -- Cedric the Entertainer and Taraji P. Henson, ably playing the couple running the home -- are merely passengers on a vehicle their co-stars take turns driving.
There's a reason, after all, that Ruben Santiago-Hudson is celebrated as our foremost Wilson interpreter: His boarder, Bynum, is the picture of enigmatic spirituality. But it's Joshua Boone's haunting performance as Herald Loomis -- a vagabond on the lookout for his missing wife -- that most commands David Gallo's sprawling set.
Joe Turner's Come and Gone Through July 26 at the Barrymore Theatre. About 2 hours 30 minutes. joeturnerbway.com.

"The Balusters" features, clockwise from top left, Ricardo Chavira, Carl Clemons-Hopkins, Richard Thomas, Marylouise Burke, Jeena Yi, Kayli Carter and Anika Noni Rose. (Jeremy Daniel)


"The Balusters," the razor-sharp satire by David Lindsay-Abaire, starts with the farcical decorum of "The Minutes." The playwright throws in some "Eureka Day"-esque microaggressions, for good measure. Trenchant observations on contemporary gatekeeping give the play its own flavor. And Lindsay-Abaire keeps it all spinning with one delicious twist after another. The result is the funniest new play on Broadway this season.
Anika Noni Rose plays Kyra, a newcomer to the neighborhood association in a town with historic charm, gossiping residents and (seemingly) minor fires to put out: porch pirates, speeding drivers, etc. But those quandaries merely set up the clash of diverse personalities that Lindsay-Abaire has expertly arranged, from an entertaining fossil (a wonderful Marylouise Burke) and an anti-woke contractor (Ricardo Chavira) to a hypersensitive PETA employee (Kayli Carter) and a gay travel writer (Carl Clemons-Hopkins).
Ruling it all -- not with an iron first but a quaint wooden gavel -- is Richard Thomas's Elliot, the longtime board president. Director Kenny Leon gets a superb performance out of the "Waltons" alum, who plays Elliot with such folksy ease that his unrelenting rigidity almost goes unnoticed -- for a while, at least. But once that gavel drops? Buckle up and get ready for the ride.
The Balusters Through June 7 at the Samuel J. Friedman Theatre. About 1 hour 40 minutes. manhattantheatreclub.com.

Kelli Barrett, left, and Jessica Vosk in "Beaches." (Marc J. Franklin)


And ... then there's "Beaches." Iris Rainer Dart teamed up with Mike Stoller and the late Thom Thomas to pen this musical adaptation of Dart's 1985 novel, which inspired the tearjerker 1988 film. Twelve years after premiering at Signature Theatre in Arlington, "Beaches, a New Musical" is making a Broadway pit stop before embarking on a national tour.
Jessica Vosk proves a worthy successor to the Bette Midler mantle as Cee Cee Bloom, the brassy diva who befriends a bashful bookworm (Kelli Barrett). But little else about this decades-spanning tale of female friendship works. Who thought this melange of flat characters, forgettable songs, disorienting pacing and cheap design could cut it on Broadway? Alas, "Beaches" brings only waves of disappointment.
Beaches Through Sept. 6 at the Majestic Theatre. About 2 hours 30 minutes. beachesthemusical.com.
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Going Out Guide
Where to watch outdoor movies in the D.C. area this summer
May marks the beginning of outdoor movie season in D.C., with a variety of choices, whether you're planning an after-work meetup, a date night or a family outing.

( Sam Kittner/NoMa BID)


By Jade Tran | 2026-05-06
A warm evening. A picnic under the stars. And most important, a huge movie screen.
Yes, it's that time of year: May marks the beginning of outdoor movie season in D.C., with a variety of choices -- from Disney favorites to recent releases to Oscar reruns.
Whether you're planning an after-work meetup, a date night or a family outing, we've broken down the options based on the vibe and what type of night you're looking for. We'll update this list as the season progresses, but for now, get an early start on enjoying the movies you missed or haven't seen in ages.
Note: Outdoor events may be postponed or canceled in case of inclement weather. Check websites or social media for updates.

Movies on the Potomac at National Harbor offers moviegoers a great view of the river. (National Harbor)


Movies on the Potomac
When: Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m., through Sept. 27.
Where: National Harbor Plaza, 165 Waterfront St., National Harbor. nationalharbor.com.
Movies: "Hamnet" (May 7), "Jurassic World Rebirth" (May 14), "Wicked: For Good" (May 21), "F1" (May 28).
Why go: If you're trying to plan a date that feels intentional, and not just two hours sitting through a movie, this setup does most of the work. Thursdays are designated "Date Night," which tends to weed out a younger crowd, and the lineup leans toward recent Oscar-nominated films. The real advantage is that the movie is just part of the night. You can grab dinner around the plaza at Succotash or Bombay's Street Food, walk off the calories around the waterfront, and then settle in at your BYO-foldable-chair-picnic for a view of the sunset behind the Capital Wheel and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.
Getting there: There's no direct Metro stop by the harbor, so build in time for a transfer. Take the Green Line to Southern Avenue or King Street and then catch either the P90 bus from Alexandria or the P94 from Suitland to the harbor. If you're down for more adventurous travel, you can take the water taxi from Old Town Alexandria -- or start from the Wharf to extend the evening's activities.
Sunset Cinema
When: Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., through Sept. 2.
Where: Transit Pier at the Wharf, 970 Wharf St. SW. wharfdc.com.
Movies: "Everything Everywhere All at Once" (May 27).
Why go: Anything featuring water and a sunset is an instant yes on the romantic checklist. But if you want a shorter date (or maybe it's your first), you can bail early without it feeling awkward since there's no fixed seating, and people will likely be coming and going. Or pivot away from the movie and head to one of the Wharf's restaurants or bars.
Getting there: Two Metro stops, Waterfront and L'Enfant Plaza, are just a short stroll from the Wharf. If you want your date night to start earlier, the water taxi from Old Town Alexandria drops you off right at the dock. The water taxi doesn't run late after screenings, so plan your return accordingly. There are also nearby parking garages and ride-sharing drop-off spots along the waterfront.

Leashed dogs are allowed at NoMa BID's outdoor movie series, CiNoMatic at Alethia Tanner Park. (Sam Kittner/NoMa BID)


CiNoMatic in NoMa
When: Wednesdays at sunset, through June 17. Start times vary, so check the schedule.
Where: Alethia Tanner Park, 227 Harry Thomas Way NE. nomabid.com.
Movies: "Jurassic Park" (May 13), "The Goonies" (May 20), "National Treasure" (May 27).
Why go: In a fairly new park surrounded by murals and named after a formerly enslaved activist, this 2.5-acre open space is an easy place to meet friends after work. Just pack a blanket in your work bag and stop by one of the local food trucks for dinner. Even if your companions are coming from different locations or running late, it's easy to meet by the NoMa-Gallaudet U Metro station or on the lawn without a strict schedule.
Getting there: Take the Red Line to the NoMa-Gallaudet U station, which is about a five-to-10-minute walk to the park along Harry Thomas Way. If you're already in NoMa, it's an easy walk over after work, and dogs are welcome on a leash.

Guests at Movie Nights in Adams Morgan. (Adams Morgan Partnership BID)


Movie Nights in Adams Morgan
When: Thursdays 20 to 30 minutes after sunset, through June 25.
Where: Soccer field at the Marie Reed Recreation Center, 2200 Champlain St. NW. adamsmorgan.com.
Movies: "Rocky" (May 21) and "East Side Sushi" (May 28).
Why go: These screenings take place amid the hustle and bustle of Adams Morgan nightlife, with nearby restaurants often offering takeout specials if you're feeling hungry and want a movie backdrop for an after-work hangout. Plus, you're already on 18th Street, so if your group is in a going-out mood, let the movie lead you into a night out and head to the Tiki cocktail bar for a Bombay sapphire.
Getting there: From downtown, take the Green or Yellow Line to U Street/African American Civil War Memorial/Cardozo and walk about 10 to 15 minutes, or for a slightly shorter walk, get off at Columbia Heights. Either way, prepare your mind and soles for a hill, and expect to encounter an already hopping Thursday night in Adams Morgan before you've even made it to the movie.
The Drive-In at Union Market
When: One Friday a month from 7 to 11 p.m., through Oct. 9.
Where: Union Market in NoMa, 1309 Fifth St. NE. $25 per car; free for pedestrians. unionmarketdc.com.
Movies: "Mulan" (May 8).
Why go: Parents, if you're trying to get out of the house for the weekend without the stress of planning an entire outing, this G-rated drive-in screening may be the answer. Kids stay in the back seat instead of running around, removing the stress of keeping a constant eye on them. You can also relax without worrying about the decibel level of their unsolicited movie commentary and indulge in food purchased from the Union Market vendors. If you don't have a car, you can still sit and watch the movie in the area between the screen and the market, and there's no $25 fee.
Getting there: Located in NoMa, Union Market is easy to get to by car (especially for the full drive-in experience) or ride-sharing service, and you can park on-site as long as the 170 parking spaces aren't sold out. If you're taking the Metro, NoMa-Gallaudet U is about a 10-minute walk.
Movies on the Potomac, family style
When: Sundays from 6 to 8 p.m., through Sept. 27.
Where: National Harbor Plaza, 165 Waterfront St., National Harbor. nationalharbor.com.
Movies: "Smurfs" (May 10), "Minecraft Movie" (May 17), "Goat" (May 24), "Zootopia 2" (May 31)
Why go: Sunday movies at National Harbor are for the whole family, and even before the movie starts, there's plenty to keep antsy kids occupied, including the 180-foot, 42-car Ferris wheel. And the movie's earlier start time will help keep bedtimes on schedule.
Getting there: There's no direct Metro stop by the harbor, so build in time for a transfer. Take the Green Line to Southern Avenue or King Street and then catch the P90 Metrobus straight to the harbor. If you're down for more adventurous travel, you can take the water taxi from Old Town Alexandria.
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