
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, May 14, 2026

      

      
        
          	
            Articles
          
          	50
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Articles

      
        China's Xi warns Trump that differences over Taiwan could lead to conflict
      

      
        Tensions flare up over Strait of Hormuz as ship is reported seized and heading toward Iran
      

      
        Gunfire breaks out in Philippine Senate where authorities tried to arrest a senator
      

      
        Prosecutors to retry Alex Murdaugh in deaths of wife and son after high court overturned convictions
      

      
        Man known for racially derogatory livestreams arrested after Tennessee shooting
      

      
        Doctor on ship who helped care for passengers with hantavirus leaves medical isolation unit
      

      
        Republican resistance to Iran war grows in the Senate as Murkowski flips
      

      
        Senate confirms Trump pick Warsh as chairman of the Federal Reserve, following Powell
      

      
        Florida attorney general issues investigative subpoena to the NFL over the Rooney Rule
      

      
        FIFA announces Super Bowl-style World Cup final halftime show featuring Madonna, Shakira and BTS
      

      
        Yankees lefty Max Fried pulled from his start at Baltimore after only 3 innings with a sore elbow
      

      
        Corleone crime family returns in a new 'Godfather' novel for 2027 release by Random House
      

      
        'The Fast and the Furious' and Vin Diesel roll into Cannes for 25th anniversary
      

      
        Can 'Off Campus' capture the hockey romance audience after 'Heated Rivalry'?
      

      
        US and China seek to repair damage from tariff war that sent trade into a freefall
      

      
        Producer prices shot up 6%, adding pressure on companies to hike prices for struggling customers
      

      
        Allegiant Air and Sun Country complete merger, creating larger budget airline for travelers
      

      
        Ancient teeth hint at canoodling between early human relatives
      

      
        NASA's Psyche spacecraft buzzing Mars on its way to a rare metal asteroid
      

      
        Surgen nuevas pistas del homo erectus a partir del estudio de dientes fosilizados
      

      
        Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals
      

      
        Nipper, stay! The future of a beloved dog statue on a New York warehouse is up in the air
      

      
        1 million bees make for bumper-to-buzzer traffic on a Tennessee highway ramp
      

      
        Hot dogs and steaks and bacon, oh my! Meat raffles keep a beloved Midwest tradition alive
      

      
        How 2 men claimed an absurd record by driving an old 3-wheel car the length of Africa
      

      
        Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrates her 69th birthday at Berlin Zoo
      

      
        PCOS is now called PMOS. What the name change means for care
      

      
        One Tech Tip: Why digital devices and online accounts need spring cleaning
      

      
        Adults relive the musical camaraderie of their youth at band camps reprised for grown-ups
      

      
        A photo captures President Trump and first lady awaiting British royals from rare White House angle
      

      
        A photo captures black spots on clothespins that reveal the environmental toll of conflict in Tehran
      

      
        Disease outbreak cuts Wyoming, Yellowstone wolf numbers to lowest level since reintroduction era
      

      
        Bald eagle hatchlings spotted in a Chicago park may be the city's first for more than a century
      

      
        Price shocks from the Iran war power solar sales in energy-hungry Asia
      

      
        Officials say $1.3 billion in Medicaid money to California will be deferred over suspicions of fraud
      

      
        Pediatrics group issues new guidance on recess for the first time in 13 years
      

      
        Trump administration widens Medicaid fraud crackdown to Florida, calling it a 'hotspot'
      

      
        By changing women's lives, the pill changed the nation
      

      
        US overdose deaths fell again in 2025, but some worry about policy and drug supply changes
      

      
        The barista is human but an AI agent runs this experimental Swedish cafe
      

      
        South Korea's ambitions for AI robots start with workers folding napkins
      

      
        How to start the new year with a clean inbox
      

      
        Microgardening means getting a surprisingly big harvest from a windowsill or balcony garden
      

      
        Americans love their iPhones (though sometimes they wish they could live without them)
      

      
        Vatican issues final warning to breakaway traditionalist group attached to the old Latin Mass
      

      
        Elaborately decorated skeletons in Catholic churches across Bavaria take some visitors by surprise
      

      
        Underwater memorial to wrecked slave ship draws pilgrims seeking to connect with their roots
      

      
        Autoridades de inmigracion de EEUU detienen a exalcalde de localidad de Kansas que voto ilegalmente
      

      
        Ejercito de EEUU dice que intercepto ataque irani contra buques de la Armada en el estrecho de Ormuz
      

      
        Trump llega a Beijing para conversaciones con Xi sobre Iran, comercio y ventas de armas a Taiwan
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    China's Xi warns Trump that differences over Taiwan could lead to conflict
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            Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump started a crucial series of meetings in Beijing on Thursday in a U.S.-China summit where stability in the relationship is the main goal of the two days of discussions.
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping hosts a welcoming ceremony for visiting US President Donald Trump ahead of a bilateral meeting.
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping hosts a welcoming ceremony for visiting U.S. President Donald Trump ahead of a bilateral meeting.
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            Presidents Xi Jinping and Donald Trump met on Thursday in Beijing for a U.S.-China summit where few breakthroughs are expected on divisive issues ranging from the Iran war, trade, technology and Taiwan.
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            U.S. President Donald Trump arrived at the Temple of Heaven with Chinese President Xi Jinping after the pair discussed trade, Taiwan and other differences in the U.S.-China relationship.
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            President Donald Trump has called Chinese President Xi Jinping a friend, but his warm words were in stark contrast to Xi, who opened a bilateral meeting by cautioning about potential conflict between the U.S. and China. (AP Video by Olivia Zhang)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and U.S. President Donald Trump meet at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, May 14, 2026. (Kenny Holston/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and U.S. President Donald Trump meet at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, May 14, 2026. (Kenny Holston/Pool Photo via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: China's President Xi Jinping arrives to welcome President Donald Trump at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            China's President Xi Jinping arrives to welcome President Donald Trump at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, left, stands with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Temple of Heaven on Thursday May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: President Donald Trump participates in a welcome ceremony with China's President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: President Donald Trump listens as he meets with China's President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            President Donald Trump listens as he meets with China's President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China's Xi Jinping warned President Donald Trump on Thursday that their two countries could clash over Taiwan if the issue is not handled properly, an unusually harsh admonition that stood in contrast to the American leader's praise for his counterpart.
The exchange at a highly anticipated summit in Beijing underscored just how far apart Trump and Xi still are on thorny issues, including the war in Iran, trade disputes and Washington's relations with Taiwan, which is self-ruled but which China claims as part of its territory.
It also suggested that Trump's three-day visit to China is likely to be longer on pageantry and symbolism than substantive political or economic breakthroughs.
The pair met for about two hours behind closed doors at the Great Hall of the People after an elaborate welcome ceremony featuring booming cannons, a band playing "The Star-Spangled Banner" and China's national anthem, and hundreds of schoolchildren jumping and waving flowers and American and Chinese flags.

    
According to a post on X by Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning, Xi told Trump that "the Taiwan question is the most important issue in China-U.S. relations." 



    
        




    




"If it is handled properly, the bilateral relationship will enjoy overall stability. Otherwise, the two countries will have clashes and even conflicts, putting the entire relationship in great jeopardy," she wrote.

    
        
    
That comment followed a brief public exchange before the meeting began in which Trump told Xi: "You're a great leader. Sometimes people don't like me saying it, but I say it anyway, because it's true."
"It's an honor to be your friend," Trump said before promising that the U.S.-China relationship "is going to be better than ever before."
Xi was far more stark in his opening remarks, expressing hope that the U.S. and China could avoid conflict and asking "whether the two countries can transcend the 'Thucydides Trap' and forge a new model for relations between major powers."

    
That's a term, popular in foreign policy studies, referring to the idea that when a rising power threatens to displace an established one, the result is often war. Xi has used the term for years, but using it as Trump offered optimism was noteworthy and foreshadowed his closed-door comments on Taiwan.
Xi nonetheless struck a more conciliatory tone when describing the overall relationship. "Cooperation benefits both sides, while confrontation harms both," he said. "The two countries should be partners rather than rivals."
Secretary of State Marco Rubio later said U.S. policy toward Taiwan was "unchanged" but warned that it would be "a terrible mistake" for China to take Taiwan by force.
In an interview with NBC News, Rubio sidestepped Xi's warning about a potential clash with the U.S. and said that China always raises the issue of Taiwan in talks.
"They always raise it on their side. We always make clear our position, and we move on to the other topics," Rubio said while traveling with the president.

    
Both emphasized the importance of China-US relations
After their meeting, Xi took Trump on a tour of the Temple of Heaven, then hosted a state banquet for him. The Chinese leader used his evening toast to note that he and Trump had kept U.S.-China relations "generally stable" in a turbulent world.
"Achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and making America great again can go hand in hand," Xi said, referring to Trump's political movement. "We can help each other succeed and advance the well-being of the whole world."
In his toast, Trump said his visit had been "a great honor" punctuated by a "fantastic" day. He said matters "all good for the United States and China" were discussed.
Trump also said Xi would make a reciprocal visit to the White House on Sept. 24 -- a date not previously announced.
The positive tone was reflected in the White House assessment of the earlier meetings, which said both leaders had touched on ways to enhance economic cooperation, including expanding market access for American businesses in China and increasing Chinese investment into U.S. industries. 

    
The White House readout did not mention Taiwan directly, but, in relation to Iran, said both sides had agreed that the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial waterway for oil and natural gas, must remain open. The strait's closure has stranded tankers and caused energy prices to spike, threatening global economic growth. 
The war is dominating Trump's domestic agenda and stoking fears about the prospect of a weakening U.S. economy as November's midterm elections -- when Republicans hope to maintain control of Congress -- approach.
China is the largest purchaser of Iranian oil, and Rubio said in an interview with Fox News that Trump would make the case for Beijing to exert its influence on Iran, noting that administration officials would underscore that "economies are melting down because of this crisis," which means consumers are "buying less Chinese product."

    
It's not clear if Trump persuaded Xi to wield his influence. The White House instead said Xi opposed any implementation of tolls on vessels crossing the strait -- as Iran has proposed -- and expressed interest in China potentially purchasing more U.S. oil to reduce Chinese dependence on Gulf oil in the future.
Taiwan issues remain contentious
Xi's warning about Taiwan reflects China's displeasure with a U.S. plan to sell weapons to the island. The Trump administration has approved an $11 billion arms package for Taiwan, but has yet to begin fulfilling it. 
The U.S. has a longstanding commitment to help the island defend itself if attacked, but Trump has shown greater ambivalence toward Taiwan, fueling speculation about whether the president could be persuaded to dial back American support.
Taiwan said after the Xi-Trump meeting that it was grateful for Washington's "long-term support." 
"The government views all actions that contribute to regional stability and the management of potential risks from authoritarian expansion positively," Michelle Lee, a spokesperson for Taiwan's premier, told reporters. She added that the U.S. "has also repeatedly reiterated its firm and clear position of support for Taiwan." 
US still hopes to secure trade wins
The White House has insisted that Trump would not be making the trip without an eye toward securing concrete results, suggesting there could be coming announcements on trade.
That might include a Chinese commitment to buy U.S. soybeans, beef and aircraft. Trump administration officials also want to work toward establishing a Board of Trade with China to address commercial differences between the countries.
Trump and Xi discussed trade on Thursday, with Xi saying that China's door of opportunity will open wider. Xi also met with a collection of U.S. business leaders who accompanied Trump. 
George Chen, a partner at The Asia Group consultancy, said Xi has made his red line "crystal clear" on Taiwan. But Chen said Xi also signaled a welcoming tone on the economic front and a desire to assure the U.S. business community that China is a place where profits can flow. 
The U.S. and China reached a trade truce last year that calmed each side's threats to impose steep tariffs on the other. The White House says there have been ongoing discussions and mutual interest in extending the agreement.
The leaders also discussed further stemming the flow of fentanyl precursor chemicals into the United States and increasing Chinese purchases of U.S. agricultural products, according to the White House.
___

Associated Press writers Seung Min Kim and Darlene Superville in Washington, Simina Mistreanu in Bangkok and Kanis Leung in Hong Kong contributed to this report.
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    Tensions flare up over Strait of Hormuz as ship is reported seized and heading toward Iran




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two men sit in a small boat on the water as a mix of bulk carriers, cargo ships, and service vessels line the horizon in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Monday, April 27, 2026.(Razieh Poudat/ISNA via AP)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A ship anchored off the United Arab Emirates was seized and taken toward Iran and another was attacked and sank, authorities said Thursday, in a renewed escalation on shipping near the Strait of Hormuz. 
There were no immediate claims of responsibility, but the incidents came as a senior Iranian official reiterated his country's claim to the waterway and another said it had a right to seize oil tankers connected to the U.S. 
The ship was seized off the east coast of the UAE and is heading toward Iranian waters, the British military said Thursday.
The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said it received reports that the vessel was taken by unauthorized personnel while anchored 38 nautical miles (70 kilometers, 44 miles) northeast of the UAE port of Fujairah, near the Strait of Hormuz. 
Indian authorities also announced Thursday that an Indian-flagged cargo ship sank off the coast of Oman after an attack sparked a fire aboard the vessel while it was en route from Somalia to Sharjah, another UAE port, on Wednesday, without identifying who attacked the ship.

    
Seizures and attacks in Hormuz ongoing
The situation in the Strait of Hormuz, a critical waterway through which a fifth of the world's oil used to pass through on a typical day, continues to capture the world's attention as Iran's grip has jolted the world economy and caused a spike in fuel prices that has rippled through other sectors with effects far beyond the Middle East.
UKMTO did not name the ship seized Thursday and said it is investigating. There were no immediate claims of responsibility for the seizure. 
Fujairah is an important oil export terminal and the UAE's main port outside of the Persian Gulf. It has been repeatedly attacked during the war with Iran. 
The attack on the Indian-flagged cargo ship Haji Ali occurred Wednesday, according to Mukesh Mangal, a senior official in India's shipping ministry. He said all 14 Indian crew members were rescued by Oman's coast guard and were safe.
India's foreign ministry called the incident "unacceptable" and condemned continued attacks on commercial shipping and civilian mariners. The ministry did not identify who carried out the attack.



    
        




    




Seizures come at tense diplomatic moment
The seizure comes as U.S. President Donald Trump met with Chinese leader Xi Jinping on a much-anticipated visit to Beijing. 
The White House said both sides had agreed that the Strait of Hormuz must remain open. 
Iranian semiofficial news agencies reported that Chinese ships began passing through the strait Wednesday night under new Iranian protocols. According to the reports, Tehran agreed to facilitate the passage of several Chinese vessels after requests from China's foreign minister and Beijing's ambassador to Iran. The ships began their passage as Trump arrived in China. 

    
        
    
The seizures also happened hours after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced he had quietly visited the UAE during the Israeli-U.S. war with Iran, though the UAE swiftly denied that any secret visit had occurred.

    
The Gulf nation normalized relations with Israel in 2020. Iran has criticized that agreement and has repeatedly suggested over the years that Israel maintained a military and intelligence presence in the UAE. 

    
Israeli leaders have made occasional visits to the UAE in recent years after normalizing relations.
Netanyahu's decision to go public with the sensitive meeting was likely an effort to drum up local support for his flagging party ahead of Israeli elections, said Yoel Guzansky, a senior researcher at the Institute of National Security Studies, a defense think tank in Tel Aviv.
"It's amazing, it's the deepest cooperation we've ever had ... that during a war, Israel is defending an Arab state against Iran. It shows how complicated the Middle East is," he said.
The UAE is trying to highlight its cooperation with Israel but not with Netanyahu and his government, Guzansky said, because many in the UAE are against Israel's policies in Gaza. 
"They're trying to differentiate between security cooperation and cooperating with this government," said Guzansky, who previously worked for the national security council within the Israeli prime minister's office.

    
Iran sets demands for new talks
Iran said it will not enter more talks with the United States unless Washington meets five conditions, including paying reparations for the war and accepting Iran's sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz, Iran's semiofficial Fars news agency reported, citing an informed source.
The White House is again unlikely to accept those demands, especially formalizing Iran's control over the waterway, which was open to international traffic before the war.
Iran's senior vice president, Mohammadreza Aref, said Thursday that the strait belongs to Iran and that Tehran would not give it up "at any price," state TV reported. "It has always been our property," Aref said.

    
Iran defends right to seize ships
Iran's judiciary spokesperson told the state-owned Iran Daily newspaper on Thursday Iran has the legal and judicial right to seize oil tankers connected to the U.S. in the strait because the U.S. has violated international maritime laws and committed piracy. The spokesperson, Asghar Jahangir, did not explicitly refer to the tanker seized on Thursday. 

Iran seized a number of ships, including a tanker identified as the Ocean Koi, last week, saying it was attempting to disrupt oil exports and Iranian interests, according to the official IRNA news agency. It said the tanker was seized in the Gulf of Oman and was carrying Iranian oil when it was boarded and taken to Iran's southern coast.
The U.S. sanctioned the Ocean Koi in February as part of a "shadow fleet" that has been transporting Iranian oil.

    
        
    
__
Lidman reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. Natalie Melzer in Nahariya, Israel, and Sheikh Saaliq in New Delhi contributed to this report. 
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    Gunfire breaks out in Philippine Senate where authorities tried to arrest a senator
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            A burst of gunfire rang out Wednesday night in the Philippine Senate, where authorities have tried to arrest a senator who is wanted by the International Criminal Court for a charge of crime against humanity, an Associated Press journalist and other witnesses said.
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            A burst of gunfire rang out Wednesday night in the Philippine Senate, where authorities have tried to arrest a senator, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court for a charge of crime against humanity, an Associated Press journalist and other witnesses said. It wasn't immediately clear what set off the gunfire or if there were injuries in the Senate, where Sen. Ronald dela Rosa has stayed in protective custody by allied senators as Philippine authorities tried to arrest him and possibly turn him over later to the ICC.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Senate security run after gunfire was heard along a hallway at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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            Senate security run after gunfire was heard along a hallway at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Philippine troopers secure an area after gunfire was heard at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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            Philippine troopers secure an area after gunfire was heard at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Philippine Senator Ronald dela Rosa gestures to reporters at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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            Philippine Senator Ronald dela Rosa gestures to reporters at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police clear the area of the media as gunshots were heard at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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            Police clear the area of the media as gunshots were heard at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Senate security clear the area of media as gunshots were fired at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)]
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            Senate security clear the area of media as gunshots were fired at the Philippine Senate in Pasay, Philippines on Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- A burst of gunfire rang out late Wednesday in the Philippine Senate, sparking chaos in the building where authorities had tried to arrest a senator wanted by the International Criminal Court in connection with a deadly government crackdown on drugs. 

    
        
    
No one was hurt, officials said. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. asked the public to stay calm in televised remarks.
It was not immediately clear who fired the shots or why. The gunfire erupted as Philippine authorities tried to arrest Sen. Ronald dela Rosa, a former national police chief who enforced former President Rodrigo Duterte's anti-drug efforts in which thousands of mostly petty suspects were killed from 2016 to 2018.
Allied senators took dela Rosa into "protective custody" on Monday, when he reappeared after months of absence.
Several senators were still in the building after holding a session when the gunshots were heard by a throng of journalists, including two from The Associated Press. Armed security personnel, including military members, ran around with guns ready and later asked employees to leave as tensions started to ease.

    
Senate President Alan Cayetano briefly appeared before journalists in the Senate shortly after the shots were fired but could not provide details.



    
        




    




"The emotions are high here," Cayetano said. "This is the Senate of the Philippines, and we are allegedly under attack."
Interior Secretary Juanito Victor Remulla Jr. later arrived with top police officials and said he was deployed by the president to secure the senators. He said he did not come to arrest dela Rosa, who remained in the building.

    
        
    
Investigation launched
An investigation was underway, and security cameras would be reviewed to find out who was behind the gunfire and their intentions, Remulla said.
On Monday, the ICC unsealed an arrest warrant for dela Rosa.
Originally issued in November, the warrant charges dela Rosa with the crime against humanity of murder of "no less than 32 persons" between July 2016 and the end of April 2018, when he led the national police force under Duterte.
The ICC had no immediate comment on the events in Manila.

    
Dela Rosa, 64, has vowed to fight the ICC arrest order. He called on his followers Wednesday night to gather in the Senate to prevent what he said was his impending arrest.
National Bureau of Investigation agents tried to arrest dela Rosa on Monday, but he managed to dash to the Senate's plenary hall and sought the help of fellow senators. Cayetano said then that he would cite the government agents involved for contempt.
Duterte was arrested in March last year and flown to the ICC's headquarters in The Hague. He is still in detention in the Netherlands and faces a trial in the killings from his crackdown, in which dela Rosa has also been accused.
"We should not allow another Filipino to be brought to The Hague, the second one after President Duterte," dela Rosa said, addressing his followers in a Facebook message and blaming politics for his predicament.
"This is unacceptable," dela Rosa said.
He said he was ready to face any allegations before Philippine courts, but he denied condoning extrajudicial killings when he led the police force. Duterte has also made the same denials, although he openly threatened suspected drug dealers with death while in office. 

    
Police deployed outside Senate
Hundreds of police officers have been deployed outside the Senate since Monday to maintain order, sparking complaints from dela Rosa and allied senators.
"If I have something to answer for, I will face those in our local courts and not before foreigners," dela Rosa told reporters in the Senate.
Five senators called on dela Rosa to surrender to authorities in a proposed resolution, but his allies opposed the move in a heated exchange Wednesday in the Senate, where 13 of 24 senators friendly to dela Rosa wrested control of its leadership on Monday.
Duterte and his daughter, the current vice president, and political allies such as dela Rosa have been the harshest critics of Marcos.
Vice President Sara Duterte, once a political ally of Marcos, has blamed the president for allowing what she said was "the kidnapping" of her father and his handover to a foreign court.

    
Sara Duterte has recently been impeached by the House of Representatives, which is dominated by the allies of Marcos, over accusations that included unexplained wealth and threats to have the president assassinated if she herself were killed amid their political disputes. The Senate was preparing to convene into a tribunal to try the vice president.

    
Disputes reflect deep division in Philippine politics
The disputes reflect the deep divisions that have long plagued the rambunctious Asian democracy.
After winning the presidency in 2016, Duterte appointed dela Rosa, a loyal ally, as head of the national police force, which enforced the brutal campaign against illegal drugs that alarmed Western governments, including the United States and human rights groups.
Dela Rosa also once headed the police force in the southern city of Davao, where Duterte was a longtime mayor and built a political name for his extra-tough approach to crime.
"My role was to lead the war on drugs, and that war on drugs was not meant to annihilate people," dela Rosa said when he was asked about the huge death toll.
"When the lives of police officers came under threat, of course they needed to defend themselves," dela Rosa said.
Duterte withdrew the Philippines from the ICC in 2019 in a move human rights activists say was aimed at escaping accountability.

The ICC, however, said that it retained jurisdiction over crimes committed when the Philippines was still a member and successfully moved to have him arrested, the first former Asian leader to fall into such disgrace.
___
Associated Press Writer Mike Corder contributed to this report from The Hague, Netherlands.
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    Prosecutors to retry Alex Murdaugh in deaths of wife and son after high court overturned convictions
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            Alex Murdaugh's murder convictions and life sentence for the deaths of his wife and son were overturned Wednesday by the South Carolina Supreme Court. (AP video: Jeffrey Collins)
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            The South Carolina Supreme Court on Wednesday overturned the murder convictions and life sentence of disgraced lawyer Alex Murdaugh in the shooting deaths of his wife and younger son. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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            Prosecutors say they plan to retry disgraced lawyer Alex Murdaugh after the South Carolina Supreme Court overturned his murder convictions and life sentence for the deaths of his wife and son because the court clerk at his trial suggested he was guilty.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alex Murdaugh, convicted of killing his wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul, in June 2021, listens during a hearing on the motion for a retrial, Jan. 16, 2024, at the Richland County Judicial Center in Columbia, S.C. (Gavin McIntyre/The Post and Courier via AP, Pool, File)]
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            Alex Murdaugh, convicted of killing his wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul, in June 2021, listens during a hearing on the motion for a retrial, Jan. 16, 2024, at the Richland County Judicial Center in Columbia, S.C. (Gavin McIntyre/The Post and Courier via AP, Pool, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Disbarred attorney Alex Murdaugh arrives in court in Beaufort, S.C., Sept. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/James Pollard, File)]
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[image: Former Colleton County Clerk of Court Mary Rebecca "Becky" Hill listens during her guilty plea, Dec. 8, 2025, in St. Matthews, S.C. (AP Photo/Jeffrey Collins, File)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Alex Murdaugh's murder convictions and life sentence for the deaths of his wife and son were overturned Wednesday by the South Carolina Supreme Court because the court clerk at his trial suggested he was guilty.
But the disgraced lawyer won't be leaving prison anytime soon.
Prosecutors say they plan to retry Murdaugh, which likely means there will be another lengthy trial for the case that because of the combination of money, power, Southern accents and treachery has become a true crime sensation with several streaming miniseries, best selling books and dozens of true crime podcasts.
Murdaugh, 57, will remain in prison. He pleaded guilty to stealing around $12 million from his clients and currently is serving a 40-year federal sentence at the same time as a 27-year state sentence for his financial crimes.

    
Prosecutors promise a retrial that the court says will look different
Prosecutors haven't closed the door on appealing the ruling, but said Wednesday they are concentrating on aggressively seek to try Murdaugh again on the murder charges preferably sometime in 2026. State Attorney General Alan Wilson saying he respected the court's decision but no one is above the law.
Murdaugh's lawyers pointed out that trial will look a lot different, as the justices also ruled days of evidence at the murder trial about how Murdaugh stole from clients, many of them in dire straits, shouldn't be allowed next time.
Still, the ruling is a win for Murdaugh, who admits to being a thief, liar, insurance cheat and bad lawyer, but has adamantly denied killing his wife Maggie and younger son Paul since he found their bodies outside their home in 2021.



    
        




    




"Alex has said from day one that he did not kill his wife and son. We look forward to a new trial," Murdaugh's lawyers Dick Harpootlian and Jim Griffin said in a joint statement.

    
        
    
The defense has detailed the lack of physical evidence -- no DNA or blood was found splattered on Murdaugh or any of his clothes, even though the killings were at close range with powerful weapons that were never found.

    
Prosecutors argued that the clerk's comments were fleeting and the evidence against Murdaugh was overwhelming.
Murdaugh told investigators for months he hadn't seen his wife and son for about an hour before they were killed. But investigators eventually cracked the passcode on Paul Murdaugh's phone and found a video with a barking dog and Alex Murdaugh's voice admonishing it five minutes before the young man stopped using his phone.
Investigators said Murdaugh was addicted to opioids and his complex schemes to steal money from clients and his family's law firm were starting to unravel so he killed his wife and son to divert attention and buy time to find a way out of his problems.

    
Court said clerk attacked Murdaugh's credibility with jurors
In their unanimous ruling Wednesday, the South Carolina Supreme Court said the conduct by Colleton County Clerk of Court Becky Hill "egregiously attacked Murdaugh's credibility" by suggesting to jurors his testimony could not be trusted.
A few jurors said Hill, assigned to oversee the evidence and the jury during the trial, told them to watch Murdaugh's body language when he testified in his own defense and to not be fooled, confused or thrown off by what he might say.
"By urging the jurors not to be fooled or convinced by Murdaugh's defense, Hill essentially implored the jurors to find him guilty, the ultimate issue in the case," the justices wrote, adding that the comments insinuated there was something unusual and suspicious about his decision to testify.
Hill "placed her fingers on the scales of justice, thereby denying Murdaugh his right to a fair trial by an impartial jury," the justices wrote. "Our justice system provides -- indeed demands -- that every person is entitled to a fair trial."

    
Justices say Hill was looking for celebrity 
The court said Hill's motivation was the "siren call of celebrity" and her goal was to increase sales of her book on the trial called "Behind the Doors of Justice: The Murdaugh Murders." It was pulled from publication after plagiarism allegations were made.
"As her book's title suggests, it turns out Hill was quite busy behind the doors of justice, thwarting the integrity of the justice system she was sworn to protect and uphold," the justices wrote in an unsigned 27-page ruling.
Hill's attorney in her criminal case didn't return a phone call or email seeking comment.
Hill has pleaded guilty to lying about what she said and did during the Murdaugh trial, including showing graphic crime scene photos to several media members. The journalists were not named and the photos were not described at her December hearing.
"The court rightly described her conduct as "'breathtaking,' 'disgraceful,' and 'unprecedented in South Carolina,' " Murdaugh's lawyers said.

    
Justices say financial crime evidence also improperly used
The justices also had a warning for the next judge to try the murder case -- be cautious on how much evidence of Murdaugh's thefts from his law firm and clients to allow those jurors to hear.
Some brief evidence of how Murdaugh stole is fine and how it might connect to him killing his wife and son. But the court said details like how some of the people Murdaugh stole from were disabled or vulnerable could unfairly turn against him jurors who should be focused just on whether he killed his family.
The chief prosecutor in the case said he doesn't regret piling on all the financial crime evidence he could in the initial trial because if the jury finds Murdaugh not guilty, they can't try him again,
"You don't hit a home run if you're afraid to strike out," prosecutor Creighton Waters said at a Wednesday news conference.
Wilson is a Republican running for South Carolina's open governor's seat this year. He said politics won't play into any of his decisions on this case and it is the employees of the office, not its elected leader who will the backbone of the prosecution.

"The decision on whether to nor to purse this case is not going to be built on who the next occupant of my office" is, Wilson said. "It's going to be built on should we seek justice or not."
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    Man known for racially derogatory livestreams charged with attempted murder after Tennessee shooting




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sheriff's deputies investigate a shooting scene outside the Montgomery County Courthouse, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Clarksville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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            Sheriff's deputies investigate a shooting scene outside the Montgomery County Courthouse, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Clarksville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department shows Dalton Eatherly in Nashville, Tenn., on Sunday, May 10, 2026, after his arrest. (Metropolitan Nashville Police via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department shows Dalton Eatherly in Nashville, Tenn., on Sunday, May 10, 2026, after his arrest. (Metropolitan Nashville Police via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Sheriff's deputy investigates a shooting scene outside the Montgomery County Courthouse, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Clarksville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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[image: A Sheriff's deputy enters the Montgomery County Courts Center as they investigate a shooting outside the building, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Clarksville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)]
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            KRISTIN M. HALL, TRAVIS LOLLER and AUDREY McAVOY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- A man who goes by "Chud the Builder" and livestreams himself saying racially derogatory statements to Black people in public settings was arrested and charged with attempted murder after a shooting outside a Tennessee courthouse on Wednesday, authorities said.
Dalton Eatherly, 28, and an unidentified man were involved in a confrontation that resulted in gunfire, District Attorney Robert J. Nash said in a statement. But Nash wouldn't say why Eatherly was at that courthouse in Clarksville, what he was doing or what prompted the confrontation.
Police didn't provide the race of the other man. However, a witness who said she saw him loaded into an ambulance described him as Black.
Both men were transported to hospitals for medical treatment and were stable, the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office said.
Eatherly was being held at the Montgomery County jail until bond can be set at an arraignment hearing, the county sheriff's office said. Eatherly was also charged with employing a firearm during dangerous felony, aggravated assault and reckless endangerment with a deadly weapon, the sheriff's office said. 

    
Jacob Fendley, an attorney listed in court records as representing Eatherly in a separate harassment case from November, did not immediately return a phone message.



    
        




    




Claire Martin, who works in an attorney's office across the street from the courthouse, said Eatherly is "well known in Clarksville for antagonizing people to see what he can get them to do." She said he "yells racial slurs" at people while filming them. "He's not a contributing member of society," she said.
Martin did not see the altercation but saw the aftermath. The other man "waved at us as he got in the ambulance," she said.

    
        
    
'Did I shoot myself ... ?' 
In a video posted on the website Pump.fun on Wednesday, Eatherly said he shot a man in self-defense after the person starting hitting him. Eatherly speaks with paramedics in the clip, one of whom takes note of a wound's entry and exit point.
"Did I shoot myself or did it graze it?" Eatherly asked.
Eatherly had been scheduled to appear in court Wednesday morning in Clarksville, located about 50 miles (80 kilometers) northwest of Nashville, over a $3,300 debt allegedly owed to a credit company, according to Montgomery County court records. The civil case was filed in February on behalf of Midland Credit Management. 

    
Court records didn't indicate whether Eatherly showed up for the status hearing. Online records list the case as open.
Eatherly, a white man, livestreams confrontations to social media where he can be seen and heard making racially derogatory statements to Black people in public. 
In one video taken in a market, he says to a passing Black man, "You chimpin' out," a reference to chimpanzees. He then uses the N-word a number of times.
The Black man is seen using a cellphone to record the confrontation, telling Eatherly, "Don't touch me."
A clerk tells Eatherly he's not allowed to say that word. He responds "America is free speech. Tell me I can't say something again. This is (expletive) America."

    
Racists in the United States and other countries historically have compared Black people to monkeys or apes. In February, President Donald Trump posted a racist social media post featuring former President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle Obama, as primates in a jungle. It was deleted after both Republicans and Democrats criticized the video as offensive.
Steakhouse theft and disorderly conduct charges
In addition to the credit debt case, Eatherly faces a separate criminal case in which he is accused of becoming unruly at a Nashville steakhouse on Saturday and refusing to pay the nearly $400 bill.
According to an affidavit in the case, the restaurant had asked him not to stream inside the business, but he did anyway. When they asked him to stop, he began yelling and screaming and "started making racial statements."
He was arrested and charged on Sunday with theft of services, disorderly conduct and resisting arrest and released on $5,000 bond. His next appearance in this case was scheduled for July 17 in Davidson County criminal court.

    
Clarksville resident Larry Quillen said he's seen videos in which Eatherly carries a gun and mace "and goes around and starts things." 
"I was just kind of like it's a matter of time. I mean, because what he's doing is hate. It's not even freedom of speech and that's what he claims to do," Quillen said. 
The Montgomery County Sheriff's Office said one of the two men involved in Wednesday's shooting was taken to Vanderbilt of Clarksville Hospital for treatment. A message left with the hospital wasn't immediately returned.
The other was transported by Lifeflight to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, the sheriff's office said. A spokesperson for the hospital, Craig Boerner, said medical privacy laws prohibited the disclosure of information about victims of violence. 

    
___
This story has been updated to correct that Clarksville is northwest of Nashville, not northeast.
___

Loller reported from Nashville, Tennessee, and McAvoy from Honolulu. Associated Press writers Corey Williams in Detroit and John Raby in Charleston, West Virginia, contributed.
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    Doctor on ship who helped care for passengers with hantavirus leaves medical isolation unit




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The hantavirus-stricken cruise ship MV Hondius is seen at anchor at the port of Granadilla in Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain, Monday, May 11, 2026. (AP Photo/Arturo Rodriguez)]
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[image: Nebraska Medicine's Davis Global Center is seen on Sunday, May 10,2026 in Omaha, Neb. where American passengers from the hantavirus-stricken cruise ship will quarantine. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        An oncologist traveling on the cruise ship at the center of a hantavirus outbreak has been cleared to leave a special biocontainment unit in Nebraska, where he was the lone American placed in isolation after he helped care for fellow passengers who became sick on board.
Dr. Stephen Kornfeld of Bend, Oregon, was among more than 120 passengers and crew evacuated from the ship and flown to different countries to enter quarantine. Kornfeld was brought to the University of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha with 15 other Americans, but he was the only one taken to an isolated biocontainment unit after a nasal swab he took on the ship produced inconclusive results about whether he had the virus. 
On Wednesday, the hospital announced that Kornfeld will now join the 15 other Americans who were taken for monitoring at the National Quarantine Unit, instead of the biocontainment unit, according to hospital spokesperson Kayla Thomas.

    
Kornfeld appeared on CNN's "Erin Burnett OutFront" on a video call from his hospital room Tuesday, saying, "I feel wonderful, 100%." 
He said there was a period on the ship when he came down with flu-like symptoms including night sweats, chills and fatigue but he said he has no symptoms now.


The World Health Organization said Wednesday that a total of 11 hantavirus cases linked to the cruise have been reported worldwide, including three deaths. Eight cases have been confirmed by laboratory tests.

    
        
    
Kornfeld said a nasal swab he took on the ship was later tested twice in the Netherlands. One result came back negative, the other positive. Earlier this week, he was awaiting results from a new test taken when he returned to the U.S.
"The initial test that we received was from abroad and it was inconclusive in its results," Dr. David Fitter of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention told reporters Wednesday.

    
In addition to the passengers taken to Nebraska, two other Americans are being monitored at the serious communicable disease unit at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta.
Health authorities say it is the first hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship. While there is no cure or vaccine for hantavirus, the WHO says early detection and treatment improves survival rates.
Public health officials say the risk to the general public from the cruise ship outbreak is low. Hantavirus usually spreads from rodent droppings and is not easily transmitted between people, though the Andes virus detected on the Hondius may be able to spread between people in rare cases.
The WHO is recommending that passengers and crew from the cruise ship stay in quarantine, either at home or other facilities, for 42 days. 
Kornfeld described his quarters at the biocontainment unit in Nebraska as a hospital room with a comfortable bed.

"It's a little weird being in here by myself," he said before he was cleared to leave. "But the nurses come in, the doctors come in. I'm on WhatsApp all the time. It's really amazing how quickly time flies."
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    Republican resistance to Iran war grows in the Senate as Murkowski flips




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., the ranking member, and Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, chair of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, prepare to hear from U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Schultz on his 2027 budget request, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Republicans on Wednesday again blocked Democratic legislation that would halt President Donald Trump's war with Iran, but the number of GOP senators voting against the war grew.
Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska voted against the war for the first time since it began at the end of February. Two other Republicans, Sens. Susan Collins of Maine and Rand Paul of Kentucky, also voted against the war, as they had done previously.
The war powers legislation ultimately failed to advance 49-50, with Sen. John Fetterman of Pennsylvania the only Democrat to oppose it, yet the close tally reflected growing unease with Trump's war. Several other Republican senators have signaled they want Congress to weigh in on the direction of the conflict.
"There will be a day -- and it might be soon, I believe -- where this Senate will say to the president, 'Stop this war,'" Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia, who has spearheaded his party's tactic of forcing repeated votes on the war, said before the vote.

    
Even if it passes the Senate, a war powers resolution would have a slim chance of passing the House and would also certainly be vetoed by Trump. But Democrats say the votes are about building political pressure on the president either to withdraw from the conflict or seek congressional authorization to wage the war.



    
        




    




Trump officials downplay role for Congress 
The White House, meanwhile, has asserted that it does not need congressional authorization for the war and has circumvented legal requirements to gain approval from Congress to continue the military campaign. It claims that it has "terminated" hostilities with Iran because the U.S. has entered a ceasefire.
That posture has created tension between the Republican-controlled Congress and the White House because presidents under the War Powers Resolution of 1973 are required to obtain authorization from Congress after 60 days of engaging in a conflict.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told lawmakers this week that the U.S. could start attacking Iran again without the White House seeking congressional approval. He told Murkowski during a hearing on Tuesday that the Trump administration believes it has "all the authorities necessary."
Murkowski voiced skepticism about that argument. She pointed to the troops and war ships deployed to the region, saying, "It doesn't appear that hostilities have ended."

    
        
    
GOP leaders back the war, but unease grows
Republican leadership has continued to back the war with Iran, arguing that the stalemate in the Strait of Hormuz that has blocked most commercial shipping puts more economic pressure on Iran than it does on the U.S.
"Iran's economy is on life support. Its leadership is eliminated," said Sen. John Barrasso, the No. 2 Republican in leadership, during a floor speech Wednesday.
He also argued that the Democratic effort on the war is all about undermining Trump. Forcing the issue just as he arrived in China for a summit would "pull out the rug from under him," Barrasso said.

    
Still, Republicans are also growing uneasy about the high gas prices, especially as the November elections draw near.

    
Sen. Mike Rounds, a Republican from South Dakota, said Wednesday he'd prefer that the two branches of government work out the constitutional issues instead of a congressional war powers vote or a potential challenge in court.
The two sides should sit down together and say "we have shared constitutional responsibilities," Rounds said.
Democrats plan to keep forcing weekly votes on war powers resolutions and are looking ahead to put limitations on Trump during the debate over annual legislation that authorizes and funds the military.

Sen. Jeff Merkley, an Oregon Democrat who sponsored Wednesday's resolution, told reporters that he believes there is an "erosion of support, erosion of enthusiasm, an increase in skepticism" about the war from Republicans.
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    Senate confirms Trump pick Warsh as chairman of the Federal Reserve, following Powell
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate confirmed President Donald Trump's nominee to lead the Federal Reserve, Kevin Warsh, bringing new leadership to the world's most powerful central bank at a fraught moment for the global economy. 
Warsh, 56, a former top Fed official, was confirmed Wednesday in a largely party-line 54-45 vote and will replace Jerome Powell as chair at an unusually difficult time for the independent agency.
Inflation has topped the Fed's 2% target for five years and is now rising faster because of spiking gas prices. The Fed's interest rate-setting committee is divided and saw the most dissenting votes in more than three decades last month. And Powell, after years of personal attacks from Trump and an unprecedented Justice Department investigation, plans to remain on the Fed's board even after his term as chair ends, potentially creating a competing power center.

    
Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., said in a floor speech that it's critical that a Fed chair "understand not only the macro" but also "appreciate the microeconomy: and that's the hardworking Americans, their jobs and their livelihoods."
"Kevin Warsh is just such a person," Thune said. 



    
        




    




Trump has demanded change at the Federal Reserve
The Fed has faced threats to its independence from Trump, who has repeatedly attacked Powell for not cutting interest rates. Trump also sought to fire Fed governor Lisa Cook and launched an investigation into Powell's Senate testimony about a building renovation. 
The probe of Powell had threatened to derail Warsh's nomination, as Republican Sen. Thom Tillis of North Carolina vowed to withhold support until the investigation was terminated. The probe was ultimately dropped in April. Every Republican voted for Warsh on Wednesday, as did Democratic Sen. John Fetterman of Pennsylvania.

    
        
    
Kevin Hassett, director of the White House's National Economic Council, said in a Fox News interview on Sunday that he believes the markets are relieved that Warsh "is going to help lower interest rates over time."

    
"Obviously, data driven," said Hassett. "I'm not putting any pressure on Kevin Warsh."
In December, Trump said on his social media platform that he wanted a Fed chair who would cut interest rates when the stock market rose -- the opposite of what traditional economics would prescribe -- and added, "Anyone that disagrees with me will never be the Fed chairman!"
Trump's comments have fueled concerns over whether Warsh will set rates based on economic conditions or instead seek to appease Trump, even if doing so could worsen inflation. At Warsh's confirmation hearing last month, Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a Democrat from Massachusetts, derided him as a "sock puppet" for Trump. 
Still, Warsh denied at the hearing that Trump had pressured him to reduce the Fed's key rate. 
"I will be an independent actor if confirmed as chair of the Federal Reserve," he said.

    
A critic of the Fed's leadership in the past
Warsh has been highly critical of the Fed's recent track record, particularly the inflation spike in 2021-22, the worst in four decades.
He has called for limiting the Fed's communications, which would be a sharp shift after decades of growing transparency. He has argued that some of its communications tools, such as quarterly forecasts of where its key rate may head, have made it harder for officials to switch gears.
Senate Democrats have also condemned Warsh for not fully divulging the details of his wealth, which amounts to at least $100 million. His investments include stakes in Polymarket and SpaceX, but he hasn't revealed the size of those holdings. He promised to sell all such assets within 90 days of being sworn in.
"He will be the wealthiest Fed chair in history, but he refuses to provide transparency to the American people about who he is entangled with," Warren said. 
Warsh faces 

    
difficult economic conditions 
The Fed is still grappling with how to respond to the 50% spike in gas prices caused by the war in Iran. The increase has boosted inflation, which reached 3.8% in April. 
The Fed is tasked by Congress with keeping prices stable, which it seeks to do by raising its short-term rate to make borrowing and spending more expensive, cooling growth and inflation. 
The Fed typically looks past temporary price increases that stem from supply disruptions, such as the war's cutoff of oil through the Strait of Hormuz, because those prices typically level off -- or even fall -- once supply is restored. 
But the Fed also followed that approach after the coronavirus pandemic snarled global supply chains. Inflation turned out to last longer than expected, and Powell and other Fed officials have acknowledged that they waited too long to raise rates. Inflation surged to 9.1% by June 2022.
The Fed's rate-setting committee has kept rates unchanged for three straight meetings as it evaluates the spike in gas prices. At its most recent meeting last month, three members of the committee objected to language that suggested its next move would be a rate cut. They preferred more neutral language that would allow for a hike. Many Fed watchers saw those dissents as a warning shot to Warsh that he won't be able to easily engineer rate reductions.

    
A fourth member of the 12-member committee, Stephen Miran, dissented in favor of a rate cut, as he has at every meeting since Trump appointed him to the Fed's board last September. Miran is serving until a replacement is named, and Warsh will take his spot. 
Powell, meanwhile, said at a news conference on April 29 that he would remain as a Fed governor until the Justice Department closes its investigation into the Fed's building project, the first time a chair may stay on the board for an extended period since 1948. His term as a governor lasts until January 2028. 

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro has dropped the government's probe, but she has said it could be reopened if the Fed's inspector general, which has looked into the renovation project since last July, finds evidence of criminal activity. ___
Follow the AP's coverage of the Federal Reserve System at https://apnews.com/hub/federal-reserve-system.
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    Florida attorney general issues investigative subpoena to the NFL over the Rooney Rule




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Footballs are seen before an NFL football game between the Philadelphia Eagles and the Washington Commanders on Jan. 4, 2026, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Footballs are seen before an NFL football game between the Philadelphia Eagles and the Washington Commanders on Jan. 4, 2026, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell participates in a panel discussion during groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Cleveland Browns stadium in Brook Park, Ohio, Thursday, April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)]
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                                        Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier has issued a subpoena to the NFL as his office investigates whether the league has committed potential civils rights violations related to the Rooney Rule and the league's other employment practices, policies and programs.
Uthmeier, who threatened possible enforcement actions against the league in March if it didn't suspend the 23-year-old rule, sent the subpoena along with a letter to NFL executive vice president and attorney Ted Ullyot on Wednesday.
The subpoena commands the league to appear at the attorney general's office in Tallahassee, Florida, on June 12. It asks the league to produce extensive documents, including "all diversity reports, coaching census data, or demographic surveys that reflect the race and sex of coaching staffs of the teams from 2017 to the present."
"All in all, the Rooney Rule and the NFL's related 'inclusive hiring' policies -- and the NFL's representations about these policies -- continue to raise significant concerns under Florida law," Uthmeier wrote in the letter.

    
The Rooney Rule requires teams to interview at least two external minority candidates for head coach, general manager and coordinator positions. At least one minority candidate must be interviewed for the quarterbacks coach position.



    
        




    




NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, speaking at the league meetings in Phoenix in March, acknowledged the changing political landscape for diversity initiatives in the U.S., but added that he didn't believe there should be any legal issues with the league's policy. "The Rooney Rule has been around a long time," Goodell said then. "We've evolved it, changed it. We'll continue to do that."

    
        
    
The NFL didn't comment Wednesday on the subpoena. 
But in a letter to Uthmeier on May 1, the league said: "The NFL's pursuit of top-tier talent led to the adoption of the Rooney Rule in 2003. Importantly, the Rooney Rule does not impose any hiring quotas or mandates, and it does not license clubs to consider race or sex in making hiring decisions. Hiring decisions for NFL teams are made by the individual clubs -- not the League -- and those decisions are based on merit. The Rooney Rule neither requires, nor permits, any team to make a hiring decision on the basis of race, sex, or any other protected characteristic. To do so would be an express violation of League policy."

    
Uthmeier commended the league for altering the Rooney Rule language on its website after receiving his initial warning letter in March but added the revisions raise more questions. 
The updated terminology on the NFL site says: "The Rooney Rule establishes best practices designed to expand opportunity and strengthen the NFL's talent pipeline across leadership roles. It is part of a broader effort to develop a deep and sustainable talent pipeline across all levels of the NFL. The policy is intended to ensure that qualified candidates from a wide range of backgrounds are identified and considered for leadership roles."
The website previously stated the Rooney Rule aims to "increase the number of minorities hired" in leadership positions and said that diversity "enriches the game and creates a more effective, quality organization."

    
"We appreciate how quickly the NFL changed its website in response to our letter and capitulated on some of their discriminatory hiring quotas," Uthmeier said. "But their response raises more questions about the Rooney Rule, and we look forward to their cooperation with the investigative subpoena we issued them today."
In the May 1 letter, the league had told Uthmeier: "We appreciate that your letter has brought to our attention some outdated information on the NFL's website regarding these programs. This information is in the process of being updated to accurately reflect the NFL's current programs and policies."
Uthmeier sent his first letter to Goodell in March, saying the Rooney Rule amounts to "blatant race and sex discrimination."
The subpoena expands the focus beyond the Rooney Rule and includes other NFL diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives, including a discontinued mandate that required teams to hire a minority offensive assistant; the diversity accelerator program; the Mackie development program for college officials; and the resolution that awards teams draft picks if one of its minority assistant coaches or executives is hired to be the coach or general manager of another team.


    
The NFL's front office and coach accelerator program will be held next week in Orlando after it was paused in 2025. The program was created as an extension of the Rooney Rule in 2022 to increase diversity among coaches and front office executives. It will now include nonminority participants. 
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    FIFA announces Super Bowl-style World Cup final halftime show featuring Madonna, Shakira and BTS




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colombian singer Shakira rehearses a day ahead of her free concert on Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro, on May 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado, File)]
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                                        The World Cup final will feature a star-studded halftime show headlined by Madonna, Shakira and boy-band BTS.
FIFA has announced that, for the first time, the final at the Metlife Stadium in New Jersey on July 19 will include a Super Bowl-style concert.
Soccer's governing body said the show would support the FIFA Global Citizen Education Fund, which is raising $100 million to help children access education and soccer.
FIFA president Gianni Infantino said it would bring together "music and football on the biggest stage in sport for a very special cause."
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"Every child should have the opportunity to dream, and together we can help make that possible," he posted on Instagram.
The show will be curated by Coldplay's Chris Martin. 
The Super Bowl is famed for its halftime show, attracting the world's biggest stars for spectacular performances. This year featured Puerto Rican artist Bad Bunny. 

    
Previous headliners included Michael Jackson, Paul McCartney, the Rolling Stones, Madonna, Prince, Bruce Springsteen and Rhianna. 

But halftime shows are not commonplace in soccer, with events such as the Champions League final featuring a pre-match concert. On May 30, the Killers will headline European club soccer's biggest game between Paris Saint-Germain and Arsenal in Budapest. 
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It is not known how long the World Cup halftime show will last, but the interval in soccer is not supposed to go beyond 15 minutes. 
FIFA describes it as "a singular moment at the intersection of sport, culture and purpose, broadcast live around the world." 
The World Cup is co-hosted by the United States, Canada and Mexico and runs through June and July. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    Yankees lefty Max Fried pulled from his start at Baltimore after only 3 innings with a sore elbow




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Yankees starting pitcher Max Fried, left, talks with catcher J.C. Escarra, right, during a mound visit in the third inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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[image: New York Yankees starting pitcher Max Fried delivers during the second inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Max Fried's performance was shaky again -- and now the New York Yankees have to worry about his elbow.
Fried was pulled from Wednesday's 7-0 loss at Baltimore after only three innings because of elbow soreness. The three-time All-Star is expected to get scanned and be examined Thursday by team physician Dr. Christopher Ahmad in New York.
"Just a little uncomfortable, tight, especially in between innings," Fried said. "It's hard for me to kind of warm up, loosen up. The first hitter of the inning would be like 88, 90, 91. And by the end -- fourth, fifth hitter, 20 pitches in -- I'm able to kind of get things loosened up."
Fried headed straight up the tunnel after Baltimore scored twice in the third inning, and the Yankees had Paul Blackburn warming in the bullpen while batting in the fourth. Fried allowed three runs and five hits, throwing just 34 of 61 pitches for strikes and going to three balls on five of 13 batters.

    
"Definitely wasn't helping the team," the 32-year-old left-hander said. "Could have kept pitching, but at that point it was just like, hey, let's make sure that we can kind of calm this thing down and try to get ahead of it."



    
        




    




In his previous start at Milwaukee, Fried permitted five runs in six innings.
"We'll do all the testing and whatnot tomorrow," manager Aaron Boone said. "He doesn't seem too concerned about it, but we'll see."

    
        
    
Fried has repeatedly dealt with blister issues on his left finger, making four trips to the injured list from 2018-23 while with Atlanta and taking an extended layoff around the All-Star break last year.
He was an All-Star in 2025, his first season with the Yankees. The 32-year-old has a 3.21 ERA in 10 starts this season.
"I guess you never know, but I'm definitely planning on this thing being a sooner rather than later," Fried said. "Obviously, we'll find out tomorrow where everything is. ... If I can, I would love to be able to make my next start."

    
New York appears to have decent starting depth.
Carlos Rodon rejoined the Yankees' rotation last weekend after recovering from surgery last October to remove loose bodies in his left elbow and shave a bone spur.
Gerrit Cole is nearing a return from elbow ligament replacement surgery in March 2025. Cole has made five minor league rehab starts, and Boone said the 2023 AL Cy Young Award winner will make two or three more. Cole is scheduled to start Saturday for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.
New York's rotation also includes Cam Schlittler, Will Warren and Ryan Weathers.

Luis Gil, the 2024 AL Rookie of the Year, has been in the minors for much of the season and was placed on the injured list last Friday because of right shoulder inflammation.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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    Corleone crime family returns in a new 'Godfather' novel for 2027 release by Random House




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This book cover image released by Penguin Random House shows "The Godfather" by Mario Puzo. (Penguin Random House via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Decades after the last "Godfather" movie and more than 10 years since the last "Godfather" novel, the story of the Corleone crime family has a new chapter, presented for the first time from a woman's point of view.
Random House told The Associated Press that it had acquired a "Godfather" novel authorized by the estate of Mario Puzo and written by bestselling author Adriana Trigiani. "Connie" is scheduled for a fall 2027 release and will center on the Corleone family member played by Talia Shire, sister of director Francis Ford Coppola, in the three "Godfather" films.
"Connie" is the third "Godfather" book approved by the estate and the first written by a woman.
"'Connie' is a novel about how a woman works to forge her own way in a world that's already decided who she is, what she's about, and how she should be treated," Trigiani said in a statement Wednesday. "People underestimated Don Vito Corleone and Michael Corleone at their peril. The same will be true for Connie Corleone."

    
Paramount Pictures, which produced the "Godfather" movies," holds the film rights. Additional details were not immediately available.


Puzo, whose blockbuster 1969 novel "The Godfather," provided the basis and title for the first film, died in 1999 and his estate has since battled with Paramount over who controls rights to the Corleone characters. In 2012, the movie studio sued to block publication of Ed Falco's "The Family Corleone." After the estate countersued, the two sides agreed to a settlement that allowed the estate to continue initiating book projects and awarded film rights to Paramount. 

    
        
    
The final release of the original "Godfather" trilogy, "The Godfather Part III," came out in 1990. The films all starred Al Pacino as Michael Corleone, Connie's brother, with other actors appearing in at least one movie including Marlon Brando, Robert De Niro, Robert Duvall and Diane Keaton. The "Godfather" saga has earned more than $400 million worldwide and won nine Academy Awards, two of them to Puzo in the 1970s for best adapted screenplay.

    
Trigiani, a million-selling author who wrote of her own Italian roots in the novel "The Shoemaker's Wife," is also known for such favorites as "Lucia, Lucia" and "The Queen of the Big Time." According to Random House, the Puzo estate "sought out" Trigiani after she published a Substack essay lamenting how little was known about the Corleone women.

"We had been looking for someone to retell the story from a new perspective," Anthony Puzo, the author's son and executor, said in a statement. "Adriana was knocked out when I told her that the character of Vito Corleone (played in the films by Brando and De Niro) was actually based on my grandmother. We talked about how the women ran both of our families, but behind the scenes. Adriana's vision for Connie's life blew us all away. I'm very pleased and excited to have her on board."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/godfather-corleone-puzo-authorized-novel-ccc506f54ac90c22398bbc898b14312e
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                    Entertainment

    'The Fast and the Furious' and Vin Diesel roll into Cannes for 25th anniversary




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michelle Rodriguez, from left, Vin Diesel and Jordana Brewster pose for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Michelle Rodriguez, from left, Vin Diesel and Jordana Brewster pose for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vin Diesel poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)]
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            Vin Diesel poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Producer Neal H. Moritz, from left, Jordana Brewster, Vin Diesel, Meadow Walker and Michelle Rodriguez pose for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Meadow Walker poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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            Meadow Walker poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jordana Brewster poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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            Jordana Brewster poses for photographers at the photo call for the 25th anniversary of the film 'The Fast and the Furious' during the 79th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CANNES, France (AP) -- The cast of "The Fast and the Furious" rolled into the Cannes Film Festival on Wednesday for a 25th anniversary celebration of the nitrous-boosting franchise. 
This year's Cannes is largely bereft of Hollywood films. But to help cover the blockbuster-sized hole in this year's lineup, the French festival is hosting a midnight screening of the first release in the 10-movie series. 
On Wednesday, Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez and Jordana Brewster posed for photographers in Cannes. They were joined by Meadow Walker, the 27-year-old daughter of actor Paul Walker. In 2013, Walker died in a Los Angeles car crash. 
Diesel looked especially happy for the moment in Cannes, playfully flexing for photographers. 

The "Fast & Furious" movies have collected more than $7 billion in box office. An 11th installment titled "Fast Forever" is scheduled to be release in March 2028 by Universal Pictures. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cannes-fast-furious-00e510a18918727ba3e0f39557e87aec
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                    Entertainment

    Can 'Off Campus' capture the hockey romance audience after 'Heated Rivalry'?
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            Smash hit drama "Heated Rivalry" doesn't return until 2027 but Prime Video's new series "Off Campus," also about hunky hockey players, is now streaming. (May 13)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actors Ella Bright, left, and Belmont Cameli pose for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            Actors Ella Bright, left, and Belmont Cameli pose for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Prime shows Ella Bright, left, and Belmont Cameli in a scene from "Off-Campus." (Liane Hentscher/Prime via AP)]
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            This image released by Prime shows Ella Bright, left, and Belmont Cameli in a scene from "Off-Campus." (Liane Hentscher/Prime via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cast members, from left, Jalen Thomas Brooks, Stephen Kalyn, Belmont Cameli and Antonio Cipriano pose for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Actor Ella Bright poses for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Actor Belmont Cameli poses for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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            By 
            ALICIA RANCILIO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Thanks to "Heated Rivalry," hockey hunks -- and their love stories -- are having a moment. Prime Video's "Off Campus" is the next show hoping to score with viewers. 
This series, which started streaming Wednesday and is based on a collection of romance books written by Elle Kennedy, follows the steamy love lives of members of a college hockey team. Like a different romance series, Netflix's "Bridgerton," each season will focus on a different couple's story.
We begin "Off Campus" with the story of team captain Garrett Graham and Hannah Wells, played by Belmont Cameli and Ella Bright. After an embarrassing encounter -- Wells, working as a janitor, stumbles upon Graham naked in the locker room -- the two make an arrangement. They will pretend to date, to make the guy Wells is really interested in jealous, and in turn she will tutor Graham in a class he's having trouble with. Their deal soon leads to something more.
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[image: Hannah Dodd arrives for the World premiere of "Bridgerton" season 4 on Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026 in Paris. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The crisis? The point? For 'Bridgerton,' the word 'orgasm' wouldn't quite do
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[image: This image released by Crave shows Hudson Williams, left, and Connor Storrie in a scene from "Heated Rivalry." (Crave via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                'Heated Rivalry' series mixes hockey and queer romance and is scoring big audiences
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[image: Jacob Tierney, left, and Rachel Reid pose for a portrait in New York on Saturday, April 18, 2026. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                An Instagram DM changed everything for Rachel Reid, Jacob Tierney and 'Heated Rivalry'
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    





Room for more than one 'hockey show' on TV

"Off Campus" began production about a year ago, before "Heated Rivalry" -- the phenomenon about gay pro hockey players, adapted from Rachel Reid's books -- made its HBO debut. There will inevitably be comparisons between the two shows. But the actors in "Off Campus" say there is room for more than one hockey series.
"There's new shows and movies about American football all the time. Nobody's like, Oh great, here comes another 'Remember the Titans,'" Cameli said. "'Heated Rivalry' had a ton of success and it deserved it and those guys are great. I'm thrilled for them."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Prime shows Ella Bright, left, and Belmont Cameli in a scene from "Off-Campus." (Liane Hentscher/Prime via AP)]
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"Off Campus" creator and showrunner Louisa Levy is impressed that "Heated Rivalry" is breaking barriers with its storytelling. 
"Not only is it another hockey show, it's a queer hockey show, which is amazing. And it's also very different from our show," Levy said. "Our show is in college. Our show follows a group of friends. It's a different kind of romance."

    


    
        
    
The success of the Canadian-made "Heated Rivalry" is also a source of pride for another "Off Campus" actor, Stephen Kalyn.
"Seeing another Canadian creator make such a very popular and hit show, it's really inspiring, honestly," said Kalyn, who plays Dean Di Laurentis. "I'm just proud. I'm a proud Canadian."

    

Honing their hockey skills

"Off Campus" mostly follows its hockey players' lives off the ice. Still, they wanted to make the action look realistic. 
"We did ask all the guys to put themselves on tape skating to make sure that they could at least stand on ice before we shot, because it is important. We want it to feel organic," Levy said. "There are certain things that you can cut around and certain things that are a little bit harder." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cast members, from left, Jalen Thomas Brooks, Stephen Kalyn, Belmont Cameli and Antonio Cipriano pose for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]



        

        
        
            
                    Cast members, from left, Jalen Thomas Brooks, Stephen Kalyn, Belmont Cameli and Antonio Cipriano pose for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Before filming, the actors were put through a two-week hockey boot camp to get comfortable on skates and the ice. A former hockey pro, Dave Tomlinson, was brought in to help them learn the basics. 
"We did a lot of the close-ups as we're skating," said Jalen Thomas Brooks, who plays John Tucker. "There's no like, pretending to skate. We're all on skates moving, actually striding. But when it comes to the big, big sequences, those are sometimes stunt doubles."

    
Kalyn has actual hockey experience and could perform more of his own moves on camera.
"I grew up playing hockey my whole life, so it's such a treat to be able to play hockey and act -- the two things that I love," Kalyn said.
Next up on the ice

Season 2 of "Off Campus" begins filming very soon, and will star Cipriano. A video of him surprising India Fowler with the news that she got the part of his love interest, Grace Ivers, was recently released online.
While Cipriano is "excited for Logan to meet Grace at some point," he's focused on celebrating the release of Season 1.
"We don't need to think about the future right now," he said.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actor Ella Bright poses for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Actor Belmont Cameli poses for a portrait to promote the series "Off Campus" on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in West Hollywood, Calif. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Cameli is looking forward to his co-stars getting their own major storylines. 
"They're all really prepared for whenever their turn is up next," Cameli said. "I love these guys. I mean, they're are all like so talented and skilled and sweet, and they are just really great people. You know, do they ask me for advice all the time about everything? Yes. Am I giving them brilliant nuggets constantly? Absolutely." 

    
Unlike "Bridgerton," where the couple du jour only pops up here and there on the show after their season has played out, Cameli and Bright say they're sticking around.

"We're not going anywhere," promised Bright. "I'm just excited to see Hannah and Garrett in their relationship and what challenges that they might overcome being together."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/off-campus-hockey-tv-show-832d8d3d8f83725d60fb07ea24bbfdcb
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    US and China seek to repair damage from tariff war that sent trade into a freefall
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            US President Donald Trump arrived in Beijing on Wednesday for his highly anticipated summit with Chinese leader Xi Jinping at a restless moment for a world worried about war, trade and artificial intelligence.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The United States and Chinese flags are flown outside a hotel expected to be used for U.S. President Donald Trump's visit to Beijing Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            The United States and Chinese flags are flown outside a hotel expected to be used for U.S. President Donald Trump's visit to Beijing Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump walks during an arrival ceremony Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            President Donald Trump walks during an arrival ceremony Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump pauses during a welcome ceremony as he arrives on Air Force One, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            President Donald Trump pauses during a welcome ceremony as he arrives on Air Force One, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            PAUL WISEMAN and CHAN HO-HIM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- During a tumultuous 2025, the United States and China proved how much they could hurt each other in a trade war. Now Presidents Donald Trump and Xi Jinping are meeting in Beijing to repair some of the damage.
A decade of conflict between the world's two biggest economies has left U.S.-China trade greatly reduced from the boom times of the 2000s and 2010s, forcing companies to regroup. Many American firms have shifted production out of China to countries like Vietnam and India. And Chinese firms have scrambled to find new customers in Europe and Southeast Asia.
But the two countries are finding that they still need each other. "The idea of somehow China being totally independent of us and us being totally independent of China, I think, is a fiction,'' said financier Wilbur Ross, who served as U.S. Commerce secretary in Trump's first term.

    
This week's summit is primarily about keeping the economic relationship stable, with only modest policy announcements expected. A trade truce reached last October likely will be extended, while China may announce plans to buy American soybeans, beef and Boeing airplanes. U.S. officials also have teased the creation of a Board of Trade.



    
        




    




Watching closely will be American farmers who were shut out of the Chinese soybean market for most of 2025, as well as U.S. manufacturers who lost access to China's rare earth minerals they need to make everything from smartphones to fighter jets.

    
        
    
In China, manufacturer Michael Lu is hoping the Xi-Trump summit will herald more positive signs. Chances of U.S.-China commerce going back to the roaring trade of 15 years ago may be slim, but factory owners in China are expecting for at least some improvements. "The U.S. used to be a more stable market,'' said Lu, founder and CEO of gift box producer Brothersbox in the southern city of Dongguan. 

    
A freefall in U.S.-China trade
Before Trump began slapping taxes on Chinese imports in 2018, the average U.S. tariff on China stood at 3.1%. Now, even after coming down from the triple-digit levels they briefly hit last year, they are still at almost 48%, according Chad Bown of the Peterson Institute for International Economics.
In 2016, the United States did more business with China than any other country. Trade between the two countries -- exports plus imports -- accounted for more than 13% of America's trade with the rest of the world. By last year, China's share had been halved to 6.4%. Mexico and Canada had leapfrogged China to become the top two U.S. trading partners.
The problem with the pre-Trump U.S.-China trade boom was that it was so lopsided. China sold far more to the United States than it bought. The U.S. deficit in the trade of goods and services with China peaked at $377 billion in 2018. Last year, it was down to $168 billion, the lowest since 2004.
Still, China has exported so much to other markets -- Southeast Asia and Europe, in particular -- that it recorded a record global trade surplus of $1.2 trillion last year.

    
Chinese companies find workarounds
The American government's statistics probably overstate the drop in U.S.-China trade. Many Chinese companies have relocated to Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam and Thailand and now send their stuff onto the United States, dodging U.S. tariffs. The Trump administration wants to crack down on these "transshipments.''
As China sent fewer goods to the United States last year, goods imports from Southeast Asia surged -- up 42% from Vietnam, 44% from Thailand, 24% from Indonesia.
"It would be wrong to think that China is no longer relevant for the U.S. market,'' said Zongyuan Zoe Liu, senior fellow for China studies at the Council on Foreign Relations. "Chinese goods are still coming into the U.S.''
Velong Enterprises, which was founded in China's southern Guangdong province in 2002 and makes kitchen gadgets and grilling tools for Walmart and other U.S. retailers, diversified its supply chain in the years since Trump's first term in the White House in order to serve U.S. customers, including by adding production capacity in Cambodia and India.
"Most serious manufacturers did not simply 'leave China,'" said Velong CEO and founder Jacob Rothman. "Instead, they built multi-country supply chains around China."

    
Contending with erratic tariffs
The trade war with China has taken a toll on Appu Jacob Varghese, who owns Zion Foodtrucks, a small food truck manufacturer outside Colorado Springs that imports Chinese equipment for its trucks. 
"Last year,'' Varghese said, "a lot of my hair turned white.''
What tormented Varghese was the erratic way Trump imposed his taxes on Chinese imports. They changed unpredictably from week to week - and briefly shot up to a terrifying 145%. Zion Foodtrucks relied on Chinese suppliers for the cooking and fire-suppression equipment that goes into its $50,000 to $60,000 food trucks.
Zion's customers typically signed a fixed-price contract and took delivery of a brand-new food truck six weeks later. Trump's fluctuating tariffs meant the Varghese's costs were bouncing around wildly - but his contracts kept him from raising prices.

    
He managed to get through the year but he knew he needed to find suppliers outside China. These days, he gets about half his cooking equipment from Vietnam and Thailand, and the fire-fighting gear comes from U.S. and Israeli suppliers.
He speaks highly of his Chinese suppliers but doesn't expect to ever rely so heavily on them again. Given the testy relations between Washington and Beijing, he said, "it's too risky.''
Shifting away from China
A lot of U.S. companies are pulling back from China. Apple has moved some of its production of its iPhones to India. Nike has stepped up production in Vietnam.
"Trade tensions can flare up quite quickly, and that makes the U.S. firms hesitant to rely too heavily on Chinese supply," said Sarah Tan, a Singapore-based economist at Moody's Analytics whose focus includes China.
InStyler, a hair appliances company outside Los Angeles that once relied entirely on Chinese suppliers, is shifting some production to South Korea and France and is eyeing Italy, Vietnam and Mexico. CEO Dan Fugardi said trade tensions aren't behind the moves; InStyler is rolling out some more high-end products for luxury hotel clients, and "there's a little bit of panache that goes with manufacturing in France.''
Still, reducing reliance on China, he said, "doubles as an insurance plan so that we're not caught with our pants down." 
Tit-for-tat
The trade skirmishing between Beijing and Washington has extended beyond traditional tariffs and counter tariffs.
The United States has blocked shipments of the most advanced computer chips to China, and the Chinese have blasted back by periodically cutting off supplies of rare earth minerals crucial for electronics.
Last year, the Chinese limited exports of tungsten - a super strong metal used in defense, aerospace and medical device production - because it can be used by the military as well as by private industry. China controls about 80% of the world's tungsten.
China also stopped buying U.S. soybeans, delivering a well-aimed blow at Trump's supporters in rural America. After U.S.-China talks in October, the Chinese resumed the purchases. But U.S. soybean exports to China nonetheless dropped 75% in 2025.
The tit-for-tat moves showed just how much damage the United States and China can do to each other. Now there's hope that Trump and Xi can lower the temperature this week in Beijing.

"We are the No. 1 trading player. They are next in line,'' said former Commerce Secretary Ross. "We have to coexist in some way. The question is, what will be the rules of the road, and who will benefit the most from those rules.''
____
Chan reported from Hong Kong.
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    Producer prices shot up 6%, adding pressure on companies to hike prices for struggling customers
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            Residents in Tehran reacted on Tuesday to comments by U.S President Donald Trump about the ceasefire between Iran and the U.S. (AP video by: Saeed Sarmadi)
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            When the cost of nearly everything is rising, economists call it inflation. Even if paychecks also rise, inflation typically leads people feel like it's harder to make ends meet, and it often becomes a major political issue.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Customers shop in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Customers shop in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer picks up scallions for sale in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            A customer picks up scallions for sale in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apples are displayed for sale in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)]
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            Apples are displayed for sale in the produce section of a grocery store on Monday, May 11, 2026, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The per-gallon price is displayed electronically above the grades of gasoline available from a pump at an Exxon gasoline station in Litttleton, Colo., Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. wholesale inflation came in hot last month. Producer prices rose 6% from a year earlier, the highest point in more than three years, as the Iran war pushes up energy prices and intensifies pressure on companies to pass along their rising costs to consumers.
The Labor Department reported Wednesday that its producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it hits consumers -- shot up 1.4% in April, the biggest monthly gain in more than four years. 
Energy prices climbed 7.8% from March to April and 22.7% from a year earlier. Gasoline soared 15.6% from March and diesel, the dominant fuel used in shipping, jumped 12.6%.

    
        
    
Gasoline prices, which have already become painful for many Americans, rose again overnight to a national average of $4.51 per gallon, according to motor club AAA. 
Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core producer prices rose 1% from March and 5.2% from April 2025.

    
All of the numbers released Wednesday caught economists off guard and altered the dynamic at the U.S. Federal Reserve and its fight against inflation. 
Prices are rising at a time when Americans are already frustrated by the high cost of living. Affordability is likely to be a key issue when voters go to the polls Nov. 3 to determine whether President Donald Trump's Republican Party maintains control of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives.



    
        




    




"This report will set off alarm bells at the Fed and add fuel to the political conversation about affordability,'' wrote Carl Weinberg, chief economist at High Frequency Economics. "The results are so far above expectations that this update will set off alarm bells in the financial markets, too.''

    
        
    
After the United States and Israel attacked Iran on Feb. 28, Tehran closed off access to the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas passes.

    
The oil shock shows no sign of letting up. The International Energy Agency warned Wednesday that the "mounting supply losses from the Strait of Hormuz are depleting global oil inventories at a record pace.'' Since February, global oil supplies have been reduced by 12.8 million barrels a day in what the IEA called "an unprecedented supply shock.''
Wednesday's report on producer prices showed a big uptick in shipping costs. The wholesale cost of truck transportation of freight shot up more than 8% from March and air freight rose 3.6% for the month.
"Diesel fuel is also crucial for food prices, as it powers farm equipment along with commercial shipping and trucking," wrote Grace Zwemmer, US Economist at Oxford Economics. "Food prices rose by a muted 0.2% in April, much stronger than the 0.6% decline seen in March, and it's possible they will face upward pressure from higher fuel prices the longer the war persists."
Wholesale prices can offer an early look at where prices for consumers may be headed. 
Already this week, the Labor Department said that its closely watched consumer price index jumped 3.8% last month from April 2025 -- the biggest year-over-year increase in more than three years. That has begun to appear in everything from what Americans pay for air travel, both tickets and baggage fees, to soap and toothpaste. 

    
Walmart, a company famous for its intense focus on low prices, already announced rare price hikes last year as Trump's tariffs were rolled out, and the rising costs may intensify pressure to do so again. It is not alone. 
Whirlpool, which makes KitchenAid and Maytag appliances, reported this month that its revenue dropped nearly 10% in its most recent quarter and said that the war has caused a "recession-level industry decline'' that has undermined consumer confidence. It had announced a 10% price hike in April, its largest in a decade, and said another 4% price increase is coming in July. 
The cost of credit, which had been in decline, has been frozen in place. 
Before the Iran war, the Fed had been expected to cut its benchmark interest rate in 2026. But it has turned cautious as it waits to see how long the conflict lasts and whether higher energy prices spill over into other products and cause a broader inflationary outbreak.


    
Trump has attacked the Fed and its outgoing chair, Jerome Powell, for refusing to slash rates to boost the economy. Kevin Warsh, the president's hand-picked choice to succeed Powell, was confirmed by the Senate Wednesday, but it's unclear whether Warsh would pursue lower rates given the uncertainty caused by the war -- or whether he could persuade his colleagues on the Fed's rate-setting committee to go along if he tried.
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    Allegiant Air and Sun Country complete merger, creating larger budget airline for travelers




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this May 9, 2013, file photo, two Allegiant Air jets taxi at McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)]
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            In this May 9, 2013, file photo, two Allegiant Air jets taxi at McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Sun Country Airlines jet is pushed back from a gate at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in Sarasota, Fla., Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar,File)]
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            A Sun Country Airlines jet is pushed back from a gate at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in Sarasota, Fla., Friday, Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar,File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            RIO YAMAT, AP Airlines and Travel Writer

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Allegiant Air said Wednesday it has completed its purchase of Sun Country Airlines, finalizing a deal that combines two low-cost carriers at a turbulent time for the budget airline industry following the recent shutdown of rival Spirit Airlines.
Las Vegas-based Allegiant said the transaction closed after receiving required regulatory and shareholder approvals. When the deal was first announced in January, Allegiant said it was valued at about $1.5 billion, including debt.
"Today marks a defining moment in Allegiant's history as we officially join forces with Sun Country," Allegiant CEO Gregory Anderson said in a statement, adding that the new combined airline is positioned to offer broader access to affordable travel.
The deal comes as both airlines and travelers are grappling with a sharp run-up in jet fuel costs driven by the war in the Middle East, a jump that is already showing up in higher fares and fees across the industry. That increase is hitting low-cost airlines especially hard, since they have less room to absorb rising costs.

    
The pressure was especially acute for Spirit Airlines. The ultra low-cost carrier shut down after 34 years May 2, its collapse accelerated by the sharp rise in fuel costs following years of financial strain, including heavy debt, repeated restructuring efforts and ongoing cash-flow problems.



    
        




    




Against that backdrop, Allegiant and Sun Country say their tie-up gives them more ways to generate revenue. Along with passenger flights, Sun Country brings into the fold cargo flying for Amazon, as well as charter trips for sports teams, casinos and the U.S. Department of Defense,.

    
        
    
Allegiant says the expanded network is also expected to give travelers more options, especially in smaller and mid-sized markets, with about 195 aircraft serving nearly 175 cities and more than 650 routes. 
For now, travelers shouldn't expect any changes. Both airlines will continue to operate separately, and customers can keep booking, checking in and managing trips just as they do today.


    
Allegiant said it will take time to bring the two airlines together. Over the long term, the combined company is expected to operate under the Allegiant name and remain headquartered in Las Vegas, while adding new options and connections across its broader network.
Minneapolis-St. Paul, where Sun Country is based, will remain an important hub for the airline.
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    Ancient teeth hint at canoodling between early human relatives




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Zhoukoudian archaeological site in eastern China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Zhoukoudian archaeological site in eastern China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Sunjiadong archaeological site in China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Sunjiadong archaeological site in China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Sunjiadong archaeological site in China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Sunjiadong archaeological site in China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Hexian archaeological site in eastern China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences shows an ancient tooth found at the Hexian archaeological site in eastern China. (Kai Zhou/Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An analysis of ancient teeth is giving scientists a rare peek into interactions between human relatives hundreds of thousands of years ago that have left a lasting imprint on our species.
A new study reveals genetic clues about a human ancestor called Homo erectus. H. erectus arose in Africa about 2 million years ago and spread to other parts of the globe, including Asia and possibly Europe.
Scientists have found remains from this early human in countries including Indonesia, Spain, China and Georgia. But genes and proteins don't preserve well so information about the early humans' internal makeup has proved elusive.
In a new work, researchers siphoned ancient enamel proteins from H. erectus teeth belonging to five men and one woman that were recovered across several locations in China to learn how these early humans may have mingled.

    
The 400,000-year-old teeth all had two key mutations in a protein found in tooth enamel. One mutation hasn't been observed before and could be a unique calling card belonging to East Asian members of H. erectus.
The second, though, was more complex. Scientists identified a variant that's also present in a small fraction of modern humans -- as well as one of our extinct cousins called Denisovans. 



    
        




    




That told scientists that H. erectus could have mated with and passed their genes to Denisovans in the past. But how did it get to us? Scientists think that may have happened later when our ancestors intermingled with Denisovans.

    
        
    
"This traces who we are now back to our ancestors in a really cool and exciting way, using new methods," said paleoanthropologist Ryan McRae with the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, who was not involved with the new research.
The exact relationships between all these early human relatives are still a bit murky. It could be that H. erectus is actually just an ancestor to the Denisovans, who inherited those genes over time, McRae said.

    
It's a tough puzzle to detangle with extremely limited data. Finding more fossils and testing the limited evidence for remnants of DNA can help firm up the human evolutionary story.
"We really need to get more DNA" and bits of H. erectus to figure out how this predecessor "is exactly related to other humans," said study author Qiaomei Fu with the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology in China.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    NASA's Psyche spacecraft buzzing Mars on its way to a rare metal asteroid




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by the NASA/JPL-Caltech/ASU from the Psyche mission spacecraft shows Mars on Sunday, May 3, 2026.]



        

        
        
            
                    This image provided by the NASA/JPL-Caltech/ASU from the Psyche mission spacecraft shows Mars on Sunday, May 3, 2026.
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A NASA spacecraft chasing a rare metal asteroid swings past Mars this week for a gravity boost, snapping thousands of pictures as practice for the main encounter in 2029.
Named Psyche like the asteroid it's after, the robotic explorer will slingshot past the red planet at 12,333 mph (19,848 kph) on Friday.
It will be an especially close flyby, with Psyche passing within 2,800 miles (4,500 kilometers) of Mars, equivalent to the distance between the U.S. east and west coasts. Then it will barrel toward the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter that is home to its enticing target.
All of the spacecraft's science instruments will be on for the Mars pass. NASA's two Mars rovers along with a small fleet of U.S. and European orbiters will make surface and atmospheric observations at the same time for comparison.

    
Psyche's cameras already are photographing Mars, appearing as a crescent on approach and a nearly full sphere once it's in the rearview mirror. The different views will serve double duty, allowing operators to fine-tune their instruments while providing "just plain beautiful photos," Arizona State University's Jim Bell, the imaging team leader, said in a statement.



    
        




    




While the asteroid belt is swarming with millions of objects, most are made of rock or ice. Only a small percentage are thought to be metal-rich like Psyche, a potato-shaped asteroid roughly 173 miles long and 144 miles wide (278 kilometers by 232 kilometers).

    
        
    
Scientists suspect the asteroid may be the exposed nickel and iron core of a fledgling planet that was stripped down by cosmic collisions. Studying such an object up close can yield information about the dawn of our solar system 4.6 billion years ago, and why and how Earth spawned life.
Launched in 2023, the spacecraft is midway through its six-year roundabout journey to Psyche in the outer fringes of the asteroid belt, three times farther from the sun than Earth. It should arrive in 2029, slipping into orbit around the asteroid for two years of study. The van-sized spacecraft runs on solar electric propulsion, using xenon gas thrusters.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Surgen nuevas pistas del homo erectus a partir del estudio de dientes fosilizados




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Zhoukoudian, en el este de China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)]
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            Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Zhoukoudian, en el este de China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Sunjiadong, en China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)]
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            Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Sunjiadong, en China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Hexian, en el este de China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)]
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            Esta imagen sin fecha, proporcionada por el Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia de la Academia China de Ciencias, muestra un diente antiguo hallado en el yacimiento arqueologico de Hexian, en el este de China. (Kai Zhou/Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia, Academia China de Ciencias via AP)
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- Un analisis de dientes antiguos les esta dando a los cientificos una mirada poco comun a las interacciones entre parientes humanos de hace cientos de miles de anos que han dejado una huella duradera en nuestra especie.
Un nuevo estudio revela pistas geneticas sobre un ancestro humano llamado Homo erectus, el cual surgio en Africa hace unos 2 millones de anos y se extendio a otras partes del mundo, incluida Asia y posiblemente Europa.
Los cientificos han encontrado restos de este humano temprano en varios paises, entre ellos Indonesia, Espana, China y Georgia. Pero los genes y las proteinas no se conservan bien, por lo que la informacion sobre la composicion interna de esos humanos tempranos ha resultado dificil de obtener.
En un nuevo trabajo, los investigadores extrajeron proteinas antiguas del esmalte de dientes de H. erectus pertenecientes a cinco hombres y una mujer, recuperados en varios lugares de China, para conocer como pudieron haberse mezclado estos humanos tempranos.

    
Los dientes, de 400.000 anos de antiguedad, tenian dos mutaciones clave en una proteina presente en el esmalte dental. Una mutacion no se habia observado antes y podria ser una sena de identidad unica de los miembros de H. erectus del este de Asia.



    
        




    




La segunda, sin embargo, era mas compleja. Los cientificos identificaron una variante que tambien esta presente en una pequena fraccion de los humanos modernos, asi como en los denisovanos, unos de nuestros primos extintos.

    
        
    
Eso les indico a los cientificos que el H. erectus podria haberse apareado con los denisovanos y haberles transmitido sus genes en el pasado. Pero, ?como llego hasta nosotros?. Los cientificos creen que eso podria haber ocurrido mas tarde, cuando nuestros antepasados se mezclaron con los denisovanos.
"Esto nos permite rastrear quienes somos ahora hasta nuestros antepasados de una manera realmente fascinante y emocionante, utilizando nuevos metodos", expreso el paleoantropologo Ryan McRae, del Museo Nacional de Historia Natural del Smithsonian, quien no participo en la nueva investigacion.

    
Las relaciones exactas entre todos estos parientes humanos tempranos siguen siendo un poco confusas. Podria ser que el H. erectus sea en realidad solo un ancestro de los denisovanos, quienes con el tiempo heredaron esos genes, senalo McRae.
Es un rompecabezas dificil de desentranar con datos extremadamente limitados. El encontrar mas fosiles y analizar la evidencia limitada en busca de restos de ADN puede ayudar a consolidar la historia de la evolucion humana.
"Realmente necesitamos obtener mas ADN" y fragmentos del H. erectus para averiguar como este predecesor "se relaciona exactamente con otros humanos", sostuvo la autora del estudio, Qiaomei Fu, del Instituto de Paleontologia de Vertebrados y Paleoantropologia en China. 
___

El Departamento de Salud y Ciencia de The Associated Press recibe apoyo del Departamento de Educacion Cientifica del Instituto Medico Howard Hughes y de la Fundacion Robert Wood Johnson. La AP es la unica responsable de todo el contenido.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/homo-erectus-denisovanos-dientes-092c2aaf74dc4ba6bd384330250f1649



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals
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            On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for a group of teenagers. Some dressed as cats and foxes, perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers. It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. (AP video shot by: Cristian Kovadloff)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            ALMUDENA CALATRAVA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for an unusual group of teenagers.
Sofia, wearing a lifelike beagle mask, ran across the grass on all fours. Nearby, 15-year-old Aguara leapt through the air, clearing an obstacle course while imitating the precise movements of a Belgian breed dog. Others dressed as cats and foxes perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. The trend has taken over Argentine social media over the past few months, gaining traction on platforms like TikTok, where the hashtag #therian has surpassed 2 million posts, with Argentina leading all other Latin American countries in engagement. The surge has drawn the attention of influencers and media outlets alike, sparking reactions that range from laughter and bewilderment to outright anger.
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
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[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Picture this: A raffle offers a Picasso for 100 euros to fund Alzheimer's research
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
52

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    





    
And as the movement gains traction, psychologists are stepping in to analyze the phenomenon and its place in public discourse.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aguara, who claims to identify as a Belgian Malinois and counts her age as the equivalent of two years and two months in dog years, says she's a lot like any other teenager.
"I wake up like a normal person and live my life like a normal person," she said. "I simply have moments when I like being a dog."

    
        
    
As the leader of what she calls her "pack," Aguara -- the name she identifies with -- boasts more than 125,000 followers on TikTok and coordinates regular meetups around the Argentine capital.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aru, a 16-year-old who wore a seal mask to the park meetup, said she considers herself part of the "otherpaw" branch of therians: individuals who wear masks and tails or move on all fours just for fun. "It's not necessarily about identifying as an animal," she said. 

    
She reckons the therian trend took off in Argentina because of the country's "fairly free" environment. For other young Argentines, the movement has provided a vital community where they can feel truly accepted.
Should parents be worried?
Debora Pedace, a psychologist and director of the Integral Therapeutic Center in Buenos Aires, acknowledged that the phenomenon generates a complex mix of confusion, laughter and even anger.

"From a psychological standpoint, this is a symbolic identification with an animal," Pedace said. "It becomes pathological or alarming only when it turns into a deeply rooted belief and the person fully assumes the role of an animal, potentially leading to self-harm or hurting others."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    Nipper, stay! The future of a beloved dog statue on a New York warehouse is up in the air
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            The 28-foot statue of the famous RCA dog listening to a phonograph has become a local icon in Albany. And the mayor is working to add Nipper to a list of the city's landmarks. (AP Video: Michael Hill, Ted Shaffrey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop a building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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            A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop a building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop a building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)]
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[image: A giant statue of Nipper the dog sits atop of building in the warehouse district in Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, April 21, 2026.(AP Photo/Michael Hill)]
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            MICHAEL HILL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- Albany loves its giant dog statue. 
Nipper, a 28-foot (9-meter) tall white dog with black ears has sat conspicuously atop a warehouse for almost seven decades -- recreating the famous image of a terrier listening attentively to a phonograph that was long used by electronics and communications company RCA. 
Over time, the statue has grown into a source of local pride around this city on the Hudson River. Parents point it out to their kids from the highway. Nipper's image, with his head cocked to one side, appears on items like key chains, ball caps and hoodies.
"When I think of Nipper, I think of Albany. When I think of Albany, I think of Nipper," said Cody Hitt, who was out with friends recently at a bar right by the statue.
Now that pride is tempered with concern for Nipper's future. After years of litigation, the unused four-story warehouse on which Nipper sits was recently marked by a red placard with white slash -- a warning to firefighters and other first responders to use caution when entering. 
"It's definitely not a good thing for Nipper. He is attached to that building, so if something happens to it, it's going to be kind of hard to take him off," said Cara Macri, director of preservation services for the Historic Albany Foundation. 

    
The history of Nipper
The flesh-and-blood Nipper lived in late 19th century England and earned his name after trying to bite people's ankles. His owner's brother, Francis Barraud, immortalized the dog posthumously in the painting "His Master's Voice," which shows Nipper intrigued by the recorded sound coming from a phonograph horn. 
The Gramophone Company in London purchased a version of the image in 1899 and it was registered soon after for use in the United States. The "His Master's Voice" trademark was acquired in 1929 by the company that became RCA.
Albany's Nipper, with a composite body over a steel frame, was placed by a crane atop the building in the late 1950s to advertise the location of an RCA appliance distributor.


There were many Nipper statues made during his heyday, including a 1958 Nipper statue now at the Maryland Center for History and Culture in Baltimore that's 14 feet (4 meters) high and paired with a larger-than-life phonograph. 

    
        
    
But Albany's is bigger. It stands out in a skyline otherwise notable for a modernist state government complex adjacent to the state Capitol, which features a 44-story office tower and theater shaped like a giant egg. 

    
The beloved dog appears on socks, caps, stickers and shot glasses for sale downtown at the Fort Orange General Store, where store owner Erica Cubello said the items are bestsellers. 
"He is kind of like our unofficial mascot here at Fort Orange, as well as the city of Albany," said Cubello, who was wearing a Nipper hoodie.

    
The dog statue in Albany
Nipper still looks fresh after all these years. But the building below him has sat unused for at least a decade, with paint chipped off the front exterior.
Nothing ever became of plans announced a decade ago to develop apartments and retail space in the newly purchased building. Foreclosure litigation has been going on for years and city tax documents show an attorney acting as a receiver.
Lawyers involved in the litigation didn't immediately respond to calls for comment.
By 2024, the Historic Albany Foundation put the building on its list of places in peril. In March, the city put the red-and-white caution placard up on the building's entrance. Times-Union columnist Chris Churchill soon after sounded the alarm in a piece headlined: "Nipper has our love, but needs more protection."

Albany Mayor Dorcey Applyrs' office said she is working to add Nipper to the city's list of historic landmarks, which could help protect the dog and the building from damaging changes. Separately, a state board last month nominated the warehouse district that includes Nipper's building for state and national historic registers. That would make the building eligible for state and federal historic preservation tax credits.
There is no serious talk of moving Nipper from his forever home, which would be logistically challenging and expensive. 
Besides, where would the roughly four ton (3,600 kilogram) statue go?
"There's a whole redevelopment downtown. You could put him there. You could put him on the riverfront," Macri said. "But he's a big dog." 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nipper-dog-statue-albany-new-york-69a5ca4ec514f837626475b5d5264c1d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    1 million bees make for bumper-to-buzzer traffic on a Tennessee highway ramp




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, beekeepers work to contain a swarm of bees that escaped from a crashed truck on Interstate 40 in Knoxville, Tenn., on Friday, April 17, 2026. (TDOT via AP)]
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                                        KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Travelers on an East Tennessee interstate were forced to brake for workers -- and drones, perhaps even a queen -- when a truck carrying about 1 million bees crashed Friday.
The swarm shut down an exit of Interstate 40 in Knoxville, said Mark Nagi, Tennessee Department of Transportation regional spokesperson. There were no injuries, he said.
"The ramp from I-40 East to Henley Street is back open but the truck is destroyed and the bees are... well... buzzing," Nagi posted, along with a photo of a person in beekeeper garb. "Unless you are dressed in this outfit please stay in your vehicles in this area." 
Later Friday, Nagi confirmed that all of the bees had been moved from the area and the truck was removed. 
What could not be as easily quelled were the puns.
"So, this is the buzz around town?" U.S. Rep. Tim Burchett wrote on social media. "This stuff just writes itself."

The Virginia Department of Transportation commiserated on social media. Its northern division reminisced about a 2018 crash that similarly released a swarm of bees on Interstate 495, prompting the advice, "Please roll up your windows."
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    Hot dogs and steaks and bacon, oh my! Meat raffles keep a beloved Midwest tradition alive




                    

                

            
    
        
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    


        
            
                
                    Meat raffles have been a fixture in bars and American Legion posts in the state for decades, but rising costs and fixed prize limits have put the squeeze on charitable organizations which rely on the fundraisers. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            STEVE KARNOWSKI and MARK VANCLEAVE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WACONIA, Minn. (AP) -- In these polarizing times, Minnesotans have found something they can agree on -- the thrill of a meat raffle.
Meat raffles have been popular in pockets of the U.S. for decades, offering a fun way to raise money for charities while handing out prizes ranging from ground beef and hot dogs to chicken breasts and steaks. But while inflation has surged and meat prices have soared, Minnesota's $70 per-event prize limit hasn't changed in nearly 40 years. 
The deeply divided Minnesota Legislature hasn't been able to agree on much this year, but it's almost a sure bet to respond by upping the cap to $200. That will allow charities to offer more and bigger grill packs, and thicker, fancier steaks, while funding local youth sports teams and other causes. And it will ensure that the state's beloved if quirky tradition of gambling for meat products will remain viable.

    
"This is probably the best feel-good bill that we have going on in the Legislature right now," said Republican Rep. Jim Nash, lead House author of the meat raffle legislation.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Andrea "Mama" Avaloz holds up the package of fajita meat, beef sticks and pork chops that she won in a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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Even with the lower prize limit, Andrea "Mama" Avaloz scored with a $2 bet. Game organizers spun a wheel and landed on her number 5, making her a winner of the American Legion Post 150 in the lakeside town of Waconia, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) west of Minneapolis.



    
        




    




"So I have a little fajita meat. We are set to go!" Avaloz said as she picked up her plastic-wrapped prize. "Beef sticks! Love them!"

    
        
    
Moments later she realized there was a surprise hidden beneath her beef and sausages.
"Oh my God, I have pork chops!" she exclaimed. "I picked a good one! I'm so excited!"
Meat raffles originated during World War II as a response to wartime rationing in the United Kingdom. They spread to Canada, Australia and New Zealand, and eventually migrated to Minnesota, Wisconsin, western New York and a few other states.

    
Nash, who represents Waconia, said he expects a vote in the House next week to expand the prize cap and approval soon after in the Senate.
"It's an opportunity for bipartisanship," he said. "It's an opportunity to do good things."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteer John Sartwell announces the winning numbers during a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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The service organizations that run meat raffles and other charitable gambling in Minnesota put the proceeds back into their communities. The bars and restaurants that host them benefit from bigger crowds that buy more burgers and beer. 
Joe Gifford, commander of Post 150, which was founded in 1920, said those sales mean even more money to support Legion baseball and softball teams, and to maintain veterans' monuments.
"Every dollar we raise here, after we pay our bills, actually goes right back into all those different services for community, veterans, and active duty military," Gifford said. "And the meat raffle is a part of that. It's one of the instruments where we actually draw crowds in on a Friday."
In Minneapolis, meat raffles are held each Friday night in the 1029 Bar, a spot often patronized by police officers. Behind the bar there's a squad car door hanging that's riddled with bullet holes.


    
Roberta Rodriguez, site manager for the Northeast Minneapolis Lions Club, runs the charitable gambling operation at the bar, which like Post 150 also includes other games, like bingo and pull-tabs. 
"We have a lot customers that come every week," Rodriguez said. "So they get to know each other, they tease each other when someone wins too much."
Ashley Burris hadn't heard of meat raffles until she moved to Minnesota from Virginia. Now she seeks out bars that offer them.
"It's kinda my vibe," she said during a break in the action. 
Burris said she hadn't heard of the legislation -- or the idea that prizes might be too small. She was focused more on the fun.
"It's never crossed my mind -- although you can never have too much rib-eye," she said.
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    How 2 men claimed an absurd record by driving an old 3-wheel car the length of Africa




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Jenks poses with the Reliant Robin called "Sheila the three-wheeler" he and Seth Scott drove from London to Cape Town in a bid to break a Guinness World Record for being the first to do the journey in a three-wheeled car in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, March 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Oliver Jenks poses with the Reliant Robin called "Sheila the three-wheeler" he and Seth Scott drove from London to Cape Town in a bid to break a Guinness World Record for being the first to do the journey in a three-wheeled car in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, March 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Oliver Jenks poses with the Reliant Robin called "Sheila the three-wheeler" he and Seth Scott drove from London to Cape Town in a bid to break a Guinness World Record for being the first to do the journey in a three-wheeled car in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, March 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Oliver Jenks poses with the Reliant Robin called "Sheila the three-wheeler" he and Seth Scott drove from London to Cape Town in a bid to break a Guinness World Record for being the first to do the journey in a three-wheeled car in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, March 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Nardus Engelbrecht)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            GERALD IMRAY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) -- Englishman Ollie Jenks remembers when his friend first pitched the idea to him.
"It was so ridiculous I couldn't say no," Jenks said.
The proposal by his Canadian buddy Seth Scott, a fellow lover of cars and crazy adventures, was for them to drive a decades-old British-made Reliant Robin car from London to the southern tip of Africa -- a 14,000-mile (22,500-kilometer) journey through 22 countries -- to set a record for the longest trip in a three-wheeled vehicle.
Reliant Robins have cultlike status in the U.K. as humble three-wheelers that, in Jenks' words, were designed to go to the shops and back in 1970s Britain. They went out of production in the early 2000s but remain loved in British culture, especially after a Reliant appeared as the Trotter brothers' trusty but battered yellow van in the hugely popular sitcom "Only Fools and Horses."
Yet you couldn't find a less suitable vehicle to take thousands of miles through tropical jungles, mountain ranges and deserts down the west side of Africa. And that's precisely why Jenks went for the absurd plan.

    
Sheila the three-wheeler
Sheila, the silver three-wheeler -- one of the last Reliant Robins to be built -- was acquired specifically for the adventure. Jenks and Scott set off in October with a can of fuel and a few essential supplies strapped to Sheila's small roof, and a large amount of blind hope that they would somehow make it to Cape Town, South Africa, near the bottom of the world.
"No power steering, no air con, and it doesn't do well up hills or down them. It is the most unsuitable car for probably any journey," Jenks said in an unkind assessment of Sheila's abilities. "We made friends with the designer of this car, and he's scared to take it any more than 20 miles."
Jenks and Scott ignored all the advice and took Sheila on the epic journey over four-and-a-half months that cost in the region of $40,000 to $50,000, Jenks said. They had help from sponsors and crowd funding, and documented the journey on an Instagram page that pulled in nearly 100,000 followers under the title: "14,000 miles, 3 wheels, 0 common sense."



    
        




    




Attempted coups and airstrikes
They arrived in Benin during an attempted coup. They skirted through northern Nigeria as the U.S. launched airstrikes on Islamic State targets. They were given a military escort for about 300 miles (480 kilometers) through a region of separatist violence in Cameroon.
"Imagine this car in a military convoy," Jenks said.
And there were many brushes with traffic-related danger, including when an overtaking bus almost flattened Sheila against a cliff face in Congo.
True to form that Reliants are sometimes not so reliable, there were also countless breakdowns on the punishing roads.

    
        
    
Sheila needed her wheel springs replaced in the first two weeks. The gearbox broke in Ghana, leaving them with only fourth gear. In Cameroon, there were clutch and distributor problems and then the big one: the engine blew up.

    
Through all the technical problems, the kindness of strangers and the intrepidness of Jenks and Scott kept them going. One man got a new gearbox shipped to Ghana. Reliant enthusiasts in the U.K. helped find a new engine to send to Cameroon.
After one breakdown, people helped load Sheila onto a cattle truck so she could be taken to a garage. Mechanics across the continent screwed, hammered and welded Sheila to keep her together, sometimes shaking their heads at the madness of it all.

    
Where no Reliant Robin has gone before
But there were also majestic moments, the kind that Jenks and Scott had envisioned to make it all worth it. 
Sheila cruised through stunning mountain ranges and vast deserts -- where surely no Reliant Robin has gone before. She went on safari, driving alongside galloping giraffes, spotting endangered rhinos, and posing for a picture next to a giant elephant.
More than 120 days after setting off, she rattled into Cape Town last month on an engine that began badly overheating in the Namibian desert and had been touch and go for about 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers).
"This is a great underdog story," said Graeme Hurst, a South African car lover who followed them on Instagram and came to see Sheila. "I see the farcical kind of comical nature of it ... but also the sheer admiration. I mean, they have utter tenacity."

    
In South Africa, Sheila was put on temporary display in a showroom for high-end cars and was the center of attention ahead of the glittering Porsches and Mercedes, showing off her broken side window, her gas-stained windshield, her bent tire rims, and her countless dents and scratches.

She will rest now and be given the thorough service she deserves, Jenks said. Eventually, she'll be driven to Kenya, put on a ship to Turkey, then make one last trip back to the U.K. to find a home at the London Transport Museum.
Jenks said he felt triumphant after reaching Cape Town, but relieved to have survived and finally be out of the tiny two-seater.
"It was like driving a motorized coffin," he said. 
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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    Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrates her 69th birthday at Berlin Zoo
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            The world's oldest gorilla living in captivity has celebrated her 69th birthday. Fatou spent Monday munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo (AP video shot by Fanny Brodersen).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, arrives at its enclosure to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Fatou, according to the Zoo with 69 years the older Gorilla in the world, arrives in its enclosure to celebrate its birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrated her 69th birthday with a feast Monday, munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo.
But no birthday cake, because sugar isn't healthy for the aging primate.
Fatou, a western lowland gorilla, arrived in what was then West Berlin in 1959. She was believed to be about 2 years old at the time, though her exact birth date isn't known -- April 13 is her designated birthday. Gorillas can live for around 35-40 years in the wild and longer in captivity.
Fatou became the zoo's oldest resident in 2024, following the death of Ingo the flamingo. The bird was believed to be at least 75 and had lived at the zoo since 1955.
Fatou was likely born in the wild in western Africa, but the story goes that a French sailor took her out of Africa and bartered her to cover his bar tab in Marseille, France, according to the Guinness World Records. A French animal trader then reportedly sold her to the zoo.


    
These days, Fatou lives in an enclosure of her own and prefers to keep her distance from the zoo's other gorillas in her old age. She's lost her teeth and she suffers from a touch of arthritis and hearing loss.


But Christian Aust, the Berlin Zoo's primate supervisor, said that she's friendly with the zookeepers, if still a bit stubborn.
At 69 years old, she's earned it. Alles Gute zum Geburtstag, Fatou.
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                    Health

    The condition PCOS is now called PMOS. What to know about the name change and what it means for care




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A technician draws blood at a women's clinic in Jackson, Miss., on Dec. 17, 2021. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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                                        A hormonal condition affecting 1 in 8 women around the world just got a new name in hopes of improving care. It Is now called polyendocrine metabolic ovarian syndrome instead of polycystic ovary syndrome.
Researchers and supporters of the change said the old name, often shortened to PCOS, is inaccurate. It reduced a complex hormonal or endocrine disorder to a misunderstanding about cysts and a focus on ovaries, contributing to missed diagnoses and inadequate treatment, said the Endocrine Society, a global group of physicians and scientists.
"The thought behind that is that one, there's no cysts in the ovary, so it's very confusing," said Dr. Melanie Cree, one of the authors of the Lancet article and a pediatric endocrinology expert at the University of Colorado Anschutz. "The hope was that with a more comprehensive and accurate name change, that it would start to enable and push better care."
The name change - made after 14 years of collaboration between experts and patients - was published in The Lancet on Tuesday.

    
Now PCOS is called PMOS
The condition is characterized by fluctuations in hormones that can affect weight, metabolic and mental health, the reproductive system and the skin.
It is associated with metabolic syndrome, a group of health conditions that increases your risk of Type 2 diabetes, heart disease and stroke, Dr. Sarah Hutto with the University of Minnesota Medical School said in an online article put out by the university.
No one knows exactly what causes the condition, but there's evidence that genetics and obesity play roles, according to the Cleveland Clinic.



    
        

    


    
    




    
        


        
        
        

            

                                  

                        
                            More from Be Well 

    

                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        

    

    



    

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




What are the symptoms of PMOS?
Symptoms vary, which can make it tough for doctors to diagnose.
It is associated with irregular menstrual cycles and excess production of a group of hormones known as androgens, which can cause acne and hair growth or thinning. It may also cause follicles on the ovaries, although not abnormal cysts. But not all of these findings are required for the diagnosis.
To make the diagnosis in teens, Cree said, the patient has to have both irregular periods and signs of high androgens. This can include high blood levels of the hormones or symptoms such as severe acne or chest hair.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


PMOS is associated with infertility problems
Cleveland Clinic experts say it is the most common cause of female infertility, because not ovulating frequently can result in not being able to conceive.
Having the condition may also increase your risk of certain pregnancy complications, such as gestational diabetes or preterm birth. Still, most people with the condition can successfully carry a pregnancy.

    
        
    
How PMOS can be treated
Cree says the No. 1 treatment is lifestyle changes, such as eating less processed food, exercising and getting a good night's sleep.
"We're not trying to be judgmental. There is science to back this up," she said. "So in PMOS, there is too much of the hormone insulin in many women, and that insulin confuses the ovary to make too much testosterone. And it's the high testosterone that is causing all the symptoms."
Other treatments include insulin-sensitizing medicines such as Metformin, medications that block androgens and hormonal birth control. 
But Hutto stresses that management of the condition should be individualized to address specific symptoms and concerns. For example, those who plan to get pregnant may want to focus on fertility treatments while others may be more interested in options like hormonal birth control.

    
How will the name change help?
Researchers and doctors are spreading the word about the name change to their peers at meetings and through medical societies and other means. They hope it raises awareness about the reality of the condition and how they can best help patients.
"I'm very excited about the name change," Cree said, "as are the majority of my colleagues."
-------

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    One Tech Tip: Why digital devices and online accounts need spring cleaning




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- In this March 21, 2016, file photo members of the media and invited guests take a look at the new iPhone SE during an event at Apple headquarters in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, file)]
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                                        If the spring season has brought an urge to scrub your living space from top to bottom, why not clear out the digital detritus cluttering your electronic devices and online accounts at the same time? 
Carrying out the digital equivalent of spring cleaning a home isn't just an opportunity to tidy up our online lives. Eliminating dust bunnies like dormant accounts and forgotten files can help protect personal data, according to cybersecurity experts.
"Clutter is fuel for scammers. Old accounts, exposed data and forgotten apps give them more ways in," Michael Sherwood, a product vice president at cybersecurity firm Malwarebytes, said. "Cleaning up your digital life is one of the simplest ways to shrink your attack surface in a threat landscape that's getting smarter, faster, and more automated."
Here is a digital spring cleaning checklist: 

    
Free up storage space 
Does it seem like your phone or laptop is always running out of storage space? All those photos, videos and other big files that we share or download add up over time.
Running out of internal storage can slow down devices or prevent them from downloading essential operating system updates. Personal gadgets usually come with built-in tools that instruct users on how to free up space.
On iPhones, go to your settings menu, then General, and then iPhone Storage, where you'll see how much storage is left and which apps and files are eating up the most space. On Android devices, the Storage tab in settings provides a similar breakdown, with options to free up space manually or automatically.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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Windows and Mac computers have similar dashboards and controls in their settings menus to identify the biggest hoggers of storage space. 
Archive important files by copying them to an external drive, cloud storage or both, and then delete them from the device. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Declutter your inbox 
Your inbox is probably a mess: notifications and reminders, receipts, newsletters, tickets, bank and credit card statements and security warnings, many of them left unread. You might have a few personal missives you want to keep along with spam to purge. 
Culling the clutter can help boost productivity and focus, and there are tricks to make the process less tedious and time-consuming. 
Sort or filter your inbox by size to float the biggest messages -- usually those with oversized file attachments -- to the top for deletion. Do the same by sender or date so you can delete old and unneeded emails, or big batches from prolific senders. 
Now might also be a good time to unsubscribe from any mailing lists or newsletters you don't read anymore. 

    
        
    
App check 
Another way to free up space is to go through the apps on your phone and delete the ones you no longer use. 
But don't stop there. If any of those apps required you to sign up for an account, don't forget to log in and delete the account as well. Otherwise, any details you provided will remain on file and vulnerable to hackers. 
"Every dormant account is an open door. Scammers actively target abandoned logins because no one's watching," Sherwood said. 

    
Update apps and software 
Make sure the apps you're keeping are the latest version by checking for app store updates. Same goes for the operating systems on your phone and computer. Check for the latest software updates and patches for the best performance and security. 

    
Social media review 
Cybersecurity experts advise taking the time to audit your digital footprint to see how exposed you are on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, LinkedIn and other social media platforms. 
The idea is to "review what personal info is out there and limit what apps and services can access," Sherwood said. 
You should check the privacy settings for each account and even consider deleting older posts. 
"Limiting what personal information is publicly available helps to reduce the risk of falling victim to cyberattacks such as phishing and identity theft," said Chad Thunberg, chief information security officer at cybersecurity company Yubico. 

    
Third parties 
Has a website ever suggested logging in with your Facebook or Apple account? Did your smart thermostat or doorbell camera request access to your Google account? 
It's worth checking which third-party apps and services have access to your accounts. Removing unneeded ones is another way to tighten up your online privacy.
When I checked my Google account's "Third-party apps & services" tab, I found only three and still need them. 
My Facebook settings revealed 18 connected apps and services, though all but one were expired. I removed the remaining active connection, for a photobook service I don't remember ever using but still had access to my name and profile photo. 
Get a better key
Tighten up security with review of your password practices. 
Make sure you've got multi-factor authentication turned on for your accounts, if you haven't done it already. 
Better yet, get a passkey. It's a "modern login standard" that offers much better security than a traditional password, Thunberg said. Passkeys are two parts of a code that only make sense when combined, kind of like a digital key and padlock. A growing number of online services and platforms now support passkeys, including Google, Amazon, Facebook and eBay. 

    
Passkeys need to be authenticated with your fingerprint, face scan or PIN, which means "they cannot be faked, intercepted or replicated by AI-based attacks," Thunberg said. 
You'll need a password manager to store your passkeys if you're not already using one. Apple, Google and Samsung include their own password manager apps on phones, but there are third-party options from 1Password, BitWarden, Nordpass and many others. 
Even if you haven't started using passkeys, you should still use a password manager to keep track of all your login credentials. Best practice is to use a different password for each account so that if hackers break into one service and steal your password, it won't work anywhere else. But it's impossible to memorize them all. 

"A password manager not only generates strong, unique passwords for each account, but also ensures users never have to remember them all," Thunberg said. 
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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    Adults relive the musical camaraderie of their youth at band camps reprised for grown-ups




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows conductor Debbi Gibson leading a band rehearsal at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows conductor Debbi Gibson leading a band rehearsal at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows a brass ensemble performing at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows a brass ensemble performing at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows musicians rehearsing at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows musicians rehearsing at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows saxophonist Shelley Brass rehearsing with fellow band members at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Russ Grazier shows saxophonist Shelley Brass rehearsing with fellow band members at the New England Adult Music Camp in Sidney, Maine, in August 2025. (Russ Grazier via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            KATHY McCORMACK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- As a high school student in the 1970s, Lori Guess looked forward to packing up her oboe for a summer music camp in Sidney, Maine. The lakeside location and loon calls appealed to her, and it was a chance to connect with kindred spirits.
Decades later, she's still going to camp there. A separate band program was created for adults in 2013, where she felt encouraged to take up another instrument: trumpet.
"I was thrilled because I love this place," said Guess, 71, of Baltimore, a retired lawyer for the U.S. Department of Defense who plans to return to the New England Adult Music Camp in August. "It is serene, beautiful, a perfect setting. And it's not all that different from what it was 50-some years ago."
Whether they are looking to make friends, improve their skills or just take some time out for themselves after sending their own kids to camp and college, adults can find a variety of summer music programs across the United States, ranging from electronic, folk, rock 'n' roll and jazz to chamber and opera.

    
For many campers, it offers a way to relive the nostalgic musical experiences of their youth and make new social connections.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"Emotionally, making music is good for the soul," said Carole Lieberman, a California-based forensic psychiatrist who has played multiple instruments herself. "It makes you feel creative, allows you to provide the music you like for yourself and can boost your spirits."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


"Cognitively, research demonstrates that learning to play a musical instrument and playing it helps your brain make better neurological connections," she added. "It can help to ward off dementia."

    
        
    
For Guess, playing music is about being "in that zone" with other musicians.
"When you're playing music together, you rise above all the pettiness of life," she said. "And it's just the most spiritual thing I can think of."

    
A camp for every playing level
The camps cover a range of playing abilities. Some listings specifying beginner, intermediate and advanced levels can be found in camp guides put out by organizations such Musical America Worldwide and The Instrumentalist.
The Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan, where Guess attended band camp in middle school, branched out to offer a variety of summer musical programs for adults, including a weeklong Symphonic Band Camp for experienced players in August.
In Walla Walla, Washington, the Midsummer Musical Retreat has grown to include multiple performance groups, large and small, for varying levels since it began in 1983.

    
        
    
Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, hosts the Band Camp for Adult Musicians, where players at an intermediate level and beyond are coached by retired military members and college professors.
The camp's founder was inspired by his kids' experience at band camp, director Leigh Hurtz said. 
Now in its 37th season, many players are retired and have attended the camp together for years. Some have come with their children and grandchildren.
"They were lawyers or doctors, or working full-time, mothers," Hurtz said. "There are also people who sold their tuba for a couch in college so they could have a couch, and 20 years later, it's like, 'I need a tuba again!'"

    
In addition to putting on concerts, the camps have their own traditions. At the one in Pennsylvania, everyone gets together on the first night for a family dinner. Walla Walla has a camper-created sketch comedy night. New England has campfire gatherings and a lobster dinner. Campers often have access to other activities such as kayaking, yoga or cocktail hours, or in open-mics solo or with a small ensemble of fellow campers. 
Camps also can offer special sessions covering certain genres or instruments such as jazz, drum circles, klezmer, German band and ukulele, and host talks about topics like performance anxiety and music theory.

    
Camps offer support and encouragement
Linda Haller, 70, of Laconia, New Hampshire, had retired as an obstetrician-gynecologist a few years ago when she learned about a community band for adults promoting "music for life" nearby. She felt motivated to try the clarinet again after last playing it in high school. So she joined.
"It hasn't all come back, but I'm getting to the point where I think I'm playing almost as good as I did back then," she said. Haller, who also plays piano, said the rhythms and counting came right back to her.
She attended the camp in Sidney, Maine, for two years, where she progressed from a beginner's band to intermediate. She said she enjoyed the camaraderie.
"Returning to an instrument learned in childhood is powerful because it combines memory, discipline and renewed growth," said Jonathan Alpert, a psychotherapist based in New York.
"It strengthens attention, fine motor coordination, and memory pathways while reducing stress and improving mood," Alpert said. "But equally important is the emotional experience of reengaging with something that once required patience and repetition."

    
The community band Haller plays with is affiliated with the New Horizons International Music Association, a nonprofit that provides entry points for adults to create music, including those who have no musical experience. The organization counts over 200 bands, orchestras and choruses worldwide for 10,000 adult musicians since 1991. 
Its philosophy, also adopted by other programs for adult musicians, is "Your best is good enough." 
New Horizons also sponsors its own camps, including an "American Music Abroad" trip to the Czech Republic, Austria and Hungary in June, and one near Cincinnati, Ohio, in July. 
The programs are popular, said Russ Grazier of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, who has taught at New Horizons camps and is the artistic director of the New England Adult Music Camp.
He notes that the ensemble participation rate for adults over age 60 has doubled from about 150 to 300 people at a local music and arts center he leads. He said he thinks the social connection is key.

"And that's something missing from a lot of people's lives these days," Grazier said. "So any time we have an opportunity to have a space outside of the home where we're connecting with new people and sharing a common interest, it has remarkable benefits for our health and our aging."
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                    Photography 

    A photo captures President Trump and first lady awaiting British royals from rare White House angle




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump walk from the Diplomatic Reception Room to greet Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla during a State Visit arrival ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House, Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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            JACQUELYN MARTIN

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jacquelyn Martin is a staff photojournalist for The Associated Press based in Washington, D.C., where she has covered the White House for nearly two decades.
Here's what she had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
I'm coming up on my 20-year anniversary as a staff photojournalist for the AP based in Washington, D.C. In that time, I've done plenty of White House photography, but I've never been granted this angle before. This moment was shot from the "diplomatic room," where the president greets foreign dignitaries for formal events at the White House, but I was allowed to be directly behind them which is unusual. It was made as President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump were awaiting the arrival of King Charles III and Queen Camilla for a state visit. They're facing away from the camera, with the main press riser and Washington Monument ahead of them.

    
How I made this photo
You only have a few seconds to capture these images. I knew that a silhouette could be a powerful way to portray these two figures standing alone, but I also needed images where you could see the king and queen's faces once they arrived. In the seconds as that car was arriving, I underexposed this split second moment to go for a silhouette and then as soon as the car arrived, I moved the exposure back to normal. I shoot on manual and with RAW files so that I can make these creative decisions on the fly and have a more dynamic exposure to work from.



    
        




    




Why this photo works

    
        
    
The president and first lady are iconic figures, you know immediately who they are even from behind. In silhouette the first lady's posture mimics that of the monument ahead, and you can feel the gravitas of this moment, when the U.S. will host Britain on the 250th anniversary of the United States. I also liked how the clouds went a dramatic blue due to the exposure. The lines of the press riser lead your eye directly to the waiting figures and their formal body language creates visual tension.


    
In addition to this tighter photo I was also shooting wide images that show the doorway with a second camera body, bobbling a third body with a super wide lens on it as an alternative, worrying about the king and queen's arrival and how that might necessitate my changing position, and choosing images to send from the camera to my editor in real time. There are a lot of considerations and stressors when working at the White House. There was a narrow physical space to shoot from where the figures would be centered in the doorway and there are five of us in the photo pool all vying for the perfect angle. These moments are extremely competitive, fast, and can be stressful. It was really cool to be offered a different angle from the average and I was pleased to make several different images of this historic moment in time.
--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here: https://apnews.com/hub/one-photo/
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                    Photography 

    A photo captures black spots on clothespins that reveal the environmental toll of conflict in Tehran




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Clothes clips covered in soot from burned fuel are seen as smoke from a U.S.-Israeli strike on an oil facility late Saturday lingers in the cloudy sky over Tehran, Iran, Sunday, March 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            VAHID SALEMI

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Vahid Salemi is based in Tehran and has been working for The Associated Press since 1999.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
This work captures elements of everyday life in Tehran that have been directly affected by the war.
I have previously documented the effects of war on civilian life, but this work also highlights its negative impact on the environment--particularly air pollution and contaminated rain, which caused the black spots visible on clips in the photo.
One important detail for the readers is that on the day this image was taken, it felt as though the sun rose later than usual. The heavy smoke from the explosions combined with thick rain clouds prevented sunlight from reaching homes until much later in the morning. I had photographed the explosion that caused this pollution the night before, and when I woke up, I was struck by how unusually dark it still was.

    
How I made this photo
I shot the photo with the 16mm using a 16-35mm lens with a Sony Alpha 1, at f/5.6 and an exposure time of 1/1600.

During both the 12-day war in June 2025 and the ongoing conflict, I regularly went to the rooftop to observe the explosions and rising smoke. This time around I was able to notice the black marks visible on the subjects in the photo.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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                    Climate

    Disease outbreak cuts Wyoming, Yellowstone wolf numbers to lowest level since reintroduction era




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the National Park Service shows a wolf in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo., on Nov. 7, 2017. (Jacob W. Frank/National Park Service via AP, File)]
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            MIKE KOSHMRL/WyoFile

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        A flare up of a disease that's especially lethal to wolf pups took a toll on Wyoming and Yellowstone National Park wolf numbers in 2025, reducing biologists' counts to a level last seen when wolves were still reestablishing following the species' historic 1995-96 reintroduction. 
"It was the lowest number of wolves in 20 years," Wyoming Game and Fish Department wolf biologist Ken Mills told WyoFile. "That was definitely during the population creep stage, so they were still establishing in the state." 
All signs point toward canine distemper being the primary reason Wyoming's statewide wolf population plunged to a minimum count of 253 wolves and 14 breeding pairs at the end of 2025, Mills said. 
Distemper was detected in 64% of animals in the northwestern Wyoming zone where wolves are classified as "trophy game." While adults can survive the contagious virus, which is a measles-like affliction in canines, it's "quite lethal" for pups and only an estimated "31 to 34" of the 87 documented born pups lived to the end of the year, a survival rate of just 37%, according to Game and Fish's 2025 wolf monitoring report. 

    
In the past, distemper was a density-dependent disease that surged when populations were high, Mills said. It last flared up in 2018, which wasn't long after a two-year period where wolves were protected from hunting by the Endangered Species Act and populations -- and conflict -- were higher. 



    
        




    




The 2025 flare up was the first time Mills documented lots of distemper when wolf numbers were not particularly high. The occurrence has him searching for alternative explanations.

    
        
    
"Could it be cyclical? Yeah," the Pinedale-based biologist said. "However, these are potentially eight-year cycles, and it takes a lot of time to collect data and understand what's going on."
There's cause to believe that distemper will abate in Wyoming wolves this year. When Yellowstone wolves have experienced outbreaks, the event lasts a year and then there's recovery, Mills said. And the Wyoming population now has more antibodies and resistance built up and so is in good shape to recover itself, he said. 

    
But in 2025, distemper hurt Wyoming wolf numbers, which was a first.
Before that, "we really haven't had a canine distemper outbreak that has caused a population-level effect," Mills said. 
In 2024, Mills and his biologist counterparts detected 330 wolves and 24 breeding pairs statewide. The estimated 253 wolves and 14 breeding pairs in 2025 means the raw wolf count tumbled by 23% and the reproductive segment fell by 42%. 
Of those, 132 wolves in 22 packs that included 10 breeding pairs dwelled in the mountainous portion of northwest Wyoming in the "trophy game" area. There were nine wolves in three packs and no breeding detected on the Wind River Indian Reservation. And in the zone where Wyoming manages wolves as predators -- where they can be killed by any means without limit -- there were 28 wolves in five packs, including one breeding pair. 
The remainder of Wyoming's wolves -- 84 wolves running in seven packs that included three breeding pairs -- dwelled in Yellowstone National Park, according to the state's monitoring report. 

    
The park's public affairs officers, whose office has been inundated with inquiries about a recent grizzly bear attack, did not respond to WyoFile's request for an interview before this story published.
The overall number of Yellowstone wolves has dipped into the 80s twice before, in 2012 and 2018. But by other measures, 2025 was a tough year that the park population had not experienced since the reintroduction era. The distemper outbreak appeared to be "synchronous" in Wyoming and Yellowstone, and pup production and survival was also dismal in the national park, Mills said.
"Seventeen pups survived in Yellowstone," he said, "which was the lowest they ever recorded." 
Outside of Yellowstone, Game and Fish will consider the lower wolf population when its biologists and wardens are setting fall 2026 hunting seasons (hunting isn't allowed in the park, though park wolves frequently leave ). That proposal isn't public yet, but Mills anticipates that there will be a "surplus" of animals and a wolf hunting season, even if mortality limits are reduced.

    
Wyoming's relatively few wolves have enabled the state to manage with precision and a degree of predictability, although the surge of distemper interrupted a long run of population stability. Still, the unexpected disease outbreak left Mills feeling good about Wyoming's plan for managing its wolves. 
"We set up the population objective of 160 wolves to be able to accommodate an event similar to what we experienced, and still meet our minimum recovery criteria," Mills said. 

That recovery criteria includes 10 breeding pairs outside of Yellowstone in Wyoming's trophy game area. Mills' 2025 surveys detected exactly 10 packs with pups in that zone. 
"We met the minimum," Mills said. "It actually worked exactly as we intended."
___
This story was originally published by WyoFile and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    Bald eagle hatchlings spotted in a Chicago park may be the city's first for more than a century




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two eaglets sit in their nest in Chicago's South Deering neighborhood on Thursday, May 7, 2026. (Chris Sweda/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: Two adult bald eagles look over two eaglets in their nest in Chicago's South Deering neighborhood on Thursday, May 7, 2026. (Chris Sweda/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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[image: A bald eaglet raises its head from a nest in Park No. 597 on the south side of Chicago, Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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[image: Birders Pat and Steve Pearson visit Park No. 597, where a pair of bald eagles are raising two eaglets, on the south side of Chicago, Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Birders Pat and Steve Pearson visit Park No. 597, where a pair of bald eagles are raising two eaglets, on the south side of Chicago, Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Supervisor Stephen Bell stands in Park No. 597, where a pair of bald eagles are raising two eaglets, on the south side of Chicago, Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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            By 
            LAURA BARGFELD and TODD RICHMOND

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Two bald eagles hatchlings have been spotted in a nest in a Chicago park in what city officials believe is the raptors' first successful wild breeding in the Windy City in more than a century.
Chicago Park District officials announced last week that bird-watchers observed nesting activity starting in February in Park 597 along the Calumet River on the city's Southeast Side. The first eaglet was spotted in the nest on April 28 and a second was confirmed May 7. 
Irene Tostado, a park district spokesperson, said the eaglets appear to be two to three weeks old.
Pat Pearson and her husband, Steve, discovered the first eaglet. 
"We started looking around, and lo and behold, this little fuzzy head sticks up with a big beak and we were just ecstatic. Patty actually broke into tears. I started crying," Steve Pearson said. "It was really very touching, because we had this kind of instinct, I think, just the wonder and the awe of seeing these eagles right here in Chicago with a baby. It was really overwhelming."

    
Habitat degradation and insecticide contamination of food sources decimated the bald eagle population in the second half of the 20th century, but the bird has made a dramatic comeback over the last 40 years. The bald eagle -- the official national bird of the United States -- was removed from the federal endangered species list in 2007. 



    
        




    




They're not an uncommon sight in the Chicago area. The park district said it counted a dozen bald eagles in the restored wetlands of Big Marsh Park in one day in 2018. But Stephen Bell, who oversees Park 597, said his staff hasn't found any record of a successful eaglet hatching in Chicago for more than 100 years.

    
        
    
Park 597 was home to a city water treatment plant until the park district took over the property in 2019 and started restoring the natural habitat. Bell said soil improvements, upgraded vegetation and enhanced habitat for amphibians and reptiles have attracted muskrats, mice and deer, as well as eagles.


    
"Give Mother Nature a chance and you'd be surprised what she can do with just a little bit of help from like the park district and the city of Chicago," Pat Pearson said. "Neither one of the organizations could have done it themselves, but between the two of them, it's shocking what can happen to land in areas that you think are just absolutely unredeemable."
___
Richmond reported from Madison, Wisconsin. Associated Press photographer Erin Hooley contributed.
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    Price shocks from the Iran war power solar sales in energy-hungry Asia
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            Panicked consumers in hard-hit Asia are turning to rooftop solar power as costs climb due to the Iran war. In the Philippines, which is in a state of national energy emergency, a survey of 20 local solar companies found a 70% increase in weekly installations and a six-fold jump in customer inquirers since the conflict began. This is a global trend with solar installations and inquiries increasing worldwide. (AP video by Anton L. Delgado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A solar installer secures a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)]
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[image: A solar installer secures a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on May 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)]
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            A solar installer secures a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on May 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A team of solar installers haul a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)]
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[image: A pair of solar installers haul a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)]
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            A pair of solar installers haul a solar panel onto the roof of a home in Manila, Philippines, on April 30, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A team of solar installers set up a new rooftop solar system at a home in Manila, Philippines, on May 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Anton L. Delgado)]
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            ANTON L. DELGADO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Soaring costs for fuel due to the Iran war are leading panicked consumers in hard-hit Asia toward rooftop solar power, a likely windfall for China as the world's largest provider of solar technology.
In the Philippines, which is in a national energy emergency, a survey of 20 local solar companies found a 70% increase in weekly installations and a six-fold jump in customer inquiries since the conflict began.
"This crisis is a driving force for solar," said Brenda Valerio of the nonprofit New Energy Nexus, which ran the survey. "People want solar and people want solar now."
China is poised to profit from demand caused by the war. Chinese clean technology equipment exports hit a record high in March, according to energy think tank Ember, and worldwide interest in solar is increasing.
"China really is, by far, leading this race," said Li Shuo, director of the Asia Society Policy Institute's China Climate Hub, who called the renewable industry "a one-man show."

    
Iran war drives solar sales
The Philippines, which relies heavily on Middle Eastern crude oil and liquefied natural gas, is among the most impacted Southeast Asian nations by the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
Local airlines are weighing fuel rationing. Public transport workers are receiving cash handouts. Gas and diesel prices also have shot up. To conserve energy, government offices have shifted to a four-day work week and been told to keep air conditioning no lower than 24 degrees Celsius (75 degrees Fahrenheit).



    
        




    




Oil and gas spikes during the first 60 days of the Iran war cost Filipino consumers, businesses and public institutions more than $600 million, the climate nonprofit 350.org estimates.

    
        
    
"When we got our energy bill after the Iran war broke out, we were very shocked. It was wow. It was a significant increase," said Jaime Quemado, who recently bought a rooftop solar system in Manila.

    
There also have been growing concerns about potential power outages, Quemado said, which led him to look for an alternative energy source like "solar, which is very abundant here in the Philippines."
Customer interest in rooftop solar jumped from around 115 inquiries in February, before the start of the Iran war on Feb. 28, to more than 450 by mid-April, according to the New Energy Nexus survey.
Solar groups must "ride this wave and take advantage of this momentum," Valerio said.
On two blisteringly hot days in Manila, EcoSolutions installers sweated through the set up of an 18-kilowatt rooftop solar system, which included 28 panels from major Chinese manufacturer LONGi and four batteries from Suzhou-based battery group Dyness.
The war has "helped the solar industry really get its footing," EcoSolutions president Richmond Reyes said.
Joel Remegio of the Association of Solar Installers of the Philippines said the energy crisis is a "game changer" for the nation's nascent solar industry.
Clean technology, like rooftop solar, is quickly scalable because it is "accessible to all of us," according to Marissa Cerezo of the Department of Energy's Renewable Energy Management Bureau.
This "gives us the power to choose them," she said.

    
Solar interest rises globally
Solar is being embraced across Southeast Asia.
Indonesia set an ambitious target to install 100 gigawatts of rooftop solar by 2034, a leap from its current 1.3 gigawatts. Vietnam wants to install rooftop solar on at least 10% of public offices and homes nationwide by 2030. Thailand is considering new policies to give rooftop solar users a bigger bang for their buck by increasing the amount of surplus energy the national grid can buy.
The energy crisis is incentivizing these decisions, according to Yu Sun Chin of the research group Zero Carbon Analytics.
"It totally makes sense for policymakers to take another look at rooftop solar and see ways that they can save costs," she said.
Online marketplaces and utility companies in the U.S. and across Europe also have recorded jumps in solar sales and inquiries since the Iran war began.
"Solar is definitely one of the easiest things people can do" to cut monthly electricity bills, said Jan Rosenow, a professor of energy and climate policy at Oxford University.
The availability and affordability of rooftop solar make it the easiest clean technology solution given the higher expense for buying an electric vehicle or installing a heat pump, Rosenow said.

    
China supplies solar demand
Ember, the energy think tank, noted China exported 68 gigawatts worth of clean technology products in March, equivalent to Spain's entire solar capacity and double its February output. The Iran war is accelerating the world's energy transition, Ember found.
Exports to Africa hit 10 gigawatts, a 176% jump from February, with rapid growth in Nigeria, Kenya and Ethiopia. Exports to other Asian nations doubled to 39 gigawatts, including major increases to India, Malaysia and Laos.
Ramnath Iyer of the U.S.-based Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis said the speed of the transition depends on if world leaders "decide to go ahead with electrification and move away from fossil fuels."

    
Li of the China Climate Hub said Chinese companies had an oversupply of solar panels and other equipment before the war, putting them in a prime position to capitalize on current demand.
"When it comes to the clean tech sector, China at this point in time is already so far ahead," Li said. "The current situation in Iran will help China cement its dominance."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find the AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Officials say $1.3 billion in Medicaid money to California will be deferred over suspicions of fraud




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vice President JD Vance speaks to the media from the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz listens as Vice President JD Vance speaks to the media from the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Vice President JD Vance arrives to speak to the media from the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: Flanked by Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz, right, Vice President JD Vance speaks to the media from the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus, Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday announced new steps in the Trump administration's initiative to root out fraud in federal health programs, including a $1.3 billion deferral in Medicaid funding to California.
"How long are people going to pay into programs if they know that that money doesn't go to a low-income kid who needs healthcare, but that money goes into a fraudster getting rich?" Vance said during an event at the White House, adding that taxpayers and program beneficiaries are victimized by such fraud.
The Republican administration also is imposing a six-month freeze on some new Medicare enrollments and warning states to investigate Medicaid fraud or risk losing funding, officials said. 
The moves are part of Vance's anti-fraud task force, which has been taking more aggressive steps to investigate states before the November elections. The panel set up by President Donald Trump seeks to crack down on potential misuse of public money.

    
Vance, a potential 2028 White House hopeful, has used the high-profile assignment from Trump to remind Americans struggling with high costs that he is trying to claw back taxpayer dollars. Vance has promoted the task force's work during campaign stops for Republican candidates and is expected to focus on the effort Thursday in Maine, which has closely watched primary races scheduled for June 9.



    
        




    




The steps come as people across the United States have raised concerns about rising health costs and barriers to access, sometimes from the federal government's own actions. New work requirements in Medicaid, for example, are expected to strain hospitals around the country and result in millions of enrollees losing their health coverage.
The administration contends its vigorous fraud-busting efforts will help prevent wrongdoing in Medicaid and Medicare while preserving funding and resources for those most in need.

    
        
    
Deferring $1.3 billion in California payments
Dr. Mehmet Oz, who leads the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, said the administration was making the "largest deferral we've ever made" in Medicaid funds and that it was justified.
He claimed the administration had identified questionable expenditures and anomalies, such as a higher rate of growth in California's home care program compared with other states. He did not provide concrete examples of documented fraud.
"We'd like the state to at least come to the table and explain to us how these outlier payments have been generated," he said.

    
The press office of Gov. Gavin Newsom, D-Calif., disputed Oz's claims and said the state's home care program grew because the state is "keeping more people OUT of far more expensive nursing homes."
"We hate fraud," the office wrote on X. "But that's NOT what this is." 
The total cost of California's Medicaid program, including state and federal funding, is expected to be about $222 billion for the budget year that starts July 1.

    
Nationwide freeze on some new Medicare provider enrollments
Oz's agency also announced a nationwide six-month moratorium on all new Medicare enrollments by providers of hospice and home care.
"Today we're shutting the door on fraud -- preventing new bad actors from entering Medicare while we aggressively identify, investigate, and remove those already exploiting them," he said in a statement. 
Existing hospice and home healthcare providers will continue to operate as usual. But CMS said it will "intensify targeted investigations, deploy advanced data analytics, and accelerate the removal" of providers in the category that are suspected of fraudulent activity.
Such a freeze is not unprecedented, said Tricia Neumann, a senior vice president and executive director for the program on Medicare policy at the healthcare research nonprofit KFF. She said President Bill Clinton's Democratic administration also imposed a temporary moratorium on home health agencies.
"A brief moratorium gives the administration time to crack down on true fraud and prevent new fraudulent entities from popping up," she said.
Several alleged fraud schemes have been prosecuted in the hospice and home healthcare categories, and states have acknowledged that it is a legitimate concern. But some have pushed back on the administration's aggressive tactics and raised concerns that the catchall efforts could needlessly punish law-abiding providers that are trying to serve patients.

    
The country's largest organization advocating for home healthcare providers, the National Alliance for Care at Home, said in a statement that it supports efforts to root out fraud. But it said it prefers targeted strategies to a sweeping moratorium, which it said raises concerns about access to care as well as reduces competition and slows innovation.
Also Wednesday, the Department of Health and Human Services' internal watchdog sent letters to state attorneys general warning them to vigorously investigate possible fraud or risk losing federal money.

    
Moves are part of monthslong federal push
In recent months, CMS has suspended payments to hundreds of hospice and home care agencies in Los Angeles over alleged fraud and issued another six-month moratorium on suppliers of durable medical equipment, prosthetics, orthotics and certain other supplies in Medicare.
The administration also has approached at least five states with investigations into potential healthcare fraud and halted some $243 million in Medicaid payments to Minnesota over fraud concerns. Last month, Oz announced CMS would add to that oversight by requiring all 50 states to share how they planned to revalidate some of their Medicaid providers.
In at least one case, the administration has erred in its accusations against states. In April, CMS acknowledged to The Associated Press that it made a significant error in figures it used to help justify a fraud probe in New York. The acknowledgment deepened doubts about the administration's methods and raised a common criticism of the second Trump administration -- that it tends to attack first and confirm the facts later.
___

Swenson reported from New York. Associated Press writers Tran Nguyen in Sacramento, Geoff Mulvihill in Haddonfield, New Jersey, Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine, and Joey Cappelletti contributed to this report.
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    Pediatrics group issues new guidance on recess for the first time in 13 years
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            For the first time in more than a decade, a leading pediatricians group has put out new guidance about recess, saying it's crucial for good health and good grades. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE- Students play ball during recess at the St. Agnes Elementary School in Phoenix, Ariz., on March 3, 2020. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-MIlls, File)]
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[image: Whittier Elementary School students enjoy recess, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022 in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York,File)]
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            Whittier Elementary School students enjoy recess, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022 in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Matt York,File)
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                                        Recess isn't just a fun break for grade schoolers. It's crucial to good health and good grades for kids of all ages.
That's the message from a leading pediatricians group, which just released the first new guidance in 13 years about this unstructured time at school and how it needs to be protected.
The updated policy statement by the American Academy of Pediatrics comes after years of shrinking recesses and worsening children's health.
The group "has always supported play - free play for kids - but it's been increasingly threatened over time," partly by the drive for higher test scores, said Dr. Robert Murray, a lead author. "It has a very powerful benefit if it's used to the fullest."
The new guidance, published Monday in the journal Pediatrics, is similar to the previous policy statement but cites the latest research on why these breaks are essential for kids' academic success and mental, physical, social and emotional growth.

    
For example, new evidence shows that kids need pauses between concentrated bouts of learning so the brain can hold and store the information. Researchers also say recess gives kids a chance to navigate relationships and build confidence, which is just as important for older kids as younger ones.



    
        




    




Murray and his colleagues also stressed the importance of physical activity in preventing obesity, a condition that now affects about 1 in 5 U.S. children and teens.

    
        
    
Given these benefits, they recommend that recess be protected and never withheld for academic or punitive reasons, as sometimes happens in schools.
"If the child is disruptive or rude and disrespectful, recess is one of the things that teachers use to punish kids," Murray said, adding that students struggling with behavioral issues or grades are often the ones who need recess most.
But those students aren't the only ones losing out. Recess has been waning for all kids. Since the mid-2000s, up to 40% of school districts nationally have reduced or eliminated recess, according to data from the group Springboard to Active Schools in collaboration with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

    
Today, the duration of recess varies widely across U.S. schools, ranging from less than 10 minutes to more than an hour a day, the pediatrics group said. Older kids generally get less time than younger ones.
Ideally, studies show, kids should get a minimum of 20 minutes a day and multiple breaks. In other countries such as Denmark, Japan and the United Kingdom, students get breaks after every 45 minutes to 50 minutes of classroom instruction.
"They should get a long enough period of time where they can de-stress and blow off steam and prepare for the next class," Murray said.
Dr. Lauren Fiechtner, a childhood obesity expert at Mass General Brigham for Children in Boston, said she's glad about the updated recess recommendations. She's seen the importance of recess as both a doctor and mother of two. She recalled how her 8-year-old son learned how to play basketball at recess and now loves the game.

    
Fiechtner, who wasn't involved in creating the guidance, agrees with the recommendation that middle and high school students need recess, too.
"As kids get older, they're more on their screens. So it's really helpful, I think, for outdoor activity and recess to be happening," she said. "Recess is great. We all kind of need recess."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Trump administration widens Medicaid fraud crackdown to Florida, calling it a 'hotspot'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Administrator for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Dr. Mehmet Oz speaks during a news conference in the Old Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Tom Brenner)]
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                                        The Trump administration on Tuesday widened its efforts to stamp out Medicaid fraud, at least in its fifth state this year, calling on Florida officials to share information on how they identify, prevent, and address bad actors in their state program.
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz had previously sent similar requests to New York, Minnesota, Maine and California in what has been a growing, Trump administration-wide initiative to crack down on fraud, waste and abuse.
The letter to Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and other state leaders is the first such request that Oz has announced to a Republican-led state as the administration seeks to convey that fraud won't be accepted regardless of political leadership.
It comes a day after President Donald Trump signed an executive order to create an anti-fraud task force across federal benefit programs led by Vice President JD Vance. The president has ramped up such efforts as many American voters say they're concerned about affordability ahead of November's elections.

    
Announcing the new probe on social media, Oz wrote that Florida "has been a hotspot for health care fraud for years" and called on state leaders to "step up and work with us to stop it."



    
        




    




He referenced past examples of high-dollar fraud schemes in Florida's Medicare and Medicaid programs that resulted in criminal charges and said that "given the widespread scale and nature of these schemes," CMS needed more details about the state's program oversight.

    
        
    
Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier responded to Oz's post on X and shared an example of a recent Medicaid fraud arrest in the state.
"The Medicaid system is overwhelmed with fraud and abuse, and we look forward to working with Dr. Oz on these issues," he added.
Spokespeople for the other letter recipients, including DeSantis and Florida Agency for Health Care Administration officials, didn't immediately respond to emailed inquiries. Oz gave the officials 30 days to respond to a list of detailed questions.

    
Last month, CMS halted Medicaid payments to Minnesota over fraud concerns, a move the state's Democratic Gov. Tim Walz denounced as a political attack. Oz said the money would be delivered only after Minnesota implements "a comprehensive corrective action plan."

CMS also has said it is blocking any new Medicare enrollments for suppliers of durable medical equipment, prosthetics, orthotics or other supplies used to treat chronic conditions or assist in injury recovery for six months to mitigate suspected improper billing.
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                    Health

    By changing women's lives, the pill changed the nation




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A packet of "the pill" from 1979 is on display in an exhibit at the Museum of Sex in New York, May 5, 2010. (AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews, File)]
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                                        The pill helped give birth to modern America.
Known by one simple word, the revolutionary oral contraceptive -- approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 66 years ago -- didn't just prevent innumerable pregnancies. It gave women new freedom, changing family life and society forever.
"Its introduction in the 1960s afforded U.S. women this unprecedented control over their childbearing and subsequent life trajectories," says Suzanne Bell of Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
The pill disentangled sex from procreation. Women no longer needed a man's cooperation to control their fertility. 

    
The pill's greatest champion was a woman. Margaret Sanger, who founded the precursor to Planned Parenthood Federation of America, helped spearhead its development with financial support from her friend, philanthropist Katharine Dexter McCormick. Sanger said, "No woman can call herself free until she can choose consciously whether she will or will not be a mother."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - In this March 1, 1934 file photo, renowned birth control pioneer Margaret Sanger appeals before a Senate committee for federal birth-control legislation in Washington, D.C. (AP Photo/File)]
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Biologists Gregory Pincus and Min Chueh Chang and OB-GYN Dr. John Rock were instrumental in the pill's development. It uses synthetic progesterone and estrogen hormones to prevent pregnancy, mainly by stopping ovulation but also by thickening cervical mucus and making it hard for sperm to enter the uterus. When used perfectly, it prevents pregnancy 99% of the time. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Min-Chuech Chang, of the Worcester Foundation for Experimental Biology in Shrewsbury, Mass. and one of the pioneers of the Pill, poses for a photo on Aug. 12, 1974. His fertility research with the late Dr. Gregory Pincus led to the discovery 20 years ago of compounds that female animals could take orally to stop ovulation--and prevent pregnancy. (AP Photo, File)]
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[image: Dr. John Rock, 82, developer of the birth control pill, sits at his desk at home in Temple, N.H., Sept. 21, 1973. (AP Photo/William C. Chaplis, File)]
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Within two years of its initial distribution, more than a million American women were taking it. Monumental social change followed. Researchers have linked the pill to later marriages and greater educational attainment and labor force participation among women. It also played a part in the sexual revolution of the 1960s and '70s.

    
        
    
The pill spurred backlash, too. In the 1960s, Pope Paul VI condemned it and many states outlawed contraceptives. Married women were exempted from state prohibitions in 1965, but the ban for single women persisted in some states for years.

    
More recently, after the Supreme Court's decision ending the constitutional right to abortion, some worry the right to use contraception is also under threat.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Margot Riphagen of New Orleans, La., wears a birth control pill costume during a protest in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, March 25, 2015. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Margot Riphagen of New Orleans, La., wears a birth control pill costume during a protest in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, March 25, 2015. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"With any device or procedure that gives women more reproductive or sexual autonomy, there are always groups that resist and push back," says Bell, pointing to the recent push for women to have more children.
But on the whole, women aren't heeding that message. U.S. fertility rates have reached a historic low, and the pill remains extremely popular. Today, it's the most common form of reversible birth control in America, used by more than 8 million people -- and still shaping the lives of individuals and the nation.

    
        
        
    
        


        


    







    


    
    


    
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    






        
    

    
       

        
    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                American Objects
            

        
    
      





        



    
        These are among the items that have shaped the nation. Here are their stories.
    



        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    



        

    

    



    

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. This story is part of a recurring series, " American Objects," marking the 250th anniversary of the United States. For more stories on the anniversary, click here. 
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                    Health

    US overdose deaths fell again in 2025, but some worry about policy and drug supply changes




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The overdose-reversal drug Narcan is displayed during training for employees of the Public Health Management Corporation (PHMC), Dec. 4, 2018, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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[image: Jonathan Dumke, a senior forensic chemist with the Drug Enforcement Administration, holds vials of fentanyl pills at a DEA research laboratory on April 29, 2025, in Northern Virginia. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- About 70,000 Americans died of drug overdoses last year -- about 14% fewer than the previous year, according to preliminary government data. 
It was the third straight annual drop, making it the longest decline in decades, according to federal data released Wednesday. The 2025 total is about the same as the tally in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic.
Declines were seen across a number of drug types, including fentanyl, cocaine and methamphetamine. Overdose deaths fell in the vast majority of states, although seven saw at least slight increases, including jumps of 10% or more in Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico, the preliminary data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention showed.
"I'm cautiously optimistic that this represents really a fundamental change in the arc of the overdose crisis," said Brandon Marshall, a Brown University researcher who studies overdose trends. 

    
But the number of Americans dying from overdoses is still high, and deaths declined at a slower pace last year. A number of things could cause deaths to rise again -- including government policy changes or a shift in the drug supply, Marshall and other researchers say.
"If deaths are going down rapidly, that means they can increase just as rapidly if we take our foot off the gas," Marshall said.



    
        




    




Overdoses rose during the height of the pandemic
U.S. overdose deaths were generally rising for decades, but they shot up dramatically during the pandemic, peaking at nearly 110,000 in 2022. The pandemic spike was associated with social isolation and difficulties accessing addiction treatment.
Deaths declined as the pandemic waned. Researchers have pointed to numerous possible factors: an increase in the availability of the overdose-reversing drug naloxone, expanded addiction treatment, shifts in how people use drugs, and the growing impact of billions of dollars in opioid lawsuit settlement money.

    
        
    
Some research also suggests the number of people likely to overdose has been shrinking, as fewer teens take up drugs and many illicit drug users have died. Another theory suggests regulatory changes in China a few years ago appear to have diminished the availability of precursor chemicals used to make fentanyl.

    
The nation's decades-long overdose epidemic has played out at different paces in different parts of the country, due at least in part to differences in the illicit drug supply and what people are using. The death increases last year in Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico could stem from more combined use of fentanyl and methamphetamine recently in those places, Marshall guessed.
New substances are showing up in the US drug supply
Health and law enforcement officials in recent months have been sounding alarms about newer drugs that were increasingly detected in 2025.
Alex Krotulski is director of the Center for Forensic Science Research and Education, a federally funded toxicology lab in Horsham, Pennsylvania, that is an important part of a national illicit drug early warning system.
In all of last year, the lab identified 27 new drugs. Less than five months into 2026, the lab already has identified 23, he said.

    
Among the drugs on the lab's radar is cychlorphine, a potent synthetic opioid described as up to 10 times stronger than fentanyl. Experts say it is being used as a cutting agent, added to other illicit drugs, without the buyer's knowledge.
"The drug supply continues to change and evolve," Krotulski said.
Trump administration cuts some programs
Meanwhile, the Trump administration has been cutting programs designed to reduce overdose deaths and infections tied to drug use. In a letter last month, the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration notified federal grant recipients that the government would no longer pay for test strips and kits that help drug users see if their drugs contain highly-lethal additives. 
Officials say they are shifting away from services that facilitate illicit drug use, including clean syringes and hotlines that people can dial into while they use drugs.
Last week, a group of women who lost children to overdoses spoke with reporters to protest government policies that emphasize punishment and incarceration. 

    
Kimberly Douglas founded one group, Black Moms Against Overdose, after her 17-year-old son died. 
"We are starting to see overdoses go down in some places and that's because of harm reduction" services like those being targeted by the Trump administration, she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Technology

    The barista is human but an AI agent runs this experimental Swedish cafe
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            The coffee might be poured by a human hand, but behind the counter something far less traditional is calling the shots at a new experimental cafe in Stockholm. San Francisco-based startup Andon Labs has put an artificial intelligence agent nicknamed "Mona" in charge at the eponymous Andon Cafe in the Swedish capital. (AP video by James Brooks)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hanna Petersson, a member of Andon Labs' technical staff, uses a telephone handset to speak with Andon Cafe's AI agent 'Mona' in Stockholm, Sweden, Tuesday, May 5, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: Barista Kajetan Grzelczak makes a coffee at Andon Cafe at the Vasastan neighborhood in Stockholm, Sweden, Tuesday, May 5, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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[image: A general view of the entrance of the Andon Cafe at the Vasastan neighborhood in Stockholm, Sweden, Tuesday, May 5, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]
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                                        STOCKHOLM (AP) -- The coffee might be poured by a human hand, but behind the counter something far less traditional is calling the shots at an experimental cafe in Stockholm.
San Francisco-based startup Andon Labs has put an artificial intelligence agent nicknamed "Mona" in charge at the eponymous Andon Cafe in the Swedish capital. While human baristas still brew the coffee and serve the orders, the AI agent -- powered by Google's Gemini -- oversees almost every other aspect of the business, from hiring staff to managing inventory. 
It is not clear how long the experiment will last, but the AI agent appears to be struggling to turn a profit in Stockholm's competitive coffee trade. The cafe has made more than $5,700 in sales since it opened in mid-April, but less than $5,000 remains from its original budget of $21,000-plus. Much of the cash was spent on one-time setup costs, and the hope is that it eventually levels out and makes money.

    
Many cafe patrons have found it amusing to visit a business that's run by AI. Customers can pick up a telephone inside the cafe and ask the agent questions.
"It's nice to see what happens if you push the boundary," customer Kajsa Norin said. "The drink was good."



    
        




    




Experts worry about AI's role going forward
Experts say ethical concerns abound, ranging from technology's role in humankind's future to conducting job interviews and judging employee performance.
Emrah Karakaya, an associate professor of industrial economics at Stockholm's KTH Royal Institute of Technology, likened the experiment to "opening Pandora's box" and said putting AI in charge can cause many problems. What might happen, he said, if a customer gets food poisoning? Who's to blame?
"If you don't have the required organizational infrastructure around it, and if you overlook these mistakes, it can cause harm to people, to society, to the environment, to business," Karakaya said. "The question is, do we care about this negative impact?"

    
        
    
Founded in 2023, Andon Labs is an AI safety and research startup that says it focuses on "stress-testing" AI agents in the real world by giving them "real tools and real money." It has worked with ChatGPT maker OpenAI, Claude's Anthropic, Google DeepMind and Elon Musk's xAI, and the startup says it is preparing for a future where "organizations are run autonomously by AI."

    
The Swedish cafe is billed as a "controlled experiment" to explore how AI might be deployed going forward. 
"AI will be a big part of society in the future, and therefore we want to make this experiment (to) see what ethical questions arise when we have AI that employs other people and runs a business," said Hanna Petersson, a member of Andon Labs' technical staff.
The lab previously held pilots that put Anthropic's Claude AI in charge of a vending machine business and a San Francisco gift store. The vending machine simulation revealed some worrying traits: The AI agent told customers it would issue refunds but never did, and it also intentionally lied to suppliers about competitor pricing to gain leverage.

    
AI agent struggles with inventory orders
Mona got to work after it was prompted with some basic instructions, Petersson said. The team told it to try to run the cafe profitably, be friendly and easygoing, and figure out operational details by itself but ask for new tools if needed. 
From there it set up contracts for electricity and internet, and secured permits for food handling and outdoor seating. The agent then advertised for staff on LinkedIn and Indeed, and set up commercial accounts with wholesalers for daily bread and bakery orders. It communicates with the baristas via Slack, often messaging them outside of working hours, which is a workplace no-no in Sweden.
Other problems have arisen, particularly related to inventory.
The AI agent has placed orders for 6,000 napkins, four first-aid kits and 3,000 rubber gloves for the tiny cafe -- plus canned tomatoes that aren't used in any dish the cafe serves.
And then there's the bread. Sometimes the agent orders far too much, while other days it misses bakeries' daily deadlines, forcing the baristas to strike sandwiches from the menu.

    
Petersson said the ordering issues are likely due to the AI assistant's "limited context window."
"When old memory of ordering stuff is out of the context window, she completely forgets what she has ordered in the past," Petersson said.
Barista Kajetan Grzelczak said he isn't worried about being replaced by AI just yet.

"All the workers are pretty much safe," he said. "The ones who should be worried about their employment are the middle bosses, the people in management."
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    A South Korean startup captures workers' techniques to develop AI brains for robots
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            RLWRLD is among a wave of South Korean high-tech firms and manufacturers competing in the unproven yet fiercely contested global market for "physical AI." The term refers to machines equipped with AI and sensors that can perceive, decide and act in real-world environments with some degree of autonomy, moving beyond conventional factory robots designed for repetitive tasks. (AP video by Yong-ho Kim)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: David Park, a food and beverages manager at Lotte Hotel Seoul, demonstrates during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, April 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Hyemin Cho, RX Consultant at RLWRLD, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, April 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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[image: Jeong Yong-hwa, robotics researcher/robotics pilot at RLWRLD, demonstrates during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, April 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)]
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            6 of 6 | 
            Jeong Yong-hwa, robotics researcher/robotics pilot at RLWRLD, demonstrates during an interview with The Associated Press in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, April 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            KIM TONG-HYUNG

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- His head, chest and hands strapped with body cameras, David Park deftly folded a banquet napkin the way he has thousands of times during his nine years at the five-star Lotte Hotel Seoul. Each of his motions is fed into a database that will one day teach a robot to do the same.
The hotel chain is one of many companies South Korean artificial-intelligence startup RLWRLD (pronounced "real world") is working with to create an extensive library of human expertise, harvested from skilled workers across industries, to develop AI brains for robots that could be coming to industrial sites and homes. 
It collects similar data from logistics workers at CJ, capturing how they grip, lift and handle goods in warehouses, and from staff at a Japanese convenience store chain Lawson, tracking how they organize food displays. 

    
The goal is to build an AI software layer that can work in robots across a range of factories and other work sites in coming years, before potentially expanding into homes. RLWRLD's engineers say replicating the dexterity of human hands is a key priority, reflecting their views that humanlike machines, or humanoids, will drive the field. 



    
        




    




"I've been doing this about once a month," said Park, one of about 10 members of Lotte Hotel's food and beverages team being wired up to capture their techniques.
After folding the napkin into a tight, layered square, Park wiped wine glasses, knives and forks in a corner of a banquet hall as colleagues prepared for real services nearby. He complained lightly to an engineer that the cameras on his hands felt too tight.

    
        
    
South Korea focuses on physical AI
RLWRLD is among a wave of South Korean high-tech firms and manufacturers competing in the unproven yet fiercely contested global market for "physical AI." The term refers to machines equipped with AI and sensors that can perceive, decide and act in real-world environments with some degree of autonomy, moving beyond conventional factory robots designed for repetitive tasks.
While it remains unclear whether these machines will fully meet expectations of transforming industries, they are central to South Korea's ambitions to leverage its semiconductor and manufacturing strengths to become an AI powerhouse. The competition is tough, with U.S. tech giants like Tesla and a flood of Chinese firms pouring billions into humanoids and other AI robots.

    
Just as chatbots such as ChatGPT and Gemini train on vast troves of internet text, AI robots likewise require extensive data on human action to handle advanced physical tasks. South Koreans may struggle to compete in chatbots, where English language proficiency gives U.S. firms major advantages, but they see a better chance in physical AI, given their deep base of skilled workers in manufacturing and other sectors that could help train robot systems. 

    
Robots are central to South Korea's AI ambitions 
The government last month announced a $33 million project to capture the "instinctive know-how and skills" of "master technicians" into a database for AI-powered manufacturing, hoping robots will boost productivity and offset an aging, shrinking workforce. 
RLWRLD, which last week unveiled its robotics foundation model, an AI system for robots, expects industrial AI robots to be deployed at scale sometime around 2028, a timeline shared by major businesses.
Hyundai Motor plans to introduce humanoids built by its robotics unit, Boston Dynamics, at its global factories in coming years, starting with its Georgia plant in 2028. Chip giant Samsung Electronics plans to convert all manufacturing sites into "AI-driven factories" by 2030, with humanoids and task-specific robots across production lines.
"South Korea has a highly developed manufacturing sector and the focus is squarely on humanoids tailored specifically for those industries," said Billy Choi, a professor at Korea University's center for Human-Inspired AI Research. 
South Korea's AI push has unsettled labor groups, who fear robots could possibly take jobs and hollow out the skilled workforce long seen as the nation's competitive edge, the very asset it's now counting on for its AI transition. 

    
After Hyundai's union warned in January that robots could trigger an "employment shock," President Lee Jae Myung issued a rare rebuke, describing AI as an unstoppable "massive cart" and calling for unionists to adapt to changes "coming faster than expected."
"Mastery of skills is ultimately a human achievement -- even if AI can replicate existing abilities, the continuous development of craft will remain fundamentally human," said Kim Seok, policy director at the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions. He said widespread robot deployments would risk "severing the pipeline" for skilled labor and urged the government and employers to engage with workers over AI to win their buy-in and ease job concerns.

    
Robots are trained on human behavior 
Humanoids developed by U.S. and Chinese companies have displayed impressive physical feats, even long-distance running. But Hyemin Cho, who handles business strategies at RLWRLD, said the ability to perform delicate tasks with hands will determine whether humanoids can be used in diverse industrial settings and homes. 
"Capturing motion data in real-world settings is extremely important and the quality of that data matters greatly," she said. 
After converting worker footage into machine-readable data, RLWRLD's engineers add another layer by repeating those tasks wearing cameras, VR headsets and motion-tracking gloves. That data is used to train test robots, often guided by RLWRLD "pilots" using wearable devices. The process captures fine details such as joint angles and the amount of force applied, said Song Hyun-ji of the company's robotics team.
One of RLWRLD's labs occupies a cluttered, 34th-floor suite at Lotte Hotel. Scratched carpets are buried under tangles of wires and computing gear. Poles fitted with infrared laser readers stand in the corners. Beneath a chandelier, a rare trace of the room's former luxury, a wheeled robot with black, humanlike metal hands moves back and forth with a low mechanical whir.
During a recent demonstration, the robot, guided by engineers, gingerly lifted and placed cups at a minibar, at one point knocking over a dish. The company's latest test footage shows a more advanced system: a humanoid carefully opening a box, placing a computer mouse inside, closing it and setting it on a conveyor belt. 
Most robots, including Boston Dynamics' Atlas, use task-specific hands, like two or three-fingered "grippers." RLWRLD is among a smaller group of companies developing AI for five-fingered hands that mimic human touch. 
While five-fingered designs may not always suit factory needs, they could prove crucial as robots move into homes, where closer interaction with humans will be required, said Choi, the professor. 
Hospitality workers provide valuable training data for machines learning precise or nuanced tasks -- skills that could also expand their use in industrial settings, Cho said.
Although current humanoids would need several hours to clean a guest room that human workers finish in about 40 minutes, Lotte Hotel hopes robots will be ready for cleaning and other behind-the-scenes tasks by 2029. It also plans robot rental services for the hospitality and other service industries, with a potential expansion to homes.

"If you look at the entire process of preparing for an event in back-of-house areas, we think humanoids might be able to take over about 30% to 40% of that workload," Park said. "It will be difficult for them to replace the remaining 50%, 60% and 70%, which involves actual human-to-human interaction." 
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    One Tech Tip: Start the new year with a clean inbox




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Illustration of person before and after a decluttered inbox. ]
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            A decluttered inbox can help boost productivity and focus. (AP Illustration / Annie Ng)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Paulina Mojica, left, and Isabelle Mojica take a selfie as the Sphere displays a Happy New Year message Tuesday, December 31, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Sam Morris/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The new year is always a good time to make a fresh start -- including with your email inbox. To kick off 2025 with a clean slate, why not clear out all those unnecessary and unwanted messages? 
If you're anything like me, you'll have piles of messages that have been accumulating in your inbox: receipts, bank and credit card statements, mobile phone bills, plane tickets, restaurant bookings, reminders, security warnings, spam and more. 
Mixed in with all that administrative detritus might be some personal missives from friends and family that are worth keeping. 
There are several reasons to purge all that digital clutter. For one, it cuts the risk in case of a data breach. If hackers somehow gain access to your email, they won't have any personal or financial info like credit card details to pilfer. 
A decluttered inbox also helps boost productivity and focus because it's easier to find important messages if you don't have to sift through reams of irrelevant ones. 

    
Some productivity proponents advocate inbox zero, a practice that requires dealing with each email that comes in so that by the end of the day your inbox is empty. 



    
        




    




But who has the time and energy for that? If you're busy, it's easier to just deal with the messages that need immediate attention and ignore the rest. That is, until the backlog becomes too big. 
Here are some tricks to tame your inbox by culling unwanted emails from important ones: 

    
        
    
Ditch the attachments 
Email accounts used to have limited storage space, say a gigabyte or two at most, which meant that messages with big attachments took up lots of space. Nowadays, email comes with plenty of free storage but it's still good practice to clear out oversized messages because they tend to build up over time. Do you really need to keep all those high-resolution photos of a forgotten friend's grandchildren?
In Microsoft Outlook, click on the "Size" column or button to float the biggest messages to the top, where you can go through and delete them. Outlook also lets users sort by attachment so that messages with added files show at the top. If you want to save the message itself, right click on the attachment to remove it.
In Gmail, go to the search settings to filter out messages that are "greater than" a certain size. Start at, say, 20 megabytes, and then gradually reduce the number. 

    
Sort it 
Emails from frequent automated senders, such as newsletters and mailing lists, can take up a lot of space in your inbox. Or perhaps you get a lot of security notifications from your bank that might be important in the moment but quickly become outdated.
It's often too tedious to delete them individually so filter your inbox by sender to delete them as a group. In Outlook click the "From" column or button. In Gmail or Yahoo mail, use the search bar to look for the sender's email address. 
Combine this with another search trick that narrows down the date range to filter out all those old emails that you never got around to deleting. In Outlook or Gmail, you can set a date range to capture emails from, for example, 2010 to 2017, so that you can get rid of, say, all those utility bills you don't need anymore. 

    
Keywords
Emails from mailing lists tend to include certain words or language that makes it a bit easier to filter them out. One such obvious term is "unsubscribe." Searching for a word like that, which wouldn't normally be used in emails written by humans, will identify all the newsletters for easy deletion. 
Carbon copy trick 
Copying everyone onto an email chain could be viewed as polite and courteous -- or annoying, depending on whether the message topic is relevant to you. Sure, it's a good idea to CC everyone in the office about an important policy that applies to all staff but maybe not about a meeting about Bring Your Child to Work Day if you don't have kids. 
In Outlook there's a hack to filter out all those emails where you're not the main recipient. Go to the Home tab, click "Rules," and then "Create" a rule. Go to Advanced Options, and tick "where my name is in the cc box." For the next step, you can tick the box to move it to a folder, or even permanently delete it if you're feeling confident. 
Gmail users can do something similar with the search function. Type cc: and your email address. 

    
The Nuclear Option
Perhaps you've tried out all these various hacks and whittled down your backlog but still have many more that you haven't gone through. Then it could be time to consider the nuclear option: delete everything.

The benefit of this approach is that it really does provide you with a blank slate. You'll have no more mental anxiety if you don't have any more messages to worry about. The drawback, of course, is that you might lose any messages that might be important or precious. 
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech
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    Microgardening means getting a surprisingly big harvest from a windowsill or balcony garden




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chives in bloom appear in a raised garden bed on Long Island, N.Y., on May 24, 2022. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Chives in bloom appear in a raised garden bed on Long Island, N.Y., on May 24, 2022. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Indoor-grown microgreens are harvested on Long Island, N.Y., on Jan. 29, 2024. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            Indoor-grown microgreens are harvested on Long Island, N.Y., on Jan. 29, 2024. (Jessica Damiano via AP)
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                                        Short on space? Consider microgardening. 
Although the term might conjure thoughts of minuscule garden gnomes and fairies, the reality is quite the opposite. You can get a surprisingly high yield from a small space, even a windowsill or balcony, if you plant it right.
One way to maximize your harvest is to grow plants that mature quickly, harvest them and then plant more.

    
Small greens on repeat
Microgreens -- 2- to 3-inch seedlings of certain edible plants -- are perfect candidates for such succession. They sprout quickly indoors in as little as a week, and are easy to grow. Just scatter seeds over light, sterile potting mix in a shallow, domed pan, then set it in a warm, sunny spot and keep the soil slightly moist.
Arugula, broccoli, cabbage, kale, mustards, mizuna and radish are among the fastest sprouters, but beets, chards and nasturtiums work, too, typically germinating in 10-14 days.
When the sprouts produce their second pair of leaves (which are their true leaves; the first pair are called cotyledons), use sharp scissors to clip them at the soil line and enjoy them in smoothies, salads, sandwiches or stir-fries. Then plant more and start over, or, better yet, sow more seeds every few days to ensure a steady supply.



    
        




    




Good things come in small packages
Outdoors, the same small thinking can be applied to fruits, vegetables and herbs, which traditionally can take up a large portion of a garden's real estate.
Basil, leaf lettuces and mint are among those that can do the most with the least. Comfortable in containers, they'll also regrow to provide multiple harvests all season long.
You can even grow dwarf apple, fig and other fruit trees in 10- or 20-gallon planters, as well as in the ground.

    
        
    
Use the space you have
Your garden's square footage might be limited, but you may be looking at it the wrong way. Instead of down and out, look up, and the sky's the limit. Trellises, hanging baskets and wall planters will host flowers, herbs, berries, greens, and compact or dwarf varieties of traditionally larger plants like tomatoes, peppers and eggplants.
If you're short on patio or balcony space, use multi-tiered stands to hold several pots in a single footprint.
And let your flower pots pull double duty. Plant strawberries and herbs around annuals, and let them spill over the container's edge.
When planting flowers, think in layers: Use taller plants in the back, mid-height ones in the middle and ground-huggers in front. The design strategy adds depth, even in a thin strip or a window box -- and will provide the best bloom for your buck. 

    
Pretty and practical
Seek out multi-tasking plants that provide beauty as well as food. Crops like amaranth, chives, rainbow chard, red lettuces and sweet potatoes will add lovely ornamental value to beds, borders and containers before working a second shift on your dinner plate.
___

Jessica Damiano writes regular gardening columns for The Associated Press. She publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. Sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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    Americans love their iPhones (though sometimes they wish they could live without them)




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Older iPhone models sit on top of empty boxes of newer iPhones in Phoenix, Tuesday, May 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- The American obsession with the iPhone is complicated, as most love-hate relationships are.
It sometimes seems like a talisman so magical that we can't fathom living without all the pleasures and conveniences that it bestows almost anytime or anywhere. The iPhone, and its smartphone brethren, enable pictures that can be posted instantly on social media. We can play a game, watch a video, listen to music, send a text, check email, surf the internet, catch up on on the news, get directions, tap to pay.
Oh -- and, every once in a while, we can even make or answer a phone call.
At other times, the iPhone seems like a drug-dealing pusher preying on our weaknesses and worst impulses while deepening our addiction to its endless stream of notifications and alerts that lure us into gazing at its screen as our attention spans become increasingly shorter.

    
It's a paradox that is confronting America while the iPhone is still a teenager, inhabiting the same demographic that it may have impacted the most. The device wasn't even born until 2007, when Apple co-founder Steve Jobs strolled across a stage to promise a mesmerized audience that they were about to see something that would change everything. 

    
        
    



    
        




    




And it kind of did. Jobs, as often was the case before his 2011 death, proved to be eerily prescient -- so much so that surveys have found a substantial number of people would pick sleeping with their iPhone instead of their lovers, if forced to make a choice.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Apple CEO Steve Jobs holds up an Apple iPhone at the MacWorld Conference in San Francisco on Jan. 9, 2007. (AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File)]
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The challenge now: figuring out if there is a better way to manage our complicated relationship with the iPhone and smartphones running on Google's Android software in a society that almost requires everyone to possess one. Is there a way to preserve all the benefits while preventing toxic habits? Is it fair to categorize its use alongside that of cigarettes, alcohol and junk food? 

    
For the moment, at least, America seems to be drifting further down a digital river that evokes the closing passage from one of the greatest American novels of all: So we scroll on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the glowing screen.
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        These are among the items that have shaped the nation. Here are their stories.
    



        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    



        

    

    



    
___

Michael Liedtke covered technology for The Associated Press for 26 years. Part of a recurring series, "American Objects," marking the 250th anniversary of the United States. For more American objects, click here. For more stories on the anniversary, click here. 
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    Vatican issues final warning to breakaway traditionalist group attached to the old Latin Mass




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV blesses a little girl as he arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: Pope Leo XIV, flanked by his secretary Edgard Ivan Rimaycuna Inga, delivers his blessing at the end of his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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[image: A Swiss Guard stands as dark clouds hang over, during Pope Leo XIV's weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, May 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        ROME (AP) -- With Pope Leo XIV's first big crisis looming, the Vatican on Wednesday issued a final warning to a breakaway group of traditionalist Catholics that their planned consecration of bishops without papal consent constitutes a schismatic act that incurs automatic excommunication.
Leo is praying for enlightenment so that the leaders of the Society of St. Pius X "may reconsider the extremely grave decision they have made," said a statement from the Vatican's doctrine czar, Cardinal Victor Manuel Fernandez.
The statement appeared to be a last-ditch effort to head off the group's planned July 1 consecrations of four new bishops. If they go ahead, they will amount to the gravest challenge to Leo's authority to date, as he seeks to heal divisions with traditionalist Catholics that worsened during the Pope Francis pontificate.

    
A traditionalist group formed in opposition to Vatican II
The SSPX, as the group is known, was founded in Econe, Switzerland in 1970 in opposition to the modernizing reforms of the 1960s Second Vatican Council, which among other things allowed Mass to be celebrated in the vernacular rather than Latin.
The group, which celebrates the pre-Vatican II Latin Mass, first broke with Rome in 1988, after its founder, Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, consecrated four bishops without papal consent. The Vatican promptly excommunicated Lefebvre and the four other bishops, and the group today still has no legal status in the Catholic Church.



    
        




    




Yet the group has continued to grow in the decades since that original schismatic act, with schools, seminaries and parishes around the world and branches of priests, nuns and lay Catholics who are attached to the traditional Latin Mass.
The growth poses a real threat to Rome since it amounts to a parallel Catholic church. Today it counts two bishops, 733 priests, 264 seminarians, 145 religious brothers, 88 oblates and 250 religious sisters representing 50 nationalities, according to SSPX statistics.

    
        
    
The Vatican offers talks, but the dialogue ends and a crisis looms
The current SSPX superior, Rev. Davide Pagliarani, announced earlier this year that new bishops would be consecrated July 1 to tend to the faithful, arguing that the SSPX's two remaining aging bishops can no longer minister to such a global reality.
The Vatican invited Pagliarani for talks, but the same theological and practical problems that have prevented rapprochement for 50 years seemingly left the two sides at an impasse.
In recent comments on the SSPX website, Pagliarani reiterated the need for the new bishops. He expressed satisfaction that his announcement had triggered debate about what the SSPX considers to be a crisis afflicting the church, including religious pluralism and confusion about the faith.
"Now, what is at stake today is not an opinion, nor a sensibility, nor a preferential option, nor a particular nuance in the interpretation of a text, but the faith and morals that a Catholic must know, profess, and practice in order to save his soul and reach paradise," he said.

    
Traditionalists watching how Leo responds after Francis' crackdown 
The looming consecrations, which would incur automatic excommunications, have created the first tangible crisis for Leo, who has sought to pacify relations with Catholic traditionalists that worsened under Francis after the Argentine pope cracked down on the spread of the old Latin Mass.
Francis in 2021 reimposed restrictions on celebrating the old Latin Mass that Pope Benedict XVI had relaxed in 2007. Francis said he was reversing his predecessor because Benedict's reform had become a source of division in the church and been exploited by conservative Catholics opposed to Vatican II.

    
But the move riled Francis' conservative critics and it became one of the most divisive acts of his 12-year papacy, such that Leo began his pontificate promising to heal divisions.
While the SSPX is out of communion with the Holy See, plenty of Catholic traditionalists who are loyal to Rome and opposed Francis' crackdown are sympathetic to the SSPX plight and are watching how Leo handles the challenge.
Rorate Caeli, a traditionalist blog that has closely followed the issue, said Francis' crackdown, known by the Latin name of the document, Traditionis Custodes, actually created the "crisis" that the SSPX today laments. 

    
"Traditionalists fully understand the need for respect for authority; but we cannot have both at the same time: a stated will to destroy the traditional Roman Liturgy forever (Traditionis custodes) and a complete prohibition of means to salvage that," Rorate Caeli wrote Wednesday about the threatened SSPX excommunications. 
"If the Holy and Apostolic See really wants to show the world its peaceful and loving purpose, it cannot just punish: it has to make clear that Traditional Catholics are once again welcomed and loved in the church," by going back to the status quo before Francis' crackdown.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Elaborately decorated skeletons in Catholic churches across Bavaria take some visitors by surprise
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            It is a sight that has sent shivers down the spines of many visitors: four complete skeletons draped in silk and brocade, adorned with precious stones, filigree gold, silver and lace that have been on display for centuries at the Catholic monastery church of Banz in southern Germany.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton stands in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton stands in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The suns sets behind the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            The suns sets behind the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Historian Gunter Dippold gestures as he talks to journalists inside the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: Inside view of the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            Inside view of the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Outside view of the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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            Outside view of the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            KIRSTEN GRIESHABER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BAD STAFFELSTEIN, Germany (AP) -- It is a sight that has sent shivers down the spines of many visitors: four complete skeletons draped in silk and brocade, adorned with precious stones, filigree gold, silver and lace that have been on display for centuries at the Catholic monastery church of Banz in southern Germany. 
The skeletons -- known as Vincenzius, Valerius, Benedictus and Felix Benedictus -- are the remains of so-called catacomb saints that were brought to the Benedictine monastery near the Bavarian town of Bad Staffelstein from Rome in the late 17th and 18th century.
"It's actually a little creepy," whispered church custodian Anita Gottschlich as she looked at one of the skeletons. It seemed to be staring right back at her through its hollow eye sockets. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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"I notice that when older people come here who visited as children, they always look for the Holy Bodies, because they can still remember them," she added, noting the enduring fascination the skeletons hold for people of all ages.

    
While they may seem unfamiliar or even disturbing to some visitors, catacomb saints -- or Holy Bodies -- can still be found in many Baroque Catholic churches and monasteries across Bavaria.
The skeletons, often presented in glass coffinlike cabinets, are also a familiar sight in churches in neighboring Austria, Switzerland, Czechia, and in Italy.



    
        




    




Holy Bodies are remains found in Roman catacombs in the Middle Ages 
Legend has it that these relics are the remains of martyrs from the early days of Christianity in Rome that were discovered in the 16th century in unmarked graves in the city's catacombs. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]



        

        
        
            
                    An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
"At the time, the church simply designated them all as saints," said Catholic priest Walter Ries. "And, of course, in many countries, including Germany, people wanted to have such holy remains, such relics, simply because this enhanced the status of their own church or monastery and perhaps turned it into a place of pilgrimage."

    
        
    
Ries is in charge of several parishes in and around Bad Staffelstein, including the congregation of 211 members that belongs to the monastery church. It's a far cry from the golden age of the monastery, which was founded by Benedictine monks in 1070 and flourished for hundreds of years until it was dissolved in 1803. Nowadays, only the church is still actively in use; the monastery is home to a political foundation. 

    
"A great deal has changed over the course of the centuries," the priest said. "Back then, these relics were very important, but today they really aren't anymore."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Outside view of the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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Catacomb saints were supposed to help believers deal with misery
The veneration of the catacomb saints during the late 17th and 18th centuries came at a time when vast stretches of Europe, including Bavaria, were still reeling from the Thirty Years' War. It began as a religious struggle between Catholics and Protestants and led to an estimated 4 to 8 million deaths from the effects of battle, famine or disease.

    
"That was a terrible time," said Ries. "And so people tried to open the gates of heaven through the Baroque. That's why everything was designed so beautifully. It was an escape from the present, which was often so terrible. That's also why these eerie skeletons were so beautifully draped and depicted as lifelike as possible."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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The abbots of the Banz monastery and the church, which is ostentatiously adorned with lots of gold, cherubs and paintings in the Baroque style, sent emissaries to Rome in 1680 and again in 1745, who successfully brought home the four skeletons which were then decorated by nuns in the nearby town of Bamberg.
For the faithful, a glimpse of what they'd look like after resurrection
To ensure that viewing the Holy Bodies was an exceptional experience, they were and are still kept out of sight for most of the year by attaching wooden panels depicting the respective skeletons to the front of the display cases. On special occasions, such as All Saints' Day, the covers are taken off and the Holy Bodies are shown to the believers.
In general, the elaborate decoration "is not meant to show the dead body of a saint, but rather to show his glorified body," said Gunter Dippold, a historian who has been researching the catacomb saints and the Banz monastery.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Historian Gunter Dippold gestures as he talks to journalists inside the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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[image: An elaborately decorated skeleton lies in the catholic monastery church of Banz in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)]
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"It is therefore intended to show the faithful who view it what we will look like after the resurrection, after being raised from the dead, when we no longer have our earthly bodies but rather glorified ones."

    
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Religion

    Underwater memorial to wrecked slave ship draws pilgrims seeking to connect with their roots




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Kory Lamberts, Black divers with the Underwater Adventure Seekers visit the wreck site of the Henrietta Marie, a British slave ship which sank in 1700 in the waters off the coast of Key West, Fla., Friday, May 8, 2026. (Kory Lamberts/Aquatic Futures Foundation via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Kory Lamberts, Black divers with the Underwater Adventure Seekers visit the wreck site of the Henrietta Marie, a British slave ship which sank in 1700 in the waters off the coast of Key West, Fla., Friday, May 8, 2026. (Kory Lamberts/Aquatic Futures Foundation via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Corey Malcom, center, lead historian with the Florida Keys History Center, talks to Black divers from the Underwater Adventure Seekers, as they visit a memorial built on the site where hundreds of Africans who died in 1860 after being rescued from three slave ships were buried, on Higgs Beach in Key West, Fla., Saturday, May 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Ankle shackles, some child-sized, recovered from the wreck of the British slave ship Henrietta Marie, are displayed at the Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Fla., Saturday, May 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            Ankle shackles, some child-sized, recovered from the wreck of the British slave ship Henrietta Marie, are displayed at the Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Fla., Saturday, May 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Underwater Adventure Seekers member Ruthie Browning reacts with emotion after pouring a libation of white rum onto the sand, on the site where hundreds of Africans who died in 1860 after being rescued from three slave ships were buried, on Higgs Beach in Key West, Fla., Saturday, May 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Underwater Adventure Seekers member Dr. Melody Garrett pours a libation of white rum onto the sand at a memorial on the site where hundreds of Africans who died in 1860 after being rescued from three slave ships were buried, on Higgs Beach in Key West, Fla., Saturday, May 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) -- Ruthie Browning dove into the calm, blue water off Key West, Florida, expecting to see "a big, old rock with stuff growing all over it."
She was on a pilgrimage with other Black divers and community members, visiting sacred sites including one where a British slave ship -- the Henrietta Marie -- sank 326 years ago.
The vessel had delivered 200 enslaved people from West Africa to Jamaica and was heading back to Britain in 1700 -- near the peak of the trans-Atlantic slave trade -- when it was swallowed up in the churning waters of New Ground Reef where the Atlantic Ocean meets the Gulf of Mexico. 
A concrete marker at the site memorializes the people on that ship.
As Browning and her group prepared to dive in early May, the water was calm. The marker, 20 feet (6 meters) below, was visible from the glassy surface. "I thought I'd look at it, pay my respects and that'll be that," she said.

    
But something unexpected happened. Tears filled her eyes. She gently told herself: If you can be quiet, maybe they will speak.
Staring at the monument, which is now a small living reef covered in corals and sponges, she felt her ancestors' words: "My daughter, we're so glad you're here."



    
        




    




Overwhelmed, Browning lingered by the marker bearing the words: "Henrietta Marie. In memory and recognition of the courage, pain and suffering on enslaved African people. Speak her name and gently touch the souls of our ancestors."

    
        
    
She felt submerged in gratitude.
"Without their stamina, their spirit and survival, I wouldn't be here today. None of us would be here today," she said.

    
Pilgrimages aren't meant to be easy
For the pilgrims in Key West, the gathering was an act of devotion, a quest for connection with their roots and for spiritually nourishing generations to come. They had tried to dive to the marker last summer, but the water was too choppy. 
"The ancestors were not smiling down on us then," said Jay Haigler, master diving instructor with Underwater Adventure Seekers, the world's oldest Black scuba diving club. "This year was different."
Such a pilgrimage was never meant to be easy, said Michael Cottman, who has written two books about the Henrietta Marie and was part of the National Association of Black Scuba Divers that installed the marker in 1992.
Cottman believes the site contains "spiritual turbulence."
"Even if it wasn't carrying enslaved people, it embodies the oppression of our people," he said.
The group organized an annual pilgrimage in the 1990s, but it didn't continue. The latest trip was spurred by an underwater interview project proposed by Stanford University anthropologist Ayana Omilade Flewellen, who serves on the board of Diving With a Purpose, a Black scuba diving nonprofit dedicated to documenting slave shipwrecks.
The submerged interviews also helped her connect as a pilgrim, Flewellen said. "I felt a kind of tenderness in my heart."
The spiritual experience helped her process a traumatic history rooted in death and suffering.
"It's hard to attach your life with this history," she said. "The only way I could do that was turn toward what the divers were experiencing on this pilgrimage. That's where it all bloomed and blossomed."

    
Ancient ritual at African refugee cemetery
The pilgrims also gathered on land. At Higgs Beach on the south side of Key West, they visited a memorial and burial ground for 297 African refugees who died in 1860 after being rescued by the U.S. Navy from three slave ships -- Wildfire, William and Bogota. Over 1,400 refugees were housed by the government in a compound and provided food and medical care, said Corey Malcom, the Florida Keys History Center's lead historian.
While many were sent back to Africa, hundreds died due to the horrific conditions on the ships, he said.
Largely forgotten for decades, the grave site was discovered by historians and geologists using ground-penetrating radar. In 2010, a large pit containing 100 more bodies was located at a community dog park across the street. The area is now fenced off, Malcom said.
On Saturday, pilgrims met at the cemetery and held an emotional libation ceremony, a sacred, ancient ritual rooted in Afro-Caribbean spiritual tradition. One by one, group members tearfully thanked their ancestors and poured white rum on the beach. The clear spirit is believed to act as a messenger, inviting ancestral souls for their blessings.
"To honor your ancestors and the road they've traveled is very, very important because we're all connected," said Addeliar Guy, one of the elders and an avid diver.

    
Underwater monument represents a living history
Joel Johnson trained for weeks for his first open-water dive at the Henrietta Marie site. Johnson, the president and CEO of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, said what surprised him as he approached the monument was the vibrancy surrounding it. Fish darted among the corals that swayed with the currents; shells rested on the sandy bottom.
Conservation and protecting these habitats also preserve the history below the waves, Johnson said.
"This was not a place of death, but a place of life," he said. "I didn't feel like I was grieving for my ancestors. I felt like I was in the stream of history, recognizing that I'm a part of that. It made me happy."

    
While underwater, Michael Philip Davenport, president of Underwater Adventure Seekers, was inspired to create art showing ancestors emerging from the monument.
"Their spirituality is still in that space," he said. "I was feeling their lives and their tragedy."
Dr. Melody Garrett, an anesthesiologist, started training with Diving With a Purpose in 2011 and has gone on missions to find the Guerrero, a Spanish pirate ship that wrecked in 1827 while carrying 561 enslaved Africans.
"A pilgrimage like this is so important now more than ever because there is an effort to cover up, rewrite and change history," she said. She cited the Trump administration's moves to remove references to slavery and Black history at National Park Service sites and federal museums, labeling it as divisive "anti-American propaganda."
For Garrett, seeing these pieces of history gives her a strong sense of identity as an American, as the nation prepares to celebrate its 250th birthday.
"Black people have been here since before this country's inception, longer than many other people have," she said. "This is our country."
Exhibit displays shackles used in slave trade
Remnants of the Henrietta Marie's wooden hull are embedded at the site under layers of sand. The shipwreck was discovered in 1972 by treasure hunter Mel Fisher, but it wasn't until 1983 that hundreds of intact items were recovered. Only a few slave ships were found out of the 35,000 used to transport over 12 million enslaved Africans; most vessels were intentionally destroyed to hide the illicit trade.
The artifacts, which occupy an entire floor of the Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, include over 80 sets of iron shackles, many of them child-size.
When Kory Lamberts first walked over wooden planks in the exhibit, they unexpectedly creaked.
"It was visceral," he said. "It took me to a place. It also tells me that these were young people -- children. These are baby shackles. There's no sugarcoating it. The truth really hits you." 
While in Key West, Lamberts -- who runs a nonprofit to make aquatics more equitable -- said he brought back fish from the Henrietta Marie site, which he imagines would have absorbed the DNA of the ancestors. The group ate that fish for dinner the night after the dives -- like a sacrament.
"I don't practice a faith, but isn't this what people are doing every Sunday at church?" he asked. "I wasn't just bonded with this site through the experience of being there, but at this molecular level with a full circle moment of connection with myself and my history."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    U.S. News

    Autoridades de inmigracion de EEUU detienen a exalcalde de localidad de Kansas que voto ilegalmente
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                                        El exalcalde de una localidad conservadora de Kansas fue detenido por las autoridades de inmigracion el miercoles despues de reconocer el ano pasado que habia votado en elecciones pese a no ser ciudadano estadounidense.
Joe Ceballos, quien nacio en Mexico y es residente permanente legal de Estados Unidos, fue detenido durante una reunion en una oficina del Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles) en Wichita, Kansas, informo su abogado, Jess Hoeme. Indico que Ceballos teme que pueda ser deportado.
Ceballos, de 55 anos, renuncio como alcalde de Coldwater en diciembre mientras enfrentaba cargos estatales por votar siendo no ciudadano. Durante una entrevista en 2025 cuando buscaba naturalizarse estadounidense, admitio que habia votado --al parecer sin saber que los residentes permanentes no tienen permitido hacerlo--, explico Hoeme.

    
Ceballos fue acusado de votar ilegalmente, pero se declaro culpable en abril de delitos menores en un acuerdo con el fiscal general de Kansas. Su caso ha llamado la atencion del gobierno federal e inspiro a simpatizantes en su comunidad, algunos de los cuales sostenian carteles que decian "apoyamos al alcalde Joe" y "Fuera ICE" mientras Ceballos entraba al edificio federal en Wichita.



    
        




    




"!Dejen ir a Joe!", gritaba la multitud.
" Pensar en lo que podria pasar... es una locura", comento Ceballos a los reporteros. "Obviamente estoy nervioso. No se que va a pasar. No se adonde me van a llevar y que puedo y que no puedo hacer ahi dentro".

    
        
    
Un correo electronico enviado para conocer los comentarios del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional (DHS, por sus siglas en ingles= no recibio respuesta hasta el momento.
El presidente estadounidense Donald Trump y otros republicanos han estado advirtiendo sobre los peligros de que no ciudadanos voten en elecciones desde el comienzo de la eleccion presidencial de 2024. Diversas investigaciones, incluso las realizadas por funcionarios electorales republicanos, muestran que el problema es raro.

    
Este ano, Trump ha estado presionando a los republicanos en el Congreso para que aprueben la Ley SAVE, que entre otras cosas exigiria una prueba documental de la ciudadania estadounidense para registrarse y votar.
El gobierno tambien ha mejorado significativamente un programa dentro del DHS que verifica la ciudadania. Al menos 25 estados, la mayoria de ellos con gobiernos republicanos, han utilizado ese sistema para revisar sus padrones electorales .
Ceballos fue traido de Mexico a Estados Unidos por su familia cuando tenia 4 anos. Hoeme indico que los abogados intentaran que un juez de inmigracion libere a Ceballos bajo fianza.
Explico que a Ceballos, a los 18 anos, lo animaron a registrarse para votar en ese mismo momento durante una excursion escolar al juzgado del condado Comanche. Ceballos ha dicho anteriormente en entrevistas con reporteros que voto por republicanos.
Ceballos fue elegido alcalde de Coldwater dos veces, una localidad de 700 habitantes, y tambien formo parte del concejo municipal. Gano un nuevo mandato en noviembre, pero renuncio despues que el fiscal general del estado, Kris Kobach, lo acusara de votar sin estar habilitado y de perjurio electoral.

    
Sin embargo, la oficina de Kobach llego a un acuerdo con Ceballos. Se declaro culpable de conducta indebida en el proceso electoral, que Hoeme describio como un delito menor similar a alterar el orden publico.
"No ha sido declarado culpable de ningun tipo de fraude electoral. No deberia haber afectado su estatus migratorio", anadio Hoeme. "El gobierno de Trump y el ICE se han empenado en el sinsentido de que es un delincuente".
Ceballos es una figura popular en Coldwater, donde un anuncio en el periodico The Western Star alento a la gente a apoyarlo.

"De alguna manera ha podido vivir el sueno americano: venir de absolutamente nada y salir adelante --no se si hablar de riqueza--, pero levantar un negocio, tener un trabajo y ser una parte productiva de la sociedad", dijo Ryan Swayze, su amigo de larga data, a la estacion de Wichita KAKE-TV.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Ejercito de EEUU dice que intercepto ataque irani contra buques de la Armada en el estrecho de Ormuz




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Una patrullera emirati (izquieda), navega cerca de un petrolero fondeado en el golfo de Oman, cerca del estrecho de Ormuz, vistos desde una carretera costera cerca de Khor Fakkan, Emiratos Arabes Unidos, el 1 de mayo de 2026. (AP Foto/Fatima Shbair)]
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[image: Un hombre ondea una bandera irani para una campana progubernamental bajo un cartel que muestra el estrecho de Ormuz y los labios del presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, cosidos, en una plaza en el centro de Teheran, Iran, el 6 de mayo de 2026. (AP Foto/Vahid Salemi)]
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                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- El ejercito de Estados Unidos informo que el jueves intercepto proyectiles iranies contra tres buques de la Armada en el estrecho de Ormuz y disparo contra "instalaciones militares iranies responsables de atacar a las fuerzas estadounidenses", dejando al descubierto la fragilidad del alto el fuego entre ambos paises.
El Comando Central de Estados Unidos senalo en redes sociales que las fuerzas armadas estadounidenses interceptaron "ataques iranies no provocados" y respondieron en defensa propia.
El ejercito de Estados Unidos dijo que ningun buque fue alcanzado. Senalo que no busca una escalada, pero que "sigue posicionado y listo para proteger a las fuerzas estadounidenses".
El presidente Donald Trump dijo a los reporteros en Washington que el alto el fuego se mantiene, a pesar del intercambio de disparos.

    
"Se metieron con nosotros hoy. Los hicimos pedazos", declaro el mandatario.
En tanto, medios estatales iranies informaron que las fuerzas armadas del pais intercambiaron disparos con "el enemigo" en la isla de Qeshm, en el estrecho de Ormuz. Se trata de la isla irani mas grande en el golfo Persico, hogar de unas 150.000 personas. Tambien alberga una planta de desalinizacion de agua.



    
        




    




Tambien reportaron fuertes ruidos y fuego defensivo en el oeste de Teheran. En el sur de Iran se escucharon explosiones cerca de Bandar Abbas, indicaron agencias noticiosas semioficiales de Iran, Fars y Tasnim. Los reportes no identificaron el origen de las explosiones.

    
        
    
Previamente durante la jornada, una empresa de datos de transporte maritimo informo que Iran ha creado una agencia gubernamental para examinar y gravar a los buques que buscan pasar por el estrecho de Ormuz.
El plan irani para formalizar el control sobre el canal genero nuevas preocupaciones sobre el transporte maritimo internacional, mientras cientos de buques comerciales continuan atrapados en el golfo Persico e incapaces de llegar a mar abierto. Aun asi, la esperanza de que el conflicto de dos meses pueda terminar pronto impulso los mercados internacionales.

    
EEUU ha enviado mensajes contradictorios
Estados Unidos e Iran han respetado en terminos generales el alto el fuego desde el 8 de abril. Pero las negociaciones presenciales entre ambos paises, organizadas por Pakistan el mes pasado, no resultaron en un acuerdo para poner fin a la guerra.
Teheran dijo el jueves que estaba analizando las mas recientes propuestas estadounidenses para poner fin a la guerra.
El portavoz del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores irani, Esmail Baghaei, dijo que la Republica Islamica revisa los mensajes de Pakistan, que esta mediando en las negociaciones de paz, pero que Iran "aun no ha llegado a una conclusion, y no se ha dado ninguna respuesta a la parte estadounidense", reporto la televisora estatal irani.
En el Vaticano, el secretario de Estado de Estados Unidos, Marco Rubio, discutio los esfuerzos de paz en Oriente Medio con el papa Leon XIV, cuya oposicion a la guerra con Iran ha llevado a enfrentamientos abiertos con Trump.
Los mensajes del gobierno de Trump sobre su estrategia para poner fin a la guerra han sido contradictorios. Un fragil alto el fuego y declaraciones previas de que las operaciones militares habian terminado han dado paso a nuevas amenazas de bombardeos si Teheran no acepta un acuerdo que permita reanudar los embarques de petroleo y de gas natural interrumpidos por el conflicto.

    
Trump reitero sus amenazas despues del intercambio de disparos del jueves.
"Tienen que entender: si no se firma, van a sufrir mucho dolor", senalo.
Al preguntarle que tan cerca estan de un acuerdo, Trump respondio: "Podria ocurrir en cualquier momento", pero rapidamente anadio: "Y podria no ocurrir".

    
Pakistan dice que espera un acuerdo pronto
El canciller de Pakistan, Ishaq Dar, hablo por telefono el jueves con su homologo irani Abbas Araghchi, informo el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores paquistani.
"Esperamos un acuerdo mas pronto que tarde", dijo el jueves el portavoz del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Pakistan, Tahir Andrabi. "Esperamos que las partes alcancen una solucion pacifica y sostenible que contribuya no solo a la paz en nuestra region, sino tambien a la paz internacional".
Se nego a ofrecer una fecha tentativa.
El primer ministro de Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif, dijo el jueves en declaraciones televisadas que Islamabad seguia en "contacto continuo con Iran y Estados Unidos dia y noche, a fin de detener la guerra y extender el alto el fuego".
En tanto, estaba previsto que las conversaciones directas entre Israel y Libano se reanuden la proxima semana en Washington, segun un funcionario estadounidense que hablo bajo condicion de anonimato para discutir los planes de las reuniones a puerta cerrada. El funcionario anadio que las conversaciones se celebraran el 14 y 15 de mayo.

    
Iran crea agencia para controlar paso en estrecho de Ormuz
Iran ha establecido una nueva agencia gubernamental para aprobar el transito y cobrar peaje al transporte maritimo en el estrecho, segun un reporte de la firma de datos de transporte maritimo Lloyd's List Intelligence, lo que ha suscitado preocupaciones sobre la libertad de navegacion de la que depende el comercio global.
La agencia, llamada Autoridad del Estrecho del Golfo Persico, se esta "posicionando como la unica autoridad valida para conceder permiso a los barcos que transitan por el estrecho", subrayo Lloyd's en una sesion informativa en linea. Lloyd's anadio que la autoridad le habia enviado por correo electronico un formulario de solicitud para los barcos que buscan pasar.
Iran ha cerrado de facto el estrecho, una via maritima vital para el envio de suministros de petroleo, gas, fertilizantes y otros productos derivados del petroleo, al tiempo que Washington bloquea los puertos iranies. Las interrupciones han disparado el precio del combustible y han sacudido la economia global.
La nueva agencia irani formaliza un carril de inspeccion existente, aunque poco claro, que lleva a los buques por las aguas del norte del estrecho cerca de la costa irani. Iran controla que barcos pueden pasar y, al menos para algunos buques, impone un impuesto sobre su carga.
Expertos en derecho maritimo sostienen que las exigencias de Iran de examinar o gravar a los buques violan el derecho internacional. La Convencion de Naciones Unidas sobre el Derecho del Mar exige que los paises permitan el paso pacifico por sus aguas territoriales.
Estados Unidos y sus aliados del Golfo estan presionando para que el Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU respalde una resolucion que condene el control de Iran sobre el estrecho y amenace con sanciones. Una resolucion previa que pedia reabrir el estrecho fue vetada por los aliados de Iran, Rusia y China.
Presidente irani sostiene larga reunion con nuevo lider supremo
Altos funcionarios iranies han dicho que el lider supremo Moytaba Jamenei esta desempenando un papel clave en la supervision de las negociaciones con Estados Unidos. Pero no ha aparecido en publico desde que resulto herido al inicio de la guerra.
El presidente irani Masoud Pezeshkian asevero que se reunio recientemente durante mas de dos horas con Jamenei. En declaraciones emitidas el jueves por la television estatal irani, Pezeshkian elogio el comportamiento "sincero" del lider supremo en lo que dijo fue una larga reunion en persona.
Jamenei solo ha difundido una serie de declaraciones escritas desde que fue nombrado lider supremo en marzo. Sustituyo a su padre, el ayatola Ali Jamenei, quien murio durante los ataques iniciales de la guerra.
Funcionario saudi: reino no respaldo plan de EEUU para reabrir el estrecho
Trump no consulto con Arabia Saudi antes de lanzar un intento efimero esta semana para forzar la apertura de un paso maritimo a traves del estrecho, segun un funcionario saudi que no estaba autorizado a hablar del asunto publicamente y solicito mantener la condicion de anonimato.
"Les dijimos que no somos parte de esto y que no pueden usar nuestros territorios y bases para esto", dijo el funcionario el jueves.
El funcionario senalo que Arabia Saudi envio un mensaje a Iran de que el reino no participara en ataques estadounidenses relacionados con el intento de Trump de reabrir el estrecho.
Trump suspendio el plan, denominado Proyecto Libertad, durante su segundo dia el martes, asegurando que la pausa ofreceria mas tiempo para llegar a un acuerdo de paz. Se sabe que solo dos buques mercantes con bandera estadounidense han pasado por la ruta custodiada por Estados Unidos. El ejercito estadounidense dijo que hundio seis pequenas embarcaciones iranies que amenazaban a barcos civiles.
___

McHugh reporto desde Francfort, Alemania, y Bynum desde Savannah, Georgia. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Sally Abou AlJoud, en Beirut; Elena Becatoros en Atenas, Grecia; Matthew Lee y Darlene Superville en Washington; Samy Magdy y Amir-Hussein Radjy en El Cairo; Munir Ahmed en Islamabad, Pakistan; Farnoush Amiri en Nueva York; Nicole Winfield en Ciudad del Vaticano y Audrey McAvoy en Honolulu, contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump llega a Beijing para conversaciones con Xi sobre Iran, comercio y ventas de armas a Taiwan




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El presidente Donald Trump camina con el vicepresidente chino Han Zheng durante la ceremonia de bienvenida el miercoles 13 de mayo de 2026, en el Aeropuerto Internacional Pekin Capital. (Foto AP/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: El presidente de EEUU, Donald Trump, saluda con la mano desde las escaleras del Air Force One mientras sube en la Base Conjunta Andrews, en Maryland, el martes 12 de mayo de 2026, para emprender un viaje a China con el fin de reunirse con el presidente chino Xi Jinping. (AP Foto/Luis M. Alvarez)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- El presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump, llego a Beijing el miercoles para sus esperadas conversaciones con el presidente chino Xi Jinping sobre la guerra con Iran, el comercio y las ventas de armas estadounidenses a Taiwan.
La parte central de la cumbre no ocurrira hasta el jueves, cuando los lideres celebren conversaciones bilaterales y un banquete formal. Pero las autoridades chinas ofrecieron a Trump una bienvenida llena de pompa despues de que el Air Force One aterrizara en la capital china.
Segun la Casa Blanca, el presidente seria recibido por el vicepresidente chino Han Zheng; Xie Feng, embajador de China en Washington; Ma Zhaoxu, viceministro ejecutivo de Exteriores; asi como el enviado de Estados Unidos en Beijing, David Perdue. La ceremonia de bienvenida incluira a unos 300 jovenes chinos, una guardia de honor militar y una banda militar.

    
"Somos las dos superpotencias", manifesto Trump a los periodistas al salir de la Casa Blanca el martes. "Somos la nacion mas fuerte del planeta en terminos militares. Se considera que China es la segunda".
Aunque a Trump le gusta proyectar una imagen de fortaleza, la visita ocurre en un momento delicado para su presidencia, ya que su popularidad en el pais se ha visto lastrada por la guerra de Estados Unidos e Israel contra Iran y por el aumento de la inflacion como consecuencia de ese conflicto. El presidente republicano busca una victoria con la firma de acuerdos con China para que compre mas soja, carne de res y aeronaves estadounidenses, y afirma que hablara con Xi sobre comercio "mas que sobre cualquier otra cosa".



    
        




    




El gobierno de Trump espera iniciar el proceso para establecer una "Junta de Comercio" con China a fin de abordar las diferencias entre ambos paises. La junta podria ayudar a evitar la guerra comercial que se encendio el ano pasado tras los aumentos en los aranceles implementados por Trump, una medida a la que China respondio mediante el control de tierras raras. Eso condujo a una tregua de un ano el pasado octubre.

    
        
    
Pero Trump llega a Beijing en un momento en que Iran sigue dominando su agenda interna. La guerra ha provocado el cierre de facto del estrecho de Ormuz, dejando varados a buques cisterna que transportan petroleo y gas natural, y haciendo que los precios de la energia se disparen a niveles que podrian afectar el crecimiento economico mundial. El presidente de Estados Unidos declaro que Xi no necesitaba ayudar a resolver el conflicto, aunque el ministro de Exteriores de Iran, Abbas Araghchi, estuvo en Beijing la semana pasada.
"Tenemos muchas cosas que discutir. No diria que Iran sea una de ellas, para ser sincero, porque tenemos a Iran muy bajo control", comento Trump a los periodistas el martes.

    
Taiwan y el comercio encabezan la agenda
La situacion de Taiwan tambien parece ser un tema importante, ya que China esta descontenta con los planes de Estados Unidos de vender armas a la isla autogobernada que el gobierno chino reclama como parte de su propio territorio.
Trump dijo a los periodistas el lunes que hablaria con Xi sobre un paquete de armas de 11.000 millones de dolares para Taiwan que el gobierno de Estados Unidos autorizo en diciembre pero que aun no ha comenzado a cumplir. El paquete de armas es el mayor jamas aprobado para Taiwan.
El mandatario estadounidense ha mostrado una mayor ambivalencia hacia Taiwan, un enfoque que esta generando dudas sobre si Trump podria estar abierto a reducir el apoyo a la democracia insular.

    
Al mismo tiempo, Taiwan --como el principal fabricante de chips del mundo-- se ha vuelto esencial para el desarrollo de la IA, y Estados Unidos ha importado en lo que va de ano mas bienes de Taiwan que de China. Trump ha intentado usar programas de la era Biden y sus propios acuerdos para llevar mas fabricacion de chips a Estados Unidos.
El medio del Partido Comunista Chino, el People's Daily, publico un editorial energico antes de la llegada de Trump subrayando que Taiwan es "la primera linea roja que no se puede cruzar en las relaciones China-Estados Unidos" y es "el mayor punto de riesgo" entre las dos naciones.

    
Trump dice que la relacion con Xi esta en terreno firme
Pero Trump ya presentaba el viaje como un exito antes de salir de los terrenos de la Casa Blanca. Reflexiono abiertamente sobre la visita reciproca prevista de Xi a Estados Unidos hacia finales de ano y lamento que el salon de baile de la Casa Blanca que esta en construccion no estara terminado a tiempo para agasajar debidamente al lider chino.
"Vamos a tener una gran relacion durante muchas, muchas decadas", expreso Trump sobre Estados Unidos y China.
Trump emprendio el viaje en el Air Force One con un sequito de asesores, familiares y titanes del mundo empresarial, incluidos Jensen Huang, de Nvidia, y Elon Musk, de Tesla y SpaceX. Mientras volaba a Beijing, Trump publico en redes sociales que su "primera peticion" a Xi durante la visita sera pedir que refuerce la presencia de empresas estadounidenses en China.

    
"Le pedire al presidente Xi, un lider de extraordinaria distincion, que 'abra' China para que estas personas brillantes puedan hacer su magia y ayudar a llevar a la Republica Popular a un nivel aun mas alto", escribio Trump, quien se espera que reciba un saludo ceremonial formal cuando llegue a la capital china el miercoles por la noche.
Pese a la confianza que Trump muestra hacia afuera, China parece estar entrando en la reunion desde "una posicion mucho mas fuerte", dijo Scott Kennedy, asesor senior sobre negocios y economia chinos del Centro para Estudios Estrategicos e Internacionales, de Washington.
A China le gustaria reducir las restricciones tecnologicas para acceder a chips informaticos y encontrar maneras de reducir los aranceles, entre otros objetivos.
"Pero incluso si no consiguen gran cosa en ninguno de esos temas, mientras no haya una explosion en la reunion y el presidente Trump no se vaya y busque volver a escalar, China basicamente sale mas fuerte", senalo Kennedy.
El secretario del Tesoro de Estados Unidos, Scott Bessent, y el viceprimer ministro chino He Lifeng se reunieron el miercoles para discutir asuntos economicos y comerciales en el Aeropuerto Internacional de Incheon, justo al oeste de la capital surcoreana Seul, segun la agencia estatal china Xinhua.
Trump quiere un acuerdo tripartita sobre armas nucleares
Trump tambien tiene la intencion de plantear la idea de que Estados Unidos, China y Rusia firmen un pacto que estableceria limites a las armas nucleares que cada nacion mantiene en su arsenal, segun un alto funcionario del gobierno de Trump que informo a los periodistas antes del viaje. El funcionario hablo bajo condicion de anonimato conforme a las reglas establecidas por la Casa Blanca.
China anteriormente se ha mostrado poco dispuesta a entrar en un pacto de ese tipo. El arsenal de Beijing, segun estimaciones del Pentagono, supera las mas de 600 ojivas nucleares operativas y esta lejos de la paridad con Estados Unidos y Rusia, que se estima tienen mas de 5.000 ojivas nucleares cada uno.

El ultimo pacto de armas nucleares entre Rusia y Estados Unidos, conocido como New START, expiro en febrero, lo que elimino cualquier limite a los dos mayores arsenales atomicos por primera vez en mas de medio siglo. Cuando el tratado estaba por expirar, Trump rechazo un llamado de Rusia para extender el acuerdo bilateral por otro ano y pidio un acuerdo "nuevo, mejorado y modernizado" que incluya a China.
El Pentagono estima que China tiene mas de 600 ojivas nucleares operativas y tendra mas de 1.000 para 2030.
___
Boak informo desde Washington. Huizhong Wu en Bangkok y Hyung-jin Kim en Seul, Corea del Sur, contribuyeron con reportes.
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