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      Breaking News

      
        Xi warns Trump on Taiwan at Beijing summit
        BEIJING --- China's leader, Xi Jinping, delivered a warning on Taiwan to President Donald Trump as they met for a summit in Beijing on Thursday, saying that the issue, if handled poorly, could lead to conflict and "an extremely dangerous situation."

      

      
        Singapore Airlines flags surging fuel costs; annual profit halves on one-offs
        SINGAPORE --- Singapore Airlines warned on Thursday that surging fuel costs due to the US-Iran conflict were still "filtering through" and would weigh more heavily in the year ahead, even as it reported a smaller-than-expected 57.4% drop in annual profit.

      

      
        Phuket court denies bail for 'Sia Lek' over witness tampering concerns
        PHUKET --- The Phuket Provincial Court has denied bail to a man accused of encroaching on protected forest land at Freedom Beach in the island province, citing concerns over possible interference with evidence and intimidation of local complainants.

      

      
        Anutin orders probe into officials over foreign nominee firms and land encroachment
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered an urgent investigation into local officials in Phuket and Surat Thani provinces over alleged involvement in foreign nominee businesses, illegal land encroachment and other unlawful activities in major tourist areas.

      

      
        Shots ring out near Cambodian border
        Thai troops are on high alert after Cambodian soldiers reportedly fired 11 rounds near the Chong Chom checkpoint in Surin province's Kap Choeng district, raising fears of renewed border clashes.

      

      
        Private jet flights to Cannes called 'obscene'
        CANNES, France - Climate activists are urging movie stars to fly economy or take the train to Cannes after saying private jets burned two millions of litres of kerosene getting them to the film festival last year.

      

      
        Thailand Pavilion opens at Cannes
        The Thailand Pavilion officially opened at the 79th Cannes Film Festival in France on Wednesday, showcasing Thai content and creative industry entrepreneurs in the global market, as well as cash rebates to attract foreign investment in film production in Thailand.

      

      
        Business leaders invited to government forum
        Leaders of some of Thailand's biggest businesses will meet with the government on Friday to share their concerns and ideas about revitalising the economy, according to government spokeswoman Rachada Dhnadirek.

      

      
        People's Party chief formally named opposition leader
        Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, has formally assumed the role of opposition leader in the House of Representatives, according to a Royal Command published in the Royal Gazette on Thursday.

      

      
        Cartier Crash sells for record-breaking $2 million
        A rare 1990 Cartier "Crash" sold for US$2.03 million at Christie's Geneva Rare Watches Auction this week, setting a world auction record for the model and becoming the most expensive Cartier timepiece ever sold at auction.
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																BEIJING -- China's leader, Xi Jinping, delivered a warning on Taiwan to President Donald Trump as they met for a summit in Beijing on Thursday, saying that the issue, if handled poorly, could lead to conflict and "an extremely dangerous situation."
The summit, the first US presidential visit to China in nearly a decade, could determine whether a detente between the two countries will continue -- and what concessions, if any, either side is willing to make.

The leaders met in the Chinese capital in a ceremony laden with pageantry and pleasantries. Xi greeted Trump outside the Great Hall of the People before the two men walked together past an honour guard and rows of cheering children. As "The Star-Spangled Banner" played, a 21-gun salute echoed across Tiananmen Square.

The talks that followed lasted more than two hours. Xi called for the two countries to "be partners, not adversaries." Trump said that he and Xi spoke on the phone to work out problems and called him "a great leader."

Later, at an ornate state banquet in the Great Hall, Xi said in a toast: "The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and making America great again can go hand in hand." Trump thanked Xi for a "magnificent welcome like none other" and formally invited Xi to visit the White House on Sept 24.

Beneath the warm words, Xi's warning concerning Taiwan was a stark reminder of long-standing tensions. "If handled poorly, the two countries will collide or even clash, putting the entire US-China relationship in an extremely dangerous situation," Xi said while referring to Taiwan, according to a readout from Xinhua, China's official news agency.

Aside from Taiwan, Xi and Trump discussed trade, the Middle East, Ukraine and the Korean Peninsula, Xinhua said, without providing details.

The White House said both sides agreed in the talks Thursday that the Strait of Hormuz must remain open. The waterway, crucial for global energy supplies, has been effectively blocked since the US-Israeli war on Iran began in late February. "Both countries agreed that Iran can never have a nuclear weapon," according to the US readout of the meeting.

The Chinese state media summary of the meeting did not mention Iran's nuclear programme or the Strait of Hormuz, saying only that the Middle East was discussed.

The talks also covered fentanyl, securing market access for American companies in China, and increasing Chinese investments in American industries and purchases of US agricultural products, according to the White House.

The two men last met in October in South Korea, where they agreed to pause a trade war in which Beijing had threatened sweeping new export restrictions on rare earths in response to heavy US tariffs on Chinese goods. Xi decided at the time to postpone those measures for a year. A question looming over the summit is whether China will agree to an extension.

Here is what else we are covering:

-- Ancient landmarks: Trump's stops include some of China's most politically and historically significant places, including the Temple of Heaven and the Great Hall of the People.

-- Beef: China granted permission Thursday for hundreds of American slaughterhouses to resume beef shipments to China. The approval came before the start of the Trump-Xi talks.

-- Human rights: Trump has said he will raise the case of Jimmy Lai, an imprisoned pro-democracy media mogul. Other human rights issues, including the repression of the Uyghurs, are unlikely to make the agenda.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									Singapore Airlines flags surging fuel costs; annual profit halves on one-offs								

								Carrier warns impact of  fuel cost rise to [?]intensify, says fare hikes  do not fully offset rise in jet fuel prices
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																SINGAPORE -- Singapore Airlines warned on Thursday that surging fuel costs due to the US-Iran conflict were still "filtering through" and would weigh more heavily in the year ahead, even as it reported a smaller-than-expected 57.4% drop in annual profit.
The fallout of higher  jet fuel prices on [?]costs was only partially reflected in March, Singapore's flag carrier said in its fiscal 2026 earnings report, which largely captured performance from a period before the conflict in the Middle East.

The group's fuel bills are typically priced on a lagged basis, and the full impact of the surge is expected to feed through in the following year, the airline added.

The closure of the key Strait of Hormuz after the outbreak of the US-Israeli war on Iran in [?]late February has sent jet fuel prices surging far beyond the rise in crude prices, compounding cost pressures across the global aviation industry.

"While SIA and Scoot have raised air fares across their network, the adjustments do not fully offset the rise in the price of jet fuel, which is the group's single-largest expenditure item," it said. Scoot is Singapore Airlines'  budget arm.

Concensus-beating results on strong demand

The airline's full-year profit more than halved year-on-year, largely due to a S$1.1 billion one-time gain in the year-ago period from the integration of its Vistara  joint venture into Air India.

Losses from Air India, in which the group owns a 25.1% stake, further compounded the decline.

The company's net profit of S$1.18 billion (US$927.09 million) still beat Visible Alpha's consensus  estimate [?]of S$1.08 billion, and its operating profit rose 39% due to "healthy demand" for air travel during the reporting period.

The group carried a record 42.4 million passengers this year, [?]with passenger yields -- a measure of revenue per passenger kilometre -- recovering in the second half after pressure from intensified competition due to an industry-wide capacity expansion.

"We expect yield performance to remain robust, with yields at full-service carrier SIA to rise by double digits Y/Y [?]in FY27F and mid-single digit at Scoot," said DBS equity research analyst Tabitha Foo.

"Nonetheless, this will  only partially offset the higher fuel burden, with meaningful margin compression ahead."

Singapore Airlines said it was wary of the Middle East developments and the duration of the conflict, adding that the conflict carried implications for supply chains and macroeconomic conditions that could affect demand.

It handed out a final dividend [?]of 22 Singapore cents and a special dividend  of 7 Singapore cents.
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																PHUKET -- The Phuket Provincial Court has denied bail to a man accused of encroaching on protected forest land at Freedom Beach in the island province, citing concerns over possible interference with evidence and intimidation of local complainants.
Investigators from Karon police station on Thursday escorted Parinthorn Ruengrattanawanich, also known as "Sia Lek", to the provincial court to seek approval to detain him, said Pol Col Pathapee Srichai, chief of the station.

The suspect faces four counts related to alleged encroachment of the Nak Kerd mountain forest reserve, affecting a combined area of more than 10 rai.

Parinthorn, 51, surrendered to police on Tuesday to acknowledge the charges. Police opposed his release on bail during the court proceedings.

At about 5.30pm on Thursday, the provincial court issued its ruling denying bail.

The decision was based on concerns that the suspect could tamper with evidence and potentially threaten villagers who had lodged complaints with Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.

He was immediately transferred to Phuket Provincial Prison.

On Thursday, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul ordered an urgent investigation into local officials in Phuket and Surat Thani over alleged involvement in foreign nominee businesses, illegal land encroachment and other unlawful activities in major tourist areas.
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									Anutin orders probe into officials over foreign nominee firms and land encroachment								

								Locals say officials and police were either involved in or had turned a blind eye to illegal activity
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered an urgent investigation into local officials in Phuket and Surat Thani provinces over alleged involvement in foreign nominee businesses, illegal land encroachment and other unlawful activities in major tourist areas.
The order followed inspections by the prime minister and senior Interior Ministry officials at Freedom Beach in Phuket and Koh Phangan in Surat Thani on Wednesday. Authorities examined complaints about foreign-controlled businesses operating through Thai nominees and the encroachment of public land.

According to a Government House source, Mr Anutin, also the interior minister, summoned Department of Provincial Administration director-general Narucha Kosacivilize after the visits and instructed him to probe district chiefs and local administrative officials in both provinces over why such activities had been allowed to continue. 

The source added that Mr Anutin personally observed alleged violations during the inspections and received complaints from residents claiming that officials, police officers and personnel from other agencies were either involved in or had turned a blind eye to illegal activity.

The prime minister also instructed Mr Narucha, who serves ex officio on the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) board, to use the agency's mechanisms to scrutinise the financial transactions of administrative officials and police officers in Phuket and Surat Thani. Any links to foreign nominee networks or illicit benefits would result in legal and disciplinary action, the source said.

Police deputy inspector-general and spokesman Pol Lt Gen Trairong Piwpan said investigations on Koh Phangan had identified 3,754 registered companies, of which 2,381 involved foreign shareholders. Two suspects have been arrested and warrants issued for three others acting as proxies. 

Authorities also seized 37 land title deeds linked to illegal nominees, worth more than 150 million baht, as part of the probe into nominee structures and schemes to conceal foreign ownership. Investigators are also examining possible complicity by law firms.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3255029/anutin-orders-probe-into-officials-over-foreign-nominee-firms-and-land-encroachment



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Shots ring out near Cambodian border								

								Thai forces hold fire after concluding gunfire posed no immediate threat
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																Thai troops are on high alert after Cambodian soldiers reportedly fired 11 rounds near the Chong Chom checkpoint in Surin province's Kap Choeng district, raising fears of renewed border clashes.
Thai military officials said the incident occurred on Wednesday evening when small-arms fire was detected from Cambodia's O Smach town at several points along the border.

According to the Suranaree Task Force, the "provocative firing" was intended to test Thai troop deployments rather than to cause casualties.

Thai forces did not return fire after concluding the gunfire posed no immediate threat.

Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said he had been briefed by senior army commanders and noted the shooting had occurred in Cambodian territory.

He added that Thai soldiers had earlier fired two warning shots after a group of Cambodian troops, accompanied by two foreign nationals, approached the border fence and ignored verbal warnings from Thai personnel.

"The military continues to maintain positions along the border. Cambodian forces will not be allowed to violate Thai sovereignty," Mr Anutin said, adding that security forces were operating around the clock.

Defence Ministry spokesman RAdm Surasant Kongsiri said Thailand is committed to rules of engagement that emphasise restraint and graduated responses in accordance with international law and bilateral agreements, but warned Thai forces are ready to defend the country should incursions occur.

Army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree accused Cambodian troops of repeated provocation since a ceasefire agreement earlier this year. He said sporadic gunfire and occasional explosions had continued along parts of the border, describing them as attempts to create tension and provoke Thai retaliation for propaganda purposes, but insisted there was currently no indication the situation would escalate into heavy armed conflict.

He characterised the dispute as increasingly centred on an "information battlefield", with both sides contesting narratives surrounding border incidents.

Nevertheless, anxiety is growing among residents in the border districts of Buri Ram province. Many villagers have begun inspecting reinforced bunkers and shelters, while some families have strengthened underground refuges with concrete pipes and stacks of tyres.

A ceasefire has been in place between  Thailand and Cambodia since late December after two eruptions of fighting along large stretches of their 817-kilometre border, the first of which ended after intervention by United States President Donald Trump.
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									Private jet flights to Cannes called 'obscene'

									Climate activists call rich stars tone-deaf at a time when world faces energy crisis
								

									CANNES, France - Climate activists are urging movie stars to fly economy or take the train to Cannes after saying private jets burned two millions of litres of kerosene getting them to the film festival last year.
									"The rich and famous burning through scarce fuel to get to a film festival isn't just tone deaf, it's obscene," said former Air France pilot Anthony Viaux, one of several to have signed up to the call.

With the war in the Middle East sparking a global fuel crisis, research by environmental group Transport and Environment (T&E) said 750 private jet flights ferried A-listers and Hollywood executives to the world's biggest film festival last year.

"That's equivalent to what 14,000 passengers would have consumed flying between Paris and Athens," the group's head of aviation, Jerome du Boucher, told AFP Thursday.

Former private jet pilot Katie Thompson said stars should follow the example of Narcos actor Pedro Pascal and fly economy class to Cannes.

"Last year Pedro Pascal flew to Cannes in an economy seat. There's no reason the rest of them can't do the same, or take the train where possible," she said.

De Boucher said they were lobbying European governments to ban private jets.

"In a context of climate crisis and oil shock, it seems absolutely obvious that this kerosene should be reserved for more essential uses at a time when we're facing fuel shortages," he said.

Escaping carbon taxes

T&E say that two-thirds of private jets are exempt from carbon taxes under current EU rules, amid fear of reprisals from the Trump administration if the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) is expanded to include them.

Normal airline passengers within the bloc have to pay the taxes while the super rich escape them, they said.

Even some millionaires are calling for change.

Investor Julia Davies, co-founder of Patriotic Millionaires UK, said "private jets are a luxury only the very wealthiest few can afford, yet most of these flights are still not subject to fuel or carbon taxes -- taxes the majority of people pay every day as they travel to work."

Countries across the world have been hit by fuel rationing as Iran's stranglehold on the Strait of Hormuz heads towards it fourth month after the United States and Israel attacked Tehran.

More than 500 flights have already been cancelled in France alone, du Boucher added, with up to 20 million passengers likely to be affected by disruption in Germany over the summer holiday period.

"This oil crisis is an opportunity to put the question of private jet use on the table," De Boucher said.

"The EU needs to close the loopholes to make sure that all private jets and international flights (outside the EU) are subject to carbon taxes in future," said veteran pilot Viaux.

"EU policymakers shouldn't let Trump's administration dictate the rule," he said.

"This oil crisis is an opportunity to put the question of private jet use on the table," De Boucher said.

He said the group's research showed that if everyone taking private jets for the Cannes Film Festival used commercial ones, the festival could go 40% of the way towards its CO2 emissions reduction target for 2030.

AFP have asked the Cannes Film Festival for comment.
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									Thailand Pavilion opens at Cannes

									Country showcasing high-quality creative content and film production incentives
								

									The Thailand Pavilion officially opened at the 79th Cannes Film Festival in France on Wednesday, showcasing Thai content and creative industry entrepreneurs in the global market, as well as cash rebates to attract foreign investment in film production in Thailand.
									The Thai pavilion is located at Booth 112 in the International Village at the event running from May 12 to 23. Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and Culture Minister Sabeeda Thaised led the official opening at 4.30pm local time in Cannes.

Thai K-Pop star Kanphimuk "BamBam" Bhuwakul, a member of the boy band GOT7, also joined the team as a special guest cameo actor from the Thai horror film Confessions of a Shaman, intended to showcase Thailand's internationally recognised expertise in horror film production.

"Thailand's film and video industry is a high-potential creative industry capable of generating economic value, income and employment, while also benefiting related industries," Ms Suphajee said during the ceremony.

"Films are an important tool for promoting Thai identity, culture and image, as well as building international networks and expanding global markets."

The country's participation in festival marks an important step in elevating the industry on the international stage, strengthening confidence among foreign partners and increasing opportunities for Thai productions to gain global recognition on a continuous basis, she said.

Culture Minister Sabeeda said her ministry has worked with the public and private sectors to develop high-quality productions and push Thai films onto the international stage under the "Content Thailand" concept.

On this occasion, two Thai films have been selected for screening at the festival: 9 Temples to Heaven, directed by Sompot Chidgasornpongse, in the Directors' Fortnight section; and What Do You Seek in the Dark?, directed by Tossaphon Riantong, for Critics' Week.

Another highlight this year was the announcement of a new incentive to promote foreign hiring of Thai digital content production services, Ms Sabeeda said.

Foreign companies that hire Thai content producers for projects with a minimum contract value of 5 million baht will receive a cash rebate of up to 20%.

The measure covers comprehensive digital content production services, including animation, visual effects, games and post-production work.

As well, a Thai Pitch event features three film projects being presented to international investors, co-producers and industry professionals. Directors and producers have also joined to exchange ideas and expand collaboration opportunities.

Meanwhile, Thai Cinema Global Showcase 2026 is presenting five standout Thai films, with representatives from five companies participating in discussions aimed at expanding opportunities in international markets.

Another 15 Thai companies are also participated in the film marketplace to showcase their productions and conduct international business negotiations.
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									Business leaders invited to government forum								

								Views on revitalising Thai economy to be sought from key sectors on Friday
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																Leaders of some of Thailand's biggest businesses will meet with the government on Friday to share their concerns and ideas about revitalising the economy, according to government spokeswoman Rachada Dhnadirek.
The forum, titled "Entrepreneurs Speak, Government Listens", will collect input from the private sector to help jointly drive economic development, she said on Thursday.

The event will mark the first time the government has formally provided a platform for direct dialogue with private-sector representatives, Ms Rachada noted.

She said the government is setting out to work hand in hand with businesses to steer the economy forward.

"The government wants to listen to voices from every sector, and the private sector is a key force in helping achieve economic goals," she said.

Representatives of various business groups will present proposals directly to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and relevant ministers during the session.

Leading corporations expected to be represented at the event include Charoen Pokphand Group, Betagro, Thai Beverage, Gulf Development, Bangchak Corporation, Saha Pathanapibul and Central Group.

Other representatives from 10 major business sectors are expected to attend, among them financial services, agriculture and food, automotive, energy, construction and real estate, healthcare, hotels and tourism, retail and consumer goods, and technology.

Participating organisations are expected to include the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking, the Thai Chamber of Commerce, Federation of Thai Industries, Thai Bankers' Association and the Federation of Thai SMEs.
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									People's Party chief formally named opposition leader								

								Natthaphong pledges to provide constructive recommendations to improve government and serve public interest
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, pays respects to the royal portrait of His Majesty the King at a ceremony to receive the Royal Command appointing him as opposition leader at Parliament House on Thursday. (Photo: Parliament)]
											
																							
													Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, pays respects to the royal portrait of His Majesty the King at a ceremony to receive the Royal Command appointing him as opposition leader at Parliament House on Thursday. (Photo: Parliament)												

																					

									

																Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, has formally assumed the role of opposition leader in the House of Representatives, according to a Royal Command published in the Royal Gazette on Thursday.
The announcement stated that following the formation of the government led by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, Mr Natthaphong leads the political party with the largest number of MPs in the House whose members do not hold cabinet posts, nor the positions of House Speaker or Deputy House Speaker.

By virtue of Section 106 of the Constitution, His Majesty the King appointed Natthaphong as leader of the Opposition, effective immediately.

A ceremony to receive the Royal Command was held at 9am on Thursday in Room B1 of Parliament House.

The People's Party won 120 seats in the Feb 28 election, second to Bhumjaithai led by Mr Anutin with 191. The Bhumjaithai-led coalition has 293 MPs in total, while the People's Party is the largest in the 207-member opposition bloc.

Mr Natthaphong, who will be 39 on May 18, is the country's youngest opposition leader. He pledged to carry out his duties with integrity and a strong sense of responsibility as a representative of the people.

He vowed to provide constructive recommendations and to scrutinise the government in a straightforward manner, placing public interest at the forefront.

He also stressed the importance of safeguarding the independence of key oversight bodies, affirming that appointments to such organisations must remain free from domination or interference by any group.

He announced plans to swiftly establish an opposition coordination committee, or opposition whip, to ensure the effective functioning and integrity of parliamentary mechanisms.

Mr Natthaphong also signalled that the opposition would use the parliamentary session on May 15 to press for progress on constitutional amendments and other long-pending legislative proposals.

[image: Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, gives his remarks after being appointed the opposition leader. (Photo: Parliament)]
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the People's Party, delivers remarks after being appointed opposition leader. (Photo: Parliament)
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									Cartier Crash sells for record-breaking $2 million

									Distinctive timepiece among highlights of Christie's rare watches auction
								

									A rare 1990 Cartier "Crash" sold for US$2.03 million at Christie's Geneva Rare Watches Auction this week, setting a world auction record for the model and becoming the most expensive Cartier timepiece ever sold at auction.
									First introduced by Cartier London in 1967, the Crash became one of the maison's most unconventional designs with its warped, asymmetrical case. Over the decades, its silhouette and extreme rarity have transformed the watch from a niche collector's piece into one of the most sought-after symbols of luxury watchmaking.

[image: A closer look at the $2M USD Cartier Crash. (Photo: Christie's)]
A closer look at the $2-million Cartier Crash. (Photo: Christie's)



Held on May 11 and 12 at the Four Seasons Hotel des Bergues in Geneva as part of Geneva Luxury Week, Christie's Rare Watches sale achieved $42.3 million in total. The various-owner auction featured 228 lots and produced the highest result the auction house has ever recorded for a sale of its kind.

Demand remained strong throughout the two-day event, with watches selling for an average of 188% above their low estimates, while 60% of lots surpassed their high estimates.

The results further underscored the enduring appetite among collectors for rare, limited-edition and historically significant timepieces, Christie's said.

[image: F.P. Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref. T, the highest paid watch at the recent Christie's Rare Watches event. (Photo: Christie's)]
F.P.Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref T fetched the highest price at the Rare Watches event. (Photo: Christie's)



The highest-priced watch at the auction was an F.P.Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref T, which fetched $3.12 million -- more than five times its low estimate.

[image: Tiffany Blue(r) Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref. 5711/1A-018, a one of 170. (Photo: Christie's)]
Tiffany Blue(r) Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref 5711/1A-018, one of 170. (Photo: Christie's)



Another highlight was the Tiffany Blue Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref. 5711/1A-018, which realised $1.6 million. Limited to just 170 pieces, the model was introduced in 2021 to commemorate 170th anniversary of the distribution partnership between Tiffany & Co and Patek Philippe.
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																BEIJING -- China's leader, Xi Jinping, delivered a warning on Taiwan to President Donald Trump as they met for a summit in Beijing on Thursday, saying that the issue, if handled poorly, could lead to conflict and "an extremely dangerous situation."
The summit, the first US presidential visit to China in nearly a decade, could determine whether a detente between the two countries will continue -- and what concessions, if any, either side is willing to make.

The leaders met in the Chinese capital in a ceremony laden with pageantry and pleasantries. Xi greeted Trump outside the Great Hall of the People before the two men walked together past an honour guard and rows of cheering children. As "The Star-Spangled Banner" played, a 21-gun salute echoed across Tiananmen Square.

The talks that followed lasted more than two hours. Xi called for the two countries to "be partners, not adversaries." Trump said that he and Xi spoke on the phone to work out problems and called him "a great leader."

Later, at an ornate state banquet in the Great Hall, Xi said in a toast: "The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and making America great again can go hand in hand." Trump thanked Xi for a "magnificent welcome like none other" and formally invited Xi to visit the White House on Sept 24.

Beneath the warm words, Xi's warning concerning Taiwan was a stark reminder of long-standing tensions. "If handled poorly, the two countries will collide or even clash, putting the entire US-China relationship in an extremely dangerous situation," Xi said while referring to Taiwan, according to a readout from Xinhua, China's official news agency.

Aside from Taiwan, Xi and Trump discussed trade, the Middle East, Ukraine and the Korean Peninsula, Xinhua said, without providing details.

The White House said both sides agreed in the talks Thursday that the Strait of Hormuz must remain open. The waterway, crucial for global energy supplies, has been effectively blocked since the US-Israeli war on Iran began in late February. "Both countries agreed that Iran can never have a nuclear weapon," according to the US readout of the meeting.

The Chinese state media summary of the meeting did not mention Iran's nuclear programme or the Strait of Hormuz, saying only that the Middle East was discussed.

The talks also covered fentanyl, securing market access for American companies in China, and increasing Chinese investments in American industries and purchases of US agricultural products, according to the White House.

The two men last met in October in South Korea, where they agreed to pause a trade war in which Beijing had threatened sweeping new export restrictions on rare earths in response to heavy US tariffs on Chinese goods. Xi decided at the time to postpone those measures for a year. A question looming over the summit is whether China will agree to an extension.

Here is what else we are covering:

-- Ancient landmarks: Trump's stops include some of China's most politically and historically significant places, including the Temple of Heaven and the Great Hall of the People.

-- Beef: China granted permission Thursday for hundreds of American slaughterhouses to resume beef shipments to China. The approval came before the start of the Trump-Xi talks.

-- Human rights: Trump has said he will raise the case of Jimmy Lai, an imprisoned pro-democracy media mogul. Other human rights issues, including the repression of the Uyghurs, are unlikely to make the agenda.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									Shots ring out near Cambodian border								

								Thai forces hold fire after concluding gunfire posed no immediate threat
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																Thai troops are on high alert after Cambodian soldiers reportedly fired 11 rounds near the Chong Chom checkpoint in Surin province's Kap Choeng district, raising fears of renewed border clashes.
Thai military officials said the incident occurred on Wednesday evening when small-arms fire was detected from Cambodia's O Smach town at several points along the border.

According to the Suranaree Task Force, the "provocative firing" was intended to test Thai troop deployments rather than to cause casualties.

Thai forces did not return fire after concluding the gunfire posed no immediate threat.

Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said he had been briefed by senior army commanders and noted the shooting had occurred in Cambodian territory.

He added that Thai soldiers had earlier fired two warning shots after a group of Cambodian troops, accompanied by two foreign nationals, approached the border fence and ignored verbal warnings from Thai personnel.

"The military continues to maintain positions along the border. Cambodian forces will not be allowed to violate Thai sovereignty," Mr Anutin said, adding that security forces were operating around the clock.

Defence Ministry spokesman RAdm Surasant Kongsiri said Thailand is committed to rules of engagement that emphasise restraint and graduated responses in accordance with international law and bilateral agreements, but warned Thai forces are ready to defend the country should incursions occur.

Army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree accused Cambodian troops of repeated provocation since a ceasefire agreement earlier this year. He said sporadic gunfire and occasional explosions had continued along parts of the border, describing them as attempts to create tension and provoke Thai retaliation for propaganda purposes, but insisted there was currently no indication the situation would escalate into heavy armed conflict.

He characterised the dispute as increasingly centred on an "information battlefield", with both sides contesting narratives surrounding border incidents.

Nevertheless, anxiety is growing among residents in the border districts of Buri Ram province. Many villagers have begun inspecting reinforced bunkers and shelters, while some families have strengthened underground refuges with concrete pipes and stacks of tyres.

A ceasefire has been in place between  Thailand and Cambodia since late December after two eruptions of fighting along large stretches of their 817-kilometre border, the first of which ended after intervention by United States President Donald Trump.
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									Rainy season to begin officially on Friday								

								Overall rainfall expected to be about 10% below seasonal average, say forecasters
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																Thailand will officially enter the rainy season on Friday, May 15, but with less rain than usual in the forecast, the Meteorological Department announced on Thursday.
The season's official start is dependent on three conditions: continuing rain over 60% or more of upper Thailand, lower-level winds shifting to southwesterly and upper-altitude winds turning to easterly, director-general Sukanyanee Yawinchan said.

This year, the wet season across upper Thailand will continue until around mid-October, while the eastern parts of the South will see rain until December, she said.

Overall, rainfall is expected to be about 10% lower than the seasonal average.

Until mid-June, rainfall is expected to steadily increase in frequency, especially in the East and western parts of the South.

From the end of June into July, rain frequency and intensity will drop, causing a dry spell for a while before resuming in August and September. The latter period should be watched for torrential rain, flash floods, forest runoff and rivers overflowing.

Ms Sukanyanee said the department was monitoring closely the El Nino climate pattern, which currently is still considered to be in neutral condition. However, there is a possibility of a stronger El Nino in the second half of the year, she said.

Scientists have warned of a growing risk of a Super El Nino in the second half of the year, with Southeast Asia expected to be hit particularly hard by dry conditions.

One or two tropical storms are expected to approach the country during August and September, which will mainly affect the North and Northeast.

A monitoring centre for heavy rain and strong winds in the Andaman Sea has also been opened, Ms Sukanyanee said. 


	Very heavy rain predicted from Thursday to Monday
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									Blackchin tilapia reportedly found off Pattaya coast								

								Fisheries officials investigating presence of invasive freshwater fish in seawater
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																Fisheries officials are rushing to inspect seawater in Pattaya on Thursday after freshwater blackchin tilapia were reportedly caught off the beach in the resort city in Chon Buri.
A local fisherman, identified as Start Unkayen, 40, posted a video on his Facebook page on Wednesday. It showed large numbers of blackchin tilapia he caught off Pattaya Beach in Bang Lamung district.

Mr Start, who runs a fishing content channel with over 20,000 followers, said his fellow anglers were alarmed that large schools of blackchin tilapia had appeared in Pattaya, so he went to cast a net to help catch them.

He expressed concern about the marine ecosystem of the area and questioned how the species was able to survive in salt water. 

						

							
						


Officials from the Bang lamung District Fisheries Office said they had become aware through social media monitoring and tips from local fishermen, and were coordinating with relevant agencies to investigate the matter.

The latest inspection at the Na Kluea fishing pier area, where the fish were previously reported about two days ago, found no blackchin tilapia, according to Bang Lamung fisheries official Mayuree Na Phatthalung.

Inspections would be conducted again at the pier and at Pattaya Beach, where information and videos had circulated online, she said on Thursday.

Blackchin tilapia are an invasive species capable of surviving in brackish coastal waters, though they have not yet been found in deep-sea areas. During the rainy weather, freshwater runoff flowing into the sea may have helped facilitate their spread, Ms Mayuree said.

Previously, the species had been found near the mouth of the Bang Lamung canal before disappearing for a period until the recent reported reappearance along the coastline, she said.

Fishermen are being urged to help catch the fish. The fish can be cooked or processed for consumption, as they are safe to eat. However, if small fish are found and not intended for use, they should be destroyed immediately and not released back into the sea or natural waterways.

Blackchin tilapia is an African species that was originally imported to Thailand for research purposes in 2010.

The importer, the agribusiness group CP Foods, said the fish died within three weeks and were subsequently disposed of using approved methods, with samples and documentation sent to the Fisheries Department.

However, blackchin tilapia later started showing up in local waterways, with the first reports in 2012. As their population grew, native fish species started decreasing in number, leading to a major eradication campaign in 2024. 

Population density has since decreased but complete eradication is unlikely, leading to a focus on long-term management and coexistence, authorities have said.
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									Indian pharma fuels Africa's 'zombie drug' crisis								

								Cheap, high-strength synthetic opioids flooding countries where regulation and enforcement are weak
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																NEW DELHI - They come in blister packs of 10 like any normal painkiller and you can buy them easily in roadside kiosks and street pharmacies across west Africa.
Millions of tapentadol tablets from India are helping drive a deadly opioid epidemic ravaging the region, with officials and researchers telling AFP that they are also being added to the "zombie drug" kush.

The cheap pills are so strong that no regulatory authority in the world has approved them.

Yet an AFP investigation found Indian pharmaceutical firms were flooding west Africa with the pills despite New Delhi vowing to crack down on the trade. Some shipments were even labelled "Harmless Medicines for Human Consumption".

Customs records show millions of dollars' worth of the high-strength synthetic opioid being shipped from India every month to Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ghana, where even low doses of the drug are not permitted.

With opioids now heavily regulated in wealthier nations after being linked to one million deaths in the United States alone, some manufacturers in India -- the world's biggest producer of generic drugs -- are pushing hard into Africa.

And in a frightening development, tapentadol is now being added to the "zombie drug" kush, health chiefs and researchers told AFP.

Kush, infamous for the speed with which it hollows out its victims, has already been declared a national emergency in Liberia and Sierra Leone. (Story continues below)

[image: Seized tapentadol tablets lie on the floor at the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency facility in Lagos, Nigeria, on Feb 19, 2026. In many regions of West Africa, tapentadol is still sold as tramadol, with even authorities using tramadol as a generic umbrella code for all pharmaceutical opioids. (Photo: AFP)]
Seized tapentadol tablets lie on the floor at the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency facility in Lagos, Nigeria, on Feb 19, 2026. In many regions of West Africa, tapentadol is still sold as tramadol, with even authorities using tramadol as a generic umbrella code for all pharmaceutical opioids. (Photo: AFP)



Bodies on the streets

The tapentadol twist on the ferociously addictive synthetic cocktail is "very alarming", Ansu Konneh, director of mental health at Sierra Leone's social welfare ministry told AFP.

Bodies are being picked up from "the streets, markets and slums on a daily basis", he said -- with more than 400 corpses collected over three months in the capital Freetown alone.

"They grind and mix it with kush," Freetown-based public health researcher Ronald Abu Bangura told AFP, with tapentadol now "being misused all over the place".

The impoverished nation is struggling to tackle the death and misery. AFP visited addicts in informal detox houses who are sometimes chained up for months to go cold turkey.

Konneh said 90 percent of those admitted to the country's few official rehab centres had smoked kush mixed with tapentadol or other powerful opioids such as nitazenes.

New Delhi declared a "zero-tolerance" crackdown on illegal drug trading in February 2025, banning export of tablets that mixed tapentadol with the muscle relaxant carisoprodol after a BBC investigation exposed the damage they were doing in Ghana.

India's drug regulator, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO), later said it was withdrawing all export clearances for "combinations of tapentadol... which are not approved by an importing country".

But the main trade was always in pure tapentadol tablets, say researchers.

Shipment records reviewed by AFP show that millions of dollars worth of the high-strength pills are still being exported from India to west Africa every month.

The vast bulk are so strong India officially does not even allow their production without special permission.

Yet AFP matched high-strength tapentadol tablets seized in at least four west African countries with Indian export records through their makers' licence numbers.

This was established using commercial shipment data, government seizure records, interviews and documents obtained under India's Right to Information transparency law. (Story continues below)

[image: A member of the Transnational Organized Crime Unit of the Sierra Leone Police loads boxes containing tapentadadol (tramadol) tablets and capsules into the back of a truck after seizing four containers originating from India at the Freetown Terminal, on March 27, 2026. (Photo: AFP)]
A member of the Transnational Organized Crime Unit of the Sierra Leone Police loads boxes containing tapentadadol (tramadol) tablets and capsules into the back of a truck after seizing four containers originating from India at the Freetown Terminal, on March 27, 2026. (Photo: AFP)



Labelled 'harmless medicines'

Tapentadol tablets seized in Sierra Leone in December marked "Made in India" had a manufacturing licence number that corresponds to Gujarat Pharmaceuticals, a company based in Godhra, Gujarat, according to images of the boxes photographed by AFP.

The firm was listed in the export monitoring database Volza as an exporter of tapentadol to west Africa. Its manufacturing licence number appeared on tablets seized last June in Guinea.

A second licence number on tablets seized in the same Guinean operation corresponds to Merit Organics, another Gujarat-based company in the database.

Senegalese authorities seized high-strength 250mg tapentadol tablets in November with a licence number registered to McW Healthcare, a Madhya Pradesh-based company.

A fourth company, PRG Pharma, also made several shipments after New Delhi's ban last February, labelling them as "harmless medicines".

Its director Manish Goyal is a shareholder in Maiden Pharmaceuticals -- a company controlled by his father -- whose cough syrup Gambian authorities blamed for the death of 69 children in 2023.

The Volza database shows McW Healthcare shipped dozens of consignments of 250mg tablets worth more than $1 million to Sierra Leone and Nigeria after the February crackdown.

AFP found a camera repair shop at the Nigerian importer's address in Lagos. Health authorities there said it had no pharmaceutical permit and called the imports "illegal".

Kuwait Customs intercepted tapentadol tablets in January carried by a Beninese traveller. Their packaging bore the licence number of Syncom Formulations. AFP's analysis identified the company as the largest tapentadol exporter to west Africa by value, having shipped consignments worth nearly $15 million after February, many declared as "Harmless Medicines for Human Consumption".

Benin is among the declared destinations for Syncom's shipments.

The Indian Drug Manufacturers' Association -- the largest industry body -- defended the trade, saying "a legitimate manufacturer who has followed the procedures cannot be held responsible for what happens later in the supply chain."

But government officials in Nigeria and Sierra Leone told AFP tapentadol was illegal, while Ghana said it has never been permitted there.

'Get people hooked'

Most people in Africa take tapentadol not to get high but to do brutal back-breaking work, experts say.

It "energises my body to ride day and night", said motorbike taxi rider Abubakar Sesay, who earns a pittance bumping over the bone-rattling backroads of Freetown. "Without it, I can't survive."

Market porters and gold miners from Lagos to Mali use tapentadol pills to push through the pain, according to NGOs.

"It's used as a performance enhancer to enable people to do long hours of hard work," said medical anthropologist Axel Klein of the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime.

Opioids are now the second most used drug in Nigeria after cannabis. Femi Babafemi of the country's NDLEA anti-drug agency said it had seized two billion high-strength pills in 2023 and 2024 alone.

"Kidnappers, terrorists and bandits use these drugs so they can carry out their nefarious activities," he added, with police saying jihadist fighters like Boko Haram also take it "for courage".

The pills are also used as a form of currency in ransoms for kidnappings, Babafemi said.

A tablet is cheaper than a meal in the poor and dusty suburb of the capital Abuja where Boluwatife Owoyemi of YouthRISE Nigeria works with drug users.

As well as "giving them lots of strength... they are those who use it as an appetite suppressant... until they have the money to get food," she said.

With brands like TramaKing, Super Royal 200 and Tamol-X, the pills are "made to look like a medicine", said Klein.

"Consumers (in west Africa) are much more naive than in other parts of the world," he said, and there is little government regulation or enforcement on the ground to protect them.

"This creates opportunities for unscrupulous Indian companies to sell products that are problematic, dangerous, harmful or outright illegal to African countries," Vanda Felbab-Brown, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, who has long studied opioid flows, told AFP.

"Africa is a market that provides opportunities at a low end," she said.

"It's a prime situation for trafficking networks from India to try to get people hooked."

A 'sense of impunity'

Ninety percent of the world's seizures of tramadol over the last decade have been in west and central Africa, according to a new report by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime.

India declared the opioid a controlled narcotic in 2018.

But the report said tapentadol has now "replaced or supplemented" tramadol in many west African countries. Lab tests showing pills sold as tramadol in Sierra Leone were all tapentadol.

While tapentadol is often sold on the streets as tramadol, it is actually two to three times stronger and even more dangerous, experts say.

"Indian pharmaceutical companies began exporting vast quantities of tramadol to west Africa, often at potency levels far beyond what was considered safe for human consumption" about 15 years ago, said Felbab-Brown.

"Domestically they could not sell such potent tramadol but they were indifferent to what was well known to stimulate substance-use disorders in their export markets."

Now the pattern is being repeated with even stronger tapentadol, she added, driven by "poor law enforcement and regulatory controls" and a "sense of impunity".

Tapentadol's tongue-twister name and the confusion with tramadol has further helped it slip under the radar.

'Bypassing restrictions'

Nearly three-quarters of tapentadol exports to west Africa since India's crackdown have been high-strength 225mg and 250mg pills, according to AFP's analysis.

Andrew Somogyi, professor of pharmacology at the University of Adelaide, told AFP he did not know of any country that had approved 225mg tapentadol tablets. He questioned "why a country would want that strength except to bypass regulatory and commercial restrictions".

Dr Viranchi Shah of the Indian Drug Manufacturers' Association said there was a "shared responsibility of all key stakeholders" to stop misuse of the drug.

India's drug regulator, the CDSCO -- which is responsible for issuing export clearances -- told AFP it had "no record" of issuing them for consignments of 225 and 250mg tapentadol. It did not respond to follow-up queries.

Jaydip Patel, of Gujarat Pharmaceuticals, whose tapentadol tablets were seized in Sierra Leone, said their exports were conducted legally.

"The importer gave us an authorisation letter," he said. "After that we got the permission here."

He said Indian manufacturers had switched from exporting tramadol to tapentadol because "tapentadol is easier to export because it is not classified as a narcotic".

When AFP visited Gujarat Pharmaceuticals' premises in Godhra in January, the building appeared deserted and charred tablets lay scattered on the ground alongside piles of ash from a fire.

The other Indian firms did not reply to AFP's questions.

Children now taking it

Ghana's Food and Drugs Authority told AFP it had "never issued any permit for the manufacture or importation of tapentadol of any strength".

Nigeria's National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) said tapentadol was neither registered nor approved in the country. "Any tapentadol product found within Nigeria is unauthorised and illegal," it added.

Sierra Leone's Health Minister Austin Demby told AFP that only 50mg tramadol administered in recognised health facilities was legal.

"Anything outside of that is illegal," he added.

Yet police there said there had been an "unprecedented increase" in tapentadol use by young people, including schoolchildren and university students.

"The suffering is too much," said Hassan Kamara, a traditional healer who runs an informal detox house an hour from Freetown where kush addicts -- who are sometimes psychotic -- lie chained to the floor for months.

Manso Koroma, 31, started taking the "zombie drug" for the pain when he lost his leg after a traffic accident, his body haggard and scarred.

"When I came here I was really violent," he told AFP last year.

"I am OK with the treatment," he said, chained to the bed, the windows and doors barred. "I've recovered. I'm just waiting for my sister to come and I can leave here."

In a country where the scars of a long civil war marked by terrible atrocities are still to heal, even the very young are now taking tapentadol, said mental health chief Ansu Konneh.

"What is worrying is that young children in primary schools are now taking the pills," splitting them into two or four pieces to "mix with energy drinks to increase potency".

The fact that tapentadol looks like a medicine and is sold as one, masks its danger.

The tragedy, said Konneh, is that even addicts seeking help "tell us, 'I've stopped taking kush, I'm just taking tapentadol tablets.' They don't see that to be a problem to their health."
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									Interest decline eases state payment burden								

								Debt outlook remains within rating norms
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																The government's interest payment burden relative to government revenue, even after borrowing 400 billion baht, is unlikely to exceed the level acceptable to credit rating agencies, according to the Finance Ministry.
A ministry source who requested anonymity said the downward trend in interest rates is expected to ease pressure on the government's interest payment burden relative to state revenue.

Rating agencies have set a guideline that this ratio should not exceed 12% of the government's annual revenue to prevent government borrowing from creating an excessive burden through interest payments.

If a larger share of state revenue must be used to service interest obligations, the government has less revenue available for investment and may need to increase borrowing to finance higher fiscal deficits.

The Thai Overnight Repurchase Rate after adding the spread is around 1.1-1.2%, noted the source.

The government's interest payment burden is around 10.2% of government revenue.

Under the borrowing authorised by the 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree, the first round is a maximum of 220 billion baht. Of this amount, 20 billion baht is to be lent to the Oil Fuel Fund to subsidise energy prices, while another 200 billion is for the government's relief measures for people affected by the economic crisis, as well as investments to transition the country from fossil fuels to renewable energy.

The source said the borrowing would be carried out gradually, beginning with loans of 3-5 years before later being converted into long-term bonds with maturities of 15-30 years. This approach should keep the government's public debt level at around 68% in the current fiscal year and 69% in fiscal 2027, below the prescribed ceiling of 70%.

The remaining 200 billion baht under the emergency loan decree is to be borrowed in fiscal 2027.

According to the source, the government's average interest cost across its entire debt portfolio is 2.66%.

The government is utilising Section 172 of the constitution to issue the emergency decree authorising the 400-billion-baht borrowing package, aimed at economic relief and investment in transitioning the country from fossil fuel to renewable energy.

Section 172 stipulates His Majesty the King may issue an emergency decree with the force of law for the purpose of preserving national security, public safety, the country's economic security, or preventing public disasters. This decree may only be issued when the cabinet determines there is an urgent and unavoidable necessity.

However, members of the House of Representatives exercised their rights under Section 173 of the constitution to petition the Constitutional Court, arguing issuance of the decree violates Section 172 because it does not meet the government's claim of necessity relating to economic security.
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																The government has declared war on the encroachment of public land and the use of Thai nominees to front foreign-owned businesses, starting with Koh Phangan in Surat Thani and at Freedom Beach in Phuket.
Prime Minister Autin Charnvirakul on Wednesday led a delegation including Natural Resources and Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin and deputy ministers from the transport and interior ministries on an inspection trip to Koh Phangan and later to Freedom Beach.

The premier first visited Kohphangansuksak School, where officials briefed him on efforts to curb foreign business operations run through Thai nominees, in violation of the Foreign Business Act.

Speaking while meeting residents and officials at the school, he said the government travelled to the island to address mounting problems linked to illegal business activities and encroachment.

"We understand foreign tourists who come to Thailand bring money and help the economy, but we want legitimate spending from visitors who come here to travel, relax and enjoy themselves, not to come here and conduct businesses illegally. That is unacceptable because this is our home," he said.

Mr Anutin said the government was committed to ensuring visitors were welcomed and provided with convenience, but said they should not take over jobs or roles meant for local people.

"We must preserve the environment and keep our beaches beautiful. Nobody has the right to claim ownership over public beaches in front of villas or hotels because beaches belong to everyone," he said.

"Land allocation must directly benefit local people, not be controlled by certain individuals, groups or companies that later subdivide it for profit. That goes against the purpose and will not be allowed to happen."

Mr Anutin described the trip as his first official visit to Koh Phangan to monitor illegal activities affecting residents and restore order. The government wanted Koh Phangan to remain an attractive tourism destination while ensuring local people could earn a living fairly and enjoy a good quality of life.

Mr Anutin later travelled to Freedom Beach in Phuket's Kathu district. Provincial authorities, forestry officials and police reported on legal action taken against suspected encroachers and influential groups operating in the area.

The visit came as police launched a coordinated crackdown on Koh Phangan. Authorities raided 32 locations linked to suspected nominee business networks on the island.

Officials said Koh Phangan has 3,754 registered legal entities, of which 2,381 involve foreign shareholders. Among them, 243 firms are under scrutiny, while investigators identified 27 companies linked to nominee structures and the ownership of 37 land plots worth an estimated 150 million baht.

On Tuesday, a 51-year-old suspect identified only as Parintr surrendered to police at Karon station to acknowledge charges in four forest encroachment cases covering more than 10 rai near Freedom Beach in Phuket.

Officials said the investigations stemmed from complaints about influential groups occupying protected forest land and attempting to sell parts of the area to foreigners.

Chalermpong Saengdee, an opposition People's Party MP for Phuket, said the encroachment issue had become a major concern because Phuket relied heavily on natural resources and tourism.

Authorities said a total of 23 cases have been filed this year involving encroachment and seizures in protected forest areas surrounding Freedom Beach in Phuket, covering land in Karon and Patong subdistricts within the Nak Kerd mountain forest reserve.


	Editorial: Beach grabs must end
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									Border trade boosted by flood of electronics								

								Third-country trade up 41% in March
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																Thailand's border trade with third countries increased by 41.4% year-on-year in March, surpassing 100 billion baht, driven by a substantial rise in electronic product imports, according to the Department of Foreign Trade (DFT).
Border trade with third countries refers to the exchange of goods between Thailand and the final destinations, utilising transit routes through neighbouring nations.

The trade value tallied 106 billion baht, a 41.4% increase year-on-year. Exports amounted to 48.5 billion baht, up 34.8%, and imports totalled 57.1 billion baht, a gain of 47.4%.

Trade with China posted the highest value at 50.5 billion baht, followed by Vietnam at 17.7 billion baht and Singapore at 17.1 billion baht.

Key exports included hard disk drives valued at 9.87 billion baht, phones and peripherals at 5.66 billion baht, and computers and peripherals at 2.96 billion baht.

In the first quarter, trade with third countries totalled 275 billion baht, a 35% increase. Exports tallied 138 billion baht, up 40%, and imports totalled 137 billion baht, rising 30.4%.

Arada Fuangtong, director-general of the DFT, said imports of key electronic products rose by 47.4%, including computer components such as assembled printed circuit boards and other automatic data processing machine parts at 9.61 billion baht, up 569%; radios, smartphones and TVs at 5.56 billion baht, a gain of 48.4%; and magnetic tapes and magnetic disks for computers at 5.21 billion baht, increasing 22.2%.

Imports from China expanded by 34.9%, from Singapore by 14.5%, and from Vietnam by 208.5%, according to the department.

In March, border trade with four neighbouring countries declined by 21.6% year-on-year to 72.7 billion baht. Exports amounted to 44.8 billion baht, a 19.8% decrease, and imports totalled 27.9 billion baht, down 24.3%.

Border trade with Malaysia recorded the highest value at 28.0 billion baht, up 3.1%.

In contrast, trade with Laos fell by 4.4% to 25.6 billion baht, trade with Myanmar declined by 7.4% to 17.1 billion, and border trade with Cambodia tallied zero.

In the first quarter, border trade with neighbouring countries fell by 22.7% to 203 billion baht. Exports totalled 119 billion baht, up 27.1%, while imports decreased by 20% to 84.7 billion baht.

For March, Thailand's total border trade, including trade with third countries, expanded by 6.5% to 178 billion baht. Exports amounted to 93.3 billion baht, while imports totalled 85.1 billion baht.

Trade rose by 2.5% to 479 billion baht in the first quarter, comprising exports of 257 billion baht and imports of 222 billion baht.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul dismissed claims circulating in Cambodia that Thailand would reopen border checkpoints, saying a viral audio clip was clearly AI-generated and urged the public not to be misled.
Mr Anutin was referring to an audio clip disseminated by a Cambodian online influencer using the Thai prime minister's voice to claim border crossings would reopen.

Mr Anutin said he had never made such remarks and confirmed there would be no reopening of border checkpoints.

"I do not speak like that. These tactics are becoming less credible every day," he said.

He also addressed Cambodia's remarks that it would not pursue bilateral talks after Thailand announced the cancellation of the 2001 memorandum of understanding on overlapping maritime claims, known as MoU 44.

He said Thailand had the right to revoke the agreement without seeking approval from any party.

Mr Anutin said he informed Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet of Thailand's position during the Asean Summit in Cebu, the Philippines. Cambodia acknowledged the decision but expressed disappointment.

Mr Anutin said Thailand would proceed through mechanisms under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (Unclos), adding Cambodia's reference to compulsory conciliation reflected its own position on the dispute.

"Thailand is not under pressure. We will continue to follow international mechanisms," he said.

On the issue of Thais detained by Cambodian soldiers while foraging near the border, the prime minister said authorities were coordinating assistance.

Cambodians who crossed into Thailand in the past in a non-threatening manner had been treated in accordance with humanitarian principles.

"This is a problem between governments, not between people. Thais and Cambodians are not enemies," he said.

Meanwhile, army chief-of-staff Chaipruak Doungprapat said troops would strengthen border controls and increase patrols using sensors and drones after reports of Cambodian soldiers entering forest areas around Chong Sai Taku in Buri Ram.

As the border terrain was complex and heavily forested, Cambodian forces may have crossed accidentally while foraging or patrolling in the area, he said.

He also urged villagers to inform local officials before entering forest zones near the border.
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																Pilots in Thailand have begun to feel the impact of reduced flights, as some low-cost carriers have announced a 20% cut in allowances and reduced productivity pay to cope with rising operational costs.
Teerawat Angkasakulkiat, president of the Thai Pilots Association, said pilots working for Thai low-cost carriers have seen their flight hours reduced by 10% since last month, while Thai Airways cut flights on certain routes and dates, though this has yet to affect its pilots.

He said this month some low-cost carriers have begun cost-optimising measures, implementing a temporary reduction of certain allowances, including those related to duty travel requests, per diem allowance, instructor allowance, and follow flight allowance.

A low-cost carrier based at Don Mueang airport also reduced its productivity allowance by 30%, meaning pilots will earn less despite maintaining flight hours at certain levels, according to a source in the aviation industry.

Mr Teerawat said some airlines opted to split payroll payments into two instalments per month, as they remain highly cautious in managing operational costs during this difficult period.

However, no airline has introduced furloughs yet, unlike during the pandemic.

More than 1,000 licensed pilots are still awaiting jobs in the Thai market, according to the association.

All airlines in Thailand have reduced flights by 10-20% and increased fuel surcharges since April to cope with rising fuel prices caused by disruptions to the main transport route through the Strait of Hormuz.

Last week, representatives from the Airlines Association of Thailand met with the transport minister, Airports of Thailand and the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand to discuss ongoing impacts from the Middle East crisis.

The association requested reducing, waiving or postponing increases in aviation fees and charges for six months; extending the credit term for fees incurred between April and September by six months; and cutting the excise tax on jet A-1 fuel from 4.726 baht to 0.20 baht per litre for six months, or extending the related credit term by the same period.

According to the International Air Transport Association's Jet Fuel Price Monitor, the average price for the week ending May 8 was US$162.89 per barrel, down 10.1% from the previous week and 13.5% month-on-month, but still 80.9% higher year-on-year.
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									Singapore Airlines flags surging fuel costs; annual profit halves on one-offs								

								Carrier warns impact of  fuel cost rise to [?]intensify, says fare hikes  do not fully offset rise in jet fuel prices
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Airport officials gather near the aircraft ladder attached to the Singapore Airlines aircraft for flight SQ321 parked on the tarmac at Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan province, Thailand, on May 22, 2024. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													Airport officials gather near the aircraft ladder attached to the Singapore Airlines aircraft for flight SQ321 parked on the tarmac at Suvarnabhumi airport in Samut Prakan province, Thailand, on May 22, 2024. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																SINGAPORE -- Singapore Airlines warned on Thursday that surging fuel costs due to the US-Iran conflict were still "filtering through" and would weigh more heavily in the year ahead, even as it reported a smaller-than-expected 57.4% drop in annual profit.
The fallout of higher  jet fuel prices on [?]costs was only partially reflected in March, Singapore's flag carrier said in its fiscal 2026 earnings report, which largely captured performance from a period before the conflict in the Middle East.

The group's fuel bills are typically priced on a lagged basis, and the full impact of the surge is expected to feed through in the following year, the airline added.

The closure of the key Strait of Hormuz after the outbreak of the US-Israeli war on Iran in [?]late February has sent jet fuel prices surging far beyond the rise in crude prices, compounding cost pressures across the global aviation industry.

"While SIA and Scoot have raised air fares across their network, the adjustments do not fully offset the rise in the price of jet fuel, which is the group's single-largest expenditure item," it said. Scoot is Singapore Airlines'  budget arm.

Concensus-beating results on strong demand

The airline's full-year profit more than halved year-on-year, largely due to a S$1.1 billion one-time gain in the year-ago period from the integration of its Vistara  joint venture into Air India.

Losses from Air India, in which the group owns a 25.1% stake, further compounded the decline.

The company's net profit of S$1.18 billion (US$927.09 million) still beat Visible Alpha's consensus  estimate [?]of S$1.08 billion, and its operating profit rose 39% due to "healthy demand" for air travel during the reporting period.

The group carried a record 42.4 million passengers this year, [?]with passenger yields -- a measure of revenue per passenger kilometre -- recovering in the second half after pressure from intensified competition due to an industry-wide capacity expansion.

"We expect yield performance to remain robust, with yields at full-service carrier SIA to rise by double digits Y/Y [?]in FY27F and mid-single digit at Scoot," said DBS equity research analyst Tabitha Foo.

"Nonetheless, this will  only partially offset the higher fuel burden, with meaningful margin compression ahead."

Singapore Airlines said it was wary of the Middle East developments and the duration of the conflict, adding that the conflict carried implications for supply chains and macroeconomic conditions that could affect demand.

It handed out a final dividend [?]of 22 Singapore cents and a special dividend  of 7 Singapore cents.
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								Views on revitalising Thai economy to be sought from key sectors on Friday
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																Leaders of some of Thailand's biggest businesses will meet with the government on Friday to share their concerns and ideas about revitalising the economy, according to government spokeswoman Rachada Dhnadirek.
The forum, titled "Entrepreneurs Speak, Government Listens", will collect input from the private sector to help jointly drive economic development, she said on Thursday.

The event will mark the first time the government has formally provided a platform for direct dialogue with private-sector representatives, Ms Rachada noted.

She said the government is setting out to work hand in hand with businesses to steer the economy forward.

"The government wants to listen to voices from every sector, and the private sector is a key force in helping achieve economic goals," she said.

Representatives of various business groups will present proposals directly to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and relevant ministers during the session.

Leading corporations expected to be represented at the event include Charoen Pokphand Group, Betagro, Thai Beverage, Gulf Development, Bangchak Corporation, Saha Pathanapibul and Central Group.

Other representatives from 10 major business sectors are expected to attend, among them financial services, agriculture and food, automotive, energy, construction and real estate, healthcare, hotels and tourism, retail and consumer goods, and technology.

Participating organisations are expected to include the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking, the Thai Chamber of Commerce, Federation of Thai Industries, Thai Bankers' Association and the Federation of Thai SMEs.
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																The government's interest payment burden relative to government revenue, even after borrowing 400 billion baht, is unlikely to exceed the level acceptable to credit rating agencies, according to the Finance Ministry.
A ministry source who requested anonymity said the downward trend in interest rates is expected to ease pressure on the government's interest payment burden relative to state revenue.

Rating agencies have set a guideline that this ratio should not exceed 12% of the government's annual revenue to prevent government borrowing from creating an excessive burden through interest payments.

If a larger share of state revenue must be used to service interest obligations, the government has less revenue available for investment and may need to increase borrowing to finance higher fiscal deficits.

The Thai Overnight Repurchase Rate after adding the spread is around 1.1-1.2%, noted the source.

The government's interest payment burden is around 10.2% of government revenue.

Under the borrowing authorised by the 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree, the first round is a maximum of 220 billion baht. Of this amount, 20 billion baht is to be lent to the Oil Fuel Fund to subsidise energy prices, while another 200 billion is for the government's relief measures for people affected by the economic crisis, as well as investments to transition the country from fossil fuels to renewable energy.

The source said the borrowing would be carried out gradually, beginning with loans of 3-5 years before later being converted into long-term bonds with maturities of 15-30 years. This approach should keep the government's public debt level at around 68% in the current fiscal year and 69% in fiscal 2027, below the prescribed ceiling of 70%.

The remaining 200 billion baht under the emergency loan decree is to be borrowed in fiscal 2027.

According to the source, the government's average interest cost across its entire debt portfolio is 2.66%.

The government is utilising Section 172 of the constitution to issue the emergency decree authorising the 400-billion-baht borrowing package, aimed at economic relief and investment in transitioning the country from fossil fuel to renewable energy.

Section 172 stipulates His Majesty the King may issue an emergency decree with the force of law for the purpose of preserving national security, public safety, the country's economic security, or preventing public disasters. This decree may only be issued when the cabinet determines there is an urgent and unavoidable necessity.

However, members of the House of Representatives exercised their rights under Section 173 of the constitution to petition the Constitutional Court, arguing issuance of the decree violates Section 172 because it does not meet the government's claim of necessity relating to economic security.
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																Centara Hotels and Resorts is focusing on maintaining room rates and introducing new guest experiences to drive revenue, avoiding heavy discounts in the second half to stay afloat during the Middle East conflict.
Chief operating officer Michael Henssler said in the previous 2-3 months since the Gulf war began, tourism revenue in major destinations such as Bangkok, Phuket and Samui dropped by roughly 6-7% due to the long-haul market's decline, mainly attributed to flight disruption.

However, hotel performance in second-tier destinations such as Ayutthaya and Nakhon Ratchasima remains static, driven by domestic and short-haul markets.

Mr Henssler said although arrivals from the long-haul market and the meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions (Mice) segment dropped in the second quarter, large source markets such as China and India were able to offset the decline.

The company observed recovery signs for the third quarter and is confident the fourth quarter will deliver a better performance as the high season starts, he said.

"We are looking at a disrupted but still good year," said Mr Henssler, adding that Thailand is a resilient destination, luring demand from global travellers.

The company will focus on maintaining appropriate room rates, ensuring guests' security, safety and a good guest experience without overtly discounting in order to draw visitors. Any special discount will only be a short-term marketing tool.

It also unveiled new brand touchpoints for its four-star brand Centara to elevate guest experience.

David Martens, vice-president of operations at Centara, said this brand continues to evolve, targeting many generations of guests looking for comfortable stays and meaningful local experiences.

The Centara brand operates 28 hotels in Thailand and overseas, which is the largest footprint of its 55 hotels in operation.

Mr Martens said its new brand touchpoints feature six experiences such as the "Welcome Wish" ritual, inviting guests to apply gold leaf to elephant statues, which is a symbolic Thai tradition, and a scenic space design curated for each hotel at its welcoming area.

There is a check-in experience for children, and daily surprises for guests such as free snacks, or discount coupons for service within the hotel.

The hotel also introduces personalised pillow selections, mindfulness playlists and teas to ensure comfortable rest.

Centara is collaborating with local operators at destinations, such as sourcing local menus for its buffet line, hosting workshops and showcasing local artist exhibitions.

Centara Hotels and Resorts earned 3.75 billion baht revenue in the first quarter, a 5% year-on-year increase with 845 million baht net profit.

The company reported a 78% average occupancy rate across the portfolio, with 5,359 baht revenue per available room, a 6% year-on-year increase.
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																Thailand's border trade with third countries increased by 41.4% year-on-year in March, surpassing 100 billion baht, driven by a substantial rise in electronic product imports, according to the Department of Foreign Trade (DFT).
Border trade with third countries refers to the exchange of goods between Thailand and the final destinations, utilising transit routes through neighbouring nations.

The trade value tallied 106 billion baht, a 41.4% increase year-on-year. Exports amounted to 48.5 billion baht, up 34.8%, and imports totalled 57.1 billion baht, a gain of 47.4%.

Trade with China posted the highest value at 50.5 billion baht, followed by Vietnam at 17.7 billion baht and Singapore at 17.1 billion baht.

Key exports included hard disk drives valued at 9.87 billion baht, phones and peripherals at 5.66 billion baht, and computers and peripherals at 2.96 billion baht.

In the first quarter, trade with third countries totalled 275 billion baht, a 35% increase. Exports tallied 138 billion baht, up 40%, and imports totalled 137 billion baht, rising 30.4%.

Arada Fuangtong, director-general of the DFT, said imports of key electronic products rose by 47.4%, including computer components such as assembled printed circuit boards and other automatic data processing machine parts at 9.61 billion baht, up 569%; radios, smartphones and TVs at 5.56 billion baht, a gain of 48.4%; and magnetic tapes and magnetic disks for computers at 5.21 billion baht, increasing 22.2%.

Imports from China expanded by 34.9%, from Singapore by 14.5%, and from Vietnam by 208.5%, according to the department.

In March, border trade with four neighbouring countries declined by 21.6% year-on-year to 72.7 billion baht. Exports amounted to 44.8 billion baht, a 19.8% decrease, and imports totalled 27.9 billion baht, down 24.3%.

Border trade with Malaysia recorded the highest value at 28.0 billion baht, up 3.1%.

In contrast, trade with Laos fell by 4.4% to 25.6 billion baht, trade with Myanmar declined by 7.4% to 17.1 billion, and border trade with Cambodia tallied zero.

In the first quarter, border trade with neighbouring countries fell by 22.7% to 203 billion baht. Exports totalled 119 billion baht, up 27.1%, while imports decreased by 20% to 84.7 billion baht.

For March, Thailand's total border trade, including trade with third countries, expanded by 6.5% to 178 billion baht. Exports amounted to 93.3 billion baht, while imports totalled 85.1 billion baht.

Trade rose by 2.5% to 479 billion baht in the first quarter, comprising exports of 257 billion baht and imports of 222 billion baht.
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																Pilots in Thailand have begun to feel the impact of reduced flights, as some low-cost carriers have announced a 20% cut in allowances and reduced productivity pay to cope with rising operational costs.
Teerawat Angkasakulkiat, president of the Thai Pilots Association, said pilots working for Thai low-cost carriers have seen their flight hours reduced by 10% since last month, while Thai Airways cut flights on certain routes and dates, though this has yet to affect its pilots.

He said this month some low-cost carriers have begun cost-optimising measures, implementing a temporary reduction of certain allowances, including those related to duty travel requests, per diem allowance, instructor allowance, and follow flight allowance.

A low-cost carrier based at Don Mueang airport also reduced its productivity allowance by 30%, meaning pilots will earn less despite maintaining flight hours at certain levels, according to a source in the aviation industry.

Mr Teerawat said some airlines opted to split payroll payments into two instalments per month, as they remain highly cautious in managing operational costs during this difficult period.

However, no airline has introduced furloughs yet, unlike during the pandemic.

More than 1,000 licensed pilots are still awaiting jobs in the Thai market, according to the association.

All airlines in Thailand have reduced flights by 10-20% and increased fuel surcharges since April to cope with rising fuel prices caused by disruptions to the main transport route through the Strait of Hormuz.

Last week, representatives from the Airlines Association of Thailand met with the transport minister, Airports of Thailand and the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand to discuss ongoing impacts from the Middle East crisis.

The association requested reducing, waiving or postponing increases in aviation fees and charges for six months; extending the credit term for fees incurred between April and September by six months; and cutting the excise tax on jet A-1 fuel from 4.726 baht to 0.20 baht per litre for six months, or extending the related credit term by the same period.

According to the International Air Transport Association's Jet Fuel Price Monitor, the average price for the week ending May 8 was US$162.89 per barrel, down 10.1% from the previous week and 13.5% month-on-month, but still 80.9% higher year-on-year.
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								Thai producers fear flood of imports
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Visitors browse various BEV brands at the Bangkok International Motor Show in April. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
											
																							
													Visitors browse various BEV brands at the Bangkok International Motor Show in April. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)												

																					

									

																Thailand's automotive and auto parts associations are urging the government to impose steep import duties on Chinese battery electric vehicles (BEVs), warning that once the EV3.5 incentive scheme ends, a surge in imports could severely damage the domestic car industry.
The EV3.5 scheme, which runs from 2024 to 2027, offers tax cuts and subsidies to automakers in exchange for investment in BEV assembly plants in Thailand.

To accelerate domestic industry growth, the scheme requires automakers to maintain a production-to-import ratio. Companies must produce two BEVs locally for every one imported between 2024 and 2025. The ratio rises to three locally produced vehicles for every imported unit by 2027.

However, industry leaders fear Chinese automakers may scale back or halt local production once they meet the minimum requirements under EV3.5.

An executive from the Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand (EVAT) who requested anonymity warned that such a shift could deal a serious blow to Thailand's BEV manufacturing sector, as well as to auto parts makers and suppliers.

EVAT and nine other associations plan to submit a proposal to the government today calling for a 32% import duty on Chinese BEVs.

Chinese automakers enjoy zero tariffs on BEV imports under the Asean-China Free Trade Agreement, but imports are still subject to other duties depending on the type of vehicle.

Companies participating in the EV3.5 scheme receive further reductions on certain duties, giving them an added advantage in the Thai market.

Industry analysts argue that without stronger protections, Thailand's auto parts sector, which comprises around 1,700 companies under the Federation of Thai Industries, will suffer. Most of these firms are small or medium-sized original equipment manufacturers, categorised as tier 2 and tier 3 suppliers.

Tier 1 producers are typically subsidiaries of global carmakers.

The associations also want the government to tighten requirements on local content.

Global EV producers receiving investment incentives from the Board of Investment must source 40% of their EV components domestically. The groups want to raise this figure to 80%, arguing that higher local content would strengthen Thailand's supply chain and safeguard jobs.

Concerns over sluggish car sales have already prompted the National EV Policy Committee to ease production rules. Under the revised framework, each BEV produced for export counts as 1.5 units towards the quota, giving automakers more flexibility.

Still, industry leaders remain wary of Chinese firms adjusting their strategies in ways that could disadvantage Thai producers.

"A flood of Chinese EVs would hurt local BEV manufacturing, auto parts makers, and suppliers," the EVAT executive said. "We are hoping to submit and discuss the proposals with the government as soon as possible."

The associations plan to meet with officials from the Finance and Industry ministries to press their case.
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																The Bank of Thailand expects business operators to raise prices for goods and services by no more than 20%, with more frequent price adjustments in response to higher energy costs.
The central bank's business survey found most large Thai companies plan to increase prices by no more than 20%, with adjustments remaining below the pace of rising costs due to constraints from weak purchasing power and intense competition.

The pass-through of higher energy costs has already occurred in the transport sector, particularly for public transport fares and airline tickets, said Don Nakornthab, assistant governor for monetary policy at the regulator.

Other affected sectors include fisheries, which are energy-intensive, as well as tourism-related businesses such as hotels. Industries facing higher raw material costs include petrochemicals, chemicals, plastics and agriculture, which have been stung by rising energy prices.

Speaking at the central bank's monetary policy forum yesterday, Mr Don said rising costs are prompting businesses to pass on expenses more frequently to preserve profit margins, rather than waiting for regular pricing cycles such as annual or semi-annual adjustments.

The survey found the cost increases are broad-based, resulting in many businesses taking longer to gradually pass these costs on to consumers, as each sector has different buffers to absorb the impact, such as inventory levels and profit margins.

Oil prices are highly visible to the public and directly influence economic behaviour, a phenomenon known as a "salient shock", he noted.

When oil prices rise, producers, competitors and consumers all pay closer attention and perceive cost pressures in the same direction, making it easier for businesses to raise prices.

The central bank plans to monitor businesses' pricing behaviour, particularly how they pass on energy costs to other categories of goods and services. Another focus will be salient shocks that occur frequently or persist for a prolonged period, said Mr Don.

Due to rising raw material costs, inventories held by some businesses that typically last for 1-3 months are gradually being depleted. Affected sectors include restaurants, food and beverage producers, automotive and auto parts manufacturers, construction materials, and the construction and real estate industries.

If the conflict in the Middle East extends into the second half of the year and raw material costs continue to rise, manufacturing industries could face greater pressure, noted the central bank. For example, helium shortages could affect the semiconductor, medical, automotive and auto parts industries, although some alternative import sources are available.

Regarding the government's 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree, Mr Don said the measure is expected to have a limited impact on inflation this year, with the main effect from 200 billion in stimulus packages, particularly the co-payment scheme and state welfare card programme.

The central bank expects the stimulus measures to contribute around 0.6 percentage points to Thai GDP growth this year, based on the current growth forecast of 1.5%.

The regulator predicts headline inflation could accelerate and remain above the target range for 3-4 quarters, potentially rising to 4-5%. Headline inflation is projected to average 2.9% in 2026 before easing to 1.5% in 2027.

Meanwhile, core inflation is not expected to rise significantly due to weak purchasing power.
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																Central Plaza Hotel Plc (Centel) posted a reported net profit including non-recurring items of 2.14 billion baht for the first quarter of 2026, up 186% year-on-year.
The significant increase was attributed to the disposal of assets in the joint venture Centara Osaka Tokutei Mokutei Kaisha on March 27, 2026, in line with the company's capital recycling strategy.

The company recognised a share of gains by the equity method (netting off impairment of related investment) of 1.08 billion baht from the disposal of assets of the joint venture.

Centel recorded total revenue of 6.98 billion baht, a gain of 223 million baht or 3% year-on-year.

As of March 31, the company had 90 hotels under management for a combined 19,529 rooms, with 52 operating hotels (11,179 rooms) and 38 hotels under development (8,350 rooms).

Of the operating hotels, 22 are owned and operated by the company, while 30 are operated under the company's hotel management agreements.

The hotel business reported a net profit of 1.91 billion baht for the period, skyrocketing 222% year-on-year.

The food business recognised total revenue of 3.22 billion baht, up 1%, and net profit of 232 million baht, an increase of 50% year-on-year. The net profit margin rose to 7% for food revenue, mainly driven by an increase in the share of profit from investment in joint ventures, the closure of non-profitable branches, and continued improvements in cost management efficiency.

The company said there were several factors that may impact the tourism industry this year, including pressure from the global economic slowdown, geopolitical uncertainties, and the ongoing war in the Middle East.

These conditions may result in restrictions on flight routes and long-haul travel, as well as volatility in global oil prices that could increase travel costs and lead tourists to adopt more cautious spending behaviour.

As a consequence, Centel's hotel business in the Middle East, the Maldives, and certain areas of Thailand may experience a slowdown, it noted in a report.

The company will continue to operate with prudence by adjusting sales and marketing strategies, monitoring performance, controlling costs and expenses, and maintaining strong operational efficiency and financial discipline, according to Centel.

In February 2026, the company's board of directors approved the establishment of a joint venture with PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR), with Centel holding 51% of the registered capital and OR 49%.

The joint venture was established to develop and operate budget hotels as part of Centel's growth strategy to expand its hotel portfolio to cover a range of customer segments.
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																Netflix is strengthening its investment footprint in Thailand's creative economy, revealing it invested more than US$200 million in Thai content production between 2021 and 2024.
The global streaming platform's investment supported the production of more than 20 original Thai films and series, while generating over 13,500 jobs for local cast and crew nationwide.

The report outlined Netflix's cultural, economic and social impact over the past decade.

The platform said it contributed more than $325 billion to the global economy over the last 10 years, while spending over $135 billion on film and series production worldwide.

The company said it has supported more than 425,000 jobs and over 700,000 additional extras and day workers globally.

Ted Sarandos, co-chief executive of Netflix, said the company now produces films and series in more than 4,500 cities and towns across over 50 countries, creating jobs and supporting local businesses wherever productions are made.

For Thailand, the investment highlights the country's growing role in the global entertainment and streaming industry, as international platforms increasingly seek local-language content with cross-border appeal.

Malobika Banerji, senior director of content for Southeast Asia at Netflix, said Thailand has strong creative talent and storytelling capabilities that resonate with global audiences, and the company remains committed to investing in local creators and high-quality productions.

As of January 2026, 34 Thai titles had appeared in Netflix's global top 10 non-English rankings, generating more than 750 million viewing hours worldwide, the report noted.

Thai productions such as Hunger, Master of the House, Don't Come Home, Terror Tuesday: Extreme and The Red Line were highlighted among titles gaining international audiences.

Beyond production spending, Netflix said its activities have contributed to tourism promotion and workforce development. Production locations featured in Thai titles have helped spotlight destinations such as Chiang Rai, Nong Khai, Suphan Buri, Nakhon Ratchasima and Chon Buri.
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																The government is declaring war on beach land grabs in Phuket through Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's proposed "Bang Tao Sandbox" campaign.
The pilot project aims to address disputes related to public land and beach encroachment while ensuring a balance between law enforcement and residents' livelihoods. Mr Anutin says that if the sandbox succeeds, it will become a model for solving public land encroachment problems in other areas.

The crackdown follows reports of mafia-style intimidation in the southern resort province after complaints from residents and businesses about harassment by criminal gangs and influential groups linked to encroachment on public land along Bang Tao Beach in Phuket.

Needless to say, the "Bang Tao Sandbox" inspires hope. But questions need to be asked about what kind of "balance" between law enforcement and land encroachment the government intends to strike. Does this "balance" mean business operators will still be allowed to trade on public beaches despite clearly violating the law? If so, how can the government balance ecological protection with commercial interests when public beach land -- much of it ecologically sensitive -- is opened to private and commercial use?

The land grabs at Bang Tao Beach are just the latest example of encroachment at tourist destinations.

All this raises several questions. Is a campaign such as the "Bang Tao Sandbox" sufficient to address the problem? What is the sustainable solution?

Many experts have warned that solving the land-grabbing problem sustainably requires addressing the core issue: clear land demarcation, defining the boundaries between public land and private property.

Coastal ecologist Sakanan Plathong, a lecturer in the Department of Biology at the Faculty of Science, Prince of Songkla University, says the grabbing of public beach land will worsen unless the Harbour Department, which oversees coastal land and beaches in all coastal provinces, takes stronger action.

Decades ago, the department placed white demarcation markers in some coastal areas to define the starting point of public beach zones.

The problem is that few people know where these markers are, or whether they still exist. The lack of clear legal demarcation only encourages false land claims, in some cases, unknowingly.

The government also needs to inspect construction projects being developed on public beaches along the country's coastlines. The problem has persisted for years without a serious crackdown. Governments often act tough only after reports of intimidation by land grabbers receive media attention.

Declaring war on mafias or creating models such as the Bang Tao Sandbox are good starts. But the effort will become just another flash in the pan unless Mr Anutin orders the Harbour Department to do its job properly by clearly identifying public beach demarcation lines. Without reliable land demarcation, disputes and competing land claims -- which open the door to corruption -- will never end.

Past reference --

Keep beaches publicThe public's reaction to a foreigner accused of kicking a female doctor who sat stargazing in front of his swanky Phuket villa is a reflection of the deep frustration over the unchecked tourism and land development on the tourist island.

Many local people over the weekend gathered at Yamu Beach in Phuket's Thalang district to rally for the reclamation of public beaches or to condemn the actions of the Swiss man Urs "David" Fehr.

The 45-year-old expat has become semi persona non grata after being accused of using insulting words and kicking Dr Thandao Chandam, who works at Dibuk Hospital in Phuket, as she and her friend were stargazing from a step in front of his villa on Feb 24.

It turns out that a step of the villa where the doctor and her friend was seated wass illegally built on Yamu Beach, which is a public space, and now local police have ordered that the wide concrete step be removed.

The situation regarding the use of land that helped lead to this incident is not uncommon.

Beaches along Thailand's coastal provinces -- except areas situated in national parks -- are public spaces accessible by any individuals, but it has become a near normal practice that hotels and some private residences try to restrict the public's use of beaches.

Most of the kingdom's tourist beaches -- such as those where private landowners managed to acquire land plots adjacent to beaches -- often have these problems.

In the case of Hua Hin beach and several beaches in Phuket and Krabi, the majority of plots along beaches are privately owned.

These private owners built their houses and buildings that have subsequently hindered public access to the beaches.

Despite these landowners breaking no laws, such land development technically gives them quasi-exclusive access to public beaches.

It all brings up a number of questions, such as: What is the solution? What is a sustainable way to put ensure public access at beaches and prevent private landowners grabbing public land?

Respected coastal ecologist Sakanan Plathong -- a lecturer with the Department of Biology, Faculty of Science at Prince of Songkla University -- has warned that the grabbing of public beach land will worsen unless the Harbour Department that oversees coastal land and beaches in all 23 coastal provinces does something.

The department decades ago placed white demarcation markers in some coastal areas in coastal provinces to define the starting point of public beach areas.

But the only problem is that no one even knows or has found out where these markers are. A lack of clear legal demarcating signs only gives way to false claims -- unknowingly in some cases.

Instead of letting conservationists and local people launch campaigns to reclaim public beaches from investors or rich foreigners, the Harbour Department should do its job better by making it clear where public beach demarcation lines are.

The government also needs to carry out inspections to check on the construction projects that are going up on the public beaches along the country's coastlines.

The angst should not stop with this particular incident in Phuket, which has upset so many. Concern should be extended to all public beaches.

Failing to solve the public beach issue means more people will be chased away on beaches that belong to everyone.
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																Thailand's Land Bridge is back in the policy spotlight, but the financing question remains unresolved. Thailand now faces a different geopolitical landscape, but the deeper challenge endures: how can the country turn infrastructure ambition into practical actions that attract long-term capital?
The project is presented as a strategic corridor linking the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea, reducing reliance on the Strait of Malacca and positioning the country as a regional logistics hub.

Its geopolitical appeal is clear amid concerns over supply-chain resilience, China's regional influence and US-China rivalry. Yet geopolitical logic alone does not make a project bankable.

Thailand needs a credible growth story as a matter of national interest, but it faces a lingering chicken-and-egg problem: investors will not commit capital unless they believe in growth, while stronger growth is difficult to achieve without infrastructure investment.

Ambition, however, is not the same as bankability. Governments may focus on economic IRR, which captures wider benefits such as logistics efficiency, tourism, regional development, local jobs and industrial spillovers.

Private investors evaluate project-level cash flow and return on investment much more rigorously. They do not invest in national aspiration. They invest in risk-adjusted projects.

This is the real challenge for the proposed Land Bridge. A project of this scale cannot be financed by slogans, public-private partnership labels or broad references to foreign investor interest alone. It requires a clear answer to one basic question: who takes which risk?

After all, private contractors and lenders cannot absorb risks beyond their control: demand uncertainty, land acquisition, environmental opposition and shifts in government policy.

Demand risk is particularly important. If cargo owners, shipping lines and logistics operators do not use the corridor at the expected volume and price, project cash flow will not materialise. Feasibility studies, which often look optimistic, must therefore be scrutinised independently and carefully. Equity sponsors and banks cannot participate without credible support mechanisms.

This does not mean the Land Bridge should be dismissed. It means Thailand must redesign the financial architecture before expecting capital to arrive.

For instance, a listed infrastructure fund or trust could be part of the solution. Such a scheme can connect long-term domestic savings with operating infrastructure assets. But it should not be viewed as a silver bullet for absorbing greenfield demand risk. Its typical investors seek stable cash flows or dividends from brownfield assets with operating history. They are not natural first-loss capital providers for a trillion-baht greenfield corridor whose demand profile remains uncertain.

The more realistic role of a listed infrastructure platform is capital recycling. Once assets are built and generating predictable cash flows, they can be partially transferred into such a vehicle.

This gives strategic sponsors, EPC contractors and O&M partners a visible exit or refinancing route, while offering Thai savers, pension funds, insurers and retail investors long-term baht cash flows without full early-stage project risk. Exit visibility can also encourage EPC and O&M firms to participate as minority equity investors or long-term operating partners, helping Thailand recycle capital from completed assets into new infrastructure projects.

But the listed vehicle is only one layer. Thailand also requires stronger project-level structuring capability. Dedicated project companies can bridge strategic sponsors, banks and capital markets by providing catalytic capital, preferred equity, subordinated debt, refinancing visibility or structured participation for EPC and O&M partners. Used properly, they would not hide risk. They would allocate it more transparently.

This model is relevant beyond the Land Bridge. Thailand has many smaller infrastructure opportunities that should be easier to finance than a mega-corridor. Phuket, Chiang Mai, Pattaya and several resort islands face chronic shortages in public transport, waste treatment, water systems and environmental infrastructure.

Tourism taxes, user charges, availability payments, municipal support, green finance and private sector participation could all be combined into investable projects. Better infrastructure is a precondition for higher-quality tourism, which in turn attracts further investment and creates jobs.

However, not every necessary infrastructure project can or should be fully commercial. It may not be realistic to bundle unprofitable projects with profitable ones and assume private capital will accept the trade-off. If a project is economically necessary but financially weak, the government should step in through public funding, viability gap support or targeted mechanisms, including ODA finance where appropriate.

This is where Thailand's debate must become more disciplined. The country should separate broad economic benefit from project-level financial return, and public policy from private investability. Without that discipline and due diligence, every large project risks being described as strategic while remaining unaccountable.

The Land Bridge could become a turning point if Thailand uses it to rethink its infrastructure finance game plan more structurally. The government must clarify concession terms and support mechanisms, while project sponsors structure investable cash flows and capital market institutions create credible recycling channels.

A pipeline of smaller bankable projects may be as important as one mega-project because it can build the institutional capability required for larger ambitions.

Thailand should continue to think big. But the future of the Land Bridge does not rest on engineering or politics alone. It depends on whether Thailand can build a model that turns national ambition into bankable cash flow.

Dai Kadomae, founder of GARYO FINANCE, is a former CFO and investment banker with over 25 years of experience in cross-border M&A advisory, capital markets and infrastructure finance.
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																I have one question about "Thai Help Thai Plus" -- also known as the Khon La Krueng Plus programme. What will happen after the cash support ends in four months if oil prices remain elevated for an extended period?
Most experts expect high prices to persist throughout much of 2026. Will the economy be able to sustain growth, or will it revert to stagflation? The relief is obviously temporary, but the debt is long-term. There must be a better solution than handing out free money for consumption.

In fact, there is a better solution. The answer depends on how the question is framed. If the question is how to provide temporary relief to consumers during a cost-of-living crisis, then a cash-handout scheme may be the only immediate option.

But if the question is how to generate sustainable income growth so workers can cope with higher living costs on their own, then the answer lies in higher wages, job creation and skills upgrading. There is a vast difference between demand-side and supply-side solutions.

Do not dismiss this as wishful thinking. Supply-side policies are often criticised for failing to deliver, but my proposal is both practical and economically sound. It would, however, require a separate article to explain fully. The key concept is import substitution for Chinese products.

Back to the issue of misguided fiscal policy.

What should people do when times are tough, and income no longer covers expenses? Essentially, there are two choices. The first is to cut spending and seek supplementary income. The second is to borrow money from friends. The government has chosen the second option.

Thailand is a country of recurring economic hardship, where cash-handout programmes are repeatedly rolled out as a solution. Many Thais appear to believe the government owns a limitless money-printing machine.

When Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was in office last year, he and his finance minister launched a cash-handout scheme called "Half-and-Half Plus" with a budget of 44 billion baht. This came on top of another 22.8 billion baht distributed to 13.4 million welfare-card holders.

The justification, according to the finance minister, was to prevent a slowdown in GDP growth and pave the way for 3% growth. The assumption was that once Thailand overcame a temporary economic setback, growth would become self-sustaining. But what is the economic basis for that claim? Is it not obvious that this kind of support has only a short-term effect?

Cash handouts are an inefficient use of public money. Demand-side stimulus packages provide only temporary benefits. Worse still, they risk creating dependency, encouraging people to demand more handouts in future. The money could be put to far better use through supply-side measures such as improving SME productivity, raising education standards and investing in irrigation systems.

One country that learned the hard way that demand-side support can lead to disaster is Argentina. After years of fiscal problems, Argentina imposed greater discipline and reduced government debt to 53% of GDP in 2016.

Then conditions deteriorated, particularly after the global oil price doubled. As in Thailand today, rising energy prices pushed up household costs and fuelled inflation. To ease hardship, President Mauricio Macri expanded social transfers and subsidies. By 2020, Argentina's government debt had doubled to 104% of GDP.

Governments are inherently inefficient allocators of capital. Numerous studies have examined the effectiveness of public spending. One of the most compelling is a Bank of Thailand study titled "Fiscal Impulse and Fiscal Multiplier of Thailand", published in 2008. Although dated, its conclusions remain relevant.

The study found that the effectiveness of fiscal spending depends heavily on the type of expenditure. Current expenditure was found to be 100% effective, investment spending 80% effective -- with corruption potentially accounting for some of the losses -- while transfer payments such as cash handouts were only 40% effective.

In other words, if the government distributes 100 baht in cash support, only 40 baht contributes to GDP. The remaining 60 baht is effectively lost, possibly through spending on imports.

Another study, conducted by a Chulalongkorn University economics professor and released in 2023, examined the Half-and-Half scheme under former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha. It found the programme's marginal propensity to consume was only 0.4, meaning just 40 baht out of every 100 baht distributed was actually spent on consumption.

While sales at participating businesses rose by 174%, consumers simply cut spending elsewhere. If only 40% of the handout was used for consumption, where did the rest go?

Given these findings, I was initially relieved to hear that the Thai Help Thai Plus scheme would probably not proceed because of insufficient liquidity to fund it. However, that assumption may prove wrong. The Bank of Thailand (BoT) appears ready to provide the necessary liquidity by effectively printing money to purchase 400 billion baht in new government bonds.

When the BoT says the Thai banking system has more than 1 trillion baht in excess liquidity, it does not mean commercial banks are sitting on 1 trillion baht in idle cash.

It means they hold large amounts of government bonds as investments. The BoT would then purchase 400 billion baht worth of these bonds through open-market operations, injecting fresh cash into the banking system. With an additional 400 billion baht on hand, commercial banks would be more than willing to buy the new Thai Help Thai Plus bonds.

Former prime minister Srettha Thavisin previously sought BoT assistance to finance his controversial 540 billion baht digital-wallet handout through similar open market operations. The previous BoT governor rejected the proposal, arguing that it violated the principle that central banks should not print money to finance government spending. The current governor may hold a different view.

In reality, governments cannot raise such enormous sums without central bank support. The Bank of Japan (BoJ) has been the largest buyer of Japanese government bonds since 2006. In fact, the BoJ purchased 97% of JGB issuance because few investors were willing to accept such low yields. Without the BoJ's aggressive monetary support, the Japanese government would arguably have faced insolvency long ago.

But central bank cooperation comes at a heavy price. The cost of the BoJ's money-printing policies has been the sharp depreciation of the yen, which has lost nearly half its value over the past two decades.

Why do I have the feeling that the Thai baht may face similar depreciation pressures if the BoT prints 400 billion baht to support the new emergency borrowing bill?

A good government should act as the "wind beneath the wings" of the economy, not attempt to lead it outright. This 400 billion baht emergency borrowing bill amounts to 2.1% of GDP. If the state can simply borrow and spend its way to growth with the support of a cooperative central bank, then why do we even need a productive private sector struggling to drive the economy forward?
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																In a recent New York Times essay, Northeastern University psychology professor David DeSteno posed a provocative question: Can religion make AI more moral? Religion, he argued, draws its transformative power not from doctrine or scripture, but from physical rituals such as fasting, breathwork, and communal prayer. Because AI has no body and no capacity for compassion, gratitude, or moral struggle, these mechanisms lie beyond its reach.
This argument, while compelling, misidentifies the problem. Of course, we cannot make AI virtuous in the way that a meditating monk is transformed through spiritual practice. But the real question is who determines the values embedded in the AI systems that shape how billions of people make decisions, and which moral traditions and assumptions those systems ultimately reflect.

In just a few years, AI has become a fixture of daily life. In a 2025 global Ipsos survey, 53% of respondents said AI has already changed their lives, while two-thirds expect it to change society even further in the coming years.

AI's growing influence is rooted in the fact that it is trained on the accumulated record of human knowledge, language, and behaviour. Increasingly, these systems also learn through simulation, developing powerful capabilities that are not fully explainable, even to their creators.

While people use AI to become more productive, they are also beginning to rely on it to feel seen and understood. In this sense, generative AI has moved beyond utility into intimacy, entering emotional spaces once reserved for human relationships. Among younger users in particular, chatbots are becoming confidants, offering reassurance and advice. For some, AI is already the preferred source of comfort and counsel.

But heavy reliance on AI companions carries profound risks, as it is associated with loneliness and reduced social engagement. A major part of AI's appeal is that, unlike human relationships, it offers interaction without friction. Over time, the danger is that it may condition people to seek relationships that no human being can sustain.

Something similar is happening in the domain of morality and spirituality, as people increasingly turn to AI systems with questions of meaning, ethics, and belief. Many now use AI to summarise sacred texts, interpret religious doctrine, and seek moral guidance.

The problem is not merely regulatory or technical. It concerns how people understand themselves, how they relate to one another, and how they tell right from wrong. These are not questions that better models or stricter compliance alone can answer; they require judgment, context, and moral imagination. In short, they require wisdom.

That is where DeSteno's argument falls short. The value of faith traditions in the age of AI lies not in their ability to make machines spiritual, but in the preservation of centuries of moral reasoning. Across cultures and continents, faith communities continue to play a unique role in shaping moral understanding. Religious leaders remain among the most trusted figures, particularly in moments of ethical ambiguity or personal crisis. While AI can simulate empathy, it cannot feel it, and therefore has little to offer in such moments.

At the same time, AI can play a powerful role in protecting vulnerable people and strengthening communities when used carefully and strategically. Our combined experience in law enforcement, child and community protection, technology, policy, and interfaith collaboration -- including through the Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities -- has taught us that AI can help identify threat patterns, flag risks, and support early intervention.

The hard work of understanding why harm occurs, however, cannot be automated. Rebuilding trust within communities fractured by violence, exploitation, or neglect requires human relationships, moral credibility, and lived experience.

With this in mind, the Faith-AI Covenant initiative held its inaugural roundtable in New York in April, bringing together representatives from more than 15 faith communities and leading AI companies, including OpenAI and Anthropic. The initiative draws inspiration from countries that have sought to integrate ethical frameworks into AI development. Chief among them is the United Arab Emirates, home to more than 200 nationalities and all major religions, which Microsoft recently ranked as a global leader in workplace AI adoption.

The Covenant's premise is straightforward: since AI models are already shaping how people think, relate, and make decisions, the values embedded within them cannot be determined solely by technical processes. They must also be informed by the moral traditions that have long guided human societies. Rather than encoding religious doctrine into governance frameworks, the goal is to ensure that human values and social responsibility remain central to them.

By fostering collaboration between AI developers and faith communities, the Faith-AI Covenant seeks to connect the technical architecture of these systems with the ethical foundations of the societies they increasingly influence. Informed by discussions between AI and faith leaders from around the world, its aim is to advance shared moral frameworks that protect dignity, agency, and cognitive liberty, ensuring that those principles shape how AI models are designed and deployed.

To reduce the risk of inaccurate or harmful AI-generated interpretations, the initiative supports the creation of a verified, consensus-based body of religious knowledge across traditions and languages. It also encourages developers and faith leaders to design safety mechanisms that can identify and mitigate harms such as exploitation, radicalisation, and manipulation.

At the heart of the Faith-AI Covenant is the belief that technological progress and the moral wisdom of faith communities are not in conflict with one another. AI is set to transform every aspect of our societies. The question is whether that transformation will be driven only by technological capability or guided by the values and personal bonds that make us human. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Dana Humaid Al Marzouqi is Co-Chair of the Faith-AI Covenant Global Initiative and Chief Executive of the Interfaith Alliance for Safer Communities (IAFSC). Joanna Shields, a former UK minister for internet safety and security, is Co-Chair of the Faith-AI Covenant Global Initiative.
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																I remember voting for the governor of Bangkok for the first time in 2022. It was exciting. For the first time, candidates were talking seriously about the structural problems holding Bangkok back and what it would mean to build a city for everyone.
That election shaped my understanding of what politics should be. At their core, elections are about hope: deciding what is broken, what matters most, and who might fix it. They carry the hope that the city you live in can become closer to the city you imagine, not only for yourself, but for people who have it harder than you.

But this June 28 feels different.

Like many young Bangkokians, I have realised that although we now broadly agree on what Bangkok should become, the structural barriers remain largely unchanged. The people this conversation is supposed to be about -- the motorcycle taxi driver, the construction worker, the street vendor -- still face the same compounding crises. Extreme heat. Dangerous air. Flooding that arrives first in the neighbourhoods where the land was cheapest. Bangkok remains the hardest place to live in for the people the language was meant for.

The numbers are not abstract. Bangkok now experiences around 45 extreme-heat days per year, a number projected to nearly triple by 2050. PM2.5 pollution regularly exceeds WHO safety guidelines several times over. More than 600,000 registered migrant workers from Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos, alongside hundreds of thousands of informal Thai workers, keep this city functioning before most of us are awake. They are the, the capillaries, that both leading campaigns have finally learned to name.

And anyone who works on this knows why naming alone is not enough.

Many of the real levers sit beyond the governor's reach: with the Department of Land Transport, with national energy policy, with a parliament that has little incentive to devolve power to Bangkok. Even declaring Bangkok a pollution control zone, a step that would simply unlock a dedicated budget for air quality work, required Chadchart Sittipunt to petition the central government. He asked. They stalled. The smog returned.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration Act of 1985 limits what any governor can do. Bills must pass through the Ministry of Interior. Traffic management is fragmented across 37 agencies. A governor can reduce harm at the edges -- and a good one does -- but the root causes require a transfer of power that only parliament can authorise.

The real battle to make Bangkok work for everyone was always a parliamentary one. And in many ways, it happened two months ago in the general election.

The same parliament that opposes meaningful decentralisation and a new Bangkok Act was returned to power.

We lost that round without fully realising it was the decisive one.

As I try to write honestly about this election, I keep returning to the same thought: the problems are no longer hidden. Every structural failure has already been named. We know where the power sits. We know which laws need changing.

And that is what unsettles me most.

For years, academics, civil servants, politicians and social critics have all been saying versions of the same thing: Bangkok has capable people. It simply does not have the right system.

That leaves many people who care deeply about this city trapped in an uncomfortable position. We can see the problems clearly, yet remain unable to fully solve them.

In Greek mythology, Sisyphus is condemned to roll a boulder uphill for eternity, only to watch it roll back down each time he nears the top. Sometimes it feels as though everyone trying to push Bangkok forward is living inside that story.

And the general election just rolled the rock back down.

I think many of us are tired.

But four years on, this election has given me a different understanding of what hope actually means.

Hope is not optimism. It is not believing everything will work out.

It is choosing to keep going anyway.

We vote. We pressure parliament. We show up at constituency offices. We keep forcing Bangkok's structural problems into public view until they can no longer be ignored.

Because the fight was never only about the governor.

Hope remains at the centre of this election. But hope alone is not enough unless we carry it forward ourselves: through every ballot cast, every demand made to our representatives, every moment we refuse to stay quiet. Only then can Bangkok's structural problems escape the limits of an outdated law and become the national political struggle they have always deserved to be.

Not because we know it will work.

Hope, at this point, is not a feeling. It is a choice you make with clear eyes, knowing the hill, knowing the weight, not knowing if you will ever reach the top.

And if you are privileged enough to see this clearly, and still choose to care, then this is your rock.

Carry it anyway.

Thunpicha Greigarn is a climate and inclusion policy specialist based in Bangkok.
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																Among the attributes of the Dutch people are hard work, punctuality, and a friendly, free spirit. But when the new Netherlands coalition government was formed earlier in the year, one of its first steps was a massive tax increase on an already overburdened population. The increase of the Value Added Tax (VAT) from an already robust 9% to 21%, literally overnight, has jolted business ledgers and key sectors, among them tourism and the famous flower industry.
Naturally, as in most European countries, never mind American states, the government is addicted to higher spending, expanding "services" and keeping a bloated bureaucracy afloat. In the case of the Netherlands creaking new minority three-party coalition government, lacking a parliamentary majority, has proposed a "Let's Get to Work; Building a better Netherlands" programme with some novel fiscal policies for this largely prosperous country of 18 million people.

The 21% VAT hits the hospitality industry, namely hotels, which are already feeling the pinch as summer approaches and tourists from neighbouring countries are shying away from bookings. Equally, according to industry sources, domestic Dutch tourism has seen a dip in reservations too.

Certain hotels are feeling the fiscal pain, but many managers concede they are "absorbing some of the new tax costs" to avoid dampening foreign bookings. Some hotel groups have noticed a falloff in bookings. But even in the Hague, the staid seat of government, higher taxes have equally had an impact on tourism as restaurant and drink prices have risen.

VAT targets goods and services, a consumption tax levied on the value added at each stage of a product's production and distribution. All European Union countries have high VATs; with Belgium at 21%, Germany at 19% and Sweden at 25%. Only non-EU Switzerland has a lower VAT at 8%.

Fortunately, the government doesn't want to increase gasoline taxes; the current price is just over $10.50 (340 baht) per gallon (3.785 litres). Euro News reports that the Netherlands has the highest petrol and diesel prices in Europe. Given the size of the Dutch trucking industry, diesel prices will be passed on to consumers. But despite higher fuel costs for personal vehicle travel and transportation, train fares will increase by just over 6%.

Importantly, the Netherlands' major horticulture industry, the marketing of Holland's flowers, is also feeling the VAT tax pinch. Royal Flora Holland, the huge growers cooperative and distribution centre, deemed the new tax initiative "a very bad plan by the new government."

Wageningen University & Research points to a fall in sales of almost $459 million and the loss of nearly 2,400 full-time jobs in the horticulture sector, adds the Holland Times newspaper.

The new government, led by Prime Minister Robert Jetten of the progressive D66 centre-left party and two smaller libertarian parties in coalition, including the VVD People's Party for Freedom and Democracy, face pushback and political "horse-trading" from many of the 15 parties in parliament.

Just across the North Sea from the Netherlands, I can't help but comment on the seismic political events in the United Kingdom. Local and regional council elections throughout the UK delivered a greater-than-expected shock to both the sitting Labour government and the opposition Conservatives, who suffered stunning political losses to the populist Reform Party and, to a degree, the hard-Left Greens. These elections were not based on traditional ideology but on how the government performs or doesn't on the local council level.

For example, Labour lost 1,496 seats nationally while holding just over 1,000. The Conservatives lost 563 seats but held 801. But the upstart Reform of Nigel Farage won a stunning 1,453 seats while the Greens gained 441. Not surprisingly, Reform showed best in areas which supported Brexit a decade ago. And Labour lost badly to Reform in regions that were traditionally trade-union and post-industrial but fed up with Labour's political promises. But as the Spectator conceded, "Brexit Britain" voters have also deserted the Conservatives to Reform.

BBC pundits pointed to a "political reset" as Prime Minister Kier Starmer's Labour Party was jolted by results which pointed to a "new political universe," rather than the more traditional two-party system. Mr Starmer's standing has been rocked, and he may not hold on. Rebellion within Labour's ranks threatens to topple the PM, who came to power just under two years ago in a convincing landslide. But the tides have changed.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defuse issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3254234/netherlands-tax-binge-hurts-growth-and-jobs



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Fisheries app farce deepens								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: Fisheries app farce deepens]
											
																					

									

																It sounds like a classic case of "fishy business". A newly launched AI-driven fish identification application by the Department of Fisheries caused a major brouhaha after it reportedly identified a photograph of deep-fried dough sticks as a goldfish.
The misidentification cannot be dismissed as a technical glitch. The app fails to even recognise entries within the animal kingdom, let alone the same species.

Given such a glaring and public failure, it is highly questionable why the application was green-lit for launch in the first place. The Fisheries Department certainly set a high bar when it debuted the FishAI application in early May.

Inviting the public to experience "one snap, all information", the department boasted that the smartphone app could navigate a "big data" repository of over 2,000 types of aquatic species and plants.

Netizens who rushed to test the new application were met with immediate, almost comedic outcomes. Beyond the fried dough "goldfish" debacle, the AI struggled with basic aquatic biology -- a photograph of a shrimp was identified as a mackerel while the ubiquitous Nile tilapia was mistaken for a carp.

Even when an image of a fish taken from the app's own library was fed back into the system, the AI failed to recognise it, stating it could not identify the species.

Public debate intensified following reports that the app's development budget exceeded 9 million baht. On social media, the consensus is one of disbelief. Taxpayers are openly questioning why such a staggering sum was spent on a proprietary tool when free, existing AI platforms can apparently perform the same task with greater precision.

In a defensive about-face, the fisheries department claimed the application was merely a prototype, currently capable of identifying only about 50 species. To bridge the gap between its "big data" promise and reality, the department even urged the public to submit images to human experts via the app to help improve the database and accuracy.

The department's revision of the app's promise is simply unacceptable. This is less about technical errors than a breach of public trust. The issue is not whether the app's current capabilities -- or lack thereof -- justify a nine-million-baht investment, but how an error-prone project was approved for a high-profile public rollout.

Instead, the public received a swift exoneration. Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives Watcharaphon Khaokham quickly guaranteed that there is no irregularity in the FishAI project after meeting with relevant officials. He also defended the app developer, citing a strong professional record and noting their agreement to improve the app's functions. Unfortunately, the "record" seems to speak for itself. By asking the public to help "train" the system that was launched as a finished product, the department is essentially asking citizens to do the work they already paid nine million baht for. Indeed, this FishAI is just the latest controversy that undermines the department -- earlier was its ham-fisted management of the invasion of black-chin tilapia -- an invasive species from the African continent imported over 15 years ago and now found in public water in 19 provinces.

A transparent inquiry into the procurement and approval process of the FishAI app is necessary. Without professional wind, the fisheries department risks its reputation becoming as unreliable as the app itself.
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																The Global Mediation Summit brought together distinguished former leaders, diplomats, mediators, and scholars from around the world in Hong Kong SAR from May 7-9. The Summit was professionally organised by the International Organization for Mediation (IOMed) under the United Nations framework, with the support of China, to discuss an increasingly important question: how can mediation help preserve peace, stability, and the peaceful settlement of disputes between states, between states and investors, and within the broader sphere of international commercial and transnational disputes, in a world that is becoming more fragmented, polarised, and uncertain?
The discussions throughout the summit were both timely and thought-provoking. They reflected a shared concern that the international environment today is fundamentally different from the relatively stable post-Cold War order many of us once knew.

Strategic rivalry among major powers has intensified. Trust between nations has declined. Geopolitical competition has expanded beyond traditional security concerns into economics, technology, energy, climate, cyberspace, supply chains, logistics, and information domains. Conflicts that once remained localised are now quickly internationalised, often becoming entangled in wider geopolitical agendas.

In many parts of the world, dialogue itself is becoming increasingly difficult. Yet paradoxically, it is precisely under such circumstances that mediation becomes more necessary than ever.

One of the recurring themes discussed during the summit was that no single power today is capable of imposing order upon an increasingly multipolar world. In such an environment, mechanisms that help sustain communication, preserve trust, and prevent escalation become critically important.

Mediation should not be viewed as an idealistic pursuit of peace. Increasingly, it is becoming a strategic necessity.

This reality is particularly relevant to Asia. For decades, Asian diplomacy -- especially within Asean -- has often relied less on confrontation and more on consultation, accommodation, consensus-building, and quiet engagement. Progress may sometimes appear slow or ambiguous, but the underlying objective has always been to preserve dialogue and avoid escalation.

This tradition of "quiet diplomacy" has at times been underestimated by observers outside the region. However, in today's increasingly polarised world, the ability to maintain communication among competing parties may prove to be one of the most valuable diplomatic assets of all.

This was also one of the important perspectives reflected in the works and discussions of respected experts at the summit, many of whom have long argued that successful mediation in Asia depends not on public pressure or confrontation, but on trust-building, cultural understanding, patience, and political accommodation.

Peace processes rarely succeed through humiliation or coercion alone. Sustainable solutions often require careful listening, discreet engagement, and the preservation of dignity for all sides involved. These principles are highly consistent with Asean's diplomatic culture and also with Thailand's long-standing diplomatic traditions.

As a country situated at the heart of mainland Southeast Asia, Thailand has historically pursued moderation, balance, and constructive engagement. Thailand has maintained friendly relations with countries across different political and strategic alignments. This ability to communicate with all sides has long been one of Thailand's important diplomatic strengths.

In this context, Thailand should consider deeper engagement with emerging international mediation mechanisms, including the IOMed.

The emergence of IOMed reflects a broader global trend: the growing demand for additional platforms dedicated to the peaceful settlement of disputes at a time when many existing international mechanisms face increasing limitations and geopolitical paralysis.

Participation in such initiatives should not be viewed through the narrow lens of bloc politics or strategic competition. Rather, it should be regarded as part of a broader commitment to strengthening peaceful dialogue and dispute-settlement mechanisms within an increasingly complex international order.

For Thailand, participation in IOMed could offer several potential benefits.

First, it would be consistent with Thailand's long-standing support for multilateralism and the peaceful settlement of disputes under international law.

Second, it would allow Thailand to contribute constructively to the shaping of an evolving Asian mediation architecture, particularly at a time when Asia is playing an increasingly influential role in global affairs.

Third, it would reinforce Thailand's position as a constructive middle power capable of maintaining dialogue across geopolitical divides.

Equally important is the role of Track II diplomacy in supporting such efforts.

Under the stewardship of Prof Dr Surakiart Sathirathai, the Asian Peace and Reconciliation Council (APRC) has consistently promoted dialogue, preventive diplomacy, and peaceful engagement on complex regional issues. In periods when official diplomacy may face constraints, informal channels often become even more valuable.

In today's world, preserving dialogue may itself be an important contribution to peace. Ultimately, mediation is not a sign of weakness. On the contrary, it reflects political maturity, strategic patience, and the recognition that sustainable peace cannot be achieved through confrontation alone.

At a time when the world appears increasingly divided, the ability to continue talking, listening, and building trust across differences may become one of the most important forms of diplomacy in our time.

Pisanu Suvanajata is a former Ambassador of Thailand to Myanmar and the United Kingdom.
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																President Ferdinand Marcos Jr was candid with his colleagues during the wrap-up Asean dinner, confiding that the Cebu summit had turned out differently from how he had envisioned it. He had originally imagined a chairship centred on cultural celebration and regional camaraderie -- he intentionally uses the term "chairship" instead of "chairmanship".
Then geopolitical developments abruptly shifted the summit's compass toward pressing security issues. Yet, drawing on the Philippines' history and tradition as a nation of proud seafarers, the country has demonstrated its ability to navigate the bloc toward a more secure future, no matter how fierce the storm or from which direction it comes.

Furthermore, he presided over the summit retreat with the newest participant, Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao of Timor-Leste, attending as a full member alongside other Asean leaders, including Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto.

The newfound camaraderie between Mr Gusmao and Mr Prabowo under the Asean roof enlivened the retreat so much that leaders spoke without relying on prepared speeches. There were tears and laughter.

As such, the Cebu summit will be remembered as one of the bloc's most consequential gatherings. The chair faced a severe test after the Middle East crisis erupted two months ago, sending shock waves through the regional economy.

Manila recently declared a national energy security emergency and scaled the meeting down to a "bare-bones" summit. As it turned out, however, those bones still had plenty of meat on them. The outcomes were substantive. Remaining Asean programmes and activities will also be conducted online, with fewer in-person meetings.

In Cebu, Asean leaders explored the development of strategic oil and petroleum reserves across member states. The idea draws inspiration from 2008, when Asean -- also under Philippine leadership -- successfully established an emergency rice reserve with the Plus Three countries of China, Japan and South Korea in response to the regional rice crisis.

That precedent offers hope that today's energy shocks could follow a similar path. Doubtless, Asean leaders tasked their economic ministers with studying ways to establish petroleum reserves. They are also aware that petroleum is a different commodity that requires an efficient supporting framework.

Beyond the economic shocks, the Asean chair has played a constructive role in easing tensions in the Thai-Cambodian conflict and steering discussions on the Myanmar crisis. Both challenges remain unresolved, with significant hurdles still ahead.

Mr Marcos managed to bring together Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and Prime Minister Hun Manet for a face-to-face meeting, allowing them to speak directly rather than through third parties or across media megaphones. Mr Anutin was elected prime minister in early April, and despite the Dec 27 ceasefire agreement, the leaders had not sat down together since.

During the 75-minute tete-a-tete, tensions between the protagonists gradually eased. Both leaders agreed to task their foreign ministers with identifying areas of common ground that could be acted upon immediately.

They also agreed to extend the mandate of the Asean Observer Team by another three months through the end of July under the chair's coordination. The team's primary role is to monitor the ceasefire and oversee confidence-building measures on both sides. Asean members have also expressed readiness to provide humanitarian assistance to affected populations.

Mr Anutin also used the occasion to formally inform Hun Manet about Thailand's decision to withdraw from MOU44. Both sides remain committed to using existing bilateral mechanisms. In addition, both are signatories to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the international framework governing maritime zones and boundaries, among other matters.

On the Myanmar front, during the closed-door retreat, Mr Marcos revealed that many Asean members openly voiced frustration over Myanmar, even as they searched for a credible way forward. Asean, he stressed, does not view Myanmar merely as a trade partner or neighbour, but as a family member. As such, it is a tragedy, the president said, when a family member is left behind for whatever reason.

That sentiment, however, comes with firm conditions. Asean will not compromise its core principles -- respect for human rights, the rule of law and, in Myanmar's case, the Five-Point Consensus (5PC). Launched just 12 weeks after the Tatmadaw seized power on Feb 1, 2021, the 5PC remains the bloc's primary yardstick for gauging Myanmar's readiness to return.

Its five pillars are: an immediate cessation of violence; utmost restraint from all parties; constructive dialogue towards a peaceful solution; humanitarian assistance; and the appointment of a special envoy with access to Myanmar.

Overall, Asean leaders felt there had been "minimal progress" on the 5PC. The bloc has persistently demanded that Naypyitaw make "meaningful progress" in implementing the consensus. Progress has been made on the humanitarian front, but more can still be done. To strengthen the role of the Asean special envoy on Myanmar, the bloc's senior officials are working on terms of reference for a long-term envoy. Truth be told, Nay Pyi Taw does not like the idea.

Thanks to Foreign Secretary Theresa Lazaro and her work as special envoy on Myanmar, Mr Marcos succeeded in weaving together divergent views and simmering frustrations while deliberating on the bloc's next moves. Earlier, Thailand put forward a proposal for calibrated re-engagement aimed at gradually bringing Myanmar back into the Asean fold.

Thai Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow reiterated that Myanmar's re-engagement must be "conditional" and hinged on measurable progress such as reduced violence, inclusive dialogue, broader humanitarian access and, above all, the release of political prisoners. Asean has consistently called for Suu Kyi's freedom and an inclusive peace dialogue.

Asean leaders have yet to decide whether to hold an informal, in-person or virtual meeting between Asean ministers and Myanmar's counterpart, Tin Maung Swe, on the sidelines of the Asean Foreign Ministers' Meeting in July.

Nonetheless, they acknowledged Myanmar's release of approximately 5,500 prisoners, including former vice president U Win Myint, and the reduction of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's prison term, with her now under house arrest, as positive steps toward inclusive national dialogue among all parties in Myanmar.

At a minimum, three outstanding issues will determine the success of the Philippines' stewardship for the remainder of its chairship. After nearly a decade of negotiations, an "efficient and substantive" code of conduct on the South China Sea now appears possible. While Manila has not shown restraint in raising the issue bilaterally, softer tones were reflected in the chair's statement.

After all, the Asean Maritime Center (AMC) concept was approved in principle at this meeting. The bloc also aspires to transform the disputed maritime zone into a "sea of peace, stability, prosperity and sustainable development".

In addition, if Thailand and Cambodia can build constructively on last week's tripartite meeting and improve ties, Manila will deserve credit. The same applies if Myanmar shows more serious compliance with the 5PC and meets key Asean conditions. Such progress would count as a major success for the current chair.
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									Fish fraud scandal mustn't happen again								

															

																The latest report about the use of tilapia meat to replace mackerel in canned fish products is unacceptable. State agencies must ensure that similar food fraud does not happen again.
The species substitution in canned fish production became the talk of the town last week after a viral clip posted by a consumer questioned whether the canned fish he bought, labelled as mackerel, was actually tilapia.

This glaring case of substandard food production seemed to fade from the media radar and public attention soon after the factory in Samut Sakhon admitted it had used the wrong fish and compensated the consumer.

Yet the case has sparked wider debate about standards, food security and consumer trust in the country.

The broader question is whether this is an isolated incident. Are there similar deceptive trade practices involving other food products? It must be said that this food fraud would likely have continued unnoticed had it not been for a consumer whistleblower.

The second question concerns the role of state agencies such as the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) under the Ministry of Public Health and the Office of the Consumer Protection Board (OCPB) in enforcing laws to ensure food safety and consumer protection.

Right after the issue went viral, Supamas Isarabhakdi, minister attached to the Prime Minister's Office who oversees the OCPB, reacted quickly. Ms Supamas, together with FDA secretary-general Supattra Boonserm, provincial health officials, the OCPB and the Fisheries Department, inspected the factory in Samut Sakhon.

She emphasised that protecting consumer rights is a government priority, noting that the company's attempt to compensate individuals and request the deletion of online videos was insufficient. She ordered the OCPB to investigate the factory and enforce the law.

These agencies worked swiftly and in coordination. The Fisheries Department confirmed that canned fish products labelled as mackerel in Samut Sakhon contained pla nil (tilapia), not mackerel as stated on the packaging.

The FDA subsequently suspended production at the factory and collected samples for verification. Inspections revealed that the factory failed to meet GMP standards and had used unauthorised fish species. Authorities seized 12,760 cans at the factory and another 250 cans at retail outlets.

Following the incident, the FDA warned that substituting fish species without disclosure constitutes "fake food" under the Food Act BE 2522 (1979), punishable by six months to 10 years in prison and fines ranging from 5,000 to 100,000 baht. Mislabeling carries fines of up to 30,000 baht, while failure to meet production standards can result in fines of up to 10,000 baht.

Consumers who encounter suspicious products can report them to the FDA hotline 1556 or file complaints with the OCPB hotline 1166 for legal action and compensation.

A full investigation is now underway to punish those responsible.

From my point of view, the swift action taken to respond to public concerns deserves commendation. Strong enforcement is necessary to set a precedent and deter other producers from similar misconduct.

But is this reactive enforcement approach enough to detect violations of food labelling laws? Do responsible agencies provide sufficient consumer education campaigns? Perhaps we should also ask ourselves whether we are informed consumers who carefully read labels and file complaints with state agencies when we encounter substandard practices. Do we know enough about consumer protection laws?

Indeed, I believe consumer protection education must begin at an early age. Knowledge about consumer rights and product safety should not be limited to adults. As a parent, I believe schools and families must educate children about healthy and responsible consumption. Students should be taught to pay attention to what they eat and to read product labels carefully.

Why? Because children who grow up learning how to make wise purchasing and consumption choices are more likely to become informed consumers who know how to protect themselves and choose safe and healthy products.

Hopefully, this food fraud case will be the last of its kind. The government should use it as a turning point to strengthen inspection standards, improve communication with the public and promote stronger consumer rights protection.
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        Private jet flights to Cannes called 'obscene'
        CANNES, France - Climate activists are urging movie stars to fly economy or take the train to Cannes after saying private jets burned two millions of litres of kerosene getting them to the film festival last year.

      

      
        Thailand Pavilion opens at Cannes
        The Thailand Pavilion officially opened at the 79th Cannes Film Festival in France on Wednesday, showcasing Thai content and creative industry entrepreneurs in the global market, as well as cash rebates to attract foreign investment in film production in Thailand.

      

      
        New movies out this week: May 14-20
        Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Cartier Crash sells for record-breaking $2 million
        A rare 1990 Cartier "Crash" sold for US$2.03 million at Christie's Geneva Rare Watches Auction this week, setting a world auction record for the model and becoming the most expensive Cartier timepiece ever sold at auction.

      

      
        Foxconn hack gives Apple an unwanted peek behind the curtain
        A ransomware attack on Apple's main manufacturing partner Foxconn has thrust the world's most secretive technology supply chain back into the headlines, after hackers claimed they had stolen confidential Apple project files from several North American factories - a reminder to Silicon Valley that even the most polished brands can suffer a digital banana skin.

      

      
        Where did the cart go?
        The pad kra pao cart that used to be outside the office is gone. So is the one near the mouth of the soi, and the noodle place that operated out of what appeared to be a converted shopping trolley. Since 2022, 10,000 street vendors have vanished from Bangkok's pavements as the BMA accelerates its push to clear major roads and move vendors into designated hawker centres as part of a...

      

      
        Bone appetit: Paris pups chow down at dog-centric spots
        PARIS - An elegant, white-haired Parisian savours a biscuity cloud of cream and apple down to the last crumb at one of the French capital's many bakeries --- but this client has four legs, not two.

      

      
        World Cup final half-time show to feature Madonna, Shakira, BTS
        NEW YORK - Madonna, Shakira and K-pop band BTS will headline a Super Bowl-style half-time show at the World Cup final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, organisers said on Thursday.

      

      
        Ignorance is bliss at Satit's 'Wisdom Of Stupidity'
        "The Wisdom Of Stupidity" art show is an invitation to embrace uncertainty, let go of perfection and rediscover the freedom of creativity through the courage of "not knowing", running at Play Art House until June 7.
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        Thai Textile Society presents a talk on "Narrative In Thread: Burmese Kalagas" at the Lecture Room, 4th floor of Siam Society, Asok Road, on May 23 at 10am.
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									Private jet flights to Cannes called 'obscene'

									Climate activists call rich stars tone-deaf at a time when world faces energy crisis
								

									CANNES, France - Climate activists are urging movie stars to fly economy or take the train to Cannes after saying private jets burned two millions of litres of kerosene getting them to the film festival last year.
									"The rich and famous burning through scarce fuel to get to a film festival isn't just tone deaf, it's obscene," said former Air France pilot Anthony Viaux, one of several to have signed up to the call.

With the war in the Middle East sparking a global fuel crisis, research by environmental group Transport and Environment (T&E) said 750 private jet flights ferried A-listers and Hollywood executives to the world's biggest film festival last year.

"That's equivalent to what 14,000 passengers would have consumed flying between Paris and Athens," the group's head of aviation, Jerome du Boucher, told AFP Thursday.

Former private jet pilot Katie Thompson said stars should follow the example of Narcos actor Pedro Pascal and fly economy class to Cannes.

"Last year Pedro Pascal flew to Cannes in an economy seat. There's no reason the rest of them can't do the same, or take the train where possible," she said.

De Boucher said they were lobbying European governments to ban private jets.

"In a context of climate crisis and oil shock, it seems absolutely obvious that this kerosene should be reserved for more essential uses at a time when we're facing fuel shortages," he said.

Escaping carbon taxes

T&E say that two-thirds of private jets are exempt from carbon taxes under current EU rules, amid fear of reprisals from the Trump administration if the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) is expanded to include them.

Normal airline passengers within the bloc have to pay the taxes while the super rich escape them, they said.

Even some millionaires are calling for change.

Investor Julia Davies, co-founder of Patriotic Millionaires UK, said "private jets are a luxury only the very wealthiest few can afford, yet most of these flights are still not subject to fuel or carbon taxes -- taxes the majority of people pay every day as they travel to work."

Countries across the world have been hit by fuel rationing as Iran's stranglehold on the Strait of Hormuz heads towards it fourth month after the United States and Israel attacked Tehran.

More than 500 flights have already been cancelled in France alone, du Boucher added, with up to 20 million passengers likely to be affected by disruption in Germany over the summer holiday period.

"This oil crisis is an opportunity to put the question of private jet use on the table," De Boucher said.

"The EU needs to close the loopholes to make sure that all private jets and international flights (outside the EU) are subject to carbon taxes in future," said veteran pilot Viaux.

"EU policymakers shouldn't let Trump's administration dictate the rule," he said.

"This oil crisis is an opportunity to put the question of private jet use on the table," De Boucher said.

He said the group's research showed that if everyone taking private jets for the Cannes Film Festival used commercial ones, the festival could go 40% of the way towards its CO2 emissions reduction target for 2030.

AFP have asked the Cannes Film Festival for comment.
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									Thailand Pavilion opens at Cannes

									Country showcasing high-quality creative content and film production incentives
								

									The Thailand Pavilion officially opened at the 79th Cannes Film Festival in France on Wednesday, showcasing Thai content and creative industry entrepreneurs in the global market, as well as cash rebates to attract foreign investment in film production in Thailand.
									The Thai pavilion is located at Booth 112 in the International Village at the event running from May 12 to 23. Deputy Prime Minister and Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun and Culture Minister Sabeeda Thaised led the official opening at 4.30pm local time in Cannes.

Thai K-Pop star Kanphimuk "BamBam" Bhuwakul, a member of the boy band GOT7, also joined the team as a special guest cameo actor from the Thai horror film Confessions of a Shaman, intended to showcase Thailand's internationally recognised expertise in horror film production.

"Thailand's film and video industry is a high-potential creative industry capable of generating economic value, income and employment, while also benefiting related industries," Ms Suphajee said during the ceremony.

"Films are an important tool for promoting Thai identity, culture and image, as well as building international networks and expanding global markets."

The country's participation in festival marks an important step in elevating the industry on the international stage, strengthening confidence among foreign partners and increasing opportunities for Thai productions to gain global recognition on a continuous basis, she said.

Culture Minister Sabeeda said her ministry has worked with the public and private sectors to develop high-quality productions and push Thai films onto the international stage under the "Content Thailand" concept.

On this occasion, two Thai films have been selected for screening at the festival: 9 Temples to Heaven, directed by Sompot Chidgasornpongse, in the Directors' Fortnight section; and What Do You Seek in the Dark?, directed by Tossaphon Riantong, for Critics' Week.

Another highlight this year was the announcement of a new incentive to promote foreign hiring of Thai digital content production services, Ms Sabeeda said.

Foreign companies that hire Thai content producers for projects with a minimum contract value of 5 million baht will receive a cash rebate of up to 20%.

The measure covers comprehensive digital content production services, including animation, visual effects, games and post-production work.

As well, a Thai Pitch event features three film projects being presented to international investors, co-producers and industry professionals. Directors and producers have also joined to exchange ideas and expand collaboration opportunities.

Meanwhile, Thai Cinema Global Showcase 2026 is presenting five standout Thai films, with representatives from five companies participating in discussions aimed at expanding opportunities in international markets.

Another 15 Thai companies are also participated in the film marketplace to showcase their productions and conduct international business negotiations.
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									New movies out this week: May 14-20

									Jake Gyllenhaal and Henry Cavill work together for the first time in 'In The Grey'
								

									Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									
[image: ]

The Sheep Detectives

Directed by Kyle Balda.

Who's in it?

The voice of Bryan Cranston, with Nicholas Galitzine and Hugh Jackman.

What's it about?

Every night, a shepherd reads aloud a murder mystery, pretending his sheep can understand. When he is found dead, the sheep realise at once that it was a murder and think they know everything about how to go about solving it.

Why watch it?

According to animator Man Arenas on the animation website Dodecaden, the film was originally going to be an all animated feature film made by German animation studio TFC Trickompany Filmproduktion. The film started production in 2006, but was canceled once Trickompany Filmproduktion filed for bankruptcy in 2010. 

[image: ]

Sarb Mueng

Directed by Anawat Promjae.

Who's in it?

Pichukkana "Namtarn" Wongsarattanasin, Boonyakait "Tee" Wongsajaem and Patteerat "Sprite" Laemluang. 

What's it about?

When a "northern ghost woman" from more than a century ago wants to create a new legendary love story to be remembered, her mission to find a "puppy-type boyfriend" begins.

Why watch it? 

Inspired by the "Whisper Of Love" murals by Nan Bua Pun.

[image: ]

In The Grey

Directed by Guy Ritchie. 

Who's in it? 

Jake Gyllenhaal, Henry Cavill and Eiza Gonzalez.

What's it about? 

A covert team of elite operatives are living in the shadows. When a ruthless despot steals a billion-dollar fortune, they're sent to take it back-an impossible heist that erupts into a deadly game of strategy, deception and survival.

Why watch it? 

Filming began in September 2023 on Tenerife and ended in late October 2023.

[image: ]

3 Good Guys

Directed by Boi Kwong.

Who's in it?

Simonboy, Mayiduo, Tommy Wong, Germaine Chow, Ananda Everingham and Kannarun "Prang" Wongkajornklai.

What's it about? 

A Singapore-Thailand co-production romantic comedy revolving around three friends. Three men facing relationship troubles take a pre-wedding trip to Thailand, only to find themselves in a "gender-flipped world" caused by a mischievous spirit, where they must prove they have changed.

Why watch it?

Sounds like the Asian version of "The Hangover".



Premieres on May 15

[image: ]

Pati Patni Aur Woh Do

Directed by Mudassar Aziz.

Who's in it? 

Wamiqa Gabbi, Rakul Preet Singh and Ayushmann Khurrana.

What's it about? 

A seemingly perfect marriage in Prayagraj takes an unexpected turn when one decision leads to a chain of misunderstandings, suspicion, and comedic chaos.

Why watch it? 

A spiritual sequel to the 2019 film "Pati Patni Aur Woh".
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									Cartier Crash sells for record-breaking $2 million

									Distinctive timepiece among highlights of Christie's rare watches auction
								

									A rare 1990 Cartier "Crash" sold for US$2.03 million at Christie's Geneva Rare Watches Auction this week, setting a world auction record for the model and becoming the most expensive Cartier timepiece ever sold at auction.
									First introduced by Cartier London in 1967, the Crash became one of the maison's most unconventional designs with its warped, asymmetrical case. Over the decades, its silhouette and extreme rarity have transformed the watch from a niche collector's piece into one of the most sought-after symbols of luxury watchmaking.

[image: A closer look at the $2M USD Cartier Crash. (Photo: Christie's)]
A closer look at the $2-million Cartier Crash. (Photo: Christie's)



Held on May 11 and 12 at the Four Seasons Hotel des Bergues in Geneva as part of Geneva Luxury Week, Christie's Rare Watches sale achieved $42.3 million in total. The various-owner auction featured 228 lots and produced the highest result the auction house has ever recorded for a sale of its kind.

Demand remained strong throughout the two-day event, with watches selling for an average of 188% above their low estimates, while 60% of lots surpassed their high estimates.

The results further underscored the enduring appetite among collectors for rare, limited-edition and historically significant timepieces, Christie's said.

[image: F.P. Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref. T, the highest paid watch at the recent Christie's Rare Watches event. (Photo: Christie's)]
F.P.Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref T fetched the highest price at the Rare Watches event. (Photo: Christie's)



The highest-priced watch at the auction was an F.P.Journe Platinum Tourbillon Souverain Ref T, which fetched $3.12 million -- more than five times its low estimate.

[image: Tiffany Blue(r) Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref. 5711/1A-018, a one of 170. (Photo: Christie's)]
Tiffany Blue(r) Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref 5711/1A-018, one of 170. (Photo: Christie's)



Another highlight was the Tiffany Blue Patek Philippe Nautilus Ref. 5711/1A-018, which realised $1.6 million. Limited to just 170 pieces, the model was introduced in 2021 to commemorate 170th anniversary of the distribution partnership between Tiffany & Co and Patek Philippe.
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									Foxconn hack gives Apple an unwanted peek behind the curtain

									Samples reportedly include engineering papers, financial records, technical drawings
								

									A ransomware attack on Apple's main manufacturing partner Foxconn has thrust the world's most secretive technology supply chain back into the headlines, after hackers claimed they had stolen confidential Apple project files from several North American factories - a reminder to Silicon Valley that even the most polished brands can suffer a digital banana skin.
									Foxconn, the Taiwan-based electronics giant best known for assembling Apple devices, confirmed through UK-based tech and security publication The Register this week that parts of its US operations were hit by a cyberattack.

The incident followed claims by a ransomware group calling itself Nitrogen that it had taken about 8 terabytes of data, or more than 11 million files, including technical documents linked to Apple and other global technology firms.

Foxconn said production had resumed and that countermeasures were swiftly activated, in what has become a familiar three-step dance in the cyber era: deny, contain and carry on.

For Apple, whose future gadgets are guarded with the secrecy of a diplomatic pouch, the allegations are uncomfortable, if not yet disastrous. Security specialists who examined sample files released by the hackers said the material appeared to include internal engineering papers, financial records and technical drawings tied to Foxconn projects, but did not clearly show sensitive Apple consumer designs.

Even so, the mere suggestion that Apple files might be circulating in the darker corners of the internet is enough to make executives in Cupertino reach for the digital equivalent of a fire blanket.

The group behind the attack, Nitrogen, first emerged in 2023 and is believed to rely on recycled code from the notorious Conti criminal network. It operates a so-called double extortion model, locking company systems while also threatening to publish stolen data if victims refuse to pay. 

In a twist worthy of a tech farce, cybersecurity researchers say a flaw in Nitrogen's encryption tools may mean files cannot be restored even if a ransom is paid, proving that cybercrime, like many software products, can ship with bugs.

Regional supply chains feel ripple effects 

The breach has attracted attention far beyond the usual technology circles. Searches related to Foxconn, Apple data and ransomware surged this week, while the story featured prominently in global online discussions about cybersecurity and supply chains. Put simply, it is no longer just the hackers peering over Foxconn's digital fence.

Foxconn has long been woven into Asia's manufacturing networks, and Thailand is trying to move up the technological value chain through its Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), courting high-end electronics and data centre investment. When a factory in Wisconsin catches a digital cold, suppliers from Shenzhen in China to Chon Buri province tend to check their own temperatures.

Foxconn is also no stranger to ransomware attacks. Its facilities have been targeted several times in recent years, including incidents in Mexico and earlier strikes on subsidiaries, underscoring how global manufacturers with sprawling operations make tempting targets for online extortionists. Big factories, like large email inboxes, are simply harder to keep tidy, no matter how many warning labels are attached.

This serves as a reminder that in a world obsessed with the next smartphone launch, the biggest leaks do not always come from glossy keynote stages. Sometimes they slip quietly through a server room door, carried by a phishing email and a criminal group with time on its hands.

Apple has so far declined to comment publicly, while Foxconn has not detailed which customer data may have been accessed.
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									Where did the cart go?

									
								

									The pad kra pao cart that used to be outside the office is gone. So is the one near the mouth of the soi, and the noodle place that operated out of what appeared to be a converted shopping trolley. Since 2022, 10,000 street vendors have vanished from Bangkok's pavements as the BMA accelerates its push to clear major roads and move vendors into designated hawker centres as part of a broader effort toward better urban management and pedestrian flow. 
									Mourning it is understandable. Street food in Bangkok is not just a dining option but a social infrastructure, the affordable daily meal available to everyone regardless of income, the lunch that an office worker and a motorcycle taxi driver can eat at the same cart for the same price. The pavements were never just transit corridors. They were, in their chaotic and congested way, social space, and the carts were part of what made them worth being on.

The official rationale, though, is not without merit. Bangkok's pavements are famously difficult to navigate, and the argument that clearing them improves accessibility, particularly for the elderly and people with disabilities, is a real one. The question was always whether the carts would find a new home that worked, for them and for the people who depended on them, and the early signs from the city's newest hawker centre suggest the answer might be yes.

The BMA opened its hawker centre near Lumphini Park in April, with around 130 stalls operating in morning and evening shifts, at a rental rate of approximately 60 baht per stall per day, an intentionally low figure designed to keep the space accessible to vendors who could not absorb higher overheads. Vendors who previously struggled with relocation and informal street fees have described feeling more financially secure, no longer subject to unexpected costs or unofficial payments. One noodle vendor who had been selling to morning runners near the park since 2004 said the move had been an upgrade, with reliable water and electricity access and a roof over her head during the worst of the heat. The BMA has also partnered with LINE MAN to support vendors with payment systems and online sales channels, which is the kind of practical infrastructure support that makes the difference between a relocation that works and one that doesn't.

Governor Chadchart has described the project as being not only about organising street vendors but about creating opportunity, ensuring food affordability, and strengthening the grassroots economy while shaping the city's identity in the long term, and there is a version of this that works: a city where the food is still there, still affordable, still run by the same people, just under a roof and with a functioning drainage system. The BMA has indicated the hawker centre model may be expanded to other areas of Bangkok, which would mean more vendors brought in from precarious street operations into something more stable. 

What Bangkok is attempting, cautiously and imperfectly, is a version of the same thing Singapore figured out decades ago: that street food culture and urban order are not mutually exclusive, and that the carts do not have to disappear, only find a better home.
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									Bone appetit: Paris pups chow down at dog-centric spots

									Bakeries find a niche serving treats to four-legged customers
								

									PARIS - An elegant, white-haired Parisian savours a biscuity cloud of cream and apple down to the last crumb at one of the French capital's many bakeries -- but this client has four legs, not two.
									Loulou, a fluffy Pomeranian, lets out a satisfied "woof" after polishing off a five-euro ($5.90) "Le Merveilleux" made from banana puree, cream cheese, apple and beef.

The one-year-old pup is a regular at this dog bakery, where the treats lined up under a glass counter -- like the heart-shaped "Le Mignon" made with sweet potato, cream cheese and blueberry -- look almost good enough for humans to eat.

French owner Clara Zambuto said that adopting Hulk, her three-year-old Pomeranian, inspired her to open the canine-friendly patisserie, where dogs and their humans can indulge side-by-side.

"I'd often go for walks with him ... pop into a cafe like a proper Parisian, but he'd soon get bored," said the 26-year-old owner of Casa del Doggo.

"I thought it was a shame there weren't places in Paris where, while you're having a quick coffee, you can also treat your pet," she added.

"Nowadays our dog is really like our child... we want to be able to take him everywhere," she said.

The bakery is one of several dog-centric establishments popping up in the French capital -- home to an estimated 100,000 canines -- where some say pets' needs remain overlooked.

'No chocolate'

Zambuto started preparing the treats at home herself, before enlisting the help of a trained pastry chef.

"No chocolate, no avocado, no grapes and no onion," she said, as they are toxic to dogs.

Like for humans, moderation also remains key to avoid excessive weight gain, said Lolita Sommaire, a veterinarian specialising in canine and feline nutrition.

"If they've been to a patisserie, you need to adjust their next meal, cut back a little, or get them doing more exercise," she said.

"But if it's once a month, it's not a big deal," she added.

At another dog cafe, pups roam on a bench-lined terrace, some munching on four-euro croissant- and baguette-shaped treats.

Marley, a beret-wearing American shepherd, laps up the remnants of a chantilly-based "pup cup" from the pavement.

For Rebecca Anhalt, the decision to open her "dog-first" cafe came after being hit with a hefty fine for letting Napoleon, her five-year-old whippet, off-leash in a park.

"I wanted to create a place where people could come and not fear... being scolded for having your dog," said the US-born owner of Le Bone Appart, a play on French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte's last name.

'Really good connector'

While Paris has more than 40 off-leash spaces for dogs, one advocacy group, Paris Condition Canine, argues that those on offer are "insufficient, unevenly distributed, and sometimes ill-suited".

Dogs even emerged as a niche issue ahead of March's mayoral race, with new Paris mayor Emmanuel Gregoire dedicating an Instagram account to photos with canine companions, while rival Rachida Dati organised a dog-centric "apero".

For Loulou the Pomeranian's owner and self-described "mother", Sarah Elgamal, trips to the Casa del Doggo bakery offer more than just treats but an opportunity to bond with her pooch.

It "improves our connection, because we're both in a third place that's neither work nor home", said the 32-year-old pharmacist.

And though dogs come first at her cafe, Anhalt said many visitors also come for the chance to socialise with fellow pet owners.

"Dogs are a really good connector," she said.

One regular and his 17-year-old dachshund, newly arrived in Paris, now come every day to "be part of the group and meet people", she added.

After all, "you'll talk to anybody about your dog."
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									World Cup final half-time show to feature Madonna, Shakira, BTS

									Organisers take their cue from Super Bowl to give fans a new attraction
								

									NEW YORK - Madonna, Shakira and K-pop band BTS will headline a Super Bowl-style half-time show at the World Cup final on July 19 at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey, organisers said on Thursday.
									Coldplay's Chris Martin is curating the show, which is a first for a football World Cup final.

The biggest-ever World Cup, with 48 teams, kicks off on June 11 in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

Fifa president Gianni Infantino announced in March last year that there would be "the first-ever half-time show at a Fifa World Cup final".

He did not say at the time who was performing or how long the show and half-time would be.

"This will be a historic moment for the Fifa World Cup and a show befitting the biggest sporting event in the world," he said on Instagram.

The move mirrors the show held during the final of last year's Copa America in Miami, when Colombian star Shakira performed at half-time at the Hard Rock Stadium.

Infantino added that Fifa also planned to "take over" New York's Times Square on the final weekend of the tournament.
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									Ignorance is bliss at Satit's 'Wisdom Of Stupidity'

									
								

									"The Wisdom Of Stupidity" art show is an invitation to embrace uncertainty, let go of perfection and rediscover the freedom of creativity through the courage of "not knowing", running at Play Art House until June 7.
									This is a solo exhibition by Satit Kalawantavanich, one of Thailand's most legendary creative minds whose career has spanned the worlds of global advertising, graphic design and visual culture, before he chose to "start over" as an artist at the age of 66.

Best known as the creative force behind the iconic design brand Propaganda and its globally beloved character Mr. P, whose products have been sold at international retailers including Paul Smith London, Satit now turns to painting and sculpture under a philosophy he has embraced throughout his life -- "We can do it because we still don't know it's impossible".

[image: Ignorance is bliss at Satit's 'Wisdom Of Stupidity']


For the first time, the legendary character Mr. P is reimagined through fine art paintings on canvas.

Far removed from its original product-design context, the series explores new emotions through expressive brushstrokes, vibrant colours and layered moods.

The 17 exclusive pieces reveal humour, mischief, vulnerability and solitude -- offering a more intimate and human side of one of Thailand's most iconic design characters.

Also displayed is a limited-edition sculpture series that transforms the simple Thai word tum (to do) into philosophical reflections on life. Through concepts such as working, making merit, acceptance, meditation and giving, the sculptures embody Satit's belief that the act of "doing" is at the core of human existence.

Another highlight is the launch of three brand-new characters -- B Betty, Space Dude and Snail Kid -- each showcasing Satit's unmistakable visual style through dramatic light, dimensional linework and almost three-dimensional movement. Beneath their playful appearances lie subtle reflections on slowness, loneliness, dreams, imagination and freedom.

Play Art House is on Song Wat Road and opens daily from 10am to 6pm, except Monday.

Visit facebook.com/playarthouse.

[image: Ignorance is bliss at Satit's 'Wisdom Of Stupidity']
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									Textile Society holds Burmese kalaga talk

									
								

									Thai Textile Society presents a talk on "Narrative In Thread: Burmese Kalagas" at the Lecture Room, 4th floor of Siam Society, Asok Road, on May 23 at 10am.
									Southeast Asian textiles enthusiasts may have come across the term kalaga. This peculiar name is used to describe large tapestry-like wall hangings produced in Myanmar.

Kalaga hangings captured the attention of the Western world during British colonial times as an attractive local craft. Even with the passage of time, kalagas have retained the status of being one of the major crafts of modern-day Myanmar, produced in the Mandalay vicinity.

Due to its size and appearance, a kalaga's presence can grace an interior space, lending exotic oriental ambience to a room. Its large surface most often depicts a narrative from Burmese mythology or one of the Buddhist jataka tales (former lives of the Buddha), constructed in sumptuous embroidery of various materials such as silk, cotton and metallic threads.

These hold in place sequins, beads, glass pieces and sometimes mirrors.

For the upcoming talk, Thweep Rittinaphakorn, an independent scholar and avid antique textiles collector, will discuss the origin of kalagas and their development from the stylistic aspect, as well as changes in production, material and demand over time.

Thweep will trace its usage and significance from the local context, particularly in relation to how the craft evolved into a tourist souvenir and an export product of Myanmar. He will also bring rare examples of early pieces from his personal collection to show and discuss and compare them with later examples widely available in the market nowadays.

The fee is 400 baht (300 baht for members). For reservations, email info@thethaitextilesociety.org.
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