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            On the surface, Chinese leader Xi Jinping's back-to-back summits with U.S. President Donald Trump and Russia's Vladimir Putin looked pretty similar, with formal handshakes in Beijing's Tiananmen Square, an enthusiastic greeting from flower-waving children, and marching columns of soldiers branching gleaming bayonets. But the visits also revealed how different China's relationship is with the two countries.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. President Donald Trump, right, shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping while leaving after a visit to the Zhongnanhai Garden in Beijing, Friday, May 15, 2026. (Evan Vucci/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping visit an exhibition by the TASS and Xinhua news agencies at the Great Hall of the People, in Beijing, China, May 20, 2026. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, May 20, 2026. (Maxim Shemetov/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a welcoming ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, May 20, 2026. (Maxim Shemetov/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump, right, stands with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Temple of Heaven on May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            President Donald Trump, right, stands with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Temple of Heaven on May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            E. EDUARDO CASTILLO, KANIS LEUNG and SIMINA MISTREANU

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        BEIJING (AP) -- On the surface, Chinese leader Xi Jinping's back-to-back summits with U.S. President Donald Trump and Russia's Vladimir Putin looked pretty similar, with formal handshakes in Beijing's Tiananmen Square, enthusiastic greetings from flower-waving children, and marching columns of soldiers branching gleaming bayonets. But the visits also revealed how different China's relationship is with the two countries.
During Trump's visit, China sought to stabilize ties with the United States, while Putin's trip served to deepen its strategic partnership with Russia.
Xi emphasized ceremonial hospitality during Trump's visit, including a rare tour of Zhongnanhai, a former imperial garden that now serves as headquarters of China's top leadership. Beijing understood Trump valued highly visible displays of respect, said George Chen, partner for Greater China practice for The Asia Group. "Xi knows this is what Trump values: being treated like a VIP, respected in front of the cameras." 
With Putin, Chen said, Xi switched to substance. "Reaffirming the friendship treaty, signing new energy deals, and re-emphasizing their 'no limits' partnership," he added.

    
The similarities and contrasts began with the schedule
The differences between the two visits began with their length: The U.S. president stayed in China for three days, while Putin's visit lasted two.
Both leaders were welcomed at Tiananmen Square with ceremonial guards, a military band and children waving flags. 
Both also held closed-door meetings with Xi at the Great Hall of the People, next to the square. 
Trump also received a private tour of the Temple of Heaven and walked through the imperial gardens of Zhongnanhai.



    
        




    




Putin, instead, spent much of his time with Xi inside the Great Hall of the People, where the two presidents toured a photo exhibition on China-Russia relations and later had tea.
Last week's trip was Trump's second visit to China as president. For Putin, it was his 25th visit to the country.

    
        
    
The clearest divide came in the messaging
The main contrast between the two summits was in their messaging.
With Trump, Xi focused on the need to maintain a relatively stable relationship after months of tensions and a trade war between the world's two largest economies. He urged the U.S. president to see China as a partner rather than a rival, and both leaders agreed to work toward what they described as "a constructive China-U.S. relationship of strategic stability."

    
With Putin, Xi sought to reinforce and deepen a longstanding partnership that is both strategic and economically important for the two countries.
While the U.S. and China are still trying to stabilize their trade ties, Moscow and Beijing reaffirmed their relationship as essential partners. Putin said the "driving force" of the relationship was the energy sector, particularly oil and gas.
Xi signed agreements with only one of the presidents
China and Russia reached more than 40 cooperation agreements covering areas including trade, technology and media exchanges. The two leaders also signed a joint declaration describing Russia and China as "important centers of power in a multipolar world."
Trump and Xi, by contrast, did not sign a joint declaration or oversee the signing of any agreements publicly during the visit. It was only after the U.S. president left Beijing that the two countries announced the details of several accords, with Washington saying China had agreed to buy U.S. agricultural products at an annualized rate of $17 billion and purchase 200 Boeing jets.

    
"China and Russia reached more agreements, and with China and the U.S., what are the agreements? Even that is not very clear," said Claus Soong, an analyst at the Mercator Institute for China Studies in Berlin.
But Lyle Morris, senior fellow on Chinese national security and foreign policy at Asia Society Policy Institute's Center for China Analysis, said the biggest surprise from the Xi-Putin meetings was that it appears no formal deal was signed for the Power of Siberia 2 gas pipeline plan, which could send gas from Russia to China through Mongolia. 
"This is a huge setback for Russia and Putin," he said. 

    
Putin and Trump have different stances on Taiwan
Moscow is closely aligned with Beijing on the issue of Taiwan, the island democracy China claims as its own. Meanwhile, the U.S. maintains an intentionally ambiguous stance on the island and serves as its main informal backer and arms provider.
Xi made it clear to Trump that Taiwan is the most important issue in the bilateral relationship and warned that mishandling U.S. ties with the self-governing island could lead to confrontation between the two countries.
Trump did not publicly address Taiwan during the visit. But on his way back to the United States, he described arms sales to Taiwan as a "very good negotiating chip" with China, comments that stirred anxieties on the island. 
With Putin, there was no sign of disagreement over the issue.
In the joint declaration signed by Xi and Putin, Russia reiterated its opposition to Taiwanese independence "in any form" and voiced support for what it described as China's efforts to defend its sovereignty and achieve "national unification."


    
According to the Chinese Foreign Ministry, both sides also raised concerns over what they called "accelerated remilitarization" of Japan, against the backdrop of strained China-Japan ties over Taiwan.
____
Leung reported from Hong Kong, and Mistreanu from Bangkok.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-russia-us-summits-xi-putin-trump-d344badcd75d5aa2a5cda4aa146785ca
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    This hard-line Iranian general is a major player in talks with US over war




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Iran's Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi briefs the media on elections in Tehran, Iran, March 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]
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[image: Cargo ships, including bulk carriers and general cargo vessels, sit at anchor offshore as a small motorboat passes in the foreground, in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Monday, May 4 , 2026.(Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)]
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[image: A woman holds up pictures of the Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, left, and his father, the slain Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, during a state-organized rally in Tehran, Iran, April 29, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]
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[image: Nominee for defense minister Gen. Ahmad Vahidi delivers a speech to parliament on the qualification of proposed ministers of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in Tehran, Iran, Sept. 1, 2009. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]
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[image: Motorbikes drive past a billboard showing the late Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who was killed in the U.S. and Israel strikes on Feb. 28, in downtown Tehran, Iran, May 6, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- As negotiations with the United States hang in the balance, a hard-line Iranian general linked to notorious attacks at home and abroad over the past decades is believed to have seized a place near the center of power. 
Brig. Gen. Ahmad Vahidi, who heads Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, has become a major player in formulating Iran's tough stance in negotiating a possible end to the war with the United States, experts say. He is believed to be part of a small clique in direct contact with Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, who remains in hiding after being reportedly wounded in the Feb. 28 Israeli strikes that killed his father, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
Like everything in Iran since the war began, who ultimately controls decision-making remains uncertain. As people within the upper ranks of Iran's theocracy vie for power, they can gain or lose favor quickly. Vahidi himself hasn't been seen publicly since Feb. 8, weeks before the war began. On Thursday, Iranian media carried contradictory reports on Vahidi meeting with Pakistan's interior minister in Tehran, who carried a message regarding negotiations with the U.S. and met with other top Iranian officials.

    
A longtime veteran of the ruling system, Vahidi helped shape Iran's support of militant groups across the region, is accused of a role in the 1994 bombing of a Jewish center in Argentina, and in 2022, led domestic security forces in a bloody crackdown on protesters.



    
        




    




Elevated to Guard commander this year after his predecessor was killed early in the war, he leads the most powerful force in Iran, with its arsenal of ballistic missiles and its fleet of small boats threatening Persian Gulf shipping. 

    
        
    
"Vahidi and members of his inner circle have likely consolidated control over not only Iran's military response in the conflict but also Iran's negotiations policy," the Washington-based Institute for the Study of War said.

    
Iran's war strategy has been to keep a stranglehold on the Strait of Hormuz, blocking oil and gas exports and causing a global energy crisis. At the same time, it has struck hard against oil facilities, hotels and infrastructure in Gulf Arab nations.
In negotiations, it has held out against U.S. demands that it surrender its stockpile of highly enriched uranium, betting that it can outlast the U.S. in the ongoing standoff and that President Donald Trump will be reluctant to resume outright war that could bring greater damage to America's Gulf allies.
That likely reflects Vahidi's confrontational style. "He comes from that mindset of unending revolution, unending resistance," said Kenneth Katzman, a senior fellow at the The Soufan Group, a New York-based think tank. Vahidi believes "the U.S. needs to be challenged at every turn," said Katzman, a senior Iran expert who advised the U.S. Congress for over 30 years. 
Vahidi boasted in January that Iran's defense power has developed to make it a "high risk for any military action by an enemy."

    
Vahidi now a focal point in talks
Pakistan hosted talks in April between an Iranian delegation, led by parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf and an American one, headed by U.S. Vice President JD Vance. But it ended without any deal.
Qalibaf and Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi returned home to face criticism from inside the theocracy suggesting they were too willing to make concessions. Qalibaf had to insist publicly that the talks had the support of the supreme leader.
Since then, Vahidi has become the main point of contact for those negotiating with Iran, said a regional official with direct knowledge of the mediation. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive diplomacy. 
The extreme seclusion and unknown condition of the supreme leader have fueled speculation about jockeying among leaders for access to Khamenei and influence over him. In early May, President Masoud Pezeshkian, who many see as sidelined from influence by the Guard, went out of his way to say he "got to see our dear leader" and spoke to him for around two hours.

    
But Holly Dagres, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said it's likely the new supreme leader "is in lockstep with a more hard-line (Guard) -- similar to his father, but in a more emboldened and uncompromising form."
Analyst Kamran Bokhari wrote that figures like Vahidi "are not just managing war -- they are actively reshaping succession, consolidating authority around a weakened supreme leader, and effectively 'capturing' the state through crisis governance."
Vahidi forged by years leading Quds Force
Born Ahmad Shahcheraghi in Iran's southern city of Shiraz in 1958, Vahidi like many young men after the 1979 revolution joined the Revolutionary Guard and fought against the invasion by Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein that sparked a bloody, eight-year war.
Vahidi entered the Guard's nascent intelligence arm and soon was overseeing operations outside Iran. He gained the favor of powerful patrons, including Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, a later president. Rafsanjani said in his autobiography that Vahidi was involved in the 1980s Iran-Contra scandal, in which the Reagan administration sold weapons to Tehran in an effort to free hostages held by Iranian-backed militants in Lebanon. The U.S. later used the money from those sales to fund Contra rebels in Nicaragua.

    
Rafsanjani later intervened to protect Vahidi when then-Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini sought to prosecute members of the Guard who failed to stop an incursion by armed fighters from an Iranian exile group in the late 1980s during the war.
Around this time, Vahidi took over the newly formed Quds, or Jerusalem, Force. Over decades, the Quds Force helped create a network of proxy militant groups and allied governments around the Middle East. The Quds Force under Vahidi helped mastermind the 1994 bombing targeting Argentina's largest Jewish community center, killing 85 people and wounding 300 others, prosecutors say. Iran has denied involvement.
American investigators also believe that under Vahidi, Iran organized the 1996 Khobar Towers bombing in Saudi Arabia, killing 19 U.S. service members and wounding hundreds. Tehran has denied being involved in that attack as well.
Vahidi left the Quds Force in 1998. In 2010, while he was defense minister, the United States imposed sanctions on him over alleged involvement in Iran's nuclear program and its pursuit of weapons of mass destruction.
More recently, as interior minister, Vahidi oversaw police units involved in a bloody, monthslong crackdown on protests over the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini, who died in police custody after being arrested for not properly wearing the mandated headscarf to the liking of authorities.
An Iranian newspaper later published a classified document that showed Vahidi's Interior Ministry ordered security agencies to monitor and photograph women not wearing the hijab, something he had denied was taking place.
At around that time, Vahidi said in public comments that calls to remove the hijab were a "colonial plan" by Iran's enemies trying to undermine the Islamic Republic. "The hijab has been a big barrier against the progress of effete Western culture," he said.
Vahidi's role makes reaching an accord with Iran that much more difficult for the U.S. -- as does the continued obscurity over Iran's leadership.

Trump wants a single interlocutor in Iran for negotiations, but "the whole system has changed," said Hamidreza Azizi, an Iran expert at the Middle East Institute.
"It is not a one-man show. Vahidi is one alongside others," Azizi said. "Some we know and some we don't know."
___
Associated Press writers Samy Magdy in Cairo, Sarah El Deeb in Beirut, and Amir Vahdat and Nasser Karimi in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-war-us-negotiations-ahmad-vahidi-0905fc9612407e75fffbfd0280776692
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    3 dead in New Mexico and first responders decontaminated after exposure to unknown substance
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            New Mexico authorities say three people are dead and more than a dozen first responders were assessed for exposure to an unidentified substance after being called to a rural home for a suspected drug overdose. (AP Video shot by Savannah Peters)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers remove a body in Mountainair, N.M., Wednesday, May 20, 2026, after several people died and more than a dozen first responders were exposed to an unknown substance. (AP Photo/Savannah Peters)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Workers remove a body in Mountainair, N.M., Wednesday, May 20, 2026, after several people died and more than a dozen first responders were exposed to an unknown substance. (AP Photo/Savannah Peters)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New Mexico State Police respond to home in Mountainair, N.M., where authorities say several people died Wednesday, May 20, 2026, and more than a dozen first responders were exposed to an unknown substance and later treated at a hospital. (AP Photo/Savannah Peters)]
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[image: A New Mexico State Police vehicle blocks off a neighborhood in Mountainair, N.M., where authorities say several people died Wednesday, May 20, 2026, and more than a dozen first responders were exposed to an unknown substance and later treated at a hospital. (AP Photo/Savannah Peters)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
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[image: The University of New Mexico Hospital is seen on July 25, 2025, in Albuquerque, New Mexico. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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            The University of New Mexico Hospital is seen on July 25, 2025, in Albuquerque, New Mexico. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            SAVANNAH PETERS and SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        MOUNTAINAIR, N.M. (AP) -- Three people are dead and more than a dozen first responders had to be quarantined and assessed Wednesday for possible exposure to an unidentified substance after being called to a suspected drug overdose at a rural New Mexico home, authorities said.
Four people initially were found unresponsive inside the Mountainair home east of Albuquerque, New Mexico State Police said. Three died, while the forth was being treated at an Albuquerque hospital, police said. Their names weren't released.
First responders who arrived at the home were exposed to the substance and began experiencing symptoms, including nausea and dizziness, authorities said. 
Antonette Alguire, a volunteer firefighter in Mountainair, helped perform CPR on a woman outside the home and watched as EMTs and firefighters started coughing, vomiting and becoming dizzy at the heliport, she said. Alguire said the experience was scary, even though she didn't go inside and didn't experience any symptoms. 

    
She wondered if first responders might have to do more to protect themselves in the future.
"It's getting to that point where we just have to live in fear, even saving lives," she said.



    
        




    




Investigators are working to identify the substance. Mountainair Mayor Peter Nieto said he saw drugs at the scene and pointed to that as a possible factor in the deaths. He said the health issues people experienced were not related to carbon monoxide or natural gas exposure. 

    
        
    
New Mexico State Police said there was no threat to the public.
"At this time, investigators believe the substance may be transmitted through contact and do not believe it to be airborne," said Officer Wilson Silver.
Nearly two dozen patients were assessed and decontaminated after being exposed to the substance, the University of New Mexico Hospital said. Most of those were first responders who were showing no symptoms and later were discharged, hospital officials said. Three symptomatic patients were being monitored Wednesday evening, the hospital said. 

    
As law enforcement officers from multiple agencies remained on the scene late Wednesday afternoon, three bodies were placed onto gurneys and then loaded into a white van and driven away. 
Yellow tape surrounded the home along a dirt road. A singlewide trailer could be seen in the home's backyard, with several cars, trucks and vans in the driveway.
The mayor described Mountainair as a tight-knit community of fewer than 1,000 people. Town hall will be closed Thursday because of the emotional toll on employees, he said. 
"A tragedy like this is horrific," he said.
Residents voiced frustration on social media about drug use in the community and elsewhere. New Mexico had the fourth-highest rate of drug overdose deaths of any U.S. state in 2024, with 775 deaths, according to the most recent data available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Nieto said on social media that the town's law enforcement officers and first responders work daily to protect the community and respond to difficult situations.

    
"But the reality is that addiction and substance abuse are issues affecting communities all across our state and nation," Nieto said. "There is no simple or immediate solution. Lasting change requires family support, accountability, education, and most importantly, individuals who are willing to accept help."
___
This story has been updated to correct that law enforcement officers remained on the scene late Wednesday afternoon, not Tuesday. It also corrects attribution to Nieto about possible factors in the deaths.
___

Montoya Bryan reported from Albuquerque, New Mexico. Associated Press reporter Hallie Golden in Seattle and Matthew Brown in Billings, Montana, contributed to this report.
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            By 
            FATIMA HUSSEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump has long kept his past tax returns shielded from public scrutiny, something he insisted was necessary because of ongoing IRS audits. 
But he says that could change now after his legal team forged a deal with the Justice Department this week that includes permanently dropping tax claims against the president, his family and associates.
"I may even release my current returns," the president told reporters Wednesday.
If Trump makes good on that suggestion, it would end years-long speculation over how much the Republican president owes the federal government. But Trump has made dozens of promises in years past to release his returns, as other presidents routinely have done, only to renege on that commitment. 
This week, the Justice Department said the government is "forever barred and precluded" from pursuing or prosecuting current tax examinations of Trump, his sons and the Trump Organization -- part of the settlement deal meant to resolve Trump's $10 billion lawsuit against the Internal Revenue Service over a leak of his tax returns.

    
The Justice Department has said the settlement refers only to existing audits, not future examinations.



    
        




    




The move came after the Justice Department announced, as part of the lawsuit settlement, the creation of a $1.776 billion fund to compensate Trump allies who believe they have been unjustly investigated and prosecuted. Democrats and government watchdogs have called the arrangement "corrupt" and unconstitutional.

    
        
    
With the settlement putting an end to any ongoing examinations of the president's finances, the question arises about whether Trump will in fact release his returns. The White House referred The Associated Press to Trump's comments when asked when his returns may become available.
Trump has said on numerous occasions over the years that he would release his tax returns. In May 2017, Trump said in an interview that he "might" release his tax returns after he stepped down as president. 

    
During his first presidential campaign, he made a commitment to release his tax returns once they were not under audit.

In 2022, after Trump had left office, Democrats in Congress released thousands of pages of his tax returns for the years covering 2015-2020, showing how Trump used the tax code to lower his tax obligation and revealing details about foreign accounts, charitable contributions and the performance of some of his highest-profile business ventures.
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            5 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterbacks Aaron Rodgers (8) and Will Howard participate during NFL football practice in Pittsburgh, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            WILL GRAVES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Aaron Rodgers took his time before deciding he wanted to come back for a 22nd season. The Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback already has made up his mind about a 23rd: There won't be one.
"This is it," Rodgers said Wednesday when the four-time NFL MVP was asked if this would be his final year.
The 42-year-old did not expand on why he came to that conclusion. Maybe because there was no need.
Rodgers acknowledged that he thought his time in Pittsburgh -- and perhaps the league -- was over when Steelers coach Mike Tomlin stepped down the day after a blowout first-round playoff loss to Houston in January.
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Things changed when Pittsburgh hired Mike McCarthy a few weeks later, a decision that Rodgers said he may have played a small role in when he encouraged Steelers general manager Omar Khan to talk to McCarthy. Rodgers and McCarthy spent 13 years together in Green Bay, winning a Super Bowl while becoming a playoff fixture.

    
McCarthy and Rodgers stayed in constant communication in recent months as Rodgers weighed whether to run it back one last time. While there was no one tipping point, the relative health of his 42-year-old body and the chance to have his career come "full circle" with a team that spent the offseason upgrading the offense in hopes of ending a lengthy playoff victory drought led to a reunion he called "surreal."



    
        




    




"It is like a (bunch of) 'pinch me' moments that have happened in the last few days," Rodgers said following the second day of Pittsburgh's voluntary organized team activities.

    
        
    
Perhaps because McCarthy hardly came back to his hometown alone.
The familiar faces from Rodgers' time in Green Bay are everywhere inside the Steelers' facility, from defensive coordinator Patrick Graham to offensive line coach James Campen. There are "getting the band back together" vibes everywhere Rodgers looks.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) talks with Green Bay Packers head coach Mike McCarthy prior to an NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals, Dec. 27, 2015, in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)]
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When Rodgers plopped into a chair for a meeting on Monday, in many ways it felt like it was 2006, when he was entering his second year in Green Bay as Brett Favre's backup and McCarthy was a first-year head coach still finding his way.

    
"Took me back to being a 22-year-old kid," Rodgers said with a smile.
Only he's hardly that anymore. While the oldest player in the NFL turned back the clock enough last season to throw for 24 touchdowns against seven interceptions and guide the Steelers to the AFC North title, he also missed a game after breaking several bones in his left wrist and looked very much his age during the second half of what became a blowout loss to the Texans that ended both Pittsburgh's season and Tomlin's largely successful 19-year run as head coach.
Still, Rodgers believes he has enough left to attempt the rarest of exits for players of his stature: the ability to go out on his own terms.
McCarthy said Rodgers "can still throw it with anybody," though the time of year when Rodgers will be asked to really cut it loose is still months away. Perhaps Rodgers' most important job through OTAs, minicamp and training camp is helping the Steelers prepare for life without him.

    
While McCarthy and Rodgers stayed in constant communication as Rodgers hung out in Malibu, California, with his wife and weighed his options for 2026, the Steelers selected Penn State quarterback Drew Allar in the third round of the draft, and McCarthy has talked up 2025 sixth-round choice Will Howard at every turn since taking over.
Allar and Howard figure to be in the mix this time next year when the Steelers restart their quest to find a long-term solution at the game's most important position, a search that's been ongoing since Ben Roethlisberger's retirement in January 2022.
Rodgers' presence offers a cheat code of sorts. He knows all the answers to the test, particularly when the test is offered by McCarthy. Allar and Howard will get to spend the next seven or so months soaking up what they can from Rodgers about what McCarthy wants and perhaps more importantly, how he wants it.

    
McCarthy called Rodgers "a tremendous resource" who also happens to be a future Hall of Famer, giving him a certain cachet that might make him a better conduit for what McCarthy is trying to teach than the coach himself.
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"It's like parenting," McCarthy said. "I could sit there and tell my kids something, and then, like if he'd walk in and tell my son George something, he'd jump out the window and do it."
While Rodgers took a friendly jab at Favre -- whom he sat behind during the first three years of his career -- by borrowing a phrase from Favre that mentoring is "not in my job description," the reality is it's a role he relishes.
Just not as much as the chance to win. When Rodgers signed with the Steelers a year ago, he called the decision "best for my soul." It's much the same this time around.
He likes what the team has done by trading for wide receiver Michael Pittman Jr., signing running back Rico Dowdle and drafting wideout Germie Bernard. The offensive line could be better with Troy Fautanu moving over to left tackle. The defense still has a pair of franchise icons in defensive lineman Cam Heyward and outside linebacker TJ Watt.


    
And now it has a quarterback eager to soak up every last bit of the final chapter of a career that will end with a gold jacket and a bust in the Hall of Fame. Just not quite yet.
"I am excited about these guys," he said. "I'm excited about the team."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            By 
            JAMES ROBSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        A supersized World Cup with more teams, more games and even more host nations than ever before leaves a big question hanging over the biggest sporting show on earth: How much is too much?
The latest edition of the World Cup -- co-hosted by the United States, Canada and Mexico -- will push the boundaries of how far the most popular sport on the planet can go before it reaches breaking point.
Be it the limits of physical endurance as top players threaten strike action over an ever-congested calendar, the attention span of fans in an age of seemingly wall-to-wall televised soccer or the exorbitant prices people are prepared to pay for tickets -- or even parking -- the pressure points are numerous going into the June-July tournament. 
With an expanded 48-team format -- up from 32 -- played out over nearly six weeks, some say the tournament risks a dilution of FIFA's most prized product.

    
"I personally think it's kind of taken a little bit of the excitement and quality away from the tournament and it's almost like it doesn't start until the round of 32," former U.S. forward Clint Dempsey told The Associated Press.
The expanded format has effectively removed the chance of several top teams being drawn in the same group -- known as a "group of death" in soccer vernacular.
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Much of the jeopardy traditionally seen in the early stages of the tournament has been removed until the round of 16 because the eight best third-place teams also advance to the round of 32.

    
        
    
"The biggest danger is dilution of spectacle," said Jonathan Wilson, author of The Power and the Glory: A New History of the World Cup. 
"Maybe FIFA gets away with it this time because it's the first expanded tournament and because ticket prices are enormous. But eventually broadcasters and fans may stop caring if the tournament doesn't become interesting until the last 16," Wilson said. "A World Cup game should feel almost must-watch. ... Nobody is watching 90 out of 104 games. It's just too much."

    

FIFA says it's growing the game

FIFA President Gianni Infantino says the expansion of the tournament will make the game "truly global" and create opportunities for countries that "would never have dreamed to participate" in a World Cup.
The theory is that given a greater chance to qualify, more nations would increase grassroots funding and therefore improve the standard of soccer around the globe.
Four nations will be making their debut next month, including tiny Curacao, the smallest by population ever to qualify.
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"It's a big achievement for us to make it, but we also want to show that we can play and that we deserve to be there," Curacao goalkeeper Eloy Room said.
Jordan, Cape Verde and Uzbekistan are the other debutants. Haiti has qualified for the first time since 1974.
"As children, we all watched the World Cup. We all dreamed of playing in the World Cup. But it was just a dream, a fantasy when you're a child," Haiti midfielder Yassin Fortune said. "Qualifying and being able to participate is unimaginable."

    
There are certainly feel-good stories. Like Haiti goalkeeper Josue Duverger, who will swap regional soccer in Germany to rub shoulders with Brazil superstars like Vinicius Junior and Neymar. New Zealand has called up defender Tommy Smith from Braintree Town, which was relegated from the fifth tier of English soccer this season.
Critics say sometimes less is more

Maheta Molango, chief executive of England's Professional Footballers' Association, has been one of the leading voices warning about the impact on top players being asked to play more and more soccer.
He says the quality of the product is being diminished and soccer should follow the lead set by the NFL and appreciate the "value of scarcity."
The NFL averages nearly $11 billion in revenue per season from its media deals, with teams playing 17 regular season games and up to 21 if they make the Super Bowl.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shakira enters for a panel on the 2026 FIFA World Cup soccer tournament halftime show at the Global Citizen NOW summit, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]
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The English Premier League is the world's richest and most watched soccer league in the world, yet its financial figures do not match the NFL's. Its teams play 38 games each per season and its latest domestic broadcast deal was worth $9 billion, at current exchange rates, over a four-year period. Its international deals from 2022-25 were reportedly worth $7.2 billion. Even combined, its yearly broadcast revenue is less than half of the NFL's.

    
Considering the greater global reach of soccer, the sport needs to think about the quality of its output, Molango said.
"We target China, the U.S., India. So this, in my view, should make us reflect on the value of scarcity because sometimes we always think that more is more, but I disagree," he said. "The starting point has to be 'let's put back the quality of the show at the center of our project.'"

    

Growing concerns about players' health

Not only is the product in question, but players unions are concerned about the physical and mental strain on top stars, who are given less rest time. After this World Cup many will have played three consecutive years of major tournaments in the offseason, following the European Championship and Copa America in 2024 and the newly expanded Club World Cup last summer.
In December, the global players' union FIFPRO said Chelsea had seen a 44% spike in injuries after winning the Club World Cup.



    
        




    




Several top players including Brazil stars Rodrygo, Eder Militao and Estevao have been ruled out of the tournament after picking up injuries in recent months.
"The top players get treated a little bit like cattle," former Liverpool player Jamie Carragher said. "If they start getting criticism for the performances at certain stages of the World Cup, I think we've got to remember how much football they've played and the conditions that they're playing the game in, and it just doesn't seem like anyone who organizes football ever thinks about the demands physically and mentally on the top players."
More games more revenue for FIFA

The World Cup is FIFA's main revenue generator and the financial advantage to expanding it is compelling. 
More games -- 104 in total -- mean more tickets to sell, with prices rising to thousands of dollars for the best seats at the biggest matches.
When tickets went on general sale in January they ranged from $140 to $8,680. Since then some have been made available for less and others for significantly more -- rising to a face price of $32,970 for the final.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during the match schedule reveal for the 2026 soccer World Cup in Washington, Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)]
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FIFA can make more money on its resale marketplace where it takes a 30% commission from each sale. In April the platform listed four tickets to the final for just under $2.3 million each.
Fans have accused FIFA of a "monumental betrayal" over its pricing strategy, but demand appears to be high and the not-for-profit organization says the money it makes goes back into the sport.
In that case, soccer can expect a bumper windfall from the World Cup, with more than $9 billion in revenue anticipated this year. 
It remains to be seen if the supersized format it is a turn off for fans. Audience measurement company Nielsen says interest in international soccer in the U.S. is on the rise. 
The most watched game on television in the U.S. between 2023-25 was Spain vs. England in the Euros final, with an average audience of 6.6 million. Second was the Copa America final between Argentina and Colombia with 6.5 million.

At the time of reporting FIFA struck media deals with 180 territories to broadcast the tournament, with more to come, indicating appetite remained strong even amid wider concerns.
___
James Robson is at https://x.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP World Cup: https://apnews.com/hub/fifa-world-cup
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[image: Montreal Victoire players celebrate after defeating the Ottawa Charge to win the PWHL Walter Cup final in Ottawa, Wednesday May 20, 2026. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Montreal Victoire players celebrate after defeating the Ottawa Charge to win the PWHL Walter Cup hockey final in Ottawa, Wednesday May 20, 2026. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Montreal Victoire forward Abby Roque (11) celebrates her goal against the Ottawa Charge with teammates during the third period of game 4 PWHL Walter Cup final hockey game in Ottawa, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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                                        OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) -- Abby Roque scored twice, Ann-Renee Desbiens made 23 saves and the Montreal Victoire won their first PWHL title, beating the Ottawa Charge 4-0 on Wednesday night in Game 4 of the Walter Cup Finals.
Maggie Flaherty and Lina Ljungblom also scored. Montreal opened the best-of-five series at home with two overtime victories, then fell 2-1 at Ottawa on Monday night. Home teams had won the last five finals games.
"Just so much love for this group," Roque said. "I mean the things we have battled through these playoffs, it was just out of this world the amount of heart on this team. I love everybody and I couldn't be prouder."
The Minnesota Frost won the first two titles in league history, beating Ottawa in four games last year in the championship series. Montreal beat Minnesota in the semifinals this season.
"Congratulations to the Montreal Victoire, the 2026 PWHL Walter Cup champions!" Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said on social media. "An incredible and historic season -- the Cup comes home for the first time."

    
Montreal captain Marie-Philip Poulin was honored as the playoff MVP. She tied for the postseason lead with eight points on two goals and six assists.



    
        




    




"After the CWHL closed its doors there were two years where we didn't really know what was going to happen," Poulin said. "There was a group of women who came together to put this league together. Three years later it all comes together to win the Walter Cup. It feels good. it feels really good."

    
        
    
Roque opened the scoring at 3:49 of the second period on a deflection off Ottawa defender Rory Guilday's stick. On a break with Poulin, Roque went deep into the right corner and swept the puck to the middle, where it glanced off Guilday's stick and past goalie Gwyneth Philips.
Roque scored short-handed at 9:58 of the third, cutting across the crease on a break and beating Philips with a backhander. 

    
"I feel like I've been waiting for this playoffs for a long time," Roque said. "I love playoff hockey. I love meaningful hockey when it's physical and it's tough and there's not a lot of room to do much out there. Like, that's where it's fun to me."
Poulin was off for interference when Roque scored. Montreal also killed a penalty in each of the first two periods, while Ottawa was penalty-free.

Flaherty made it 3-0 with 6:06 remaining. She put a shot from the blue line through traffic into the top right corner. Ljungblom capped the scoring off a turnover with 4:16 left.
___
AP women's hockey: https://apnews.com/hub/womens-hockey
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[image: Gretna Van Fleet smiles holds a photograph of her with the band Greta Van Fleet at her home in Frankenmuth, Mich, Monday, Jan. 14, 2019. (Kaytie Boomer/Saginaw News via AP)]
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                                        FRANKENMUTH, Mich. (AP) -- Gretna Van Fleet didn't play music with Greta Van Fleet. But maybe she got the next best thing: The Grammy-winning rock band uses her name.
The 95-year-old Michigan woman died Monday at a senior living center in Frankenmuth, according to her obituary, the same community where the band was formed in 2012 when Van Fleet was in her 80s.
"I think they checked out my background to make sure I wasn't on the Ten Most Wanted list or something, and they went ahead with it," Van Fleet jokingly told MLive.com in 2019, ahead of the band's appearance on "Saturday Night Live."
"But later, when I met the boys, I said, 'That's OK.' But, no, they did not approach me to begin with," Van Fleet said.
Kyle Hauck, a drummer in the band's early days, has told interviewers that a name was needed in time for a local performance. He said he heard his grandfather talk about helping a friend, Gretna Van Fleet. Something clicked. The band dropped the 'n' in Gretna and Greta Van Fleet was born.

    
The band won a Grammy in 2019 for best rock album, "From The Fires," and had other nominations that year. Greta Van Fleet's "Starcatcher" was nominated for best album in 2024.


Gretna Van Fleet's obituary describes her, too, as being "musically talented," playing a variety of instruments including saxophone, violin, tuba and piano. 
She said in the 2019 interview that her favorite song by the band was "Flower Power."

"There's a couple others that I like, but that's not really my style," Van Fleet said of the music. "It's not my era that they're making popular come back."
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[image: This image released by CBS shows host Stephen Colbert on the set of "The Late Show with Stephen Colbert" in New York on May 18, 2026. (Scott Kowalchyk/CBS via AP)]
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[image: Stephen Colbert attends The Hollywood Reporter's The Most Powerful People in New York Media issue celebration at Daniel on Thursday, May 7, 2026, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Stephen Colbert's long goodbye to late-night TV ends Thursday night when the host of "The Late Show" appears behind his CBS desk for the final time. 
What is planned for the finale has not been revealed but the folks at "The Late Show" have had months to prepare for the end of the network's 33-year franchise. 
Guests in the final week have included Michael Keaton, Jon Stewart, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Steven Spielberg, David Byrne and Bruce Springsteen, while there's been a wacky version of "It's Raining Men" remade into "It's Raining Fish."
CBS announced last summer that Colbert's show would end, citing economic reasons after 11 seasons. But Colbert is the ratings leader in late-night TV. Many -- including Colbert -- have expressed skepticism that President Donald Trump's repeated criticism of the show wasn't a factor.
The decision to shutter the show came after parent company Paramount's $16 million settlement of Trump's lawsuit over a "60 Minutes" interview as Paramount awaited his administration's approval of a pending sale to Skydance Media. Colbert had called it a "big fat bribe."

    
Dustin Kidd, a professor of sociology at Temple University, notes that Colbert leaves at the top of his game and as the ratings leader on late night. Canceling him can't be explained strictly through economics, he said.



    
        




    




"I would argue that it's answerable, frankly, through politics," Kidd said. "There's been a lot of political pressure levied against this show and a lot of political pressure at work within CBS more generally. And I think that has a lot more to offer in terms of explaining why this show, at this time."


    
        
    
Colbert's chief rivals, ABC's "Jimmy Kimmel Live!" and NBC's "The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon," will both run reruns on Thursday night at the same time as Colbert's goodbye.
CBS will fill "The Late Show" slot with "Comics Unleashed," in which comedians share stories. Host Byron Allen has vowed to avoid politics.
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            Elon Musk announced plans Wednesday for one of the biggest sales of stock to the public ever for his space company that is currently losing billions of dollars a year. A filing Wednesday shows his SpaceX lost $2.6 billion from operations last year on $18.7 billion in revenue and the losses kept piling up at the start of this year, too.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: SpaceX's latest version of its mega rocket Starship is prepared for a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Elon Musk attends the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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            Elon Musk attends the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            BERNARD CONDON
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Elon Musk announced plans Wednesday for one of the biggest stock sales ever by taking public a space company that is currently losing billions of dollars a year.
A filing shows that his SpaceX lost $2.6 billion from operations last year on $18.7 billion in revenue, and the losses kept piling up at the start of this year, too. 
The prospectus did not put a dollar figure on the amount Musk hopes to raise, but various reports have put it at $75 billion or so. An offering of that size would easily surpass the current title holder, Saudi Aramco, the oil giant that went public seven years ago and raised $26 billion. 
SpaceX, formally known as Space Exploration Technologies Corp., has said the money will help finance projects to put people on the moon and Mars in its quest to make humans an intergalactic species as they face existential threats that could wipe out civilization. 

    
"We do not want humans to have the same fate as dinosaurs," the filing states. 
The prospectus reads in part like a Hollywood fantasy version of the future, detailing in one section how part of Musk's compensation will be granted only if he maintains "a permanent human colony on Mars with at least one million inhabitants." 



    
        




    




Short of that, the stock sale alone could make Musk, a major owner who founded SpaceX in 2002, the world's first trillionaire. Forbes currently puts his net worth at $839 billion. 

    
        
    
In addition to making reusable rockets to hurl astronauts into orbit, SpaceX has other businesses, some successful, some struggling -- and with plenty of questions marks. 
The document shows that Starlink, the world's largest satellite communications company, is a big source of cash for the company, generating $4.4 billion in operating income last year. The business uses 10,000 satellites in low orbit to provide internet service to 10 million people in 150 countries and territories. 

    
Among the struggling businesses are two Musk units that were recently acquired by SpaceX -- his social media platform X, formerly Twitter, and his artificial intelligence business, xAI. Those purchases were blasted by some SpaceX investors as bailouts because they are big money losers. 
The prospectus said its AI business lost $6.4 billion in operations last year. 
The original SpaceX business, making rockets and staging launches, has been helped by massive government contracts, which raises questions that could come back to haunt the company. Given Musk's close relation to the Trump administration, government ethics lawyers and watchdogs have asked if he has gotten special treatment to win taxpayer money and whether that good luck will run out once President Donald Trump is out office. 
SpaceX has won contracts worth $6 billion from NASA and the Defense Department and other government agencies in the past five years, according to USAspending.gov. The company noted in its filing that a fifth of its revenue last year was from the federal government. 
Musk was the biggest donor to Trump's presidential campaign and is still a big backer despite their sometimes rocky relationship after his stewardship of the government cost-cutting effort called DOGE early last year. 

    
Like many corporate CEOs, Musk's compensation will go far beyond his annual salary, which was $54,080 in 2025 and has remained unchanged since 2019, according to the filing. 
The prospectus says stock grants for him would be sliced into 15 nearly equal amounts -- 67 million shares each -- and would vest only as the company achieves preset market cap goals. In addition to the Martian colony, SpaceX's stock market value would have to reach $7.5 trillion for him to receive the full award. 
He would get even more stock awards if SpaceX manages to get giant data centers the size of football fields in space.
The document shows Musk will be able to exert big control over the business. 
It says he and certain other shareholders will receive shares in a special class of stock that gives them 10 votes for each share they hold. Those shareholders will be able, among other things, to elect a majority of the company's board of directors. 

    
"This will limit or preclude your ability to influence corporate matters and the election of our directors," SpaceX said in a warning to prospective investors.

SpaceX will be able to pitch the offering to investors -- in what's known in Wall Street parlance as a "road show" -- 15 days after making its prospectus public. In this case, that works out to June 4.
___
Associated Press writer Alex Veiga in Los Angeles contributed.
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[image: CEO of NVIDIA Jensen Huang signs a DELL machine at Dell Technologies World event happing in Las Vegas on Monday, May 18, 2026 (AP Phot/Ty ONeil)]
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                                        Artificial intelligence chipmaker Nvidia's quarterly results surpassed Wall Street's expectations once again, fueled by massive demand for its high-end AI chips. 
The company said Wednesday it earned $58.32 billion, or $2.39 per share, in the February-April period, up from $18.78 billion, or 76 cents per share, in the same period a year earlier. Excluding one-time items, Nvidia earned $1.76 per share.
Revenue jumped 85% to $81.62 billion from $44.01 billion.
Analysts, on average, were expecting earnings of $1.75 per share and revenue of $78.91 billion, according to a poll by FactSet. Nvidia's results have exceeded the analyst projections that shape investors' perceptions since Nvidia's high-end chips emerged as AI's best building blocks three years ago.
"The buildout of AI factories -- the largest infrastructure expansion in human history -- is accelerating at extraordinary speed," said CEO Jensen Huang in a statement. 

    
Along with higher profit and revenue, however, Nvidia's operating expenses increased by 49% to $7.75 billion.
For the current quarter, Nvidia forecast revenue of about $91 billion. Analysts are forecasting $87.29 billion. 



    
        




    




Despite the solid results and outlook, many investors still evidently are worried about a comedown after a three-year boom that has seen Nvidia's market value soar from $400 billion at the end of 2022 to $5.4 trillion as of Wednesday. 

    
        
    
Shares of the Santa Clara, California-based company dipped slightly after-hours to $222.12 after closing at $223.47 in the regular trading session. 
"Time and time again, (Nvidia) obliterates expectations and consensus; it delivered exactly on what people wanted, especially regarding data centers," said David Wagner, head of equity and portfolio manager at Aptus Capital Advisors. "But the market doesn't always act as you would expect after a strong report like this one." 

The company also announced plans to return some money to shareholders. It authorized a plan to buy back $80 billion worth of stock and increased its quarterly cash dividend to 25 cents per share from 1 cent. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nvidia-ai-earnings-revenue-955c699a0c91c423edc81b7903b80f85



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Lawmakers hear views on plan to privatize screening at 250 US airports | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Business

    House committee discusses modernizing the TSA as Trump seeks to privatize airport screening




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Travelers walk with their luggage past TSA agents at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, Nov. 13, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]
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[image: People wait in line at a Transportation Security Administration (TSA) security checkpoint at LaGuardia Airport in the Queens borough of New York, Nov. 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Adam Gray, File)]
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[image: FILE -The badge and TSA logo patch are seen on the uniform of a Transportation Security Administration employee at one of the security checkpoints inside Lambert- St. Louis International Airport Oct. 7, 2010, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)]
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            FILE -The badge and TSA logo patch are seen on the uniform of a Transportation Security Administration employee at one of the security checkpoints inside Lambert- St. Louis International Airport Oct. 7, 2010, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A House committee on Wednesday expressed bipartisan support for ensuring Transportation Security Administration officers get paid during future government shutdowns and are equipped with the latest technology, discussing the agency's future as the Trump administration lobbies to make airport screening a job for private contractors. 
Members of the House Committee on Homeland Security held a hearing on ways to modernize the TSA nearly 25 years after it was created in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks. But the morale of TSA officers who went without pay during three funding lapses since Oct. 1, and whom the administration wants to replace at small U.S. airports, overshadowed the talk about better machines and reliable funding. 
"Between the 2025 and 2026 shutdowns, transportation security officers endured a total of 119 days impacted by shutdown conditions," Republican Andrew Garbarino of New York, the committee's chairman, said in his opening remarks. "That means TSA officers spent roughly 40% of this fiscal year reporting to work without a paycheck while continuing to carry out one of the most important security missions in the federal government."

    
Several other committee members noted that Congress has failed to pass any of the pending bills seeking to guarantee continued pay for TSA workers. Rep. Lou Correa, a California Democrat, said if TSA workers don't get paid during shutdowns, neither should lawmakers. 



    
        




    




Correa also took aim at President Donald Trump's proposed budget, which in addition to spending $477.3 million to have private companies take over airport screening at about 250 smaller airports would cut more than 4,500 TSA positions to save $529.3 million in compensation and benefits. The TSA this week also authorized contractors in its airport staffing program to acquire and maintain screening equipment, which previously was strictly a government function. 

    
        
    
"Technology alone can't replace the experienced people who make the security checkpoints work as they have for the past 25 years," Correa said. "It's about pushing an antigovernment privatization ideology." 

    
About 20 U.S. airports already staff their checkpoints through the Screening Partnership Program. Currently airports choose whether or not to opt in. Under Trump's proposed budget, smaller airports would be required to participate. 
The TSA has proposed letting private screeners handle security at airports with scheduled flights of passenger planes with 10-30 seats and ones that accomodate charter flights and private planes without fixed schedules. Examples include Oxnard Airport in California, Ocala International Airport in Florida, Alabama's Tuscaloosa International Airport and Gary-Chicago International Airport in Indiana, according to a spreadsheet maintained by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
The witnesses at the hearing included Christopher Sununu, president and CEO of the airline trade group Airlines for America; Dallas Fort Worth International Airport CEO Chris McLaughlin; American Federation of Government Employees President Everett Kelley, whose union represents TSA workers. All three said they thoughts airports should get to decide whether to employ private screeners.

    
"Ensuring SPP remains an option for airports and does not become a mandatory program is paramount to the U.S. aviation industry," Sununu said.
Kelley took a strong stand against the plans in Trump's budget. 
"I'm totally against the privatization of any airport," he said. "You don't contract out the CIA, do you?"
After several more Democrats on the committee said they thought that handing off airport security to businesses would leave U.S. airspace more vulnerable, Garbarino interjected to point out that "the very conservative cities of San Francisco, Seattle and Atlanta" all use private screeners at their airports, "so yeah, maybe it's not a Republican thing."
Garbarino and Rep. Tim Kennedy, a New York Democrat, championed legislation he and three other committee members introduced earlier this month that would double, from $250 million to $500 million, the amount of money the TSA administrator is required to set aside to reimburse airports for capital costs associated with security. The bill also would establish an annual TSA fund of $250 million for airport screening technology. 

    
Revenue for both would come from a $5.60 fee that airline customers pay for each one-way trip they take on U.S. flights. The 9/11 Passenger Security Fee has existed since 2002, but Congress decided in 2013 that a certain amount had to be used each year to reduce the federal deficit. Since then, an estimated $15 billion went to the U.S. Treasury for that purpose, according to the bill's co-sponsors,.
"Americans and Congress expected this fee to directly fund our aviation security system, but that is not the case. Nearly half the fee's revenue goes to something else," Garbarino said. "Congress must restore the passenger security fee to its original intent, to fund the next generation of screening technology that protects our people in the skies."

Trump's fiscal 2027 budget proposal would end the practice of diverting passenger fees and fund the TSA partly with the $1.68 billion that was expected to go to deficit-reduction.
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    Neptune's mysterious moon Nereid may be an original, study shows




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by NASA shows the Voyager view of Nereid, a satellite of Neptune, obtained on Aug. 24, 1989. (NASA via AP)]
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[image: This August 1989 image provided by NASA shows the planet Neptune photographed by the Voyager 2 spacecraft, processed to enhance the visibility of small features. (NASA via AP)]
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            This August 1989 image provided by NASA shows the planet Neptune photographed by the Voyager 2 spacecraft, processed to enhance the visibility of small features. (NASA via AP)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Neptune's far-flung moon Nereid may be the last of the planet's original companions that managed to survive a cosmic crash, scientists reported Wednesday. 
Sixteen known moons circle Neptune, our solar system's eighth and most distant planet. Neptune's biggest moon, Triton, barged in from the solar system's frigid outskirts billions of years ago, scattering the planet's original moons and putting them on destructive collision courses. 
A team led by the California Institute of Technology used NASA's Webb Space Telescope to study Nereid. Their observations suggest that Nereid is no party crasher like Triton and likely survived by escaping into its extreme, elliptical orbit around Neptune.
"What we know about Nereid is very limited. For its size, Nereid is extremely understudied," said study author Matthew Belyakov, of Caltech. 

    
Neptune has only been visited by one spacecraft, NASA's Voyager 2 in 1989. Nereid was discovered 40 years earlier by Dutch astronomer Gerard Kuiper, who named the moon after the sea nymphs in Greek mythology.
Roughly 220 miles (350 kilometers) across, Nereid has an extremely eccentric orbit for a moon. It takes practically an entire Earth year for Nereid to orbit Neptune, with the moon passing less than 1 million miles (1.4 million kilometers) from the giant icy planet at one end of its egg-shaped loop and as far as 6 million miles (9.6 million kilometers) at the other end.

    
        
    



    
        




    




Like so many other moons in the outer solar system, Nereid was long suspected of migrating to Neptune's neighborhood from the frigid outlying expanse known as the Kuiper Belt. But using the Webb telescope, scientists determined that Nereid's composition was inconsistent with Kuiper Belt objects -- it had too much ice. That suggests it was part of Neptune's system all along. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This August 1989 image provided by NASA shows the planet Neptune photographed by the Voyager 2 spacecraft, processed to enhance the visibility of small features. (NASA via AP)]
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"We don't have all that much evidence left around Neptune -- the system doesn't have very many moons left," Belyakov said in an email. But the latest observations "strongly rule out" that Nereid wandered by like so many others and got ensnared by planetary gravity.

    
The findings appear in the journal Science Advances.
This is "an exciting result," said Carnegie Science planetary astronomer Scott Sheppard, who was not part of the study. 
The observations show for the first time that Nereid's peculiar orbit matches "the history we might expect from a moon that originally formed close to Neptune and was later pushed outward from the capture of Triton," Sheppard said in an email.
Neptune's innermost moons likely formed out of the shattered remains of the originals that were Triton's casualties, according to Belyakov and his team. 
All three of the solar system's other giant planets have more moons, with Saturn topping the charts at 292.
A visiting spacecraft could clinch the Neptunian system's origin story, according to scientists, although none are currently planned.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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[image: Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testifies before the Senate Committee on Finance hearing to examine the President's proposed budget request for fiscal year 2027 for the Department of Health and Human Services on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, April 22, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: President Donald Trump answers questions from reporters during and event about prescription drug prices in the South Court Auditorium in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House campus, Monday, May 18, 2026, in Washington, as Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., listens. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Trump administration has fired the two leaders of an influential health group that determines when insurance must provide free preventive care, like mammograms and colonoscopies, for millions of Americans.
In letters dated May 11, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. notified the two doctors who chaired the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force that he was terminating their appointments immediately, before the end of their multiyear terms.
The Department of Health and Human Services already had largely sidelined the task force, indefinitely postponing scheduled public meetings over the past year and thus leaving some long-expected updates on cervical cancer screenings and other topics in limbo.
The panel, first created in the 1980s, is composed of experts who scrutinize the latest evidence behind a wide array of disease prevention tools, such as depression screenings ad the use of statins to prevent heart attacks. The panel updates guidelines with letter grades showing the strength of the science. Under the Affordable Care Act, most insurance plans must cover preventive services given an "A" or "B" grade without requiring a co-pay.

    
Kennedy's letters don't make clear why he ousted Drs. John Wong and Esa Davis from the panel. He wrote that their "leadership, contributions and expertise" have advanced the task force's work "to improve the health of Americans" and encouraged them to reapply. He said he was reviewing task force appointments "to ensure clarity, continuity and confidence" in HHS oversight.



    
        




    




The letters were first reported by The New York Times. An HHS spokesman didn't respond to questions about why the two were fired. 

    
        
    
Kennedy told lawmakers last month that he was reforming the task force, calling it "lackadaisical," so that it would meet more frequently and "have, for the first time, transparency." The panel holds public meetings, opens its draft guidelines to public comment before finalizing them, and publishes the scientific evidence behind them.

    
Some health advocates had worried that Kennedy was preparing to replace the expert panel with less experienced political appointees, like he had done with a critical vaccine advisory committee. Over the past year, the task force wasn't allowed to publish its final update to the cervical cancer screening guideline or take steps to update recommendations about maternal depression, said former task force chairman Dr. Michael Silverstein, a pediatrician.
"This is a level of government intrusion into scientific processes that I've not experienced in my 10 years on the task force," he said.
The panel has staggered terms so that normally health secretaries can regularly appoint new members, making their mark on the task force without upending it, said Aaron Carroll of the nonpartisan healthy policy group AcademyHealth. 
---

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    US raises pressure on Cuba with indictment of former leader as island's president condemns charges
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            Cuban officials reacted angrily on Wednesday after U.S. prosecutors charged former Cuban leader Raul Castro over the 1996 shootdown of two civilian planes operated by the Miami-based exile group Brothers to the Rescue. (AP Video: Ariel Fernandez)
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            The indictment was related to Castro's alleged role in the shootdown of two small planes operated by the exile group Brothers to the Rescue. (AP video by Cody Jackson)
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            Prosecutors announced criminal charges against former Cuban President Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian planes flown by exiles as the Trump administration escalated pressure on the island's socialist government. (AP Video: Cody Jackson)
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            President Donald Trump called it a "very big day" after the Justice Department indicted former Cuban leader Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian exile group planes, while saying he does not believe further escalation against Cuba is necessary.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Images of Cuba's President Miguel Diaz-Canel, Raul Castro, and Fidel Castro, are seen at the state building in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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            Images of Cuba's President Miguel Diaz-Canel, Raul Castro, and Fidel Castro, are seen at the state building in Havana, Cuba, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Audience members give a standing ovation as Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche, center, speaks at an event where federal prosecutors announced charges against former Cuban President Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian planes operated by Miami-based exiles, Wednesday, May 20, 2026, in Miami. Also shown, from left, are, Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier; Jason A. Reding Quinones, U.S. attorney for the southern district of Florida; Miami Dade College President Madeline Pumariega; Sen. Ashley Moody, R-Fla.; and FBI Deputy Director Christopher Raia. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche, center, speaks after federal prosecutors announced charges against former Cuban President Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian planes operated by Miami-based exiles, Wednesday, May 20, 2026, in Miami. Also speaking at the event, were, from left, Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, Miami Dade College President Madeline Pumariega, Sen. Ashley Moody, R-Fla., FBI Deputy Director Christopher Raia, and Jason A. Reding Quinones, U.S. attorney for the southern district of Florida. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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            Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche, center, speaks after federal prosecutors announced charges against former Cuban President Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian planes operated by Miami-based exiles, Wednesday, May 20, 2026, in Miami. Also speaking at the event, were, from left, Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, Miami Dade College President Madeline Pumariega, Sen. Ashley Moody, R-Fla., FBI Deputy Director Christopher Raia, and Jason A. Reding Quinones, U.S. attorney for the southern district of Florida. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Cuban President Raul Castro looks at the Cuban flag during his speech at the event celebrating the 65th anniversary of the triumph of the revolution in Santiago, Cuba, Jan. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ismael Francisco, File)]
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[image: A Brothers to the Rescue plane flies over The Democracy Movement flotilla at the twelve-mile limit north of Havana, Cuba, July 10, 1999. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz, File)]
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            A Brothers to the Rescue plane flies over The Democracy Movement flotilla at the twelve-mile limit north of Havana, Cuba, July 10, 1999. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz, File)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Federal prosecutors on Wednesday announced criminal charges against former Cuban President Raul Castro in the 1996 downing of civilian planes flown by Miami-based exiles as the Trump administration escalated pressure on the island's socialist government.
The indictment accuses Castro of ordering the shootdown of two small planes operated by the exile group Brothers to the Rescue. Castro, who turns 95 next month, was Cuba's defense minister at the time. The charges, which were secretly filed by a grand jury in April, included murder and destruction of an airplane. Five Cuban military pilots were also charged.
"For nearly 30 years, the families of four murdered Americans have waited for justice," acting Attorney General Todd Blanche said in Miami at a ceremony coinciding with Cuban independence day to honor those killed. "They were unarmed civilians and were flying humanitarian missions for the rescue and protection of people fleeing oppression across the Florida straits."

    
Asked to what lengths American authorities would go to bring Castro to face charges in the U.S., Blanche said: "There was a warrant issued for his arrest. So we expect that he will show up here, by his own will or by another way."
Asked what will happen next for Cuba, President Donald Trump said, "We're going to see." He added that the U.S. is ready to provide humanitarian assistance to a "failing nation."

    
        
    
The charges pose a real threat, observers said, following the capture by U.S. forces in January of former Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro to face drug charges in New York.
"He's going to have to keep his head pretty low from now on," said Peter Kornbluh, a specialist on the U.S.-Cuba relationship at the National Security Archive at George Washington University.

    
Cuban president condemns indictment
While it remains unclear whether Castro will ever step foot in a U.S. courtroom, the murder and conspiracy charges carry the potential for life in prison or the death penalty upon conviction.
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel condemned the indictment as a political stunt that sought only to "justify the folly of a military aggression against Cuba." In a message on social media, he accused the U.S. of lying and manipulating events surrounding the shootdown, including ignoring repeated warnings by Cuban officials at the time that they would defend against "dangerous violations" of their airspace "by notorious terrorists."
Among those attending Wednesday's ceremony in downtown Miami was Marlene Alejandre-Triana, whose father, Armando Alejandre Jr, was killed while she was away for her first year of college.
Over the years, she spoke to multiple federal investigators about charging Castro, referring to him as "one of the main architects of the crime." But none until now had the courage to seek justice for her family and the other victims.
"It has been long overdue," she said standing before a giant photo of her father.
Trump has threatened military action for months

    
Trump has been threatening military action in Cuba ever since U.S. forces captured Maduro, the Cuban government's longtime patron. After ousting the Venezuelan leader, the White House ordered a blockade that choked off fuel shipments to Cuba, leading to severe blackouts, food shortages and an economic collapse across the island.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Brothers to the Rescue plane flies over The Democracy Movement flotilla at the twelve-mile limit north of Havana, Cuba, July 10, 1999. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz, File)]
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Since Maduro's capture, Trump has ratcheted up talk of regime change in Cuba after pledging earlier this year to conduct a "friendly takeover" of the country if its leadership did not open its economy to American investment and kick out U.S. adversaries.
Trump's first administration indicted Maduro on drug-trafficking charges and used that to justify removing him from power and whisking him to New York to face trial.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Wednesday urged the Cuban people to demand a free-market economy with new leadership that he said will chart a new course in relations with the U.S.
"In the U.S., we are ready to open a new chapter in the relationship between our people," Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants, said in a Spanish-language video message. "Currently, the only thing standing in the way of a better future are those who control your country."
Raul Castro believed to wield power behind the scenes

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cuba's President Raul Castro listens to the Cuban and Venezuelan national anthems during his welcome ceremony at the Miraflores presidential palace, March 17, 2015, in Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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Castro took over as president from his ailing older brother Fidel Castro in 2006 before handing power to a trusted loyalist, Diaz-Canel, in 2018.

    
While he retired in 2021 as head of the Cuban Communist Party, he is widely believed to wield power behind the scenes, underscored by the prominence of his grandson, Raul Guillermo Rodriguez Castro, who previously met secretly with Rubio.
Last week, CIA Director John Ratcliffe traveled to Havana for meetings with Cuban officials, including Castro's grandson. Two other senior State Department officials met with the grandson in April.

    
The investigation into Castro stretches back to the 1990s
In 1995, planes flown by members of Brothers to the Rescue buzzed over Havana dropping leaflets urging Cubans to rise up against the Castro government.
After Cuban protests, the Federal Aviation Administration also opened an investigation and met with the group's leaders to urge them to ground the flights, according to declassified government records obtained by the National Security Archive.
But those calls went unheeded and on Feb. 24, 1996, missiles fired by Russian-made MiG-29 fighter jets downed two unarmed civilian Cessna planes a short distance north of Havana just beyond Cuba's airspace. All four men aboard were killed. A third plane, carrying the group's leader, narrowly escaped.
Raul Castro faced earlier indictment

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mario de la Pena carries a poster with the photos of the four pilots shot down by Cuban Migs, his son Mario de la Pena, top right, was among the pilots, during a freedom for Cuba march in Miami, Thursday, Feb. 24, 2011.  (AP Photo/Alan Diaz)]
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Guy Lewis, who was a federal prosecutor in Miami in the 1990s, first uncovered evidence linking senior Cuban military officials to cocaine trafficking by Colombia's Medellin cartel. Following the shootdown, the investigation expanded, and prosecutors pursued charges against Raul Castro for leading a vast racketeering conspiracy by Cuba's armed forces.
In the end, only the head of the Cuban air force and two of the MiG pilots involved in the downing of the planes were indicted but have never been apprehended.
A fourth individual was convicted of leading a Miami-based spy ring called Operation Scorpion that collected intelligence about the flights. He was later swapped for a U.S. intelligence asset imprisoned in Cuba as part of President Barack Obama's outreach to Cuba.
The shootdown led the U.S. to harden its position against Cuba, even though the Cold War had ended and the Castros' support for revolution across Latin America was a fading memory.
But Castro himself was spared as the Clinton administration raised concerns about such a high-profile indictment.
___

Durkin Richer reported from Washington. Associated Press reporters David Fischer in Miami; Danica Coto in San Juan, Puerto Rico; Meg Kinnard in Houston; Will Weissert in Washington; Michael Weissenstein in New York; and John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio, contributed to this report.
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    Republicans mull dropping $1 billion security money request for the White House and Trump's ballroom
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            President Donald Trump is defending the White House ballroom he's building, showing off the construction site to a group of reporters on Tuesday. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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            President Donald Trump showed reporters the White House ballroom construction site Tuesday, defending the project and touting its security features after $1B in security funding for the project was struck down. Trump insists the ballroom is a 'gift' to the nation.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Ballroom construction site can be seen as President Donald Trump tours the area at the White House, Tuesday, May 19, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            The Ballroom construction site can be seen as President Donald Trump tours the area at the White House, Tuesday, May 19, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and House GOP leaders hold a news conference after primary elections that affirmed President Donald Trump's dominance of the Republican Party, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            MARY CLARE JALONICK, KEVIN FREKING and JOEY CAPPELLETTI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Republican senators are considering whether to drop a proposal for $1 billion in security money for the White House complex and President Donald Trump's ballroom after it has failed to win enough party support on Capitol Hill.
Pressured by the White House, Republicans have tried to add the money to a roughly $70 billion bill to restore funding to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Border Patrol. But the security proposal has met with backlash from some GOP lawmakers who are questioning the cost and the lack of detail from the White House and U.S. Secret Service about how the taxpayer dollars would be used. 
Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., said Wednesday that the bill was "back to square one" without the security money because "the votes are not there." 
Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., said the effort to add the security package to the bill was a "bad idea" and he does not think there is enough backing to pass it, even if it were reduced. 

    
The text of the bill has not yet been released. But Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., acknowledged "ongoing vote issues" as leaders try to measure Republican support, as well as "ongoing parliamentarian issues" as they try to figure out what will be allowed in the bill under the chamber's rules. 



    
        




    




The wrangling comes as Democrats have criticized Republicans for trying to fund Trump's ballroom when voters are concerned about basic affordability issues -- and as some GOP lawmakers have grown increasingly frustrated with Trump. Several GOP senators have spoken out against the administration's $1.776 billion settlement fund designed to compensate Trump's allies who believe they have been persecuted, and many were upset by the president's endorsement Tuesday of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton in the party primary runoff next week against Sen. John Cornyn.

    

    
        
    
"There's always a consequence with taking on United States senators," Thune said Wednesday. The president "obviously has his favorites and people he wants to endorse and that's his prerogative. But what we have to deal with up here is moving the agenda, and obviously that can become slightly more complicated."
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Republicans could set parameters on Trump's settlement fund 
The "anti-weaponization" fund, part of a settlement that resolves Trump's lawsuit against the Internal Revenue Service over the leak of his tax returns, has unexpectedly become one of the main complications in the bill. Democrats said they would force votes to block it or place restrictions on it. 
Democrats have an opening because Republicans are trying to pass the immigration enforcement bill through a complicated budget process that requires a long series of amendment votes. Democrats are considering multiple amendments potentially to block that new fund outright or to ban any payments to Trump supporters who harmed law enforcement officers in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. 

    
Those amendments, along with others, could pass as a growing number of Republicans have voiced reservations about the fund. So Republicans are now discussing their own last-minute add to head that off, potentially placing some parameters on the settlement and who could receive compensation, according to two people with knowledge of the private discussions who requested anonymity to discuss them. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump tours Ballroom construction around the outside the White House, Tuesday, May 19, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]



        

        
        
            
                    President Donald Trump tours Ballroom construction around the outside the White House, Tuesday, May 19, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Thune -- who said Tuesday that he is "not a big fan" of the settlement and doesn't see a purpose for it --- said Wednesday that any new language potentially putting restrictions on the settlement is "a work in progress." 
It's unclear how any Senate Republican changes would be received in the House, even as some Republicans there have also criticized the settlement. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., said Wednesday that the House will pass the bill "whatever form it takes." 
Tensions rise between Senate and White House 
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As Republicans challenged the settlement and parts of his agenda, Trump unloaded on the Senate in a social media post. 
He urged Republicans to fire the Senate parliamentarian, Elizabeth MacDonough, who said over the weekend that parts of the $1 billion security proposal cannot remain in the ICE and Border Patrol bill. Trump also renewed his long-standing calls for the Senate to pass the SAVE Act, a Republican bill that would require all voters to prove U.S. citizenship, and to end the Senate filibuster. 

    
Republicans need to "get smart and tough," Trump said, or "you'll all be looking for a job much sooner than you thought possible!" 
While they have been loyal to Trump on most issues, Senate Republicans have resisted his repeated calls -- even in his first term -- to kill the filibuster, which triggers a 60-vote threshold in the Senate. 

    
Hanging over the growing GOP rift is Trump's surprise endorsement of Paxton. That intervention has Republican senators privately fuming that it could cost them their majority in November as they view the incumbent, Cornyn, as the better candidate in the November general election.
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Secret Service request falters as Republicans want more detail 
Under the Secret Service request, about $220 million would pay for security improvements related to the ballroom. The rest would go for a new screening center for visitors, training and other security measures. 
Tillis said the bill should not have included the other security improvements "because it's just giving everybody the 'billion-dollar ballroom.'" 
Several other Republicans in the House and Senate have questioned the request, and senators left a briefing with the director of the Secret Service last week saying they needed a lot more information. 
People "can't afford groceries and gasoline and healthcare, and we're going to do a billion dollars for a ballroom?" asked Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, who lost reelection in his GOP primary on Saturday after Trump endorsed one of his opponents. 
Left in the bill is the money for ICE and Border Patrol, which Democrats have blocked for months in protest of the Trump administration's immigration enforcement crackdown. 

Democrats demanded reforms for the agencies, but negotiations with the White House yielded little progress. So Republicans are using the complicated budget maneuver called reconciliation -- the same process that allowed them to pass Trump's tax and spending cuts bill last year -- to fund the agencies through the end of Trump's term with a simple majority and no Democratic votes. 
Still, passage requires signoff from the parliamentarian, and unity from Republicans.
"We're working on it," Thune said as he left the Capitol on Wednesday evening. 
__
AP Congressional Correspondent Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report.
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            President Donald Trump is defending the White House ballroom he's building, showing off the construction site to a group of reporters on Tuesday. (AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)
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            President Donald Trump showed reporters the White House ballroom construction site Tuesday, defending the project and touting its security features after $1B in security funding for the project was struck down. Trump insists the ballroom is a 'gift' to the nation.
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., and House GOP leaders hold a news conference after primary elections that affirmed President Donald Trump's dominance of the Republican Party, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            MARY CLARE JALONICK, KEVIN FREKING and JOEY CAPPELLETTI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Republican leaders are expected to abandon a proposal for $1 billion in security money for the White House complex and President Donald Trump's ballroom on Thursday amid backlash from members of their own party. 
Pressured by the White House, Republicans tried to add the money to a roughly $70 billion bill to restore funding to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Border Patrol. But the security proposal met with opposition from some GOP lawmakers who are questioning the timing of the request, the high cost and how the taxpayer dollars would be used. 
Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., acknowledged "ongoing vote issues" on Wednesday as leaders tried to measure Republican support and figure out what will be allowed in the bill under the chamber's rules. 
Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., told reporters Wednesday that the bill was "back to square one" without the security money because "the votes are not there."

    
Thune hopes to pass the bill this week and send it to the House before leaving for a weeklong Memorial Day recess. But the bill's text has still not been released as leaders were wrangling over the security proposal and new GOP concerns over the Trump administration's $1.776 billion settlement fund. 



    
        




    




Republican senators were set to meet with acting Attorney General Todd Blanche on Thursday morning as they finalized the text and decided whether to put parameters on the settlement, which was designed to compensate Trump's allies who believe they have been politically persecuted. 

    
        
    

    
        
    
The last-minute scramble comes as Democrats have criticized Republicans for trying to fund Trump's ballroom when voters are concerned about basic affordability issues -- and as some GOP lawmakers have grown increasingly frustrated with Trump. Several GOP senators have spoken out against the settlement, which was announced this week, and many were upset by the president's endorsement Tuesday of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton in the party primary runoff next week against Sen. John Cornyn.

    
"There's always a consequence with taking on United States senators," Thune said Wednesday. The president "obviously has his favorites and people he wants to endorse and that's his prerogative. But what we have to deal with up here is moving the agenda, and obviously that can become slightly more complicated."
Republicans could set parameters on Trump's settlement fund 
The "anti-weaponization" fund, part of a settlement that resolves Trump's lawsuit against the Internal Revenue Service over the leak of his tax returns, has unexpectedly become one of the main complications in the bill. Democrats said they would force votes to block it or place restrictions on it. 
Democrats have an opening because Republicans are trying to pass the immigration enforcement bill through a complicated budget process that requires a long series of amendment votes. Democrats are considering multiple amendments, potentially to block that new fund outright or to ban any payments to Trump supporters who harmed law enforcement officers in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. 

    
Those amendments, along with others, could pass as a growing number of Republicans have voiced reservations about the fund. So Republicans are now discussing their own last-minute additions to head that off, potentially placing some parameters on the settlement and who could receive compensation, according to two people with knowledge of the private discussions who requested anonymity to discuss them. 
Thune --- who said Tuesday that he is "not a big fan" of the settlement and doesn't see a purpose for it --- said Wednesday that any new language potentially putting restrictions on the settlement is "a work in progress." 
It's unclear how any Senate Republican changes would be received in the House, even as some Republicans there have also criticized the settlement. 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., said Wednesday that the House will pass the bill "whatever form it takes." 

    
Tensions rise between Senate and White House 
As Republicans challenged the settlement and parts of his agenda, Trump unloaded on the Senate in a social media post on Wednesday. 
He urged Republicans to fire the Senate parliamentarian, Elizabeth MacDonough, who said over the weekend that parts of the $1 billion security proposal cannot remain in the ICE and Border Patrol bill. Trump also renewed his long-standing calls for the Senate to pass the SAVE Act, a Republican bill that would require all voters to prove U.S. citizenship, and to end the Senate filibuster. 
Republicans need to "get smart and tough," Trump said, or "you'll all be looking for a job much sooner than you thought possible!" 
While they have been loyal to Trump on most issues, Senate Republicans have resisted his repeated calls -- even in his first term -- to kill the filibuster, which triggers a 60-vote threshold in the Senate. 
Hanging over the growing GOP rift is Trump's surprise endorsement of Paxton. That intervention has Republican senators privately fuming that it could cost them their majority in November as they view the incumbent, Cornyn, as the better candidate in the November general election.

    
Secret Service request falters as Republicans want more detail 
Under the Secret Service's request, about $220 million would fund security improvements related to the ballroom. The rest would go for a new screening center for visitors, training and other security measures. 
Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., said the effort to add the security package to the bill was a "bad idea." The bill should not have included the other security improvements, he said, "because it's just giving everybody the 'billion-dollar ballroom.'" 
Several other Republicans in the House and Senate have questioned the request, and senators left a briefing with the director of the Secret Service last week saying they needed a lot more information. 
People "can't afford groceries and gasoline and healthcare, and we're going to do a billion dollars for a ballroom?" asked Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, who lost reelection in his GOP primary on Saturday after Trump endorsed one of his opponents. 
Left in the bill is the money for ICE and Border Patrol, which Democrats have blocked for months in protest of the Trump administration's immigration enforcement crackdown. 

Democrats demanded reforms for the agencies, but negotiations with the White House yielded little progress. So Republicans are using the complicated budget maneuver called reconciliation -- the same process that allowed them to pass Trump's tax and spending cuts bill last year -- to fund the agencies through the end of Trump's term with a simple majority and no Democratic votes. 
Still, passage requires sign-off from the parliamentarian and unity from Republicans.
"We're working on it," Thune said as he left the Capitol on Wednesday evening.
___
Associated Press writers Lisa Mascaro and Stephen Groves contributed to this report.
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[image: The Memorial Circle, where President Donald Trump has proposed building an arch to commemorate the United States' 250th anniversary is seen, Tuesday, May 19, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            DARLENE SUPERVILLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump's plan to build a triumphal arch in Washington is getting a second look from a federal agency that suggested changes before it approved the concept last month. 
The proposed 250-foot (76 meter) arch is one of several projects the Republican president is pursuing alongside a White House ballroom to leave his imprint on Washington. 
He has said some of his other projects, such as adding a blue coating to the interior of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, will beautify the city in time for July 4 celebrations of America's 250th birthday. 

    
        
    
The U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, whose members were appointed by Trump, approved the concept for the arch at its monthly meeting in April. Commissioners are set to consider and possibly vote on updated plans when they meet again on Thursday. 
As presented to the federal agency, the arch itself would stand 250 feet tall (76 meters) from its base to a torch held aloft by a Lady Liberty-like figure on top of the structure. The statue would be flanked on top by two eagles and guarded at the base by four lions -- all gilded. The phrases "One Nation Under God" and "Liberty and Justice for All" would be inscribed in gold lettering atop either side of the monument. 

    
A public observation deck on top would provide 360-degree views of the surroundings. 



    
        




    




The commission's vice chairman, architect James McCrery II, said in April that he preferred the arch without the figures on top. Removing them would significantly reduce the arch's height by about 80 feet (24.4 meters). Critics of the project, including an overwhelming number of people who submitted public comment in April, said the arch would be taller than any other monument in the capital city and dominate the skyline.

    
        
    
At a height of 250 feet, the arch would dwarf the Lincoln Memorial, which is 99 feet (30 meters) tall, and be close to half the height of the Washington Monument, an obelisk that is about 555 feet (169 meters) tall. 

    
McCrery also recommended that the lions on the base be removed because that animal is "not a beast natural to the North American continent." And he objected to plans for an underground tunnel for pedestrians to get to the arch, which would be built on a traffic circle between the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.
Preliminary surveys and testing of the site began last week. 
A group of veterans and a historian have sued the Trump administration in federal court to block construction on grounds that the arch would disrupt the sightline between the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington House at Arlington National Cemetery, among other reasons. 
Trump and Interior Secretary Doug Burgum have argued that Washington is the only major Western world capital without such an arch. Burgum's department includes the National Park Service, which manages the plot where Trump wants to put the arch. 
Trump's rehab of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is also the subject of a court challenge brought by The Cultural Landscape Foundation, which said the administration's moves to repaint the bottom of the Reflecting Pool blue without first undergoing relevant reviews ran afoul of federal preservation laws governing historic sites. 


    
The nonprofit group argued in a lawsuit filed last week that the changes at the Reflecting Pool are part of Trump's broader effort to push through dramatic renovations in Washington without proper reviews and undermine the tone of the area.
A hearing in the case was scheduled for Thursday afternoon in federal court in Washington. 
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[image: Republican State Rep. TJ Roberts, 28, talks during a meeting of young Republicans at a bar in Covington, Ky., Saturday, May 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Jesse Bedayn)]
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                                        COVINGTON, Ky. (AP) -- On a recent evening in northern Kentucky, over a dozen young Republicans gathered with beers and brightly colored cocktails at a bar called dEcORa, its neon interior as eccentric as its capitalization, ribbing each other and picking apart the presidential administration they welcomed with high hopes last year. 
By now, their enthusiasm for Donald Trump had curdled into frustration.
"I absolutely do not regret voting for Trump in 2024," said Nathaniel Showalter, 34, who sat in front of a concrete pillar covered in spray paint. "I can't wait for him to get out of office."
What poured out that night under the bar's low lights was a sense that the Republican establishment -- which they initially applauded Trump for disrupting, but which some now see him sustaining -- had forsaken them. That festering feeling has widened a generational gap between younger and older conservatives as the party slowly begins to consider a future without Trump in charge. 

    
The crew at the bar see Trump's war with Iran as a betrayal of his campaign promises. They are living in an economy that appears as shaky as it was before his inauguration. And they mourn the assassination of Charlie Kirk, the 31-year-old conservative activist they viewed as their lone spokesperson with influence in the White House. 



    
        




    




The defeat of Republican Rep. Thomas Massie -- who had earned a younger and anti-establishment following while feuding with Trump -- in Tuesday's primary cost them one of their strongest allies in Congress.

    
        
    
"There seems to be a concerted effort to keep the next generation out on the right," said TJ Roberts, the group's lanky leader. A 28-year-old state representative, he was the only one at the bar wearing a suit. "There's this sense of entitlement among the establishment on the right. 'Well, I'm better than the alternative.' Well, sure, but a stomach flu is preferable to stomach cancer. I'd rather have neither."

    
Roberts convenes the group every month to talk politics, this time with The Associated Press, and he feared that young people like those gathered at dEcORa were "going to live a shorter, less prosperous life than your parents."
"We have to make sure that young Republicans have a voice in Washington, D.C.," he said. 
'It's why we need a change in leadership'
The boisterous group, all men in their 20s and 30s, crowded around a low table painted with kaleidoscope art. They made ribald jokes and debated each other, sometimes slipping into impressions of Trump or conspiracy theorist Alex Jones.
Although views of Trump's presidency aren't uniform -- some like his second term more than others -- they were all animated by anger over the war with Iran. 
To many in this group, Operation Epic Fury is not just "a complete betrayal of his promises," as Michael Gartman, 32, put it. It's evidence that their voices have been drowned out by the political establishment, defense contractors and megadonors who they see as pushing Israel's agenda. 
Logan Edge, a 30-year-old gun lobbyist who sported a Hawaiian-style shirt and Lincoln-esque beard, mimicked Trump talking about Miriam Adelson, the billionaire who Trump once said advised him on Israel. 

    
"'Oh Miriam, she's over there, she loves Israel, maybe more than America,'" he said. 
He dropped the president's intonation and said, "You can't piss on my shoes and tell me it's raining."
Across from Logan sat Andrew Cooperrider, a 33-year-old who hosts a conservative podcast about Kentucky politics, and his son, 14-year-old Leo. The teenager aspires to be an underwater welder and suggested to his father that he could get training by enlisting in the U.S. Navy.
"And I said absolutely not," the elder Cooperrider said, "not with everything going on, my son is not getting into the military right now and go fight these wars for these psychopaths."
"Thank you!" someone shouted, as Cooperrider added that Leo can pursue the trade outside the military.
Edge jumped in, saying that he and his father, who served in Desert Storm and Iraq, had visited Arlington National Cemetery.
There's a phone app that can guide you to specific grave sites, he said, his voice deepening with emotion. "And me and my dad spent the day finding his friends. And it was very emotional, very tough. And you can get on the Metro and go to the next Metro stop and the first thing you see is Raytheon, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman, and I said to my dad, 'Look what you're about to see.'"

    
Edge paused. "It brings tears to my eyes," he said, pushing his chair back and dropping his gaze from the group. Roberts leaned over and asked if Logan was OK.
"Why do my friends have to be over there?" said Angel Figueroa, 27, who served in the military and knows people based in the Middle East right now. "It would devastate me to see one of my friends getting bombed one day and what, I have to see their box now?"
Most thought a military draft was unlikely. But Elijah Drysdale, 27, who wore a backward cap over a red-haired mullet, said the fact that it's even become a discussion "speaks volumes to me, and it's why we need a change in leadership."

    
'He broke a lot of his promises'
Although Roberts has concerns about the Republican establishment, he was a rare member of the group at dEcORa who was pleased with Trump's second term. He argued that the party "under President Donald Trump is without doubt the best Republican Party I have seen in my entire lifetime, the old order is dead."
"It's dying," someone interjected.
"No, it's gone," Roberts retorted. "Trump shifted the culture so well that these conversations you're hearing right now, this would be unacceptable in the Republican Party of 2014."
Now, Roberts said, there is more willingness to oppose foreign military entanglements, corporate bailouts and aid to foreign countries such as Ukraine and Israel. The party had also drawn a harder line on immigration, which those gathered have applauded.
"I do think Trump started the (establishment's) downfall, I think it's only being kept alive now by him," said the elder Cooperrider, citing Trump's endorsement of U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham and his opposition to Massie.
John Wardrop, a 24-year-old wearing a short-sleeve button-up tucked beneath a big belt buckle, said "we could do a whole lot better." He argued that there was hope for some in the administration, such as Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Vice President JD Vance.
"I'm actually in disagreement," said Drysdale, who pushed back with harsher criticism of Trump than most of the group. "I think that he broke a lot of his promises."
Any affiliation with this administration, he said, will be "a stain on your reputation. This isn't the party that we want, this isn't the party that we voted for, or thought we were voting for."
Could they envision voting for a Democrat?
Henry Hecht, a 26-year-old libertarian who sipped a cocktail with a pirate flag stuck in the top, raised a tentative hand and shrugged. 
"What's he doing here?" Cooperrider said in mock anger. "Get him out of here, somebody get the log!"
'Eventually that cycle has to break'
The sense of malaise has been compounded by the loss of Kirk, who founded the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA. Kirk seemed to have no clear heir, and Roberts said he "was kinda like a mediator, so Trump understood where young Republicans were coming from."
The group listed several examples where they've felt Republican lawmakers betrayed their promises and conservative ideology, such as the extension of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act and the growing national debt. 
Massie fought the White House on those issues and others. Trump responded by backing a primary challenger, former Navy SEAL Ed Gallrein, who centered his campaign on fealty to the president. 
Gallrein won on Tuesday, demonstrating Trump's power over this party, but deepening frustration with his leadership in other quarters. 
"We cannot really fight the left until we defeat these old, boomer Republicans," Edge said. "The left is organized, the left is institutionalized, they're smart, they're tactical, they're not a joke, they don't play."

"We look at our own organization on our side and say, 'We're a little lost,'" said Cooperrider, suggesting there was more mobilization among younger liberals.
"Why don't right-wingers do it?" asked Hecht.
"My question is: why would you when, for so long, the right has been joking about their promises?" said Roberts. 
"It creates an endless cycle," he added. "Eventually that cycle has to break."
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[image: House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill, Thursday, April 23, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill, Thursday, April 23, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., speaks with reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Monday, May 18, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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            STEPHEN GROVES

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House is expected to vote on legislation Thursday to compel President Donald Trump to withdraw from the war with Iran, a significant test of lawmakers' willingness to go along with a conflict the president launched over two months ago without congressional approval.
The vote is the latest effort by Democrats to rein in Trump's military campaigns by using the War Powers Resolution of 1973. Previous votes on similar resolutions have failed, but Democrats are hoping that Thursday could be a turning point.
One by one, a small but potentially crucial number of Republicans have sided with Democrats to check Trump's power to continue the conflict. On Tuesday, the Senate advanced another war powers resolution on the Iran war when four GOP senators supported the resolution and three others were absent from the vote.
A final vote on the Senate resolution could also come Thursday, though Republican leaders expect they'll be able to block it once every GOP senator is present.

    
Frustration with Iran war grows on Capitol Hill
On Capitol Hill, patience with the war has grown thin as the stalemate in the Strait of Hormuz disrupts global shipping and elevates gas prices in the U.S. Another House war powers resolution nearly passed last week, falling on a tie vote as three Republicans voted in favor.
Democratic Rep. Gregory Meeks of New York, who sponsored the war powers resolution, has said he expects to have the votes this time around. 
"Congress has a constitutional duty. It has a duty to act, not to cheerlead, especially not to cheerlead an open-ended war of choice," Meeks said.
The lone Democrat who voted against the war powers resolution last week, Rep. Jared Golden of Maine, has said he will vote in favor of the legislation this time. Meanwhile, leaders of both parties have been dealing with several absences that could shift the vote either way in the closely divided chamber.



    
        




    




Republicans have been broadly supportive of Trump's efforts to destroy Iran's nuclear capabilities, but some are now saying that the president's legal timeline to wage a war without congressional approval has expired. Under the War Powers Resolution of 1973, presidents have 60 days to engage in a military conflict before Congress must either declare war or authorize the use of military force.
"We have to follow the law," said Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, a Pennsylvania Republican shortly after he voted for an Iran war powers resolution for the first time last week.

    
        
    
The dispute over war powers
The White House argues that the requirements of the War Powers Resolution no longer apply because of the ceasefire with Iran. At the same time, Trump has said he was just an hour away from ordering another strike on Iran earlier this week, but held off because Gulf allies said they were engaged in negotiations to end the war.
Still, Trump said on social media that military leaders should "be prepared to go forward with a full, large scale assault of Iran, on a moment's notice, in the event that an acceptable Deal is not reached." Trump has repeatedly set deadlines for Tehran and then backed off.
Sen. Thom Tillis, a Republican who has so far voted against the war powers resolutions, expressed frustration with the Trump administration's stance, especially from Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.

    
"The current status quo, Pete Hegseth demonstrates how incompetent he is," Tillis told reporters, adding that he would be willing to vote for an authorization for use of military force.

    
Meanwhile, Democratic senators rallied outside the Capitol Wednesday alongside VoteVets, a left-leaning veterans' advocacy group. They placed signs on the Capitol lawn noting that the nationwide average price of gasoline had risen to $4.53.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, an Illinois Democrat who served in the Iraq War with the Air National Guard, argued that the Iran war has amounted to a strategic blunder for Trump. 
"Trump started a war, and he's made things worse than before," Duckworth said, pointing to Iran's new leadership and the country's willingness to put a chokehold on commercial shipping through the Strait of Hormuz.

    
Republican leaders praised Trump for taking what they said was bold action to directly confront Iran, a nation that has been a U.S. adversary for decades.
"I'm an American. I don't believe in getting hit and walking away and pretending as though it didn't happen," said Rep. Brian Mast, the Republican chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
For Congress, the growing momentum to pass a war powers resolution could eventually lead to a legal showdown over who has the final authority over military conflicts. 
The legislation before the House Thursday is a concurrent resolution that lawmakers say would take effect without Trump's signature if it passes both chambers of Congress.

But Trump has also argued that the 1973 law -- passed by Congress during the Vietnam War era in an attempt to take back its power over foreign conflicts -- is unconstitutional.
___
Associated Press writer Joey Cappelletti contributed to this report.
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            Israel's national security minister drew a sharp rebuke from his boss and triggered a backlash abroad on Wednesday, after he released videos taunting and telling detained activists from a flotilla that tried to get past the Israeli blockade of Gaza that they should be imprisoned for a very long time.
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            In footage released by the Global Sumud Flotilla, Israeli forces on a vessel were seen intercepting activists at sea. Israeli forces on Tuesday intercepted six remaining vessels from a much larger activist flotilla attempting to challenge Israel's naval blockade of Gaza. (AP Video by Lefteris Pitarakis and production by Lefteris Pitarakis, Derek Gatopoulos and Menelaos Hadjicostis)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli naval forces sail a confiscated Gaza-bound flotilla boat into Israel's Ashdod port after intercepting the vessel on the Mediterranean Sea, Tuesday, May 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)]
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[image: El ministro israeli de Seguridad Nacional Itamar Ben-Gvir en el parlamento en Jerusalen, el 20 de mayo del 2026. (AP foto/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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            MELANIE LIDMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- The Israeli government said Thursday that hundreds of flotilla activists who attempted to breach Israel's naval blockade of Gaza have all been released and deported. Outrage abroad over the activists' treatment prompted several countries to summon Israeli envoys to hear their concerns. 
The Israeli Foreign Ministry said in a statement that "all foreign activists" from the flotilla had been deported. They were being flown out of Israel from a civilian airport near the southern Israeli city of Eilat, according to the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, or Adalah. 
The group said one participant, Zohar Regev, who holds Israeli citizenship, was released following a court hearing in the southern city of Ashkelon on charges of illegal entry into Israel and unlawful stay. Regev has taken part in previous flotillas to Gaza.

    
Netanyahu calls for quick deportation after rebuking security minister
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Wednesday he instructed that the activists be deported "as soon as possible," after sharply rebuking Israel's national security minister  for a provocative video showing the minister taunting detained flotilla activists who were handcuffed and kneeling.
Netanyahu said that although Israel has every right to stop "provocative flotillas of Hamas terrorist supporters," the way National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir dealt with the activists was "not in line with Israel's values and norms."
Ben-Gvir released videos Wednesday showing him walking among some of the approximately 430 detainees. In one, activists with their hands tied behind their backs are kneeling, their heads touching the floor inside what appears to be a makeshift detention area on the deck of a ship.



    
        

    


    
    









    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Red Cross convoy arrives to collect Israeli hostages who were released after a ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas took effect, in Gaza City, Jan. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Abed Hajjar, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Tracking the Gaza ceasefire
            

        
    
      





        



    
        Keeping track of the status of President Donald Trump's 20-point plan for a ceasefire that would end Hamas' rule in Gaza and rebuilding the territory after a devastating war.
    



        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                        
                    
                

            
        

    


    

    





    




Several countries, including Britain, France and Portugal, summoned Israeli envoys on Thursday over concerns about the treatment of flotilla activists and in protest of Ben-Gvir's actions. 

    
        
    
"The actions of Mr. Ben-Gvir toward the passengers of the Global Sumud flotilla, condemned even by his own colleagues in the Israeli government, are unacceptable," French foreign affairs minister Jean-Noel Barrot said. Turkey, Greece, Italy and Indonesia also condemned Israel for Ben-Gvir's comments and the treatment of flotilla activists. 

    
Turkey sends planes to retrieve activists
Turkey was sending planes to retrieve Turkish citizens and others who participated in the flotilla, Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said Thursday. Around 85 Turkish nationals took part in the latest flotilla, according to Turkish media. 
Dozens of the activists' boats began setting sail from Spain to Gaza in April, with organizers saying they want to draw renewed attention to the conditions for nearly 2 million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Israel stopped 20 vessels from the group on April 30 near the southern Greek island of Crete and forced most of its activists to disembark there. 
Israel took two high profile activists -- Spanish-Swedish citizen Saif Abukeshek and Brazilian citizen Thiago Avila -- back to Israel where they were interrogated and detained for around a week before being deported. 

    
The activists accused Israel of torture, claims Israel denies. Brazil and Spain condemned Israel for "kidnapping" their citizens.
Participants then regrouped and more than 50 boats departed from the Turkish port of Marmaris on May 14. Israeli forces began stopping the boats around 268 kilometers (167 miles) from the Gaza coastline, off the coast of Cyprus, according to the flotilla's website. 
Israel has repeatedly blocked similar attempts
Israel's Foreign Ministry has called the flotilla "a PR stunt at the service of Hamas" with no real intent to deliver aid to Gaza. The boats carry a tiny, symbolic amount of aid.
This week, the U.S. Treasury imposed sanctions against several European activists aboard the flotilla, which U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent called "pro-terror."
Last year Israeli authorities blocked a similar attempt involving about 50 vessels and some 500 activists, including Swedish climate campaigner Greta Thunberg, Nelson Mandela's grandson Mandla Mandela and several European lawmakers.
Israel arrested, detained and later deported the participants, who claimed Israeli authorities abused them. Israeli authorities denied the accusations.

    
Blockade of Gaza in place since 2007
Israel has maintained a sea blockade of Gaza since Hamas took control of the territory in 2007. Israeli authorities intensified it after the Hamas-led militant attacks on southern Israel that killed around 1,200 people and saw more than 250 taken hostage on Oct. 7, 2023.
Critics say the blockade amounts to collective punishment. Israel says it's intended to prevent Hamas from arming itself. Egypt, which has the only border crossing with Gaza not controlled by Israel, has also greatly restricted movement in and out.

Israel's retaliatory offensive following the Oct. 7 attacks that started the war has killed more than 72,700 people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The ministry, part of Gaza's Hamas-run government, doesn't give a breakdown between civilians and combatants. It is staffed by medical professionals who maintain and publish detailed records viewed as generally reliable by the international community. ___ AP journalists Andrew Wilks in Istanbul; Menelaos Hadjicostis in Nicosia, Cyprus; and Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia, contributed to this report. 
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    Companies join a deep-sea mining rush after Trump executive order, as regulators fast-track permits




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NOAA, a Parapagurus sp. crab with a coral on its back walks across a field of ferromanganese nodules on the seafloor of Gosnold Seamount, explored during Dive 16 of the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo provided by NOAA, a Parapagurus sp. crab with a coral on its back walks across a field of ferromanganese nodules on the seafloor of Gosnold Seamount, explored during Dive 16 of the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)
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            HELEN WIEFFERING

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the year since President Donald Trump signed an executive order promising to create a deep-sea mining industry from scratch, businesses have raised millions of dollars from investors, stock prices have soared and federal regulators have raced to fast-track a permitting process.
At least nine companies are in talks with the government for access to seabed minerals, according to an Associated Press review. Sections of the seafloor from American Samoa to Alaska could be auctioned for offshore mining this summer and through the fall.
All the action suggests the U.S. may soon give the green light for companies to commercially mine the seabed -- something that's never been done in international waters.
But a close look at some of the companies involved reveals uncertain track records and histories spattered with legal disputes, while major questions about how the minerals would be processed and refined remain unanswered. Watchers of the nascent industry are skeptical the promised riches will ever materialize.

    
"It just feels right to people thinking that there is a cornucopia of metals on the bottom of the seafloor that are just there to be plucked up like seashells on the seashore," said Victor Vescovo, a private equity investor and deep-sea explorer who has chosen not to back any deep-sea mining companies.
"If there's more scrutiny on their actual financial models," he added, "you would go, 'Wait a second, this is much more uncertain.'"



    
        




    





Tapping the global seabed

Trump's executive order in April last year marked a sudden embrace of an industry long dormant in the U.S. The president hailed seafloor minerals as vital to America's future prosperity and its trade independence from China. He directed U.S. agencies to expedite permitting.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump arrives at Leesburg Executive Airport on Marine One in Leesburg, Va., Thursday, April 24, 2025, en route to Trump National Golf Club Washington DC in Sterling, Va. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)]
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The most widely prized ores are fist-shaped rocks known as polymetallic nodules, formed over millions of years from the remains of sunken shark teeth and shells. They contain high grades of manganese, copper, nickel and cobalt, and some rare earth elements.
Other parts of the seafloor have drawn prospectors, too: the mineral-rich crusts atop volcanic seamounts, and the rocky mounds flecked with gold and silver near hydrothermal vents. Nearer to shore, companies have proposed dredging ocean sands for titanium, zirconium and phosphorites. But for many companies, seafloor nodules hold the most allure.

    
        
    
Trillions of nodules lie on the international seabed between Mexico and Hawaii, scientists say. For more than a decade, delegates from dozens of countries have convened at the headquarters of the International Seabed Authority in Jamaica with the difficult task of creating globally agreed upon mining rules for those areas, which belong to no single country.

    
The agency has so far granted exploration rights to nearly two dozen contractors, but has not allowed any to mine commercially. Under its mandate, the minerals are designated for the shared benefit of "all humankind."

    
    Have a news tip?
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected]. For secure and confidential communications, use the free Signal app +1 (202) 281-8604.


    


Trump's order suggests the U.S. will decide for itself when to mine the global seabed, reversing the decision of previous administrations to honor the seabed authority's rules.
In a statement, a White House spokesperson said "all presidential actions are legally sound."

    

Fast-tracking the process

Geologists have known about polymetallic nodules for more than a century, but it wasn't until the 1960s that companies started building technology to haul them to the surface.
At the time, the laws of the sea were still in the making, with ongoing talks at the United Nations over how countries would use and protect the oceans beyond their borders. When it came to seabed mining, the U.S. was at odds with much of the world over how the resources and technology should be shared.
In 1980, with global talks still in progress, Congress passed the Deep Seabed Hard Mineral Resources Act and created a process for U.S. companies to mine the deep sea. The U.S. issued four exploration licenses in 1984.

    
        
    
Yet in the decades that followed, low metals prices and the brewing uncertainty around international rules pushed several of those companies to forfeit their licenses or dissolve. Today, more than 150 countries agree that deep-sea mining should be mutually governed by the seabed authority. Lockheed Martin holds the only two exploration licenses still active in the U.S.

    
Two U.S. agencies will enforce rules: the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which oversees minerals beyond U.S. borders, and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, a division of the Department of the Interior that regulates offshore oil, gas, wind and minerals in U.S. waters.
NOAA has never approved a commercial project for seabed mining; nor has BOEM, beyond a short-lived mining effort in California waters more than 60 years ago. But their leaders, appointed by Trump, are pushing for that to change.
In June, Interior Secretary Doug Burgum announced a mandate for BOEM to "speed up" the development of critical minerals offshore, and outlined steps to streamline the regulatory process. The agency soon announced it was evaluating seabed mining in the waters of Alaska, Virginia, American Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands. It plans to hold the first lease sale as early as August, according to a budget proposal, and in the coming months will restructure under the new name of the Marine Minerals Administration.

    
NOAA, too, is working quickly to approve permits. Until this year, the agency required companies to have an exploration license before they could pursue commercial operations; in January, it said companies could apply for both activities at once. NOAA has requested funds to expand its permitting staff and set a target of processing 16 applications next fiscal year.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by NOAA shows a field of manganese nodules in deep waters off of Hawaii during the Hohonu Moana (deep water) expedition in 2015. (NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and Research via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This photo provided by NOAA shows a field of manganese nodules in deep waters off of Hawaii during the Hohonu Moana (deep water) expedition in 2015. (NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and Research via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

Treasure hunters of the deep

So far, the companies answering the call of Trump's executive order include a firm that once made its money hunting for sunken treasure, and a South Carolina-based startup that sprung from an effort to find Amelia Earhart's long-lost plane.
And it includes The Metals Company, long seen as the front-runner in the industry. If the U.S. grants a permit, the firm says it is ready to commercially mine the seafloor before the end of next year. It is one of few companies to have tested equipment in deep-water conditions -- hauling up 3,000 metric tons of nodules in a 2022 trial.
The company has close ties to the Trump administration. CEO Gerard Barron says he was in the White House on the day Trump signed the executive order, and since then, he's been invited to speak at three congressional hearings on deep-sea mining. The Metals Company has received financial advice from Cantor Fitzgerald, the investment group Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick led for decades until Trump appointed him to federal office. Lutnick is now in charge of NOAA and could be influential in the final decision on permits.
In a January congressional hearing, U.S. Rep. Ed Case, a Hawaii Democrat, accused The Metals Company of being "in bed" with NOAA and having advance knowledge of the agency's plans, citing the close timing of certain events. The Metals Company submitted its seabed mining applications within a week of the executive order last year, and resubmitted them under the streamlined regulations one day after NOAA finalized the new rules.
At the hearing, Barron denied the accusation, saying it's the company's job to respond to and anticipate government action. "We had lobbied hard" against some of the regulatory inefficiencies, he added. 
Since 2024, records show the company spent nearly $800,000 on lobbying for seabed mining issues, including permitting. Its stock price hit record highs across the last year.
A spokesperson for The Metals Company said in a statement the firm had no unfair advantages, and is well-poised to address the strategic priorities of the U.S. after 15 years of preparation and testing.
Barron got his start in deep-sea mining as an investor of a company, Nautilus Minerals, which won a license from Papua New Guinea for the world's first commercial seabed mining effort in 2011. But Nautilus folded before mining began, leaving the government, which had a 15% stake in the project, with more than $100 million in debt.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey shows ferromanganese nodules collected from seamounts in the Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Geological Survey via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This undated photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey shows ferromanganese nodules collected from seamounts in the Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Geological Survey via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Tampa, Fla.-based Odyssey Marine Exploration has also signaled interest in offshore mining. Odyssey formed in the 1990s with a mission to discover sunken treasure and sell the artifacts for profit. The company claims to have found more shipwrecks than any other organization in the world.
But Odyssey ran into trouble in 2007, when it discovered an underwater shipwreck littered with silver and gold coins that Odyssey brought to the U.S. Later, the government of Spain said the wreck matched descriptions of a Spanish naval ship sunk by the British in 1804. Warships are immune to the claims of salvagers. Odyssey argued the remains couldn't reliably be identified, but after years of bitter court battles, relinquished the treasure.
Amid the legal fight, the company pivoted to pursuing seafloor minerals.
There, too, Odyssey ran into controversy. The company's subsidiary was awarded mining permits in Mexico's Gulf of Ulloa for a project that would have dredged 7 million tons of mineral sands per year, operating 24 hours per day, according to Odyssey's proposal, with a goal of extracting phosphate for fertilizer.
But the Mexican government withdrew its support during its environmental review out of concern the mining would disturb marine habitats and threaten loggerhead turtles. Officials later argued Odyssey didn't have enough mining experience.
The company sued the government of Mexico for damages, winning $37 million in 2024, more than 10 years after it received the first mining permit.
In December, BOEM announced that Odyssey had requested the agency begin the regulatory process to consider mining off the coast of Virginia. As in Mexico, the company is hoping to dredge coastal sands.
In a statement, an Odyssey spokesperson said the company carefully selected the area to avoid sensitive marine habitats and shipping traffic, and that dredging is an established tool for construction projects and can be done safely.
This spring, the company said it will merge with and adopt the name of American Ocean Minerals Corporation, which incorporated last year and has applied for NOAA's permission to explore for seafloor nodules.
Worry about environmental and economic harm

Out in the U.S. territories of the Pacific Ocean, another fight is brewing over potential mining. The startup Impossible Metals has set its sights on seafloor nodules in U.S. waters near American Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands, despite growing outcry from local residents and leaders.

    
        
    
American Samoa has banned deep-sea mining in local waters, while a similar push is underway in the Northern Marianas. Nearby Guam has banned deep-sea mining, too. Republican House representatives from all three territories worry their constituents will bear the environmental and economic harms. But the final decision is in the hands of the federal government, which controls U.S. waters beyond 3 miles from shore.
Impossible Metals boasts of being the most environmentally friendly deep-sea mining company. Most mining machines are built to drive along the seafloor, endangering the sea sponges, nematodes and brittle stars that live among nodules. Impossible Metals is building a fleet of robots that it says will float above the seabed and collect only rocks that don't contain marine life. The company has offered island territories 1% of future profits.
Critics question whether the technology will work, and if there will in fact be any profits to share.
Impossible Metals didn't respond to the AP's questions or requests for comment. The company has said previously that it's engaging with local communities and is committed to building something lasting.
Still other companies are lining up for U.S. permission. American Metal Resources and SeaX, both formed last year, applied for exploration licenses that are under NOAA review.
Deep Sea Minerals Corp., founded in 2022, is publicly traded in Canada and announced its application to explore for nodules in March. The company recently issued a press release saying its advertisements may have "overstated" the certainty of its future growth. It does not yet have deep-sea mining rights or any specialized marine technology, it said.
There are some early signs of discord: American Metal Resources and The Metals Company have both sued each other, alleging the misuse of confidential information.
No guarantee of profit

Deep-sea ecologists and ocean advocates have fought against seabed mining for years on the grounds that the deep ocean remains vastly under-studied, and that mining could extinguish its fragile life.
But a number of analysts and investors also question its economic merit.
Of the four metals contained in polymetallic nodules, copper is the surest bet to see sustained demand given the booming need for electrical wiring.
But mineral forecasts, said mining consultant Lyle Trytten, "often get a lot of attention when they're very high, and then things change."
Five years ago, The Metals Company built its marketing on the surging demand for metals to build electric vehicle batteries. Forecasters projected global shortages and prices soared.
In the years since, battery design has evolved and no longer depends as much on cobalt and nickel, leaving seabed mining companies with a more subdued outlook on profits. Even highly-sought copper is already being replaced in some industry sectors with aluminum.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NOAA, a remotely operated vehicle encounters a large undersea boulder field during the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo provided by NOAA, a remotely operated vehicle encounters a large undersea boulder field during the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Ian Lange, a professor of mineral economics at the Colorado School of Mines, said deep-sea mining advocates seem to overlook the more affordable and widely available sources of minerals on land. He questioned whether demand is strong enough: Copper mines in Michigan and Wyoming are fully permitted but inactive; a cobalt mine is idled in Idaho.
"I personally am skeptical that what's holding people back (from deep-sea mining) is nonmarket things like permitting," he said.
The Securities and Exchange Commission requires publicly listed mining companies to assess the economic viability of their projects in a document known as a pre-feasibility study.
The Metals Company did so last year, and forecast that it would break even in its eighth year of commercial seabed mining - the same year that it forecast the mineral reserves to be "all mined."
"No one goes into a project saying, 'In the best-case scenario, we'll break even,'" said mining consultant Steven Emerman. "Anyone at my level would know to come to the conclusion that now is the time to abandon the project."
Unless the project expands, said Simon Jowitt, Nevada's state geologist and director of the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, "there's not going to be any profit in the project."
The Metals Company says it expects to find billions of dollars' worth of seabed minerals after the project breaks even. But it has yet to prove those additional resources are economical to mine.
Forecasting this way is unusual, Jowitt said.
Other experts, including Trytten and Emerman, said the company's forecast is overly optimistic, projecting high metals prices and low costs. Trytten reviewed the forecasts at the request of an environmental group, the National Ocean Protection Coalition, and Emerman at the request of opponents to deep sea mining, including Greenpeace. Both said their analysis was independent.
The Metals Company said it had completed mining plans and seafloor surveys for the first eight years of the project, and that the costs of surveying, sampling and analyzing additional seafloor minerals were best incurred once the project was underway. The company is confident those resources will be minable, a spokesperson said.
It would take at least three land-based mines to produce the four minerals that exist in seafloor nodules, the company said, and this variety makes the project resilient to economic headwinds or changing demand for metals.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by NOAA, rosellid "mushroom" sponges grow amid ferromanganese boulders mixed with smaller nodules during Dive 16 of the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    In this photo provided by NOAA, rosellid "mushroom" sponges grow amid ferromanganese boulders mixed with smaller nodules during Dive 16 of the 2021 North Atlantic Stepping Stones expedition. (NOAA via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Deep-sea mining companies will also face challenges around where to process the nodules. Despite Trump's focus on trade independence, the U.S. currently has no major processing facilities for nickel, manganese or cobalt.
Building these facilities on U.S. soil will take time and money - a lot of it. "That is going to take some engineering and some capital," said James Deckelman, head of Deep Sea Minerals Corp. "But there's just so much support from the U.S. government right now, so much momentum." Indeed, the White House told AP it's a priority to expand domestic refining capacity. 
Records show The Metals Company began lobbying around "financing for domestic processing of minerals" early this year.
In the near term, companies will have to rely on existing supply chains abroad. The Metals Company has thus far explored processing in Japan, South Korea and Indonesia.
But reliance on foreign partners could raise a host of legal issues for companies. Most other countries involved in deep-sea mining are bound by their commitments to the International Seabed Authority. Their governments, companies or citizens could be sued for helping the U.S. tap the global seabed, said Coalter Lathrop, a legal expert on the law of the sea.
It could be financially devastating to The Metals Company if foreign companies cut ties. The firm relies heavily on the Swiss company Allseas, which owns the deep-sea mining ship and designed the deep-sea "collector vehicles" that would gather nodules from the seafloor. In a statement, Allseas said it was committed to following all national and international laws, and would deploy its technology "only once we are confident that all relevant regulatory conditions are satisfied."
In a congressional hearing, Impossible Metals suggested the U.S. government could smooth over some of these hurdles by purchasing nodules for the National Defense Stockpile -- a store of metals held in reserve for supply chain emergencies.
Stockpiling the nodules would offer deep-sea mining companies "a guaranteed buyer" in the government, said Oliver Gunasekara, CEO of Impossible Metals, in his January testimony. Not only would it spur industry investment, he suggested, but the government could profit in the future as metals prices rise.
Trytten, the mining consultant, disagrees. "If you can't process it, it doesn't do you any good sitting there in a warehouse."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey shows polymetallic nodules in a sample from the seafloor that was collected on April 14, 2026, in U.S. waters off American Samoa. (USGS via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    This photo provided by the U.S. Geological Survey shows polymetallic nodules in a sample from the seafloor that was collected on April 14, 2026, in U.S. waters off American Samoa. (USGS via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
A spokesperson for the Defense Logistics Agency, which runs the national stockpile, said there was currently no plan to acquire seafloor nodules.
Elizabeth Klein, BOEM's director under the final two years of Joe Biden's presidency, denied a 2024 request from Impossible Metals to consider a mining lease near American Samoa. She told the AP she was concerned about local opposition and the suitability of current regulations to a novel industry.
"You want to make sure that the operators are financially capable ... (that) they actually have the skills and the resources that would be required," Klein said. "The current regs don't speak to much of that at all."
A spokesperson for BOEM said in a statement that companies demonstrate their financial capability in the bidding process for a mining lease, along with a required deposit. Current regulations require BOEM to ensure the project is carried out safely and responsibly, the spokesperson said.
Tony Romeo, founder of Deep Sea Rare Minerals, which planned to change its name to Eco Minerals this week, isn't discouraged by the naysayers. Every new source of energy or metal requires some trial and error before it becomes profitable, he told AP.
His South Carolina company got its start in deep-sea operations by pursuing a personal obsession of his - scanning the seafloor for Earhart's plane. Now, the company is awaiting updates from NOAA on its application to explore for nodules and is considering bidding on mining leases near Alaska and the Northern Mariana Islands.
"There's going to be some flops. There's going be some failures. Some businesses aren't going to make it, but somebody will," Romeo said. He hopes his company will be producing offshore minerals by 2028.
By then, Trump's second term will be in its final year. Company executives are pushing hard for assurances that their projects won't be canceled by a future president who's not as eager to mine the sea.
At an industry conference in January, top officials at NOAA and BOEM deflected when asked about what kind of certainty they can promise. No one has a crystal ball, they said - but for now, they're "open for business."
---

The Associated Press receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
---
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/
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    Documents show Queen Elizabeth was eager for ex-Prince Andrew to become trade envoy




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Britain's Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, formerly known as Prince Andrew, looks round as he leaves after attending the Easter Matins Service at St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle, England, April 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The late Queen Elizabeth II was "very keen" for former Prince Andrew to be named Britain's trade envoy in 2001, according to documents released Thursday that showed his appointment received little scrutiny from government ministers.
The government released confidential papers related to the appointment in response to legislation passed by Parliament after lawmakers accused the king's brother of putting his friendship with Jeffrey Epstein ahead of the nation. The former prince was stripped of his royal titles, including Duke of York, last year and is now known simply as Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor.
"The Queen is very keen that the Duke of York should take on a prominent role in the promotion of national interests," the head of Britain's trade body wrote to two senior cabinet ministers on Feb. 25, 2000.

    
The queen worried about her son
The involvement of the late queen confirms previously held beliefs that the monarch had a soft spot for her second son, which may have influenced her lack of decisiveness in dealing with allegations about his links to Epstein. Royal commentators have for years suggested that the queen should have moved quicker to remove her son from royal duties, and her failure to do so tarnished the monarchy.
Mountbatten-Windsor served as Britain's special envoy for international trade from 2001 to 2011, when he was forced to give up the role because of concerns about his links to questionable figures in Libya and Azerbaijan.
If nothing else, the documents suggest Elizabeth worried about him, said Craig Prescott, an expert on constitutional law and the monarchy at Royal Holloway, University of London. 



    
        




    




"It's like, in a sense, if the queen makes it clear that that's her wish, that's the end of the argument,'' Prescott said. "Her Majesty's civil service, as it was then, would have to deal with it on that basis."
Lawmakers approved a motion in February demanding publication of the documents after the former prince was arrested and questioned for several hours on allegations he shared government reports with Epstein while he was trade envoy.

    
        
    
Documents suggest Mountbatten-Windsor was appointed with little due diligence
Trade Minister Chris Bryant said in a written statement to lawmakers that "we have found no evidence that a formal due diligence or vetting process was undertaken" before Mountbatten-Windsor was appointed to the role of special trade envoy.
"There is also no evidence that this was considered. This is understandable since this new appointment was a continuation of the royal family's involvement in trade and investment promotion work following the Duke of Kent's decision to relinquish his duties as Vice-Chairman of the Overseas Trade Board," he said. 

    
He said that the government was cooperating with Thames Valley Police on their investigation into Mountbatten-Windsor and possible misconduct in public office. 
Mountbatten-Windsor was stripped of his royal titles late last year as the U.S. Justice Department prepared to release millions of pages of documents related to its investigation of Epstein. Those files showed how the wealthy financier used an international web of rich, powerful friends to gain influence and sexually exploit young women and girls.

    
Nowhere has the fallout from the document release been felt more strongly than in the U.K., where the scandal has raised questions about the way power is wielded by the aristocracy, senior politicians and influential business owners, known collectively as "the Establishment." 
Mountbatten-Windsor has vehemently denied any wrongdoing.

    
Officials did suggest not offering the former prince golf trips
There were hints, however, that some had misgivings about giving Mountbatten-Windsor the high-profile trade role, where his effectiveness relied on his credibility. The back and forth suggested that while officials may not have questioned his appointment, they were involved in making suggestions about what he shouldn't be allowed to do in the role.
Kathryn Colvin, head of protocol at the Foreign Office, wrote in a January 2000 memo that Andrew's private secretary "asked that the Duke of York should not be offered golfing functions abroad. This was a private activity and if he took his clubs with him he would not play in any public sense."

Another document, a government memo sent to U.K. trade staff around the world, warned that Mountbatten-Windsor's "high public profile" will require "careful and sometimes strict media management."
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    A displaced Lebanese grandmother feeds thousands of compatriots who fled war
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            Soubhiye Zeiter started baking outside her tent in Beirut to feed herself and her family, displaced by war. Now, she bakes thousands of Lebanese flatbread breakfasts for displaced families in her community. (AP video by Kareem Chehayeb)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs due to the war between Israel and Hezbollah, distributes mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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            Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs due to the war between Israel and Hezbollah, distributes mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, centre left, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs, prepares with other workers mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, to be distributed for displaced people at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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[image: Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, centre, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs, speaks with displaced people who lined up to receive mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. The Arabic words on the top left read:"The tent of dignity." (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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            Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, centre, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs, speaks with displaced people who lined up to receive mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. The Arabic words on the top left read:"The tent of dignity." (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Soubhiye Zeiter, 63, centre, a displaced woman who fled her home with her family in Beirut's southern suburbs due to the war between Israel and Hezbollah, speaks with displaced people who lined up to receive mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, at a small bakery in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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[image: Displaced people who fled their homes due to the war between Israel and Hezbollah, gather outside a small bakery to receive mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)]
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            Displaced people who fled their homes due to the war between Israel and Hezbollah, gather outside a small bakery to receive mana'eesh, a popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with thyme, in a tented settlement along Beirut's waterfront, Lebanon, Thursday, May 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Even months after she was displaced by war, Soubhiye Zeiter starts every morning the same way: with a large cup of coffee and a few quiet moments beside a small table decorated with flowers outside her tent in Beirut.
But once the coffee is poured, the quiet disappears quickly.
By early morning, dozens of people are already lined up outside Zeiter's small bakery stand in a tented settlement in the heart of the Lebanese capital, waiting for her mana'eesh -- the popular Lebanese flatbread breakfast topped with cheese, meat or za'atar -- a thyme and herb seasoning. Children weave among customers, volunteers rush trays of dough in and out of ovens, and Zeiter, 63, greets nearly everyone who walks by, often calling people over to sit and have some coffee.
Known to many as Om Mohammed -- an Arabic nickname that means Mohammed's mother -- the grandmother fled her home in the Beirut southern suburbs with 15 members of her family at the start of the war between Israel and Hezbollah. She was living just south of the capital when the Israeli military issued an evacuation warning to the sprawling neighborhoods ahead of an intense aerial bombardment.

    
The ongoing war between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group displaced over one million people in the tiny country during months of cross-border fighting. Many families fled villages in southern Lebanon and Beirut's southern suburbs, seeking shelter in schools, public buildings and tented settlements in Beirut and across the country.



    
        




    




From feeding her family to feeding the community 
When Zeiter first arrived to the tented settlement between the Mediterranean Sea and the capital's high-end downtown district, she went to an area nearby where aid was being distributed. But after being told that she would have to stand in line for hours and still might not receive anything, she decided to make food to feed her family and those in need instead.
She began using her own saj -- a traditional round metal griddle used across Lebanon -- baking around 200 mana'eesh a day and handing them out for free. As word spread, more people began showing up every morning, some donating ingredients. Soon the lines stretched longer than she could manage alone.
Now, her small corner of the camp looks more like a neighborhood bakery. People who heard about what she was doing donated a larger gas-powered oven that hums from early morning until late at night. Dough is rolled through a sheeter. Volunteers package bread as quickly as it comes out hot. The smell of thyme and baked dough drifts among rows of blue tents.

    
        
    
"We can't keep up," Zeiter said, laughing as people continued arriving at the stand. "We bake 3,000 to 3,500 mana'eesh daily and people still come and ask for more."

    
What started as one woman cooking for displaced children has turned into a community effort supported almost entirely through donations. She's become a bit of a cult hero in her community, with even the Beirut governor visiting to have coffee with her one afternoon while touring the premises.
"People started donating gas, some donated flour or za'atar, some brought oil, cheese, sometimes people brought meat, some brought yeast," she said. "Whatever I need for this bakery, people are helping me out."

    
Everything is free, and she isn't trying to earn money 
For Zeiter, the bakery is about more than food. She says she wants the tent settlement to feel less like a place of loss and more like the neighborhoods people were forced to leave behind. Throughout the day, she waves over passersby, insists people sit together, and tries to create the kind of atmosphere she remembers from home.
"We're all displaced. If I lost my home or got displaced that doesn't mean that I have to lose my morale," she said, wishing people even when scarred by war to love and care for each other. "Displacement shouldn't change us."
Even with the success of her community initiative, the sounds of drones whizzing in the capital and the news of ongoing Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon are grim reminders that life has changed. She tries to do things that she did during better times, playing with her grandchildren and her small white dog, Bella.

    
Most importantly, she insists on brewing an extra pot of coffee -- because she hates drinking coffee alone -- so she can invite anyone who passes by her tent and wants to sit for a few minutes. The flowers matter too.

"What I love the most, in order to bring back memories, is to have flowers on the table or next to me when I drink coffee," she said, her eyes filling with tears. "I feel like it makes up for things a little."

                          