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      Breaking News

      
        TikTok ordered to explain failure to block AI-generated fake account insulting King
        KUALA LUMPUR --- Malaysia's internet regulator issued a statutory demand to TikTok on Thursday after a fake account allegedly used artificial intelligence (AI) to insult the country's king, including posts falsely claiming he ate pork and manipulated images pairing his face with animal bodies.

      

      
        Late queen pushed for son Andrew to be UK trade envoy
        LONDON --- Britain's late queen Elizabeth II pushed for her son Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor to be given a high-profile job as a trade envoy, a senior official said in a 2000 document released by the government on Thursday.

      

      
        Chinese kidnapping case likely linked to 'cross-border criminal network'
        Further investigation into a kidnap-extortion case involving Chinese nationals in Sa Kaeo province has led to suspected links to transnational crime syndicates, police said on Thursday.

      

      
        Supreme Leader 'says enriched uranium must stay in Iran'
        DUBAI - Iran's Supreme Leader has issued a directive that the country's near-weapons-grade uranium should not be sent abroad, two senior Iranian  sources said, hardening Tehran's stance on one of the main US demands at peace talks.

      

      
        Cuba outraged after US indicts Raul Castro
        HAVANA - Cubans expressed their shock and indignation after the United States indicted former president Raul Castro on murder charges, a stunning new escalation by President Donald Trump of pressure on the communist state.

      

      
        State Railway steps up drug testing after Bangkok crash
        The State Railway of Thailand says it has suspended two more employees from safety-related duties after they tested positive for drugs, as part of a stepped-up screening programme following the fatal train-bus collision in Bangkok on Saturday.

      

      
        Euro zone growth forecast cut because of war impact
        BRUSSELS - The euro zone economy will expand less than expected this year, the European Commission said on Thursday, as the Middle East war and subsequent energy shock take their toll.

      

      
        Gaza flotilla activists await deportation from Israel
        JERUSALEM - Hundreds of activists seized by Israel from a Gaza-bound flotilla were awaiting deportation on Thursday, as global outrage grows over their treatment in custody.

      

      
        Cambodia raids buildings linked to accused scam kingpin Chen Zhi
        SHENZHEN --- Cambodian authorities have raided two buildings in Phnom Penh's Prince Plaza Centre, which is linked to extradited Chinese billionaire Chen Zhi, and detained 104 individuals, including 82 Chinese nationals, local media reported.

      

      
        Thai consumer watchdog to sue Volvo over battery fires
        Thailand's [?]consumer [?]watchdog will file a civil  suit against the local unit of Volvo Cars over battery-related fires  in its EX30 model, &zwnj;an official said after a meeting between customers and the carmaker failed to reach an agreement.
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									TikTok ordered to explain failure to block AI-generated fake account insulting King								

								Among the 'grossly offensive' posts were false claims that the king ate pork and images with his face superimposed onto animal bodies
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																KUALA LUMPUR -- Malaysia's internet regulator issued a statutory demand to TikTok on Thursday after a fake account allegedly used artificial intelligence (AI) to insult the country's king, including posts falsely claiming he ate pork and manipulated images pairing his face with animal bodies.
Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) said in a statement that TikTok had failed to take "sufficient and timely action" against offensive and defamatory content targeting the country's royal institution.

The account, which purported to be linked to King Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar, carried material that was "grossly offensive, false, menacing and insulting in nature", including AI-generated videos and manipulated images, the MCMC said.

It said the posts could breach Section 233 of the Communications and Multimedia Act 1998, as well as other Malaysian laws.

The MCMC demand also requires TikTok to take immediate remedial steps, strengthen content moderation and provide a formal explanation for its moderation failures.

"Social media service providers are expected to act responsibly and expeditiously in addressing content that is unlawful, harmful or threatens public order," the regulator said.

This Week in Asia found that the TikTok account was no longer visible on the platform as of Thursday. TikTok did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The Johor Royal Press Office said on Wednesday that the fake account, operating under the name "Sultan Ibrahim Ismail", appeared to use AI to spread insulting material against the king.

Among the posts was a video falsely alleging that Sultan Ibrahim "favours eating pork", a claim the royal office described as untrue and deeply sensitive given that the king was a Malay ruler and Muslim head of state. Consuming pork is strictly forbidden in Islam.

It called another image, in which the king's face was superimposed onto an animal's body, "clearly offensive and irresponsible".

Johor chief minister Onn Hafiz Ghazi condemned the account on Thursday, saying the false allegations and manipulated images amounted to "a very serious insult".

"Freedom of speech cannot be used as an excuse to spread slander, hatred and insults against the royal institution," Onn Hafiz said in a statement, urging police and the MCMC to act against those involved, including the people behind the fake account.

Royal red line

The case lands squarely in the Muslim-majority country's so-called 3R zone - referring to highly sensitive issues of race, religion and royalty. The MCMC said such content risked undermining public order, national harmony and respect for constitutional institutions.

Malaysia has tightened scrutiny of social media platforms under Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, with officials saying online harm has spread across scams, cyberbullying, illegal gambling and 3R content.

Between January 2022 and July 1, 2025, social media platforms removed 37,845 pieces of false information and 7,846 posts linked to 3R issues after requests by the MCMC, state news agency Bernama reported.

Anwar's critics have accused his administration of retreating from free-speech pledges, while authorities insist the push is aimed at harmful and unlawful content. Malaysian law also prohibits seditious remarks and insults against the monarchy, a powerful institution in the country's constitutional system.

Since Jan 1, major internet messaging and social media services with at least 8 million users in Malaysia - including TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, YouTube, Telegram and WeChat - are required to hold a licence under the Communications and Multimedia Act, placing them more firmly within the MCMC's regulatory reach.
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									Late queen pushed for son Andrew to be UK trade envoy								
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																LONDON -- Britain's late queen Elizabeth II pushed for her son Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor to be given a high-profile job as a trade envoy, a senior official said in a 2000 document released by the government on Thursday.
The British government agreed to release the documents related to the disgraced former prince's role as trade envoy from 2001 to 2011, amid the fallout from the Jeffrey Epstein scandal.

Mountbatten-Windsor, who was stripped of his remaining royal titles following the release of US files related to Epstein last year, was arrested in February on suspicion of misconduct in public office linked to the late American sex offender.

He is accused of sharing sensitive information with Epstein during his time as an official trade envoy for Britain.

The former prince was released after being questioned for hours by police and has not been charged. He denies any wrongdoing.

The 11 documents published by the government discuss the appointment of the former prince to a role as a special envoy for British Trade International (BTI), which promoted the United Kingdom (UK) abroad.

Following a "wide-ranging conversation" with the queen's private secretary, BTI head David Wright wrote to the then foreign minister to say it was the queen's "wish" that Andrew, then the Duke of York, be appointed to the role.

"The Queen is very keen that the Duke of York should take on a prominent role in the promotion of national interests," said the letter dated Feb 25, 2000.

One month earlier, in a message with the subject "Duke of York's travel", head of protocol Kathryn Colvin advised that the Duke of York "should not be offered golfing functions abroad".

Colvin also noted that the former duke preferred "more sophisticated countries" and "liked travelling, especially when on royal business".

'No vetting'

The role was unpaid, but during his time as envoy, the then-prince was dubbed "Air Miles Andy" as he jetted around the world with his expenses, including luxury hotels, covered by taxpayers.

In a written statement to parliament, trade minister Chris Bryant said "we have found no evidence that a formal due diligence or vetting process was undertaken."

However, this was "understandable" as the "new appointment was a continuation of the Royal Family's involvement in trade and investment promotion work".

Peter Mandelson, former UK ambassador to the United States who was sacked over his ties to Epstein, is also being investigated for misconduct in public office when he was a government minister in the 2000s.

The Liberal Democrat party, which moved the government to release documents related to Mountbatten-Windsor, has also asked for the publication of any correspondence between Mandelson and the former prince.

The former duke has been long embroiled in scandals over his friendship with Epstein.

Virginia Giuffre, who died by suicide last year, claimed she was trafficked three times to have sex with the British royal, starting in 2001 and twice when she was 17.

Mountbatten-Windsor settled a US civil lawsuit in 2022 brought by Giuffre while not admitting liability.
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									Chinese kidnapping case likely linked to 'cross-border criminal network'								
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																Further investigation into a kidnap-extortion case involving Chinese nationals in Sa Kaeo province has led to suspected links to transnational crime syndicates, police said on Thursday.
Charges have been filed against a fifth suspect who remains at large, reportedly a commissioned officer named Prayoon. He has been indicated as a co-offender alongside four other policemen who were arrested when the case broke. All four were suspended from duty on Wednesday, according to police spokesman Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan. 

The fifth member of the kidnapping gang has been placed at the location where the five Chinese nationals were being held in Wang Somboon district of the eastern province on Sunday.

Authorities are still determining whether he acted as a mastermind, participant or in another role, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said.

The spokesman said the case is considered serious because it involves officers from multiple police units, and has therefore been escalated to the national level.

A civilian was also arrested in the raid and charged for assisting the officers.

Investigators believe the crime was not an isolated incident but rather carried out as part of a larger criminal operation, which may be connected to individuals in a neighbouring country. 

Authorities have found evidence of coordinated communication and signals being shared with other likely affiliates. 

Officials are tracing financial transactions, phone records, communications and benefits received by each suspect, as well as probing whether they have engaged in similar acts before.

Vehicles and locations used in the operation are under examination, Pol Lt Gen Trairong added. 

Asked if the case could fall under the "forced disappearance" law, he said authorities must first examine the facts and intents behind the actions. 
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									Supreme Leader 'says enriched uranium must stay in Iran'								

								Declaration complicates peace negotiations as US and Israel want material sent abroad
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																DUBAI - Iran's Supreme Leader has issued a directive that the country's near-weapons-grade uranium should not be sent abroad, two senior Iranian  sources said, hardening Tehran's stance on one of the main US demands at peace talks.
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei's order could further frustrate US President Donald Trump and complicate talks on ending the US-Israeli war on Iran.

Israeli officials have told Reuters that Trump has assured Israel that Iran's stockpile of highly enriched uranium, needed to make an atomic weapon, will be sent out of Iran and that any peace deal must include a clause on this.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said he will not consider the war over until enriched uranium is removed from Iran, Tehran ends its support  for proxy militias, and its ballistic missile capabilities are eliminated.

"The [?]Supreme Leader's directive, and the consensus within the establishment, is that the stockpile of enriched uranium should not leave the country," said one of the two Iranian sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter.

Iran's top officials, the sources said, believe that sending the material abroad would leave the country more vulnerable to future attacks by the United States and Israel. Khamenei has the last say on the most important state matters.

The White House and Iran's foreign ministry did not respond to requests for comment.

Deep suspicion

A shaky ceasefire is in place in the war that began with US-Israeli strikes on Iran on Feb 28, after which Iran fired at Gulf states hosting US military bases and fighting broke out between Israel and Iran-backed Hezbollah [?]in Lebanon.

But there has been no big breakthrough in peace efforts, with a US blockade of Iranian ports and Tehran's grip on the Strait of Hormuz, a vital global oil supply route, complicating negotiations mediated by Pakistan.

The two senior Iranian sources said there was deep suspicion in Iran that the pause in hostilities was a tactical deception by Washington to create a sense of security before it renews airstrikes.

Iran's top peace negotiator, Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, said on Wednesday that "obvious and hidden moves by the enemy" showed the Americans were preparing new attacks.

Trump said on Wednesday the US was ready to proceed with further attacks on  Tehran if Iran did not agree to a peace deal, but suggested Washington could wait a few days to "get the right answers".

The two sides have started to narrow some gaps, the sources said, but deeper splits remain over Tehran's nuclear programme -- including the fate of its enriched uranium stockpiles and Tehran's demand for recognition  of its right to enrichment.

Bomb ambitions denied

Iranian officials have repeatedly said Tehran's priority is to secure a permanent end to the war and credible guarantees that the US and Israel will not launch further attacks.

Only after such assurances are in place, they said, would Iran be prepared to  engage in [?]detailed negotiations over its nuclear programme. Tehran has long denied seeking a nuclear bomb.

Israel is widely believed to have an atomic arsenal but has never confirmed or denied it has nuclear weapons, maintaining a so-called policy of ambiguity on the issue for decades.

Before the war, Iran signalled [?]willingness to ship out half of its stockpile of uranium which has been enriched to 60%, a level far higher than what is needed for civilian uses.

But sources said that position changed after repeated threats from Trump to strike Iran.

Israeli officials have told Reuters it is still unclear whether Trump will decide to attack and whether he would give Israel a green light to resume operations. Tehran has vowed a crushing response if attacked.

However, the source said there [?]were "feasible formulas" to resolve the matter.

"There are solutions like diluting the stockpile under the supervision of the International Atomic Energy Agency," one of the Iranian sources said.

The  IAEA estimates that Iran had 440.9 kg of uranium enriched to 60% when Israel and the US attacked Iranian nuclear facilities in June 2025. How much of that has survived is unclear.

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi said in March that what remained of that stock was "mainly" stored in a tunnel complex in its Isfahan nuclear facility, and that his agency believed slightly more than 200 kg of it was there. The IAEA also believes some is at the sprawling nuclear complex at Natanz, where Iran had two enrichment plants.

Iran [?]says some highly enriched uranium is needed for medical purposes and for a research  reactor in Tehran which runs on relatively small amounts of uranium enriched to around 20%.


	Commentary: US must let IAEA do its job
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									Cuba outraged after US indicts Raul Castro								

								Many fear Trump setting stage for Venezuela-style operation
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																HAVANA - Cubans expressed their shock and indignation after the United States indicted former president Raul Castro on murder charges, a stunning new escalation by President Donald Trump of pressure on the communist state.
The charges against the ex-leader -- who at 94 years old remains influential in Cuban politics -- have fuelled speculation that Trump will try to topple the crisis-hit island, culminating a US pressure campaign which has imposed months of crippling oil blockades.

Authorities in Cuba and abroad slammed the indictment, the latest step-up in Trump's international interventions after the Iran war, the US toppling of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro and threats against Greenland.

The charges against Raul Castro -- younger brother of Fidel Castro, the late iconic US nemesis who led Cuba's communist revolution that culminated in 1959 -- stem from the deadly downing of two civilian planes manned by anti-Castro pilots in 1996.

Cuban authorities called on citizens to protest the "despicable" indictment, with the official newspaper Granma urging Cubans to gather outside the US embassy in Havana on Friday morning.

"This isn't really an accusation, something from more than 30 years ago, but rather a public attack on a public figure," Fabian Fernandez, a 30-year-old accountant, told AFP in Havana.

"It's a matter of politics and public image," he added.

In addition to murder, Castro has been charged with conspiracy to kill Americans and destruction of aircraft.

The Cuban government said in a statement that the 1996 shootdown was "legitimate self-defence" against an airspace violation.

"We expect that he will show up here by his own will or by another way and go to prison," acting Attorney General Todd Blanche told a news conference in Miami attended by Cuban-Americans who cheered the announcement. (Story continues below)

[image: People walk past a mural depicting the late Fidel Castro, brother and former president Raul Castro, and current President Miguel Diaz Canel, in Havana, on May 20, 2026 (Photo: AFP)]
People walk past a mural depicting the late Fidel Castro, brother and former president Raul Castro, and current President Miguel Diaz Canel, in Havana, on May 20, 2026 (Photo: AFP)



'It's criminal'

Pedro Leal, a 65-year-old retiree, accused Washington of hurting ordinary Cubans.

"What the US government is doing here now, aside from the energy blockade preventing us from bringing in fuel, honestly, it's criminal," he said.

A four-month US oil blockade, part of a campaign to undermine Cuba's communist leadership, has brought the island's already battered economy to the brink of collapse.

Cubans have suffered power outages of up to 20 hours a day and taps running dry.

Runaway inflation has caused the price of basic goods to soar and mountains of trash have piled up on the streets of Havana.

Iris Herrera, a 58-year-old self-employed woman, said she worried about a US military intervention in Cuba.

"I do not agree with a war by the United States here in Cuba," she told AFP.

"It's inhumane, because there will be deaths, There will be many deaths."

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel wrote on X that the charges carry no legal basis and "add to the file they are fabricating to justify the folly of a military aggression against Cuba."

China led international reaction to the charge, saying it "firmly supports" Cuba and urging the United States to deescalate tensions with the country.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun told a press briefing Thursday that Washington "should stop brandishing the sanctions stick and the judicial stick against Cuba and stop threatening force at every turn."

Beijing's comments came after the USS Nimitz aircraft carrier and its escort warships entered the Caribbean Sea, the military's Southern Command said on Wednesday.

"Welcome to the Caribbean, Nimitz Carrier Strike Group!" the Southern Command posted on X, alongside a video flaunting the ship's capabilities.

Trump has hailed the indictment as a "very big moment" but played down prospects of moving on Cuba.

"There won't be escalation. I don't think there needs to be. Look, the place is falling apart. It's a mess, and they sort of lost control," he told reporters on Wednesday.

Analysts were quick to draw comparisons with Venezuela, where the US government seized on a domestic indictment to justify military action in January that toppled and seized president Maduro, a staunch ally of Cuba.

"The idea is to say, we can do to you what we did to Nicolas Maduro," Christopher Sabatini, senior fellow for Latin America at Chatham House told AFP.

"The military would certainly defend Cuba" in the event of US military intervention, Sabatini said.

"Whether the people would or not, it's difficult to say," he added.
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									State Railway steps up drug testing after Bangkok crash								

								Two more staff suspended after positive tests, last crash victim awaiting identification
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																The State Railway of Thailand says it has suspended two more employees from safety-related duties after they tested positive for drugs, as part of a stepped-up screening programme following the fatal train-bus collision in Bangkok on Saturday.
The SRT said on Thursday that the screenings form part of enhanced safety measures introduced after the accident, which took the lives of eight people. The driver of the train tested positive for drug use.

Drug tests conducted on May 19 among 157 employees found no traces of narcotics, the agency said. However, tests carried out on May 20 on 141 employees identified two workers with positive results.

Both were ordered to stop performing safety-related duties immediately and referred for confirmatory medical examinations.

The SRT said disciplinary procedures would be carried out, while the employees would also enter screening and rehabilitation programmes in accordance with public health guidelines.

Acting governor Anan Phonimdaeng said the SRT would continue proactive drug testing nationwide among staff involved in train operations and would show no leniency in cases affecting public safety.

The recent train-bus crash prompted the SRT to review safety measures, particularly the prevention and resolution of drug-related problems within the organisation, said Mr Anan.

Identification pending

Meanwhile, police forensic officials on Thursday were still trying to identify the final victim from the train-bus collision.

Authorities have so far identified seven victims from the crash involving a train and a Route 206 bus at the Asok-Din Daeng crossing, said Pol Maj Gen Wirun Supasinghsiripreecha, commander of the Institute of Forensic Medicine at Police General Hospital. 

Five bodies were handed over to relatives on Wednesday.

Among them was a 33-year-old woman from Chiang Mai, identified through DNA testing as Supaporn Jongjit. Her father had travelled from the northern province to provide a DNA sample. Her family was bringing her remains home on Thursday for funeral rites.

Another victim, a Myanmar national, has yet to be repatriated because of pending embassy documentation. Officials expect the process to be completed soon.

Pol Maj Gen Wirun said the final unidentified victim was male, but authorities had not yet been able to confirm his identity or nationality.

Although colleagues have come forward with information, no direct blood relatives have been located, preventing DNA comparison.

Investigators from the Makkasan police station were continuing efforts to trace relatives and obtain samples for identification, said Pol Maj Gen Wirun.

Forensic officials have also successfully matched four additional body parts recovered from the scene. The remains belonged collectively to all eight victims and were mostly severed hands and feet.

The tragedy occurred on a level crossing on Asok-Din Daeng Road in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok around mid-afternoon on Saturday, May 16.

The freight train hit a passenger bus that had stopped on the level crossing because the road was heavily congested. The safety barriers were not engaged.

Eight people were killed and dozens of others injured. The bus burst into flames. Four cars and 15 motorcycles were also damaged.
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									Euro zone growth forecast cut because of war impact								
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																BRUSSELS - The euro zone economy will expand less than expected this year, the European Commission said on Thursday, as the Middle East war and subsequent energy shock take their toll.
The European Commission said the single currency area's economy is expected to grow 0.9% in 2026, down from a previous prediction of 1.2%.

The EU also sharply raised its prediction for inflation in the 21-nation eurozone this year to 3.0%, up from 1.9% in the last forecast and well above the European Central Bank's target of two percent.

EU economy chief Valdis Dombrovskis pointed to the conflict in the Middle East, which "triggered a major energy shock, further testing Europe as it navigates an already volatile geopolitical and trade environment".

Households and businesses will have to pay more for energy because of the spike in fuel prices, the EU said, pushing the bloc's economic output down.

Energy prices surged after Tehran retaliated to US-Israeli strikes with attacks on neighbouring countries and effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the world's oil supply transited before the war.

Since the European Union is a net energy importer, the 27-nation bloc is extremely vulnerable to any fluctuations in energy prices.

Many EU states including Poland and Spain have sought to contain energy costs with tax reductions, caps on fuel prices and other measures, but Brussels has urged countries to take temporary and targeted steps.

The EU is facing its second energy shock after a first crisis following Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, which led to double-digit highs in inflation.

Dombrovskis said the EU had to learn from the shocks by "further reducing its reliance on imported fossil fuels".

'Stagflationary shock'

The forecasts come after the EU warned the war was causing a "stagflationary shock" in Europe, when slower growth coincides with higher inflation.

The commission predicted growth in 2026 will be 1.1% for the European Union as a whole, another downward revision to the previous forecast of 1.4%.

But with uncertainty over how long the Middle East conflict will last, Brussels warned that Europe could face a worse scenario if energy prices keep rising until the end of the year.

"Under this scenario, inflation would not ease and economic activity would fail to rebound in 2027," the commission said.

Thursday's announcement reflects a marked change from how the EU thought the European economy would fare, with expectations that it would expand -- albeit at a moderate pace -- and that inflation would remain in line with the ECB's two-percent target.

There had also been high hopes in November that Germany, the EU's largest economy, would rebound this year and grow by 1.2% overall, but that was sharply cut to 0.6% Thursday.

The EU executive expects 2027 will be a better year, though it still cut its forecast for economic growth in the eurozone to 1.2%, after predicting in November it would reach 1.4%.

For the EU as a whole, Brussels trimmed its 2027 growth forecast to 1.4% from 1.5%.

"The situation is set to improve slightly in 2027 if tensions on energy markets ease," the commission said.

Brussels expects energy prices to fall gradually and eurozone inflation to reach 2.3% in 2027, up from the previous prediction of 2.0%.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3258704/euro-zone-growth-forecast-cut-because-of-war-impact



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Gaza flotilla activists await deportation from Israel								

								Outcry grows after video of Israeli minister taunting detainees emerges
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																JERUSALEM - Hundreds of activists seized by Israel from a Gaza-bound flotilla were awaiting deportation on Thursday, as global outrage grows over their treatment in custody.
More than 430 activists from countries around the world were in custody in Israel after they were detained at sea while making the latest in a string of attempts to break the blockade of the Palestinian territory.

Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir sparked condemnation on Wednesday by posting a video showing the detained activists with their hands tied and foreheads on the ground.

Captioned "Welcome to Israel", the video showed Ben Gvir heckling and waving an Israeli flag among the detained activists.

On Thursday, the legal centre representing the activists said the flotilla members were "en route for deportation" from Ramon Airport in Israel's far south.

"The majority of the participants are being transferred to Ramon Airport to be flown out of the country," Adalah said in a statement, adding that the activists had been held at Israel's Ktziot prison, in the Negev Desert near Gaza.

Around 50 vessels under the Global Sumud Flotilla set sail from Turkey last week in the latest attempt by activists to breach Israel's blockade of Gaza, after Israeli forces intercepted a previous convoy last month.

'They kicked us'

Adalah said one of the flotilla participants who holds Israeli citizenship had a court hearing Thursday, and faced "absurd" charges.

"Israeli authorities are holding her under unfounded and contradictory accusations of 'illegal entry into Israel', 'unlawful stay', and for an attempt to break the blockade on Gaza," Adalah said.

Adalah's legal director Suhad Bishara told AFP Wednesday that the group's lawyers had been able to give legal counsel to "many" of the hundreds of activists, though she added that others had faced court hearings without legal assistance.

"We know of at least two participants who were hospitalised ... both of them were shot by rubber bullets," Bishara said, adding that others said they feared they had broken ribs.

Alessandro Mantovani, an Italian journalist detained with the flotilla activists and deported before the others, told reporters upon landing in Rome's Fiumicino airport Thursday that he and others had been "taken to Ben Gurion airport in handcuffs and with chains on our feet and put on a flight to Athens".

"They beat us up. They kicked us and punched us and shouted 'Welcome to Israel'," he said of his treatment by Israeli security forces.

Dario Carotenuto, an Italian MP who was also detained and deported said: "It was really tough... They called us by number... with rifles pointed at us... I think those were the longest seconds in my life."

The video posted by Ben Gvir sparked resounding condemnation by governments around the world, from Italy to Spain and Australia to Canada.

He was also criticised at home by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Foreign Minister Gideon Saar, as well as by US ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee, who denounced what he called "despicable actions".

Francesca Albanese, an outspoken UN expert on the Palestinian territories, called on Italy, where she is from, to take action.

"Words do not suffice: let Italy stop opposing the suspension" of the EU-Israel Association Agreement, she wrote on X. (Story continues below)

[image: Israeli activist Zohar Chamberlain Regev is among dozens of people detained since the interception of the flotilla ]
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Fragile truce

Israel controls all entry points into Gaza, under blockade since 2007.

Since the Israel-Hamas war began with the Palestinian militant group's attack on October 7, 2023, the vast majority of Gaza's population has become aid-dependent and forcibly displaced at least one.

While a fragile ceasefire took hold in the territory last year, Gaza still suffers severe shortages of food, medicine and other essential supplies, with Israel at times halting aid deliveries entirely.

A previous flotilla attempt was intercepted last month in international waters off Greece, with most activists expelled to Europe.

Two were brought to Israel, detained for several days and then deported.
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									Cambodia raids buildings linked to accused scam kingpin Chen Zhi								

								104 people, including 82 Chinese nationals, detained in Phnom Penh raids as governments around world crack down on scam business
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																SHENZHEN -- Cambodian authorities have raided two buildings in Phnom Penh's Prince Plaza Centre, which is linked to extradited Chinese billionaire Chen Zhi, and detained 104 individuals, including 82 Chinese nationals, local media reported.
Te move comes as governments around the world have intensified their crackdown on an alleged multibillion-dollar online scam empire since Chen's arrest.

The raid, a joint operation by Phnom Penh police, the country's Commission for Combating Technology-Based Scams (CCTC), local government and representatives from the prosecutor's office, took place on Saturday, the Phnom Penh Post said.

The detained individuals were of six nationalities and are accused of running online scam operations or illegal residency.

The police also confiscated 800 mobile phones, more than 100 computers and other materials, the report said.

"Based on preliminary forensics, the suspects utilised the locations to carry out technology-based fraud by luring people both inside and outside the country into fake investment schemes," the CCTC was quoted as saying.

US law firm Boies Schiller Flexner LLP, which the Prince Group previously listed on its website as the group's legal representative, did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

Chen, the founder of Prince Holding Group, was arrested with two associates and transferred to China in January at the request of Chinese authorities after months of law enforcement cooperation from both countries.

China's Ministry of Public Security said at the time that Chen was accused of various crimes, including opening a casino, fraud, illegal operations and concealing criminal proceeds. The case is being processed, and Chinese authorities have not made public announcements about any progress since.

Last month, Li Xiong, a core member of Chen's criminal syndicate, was also extradited back to China, Xinhua said, adding that he previously served as chairman of Huione Group, a subsidiary of the Prince Group.

[image: Chen Zhi, the founder of Prince Holding Group. (Photo supplied)]
Chen Zhi, the founder of Prince Holding Group. (Photo supplied)He is suspected of multiple crimes, including operating casinos, fraud, illegal business operations and concealing the proceeds of crime. Xinhua said Li Xiong was under watch, and the case was being investigated.



Chen's conglomerate spans more than 30 countries and includes a range of interests, from real estate to financial services. In recent months, governments in multiple regions have acted to seize or freeze his assets.

Most recently, a Hong Kong court last week ordered the freezing of properties and assets worth more than HK$9 billion (US$1.15 billion) held by Chen and companies and individuals tied to him, including a commercial building in Tsim Sha Tsui valued at HK$3 billion and a luxury mansion on The Peak worth HK$1 billion.

Chen has also been sanctioned by Britain and the United States. In October, the US Department of the Treasury designated the Prince Group network as a "transnational criminal organisation".

China has been pushing for more cooperation with Southeast Asian countries to crack down on telecoms fraud. In November, Chinese police said more than 5,500 suspects were repatriated to China after a coordinated crackdown on criminal activities in the Myawaddy region of Myanmar by China, Myanmar and Thailand.

[image: A drone view of a compound, where South Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Kim Jina visited after meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet to discuss issues regarding job scams that resulted in the death of a South Korean university student, in Takeo province, Cambodia, on Oct 16, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
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									Thai consumer watchdog to sue Volvo over battery fires								

								Most customers reportedly want full refunds instead of battery replacements
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																Thailand's [?]consumer [?]watchdog will file a civil  suit against the local unit of Volvo Cars over battery-related fires  in its EX30 model, an official said after a meeting between customers and the carmaker failed to reach an agreement.
"The Office of the Consumer Protection Board reached a resolution to file a suit for  damages, including [?]refunds," Pradoemchai Bunchualuai, who chaired Thursday's meeting, told Reuters by phone.

Mr Pradoemchai, who is an adviser to the prime minister's office, said the OCPB would press the civil suits on a case-by-case basis.

The decision to take court action follows two EX30 fires in the country this month, and adds [?]to pressure on the Swedish carmaker as it tries to manage a global recall of its electric SUV.

Volvo Cars' Thailand unit did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the suit. There are about 1,600  EX30s in Thailand.

A Volvo Cars spokesperson had previously said that the incidents remain rare, with fires reported in 0.1%  of affected vehicles. Volvo Cars has issued notices to customers to not charge their battery beyond 70% as an interim  measure.

Mr Pradoemchai [?]said Volvo Cars had proposed battery replacements and the use of temporary vehicles for 90% of those affected [?]and partial replacements for the rest, but that was not accepted by customers.

"Most consumers want a full refund and not battery replacements," EX30-owner Tanchanok Nowsuwan, who attended [?]the meeting, told reporters.

Reuters reported in February that Volvo  would recall more than 40,000 EX30s and replace battery modules due to a defect that could cause packs to overheat and potentially catch fire.

The Volvo Cars spokesperson said the [?]global recall has since been reduced to  37,802 cars from 40,323.
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									Esports in Thai schools to help build 'digital human capital'								

								Digital and analytical skills can help prepare young people for global creative industry
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																The Thai government is pushing to integrate esports into schools nationwide, changing the perception from mere entertainment into a tool for preparing "digital human capital" for the global creative industry.
The move by the Ministry of Education is considered an important step in developing Thai young people to support the new economy, deputy government spokeswoman Patdarasm Thongsaluaykorn said on Thursday.

The policy is also intended to open a new perspective on Thai education by concretely linking digital skills, creativity and the future economy together.

In the initial phase, esports will first be introduced through "To Be Number One" clubs in schools across the country.

The initiative will create a space for young people to develop four main areas of skills: technology skills, analytical thinking, teamwork and self-management.

As well, students will also be selected to represent their schools in competitions at the school, national and international levels.

The full learning curriculum will be expanded accordingly, Ms Patdarasm said.

"The government does not view esports solely as entertainment, but as a creative industry with enormous economic value that can generate income and careers for the youth," she said.

The government also aims to change how Thai children learn -- from memorisation-based exercises to learning focused on thinking, analysis and using technology as a tool to enhance potential.

"Every Thai child has potential, and (the government believes) that with the right platforms, opportunities and tools, they are ready to compete on the global stage," Ms Patdarasm added.
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									Tourists in Thailand plan for cuts to visa-free stays

									Backpackers say 60-day visa-free scheme gives them freedom and flexibility
								

									The backpackers on Khao San Road, the Bangkok thoroughfare beloved by budget travellers, are waking up this week with an extra headache: the government is preparing to shorten the length of visa-free stays.
									Near the Tha Tian pier, where tourists catch ferries to the landmark Wat Arun, Irishman Alex Brady said the forthcoming 30-day limit would have affected his plans a lot -- because he and his friends "initially came here with no plan at all".

Brady and his travel companions were visiting for about five weeks, and the flexibility of the current 60-day visa-free scheme allowed them to see more of Thailand at their leisure, the 24-year-old said.

The new limits -- announced on Tuesday for tourists from more than 90 countries in a bid to curb crime -- would "really restrict you in what you can see", said Brady.

After Bangkok, he and his group planned to get a bus and ferry to the diving hotspot of Koh Tao for about a week before travelling north to the mountains of Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai.

"If you're paying for an expensive flight ticket out here, you want to spend a good amount of time out here," said Brady, a digital engineer.

Tourism accounts for more than 10% of Thailand's GDP, but foreign arrivals are yet to return to their pre-pandemic highs.

The 60-day visa-free stay was introduced two years ago to encourage more visitors and for them to stay longer.

But a recent series of high-profile arrests of foreigners, including cases linked to drug offences, sex in public and foreigners operating businesses such as hotels and schools without proper permits, has sparked public backlash.

Now officials say they will limit how long visitors can stay on a country-by-country basis to try to prevent foreigners committing crimes.

Extended stays

Exactly how the new policy's reduced timing will prevent visa overstayers, public indecency and illegal businesses has not been disclosed, nor when the fresh rules will go into effect.

Tourists will still be able to renew 30-day visas once for an additional 30 days -- at the discretion of an immigration officer -- before needing to leave the country, officials said.

Visitors can make one "visa run" a year and stay for up to another 60 days, but would then need to leave again and could only return on a different visa status, such as a work, education or retirement visa.

Another traveller, Elin Ovrebo, director of a US university study abroad programme, said she has brought students to Thailand for 28-day trips almost every year for more than a decade -- and she likes to stay a week longer herself.

While the policy change may mean she would not do that in the future, "it won't stop me from coming", she said.

Visa runs

Sitting on a stool outside a Bangkok shopping mall, Anna Heindrich waited for a minibus for a lightning round trip to Laos to re-enter Thailand on a new stay.

At 80, the German does not fit the typical customer profile for services provided by the Bangkok Buddy agency, which charges 5,500 baht per client -- mostly younger backpackers.

But Heindrich has been in Thailand for three months and wants to stay two weeks longer.

"I spoke with the agency and it sounded easy on paper. Not necessarily very comfortable, but easy," she told AFP before setting off on a nearly 16-hour round trip.

Bangkok Buddy manager Tanya Chansuwan said the new visa rules could help her business, but may also complicate travel plans for tourists.

"It will be tougher for the clients, and some might choose to go somewhere else," she said.

"Vietnam, because it's cheaper."


	Related: 'Tourist tax' could be more than B300
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									Charter change efforts falter								

								BJT unlikely to back a full-blown rewrite
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																Nearly three months after a majority of voters endorsed the idea of a new constitution, the political establishment remains divided over how -- or whether -- genuine constitutional reform should proceed.
The delays have reignited long-standing criticism that the constitutional amendment process is designed to prevent substantive change, particularly when reforms could alter the balance of power among parties, the Senate, courts and the traditional ruling establishment.

The referendum held on Feb 8 delivered a strong symbolic mandate. More than 21.6 million voters, or 58.6% of eligible voters, approved the proposal to draft a new constitution. Yet analysts say the referendum was never the endpoint. Thailand's 2017 constitution remains in full force until an entirely new charter is completed, approved by parliament, and endorsed through another referendum.

Since the vote, however, progress has been delayed through the formation of new study committees, procedural disputes in parliament and disagreements over the role of the Senate. Critics, including the opposition People's Party (PP), argue these tactics amount to "kicking the can down the road" rather than honouring the public mandate for reform.

The controversy escalated after cabinet resolutions on May 5 and May 12 approved only 34 pending draft bills for reconsideration under Section 147 of the constitution, following the dissolution of parliament on Dec 12 last year. A total of 116 bills had remained pending from the previous legislature, including legislation proposed by the cabinet, MPs and citizens' groups.

Notably absent from the list was the constitutional amendment bill seeking to revise Section 256 and create a new Chapter 15/1 to establish a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA). That bill had already passed its first reading in parliament before the dissolution.

The omission immediately raised questions about the seriousness of the government led by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul regarding constitutional reform.

For many observers, the govern- ment's decision could effectively reset the amendment process back to square one.

No strings attached

Nikorn Chamnong, a party-list MP from the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), defended the government's position, arguing the referendum only endorsed the principle of having a new constitution and did not require parliament to continue using the old draft amendment bill. Mr Nikorn said the previous draft contained too many unresolved conflicts, particularly over Senate powers and the structure of the Constitution Drafting Assembly.

He said BJT would instead submit its own amendment draft during the current parliamentary session, insisting the party with 192 MP seats under its belt now had enough parliamentary support to proceed independently (the party in fact submitted a bill yesterday, but Mr Nikorn was speaking before that occurred).

"The referendum did not say we must use the previous draft," he said. "That draft belonged to another political context and had many problems."

Mr Nikorn said earlier reform efforts collapsed largely because of disagreements over the Senate's voting powers. Under the current rules, constitutional amendments require support from one-third of senators, effectively giving the upper chamber veto power over reform.

He admitted many senators were unwilling to surrender their authority. "The heart of the previous breakdown was the Senate issue," he said. "If reform is to succeed, we must draft a proposal ourselves."

BJT's proposal would seek a compromise formula rather than abolishing Senate participation in the charter rewrite altogether. Mr Nikorn suggested reducing the Senate threshold while maintaining some upper-house role in constitutional amendments.

He also insisted that any new drafting process must avoid direct conflict with prior Constitutional Court rulings. One critical proposal under discussion is an indirectly elected CDA chosen through provincial mechanisms rather than direct nationwide elections.

Mr Nikorn said BJT prefers a model inspired partly by the 1997 so-called People's Constitution, widely regarded as Thailand's most democratic charter. At the same time, he stressed that Chapters 1 and 2 of the constitution -- concerning the state and the monarchy -- would remain untouched.

Mr Nikorn estimated that revising Section 256 alone could take six to seven months, after which another referendum would be required.

Establishing a drafting assembly would then take at least another year, followed by the actual drafting process and a final referendum.

[image: Pattana: Govt move is 'regrettable']
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Regrettable setback

Constitutional law scholar Pattana Rueanjaidee, a lecturer at the Faculty of Law at Ramkhamhaeng University, criticised the government for abandoning the previous draft amendment bill instead of using it as a starting point.

"It is regrettable," Mr Pattana said. "The draft had already been substantially completed. The unresolved issue was mainly about Senate voting powers."

Restarting the process means discarding months of negotiations and consensus-building among parties. He argued the government's actions contradicted earlier public statements promising swift progress after the referendum result.

"The prime minister himself said that when 21 million people support a new constitution, the process should move quickly," he said. "But after May 12, the old draft disappeared completely, and everything must begin again.

"The referendum does not force the government to act within any timeframe," he said. "That means the government can simply drag things out."

He suggested reviving the previous draft amendment framework rather than reopening every debate from scratch. In his view, the amendment process is only the beginning of a much longer journey. Public hearings, drafting negotiations and further referendums would still follow.

Still, Mr Pattana acknowledged political realities surrounding Senate powers. He argued that opposition parties, especially the PP, may need to make a compromise because "You cannot realistically ask senators to vote for removing their own power," he said.

The government's sincerity will also be tested. "The government should not pretend to move forward while quietly stretching the timeline."

Structural resistance

Political scientist Olarn Thinbangtieo, deputy dean of the Faculty of Political Science and Law at Burapha University, offered an even more sceptical assessment.

The debate, he said, speaks not only about government hesitation but also deeper structural resistance from traditional power networks. "Bhumjaithai has always been more comfortable with piecemeal amendments rather than a complete rewrite," he said.

Mr Olarn said the referendum result created public expectations for sweeping reform, especially after the state spent billions of baht organising the vote.

However, he believed influential conservative networks continue to benefit from the current constitution and so have little incentive to support systemic change.

"The constitution has already proven capable of protecting elite interests ... by enabling the system to eliminate political opponents through constitutional mechanisms. There is almost no possibility that rules benefiting these groups will be seriously touched," he said.

[image: Olarn: Elites don't want change]
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									Industry confidence dips amid energy price fears								
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																The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) continued to fall in April to 85.3 points, down from 88.6 in March, attributed to the impact of the prolonged US-Israeli war with Iran.
Pimjai Leeissaranukul, chairwoman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), said the dip was due to concerns over spikes in oil and raw material prices caused by the Middle East conflict, as well as worries about the government's slow budget disbursement.

Crude oil prices rose to US$120 per barrel in April, causing diesel prices to surge to 45.32 baht per litre, representing a 33.2% month-on-month increase.

Raw material costs across several industries continued to rise, particularly for plastic resins, packaging and construction materials, driven by higher energy prices, transport expenses and logistics costs, negatively affecting the profitability of business operators.

Mrs Pimjai said freight rates on major trade routes also increased, especially on the US West Coast route, which rose by 5.7% month-on-month.

Additional surcharges and higher cargo insurance premiums resulting from the conflict in the Middle East have increased logistics and export costs for businesses.

Moreover, disbursement of the government's investment budget remained delayed, with the disbursement rate at 38.3% as of April 24, below the target of 45%, resulting in slower circulation of funds within the economy.

Industrial production also slowed due to the extended Songkran holiday period, which reduced the number of working days.

However, there were positive developments in April, as the Songkran festival boosted domestic consumption and foreign tourist arrivals, generating an estimated 30.5 billion baht in revenue during April 11-15, up 6% year-on-year, she said.

Private sector investment showed signs of expansion, as reflected by investment promotion applications submitted to the Board of Investment in the first quarter this year, which totalled 1.02 trillion baht, a 2.4-fold increase year-on-year, particularly in the electronics, energy, agriculture and food industries.

The April TISI was based on a survey of 1,354 entrepreneurs across 48 industries under the FTI.

Businesses expressed heightened concerns regarding energy prices (84.6%), the global economy (80.6%) and the domestic economy (74.2%).
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																The opposition People's Party (PP) announced plans to resubmit six bills to parliament after the cabinet declined to reaffirm them following the dissolution of the previous House.
The proposed legislation covers pollutant reporting, factory regulation, an amnesty for forest reclamation cases linked to the now-defunct National Council for Peace and Order, labour protection, military court reform and amending the constitution.

PP list-MP and chief opposition whip Parit Wacharasindhu said on Wednesday that some bills would be resubmitted in their original form, while others would include minor revisions.

He said the party's constitutional amendment bill would adhere to three principles: ensuring public participation in drafting a new charter, preventing domination by any political group, and rejecting additional Senate powers over charter approval.

The party's proposal differs from that of the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), particularly over Senate approval of the amendment bill and public participation mechanisms, he said.

Rayong MP Kamonthas Kittisunthornkul said the pollutant reporting bill seeks to establish a database on pollution and chemical releases to support environmental risk assessments and improve public access to information.

She said the bill is essential because the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) recommends member states adopt the Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTR) system to ensure transparent environmental management. Thailand has set a target of becoming a member by 2028.

List-MP Sia Jampathong said the party's labour protection bill, which previously passed its first reading, proposes shorter working hours, leave for caring for sick relatives and menstrual leave, among others.

He expressed disappointment that the cabinet had failed to resubmit the proposal and vowed to press ahead with efforts to improve people's quality of life.

Bangkok MP Ekarat Udomamnuay said the military court reform bill would allow affected people to file cases independently and transfer misconduct cases involving military personnel to the Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases.

List-MP Laofang Bundidterdsakul said the amnesty bill would restore justice to those who were unfairly prosecuted for encroachment while the NCPO was in power. He said people who would be eligible are those who were prosecuted between June 30, 1998 and Feb 20, 2023, specifically individuals who occupied land prior to the declaration of forest zones or those already protected under government policy.
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									PM orders full disclosure of public information								

								Secrecy helps conceal graft and erodes public trust, says Anutin
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has ordered all state agencies to fully disclose public information and eliminate unnecessary secrecy as part of a nationwide anti-corruption campaign launched in cooperation with the private sector.

Speaking at Government House on Wednesday after chairing the first integrated public-private meeting on corruption prevention and suppression, Mr Anutin said transparency and accountability were essential to restoring public trust and strengthening Thailand's international credibility.

The meeting brought together senior ministers, anti-corruption campaigners, the Thai Chamber of Commerce, the Federation of Thai Industries and the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB), alongside delegates from 35 state agencies.

Mr Anutin said the government had convened the meeting after receiving feedback from the private sector regarding concerns over transparency and corruption in public administration.

He instructed all ministries and departments to review their operations to ensure transparency, legal compliance and full auditability. Agencies were also directed to adopt modern technology and innovation to minimise corruption risks and improve access to information for the public.

"I used to be on the side requesting information," Mr Anutin said. "Whenever data was requested, there were always exceptions -- some information could not be disclosed, while some was released only partially.

"I have instructed officials to disclose everything. If legal barriers exist, then the laws should be amended. We can't solve corruption if agencies continue choosing what they want the public to see and hiding the rest."

Any evidence of corruption involving civil servants, ministers or even a prime minister must be submitted to investigative agencies, including the National Anti-Corruption Commission, the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission and anti-money laundering authorities, he said.

"A thief always leaves traces," he said, saying corruption cases could ultimately be proven through documentary evidence and systematic investigation.

Simultaneously, Mr Anutin criticised the methodology behind Thailand's Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), arguing the ranking relied too heavily on public sentiment and perception rather than verified legal findings.

Business leaders welcomed the government's response. Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, praised the administration for acting quickly after concerns were raised in private sector surveys. He said the intention was not to target individuals but to identify structural problems and encourage reform.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment permanent secretary Raweewan Phuridej said every department under the ministry had been ordered to identify operations vulnerable to corruption, particularly in procurement and licensing systems.

In a separate development, the Department of Provincial Administration ordered the temporary transfer of five Phuket officials following complaints from nightspots along Patong Beach alleging extortion and bribery demands. The transfers were intended to prevent interference during the investigation.




	Editorial: Corruption exposures come as a shock


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3258249/pm-orders-full-disclosure-of-public-information



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									B20 expansion targets energy security boost								

								Subsidy framework faces legal limits
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																Thailand is accelerating efforts to reduce reliance on imported oil by expanding sales of biodiesel B20, aiming to make the fuel available at 1,000 filling stations within a month.
B20, a blend of diesel and 20% methyl ester derived from palm oil, is currently sold at 600 stations nationwide.

Authorities first introduced the fuel on a pilot scale in March but have now shifted to long-term commercial sales, offering it at a retail price of seven baht per litre lower than diesel B7, subsidised by the state Oil Fuel Fund.

Sarawut Keawtathip, director-general of the Department of Energy Business, said 17 car assemblers and manufacturers from Japan, South Korea, China, Europe and the US have certified that B20 does not affect engine performance in many car models.

Thailand previously promoted B20 in 2022 following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which sent oil prices soaring. Authorities used a surplus of palm oil to produce the fuel, but B20 disappeared from the market once global crude prices stabilised.

Mr Sarawut said the government is preparing strategic petroleum reserves to ensure continued B20 sales, even after geopolitical tensions ease.

However, an Energy Ministry official noted that subsidies face legal hurdles, as the 2019 Oil Fuel Fund Act stipulates that biofuel subsidies are scheduled to end on Sept 24 this year.

Officials argue that B20 must remain a long-term solution to address three challenges: volatile energy prices driven by global conflicts, worsening PM2.5 dust pollution, and Thailand's commitment to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 under the UN Development Programme.

Industry leaders have voiced support, as Yupin Boonsirichan, chairwoman of the Thai Automotive Industry Association, said the sector welcomes alternative energy derived from domestic production to strengthen energy security.

Suchat Ramarch, president of PTT Oil and Retail Business, said the company is already selling B20 at 246 stations and expects to expand to 800 by year-end.

If B20 gains popularity, demand for methyl ester could more than double to nearly 7 million litres per day, potentially saving Thailand 72 billion baht annually in oil import costs.

Adisak Choosuk, deputy director-general of the Department of Alternative Energy Development and Efficiency, said crude palm oil output this year is projected at 3.94 million tonnes, with allocations for consumption, methyl ester production and exports.
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									Unnecessary laws to get the chop								

								Review of 7,000 economic laws and regulations aims to create more business-friendly climate
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																The Thai government is preparing to reform more than 7,000 economic laws, initially focusing on 10 to 20 key statutes in an effort to reduce obstacles to doing business in the country.
The goal is to improve government efficiency, reduce costs caused by redundant procedures and create a more investment-friendly economic environment, government spokeswoman Rachada Dhnadirek said on Wednesday.

Pakorn Nilprapunt, deputy prime minister for legal affairs, is overseeing the effort.

Ms Rachada said the government under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul wants to shift the role of the state from a regulator to a facilitator, allowing businesses to operate more smoothly, with an initial focus on problems arising from subordinate legislation.

When Mr Anutin first took office after the dismissal of Paetongtarn Shinawatra last September, he said a "regulatory guillotine" campaign could cut corporate costs by 134 billion baht annually, lifting GDP growth by 0.9% per year.

Although many primary laws contain appropriate principles, the large number of ministerial regulations, rules and announcements that have accumulated in practice have become burdens and added costs for entrepreneurs, Ms Rachada noted.

The government wants to accelerate the review of more than 7,000 subordinate laws and regulations to determine which should be retained, revised or repealed. Where regulation remains necessary, digital systems will be introduced to reduce procedures, increase transparency and minimise unnecessary discretionary authority.

Mr Pakorn discussed his mission recently with the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking and representatives from several business organisations. He asked participants to prioritise 10-20 subordinate laws that need urgent attention and propose amendments by next month.

The government expects to implement the proposals and establish working groups to monitor amendments on a case-by-case basis, ensuring practical outcomes and clear timelines.

Ms Rachada said the government is also pushing forward the concept of a "super licence" -- a single licence that covers multiple activities and reduces the burden of applying for multiple permits.

In addition, the government plans to shift from a system requiring prior approval before starting operations to a post-audit system for eligible businesses, allowing operations to better keep pace with today's economy.

One licensing reform that has already shown tangible results is the Board of Investment Fast Pass, which accelerated investment approvals and contributed significantly to an 18% increase in investment during the first quarter of this year, Ms Rachada said.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3258229/unnecessary-laws-to-get-the-chop



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Crashed train technician tests negative for drugs								

								Investigators re-enact train journey to assess conditions that might have led to tragedy
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																No drugs were found in the system of a technician of a freight train involved in Saturday's fatal collision with a public bus in Bangkok, police said on Wednesday.
Toxicology results from Police General Hospital for the technician, identified only as Siriphum, were negative, said Pol Col Kamphon Rattanaprateep, deputy commander of Metropolitan Police Division 1.

Investigators have questioned Mr Siriphum and are continuing to question injured parties and additional witnesses, including motorcycle taxi riders who were near the scene.

As well, testimony has been taken from officers with the prevention and suppression unit at Makkasan police station, who located and detained the train driver on the day of the train-bus collision that killed eight people and injured dozens of others.

Authorities are also examining whether any parties may have violated traffic laws in connection with the accident, said Pol Col Kamphon.

The investigation team is scheduled to question the masters of the Makkasan and Khlong Tan stations on Thursday to examine whether operational procedures were properly followed by the train driver and railway crossing gate supervisor at the time of the incident.

Journey re-enacted

On Wednesday afternoon, police and officials from the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) boarded a train and entered the driver's cabin to recreate the incident and assess visibility along the route. The simulation covered a stretch of about 9.2 kilometres from Hua Mak to Asok station.

The investigators were divided into two teams. One team observed from aboard the train, while the second monitored operations at railway crossing barriers. The train used was a regular passenger service, with the SRT confirming that operational procedures for passenger and freight trains were identical.

Investigators focused on two main issues during the simulation.

The first involved examining visibility distances for railway signalling systems, including flags and light signals, and the visibility of vehicles obstructing the tracks, in order to determine how far in advance a train driver could detect hazards.

The second issue concerned braking distance, specifically how much distance a train driver requires to slow down and stop before reaching a station or railway crossing.

Investigators also observed how crossing gate operators performed their duties, including at what distance warning signals were given to train drivers. The team additionally monitored train speeds throughout the journey, from acceleration and deceleration to the final braking process.

Police said all findings gathered from the field operation would be carefully reviewed and compared against statements provided by the crossing gate supervisor, the train driver, the technician and railway staff involved in the deadly level crossing collision.

The information will also be measured against SRT operational regulations for both train operators and crossing gate personnel.

In-depth investigation

Investigators are examining operational behaviour in detail, including train speeds, radio communication procedures, the distance at which crossing barriers are lowered, and the use of both light and flag signals by gate operators, in an effort to determine the exact cause of the accident.

On Monday, police filed charges of recklessness causing death, severe injury and physical danger against two state railway workers and a passenger bus driver.

Sayomporn Suankul, the 46-year-old driver of the Laem Chabang-Bang Sue freight train, failed to stop even though a level crossing worker raised a red flag, signalling that vehicles were blocking the crossing on Asok-Din Daeng Road in Huai Khwang district, said Pol Maj Gen Worasak Pisitbannakorn, commander of Metropolitan Police Division 1.

The train driver also tested positive for drug abuse and faces an additional charge.

The level crossing supervisor, Uthen Sornkheeree, 46, was seen in CCTV footage briefly showing his red flag before calmly folding it and turning his back to the oncoming train, long before it reached him.

Mr Sayomporn and Mr Uthen have been suspended from duty. They have both denied the charges, police said.

The 56-year-old bus driver, Lapit Thongboon, was severely burned and remains in hospital. 
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3258198/crashed-train-technician-tests-negative-for-drugs



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Visitors to Thailand could face higher 'tourist tax'								

								A day after major visa changes announced, minister says planned B300 entry fee could be raised
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: (Bangkok Post File Photo)]
											
																							
													(Bangkok Post File Photo)												

																					

									

																Thailand will consider increasing its long-planned foreign tourist entry fee from 300 baht, Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul said on Wednesday.
He said the tourism tax -- first proposed in 2020 but never implemented -- could be higher than 300 baht because of inflation and rising insurance costs, in order to extend coverage at private hospitals.

The majority of the revenue from tourism fees would be allocated to tourist insurance, with the remainder used to maintain tourist attractions and improve infrastructure, authorities have said.

Mr Surasak made the comment a day after the government announced it would scrap 60-day visa exemptions for travellers from 93 countries, another long-planned move made in response to concerns about an increase in illegal activity by foreigners.

He said his ministry is now finalising details of the fee collection method to ensure it does not affect traveller sentiment.

He said there are two collection options: via airline tickets or through the Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC) system.

Airlines have said they cannot discriminate by taxing foreign passengers and excluding Thais, which means the government might have to collect the tax from all passengers and allow Thais to obtain refunds via an application later, he said.

The alternative would be to levy the tax through the TDAC system, which all foreign visitors are required to submit upon arrival.

In any case, the final amount of the fee will depend in large part on the projected costs of accident insurance and treatment at private hospitals.

Unpaid medical bills by foreign visitors cost Thai hospitals around 2.5 billion baht per year, studies have found.

The ministry plans to discuss an appropriate insurance premium with the Thai General Insurance Association at the next stage, noted Mr Surasak.

Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association, said the ministry needs to clarify what types of incidents would be covered by the insurance fund. Authorities should also decide the exact proportion earmarked for major infrastructure projects, he added.

For instance, authorities should assess which types of incidents involving foreign tourists place a burden on hospitals, and whether the policy will also cover events such as floods, train construction accidents, or motorcycle crashes involving riders without licences.

Visa-change timeline

Authorities are also working out the timeline for ending the 60-day visa exemption for 93 countries and reverting to 30-day and 15-day allowances, and visa-on-arrival arrangements similar to those in place in 2024.

Mr Surasak said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the lead agency in the national visa policy committee, needs to coordinate communications with the foreign ministries of other countries.

The Ministry of Tourism and Sports plans to ask the visa committee to adjust the scheme for selected countries.

For instance, India is a top-five source market for Thailand but its citizens only qualify for visas on arrival. The ministry favours a 15-day visa exemption for this market, said Mr Surasak.

Meanwhile, the ministry has asked the Tourism Authority of Thailand to revise its goals and strategy for 2026 as the prolonged US-Iran conflict could result in foreign arrivals missing the target of 33 million.

Mr Surasak said the shortened visa exemption period should not affect arrivals because the average stay for most foreign tourists is only nine days.
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																BRUSSELS - The euro zone economy will expand less than expected this year, the European Commission said on Thursday, as the Middle East war and subsequent energy shock take their toll.
The European Commission said the single currency area's economy is expected to grow 0.9% in 2026, down from a previous prediction of 1.2%.

The EU also sharply raised its prediction for inflation in the 21-nation eurozone this year to 3.0%, up from 1.9% in the last forecast and well above the European Central Bank's target of two percent.

EU economy chief Valdis Dombrovskis pointed to the conflict in the Middle East, which "triggered a major energy shock, further testing Europe as it navigates an already volatile geopolitical and trade environment".

Households and businesses will have to pay more for energy because of the spike in fuel prices, the EU said, pushing the bloc's economic output down.

Energy prices surged after Tehran retaliated to US-Israeli strikes with attacks on neighbouring countries and effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of the world's oil supply transited before the war.

Since the European Union is a net energy importer, the 27-nation bloc is extremely vulnerable to any fluctuations in energy prices.

Many EU states including Poland and Spain have sought to contain energy costs with tax reductions, caps on fuel prices and other measures, but Brussels has urged countries to take temporary and targeted steps.

The EU is facing its second energy shock after a first crisis following Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, which led to double-digit highs in inflation.

Dombrovskis said the EU had to learn from the shocks by "further reducing its reliance on imported fossil fuels".

'Stagflationary shock'

The forecasts come after the EU warned the war was causing a "stagflationary shock" in Europe, when slower growth coincides with higher inflation.

The commission predicted growth in 2026 will be 1.1% for the European Union as a whole, another downward revision to the previous forecast of 1.4%.

But with uncertainty over how long the Middle East conflict will last, Brussels warned that Europe could face a worse scenario if energy prices keep rising until the end of the year.

"Under this scenario, inflation would not ease and economic activity would fail to rebound in 2027," the commission said.

Thursday's announcement reflects a marked change from how the EU thought the European economy would fare, with expectations that it would expand -- albeit at a moderate pace -- and that inflation would remain in line with the ECB's two-percent target.

There had also been high hopes in November that Germany, the EU's largest economy, would rebound this year and grow by 1.2% overall, but that was sharply cut to 0.6% Thursday.

The EU executive expects 2027 will be a better year, though it still cut its forecast for economic growth in the eurozone to 1.2%, after predicting in November it would reach 1.4%.

For the EU as a whole, Brussels trimmed its 2027 growth forecast to 1.4% from 1.5%.

"The situation is set to improve slightly in 2027 if tensions on energy markets ease," the commission said.

Brussels expects energy prices to fall gradually and eurozone inflation to reach 2.3% in 2027, up from the previous prediction of 2.0%.
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									Rich nations face bigger climate-finance challenge								

								OECD says members topped $100bn goals in 2023 and 2024 but developing world needs more
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																PARIS - Wealthy countries topped their $100-billion annual climate finance goal for poorer nations for the third straight year in 2024, the OECD said Thursday, but questions are growing over their ability to meet a new larger pledge.
Developed nations had long fallen short of their commitment to mobilise $100 billion a year by 2020, finally hitting the target for the first time in 2022 after the deadline was extended to 2025.

The money is aimed at helping developing countries, which are least responsible for global warming, invest in renewable energy and cope with the worsening impacts of climate change.

After providing $115.9 billion in 2022, wealthy countries sharply raised their contribution to $132.8 billion in 2023, according to the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, which tracks the figures.

It increased slightly in 2024 to $136.7 billion.

Climate finance can come from governments in the form of bilateral aid, multinational development lenders like the World Bank, or the private sector.

Public climate finance slipped 2.6% to $101.6 billion in 2024 but private sector contributions surged 33% to $30.5 billion.

The OECD said the data needed to produce figures for 2025, the last year of the $100 billion pledge, would not be available before 2027 "at the earliest".

Raphael Jachnik, who led the report at the OECD, told AFP the dip in bilateral public finance partly reflected a return to more normal trends after a sharp rise in 2023.

Trump guts aid programmes

Climate finance has been a thorny issue at annual UN climate talks, as developing nations grew frustrated with the developed world for dragging its heels to fulfil its pledges.

Richer nations committed to a new goal at the UN COP29 summit in Azerbaijan in 2024, pledging to provide $300 billion a year by 2035 -- an amount still considered insufficient by developing nations.

They also set a less specific target of helping raise $1.3 trillion annually from public and private sources.

Jachnik said the international context "raises more fundamental questions" about the new $300 billion target.

US President Donald Trump, a climate sceptic who returned to office last year, pulled the world's richest country out of climate diplomacy and gutted its foreign aid programmes.

The European Union, the biggest contributor to climate finance, is under budget strains and seeking to ramp up military spending amid the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East.

Turkish Climate Minister Murat Kurum, who will chair the COP31 climate summit hosted by his country in November, said Wednesday that he would "hold donors accountable for the commitments they made under the $300 billion Baku finance goal".

"It is easy to say we support global climate action. But promises must be kept," Kurum said in a speech at a climate ministerial meeting in Copenhagen.

Western nations have pushed to broaden the contributor base to include countries that are still listed as developing but have now become wealthy, such as China and Saudi Arabia.

Developed countries, which are facing their own budget constraints and debt problems, have also insisted that the private sector play a bigger role.

'Total scandal'

Asia was the main target of climate finance contributions in 2024, with 36%, followed by Africa at 31%.

As in previous years, most public climate finance took the form of loans in 2023 and 2024, accounting for 73% and 67% of the total respectively, according to the OECD.

Developing countries have argued that climate finance should come in the form of grants, as loans compound their debt problems.

"The rich world profits from the loans they provide to poor countries who are desperately trying to deal with climate change caused by the rich world. It's a total scandal," said Mohamed Adow, director of the Nairobi-based climate think tank Power Shift Africa.

"The countries least responsible for the climate crisis are being asked to take on debt to survive it," he said.
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									Thai consumer watchdog to sue Volvo over battery fires								

								Most customers reportedly want full refunds instead of battery replacements
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																Thailand's [?]consumer [?]watchdog will file a civil  suit against the local unit of Volvo Cars over battery-related fires  in its EX30 model, an official said after a meeting between customers and the carmaker failed to reach an agreement.
"The Office of the Consumer Protection Board reached a resolution to file a suit for  damages, including [?]refunds," Pradoemchai Bunchualuai, who chaired Thursday's meeting, told Reuters by phone.

Mr Pradoemchai, who is an adviser to the prime minister's office, said the OCPB would press the civil suits on a case-by-case basis.

The decision to take court action follows two EX30 fires in the country this month, and adds [?]to pressure on the Swedish carmaker as it tries to manage a global recall of its electric SUV.

Volvo Cars' Thailand unit did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the suit. There are about 1,600  EX30s in Thailand.

A Volvo Cars spokesperson had previously said that the incidents remain rare, with fires reported in 0.1%  of affected vehicles. Volvo Cars has issued notices to customers to not charge their battery beyond 70% as an interim  measure.

Mr Pradoemchai [?]said Volvo Cars had proposed battery replacements and the use of temporary vehicles for 90% of those affected [?]and partial replacements for the rest, but that was not accepted by customers.

"Most consumers want a full refund and not battery replacements," EX30-owner Tanchanok Nowsuwan, who attended [?]the meeting, told reporters.

Reuters reported in February that Volvo  would recall more than 40,000 EX30s and replace battery modules due to a defect that could cause packs to overheat and potentially catch fire.

The Volvo Cars spokesperson said the [?]global recall has since been reduced to  37,802 cars from 40,323.
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								95% of new plants brought online or commissioned were in China and India
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																The world built and commissioned more coal power in 2025, but used the polluting fuel less, with the United States the only major economy to substantially increase generation, a new analysis shows.
Coal is a key contributor to planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions, and phasing it out is crucial to taming climate change.

The growing affordability and abundance of renewable energy means solar and wind power can now cover growing electricity demand in much of the world.

That helped push coal generation down globally by 0.6% in 2025 from a year earlier, according to a new report from Global Energy Monitor, which has tracked coal power for more than a decade.

But despite the generation drop, coal power capacity -- plants that came online or were commissioned -- jumped 3.5% last year.

The overwhelming majority of that -- 95% -- was in China and India, GEM said in a report released on Thursday.

China's coal capacity grew 6% last year, but coal-powered electricity generation fell 1.2%, in part because of soaring renewable capacity.

The same was true in India, where capacity grew almost four percent, even as generation fell nearly three percent.

In both countries, "many of the provinces and states leading coal development are major coal-producing regions", said Christine Shearer, project manager of the GEM Global Coal Plant Tracker and author of the report.

They have "strong industrial incentives to keep building coal", she told AFP.

US actively increases coal

China is the world's top emitter, while India ranks third behind the United States.

Beijing sees coal as a reliable failsafe for intermittent renewable supply, particularly for after power shortages several years ago.

India, the world's most populous country, is leaning heavily on coal to meet soaring electricity demand.

But coal's persistence is also the result of infrastructure issues.

Non-fossil fuels already account for 50% of India's installed capacity, but infrastructure and other issues mean the country still generates around three-quarters of its electricity from coal.

Globally, the retirement of coal power also slowed last year, with nearly 70% of units that were due to end operations instead staying online, GEM said.

In Europe, those missed targets were linked primarily to decisions taken during the 2022-23 energy crisis caused by Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

In the United States however, retirement delays were due to a government push for coal, said Shearer.

"US coal-fired generation rose by more than 80 TWh (terawatt hours) year-on-year, a figure so large that no other country came close," she said.

The surge "was not simply a function of (demand) growth, it reflected a policy environment that actively encouraged it," she added.

Coal 'favouritism'

The energy crisis sparked by the US-Israeli war with Iran has seen some countries turn back to coal, reactivating idle coal units or delaying retirements.

In China, coal-fired power generation also jumped in the first part of the year, in part due to "underperformance" by wind and nuclear.

"But the oversupply and favouritism of coal power is an important factor," added Lauri Myllyvirta, co-founder of the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air, and contributor to the report.

While figures from May suggest China's coal generation may have dropped again, "the problem of excess coal capacity and entrenched favouritism of coal in the grid remain", he told AFP.

Globally, coal-fired generation has risen 0.3% so far this year, Shearer said, while wind and solar generation has jumped 10%.

"Clean energy is absorbing most of the world's new electricity demand, with coal barely growing at all," she said.
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																NEW YORK - Elon Musk's SpaceX rocketed toward Wall Street on Wednesday, filing plans for what could become the largest initial public offering in history as the company seeks to raise up to $75 billion on the public markets.
If successful, the listing of the rocket and satellite giant would dwarf any IPO in history, make musk a trillionaire and cement his status as one of the most consequential entrepreneurs of his generation.

After the IPO, Musk would be the CEO, CTO, and Chairman of the Board, the filing revealed.

US media reports say SpaceX is hoping to raise $75 billion and win a valuation of as much as $1.75 trillion when it begins trading as early as next month.

The filing of the S-1 prospectus -- a document companies are required to present to the SEC before listing on a public stock exchange, providing potential investors with detailed financial information, possible risks and business strategy -- marked the first time SpaceX has publicly disclosed detailed financials in its 24-year history.

It revealed that the company generated $18.7 billion in revenue in 2025 and posted an operating loss of $2.6 billion as it poured money into next-generation rocket development and artificial intelligence.

SpaceX's Starlink satellite internet business is the clear financial engine of the company, generating $11.4 billion in revenue in 2025, up nearly 50% year-on-year.

The AI segment, which includes xAI and the social media platform X (formerly Twitter), recorded $3.2 billion in revenue for the full year 2025 but posted an operating loss of $6.4 billion as the company raced to build out AI training data centres.

Capital expenditure for the segment alone reached $12.7 billion in 2025 and $7.7 billion in just the first quarter of 2026 -- reflecting the enormous sums necessary to keep pace in the AI race against deep-pocketed rivals including Google, Meta and Amazon.

SpaceX also disclosed it had struck a deal to rent out spare capacity at its Colossus and Colossus II data centres to rival AI firm Anthropic for $1.25 billion per month through May 2029.

The filing comes just days after Musk suffered a significant legal setback in his bitter feud with OpenAI, a direct competitor also racing toward a public listing.

With Anthropic eyeing its own IPO as well, 2026 could prove one of the most momentous years on Wall Street in recent memory.

Musk in control

The filing confirmed a dual-class share structure that will leave Musk firmly in control of the company after the listing, sidestepping the kind of governance fights that have dogged him at Tesla, where shareholders have repeatedly taken aim at his compensation and the board's independence.

Musk, by far the world's richest person, is set to control about 85% of voting power while holding around 42% of equity.

SpaceX acknowledged the arrangement poses risks for outside investors, noting that Musk "will have the power to control the outcome of matters requiring shareholder approval, including election of all our directors."

The filing also laid out an ambitious roadmap to build data centres in space, arguing that solar energy captured in orbit represents "the only truly scalable solution" to the soaring power demands of AI computing.

SpaceX said it plans to begin deploying AI computer satellites as early as 2028, with the long-term goal of putting 100 gigawatts of compute capacity in orbit annually -- a task requiring thousands of rocket launches per year and the transport of roughly one million metric tons of payload to orbit.

The company said it was uniquely positioned to meet that challenge, calling it "incredibly difficult" and one no other company could tackle at commercial scale.

In a staggering figure, SpaceX claimed a total addressable market -- a company's estimate of the maximum revenue opportunity available for its products and services -- of $28.5 trillion across its businesses, excluding China and Russia.

Reports indicate SpaceX is targeting a June listing on the Nasdaq stock exchange under the ticker symbol SPCX, with trading expected to commence shortly thereafter.

Wedbush analyst Dan Ives predicted in a note that the next step after the IPO, would be a merger with Tesla, creating an AI powered "holy grail".
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																SET-listed Central Pattana (CPN) is investing 3.8 billion baht in a mixed-use development comprising its second shopping mall in Khon Kaen, a budget hotel and a high-rise condominium project, aiming to capitalise on the province's growing economy and rising urban demand.
Nattakit Tangpoonsinthana, chief marketing officer at CPN, said Khon Kaen is a major economic centre in the Northeast with strong potential as a hub for education, government services and healthcare.

"Khon Kaen is the first province in the Northeast to have two Central malls," he said. "We opened Central Khonkaen 16 years ago, and are now launching Central Khonkaen Campus."

The new development, with a gross building area of 62,000 square metres, required an investment of 2.7 billion baht. The site is located on 30 rai on Mittraphap Road, around three kilometres from Central Khonkaen.

While the original mall mainly targets families, Central Khonkaen Campus is designed to serve younger consumers and university students, with a focus on food, lifestyle offerings and a 24-hour gym. The project has a catchment population of more than 56,000 people.

Mr Nattakit said Khon Kaen has a population of more than 1.8 million, ranking fifth nationwide.

The province recorded a gross provincial product (GPP) of 239 billion baht in 2024, according to the National Economic and Social Development Council.

Khon Kaen's GPP per capita tallied 140,255 baht, ranking second in the Northeast and fifth nationally.

More than 760,000 residents belong to Gen Y and Z, accounting for 42% of the province's population.

"This makes Khon Kaen a city full of youthful energy, creativity and continuous economic growth, positioning it to become a city where young people want to live, similar to other leading global cities," Mr Nattakit said.

The province is also the region's medical hub, with 31 hospitals and plans to add another 5,000 beds. Srinagarind Hospital was recently ranked among the world's best hospitals in 2026.

Khon Kaen is home to five leading universities, with Khon Kaen University ranked first in the Northeast and fifth nationwide for research output. The province also has 48 schools, including nine international schools.

Kree Dejchai, president for residential business at CPN, said housing demand in Khon Kaen has been driven by medical professionals, students, and younger working-age buyers.

According to the Real Estate Information Center, the Khon Kaen condo market was valued at 5.57 billion baht in 2025, increasing by 150% from 2022.

Campus areas in particular have emerged as high-potential locations supported by real demand from multiple buyer groups.

The company launched Phyll Khon Kaen yesterday, a 33-storey condo project with 583 units located next to Central Khonkaen Campus. The project has a development value of 1.6 billion baht, with investment estimated at 1 billion baht.

Units range from 1-3 bedrooms, starting from 95,000 baht per sq m. CPN expects 50-60% of units to be sold during the launch period this week.

The company also invested 120 million baht to develop Go! Hotel, a 75-room property located near Central Khonkaen Campus, which is the company's 45th mall.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3258444/cpn-invests-b38bn-in-new-khon-kaen-development



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Muang Thai Life reports 6% premium growth								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Consumer awareness of health insurance has improved, but purchasing power has been pressured by higher living costs, rising oil prices and global economic volatility, says Muang Thai Life chief executive Sara Lamsam.]
											
																							
													Consumer awareness of health insurance has improved, but purchasing power has been pressured by higher living costs, rising oil prices and global economic volatility, says Muang Thai Life chief executive Sara Lamsam.												

																					

									

																Muang Thai Life Assurance (MTL), a leading Thai life insurer, is bullish about its performance in the second quarter after steady premium renewals and sound demand for health protection products pushed the company's total premiums to grow 6% year-on-year over the first four months.
Chief executive Sara Lamsam said renewal premiums continued to record positive momentum during January-April despite mounting economic uncertainty and inflationary pressures.

However, new business premiums could contract slightly this year due to an exceptionally high comparison base in 2025, particularly from strong sales of health insurance products with co-payment features, said Mr Sara.

"Consumer awareness of health insurance has improved significantly, but purchasing power has been pressured by higher living costs, rising oil prices and global economic volatility," he said.

"Even though we still see improving growth prospects, management must monitor the business on a monthly basis because of heightened sensitivity to external factors."

MTL expects to maintain growth in the second quarter, driven mainly by renewal premiums and continued demand for health insurance. However, new premium growth looks challenging amid weaker consumer spending and last year's elevated base, noted Mr Sara.

INVESTMENT RISKS

In terms of investment, MTL said global financial market volatility and inflation remain major concerns for the remainder of the year.

US bond yields have climbed to nearly 5%, compared with around 2% in Thailand, creating a widening yield gap that insurers must carefully consider when allocating investments between domestic and foreign assets.

Overseas investment opportunities come with regulatory limitations and higher risk charges, requiring insurers to balance returns with capital management requirements, he said.

"Our investment strategy focuses on fundamentally strong assets while maintaining a balanced portfolio capable of navigating increasingly complex market conditions and new accounting standards," noted Mr Sara.

Amid the economic uncertainty, he said MTL will continue developing insurance innovation, health protection products, and wealth management solutions to support customers across all stages of life, while strengthening long-term growth momentum.

PORTFOLIO ADJUSTMENT

The insurer adjusted its product strategy and portfolio mix this year by reducing sales exposure to high-yield endowment products and focusing more on comprehensive health insurance solutions, particularly for children and families.

The company forecasts strong growth potential in lump-sum health insurance plans targeting children aged 30 days and older, as well as families seeking greater access to private healthcare services.

"D Health Lite" is a new health insurance plan designed to offer flexible and affordable coverage options based on customer budgets. Policies are available for children older than 30 days with coverage up to age 90, offering access to more than 165 hospitals under the MTL network nationwide. Policy coverage includes expenses for ICU treatment, surgery, physician fees, post-hospitalisation outpatient care, and emergency ambulance services.

For wealthy customers looking for effective wealth transfer and legacy planning products, MTL recently launched "Muang Thai Premier Legacy 99/1" and "Muang Thai Legacy Wealth 99/5", designed for family wealth management.

The products offer high life coverage while reducing premium costs by 30-40% compared with traditional life insurance products. A key feature is fixed surrender value throughout the policy term, cited as the first of its kind in Thailand's insurance market.
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																Unfazed by prolonged geopolitical conflict in the Middle East, leading Chinese jewellery brand Chow Tai Fook (CTF) has expanded internationally, eyeing more outlets in Southeast Asia in addition to its recently opened concept store in Bangkok.
"We will continue to launch newly designed stores across high-growth potential markets, including in Southeast Asia and North America, following the successful launch of the Siam Paragon store in Thailand, Jewel Changi Airport in Singapore and Westfield in Sydney, Australia," said Gabriela Ferreira, general manager for international business at the Hong Kong-listed Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Group.

"Our strategic global retail network expansion enables us to target markets with high growth potential. While strategically optimising our store network, our priority is to launch new stores that generate higher productivity."

One of the company's key projects this year is opening a flagship store in Shanghai K11 in the fourth quarter, according to a statement.

"For the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong and Macau, we will continue to optimise our existing store footprint, upgrade the retail image at core commercial locations, and selectively open new outlets in high-potential cities to meet strong domestic luxury jewellery demand," said Ms Ferreira.

"Our international expansion strategy remains unchanged as we target high-growth potential markets. In the long run, we remain cautiously optimistic about the Middle East market. Our focus continues to be on strengthening brand presence in high-potential markets."

The opening of CTF's store in Siam Paragon marks a milestone in the brand's transformation, making it the first Chinese jewellery brand to join the mall's luxury portfolio, she noted.

"This new store expands our footprint in Thailand and further solidifies our luxury positioning across Southeast Asia," said Ms Ferreira.

Since its soft launch in early January, the outlet in Siam Paragon registered a balanced customer mix of Thais, Chinese and foreign tourists, underscoring its positioning as a global Chinese luxury group and accelerating brand penetration across Southeast Asia, noted the statement.

Alongside the mall opening, CTF unveiled its Dawn collection, jewellery inspired by the beauty of flowers in their first bloom and the vibrant energy of a world awakening to new life.

The brand also introduced a selection of Thailand-exclusive pieces in honour of local heritage, including a refined collection of Four-Faced Buddha ritual pendants and golden elephant ornaments.

Ms Ferreira said overseas expansion is not only about growing volume, but also strengthening its global brand presence and bringing Chinese craftsmanship and aesthetics to the world stage.

As an industry leader with more than 5,000 stores globally, CTF's strategy centres on quality, investing in high-return, experience-driven retail spaces that strengthen brand equity and customer loyalty with sustainable growth, she said.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3258579/chinese-jewellery-brand-targets-southeast-asia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Industry confidence dips amid energy price fears								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Foreign tourists visit Wat Pho, one of Bangkok's most popular attractions. Strong tourism activity in April was among the positive economic factors helping businesses cope with the impact of the Middle East conflicts.  (Photo: Apichart Jinakul)]
											
																							
													Foreign tourists visit Wat Pho, one of Bangkok's most popular attractions. Strong tourism activity in April was among the positive economic factors helping businesses cope with the impact of the Middle East conflicts.  (Photo: Apichart Jinakul)												

																					

									

																The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) continued to fall in April to 85.3 points, down from 88.6 in March, attributed to the impact of the prolonged US-Israeli war with Iran.
Pimjai Leeissaranukul, chairwoman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), said the dip was due to concerns over spikes in oil and raw material prices caused by the Middle East conflict, as well as worries about the government's slow budget disbursement.

Crude oil prices rose to US$120 per barrel in April, causing diesel prices to surge to 45.32 baht per litre, representing a 33.2% month-on-month increase.

Raw material costs across several industries continued to rise, particularly for plastic resins, packaging and construction materials, driven by higher energy prices, transport expenses and logistics costs, negatively affecting the profitability of business operators.

Mrs Pimjai said freight rates on major trade routes also increased, especially on the US West Coast route, which rose by 5.7% month-on-month.

Additional surcharges and higher cargo insurance premiums resulting from the conflict in the Middle East have increased logistics and export costs for businesses.

Moreover, disbursement of the government's investment budget remained delayed, with the disbursement rate at 38.3% as of April 24, below the target of 45%, resulting in slower circulation of funds within the economy.

Industrial production also slowed due to the extended Songkran holiday period, which reduced the number of working days.

However, there were positive developments in April, as the Songkran festival boosted domestic consumption and foreign tourist arrivals, generating an estimated 30.5 billion baht in revenue during April 11-15, up 6% year-on-year, she said.

Private sector investment showed signs of expansion, as reflected by investment promotion applications submitted to the Board of Investment in the first quarter this year, which totalled 1.02 trillion baht, a 2.4-fold increase year-on-year, particularly in the electronics, energy, agriculture and food industries.

The April TISI was based on a survey of 1,354 entrepreneurs across 48 industries under the FTI.

Businesses expressed heightened concerns regarding energy prices (84.6%), the global economy (80.6%) and the domestic economy (74.2%).
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																Thailand is accelerating efforts to reduce reliance on imported oil by expanding sales of biodiesel B20, aiming to make the fuel available at 1,000 filling stations within a month.
B20, a blend of diesel and 20% methyl ester derived from palm oil, is currently sold at 600 stations nationwide.

Authorities first introduced the fuel on a pilot scale in March but have now shifted to long-term commercial sales, offering it at a retail price of seven baht per litre lower than diesel B7, subsidised by the state Oil Fuel Fund.

Sarawut Keawtathip, director-general of the Department of Energy Business, said 17 car assemblers and manufacturers from Japan, South Korea, China, Europe and the US have certified that B20 does not affect engine performance in many car models.

Thailand previously promoted B20 in 2022 following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which sent oil prices soaring. Authorities used a surplus of palm oil to produce the fuel, but B20 disappeared from the market once global crude prices stabilised.

Mr Sarawut said the government is preparing strategic petroleum reserves to ensure continued B20 sales, even after geopolitical tensions ease.

However, an Energy Ministry official noted that subsidies face legal hurdles, as the 2019 Oil Fuel Fund Act stipulates that biofuel subsidies are scheduled to end on Sept 24 this year.

Officials argue that B20 must remain a long-term solution to address three challenges: volatile energy prices driven by global conflicts, worsening PM2.5 dust pollution, and Thailand's commitment to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 under the UN Development Programme.

Industry leaders have voiced support, as Yupin Boonsirichan, chairwoman of the Thai Automotive Industry Association, said the sector welcomes alternative energy derived from domestic production to strengthen energy security.

Suchat Ramarch, president of PTT Oil and Retail Business, said the company is already selling B20 at 246 stations and expects to expand to 800 by year-end.

If B20 gains popularity, demand for methyl ester could more than double to nearly 7 million litres per day, potentially saving Thailand 72 billion baht annually in oil import costs.

Adisak Choosuk, deputy director-general of the Department of Alternative Energy Development and Efficiency, said crude palm oil output this year is projected at 3.94 million tonnes, with allocations for consumption, methyl ester production and exports.
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																After months of kicking the can down the road on constitutional reform, the ruling Bhumjaithai Party has finally made a move -- one that appears to bring charter rewriting back to square one rather than move the process forward.
That reset runs counter to the public mandate expressed in the Feb 8 referendum, in which more than 21 million voters approved a constitutional rewriting process and conditions endorsed by the previous parliament.

Under the framework approved earlier, reform centred on amending Section 256 to reduce the Senate's role in constitutional amendments. Yet that effort collapsed following the abrupt dissolution of parliament last October, prompting Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to call a snap general election that included a referendum on charter reform.

Now, however, Bhumjaithai appears intent on wiping the slate clean. The party yesterday submitted its own amendment proposal, introducing Chapter 15/1 to pave the way for a Constitution Drafting Assembly (CDA). At first glance, the proposal appears to revive momentum for reform. In practice, however, it risks restarting a process that had already gained public approval.

Veteran politician Nikorn Chamnong, a member of Bhumjaithai's legal team, outlined the party's preferred CDA structure, consisting of 100 members. Of those, 77 representatives would be selected from across the country, while 23 experts and academics from various fields would also participate. The model bears similarities to the body that drafted the widely respected 1997 constitution. Yet one key feature deserves scrutiny: applicants would be jointly selected by the Senate and the House of Representatives.

Under the proposal, charter reform would formally resume next month, with Bhumjaithai extending the CDA's working timeline to 360 days in the name of public participation. Alongside a 45-member drafting panel, a separate body would conduct public hearings.

Meanwhile, the opposition People's Party plans to submit its own amendment proposal, built around three principles: maximising public participation, preventing any single political group from dominating the drafting process, and eliminating senators' privileged role in approving constitutional amendments.

On the surface, Bhumjaithai's proposed CDA structure may appear balanced. Yet questions remain over who will ultimately shape the process. Given the party's widely perceived rapport with the Senate, concerns are inevitable that Bhumjaithai could still exert disproportionate influence over CDA appointments. For this reason, few can be expected to greet the proposed reform process with optimism.

The deeper concern is not merely delay, but design. Charter rewriting risks becoming less an exercise in democratic renewal than a tightly managed process that reproduces the same power structures under a different banner. If constitutional reform once again collapses, Bhumjaithai may lose little politically. The country, meanwhile, would remain locked into the existing 2017 constitution -- a charter whose origins and limitations have long fuelled calls for change.
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																Thaksin Shinawatra will complete his parole period in September, finally removing the last visible reminder of his legal troubles: the electronic monitoring bracelet fastened to his ankle. Yet for political observers, the greater question is not his freedom, but what role he might still play in a political order that no longer revolves around him.
For more than two decades, Thaksin has been a force of nature in Thai politics. Even during 17 years in self-imposed exile, the political movement he founded repeatedly returned to power, often winning elections decisively. But the political landscape he returned to in 2023 is markedly different from the one he left behind.

Today, the influence of the ruling Pheu Thai Party has waned, challenged by the rise of the People's Party and the growing clout of the Bhumjaithai Party. The Shinawatra brand no longer sits unchallenged at the apex of Thai politics.

That shifting reality gives fresh meaning to the image of Thaksin wearing an electronic monitoring bracelet after being granted parole on May 11. The device is more than a legal formality. In Thai politics, symbolism matters, and the bracelet serves as a reminder that even Thaksin must now operate within constraints.

Under Department of Probation rules, elderly parolees -- particularly those over 70 and considered low-risk -- are often exempted from wearing electronic monitoring devices. At 77, Thaksin could plausibly have qualified. Instead, the bracelet projects a strikingly different image from the commanding alpha figure Thai politics has long associated with him: restrained, subdued and no longer untouchable.

In that sense, the bracelet has taken on a symbolism beyond its practical purpose. It signals not only legal supervision, but also the narrower political room for manoeuvre now available to a man once accustomed to setting the national agenda almost at will. The unmistakable message is that Thaksin, too, must move more carefully.

Yet it would be premature to mistake reduced visibility for political irrelevance.

Even after returning to Thailand following nearly two decades abroad, Thaksin quickly demonstrated that retirement from politics remained more fiction than fact. During the formation of the government under his daughter, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, his influence over cabinet appointments appeared unmistakable. To many observers, he remained the ultimate power broker within Pheu Thai.

Still, influence is not the same as dominance. Thailand's political centre of gravity has shifted during Thaksin's long absence. The electoral machine he once built no longer commands automatic loyalty, while coalition politics has become more fragmented and transactional. Pheu Thai, once the unquestioned standard-bearer of the Shinawatra political movement, now governs in a political environment where compromise often matters more than charisma.

That changing environment presents an unfamiliar challenge for Thaksin. Much of his political career was defined by decisiveness and control -- allies deferred, rivals reacted and political momentum often moved in his direction. The Thailand he returned to, however, is one in which influence increasingly must be negotiated rather than assumed.

The rise of Bhumjaithai as a coalition heavyweight, coupled with the electoral disruption caused by the People's Party, has diluted the dominance Pheu Thai once enjoyed. Even business elites and political networks that once gravitated instinctively towards Thaksin now appear more willing to hedge their bets. That reality may explain his studied caution since returning home.

Aware of criticism surrounding political interference, Thaksin has recently kept a more careful distance from day-to-day party affairs, allowing senior party figures and ministers greater room to operate. Publicly at least, he appears content to watch and wait.

Thaksin himself has described his time in detention, with characteristic theatrical flair, as a period of "hibernation", joking that it had left him unable to remember much. Beneath the humour, however, may lie a more serious political calculation: that survival now depends less on commanding the stage than choosing carefully when to step onto it.

Political scientist Stithorn Thananithichot argues Thaksin is unlikely to remain on the sidelines indefinitely. While his direct influence over ministerial appointments may have diminished, personal trust and loyalty still appear to shape decision-making within Pheu Thai more than institutional seniority or factional bargaining.

But the political conditions that once allowed Thaksin to dominate have changed. Business elites and political power centres are no longer drawn automatically into his orbit. Attention has shifted elsewhere, particularly towards Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and Bhumjaithai's growing leverage within government. The political spotlight that once followed Thaksin almost exclusively is now more fragmented.

If Thaksin intervenes too visibly, he risks reinforcing criticism that Pheu Thai remains under the shadow of one man. More importantly, he risks exposing the limits of his influence in a political environment that no longer bends so readily to his will.

Once the bracelet comes off, expectations surrounding Thaksin's next move will intensify. Allies will look for signals. Rivals will watch for missteps. The question is no longer whether he still matters -- he plainly does -- but whether he can adapt to a political order in which power is more dispersed and patience matters more than command. For the first time in more than two decades, Thaksin remains influential without being indispensable -- a powerful figure, certainly, but no longer the political talisman he once was.
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																Global imbalances are again dominating international economic debates, and with good reason. Large and persistent imbalances often end badly, whether in abrupt capital-flow reversals, exchange-rate volatility, geopolitical conflict, or, as in 2008, financial crisis. And with the United States now running significant current-account deficits, and China having returned to substantial surpluses, fears that the world is headed towards another reckoning are mounting.
To be sure, today's imbalances are smaller than those that preceded the 2008 global financial crisis. Last year, the US current-account deficit approached 3.6% of GDP, compared to its pre-2008 peak of 6%, and China's surplus was 3.7% of GDP, compared to over 9% before the crisis. But the gaps are widening -- and, unlike in the mid-2000s, this is happening against a backdrop of heightened uncertainty about economic security, supply chains, reserve currencies, strategic competition, and financial stability.

These imbalances have contributed to a resurgence of protectionism, particularly in the US, with President Donald Trump using America's trade deficits to justify sweeping tariffs. European leaders, for their part, have sharply criticised Chinese industrial overcapacity in electric vehicles, batteries, and solar panels. Because "China Shock 2.0" is concentrated in these higher-end sectors (which also include semiconductors and robotics), rather than low-cost consumer goods, it is putting pressure on advanced-economy producers and impeding industrial-upgrading efforts across the developing world.

But today's persistent imbalances are not just a trade issue. As recent analyses by the International Monetary Fund, the G7, and the Bank of England show, they are driven primarily by domestic saving and investment dynamics.

In the US, the core problem is fiscal dissaving. While the US runs large budget deficits and racks up external liabilities, it continues to attract a huge volume of foreign capital. As a result, the US has been able to sustain external deficits for far longer than most countries, contributing to growing financial vulnerabilities that extend well beyond the US. Global investors are heavily exposed to dollar assets and US equities and bonds, and their investment portfolios are highly concentrated in a narrow set of assets, particularly AI-related equities. A sharp correction in US markets would thus reverberate rapidly across the global economy.

China's surplus reflects the opposite dynamic: weak domestic demand relative to productive capacity. The causes include the property-sector downturn, high precautionary household saving in the face of an incomplete social safety net, and demographic pressures. While industrial policy has reinforced these trends, it cannot fully explain China's surplus.

This distinction matters because it alters the policy implications. If industrial subsidies and trade barriers were the main problem, tariffs might offer a solution. But if the underlying issue is a structural imbalance between savings and investment, the impact of trade measures will be limited. In fact, recent IMF research shows that exchange-rate movements and supply-chain adaptation offset much of the tariffs' long-run effect on current-account balances.

Ultimately, global imbalances are domestic problems requiring domestic solutions. The US must gradually reduce its fiscal deficits and boost financial resilience, and China must increase domestic consumption by strengthening its social safety net, supporting household income, allowing gradual real exchange-rate appreciation, and facilitating greater two-way capital flows. Reining in support for manufacturing and expanding high-value services would also support China's shift towards consumption-led growth.

These adjustments are in both countries' interest. Debt-financed consumption and rising external liabilities are no more reliable a long-term growth strategy than dependence on external demand.

While the prescription is fundamentally domestic, international coordination is also essential. After all, a disorderly adjustment could lead to financial instability, exchange-rate volatility, and sudden stops in capital flows, which would hit emerging economies hard.

The central challenge today is thus not simply to reduce trade imbalances. It is to manage the financial vulnerabilities created by massive and concentrated global capital flows -- vulnerabilities that are exacerbated by rising leverage in non-bank financial institutions, concentrated portfolio positions, bubbly valuations for US technology equities, and mounting pressures in sovereign-bond markets.

To this end, the US and China should correct their respective domestic imbalances gradually and responsibly. But other major powers and international institutions must also do their part. The IMF, the Bank for International Settlements, and the Financial Stability Board should strengthen surveillance of cross-border capital flows, leverage, and liquidity mismatches, while enhancing macroprudential coordination, stress testing, and crisis-prevention mechanisms. While grand macroeconomic bargains like the Plaza Accord of the 1980s are unrealistic at a time of geopolitical fragmentation, the G7 and G20 can also make a difference by promoting transparency, dialogue, and coordination.

While today's imbalances are linked to trade, they are driven primarily by domestic saving-investment dynamics and the interaction between geopolitical rivalry, technological competition, and concentrated global capital flows.

Only by recognising this and taking coordinated action to manage the associated risks can the world prevent today's tensions from erupting in another global economic crisis. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Lee Jong-Wha, Professor of Economics at Korea University, is a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank and a former senior adviser for international economic affairs to the president of South Korea.
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																In a bid to avoid another tragic crash after a freight train collided with a bus at the Asok-Phetchaburi crossing last Saturday, resulting in multiple casualties, Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn has come up with the idea of scrapping commuter train services into central Bangkok.
Unsurprisingly, this has drawn public outrage, with brickbats being hurled from many directions.

Mr Phiphat, who is also a deputy prime minister, told the media he had ordered the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) to study the plan and propose measures within three months.

Initially, he said all the commuter trains from the east, including some from the border province of Sa Kaeo, and the south must now terminate at outskirt stations -- Lat Krabang for the former, and Taling Chan for the latter -- instead of at Hua Lamphong or Bang Sue stations.

Under his plan, train passengers would have to switch to using city buses or other rail systems. Given the higher cost, he has pledged subsidies for low-income groups.

Yet the transport minister must know this plan misses the mark. To address such rail-crossing accidents, the transport minister needs to hit the nail on the head.

It is self-evident that the collision on Saturday was the result of bad road design and recklessness on the part of road users. Weak or nonexistent law enforcement regarding public safety merely aggravates the problem.

Looking into the details of the case, the existing road infrastructure, with frontage roads along the main Asok-Din Daeng Road, where drivers can turn left or right through many lanes, made the crossing busier than ever.

Few, if any, road users care about railway barriers. Most choose to violate the yellow box rule by entering the space next to the intersection, which must be kept clear at all times for safety. The ill-fated bus was stuck in the yellow box when the approaching freighter train smashed straight into it.

In fact, there are a few dangerous spots similar to the Asok-Phetchaburi crossing that look like disasters waiting to happen. That list includes the Makkasan crossing and another one on Rama VI Road, near the Highway Department. It is common to see car drivers and motorcyclists breach the safety rules and risk crashing into a train.

Mr Phiphat must see to it that the authorities tackle all the dangerous spots, with immediate, short- and long-term measures. It's not any single agency's responsibility.

First and foremost, the traffic lights near the crossing must be integrated with the system governing train-related data to ensure there is no backlog at any given time. In addition, police and train officers must be deployed near busy crossings to facilitate traffic flow, improving mobility while preventing reckless road users from breaking traffic rules.

Mr Phiphat must drop his no-commuter train plan now, as it is tantamount to punishing innocent train users who rely on the system, which serves as an affordable means of transport. He needs to improve the commuter train service to ensure punctuality and comfort, and attract more users.

The minister needs to understand that in advanced countries, commuter trains and/or trams that carry large numbers of people always have the right of way over private vehicles, which are the real cause of traffic congestion. Mr Phiphat must think again and get his priorities right.
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																The global water cycle is our planet's life-support system. It is a powerful environmental pump, with forests transpiring moisture and replenishing giant atmospheric rivers of freshwater. It is also a global thermostat, regulating the climate through evaporation and cloud formation. And it is a giant filter, purifying water as it percolates through the soils and wetlands.
But while all life depends on the water cycle, it is coming under increasing strain and losing its ability to perform these essential functions, leading the United Nations to declare a new era of "global water bankruptcy". Rising temperatures, ecosystem degradation, and shifting rainfall patterns are weakening the natural systems that regulate water flows and quality, while conventional infrastructure, designed for historical hydrological conditions, is increasingly exposed to variability, sedimentation, and shock.

To protect the water cycle from these competing pressures, we must embrace a holistic perspective. That means treating the cycle as shared infrastructure, and reshaping investments and governance accordingly.

As a first step towards protecting the natural infrastructure that has served us for centuries, governments, investors, and multilateral development banks should emphasise retaining water in its natural environment. Efforts to protect forests, wetlands, river basins, and soil cover are key to mitigating disruptions to the water cycle and adapting to shocks.

To be fully effective, such interventions should be conceived at the level of total ecosystems. For example, the Delta Blue Carbon project has facilitated the planting of tens of millions of mangrove seedlings on the southeast coast of the province of Sindh, Pakistan, restoring more than 75,000 hectares of degraded mangrove forests. Such efforts are projected to sequester 142 million tonnes of carbon dioxide over the next five decades, as well as protect against storm surges and provide nurseries for marine biodiversity.

Beyond restoring the natural (green) infrastructure that we already rely on, we must also pursue traditional (grey) infrastructure investments to build water-system resilience against higher temperatures, glacial melts, and more volatile climate conditions. For example, the Indonesia Dam project aims to strengthen buffers against floods and preserve key sources of water supply. It combines engineering measures, such as dredging and structural rehabilitation, with ecosystem restoration to address sediment accumulation and its consequences.

This combination of green and grey infrastructure has the potential to support mitigation and adaptation efforts to protect the water cycle against climate change. But bringing them together requires alignment on governance, data, and finance.

From a governance standpoint, water is too often treated as a local commodity, rather than as the shared, transboundary resource that it is. Fortunately, emerging science and technology could transform water governance by allowing the tracking of individual drops of water. Satellite data, remote sensing, and improved modelling already allow for real-time monitoring of water flows, infrastructure performance, and environmental conditions. And now, AI and machine learning can improve flood forecasting, optimise irrigation scheduling, and support predictive maintenance.

Moreover, leveraging these technologies to improve water governance will lay the groundwork for scaling up investment in the hydrological cycle -- and not a moment too soon. As matters stand, an estimated $7 trillion is needed to close the gap for investment in water infrastructure by 2030.

Multilateral development banks have an important role to play in mobilising finance towards water-cycle preservation. The AIIB finds that water-related projects account for a decreasing share (around 14%) of dwindling overall official development assistance. It is therefore imperative that development banks boost their investments across the water cycle to integrate natural, engineered, and digital infrastructure; promote economic reforms to align fiscal policies across borders; and mobilise private finance towards water-focused interventions.

As we look towards a more uncertain, insecure water future, it is incumbent on governments and financial institutions to ensure that restoring and maintaining our water cycle is a key development priority. We must come together to harness recent advances in science, monitoring technologies, and data availability to improve governance and scale up financing. Water is the foundation that connects every aspect of human life. There can be no higher priority than protecting the water cycle. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Erik Berglof is Chief Economist of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.
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																A new set of trade rules is sweeping through the business world. This time, it is not about price or quality. It is about carbon reduction. The big question is whether companies can keep up with this particular "green" goal.
Environmental pressures are rocking global trade and its supply chains to the core. Businesses are expected to take responsibility for their environmental impact, not as a choice, but as a condition of market access.

This is not only about large corporations, but also about small and medium-sized enterprises as trade and investment trends shift.

As carbon rules tighten amid the climate crisis, SMEs cannot afford to stand still. In a low-carbon economy, green transition has become a business imperative.

For Thai SMEs, the journey begins with recognising the shift in global trade rules -- and the need to change how they do business. To avoid being left behind by new pressures in global trade, they need to understand what the transition requires and the benefits they will receive in return: lower costs, greater efficiency, and better access to future markets.

From awareness comes action

The first step is to assess where their business stands. How "green" is it already? The government has developed self-assessment tools such as the Green SME Index and the Green Enterprise Index to help answer that question.

Then comes planning. SMEs must identify what needs to change, set priorities, and design green projects or activities. These plans lead to implementation and investments to make operations more environmentally friendly.

And finally, monitoring and evaluation. The steps are clear. But the path is not easy.

Most SMEs are still preoccupied with basic survival: cash flow, costs, and market uncertainty. Environmental concerns often feel distant, secondary.

There is also a common misunderstanding. Many believe the green transition requires large-scale change and heavy investment. In reality, some green actions are simple and already adopted by SMEs to improve efficiency.

Using energy-efficient machinery, installing solar panels, and switching to electric vehicles. These are practical measures already in place but not recognised as part of a wider green transition.

Still, obstacles remain.

Many SMEs lack the capacity to plan and carry out green initiatives. They then depend on external expertise, which adds cost and complexity. Access to funding is another barrier. True, Thailand's green finance market is growing, but for SMEs, it remains hard to reach and even harder to use.

Green finance to support this transition includes financial tools such as green deposits, green loans, green bonds, and sustainability-linked bonds. For SMEs, green loans are the most relevant.

Government-backed schemes offer a starting point. For example, the Bank of Thailand's Financing the Transition programme and the SME Green Productivity programme from the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion (OSMEP).

These schemes not only have lower interest rates but also longer repayment periods and credit guarantees from the Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation.

Meanwhile, banks are expanding green finance services to meet growing demand and build their own portfolios.

Unfortunately, the progress remains slow.

According to a 2023 Bank of Thailand report, green loans account for only 1.4% of total outstanding loans. And most of them go to large companies.

Why are SMEs left behind?

Part of the answer lies in familiar constraints. Being small, they have limited business capacity, raising banks' concerns about their ability to repay.

In practice, the criteria for green loans are not much different from conventional loans. Financial institutions still focus on business readiness and the ability to repay.

But there is an added layer of hurdles.

SMEs must present clear plans for green projects or activities. This often becomes a burden. Documentation takes time and resources. But most SMEs lack proper data systems. Without reliable data, banks cannot assess their business risks and approve loans.

For SMEs to help Thailand reach its Net Zero target by 2050, the government has a key role to play.

First and foremost, it must make SMEs believe that transitioning is not difficult and that they will benefit from it.

Tax incentives can be a game-changer. Incentives include tax benefits for green activities, subsidies for adopting green technologies, and advantages in green procurement processes. A good example is the United Kingdom, which is effectively using tax incentives to encourage high-emission businesses to adjust.

Coordination within the state bureaucracy is just as important.

Government agencies need to work together to make the transition less complicated.

Tools such as the Green SME Index and the Green Enterprise Index should not stand alone. Their results should link directly to state support, such as advisory services in assessment and planning for green transition, access to technology, and financing.

There is also a need for simpler systems.

SMEs need practical ways to report sustainability and carbon reduction. They do not want complex frameworks but tools they can actually use. Better data would improve their chances of securing green loans and allow for proper monitoring of progress.

Malaysia's Greening Value Chain programme is also taking this approach by combining green financing with technical training and access to software to track greenhouse gas emissions.

For Thailand's new government, the starting point is clarity. It must set a clear direction for the transition, starting with identifying target industries -- those with high emissions or those most exposed to future pressure.

It should also focus on low-risk green activities that can reduce business costs. These are the easiest entry points. They build confidence and deliver results.

If policy direction is clear and state support is accessible, the green transition will no longer feel like a burden for small businesses. Instead, it will be an opportunity to cut costs, improve efficiency, and stay competitive in a market that prioritises the environment.

At that point, Thai SMEs will not simply be adapting. They will be positioning themselves within emerging green supply chains, both at home and abroad.

And the question will no longer be whether they can afford to change, but whether they can afford not to.

Urairat Jantarasiri is a researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Their policy analyses appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																To all appearances, Saturday's fatal collision between a freight train and a public bus was human error. The driver of the freight train lacked a rail transport licence, and a urine test showed narcotic traces in his system. The driver of the bus was charged with violating the traffic law by stopping on the railway crossing.
But society must not focus only on finding culprits, and the public must not be content only when culprits are put in jail. This newspaper has long held the opinion that accidents at railway crossings -- including the recent one on Saturday at the Asok-Phetchaburi crossing -- are the outcome of wilful ignorance by governments and responsible agencies that were fully aware of the risks but did nothing to improve safety at level crossings.

In fact, there are accidents at railway crossings somewhere in the country every week. Unlike Saturday's fatal collision, they happen at rural crossings and do not get media coverage. The worst tragedy at a level crossing took place in Chachoengsao province in October 2020, when a freight train hit a chartered tour bus carrying workers to a merit-making ceremony. The crash killed 18 people on the bus. Around 600 of Thailand's 2,639 railway crossings are illegal -- without traffic lights or guard rails.

State Railway of Thailand (SRT) statistics show more than 87 accidents at railway crossings every year on average -- at least seven per month, across 2,639 crossings nationwide. The problem has not subsided. Last year, there were 121 accidents involving trains and vehicles at railway crossings; the collisions claimed 68 lives and injured 186 people.

The tragic accident only illustrates the grim picture of where Thailand stands in terms of overall rail infrastructure. A 2019 review by the World Economic Forum ranked Thailand 75th of 144 countries for railroad infrastructure. Respondents rated the railways in their country on a scale from 1 (underdeveloped) to 7 (extensive and efficient by international standards). Thailand, which started developing its railway system about 130 years ago, scored 2.8 points. Japan topped the list with 6.8, followed by Hong Kong (6.5), Switzerland (6.4), South Korea (5.9) and Singapore (5.8).

After every accident, the government pledges to thot botrian -- to learn the lesson. Successive governments and transport ministers have pledged to improve safety by installing electronic signs. Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has floated the idea of building underpasses at high-risk crossings.

Such pledges will be just hot air. The idea of developing tunnels and underpasses at crossings has been around for several years. In reality, the SRT is bloated with debts. The agency has not been given enough budget to improve existing rail infrastructure.

Of course, Thailand has been keen to improve its rail network. Yet the priority has been investment in high-speed trains and pouring billions of baht into building the Bang Sue Grand Central.

The Anutin government must do better than promising the moon. First, the Ministry of Transport must come up with policies and budget commitments that enable the SRT to improve infrastructure and human resource development. Needless to say, the SRT governor owes the public an explanation and accountability for letting a driver without a licence -- and a record of drug use -- handle a cargo train.

Without accountability and real commitment, railway crossings will continue to be death traps.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3257194/a-toll-we-keep-paying



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									The economy after China summit								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: President Xi Jinping of China and US President Donald Trump with cheering children outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday. (Photo: NYT)]
											
																							
													President Xi Jinping of China and US President Donald Trump with cheering children outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday. (Photo: NYT)												

																					

									

																The optics of the summit between Donald Trump and Xi Jinping were carefully staged to signal parity between the US and China. Mr Trump, the first US president to visit mainland China in nearly a decade, was accompanied by an entourage of American CEOs -- including Tesla's Elon Musk, Apple's Tim Cook, Boeing's Kelly Ortberg and Nvidia's Jensen Huang -- whose businesses rely on maintaining good ties with China. They were duly given a grand welcome in the Great Hall of the People.
But the summit's (less photogenic) substance may matter more. If the meeting cements two outcomes -- a longer-lasting Sino-American trade truce and a path to reopening the Strait of Hormuz -- it will give the world economy something it has lacked for the past year and a half: a reduction in tail risks.

On the matter of trade, the October 2025 Busan agreement between the US and China did halt implementation of most of Mr Trump's punitive tariffs, with China agreeing to ease its rare-earth export controls. The economic implications of a summit-level agreement to extend this truce through 2027 would be difficult to overstate. China processes roughly 85% of the world's rare earths and over 90% of its rare-earth magnets -- inputs in every electric vehicle, wind turbine, F-35 fighter jet and Nvidia AI accelerator. A stable supply removes a binding constraint on multiple Western industries at once.

The likely winners are easy to identify. Boeing, starved of Chinese orders since 2019, may finally receive the type of headline-making aircraft purchase that Mr Trump can boast about back home. Apple would gain a more reliable supply of rare-earth magnets for everything from speakers to camera modules. Tesla would benefit from clearer rules for its Shanghai gigafactory, which now produces more than half of its global output. And American farmers would regain access to the Chinese soybean and grain import markets, which quietly redirected their orders to Brazil and Argentina.

For China, the most immediate benefit is greater predictability. The greatest costs incurred over the past year and a half came not from any particular US policy or statement by Mr Trump, but from the cloud of uncertainty that he has cast over the global economy. A stabilised regime would allow for companies around the world to resume normal corporate planning.

The second potential dividend concerns Hormuz. The International Energy Agency has described Iran's effective closure of the Strait as the largest supply disruption in the history of the global oil market. The global oil price is now about 50% higher than it was before the US-Israeli war on Iran began. Roughly 20% of seaborne oil and liquefied natural gas normally pass through the Strait, and in 2024, 84% of that crude went to Asia.

Thus, the pain has been unevenly distributed. Bangladesh faces what some analysts describe as recession-like conditions. Pakistan and Vietnam are rationing energy. Asian airlines have surcharged fares in response to higher fuel costs. And with over 30% of urea normally routed through Hormuz, fertiliser prices have raised food-security alarms from Cairo to Manila.

If the summit creates the conditions for a sustainable reopening of the Strait -- with China pressuring Iran as its largest oil customer, and the US lifting its counter-blockade of Iranian ports -- the global economy would regain roughly one-fifth of its hydrocarbon supply. The worst-hit emerging economies would benefit immediately from lower oil prices, fertiliser costs and shipping insurance premiums.

Still, three caveats are in order. First, China's relaxation of its rare-earth export controls will remain partial, in order not only to deter future US tariff escalations and export controls, but also actions by Europeans and others to support such US measures or introduce their own. To prevent others from building up large stockpiles, China will probably maintain sufficient rare-earth exports to support current use, but not strategic hoarding.

Second, whatever happens with Hormuz will rest on a ceasefire that has proved fragile. Iran has demonstrated that it can close Hormuz at will, and that knowledge will not be unlearned. Lastly, any bargain struck at the summit could be undone when Mr Trump returns to Washington.

In any case, the most important result of the summit may be one that the headlines miss. For a year and a half, corporate decision-making has assumed that the global trading system is progressively fragmenting. The costs of this calculation are evident everywhere, from the Chinese auto giant BYD's new plants in Thailand and Vietnam, to TSMC's US$165 billion commitment to a semiconductor fab in Arizona, Apple's shift of iPhone assembly to India, and the duplication of capacity across many other sectors.

Stable US-China economic ties would not reverse those decisions, but they would slow the next round of fragmentation. Firms that have been building two of everything could strike a better balance between efficiency and resilience.

Mr Trump's trip to China and Mr Xi's planned visit to the US in September will not end the era of strategic competition. But if these summits lower the probability of accidents or escalations, they will have done more for the world economy than the most recent summits have. In a year when so much has gone wrong, that is a welcome prospect. (c)2026 Project Synidicate 

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of Finance and Economics at Columbia Business School and Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs.
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									Will Myanmar's Asean gambit work?								
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																Unlike the other Asean members, Thailand must directly shoulder whatever fallout emerges from Myanmar's domestic developments. Bangkok has already endured and adapted to the new situation with its western neighbour. It has not been easy, as Thailand's own internal situation has not been entirely stable.
Bilateral ties, as well as relations with ethnic armed groups straddling the volatile border, have been subject to the same political uncertainty. Of late, new and unprecedented security challenges have surfaced, prompting Thailand to undertake serious soul-searching over its policies and measures towards Myanmar.

Now, with a majority government under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, Thai-Myanmar relations are being recalibrated more comprehensively, taking into account shifts both inside Myanmar and at the border.

The latest shake-up of the security apparatus, with the setting up of a "frontier cabinet" including key players, shows Mr Anutin's determination to tackle longstanding border intransigence holistically, with more sophisticated diplomacy as a pragmatic security tool.

In the short run, the government's top priority is to bring Myanmar back into the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) family after five years of absence. The question remains whether Nay Pyi Taw has done enough to warrant such support.

Differing viewpoints within the bloc surfaced during the 48th Asean Summit. Subsequently, there was also Myanmar's uncharacteristic outburst in response to Asean discussion critical of the bloc's continuing restrictions and interference. Nay Pyi Taw evidently lacks genuine self-reflection.

In Cebu, during the foreign ministers' meeting and later at the summit level, the Myanmar quagmire was widely discussed, especially the Thai proposal to recalibrate engagement with Nay Pyi Taw.

The idea had been in the making for some time, dating back to the first Anutin government early last year. Sihasak Phuangketkeow has consistently sought to keep engaging Myanmar by helping it reconnect through humanitarian assistance.

Now, the new military-backed government has been installed in Nay Pyi Taw after an election widely condemned by the international community.

Thailand, however, has quietly acknowledged the new government following Mr Sihasak's visit. He recently told the Daily News that Myanmar's election was not perfect, but that Thailand must move on with the current government because numerous challenges along the Thai-Myanmar border need immediate attention.

He reiterated that without Myanmar, Asean would not be as strong as before. However, if Myanmar becomes isolated, it could turn into an arena for superpower competition. Thailand believes that bringing Myanmar back into the fold will further strengthen Asean and reinforce its centrality.

This perception, however, clashes with the views of human rights and democracy groups, which argue that Asean's current Myanmar policy lacks teeth and moral authority. Since the coup, the military junta has killed 5,350 civilians according to the UN Human Rights Office, and forced 3.3 million people into internal displacement. Nearly a quarter have crossed the border into Thailand.

Thailand's quick acceptance of the post-election government in Myanmar reflects its desire to re-engage in order to protect its own interests, because border problems arise daily, ranging from online scams and narcotics trafficking to pollution and trade disruptions.

Worst of all, over the past five years, some areas adjacent to the Thai border have become lawless zones where transnational crime groups have taken over and run illegal businesses ranging from scam centres and narcotics to illegal logging and mining.

Currently, despite the volatile Thai-Cambodian border, the government is treating Thai-Myanmar issues as urgent matters, with more than 6 million Myanmar people taking refuge in Thailand. Only around 2.3 million have been legally registered and brought under the Thai social safety net.

Bangkok is hoping that Myanmar can gradually move toward national reconciliation. Thai officials have stressed that communication channels will remain open with both the government and ethnic minorities along the border.

Thailand has made clear that improved Asean ties with Myanmar are conditional. As the Asean chair has emphasised, Nay Pyi Taw needs to do more to implement the Five-Point Consensus. At the Cebu meeting, some Asean leaders felt Myanmar had made only "minimum progress" -- they want to see Nay Pyi Taw seriously implement the 5PC.

Mr Sihasak has called on his Asean colleagues to support an informal in-person meeting with the newly appointed Foreign Minister, Tin Maung Swe, on the sidelines of the Asean annual meeting in July. Asean has yet to decide whether the proposed in-person or virtual meeting will take place.

This could pose another diplomatic challenge, as Asean celebrates 35 years of engagement as a dialogue partner with Russia in Kazan from June 17-19. President Vladimir Putin has reportedly issued letters of invitation to all 11 member countries, including his Myanmar counterpart, Min Aung Hlaing. This could affect the participation of several Asean leaders.

At present, over half of the Asean members have not clearly indicated whether they are prepared to accept the election outcome. For the time being, Malaysia has emerged as the most prominent opponent of Nay Pyi Taw's reintegration. In Cebu, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim also said Asean was considering more "effective and aggressive" engagement with Myanmar guided by the 5PC.

Without full cooperation from Myanmar, Thailand's immediate challenges from transnational crime, human trafficking, narcotics and water pollution will remain difficult to manage, let alone resolve through joint mechanisms.

The Thai-Myanmar border remains the weakest link in Thailand's border security architecture. Truth be told, in recent months, some armed ethnic groups along the 2,401-kilometre frontier have become more assertive as Thai-Myanmar ties grow friendlier and more cooperative.

As such, Thailand is facing a new Catch-22 as Nay Pyi Taw seeks a clear-cut policy on engagement. Without inclusive dialogue involving the conflicting parties and other stakeholders, a political solution will remain elusive. Nay Pyi Taw has offered peace talks to all ethnic groups in conflict, with a July 31 deadline. So far, none of the resistance groups has come forward.

Only eight ethnic armed groups joined Myanmar's Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in 2015. Major armed groups such as the Kachin Independence Army and the United Wa State Army refused. Other smaller armed groups continue to battle the Tatmadaw, which has intensified aerial attacks to gain more territory and security leverage.

Bangkok has offered to facilitate peace talks among Myanmar's stakeholders. Several representatives of ethnic armed groups have expressed concern over their safety. It is pivotal that Thailand's proposal receives broader backing from fellow Asean members. Otherwise, its efforts to serve as a bridge between Asean and Nay Pyi Taw could unravel.

Before the bloc's upcoming foreign ministerial meeting, shuttle diplomacy will intensify among Asean members to sharpen the bloc's demands. Asean has persistently called on Myanmar to halt violence, allow more access for humanitarian assistance, release political prisoners and pursue inclusive dialogue. It would be a boon for Nay Pyi Taw if Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is under house arrest, were freed.

In his inaugural address to Myanmar's parliament after assuming the presidency in April 2026, Min Aung Hlaing publicly signalled that his government wanted to normalise ties with Asean and effectively return to the Asean fold. His wish will come to nought if he continues to play the familiar chess game of using the bloc to legitimise his regime.

The space for progress on Asean-Myanmar ties is narrowing. If Myanmar fails to resume its seat in the bloc under the Philippine chair, the prospect of reunion is doomed.
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																The recent public discussion surrounding allegations of sexual abuse within a family has reopened a difficult but necessary conversation about trauma, evidence and how society listens and responds.
This is a mental health and social commentary piece. This article does not determine the facts of any specific case, accuse any individual or replace the justice system. It asks a different question: when someone says they have carried pain for years, how can society listen without wounding or traumatising them again?

Serious allegations demand careful examination, but a harsh reality remains: many survivors feel they must produce something undeniable evidence before their pain is taken seriously at all.

When a voice recording, video clip or photograph suddenly surfaces, public opinion can shift abruptly, and doubt can instantly evaporate. Such evidence often brings relief, but it also exposes a tragic cultural paradox: society often trusts a digital file more than the human voice of a person describing harm.

This sudden shift suggests that scepticism is not always about a lack of plausibility. Sometimes, it reflects a refusal to validate a survivor until their pain is backed by a multimedia receipt.

For the survivor, this conditional validation is bittersweet. They are finally believed only because a lens, a microphone or a chat log caught what happened behind closed doors.

Conditioning our empathy on dramatic proof sets a dangerous standard. The vast majority of trauma cases will never have full evidence, perfect recordings, or neat paper trails.

Abuse thrives in secrecy. If we only believe survivors who possess a flawless digital trail, we abandon the overwhelming majority of them.

We must separate two entirely different responsibilities:

* The courtroom: To demand rigorous proof, maintain the presumption of innocence, and follow due process before passing a legal sentence.

* Society: To offer a safe space for human suffering, ensuring a person processing profound trauma is not mocked or destroyed while the facts are sorted out.

We must separate the legal trial from the human response. The high threshold of proof required to convict someone in a court of law must never be used as an excuse to deny basic dignity and safety to a human being in pain.

Society frequently demands a neat narrative of victimhood: immediate reporting, flawless memory and visible distress. But trauma is rarely neat.

A person may remember everything and still be paralysed by fear. The mind may bury a memory simply to survive.

Many survivors continue to achieve, work and smile -- not because they are unhurt, but because falling apart was never an option.

For many survivors, the event is not only in the past. It may still live in the body, in fear, in relationships, in dreams, in the way they love, in the way they trust, and in the way they see themselves.

Delayed disclosure should not automatically be treated as weakness in a story. Often, it is part of the story.

The societal and familial backlash that follows a disclosure can wound a survivor all over again. This "second wound" is inflicted by:

* Instinctive scepticism: Being cross-examined by the public as if the survivor is the one on trial until an external piece of media forces the world to look away from its doubt.

* Minimisation: Hearing phrases like, "Don't make this a big deal", or being asked to stay silent for the sake of appearances.

* Weaponised forgiveness: Pressure to forgive before the harm has even been acknowledged.

* Systemic blame: Being held responsible for "destroying the family".

Sometimes the deepest hurt is discovering that after finally finding the courage to speak, the world still chooses entertainment over empathy.

A mature society must hold two vital principles in tandem. They are not opposing forces; they belong together.

A humane response means disclosures should be treated with seriousness and respect. People who speak about trauma should not be mocked or shamed.

At the same time, a legal response requires thorough and fair investigation. The public should not declare guilt outside a court.

We can offer care without defaming others, and we can respect due process without acting with cruelty.

We can protect both humanity and fairness by changing how we speak online. Speaking carefully does not mean speaking coldly. It means choosing words that hold compassion without turning public discussion into judgment.

Mature and humane discourse, for instance, can sound like:

* "This is deeply painful to hear, and it should be taken seriously and investigated fairly."

* "It takes immense courage to speak about something so painful, especially when family is involved."

* "We can listen with compassion while allowing the facts to be examined properly."

Public discussion can break generational silences, but it can also turn human agony into content. When a recording drops, a photo leaks or the public narrative flips, we cannot treat it as a neat, happy ending to a trending story.

The proof is not the beginning of a survivor's truth; it is merely the moment the public catches up to a truth that may have been bleeding in silence for years.

A society that wants survivors to speak must first prove it can listen without devouring them.

Compassion is not carelessness, and careful speech is not silence. When a story takes years to be told, the absolute least we can do is ensure that our reaction doesn't make silence look safer than the truth.

Tulapawn Achananuparp is recipient of Master of Laws and Master of Arts in Counseling Psychology, Marriage and Family Therapy.
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									Cantonese with Champagne

									Mott 32 Bangkok debuts weekend dim sum on May 23
								

									Mott 32 Bangkok, The Standard, Bangkok Mahanakhon's modern Chinese restaurant, will launch the "Sip Sum, Dim Sum" weekend brunch on May 23, where diners can enjoy a five-course meal on top of all-you-can-eat dim sum. Go all out with an optional Veuve Clicquot Brut Yellow Label Champagne package to make the brunch a true indulgence. 
									What distinguishes the dim sum brunch is that the five-course meal has choices for starters, meats, vegetables, rice and noodles, and desserts. Not to mention, soup of the day. Each course comes with a choice of six to nine dishes, so you'll be quite spoilt, despite being able to order only one dish per course.

Besides the five dishes of your choice, you can indulge in the all-you-can-eat 19 types of dim sum. While 19, across steamed and fried, may not sound like a lot, you won't feel shortchanged given the quality of the dishes.  

[image: ]

From the steamed side, truffle fans should try translucent Wild mushroom har gaw that comes with an aromatic touch of the black fungus or the Soft quail egg shumai that also contains black truffle. Assorted seafood har gaw are luxurious parcels topped with caviar. You can choose either the Xiao long bao (the standard version) or The Standard version at Mott 32, or simply order both. The latter bursts with hot and sour soup that isn't scorching hot. The Szechuan-style minced pork jiaozi in chilli oil is aromatic and juicy.     

From the fried side, I recommend the Wagyu beef spring roll topped with creamy avocado and one can still taste the beef inside the crispy roll. The Shredded Peking duck spring roll delivers an audible crunch with every bite and has aromatic meat inside. If you prefer a lighter roll, go for the Crispy bean curd roll with prawn, which has juicy prawns wrapped inside skinny tofu skin, fried until golden.  

As for the five-course meal, you may want to kick off with the Cold chicken in truffle sauce or Fried squid in salt and pepper. Get your camera ready for the Smoked-with-apple-wood fish to capture the exact moment when the smoke escapes the cloche to reveal the tasty cod. Get healthier with the Poached fish fillet with a ginger and onion sauce. 

[image: ]

Wok-fried Hong Kong baby choy sum with garlic and Wok-fried baby cabbage with XO sauce are just right, not having the life cooked out of them.

[image: ]

If your choice of carbs is rice, then the Black truffle fried rice and Crab meat fried rice should do the trick. The slender rice grains are thoroughly coated in flavours and don't feel greasy. 

Instead of mango pudding as a dessert, Mott 32 serves Fresh mango and coconut in glutinous rice roll. For something sweet and light, try the Sweetened guava soup with sago pearls and ruby pomelo pulp for a slightly bitter contrast.  
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									New movies out this week: May 21-27

									Pedro Pascal stars with his heroine Sigourney Weaver in 'Star Wars: The Mandalorian And Grogu'
								

									Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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Possessed 

Directed by Kasidej Sundararjun.

Who's in it?

Eisaya Hosuwan, Chayanit Sornkaowthammang, Thanadol Buarabat and Nattawat Srirakij. 

What's it about? 

Nat, a rational young nurse from Bangkok, returns to her rural hometown to care for her recovering mother while awaiting a job visa abroad. During a night shift at the local hospital, she encounters Mac, a teenage boy rumoured to be possessed after a failed exorcism. Certain the case is psychological, Nat searches for proof--until Mac suddenly dies, and the same disturbing symptoms begin to appear in her own mother... and in Mac's closest friend, Kay. As fear closes in around her home, Nat is forced to confront events that defy logic. The unseen presence behind the possessions does not simply seek harm--it seems to crave belief itself. When the entity begins to draw closer, Nat is pulled into a terrifying confrontation that challenges everything she trusts about truth, faith, and reason.

Why watch it?

By combining these culturally rooted beliefs with the quiet, psychological tension of modern horror, the film presents a fresh and compelling experience.

[image: ]

Star Wars: The Mandalorian And Grogu

Directed by Jon Favreau.

Who's in it? 

Pedro Pascal, Martin Scorsese and Sigourney Weaver.

What's it about? 

Once a lone bounty hunter, Mandalorian Din Djarin and his apprentice Grogu embark on an exciting new Star Wars adventure.

Why watch it? 

At Star Wars Celebration Japan 2025, Favreau shared with IMDb that Sigourney Weaver's character is named Colonel Ward and she fought in the rebellion.

[image: ]

Passenger

Directed by Andre Ovredal.

Who's in it? 

Melissa Leo, Lou Llobell and Jacob Scipio.

What's it about? 

After a young couple witnesses a gruesome highway accident, they soon realise they did not leave the crash scene alone, as a demonic presence called the Passenger won't stop until it claims them both.

Why watch it? 

Some RV-related scenes were filmed in two locations in Washington state: at the Enumclaw Expo Center (February 2025) and in Grand Coulee (March 2025). Actual RV and campervan owners participated in the production with their RVs and as extras. For the Enumclaw festival shots, actual artisans and food vendors from the area displayed and sold items during the production.

[image: ]

Drishyam 3

Directed by Jeethu Joseph.

Who's in it?

Mohanlal, Asha Sharath and Meena.

What's it about?

Follows Georgekutty as his life unfolds four-and-a-half years after the events of the previous film.

Why watch it?

An Indian Malayalam-language crime thriller film.



Premieres on May 24

[image: ]

TXT Moa Con In Japan Live Viewing

Who's in it? 

HueningKai, Beomgyu, Yeonjun, Taehyun and Soobin of Tomorrow X Together.

What's it about? 

Experience the energy of the Nagoya concert, marking the start of the 2026 Txt Moa Con in Japan.

[image: ]

Manbiki Kazoku (Shoplifters)

Directed by Hirokazu Koreeda.

Who's in it?

Lily Franky, Sakura Ando and Kirin Kiki.

What's it about?

On the margins of Tokyo, a dysfunctional band of outsiders are united by loyalty, a penchant for petty theft and playful grifting. When the young son is arrested, secrets are exposed that upend their tenuous, below-the-radar existence.

Why watch it?

The original title of the film, "Manbiki Kazoku", literally translates as Shoplifting Family.
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									Tourists in Thailand plan for cuts to visa-free stays

									Backpackers say 60-day visa-free scheme gives them freedom and flexibility
								

									The backpackers on Khao San Road, the Bangkok thoroughfare beloved by budget travellers, are waking up this week with an extra headache: the government is preparing to shorten the length of visa-free stays.
									Near the Tha Tian pier, where tourists catch ferries to the landmark Wat Arun, Irishman Alex Brady said the forthcoming 30-day limit would have affected his plans a lot -- because he and his friends "initially came here with no plan at all".

Brady and his travel companions were visiting for about five weeks, and the flexibility of the current 60-day visa-free scheme allowed them to see more of Thailand at their leisure, the 24-year-old said.

The new limits -- announced on Tuesday for tourists from more than 90 countries in a bid to curb crime -- would "really restrict you in what you can see", said Brady.

After Bangkok, he and his group planned to get a bus and ferry to the diving hotspot of Koh Tao for about a week before travelling north to the mountains of Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai.

"If you're paying for an expensive flight ticket out here, you want to spend a good amount of time out here," said Brady, a digital engineer.

Tourism accounts for more than 10% of Thailand's GDP, but foreign arrivals are yet to return to their pre-pandemic highs.

The 60-day visa-free stay was introduced two years ago to encourage more visitors and for them to stay longer.

But a recent series of high-profile arrests of foreigners, including cases linked to drug offences, sex in public and foreigners operating businesses such as hotels and schools without proper permits, has sparked public backlash.

Now officials say they will limit how long visitors can stay on a country-by-country basis to try to prevent foreigners committing crimes.

Extended stays

Exactly how the new policy's reduced timing will prevent visa overstayers, public indecency and illegal businesses has not been disclosed, nor when the fresh rules will go into effect.

Tourists will still be able to renew 30-day visas once for an additional 30 days -- at the discretion of an immigration officer -- before needing to leave the country, officials said.

Visitors can make one "visa run" a year and stay for up to another 60 days, but would then need to leave again and could only return on a different visa status, such as a work, education or retirement visa.

Another traveller, Elin Ovrebo, director of a US university study abroad programme, said she has brought students to Thailand for 28-day trips almost every year for more than a decade -- and she likes to stay a week longer herself.

While the policy change may mean she would not do that in the future, "it won't stop me from coming", she said.

Visa runs

Sitting on a stool outside a Bangkok shopping mall, Anna Heindrich waited for a minibus for a lightning round trip to Laos to re-enter Thailand on a new stay.

At 80, the German does not fit the typical customer profile for services provided by the Bangkok Buddy agency, which charges 5,500 baht per client -- mostly younger backpackers.

But Heindrich has been in Thailand for three months and wants to stay two weeks longer.

"I spoke with the agency and it sounded easy on paper. Not necessarily very comfortable, but easy," she told AFP before setting off on a nearly 16-hour round trip.

Bangkok Buddy manager Tanya Chansuwan said the new visa rules could help her business, but may also complicate travel plans for tourists.

"It will be tougher for the clients, and some might choose to go somewhere else," she said.

"Vietnam, because it's cheaper."


	Related: 'Tourist tax' could be more than B300
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									Thai star Billkin graduates with UK master's degree

									
								

									Thai actor and singer Putthipong "Billkin" Assaratanakul has graduated with a master's degree in Entrepreneurship from the University College London School of Management.
									He received his degree at a ceremony held on May 20 at the Royal Festival Hall in London, attended by family and friends.

The graduation announcement prompted an outpouring of congratulations on social media, with fans praising his ability to balance a demanding entertainment career with graduate study abroad.

Billkin first studied marketing at Thammasat University's Faculty of Commerce and Accountancy before building a prominent career in the Thai entertainment industry.

His breakthrough came when he starred alongside PP Krit in the 2020 boys' love drama I Told Sunset About You.

He is best known internationally for his lead role in How to Make Millions Before Grandma Dies (2024), which became the highest-grossing Thai film that year and won the Audience Prize at the New York Asian Film Festival as well as the Best Actor prize from the Suphannahong National Film Awards.
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									'Late Show' host Stephen Colbert bowing out

									33-year US TV institution seen as a victim of Trump-era culture shift
								

									NEW YORK - "The Late Show" frontman Stephen Colbert will host the final edition of the 33-year-old US cultural institution on Thursday night, after it was cancelled by CBS as the network courted President Donald Trump.
									The show, which Colbert has hosted since 2015, was axed after he mocked the broadcaster for a $16-million settlement with Trump for allegedly "maliciously" editing an interview with his Democratic election rival Kamala Harris.

Colbert called it a "big fat bribe".

CBS has insisted the decision to cancel The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, the ratings leader in the time slot, was purely financial -- and that it was a coincidence the move came as CBS parent company Paramount lobbied for government approval of its $8.4-billion merger with Skydance Media.

Around that time CBS brought in Bari Weiss, a right-wing journalist without significant TV experience, to run its news division. Skydance media was founded by David Ellison, a Trump backer and son of Oracle tech billionaire Larry Ellison.

In the weeks leading to Thursday's curtain call, 62-year-old Colbert has at times cut a subdued figure, lacking some of his usual cheerful flair.

"Sometimes you only truly know how much you love something when you get a sense you might be losing it," Colbert said while accepting an Emmy award last year.

Colbert was clearly moved when he was joined in his studio by fellow late night hosts Jimmy Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel, Seth Meyers and John Oliver, who paid tribute in the penultimate week.

Kimmel was briefly taken off the air in September 2025 by his network ABC after complaints about a remark he made over the killing of conservative activist Charlie Kirk.

Trump has repeatedly attacked media and press freedom since returning to office, using lawsuits and regulatory threats to retaliate for unflattering news coverage and jokes.

The US president has long been a fierce critic of late-night talk show hosts and their jabs at him. Trump has called Colbert a "pathetic trainwreck" who should be "put to sleep".

One late night host who did not join the gathering of funnymen who pillory the US president night after night was Greg Gutfeld, host of Gutfeld! on Fox News -- the network popular with conservatives.

Asked in November about both the cancellation and Kimmel's suspension, Gutfeld said, "Why did it take so long?"

'Can't take a man's voice'

Colbert made his name playing a fictitious version of himself, embodying the type of conservative blowhard beloved by Fox News viewers -- and derided by the left.

He first played the sharp-suited but dim-witted character on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart before getting a spin-off, The Colbert Report.

Colbert ascended to the pinnacle of US late-night TV when he was named host of the CBS flagship, shedding the character and employing his own voice.

In the weeks leading to Thursday, Colbert auctioned off a raft of props and costumes featured on the show, as well as pieces of set including a giant illuminated sign. Proceeds will go to World Central Kitchen.

Colbert has been coy about his next steps but announced he will be a writer on a forthcoming Lord of the Rings movie -- as well as lying down and taking a breather.

Details of the last broadcast were scant, with show insiders tight-lipped when contacted by AFP.

One guest has eluded Colbert: the pope. The host, a devout Catholic, has called the pontiff his "white whale".

While an impromptu trip to New York seems unlikely, Pope Leo XIV's public schedule is clear on May 21.

Colbert's fellow late-night hosts were all due to air re-runs Thursday out of respect for Colbert's swansong.

And the theme of the after-party? "Fired and festive!"

Ahead of the final show, Colbert brought back former Late Show host David Letterman who steered the ship from 1993 until 2015.

The pair ascended to the roof of the show's Ed Sullivan Theater to throw furniture at a giant logo of CBS, describing it as "wanton destruction of CBS property".

"You can take a man's show," said Letterman. "You can't take a man's voice."
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									TK Park to screen Laapataa Ladies

									
								

									TK Park is screening Laapataa Ladies (The Lost Ladies) as part of the 2026 Contemporary World Film Series, at its Auditorium, 8th floor of CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road, on Sunday May 24 at 4pm.
									This is one of the most talked-about indie films from India. It tells an amusing, thought-provoking tale of two brides who are accidentally swapped and end up with the wrong bridegrooms, delivering plenty of laughter and entertainment.

Beneath the humour, however, lies a strong message about how the physical ghoonghat, or bridal veil, can conceal the bride's emotions and intellectual motivations. At its heart, this is a woman's story, weaving multiple narratives through two "lost ladies" who are vastly different from each other.

Phool, the soft-spoken, seemingly helpless bride, gradually learns to become self-reliant. Pushpa, the strong-minded, independent bride, discovers the value of family love and support. The two bridegrooms too, have lessons to learn, as also the loud, outspoken police constable who judges their cases.

Laapataa Ladies is the second film by acclaimed indie filmmaker Kiran Rao, produced by Indian superstar Aamir Khan. Featuring a marvellous ensemble cast with many new faces, the film made waves internationally, winning awards at festivals around the world and being selected as India's Oscar-nominated entry.

The film lasts for two hours and comes with English subtitles. Appearing as a special guest at the screening will be Thai actress and singer Ann Mitchai, a great lover of Indian cinema. There will be a reception of Indian food after the screening.

Tickets cost 20 baht (free for TK Park members). Seats are limited.

For reservations, email filmforum17@gmail.com.
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									Run with Pride 2026 next month

									
								

									In celebration of Pride Month in June, One Bangkok on Rama IV Road is holding "One Bangkok One Pride One Run 2026" on June 7 at 4am.
									A collaboration with the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and various partners, the running event is dedicated to embodying the core belief that "everyone is a source of pride, whereby every step taken is an expression of unique and equal identity" whilst fostering a vibrant, colourful community within the city's expansive green spaces.

Participants can choose from two distances. The 5km route begins at One Bangkok Park, winds around Lumpini Park and finishes back at One Bangkok Park.

The 10km race also starts at One Bangkok Park before runners will traverse the Green Bridge connecting to Benjakitti Park and return to the finish line at One Bangkok Park.

All registered participants will receive a stylish race pack, comprising a specially designed running shirt, sweatband and bag, along with many special prizes from One Bangkok.

Meet a surprising line-up of superstars and celebrities, as well as influencers from both the health and lifestyle sectors, who are set to ensure excitement and inspiration throughout the day.

Expert-led warm-up and cool-down sessions will be provided by professionals from Jetts Black. Upon completing the course, runners can enjoy an exhilarating party with delights from famous food and beverage vendors and live music from DJ Rhunrun.

They will also receive a 200-baht voucher to use for purchases at stores within Parade and The Storeys. Furthermore, there will be an awards ceremony to recognise overall winners and those with the best costumes that prominently reflect the spirit of "One Pride, One Run".

The fee is 750 baht for the 5km race and 900 baht for the 10km.

Visit race.thai.run/onebangkokoneprideonerun.
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									Centara Hotels & Resorts lauded for ESG principles

									
								

									Centara Hotels & Resorts has been recognised among the country's leading groups in the latest Brand Finance Sustainability Perceptions Index 2026. The recognition reinforces Centara's growing reputation as a hospitality leader that integrates environmental, social and governance (ESG) principles into both its operations and guest experience.
									The report highlights organisations that are perceived to manage sustainability effectively, reflecting not only corporate commitments but also how these efforts are understood and valued by consumers. For Centara, this recognition signals a meaningful alignment between long-term ESG strategy and evolving guest expectations.

This year, Centara nets strong results across all ESG categories. In environmental sustainability, Centara has the third-highest perceptions among Thai hotel brands and sits in the Top 5 among all Thai brands researched. In social and governance sustainability, Centara is the second-highest perceived Thai hotel brand. Centara holds the second-highest governance perceptions of all Thai brands researched.

"Centara's performance in the Brand Finance Sustainability Perceptions Index 2026 reflects how effectively the brand is aligning its ESG commitments with what guests increasingly expect from modern hospitality. In a sector where sustainability continues to grow as a key driver of reputation and choice, Centara stands out for making responsible practices visible and meaningful across its guest experience," said Alex Haigh, managing director Asia Pacific, Brand Finance.

[image: The Rooftop Farm at Centara Grand and Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld.]
The Rooftop Farm at Centara Grand and Bangkok Convention Centre at CentralWorld.



[image: The P-O-P Fish, a plastic waste collection installation for hotel properties.]
The P-O-P Fish, a plastic waste collection installation for hotel properties.
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									Support for creative industry workers planned

									Long-standing problems include contracts, unpaid wages and excessive working hours
								

									Labour Minister Julapun Amornvivat has declared his support for a campaign to improve rights protection and welfare standards for workers in Thailand's creative industries.
									The ministry is ready to step in and help address long-standing problems including unfair employment contracts, unpaid wages and excessive working hours, he said on Wednesday after a meeting with three creative industry associations.

The meeting was attended by representatives from the Thai On-Screen Actors Association, the Thai Film Directors Association and the Thai Studio Industry Promotion Association, who discussed cooperation with the ministry to improve the quality of life for workers in the creative sector.

Mr Julapun said many people tend to associate the entertainment industry with leading actors and celebrities, overlooking the large number of behind-the-scenes workers.

"These include extras, production crews, photographers and lighting technicians," he said.

"I agree that these workers must receive proper protection, decent working conditions and access to basic welfare."

He said a new working group would spearhead a broader effort between the government and industry representatives to develop a fairer employment system for creative workers.

Regarding working hours, Mr Julapun said more discussions were needed to determine appropriate standards that balance labour protection with the nature of production work in the entertainment industry.

The meeting also discussed raising professional standards and issuing certificates for the creative industry. Details are still being reviewed.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 20-26

									8 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Netflix and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Maximum Pleasure Guaranteed

Premieres on May 20

A dark comedy-thriller about Paula, a recently single mother who gets entangled with blackmail and (possibly) murder while also fighting her ex for custody.



HBO / HBO MAX

[image: ]

The Bride!

Premieres on May 22

A lonely "Frank" travels to 1930s Chicago to ask groundbreaking scientist Dr. Euphronious to create a companion for him. The two revive a murdered young woman and The Bride is born. What ensues is beyond what either of them imagined: Murder! Possession! A radical cultural movement! And outlaw lovers in a wild and combustible romance!

[image: ]

Fifties Professionals

Premieres on May 22

The 12-episode series follows three ordinary middle-aged men -- formerly a top intelligence agent, an elite operative and a prominent underworld figure -- who are thrust back into action when their paths collide. As their past catches up, an intense battle erupts, forcing them to weigh their loyalties and restore their reputations.

[image: ]

Rick And Morty: Season 9

Premieres on May 25 

Ten episodes featuring high-concept sci-fi and Space Beth and continues the show's tradition of chaotic, multiversal adventures, with trailers highlighting dangerous, broken realities.



FOOD NETWORK

[image: ]

Baking Championship: Next Gen

Premieres on May 20

Follows 12 teams of siblings between the ages of eight and 14 who compete in pastry challenges to win US$25,000 and become the next generation of Baking Champions.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Tom Clancy's Jack Ryan: Ghost War 

Premieres on May 20

In this new film, Jack Ryan is reluctantly thrust back into the world of espionage when an international covert mission unravels a deadly conspiracy, forcing him to confront a rogue black-ops unit, and the clock is ticking. Operating in real time with lives on the line and the threat escalating at every turn, Jack reunites with battle-tested CIA operative Mike November and former CIA boss James Greer, their combined experience the only edge they have against an enemy who knows their every move. Backed by an unlikely new partner -- razor-sharp MI6 officer Emma Marlowe -- Jack and the team navigate a treacherous web of betrayal, facing a past they thought was long put to rest -- making this the most personal, high-stakes mission any of them has ever faced.



NETFLIX 

[image: ]

Ladies First

Premieres on May 22

A ladies' man finds his life upended when he wakes up in a parallel world dominated by women. With the rules of engagement changed, he goes head-to-head with a fiery female colleague in a playful satire about what happens when the script is flipped.

[image: ]

Jae-seok's B&B Rules!

Premieres on May 26

The guest is king -- but so is the host! Yu Jae-seok opens his first B&B, where he runs things his way and treats guests to his signature games.
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