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Trump's allies are already lining up to apply to his $1.8 billion fund
Jan. 6 rioters, George Santos, Mark McCloskey and Rod Blagojevich: A wide range of figures are eyeing the president's new settlement fund.

President Donald Trump departs from the White House on Feb. 13. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Meryl Kornfield | 2026-05-21
Mark McCloskey is eagerly waiting for details to emerge on how to apply for the Trump administration's new $1.8 billion settlement fund, both for himself and for the Jan. 6 rioters he represents as a lawyer. "Everybody's very excited about it," McCloskey said. "It's the first ray of light we've seen in a long time."
McCloskey gained national notoriety in 2020, after viral videos showed him and his wife standing outside their St. Louis home, pointing guns at demonstrators protesting racial injustice. The next year, the couple pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges. Even though he was pardoned by the Missouri governor, McCloskey said his reputation was damaged; Google results describe him as "former personal injury lawyer" even though he still practices, so he is considering applying for the "anti-weaponization fund."
Since that incident in 2020, one of his legal causes has been aiding people prosecuted for their actions during the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. Last year, he said he advocated for a fund to support those charged, meeting with Justice Department officials to make the case for compensation similar to that given to the families of the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
McCloskey and other pro-Trump attorneys say they are awaiting key information about the fund from the administration, including who will be eligible, how much money each claimant can receive and who will be in charge of disbursing the cash.
As for who might be compensated, Vice President JD Vance told reporters on Tuesday that "anybody can apply for it," including Democrats.
The fund is widely expected to go toward people charged in the Jan. 6 attack, those who say they were wrongly prosecuted by the Biden administration and those who tried to help President Donald Trump overturn the results of the 2020 election. Lawyers for those Trump supporters have said their clients are interested in making claims.
Former Republican congressman George Santos, who had his sentence for identity theft and wire fraud commuted by Trump last year, said Wednesday that he was considering applying for the fund but that he wasn't seeking compensation. He said he wanted an apology from the government for what he alleged was selective prosecution.
"It's not a monetary issue for me. I'm not injured. I'm able to maintain income," Santos said. "I want to correct the record. I think it's a great avenue to do so."
Former Illinois governor Rod Blagojevich, who was pardoned by Trump after he was convicted for trying to sell President Barack Obama's vacant Senate seat in 2011, said he hasn't yet considered whether he might apply for the fund. But he said he believes more needs to be done to hold accountable the prosecutors who brought the case against him, whom he described as the "liars and the dirty, dirty cheats of the world, to quote Taylor Swift."
"'Til I die, I'm not going to stop seeking vindication," he said. "If this is the vehicle, I haven't given it much thought."
Peter Ticktin, a Florida-based attorney, said he is in touch with hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and expects many to seek compensation. He said that could include people such as Andrew Taake, who is suing the federal government, alleging that he was mistreated during his detention after the Capitol attack and wrongly injected with estrogen while he was held in prison.
Taake went to the Capitol in 2021, while on pretrial release for a child solicitation case in Texas. A police officer accused him of attacking officers with bear spray when the crowd rushed past a police barricade. After he was released from prison following Trump's pardon last year, Taake pleaded guilty to a second-degree felony in relation to his previous charges but served no additional time in prison, although he registered as a sex offender as part of the deal. 
On Tuesday, acting attorney general Todd Blanche was asked by Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) during congressional testimony whether he would commit to rules preventing certain offenders from being eligible, describing the case of Andrew Paul Johnson, who was sentenced to life in prison for child molestation after he was pardoned for Jan. 6 offenses. He was accused of telling children that he would give them a share of the restitution he expected to earn after his Jan. 6 conviction.
Blanche did not directly say whether he would commit to such a rule and disputed the basis of the question, saying no fund existed at the time of Johnson's claims.
Ticktin also represents Tina Peters, a former Republican county clerk in Colorado who was convicted for her role in a scheme to breach the security of election equipment in an effort to find evidence that the 2020 election was stolen. Trump said he pardoned Peters -- a symbolic gesture since she was convicted of state crimes, rather than federal crimes -- and following the president's declaration, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis granted her clemency. 
Vance suggested on Tuesday that Peters might be among those eligible for the fund, even though her prosecution was brought by the state and not the federal government. 
Ticktin said he wasn't sure what the vice president had in mind, but that he would be seeking more information and expected the fund could help other former Trump aides who sought to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, including Roger Stone, Peter Navarro and Mark Meadows.
"This was magnanimous of the president to make sure the money that would go to his wallet will go to American patriots," Ticktin said.
Yvonne St Cyr, who crawled through a Senate office window to enter the Capitol on Jan. 6, was sentenced to 21/2 years in prison and ordered to pay thousands of dollars in restitution and fines before Trump pardoned her last year. She said in an interview that the money is hers, and that she will be seeking compensation through the fund since she has been banned from driving for Lyft or using Airbnb. 
Family friends criticized her, and she lost her marriage when she went to prison, she said, adding that the real vindication will only happen when the media and banks collapse and the administration finally proves the 2020 election was stolen.
"I hope I get $10 million but the dollar collapses like it should," she said.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Trump demands Senate fire parliamentarian who ruled against ballroom funding plan
The demand comes as Senate Republican leaders wrestle with whether to include money for the controversial project in a bill that funds immigration agencies.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters at the construction site for the proposed White House ballroom. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Isaac Arnsdorf, Jarrell Dillard | 2026-05-20
President Donald Trump for the first time called for the firing of the Senate's parliamentarian, days after she rejected a Republican attempt to include money related to his proposed White House ballroom in a bill that funds immigration enforcement agencies. 
The parliamentarian is a nonpartisan official who advises on Senate procedures. Lawyer Elizabeth MacDonough has served in the role since 2012, appointed by then-Majority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-Nevada) after 13 years as an assistant in the office. 
Trump's demand on Wednesday for her ouster did not mention the ballroom or other specific objections, but he accused her of bias. 
On Saturday MacDonough determined Senate Republicans' plan for including $1 billion for security around the East Wing construction project and other Secret Service priorities in the immigration bill did not comply with the chamber's rules as written. Republicans revised their proposal and were awaiting a new decision on Wednesday.
"Over the years, she has been brutal to Republicans, but not so to the Dumocrats -- So why has she not been replaced?" Trump said on social media, using a pejorative for the opposition party. "Get smart and tough Republicans, or you'll all be looking for a job much sooner than you thought possible!"
The White House declined to elaborate on Trump's post. MacDonough did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Trump also urged Republicans to eliminate the filibuster to pass his voter ID bill, which they have so far declined to do. He said the party's future depended on firing the parliamentarian or reducing the Senate's 60-vote threshold.
"If we don't pass at least one of these two provisions quickly, you will never see another Republican President again," he said.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has resisted Trump's repeated calls to end the filibuster. The immigration enforcement bill that Republicans have wanted to use as a vehicle for the ballroom funding will be considered under an expedited procedure called reconciliation that requires only a simple majority for passage. But a rule named after former senator Robert C. Byrd (D-West Virginia) restricts that fast-track to budget items.
Asked about Trump's demand, Thune told reporters that he hadn't seen what Trump said but had heard about it.
"There may be some issues related to the parliamentarian, but most of the issues we have here are votes," he said, alluding to the fact that some Republican senators oppose including the ballroom money in the bill.
Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) said he did not think Senate Republicans had the votes to include security funding for Trump's ballroom and the Secret Service in the bill even if the parliamentarian allowed it.
"This one is not the parliamentarian's fault is my understanding," Kennedy told reporters. "It's the votes aren't there, plainly and simply."
Last year, some Republicans called for MacDonough's firing after she struck some provisions from Trump's signature domestic policy package. At that time, Trump did not join them.
"The parliamentarian's been a little difficult, and I would say that I disagree with the parliamentarian on some things, and on other ways she's been fine, but we'll have to see," Trump said at a White House press briefing last June.
Senate parliamentarians can be overruled by the chamber's presiding officer or a majority vote. They have been replaced in the past by majority leaders of both parties, according to the Bipartisan Policy Center. 
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At Coast Guard commencement, Trump tells grads to lead 'national resurgence'
The president linked the force's mission to his own priorities, domestically and in Iran, in an address at the military academy in Connecticut.

President Donald Trump arrives at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy commencement cereemony Wednesday in New London, Connecticut. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2026-05-20
NEW LONDON, Conn. -- Addressing a graduating class entering military service during a period of intensifying global instability, President Donald Trump told newly commissioned Coast Guard officers Wednesday that they would play a key role in both defending the homeland and advancing what he called America's "national resurgence."
"Every branch of our armed forces protects American lives, but the Coast Guard is the only service explicitly dedicated to saving them," Trump said during the commencement ceremony at the United States Coast Guard Academy. "You never leave an American behind, and you never would." 
Trump framed the Coast Guard's mission as central to several of his administration's domestic priorities, including border enforcement, combating drug trafficking and cracking down on illegal immigration.
And in the tradition of commencement speeches, he offered advice to the graduates that reflected his own life.
"Wherever the duty call, whatever danger comes your way, you will fight, fight, fight, and you will win, win, win," Trump said. 
"Never stop pushing forward," he told the graduates. "Never surrender, keep fighting, keep going." 

Newly commissioned officers toss their caps during the commencement ceremony Wedneday. (Joseph Prezioso/AFP/Getty Images)


Trump briefly mentioned the war with Iran, now in its 12th week, praising the Coast Guard's role in helping to enforce the U.S. blockade on Iranian ports and suggesting, as he has often done throughout the conflict, that it will soon end either through military action or a negotiated agreement.
"The only question is: Are we going to go in and finish it up, or are they going to be signing a document?" Trump said. Later in the address, he vowed that the United States would "not let Iran have a nuclear weapon." 
Trump's address to newly emerging members of the military comes at a fraught moment, as the United States is in its third month of conflict with Iran, and it remains unclear whether a fragile ceasefire will hold. On Monday, Trump said he had called off planned U.S. strikes on Iran after leaders from three Middle Eastern countries urged him to allow more time for negotiations.
The decision marked the latest abrupt shift from Trump since the United States and Israel launched attacks on Iran on Feb. 28.
U.S. forces continue to enforce the blockade against Iranian vessels to pressure Iran to reach a settlement acceptable to the United States.
At the same time, the Justice Department is preparing to seek an indictment against former Cuban president Raul Castro -- a move that has intensified tensions with the communist-run island just 90 miles from the U.S. mainland. 
Trump's address to Coast Guard cadets follows the long-standing tradition of presidents speaking at military academy graduations. It will be the only service academy commencement he attends this year. Vice President JD Vance, a Marine Corps veteran who served in Iraq, is scheduled to deliver next week's commencement address at the United States Air Force Academy.
Trump has often used military academy speeches not only to congratulate graduates but to project broader political and geopolitical themes.
Last year, he used a commencement speech at the United States Military Academy to highlight sweeping cultural and policy changes underway in the military during his second term. By the time of the speech, the administration had moved aggressively to dismantle diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives at West Point, including eliminating affinity clubs for women and minority students, and directing faculty to remove terms such as "systemic racism" and "feminist" from some course materials and syllabi.
In his first term, Trump's 2017 commencement address at the Coast Guard Academy became nationally notable after he used the speech to lament his treatment by the media and political establishment.
That address came at a moment early in Trump's first term as Washington was consumed by investigations into Russian election interference and possible ties between Trump associates and Moscow. Just days earlier, the Justice Department had appointed special counsel Robert S. Mueller III to oversee the probe following Trump's firing of FBI director James B. Comey.
"Look at the way I've been treated lately -- especially by the media," Trump told cadets at the time. "No politician in history, and I say this with great surety, has been treated worse." 
On Wednesday, he took a more subdued tone, praising the Coast Guard and linking its goals with his own aims. He lauded the service's role in the mission to capture Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and stopping the influx of narcotics into the United States. 
"I'm telling you, the Coast Guard has always been good, but you've stepped it up even beyond that," he said. 
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In Georgia, Senate GOP primary heads to runoff where electability is top issue
Georgia was among six states where voters participated in primaries Tuesday. Its Senate race is among a handful that could determine party control next year.

Rep. Mike Collins (R-Georgia), who is running for Senate, meets with supporters at a Tuesday primary night event in Jackson. (Jason Allen/Getty Images)


By Liz Goodwin | 2026-05-20
Georgia's Republican Senate primary is headed to a runoff, delaying a resolution in the marquee race that could determine control of the Senate. Georgia voters were among those in six states that cast ballots in primary elections on Tuesday.  
Rep. Mike Collins and ex-football coach Derek Dooley advanced in the Republican primary to face Democratic incumbent Jon Ossoff in the fall, the AP projects. They will compete in a runoff on June 16, extending their acrimonious rivalry that threatens to divide the GOP. 
Three Republicans battled each other to face Ossoff in the purple state thought to be the GOP's best opportunity to pick up a Senate seat in a year in which the party faces fierce headwinds. Ossoff, a 39-year-old Democrat, has amassed a large war chest while Collins, Dooley and Rep. Buddy Carter spent months attacking each other at town halls and on the airwaves. 
With most votes counted late Tuesday night, Collins led with a plurality of the vote, while Dooley edged out Carter to secure the second spot in the runoff. 
The swing state has frustrated Republicans in recent years. Democrats upended nearly two decades of GOP rule to turn the state's two Senate seats blue in 2021. 

Republican Senate candidate Derek Dooley speaks at a May 8 campaign stop in Madison, Georgia as Gov. Brian Kemp and his wife Marty look on. (Arvin Temkar/AP)


One of Georgia's most popular Republicans, Gov. Brian Kemp, has argued for months that only his protege, the political novice Dooley, has a shot of winning back the Senate seat for Republicans, because he can appeal to more moderate and independent voters. Dooley performed strongly with GOP voters in the suburbs of Atlanta on Tuesday, but he trailed Collins significantly in much of the rest of the state. Carter led the pack in his southeast Georgia home district.
Collins, a MAGA warrior with a prolific and controversial social media presence, has said he believes he can win both the state's moderate conservatives in the Atlanta suburbs as well as Trump's ruby red base. 
Trump has so far declined to endorse in the primary, but has previously heaped praise on Collins. Republicans are watching to see whether Trump decides to wade into the runoff, as he did Tuesday when he endorsed Ken Paxton in the Texas GOP Senate primary against incumbent Sen. John Cornyn. 
Dooley has portrayed Collins as scandal-plagued because he faces an ethics investigation over allegations that his then-chief of staff misused taxpayer money to pay a friend. In January, the House Ethics Committee announced it was reviewing a complaint detailing the alleged abuse of funds, which Collins's office has denied.  
Kemp appeared with Dooley on the campaign trail and in his advertising. A Kemp affiliated super PAC, Hardworking Americans Inc., spent or reserved nearly $2 million in ads supporting Dooley, according to data from AdImpact.
Kemp chose Dooley, his childhood best friend's brother, despite his absence from Georgia for decades while he coached football out of state. His rivals also attacked Dooley for not voting in recent elections, including in 2016 and 2020, when Trump was on the ballot.
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The Trump paradox: What's good for him is weighing down his party
The president has created a party that is loyal to him, even when he takes executive actions that anger the broader public. That dynamic leaves him weaker with those outside his base.

President Donald Trump walks on the White House South Lawn on Friday after arriving on Marine One. (Eric Lee/Pool/For The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-05-20
President Donald Trump doesn't believe in a political law of gravity.
The more his standing sinks with the country at large -- a host of polls show it near its lowest ever -- the more he bends the Republican Party to his will and endangers the obeisant GOP's prospects in the fall with unpopular and even brazen actions.
The result is a president historically strong at demanding political fealty within his party but prone to executive actions that alienate the broader public. That paradox has fostered a disinclination -- and weakened ability -- to act with Congress on issues that matter most to voters, a cycle that Trump is unwilling, or unable, to break. 
On Tuesday, Trump bagged the trophy he had coveted more than any other, the ouster of libertarian Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky). The eight-term congressman is the president's most prominent GOP critic in the House and led the charge, resisted by Trump until he realized he couldn't stop it, to release the government's files on convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. 
Massie was trounced in his primary by a heretofore political unknown, former Navy SEAL Ed Gallrein, handpicked by Trump and funded with tens of millions of dollars from his allied organizations.
Massie's defeat followed by three days the loss by Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana), whom the president had deemed "very disloyal." Cassidy had voted to convict in Trump's second impeachment trial in the Senate five years ago over the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Though the senator had endeavored, often awkwardly, to mend his relationship with the president, Cassidy didn't even make the runoff.
Earlier this month, Trump's retribution tour swept through Indiana, where Republican voters heeded his call and swept out five of the seven state senators he had targeted for having resisted his demand that they redraw congressional district lines in the state. (One race, in which the candidates are two votes apart in the latest count, has yet to be decided.)
The president flexed his muscle again Tuesday, by endorsing Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton over incumbent John Cornyn in Tuesday's GOP Senate primary runoff in the Lone Star State. The move dismayed many Republicans on Capitol Hill, because Cornyn had been seen as a far stronger general-election candidate; if Paxton wins, Republicans probably will have to invest hundreds of millions -- money that might be needed to shore up candidates elsewhere -- to get their candidate over the finish line in a deeply red state.
But as is often the case, Trump made clear this decision was personal, not tactical or policy-driven. Cornyn had occasionally been critical of Trump in the past, though he had recently been doing his best to ingratiate himself, including by recently introducing legislation to name one of the longest highways in the country after the president.
It was to no avail. "John Cornyn is a good man, and I worked well with him, but he was not supportive of me when times were tough," Trump wrote in his statement on social media endorsing Paxton.
"I think MAGA's never been more together, actually," Trump told reporters Tuesday. But it will take no small amount of support from the rest of the electorate for Republicans to maintain their hold on Congress in the fall election, in which the president sees his own political survival at stake.
"You got to win the midterms because if we don't win the midterms, it's just going to be -- I mean, they'll find a reason to impeach me. I'll get impeached," he told House Republicans at a retreat in January.
But right now, the biggest drag on the party's ability to retain its slim majorities in the House and the Senate is Trump. A New York Times/Siena poll out Monday was only the latest in which the public strongly disapproved of the war that Trump launched in Iran and his handling of the cost of living. Even on immigration, his strongest issue, the president was underwater by 15 points.
Trump's approval among crucial independents cratered to 26 percent in the poll, with 47 percent saying his policies had hurt them, up from 41 percent in the fall. And the poll figure probably most alarming to Republicans is that Democrats were found to be more enthusiastic about voting this year and hold an 11-point edge on the hypothetical question of which party voters would cast a ballot for were the election held today.
Meanwhile, even Republicans have been unsettled by some of Trump's recent eyebrow-raising actions, including the settlement reached with the IRS over the $10 billion lawsuit he filed early this year over the leak of his tax returns. 
The agreement sets up a $1.8 billion, taxpayer-paid compensation fund for those who claim, as Trump does, that they have been victims of a politicized justice system. Beneficiaries presumably would include people who were charged with committing violent actions during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters seeking to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election that he lost.
"Not a big fan," Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters Tuesday when asked about the fund. 
Democrats were blunter.
"This is corruption that has never been more blatant or more widespread," Sen. Patty Murray (D-Washington) said during a hearing featuring acting attorney general Todd Blanche. "But what is happening is that you write the check, Trump and his cronies cash it. American taxpayers -- who are already being whacked with high prices -- are going to foot the bill."
Under the settlement, Trump and his sons are prohibited from personally collecting money from the so-called "anti-weaponization" fund, but the IRS would also be "forever barred and precluded" from pursuing unpaid tax claims against Trump, members of his family or his businesses that arose before the settlement was reached.
As aggressive as Trump has been with his unilateral actions, his political weakness has lessened his leverage when it comes to getting things done through the legislative branch, where much of his agenda is stalled.
Neither Thune nor House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has embraced Trump's call to suspend the gas tax, and the Senate has resisted his call to end the filibuster, in part so it can pass his high-priority Save America Act, which includes a provision that would require that people prove their citizenship to register to vote. Trump claims the bill is necessary for election security, but opponents say it would lead to voter suppression.
A more recent irritant to Trump is the Senate parliamentarian's refusal to allow hundreds of millions to pay for the security aspects of his highly unpopular White House ballroom project to be tucked into a bill under consideration that would fund immigration enforcement.
For Trump, there may also be a dark cloud to go with the golden lining of defeats he has dealt to Republican incumbents. They are all going to be around until January and presumably less cowed by him.
On Tuesday, fresh off his primary loss, Cassidy committed an act of defiance in voting for the first time to advance a resolution to block Trump from ordering further strikes on Iran.
"In Louisiana, I've heard from people, including President Trump's supporters, who are concerned about this war," Cassidy said in a statement. 
In an interview in February, Massie had told The Washington Post, "I have some colleagues that are just waiting to get past their primaries to develop a little more of an independent voice." 
Given how things are going, that might be what they have to do for the sake of their own survival.
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Obituaries
Barney Frank, influential congressman and gay rights hero, dies at 86
The Massachusetts Democrat led a sweeping overhaul of the financial industry and was one of the first openly gay members of Congress.

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Massachusetts), with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California), speaks on Capitol Hill about the financial crisis in 2008. (Dominic Bracco II/The Washington Post)


By Emily Langer | 2026-05-20
Barney Frank, a Massachusetts Democrat who brought his sharp intellect and irrepressible wit to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he led a sweeping overhaul of the financial industry after the Great Recession and advanced gay rights as one of the first openly gay congressmen in history, died May 19 at his home in Ogunquit, Maine. He was 86.
His death was confirmed by his sister Doris Breay. Mr. Frank revealed last month that he had entered hospice care for congestive heart failure. Interviewed by Politico, he said he was preparing to release a book that was critical of his party's left wing, which he blamed for alienating moderates. 
Progressive Democrats have "embraced an agenda that goes beyond what's politically acceptable," he said. "Until we separate ourselves from that agenda, we don't win."
Mr. Frank was a singular presence in the chambers and cloakrooms of Congress, where he served for 16 terms beginning in 1981, representing the Boston suburbs of Brookline and Newton. A self-described "left-handed gay Jew," he said he "never felt, automatically, a member of any majority."
He traced his interest in politics to two formative events of his youth: the anti-communist witch hunts led by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R-Wisconsin) and the lynching of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old African American who was almost exactly Mr. Frank's age when he was killed in Mississippi in 1955 for allegedly flirting with a White woman. In politics, he said, he saw a way to bring about change.
After pumping gas at his father's Jersey City truck stop, Mr. Frank won admission to Harvard University, where he studied government. In an era of pervasive antisemitism and homophobia, he long regarded public office as beyond his reach.
He concealed his sexual orientation as he made his way from Boston's City Hall, where he served as chief of staff to Mayor Kevin H. White in the late 1960s and early 1970s, to the Massachusetts House of Representatives and then to Washington. Not until 1987, when his congressional seat was safe, did he come out publicly.
With his rumpled suits and rapid-fire manner of speech that blared his "New Joisey" upbringing, he little resembled the prototypical "gentleman from Massachusetts" conjured by the parliamentary honorific.
But by the end of his 32-year congressional career, Mr. Frank was regarded as an institution in the House, his name forever attached to the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act of 2010, the most significant piece of legislation governing the financial industry since the Great Depression.
"He is one of the great legislators of the Congress, certainly of his generation and ranking among the best in history," Thomas E. Mann, a senior fellow in governance studies at the Brookings Institution, said in a 2021 interview for this obituary.
Mr. Frank exuded moral outrage at injustice -- the cruelties he witnessed as a civil rights worker in the segregated South, the economic inequities that drove his interest in affordable housing and the bigotry that forced him to spend decades in the closet.
But he also possessed a fundamental optimism that went hand in hand with his liberal ideals. He believed that social ills could be ameliorated through government intercession -- provided, as he put it, that the often-competing forces of "pragmatism and zealotry" were coordinated. He came to see such coordination as his chief role in advancing the causes that mattered to him.
"I don't have the intellectual time and energy to come up with new policy ideas," Mr. Frank told the Boston Globe, adding: "I am about the political process. I know the rules of the House as much as anybody. I am a wonk about how to get things done, more than about what to do."
Mr. Frank was known for his biting humor. He could unleash it when discussing an arcane matter before the Financial Services Committee, which he chaired during the economic crisis of 2008, or when tweaking his nemesis, Newt Gingrich, during the Georgia Republican's years as House speaker in the 1990s. It was said that when Mr. Frank was speaking on the House floor, Capitol Hill staffers, in their offices, unmuted C-SPAN to be entertained.
"Conservatives," Mr. Frank observed, "believe that, from the standpoint of the federal government, life begins at conception and ends at birth."
But he was also known as a pragmatist who worked closely with Republican colleagues including Spencer Bachus of Alabama, his longtime Republican counterpart on the Financial Services Committee.
Norman J. Ornstein, a congressional scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, compared Mr. Frank in that regard to Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, a fellow Massachusetts Democrat. They were liberal lions, Ornstein told The Washington Post in 2021, but they accepted "the give and take that is necessary to turn bills or ideas into laws."
Mr. Frank's legislative legacy rested principally on Dodd-Frank, as the 2010 act was known. "Dodd" referred to the bill's champion in the Senate, the Banking Committee chairman, Christopher J. Dodd (D-Connecticut). Mr. Frank rejected a move to name the legislation "Frank-Dodd." "You can't do that," he quipped. "They will think it's one guy."

Mr. Frank, waving, with Sen. Chris Dodd (D-Connecticut) and President Barack Obama after Obama signed the Dodd-Frank legislation in 2010. (Charles Dharapak/AP)


The legislation emerged from the financial catastrophe that began with the collapse of the subprime mortgage market in 2007 and eventually engulfed major Wall Street institutions and, with them, the U.S. and world economies.
Mr. Frank was a key advocate on Capitol Hill for the Troubled Asset Relief Program, or TARP, a government rescue package for the banking, automotive and insurance industries. Widely perceived as a bailout of well-heeled executives who had helped cause the economic crash with their risky maneuvers, TARP was intensely unpopular when it was enacted. But experts credited it with forestalling greater chaos in the economy.
In an effort to prevent a recurrence of such a disaster, Dodd-Frank created the federal Financial Stability Oversight Council to monitor threats to the U.S. financial system, including the emergence of institutions deemed "too big to fail." It also established the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and increased regulation of credit default swaps and other risky financial derivatives implicated in the subprime mortgage crisis that triggered the recession.
"Through this all, the quarterback for us is Barney," House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California) told the New Yorker in 2009. "He's solution-oriented, respectful of different perspectives, and brilliant. And it's brilliance that saves time, because he simplifies the complex for us. He is an enormously valuable intellectual resource for the Congress."
Conservatives contended that the legislation burdened Wall Street with excessive regulation, while liberals railed that it should have gone further, breaking up big banks and placing greater capital requirements on financial institutions. But Mann, like many other observers, defended Dodd-Frank.
"I think most fair-minded analysts would see it as a really important piece of legislation," he said. "The stability of our financial system was certainly strengthened as a consequence of it."
After Dodd-Frank, regarded as the crowning achievement of Mr. Frank's career, the Democrats lost their House majority, and he announced in 2011 that he would not seek reelection in 2012.
There was a time when such longevity seemed in doubt: A decade into his career, Mr. Frank received an official House reprimand over his involvement with a male escort who had operated a prostitution service from Mr. Frank's Washington residence.
Mr. Frank had previously confirmed his homosexuality in a 1987 interview with the Globe. He was not the first openly gay congressman; in 1983, another Massachusetts Democrat, Gerry E. Studds, had disclosed his homosexuality when he admitted having an earlier relationship with a 17-year-old page. But Mr. Frank, who did not disclose his sexuality under pressure from a scandal, was often described as the first member of Congress to voluntarily reveal that he was gay.

Mr. Frank during a 1989 news conference. (Elise Amendola/AP)


The reprimand stemmed from his relationship with Steve Gobie, a prostitute he had paid for a sexual encounter in 1985. Mr. Frank went on to employ him as a personal assistant, hoping, he later explained, to change the man's troubled life.
But he eventually came to see Gobie as a "very good con man" and dismissed him after complaints about suspicious traffic at the residence when Mr. Frank was away. In 1989, in what Mr. Frank said was a bid for revenge, Gobie offered his story to the right-leaning Washington Times.
A House Ethics Committee investigation found no evidence that Mr. Frank knew of the prostitution operation in his home. But the panel determined that he had fixed 33 parking tickets for Gobie and used congressional letterhead to communicate with court officials overseeing Gobie's probation. In 1990, after an emotional debate, the House voted 408-18 to reprimand Mr. Frank, a measure less severe than censure or expulsion.
Mr. Frank told the Globe that he was "overwhelmed with guilt at first."
"I felt terrible that I had put at risk some of the things that I thought justified my public career," he said. "And I knew that other gay people were going to suffer because of me."
But he quickly rebounded, easily winning reelection and moving forward with his legislative agenda, which over the years included pushing for repeal of President Bill Clinton's "don't ask, don't tell" policy" for gays in the military and working -- cautiously -- for the legalization of same-sex marriage.
Barnett Frank -- he legally changed his name to Barney -- was born in Bayonne, New Jersey, on March 31, 1940, one of four siblings. His parents were children of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. His mother was a legal secretary, which enabled her to support the younger children after her husband died of a heart attack when Mr. Frank was 20.
In an interview with the New Yorker, Mr. Frank described his father as living "on the fringes" amid the rampant corruption of the local Democratic machine. He became a middleman in a kickback scheme and, after refusing to testify against a brother, was jailed for a year.
But both parents were liberal Democrats engaged in civic affairs and committed to social justice, Mr. Frank said. He recalled that his father's business served Black truckers at a time when other White truck stops did not.
Asked in an interview for this obituary about his favorite writers in his youth, Mr. Frank delivered a litany of crusading newspaper columnists from the era. He said he formed a special affection for the often-sardonic New Yorker writer A.J. Liebling and traced his own sense of humor, at least in part, to comedians Milton Berle and Henny Youngman, masters of the one-liner.
Mr. Frank's sister Ann Lewis, later a prominent Democratic strategist, was the first member of the family to attend college -- at Radcliffe, Harvard's former women's college. He followed her to Cambridge, Massachusetts, and received a bachelor's degree in government from Harvard in 1961.
In the early 1960s, Mr. Frank traveled to Mississippi, where he joined an effort to register Black voters and increase their political involvement. For the first time, he said, he saw firsthand the brutality visited upon African Americans in the South. He absorbed the strategy and ideals of the civil rights movement, which advocated the steady, incremental and nonviolent pursuit of change.
Mr. Frank stayed on at Harvard to pursue a PhD but set aside his studies in 1967 to work on White's mayoral campaign and then in the mayor's office. Mr. Frank's portfolio in City Hall was so expansive -- ranging from race relations to housing to the delivery of city services generally -- that journalist J. Anthony Lukas described him, still in his late 20s, as the city's "de facto mayor."
Mr. Frank said he saw academia as a "sheltered milieu" where he could hide his homosexuality, and he planned to return to Harvard, complete his doctoral degree and become a professor. But by his own account, he lacked the attention span needed to produce a dissertation and abandoned his studies when he was offered a job in the Washington office of Rep. Michael J. Harrington (D-Massachusetts).
Mr. Frank later returned to Harvard to study law, and he received a law degree in 1977.
He won his first elective office -- a seat in the Massachusetts House representing Boston's Back Bay -- in 1972. His opportunity to run for national office came in 1980, when Democrat Robert Drinan, a member of the Jesuit order, vacated his U.S. House seat after Pope John Paul II barred priests from holding political office. Mr. Frank won the seat and was easily reelected through the rest of his career.
On occasion, Mr. Frank threatened to expose what he considered the hypocrisy of closeted gay members of Congress who opposed gay rights.
One such occasion came in 1995, when Clinton signed an executive order abolishing a federal policy that prohibited gay people from holding security clearances. (The discriminatory policy, entrenched since the Cold War, assumed that closeted gays might be vulnerable to blackmail by foreign governments.)

Mr. Frank congratulates a demonstrator outside the U.S. Supreme Court in 2013 after the announcement of a decision striking down the Defense of Marriage Act. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"If the Republican Party gets through Congress a law that says that closeted gay people are a security risk, I will send a list to the Ethics Committee of all the closeted gay Republicans," Mr. Frank told the New York Times, recalling his response to GOP opponents of Clinton's move. "And they did back off."
When Clinton was impeached in 1998 for lying about his affair with White House intern Monica S. Lewinsky, Mr. Frank, then a senior Democratic member of the Judiciary Committee, conceded that the president had "screwed up." But he became one of Clinton's most outspoken defenders, mocking the proceedings as an inquiry into "what did he touch and when did he touch it?" (Clinton was acquitted in the Senate.)

Mr. Frank argues before the House Judiciary Committee against the impeachment of President Bill Clinton. (Luke Frazza/AFP/Getty Images)


Mr. Frank became ranking minority member of the Financial Services Committee in 2003 and chairman four years later when Democrats took control of the House. He deepened his expertise in affordable housing, which he sought to promote particularly for low-income renters.
In his later years, Mr. Frank joined many other members of Congress in decrying the decline of bipartisanship in Washington. He also expressed frustration with liberals who pursued their goals through public demonstrations and other tactics that, in his view, served largely to energize themselves.
"If you care deeply about an issue, and are engaged in group activity on its behalf that is fun and inspiring and heightens your sense of solidarity with others," Mr. Frank wrote in a memoir, "Frank" (2015), "you are almost certainly not doing your cause any good."
Mr. Frank had witnessed enormous gains, particularly in the area of gay rights. These included the U.S. Supreme Court's rejection in 2013 of the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which defined marriage as between a man and a woman, and the court's decision two years later that established a constitutional right to same-sex marriage.
But there were also setbacks.
"The same week in 2013 that they got rid of DOMA, they gutted the Voting Rights Act," Mr. Frank told the publication CommonWealth in 2015, referring to the high court's invalidation of a key component of landmark 1965 civil rights legislation. He said he would have sacrificed the victory over DOMA for the sake of the voting rights law.
In 2012, Mr. Frank became the first member of Congress to be joined in a same-sex union when he married Jim Ready, a carpenter and welder he met at a political fundraiser. In addition to his husband and two sisters, survivors include a brother, David Frank.
In 1996, a New York Times reporter invited Mr. Frank to comment on what the reporter described as the "phoenixlike quality" of Mr. Frank's career.
"Oh, I don't think in those terms," Mr. Frank replied. "I had one crisis in '89. I do not take pleasure in having had that terrible experience."
"As for being gay, I never felt I had much choice about anything," he continued, adding: "So just go out and be the best you can be. You can't make yourself a different person. I am who I am. I have no idea why. Maybe I'm more Popeye than phoenix: I am who I am."

Mr. Frank on Capitol Hill in 2012, shortly before his retirement from Congress. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)
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Opinions
Don't believe Trump and Xi's narrative. America keeps falling uphill.
Hold off on those announcements of the dawn of the Chinese century. 

(Illustration by Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post; Chip Somodevilla/Getty; iStock; )


By David Ignatius | 2026-05-21
Imagine for a moment that you are an intelligence analyst at China's Ministry of State Security. Your boss, Minister Chen Yixin, has just given you a potential career-killer of an assignment: Assess the relative strengths of the United States and China after last week's summit between Presidents Donald Trump and Xi Jinping. 
As a good intelligence analyst, you know all the upbeat metrics that are pumped out by Beijing and increasingly accepted by Western observers. China is first in power generation, first in steel production, first in military construction and many defense technologies, first in university rankings, first in top research papers. A new Australian study confirms China's lead in 66 of 74 critical technologies.
Xi, your leader, is so confident that he needles Trump openly about China's rise and America's decline, telling him at the summit that "transformation not seen in a century is accelerating across the globe." Trump amazingly endorsed the message, posting later that Xi's description of America as "a declining nation ... was 100 percent correct." Trump blamed his predecessor, President Joe Biden, but you're an intelligence analyst; you know better. 
So what do you tell the top spies at their headquarters in northwest Beijing, near the Summer Palace? The safe bet is to embrace the consensus at home and abroad that China is rising and America is falling. That's certainly what the numbers suggest. And Trump's flattery of Xi, offered in a spirit of cooperation, also conveyed notes of weakness and uncertainty. But your boss at the ministry assigned you to make a skeptical "red team" analysis to challenge the conventional wisdom about China's emerging dominance. So, you try to think of ways in which the pro-Beijing narrative might be wrong. 
The first problem that worries you, as you're drafting the assessment, is that America keeps falling uphill. The 2008 financial crash appeared to be a deep crisis for capitalism, but U.S. financial markets bounced back and are as dominant as ever. America's two decades of wasteful, no-win wars in the Middle East were corrosive, but the U.S. military is now innovating. 
America is weirdly resilient. Covid-19 looked like a crippling problem, but China took a harder hit than the United States. Border policy was a mess under Biden, but the public now seems unhappier about Trump's crackdown than about illegal immigration. And finally, there's the ever-expanding balloon of the U.S. economy. Despite inflationary tax and tariff policies, it keeps rolling along. The AI companies are so advanced they scare themselves. 
All the harbingers of American decline are present, to be sure. Trump himself is a walking symbol of arrogance and corruption that people once would have called "un-American." But there's a mysterious self-correcting mechanism at work. Every poll you read says that despite Trump's electoral machinations, he's still likely to lose the House of Representatives in November. Trump continues to try to undermine the Federal Reserve's independence (which would truly be a gift to China), but he keeps failing. And even a Supreme Court packed with Trump appointees has rejected his arguments on tariffs and other big issues. 
Trump makes wild statements every day, denouncing journalists and former presidents and intelligence chiefs as "traitors." But increasingly people are tuning him out. There will be another president in less than three years, and no successor is likely to help China and Russia as much as Trump has by bashing America's allies and partners. The "Trump Bump" for China won't last. 
You want to be an honest intelligence analyst, but you don't want to get fired. So you decide to title the section on America's decline: "Hopeful signs of U.S. demise, but too soon to tell." 
What about China's rise? That part is even harder. Signs of China's prosperity and modernization are everywhere -- not just in the metropolises of Beijing and Shanghai, but in second-tier cities such as Yinchuan, Kunming and Nanning, which are dotted with new skyscrapers. Unfortunately, some of those gleaming towers are half empty, and the real estate sector has been shaken by a generation of overspending, debt and corruption.
China is the world's factory, seemingly able to manufacture everything faster and cheaper than anyone else. But this immense scale creates its own problems. It's like trying to stuff an elephant into a Volkswagen. Trump's anger about trade imbalances is shared by millions of resentful Americans, and by Europeans and Asians, too. For all its masterful planning, the Communist Party still hasn't figured out how to share China's wealth with its people. They don't get to consume the vast surplus they produce. 
And finally, as an analyst, you know that China has a demographic problem eerily similar to what Europe, Japan and South Korea are facing. There aren't enough young workers to create the income and wealth needed to sustain an aging population. 
Is this the Chinese century? Here, too, you want to hedge to avoid being sent to the MSS office in Chengdu. So you decide on a headline: "China's rise: Inexorable but still some question marks." 
Your boss doesn't like all the waffling. He says your net assessment reads like it was written by a graduate of the CIA's Sherman Kent School of Intelligence Analysis: all caveats and no bold conclusions. So he asks you the bottom-line question: Are you willing to risk China's stability and security on the confidence that China is becoming the dominant partner in its relationship with the United States? 
And your honest answer, on careful reflection, is simple: No. China isn't as strong as it appeared in Beijing, and America isn't as weak. 
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Opinions
At last, civics is making a college comeback. More, please.
Most colleges don't require a civics class to graduate, but students sorely need it.

(Illustration by Kat Rudell Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Michael Poliakoff, Joshua Dunn | 2026-05-21
Michael Poliakoff is the president and CEO of the American Council of Trustees and Alumni. Joshua Dunn is the executive director of the Institute of American Civics at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.
President Abraham Lincoln once said that "as a nation of free men" the United States "must live through all time or die by suicide." Today, the proliferation of civic ignorance poses the very sort of homegrown threat to the nation's constitutional order Lincoln warned against.
A 2024 survey found that 48 percent of college students believe the Constitution grants the president, rather than Congress, the power to declare war. Only 40 percent could correctly identify the term lengths for members of Congress when posed as a multiple-choice question, and 63 percent failed to identify John G. Roberts Jr. as the chief justice of the United States.
The problem is not limited to ignorance of the nation's history and political system. It also affects national security. People who don't understand and appreciate their country are less likely to defend it. In fact, 57 percent of students said they would flee the country rather than defend it if it were invaded by an enemy such as Russia.
Colleges and universities bear much of the blame. According to the American Council of Trustees and Alumni's "What Will They Learn?" survey, only 19 percent of the nation's institutions of higher education require even a single class on the country's history and government, a number unchanged since 2012. Only 14 states mandate their public universities to include a civics course in their core curriculum. 
Thankfully, amid concerns that education has become overly politicized, some institutions are working to restore civics education to every college student's course load. 
In South Carolina and Ohio, legislation passed in recent years mandates that all public universities require coursework on U.S. history and government. Ohio's legislature also established a civics board that shares best practices in higher education curriculums. In Kentucky, lawmakers recently passed a bill that established a civics center at the University of Kentucky and tasked it with producing educational resources about the American story. Earlier this month, the Iowa General Assembly passed legislation mandating  a semester course on American history and a semester course on American government. 
Other states have allowed university boards to take the lead. In 2024, the board of regents in Arizona adopted an "American Institutions" requirement that ensures students study U.S. history, the founding documents, landmark Supreme Court cases, civic participation and basic economics. The University of North Carolina's board of governors adopted a "Foundations of American Democracy" requirement in 2025. It prescribes coursework to evaluate the key principles in core documents that extend from the founding of America through the civil rights era. 
Private universities could learn from the example set by Baylor University, which requires a course titled "The U.S. Constitution, Its Interpretation, and the American Political Experience." 
Many states have also established civics centers that are increasingly tasked with offering these needed courses on the nation's foundations. This spring, the University of Texas at Austin's School of Civic Leadership offered numerous courses addressing the history and governing principles of America. The Institute of American Civics at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville offers several courses that engage students in the creation and development of America's constitutional order and provides workshops for faculty from other Tennessee institutions who are developing similar courses. Such efforts can also be found at the University of Florida and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
These reforms don't follow one particular model, which gives institutions the flexibility to find the one that works best for their state, public university system or college campus. 
Requiring a single college course will not solve the problem of civic literacy alone. But it is an attainable first step. The more trustees, legislators and college leaders treat civic knowledge as an important part of undergraduate education, the better off their students -- and the nation as a whole -- will be. 
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The Post's View
The unintended consequences of mass deportations
The administration say immigration crackdowns are good for native-born workers. A new study shows otherwise.

An immigration court in New York City. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-05-20
The Trump administration often presents mass deportations as zero-sum: Fewer jobs for illegal immigrants means more, or at least higher-paid, jobs for citizens. In fact, deportations are likely to cost jobs for Americans.
That's according to a recent paper by researchers at the University of Colorado at Boulder. The authors took advantage of the administration's uneven immigration enforcement around the country last year to conduct natural experiments on how it affects labor markets. They found that deportations reduced employment among male, American-born workers without a college degree by 1.3 percent across four immigrant-heavy industries: agriculture, construction, manufacturing and wholesale.
The study found no evidence that wages increased.
There's a simple economic explanation for this: Illegal immigrant workers in these fields are not necessarily substitutes for their American-born peers; they are often complements. That is, these jobs often depend on one another to exist.
If a construction company cannot find laborers to do carpentry work because immigration officers are arresting them, they will pursue fewer projects. That means hiring fewer workers with other skills.
The paper's findings undermine a common misconception, on the right and left, that employers are sitting on piles of money and could simply raise wages to fix a labor crunch. Yet the availability of skilled workers is often more of a limiting factor than the amount of money an employer pays them. 
Further, these industries -- especially construction -- are highly competitive. If costs suddenly rise, employers will have a harder time making a profit, which makes business ventures riskier. Developers are already dealing with higher material costs because of tariffs on crucial goods, such as steel, aluminum and lumber. Higher labor costs further squeeze balance sheets.
The study is consistent with previous research, including during the Obama administration, showing that immigration crackdowns dampen employment. The American Immigration Council estimated that immigrants generated about $1.7 trillion in economic activity in 2023 while paying hundreds of billions of dollars in taxes.
This isn't to say that U.S. policy should ignore illegal immigration, but it does underscore the unintended consequences of Trump's tactics. Shunning foreign-born workers weakens the economy for everyone, whereas making it easier for them to legally fill open positions would unlock growth.
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Opinions
The climate apocalypse? Don't count on it.
Researchers finally retire the most extreme scenarios that have informed policy and media coverage for years.

A weather balloon in Gaylord, Michigan, on April 28, 2025. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Roger Pielke Jr. | 2026-05-20
Roger Pielke Jr. is a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and author of the Honest Broker Substack.
The climate apocalypse isn't around the corner after all. That's the upshot of a recent report from the international panel that supplies official "scenarios" to researchers, governments and banks. It turns out that the most extreme assumptions about the future -- the doomsaying predictions embodied in the worst-case scenario known as RCP8.5 -- are "implausible." In their place, Dutch researcher Detlef van Vuuren and his co-authors have proposed new ones that will form the basis of the United Nations's next major climate assessment.
The substance of the paper, released last month, won't shock anyone who has followed the subject scrupulously. The old scenarios described an impossibility, a world committed to the increasing consumption of coal at the expense of all other energy technologies. Scenarios based on those faulty assumptions nevertheless caught on: They dominated the assessments of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, academic papers and media reports that warned of a looming catastrophe.
The scenarios aren't just wonky inputs to research. National climate assessments that inform policy in the United States, Britain, Germany, Canada, Australia, Japan and the Netherlands all emphasize them. More than 150 central banks calibrate capital stress tests against them, and lawyers cite them in litigation. It's no stretch to say that even though most people have never heard of them, the scenarios influence decisions that affect everyone.
In a February 2021 paper, University of British Columbia professor Justin Ritchie and I explained that such work "distorted the view of our climate future." It's good, then, to have a more sensible understanding of things. Based on preliminary estimates, the new scenario framework brings projected warming down sharply -- from about 4.8 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels by 2100 to about 2.6 degrees. At the low end, the scenarios with the most rapid rates of emissions reduction have also been retired, affirming that the 1.5 Celsius temperature target of the 2015 Paris Agreement is infeasible.
The committee that produced the new scenario set deserves credit. It could have quietly swapped the old scenarios for slightly less extreme ones, held on to the Paris goal and pretended that little had changed. It didn't, and the consequences will reverberate through climate policy for years. But four problems remain.
First, the new highest emissions scenario still rests on an inflated population projection -- with more than 14 billion people on Earth by 2100. The U.N. expects roughly 10 billion in its medium projection, and many demographers believe it will be less than that. A back-of-the-envelope estimate suggests that using a more realistic population outlook reduces projected 2100 warming by another half-degree Celsius.
Second, the new "middle" scenario, marketed as a forward projection of current policies, is considerably more pessimistic than its peers. The International Energy Agency, which independently tracks what policies governments have enacted, anticipates that emissions will fall through the end of the century. In contrast, the new "current policy" scenario projects the opposite.
Third, there is no capacity to test whether any climate scenario corresponds to the real world, setting the stage for repeating the problems that gave us RCP8.5. Climate scenarios and the projections built off of them are so important in research and policy that their plausibility should be assessed as they are created, not after they have already been widely used.
Fourth, climate scenarios are produced by a small committee that operates with no governmental oversight, public consultation or accountability proportionate to its influence. Scenarios and scenario-based projections shape trillions of dollars in regulatory decisions, bank capital and infrastructure planning. The assumptions that underlie them may have once been contained within the boundaries of science. No more.
The new scenarios will have significant implications. Among them: The IPCC should accurately label its new high-end scenario as a thought experiment, not a forecast. Scientific journal editors should require that every paper that still uses the old, implausible scenarios clearly acknowledges as much in print. The next U.S. National Climate Assessment should drop the retired scenarios, and central banks should no longer require stress tests based on them. Insurance and infrastructure planners should likewise reexamine past decisions based on faulty inputs. Apocalyptic-sounding climate research has no place in the newsroom anymore, either.
Science works because it corrects course when off track. The most extreme scenarios have met an overdue but welcome demise. The question now is whether the rest of the world will follow.
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The Supreme Court refuses to 'toy with' protecting democracy
The justices retreat on voting rights in favor of a do-nothing doctrine. 

Protesters at a public hearing on redistricting in Baton Rouge on May 8. (Wayan Barre/Reuters)


By Theodore R. Johnson | 2026-05-20
Two years ago, the Supreme Court protected a newly drawn congressional map in Louisiana from being dismantled.
The 2020 Census found that the state's population was one-third Black, and lower federal courts ruled that fair redistricting could not reasonably avoid the creation of a second majority-Black congressional district. Opponents challenged the resulting map, but the Supreme Court allowed it to stand, arguing that undoing the map so close to the November 2024 election would cause voter confusion and create election administration hardships -- a doctrine known as the Purcell principle.
Last month, however, the court determined that this second district was an unconstitutional racial gerrymander and gave the state's legislature the green light to redraw its map ahead of this year's midterm elections, even though primary votes had already been cast.
These actions might suggest a fickle court -- one that protects equal representation in one instance and then undermines it the next. Instead, they reveal a court that believes in removing federal oversight and intervention in voting rights.
This jurisprudence reflects a pattern of do-nothingness -- and it has been building for more than a decade. In 2013, the Supreme Court determined in Shelby County v. Holder that the preclearance formula determining which states must seek federal approval before changing election laws was unconstitutional, effectively hollowing out two sections of the Voting Rights Act. In 2019's Rucho v. Common Cause, it ruled that federal courts cannot adjudicate allegations of partisan gerrymandering. And in 2021's Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee, the court further narrowed federal protections, making it harder to overcome discriminatory voting laws. Each case relieved the court from proactive protection of voters and democracy, in favor of doing little to nothing, while the states and political parties rearranged the republic.
The Purcell principle offers further evidence. Established by the Supreme Court in Purcell v. Gonzalez in 2006, the doctrine serves as the court's rationale for inaction, stating that federal judges should not decide contentious voting issues too close to elections. "Late judicial tinkering with election laws can lead to disruption and to unanticipated and unfair consequences," Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh explained in 2022's Merrill v. Milligan. Kavanaugh said that while states may "toy with" their own laws, the federal government should not. Sometimes that inaction results in protecting a hard-won remedy, as in the drawing of a second Black district in Louisiana two years ago. And sometimes it results in leaving a state's discriminatory laws and practices in place. But what it always does is ensure the federal government has no role in the outcome.
Twenty years ago, Congress strengthened and reauthorized the Voting Rights Act, a clear statement from the most democratic branch of government. But just three months later, Purcell was decided. Since then, the court has decided it should have no role in challenging unfair laws when elections approach; no role in deciding which states' voting laws should be subject to federal approval; no role when parties gerrymander the states to win every seat; and no role in disentangling impermissible racial discrimination from permissible partisanship. On voting rights, what's left for the Supreme Court to do? Not much. And that seems to be the aim.
The federal government has taken this tack before, at the nation's centennial. In the two decades leading up to 1876, the United States abolished slavery, established birthright citizenship and enfranchised formerly enslaved Black men -- all accomplished with the federal government's protection of these newly extended voting rights. But in the 1876 presidential election, the parties struck a deal over disputed electoral college votes to put Republican Rutherford B. Hayes in the White House in exchange for greatly weakened federal protection of civil rights in the South under his administration. His inauguration the following year is proof of the deal, what historians call the Compromise of 1877, which brought the promising Reconstruction era to an end -- aided by a federal government with a do-nothing philosophy on voting rights protections.
The court risks repeating the same mistake today. While the rationale is different, the end result is no less antidemocratic. Multiple states are in a race to redraw their congressional districts to the exclusive advantage of the political party in power -- with midterms less than six months away. In the South, the result could be partisan congressional maps controlled by the party opposed to strong federal protection of voting rights -- a goal of long-ago segregationists now accomplished, whether by happenstance or otherwise, by partisanship and inaction.
Congress, of course, should act. It could pass legislation banning partisan gerrymandering, restoring federal protections against discriminatory redistricting and reaffirming a national commitment to democracy. It has acted before -- in 2006's voting rights reauthorization that extended the law's protections for 25 years, until 2031. But it behaves as though it has adopted the Purcell principle for itself, refusing to consider questions of voting rights when elections are close -- and the next election is always too close.
The court's jurisprudence has effectively ended protections long afforded by the Voting Rights Act -- five years ahead of schedule and as the nation prepares for its 250th anniversary.
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Opinions
How to protect the economy from the ghosts of 1979
Kevin Warsh is right to examine Fed models and approach on fiscal policy.

Kevin Warsh testifies at a Senate confirmation hearing on Capitol Hill on April 21. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By John H. Cochrane | 2026-05-20
John H. Cochrane is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute. 
When Kevin Warsh was nominated in January to be Federal Reserve chair, the monetary policy debate was over how quickly to lower interest rates. The Fed forecast that inflation would return to the central bank's 2 percent target, already suggesting that interest rates should ease. The debate was over faster cuts. Artificial intelligence, the story goes, will swiftly raise productivity, making everything cheaper. Therefore, the Fed should quickly lower interest rates to steady prices and let wages rise. 
Now, one could debate how soon and how reliably AI will create such bounty. One could also debate whether deflation (falling prices) with steady wages induced by AI-led productivity is a problem at all. Everything would become a lot more "affordable," of course. There's also an argument that higher real (after adjusting for inflation) interest rates are needed to induce savings and investment to build AI. Whether the Fed should act in anticipation of a productivity bonanza is another question.
But today the Fed faces essentially the opposite problem, a stagflationary shock that looks eerily like 1979. Inflation never really went away. It is now surging, thanks to tariffs and energy costs via a conflict with Iran. Should the central bank fight that inflation by raising rates, swiftly incurring President Donald Trump's wrath and risking a weaker economy? Or should the Fed once again look through a price-level rise, hoping that the economy will stabilize at higher prices, and swiftly incurring the wrath of regular people already unhappy about today's high prices? 
Warsh, who was confirmed by the Senate last week as chair, has advocated that the Fed reduce its balance sheet by selling assets. Most economists believe reserves past $2 trillion or so have little long-run effect on the economy. But the Fed may be tempted to reduce reserves until bank operations are squeezed, in order to tighten without raising interest rates, a version of monetarist restraint. The United States tried a similar idea in 1980, imposing credit controls by tightening bank regulation. They produced financial chaos and stagnation.
Warsh wants to reexamine the Fed's models and overall approach. This is wise. Inflation, peaking at 9 percent in June 2022, was a failure that the Fed has not satisfactorily accounted for. It was not an individual failure. The Fed's actions were backed by consensus in and outside the central bank. It was a collective, conceptual, institutional failure. The models don't work. The forecasts don't work. But there is no off-the-shelf alternative. Nobody really knows how monetary policy works, and certainly not with the complex technocratic expertise that the Fed pretends. Other forecasts do not reliably outperform the Fed's. 
The Fed should instead act with more humility. Recognize the fog in which it is trying to steer the ship. Refrain from acting (again) based on forecasts and what-if analyses that have proved unreliable. 
Bigger challenges lie ahead. Because the national debt is beyond 100 percent of gross domestic product, every percentage point that the Fed raises interest rates increases interest costs on the debt and thereby the deficit by 1 percent of GDP. Neither Congress nor the president will be happy about that.
Fiscal pressure on the central bank will mount. Today's precedent for reduced Fed independence is the era from World War II to 1951, when it was obliged to hold down long-term rates for fiscal reasons, not 1972, when President Richard M. Nixon pressured the Fed for election-year ease.
Countries that run uncontrolled deficits soon face higher borrowing costs. The Fed will feel pressure to hold down those costs. "Moderate long-term interest rates" is, after all, part of the Fed's legal mandate. With the precedents of massive bond buying in the 2010s and again in 2020, it will be hard to resist. Rising yields will also tempt financial repression. The Fed will be tempted to force banks, insurance companies and other institutions to hold Treasury debt, impose capital controls and so on. 
That's the optimistic scenario. In the next crisis, 2020 will replay at a larger scale. The Treasury will want to borrow trillions for bailouts, stimulus and likely military investment. But bond investors will be skittish, having suffered a substantial loss due to inflation last time they lent to the U.S., and with still no plan for the government to start repaying debts. Inflation expectations are primed to jump, so inflation itself can break out even more quickly. Pressure for the Fed to monetize government debt will be immense. 
There is a limit to how much the Fed should resist. If Congress and the president want massive money-printing to finance a crisis response, should the central bank really force the government to borrow at much greater cost, spend differently, sharply raise taxes, restructure debt or withdraw from a confrontation? Tax, spending and foreign policy, even if unwise, are far outside the Fed's limited mandate. 
I would rather see a Congress impose a strong price-stability mandate, with restrictions on bond-buying, but one that Congress suspends in times of crisis, as it did under the Troubled Asset Relief Program in 2008. Meanwhile, the Fed needs to face squarely its role in facilitating the fiscal blowout of 2020 and begin to think about resisting next time. 
Many challenges lie ahead. But challenges are opportunities. Great leaders are forged by their wisdom in the face of adversity. And every time the president tweets his disapproval, Warsh's reputation for independence will grow.
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D.C.
D.C. schools chancellor, touted for raising scores post-pandemic, to step down
Lewis D. Ferebee, who was appointed in 2018 to lead D.C. Public Schools, will depart in the summer to become chief executive of the nonprofit EdReports.

(Shedrick Pelt/Shedrick Pelt/For The Washington Post)


By Jenny Gathright, April Bethea | 2026-05-20

D.C. Schools Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee speaks Wednesday at an event celebrating the school district's performance. (Demetrius Freeman/ Demetrius Freeman/For The Washington Post)


D.C. Schools Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee, who as the district's longest-serving leader oversaw its recovery in math and reading scores after the pandemic, is leaving the role to join a national education nonprofit.
Ferebee will become chief executive of EdReports, a nonprofit that reviews instructional materials, officials there announced Wednesday. Dana Nerenberg, chair of the organization's board of directors, praised Ferebee in a news release as a "student-centered educator whose leadership has driven meaningful outcomes in large public school systems." 
Ferebee, who plans to finish out the current school year with D.C. Public Schools, said he saw the new job as a chance to elevate his career to a national platform and "influence the conversation" around high-quality instructional materials.
The news of his upcoming departure came shortly before Ferebee appeared with D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) at an event at Garrison Elementary School to celebrate the school district's performance on the latest Education Scorecard, which analyzes student test scores from across the country. The report, produced by researchers from Harvard and Stanford universities and Dartmouth College, ranked the District first in academic growth in reading and math between 2022 and 2025 -- though performance still lags behind pre-pandemic levels.
D.C. has offered intense tutoring to support students who fell behind during the pandemic -- largely supported through emergency aid from the federal government. The school system has also boosted training and other support for educators. 
Ferebee said Wednesday that he was confident those gains would continue even as federal aid has waned, noting that the city has continued to put local money toward the tutoring efforts.
"The goal, ultimately, has always been that we would have less students that would need that intensity of service as we continue to improve our outcomes," he said. "And so we're going to work our way out of that challenge."
In addition to praising Ferebee for the post-pandemic math and reading recovery, Bowser said at the Wednesday event that he also helped the school system progress in other ways. 
"You have built a talented team of educators, principals, central services staff and leaders who have consistently delivered results," she said. The mayor noted that he oversaw the system as it reached record enrollment and graduation rates, secured crucial philanthropic investments in school improvements, and expanded career and technical education. 
Bowser, who is not seeking reelection, said Wednesday that it would be up to the next mayor to appoint a permanent chancellor but that she would select an interim leader in the meantime. 

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser speaks at the same event. She appointed Ferebee in 2018. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Ferebee was appointed D.C. Public Schools' chancellor in 2018 after having served as superintendent of Indianapolis Public Schools and, earlier, in district leadership positions in North Carolina.
His tenure in D.C. was marked by the challenge of leading the school system through the pandemic, as student outcomes suffered with remote learning and city leadership clashed with the Washington Teachers Union over school reopening plans. The pandemic also coincided with a protracted contract struggle with the union, further souring labor relations. 
The most recent contract negotiations went relatively quicker; the two sides in 2024 ratified a five-year plan that included teacher raises, an agreement that Bowser praised Wednesday, saying it provided necessary stability for the school system. 
Washington Teachers Union President Laura Fuchs, who has taught at H.D. Woodson High School for nearly two decades, said she isn't surprised Ferebee is leaving, especially as the mayoral election looms. It has become clear, she said, that whoever wins the election will replace Ferebee.
Fuchs criticized Ferebee, saying that he didn't work in partnership with educators or address complaints about leadership and that he pushed too much standardized testing onto students.
"We're not sad to see him go," she said.
Ferebee also has faced challenges with student truancy, as city leaders failed to follow through on initiatives to reduce the number of students with excessive, unexcused absences, especially among middle-schoolers, and thousands of truancy-related reports went uninvestigated, a Washington Post investigation found last year. Recently, a truancy-related pilot offering case management for students who struggle the most with absenteeism has shown promise -- and Ferebee said Wednesday that the city had plans to double down on what was working and expand it to more schools. 
"I'm very optimistic about the truancy pilot that we have," he said. "What we've seen is that the majority of those students who have been a part of that program in the pilot have improved their attendance outcomes."
Ferebee said he was glad to be leaving the school system on a strong note.
"We have tremendous momentum that will carry us into years to come," he said.
In D.C., the mayor is in charge of appointing a chancellor to oversee the public school system, and the D.C. Council must approve the nomination.
A 2007 law compels the mayor to "give great weight" to recommendations from the Washington Teachers Union on the chancellor section -- a provision that Fuchs believes has so far been ignored. She said that teachers are in charge of implementing policies handed down from the chancellor and that disregarding their voices during the process leads to unequipped leaders at the helm of the system. She urged the next mayor to closely consider recommendations from the union.
Fuchs said the teachers union is pulling for a candidate with a clear track record of leading a successful school district and someone "actually dedicated to public schools."
Kendall Staton contributed to this report.
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What layoffs hide about the real problem with the job market
Despite high-profile cuts by companies including Meta and UPS, layoffs are about as low as they've been in years.

Job seekers wait in line to enter a job fair last month in Sunrise, Florida. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


By Shira Ovide, Rachel Lerman | 2026-05-21
Jobs can feel precarious right now as well-known companies keep slashing workers.
The latest is Meta, which promised it would cut jobs this month and on Wednesday sent layoff notices to about 10 percent of its staff, nearly 8,000 people, according to news reports.
Like some other technology companies, Meta has attributed the layoffs partly to the effects of artificial intelligence. They follow job cuts from Amazon, Wall Street banks, Oracle, Nike and UPS. Meta didn't respond to a request for comment about the layoffs. (Jeff Bezos, Amazon's executive chairman, owns The Washington Post.)
But headline-grabbing layoffs and corporate justifications can give a misleading impression about what ails America's job market and AI's role in that. It could lead people to misjudge their career prospects or financial risks.
The numbers show that layoffs in the U.S. are roughly at or below levels from before the pandemic, although they are higher than in 2022 when businesses snapped up workers as the economy roared back to life.
In the three months ended in March, an average of 1.75 million Americans were laid off each month, according to calculations of Bureau of Labor Statistics data. The average in March 2019 was 1.72 million.
A different measure that accounts for the growing U.S. workforce shows that layoffs affected about 1.2 percent of employed people in March, a number that has been steady for years outside of the pandemic.
That doesn't make getting laid off any less stressful. There's so little hiring that the 3 million Americans who voluntarily quit their jobs each month, people entering the workforce or those who are laid off face longer odds than they did a few years ago. 
"Layoffs, broadly considered, are not a problem at all," said Guy Berger, a senior fellow at the Burning Glass Institute, a nonprofit research organization focused on the labor market. "Hiring being weak, that's the biggest problem."
Americans' views of the economy and their own job prospects risk being distorted by too much focus on the relatively small number of layoffs, economists and other experts say. People fearful of job cuts may pull back their spending or delay potentially fruitful transitions like moving to a place with more career opportunities.
In the technology industry, where Meta and other companies are regularly announcing job cuts, the layoff picture is complex. 
There has been a marked increase in layoffs in recent months in what the Labor Department calls the information industry, which includes employment of software developers and other tech workers.
But Matthew Martin, senior U.S. economist at the research and consulting firm Oxford Economics, noted that hiring has also increased in that category, which includes media and entertainment. The combination of hiring minus layoffs in the information industry is effectively a wash, Martin said.
Layoffs at Big Tech companies like Meta and other high-profile employers don't necessarily reflect what is happening in the country, Martin said, and draw far more attention than what may be slow and steady workforce growth. "There's a lot more headlines about job cuts than there are [about] expansion plans by businesses," he said.
In his view, technology companies may be pushing out some workers and replacing them with people who have different skills as they respond to the demands of AI.
It's true that businesses in some industries are devoting enormous sums of money and attention to AI. It's changing how some people work and a minority of American businesses are rolling out AI tools.
But it's also become a trend for bosses to blame layoffs on the productive capabilities of AI and its ability to replace workers, even when job cuts may have little to do with the technology. Sam Altman, CEO of ChatGPT-maker OpenAI, has taken note of the pattern that he and others call "AI washing," essentially a high-tech form of whitewashing. (The Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
"You know something is happening all the time when they have a word for it," said Gautam Mukunda, who teaches leadership at the Yale School of Management.
Mukunda and other observers note that AI could be used by CEOs as a shareholder-friendly excuse for layoffs triggered by other factors, including overhiring by the tech industry during the pandemic. 
Other high-profile companies, including Meta and Uber, have effectively said they're spending so much money on AI that they need to cut back elsewhere, including by slashing staff or reducing planned hiring. 
AI-related employment changes are tiny so far, said Nathan Goldschlag, director of research at the Economic Innovation Group, a Washington think tank. He pointed to a recently published analysis of Census Bureau surveys, which found more than 95 percent of businesses that use AI said it hasn't changed their staff sizes -- and AI-related employment increases were more common than decreases.
What economists call a "low-hire, low-fire" job market is rough for job seekers, acknowledged Jerome H. Powell, who is set to depart as chair of the Federal Reserve. 
"The labor market is in balance," Powell said at a news conference last month. "But it's an unusual and uncomfortable kind of a balance where people who don't have jobs will have a hard time breaking in."
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Subpoena bill would curtail secretive tool used to target government critics
The bipartisan legislation, which comes after a Washington Post investigation, would also limit the federal government's ability to obtain phone records without a judge's order.

Jon stands at his front door, where Homeland Security investigators questioned him in November. (Hannah Yoon/For The Washington Post)


By John Woodrow Cox | 2026-05-21
A bipartisan coalition of lawmakers has introduced legislation that would make it harder for federal investigators to obtain phone records and also would prevent the government from weaponizing a secretive legal instrument it has used to target critics.
The effort, led by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon) and Rep. Adriano Espaillat (D-New York), comes after The Washington Post investigated the Department of Homeland Security's use of administrative subpoenas, which federal agencies can issue to collect Americans' private personal information without an order from a judge or grand jury.
The Subpoena Abuse Prevention Act, co-sponsored by three Democrats and three Republicans, calls for sweeping reform to how the government deploys administrative, grand jury and trial subpoenas to obtain communications records. It would force government officials, under penalty of perjury, to certify that they won't use subpoenas to monitor or retaliate against people exercising their right to free speech or other constitutionally protected activities.
"We've got a bipartisan group of senators and House members who share the view that we shouldn't be sitting around and letting the Constitution be abused," Wyden, the bill's author, said in an interview. "We're going to push hard."

In response to the federal government's alleged abuse of subpoenas, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon) has called for sweeping reform. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


The bill also would sharply limit federal agencies' ability to obtain phone records without a judge's order, addressing a long-standing complaint among congressional Republicans whose basic call data -- showing who they contacted and when -- were collected as part of former special counsel Jack Smith's investigation into 2020 election interference.
In addition, Wyden's legislation would prohibit the government from using subpoenas to collect sensitive information in bulk (such as the names of every person who downloaded an app) and require the government to tell a subpoena's recipient (often tech or phone companies) that, unless a court orders them not to, they can inform customers of whatever legal demand for data they receive.
In February, The Post told the story of a 67-year-old retiree named Jon who had emailed Homeland Security prosecutor Joseph Dernbach to urge mercy for an Afghan seeking asylum. Five hours later, Jon received a notice from Google that the agency had requested information from his account. The next month, a pair of Homeland Security investigators showed up at his suburban Philadelphia home to interview him about the email.
"'This is not right. This is not fair,'" Wyden recalled thinking after he read the story. The senator had objected to the government's use of administrative subpoenas during President Donald Trump's first term, but said that in Jon's saga, he saw a warning of how much worse the abuses could become if Congress failed to intervene.
"People are going to have their rights stripped right and left," Wyden concluded.
For Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyoming), one of Wyden's co-sponsors, the bill is personal. The senator was among the Republicans whose data Smith obtained.
"I can tell you firsthand that there is something deeply wrong with a system that allows the federal government to unjustly and secretly rifle through your phone records without ever going before a judge," she told The Post in a statement. "Senator Wyden and I both wholeheartedly agree that unchecked government surveillance is a threat to every American regardless of party."
In public testimony early this year, Smith defended the subpoenas, asserting that investigators needed to track calls made from the White House on Jan. 6, 2021, as the president tried to thwart certification of the 2020 election results. Smith noted to lawmakers that he only obtained logs with the times and lengths of their calls, not the content.
While the government's acquisition of the Republicans' phone records has drawn intense scrutiny, the overwhelming majority of people whom federal agencies target with secretive subpoenas are not public officials.
For Jon, who spoke to The Post on the condition that his last name be withheld out of fear for his family's safety, the notice from Google in late October left him in a panic. The tech giant didn't say what information the government wanted, but it did tell him that to keep them from getting it, he would have to file a motion in federal court and submit it to Google within seven days.
He initially assumed the subpoena had been approved by a judge or grand jury, because he didn't know any other kind of subpoena existed. Google had notified him from a "noreply" address and directed him to request a copy from Homeland Security, which he tried and failed to do.
He eventually learned that Google did not fulfill Homeland Security's request.
"We review all legal demands for legal validity, and we push back against those that are overbroad or improper, as we did in this instance," a spokesperson later told The Post.
Homeland Security withdrew the subpoena in early February after the American Civil Liberties Union filed a motion to quash in federal court.
Proponents describe administrative subpoenas as critical tools that allow investigators to avoid protracted judicial reviews to obtain information that could, for example, help them identify someone sexually exploiting a child or track down a suspected drug trafficker.
Speed is what makes them so useful, former and current federal investigators have told The Post. With no external bureaucracy, the government can obtain phone, financial and internet records in days.
In recent months, Homeland Security has issued administrative subpoenas to try to identify Instagram users who posted about ICE raids in Los Angeles and to expose the people behind an Instagram and Facebook account that tracked ICE raids in Pennsylvania. The agency abandoned both cases after the ACLU intervened.
"Jon Doe's ordeal and similar experiences of other ACLU clients have exposed how easy it is for the government to weaponize administrative subpoenas against people exercising their constitutional rights, while completely evading judicial oversight," Kia Hamadanchy, senior policy counsel at the ACLU, said in a statement. "This bill would impose serious impediments to retaliation against people like Jon."
Like other federal agencies, Homeland Security doesn't have to share how many administrative subpoenas it issues each year, but tech experts and former agency staff estimate it's well into the thousands, if not tens of thousands. Former staffers have told The Post that officials throughout the agency, even in mid-level roles, have been given the authority to approve the legal demands.
The bill would require federal agencies to tell the public how many administrative subpoenas they issued in the previous year and the number of people's accounts for which they obtained information.
If the legislation passes, Jon said, he'd be thrilled.
"We want to live in a free society," he said, "and this would obviously be a huge step in the right direction."
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San Diego mosque attack followed a familiar online script
A first-person video that an official said is legitimate offers a brutal glimpse into the latest deadly assault on an American house of worship.

Attendees react as they listen to a speech during a vigil, the day after the shooting, outside of the Islamic Center of San Diego. (Jae C. Hong/AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


By Drew Harwell | 2026-05-21
The video begins like many others that erupt into mass violence: a young man in a car, holding a gun. 
Recorded in the style of a first-person shooter game, the video appears to show the perspective of one of the gunmen who killed three people Monday at the Islamic Center of San Diego as he storms the mosque, opens fire and steps over a fallen body. At the video's end, the camera records the gunman raising a pistol to his chin, then slumping forward in a torrent of blood.
The video, which a federal law enforcement official briefed on the investigation confirmed was legitimate, offers a brutal glimpse into the latest deadly assault on an American house of worship. It remains unclear where the video was originally shared, or how many might have watched it in real time. 
But in extremist corners of the internet, the footage has already been heralded as a clarion cry connecting the mass shooting at San Diego's largest mosque to a long history of violence designed to be consumed and eternalized online. 
The shooting, conducted by two teenagers who police said met on the internet, extends a pattern of bloodshed inspired by the web, where in recent years video-recorded slayings have been live-streamed onto Facebook and Twitch, reposted onto YouTube and X, and cut into memes across Reddit and 4chan.
The videos so frequently cite one another that they've raised fears from extremism experts that they could motivate copycats. The speed of their virality has also made it challenging to fully take them offline. 
A manifesto that investigators believe was written by the two gunmen, whom police identified as Caleb Vazquez, 18, and Cain Clark, 17, says the men were inspired by Brenton Tarrant, the Australian gunman in 2019 who killed 51 people around two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, and streamed the massacre live on Facebook.
The Christchurch shooting was also a formative moment for Amin Abdullah, who had been so disturbed by the 2019 massacre that he had decided to become a security guard, a chaplain at the mosque told The Washington Post. Abdullah, 51, was standing watch at the Islamic Center of San Diego when he exchanged gunfire with the shooters and was killed in the attack, police said. 
The parallels between the first-person videos in San Diego and Christchurch are impossible to ignore and show the danger of extremist content proliferating online, said Jared Holt, a senior researcher at the extremism-tracking group Open Measures. The San Diego video, he said, resembled a clear attempt to replicate one of the world's deadliest mass shootings.
Extremists record acts like this "in hopes of inspiring somebody to reproduce what they've done," Holt said. "They look at the insane global impact that the Christchurch shooting had and aspire to something like that. ... In their world, they describe Tarrant as: He's the one with the high score."
The San Diego shooting video appears to have been recorded on a viewer's phone and shows the interfaces of the messaging service Discord, though the clip could have been downloaded and shared from one platform to the next. 
In the recording, users on an interface resembling Discord can be seen reacting to the scene, with a user, named "Otto," saying they're in "SOME MOSUQE" and "ONE OF THEM GOT SHOT IN THE ARM." Another user responds, "Bro tell her call the cops."

San Diego police officers stand guard at the Islamic Center on May 19. (Zoe Meyers/AFP/Getty Images)


A Discord spokesperson said the company found no evidence that the stream had originated on the platform and that it would support authorities during the investigation. The company said the footage appeared to be a secondary recording that was shared on Discord after the shooting occurred. 
The San Diego footage, with its "view like a video game, is intentional to hook young, digitally native audiences steeped in that aesthetic," said Adrian Shtuni, a security consultant and associate fellow at the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism, a think tank. "But it's not just ideology: it's also about ego, status and fame. They're chasing a morbid form of immortality through viral, hard-to-remove digital footage ... [and] the more it spreads through reposts and mirrors, the harder it becomes to contain."
In far-right extremism circles online, the Christchurch video is widely shared and discussed, with some posters sharing clips and memes portraying the shooter as a saint. Tarrant, 35, is serving a life sentence without possibility of parole. 
Graham Macklin, an assistant professor at the University of Oslo's Center for Research on Extremism, wrote in 2019 that the Christchurch stream, which was recorded with a GoPro camera, had become a milestone in the "gamification of mass murder" and that the gunman "grasped intuitively that digital technology could and would amplify his murderous message."
Though fewer than 200 people watched the Christchurch shooting live on Facebook, a group of users on the anonymous message board 8chan, where Tarrant first announced his attack, saved and reuploaded the video across the web, ensuring it would be viewed millions of times. 
The horror of the shooting led to an international agreement, known as the Christchurch Call, signed by countries and tech platforms that outlined steps to help prevent the broadcasting and sharing of violent extremist content. 
But the explosion of online video platforms and private video messaging, and the challenge of moderating the vast amount of footage uploaded or live-streamed every second, has nevertheless allowed killers to broadcast their shootings online, creating videos that viewers can save, cut into clips and share in perpetuity. 
In 2022, a White supremacist named Payton Gendron who also said he was inspired by Tarrant, streamed himself killing 10 Black people at a Tops supermarket in Buffalo -- beginning the video, as Tarrant did, from his car and continuing to record through his rampage. 
Lawyers for the victims' families are suing Discord, Meta, YouTube and other tech companies they said were responsible for helping radicalize the shooter and broadcast the attack. Gendron was sentenced in 2023 to life in prison without the possibility of parole. 
In the aftermath of the San Diego attack, some users on online platforms celebrated the shooting, with one X user writing, "Brenton Tarrant is back," according to research from SITE Intelligence Group, which tracks online extremism. In a thread on the anonymous message board 4chan, one user wrote, "There are more of us coming. We are done." 
San Diego police investigators said Tuesday that the suspects had met online, learned they both lived in San Diego and "exchanged radicalized ideology" before planning the attack. The teens shot and killed Abdullah before running into the building, entering a few empty rooms and exiting into a parking lot, where they killed a mosque caretaker, Mansour Kaziha, 78, and the husband of a mosque teacher, Nadir Awad, 57.
The teens then drove into a neighborhood, where they shot at but did not injure a gardener, and then stopped their car, where one of the gunmen shot the other and then turned the pistol on himself.
Investigators found writings in the vehicle the suspects used "outlining religious and racial beliefs of how the world they envisioned should look," according to Mark Remily, the FBI special agent in charge in San Diego. He said the manifesto espoused hate toward "a wide aspect of races and religions," adding, "These subjects did not discriminate on who they hated."
Cain was enrolled in an online school, iHigh Virtual Academy, and was on track to graduate this year, according to James Canning, a spokesman for the San Diego Unified School District. Cain had been enrolled in online classes in the district since the eighth grade, Canning said.
Vazquez attended an elementary school in the San Diego district but left in 2018 after the fifth grade, Canning said. Vazquez and Cain did not attend the same schools.
On Wednesday, plainclothes police officers canvassed house to house on the street near the mosque where the shooters ended their lives. A resident there, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation, pointed to splatters of blood on the street that were still visible from where he said the gunmen had been dragged from a white BMW.
The man's home security cameras picked up the sound of gunshots that he assumed were from the mosque, followed by more gunshots off camera and finally the car screeching to a halt in front of his house, he said. 
"You can hear them arguing, a lot of f-words," he said. Three gunshots rang out, and then silence, he said. He has turned the video over to police. 
Guns and tactical gear seen in the San Diego video bear insignia prominent in neo-Nazi circles, including a symbol known as a "Sonnenrad" embraced by the Nazis before World War II and adopted by White supremacists in the decades since, Shtuni said. A pistol seen in the video is scrawled with a swastika and the phrase, "Race War Now." 
The symbols, Shtuni said, suggested the gunmen were motivated by an interest in "accelerationism," the extremist ideology that says racist violence will help speed up the collapse of the social order and establish a pro-White ethnostate. Tarrant, Shtuni added, plays an "almost mythical role" in the far-right ecosystem and is "regarded as the tactical pioneer of modern live-streamed, manifesto-driven accelerationist terror."
The scrawling of ideological messaging on gear and weaponry has become a hallmark of high-profile shootings. Police investigators said Tyler Robinson, the suspect in the September killing of right-wing influencer Charlie Kirk, etched phrases and drawings into rifle shell casings that referenced online jokes and a popular video game, "Helldivers 2." The references, he said in an online chat cited in court documents, were one "big meme."
J.M. Berger, a terrorism expert and the author of "Extremism," said the messages are a way for shooters not just to lionize themselves but drive others to seek out what that drove them to violence in the first place. 
"They want people running down rabbit holes and getting exposed to these networks, so they put a lot of material in there to lead people to seek out more information," Berger said. "They have the belief that society has to get worse before it gets better ... and that random acts of violence will advance that cause."
Annie Gowen, Jeremy Roebuck and Daniel Wu contributed to this report.
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Ebola responders say aid cuts by Western nations left them ill-equipped for outbreak
The sweeping aid cuts have left the Democratic Republic of Congo struggling to contain an Ebola outbreak despite its extensive experience with the disease.

Workers at a hospital in Mongbwalu, Democratic Republic of Congo, prepare to move the body of a person believed to have died of Ebola on Wednesday. (Michel Lunanga/Getty Images)


By Rael Ombuor, Rachel Chason, Lauren Weber, Lena H. Sun | 2026-05-21
NAIROBI -- Medical personnel in the Democratic Republic of Congo know what it takes to get an Ebola outbreak under control. They have confronted 17 episodes of the disease in the past 50 years.
But this time, they say, they just don't have the capacity. 
Sweeping aid cuts by the United States and other Western nations to Congo  and the World Health Organization, which took effect last year, left frontline health agencies dangerously under-resourced as this Ebola outbreak erupted and spread with alarming speed.
Aid groups and health officials say they lacked the staff, surveillance systems and emergency supplies needed to quickly detect early infections or contain the virus as cases surged in recent days. 
"Before, there were resources available, there were international organizations reaching out," said Manenji Mangundu, Oxfam's country director in Congo, who is based in Goma, the capital of North Kivu province. Near the border with Rwanda, it is a city of 2 million that is still controlled by the M-23 Rwandan-backed rebel group. 
"Now, we are just not seeing the resources coming in as we would want," Mangundu said. "And we are watching cases rise. We are very, very worried." 
Congo is now scrambling to mount a response as the outbreak accelerates: By Wednesday, the WHO had identified nearly 600 suspected cases, nearly double the number from three days earlier, when WHO declared an international public health emergency, and 139 deaths, a jump of nearly 60 percent from the 88 deaths reported Sunday. 
The challenge is compounded by the fact that there are no approved vaccines or therapeutics for Bundibugyo, the strain driving the current Ebola outbreak, leaving overstretched responders with few tools to slow its advance.
Mangundu said that at the same point during previous outbreaks, there were more coordination centers set up by the WHO, more personal protective equipment coming in, and more isolation and triage centers established. 
Now, he said, during daily cross-agency meetings about coordination -- held with representatives from the WHO, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the United Nations, nonprofit organizations and Congolese officials -- requests for funding are often met with blank stares. 
"No one is forthcoming about resources," Mangundu said. "Everyone is struggling."
Overall, U.S. foreign assistance to Congo has dropped sharply to about $21 million allocated for fiscal year 2026, down from $430 million in 2025 and $1.4 billion in 2024, according to U.S. government statistics.
The slash in funding happened at the same time that M-23 seized vast territories in eastern Congo, a mineral-rich area beset by insecurity for decades. 
Various other militant groups have clashed with one another, and with the Congolese army in Ituri, the province at the center of the outbreak, posing additional obstacles to the arrival of medical aid.
Atul Gawande, a former senior official at the U.S. Agency for International Development, said funds allocated by Congress for  preventive measures, such as surveillance and contact tracing, were cut by the Trump administration  despite pleas from those in the system who warned that those measures were a stopgap for preventing disaster.
"No one is perfect, but our investments were working," Gawande said, noting that an outbreak in 2022 was detected in less than 48 hours and resulted in just one death. "Now, we are way behind -- it's been circulating for months or more, and it's going to take just as long to respond," he said. 
Officials believe that this time, the virus had spread for weeks before it was detected. The WHO has blamed the lag on medical personnel in Ituri, near the center of the outbreak, failing to recognize the disease and raise the alarm. Experts say it could make this outbreak one of the worst in more than a decade. 
The State Department has sharply rejected assertions by aid groups that cuts to USAID impacted the United States' ability to respond to Ebola. 
Spokesman Tommy Pigott said in a statement Tuesday that U.S. efforts were "more aligned and effective" because funding is coming through an agency within the State Department rather than a separate entity like USAID. Pigott announced that the U.S. would fund 50 treatment centers and in recent days said the U.S. had mobilized $23 million in bilateral assistance to Congo to help contain the outbreak. 
"It is false to claim that the USAID reform has negatively impacted our ability to respond to Ebola," he said. "Funding and support to combat Ebola continue, working with allies and partners."
A senior State Department official, speaking to journalists Tuesday on the condition of anonymity per the rules of the briefing, also criticized the response by the WHO, which he called "a little late" -- echoing remarks made by Secretary of State Marco Rubio. 
Gawande called that critique "the height of hypocrisy," noting that the Trump administration had announced its withdrawal from the WHO last year and eliminated funding in Congo  and neighboring countries for surveillance, training and rapid response to Ebola. The result was also that some supplies -- such as personal protective gear -- were stuck in warehouses for months. 
On the ground, nonprofit organizations say the impact of the cuts is already clear.
Amadou Bocoum, CARE's country director for Congo, who is also currently based in Goma, told The Washington Post that following the USAID cuts his organization lost nearly one-third of its budget and had to lay off 36 staff members -- all people he would be enlisting as community health workers now for the Ebola response.
His 89 remaining staff members are distributing disinfecting gels, masks and tips on proper safety measures.

Workers at the General Referral Hospital of Mongbwalu carefully move a body. (Michel Lunanga/Getty Images)


The group has run into citizens who are distrustful, as well as angry about the loss of resources after funding cuts. Some have even said that the aid groups might have brought Ebola to get more funding, Bocoum said.
"The only thing to break the chain, the chain of transmission, is to have those prevention measures, and we all know it's just a matter of resources," he said. 
Robyn Savage, the global roving humanitarian director for CARE, said that unlike during an outbreak in 2020, staff at many health facilities have not received proper training to handle Ebola, which "increases the risk of health-care-associated infections."
"The health system now is much more fragile," Savage said. "We're dealing with a crisis inside a crisis inside a crisis."
The International Rescue Committee said that in 2025, the U.S. financed a range of frontline health and outbreak preparedness activities across eastern Congo, including treatment for communicable and noncommunicable diseases, disease surveillance, and the construction and rehabilitation of water, sanitation and infection prevention and control infrastructure. But much of this funding ended in March 2025.
The organization said that nearly 60 percent of the group's health facilities in the center of the outbreak were forced to close last year due to funding cuts, primarily by the U.S., but also by the United Kingdom and Germany. 
"You have all these factors coming together and making a vulnerable health system even more vulnerable," said Megan Coffee, the International Rescue Committee's communicable-disease adviser, adding that Congo's government has shown that it knows how to control outbreaks -- but only with "logistical and financial support."
Now, she said, the combination of insecurity and funding cuts have created "the perfect storm."

Red Cross workers disinfect themselves on Wednesday after transporting the bodies of people who died of Ebola from a health center in Rwampara, Congo. (Moses Sawasawa/AP)


Mercy Corps' USAID funding for a project focused on improving water and sanitation in North and South Kivu provinces, including in Goma and around Bukavu, was cut, said Grace Wairima Ndungu, the senior manager for Africa communications and media for the group in Nairobi.
"The funding cut suspended planned improvements to water infrastructure, including tap stands, pipes, reservoirs and pumps, as well as support for local water distributors, limiting communities' ability to access clean, safe and reliable drinking water," Ndungu said.
Access to safe drinking water for about 1.2 million people was put at risk, she said. Plans to strengthen the management capacity of 20 local water distributors were also halted.
"We know that very well during such an outbreak, hygiene is very, very critical," she said. "We need enough water, safe drinking water, water to wash hands and everything."
Alfred Wadie, the deputy head of office based in Bunia, the capital of Ituri province, for the International Committee of the Red Cross, said that the crisis is only in the beginning stages. While there has been a substantial mobilization to address it, he said, that effort is clearly happening more slowly than in the past. 

Ground crew in Nairobi load medical supplies onto a charter plane operated by the U.N. Humanitarian Air Service and bound for Bunia, Congo. (Tony Karumba/AFP/Getty Images)


The result, he said, is that "organizations are forced to prioritize more, and concentrate on certain locations where vulnerabilities are higher."
Ultimately, the lack of resources will force hard decisions, he said, and could lead to some areas not getting needed help "because there just isn't enough."
Chason reported from Dakar, Senegal, and Weber and Sun from Washington.
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In rare clash, North Korea defeats South Korea ... on the soccer field
In an inter-peninsula match-up between women's teams that showed the limits of sports diplomacy, players from North Korea remained stone-faced -- until they won. 

North Korea's Naegohyang soccer team take on South Korea's Suwon team in Suwon, South Korea, on Wednesday. (Kim Soo-Hyeon/Reuters)


By Michelle Lee | 2026-05-21
SUWON, South Korea -- The North Korean soccer players arrived in South Korea this week for their first game on southern soil in eight years. But for a history-making bunch, the delegation appeared wholly indifferent to the weight of the moment. 
The stone-faced team walked through the airport arrivals area in silence, ignoring a crowd of cheering South Koreans. 

Members of North Korean Naegohyang women's soccer club arrive at the airport in Incheon, South Korea, on Sunday. (Kim Hong-Ji/Reuters)


It was a stark contrast to the last visit by North Korean athletes in 2018, when they smiled as they received flowers at the airport. This time, there were no such signs of camaraderie. 
Such are the limits of sports diplomacy at one of the lowest points in inter-Korean relations. In recent years, North Korea abandoned its long-standing goal of unifying with the South, declaring South Korea an enemy state and shutting the door to dialogue. 
That message could not have been clearer during the team's trip. 
Sports events have often been used as a vehicle for diplomatic exchanges between the Koreas, which have been separated since a 1953 armistice halted the Korean War and divided the peninsula. 
Koreans cannot freely visit each other across the border, but special exceptions have been made for political, business and sports trips. 
There have been more than 30 inter-Korean sports appearances, including when the Koreas competed jointly  or against each other in bilateral matches, according to a tally by the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
Notably, the 2018 Winter Games in PyeongChang, South Korea, was a major diplomatic  milestone between the two Koreas that eventually helped quell the "fire and fury" threatened by President Donald Trump over North Korea's nuclear and ballistic missile testing during his first administration. 
At the time, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un's powerful sister, Kim Yo Jong, made history when she attended the Opening Ceremonies, watching athletes from both countries marching under one flag.
Those days are long gone. 
Wednesday's match between women's club soccer teams from both ends of the Korean Peninsula marked the first visit by North Korean athletes since 2018 and the first women's club soccer match ever between the two Koreas. 
Yet with North Korea's new policy toward the south, it wasn't clear at first if the athletes would show up at all. 
The 27 players and 12 staff members of North Korean women's club soccer team, Naegohyang, arrived at South Korea's Incheon Airport on Sunday  via an Air China flight connecting through Beijing, because there is no direct travel available between the two Koreas. 
North Korea is a formidable competitor in women's soccer in Asia -- in particular Naegohyang (meaning "my homeland"), the team based in Pyongyang, the capital, and sponsored by a consumer goods company of the same name. 
North Korea -- including its leader, Kim -- adores the women's team. The Koreas were set to face off in the Asian Football Confederation semifinal game. 
South Koreans were abuzz over the rare visit, and the roughly 7,000 seats at the venue, located in the city of Suwon, south of Seoul, sold out within a day. 

Activists hold signs to welcome North Korea's Naegohyang women's soccer club as they await their arrival at Incheon International Airport on Sunday. (Kim Hong-Ji/Reuters)


Pro-unification groups held banners welcoming the North Korean team at the airport and Suwon mobilized city officials to create a path of flowers along the team's bus route as a welcome gesture, according to South Korean newspaper Joongang Ilbo. 
People pored over live feeds of the players at an open practice, fascinated by the North Koreans wearing Nike and Adidas cleats because international sanctions against North Korea are supposed to ban foreign brands from being sold there. 
Civic groups formed an inter-Korean cheering section, since no one from the North would be able to travel here to support Naegohyang. 
The South Korean players, for their part, vowed to put up a fight: "If the North Korean players swear, we will swear back; if they kick us, we will kick them back," Suwon FC captain Ji So-yun said before the game. 
The visiting team, meanwhile, was markedly cool. The delegation, wearing matching skirt suits and a red pin on their left lapel depicting the faces of the first two Kim family leaders, did not glance at the South Korean groups welcoming them at the airport. 
Although the teams competing in the semifinals must stay at the same hotel under AFC regulations, Naegohyang successfully requested the South Korean team be moved to a different hotel. 
And at a pregame news conference, head coach Ri Yu Il and one of his players sat expressionless and gave curt answers to questions about South Koreans' response to their arrival. 

North Korea coach Ri Yu Il during a news conference on Tuesday, ahead of the match against South Korea's Suwon women's club. (Jung Yeon-je/AFP/Getty Images)


"We came here strictly to play the game. We will focus solely on tomorrow's match and the upcoming games," Ri said. "Therefore, the issue of the cheering squad is not something I, as the coach, nor our players need to think about. We will focus only on the game." 
In other words, for the North Koreans, this visit was strictly about the business at hand: winning. The venue, in South Korea, was a logistical side note. (Plus, if they failed to participate in the league's championship games, they would have faced a fine.) 

North Korean forward Kim Kyong Yong (center left) vies for the ball with South Korea's Suwon club goalkeeper Kim Kyung-hee during the Women's Asian Champions League semifinal football match at Suwon Sports Complex in Suwon on Wednesday. (Pedro Pardo/AFP/Getty Images)


A heavy downpour and winds on Wednesday deterred many fans, but thousands of South Koreans still showed up in raincoats and ponchos. 
"It's been almost 10 years since we've come together like this," said Park Jeong-hee, director of the Committee of Ten Million Displaced Families, one of the civic groups organizing the cheering section. "So we wanted to enjoy the experience as much as possible despite the rain." 

South and North Korean joint cheering squads during Wednesday's match. (Kim Sung-Min/Yonhap/AP)


In the inter-Korean cheering section were descendants of families separated or displaced by the war and North Korean escapees, waving flags representing both teams  and singing old North Korean songs. 
"We don't know when or if they'll ever be back. But to the displaced families, those players were like their own granddaughters," Park said. "We just wish they wouldn't have looked so gloomy during their trip. They were frozen like they were in a strange land. We're one family." 
None of this seemed to faze the North Koreans, who showed no reaction to the cheering crowd. 
The North Koreans won, 2-1. And at last, they were all smiles. 

Naegohyang players celebrate after the match. (Kim Soo-Hyeon/Reuters)



North Korea's Kim Kyong Yong, center, is congratulated by teammates after scoring her team's second goal. (Lee Jin-man/AP)
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Middle East
As U.S. war redraws Middle East, Turkey braces for rivalry with Israel
Amid the unpredictability of President Trump's Middle East policies, Turkey is calling for "regional ownership" and pursuing new security pacts. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has presented Turkey as a mediator that can talk to everyone -- Russia and Ukraine, the U.S. and Iran. (Murad Sezer/Reuters)


By Ellen Francis, Burhan Yuksekkas | 2026-05-21
ANKARA -- As the Trump administration searches for a viable -- and victorious -- path out of its war against Iran, Turkey is preparing for a  changing balance of power in the Middle East, including a growing rivalry with Israel, and pushing to build new security partnerships. 
For Turkey, a NATO member that shares a 350-mile border with Iran, the war has not only caused deep tensions within the alliance but also highlighted the unpredictability of relations with Washington. Eventually, the U.S. military will pull back, potentially leaving chaos on Turkey's doorstep as well as an emboldened Israel. 
Here in the Turkish capital, the response is a policy that officials are calling "regional ownership" -- a call for power brokers to join forces and chart their own course. In its bid for new security pacts, Ankara has held talks in recent weeks with oil-rich Saudi Arabia, nuclear-armed Pakistan and Egypt, most populous nation in the Arab world. 
"I think regional ownership is crucial because sometimes external powers alien to the very nature of the region's problems can create a big mess," said Tacan Ildem, a former Turkish ambassador to NATO and chairman of Turkish think tank EDAM.
"Countries like the United States of course have a global agenda," said Ildem, "and we are allies with the U.S., but sometimes the priorities of big powers may not be matching."
The fall of Syria's Bashar al-Assad at the hands of Turkey-backed insurgents, and the weakening of Iran-backed militant groups, created an opportunity for Turkey to step up. 
Now, the Iran war is violently reshaping the region in untold ways. 
Ankara is seeking to play into the anxieties of some Gulf nations, where a volley of Iranian missiles and drones have raised questions about the limits of U.S. protections. Perhaps most acutely, Turkey is wary of an increasingly unrestrained Israel buoyed by its joint military campaign with the U.S., officials and analysts said. 
"We are seeking to increase solidarity among the region's nations," Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said on Al-Jazeera while visiting Qatar. 
"Everyone in the region now knows that if the region's countries do not resolve their own problems, there is no point in waiting for a solution from dominant powers," Fidan said last week. He cast this as one of the lessons of this war. 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has presented Turkey as a mediator that can talk to everyone -- Russia and Ukraine, the U.S. and Iran -- even as its military at times takes sides. 

President Erdogan, left, and Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa in Ankara, Turkey, in February 2025. (Francisco Seco/AP)


Turkey is a significant military power, with the second largest armed forces in NATO after the U.S. and a robust defense industry, including signature drones. Ankara's control over the Bosphorus Strait gateway to the Black Sea, between Europe and Asia, is also a major strategic advantage. 
At the same time, Turkey relies on NATO air defenses, which have intercepted four Iranian missiles headed to Turkish airspace since the Iran war began in late February.
Despite ambitions to be a regional force, Turkey does not have the hard power or nearly enough economic muscle to set its terms alone. It's exploring "mini regional alliances" to help shield its interests, said Asli Aydintasbas, a fellow at the Brookings Institution, the Washington-based policy organization.
"I think Turkey is feeling out there all alone and in a very perilous environment, while domestically, the government has been using this narrative of Turkey's omnipresence," Aydintasbas said. 
President Donald Trump's return to the White House has upended America's relationships with friends and foes alike. 
His administration has bashed European allies at NATO, unleashed another U.S. war of choice in the Middle East after campaigning against  such wars, and at times disregarded the interests of America's traditional partners. 
Turkish officials see parallels as U.S. allies, including Canada and European nations, seek to close ranks as a hedge against an ever more unpredictable Washington. 
The U.S. ambassador to Turkey, Tom Barrack, recently drew pushback for telling a Turkish diplomacy forum that "this part of the world respects only one thing: power." In some ways, that is how other governments see the Trump administration.
With Trump's comeback, Turkey hoped for a U.S. reset after years of frostiness including over Ankara's suspension from the F-35 fighter jet program after purchasing a Russian air defense system, Turkey's attacks on Syria's Kurdish region and its crackdown on political opposition.
Relations have warmed under Trump, who has embraced strongmen and gets along with Erdogan. A full reboot, however, remains elusive. 
Turkish leaders are also growing nervous about "a region in which Israel's desire to constantly mow the lawn and suppress its neighbors militarily is accepted by the United States," Aydintasbas said. 
Turkey's "Plan A would be to improve ties with NATO partners," she said, "but it has to think of what it can do in the absence of that." 

President Erdogan welcomes Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune to the presidential palace in Ankara on May 7. (Mustafa Kamaci/PPO/Reuters)


Ankara's unease has only grown in the past year as Israel carried out attacks on Syria, Lebanon, Iran and Qatar, while Israeli forces occupied territory in Syria and Lebanon. Turkey sees a strategic rival that is quick to destabilize other nations for its own interests, and that can bring the U.S. onside.
Israeli officials, meanwhile, accuse Turkey of being too aligned with Islamist groups hostile to Israel and see Ankara as a main rival for sway across the Middle East.
Some officials discount the escalating tensions as shadowboxing. Turkey has managed to maintain relations with Moscow, for example, even as its military fought against Russia's interests in Syria and by supporting Azerbaijan in its war against Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh.
But observers see the risk of a growing tug-of-war for influence between two U.S. allies that increasingly regard each other as a threat. 
Fidan, Turkey's foreign minister, has warned that "Netanyahu's administration" and others were "seeking to declare Turkey the new enemy" after the Iran war. 
That followed declarations by former Israeli prime minister Naftali Bennett, who is seeking a comeback in upcoming elections, that "Turkey is the new Iran." He accused Ankara of "trying to flip Saudi Arabia against us and establish a hostile Sunni axis with nuclear Pakistan."
Ties between Israel and Turkey -- the first Muslim-majority country to officially recognize Israel -- have a long history, featuring joint military exercises and arms sales. 
Some channels remain open. But tensions have peaked as Turkey became a strident critic of Israel's devastation of Gaza, with Erdogan and Netanyahu locked in a war of words.
Israel has also deepened military cooperation with Greece, a European Union member that Turkey has squared off with in the eastern Mediterranean.
Turkish officials say they have no interest in a military conflict with Israel, but Ankara has a message: "We are ready" so don't even try, one diplomat said.
"That would be folly, a lose-lose situation that defies logic," the diplomat said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. "I would hope it's just posturing." 
In the past, Washington typically stepped in to "make sure this doesn't get out of control," but today seems "not really interested," said Aydintasbas. 
Whatever the outcome in Iran, Turkey and Israel will be the region's two leading military powers, she added: "How they deal with one another ... will also define what happens in the rest of the region."
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Putin, Xi signal unity but fail to reach deal on pipeline sought by Russia
The Power of Siberia 2 pipeline could carry 50 billion cubic meters of Russian natural gas annually to China.

A pedestrian passes a screen showing news footage of Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Beijing on Wednesday. (Florence Lo/Reuters)


By Catherine Belton, Lyric Li | 2026-05-20
Amid the elaborate ceremony of a visit to Beijing, Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday failed once again to persuade Chinese leader Xi Jinping to sign off on a major new gas pipeline, underscoring once again the importance -- and limitations -- of Russia's growing dependency on China for energy sales. 
However, the two leaders, who are longtime allies but also uneasy neighbors, were united in portraying themselves as stabilizing forces seeking to counter chaos unleashed by the United States in recent months.
Just days after President Donald Trump visited Beijing, Putin and Xi appeared to take swipes at the U.S. war against Iran and the American military's toppling of Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro.
In a joint statement, Xi and Putin condemned what they called "treacherous military strikes against other countries, the hypocritical use of negotiations as cover for preparing such strikes, the assassination of leaders of sovereign states, the destabilization of the domestic political situation in these states and the provocation of regime change, and the brazen kidnapping of national leaders for trial."
"Unilateral hegemony is rampant," Xi said, according to a Chinese government readout of the meeting, in a clear dig at the United States. 
Xi also said that "a comprehensive cessation of hostilities" in the Middle East "is of the utmost urgency," telling Putin during the talks, according to China's Xinhua News Agency, that this "would help reduce disruptions to the stability of energy supplies, the smooth operation of industrial and supply chains, and the international trade order."
"The world today is far from peaceful, with unilateralism and hegemonism posing grave dangers, and the world facing the risk of regressing to the law of the jungle," Xi told Putin, according to the state-controlled Xinhua agency.
But while the two leaders sought to emphasize their partnership against arbitrary actions by other nations, China also sided with Russia in calling for eradicating what Moscow describes as "the root causes" of its war against Ukraine.
This demand, which China signed off on in the joint statement with Russia, signals that Beijing continues to back Moscow's hard-line goal of dismantling Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's pro-Western government and ensuring that Ukraine never enters NATO.
Despite the concerted show of cooperation and bonhomie, tensions have been simmering under the surface between the two countries as Moscow grows increasingly reliant on Beijing for Chinese purchases of Russian energy and supplies of Chinese components to sustain the war against Ukraine.
There is also deep distrust between the neighboring countries' security services, and Russia is investigating at least one case of alleged espionage by China, according to Western officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. Both sides, however, have avoided making the case public to minimize fallout. 
Putin had hoped to use the visit to finally win Xi's approval of Russia's long-standing proposal to build the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline, which could carry 50 billion cubic meters of Russian natural gas annually to China. But that effort appeared to fall flat Wednesday.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters Wednesday that there is still no information about specific timelines for the launch of the project. 
"In fact, the president said during the talks that there is already a general understanding of the main parameters of Power of Siberia 2," Peskov said. "There is an understanding of the route and of how it will be built. Some details still need to be finalized, but overall such an understanding already exists."
Moscow has also been increasingly concerned by China's role as a major source of components for Ukraine's drone industry, helping drive a huge ramp-up in production over the past year, even as Russia relies on these supplies as well, analysts said.
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Media
Media scion James Murdoch buys New York magazine, Vox.com
Other Vox titles, including Eater, Popsugar, SB Nation, the Dodo, and the Verge, are not included in the transaction. They will make up a second, independent company under a new name.

James Murdoch, founder and chief executive of Lupa Systems, in San Francisco in 2023. (David Paul Morris/Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


By Scott Nover, Liam Scott | 2026-05-20
James Murdoch, the younger son of media mogul Rupert Murdoch, is buying New York magazine and the news website Vox.com, according to an email reviewed by The Washington Post, a deal that cements his journalistic ambitions apart from the conservative media empire built by his family.
As part of the deal, announced Wednesday morning, Murdoch -- through a holding company called Lupa Systems -- will also acquire Vox's podcast network, which distributes dozens of shows including Kara Swisher and Scott Galloway's "Pivot" and Esther Perel's "Where Should We Begin?"
In an email to staff members, Vox Media CEO Jim Bankoff wrote that the company would cleave into two.
A new Murdoch-owned company, run by Bankoff, will include New York, Vox.com, and the podcast network. Another company, run by Vox Media President Ryan Pauley, will get a new name and comprise brands not included in the purchase: Eater, Popsugar, SB Nation, the Dodo and the Verge.
The company said that the deal is expected to close in four to six weeks. Vox Media and Lupa Systems did not respond immediately to a question about the sale price.
"Separating into two distinct companies best sets up our brands, shows, businesses, talent and teams to continue to lead and prosper in the changing media landscape," Bankoff wrote.
"This acquisition aligns well with our existing holdings and investments and reflects both our interest in the forward edge of culture and our deep commitment to ambitious journalism and agenda-setting conversations," Murdoch said in a statement.
In a separate email to Vox.com staff reviewed by The Post, editor in chief Swati Sharma said the sale was a "deliberate decision" and backed the new owners. 
"In James and Kathryn Murdoch, we have owners whose record reflects their values -- values important to Vox," she wrote. She noted that the Murdochs have committed more than $50 million to strengthening journalism through their Quadrivium Foundation, including the website SciLine that connects journalists and scientists and the local news-focused nonprofit American Journalism Project.
"They believe in editorial independence, see the value in multiplatform journalism, and through their foundation, are invested in finding solutions to societal problems," Sharma wrote. "I couldn't have hoped for better stewards of Vox."
Vox Media's sale comes days after Byron Allen announced he had reached a $120 million deal to buy BuzzFeed, a fellow darling of the 2010s media ecosystem. Vox has fared better than peers, growing through acquisitions (including New York in 2019), podcast investments, and a pivot to membership model as traffic from social media platforms and search engines has plummeted. 
In a separate email to New York magazine staffers reviewed by The Post, editor in chief David Haskell said the Murdochs have struck him as "thoughtful, careful, and principled," with a "sophisticated understanding" of the media business.
In his email to New York's staff, Haskell acknowledged that James and his wife, Kathryn, have sought their own way to make a mark, distinct from the existing Murdoch empire.
"They also have a palpable sense of responsibility. They have asserted, publicly and at times painfully, within the family business and then from outside of it, that the media should play a positive role in society," he wrote.
James Murdoch is perhaps best known as the left-leaning offshoot of a right-wing media family.
His father is Rupert, the 95-year-old Australian-born media titan who built Fox News into a cable news juggernaut and has been the steward of the Wall Street Journal since 2007. The Murdoch family's combined fortune is north of $23 billion, according to Forbes. (The deal is also an odd return for New York magazine, which was owned by Rupert Murdoch between 1976 and 1991.)
James Murdoch, who served as the CEO of 21st Century Fox from 2015 until 2019, stepped away from the family media business in 2020 over what he described in a letter as "disagreements over certain editorial content published." He and Kathryn expressed dissatisfaction with how the family's Australian news outlets covered climate change amid a spate of wildfires in the region.
Kathryn and James have also invested in the Bulwark, a media company aimed at Republicans opposed to President Donald Trump, and the 19th, the gender-focused nonprofit newsroom.
Following a high-profile succession battle over the future of the family business, Lachlan Murdoch, Rupert's eldest son, took control in a deal reportedly worth more than $3 billion. Lachlan is seen as Rupert's ideological companion, while James has sought to chart his own course -- a reality cemented by Wednesday's purchase. 
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How to get the best deal on a new home HVAC system
What to know about energy efficiency, contracts and avoiding shady financing deals.

(iStock)


By Kevin Brasler | 2026-05-21
Replacing your home's heating or cooling equipment can cost thousands of dollars. When you need to upgrade your system, you'll want to work with a company that offers the best possible advice and prices. How well a new system performs and what it costs largely depends on how well it is designed and installed. 
Nonprofit Washington Consumers' Checkbook's surveys of local consumers turned up dozens of excellent HVAC services. But many others received poor overall ratings from surveyed customers. If you need to replace or add equipment, there's lots to consider.
HVAC companies will present you with several options offering a range of energy efficiency capabilities.
Need a new central air conditioner? Consider a heat pump instead. These devices are basically air conditioners that can both heat and cool buildings. New models are extremely energy efficient and quiet and can reduce reliance on furnaces. 
For all types of HVAC equipment, energy-efficient models cost more than basic ones. But lower power bills and rebates from utility companies can allow you to quickly recoup the extra cost.
Most HVAC contractors won't provide detailed calculations on exactly how much highly energy-efficient equipment will lower your utility bills. But they can estimate what percentage you'll save with different types and models of equipment. You can then roughly calculate your annual energy bills to determine how much you'd save with say, Furnace A versus Furnace B.
If you're planning an addition or seeking to improve heating or cooling in one room, a basement, or an upper floor, consider a ductless mini-split heat pump, which allows you to control temperatures in a single space.
Don't spend thousands of dollars on efficient HVAC equipment without taking other steps to reduce energy waste. Identifying and sealing leaks and improving insulation will give you the biggest bang for your buck. Many improvements cost little or nothing but will have substantial effects on your utility bills.
Make sure that the equipment you buy is the correct size for your home. Undersize units won't efficiently heat or cool spaces; oversize units cost more and cycle on and off constantly, boosting utility bills, making more noise, requiring more frequent maintenance and dying sooner.
The size of heating and cooling units is called capacity. For furnaces and heat pumps, capacity is the amount of heat a unit can generate as measured in British thermal units (BTUs). For air conditioners (and heat pumps operating in cooling modes), capacity is measured in BTUs but expressed as the amount of heat the units can remove. The capacity of heat pumps and air-conditioner units is usually described in "tons." One ton equals 12,000 BTUs -- for example, a 36,000-BTU air conditioner is a "three-ton unit."
If you have expanded your home, finished a previously unconditioned space, or if your old equipment didn't sufficiently heat or cool all parts of your home, companies should perform a load calculation to determine the right size of equipment. (If you are replacing old equipment that adequately heated and cooled your home, you can skip this step.)
Getting competitive bids from several contractors will save you money. For large installation jobs, it's common for company-to-company price differences to exceed $1,500 for the same equipment and work. Even for smaller installation jobs, prices vary considerably. 
Invite at least three reputable companies (that you have identified through Checkbook's ratings or that have been recommended by friends or neighbors) to your home to offer written proposals. Ask each to explain whether you need more than one separate heating or cooling system and more than one thermostat, and whether you'd benefit greatly from features such as variable-speed blowers. If you're adding a new type of system, ask how ducts will be run, where and how a condenser unit and blower will be mounted, plus how to access equipment for maintenance and filter replacement.
Their advice and your choices affect how noisy the system is, how quickly and uniformly your home is heated or cooled, how easy the system is to maintain, energy consumption, and how disruptive the installation process will be. You'll also want to ask how much closet, attic, or outdoor space the system requires, and how the ducts and air-supply registers will affect the appearance of your home.
Ask each company which makes and models of equipment it will install and their capacity, energy efficiency and sound ratings. Most companies can offer equipment at several quality levels; ask about pros and cons.
For installation contracts, get performance guarantees specifying how warm or cool the equipment will keep your house, and how uniform the temperature will be inside when outside temperatures reach a specified level. Be sure your contract clearly states the company's responsibilities on issues like providing an electrical supply and hooking up your equipment to the electrical panel; providing drainage for condensate; enclosing ductwork; and painting and patching holes.
Whether you need repairs or a new unit, settle with a credit card. If you are dissatisfied with the work, you can dispute the charge with your credit card company.
Because many homeowners don't have the cash on hand to pay for the equipment and installation, companies often offer financing through third parties, usually at high interest rates.
Before signing loan paperwork, review all repayment terms. If an HVAC company offers you a zero-interest loan, you'll often have an interest-free period but pay a hefty deferred-interest fee when it ends. Some HVAC outfits now push equipment leases; the policies we've reviewed might be the most lopsided contracts we've encountered in Checkbook's 50-year history, so it's best to avoid those.
Kevin Brasler is executive editor of Washington Consumers' Checkbook and Checkbook.org, a nonprofit organization with a mission to help consumers get the best service and lowest prices. It is supported by consumers and takes no money from the service providers it evaluates. You can access Checkbook's ratings of local HVAC services and advice free until June 15 at Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/HVAC.
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The Optimist
Billie Jean King just graduated from college at 82 in a true 'super ager' move
"Everything you do, winning or losing, good or bad, it's feedback, not failure," the tennis legend said. 

"Have fun, be fearless and make history," King said during her commencement speech. (Cal State LA)


By Sydney Page | 2026-05-21

At 82, Billie Jean King walked across the stage on May 18 at Cal State LA to collect the history degree she first began pursuing in 1961.


In 1961, Billie Jean King enrolled at what was then Los Angeles State College, but left after three years to pursue professional tennis. 
She went on to become one of the sport's most iconic players, reaching  No. 1 in the world ranking and winning 39 Grand Slam titles across singles, doubles and mixed doubles. She also became a staunch advocate for gender equality and made history as the first female athlete to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Despite her long list of accolades, the unfinished degree bothered her. On May 18, at age 82, King walked across the stage at Cal State LA and collected the Bachelor of Arts in history she had begun more than six decades earlier. 
"It is a privilege for me to be here as a member of your graduating class," she said during  her commencement speech. "Yeah, baby! Only 61 years!" 

Billie Jean King during her commencement speech at Cal State LA on May 18. (Cal State LA)


She explained why it held extra meaning for her. 
"Like so many of today's graduates," King said, "I am the very first member of my immediate family to graduate from college." 
Research suggests King's late-life accomplishment is more than a milestone -- it's the kind of behavior associated with becoming a "super ager."
According to Eric Topol, a cardiologist and longevity researcher who directs the Scripps Research Translational Institute, two strong contributors to healthy aging are continuing to learn new things and keeping a sense of purpose. King's decision to return to college in her 80s hits both.
"This can't do anything but help her get to being a super ager," said Topol, author of  "Super Agers: An Evidence-Based Approach to Longevity."
A super ager, as Topol defines it, is anyone over 85 with good cognitive function, and without neurodegenerative disease, cancer or cardiovascular disease. 
Topol said there are two systems in the human body that researchers increasingly believe are the main determinants of health span -- the brain and the immune system. 
"They are really what accounts for why healthy aging occurs in some people," he said. "Nurturing the brain definitely helps to drive healthy aging." 
Topol explained that there is more robust evidence for why physical activity is important for longevity -- "The data for that is overpowering," he said. But cognitive engagement leans in a similar direction, he said, though there isn't as much research on it.

King receiving her degree from Cal State LA president, Berenecea Johnson Eanes. (Cal State LA)


King -- who was not available for an interview with The Washington Post  -- has certainly led a physically active life. She has said she returned to school because she wanted to finish what she started.
"I came back with a purpose," she said in her commencement speech. "I like completing things. It's like shaking hands at the net after a match." 
While keeping mentally busy has cognitive benefits, Topol said, completing a college degree goes deeper, since it involves learning a new skill -- which has shown to help prevent neurodegenerative disease -- and having a purpose, which has been documented to promote healthy aging. 
"This has a dual benefit," Topol said. "This is a twofer, because it's a purpose, and it's a brain health-promoter." 
The same would apply, Topol noted, to learning a new language, taking up a musical instrument or pursuing any long-term intellectual challenge later in life. 
King, who was born and raised in Long Beach, California, told the graduating class about her family: a firefighter father, a homemaker mother who later worked outside of the house and a younger brother, Randy Moffitt, who pitched in the major leagues  for 12 years. 
She also reflected on the causes that shaped her life on and off the court.
"Tennis is a global sport, and it became my platform. But equality was my dream; to make the world a better place," she said. 
King closed her speech by dropping bits of wisdom for the graduating class: 
"Champions practice their strength. Concentrate on what you're strong at and practice it." 
"Everything you do, winning or losing, good or bad, it's feedback, not failure."
"Don't take things personally. That's really important. Don't let others define you - you define yourself."
"Pressure is a privilege. And champions adjust or adapt." 
"Have fun, be fearless and make history." 
Afterward, King and a group of Cal State LA student-athletes hit signed tennis balls into the crowd. 

King and student-athletes hit signed tennis balls into the crowd. (Cal State LA)


"It's a nice inspiration to see somebody as an octogenarian getting a college degree," Topol said. "It's terrific. It's rare. It's great that people can take the initiative and get it done." 
Speaking to reporters after graduation, King said she hopes her accomplishment motivates others. 
"Sometimes you think, I'll try something and it'll be nice," King said. "This isn't nice -- this is magnificent. My hope is that I inspire even one person to go back." 
In an Instagram post the following day, King expressed how much her degree means to her.
"It is never too late to learn, to grow, or to chase the dream that still quietly calls your name," she wrote. "Whether you're 18 or 82, your goals are still worthy of pursuit. Never let anyone convince you that your moment has passed." 
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Advice
Asking Eric: Wife's hair keeps ending up in packed lunch
Letter writer is grateful wife packs their lunch everyday but wishes strands of her hair weren't included.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-05-21
Dear Eric: My wife is retired and does the majority of grocery shopping and cooking. For the past year or so she has also insisted on packing me a lunch to take to work.
I'm a teacher and bringing lunch has been part of my daily routine for years (there's no time in the school day to go out to lunch). She packs things like soups, salads or leftovers from dinner the night before. This is very generous and I appreciate that she wants to help make my workweek a little easier.
Sometimes, she even makes handheld breakfasts to go!
I've never asked for help with meal prep but we've just sort of fallen into this routine. While I always express my gratitude, what I haven't said is that I sometimes find hair in my meals. My wife's hair is distinctive looking; it's longish, curly and gray.
I don't want to be critical or seem ungrateful, but it's pretty unappetizing. What's your advice for how to communicate about this without hurting her feelings?
-- A Hairy Predicament
Hairy: I'm curious if you find hair in the dinners she makes as well or just the lunches. I suppose it's moot, but you might employ a different strategy if this was related more broadly to kitchen hygiene practices.
But let's assume it's just about lunch. I honestly think that the easiest course of action would be to pick out the hair and move on. However, I am empathetic to the fact that we can't always control what makes us lose our appetites, nor whether that appetite comes back. If your wife's kind gesture isn't having the desired impact, it's fine to pivot.
You can do this indirectly by telling her you appreciate how much help she's providing with grocery shopping and cooking, and you have appreciated the lunches, but you'd like to pack them yourself again. You can assure her that this isn't about the quality of the lunches (outside of the hair, it seems they were quite wonderful).
Or you can do this directly by expressing the same level of gratitude but also mentioning that you've noticed hairs on occasion. You might ask if she's noticed it, too. If she hasn't, a solution might be as simple as asking her to keep an eye out.
Dear Eric: My husband and I are in our 70s. He is kind and generous to me and has no problem with buying me expensive gifts. We don't go out very often, but when we do, he often will blow his top when he sees what food or tickets to an event cost, even when I offer to pay my share.
He then makes a public scene, and I worry that someone will call security. He doesn't yell at the employees but turns his ire on me.
When I try to reason with him, he says he's going to just leave me wherever we are (he never has). I've learned not to engage with him when he gets to this point, and I calmly tell him I'll just take the bus home, and I pull out my phone and start scrolling. He calms down fairly quickly and always apologizes, but I'm left shaken, as well as angry and disappointed because he has spoiled what I thought might be a good time.
I then resolve to only come back to the "offending" establishment with my friends and leave him at home. Sometimes, I try to talk to him beforehand and remind him that the prices will be high and I walk him through what might be a better reaction, and I ask him to make suggestions about what would make him more comfortable. It's exhausting for me, but it works once in a while. Is there anything else I can do, like learn to let this roll off my back?
-- Married to a Cranky Old Coot
Married: Good on you for trying to have a reasonable conversation with him. His inability or unwillingness to amend his behavior is a major cause for concern, however. Blowing up at you and making threats about leaving you is emotionally abusive behavior. Consider talking to a friend or a therapist about other aspects of his behavior to see if there are other places where you're having to deal with outbursts or manipulative actions.
Right now, he isn't deserving of the privilege of going out with you. Explain to him that these outbursts aren't just embarrassing, but they're emotionally abusive and make you unsafe. Tell him that you won't be going out with him at all until he talks to a counselor and comes up with a plan to control his emotions. He then needs to demonstrate that the plan is working and you're safe before you can go out again.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Fellow restaurant goers' intense PDA ruined our dinner
Do you ignore inappropriate PDA at a restaurant or do you say something?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-05-21
Dear Miss Manners: Six of us were at dinner in a nice restaurant. At a nearby table for two sat a man and a woman, who appeared to be grown-ups, rather than teenagers in their first relationships. 
During this couple's nice dinner out, their mutual attraction apparently got the better of them. The man had his hand COMPLETELY up the woman's skirt and she had her hand INSIDE his shirt. There was activity during the entire course of our meal. 
Half of the people at our round table had a constant, full view of the goings-on and were repulsed and distracted, while the other half of our table was extremely curious about what was so distracting to our tablemates. We left as soon as we had finished dinner. 
What is the appropriate thing to do in this case? Do you tell the manager that this activity is not restaurant-appropriate? Or do you comment over your shoulder and suggest that they "get a room?" 
We did nothing but leave, feeling like our enjoyable evening had been cut short by their amorous behavior. 
If you are going to say anything, then Miss Manners presumes you would prefer one of three resolutions: making the couple stop, embarrassing the couple or embarrassing the restaurant manager if they cannot effect one of the previous two outcomes. 
She mentions this because looking silly and ineffectual yourself do not make the list, though they are the most likely outcome of telling the couple to get a room or having to explain what you mean by restaurant-appropriate when the manager arrives to investigate. 
If you are unwilling to simply look the other way, she suggests asking if you can be moved to another table, even though you are halfway through your meal. This request will scandalize the restaurant manager far more than one customer having his hand up another customer's skirt. They will be unwilling -- and possibly unable -- to comply, but they will know you are serious. They will therefore have to either speak with the couple or in some way try to make the rest of your meal more palatable. 
Dear Miss Manners: When I am given a compliment, I always say "thank you," but I am not sure how to respond when others say kind things to me about my child. I feel more grateful for kind comments about him than those about me, but it feels odd to treat the compliment as though I can take credit for it by saying "thank you." Agreement feels like bragging. Help? 
It is not bragging because you are responding to what someone else said. 
But also, what else can you do? Disagree? If it helps, Miss Manners recommends thinking of the times when you have, or will, have to accept responsibility for junior's misdeeds.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2026 Judith Martin
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The 30 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Memorial Day arrives with outdoor concerts, street festivals and the reopening of the Smithsonian Castle. 

Haupt Garden, behind the Smithsonian Castle. (Hannele Lahti/Smithsonian Institution)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin | 2026-05-21
Celebrations for Memorial Day weekend and D.C. Black Pride include free jazz concerts, outdoor festivals and a chance to share a meal with strangers. After years of renovation, both the Smithsonian Castle and the Arts and Industries Building will temporarily reopen to the public, inviting visitors to explore exhibits and take guided tours. Also in the city, Lamont Plaza, Alethia Tanner Park near NoMa and the Dupont Circle fountain will fill with music and dancing on Saturday. 
The Go-Go Moshpit at Transmission
Two D.C. traditions collide head-on at the Go-Go Moshpit, a bill that proves that cranking and trashing aren't all that different. The Honest Politix, a band fronted by go-go booster Yaddiya, genre-agnostic D.C. act Hue and prolific pop-punker Breezy Supreme showcase D.C.'s next wave of bands. 8 p.m. $20. 
Jazz at Met Park 
Jazz returns to Metropolitan Park with another season of free outdoor concerts showcasing styles including go-go and bossa nova.  The series runs on select Thursdays through June 18. This week's performance features trumpet-heavy sets from Joe Brotherton, a familiar face in D.C.'s jazz scene found in Adams Morgan and Georgia Avenue bars, alongside food vendors including Toby's Homemade Ice Cream and Taqueria Xochi. Each concert also includes an artist-led studio session; this week's workshop is hosted by an artist from Arlington College Collective. Through June 18. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Vision Board Dinner Night at Flor Coffee
As we near the midpoint of the year, it's clear what goals we've achieved and which we haven't. At Flor Coffee, guests can spend the evening assembling vision boards while sharing an Argentine-style dinner of empanadas, pastries and wine, with nonalcoholic options available. Supplies including magazines, scissors and glue will be provided, and the guided activity is designed to help attendees reflect on goals for the rest of the year. Bring the friends that exist in your dreams and bring your goals to life on a board you can take home. 6 to 8 p.m. $24.
'The Great Gatsby' at the National Theatre
F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel "The Great Gatsby" certainly lends itself to Broadway spectacle, thanks to its Jazz Age setting and flapper-era fashions. In fact, dueling versions of Jay Gatsby-based musicals premiered in New York recently. One of those productions, "The Great Gatsby," a dazzling number produced by South Korea's acclaimed musical producer Chunsoo Shin, is bringing Jay Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan's doomed love story to stages across the country, including the National Theatre. Shin's "Gatsby" is known for its impressive staging, and on-the-nose songs based on the book, such as "My Green Light" or "New Money." Through May 24. 7:30 p.m. with additional 2 p.m. shows on Saturdays and Sundays. $67-$298.
Alternative Shavuot Experience at Sixth and I
Sixth and I, a synagogue in downtown D.C., will bring new meaning to the Shavuot holiday. Attendees will hear autobiographical stories about personal revelations, conversion and identity while jumping into Jewish texts over tubs of ice cream and cheesecake. The evening begins with a happy hour before transitioning into a storytelling slam and late-night reading session. Seating is general admission, but the event is first-come, first-served, so guests should arrive on time. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $12.
'Othello' at Shakespeare Theatre
Wendell Pierce is a familiar face on the small screen, with key roles in shows such as "The Wire," "Suits," "Tom Clancy's Jack Ryan" and "Elsbeth." But the actor is no stranger to the stage. Pierce is a Juilliard-trained, Tony-nominated actor, and he approached D.C.'s Shakespeare Theatre Company with the idea of starring in "Othello." The result is this spring's production of Shakespeare's tragedy under the direction of Simon Godwin, and the show has been extended into June due to popular demand. Through June 28. Various times, check the website for details. $39-$145.
Star Wars Trivia Night at Atlas Brew Works Bridge District 
Atlas Brew Works' monthly trivia night heads to a galaxy far away this week with an evening dedicated to "Star Wars." If you think you know everything about lightsabers, the franchise's characters, and the ins and outs of a certain father-son relationship, bring your friends to compete for a $50 gift card. Enjoy drink specials like $6 select pints, and food from Dabo Burger with the group you texted "May the 4th be with you" this month. Arrive early if you want to get a seat with your team. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.
Jazz in the Garden at the National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden
The first Jazz in the Garden concert of the season at the National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden is a surefire sign that summer is upon us. Unfortunately, attending requires a bit more legwork than Film Screening at The Festival Center just packing a picnic blanket. To secure a spot, you have to register for a lottery for free tickets, which opens on Monday morning the week before each event, and closes on Friday at noon. To guarantee entry to May 22's concert, featuring local favorites Oh He Dead, a five-piece band known for its contagious blend of soul and funk, you'll have to make a request on the National Gallery's website between Monday and 15. This kicks off an "American Sounds"-themed season inspired by America's 250th birthday. Jazz in the Garden attendees can expect to hear a range of sounds, including jazz (obviously) to salsa, New Orleans dancehall R&B, folk and Bhangra funk. Through Aug. 14. 5 to 8:30 p.m. Fridays from May 22 to Aug. 14., except June 5 and July 3. Free, registration required via online lottery, with limited day-of passes available starting at 5 p.m.
Smithsonian Castle Reopening on the National Mall
It's a big week for the Smithsonian! This week, The Smithsonian Castle reopens after three years of renovations, marking the first public access to the historic (and oldest Smithsonian building) since construction began. The Arts and Industries Building will also reopen for public hours for the first time since 2004. Visitors can now take a walk through the castle's new-and-improved Great Hall and exhibits detailing the building's history and ongoing restoration as part of the Smithsonian's programming for the country's 250th anniversary. Through Sept. 27. The Smithsonian Castle is open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; the Arts and Industries Building is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
IlluminAsia BookCon at The Smithsonian's National Museum of Asian Art 
The Smithsonian's National Museum of Asian Art spends May celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month with the IlluminAsia Festival, a multipronged event which includes its own book fair. The IlluminAsia BookCon is in partnership with the Asian American Book Club, and the fun begins with "Bruce Lee Night" on Friday, May 22. Show up at 5 p.m. to buy a copy of Jeff Chang's biography of the legendary martial artist, titled "Water Mirror Echo: Bruce Lee and the Making of Asian America." The evening includes a book signing and book talk with Chang, followed by a screening of Lee's "The Big Boss" film featuring live musical accompaniment from DJ 2-Tone Jones of Shaolin Jazz. The next day begins with a Children's Book Fair in the morning, complete with crafts, giveaways, book readings and a chance to meet children's book authors and illustrators. A book fair and market for adults begins at noon, where you can shop for tomes written by Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander authors and listen in to live discussions. The IlluminAsia BookCon wraps up with a DJ-led after-party outdoors on the museum's plaza. Friday from 5 to 9:15 p.m., Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the children's book fair, and noon to 9 p.m. for BookCon fair and disco. Free; advance registration is encouraged.
Brunch With Strangers at Caspian Crust
Saturdays are for D.C. brunch, but what if they're also for brunch with strangers, at a shared table? Caspian Crust, the Georgetown Turkish and Azerbaijani brunch spot known for simit, menemen and endless tea service, is hosting a communal brunch with the goal of bringing strangers together around one long table. Guests are encouraged to attend solo, with a friend or a date, for a casual meal focused more on authentic conversation than networking. To limit awkward introductions, the restaurant will provide guided conversation cards throughout the brunch. Attendance is capped at 24 guests for the first brunch. 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. $22.
MTP Block Fest at Lamont Plaza
What's more punk -- cumbia or the public library? Choose both at the free MTP Block Fest, presented by Secret Planet Productions and Mount Pleasant Library Friends. Along with vinyl and vendors, the day party in Mount Pleasant at Lamont Plaza features Colombian cumbia royalty Yeison Landero; the D.C.-born, Baltimore-based cumbia fusionists Soroche; and the crate-digging duo Leon City Sounds. 3 to 7 p.m. Free.
Black Pride Day Party at Spark Social
It's Black Pride Weekend and Club Cookout is fully prepared to throw it down on the grill. Imagine plates of mac 'n cheese, cabbage and chicken (a real soul food experience), games of spades and music galore. DJs Emerald Fox + Friends will spin house, R&B, Afrobeats and Latin music while guests  enjoy buffet-style plates and an afternoon in the sun. Admission includes access to the buffet. 2 to 6 p.m. $20. 
National Tap Dance Day Park Jam at Dupont Circle
The Wood Collective returns to Dupont Circle for its third annual National Tap Dance Day celebration, where it will honor the legendary performer Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, who spent much of his time in D.C. after moving from Richmond. All tap dancers -- beginners and veterans -- along with body percussionists, musicians and  those who just wish to watch, are invited to spend time on the dance floor by the fountain. A limited number of tap boards will be available on-site, though attendees are welcome to bring their own. 4 to 6 p.m. Free, registration encouraged.
Georgian Alphabet Workshop at Martin Luther King Jr. Library
For those looking to expand their learning palette, you can do so by learning the basics of the Mkhedruli script, a modern alphabet used for the Georgian language, during this beginner-friendly workshop at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. The script is the modern and standard alphabet for the Georgian language, featuring 33 letters, each corresponding to one sound. The class will introduce the writing system, with instruction led by a language expert. The workshop is "best for attendees with no or limited Georgian writing skills." 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free, registration required.
Memorial Day Weekend Karaoke at Apple Lounge 
Your Memorial Day doesn't just have to be fireworks and food, it can also be the chance for a late-night karaoke party at the Apple Lounge, where mics, your favorite songs and drinks flow into the early morning. Whether you're planning a full group performance or a solo ballad, the stage will remain open while the liquid courage builds until 1 a.m. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free. 
Independent Films Screening at As You Are
Themes of motherhood, body, spirit and earth will be on the big screen at Capitol Hill's As You Are. All three of the films will showcase a range of perspectives, each followed by a Q&A with the filmmakers. While the films screen, As You Are's regular brunch and bar menu will be available to guests. Even if you can't join in-person, the event offers a virtual ticket option that will grant viewers a link to the screening after purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. $8. 
CapHouse Fest at Alethia Tanner Park
Whether it's raining or shining (and it'll most likely be raining), CapHouse Fest returns for its seventh year with a full day and packed lineup of performers including a disco-punk duo, the Illustrious Blacks; an indie soul-jazz artist, Deborah Bond; and eight DJs with a range of styles. The festival, which began as a grassroots dance gathering, has now evolved into a much-anticipated free festival in the city. Make sure you wear your sunscreen, the party will run all day. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free, tickets required. 
Rooftop Beach Bash at Clarendon Ballroom
Spend your weekend on Clarendon Ballroom's rooftop, where drinks are discounted and music is blasting. The rooftop will transform into a beach-themed party, so guests are encouraged to wear their summer-inspired outfits. Margaritas, beers, tequila sunrise shooters, and rails will all be under $7 throughout the day. Entry is free, with an optional ticket upgrade available. 3 to 10 p.m. $0-$10.
Sari-Sari Pop-Up Market at Metrobar
Hosts and co-organizers Kim & 46 and SAMASAMA will celebrate  AAPI Heritage Month at Metrobar. The bar will transform into a local market with music, food from vendors like Toi Moi, as well as art and shopping. Art activities include a Philippine "Gold" Metal Art and artist-led sessions. Cultural performances will include five acts, including a live painting event with Salvador Rubio Rivera. All ages are welcome for this family-friendly outing but, guests under 21 must be accompanied by an adult. Noon to 5 p.m. Free. 
Mah-jongg Munchies at the Chinese American Museum
It's not a night solely for mah-jongg but also for bites and a chance to meet the rest of the game community, something valued within Chinese culture -- where food and mah-jongg often are enjoyed together. Mah-jongg United, a community project founded by Jennie Mak, and LowBowLSupper, a supper series hosted by Brian Chou, will bring together culture through a curated food experience. Think a dinner party with games, except spots are limited to 20 players, and for this outing, it's important to arrive on time. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. $60. 
Latin Coffee Party at Kick Axe Throwing
Sunday mornings are for coffee and PerreoO Therapy is throwing a coffee-centered party paired with brunch drinks and old-school reggaeton. Guests 21 and older can spend the afternoon sipping coffee and cocktails filled with "Latin spirit," during the event's third installment. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $19.50-$26. 
The Gym Jam at the Dwight Mosley-Taft Basketball Courts
The Gym Jam turns the basketball courts into an outdoor dance floor with a DJ, live drumming and conversation. When you're not dancing, there will be games available to play with friends, and a crowd to return to. Come solo and meet new people or with a group of friends you feel comfortable hitting crazy moves with. 3 to 7 p.m. $15.
Spring & Eid Market at Lulu's Cafe
The "proudly-Palestinian" Lulu's Cafe on I Street is home to bakery pastries and coffee, but will open its doors Sunday as a Spring and Eid Market. Vendors include 411 Collective, Dip'd Desserts, Liberation Apparel, City Keffiyeh, among a long list of others. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Mom's Art Show at Dupont Underground
It's always the right time for moms to be appreciated and Dupont Underground will host a weekend of art to do just that. Work created by mothers across mediums indulging painting, photography, mixed media, printmaking and more, will come together as vendors to sell their pieces. Alongside browsing and shopping, attendees can also learn more about the artists and the stories behind their art at the Mom's Art Market. Even with the event upcoming, Dupont Underground is still accepting moms looking to share their work. Saturday, noon to 8 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. Free. 
The Pink Exchange Fashion Pop-Up at 1155 Dahlia St. NW
Vintage sellers, beauty vendors and sustainable fashion vendors gather for The Pink Exchange, a pop-up built to bring attention to secondhand shopping and local style. Browse clothing bins, meet vendors with their own statement pieces and shop pre-loved pieces throughout the afternoon. It's also a spot to hang out and talk between racks. Noon to 5 p.m. Free, registraton encouraged.
Memorial Day Cookout at Bullpen
Even though the Nationals will be out of town for their game against the Cleveland Guardians for the holiday, their popular pregame destination and venue space, Bullpen, will be open for a cookout hosted by Booze & Buns. The grill will be on at food trucks  that'll serve the traditional Memorial Day meals like burgers, and drinks will also be on the menu. For this cookout, foldable chairs aren't necessary but you are encouraged by the host to "bring your cousins," even with the organizers expecting a crowd of 2,500 people until the sun sets. 2 to 9:30 p.m. $5-$40. 
Sewing Machine Basics at 52 O Street Studios 
A lot of D.C. finds itself in thrift stores on the weekends, where pop-ups are everywhere and used clothes take up city racks, but when there's a small hole or something to tailor, what happens next? At 52 O Street Studios, you can learn how to sew through a basic guide of threading, stitching and fabric fundamentals, in under 90 minutes through a machine and fix your pre-loved clothes. Organizers say the event is perfect for true beginners and those who have never even touched a sewing machine before.  6:30 p.m. $62-$330.
Pink Wines of France Wine Tasting at Josephine
Join wine lovers at Josephine's for a night of rose wine tasting with a certified sommelier accompanied by an artisanal cheese dish. Rose is a classic, and according to Josephine's, D.C. thinks so too: "We drink more rose per capita than any other metropolitan area in the country." Sips will be casual as a discussion around the production of the wine and its history is in session. 6 to 7 p.m. $49. 
Black Queer Stories at Station 3510
The Eunoia Cinema House brings a slew of Black and queer stories  from independent artists for D.C. Black Pride, a part of their bimonthly screening of DMV-based filmmakers. After the films screen, there will be an opportunity for viewers to ask questions of the film's directors. Three films will be shown, with one having a mystery late-night matinee following the main screening. 7 to 9:30 p.m. $15.
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A live TV gaffe turned the 'Survivor 50' finale into a fitting train wreck
An inadvertent spoiler from host Jeff Probst ensured that a season filled with missteps would end with the biggest one of all.

From left, Jonathan Young, Rizo Velovic, Joe Hunter, Tiffany Ervin and Aubry Bracco in the finale of "Survivor 50." (Robert Voets/CBS)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-05-21
"Survivor 50," the milestone season of CBS's indefatigable reality competition, concluded Wednesday night in fitting fashion: as a subversively entertaining train wreck.
It ultimately was Aubry Bracco -- making her third trip to "Survivor's" final five -- who emerged from a field of returning fan favorites and triumphed after 26 days in the Fijian jungle. But the biggest twist of an otherwise pedestrian finale was a blunder by host Jeff Probst (or perhaps someone in the CBS control room) during the show's live reunion framing device in a Los Angeles studio.
The mishap occurred moments before CBS broadcast the fire-making challenge between Rizo Velovic and Jonathan Young that narrowed the final four to three. As Probst interviewed Velovic, he asked the swaggering 26-year-old to take a seat alongside the other ousted contestants -- spoiling Young's victory before it aired. Cue uncomfortable muttering around the room.
"What just happened?" Probst asked. "The fire hasn't happened yet," replied sixth-place finisher Cirie Fields. After an awkward cut to commercial, Probst came back with a sheepish grin and a tongue-in-cheek explanation.
"It's the last twist of the season," Probst said to waves of laughter. "We call it a peek into the future. So now we're going to watch Rizo lose in fire to Jonathan."
Innocent as it may be, it was yet another gaffe in a season filled with them. The 50th installment was subtitled "In the Hands of the Fans," but true "Survivor" aficionados had plenty to gripe about -- starting with the distortion of that viewer-empowering premise.
A year ago, "Survivor" released polls to dictate how the 50th edition would be crafted. Some choices were definitive enough. Exhibit A: Wednesday's finale concluded with that fateful live coronation in Hollywood because voters chose that option over a taped reveal back in Fiji.
Yet, too many of the game's missteps were producer-driven stumbles explained away with the rationale that the fans voted for it. Take the third-episode tribal swap that unmoored the show's momentum and ensured that several eliminations would be dictated more by dumb luck than gameplay.

MrBeast, left, and host Jeff Probst in "Survivor 50." (Robert Voets/CBS)


Yes, the fan poll -- "I want the tribes to switch" or "I do not want the tribes to switch" -- tilted in favor of the former. The options, however, did not specify a critical element: the timing. It's unlikely that any invested viewer would have voted to implement the twist so early and derail the game before it gained steam.
"I've got to say, I'm kind of [mad] at the fans right now," contestant Charlie Davis said at the time. "Now I've got to be, like, great first impressions all over again?" 
Sure enough, Davis was quickly jettisoned by his new tribemates. (His consolation prize? A cameo on Season 4 of "The White Lotus," as Mike White -- that series' creator and another "Survivor 50" player -- shared during Wednesday's telecast.)
It didn't help that this twist was revealed via a rap -- yes, a rap -- from the 64-year-old Probst, who in that moment became the physical manifestation of the "How Do You Do, Fellow Kids?" meme. We shouldn't be surprised. To watch "Survivor" is to roll with Probst's endearing enthusiasm and his cringey antics. In one of the season's welcome flourishes, Probst participated in an immunity challenge for the first time and promptly spent most of his (amusingly brief) effort skewering himself. But it was also tough watching him repeatedly and unabashedly fawn over MrBeast, the YouTube personality and "Survivor" fan who jetted to Fiji for a jarring cameo.
In fact, the entire parade of celebrity tie-ins was never in step with the gritty spirit of the show. The twist that sent the lovably neurotic Christian Hubicki packing was credited to, of all people, Jimmy Fallon. Immunity idols came with a note purportedly penned by Billie Eilish, who sure didn't seem to know much about it when discussing "Survivor" on "Good Hang With Amy Poehler." And there's never been a more fast-forward-worthy stretch of the show than Zac Brown's appearance as a human reward, there to serenade challenge winners and serve them fish he caught while spearfishing.
That sluggish segment was emblematic of a season that alternately felt bloated and rushed. The expansion to 90-minute episodes has given the strategizing more time to breathe, while suffocating viewers with excess. And whittling down 24 players over just 13 episodes created an unwieldy rhythm; contestants were voted out one week at a time, then dispatched in a slew of two- and three-person eliminations as the finish line neared.
That's not to say "Survivor 50" was a bore. Rick Devens immortalized himself as the show's most gleefully mischievous player, staving off elimination with a fake idol he planted at tribal council, then winning a coin flip that doubled the champion's prize to $2 million. The Hubicki-orchestrated blind side of White was deliciously devious. ("You skunks!" White exclaimed.) The emotional send-offs for two aging "Survivor" icons -- Season 2 runner-up Colby Donaldson and five-time participant Fields -- struck a chord.
That said, it speaks to "Survivor's" unsolvable flaw -- the most entertaining players are identified as threats and axed -- that none of those crowd-pleasers made it to the end. Bracco was a worthy enough winner, with a compelling tale of fortitude. But flashier contestants reduced her to a stealthy afterthought for much of the season, and her victory inevitably proved anticlimactic.
The show will doubtlessly endure. There's both a timeless appeal to its "outwit, outplay, outlast" conceit and endless room for reinvention. And this season did come with a ratings uptick. But "Survivor's" credibility? It may have finally been snuffed out.
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