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    US military accuses Iran of ceasefire violation after Kuwait comes under missile attack




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A container ship sits at anchor as a small motorboat passes in the foreground in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas, Iran, Saturday, May 2, 2026. (Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)]
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[image: A woman rides a bicycle as others cross a street in downtown Tehran, Iran, Sunday, May 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- The U.S. military on Thursday accused Iran of violating a fragile ceasefire after Kuwait reported coming under attack following an American strike against the Islamic Republic. It was the latest flare-up of fighting to threaten ongoing negotiations to end the war.
U.S. Central Command said Kuwait intercepted missiles fired from Iran late Wednesday, and military officials called the attack on one of America's top allies in the Persian Gulf an "egregious ceasefire violation."
Kuwait had earlier announced an attack on its territory, and Iran said it had retaliated for strikes earlier in the week by firing on a U.S. base in an Gulf state it did not name. The Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry condemned Iran for what it called "blatant aggression."
The exchange unfolded after U.S. officials said late Wednesday in Washington that American forces launched more strikes on Iran, shooting down four one-way attack drones that posed a threat around the Strait of Hormuz and hitting an Iranian ground-control station in Bandar Abbas that was about to launch a fifth drone.

    
Washington and Tehran have repeatedly accused each other of violating the seven-week ceasefire and have traded strikes throughout the week. But they have not returned to full-scale hostilities and have kept negotiating. U.S. President Donald Trump has insisted he's confident that his administration is making headway in the talks.



    
        




    




On Monday, the U.S. said it conducted what the Pentagon called "self-defense" strikes on missile launch sites and minelaying boats in southern Iran.

    
        
    
After the latest American strikes, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard acknowledged the attack around Bandar Abbas International Airport. The Iranian force said via the state-run IRNA news agency that it launched a retaliatory attack on the air base that launched the assaults, without specifying whether the retaliation targeted Kuwait, which is home to U.S. Army Central's forward headquarters, air bases and a naval base.

    
Kuwait's military announced that its air-defense systems intercepted incoming missiles and drones on Thursday, without detailing what had been targeted. Kuwait repeatedly came under fire from Iran and Iranian-backed Shiite militias in Iraq before the April ceasefire began.
The announcement comes as the Middle East is on the edge and talks to end the war remain in flux.
Trump is looking for an agreement that will reopen the strait, through which about a fifth of all traded oil and natural gas once passed. He also is seeking to get Iran to give up its stockpile of highly enriched uranium. The war has been unpopular in the U.S., and Iran's closure of the strait has sent oil prices skyrocketing, driving up fuel prices around the world.
The Islamic Republic wants economic sanctions to be lifted and frozen assets to be released to aid its shattered economy. Iran also insists that any deal must include an end to Israel's military operations in Lebanon against the Iranian-backed militant group Hezbollah. 

    
A U.S.-brokered ceasefire went into effect in Lebanon in mid-April, and Lebanese and Israeli military officials are set to hold their first security talks Friday in Washington. But the ceasefire has been tested, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned Monday that his country was stepping up attacks after Hezbollah fired fiber-optic exploding drones that struck Israeli troops in Lebanon and reached some of Israel's northern border towns. 

Tensions deepened Thursday as Israel conducted an airstrike on a southern suburb of the capital, Beirut, and other strikes in the southern coastal city of Tyre. At least 14 people were killed across the country's south. 
___
Toropin contributed from Washington and Metz from Ramallah, West Bank.
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    9 missing after Washington paper mill tank rupture and officials say there's no hope of survivors
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            The severity of the injuries ranged from minor to critical, with some suffering burns or inhalation injuries, authorities said. Among those injured was a responding firefighter. Officials said they would only work during daylight hours because there was a risk of the tank leaking more caustic liquid and potentially collapsing.
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            The implosion of a chemical tank at a pulp and paper mill in southwestern Washington state on Tuesday killed an undisclosed number of people, local authorities and company officials confirmed.
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            Authorities say an undisclosed number of people have been killed and or remained missing after the implosion of a chemical tank at a pulp and paper mill in southwestern Washington state on Tuesday.
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            A second person who was injured when a large chemical tank ruptured at a Washington state paper mill has died, authorities said Wednesday. Nine workers are missing, and presumed dead, in one of the deadliest U.S. workplace accidents in years.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Damage is seen at Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co., after a tank containing hazardous liquid imploded, on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in Longview, Wash. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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            Damage is seen at Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co., after a tank containing hazardous liquid imploded, on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in Longview, Wash. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Diana Winther, left, and Kellie Webber, embrace in a hug during an evening prayer and vigil in support for the victims and their families impacted by Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co. tank implosion, at R.A. Long Park in Longview, Wash., on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (Karen Ducey /The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Kaeden Beck, 16, lays down electric candles during an evening prayer and vigil, in support for the victims and their families impacted by Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co. tank implosion, at R.A. Long Park in Longview, Wash., on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (Karen Ducey /The Seattle Times via AP)]
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[image: Gov. Bob Ferguson speaks during a press conference after a Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co., tank imploded on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in Longview, Wash. (Karen Ducey/The Seattle Times via AP)]
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                                        LONGVIEW, Wash. (AP) -- Crews resumed the grim search Wednesday for nine people presumed killed at a Washington state paper mill where a chemical tank ruptured a day earlier in one of the deadliest U.S. workplace accidents in years.
The likely death toll rose to 11, including the missing, after another person who was injured died, authorities said Wednesday.
Authorities said there was no hope of finding more survivors following Tuesday's tank failure at the Nippon Dynawave Packaging Co. in Longview, which also injured another eight people, including a firefighter who was treated and released by a hospital.
If the 11 deaths are confirmed, it would be one of the deadliest industrial accidents in the U.S. in recent decades -- alongside a series of blasts that killed 16 people at an explosives plant in Tennessee last fall; a fire and detonation that killed 14 people at a fertilizer plant in Texas in 2013; the Deepwater Horizon oil rig explosion that killed 11 people in 2010; and an explosion at a West Virginia coal mine that killed 29 people in 2010.

    
Officials said Wednesday that the paper mill tank spilled more than 500,000 gallons (1.9 million liters) of "white liquor," a highly destructive chemical mixture used in paper manufacturing. 



    
        




    




After delaying the search over concerns that the tank might collapse further, crews determined it contained less liquid than initially thought and that the tank was stable enough to resume efforts to find the missing. Fire officials said the search will be slow and methodical. 

    
        
    
"We do not know where all nine are," said Scott Goldstein, a Cowlitz County fire chief.
Authorities said the rupture hasn't affected the safety of the air and drinking water in Longview, a Columbia River city of about 40,000 people with long ties to the Washington and Oregon paper and lumber industries. 
Some contamination had reached the Columbia River, one of North America's largest waterways, but the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reported that no effects on the river had been observed. Officials warned residents to keep away from ditches and dikes.

    
It was the second notable issue with a chemical tank in days on the West Coast, following the evacuation of thousands of Southern California residents due to an overheated tank at an aerospace plant before those orders were lifted Tuesday night.
The paper mill tank could hold about 900,000 gallons (3.4 million liters) and was more than half full when it ruptured, Goldstein said. White liquor, which is made mostly of sodium hydroxide and sodium sulfide, is used with heat to break down wood to make kraft paper, a durable material used in packaging, shopping bags and other products. 
The sprawling plant, which employs about 1,000 people, makes material for tissues, printing paper, cups, plates, and cartons. It sits along the river next to other timber, paper and chemical businesses.

    
Paper mill worker was always there to help, friend says
The rupture happened at shift change Tuesday morning, causing the huge circular tank to buckle on one side. The cause remained unclear. 
Authorities haven't released the names of the dead or missing, but some have begun to trickle out.
Todd Cornwell said his friend, Gilbert Bernal, was an electrician at the plant and was the first confirmed death. They knew each other through church and were in the same Bible study group, he said.
"We actually had our group last night and instead of doing Bible study, we talked about him," Cornwell said. "He was always there willing to help in whatever needed to be done. When the local church school started flooding, he was one of the people there."
Brian Williquette, a chemical supplier for the region's mills, was at the plant Tuesday morning when he heard an alarm over the intercom and first wondered if it was drill. He was able to get out safely and didn't see any of the damage.
"It's just unfathomable," he said at a community vigil Tuesday. "There's not anybody that lives here that doesn't know somebody at a paper mill."
Crystal Moldenhauer, a Longview resident, said she has friends at the plant who remained unaccounted for. She said people called and texted each other all day trying to figure out what happened.
"We're all still waiting for answers," she said. "There's families that have been torn apart, and we don't know why."

    
Authorities press for answers about the rupture 
Nippon Paper Group in a statement said Wednesday that it was offering its "deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved families." 
Some of those who were injured suffered burns or inhalation injuries, authorities said. 
Following the tank's rupture, the liquid spilled into a drainage ditch, said Brittny Goodsell, a state Ecology Department spokesperson.
Almost every industry uses chemical tanks like this and they are generally quite safe, said Stephen Kmiotek, a chemical engineering professor at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. But it's important that companies keep up proper maintenance and inspections, particularly after the tanks get older, he said.

    
The U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board on Wednesday announced an investigation. Its chairperson, Steve Owens, said the goal was to "determine how it happened and what can be done to prevent something like this from happening again."
___

Associated Press reporters Gene Johnson and Hallie Golden in Seattle, Kathy McCormack in Concord New Hampshire, Rebecca Boone in Boise, Idaho, John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio, and Christopher L. Keller in Albuquerque, New Mexico, contributed.
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    US Supreme Court settles long-running water dispute over dwindling Rio Grande




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sand bars develop along the Rio Grande as stretches of the river begin to dry in Albuquerque, N.M., on May 14, 2026. (AP Photo/Susan Montoya Bryan)]
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                                        ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) -- The U.S. Supreme Court has approved a settlement package designed to rein in groundwater pumping along one of North America's longest rivers and ensure enough water reliably makes it from New Mexico to Texas, ending a long-running dispute over management of the Rio Grande.
In a brief order Tuesday, the court accepted the recommendation of a special master to move forward with agreements first proposed last year by New Mexico, Texas and Colorado. 
The settlement calls for reducing groundwater pumping along the dwindling river and retiring water rights from irrigated farmland in southern New Mexico. The states held up the proposal as a promise to restore order to an elaborate system of storing and sharing water between two vast irrigation districts in southern New Mexico and western Texas. 
"We're very excited to be redirecting resources from costly and lengthy litigation to solutions on the ground," Hanna Riseley-White, director of the Interstate Stream Commission, said Wednesday.

    
Those solutions will include everything from long-term fallowing programs and more efficient irrigation infrastructure to developing new sources of water, like tapping brackish supplies or importing water, and improving stormwater management so more runoff can be captured and stored. 



    
        




    




Researchers have warned that unsustainable use of the Rio Grande -- which originates in Colorado and stretches south into Mexico -- threatens water security for millions of people who rely on the binational river basin.

    
        
    
Farmers in southern New Mexico increasingly have turned to groundwater to irrigate pecan orchards and chile crops as hotter, drier conditions have reduced river flows and storage over recent decades. That pumping is what prompted Texas to sue in 2013, claiming the practice was cutting into water deliveries.
While the Colorado River gets all the headlines, experts say the situation along the Rio Grande is just as dire. Stretches of the river as far north as Albuquerque are expected to go dry again this year, marking the third time in five years.

    
The settlement package provides for a detailed accounting system for sharing water with Texas. New Mexico could rely on credits and debits from year to year to navigate through drought and wet periods, though it could be responsible for additional water-sharing obligations if deliveries are deferred too long.
Under the settlement, New Mexico must reduce annual groundwater depletions by 18,200 acre-feet, or about 5.9 billion gallons (22.3 billion liters) within the next 10 years. The commitment includes completing half of that within the next five years.
Riseley-White said that represents about 5% to 7% of current groundwater use in the lower Rio Grande. The settlement doesn't dictate what sector the water savings comes from, so she said industry and municipalities could also partner with the state to meet the mandates.
Still, officials expect to achieve most of the necessary reductions from buying water rights from the agricultural industry, meaning more farmland would be retired.

Riseley-White said listening sessions are underway this week and the first acquisitions are expected to begin later this year. New Mexico has secured more than $40 million in federal funding to support the effort, she said.
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    Ex-CIA official charged with stealing millions of dollars in gold bars from the federal government




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The seal of the Central Intelligence Agency is displayed at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va., April 13, 2016. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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                                        A former senior CIA official with top secret-level clearance is accused of stealing hundreds of gold bars worth more than $40 million from the federal government and stashing them in his home.
David Rush was arrested and charged with criminal theft of public money last week, according to federal court filings in Virginia, where he lives. 
From November to March, Rush requested and received a "significant quantity of foreign currency and tens of millions of dollars in gold bars for work-related expenses," according to an affidavit from an FBI agent investigating the case. 
The affidavit says its unclear what Rush intended to use the funds for, but that a portion of it was found in a storage space near his office. 
Federal officials searched his home on May 18 and seized more than 300 gold bars with an estimated value of more than $40 million, according to the affidavit. They also seized roughly $2 million in U.S. currency and some 35 luxury watches, many of them Rolexes. Rush was arrested the next day, the FBI said.

    
The FBI affidavit concludes that there's probable cause to believe that Rush "knowingly embezzled, stole, purloined, or knowingly converted a thing of value of the United States" for his personal use. 


The FBI said it was working with the CIA and Department of Justice in its investigation.
Rush's lawyer declined to comment Wednesday.
It's not clear what role Rush had at the CIA or when he left the agency. He's described in court filings simply as a "former senior executive service-level employee at a United States government agency." Spokespersons for the FBI declined to comment further, and the CIA didn't respond to an email. 

    
        
    
The FBI affidavit also notes that Rush appears to have lied for years about his education and military background. The bureau's investigation found he had falsely claimed to be a Navy pilot and that he'd graduated from Clemson University in South Carolina and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York. 


    
Instead, they found he had enlisted in the Navy in 1997 and then served in the U.S. Navy Reserves from 2004 until 2015, when he was honorably discharged as a lieutenant. The affidavit states he does not appear to have underwent any evaluations as a pilot during that time, and he did not attend either college.
Rush is being held in custody pending a hearing Friday in federal court in Alexandria, Virginia.
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    AP Exclusive: Trump administration tells prosecutors to stand down on Venezuela leader, sources say




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez waves as she waits for Colombian President Gustavo Petro at Miraflores Palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, April 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez addresses lawmakers next to a picture of former President Nicolas Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores, at the National Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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            Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez addresses lawmakers next to a picture of former President Nicolas Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores, at the National Assembly in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez bids farewell to U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright after their meeting at Miraflores Palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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[image: Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez smiles during a meeting with a delegation led by U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright at Miraflores Palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- The Trump administration has quietly instructed federal prosecutors in Miami to avoid pursuing criminal investigations into Venezuela's acting President Delcy Rodriguez, a longtime target of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, according to current and former U.S. law enforcement officials, in the latest sign of warming relations between the White House and the oil-rich nation.
It's unclear whether prosecutors had implicated Rodriguez in any crimes or whether investigators were moving toward an indictment. A Justice Department spokesperson said in an email "there was never an investigation into her to shut down."
But DEA records obtained by The Associated Press earlier this year show she consistently surfaced on the radar of federal law enforcement dating to at least 2018, though she has never been criminally charged in the U.S. like several other senior Venezuelan officials.

    
The directive to pause scrutiny into Rodriguez was meant to avoid upsetting the administration's efforts to stabilize Venezuela after the capture of her predecessor, Nicolas Maduro, among other reasons, the official said. It was not clear whether the White House, which deferred comment to the Justice Department, was involved in the decision.



    
        




    




"Everybody has been told to stand down," one of the former officials said.
The former officials, who had been briefed on the development, as well as the current official all spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss internal deliberations.
Rodriguez, a U.S. attorney representing her and the Venezuelan Communications Ministry didn't respond to requests for comment.

    
        
    

The move eases pressure on Rodriguez

Removing the threat of potential indictment, even temporarily, eases pressure on Rodriguez as the Trump administration seeks to work with the acting leader to stabilize Venezuela after Maduro's ouster and open the country to U.S. investment.
President Donald Trump praised Rodriguez as a "terrific person" shortly after the U.S. military took Maduro and his wife to New York to face federal narcotics charges. Both have pleaded not guilty.
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In recent months, the U.S. has lifted sanctions against Rodriguez and recognized her as Venezuela's sole head of state, allowing her to re-establish ties with western banks and more freely work with U.S. investors seeking to tap into the world's largest petroleum reserves. As ties between the two governments have deepened, some have held out the Venezuelan playbook -- characterized by oil blockades, indictments of top leaders, and threats of military intervention -- as a model to drive regime change from within as the U.S. pressures other longtime adversaries in Iran and Cuba.

    
Rodriguez and her brother, Jorge Rodriguez, the head of the National Assembly, were hit with U.S. sanctions during Trump's first term for their role in undermining Venezuelan democracy and cementing Maduro's authoritarian rule.
Rodriguez "is doing a great job," Trump wrote on social media in early March. "The Oil is beginning to flow, and the professionalism and dedication between both Countries is a very nice thing to see!"
In recent months, Rodriguez has hosted ceremonies with a steady stream of American oilmen, some of them partaking in high-profile delegations led by U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright and Secretary of the Interior Doug Burgum.

    

Election talk deferred amid Trump's praise

Missing in all the mutual backslapping is any talk of elections, even as Rodriguez last month blew through a 90-day limit set by Venezuela's high court to fill Maduro's position on a temporary basis.
"I don't know," she responded in English when a visiting U.S. journalist earlier this month shouted out a question about her time frame for holding elections. "Some time."
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Sen. Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire, the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, has demanded the administration explain its favorable treatment of Rodriguez, calling her a "central figure in Nicolas Maduro's repressive regime."
"Sanctions have been lifted on Ms. Rodriguez without any indication that she has taken concrete and meaningful actions to restore democratic order," Sheehan, joined by Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, wrote in a letter to Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Secretary of Treasury Scott Bessent last week.

    
Rick de la Torre, a former CIA chief of station in Caracas, said that the decision to shield Rodriguez fits well with the Trump administration's foreign policy goals in Venezuela.
"She's a lifelong Marxist and was a senior leader of one of the world's most corrupt regimes but the U.S. is providing her with breathing space and carrots to lay the foundation for democracy and U.S. investment," said de la Torre, the CEO of Tower Strategy, which advises companies on Venezuela.
"There's a shelf life to her utility, however. At some point she will face justice.," he added.

    

Rodriguez has been on DEA's radar since 2018

The DEA had amassed a detailed intelligence file on Rodriguez dating to at least 2018, and has received allegations about her ranging from drug trafficking to gold smuggling, the AP reported earlier this year. One confidential informant told DEA in early 2021 that Rodriguez was using hotels in the Caribbean resort of Isla Margarita "as a front to launder money," the records show.
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Her name has surfaced in nearly a dozen DEA investigations -- several of which remained ongoing as recently as this year -- involving field offices from Paraguay and Ecuador to Phoenix and New York. She had even been linked to Maduro's alleged bag man, Alex Saab, whom U.S. authorities first arrested in 2020 on money-laundering charges, the records show.
Rodriguez deported Saab this month as part of a purge of insider businessmen who are accused of having enriched themselves through corrupt dealings with Maduro.
It's unclear in which Miami investigations Rodriguez's name surfaced. Two of the former officials said Rodriguez has also come up in meetings with investigators in Tampa tasked last year by former Attorney General Pam Bondi with looking into financial crimes in Venezuela.
At the time, Rodriguez was serving as Maduro's vice president. Justice Department policy requires the attorney general to personally approve the charging of any foreign head of state, who are normally immune from prosecution under international and U.S. law.
Halting high-profile criminal probes of foreign leaders

The pausing of the investigations into Rodriguez comes as the Trump administration has similarly tapped the brakes on ongoing federal investigations into another prominent Latin American leftist, Colombian President Gustavo Petro.
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The DEA had also designated Petro a "priority target" over alleged ties to drug traffickers that had been probed for months by federal prosecutors. The New York Times reported in March that U.S. officials recently assured the Colombian government Petro does not face charges in those cases.
Duncan Levin, a former prosecutor who worked for the U.S. attorney's office in Brooklyn, said it would be "deeply troubling" for law enforcement to be "told to stand down from a legitimate investigation for political or transactional reasons."
"The White House cannot use criminal enforcement as a diplomatic light switch," Levin told AP. "DOJ decisions are supposed to be based on law, evidence, policy and public safety -- not on whether a foreign official is useful to the administration at a given moment."
___ Durkin Richer reported from Washington and Mustian from New York. AP Writer Regina Garcia Cano in Mexico City contributed to this report.
___

This story is part of an investigation that includes the FRONTLINE documentary "Crisis in Venezuela," which aired Feb. 10, 2026, on PBS. Watch the documentary at pbs.org/frontline, in the PBS App and on FRONTLINE's YouTube channel.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/federal-prosecutors-venezuela-rodriguez-avoid-criminal-investigations-07226dea025e16afcf8ca3e39280fd76



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Politics

    Rep. Al Green defeated by freshman Rep. Christian Menefee in a generational primary runoff contest
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In a generational contest between sitting congressmen, freshman Rep. Christian Menefee defeated veteran Rep. Al Green in a Democratic primary runoff for a Houston-area district created last year by an unusual Republican-led redistricting effort.
Green, known for his protests during President Donald Trump's speeches, has served in Congress since 2005. He became a standard-bearer of progressive legislation on racial justice, often drawing the ire of Republicans. 
"I am so honored to have served for these many years, more than twenty. And I'm honored to have done some things that I'm very proud of," Green told his supporters during an election night event.
"You probably see me smiling and it's because it's because this is not the end," he added as the audience cheered. "This is the beginning of a new chapter."
In his primary contest, Green, 78, became a target of the cryptocurrency industry for his opposition to the emerging technology. 

    
"Rep. Green's defeat proves that anti-crypto hostility carries real electoral consequences, making him the first Democratic incumbent this cycle to lose his seat," said Geoff Vetter, a spokesperson for Fairshake, a pro-cryptocurrency super PAC that spent millions in the runoff to unseat Green. "Fairshake was the difference-maker in this race, and we will continue to aggressively back leaders like Rep. Menefee across the country."



    
        




    




The former top attorney for Texas' largest county, Menefee, 38, was sworn into Congress in February after winning a January special election to succeed the late Rep. Sylvester Turner. Turner had died in February of last year and Texas Gov. Greg Abbott did not set a special election for the seat for months. Democrats denounced the delay as an effort to protect Republicans' razor-thin majority in Congress.

    
        
    
Menefee lauded Green's career in a statement following his win over the congressman, calling Green an "icon" and vowed to carry on his work in Congress.

    
"For decades, Congressman Green has done what so few in public life are willing to do: he has spoken truth to power, directly to their faces, without flinching," said Menefee. "He protested with his body, his voice, and his career on the line. He stood in the well of the United States House of Representatives and called President Trump out to his face, even when he stood alone. That is a legacy that will outlast any election."
Menefee also condemned the state's electoral process.
Under previous maps, Green and Menefee had served in neighboring districts before the state's Republican lawmakers redrew the state's congressional maps in an effort to create more Republican-leaning seats.
"Republicans have made this hard on purpose," Menefee told his supporters. "They delayed this election. They drew maps designed to dilute our power. They made you come back to the polls over and over again because they were hoping you would get tired and give up. You didn't. Now it's time to finish the job."
Green in 2017 became the second Democrat to file an article of impeachment against Trump during the president's first term and has continued to call for the president's removal. Last year, Green filed three separate articles of impeachment against Trump, including for abuses of power and allegedly inciting death threats against lawmakers and judges.


    
Following Tuesday's runoff, Trump called Green "one of the most mentally deficient Congressmen in the history of our Country" in a social media post cheering the results.
"But I will miss that lunatic not screaming and violently waving his cane at me during my next State of the Union Speech," Trump wrote.
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    A stunned Davidovich Fokina says his coach abruptly quit and flew to Miami during French Open
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- After his five-set first-round win at the French Open, Alejandro Davidovich Fokina did not expect his coach to suddenly leave Paris.
The Spanish player had lunch with his mentor, former Roland Garros runner-up Mariano Puerta, before resting ahead of his next match. Puerta told him he was feeling unwell and returned to his hotel.
"Two or three hours later in the afternoon, he messaged me that he will not continue," Davidovich Fokina said Wednesday after his second-round loss to Thiago Agustin Tirante 4-6, 7-6 (4), 6-1, 6-3.
The 23rd-ranked Spaniard said Puerta did not inform the rest of the coaching staff before flying to Miami.
"I heard that he did that a couple of times before with other players," Davidovich Fokina said during his post-match press conference. "It seems normal for him."
Puerta has been a controversial figure in tennis. As a player, the Argentine served bans in two separate doping cases.

    
Four months after the high point of his career -- the final of the 2005 French Open -- Puerta tested positive for etilefrine, a banned cardiorespiratory stimulant and was then suspended for eight years. He admitted in 2020 that he had lied to the Court of Arbitration for Sport to reduce his suspension to two years, according to an interview published by La Nacion newspaper.




    
        




    




Puerta's defense said he drank water from a glass used by his then-wife to take effortil, a medication against menstrual cramps that contains etilefrine. Fifteen years later, Puerta said the origin of the drug was actually ginseng and caffeine pills that a friend of his fitness coach prepared for him.
Puerta, who tested positive in 2003 for a banned anabolic steroid, retired as a player in 2009.
"I thought he was a very good person," Davidovich Fokina said. "It was my fault to hire him."
Puerta has not publicly addressed on Davidovich Fokina's comments.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    Key Sens. Cruz, Cantwell look to break college sports logjam in Congress with a bipartisan bill
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Two key senators involved in a long-simmering debate over fixing college sports will introduce a bipartisan bill designed to break a congressional logjam that would regulate payments to players, limit them to one "free" transfer over their careers and create a "Lane Kiffin Rule" to restrict coach movement during the season.
Sens. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., the chair and ranking member of the Senate Commerce Committee that oversees college sports, briefed The Associated Press on details of the bill they crafted in hopes it can get the 60 votes needed to clear the Senate.
"This is a stability bill, not just an NIL bill," Cruz said, referencing the name, image and likeness payments that have led to football rosters with $30 million payrolls and reshaped the industry.
Cantwell said she and Cruz teamed up on the legislation "because he and I really do believe the college sports system is in a bit of chaos."

    
The bill looks very much like the "best of" from a pair of legislative proposals -- one called SCORE, another called SAFE -- that have gone nowhere over the past several months. It contains two elements the NCAA has supported: a limited antitrust exemption and a clause that would preempt much of the patchwork of state laws currently regulating NIL.



    
        




    




Meredith Page, the chair of the NCAA Division I Student Athlete Advocacy Committee and a former volleyball player at Radford, called the bill "a phenomenal step," especially after the latest setback for the SCORE Act, which the SAAC also supported.

    
        
    
"I think this has lots of great protections and gives the ability for us to stablize the field that is so, so unstable right now," Page said. 
NCAA President Charlie Baker said the association was reviewing the bill and looked forward to "further productive dialogue with members of Congress."

    
Antitrust help
College sports has been looking to Washington for help as it grapples with rising costs of paying players and an out-of-control transfer portal that have threatened smaller sports, many involving women, that make up the backbone of the U.S. Olympic pipeline.
This bill, called the Protect College Sports Act, would offer what Cruz and Cantwell said was targeted antitrust protection for the likes of the NCAA and the College Sports Commission, which was part of the largely Republican-backed SCORE Act that many Democrats opposed. That would be in exchange for what Cruz said would be "public-facing protections" for athletes in several areas, including guarantees for health insurance and scholarships, more stringent regulations for NIL deals from third parties and agents who broker their deals.
"I think it's better predictability," Cantwell said. "Why did we do it? Because when you've got thousands of athletes being cut, hundreds of programs being cut, the risk to the whole infrastructure was too high to not try to get better predictability."

    
Rules for players and coaches
The bill would limit players to one unrestricted transfer over the course of their college careers -- a widely supported idea across the country -- and would adopt something close to the five-year eligibility period that the NCAA appears ready to enact next month.
The bill also tries to regulate coaching movement. Kiffin's sudden move to LSU from rival Mississippi while the Rebels were preparing for the College Football Playoff last season put a fine point on an issue that has only gotten worse in an era where teams spend millions to fill out rapidly shifting football rosters: Schools have less patience (and more money) to devote to hiring coaches for a quick fix.
Under terms of the bill, midseason coaching changes would be prohibited.
"It's not fair or right to poach a coach in the middle of the season while the team is still competing," Cruz said. "There's a reason the NFL has a rule that you can't do that. Obviously, NFL teams hire coaches away from each other but they don't do so in the middle of the season."

    
Media rights money
The bill would rework the Sports Broadcasting Act to allow conferences to pool their TV rights -- a move proponents have said could add billions of dollars to the ecosystem in a conclusion the Southeastern and Big Ten Conferences believe is inaccurate.
The senators said leagues wouldn't be required to join the media pooling but those that do would have to use a percentage of any increase from that to support women's and Olympic sports. That alone could be a dealbreaker for the SEC, which has reportedly been discussing topics including breaking away from the NCAA and allowing collective bargaining for athletes at its league meetings in Florida this week.
SEC commissioner Greg Sankey, along with Jim Phillips of the Atlantic Coast and Brett Yormark of the Big 12 all said they were reviewing the bill, with Sankey saying "bipartisan engagement in Washington on these issues is critical."

    
Can the measure pass?
The SCORE Act, which garnered little support from Democrats, was on the House schedule last week but was abruptly pulled off when the Congressional Black Caucus and NAACP came out against it. Even if it had squeaked by in the razor-tight House, it had virtually no chance of passing as written in the Senate, where it would need 60 votes to break a possible filibuster.
"The Congressional Black Caucus and I have the same objective: stop the 'SEC SCORE Act,'" said Cantwell, referencing the SEC as one of dozens of conferences who have supported that bill.
Some Democrats were reluctant to support a bill, like SCORE, that prohibited college athletes from being classified as employees of their schools. The new bill takes what Cantwell said was a neutral stance on the issue of employment.
But it does not resolve all of Democrats' complaints, as Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., explained in a news release shortly after news of the bill hit.
"It gives the NCAA an antitrust exemption that no other industry gets just so they can keep underpaying the athletes," he said. "Sure, there are some good things for players in this bill, but this seems like a great deal for the NCAA and the rich guys who run college sports, and a bad deal for athletes."
Mit Winter, a Missouri attorney who specializes in sports law, said the proposal was so sprawling he was skeptical it will pass as is.

"When you start getting into the stuff about giving the CSC and NCAA antitrust exemptions and liability protection from enforcing rules on athlete denial of compensation, I think that's where things get a little more dicey," he said.
___
AP College Sports Writer Eric Olson contributed.
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
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    Sole player who lives in Haiti awaits US visa as his squad prepares for the World Cup in Florida




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FIFA World Cup signage is displayed outside of Houston Stadium, Wednesday, May 27, 2026, in Houston, ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup soccer matches. (AP Photo/Karen Warren)]
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- The only member of Haiti's national soccer team who is based in the troubled Caribbean country is awaiting a U.S. visa to join the squad in Florida just weeks before the start of the World Cup.
Woodensky Pierre is a defensive midfielder who plays for Violette AC in Haiti's capital, Port-au-Prince. An estimated 70% of that city is under siege by violent gangs.
The other 25 players on the World Cup squad play outside the country, coming from leagues in places like England, France, Portugal, Canada and the United States.
This year's World Cup will be only the second for Haiti in its history -- the country's only other appearance on soccer's biggest stage was in 1974.
Haitian soccer federation spokesman Thecieux Jeanty said all but one player on the 1974 World Cup team was living and playing in Haiti at that time.

    
The U.S. visas for Pierre and nearly a dozen other officials with the Haitian soccer federation have yet to come through as the administration of U.S. President Donald Trump continues to expand travel restrictions from countries including Haiti.
Pierre continues to train at a field with synthetic grass in Petion-Ville, an upscale area of Port-au-Prince, as he awaits his visa, "in hopes of being with his team as soon as possible," Jeanty told The Associated Press in a phone interview Wednesday.



    
        




    




"I hope he doesn't have to live in (Haiti) after the World Cup," Jeanty said. "It's an opportunity to present himself to the world and await a contract."

    
        
    
The team's home stadium in Port-au-Prince -- not far from the neighborhood where Pierre is from -- was deemed too dangerous, forcing Haiti to play its "home" World Cup qualifiers in Curacao.
Pierre is from Cite Soleil, a seaside slum that has endured violence and hunger for years and serves as a base for powerful gang leaders. Cite Soleil has seen multiple massacres and gang rapes, with violence recently displacing more than 5,300 people, according to the latest report from the U.N.'s International Organization for Migration.

    
"It's a source of pride for him," Jeanty said of Pierre being able to play in the World Cup. "It's satisfying for (soccer) officials and for the public, too. As you know, Haiti is in crisis."
Pierre did not return messages seeking comment, and neither did the team's coach.
Officials for Haiti's squad arrived in Florida on Sunday, and players began training in Port St. Lucie on Tuesday. Three other players are scheduled to arrive on Wednesday, Jeanty said.
There is still time to resolve Pierre's situation. Haiti will play two World Cup warmup matches, first against New Zealand on Tuesday and then against Peru on June 5, in South Florida.

Haiti opens World Cup play on June 13 in Foxborough, Massachusetts, against Scotland, then plays five-time champion Brazil on June 19 in Philadelphia and Morocco on June 24 in Atlanta.
Jeanty said he first made contact with Pierre in 2022, when they traveled together to Honduras for a under-20 match.
"I saw him as a top-level player," Jeanty said, adding that "everybody's very happy" to have Pierre on the team.
"There is soccer in Haiti," Jeanty said. "It's a country that wants to live."
___
AP Sports Writer Tim Reynolds in Miami contributed to this report.
___
AP World Cup: https://apnews.com/hub/fifa-world-cup
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                    Entertainment

    Independent bookstores are multiplying, although many people still think they're dying out




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Owner Kelley Hartnett poses at her Double Dog Bookshop in Wentzville, Missouri, on Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (Photo by Bekah Ford/Double Dog Bookshop via AP)]
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[image: Kristen Quanrud, left, and Anne Hampton, owners of Wandering Quills Bookshop, pose inside of their mobile bookstore in Columbus, Ohio, on April 12, 2026. (Matt Deaton/Wandering Quills Bookshop via AP)]
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[image: Co-owners Anika Omark, left, and Matthew Hein appear in their bookstore called Hey Books! in San Diego on April 26, 2026. (Rachyel P. Magana/Hey books! via AP)]
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[image: Co-owners Anika Omark, lcenter eft, and Matthew Hein, center right, appear behind the counter at their bookstore, Hey Books!, in San Diego on April 26, 2026. (Rachyel P. Magana/Hey books! via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Allison Hill, CEO of the American Booksellers Association, is used to strangers expressing sympathy when they learn what she does for a living. 
"It's all so funny," she says. "When I tell them I run the trade association for independent stores, they'll say, 'It's just so sad that they're disappearing.' I don't think they're really keeping track, or they just know about a store that closed or heard about one closing."
The decline of physical bookstores remains so embedded in popular culture that the man dating Anne Hathaway's character in " The Devil Wears Prada 2 " laments that bookstores are "getting downsized and consolidated." But the decline actually ended years ago, and the latest numbers from the American Booksellers Association show independent stores expanding at a pace not seen this century. 
Membership in the ABA grew by more than 500 over the past year, to a total of 3,417 (at 3,783 locations), nearly triple what it was a decade ago and the highest level since the late 1990s. The surge included stores of various kinds -- general interest shops like Hey Books! in San Diego; mobile stores like the Wandering Quills Bookshop in Westerville, Ohio; pop-up stores like Banyan Books in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Many of the new members reflect the current boom in romance, fantasy and their hybrid, romantasy, whether the Spicy Librarian in Denver or the Flutter Romance Bookstore in Austin, Texas: "Where butterflies begin. And every story ends in happily-ever-after," according to its website.

    
Both a business and a calling
Independent bookselling, rarely a way to get rich, is a meeting ground for idealists -- for young people with a sense of mission, retirees embarking on a new life or middle-aged people no longer satisfied with their careers. "I think people want to realign their lives with their values," Hill says.
In Wentzville, Missouri, 55-year-old Kelley Hartnett is a marketing consultant and copywriter who had always wanted to run a bookstore. Her husband's concerns included competing against Amazon, but Hartnett went ahead and opened Double Dog Bookshop in 2025 as a mobile store. She rode about the area in a converted cargo trailer, joined by two Australian Cattle Dog mutts, and has since opened a storefront downtown. 



    
        




    




"For me, Double Dog is about maybe 50% books and 50% community," says Hartnett, who hopes to find a larger space that would make it easier for customers to gather and "just be." 

    
        
    
"People are craving connection, especially in-person connection," she said. "People are over the internet and virtual meetings and algorithms. They're not the same as having a human to human connection. It feels really healing."
Hill can joke about the mistaken elegies for bookselling, while expressing concern that the state of independent stores is healthy but "precarious." Costs are high, and schools and libraries face budget cuts that limit their purchases from local stores. 

    
Is there room for indies and giants?
Independent owners also find themselves worrying about a onetime competitor which itself had seemed endangered, Barnes & Noble.
The superstore chain was the dominant seller in the 1980s and 1990s, and was widely seen as the leading cause for hundreds -- maybe thousands -- of independent stores shutting down. But by the 2010s, Barnes & Noble had been surpassed by Amazon. It began shutting down stores instead of opening new ones and struggled for years to find a new owner before the hedge fund Elliott Management Corp. bought it in 2019. 

    
Under the leadership of CEO James Daunt, Barnes & Noble is expanding again, adding more than 100 stores over the past two years. In Chicago, the owner of the decade-old Volume Books has blamed a new Barnes & Noble for putting her out of business, while Hill added that "even a small decrease in sales can make or break a bookstore's year in an industry with paper-thin margins."
Daunt denies any intent to take business from independent sellers, saying it's not in his "DNA." 
"I'm an independent seller myself," he says, noting that he founded Daunt Books in London. Daunt says he has customers who shop at his store and the British chain Waterstones (where he's also managing director). "I never thought of the market as finite."

    
The owners of The Book Loft Oak Park, another Chicago-area store that opened last summer, acknowledge some nerves about a nearby Barnes & Noble coming soon. But Heather Nelson and Sophie Schauer Eldred hope the stores ultimately complement each other.

 "We're hoping people whose curiosity is piqued by the new Barnes and Noble will walk down the street," Schauer Eldred said, "and pop into our bookstore."
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                    Entertainment

    'Shoot me up with a big one': A timeline of the last days of Matthew Perry




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actor Matthew Perry arrives at the 64th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 23, 2012. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Dr. Salvador Plasencia leaves federal court in Los Angeles on July 23, 2025, after pleading guilty to giving ketamine to Matthew Perry, leading up to the actor's 2023 overdose death. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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[image: Dr. Mark Chavez, a physician charged in connection with Matthew Perry's fatal overdose, walks out of United States Courthouse after pleading guilty to conspiring to distribute the surgical anesthetic ketamine in Los Angeles, on Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Dr. Mark Chavez, a physician charged in connection with Matthew Perry's fatal overdose, walks out of United States Courthouse after pleading guilty to conspiring to distribute the surgical anesthetic ketamine in Los Angeles, on Oct. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kenneth Iwamasa, center, one of five people who pleaded guilty in the ketamine overdose death of actor Matthew Perry, leaves federal court after his sentencing in Los Angeles, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: Erik Fleming departs federal court in Los Angeles after being sentenced in connection with the ketamine overdose death of actor Matthew Perry, on Wednesday, May 13, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Caroline Brehman)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- After a lifetime of sobriety struggles, Matthew Perry spent the last days of his life desperately seeking the ketamine that would ultimately cause his death. 
The 2 1/2-year investigation and prosecution that followed came to a close Wednesday with the sentencing of his personal assistant Kenneth Iwamasa, who bought him the drugs, gave him injections, and found him dead in the hot tub of the house they shared on Oct. 23, 2023. The 54-year-old "Friends" star had told Iwamasa to shoot him up "with a big one."
Here's a chronological look at the end of Perry's life, drawn from federal court documents, a medical examiner's investigation and law enforcement reports.

    
The final month
Sometime in September of 2023 -- Perry asks Iwamasa to help him get illegal ketamine. Working with his regular doctor, Perry had been receiving legal ketamine treatments for depression -- an increasingly common off-label use of the surgical anesthetic. But he wanted more. Perry's family members would later say they had known Iwamasa for decades, and trusted him to help keep the actor sober. 
Sept. 30, 2023 -- Told by a patient that he knew a prominent person willing to pay big money for ketamine, Dr. Salvador Plasencia meets with Perry and Iwamasa at their home in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles. Plasencia texts a doctor friend, Mark Chavez, who agrees to obtain ketamine for him. "I wonder how much this moron will pay," Plasencia texts Chavez. Later the same day, Plasencia returns to Perry's house, where Iwamasa pays him $4,500 in cash for four vials. Plasencia gives Perry two injections, and teaches Iwamasa how to do it.



    
        




    




Oct. 2, 2023 -- Iwamasa texts Plasencia seeking more ketamine, referring to it in code as "dr pepper." Plasencia appears, gives Perry the injections, and leaves behind more vials.

    
        
    
Oct. 4. 2023 -- Iwamasa injects Perry without help for the first time. He texts the doctor that he had found "the sweet spot" to put the needle into his boss, but that trying different spots on Perry had led to them running out of ketamine and says they need more. Plasencia texts Chavez asking if he can keep supplying the drug so they can become Perry's "go-to."

    
Oct. 8, 2023 -- In a late night meetup at a Santa Monica shopping plaza, Plasencia sells Iwamasa four vials of ketamine for $6,000 in cash.
Oct. 10, 2023 -- Iwamasa drives Perry to a public parking lot in Long Beach to meet with Plasencia. The doctor sells them more ketamine and gives an injection to Perry as he sits in a car. The same day, Perry asks a friend about other sources. She sends him to Erik Fleming, a licensed drug counselor she knows who has relapsed into addiction.
Oct. 11, 2023 -- Fleming messages Iwamasa that he can get ketamine from a dealer he knows, Jasveen Sangha, who prosecutors dub "The Ketamine Queen." Fleming says she only deals "with high end and celebs."
Oct. 12, 2023 -- Plasencia goes to Perry's house, where he is paid $21,000 in cash, some of it owed to him for previous ketamine buys. While there, he injects Perry. The actor immediately freezes up and his blood pressure spikes. The assistant said the doctor told him, "let's not do that again."

    
Oct. 13, 2023 -- Perry gets a sample of Sangha's ketamine and tries it. He and Iwamasa ask for 25 vials of it, for which they pay $5,500 to Sangha and another $500 to Fleming. Fleming drops it off at Perry's house a day later.
Around Oct. 20, 2023 -- Perry receives his last legal ketamine treatment from his regular physician.
The final week
Oct. 23, 2023 -- Iwamasa pays $6,000 to Fleming and Sangha for 25 more vials of ketamine.
Oct. 24, 2023 -- Iwamasa gives Perry six to eight injections, a daily dosage that would continue until the actor's death.
Oct. 25, 2023 -- Fleming makes a third and final delivery of another 25 vials of ketamine for another $6,000. This batch includes the fatal dose.
Oct. 27, 2023 -- With the supply coming from Sangha, Perry and Iwamasa had been out of touch with Plasencia for about two weeks. Plasencia texts Iwamasa, saying he had more to offer: "I know you mentioned taking a break. I have been stocking up."

    
The final day 
Oct. 28, 2023, about 8:30 a.m. -- Using syringes from Plasencia and ketamine from Sangha, Iwamasa gives Perry an injection.
About 11 a.m. -- Perry plays pickleball.
About 12:45 p.m. -- Iwamasa gives Perry his second shot of the day, and the actor begins watching a movie.
About 1:30 p.m. -- Iwamasa gives Perry his third and final injection of the day while Perry sits in or near his backyard Jacuzzi. "Shoot me up with a big one," Iwamasa remembers Perry telling him. Iwamasa leaves to run errands.
About 4 p.m. -- Iwamasa returns home to find Perry face down in the Jacuzzi. Paramedics arrive minutes later and declare Perry dead. When Iwamasa talks to police, he does not mention Perry's illegal ketamine consumption, or his role in it, and hides evidence of it. Sangha and Fleming learn of Perry's death and delete their message history.

    
The aftermath 
Dec. 15 -- An autopsy report is released, saying the acute effects of ketamine were the primary cause of Perry's death, with drowning as a secondary cause.
January 2024 -- A search warrant is served at Perry and Iwamasa's home. Over the course of several interviews, the assistant admits to his role in Perry's illegal drug use. He points investigators to Fleming and gives them information on Plasencia, whom they have already identified.
March 2024 -- A search warrant is served on Fleming's sister's home, where he was staying. He gave up Sangha to prosecutors and became an essential witness along with Iwamasa.
Aug. 7, 2024 -- Iwamasa pleads guilty to one count of conspiracy to distribute ketamine causing death. He will be sentenced to 3 1/2 years in prison. 
Aug. 8, 2024 -- Fleming pleads guilty to one count of conspiracy to distribute ketamine and one count of distribution of ketamine resulting in death. He will be sentenced to two years in prison. 
Oct. 2, 2024 -- Chavez pleads guilty to one count of conspiracy to distribute ketamine. He will get eight months of home detention. 
July 23, 2025 -- Plasencia pleads guilty to four counts of distribution of ketamine. He will get 2 1/2 years in prison. 

Sept. 3, 2025 -- Sangha pleads guilty to three counts of distribution of ketamine, one count of using her home for a drug operation and one count of distribution of ketamine resulting in death. She will get 15 years in prison.
___
A version of this story first moved on Aug. 16, 2024.
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    Chinese online retailer Temu hit with $232 million fine over unsafe toys and electronics




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A page from the Temu website is shown in this photo, in New York, June 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, file)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Temu was hit with a 200 million euro ($232 million) fine Thursday after a European Union investigation found the Chinese online retailer failed to protect consumers from illegal products like toxic or hazardous toys and unsafe electronics. 
The 27-nation EU's fine follows preliminary findings last year that Temu was exposing consumers to a high risk of products sold on its platform like baby toys and small electronics that didn't comply with EU consumer safety rules. 
The bloc's executive arm issued the penalty under the Digital Services Act, or DSA, a wide-ranging rulebook that requires online platforms to do more to keep internet users safe from harmful content or dodgy goods, under the threat of hefty fines.
It's the second time Brussels has issued a fine under three-year-old DSA, following a $120 million penalty last year for Elon Musk's social media site X. 

    
Temu said it disagreed with the decision and considered the fine "disproportionate."
The decision relates to the commission's first DSA evaluation of Temu in 2024 "and does not reflect the current state of our systems," the company said. 



    
        




    




"Temu engaged constructively with the Commission throughout the process and has since taken further steps to strengthen risk assessment, platform governance, and user protection," it said in a statement. 
The company is popular because it offers cheap goods - from clothing to home products -- shipped from sellers in China. The platform has 92 million users in the EU and is owned by PDD Holdings Inc., which also owns the popular Chinese e-commerce site Pinduoduo. 

    
        
    
The European Commission said Temu failed to identify, analyze and assess the systemic risks of illegal goods for sale on the platform and the resulting harm to European consumers. 
Investigators had carried out a "mystery shopping exercise" that turned up a number of "non-compliant" products, including many electronic device chargers that failed basic safety tests. They also found a very high percentage of baby toys that posed safety risks, either because they contained chemicals at levels that exceeded safety limits or because they had parts that came off and could be a suffocation risk. 

    
The commission said failing to do proper risk assessments is a particularly serious breach of the bloc's digital rules. 
Risk assessments are "not box-ticking exercises," European Commission Executive Vice-President Henna Virkunnen said. 
"Temu's risk assessment underestimates concrete risks, lacks specificity, is not grounded in solid evidence, and is not comprehensive," she said in a prepared statement. "It leaves regulators, users, and the public in the dark about the true scale of potential harm posed by illegal products sold on Temu. Now it is time for Temu to comply with the law."

Temu has until the end of August to submit an "action plan" to remedy the problem. It could be hit with additional daily, weekly or monthly fines if it fails to comply. 
___
AP writer Sam McNeil in Brussels contributed to this report. 
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    Caesars Entertainment, a Las Vegas Strip icon, is sold for $6 billion




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man takes pictures of Caesars Palace hotel and casino in Las Vegas, Jan. 12, 2015. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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                                        Caesars Entertainment is being acquired for almost $6 billion by Fertitta, the company that owns Las Vegas' Golden Nugget and chains like Rainforest Cafe and Morton's. 
Caesars became an iconic name after the opening of Caesar's Palace on the Las Vegas Strip in 1966. However, its roots date back to the 1930s in Reno, Nevada. 
Fertitta Entertainment will pay $5.7 billion and take on close to $12 billion in debt from Caesars, putting the total value of the deal at about $17.6 billion. 
As part of the agreement, Caesars can seek competing bids through July 11. 

Caesars investors will get $31 in cash for each share they own, a 49% premium over the share price before chatter about a possible tie-up between the two entertainment companies began in February. 
Shares of Caesars Entertainment Inc., which are up 15% since merger rumors emerged, rose almost 2% before the opening bell Thursday. 
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    SpaceX's Starship rockets are grounded pending investigation after test flight




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: SpaceX's Starship rocket lifts off during a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Friday, May 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: SpaceX's mega rocket Starship makes a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Friday, May 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            SpaceX's Starship rocket lifts off during a test flight from Starbase, Texas, Friday, May 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- SpaceX Starship launches are on hold pending an investigation into last week's test flight. 
The Federal Aviation Administration announced Wednesday that the hourlong spaceflight resulted in a mishap based on the performance of the mega rocket's first-stage booster. 
Minutes after Starship blasted off from Texas on Friday, the booster separated as normal but engines conked out as it made its way back to Earth. Instead of a controlled splashdown in the Gulf of Mexico, the booster came in hard. There were no reports of injury or property damage, according to the FAA, which will oversee the company's investigation.
The spacecraft continued around the world, releasing 20 mock satellites before ending the mission as planned with a fiery splashdown in the Indian Ocean. 
The 407-foot (124-meter) rocket is SpaceX CEO Elon Musk's biggest and most powerful Starship yet, designed to carry crews to Mars. NASA is looking for it to land astronauts on the moon as soon as 2028 and help build a lunar base.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Introducing Argus, a robot with 20 legs and eyes built to move and see in any direction instantly
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            Argus looks more like a virus than a robot, and that's the point. The team at Duke University's General Robotics Lab says they're out to create a new species, not just more copies of humans, dogs or birds. (AP Video/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jiaxun Liu, a Ph.D. student, works on a robot named Argus at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            Jiaxun Liu, a Ph.D. student, works on a robot named Argus at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jiaxun Liu, a Ph.D. student, works on a robot named Argus at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: Professor Boyuan Chen gestures toward a humanoid robot at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: Professor Boyuan Chen is reflected in a glass case as he looks at a humanoid robot at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: Professor Boyuan Chen watches as a robot named Argus expands and contract at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            Professor Boyuan Chen watches as a robot named Argus expands and contract at Duke University's General Robotics Lab in Durham, N.C., Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ALLEN G. BREED and HOLLY RAMER

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        DURHAM, N.C. (AP) -- A robot being developed at Duke University is almost ready to face the world, in any direction.
Instead of trying to copy symmetrical shapes from nature by building robots that look like people, dogs or insects, engineering professor Boyuan Chen and his team focused on uniformity in action, or what he calls "dynamic symmetry."
The result was Argus. The roly-poly robot named after a mythological many-eyed giant has depth-sensing cameras attached to 20 telescoping legs that radiate from a central core. With no front, back, top or bottom, it can see and move in any direction instantly.
"Instead of measuring how your legs are arranged around a different part of your body, we're measuring how fast you can move in any direction," Chen said. "Who said, you know, if you have a robot to help us in a most effective way, it has to look like us?"

    
In experiments, Argus has navigated sandy beaches and forest undergrowth, rolling over obstacles and stabilizing itself after being pushed. It can climb between parallel brick walls by alternating bracing and thrusting motions with its legs. If one or more motor dies or a leg breaks, it continues to function.



    
        




    




"Watching Argus move is unlike watching any other robot we've worked with," said Jiaxun Liu, a graduate student and co-author of a study about Argus published online Wednesday in the journal Science Robotics. "The first time we saw it navigate among trees and rough terrain, even under heavy collisions, we knew this was something different."

    
        
    
As part of their work, researchers developed a new design principle called dynamic isotropy that rates robots on a scale of 0 to 1 based on how uniformly they can accelerate in every direction. Most robots in use today, including humanoids and drones, score below 0.6. Argus scores 0.91.
"When a robot can accelerate equally well in every direction, it stops needing to face the world in any particular way," said Chen, who hopes the same principle could guide the development of search and rescue robots, underwater or aerial vehicles or robots with the ability to grip objects.


    
"Instead of building a robot hand that looks like a human hand ... one idea is to think about having Argus be the hand itself, and it can manipulate objects in any direction," he said. "The knowledge we can transfer to the rest of the world is much more deeper than building an existing robot or copying an existing species."
____
Ramer reported from Concord, New Hampshire.
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    A rare blue micromoon rises this weekend




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The full moon rises behind the buildings of the banking district in Frankfurt, Germany, Friday, May 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Get set for a rare blue micromoon this weekend -- a blue moon that's also the most distant and smallest-looking full moon of the year.
A bonus: The brilliant star Antares will photobomb Sunday's spectacle for a celestial three-for-one. 
A blue moon occurs every two to three years when a second full moon squeezes into a single month. May 1 saw this month's first full moon. 
Since the moon's orbit isn't a perfect circle, the upcoming full moon will be farther from Earth than usual at a distance of 252,360 miles (406,135 kilometers), making it seem a bit smaller and dimmer. It's the opposite of a supermoon when a full moon comes closer to us than normal. The most recent supermoon, for instance, was just 225,130 miles (362,312 kilometers) away.
The Virtual Telescope Project's Gianluca Masi, who will provide a live webcast from Italy, said Sunday's micromoon will appear about 6% smaller and 10% dimmer than that of an average full moon -- "differences that are subtle enough to likely go unnoticed by most observers."

    
The scene will be especially thrilling south of the equator across the Pacific.



    
        




    




For stargazers in Argentina, Chile, New Zealand, eastern Australia, parts of Antarctica and a smattering of other islands, Antares will vanish temporarily as the blue micromoon passes in front of it. 
The red supergiant star, 550 light-years away, is known as the "heart of scorpion" in the constellation Scorpius. A light-year is almost 6 trillion miles (9.7 trillion kilometers). 

    
        
    
There won't be any disappearing act for those looking up elsewhere in the world, with Antares constantly visible alongside the full moon.
And despite the name, this blue moon won't appear turquoise, sapphire or any other shade. The term simply refers to the uncommon occurrence of two full moons in one month.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Why your co-worker might be listening to music tuned to 432 hertz
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            By 
            CATHY BUSSEWITZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Yoselin Sanchez has been in chronic pain since she was born with cervical scoliosis. While little eases the discomfort, she's found ways to distract herself from hurting.
She practices yoga. She performs free flow dance. And while she works, she frequently listens to house music tuned to 432 hertz, a frequency lower than typical concert pitch.
"Music is medicine. Sound is medicine," said Sanchez, who provides telehealth services for a healthcare management organization in California. "It helps me focus and be engaged with the patient I'm assisting, and it also helps me relax."
Music recorded in 432 hertz (cycles per second) is taking off on social media platforms and music streaming services, where users can find an increasing number of tracks and playlists employing the alternate tuning, everything from meditation soundscapes to reggae songs recorded by Ziggy Marley. 

    
Many proponents assert that 432 hertz is aligned with nature. Others assign the frequency healing properties or the power to reduce blood pressure. So far, there's no robust scientific evidence to support those claims.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




"There are frequencies going on right now that are higher than what we can hear and lower than what can hear. And they're not special because they're one of the billions and billions of frequencies that we're receiving right now," said Susan Rogers, a Berklee College of Music professor emeritus who worked as Prince's sound engineer during the 1980s. "To set one aside and say that it is the frequency of the universe is, as far as the science community is concerned, nonsense."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


To Sanchez, it doesn't matter if the pain relief and emotional benefits she ascribes to 432 hertz music have a scientific explanation. 
"When it comes to music, it could activate different feelings in people, the vibrations of it. It's not like a one-size-fits-all," she said. 

    
        
    
The story behind 440 and 432 hertz 
Throughout history, as people sang or played music together, they tuned their instruments to the same pitch to create a harmonious sound. Singers and musicians often chose a musical note -- typically the A above middle C on a piano -- as a reference point.
The music genre known as "432 Hz" is characterized by its tuning, in which the A above middle C is pitch-adjusted to vibrate at 432 hertz instead of the standard 440 hertz. The lower frequency is noticeable to the naked ear, sounding like slightly lower notes. Some people feel the alteration produces a warmer, more harmonious sound that resonates with the human body and the natural world.

    
Many orchestras and musicians now tune their instruments to 440 hertz. But that wasn't always the case.
Until the 19th century, musicians tuned instruments according to local standards, which varied from one country to the next, said Fanny Gribenski, a music historian at New York University. "For most of music history, people are just singing within their own vocal range," she added.
Eventually, there were orchestras and musical groups tuning to higher frequencies, and some composers became concerned that singers would be unable to perform music from the past, Gribenski said. 

    
"The idea that it should be mainly a lower frequency than the ones that were in use at the time is really the cultural concern for protecting music from the past, protecting the voices of singers," she said.
At the same time, as international travel became more widespread, the desire for a common tuning frequency grew. In 1939, representatives from multiple European countries and the U.S. agreed to accept 440 hertz as the international standard.
Artists continued to experiment with pitch over the decades that followed. In the 1980s and '90s, sound engineers sometimes took a recorded song and sped it up or slowed it down to achieve a brighter or slower sound, moving away from the frequency of 440 hertz, Rogers said. 
But Rogers doubts that retuning a whole band or orchestra to 432 hertz would improve its sound since many modern instruments were designed sound prettiest while tuned to 440 hertz. 
"Some of those instruments might sound a little sweeter, but it's likely that most won't," she said. 

    
Higher pitch generally means more brilliance, or perhaps a little more power in some instruments, Gribenski said. For those listeners who appreciate the lower 432 hertz music, "I wonder if there is a sense of deceleration, slowing down slightly, and also taking one step down from the bright sounds of modernity," she said.
Working and 432 hertz music
Fans of working while accompanied by a 432 hertz soundtrack cite a variety of reasons. 
Amelia Beamer, who handles marketing at the North Carolina pharmacy her parents own, Andrews Apothecary, says she thinks taking work breaks to listen to music tuned to 432 hertz helps with her attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. She's noticed that she feels more focused if she listens before she starts a project.

    
Beamer works for 25 minutes, takes a five-minute listening break and then returns to the task at hand. She also listens to other frequencies, such as music tuned to 528 hertz.
"It definitely helps me feel more grounded and more centered," Beamer said of 432 hertz music. "It helps me slow down and to take some intentional space and time for myself."
Diana Wolf Torres, who creates videos and writes a newsletter about robots, frequently gets migraines and is sensitive to noises. If a gardener is using a leaf blower next door, she has difficulty ignoring it. Listening to music tuned to 432 hertz or other sounds such as white noise while wearing noise-canceling headphones helps. 
"I just want to be there and get it done and feel like I'm doing my best writing possible, and anything that keeps me in the zone is a fantastic tool," Torres said.
Torres doesn't think there's any science or special properties behind 432 hertz music but that "maybe some people find this lower tuning more soothing." She noted that most listeners won't know if music labeled 432 hertz on social media is labeled accurately. 
"What does it matter? If you're getting an effect, are you really going to check the resonance? Do you care?" Torres asked.
Sanchez, the telehealth worker, also enjoys listening to tunes fixed to other alternative frequencies, such as 528 hertz and 963 hertz.
"It's something worth exploring and finding out for yourself whether it has any benefits or not," Sanchez said. "For me, I find that grounding is beneficial to my overall wellbeing, so I see how it helps my livelihood."
___

Share your stories and questions about workplace wellness at [email protected]. Follow AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health at https://apnews.com/hub/be-well
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                    Climate

    Think it's hot now? The next five years will smash records, UN says
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            A new World Meteorological Organization report gives a three-out-of-four chance that the next five years will average more than 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial temperatures. That's the international safety limit set in 2015.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents transport drinking water from Humaita to the Paraizinho community, along the dry Madeira River, a tributary of the Amazon River, during the dry season, Amazonas state, Brazil, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros, File)]
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            Residents transport drinking water from Humaita to the Paraizinho community, along the dry Madeira River, a tributary of the Amazon River, during the dry season, Amazonas state, Brazil, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Large icebergs float away as the sun rises near Kulusuk, Greenland, on Aug. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File)]
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            Large icebergs float away as the sun rises near Kulusuk, Greenland, on Aug. 16, 2019. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man takes shelter in the shade of a palm tree to protect himself from the sun in a beach in Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)]
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            SETH BORENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the next five years, the Earth is overwhelmingly likely to surge again and again past the international climate threshold set as safe and shatter its hottest-year record along the way, according to new United Nations climate projections.
The World Meteorological Organization also forecasts an overheating Arctic that warms nearly 3 degrees Fahrenheit (1.66 degrees Celsius) between now and 2030 and a dangerous drought with potential wildfires for the Amazon, a crucial part of Earth's natural defenses to lessen human-caused climate change. A hotter globe from the burning of coal, oil and gas means more extreme weather including floods, droughts and heat waves, scientists said.
The projections by the U.N. climate agency and the United Kingdom's Meteorological Office said there's a 75% chance that the average global temperature between 2026 and 2030 will be more than 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) higher compared to pre-industrial times. That threshold is the agreed-upon limit of warming -- averaged over 20 years -- set in 2015 by the Paris climate agreement. 
A U.N. science report a few years later detailed how exceeding that 1.5 mark means more likely death, danger and species loss. Even though it's only a few tenths of a degree, some of the planet's ecosystems, such as coral and glaciers, can't handle the strain.

    
Passing warming limit has consequences, but no cliff
There's a 91% chance that at least one of the next five years will shoot past the 1.5 degree threshold and an 86% chance that one of those years will smash the record for Earth's hottest year set in 2024, the WMO report said. The WMO projects each year between now and 2030 to be between 1.3 degrees Celsius (2.3 degrees Fahrenheit) and 1.9 degrees Celsius (3.4 degrees Fahrenheit) since the late 1800s.
"It's important to note that (1.5) is not kind of a cliff edge that we're going to fall off," said report co-author Melissa Seabrook, a climate scientist at the U.K. Meteorological Office. "Every kind of 0.1 of a degree has more and more severe impact."
She pointed to unprecedented May heat in Europe this week.



    
        




    




An entire year or more above the 1.5 degree mark "means a whole range of extreme weather events, probably many so hot/wet/dry that it exceeds anything we've experienced in the past and thus crucially, anything our city planning, agriculture etc. has anticipated," Imperial College of London climate scientist Friederike Otto, who wasn't part of the report, said in an email. "This will mean many people will lose their lives, we are in for a lot of food price shocks, and more intense wildfires."

    
        
    
Nearly all the shorter-term forecasts call for a strong El Nino -- a natural warming of parts of the central Pacific that alters weather worldwide and spikes global temperatures -- to form soon. The WMO report said it could stretch all the way to 2028. Because of that, Seabrook said 2027 will likely break the 2024 heat record.

    
And if the next five years do average more than 1.5 degrees Celsius since pre-industrial times, that means Earth will have warmed a quarter of a degree Celsius (0.45 degrees Fahrenheit) in a decade, which is faster than the previous rates of warming. Those were closer to two-tenths of a degree Celsius per decade.
Climate scientists are debating whether global warming is accelerating, "which obviously is quite scary," and if these projections come true it would give additional evidence to those who see a speeded up rate of change, Seabrook said.

    
Accelerating warmth forecast in the Arctic
The projections, based on the averaging of about 200 runs of computer simulations using 13 different climate models from various countries, show warming in the Arctic rising 3.5 times faster than the rest of the globe, because there's less ice and snow that had been reflecting solar radiation to space, Seabrook said. It becomes a vicious cycle.
"As the temperature warms, more sea ice melts, the worse this makes it," Seabrook said.
Winters in the Arctic from 2020 to 2025 on average were 2.1 degrees Fahrenheit (1.2 degrees Celsius) warmer than the 1991-2020 average. The WMO projects the next five winters will average 5.1 degrees Fahrenheit (2.8 degrees Celsius) warmer than that recent normal, Seabrook said.
The report also forecasts Arctic sea ice to continue to shrink in the summer.

    
Amazon may get drier, sparking fire worries
The report calls for even warmer and unusually dry conditions in the Amazon basin, and that could be devastating for both local residents and the planet as a whole, Seabrook said.
People rely on the Amazon for water and the hotter, drier conditions should increase wildfire risk, Seabrook said, threatening to turn the Amazon, which now sucks heat-trapping carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, into a region that worsens the problem. 
Africa's Sahel area, which has been extra dry, is likely to get more than normal rain and that could lead to flooding, Seabrook said.

    
United Nations officials said efforts to curb climate change haven't been enough.
"Despite the progress of recent years, it's clear that global heating is still outpacing global efforts to contain it, and the baking temperatures in Europe, India and elsewhere show yet again the brutal human and economic impacts of humanity still burning colossal amounts of coal, oil and gas," U.N. climate chief Simon Stiell said about the WMO report. 
"Whether it's extreme heat, mega-storms, floods, massive wildfires or droughts hitting food supply and prices," he said, "every nation is already paying a huge price from this global climate crisis."
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Brazil to invest $75 million in highway through Amazon, fueling deforestation concerns




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man walks down an unpaved stretch of highway BR-319 in the Brazilian Amazon between the cities of Manaus and Porto Velho on Aug. 10, 2018. (AP Photo/Fabiano Maisonnave, File)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Brazil's government announced Wednesday that it will invest $75 million in the BR-319 highway cutting through the Amazon rainforest, a project environmentalists say could accelerate deforestation and worsen climate change. 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's administration simultaneously announced an environmental protection plan to safeguard the forest from potential impacts from the highway, which connects the northern states of Amazonas and Rondonia with the rest of Brazil. 
"From an environmental standpoint, it will be the most modern road in the world," Lula said during a ceremony in Amazonas state, accompanied by Environment Minister Joao Paulo Capobianco. 
"Any foreigner who comes here to weigh in on the climate issue, we will show what we've done here," Lula said.
The BR-319 highway was inaugurated in 1976 but remains largely unpaved. It cuts through the Amazon rainforest and reaches Manaus, the Amazon's largest city, with more than 2 million residents. The road runs alongside the Madeira River -- one of the Amazon River's main tributaries that has suffered from droughts that disrupt cargo transport.

    
In Wednesday's ceremony in Iranduba, a city in Amazonas about 23 miles (37 kilometers) from Manaus, the Brazilian government also announced local investments including projects by state-run oil company Petrobras and its subsidiary Transpetro in Amazonas. Lula was accompanied by local politicians who are expected to support his campaign for reelection to a fourth, nonconsecutive term in October.



    
        




    




Government unveils protection measures
Officials showed a video outlining environmental protection measures for the highway, including environmental monitoring of a 50-kilometer-wide (31-mile-wide) strip on each side of the road along its entire length. They said the highway requires a stronger state presence since it runs through one of the rainforest's most sensitive areas. 
The government also pledged to install inspection checkpoints, enforcement agency bases and to create new conservation units. It said it would hire a private company in 2028 to support enforcement.
On Tuesday, Lula visited a section of the highway, posing with machinery and workers, and appearing to operate equipment as work continued on the dirt road.

    
        
    
Environmental groups, including the Climate Observatory, have challenged the project in court. In 2024, Climate Observatory filed a lawsuit to overturn the 2022 preliminary license for paving the BR-319 highway, arguing that officials ignored technical warnings from Brazil's environmental agency and failed to require key safeguards, such as Indigenous consultation and climate impact studies.

    
Subsequent legal challenges briefly halted a related bidding process in April, but a higher court soon overturned the suspension. 
Minister George Santoro said Wednesday that the entire highway will be under contract and undergoing work by the end of June.

    
Amazon roads linked to deforestation 
The Amazon, the world's largest rainforest, plays a critical role in regulating the global climate. The road cuts through one of the biome's most well-preserved regions, home to dozens of protected areas and Indigenous territories.
Scientific research has shown that opening new roads in the rainforest drives deforestation, spurring the spread of illegal side roads. A 2014 study published in the journal Biological Conservation found that 95% of forest clearing occurs within 5.5 kilometers (3.4 miles) of roads. For every 1 kilometer (0.6 miles) of official road, there are roughly 3 kilometers (1.9 miles) of unofficial roads.
Marina Silva, a former environment minister in Lula's administration, said during a Senate hearing last year that deforestation in the BR-319 area surged immediately after roadworks were announced. She resigned in April to run for Congress.
Marcio Astrini, executive director of Climate Observatory, said the government is bypassing due process in implementing the measures to safeguard environmental protections. A plan to prevent deforestation along the highway, he said, should have been discussed, approved and implemented before paving began -- not at the same time as is happening now.

    
"Just the simple announcement under (former President Jair) Bolsonaro's government that the road would be rebuilt nearly doubled land grabbing and deforestation in the area. Laying asphalt there creates another incentive," Astrini said. "If there are no protection measures in place, it just becomes yet another driver of deforestation."
--

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    About 8% of the country lacked health insurance in 2025, new data shows. That could rise next year




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pages from the U.S. Affordable Care Act health insurance website, healthcare.gov, are displayed on a computer screen in New York, Aug. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Pages from the U.S. Affordable Care Act health insurance website, healthcare.gov, are displayed on a computer screen in New York, Aug. 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MIKE STOBBE and ALI SWENSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The proportion of Americans without health insurance held steady at around 8% of the population in 2025, according to new findings from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The national survey results, released Thursday, show the all-ages uninsured rate has stayed significantly down from where it was several years ago, but the ranks of the uninsured could soon expand as the Trump administration's sweeping changes to the health landscape begin to take hold.
Massive changes to Medicaid, the government's safety-net health program for low-income Americans, passed into law last year could result in 10 million more uninsured individuals over a decade, according to Congressional Budget Office estimates. 
And the expiration this year of certain Affordable Care Act subsidies -- which had offset premium costs -- is also contributing to reduced participation in marketplace health programs. Around 5 million fewer people are expected to enroll in those plans in 2026 compared with 2025, according to the healthcare research nonprofit KFF.

    
The government has multiple programs for tracking Americans' insurance status, which can give different numbers depending on factors like timing and question wording. Many researchers consider the U.S. Census Bureau to be "the official scorekeeper," said David Howard, an Emory University health policy and management professor. 



    
        




    




But the CDC survey results tracks closely with that, and they offer the first complete data for all of 2025 -- the first year of President Donald Trump's second term in office.

    
        
    
The Trump administration has sought to expand access to low-premium catastrophic health insurance plans and lower drug prices for Americans who don't have health insurance. It has also suggested that projected insurance enrollment declines indicate a drop-off of fraudulent and ineligible enrollees, rather than eligible Americans.

    
Although the share of insured and uninsured stayed roughly the same in 2025 as the year before, the number of uninsured grew by about 800,000 -- 300,000 of them children. The growth of the overall U.S. population helps explain that.
The survey results also suggest a possible increased insured rate among Hispanic Americans. But that may in part reflect the effects of the Trump administration's immigration crackdown, if uninsured members of that group left the country, Howard said.
Most Americans 65 and older have health insurance through the federal Medicare program. It's different for younger Americans, many of whom are covered through a patchwork of public and private insurance programs.
The percentage of Americans under 65 who were uninsured rose in the 1980s, 1990s and early 2000s -- from 12% in 1980 to more than 18% in 2010. It fell following passage of the Affordable Care Act in 2010, which expanded Medicaid programs and enacted measures to make affordable health insurance available to more people. 
By 2016 it dropped nearly to 10%, before rising to 11 to 12% during Trump's first administration, according to historical survey data from the CDC's National Center for Health Statistics.

    
The COVID-19 pandemic saw the rate of uninsured fall again, as a result of government policies put in place to preserve coverage as people faced disruptions related to the pandemic. The rate hit an all-time low in 2023, falling below 9%. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Technology

    Humanoids dance and thread needles as Japanese robotics developers look to outdo Chinese




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Professor Hiroshi Ishiguro, right, of Osaka University talks to android robot Geminoid at the Humanoids Summit 2026 in Tokyo, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Professor Hiroshi Ishiguro, right, of Osaka University talks to android robot Geminoid at the Humanoids Summit 2026 in Tokyo, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A humanoid robot poses for photo at the Humanoids Summit 2026 in Tokyo, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]
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[image: High Torque's Mini Pi bipedal robot is operated at the Humanoids Summit 2026 in Tokyo, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]
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[image: A robot demonstrates picking up a pair of socks at the Humanoids Summit 2026 in Tokyo, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Mechanical hands dexterous enough to thread a needle, childlike dancing robots and adult-sized ones to help with deliveries were on display Thursday as the Humanoids Summit Tokyo opened.
Among the dozens of companies taking part, including well-known players like Boston Dynamics and Toyota Motor Corp., the big stars now were clearly the Chinese.
Chinese newcomers, like Booster Robotics and LimX Dynamics, took the technology initially developed in Japan and the U.S. and fine-tuned it, often for cheaper mass production. It's a repeat of what happened in other Japanese industries, from consumer electronics to cellphones and electric vehicles. In humanoids, Japan was initially ahead but then failed to produce major commercial solutions. 
Tim Hornyuk, author of "Loving the Machine: The Art and Science of Japanese Robots," who was at the event, categorized it as the so-called "Galapagos syndrome," referring to how innovative Japanese products evolve in isolation and end up not translating for the international market. 

    
"I really hope that Japan can come up with a Ford Model T-version of humanoid roots. But I think China has already stolen their lunch. It's a bit too little too late," he said.
The dancing and wiggling Mini Pi Plus robot from High Torque of China, for instance, still can't help at an auto plant or do your dishes. But it's cute. And it doesn't come with an eye-popping price tag, starting at $5,500. 



    
        




    




Chinese robots are dominating 
One telling example of Chinese robotics use in Japan was GMO, a Tokyo-based AI and robotics company working on a humanoid with camera eyes that will help with Japan Airlines cargo and other chores at an airport. 
The key is to have the robot do the work in the same way as people so they would be interchangeable, an initiative meant to tackle the labor shortage problem that is increasingly serious in Japan.
The inner robotics workings were all courtesy of Unitree, a Chinese outfit, which is also working on a four-legged dog-like "stellar explorer."

    
        
    
Experts say Japan, with its finesse in manufacturing, proved a good breeding ground for robotics development. The sociological backdrop of a public receptive to robotics also helped.

    
A recent Pew global survey showed that people in Japan are highly aware of AI but are less anxious about it, at about 28%, than people in the U.S. at 50%. 
Japanese automaker Honda Motor Co., a leader in robotics with its walking humanoid Asimo, first shown in 2000, was demonstrating a motorized four-fingered robotic hand that could screw on and off tiny bolts, or thread a needle.
It didn't seem to bother Keisuke Tsuta, assistant chief engineer, that similar mechanical hands were on display galore near his booth, many of them from Chinese makers.

    
Japanese robotics show their prowess 
The technology Honda had developed is more durable and powerful than rival offerings, and the Japanese have historically shown they can excel at quality mass production, according to Tsuta.
The looming threat of a Chinese robotics domination didn't seem to phase Osaka University Professor Hiroshi Ishiguro, who has worked on humanoids for decades, including one that's his clone.
"What's significant is that Japan has a culture that's receptive to robotics. If we're going to really start using robots in society, Japan is the ideal place," he said, stressing that Japanese don't discriminate against robots. 

His robotic counterpart, dressed all in black like the professor, did as good a job, if not better, of answering a key existentialist question on the meaning of robots. 
"I think robots will coexist with people. Robots are the mirror of human beings," the robot replied in a slightly monotonous but human-like voice. 
Earlier, the professor had answered a similar question, but a bit differently.
"No one is interested in me. All everyone cares about is my robot," he said, sitting next to his twin-like humanoid.
"As long as people identify with what I have produced, I am a success," he added. 
___
Yuri Kageyama is on Threads: https://www.threads.com/@yurikageyama
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                    U.S. News

    Gobierno de Trump ha pedido a fiscales no proceder contra presidenta de Venezuela, dicen fuentes




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La presidenta encargada de Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez, saluda tras despedirse del secretario de Energia de Estados Unidos, Chris Wright, luego de una reunion en el Palacio de Miraflores, el 11 de febrero de 2026, en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos, archivo)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            La presidenta encargada de Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez, saluda tras despedirse del secretario de Energia de Estados Unidos, Chris Wright, luego de una reunion en el Palacio de Miraflores, el 11 de febrero de 2026, en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos, archivo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La presidenta encargada de Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez, ofrece un discurso en el Palacio de Miraflores durante una reunion con el presidente de Colombia, Gustavo Petro, el 24 de abril de 2026, en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP foto/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: La presidenta encargada de Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez, se dirige a sus seguidores el jueves 30 de abril de 2026, en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Pedro Mattey)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- El gobierno del presidente estadounidense Donald Trump ha instruido discretamente a fiscales federales en Miami que eviten llevar a cabo investigaciones penales contra la presidenta encargada de Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez, quien desde hace tiempo ha sido un objetivo de la DEA, segun funcionarios y exfuncionarios policiales de Estados Unidos, en la mas reciente senal de un acercamiento en las relaciones entre la Casa Blanca y la nacion sudamericana.
No esta claro si los fiscales habian implicado a Rodriguez en algun delito ni si los investigadores avanzaban hacia una acusacion formal. Un portavoz del Departamento de Justicia indico en un correo electronico que "nunca hubo una investigacion sobre ella que cerrar".
Pero registros de la DEA obtenidos por The Associated Press este ano muestran que su nombre aparecia de manera constante en el radar de las agencias policiales federales al menos desde 2018, aunque nunca ha sido acusada penalmente en Estados Unidos, a diferencia de otros altos funcionarios venezolanos.

    
La instruccion de pausar el escrutinio sobre Rodriguez tenia como proposito no entorpecer los empenos del gobierno para estabilizar Venezuela tras la captura de su predecesor, Nicolas Maduro, entre otras razones, dijo el funcionario. No estaba claro si la Casa Blanca, que remitio las consultas al Departamento de Justicia, participo en la decision.



    
        




    




"A todos se les ha dicho que se detengan", afirmo uno de los exfuncionarios.

    
        
    
Los exfuncionarios, que habian sido informados sobre el desarrollo, asi como el funcionario actual, hablaron con la AP a condicion de guardar el anonimato porque no estan autorizados a declarar publicamente sobre deliberaciones internas.
Ni Rodriguez, ni un abogado en Estados Unidos que la representa, ni el Ministerio de Comunicacion de Venezuela respondieron a solicitudes de comentarios.

    
La medida reduce la presion sobre Rodriguez
Eliminar la amenaza de una posible acusacion formal, aunque sea temporalmente, reduce la presion sobre Rodriguez mientras el gobierno de Trump procura trabajar con la mandataria encargada para estabilizar Venezuela tras la salida de Maduro y abrir el pais a la inversion de Estados Unidos.
Trump califico a Rodriguez como una "persona estupenda" poco despues de que el ejercito de Estados Unidos llevara a Maduro y a su esposa a Nueva York, donde enfrentan cargos federales relacionados con narcoticos. Ambos se han declarado inocentes.
En los ultimos meses, Estados Unidos ha levantado sanciones contra Rodriguez y la ha reconocido como la unica jefa de Estado de Venezuela, lo que le ha permitido restablecer vinculos con bancos occidentales y trabajar con mayor libertad con inversionistas de Estados Unidos que buscan acceder a las reservas de petroleo venezolanas, las mayores del mundo. A medida que los lazos entre ambos gobiernos se han profundizado, algunos han presentado el manual de Washington para el pais sudamericano --caracterizado por bloqueos petroleros, acusaciones formales contra lideres de alto nivel y amenazas de intervencion militar-- como un modelo para impulsar un cambio de regimen desde dentro, mientras Estados Unidos presiona a otros de sus adversarios de larga data en Iran y Cuba.

    
Rodriguez y su hermano, Jorge Rodriguez, presidente de la Asamblea Nacional, fueron objeto de sanciones de la Casa Blanca durante el primer mandato de Trump por su papel en socavar la democracia venezolana y afianzar el gobierno autoritario de Maduro.
Rodriguez "esta haciendo un gran trabajo", escribio Trump en redes sociales a inicios de marzo. "El petroleo esta empezando a fluir, y es muy agradable ver el profesionalismo y la dedicacion entre ambos paises".
En los ultimos meses, Rodriguez ha encabezado ceremonias con un flujo constante de empresarios petroleros estadounidenses, algunos de los cuales formaban parte de delegaciones de alto perfil encabezadas por el secretario de Energia de Estados Unidos, Chris Wright, y el secretario del Interior, Doug Burgum.

    
Se aplaza el tema electoral en medio de elogios de Trump
Entre todo el intercambio de elogios, lo que falta es una conversacion sobre elecciones en Venezuela, incluso despues de que Rodriguez rebasara el mes pasado un limite de 90 dias fijado por el maximo tribunal venezolano para ocupar el cargo de Maduro de manera temporal.
"No lo se", respondio en ingles a inicios de este mes cuando un periodista de Estados Unidos de visita le grito una pregunta sobre el plazo para celebrar elecciones. "En algun momento".
La senadora Jeanne Shaheen, la principal democrata en la Comision de Relaciones Exteriores del Senado, ha exigido que el gobierno explique su trato favorable hacia Rodriguez, a quien califico como una "figura central en el regimen represivo de Nicolas Maduro".
"Se han levantado sanciones contra la senora Rodriguez sin indicio alguno de que haya tomado acciones concretas y significativas para restablecer el orden democratico", escribio Shaheen, junto con la senadora Elizabeth Warren, en una carta enviada la semana pasada al secretario de Estado, Marco Rubio, y al secretario del Tesoro, Scott Bessent.

    
Rick de la Torre, exjefe de estacion de la CIA en Caracas, dijo que la decision de frenar cualquier investigacion penal sobre Rodriguez encaja bien con los objetivos de politica exterior del gobierno estadounidense en Venezuela.
"Es marxista de toda la vida y fue una dirigente de alto nivel de uno de los regimenes mas corruptos del mundo, pero Estados Unidos le esta dando oxigeno y ofreciendo incentivos para sentar las bases de la democracia y de la inversion de Estados Unidos", sostuvo De la Torre, director general de Tower Strategy, que asesora a empresas que buscan hacer negocios en Venezuela.
"Sin embargo, su utilidad tiene fecha de caducidad. En algun momento enfrentara a la justicia", anadio.
Rodriguez ha estado en el radar de la DEA desde 2018
La DEA habia reunido un expediente de inteligencia detallado sobre Rodriguez al menos desde 2018, y ha recibido senalamientos sobre ella que van desde narcotrafico hasta contrabando de oro, informo la AP hace algunos meses. Un informante confidencial dijo a la DEA a inicios de 2021 que Rodriguez estaba usando hoteles en el destino caribeno de Isla Margarita "como fachada para lavar dinero", segun muestran los expedientes.
Su nombre ha aparecido en casi una docena de investigaciones de la DEA --varias de las cuales seguian en curso este ano-- que involucraban oficinas de campo desde Paraguay y Ecuador hasta Phoenix y Nueva York. Incluso habia sido vinculada con el presunto "recaudador" de Maduro, Alex Saab, a quien las autoridades de Estados Unidos arrestaron por primera vez en 2020 por cargos de lavado de dinero, segun los expedientes.
Rodriguez deporto a Saab este mes como parte de una purga de empresarios cercanos al poder acusados de haberse enriquecido mediante tratos corruptos con Maduro.
No esta claro en cuales investigaciones en Miami aparecio el nombre de Rodriguez. Dos de los exfuncionarios dijeron que Rodriguez tambien ha surgido en reuniones con investigadores en Tampa a los que la exsecretaria de Justicia Pam Bondi encargo el ano pasado indagar delitos financieros en Venezuela.
En ese momento, Rodriguez se desempenaba como vicepresidenta de Maduro. La politica del Departamento de Justicia exige que el secretario de Justicia apruebe personalmente la presentacion de cargos contra cualquier jefe de Estado extranjero, quienes normalmente gozan de inmunidad frente a procesos penales, de conformidad con el derecho internacional y el de Estados Unidos.
Frenar investigaciones penales contra mandatarios extranjeros
La pausa en las investigaciones sobre Rodriguez ocurre mientras el gobierno de Trump tambien ha frenado investigaciones federales en curso sobre otro destacado lider izquierdista latinoamericano: el presidente de Colombia, Gustavo Petro.
La DEA tambien habia designado a Petro como un "objetivo prioritario" por supuestos vinculos con narcotraficantes que habian sido investigados durante meses por fiscales federales. The New York Times informo en marzo que funcionarios de Estados Unidos aseguraron recientemente al gobierno colombiano que Petro no enfrenta cargos en esos casos.
Duncan Levin, un exfiscal que trabajo en la fiscalia federal de Brooklyn, dijo que seria "profundamente preocupante" que a las fuerzas policiales se les "ordene detener una investigacion legitima por razones politicas o transaccionales".
"La Casa Blanca no puede usar la aplicacion de la ley penal como un interruptor diplomatico", declaro Levin a la AP. "Se supone que las decisiones del Departamento de Justicia se basan en la ley, la evidencia, las politicas y la seguridad publica, no en si un funcionario extranjero le resulta util a la administracion en un momento dado".
___
Durkin Richer informo desde Washington y Mustian desde Nueva York. La periodista de The Associated Press Regina Garcia Cano contribuyo a este despacho desde Ciudad de Mexico.
___

Esta historia forma parte de una investigacion que incluye el documental de FRONTLINE "Crisis in Venezuela", que se emitio el 10 de febrero de 2026 en PBS. Vea el documental en pbs.org/frontline, en la aplicacion de PBS y en el canal de YouTube de FRONTLINE.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    U.S. News

    Muertes por suicidio en centros del ICE alcanzan un ritmo "alarmante", segun investigacion de la AP




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: En la imagen, tomada de un video proporcionado por la Patrulla de Caminos del Estado de Missouri, Brayan Rayo Garzon, detenido por el Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles), mira hacia una camara de vigilancia en la carcel del condado Phelps en Rolla, Missouri, el 7 de abril de 2025, poco antes de morir por suicidio. (Patrulla de Caminos del Estado de Missouri via AP)]
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                                        Brayan Rayo Garzon se sentia angustiado. Tras ser detenido por el Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles), comenzaba su cuarto dia de aislamiento en una carcel de Missouri mientras combatia las fiebres y los escalofrios provocados por el COVID-19.
Su solicitud de tratamiento de salud mental se habia pospuesto, segun muestran los registros, y el personal le prohibio hacer su llamada nocturna a su madre como precaucion para evitar la propagacion de la enfermedad.
Les rogo a sus carceleros en notas escritas a mano que organizaran una conversacion con ella. "Siento en mi corazon que ella esta muy preocupada por mi", escribio.
Un guardia recogio la nota y se alejo. En menos de una hora, segun los registros de la carcel, lo encontraron inconsciente en su celda. Una autopsia determino que se suicido.
La muerte de Rayo, ocurrida en abril de 2025, fue la primera en un repunte de suicidios entre los detenidos por el ICE, un hecho que ha alarmado a autoridades de salud publica y expertos en carceles. Senalaron que el numero sin precedentes de fallecimientos por suicidio es un indicio de que las autoridades no supervisan adecuadamente la detencion de decenas de miles de inmigrantes atrapados en la agresiva estrategia de deportacion del gobierno del presidente Donald Trump.

    
The Associated Press encontro que al menos 10 detenidos, todos varones, han muerto por suicidio desde que Trump asumio el cargo en enero de 2025, un ritmo que supera ampliamente el crecimiento de la poblacion detenida, segun una revision de datos del ICE, informes de autopsias, dictamenes forenses y registros policiales. Desde octubre, siete muertes han sido clasificadas como suicidios, una cifra que ya es la mayor para cualquier ano fiscal en la historia de la agencia. En general, el ICE ha registrado una o ninguna de esas muertes al ano.



    
        




    




"Algo esta saliendo profundamente mal desde cualquier perspectiva de salud publica o de salud mental", afirmo el doctor Sanjay Basu, epidemiologo de la Universidad de California en San Francisco y coautor de un estudio en el que se documenta el aumento de la mortalidad y de las tasas de suicidio entre los detenidos por el ICE. "Este es uno de esos aumentos repentinos y alarmantes".

    
        
    
___

    
NOTA DEL EDITOR: En esta historia se hace mencion del suicidio. Si usted o alguien que conoce necesita ayuda, la linea nacional de prevencion del suicidio y crisis en Estados Unidos esta disponible por telefono o enviando un mensaje de texto al 988.
___
Nueve de las muertes fueron de hombres hispanos que llegaron a Estados Unidos provenientes de cuatro paises, segun hallazgos de la AP. Un hombre era ciudadano chino. Su edad promedio era de 32 anos. Aunque Trump ha caracterizado a quienes enfrentan la deportacion como "lo peor de lo peor", siete de los 10 no tenian antecedentes de delitos violentos en Estados Unidos.
Los suicidios representan casi una quinta parte de las 51 muertes bajo custodia del ICE desde enero de 2025. La mayoria de esas muertes fueron por causas naturales, y expertos dicen que muchas de ellas se habrian podido evitar con atencion medica oportuna.

    
La secretaria adjunta interina del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional, Lauren Bis, dijo que las muertes por suicidio bajo custodia del ICE siguen siendo "extremadamente raras".
La funcionaria indico que el personal de detencion sigue protocolos para proteger a los detenidos que muestran senales de autolesionarse y que el ICE exige capacitacion anual en prevencion del suicidio. Anadio que los detenidos reciben atencion medica integral, incluidos servicios de salud mental.
En reaccion a la investigacion de la AP, el presidente colombiano Gustavo Petro escribio el miercoles en X que la cancilleria del pais deberia emitir una protesta formal por la muerte de Rayo y que el gobierno de Estados Unidos deberia "reflexionar como la politica de inmigracion esta matando a estadounidenses y a latinoamericanos".

    
Existen violaciones a los estandares de detencion del ICE, segun la investigacion
Las razones detras de cualquier suicidio son complejas, y cada muerte suele tener multiples factores coadyuvantes, dicen los expertos. Los detenidos por el ICE reportan un estres intenso despues de ser detenidos, miedo a ser devueltos a paises donde su seguridad podria estar en riesgo, y frustracion y soledad por la incapacidad de comunicarse debido a barreras linguisticas.
Los detenidos tambien pueden sentir impotencia por la complejidad que rodea la ley migratoria. A diferencia de quienes estan en el sistema de justicia penal, la mayoria de los detenidos no tiene abogados y su detencion por infracciones migratorias no pretende ser punitiva.
El ICE se vuelve responsable de su bienestar cuando son detenidos, y los expertos dicen que los centros de reclusion bien administrados deberian tener pocos o ningun suicidio. Eso se debe a que el personal puede tomar medidas para mitigar las probabilidades de que los detenidos se hagan dano al identificar a quienes estan en riesgo, brindarles atencion y vigilarlos de cerca, explicaron los expertos.

    
En su investigacion, la AP encontro que los centros de detencion del ICE han quedado repetidamente por debajo de lo esperado de maneras que violan los propios estandares de la agencia.
En un examen de las 10 muertes por suicidio se revelo que los hombres murieron a lo largo de la red de detencion del ICE, incluidos centros administrados desde hace tiempo por contratistas privados y carceles de condados que recientemente se convirtieron en socios del organismo. La AP encontro que el personal de las instalaciones ignoro senales de angustia, retraso el tratamiento de salud mental y no vigilo a detenidos que ya habian sido considerados en riesgo. Tambien permitio que los detenidos tuvieran acceso a materiales que podrian usarse para autolesionarse, segun la revision de la AP de informes de inspeccion de ICE y registros de muertes.
En algunos casos, encarcelaron a detenidos angustiados en aislamiento, lo que puede agravar sentimientos de humillacion e impotencia, segun expertos.
El ICE ha afirmado repetidamente que evalua a los detenidos dentro de las 12 horas posteriores a su llegada para detectar padecimientos medicos, dentales y de salud mental.
Al menos tres de las nueve instalaciones donde detenidos por el ICE murieron por suicidio han tenido dificultades para cumplir ese estandar, segun informes de inspeccion de la agencia y registros carcelarios.
El doctor Homer Venters, exdirector medico de las carceles de la ciudad de Nueva York que anteriormente asesoro al ICE sobre la prevencion de muertes de detenidos, califico de aterrador el aumento de suicidios.
El incremento "refleja fallas en la forma en se opera el sistema, y en particular, fallas en como ocurren las primeras etapas de ingreso a detencion, de modo que las personas no son evaluadas adecuadamente", senalo el especialista. "Y luego, si esa evaluacion inicial detecta senales de alerta, no se actua de una manera que reduzca el riesgo de que tengan una muerte prevenible".
Del cruce fronterizo a la detencion
Entre quienes se quitaron la vida habia un joven de 19 anos originario de Mexico que fue detenido tras una parada de trafico por una falta menor mientras conducia su scooter.
Otro era un trabajador de restaurante de 36 anos que perdio contacto con sus familiares en Nicaragua despues de que el ICE lo detuvo en Minnesota y lo envio a un campamento abarrotado en Texas. Un tercero era un hombre de 45 anos que cruzo repetidamente la frontera entre Estados Unidos y Mexico de manera ilegal y tenia un largo historial delictivo.
Rayo, quien se quito la vida tras suplicar hablar con su madre, era un veterano del Ejercito colombiano que habia trabajado como vendedor ambulante en su pais. Una semana despues de cumplir 26 anos en 2023, su familia cruzo la frontera de Estados Unidos en California. Estuvo detenido durante tres meses antes de que se le permitiera establecerse con familiares en St. Louis, segun muestran registros y entrevistas.
Su madre, Adriana Garzon, conto que Rayo se adapto rapidamente a la vida en Estados Unidos, hacia amigos con facilidad y trabajaba como pintor de casas y repartidor de comida. Queria ahorrar dinero para contratar a un abogado que lo ayudara a quedarse en el pais despues de que un juez ordeno en 2024 que fuera enviado de regreso a Colombia, explico.
Fue arrestado en marzo de 2025 por la policia de St. Louis despues de que lo sorprendieran usando una tarjeta de credito robada, que habia obtenido de un amigo, en una tienda de vapeo, segun registros judiciales. Luego, el ICE lo tomo bajo custodia. En un registro de la agencia obtenido por la AP se clasifico a Rayo como un trabajador manual que representaba un bajo riesgo para la seguridad publica.
El ICE coloco a Rayo en la carcel del condado de Phelps en Rolla, Missouri, a unos 160 kilometros (100 millas) de St. Louis.
Los suicidios revelan deficiencias en toda la red de detencion del ICE
Las muertes han revelado lagunas en el tratamiento y la supervision en todo el sistema del ICE, donde la poblacion detenida se ha disparado un 50% hasta llegar a 60.000 durante el segundo mandato de Trump.
Cinco personas murieron en centros administrados por CoreCivic y el GEO Group, socios de detencion del ICE de larga data. Un sexto murio en un campamento operado por un contratista sin experiencia que la agencia reemplazo posteriormente. Tres murieron en carceles administradas por alguaciles, y uno en una prision federal.
"Nos entristece profundamente y tomamos muy en serio el fallecimiento de cualquier persona bajo nuestro cuidado", dijo el portavoz de CoreCivic, Brian Todd.
El portavoz de GEO Group, Christopher Ferreira, senalo que la empresa capacita al personal en prevencion del suicidio y busca "mantener un entorno seguro y protegido en cumplimiento de los estandares y requisitos establecidos por el gobierno federal". Funcionarios de las tres carceles declinaron hacer comentarios o no respondieron a los mensajes.
Leo Cruz Silva, un hombre de 34 anos que ingreso repetidamente de manera ilegal al pais desde Mexico, sufrio una crisis aguda de salud mental tras su detencion luego de un arresto por intoxicacion publica el otono pasado en un suburbio de St. Louis, segun muestran los registros.
Durante dos noches en la carcel del condado de Ste. Genevieve, en Missouri, Cruz grito, se escondio debajo de su cama y reporto alucinaciones, segun un informe del ICE sobre su muerte. Sin embargo, no recibio ayuda con rapidez.
Una enfermera ordeno medicamentos antipsicoticos y planeo conseguirle tratamiento la semana siguiente, se indica en el informe del ICE.
Al tercer dia, lo encontraron muerto en su celda.
Chaofeng Ge ingreso en estado de angustia mental bajo custodia del ICE el verano pasado en una instalacion de Pennsylvania administrada por el GEO Group, tras haberse declarado culpable de un fraude menor con tarjetas de regalo e intentar suicidarse bajo custodia estatal, dijo David Rankin, un abogado que representa a la familia de Ge.
En cinco dias en la instalacion, no recibio tratamiento de salud mental ni pudo comunicarse porque nadie hablaba mandarin, afirmo Rankin. Finalmente, Ge quedo sin vigilancia antes de que lo encontraran colgado en un cubiculo de ducha.
"Esta claro que el ICE ha tomado muy pocas medidas para garantizar la seguridad de estas personas", sostuvo el abogado. "Parece que quieren hacer este proceso lo mas cruel e inhumano posible. Es completamente inaceptable".
En Camp East Montana en El Paso, Texas, Victor Diaz, de 36 anos, murio en enero por suicidio en una sala de retencion medica, segun un informe del ICE. Lo habian trasladado a aislamiento despues de reportar acoso por parte de otros detenidos, indico el informe.
Dias antes, en la misma instalacion, Geraldo Lunas Campos murio por asfixia despues de que el ICE dijera que los guardias lo inmovilizaron tras un intento de suicidio. Un medico forense clasifico su muerte como homicidio y funcionarios del gobierno de Trump dijeron que el FBI investiga las circunstancias.
Inspectores del ICE visitaron la instalacion en febrero y documentaron 49 violaciones a los estandares de detencion en la que en ese momento era la mayor instalacion de la agencia destinada a ese proposito, segun su informe.
En el informe se encontro que el personal no registro las "revisiones requeridas para prevenir autolesiones significativas y suicidio", mientras que los inspectores hallaron herramientas y equipos sin asegurar y sin control en toda la instalacion que podrian usarse para causar dano. Las llamadas al 911 muestran que varios detenidos mas habian intentado suicidarse alli.
En el momento de las muertes y las inspecciones, Acquisition Logistics era el contratista que operaba la instalacion. Desde entonces, el ICE ha reemplazado a la empresa por otro contratista. Acquisition Logistics no respondio a los mensajes en los que se solicitaban comentarios.
El detenido paso sus ultimos dias enfermo y aislado
La carcel del condado de Phelps habia empezado a recibir detenidos del ICE un mes antes de la llegada de Rayo. El alguacil Michael Kirn, republicano en un condado donde los votantes apoyaron abrumadoramente la reeleccion de Trump, dijo a los comisionados que el presupuesto de su departamento estaba resentido y que asociarse con el ICE podria generar millones de dolares en ingresos.
Los registros muestran que los problemas de Rayo comenzaron de inmediato. A la carcel le tomo 35 horas realizar la evaluacion medica inicial que el ICE promete en un plazo de 12 horas, segun registros carcelarios obtenidos por la AP en virtud de la ley de acceso a registros publicos.
Rayo presentaba dificultad para respirar y le dijo a una enfermera que se sentia ansioso y queria recibir tratamiento de salud mental.
Una enfermera que no hablaba espanol uso un "traductor de mano" para evaluar a Rayo y concluyo que el nego tener pensamientos suicidas y depresion, segun los documentos recopilados por la Patrulla de Carreteras del Estado de Missouri durante una investigacion sobre la muerte del detenido.
Ella recomendo que se lo integrara en la poblacion general, diciendo que su condicion fisica y mental eran estables, segun los registros. Y lo derivo para una cita rutinaria de salud mental.
Dos dias despues, reporto dolor de cabeza y dolores corporales. El personal se entero de que habia dado positivo a exposicion a la bacteria de la tuberculosis. Fue enviado a un hospital, donde le diagnosticaron COVID-19. Regreso a la carcel al dia siguiente.
La cita de salud mental fue programada pero cancelada debido a "tiempo de clinica de salud mental y personal", segun muestra un registro de la carcel. Dos dias despues, volvieron a cancelar su cita, esta vez mencionando su infeccion por coronavirus.
Los retrasos violaron un estandar del ICE que exige tratamiento de salud mental dentro de una semana despues de una derivacion.
Bis, la portavoz del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional, dijo que Rayo recibio "atencion medica de alta calidad durante su tiempo bajo custodia de ICE".
Para aliviar su ansiedad, Rayo llamaba a su madre antes de dormir para compartir una bendicion catolica. La madre, cuyo nombre de pila, Adriana, estaba tatuado en el brazo de su hijo, dijo que ella le daba fuerza.
A medida que la salud Rayo empeoraba con nauseas, escalofrios y dolores, el personal lo traslado a una celda de aislamiento de bloques de cemento con una camara de vigilancia en el techo para una supervision mas estrecha y para evitar la propagacion de la enfermedad. No se le permitio llamar a su madre.
En su cuarto dia de aislamiento, Rayo deslizo dos notas por debajo de su puerta, suplicando a los guardias que lo dejaran hablar con su mama. En una, que fue revisada por la AP, apelo a la humanidad del guardia diciendole, "Yo se que tu tienes familia y sabes que ellos se preocupan por nosotros", escribio. "Que Dios te bendiga".
El agente, que hablaba ingles, uso el telefono de un colega para traducir las notas y escribio en un informe que planeaba dar seguimiento.
En menos de una hora, los guardias encontraron a Rayo inconsciente en su cama con una sabana alrededor del cuello.

Los servicios de emergencia intentaron reanimarlo y lo trasladaron a un hospital. Fue entonces cuando un funcionario llamo a la madre de Rayo, para informarle que su hijo estaba en muy mal estado y que seria trasladado en avion a un centro medico de St. Louis. En el hospital, un medico le dio la devastadora noticia: su hijo habia muerto.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inmigrantes-suicidios-detenidos-ice-trump-muertes-cbf58ad6a13f5aaaa032db304755b032
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    Justice Department opens investigation into E. Jean Carroll, who accused Trump of assault: AP source




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: E. Jean Carroll exits the New York Federal Court after former President Donald Trump appeared in court, Sept. 6, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Justice Department has opened an investigation into whether E. Jean Carroll, the longtime advice columnist who has said Donald Trump sexually assaulted her in a New York department store 30 years ago, lied during the course of civil litigation against the Republican president, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The person who confirmed the existence of the investigation was not authorized to publicly discuss an ongoing inquiry and spoke on the condition of anonymity. The perjury investigation is being led by the federal prosecutors' office in Chicago, and acting Attorney General Todd Blanche has had no involvement because of his prior work as Trump's personal attorney, the person said. 
Lawyers for Carroll did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Associated Press on Thursday. 
It's the latest in a series of investigations the Trump administration Justice Department has opened into perceived adversaries of the president. The actions, including securing an indictment last month against former FBI Director James Comey, have raised alarm from Democrats and former officials that an institution meant to make prosecutorial decisions independent of the White House is being weaponized.

    
Carroll has said a flirtatious, chance encounter with Trump in 1996 at Bergdorf Goodman's Fifth Avenue store in Manhattan ended violently. She said Trump slammed her against a dressing room wall, pulled down her tights and forced himself on her. Trump has called the allegations a "made-up scam," and he has attacked her motivations, saying they were politically driven or arose from a desire to promote her memoir.



    
        




    




A jury in 2023 found Trump liable for sexually abusing Carroll, awarding her $5 million. The following year, another jury awarded Carroll $83.3 million in a defamation case related to Trump's social media attacks on her.

    
        
    
The Justice Department is scrutinizing a statement Carroll made in the course of the civil litigation that no one else was paying her legal fees. It later became public that a Chicago-based organization backed by Reid Hoffman, the co-founder of LinkedIn, had helped fund Carroll's case. Trump's lawyers in the civil case accused Carroll of concealing that information, which they said called into question whether the case was politically motivated. 


    
A court entry earlier this month said Trump won't have to pay the award until the U.S. Supreme Court gets a chance to review the case or reject an appeal. The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals agreed to a request by one of Trump's lawyers that it let the president delay the payment to Carroll, though it required that he post a $7.4 million bond to cover any additional interest costs, a request Carroll's attorney had made.
The Carroll investigation was first reported by CNN.
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    Judge refuses to block Trump order to limit mail voting. There's no immediate effect on the midterms
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                                        A federal judge has declined to halt President Donald Trump's executive order creating a federal voter list and limiting mail voting, clearing the way for potential sweeping changes in how American elections are run shortly before this year's midterm elections.
U.S. District Judge Carl Nichols, a Trump appointee in Washington, late Wednesday rejected the request by Democrats and civil rights groups that had argued Trump's order would likely be found unconstitutional because the states and Congress, not the president, have the power to set election rules. Nichols agreed with the Republican Trump administration's contention that it was too early to block the order because it has yet to be implemented.
Nichols' ruling leaves the door open for further challenges when the Trump administration moves to implement the president's directive. A separate lawsuit seeking to block the executive order is underway in Boston. No matter how rapidly the administration acts, no voting changes are expected during primary elections, which continue into next month.

    
"The Court recognizes that the Postal Service may ultimately issue a final rule that directly affects Plaintiffs or their members, or that the Government may develop State Citizenship Lists that omit specific individuals due to particularized flaws," Nichols wrote. "Plaintiffs may, of course, renew their motions if and when those future actions occur. Until then, however, Plaintiffs cannot show that preliminary injunctive relief is warranted."



    
        




    




The Trump administration has yet to formally issue lists of eligible voters, and those who filed the initial request for a temporary halt said they'd be back if the administration moves in that direction.

    

    
        
    
"We are ready to resume the fight if and when the administration takes those next steps," said Juan Proano, chief executive officer of the League of United Latin American Citizens, one of the organizations that sought the stay from Nichols. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A tray of mail-in ballots is seen at King County Elections headquarters on Election Day, Nov. 5, 2024, in Renton, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]
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Trump issued the order in March after a bill he supported to overhaul voting stalled in Congress. The order would have had the federal government create a list of eligible voters and then directed the U.S. Postal Service to deliver mail ballots only to those on the list. Election officials argued it was ripe for abuse and could cause chaos, and the postal union has objected to the idea of mail carriers policing ballots.
Since his 2020 presidential election loss to Democrat Joe Biden, Trump has groundlessly claimed mail voting is rife with fraud and has launched a federal investigation into that year's vote, even though repeated audits and investigations, including ones run by Republicans, found it was free of widespread fraud. Trump also has said he wants to "take over" election administration in Democratic areas.
Democrats and civil rights groups argued it was urgent that Nichols issue a restraining order in the midst of primary season and with states already gearing up for the fall midterm elections.

This was Trump's second executive order seeking to overhaul elections and voting. His initial election executive order, issued just months after he took office in his second term, has been blocked by multiplefederal judges. That order sought to require documentary proof of citizenship to register to vote, among other changes.
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                    World News

    What to know about Code Noir, a shocking French law that oversaw the slavery of 1.4 million Africans
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            The National Assembly voted 254-0 -- a rare show of unanimity -- to adopt a bill repealing the Code Noir, or Black Code, the 1685 decree King Louis XIV signed to govern slaves across France's colonies. The law turned human beings into chattel, allowing them to be worked, beaten, sold, raped and murdered. And the realization that France never formally did away with it left many aghast.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A statue is photographed by French artist Didier Audrat in Paris, Wednesday, May 27, 2026, honoring the memory of the abolition of slavery, depicting Solitude, the daughter of an African slave who was raped by a sailor aboard the ship transporting her to the Caribbean, holding the proclamation of Louis Delgres, an anti-slavery resistance leader calling for resistance and struggle. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's powerful lower house voted finally to scrub a fundamental slavery-era edict from French law on Thursday.
After the National Assembly voted 254-0 to adopt the bill to repeal Code Noir, it now goes to the Senate, where supporters expect it to be approved as well. It's not clear when the Senate vote will happen.
Code Noir -- or Black Code -- was signed by King Louis XIV at Versailles Palace in 1685 to set the rules for slavery across France's colonial empire.
It was described as "the most monstrous legal text of modern times" by French philosopher Louis Sala-Molins. 
Its 60 articles first governed the French Caribbean -- Martinique, Guadeloupe and Saint-Domingue, today's Haiti -- and were later extended to French Guiana, Louisiana, and the Indian Ocean islands of Reunion and Mauritius. 

    
Deaths outpaced births
France shipped about 1.4 million Africans across the Atlantic in chains -- the third-largest slave trade of any European power, after Portugal and Britain.
Most were put to cutting sugar cane and feeding the boiling houses, where the syrup was reduced over open fires, alongside coffee, cotton and indigo. 
The work was so deadly that deaths surpassed births. Planters simply replaced the dead with fresh shiploads of Africans.
By 1789, Saint-Domingue -- now Haiti -- held around 500,000 enslaved people, more than any other Caribbean colony. It produced much of the world's sugar and coffee, and was fabled to be the richest colony on earth.
Code Noir became toothless when France abolished slavery in 1848, but no one ever formally struck it from the books.



    
        




    




It made people into property
Article 44 called the enslaved "movable property." 
A master could buy them, sell them, mortgage them, or leave them to his children -- like land or furniture.
Article 28 said that they could "own nothing that does not belong to their master." 
Anything they earned, and anything they were given, was his.
They had no name in law. 
From 1839, each enslaved person in the colonies was given a number, and a registration code.
Only at abolition were the freed given last names.

    
        
    
It branded those who ran
Article 38 punished people who tried to escape. 
The first time, their ears were cut off and one shoulder was branded with a fleur-de-lis -- the symbol of the French crown. 
The second time, a leg tendon was cut and they were branded again. 
The third time, they were put to death.

    
It killed those who fought back

Article 33 ordered death for any enslaved person who struck a master, his wife or their children hard enough to leave a mark or draw blood -- or who struck them in the face.
Such a slave, the article said, "shall be punished by death."
Its shocking first line was about Jewish people
Before it said a word about the enslaved, the code's first article expelled every Jew from France's colonies within three months. 
It called them "declared enemies of the Christian name."
It forced a religion
Articles 2 and 3 ordered all enslaved people baptized and raised Catholic. 
No other religion could be practiced in public.
It passed slavery down by birth
A child took the mother's status. 
The child of an enslaved woman was born enslaved -- even if the father was free.
Children were enslaved from birth. 
Code Noir set their food rations at half an adult's.

    
Its 'protections' were most
ly ignored
A few articles read like rules to "protect" the enslaved. 
Masters were meant to feed and clothe them, not to torture them, and not to sell a husband, wife and small children apart. 
Historians say these were widely ignored. 
Owners who killed the people they enslaved were almost never punished.
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                    Sports

    Top-ranked Jannik Sinner loses in the French Open second round




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jannik Sinner of Italy reacts as he cools himself with the water during a break at the second round men's singles tennis match against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026, as temperature rises up to 33 C (91 F). (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Jannik Sinner of Italy talks with the referee during the second round men's singles tennis match against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Jannik Sinner of Italy cools himself with the ice during the second round men's singles tennis match against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Jannik Sinner of Italy cools himself with the ice during the second round men's singles tennis match against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jannik Sinner of Italy waves as he leaves the court after the second round men's singles tennis match against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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[image: Jannik Sinner of Italy reacts as he plays against Juan Manuel Cerundolo of Argentina during their second round men's singles tennis match at the French Open tennis tournament in Paris, Thursday, May 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Overwhelming favorite Jannik Sinner is out of the French Open in the second round.
The top-ranked Sinner struggled with the heat and lost to 56th-ranked Juan Manuel Cerundolo 3-6, 2-6, 7-5, 6-1, 6-1 after wasting a chance to serve for the match on Thursday.
Sinner was on a 30-match winning streak stretching back to February and he was widely expected to complete a career Grand Slam by taking the only big title missing in his tennis career -- especially with two-time reigning champion Carlos Alcaraz out due to an injured right wrist.
Sinner bent over on the clay court in apparent exhaustion multiple times and was hardly even running for shots as the match wore on, resorting to drop shots and serve-and-volley tactics to try and shorten the points.
He attempted to cool himself with a hand-held fan on changeovers and put bags of ice around his neck.

    
The temperature at the start of the match was 29 degrees C (84 F) and rose to 32 C (90 F).
Cerundolo didn't celebrate too much when it was over, just producing a little wave to the crowd.
"It's tough for him," Cerundolo said. "I couldn't win more than three games by set. So I think I was a little bit lucky. ... He was deserving to win in this match. But then I don't know what happened. ... I feel sorry for him and hope he recovers."



    
        




    




Sinner was serving for the match in the third set at 5-4, 0-40 when he bent over on the court and then walked to his chair. He asked for assistance and left the court. His entire light blue outfit was soaked through with sweat.

    
        
    
After losing the set 7-5, Sinner received medical attention and left the court. Minerals were added to his drink when he returned but Sinner wasn't able to recuperate.

Sinner also struggled in the heat at the Australian Open against Eliot Spizzirri in January. The roof was closed and the third-round match swung his way.
Sinner last lost on Feb. 19 in the Qatar Open quarterfinals. He had won five straight Masters titles and hardly dropped a set.
On the same Court Philippe Chatrier last year, Sinner wasted three match points against Alcaraz and lost an epic final.
___
AP Sports Writers Samuel Petrequin and Jerome Pugmire contributed to this report.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    Business

    Wall Street hangs near its records as profits keep piling up for US companies and oil prices swing




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Trader Robert Arciero works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, May 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stocks are hanging near their records on Thursday as companies like Dollar Tree, Snowflake and Hormel Foods keep piling up profits. That's even as oil prices continue to swing and more data shows pressure building on the economy because of the war with Iran.
The S&P 500 added 0.3% to its all-time high set the day before after drifting between small gains and losses earlier in the morning. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 58 points, or 0.1%, as of 10:45 a.m. Eastern time, and the Nasdaq composite was 0.3% higher after both indexes also set records the day before.
Even with worries about expensive oil and high inflation, the U.S. stock market has run to records largely because U.S. companies keep making more money. Stock prices tend to follow the path of corporate profits over the long term, and companies have been routinely topping analysts' expectations for the first three months of 2026.

    
Dollar Tree's stock soared 16.8% after it became the latest to report fatter profit than analysts expected. CEO Mike Creedon said improved store conditions helped the retailer make more profit off each $1 in sales during the latest quarter despite tariffs adding to its costs. The company also gave a forecast for profit over the full year that topped analysts' expectations.


Kohl's rallied 17.6% after the retailer reported better results for the latest quarter than analysts had feared, while Hormel Foods climbed 9.4% after a strong performance for its Jennie-O ground turkey and exports of its Spam luncheon meat helped it report a better profit than analysts expected. 

    
        
    
Snowflake rose 33.4% after saying artificial intelligence continues to be a strong driver of its business, and profit and revenue for the latest quarter exceeded expectations. 
They helped offset a drop for Marvell Technology, which fell 1.8% after its profit for the latest quarter only matched analysts' expectations. It also said AI is driving big revenue growth for it, particularly its data center business. 

    
In the oil market, prices ticked higher following their latest U-turns. The price for a barrel of benchmark U.S. crude oil rose 0.9% to $89.49, but only after bouncing between $87 and $92. It's been swinging as hopes rise and fall that the United States and Iran may reach a deal to reopen the Strait of Hormuz and get oil flowing again from the Persian Gulf to customers worldwide.
The latest threat to the ceasefire in the war came after U.S. Central Command said Kuwait had intercepted missiles launched by Iran late Wednesday night. That followed earlier "defensive" strikes by the U.S. military on missile launch sites and minelaying boats in southern Iran.
In the bond market, Treasury yields eased after a report said the measure of inflation that the Federal Reserve likes to use accelerated last month but was roughly within economists' expectations.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 4.46% from 4.48% late Wednesday after giving up an earlier gain. 
The report also showed how U.S. households are less able to save money, with the personal savings rate down to a four-year low of 2.6%, "pointing up the financial pressure on lower- and middle-income families," according to Gary Schlossberg, global strategist at Wells Fargo Investment Institute. 

    
U.S. households have been saying they're feeling discouraged about the economy and inflation, even as the stock market keeps chugging along. 

High yields in bond markets  worldwide recently have threatened to slow economies and undercut prices for stocks and all kinds of other investments. High yields have already forced the average long-term U.S. mortgage rate to its most expensive level since last summer, and they could curtail companies' borrowing to build the AI data centers that have supported the U.S. economy's growth  recently.
A report on Thursday said the pace of sales of new U.S. homes unexpectedly slowed last month. 
In stock markets abroad, indexes dipped across much of Europe and Asia. Hong Kong's Hang Seng fell 1.3% for one of the world's larger losses.
___
AP Business Writer Elaine Kurtenbach contributed to this report.
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