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									Funeral fund under scrutiny								

															

																A group of elderly residents from Udon Thani on Thursday filed a complaint with the Anti-Corruption Police Division, seeking legal action against a funeral fund association accused of failing to pay benefits worth about 1.2 billion baht.
The group was accompanied by lawyer Ronnarong Kaewpetch, who said the victims wanted police to examine the Udon Saengrung Funeral Fund Association's financial transactions.

Mr Ronnarong said the move was prompted by complaints from heirs of fund members, who have yet to receive funeral compensation promised by the fund following their relatives' deaths.

More than 21,000 people have allegedly been affected, with total damages estimated at over 1.25 billion baht. Udon Thani recorded the highest number of victims tied to the association, the lawyer said.

The attorney pointed out that political groups in several provinces were involved in managing the funeral funds, adding that similar funds have been used to build political support.

"No state agency has stepped forward to help solve this problem," Mr Ronnarong said.

Somjetanakongwinai Saibuator, who represents the network of victims, said Udon Saengrung Funeral Fund association introduced membership categories and age restrictions, which could be in violation of the Funeral Welfare Act.
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									Ukraine to receive first Gripen jets in 2027, new model from 2030								
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																UPPSALA --  Ukraine  will receive its first Saab Gripen  fighter [?]jets of the models C and D [?]in 2027 and new Gripen Model  E and  F jets from 2030 onwards,  Swedish [?]Prime Minister [?]Ulf Kristersson said on Thursday.
According to the Swedish government, Ukraine plans to buy up to 20 latest model Gripen jet fighter jets, and Sweden will donate 16 older Gripen jets.

The first Gripen E fighter, for which Ukraine plans to allocate EU2.5 billion (US$2.9 billion) from an EU loan, will be delivered as of 2030, Prime Minister Kristersson told reporters.

The 16 donated aircraft will be delivered in early 2027, he added.

On Tuesday, almost 50 countries condemned what they said were threats by Russia against embassies in Ukraine in a joint statement at the United Nations (UN).

Russia called on Washington to evacuate its Kyiv embassy on Monday, threatening "systematic strikes" on the Ukrainian capital amid similar warnings to other diplomatic missions.

The statement was signed by European countries, Japan, South Korea and others. The United States was not among the signatories.

[image: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskiy speaks to the media in a front of an F-16 fighting aircraft after marking the Day of the Ukrainian Air Forces, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in an undisclosed location, Ukraine, on Aug 4, 2024. (File photo: Reuters)]
Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskiy speaks to the media in a front of an F-16 fighting aircraft after marking the Day of the Ukrainian Air Forces, amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in an undisclosed location, Ukraine, on Aug 4, 2024. (File photo: Reuters)
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																The embassies of Sri Lanka and Nepal in Thailand, in collaboration with Wat Pho, also known as the Temple of the Reclining Buddha, jointly hosted celebrations on Thursday for International Vesak Day 2026, marking the global observance recognised by Unesco and the United Nations.
Sri Lankan Ambassador to Thailand, Edirisinghe Arachchilage Sriyani Wijayanthi Edirisinghe, said during the opening ceremony that the enduring Buddhist values of compassion, empathy, sympathetic joy and equanimity offer guidance for addressing many of the challenges facing the modern world.

She said Buddhism encourages dialogue, mutual respect and unity, reminding humanity of the importance of nurturing compassion both within individuals and among societies.

The ambassador noted that this year's celebration held special significance as participants gathered not only as representatives of nations and institutions, but also as members of a shared human community transcending borders, cultures and beliefs.

She also highlighted Sri Lanka's historic role in advocating for the United Nations' recognition of Vesak Day as an international observance, recalling the diplomatic efforts led by former Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar, which resulted in the adoption of a UN General Assembly resolution in 1999 officially recognising Vesak Day internationally.

Nepalese Ambassador to Thailand Dhan Bahadur Oli said Vesak Day symbolises not only an important occasion for Buddhists, but also a universal message of peace for humanity.

He said the event commemorates the birth, enlightenment and passing of the Buddha, whose teachings on peace, compassion, wisdom and non-violence continue to inspire people worldwide.

The ambassador added that the occasion held particular significance for Nepal because the Buddha was born in the sacred land of Lumbini.

Mr Oli also praised Thailand for its longstanding role in preserving and promoting Buddhism, saying the deep faith of the Thai people in Buddhist teachings is admired around the world.
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									Minister vows to press ahead with AI-for-all scheme								

								Chaichanok defends B1.6bn budget, says many countries aggressively subsidising AI adoption
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																Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob is defending the government's TH-AI Passport initiative, insisting the 1.6-billion-baht project is a transparent and cost-effective investment aimed at preventing Thailand from falling behind in the global artificial intelligence race.
He was responding in the House to criticism from opposition People's Party MP Rukchanok Srinork, who chairs the House budget scrutiny committee. She said there were questions about the project's transparency, value for money and data privacy implications.

Under the initiative, the government plans to procure 12 AI models to provide up to 5 million Thais with access to professional AI platforms for one year.

Officials have said that monthly subscription costs of 700 to 1,000 baht for premium AI applications put them beyond the reach of many Thai people, including students, who could benefit from them the most.

Mr Chaichanok said the project is not a "free AI giveaway", but rather a strategic national investment to strengthen the country's digital workforce and long-term economic potential.

The project has followed legal and procurement procedures, including consultations with relevant agencies since Nov 17, 2025, he noted.

The procurement process is being conducted through the e-bid system to ensure open and fair competition, while funding is from the Digital Development Fund, in compliance with regulations.

Low diffusion rate

Recent studies have found that Thailand's AI diffusion rate is only 10.7%, well below Singapore at 60.9% and Vietnam at 23.5%.

AI diffusion measures the depth and extent of usage -- how profoundly and widely AI is integrated into everyday operations and routines. It differs from adoption, which focuses more on uptake of AI tools as a percentage of the population.

Mr Chaichanok said many countries are aggressively subsidising AI adoption to improve national productivity. Singapore supports public access to premium AI tools alongside AI literacy programmes with a budget exceeding 27 billion baht, equivalent to roughly 900 baht per person annually.

By comparison, the TH-AI Passport project is expected to raise the country's AI access rate to 23%, surpassing the global average of 16.3%, while costing 324 baht per person per year, or roughly 27 baht per month.

The programme aims to increase the number of skilled AI users through practical training courses developed in collaboration with global technology firms including Google, Microsoft and OpenAI.

User data protected

Addressing concerns over data security, Mr Chaichanok said AI service providers will not be allowed to utilise user data to train generative AI models.

User prompts and account data will be stored on cloud infrastructure located in Thailand and accessed only in anonymous form, he said.

Identity verification will be used solely to confirm eligibility for Thai citizens without disclosing personal information to AI model providers, he added.

"The TH-AI Passport project is designed to reduce inequality in accessing advanced AI technologies, while eliminating the need for multiple users to share the same accounts," said Mr Chaichanok.

"This is not merely support for AI usage, but an investment in upgrading the capabilities of Thais so they can compete in the global digital economy and keep pace with rapidly evolving technological change."

Procurement questions

Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, a People's Party MP, urged the ministry to delay the project, citing possible conflicts of interest and irregularities in the bidding process.

Mr Pawoot questioned the rapid pace of the procurement process, noting that the tender period lasted only 34 days, compared to the usual 3-6 months for billion-baht projects.

He alleged that specifications were tailored to favour certain bidders, including requirements for digital advertising through convenience store screens controlled by a single media group.

He claimed that the same companies had set benchmark prices for multiple billion-baht projects across ministries led by the ruling Bhumjaithai Party, suggesting a pattern of collusion.

Mr Chaichanok responded by insisting that the initiative is lawful, transparent and open to scrutiny.
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									Thailand and Vietnam deepen strategic ties								

								Vietnamese President To Lam makes official visit to mark 50th anniversary of relations
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																Thailand and Vietnam have agreed to elevate their bilateral relations to a comprehensive strategic partnership as the two countries mark the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties, while signing four cooperation agreements on the economy, technology, education and the aviation industry.
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday welcomed To Lam, President of Vietnam and General Secretary to the Communist Party, who is making an official visit to Thailand.

At 11.35am at the Santi Maitree Building, the two leaders witnessed the exchange of four memoranda of understanding (MoU) and cooperation documents:


	Thailand-Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Action Plan for 2026-31

	Cooperation in science, technology and innovation between agencies of both countries

	A feasibility study for an aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) centre at U-tapao airport between the Eastern Economic Corridor Office and VietJet Group, and

	Academic cooperation between Vietnam's National Academy of Public Administration and Khon Kaen University.



Following the ceremony, both sides unveiled the official logo commemorating the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations under the theme "Growing Together", reflecting friendship and joint development over the past half-century.

Mr Anutin said the visit marked an important opportunity to shape long-term cooperation more concretely, particularly, as both countries continued to demonstrate strong economic potential and sustained growth.

The prime minister said Thailand and Vietnam have agreed to strengthen cooperation on security, defence and the suppression of transnational crime, particularly online scams, illegal fishing, and the use of each other's territory for political activities.

On the economic front, both countries agreed on the need for closer coordination to cope with global economic volatility while supporting the private sector's role in driving economic growth.

The two sides set a target of increasing the value of bilateral trade to US$24 billion, which Mr Anutin described as "well within reach". Trade between the two countries in 2025 was valued at $22.1 billion.

Thailand is also promoting the "3 Connect" strategy to strengthen joint competitiveness through the integration of future-industry supply chains, local economies and green energy cooperation aimed at enhancing regional energy security.

Technology and innovation

Another major focus is technology and innovation, with Thailand expressing readiness to exchange expertise with Vietnam in satellite technology, semiconductors and agricultural biotechnology to support future industries.

Mr Lam praised Thailand's role in economic development and regional cooperation, reaffirming that Vietnam places great importance on relations with Thailand and stands ready to work together to strengthen peace, stability and security in the Asean region.

The Vietnamese leader also agreed with Thailand on resolving conflicts through peaceful means based on international law, particularly the principles under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). He also commended Thailand and Cambodia for adhering to a ceasefire agreement and preparing to resume negotiations.

Mr Lam invited Mr Anutin to pay an official visit to Vietnam in the future to further strengthen bilateral ties as the two countries celebrate 50 years of diplomatic relations and seek to "grow together" across all dimensions.
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									Eight suspects sought in Samui taxi mafia case								

								One man surrenders to police after fatal beating and shooting of volunteer driver
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																The fatal attack on a volunteer taxi driver on Koh Samui involved eight suspects, with investigators seeking more arrest warrants to bring justice to the victim's family, a police spokesman said on Thursday.
Three warrants have been issued while Provincial Police Region 8 is seeking court approval for five more, Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan said.

One of the eight suspects was arrested on Wednesday as he surrendered to officers at the Bo Phut police station. He denied involvement in the assault and shooting but admitted knocking on the victim's car window before the attack.

The case has taken on more urgency after the family of Sikkharin Phromcharoen, 31, sought witness protection from the Ministry of Justice.

Sikkharin, known on the tourist island in Surat Thani for providing free transport to pregnant women, elderly residents, disabled people and poor families, was beaten and shot dead on May 24 in a dispute said to have involved illegal black-plate taxi drivers.

His wife, Onchuma, said after the incident that the family no longer felt safe in the area.

In an update on Thursday, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said the investigation had made considerable progress.

Police placed top priority on the family's safety, with a meeting between the provincial police and the Rights and Liberties Protection Department held to seek proper protection for witnesses in the case.

The spokesman affirmed the Royal Thai Police would not tolerate any influential groups or mafia establishments causing trouble for the public.

Regardless of who commits an offence, officers will proceed with strict legal action to build confidence among the public and tourists, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3262319/eight-suspects-sought-in-samui-taxi-mafia-case



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Japan, Philippines to agree on negotiations for intel-sharing pact								

								Both US allies deepen security ties amid China's maritime assertiveness
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Japanese lawmakers applaud Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr after he delivered a speech at the Upper House of the Parliament in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													Japanese lawmakers applaud Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr after he delivered a speech at the Upper House of the Parliament in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																TOKYO -- Japan and the Philippines are expected to announce Thursday their intention to begin formal negotiations to conclude a security intelligence-sharing pact, in their latest effort to boost cooperation amid shared concerns over China's military activities.
At their meeting in Tokyo, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi and Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr are also set to agree on upgrading the bilateral ties to a "comprehensive strategic partnership," according to Japanese government sources.

The partnership is considered the second-highest level of a bilateral relationship after an alliance. Japan has already established such partnerships with other Southeast Asian countries, including Malaysia, Vietnam and Laos.

Takaichi and Marcos will hold a joint press event after the talks and release a joint statement, the sources said.

Japan and the Philippines, both close US allies, have been ramping up their security collaboration in recent years, as the Tokyo-advocated vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific has gained traction in the face of China's intensifying maritime assertiveness in the region.

Beijing claims the Tokyo-controlled, uninhabited Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, while asserting sovereignty over almost the entire South China Sea, where its coast guard ships have taken aggressive actions against Philippine vessels near disputed shoals.

The intelligence pact envisaged by Japan and the Philippines is known as the general security of military information agreement, or GSOMIA, which would oblige them to protect their shared military secrets to prevent them from leaking.

Japan has similar bilateral deals with Australia, South Korea and the United States.

In January, Tokyo and Manila signed an acquisition and cross-servicing pact for smoother sharing of defence supplies, and their reciprocal access agreement enabling faster troop deployment for joint drills and disaster relief operations took effect last September.

The Philippines has been a recipient of Japan's official security assistance programme, which supports like-minded partners by providing defence equipment, since its launch in fiscal 2023.

The two nations, both highly dependent on oil imports from the Middle East, also share the challenge of securing enough energy supplies amid global disruptions since the US-Israeli conflict with Iran began in late February.

[image: Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr gestures next to First Lady Liza Araneta Marcos, after delivering a speech at the Upper House of the Parliament in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)]
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr gestures next to First Lady Liza Araneta Marcos, after delivering a speech at the Upper House of the Parliament in Tokyo, Japan, on Thursday. (Photo: Reuters)



Marcos' four-day visit to Japan through Friday as a state guest comes as Tokyo and Manila mark the 70th anniversary of the normalisation of diplomatic relations this year.

Ahead of the summit with Takaichi, Marcos delivered a speech at the Japanese parliament, saying that the two nations "remain unwavering in our commitment to uphold international law" in an "increasingly complex Indo-Pacific, where tensions test the resilience of a rules-based order."

"Let us strive to become an exemplar of strategic collaboration that inspires pathways to peace, shares opportunities toward common prosperity, and seizes new possibilities that redound to the benefit of our nations, our peoples, and the wider Indo-Pacific region," he said.
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									US and Iranian strikes the most serious since truce began								

								Conflict in Lebanon also worsening as prospects for new talks remain in doubt
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																TEHRAN - The United States and Iran traded strikes on Thursday in their most serious clash since an April ceasefire began, rattling ongoing efforts to negotiate an end to the war and open the vital Strait of Hormuz.
The latest exchange also drew in US ally Kuwait, which said it was responding to incoming fire, and came as violence on the war's Lebanese front escalated sharply after Israel declared much of the country's south a combat zone.

Iranian forces fired at four ships attempting to cross Hormuz, according to state broadcaster IRIB. Iran has blockaded the strait since the start of the war in late February.

US forces struck a ground control station in the southern port area of Bandar Abbas, a US official said, prompting Iran to then target "the American air base that served as the source of the attack", according to IRIB, citing the country's Revolutionary Guards.

The Guards did not provide details on the location of the base, though Kuwait, which hosts US troops, said its air defences were responding to an attack.

Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei condemned the US strikes and said the Islamic republic would "take all necessary measures to defend its national sovereignty".

The ministry called the strikes "violations" of the truce, though the US official described them as "purely defensive, and intended to maintain the ceasefire".

The clash underscored the uncertainty surrounding the stuttering negotiations aimed at formally ending the conflict that began on February 28 with US-Israeli attacks on Iran, though neither side has appeared eager to return to all-out war.

Before Thursday's strikes, Amir, a 27-year-old software developer in the Iranian capital, said fears of renewed fighting were ever present in spite of the ceasefire and talk of a deal.

"I feel like nothing is certain yet," he said. "The daily question is: Will there be missile strikes tonight?"

Hormuz impasse

A key focus of the proposed deal has been restoring full traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, leaving global energy markets grappling with curbed supplies of the huge amounts of oil and gas that normally pass through it.

Oil prices bounced higher on Thursday after reports of the strikes, reversing much of the previous day's fall spurred by hopes of a deal.

President Donald Trump threatened US ally Oman when asked about a possible short-term arrangement allowing it and Iran to control the Hormuz.

"No, the strait is going to be open to everybody," Trump said. "It's international waters and Oman will behave just like everybody else or we'll have to blow them up."

Oman has played a mediation role in the war and has itself come under attack from Tehran.

Baqaei condemned the threat towards Oman, calling it "a worrying sign of the normalisation of anarchy and intimidation in international relations".

The US Treasury, meanwhile, announced sanctions on Wednesday against Iran's Persian Gulf Strait Authority, Tehran's new agency that collects fees for travelling through the Strait of Hormuz.

Lebanon strikes

In Lebanon, a separate ceasefire has done little to stop the fighting between Israel and Iran-backed Hezbollah, which has only escalated in recent days.

The Israeli military said on Thursday it had begun new strikes on Hezbollah infrastructure around Tyre after issuing an evacuation warning to residents of the southern city.

The previous day it had declared all areas south of Lebanon's Zahrani River -- which roughly 40 kilometres (25 miles) from the border -- as "combat zones" and told residents to leave.

The sweeping warning, the first of its kind since an April 17 ceasefire, came as many Lebanese tried to celebrate the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha.

Lebanon's official National News Agency also reported a series of strikes on Nabatieh city resulting in "huge destruction" in residential areas.

Lebanon's health ministry on Wednesday reported the overall death toll since the war erupted on March 2 stood at 3,269.

The Israeli military, meanwhile, said on Thursday that a soldier was killed the day before by a Hezbollah drone near the Lebanon border, taking to 24 the number of its troops killed in the war with the Iran-backed group.

Iran has also insisted any agreement must apply to Lebanon.
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									Embezzling MP given lifetime political ban								

								Ekarat Changlao and accomplices stole B431 million from Khon Kaen teachers' cooperative
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																The Supreme Court has banned former Klatham Party MP Ekarat Changlao from running in elections for life for serious ethical breaches arising from the multi-million-baht embezzlement of a teachers' savings cooperative in Khon Kaen.
The ruling issued on Tuesday was retroactive to July 8 last year, when he was suspended from his MP duties after the court accepted a petition from the National Anti-Corruption Commission.

The suspension came four months after Ekarat was sentenced to 12 years and 9 months in jail for the embezzlement. He was released on bail of 3 million baht pending an appeal that is still under way.

Ekarat was elected as an MP for Khon Kaen in 2019 under the Palang Pracharath Party banner. He later moved to the Bhumjaithai Party, which expelled him in April 2025, citing the recommendation of its ethics committee after his sentencing for embezzlement.

Ekarat then joined the Klatham Party, but in January this year, the Court of Appeal sentenced him and two accomplices to 20 years in a related case. He is appealing the ruling to the Supreme Court.

With his legal troubles mounting, Ekarat abandoned plans to contest the February 2026 election. 

In its ruling on Tuesday, the Supreme Court revoked his right to run in any election and hold any political position for life. His voting rights were suspended for 10 years.

Ekarat served as the manager of the Khon Kaen Teachers Savings Cooperative from 2011 to 2019, the court heard. On Aug 16, 2011, he and his accomplices withdrew 96 million baht from the account of the cooperative and deposited the money to his account.

In October 2012, they spent the cooperative's money to buy five land plots covering a combined 6.5 rai from Sukhumvit Asset Management Co and the ownership was transferred to Ekarat.

Ekarat then pledged three land plots to guarantee the debt of a company that had borrowed from the cooperative.

Between 2011 and 2019, the court heard, the defendants doctored the bank accounts of the cooperative to deceive shareholders, claiming it held 432 million baht. In fact, only about 79,000 baht was left.

Ekarat returned 100 million baht to the cooperative through four bank transfers between 2022 and 2024.
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									Three candidates run for Pattaya mayor's seat								

								Incumbent Poramet being challenged by People's Party and an independent candidate
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																PATTAYA - Three men registered their candidacy for mayor of Pattaya on Thursday, with the election scheduled for June 28 in the tourist city in Chon Buri.
Incumbent Poramet Ngampichet will be seeking a second four-year term. He will be challenged by independent candidate Sakchai Taengho, running under the Pattaya 2030 banner, and Ittiwat Watanasathorn of the People's Party.

A former Chon Buri MP, Mr Poramet is closely linked to the Khunpleum family that has dominated Chon Buri and Pattaya politics for decades. He was chosen by Sonthaya Kunplome to seek election in 2022 under the Rao Rak Pattaya (We Love Pattaya) banner, after Mr Sonthaya decided not to seek another term.

Mr Itthiwat was born and raised in the Naklua area of Pattaya. The son of a local police officer and his market vendor wife, he is stressing his understanding of the daily lives of the working people who power the tourism economy in the resort city.

Mr Sakchai, meanwhile, has announced a "24-Hour Mayor" strategy designed to overhaul the city's administrative system, focusing on solving everyday problems with immediate results and eliminating bureaucratic delays.

Sawaeng Boonmee, secretary-general of the Election Commission, observed the candidacy registration, saying all went smoothly.

He invited eligible voters to exercise their right on June 28, saying Pattaya was an important arena of local politics. There will be 113 poll units where voters can cast ballots from 8am to 5pm.
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									Eight suspects sought in Samui taxi mafia case								

								One man surrenders to police after fatal beating and shooting of volunteer driver
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																The fatal attack on a volunteer taxi driver on Koh Samui involved eight suspects, with investigators seeking more arrest warrants to bring justice to the victim's family, a police spokesman said on Thursday.
Three warrants have been issued while Provincial Police Region 8 is seeking court approval for five more, Pol Lt Gen Trairong Phiwphan said.

One of the eight suspects was arrested on Wednesday as he surrendered to officers at the Bo Phut police station. He denied involvement in the assault and shooting but admitted knocking on the victim's car window before the attack.

The case has taken on more urgency after the family of Sikkharin Phromcharoen, 31, sought witness protection from the Ministry of Justice.

Sikkharin, known on the tourist island in Surat Thani for providing free transport to pregnant women, elderly residents, disabled people and poor families, was beaten and shot dead on May 24 in a dispute said to have involved illegal black-plate taxi drivers.

His wife, Onchuma, said after the incident that the family no longer felt safe in the area.

In an update on Thursday, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said the investigation had made considerable progress.

Police placed top priority on the family's safety, with a meeting between the provincial police and the Rights and Liberties Protection Department held to seek proper protection for witnesses in the case.

The spokesman affirmed the Royal Thai Police would not tolerate any influential groups or mafia establishments causing trouble for the public.

Regardless of who commits an offence, officers will proceed with strict legal action to build confidence among the public and tourists, Pol Lt Gen Trairong said.
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									Anti-corruption official tests drunk after fatal crash								

								Witness says pickup driver tried to flee after striking delivery rider in Nonthaburi
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																A senior official of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) was found drunk after his pickup truck crashed into a motorcycle, severing a delivery rider's arm and killing him, before allegedly attempting to flee in Nonthaburi on Wednesday night.
The suspect, identified as Jarong Kroamoh, was tested and found to have a blood alcohol level of 189 milligrammes per 100 millilitres of blood, far beyond the legal limit for driving at 50mg, according to officers at the Bang Srimueang police station.

Mr Jarong serves as the director of the Office of Investigation and Special Affairs.

Police and emergency units were called to the scene at about 11pm on a bridge on the outbound lane of Ratchaphruek Road in tambon Bangrak Noi in Muang district.

At the scene, officers found a dead motorcyclist, identified as Sornarin Nakongsi, 43, an application delivery rider.

The victim's severed left arm was found in the far left lane of the three-lane road. His body also showed severe head injuries. About 300 metres away was his damaged H SEM electric motorcycle.

Near the foot of the bridge, police found the suspect's black Mitsubishi Triton bearing Bangkok number plates, with a heavily damaged front-left bumper and a burst tyre.

[image: Emergency personnel inspect the scene in Muang district, Nonthaburi, where a delivery rider was killed by crash with a pickup truck Wednesday night. (Photo: supplied/ Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Emergency personnel inspect the scene on the Bangkok-outbound lane on a bridge in Muang district of Nonthaburi, where a delivery rider was killed when his bike was struck by a pickup truck on Wednesday night. (Photo: supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)



A 36-year-old witness, identified only as Mac, told police he was riding a motorbike when he saw the crash happening in front of him.

The victim was travelling in the left lane when the truck, initially in the right lane, swerved into the left lane and slammed into the back of the motorcycle, dragging it a long distance.

The witness said the pickup driver attempted to flee, but the burst tyre prevented the vehicle from getting very far. Some other witnesses also followed and confronted the driver, stopping him from escaping.

"After getting out of his vehicle, the driver appeared drunk and claimed he was a senior government official and knew senior police officers in Nonthaburi," local media quoted the witness as saying.

He added that there was an attempt at the scene to switch the driver with another person and that he had recorded video of everything. "The actual driver was wearing a white shirt, while the person who was going to switch places with him was wearing black."

Mr Jarong was taken to the Bang Srimueang police station, where legal proceedings were continuing on Thursday, police said.

Surapong Intharathaworn, secretary-general of the NACC, said the agency was informed of the incident and was preparing to issue an official statement.

As for the legal case, he said the investigating police officers would proceed in accordance with the law.

The NACC is preparing to set up a fact-finding committee to determine the full details. Mr Jarong has not been removed from his position but there may be a temporary reassignment, pending on investigation, Mr Surapong said.
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									Arrests made in pirated movie streaming crackdown								

								Suspects charged in Thailand and Malaysia following investigation into popular MyIPTV4K platform
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																A Thai man and a Malaysian couple have been charged with violating movie streaming copyrights as part of a cross-border investigation aimed at dismantling MyIPTV4K, a major grey-market internet protocol TV service.
The Thai suspect, identified only as Akkharawat, 33, was charged on Wednesday following an investigation that began when his house in Muang district of Chiang Mai was searched on Feb 10, said Pol Lt Gen Nathasak Chaonasai, commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau.

A related search in February took place at a company in tambon Suthep of Muang district in Chiang Mai, where police found two computers, three mobile phones and evidence of payment for cloud computing services.

According to Pol Lt Gen Nathasak, the arrest was a part of an anti-piracy collaboration that involved Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, South Korea, the United States and Interpol, targeting MyIPTV4K platforms.

A Malaysian couple were arrested in Selangor state in connection with the same offences, said Pol Col Puwadet Chulakasevi, an economic crime superintendent.

The couple ran a company that provided website design and sold automation and security systems as well as electrical and electronic products.

The Thai and Malaysian suspects reportedly denied all charges.

MyIPTV4K is a grey-market internet protocol TV service primarily targeting users in Malaysia, Singapore and elsewhere in Southeast Asia.

It is marketed extensively by third-party sellers on Lazada Malaysia and Lazada Singapore, with some sellers located in Malaysia or providing shipping from China.

The service requires a MyIPTV Android Box or app, and while some of the content available is legal, complaints have been mounting from copyright holders for movies, premium sports events and other content.
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									Temperatures likely to remain at record levels in 2026-30								

								Updated forecast from UN agency comes as Europe swelters under 'heat dome'
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																GENEVA - Global average temperatures are likely to continue at or near record levels this year and for the next four years afterwards, the United Nations warned on Thursday.
The 11 hottest individual years ever recorded all happened from 2015 onwards and the UN's weather and climate agency said the trend was set to continue, with a new hottest-ever year "likely" before 2031.

There is a 75% chance that the 2026-30 five-year mean temperature will surpass the key threshold of 1.5C above the 1850-1900 pre-industrial average, the World Meteorological Organization said.

The WMO outlook comes as western Europe swelters under a "heat dome" of warm air, breaking temperature records for May in Britain and France.

"Global average temperatures are likely to continue at or near record levels in the next five years," the agency said.

"It is likely (86% chance) that one year between 2026 and 2030 will surpass 2024 as the warmest year on record."

El Nino effect on 2027

"There is an El Nino predicted for the end of 2026, which increases the chances of the following year, 2027, being the next record-breaking year," said Leon Hermanson, lead author of the WMO's Global Annual-to-Decadal Update.

The last El Nino contributed to making 2023 the second-hottest year on record and 2024 the all-time high at around 1.55C above the pre-industrial average.

El Nino is a natural climate phenomenon that warms surface temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, bringing worldwide changes in winds, pressure and rainfall patterns.

It typically takes place every two to seven years and lasts around nine to 12 months.

1.3C to 1.9C range

The 2015 Paris climate accords aimed to limit global warming to well below 2C above pre-industrial levels -- and preferably below 1.5C.

The targets are calculated relative to the 1850-1900 average, before humanity widely began industrially burning coal, oil and gas, which emit carbon dioxide -- the greenhouse gas largely responsible for climate change.

"Annual global mean near-surface temperatures during 2026-2030 are predicted to range between 1.3C and 1.9C above the 1850-1900 average," the WMO update said.

The WMO said there was a 91% chance that global average temperatures will temporarily exceed 1.5C above the pre-industrial baseline for at least one year between 2026 and 2030.

Furthermore, there is a 75% chance that the entire 2026-2030 five-year mean will exceed 1.5C above the 1850-1900 average.

However, it is considered exceptionally unlikely -- less than one percent -- that any single year will exceed 2C above the pre-industrial baseline in the next five years.

Arctic heat warning

The 1.5C barrier is expected to be broken with increasing frequency.

The 1.5C and 2C limits in the Paris accords refer to sustained long-term warming -- typically over 20 years -- so temporary breaches do not necessarily mean the long-term goal is out of reach.

Last year was one of the three warmest years on record, with the globally averaged near-surface temperature estimated at more than 1.43C above the 1850-1900 baseline.

The report was produced by Britain's Met Office national weather service and the WMO's lead centre for annual to decadal climate prediction. It compiles forecasts from 13 different institutes.

The report said Arctic temperatures over the next five northern hemisphere winters (November to March) were predicted to be 2.8C above average temperatures for 1991-2020 -- more than triple the global temperature anomaly for the same period.

Predicted precipitation patterns for May to September from 2026 to 2030 forecast wet anomalies in the Sahel, northern Europe, Alaska and Siberia, as well as dry anomalies over the Amazon.
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									Thanathorn cleared of royal insult over vaccine comments								

								Court says criticism was directed at government and not monarchy
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																The Criminal Court has acquitted Progressive Movement founder Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit of lese-majeste charges arising from comments he made criticising the government's Covid-19 vaccine procurement, ruling that his remarks targeted the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration and not the monarchy.
The ruling was announced on Thursday morning in the case filed by prosecutors under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese-majeste law. As is common with most lese-majeste cases, Mr Thanathorn was also charged under the Computer Crime Act.

The case arose from a Facebook livestream on Jan 18, 2021, in which Mr Thanathorn criticised the government's handling of Covid-19 vaccine procurement.

Prosecutors argued that the broadcast contained misleading information that could cause public misunderstanding and implicated the monarchy in connection with Siam Bioscience and vaccine procurement

Siam Bioscience, a pharmaceutical firm founded by King Rama IX in 2009, received the right to produce the AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine in Thailand, under a technology-transfer agreement.

The Facebook Live session, titled "Royal Vaccine: Who Benefits and Who Doesn't?", urged the government and the company to publicly reveal the vaccine-production agreement to prove the procurement was being carried out in a transparent manner.

Mr Thanathorn, a co-founder of the Future Forward Party, the predecessor of the People's Party, denied all charges and was released on bail while contesting the case.

He arrived at the court on Thursday morning to hear the ruling. "I'm in good spirits," he told reporters before entering the courthouse. Supporters gathered outside to show their encouragement.

In its ruling, the court found that the Facebook Live broadcast referred to the Prayut government's management of the Covid-19 vaccine rollout and was not intended as criticism or insult against the monarchy as prosecutors had alleged.

Anutin Charnvirakul, the current prime minister, was minister of public health at the time the comments were made. Public concern was running high because Siam Bioscience was behind schedule in deliveries of vaccine doses to Thailand and other Southeast Asian nations.

The court ruled that references made to Siam Bioscience by Mr Thanathorn were based on factual information and did not amount to defamation.

Regarding remarks questioning whether the prime minister could handle vaccine management, the court said the comments concerned public administration and the impact on citizens if mistakes were made.

The judges ruled that Mr Thanathorn's actions did not constitute lese-majeste or violations of the Computer Crime Act and dismissed all charges.

[image: Progressive Movement founder Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, his legal team and associates arrive at the Criminal Court on Thursday to hear the ruling in the lese-majeste case against him. (Photo: Khai Maew Cheese Facebook page)]
Progressive Movement founder Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, his legal team and associates arrive at the Criminal Court on Thursday to hear the ruling in the lese-majeste case against him. (Photo: Khai Maew Cheese Facebook page)
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									Treacherous rescue still awaits Laos cave survivors								

								Five people located in good health and spirits after a week underground, two others still sought
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: People trapped in a cave are found alive by rescue workers in Xaisomboun province of Laos on May 27, 2026. (Image from video from Norrased Palasing via Reuters)]
											
																							
													People trapped in a cave are found alive by rescue workers in Xaisomboun province of Laos on May 27, 2026. (Image from video from Norrased Palasing via Reuters)												

																					

									

																Rescuers say they are elated to have found survivors who have been trapped in a flooded cave in Laos for a week but caution that it will be difficult to extract them.
Five people were found alive on Wednesday afternoon and rescuers are searching for two others who remain missing.

The group of seven, who entered the cave in search of gold, were stranded after torrential rain flooded the cave and blocked the entrance with gravel and dirt. Rescuers said around 4.30pm local time that they had reached five of them who were trapped about 300 metres from the cave's entrance.

The miners were found huddled together in a small, muddy chamber of the cave, according to video filmed by two rescue divers, Mikko Paasi and Norrased Palasing.

Sobs could be heard in the background of one video, shared by Kengkard Bongkawong, the president of Metta Tham Rescue, a Thai organisation invited by the Lao government to join the rescue effort.

In the videos, the five survivors told rescuers that they were famished, but not injured or ill. Two of them appeared to have working headlamps.

Paasi, a Thailand-based Finnish cave diver, called it a "brief relief" to find the survivors healthy and in good spirits. "But the extraction is still ahead and it ain't going to be easy," he said in a social media post.

He and another diver, he wrote, would need to bring the miners supplies to help them gain strength and prepare for the journey out.

The two divers, and Metta Tham Rescue, were also involved in the successful 2018 rescue of members of the Wild Boars youth football team who were trapped in a cave in Chiang Rai in northern Thailand for 18 days after it flooded.

This rescue effort, as with many like it, has been complicated by dangerous conditions including flooded passages, potentially contaminated air and narrow tunnels.

Paasi said in an interview late Tuesday that he had never seen such narrow tunnels in his 30 years of diving in mines. The tunnels in the cave were long, he said, with only a few chambers large enough to stand up in.

"But other than that, it's just sliding or wiggling yourself through," he said. "It makes it very hard or difficult and dangerous because you can't turn around." The claustrophobic environment, he added, created extra anxiety.

In the interview, before the men were found, Paasi said that any rescue would involve pumping water out of the cave. "We can't dive them out, it's too small, too tight, too risky," he said.

The cave is part of an extensive underground network in Xaysomboun, a mountainous province about 120km northeast of Vientiane. Tourists flock to caves in Laos for trekking, while local villagers often go to sift for gold.

Local authorities had warned people to not enter the cave, Buonkham Luanglath, the head of Laos Rescue Volunteer for People, a group of civilian rescuers told The Associated Press on Monday.


	This article originally appeared in The New York Times
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									Registration opens for Bangkok governor candidates								

								13 contenders include incumbent Chadchart Sittipunt, who is seeking second term
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																The registration of candidates for the Bangkok governor election on June 28 began at City Hall in Din Daeng district of the capital on Thursday morning.
City clerk Narong Ruangsri, in his capacity as the election director of Bangkok, started the process at 8.30am. Thirteen candidates already present came forward to join a draw to pick their candidacy number.

Former Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt, who is seeking a second term, was first in line, arriving at 5.47am. He rode a bicycle from a nearby electric train station. Some of his former deputy governors followed him.

Chaiwat Sathawornwichit, a deputy leader and candidate of the People's Party, arrived on buses with the party's Bangkok council candidates at 7am. Democrat Party candidate Anucha Burapachaisri and the party's councillor candidates showed up with Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva at 7.30am.

Supporters of candidates were located away from the candidacy registration venue to limit traffic impact as the registration of Bangkok councillor candidates was taking place simultaneously.

There are about 4.5 million eligible voters in the capital and there will be 6,629 poll units for the June 28 election.

A budget of 294 million baht has been allocated for the election for governor and 50 council seats. City officials expect voter turnout to exceed the roughly 60% recorded in the 2022 poll as the number of eligible voters has risen.

[image: Former Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt arrives on a rental commuter bicycle of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. Pattarapong Chatpattarasill]
Chadchart Sittipunt, who is seeking a second term as Bangkok governor, arrives on a rented commuter bicycle of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. (Photos: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)



[image: Chaiwat Sathawornwichit shows up with members of the People's Party. Pattarapong Chatpattarasill]
Chaiwat Sathawornwichit shows up with members of the People's Party.



[image: Democrat candidate Anucha Burapachaisri waves to reporters with Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva on his left side. Pattarapong Chatpattarasill]
Democrat candidate Anucha Burapachaisri waves to reporters with Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva on his left.



[image: Candidate ML Kornsasiwat Kasemsri speaks to reporters at City Hall. Pattarapong Chatpattarasill]
Candidate ML Kornsasiwat Kasemsri speaks to reporters at City Hall.


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/3262225/registration-opens-for-bangkok-governor-candidates



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Analysts pinpoint winners  in new stimulus scheme								
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																Analysts are highlighting retail and consumer stocks as the major beneficiaries of Thailand's latest consumer stimulus programme called "Thai Chuay Thai Plus", which is expected to provide short-term support for domestic consumption to stabilise the economy.
The co-payment stimulus runs from June 1 to Sept 30 and covers 43.2 million eligible recipients, including 30 million participants under the standard programme plus 13.2 million state welfare cardholders.

Analysts said the measure is unlikely to deliver a major economic boost, but should help to cushion weak domestic spending amid persistently high living costs and fragile consumer confidence.

KEY BENEFICIARIES

According to Tris Rating, the scheme is more likely to redirect consumer spending than generate substantial new consumption.

The agency estimates the programme could add 0.4 percentage points to GDP, primarily helping to maintain household purchasing power.

Pi Securities said the scheme should be viewed more as an economic stabiliser rather than a strong growth catalyst.

With a total budget of roughly 43 billion baht, the measure represents a fraction of Thailand's 18-trillion-baht economy and is unlikely to significantly lift GDP growth. However, the monthly subsidy could help households manage daily expenses during a period of weak purchasing power, noted Pi.

Globlex Securities recommends a selective investment strategy focused on retail and consumption-related stocks expected to benefit from the stimulus scheme.

Sentiment is supported by easing oil prices following progress in US-Iran peace negotiations, said the brokerage.

Foreign fund inflows exceeded 129 billion baht during the first four months of 2026, reflecting improving confidence in Thailand's economic outlook, said Wilasinee Boonmasungsong, research director at Globlex.

The brokerage expects the Thai stock market to trade in a "sideways up" pattern this week, with the Stock Exchange of Thailand index moving within a range of 1,510-1,560 points.

HYPERMARKET PRESSURE

According to Tris, traditional retailers, small merchants and Thong Fah stores are expected to be the main beneficiaries of the co-payment scheme, while modern trade operators could see temporary pressure as spending shifts towards subsidised channels.

Hypermarkets are likely to face the biggest short-term impact due to their heavy exposure to grocery and price-sensitive consumers, particularly in staple product categories.

However, downside risk is expected to remain limited as large retailers still benefit from broad product offerings, competitive pricing, and integrated online-to-offline platforms, noted Tris.

Wholesalers are projected to remain resilient, supported by restocking demand from smaller retailers, while convenience stores could see a neutral to slightly positive impact from improving consumer liquidity and stable foot traffic, according to the agency.

Discretionary retailers, including fashion and speciality stores, may face softer demand during the scheme as consumers prioritise essential spending.

The credit impact on modern retailers should remain limited and temporary as the programme does not signal a structural shift in Thailand's retail landscape, noted the Tris report.

Profitability and long-term credit fundamentals across hypermarkets, wholesalers, convenience stores and discretionary retailers are unlikely to face material deterioration from the scheme.
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																Part of the government's spending plan for the transition to clean energy involves encouraging the public to switch to electric vehicles (EVs) on a wider scale, says finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit.
Several ministries have begun discussions and are designing projects to request funds for the energy transition initiative, with a total budget framework of 200 billion baht from the 400-billion emergency loan decree, he said.

The energy transition represents a golden opportunity for Thailand to rework its energy infrastructure for long-term sustainability and energy security, said Mr Lavaron.

Three ministries are preparing to seek funding for energy transition initiatives. The Interior Ministry, in cooperation with the Provincial Electricity Authority and the Metropolitan Electricity Authority, proposed a project to install solar panels on as many government buildings as possible within a year, in a bid to reduce electricity costs for state agencies.

The Transport Ministry is studying support measures to encourage public transport vehicles such as buses, trucks, taxis and motorcycles to switch to EVs in order to lower operating costs and reduce pollution.

The Excise Department under the Finance Ministry is preparing a project that offers incentives to promote wider adoption of EVs.

Authorities are also considering alternatives beyond trade-in schemes to better meet the needs of motorists.

The details of the transition projects depend on the agencies submitting proposals, Mr Lavaron said.

State-owned specialised financial institutions such as Government Savings Bank and Government Housing Bank are preparing solar energy programmes for the public to make household solar panel installations more affordable.

He said the government also wants to build a domestic manufacturing supply chain.

The Board of Investment and the Thai Industrial Standards Institute are holding discussions to promote local production of solar panels that meet Thai standards, yet are priced competitively on the global market.

A major challenge are the limited economies of scale compared with major manufacturers such as China, said Mr Lavaron.

The government's main objective in driving these projects is to reduce dependence on imported energy, which is highly volatile in terms of both price and supply, he noted.

If Thailand can achieve a 50% energy transition, it would generate enormous economic value by cutting electricity and fuel import costs, which are currently sourced almost entirely from abroad.

The details of each project are still being drafted. The Finance Ministry said the approval process will be transparent and auditable through the project database system managed by the Public Debt Management Office (PDMO), which serves as secretary to the project screening committee.

Regarding loan management, PDMO oversees the use of funds to ensure compliance with the objectives clearly specified under the emergency loan decree.

Borrowing is to be conducted on a monthly basis in four instalments to align with actual funding needs, and to avoid unnecessary interest burdens.

All borrowed funds must be fully disbursed by Sept 30, 2027.

As for a vehicle trade-in scheme, which was proposed to encourage the transition to EVs, a source from the Finance Ministry said this project may be shelved due to unresolved issues such as determining the eligible age for old vehicles, assessing the value of used cars, and deciding how the old vehicles would be disposed of or exported.
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																Amid intense competition among Asian countries to attract the Chinese market, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is rolling out its "NEXT" marketing strategies for fiscal 2027 to reduce dependence on certain short-haul markets.
[image: ]


During the first four months of this year, Thailand, South Korea and Vietnam attracted similar numbers of Chinese visitors, while tensions between Japan and China simmered.

Even though Japan lost a significant number of Chinese tourists to other Asian rivals, posting a decline of more than 55% year-on-year, it still welcomed 1.4 million arrivals from the mainland, while arrivals surged from competitors such as South Korea, rising 22% to 3.93 million.

Meanwhile, more than 550,000 Thai travellers visited Japan during the first four months, marking a 7.2% increase year-on-year, while another 137,125 travelled to South Korea, up 25%.

Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and the South Pacific at TAT, said the figures demonstrated the importance of short-haul markets for each country, including Thailand.

The tourism industry should not view other countries as solely competitors, seeking opportunities to grow tourism flows and helping each other balance inbound and outbound travel, she said.

This could help secure healthy air traffic over the long term, particularly while the aviation sector remains on edge during the war in the Middle East.

"In the past few months, many airlines have cancelled flights and reduced capacity to adjust to softer demand during the low season. This prompted us to rethink our strategy, as taking a broader regional view may help to sustain our growth," said Ms Pattaraanong.

The agency is formulating its 2027 marketing master plan, projected to launch in October.

For short-haul markets, which typically make up 60% of total visitors, TAT's NEXT strategy aims to address pain points and target a wider range of markets to diversify risk.

She said Thai tourism struggles because of a lack of new attractions to draw repeat visitors, particularly from short-haul markets, as frequent visitors are familiar with existing tourism offerings.

Under the new direction, the country aims to attract major events to encourage new bookings, such as Tomorrowland 2026 this December, giving tourists more reasons to revisit Thailand.

"Purpose-driven trips is a new trend. For example, people visit Singapore for concerts or travel to Boston to take part in its prestigious marathon. Likewise, many tourists have already booked hotels to attend Tomorrowland in Pattaya this year," said Ms Pattaraanong.

In terms of the experience economy, she said the strategy aims to leverage existing cultural products to generate greater value by adding creativity, such as community-based tourism and new lifestyle malls gaining popularity among foreigners for their locally made products, such as the Good Goods store.

TAT plans to expand its exchange system by engaging more partners beyond the hospitality sector to gain better insights from tourist data and make services more efficient, such as through mobile network companies and digital payment gateways, in order to enhance ease of travel.

Ms Pattaraanong said the agency wants to continue to raise trust in Thai tourism by encouraging its overseas offices to increase risk awareness and strengthen risk management, as negative news about Thailand can spread rapidly across nearby countries faster than expected.
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																As Thailand accelerates its ambitions to become a regional logistics, manufacturing and clean energy hub, a quieter transformation is unfolding beneath the surface of Southeast Asia's financial system.
Across the Mekong region, a large share of cross-border commerce no longer moves primarily through traditional bank-to-bank SWIFT transfers. Instead, businesses, traders and migrant workers increasingly rely on currency exchange operators, pooled settlement arrangements and regional payment networks that have evolved alongside the realities of ASEAN trade.

According to the Mekong Financial Flow Analysis Report (Updated March 2026), pooled liquidity and currency exchange settlement systems now account for a significant share of financial flows into Thailand from neighbouring economies.

The report estimates that such channels account for approximately 40-55% of business settlement flows from Cambodia to Thailand, 35-45% from Myanmar, and 30-40% from Laos. Even in Vietnam, which has a more developed banking sector and rapidly expanding digital payment infrastructure, pooled settlement models still account for an estimated 15-25% of crossborder business transactions.

The findings reflect broader structural conditions across Southeast Asia, where banking infrastructure, foreign exchange regulations, transaction costs and settlement speed vary significantly between countries.

Under the pooled settlement model, money often does not move across borders through a direct international wire transfer. Instead, a customer deposits funds with a currency exchange operator in one country, while the recipient in Thailand receives baht through a domestic transfer from the operator's local Thai account. The operator later reconciles its positions internally across multiple jurisdictions.

For many SMEs engaged in regional trade, the system has become a practical mechanism for handling frequent, midsized commercial transactions.

The report notes that formal bank wires can involve multiple intermediary banks, documentation requirements and settlement times ranging from two to seven business days. By contrast, pooled settlement systems often provide same-day or nextday transfers with lower transaction costs.

Crucially, financial analysts emphasize that the pooled liquidity model is not an unregulated workaround; it is a legally anchored mechanism explicitly permitted under Foreign Exchange License Framework, which governs over 2,300 authorized operators. Under Financial Action Task Force (FATF) standards, the legal burden of verification lies entirely with the licensed exchange operator (the 'pipe'), not the end recipient (the 'tap'). Criminalizing an economic participant who receives a transfer in good faith through these authorized rails creates an impossible compliance burden for legitimate commerce.

These networks have become particularly important along border trade corridors linking Thailand with Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos, where informal commerce and SME activity form a major part of local economic life.

In Myanmar, the report describes informal and semi-formal settlement systems as deeply embedded within border trade practices that have developed over decades. In Cambodia and Laos, currency exchange operators continue to play a major role alongside the expansion of QR payments and digital finance systems. Vietnam presents a more hybrid picture, combining stronger use of formal banking with growing fintech and alternative settlement channels.

The growth of these systems also coincides with ASEAN's wider push toward economic integration and cross-border payment connectivity.

Regional QR payment linkages between Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Singapore and Hong Kong have expanded rapidly over the past several years, reflecting efforts to reduce friction in retail and commercial payments across ASEAN. At the same time, older settlement mechanisms such as pooled liquidity networks continue to coexist with formal banking infrastructure, particularly in sectors dominated by SMEs and cross-border trading firms.

Analysts say this coexistence reflects the diversity of Southeast Asia's economic landscape, where formal banking systems, informal commerce and rapidly evolving digital finance platforms often operate simultaneously.

The issue is becoming increasingly relevant as Thailand moves forward with major infrastructure and energy transition plans.

Thailand's draft Power Development Plan (PDP2024) and Alternative Energy Development Plan (AEDP2024) envision a substantial expansion of renewable energy generation over the coming decade. This transition is expected to require extensive regional supply chains involving solar components, biomass raw materials, logistics operators and manufacturing subcontractors across the Southeast Asia region.

This predictability is under intense scrutiny as Thailand undergoes technical reviews for its OECD Accession Roadmap. Currently, Thailand's OECD Services Trade Restrictiveness Index score of 0.2397 places it behind regional peers like Vietnam, a gap driven by what international risk assessors call 'structural regulatory volatility.' When domestic enforcement agencies implement disproportionate measures--such as a 4,000x asset-seizure-to-claimed-damage ratio--it signals an unmanageable legal risk to the very foreign direct investment (FDI) required to fund 30-year clean energy infrastructures.

Many of these supply chains are closely tied to SME networks that operate across ASEAN on a daily basis.

The report suggests that pooled liquidity systems have become part of the financial infrastructure supporting these commercial ecosystems, particularly where businesses require faster settlement cycles and flexible ASEAN payment arrangements.

The same dynamics are emerging in discussions surrounding ASEAN power connectivity and regional electricity trade. Cross-border energy transactions require frequent reconciliation of payment positions among multiple participants across different jurisdictions, increasing interest in more flexible settlement mechanisms capable of supporting high-frequency regional trade flows.

At the same time, formal financial infrastructure across ASEAN continues to evolve.

Thailand licenses a range of foreign exchange-related businesses, including authorised money transfer agents, money changers and foreign exchange e-money operators, as part of the country's broader financial ecosystem. Across the region, governments and regulators are also expanding digital payment interoperability, enhancing AML frameworks and developing new cross-border payment systems.

The risk of administrative overreach during political transitions can severely undermine these national economic ambitions. Global market observers point to instances where domestic agencies have rushed to execute massive asset freezes a mere 7 hours after international legislative bodies (such as the U.S. Congress under H.R. 5490) explicitly delisted and cleared the owner of these assets. When local enforcement diverges so heavily from global consensus--and goes as far as pulling the savings accounts of minor children from cross-cultural investor families into corporate case files--it stops looking like standard due process and begins to look like public relations performance. For global capital, the message is clear: short-term domestic headlines are being prioritized over long-term legal certainty.

Yet despite rapid modernisation, the report concludes that pooled liquidity and intermediary settlement networks remain an important component of how commerce functions across much of the Mekong region.

For many businesses operating across ASEAN's emerging supply chains, these systems are no longer viewed as alternatives to regional trade.

They have become part of its everyday infrastructure.
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																Factory output in Thailand remains weak, with [?]the manufacturing production  index in April falling 0.36% from a year earlier, the Ministry of Industry said on Thursday.
The April reading compared  with [?]a year-on-year increase of 0.2% forecast in a Reuters poll, and followed a gain of 1.3% the previous month.

Factory output [?]for the full year is forecast to rise by between 1.0% and 2.0%, lower than the earlier predicted range of 1.5% to 2.5%.

 Output fell due to the impact of the  war in the Middle East and higher costs that put pressure  on [?]profits, the ministry said.

Tourism, a key economic [?]driver, also weakened, impacting related industries.

For the first quarter output grew 0.94% annually, [?]the ministry said.

The outlook  for May should be higher if compared to a month-on-month basis, it said.
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																Major consumer goods producers and distributors have pledged to keep product prices stable and affordable despite increasing pressure from rising raw material costs caused by the ongoing war in the Middle East.
Aseem Puri, chief executive of Unilever Thailand, said amid economic challenges and the impact of the Middle East war, the company is focusing on ensuring product availability across all sales channels, including small mom-and-pop shops, where it typically sells smaller package sizes, as well as larger retail chains.

He said the company would keep product prices affordable.

Mr Puri declined to comment about potential price increases.

"Despite costs going up, the company is working hard to make sure prices remain affordable and stable," he said.

Unilever identified key materials affected by the Middle East conflict, such as plastics and packaging, and is working closely with suppliers to ensure supply availability.

The company is also collaborating with a local supplier in Thailand to develop alternative materials.

Products requiring materials derived from crude oil, including home care items and packaging, have been affected by rising oil prices, said Mr Puri.

Ratiporn Ratcharoen, group chief financial officer at Osotspa Plc, said the company secured raw material contracts through the first half of 2026.

For the third quarter, the company anticipates rising costs, prompting a focus on cost savings in areas such as logistics.

With elevated energy prices and diesel currently around 41 baht per litre, she said the company is optimising its logistics operations to maximise efficiency.

"The company is unlikely to raise product prices this year because doing so would affect customers' spending power," said Ms Ratiporn.

Regarding shifting consumer trends, Mr Puri said Thais are increasingly conscious about their health and beauty.

Unilever has recognised changes in the consumer landscape, including a rise in single-person households, an ageing population and more households with pets, which are shaping its product development, he said.
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																PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR), Thailand's largest oil trader by volume, expects a minor impact to its financial performance this year after shuttering parts of its oil and non-oil operations in Cambodia amid ongoing border tensions.
Wilaiwan Kanjanakanti, senior executive vice-president for finance and chief financial officer at OR, said the conflict between Thailand and Cambodia had little effect on the company's first-quarter results.

The two countries have long-standing disputes over the border, which escalated last year into deadly clashes before a ceasefire was reached. Media reports of alleged renewed provocations by Cambodian military officers have since heightened tensions.

ML Peekthong Thongyai, chief executive of OR, announced late last year that the company would scale back investments in Cambodia after sales plunged by 50-60% year-on-year.

Cambodia's contribution to OR's net profit is relatively small, accounting for just 2-3% of overall earnings. Still, the unrest led to a sharp decline in Thai product sales and a reduction in the number of OR-operated outlets.

The company previously had around 200 petrol stations and 150 Cafe Amazon outlets in Cambodia. By the end of March, only 91 petrol stations and 136 cafes remained. Roughly 40-50 stations have switched to other brands following the conflict.

In the first quarter of 2026, OR reported total revenue of 176 billion baht, down 3.5% year-on-year. Overseas revenue fell 4% to 13.9 billion baht, representing less than 8% of total revenue.

Oil sales volume from overseas operations dropped 12.5% to 519 million litres, largely due to closures in Cambodia.

Net profit fell by 44% to 2.41 billion baht, compared with 4.38 billion baht a year earlier, mainly due to hedging costs against volatile jet fuel prices.

Despite the challenges, Ms Wilaiwan said OR remains committed to exploring new opportunities across the Asia-Pacific region.

Domestically, she highlighted growth potential through initiatives such as the "Thais Help Thais Plus" programme and rising demand in the non-oil segment, particularly for electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
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																Mercedes-Benz (Thailand) expects demand for battery electric vehicles (BEVs) to continue rising as global energy prices climb and geopolitical tensions in the Middle East create uncertainty.
Christian Schell, president and chief executive of Mercedes-Benz (Thailand), said new registrations of Mercedes-Benz cars in Thailand reached 1,949 units in the first quarter of 2026, with total sales of 1,304 units for passenger and commercial vehicles.

Concerns over crude oil prices and instability in the Middle East are tilting consumer interest towards EVs, he noted.

Industry analysts agree that higher oil prices are pushing prospective buyers to consider BEVs.

However, Thailand's automotive sector still faces challenges, including global economic uncertainty, the high level of household debt, and delayed purchasing decisions amid sluggish domestic growth.

Mercedes-Benz (Thailand) reported a 140% sales increase at the 2026 Bangkok International Motor Show, with sales rising from 870 units last year to 2,111 units this year.

"It's a seven-year high, surpassing the 2,000-unit mark for the first time since 2019. We expect 2026 to be a record year for BEV sales," Mr Schell said.

Globally, Mercedes-Benz sold 499,700 units in the first quarter of 2026, including vans, with double-digit BEV growth.

In Europe, BEV demand surged 107%, driven by strong market response to new models such as the CLA, GLC, and GLB.

The company plans to launch more than 40 new models between 2025 and 2027, spanning BEVs and advanced electrified combustion engines.

To mark its 140th anniversary, Mercedes-Benz recently introduced the Mercedes-Maybach S 580 e Night Series in Thailand, priced at 14 million baht, with only 16 units available.

Meanwhile, the Federation of Thai Industries has urged auto parts makers to delay price increases, warning that higher costs could severely impact production capacity and car prices.

Parts manufactures need to adjust product prices to deal with higher raw material costs as a result of the Middle East conflicts.

Mr Schell said Mercedes-Benz (Thailand) has not yet discussed the issue with suppliers, but emphasised the company's long-term commitment to local partners.

"We continue to support Thai companies, as more than 50% of our production uses local content," he said.
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																Clicx Bank, Thailand's first virtual bank licence holder, is scheduled to launch its mobile application on June 19, aiming to tap underserved customers.
The virtual bank, jointly established by Krungthai Bank (KTB), Advanced Info Service (AIS) and PTT Oil and Retail Business (OR), received its licence on May 14, becoming the first of three applicants to obtain approval from the Bank of Thailand.

The three companies have a combined customer base of more than 50 million, which Clicx Bank plans to target for its virtual banking services.

According to the central bank, more than 63% of Thais are underserved in terms of access to financial services, while over 80% have emergency savings sufficient to cover living expenses for no more than six months in the event of a sudden income disruption.

These figures highlight how many Thais still lack access to financial services that are appropriate, flexible and aligned with their financial realities, said Suporn Sunthornrohit, chief executive of Clicx Bank.

The bank sees a meaningful opportunity to create a new model of financial services that understands the real lives of Thais, she said.

KTB offers deep financial expertise, while AIS has digital and technological capabilities, and OR a strong understanding of everyday consumer lifestyles, Ms Suporn said.

"This is not merely another mobile bank, but a next-generation financial platform that understands customers better through the integration of technology, data and real-life behavioural insights, with the goal of expanding financial opportunities for Thais on a broad scale," she said.

By eliminating physical branches, the bank plans to leverage lower operating costs to invest heavily in cutting-edge technology and data analytics, Ms Suporn said.

"Clicx intends to focus on groups often overlooked by traditional banking, such as online merchants and delivery drivers, whose irregular income streams often exclude them from standard credit products despite their high earning potential," she noted.

DIGITAL INNOVATION

Clicx Bank plans to utilise behavioural data to assess customer potential.

Ms Suporn said this approach allows the bank to offer personalised products, such as customisable account numbers, which will be available from June 2. In a first for Thailand, users will be able to choose their own seven-digit account number.

Its value-added savings offering includes accounts designed not only to generate interest, but also to reduce daily expenses, with rewards such as free internet, coffee or fuel discounts.

Accounts can be opened without a minimum deposit.

The virtual bank did not unveil its interest rates for deposit and lending services, and is holding off on setting a customer target as it evaluates market figures.

Clicx is considering details such as the maximum lending amount per customer, total lending volume and the timeline for launching lending services in the market, she said.

Managing non-performing loans will be a priority for the bank, Ms Suporn said.

Addressing concerns regarding data privacy and surveillance, the bank clarified that all data usage is strictly intended to create financial opportunities and requires explicit customer consent.

The bank's system follows international cybersecurity standards, with 24/7 monitoring to ensure stability and safety for all users, she said.

The bank is headquartered at CRC Tower in All Seasons Place on Wireless Road.

Customer support is provided through its app, a dedicated call centre (1188) and physical touchpoints at AIS shops nationwide for those requiring assistance.

Somchai Lertlarpwasin, assistant governor for financial institutions supervision at the central bank, said earlier that the two other successful applicants for virtual bank licences had requested delays to their business operations.

The applicants are ACM Holding, backed by the Charoen Pokphand Group, and the SCB X consortium, which includes KakaoBank and WeBank.
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																Analysts are highlighting retail and consumer stocks as the major beneficiaries of Thailand's latest consumer stimulus programme called "Thai Chuay Thai Plus", which is expected to provide short-term support for domestic consumption to stabilise the economy.
The co-payment stimulus runs from June 1 to Sept 30 and covers 43.2 million eligible recipients, including 30 million participants under the standard programme plus 13.2 million state welfare cardholders.

Analysts said the measure is unlikely to deliver a major economic boost, but should help to cushion weak domestic spending amid persistently high living costs and fragile consumer confidence.

KEY BENEFICIARIES

According to Tris Rating, the scheme is more likely to redirect consumer spending than generate substantial new consumption.

The agency estimates the programme could add 0.4 percentage points to GDP, primarily helping to maintain household purchasing power.

Pi Securities said the scheme should be viewed more as an economic stabiliser rather than a strong growth catalyst.

With a total budget of roughly 43 billion baht, the measure represents a fraction of Thailand's 18-trillion-baht economy and is unlikely to significantly lift GDP growth. However, the monthly subsidy could help households manage daily expenses during a period of weak purchasing power, noted Pi.

Globlex Securities recommends a selective investment strategy focused on retail and consumption-related stocks expected to benefit from the stimulus scheme.

Sentiment is supported by easing oil prices following progress in US-Iran peace negotiations, said the brokerage.

Foreign fund inflows exceeded 129 billion baht during the first four months of 2026, reflecting improving confidence in Thailand's economic outlook, said Wilasinee Boonmasungsong, research director at Globlex.

The brokerage expects the Thai stock market to trade in a "sideways up" pattern this week, with the Stock Exchange of Thailand index moving within a range of 1,510-1,560 points.

HYPERMARKET PRESSURE

According to Tris, traditional retailers, small merchants and Thong Fah stores are expected to be the main beneficiaries of the co-payment scheme, while modern trade operators could see temporary pressure as spending shifts towards subsidised channels.

Hypermarkets are likely to face the biggest short-term impact due to their heavy exposure to grocery and price-sensitive consumers, particularly in staple product categories.

However, downside risk is expected to remain limited as large retailers still benefit from broad product offerings, competitive pricing, and integrated online-to-offline platforms, noted Tris.

Wholesalers are projected to remain resilient, supported by restocking demand from smaller retailers, while convenience stores could see a neutral to slightly positive impact from improving consumer liquidity and stable foot traffic, according to the agency.

Discretionary retailers, including fashion and speciality stores, may face softer demand during the scheme as consumers prioritise essential spending.

The credit impact on modern retailers should remain limited and temporary as the programme does not signal a structural shift in Thailand's retail landscape, noted the Tris report.

Profitability and long-term credit fundamentals across hypermarkets, wholesalers, convenience stores and discretionary retailers are unlikely to face material deterioration from the scheme.
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																The Board of Investment (BoI) is being advised to revise its criteria for granting incentives for foreign direct investment (FDI), basing them on the level of contribution to the economy.
Speaking at the "Triam Udom Dinner Talk 2026" on Tuesday, former finance minister Somkid Jatusripitak said amid economic headwinds and a gloomy outlook, FDI would play a pivotal role in supporting the Thai economy and sustaining long-term growth.

"Thailand is beginning to see a second major wave of FDI following the boom period of the 1980s. This new wave involves advanced technology industries that overlooked Thailand six or seven years ago, but are now entering the country because of shifting geopolitical dynamics," he noted.

In light of these developments, Mr Somkid proposed reforming Thailand's investment incentive and evaluation systems under the BoI to better measure contributions to the economy.

"Rather than focusing solely on investment value, authorities should prioritise contribution in terms of what the country actually gains from each project," he said. "We should emphasise quality rather than quantity."

For example, Mr Somkid suggested requiring high-tech companies investing in Thailand to help develop local talent and collaborate with universities to build human capital.

Authorities should also invite leading foreign universities to establish campuses in Thailand to create competition and accelerate education reform, arguing that relying solely on bureaucratic reform would be too slow.

This wave of FDI can also help modernise industries by aligning with global demand and supply chains, he noted. Stronger FDI inflows also give the government greater bargaining power in cross-border investment and trade negotiations, including free trade agreements.

Mr Somkid said a "strong performance government" is needed to negotiate strategically with major powers, particularly China, and to capitalise on the "China +1" investment trend.

Thailand is at a turning point, with significant opportunities ahead despite numerous challenges, he said.

Mr Somkid proposed a "New Deal for a New Future" for Thailand, calling on the government to present a clear national development blueprint.

The country also needs stronger civic participation to improve government capabilities and transparency amid rising risks from grey money and illicit funds, he noted.

"An empowered civil society is essential for holding politicians accountable. Bad politicians are like Dracula -- they fear the light. What they fear most is strong people's politics. If civil society is weak, politicians can easily manipulate the system," said Mr Somkid.

Regarding the government's cost-of-living relief measures and stimulus policies, he said they should focus more on grassroots communities, farmers, and small and medium-sized enterprises.

With higher energy prices driving much of the uptick, the government should cut fuel taxes to ease price pressures rather than relying primarily on the Oil Fuel Fund, said Mr Somkid. Major oil companies should reduce energy prices to help the public during difficult times, even if it means lowering profits for 2-3 years to help stabilise the economy, he said.
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																Part of the government's spending plan for the transition to clean energy involves encouraging the public to switch to electric vehicles (EVs) on a wider scale, says finance permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit.
Several ministries have begun discussions and are designing projects to request funds for the energy transition initiative, with a total budget framework of 200 billion baht from the 400-billion emergency loan decree, he said.

The energy transition represents a golden opportunity for Thailand to rework its energy infrastructure for long-term sustainability and energy security, said Mr Lavaron.

Three ministries are preparing to seek funding for energy transition initiatives. The Interior Ministry, in cooperation with the Provincial Electricity Authority and the Metropolitan Electricity Authority, proposed a project to install solar panels on as many government buildings as possible within a year, in a bid to reduce electricity costs for state agencies.

The Transport Ministry is studying support measures to encourage public transport vehicles such as buses, trucks, taxis and motorcycles to switch to EVs in order to lower operating costs and reduce pollution.

The Excise Department under the Finance Ministry is preparing a project that offers incentives to promote wider adoption of EVs.

Authorities are also considering alternatives beyond trade-in schemes to better meet the needs of motorists.

The details of the transition projects depend on the agencies submitting proposals, Mr Lavaron said.

State-owned specialised financial institutions such as Government Savings Bank and Government Housing Bank are preparing solar energy programmes for the public to make household solar panel installations more affordable.

He said the government also wants to build a domestic manufacturing supply chain.

The Board of Investment and the Thai Industrial Standards Institute are holding discussions to promote local production of solar panels that meet Thai standards, yet are priced competitively on the global market.

A major challenge are the limited economies of scale compared with major manufacturers such as China, said Mr Lavaron.

The government's main objective in driving these projects is to reduce dependence on imported energy, which is highly volatile in terms of both price and supply, he noted.

If Thailand can achieve a 50% energy transition, it would generate enormous economic value by cutting electricity and fuel import costs, which are currently sourced almost entirely from abroad.

The details of each project are still being drafted. The Finance Ministry said the approval process will be transparent and auditable through the project database system managed by the Public Debt Management Office (PDMO), which serves as secretary to the project screening committee.

Regarding loan management, PDMO oversees the use of funds to ensure compliance with the objectives clearly specified under the emergency loan decree.

Borrowing is to be conducted on a monthly basis in four instalments to align with actual funding needs, and to avoid unnecessary interest burdens.

All borrowed funds must be fully disbursed by Sept 30, 2027.

As for a vehicle trade-in scheme, which was proposed to encourage the transition to EVs, a source from the Finance Ministry said this project may be shelved due to unresolved issues such as determining the eligible age for old vehicles, assessing the value of used cars, and deciding how the old vehicles would be disposed of or exported.
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																Amid intense competition among Asian countries to attract the Chinese market, the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is rolling out its "NEXT" marketing strategies for fiscal 2027 to reduce dependence on certain short-haul markets.
[image: ]


During the first four months of this year, Thailand, South Korea and Vietnam attracted similar numbers of Chinese visitors, while tensions between Japan and China simmered.

Even though Japan lost a significant number of Chinese tourists to other Asian rivals, posting a decline of more than 55% year-on-year, it still welcomed 1.4 million arrivals from the mainland, while arrivals surged from competitors such as South Korea, rising 22% to 3.93 million.

Meanwhile, more than 550,000 Thai travellers visited Japan during the first four months, marking a 7.2% increase year-on-year, while another 137,125 travelled to South Korea, up 25%.

Pattaraanong Na Chiangmai, deputy governor for international marketing in Asia and the South Pacific at TAT, said the figures demonstrated the importance of short-haul markets for each country, including Thailand.

The tourism industry should not view other countries as solely competitors, seeking opportunities to grow tourism flows and helping each other balance inbound and outbound travel, she said.

This could help secure healthy air traffic over the long term, particularly while the aviation sector remains on edge during the war in the Middle East.

"In the past few months, many airlines have cancelled flights and reduced capacity to adjust to softer demand during the low season. This prompted us to rethink our strategy, as taking a broader regional view may help to sustain our growth," said Ms Pattaraanong.

The agency is formulating its 2027 marketing master plan, projected to launch in October.

For short-haul markets, which typically make up 60% of total visitors, TAT's NEXT strategy aims to address pain points and target a wider range of markets to diversify risk.

She said Thai tourism struggles because of a lack of new attractions to draw repeat visitors, particularly from short-haul markets, as frequent visitors are familiar with existing tourism offerings.

Under the new direction, the country aims to attract major events to encourage new bookings, such as Tomorrowland 2026 this December, giving tourists more reasons to revisit Thailand.

"Purpose-driven trips is a new trend. For example, people visit Singapore for concerts or travel to Boston to take part in its prestigious marathon. Likewise, many tourists have already booked hotels to attend Tomorrowland in Pattaya this year," said Ms Pattaraanong.

In terms of the experience economy, she said the strategy aims to leverage existing cultural products to generate greater value by adding creativity, such as community-based tourism and new lifestyle malls gaining popularity among foreigners for their locally made products, such as the Good Goods store.

TAT plans to expand its exchange system by engaging more partners beyond the hospitality sector to gain better insights from tourist data and make services more efficient, such as through mobile network companies and digital payment gateways, in order to enhance ease of travel.

Ms Pattaraanong said the agency wants to continue to raise trust in Thai tourism by encouraging its overseas offices to increase risk awareness and strengthen risk management, as negative news about Thailand can spread rapidly across nearby countries faster than expected.
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																Justice has finally caught up with one of Thailand's most controversial political wealth concealment cases.
The Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases Division yesterday sentenced two former executives of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to three years in prison for failing to comply with a Supreme Administrative Court order to disclose details of the NACC's investigation into Gen Prawit Wongsuwon's luxury watches.

The two -- former NACC president Pol Gen Watcharaphol Prasarnrajkit and former anti-graft commissioner Supa Piyajitti -- have applied for bail pending appeal. Another 12 commissioners were acquitted.

The ruling marks a moral victory for activist Veera Somkwamkid, who spent more than a decade seeking answers as to why the NACC cleared Gen Prawit in the controversial case.

The former deputy prime minister had been accused of failing to declare expensive wristwatches and a diamond ring after he was photographed wearing them outside Government House.

In 2018, however, the NACC voted 5-3 to clear the retired general of making false asset declarations. The commission accepted claims by Gen Prawit and witnesses that the watches -- estimated then to be worth at least five million baht -- had been borrowed from a close friend, while the diamond rings belonged to his late mother.

The issue is that the NACC has consistently refused to disclose the investigation's full findings, despite the Administrative Court ordering their release in 2019. In May 2024, the agency handed Mr Veera a report on the case, but its most crucial details had been redacted. Frustrated by the NACC's continued stonewalling, the activist took the matter to court.

The verdict comes as a breath of fresh air for a public weary of a culture of impunity.

It remains unclear why NACC executives and commissioners have been so determined to block public access to the probe into Gen Prawit's luxury watches. The three-year prison terms now facing the two former commissioners -- if upheld by the Appeal and Supreme Courts -- should remind anti-graft officials that they are not above the law.

The Gen Prawit case is only one example of the NACC's entrenched culture of secrecy.

Take the case of Pol Gen Surachate Hakparn, who has been accused of giving gold bars worth about 10 million baht to an NACC commissioner in exchange for being cleared of corruption and misconduct allegations linked to an illegal online gambling network.

Earlier this year, the NACC launched an investigation but has remained largely silent. The lack of transparency became so glaring that NACC officials issued two internal statements urging the commission's leadership to be more open.

More recently, the NACC came under renewed criticism for clearing former transport minister Saksayam Chidchob of wealth concealment allegations, despite the Supreme Court previously finding him guilty in a separate case that forced his resignation from the cabinet.

The bigger question is what the current NACC will do next. The commission must fully comply with the Supreme Administrative Court's order by releasing all information related to the Gen Prawit investigation. The NACC has repeatedly claimed to uphold transparency. It is time to prove it.
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																I do not understand the debate over the feasibility of the Land Bridge project (LB). Opponents cite one study concluding the project is not feasible and therefore not worthwhile.
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Supporters cite another study reaching the opposite conclusion. Faced with these conflicting findings, the government has appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas to make a decisive recommendation.

Is there not a better way than burdening a busy minister -- who is not a specialist in the field -- with judging a 1-trillion-baht project? Why not ask the potential users directly, namely the shipping companies currently sailing through the Malacca Strait?

The two conflicting studies were both commissioned by government agencies under different administrations. The first, commissioned by the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC), concluded the LB project was not feasible and would incur financial losses of 121 billion baht. The second, commissioned by the Ministry of Transport (MoT), reached the opposite conclusion, projecting profits of 257 billion baht.

What explains such sharply different outcomes? The key lies in differing pricing assumptions. One study based its pricing on the transit tolls charged by the Panama and Suez canals, while the other appears to have based its pricing on project costs.

Current tolls are around US$55-65 (1,791-2,117 baht) per Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit (TEU) for the Panama Canal and US$70-80 per TEU for the Suez Canal. The MoT study disregarded prevailing market prices and instead assumed a charge of US$126 per TEU. With a much higher transit fee, it is unsurprising the study produced a profitable outcome. But who would be willing to pay such a price?

That is why I would like to suggest the use of "market sounding" to test users' willingness to pay.

Market sounding is a widely used procedure. For readers unfamiliar with the term, one definition describes it as "a strategic process used to gauge interest, feasibility and feedback from potential investors, partners or market participants before formally launching a project or financial transaction".

Simply put, the government appoints a third party to interview potential users about their interest in using the LB. Questions could include: What factors would determine whether they use the LB? What concerns would they have compared with existing sea routes? What is the maximum charge they would be willing to pay? What proportion of their business would pass through the LB?

The information gathered through market sounding can then be incorporated into a financial model to determine whether the project's returns would be sufficiently attractive to investors. If the financial outlook proves attractive, the government could invite investors to bid for the project.

If the LB is found to be financially unattractive, the government would have two options. The first would be to abandon the project altogether. The second would be to subsidise the project so investors could still achieve satisfactory returns.

Such support could be justified if the economic internal rate of return is substantially higher than the financial internal rate of return, reflecting broader economic benefits such as making Thailand a global logistics hub, creating jobs, reducing domestic logistics costs and generating income from industrial estates developed around the LB.

Why do I know about these techniques? Because I spent several years working as a consultant on government infrastructure projects. After retiring from the financial sector due to illness, I became a professional consultant specialising in the economic and financial aspects of project studies.

One of the projects I worked on involved the LB. However, I was neither part of the NESDC consultant team nor the MoT consultant team mentioned above.

My study was commissioned by then-prime minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha. It was presented under the broader Economic Development Plan for Southern Thailand rather than as a standalone LB feasibility study. Consequently, it also examined other development proposals, including the Energy Bridge, a petrochemical complex, Rubber City and high-value tourism projects.

The study concluded that the LB was not financially feasible, estimating losses of more than 100 billion baht. Based on this recommendation, Mr Prayut dropped the proposal from consideration.

My study also used Panama and Suez canals transit tolls as the basis for calculations. There was no logical reason to assume container ships would pay significantly higher tolls merely for a shortcut bypassing the Malacca Strait. Naturally, the possibility of a blockade of the Malacca Strait was not factored into the analysis.

As for the argument that the Malacca Strait is overcrowded and that shipping companies are desperate for alternatives, the study found that alternatives already exist -- namely, the Lombok Strait and the Sunda Strait.

In addition, the Northern Sea Route, or Arctic Route, is also being developed. With global warming and advances in satellite navigation technology, some container ships are already sailing through the Arctic Ocean to Europe in roughly half the usual travelling time.

To illustrate the alternatives to the Strait of Malacca, I have prepared a table comparing the routes -- including the proposed LB -- in terms of time saved or lost, costs, and existing traffic volumes. (See table)

Based on the table, can anyone provide a convincing reason why a modern 10,000-TEU container ship would pay US$1.26 million to use the LB instead of paying around US$40,000 to divert via the Lombok Strait or US$80,000 via the Sunda Strait if the Malacca Strait became too congested or inaccessible?

But who am I to judge? That is precisely why the project requires market sounding to verify its feasibility.

I recently had the opportunity to obtain firsthand information from a respected shipping company that regularly uses the Strait of Malacca. Its candid assessment was that the LB is not an attractive project.

According to the company's estimates, the benefit amounts to only about one day of travel time saved. However, the risks are considerable, ranging from congestion at LB ports and the speed of container transfers between ports to the greatest concern of all -- mishandling of containers, including misrouting, damage or loss.

I personally conducted market sounding for another project I consulted on: the Aircraft Repair and Maintenance Centre. I organised meetings with international investors and potential users to gauge interest in the project, while separately conducting private interviews with Thai Airways.

For the LB, rather than holding a general meeting, I would recommend confidential interviews with the six major shipping companies that regularly use the Malacca Strait. It is crucial that the interviews be conducted by an internationally respected firm that interviewees trust and feel comfortable dealing with. Guarantees of anonymity would also be essential.

And what if no shipping companies are willing to participate? That alone would suggest the LB is not worth their time -- and if that is the case, the Thai government should not waste its own time on the project either.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3262093/ask-shippers-about-the-land-bridge



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Industrial policy ideal for an age of uncertainty								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A general view of the film set of 'Le Testament', directed by Burkina's Adama Rouamba, in a village near Agboville. In the shadow of Nigeria's towering Nollywood and its prolific productions, neighbouring Ivory Coast has been striving to establish itself as an attractive destination for filmmaking on the African continent. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													A general view of the film set of 'Le Testament', directed by Burkina's Adama Rouamba, in a village near Agboville. In the shadow of Nigeria's towering Nollywood and its prolific productions, neighbouring Ivory Coast has been striving to establish itself as an attractive destination for filmmaking on the African continent. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																Industrial policy is back, and with a vengeance. After decades of preaching neoliberalism, Western policymakers and intellectuals have rediscovered the role of the state in economic development.
Even the World Bank has jumped on the bandwagon, conceding that its old advice now has the "practical value of a floppy disk," and that every country should make industrial policy part of its national toolkit.

But swinging from one end of the spectrum to the other is not the same as thinking anew. Much of the hype over industrial policy misses a new reality: today, simultaneous disruptions -- AI, deglobalisation, climate shocks, and geopolitical frictions -- make it harder for policymakers to know which winner to bet on.

In the 20th century, the playbook for late industrialising countries demanded disciplined execution, but at least it was clear: build infrastructure, attract factories, manufacture for export, and climb the value chain.

Today, the path is far less obvious. Moreover, disruptive innovation, by definition, cannot be predicted. By the time policymakers realise which technologies truly matter (such as semiconductors), the train may already have left the station.

Selecting winners is even more difficult among advanced Western economies, because their policy reflects not only the pursuit of competitiveness, but also security concerns. Once the logic of national security takes hold, almost everything can be declared "critical" or "strategic" -- be it semiconductors, electric vehicles, fertiliser, masks, baby formula, painkillers, or even lumber.

The debate is not whether governments should intervene -- most already do. Instead, the real question is: what can governments do when they do not know in advance what will work?

One answer from the World Bank and others is to adapt and experiment. But who could disagree with that? Left unsaid is how exactly governments should enable adaptation.

Ten years ago, in How China Escaped the Poverty Trap, I introduced the concept of "directed improvisation." Governments that rely on this approach do not dictate outcomes or pick winners in advance.

Instead, they act more like the director of an improvised play, or like the programmer of a self-generating computer game. Their job is to create the conditions for bottom-up, spontaneous creation and shape a variety of possibilities by drawing boundaries, defining and rewarding success, and scaling up what works.

My premise is that uncertainty -- all the unknown possibilities, both good and bad -- is distinct from risk, meaning negative outcomes whose probability of occurrence can be calculated and controlled.

Under uncertainty, preselecting outcomes is not only futile but potentially counterproductive, since it may lead governments to miss opportunities that defy their initial expectations. Instead of controlling, governments must exercise influence.

One way to do that is through what I call adaptive policy communication. When faced with a novel challenge, governments can initially issue grey (ambiguous) signals that neither endorse nor prohibit activity. Then, when pilots prove effective, they can endorse them explicitly, while drawing red lines to prevent intolerable risks.

This mechanism can be systematically measured. In a recent study, my co-authors and I used large language models to classify Chinese central policy directives and track how signals have evolved over time and across policy domains.

What we found undercuts the stereotype of China as the Darth Vader of industrial policy -- an omnipresent state that thinks in decades, picks winners, pours in subsidies, and aims to dominate the world.

Consider e-commerce, a major engine of inclusive growth. China now has the world's largest e-commerce industry, accounting for roughly 50% of global sales and generating an estimated 50-70 million jobs.

E-commerce platforms accelerate the sales of countless retailers and manufacturers of consumer goods like lighters, lamps, and socks, none of which matter geopolitically, but all of which are indispensable to modern life--not least in America.

But was e-commerce one of the sectors targeted by the government's Made in China 2025? The first central directive related to e-commerce was issued in 2000, when the State Council referred to "internet information services", defined narrowly as providing information online and designing webpages for fees. Central planners did not foresee the rise of e-commerce.

Nor did the government take a hands-off approach. As the sector grew, the state took notice and adapted its strategy. In 2015, the State Council approved a request from the Zhejiang provincial government to build experimental zones for cross-border e-commerce, urging it to "support bold innovation" and "adjust according to the times." In plain language, this was a green light to scale up an industry that had shown proof of concept, with local authorities lobbying the central government for support.

The lesson for other countries is not that they should copy China. It is that under uncertainty, the challenge for industrial policy is not simply picking winners but discovering them. And once they are discovered, it is essential to tailor support beyond the usual toolkit of tariffs and subsidies. Some of the most effective government support in e-commerce came from policies that encouraged traditional industries to integrate themselves into digital platforms.

China is not the only illustration. Who would have predicted that Nigeria would produce the world's second-largest film industry by volume? Or that fashion, empowered by e-commerce, would become one of Africa's fastest-growing creative industries?

More broadly, many vibrant, creative, digital sectors that are emerging from the bottom up in Africa defy the old industrial-policy vision of foreign-invested factories and industrial parks. Yet through my own research in Nigeria, I found that entrepreneurs in these emerging sectors face obstacles when they seek support to scale up operations. Banks hesitate to lend to those without physical collateral, and technocrats overlook businesses that do not appear "strategic."

In the 21st century, uncertainty -- unknown possibilities -- is not a bug, but a feature. Designing industrial policy under such conditions requires more than pivoting away from neoliberalism. It demands a new way of thinking that I call AIM (adaptive, inclusive, moral) political economy.

AIM challenges a core assumption of top-down planning: that policymakers know the answers in advance. Increasingly, they do not. But this does not mean helplessness. It means crafting meta-institutions that enable discovery and innovation -- which often emerge unexpectedly. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Yuen Yuen Ang is Professor of Political Economy at Johns Hopkins University, where she directs The Polytunity Project.
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																At our recent annual summit on Building Resilience held in Bangkok, I sat across the table from smart people making familiar arguments. The cost is too high. The market is not ready. The supply chain cannot support it. There is no regulation forcing the issue. I have been hearing these arguments for 15 years working in this green building auditing profession. And every year, they become a little harder to defend with a straight face.
The question was framed as a debate. The question is not whether sustainable construction is optional. The question is who still pretend to take sustainability as optional, and for how long.

The cost argument: who pays and who decides?

This was the loudest argument in the room. It always is. And there is nothing wrong with this argument; it is just incomplete.

In our experience across certified projects in Thailand, the upfront cost premium for sustainable construction is less than one percent. That is less than a typical contingency budget line. So, the idea that sustainability is a luxury add-on that breaks project, not supported by what we actually see on real project budgets.

The issue is that cost conversation in this industry almost focuses on upfront construction cost. It never includes lifecycle cost, operational savings, risk-adjusted asset value, or the cost of doing nothing. For examples, energy efficiency measures in Thai commercial buildings can pay back within 3 to 5 years.

According to recent research Will Green Certification Secure Bangkok Office Demand? by JLL Asia Pacific Research, prime green-certified buildings command a 37 percent gross rent premium over the market average in the central business district (CBD) zone in Bangkok in 2024. In the third quatre of 2025, green-certified buildings absorbed over 92,000 square metres of net demand while non-green spaces contracted by 11,000 square metres.

And then there is the cost that rarely appears in budgets: future adaptation. Designed and built today, these buildings have to cope with environment in 2050. Along the way, these structures will also face with external pressure.

For example, Bangkok is sinking by up to two centimetres per year, sits at an average elevation of 1.5 metres above sea level, and the 2011 epic flood and subsequent annual floods caused damage to the structure.

If not enough, heat stress is accelerating, and coastal assets face rising insurance costs and, in some cases, insurability risks driven by location and design.

Retrofitting for climate resilience is more expensive than designing for it from the start, meaning developers who skip it today are effectively deferring unavoidable costs into the future.

World not waiting for Thailand

The international regulatory environment is converging on mandatory sustainability faster than many developers realise. The EU Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive, in force since 2023, requires companies to disclose the sustainability performance of their real estate, which is affecting Thai landlords with European tenants.

Global insurers are withdrawing from or applying significant premiums to climate-exposed assets: coastal properties, flood-prone locations, extreme heat zones. Thailand has all three. As insurance becomes unavailable or prohibitively expensive for non-resilient assets, the business model for conventional construction in vulnerable locations does not just suffer, it breaks.

Not because of regulation but because of market does not offer required insurance policies.

Thai law is starting to move

The Climate Change Act, which will establish carbon pricing, an emissions trading scheme, mandatory reporting, and a carbon tax, is on track to take effect as early as 2027. So, anyone treating the Climate Change Act as a distant abstraction is making a financial bet against Thai policy direction.

What has already lost the optionality argument?

Grade A office space in Bangkok -- the debate is over. International tenant requirements and Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) procurement standards are reshaping the sector. The conversation is now centred on climate resilience.

Hospitality: the most physically exposed sector, yet still uneven in response. International brands have committed to ESG and sustainable design and construction, while Thai-owned and independent hotels skip it and remain the most vulnerable to climate and insurance risk.

Industrial: the fastest-growing sector and increasingly shaped by multinational tenant requirements. Gaps in sustainable industrial supply are already costing Thailand investment to regional competitors moving faster on green standards.

Mid-market residential: where cost pressures are most real and it is where incentives to invest in green infrastructure are not viable.

But it is also where the highest volume is being built, locking in future retrofit costs without adapted policy and financing support.

Where is our professional integrity? The buildings and construction sector accounts for 34 percent of global energy-related CO2 emissions. Thailand is in the middle of one of the region's most significant construction booms.

The decisions being made right now, by investors, developers, consultants, architects, engineers, and lenders, will lock in emissions and climate vulnerability for the next half century.

Every time our industry decides that sustainability is optional, it is making an active choice with compounding consequences.

The window for that conversation is closing. The question is whether we use the time we have left to act or to argue about whether action is necessary while facing the inevitable consequences of climate risk.

Armelle Le Bihan is CEO of GBCE (Green Building Consulting and Engineering).
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																Tomorrow, Vietnam's President To Lam is expected to visit Thailand at a particularly important moment in bilateral relations. The two-day visit comes as Vietnam and Thailand commemorate the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties, which is a milestone that reflects not only the remarkable transformation of bilateral relations but also the increasing strategic relevance of the partnership as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) navigates heightened great-power rivalry, regional instability, and emerging non-traditional security challenges.
Few relationships in Southeast Asia have evolved as dramatically as that between Vietnam and Thailand. Once divided by Cold War tensions and opposing geopolitical alignments, the two countries have gradually transformed their relationship into one of Asean's most dynamic and substantive bilateral partnerships.

A major turning point emerged in the late 1980s when Thai Prime Minister Gen Chatichai Choonhavan advanced the vision of turning Indochina "from a battlefield into a marketplace", signalling Thailand's shift from confrontation towards reconciliation and engagement with its neighbours, including Vietnam.

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations on Aug 6, 1976, Vietnam and Thailand have steadily progressed from cautious engagement to strategic cooperation, culminating in the elevation of ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2025, the highest cooperation framework Vietnam currently offers to its foreign partners.

The upgrading of bilateral relations reflected a convergence of strategic interests, deepening political trust, and growing economic interdependence between two of mainland Southeast Asia's most important economies. Today, both countries increasingly view one another not simply as neighbours, but as indispensable regional partners amid intensifying geopolitical competition and regional fragmentation.

Recent developments, including border tensions between Thailand and Cambodia, cybercrime networks operating across mainland Southeast Asia, and growing maritime security concerns, have further highlighted the need for stronger regional coordination and political trust. For both Hanoi and Bangkok, strengthening bilateral cooperation is becoming not merely a diplomatic option, but a practical strategic necessity.

Political trust remains the foundation of the relationship. The resumption of the Joint Cabinet Retreat mechanism in 2025, after a decade-long interruption, signalled both sides' determination to elevate cooperation to a new level. The visit by the Vietnamese leader is expected to further deepen the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership through concrete initiatives and long-term coordination mechanisms.

Economically, Vietnam and Thailand have become deeply interconnected. Bilateral trade surpassed US$22 billion (716 billion baht) in 2025, making Thailand Vietnam's largest trading partner within Asean. Thai investment in Vietnam has also accelerated rapidly, particularly in energy, retail, logistics, industrial estates, and food processing. Vietnam continues to emerge as one of Southeast Asia's most attractive manufacturing and investment destinations.

Yet the relationship is no longer defined solely by trade figures. Increasingly, both sides are attempting to align their long-term development strategies.

Vietnam's ambitions for industrial modernisation, digital transformation, and green growth complement Thailand's National Strategy 2018-2037 and its efforts to revitalise economic competitiveness under the Thailand 4.0 agenda. Renewable energy, digital economy cooperation, electric vehicles, logistics connectivity, and supply chain resilience are likely to become major pillars of future bilateral cooperation.

Connectivity is another promising area. The growing number of direct flights, expanding tourism flows, and enhanced subregional transport links are bringing the two societies closer together. Both countries also stand to benefit from Thailand's proposed "Six Countries, One Destination" tourism initiative connecting mainland Southeast Asia.

Importantly, Vietnam and Thailand increasingly share common strategic concerns within Asean. Bangkok and Hanoi support Asean centrality and seek to preserve regional stability. Cooperation in Mekong subregional frameworks, maritime security, cybercrime prevention, and other non-traditional security issues is becoming increasingly important.

As middle powers in Southeast Asia, Hanoi and Bangkok recognise that closer coordination strengthens Asean's collective resilience, not only bilateral interests. This coordination is likely to become even more significant as Vietnam prepares to host Apec 2027 and Thailand assumes the Asean chairmanship in 2028, providing both countries with important opportunities to shape regional agendas and reinforce Asean-led multilateral cooperation.

At the same time, Thailand's pursuit of membership in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development reflects Bangkok's broader ambition to strengthen international trade integration, improve governance standards, and attract higher levels of foreign investment, creating additional opportunities for economic coordination between the two countries.

The 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations, therefore, offers an opportunity not merely for celebration, but for strategic reflection. The Comprehensive Strategic Partnership must now move beyond declarations towards practical implementation.

As Southeast Asia navigates an increasingly turbulent geopolitical landscape, stronger Vietnam-Thailand relations will not only benefit the two nations. They may also serve as an important stabilising force for the broader region in the decades ahead.

Dang Trung Dung is a PhD candidate at the International Relations Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, a public research university located in Hanoi, and an administrative unit under the management of Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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																Thailand's household debt reached 86.7% of GDP at the end of 2025, among the highest ratios in Asia. The Bank of Thailand's own data shows that debt for consumption is rising; debt based on income-generating assets such as property or housing loans is contracting. The data reflects bread-and-butter issues and the rising cost of living.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) identifies energy as the third-largest household expense globally after food and housing. When residential energy and transport costs are combined, the poorest households spend over 20% of their income on energy. In Southeast Asia, poorer communities face a high risk from energy price spikes, as energy can account for a large share of overall spending. Indeed, residential electricity is the most exposed to price volatility. In Thailand's case, this volatility is a structural problem. The fuel tariff (Ft), recalculated every four months based on international gas prices, means bills can rise sharply with no warning. When they do, households with no buffer absorb the increase through additional borrowing.

Against that backdrop, consider what a rooftop solar system actually is in financial terms. It is a fixed-cost, yield-generating asset with a productive life of 25 years, running costs close to zero, and a return in the form of reduced electricity bills that begins immediately. The obstacle is access to that financing, a problem the financial system created and can fix.

Why the electricity bill matters to this argument

Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) is currently carrying 35.9 billion baht in accumulated energy costs from advancing subsidies for electricity consumers. When the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) set the May to Aug 2026 tariff at 3.95 baht per unit, it did so by allowing that balance to remain on Egat's books. The alternative would have been 4.59 baht, an 18% increase in a single billing cycle. In response to rising electricity costs and Egat debt, the cabinet introduced two major policies: a new three-tier residential tariff structure, under which households that consume more electricity pay higher rates, and an expansion of the rooftop solar buy-back programme to 500 megawatts under 10-year agreements beginning in June 2026. In effect, the government is nudging higher-consuming households towards investing in rooftop solar systems themselves.

However, this policy may rest on a flawed assumption that high electricity consumption always reflects higher income. In reality, some households consume large amounts of electricity because they run medical equipment at home, operate home-based businesses, or support large families. Many of these households may still struggle financially. More importantly, these policies may do little to help those most burdened by rising electricity costs. The problem is not willingness. It is access to capital.

Who the financial system currently serves

CFNT's 2024 research found that banks typically classify solar installations as home loans. Commercial banks require property collateral. That means renters and young workers are deemed unqualified to obtain loans to install solar panels. Indeed, the Ft on their electricity bill shows they consume electricity on the premises and therefore should be qualified to obtain a loan to offset electricity costs, but the financial system offers them no equivalent route to the asset that would reduce that exposure.

The households with Thailand's highest debt burdens are the same ones the IEA identifies as spending a disproportionate share of income on energy. The financial system fails these households entirely. Reaching them means different solutions for different groups: financing terms for low-income homeowners, and structural fixes for renters and condo tenants who do not own the roof above them.

Five practical steps that do not require new money

First, extending loan tenors from five to seven years to 15 or 20 years, matched to the system's operating life, would bring monthly repayments within the range of electricity savings for many households. This requires no government spending, only product and policy design.

Second, a green loan guarantee facility, through which a government agency backstops unsecured solar lending risk, would extend access to borrowers without property collateral. The Bank of Thailand has the tools to facilitate this, including by reducing risk weights on renewable energy lending from 100% to 50%, a step CFNT and Fair Finance Thailand formally proposed in their Jan 2026 joint whitepaper.

Third, the solar system itself should be recognised as loan collateral, similar to vehicle financing, rather than mortgage top-ups. Fourth, on-bill financing through state electricity utilities such as the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA) and the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA) would allow households to repay solar investments directly through electricity bills, using existing payment histories as a credit profile. The household does not take on new debt, converting a variable recurring cost into a finite, asset-backed one. Fifth, a phased commitment to narrow the gap between the 2.20 baht buy-back rate and the 3.95 baht retail rate raises the return on every residential installation at no fiscal cost to the government, and strengthens the asset-as-collateral case for lenders.

Conclusion

Thailand's household debt problem and Thailand's solar opportunity are not separate conversations. They are the same conversation from different angles. The households most burdened by debt are the same ones most exposed to energy price volatility and least able to access the asset that would reduce it. What remains is the institutional decision to treat a solar panel as what it actually is: not a renovation, not a green gesture, but a practical financial tool for households that have spent long enough paying for energy they will never own.

Nawaphat Junkrajang is senior researcher at CFNT. She holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Carbon Finance from the University of Edinburgh, UK, and a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from the Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University.
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																How well do you know your neighbour? If I were to ask your neighbours about you, what would they say? I am not being nosy, but rather pointing to an important socio-economic factor that many people overlook. Your relationship with your neighbour can save you money, time and more. The investment in neighbourly relationships pays off quietly: less stress, lower costs, safer children, stronger communities. It's nice to be nice (though at times it may not seem so).
Considering that over 60% of Thais live in urban areas, plus those who might be classified as suburban, Ladkrabang, Min Buri, or Thon Buri. Communities can be found in apartment buildings, condominiums, community development, villages, moo baans, projects or similar property developer constructs. Modern housing projects may seem artificial, but human needs are still traditional.

For those living in residential "compounds", community activities can reduce child care costs (more than 25% based on my frugal numbers). In my compound, it is common to see haggard parents driving their kids to various football practice sessions. Now if these parents got together, they and their kids would save time and energy by simply playing football in the neighbourhood. Lower fuel costs. Less driving. Less time on the road. More neighbours know each other. The more children play outside, the more parents trust the environment around them. Parents who have to work can focus on their work, knowing their kids can walk back home and are in a relatively safe environment.

Neighbourhood play and interaction develop skills that are transferable to schools. Kids get time to build authentic relationships. Interacting with different kids helps build confidence, awareness, an understanding of differences and even empathy. Working with these differences at an early age helps kids navigate life overall. So a state school kid gets to learn what the private school kid does and vice versa.

There are social and business opportunities hidden in these interactions, too. For kids, it is the opportunity to learn, grow and interact with people from (usually slightly) different social and economic backgrounds, which leads to greater success in business and work later in life. The academic literature shows that economic mobility increases with socialisation. For parents too, there is the ability to build business contacts, learn about different schools and simply have more relaxed time. I sometimes have great conversations and teaching ideas at the community pool.

While this might not be obvious, being social improves security. Knowing who is who and what they do helps let kids play unsupervised. There is less need for vigilance, which saves on mental strain and real costs.

The proverb "it takes a village to raise a child" is more important today, as that village spirit is reduced; we are seeing the decline in birth rates. Correlation may not be causation, but it indicates a contribution. This is a relationship that is discussed in academic and policy planning spheres. However, at a more pragmatic level, it is not about being friends but about having an understanding and a willingness to work with others close by for a common good. Adults cite the number of problems in society, as well as the expense and hassle of raising kids. What can be done? The solution might be simpler than imagined.

Communities are microcosms of the world, so slow, steady steps. Start with hello. Ask about their day. Some may be transient. Accept that people are fundamentally the same while expressing themselves differently. Set boundaries early. And enjoy the learning experience by simply sharing. Grandparents can help remind us about communal living.

Communities are more than physical; they are social. I have suggested these ideas to my wife, the developers and even some neighbours. But the reluctance is clear. Adults themselves are afraid of doing things differently, interacting and building that new social bond. Parents now have to explain to their kids why their parenting approach is different from others'. Communal interaction means less curation of interacting with the "right" kind of people. There are seemingly negative people whom parents will have to interact with.

Communities are not built by developers alone. They are built slowly through greetings (and even gossip), small favours (flowers/fruits from overhanging foliage), shared spaces (playing in the parks), and ordinary trust. Societies are increasingly defined by isolation and rising costs; perhaps one of the most overlooked investments we can make is simply getting to know the people next door. So, when was the last time you spoke with your neighbour?

Mariano Miguel Carrera, PhD, is a lecturer at the International College at King Mongkut's University of Technology, North Bangkok.
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																Last week, it was bringing e-sports into schools; this week, the Education Ministry is floating the idea of training teachers to produce short educational videos for TikTok.
While the earlier e-sports idea sparked healthy debate, the TikTok campaign invites criticism. Critics say the project runs counter to global efforts to curb social media use. Governments around the world -- including Australia, European countries, and China -- have imposed regulations on mobile phones and other online devices in classrooms to create a safe learning environment free from inappropriate use and distractions, and to encourage greater opportunities for social interaction and physical activity. Having teachers use apps to teach their pupils will make it harder to control the learning process and may further increase students' dependence on mobile devices.

The short educational video initiative on TikTok was unveiled after Education Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong met with TikTok Thailand executives. That raises the question of whether it is appropriate for a minister to enter into agreements with a particular private company regarding national education policy.

It has become a trend for public policies to be shaped after ministers meet and sign MOUs with the private sector. While this may speed up public service delivery, it raises questions about transparency. Lest we forget, Mr Prasert himself -- when he was digital minister -- was investigated by the Department of Special Investigation over the signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (MDES) and Singaporean company Prime Opportunity Fund VCC. The MoU reportedly allowed a private company to access the iris-scan data of 1.2 million Thai people.

Yesterday, Mr Prasert backpedalled by announcing another digital policy. This time, he ordered officials to draw up guidelines to limit students' screen time based on age. He pledged that all state schools will soon have mobile phone regulations and screen-time rules in place. While his digital guardrails are praiseworthy, it is rather shocking to learn that the Education Ministry does not already have a mandatory mobile-use policy.

Make no mistake: digital innovation is part of the classroom, and anyone who mounts a crusade to return education to the analogue era will go nowhere fast. Schools have used digital tools to improve learning experiences and reduce teachers' workloads. Effective education policy is more than buying gadgets and promoting apps -- it must be carefully crafted to harness the benefits of digital innovation while limiting negative outcomes such as reduced concentration, impacts on physical development, cyberbullying, and fraud. The ministry's latest vision falls short. It is hastily conceived and misses the mark.

For example, training teachers to produce educational TikTok clips will neither free them up nor bring them closer to students. State teachers are already burdened with unnecessary paperwork and administrative duties -- in some rural schools, teachers are even required to double as security guards or administrative staff. The Education Minister should address these burdens first.

To be fair, Mr Prasert -- a list-MP from Pheu Thai -- is attempting to digitise an archaic education system. But the era of simply putting tablets and devices in students' hands is long gone; we are now in the era of regulating digital content. The education minister must think anew and act anew.
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																Recently, the world's attention has been focused on the East. At the invitation of President Xi Jinping, general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, US President Donald Trump paid a state visit to China from May 13 to 15. These two major events have once again brought global focus to an important issue -- the Taiwan issue.
I. The Historical Trend of Ethnic Unity and Reunification of the Chinese Nation is Irresistible

In the vibrant spring season of April, the historic meeting between President Xi and Cheng Li-wun, chairperson of the Chinese Kuomintang Party (KMT), sent a powerful note for the unity and reunification of the Chinese nation. President Xi noted that people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait belong to the Chinese nation. It is together -- the Chinese people of all ethnic groups including Taiwan compatriots -- that have built a unified multi-ethnic country, jointly written the splendid history of China, created the brilliant Chinese civilisation, and forged the shared belief that the territory cannot be divided, the country cannot be destabilised, the nation cannot be separated, and the civilisation cannot be interrupted.

During the meeting, President Xi put forward a four-point proposal for advancing cross-Strait relations: first, to forge closer bonds across the Strait by upholding a correct understanding of identity; second, to safeguard the shared homeland through peaceful development; third, to foster the well-being of the people through exchanges and integration; and fourth, to achieve the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through joint efforts. He stressed that no matter how the international landscape or situation across the Strait may evolve, the overarching trend towards the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will not change, and the prevailing momentum for the Chinese on both sides of the Strait to come together will not change. On the basis of the common political foundation of adhering to the 1992 Consensus and opposing "Taiwan independence", we stand ready to work with all political parties in Taiwan, as well as groups and people from all sectors, to strengthen exchanges and dialogue, promote peace across the Strait, pursue the well-being of the people, and strive for national rejuvenation -- holding the future of cross-Strait relations firmly in the hands of the Chinese people.

II. The Taiwan Question is the Bedrock of the Political Foundation of China-US Relations

The Taiwan question was an important topic taken up at latest China-US Summit in Beijing. In a briefing to the press following the meeting, Wang Yi, member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and minister of foreign affairs, stated that China reiterated three fundamental positions. First, the Taiwan question is China's internal affair, and realising complete reunification is an aspiration shared by all sons and daughters of the Chinese nation. Second, the Taiwan question is the most important issue between China and the US. If it is not handled properly, the two countries will have clashes and even conflicts, and the entire relationship will be in great jeopardy. Third, China and the US both agree on the vital importance of safeguarding cross-Strait peace and stability. To ensure this is the case, one must never indulge or support "Taiwan independence". The US side, like the rest of the international community, does not agree with or accept Taiwan's moving towards independence. After returning to the United States, President Trump also expressed that the US side does not wish to go to war over Taiwan. This fully demonstrates that the One-China principle is a global consensus. Any attempt to split China not only finds scant support but also runs counter to the mainstream expectations of the international community.

III. The One-China Principle is an Unchallengeable Iron Law and the Solid Cornerstone of China-Thailand Friendship

Taiwan has been an inalienable part of China's sacred territory since ancient times. From the Cairo Declaration to the Potsdam Proclamation, a series of documents with international legal effect explicitly stipulate that Taiwan shall be restored to China. Furthermore, United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2758 adopted in 1971 affirmed the One-China principle by an overwhelming majority. In official UN documents, Taiwan is consistently referred to as "Taiwan, Province of China".

"China and Thailand are as close as one family." The two countries have weathered half a century of trials and tribulations. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations, successive Thai governments have steadfastly adhered to the One-China policy. In the joint statement issued by the governments of China and Thailand in 2025, Thailand firmly upholds the One-China Policy, recognising the Government of the People's Republic of China as the sole legal government representing the whole of China and Taiwan as an inalienable part of China, and will not support any call for the independence of Taiwan.We highly commend the Thai side for its position in upholding the One-China principle. Facts have proven that adhering to the One-China principle not only safeguards international fairness and justice but also lays a solid foundation for the robust growth of China-Thailand relations.

IV. An Appeal to All Sectors of Thai Society to Uphold the One-China Principle and Support China's Reunification

It is a fact that the mainland and Taiwan both belong to the Chinese nation dating back to ancient times. This represents the true status quo across the Taiwan Strait. "Taiwan independence" is as incompatible with the peace and stability of the Taiwan Strait as fire with water. To maintain peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, one must unequivocally oppose "Taiwan independence" separatist activities. The Chinese side firmly believes Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait have the wisdom and ability to resolve their own affairs. It is our hope to appeal to people of insight from all sectors of Thai society and to the overseas Chinese community in Thailand to join in solidarity.

First, jointly speak in one voice to support the One-China principle. Uphold an objective and just position and fully understand that the Taiwan question is purely China's internal affair which brooks no external interference. Firmly support the Chinese government's stance on the Taiwan question, and resolutely oppose remarks or actions indulging or supporting "Taiwan independence".

Second, jointly oppose secession. Upholding firmly the One-China principle means safeguarding the bottom line of international justice and the basic norms governing international relations, defending peace, prosperity and stability across the Taiwan Strait and supporting a more stable and prosperous future for the Asia-Pacific region.

Third, jointly witness and support the complete reunification of China. Make steadfast promotion and active contribution to the great cause of China's reunification. No matter how turbulent the clouds and winds may be, China must be and will inevitably be reunified.

Zhang Jianwei is Ambassador of the People's Republic of China to the Kingdom of Thailand.
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									Overcharging hurts tourism								
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																A single mishap can be written off as an isolated incident. But when a problem repeatedly occurs across different locations, time and again, the failure is systematic. It indicates an inability -- or an outright unwillingness -- by stakeholders across the operational chain to intervene, driven either by institutional inertia or vested interests.
The systematic failure in question is tourist overcharging, which continues to tarnish the country's reputation. The issue has surged back into the spotlight thanks to the Cullen HateBerry channel, a highly popular YouTube programme featuring Korean content creators Cullen (Park Ki-deuk), Jung Kyung-tae, and Kim In-yeol, alongside Thai influencer Judy, as they explore Thailand's provinces.

In a recent episode, Cullen and Jung stopped for lunch at Bangsaen Beach. To their viewers' dismay, the duo was hit with a 400-baht fee just to use the beach chairs.

As it turns out, while Saensuk Municipality overseeing Bangsaen Beach set the official rate at a maximum of 50 baht per person, it explicitly permits vendors to charge a higher, lump-sum fee for premium sea-view clusters of six or ten chairs.

Although the vendor in the YouTube video later returned some of the money -- claiming a "calculation error" -- the damage was already done.

An online uproar erupted, with countless viewers echoing the same frustration: they, too, had been exploited by this multi-chair layout. By allowing these seating packages, the municipality seems to have inadvertently given operators a legal loophole to take advantage of tourists.

Beyond the questionable policy, the incident has reignited a debate over basic hospitality standards. Many are wondering whether a "sitting fee" is even justified in the first place when visitors are already paying customers ordering food and drinks from the vendors.

Furthermore, should the public beach become private "properties" for the umbrella and beach chair vendors? Are these amenities necessary?

What is even more discouraging is that this is not the first high-profile expose of price gouging at popular tourist spots -- and it likely will not be the last. Just last year, a controversy erupted on this very same channel when a vendor at Damnoen Saduak Floating Market overcharged the duo for a pair of elephant pants.

Other influencers and content creators, both Thai and foreign, have continuously exposed similar undesirable practices, from aggressively hawking goods to charging several thousand baht for short rides.

Following these online storms, authorities routinely issue warnings, but the underlying problem persists.

Ultimately, this systematic failure exposes a massive gap between high-level vision and street-level reality. It is embarrassing for the country to announce an ambitious "New Thailand" tourism strategy touting "value over volume", trust, safety and sustainability, while warnings are widely available online telling visitors to "protect" themselves.

When the advice for travellers to Thailand is to "always check menus", "confirm fares before stepping into vehicles", and probably "verify chair counts before sitting down at Bangsaen Beach", the official marketing to bring in more tourists rings hollow.

True sustainability and quality tourism cannot be built on a shaky foundation where visitors must constantly be on guard against basic services.
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									New movies out this week: May 28-June 3

									Dolph Lundgren, the original He-Man, has a cameo in 'Masters Of The Universe'
								

									10 new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Hokum

Directed by Damian McCarthy.

Who's in it? 

Adam Scott, Peter Coonan and David Wilmot.

What's it about? 

A horror writer visits an Irish inn to scatter his parents' ashes, unaware the property is said to be haunted by a witch.

Why watch it? 

Scott spent nearly three weeks filming alone in a single room, a process he described as emotionally demanding but important for conveying the character's isolation.

[image: ]

Haunted Universities 4

Directed by Chakorn Chaiprecha, Putipong "Tum" Saisikaew, Salinee "Peung" Khemcharas.

What's it about? 

Tales from four regions of Thailand. Stories handed down "from generation to generation" still told to this day: North - Northeast - Central - South.

Why watch it?

Sequel to the hit Haunted Universities 3.

[image: ]

Hodonaku, Owakare desu (Until We Meet Again)

Directed by Takahiro Miki.

Who's in it?

Minami Hamabe, Ren Meguro and Kotone Furukawa.

What's it about? 

Misora Shimizu has failed repeatedly to find a job. By a strange coincidence, she meets funeral planner Reiji Urushibara, who works for funeral company Bando Kaikan. This leads Misora to begin working as an intern at Bando Kaikan. Reiji mentors her, but he is strict with her training and this causes Misora to feel discouraged. Soon, Misora's discouragement turns into admiration for Reiji. His manners and sympathetic actions towards the deceased and the bereaved family impress her. Misora decides to become a funeral planner.

Why watch it?

Adapted from the novel "Hodonaku, Owakare Desu".

[image: ]

Xun Long Jue * Mi Zong (The Legend Hunters)

Directed by Yifan Li and Simon West.

Who's in it? 

Hanyu Zhang, Celina Jade and Wu Jiang.

What's it about? 

Follows a team as they try to raid a tomb made by master tomb raiders. It is set partially in Russia and will involve scenes at Catherine Palace in St. Petersburg.

Why watch it? 

It is based on the novel series "Ghost Blows Out The Light" by Zhang Muye.

[image: ]

Blast

Directed by Subash K. Raj. 

Who's in it? 

Arjun Sarja, Preity Mukhundhan and Abhirami.

What's it about? 

Follows a family trained to protect the powerless who become the most dangerous obstacle of all.

Why watch it? 

A Tamil action family thriller.



 Premieres on May 29

[image: ]

2026 Shinee World VIII The Invert In Cinemas

What's it about? 

A chance to feel Shinee's shining energy up close.



 Premieres on May 31

[image: ]

Sandome no satsujin (The Third Murder)

Directed by Hirokazu Koreeda.

Who's in it?

Masaharu Fukuyama, Koji Yakusho and Suzu Hirose.

What's it about? 

A courtroom drama centred around the murder of a factory president.

Why watch it? 

To write the film, the director consulted with the legal supervisor for one of his previous films, "Like Father, Like Son".



Premieres on June 3

[image: ]

Masters Of The Universe

Directed by Travis Knight.

Who's in it? 

Nicholas Galitzine, Camila Mendes and Idris Elba.

What's it about? 

A young man on Earth discovers a fabulous secret legacy as the prince of an alien planet, and must recover a magic sword and return home to protect his kingdom.

Why watch it? 

The movie rights went from Warner Bros. (2007) to Columbia Pictures (2009), to Netflix (2022) and to Amazon MGM Studios.

[image: ]

Scary Movie

Directed by Michael Tiddes. 

Who's in it?

Regina Hall, Olivia Rose Keegan and Anna Faris.

What's it about? 

Two friends find themselves caught up in mayhem involving killers, monsters and supernatural creatures once again.

Why watch it? 

The longest break in the Scary Movie franchise being 13 years.

[image: ]

Gunche (Colony)

Directed by Yeon Sang-ho. 

Who's in it? 

Jun Ji-hyun, Koo Kyo-hwan and Ji Chang-wook.

What's it about? 

Professor Se Jeong, attends a biotech conference-only to witness it spiral into catastrophe when a rapidly mutating virus is unleashed. As the outbreak spreads and the infected begin to transform, authorities seal off the entire facility. The initial concept for the film centred on emphasising the suspense generated by the constant shifting of roles. 
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									The Evil Lawyer set for June 11 Netflix premiere

									
								

									From the award-winning director of Mad Unicorn comes The Evil Lawyer, a searing legal drama that cracks open Thailand's justice system -- and asks what it really takes to fight for the truth when the system is broken and the odds are stacked against you. The series' global Netflix premiere is scheduled for June 11.
									As Thailand's first courtroom drama of this scale, The Evil Lawyer reimagines courtroom storytelling for a global audience: grounded in deep research into real procedures and cases, laced with dark humour and emotion, and unafraid to confront social wounds, systemic injustices and moral grey zones that shape everyday life.

At the centre is Mek (Nat Kitcharit), an idealistic young lawyer who believes the law should protect the powerless. That belief shatters when he's framed for the murder of the son of Anan (Songsit Roongnophakunsri), a powerful police chief.

Overnight, Mek goes from defending others to fighting for his own life -- and the system he trusted offers him anything but justice.

[image: Songsit Roongnophakunsri plays a powerful police chief. photo:]
Songsit Roongnophakunsri plays a powerful police chief.




Backed into a corner, Mek turns to Jittri (Rhatha Phongam), a fearsome defence lawyer infamous in legal circles as "the evil lawyer". She is known for exploiting loopholes, bending rules, and using any tactic necessary to win.

In the main trailer, she takes Mek's case on one condition: he must work for her. Why would she step in for free? As Mek enters her world -- and the deeper machinery of the courts -- that question becomes the thread that pulls him, and viewers, deeper into the story.

For director Nottapon Boonprakob, The Evil Lawyer is not about tidy answers, but difficult questions.

"We wanted this series to push audiences towards questions with no easy answers -- about the justice system, its loopholes, society and moral boundaries. We want viewers to question what is right and wrong, and why those questions are so difficult, or even impossible, to answer. Rather than resolving those tensions, he adds, the series is designed to leave viewers sitting with them, so that the lack of answers leads to more questions and continuous reflection," Nottapon said.

[image: Rhatha Phongam plays defence lawyer Jittri. photo:]
Rhatha Phongam plays defence lawyer Jittri.




Originating from an idea by producer Songphon Jantharasom and Jakkarin Thepvong, who also serves as co-director and co-writer, The Evil Lawyer later brought on Nottapon as director and co-writer. Developed over several years and built on extensive research, the creative team visited courts regularly, consulted lawyers, judges, prosecutors and NGO workers, and had legal experts review each case in the script to ensure the series' arguments, procedures and loopholes all feel authentic and believable.
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									Eternity in focus at 'Stillness In Bloom'

									
								

									The fleeting beauty of flowers is transformed into eternity through paintings at "Stillness In Bloom", which is running at Maison JE Bangkok until July 12.
									This is the first solo exhibition in Thailand by Taiwanese artist Yu Chuan Chang, who draws inspiration from garlands that are part of Bangkok's daily life, to create contemporary paintings that bridge Eastern and Western art.

His floral works are presented as a "Garland Of Eternity". Each brushstroke and layered application of paint is likened to needle and thread, gently weaving petals together, binding time, emotion and memory onto the canvas.

If the value of garlands lies in the acceptance of decay, the essence of these paintings becomes a gentle act of preserving a moment, holding flowers at their fullest bloom and allowing them to remain within an endless season of beauty without fading.

The artworks reflect the accumulation of Yu Chuan's artistic experiences, shaped by travel, lived experiences and inner exploration, which has gradually paved the way for his own unique code of painting.

[image: Paintings by Yu Chuan Chang. photo: Samatcha Apaisuwan]
Paintings by Yu Chuan Chang.




His creative approach stands out for its blend of traditional Chinese brush techniques and oil paint, allowing the rhythm of each stroke, the flow of colour and emotional expression to significantly shape the composition.

Influenced by Chinese myths and philosophies, his paintings open the door to inner worlds and metaphysics as they explore the relationships between humans, nature and invisible forces.

Over the years, the artist has developed various series of works, depicting flowers, animals, flowers and birds, landscapes, rocks and holy monsters. These series deeply reflect his interest in symbols, myths and nature.

Maison JE Bangkok is on Surawong Road and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 11am to 7pm.

Visit maisonje.com.
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									Feast for the senses

									SIFA 2026 urges audiences to adapt rather than blindly adopt
								

									Last year, I stifled my appetite to avoid missing an acrobatic opening performance for the Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) against the backdrop of noisy hawker stalls at Bedok Town Square. Only when it ended on a high note did I manage to get some food late at night. But this year, my wish was fulfilled. I could try rojak, kaya sandwich, pandan cake and fried laksa noodles in a bento box during an interactive food-themed show.
									"Journalists are always busy working, and sometimes forget to eat," said Chong Tze Chien, who debuts as the new festival director, during lunch the next day at the Arts House. "I think that is what the festival is all about -- to share and have a dialogue."

[image: Makan Culture.]
Makan Culture.




Running for two weeks until the end of this month, SIFA 2026 returns under the theme "Legacy" under his three-year helm. Inspired by the festive spirit of bygone decades, Chong brings back the Festival Village to Empress Lawn to create a community for all. It is packed with shows, installations and parades from dusk to dawn. Night owls and early birds can catch special shows after and before work.

It has lived up to his intention. On the first day, crowds marvelled at the acrobatic feats by performers in Rebecca Lazier and Janet Echelman's Noli Timere. Even after 10pm, they were wide-awake in front of the Wayang Stage cheering when cyborg-like performers in Hothouse's AUTOMATA: Two Weddings & A Rapture climbed out of winding ducts, safe and sound. Free programmes are available to make sure that everybody can experience performing arts.

[image: AUTOMATA: Two Weddings & A Rapture.]
AUTOMATA: Two Weddings & A Rapture.




Bringing together homegrown and international talent, SIFA 2026 invites festivalgoers to confront the weight of the past -- legacy. From food to art and fashion, culture does not emerge from a blank slate. It is inherited, negotiated or subverted. This edition, however, approaches the theme in a playful manner, along with its casual tagline.

Two shows from SIFA's opening weekend prove its funny bent. Created by Jo Tan and directed by Krish Natarajan, Makan Culture makes fun of asymmetrical power relations between the West and Singapore through the lens of something very local -- food. An outdoor pavilion at the Empress Lawn is converted into something between a hawker centre and a stage. When audiences eat and talk, it does recreate a warm community dining atmosphere. When the show starts, Jo introduces herself as a government official who processes grant applications. It is soon clear that she parodies the role of cultural institutions in shaping public taste. Then Dennis Sofian, who plays an unknown artist, opens his dining show. Ellison Tan, who plays a snobbish critic, rises to her feet, questioning if pandan cake should be presented to international audiences. Masturah Oli, who plays a hawker that sells laksa to celebrate her intermarried parents, asks what is wrong with it. Soon, the show within the show descends into a riotous debate.

[image: You Are (Not) What You Eat!.]
You Are (Not) What You Eat!.




At the heart of Makan Culture is a soul-searching question of national identity. Given its colonial past and multicultural background, Singapore is fraught with postcolonial tension between Western culture and local multiculturalism. Ellison flies to study in London to "learn the best by Western standards". She cites Mamma Mia! The Party as an acceptable dining theatre. On the other hand, Dennis and Masturah are vanguards of multiculturalism in Singapore. From pandan cake to rojak, its food culture is a melting pot and symbol of co-existence. Artists use national food to focalise an encounter between "high" and "everyday" cultures. At the end, the highbrow critic admits: "I don't know what my own voice sounds like any more." Singapore should embrace its local, diverse roots rather than blindly inherit cultural legacy.

Inside the Victoria Theatre Atrium, Yang Derong's You Are (Not) What You Eat! continues preoccupation with food. His kaleidoscopic installation presents colourful sculptures of packaged hawker meals to raise awareness of plastic pollution. The use of Singlish term shiok, a pun on the word shock, sets the playful tone for contrasting the beautiful and the ugly. "Enjoy the shiok, but feel the shock beneath it," reads a poster. Derong's advice harks back to his pre-plastic, utopian childhood when people brought aluminium containers to food vendors. His take on ubiquitous plastic explores broader tensions between globalisation and local culture.

[image: Salesman Zhi Si .]
Salesman Zhi Si .




If the question of national identity forms an underlying premise, it entails revisiting, unpacking and challenging historical moments to forge anew. Written by Jeremy Tiang and directed by Danny Yeo, SalesmanZhi Si  reveals a gap in cross-cultural communication. Detailed in his memoir, Arthur Miller's command of the first production of his famous play Death Of A Salesman (1949) in Beijing in 1983 provides inspiration for SalesmanZhi Si . Yet, this edition foregrounds Shen Huihui, a young literature professor, who is asked to interpret for Miller and Chinese performers, and who -- fresh out of the Cultural Revolution that is anti-bourgeois, anti-intellectual and xenophobic -- neither meets a salesman nor fathoms the concept of it.

[image: Tempo. ]
Tempo.




At the heart of this chaotic tale are unintended outcomes of translation. It looms at the outset when local actors put up a misspelt banner that reads "Welcom Miller" to impress the heavyweight playwright. As they get down to work, cultural differences grow acute. Miller complains that the play in Mandarin drags on for four hours -- longer than the original, which highlights different theatrical conventions in America and Beijing. More familiar with clarity, local performers are confused when they are told to step through "imaginary walls" onto a forestage. When male and female performers are told to display intimacy, they do so awkwardly because it flouts customs. Despite staging the same play, these scenes reveal irreducibility of cultural difference between America and China.

When it comes to the interpreter herself, the play draws attention to the complexity of interpretation -- there is no direct equivalent. It is further complicated by the fact that Shen writes a thesis on Miller's works. Given her admiration for Miller, is she trying to impress him by filling in the gap on behalf of local performers?

After landmark success in Beijing, SalesmanZhi Si  came to the Victoria Theatre for the Singapore Festival of Arts (which has evolved into SIFA) in 1986. Four decades later, it returns to the same ground, but restaging at a different time has profound implications. A power struggle emerges when translation fails to assimilate local performers into the logic of the language of power. As theatre in Singapore is a colonial practice dating back to the early 19th century, Tiang and Danny's appropriation of this medium constitutes an act of resistance to the centre. If legacy cannot be inherited without some kind of loss, the message is clear -- it is time to adapt anything passed down on rather than blindly adopt it.

[image: Noli Timere.]
Noli Timere.




Caroline Guiela Nguyen's LACRIMA continues the same tenor on a broader scale. Performed at Singtel Waterfront Theatre, this three-hour epic drama examines the deadly burden of legacy through the lens of high art -- Parisian haute couture. It follows Marion Nicholas, an alcoholic head seamstress with Maison Beliana, who receives a commission to create a wedding dress for the Princess of England in a short span of eight months. Craftspeople who embark on this intricate labour sacrifice everything for the golden opportunity. To me, it is a contemporary retelling of Goethe's Faust, where human artists sell their souls to the Devil in exchange for transcendental power.

Because it is so long and the topic sounds lofty, I did not expect it to be this good. Despite a sluggish start, when it catches fire, it burns audiences to ashes with tension. During an online meeting with the Princess, Marion struggles to keep her unruly daughter under control and fails. I remember sitting transfixed by her emotional breakdown when her husband Julien gaslights her out of envy of her professional success.

Central to this epic drama is the cost of inheriting artistic legacy. Marion lies to a doctor out of fear of being dismissed from the project. As her work and life unravel, she commits suicide. Other craftspeople suffer a similar tragic fate. In Mumbai, Abdul Gani, who fastens roses onto duchesse satin, is diagnosed with blindness due to the backbreaking nature of embroidery. A lacemaker's family is forced to confront the "ghost of Hamlet's father" -- an intergenerational apnoea -- that is caused by the work itself. It draws attention to the beautiful and the ugly in craftsmanship. It takes over 4,500 hours to produce the "pride of ancient Europe" for the Princess of England, who wears it only for 27 minutes.

Directed by Kalle Nio, choreographed by Fernando Melo, and with music composed by Samuli Kosminen, Tempo blends text voiceover and performance into a meditation on time. Staged at the Drama Centre Theatre, it follows performers who experience mishap, such as slipping, falling or stumbling, in slow motion. By doing so, these accidents change rhythm and make time visibly felt. I think of it as Samuel Beckett's Waiting For Godot (1952) only without plot. While LACRIMA builds drama over a long duration, Tempo takes it away to immerse audiences in the flow of time, though it runs the risk of boring them at some point. By defamiliarising time, the production raises awareness of meaningful existence and what kind of legacy we will pass on to the next generation.

"As an artist, I have a kind of privilege that people come to the show, sit in the dark and turn off their phones. I am already in charge of their time," said Melo, who sat opposite me during lunch.

"Time is relative. We can sit and have a good talk. Oh my God, an hour went by. Can I influence how people experience life?"

SIFA 2026 unfolds across various venues and timings in Singapore until Saturday. For a full list of programmes, visit sifa.sg.
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									Bangkok's Ari plays host to ThinkFest 2026

									
								

									Everyone is invited to walk, eat, listen, watch, shop, join workshops and rediscover a new version of themselves in Bangkok's Ari neighbourhood during "ThinkFest 2026 - Everybody Changes", which is running daily from 11am to 9pm, from tomorrow until Sunday.
									Held by the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and Phaya Thai District Office, together with BrandThink and a network of private-sector partners, this "creative hopping festival" invites people to explore Ari from a new perspective.

It's not simply a neighbourhood event but a new model for district-based urban development. Using the creative economy and soft power as key drivers, the festival turns Ari into a pilot area where the public sector, private partners, creators, entrepreneurs and local communities can co-create experiences together.

The festival aims to expand the perception of Ari beyond cafes, restaurants and offices, positioning the district as a creative neighbourhood where every soi has a story, every space offers an experience and every walk can lead to a new discovery.

A wide range of activities can be enjoyed in different ways throughout three days. The "Sauce Tour" will guide visitors through Ari's hidden gems and local favourites. They are encouraged to engage with a self-exploration experience around mental well-being, healing-inspired workshops and talk sessions at White Cloud, Ari Soi 3.

Film and content lovers can look forward to "BrandThink Cinema", which will premiere new titles; while "Tra-Lard By CheezeLooker" will bring the energy of street-fashion communities to sidewalks, street corners, walls and selected spaces across Ari, turning the area into a meeting point for people with style.

After dark, a variety of live performances will be presented at Gump's Ari, in collaboration with leading music labels. Also, get to know Ari more deeply through "Walk Ari By RollingRun", which shifts from the Run Club format into a neighbourhood walk.

To reserve tickets for selected special activities, visit restspace.me/event.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: May 27-June 2

									12 new titles from Apple TV+, HBO Max, Prime Video, Netflix and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Propeller One-Way Night Coach

Premieres on May 29

A young airplane enthusiast, Jeff and his mother embark on a one-way cross-country odyssey to Hollywood, transforming a simple flight into the trip of a lifetime. Between airline meals, charming flight attendants, unexpected stopovers, larger-than-life passengers and a thrilling glimpse at first class, the journey unfolds in moments both magical and unexpected, charting the course for the boy's future.

[image: ]

Star City 

Premieres on May 29

A spin-off of the "For All Mankind" universe, "Star City" takes us back to the key moment in the alt-history retelling of the space race when the Soviet Union became the first nation to put a man on the moon. But this time, we explore the story from behind the Iron Curtain, showing the lives of the cosmonauts, the engineers, and the intelligence officers embedded among them in the Soviet space programme. 



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Spider-Noir

Premieres on May 27

A live-action series based on the Marvel comic "Spider-Man Noir", it tells the story of Ben Reilly, a seasoned, down-on-his-luck private investigator in 30s New York, who is forced to grapple with his past life, following a deeply personal tragedy, as the city's one and only superhero.



HBO / HBO MAX

[image: ]

Anemone

Premieres on May 29 

A gritty, slow-moving drama about a family dealing with the emotional fallout of war and generational trauma.

[image: ]

Gremlins: Secrets Of The Mogwai

Premieres on June 1

An American animated fantasy adventure horror comedy television series. It is a prequel to the 1984 film of the same name and its 1990 first sequel "Gremlins 2: The New Batch" and 2027 second sequel "Gremlins 3". The series is set in 1920s Shanghai, East China and tells the story of how 10-year-old Sam Wing met Gizmo, a young Mogwai.



HGTV

[image: ]

Junk Or Jackpot

Premieres on May 27 

Collectors with homes overrun by toys, dolls and collectibles must decide to sell items for renovations. Bobby helps them sort, appraise and let go of possessions to fund home makeovers.



DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Port Control: Spain

Premieres on May 31

A documentary series highlighting Spanish Security and Customs Services at ports, airports and border crossings.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

A Good Girl's Guide To Murder: Season 2

Premieres on May 27

On the heels of cracking a cold case, Pip now awaits the trial. But a missing friend compels the good-girl-turned-detective to solve another mystery.

[image: ]

Food Truck: Stolen Love...and Moo Deng

Premieres on May 28

A chaotic road trip unfolds as three friends, a runaway Korean boy, and a famous baby hippo turn a Thai food truck into an adventure of comedy, secrets, and the search for family and love. Meanwhile, a young mother is in a race against time to find her missing son. 

[image: ]

Rafa

Premieres on May 29

In this documentary series, one of the greatest tennis players of all time, Rafael Nadal, reflects on his career, legacy and final season on the court.

[image: ]

K-Pops!

Premieres on May 30

Desperate to achieve stardom, an American musician joins a K-pop talent show in Seoul -- only to discover a rising contestant is the son he never knew.

[image: ]

The Rite

Premiering on June 2

An American priest-in-training becomes the reluctant protege of Father Lucas, a veteran exorcist in Rome dealing with a devilish case of possession.
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									lullaboy to perform in Bangkok on July 28

									The 'Hotels & Heartbreaks' tour will be held at Artspace Bantadthong
								

									Indonesian-American singer-songwriter lullaboy will be returning to Thailand, after announcing his second Asia tour, taking place across July and August this year in nine cities. 
									He will be taking his 90-minute show to Artspace Bantadthong on July 28. As part of this tour, lullaboy will make his debut in Tokyo, Seoul and Hong Kong.

[image: ]

The "Hotels & Heartbreaks" tour will also see lullaboy's return to the cities of Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Manila, Bangkok and Taipei, where he completed a sold-out tour last year.

Lullaboy is no stranger to Thailand, having performed here last year on his first Asia tour, and also at Summersonic Bangkok.

The tour marks a bold new era in lullaboy's career, centred around his newly released 12-song album "hotels and heartbreaks". Each show in the nine cities will be 90-minutes-long, featuring reimagined arrangements of the hit songs that earned lullaboy his title as the award-winning healer of the broken-hearted.

With more than 200 million streams, lullaboy transforms vulnerability into music for both sunny days and lonely nights. His music is defined by emotional storytelling and catchy melodies. Blending his love of pop, R&B, emo-rock, folk and gospel, lullaboy invites listeners into his world of real emotions as they search together for answers to love and life, one song at a time.

From studying under YG Entertainment to becoming a guest international songwriter at SM, the Indonesian-American singer-songwriter grew up with relatives in Seoul and eventually graduated from the prestigious Berklee College of Music in 2020.

Based in Singapore, he is Spotify's first Radar playlist cover artist in Singapore. In 2021, he collaborated with Korean artist Junny on a two-song project that also involved JayB, the leader of K-pop group Got7.

In 2022, lullaboy signed his first major label deal with Redrecords, a partnership between Universal Music Group and AirAsia. His first single under the label, "shortcut to heaven", became an instant hit and made waves across Asia, becoming the unofficial soundtrack to the skies.

From studying under YG Entertainment to becoming a guest international songwriter at SM, the Indonesian-American, Singapore-raised songsmith's journey has been anything but ordinary. Graduating from Berklee College of Music in 2020, he became Spotify's first Radar playlist cover artist in Singapore and began releasing his album "chapters of you" one song at a time. The collection showcased 12 different forms of love with "someone like u" making the most significant impact.

[image: ]

In 2023, lullaboy was chosen to close the Taylor Swift Eras Tour afterparty across all six nights of her show and played at his first-ever festival at Good Vibes Malaysia, paving the way for him to play across Asia in Waterbomb Singapore, Sonicbang Thailand and Singapore Grand Prix in 2024, as well as Summersonic Bangkok in 2025. 

In January, lullaboy shared the stage with K-pop stars Minho of Shinee, Highlight and Indonesian Idol runner-up Tiara Andini at the "K-Life & K-Live Indonesia: Hug K-pop Concert" in Jakarta.
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									Acer unveils ultra-light AI laptops to rival MacBook Neo

									
								

									Acer has lifted the curtain on a new generation of featherlight AI laptops designed to tempt mobile professionals away from rivals such as the MacBook Neo, combining striking portability with a growing arsenal of artificial intelligence tools aimed at boosting productivity on the go.
									[image: ]

The refreshed Swift series, unveiled in Thailand last week, centres on three models: the Swift Edge 14 AI, Swift Edge 16 AI and Swift Go 16 AI. Together, they signal Acer's intent to challenge premium ultrabooks by blending sleek design, powerful Intel Core Ultra processors and integrated AI features for daily use.

At first glance, the Swift Edge 14 AI makes its case rather loudly -- or rather, quietly, given how little it weighs. Tipping the scales at under 1kg, the device feels closer to carrying a magazine than a laptop, a fact that frequent travellers, digital nomads and anyone who has trudged through Suvarnabhumi International Airport with a heavy bag will appreciate.

That lightness does not come at the cost of build quality. Acer has used a magnesium-aluminium chassis that feels robust despite its slim profile, offering reassurance that it can survive both daily commutes in Bangkok traffic and the occasional coffee-shop mishap.

[image: Swift Edge 16 AI]
Swift Edge 16 AI
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In comparison with the MacBook Neo -- long a benchmark for portability -- Acer's newcomer appears to have found a sweet spot. While Apple's device continues to excel in ecosystem integration, Acer counters with a broader feature set, including a wider selection of ports and a more aggressive push into on-device AI capabilities. For some users, that could mean fewer adapters and fewer muttered complaints.

The display is another headline feature. Acer has equipped its Edge models with vivid OLED panels offering up to 3K resolution and a 120Hz refresh rate, producing rich colours and fluid visuals that will appeal to both office workers and weekend Netflix fans. In short, spreadsheets by day, streaming by night -- all looking rather better than expected.

Artificial intelligence sits firmly at the centre of Acer's pitch. The new Swift laptops support Copilot+ PC features, enabling tools such as real-time captions, screen recall and automated task assistance. For expats in Thailand, juggling multiple languages or running businesses across borders, that could prove particularly useful -- or at least save a few awkward translation moments.

[image: Swift Edge 14 AI]
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The company has also added its own software touches, including PurifiedVoice and PurifiedView, designed to tidy up video calls by filtering background noise and sharpening visuals. In a city where a conference call can easily compete with motorcycles, street vendors and the odd tropical storm, that is unlikely to go unnoticed.

Performance remains solid across the range, with configurations offering up to 32GB of memory and 1TB of storage, alongside integrated Intel Arc graphics. Battery life is pitched at all-day use, which, in practical terms, should comfortably handle a full work schedule -- though perhaps not an entire binge-watch session without a plug nearby.

For those who prefer a larger screen, the Swift Edge 16 AI provides more room to work without straying too far from the ultra-light ethos, while the Swift Go series aims to deliver similar AI capabilities at a more accessible price point. It is a sensible spread, covering everyone from frequent flyers to home-office regulars.

Still, the race is not entirely one-sided. Some early assessments suggest the Swift Edge 14 AI may lag behind rivals in intensive multi-core workloads, a reminder that extreme slimness often demands compromise. Then again, most users are unlikely to notice unless they spend their evenings compiling code or editing Hollywood movies.

The above Acer laptops are planned to be sold in Thailand in June at a price point of around 20-30,000 baht. Whether it can truly dethrone the MacBook Neo remains to be seen -- but it has certainly made the contest far more interesting, and perhaps a little lighter on the shoulders, as well.

[image: ]
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									Gen Z has discovered park aerobics

									
								

									Going to Lumphini Park at 6pm on a weekday would have seemed deeply uncool three years ago to the demographic now filling it. The aerobics, specifically. The coordinated arm movements, the instructor on a raised platform, the music sitting somewhere between mall PA system and provincial wedding reception. This was, in the taxonomy of Bangkok activities, firmly the territory of a different generation and a different relationship with dignity.
									The crowd showing up now is largely in its mid-twenties to mid-thirties, with a significant contingent that appears to have come straight from an office and changed into matching sets in the car park. Everyone knows the steps, and nobody seems embarrassed. The sessions are free, open to anyone, and happening in a public green space in a city that charges for almost everything else, and they have been filling up at a rate that has attracted enough social media attention to make Lumphini's evening aerobics one of the more discussed lifestyle developments in Bangkok this year.

The moment that crystallised the trend for many people came in early April, when Dada, Miss Grand Kalasin and a Miss Grand Thailand 2026 contestant known for her breakdance-inspired choreography, took to the stage at Lumphini's Smiley Plaza and led the crowd through a session that drew so many people latecomers spilled onto the surrounding areas. The stage itself was a million-baht donation from LINE MAN Wongnai to the BMA, fitted with international-standard lighting and sound equipment, which is an unusual amount of infrastructure to point at a free public aerobics class and also a reasonable indicator of how seriously Bangkok has started taking this. Dada had gone viral weeks earlier for breaking into hip hop moves during the Miss Grand Thailand swimsuit segment while everyone else walked gracefully, and the Lumphini appearance folded her existing fame into something that felt less like a celebrity appearance and more like a natural extension of where the culture already was.

Something has shifted in how Bangkok's younger generation relates to the activities it once considered embarrassing by association. The park aerobics boom is the most visible example, but it sits within a broader pattern: the wet market making a quiet comeback among people who used to find it inconvenient, the temple fair as a genuinely desired Friday night, Thai folk music playing unironically in cafes that would have been spinning something Nordic two years ago. The generation that grew up dismissing these things as provincial or dated has started returning to them.

Part of what is driving this is social media. The aerobics class at Lumphini is extremely good content. Colourful, communal, slightly absurd, and free, which is a combination the algorithm responds to enthusiastically, and the content explanation only goes so far. People are not showing up in their hundreds every evening for a reel. They are showing up because it is fun, because it is social in a way that a gym is not, and because standing in a park moving your body in coordination with a large group of strangers turns out to feel surprisingly good regardless of whether anyone is filming it.

There is also something in the economics of it. Bangkok recently ranked number one city in the world for Gen Z according to Time Out's most recent survey, with 84 percent of young residents reporting happiness with life here and affordability consistently cited as a significant factor. The aerobics class is free, and the park is free, and the growing preference among young Bangkokians for activities that do not require a booking, a membership, or a 200 baht matcha to justify your presence.

What the aerobics trend suggests is less about the activity itself and more about how this generation is starting to relate to Bangkok. The city's young people have spent the better part of a decade orienting themselves around the new, the international, and the aesthetically considered, and there is nothing wrong with any of that, but there is something in the turn toward the park, the free class, the activity their parents already knew about, that reads less like nostalgia and more like reclamation.

The aunties were doing this the whole time, and it took a TikTok to make it cool, and then it turned out it was just good.
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									Auditing the heart

									Filing For Love breathes new life into the traditional K-drama formula by setting  romance against fast-paced investigations
								

									The modern corporate office is a battlefield of spreadsheets, performance reviews and political posturing. But under the clinical hum of fluorescent lights, it is also a breeding ground for secret glances, hushed hallway conversations, and forbidden romances.
									It is this high-stakes, highly confidential world that serves as the backdrop for Filing For Love, the latest South Korean drama to captivate global audiences.

Currently streaming on HBO Max, the 12-episode workplace comedy-romance -- produced by entertainment powerhouses CJ ENM and Studio Dragon -- has quickly evolved from a standard weekly broadcast into a bona fide international obsession.

At first glance, Filing For Love utilises a beloved, time-tested K-drama blueprint: the classic "enemies-to-lovers" narrative. Yet, beneath its glossy, comedic exterior lies a sharp, genre-bending narrative that seamlessly weaves elements of a lighthearted office sitcom with the tension of a corporate thriller.

[image: Shin Hae-sun.]
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Written by Yeon Eun-ho (Crash Course In Romance), created by Yang Hee-seung (A Hundred Memories) and directed by Jamie K Lee (My Dearest Nemesis, Delightfully Deceitful), the series explores the inner workings of Haemu Group's internal audit department -- a division tasked with investigating corporate malpractice, and more dangerously, policing the personal lives of its employees.

The engine driving the show's immense global popularity is the electric chemistry between its two top-tier leads: Shin Hye-sun and Gong Myung. Shin stars as Joo In-ah, the youngest female executive in the company's history.

Characterised as a ruthless, eccentric and uncompromising perfectionist, In-ah rules the audit department with an iron fist, all while harbouring a major personal secret. Opposite her is Gong Myung playing Noh Ki-jun, the handsome, razor-sharp "ace" employee of the elite internal audit team.

The inciting incident of the series occurs when In-ah suddenly, and seemingly without justification, demotes Ki-jun to the internal conduct division, the lowest tier of the department responsible for handling petty workplace scandals and employee complaints.

[image: Gong Myoung.]
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Furious and humiliated, Ki-jun's professional life takes a sharp turn. However, when an anonymous tip alleges that his cold-hearted new boss is secretly involved in an illicit workplace affair of her own, Ki-jun sees the ultimate opportunity for revenge. He launches an under-the-radar investigation to expose her and reclaim his elite status.

Naturally, as he digs deeper, he uncovers her hidden vulnerabilities instead, transforming a bitter professional rivalry into an unexpected corporate alliance, and eventually, a passionate office romance.

For the main cast, stepping into the highly specialised world of corporate audits required a balance of careful preparation and personal instinct. In a recent online Q&A, Gong Myung opened up about how he approached the role of a fallen elite corporate player.

"I relied on insights from friends in the corporate world to help shape my character within an audit team," Gong Myung shared.

"Beyond the research, I focused heavily on Ki-jun's aesthetic -- specifically his wardrobe and how he presents himself. I actually find that his reaction to being demoted is a very accurate reflection of my true character."

This meticulous attention to detail shines through in Ki-jun's portrayal. Even when relegated to investigating minor corporate misconduct, his impeccable wardrobe and unwavering pride highlight the comedic and poignant contrast of his demotion. It is this authentic human touch that elevates Filing For Love above typical office caricatures.

Shin Hye-sun, who has built a formidable reputation as a versatile star performer with hits like Mr. Queen, Welcome To Samdal-ri and Netflix's mystery thriller The Art Of Sarah, brings a layered complexity to Joo In-ah. In-ah could easily have been written as a one-dimensional, icy corporate antagonist. Instead, Shin imbues her with a distinct eccentricity and hidden warmth that audiences slowly discover alongside Ki-jun.

[image: Auditing the heart]


When asked about what sets this series apart from the vast sea of romantic comedies in the Korean entertainment industry, Shin pointed directly to the show's grounded yet fast-paced setting.

"Filing For Love offers a witty take on the hidden realities of corporate life, which I think is what makes the series unique," Shin Hye-sun explained. "Each episode also reveals a new audit case that keeps the storyline engaging."

Gong Myung echoed this sentiment, noting that the show's specific focus breathes new life into the television landscape.

"Focusing on a corporate audit team in a Korean drama feels new and fresh," he added. "The various exciting cases that unfold are part of what gives Filing For Love its charm."

Indeed, the procedural structure of the show -- where the characters must solve a distinct corporate or ethical dilemma each week, keeps the narrative momentum moving at a brisk pace. From exposed expense account fraud to petty workplace sabotages, these cases serve as the perfect catalyst for In-ah and Ki-jun to clash, cooperate and ultimately grow closer.

The success of Filing For Love represents a broader milestone for its producers, demonstrating the evolving diversity of Korean romcoms by delivering fresh, unexpected and unique storytelling formats.

Despite the intense on-screen rivalry and the stressful corporate environment depicted in the scripts, the atmosphere behind the camera was entirely different. The camaraderie among the cast and crew provided a supportive environment that allowed the actors to fully explore their comedic timing.

Recalling his favourite moments from production, Gong Myung fondly remembered a specific location shoot that highlighted the tight-knit bond of the team.

"When we were filming on Jeju Island, I remember being so excited and greeting Kim Jae-uck with a hug," Gong Myung recalled warmly. "That was the kind of relationship and environment that was present on set -- be it among cast or crew -- everyone looked after one another and genuinely supported each other."

That genuine warmth and mutual support translated beautifully onto the screen, creating a palpable comfort between the leads that anchors the show's shifting tones. When asked to distil the essence of Filing For Love into just three words, the two stars perfectly captured the infectious, feel-good energy that has resonated with millions of viewers.

"Fun, refreshing and satisfying," was Shin Hye-sun's definitive description. Meanwhile, Gong Myung chose three equally vibrant words: "Energy, excitement and positivity."

As Filing For Love continues its weekly run on HBO Max across Asia, the stakes are rising, the corporate secrets are unravelling, and the romantic tension between Joo In-ah and Noh Ki-jun is reaching a boiling point. The series has successfully tapped into a universal truth about modern working life, wrapping it in a package of sharp wit, stellar performances and undeniable charm.

Expressing their deep gratitude for the overwhelming wave of international support, the two actors left their global viewers with an enthusiastic message.

"Thank you for all the love you've shown Filing For Love," Shin Hye-sun said. "We hope the series brings some joy to your everyday lives. Please continue streaming Filing For Love on HBO Max!"

"Filing For Love gets more exciting as the story unfolds, so please continue to support the series on HBO Max," Gong Myung promised. "You definitely won't regret it!"
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Malacca Strait Baseline Baseline 27,000
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