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    What to know about the growing opposition to Trump family-linked resort in Albania
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            The fourth consecutive protest in the Albanian capital, Tirana, against a project linked to the Trump family turned violent on Wednesday. Protesters broke through a police cordon, after which police used water cannons to disperse the crowd. (AP Video by Eri Xhabafti)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Protesters hold pink flamingo cutouts during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)]
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[image: Protesters scuffle with police officers blocking a street during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency.(AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)]
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[image: Police officers block a street during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency.(AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)]
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            Police officers block a street during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency.(AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police use a water cannon to disperse protesters during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)]
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                                        TIRANA, Albania (AP) -- A massive coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner, the son-in-law of U.S. President Donald Trump, is facing growing resistance from protesters in Albania.
Police fired water cannon and clashed with protesters on Wednesday in the latest demonstration in the capital, Tirana. 
The government says the development on the Adriatic coast would be transformational for the former communist nation as it seeks to enter the high-end tourism market and pushes for European Union membership. 
But the venture, spanning an abandoned island and a nearby stretch of seafront on Albania's southern coast, has drawn opposition from environmental campaigners and critics of long-time Socialist Prime Minister Edi Rama.

    
Kushner and Ivanka Trump found the site on a barefoot hike
The luxury project has two components: a coastal development in the Narta Lagoon area, which is a wildlife reserve, and a smaller resort on the nearby uninhabited island of Sazan, a communist-era military base.
The planned development of hotels, apartments, villas and a marina is linked to Kushner and Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump.
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In an interview this week with U.S. podcaster David Senra, Ivanka Trump said they discovered the site by accident.
"We were on a friend's boat, and we stopped for a swim. Effectively, that's how we found it," she said. "We swam to the island. We went on a hike, barefoot all the way up to the top, and we were just captivated."
An investment firm linked to Kushner has been granted special investor status by Albanian authorities.



    
        




    




Harsh rule, pristine beaches 
Albania has 450 kilometers (280 miles) of coast that remained largely underdeveloped during decades of harsh communist rule.
Protest groups fear the sections of that pristine coastline could be snapped up by powerful investors. And public anger grew after video showed an activist being dragged by a private security guard while demonstrating at the site.
The development is planned within a nature reserve and one of Albania's most valuable biodiversity areas, a key stopover for migratory birds along the Adriatic coast.

    

    
        
    
Protesters have carried cardboard cut-outs of pink flamingos, one of the protected migratory bird species, at rallies in Tirana.
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Since late May, excavators and other heavy machinery have entered the area, opening access routes, digging into the sand, clearing land among pine trees and installing fencing.
Environmental groups from Albania and elsewhere in Europe condemned the work, with one prominent local group charging that long-protected habitats are being "irreversibly destroyed." 
A multi-billion dollar bonanza?
Albania's state anti-corruption agency has confirmed it opened an investigation related to the project but has not disclosed details. 
The government says the land earmarked for the project is privately owned. But competing claims have emerged questioning the privatization -- a common type of legal dispute. 
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[image: Police use a water cannon to disperse protesters during a demonstration in Tirana, Albania, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, opposing a luxury coastal development project linked to Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump over concerns about environmental impacts and transparency. (AP Photo/Hameraldi Agolli)]
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Rama has committed to the venture, saying it would align with Albania's ambition to become a major global tourism destination.
"Albania should not be a country that fears an extraordinary project like this one, where exceptional partners have come together to invest 4 billion euros ($4.6 billion)," Rama said.

    
He added: "There is no chance for this investment to stop as long as I am here."

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    Protesters in Albania clashed with private security guards at a site where a luxury development project linked to Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner - the daughter and son-in-law of US President Donald Trump - is planned.

                

                
            
        

    


However, the demise of a similar project in Serbia offers a cautionary tale. In November, Serbia's Parliament passed a special law to enable the building of a luxury complex in the capital, Belgrade, to be financed by an investment company linked to Kushner. 
The following month, Serbia's prosecutor for organized crime charged four people, including a government minister, with abuse of office and falsifying of documents to help pave the way for the development. 

Kushner later withdrew from the planned multi-million investment that would have replaced a sprawling bombed-out military complex, a designated heritage zone whose legal protection was lifted by the former officials now on trial. 
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    Suspect who took 10 people hostage in California standoff has been shot and killed, police say
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            A man held 10 people hostage inside a California office building before the FBI shot and killed him early Wednesday.
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            Police say a man barricaded himself inside a bank building in the Southern California city of Bakersfield with an unknown number of people. Officers responding to a call of a bomb threat arrived at the scene around 1 p.m. local time at the Chase Bank building in downtown Bakersfield.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FBI agents respond after a man barricaded himself inside a building with hostages Tuesday, June 2, 2026, in Bakersfield, Calif. (AP Photo/David Dennis)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            FBI agents respond after a man barricaded himself inside a building with hostages Tuesday, June 2, 2026, in Bakersfield, Calif. (AP Photo/David Dennis)
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                                        A man was shot and killed by the FBI early Wednesday after taking 10 school employees hostage inside a Southern California office building and warning that he had strapped explosives to himself and some of the hostages, police said.
Authorities stormed the building in downtown Bakersfield overnight, ending a nearly 16-hour standoff during which the suspect tied up half the hostages, police said.
The hostages -- employees of the Kern County Superintendent of Schools -- were found unharmed inside the building that also houses a bank, Bakersfield Assistant Police Chief Jeremy Blakemore said.
"Throughout the night, their families questioned whether or not they would be seen again but we are very grateful for the outcome," Blakemore said during a news conference Wednesday.
Anthony Scott Searles-Harris, 41, was shot and killed around 4:20 a.m., according to Sid Patel, special agent in charge in the FBI's Sacramento office. Authorities said he was an Army veteran who was dishonorably discharged, had a history of trouble with law enforcement and was a registered sex offender. 

    
Searles-Harris was armed with explosives and barricaded himself within the second floor of the building, where the county's superintendent of schools' office is located, according to law enforcement. Authorities were testing the devices Wednesday, but Patel said they do not appear to be a concern.



    
        




    




One of the hostages was able to communicate with law enforcement using her phone until her battery died, Patel said. She was diabetic and didn't have her medicine so officials knew she was at risk, he said.

    
        
    
"I'm sure there'll be mental scars that they're living with, and we'll have our victim specialist to help them," Patel said.
While authorities declined to discuss details about how they ended the standoff or the motive behind it, Blakemore said some of the demands Searles-Harris made involved asking for materials from an earlier case.

    
"He had concerns related to how his previous case had been handled and what the aftermath of that was, the sentencing and those kinds of things," Blakemore said, without specifying details.
California Department of Justice and court records show Searles-Harris was on the state's sex offender registry due to convictions in 2014 for sexual crimes related to a child under 14 years of age. Those records show he was released from prison in 2018.
Defense attorney Arturo Revelo said he represented Searles-Harris in that case and described him as a disturbed man who believed the government was out to get him. 
He said police asked him to help Tuesday during the hostage situation, but he was never allowed to talk to Searles-Harris and instead had to make two videos saying he was there with the case's documents and would assist him in anyway he could. 
Revelo said he was told that Searles-Harris would let the hostages go in exchange for the documents but he did not see that happen while he was there.
FBI officials said Searles-Harris served about a year in the Army before being dishonorably discharged in 2007 for going AWOL.

    
Court records in Kern County, California, show Searles-Harris filed a petition to prevent domestic violence, and was involved in divorce proceedings that began in 2009 and note a young child, as well as a fight for guardianship years later in which he was listed as an objector. 
During the news conference, Blakemore said he was aware of videos Searles-Harris had apparently posted criticizing the sheriff's office and claiming he was innocent of his previous sex crimes convictions. He said the videos were being reviewed, but the department had no plans to investigate the claims of innocence.
It wasn't clear why Searles-Harris targeted the school district office.
"What unfolded was undoubtedly a terribly frightening and unsettling experience, and the composure our employees demonstrated throughout the 16-hour ordeal was extraordinary," John Mendiburu, the county schools superintendent, said in a statement. 
The standoff began early Tuesday afternoon, when officers responded to a call of a bomb threat at the Chase Bank building, a four-story office building with dark-tinted glass windows in Bakersfield, a city of about 380,000 residents about 100 miles (160 kms) northeast of Los Angeles. 

    
The police department's crisis negotiation team talked with Searles-Harris by phone, and he released two hostages Tuesday.
Authorities evacuated buildings nearby, including City Hall and the police headquarters that are just a block away. 

More than 100 FBI personnel assisted, including two SWAT teams, bomb technicians and crisis negotiation teams, Patel said. A hostage rescue team was deployed from its headquarters on the East Coast, he said.
___
Associated Press writers Rebecca Boone in Boise, Idaho; Kathy McCormack in Concord, New Hampshire; and Claudia Lauer in Philadelphia contributed. 
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    Federal judge pauses sentencing to weigh argument in Wisconsin judge's immigration case conviction




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Milwaukee County Circuit Judge Hannah Dugan leaves the federal courthouse after a hearing in Milwaukee on May 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Manis, File)]
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- A federal judge on Wednesday considered whether to throw out a jury's guilty verdict against former Wisconsin Judge Hannah Dugan, who was convicted of felony obstruction for helping an immigrant evade federal officers.
The case was an early test of how the courts would respond to President Donald Trump's sweeping immigration crackdown.
Dugan had been scheduled to be sentenced on Wednesday, but U.S. District Judge Lynn Adelman postponed the proceedings indefinitely to instead hear arguments about whether to overturn her conviction.
Adelman did not rule from the bench and did not indicate when he might issue a decision. Dugan and attorneys for both sides left the courtroom without commenting to reporters.

    
Former judge's attorney points to a Virginia case
Dugan's attorney Steven Biskupic argued that her conviction was invalid and should be overturned. He said that was necessary because a federal appeals court in April overturned a key Virginia immigration case that the judge and prosecutors had cited in the Dugan case. 
Biskupic argued that based on the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturning that ruling, Dugan was improperly convicted, procedurally, under a certain federal law.
"Our primary argument is this was an invalid theory of conviction," Biskupic said.
In the Virginia case, an immigrant who was in the country illegally was detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents and later escaped. He was recaptured and indicted on a charge of obstructing a pending immigration proceeding.



    
        




    




The federal appeals court found that the ICE action did not constitute a "pending proceeding," as is required under the federal obstruction law.

    
        
    
Dugan's attorneys argue that she should not have been charged because there was no "pending proceeding" against the immigrant in her courtroom being sought by ICE agents, only a warrant filed for his arrest. The filing of a warrant does not constitute a "proceeding" under the law, Biskupic argued. 

    
Prosecutors countered that the facts in the Virginia case are different and don't apply to Dugan's. They also argued that other cases support Dugan's conviction.
"The court should stick with its ruling," said Richard Frohling, acting U.S. attorney for the eastern district of Wisconsin.
In response to a question from the judge, he contended that the appeals court was wrong to overturn the Virginia case. The judge also quizzed Frohling on what constitutes a proceeding under the law and how long it lasts.
"It could be a couple minutes, it could be a couple years," Frohling said. "It all depends on the context."

    
Dugan's sentencing was postponed so the court can hear new arguments
Dugan, 67, faces up to five years in prison after a jury convicted her on Dec. 19. But it is unlikely that Dugan would be sentenced to prison. Federal sentencing guidelines generally call for probation for defendants like her who have no criminal history and are convicted of a nonviolent crime.
She resigned from her position as a Milwaukee County circuit judge two weeks after her conviction amid threats of impeachment from Republican state lawmakers. She had been a judge for nine years.
Dugan was present for Wednesday's arguments but did not speak.
The Trump administration brought the case against Dugan as the president pressed ahead with his sweeping immigration crackdown. Trump's administration and his allies branded Dugan as an activist judge, while Dugan's attorneys said she was being unfairly targeted and argued, unsuccessfully, that she was immune from being charged because she was a judge.
Dugan's case marked the first time that a state judge in Wisconsin went to trial on charges of obstructing immigration agents. She was acquitted of concealing an individual to prevent arrest, a misdemeanor.

    
Dugan helped an immigrant wanted by ICE agents
On April 18, 2025, immigration officers went to the Milwaukee County courthouse after learning Eduardo Flores-Ruiz had reentered the country illegally and was scheduled to appear before Dugan for a hearing in a state battery case.
Dugan confronted agents outside her courtroom and directed them to the chief judge's office because she told them their administrative warrant wasn't sufficient grounds to arrest Flores-Ruiz. 

After the agents left, she led Flores-Ruiz and his attorney out a private jury door. Agents spotted Flores-Ruiz in the corridor, followed him outside and arrested him after a foot chase. A week later, FBI agents arrested Dugan in the courthouse, leading her outside in handcuffs.
Flores-Ruiz was deported in November.
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    House approves war powers resolution to halt military action against Iran in a rebuke of Trump
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            Wednesday's action defied President Donald Trump as a handful of Republicans joined with Democrats to end the three-month-long war. House Speaker Mike Johnson had tried to prevent an outcome that would show the mounting opposition to the war.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., joined by GOP leaders, prepares to talk to reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Speaker of the House Mike Johnson arrives for an early-morning meeting with fellow Republicans at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House for the first time Wednesday approved a war powers resolution that would halt the U.S. military action against Iran, defying President Donald Trump as a handful of Republicans joined with Democrats to end the three-month-long conflict that has reordered politics at home and abroad.
House Speaker Mike Johnson had tried to prevent an outcome that would show the mounting opposition to the war, abruptly shutting down floor action two weeks ago when the resolution was on the verge of approval. But displeasure has only grown as the conflict drags on and as Trump struggles to negotiate a plan for peace.
"Enough is enough," said Rep. Gregory Meeks of New York, the top Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, who led the effort.
"It is time for the president to do the right thing," he said. "The people are tired of suffering because of his war of choice -- suffering at the gas pump, suffering at the supermarkets."

    
The roll call Wednesday was 215-208, but next steps are uncertain. Trump would likely reject any measure from Congress to limit his commander-in-chief authority. Still, the tally, with four Republicans joining Democrats, was a rebuke of the president's war strategy, and cheers erupted in the House chamber.



    
        




    




Opposition to war grows
It's the fourth time the House has tried to curb the U.S. war against Iran. The Senate advanced its own war powers resolution last month when a handful of GOP senators broke ranks with the Republican president in a rare show of political pushback from his party.
Each time Democrats have pushed forward the war powers resolution, the vote tallies have inched higher as political unease with the U.S. war swells. Trump had campaigned for the White House on a promise to end U.S. entanglements abroad and focus more on domestic issues, but the war has shifted attention back to the Middle East.

    
        
    
Johnson insisted Trump is "laser focused" on the domestic front, particularly ahead of the midterm elections that will determine control of Congress. 

    
The speaker said he spent three hours at the White House with the president this week and Trump is calling on allies to help reopen the Strait of Hormuz and resume the flow of commerce.
Since the U.S. joined Israel in launching the Feb. 28 strikes on Iran, Americans have seen gas prices spike at the pumps, adding to inflationary pressure on consumer spending.
Iran has been able to interrupt shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, a vital channel for a large segment of the world's oil, natural gas and related products such as fertilizer. 
"We're working on that final piece," said Johnson, R-La. "The entire world has an interest in the Strait of Hormuz being reopen for commerce. That what he's working on."
While a ceasefire in the conflict was declared in April, it remains uneasy and uncertain. Talks for a more durable end to the fighting have dragged, increasingly complicated by Israel's broadening war with Iran-backed Hezbollah militants in Lebanon. Meanwhile, military strikes between the U.S and Iran continue to flare.

    
Congress exerts its war powers authority
The war powers resolution from the House would not immediately stop the war, but it would provide a symbolic -- if not legal -- step against further military action.
The resolution next goes to the Senate, where four Republican senators last month joined Democrats in advancing a similar measure to curtail the U.S. campaign against Iran. The Senate has yet to take a final vote to approve or reject its own war powers resolution. 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio warned Wednesday at a House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing that the Iranians would think that the administration's "hands are going to be tied" if Congress approved a war powers resolution. He said they would think "we won't be able to do anything to them, so why make a deal?" 
It's not the only action Congress is taking in the national security arena as Democrats, in the minority, work to peel off Republican support for measures beyond the war against Iran. 
The House also voted Wednesday on another Democratic-led effort, a procedural step toward a measure that would authorize U.S. support for Ukraine's military operations as it battles Russia and would help reconstruct the war-torn country. That vote is expected later this week. The House also expected to consider a war powers resolution to block U.S. action in Lebanon. 

    
While Congress has the authority under the Constitution to declare war, the president also has power as the commander in chief to engage in military action, creating a legal dispute over which branch of government has ultimate say in matters of war and peace. If Senate joins the House to approve the resolution, it could set the stage for a fresh legal test of war powers.

Under the war powers act, the White House has a 60-day window to seek approval from Congress for military action. The administration, however, has indicated that because a ceasefire has been declared in the current conflict in Iran, the hostilities have ceased.
___
Associated Press writer Ben Finley contributed to this report.
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                    Politics

    Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent refuses to say whether Trump remains exempt from IRS audits




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent testifies before the Senate Committee on Finance, Wednesday, June 3, 2026 in Washington. (AP Photo/Allison Robbert)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent refused to say Wednesday whether President Donald Trump and his family would still get immunity from IRS audits after the administration abandoned plans for a $1.776 billion compensation fund that would have benefited the president's allies.
"There's continuing litigation, and I'm unable to comment on ongoing litigation," Bessent told lawmakers at the Senate Finance Committee hearing.
It was a frustrating answer for Democratic lawmakers looking to get answers from Bessent at a hearing ostensibly focused on the Treasury Department's budget and came a day after acting Attorney General Todd Blanche seemed to indicate that the portion of the settlement dealing with the IRS audit immunity would still be in effect for the Republican president.
After several failed attempts to get Bessent to answer, Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, D-Nev., said, "It's been very clear you're dodging this and you're trying to use it as an excuse. It's just outrageous on behalf of the American public."

    
The White House referred the Associated Press to Secretary Bessent's comments in response to an inquiry about the status of the settlement. In the Oval Office on Wednesday, Trump did not confirm whether the compensation fund had been scrapped or was simply on hold. "I'd have to ask the lawyers, I don't know," he told reporters. "As far as I'm concerned, it was a beautiful thing," he said.



    
        




    




The administration decided to scrap plans for the compensation fund, which could have included payouts to participants in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol, after bipartisan outrage and a fierce political backlash that threatened to stall key elements of the White House agenda. Still, the status of the IRS immunity deal as part of the controversial settlement crafted to resolve Trump's $10 billion lawsuit against the IRS remained unclear, though Blanche said Tuesday that "nothing has changed" in that regard.

    
        
    
Last week, a federal judge in Florida overseeing Trump's lawsuit against the IRS, who had initially dismissed the case, reopened the case and ordered the president's attorneys to respond to allegations that Trump abandoned his claims to avoid the court's scrutiny of the deal.

    
When she initially dismissed the case, Kathleen Williams, the judge handling the lawsuit, admonished the Justice Department for a lack of transparency and said no agency "submitted any settlement documents nor filed any documents ensuring that the settlement was appropriate where there was an outstanding question as to whether an actual case or controversy existed."
Matt Platkin, a former New Jersey attorney general now at the law firm Platkin LLP, which is representing lawmakers and judges challenging the settlement agreement, called it "one of the greatest scams in American history."
He told The Associated Press that Blanche's testimony on Tuesday over plans to scrap the weaponization fund and grant Trump audit immunity "underscores the need for the court to continue its inquiry in Florida."

    
Lawmakers on Wednesday tried to grill Bessent on the agreement without success.
"Secretary Bessent owes the committee an explanation of what the Treasury knows about the dirty settlement. That's because his department was involved from beginning to end," said Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore.
Wyden asked Bessent: "Does the IRS audit immunity given to Trump, his family, and his businesses still stand?"
Bessent declined to answer, citing the unresolved legal dispute. 
If audits and examinations into the president's taxes were thrown out under the settlement, an untold figure could be wiped from his bill to the federal tax collector. 
Previous reporting from the New York Times and ProPublica shows that a long-standing audit of a technique Trump reportedly used to avoid paying taxes years ago could have resulted in an estimated $100 million bill if the IRS had found wrongdoing.
Even some Republicans expressed concern on Wednesday over the plan to shield Trump from the IRS.
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., speaking to reporters outside the chambers, said, "I don't think any American should have a deal like that."


    
Nina Olson, founder of the Center for Taxpayer Rights, which has sued the Trump administration over IRS disclosures to immigration enforcement, called the settlement "the lowest point for the IRS since the 1970s and President Nixon's efforts to help his friends by trying to stop IRS audits of them and hurting his enemies by urging IRS audits on them."
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                    Sports

    Jalen Brunson scores 30 and Knicks finish on 11-0 run, steal Game 1 from Spurs with 105-95 win




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson motion after a basket against the San Antonio Spurs during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson motion after a basket against the San Antonio Spurs during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) spins as San Antonio Spurs guard Dylan Harper, left, defends during the first half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) spins as San Antonio Spurs guard Dylan Harper, left, defends during the first half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) yells during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) yells during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks guard Mikal Bridges (25) shoots past San Antonio Spurs center Luke Kornet (7) during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            New York Knicks guard Mikal Bridges (25) shoots past San Antonio Spurs center Luke Kornet (7) during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks head coach Mike Brown laughs with center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) during a time out during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            New York Knicks head coach Mike Brown laughs with center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) during a time out during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama and New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) battle for the rebound during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama and New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) battle for the rebound during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) is pressured by San Antonio Spurs guard Dylan Harper (2) during the first half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) looks down as New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) looks towards his bench during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama (1) looks down as New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) looks towards his bench during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks guard Josh Hart (3) steals the ball from San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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            New York Knicks guard Josh Hart (3) steals the ball from San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama tries to shoot against the New York Knicks during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama tries to shoot against the New York Knicks during the second half of Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                        SAN ANTONIO (AP) -- The New York Knicks' winning streak lives on, and they struck first in the NBA Finals.
Jalen Brunson scored 30 points, Karl-Anthony Towns finished with 18 points and 12 rebounds, and the Knicks erased a 14-point second-half deficit to beat the San Antonio Spurs 105-95 in Game 1 of the finals on Wednesday night.
OG Anunoby had 17 points for New York -- which has won 12 consecutive playoff games, the seventh team to have such a streak in NBA history, and is the third to do it in a single season. Brunson scored 13 points in the fourth, only six fewer than San Antonio managed as a team in that quarter, and sealed it with a spinning jumper while falling to the court with 38 seconds left.
"He's a gamer, man," Knicks coach Mike Brown said. "In the biggest moments, he shows up. That's what MVPs are supposed to do."
And the Knicks, who finished on an 11-0 run, made a little more history. They became the first team to beat San Antonio in a Game 1 of the title series -- the Spurs were 6-0 in those -- and this is also the first time the Spurs have trailed a finals before the finish.

    
As far as single-season playoff winning streaks -- Golden State won 15 straight games in the 2017 postseason on its way to the title. San Antonio won 12 straight in 1999 on its way to the title. And now New York has won 12 in a row, with its title status to be determined.



    
        




    




"I think we know what we have to do," Brunson said. "I think we're a pretty together group."

    
        
    
Victor Wembanyama had 26 points and 12 rebounds for the Spurs, but he shot 6 for 21 from the field in his finals debut. Stephon Castle scored 17, while Julian Champagnie and Dylan Harper each had 16 for San Antonio.
"I was bad tonight," Wembanyama said. "It's not more complicated than that."
Game 2 is Friday in San Antonio.
Former San Antonio coach Gregg Popovich was at the game, as he's been for every finals game in Spurs history, albeit watching from a suite and not stomping the San Antonio sideline. The Spurs legends -- David Robinson, Tim Duncan, Manu Ginobili, Bruce Bowen and more -- were there, too.

    
So were Knicks great Patrick Ewing and the world's most recognizable New York fans: Spike Lee, Tracy Morgan, Ben Stiller, Fat Joe, Timothee Chalamet and more. Plenty of non-celeb Knicks fans made the trip as well; Tommy Sherlock, a auto sales manager from Brooklyn, said it cost less for two Game 1 tickets in San Antonio, with hotel and airfare, than Game 3 tickets in New York would have set him back.
"First-class air, too," Sherlock said. "By a lot."
The Knicks led 14-7 early, the Spurs answered with a 20-13 run to go up by 10, the Knicks rallied and the second quarter saw six lead changes before San Antonio took a 55-48 lead into the break.
San Antonio pushed the lead to 14 midway through the third quarter before the Knicks stormed back, finishing the period on a 22-9 run and sending the game into the fourth tied at 76.
New York's lead was eight midway through the final period. Wembanyama made a pair of free throws with 2:16 left to put San Antonio up 95-94, but Brunson made a corner 3 on the next possession to put the Knicks on top for good.

    
"I think we let that one go," Wembanyama said.
San Antonio's run of never trailing the finals had some close calls over the years. The Spurs were tied twice with New Jersey in 2003 finals, tied with Detroit twice in 2005, tied with Miami three times in 2013 -- they lost that series in seven games, so they only trailed when it was over -- and then were tied with the Heat once more in 2014.

It's only 1-0. But the Knicks are only three wins away from their first title in 53 years, and they just took home-court advantage away from San Antonio.
"We have a long way to go," Brunson said.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/nba
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                    Entertainment

    Steven Spielberg on his faith in alien life, the future of the movies and the power of empathy
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            Nearly 50 years after making "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," Steven Spielberg returns to the question of extraterrestrial life with "Disclosure Day." (June 3)
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            As Steven Spielberg returns with new sci-fi movie "Disclosure Day," the director explains why his long-held belief in alien life has turned into a conviction. (June 3)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows director Steven Spielberg, center, on the set of "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)]
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows director Steven Spielberg, center, on the set of "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Josh O'Connor in a scene from "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)]
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows Josh O'Connor in a scene from "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows Emily Blunt in a scene from "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)]
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows Emily Blunt in a scene from "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by Universal Pictures shows director Steven Spielberg, center, with actors Emily Blunt, left, and Wyatt Russell on the set of "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)]
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            This image released by Universal Pictures shows director Steven Spielberg, center, with actors Emily Blunt, left, and Wyatt Russell on the set of "Disclosure Day." (Niko Tavernise/Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A moment early on in "Disclosure Day" will instinctively feel familiar to anyone who grew up with Steven Spielberg films. A TV weather report predicts hail. The camera pans downward, from television set to kitchen table. Plinking sounds begin. Cereal falls into a bowl.
"Those were Froot Loops," Spielberg says, smiling. "My favorite."
Spielberg's latest, like some of his earliest and most beloved films, again concerns what might fall from above. "Disclosure Day," which Universal Pictures releases June 11, returns Hollywood's preeminent big-screen craftsman to one of his most abiding questions: Are we alone?
Coming nearly half a century after "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," "Disclosure Day" is a grand bookend for one of the most cosmically-minded moviemakers of our time, whose dreams of extraterrestrial life have shaped all of ours. It's a distant answer to the final notes of "Close Encounters." But while Spielberg grants his 1977 film was "speculative," "Disclosure Day," he insists, is the real deal.

    
"It's my first film that will be considered science fiction that I do not consider to be science fiction," Spielberg said in a recent interview. "It's much more reflective of the world as it is evolving and discoveries that are being made as we speak."

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    As Steven Spielberg returns with new sci-fi movie "Disclosure Day," the director explains why his long-held belief in alien life has turned into a conviction. (June 3)

                

                
            
        

    




Spielberg, at 79, is trying to revive and reconsider the alien wonder that's long lingered in his mind, from "E.T." to "War of the Worlds." "Disclosure Day," Spielberg's first summer movie in a decade, is already being hailed as one of his best in years. But this time, Spielberg is testing whether he can conjure some of his trademark movie magic less with imagination than with conviction.

    
        
    
"I've been a believer since I made 'Close Encounters' 50 years ago," Spielberg says. "But I would always say: Until I've seen a UAP or a UFO with my own eyes, I'm not going to categorically state that life from out there has come here.
"But I've changed that," he adds. "I'm now willing to change my mind because of the circumstantial evidence which is overwhelming."

    
Aliens again, but different
"Disclosure Day" stars Josh O'Connor as a cybersecurity whistleblower with government evidence, long suppressed, chronicling a history of alien encounters. Guiding him in his escape from a corporate executive (Colin Firth) trying to keep it all under wraps is the disclosure movement's leader (Colman Domingo). Meanwhile, a meteorologist named Margaret Fairchild (Emily Blunt) begins having a mysterious epiphany.
When he first began thinking about the movie, Spielberg called up the screenwriter David Koepp, a longtime collaborator who wrote "Jurassic Park" and "War of the Worlds."
"I said, 'Sure, what's it about?'" recalls Koepp. "And he said, 'Oh, you know, aliens again. But different this time.'"
Spielberg was coming off an unusually long break by his breakneck standards. His 2022 film "The Fabelmans" pulled from his own childhood, dramatizing his parents' painful divorce and his own origins as a filmmaker. Spielberg's first gut-wrenchingly autobiographical movie left him unsure of what was next.

    
"It was the hardest question I ever had to ask myself because there was such completion in resolving so many personal issues that I had never aired in public before 'The Fabelmans,'" Spielberg says.
"I didn't care whether people thought 'The Fabelmans' was just a tale, a yarn, or if they cared that it was all true. I didn't care about that. It was something I did for myself. I always used to say it was $40 million of therapy that I didn't have to pay for. Universal did," he says, laughing.
But Spielberg, having long followed reports of alleged alien encounters, was inspired by the 2023 House Subcommittee on National Security hearing on UAPs: Unidentified Anomalous Phenomena. Among the witnesses was whistleblower and former Air Force intelligence officer David Grusch, who testified that the government concealed a program investigating UAPs. 
The Pentagon then denied it. Yet in April, President Donald Trump said the Pentagon is preparing to release some "very interesting" UFO files.

    
Those 2023 testimonies and others so fueled Spielberg that he produced a 50-page treatment on what would become "Disclosure Day." During the writing process with Koepp, he texted him more notes, he says, "than I've ever sent to anyone in my life."
"There was a period in there where I believe he re-read the script every single day for a year," Koepp says. "We'd be in different time zones and I would wake up to 30 or 35 texts from his most current reading of the script. When the leader of the project has that level of commitment, it tends to bring along everyone. You up your game."

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    Nearly 50 years after making "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," Steven Spielberg returns to the question of extraterrestrial life with "Disclosure Day." (June 3)

                

                
            
        

    



    
Extraterrestrial empathy 
Spielberg has long considered his filmography split in two, between the filmmaker who made "Jaws" and "E.T." and "Raiders of the Lost Ark," and the one who, after 1985's "The Color Purple," was increasingly drawn to darker and more serious material with films like "Schindler's List," "Saving Private Ryan" and "Munich."
"Disclosure Day" is a kind of bridge between both modes of Spielberg -- a thrilling chase movie filled with wonderment that's nevertheless grounded in reality and recent history. And its most ardent message is quite earthbound. Blunt's character's clarity comes from looking people in the eye. As much as it's about aliens, "Disclosure Day" is about empathy.
"I think every movie should have a great emphasis on empathy because empathy sometimes feels like it's in short supply," Spielberg says. "We have it, sometimes we can't use it. Sometimes it's not allowed to be used if you want to stay aligned with your friends and your belief systems. But I think empathy is there for all of us."
"Disclosure Day" opens in a much different movie world than Spielberg's earlier alien adventures. It's one of few big, original studio movies this summer -- a moviegoing season that the "Jaws" filmmaker pioneered. But neither franchise domination, AI nor streaming make Spielberg fret for the future of movies. 
"The audience gives me faith in the movies," says Spielberg. "Even though the numbers are still not pre-COVID level numbers for any films being released now, it's more robust than it has been for many years. The audience gives me belief that people still want to congregate in a dark space in the company of strangers to share an experience of a film made by storytellers. And that gives me faith to continue making films."
Spielberg will turn 80 this December. Around the same age, Martin Scorsese began to frankly ponder how many movies he had left. Spielberg doesn't think the same way.
"I never think about how many more I have," he says. "I'm just hopeful that I will be inspired when something comes along, as I was with 'Disclosure Day,' as I was with 'Fabelmans,' as I was with 'West Side Story.'"
More inspiration is already on the way. Spielberg hopes that his next movie will be a Western. Despite his deep fondness for the genre and an indelible encounter with John Ford, it's one genre that's eluded him.
"I always feel like parts of the 'Raiders' adventure movies are like Westerns," he says. "Whenever Harrison (Ford) was on a horse, it made me wistful for wanting to direct a full Western, a real Western."
Margaret Fairchild in "Disclosure Day" has some echoes with another Spielberg protagonist: Richard Dreyfuss' Roy Neary in "Close Encounters." Both are compelled by a strange force beyond their control. It's a character type that Spielberg, a compulsive movie maker, grants he connects with. "Disclosure Day" is his 35th feature film.

"I identify with characters who aren't afraid of mysterious things happening to them," Spielberg says, "and who are fighting for their survival by trying to discover what they don't know."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/steven-spielberg-disclosure-day-interview-1106f7fcd85aba9debc3b919f2d007cd



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Entertainment

    Wim Wenders pulls 1975 film over nude scene with then-13-year-old Nastassja Kinski




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jury president Wim Wenders speaks at the opening ceremony of the International Film Festival, Berlinale, in Berlin, on Feb. 12, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)]
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[image: West German actress Nastassja Kinski, left, and West German director Wim Wenders appear during a press conference after the screening of "Paris, Texas" at the Film Festival in Cannes on May 19, 1984. (AP Photo/Michel Lipchitz, File)]
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[image: German actress Nastassja Kinski appears during a press conference at the Busan International Film Festival in Busan, South Korea, on Oct. 2, 2015. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)]
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            JAKE COYLE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        German filmmaker Wim Wenders on Wednesday said he has pulled his 1975 movie "The Wrong Move" over a nude scene featuring a then-13-year-old Nastassja Kinski.
Kinski, now 65, has urged Wenders to reedit the film. Last month, she told the German newspaper Sueddeutsche Zeitung: "That was my first film, he was my first director and he didn't protect me."
Wenders, the acclaimed director behind "Paris, Texas" and "Wings of Desire," issued a statement apologizing to Kinski.
"I recognize that Nastassja Kinski should have been better protected back then," Wenders said. "For that, I apologize to you, Nastassja, unreservedly, no ifs and buts."
"The Wrong Move" marked the film debut of Kinski, the daughter of actor Klaus Kinski. It stars Rudiger Vogler as an aspiring writer wandering through Germany. His encounters include an apparently mute teen acrobat played by Kinski, who appears topless in a scene.

    
Wenders said he was "withdrawing it from all current forms of distribution and exhibition," including streaming services and broadcast television. His nonprofit Wim Wenders Foundation owns "The Wrong Move."


The film will remain unavailable, Wenders said, until a mutually agreed upon solution can be found. He said he will seek "a broad dialogue" that includes Kinksi, the German Film Academy and other film groups. 
"It is necessary for our society to find appropriate ways of dealing with controversial film works from the 20th Century and to face new learning processes and inclusive perspectives regarding cinema," said Wenders.

    
        
    
Representatives for Kinski did not immediately respond to The Associated Press' request for comment Wednesday.
At the German Film Awards last week, Wenders spoke about his quandary over the film. Speaking to the audience at Germany's equivalent of the Oscars, Wenders said retroactively editing it "sets a precedent that affects you all, and then it becomes possible with all your films later on." 

    
Kinski would go on to co-star in Wenders' 1984 film "Paris, Texas," but long maintained misgivings about her introduction to the film business. At the ages of 14 and 17, she also appeared nude in the films "To the Devil a Daughter" and "Stay As You Are."

"If I had had somebody to protect me or if I had felt more secure about myself, I would not have accepted certain things. Nudity things," Kinski told W Magazine in 1997. "And inside it was just tearing me apart."
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                    Entertainment

    Whither '60 Minutes'? As turmoil unspools in public, CBS News show's ultimate health is debated




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The "60 Minutes" team, from left, Andy Rooney, Morley Safer, Steve Kroft, Mike Wallace, executive producer Don Hewitt, Lesley Stahl, and Ed Bradley pose at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York celebrating their 25th anniversary, on Nov. 10, 1993. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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[image: This image released by CBS News shows Bari Weiss at the CBS News/Politico reception ahead of the White House correspondents dinner in Washington on April 25, 2026. (Mary Kouw/CBS News via AP)]
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[image: Scott Pelley, anchor of "CBS Evening News," at the CBS Upfront in New York, May 15, 2013. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Against a backdrop of the famous "60 Minutes" stop watch, Don Hewitt, the program's creator and executive producer, reads prepared remarks to reporters during a session on "60 Minutes" during CBS' Winter Press Tour in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles, Jan. 17, 2004. (AP Photo/Rene Macura, File)]
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[image: Dan Rather, center, joined by Harry Reasoner, second from right, and Mike Wallace, right, celebrates his first anniversary as anchorman and managing editor of the CBS Evening News, at a restaurant in New York, March 9, 1982. (AP Photo/Nancy Kaye, File)]
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            JOCELYN NOVECK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "This is '60 Minutes,'" Harry Reasoner announced on Sept. 24, 1968, introducing his new CBS News show alongside fellow correspondent Mike Wallace. "It's kind of a magazine for television."
He added: "We do think this is sort of a new approach."
More than a half-century and 58 seasons later, that same term -- "new approach" -- is being deployed by CBS News leader Bari Weiss to explain her sweeping changes at the most renowned news program in TV history: firing the top producer and two correspondents, among others, and installing a new chief with no TV broadcast experience. Now, one of the show's most famous faces, Scott Pelley, is gone too -- fired after a tense confrontation with bosses.
"We realize, of course, that new approaches are not always instantly accepted," Reasoner said on that night in 1968. And Weiss' "new approach" has been greeted with biting criticism from some corners. Moreover, the turmoil has become a top news story in itself, with competing narratives flying -- none of them flattering to CBS News.

    
The essential question percolating on Wednesday: Where does "60 Minutes" go from here? Can it stop being the story, get back to work and retain its reputation for probing journalism and its legendary success atop the news food chain? Or is its famous ticking timer, as some fear, literally running out?



    
        




    




Is it crumbling, or evolving?
To one prominent analyst of TV news, it seemed Wednesday that something had already evaporated -- if only, perhaps, a long-held perception that "60 Minutes," which manages to be both old-school and pugnacious, was something essentially untouchable.
"My first response is, it started in 1968 -- not a bad run," said Robert Thompson, director of Syracuse University's Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture. "Because it really does look like this is systematically deconstructing what (the show) was."
But, he quickly added: "I don't think we're writing the obituary of '60 Minutes.' I think there's just too much value and voltage built into that brand." 

    
        
    
He felt, though, that there were concerning signs. The show is suddenly down four correspondents. Three have been dismissed, including Pelley, and Anderson Cooper is leaving of his own accord. There have also been unsettling accusations launched by Pelley. "New management has instructed me to inject falsehoods and bias into a politically sensitive story," the correspondent and former evening news anchor contended in a statement Tuesday. "I've been told to include assertions that are unverified." 

    
CBS News denied the charge. "There is no political interference at CBS News, not from ownership, not from Bari Weiss," said a statement from a spokesperson Wednesday night. "The only 'interference' is the normal back and forth between editor and correspondent that happens in every newsroom." 
To Jeff Fager, former executive producer of "60 Minutes" and author of a book on the show, a major deficit will be the loss of Pelley himself.
"I can't imagine running '60 Minutes' without Scott," said Fager, author of "Fifty Years of 60 Minutes: The Inside Story of Television's Most Influential News Broadcast."
"His is the most remarkable body of work in the history of the broadcast," Fager said. "It's hobbled without him."

    
Internal blemishes are suddenly on display
A dizzying week of public airing of dirty laundry continued Wednesday with remarks from Weiss to staff about Pelley's firing -- and Pelley's response to those remarks. In a transcript seen by The Associated Press, Weiss began a morning editorial call by saying she was "only interested in working in a newsroom that is built on trust and mutual respect."
"That foundation was broken on Monday, and despite our attempts to engage with Scott Pelley and to find a way back, unfortunately we weren't able to do so, and so we had to part ways," Weiss said on the call. "We did not want that to happen, but that's the path that he chose."
In short order, Pelley countered with his own lengthy description of their meeting. "Bari Weiss knows what she said is not true," he said in a statement posted by New York Times media reporter Ben Mullin. "In the meeting on Tuesday, in which I was effectively fired, there was no effort to 'find a way back.'"

    
Turmoil had been evident at "60 Minutes" for more than a year, after President Donald Trump sued the show over its editing of a 2024 interview with then-Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris. It became part of a broader upheaval at CBS News after Weiss was named to the new role of editor-in-chief by parent company Paramount late last year following David Ellison's arrival as the network's corporate leader.
Ellison's company, Skydance, merged with CBS parent company Paramount, which later settled the Trump lawsuit for $16 million, angering some at "60 Minutes" -- and indirectly leading to the departure last month of popular CBS late-night host Stephen Colbert, who had called the settlement "a big fat bribe."

    
Discord at the show burst into public view last Thursday, when Weiss and CBS News President Tom Cibrowski announced their changes aimed at "building a show that thrives in the 21st century."
They installed Nick Bilton, a former technology columnist and documentarian, as executive producer, replacing Tanya Simon, a 30-year veteran of the show who'd been in the top job about a year. Also let go were correspondents Sharyn Alfonsi, whose segment about Trump administration deportees in a Salvadoran prison had been abruptly pulled by Weiss before running a month later, and Cecilia Vega.
Four days later, a Monday morning staff meeting exploded into acrimony when Pelley confronted Bilton, saying he had little relevant experience for the job. When Bilton told the meeting that "Bari loves this institution," Pelley countered, according to accounts of recordings: "She's murdering '60 Minutes.' She does not love this place. She was brought in to kill it and she's doing exactly that."
That led to Weiss, Bilton and others calling Pelley in for the Tuesday meeting, after which he was fired. Weiss and Bilton did not answer interview requests Wednesday.
Reaction, though, pinballed across the media industry. "This is David Ellison's '60 Minutes' now," CNN media critic Brian Stelter wrote in his newsletter Wednesday.
Despite statements, the show's direction is uncertain
So what does the future look like for the show? In her staff call Wednesday, Weiss praised some of Pelley's work on recent "unforgettable stories" and promised Bilton would be delivering that kind of work "in season 59 with the amazing team that's still there and hopefully from some new people that are going to be joining us."
There was no word on those additions. A much larger question was whether the disarray at "60 Minutes" would prove, over time, to be more political in nature -- Pelley and others have accused the new leaders of trying to gain favor with the Trump administration -- or more of a generational debate. Weiss and Bilton have presented the changes as necessary to evolve with the times.
Fager, among others, worries about that narrative. The show, he said, has done a good job adapting.
"It hasn't been running in place -- that's such a misunderstanding of the broadcast," he said. "We adapted on a regular basis. Every time there's been a new leader, there has been significant evolution."

He acknowledged that some change and evolution is always necessary. But watching the past week's "new approach" unfold, he remains concerned about the show's overall future.
"I worry about it," he said. "I've always thought it's fragile, and I don't take it for granted."
___
Jocelyn Noveck covers the intersection of media and entertainment for The Associated Press.
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                    Business

    Spanish hotel chain Melia to shutter hotels in Cuba in latest blow to island's tourism sector




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers repair the sign at the Grand Aston Hotel in Havana, Wednesday, June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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                                        HAVANA (AP) -- Spanish hotel chain Melia has joined a growing list of companies with a long-standing presence in Cuba that are withdrawing or limiting their operations on the island after the U.S. announced new sanctions while upholding an oil embargo.
Melia will cease operations at 15 of the 34 hotels it manages on the island, according to state website Cubadebate, dealing a blow to Cuba's vital tourism sector, which has plummeted since its 2018 peak.
The report on Wednesday stated that Melia's decision was based on "a sense of corporate responsibility and external factors that have significantly affected the operation, legality and security of these establishments."
The decision was announced May 26, just weeks after U.S. President Donald Trump signed an executive order expanding sanctions against the island. Most of the sanctions targeted Grupo de Administracion Empresarial S.A., a business conglomerate operated by the Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces, with the U.S. asserting it was a threat to its national security.

    
Melia did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The executive order freezes the assets of foreign companies, seizes their accounts in the United States and prohibits travel by their shareholders, investors and employees-- virtually eliminating their activity in the U.S. financial system.
GAESA, a Cuban conglomerate created in the 1990s, owns a wide range of businesses, from car rentals and retail stores to transportation companies. It is Melia's partner in hotel management through one of its subsidiaries, Gaviota.



    
        




    




Melia deals new blow to Cuba's crumbling tourism sector
Melia is one of Cuba's most important partners in its vital tourism sector. Until its partial withdrawal, it operated some 14,000 rooms.
Spanish and Canadian firms are the biggest investors in Cuba's hotel sector, noted Lee Schlenker, a research associate at the Quincy Institute's Global South program, a Washington think tank.
"With the lack of international tourism, the fuel shortages, and just the broader decline since COVID...I'm sure that these companies will be rethinking their operations in Cuba with major implications for the people of Cuba, not just GAESA," he said. "There are thousands of Cubans who work in these hotels."

    
        
    
Several of the hotels that Melia abandoned in idyllic destinations like the resorts of Varadero, Cayo Santa Maria and Jardines del Rey "were already closed and inactive due to energy problems and the drop in demand in Cuba," according to Cubadebate.

    
Cuba's government has blamed the U.S. energy blockade for prolonged blackouts, water shortages, supply problems, deficiencies in the healthcare system and disruptions in all aspects of daily life.
Those who work in Cuba's crumbling tourism sector lamented Melia's announcement.
"It's going to affect us, our families, and everyone involved in tourism. Our pay and income depend on this," said Erich Lopez, a driver of a green 1950s Dodge who has been driving for two decades to support his family.
For Carlos Luis Carbonel, a 62-year-old parking attendant who works in front of the giant Melia Cohiba hotel in Havana, the situation "is going to be a blow."

    
"This is terrible for everyone: for tour guides, for parking attendants, for hotel workers, for everyone," he said.
Other major hotel chains including Canadian-owned Royalton and Spain's Iberostar have limited or suspended operations in Cuba in the past week.
Tourism in Cuba, which reached a peak of 4.3 million visitors in 2019, saw a significant drop in the number of tourists arriving in the first quarter of this year, 48% lower than in the same period in 2025.
Only 298,000 tourists arrived in Cuba in January, February and March, compared to 573,300 international visitors during the same period last year, according to government data.

    
Cuba struggles to breathe
On Wednesday, the enormous and iconic sign of the Royalton Paseo del Prado hotel at the entrance of Old Havana was removed, as confirmed by The Associated Press during a visit. Meanwhile, the 500-room Iberostar Selection -- also known as Tower K -- the most modern and luxurious of the hotels slated to open in 2025, standing over 150 meters (490 feet) tall, has remained closed for days.
Airlines including World2Fly, Air France and Iberia have canceled flights to and from Cuba.
Also on Wednesday, Cuba's Central Bank announced that Visa and MasterCard operations on the island would be suspended following the termination of relationships between foreign entities and FINCIMEX S.A., a Cuba-based agency affiliated with GAESA.
Last month, Canadian miner Sherritt International Corp. signed a non-binding agreement with Gillon Capital LLC, a family office linked to a former Trump adviser, to sell its stake in a mining business in Cuba.
In late January, Trump threatened tariffs on any country that sells or supplies oil to Cuba, as his administration pressures for a change in its political system and government. The move has deepened a crisis caused by seven decades of U.S. sanctions.


    
While U.S. and Cuban officials held talks earlier this year, tensions have risen. In late May, former President Raul Castro was charged in a U.S. indictment for his alleged role in the downing of two civilian aircraft operated by Miami-based exiles in 1996 in Cuban waters.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                    Science

    NASA declares its Mars Maven spacecraft dead after six months of silence




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NASA shows four-in-one photos of Mars taken by NASA's Maven spacecraft that's been orbiting the red planet since 2014? Maven is no more, NASA just declared it dead. (NASA via AP)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- After six months of radio silence, NASA's Maven spacecraft around Mars has been declared dead. 
The space agency confirmed Wednesday that the mission had ended after more than a decade of observations. 
"The team really did experience the loss of a loved one with the end of the mission here," said NASA project manager Mike Moreau.
Launched in 2013 to study the red planet's atmosphere from orbit, Maven mysteriously fell silent in early December after passing behind Mars. Data indicated the spacecraft went into a fast spin, which disrupted its orbit and drained the onboard batteries. 
A review board convened by NASA earlier this year concluded that the spacecraft is useless and unable to be recovered. It's expected to remain in orbit for another 50 to 100 years before crashing into the planet, posing no issue to other spacecraft until then. An investigation continues into what caused the problem.

    
Besides studying Martian weather and observing a stray interstellar comet last year, Maven helped relay information from NASA's Curiosity and Perseverance rovers on the surface. NASA officials said four other spacecraft around Mars -- two U.S. and two European satellites -- will pick up the slack, with no rover science lost.



    
        




    




"The team is certainly broken up about this, but at the same time we are incredibly proud of the science we've accomplished over the last decade," said Maven's lead scientist, Shannon Curry of the University of Colorado Boulder. 

    
        
    
The spacecraft advanced scientists' understanding of the Martian atmosphere and evolution, Curry said. 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    A diet of royal jelly isn't the only thing that makes a queen bee




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A hive of honeybees on display at the Vermont Beekeeping Supply booth at the annual Vermont Farm Show at the Champlain Valley Expo in Essex Junction, Vt., Jan. 28, 2014. (AP Photo/Andy Duback, File)]
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[image: This 2021 image provided by Kai Wang shows various honeybees. (Kai Wang via AP)]
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[image: Honeybees fill a hive at Golden Angels Apiary in Singers Glen, Va., March 30, 2012. (Michael Reilly/Daily News-Record via AP, File)]
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            ADITHI RAMAKRISHNAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have identified a group of worker honeybees that are specially adapted to build their queen's waxy abode within the hive.
Worker bees perform a myriad of jobs to keep up the hive, including collecting food, nurturing young bees and caring for the queen, who lays all the eggs. New research reveals that the honeybees responsible for crafting the queen's home effectively run a fever to help melt and blend special chemicals into the wax.
"No one had ever thought that there might be a specialized group of workers that were building these queen cells," said bee researcher Julia Bowsher with North Dakota State University, who had no role in the study.
These newly identified bees were younger and also had patterns of expression in their genes that made them uniquely suited to the task. The resulting peanut-shaped home was also distinct in its makeup, as it was made of softer wax with a higher melting point than the kind used to build worker bees' homes.

    
Queens are raised eating royal jelly secreted from the glands of worker bees and scientists have long believed diet was the main key to making a monarch. The new findings, published Wednesday in the journal Nature, suggest that the queen's environment might also play a role.



    
        




    




To test that theory, researchers raised baby queens in cups capped with either queen or worker wax. Despite eating royal jelly, the queens raised in worker wax were smaller and didn't survive as well.

    
        
    
"For centuries, we believed 'you are what you eat' was the only rule for making a queen bee. Our study rewrites that rule to say 'you are where you live, too,'" Kai Wang, a study co-author with the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, said in an email.
The findings offer a rare look inside the hive, but questions remain.
Honeybees pollinate and ensure the survival of crops such as blueberries, squash, watermelon and almonds. Further research is needed to learn more about the secret lives of queen cell-building bees and the exact combination of factors that produce the hive's head honcho.

    
"I would really like to know more about the specific chemical composition of this wax and which active ingredients are directly affecting the growth of the queens," Bowsher said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Radio scans find no alien tech from the latest interstellar comet




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NASA shows the interstellar comet 3I/Atlas captured by the Hubble Space Telescope on Nov. 30, 2025. (NASA, ESA, STScI, D. Jewitt (UCLA), M.-T. Hui (Shanghai Astronomical Observatory), J. DePasquale (STScI) via AP, File)]
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            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- The group leading the charge in the search for extraterrestrial life has given the all clear: An interstellar comet looks to be completely natural and free of any alien tech.
The SETI Institute said Wednesday that extensive radio scans by its telescope in Northern California found no signs of otherworldly technology from our solar system's latest interstellar visitor. 
The object labeled 3I/Atlas was discovered last summer sweeping through our neck of the cosmic woods. Scientists quickly identified it as a comet that migrated from another star, although a few insisted without evidence it might be associated with intelligent life. 
It's only the third known object from a faraway star -- all deemed of natural origin -- to venture into the sun's turf. 
Several NASA spacecraft observed the celestial iceball as it swung past Mars last October, venturing within 19 million miles (30 million kilometers) of the red planet. The closest it ever got to Earth was in December at a whopping 167 million miles (269 million kilometers) away.

    
SETI said it conducted more than seven hours of observations in July soon after the comet was discovered, searching through a wide range of radio signals. The team identified nearly 74 million narrow-band radio signals. 



    
        




    




After accounting for human interference or signals matching the object's movement, only slightly more than 200 signals remained, all of which "traced back to technology on the surface of the Earth or our own Earth-orbiting satellites," according to SETI.

    
        
    
Results were published in the Astronomical Journal. 
These results "show how realistic it is to detect a signal with the technology we have today," co-author Valeria Garcia Lopez of Furman University said a statement. "That is why it is important to keep searching for technosignatures, even from objects we might not expect to have signals."

    
SETI's Sofia Sheikh, the lead author, and her team pointed out that NASA's Voyager spacecraft will one day become extraterrestrial objects in neighboring star systems. Launched in the 1970s, the twin probes are the most distant spacecraft from Earth, drifting in the space between stars. 
"Voyager and similar probes will eventually become interstellar objects in other stellar systems. We thus know that no extrapolation is needed for the idea of interstellar technological objects, as we have a proof by existence," they wrote.
Almost 1 billion miles away now (1.3 billion kilometers) as it makes its way back to interstellar space -- never to return -- the comet is estimated to be within 1,444 feet (440 meters) and 3.5 miles (5.6 kilometers) in size. Scientists suspect it could be as old as 11 billion years, twice as old as the sun.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Lifestyle

    A new kind of date makes personal to-do lists a reason to get together with friends




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Northern Arizona University student Alexia Ruvalcaba works on her computer at Foxtail Coffee Co. in Flagstaff, Ariz. on Monday, April 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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[image: Northern Arizona University roommates Alexia Ruvalcaba, left, Sami Hawkins, center, and Mandi Bluth spend time together at Foxtail Coffee Co. in Flagstaff, Ariz., Monday, April 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Cheyanne Mumphrey)]
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            By 
            CHEYANNE MUMPHREY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) -- Life tasks like paying bills, canceling subscriptions and answering overdue emails are becoming a reason to socialize for friends, couples, roommates and other people who get together for what's known as "admin dates."
The low-pressure gatherings taking place in coffee shops, accommodating bars and private homes are intended to turn tedious and procrastination-inducing adult responsibilities into productive time with a twist. Tackling a personal to-do list alongside others is a double-duty activity that combines the satisfaction of tending to necessary chores with the no less vital work of nurturing relationships.
"You can have both -- getting things done and connecting with people," Thema Bryant, a Pepperdine University psychology professor and past president of the American Psychological Association, said. "At the gym, if I'm taking a group exercise class, I'm less likely to stop in the middle of other people. ... In the same way, admin dates can help with accountability, motivation and connection."

    
Romantic or business partners looking to get on the same page, and club members or volunteers collaborating on a big project also may find admin dates helpful. Experts generally advise against meeting up in this way with regular work colleagues, especially supervisors, because it might add unnecessary pressure or create self-consciousness that's counterproductive to confronting in-box gremlins.
Here's why experts think admin dates have taken off on social media and elsewhere, and some suggestions to keep in mind when organizing one:
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Why doing life together feels good
Spending time with friends and classmates at Northern Arizona University is part of the college experience for 21-year-old roommates Alexia Ruvalcaba, Sami Hawkins and Mandi Bluth, but they say their get-togethers often revolve around everyday responsibilities made more enjoyable with iced white mochas sprinkled with cinnamon.
"Being together helps us get things done," said Ruvalcaba, a junior pursuing a degree in hotel and restaurant management. She says they look for places where other people are working. Usually that's one of the more than dozen coffee shops in Flagstaff, Arizona.
"There's not a single person here that doesn't have a laptop," Ruvalcaba said from a table inside Foxtail Coffee Co., a Flagstaff franchise of the Florida-based chain. "I don't know them, I haven't talked to them, but all the people here are working or studying."

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Dealing with too many uncompleted tasks can feel overwhelming to some people, but whittling away at them in the company of trusted friends or even strangers engrossed in their own screens can clear some of the mental fog and foster a sense of community, said Bryant, the author of a book titled "Matters of the Heart: Healing Your Relationship with Yourself and Those You Love."

    
        
    
One reason admin dates can help with productivity is because of modeling, a theory from behavioral psychology about learning by observing and imitating others, she said. Seeing other people check off items on their agendas can motivate us to do the same, Bryant said.

    
"In some ways, the reward is in community. That social support is a big protector of our mental health," she said. "On the flip side, it can cultivate a sense of joy and connection. So it can be inherently rewarding to be in the company of people that we enjoy, even if we're not doing a fun activity per se, but that presence in and of itself can be healing."

    
What to think about before an admin date
Before taking on tasks as a group, discuss how often and for how long the participants want to meet, what level or kind of social interaction they want to have, and the kind of work they have languishing, experts advise. The latter will influence where an admin date takes place. Some people work best in relative quiet, and some tasks can get noisy or are location-dependent, like grocery shopping or home maintenance.
Creating an emotionally safe and mutually productive environment also will inform who is invited to the event -- again, bosses typically are a poor choice -- and may require establishing some guidelines. Admin dates "are intended to be helpful to everyone," but self-motivated participants sometimes end up coaching others instead of focusing on their own to to-dos, Bryant noted. 

    
Attending an admin date also may require some mental preparation for every person involved. Telling yourself you are disorganized or can't manage to get anything done is a stress response that makes it harder to overcome overwhelm or break out of procrastination mode, said Dr. Aditi Nerurkar, a physician at Harvard Medical School who specializes in mental health.
Nerurkar, who is the author of "The 5 Resets: Rewire Your Brain and Body for Less Stress and More Resilience," said that for individuals with harsh inner critics, having a realistic list of tasks to complete during an admin date and the company of a group can turn down the volume on unhelpful thoughts and make the process more manageable. 

    
The goal, she said, is creating mental space to focus and for the list to "empower you instead of overwhelm you." 
Prioritizing tasks also is important since the social aspect of admin dates can become an excuse to procrastinate. Experts also caution against comparing yourself to other admin date attendees, saying the point is to draw motivation from seeing friends work toward similar goals.
"This is not about a competition. This is very much a collaboration," Nerurkar said.
Don't forget to have fun
Food and beverages figure into most admin dates at some point, so deciding if they will be shared and if so, how the costs will be managed are other factors to consider. Organizers also should determine how participants feel about the consumption of beer, wine or cocktails during an event mixing personal business and pleasure. 
Since admin dates are supposed to be communal, focusing only on tasks that require deep concentration or silence can undercut the social element that makes them appealing in the first place. Even if your to-do list is a mile long, remember to leave room for conversation, life updates and laughs.

To preserve the enjoyment factor, experts encourage admin daters to celebrate themselves and each other. Updated a resume? Put money into savings? Take a break and acknowledge the completion or grab a sweet treat from the coffee shop. Doing so, experts say, increases motivation and confidence.
Bluth says her college friend group used to write each person's tasks on a whiteboard and congratulate each other whenever something got crossed off.
Sometimes the students get off track having too much fun, but "by the end of the day, what we need to do gets done," Hawkins said.
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                    Climate

    Energy, water use and pollution of AI and data centers rival most countries




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Meta's Stanton Springs Data Center is visible Jan. 13, 2026, in Newton County, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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            SETH BORENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The environmental footprint of data centers already rivals some of the world's largest countries, according to a United Nations University report, which also predicts their water and energy use and pollution will double in just four years as use of artificial intelligence grows.
Last year, global data centers used 448 trillion watt-hours of electricity, more than all but 10 countries of the world, said the report issued Wednesday. That electricity use produced about 208 million tons (189 million metric tons) of carbon dioxide, about the same amount as Argentina, and producing that much energy consumed about 1.2 trillion gallons (4.5 trillion liters) of water, according to the report on the environmental consequences of AI's energy use.
By 2030, data centers will account for nearly 3% of the world's projected electricity use, with 935 trillion watt-hours. If data centers were a country, the country would be projected to rank sixth-highest in power use in 2030. That would produce nearly 440 million tons (399 million metric tons) of carbon dioxide, the report said. The study focused on energy use and didn't examine the massive amount of water used to cool data centers.

    
"If you look at these numbers, we're seeing scales comparable to nations," said study co-author Kaveh Madani, a water scientist and director of the United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health in Canada. "The demand is enormous."
Much of the growth of data centers is being driven by AI. About 20% of data centers' energy is currently due to AI, but that should grow to 40% by 2030, the report said.



    
        




    




First global look at ecological impact

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Earth movers prepare a site for a 2.5 million square foot AI data center March 24, 2026, in Independence, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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The report is significant because of the credibility and authority of the U.N., not just because of any one set of eye-popping numbers, said Fengqi You, a Cornell University energy engineering professor who directs the college's AI sustainability issues.
"Its value is that a U.N. institution is putting carbon, water, land, life-cycle impacts and environmental justice into one frame" for an issue that is often shrouded in secrecy and partial disclosures, said You, who was not part of the report.

    
        
    
"The general public should be concerned, but not panicked," he added.

    
Jean Su, director of the Energy Justice Program at the Center for Biological Diversity, said the report is important because it is the first U.N., or even global, report "that shines a light on the environmental harms of AI."
National Artificial Intelligence Association President Caleb Max emphasized how his industry is becoming more efficient and how it benefits the public: "AI is rapidly becoming part of our everyday lives and adding benefits that improve safety, live longer, work more efficiently, enhance food production, and reduce poverty. The evidence is growing daily that the energy return on investment of AI development is transformative for our world and therefore more than worth it."
Josh Levi, president the Data Center Coalition, said the industry takes its environmental impact seriously.
"We remain committed to working with policymakers, local communities, and industry partners to ensure that as data centers grow, they do so responsibly, transparently, and in ways that reflect the best available practices," he said in a statement.
How much energy your query uses and how to trim it

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fans, part of a cooling system, are visible on the roof of a data center April 27, 2026, in Hillsboro, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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Madani, also the winner of the most recent of the Stockholm Water Prize, said the numbers show the environmental cost of AI, which may seem cleaner at first glance than other mechanical devices, such as cars and furnaces, that have visible pollution.

    
"AI is not just a virtual thing. We're talking about something that has physics, something that has real impacts. There is infrastructure there. There is energy that is being used," Madani said. "A lot of hardware is behind all these operations that to us seem very, very clean because we don't see smoke out of our devices. On our cellphone, there is no visible smoke or out of our computer or something. But somewhere else someone is suffering."
People can reduce AI's massive energy appetite by being less polite and more concise in their queries, Madani said. The report found that cutting word use in requests by 30% can reduce energy used by AI by 25%. That would save about the same amount of electricity as what about 700,000 people in Africa use in a year, the report said.

    
"If you're too polite, then that extra 'please' you put there can make a huge difference," Madani said. "You've got to be very precise and be short."
A typical ChatGPT-style query is about 200 times more energy-intensive than the type of basic text classification used in an email spam filter, for example. AI-generated images or video require much more energy.
And the more complicated the AI, the more energy it takes to train or learn. The report said GPT-3 used about 1.3 billion watt-hours to train, but the next version used 50 to 70 billion watt-hours.
But it's not training that really feasts on power, said study co-author Miriam Aczel, a United National University environmental policy researcher. About 90% of the power use of AI comes from operational requests, she said. GPT alone accounts for 2.5 billion prompts a day, she said.

    
Efficiency still means more power use

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Amazon Web Services data center is visible at night Aug. 22, 2024, in Boardman, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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Even though tech advocates can argue that their machines are becoming more efficient, there's a common paradox that finds when things get more efficient, they are used more often and total energy use soars even if individual uses are more efficient, Madani said. While some companies tout the use of renewable energy for data centers, Madani said that means the supply of clean electricity is depleted and thus dirtier energy is used elsewhere.
One of the problems in conducting this study is that many companies and places are not transparent about what data centers and AI are consuming or even where and how big they are, Aczel and Madani said.
"We cannot manage what companies do not disclose," Cornell's You said.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Chinese meat traders roll out Brazil's first deforestation-free beef certification
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Chinese beef traders on Wednesday began a landmark agreement to purchase beef from Brazil that is certified to have been raised in a way that doesn't involve any illegal clearing of forests.
The Beef on Track certification is the first of its kind for Brazilian beef, according to Imaflora, the agriculture and conservation group that provides the certification. China is Brazil's main trading partner and the largest importer of Brazilian beef.
The system rates Brazil's beef supply chains across four tiers, verifying if they are free of illegal deforestation, activity in protected or Indigenous areas and slave-like labor. 
In 2025, more than half of Brazil's beef exports -- 3.1 million tons worth $8.8 billion -- went to China, according to Brazilian government data.
The Tianjin Meat Association, which represents major Chinese meat importers and committed to adopt the certification system in October, has initially committed to purchase at least 50,000 tons of certified beef this year. 

    
From Wednesday, participating companies will begin auditing imports in partnership with a Chinese certification firm. They will then be able to offer zero-deforestation labeled beef to the Chinese market.



    
        




    




Marina Guyot, director of climate and zero deforestation at Imaflora, said that although the certification may initially be seen as a niche tool, it has the potential to scale up and help decouple cattle ranching from deforestation.

    
        
    
"The idea is to create an incentive. A positive tool beyond enforcement and a market mechanism that can recognize the efforts already being made by some producers and expand them as it brings commercial advantages," Guyot said.
Brazil is the world's largest beef producer, accounting for about 20% of global output. But the expansion of cattle ranching in Brazil has come at an environmental cost
Pasture expansion has driven deforestation since the 1980s, particularly in the Amazon, where nearly 40% of the country's pastureland is located.

    
The world's largest rainforest plays a key role in regulating the global climate. Amazon deforestation had fallen after peaking in the 1990s and 2000s, but rose again during former President Jair Bolsonaro's 2019-2022 term, which was widely criticized for weakening environmental protections.
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has pledged to end deforestation by 2030 and has strengthened enforcement policies that helped cut forest loss by 50% over the past four years.
After years of enforcement, Brazilian authorities and major meatpackers signed a landmark agreement in 2009 to hold companies accountable for suppliers linked to deforestation. In 2023, the federal government began developing a national certification system using public databases to track social and environmental impacts across supply chains. The Beef on Track certification builds on those earlier efforts.
Raoni Rajao, who led Brazilian deforestation control from 2023 to 2024 and is a professor of environmental management at the Federal University of Minas Gerais, has focused his research on developing tools to track supply chains.

    
He said that requiring imports to verify the legality of production remains a taboo among diplomats, but has proven effective in Brazil's past. As an example, he noted that when Paraguay agreed in 2024 to check whether cars imported from Brazil had been stolen, it helped reduce theft along the border.
"Why not do the same for illegal deforestation?" Rajao asked. "What's the point of fining and sanctioning properties for deforestation if there's no support on the buyer's side?"
The Brazilian Beef Exporters Association said it is monitoring the certification initiatives but believes any new labels should align with existing systems, avoiding overlaps and requirements for implementation that could create production bottlenecks. 
"The dynamics of the international markets have already been driving meaningful advances in the sustainability of Brazil's cattle sector," the association said in a statement.
--

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    Tools to fight hantavirus show promise despite limited funding. Now researchers hope to continue
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            When a rare but deadly rodent-borne virus struck passengers on a cruise ship and seemed to be spreading, there were no treatments for those who fell ill and no vaccines to protect others. Still, there have been some promising developments. Researchers on Wednesday published a small study suggesting that a drug used for an autoimmune disease may help hantavirus patients fight off the most deadly symptoms. (AP Video: Mauricio Cuevas)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maria Ines Barria, a virologist at the Universidad San Sebastian, works at the university, in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)]
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[image: Maria Ines Barria, a virologist at the Universidad San Sebastian, poses for a picture at the university in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)]
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[image: Maria Ines Barria, a virologist at the Universidad San Sebastian, gives an interview at the university, in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 20, 2026. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)]
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                                        SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) -- When a rare but deadly rodent-borne virus struck passengers on a cruise ship and seemed to be spreading, there were no treatments for those who fell ill and no vaccines to protect others. 
That was the case even though it wasn't a novel germ that the world had never seen before, like the virus that caused the coronavirus pandemic. It was a hantavirus, one of a family of viruses that have been known for decades and are thought to exist around the world. 
Teams of researchers, including in Chile, Argentina and the United States, have long been trying to find and develop drugs and vaccines. But because the viruses are relatively rare and don't spread easily between people, there hasn't been enough sustained investment by governments, global health groups, or drug companies to pay for the extensive safety and efficacy testing needed to make them available. 

    
Still, there have been some promising developments. Researchers on Wednesday published a hint that a drug used for an autoimmune disease may help hantavirus patients fight off the most deadly symptoms.
They and others hope the attention that the cruise ship outbreak brought to the virus -- and concern that hantavirus infections could become more common as a changing climate is expected to increase contact between people and rodents -- may bring new momentum to the hunt. 
"I hope this situation will help us continue our research and strengthen the collaboration between healthcare workers, the community, and the necessary resources," said Dr. Fernando Tortosa of the National University of Rio Negro in Patagonia, Argentina, the study's lead author. 



    
        




    




Different species of hantavirus cause different symptoms
Hantaviruses usually spread when people inhale contaminated residue of rodent droppings. But there are unique species of hantavirus found in different parts of the world that have their own characteristics and can cause different symptoms. 
The Andes virus, the germ behind the cruise ship outbreak, is a particular focus of researchers because it is the only hantavirus thought to be able to spread between people in some cases. And while hantavirus infections are rare, they can be extremely deadly. 
"That is why it is a public health problem," said Maria Ines Barria, a virologist at the Universidad San Sebastian in Chile who studies hantaviruses. 

    
        
    
Three of the 13 likely cases among cruise ship passengers ended in death. Separately, in Chile, the Ministry of Health has confirmed 15 deaths and 42 cases of hantavirus so far this year. Authorities in Argentina have reported 32 deaths and 102 cases since June 2025. In the U.S., 35% of the hantavirus cases since tracking began in 1993 have resulted in death, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

    
The search for treatments to fight the worst symptoms 
In Argentina, researchers are testing whether a treatment for rheumatoid arthritis might help fight hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, a severe infection caused by both the Andes virus and the Sin Nombre virus, a type of hantavirus found in North America. 
The drug tocilizumab tamps down a molecule called IL-6 that triggers damaging inflammation in some autoimmune and other diseases. IL-6 also is a suspect in the inflammatory reaction to the infection, which can rapidly cause lungs to fill with fluid and fail.
Four of five patients in an Argentinian hospital survived after receiving tocilizumab in addition to traditional supportive care for hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, the research team reported in The Lancet Infectious Diseases.

    
The report is unusual, tracking the first people to receive tocilizumab in an ongoing "compassionate use" study -- meaning doctors can use it in patients they deem eligible. Another five who were deemed eligible for tocilizumab but didn't get it and instead received only standard care died. Two worsened too quickly and the hospital lacked supply for the others, the researchers reported.
The research team cautioned that the five patients who didn't receive the drug were sicker and older than those who did. Still, they said tocilizumab warrants further investigation.

    
Efforts to stop hantavirus have also shown promise
Barria's team, which includes Chilean scientists, researchers from the U.S. National Institutes of Health's Rocky Mountain Laboratories and the Robert Koch Institute in Germany, is working on another approach -- using cloned antibodies from hantavirus survivors to fend off infections. The team published research in 2018 showing the approach worked in animals, but they were not able to get funding to continue with human trials, in part because resources were diverted to fight the coronavirus pandemic. 
"We are truly at the forefront, at a very important stage of moving to the next phase," Barria said. 
Several other groups, including at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine and the Vanderbilt Center for Antibody Therapeutics, are also working on antibody treatments. 
Vaccines against so-called Old World hantaviruses have been developed and used, though the World Health Organization says there are no current licensed hantavirus vaccines. But there are new vaccines in the works, including ones aimed to fight the Andes virus. A team lead by Jay Hooper of the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases, is working on a vaccine that has successfully generated antibodies against the virus in early-stage human trials, according to a study the team published in 2020. 

    
Hantavirus treatments and vaccines have many hurdles still to clear
Dr. Paul Bollyky, an infectious disease doctor and researcher at Stanford Medical Center in California, said attracting and sustaining the support needed to produce vaccines and treatments is extremely difficult for rare diseases like hantavirus. 
For one, labs typically don't have what Bollyky calls the necessary machinery they need to test and validate vaccines and treatments for rare infections. Also, because hantavirus outbreaks are so sporadic and unpredictable, that virus is much harder to study compared with a common germ that regularly circulates, such as the flu. 
"That also makes clinical trials in this space super difficult because of the number of people you would have to immunize to protect against one infection," he said. "It's just impractical." 
And it means there might not be a large or steady market for a vaccine or treatment, because it would be hard to know who is going to be exposed, and when. 
Still, it frustrates researchers and doctors who know there are potential treatments that, with enough sustained investment, could be helping people now. 
"What happened was a tragedy, but it can happen not only with this but also other diseases," Tortosa said, referring to the cruise ship outbreak. 
___
Montoya Bryan reported from Albuquerque, New Mexico. AP Medical Writer Lauran Neergaard in Washington contributed to this story.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Lifestyle

    Once the preserve of elite chefs, sushi-making can be fun




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo shows a small handful of rice that a person starts with when making sushi at a lesson for novices in Tokyo, on May 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- No food says Japan more than sushi. But few people make it themselves, even Japanese.
The art of making sushi traditionally meant decades-long training to become a master. But times are changing. Now, just about anyone can enjoy it.
"There is no sushi that tastes better than the ones you make yourself," said Tsuneo Suzuki, a chef and 45-year veteran. 
He gives sushi-making demonstrations and courses at special events, and teaches at the Tokyo Sushi School in the city's downtown. The school's classes attract people from around the world, some of whom go on to open their own sushi restaurants.

    
Tuna sushi's got depth

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brittany Nevins and her husband Kevin, both from Erlander, Ky., try making sushi for the first time with a sushi master in Tokyo, on May 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)]
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Making sushi is not easy, but surprisingly not as hopeless as it might seem for students who followed Suzuki's step-by-step instructions in one recent class in Tokyo. Their resulting seafood sushi did not crumble to the touch. It looked quite professional, really, and tasted great.
One eager learner was Daniel Nevins, a heavy equipment mechanic from Erlanger, Kentucky, who was turning out pretty perfect sushi, although he had never done it before.



    
        




    




"Very informative," he said, with a plate of several sushi he had just made. "It went very well." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The pieces of sushi that just got made by Tsuneo Suzuki, a master sushi chef, are lined up on a plate at a class for beginners in Tokyo, on May 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)]
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His wife, Brittany, a cook, had dreamed of visiting Japan since she was 13. "Learning a different culture's food is really exciting," she said.
Asked what kind of sushi is most challenging to make, Suzuki answered thoughtfully, "Tuna. Tuna is deep."
Here are some general instructions for making seafood sushi yourself:

    
        
    
Ingredients
Cooked white rice, flavored with a bit of vinegar to give it a slight tang
A dash of sugar and salt
Sliced raw seafood, like tuna, squid, salmon, mackerel, yellowtail
Wasabi mustard
Soy sauce for dipping
Note: Although strictly speaking there is a special way to slice fish for sushi, it's OK to use the pieces cut for sashimi, available in some Japanese-style groceries. Or if you are brave, cut the fish into thumb-size, sushi-like slices yourself.

    
Directions
-- Take a bit of the cooked rice, flavored with a bit of vinegar, sugar and salt, in your hand, being careful to keep the rice fluffy. Shape it gently into a piece about the size of a golf ball, keeping it in one hand. Do not roll the rice with both hands, like playing with clay. This will get you instantly fired at a traditional sushi outlet. 

    
        
    
-- Keeping the rice cuddled gently in your right hand, put a bit of seafood -- a piece of shrimp or raw tuna or salmon -- flat vertically on your left palm.
-- With a finger, put a dab of wasabi mustard at the center of the seafood slice while still keeping the rice in your palm. Place the ball of rice on the seafood slice, and squish the rice slightly, but not too hard, using your fingers to keep the rice in shape so it sits nicely on the seafood.

-- Then, turn the sushi gently so the seafood is on top and the rice on the bottom. You're allowed to use your fingers, cupping the concoction in your palm. Then, take your forefinger and softly tap the sushi a couple of times on top. That helps shape it.

    
        
    
-- Turn the sushi clockwise on your palm. Place it on a plate, leaving room to line up more sushi pieces.
-- Serve with a separate small plate of soy sauce for dipping. 
___
Yuri Kageyama is on Threads: https://www.threads.com/@yurikageyama
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                    Religion

    Washington archbishop removes priest as exorcist after comments on UFOs and demons




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Cardinal Robert McElroy of Washington attends a press conference at the North American College in Rome, Friday, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia,File)]
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                                        The Catholic archbishop of Washington, D.C., Cardinal Robert McElroy, on Wednesday removed a well-known priest as an exorcist of the archdiocese after he made public comments suggesting that UFO sightings were the work of demons.
McElroy said the archdiocese also was cutting ties with the St. Michael Center for Spiritual Renewal, a Washington-based nonprofit headed by the priest, Monsignor Stephen Rossetti.
The archbishop said Rossetti's statements "linking UFOs to demonic presence and the Center's recent use of social media gravely undermine the Church's very precise teaching on the devil, demons and exorcism." 
"There's a danger here," Rossetti said in a May 29 video posted on his Facebook page addressing UFO sightings and the existence of aliens. "As an exorcist I wanted to raise that danger. And that is that demons like to hide. ... They don't want us to know what they're doing because they're more effective when we don't realize it."

    
"They can kind of get into your head, you know, and manipulate things in the world to influence us to do evil."
"It's my personal belief that probably many if not most of these UFO sightings are in fact demons," Rossetti added.



    
        




    




Rossetti also said that people can be good Catholics and believe there's life on other planets, though he does not personally believe life exists elsewhere.
In a statement posted on the St. Michael Center website, Rossetti said he was saddened by the action of the archdiocese. 

    
        
    
"I ask forgiveness for any ways that I have not been faithful to the teachings of the Church's Magisterium, particularly in the cited video on 'aliens and the demonic,'" he said. "I believe it is of the utmost importance to be obedient to the Church and I will continue to endeavor to subject all that I do and the Center to be thus obedient."
Rossetti, who has over 148,000 followers on Instagram, is a prominent psychologist as well as an exorcist. His center has specialized in offering spiritual healing for priests troubled by various difficulties.

    
In 2023, he told The Associated Press there was increasing and renewed appetite for information about demonic possession and exorcism.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    U.S. News

    Camara baja de EEUU aprueba resolucion para frenar la accion militar contra Iran




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El presidente de la Camara de Representantes, el republicano Mike Johnson --acompanado por lideres del Partido Republicano--, se prepara para hablar con los periodistas el miercoles 3 de junio de 2026, en el Capitolio en Washington. (AP Foto/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- La Camara de Representantes aprobo por primera vez el miercoles una resolucion sobre poderes de guerra que detendria la accion militar de Estados Unidos contra Iran, en un desafio al presidente Donald Trump, luego de que un punado de republicanos se sumo a los democratas para poner fin al conflicto de tres meses que ha reordenado la politica a nivel nacional e internacional.
El presidente de la camara baja, Mike Johnson, habia intentado evitar un resultado que evidenciara la creciente oposicion a la guerra, al cerrar abruptamente la actividad en el pleno hace dos semanas cuando la resolucion estaba a punto de ser aprobada. Pero el descontento no ha hecho mas que aumentar a medida que el conflicto se prolonga y Trump enfrenta dificultades para negociar un plan de paz.
La votacion nominal el miercoles fue de 215-208, pero se desconoce cuales seran los proximos pasos. Probablemente Trump rechazara cualquier medida del Congreso para limitar su autoridad como comandante en jefe de las fuerzas armadas. Aun asi, el resultado --en el que cuatro republicanos se sumaron a los democratas-- fue una reprimenda a la estrategia belica del presidente, y estallaron vitores en el piso del recinto legislativo.

    
"Esta guerra temeraria y costosa, elegida por decision propia, debe terminar hoy", manifesto hace unos dias Hakeem Jeffries, el lider democrata de la camara baja. 



    
        




    




"Todo lo que necesitamos es que un punado de republicanos se sume a nosotros y podremos poner fin a esta guerra temeraria y costosa, elegida por decision propia --una guerra que le ha costado al contribuyente estadounidense mas de 100.000 millones de dolares, lo cual es extraordinario--, y ha dejado a nuestro pais en una posicion mas debil frente a Iran", sentencio.

    
        
    
Crece la oposicion a la guerra
Es la cuarta vez que la Camara de Representantes intenta frenar la guerra de Estados Unidos contra Iran. El Senado impulso su propia resolucion sobre poderes de guerra el mes pasado, cuando un punado de senadores republicanos rompio filas con el mandatario republicano, en una inusual muestra de resistencia politica dentro de su propio partido.
Cada vez que los democratas han impulsado la resolucion sobre poderes de guerra, los conteos de votos han ido subiendo a medida que crece la inquietud politica por el conflicto belico. En su campana para llegar a la Casa Blanca, Trump prometio poner fin al involucramiento de Estados Unidos en guerras en el extranjero y enfocarse mas en asuntos internos, pero la guerra ha vuelto a atraer la atencion a Oriente Medio.

    
Johnson insistio en que Trump esta "totalmente concentrado" en el frente interno, particularmente de cara a las elecciones de mitad de mandato que determinaran el control del Congreso.
El presidente de la camara baja indico que paso tres horas en la Casa Blanca con el presidente esta semana, mientras Trump pide a sus aliados que ayuden a reabrir el estrecho de Ormuz para el comercio, especialmente el flujo de petroleo.
Desde que Estados Unidos se sumo a Israel para atacar a Iran el 28 de febrero, los estadounidenses han visto dispararse los precios de la gasolina en las estaciones de servicio, lo que ha incrementado las presiones inflacionarias.

    
Iran ha podido interrumpir el transporte maritimo a traves del estrecho de Ormuz, un canal vital para una gran parte del petroleo, el gas natural y productos relacionados en el mundo, tales como los fertilizantes.
"Estamos trabajando en esa pieza final", comento el republicano Johnson. "Todo el mundo tiene interes en que el estrecho de Ormuz se reabra para el comercio. En eso esta trabajando el".
Aunque en abril se declaro un alto el fuego en el conflicto, sigue siendo fragil e incierto. Las conversaciones para un fin mas duradero de los combates se han prolongado, complicandose cada vez mas por la ampliacion de la guerra de Israel contra los milicianos de Hezbollah en Libano, respaldados por Teheran. Mientras tanto, los ataques militares entre Estados Unidos e Iran siguen reactivandose de forma intermitente.

    
El Congreso ejerce su autoridad en materia de poderes de guerra
La resolucion sobre poderes de guerra de la Camara de Representantes no detendria de inmediato el conflicto, pero si aportaria un paso simbolico --aunque no con fuerza juridica-- contra nuevas acciones militares.
Ahora la resolucion pasa al Senado, donde cuatro senadores republicanos se sumaron a los democratas el mes pasado para impulsar una medida similar destinada a frenar la campana de Estados Unidos contra Iran. La camara alta aun no lleva a cabo una votacion final para aprobar o rechazar su propia resolucion sobre poderes de guerra.
Al testificar el miercoles en una audiencia de la Comision de Asuntos Exteriores de la Camara de Representantes, el secretario de Estado, Marco Rubio, advirtio que los iranies pensarian que al gobierno "se le van a atar las manos" si el Congreso aprueba una resolucion sobre poderes de guerra. Dijo que pensarian: "No podremos hacerles nada, asi que, ?por que llegar a un acuerdo?"

    
No es la unica accion que el Congreso esta tomando en el ambito de la seguridad nacional, a medida que la minoria democrata trabaja para atraer apoyo republicano a otras acciones mas alla de la guerra contra Iran.
La Camara de Representantes tambien sometera a votacion el miercoles otra iniciativa encabezada por los democratas, la cual autorizaria el apoyo de Estados Unidos a las operaciones militares de Ucrania en la guerra contra Rusia y ayudaria a reconstruir el territorio ucraniano. Tambien se preve que la camara baja examine esta semana una resolucion sobre poderes de guerra para bloquear la accion de Washington en Libano.
Aunque la Constitucion indica que el Congreso tiene autoridad para declarar la guerra, el presidente tambien cuenta con poder en su papel de comandante en jefe de las fuerzas armadas para emprender acciones militares, lo que crea una disputa juridica sobre que rama del gobierno tiene la ultima palabra en asuntos de guerra y paz.

Segun la Ley de Poderes de Guerra, la Casa Blanca dispone de un plazo de 60 dias para intentar obtener la aprobacion del Congreso para una accion militar. Sin embargo, el gobierno ha indicado que, debido a que se ha declarado un alto el fuego en el conflicto actual en Iran, las hostilidades han cesado.
___
El periodista de The Associated Press Ben Finley contribuyo a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Ataque de EEUU a presunto bote del narcotrafico deja 2 muertos en el Pacifico




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El Pentagono visto desde la ventanilla de un avion, el 27 de agosto de 2023, en Washington. (AP Foto/Carolyn Kaster, Archivo)]



        

        
        
            
                    El Pentagono visto desde la ventanilla de un avion, el 27 de agosto de 2023, en Washington. (AP Foto/Carolyn Kaster, Archivo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Las fuerzas armadas de Estados Unidos atacaron el miercoles una embarcacion que presuntamente traficaba drogas en el oceano Pacifico, dejando a dos hombres muertos, mientras el gobierno del presidente Trump libra una campana contra el narcotrafico en Latinoamerica.
El ataque mas reciente eleva a por lo menos 207 el numero de muertos en ataques contra embarcaciones a manos de las fuerzas armadas de Estados Unidos desde que la Casa Blanca inicio su campana contra presuntos "narcoterroristas" a principios de septiembre.
Al igual que en la mayoria de los comunicados sobre otros ataques en el Pacifico y el mar Caribe, el Comando Sur de Estados Unidos indico que disparo contra presuntos traficantes de drogas a lo largo de rutas de contrabando conocidas, aunque no aporto pruebas de que la embarcacion estuviera transportando drogas. Un video publicado en X mostraba una lancha que navega a gran velocidad antes de estallar en llamas.

    
Trump ha afirmado que Estados Unidos esta en un "conflicto armado" con los carteles latinoamericanos y ha justificado los ataques como una escalada necesaria para frenar el flujo de drogas hacia Estados Unidos y las sobredosis que cobran miles de vidas de estadounidenses cada ano. Sin embargo, su gobierno ha ofrecido pocas evidencias para respaldar sus afirmaciones de que esta abatiendo a "narcoterroristas".



    
        




    




Los criticos han cuestionado la legalidad general y la eficacia de los ataques, en parte porque el fentanilo responsable de muchas de las sobredosis mortales suele llegar a Estados Unidos por via terrestre desde Mexico, donde se produce con sustancias quimicas procedentes de China e India.

    
        
    
Los ataques han sido objeto de un intenso escrutinio por parte de algunos legisladores democratas y especialistas en derecho militar. El primer ataque, a principios de septiembre, genero una preocupacion en particular.

    
Dos hombres que viajaba en la embarcacion sobrevivieron al ataque inicial que cobro la vida de otras nueve personas y, mientras se aferraban a los restos del bote, llego un segundo ataque en el que perdieron la vida. La Casa Blanca confirmo el ataque de seguimiento e insistio en que se realizo "en defensa propia" para garantizar la destruccion de la embarcacion y en conformidad con las leyes de los conflictos armados. Pero algunos especialistas afirmaron que un segundo ataque para abatir a sobrevivientes habria sido ilegal bajo cualquier circunstancia, conflicto armado o no.

El organismo de supervision del Pentagono senalo en mayo que planea investigar si las fuerzas estadounidenses siguieron un marco establecido de seleccion de objetivos al momento de llevar a cabo los ataques. Sin embargo, la evaluacion se centra especificamente en las seis fases lo que se conoce como el Ciclo Conjunto de Seleccion de Objetivos, y no en la legalidad de los ataques, indico la oficina del inspector general.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Protesta de estudiantes contra recortes de Kast termina con violentos choques en Santiago




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La policia detiene a un estudiante durante una manifestacion contra la propuesta del gobierno de recortar el presupuesto de educacion, en Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 3 de junio de 2026. (Foto AP/Esteban Felix)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            La policia detiene a un estudiante durante una manifestacion contra la propuesta del gobierno de recortar el presupuesto de educacion, en Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 3 de junio de 2026. (Foto AP/Esteban Felix)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Unos estudiantes portan una pancarta durante una manifestacion contra la propuesta del gobierno de recortar el presupuesto de educacion, en Santiago de Chile, el miercoles 3 de junio de 2026. (Foto AP/Esteban Felix)]
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                                        SANTIAGO (AP) -- Una protesta de estudiantes contra las austeras medidas economicas impulsadas por el gobierno del presidente chileno Jose Antonio Kast termino el miercoles con violentos choques entre la policia y los manifestantes en las calles del centro de Santiago.
Con gritos de "la educacion publica se defiende", miles de estudiantes, docentes y organizaciones sociales marcharon en protesta contra los recortes al presupuesto educativo y las reformas anunciadas recientemente por la administracion de Kast, que preve una reduccion de los recursos para programas claves de diversos ministerios, en especial los de Educacion, Salud, Vivienda y Trabajo.
Kast, un ultraconservador que llego al poder el pasado 11 de marzo, asumio las riendas del pais con la promesa de recortar unos 6.000 millones de dolares en 18 meses a fin de mejorar las cuentas fiscales. Para ello, ordeno un ambicioso plan de ajuste que incluye un recorte de cerca del 3% en los presupuestos de los ministerios.

    
La medida ha generado criticas no solo de la oposicion sino tambien de sectores del propio gobierno.
La protesta fue convocada por la Confederacion de Estudiantes de Chile (Confech) y fue respaldada por el Colegio de Profesores, la Asamblea Coordinadora de Estudiantes Secundarios y la Coordinadora Feminista 8M, entre otras organizaciones.



    
        




    




Los manifestantes sostienen que, asi implementadas, las medidas propuestas socavaran el acceso a la educacion, ya que varias preven la reduccion de algunos beneficios destinados a la comunidad estudiantil, como el fin de la gratuidad de la educacion superior para algunos grupos.

    
        
    
Aunque la protesta empezo de forma pacifica, con el transcurso de las horas se produjeron violentos choques entre manifestantes y la policia, que uso canones de agua y gases lacrimogenos para dispersarlos. Los disturbios llevaron al corte de diversas calles y el cierre de estaciones de metro. 

    
"El gobierno busco provocar esto, busco generar esta situacion para justificar la represion", denuncio el presidente del Colegio de Profesoras y Profesores de Chile, Mario Aguilar, desde la marcha.
Ni la policia ni el gobierno se han manifestado hasta ahora sobre los enfrentamientos, pero segun pudo observar The Associated Press al menos una decena de personas fueron detenidas, mientras diversas resultaron heridas.
Los manifestantes tambien alzaron la voz en contra de la controvertida propuesta de ley de Reconstruccion Nacional del gobierno, que preve un austero y extenso programa de medidas para ajustar los gastos estatales, incentivar las inversiones y recuperar la economia.
Tambien conocido como proyecto de "megarreforma", la iniciativa recibio el visto bueno de la Camara de Diputados a finales de mayo y debera ser debatida por el Senado.

"Nos quieren callar, pero nosotros no vamos a parar", dijo Magdalena Correa, estudiante de Pedagogia de 21 anos. "Nos estan quitando recursos y derechos, y tenemos que contraatacar". 
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    SpaceX's IPO is set to be the biggest ever and could make Elon Musk a trillionaire
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            Elon Musk announced plans for one of the biggest stock sales ever by taking public a space company that is currently losing billions of dollars a year. The stock sale could also make Musk, who founded SpaceX in 2002, the world's first trillionaire. (AP Video: Marissa Duhaney)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Falcon 9 SpaceX heavy rocket lifts off from pad 39A at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2018. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)]
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[image: Elon Musk departs after a welcome ceremony with President Donald Trump and China's President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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            Elon Musk departs after a welcome ceremony with President Donald Trump and China's President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, May 14, 2026, in Beijing. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tesla vehicles line a parking lot at the company's Fremont, Calif., factory on Aug. 5, 2025. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)]
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[image: Elon Musk attends the finals for the NCAA wrestling championship, March 22, 2025, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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            Elon Musk attends the finals for the NCAA wrestling championship, March 22, 2025, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tesla vehicles are displayed at the AutoMobility LA Auto Show, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- SpaceX says it plans to raise up to $75 billion when it goes public this month, setting the stage for the largest-ever stock market debut and putting Elon Musk on course to becoming the world's first trillionaire. 
The company, formally known as Space Exploration Technologies Corp., said Wednesday it will sell 555.6 million shares at $135 a piece in an initial public offering. The estimated proceeds would easily top the $26 billion raised by oil giant Saudi Aramco in 2019. The offering would also give SpaceX a market value of $1.77 trillion. Only six companies in the S&P 500 are currently worth more, with Nvidia tops at $5.2 trillion.
Besides the size of the offering and the expected proceeds, SpaceX's amended prospectus updates details about how much control of the company Musk will have. As SpaceX's CEO, chief technical officer and chairman, Musk's voting power will come primarily through his ownership of 5.22 billion Class B shares, which give the holder 10 votes for every share held. According to the filing, Musk would have 82.4% of the voting power in the company. 

    
Forbes currently values Musk's net worth at $826 billion and his stake in SpaceX at $542 billion. The estimated value of his SpaceX holdings was based on an overall value for the company of $1.25 trillion. Based on those numbers, a $1.77 trillion valuation for SpaceX would boost Musk's net worth by $223 billion, making him a trillionaire. However, much of Musk's worth is in stock that he has yet to cash in.
Even as it makes a bid for a blockbuster market debut, SpaceX is currently losing billions of dollars a year. The filing shows that the company lost $2.6 billion from operations last year on $18.7 billion in revenue, and the losses kept piling up at the start of this year, too.



    
        




    




Fantastical plans
Time will tell how SpaceX fares on the market. Musk's plans for the company are as fantastical as the money he hopes raise in the sale.
Colorful, even frightening in parts, the IPO document strikes a contrast with the typically dry, technical prose in IPO documents, detailing plans to use proceeds from the sale to help put men on the moon again and perhaps even Mars. In one section, it talks of a need to build "a permanent human colony" on the red planet with "at least one million inhabitants" as existential threats loom that could consign man to "the same fate as the dinosaurs."

    
        
    
Musk has almost equally ambitious plans for his other publicly traded company, Tesla. His goal is to transform the maker of electric vehicles into a producer of robotaxis and humanoid robots. Dan Ives of Wedbush Securities wrote in a research note that he expects Tesla and SpaceX to merge next year. 

    
AI plays a key role
Key to the success of both companies -- and any merged entity -- is artificial intelligence. In its IPO filing, SpaceX says it sees potential revenue from AI of up to $26.5 trillion. But that depends on another lofty Musk ambition -- putting data centers in space, which is not technologically possible at the moment. 
Transforming his space company into a primarily AI-focused company will be a challenge for Musk, who started xAI in 2023 with 11 other co-founders who have all since left. Some were recruited away by rivals.
Its main AI product, the chatbot Grok, is "less impressive than anything that we see from any other major player in the space, whether that's OpenAI, or Anthropic, or (Google's) Gemini," said IDC analyst Arnal Dayaratna.

    
Dayaratna said that doesn't mean SpaceX doesn't have potential as a major AI player, thanks in part to its computing partnership with Anthropic and Musk's recent deal that gave SpaceX the rights to buy AI coding tool Cursor for $60 billion later this year. Folding in Cursor's capabilities would give SpaceX access to the coveted business customers now using Anthropic's Claude or OpenAI's ChatGPT.
SpaceX plans to use the net proceeds from the IPO to fund the expansion of infrastructure for its AI and rocket businesses, and to beef up the constellation of satellites that power Starlink Mobile, among other investments.

    
The company plans to list on the Nasdaq under the symbol "SPCX" and could begin trading as soon as the end of next week.
And SpaceX isn't the only colossal market debut investors are now bracing for. Earlier this week, Anthropic submitted a confidential filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission to officially start its own IPO clock.
OpenAI has not yet reported filing the initial SEC paperwork, but an IPO from the ChatGPT maker is widely expected.

"This listing represents the first major test for public markets after years of muted IPO activity with SpaceX paving the way for AI giants Anthropic and OpenAI to follow soon after," Ives wrote.
___
Associated Press Technology Writer Matt O'Brien contributed.
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                    U.S. News

    Screwworm fly detected in Texas decades after cattle threat was largely eradicated in US
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            The U.S. Department of Agriculture has confirmed that the New World screwworm fly has arrived in south Texas. The Texas state veterinarian has established a 12-mile quarantine zone to prevent animals from moving out of that are without an inspection.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An adult New World screwworm fly sits in this undated photo. (Denise Bonilla/U.S. Department of Agriculture via AP)]
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            An adult New World screwworm fly sits in this undated photo. (Denise Bonilla/U.S. Department of Agriculture via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A test container of dyed fly pupae are displayed at a Domestic New World Screwworm Sterile Fly Production Facility to combat the northward spread of NWS and protect American livestock, in Edinburg, Texas, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)]
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            A test container of dyed fly pupae are displayed at a Domestic New World Screwworm Sterile Fly Production Facility to combat the northward spread of NWS and protect American livestock, in Edinburg, Texas, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        The New World screwworm fly has reached south Texas, the U.S. Department of Agriculture confirmed Wednesday, the first time in decades that the parasite with flesh-eating larvae has threatened the nation's cattle industry and only the third time it's appeared in the U.S. in that time. 
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins said the case was in a 3-week-old calf in LaPryor, Texas, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) from the Mexico border. Texas State Veterinarian Bud Dinges said he has established a 12-mile (20-kilometer) quarantine zone, prohibiting the movement of any warm-blooded animal -- including pets -- outside that zone without an inspection.
Rollins said there have been no other detections of the fly in the U.S., and officials were quick to say that while the fly's larvae are a threat to livestock production, they don't infest food. Properly treated, even the infested calf should recover, Rollins said. 

    
Rollins, U.S. and Texas agriculture officials, and cattle industry leaders have been sounding public alarms about the fly's movement across Mexico for more than a year, spurred on by memories of it causing tens of millions of dollars of losses -- potentially billions in today's dollars -- before its eradication in the 1970s. 



    
        




    




It is the first case confirmed in Texas since 1966, Rollins said. 
The months of effort to keep the fly out of the U.S. have included dropping millions of sterile screwworm flies in the area to mate with wild females -- the same method used successfully before the fly was eradicated. Rollins said the USDA is confident enough in its preparations that it believes "there is no threat of mass infestation."

    
        
    
"There is no reason to believe this incursion will result in establishment of the pest in our country," Rollins said.
The announcement of the suspected case comes only a day after Rollins had an online news conference to highlight the nearness of the threat, with cases been confirmed in Mexico as close as 25 miles (40 km) from the border -- and to outline the USDA's efforts to combat it.

    
The New World Screwworm fly is a tropical species that decades ago infested cattle in warm weather across the southern United States, but it was contained in Panama until late in 2024. 
The female fly lays its eggs in open wounds or mucous membranes and they hatch into larvae that eat flesh -- making them unlike most fly species -- and can infest livestock, wild mammals, household pets and even humans. Infestations can lead to death if left untreated.
In August 2025, federal health officials confirmed a case in a Maryland resident who had traveled to El Salvador, but the victim recovered and officials found no transmission of the parasite. Before that, the last outbreak was in the Florida Keys in September 2016, mostly among wild deer, and it was contained early the next year without spreading further.
The female flies mate once in their monthslong lives, and if they do so with a sterile fly, their eggs would not hatch -- and the population would die out over time. Past eradication efforts were so successful that the U.S. shut down facilities for breeding sterile flies, leaving only one in Panama for decades.

    
That is changing. The USDA dedicated $21 million to convert a fruit-fly breeding facility in southern Mexico into one for breeding screwworm flies, opened a new center for dispersing sterile flies bred elsewhere in southern Texas and has started construction on a $750 million screwworm fly factory there. The breeding facility in Mexico should be operating next month, Rollins said. 
Officials also deployed 8,000 fly traps along the U.S.-Mexico border, and Rollins said the USDA has tested more than 58,000 fly samples, along with 19,000 wild animals.

Rollins also closed the U.S.-Mexico border last year to livestock imports from Mexico, a decision she defended during her news conference Tuesday. The fly also can travel with people and their pets and with wild animals, officials noted, but Rollins stressed Wednesday evening that it doesn't fly great distances on its own.
Dinges said ranchers and pet owners need to understand that it's important to respect the quarantine zone. 
"Please help us prevent any further movement of this pest by staying put," he said.
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    With Trump in a holding pattern on Iran war, allies and critics worry he risks getting boxed in
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            President Donald Trump said Wednesday negotiations with Iran are progressing "very well" and a deal could happen "over the weekend," downplaying recent U.S. and Iranian strikes that have raised questions about the durability of a fragile ceasefire.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump is facing warnings from foes and allies alike that he's getting boxed in on the Iran war, a conflict he sold as a brief military incursion but that has since settled into a holding pattern.
It's been nearly a week since U.S. and Iranian negotiators reached a tentative agreement to extend the ceasefire in the conflict by 60 days and start a new round of talks on Iran's nuclear program that required Trump's sign off. 
But Trump has called for unspecified changes to the agreement and Iranian officials -- perhaps calculating that the Republican president is reluctant to restart the bombardment after burning through key weapons systems -- are showing no signs they'll give in to new demands.
A series of strikes by the U.S. and Iran this week has raised fresh concern that the ceasefire could collapse. Trump on Wednesday downplayed the significance.

    
"It's a different part of the world," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "You know, I'd say in that part of the world, a ceasefire is when you're shooting in a more moderate manner."
The shaky moment follows repeated claims by Trump since a 14-day ceasefire was agreed to on April 7 -- following 38 days of U.S. and Israel bombing of Iran -- that a deal is just days away and the Iranian side is begging to come to a settlement. Trump on Wednesday said it was possible something could come together "over the weekend."



    
        




    




Without an interim settlement in place to reopen the Strait of Hormuz,global energy prices remain elevated and are adding to anxieties around the world about the impact of rising costs spurred by the three-month conflict on the cost of food, fuel and other goods.
After a string of reports this week that Iran was shutting down talks, Trump told CNBC he "couldn't care less" if the negotiations had bogged down and even mused they had become "boring."

    
        
    
There's anxiety Trump is getting boxed in
There's growing concern inside the administration and among key advisers and allies that Trump now finds himself in a bind, according to a U.S. official and another person familiar with the administration's internal deliberations, both of whom spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
He's buffeted by Democrats seizing on oil prices and warnings from hawkish members of his base that an early exit from the conflict would amount to capitulation.
Trump is privately hearing from other Republican lawmakers as well as Pentagon officials and Gulf allies that a return to the bombing campaign is a bad idea.

    
Those advising against returning to military action note that the U.S. has burned through munitions at too fast of a rate. It could take three years to replenish some key weapons systems. 
Meanwhile, Gulf allies are worried that Iran will retaliate against them and their critical infrastructure and energy interests and further set back their economies.
At the same time, Trump has bristled at the idea of accepting a deal that resembles the 2015 nuclear agreement brokered by Democrat Barack Obama's administration, which restricted Iran's nuclear program in exchange for lifting international economic sanctions.

    
Trump during his first term abandoned the pact that he said had failed to permanently stop Iran's nuclear program, ignored Iran's ballistic missile development, and did not penalize Iran for supporting militant proxy groups across the Middle East. 
Now, Trump, according to those familiar with internal deliberations, has made clear he feels strongly he can't make "a bad deal" and is acutely aware that he's at a moment where he's at risk of tarnishing his legacy if he missteps.
White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly dismissed the notion that Trump has been boxed in or that there's any concern within the administration about the pace of talks.
"These mysterious so-called 'administration officials' have no idea what they're talking about -- those actually involved in sensitive discussions know to trust in President Trump, who will always do what is best for U.S. national security," Kelly said in a statement.

    
Trump resisted Israel push for Lebanon bombings
Israeli and hawkish allies in Washington have made the case to Trump that a deal at this point would amount to unconditional surrender, urging him to ratchet up economic pressure on Iran and back Israel's assault on the Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon.
But Trump earlier this week in a heated call with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu demanded Israel stand down, and on Wednesday, Israel and Lebanon said they agreed to renew a ceasefire. Hezbollah was not part of the Israel-Lebanon talks, which have been held at the ambassadorial level in Washington since the beginning of last month. 
Remaining in the current status quo with Tehran -- neither a full resumption of hostilities nor sealing an interim agreement to restart nuclear talks -- is a situation that Iran appears better poised to exploit, argues Behnam Ben Taleblu, a senior fellow at the hawkish Washington think tank Foundation for Defense of Democracies.

    
Despite being the weaker party, Iran appears to be calculating that the longer the holding pattern lasts, the better the chances are they can "box in" Trump, he added.
"Either way, Tehran appears more resolute than ever to not provide Trump with a victory image, hence why it isn't budging on the battlefield or negotiating table," Taleblu said.
Holding pattern isn't helpful for Republicans on the ballot
At the same time, Democrats are trying to capitalize on Trump's handling of the unpopular war ahead of November's midterm elections. The House of Representatives on Wednesday for the first time passed a symbolic resolution calling for a halt in military action against Iran, with four Republican lawmakers joining Democrats in the rebuke of Trump's war.
During hours of hearings on Capitol Hill on Tuesday and Wednesday with Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Democrats laced into Trump for discounting the economic impact of the conflict on Americans and for failing to anticipate that Iran would shutter the Strait. 
In one tense exchange, New Jersey Democratic Sen. Cory Booker pointed to the unsteady ceasefire as a sign that Iran has the upper hand.
"We are the strongest nation on the planet Earth, and we're in a stalemate with Iran," Booker said. "And now we're begging to get back into a deal that you all trashed in the first place."
Rubio dismissed the criticism, underscoring that Iran has been placed on its heels with the strikes that have taken out multiple layers of senior leadership and left Iran's economy in shambles.
"There's no one begging," Rubio responded. "I don't know where you're getting this perception that Iran is stronger."
Another Democrat, Sen. Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, homed in on Trump's comments last month that voter anxiety about the cost of living was "not even a little bit" of a motivating factor for him to reach a deal to end the war.
The president continues to downplay the rising costs for Americans at the pump and predict that gas prices would fall sharply after the conflict ends.
Christopher Borick, the director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion in Pennsylvania, said that Democrats running in swing districts around the country are already zeroing in on Trump's rhetoric on the war's impact on Americans' pocketbooks.

"There's significant risk in having this thing drag on for Republicans," Borick said. "It's certainly going to hurt if Trump ends up in a place where the war ends and Iran's nuclear program is in the same place. But for Republicans in some of these tough swing districts, there's a case to be made to rip the bandage off now, get some easing in the oil markets and hope there's enough time for voters to turn the page."
___ Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri in New York and Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-iran-war-nuclear-deal-f6c5007b28e596e562c88b93ee785d91
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