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        New US tariff could threaten Thai exports
        A new US tariff could pose a severe threat to Thai exports in the latter half of this year, causing fresh trade uncertainties, say economists and businesses.

      

      
        Government might not meet revenue target
        The government might miss its revenue target for the current fiscal year because of economic impact from the Middle East crisis, says a senior official at the Ministry of Finance.

      

      
        Pheu Thai charter bill hits snag
        The Pheu Thai Party is revising its constitutional amendment bill after the Bhumjaithai Party withdrew its support, with Pheu Thai leaders insisting the move will not undermine relations within the government coalition led by Bhumjaithai.

      

      
        Searchers find body of missing trekker in Banthat mountains
        TRANG - Searchers on Thursday found the body of a female trekker who had been missing for four days in the Khao Chet Yot area of the Banthat mountain range in southern Thailand.

      

      
        Iranian leader says enemies dealt a 'decisive blow'
        TEHRAN - Iran's supreme leader said on Thursday that the United States and Israel had been dealt a "decisive blow" in the Middle East war, after the government reported "no tangible progress" in negotiations on ending the conflict.

      

      
        Maternal mental health 'needs more resources'
        Untreated mental health issues in pregnant women and new mothers in Thailand represent an economic cost of an estimated 68 billion baht a year, with nearly half of the burden falling on children, a new report has found.

      

      
        Yuan-only payment tale causes stir in 'Bangkok's next Chinatown'
        Inspectors took to the streets in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok on Thursday after a claim about a restaurant refusing to accept Thai baht and demanding Chinese yuan caused a social media stir.

      

      
        Thai consumers' council to sue Facebook
        The Thailand Consumers Council is preparing to file the country's first-ever lawsuit against Facebook for failing to adequately protect people from fraudulent content on its platform.

      

      
        Israel strikes Lebanon after truce announcement
        BEIRUT - Israel struck south Lebanon on Thursday and threatened new attacks on Beirut despite an announcement hours earlier that Israel and Lebanon had agreed to implement a conditional ceasefire.

      

      
        Nepali climber alive after six days missing on Everest
        KATHMANDU - A Nepali climbing guide who went missing on Mount Everest for six days and was feared dead has been found alive after crawling back to Base Camp, officials told AFP on Thursday.
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									New US tariff could threaten Thai exports								

								Possibility of Section 301 penalty worsens trade uncertainties
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: New US tariff could threaten Thai exports]
											
																					

									

																A new US tariff could pose a severe threat to Thai exports in the latter half of this year, causing fresh trade uncertainties, say economists and businesses.
Thai export growth in the second half of 2026 could remain flat from last year if tariffs under Section 301 of the US Trade Act go ahead next month, said Nuttaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

Section 301 authorises the US Trade Representative (USTR) to investigate and impose retaliatory tariffs or trade restrictions on countries that engage in "unfair, unreasonable" or discriminatory policies that burden US commerce.  

These practices include excess manufacturing capacity, intellectual property violations, digital services taxes, and forced or child labour.

The USTR has singled out insufficient measures to prevent forced labour as justification for the new tariff. While forced labour might not exist in a particular country, some of its products could be penalised if their supply chain includes imports from other countries where forced labour is used.

The new tariff could replace the current Section 122 tariffs that expire on July 24 for imports from 59 countries and the EU. Those rates were imposed after the US Supreme Court ruled against President Donald Trump's "reciprocal" tariffs last year.

Fourteen countries or regions could be subject to a 10% tariff under Section 301, comprising Canada, Ecuador, El Salvador, Argentina, the EU, the UK, Bangladesh, Guatemala, Mexico, Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and Taiwan.

Thailand would be among 46 countries subject to a 12.5% tariff, along with China, Brazil, South Korea and Switzerland.

Imports from Thailand are currently subject to a 10% tariff rate under Section 122, compared with the 19% "reciprocal" rate that the Supreme Court earlier ruled unconstitutional.

The USTR is scheduled to hold hearings on July 7 about the proposed tariffs. After the review is completed, tariff rates could be set for each country, potentially next month.

In some cases, a Section 301 tariff could be imposed on top of the base tariff for certain products, adding to the uncertainty.

"The initial phase allows the US to force affected countries to enter negotiations with it. Countries such as Thailand would likely have to sacrifice something in order to obtain favourable tariff rates," Ms Nuttaporn told the Bangkok Post.

"If the negotiation results fail to impress the US, it might lift tariff rates for specific countries later."

Thailand still has not reached a final agreement on trade and tariffs with Washington, while than Malaysia, Indonesia and Cambodia have all done so.

The Section 301 strategy could trigger countermeasures from severely hit countries, similar to what happened with Trump's reciprocal tariff, she said.

Trump signalled he intends to use Section 301 to rebuild his tariff agenda after the Supreme Court ruled he exceeded his authority by using the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose duties without congressional approval.

After the court struck down those tariffs, Trump sought to revive them partly with the global 10% duty that would expire next month.

Ms Nuttaporn said K-Research anticipates Thai exports will weaken in the second half of the year after shipments surged by nearly 20% year-on-year in the first four months.

The think tank recently lifted its 2026 export growth forecast to 8.2% from 1%.

"Our 8.2% growth forecast is quite conservative," she said.

"In the worst-case scenario, exports could post flat growth in the latter half of the year."

Cost concerns

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said the prospect of Section 301 tariffs has sparked fresh concerns among exporters, causing them to look for ways to deal with increasing costs.

"We believe food manufacturers will certainly be hit," said Pimjai Leeissaranukul, the chairwoman of the FTI, adding that it remains unclear whether industries such as electronics will be affected by higher import duties following media reports of Washington's renewed attempts to revive its tariff policy.

"Manufacturers must try their best to control costs," said Mrs Pimjai. "Thailand also needs to look for new markets more seriously."

She said that while the FTI is confident about the ongoing trade negotiations between Thai and US authorities, the question of whether Thailand will be affected by new tariffs also depends on Trump.

"Trump tends to threaten others. We have to watch what will happen next," said Mrs Pimjai.

Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities, played down the potential impacts from the new US tariff.

Fast-growing electronics products are exempted, while most of the tariffs apply to agricultural products, which have largely adjusted since the universal tariff measures were imposed previously before being revoked by the court, he said.

Based on initial assessments by the National Economic and Social Development Council, the impact from the US's Section 301 investigation should not be significant. Thai products likely to be affected include rice, textiles, yarn, personal protective equipment and solar cells, said Mr Koraphat.
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									Government might not meet revenue target								

								Tax collection healthy through April but full impact of Mideast crisis now setting in
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																The government might miss its revenue target for the current fiscal year because of economic impact from the Middle East crisis, says a senior official at the Ministry of Finance.
During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, which began last Oct 1, revenue-collecting agencies worked hard to ensure they did not miss the goal, permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said on Thursday.

However, the outlook for the final five months of the fiscal year is likely to differ from the first seven. In that earlier period, the energy crisis triggered by the war in Iran had not yet fully emerged.

The conflict has contributed to a global economic crisis affecting many countries, including Thailand.

Mr Lavaron said it was still too early to determine by how much revenue collection for fiscal 2026 may fall below the target.

According to budget documents, the government's revenue target for fiscal 2026 is 2.92 trillion baht.

During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, the government collected 1.50 trillion baht in net revenue, exceeding the target by 31.3 billion baht or 2.1%, and up 5.4% year-on-year.

The increase was attributed to higher domestic value-added tax collections; additional dividend payments from Vayupak Fund I out of retained earnings, as well as dividend remittances that exceeded projections due to improved operating performance at certain state-owned enterprises; and the remittance of surplus proceeds from bond issuance to finance the fiscal deficit.

But tax refunds issued by the Revenue Department, which are deducted from gross revenue, exceeded projections by 13.2 billion baht, or 5.6%, attributed to a policy aimed at improving and accelerating the corporate income tax refund process to enhance efficiency and increase liquidity for businesses.

With respect to government revenue performance during the first seven months of the fiscal year, the Revenue Department collected 1.18 trillion baht, exceeding its target by 2.0%, while the Excise Department collected 338 billion baht, beating its target by 1.9%, and the Customs Department collected 65.9 billion baht, down 6.8% from its target.

State enterprises remitted 131 billion baht to the government, exceeding their target by 9.5%, while other government agencies remitted 113 billion, besting their target by 12.7%.
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																The Pheu Thai Party is revising its constitutional amendment bill after the Bhumjaithai Party withdrew its support, with Pheu Thai leaders insisting the move will not undermine relations within the government coalition led by Bhumjaithai.
Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat said the party would reassess its proposed amendment to Section 256 of the constitution, which would also pave the way for constitutional drafting assembly (CDA) to be set up, after Bhumjaithai lawmakers removed their signatures from the Pheu Thai-sponsored bill.

Mr Julapun said Pheu Thai's proposal had originally been backed by seven political parties and was ready for submission to parliament.

However, after Bhumjaithai members decided to withdraw their support over legal concerns, Pheu Thai decided to review the proposal and hold further discussions with its coalition partner, he said.

"We must listen to and respect one another. It is the right of members to withdraw their support, and such situations are not unusual in parliament," he said.

He stressed that the issue concerns parliamentary procedure and constitutional reform rather than coalition politics, adding that Bhumjaithai had informed Pheu Thai about its concerns in advance.

Constitutional amendment bills submitted by several parties are expected to be discussed during a joint sitting of parliament on July 7 and 8.

Court ruling clarity

Nikorn Chamnong, a party-list MP from Bhumjaithai, explained that the party believes Pheu Thai's proposal may conflict with a Constitutional Court ruling.

The Pheu Thai draft would create a 300-member CDA elected directly by the public, with parliament selecting 100 members from that pool. The court has ruled that picking a drafting assembly is restricted to lawmakers who already represent the people, prompting fears a direct election could contradict such ruling.

Mr Nikorn argued that the model could create legal and constitutional issues concerning the relationship between parliament and popular sovereignty.

Bhumjaithai's own amendment proposal, he said, adheres more closely to the court's interpretation and seeks to avoid legal challenges that could delay the reform process.

"Submitting an amendment that is vulnerable to legal disputes could ultimately derail constitutional reform altogether," Mr Nikorn said.

He insisted Bhumjaithai remains committed to drafting a new constitution and believes public participation can be ensured through three separate referendums: one to approve the drafting of a new constitution, another after amending Section 256, and a final vote on the completed draft.

Mr Nikorn also defended Bhumjaithai's proposal against criticism that it could centralise power, saying it includes mechanisms that let voices and senators be heard, as well as a year-long nationwide public consultation process.

Consensus essential

Mr Julapun, meanwhile, said Pheu Thai would spend the coming days consulting internally and with Bhumjaithai to determine whether and how to proceed with the amendment effort.

He noted that constitutional amendments require not only a majority vote in parliament but also support from at least one-third of senators, making broad political consensus essential.

Despite the setback, Mr Julapun rejected suggestions that Pheu Thai was abandoning its principles.

"We only have 74 MPs. We cannot push through constitutional amendments alone," he said. "This is not about compromising principles but about political realities and securing sufficient support to achieve constitutional reform."
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									Searchers find body of missing trekker in Banthat mountains								

								Thai woman last seen on June 1 after setting off alone before tour group
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																TRANG - Searchers on Thursday found the body of a female trekker who had been missing for four days in the Khao Chet Yot area of the Banthat mountain range in southern Thailand.
The body of the 54-year-old woman was found in the northern part of the Ton Tae waterfall in tambon Palian in Trang. It is believed that she had slipped and fallen while walking near the waterfall.

A search team was preparing to hike up to the area and bring the body down, which was expected to take three to four hours due to the difficult terrain, reports said.

More than 100 rangers, wildlife sanctuary officials and expert volunteers were involved in the search operation, amid heavy rain and poor signal conditions on Thursday.

The woman, identified only as Wanthanee, was part of a group of 13 tourists and a guide, Thai media reported.

The trip began on May 30 and was due to conclude on June 1, a total of three days and two nights, to explore Khao Chet Yot, one of Thailand's most rewarding treks, located in the Banthat mountain range spanning Phatthalung, Trang, Satun and Songkhla provinces in the South.

The group ascended from Phatthalung and planned to descend into Trang. The Ton Tae waterfall is on the descent route from Khao Chet Yot.

As the group prepared to head down to the Trang side, Ms Wantanee reportedly requested to continue the trek alone after breakfast at around 7am, but the guide, identified as Sinruesak Choosi-on, refused.

The woman was reportedly familiar with the route, having trekked Khao Chet Yot four to five times. She told the guide she knew the path. There were no conflicts within the group, the guide said.

However, at 9am when the group was ready to go, the woman was nowhere to be found, the guide said. The team quickly contacted authorities to help organise a search.

District chief Pranet Uthairangsi established a command centre at the Nan Sato waterfall, with six search teams working day and night.

An experienced hiker, Ms Wanthanee was carrying a gas camp stove and some ready-to-eat food in her pink backpack, which had given searchers hope that she could sustain herself until found.
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									Iranian leader says enemies dealt a 'decisive blow'								

								Conflicting messages from both sides suggest peace talks going nowhere
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																TEHRAN - Iran's supreme leader said on Thursday that the United States and Israel had been dealt a "decisive blow" in the Middle East war, after the government reported "no tangible progress" in negotiations on ending the conflict.
Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei's message, read out by a prayer leader at a ceremony marking the anniversary of the death of the Islamic republic's founder, came after the US House of Representatives passed a resolution seeking to halt American military action in Iran.

Weeks of talks marked by threats and flare-ups of violence have failed to secure a deal to end the war and reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a key conduit for global energy flows.

The US and Iran have sent divergent messages, with Tehran insisting on steep conditions for progress, even as President Donald Trump again voiced optimism, telling reporters a deal "could happen... over the weekend".

In his message, Khamenei said his country's enemies, after "facing a decisive blow", were now "experiencing a deeply meaningful and profound humiliation".

He went on to accuse them of seeking to "plant the seeds of doubt, despair, fear, mistrust and division" among the public, calling for unity to "neutralise their sinister plot".

Khamenei has not been seen in public since being wounded in strikes that killed his father and predecessor Ali Khamenei in the opening salvo of the US-Israeli bombing campaign on February 28.

Every June 4 since 1989, the elder Khamenei had delivered a speech at the commemoration of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's death.

This year, however, an empty chair bearing his portrait stood at the mausoleum, according to footage broadcast from the site.

Rebuke to Trump

Trump is under pressure to find a way out of the war, which has delivered a shock to markets and proven unpopular at home as midterm elections loom.

But in spite of a ceasefire that has largely held since April, progress towards a final deal has been punctured by sporadic episodes of violence -- including on Wednesday, when the US struck targets in Iran, which responded with an attack on Kuwait.

Four lawmakers from Trump's Republican party joined Democrats on Wednesday to vote 215-208 in favour of a resolution ordering the withdrawal of American troops from the Iran war.

"This is a loud and unambiguous message to Donald Trump on behalf of the American people: it's time to end his deeply unpopular and illegal war of choice in Iran," Democrats posted on X.

The resolution was largely symbolic, however, as the US president can veto it if it gains Senate approval.

At a congressional hearing, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said Iran's highly enriched uranium stockpiles were at the centre of discussions with Tehran.

Washington insists Tehran must turn over its near-weapons-grade enriched uranium, agree to curb its nuclear activities and reopen Hormuz.

Iran, however, has long claimed a right to enrichment, and has also preconditioned a deal on halting the parallel conflict in Lebanon, where Israel is fighting the Tehran-backed armed group Hezbollah.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi had said Wednesday that any Israeli attack on the Lebanese capital Beirut would trigger a "full-scale resumption" of the wider war.

Lebanon violence

In Washington, Israel and Lebanon agreed on Wednesday to implement a new ceasefire after two days of direct talks.

The agreement requires a "complete cessation" of fire by Hezbollah, and calls for "pilot zones" in which the Lebanese armed forces "will take exclusive control of the territory to the exclusion of all non-state actors".

Further talks were planned in the week of  June 22, with a view toward reaching a "comprehensive agreement."

A previous truce was meant to have taken hold in Lebanon on April 17 but has never been observed, with the violence only escalating since.

Even after the announcement of the renewed ceasefire, Israel said there had been "a hostile aircraft infiltration" after air raid sirens sounded in the north, while Lebanese state media reported fresh Israeli drone strikes in the south.

Israel's defence minister, Israel Katz, characterised the agreement as granting his forces the "freedom of action, with American backing, to strike in Beirut in response to fire on Israeli communities".

Israel is staging its deepest ground offensive into Lebanon in two decades, and Katz said its troops would stay where they are "while continuing to dismantle terrorist infrastructure".
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									Maternal mental health 'needs more resources'

									Untreated issues in pregnancy and postpartum depression lead to high economic cost, experts say
								

									Untreated mental health issues in pregnant women and new mothers in Thailand represent an economic cost of an estimated 68 billion baht a year, with nearly half of the burden falling on children, a new report has found.
									The report, launched on Thursday at a symposium held at Chulalongkorn University, found that untreated mental health conditions during pregnancy and after childbirth impose wide-ranging economic and social costs that extend far beyond healthcare, affecting productivity, long-term disability and child development.

Of the estimated annual economic burden, around 31 billion baht, or 45%, is linked to impacts on children, underscoring the long-term consequences of untreated maternal mental health conditions on the next generation.

Researchers said an estimated 200,000 women in Thailand experience symptoms of mental health problems during pregnancy and/or postpartum depression. In many cases these are driven by factors including poverty, domestic violence and inequality.

The study found that about one-third of mothers from low- and middle-income households are affected. It also highlighted impacts on child health and development.

Only 14% of mothers were found to successfully breastfeed, far below the World Health Organization's target of 70%, while around 9,500 children each year experience below-standard height linked to maternal depression.

Dr Napat Sittanomai, a lecturer in child and adolescent psychiatry at Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, said postpartum depression affects about 13.1% of mothers in Thailand and remains underdetected.

He said paediatricians could play a greater role in identifying maternal mental health concerns during routine well-baby visits, but in practice, consultations tend to focus on physical health and vaccinations rather than mental wellbeing.

Annette Bauer, an economist at the London School of Economics and Political Science, said mental illness can reduce gross domestic productivity by up to 2%, while government spending on mental healthcare remains limited.

She said untreated maternal mental health conditions contribute to poor child outcomes, including stunting, low birth weight and pre-term birth, all of which are strongly associated with poorer cognitive development.

Hamish Magoffin, founder of the PAM Foundation for perinatal mental health, said around one in five women globally experience postpartum depression, with rates in Thailand believed to be similar and reaching as high as one in three among high-risk groups.

"Behind every figure, every percentage, there is a story -- not only the mother's story, but also the baby's, siblings' and society's," he said. "The impact is wide-reaching and can last for decades and across generations."

The report recommends a national strategy on perinatal mental health, more effective screening and referral systems, improved access to treatment for at-risk mothers, and stronger cooperation among stakeholders.
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									Yuan-only payment tale causes stir in 'Bangkok's next Chinatown'								

								Restaurant in Huai Khwang denies TikTokker's claim that it refuses to accept baht
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																Inspectors took to the streets in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok on Thursday after a claim about a restaurant refusing to accept Thai baht and demanding Chinese yuan caused a social media stir.
District officers were checking all restaurants along both sides of Pracha Rat Bamphen Road -- dubbed "Bangkok's next Chinatown" -- to ensure their payment practices comply with the law, said Sombat Kruakeeratitham, the Huai Khwang district chief.

They were responding to a video posted on TikTok by a Chinese man living in Thailand, in which he claimed that a noodle restaurant in the area refused to accept Thai baht, saying it did not have a Thai bank account and only accepted Chinese yuan. The video was posted on May 25 by the account named Jaideebingandfreind.

The foreigner claimed he paid in yuan while also being charged an additional 50 baht. The total worked out to the equivalent of 375 baht, he said.

The man questioned whether it was appropriate for a Chinese restaurant operating in Thailand to have no Thai bank account, accepting only cash in yuan and payments via WeChat, the Chinese super-app.

Inspectors on Thursday found the restaurant in question had placed a QR code linked to a Thai bank account at the counter for customer payments.

Staff there explained that on the day of the incident, the QR payment system had malfunctioned, making it unable to process payments. They asked the customer to pay in cash instead, but the customer did not have any cash. When the QR code was tried again, it worked normally, they said.

The staff insisted that no extra charges were added and that they did not accept yuan as alleged.

The restaurant owner, who is Chinese and has not been named, said the negative publicity had caused him concern. He claimed the restaurant has never accepted payments in yuan and that all revenue is properly transferred into a Thai bank account.

Thursday's inspections reported no findings of any illegal operations, the district chief.

Authorities plan to introduce stickers for each store in the area certifying that they "accept payments in Thai baht 100%" to build consumer confidence, Mr Sombat said.

He said there had been no such complaints before. District officials regularly meet with 79 legally registered restaurants in the area to discuss operating guidelines and solutions, he added.
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									Thai consumers' council to sue Facebook								

								Landmark court action seeks damages for failure to protect people from fraudulent content
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																The Thailand Consumers Council is preparing to file the country's first-ever lawsuit against Facebook for failing to adequately protect people from fraudulent content on its platform.
The civil suit, naming Facebook, its parent company Meta and 16 other defendants, will be filed with the Civil Court on Monday, council secretary-general Saree Aongsomwang said on Thursday.

The council is representing 10 consumers who were victims of fraudulent activity originating on Facebook, with losses of 230 million baht.

The council first approached the social media company in November 2024, sending a letter to CEO Mark Zuckerberg with a number of specific recommendations for improving its fraud and scam prevention policies in Thailand.

However, the company's response has been unsatisfactory, causing the council to resort to court action, Ms Saree said.

She accused Facebook of failing to adequately screen out fraudulent content and illegal advertisements. Such content made false references to well-known people and sold fake and substandard products. There was also content about pirated goods, dangerous products and weapons.

Wrongdoers use the Facebook algorithm to analyse user behaviour and precisely reach their targeted groups, she said. Damaged victims suffer from their losses and some have ended their lives. Meanwhile, Facebook enjoys income from advertising fees collected from content owners, she said.

Ms Saree complained that Facebook was more strict about screening and consumer protection in the United States, Europe and Australia but had no such protection for users in Southeast Asian nations including Thailand.

Statistics from the first four months of 2026 show that Thais lost 7.48 billion baht to online scams, with Facebook the main platform, according to the council.

Boonyuen Siritham, the council president, said that from 2024 to March 2026, the council had received 6,164 complaints about scams and 61% of them involved Facebook. The majority were allegations about sales and investment scams, with investigations in many cases unable to reach a culprit.

Victims included teachers, doctors, businesspeople and government officials, as well as other members of the general public, she said.

The problem resulted not only from technology illiteracy but also from users' confidence in Facebook, and scammers abused that confidence, Ms Boonyuen said.

One of Meta's legal defences has been that financial transactions are not completed on its platforms, and it is not involved in handling money.

The company has also said that it continuously updates its policies that prohibit scams and related behaviour to stay one step ahead of bad actors. It also offers tools to allow people to block and report scams, and to warn about potentially suspicious activity.

In April, Thai police announced stepped-up cooperation with Meta to broaden a crackdown on online crime beyond gambling pages to cover all forms of scam networks, with faster detection and takedown measures.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3265820/thai-consumers-council-to-sue-facebook



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Israel strikes Lebanon after truce announcement								

								Minister says military operations would continue despite agreement reached in Washington
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																BEIRUT - Israel struck south Lebanon on Thursday and threatened new attacks on Beirut despite an announcement hours earlier that Israel and Lebanon had agreed to implement a conditional ceasefire.
Israeli and Lebanese envoys held a fourth round of talks in Washington on Wednesday, agreeing to implement a ceasefire hinged on Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah halting its attacks.

But Hezbollah, which rejects the direct Israel-Lebanon talks, has not commented on the announcement, while Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz said military operations would continue in south Lebanon.

Hezbollah drew Lebanon into the wider Middle East war to avenge the killing in US-Israeli strikes of Iran's supreme leader on Feb 28, and has vowed to keep fighting despite a push by the Lebanese government to disarm it.

Despite the agreement in Washington, Katz said Israeli forces retained the "freedom of action, with American backing, to strike in Beirut in response to fire on Israeli communities and territory".

The army will "at this stage, continue its fire and ground operations, remain in the security zone in Lebanon up to the Yellow Line -- including in the Beaufort area -- and without the return of the population, while continuing to dismantle terrorist infrastructure on the ground," he said.

An April 17 truce was meant to halt the fighting and was extended several times but has never been observed, with both sides justifying their ongoing attacks by the other's alleged violations.

Lebanon's state-run National News Agency (NNA) reported strikes along roads at several southern locations on Thursday, with a couple and their daughter wounded in an attack on their car.

'Serious mistake'

Israel's military renewed a warning to Lebanese not to go south of the Zahrani River around 45 kilometres, after it last week declared all areas south the river "combat zones".

Earlier Thursday, the Israeli military said air raid sirens were sounded in northern Israel, with one incident involving a "suspicious aerial target" resolved, while another incident was found to be a false alarm.

Before the announcement, Hezbollah said it had launched rockets and drones early Thursday at Israeli troops who have invaded south Lebanon.

Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir criticised the deal, calling it a "serious mistake".

According statement issued after the meeting, the two sides, which do not have formal diplomatic relations, also agreed to create "pilot zones" in which the Lebanese armed forces "will take exclusive control of the territory to the exclusion of all non-state actors".

More Lebanon-Israel talks are scheduled for later this month.

Senior Hezbollah official Mahmud Qomati had told AFP this week that the group would "not accept a partial ceasefire".

On Wednesday, US President Donald Trump said he wanted to separate talks on the conflict in Lebanon and those on the war with Iran.

Tehran, however, insists the conflicts are linked and its Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi warned that any attack on Beirut would trigger a "full-scale resumption" of war.

Lebanon says Israeli attacks have killed more than 3,500 people since Hezbollah drew Lebanon into the wider Middle East war on March 2, firing rockets at Israel in retaliation for US-Israeli strikes that killed Iran's supreme leader.
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									Nepali climber alive after six days missing on Everest								

								Sherpa had reached summit on May 29 but was feared to have died on descent
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																KATHMANDU - A Nepali climbing guide who went missing on Mount Everest for six days and was feared dead has been found alive after crawling back to Base Camp, officials told AFP on Thursday.
His wife had even begun to offer last-rite prayers for his soul, she told AFP at the hospital in the capital Kathmandu, where he is recovering from "some frostbite" but is conscious.

Mountaineer Dawa Sherpa -- who is in his 50s, and is better known as "Hillary" after famed climber Edmund Hillary due to his experience -- vanished on the upper reaches of the world's highest mountain in bitter conditions, early on May 30.

He was found on Thursday morning close to Base Camp by the Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee (SPCC), a Nepali team that helps set routes on Everest and clean up waste left behind.

"He was found by a team of SPCC this morning close to the base camp -- he was crawling down," Pemba Sherpa of 8K Expeditions, which was overseeing search and rescue efforts, told AFP.

A helicopter flew him to Kathmandu, where an AFP team saw him carried out on a stretcher.

"I spoke to the doctors -- he has some frostbite, but otherwise seems okay," Pemba Sherpa added.

His wife Damu Sherpa said her family was overjoyed.

"We were very happy to hear the news, we had given up hope," she said. "We also began puja (death prayers) yesterday." (Story continues below)
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Medics and rescuers transfer mountaineer Dawa Sherpa from a helicopter upon his arrival at HAMS Hospital in Kathmandu on June 4, 2026. (Photo: AFP)



'Tiger of the mountains'

Climber Chris Thrall, a former British Royal Marine, said he successfully summited the 8,849-metre (29,032-foot) peak with Sherpa around 5pm on May 29.

He posted a video message on Instagram on Wednesday mourning what he thought was the death of Dawa Sherpa.

He called him an "absolute gentle giant of a man and a true 'tiger of the mountains'", in a post that assumed the worst.

Thrall described how on May 30 he had begun to descend from Camp Four -- at around 7,950m -- and just below the low-oxygen "death zone".

He said that as he descended, Dawa Sherpa stopped.

"He sat down for a rest with his backpack. These guys carry huge loads," he said.

"And I turned and I said, 'Hillary, are you okay, brother?' He said, 'Yes, yes, fine Chris, please go, go!' This is nothing new, you know, I'd go ahead, he'd go ahead."

As Thrall went down, he found a Polish climber who was struggling after running out of supplementary oxygen and had suffered frostbite.

"It had been a long summit push. What should have been five days to the summit and back took us 11 days, that's how challenging the conditions were," said Thrall.

"So, do I go back for Sherpa, who's probably going to rock up and be fine, as he has done hundreds of times before?" he added.

"Or do I help my fellow climber, who's got no oxygen, frostbite in his fingers, and obviously you're never far off hypothermia up there?"

Thrall described tough conditions, sharing his oxygen cylinder with the Pole as they descended, taking 11 hours to get to Camp Three. It would usually take two hours.

"I realised we had a really serious situation," he said.

Search teams set out to find Dawa Sherpa but he was not seen again until Thursday morning, having made his way down on his own.

The climb was one of the last of the season, meaning that there were few other mountaineers on the peak.

At least five people have died this season -- two Indians and three Nepali climbers involved in Everest preparations.

More than 1,000 climbers reached the summit of Everest this season, according to initial tallies by Nepali officials, making it the busiest season on record.

More than one thousand climbers -- including a record 274 in a single day -- reached the summit of Everest this season, according to initial tallies by Nepali officials, making it the busiest season ever.
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									New US tariff could threaten Thai exports								

								Possibility of Section 301 penalty worsens trade uncertainties
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																A new US tariff could pose a severe threat to Thai exports in the latter half of this year, causing fresh trade uncertainties, say economists and businesses.
Thai export growth in the second half of 2026 could remain flat from last year if tariffs under Section 301 of the US Trade Act go ahead next month, said Nuttaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

Section 301 authorises the US Trade Representative (USTR) to investigate and impose retaliatory tariffs or trade restrictions on countries that engage in "unfair, unreasonable" or discriminatory policies that burden US commerce.  

These practices include excess manufacturing capacity, intellectual property violations, digital services taxes, and forced or child labour.

The USTR has singled out insufficient measures to prevent forced labour as justification for the new tariff. While forced labour might not exist in a particular country, some of its products could be penalised if their supply chain includes imports from other countries where forced labour is used.

The new tariff could replace the current Section 122 tariffs that expire on July 24 for imports from 59 countries and the EU. Those rates were imposed after the US Supreme Court ruled against President Donald Trump's "reciprocal" tariffs last year.

Fourteen countries or regions could be subject to a 10% tariff under Section 301, comprising Canada, Ecuador, El Salvador, Argentina, the EU, the UK, Bangladesh, Guatemala, Mexico, Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and Taiwan.

Thailand would be among 46 countries subject to a 12.5% tariff, along with China, Brazil, South Korea and Switzerland.

Imports from Thailand are currently subject to a 10% tariff rate under Section 122, compared with the 19% "reciprocal" rate that the Supreme Court earlier ruled unconstitutional.

The USTR is scheduled to hold hearings on July 7 about the proposed tariffs. After the review is completed, tariff rates could be set for each country, potentially next month.

In some cases, a Section 301 tariff could be imposed on top of the base tariff for certain products, adding to the uncertainty.

"The initial phase allows the US to force affected countries to enter negotiations with it. Countries such as Thailand would likely have to sacrifice something in order to obtain favourable tariff rates," Ms Nuttaporn told the Bangkok Post.

"If the negotiation results fail to impress the US, it might lift tariff rates for specific countries later."

Thailand still has not reached a final agreement on trade and tariffs with Washington, while than Malaysia, Indonesia and Cambodia have all done so.

The Section 301 strategy could trigger countermeasures from severely hit countries, similar to what happened with Trump's reciprocal tariff, she said.

Trump signalled he intends to use Section 301 to rebuild his tariff agenda after the Supreme Court ruled he exceeded his authority by using the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose duties without congressional approval.

After the court struck down those tariffs, Trump sought to revive them partly with the global 10% duty that would expire next month.

Ms Nuttaporn said K-Research anticipates Thai exports will weaken in the second half of the year after shipments surged by nearly 20% year-on-year in the first four months.

The think tank recently lifted its 2026 export growth forecast to 8.2% from 1%.

"Our 8.2% growth forecast is quite conservative," she said.

"In the worst-case scenario, exports could post flat growth in the latter half of the year."

Cost concerns

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said the prospect of Section 301 tariffs has sparked fresh concerns among exporters, causing them to look for ways to deal with increasing costs.

"We believe food manufacturers will certainly be hit," said Pimjai Leeissaranukul, the chairwoman of the FTI, adding that it remains unclear whether industries such as electronics will be affected by higher import duties following media reports of Washington's renewed attempts to revive its tariff policy.

"Manufacturers must try their best to control costs," said Mrs Pimjai. "Thailand also needs to look for new markets more seriously."

She said that while the FTI is confident about the ongoing trade negotiations between Thai and US authorities, the question of whether Thailand will be affected by new tariffs also depends on Trump.

"Trump tends to threaten others. We have to watch what will happen next," said Mrs Pimjai.

Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities, played down the potential impacts from the new US tariff.

Fast-growing electronics products are exempted, while most of the tariffs apply to agricultural products, which have largely adjusted since the universal tariff measures were imposed previously before being revoked by the court, he said.

Based on initial assessments by the National Economic and Social Development Council, the impact from the US's Section 301 investigation should not be significant. Thai products likely to be affected include rice, textiles, yarn, personal protective equipment and solar cells, said Mr Koraphat.
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									Yuan-only payment tale causes stir in 'Bangkok's next Chinatown'								

								Restaurant in Huai Khwang denies TikTokker's claim that it refuses to accept baht
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																Inspectors took to the streets in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok on Thursday after a claim about a restaurant refusing to accept Thai baht and demanding Chinese yuan caused a social media stir.
District officers were checking all restaurants along both sides of Pracha Rat Bamphen Road -- dubbed "Bangkok's next Chinatown" -- to ensure their payment practices comply with the law, said Sombat Kruakeeratitham, the Huai Khwang district chief.

They were responding to a video posted on TikTok by a Chinese man living in Thailand, in which he claimed that a noodle restaurant in the area refused to accept Thai baht, saying it did not have a Thai bank account and only accepted Chinese yuan. The video was posted on May 25 by the account named Jaideebingandfreind.

The foreigner claimed he paid in yuan while also being charged an additional 50 baht. The total worked out to the equivalent of 375 baht, he said.

The man questioned whether it was appropriate for a Chinese restaurant operating in Thailand to have no Thai bank account, accepting only cash in yuan and payments via WeChat, the Chinese super-app.

Inspectors on Thursday found the restaurant in question had placed a QR code linked to a Thai bank account at the counter for customer payments.

Staff there explained that on the day of the incident, the QR payment system had malfunctioned, making it unable to process payments. They asked the customer to pay in cash instead, but the customer did not have any cash. When the QR code was tried again, it worked normally, they said.

The staff insisted that no extra charges were added and that they did not accept yuan as alleged.

The restaurant owner, who is Chinese and has not been named, said the negative publicity had caused him concern. He claimed the restaurant has never accepted payments in yuan and that all revenue is properly transferred into a Thai bank account.

Thursday's inspections reported no findings of any illegal operations, the district chief.

Authorities plan to introduce stickers for each store in the area certifying that they "accept payments in Thai baht 100%" to build consumer confidence, Mr Sombat said.

He said there had been no such complaints before. District officials regularly meet with 79 legally registered restaurants in the area to discuss operating guidelines and solutions, he added.
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									Thai consumers' council to sue Facebook								

								Landmark court action seeks damages for failure to protect people from fraudulent content
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																The Thailand Consumers Council is preparing to file the country's first-ever lawsuit against Facebook for failing to adequately protect people from fraudulent content on its platform.
The civil suit, naming Facebook, its parent company Meta and 16 other defendants, will be filed with the Civil Court on Monday, council secretary-general Saree Aongsomwang said on Thursday.

The council is representing 10 consumers who were victims of fraudulent activity originating on Facebook, with losses of 230 million baht.

The council first approached the social media company in November 2024, sending a letter to CEO Mark Zuckerberg with a number of specific recommendations for improving its fraud and scam prevention policies in Thailand.

However, the company's response has been unsatisfactory, causing the council to resort to court action, Ms Saree said.

She accused Facebook of failing to adequately screen out fraudulent content and illegal advertisements. Such content made false references to well-known people and sold fake and substandard products. There was also content about pirated goods, dangerous products and weapons.

Wrongdoers use the Facebook algorithm to analyse user behaviour and precisely reach their targeted groups, she said. Damaged victims suffer from their losses and some have ended their lives. Meanwhile, Facebook enjoys income from advertising fees collected from content owners, she said.

Ms Saree complained that Facebook was more strict about screening and consumer protection in the United States, Europe and Australia but had no such protection for users in Southeast Asian nations including Thailand.

Statistics from the first four months of 2026 show that Thais lost 7.48 billion baht to online scams, with Facebook the main platform, according to the council.

Boonyuen Siritham, the council president, said that from 2024 to March 2026, the council had received 6,164 complaints about scams and 61% of them involved Facebook. The majority were allegations about sales and investment scams, with investigations in many cases unable to reach a culprit.

Victims included teachers, doctors, businesspeople and government officials, as well as other members of the general public, she said.

The problem resulted not only from technology illiteracy but also from users' confidence in Facebook, and scammers abused that confidence, Ms Boonyuen said.

One of Meta's legal defences has been that financial transactions are not completed on its platforms, and it is not involved in handling money.

The company has also said that it continuously updates its policies that prohibit scams and related behaviour to stay one step ahead of bad actors. It also offers tools to allow people to block and report scams, and to warn about potentially suspicious activity.

In April, Thai police announced stepped-up cooperation with Meta to broaden a crackdown on online crime beyond gambling pages to cover all forms of scam networks, with faster detection and takedown measures.
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									Nepali climber alive after six days missing on Everest								

								Sherpa had reached summit on May 29 but was feared to have died on descent
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																KATHMANDU - A Nepali climbing guide who went missing on Mount Everest for six days and was feared dead has been found alive after crawling back to Base Camp, officials told AFP on Thursday.
His wife had even begun to offer last-rite prayers for his soul, she told AFP at the hospital in the capital Kathmandu, where he is recovering from "some frostbite" but is conscious.

Mountaineer Dawa Sherpa -- who is in his 50s, and is better known as "Hillary" after famed climber Edmund Hillary due to his experience -- vanished on the upper reaches of the world's highest mountain in bitter conditions, early on May 30.

He was found on Thursday morning close to Base Camp by the Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee (SPCC), a Nepali team that helps set routes on Everest and clean up waste left behind.

"He was found by a team of SPCC this morning close to the base camp -- he was crawling down," Pemba Sherpa of 8K Expeditions, which was overseeing search and rescue efforts, told AFP.

A helicopter flew him to Kathmandu, where an AFP team saw him carried out on a stretcher.

"I spoke to the doctors -- he has some frostbite, but otherwise seems okay," Pemba Sherpa added.

His wife Damu Sherpa said her family was overjoyed.

"We were very happy to hear the news, we had given up hope," she said. "We also began puja (death prayers) yesterday." (Story continues below)
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Medics and rescuers transfer mountaineer Dawa Sherpa from a helicopter upon his arrival at HAMS Hospital in Kathmandu on June 4, 2026. (Photo: AFP)



'Tiger of the mountains'

Climber Chris Thrall, a former British Royal Marine, said he successfully summited the 8,849-metre (29,032-foot) peak with Sherpa around 5pm on May 29.

He posted a video message on Instagram on Wednesday mourning what he thought was the death of Dawa Sherpa.

He called him an "absolute gentle giant of a man and a true 'tiger of the mountains'", in a post that assumed the worst.

Thrall described how on May 30 he had begun to descend from Camp Four -- at around 7,950m -- and just below the low-oxygen "death zone".

He said that as he descended, Dawa Sherpa stopped.

"He sat down for a rest with his backpack. These guys carry huge loads," he said.

"And I turned and I said, 'Hillary, are you okay, brother?' He said, 'Yes, yes, fine Chris, please go, go!' This is nothing new, you know, I'd go ahead, he'd go ahead."

As Thrall went down, he found a Polish climber who was struggling after running out of supplementary oxygen and had suffered frostbite.

"It had been a long summit push. What should have been five days to the summit and back took us 11 days, that's how challenging the conditions were," said Thrall.

"So, do I go back for Sherpa, who's probably going to rock up and be fine, as he has done hundreds of times before?" he added.

"Or do I help my fellow climber, who's got no oxygen, frostbite in his fingers, and obviously you're never far off hypothermia up there?"

Thrall described tough conditions, sharing his oxygen cylinder with the Pole as they descended, taking 11 hours to get to Camp Three. It would usually take two hours.

"I realised we had a really serious situation," he said.

Search teams set out to find Dawa Sherpa but he was not seen again until Thursday morning, having made his way down on his own.

The climb was one of the last of the season, meaning that there were few other mountaineers on the peak.

At least five people have died this season -- two Indians and three Nepali climbers involved in Everest preparations.

More than 1,000 climbers reached the summit of Everest this season, according to initial tallies by Nepali officials, making it the busiest season on record.

More than one thousand climbers -- including a record 274 in a single day -- reached the summit of Everest this season, according to initial tallies by Nepali officials, making it the busiest season ever.
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									Thailand updates power bank rules for air travellers								

								Regulator sets device capacity limits and bans them in checked baggage
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																The Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand has announced new regulations on air travellers with power banks, setting device capacity limits and banning them in checked baggage, among other restrictions.
The rules (see graphic below) are largely in line with International Civil Aviation Organization guidelines and are already being enforced by many airlines worldwide, including Thai Airways International.

The crackdown followed a fire on an Air Busan plane before takeoff in South Korea in January 2025, which raised alarm bells after an initial investigations suggested a power bank might have been responsible.

Locally, a Bangkok Airways flight from Samui to Hong Kong had to divert to Bangkok after a power bank caught fire in July 2025. A similar incident took place onboard a Thai AirAsia flight in January 2024.

Staff in both cases brought the fires under control swiftly but the incidents underlined the need for tighter controls.

"This reflects that lithium batteries significantly threaten the safety of passengers, crews and overall air transport operations," the CAAT said.

Under the new regulations, power banks must be in carry-on baggage only and they cannot be put in checked baggage.

The capacities of carried power banks must not exceed 100 watt-hours (Wh) or 20,000 milliampere-hours (mAh). Batteries with capacities between 101 and 160 Wh need approval from airlines before being brought aboard aircraft.

Power banks with unclear labels or no visible capacity rating are not permitted on board, it said.

Each air traveller cannot carry more than two lithium batteries.

The CAAT prohibits power banks from being charged or being used to charge any mobile phone or electronic device during flights.

Travellers cannot put power banks inside overhead compartments but must keep them in easily reachable locations such as seat pockets, space under seats in front of them, and their pockets. This is to allow cabin crew to quickly deal with any situation including unusual heat, smoke or fire.

Passengers are required to prevent short circuits of power banks by, for example, keeping the devices in their original bags or protective pouches to prevent power banks from contacting other metal objects or other batteries during their flights.

CAAT director-general ACM Manat Chavanaprayoon said many air passengers carried lithium batteries and power banks but such devices could overheat, give off smoke or cause fire if they were broken, knocked or used improperly.

"The regulations are not aimed at restricting passengers but at ensuring safety in line with the guidelines of the International Civil Aviation Organization and many other countries to maximise air transport safety in Thailand," he said.

[image: Source: Civil Aviation Authnority of Thailand]
Source: Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand
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																Japanese importers are interested in small Thai durians, while premium agricultural products secured orders totalling more than 334 million baht at Thaifex-Anuga Asia 2026.
Wittayakorn Maneenetr, director-general of the Department of Internal Trade (DIT), said the event may create new business opportunities in the Japanese market as importers expressed interest in small durians weighing up to 1.5 kilogrammes each.

"These durians are suitable for small households and meet the demand of Japanese consumers," he said.

Japanese importers had discussions with the DIT to find packaging providers and exporters capable of producing peeled durian in small packages for the Japanese market.

Meanwhile, a premium fruit and rice pavilion at the event received a positive response from both domestic and international buyers, resulting in 335 million baht in orders during the show.

Some 1,921 tonnes of fresh and processed fruit were sold valued at 222 million baht, as well as 809 tonnes of premium rice worth 109 million and 5,490 bottles of community liquor totalling 3.45 million.

The DIT expects a large volume of continuous orders after the show, said Mr Wittayakorn.

The event supports agricultural output, which is projected to increase in 2026, particularly fruit production, which could rise by more than 30%, he noted.

The event fostered market opportunities and supported greater price stability for Thai fruit, said Mr Wittayakorn.

Promotional activities in collaboration with NipponBoyz, a well-known Japanese content creator, raised awareness about Thai fruit and helped expand the consumer base for Thai fruit products in the Japanese market, according to the DIT.
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									Local sustainable bond issuance exceeds B1.1tn								

								Level highlights work to decarbonise
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																Thailand's sustainable bond market has surpassed 1.1 trillion baht in cumulative issuance, with regulators and market participants now turning their attention to transition finance as the next major growth driver, particularly for carbon-intensive industries seeking funding to support decarbonisation efforts.
Speaking at an ESG bond seminar organised by the Thai Bond Market Association (ThaiBMA), the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the Royal Thai Embassy in Brussels, Ariya Tiranaprakij, president of ThaiBMA, said Thailand's environmental, social and governance (ESG) bond market has expanded steadily over several years.

Between 2019 and April 2026, cumulative ESG bond issuance exceeded 1.1 trillion baht from 43 issuers, while outstanding ESG bonds totalled 1.03 trillion baht.

Despite the strong growth, nearly 70% of private-sector ESG bond issuance remains concentrated in the energy and transport sectors, with most issuers already operating green or low-carbon businesses, she said.

Meanwhile, hard-to-abate industries continue to face challenges in accessing suitable sustainable financing instruments.

Transition Bonds Emerging

Investors and issuers increasingly view transition finance as a critical mechanism for helping carbon-intensive industries move towards net-zero emissions targets.

Kosintr Puongsophol, senior financial sector specialist at the Asian Development Bank, said transition bonds have become an increasingly important financing tool globally, with roughly 59% of transition finance proceeds directed towards energy, infrastructure and utility projects.

He said companies seeking transition financing must establish transparent and credible transition plans covering strategic objectives, operational implementation, value chain engagement, measurable targets, and governance structures in order to avoid concerns over greenwashing.

The importance of transition financing is evident in heavy industries such as cement, petrochemicals, power generation, transport and agriculture, where substantial capital investment is required to reduce emissions.

SEC Prepares New Rules

The SEC is planning to introduce regulatory frameworks for new sustainability-linked debt instruments.

Tayakorn Jitrakuldecha, director of the bond department at the SEC, said the regulator is preparing a public consultation on draft regulations governing transition bonds and Thailand amber bonds, aligned with the Thailand Taxonomy and International Capital Market Association standards.

Under the proposed framework, issuers will be required to establish transition finance frameworks and obtain external reviews from qualified independent assessors.

The SEC plans to continue offering fee exemptions to encourage ESG bond issuance.

Market observers say the new regulations could significantly expand the issuer base beyond traditional green sectors and accelerate sustainable financing across the broader economy.

Heavy Industry

Industrial companies are already laying the groundwork for future transition finance opportunities.

Chana Poomee, advisor to Siam Cement Plc (SCG), highlighted the progress of the "Saraburi Sandbox" initiative, a collaborative effort led by the Thai Cement Manufacturers Association and SCG to transform Saraburi into Thailand's first low-carbon city.

The project promotes low-carbon hydraulic cement, LC3 clay technology capable of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 30-40%, renewable energy adoption, and waste-to-energy solutions.

According to Mr Chana, successful transition financing requires clear corporate roadmaps aligned with Thailand's nationally determined contributions and national taxonomy frameworks.

Growth Stage

As Thailand's ESG bond market matures, industry leaders expect future growth to be driven less by traditional green financing and more by transition financing aimed at helping high-emission sectors decarbonise.

The emergence of transition bonds and Thailand amber bonds is expected to unlock new investment opportunities for industries previously excluded from sustainable finance markets, while supporting the country's long-term ambition to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions.

Ms Ariya said the next phase of market development will place greater emphasis on transparency, measurable climate outcomes, and credible transition plans, reinforcing investor confidence and broadening access to sustainable capital across the economy.
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																Major Thai energy firms have divested their power plant assets to divert money to clean energy.
Industry analysts say while the asset sales by Electricity Generating Plc (Egco), Banpu Power Plc and BCPG Plc, the power generation arm of Bangchak Corporation, may superficially resemble a withdrawal of Thai capital from Western markets, each transaction is underpinned by distinct strategic, corporate and legal motivations aimed at optimising portfolios for a low-carbon future or higher renewable exposure.

PORTFOLIO ADJUSTMENT

Over the last few years, major Thai energy companies have optimised their portfolios through asset monetisation and recycling, leading to significant sales of power plant shares.

They have sold all or part of their stakes in power plants not because they are abandoning those markets, but rather reshaping portfolios during the global energy transition, said analysts.

The strategies for power plant sales have shifted from a need for cash, debt reduction, or because a project's high-return phase had run its course. Many companies now sell to reallocate funds for faster-growing businesses, in preparation for high interest rates, to reduce portfolios with excessive fossil fuel power plants, and to capitalise on the artificial intelligence data centre market with high demand for both electricity and water.

Power plant investors are also preparing to become renewable power suppliers, entering the first phase of the direct power purchase agreement (PPA) scheme to directly supply clean power to data centres.

According to the Energy Regulatory Commission, authorities are preparing to pilot the direct PPA scheme, which bypasses Thailand's restrictions on peer-to-peer power trade to facilitate clean electricity purchases for data centre operators.

These energy companies expect many more phases of direct PPA development, as the digital business extends beyond data centres to include semiconductors and other related sectors, noted analysts.

In addition, businesses want to participate in greenhouse gas emission reduction projects under the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, which is already being enforced.

ASSET SALES

So far BCPG, Banpu Power and Egco have all shifted their investment strategies, signalling notable changes in direction in the energy sector.

On May 28, BCPG announced it changed its investment plan in the Hamilton gas-fired power generation facilities in Pennsylvania, the US. BCPG said other shareholders, who own a 75% share, made a legal agreement that forces it to sell its shares if they decide to sell theirs.

This rule is called "drag-along rights" under Delaware law, and obliged BCPG to sell its shareholding to a third-party buyer alongside the majority owners.

The sale yielded substantial cash that BCPG intends to reallocate towards its Asian smart energy and technology portfolio.

Rawee Boonsinsukh, president and chief executive of BCPG, said the proceeds from the transaction will be used to support the company's strategic investments in clean energy and related infrastructure businesses, to repay part of our loans, and to strengthen working capital to support sustainable long-term growth.

In February, Banpu Power, which is merging with its parent firm, finalised the divestment of a 25% stake in the Temple I and Temple II gas-fired power plants in Texas. The stake was sold for roughly US$230 million.

Issara Niropas, chief executive of Banpu Power, said the transaction aimed to elevate the company to a leader in utility-scale power and integrated businesses to support the energy transition.

Banpu Power did not specify its clean energy project investment, but industry observers say clean energy development aligns with the company's vision.

Early last year, Egco turned asset recycling into green infrastructure by selling its 49% stake in the Rhode Island State Energy Center, the operator of a 609-megawatt gas-fired facility in the US, to Shell Energy North America.

The divestment came when the stock price was high, coinciding with peak electricity demand, when power generation was running at full capacity to keep up, securing Egco substantial profits.

Egco used the money to fund its "Power 4" corporate strategy, which eschews fossil fuel infrastructure and channels money into high-growth, low-carbon technologies.

The company is interested in utility-scale battery energy storage systems, small modular reactor technology, and advanced renewable developments spearheaded by its US clean energy subsidiary Apex Clean Energy.
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																Consumer confidence has started to trend down again after peaking in 2022-23, prompting many consumers to delay purchases of big-ticket items such as homes and cars, according to property consultancy Terra Media and Consulting.
Sumitra Wongpakdee, managing director of Terra, said an online survey conducted between May 1-15 found the consumer confidence index had fallen to 56, down from 66 in the second half of 2025.

"Although sentiment remains positive, as a reading above 50 indicates confidence in the economic outlook, the index is clearly trending downwards again, reflecting weak consumer confidence," she said.

The index in the second half of 2025 rose to 66, from 45 in the first half of the year. The reading previously declined from 72 in 2024, 75 in 2023, and 79 in 2022 -- the highest level recorded during the survey period.

The lowest reading was 44 in 2021 amid the Covid-19 lockdowns, compared with 71 in 2020.

Ms Sumitra said this year's decline was mainly driven by two factors: weak confidence in purchasing big-ticket items such as homes and cars, which registered an index reading of 42, and pessimism about Thailand's economic outlook over the next 12 months, with a reading of 38.

"The level of concern about the economy is now comparable to what we saw during the lockdown period in 2021," she said.

For the survey's other indicators, respondents remained relatively optimistic about their personal finances. The highest index reading of 80 was for their expected financial situation over the next 12 months.

Their assessment of their current financial status compared with a year earlier tallied 67, and their outlook for the Thai economy over the next five years registered 56.

Terra conducted its annual survey of prospective homebuyers across different generations online from 2020-24 and semi-annually from 2025 onwards.

The latest survey had 400 respondents, with 52% based in Bangkok and 48% in other provinces.

The largest group of respondents, accounting for 44%, were middle-income earners with monthly incomes of 15,000-50,000 baht. Another 25% earned more than 50,000 baht per month, while 31% had incomes of less than 15,000 baht.

Generation Y, age 31-44, made up the largest share of respondents at 44%, followed by Generation X, age 45-59, at 32%. Generation Z, age 15-30, accounted for 16%, while Baby Boomers 60 and older represented 8%.

WELL-BEING TREND

Terra also surveyed attitudes towards well-being and found 93% of respondents considered health a priority.

Baby Boomers placed the greatest emphasis on health, with 60% describing it as very important, the highest proportion among all generations.

Regarding monthly spending on health and wellness including fitness activities, healthy food, vitamins, health check-ups and other healthcare services, 43% said they allocated between 1,000 and 3,000 baht per month. Another 18% reported spending 3,000-6,000 baht, while 18% registered spending of less than 1,000 baht, and 13% had no fixed health budget, followed by 5% spending 6,000-10,000 baht a month and 2% more than 10,000 baht.

The survey identified several growing wellness trends over the past three years. The strongest increases were in prioritising quality sleep and cardiovascular exercise, both at 50%, followed by weight training at 41%.

In terms of preventive healthcare, healthy eating ranked highest at 64%, followed by supplements and vitamins at 48%, and health tracking through digital devices and applications at 46%.

Meanwhile, several lifestyle activities have become less popular. Socialising outside the home recorded the largest decline at 49%, followed by spa and recovery treatments at 33% and alcohol consumption at 26%.

"Prospective homebuyers this year tend to have a high well-being index," said Ms Sumitra.

"Developers should incorporate wellness, well-being and longevity concepts into their products to better match consumer preferences in this market environment."

She said future homebuyers were no longer focused solely on larger living spaces.

"People are looking for homes that support better health and long-term quality of life," said Ms Sumitra.

"They want access to green spaces, fresh air and environments that contribute to physical and mental well-being."
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																BARCELONA: A liver disease affecting nearly 1.7 billion people worldwide is emerging as a major health challenge, but experts say it remains under-recognised and under-prioritised in public health policy.
Health leaders attending the Global Think-tank on Steatotic Liver Disease Flagship Meeting 2026 in Barcelona on May 25-26 called on governments to integrate liver health into broader non-communicable disease (NCD) strategies through prevention, early detection, policy action and international cooperation.

Steatotic liver disease (SLD), which is closely linked to obesity, type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease and alcohol-related harm, is now recognised as part of the wider NCD crisis. NCDs remain among the leading causes of premature death among working-age populations worldwide.

Despite the scale of the problem, experts said awareness among policymakers and international health institutions has been slow to develop.

They said SLD should be treated as a major health priority rather than a neglected issue, and that recently adopted international commitments must be turned into action.

A major breakthrough came at the World Health Assembly (WHA), where member states adopted the first-ever resolution on SLD.

Health experts described the move as a milestone reflecting growing recognition of metabolic diseases and the need for a coordinated response.

The resolution is expected to place liver health more firmly within international efforts to tackle NCDs, alongside conditions such as diabetes and obesity.

Jeffrey V Lazarus, director of the Global Think-tank on Steatotic Liver Disease and MASH Cities, said the adoption of the resolution represented more than a symbolic achievement.

"The disease is deeply connected to the metabolic health crisis, yet it remains under-recognised in health policy, primary care, prevention and NCD strategies," he said during discussions involving more than 190 health leaders.

"The opportunity is immediate: member states should bring liver health into the centre of the response to non-communicable diseases, alongside diabetes and obesity."

Health experts said SLD has often been absent from broader NCD frameworks despite its close links to cardiovascular disease, diabetes and metabolic dysfunction.

They warned that prevention, early diagnosis and integrated care systems remain inadequate in many countries.

Europe under pressure

Concerns are particularly acute in Europe.

A recent Lancet Regional Health-Europe report, developed by 75 co-authors from more than 30 countries and led by the Barcelona Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal), estimated that one in three people in the European Union and the United Kingdom are living with metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD), now considered a leading cause of liver cancer in Europe.

The report estimated MASLD prevalence among adults in the EU and UK at 30.4%.

Europe also has the highest per-capita alcohol consumption rates in the world. Combined with obesity and other risk factors, alcohol use has contributed to elevated rates of end-stage liver disease and liver cancer across the region.

Despite the growing health and economic burden, the report found Europe remains poorly prepared to address MASLD and its progressive form, metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis (MASH).

As governments struggle to keep pace with the growing burden of liver disease, some city authorities are attempting to fill the gap.

Trenton White of ISGlobal, who oversees the MASH Cities Initiative, said municipal leaders have often moved faster than national governments in raising awareness and supporting prevention efforts.

"Community-based approaches are key to raising public awareness of early prevention and detection," he said.

The MASH Cities Initiative seeks to tackle the growing burden of MASLD and MASH through city-level action, arguing that municipalities influence many of the social, environmental and commercial factors that shape metabolic and liver health.

The initiative encourages local governments to incorporate liver disease prevention into broader urban agendas focused on NCDs, public health equity and sustainable development.

Mr White said local responses have been encouraging, with strong cooperation from community partners working to expand access to early diagnosis and treatment while limiting disease progression.

The initiative launched its first declaration in Italy earlier this year before expanding to New York City, with plans for broader expansion across other European cities.

Political commitment

Speaking at the Barcelona meeting, Dr Mahamed Hassany, assistant health minister of Egypt, described SLD as one of the most urgent and rapidly growing health challenges of modern times. "The global response to non-communicable diseases will remain incomplete unless liver health is fully integrated into it," he said.

Dr Hassany said the disease continues to be under-recognised, under-diagnosed and under-prioritised despite its increasing prevalence.

"No country can address this challenge alone," he said, calling for coordinated engagement among governments, academia, civil society, international organisations, financing institutions and scientists.

He pointed to Egypt's hepatitis C elimination programme as an example of how political commitment can deliver results, citing a reduction in hepatitis C prevalence from 10% in 2016 to 1% in 2019 through early detection and free treatment.

At the WHA in Switzerland, Thailand's public health minister, Pattana Promphat, highlighted the role of AI and health data in strengthening health systems and supporting public-health initiatives.

Mr Pattana said the ministry was using health data to generate public benefits while safeguarding individual rights, and underlined Thailand's commitment to working with international partners to advance AI in healthcare as a tool for equity and sustainable health systems.

[image: Dr Mohamed Hassany, Assistant Minister of Health of Egypt, shares Egypt's experience in combating hepatitis C at the event.]
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									New US tariff could threaten Thai exports								

								Possibility of Section 301 penalty worsens trade uncertainties
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																A new US tariff could pose a severe threat to Thai exports in the latter half of this year, causing fresh trade uncertainties, say economists and businesses.
Thai export growth in the second half of 2026 could remain flat from last year if tariffs under Section 301 of the US Trade Act go ahead next month, said Nuttaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

Section 301 authorises the US Trade Representative (USTR) to investigate and impose retaliatory tariffs or trade restrictions on countries that engage in "unfair, unreasonable" or discriminatory policies that burden US commerce.  

These practices include excess manufacturing capacity, intellectual property violations, digital services taxes, and forced or child labour.

The USTR has singled out insufficient measures to prevent forced labour as justification for the new tariff. While forced labour might not exist in a particular country, some of its products could be penalised if their supply chain includes imports from other countries where forced labour is used.

The new tariff could replace the current Section 122 tariffs that expire on July 24 for imports from 59 countries and the EU. Those rates were imposed after the US Supreme Court ruled against President Donald Trump's "reciprocal" tariffs last year.

Fourteen countries or regions could be subject to a 10% tariff under Section 301, comprising Canada, Ecuador, El Salvador, Argentina, the EU, the UK, Bangladesh, Guatemala, Mexico, Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and Taiwan.

Thailand would be among 46 countries subject to a 12.5% tariff, along with China, Brazil, South Korea and Switzerland.

Imports from Thailand are currently subject to a 10% tariff rate under Section 122, compared with the 19% "reciprocal" rate that the Supreme Court earlier ruled unconstitutional.

The USTR is scheduled to hold hearings on July 7 about the proposed tariffs. After the review is completed, tariff rates could be set for each country, potentially next month.

In some cases, a Section 301 tariff could be imposed on top of the base tariff for certain products, adding to the uncertainty.

"The initial phase allows the US to force affected countries to enter negotiations with it. Countries such as Thailand would likely have to sacrifice something in order to obtain favourable tariff rates," Ms Nuttaporn told the Bangkok Post.

"If the negotiation results fail to impress the US, it might lift tariff rates for specific countries later."

Thailand still has not reached a final agreement on trade and tariffs with Washington, while than Malaysia, Indonesia and Cambodia have all done so.

The Section 301 strategy could trigger countermeasures from severely hit countries, similar to what happened with Trump's reciprocal tariff, she said.

Trump signalled he intends to use Section 301 to rebuild his tariff agenda after the Supreme Court ruled he exceeded his authority by using the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose duties without congressional approval.

After the court struck down those tariffs, Trump sought to revive them partly with the global 10% duty that would expire next month.

Ms Nuttaporn said K-Research anticipates Thai exports will weaken in the second half of the year after shipments surged by nearly 20% year-on-year in the first four months.

The think tank recently lifted its 2026 export growth forecast to 8.2% from 1%.

"Our 8.2% growth forecast is quite conservative," she said.

"In the worst-case scenario, exports could post flat growth in the latter half of the year."

Cost concerns

The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said the prospect of Section 301 tariffs has sparked fresh concerns among exporters, causing them to look for ways to deal with increasing costs.

"We believe food manufacturers will certainly be hit," said Pimjai Leeissaranukul, the chairwoman of the FTI, adding that it remains unclear whether industries such as electronics will be affected by higher import duties following media reports of Washington's renewed attempts to revive its tariff policy.

"Manufacturers must try their best to control costs," said Mrs Pimjai. "Thailand also needs to look for new markets more seriously."

She said that while the FTI is confident about the ongoing trade negotiations between Thai and US authorities, the question of whether Thailand will be affected by new tariffs also depends on Trump.

"Trump tends to threaten others. We have to watch what will happen next," said Mrs Pimjai.

Koraphat Vorachet, assistant managing director and head of research at Krungsri Securities, played down the potential impacts from the new US tariff.

Fast-growing electronics products are exempted, while most of the tariffs apply to agricultural products, which have largely adjusted since the universal tariff measures were imposed previously before being revoked by the court, he said.

Based on initial assessments by the National Economic and Social Development Council, the impact from the US's Section 301 investigation should not be significant. Thai products likely to be affected include rice, textiles, yarn, personal protective equipment and solar cells, said Mr Koraphat.
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								Tax collection healthy through April but full impact of Mideast crisis now setting in
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																The government might miss its revenue target for the current fiscal year because of economic impact from the Middle East crisis, says a senior official at the Ministry of Finance.
During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, which began last Oct 1, revenue-collecting agencies worked hard to ensure they did not miss the goal, permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit said on Thursday.

However, the outlook for the final five months of the fiscal year is likely to differ from the first seven. In that earlier period, the energy crisis triggered by the war in Iran had not yet fully emerged.

The conflict has contributed to a global economic crisis affecting many countries, including Thailand.

Mr Lavaron said it was still too early to determine by how much revenue collection for fiscal 2026 may fall below the target.

According to budget documents, the government's revenue target for fiscal 2026 is 2.92 trillion baht.

During the first seven months of fiscal 2026, the government collected 1.50 trillion baht in net revenue, exceeding the target by 31.3 billion baht or 2.1%, and up 5.4% year-on-year.

The increase was attributed to higher domestic value-added tax collections; additional dividend payments from Vayupak Fund I out of retained earnings, as well as dividend remittances that exceeded projections due to improved operating performance at certain state-owned enterprises; and the remittance of surplus proceeds from bond issuance to finance the fiscal deficit.

But tax refunds issued by the Revenue Department, which are deducted from gross revenue, exceeded projections by 13.2 billion baht, or 5.6%, attributed to a policy aimed at improving and accelerating the corporate income tax refund process to enhance efficiency and increase liquidity for businesses.

With respect to government revenue performance during the first seven months of the fiscal year, the Revenue Department collected 1.18 trillion baht, exceeding its target by 2.0%, while the Excise Department collected 338 billion baht, beating its target by 1.9%, and the Customs Department collected 65.9 billion baht, down 6.8% from its target.

State enterprises remitted 131 billion baht to the government, exceeding their target by 9.5%, while other government agencies remitted 113 billion, besting their target by 12.7%.
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																ZURICH - Though Hong Kong has overtaken Switzerland as the number one in cross-border wealth management, rather than enter panic mode, Swiss banks seem unruffled -- feeling it bolsters the case against looming tighter banking regulations.
Hong Kong is now the world's largest cross-border booking centre thanks to inflows from mainland China, strong initial public offering activity, and equity market gains, said a study published last week by the Boston Consulting Group (BCG).

Hong Kong had $2.95 trillion worth of cross-border assets under management in 2025, while Switzerland had $2.95 trillion.

Rapid advances in technology innovation and artificial intelligence sectors are "expected to open up greater scope for development within Hong Kong's asset and wealth management industry", said Paul Chan, Financial Secretary the semi-autonomous Chinese city.

More than 60% of the external capital comes from mainland China, the BCG 2026 Global Wealth Report said, adding that Hong Kong was "cementing its role as China's gateway to global markets".

"Uncertainties around US-China tensions are the main reason they are moving capital and managing wealth in Hong Kong," Gary Ng, senior economist at Natixis Corporate and Investment Banking, told AFP.

However, China's market regulator announced a sweeping investigation in May against some brokers running cross-border trading, as it launched a two-year crackdown on investment leaving the mainland.

On Monday, China's cabinet announced new rules due to enter force in July, aimed at curbing outbound investment and deals with foreign entities which might transfer restricted technology, services and data overseas without authorisation.

"Investors engaging in foreign investment and related activities... shall not endanger China's national security or harm national interests," authorities said.

Ng noted that if Beijing "truly wants to accelerate" the internationalisation of China's yuan currency, "it will need to accept freer cross-border capital movement".

Tougher Swiss regulations planned

The Swiss Bankers Association told AFP that Hong Kong had been directly benefiting from exceptionally strong asset growth in China.

But it said Swiss banks too had a successful presence in key Asian growth markets.

"For Switzerland, competitive framework conditions are particularly crucial for the future. It is essential that regulation remains targeted and internationally coordinated so that both stability and competitiveness are strengthened," it said.

Switzerland's biggest bank UBS is currently at loggerheads with the government, which wants to tighten banking regulations following the implosion of Credit Suisse in 2023.

UBS was strongarmed into a quickfire takeover of its closest domestic rival to prevent a major blow to Switzerland's financial stability.

Bern now wants stronger safeguards, given the merged megabank's size relative to the Swiss economy.

Hong Kong overtaking Switzerland "shows that international competitiveness must remain at the heart of the discussions," the Association of Swiss Private Banks, which represents wealth management firms, told AFP.

During debates on the government's proposals, "parliament will have to keep this in mind", it added.

'Playing half the game'

Andreas Venditti, an analyst with the Swiss investment managers Vontobel, said Hong Kong's rise to the top had been coming because growth rates were stronger in Asia.

"As Swiss banks are among the largest wealth managers in Asia -- with UBS the largest in the region by very far -- they clearly benefit from the higher growth rates," he told AFP.

UBS's assets under management in the Asia-Pacific region amounted to $781 billion at the end of March, he noted.

Cross-border wealth grew by 10.7% in Hong Kong in 2025, compared to 7.6% in Switzerland, said BCG.

Dean Frankle, a managing director and financial institutions specialist at BCG, said Hong Kong overtaking Switzerland is primarily down to "the rise of Asia".

For wealthy Asian clients, "why would you go to Europe" when Hong Kong is "at your doorstep", he said, hence the importance for Swiss banks to be competitive in the Asian market.

"If you're not serving both markets, you're only playing half the game," he told AFP.
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																Siam Gas and Petrochemicals Plc (SGP), Thailand's second-largest liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) trader by volume, expects sales to grow by at least 10.5% year-on-year to 3.5 million tonnes in 2026 despite sharp increases in global LPG prices triggered by Middle East tensions.
The company predicted a rebound in 2026 after two consecutive years of contraction.

Pinit Lojindarat, investor relations manager at SGP, said the company sold around 1 million tonnes in the first quarter, with 2.5 million tonnes more projected by year-end.

Overseas markets and trading business will continue to dominate the company's portfolio, accounting for 75% of total sales, while domestic sales will contribute 25%.

The decline in sales over the past two years was largely due to a glut in China, SGP's largest market, combined with weaker petrochemical demand and volatile global LPG prices.

However, the company's first-quarter performance this year showed signs of recovery.

Revenue rose 17.6% year-on-year to 23.2 billion baht, driven by a 33.6% increase in overseas sales, particularly in China and Vietnam, alongside strong growth in its trading business.

Global LPG prices surged after war broke out in the Middle East, disrupting supply routes through the Strait of Hormuz from one of the world's largest production hubs.

Average prices for butane and propane, types of LPG, jumped from about US$520 per tonne in January to $800 per tonne in March, a 53% increase.

The LPG transport disruptions caused SGP to diversify its supply sources, securing shipments from the US and Africa to mitigate risks. Mr Pinit said these measures should ensure stable supply for the remainder of the year, even if the conflict persists.

Domestically, SGP continues to maintain a strong market share, particularly in the automotive and industrial sectors, where its sales growth has outpaced the market average.

The company remains the second-largest player in Thailand's LPG market, reinforcing its position despite challenging conditions.

Looking ahead, he said the energy outlook for the second half of the year is supported by rising demand across Asia.

China, India, and other developing economies are expected to drive consumption in industrial, transport and household sectors, providing a solid foundation for SGP's growth strategy.
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																SCB X, the financial technology conglomerate and holding company of Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), expects to maintain single-digit loan growth for its Gen 2 businesses under a cautious strategy despite their strong growth potential.
Arak Sutivong, deputy chief executive of SCB X, said the company has gradually expanded lending and the overall operations of its Gen 2 subsidiaries, which provide consumer and digital finance services, amid mounting economic challenges both domestically and globally.

The Gen 2 businesses include Card X, Auto X, Monix, Abacus Digital and Alpha X. In the first quarter of 2026, the segment's combined loan portfolio totalled 169 billion baht, up 6% from 159 billion baht at the end of last year.

"The Gen 2 businesses are considered a key driver of the company's future growth. Although they have strong growth potential following adjustments to their business models, we want to maintain single-digit loan growth under a cautious approach that aligns with the economic environment," he said.

At the beginning of the year, SCB X believed its Gen 2 businesses were ready to expand independently after 1-2 years of refining and adjusting their business models. However, the outbreak of the war in the Middle East and its prolonged impact, coupled with Thailand's high level of household debt, prompted the company to adopt a more cautious growth stance.

Card X, which provides credit card and personal loan services, has demonstrated strong growth potential, Mr Arak said. As of March this year, the company's outstanding loans totalled 97 billion baht, up 12.2% quarter-on-quarter and 5.2% year-on-year.

The upcoming virtual bank under the SCB X consortium named Bank X is another Gen 2 business and is expected to begin operations by the end of this year.

"We want to ensure full readiness in every aspect, including systems and design, to create a distinctive competitive advantage for Bank X before its launch," he said.

SCB X's virtual bank consortium includes South Korea's KakaoBank and WeBank. SCB X holds a 90% stake in the virtual bank, while the remaining 10% is held by KakaoBank. WeBank serves as the consortium's core technology and innovation partner.

Mr Arak said the shareholding structure is based on shareholder and partnership agreements, with each partner having clearly defined responsibilities and long-term return arrangements.

Among Thailand's three virtual banks, Clicx Bank, established jointly by Krungthai Bank, Advanced Info Service and PTT Oil and Retail Business, is scheduled to launch on June 19 as the country's first virtual bank. Meanwhile, Ascend Bank, backed by Charoen Pokphand Group, is expected to debut in July.
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																Japanese importers are interested in small Thai durians, while premium agricultural products secured orders totalling more than 334 million baht at Thaifex-Anuga Asia 2026.
Wittayakorn Maneenetr, director-general of the Department of Internal Trade (DIT), said the event may create new business opportunities in the Japanese market as importers expressed interest in small durians weighing up to 1.5 kilogrammes each.

"These durians are suitable for small households and meet the demand of Japanese consumers," he said.

Japanese importers had discussions with the DIT to find packaging providers and exporters capable of producing peeled durian in small packages for the Japanese market.

Meanwhile, a premium fruit and rice pavilion at the event received a positive response from both domestic and international buyers, resulting in 335 million baht in orders during the show.

Some 1,921 tonnes of fresh and processed fruit were sold valued at 222 million baht, as well as 809 tonnes of premium rice worth 109 million and 5,490 bottles of community liquor totalling 3.45 million.

The DIT expects a large volume of continuous orders after the show, said Mr Wittayakorn.

The event supports agricultural output, which is projected to increase in 2026, particularly fruit production, which could rise by more than 30%, he noted.

The event fostered market opportunities and supported greater price stability for Thai fruit, said Mr Wittayakorn.

Promotional activities in collaboration with NipponBoyz, a well-known Japanese content creator, raised awareness about Thai fruit and helped expand the consumer base for Thai fruit products in the Japanese market, according to the DIT.
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																As artificial intelligence (AI), digital disruption and geopolitical uncertainty reshape enterprise technology strategies, leading century-old Thai conglomerate Yip In Tsoi Group is leveraging its long-standing trust and business heritage to position itself for its next era of growth through the launch of Yipintsoi Next Co Ltd, a strategic transformation aimed at strengthening its agility, competitiveness and innovation capabilities.
Supak Lailert, chief executive of Yipintsoi Next, said the creation of the firm and its strategic business realignment within the group provide greater operational flexibility and agility, enabling the company to adapt more quickly, respond to evolving customer needs, and define a clearer direction for future growth.

Yip In Tsoi Group has undertaken this first major organisational restructuring in its history by consolidating its IT business units and technology-related subsidiaries under Yipintsoi Next as it prepares for its next century of growth.

The restructuring brings together four affiliate companies and the group's IT business under Yipintsoi Next, covering systems integration, cloud, cybersecurity, AI and enterprise solutions.

The restructuring strengthens cross-functional collaboration between public and private sector teams, allowing the company to offer more integrated end-to-end services while improving internal resource sharing and efficiency.

"I expect the restructuring to improve operational capacity, accelerate delivery timelines and enhance cost efficiency by roughly 20-25%," Mr Supak said.

The "Next" brand reflects the company's ambition to evolve beyond traditional systems integration into a more agile, business-driven technology organisation, he said.

"In the next era, the role of systems integrators is evolving towards more strategic advisory partnerships. Our role must increasingly become that of an adviser and a technology partner to our customers," Mr Supak said.

Customers today no longer want to simply purchase infrastructure or software. Instead, they expect technology investments to generate clear returns, improve operational efficiency and support revenue growth, he noted.

As a result, Yipintsoi Next increasingly engages not only with IT departments, but also with chief financial officers, marketing executives and business leaders.

NAVIGATING VOLATILITY

Cost optimisation has become one of the company's key priorities for enterprise customers, Mr Supak said.

He said many organisations are under growing pressure to reduce IT maintenance and operational expenses, while ensuring investments deliver clear returns.

To help customers navigate these challenges, the company provides cloud optimisation services that evaluate cloud usage, right size infrastructure, and migrate workloads to more cost-effective platforms.

It also helps organisations streamline operations by consolidating security tools and improving system maintenance efficiency.

On the revenue side, Yipintsoi Next focuses on upgrading core backend systems such as core banking platforms, enabling enterprises to launch products faster, process transactions more efficiently and improve customer responsiveness.

The company is also deploying AI and machine learning technologies to help clients analyse customer behaviour and strengthen sales targeting.

The company's broader technology strategy centres on four key pillars: cybersecurity; cloud infrastructure; environmental, social and governance (ESG) technology; and AI-driven analytics.

In cybersecurity, Yipintsoi Next is advising organisations, particularly financial institutions, to prepare for post-quantum cryptography as future quantum computing developments could eventually threaten existing encryption standards.

Although fully realised quantum computing is still years away, Mr Supak said organisations should begin mapping their cryptographic assets now, as migrating systems could take between three and seven years.

The company is also helping enterprises modernise cloud and infrastructure systems while maintaining control over mission-critical operations and data residency requirements.

In manufacturing, the company is working to bridge IT and operational technology systems to reduce downtime and improve operational resilience.

Meanwhile, Yipintsoi Next sees ESG technology becoming increasingly important for export-oriented industries and SET listed firms.

The company is deploying sensors, monitoring platforms to help organisations turn sustainability targets into measurable and verifiable operational data.

AI transformation remains another major focus area. Mr Supak believes the market is moving beyond AI hype towards more practical enterprise adoption.

"I believe AI will eventually become just another core technology. Right now, it's at a peak of hype where it looks exciting, but ultimately it will become integrated into standard project development workflows," he said.

According to the company, successful AI implementation depends on two critical foundations: strong data infrastructure and clearly defined business use cases.

"Implementing AI just for the sake of having it will not lead to true digital transformation," Mr Supak said.

Another key focus is reducing technology dependency by helping customers avoid overreliance on a single vendor, cloud provider or technology ecosystem.

The company advocates a more balanced and open IT architecture strategy that allows enterprises to diversify technology providers, distribute infrastructure across multiple locations and carefully evaluate geopolitical risks tied to technology origins.

This approach is particularly important for mission-critical national infrastructure and financial systems, where resilience and operational continuity are becoming strategic priorities.

Despite the restructuring, Yipintsoi Next remains committed to retaining and upskilling its 1,500 employees rather than reducing headcount.

The company is investing heavily in reskilling technical staff to better understand business operations and transition from technical product discussions to more consultative advisory roles.

"We are a company that highly values our people. We'll bring everyone along with us into this new era," Mr Supak said.

PARTNER OF CHOICE

Looking ahead, the company is shifting towards more recurring revenue streams to strengthen long-term resilience and profitability.

Recurring revenue currently accounts for 35% of income, with a target to increase that figure to 50% over the next few years.

Launching an initial public offering and undertake private investment are also parts of the company's medium-term strategy to raise capital for business expansion and talent development.

"Our ultimate goal is to become the 'partner of choice', " Mr Supak said.

"We want customers to choose us first for our reliability, technological independence and long-term commitment.

"Our philosophy has always been simple: we never abandon our customers, regardless of how challenging a project becomes," Mr Supak said.
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																Snack and food producers are prepared for unfavourable climate conditions this year, which are expected to affect agricultural produce.
Apirak Kosayodhin, chief executive of Lanna Agriculture Industry Co Ltd, a manufacturer and exporter of edamame (green soybean) and ready-to-eat meals, said that if an El Nino event occurs in Thailand this year, it will definitely affect agricultural production, though the severity will depend on the type of produce.

A super El Nino event, characterised by extreme heat and low rainfall, would affect both production volume and product quality for edamame.

"Authorities should prepare preventive measures to mitigate the impact of El Nino, rather than provide relief after it occurs," he said.

The company previously used databases and other measures to increase farm yields per rai, Mr Apirak said, while also adjusting its planting plan to prevent supply shortages.

Chanikarn Kowongprasert, assistant managing director of Sweet Bee Farm, producer of the Tamarind House brand, said managing tamarind production will be challenging because of its reliance on climate conditions.

The company typically sources tamarind of all sizes and grades from orchards in Phetchabun province, with the harvest season running from January to February.

Despite concerns about a super El Nino event this year, she said the company has sufficient tamarind for production, with substantial reserves stored in a frozen storage facility.

BROADER PORTFOLIO

Mr Apirak said production volumes could be affected by climate risks, so Lanna Agriculture Industry is addressing this by transforming itself from an agricultural product manufacturer into a food company.

Lanna will not depend solely on selling bulk agricultural products, but will also sell processed products and higher-value food items, he said.

Higher-value agricultural products reduce vulnerability to price competition compared with selling only raw agricultural products, Mr Apirak noted.

Other agricultural product manufacturers could adopt this approach in the future, he said.

The company previously produced original equipment manufacturer edamame products, but has since expanded into edamame snacks and chocolate-coated fruit.

Some 70% of Lanna's sales come from the US and Japan, followed by the domestic market at 22%, with the remainder generated from other countries in Southeast Asia, Europe, China and the Middle East.

Mr Apirak said the company has increased its domestic sales and recently launched its own Minnamame-brand edamame snack in Thailand.

Although Thai exporters are facing trade barriers such as tariffs, he said he believes the US market remains a major opportunity. The company plans to enter major US retail chains such as Target and Costco within five years, and its products are currently available at retailers including Trader Joe's.

Ms Chanikarn said Sweet Bee Farm is diversifying its product portfolio by adding new flavours to its existing tamarind products through a collaboration with "Rungchareon", a well-known chilli paste brand, launching French fry-style fried banana sticks, and introducing tamarind shot drinks as functional supplements.

"The company has developed new products to meet demand from Gen Z consumers and office workers, as we want to broaden our customer base to include the younger generation," she said.

Roughly 60% of sales come from the domestic market, with the remainder generated by exports. Export markets include Asian countries, the US, the UK, Australia, the Middle East and Russia.

After exports to the Middle East were disrupted for two months by the conflict, the company resumed shipments by air and sea to certain ports, Ms Chanikarn said.
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									SEC to launch targeted crackdown on financial crime								

															

																The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is rolling out one of its most significant anti-financial crime initiatives in recent years, aiming to close loopholes that fraudsters, money launderers and cybercriminals could exploit to channel illicit funds through Thailand's capital markets.
According to Pornanong Budsaratragoon, secretary-general of the SEC, the new guidelines require capital market intermediaries to strengthen customer due diligence, transaction monitoring, and beneficial ownership verification processes, as regulators seek to prevent the financial system from being used as a conduit for money laundering and technology-enabled crime.

Rather than simply adding another layer of know-your-customer requirements, the SEC is repositioning brokers, asset managers, and other market participants as the first line of defence against mule accounts, illicit fund flows, and cyber-enabled financial crime before illegal money enters Thailand's financial system.

Stricter Screening

Under the new framework, firms are required to conduct enhanced scrutiny throughout the customer lifecycle, beginning with account-opening procedures.

The guidelines emphasise identifying ultimate beneficial owners, especially for corporate clients, verifying the legitimacy of funding sources, and continuously monitoring transaction activity to ensure transactions remain consistent with a customer's risk profile.

Where suspicious or unusual transactions are detected, firms must conduct enhanced customer due diligence and report suspicious activities in accordance with requirements set by the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo).

Focus on Traceability

A key feature of the new measures is the requirement for stronger transaction controls and clearer audit trails.

Capital market operators are expected to ensure that deposits and withdrawals can be traced back to their source, including through the use of bank accounts registered under the same name as the customer. The move is intended to curb the use of mule accounts and reduce opportunities for money laundering and other financial crimes.

The measures are designed to strengthen the market's ability to detect and disrupt criminal activity linked to online scams, call centre fraud networks, and other forms of technology-driven crime that have become increasingly prevalent.

Multi-Agency Effort

The guidelines were developed through collaboration between the SEC, Amlo, the Central Investigation Bureau, and industry participants, reflecting a broader effort to align regulatory standards with evolving financial crime risks.

According to Ms Pornanong, the initiative aims to strengthen industry-wide standards for customer onboarding, due diligence, and ongoing transaction monitoring to ensure more comprehensive, risk-based oversight.

She said the guidelines would enhance the effectiveness of anti-money laundering and cybercrime prevention efforts while helping to reinforce long-term confidence in Thailand's capital markets.

Investor Benefits

While the measures may result in stricter onboarding and compliance procedures for market participants, they are expected to improve transparency, strengthen market integrity, and bring Thailand's regulatory framework closer to international standards.

For investors, the initiative signals a tougher stance against illicit financial activities and underscores the regulator's commitment to safeguarding the credibility of Thailand's capital markets amid rising cybercrime and financial fraud risks. The new guidelines take effect on Aug 16.
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																Thailand's sustainable bond market has surpassed 1.1 trillion baht in cumulative issuance, with regulators and market participants now turning their attention to transition finance as the next major growth driver, particularly for carbon-intensive industries seeking funding to support decarbonisation efforts.
Speaking at an ESG bond seminar organised by the Thai Bond Market Association (ThaiBMA), the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the Royal Thai Embassy in Brussels, Ariya Tiranaprakij, president of ThaiBMA, said Thailand's environmental, social and governance (ESG) bond market has expanded steadily over several years.

Between 2019 and April 2026, cumulative ESG bond issuance exceeded 1.1 trillion baht from 43 issuers, while outstanding ESG bonds totalled 1.03 trillion baht.

Despite the strong growth, nearly 70% of private-sector ESG bond issuance remains concentrated in the energy and transport sectors, with most issuers already operating green or low-carbon businesses, she said.

Meanwhile, hard-to-abate industries continue to face challenges in accessing suitable sustainable financing instruments.

Transition Bonds Emerging

Investors and issuers increasingly view transition finance as a critical mechanism for helping carbon-intensive industries move towards net-zero emissions targets.

Kosintr Puongsophol, senior financial sector specialist at the Asian Development Bank, said transition bonds have become an increasingly important financing tool globally, with roughly 59% of transition finance proceeds directed towards energy, infrastructure and utility projects.

He said companies seeking transition financing must establish transparent and credible transition plans covering strategic objectives, operational implementation, value chain engagement, measurable targets, and governance structures in order to avoid concerns over greenwashing.

The importance of transition financing is evident in heavy industries such as cement, petrochemicals, power generation, transport and agriculture, where substantial capital investment is required to reduce emissions.

SEC Prepares New Rules

The SEC is planning to introduce regulatory frameworks for new sustainability-linked debt instruments.

Tayakorn Jitrakuldecha, director of the bond department at the SEC, said the regulator is preparing a public consultation on draft regulations governing transition bonds and Thailand amber bonds, aligned with the Thailand Taxonomy and International Capital Market Association standards.

Under the proposed framework, issuers will be required to establish transition finance frameworks and obtain external reviews from qualified independent assessors.

The SEC plans to continue offering fee exemptions to encourage ESG bond issuance.

Market observers say the new regulations could significantly expand the issuer base beyond traditional green sectors and accelerate sustainable financing across the broader economy.

Heavy Industry

Industrial companies are already laying the groundwork for future transition finance opportunities.

Chana Poomee, advisor to Siam Cement Plc (SCG), highlighted the progress of the "Saraburi Sandbox" initiative, a collaborative effort led by the Thai Cement Manufacturers Association and SCG to transform Saraburi into Thailand's first low-carbon city.

The project promotes low-carbon hydraulic cement, LC3 clay technology capable of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 30-40%, renewable energy adoption, and waste-to-energy solutions.

According to Mr Chana, successful transition financing requires clear corporate roadmaps aligned with Thailand's nationally determined contributions and national taxonomy frameworks.

Growth Stage

As Thailand's ESG bond market matures, industry leaders expect future growth to be driven less by traditional green financing and more by transition financing aimed at helping high-emission sectors decarbonise.

The emergence of transition bonds and Thailand amber bonds is expected to unlock new investment opportunities for industries previously excluded from sustainable finance markets, while supporting the country's long-term ambition to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions.

Ms Ariya said the next phase of market development will place greater emphasis on transparency, measurable climate outcomes, and credible transition plans, reinforcing investor confidence and broadening access to sustainable capital across the economy.
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        As thousands of people take part in the Peace Walk for Rivers from May 31 to June 5, marching from Tha Ton Bridge in Chiang Mai to Mae Fah Luang Bridge in Chiang Rai to defend six transboundary rivers affected by unregulated mining in Myanmar, an unexpected statement appeared on the Facebook page of the Chinese embassy in Thailand.

      

      
        The threat of global war may be overblown
        A consensus has emerged, at least in Western media, that we are on the brink of a real war with the gloves off, maybe even a 'world war'.

      

      
        A debt trap for Gen Z
        The National Economic and Social Development Council has released data on household debt that shows a worrying rise in borrowing among Generation Z and recent graduates.

      

      
        The economic windfall of AI chips
        Investors are piling into South Korea and Taiwan for semiconductor stocks, but the AI boom isn't just fattening profits at North Asia's chip champions. It is powering a broader economic resurgence, driven by stronger household consumption, rising investment and widening tax coffers.

      

      
        Contain the invasion
        Last week, Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin made a bold statement by saying he would present information and evidence to the Senate this week, identifying those responsible for the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia. He is not the first to make such a pledge. Former agriculture minister Capt Thamanat Prompow said in 2024 that he would reveal the culprits to the media, but failed to do...
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        Thailand beefs up border security
        The Anutin government is reorganising and strengthening border security capacity like never before. It recently expanded the Border Security Integration Centre (BSIC), increasing military oversight of civilian border affairs, including economic, environmental and technological issues.

      

      
        Pope's humanity hits right notes
        Pope Leo XIV has just issued his first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, which states the Catholic Church's position on the threats posed by AI. The subject Leo chose is highly symbolic. Pope Leo XIII is best remembered for his 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum, which sought to reconcile the Church with modernity and the arrival of rapid industrialisation. Like his namesake, Leo XIV sees the ethical...
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																As thousands of people take part in the Peace Walk for Rivers from May 31 to June 5, marching from Tha Ton Bridge in Chiang Mai to Mae Fah Luang Bridge in Chiang Rai to defend six transboundary rivers affected by unregulated mining in Myanmar, an unexpected statement appeared on the Facebook page of the Chinese embassy in Thailand.
The statement was presented as a response to a media inquiry. The question read: "According to media reports, civil society organisations in northern Thailand will soon organise activities related to pollution in tributaries of the Mekong River. What is China's view on this issue?"

In response, the embassy said: "China attaches great importance to heavy metal pollution in Mekong tributaries located in Thailand and has taken note of monitoring results recently released by the Thai government and relevant agencies".

These findings indicate that water quality in the rivers concerned generally meets safety standards.

"China has consistently supported enhanced communication and coordination between Thailand and Myanmar, objective, science-based and responsible investigations, and the resolution of issues through friendly consultation.

"China is willing to strengthen cooperation with Mekong countries on water resources management, ecological conservation and environmental protection through the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation mechanism in order to jointly safeguard the ecological environment and water quality of the Mekong basin."

Far from calming concerns, the embassy's statement poured fuel on the fire. For more than a year, Thailand's Pollution Control Department (PCD), a state agency under the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, has repeatedly detected heavy metals exceeding safety standards in the Kok, Sai, Ruak and Mekong rivers.

Contaminants have entered the food chain through fish, rice fields and agricultural crops. Yet the embassy's statement appeared to gloss over this reality. Thai media and local communities have long questioned China's role in rare earth mining in Myanmar.

These operations have contaminated transboundary rivers with heavy metals and sediment. Meanwhile, calls for Chinese authorities to strengthen traceability measures and block imports linked to illegal and irresponsible mining operations -- believed to be the source of the contamination -- have received little response. It is therefore unsurprising that the embassy's statement triggered a backlash from Thai civil society groups and academics.

According to confidential assessments by Thai security agencies, surveys conducted in the headwaters of the Kok and Sai rivers in southern Shan State, near the Thai border, identified 14 gold and rare-earth mining sites in the Sai River basin and eight in the Kok River basin two years ago. Since then, the number of mining operations has expanded significantly.

These mining areas lie within territories controlled by Myanmar's military and the United Wa State Army (UWSA), which established its influence in the region with support from the military.

Thai security agencies and villagers living near the mining sites have reported that Wa and Myanmar military authorities have allowed Chinese investors to conduct mining operations with minimal environmental oversight.

Mining takes place directly in and alongside river channels, while chemicals are discharged into waterways without treatment. Rare-earth elements and gold extracted in Shan State are reportedly shipped to China for processing.

For more than a year, the Kok, Sai and Ruak rivers have been abandoned by many who once depended on them.

The Mekong, from the Golden Triangle to Sop Kok village in Chiang Rai's Chiang Saen district, has also shown alarming levels of arsenic contamination. Sediment samples collected in the Golden Triangle area contained arsenic concentrations up to nine times above hazardous thresholds, posing serious risks to aquatic ecosystems.

Research by the Stimson Center has identified 2,582 unregulated mining sites across Southeast Asia, the majority producing gold and rare earths.

Of these, 834 are located in the Mekong basin and 128 in the Salween basin, while hundreds more are rapidly expanding in Laos.

China enforces strict environmental regulations at home to protect its own citizens from the impacts of mining. Yet its rare earth investments have caused environmental damage in neighbouring countries.

Thai citizens are understandably angry at their own government's failure to protect millions of people whose livelihoods and health are increasingly at risk.

That is why they are walking. The Peace Walk seeks to push the Thai government to act more decisively. China, a major player in the rare earth supply chain, cannot avoid confronting the problem. The Mekong region is rapidly becoming one of the world's emerging contamination hotspots. It is a stark reflection of weak governance, corruption and the failure to regulate mining in frontier areas.

On June 5, World Environment Day and the final day of the Peace Walk, participants will submit a letter inviting Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and the Chinese ambassador to Thailand to attend a public forum in Chiang Rai and hear directly from those affected by the crisis. The question is whether they are willing to listen.

Paskorn Jumlongrach is the founding editor of a non-profit independent news outlet based in Thailand, www.transbordernews.in.th.
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									The threat of global war may be overblown								

															

																A consensus has emerged, at least in Western media, that we are on the brink of a real war with the gloves off, maybe even a 'world war'.
The Russian dictator Vladimir Putin will overrun the rest of Europe as soon as he is finished with Ukraine. Donald Trump will invade Cuba even before he has finished with Iran. Israel will annex southern Lebanon, having driven out its population. China will invade Taiwan. Then someone will go nuclear, and we are off to the (final) races. Or so they say.

The first question to ask is, why would they? There's no major economic or strategic advantage to be gained by conquering Ukraine: Russia is an oil state and it certainly doesn't need more land. Mr Putin's real motive in trying to conquer Ukraine is clearly to seal his status (in his own head, at least) as Russia's greatest ever patriot. It is his legacy project.

In the unlikely case that Russia does conquer Ukraine -- four years and no success so far -- Mr Putin would face a terrified and rapidly rearming European Union that has three times Russia's population and ten times its wealth, even while half his army would still be committed to holding down a popular resistance movement in occupied Ukraine.

And yet he's going to conquer all of Europe?

Even Napoleon or Hitler at their height couldn't do that, and those were times when the offensive was in the ascendant. Now it's defence that dominates, and even Finland could probably hold the Russians off for half a year.

The other country that is already starting wars, the United States, is run by a man who attacks countries almost on a whim, but he crumbles at the sign of serious resistance. (TACO) We're currently watching the psychodrama as he struggles to deny defeat in the Persian Gulf.

Some countries in Latin America, some in the Middle East, and Canada and Denmark may be in danger of a US take-over, but it wouldn't be a world war if Mr Trump attacked another one of them, just a local tragedy.

Much the same can be about Israel, apart from fact that it is much more serious and systematic about ruthlessly eliminating all its enemies (and to hell with the bystanders.) Israel also has hundreds of nuclear weapons, but it wouldn't use them unless Israel were facing defeat in a war that threatens its existence -- which seems highly unlikely at the moment.

As for China's frequently expressed will to 'reunify' Taiwan to the mainland by force if necessary, there is no deadline. The island has only been governed by Beijing for four of the past 150 years, and it is a very hard place to invade.

President Trump is currently ratting on America's long-standing implied promise to defend Taiwan from attack by China, but it was never a solid commitment. If the Taiwanese are willing to pay for serious defences they can probably deter Beijing from invading by themselves for a long time; if not, they will eventually be blockaded and absorbed.

Quite a menu of risks, but in fact it is no longer than the list of threats the world faced in 1962 or 1987 or 2008 or indeed any other year of the past eighty. As former US president Calvin Coolidge observed a hundred years ago: "If you see ten troubles coming down the road, you can be sure that nine will run into the ditch before they reach you."

Our ancestors for 300,000 years were all hunter-gatherers who lived in small groups (rarely more than a hundred people) and were frequently at war with the other hunter-gatherer groups around them. Constant warfare shaped their ideas and their behaviour, and it still has a profound influence although we now live in societies millions strong.

Human beings had to change many of their behaviours as they built their new 'civilisations', but they didn't change their attitudes about war because it was still profitable for those societies that were good at it. That ceased to be true around the time of World War I, and ever since we have been collectively striving to dismantle the old beliefs and structures.

It has only been one century, so I'd say that we're making fairly good progress.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries and author of 'The Shortest History of War' and recently 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'.
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																The National Economic and Social Development Council has released data on household debt that shows a worrying rise in borrowing among Generation Z and recent graduates.
The council said household debt stood at 16.44 trillion baht, or 86.7% of GDP, at the end of the fourth quarter. At the same time, bad debt and non-performing loans (NPLs) remained elevated at 1.31 trillion baht for three consecutive quarters.

Meanwhile, the National Credit Bureau reported an increase in borrowing among Gen Z consumers, with credit card debt rising by 13.5% and personal loans by 11.5%. Members of Generation Z, born between 1997 and 2012, or those under 25 years of age, appear to be spending beyond their means.

These findings are consistent with Visa's Gen Z Decoded 2025 study, which found that 58% of Thai Gen Z consumers follow recommendations from influencers on YouTube, TikTok and Facebook.

In addition, the growth of e-commerce and "buy now, pay later" (BNPL) services has compounded the problem by making spending easier and blurring the line between "want" and "need".

Young consumers can make purchasing decisions within seconds before fully considering the consequences.

If this spending trend continues, the problem will extend beyond personal finances and could eventually affect the country's economic stability.

A closer look at the spending patterns of this generation reveals three worrying signs. First, many young people are taking on debt at the beginning of their careers. If they are unable to repay it, bad debt could prevent them from achieving traditional milestones such as homeownership.

Second, much of Gen Z debt is linked to lifestyle spending, including fashion, travel and shopping, rather than investments that generate income or long-term returns.

Finally, those caught up in the fear of missing out (FOMO) often feel pressured to spend beyond their means to maintain a certain image. As a result, many struggle to make ends meet, have little or no savings and lack an emergency fund, leaving them vulnerable to financial hardship.

It is therefore essential that government agencies, schools and financial institutions provide this generation with the financial literacy needed to avoid falling into a cycle of excessive spending. Australia, where financial literacy is incorporated into school education, offers a useful example.

Needless to say, the issue requires urgent attention. At the personal level, young consumers must learn restraint and avoid making purchases through BNPL platforms until they are certain they genuinely need the items. At the same time, they should develop healthy financial habits, including regular saving.

More importantly, policymakers and other stakeholders must do more to address the problem. Financial planning should be incorporated into the school curriculum, while students should learn how to navigate consumerism and social pressures that encourage overspending.

In addition, the state and financial institutions should strengthen oversight of digital lending. BNPL providers and similar platforms should be regulated.

At the same time, authorities should work with influencers and digital platforms to promote responsible spending and saving habits among young people.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3265348/a-debt-trap-for-gen-z



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									The economic windfall of AI chips								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: File photo dated June 1 shows executives from South Korean companies take photos and hold up a semiconductor chip during a dinner hosted by NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang on the sidelines of the annual Computex in Taipei, Taiwan. (Photo: Reuters)]
											
																							
													File photo dated June 1 shows executives from South Korean companies take photos and hold up a semiconductor chip during a dinner hosted by NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang on the sidelines of the annual Computex in Taipei, Taiwan. (Photo: Reuters)												

																					

									

																Investors are piling into South Korea and Taiwan for semiconductor stocks, but the AI boom isn't just fattening profits at North Asia's chip champions. It is powering a broader economic resurgence, driven by stronger household consumption, rising investment and widening tax coffers.
Real GDP growth for two of North Asia's AI powerhouses -- Taiwan and South Korea -- has risen over the past 12 to 15 months, FactSet data shows, with Taiwan's now running at 11.8% in the first quarter.

This is largely thanks to the AI boom.

US hyperscalers' seemingly insatiable demand for chips has boosted the earnings of North Asia's AI giants, attracted significant foreign investment, and -- most importantly for domestic consumption -- lifted employee compensation at large tech firms like never before.

South Korea's SK Hynix and Samsung Electronics -- two of the world's biggest chipmakers -- now tie bonuses directly to operating profit. SK Hynix allocates 10% of operating profit to bonuses with no cap, a formula agreed in September that last year gave its 35,000 staff the equivalent of 29 months of base pay. Samsung's union deal, agreed last week, earmarks 10.5% of the chip division's profit as stock awards for its workers, ending a 50% bonus cap, after nearly 63,000 workers cast their votes.

Taiwanese rival TSMC takes a looser approach, with bonus pools for its roughly 65,000 employees set case by case by the board alongside capex plans. Based on record 2025 profits, the board approved a bonus pool of about T$206 billion (213.2 billion baht), averaging just over T$2.6 million per employee, up from roughly T$2 million in 2024 -- payouts that dwarf previous years. Its CEO last week also vowed a more than 30% incentive bump.

Soaring technology wages already appear to be creating a consumption boom.

This is most noticeable in Taiwan, where retail sales growth is hovering in the 6% to 8% range between February and April, compared with an average of 2.1% in the previous 10 years, according to FactSet. But it's also becoming palpable in Korea, where retail sales growth has jumped to an average 4% in the first four months, up from 0.3% in 2025 and a past 10-year average of 1.4%.

This jump in consumption and overall economic activity is increasingly being reflected in the improving corporate earnings outlook.

Through the end of 2025, earnings upgrades in South Korea and Taiwan were driven almost entirely by the technology sector. Now, other sectors tightly linked to the broader economy are joining the rally.

Since November 2025, Korean financials, Taiwanese financials and Korean retail have had their 2026 consensus EPS upgraded by 67%, 11% and 8%, respectively, according to FactSet consensus estimates.

These broad upgrades, in turn, have provided further fuel for the epic equity rallies in both countries, generating positive wealth effects that promise to further boost consumption, creating a virtuous cycle.

Wealth effects appear most pronounced in Taiwan. Since the beginning of 2024 through late May, South Korea's KOSPI stock index has surged roughly 219%, outpacing the 149% gain in Taiwan's TAIEX. Yet the average Taiwanese citizen is more exposed to equities: 20% of their wealth was in stocks in 2024, compared with less than 6% for the average South Korean.

That being said, South Koreans' equity buying has picked up sharply of late. According to data from the Korea Exchange, Korean individuals bought US$33.8 billion (about 1.1 trillion baht) in equities during the first five months of 2026, reversing a $13.5 billion sale in all of 2025 and a meagre $782 million purchase in 2024.

That suggests positive wealth effects could become an increasingly strong tailwind for consumption there as well.

The AI-driven economic recovery has come at a particularly opportune time for North Asia. Both South Korea and Taiwan are large energy importers, and oil and gas prices are spiking due to the ongoing conflict in Iran. Yet, the increase in their import prices has been more than offset by the sharp rise in the prices of the goods they export -- memory and semiconductors -- according to FactSet. This improvement in their "terms of trade" has supported their currencies and reduced the need for interest rate hikes.

Rising wages and booming equity markets have also helped expand tax revenue -- something that can give governments more breathing room as they face the prospect of higher-for-longer energy prices.

In the first quarter of 2026, Seoul's tax take rose over 16% year-on-year, after a roughly 11% increase in 2025. The government acknowledged the role of soaring semiconductor bonuses in boosting income tax receipts. Taiwan's tax revenue grew only a modest 0.7% in 2025, dragged down by a depressed property market, but individual income taxes rose by an above-trend 5.4%. Tax revenue is forecast to grow by 6% to 8% in 2026, according to Taiwan's Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS).

Risks always lurk around the corner, however.

Investors continue to question whether AI spending can be monetised at scale, a concern with significant resonance for North Asia. A slowdown in infrastructure investment would mean lower semiconductor earnings, smaller employee bonuses, weaker consumption and shrinking tax revenue -- in other words, an unwinding of today's positive trends. Additionally, the AI boom is already having political ripples in the region. A senior South Korean policy adviser this month proposed that a "citizen dividend" be paid to all Koreans from the AI infrastructure companies' "excess profits". The market plunged briefly at this proposal to "socialise" profits. Meanwhile, the showdown between Samsung and workers over bonuses could be a sign of things to come -- and that could make shareholders nervous.

For now, though, the AI tide is lifting an increasingly wide range of boats in North Asia, and any storm clouds appear far in the distance. Reuters

Manishi Raychaudhuri is the founder and CEO of Emmer Capital Partners Ltd and the former head of Asia-Pacific Equity Research at BNP Paribas Securities.
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																Last week, Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin made a bold statement by saying he would present information and evidence to the Senate this week, identifying those responsible for the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia. He is not the first to make such a pledge. Former agriculture minister Capt Thamanat Prompow said in 2024 that he would reveal the culprits to the media, but failed to do so.
While Mr Suchart deserves praise for showing a sense of responsibility, it remains to be seen whether he can produce anything new or significant. It also raises the question of whether the minister is fully aware of the situation and the scope of the problem.

The spread of the invasive fish is indeed the responsibility of the Department of Fisheries, while efforts to determine liability are being pursued through the civil courts, where affected fishing communities have sued Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF). The plaintiffs allege that CPF imported the species for research in 2010 and are seeking more than 2 billion baht in compensation. The company has strongly denied the accusation, saying all research fish were destroyed in a controlled environment and that it is ready to prove it was not the source of the species' spread. The lawsuit will almost certainly take years to reach a conclusion.

The problem is that the ecosystem cannot wait. While the public and authorities focus on accountability, this highly resilient and fast-proliferating fish, originally from Africa, has spread through waterways and canals, damaging local fish and shrimp populations and displacing native species.

So far, blackchin tilapia have been found in public waterways in 19 provinces. Last month, freshwater blackchin tilapia were caught off Pattaya Beach, raising concerns about possible impacts on the coastal ecosystem. After an investigation, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment said the fish may have been accidentally flushed into the sea from upstream canal systems.

The government and relevant ministries need to work harder to contain the invasion. Over the past several years, the Department of Fisheries and successive agriculture ministers have made numerous promises that remain unfulfilled.

For example, Capt Thamanat introduced an action plan in 2024 to contain the spread of blackchin tilapia. The plan included seven measures, ranging from encouraging consumption of the fish and promoting commercial demand to introducing predator species, public education campaigns and exploring genetic modification as a control method.

At present, the Department of Fisheries appears largely limited to encouraging people to eat the invasive fish and developing new menu items to boost demand. There has been little progress or public update on plans to use predator species to control its spread.

Last month, Deputy Agriculture Minister Watcharaphon Khaokham said the ministry was working with the National Science and Technology Development Agency and the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation to study blackchin tilapia for new product development. It is disappointing to learn that, after more than a decade, the Department of Fisheries is still studying how to contain the invasion.

Society wants to know who is responsible for the release of this invasive species, with government agencies working together to protect nature from the invasion before it is too late.
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									Energy reality trumps rhetoric on climate								

															

																As the world pursues decarbonisation, the concept of a "just transition" has become ubiquitous, particularly when describing the shift away from fossil fuels in emerging and developing economies. Emissions targets at the global and national levels are viewed as the main drivers of the energy transition, and the climate policies developed to meet those targets must balance environmental and social objectives.
But decarbonisation is not always the product of a planned emissions-reduction pathway. In fact, with the cost of renewables continuing to fall, many emerging and developing countries now see phasing out fossil fuels as a matter of economic survival and energy security.

For example, in January 2024, Ethiopia banned the import of petrol and diesel vehicles with immediate effect. The move was striking precisely because it was framed not as a climate commitment, but as a way to reduce its annual fossil-fuel import bill of more than US$5 billion (162.6 billion baht), which consumed a huge share of the country's scarce foreign-currency reserves.

With the country constructing Africa's largest hydroelectric dam, it made little economic sense to remain dependent on expensive fuel imports to power transport. Chinese electric vehicles (EVs) quickly filled the market gap created by the ban; the streets of Addis Ababa are now teeming with BYD cars.

Tax exemptions and import duty waivers for EVs, coupled with the rising costs of second-hand internal-combustion-engine vehicles, have accelerated this shift in consumer behaviour. The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, which was officially opened in September 2025, produces enough surplus hydropower to run these EVs cheaply.

Crucially, economic and energy-security concerns, not a formal emissions-reduction framework, were responsible for such rapid decarbonisation. A similar pattern seems to hold in Pakistan.

The country's swift uptake of solar power reflected factors that created an opportunity for disruptive change, not green advocacy or a national climate plan.

In 2022, a massive flood left roughly a third of the country underwater and caused more than $30 billion in economic damage, straining government budgets, reducing household incomes, and undermining the state's ability to operate public utilities. With energy costs rising, there was a clear need for an alternative to diesel generation.

Meanwhile, China had surplus solar-panel production, and the US had imposed import restrictions. Pakistan took advantage of China's discounted solar panels to adopt renewable generation at a rapid clip.

Likewise, the liberalisation of South Africa's power market, coupled with load shedding (imposed blackouts) and rising electricity tariffs, led to a 349% increase in installed solar rooftop capacity in one year. While South Africa has been following an emissions-reduction pathway for decades, an affordability crisis ultimately drove widespread decarbonisation.

These countries are moving away from fossil fuels largely because of mounting economic and energy pressures, rather than a narrow focus on emissions reductions.

But this does not mean that the question of justice disappears. Lower-income households account for a smaller share of the roughly 8 gigawatts of rooftop solar installed in South Africa, reflecting high upfront costs. Crisis-driven decarbonisation still requires efforts to improve affordability and ensure that people from all walks of life can participate in the energy transition.

Policymakers have used the concept of a "just transition" to make a compelling case for decarbonisation. But they should be focusing on how to foster systemic change. Understanding that the primary drivers of solar uptake in South Africa and Pakistan, or EV adoption in Ethiopia, are structural and economic could help policymakers develop better tools and systems.

This also has direct implications for how philanthropists and governments allocate resources. Channelling funding towards grid capacity, storage infrastructure, and affordable financing mechanisms will likely produce more durable results than funding for climate education and communication.

Investing in efforts that aim to improve people's lives, from lower energy bills to unfettered electricity access, will do more to accelerate decarbonisation -- and to change hearts and minds.

To be sure, the world must reduce emissions to prevent the planet from overheating. To achieve that goal, it should focus on expanding energy access and ensuring affordability.  (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Saliem Fakir is Founder and Executive Director of the African Climate Foundation.
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																In economics, few indicators of food security are as simple -- and as powerful -- as the price of eggs. Affordable, accessible, and nutritious, eggs should be the most democratic source of protein in any society. Yet in Thailand, a single egg tells a far more complex story -- one of market power, distorted incentives, and a system that may no longer serve the public interest.
Over the past two decades, Thailand's egg industry has undergone a profound transformation. What was once a sector consisting of smallholder farmers has gradually evolved into a vertically integrated system, where large firms control the supply chain -- from breeding stock and feed production to distribution and retail. This structural shift has not only changed how eggs are produced, but also benefits sharing within the whole system.

At the heart of the issue lies a seemingly technical policy tool: the import quota for parent stock.

Originally introduced to stabilise supply and prevent price collapses, the quota system has become a powerful means of regulating access. In practice, access to breeding stock -- the foundation of the entire industry -- is concentrated among a small number of firms. The top five players now control more than 80% of the market, pushing concentration levels into total market capture.

Such concentration matters because it shapes everything downstream. When a few control the supply of chicks, they gain the ability to influence production decisions, input costs, and ultimately retail prices. For independent farmers, the consequences are clear: limited access to chicks, higher production costs and weaker bargaining power. As a result, many are left to take what the market dictates or risk being pushed out of the game.

Evidence from the industry suggests that this imbalance is not merely structural, but behavioural. Practices such as bundled sales -- where farmers must purchase feed, vaccines, and other inputs alongside chicks -- reduce market choice and increase dependency. Meanwhile, price movements among major players can undermine the very foundation of competitive markets.

The effects are not confined to producers. Consumers, too, are paying the price -- literally. Despite being a staple food, eggs in Thailand are often more expensive relative to income than in many other countries.

This is particularly troubling given that eggs are a key source of affordable protein for low-income households. When prices are elevated, the burden falls disproportionately on those least able to bear it.

Perhaps the most striking paradox is this: Thailand exports eggs at low prices while domestic consumers pay relatively high prices. This is partly driven by industry mechanisms designed to "manage surplus", including subsidised exports funded by industry pools.

While such measures may help stabilise the market in the short term, they can also create artificial scarcity at home, keeping domestic prices high and reinforcing market power.

From an economic perspective, the costs are substantial. The system generates significant "quota rents" -- excess profits derived from restricted access -- alongside measurable welfare losses to society.

But beyond the numbers lies a deeper concern: the risk of regulatory capture. When industry players exert strong influence over the rules that govern them, public policy can gradually shift away from serving the broader public and towards protecting entrenched interests.

This is not an argument against regulation. On the contrary, effective regulation is essential in agricultural markets. But the objective must evolve -- from controlling quantities to ensuring fair competition. Stability should not come at the expense of efficiency, innovation, or equity.

Reform, therefore, is not about dismantling the system, but about rebalancing it.

First, access to breeding stock must be opened up. A more transparent and competitive allocation mechanism -- one that allows cooperatives and new entrants to participate -- would reduce barriers at the very top of the supply chain.

Second, unfair trade practices must be addressed head-on. Clear rules against bundling and unfair contracts, backed by enforceable oversight, are essential to restore fairness for farmers.

Third, governance needs to be strengthened. Institutions such as the Egg Board must become more transparent, more accountable, and more representative -- incorporating voices from consumers and small producers, not just large firms.

Fourth, unnecessary regulatory burdens should be reduced. Simplifying procedures and cutting red tape can lower costs without compromising food safety.

Finally, competition policy must be enforced proactively. Waiting for clear violations is not enough in markets where power can be exercised subtly and cumulatively.

Thailand's egg industry stands at a crossroads. Continuing on the current path may preserve short-term stability, but it risks entrenching inefficiencies and deepening inequality. Reform, by contrast, offers a pathway to a more dynamic, competitive, and inclusive system -- one that benefits farmers, consumers, and the economy as a whole.

In the end, this is not just about eggs. It is about whether Thailand is willing to ensure that essential food systems remain fair, transparent, and truly competitive. Because when something as basic as an egg becomes distorted by market power, it is a signal that the system itself needs fixing.

Kamphol Pantakua is a researcher at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). TDRI policy analyses appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																There is something deeply absurd about the Education Ministry partnering with TikTok to turn teachers into content creators while acknowledging that excessive screen time and short-form videos can harm children's concentration, learning and mental wellbeing.
The problem is not technology itself. AI, online learning tools and digital resources can all improve education when used thoughtfully. But there is a significant difference between teaching digital skills and turning classrooms into extensions of commercial social media platforms. That distinction appears to be disappearing.

Education Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong insists the TikTok partnership will modernise education, improve digital literacy and reduce teachers' workloads. Yet the proposal reads less like educational reform and more like a branding exercise built around social media visibility.

Teachers are already burdened with paperwork, administrative reporting and other bureaucratic obligations that have little to do with teaching.

Assoc Prof Sittichai Wichaidit of Thammasat University highlighted a point policymakers continue to overlook: teachers need less bureaucracy, not more content production.

If the ministry genuinely wants to reduce teachers' workloads, AI should be used to automate documentation and eliminate unnecessary administrative tasks, he said. Instead, teachers are being asked to produce social media content. That is not reducing workload. It is simply repackaging it.

More fundamentally, as Assoc Prof Sittichai noted, those closest to the classroom often have the least influence over education policy.

Mr Prasert, a former digital economy and society minister, appears to place considerable faith in digital engagement as a tool for learning. Whether that translates into better educational outcomes remains to be seen.

TikTok is not an educational institution. It is a commercial platform designed to maximise engagement and user retention. Its algorithm rewards speed, stimulation and emotional reaction. The architecture of short-form video is built around capturing attention before users swipe to the next distraction.

And this is the environment Thailand wants to integrate more deeply into education.

The contradiction becomes even sharper when viewed against developments overseas. Governments around the world are growing increasingly concerned about the effects of social media on children and adolescents.

Australia has passed legislation restricting social media access for children under 16, while Indonesia is pursuing similar measures. In Britain, policymakers are debating additional safeguards, including curfews, app limits and restrictions on platform features considered addictive.

For years, Sweden embraced classroom digitalisation, introducing tablets and digital learning tools on the assumption that technology would improve educational outcomes. More recently, however, policymakers have invested heavily in printed textbooks, handwriting and school libraries, citing evidence that younger children often develop reading, writing and concentration skills more effectively through traditional methods.

Sweden is not rejecting technology. It is responding to evidence and adjusting course.

Thailand, meanwhile, appears determined to move in the opposite direction just as others are becoming more cautious.

The minister argues that TikTok videos can help students learn in ways that reflect modern behaviour. But education should not be shaped by shrinking attention spans and algorithm-driven habits. If children struggle to focus because they consume endless streams of rapid-fire content, the answer is not necessarily to package all learning into the same format. By that logic, schools should eventually compress literature into memes and mathematics into dance trends.

There is also an uncomfortable question the ministry has yet to answer clearly: who benefits most from this partnership?

Yet it is difficult to ignore the commercial advantages for a platform that gains deeper access to schools, teachers and students.

The ministry may believe it is promoting digital literacy. In practice, it risks strengthening children's dependence on social media platforms while presenting that dependence as innovation.

Technology should serve education, not the other way around. If the ministry believes excessive screen exposure and addictive platform design can harm children, policy should reflect that concern consistently.

A country cannot claim to protect children from the harms of social media while embedding those same platforms more deeply into its education system.

Karnjana Karnjanatawe is Deputy News Editor of the Bangkok Post.
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									Thailand beefs up border security								
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																The Anutin government is reorganising and strengthening border security capacity like never before. It recently expanded the Border Security Integration Centre (BSIC), increasing military oversight of civilian border affairs, including economic, environmental and technological issues.
The Anutin I and II governments also removed some existing mechanisms for managing security along the Thai-Cambodian border following last year's August Constitutional Court ruling, which led to the dismissal of the Paetongtarn government.

This change has created a significant operational gap among various government agencies. For nearly three decades, border security management has evolved in response to perceived threats and conflicts along Thailand's borders with neighbouring countries.

Since Mr Anutin became prime minister last year, his administration has faced mounting challenges from transboundary threats such as scam centres, human trafficking, narcotics and arms smuggling, as well as environmental and disaster-related issues.

The National Security Council (NSC) has been tasked with developing new strategies to address these emerging threats in a coordinated manner. In the past, the NSC focused primarily on military and defence matters.

The BSIC was introduced under former prime minister Srettha Thavisin and reduced some of the armed forces' authority. The Anutin government has retained the BSIC, but placed the armed forces at its centre.

Under its new structure, the BSIC will operate under the control of the Supreme Commander of the Royal Thai Armed Forces. It will coordinate a network of 25 civilian and law enforcement agencies. These include the Interior Ministry, the Foreign Ministry, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, the Anti-Money Laundering Office and the Narcotics Control Board, among others.

This comprehensive and strengthened inter-agency cooperation comes against the backdrop of last week's first anniversary of the Thai-Cambodian conflict.

Indeed, the creation of the BSIC reflects the changing nature of border issues. Thailand's land borders have become frontlines for transnational organised crime networks with sophisticated financial and logistical capabilities. These groups can operate from ungoverned spaces in neighbouring countries, particularly Myanmar. Despite constant pressure and suppression efforts, scam operators continue to thrive due to their highly adaptive and evasive capabilities.

Since Jan 28, Thailand has repatriated a total of 14,792 scam victims from 48 countries. The top five countries of origin are China, India, Indonesia, Ethiopia and Vietnam. Half of all rescued victims come from African countries.

[image: Royal Thai Army Rangers stand guard yesterday at a permanent border crossing point in Sa Kaeo province opposite Cambodia. Photo By Burapha Task Force]
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Thailand's security apparatus has learned a valuable lesson: border management coordination must be improved, or the country's sovereignty and territorial integrity could be undermined. Remaining idle could bring unexpected political and territorial consequences. Doubtless, there has been extensive soul-searching to determine what went wrong and to identify both weak and strong links in the search for more effective border management models.

Traditional bilateral frameworks involving military-to-military cooperation, such as the General Border Committee, the High-Level Committee and the Regional Border Committee, remain important. However, the latest conflict between Thailand and Cambodia speaks volumes about the fact that these channels alone are no longer sufficient to address emerging challenges. Clearly, the Anutin government has prioritised border security and national defence, both of which are important assets in strengthening its political base.

The BSIC has also established an inter-ministerial advisory board, including representatives from the Foreign Ministry's East Asia and Treaty departments, a move of considerable importance. It demonstrates that border security is increasingly intertwined with Thailand's foreign policy calculations. The most obvious examples relate to Myanmar's ongoing conflict and the political sensitivities surrounding enforcement actions against foreign-linked criminal networks.

Thailand is currently confronting a growing range of security challenges spanning domestic, bilateral and global dimensions. This helps explain why the Anutin government is seeking to manage border security through a more institutionalised and legally grounded framework than in the past. Under this arrangement, operational authority is largely concentrated within the military, with army regional commands and provincial border command centres exercising extensive control over border affairs.

For example, the Defence Ministry has reintroduced and expanded controlled zones across 11 key border provinces, while placing 72 categories of goods under special monitoring. Along the western frontier with Myanmar, these measures apply to Chiang Rai, Mae Hong Son, Kanchanaburi and Tak provinces. On the eastern border with Cambodia, the affected provinces are Trat, Chanthaburi, Sa Kaeo, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani.

While these measures are aimed at disrupting criminal networks, they could also negatively affect border communities that rely on daily trade and cross-border exchanges. On balance, however, the government has emphasised safety and public well-being through enhanced surveillance and recent changes to visa-free and immigration procedures.

It is too early to assess the effectiveness of a structure that places greater emphasis on military capabilities than socio-economic considerations. This new approach remains a work in progress. In the coming months, the BSIC must also demonstrate its ability to manage transboundary environmental and disaster-related challenges, which have increasingly dominated headlines. It must also engage with civil society organisations and scientific experts. One caveat is necessary: whatever initiatives it undertakes, local communities must be engaged and kept well informed.

The Anutin government's public support and political stability will depend heavily on how effectively it uses the new border security structure to enhance national security and improve border economies.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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																Pope Leo XIV has just issued his first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, which states the Catholic Church's position on the threats posed by AI. The subject Leo chose is highly symbolic. Pope Leo XIII is best remembered for his 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum, which sought to reconcile the Church with modernity and the arrival of rapid industrialisation. Like his namesake, Leo XIV sees the ethical questions raised by technological change as a central concern.
Magnifica Humanitas presents AI as a profound new challenge to human dignity, justice, and economic security. To confront these challenges, Leo invokes foundational Catholic social teachings about the importance of human dignity and human rights, the common good, and the principles of universality, subsidiarity, solidarity, and social justice. Though he acknowledges that AI can be a "valuable tool", he warns that it must be "disarmed ... freed from logics that turn it into an instrument of domination, exclusion, or death."

Notably, Leo considers the entire life cycle of AI, from the exploitation of people and nature in the extraction of raw materials needed for AI hardware to socially and environmentally destructive design choices and end uses. "Nothing in the world of AI is immaterial or magical," Leo writes. "Every seemingly immediate and flawless response is the result of a long chain of mediation, involving vast networks of natural resources, energy infrastructure, and, above all, people."

It is people, not technology, that are at the heart of Magnifica Humanitas. "A significant part of the digital economy's functioning relies on the silent work of millions of people engaged in essential yet largely unseen activities," Leo continues, "such as data labelling, model training, and content moderation, often involving disturbing material."

Such exploitation, he notes, "deeply challenges the moral conscience of our time". If AI depends on and produces "new forms of global subordination, it stands in contradiction to the fundamental principle of human dignity". Ultimately, "The fight against new forms of slavery is a decisive test for the ethical discernment of AI and digital transformation."

Leo does not shy away from explicitly calling out injustices and reprehensible economic practices that are already widespread in the AI industry. He sees colonialism taking a new form. "It no longer dominates only bodies, but appropriates data, transforming personal lives into exploitable information."

Consider the implications for public health and biomedical ethics. As AI labs hoover up medical, epidemiological, and demographic data from vulnerable regions, they come to "control the health data of entire peoples -- often collected under the pretext of aid, research or innovation." The result is a form of "structural leverage over the future, for they can shape needs and markets. They can also decide, before others, to whom medicines, investments, and protections will be allocated".

Leo then outlines measures needed to ensure that AI serves not just a few multinational technology corporations, but all humans, as well as our planet. He repeatedly calls for global regulation of AI and independent, effective oversight, thus continuing down the same path as his immediate predecessor, Pope Francis, who supported concrete proposals from my own research: human rights-based global regulation of data-based systems and the establishment of a new agency -- an International Data-Based Systems Agency -- at the United Nations to enforce it.

Leo outlines in detail what needs to be done to govern digital devices and "social media" (better understood as "anti-social media", given that they were designed from the outset to turn users into atomised addicts). He sees a need for age limits, accountability for service providers ("rather than shifting the whole burden of control onto families"), and stronger specific "protections against all forms of online sexual exploitation and violence". Likewise, he calls for greater efforts to teach "children, adolescents, and young people how to recognise manipulation, defend their dignity, and respect that of others in digital environments".

The pope is absolutely right to celebrate the grandeur of humanity, to criticise and reject transhumanism and posthumanism, and to emphasise the essential, categorical, and insurmountable difference between humans and machines, which do not have freedom, moral agency, or emotional and social intelligence. Magnifica Humanitas calls everyone -- believers and non-believers -- to the cause of safeguarding human dignity and working together towards a humane, sustainable present and future. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Peter G Kirchschlager, Professor of Ethics and Director of the Institute of Social Ethics ISE at the University of Lucerne, is a visiting professor at ETH Zurich.
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        Maternal mental health 'needs more resources'
        Untreated mental health issues in pregnant women and new mothers in Thailand represent an economic cost of an estimated 68 billion baht a year, with nearly half of the burden falling on children, a new report has found.

      

      
        New movies out this week: June 4-10
        Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Guru's daily horoscope for June 4
        The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.

      

      
        Pianist Pun kicks off 'Sounds On Wireless'
        Pianist Pun Punyasavatsut presents a piano recital featuring masterworks by Bach, Schubert and Brahms, at 140 Wireless, Witthayu Road, this Saturday at 4pm.

      

      
        Underwater wonders in focus at BACC
        The ocean means something different to everyone -- a place of peace, adventure, mystery and life beyond what the eye can usually see. Discover what the ocean means to you during "Pay Back To The Ocean", which is running at the Curved Wall, 4th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, until June 14.

      

      
        Jazz great Sonny Rollins passes aged 95
        Sonny Rollins, the legendary tenor saxophonist widely celebrated as one of the greatest improvisers in the history of jazz, has died at the age of 95. His passing marks the end of an era for the genre, closing the chapter on the final living giant of the bebop generation.
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        The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
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									Maternal mental health 'needs more resources'

									Untreated issues in pregnancy and postpartum depression lead to high economic cost, experts say
								

									Untreated mental health issues in pregnant women and new mothers in Thailand represent an economic cost of an estimated 68 billion baht a year, with nearly half of the burden falling on children, a new report has found.
									The report, launched on Thursday at a symposium held at Chulalongkorn University, found that untreated mental health conditions during pregnancy and after childbirth impose wide-ranging economic and social costs that extend far beyond healthcare, affecting productivity, long-term disability and child development.

Of the estimated annual economic burden, around 31 billion baht, or 45%, is linked to impacts on children, underscoring the long-term consequences of untreated maternal mental health conditions on the next generation.

Researchers said an estimated 200,000 women in Thailand experience symptoms of mental health problems during pregnancy and/or postpartum depression. In many cases these are driven by factors including poverty, domestic violence and inequality.

The study found that about one-third of mothers from low- and middle-income households are affected. It also highlighted impacts on child health and development.

Only 14% of mothers were found to successfully breastfeed, far below the World Health Organization's target of 70%, while around 9,500 children each year experience below-standard height linked to maternal depression.

Dr Napat Sittanomai, a lecturer in child and adolescent psychiatry at Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, said postpartum depression affects about 13.1% of mothers in Thailand and remains underdetected.

He said paediatricians could play a greater role in identifying maternal mental health concerns during routine well-baby visits, but in practice, consultations tend to focus on physical health and vaccinations rather than mental wellbeing.

Annette Bauer, an economist at the London School of Economics and Political Science, said mental illness can reduce gross domestic productivity by up to 2%, while government spending on mental healthcare remains limited.

She said untreated maternal mental health conditions contribute to poor child outcomes, including stunting, low birth weight and pre-term birth, all of which are strongly associated with poorer cognitive development.

Hamish Magoffin, founder of the PAM Foundation for perinatal mental health, said around one in five women globally experience postpartum depression, with rates in Thailand believed to be similar and reaching as high as one in three among high-risk groups.

"Behind every figure, every percentage, there is a story -- not only the mother's story, but also the baby's, siblings' and society's," he said. "The impact is wide-reaching and can last for decades and across generations."

The report recommends a national strategy on perinatal mental health, more effective screening and referral systems, improved access to treatment for at-risk mothers, and stronger cooperation among stakeholders.
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									New movies out this week: June 4-10

									'Disclosure' marks Steven Spielberg's fourth movie centred on extraterrestrials
								

									Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai

Directed by David Dhawan.

Who's in it? 

Varun Dhawan, Pooja Hegde and Mrunal Thakur.

What's it about? 

When differences over family planning end Jass and Bani's marriage, Jass begins a new romance abroad, only to become entangled in unexpected secrets and complicated relationships.

Why watch it? 

Title inspired from the song "Yeh Jawwani Toh Ishq Hona Hai" from "Biwi No.1" (1999), which was also directed by Dhawan.



Premieres on June 5

[image: ]

The Amazing Digital Circus: The Last Act

Directed by Gooseworx.

Who's in it?

Lizzie Freeman, Michael Kovach and Amanda Hufford.

What's it about? 

With Caine gone and the circus dark, the cast are left with only the mistakes and traumas of their pasts to keep them company. As the prospect of eternity closes in around them, they discover the truth about the Digital Circus and its history.  

Why watch it?

The viral internet sensation "The Amazing Digital Circus" comes to its long-awaited conclusion in a feature-length theatrical release! This "Last Act" combines episode 8 with the all-new, hour-long episode 9 for fans to see before anyone else in the world. 



Premieres on June 7
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Kaibutsu (Monster)

Directed by Hirokazu Koreeda.

Who's in it? 

Sakura Ando, Eita Nagayama and Soya Kurokawa.

What's it about? 

A mother demands answers from her son's teacher when her son begins acting strangely.

Why watch it? 

Koreeda said that all the characters in the film, to some degree, are imprisoned by invisible walls. "The mother is restricted by social norms and the teacher is restricted by his manhood, as well as the school system. And the children are living in this world that the adults have created and they are affected by it, in terms of the violence that is perpetrated upon them. Yet they are able to escape it. It's as if the adults have been left behind, and the children have gone ahead and come to their own self-realisation. I wanted it to be a positive realisation."



Premieres on June 10

[image: ]

Plave Asia Tour [Dash: Quantum Leap] Encore In Cinemas

Who's in it?

Plave

What's it about? 

The historic moment when the first virtual idol group entered the Gocheok Sky Dome -- the overwhelming energy of [DASH: Quantum Leap] Encore, a night filled with shared emotion, now unfolds on the big screen!

[image: ]

Backrooms

Directed by Kane Parsons.

Who's in it? 

Chiwetel Ejiofor, Renate Reinsve and Mark Duplass.

What's it about? 

After a therapist's patient disappears into a dimension beyond reality, she must venture into the unknown to save him.

Why watch it? 

The Backrooms as a concept originated in a 4chan thread in 2019. The thread featured a single still image of empty yellow rooms and read: "If you're not careful and no clip out of reality in the wrong areas, you'll end up in the Backrooms, where nothing but the stink of old moist carpet, the madness of mono-yellow, the endless background noise of fluorescent lights at maximum hum-buzz, and approximately six hundred million square miles of randomly segmented empty rooms to be trapped in. God save you if you hear something wandering nearby, because it sure as hell has heard you."

[image: ]

Disclosure Day

Directed by Steven Spielberg.

Who's in it? 

Emily Blunt, Josh O'Connor and Colin Firth.

What's it about? 

If you found out we weren't alone, if someone showed you, proved it to you, would that frighten you?

Why watch it?

Spielberg directed at least one sci-fi movie in each decade of his career.
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 4

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single









SUNDAY

A burden shared is a burden halved.

[?]You're still adjusting to changes at work, but there'll be someone to guide you through this transition period. They may point you to things you didn't notice. Entrepreneurs, less formality with your clients can reveal great feedback from them. Your business partner may give you great advice.

[?] A big financial decision requires advice from those with more experience and good intentions towards you. The right call can save you lots of money.    

[?]You two are truly life partners for each other. You say what's on your mind to one another. No bad vibes detected in your relationship.

[?] You meet someone who makes you feel like you can truly be yourself around them. They may not make your heart flutter but you feel safe and secure around them.



MONDAY

To move forward in life, you may need to leave something behind. 

[?]It's time to make a big decision for your future. Accept the new job and hand in your two-week notice. Say goodbye to your comfort zone. Termination of business dealings with a partner is on the cards. Entrepreneurs, you may have to say no to a few clients. 

[?] Your phone may malfunction without warning. It's time to pay off a debt or two. You may receive a big sum of money but you'll also spend it quickly. 

[?]Don't bring up your partner's past mistakes to hurt their feelings. It may cause an irreparable crack in your relationship. 

[?] Don't let your ex(es) live rent-free in your head. Get rid of them so you can fully be present for potential love interests before you. 



TUESDAY

Your hurriedness can cause damage. 

[?]When you go over documents, stats and numbers, take your time. If you miss something, you get an official warning from your supervisor. Business owners should check documents with extra care. Don't let manipulative partners or clients get the better of you.   

[?] Be careful not to transfer money to the wrong account. What you ordered may look nothing like what you got. 

[?]Delivering your message with the right choice of words is better than bluntness. Don't speak or make decisions on your partner's behalf.   

[?] Someone impresses you with their wit and wise words. Don't let their speech skill fool you. Keep looking for their good and bad sides.



WEDNESDAY

Beware of the forbidden fruit effect. It's forbidden for a reason. 

[?]You're elated that recruiters approach you with tempting job offers. Do your research first and don't let the higher pay cloud your judgement. Entrepreneurs, beware of an attractive deal that may put you at a disadvantage later. Get a second opinion from someone you trust. 

[?] You may buy "it" items and bargains with huge discounts. Don't overshop or else you may run out of cash before the end of this month. 

[?]You two become jealous of each other more easily. What you need is just reassurance. Earnestly telling them you love them should do the trick.  

[?] You meet someone who exudes sex appeal. Your heart flutters whenever you see them. If you get too close to them, your heart may get burned, though.  



THURSDAY

Feel overlooked? Only you know your true value. 

[?]You work hard but feel undervalued at work. Credits that should go to you go to someone else. You should learn how to claim your credits better. If you go the extra mile, again and again, for a client who doesn't even thank you, telling them what you went through for them may open their eyes.   

[?] Your income doesn't seem to reflect your hard work. Don't reduce your fee just so you get hired. Highlight your value and set a fair price for it.

[?]If you feel under-appreciated by your partner, tell them so even if it feels uncomfortable. It's better than letting bad feelings fester until it bursts out.  

[?] If your crush doesn't seem to notice you, it's their loss. Don't try to impress someone who isn't meant for you. 



FRIDAY

Your heart is under the weather. You can't fully smile. 

[?]You start dreading going to work. If something or someone bothers you, confide in a trusted senior or supervisor so they can help. Business owners may already have a sizeable base of repeat customers, but they should try new things to boost sales.

[?] You make more money and your family brings you luck. However, don't spend too much because your income can fluctuate from month to month. 

[?]You two seem to be a perfect couple on socials but IRL there are things you two refuse to discuss. 

[?] You yearn for love, but fear of disappointment holds you back. Try to open your heart gradually and love shall find you eventually.  



SATURDAY

It's time to start anew. Don't get too comfortable in your safe zone. 

[?]You may have to say goodbye to people in order to start a new chapter in your life. Fear of failure and hesitation only hold you back from greater things. Business owners may need to hit a reset button to weed out small issues before they become serious and cost them more later. 

[?] Manage your spending, saving and debt repayment well. Get rid of bad financial habits before it's too late. You may make a lot of money now but it won't be like this forever. 

[?]Promises to make your relationship better from both parties should be taken seriously. You two need to work on your relationship like it's a serious business.  

[?] Don't online stalk your ex. Go out more and you shall realise that there are plenty of fish in the sea.
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									Pianist Pun kicks off 'Sounds On Wireless'

									
								

									Pianist Pun Punyasavatsut presents a piano recital featuring masterworks by Bach, Schubert and Brahms, at 140 Wireless, Witthayu Road, this Saturday at 4pm.
									The recital inaugurates "Sounds On Wireless", a new concert series launched by the Royal Bangkok Symphony Music School to reflect the area's growing role as a cultural space supporting both established professional musicians and the next generation of emerging artists.

The series will showcase a diverse range of performances -- including solo, chamber, instrumental and vocal works -- spanning genres from classical to jazz.

The show will open with Bach's Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue In D Minor, a dramatic and highly imaginative work celebrated for its improvisatory freedom, harmonic boldness and intricate contrapuntal writing.

Schubert's Piano Sonata No.14 In A Minor, composed in 1823, reveals a more introspective and emotionally intense side of the composer, balancing lyrical tenderness with moments of striking turbulence and psychological depth.

Concluding the recital will be Brahms's Piano Sonata No.3 In F Minor, a monumental early masterpiece that combines symphonic grandeur with passionate lyricism and virtuosic brilliance.

Recognised for his refined artistry and entrepreneurial vision, Pun is part of a new generation of musicians seeking to reshape the role of classical music in contemporary society.

A prizewinner of the American International Paderewski Piano Competition, the Robert B. Beardsley Piano Competition and the Kawai Thailand International Piano Competition, he has performed across the US, Europe and Asia.

The upcoming recital reflects his continuing artistic journey and his commitment to performances that combine technical sophistication, expressive depth and contemporary relevance.

Tickets cost 800 baht (600 baht for students). Call 02-255-9191.
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									Underwater wonders in focus at BACC

									
								

									The ocean means something different to everyone -- a place of peace, adventure, mystery and life beyond what the eye can usually see. Discover what the ocean means to you during "Pay Back To The Ocean", which is running at the Curved Wall, 4th floor of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, until June 14.
									This is an underwater photography exhibition by Pari (Panitbhand Paribatra Na Ayudhya), a 14-year-old underwater photographer whose deep connection with the sea has inspired him to use photography as a bridge between people and the marine world.

On display is a collection of underwater images capturing the beauty and diversity of ocean life -- from tiny creatures hidden within coral reefs to majestic whales moving peacefully through the deep sea.

Through Pari's lens, viewers are invited to see sharks from a different perspective -- not as frightening predators, but as graceful and essential creatures that help maintain the balance of marine ecosystems.

[image: A photo by Pari. photo by Panitbhand Paribatra Na Ayudhya]
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Pari's work has received international recognition and has been exhibited globally, including at the UN Ocean Conference in France, alongside Shark Trust in the United Kingdom and through photography and conservation platforms across Australia, Spain, Italy, Poland, Germany, the US, Romania and Thailand.

More than a photography exhibition, it offers viewers an opportunity to experience the sea through the eyes of a young photographer who believes that feeling is the first step towards understanding and protecting nature.

The exhibition also marks the launch of the Pari Ocean Fund under the Chumbhot-Pantip Foundation, established to support marine conservation initiatives, educational opportunities and long-term programmes that strengthen the relationship between people and the ocean.

Visit pariocean.com.
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									Jazz great Sonny Rollins passes aged 95

									
								

									Sonny Rollins, the legendary tenor saxophonist widely celebrated as one of the greatest improvisers in the history of jazz, has died at the age of 95. His passing marks the end of an era for the genre, closing the chapter on the final living giant of the bebop generation.
									Rollins passed away peacefully at his home in Woodstock, New York, following a long battle with pulmonary fibrosis, according to his publicist Terri Hinte.

Born Theodore Walter Rollins in Harlem in 1930, he grew up surrounded by the sights and sounds of the neighbourhood's musical golden age. Inspired by Louis Armstrong and Coleman Hawkins, Rollins picked up the alto saxophone before switching to the tenor.

By his late teens, his talent had earned him a spot in New York's competitive jazz scene, leading to early, formative recordings alongside trailblazers like Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk and Charlie Parker.

The turning point in his career arrived in 1956 with the release of Saxophone Colossus. The landmark album established his reputation for fearless experimentation and development, featuring definitive tracks like St. Thomas and Blue Seven.

Over the next six decades, Rollins recorded more than 60 albums, including influential works like Way Out West and the politically charged Freedom Suite.

His reputation as a live performer was further cemented in late 1957 with A Night At The Village Vanguard. Although Rollins had already recorded in a piano-less format on prior studio sessions, this release became the pioneering and most memorable album to demonstrate the brilliance of jazz played without a piano.

Recorded over three sets in a single day, the sparse bass-and-drums accompaniment gave him complete harmonic freedom, resulting in a masterclass of spontaneous improvisation that transformed live recording standards.

As his profile grew, Rollins became famous for his self-critical nature. In 1959, frustrated with his own playing and the pressures of sudden fame, he abruptly paused his career. For over two years, he practised alone for up to 15 hours a day on the pedestrian walkway of New York's Williamsburg Bridge. He returned to the spotlight in 1962 with The Bridge, an album that became a major milestone in his discography.

Despite earning numerous accolades -- including multiple Grammy Awards, a Lifetime Achievement Award and the National Medal of Arts -- Rollins remained deeply sceptical of commercial success. He was married to Lucille Pearson from 1965 until her death in 2004, and she frequently managed his business affairs so he could focus entirely on his craft.

Respiratory health issues ultimately forced Rollins to retire from public performance in 2014. In his final years, he stepped back from the spotlight entirely, dedicating his time to philosophy, meditation, and environmental advocacy at his home in upstate New York.

With the death of Sonny Rollins, the jazz world loses its ultimate bridge to the mid-century avant-garde. While his physical voice has fallen silent, the unyielding drive and distinct, muscular tone captured across his extensive discography ensure his influence will endure as long as jazz is played.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 3-9

									19 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, Prime Video, HBO Max and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Cape Fear

Premieres on June 5

The new psychological horror thriller is a 10-episode limited series inspired by the 1991 remake. A storm is coming for happily married attorneys Anna and Tom Bowden when Max Cady, the notorious killer they are responsible for putting behind bars, is let out of prison -- and he wants vengeance. "Cape Fear" is based on the novel "The Executioners", which inspired Gregory Peck's Universal Pictures feature (1962) of the same name, as well as the acclaimed 1991 remake directed by Martin Scorsese.



HBO/HBO MAX

[image: ]

Wicked: For Good

Premieres on June 5

Elphaba, the future Wicked Witch of the West and her relationship with Glinda, the Good Witch of the North. The second of a two-part feature film adaptation of the Broadway musical.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Clarkson's Farm: Season 5

Premieres on June 3

Amidst a government budget that sends the UK farming community into uproar, Jeremy decides some big changes are needed to make the farm run more smoothly. But while the farm tries to go high-tech -- resulting in Kaleb's first ever trip abroad -- even bigger developments are heading for Diddly Squat that are going to prove much more of a challenge. 

[image: ]

The Legend Of Vox Machina: Season 4

Premieres on June 3

We find ourselves a year after the Chroma Conclave. Vox Machina has separated, searching for love, family, and purpose. But as always, the call of adventure is a breath away. When a long-slumbering evil awakens to threaten the realm, they must reunite to take on an epic foe.

[image: ]

NBA Finals

Premieres on June 4

The 2026 NBA Finals will be broadcast exclusively live on Prime Video from June 4.



DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Puppy Bowl XXII

Premieres on June 5 

The three-hour event championing pet adoption will feature 150 dogs from 72 shelters across the United States, Puerto Rico and the British Virgin Islands, heartwarming adoption stories and show-stopping matchups. Referee Dan Schachner returns for his 15th year to oversee the action, ensuring fair play as these furry athletes compete for championship glory and their forever homes. 



TLC

[image: ]

90 Day Fiance: Before The 90 Days: Season 8

Premieres on June 7 

A group of Americans begins relationships with people they meet on the Internet and travels to foreign countries to see them in real life.



HGTV

[image: ]

Neighborhood Watch

Premieres on June 7 

Real, raw and often hilarious or shocking footage captured by smart doorbells, home security systems, nanny cams and baby monitors.



FOOD NETWORK

[image: ]

100 Cooks

Premieres on June 9

An expansive culinary competition series featuring 100 top home cooks from across the United States facing unpredictable challenges to win a grand prize of up to US$250,000. Basically, the American version of "Culinary Class Wars".



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Michael Jackson: The Verdict

Premiering on June 3

Told by key players who were inside the courtroom, this comprehensive documentary dissects the trial of Michael Jackson and his complex legacy.

[image: ]

The Murder Of Rachel Nickell

Premiering on June 4

A young mother is killed in broad daylight on London's Wimbledon Common -- in front of her toddler. This documentary examines the years-long murder case.

[image: ]

Human Resource

Premiering on June 4

No one knows HR manager Fren is one month pregnant. As she interviews a slew of young hires, she questions bringing a new life into a bleak world.

[image: ]

The Meg

Premiering on June 4

When an attack leaves a research crew trapped at the bottom of the sea, a rescue diver must face a massive predator long presumed extinct to save them

[image: ]

A Star Is Born

Premiering on June 4

When an aspiring singer develops a passionate relationship with a seasoned musician, her career begins to soar as his vices trigger a downward spiral.

[image: ]

Office Romance

Premiering on June 5

Jennifer Lopez and Brett Goldstein star in a saucy rom-com about a secret office romance and the chaos two workaholics get into following their hearts.

[image: ]

Teach You A Lesson

Premiering on June 5

When respect collapses in schools, unconventional inspectors arrive to set things right -- with sharp, no-nonsense lessons you won't find in textbooks.

[image: ]

This Love Doesn't Have Long Beans

Premiering on June 6

A cunning cook sets out to charm a demanding head chef and claim his place in a top kitchen, but winning him over proves harder than expected.

[image: ]

I'm The Most Beautiful Count

Premiering on June 6

A modern-day queer Thai idol awakens in the past Thanapura Kingdom as a young nobleman where she confronts palace intrigue and navigates her new life.

[image: ]

Two Faces Of Thatri

Premiering on June 8

At the request of his injured friend -- who shares his name -- bankrupt Thatri assumes his identity to claim an inheritance and change both their fates.
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									Chatrium Phuket Rawai to open in August

									The brand's first property on the island
								

									Reservations are now open for Chatrium Phuket Rawai, ahead of its official opening in August. Located on the quiet shores of Rawai Beach, the resort is Chatrium Hospitality's first property in Phuket.
									[image: ]

With 304 rooms, suites and pool villas on offer, its interiors draw from the maritime heritage of Rawai's Chao Lay (fishermen) community with textures and details that feel grounded in place. It aims to offer an experience that is refined yet relaxed, designed to help guests settle in, slow down and feel restored.

[image: ]

Created for both short escapes and long stays, families will find room to reconnect across splash pools, water slides and a dedicated Kalui kids' club while those seeking rest and renewal can get pampered at the Nemita spa or lounge around the expansive pool deck. Dining options embody the local cuisine through fresh, generous flavours served in an open and easy setting.

[image: ]

Rawai remains closely connected to the life of the sea with longtail boats departing the bay for nearby islands and coral-rich waters. Promthep Cape, Nai Han Beach and Ya Nui Beach are all within easy reach. Phuket Old Town is about 30-40 minutes away by car, while Phuket International Airport is around 90 minutes away. 

[image: ]

To mark its opening, early guests can book its pre-opening offer with special rates and breakfast included.
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 3

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Troubles may come to you when you're least prepared. 

[?]Expect good news regarding your career. Big career advancement is on the cards and your boss clearly favours you. Business owners should prepare for an influx of new customers. Business partners support each other. 

[?] Your income will skyrocket, thanks to several income sources. Learn how to make money work for you. 

[?]You two are so lovey-dovey that your friends may give side-eyes. Pregnancy is possible. 

[?] Someone clearly has a crush on you. You click with them immediately as if you two know each other from past lives. 



MONDAY

Listen to your heart. Don't lie to yourself.

[?]You seem to be able to handle your workload, but in reality you do more than your job description requires. If it's too much, find help. A deal that seems done may not be so. Don't trust verbal promises. Make sure every necessary clause is in the contract.

[?] You splurge a little to improve your self-image. You may buy something nice (but so unnecessary) to de-stress. 

[?]You click with someone almost instantly. But first check if the attraction is one-sided before proceeding. 

[?] Your relationship needs a frank talk. Don't try to bury issues or ignore them. Clear the air now and don't let bad vibes linger. 



TUESDAY

When the world makes you jaded and hardened, your home can be your warm refuge.

[?]You may not be enthusiastic about your work, but a good opportunity may come to you when you least expect it. Your routine job can provide long-term stability. Business owners receive moral support from their family members. Your existing customers come back to you again and again.   

[?] Your financial standing isn't as bad as you think. You think you can do better. Look into existing resources or something that you already have. Find a way to make money from it instead of starting from scratch.  

[?]Your love may feel lukewarm and nothing exciting happens. Revitalise your relationship by trying a new activity together or planning a trip together.  

[?] Someone warm wants to get to know you more deeply. However, your heart isn't fully open for them. You're just not that into them. 



WEDNESDAY

Uncertainties drain you emotionally but little joys can heal you. 

[?]Inadequate information and unreliable colleagues hinder your progress. You submit your tasks to your boss and they approve them quickly. Business owners may have to deal with someone who's trying to buy time.

[?] Money comes and goes as you have to pay your own bills and provide for your dependents. Joy comes to you in the form of a pricey gift from someone unexpected.    

[?]Unfounded jealousy may spark a heated argument. Petty issues become big. Leave your anger behind before you talk to each other.  

[?] You're being extra sensitive and tend to dwell on past dating experiences. However, your pet or friends can lift your spirits.



THURSDAY 

High price tags are worth it so long as it's the real deal. 

[?]A job offer that sounds too good to be true but may come with hidden clauses. Do your research and check facts before you accept or turn it down. Affluent customers practically tell you to take their money. Read every line twice before signing a contract.  

[?] You may receive a small fortune without trying. If you like to shop online, beware of a "what you ordered vs what you got" situation. 

[?]Don't expect your partner to know things or read your mind. Tell each other what you want. 

[?] You meet someone who seems warm and emotionally mature. Try to look beneath their facade as they may try to hide something dark.  



FRIDAY 

Something makes you truly smile.  

[?]A small celebration is on the cards. You may get to go out with your team to bond. Timely use of your humour at a work presentation or meeting can endear yourself to everyone involved. Inject fun into your work or business and see sales rise. 

[?] You spend a big chunk of money on travelling, gift buying or small celebrations. Money can indeed buy happiness but you should still spend within your budget. 

[?]Sweeten up your relationship by doing something fun or going out. Keep the conversation between you two light-hearted. Leave business talk and bad news out of it. 

[?] You may meet several admirers at a party. Your good-naturedness makes everyone like you. You may meet someone who shares a similar vibe and hit it off with them. 



SATURDAY

Before you tell someone what to do, make sure you get your life sorted. 

[?]You may clash with your boss or colleagues over different opinions. Try to find the middle ground with them so everything still progresses as planned. You want to take your business in a direction that your partners may not agree with. Everyone seems to think they have the best idea. 

[?] Doing things your way may cost more than it should. If there's a way to achieve the same thing at a lower cost, swallow your pride and go for that. 

[?]You and your partner want to be winners in every argument. You two should listen to each other more. Small things can become big issues.  

[?] You may meet someone who likes to tell you what to do or should do. If it's too suffocating, you should distance yourself. 
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									K-pop snacks and shows  on the menu this month

									
								

									Here are two exciting updates for K-pop fans this June. First, to celebrate their 13th anniversary BTS has collaborated on the launch of Limited-Edition Oreo & BTS Cookies. Second, CNBlue is set to rock Bangkok with their world tour concert on June 6.
									Limited-Edition Oreo & BTS Cookies

The Limited-Edition Oreo & BTS Cookies are filled with a sweet creme that remixes the flavours of hotteok, a warm sugar-stuffed pancake popular in Korean street food markets. It is a combination of Korean heritage and the world's iconic cookie.

As the band celebrates its 13th anniversary, the Limited-Edition Oreo & BTS Cookies feature 13 unique embossments BTS designed for their fans, including the band names, a BTS light stick and three Oreo cookies that form a special message to BTS fans.

The Limited-Edition Oreo & BTS Cookies are available for presale on Shopee and will begin rolling out at retailers on Monday for a limited time, while supplies last.

[image: photo courtesy of Jet Fuel OG Music Publishing (Thailand)]
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2026 CNBlue Live World Tour 3Logy In Bangkok

CNBlue is a veteran pop rock band that debuted under the Korean music label FNC Entertainment. Their debut mini-album Bluetory and its single I'm A Loner soared to success in 2010. Their well-written songs and electrifying live performances continue to mesmerise fans around the world. Their latest album 3Logy showcases their signature quality remains untouched throughout the past 16 years.

Organised by Jet Fuel OG Music Publishing, "2026 CNBlue Live World Tour 3Logy In Bangkok" will take place at Thunder Dome Muang Thong Thani on Saturday.

Tickets cost 3,800, 4,800, 5,800 and 6,800 baht. Ticket holders of 5,800 baht (standing zone or zone B) will receive a limited-edition T-shirt exclusive to Thailand.

Tickets are available at thaiticketmajor.com.

For more information, visit X @jetfuelogMusic, Instagram @jetfuelog_musicpublishing
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