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Hilton, Becerra lead in California's governor primary. See live results here.
Latest California governor primary results as Democrats Katie Porter, Tom Steyer and Xavier Becerra and Republicans Chad Bianco, Steve Hilton vie for nominations to replace Gov. Gavin Newsom.

(TWP)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2026-06-04

From left, California gubernatorial candidates Tom Steyer (D), Katie Porter (D), Xavier Becerra (D) and Steve Hilton (R). (AP/USA Today Network/Reuters/AP/USA Today Network via Reuters)


Republican Steve Hilton, a former Fox News host, and former health secretary Xavier Becerra, a Democrat who emerged late in the campaign as a front-runner, led a crowded field in the California governor's race Wednesday morning.
Becerra would be in a strong position to win a general election against Hilton if their positions hold. The state is heavily Democratic.
Becerra and Hilton had the most votes with more than half the ballots counted early Wednesday morning, while another Democrat, billionaire climate activist Tom Steyer, trailed in third.
The top two vote-getters, regardless of party, will advance to the November general election to replace term-limited Gov. Gavin Newsom (D). The Associated Press has not yet projected winners, a decision that could take days as officials count ballots submitted by mail.
With its lack of cinematic or political stars, California's gubernatorial race was atypical from the jump. But a mid-April scandal upended it, essentially allowing candidates to restart their campaigns. More voters than usual held on to their ballots until the final stretch of the competitive race.
Polls closed at 8 p.m. local time, but California has taken days, sometimes weeks, to tally enough votes to project winners. Results for primaries in the state's U.S. House districts are available here, and results in the hotly contested Los Angeles mayoral primary are available here.
Democratic politics have dominated California for decades. More recently, the state has led Democrats' efforts to buck Trump, including on redistricting and his immigration crackdown.
California's next governor will also be tasked with addressing issues deeply plaguing the state, including homelessness, environmental threats such as droughts and wildfires, and affordable housing.
Because so many Democrats ran to succeed Newsom without a clear front-runner, some Democrats worried that they would split the vote and two Republican candidates would advance to November's election. The odds of such a shutout slimmed significantly in recent weeks, and Democratic voters appeared on Tuesday to have narrowed their choices to avoid that scenario. 
Former congressman Eric Swalwell, who at one point was the Democratic front-runner, still appeared among 61 candidates on the ballot, though he dropped out of the race after allegations of sexual assault and misconduct.
After Swalwell's mid-April exit, the other Democratic contenders rushed to attract his supporters and pull ahead in the race. At the time, political strategists expected Steyer and former congresswoman Katie Porter would benefit the most.
But it was Becerra who saw a sudden rise. For months, he had been trailing in polls and few people saw him as a formidable candidate. After Swalwell's departure, many voters coalesced behind Becerra, boosting the odds California would have at least one Democratic candidate in the gubernatorial general election. The state has not elected a Republican governor since Arnold Schwarzenegger's 2006 reelection.
Of all the candidates, Becerra has the most extensive political resume, having served in Congress for more than two decades before Newsom appointed him as the state's attorney general and President Joe Biden selected him to be his health secretary.
Steyer positioned himself as the most progressive candidate, with stances on immigration and health care that went further left than Becerra and the other Democrats. However, this message coming from a billionaire who has poured more than $200 million of his own money into his campaign has been a tough sell with some of California's billionaire-wary voters. 
Hilton has been able to consolidate Republican support in the race, buoyed by a Trump endorsement in April. He has urged voters to choose him over Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco, a favorite of some conservative activists, to prevent Republicans from being shut out of the general election. If Hilton advances to November alongside a Democrat, he faces tough odds in a deep-blue state. GOP strategists are counting Hilton's performance in the liberal stronghold as a signal of voters' dissatisfaction with the Democratic Party.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2026/06/02/california-governor-primary-live-results-becerra-steyer-hilton-are-competing/
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Former Biden official Deb Haaland wins New Mexico primary for governor 
Haaland could make history as the first female Native American governor if she's elected.

Deb Haaland while serving as Interior Secretary in 2024. (Megan Mendoza/USA TODAY Network via Reuters Connect)


By Erin Cox | 2026-06-04
Former interior secretary Deb Haaland won the Democratic nomination for governor in New Mexico on Tuesday, beating Albuquerque-area prosecutor Sam Bregman.
A former congresswoman who served in President Joe Biden's Cabinet, Haaland could be the first Native American woman governor and is favored to win her blue-leaning state in November. She faces Republican Greggory Hull, a former Rio Rancho mayor who won in a three-way primary. 
One of the country's poorest states, New Mexico has created ambitious programs financed by its fossil fuel resources, including a first-in-the-nation universal child care program for working families that the next governor would oversee when term-limited Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) leaves office.
New Mexico exports more oil than any state besides Texas, and leaders used its vast oil and natural gas resources to finance a safety net program that helps pay for universal child care, health care, school lunches and free college. 
As the war with Iran wages, New Mexico has reaped a windfall from rising oil prices, making it the rare Democratic-led state underwritten by fossil fuels.
It'll be up to the next governor to help manage that boon. New Mexico has elected both Republicans and Democrats as state leaders over the last generation, but has trended toward Democrats in recent elections.
A victory by Haaland could eventually notch another first into her resume: she'd be the first female Native American elected governor. 
A member of the Laguna Puebla tribe, she was the first Native American to serve in a presidential Cabinet when she became secretary of the interior under Biden. 
She was also one of the first two Native American women elected to Congress when she won an Albuquerque-area seat in 2018, a win that followed her rebuilding work as the state Democratic Party chair. Through her Native American roots on her mother's side, she self-identifies as a 35th-generation New Mexican. 
Haaland consistently led Bregman, the Bernalillo County district attorney and a former city councilman, in polling and has higher name recognition statewide. 
Bregman's campaign leaned into his law enforcement background and emphasized reducing violent crime and addressing the fentanyl crisis in what was widely considered a more moderate brand. He also pitched ways to reduce housing and health care costs. 
Haaland focused on education and affordability and occupied a more progressive lane, though she also rolled out a public safety plan. 
Haaland is one of two Biden Cabinet members competing in a governor's primary race Tuesday. Xavier Becerra, a former health secretary, has been leading in California polls in the open primary race where candidates of all parties run on one ballot and the top two advance to the general election.
New Mexico Republicans held a three-way primary race for governor among Hull, small-business owner Doug Turner and Duke Rodriguez, CEO of New Mexico's largest cannabis company. 
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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The four Republicans who broke with Trump on Iran and now face his wrath
There are still hurdles before Congress could force the president to end hostilities, but the House resolution reflects lawmakers' growing impatience, including within Trump's own party.

Clockwise from top left: Reps. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky), Tom Barrett (R-Michigan), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pennsylvania) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio). (Carolyn Kaster/AP; Paul Sancya/AP; Jacquelyn Martin/AP; Oliver Contreras for The Washington Post)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-04
President Donald Trump lambasted the four Republicans who joined Democrats in voting to pass a resolution to block him from ordering further strikes on Iran, saying they "should be ashamed of themselves."
"Who would do such an unpatriotic thing," Trump wrote about the Democrats and "4 bad Republicans" in a social media post Thursday, calling the vote "meaningless" amid high-stakes negotiations to end the war in Iran. 
Wednesday's vote passed 215-208 and marked the first time such a measure has cleared the House or Senate on a final vote since strikes began in February. 
Although the effort faces significant hurdles before Congress could force Trump to end hostilities, it follows a similar resolution that advanced in the Senate last month and dials up pressure on the Trump administration to find an off-ramp to the unpopular war that has not been authorized by Congress and has caused energy prices to soar.
Here's a look at the four Republicans who broke with their party and why: 
Massie has clashed bitterly with Trump in the past year and broken with Republicans on several key votes including Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill. He also led the effort to force the release of the government's full files on the late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. 
The critic of U.S. military intervention overseas has long called for congressional approval for strikes in Iran and clashed with the pro-Israel wing of the Republican Party. Last month, he lost his GOP primary to Ed Gallrein, a challenger backed by Trump, in a matchup  seen as a key test of Trump's hold on the Republican Party. 
On Wednesday, Massie said in a post on X that the passage of the resolution he co-sponsored showed "the People's House is sending a message: end this war."
Barrett, who served in the U.S. Army for more than two decades, has expressed frustration with what he called the lack of a "clearly defined mission" or end date of U.S. military operations. 
In April he opposed a measure to block Trump ordering strikes on Iran but said he introduced legislation to end operations there after the 60-day limit under the War Powers Resolution was reached.
"Congress has the exclusive authority under the Constitution to declare war and authorize the use of force," he said Wednesday in a post on X. 
"The War Powers Act of 1973 delegates some of that authority to the president for a limited period of time. That authority has expired, and my support of this resolution tonight is consistent with my belief that it is time for Congress to decide the scope of the mission and the appropriate limits on the use of force in Iran."
Davidson is another veteran who has called for U.S. objectives in conflicts to be clearly defined and carried out with congressional approval. 
In March, he and Massie voted with Democrats in an effort to halt the war in Iran, before Davidson fell into line behind his party in later votes. 
On Wednesday he sided with Democrats again. "Define the mission. Authorize the mission. Accomplish the mission," he wrote on social media.
The former FBI agent and federal prosecutor has championed bipartisan decision-making in the House. He voted against a previous resolution before flipping to vote with Democrats in May after the expiration of the War Powers Resolution's 60-day deadline. 
On Wednesday, Fitzpatrick argued that Congress had to assert its powers and follow the law. "I don't see what's complicated about it," he said. "Bring it to Congress, debate it on the merits, and have us vote. That's the way the system's supposed to work."
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California Democrats play it safe with Becerra, defying national trends
In the complicated governor's race, voters embraced the former health secretary's centrist stance over the passionate promises of insurgent candidates.

Xavier Becerra during an election night event Tuesday in Los Angeles. (Jae C. Hong/AP)


By Praveena Somasundaram, Dan Diamond | 2026-06-04
Democratic voters in California played it safe Tuesday -- opting for practicality over passion as they chose their next governor from a lengthy list of candidates.
They wavered on progressive candidates who promised a state-funded health care system and vowed to abolish Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Instead, they bolstered Xavier Becerra, a candidate who leapfrogged from the back of the line into the lead -- all with a middle-of-the-road approach. Voters saw Becerra, whose own allies have called him boring, as their best bet.
Becerra's rise defies national trends during a midterm season in which fiery, insurgent candidates in both parties are currying favor with voters. For the Democrats, who are reckoning with a base shifting to the left, Becerra's early lead shows voters often pick practical candidates over outspoken ones when they view the stakes as high. More pressing to some Democratic voters in California was ensuring at least one candidate from their party made it to the general election -- and that the candidate would combat the Trump administration, as term-limited Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has.
Under California's "jungle" primary system, all candidates run on the same ballot regardless of party. The top two vote-getters go to the general election. Tuesday's early returns showed Republican Steve Hilton, a former Fox News host, in the lead, and Becerra in the second-place spot, with billionaire climate activist Tom Steyer trailing in third. The Associated Press has not called the race, and the state could take days, or weeks, to finish its count.
In two overnight social media posts, President Donald Trump alleged "BIG cheating" by Democrats and blaming mail-in voting for the delay. He has sought to limit the practice, claiming without evidence that it is vulnerable to fraud and citing it in his false claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him.
Democratic voters -- even as they fretted over California's notable struggles with homelessness and rising costs -- appeared equally worried about the prospect of a GOP governor in their deep-blue state, said Andrew Acosta, a Democratic consultant who is not affiliated with any of the gubernatorial campaigns. They kept a close eye on the latest polls, several of which showed Becerra in the lead, before returning ballots.
"I don't know if anyone could even articulate what Becerra's plan was when it came to utility companies, right?" Acosta said.
Democratic voters backed traditional candidates in other California races Tuesday. In Los Angeles, embattled Mayor Karen Bass is likely to advance to a runoff, though not without a struggle·. In California's 11th Congressional District, which includes San Francisco, state Sen. Scott Wiener was the top finisher in the primary to succeed Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D), advancing to a November matchup with Connie Chan, a member of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. The pair defeated progressive Saikat Chakrabarti, who was once chief of staff to Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York). Establishment-backed Democrats also notched wins elsewhere in the country· -- namely Iowa, where state Rep. Josh Turek won his primary for a key Senate seat in a race that tested the influence of Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York).
At his election night watch party, Becerra called his campaign an "underdog story."
"Almost immediately he's counted out, an afterthought, overlooked by many, outspent by a ton, even called along the way to drop out and save us all the trouble," Becerra told a cheering crowd in Los Angeles. "Well guess what, the underdog stayed in the fight."
Becerra's main selling points: He had the most experience and the least amount of baggage. Those, coupled with the lack of heavy-hitters in the race and California's jungle primary, compelled voters to see him as their most viable path to a Democratic governor, political strategists said. 
Because there were so many candidates splitting the vote on the ballot, voters worried that the two leading Republicans would lock Democrats out of the general election. In other words, Democratic voters had incentive to rally around a single, consensus candidate, even if it meant sacrificing candidates who promised progressive more policies.
Barbara Lynn, a 75-year-old retired teacher, said she voted for Becerra because he had the best shot at coalescing Democrats.
She knew there were more progressive candidates, including Steyer and former congresswoman Katie Porter, and she'd read the news stories about Becerra's former colleagues who described him as mediocre. Still, she valued his government experience and felt endeared to him as he spoke about being the son of immigrants.
"Becerra's more realistic," Lynn said.
Becerra and his allies have touted his time in President Joe Biden's Cabinet, where he ran the Department of Health and Human Services for nearly four years, as evidence that he can lead large organizations. He has also served as California's attorney general and spent more than two decades as a congressman in Washington.
In an interview with The Washington Post last weekend, Becerra said he wasn't surprised by his late surge in the race, arguing that the collapse of former congressman Eric Swalwell's campaign helped provide an opening to make his case.
"It just took a lot longer than I expected for it to shake out," Becerra said, adding that he expected voters before the election would decide if they wanted a candidate with "lots of experience" in government to serve as the state's next leader.
Despite that resume, he attracted some criticism from former co-workers that he was ineffective. Big-name California politicians, some of them Becerra's former colleagues, declined to endorse in the race, including Biden, Newsom, Pelosi, former vice president Kamala Harris and California Attorney General Rob Bonta.
Some fellow former Biden officials have argued that voters would be attracted to Becerra's promise that he was a pragmatic, seasoned official who would be ready on Day 1 to lead the state. Neera Tanden, who served as Biden's domestic policy adviser, said in an interview last week that Becerra was a reliable leader who knew how to get things done.
"HHS has the second-largest budget next to any federal agency next to the Pentagon," Tanden said. "It is in charge of life-and-death decisions. Things go horribly wrong in that agency, and it can have huge consequences."
Karen Skelton, a former senior Biden official and a longtime friend and colleague of Becerra, acknowledged that he was not the most flamboyant politician.
"As he says himself, he's not going to be your 'most exciting guy' -- I mean, I think he's a great person to be around, interesting, and he has an easy, generous laugh -- but what the hell does that matter?" she said. "Do we want him to address the cost of living in California? Do we want him to be able to balance a budget?"
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What to know about Trump's immunity deal with the IRS
It's "a legal absurdity," said one expert.

Trump is trying to grant himself immunity for taxes, at least while he's in office. (Wesley Lapointe/For The Washington Post)


By Amber Phillips | 2026-06-03
When the Trump administration announced its controversial legal fund popular with Jan. 6 rioters, it also gave President Donald Trump immunity from any potential tax crimes for any taxes filed up to now.
The $1.8 billion legal fund for anyone "weaponized" by Democratic presidential administrations may be closing down this week before it ever got started -- unpopular with Republican lawmakers who don't want to defend Jan. 6 rioters before tough midterm elections and halted in courts over questions about its legality.
But acting attorney general Todd Blanche said this week he's not backing down from giving immunity to the president over his past taxes -- despite the questions  about why Trump would need immunity  and whether a president can do this.
"This is a breathtaking abuse of the tax and legal system," said Brandon DeBot with the independent Tax Law Center at New York University Law in a statement.
"Presidents don't have the authority to immunize themselves from personal liability for not paying their taxes," said Kimberly Wehle, a professor at the University of Baltimore School of Law. "So much of this is sending the message that there is no rule of law anymore, there are no restraints on the president, and the law is whatever Donald Trump says it is. And that's a legal absurdity."
Here's what to know about it.
Trump had been seeking as much as $10 billion in damages for the theft of tax filings by a former IRS consultant, who then leaked them to news organizations.
When Trump ended his  lawsuit against the IRS months after he filed it, the Justice Department (run by Trump's former personal lawyer) issued a one-page, sweeping statement saying the IRS would back off from any scrutiny of Trump's taxes.
It was framed as a settlement: In exchange for Trump dropping the lawsuit, the government agreed to "forever" bar the IRS from auditing Trump over tax filings he's made up until now. That means no audits and no prosecution of potential tax crimes.
The deal also encompasses immunity for his family, businesses, trusts and "affiliated individuals."
"It essentially bans the federal government from enforcing federal laws against Trump, his sons, his companies, and 'affiliated entities' regarding 'any matters' that 'could be pending' (specifically including their tax returns)," explains Wehle in her newsletter, "The Little Law School With Kim Wehle."
It's not clear what, if any, existing audits there were regarding the president. He spent four years out of office, and his financial ties were greatly scrutinized by courts before a jury found him guilty of business fraud in the state of New York two years ago. Trump has often complained that he has been the subject of punishing, years-long tax inquiries.
He has been unabashedly trading millions in tech stocks and an estimated $100 million in stocks and bonds overall. He and his family have made a lot of money using Trump's name and likeness in cryptocurrency, put his name on product such as hats and cologne and started a struggling social media company.  Trump's family company, run by his children, is making real estate deals in the Middle East.
Tax experts say in theory, the deal could let Trump cheat on his taxes and avoid scrutiny.
"It makes you wonder what the President has to hide in those tax returns," former IRS commissioner John Koskinen told Politico. "He's apparently been actively trading in the stock market and, since he knows a lot more about situations than the average investor, he's probably generated significant taxable earnings. Not auditing his returns is the same as giving him an easy way to, in effect, receive money from the government."
"There are no conflicts of interest," White House spokesperson Anna Kelly told the Associated Press this week.
Yes, say legal experts I've talked to. This is not an official legal settlement. It's an agreement between Trump and the current Justice Department that was never approved by a judge.
A future presidential administration could still look into Trump's taxes.
As for prosecuting him, if it came to that, the Supreme Court has granted immunity to all former presidents -- but only for official acts. "It's hard to argue cheating on your taxes is an official act," Wehle said.
And no Supreme Court ruling covers a president's children or his business.
In the immediate term, legal experts say to watch the federal court in Florida where the $10 billion lawsuit was filed. Trump and the Justice Department dismissed the case months after he filed it.
But in an extraordinarily rare move, the judge who was overseeing the case reinstated it last week, not to pursue whether the government owes Trump $10 billion but rather to look into whether the whole lawsuit constituted an act of fraud.
"A party's decision to file a frivolous lawsuit for the sole purpose of forcing a settlement may qualify as such an improper purpose," said U.S. District Judge Kathleen M. Williams.
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Rep. Ogles deletes homophobic tweet, blames staff amid rare GOP pushback 
A post on Ogles's official X account Tuesday stated: "Homosexuality has no place in America. Happy Nuclear Family Month."

Rep. Andrew Ogles (R-Tennessee) at the Capitol in February. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang | 2026-06-03
Rep. Andrew Ogles (R-Tennessee) is blaming his staff for a homophobic post made on his X account, as Republicans issue rare criticism of one of their member's social media activity.
A post on Ogles's official X account Tuesday stated: "Homosexuality has no place in America. Happy Nuclear Family Month." The post was seemingly in response to the start of Pride Month, which celebrates the LGBTQ community.
After widespread backlash, the tweet was deleted. Late Tuesday, Ogles wrote on his account that a member of his communications team had made the post while he had been out working on his farm. 
"The post was stupid, hurtful and a complete distraction from my America First focus. The employee has been reprimanded," Ogles said.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) and other GOP lawmakers expressed rare displeasure with the post. 
"We're supposed to love our neighbors, everybody, supposed to treat every single person with dignity and respect, whether we agree with them or not," Johnson told reporters Wednesday morning, saying the post was "untoward."
House Majority Leader Steve Scalise (R-Louisiana) called the comments "reprehensible" and said the post should have never been shared. 
Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York), who represents a swing district, told reporters Wednesday that it was "idiotic and offensive" to insinuate that LGBTQ people should not be Americans. 
"I'm glad he deleted the post, but do better -- like focus on real issues impacting the American people. Stop denigrating somebody just because you may disagree with who they are or their lifestyle," Lawler said. "The fact is, this is what makes America great. You go to another part of the world, and people are killed for being gay, so to me that kind of crap just has no place."
Ogles has a history of making offensive social media posts, particularly those expressing Islamophobic sentiments -- though they typically have been ignored by House GOP leadership. In March, he made at least a dozen anti-Muslim posts, including one stating that "Muslims don't belong in American society." His activity drew criticism from several Democratic lawmakers, but Johnson declined to condemn Ogles's remarks.
Mariana Alfaro and Anna Liss-Roy contributed to this report.
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Voters are sending a message to L.A.'s Democratic mayor
No incumbent mayor of the country's second-largest city has faced a runoff in more than two decades.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass speaks during an election-night event Tuesday. (William Liang/AP)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-06-03
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass finds herself in a difficult situation that few of her predecessors have experienced, all but assuredly failing to top 50 percent of the vote in her bid to hang on to her job.
As of Wednesday morning, she had secured enough votes to get into a runoff but not enough to avoid one. 
Not since James Hahn in 2005 and, before that, Sam Yorty in 1973 has an incumbent L.A. mayor had to compete in a runoff. In both cases, the incumbents lost.
As votes continue to be counted Wednesday, it has yet to be determined whether the Nov. 3 election will see Bass facing a reality TV star, Republican Spencer Pratt, on the right or City Council member Nithya Raman, a onetime ally running to Bass's  left.
Either way, the mayor will have suffered the rebuke of having nearly two-thirds of voters casting their ballots for someone else -- a sharp turn of fortune from the general election of 2022, when the then-congresswoman captured upward of 43 percent of the vote in a 12-candidate primary and then defeated real estate developer Rick Caruso by close to 10 points.
The voters in the nation's second-largest city are predominantly Democrat, like Bass. But her struggle to win them over shows that anti-incumbent anger transcends partisanship, especially in cities where rampant homelessness is in clear view. 
Her standing was damaged most seriously by a signal event: the devastating January 2025 Palisades Fire. Though the city's Emergency Management Department had warned her staff of dangerous conditions, the mayor took a diplomatic trip to Ghana and was more than 7,000 miles away when the wind-whipped blaze engulfed the Pacific Palisades neighborhood, destroying thousands of buildings and killing a dozen people.
"It was one of the worst moments of my life to not be here when my city needed me," Bass said at a mayoral debate last month. But she has also said mishandling by the city's fire chief, whom she fired, was chiefly to blame.
Where Bass is far from alone among America's big-city mayors is in facing rising public discontent, which has led restless voters to turn toward unconventional and highly ideological candidates as potential agents of change. 
In 2025, New York and Seattle elected self-identified democratic socialists, Zohran Mamdani and Katie Wilson, both of whom unseated more centrist incumbents.
"The attraction of a socialist mayor is they really talk about where people are at," said Elaine Kamarck, a senior fellow in governance studies at the Brookings Institution. "They talk about cost and cost and cost, and they have a story about it. It's all about billionaires and income disparity."
In office, Mamdani and Wilson are scaling back some of their promises as they discover their cities lack the resources to deliver. But, Kamarck said, "people may reward them just for understanding their plight." 

Los Angeles City Council member Nithya Raman is among Bass's challengers. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)



Republican challenger Spencer Pratt fields questions Tuesday  in Los Angeles. (Jill Connelly/AP)


Pratt's startling rise in Los Angeles -- and the possibility that the onetime villain on MTV's "The Hills" may advance to the November election, despite having no background in politics or public policy -- also has come about by tapping into voter frustration. The 42-year-old Republican has used the power of celebrity, grievance and viral videos to make the case that the city is badly mismanaged. His home, which he shared with his wife and reality show co-star Heidi Montag, burned in the Palisades fire. 
Pratt's campaign has received financial backing from a host of high-powered entertainment and business figures, including billionaire hedge fund manager Dan Loeb, L.A. Lakers President Jeanie Buss and cryptocurrency titans Cameron and Tyler Winklevoss.
If Pratt makes the runoff, Bass would be a heavy favorite in deep blue Los Angeles, which has elected only one Republican mayor, Richard Riordan, since the 1950s. But the message of discontent would still have been sent. 
While every large city has its own story, there are through lines that explain why the pragmatic center is no longer holding in much of urban America. What a half-century ago were largely White working-class populations have given way to growing numbers of Black and Hispanic residents, as well as left-leaning White professionals.
Governing those cities required building broad, inclusive and often unwieldy coalitions, in which individual factions held enormous power to block initiatives, said Fernando Guerra, a political science professor and founder of the Center for the Study of Los Angeles at Loyola Marymount University.
Those governing structures "have exhausted themselves. They became stagnant, with a lack of innovation," even as problems with housing, transportation and education have worsened, Guerra said.
Voters in cities across the map are making it increasingly clear they want something different. What they have yet to decide is precisely what that is. 
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Pentagon hires convicted Jan. 6 rioter for sensitive counterterrorism job
The Trump administration's appointment of Elias Irizarry, who was 19 at the time of the Capitol attack, has alarmed some in the Defense Department.

An image of Elias Irizarry looking over a wall outside the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, filed in a criminal complaint. (U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia)


By Tara  Copp, Salvador Rizzo | 2026-06-03
A convicted Jan. 6 rioter who later said that he regretted his participation in the U.S. Capitol attack has been hired by the Trump administration to work inside a Pentagon office that manages highly classified military operations, according to four people familiar with the matter. 
The appointment of Elias Irizarry, who was 19 at the time of the riot in 2021, to a post in the Defense Department's Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict office has raised alarm internally among staff who question how anyone convicted in the assault on American democracy could be trusted for such a sensitive role in the U.S. government, these people said. All spoke on the condition of anonymity, citing a fear of retaliation.
Irizarry is assigned to the office's irregular warfare and counterterrorism section, the people familiar with the matter said. The team comprises about 40 people, and its portfolio includes operations such as embassy security, personnel recovery and hostage rescue. 
Two people characterized the work as among the most delicate that the Pentagon performs. All positions, they said, require a top-secret security clearance. 
"In the case of rescue/extraction missions, it can place our special operators in some of the most complex and dangerous environments we ask of them," said one person familiar with Irizarry's hiring. "To put someone so junior and new to DOD, and with such a checkered background, into such a sensitive portfolio raises serious questions for leadership." 
Irizarry did not respond to requests for comment. 
In a statement, the acting Pentagon press secretary, Joel Valdez, said that Irizarry is "a qualified, patriotic young professional, and we are proud to have him as a political appointee" at the Defense Department. 
It's unclear who within the Trump administration appointed him to the post.
At the time of the Capitol attack, Irizarry was a freshman at The Citadel, a public military college in South Carolina, and serving as a cadet in the Civil Air Patrol, court filings show.
After traveling to Washington with two other men, Irizarry joined the mob of Donald Trump supporters who breached police lines and broke into the building while members of Congress attempted to certify Joe Biden's victory in the 2020 presidential election. Prosecutors said that, along with the crowds, he entered through a broken window while wielding a metal pole, but that he never struck anyone. 
Irizarry pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of entering and remaining in a restricted building or grounds and was sentenced to 14 days in jail, court filings show. 
In those legal filings, Irizarry was described as attending Trump's rally at the Ellipse before ending up at the riot by happenstance and quickly disavowing his involvement. 

Irizarry, wearing a maroon sweatshirt and holding a pole in his right hand in the foreground, in the Capitol rotunda on Jan. 6, 2021. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


But the judge in his case also described him as someone who at critical moments on Jan. 6 -- such as when one of his traveling companions, Grayson Sherrill, struck a police officer with a pole -- did nothing to stop the violence. Sherrill was sentenced to seven months in custody in 2023 after pleading guilty to assaulting federal officers. 
Irizarry apologized to the widows of several law enforcement officers who lost their lives, who he said, "had to bury their partners because of that horrible day." 
"I am ashamed because I will always be a part of this disgrace," Irizarry said at his sentencing in 2023. "January 6th represented something truly horrible; it was the largest attack on our democracy since the Civil War."
Irizarry, who was among the youngest of the Jan. 6 defendants, ended up in Washington that day because he'd been trying to spend time with his friend, the third traveling companion, Elliot Bishai, before Bishai joined the military, court records show. 
Bishai pleaded guilty to the same misdemeanor as Irizarry and lost a commission to join the Army Warrant Officer Flight Program as a result, according to a 2023 court filing. Bishai was separated from the military's delayed entry program and never served, an Army official said on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel matters. 
Irizarry's record before the Capitol attack had been "quite commendable," U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan noted at his sentencing. She offered at the time to write him a letter to help him reapply to The Citadel after the school discharged him for his involvement in the assault.
In her 2023 recommendation letter, Chutkan noted Irizarry's "youth and susceptibility to influence" at the time of the riot. "As a judge and the mother of two sons in their twenties, I know that Mr. Irizarry is at a crucial inflection point for young adults," she wrote to The Citadel, according to a copy of the letter obtained by The Washington Post after this article was published.
Irizarry was readmitted to The Citadel in 2023 and graduated the following year, Citadel spokesman Zach Watson said.
Federal prosecutors at the time of his sentencing said Irizarry's service in the Civil Air Patrol and his military training made his decisions that day "all the more egregious," according to a sentencing brief.
When FBI agents obtained a search warrant for Irizarry's phone, they found "a gap of data between January 1, 2021 and January 8, 2021, which suggests that Irizarry deleted information from his cell phone pertaining to his involvement on January 6, 2021," the prosecutors added.

Elliot Bishai, right, takes a photo of Grayson Sherrill next to the Dwight D. Eisenhower statue in the U.S. Capitol rotunda on Jan. 6, 2021. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


Irizarry, Sherrill and Bishai were among the Jan. 6 participants pardoned by President Donald Trump in 2025. 
Trump pardoned nearly all the rioters -- more than 1,500 -- who were charged by the Justice Department and commuted the sentences of the most serious offenders, who were convicted of carrying out a seditious conspiracy against the United States. But the Justice Department then began throwing out those rioters' convictions last year, a process that is expected to be complete within weeks.
Since graduating, Irizarry has run unsuccessfully for a South Carolina state House seat, losing in the 2024 Republican primary to state Rep. Randy Ligon. His biography on the professional networking site LinkedIn says that he earned multiple academic honors during his time at The Citadel and cites "Patriot" as his profession since January 2024. 
In 2023, as he was being sentenced, he told the judge and those assembled that he was committed to doing better. 
"While you see me today as a result of my foolish mistake, I hope that you will see me again someday and be proud of what you see," Irizarry said. 
In 2023, Republican leaders in Congress demanded that then-Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin explain one of the Biden administration's hires within the Pentagon's office of Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict. Lawmakers had alleged that Ariane Tabatabai, a national security scholar and Middle East expert who was serving as the office's chief of staff, had questionable ties to Iran's government. 
At the time, the House Armed Services Committee's Republican chairman, Rep. Mike D. Rogers (Alabama), said that Tabatabai's work history and past "should be disqualifying for anyone seeking such a sensitive position of trust within the United States Department of Defense." 
Sen. Roger Wicker (Mississippi), the Senate Armed Services Committee's top Republican, organized a group of 30 GOP lawmakers who demanded a review of the allegations and the suspension of Tabatabai's security clearance. She was eventually promoted and assigned to another office in the Pentagon, a move made by the Biden administration without public explanation. 
The next year, the Pentagon defended Tabatabai when an international media outlet falsely suggested that she was the source of an intelligence leak on potential Israeli military strikes against Iran. The leak was eventually traced to a CIA analyst who pleaded guilty to violating the Espionage Act and was sentenced to prison. 
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report. 
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Nine takeaways from a big primary night in Iowa, California and more
In Iowa, Josh Turek won the Democratic nomination for Senate, defeating a rival who had criticized party leaders. Major races in California were not yet called.

A voter fills out his ballot at a polling precinct in Sacramento on Tuesday. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


By Theodoric Meyer, Dan Merica, Hannah Knowles | 2026-06-03
State Rep. Josh Turek won the Democratic primary for Senate in Iowa, giving Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and his allies the candidate they wanted in an uphill battle to retake the Senate.
Rep. Randy Feenstra narrowly lost in the Republican primary for governor in Iowa despite having President Donald Trump's endorsement. And Republican Steve Hilton, a former Fox News host, and Democrat Xavier Becerra, a former health secretary, were leading in the California gubernatorial primary, which remained uncalled.
Here are nine  takeaways from Tuesday's primaries:
Turek defeated state Sen. Zach Wahls, a Schumer critic, in the Democratic primary for an open Senate seat in Iowa.
Turek will face Rep. Ashley Hinson, who won the Republican primary, in November. Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) decided not to run for reelection.
Democrats have not won a Senate race in Iowa since 2008, but the party is optimistic this year in part because many voters think Trump's trade policies have hurt the state.
Turek and Wahls both have compelling personal stories. Born with spina bifida, Turek won gold medals in the Paralympics playing wheelchair basketball. Wahls went viral at 19 when he testified before a state House committee about being raised by lesbian parents as Iowa considered banning same-sex marriage.
VoteVets, a super PAC that typically backs Democratic veterans and their families, spent more than $10 million on ads supporting Turek -- far more than the Turek or Wahls campaigns.
Wahls repeatedly criticized Schumer, arguing that challenging his party's leadership would give him credibility with Republicans and independents. 
Trump endorsed Feenstra last week in the race to succeed Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds (R) -- but Feenstra lost to Zach Lahn, a businessman and farmer whose slogan is "Iowa First."
It marked a rare primary defeat for Trump, whose endorsement typically carries enormous weight in Republican contests.
Trump did not endorse in the governor's race until early voting had been underway for weeks. Lahn had already drawn the support of some conservative activists critical of Feenstra and surged in polling toward the end of the race.
Rob Sand, the Democratic state auditor, won his party's nomination in an uncontested primary. Iowa has not elected a Democratic governor in two decades, but Sand is viewed as a strong candidate in the Republican-leaning state.
The race to succeed California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) was rocked in April when Rep. Eric Swalwell, one of the leading Democratic candidates, was accused of sexual assault and dropped out. His exit made room for Becerra, a former congressman and state attorney general who served as President Joe Biden's health secretary, to rise in the polls.
Hilton and Becerra were leading the wide field of candidates early Wednesday morning. Tom Steyer, a billionaire Democratic donor and former presidential candidate, trailed behind them. California is often slow to count ballots, and the results could shift as more are tallied.
The top two finishers will face off in November regardless of party in California's system.
Incumbent South Dakota Gov. Larry Rhoden and Toby Doeden, a car salesman whose campaign pitch relied on describing himself as a "total political outsider" with fierce conservative values, advanced to a runoff in the GOP gubernatorial primary.
Rhoden, who became governor when Kristi L. Noem resigned to become the homeland security secretary, is seeking a full term. He and Doeden defeated Rep. Dusty Johnson and state Rep. Jon Hansen.
Becerra was not the only former Biden Cabinet member on primary ballots Tuesday. Deb Haaland·, who served as Biden's interior secretary, won the Democratic primary for New Mexico governor. She will face Greggory Hull, the former Rio Rancho mayor, in November but is heavily favored in the Democratic-leaning state.
Rebecca Bennett, a former Navy helicopter pilot, won the Democratic primary in a swing House seat in New Jersey. She will face Republican Rep. Tom Kean Jr., who has drawn attention for disappearing from public view.
Kean has not voted in Congress or appeared in public in nearly three months as he deals with what he described in April as "a personal medical issue" that he has declined to disclose. Republicans have grown increasingly worried that his absence could cost them his seat -- and possibly their House majority.
"Right now I am focused on my recovery and under the advice of healthcare professionals, I will transition from virtual work to in person work within a matter of weeks," Kean said in a statement on Tuesday. "At that time I will be completely transparent as to the nature of my medical condition."
Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass, a Democrat, was facing two challengers on Tuesday: Spencer Pratt, a Republican who became famous on MTV's reality TV show "The Hills," and Nithya Raman, a Democratic city council member. Pratt lost his home last year in the Pacific Palisades Fire and has aggressively criticized Bass's handling of the fire and leadership more broadly.
Bass was leading Pratt early Wednesday morning with nearly half of ballots counted, with Raman trailing in third. If no one wins more than 50 percent of the vote, which appears likely, the top two finishers face off in November.
Alani Bankhead, an Air Force veteran, won the Democratic primary for an open Senate seat in Montana -- and now the biggest question about the race is whether she will drop out.
Sen. Steve Daines (R-Montana), who was expected to run for reelection, withdrew in March minutes before the filing deadline, denying Democrats the opportunity to recruit a well-known candidate. Kurt Alme, a former U.S. attorney, filed to run for the seat right before the filing deadline after coordinating with Daines and easily won the Republican primary on Tuesday.
Alme and Bankhead will face an independent candidate, Seth Bodnar, former president of the University of Montana who has raised more than $2 million -- far more than Bankhead. Bodnar's strength has fueled speculation that Bankhead could drop out so Democrats could unite behind Bodnar, which she has repeatedly denied.
Adam Hamawy, an Army veteran, won the crowded Democratic primary race in New Jersey's 12th Congressional District, to succeed retiring Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D). Hamawy will face Republican Gregg Mele, a perennial candidate, in the general election, but the district is reliably Democratic.
This means the New Jersey delegation will probably gain another vocal critic of Israel's war in Gaza. Like Rep. Analilia Mejia (D-New Jersey) -- who recently won a special election and secured the Democratic nomination Tuesday for a full term -- Hamawy has accused Israel of committing genocide in Gaza. The former combat surgeon volunteered on a medical mission to Gaza in 2024, and he said he launched his campaign in part because he felt ignored by lawmakers when trying to convey the crisis he saw there.
Hamawy was bolstered by $2 million in support from a pro-Palestinian super PAC, as well as endorsements from high-profile lawmakers, including Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois), who credits Hamawy for saving her life in Iraq.
Natalie Allison and Amy B Wang contributed to this report.
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Donald Trump has picked 
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Centrist Democrats launch new pledge: 'We are capitalist, not socialist'
A pair of Democratic House members who won Republican-held seats want others to sign a vow for moderate policies. 

Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-New York) speaks during the 2024 Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Hannah Knowles | 2026-06-03
Two Democrats in Congress who flipped Republican-held seats in 2024 are launching  a pledge for their party's candidates they hope will act as a rallying cry for centrists, calling for a "politics of persuasion over purity" and declaring that "we are capitalist, not socialist." 
The pledge is a direct rebuke to the party's leftward tilt as democratic socialists such as New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) capture the party's energy and activism.
Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-New York) and Rep. Adam Gray (D-California) said they will unveil the pledge Wednesday afternoon at the center-left conference WelcomeFest, and hope to get candidates up and down the ballot to join them in signing it. As Democrats wrestle with their identity heading into the midterms and 2028 presidential race, the effort marks moderates' latest bid to assert themselves.
Their push could face skepticism in the party. Self-described democratic socialists such as Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) and Sanders have wielded significant influence with the base and gained traction last year with Mamdani's upset victory. Suozzi, a Long Island moderate especially critical of the New York mayor, acknowledged in an interview that the Mamdani wing of the party has been "very well organized."
But Suozzi and Gray argue that their message has broader appeal, and some Democrats worry the left flank of the party becomes a political liability in the battleground races that decide control outside blue strongholds. Suozzi and Gray are the only House Democrats who flipped GOP-held districts that Trump won in 2024.
"A lot of the movements now between, you know, democratic socialists or MAGA, are playing into people's frustrations, and they're identifying, correctly, people's economic insecurity ... [saying] we're going to tear down the whole system," Suozzi said. "And I don't think that's the answer."
"We need to build an organization that will be equally effective," Suozzi said. 
The pledge originated with a newly formed centrist group called  Promise to America. Felix Frisch, the 20-year-old director, worked on the campaigns of his father, Adam Frisch, a Democrat who came close to unseating Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colorado) in a red-leaning district in 2022.
"I was shocked at the gap between the lessons that I learned ... and the unwillingness to listen to leaders like Rep. Gray and Rep. Suozzi who actually win," Felix Frisch said.
Frisch said he began working on the pledge with several other young people "frustrated with the Democratic Party and where it was going" and then approached Suozzi and Gray about it.
Many elements of the pledge are broadly echoed by Democratic leaders. It asks candidates to affirm that they "want safety, not lawlessness" and an "orderly immigration system"; many Democrats tried to send a similar message as Republicans criticized an influx of undocumented immigrants under President Joe Biden and accused them of being soft on crime.
But parts of the document could be polarizing on the left. It says the signatories are "proud, not ashamed of America," drawing a contrast with some others' rhetoric. And it calls for "persuasion over purity, contempt, and cultural division," a rebuke the lawmakers said is aimed at both parties.
"We've let the loudest voices be the folks with the most extreme positions on both sides," said Gray, lamenting that many voters "feel abandoned by both." 
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Politics
America's 250th birthday celebration increasingly centers on Trump 
The White House has built a set of highly visible, centrally controlled events -- many created by presidential directive -- that emphasize spectacle, branding, and new traditions.

(Kent Nishimura/AFP/Getty Images)


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2026-06-03

President Donald Trump hugs the American flag while walking onstage in 2024 in National Harbor, Maryland. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


President Donald Trump has spent much of his second term putting his personal stamp -- and in many cases his image -- on American institutions. Now his eponymous impulses have expanded to the celebration of America's 250th anniversary.
Trump's face will be stamped on a celebratory gold coin marking the semiquincentennial. His stern visage will peer from commemorative passports. Administration officials are pushing for a $250 bill featuring the president's portrait. On Trump's 80th birthday, June 14, the White House lawn will transform into a ring for a "Freedom 250" UFC fight. 
"I think it's going to be the biggest event we've ever had at the White House," Trump said recently. 
The pattern has culminated with many performers withdrawing from the Great American State Fair, one of the anniversary's marquee events, after saying they did not realize how closely it was associated with Trump. The president responded by announcing he will headline the event himself, since he is "the Number One Attraction anywhere in the World, the man who gets much larger audiences than Elvis in his prime, and he does so without a guitar."
Historians, political leaders and others worry that America's 250th birthday, which might have been an opportunity to pull a divided country together, is becoming so much about Trump that it will instead be just one more polarizing event on the national landscape.
"This is a celebration of the Declaration of Independence, and it's not about any president -- not Donald Trump, not his predecessors," said John Pitney, a former national GOP official who now teaches political science at Claremont McKenna College in California. "And to the extent that we focus on Trump, we're drawing the focus away from the Declaration. That's problematic."

Workers construct a fighting ring, right, on Monday ahead of a planned Ultimate Fighting Championship event on the South Lawn of the White House. (Aaron Schwartz/Pool/For The Washington Post)


The most visible elements of the national celebration are taking shape not in classrooms, fairgrounds or parade routes, but in a slate of events driven by the White House and centered on Trump. Through a presidential task force he created by executive order, naming himself as chairman, he has advanced initiatives that aim to define how the milestone is seen and experienced. 
The events represent only a slice of the broader semiquincentennial effort, much of which is being organized by nonpartisan and state-level groups focused on education, local history and civic engagement. But the White House-backed programming is larger, more centralized and explicitly branded, positioning the president and his agenda -- as well as his view of history -- at the center of the most widely broadcast moments.
During a January congressional hearing on the commemoration, Rep. Jared Huffman (D-California) accused Trump of trying to "hijack the country's 250th anniversary ... and rewrite history." 
The nation's landmark anniversaries are rare moments of collective self-reflection. As the country approaches its 250th birthday, the tension between a nation telling its own story and a president shaping that story from the White House may help determine how the semiquincentennial is remembered -- particularly as some of its most visible and ambitious events are closely associated with Trump himself.

President Trump and wife Melania Trump watch a fireworks display at Trump National Golf Club in Sterling, Virginia, on Jan. 18, 2025. (Alex Brandon/Getty Images)


The White House and other defenders of the president's efforts note that a vast array of organizations are marking the 250th in varied, even outsize, ways -- including sports leagues such as the NCAA and the NFL. The UFC fight is being funded by private donors, not taxpayers, they add, and the president has helped to raise funds for many of the events, including more historically focused ones. 
"President Trump is ensuring that America gets the spectacular birthday it deserves," said White House spokesman Davis Ingle. "The celebration of America's 250th anniversary is going to display great patriotism in our Nation's Capital and throughout the country, and the President is proud to participate in our historic semiquincentennial celebration. Only people who suffer from a severe case of Trump Derangement Syndrome would find a problem with that."
One person familiar with the president's thinking said Trump initially felt the events memorializing America's founding were not grand enough and, shortly after taking office, sought to bolster the spectacle. The person brushed off critics of the nature of Trump's involvement, saying it was inconceivable that any president from either party would not play a key role. 
"Does the president preside over the nation's 250th year? Yes, but that's because he won the election," said the person, speaking on the condition of anonymity to speak frankly about tensions among organizers. "But we have major events in the nation's capital. We have programming that brings our nation together. ... The country gets to determine how it gets to celebrate." 
A spokesperson for Freedom 250, the organization established by Trump to coordinate the festivities, said the scope of the celebration was broader and more inclusive than the events that have received the most attention.
"We have engaged a wide range of national and civic organizations, businesses, and worked with all 50 governors, federal agencies, the White House and the president as the nation's elected chief executive to deliver events that inspire pride and shared purpose," spokesperson Rachel Reisner said in a statement to The Washington Post. 
The initiative has deployed a fleet of six traveling "Freedom Trucks" -- mobile museums designed to bring exhibits on the American Revolution and the founding era to communities around the country -- and has partnered with institutions such as the National Archives on exhibitions featuring the Declaration of Independence and other founding documents. 

A fireworks display is seen behind the Washington Monument at the conclusion of several days of projections celebrating the start of the year of America's 250th birthday, on Jan. 5 on the National Mall. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


The details of the semiquincentennial are particularly salient amid the debates over history that have dominated Trump's second term as president, and his appointees have sought to revise the telling of American history. 
The administration pushed to remove a Philadelphia-area plaque about nine people enslaved by George Washington, for example. Officials have launched broader efforts against diversity education and ethnic studies in American classrooms. Trump officials have sought to remove a mention of his own impeachment from a museum exhibit. 
"There's two teams -- there's team patriot and team context," said Tevi Troy, a presidential historian who served as a top official in the George W. Bush White House, describing the current divisions over American history.
"One wants to say, 'Well, let's look at the context and who was left out -- what were some of the flaws in American history?' And there's another one that says, 'Let's talk about how great America is,'" Troy said. "Trump is in that latter camp, and he's going to make the presidency and the celebration consistent with that." 
Trump faced similar criticism for his handling of the 250th anniversary of the U.S. Army's founding last year, which fell on his birthday. A massive military parade featured tanks and thousands of soldiers but also sparked nationwide protests from those who felt the president was celebrating himself, not the Army.

From left, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, President Trump and Melania Trump view last year's parade marking 250 years of the U.S. Army. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


And Trump's critics have long said he is overly eager to stamp his personal brand on institutions that belong to all Americans, from the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts to the U.S. Institute of Peace. (A judge recently ordered Trump's name removed from the Kennedy Center.)
Trump is not the first president who has attempted to align a national commemoration with his political agenda. As he sought reelection in 1972, President Richard M. Nixon renamed his election campaign "The road to 1976" and was accused of trying to "steal" the bicentennial celebration.
That stoked protests of Nixon's efforts, including one demonstration where he was burned in effigy. Nixon resigned in August 1974, a year and a half into his second term and well before the bicentennial celebrations.
M.J. Rymsza-Pawlowska, a historian at American University who has written about the bicentennial, said it is hardly surprising that a president would seek to harness the 250th for his own purposes.
National commemorations are "always a really good time for federal government to manufacture consent," Rymsza-Pawlowska said. "It always behooves whoever is in power to align themselves with the history and promise of this country's founding. It's not surprising that Trump is doing this. If Nixon thought he could put his face on U.S. passports, he would have." 
Troy, the presidential historian, said the president does not have the power to actually make people watch the festivities. Just because Trump-centered events will dominate the 250th commemoration does not mean that people will opt to consume them all, he noted, especially in this era of fragmented attention.
"If something was on network TV in 1976, it was the biggest thing -- maybe the only thing -- going," Troy said. "Now it's much harder to capture national attention about one thing. The people who are going to tune into the Trump UFC fight are going to be the people who care most about Trump and UFC fights. But a lot of other people are going to be tuned to something else." 
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Opinions
Will the World Cup be a disaster? I sense a familiar panic.
Once the ball is kicked, the chaos and controversy outside the stadium tends to disappear.

Signage on AT&T Stadium, which will be named Dallas Stadium during the 2026 World Cup, is covered on May 29. (Julio Cortez/AP)


By Will Leitch | 2026-06-04
You're reading Fanfare With Will Leitch, a newsletter on the cultural moments capturing America's attention. Click here to get the full edition in your inbox, including bonus musings on trends and recommendations for the weekend.
This was supposed to be the World Cup that went smoothly. 
Eight years ago, the World Cup was held in Russia and was marred by human rights abuses, tragedies in stadium construction and rampant corruption in the bidding process -- and that was before the invasion of Ukraine led to the country's ban from international competition. Four years ago, it was in Qatar, where even more human rights abuses and corruption may have arisen, with the bonus that it was so hot that the tournament had to be moved to the fall, which is not when the World Cup is supposed to take place. But this year, with Mexico, Canada and, for the first time since the 1994 event that launched soccer's popularity in the country, the United States playing host, all was supposed to be normal and fun. We were the ones who would get this right. 
It has, uh, not turned out that way. Iran's team is practicing in Mexico and still not sure it will be allowed to enter the U.S. There are worries of an Immigration and Customs Enforcement presence at American venues. Tickets are so expensive that the president himself -- just a few months removed from his FIFA Peace Prize -- says he wouldn't pay for them. (Saudi Arabia's team is actually giving out free tickets to its matches.) The U.S.'s first match, a signature event of the tournament, hasn't sold out. This whole thing is being run by Rudy Giuliani's kid. It's a mess, and it hasn't even started yet.
It's all led to wide concern that the whole thing will be a disaster. That stadiums will be empty. That protests will overwhelm the games. That Donald Trump will make some sort of spectacle of himself on the world stage. (Again.) That this opportunity -- one American soccer fans like me have been waiting their entire lives for -- will be squandered. And it might! 
But I dunno. It also sounds plenty familiar.
I've been writing about sports my entire life, and one thing never changes: Every time there's a major global event, whether it's the World Cup or the Olympics, people foresee a nightmare. That the venues won't be ready, that the host country will botch everything. And then, once the events begin, everyone stops paying attention to any of that and just enjoys the games. 
I covered the Sochi Winter Olympics in 2014, where they poured money into an amusement park that wasn't even finished by the time the Games closed, an Olympics during which Russia literally invaded another country, and if you were inside the venues or watching on television, none of that made a lick of difference. Sports make it all fade away.
This is especially true for the World Cup. No matter what's happening outside the stadium, it has a tendency to vanish on the pitch -- for better or worse. I spoke with Roger Bennett, author of the new book "We Are the World (Cup)" and an unofficial host/hype man/fan in chief of this World Cup (he and his podcast "Men in Blazers" will be doing a Madden Bus-esque road trip throughout the tournament called "Match Day Live!"). He expects us all to get caught up in the event as much as we always do.
"The second a ball is kicked, the second Messi takes the field, the second Brazil is in those golden jerseys, the second England shows up with their profound signature mix of insecure arrogance ... the cognitive dissonance kicks in and the rational drumbeat just evaporates because we're all caught in the thrall of the emotional," he says. "The world is kind of caught in a global eclipse that sweeps the entire planet." 
The World Cup field has expanded this year from 32 to 48 teams, which will make more money for FIFA (the reason the move was made, of course) but will also help keep global interest strong, particularly for teams that might be in danger of elimination early in a smaller field. (Looking at you, USMNT.) It is also full of compelling personalities, from aging brand names such as Argentina's Lionel Messi and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo to budding superstars like France's Kylian Mbappe and Spain's Lamine Yamal. 
And more than anything, it is simply the World Cup itself, the one event -- really, including the Olympics -- that captures the interest of every corner of the planet, from the fjords of Norway to the deserts of Egypt to the outback of Australia. This is the event that everyone on earth will be looking at, at once. That can be scary, of course, particularly when, well, the tumultuousness of the U.S. maybe doesn't have us looking our absolute best. But that has its advantages too: The tournament is so compelling that it can make all that ails it, and you, briefly fall away. 
Maybe you can't afford a ticket. Maybe there will be times you'll want to wince. Maybe some things will go very wrong. But it's still the World Cup, and it's just a very, very hard event to screw up. No matter how hard you might try.
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Opinions
Former U.S. Army secretary: What drones don't change about warfare
As new tech evolves, the Army still needs full support.

American soldiers in South Korea during a joint exercise between the United States and South Korea in 2025. (Ahn Young-Joon/AP)


By Ryan D. McCarthy | 2026-06-04
Ryan D. McCarthy served as the 24th secretary of the Army.
Over the past 10 years, the U.S. Army has seen many of its conventional modernization programs curtailed or even canceled. After prolonged ground wars in the Middle East, recovery ate up Army funding -- at the same time the service needed to prepare to confront increasingly technologically advanced adversaries.
Supporting the Army remains indispensable. The service has a crucial role in setting the theater: It provides the majority of the Joint Force's logistics, fuel distribution and communication networks. The Army also helps secure airspace and sea-lanes for other military services to operate.
The service proved its importance during Operation Epic Fury, when its ground-based Precision Strike Missile made its combat debut with devastating effects. By hitting targets -- including enemy air defenses and command nodes -- hundreds of miles away, the Army demonstrated strike capabilities once reserved for carrier-based aircraft or Navy-launched cruise missiles. 
But with the past decade's budget cuts, the Army has had to innovate as it adapts to today's warfare. In its weapons development and training exercises, the service has embraced unmanned systems that can replace personnel at the tactical edge. Learning from the Ukraine war and its so-called kamikaze drones, the Army is working to deploy such loitering munitions and reconnaissance tools to even its smallest units. 
In recent exercises, such as Lightning Surge and Ivy Sting earlier this year, Army divisions have used groups of autonomous drones to map enemy positions and strike with precision. The new technology, tested through the Army's Transforming in Contact modernization initiative, ensures that every Army company will be able to employ weapons systems that can compete on the modern battlefield. 
Without the Army's capacity for theater-wide logistics, long-range fires, and command and control for distributed forces, the U.S. military cannot sustain a major combat operation, let alone win one. Though Iraq- and Afghanistan-scale deployments have wound down, Army units have taken on additional missions at the nation's southern border; trained and equipped Ukrainians to defend Europe's eastern flank; and, most recently, generated a steady volume of fire supporting the U.S. campaign in Iran. These operations continue, even as the Army is transforming its major weapons systems and fighting formations to reflect new technological and geopolitical realities.
Resource limitations continue to impede what the Army can do, how well and how quickly. During the Biden administration, the Army's base budget fell by about 10 percent in real terms, and the service missed recruiting targets multiple years in a row. Even with the welcome funding relief after President Donald Trump's return to office, the Army has lagged behind other military services in the scale relative to budget baselines -- especially in the crucial areas of weapons procurement and modernization.
Still, Army leadership -- helmed by Secretary Dan Driscoll and Undersecretary Mike Obadal -- is making optimal use of the resources it does have to reshape the Army's operating model and signature weapons systems. Modernization priorities originating in Trump's first term are now reaching operational maturity. Land-based variants of Tomahawk and SM-series missiles will give commanders strike options that do not depend on total control of air or sea. Of all U.S. military exercises, it was the Army's firing of these missiles in the Philippines that prompted the most energetic Chinese government protests.
Another success story is a tank prototype unveiled earlier this year. Called the M-1E3 Abrams, it may look, move and fire like a traditional main battle tank. But its guts and brains are fully digital: an open-systems architecture that allows for rapid insertion of new capabilities -- hardware and software -- to account for changing conditions, technologies and adversary weapons. The M-1E3, with an unmanned gun turret and a hybrid engine, will weigh up to 30 percent less than the venerable Cold War-era Abrams tank it will replace.
As the Army develops combat systems, the whole must be greater than the sum of the parts. The Next Generation Command and Control, or NGC2, is the connective tissue of this effort. Developed alongside the commercial software sector, NGC2 is a hardware-agnostic, AI-powered data layer that allows a division commander to see a battlefield on a single pane of glass, integrating drone feeds, electronic warfare actions and logistics in real time.
The character of warfare is changing through technology. But its fundamental nature is not. Borders and populations still matter, as do synchronized fire, maneuvering and logistics. To realize the potential of the Army's initiatives, the Defense Department and Congress must prioritize Army investments and support its service leaders as they confront obstacles, whether budgetary, bureaucratic or political. 
Because the history is clear: Time and again, the United States has declared "never again" to large-scale land wars -- only to find itself unprepared for the next ground campaign.
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Opinions
Trump says his uncle was a 'super genius.' D-Day proves his point.
John Trump, an engineer and MIT professor, changed the course of history.

Lee DuBridge, on left, and John Trump in Paris during the liberation of France. (AIP Emilio Segre Visual Archives)


By Timothy Chu, Drew Endy | 2026-06-04
Timothy Chu is a research fellow at the Hoover Institution's Bio-Strategies and Leadership Initiative, where Drew Endy is the director.
President Donald Trump has described his Uncle John Trump, who died in 1985, as "a great, brilliant, genius" and "a super genius." Some may suspect the president is exaggerating. In this case, his description of the electrical engineer and professor may be understated.
For example, two days before D-Day, John Trump was standing on an English cliff facing Normandy, fine-tuning a radar that was part of an extraordinary system for guiding the boats and planes that would soon carry Allied soldiers across the water toward the enemy coast. Two days before this year's D-Day anniversary, understanding John Trump's contributions has become more important than ever.
John, the younger brother of the president's father, Fred, played a crucial role in the development of radar for D-Day and World War II. Radar was hailed as "second only to the atomic bomb" in winning the war. Later, he contributed to the success of the U.S. space program and pioneered methods relevant to semiconductor manufacturing. The longtime professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology was honored by King George VI and President Harry S. Truman for his war work, and was awarded the National Medal of Science by President Ronald Reagan.
Trump's wartime work was set in motion by a 1940 mission authorized by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, who desperately sought America's help after Adolf Hitler defeated France. Churchill's secret mission delivered a crucial radar component -- the "cavity magnetron," a palm-size device that generated microwaves powerful enough for airborne radar -- to America. Doing so helped kick-start radar work in the United States and supercharged collaboration between the two nations on critical science and technology. Trump then helped organize America's most innovative radar lab at MIT to make such improvements real and secure Allied air power.
By the time D-Day neared in 1944, Trump directed a secret field lab in England, where he listened and worked closely with America's troops to prepare MIT radar for battle. American bombers using the radar developed at MIT were able to "see" through clouds and destroy German oil and aircraft factories, helping secure air supremacy by the time Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower's invasion force reached the Normandy beaches. Radar also made possible one of the largest successful paratrooper drops in history during D-Day, when planes guided by radar deployed a 23,000-strong force behind enemy lines.
"If I didn't have air supremacy," Eisenhower declared afterward in Normandy, "I wouldn't be here." As the war in Europe raged, Eisenhower's top air general said the radar field lab directed by Trump was "one of the most important factors" in America's air success.
A week after D-Day, a vengeful  Hitler unleashed his secret weapon against Britain: the world's first cruise missiles, known as the V-1. The MIT lab's radar system -- the SCR-584 -- was ready, detecting V-1s as they crossed the English Channel and helping guide interceptor planes and antiaircraft batteries.
Writing in his diary on July 19, 1944, Trump described having lunch with King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, where the king "asked a number of questions about radar work in the United States." Churchill later wrote that "the V-1 had been mastered" by the new radar from the U.S.
MIT radar was also deployed in the Pacific theater, most notably in 1945 on the Enola Gay, in its mission to deliver the atomic bombs that helped bring an end to the war with Japan. Gen. George S. Patton, after a 1945 meeting with Trump to discuss science in war, said, "This is the way wars not only can but must be run from now on."
After the war, the space race kicked off. In 1962, the U.S. carried out a high-altitude nuclear test, Starfish Prime, which produced fallout and destroyed satellites. NASA feared the resulting radiation could endanger or kill astronauts. Trump was consulted and provided calculations reassuring NASA that continuing  crewed spaceflight would be safe between tests. The U.S. space program could proceed at full speed.
John Trump also co-founded one of America's first venture-backed companies, which developed cancer treatments and advanced a commercial method for turning raw silicon into a semiconductor -- a breakthrough for the computer industry.
Today, America is again navigating global competition, technological disruption and the need for scientific moon shots. John Trump navigated all three -- and won. Americans would do well to follow the example of a "super genius" electrical engineer. When Americans listen to each other and work together, as John Trump did with soldiers, scientists and generals before D-Day, we can reach the greatest heights. 
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Opinions
Ebola is spreading in ways no one fully grasps. Use what I know.
As cases rapidly grow, a massive deployment of resources is critical.

An ambulance is prepped to transfer Ebola-suspected patients from Connaught Hospital to holding centers in Freetown, Sierra Leone, on Nov. 18, 2014. (Nikki Kahn/The Washington Post)


By Anthony Banbury | 2026-06-04
Anthony Banbury is a former United Nations undersecretary general who led the U.N. Mission for Ebola Emergency Response.
The Ebola crisis in Africa will spin out of control without a significant shift in the international response. More people will get infected, and 30 to 50 percent of those who contract the virus will die. Frontline aid workers, mostly Congolese, are risking their lives to stem the crisis, but they lack resources and are overwhelmed by the rising tide of cases.
The number of Ebola cases reported by the World Health Organization has gone up and down, which is understandable given the significant lack of lab-testing facilities in the affected region. It is likely, however, that the reported numbers are an undercount, not because of any effort to hide the true numbers but because the virus is spreading in ways no one fully understands. 
On Tuesday, the WHO reported that in the Democratic Republic of Congo there were 321 confirmed cases of Ebola, 116 suspected cases and 48 deaths. On May 29, the WHO said more than 900 people were suspected of having Ebola in the country with more than 220 fatalities. WHO officials say case totals shift as people get tested. 
New cases will probably grow rapidly -- and indefinitely. Fortunately, some of the lessons from the 2014-16 Ebola crisis in West Africa -- when more than 28,000 people were infected and more than 11,000 died in the largest outbreak of the disease ever -- are being applied in the current outbreak. 
The WHO became aware that Ebola was spreading in Guinea in March 2014 but did not declare a "Public Health Emergency of International Concern" until nearly five months later. This time, it took the WHO just two days to declare the same health emergency after Ebola was confirmed in  Congo on May 15. Additionally, at this relatively early stage of the response, there's a greater understanding of the critical role that local leaders and communities must play in stemming the virus.
Unfortunately, some of the biggest mistakes made by the international community in 2014 are being repeated today, and if those are not rectified, the new outbreak will be more dangerous and deadly. Here are the most important measures the international community should take immediately.
First, a single actor needs to lead the entire Ebola response. Congolese health workers, international nongovernmental organizations and the WHO are doing great work, but their efforts are spread out and need to be brought under one umbrella. It is like going to war with scattered, independent military units but no central headquarters directing the overall effort. This recognition in September 2014, deep into that Ebola crisis, led U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to establish the U.N. Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER), whose main function was to provide that leadership. The Security Council resolution endorsing the secretary general's decision received the most co-sponsors of any council resolution in U.N. history at the time.
Second, the outbreak has evolved beyond a public health emergency into a multidimensional crisis. In addition to doctors, nurses and health workers, the crisis response needs experts in command and control, security, logistics, public communication, procurement and information technology. Health professionals should be allowed to focus on the health aspects of the outbreak, while crisis response experts should lead these other areas.
Third, an integrated and comprehensive strategy is required to end the crisis. When UNMEER landed in West Africa at the end of September 2014, noble work was being done, but there was no plan to end the outbreak. In less than three weeks, UNMEER developed clear goals that called for 70 percent of new cases to be isolated and 70 percent of Ebola deaths to receive a safe burial within 60 days. The next objective was to reach 100 percent in both categories in 90 days. The group then developed an operational plan -- integrating the contributions of all the main actors -- to reach those targets. By the end of November, after seven months of exponential growth in cases, those 70 percent targets were reached, and new cases finally started falling. 

Health workers place the body of a suspected Ebola victim into a coffin on May 24 in Mongbwalu, Democratic Republic of Congo. (Michel Lunanga/Getty Images)


Lastly, many more resources -- human, technical, financial and logistic -- need to be urgently deployed. The 2014 plan called for mass-resource deployment during the first 30 days. The mission response team did not know its ultimate needs yet but understood that a shortage of resources would slow the response and lead to more deaths. The team threw everything it could acquire at the crisis.
The people, governments and health care workers of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone should get the greatest credit for ending the 2014 West Africa Ebola outbreak. But without massive international assistance, their efforts would not have produced the same results. To end the current crisis, those on the front lines of the Ebola response need a similar level of help.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/06/04/ebola-outbreak-can-be-stopped-by-learning-lessons-2014-crisis/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Post's View
Newark's detention center requires real accountability
The federal government has an obligation to ensure that immigrant detainees are not subjected to cruel conditions.

Police officers stand guard outside Delaney Hall detention center in Newark on Tuesday. (Jeenah Moon/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-06-03
The state of New Jersey filed a lawsuit this week against the operator of a privately run immigration detention center in Newark, claiming that health inspectors were denied full access to the facility. It's the latest reminder that the federal government's immigration enforcement system desperately needs greater transparency and accountability. 
The facility, called Delaney Hall, has become a flash point in recent weeks. Reports of unsanitary and inhumane conditions, which have become disturbingly common among detention facilities nationwide, have resulted in violent clashes outside the building between protesters and police. The situation has gotten so bad that Newark Mayor Ras Baraka (D) imposed a curfew around the center, and Gov. Mikie Sherrill (D) deployed state troopers to manage the crowds.
Sherrill is correct to try to "lower the temperature" and stop agitators from contributing to the spectacle. People have every right to protest peacefully, but assaulting officers and lighting fires in the streets are crimes that warrant prosecution.
At the same time, the federal government has an obligation to ensure that detainees in its custody, even if they illegally entered the country, are not subject to cruel conditions. Immigration detention centers are not supposed to be punitive; their purpose is to temporarily house immigrants while courts review their cases.
For weeks, detainees and attorneys advocating for them have accused the Delaney facility of providing poor living conditions and inadequate medical care despite outbreaks of covid-19 and the flu. Some prisoners have joined a hunger strike, alleging that they have been served expired food and even meals containing live worms. Others have said they were subjected to solitary confinement.
Those reports prompted the state health department to send representatives to the facility, where they were allowed to inspect the food service department. But the state said in its complaint that the inspectors were denied access to the center's medical unit, sleeping areas, showers and ventilation system.
The Department of Homeland Security called the state's lawsuit "frivolous" and denied allegations of poor conditions. "No lawbreakers in the history of human civilization have been better treated than illegal aliens," the department said on social media. Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin was nominated for the job to deescalate tensions, but he's scoffed at complaints about food, saying detainees refused to eat because they wanted "ethnic" food. "Well, they can go back to their country and get whatever food they want," said Mullin.
There's reason to be skeptical about the administration's nothing-to-see-here attitude. Eighteen individuals have already died in the government's custody this year, matching its count for all of 2020, at the height of the pandemic. Last year, 33 detainees died, and multiple facilities reported outbreaks of tuberculosis, a disease associated with poor living conditions.
Meanwhile, the Trump administration gutted watchdog agencies at DHS. Last year, it attempted to eliminate the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, which once had about 140 full-time employees. DHS backtracked amid threats of lawsuits, but it still slashed the office's headcount to about 40 people, most of them outside contractors. It also limited the way people can submit complaints, such as requiring that they are written in English.
It's heartening to see New Jersey authorities take this seriously, but that's not enough. As Congress takes up a reconciliation bill this week to provide additional funding for immigration enforcement, lawmakers have leverage to put a stop to cruelty in detention facilities.
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Opinions
Mexico's Claudia Sheinbaum has found her scapegoat
Anti-U.S. rhetoric helps her avoid accountability ahead of elections.

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum addresses supporters in Mexico City on Sunday. (Marco Ugarte/AP)


By Leon Krauze | 2026-06-03
On Sunday, at a rally marking the second anniversary of her 2024 election victory, Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum delivered the most acerbic and aggressive speech of her administration. She reached back into the past to resurrect her predecessors Vicente Fox, who left office 20 years ago, and Felipe Calderon, who stepped down over a decade ago, blaming the past for every ill of the present.
Once she got to talking about today, however, Sheinbaum swung into denouncing foreign interference in Mexico's internal affairs, in effect accusing the Trump administration of trying to place its thumb on the scale of Mexican politics. She did all this at the tensest moment in the bilateral relationship in decades. As Mexican columnist Hector de Mauleon put it, the oven was already burning hot, and Sheinbaum turned up the flame.
Why now?
One answer is that Sheinbaum knows heavier pressure from Washington is coming. A recent meeting with Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin seems to have ended in open discord, with Mullin demanding that Sheinbaum take concrete action against Mexican politicians already indicted by the U.S. for alleged connections to cartels. They include a sitting governor and a senator, both from Sheinbaum's party. According to reports, Sheinbaum declined.. With more U.S. indictments looming, Mexico's president could be preparing the political terrain for the difficult summer ahead.
Another, far more concerning reason for Sheinbaum's defiance is that she has decided to turn to populism, making the Trump administration's pressure a political asset for herself and her party before the country's midterm contests next year. Wrapping herself in the flag, she may be trying to convert a position of structural vulnerability into a narrative of patriotic defiance.
The message to her base is clear: If Trump threatens and criticizes, and if U.S. sanctions or investigations arrive, it is not because her government is failing in reining in organized crime and narco-politics; it is because Mexico has a government that refuses to bow. 
Her pivot fits almost too neatly with a new constitutional amendment, rammed through Congress by Sheinbaum's party that would allow "foreign interference" to be used as grounds for annulling an election. Former ambassador Arturo Sarukhan has called it "one of the most egregious, alarming and retrograde pieces of legislation in Mexico's young democratic history." It is also a telltale sign that electoral alarm bells are ringing inside the ruling party as corruption scandals and alleged ties to organized crime begin to erode its standing.
Put together, the amendment and the speech send a clear message: sovereignty and anti-U.S. nationalism are being weaponized not only to negotiate with Trump, but also to keep open a legal escape hatch that could justify undoing the popular will if 2027 does not go the way the governing party expects.
There are legitimate reasons for Mexico to defend its sovereignty. There are legitimate grievances in the relationship with Washington. No Mexican president should behave as though the U.S. has the right to dictate Mexico's domestic politics. But this is not that.
Sheinbaum is playing with fire, and it appears she knows it. On Monday, perhaps mindful of having gone a bit too far during her weekend rally, she tried to exonerate Trump himself from the supposed foreign interference, instead blaming what she called "sectors of America's far right," whom she did not identify further. But her words on Sunday leave little room for misinterpretation.
Every public ratcheting up of rhetoric against the White House leaves Sheinbaum less room to maneuver when the negotiations begin in private. Every time she translates legitimate grievances about U.S. power into blanket accusations of "interference," she blurs the line between defending sovereignty and insulating her own movement from accountability.
Mexico's relationship with the United States is already fragile. Its prosperity depends on trade with its northern neighbor. Its public security strategy still leans on intelligence and cooperation across the border. Its ability to manage migration, fentanyl, investment, energy, and the upcoming review of the free trade agreement with the U.S. and Canada all require a level of discipline and trust that nationalist theatrics do not help build.
And Mexico's democracy hangs in the balance. Sheinbaum's  party, Morena, has weakened the courts, is reshaping the electoral system and now invokes "foreign interference" as a permanent threat. It is not merely defending sovereignty. It is constructing a political instrument. The danger is that the government will use the confrontation with the United States to narrow the space for dissent at home.
Sunday's speech was an early glimpse of a governing party preparing its electoral narrative for 2027: If Morena wins, the people have spoken; if Morena is challenged, foreign interference may be to blame.
This is a recipe for lasting democratic erosion. 
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Opinions
'Mine's self-driving'
Mark Wood cartoon on self-driving cars.

(Mark Wood/The Spectator)


By Mark Wood | 2026-06-03

(Mark Wood/The Spectator)
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What Tuesday told MAGA and the Democratic establishment
Trump lost one, Democrats dodged some: Here's what the primary results revealed. 

Iowa state Rep. Josh Turek after winning the Democratic nomination for U.S. Senate on Tuesday. (Bryon Houlgrave/AP)


By Henry Olsen | 2026-06-03
You're reading Margin of Victory, a newsletter on the 2026 midterm cycle. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including Henry Olsen's latest election analysis.
Henry Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.  
The six state primaries Tuesday brought few surprises but taught two important lessons: President Donald Trump is not omnipotent within the Republican Party, and the Democratic Party still faces a potent revolt on its left flank.
In Iowa, Rep. Randy Feenstra appeared to have the GOP gubernatorial nomination locked up when he received Trump's endorsement late last week. Though the most recent public poll had shown Feenstra two points behind farmer  Zach Lahn, with many undecideds, Trump's record of smashing his opponents to smithereens prompted most observers to expect a Feenstra victory.
Instead, Lahn narrowly held on. He carried the vote-rich Des Moines metropolitan region and made significant inroads into Feenstra's base in northwestern Iowa. That was just enough to allow him to overcome Feenstra's strong showing in the eastern and far southwestern parts of the state.
Lahn's victory was striking in part because he was not running as just another MAGA Republican. His campaign explicitly invoked Make America Healthy Again themes -- playing to that offshoot of MAGA -- and he emphasized education and protecting family farms rather than the strong anti-immigrant and cultural messages that tend to dominate modern GOP primary campaigns. In short, he offered a distinct, non-MAGA reason to vote for him -- and won with it. 
That should be instructive to future Republican campaigns. Candidates with compelling, thoughtful agendas that deviate from the Trump playbook can gain support even in today's Republican Party. Trump's endorsement is key when all the candidates are running variations of MAGA doctrine. After all, who better to determine who's more MAGA than the MAGA master himself? But candidates who run authentically as themselves can still find fertile ground elsewhere.
On the Democratic side, the establishment had a pretty good night. In Iowa, its preferred candidate, state Rep. Josh Turek, beat progressive Zach Wahls for the party's nomination to succeed retiring Sen. Joni Ernst (R). Former Navy helicopter pilot Rebecca Bennett -- labeled by some a political clone of New Jersey Gov. Mikie Sherrill (D) because of their similar military backgrounds and centrist beliefs -- dispatched three competitors in New Jersey's swing 7th Congressional District. San Francisco County Supervisor Connie Chan, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi's choice to succeed her in California's 11th District, finished second to advance to the November runoff over New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's former chief of staff, Saikat Chakrabarti. Chan will face state Sen. Scott Wiener, another Democrat, who was the top vote-getter. 
In the day's most high-profile contests, the California gubernatorial and Los Angeles mayoral primaries, the Democratic establishment looks likely to get its preferred results. With almost 60 percent reported in the slow-counting state, former health secretary Xavier Becerra was well ahead of progressive billionaire Tom Steyer. Steyer also trailed Republican Steve Hilton for the other slot in the general election, likely giving Becerra the blue vs. red matchup he wants. Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass also topped her progressive challenger, city council member Nithya Raman, and appears on track for a November runoff with reality TV star Spencer Pratt, who was in second place with about 65 percent of votes counted in the jungle primary. Pratt is a registered Republican running as an independent.
Progressives can nonetheless take heart from Adam Hamawy's victory in New Jersey's safely Democratic 12th District. Hamawy distanced himself from the pack in the 13-way race, beating his nearest competitor by 13 percentage points. Hamawy has been criticized for appearing as a defense witness in the 1995 trial of Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, the Islamic militant who inspired the 1993 bombing of New York's World Trade Center. But he was endorsed by Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont), AOC and a host of other progressive figures and groups. Republicans will surely elevate his profile in the fall as they make their case that Democrats are too radical to be trusted with power.
Leftist candidates also did well in two California congressional races. Progressive Randy Villegas leads state Sen. Jasmeet Bains (D) for the chance to face Rep. David Valadao (R) in the swing 22nd District, and Sacramento City council member Mai Vang is running a strong second in her challenge to longtime 7th District incumbent Doris Matsui (D). If Vang holds on, she will face Matsui in a one-on-one contest in November and could win.
The continued success of progressive upstarts leaves the Democratic establishment constantly on guard. Incumbents and challengers alike know they have to be left wing enough to avoid being swamped by a strong progressive. Meanwhile, every win by one of these candidates strengthens the upstart left, further encouraging others. The far left may not yet be at the gates, but it is gaining support by the day.
Together, these trends show that even the strongest orthodoxies can be beaten by well-designed campaigns. That should give even the most downcast hope for our democracy's future. Even now, in the heart of partisan rancor and big money, it seems the people really do rule.
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Trump wanted to abandon this 'highest duty.' The WHO said no.
The World Health Organization has deftly handled attempts by countries to leave.

Workers load World Health Organization emergency supplies onto a plane in Nairobi on May 20. (Andrew Kasuku/AP)


By Lawrence O. Gostin, Sam F. Halabi | 2026-06-03
Lawrence O. Gostin is a distinguished professor at Georgetown University Law Center and directs the World Health Organization Collaborating Center on National and Global Health Law. Sam F. Halabi is a professor at Georgetown University's Department of Health Management and Policy. 
Amid the ongoing health emergencies of Ebola and hantavirus, the world's governments convened last month for the World Health Assembly. The United States, of course, was absent. But while most Americans assume the U.S. has officially severed ties with the World Health Organization, the reality is quite different: It is still a member.
For the U.S.'s withdrawal to be finalized, the assembly -- the WHO's governing body -- must formally accept it, a step it has pointedly refused to take. That may have little practical meaning for the management of outbreaks today; the U.S. has still ceded its leadership role regardless of its membership status. Nevertheless, the WHO's decision to leave the door open for the U.S. to return is a prudent posture for the future of global health.
The assembly's refusal to acknowledge the U.S.'s exit is rooted in the fundamental architecture of international law. When nations conceived the WHO at the 1945 San Francisco Conference, they explicitly agreed that states should not have the power to walk away, underscoring a collective "highest duty" to cooperate for global health and peace. Mirroring the Charter of the United Nations, the WHO was built around the foundational vision of universality, establishing its constitution as a treaty guaranteeing the universal human right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.
The assembly recently demonstrated how deftly it handles attempts to break this bond. In an analysis released on Jan. 20, the WHO executive board reaffirmed that because the organization's constitution lacks a withdrawal clause, the only definitive scenario allowing an exit is if a state objects to a newly adopted constitutional amendment. No such amendment has occurred.
The assembly managed Argentina's situation with diplomatic finesse: It acknowledged the notice but declared it undesirable to take "any further action." The clear legal implication is that Argentina remains a full member, even if its near-term cooperation has functionally dropped to zero.
The U.S., a founding member of both the U.N. and the WHO, occupies a unique legal position. While it has benefited immensely from these institutions -- enjoying a privileged veto power on the U.N. Security Council and long exerting outsize influence in Geneva -- it is technically the only country in the world with a recognized right to withdraw from the WHO. 
The U.S. engineered this as part of the joint congressional resolution to join the WHO, which President Harry S. Truman signed in 1948. The document included two explicit conditions for a future exit: a one-year notice and paying its financial obligations in full for the current fiscal year. The newly formed assembly accepted those terms.
Following his inauguration, President Donald Trump triggered that one-year notice and subsequently signed an executive order to formally finalize the withdrawal. The administration, however, has flatly refused to pay its assessed dues for the 2024 and 2025 fiscal years, accumulating roughly $280 million in unpaid dues. As such, the WHO determined that the U.S. cannot legally complete its divorce until these financial debts are satisfied. That is true under both U.S. and international law.
Consequently, international authorities have met the U.S. exit strategy with a deafening silence. At its January 2026 meeting, the WHO executive board completely bypassed issuing a decision or resolution regarding the U.S. Last month, the assembly refused to even recognize receipt of the U.S. withdrawal letter. Earlier, the assembly's Committee B (which governs financial and legal decisions) approved by consensus and without objection that if the U.S. does not pay its financial obligations by 2027, the assembly will invoke Article 7 of the WHO's constitution to suspend voting privileges for members in arrears.
While critics have accused the WHO's secretariat and its Office of the Legal Counsel of overstepping their executive boundaries by advising the board on these matters, the secretariat has a clear duty to provide its constitutional interpretations. Ultimately, the final power rests with the member states at the assembly, who chose not to act.
The WHO's interpretation of international law is not just legally sound; it is exceptionally wise -- especially for the U.S. Ongoing public health crises illustrate what the U.S. loses by isolating itself from global health cooperation. It is the WHO that is leading the response to the global health emergencies of hantavirus and Ebola.
When a future administration inevitably decides to return to the community of nations, there will be no arduous process to rejoin. The assembly can simply restore U.S. voting rights upon payment of back dues, likely without requiring cumulative payments for the period spent away. Keeping the door unlocked is a triumph for the principle of universality, world health and, ultimately, the long-term strategic interests of the U.S.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/06/04/us-remains-who-thats-good-thing/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
A great reverse migration is shifting the balance of power in the U.S.
Republicans in Southern states are gerrymandering the return of Black voters.

A member of the Black Voters Matter organization attends an Election Day rally on Nov. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


By Theodore R. Johnson | 2026-06-03
Transformations of American democracy are typically measured by constitutional amendments and federal legislation. But one of the most consequential occurred when Black Americans decided to vote with their feet. During the Great Migration between 1910 and 1970, 6 million of them left the South -- where they effectively couldn't vote for much of that time -- for northern and Midwestern states, where they could. Since 1990, though, at least 2 million have returned, a reverse migration that's reshaping the region's politics and changing the calculus for the Democratic and Republican parties.
The original migrants were mostly rural laborers fleeing violence and disenfranchisement in search of better jobs and pay. Today's reverse migrants are driven by economic opportunity in Southern metro areas, the lower cost of living, and connections to culture and extended family. These recent arrivals are typically younger, college-educated professionals with no firsthand knowledge of the Jim Crow South that their ancestors left several decades ago. And just as in the Great Migration, the new voters who arrived are shifting the balance of power in the states -- and the backlash came shortly after they did.
Before the Great Migration began, more than 90 percent of Black Americans lived in the South. Disenfranchised after Reconstruction, by 1901, there were no longer any Black members of Congress. By the time the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed, 53 percent of the Black population remained. Political scientist Keneshia Grant found that northern parties and politicians took varying approaches to the new arrivals -- from mobilizing Black voters and supporting policies they favored to suppressing their election participation and stoking racial anxieties. In voting by leaving, however, the newly enfranchised bloc elected Black congressmen in destination states such as Illinois and New York. Today, the reverse migration has increased the proportion of the Black population that lives in the South to nearly 60 percent. The two metro areas losing the most Black residents? New York and Chicago.
When this new migration is considered, the erosion of voting rights protections and the off-cycle scramble to redraw congressional maps across the South tell a more complete story. Through a purely partisan lens, these measures look like proactive attempts by Republican legislatures to gerrymander Democrats out of seats and bake in election advantages. But they can also be read as defensive: an effort to contain the growing political power of Black voters in some states. Whether these changes reflect explicit racial discrimination or hyper-partisan conflict, the effect now is the same as its historical precedent -- Black voters are targeted by the state.
Atlanta is the epicenter of the reverse migration, and Georgia politics has taken notice. Between 1990 and 2020, the Black population of its metro area more than doubled and now exceeds 2 million. It's the city most often cited by advocates who view reverse migration as a political strategy to increase Black electoral power in the South and influence national politics. Since then, President Donald Trump lost this Republican-controlled state in the 2020 election, and Democrats won both of its seats in the Senate. But this month, Georgia will convene a special legislative session to redraw its maps ahead of the 2028 election; the goal is to protect the Republican congressional advantage by containing the growing Black electorate.
Following the 2020 Census, a Brookings Institution analysis found that Texas, Florida and North Carolina were also top destinations for Black migrants. Texas Republicans, egged on by Trump, redistricted the state this year to pack Black voters into fewer districts in hopes of picking up five Republican seats. Similarly, Florida recently approved a new map, packing some districts with Black voters while splitting up others elsewhere to create four new Republican seats. North Carolina redrew its map, breaking up a district represented by a Black Democrat to make it reliably Republican, creating an 11-3 in-state advantage.
Gerrymandering is just the latest tactic. These states' initial attempt at contesting the changing electoral dynamics was to implement restrictive voting laws. North Carolina's effort was so egregious that federal judges struck down its provision, ruling that it targeted "African Americans with almost surgical precision." Black migrants returning to the South, however, were readily organized and mobilized, helping to mitigate these laws' anticipated effect of reducing turnout. Conversely, Black congressional Democrats are hoping that massive turnout in this year's midterms will help save their seats. But recent Supreme Court rulings have paved the way for partisan gerrymandering to be a more effective tool to counter mobilization efforts, and Southern Republicans seem to be banking on the map's math to keep power, no matter what shape the electorate takes.
Whether that calculus holds up over the long term remains an open question. Southern parties and politicians treat the Black electorate as if its politics and views are stuck in the Great Migration. Democrats behave as though the game is all about turnout, while Republicans treat Black constituents as voters to be diluted. But the Black people coming to the South are not the same as the ones who left. If the region's leaders continue to apply a 20th-century playbook to 21st-century voters, they may find that in drawing up an advantage, they've painted themselves into a corner.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/06/03/southern-states-are-gerrymandering-return-black-voters/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Local

      The Washington Post offers breaking local news, weather and traffic information for the DC, Maryland and Virginia metro areas, plus information about school districts, crime, government, religion, the lottery,restaurant reviews and obituaries.


      
        Where D.C. mayoral and council candidates stand on key issues
        Meagan Flynn, Jenny Gathright

        We asked the Democratic candidates for mayor and council, along with the candidates in the special election for independent at-large council member, for their views on a range of city issues.

      

      
        A voter's guide to the 2026 D.C. primary election
        Washington Post staff

        What to know as D.C. voters head to the polls on June 16 to pick Democratic nominees for several key races including mayor and the delegate to the House.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Where D.C. mayoral and council candidates stand on key issues
This article is supposed to be read in a browser.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/interactive/2026/06/03/where-dc-mayoral-council-candidates-stand-key-issues/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



D.C.
A voter's guide to the 2026 D.C. primary election
What to know as D.C. voters head to the polls on June 16 to pick Democratic nominees for several key races including mayor and the delegate to the House.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Washington Post staff | 2026-06-03
D.C. voters will head to the polls June 16 to pick Democratic nominees for several key races -- including D.C. mayor and the city's delegate in the House of Representative -- in an election that could signal a shift in the city's governance as some longtime officials decided not to seek reelection. 
A special election also will be held that day to fill an open independent at-large seat on the D.C. Council. 
This spring's elections will mark the first in D.C. using ranked-choice voting, and election officials and other organizations have hosted events and shared other information in recent months to make sure people understand the process. 
Ahead of the Democratic primary, we asked candidates for mayor and the D.C. Council to share their views on issues such as a youth curfew, congestion pricing and D.C. tax policy. You can read their responses here·. 
Here are other key things to know about the June primary.
The June 16 Democratic primary includes candidates for mayor, D.C. Council chairman, council members in Wards 1, 3, 5 and 6, and at-large, as well as attorney general, and delegate to the House. 
There also will be a special election to fill the independent at-large council seat vacated earlier this year by Kenyan R. McDuffie before he announced his run for mayor as a Democrat. Voters also will select local party officials.

D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Seven Democrats are running to succeed Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), who opted not to seek a fourth-term in office -- marking the first race without an incumbent in two decades.
Competing in the primary are businessman Gary Goodweather; Ward 4 council member Janeese Lewis George; Ernest E. Johnson, chairman and chief executive for the Friends of the Frank Reeves Center; former at-large council member Kenyan R. McDuffie; former council member Vincent B. Orange ("VO"), an attorney and certified public accountant; Rini Sampath, a cybersecurity director; and Hope Solomon, a small-business owner.
Read more:
	The rise of Janeese Lewis George, who could be D.C.'s first democratic socialist mayor
	In D.C. mayor's race, Kenyan R. McDuffie is the not-so-moderate moderate
	Ad wars ramp up in D.C. mayoral race as primary enters final month

Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D), who has served on the council since 1999, is running unopposed in the Democratic primary. 
The Ward 1 race is wide open after three-term council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D) decided she would not seek reelection. Vying in the race are Aparna Raj, communications manager for Local Progress; Rashida Brown, owner and principal of Seedling Strategies LLC; Jackie Reyes-Yanes, a community advocate and former director of the mayor's offices on Latino affairs and community affairs; Terry Lynch, executive director of the Downtown Cluster of Congregations; and Miguel Trindade Deramo, an advisory neighborhood commissioner and organizer. 
Ward 3 council member Matthew Frumin, who has represented the area since 2023, is running unopposed. 
In Ward 5, incumbent Zachary Parker is running for a second term against Bernita Carmichael, a career enterprise risk professional; and Bridget K. French, a policy director. 
The primary in Ward 6 pits incumbent Charles Allen, a three-term council member targeted two years ago by an unsuccessful recall effort, against Michael Murphy, an attorney; and Gloria Ann Nauden, a CEO. 
In the at-large Democratic primary, nine candidates are competing to succeed outgoing council member Anita Bonds, who opted not to run for reelection after more than a decade in office. Competing for the seat are attorney Kevin B. Chavous; Dwight Davis, an educator; Dyana N.M. Forester, a senior director of labor relations; business owner Fred Hill, a small-business owner; Greg Jackson, president of the Rocket Foundation; Leniqua'dominique Jenkins; Candace Tiana Nelson; Oye Owolewa, a pharmacist and shadow U.S. representative; and Lisa Raymond, major gifts officer for Covenant House Greater Washington. 
In the independent special election for an at-large seat, Doni Crawford, who was appointed in January to temporarily replace McDuffie after he resigned to run for mayor, is competing against Jacque Patterson, president of the D.C. State Board of Education, and former council member Elissa Silverman, a communications and public policy consultant.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.). (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


Longtime Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, who has held the seat since 1991, announced in the fall that she would not seek a 19th term as the nonvoting representative in the House. The five-candidate Democratic primary to succeed her includes two at-large D.C. Council members, Brooke Pinto and Robert C. White Jr.; as well as Norton aide Trent Holbrook; Greg Jaczko, a trained physicist; and Kinney Zalesne, a former Democratic National Committee official.
Read more: 
	In D.C., a heated race to succeed Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton

Incumbent Brian Schwalb is seeking a second term in office against attorney J.P. Szymkowicz. As the city's chief legal officer, the attorney general is responsible for enforcing the laws of D.C., providing legal advice for government agencies and promoting other interests of city residents. 
The June elections will be the first using ranked-choice voting, after Initiative 83 passed two years ago. The method will allow voters to rank up to five candidates in order of preference, though you can select just one candidate, if preferred.
A candidate must secure at least 50 percent of the vote to win. If a candidate does not reach that threshold after first-choice votes are tallied, the person receiving the fewest votes is eliminated, and anyone who ranked that candidate first will have their vote transferred to their second choice. The process will continue until a candidate reaches a 50 percent majority. 
The D.C. Board of Elections has been holding forums to help voters understand the new system. Here is a schedule of remaining events and other information on ranked-choice voting. 

An election volunteer separates voting stickers in June 2022. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Election Day is June 16. The primary elections are open only to voters registered with the Democratic, Republican or D.C. Statehood Green parties. All registered voters can cast a ballot in the at-large special election. In addition, noncitizen D.C. residents can vote only in local races.
The deadline has passed for people to register online or by mail to vote in this election, but D.C. offers same-day registration at early-voting centers or on Election Day, allowing people to show up with proof of residence and be issued a ballot.
Check your registration status or apply at dcboe.org/registertovote. 
Military and overseas voters can get more information about registration and absentee ballots at fvap.gov/district-of-columbia.
All registered D.C. voters should have received a ballot in the mail, which can be mailed back, placed in ballot drop boxes or returned to voting centers. Ballots sent through the U.S. Postal Service must be postmarked by June 16 and received by June 26 to be counted.
Early-voting centers will open June 8 and run from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily until June 14 at 25 sites across the District.
On June 16, voting centers will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Here is a map of all the drop boxes and voting centers.
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Inside the Trump-backed push to bring AI doctors into American medicine
The administration is laying the groundwork for chatbots that can diagnose illness and prescribe medicine, but physicians say AI can introduce more problems. 

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post; iStock)


By Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2026-06-04

(Washington Post illustration; Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post; iStock)


Last summer, Amy Gleason became a true believer in the wonders of artificial intelligence. 
Her daughter Morgan had spent more than a decade battling a debilitating autoimmune disorder. But when the 27-year-old uploaded 16 years of meticulously kept medical records into ChatGPT, the machine reported that Morgan was suffering from a different ailment than the one diagnosed by doctors. The new assessment granted her entry into a coveted clinical trial.
Gleason is not your typical mom. The leader of the U.S. DOGE Service, which she took over from billionaire Elon Musk, Gleason is now tasked by the Trump administration with bringing AI into the health care system as an adviser to Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
She's part of a cohort of MAHA and tech-allied officials who are quietly paving the way for a future in which AI chatbots and robots are an integral part of medical care: diagnosing illness and prescribing medicine with limited or no human oversight. The longtime Silicon Valley dream is taking shape, some entrepreneurs say, thanks in part to a new approach within the Trump administration. 
Today, chatbots can only legally offer medical guidance with a disclaimer attached: Neither the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, nor any state licensing board, allows a fully autonomous AI to practice medicine. 
But Trump officials -- citing concerns about the prevalence of chronic disease and issues such as the shortage of rural doctors -- are driving a significant shift. 
They have backed a controversial three-month-old pilot program in Utah that allows AI chatbots to refill prescriptions instantly. (Currently humans oversee the chatbot's decisions, but there are plans to make the program fully autonomous). The Cicero Institute, a think tank funded by right-leaning tech entrepreneur Joe Lonsdale, is pushing a bill that would allow states to create similar pilots. 
Officials are taking steps to integrate AI into the health care system. The administration plans to offer more than $50 million in research awards to developers of conversational AI software that can deliver cardiovascular care, so that when a person calls a medical provider with symptoms of a heart attack, a chatbot might field the call. (Anthropic, Amazon Web Services, start-ups Certuma and Doctronic and several top-tier universities are providing support to the program.) 
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
Within the FDA, officials have created a regulatory fast track for digital health technology including AI chatbots and wearables; another program enables Medicaid to reimburse AI-powered wellness apps for the first time. Both programs are aimed at tackling chronic disease through digital monitoring tools. 
And in internal discussions, administration figures are working a pathway to regulate independent AI doctors, likening the change to the decades-long process that moved self-driving cars from test tracks to cities across the United States, Gleason said in an interview. 
"People are seeing the difference the AI is bringing," she said. "And it's like the genie is out of the bottle." 

Amy Gleason is now tasked by the Trump administration with bringing AI into the health care system as an adviser to Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


Many appointees are hailing the era of AI in medicine, touting it as the answer to the doctor shortage crisis, the chronic disease epidemic, and other ills of the medical system.  Mehmet Oz, the administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, said at an industry conference in March that agency officials are in talks to bring AI agents to "every beneficiary" by the end of this year, citing a shortage of rural doctors. 
The changing attitude in Washington, coupled with rapid technological advances, is powering a shift in the zeitgeist. Tech companies, including Google's DeepMind, OpenAI,  Certuma and Doctronic are pouring tens of millions of dollars into AI systems that can read medical records and tell people how to act on the information. 
Entrepreneurs are newly emboldened to argue that AI can perform medicine independently, even though it's currently not legal, said  Robert Wachter, chair of the Department of Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco. 
"They are saying the quiet part out loud," said  Wachter, who recently published a book, "A Giant Leap," about AI in medicine. "You're combining a general anti-regulatory, pro-business administration with very close ties to an enormous amount of wealth to a segment of society that wants us to go fast."
But this idea is on a collision course with the medical profession itself. Many doctors argue that the incursion of AI chatbots into medical care will introduce a range of new problems to an already-overburdened system, from misdiagnoses to eroding  the medical judgment of clinicians. 
Some experts see a slippery slope between advice and diagnosis: One-third of Americans now turn to chatbots for medical guidance, according to the health research group KFF. Some doctors say chatbots are already dispensing  casual information in violation of medical licensing laws. 
A political backlash is growing, too. Pennsylvania  Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) announced this month that his state is suing the startup character.ai, alleging its chatbot illegally presents itself as a licensed medical professional. And after Utah launched the prescription pilot, the state's Medical Licensing Board called for an immediate suspension, saying in a letter to regulators that while it might seem like the program outsources an innocuous task, "there is a reason prescription refills require physician authorization."
 Wachter said studies like the Utah pilot will provide valuable data to demonstrate whether medical tasks can be offloaded to AI safely. But  the bold claims of entrepreneurs can overstate the tech's current capabilities, he said, and gloss over kinks that could cause harm.
"At some point there will be cases where we have given the AI a level of trust that it doesn't yet deserve, and people will get hurt and probably people will be killed,"  Watchter said. You can "just feel the backlash growing."
When entrepreneurs Martin Varsavsky and Armando Cuesta sat down to write a book tentatively called, "The Last Doctor," they were already building a chatbot that could one day put many doctors out of a job. 
Varsavsky, a serial entrepreneur best known for creating a large chain of fertility clinics, started his AI doctor chatbot Certuma out of frustration while waiting weeks for an appointment with a dermatologist.
"Why should I have to wait three weeks?" he said, noting that half of U.S. counties lack a single practicing cardiologist and an ob-gyn, according to professional bodies and academic research. 
Varsavsky says he wants Certuma to be the first FDA-approved independent AI physician: a chatbot that can check symptoms, issue a diagnosis and prescribe medications.
Varsavsky and Cuesta, a physician and Certuma's chief medical officer, are actively debating their book's working title: Cuesta likes the provocation while Varsavsky thinks it goes too far. But both men believe that in a few years many medical services, especially primary care, will be conducted entirely by stand-alone AI.
In other countries, tests are moving faster. Certuma worked with the medical regulator in Varsavsky's native Argentina to offer prescriptions and medical advice on Certuma's medical chatbot website, fast.doctor, which has been championed by right-wing Argentine president Javier Milei. 
Doctronic, which is partnering with Utah to run its pilot, raised $65 million over the past year. Co-founder Matt Pavelle now sees an opening from the federal government. "There's a willingness to try new things in this administration that I have not seen in any other administration," he told me. 
Cicero plans to press for its model bill in state legislative sessions later this year. Lonsdale, the tech entrepreneur and investor behind Cicero, is a main funder of Certuma. 
While an emerging body of research on medical chatbots is mixed, it points to serious risks. In a February Nature Medicine study, researchers at the Oxford Internet Institute asked 1,200 volunteers to read detailed medical scenarios and then to pose as patients in conversations  with chatbots from OpenAI's GPT and Meta's Llama. 
The chatbots determined medical conditions accurately just 34 percent  of the time and were essentially no better than Google in guiding users to the right medical decisions. 
While AI systems have already passed medical licensing exams and have outperformed doctors in diagnosing certain complex ailments, the systems falter in the real world. People don't explain their symptoms to a chatbot the same way they would to a medical professional, and medical professionals also listen differently than software does. 
"People pleasing impulses that plague chatbots can be even more dangerous in medical settings," said  Monica Agrawal, an assistant professor of biomedical engineering at Duke University, who has conducted a large-scale study of chatbot responses to health-related questions on Reddit. 
For example, a separate Doctronic chatbot than the one in use in Utah was recently goaded by researchers into saying it would prescribe fentanyl. (The drug was never prescribed because the system blocks requests for opioids,  Pavelle said).
Doctors are trained to pick up on subtle cues and to elicit better information from patients. "As they currently stand, I do not think [AI chatbots] are safe or close to a proper substitute for in-person care,"  Agrawal said.
But for die-hard technologists, the promise of AI doctors goes beyond the technology's current capabilities. They point to what it could become over time. Cicero's health policy director, Adam Meier, a former director of Montana's health department, said that today, robotaxis are a reality on the streets of San Francisco, Los Angeles and Phoenix, but "that didn't happen overnight." 
It became possible, he said, after years of tests, moving from controlled, exam-like settings to the real world, refining the technology and eventually showing that a driverless car can be as safe as a human driver.
Haider Warraich, a cardiologist with Boston Medical Center who is running the administration's heart-disease research grant program, told me the effort  would create safety data that eventually sets the stage for regulatory approval of AI doctors.
"It's like we have all these new 'medical students' ready to graduate, but we don't have a residency program, we don't have attendings used to supervising them, we don't have an accreditation body that ensures a professional standard," he wrote recently on LinkedIn. "I do believe we can get there."
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        Flesh-eating screwworm found in Texas, sparking fears for U.S. cattle
        Victoria Craw

        The parasite was found in a 3-week-old calf decades after it was largely eradicated in the U.S. Authorities said the risk to humans is low.

      

      
        Dog goes viral for his soccer skills as World Cup excitement grows
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National
Flesh-eating screwworm found in Texas, sparking fears for U.S. cattle
The parasite was found in a 3-week-old calf decades after it was largely eradicated in the U.S. Authorities said the risk to humans is low.

An adult New World screwworm fly. (Denise Bonilla/U.S. Department of Agriculture)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-04
A case of New World screwworm has been found in Texas six decades after the flesh-eating pest was largely eradicated in the United States, sparking an aggressive response amid fears about its potential impact on the livestock industry. 
The U.S. Agriculture Department confirmed the parasite was detected in the umbilical area of a 3-week-old calf in Zavala County. There have been no further cases detected, and efforts are underway to contain and eradicate it, the agency said in a statement Wednesday. 
New World screwworm is a parasitic fly that affects livestock, pets and wildlife, as well as people in rare cases. It lays eggs in open wounds or orifices, with the hatched maggots burrowing into and feeding on flesh.
It's typically found in South America and parts of the Caribbean but has moved north through Central America and Mexico since 2023, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The U.S. eradicated New World screwworm in 1966, according to USDA, though there was an outbreak in Florida in 2016-2017 that mostly affected deer. Last year a rare human case was confirmed in a Maryland resident who had traveled to El Salvador.
For more than a year, USDA has been leading an effort to prevent the pest from entering the U.S. from Mexico. About 1.2 million young Mexican cattle had crossed into the U.S. each year, until a cow in southern Mexico tested positive in November 2024, prompting a blockade that upended the cattle trade between the two countries. 

Cattle ranchers attend a presentation on the threat of the New World screwworm in La Grange, Texas, on May 1. (Joel Angel Juarez/Reuters)


Officials have also ramped up production of sterile flies, which by mating with the existing population can prevent the production of larvae. Females mate only once in their lifetime.
In February, USDA announced the completion of a new sterile fly dispersal facility in Texas. At the time, Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins said the Trump administration would bring the government's "full force" to fighting the pest's spread.
Modeling had predicted that New World screwworm would enter the U.S. last year, according to Dudley Hoskins, USDA undersecretary for marketing and regulatory programs, but preparations meant officials were able to "buy time for this moment."
"USDA invested heavily in the tools needed to eliminate NWS ever since cases started increasing in Central America and Mexico. The United States has defeated this pest before, and we will do it again," he said in the USDA statement, which noted that there is no risk to the food supply and emphasized that supplies of meat, poultry and eggs are safe.
But Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller criticized the USDA response as being too slow and bureaucratic to prevent the pest spreading onto American soil. "For months, the screwworm has advanced rapidly through Mexico in spite of the USDA's existing gameplan," Miller said in a statement Wednesday. He called for President Donald Trump to take control of the response "and throw every available federal resource at this threat before it becomes a full-blown agricultural disaster."
Officials are working to establish a control zone around the detected case and increase surveillance in the area. Residents are being urged to check their pets and livestock for signs of larvae and contact officials if they suspect an infection. 
Although human cases are rare, anyone with suspicious lesions or other reason to suspect an infection should seek medical attention, USDA said. 
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The Optimist
Dog goes viral for his soccer skills as World Cup excitement grows
Millions of fans have watched videos of Ronaldo the dog, named after soccer great Cristiano Ronaldo, playing goalkeeper. 

Ronaldo, a Chihuahua-dachshund mix who lives in Pennsylvania. (Sam Katzman)


By Kyle Melnick | 2026-06-04
A backyard filled with the smell of grilled sardines and Portuguese pork sausage was the first place Ronaldo displayed his talent for soccer.
During games of keep-away, he positioned himself in the center and jumped to catch balls midair. Ronaldo, a Chihuahua and dachshund mix named after the Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo, was living up to his name.
After noticing their dog's rare skills and interest in soccer, Ronaldo's owners tried to teach him to score goals like the international superstar. But Ronaldo was more interested in grabbing balls with his mouth, so he became a goalkeeper.

As soccer fans across the globe gear up for the World Cup, this Chihuahua and Dachshund mix is making a backyard his arena.


Ronaldo's owners and their family members began posting videos on social media of the dog guarding a small goal in 2022. Millions of people have since watched Ronaldo, 6, sprint, leap and slide to block shots with impressive dedication.
As excitement builds for this summer's World Cup, which will primarily be played in the United States, dogs are getting involved in the festivities. There's a soccer tournament for rescue dogs and a photo contest for dogs in soccer attire. Meanwhile, Ronaldo -- the dog -- is emerging as a fan favorite on social media.
"He's totally addicted to soccer balls," said Candida Craveiro, Ronaldo's owner, who lives in the Lehigh Valley area of Pennsylvania. "He has a natural talent to play ball."

Ronaldo blocks a shot. (Sam Katzman)


Craveiro had no idea her dog had a gift for goalkeeping when she adopted him from a litter of puppies in South Florida in early 2020. She and her husband, Antonio, who are both Portuguese, named the dog with a black and brown coat Ronaldo because of their admiration for the soccer player.
Their family enjoyed kicking a soccer ball in their backyard during barbecues, and Ronaldo soon joined the games, chasing the ball until he stopped it.
Sam Katzman, Craveiro's son-in-law, later tried to teach Ronaldo to dribble a ball and score on the net with his snout. Instead, Ronaldo snatched balls with his mouth as Katzman lobbed them.
"He pretty much just decided that he was a goalkeeper," Katzman said.

Ronaldo's family tried to teach him other positions, but he prefers being goalkeeper. (Sam Katzman)


Katzman said he considered feeding Ronaldo treats to motivate him to play soccer, but the dog didn't need extra incentive. In fact, he would indicate that he wanted to play by carrying Katzman's shoes outside with his mouth.
He's far from the first dog to love playing. Research has found that dogs are attached to their toys in part because of the dopamine that's released in their brains during play.
Most of the balls that Ronaldo blocks are regulation-size but aren't fully inflated so the dog doesn't hurt himself, Katzman said. Some have handles that Ronaldo, who weighs about 30 pounds, grabs as they come at him. 
The more Ronaldo has played with Katzman, the better he has become.

Ronaldo, 6, began playing soccer soon after he was adopted. (Courtesy of Sam Katzman)


"This is incredible," Katzman, who works in sports management and marketing, recalled thinking. "The world needs to see this."
He began posting videos of Ronaldo on TikTok in June 2022. The dog went viral for the first time the next month, when Katzman replied to a video on X of Canadian forward Jonathan David hitting a drone in the sky with a soccer ball.
"Impressive!" Katzman wrote. "But can you score on my dog?" He included a video of Ronaldo blocking two shots.
"Very impressive," David replied. "I would put 5 past him in the first half though. He is still a dog."
Some videos of Ronaldo's saves have since been viewed millions of times. Katzman, who had not played much soccer before meeting Ronaldo, typically takes shots while his wife, Stephanie Craveiro Katzman, films on her phone.
Ronaldo's popularity continues to grow and even got a boost when he showed off his technique on a regular soccer goal during halftime of a Lehigh University women's soccer game in October.

Ronaldo performed during halftime of a Lehigh University women's soccer game in October. (Courtesy of Sam Katzman)


When Katzman plays with Ronaldo on a regular day, he carries dozens of balls in a mesh bag, including a gold one that is based on the Ballon d'Or, a player-of-the-year award that Cristiano Ronaldo has won five times. The dog sometimes practices while wearing a tiny red Portugal jersey, but he also has other hobbies, like chewing squeaky toys, playing with his owners' cats and lounging on the couch while Portuguese soccer is on TV.
Ronaldo is so invested in blocking shots that Katzman, 33, said he often has to call a time out and encourage the dog to drink from a portable water fountain. Katzman wants to keep Ronaldo healthy and energized for years to come.
"I don't even know if he's reached his peak yet," Katzman said.
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Mystery people keep emerging from NYC manholes. Here's what we know. 
The string of sewer episodes has baffled New Yorkers and spurred speculation online about what the subterranean explorers are doing underground.

Surveillance footage shows three people removing a manhole and climbing down a sewer in New York City on May 5. (AP)


By Brady Dennis | 2026-06-03
Aki Jakupovic was pulling an all-nighter in his auto detailing shop in Queens when he spotted the three men in waders walking toward a nearby manhole cover around 2 a.m.
"We glanced at each other. Then they acted like I wasn't even there," recalled Jakupovic, owner of Aki Auto Care in the Astoria neighborhood. 
Surveillance video from his shop shows one of the men prying open the heavy steel manhole cover, as a car that seems to be accompanying them sits nearby with its headlights pointed their direction. The trio soon slipped out of sight, into the bowels of the city. 
"These guys looked like the Ninja Turtles," said Jakupovic, who closed his garage doors out of caution while an employee alerted police. "Very strange, man. Very strange."

What is going on in the sewers of New York City? It's a question locals and officials are trying to answer.


That May 5 encounter marked the first in at least three recent incidents in which groups of people have been captured on camera climbing into -- and out of -- parts of the city's sprawling sewer system. 
Late last Thursday, according to New York City police, a group of people slid into a manhole near McDonald Avenue and Colin Place in the Gravesend section of Brooklyn. Several hours later, a video captured a group of seven men climbing out of a manhole and lingering unhurriedly on a nearby sidewalk. 
Around 1 a.m. that same Friday, police said, "multiple unidentified individuals" were seen entering a manhole near Heyward Street and Bedford Avenue in the Williamsburg area of Brooklyn. Later, security video showed a group of more than a half-dozen men emerging from underground. Several appeared to be wearing headlamps and carrying small shovels, and police said they soon fled "in an unknown vehicle to parts unknown."
So far, according to the New York Police Department, no arrests have been made and no injuries reported. "There is no threat to public safety at this time," the department said in a statement, adding that an investigation is ongoing. 
But the string of subterranean episodes has baffled New Yorkers, become the stuff of group text threads and spurred speculation online. Are the sewer explorers searching for jewelry and other valuable lost down drains? Are they digging underground to try to tunnel into a bank or other businesses?
Whatever the motivation, city officials have been adamant that it's a bad idea for ordinary residents to venture into New York's elaborate network of sewers, which consists of more than 7,400 miles of pipes, 152,000 catch basins and 95 wastewater pumping stations. 
"Entering the sewer system is both illegal and extremely dangerous," Rob Wolejsza, spokesman for the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, said in an email. 
Wolejsza said the agency has inspected the sewers at the two Brooklyn locations where people most recently entered manholes and determined that "our infrastructure is safe."
The hazards that lie below are numerous, he added. Potentially deadly gases. Unstable surfaces. Flooding risks. Confined spaces. "For these reasons," Wolejsza said, stating what millions of New Yorkers already inherently know, "members of the public should never enter a pipe, drain, catch basin, manhole, or outfall."
Last month, a 56-year-old woman died in Manhattan after she exited her parked vehicle and fell into an open manhole near the corner of Fifth Avenue and East 52nd Street.
The recent, mysterious forays captured on video are hardly the first time that people have set out to explore the depths of the city's sewer system, despite the obvious risks. 
In 2015, police arrested three would-be treasure hunters on trespassing charges after the trio was caught resurfacing from a manhole in East Flatbush. The group apparently had gone in search of valuables they believed lay below. 
"God knows what they were looking for," William J. Bratton, then-police commissioner, told reporters at the time. "I know damn sure I wouldn't be crawling through the sewers of New York."
Last April, police also arrested three men in the Bensonhurst neighborhood in Brooklyn for climbing down into the sewer system after witnesses reported seeing the trio descending into a manhole near 17th Avenue and 82nd Street. 
As for Jakupovic, he has witnessed a bit of everything in the five years he has owned his auto shop along a busy street in Astoria. But the bizarre late-night encounter with the sewer explorers still has him bewildered. 
"Something I've never seen before," he said. "I'm there every day. ... But that's not something you expect."
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Israel and Lebanon renew ceasefire deal without Hezbollah, a main combatant
Israel and the powerful Iranian-backed militant group have continued to trade attacks since an initial ceasefire deal in April. Hezbollah has not commented on the latest agreement.

The Israeli ambassador to the U.S., Yechiel Leiter, and his Lebanese counterpart Nada Hamadeh attend a meeting at the State Department on Wednesday. (Nathan Howard/Reuters)


By Gerry Shih, Suzan Haidamous | 2026-06-04
JERUSALEM -- Israel and Lebanon agreed Wednesday to implement a ceasefire deal that's missing one crucial party to the fighting raging in Lebanon: Hezbollah.
The powerful Iranian-backed militant group, which is not part of the Lebanese government and was not present at the talks held at the State Department in Washington, did not immediately respond to the deal's announcement.
Israel and Hezbollah have continued to trade attacks since an initial ceasefire deal -- which also did not include Hezbollah -- was announced in April, and Lebanese health officials have said hundreds of people have been killed in that time.
Unlike the April ceasefire, the new agreement, backed by the United States, includes concrete steps calling for Hezbollah to cease firing on Israel and leave southern Lebanon while the Lebanese military comes in to take full control of newly established "pilot zones" free of any non-state armed groups, like Hezbollah. 
Historically, the Lebanese army, which sometimes works alongside Hezbollah, has avoided taking measures that would displace the powerful militant group or antagonize it. If not smoothly executed, the new plan could  put the two Lebanese factions in direct confrontation and even risk civil war, analysts say.
It's uncertain whether Hezbollah -- or Iran -- will be satisfied by the emerging deal, which does not appear to require meaningful concessions from Israel. In a statement, Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said the deal gives Israel the freedom to continue firing and conducting operations on the ground in an area south of the Israeli-demarcated "Yellow Line," and to strike Beirut, during the initial phase when Hezbollah is expected to withdraw north of the Litani River. 
The Lebanese population south of the Yellow Line, which runs about six miles from the border with Israel, will also not be allowed to return home after being displaced by Israeli evacuation orders, Katz clarified.
The broad latitude given to Israel in the agreement "is an expression of the reality we have created in Lebanon so far," Katz said. "This is a reality that may lead, depending on developments on the ground and our continued uncompromising insistence on the interests of the State of Israel, to a political peace treaty with the state of Lebanon."
Speaking to reporters Thursday, Lebanese President Joseph Aoun said the U.S. would be informed "once responses are received from the relevant internal parties, particularly Hezbollah," and that the U.S. would determine the date and mechanism for implementing the ceasefire, which could begin 24 hours after that.
On Thursday morning, hours after the deal's announcement, Israel conducted three strikes near the southern town of Nabatieh. In another indication that Israel did not intend to stop hostilities, the Israel Defense Forces issued a public warning urging Lebanese civilians to not travel south of the Zahrani River, citing ongoing operations targeting Hezbollah.

Smoke billows from southern Lebanon on Thursday after Israeli strikes, as seen from Nabatieh, Lebanon. (Reuters)


The last time Israel invaded Lebanon, in the fall of 2024, ceasefire negotiations between Israel and Hezbollah became ensnared over the question of whether Israel would maintain freedom of action to strike Hezbollah. After the deal was struck in late 2024, Israel continued low-intensity strikes against Hezbollah for months, citing Hezbollah's alleged ceasefire violations, and its ground forces never fully withdrew from Lebanon. War erupted again this spring when U.S. and Israeli forces attacked Iran.
Aoun in a statement hailed the new deal as different from the 2024 ceasefire and "sustainable." 
In recent weeks, the fighting in Lebanon between Israel and Hezbollah has threatened to derail President Donald Trump's efforts to secure a comprehensive peace deal with Iran. Tehran has demanded that Israel stop its air and ground campaign in Lebanon, and this week Trump said in a podcast that he made an expletive-laced call to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu because he felt "perturbed" by Netanyahu "constantly fighting" Hezbollah.
Trump confirmed to the Pod Force One podcast on Wednesday that he had called Netanyahu "crazy" and waved him off an invasion of Beirut, but said the two of them maintained a healthy working relationship.
While Trump has been negotiating with Iran, Israel has occupied land equal to a fifth of Lebanon's territory, displaced much of the civilian population there and threatened to invade Beirut to clear out Hezbollah strongholds. In some instances, the timing of Israeli attacks -- such as its massive bombardment of Beirut that killed 357 people on April 8, one day after the U.S. and Iran announced their own ceasefire -- appeared to be aimed at undermining Trump's talks with Iran.
For its part, Iran did not immediately comment on the Israel-Lebanon deal. But its foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, reiterated on Wednesday the Iranian position that the two battlefronts -- the U.S.-Iran war and the conflict in Lebanon  -- must be linked.
"If Israel attacks Beirut, the result will be the return to war," Araghchi said in an interview with the Lebanese channel Al Mayadeen. "Either the war stops in both Iran and Lebanon, or it doesn't stop neither in Iran nor in Lebanon."
Qassem Kassir, an analyst close to Hezbollah, criticized the deal for giving Israel too much latitude to continue its attacks and said it risked pitting the Lebanese army against Hezbollah.
"Will Israel commit to a full ceasefire? Will the people of the southern villages be allowed to return ... and rebuild their villages? How will the Lebanese army deal with the situation? How will the army deploy in the south?" he asked. 
"There are many questions in this agreement, and there are many problems in it," Kassir added. "The most important thing is that this agreement does not turn into an internal Lebanese conflict."
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Hungary lifts block on Ukraine's E.U. bid, but long timeline could put Kyiv at risk
Hungary agreed to drop its opposition to opening the formal access talks but is still opposed to the fast-track membership process that Ukraine says it needs as protection from Russia. 

Hungary's Prime Minister Peter Magyar, flanked by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, addresses the media at E.U. headquarters in Brussels on May 29. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


By Serhii Korolchuk, David   Stern, Beatriz Rios | 2026-06-04
KYIV -- Hungary has lifted its longtime opposition to Ukraine opening formal talks to join the European Union [?] offering a glimmer of hope to a country traumatized by war that sees membership as crucial to escaping the claws of Russia and securing a free, democratic future. 
But even as Hungary lowered the roadblock imposed by  then-Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who was voted out in April, his successor, Peter Magyar, said the country would continue to oppose a fast-track accession process sought by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. 
Joining the E.U. can take decades as aspiring member countries work to overhaul to every aspect of their government and public administration to comply with European standards. 
Ukraine also wants to join NATO, but with that path seemingly blocked by the United States [?] in part to assuage Russia, which is fiercely opposed to Ukraine entering the Western military alliance [?] Zelensky has said Ukraine must join the E.U. as soon as possible. 
Magyar, however, said there would be no shortcuts. 
"If Ukraine succeeds in closing all 33 accession chapters within the next 10 to 15 years, Hungary will support Ukraine's accession, subject to a legally binding referendum," he said in a statement. 
Hungary agreed to drop its opposition to opening the formal accession talks after Kyiv and Budapest reached agreement to expand the rights of Ukraine's ethnic Hungarian population -- an issue that has complicated relations between the two countries.
Orban, while in office, bolstered his popularity by claiming to defend the rights of ethnic Hungarians beyond his country's borders. 
The fate of Ukraine's Hungarian community, which numbers more than 100,000 and is concentrated in the southwestern Transcarpathia region, was a particular point of contention, which Orban used as justification to block numerous E.U. initiatives to aid Kyiv while it battled Russia's full-scale invasion.
Late Wednesday, Magyar announced that the countries had reached a "comprehensive agreement" to expand "the linguistic, educational, cultural, and political rights" of Ukraine's ethnic Hungarian community.
"In just three weeks, we have achieved what Viktor Orban and his government failed to achieve in ten years," Magyar wrote on X.
Cyprus, which currently holds the E.U.'s rotating presidency, said it planned to move forward with the "formal opening" of the first stage of Ukraine's formal membership talks, calling it a "significant milestone in their European integration path." 
The E.U.'s commissioner for enlargement, Marta Kos, meanwhile, called for accelerating talks with Ukraine and neighboring Moldova, saying that ethnic Hungarians living in Ukraine would be best-served by become E.U. citizens. 
"This is the best way to ensure minority rights are respected," Kos posted on social media.
Ukrainian officials sought to put the most positive spin on the developments despite Magyar's suggestion of a 10- to 15-year horizon. 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha thanked Hungary for its "constructive engagement."
On Wednesday, NATO ambassadors from the alliance's 32 member countries met in Kyiv for the first time to hold a session of the NATO-Ukraine Council, a group formed to aid Ukraine in its defense against Russia. 
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte directly addressed "young Russians and their families," telling them that they were the victims of a "raw deal."
"Men  like you who join the fight -- you [?]won't be trained," Rutte said during a news conference with Zelensky. "Equipment they'll provide you with  is substandard. There is a very high chance you'll  die or be wounded while you're out there."
"And odds are that if you are wounded, you will be  left to suffer in the mud and die," Rutte said, adding that Russian forces were experiencing "absolutely staggering" losses.
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Despite censorship, young Chinese are learning the truth about Tiananmen Square
Authorities have been largely successful at erasing the massacre of protesters who fought for democratic reforms, but the facts are emerging in often unexpected ways. 

A man stands in the way of a line of tanks heading east on Beijing's Chang'an Boulevard near Tiananmen Square on June 5, 1989. (Jeff Widener/AP)


By Huiyee Chiew | 2026-06-04
TAIPEI, Taiwan -- Chinese authorities have spent decades scrubbing details of the 1989 pro-democracy demonstrations in Tiananmen Square from the country's memory -- most recently deploying artificial intelligence to erase any trace of the massacre from the Chinese internet.
But even within the tightening confines of China's Great Firewall, some young people are learning details of the events -- including the government's bloody crackdown 37 years ago Thursday -- and often in unexpected ways.
In February, when the American figure skater Alysa Liu won Olympic gold medals in Milan, talk circulated in China about her father. Arthur Liu had participated in the Tiananmen Square protests. After the crackdown, he fled to the United States, where Alysa was born in 2005.
When she won the women's singles and team events, some users on Chinese social media called him a traitor. Others praised him as a single father who had raised a champion.
A poster on the platform RedNote asked why Arthur Liu was so controversial. Anji, a 20-year-old college student from Wuhan, China, who learned about the Tiananmen Square protests from a history teacher, advised users to look up his background.
Within hours, her comment was taken down.
"I initially didn't think it would be removed, since I didn't even mention the June Fourth incident directly," said Anji, who spoke on the condition that she be identified only by her nickname for fear of government reprisal. 

Arthur Liu, center, the father of Olympic figure skater Alysa Liu, at the 2026 Winter Olympics in Milan. (Jean Catuffe/Getty Images)


On Threads, the social media platform linked to Instagram, a Chinese user read about Arthur Liu and began researching. "All I can say is that I was stunned," they wrote. "I had no idea there were protests on such a massive scale."
Analysts say overly zealous censorship of the events of Tiananmen Square has on occasion stirred greater curiosity about what happened.
Liu Lipeng, a former censor for the Chinese social media giant Weibo who now tracks censored information as an analyst for the California-based news site China Digital Times, said Beijing "has already pushed technology-driven surveillance to its limits." 
Past this point, Liu said, "its effectiveness actually starts to decline."
Inadvertent disclosures about Tiananmen often come through entertainment content, said Margaret Roberts, a political scientist at the University of California at San Diego.
China is remarkable, Roberts said, in that it interacts with the world and has high rates of internet use but "still maintains a highly sophisticated system of information control that significantly shapes how ordinary citizens consume information."
But "when political information and entertainment are paired," she said, "this is particularly dangerous and difficult for governments that are trying to censor."
In April 1989, students with a range of grievances against China's communist government launched pro-democracy demonstrations in Beijing's central Tiananmen Square. On the night of June 3, authorities sent in the military. Soldiers opened fire; tanks rolled over people. By the next day, the protest was over.
The number of people killed is unknown. The official total, reported that month, was 241, including 218 civilians, 13 police officers and 10 soldiers. Rights activists and scholars have said the actual count could be in the thousands.
Since then, the Chinese government has sought to erase that history. It's largely absent from classrooms. If it's taught at all, it's explained as "political turmoil" provoked by anti-communist forces and Western governments.
Words and images that might relate to the protests and crackdown are filtered and removed from the Chinese internet. Similar red lines now govern the large-language models developed by Chinese AI companies such as DeepSeek, which according to China's cyberspace administration must not violate "core socialist values."
When prompted with queries about the events at Tiananmen Square, DeepSeek reportedly has replied that the topic is "beyond current scope."
Hong Kong once served as a safe zone for discussing the events publicly. But the national security law imposed in 2020 to break the city's pro-democracy movement has made such talk virtually impossible.

Police gather on June 4, 2025, near Victoria Park in Hong Kong, where people traditionally gathered on that date to mourn the victims of the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. (Peter Parks/AFP/Getty Images)


A museum dedicated to commemorating June 4 was shut down, and the annual vigil once held in Victoria Park around the anniversary has been replaced by a "Patriotic Hometown Market."
Rowena He, a historian and research fellow at the Hoover Institution, said that when she has taught about the Tiananmen Square massacre in the U.S. and Hong Kong, Chinese students have accused her of colluding with Western governments. 
"When students are taught that human lives can be sacrificed for economic growth and China's rise," she said, "public opinion, especially among Chinese youths, becomes distorted by values fundamentally at odds with the democratic world."
Given the censors' success at burying the history, those people who uncover it themselves are often horrified.
A teenage student in Zhejiang province was watching Li Jiaqi live-stream on June 3, 2022, when the influencer showed off an ice-cream cake in the shape of a tank. The show was abruptly cut off.
The student, now 18, was bewildered. She worked her way around the firewall to figure out what had happened.
"When I tore open the truth, what I saw was not only the blood and tears of history, but also the collapse of the worldview I had held for more than a decade," she told The Washington Post. She spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution.
She now wants to leave China. 
Molly learned about Tiananmen Square in high school. A history teacher shut the doors of their classroom before sharing details. Many of the students were hearing about it for the first time.
Molly, now 25, is glad to see other young people learning about the events through Alysa Liu.
"I'm not sure what reaction this kind of accidental exposure to history will produce," she said. "Will they stick to their existing views or have their perspectives changed? But either way, I think this is a very unexpected and clever entry point."
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U.S. and intelligence allies issue rare joint warning about China
Nations in the Five Eyes intelligence partnership warned that fake profiles and job offers are targeting military officers, spies, and others with access to classified or sensitive information. 

Surveillance cameras are shown in Beijing. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


By Greg Miller | 2026-06-03
LONDON -- The United States and other nations in the Five Eyes intelligence partnership on Wednesday took the unusual step of issuing a joint warning that China is using LinkedIn and other job platforms to pry secret information from security professionals worldwide. 
The alert reflects rising concern that China is using artificial intelligence and other emerging tools to flood career networking platforms with fake profiles and job offers targeting military officers, spies and others with access to classified or sensitive information, security officials said.
The rare "safeguarding" alert warned that "China's military intelligence services are using an increasingly wide array of professional networking sites and online job platforms to target Five Eyes government and military personnel." 
Officials said it marked the first time that members of the Five Eyes intelligence-sharing group -- the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand -- combined to issue a public warning about the expanding threat over networking platforms.
The group has only previously done rare joint statements on Chinese cyber threats and intellectual property theft.
Chinese operatives "pose as employees of private consultancies, think tanks or human resources firms and place online job advertisements" aimed at attracting those with access to state secrets, the alert stated. 
The alert was drafted by the FBI, Britain's MI5 domestic intelligence agency and their counterparts in other member countries. Several have issued similar but separate warnings in recent years.
Those who respond to China's pitches come under mounting "pressure to provide 'nonpublic' information for unspecified clients," often with financial incentives for sharing information then relayed to Chinese security services, according to the Five Eyes statement.
In October, MI5 cautioned members of the U.K. parliament that they were being targeted by spies from China, Russia and Iran through approaches on social media platforms, email "phishing" schemes and hacking attempts aimed at obtaining material that could be used to blackmail legislators.
The allegations of espionage have become a constant source of friction with Beijing even as the U.S., Britain and others seek ways to navigate their relationships with the rising global power.
President Donald Trump visited China last month accompanied by executives from U.S. technology companies and other industries that have frequently been targets of Chinese espionage, according to security officials.
Since the visit, Trump administration officials, including Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, have touted improving relations with Beijing. 
British authorities recently approved China's plans for a new "mega-embassy" in London even as U.K. police and prosecutors pursue investigations of high-profile spying cases.
Last month, a U.K. border force officer and Hong Kong trade official became the first suspects convicted of spying for China under a sweeping new British national security law. 
The two men were charged with monitoring Hong Kong dissidents and democracy activists in the U.K. for years as part of a surveillance operation that also involved a former British Royal Marine who committed suicide in a London park after his arrest.
Last year, British prosecutors said legal complications forced them to abandon their case against two British nationals accused of spying on parliament.
The collapse of the case rippled through Britain's security establishment. MI5 chief Ken McCallum, whose agency has warned about China's used of LinkedIn and other platforms since at least 2021, publicly expressed frustration with the outcome.
The Five Eyes statement warned that Chinese agents make online payments to often unwitting security officials willing to produce "reports" that they are led to believe are for think tanks or other innocuous entities. 
Some of those caught have faced "criminal prosecutions, job losses and security-clearance revocation," according to the statement.
Cate Cadell and Perry Stein in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Iranian attack leaves 1 dead, dozens injured in Kuwait
With peace talks stalled, the U.S. and Iran traded strikes in one of the most intense bouts since the increasingly tenuous ceasefire between the two countries began in April. 

(Yasser Al-Zayyat/AFP/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-03

Iranian women pass a mural protesting the U.S. and Israeli attacks, in Tehran on Wednesday. (Atta Kenare/AFP/Getty Images)


The United States and Iran traded strikes overnight in one of the most intense bouts of conflict since the increasingly tenuous ceasefire between the two countries began in April.
U.S. forces targeted Qeshm Island, and Iran fired missiles and drones at Bahrain and Kuwait, killing one person and causing significant damage to Kuwait International Airport, which suspended flights after the attack.
The U.S. carried out "self-defense strikes" on an Iranian military ground control station on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz, U.S. Central Command said Tuesday, describing them as a response to Iran launching ballistic missiles against Kuwait and Bahrain. 
Centcom said the Iranian strikes failed to hit their intended targets, with two missiles fired at Kuwait falling short or breaking apart en route, while three launched at Bahrain were intercepted by air defenses. A wave of Iranian drones attempted to target U.S. forces in Kuwait, Centcom said, but no U.S. personnel were harmed.
Iranian drones did strike Kuwait International Airport early Wednesday, Kuwait's Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement, in a barrage that killed one person and damaged other "vital facilities, including diplomatic missions." 
India's Ministry of External Affairs condemned the attack in a statement, saying that the person killed at the airport was an Indian national and that several other Indian nationals were hurt.
Kuwait's Health Ministry said 63 people had been injured.
Kuwait's official news agency reported Wednesday that the Civil Aviation Agency suspended and rerouted flights from Terminal 1 after the attack, which came just two days after international flights had resumed there. The airport had suspended traffic Feb. 28 to repair damage from Iranian attacks and had been working on a phased reopening. Some traffic resumed later Wednesday from Terminal 4.
Video and images on social media show fires burning inside the airport with parts of the roof structure collapsed as smoke and debris fill the area.

A fire burns after an attack at the airport in Kuwait City, in this image obtained from a social media video. (Reuters)


Bahrain's Defense Force said Wednesday that its air defense systems intercepted three missiles and several drones after Iran targeted civilian infrastructure but did not report any deaths or injuries. Two neighboring Persian Gulf states, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, denounced the attacks.
Iran's Foreign Ministry condemned the U.S. strikes in a statement Wednesday, saying authorities in Kuwait and Bahrain bore "direct and clear responsibility" for the attacks against them, having allowed the U.S. to use their territory in the war against Iran. "The Islamic Republic of Iran will utilize all available capacities to defend its territorial integrity and national sovereignty, including by targeting the origin and sources of aggressive attacks," it said.
Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said it targeted the headquarters of the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bahrain and an American air base in an unnamed location after an Iranian oil tanker was struck near the Strait of Hormuz in a statement reported by Iran's semiofficial media outlet, Fars. 
"In response to this assault, their air and helicopter base stationed in one of the countries of the region, as well as the headquarters of the U.S. Fifth Fleet, were subjected to missile and drone attacks by the IRGC Aerospace Force," the IRGC statement said.
Earlier Tuesday, Centcom said it had fired a missile striking the engine room of a Botswana-flagged Tanker, Lexie, headed toward Kharg Island after it ignored warnings to comply with a U.S. blockade. "A U.S. aircraft ultimately disabled the vessel by firing a Hellfire missile into the ship's engine room, preventing the tanker from reaching Iran," Centcom said.
U.S. forces also shot down Iranian attack drones launched toward civilian mariners, Centcom said, adding that no U.S. personnel were harmed. 
Talks between the U.S. and Iran to end the war remain deadlocked, and tit-for-tat clashes and aggressive military action in Lebanon threaten to collapse negotiations.
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi told the Lebanese news channel Al Mayadeen on Wednesday that talks were continuing but had failed to make progress. Tehran said Monday the talks were suspended following Israeli escalations in Lebanon, according to state media and an Iranian official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to reporters.
A Pakistani official said that negotiations had hit "snags" and that "the process has slowed down" in recent days but that talks not collapsed. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to reporters. Pakistan is the main country mediating talks between Iran and the United States. 
President Donald Trump said in a podcast released Wednesday the situation with Iran was "rapidly evolving" and predicted it would be a "big success" for the U.S., adding that he would like to meet Iran's Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, the son of the former supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who was killed as the U.S. and Israel attacked Iran on Feb. 28. "We probably will meet at some point depending on how it all works out," he told Miranda Devine's "Pod Force One" in an interview recorded a day earlier. 
The Trump administration has demanded in peace talks that Tehran reopen the Strait of Hormuz and commit to future negotiations on curbing its nuclear program before Washington will ease financial sanctions or end its blockade of Iranian ports, requirements that Secretary of State Marco Rubio outlined Tuesday while testifying to Congress. 
Iran has called for the unfreezing of billions in assets and the lifting of the U.S. blockade in the first phase of a deal, after which it would support mine-clearing operations in the Strait of Hormuz. Its right to enrich uranium remains a key sticking point: The U.S. insists that Iran must not have a nuclear weapon, and Iran demands to be allowed to continue enrichment for peaceful purposes.
Susannah George, Shaiq Hussain and Siham Shamalakh contributed to this report.
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Ukraine hits oil refinery as Russia opens St. Petersburg economic forum
Plumes of thick black smoke rose over St. Petersburg, President Vladimir Putin's hometown, as the Kremlin welcomed international guests for an event often described as Russia's Davos. 

Black smoke is seen over the port of St. Petersburg on June 3 after a Ukrainian drone attack. (AP)


By Mary Ilyushina | 2026-06-03
Hours before Russian President Vladimir Putin's flagship economic forum opened Wednesday in his hometown of St. Petersburg, Ukrainian drones hit the region, offering a fiery reminder of the war as the Kremlin welcomed international guests including Rodney Mims Cook Jr., who is overseeing President Donald Trump's planned White House ballroom.
Thick plumes of black smoke rose over the St. Petersburg, widely regarded as Russia's second-most-important city after Moscow, on Wednesday morning, wafting over the city's golden-dome churches and busy port. 
Putin is scheduled to attend the three-day conference -- the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF) -- and give a keynote address Friday. Often referred to as Russia's version of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, SPIEF is designed to draw foreign investment and project Russia at its most prosperous. 
As the smoke rose over the city's outskirts, Pulkovo Airport temporarily restricted its airspace, delaying or diverting about 30 flights. 

Black smoke will hang over the opening of an economic forum in St. Petersburg on Wednesday. (AP)


St. Petersburg's governor, Alexander Beglov, said unspecified "infrastructure objects" had been hit across three districts, while Alexander Drozdenko, governor of the wider Leningrad region, said air defenses had shot down 59 drones overnight.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said drones hit the St. Petersburg Oil Terminal -- the latest in a series of drone strikes deep inside Russian territory, which seem to be shifting the balance in the war against Moscow. 
"Ukraine's plan for long-range sanctions is being implemented exactly as needed to bring peace closer," Zelensky wrote, posting footage of an oil depot in flames. 
Other targets included military facilities at the Kronstadt naval base near St. Petersburg and a weapons production site in the Tambov region, he said.
A day earlier, Russia launched its latest missile and drone attacks on Ukraine, hitting Kyiv and the central city of Dnipro and killing at least 23 people, according to Ukrainian authorities.
With the war now in its fifth year and no end in sight, both sides have been locked in a broadening aerial campaign. Meanwhile, the Trump administration remains preoccupied with Iran and has put the negotiations over Ukraine on the back burner. 
With Russian officials threatening to step up their bombing campaign, Kyiv has been hit by some of the deadliest Russian strikes in months. Russia, in turn, is reeling from Ukrainian attacks on oil refineries that have triggered fuel shortages.
The attendance of Cook, the chairman of the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, has been portrayed by Russian officials as representing the first official U.S. delegation to SPIEF after years of boycotts. 
Cook has said his participation was approved by the State Department; however, he did not appear to be part of an official delegation appointed by President Donald Trump. 
Still, Cook's appearance suggested warming relations with Washington. "I would say Americans have been absent at this level since around 2017-2018," Russian presidential aide Yury Ushakov told journalists Tuesday. 
Ushakov said Cook will speak at the forum's Russia-U.S. cultural dialogue session, alongside  Valery Gergiev, the director of the Bolshoi and the Mariinsky theaters, and Mikhail Piotrovsky, the general director of the Hermitage Museum, and other speakers.
Gergiev and Piotrovsky have been placed under international sanctions.
Gergiev, a close ally of Putin, lost his post at the Munich Philharmonic and the Metropolitan Opera and Carnegie Hall in New York cut ties before Canada sanctioned him in June 2025 over his refusal to condemn Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
Piotrovsky, who has been linked to Putin since the 1990s, described the Hermitage's exhibition policy after the invasion as a "special cultural operation" -- borrowing from the Kremlin's euphemism for the war, which it calls a special military operation. 
Piotrovsky backed legislation to absorb Ukrainian cultural objects into Russian state museums, prompting the E.U. sanctions in April 2026.
The SPIEF program also features Candace Owens, the right-wing American podcaster who has promoted conspiracy theories about Brigitte Macron, the first lady of France, and Charlie Kirk, the American conservative political activist who was fatally shot in 2025. 
Owens was scheduled to speak at a session on "balancing parenthood in a large family with a successful career."
Also spotted in Russia ahead of the forum were brothers Andrew and Tristan Tate, the online influencers known for their misogynistic views. 
Andrew Tate posted a video of the brothers' arrival at a Moscow airport, where they were greeted with folk songs by a troupe of costumed women. It was unclear if the Tates planned to attend the forum in St. Petersburg.
The Tate brothers, who have dual U.S. and British citizenship, were arrested in 2022 on suspicion of trafficking women to Romania. They have denied the charges. The two are also wanted in Britain.
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She'd never met a pilot who looked like her. At 50, she became one anyway.
Carole Hopson was a journalist and corporate executive before she ever flew a commercial plane. Now, the United Airlines captain wants to get more women in the cockpit.

(Jacob M. Langston/For The Washington Post)


By Natalie Compton | 2026-06-04

United Airlines captain Carole Hopson prepares for a flight last month at Tampa International Airport. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


TAMPA -- Carole Hopson's alarm went off at 5 a.m. 
She rose from her airport hotel bed, showered and made some coffee in the room. Then it was time to go over her flight plan. There would be some turbulence on the 9 a.m. short haul to Newark -- nothing severe, but she'd have to tell the flight crew to stay seated a little longer after takeoff and before landing.
Hopson put on her uniform: a crisp white dress shirt and navy Brooks Brothers suit made custom for United Airlines. The wrists were stitched with four gold stripes that identified her as captain. The golden braid embroidered on the brim of her pilot's cap denotes the same.
She grabbed her luggage and went downstairs to catch a ride to Tampa International. It was time to go home. 
Today was the last leg of a three-day pairing, pilotspeak for trip schedules, and the final act of a "1-2-1": one flight one day, two the next, and one more on the third.
"It's busy," said Hopson, 62. "Stamina is important." 

Hopson, 62, makes a flight announcement last month at the gate in Tampa. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


This stretch last month began on a Thursday with a 6:30 a.m. "transcon" (transcontinental) from her New Jersey base to San Diego. She had time to walk to the beach and have dinner at an Italian restaurant during her 20 hours in California before heading back in the other direction. On Friday, there was a 6:15 a.m. to Houston, then a 12:50 p.m. to Tampa. 
"The middle day is long, but it's a good long," she said. 
Hopson talked about her schedule with an enthusiasm most people reserve for Christmas morning. Even under unforgiving airport lighting, she seemed to be beaming. Maybe it was the gallon of water she drinks each day or the Aquaphor moisturizer she applies to her skin.
Or maybe it was just the glow of a person who loves their job. "All of it," she said. 
 
Hopson came to the profession later in life than most of her peers. She was 50 when she was hired at a regional carrier, 54 when she moved up to United proper and 58 when she became captain. And in three years, she'll age out of the job she'd wanted all her life. 

Hopson, seen last month in Tampa, was 50 when she got hired by a regional carrier, moved up to United four years later and became a captain four years after that. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


In 1993, 29-year-old Carole Cary was catching a subway in New York City when she spotted someone she recognized from college. It was Michael Hopson, the brother of a classmate at the University of Virginia, and the man who would eventually become her husband. On their first date at the Comic Strip on Second Avenue, they caught up about their lives since graduation. 
She told him that after earning her degree in Spanish language and literature, she'd moved to Brooklyn to become a journalist and found a job as a crime reporter at the Bergen Record in New Jersey. She filed "plenty of stories about bad people doing bad things," she said, but covering a particularly brutal murder case made her question if the profession was right for her. The newspaper sent her to get a master's at Columbia; she tried new beats. But her heart wasn't in it anymore, so she pivoted -- first to the National Football League, where she helped players find new careers after sports, then to Foot Locker, where she became the vice president and director of training and development. 
Michael asked what she wanted to do next. Hopson was embarrassed to share.
"It was the first time I had ever let it leave my lips," she said. "I said, 'I want to fly.'"
According to the Federal Aviation Administration's Civil Airmen Statistics, women make up roughly 5.7 percent of pilots who hold Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) certificates, the highest level of pilot certification. The FAA does not disclose ethnicity statistics, but 2025 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows 91.7 percent of people employed as aircraft pilots and flight engineers in the U.S. identified as white, 1.6 percent as Black, 3.8 as Asian and 6.9 Hispanic or Latino.
In the 1990s, the field was even less diverse. 

Growing up, Hopson had no one in her family who could tell her about the paths a civilian could take to become a pilot. (Courtesy of Carole Hopson)


"I just thought it was beyond imagination," Hopson said. "I'd never seen a pilot who looked like me." 
On their second date, Michael invited Hopson to his Upper East Side apartment for dinner. He cooked trout amandine, and when it was time to clean up, Hopson lifted her plate and discovered a surprise. 
"There was an envelope with my name on it and 10 gift certificates to go fly," she said.
Hopson was stunned. Not only had Michael waited the entire meal to reveal the gift, he'd taken her dream seriously and figured out how to get her started.
There are several ways to become a commercial pilot.
Members of the military can transition their careers through intensive flight training programs. Civilians have different tracks that, according to the Air Line Pilots Association, usually take several years to complete, between logging the necessary flight hours and undergoing the education component "whether that's through a college or university, local airport with a flight school, or a dedicated training center focused on pilot careers," an ALPA spokesperson said in an email.
The process can cost upward of $100,000, and first-year commercial pilots can expect to earn roughly $85,000 to $95,000 per year.
When Hopson was growing up in the suburbs of Philadelphia, the process felt unattainable. 

Wearing her pilot's cap, Hopson poses for a selfie in Tampa last month with gate agents and crew members. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


She'd heard about the military approach, but knew that her eyesight wouldn't meet the uncorrected 20/20 requirement of the time (the rule has since changed). No one in her family was in aviation to tell her about the other paths. Her father was a science teacher, and her mother was a hairdresser until the couple divorced and she went back to school to teach special education. 
Michael's gift certificate for a "discovery flight" showed her a new way into the field.
At her first lesson, Hopson took to aviation immediately. She said it was like trying on a shoe that fit.
"I felt a level of 'I found what I'm supposed to do,'" Hopson said.
Over the next six years, she and Michael got married, moved into a rent-stabilized apartment in New Jersey and saved as much as they could. By 2000, Hopson could finally afford the leap to leave her full-time job. She started flight school and looked to networks like Women in Aviation International and the Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals for guidance on next steps.
In less than a year, Hopson went from novice to certified flight instructor, taking customers on introductory lessons that followed the Hudson River down to Manhattan and around the Statue of Liberty. 
On the night of Sept. 10, 2001, Hopson got a call that her students needed to cancel their upcoming 7:30 a.m. appointment. It kept her from being in the air on the day of the attacks. After the Sept. 11 terror attacks, everything hit pause. 
 

Under her cap, Hopson keeps a photo of Theresa Claiborne, who before her tenure as a pilot for United became the first Black female pilot in the Air Force. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)



Hopson chats with passengers during boarding for a flight last month in Tampa. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


The way Hopson tells it, she blinked and 14 years of her life had gone by. She was 50 years old, focused on parenting her two sons and working as a part-time flight instructor. It was a job that allowed her to keep her pilot dreams alive and still be first in the pickup line at elementary school.
But if she wanted to reach her goal, she told her husband, it was now or never. FAA regulations forbid major carriers from employing pilots after the age of 65, and she still had to fly for a regional airline before she could graduate to the big leagues. 
Her sights were trained on United: She had mentors who worked for the airline, and it was based in Newark, close to her home in Montclair, N.J., so she wouldn't have to commute or uproot her family. 
But first, the regional. Commercial pilots must get certified to fly specific aircraft. For ExpressJet, she had to complete a "type rating" course for the Embraer ERJ 145. The training included intensive ground-school and skill tests, covering everything from standard operating procedures to the nuts and bolts of the planes' innards.
"It is the equivalency of college coursework, but it's completed in two months' time," Hopson said. 

Hopson with her son Joshua in 2006 at Essex County Airport in New Jersey, next to a Beechcraft Baron 55. "That thing was like a Corvette," she said of the plane. (Courtesy of Carole Hopson)


She'd be away from her family at a training center in Houston, "but we had our weekends off," she said. "I could run home and see my kids, make dinner for the week and go back to class." 
Hopson was the oldest person in her class of about 18, one of two Black students and the only woman.
She passed her training and was hired by ExpressJet, popcorning around the Northeast and into Canada -- to Buffalo, Baltimore, Toronto, often in the same day. The schedule was grueling.
"Every trip was four days," Hopson said. "We would sometimes have six legs a day."
With the mandatory pilot retirement age looming, Hopson wanted to get to a major carrier quickly. Instead of following ExpressJet's gradual pipeline to the mainline, she applied for an interview with United "off the street." She met with a panel made up of human resources employees and captains who tested her decision-making skills with hypothetical aviation scenarios, like strong winds and mechanical failures. 
Three years after starting her commercial career, Hopson got a call. "There were about 17 people on the phone to welcome me to United," she said. 
It was off to the airline's Denver training center to master a new plane: the Boeing 737. 

Hopson uses a tablet to prepare for the flight out of Tampa last month. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


Back in Tampa at Gate A9, Hopson boarded her morning's assigned plane with a roller bag and a tote heavy with gifts. There were Toblerone candy bars for the flight crew and a few copies of her book, "A Pair of Wings," a novel based on the life of Bessie Coleman, the earliest known Black person to earn an international pilot's license. 
She took a seat in the cockpit with her co-pilot, Jalen Scott, a 25-year-old who lives in Tampa, and pulled out a tablet with an app that showed her weather updates along their flight path. 
To fly any kind of plane, "you'll have to learn a lot about weather," she said. 
But to fly a 737, you'll also have to learn about Mach numbers, high-altitude aerodynamics and everything about the plane's systems -- "hydraulics, brakes, engine, electrical," Hopson said. 
The control panel of the cockpit alone is dizzying. Every inch has buttons, levers, screens, dials, lights and knobs.
"There may come a day when the public agrees to having automation fly, but it's not here," Hopson said. 

Hopson gets a smile out of her co-pilot, Jalen Scott, after she fist-bumped a young passenger at the end of last month's flight, which went from Tampa to Newark Liberty International Airport. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


The flight from Tampa landed on time in overcast New Jersey. Most passengers had passed the journey on their smartphones. Hopson and Scott had spent the two hours 50 minutes maneuvering around spring storms to keep the ride as smooth as possible.
As the plane emptied, Hopson stood in the doorway of the cockpit thanking travelers on their way out.
"I believe, in our industry, we need to be more visible because the passengers trust us," she said.
She also sees it as a recruiting opportunity.
"Young women don't often think about this as a career," she said. "I get stopped all the time and people say, 'Wow, how did you do that? Is that an opportunity for me?'"
Often the attention is positive, but it can also be negative.   "I don't allow it to bother me," Hopson said about racial and gender discrimination. "I'd be bothered every day." 

Hopson, seen in Newark after her flight last month, describes her visibility as a recruiting tool. "Young women don't often think about this as a career," she said. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)


Instead, Hopson continues to be a particularly feminine role model in a predominately male industry. She accessorizes her uniform with jewelry, including a pearl necklace that doubles as a lanyard for her crew badge. Her long nails were painted a bright robin's-egg blue. She'll tell you that her proudest role is as a mother, and that being a pilot is actually more conducive to motherhood than others assume. 
"I think that this is the surprise: As you're at an airline, and you get more and more senior, you have more control over your schedule," she said. "There's a lot of flexibility in this job. [Women] just don't even see the opportunity. What we see is the obstacle." 
In 2021, Hopson founded the the Jet Black Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to sending 100 Black women to flight school by 2035. She hopes the initiative will serve two purposes: to diversify the industry and address the pilot shortage. 
"Every single major airline loses one to two pilots [to retirement] every day. ... That's 1,000 to 2,000 people every year. And the pipeline is where?" Hopson said. "That's where I say we look for a talent pool that's never been tapped." 
On her way through the terminal toward the exit, Hopson stopped to say hello to a handful of pilots she's come to know over the years -- all men. 

Hopson founded a nonprofit five years ago with the aim of sending 100 Black women to flight school by 2035. "That's where I say we look for a talent pool that's never been tapped," she said. (Jacob M. Langston for The Washington Post)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2026/06/04/shed-never-met-pilot-who-looked-like-her-50-she-became-one-anyway/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The cuisine of sunny Veracruz shows how light and healthy Mexican food can be
The stereotype of nachos, overstuffed burritos and cheesy enchiladas does not do justice to the diversity of Mexican fare.

Veracruz-Style Snapper. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-06-03
When sisters Reyna and Maritza Vazquez emigrated from Mexico to Austin as teenagers, their first encounter with what was labeled Tex-Mex or Mexican food confused them. Nachos, liquid cheese, enchiladas drowned in red gravy and overstuffed burritos -- top of mind when many of us think of Mexican food -- were completely foreign to them. In the United States, we tend to get stuck on this limited idea of the cuisine. In reality, though, it is much more varied and healthful. The Vazquez sisters had never even seen these dishes in their native Veracruz, the coastal region famous for its vegetable- and seafood-based dishes.
Get the recipe: Veracruz-Style Snapper
After settling into their new home, it occurred to them that health-conscious, outdoorsy Austin would probably embrace the array of fresh, produce-packed dishes with which they grew up. And they were right. Now, years later, they own several popular food trucks and brick-and-mortar locations, and were awarded a Michelin Bib Gourmand award for their restaurant Veracruz Fonda & Bar. The sisters, credited with transforming Austin's Mexican food scene, detail their inspiring journey and share their beloved recipes in their new cookbook, "Veracruz All Natural."

Assembling the sauce for the snapper. (Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This version of the famous dish, adapted from the book, exemplifies how they have reimagined traditional recipes to reflect their own preferences and accommodate busy lifestyles. It is made with snapper fillets rather than a whole fish, so it comes together quickly and easily in a single skillet. The fish is seared in the pan, then removed to make way for a saucy saute of onion, garlic, sweet and hot peppers, and tomatoes that is flavored with wine, olives, capers and thyme. (The ingredients reflect the Spanish influence on the cuisine of Veracruz.) The fish is then nestled into the sauce to finish cooking.
The dish, served with crusty bread or corn tortillas for sopping up all the tasty juices, is a nourishing, flavorful meal that brings a fresh perspective on Mexican food to the table.
Get the recipe: Veracruz-Style Snapper




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2026/06/03/cuisine-sunny-veracruz-shows-how-light-healthy-mexican-food-can-be/
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Going Out Guide
Celebrate America's 250th birthday with these summer events in and around D.C.
New exhibitions, grand reopenings and a pair of block parties bring a festive, patriotic vibe to the area around the National Mall.

The mahogany desk that Thomas Jefferson used to draft the Declaration of Independence is included in "American Aspirations," an exhibit featuring some of the Smithsonian's most treasured objects. (Al Drago/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn | 2026-06-04
Over the past few months, cultural institutions have been ramping up exhibits and activities in anticipation of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. While the rush began back in the spring -- including the debuts of American-themed shows at Glenstone and the National Gallery of Art and new Revolutionary War-themed activities at Mount Vernon, all of which run through 2026 -- the weeks between Memorial Day and July 4 bring another wave of events and exhibits timed for maximum patriotism. From a parade of tall ships to a downtown block party to glimpse of some of our country's iconic treasures under one roof, this is the time to celebrate the American Experiment.
The Smithsonian's only locally focused museum wants to remind Washingtonians that history is not just about long-dead presidents and generals, but the experiences of everyday people, too. "We Make History" builds on a collection of objects, including the diary of Adam Francis Plummer, an enslaved man who began keeping a journal in May 1841; Chuck Brown's Gibson guitar; a collection of family photographs from the 1950s; and a modern Washington Spirit jersey to show how everyone contributes to the idea of a shared community and national identity. Through January 2028. anacostia.si.edu. Free. 
The Smithsonian Institution is the repository for an estimated 157 million objects, from ancient fossils to the space shuttle Discovery. How do you tell the story of America in just a few dozen objects? Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie G. Bunch III has curated a one-room exhibit in a wing of the Smithsonian Castle called "American Aspirations," where objects are grouped under themes like "In Pursuit of Progress" and "In Pursuit of Fairness." The exhibit juxtaposes items from multiple museums, so Amelia Earhart's flight suit, in the collection of the National Postal Museum, is in a case next to Sally Ride's NASA jacket, lent by the National Air and Space Museum. Of note: When "American Aspirations" opens, it will display the original copy of Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech, but the document is too fragile to be on exhibit the entire time, so it will be swapped out for Harriet Tubman's hymnal after a few weeks. June 2 through July 26. si.edu/castle. Free. 
Think of the Spirit of Independence Festival as the beginning of the official countdown to the Declaration of Independence's 250th birthday. Just as Constitution Avenue is closed on July 4 for the National Archives' annual reading of the Declaration, plus live music and the annual National Independence Day Parade, it's being closed Thursday, Friday and Saturday on the first weekend of June for a multiday, family-friendly party in front of the National Archives building. 
The daytime events are free, though timed entry tickets are strongly encouraged. Friday's "Stars and Stories Fest" mixes historical reenactors, face painting, Disney music and genealogy research. Saturday begins with Yappy Hour, welcoming dogs and humans for giveaways, music, caricatures and a "Patriotic Pooch" costume contest, and also highlights a Salute to Service program featuring military bands, hands-on activities and the display of a helicopter from the Vietnam War. All these events take place outside the Archives, which will be open as usual; Visitors who want to see the Declaration, Constitution and other documents receive admission to the Archives museum when they reserve tickets to the Spirit of Independence Festival. (Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Free.)
The three evening events are fundraisers for the National Archives Foundation. The Taste of the Nation celebration on Friday night is a gala with chef-driven menus paired with drinks (including nonalcoholic cocktails) and live music, emceed by D.C. celebrity bartender L.P. O'Brien. (Friday at 7 p.m. $200.) Saturday's black tie optional "One Nation, Many Stories" dinner is followed by a discussion with award-winning documentary filmmaker Dawn Porter and history educator Lauren Cella about the future of storytelling. (Saturday at 7 p.m., $500-$600.) On Thursday night, country music legend Garth Brooks hosts an event called "Celebrating 250 Years of American Music," but tickets are only available as part of a sponsorship package -- starting at $1,000 -- that includes tickets for all three nights. June 4-6. archivesfoundation.org. Free-$600. 
Jazz is a uniquely American art form, born in New Orleans and nurtured in clubs from New York to Chicago to Los Angeles. This concert, featuring the Smithsonian's jazz orchestra in residence under the direction of Charlie Young, looks across the spectrum of jazz, as protest music, as an expression of joy, and an exploration of spirituality, including works by Max Roach and Billy Taylor. June 5 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. americanhistory.si.edu. $30-$40. 

The National Gallery of Art hosts a block party on June 6, celebrating America's 250th birthday with live music, tours and art-making activities. (National Gallery of Art)


The largest public program in the history of the National Gallery of Art takes over the East and West buildings, the Fourth Street plaza and the Sculpture Garden for a full day of artsy activities. Visitors can help artists create collaborative murals, make their own portraits or zines, listen to marching bands and steel drum musicians, build sculptures with Lego, participate in family yoga, and learn more about the museum's collection with pop-up talks about featured works. June 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. nga.gov. Free. 
An exhibition in the National Gallery's East Building shows how the American Flag has been used as a potent symbol of nationalism and protest in works of art, including paintings and photographs by artists like Jasper Johns, Faith Ringgold and Neil Armstrong. (Yes, that Neil Armstrong.) June 6-Dec. 6. nga.gov. Free.

The Tall Ship Providence joins historic and replica ships in Alexandria for the weekend-long Sails on the Potomac festival. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Decades before the Revolutionary War, Alexandria was the area's most important port, utilized for both commercial and military purposes. As part of its America 250 celebrations, Alexandria welcomes the tall ships Gazela, Kalmar Nyckel and Sultana to "Sails on the Potomac," where they join the Providence, a reproduction of a Revolutionary War sloop that is docked in Alexandria. Of the visitors, Kalmar Nyckel is a recreation of the ship that brought the first Swedish settlers to Delaware in 1638. The ships will be open for tours -- timed reservations are suggested, but not required -- and an onshore "History Village" offers exhibits and hands-on activities. The festival coincides with the ALX Jazz Fest, also held Friday through Sunday. June 12-14. alexandriava.gov. Friday and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m.; Saturday from noon to 9 p.m. Free. 
"All men are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety." 
If the themes of this passage sound familiar -- life, liberty, pursuing happiness -- but the phrasing sounds slightly off, that's because it was written by founding father George Mason in the Virginia Declaration of Rights, a 1776 document that the National Archives notes was "drawn upon by Thomas Jefferson for the opening paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence." Mason has long been overshadowed by other Founding Fathers -- note the placement of his D.C. memorial, tucked behind the Jefferson Memorial -- but there's no better time to learn about him. Mason's plantation, Gunston Hall, located in Mason Neck, opens its doors for two days of celebrating the Virginia Declaration of Rights. Friday's main event is a naturalization ceremony for 50 new American citizens, followed by house tours and refreshments. Saturday is packed with tours, live music, birthday cake, and theatrical performances portraying Thomas Jefferson and George Washington. June 12-13. Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. gunstonhall.org. Free. 
America's first "National Museum" has, over the years, displayed triceratops bones, the Star-Spangled Banner and dresses worn by first ladies. But for most of this century, it's only opened to the public for special events. This summer, it's open regular hours to showcase the traveling exhibit "Voices and Votes," about participation and democracy, and to house the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage's activities, including music, demonstrations and hands-on workshops. Opening day features "Latin Music Fans: Making Culture & Keeping Tradition," a conversation that includes DJs and the curator of the new "!Puro Ritmo!" exhibition at the American History museum. See the Smithsonian's website for a full schedule. June 16-Sept. 7. si.edu/arts-and-industries. Free.

Martha, the last known passenger pigeon, died Sept. 1, 1914 at the Cincinnati Zoo. (Donald E. Hurlbert)



A carved walrus ivory tusk from Nunivak Island, Alaska, created in collaboration with Cup'ig and Inupiaq community members, is featured in the "From These Lands" exhibition at the National Museum of Natural History. (James D. Tiller and Tonda Phalen/Smithsonian Institution)


The National Museum of Natural History welcomes more visitors than any other Smithsonian museum, and all those (American) tourists will find something representing their home in a new exhibit. "From These Lands" features artifacts from all 50 states and six territories. Highlights among the gemstones and mounted insects include a carved walrus tusk from Alaska, buttons made from mussel shells in Iowa, and the last known passenger pigeon, which was preserved as a taxidermy mount after it died at the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. June 18 through 2029. naturalhistory.si.edu. Free.
Unseen by visitors to the Lincoln Memorial: 122 concrete pillars that support the weight of the structure. The area around them, known as the undercroft, is a vast, cave-like space big enough to hold the memorial itself. The National Park Service first proposed opening the undercroft to visitors a decade ago, and after a series of delays, the public will get a look at the remodeled space, which houses a museum examining the memorial's construction and cultural history, a bookstore and restrooms. Admission is free, though tickets will be available 30 days in advance from recreation.gov for a $1 fee. Same-day tickets will be available daily at 8:45 a.m. at the Korean War Veterans Memorial kiosk next to the Lincoln Memorial. One person can claim up to six tickets. Reopens June 25. Open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. March through October, and 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. November through February. nps.gov/linc/. Free.
The National Air and Space Museum is celebrating its own anniversary this year: The museum opened July 1, 1976 -- just in time for the Bicentennial celebrations. Half a century later, the building is nearly finished with extensive renovations. Five of the final seven galleries will fully reopen this summer, including "How Things Fly," which is packed with hands-on activities for all ages, and the ever-popular "World War II in the Air." There's more than just rockets and propellers on display, too: The expanded Flight and the Arts gallery is hosting "The Ascent of Rauschenberg: Reinventing the Art of Flight," which features 30 lithographs, sculptures and other flight-themed works by American artist Robert Rauschenberg. Visitors should register for timed entry passes, which are available up to 30 days in advance. 
The final two galleries, At Home in Space and Modern Military Aviation, are scheduled to open this fall. 
Grand reopening July 1, then open daily. airandspace.si.edu. Free; timed entry passes required. 
Thomas Jefferson's rough draft of the Declaration of Independence and Abraham Lincoln's handwritten copy of the Gettysburg Address get top billing in a new exhibit that will "explore the foundational principles of the Declaration of Independence and their impact on American history." Look for multimedia stations and displays highlighting documents and objects drawn from 181 million items in the Library's collection. July 3-July 3, 2027. loc.gov. Free; timed entry passes required.
"The Two Georges," an exhibition looking at parallels in the lives of George Washington and King George III, has been extended through July 4, so July 3 and 4 are the only days you'll be able to see these two revolutionary exhibitions in one visit.
While you're at the Library, you might want to seek out two small temporary exhibitions in the mezzanine of the Great Hall that also celebrate America's 250 anniversary: "Fashion at the Library of Congress: Threads That Connect Us" (on view June 8-July 20) and "Our History in the Headlines: American Independence in Newspapers" (June 23-July 11).




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/06/04/events-celebrating-americas-250th-birthday-dc-this-summer/
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The 48 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The weekend brings celebrations of Pride and America's birthday, plus outdoor concerts, movies, markets and happy hours. 

National Gallery of Art block party Saturday will celebrate 250 years of America with activities inside both buildings and outside on the plaza and in the Sculpture Garden. (National Gallery of Art)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin | 2026-06-04
Pride celebrations get underway across the D.C. area this weekend, with festivals and parades from Leesburg to Takoma. Celebrations of America's 250th birthday will shut down streets outside the National Archives and take over the National Gallery of Art. Outdoor concerts, movie screenings, markets and  happy hours beckon everyone to celebrate the weather. This is a weekend to explore museums with admission charges, put on a sundress for a good cause, celebrate one of D.C.'s greatest go-go bands, or sample a new or spicy cuisine you haven't tried before. 
Party with Pride at the Phillips Collection
June's Phillips After 5 soiree is a full-on embrace of Pride, with a performance by drag star Vagenesis, puppetry with Penny Pancakes and Paige O'Malley, music from pop and R&B singer Be Steadwell, and storytelling with drag king Dr. Torcher. Visitors can make sparkling phone charms and headbands for Pride celebrations, learn about art during pop-up curator talks, and dance to DJ Duchess. 5 to 8:30 p.m. phillipscollection.org. $20.
Movie Nights in Adams Morgan: Sing-along 'Hamilton'
Amid all the hype about America's 250th birthday, here's how to get closest to the Founding Fathers and the room where it happened: A sing-along screening of the "Hamilton" musical outdoors on the soccer field at Adams Morgan's Marie Reed Recreation Center. These weekly viewing parties take place amid the hustle and bustle of the neighborhood's nightlife, with nearby restaurants often offering takeout specials if you're hungry and want a movie backdrop for an after-work hangout. Films begin 20 to 30 minutes after sunset. Free.
Extended summer hours (and happy hour) at the National Gallery of Art
There's nothing like meeting friends outside after work on a warm evening, especially when you can catch up over a charcuterie board and a glass of wine, or a carafe of sangria, depending on how many friends are joining. The National Gallery of Art's extended summer hours in the Sculpture Garden let you trade a busy restaurant patio for a much larger, greener space, with the bonus of picnicking while surrounded by art created by Louise Bourgeois, Alexander Calder and Roy Lichtenstein. The garden is open until 8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday, except during Jazz in the Garden programs on select Fridays. Happy hour, which runs from 5 to 7 p.m., includes $9.50 glasses of wine, $29 pitchers of sangria, and beers and seltzers from $9 to $10.50. There's  food for grazing, including $10.50 charcuterie boards and $9.50 salads, although you're welcome to bring your own food. Wednesday through Saturday through Sept. 5. Free. 
Making gay history at Congressional Cemetery
Capitol Hill's Congressional Cemetery is famous for its "Gay Corner," which includes the graves of many icons of the American gay rights movement, such as Frank Kameny, a government employee who sued after being fired for his sexual orientation in 1957, and Leonard Matlovich, an Air Force veteran who was discharged after revealing his sexuality in 1975. To kick off Congressional's Pride events, the cemetery's speaker series hosts historian Eric Marcus, founder of the "Making Gay History" podcast. Marcus's presentation is followed by a guided tour of LGBTQ graves. 5:30 to 8 p.m. congressionalcemetery.org. $20. 
Motion Party Hike at the Marvin Gaye Recreation Center
Run clubs run rampant in the city, but a hike club? Join the Hike Crew, a D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation event partnering with Arena Stage and other organizers, for a guided, beginner-friendly, three-mile hike that takes about 45 minutes. Along the way, hikers will identify wildflowers and native flora. The adventure begins at the Marvin Gaye Recreation Center, accessible via the Blue Line, and music and conversation will carry the group to the finish line. And the finish line is less finish line and more dance floor: The evening ends with a line-dancing party, just with hiking boots instead of cowboy boots. Bring your kids and dogs. 6:30 p.m. Free; RSVP requested. 
New summer happy hour at Jack Rose Dining Saloon
Frozen Maker's Mark banana coladas and strawberry margaritas are among the new cocktails on Jack Rose's summer menu, and the Adams Morgan whiskey bar is hosting a special rooftop happy hour with $10 drinks and half-price snacks as a way to introduce the menu to the public. 5 to 7:30 p.m. Free admission. 
Spirit of Independence Festival at the National Archives
Think of the Spirit of Independence Festival as the beginning of the official countdown to the Declaration of Independence's 250th birthday. Just as Constitution Avenue is closed on July 4 for the National Archives' annual reading of the Declaration, plus live music and the annual National Independence Day Parade, it's being closed Thursday, Friday and Saturday on the first weekend of June for a multiday, family-friendly party in front of the National Archives building. 
The daytime events are free, though timed entry tickets are strongly encouraged. Friday's "Stars and Stories Fest" mixes historical reenactors, face painting, Disney music and genealogy research. Saturday begins with Yappy Hour, welcoming dogs and humans for giveaways, music, caricatures and a "Patriotic Pooch" costume contest, and also highlights a Salute to Service program featuring military bands, hands-on activities and the display of a helicopter from the Vietnam War. All these events take place outside the Archives, which will be open as usual; Visitors who want to see the Declaration, Constitution and other documents receive admission to the Archives museum when they reserve tickets to the Spirit of Independence Festival. Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Music in the Meadow after hours at the U.S. National Arboretum
Sirius Company's fusion of sultry R&B and smooth go-go kicks off the Music in the Meadow concert series at the National Arboretum,  where bands play in the shadow of the National Capitol Columns in the Ellipse Meadow -- one of the most beautiful settings you'll find in D.C.  Food trucks, including DCity Smokehouse, Timber Pizza, Plant Based Joy and Lattimore's Funnel Cakes, will be on hand if you need picnic supplies. (BYO blankets.) Gates open at 5:30 p.m.; concert from 7 to 9. $28.52; Free for children 12 and younger. No tickets will be sold at the door.
Lucky Danger's Mahjong Social Club's first anniversary
The wildly popular mah-jongg party at Chinatown's Lucky Danger is celebrating its first anniversary by inviting everyone over to play mah-jongg. While reservations usually fill up in advance, this Friday is first-come, first-served, with a 30-minute time limit for games. (You're playing 13-piece Chinese mah-jongg only.) Single players will be matched with other groups. Drink specials are offered all night, while Les the DJ provides an appropriate soundtrack. 5 to 10 p.m. Free. 
Sail into Summer at the Yards
For some people, nothing says "summer" like slipping on a pair of boat shoes and cueing up the smooth grooves of Steely Dan and Christopher Cross. The Yards welcomes yacht rock fans back to the lawn on the banks of the Anacostia, where tribute band Got Yacht performs for a crowd wearing captain's hats (free while supplies last), picnicking with food from neighborhood restaurants, and sipping rose from District Winery. 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Caribbean FilmFest at AFI Silver Theatre
In honor of Caribbean Heritage Month, the D.C. Caribbean FilmFest returns to AFI Silver. The slate of films includes plenty of documentaries, including "Reggae Girlz," about the scrappy Jamaican women's football team with a Bob Marley soundtrack; "Agridulce," which focuses on the Dominican Republic music style bachata; and, on closing night, "Carnival: They Can't Steal Our Joy," which traces the colorful Caribbean festival tradition. Musicals, crime dramas and classic films round out the selections, and the festival includes filmmaker Q&A sessions and an opening reception sponsored by the embassies of Barbados and Guyana. Through June 11. $8-$14. 
Night Market at Brookland Arts Walk
Mix handmade art, backgammon, coffee, tea and freshly baked goods, and you'll get a Jomeh Bazar. The lineup of pop-up businesses is quite diverse, and as you walk through Brookland, live poetry readings and music from a DJ will provide the soundtrack while local artisans share their work. This new evening market series will feature baklava, chai, herbs and even books sold by a long list of vendors. 5 to 9 p.m. Free. 
Pride kickoff party at the Roost
The Roost launches a drag-queen-inspired cocktail menu with such drinks as the tropical Hoot and Holler (inspired by local drag queen Tara Hoot) and the fizzy House of Violet, a mix of tequila, dragonfruit and butterfly pea for color. The party features DJ Jet Hayes and ticket giveaways to see upcoming shows by Big Freedia and Dorian Electra. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Storytelling Comedy Show at Big Bear Cafe
Six comedians will share (true) stories behind Big Bear Cafe's rustic brick walls that organizers promise "you won't hear anywhere else." Comedians Jenny Cavallero, Badar Tareen, Jamie Mack, D Lo, Chris Sintentos, Mahmoud Jaber, and Rola Z., will perform upstairs in an intimate setting. Outside food or drinks aren't permitted but the cafe will be open before the show's start time. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $25. 
Kim Coletta, John Davis, Chris Richards at Art Sound Language
If you'd rather hang out and listen to music at an incredibly cool record store on Friday night than pack into a crowded bar, head for Chevy Chase. Former Washington Post music critic Chris Richards, his former Q and Not U bandmate John Davis, and Jawbox bassist/DeSoto Records co-owner Kim Coletta are the DJs for the evening. Bring your own refreshments. 6 to 9 p.m. Free. 
WiFiGawd at the Black Cat
D.C.'s own WiFiGawd celebrates his latest album, a deluxe edition of last year's "The Dynasty," with a loaded bill at the Black Cat. The uber-prolific rapper-producer has been one of the underground's favorite and most influential talents for years, with an uncanny ability to find his pocket, no matter who's behind the board crafting woozy, in-the-red productions. He's joined by equally influential Atlanta rapper Key, canvas-expanding Philly punks Soul Glo, D.C. hardcore act Sluggo and Black Rave Culture DJ Amal. 8 p.m. $26.40.
'Sun Ra: Do the Impossible' at Woolly Mammoth
We're still a few weeks away from the annual Home Rule Music Festival, but the festivities are getting underway with a screening of "Sun Ra: Do the Impossible," a documentary about the cosmic jazz legend and Afrofuturist, presented in conjunction with local jazz organization CapitalBop. A reception and discussion of Sun Ra's music and influence follows. 7 p.m. $10. 
Block Party at National Gallery of Art
The largest public program in the history of the National Gallery of Art takes over the East and West buildings, the Fourth Street plaza and the Sculpture Garden for a full day of artsy activities. Visitors can help artists create collaborative murals, make their own portraits or zines, listen to marching bands and steel drum musicians, build sculptures with Lego, participate in family yoga, and learn more about the museum's collection with pop-up talks about featured works. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Dupont and Kalorama Museum Walk Weekend
Members of the Dupont Kalorama Museums Consortium open their doors to the public with no admission charge on Saturday and Sunday as part of the group's annual Museum Walk Weekend. The Phillips Collection, America's first modern art museum, is the star, with works by Vincent van Gogh, Mark Rothko, Sam Gilliam and Ellsworth Kelly on display in its permanent collection, and pop-up talks and a family play area throughout the weekend. (Note that its current exhibition, "Miro and the United States," requires the purchase of a ticket, but other galleries are open.) Other highlights include "Pickets, Protests, and Parades: The History of Gay Pride in Washington" at Dupont Underground, an arts space in the streetcar tunnels under Dupont Circle; and "Wilson's Washington, America's Struggle: Race and Civil Liberties in the Capital" at the Woodrow Wilson House, which tells the stories of Washingtonians in the early 20th century. The National Museum of American Jewish Military History and Anderson House are also participating. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Gay Men's Chorus of Washington: 'Soul Divas' at the Lincoln Theatre
The Gay Men's Chorus of Washington will probably have the crowd dancing in the Lincoln Theatre's aisles, thanks to a program that includes Whitney Houston's "How Will I Know," Patti LaBelle's "Lady Marmalade" and Diana Ross's "I'm Coming Out." This tribute to iconic "Soul Divas" also honors Tina Turner, Donna Summer, Aretha Franklin and D.C.'s own Roberta Flack. Saturday's performance is ASL-interpreted. Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 5 p.m. $32.50-$78.40.
DC Print Fair at Eastern Market
Prints of all stripes -- lithographs, hand-carved woodblock prints, screen prints, etchings, letterpress, modern fine art -- are featured at East City Art's annual festival inside Eastern Market's North Hall this weekend. In addition to browsing works by 25 artists, ranging in size from note cards to posters, visitors can take part in hands-on printmaking activities from Capitol Hill Arts Workshop and programming with Pyramid Atlantic and the Washington Studio School. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Pride Family Day at the Smithsonian American Art Museum
Works by LGBTQ+ artists inspire hands-on crafting and coloring sheets at the Smithsonian's annual festival, held in the Kogod Courtyard. The D.C. Different Drummers Marching Band and GenOUT, the youth chorus of the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington, are featured performers, alongside Les the DJ. Food and drinks will be available for purchase. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. 
Loudoun Pride festival at Ida Lee Park
Loudoun Pride turns five this year, and the day-long festival in Leesburg really has something for everyone. There's music on two stages, including DJs and pop cover bands, as well as drag performers for both families and grown-ups. Try ax throwing, smash up a rage room, bounce through an obstacle course or be amazed by a wandering magician. Adults can sip local beers and wines, while kids can get their faces painted before enjoying ice cream and lemonade. Noon to 6 p.m. $5.
Pride Month beer release at Lost Generation
Lost Generation Brewing celebrates Pride with a pair of new products on Saturday: Audacity to Exist, a blonde ale brewed with strawberries, and Passionfruit Mojito Seltzer, where the name speaks for itself. Get a first taste during the Eckington craft brewery's release party, which also features drag performances, DJ Scorpio and food vendors. The best part: All proceeds from the new beverages benefit the Capital Pride Alliance. Noon to 3 p.m. Free.
Woodmoorstock in Silver Spring
Adams Morgan and Petworth have filled their streets for Porchfest concerts in recent weeks. Now, it's the suburbs' turn to rock. The fifth Woodmoorstock brings more than 80 bands to 14 stages  around the leafy driveways and cul-de-sacs of the Silver Spring community, as well as food and beverage trucks. (Also, unlike some other festivals, Woodmoorstock has public bathrooms and features them clearly on its map.) Pro tip: Park at Montgomery Blair High School rather than circle looking for parking. Noon to 7 p.m. Free. 
U.S. Soccer doubleheader at Wunder Garten
The World Cup begins in less than a week, but the U.S. Men's National Team still has a final warm up game against Germany before the results start to count. Meanwhile, the U.S. Women's National Team is finding its groove before next year's 2027 Women's World Cup in Brazil. Both teams play Saturday -- the U.S. men against Germany at 2:30, the U.S. women against Brazil at 5:30 -- and NoMa beer garden Wunder Garten is showing the matches back-to-back, with drink specials and games, while also giving away a pair of tickets to the World Cup. Admission is free, though an optional ticket purchased through local sports league Volo includes two beers and extra perks. Doors open at noon. Free-$16.50. 
Picnic Day at the Kreeger Museum 
It's Picnic Day in the Sculpture Garden at the Kreeger Museum. Pack your berries, charcuterie boards, chips and whatever else belongs in your picnic basket, plus a blanket and a few friends. If you forget the snacks though, don't worry, refreshments will be available for purchase. Kids can take part in scavenger hunts throughout the day, and guided tours of the garden will be offered. The museum asks guests to leave chairs and glass bottles at home. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Merry Pin's second anniversary
Merry Pin, D.C.'s destination for crafts, art supplies and classes, is celebrating two years in business by doing what it does best: Inviting the community in for some crafting fun. Help add to a communal window display, do some DIY printing or iron-ons, or bring the kids for a story time reading of "A Flash of Color and Light," a children's book about glass artist Dale Chihuly. Happy hour runs from 1 to 5 p.m., and free cake and bubbly are served at 3. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Island Vibes Luau at Atlas Brew Works
Atlas Brew Works' Anacostia taproom might be your go-to spot for IPAs and crisp pilsners, but for one afternoon, you can say "aloha" to tiki drinks and a pig roast. Owen Thomson, the one of the rum-loving bartenders behind U Street's legendary Archipelago and the Lost Island cocktail pop-up, is visiting Atlas to mix up some fruity, boozy drinks while Mechos Dominican Kitchen prepares a traditional pig roast. DJ Tony T of the Pug spins yacht rock and party jams. 3 p.m. until last call. Free. 
Spicy Food Fest at Solace Outpost Falls Church
Attention capsaicin addicts: Solace Brewing's Spicy Food Fest brings all kinds of products from the higher reaches of the Scoville scale to Falls Church. Whether you prefer your heat from hot sauces, chili crisp, salsa or numbing Szechuan peppers, it's on the menu, alongside beers from local breweries, and entertainment from local bands. Oh, and did we mention that Solace is unveiling a Belgian ale barrel-aged with ghost peppers and scorpion peppers? 1 to 5 p.m. Free. 
June Open House at the Living Room 
The Living Room in Mount Pleasant is a collective founded by locals Ray, Adriana and Cee to create a neighborhood third space for gathering and making art a part of everyday life. While the space regularly offers drop-in hours, the June Open House is designed as an official yet casual opportunity to stop by, work on your creative projects with no limits or contribute to collaborative ones in progress by the community. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Mini Art Market at Ceremony Coffee Roasters 
If you like coffee and art, this one's for you. Grab a latte, espresso or whatever caffeinated drink you prefer and browse seven vendors at Ceremony Coffee Roasters' third art market. Local DJ Cece Brown will spin her favorite summer tunes, while visitors can get their portrait drawn, shop ceramics and browse handsewn plushies to add to their collection. Despite the name, the vendor lineup feels anything but mini. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. 
Wonderland Sundress Festival at Wonderland Ballroom
Over the past two decades, Wonderland Ballroom's Sundress Festival has become one of D.C.'s most unusual and most beloved ways to welcome summer. The barrier to entry is wearing a sundress -- comfy, breezy attire that's perfect for hanging out on a warm afternoon and flatters a multitude of body types. Sure, there are some people who make the most of the occasion: On Wonderland's Instagram page, owner Rose Donna recalls a man who matched his dress to the flowers in his flowing hair and beard. But it's hard to be self-conscious about your outfit when everyone dancing or drinking beers next to you is wearing basically the same thing.
Sundress Fest started as a low-key party on the Columbia Heights bar's patio, but has gotten so popular that, last year, despite closing 11th Street NW between Kenyon and Lamont streets to make room for a stage, bars and food trucks, there was still an hours-long wait to enter. This year, the block party is twice as big, stretching up 11th from Irving to Lamont. DJs Raci, O's Cool, Eskimo and Retrospect will be spinning for the be-dressed crowd, including a tribute to Prince. (If you have a purple sundress at home, Prince's birthday is the perfect occasion to wear it.) As always, proceeds go to a local charity -- D.C. Central Kitchen is the beneficiary again this year. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. $25; $100 for a skip-the-line pass with three drink tokens and a koozie.
Salute to Go-Go: Backyard Band at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
This year marks the 50th anniversary of go-go. It's also the 35th anniversary of Backyard Band, one of the most influential groups in the genre's history, known for Anwan "Big G" Glover's unmistakable growl, cranking jams like "Ruff It Off," and an iconic cover of Adele's "Hello." To celebrate the pair of anniversaries, and mark African American Music Appreciation Month, the DC Library is hosting Backyard for a special performance with two sets. Previous go-go shows with groups like Rare Essence have hit capacity -- yes, people dance at the library -- so make sure you arrive early. 1 p.m. Concert from 1:30 to 4:30. Free. 
Kitty Kat Ball at the 9:30 Club
A fierce collection of "RuPaul's Drag Race" contestants from Season 18 on tour is heading to the 9:30 Club this weekend, led by All Stars Season 9 winner Angeria Paris VanMicheals. Expect more looks, lip-synchs and comedy for an all-ages crowd, but note that Season 18 winner Myki Meeks, who is appearing on other dates on the tour, will not be in D.C. 7:15 p.m. $63.85-$177.65.
Takoma Pride in Takoma Park
Everyone is welcome to march in the annual Takoma Pride Parade, which begins at 10 a.m. and proceeds a half-mile down Carroll Avenue between the Takoma Park-Silver Spring Food Co-Op and the intersection of Carroll and Laurel avenues. Arrive at 9 a.m. for DIY sign-making before joining in or just watching. Afterward, there's a street fair with tables for local organizations and businesses, crafts, face painting, and food and drinks. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. 
Cleveland Park Day
The historic streetcar neighborhood is in full festival mode during its annual celebration, with three stages set up along the Connecticut Avenue shopping district and its pedestrian-friendly promenade. Throughout the day,  there will be live music, dance and fitness classes, and a talent show for both humans and pets. The Park and Shop parking lot hosts a kid zone with face painting, a bouncy castle, obstacle courses and games, while an outdoor market features dozens of vendors, and bars and restaurants offer specials. Noon to 5 p.m. Free. 
The Petworth Flea
Forty vendors will be selling vintage collectibles, clothing, trinkets, furniture and more at this first flea market organized by Petworth local businesses Lulabelle's, Fia's and Loyalty Books. Whether you're a serious collector or just curious enough to wander through for a lap or two, there's plenty to browse. Consider it a chance to skip the fast fashion and shop secondhand instead. And with six hours on the schedule, you don't have to worry about getting there right at the event's start  -- there's plenty of time to stop by. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Prince birthday celebrations
Prince Rogers Nelson was born on June 7, 1958, and it remains a day to honor and celebrate his music. Hyattsville's Fireplace Records has dubbed it Purple Day, and features a "Sunday Service" set by DJ Shane, beginning at noon, before D.C.'s foremost Princeologist, DJ Dredd, takes over to show off some gems from his collection of Prince memorabilia and drop a set of Prince and Prince-related artists. (Noon to 4 p.m. Free.) In D.C., the roving Funset dance party drops anchor at Sandlot Downtown -- a former Crunch Fitness near Metro Center that has been taken over and rejuvenated by the crew behind the Sandlot pop-up bars and cultural spaces, including a rooftop area. DJs Jahsonic, Adrian Loving and D. Painter honor Prince on the turntables all evening. (4 to 10 p.m. Free; RSVP requested.)
For the Record: A Love Letter to D.C. at Home Rule Records
When you combine a wine reception with a vinyl listening session, you get an event like this. Charvis Campbell, co-owner of Petworth's jazz-funk-go-go (and more) beloved record store, Home Rule Records, invites guests to listen to the music that mirrors and shares the legacy of "Chocolate City," the nickname given to Washington when it had a majority-Black population. The evening is a moment for locals, newbies and D.C. natives alike, to hear the cultural history of the music that makes D.C., and also is a companion event to Justin Weaks' Woolly Mammoth Theatre production, "A Fine Madness." 5 to 6:30 p.m. Free.
Taste of Wheaton at Marian Fryer Plaza
This Montgomery County suburb is known for its stellar and diverse restaurant scene, serving up everything from burgers to tacos or Korean barbecue. The neighborhood's 30th annual Taste of Wheaton food festival brings local restaurants together in one spot. You'll get to try bites from the smorgasbord while enjoying live music and cultural performances at this family-friendly event. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Festival admission is free.
Vintage Styling Session at Golden Hour Collective 
Ever bought something you loved but had no idea how to style? Golden Hour Collective, a new vintage store in the heart of Adams Morgan, is inviting its neighborhood shoppers to an expert styling session led by Stephanie of Thrift the District. Not only will you receive personalized styling advice and a private shopping experience while learning how to find pieces that fit your body type, personal style and wardrobe goals, but your ticket also includes a wine or nonalcoholic beverage, and a chance to socialize with fellow thrifters and vintage lovers. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $8.
Tony Awards viewing party at JR's
JR's is D.C.'s capital of sing-along show tunes, so it makes sense that the Dupont Circle LGBTQ+ bar is also the place to go to watch the Tony Awards. Don't forget about the day-long Sunday Funday specials, including $7 vodka Red Bulls and $4 Truly drafts. 8 p.m. Free. 
World Ocean Day at the National Museum of Natural History
Regardless of whether a beach trip is on the agenda this summer, the National Museum of Natural History's Sant Ocean Hall is the perfect place to celebrate World Ocean Day. Roam around the exhibit's Conversation Stations, where scientists will explain coral reefs, marine sanctuaries and other topics between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration experts will be on hand from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to discuss the interactive visualizations on Sant Ocean Hall's giant globe. The ocean celebration continues on Tuesday with an after-hours program geared to adults from 6:30 to 8:15 p.m. as zoologist Matt Girard talks about museum scientists' efforts to build a DNA reference library for certain species of fish. Various times on Monday and Tuesday. Free, registration required online for Tuesday's adult program.
U.S. Marine Corps Sunset Parades at the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial
A staple of summer for tourists and local residents since 1956, the weekly Sunset Parades at the U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial are known for their pageantry. The 45-minute program features music by the United States Marine Drum and Bugle Corps and a stunning display of synchronized movement by the Silent Drill Platoon, who march in unison while spinning and tossing their rifles, bayonets gleaming the sun, with nary a word. Tuesday performances in Arlington are more casual than the Friday night parades at the Marine Barracks in Southeast Washington: guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs and picnic blankets, and no reservations are required. Tuesdays through Aug. 11 at 7 p.m., except July 7. Free.
Night of Expression at Busboys and Poets
Poets, musicians, storytellers and drag artists share the microphone and the stage at the Night of Expression, an annual Pride event at Busboys and Poets. This year's featured performers include Be Steadwell, Charity Blackwell and Ricky Rose, but members of the audience are encouraged to share their stories and talents, too. 7 to 9 p.m. $21.70.
150th anniversary of the Adas Israel Synagogue at the Capital Jewish Museum 
The first purpose-built synagogue in D.C. opened in 1876, just in time for the nation's 100th birthday, with President Ulysses S. Grant among those in attendance. The Adas Israel Synagogue building has been relocated twice since then, and currently sits as part of the Capital Jewish Museum. Learn more about the historic structure, its preservation and its future during an evening at the museum welcoming a new display about Adas Israel, and a commemoration of its legacy. 6 to 8 p.m. Free; RSVP required. 
Amyl and the Sniffers at the Anthem
Want a raucous night out? Don't overthink it: Pub rockers nonpareil Amyl and the Sniffers certainly don't. The Aussie outfit churns out fuzzy riffs, straight-ahead rhythms and the snarls and come-ons of frontwoman Amy Taylor, offering the fizzy rush of their band's namesake chemical. 8 p.m. $62.25-$90.95.
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Theater
Sublime revivals of 'Othello' and 'Pippin' strike a resonant chord
Wendell Pierce headlines a scintillating production of the Shakespearean classic, and Signature Theatre gives the Stephen Schwartz musical a top-notch reimagining.

Wendell Pierce in "Othello" at Shakespeare Theatre Company. (Teresa Castracane)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-06-03
There's a moment in Shakespeare Theatre Company's scintillating staging of "Othello" when Wendell Pierce's Moor teeters on the edge of sanity before careening into the abyss.
As the general asks Desdemona (an impeccable Olivia Cygan) to retrieve her handkerchief -- an apparent smoking gun of infidelity found in another man's chambers -- his wife promptly spirals and stalls. "The handkerchief," Othello requests, convulsively nodding through a strained smile. Desdemona's continued pleas fall on deaf ears. "The handkerchief," Othello repeats with the same overeager intonation, like a record stuck on repeat. "The handkerchief."
We're witnessing, in effect, a brain breaking in real time. Time and time again, Pierce foregrounds the tragedy of a man undone by conniving manipulation and rash jealousy. Running the gamut from joy and lust to rage and incredulity, the "Wire" actor rattles off the Shakespearean language with rhythmic allure. It's a sublime performance from one of our finest actors.
But an Othello is only as good as his Iago, and Shakespeare Theatre favorite Ben Turner (2023's "The Jungle" and 2024's "Macbeth") gamely goes toe to toe with his titan of a co-star. Slipping into director Simon Godwin's contemporary American vision, Turner plays the vengeful ensign who orchestrates Othello's undoing as an alpha male country boy. The skin-crawling outing is a compelling contrast to Jake Gyllenhaal, who saw Iago as more of a wounded soul opposite Denzel Washington in last year's Broadway production. Both interpretations ring true, and it's a treat to have seen Gyllenhaal and Turner offer fundamentally different but equally entrancing takes on the same malevolence.

Ben Turner, left, and Wendell Pierce in "Othello" at Shakespeare Theatre Company. (Teresa Castracane)


As with all Godwin-directed productions, this "Othello" is a master class in dramatic clarity from thespians attuned to the Shakespearean text. Take Lucas Iverson ("The Pitt"), who plays the noble lieutenant Cassio -- an unwitting pawn in Iago's scheme -- with winsome dignity and uncanny comic timing. Melanie Field, as Iago's wife, Emilia, also manages to lift some levity from the bloodshed.
Godwin layers his staging with striking style. Scene transitions turn the militaristic backdrop into a showcase for Jonathan Goddard's marching choreography, Shiloh Coke's heavy metal score and Amith A. Chandrashaker's flashing lighting. When Desdemona's gold-sheeted bed rises into view, shortly before her inevitable demise, a drumbeat echoes through Harman Hall like a funeral procession. Susan Hilferty's expansive set punctuates the parable's scale.
Then there's the stated setting from the playbill: "a modern capital." It's an all-too-familiar concern, after all, when one character asks of Othello, "Are his wits safe?" Lest we forget amid current events that irrational, insecure leaders are a tale as old as time.
Othello Through June 28 at Shakespeare Theatre Company, 610 F St. NW. About 2 hours 45 minutes. shakespearetheatre.org.
Here's a roundup of two more shows on D.C.-area stages:

Cedric Neal and the cast of "Pippin" at Signature Theatre. (Daniel Rader)


Speaking of old lines that hit anew: The declaration that "we're surrounded by injustice and tyranny" from the central prince in "Pippin" gleaned knowing chuckles on opening night at Signature Theatre. But any modern resonance is simply icing on the delectable cake that is this staging of Stephen Schwartz and Roger O. Hirson's 1972 musical, about a restless prince (an assured Brayden Bambino) in the Middle Ages, and his search for purity and purpose amid a minefield of artifice.
Matthew Gardiner's ingenuity never ceases to amaze as the Signature artistic director (whose triumphs include "Into the Woods," "Rent" and "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum") once more oversees an intimate revival that doesn't skimp on spectacle. The ace up his sleeve this time around: superb lighting by Adam Honore, a two-time Tony nominee this year for "Ragtime" and "Cats: The Jellicle Ball."
Honore has the honor of bathing a who's who of D.C. theater standouts in lush golds and reds and blues. Eric Hissom portrays Pippin's father, the Frankish king Charlemagne, with wobbling flamboyance. Awa Sal Secka is characteristically commanding as the single mother who steals Pippin's heart. The ever-reliable Naomi Jacobson, Maria Rizzo and Ryan Sellers each rise to the occasion when summoned.

Brayden Bambino plays the titular prince "Pippin" at Signature Theatre. (Daniel Rader)


But it's West End regular Cedric Neal who delivers a Leading Player for the ages, circling the role that won Tonys for both Ben Vereen and Patina Miller, and putting his own spin on that mischievous emcee. It's a tricky part: Billed as the head of the performance troupe telling Pippin's tale, the Leading Player must entrance and intimidate. Charm and chastise. Seduce and scare. All the while, Neal's hypnotic appeal and silky vocals shine all the brighter in Signature's cozy Max Theatre.
It's worth noting that "Pippin" has always been an odd musical, bifurcated between a head-spinning first act and an unhurried second. Schwartz's score never tops the opening one-two punch of "Magic to Do" and "Corner of the Sky," and Hirson's book dizzyingly whips from whimsical to raunchy to violent to acerbic. In this production, however, the offbeat spirit proves intoxicating, especially when Rachel Leigh Dolan's playful choreography and Erik Teague's revealing costumes up the ante. Who couldn't use a gleefully strange show during these strange times?
Pippin Through July 26 at Signature Theatre, 4200 Campbell Ave., Arlington, Virginia. About 2 hours 15 minutes. sigtheatre.org.

From left, Barzin Akhavan, Peregrine Teng Heard and Nancy Robinette in "The Motion" at Arena Stage. (Kian McKellar)


Christopher Chen's "The Motion," now at Arena Stage, is a play on the move. The mind bender, directed by Hana S. Sharif, begins as a moral exercise by way of deliberation and decorum. A sudden swerve into the surreal presents a more existential quandary. A probing examination of the human condition ensues.
Here's the simplest of plot summations: The inimitable Nancy Robinette portrays the moderator of a debate -- about the merits and morality of animal testing -- among doctors and academics (Peregrine Teng Heard, Barzin Akhavan, Nikkole Salter and Nehal Joshi). But to offer more details would be a disservice. So let's just say that this production also has some theatrical tricks in store, including Tim Mackabee's transformative set, an elegant wordless montage and judicious audience participation.
It's all quite engaging and intellectually stimulating, even if Chen's script doesn't fully land the plane. Despite the turbulence, "The Motion" is still worth the journey.
The Motion Through June 14 at Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. SW. About 1 hour 45 minutes. arenastage.org.
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