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    Trump threatens to seize Iranian island vital to oil exports, as ceasefire teeters
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            The United States launched a second round of airstrikes on Iran into Thursday morning after U.S. President Donald Trump warned that Tehran would "pay the price" for stalled negotiations.
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            President Donald Trump called the latest inflation numbers "great," insisting prices will "come down like a rock" once the war with Iran ends. He also claimed for the first time that U.S. forces are moving millions of barrels of oil nightly through the Strait of Hormuz.
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            President Donald Trump's warnings at the White House and on social media came hours after Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan -- all of which host U.S. troops -- came under Iranian fire.
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            US military's Central Command says it launched more strikes on Iran on second day of renewed fire

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman adjusts her headscarf as she crosses an intersection in northern Tehran, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            A woman adjusts her headscarf as she crosses an intersection in northern Tehran, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman crosses an intersection in northern Tehran, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)]
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            A woman crosses an intersection in northern Tehran, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A home destroyed during the war between Israel and Hezbollah lies in ruins in the village of Dibbine, southeast Lebanon, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)]
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            A home destroyed during the war between Israel and Hezbollah lies in ruins in the village of Dibbine, southeast Lebanon, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man runs past burning cars following an Israeli airstrike in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)]
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            A man runs past burning cars following an Israeli airstrike in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A projectile streaks through the sky over central Israel during an Iranian missile attack, Sunday, June 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)]
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            A projectile streaks through the sky over central Israel during an Iranian missile attack, Sunday, June 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            JON GAMBRELL and AAMER MADHANI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- U.S. President Donald Trump threatened Thursday to launch major strikes on Iran and seize control of its oil industry as escalating attacks between the countries pushed the Middle East closer to the resumption of a full-scale war. 
Trump said in a social media post that the U.S. would hit Iran "VERY HARD TONIGHT" and would "assume total control" of Iran's oil and gas industries, including the vital Kharg Island oil terminal, in the "not too distant future." 
The American leader's latest threats came as efforts to negotiate an end to the war appeared stuck. Trump has voiced his frustration with the stalled negotiations, warning earlier in the week that Tehran would "pay the price" for taking too long to reach a deal. 
Iran's monthslong stranglehold on the Strait of Hormuz has disrupted global energy supplies, driven up fuel prices and made food and other basics more expensive well beyond the region. 

    
The U.S. and Iran traded strikes for a second straight day Thursday after reaching a tenuous ceasefire more than a month ago. While the strikes have increased tensions in the region, they have been more limited compared to the early weeks of the war and negotiations between the U.S. and Iran are ongoing.
Trump's threats on Thursday, while stark, represented his latest verbal escalation in the Iran war. In April, he warned Iran that "a whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again" if it didn't agree to his terms, before extending a ceasefire.



    
        




    




Trump weighs trying to seize Iran's main oil terminal
Kharg Island -- located on the other side of the Persian Gulf from U.S. bases in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia -- is the beating heart of Iran's oil industry, through which 90% of its exports pass. It is important because Iran's coastline is mostly too shallow for tanker ships to dock.
It was unclear how serious Trump was about his threat to seize it. 
"My preference has always been to take Kharg Island," Trump said in an interview Thursday on Fox News. "I don't know that America has the stomach for it to be honest." 
American troops would be vulnerable on Kharg Island because of its close proximity -- about 33 kilometers (21 miles) -- to the Iranian mainland, from which missiles, drones and artillery could be fired.

    
        
    
Trump indicated in the interview that he remains averse to sending U.S. forces into Iran. "We could walk in there tomorrow. We could take soldiers -- I don't want to have boots on the ground. But if I wanted to we could put a small group of soldiers and take over the place."
Trump compared his threat to take over Iran's oil industry to how the U.S. assumed control of Venezuela's oil sector after capturing then-president Nicolas Maduro in January.

    
Iran says US attacks have made ceasefire `meaningless' 
American strikes on Iran that lasted into Thursday morning appeared more intense and widespread than the day before. 
Tehran released little information on the extent of the damage and said it fired back at Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan, as it had the previous day. 
It was the third time this week that back-and-forth strikes have rattled the Middle East. The first involved attacks between Iran and Israel, followed by the two rounds of fire between the U.S. and Iran, which hit countries in the region that host American bases.

    
        
    
Iran's Foreign Ministry said in a statement Thursday that the U.S. attacks had "effectively rendered the ceasefire ... meaningless," without saying it was abandoning it.

    
U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a social media post that the U.S. would extract funds from frozen Iranian accounts to offset the costs of damage to American allies as well as any tolls Iran imposes on ships seeking passage through the Strait of Hormuz.
Beyond the deadlock over the strait, the two sides also remain at odds over Iran's nuclear program, which Tehran insists is peaceful but which the U.S. and Israel fear could be used to build an atomic weapon due to its stockpile of highly enriched uranium. The U.S. and Israel said a major reason they went to war on Feb. 28 was to ensure that Iran would never be able to do that.
Iran has insisted that any deal to end the war must also end fighting in Lebanon between its ally Hezbollah and Israel. But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appears intent on pursuing his goal of destroying the militant group.

    
US strikes Iran and Iran fires back at Gulf states
Central Command said its latest round of airstrikes came "in response to Iran's unwarranted and continued aggression" and targeted "Iranian military surveillance capabilities, communication systems and air defense sites." It did not elaborate on the damage done by the strikes, which it said ended just before sunrise Thursday in Iran.
Explosions from the strikes echoed around Iran's capital, as well as the port city of Bandar Abbas and other southern areas along the Strait of Hormuz. Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard later said sites hit included a manufacturing complex, a military barracks and a local Guard base outside of Tehran.

    
Kuwait closed its airspace for several hours because of the attack, but did not elaborate on any damage. Jordan said it intercepted 20 Iranian missiles fired toward an area that is home to a base hosting U.S. troops, though no one was hurt.
Bahrain's Interior Ministry said an 11-year-old girl was hurt and cars and homes were damaged by debris from interceptions responding to the Iranian attack.
Meanwhile, Israel warned residents in the country's north to seek shelter after the detection of suspected incoming fire from Lebanon, where Israel is fighting the Iran-allied Hezbollah militant group.
U.S. fires on another merchant ship to enforce blockade
The U.S. military's Central Command said Thursday that it struck a Guinea-Bissau-flagged tanker attempting to evade the American blockade on Iranian ports. It said the M/T Jalveer was transporting Iranian oil when it was disabled late Wednesday after its crew failed to obey U.S. orders.
It's the ninth merchant vessel the U.S. military says it disabled to enforce the blockade. 
Three Indian sailors were killed when American forces struck the Palau-flagged M/T Settebello on Tuesday, India's minister overseeing ports and shipping said Thursday on X. 
U.S. Central Command said American forces issued warnings before firing on the ship, which it accused of trying to evade the blockade.
The leader of the International Maritime Organization, a United Nations agency, condemned the attack. 
___

Madhani reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Will Weissert, Collin Binkley, Michelle L. Price and Konstantin Toropin in Washington; Sheikh Saaliq in New Delhi; Munir Ahmed in Islamabad, Victoria Eastwood in Cairo and Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia, contributed to this report.
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    What to know about the stabbing that set off fiery riots in Northern Ireland
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            Police blasted water cannons Wednesday at protesters in Northern Ireland who set small fires and hurled bricks, rocks and bottles at them during a second night of violence over a brutal stabbing on a Belfast street.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vehicles set on fire by protesters burn on Lendrick Street in east Belfast, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, after the arrest of a Sudanese man accused of stabbing a man in the northern part of the city. (PA via AP)]
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            Vehicles set on fire by protesters burn on Lendrick Street in east Belfast, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, after the arrest of a Sudanese man accused of stabbing a man in the northern part of the city. (PA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police attempt to disperse protesters as a fire burns near Newtownabbey, in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, following a stabbing incident on Monday night. (PA via AP)]
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            Police attempt to disperse protesters as a fire burns near Newtownabbey, in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, following a stabbing incident on Monday night. (PA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Police attempt to disperse protesters near Newtownabbey, in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, following a stabbing incident on Monday night. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)]
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[image: Police fire a water cannon towards rioters after they set fire to wheelie bins and removed a garden fence to use as a shield against the water cannon in Newtownabbey, Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday June 10, 2026. (PA via AP)]
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            Police fire a water cannon towards rioters after they set fire to wheelie bins and removed a garden fence to use as a shield against the water cannon in Newtownabbey, Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday June 10, 2026. (PA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man walks down a street after rioting broke out late Tuesday, in east Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, following a stabbing incident. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)]
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            A man walks down a street after rioting broke out late Tuesday, in east Belfast, Northern Ireland, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, following a stabbing incident. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            BRIAN MELLEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LONDON (AP) -- A savage knife attack on a Northern Ireland street set off two nights of fiery riots stoked by anti-migrant rhetoric.
The suspect, a 30-year-old Sudanese man who had claimed asylum in the United Kingdom, has been charged with attempted murder, threatening to kill a second person and carrying a knife. 
Protests over the attack flared into violence in Belfast and several other areas. Masked men set fire to several homes they believed to house immigrants, torched a bus and pelted police with rocks and other objects. 
The government said more than two dozen people lost their homes and 12 police officers were injured in what Northern Ireland Secretary Hilary Benn on Thursday called "racist thuggery." 
Here are some things to know about the attack and its aftermath: 

    
A video captured the stabbing
Hadi Alodid used a kitchen knife to blind Stephen Ogilvie in the left eye and carved deep wounds on his head, face and back, police said. Graphic footage of the stabbing, and the response of passersby who subdued the attacker, spread quickly on social media.
As Alodid was being treated for a hand wound, he threatened to kill a radiologist.
"I've killed someone, I don't know if they are dead," Alodid told medical staff, according to a detective who spoke in court. 
Police have not revealed a motive for the attack but said it's not believed to be terrorism.
Alodid did not enter a plea during a court appearance Wednesday and was ordered held until his next hearing.



    
        




    




Arrest leads to protests and violence
Officials aghast at the crime urged protesters to maintain order and civility, but groups dressed in black hoods and masks threw bricks, rocks and stones at police, set fire to trash bins, and burned vehicles and homes. 
"When the attack happened on Monday night, we knew this would be coming," Twasul Mohammed, a Sudanese refugee who helped families forced from their homes Tuesday, told the BBC. "Everyone is terrified, we are keeping our kids at home."
Violence flared again Wednesday, though on a smaller scale. Police blasted water cannons at protesters outside Belfast who hurled bricks, hunks of stone at them that they had torn from garden walls and patios. Two officers in Carrickfergus were injured by fire bombs, police said.
Politicians from both parts of Northern Ireland's power-sharing government condemned the violence. 

    
        
    
Riots have followed other stabbings in the UK
The violence was reminiscent of riots that swept England and parts of Northern Ireland two years ago after a teen killed three girls and seriously wounded 10 other people in a stabbing rampage at a dance class near Liverpool. 
The Belfast violence broke out a week after protesters clashed with police in the southern England city of Southampton over the sentencing of a man for the fatal stabbing of a university student. 
All three crimes featured Black or Asian suspects and victims who were white. 
The families of the victims all called for peace in the wake of the attacks and said they didn't want violence waged on behalf of their loved ones.

    
Other factors were also at play in whipping up anger.

    
        
    
In the case of the girls killed in Southport in 2024, the suspect was wrongly identified on social media as a Muslim asylum seeker. Even after police said he was a British citizen born in Wales (later revealed to be raised by Christian parents from Rwanda), protests were mostly aimed at migrants and Muslims.

    
Outrage over the Southampton stabbing focused on the fact that police who arrived at what had been reported as a racist assault mistook the victim, Henry Nowak, for the perpetrator. They initially dismissed Nowak's pleas that he had been stabbed and couldn't breathe and handcuffed him as he was dying. 
Vickrum Digwa, who was carrying a ceremonial knife worn by Sikhs but used a longer dagger to stab Nowak, lied to police when he said Nowak attacked him, Judge William Mousley said in sentencing him to life in prison. 
Nigel Farage, leader of the anti-immigration Reform UK party, said Nowak's killing was an example of so-called two-tier policing -- a popular far-right talking point that suggests ethnic minorities are better treated than white people. 
Government officials and police have denied such a bias exists and many experts say policing in Britain favors white people. A report three years ago found the Metropolitan Police, the largest force in the U.K., was riven with institutional racism.

    
Politicians and far right seize on crimes to drive their agenda
Reaction to the stabbings reflects a broader rise in anti-immigrant sentiment in parts of the U.K. and Europe, fueled by political debate over asylum seekers, small-boat crossings and pressure on public services and heightened by often extreme online debate.
Protesters have been called to action on social media by U.K. far-right activists, including Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, also known as Tommy Robinson, and rallied by influential international figures including tech mogul Elon Musk.
Musk tweeted more than 100 times about British politics with a strong focus on Nowak's killing around the time of Digwa's trial and offered to bankroll a private prosecution of the local police force. 

    
U.S. Vice President JD Vance, in a post on X, blamed Nowak's killing on "the mass invasion of migrants, many of whom despise the West and the people who love it."
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer snapped back at Musk and Vance, criticizing people "trying to interfere in our democracy and seeking to stir up division on our streets."
Mark Rowley, the head of London's Metropolitan Police, said online misinformation and disinformation is "right at the center of the challenges for us with public disorder."
Some blame the open border between Ireland and Northern Ireland
Some political figures pointed to the largely open border between Northern Ireland, which is part of the U.K., and the Republic of Ireland, where the suspect arrived in Dublin from Paris before heading north. 

The border is a sensitive political issue. Allowing the free flow of people is a major pillar of the peace process that largely ended decades of violence known as "The Troubles." The conflict involving Irish Republican and British Loyalist militants and U.K. security forces left almost 3,600 people dead before a 1998 peace accord.
___
Associated Press writer Jill Lawless in London contributed to this report.
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    The Latest: Iran and US exchange fire for second day as hostilities escalate in Mideast region




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This is a locator map for the Gulf Cooperation Council member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo)]
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            This is a locator map for the Gulf Cooperation Council member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo)
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            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Iran retaliated against U.S. air and cruise missile strikes as hostilities escalated Thursday with attacks against Kuwait and Bahrain in renewed fighting after U.S. President Donald Trump warned that Tehran would "pay the price" for stalled negotiations.
The exchange came shortly after the U.S. launched a second round of airstrikes overnight Thursday. Bahrain is the headquarters of the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet.
The new assault across multiple Iranian cities came as efforts to negotiate an end the war appeared to have stalled, with Iran insisting it would maintain its grip on the Strait of Hormuz. Talks have also faltered because of Israel's attacks against the Iranian-allied Hezbollah militant group in Lebanon. On Monday, Iran and Israel targeted each other. 
In a first exchange of missile fire from Iran and airstrikes by the U.S. on Wednesday, Iranian missiles were launched at missiles at Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan. Those came in the wake of American strikes in reprisal for the shooting down of a U.S. helicopter in the strait.

    
The U.S. Central Command said it completed its latest round of airstrikes just before the sun rose Thursday in Iran. It said the strikes targeted military surveillance, communications and air defense sites and were carried out by the U.S. Air Force, Marines and Navy. It did not elaborate on the damage done by the strikes.



    
        




    




Explosions from the strikes echoed around Iran's capital, Tehran, as well as in the port city of Bandar Abbas and other southern areas along the strait.

    
        
    
Here's the latest:
 Iran's Foreign Ministry issued a statement Thursday saying the U.S. attacks had "effectively rendered the ceasefire ... meaningless," without saying it was abandoning it.
Iran's says US attacks have rendered ceasefire meaningless
Iran's Foreign Ministry issued a statement Thursday saying the U.S. attacks had "effectively rendered the ceasefire ... meaningless," without saying it was abandoning it.

    
Pakistan expresses concern over tensions
Pakistan on Thursday expressed deep concern over rising tensions between the United States and Iran and urged both sides to adhere to a ceasefire understanding, saying Islamabad would continue efforts to promote dialogue and diplomacy.
"Pakistan reaffirms its support for the peaceful resolution of all outstanding issues," Foreign Ministry spokesman Tahir Andrabi told a news briefing in Islamabad.

    
        
    
India says 3 Indian mariners killed on tanker hit by US military
An Indian official says three Indian mariners were killed on board a tanker targeted by the U.S. military over allegedly violating America's blockade on Iran.
Indian Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal announced the three mariners' killing on X in the attack on the Palau-flagged tanker Settebello.
"Sadly, three Indian seafarers initially reported missing are now confirmed dead after two bodies were recovered," he wrote. It wasn't clear where the third body was.
The U.S. military's Central Command had accused the Settebello of having "violated the ongoing blockade by attempting to transport oil from Iran." It fired into the ship's engine room to stop it.

    
Kuwait closes its airspaces as it intercepts incoming fire
 Kuwait says it has closed its airspace over ongoing Iranian attacks and said flights were being diverted to alternative airports, without elaborating.
Flights had been circling outside of Kuwait for some time before the announcement after it said its air defenses were firing.
Kuwait International Airport had taken a direct Iranian hit in recent days, which killed one person and wounded dozens.
Kuwaiti air defenses fire at incoming missiles, Bahrain sounds alerts

Kuwait's military said its air defenses were firing Thursday morning after Iran threatened retaliation for U.S. airstrikes overnight. Bahrain separately sounded its missile alert sirens in the island kingdom that hosts the U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet headquarters.
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    Feds won't seek death penalty in plea deal with man accused of killing top Minnesota Democrat




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A photo of Mark and Melissa Hortman is displayed during their funeral service inside the sanctuary at the Basilica of St. Mary's in Minneapolis on June 28, 2025. (Alex Kormann/Star Tribune via AP, Pool, File)]
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            GENE JOHNSON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        U.S. prosecutors said Wednesday they will not seek the death penalty as part of a plea agreement with the man charged in the political assassinations of the top Democrat in the Minnesota House along with her husband, as well as the attempted murders of a state senator and his wife.
The defendant, Vance Boelter, was scheduled for a change-of-plea hearing Thursday morning in federal court in Minneapolis.
"The Attorney General has authorized and directed the government not to seek the death penalty against Defendant Vance Luther Boelter in accordance with the terms delineated in a proposed plea agreement," assistant U.S. attorneys Bradley M. Endicott and Matthew D. Forbes wrote in a letter to the court Wednesday.
The Justice Department had said earlier in the week that it decided not to pursue the death penalty. While the Trump administration has pushed for greater use of capital punishment, there were questions about whether Boelter's case would qualify for it.

    
Boelter's attorneys did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment. The court filing did not detail the terms of the plea agreement.



    
        




    




Former Minnesota House Speaker Melissa Hortman and her husband, Mark Hortman, and state Sen. John Hoffman and his wife, Yvette Hoffman, were shot by a man who came to their doors in the early hours of June 14, 2025, disguised as a police officer and driving a fake squad car. The Hortmans' golden retriever was so gravely injured that he had to be euthanized.

    
        
    
Boelter, 58, was captured near his home in rural Green Isle late the next day after what prosecutors have called the largest search for a suspect in Minnesota history. He faces federal and state murder, attempted murder and other charges. His state case has been on hold pending the resolution of his federal charges.
Minnesota abolished capital punishment in 1911 and has never had a federal death penalty case. 

    
Daniel Borgertpoepping, a spokesperson for the Hennepin County Attorney's Office, said the federal plea deal would not affect Boelter's state charges.

    
        
    
Under federal law, to obtain the death penalty against Boelter, prosecutors would have to show he committed the killings during another "crime of violence." Boelter's underlying charge was that he stalked the victims.
A federal judge in New York earlier this year barred prosecutors from seeking the death penalty against Luigi Mangione in the killing of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson, ruling that stalking doesn't count as a violent crime. 
Prosecutors have called the attacks on the Minnesota politicians political. When they announced the federal indictment in July, they released a rambling handwritten letter they say Boelter wrote to FBI Director Kash Patel in which he confessed to the shootings. However, the letter didn't make clear why he targeted the Hortmans or the Hoffmans.
In some messages to media, Boelter referenced a vague and cryptic "investigation" he had been carrying out, sometimes suggesting it was about the COVID-19 vaccine.
Friends described Boelter as an evangelical Christian and occasional preacher and missionary, who held politically conservative views and had been struggling to find work.

    
When Minnesota's legislative session convened in February, Hoffman got a warm welcome as he walked up the stairs into the Senate chamber. He said in a lawsuit filed against Boelter in April that his left arm and hand likely would never fully recover, and that he also had permanent injuries to his digestive and urinary systems. 

Yvette Hoffman was left with permanent physical weakness, the lawsuit said, while their adult daughter, Hope Hoffman, who was there and called 911 but was not shot, suffered severe psychological trauma.
___
Johnson reported from Seattle. Former AP reporter Steve Karnowski in Minneapolis contributed.
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    Transcripts show grand jurors dismissed for disagreeing with case against 'Broadview Six'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Attorney Andrew Boutros gestures at the Dirksen U.S. Courthouse, Friday, April 3, 2026, in Chicago. (E. Jason Wambsgans/Chicago Tribune via AP)]
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            By 
            HANNAH MEISEL/Capitol News Illinois

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        In the days following a marked escalation in the Trump administration's "Operation Midway Blitz" mass deportation campaign in early October -- including the shooting of a U.S. citizen by a federal immigration agent and the National Guard's deployment to Chicago -- a panel of grand jurors gathered once again behind closed doors in the Dirksen Federal Courthouse.
That particular group was nearing the end of its 18-month grand jury service, which began in June 2024, and had so far spent hundreds of hours hearing evidence brought by various federal prosecutors and signing off on indictments. Assistant U.S. Attorney Sheri Mecklenburg, a near two-decade veteran of the Department of Justice, had appeared in front of that grand jury enough times to develop a sort of bond with the group.
That bond, she told the grand jurors on Oct. 9, 2025, led her to ask her superiors if she could wait to present "a very interesting case" to them.

    
"I said I want to go in front of the Thursday grand jury because I know you and I trust you, and you know me and you trust me, and I would never ask you to charge somebody if I didn't think there was probable cause," Mecklenburg told the grand jury. "And you know you've asked me before, 'Well, what about this person?' And I said, 'I don't charge people unless I'm absolutely sure.'"



    
        




    




With that, Mecklenburg introduced the case against a group of Democratic activists, local elected officials and candidates that would come to be known as the "Broadview Six."

    
        
    
But the afternoon did not go smoothly, as laid out in grand jury transcripts released Tuesday in an extremely rare move as part of an inquiry into how the now-imploded case came to be in the first place.
Mecklenburg and her partner, newly minted Assistant U.S. Attorney Matthew Skiba, played video footage for the grand jury from a protest two weeks prior outside of a federal immigration facility in Chicago's near-west suburb of Broadview. During the demonstration on the morning of Sept. 26, 2025, a U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement vehicle advanced toward the ICE facility, driving slowly through the crowd, which responded by closing in on the SUV and banging on its sides. The encounter left the vehicle with broken windshield wipers and the word "PIG" scratched into its side, the grand jury was told.

    
But during that first session, grand jurors declined to indict the six protesters at the end of their session, handing up a rare "no bill" indicating members of the grand jury did not believe prosecutors presented enough evidence to establish probable cause for a crime.

    
        
    
Nevertheless, Mecklenburg and Skiba appeared in front of the grand jury again the next Thursday, Oct. 16, 2025. She began the afternoon session telling grand jurors that she "did not do my job" the previous week and didn't explain the law "well enough" to secure an indictment.
Not long into the presentation, however, one grand juror made clear their feelings on having to hear the same case again.
"I heard this case like last week and I thought it was a crock of s-- then and I still think it is," the grand juror said.

    
Mecklenburg then dismissed the grand juror, telling them to "have a good evening."
Prior to that exchange, transcripts show another grand juror asked the prosecutors if they had "unlimited tries" to bring the case for indictment by the grand jury. Mecklenburg portrayed confidence that they were "going to be just fine," and Skiba joked that, "I think the saying is the second time is the charm."
But it would, in fact, take three tries before the grand jury ultimately indicted the group on Oct. 23.

    
Case collapse
U.S. District Judge April Perry OK'd the release of the grand jury transcripts nearly three weeks after the case fell apart in dramatic fashion in her courtroom just days before it was set to go to trial.
Lawyers for the protesters had been pushing to see the transcripts for months, but their calls got louder in March after prosecutors suddenly dropped all charges against two of the six defendants in the face of pressure to clarify the indictment.
Then in late April, on the same day Perry called a hearing to ask prosecutors for the unredacted transcripts, prosecutors made another surprise announcement: They'd decided to drop the felony conspiracy charge. While defense attorneys framed it as a win for their clients, they also suggested the feds' move was a strategic way to avoid having to hand over unredacted grand jury transcripts.
In the days leading up to the four remaining defendants' rare federal misdemeanor trial in late May, defense attorneys made a final plea for Perry to review the grand jury transcripts. And after she did, the consequences came swiftly.
After a closed-door hearing in which the judge rebuked prosecutors for both apparent misconduct in front of the grand jury and for having previously obscured parts of the transcripts that would have revealed the misconduct earlier, she canceled the trial.

    
According to minutes of that May 21 sealed hearing, Perry characterized Mecklenburg's opening statement urging trust of the case as "putting her personal credibility and trustworthiness on the line in support of the charges" -- also known as improper prosecutorial vouching.
That same day, U.S. Attorney Andrew Boutros, President Trump's highest-ranking deputy in Chicago, took the extraordinary step of appearing in Perry's courtroom, moving to drop the remaining charges and taking responsibility for the alleged prosecutorial misconduct. Soon after, Mecklenburg was fired from her new job while other cases she'd previously overseen have come into question.
And Boutros has locked into a public battle with those who have called for his resignation, including Democratic members of Illinois' congressional delegation, and those who have launched serious criticisms of his leadership, including more than 100 former federal prosecutors from the Northern District of Illinois.
In an open letter published Monday, 111 signatories, including two of Boutros' predecessors who've held the job of Chicago's top federal prosecutor, bemoaned that in the 14 months since Boutros was confirmed as U.S. attorney, "actions taken by leadership ... have tarnished the reputation" of the office.
The letter alleged that "once-forbidden political considerations are infecting prosecutorial decisions" and urged Boutros to develop "the courage to stand above and apart from political fealty." The accusations come just a few days after defense attorneys filed a motion seeking any possible evidence of pressure from White House officials on the U.S. attorney's office in Chicago to secure an indictment in the case.
In response, Boutros shot back in a social media statement boasting that in his time as U.S. attorney, his office has dramatically increased the number of indictments over previous years, despite the extraordinary turnover in prosecutors leaving the office.
"In every metric, we've vigorously brought the full weight of this Office and the federal government against dangerous criminals and serious fraudsters who previously got a pass," Boutros wrote. "That's because irrespective of factionalism, tribalism, or politics, the duty of a prosecutor is to charge good cases against worthy targets and to bring enough cases to discourage the public from committing crimes and to incapacitate specific offenders from re-offending."
The U.S. attorney also claimed that when he began his job in April 2025, he "found an Office that was not well," having "fallen to last place in virtually every metric tracked by the Department of Justice and the federal courts," including indictments per prosecutor, charged defendants per prosecutor, criminal cases per federal judge and case processing time.
But Boutros did not address the ethical concerns voiced by the 111 former federal prosecutors who signed the letter, including their claims that the "special report" the U.S. attorney's office published last week that revealed Boutros had spoken to the Broadview Six grand jury "raises more questions than answers."
"He took the extraordinary step of questioning the grand jurors about whether they were 'struggling' with immigration cases after they had previously rejected charges in the Broadview Six case," the letter read. "The message he delivered effectively signaled that the head of the U.S. Attorney's Office is unhappy with us and we did something wrong. That message is inappropriate."
Dismissed grand jurors
The transcripts released Tuesday didn't include Boutros' approximately four-minute speech to the grand jury at the beginning of their Oct. 23, 2025, session, but Mecklenburg's first recorded remarks echoed them.
"If you still feel like you are operating from feelings that prevent you from deliberating fairly with your fellow Grand Jurors and from applying the facts -- the law to the facts here, then tell your fellow Grand Jurors that you can't deliberate," she admonished.
Mecklenburg then launched into a public acknowledgment of having talked to two grand jurors outside of the grand jury room prior to the beginning of the session, which she said "I'm not supposed to do."
In both cases, she claimed the grand jurors apologized to her for their comments the previous week. It's unclear whether either of the men Mecklenburg referenced were the same grand jurors she dismissed during the Oct. 16, 2025, session.
"The Grand Juror apologized to me from last week, and I told the Grand Juror that I accepted his apology," Mecklenburg said of a grand juror she ran into in the elevator. "I wasn't mad. I understand people have feelings. The Grand Juror said at that time that he did have feelings, and he's sure that he's right, but he shouldn't have walked out the way he did."
Transcripts from that previous week's session detail both dismissals.
Before characterizing the case as "a crock of s--," the same grand juror asked Mecklenburg if she was "actually presenting any new actual facts or just a different viewpoint on your side?"
The prosecutor responded that she was "feeling the skepticism already" and asked the grand juror whether they were "going to be able to listen with an open mind," urging them to "tell me the truth."
"I -- no," the grand juror replied.
"Okay," Mecklenburg said. "Then you have to go."
Later, another grand juror told Mecklenburg, "I don't think I can vote" on the indictment.
In contrast to her earlier dismissal of the other grand juror, Mecklenburg merely said, "Okay," and then asked the foreperson if the grand jury would still have 16 members after the second departure, the minimum number of grand jurors needed for a quorum.
In his May 21 appearance in front of Perry, Boutros said he was aware of Mecklenburg's dismissal of grand jurors at the time, telling the judge that "as soon as I became aware of it, I called off that grand jury session," he said.
Indeed, the Oct. 16, 2025 session's transcript ends abruptly in the middle of testimony from the ICE employee who drove the SUV into the crowd of protesters.
But Boutros claimed that he was unaware of Mecklenburg's alleged prosecutorial vouching nor her communications with grand jurors outside the grand jury room until late April. When he found out, he said, he made the decision to drop the felony conspiracy charge.
'It was not luck'
From the beginning, grand jurors made clear their doubts about the case. During the first session on Oct. 9, 2025, members of the grand jury only heard from an FBI agent, and not the ICE employee who drove the SUV.
"Couldn't he have stopped?" one asked, to which Mecklenburg reminded the grand jury of an FBI agent's testimony to the group that the driver, an ICE employee, was "afraid to stop" for fear of the crowd breaking the vehicle's windows and pulling him out.
"So if the person comes and stands in front of my car, do I have the right to drive against him?" a grand juror asked a little later, sparking a back-and-forth with Mecklenburg.
"We are not going -- we don't need to address that today because it didn't happen," she said. "It did not happen that he drove into any of them such that any of them were actually knocked over, hit."
When the grand juror retorted that the reason no one was injured was "just luck," Mecklenburg vehemently disagreed.
"No, it wasn't luck. Oh, no, it wasn't -- sir, it was not luck," she said. "It was his calmness and his judgment to drive as slowly as possible as he could and not hit anybody. It wasn't just luck," she said, according to the transcript.
Later this week, Perry is also likely to release the portion of the Oct. 9, 2025, grand jury transcript in which that FBI agent testified. The judge said she "was a little surprised" to see the agent's testimony included in the parties joint filing Friday laying out the redactions they agreed to.
"The FBI agent is laying out the government's case against you," Perry said during Tuesday morning's hearing. "If it's released, it's out there in the world forever."
Without making explicit reference to it, the judge alluded to Boutros' statements in open court late last month just moments after he said his office would be dropping the entire case -- a few days before it was set for trial.
Though the U.S. attorney took responsibility for the apparent prosecutorial misconduct from his deputies on the case, Boutros also said the just-cleared defendants' alleged actions were "unacceptable in a civilized society." At the time, Perry told Boutros that he was "significantly undercutting your mea culpa here by standing behind the charges and continuing to vilify these particular defendants."
The former prosecutors' Monday letter characterized Boutros statement that day of violating "DOJ protocol and basic considerations of fairness" and criticizing his office-wide email that was quickly obtained by the Chicago Tribune.
"By portraying the episode as a courageous effort by individual prosecutors, himself, and top supervisors, and by reaffirming his personal belief that a crime was committed, it sent an entirely wrong message to impressionable and inexperienced AUSAs," the letter said.
On Tuesday, Perry warned that the agent's testimony "will perhaps be used" against the former defendants "if the government continues to persist that crime was well-founded and charges were just."

But defense attorneys said they were in favor of releasing the FBI agent's testimony, while Terence Campbell, a lawyer for Andre Martin, one of the Broadview Six defendants, even advocated for the release of audio recordings from the grand jury proceedings.
"Let's release the audio," he said. "Let's let everyone hear what was said."
"Let's start with the transcript," Perry replied.
___
This story was originally published by Capitol News Illinois and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    The man accused of killing a top Minnesota Democratic lawmaker and her husband is due to change plea




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A photo of Mark and Melissa Hortman is displayed during their funeral service inside the sanctuary at the Basilica of St. Mary's in Minneapolis on June 28, 2025. (Alex Kormann/Star Tribune via AP, Pool, File)]
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[image: This booking photo provided by the Hennepin County Sheriff's Office shows Vance Boelter in Green Isle, Minn., on June 16, 2025. (Hennepin County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)]
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[image: This courtroom sketch shows Vance Boelter, who is charged with killing the top Democrat in the Minnesota House and her husband and wounding a state senator and his wife, appears at federal court in Minneapolis on Aug. 7, 2025. (Cedric Hohnstadt via AP, File)]
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            This courtroom sketch shows Vance Boelter, who is charged with killing the top Democrat in the Minnesota House and her husband and wounding a state senator and his wife, appears at federal court in Minneapolis on Aug. 7, 2025. (Cedric Hohnstadt via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The man charged in the political assassinations of the top Democrat in the Minnesota House and her husband, as well as the attempted murders of a state senator and his wife, is due to appear in federal court Thursday to change his not-guilty plea, after federal prosecutors said they would not seek the death penalty against him.
The U.S. attorney's office in Minneapolis notified the court Wednesday that the Justice Department would not seek the death penalty against Vance Boelter in accordance with a proposed plea agreement. Boelter's attorneys did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment. The court filing did not detail the terms of the plea agreement.
Former Minnesota House Speaker Melissa Hortman and her husband, Mark Hortman, and state Sen. John Hoffman and his wife, Yvette Hoffman, were shot by a man who came to their doors in the early hours of June 14, 2025, disguised as a police officer and driving a fake squad car. The Hortmans' golden retriever was so gravely injured that he had to be euthanized.

    
Boelter, 58, was captured near his home in rural Green Isle late the next day after what prosecutors have called the largest search for a suspect in Minnesota history. He faces federal and state murder, attempted murder and other charges. His state case has been on hold pending the resolution of his federal charges.



    
        




    




Minnesota abolished capital punishment in 1911 and has never had a federal death penalty case. Daniel Borgertpoepping, a spokesperson for the Hennepin County Attorney's Office, said the federal plea deal would not affect Boelter's state charges.

    
        
    
While the Trump administration has pushed for greater use of capital punishment, there were questions about whether Boelter's case would qualify for the death penalty under federal law.
Prosecutors have called the shootings political. When they announced the federal indictment in July, they released a rambling handwritten letter they say Boelter wrote to FBI Director Kash Patel in which he confessed to the attacks. However, the letter didn't make clear why he targeted the Hortmans or the Hoffmans.

    
In some messages to media, Boelter referenced a vague and cryptic "investigation" he had been carrying out, sometimes suggesting it was about the COVID-19 vaccine.

    
        
    
Friends described Boelter as an evangelical Christian and occasional preacher and missionary, who held politically conservative views and had been struggling to find work.
John Hoffman said in a lawsuit filed against Boelter in April that his left arm and hand likely would never fully recover, and that he also had permanent injuries to his digestive and urinary systems. 

Yvette Hoffman was left with permanent physical weakness, the lawsuit said, while their adult daughter, Hope Hoffman, who was there and called 911 but was not shot, suffered severe psychological trauma.
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    Trump has a new, surprising take on the higher cost of living: 'I love the inflation'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            President Donald Trump called the latest inflation numbers "great," insisting prices will "come down like a rock" once the war with Iran ends. He also claimed for the first time that U.S. forces are moving millions of barrels of oil nightly through the Strait of Hormuz.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tomatoes await customers on the shelves of a supermarket in New York on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Sedensky)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Tomatoes await customers on the shelves of a supermarket in New York on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Sedensky)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A motorist fills up the vehicle's gas tank at a gas station in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Monday, June 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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            A motorist fills up the vehicle's gas tank at a gas station in Buffalo Grove, Ill., Monday, June 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JOSH BOAK

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump on Wednesday showed how he had learned to stop worrying about inflation and simply, in his own words, "love" it.
Asked about the new report that the consumer price index in May had jumped 4.2% over the last year, the president took a surprisingly optimistic tack with the challenging news. Trump didn't dismiss the affordability issue as a "hoax" that was started by Democrats, as he has done previously. Nor did he claim that he was bringing down the cost of living.
Instead, after the government said that inflation spiked to the highest level since April 2023, Trump praised the numbers.
"You know what I really love?" Trump said. "I love the inflation."
It was an unexpected take given that voters ahead of the November midterm elections have ranked the economy as a top concern -- and have given Trump low marks on that issue. Within minutes of his on-camera comment, Democrats quickly rushed to promote it on social media.

    
Trump had pledged in his 2024 campaign to quickly vanquish inflation, but his argument now is that higher prices are solely a function of the Iran war raising energy costs. On Wednesday, he claimed that relief is already on its way because of a secret military operation that had ferried what he said was 100 million barrels of oil through the Strait of Hormuz, the primary shipping channel for 20% of the world's global oil supply that has been effectively closed by the war since late February.



    
        




    




"Trump really said, 'I love the inflation.' On camera. For all of America to hear," Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer quickly posted on X. "His contempt for you knows no bounds."

    
        
    
House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries said on X that with Trump's stated love of inflation, "We finally found something that Donald Trump loves as much as he loves himself."
Rep. Emilia Sykes, D-Ohio, quickly pressed Energy Secretary Chris Wright at a hearing about whether he, too, loved inflation.

    
"Do you love inflation?" Sykes asked.
"I love ending Iran's ability to have a nuclear weapon," Wright answered. He only conceded after being pressed: "No, I would prefer lower inflation."
When asked about Trump's specific comments, Wright said, "He's an entertaining, hyperbolic guy who's done tremendous leadership."
Trump claimed the secretive shipments were why oil prices had fallen below $90 a barrel, after surpassing $110 at the start of April.
"I'm just announcing today for the first time, but we've been taking out millions of barrels of oil, millions of barrels every night," Trump said.
On social media, the president said the mission began last month and had "resulted in more than 100 MILLION Barrels of Oil making its way through the Strait, and into the Open Market. More than 200 Commercial Ships have safely traveled through the Strait." There was no immediate data available to back up that total, and it was not immediately clear what role the U.S. military had played.
To put that figure into context, a daily average of 20 million barrels of oil had gone through the strait before the war, which would mean that Trump's mission had resulted in the equivalent of five days' worth of normal oil shipments.

    
Responding to the new inflation report, the White House pointed out that some expenses had dropped in May relative to the previous month: the price of new vehicles, prescription drugs and auto insurance, for example. But when the overall inflation number is paired with the change in hourly wages, there is a bleak sign that people's spending power relative to their earnings has declined.
"President Trump has consistently maintained that oil and gas prices -- and thus overall inflation -- will plummet once the Iran situation is resolved, and the administration will continue pushing our affordability agenda to enable Americans to keep more of their hard-earned money," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in an email.

But the financial markets were cautious about Trump's claims that he was lowering prices by getting oil tankers through the strait -- claims that came as the United States also launched airstrikes against Iran, and as Tehran fired back at countries in the region. 
U.S. crude oil futures climbed roughly 4% on Wednesday, closing at nearly $92 a barrel.
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    Nancy Mace's unpredictable career is up in the air after finishing last in South Carolina primary




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., takes questions from reporters following a South Carolina gubernatorial GOP candidate debate on April 1, in Newberry, S.C. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)]
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[image: President Donald Trump embraces Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., as he arrives to address a joint session of Congress at the Capitol in Washington, March 4, 2025. (Win McNamee/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., leaves the speaker's office at the Capitol in Washington, Feb. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)]
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            JEFFREY COLLINS and MEG KINNARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- After a decade of roiling South Carolina and national politics, Rep. Nancy Mace finished a distant fifth in her state's Republican primary for governor, leaving an uncertain future for one of the nation's unabashed politicians.
Her campaign mirrored her whipsaw career. Mace courted the support of President Donald Trump after harshly criticizing him over the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. She emphasized her fights with other Republicans to release files from the Jeffrey Epstein investigation. 
In the final days before Tuesday's primary, she called for a law to prevent anyone not born in the U.S. from holding political office or serving as a judge. She suggested that Rom Reddy, another candidate for governor, wasn't qualified because he was a naturalized citizen whose mother was from India and father from Italy.

    
"I didn't come out of a slum in India," Mace said during an appearance in Greenville County this month. "I am born and made here in America."
By the end of her campaign, she was only making sporadic public appearances. She struggled to raise money and had no presence on television. Mace mostly communicated through social media -- a place she has used to her advantage since first being elected to the South Carolina House in 2017.


Mace didn't give an indication of her next plans in her concession speech Tuesday night, although she posted Wednesday on social media that she was "headed back to the private sector" at the end of her current House term. She is backing Alan Wilson in the runoff for governor, even though just last year she accused Wilson of protecting child sex abuse defendants.

    
        
    
"When children needed him to act, Wilson looked the other way," she said.
Wilson will face Lt. Gov. Pamela Evette in the runoff on June 23. Evette received Trump's endorsement, spurring Mace to lash out on social media. 
"Pamela Evette is NOT ENDORSED by DONALD TRUMP," Mace wrote, incorrectly. "Do not believe her LIES." Mace posted an AI-generated image of herself posing with Trump. 

    
Where does Mace stand with Trump?
Mace's history with Trump goes back a decade, and, like many Republicans, it's had its ups and downs.
She worked as a field director on Trump's 2016 campaign, and he endorsed her first congressional run in 2020, albeit after she won the Republican nomination. 
But their rapport fractured as soon as Mace got to Washington. After the freshman House member sought to hold Trump accountable for Jan. 6 and said his "entire legacy" had been "wiped out," he labeled Mace as "crazy" and solicited primary challengers to take her on. Trump endorsed and campaigned for one of them, but Mace -- with future Trump co-campaign manager Chris LaCivita as her media consultant -- won anyway, and Trump went on to support her general election bid.
As Trump sought to return to the White House in 2024, Mace didn't endorse him over former South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley until a day before the New Hampshire primary.
Mace lauded Trump during a primetime Republican National Convention speech and, after winning her own reelection, branded herself as "Trump in high heels" during the early days of her gubernatorial campaign.

    
But another fracture was on the horizon. This spring, while angling for Trump's endorsement, Mace was among several Republicans who joined congressional Democrats to force the Justice Department to release files related to Jeffrey Epstein. 
Trump went on to back Evette, saying she had "never wavered" in her support of him. Evette had endorsed Trump early in the 2024 campaign.
Four congressional Republicans were part of the initial group pushing for a discharge petition forcing the files' release. Mace and Rep. Thomas Massie lost their races, and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene resigned in January. 
In a lengthy statement posted after her Tuesday loss, Mace said she had "taken on the rich and powerful in both parties" and "voted to release the Epstein files and lost some support for that."

    
From Waffle House to The Citadel to Congress
Mace dropped out of high school and worked as a server at the Waffle House before getting her diploma. She later attended The Citadel and became the first woman to graduate from the state's military academy. And in recent years, she talked about the importance of defending victims of sexual assault and shared stories of being raped as a teen.
After her political career began in the South Carolina House, Mace got wide praise from Republicans in 2020 for winning back a U.S. House seat around Charleston that had flipped to Democrats for one term.

"For those folks that are out there today that maybe weren't with us yesterday, I'm asking for a chance -- a chance to prove to you that I will be a compassionate leader, a good listener, an independent thinker," Mace said then.
___
Kinnard reported from Washington. Bill Barrow contributed from Atlanta. 
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    $60M and 7 federal agencies required to stage Trump's UFC fight at White House




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers continue building the stage for a future UFC fight on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, June 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]
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[image: Workers continue building the cage for a future UFC fight on the South Lawn in front of the White House, Friday, June 5, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Allison Robbert)]
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            By 
            JESSE BEDAYN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        President Donald Trump's planned UFC fight on the White House's South Lawn has required a monumental effort from more than seven federal agencies, hundreds of staff working onsite daily and at least $60 million, according to a legal filing that offers a glimpse into the preparations. 
The event is part of the 250th anniversary of America's founding, and is scheduled for the weekend with the main attraction -- seven mixed martial arts matches -- on Sunday. 
That is, if a judge doesn't halt the proceedings, which is sought by two Virginia residents in a federal lawsuit against the National Park Service, which oversees the South Lawn. 
The agency filed a rebuff of the request Tuesday in court, and, in it, laid out the operations for the event.
"Well over $60 million and tens of thousands of hours of labor have been expended," the document read, adding that the money came from the UFC and groups affiliated with it. 

    
The Octagon 
It's the eight-sided cage that surrounds the sometimes bloodied combatants and sits at the center of the constructed arena on the South Lawn. 
The arena is expected to hold 4,000 spectators, with another 120,000 visitors -- who swung tickets from an online lottery -- anticipated to watch from the nearby Ellipse.
The installation began May 20, and the Secret Service worked with the UFC to screen between 20 and 30 trucks of equipment -- as well as between "700 and 900" staff -- that came in daily for the installation. 
The document did not specify the extent of government resources spent on the project, but said seven agencies, including Homeland Security and the Federal Aviation Administration, have "allocated significant resources and manpower."



    
        




    




The schedule 
It'll kick off Saturday with a ceremonial weigh-in at the Ellipse, followed by a concert by country musicians The Zac Brown Band. 
A UFC Freedom 250 Fan Fest will be ongoing through the weekend, with "interactive experiences," live shows, celebrity appearances, "exclusive on-stage moments," meet and greets, live music and interviews with the athletes. 
Sunday night is when the seven bouts kick off. At the close, Trump is scheduled to fly to France for the G7 summit.
Disassembly of the installations will begin the next day, and they are expected to be entirely removed by June 23.

    
        
    
The athletes' Epsom salt baths
There are 14 athletes competing, and their training is rigorous. 
Preparations start months in advance, working toward more intense weight cutting and diet alteration in the final week that can include fasting, extreme sauna use and hot Epsom salt baths.
They could be shaving as many as 20 pounds before weigh-ins, which are designed to keep the competition fair between similarly weighted combatants.

    
Lawsuit calls it 'corrupt'
It was filed Saturday by the Public Integrity Project on behalf of the two Virginia residents and argues that Trump's authorization of the event violated National Park Service regulations prohibiting sporting events on federal parklands. 
One of the attorneys, Brendan Ballou, characterized it as a "corrupt use of our most sacred national monuments for private gain." 
The National Park Service pushed back on that claim, but also detailed the event's preparations to make a point. 

"All these hopes could be dashed at the very last moment," it read, "by the whim of two people who believe they have superior taste and want to spoil the event for everyone else." 
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    Knicks complete record rally from 29 points down and beat Spurs 107-106 for 3-1 NBA Finals lead
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            Massive crowds filled streets in Manhattan after the NBA New York Knicks completed a record comeback, defeating the San Antonio Spurs 107-106 in Game 4 of the NBA Finals. The Knicks now lead the Finals 3-1.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks center Mitchell Robinson (23) and guard Josh Hart (3) celebrate after Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) embraces forward Og Anunoby after Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns, right, and San Antonio Spurs guard Stephon Castle (5) battle for the ball during the second half of Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) and San Antonio Spurs forward Keldon Johnson (3) battle for the ball during the second half of Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            New York Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (11) and San Antonio Spurs forward Keldon Johnson (3) battle for the ball during the second half of Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks fans celebrate during a watch party inside Central Park during Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the Knicks and the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]
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            BRIAN MAHONEY

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A record-breaking comeback, capped off by what could go down as a legendary play.
The long road back to the top of the NBA is almost complete for the New York Knicks, and the step they took Wednesday night was unforgettable.
The Knicks came from 29 points down and moved to the brink of their first championship since 1973 by beating the San Antonio Spurs 107-106 in Game 4 of the finals on OG Anunoby's tip-in with 1.2 seconds remaining.
"That has to be the most iconic shot in the history of New York basketball," Knicks coach Mike Brown said.
It's certainly high on the list -- as high as Anunoby leaped when Jalen Brunson's long 3-point shot bounced off the front of the rim, with his right hand stretching high to softly flick it in. 
"Right hand from God," Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns said.
The Knicks, who have just two titles in their 80-year history and hadn't even been to the NBA Finals since 1999, have a 3-1 lead and three chances to win the best-of-seven series -- starting with Game 5 on Saturday night in San Antonio.
It looked impossible early, when the Spurs rolled to a 27-point halftime lead. But Brunson helped bring the Knicks back with 36 points and Anunoby finished with 33.

    
The Knicks weathered a playoff storm
No team had come from more than 24 points down in a finals game, when Boston did it against the Lakers in 2008, since the NBA began keeping detailed play-by-play for all four quarters in 1997. The Spurs led 81-52 in the third quarter.
"We're a resilient group. We've been through a lot," Anunoby said. "We've come back plenty of times when we're behind. Just staying with it, weathering the storm, not being too down or angry or frustrated."
The only bigger comeback on record in any playoff game was 31 points by the Los Angeles Clippers against Golden State in Game 2 of a first-round series in 2019.



    
        




    




"You look at it when you're down 29 of, 'OK, let's get it to 20.' There's three minutes left in the third quarter, we're down 18, you're thinking, 'Let's get it to 10," forward Josh Hart said.

    
        
    
"In the fourth quarter, you're like, this is winning time. Anything can happen."
And it did.

    
The Spurs started out awesome but then were awful
The Knicks had their 13-game winning streak snapped in Game 3 and seemed headed for a second straight defeat throughout the first half, when Victor Wembanyama and the Spurs opened the biggest halftime lead by a visiting team in the finals.
But the young Spurs, who made 11 of their first 16 3-pointers, went cold in the second half, going 3 for 17 behind the arc as the Knicks outscored them 58-30.
"We got on our heels -- we missed some shots," Spurs coach Mitch Johnson said. "It's disappointing, to say the least."
Delirious fans inside Madison Square Garden sang along to Journey's "Don't Stop Believin'" a few minutes after watching something that seemed almost impossible.
Wembanyama had 24 points and 13 rebounds but shot just 9 for 25 from the field. 
Road teams had won the first three games, only the second time that had happened in the finals. San Antonio was well on its way to making it 4 for 4.

    
Knicks scrap watch party and fans have nothing to cheer early
President Donald Trump wasn't at this game -- Taylor Swift was -- but the same restrictions remained around Madison Square Garden as when he attended Game 3. That angered the Knicks, who decided not to go forward with plans to hold an outdoor watch party outside the arena.
Inside the building in the first half, there wasn't much for the hosts to be happy about, either.
But the Knicks gave themselves a chance by limiting the Spurs to 14 points on 4-for-20 shooting in the third quarter, using a 13-0 run to get back in it and cutting it to 90-75 heading to the fourth. 
These Knicks, who erased a 22-point deficit in the fourth quarter against Cleveland in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference finals, just don't quit. Even when the comeback seemed for naught when Stephon Castle was fouled after the Knicks had taken the lead and made two free throws to put San Antonio back ahead with 30 seconds left, the Knicks had one more rally in them.
Dylan Harper scored 21 points and De'Aaron Fox and Devin Vassell each had 18 for the Spurs, who will try to regroup and send the series back to New York for Game 6 next Tuesday. Only one team -- Cleveland in 2016 -- has recovered from a 3-1 deficit in the finals.

    
"I think it began before (the fourth quarter)," Wembanyama said of the Spurs' collapse. "I can't really explain it right now. I don't know. ... We clearly weren't the most hungry in the second half."
Fans booed Wembanyama when he came on to the floor to warm up about an hour before the game and the Knicks tried to get rough with him, with Mitchell Robinson called for a flagrant foul for hitting him above the shoulders and Jose Alvarado reviewed for one after going below the belt. 
Wembanyama -- who was also called for a flagrant -- stood up OK against the Knicks but will regret the two free throws he missed with 1:47 left and San Antonio leading 104-103.


    
The Spurs broke to a 12-2 lead, giving them a double-digit advantage in the first quarter of all four games. They kept pouring it on and led 41-22 after one, then extended it to 57-32 when Julian Champagnie's 3-pointer made them 11 for 16 behind the arc.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    'Right hand from God': One play, 4.5 seconds and a place in Knicks lore




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) embraces forward Og Anunoby after Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the San Antonio Spurs, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) hugs forward Og Anunoby (8) after the team's victory over the San Antonio Spurs in Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            New York Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) hugs forward Og Anunoby (8) after the team's victory over the San Antonio Spurs in Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: San Antonio Spurs forward Victor Wembanyama blocks the shot of New York Knicks forward Og Anunoby (8) during the first half of Game 4 of the NBA Finals basketball series, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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            STEPHEN WHYNO and TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- For the New York Knicks, a 53-year wait for another championship might have been decided by what happened in 4 1/2 seconds.
And make no mistake: Those 4 1/2 seconds will never be forgotten by the Knicks. Or by the San Antonio Spurs.
The situation: Game 4 of the NBA Finals, Knicks down by one in a game where they trailed by as many as 29 points. They call timeout with 5.7 seconds left, just as Jose Alvarado nearly committed a backcourt violation that would have cost the Knicks the basketball.
Here's how it happened.
5.7 seconds left ... the play begins
The timeout comes and New York's Josh Hart is distraught. He blamed himself for missing an assignment at the other end, which allowed San Antonio's Stephon Castle to hit two free throws that put his team up 106-105.
"I'm sitting there just hoping my guys make a play," Hart said.
OG Anunoby inbounds the ball for the Knicks. The Spurs elect to not have a defender impede his vision, using all five of their players to guard the four who were moving about for New York. Jalen Brunson shakes free of a couple of defenders, including the Spurs' Victor Wembanyama, the league's Defensive Player of the Year, and catches the inbounds pass near midcourt.

    
4.3 seconds left ... Brunson shoots
Brunson takes one dribble and lets a shot fly from about 31 feet, over Wembanyama's outstretched left arm. The shot, in the air for about 1.2 seconds, misses and hits the rim. It's short, and the ball bounces off the iron into the air.
Anunoby -- with nobody in his path -- sprints from the out-of-bounds spot into the lane, just in case.
"I just went and crashed," Anunoby said. "Tried to get a tip-dunk or something. The ball went over my head, so I couldn't really dunk it. So, I tried to tip it in softly."
With 2.5 seconds left, Anunoby leaps. The Spurs have a few Knicks boxed out, including Karl-Anthony Towns. But Anunoby is unnoticed and gets in front of the Spurs' Dylan Harper and Devin Vassell.
"I was contesting the first shot," Wembanyama said. "Turned around and saw him up there. That's all I saw."



    
        




    




2.0 seconds left ... Anunoby tips the ball
Anunoby throws his right arm into the air as he leaps, just out of the reach of the airborne Vassell. He gets his thumb and a couple of fingers on the ball, hoping to knock it back toward the rim -- which he does.
"Right hand from God," Towns called it.
Anunoby falls to the floor. The ball gets over the front of the rim. Brunson's fist goes into the air. The Garden waits.

    
        
    

    
        
    
1.2 seconds left ... 'Bedlam here at The Garden!'
Announcer Mike Breen thought Brunson's 3-point shot would be good. In the end, Breen yelled "Bedlam here at the Garden! They can't believe it!" as Anunoby's shot went through the net.
Hart -- who also missed a go-ahead layup in the final moments -- will never be able to thank him enough.
"I've got a special shoutout for OG, man," Hart said. "He saved me, at least for this game, a lifetime of regret."
Had the rebound of Brunson's miss bounced in a different direction, Anunoby wouldn't have gotten there.

    
"Bounced off the rim the right way," Harper said. "He tipped it in the right way. It went in. I could play, 'Wish I could have did this, wish I could have did that.' But at the end of the day, he tipped the ball, and it went in."

    
The one-point lead matched the Knicks' biggest all night.
It was all they needed.

"That has to be the most iconic shot in the history of New York basketball," Knicks coach Mike Brown said. "I'm not you guys. You guys know better than me. But it was just unbelievable."
___
Reynolds reported from Miami.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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    FIFA's Infantino defends World Cup ticket prices, says fans 'should chill' about ref denied US entry




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
        


    

            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            On the eve of the start of the World Cup FIFA's president acknowledge three main concerns outside of soccer's realm which had been dominating headlines ahead of the tournament. (AP video shot by: Lissette Romero)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during a news conference at the stadium in Mexico City, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, a day before the opening FIFA World Cup match between Mexico and South Africa. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]
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            FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during a news conference at the stadium in Mexico City, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, a day before the opening FIFA World Cup match between Mexico and South Africa. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during a news conference at the stadium in Mexico City, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, a day before the opening FIFA World Cup match between Mexico and South Africa. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks holds a news conference at the stadium in Mexico City, Wednesday, June 10, 2026, a day before the opening FIFA World Cup match between Mexico and South Africa. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)]
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            CARLOS RODRIGUEZ

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- FIFA President Gianni Infantino defended World Cup ticket prices on Wednesday, saying "if we do something wrong, then probably everyone selling tickets in North America is doing something wrong."
Infantino spoke with reporters during a rare question-and-answer session on the eve of the opening match of an expanded 48-nation, 104-game World Cup tournament. He defended record ticket prices, said FIFA was powerless to get the U.S. government to admit a Somali referee, and praised his ability to get Iran's national soccer team into the United States.
FIFA priced tickets starting at $140 for group-stage games, but regular seats for the July 19 final outside New York were listed at up to $8,680 and hospitality seats at up to $73,200. It raised prices for the final to $10,990 and then $32,970.
After much criticism, FIFA offered $60 tickets to national federations for their regular supporters. Infantino said 130,000 tickets were offered in that category.

    
Four years ago at the tournament in Qatar, prices ranged from $69 to $1,607.
"If you sell it at a lower price point," he said, "in this particular market it would have gone -- which is perfectly legal in this country ... in secondary markets at much, much, much higher prices and where would the money go then? Well, to those who organize secondary markets or black market activities and not to football."



    
        




    




Infantino said the average ticket price was below $500 for the tournament and was comparable to other U.S. sports during their playoffs, a claim that while true for resale prices does not appear to be accurate for list prices. Major League Baseball's average World Series ticket price has been $350 to $400 in recent years and NFL prices last season averaged $230 for the wild-card round, $320 for divisional games, $450 for conference championships and $3,300 for the Super Bowl.

    
        
    
Infantino said he was unconcerned about ticket probes by attorneys general in California, New Jersey, New York and Texas.

    
"When it comes to these legal investigations or complaints that were made in some states in the U.S.," he said, "we are very relaxed about it because before starting to sell 6 and a half or 7 million tickets we check what we do with the best lawyers, with the best experts. If we do something wrong, then probably everyone selling tickets in North America is doing something wrong, as well."

    
        
    
Infantino pointed to the NBA Finals between the New York Knicks and San Antonio Spurs as an example of how other major American sporting events are experiencing a similar surge in prices.
The get-in price on FIFA's resale site for the World Cup final is $9,805. The NBA Finals have had wildly varied get-in prices, ranging from a minimum of about $500 for the first two games in San Antonio to about $10,000 for Game 3 in New York. Game 4 in New York was much less, dropping to about $4,000 on Wednesday.
The Stanley Cup Final this year between teams in Las Vegas and Raleigh, North Carolina, has included a get-in price of at least $600 for each of the first four games of the best-of-seven series.
"We welcome every investigation," Infantino said. "We are happy to present everything, and we are happy to make our case."

    
Infantino says FIFA is powerless to get US entry for denied Somali referee
Infantino said it was unfortunate Somali referee Omar Artan was denied entry to the U.S.
"We don't control everything. We try. We'll discuss, we will speak, we'll see. Maybe sometimes it's good as well to just chill, relax," he said. "We try to solve everything. Sometimes to immediately start screaming and shouting has the opposite effect of finding a solution. Believe me when I tell you, or don't believe me if you don't want, but we try always to find solutions, always. But then we need to respect that we are not the kings of the world who can rule over governments and police forces."
Set to become the first Somali referee at a World Cup, Artan was denied entry to the U.S. at Miami International Airport on Saturday over unspecified "vetting concerns," U.S. Customs and Border Protection said in a statement, without giving details of the concerns.
"Our world is a very aggressive world and security goes above everything and you need to respect the decisions which are taken," Infantino said. "We are working behind the scenes."

    
Infantino thinks FIFA deserves credit for ensuring Iran's participation
Infantino praised FIFA for working through details that allow Iran to play in the tournament at a time the U.S. is at war with that country. The Iranian team moved its training camp from the U.S. to Mexico and will fly to the United States just before matches.
"I think it has already been successful to bring Iran to play in America," he said. "I don't know who would have managed to do that. And of course everyone here believes it's the right thing to do. But, again, we don't live on the moon. We live on planet Earth and you have to deal with different situations."
Infantino claimed the tournament will be "the biggest event probably in the history of mankind."

    
Infantino claims tournament could not have taken place without Donald Trump
"Without his engagement and his involvement I think it would have been impossible -- as simple as that, it would've been impossible to organize a World Cup in the United States," Infantino said. "He understood immediately the magnitude of the World Cup, the impact of the World Cup."
Infantino says FIFA could make far more money with more broadcast sales to pay services
FIFA is projecting $11 billion in revenue for the tournament, and Infantino said the governing body could have generated far more.
"We could put everything on pay. We would generate $30 billion revenues, probably," he said. "But then you have billions of people in the world who would not be able to watch the World Cup."
This news conference went smoother than Infantino's opening comments in Qatar
Four years ago, Infantino scolded critics during a news conference ahead of the opening match in Qatar. He lectured Europeans for criticizing Qatar's human rights record during a bizarre appearance in which he claimed to feel gay, like a woman and a migrant worker, among other odd claims.
Now 56, Infantino has been FIFA president since 2016 and intends to seek another term next year that runs through 2031.

Infantino kept an empty seat at the news conference for Christophe Gleizes, a French freelance reporter given a seven-year prison sentence in Algeria last year over an interview with a soccer official accused of ties to a banned separatist movement.
___
AP Sports Writer Ronald Blum in New York contributed to this report.
___
AP World Cup coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/fifa-world-cup
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                    Entertainment

    Glenn Close will get an Oscar at last -- honorarily. So will Ridley Scott and animator Floyd Norman




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of photos show, from left, Glenn Close, Pamela Koffler, Ridley Scott, and Christine Vachon. (AP Photo)]



        

        
        
            
                    This combination of photos show, from left, Glenn Close, Pamela Koffler, Ridley Scott, and Christine Vachon. (AP Photo)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            ANDREW DALTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Glenn Close will finally get her hands on an Oscar.
Long considered among the best actors to never win one, the eight-time nominee will get an honorary Academy Award along with director Ridley Scott and animator Floyd Norman at the annual Governors Awards, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced Wednesday. 
"Throughout her extraordinary body of work, Glenn Close's unparalleled emotional range has brought to life some of the most complex characters in cinema," the academy said in a statement. "Floyd Norman is the legendary animator who has broken barriers and inspired generations of artists over his remarkable career. Sir Ridley Scott is a true visionary whose decades-long legacy has left an immeasurable impact on global cinema and culture." 
Nominations for the 79-year-old Close date back to 1983, when she got her first nod for "The World According to Garp." She was also nominated for her blockbuster turn as a rabbit-slaying stalker in 1987's "Fatal Attraction" and was most recently up for a statuette for 2020's "Hillbilly Elegy."

    
Her eight nominations tie her with Peter O'Toole for the most for an actor without a win. 



    
        




    




She has won virtually every other major award within reach, including three Emmys, three Tonys, three Grammys and three Golden Globes. 
The Governors Awards often go to artists with extraordinary careers, but no competitive Oscar. Tom Cruise, a recipient last year, is a case in point. 

    
        
    
Scott, the 88-year-old director of "Alien," "Blade Runner" and "Gladiator" whose epic decades of work have blended popular success and prestige like few others, has also never won despite four nominations, including best director nods for "Thelma & Louise" and "Black Hawk Down."
Norman's 65-year career began in 1956 when he became the first Black animator for Walt Disney Animation Studios, contributing to "Sleeping Beauty," "Mary Poppins," "The Jungle Book" and Robin Hood." Decades later, he would work on "Mulan," "Toy Story 2" and "Monsters, Inc." 

    
Producers Christine Vachon and Pamela Koffler will get the academy's Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award, presented to "a creative producer whose body of work reflects a consistently high quality of motion picture production," the academy said.
Vachon and Koffler co-founded the New York-based indie production hub Killer Films in 1995. Their credits as producers include "Hedwig and the Angry Inch," One Hour Photo" and "May December." Both were nominated for best picture Oscars for "Past Lives" in 2024. Killer Films' output includes "Velvet Goldmine," "Happiness," "Boys Don't Cry," "Far from Heaven" and "Carol." 
The academy statement says the two "play a central role in American independent cinema, championing bold, ambitious and distinctive storytelling." 
All the winners will be honored at a ceremony on Nov. 15 at the Ray Dolby Ballroom at Ovation Hollywood, the same complex that hosts the main Oscars ceremony. Along with luminaries who worked with the honorees, the event has been increasingly packed with young stars as it has become the unofficial kickoff to Hollywood's award season campaigning.

The Governors Awards, named for the academy's board of governors and not the leader of the state, honor "extraordinary distinction in lifetime achievement, exceptional contributions to the state of motion picture arts and sciences in any discipline, or for outstanding service to the Academy." 
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    Visa plugs its payment network into ChatGPT, letting AI agents shop and pay for users




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jack Forestell, Visa's chief product and strategy officer, speaks at the Visa Payments Forum in San Francisco on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Barbara Ortutay)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Betting that people will soon grow more comfortable having artificial intelligence agents shop for groceries, plane tickets or diapers on their behalf, payments giant Visa said Wednesday that it has embedded its payment network inside of ChatGPT, empowering the chatbot to independently shop and complete transactions.
It means AI agents can not only recommend products but complete the purchase on the user's behalf at potentially any merchant that accepts Visa. The payment network's previous attempts at this technological leap were confined to a single retailer or a small set of enrolled merchants.
It is not OpenAI's first attempt at e-commerce. The company late last year announced Instant Checkout, which allowed ChatGPT to scour the internet for a specific item like a digital personal shopper. But the process was prone to errors and was not widely adopted by merchants due to the fee that OpenAI was charging merchants. The company retired Instant Checkout in March.

    
Visa's collaboration is different from OpenAI's previous attempts, as it will allow users to link their Visa cards to ChatGPT to shop and make it easier for merchants to accept transactions initiated by agents.



    
        




    




OpenAI will provide the technology to allow agents to interact, make decisions and initiate purchases through ChatGPT. Visa, the world's largest payment network outside of China, will provide the payment authorization and fraud monitoring needed to do this at scale.
"As AI agents become active participants in the economy, Visa's focus is to ensure transactions are trusted, secure and seamless," said Jack Forestell, chief product and strategy officer at Visa.

    
        
    
ChatGPT as a personal shopper 
Speaking at a company event Wednesday in San Francisco, Forestell gave an example of a customer telling ChatGPT they're looking for a pair of wireless headphones under $150. The chatbot would find a pair for sale under those parameters and buy it on behalf of the customer.
"I think we're generally at a place where most people are very comfortable with the shopping aspects of it and have discovered this as a superior discovery experience," Forestell said in an interview. But, he added, making the leap from having AI agents recommend what to buy to doing the purchasing "just requires a whole different level of trust." 

    
"But that all comes from the underlying infrastructure, the process, the security that we build into it and the rules," he said. 

    
        
    
Visa and OpenAI did not disclose the financial terms of the collaboration and did not give details on the fees merchants or customers would have to pay. 
Instant Checkout charged merchants 4% of the transaction's value, which merchants saw as being too expensive.

    
Guardrails include spending limits, approvals
Allowing AI agents to buy products on behalf of a consumer raises concerns for both banks and retailers. A customer could overspend, or the agent buys the wrong item, or the customer claims they did not authorize that transaction. Banks have been concerned about potential fraud claims that could occur when an agent uses a bank customer's credit or debit card.
Visa says the feature will have guardrails like spending limits, required approval steps and approved merchants for shopping in order to protect consumers and minimize fraud.
Forestell said Visa will handle disputes with the same essential rules it uses for any other transaction: Did the consumer really intend to make the purchase and did the merchant process it the correct way? Where it might change, he added, is if both the consumer intent and the merchant processing were done the right way, but "something happened in the middle that caused a problem."
"And that's why we're modifying our whole token framework and data capture process with Visa Intelligent Commerce to make sure that problem doesn't happen," Forestell said. 
Retailers have introduced shopping assistants powered by AI that can recommend products and personalize the customer's shopping experience, with the earliest iterations of those experiments being Amazon's Alexa. But Alexa could only shop on Amazon, and OpenAI's Instant Checkout feature was limited to select merchants. 

    
Visa's biggest competitor, Mastercard, has also been introducing its own AI-shopping features to its payment network on a smaller scale. 
Mastercard announced that AI agents will have the capability to procure services on behalf of a business. For example, a coffee shop wants to start an advertising campaign as part of a launch, so it gives an AI agent the authorization to purchase services from web and ad providers in order for the coffee shop to build out its campaign.
It will take time for people to fully trust AI agents to do their shopping, Forestell acknowledged. At first, Visa expects the majority of transactions to still loop in humans, with AI agents sending a notification for consumers to approve the actual purchase. 

"Now, imagine you do that a thousand times over the course of some period of time," he said. "And then your agent says, 'Do you want me to just not check?'" 
___
Sweet reported from New York.
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    An ancient whale graveyard in the Indian Ocean teems with life




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows a Chinese submersible recovering fossilized whale bones from the deep seafloor, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows a Chinese submersible recovering fossilized whale bones from the deep seafloor, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows newly-discovered fossilized whale bones at a site deep underwater, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows newly-discovered fossilized whale bones at a site deep underwater, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows whale remains on the seafloor that have become home to large communities of marine life, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)]
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            This undated image provided by Peng Zhou shows whale remains on the seafloor that have become home to large communities of marine life, southeastern Indian Ocean, in the Diamantina Fracture Zone. (Global TREnD, IDSSE via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have unearthed communities of marine life -- including jellyfish, tubeworms and brittle stars -- thriving on a millions-year-old whale graveyard.
These graveyards form when whale carcasses fall to the sea floor, becoming a sustaining snack for nearby critters. This one, located up to 23,000 feet (7 kilometers) below the surface of the southeastern Indian Ocean, spans the largest area and is so far the deepest and oldest found.
A whale's sheer size and the unique chemistry of its bones are the keys to forming these unique underwater neighborhoods, said Xikun Song, a biologist with the Chinese Academy of Sciences' Institute of Deep-sea Science and Engineering. 
"At the same time, the very nature of the deep ocean makes these sites exceptionally difficult for scientists to locate," Song, who was involved with the latest find, wrote in an email.

    
Researchers explored the remains during multiple deep-sea submersible trips in 2023, collecting samples and mapping the extent of the necropolis. They found five carcass sites and fossils, including skulls belonging to beaked and baleen whales. The oldest bones date back 5.3 million years. 



    
        




    




Feeding and living on the carcasses were myriad creatures, large and small, including sea cucumbers, squat lobsters and saltwater clams. Many of them are likely species that have never been documented, according to findings published Wednesday in the journal Nature.

    
        
    
"The potential number of specimens is just astounding," said paleontologist Stephen Godfrey with the Calvert Marine Museum in Maryland, who wasn't involved in the research.
Many factors likely conspired to preserve the bones for millions of years, according to the study authors. They're dense enough to outlast attacks from bone-eating worms, and located deep enough in the ocean to avoid getting buried by dust and loose particles. The bones also were coated with a light layer of minerals from the surrounding seawater, which may have prevented them from degrading.

    
Why did so many whales die here? Maybe they were already living in the area and died of natural causes. A few could have perished from exhaustion or illness caused by deep-sea diving. The area's shape, akin to the letter V, could also have funneled the remains to their resting spot, the authors wrote.
Such discoveries are important because they clue scientists into the vibrant communities that find a way even in remote, hard-to-reach environments. 
Studying the whale graveyards "is important for understanding how life can adapt to such extreme conditions, not only due to the lack of light and oxygen but also to the incredibly high pressure," said study co-author and paleontologist Giovanni Bianucci with the University of Pisa in Italy in an email.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    An underground detector in China unveils its first major findings about mysterious ghost particles




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A cosmic detector is housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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            A cosmic detector is housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers labor near the cosmic detector housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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            Workers labor near the cosmic detector housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers labor on the underside of the cosmic detector housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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            Workers labor on the underside of the cosmic detector housed underground at the Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in Kaiping in southern China's Guangdong province, Oct. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A massive underground detector aimed at understanding the mysterious ghost particles in our universe released its first major results on Wednesday.
The Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory in China started collecting data in August with the goal of understanding neutrinos: tiny cosmic particles that date back to the Big Bang and whiz harmlessly through our bodies by the trillions every second. Yet they weigh almost nothing, making them difficult to sniff out.
In a study published Wednesday in the journal Nature, the JUNO team unveiled its initial findings from two months of data collection -- including some of the most precise measurements to date of how neutrinos switch between three varieties, or flavors, as they zip through space.
"It really makes me look forward to more exciting results in the future," said physicist Kate Scholberg with Duke University, who had no role in the new research.

    
The spherical JUNO detector is located 2,297 feet (700 meters) underground. It examines antineutrinos that come from collisions inside two nearby nuclear power plants. Antineutrinos are equally mysterious, opposite versions of neutrinos that scientists can study to understand their behavior and how neutrinos work.



    
        




    




When the antineutrinos meet particles within the detector, they produce a flash of light.
Scientists are hoping the detector will help resolve the longstanding mystery of how heavy each neutrino flavor is. They think two are similar in weight and that the third is an oddball, but they aren't sure whether two are heavy and the other is light or vice versa.

    
        
    
The initial results haven't answered that question just yet, but they show what the detector is capable of -- and that it "will be able to test the finer ripples" that separate the neutrino flavors and their masses, said study co-author Liangjian Wen, a member of the JUNO collaboration.

    
Two similar neutrino detectors -- Japan's Hyper-Kamiokande and the Deep Underground Neutrino Experiment based in the United States -- are set to begin data collection within the next decade, cross-checking the China detector's results using different approaches.
___
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                    Health

    OB-GYN group makes vaccine recommendations for the first time




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lauren Ellenburg, a nurse, prepares a combination measles, mumps and rubella vaccine for a patient at Tiger Pediatrics in Easley, S.C., March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon, File)]
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            By 
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                                        A prominent OB-GYN group announced vaccine recommendations on Wednesday that differ from what the U.S. government advises.
The immunization schedule is specifically for pregnant, postpartum and breastfeeding women. It aligns with prior recommendations from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, before changes were made under the Trump administration and Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
Earlier this year, the American College of Obstetricians & Gynecologists withdrew from a CDC advisory committee on vaccines because of those changes, which have spawned legal challenges. 
"So now for the first time, ACOG has made the decision to formally release its own immunization schedule to provide and communicate clear evidence-based guidance and to address the growing vaccine misinformation that is circulating," said Dr. Christopher Zahn, the OB-GYN group's chief of clinical practice.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The new schedule has been endorsed by 13 other professional and medical societies. Some other groups, such as the American Academy of Pediatrics, have also put out vaccine schedules this year that differ from the CDC's.
Here's what you need to know about the OB-GYN group's advice.

    
What does the OB-GYN group advise?
Four immunizations are routinely recommended during pregnancy:
-- The flu vaccine, which can be taken any trimester, at any time of year, although it's best to get it in early fall.
-- The COVID-19 shot, which can be taken during any trimester at any time of year, although it's best to receive it as soon as possible during pregnancy.
-- A tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (Tdap) shot, preferably as early as possible between 27 and 36 weeks. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




-- A respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccine, between 32 and 36 weeks of pregnancy in your first pregnancy, during September through January in most parts of the U.S. If you had the RSV vaccine during a previous pregnancy, you do not need to get it again, the group says, but your baby should get an antibody shot after birth. Your baby can also get that shot instead of you receiving the maternal vaccine.

    
        
    
Other vaccines -- pneumococcal, meningococcal, hepatitis A and hepatitis B -- may be needed for women with certain risk factors. The group recommends talking with your doctor about them.
Three others are recommended before pregnancy or after birth, protecting against human papillomavirus; measles, mumps and rubella; and chickenpox.

    
How do these recommendations differ from CDC advice?
The biggest difference involves the COVID-19 vaccine.
Last May, Kennedy announced that COVID-19 vaccines are no longer recommended for healthy pregnant women and children -- a move immediately questioned by several public health experts.
Spokespeople from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    
Are health care providers seeing pushback on vaccines?
Yes. Several spoke at an event announcing the new guidelines.
"Vaccine hesitancy is huge in this country right now," said Carol Hayes of the American College of Nurse Midwives. "Patients come in all the time saying I've done my own research, and sadly, they're doing research and they're getting information that is not scientifically based."
Sarah Vaillancourt of the National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women's Health said her organization's members are seeing much the same. Some of the confusion is being fueled by social media, she said.
In such a landscape, she said, it's "really useful" for the OB-GYN group to provide accurate information for patients.
___
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                    Climate

    El Nino is here and scientists fear it'll be big, bad and costly with heat, floods, droughts, fires




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A firefighter monitors flames caused by the Hughes Fire along Castaic Lake in Castaic, Calif., Jan. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El Nino, Nature's chaotic climate agent, has formed in a warmed-up Pacific Ocean and is expected to grow to historic strength, meteorologists announced Thursday.
Experts said the El Nino, a natural warming cycle, should further heat a globe already warming from fossil fuel pollution and will likely turbocharge extreme weather across the planet. Meteorologists forecast it will rival -- or exceed -- a record El Nino that began in 1997 and helped trigger billions of dollars in damage from heat waves, floods, droughts, tornadoes and wildfires. 
The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration officially confirmed the existence of the El Nino, which is a warming of the Pacific near the equator that affects weather patterns across the globe. NOAA's announcement said there's a 63% chance that the El Nino will get so intense this late fall and early winter that it "would rank among the largest El Nino events in the historical record going back to 1950."

    
The warm, deep waters of an El Nino affect weather patterns by bringing "a lot of extra heat to the surface, fueling a lot of extreme events for a lot of places around the world," said Clark University climate scientist Abby Frazier.



    
        




    




She said, especially in the Pacific, "it can get dire very quickly."
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres described El Nino as an "urgent climate warning." 
"El Nino conditions will pour fuel on the fire of a warming world," Guterres said in a video message.

    
        
    
El Nino's impacts spawn winners and losers

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person uses a fan during a heat advisory in the Brooklyn borough of New York, May 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Adam Gray, File)]
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The weather pattern's effects vary by region. El Nino often dampens -- but doesn't eliminate -- Atlantic hurricane season activity, but increases it in the Pacific. So while the U.S. East and Gulf coasts may get a break, Hawaii and other islands are more in danger, Frazier said.
The drought-stricken Middle East could benefit, climate scientists said. Other places are looking at more danger. Parts of western South America -- where the first El Ninos were noticed decades ago -- often get heavy rain and floods, along with an extra warm summer. India faces more intense heat waves, while drought, wildfires and heat threaten Australia.

    
Northeastern Africa is likely going to get weather whiplash from intense drought to dangerously heavy rains, said Columbia University climate scientist and El Nino expert Muhammad Azhar Ehsan.
In the U.S., El Ninos can cause more intense storms with heavier rainfall in the South, but they also tend to generally benefit the U.S. agriculture industry, said Jon Gottschalck, operational branch chief at NOAA's Climate Prediction Center. 
Michael Ferrari, meteorologist and head of research at the investment research firm Moby, said conditions for grains and seed, especially soybeans, look favorable in 18 major growing states, but are more mixed when it comes to dairy and cattle.
The northern Rockies and Southwest -- where there's an "off the charts" snow drought -- could get some strong summer rains, Gottschalck said. The biggest effect in the U.S. is often in the winter, when the south can get wetter and the Pacific Northwest warmer and drier. 

    
But overall, temperatures raised by the weather pattern can dampen American economic growth, said Stanford climate economist Marshall Burke. Several climate scientists forecast that 2027 will be the hottest year on record because of lagging effects of this El Nino, which is expected to peak in the fall or winter. 
"We have pretty clear evidence that the U.S. economy grows more slowly when temps are above normal," Burke said. 
Strong early signs

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Drought-stressed wheat plants stand adjacent to parched ground in a field near Macksville, Kan., May 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)]
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The weather extremes caused by an El Nino also depend on when it develops. 
Usually El Ninos form in the summer, peak in the late fall or early winter, and peter out the next spring, scientists said. 
However, Ehsan's team forecasts that this El Nino will peak a month or two earlier based on strong early signs from recent weeks. Princeton University climate scientist Gabriel Vecchi said large El Ninos like these also tend to last longer.
The early indications -- including warmer water pushing toward the surface of the Pacific -- have been so strong and noticeable that forecasters have all been predicting the same ultra strong El Nino, Vecchi said, adding that El Nino forecasts often are all over the place at this time of year. 

    
Scientists predict stronger El Ninos as the world warms from the burning of coal, oil and gas, Frazier and others said. But she said it is too early to say if this El Nino is part of that.
Even before it officially formed, this El Nino has gotten nicknames ranging from "super" to "Godzilla."
"Instead of scared, we can ask people to be prepared," Columbia's Ehsan said 
___
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                    Climate

    Climate change makes once-rare coastal floods more likely, study says




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wade through a recreational vehicle park flooded by a king tide on Jan. 3, 2026, near Corte Madera in Marin County, Calif. (AP Photo/Ethan Swope, File)]
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                                        Extreme floods that once swamped coastal communities only rarely are becoming far more common as climate change caused by humans pushes sea levels higher, according to new research published Wednesday. Experts say the findings are crucial for making plans about floods and coastal infrastructure as the planet warms. 
These big coastal floods happen when high tides and storm surges -- the amount above normal tide level -- combine with seas that are already rising. Those pile on top of natural climate patterns and other human influence. 
Climate change has strengthened storms like Hurricane Ian, which caused significant flooding in 2022, scientists say. Flooding threatens hundreds of millions of people each year in low-lying coastal areas across the globe. It also causes billions of dollars in damage and can be deadly.
Floods that historically had a 1% chance of striking a coastline in a year are now about 12 times more likely, on average, according to a new study published in the journal Nature Climate Change on Wednesday. Those events have become about four times more likely due to human-driven climate change, the research shows.



    
        




    





    
Researchers looked at how often extreme sea level events -- which cause coastal flooding -- happen by considering long-term records from tide gauges at more than 100 sites, as well as using climate modeling. The study looked at the increase from 1900 to 2005. It was limited through 2005 because after that, there weren't enough models that could point to instances of human-driven climate change. The researchers said their findings likely understate today's risk, because human contributions to changes in coastal extremes have only increased since then.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Waves lap the beach where remains of Afeli Bernice Adzo's family home stand after it was destroyed by coastal erosion in Avegadzi, Ghana, March 5, 2025 (AP Photo/Misper Apawu, File)]
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Researchers looked at which changes were caused by human activity, natural forces or shifts in the landscape. Although sea level changes earlier in the 20th century could mostly be chalked up to natural forces, the scientists found that since the 1960s, human-caused warming was the main reason sea levels are going up.

    
        
    
A separate study published in the journal Science Advances on Wednesday also supports the idea that extreme ocean heights come from climate change, specifically around 58% of the days with big floods from 2000 to 2018. Climate change has also, on average, nearly tripled the number of days where the sea tops extreme flood levels since the 1970s, according to that study. 

    
"Essentially every coastal flood today has human fingerprints on it through climate change," said Ben Strauss, chief scientist at Climate Central and a co-author of the Science Advances study. "Without the extra bit of sea level rise caused by global heating, most of these events would not have reached the status of flood."
The research in Nature Climate Change didn't fully examine individual human factors, said Sonke Dangendorf, the lead author, but he noted greenhouse gases -- the result of burning fossil fuels such as oil, gas and coal -- are the most significant.

    
"Since the 1970s, it's by far the dominating factor, and this is of course not good news," said Dangendorf, also an associate professor at Tulane University. He said the threat is growing, and communities need to do more to prepare. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People recover belongings from a home flooded by Hurricane Melissa in Santiago de Cuba, Oct. 29, 2025. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa, File)]
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Jeff Williams, a retired United States Geological Survey oceanographer who wasn't part of either study, said the research shows that planners need to take the growing threats into account. They should also think about how much money they'll need to increase coastal protection, he said, and figure out who pays for it.
The current protections for New Orleans, for instance, "will likely not be adequate beyond the next couple decades," Williams said. 
Nations across the globe are increasingly using renewable energies like solar and wind. Last year, clean power generation exceeded overall global electricity demand growth, and the share of renewables hit more than one-third of the world's electricity mix for the first time. 
Even in the United States, where the Trump administration has boosted fossil fuels, solar is growing as coal power declines. As such, scientists have recently said the world is no longer on track for the worst case scenario for warming -- but it's also not on track to the best case, either. 

    
 "The impacts, even of a relatively little sea level rise, can be pretty impactful on our coasts," Dangendorf, the Tulane author, said.
"There is a silver lining because we have control about how much we emit, right?" he said. "So we can stop that development, at least to some degree."
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage.
___
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    Too sick to work, but can they prove it? New Medicaid rule worries patients




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman uses a walker as she exits an assisted living building, July 4, 2025, in Boca Raton, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: Workers at a Medicaid call center in Jefferson City, Mo., field questions and review information regarding eligibility determinations on Aug. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/David A. Lieb, FIle)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- On hot afternoons, DeAnna Brandon's three dogs zag around while she splashes in a backyard kiddie pool with her grandkids. These are the moments the 48-year-old blood cancer survivor cherishes -- and wonders if she'll get to have in the years to come. 
Brandon, who lives in Rockwell, North Carolina, is worried that new Medicaid work requirements starting next year could jeopardize her health coverage. She had expected to qualify for a medical frailty exemption, but new guidance introduced by President Donald Trump's administration last week has thrown that into question. 
The interim final rule released by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services means being sick with extreme exhaustion and memory challenges related to her treatments may not be enough for Brandon to evade the new work requirements. She'll have to attest and later prove that those symptoms "significantly impair" her ability to fulfill the new mandates. 

    
If the government doesn't accept her case, she could lose her coverage -- and the twice-monthly maintenance chemotherapy that keeps her multiple myeloma in remission. Working is "outside of the realm of possibility for me," she said in an interview.



    
        




    




"I was always a push-through-it person -- you know, 'Oh, you're tired. Push through,'" Brandon said. "It's hard to explain to people you can't push through it." 

    
        
    
Health analysts have sounded the alarm about the Republican Trump administration's newest guidance, which differs from what states had been expecting. Experts said it will put more Americans at risk of losing their health insurance and force states to scramble in their already harried efforts to implement the changes on time.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers at a Medicaid call center in Jefferson City, Mo., field questions and review information regarding eligibility determinations on Aug. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/David A. Lieb, FIle)]
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"This will mean more paperwork for Medicaid patients -- specifically for the sickest Medicaid patients," said Adrianna McIntyre, a professor at Harvard University's school of public health. That, she said, "is going to push in the direction of more people needlessly losing coverage."

    
Medical frailty rules may mean paperwork nightmares for sick people
The new Medicaid restrictions, which Democrats have criticized, were part of Trump's big tax and policy law in 2025. The change affects those covered through an expansion, which most states chose to make, that gave more lower-income people access to the government's safety net healthcare program.
Expansion enrollees aged 19 to 64 will have to show that they work or do community service at least 80 hours a month or are in school at least half the time. There are exceptions for those considered medically frail or in addiction treatment programs, among others.
Last week's announcement from CMS caught states off guard with a new definition of medical frailty. The law had said medically frail people include those who have substance use disorders, disabilities or serious medical conditions. But the CMS rule last week went further, saying someone's condition must "significantly impair" their ability to work, volunteer or attend school at the rates required in the law for them to be granted an exemption. 
In 2027 and once in 2028, the patient can attest that they meet this definition. But when they try to renew coverage in 2028, they'll need to prove it. 

    
Advocates said it's unclear what kind of documentation could prove that point. They said doctor notes may be required -- something some providers don't feel comfortable writing. Medicaid enrollees fighting disease may carry the bureaucratic burden.
Brandon, who tried to prove she couldn't work to access disability benefits during her active cancer treatment and failed, said she's worried about the hoops she and other patients may need to jump through.
"It's not that easy -- you may have to go through four doctors," Brandon said. "If you're already battling an illness like this, you don't have the physical or the mental or the emotional energy to do that all the time."
States and advocates are confused by the government's approach
States have been planning to use Medicaid claims data and other data sources to automatically exempt eligible enrollees whenever possible.

    
CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz on a call with reporters last week endorsed that approach, saying he hoped most people would be helped "without ever having to talk to anybody." 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Centers for Medicare &amp; Medicaid Services administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz speaks with reporters on June 2, 2026. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Asked to clarify how the rule should be implemented, CMS told The Associated Press in an emailed statement that the agency "chose not to allow states to categorically exclude individuals from work requirements based solely on a diagnosis or condition type." For renewal in 2028, it said, "verification through claims data or other documentation will generally be required." 
But state Medicaid officials and consultants said Medicaid claims data doesn't prove someone is significantly impaired from working, and they don't know of any existing data that does. That has left them confused about how to honor the government's rule.
"States are going to be asked to make a determination using information that doesn't exist in their systems," said Kinda Serafi, a partner at the consulting firm Manatt Health who is working with states to make the changes.

    
One state, Nebraska, started the new Medicaid work requirements ahead of schedule. But it used diagnostic codes to identify people who are medically frail, and it therefore will likely have to rework its system, said Sarah Maresh, healthcare access program director at the advocacy group Nebraska Appleseed.
Maresh said she was concerned doctors in the rural state who are already reluctant to take Medicaid patients may decide to stop.
"They're already drowning in paperwork, so to require them to do an additional step of certifying whether someone is able to work, I think is concerning," she said.
Preparing for the Jan. 1 kickoff of the new policies is an immense and expensive task. A $200 million federal allotment is flowing to states to help, and CMS has partnered with technology companies to provide free and discounted services, but the tab for the additional technology requirements and more staff is likely to exceed $1 billion, according to an AP analysis. That extra cost will be borne by a mix of federal and state tax dollars.
Republicans say the rules will save Medicaid for those who need it most
Democrats have slammed the Medicaid work requirements as attacks on healthcare coverage for struggling Americans.
Republicans promoting the new rules, though, say they are commonsense measures to eliminate government freeloading and preserve benefits for people who need them most. Oz last week, citing a report by the conservative American Enterprise Institute think tank, said able-bodied people on Medicaid spend an average of 6.1 hours a day "watching TV or just hanging out."
"This is a concern, not a criticism," he said. "Work requirements are going to turn this around, we hope."
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But current enrollees who don't meet the work requirement threshold said that's a misrepresentation of their experience.
Mids Meinberg, a 42-year-old freelance writer from New Jersey who lives with chronic depression and diabetes, said that even with his health issues, he's proud to have found a meaningful career. But his conditions make him unable to work 80 hours a month. He said he thinks there are many people with disabilities who are "too disabled to work but not disabled enough for the state to think they can't work."

Brandon, in North Carolina, said she wants the government to understand that she's "not just sitting around wasting time or being a drain on society."
"I'm pouring into my grandchildren," she said. "We're valuable, and we can still contribute to our communities even if it's not working."
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    Health sleuths are watching for disease threats during the World Cup
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            Millions of fans are expected to travel for the World Cup, with matches spanning North America. At Georgetown University, public health experts are setting up a hub to track if there are warning signs of an outbreak. (AP Video by Shelby Lum)
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            As the FIFA World Cup kicks off, concerns are emerging over the impact of extreme temperatures on both players and spectators. Scientists and sports health experts warn that hot and humid conditions could create significant health and safety challenges throughout the tournament.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Georgetown University's Rebecca Katz points to measles data for the country at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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            Georgetown University's Rebecca Katz points to measles data for the country at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Georgetown University's Rebecca Katz points to waste water data looking at infectious diseases at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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            Georgetown University's Rebecca Katz points to waste water data looking at infectious diseases at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A screen displays infectious disease risk assessments for the World Cup at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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            A screen displays infectious disease risk assessments for the World Cup at Georgetown's Health Security Operations Center in Washington on June 3, 2026. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- While millions of soccer fans cheer or groan over World Cup matches spanning North America, health officials will be on high alert for germs.
A heat wave may be the most obvious health threat. But infectious diseases can spread in a crowd, and experts are set to scrutinize wastewater, hospital visits, even social media for any signs that an outbreak might be brewing.
Measles, one of the most contagious diseases, is among the top concerns, sparking a warning this week from the Pan American Health Organization, PAHO. With a nearly six-week stretch of packed stadiums, bars and tourist sites in 16 cities, officials are on the lookout for a long list of infections, from the stomach bug norovirus to mosquito-borne dengue fever.
"This is truly a marathon," said Palak Raval-Nelson, Philadelphia's health commissioner.
The mass gatherings come at a tense moment for budget-strapped health agencies in the U.S. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, hit hard by Trump administration staffing cuts, already was grappling with a growing Ebola outbreak in central Africa and a cruise ship hantavirus outbreak. While CDC officials have advised state and local health departments behind the scenes, its expected World Cup disease surveillance dashboard still was "in final development" days before games began, according to the Department of Health and Human Services.

    
"Our public health professionals are pretty stretched," said global health specialist Rebecca Katz of Georgetown University, who is leading an unusual new hub to help.



    
        




    




At the Health Security Operations Center, a joint effort between Georgetown and MedStar Health, workers are analyzing data from around the country so they can alert health authorities, even emergency rooms, to any early signs of trouble. The center is issuing daily "situation reports" about disease trends around World Cup host cities and team base camps to several hundred local and federal public health groups, emergency management and hospital officials and others who've signed up.
"It's important that we don't become alarmist," said MedStar emergency medicine specialist Dr. Shane Kappler. "We're trying to be the insurance policy."

    
        
    
Measles is a top concern for potential World Cup spread
Already more than 2,000 people in the U.S. have come down with measles this year, nearly as many as during all of last year, according to the CDC. Patients can spread measles before the rash appears and they realize they're sick. Not too long ago, the U.S. seldom saw measles except from international travel by unvaccinated people. 
Now with frequent U.S. outbreaks, "actually a lot of our international partners are worried about measles being exported to them after the games," said Georgetown's Katz.
Measles is spreading in Canada, too, and has exceeded 11,000 cases in Mexico, according to PAHO. It's urging soccer fans to be sure they're vaccinated, with a health campaign saying a single measles patient can spread the virus to up to 18 unprotected people.

    
Is Ebola a concern at the World Cup? 
Brown University's Dr. Craig Spencer, who survived Ebola while working in the West Africa outbreak over a decade ago, said he's repeatedly asked about the risk of Ebola during the World Cup -- but "for me, Ebola is not the No. 1 or No. 2 or even No. 3 threat."
"I am concerned about importation of measles, I am much more concerned about the importation of other infectious threats that may not seem as scary to us as Ebola," Spencer said.
Many health experts agree that the risk of Ebola spreading in the U.S. is very low. That's partly because of government travel screenings and restrictions on people recently in outbreak-affected areas. Moreover, Ebola spreads by contact with bodily fluids from someone showing symptoms, not through the air like measles or respiratory viruses.
"One fortunate thing about this virus is you're most contagious when you're really quite ill. It's not like COVID, where you could be sitting next to someone who doesn't even know they're infected and perhaps contract the virus," said Jennifer Nuzzo, director of Brown's Pandemic Center.

    
How to spot brewing diseases
There's precedent for germs invading major sporting events. Canadian scientists linked a community measles outbreak to the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver, and clusters of norovirus had to be contained during the Olympics this year in Milan and in 2018 in South Korea. 
One way to detect signs of trouble: People with certain viral or bacterial infections shed genetic material that sophisticated testing of wastewater can spot. For example, measles can appear in wastewater days before an emergency room sees its first patients.
This week's surveillance reports from Katz's center note that wastewater testing recently found diarrhea-causing rotavirus, hepatitis A and norovirus in some parts of the U.S., something to watch as soccer crowds arrive.

    
In Dallas, officials ramped up wastewater screening including at the international airport, casting a wide net rather than looking for specific illnesses, said Dr. Phil Huang, director of Dallas County Health and Human Services.

    
His team also is enhancing the usual mosquito testing, checking not just for West Nile virus that regularly spreads in the U.S. but for viruses more common in other countries like dengue and chikungunya.
Public health officials have been preparing for months, said Philadelphia's Raval-Nelson, including with mock emergency drills and communications with counterparts around the country.
"I don't want to send a message that there's one key thing," she said. "We have the frameworks in place to carry out what we need to." 
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Technology

    Anthropic pledges $200 million to research AI's economic impact as CEO suggests job loss solutions




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dario Amodei, CEO & Co-Founder of Anthropic, speaks on a panel at the convening of the International Network of AI Safety Institutes at the Golden Gate Club at the Presidio in San Francisco, Nov. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)]
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                                        Anthropic on Wednesday joined growing calls for the artificial intelligence industry to find ways to cushion people from the technology's disruptions, announcing an initial $200 million investment to research AI's impact on jobs and the economy.
Alongside new policy proposals from the maker of the Claude chatbot, Anthropic CEO and co-founder Dario Amodei published an essay on his personal website that expanded on his position that the government should promise economic support for those financially impacted by AI. The technology could produce much larger disruptions to the labor market than previous technological advancements, Amodei wrote, and those disruptions could last longer. 
"The key challenge in such a world won't be incentivizing growth, but finding a way for everyone to share in the benefits," Amodei wrote.
The announcement comes on the heels of Anthropic rival OpenAI on Monday outlining goals that included ensuring gains from the technology are "widely shared." OpenAI CEO Sam Altman recently met with Sen. Bernie Sanders to discuss a plan for the public to take an ownership stake in artificial intelligence companies like OpenAI, using their stock to create a public wealth fund that would spread the fortune generated by AI behemoths.

    
In the Oval Office on Wednesday, President Donald Trump told reporters that he will soon meet with executives from several leading AI companies to discuss "giving back" to the public. 



    
        




    




"We're talking about giving back something to the public, and if we do that, the [?]public will become very rich," Trump said. "I think they'll do that, and I think it'll make it very popular."

    
        
    
In his essay, Amodei said he has warned of job displacement not because he is "trying to be a 'prophet of doom'" but because he wants "both policymakers and the private sector to have the best chance to adapt and respond." He proposed better data collection to track AI job displacement, pro-employment policy incentives to slow or reduce displacement and "mechanisms such as universal basic income" if job displacement more permanently drives down labor demand.

    
That universal basic income could be financed through taxes on "relevant companies" or by raising the capital gains tax, Amodei wrote.
Scant details were available Wednesday about the $200 million commitment from Anthropic, but the company said it will go to what it calls an Economic Futures Research Fund that will back research trials and "program evaluation" on public policies it deems promising. The company is also establishing a $150 million national fellowship program it says will help early-career professionals "extend the benefits of AI to communities across America." 
Anthropic and OpenAI each recently announced they were moving toward initial public offerings of shares, following Elon Musk's rocket company SpaceX, which is pitching itself as an AI-focused space company as it prepares to go public. 
The economic policy framework Anthropic proposed Wednesday set recommendations for how the U.S. government could respond to three levels of economic disruption caused by AI: one in which the national unemployment rate reaches 5%, 10% and an unspecified, "unprecedented" level. The latest unemployment rate, reported last week, was 4.3%.

    
In the "unprecedented" scenario, the company wrote that more permanent support will be necessary, and it listed several ways to generate and share revenue broadly, including basic income, sovereign wealth models and equity-sharing mechanisms. This would be "novel economic territory," the company wrote. 
The company's proposals also outlined several suggestions for mitigating safety and security risks. Anthropic is known for its emphasis on safety and building reliable, "steerable" AI systems, with Amodei and its co-founders splitting off from OpenAI to form the new company in 2021. 
The proposals add that the government should be able to "block or deter" the rollout of AI models that "pose a significant risk of catastrophic harms." 
Amodei wrote that AI regulations should match the rigor of Federal Aviation Administration regulations in that AI models would be required to go through technical testing and auditing like airplanes. They wouldn't be released if they didn't meet high safety standards.

    
Last week, Trump signed an executive order on AI oversight that established a framework for the government to vet the national security risks of the most advanced AI systems for up to a month before their public release.

Amodei added existing regulations for aircraft, automobiles and drugs should serve as models for regulating AI. They are all "powerful technologies essential to the modern economy," he wrote, "but capable of killing large numbers of people if designed or operated poorly."
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    Southern Baptists vote to advance a formal ban on churches with women pastors




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Albert Mohler, president of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, submits a motion regarding women pastors during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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            Albert Mohler, president of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, submits a motion regarding women pastors during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attendees hold up their ballots while voting on a motion during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: Attendees walk through the Orange County Convention Center during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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[image: Attendees listen as presentations are discussed during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)]
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Thousands of Southern Baptists overwhelmingly voted Wednesday to advance a formal ban on women pastors in the nation's largest Protestant denomination, sending a clear message that men alone should preach to these conservative evangelical congregations. 
The amendment would tighten existing restrictions in the Southern Baptist Convention, which already has a faith statement opposing women pastors.
The vote was 6,028 to 2,026 -- a 3-to-1 margin -- which easily exceeded the required two-thirds majority. It will require a similar two-thirds vote at next year's meeting to become part of the constitution. 
The two-day meeting concluded Wednesday after bringing more than 11,000 delegates, or messengers, to a cavernous convention center in Orlando, Florida.
Typical of the SBC's annual meetings, the gathering carries the feel of a town hall with a cast of thousands. It mixes worship and sermons with numerous motions and resolutions governed by parliamentary procedure, where the sacred and the arcane are debated with equal fervor. A debate Wednesday over the location of a future SBC annual meeting took longer than the debate over women pastors.

    
Albert Mohler, who sponsored the amendment on women pastors, said it addressed a defining issue.



    
        




    




"This is an opportunity for Southern Baptists to speak in truth, in unity, in conviction," said Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. 

    
        
    
"There's a great line that divides liberal and biblical evangelicalism, and you can see it on this very issue," he said. "The trajectory of liberal denominations is clear."
There was only brief debate -- and none of it contained support for women pastors.
The sole opposition came from South Carolina pastor Doug Mize. He said the measure wasn't necessary because the denomination already has a mechanism to expel churches with women in senior pastoral positions, and it's done so multiple times.

    
"What we have already works," he said.
Southern Baptist leaders cite biblical passages that limit pastors to men. Advocates for women's ministry cite biblical passages that proclaim men and women as equal under God and where women are called to proclaim the gospel.
Southern Baptists can expel churches 
While the SBC can't tell its self-governing churches what to do, it does have the power to expel churches from convention membership, declaring them not in "friendly cooperation."
There's already wide agreement within the denomination that its belief statement -- the Baptist Faith and Message -- rejects the appointment of women as senior pastors who lead churches. Debate has persisted regarding churches with women serving in assistant pastoral or preaching roles.
"We need constitutional clarity on this issue," Mohler said. He had a lead role in drafting the Baptist Faith and Message, which passed in 2000. 
The amendment's language requires the exclusion of any church that acts "to affirm, appoint, or endorse a woman serving in the office or function of a pastor/elder/overseer, specifically preaching to the assembled congregation."

    
Churches were removed in recent years for having women pastors
In the previous three annual meetings, a majority of representatives voted to amend the SBC constitution to ban churches with women in any pastoral role. But only in one of those years did the measure get the needed two-thirds supermajority, so the matter languished.
The denomination has expelled churches with women in senior pastoral roles, including the large Saddleback Church of California, on the grounds of an existing clause in the constitution barring churches whose "faith and practice" was out of harmony with the denomination's. 
The SBC debate stands in stark contrast to the practices of numerous historic, more liberal Protestant denominations, which ordain women and have opened their highest offices to them. Practices vary widely in conservative, evangelical denominations -- particularly in Pentecostal and charismatic circles, where prominent women pastors include Paula White-Cain, head of President Donald Trump's White House Faith Office.
But other, more conservative Protestant groups do not ordain women as clergy. And the Catholic and Orthodox churches -- the world's two largest Christian communions -- ordain only men to the priesthood.

    
Some Baptists disagree on women's roles
The organization Baptist Women in Ministry, which works with female ministers in various Baptist denominations, issued a statement lamenting the vote.
"We express our solidarity with the women in ministry who have been harmed by this vote, the hateful rhetoric and propaganda leading up to the vote, and the damaging theology the vote represents," it said. "Women in ministry deserve affirmation, respect, and the opportunity to follow God's call. We are heartbroken that they have been denied those fundamental freedoms in the process of this vote."
Baptists say the Bible places high value on both men and women as created in the image of God while assigning them different roles in churches and homes. The Baptist Faith and Message not only asserts a male-only office of pastor but also the "servant leadership" of husbands over wives.
"I realize that in our egalitarian society, that runs against the grain," Mohler said afterward. But he said Southern Baptists have a "pricelessly high view of the role of women and even the necessity of the gifts and contribution and work of women in every sphere of life."

    
Resolutions passed on immigration and political violence
Later Wednesday, SBC messengers approved a resolutions denouncing political violence and hateful speech. They approved another that called for humane treatment of immigrants while affirming the legitimacy of immigration enforcement and rejecting nativistic and dehumanizing rhetoric.
They also approved a resolution denouncing antisemitic violence and conspiracy theories, notably those arising during Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza.
At the same time, the resolution affirms Southern Baptists' hope for Jews' conversion to Christianity. In 1996, an SBC resolution called for the evangelization of Jews, prompting major Jewish leaders to call it a setback for interfaith relations. 
On Tuesday, delegates elected Florida pastor Willy Rice to be its next president. He won 58% of the votes over South Carolina pastor Josh Powell.
Rice supported the amendment barring churches with women pastors, as did Powell and the SBC's departing president, Clint Pressley. 
Rice, senior pastor of Calvary Church in Clearwater, drew support from advocacy groups such as the Center for Baptist Leadership, which have argued SBC leadership has gone "woke" on issues ranging from race to gender to immigration.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Honda retira mas de 880.000 autos por problema en componentes de suspension trasera




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El logo de Honda en un vehiculo de esa marca, en una exposicion en Pittsburgh, el 14 de febrero del 2025. (AP foto/Gene J. Puskar)]
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                                        Honda esta retirando del mercado mas de 800.000 vehiculos porque componentes de la suspension trasera podrian fallar y hacer que los conductores pierdan el control, lo que aumenta las probabilidades de un choque o de lesiones.
El retiro abarca ciertos vehiculos Honda Pilot 2016-2022, Ridgeline 2017-2023, Passport 2019-2023 y Acura MDX 2014-2020, anuncio la American Honda Motor Co.
Incluye 880.514 vehiculos que se vendieron en Connecticut, Delaware, el Distrito de Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nueva Hampshire, Nueva Jersey, Nueva York, Ohio, Pensilvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, Virginia Occidental o Wisconsin.
El problema se centra en el subchasis trasero, que puede corroerse en los puntos de montaje de la suspension y provocar que la suspension trasera falle. Honda calcula que solo el 1% de los vehiculos enumerados presenta el defecto.

    
Honda no ha tenido reclamaciones de garantia ni reportes de lesiones o muertes relacionadas con el problema.
Como medida correctiva, los concesionarios de Honda y Acura inspeccionaran el subchasis trasero e instalaran un kit de refuerzo si es necesario, o repararan o reemplazaran los componentes del subchasis trasero sin costo para los propietarios de los vehiculos.



    
        




    




Se enviaran cartas de notificacion a los propietarios a partir del 7 de julio.


    
        
    
El numero de campana de la Administracion Nacional de Seguridad del Trafico en las Carreteras para este retiro es 26V367000. Los numeros de Honda para este retiro son AOU y AOT. Los numeros de identificacion del vehiculo aplicables a este retiro podran buscarse en NHTSA.gov a partir del 10 de junio.
Los propietarios pueden comunicarse con el servicio de atencion al cliente de Honda al 1-888-234-2138.
__________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                    World News

    Keiko Fujimori retoma su liderazgo sobre Roberto Sanchez en el balotaje presidencial de Peru




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: La candidata presidencial Keiko Fujimori, del partido Fuerza Popular, y su rival Roberto Sanchez, del partido Juntos por el Peru, saludan con la mano durante un debate presidencial celebrado en Lima, Peru, el domingo 31 de mayo de 2026. (Foto AP/Martin Mejia)]
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[image: Seguidores de la candidata presidencial Keiko Fujimori, del partido Fuerza Popular, festejan ante los primeros resultados de la segunda vuelta de las elecciones presidenciales, el domingo 7 de junio de 2026, en Lima, Peru. (AP Foto/Martin Mejia)]
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                                        LIMA (AP) -- La conservadora Keiko Fujimori retomo el liderazgo el miercoles en el conteo de votos del balotaje de los comicios presidenciales de Peru, superando al progresista Roberto Sanchez luego de que se han contabilizado mas del 98% de las actas electorales.
Fujimori, de Fuerza Popular, sumaba 50.001% de los sufragios, mientras que Sanchez, de Juntos por el Peru, lograba 49.999% de apoyo, segun el conteo preliminar de la Oficina Nacional de Procesos Electorales (ONPE), la organizadora de los comicios del domingo.
En un principio Fujimori encabezo los conteos ese dia, pero el lunes Sanchez la supero. No obstante, a medida que los votos desde el extranjero han comenzado a llegar a Peru, la candidata empezo a recuperarse. La ventaja de Fujimori sobre Sanchez es muy estrecha, de poco mas de 400 sufragios.
Horas antes, el Jurado Nacional de Elecciones pidio "mantener la calma" y esperar a que concluya el conteo de votos y la revision de las impugnaciones en el balotaje.

    
El Jurado efectuo su declaracion luego de que, la vispera, manifestantes de Juntos por el Peru protestaron frente a sus instalaciones, gritando "!El voto se defiende en las urnas y las calles!".



    
        




    




Sanchez dijo el miercoles a la prensa que la manifestacion de sus seguidores "es un derecho constitucional" que constituye la "defensa de una victoria popular y del voto". Y anadio que "la gente tiene el derecho" a manifestarse de forma pacifica. 

    
        
    
El Jurado estimo el domingo que el resultado final estara listo en un mes, aproximadamente el 7 de julio. 
No es una sorpresa el lento conteo de votos en Peru. El computo final de la primera vuelta del 12 de abril fue anunciado mas de un mes despues de los comicios. Lo mismo ocurrio en las elecciones presidenciales de 2021.
Fujimori, hija del fallecido expresidente Alberto Fujimori (1990-2000), recalco el miercoles a periodistas que hay que actuar "con mucha responsabilidad", y que las instituciones electorales son las que daran "el veredicto". Dijo tambien que lo "mas importante es lo que senalan las actas, que la voluntad popular se respete".

    
Hace cinco anos, tras el balotaje presidencial del 6 de junio de 2021 en el que Pedro Castillo la derroto por escaso margen, Fujimori aseguro que hallo indicios de "fraude en mesa". Pidio anular 200.000 votos que favorecian a Castillo. Seguidores de Fujimori marcharon por calles de Lima vistiendo camisetas de la seleccion peruana de futbol y protestando frente al Jurado y la casa de su titular.

    
        
    
Fujimori nunca demostro el supuesto fraude, y Castillo gano las elecciones por apenas 44.000 votos.
La demora en el conteo de los resultados finales se debe a una ley electoral, la cual exige que cada cedula de votacion y cada acta --que resume los votos de cada mesa-- deben ser transportadas hasta mas de un centenar de oficinas para su conteo. Tambien deben llegar a Lima, desde 63 paises, las cedulas y actas de quienes votaron en el exterior. A eso se suma el reconteo de votos y la resolucion de impugnaciones.

El aumento de la delincuencia, en particular la extorsion, fue la principal preocupacion de los votantes. Los expertos atribuyen el creciente poder del crimen organizado a los beneficios cada vez mayores que genera la extraccion ilegal de oro en los Andes y la Amazonia.
El ganador de la segunda vuelta tomara posesion de su cargo el 28 de julio para un mandato de cinco anos.
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    Chiefs lock in Patrick Mahomes through 2033 with a $504.75M reworked deal, AP source says




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) signals teammates during the NFL football team's practice Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)]
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[image: Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, back, talks with head coach Andy Reid during an NFL football team's practice Wednesday, June 10, 2026, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)]
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[image: Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) watches drills during the NFL football team's practice Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)]
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Patrick Mahomes is set to be the quarterback of the Kansas City Chiefs well into the next decade.
The Chiefs and the two-time MVP agreed to a restructured contract Wednesday that adds two years to his deal and pushes the total compensation past a half-billion dollars, a person familiar with the terms told The Associated Press. The person spoke on condition of anonymity because the Chiefs do not disclose financial terms of their contracts.
The Chiefs later posted a photo of Mahomes signing his extension on social media.
Mahomes signed a 10-year, $450 million contract in 2020 that set a benchmark not only for the quarterback position but for any football player. The latest extension ties the two-time MVP to the Chiefs through the 2033 season, when Mahomes will be 38, and it comes in at $504.75 million, with incentives and escalators that could push the value $522.25 million.

    
"Over the last decade, Patrick has become one of the most iconic, beloved sports figures of all time," Chiefs chairman Clark Hunt said. "He has helped lead our franchise to five Super Bowl appearances and three championships, he has been instrumental in shaping the Chiefs brand and putting Kansas City on the world stage, and on top of it all he has been an outstanding role model.



    
        




    




"Patrick is a generational talent and an elite human being and I'm so excited he will continue to lead our team into the future."

    
        
    
The Chiefs and Mahomes regularly rework his contract in the offseason, giving the team the financial flexibility to surround him with enough talent to compete for championships. The latest deal, though, includes a massive pay increase after recent deals done for other quarterbacks -- among them Dak Prescott, Jordan Love, Joe Burrow and Josh Allen -- had reset the QB market.
Prescott's four-year deal included a league-leading average of $60 million per year. Mahomes will now average $63.1 million.

    
"The magic continues," his agency, Equity Sports, and its chief executive Chris Cabott wrote on social media Wednesday.
Mahomes underwent season-ending surgery last December after tearing ligaments in his left knee in the waning minutes of a loss to the Chargers. He has spent the entire offseason rehabbing the injury in Kansas City, and he has been on the field for the entirety of the Chiefs' offseason program, which concludes Thursday with the final day of their mandatory three-day minicamp.
"I like what I've seen. He's working hard," Chiefs coach Andy Reid said earlier in offseason workouts. "This is good for him, I mean getting out there and throwing. It's good rehab as he continues to rehab, so he keeps the feel with the wide receivers. Or he's doing partial practice and -- but it's important that he keeps his timing up. He's busting his tail to put himself in this position."
Mahomes has insisted ever since his injury that his goal was to be ready for Week 1 of the coming season.
The Chiefs play their preseason opener against the Rams on Aug. 15, but their regular-season opener is not until Sept. 14, when they face defending AFC West champion Denver in a marquee Monday night matchup at Arrowhead Stadium.

    
"I want to be out there with my guys," Mahomes said recently, "but I know that's still a long ways away, and so all I can do is execute the day and do whatever I can do to be better that day. We've done that up until now, and we've set these checkpoints and these goals of where I want to be at, and I've gotten to those. So now I just have to continue to do that at the right pace."
Mahomes has been shattering records ever since the Chiefs made him their starter for the 2018 season. He has thrown for nearly 36,000 yards, earned six Pro Bowl nods and won three Super Bowl titles in five trips to the championship game.
The Chiefs had been to three straight Super Bowls before finishing a disappointing 6-11 last season. Mahomes was on injured reserve for the final three games, all of them losses, while the Chiefs turned their attention toward the coming season.


    
"As a competitor and as a football player, I want to be there," Mahomes said. "I can't predict the future. All I can do is be great today and then continue to be great tomorrow, but I've gotten to where I've gotten to because of that mindset and the goal at the end -- the very far end -- is to be ready and to be able to go out there and play with the guys Week 1."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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