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      Breaking News

      
        Pope condemns 'indifference' towards migrants on Canaries trip
        ARGUINEGUIN (SPAIN) - Pope Leo XIV on Thursday condemned "indifference" towards migrants during a visit to Spain's Canary Islands that symbolised the perils of deadly irregular routes to Europe.

      

      
        Scientists warn of record heat as climate monitoring threatened
        PARIS (FRANCE) - Planetary heating is intensifying and key climate indicators are deteriorating, top scientists have said, warning that funding decisions affecting Earth observation systems in the United States and other countries threaten efforts to track global warming.

      

      
        'Racist thuggery' condemned after second night of disorder in N.Ireland
        BELFAST - Police arrested 16 people during a second night of disorder in Northern Ireland sparked by a brutal Belfast stabbing, a senior minister reported, condemning rioters for "racist thuggery".

      

      
        G7 and allies seek to bridge divide with Trump
        PARIS - Europe's leading nations and their G7 allies will seek to narrow differences with Donald Trump at a summit from Monday in France chaired by French President Emmanuel Macron but expected to be dominated by the US leader's presence.

      

      
        Wall Street buckles up for SpaceX liftoff
        NEW YORK - As SpaceX prepares for its record-breaking $75 billion market debut with great fanfare, Wall Street traders, brokers and exchanges are  working nonstop to make sure their trading systems can handle the blockbuster IPO and avoid &zwnj;the chaos that marred other highly anticipated launches.

      

      
        Isoc told to pay activists smeared online
        The Court of Appeal has ordered the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) to pay 210,000 baht in compensation to two human rights defenders and remove online content that damaged their reputations, overturning part of a lower court ruling.

      

      
        Iran warns Mideast truce 'practically meaningless' after US strikes
        TEHRAN - Iran warned on Thursday that the shaky ceasefire in the three-month Middle East war was now "practically meaningless" following fresh strikes by the United States that saw Tehran respond with attacks around the region.

      

      
        Thai farm debt crisis a test for Anutin government
        Ahead of the Feb 8 general election, politicians  often came to court voters like 69-year-old rice farmer Chaon Taiupok in Ayutthaya, about &zwnj;80km north of Bangkok.

      

      
        A muted flavouring to the face
        If your makeup routine has been feeling a little too heavy for Thailand's relentless heat, consider this your sign to scale things back. The latest beauty trend taking over Thai social media is all about being effortlessly put together, and looking like you're barely wearing any makeup at all.

      

      
        B9m put to better communicating Thai-Cambodian situation
        The Thai government has reportedly approved a budget of 9.8 million baht to support the operations of the Thai--Cambodian Joint Information Coordination Centre (JIC), aiming to strengthen its ability to communicate information to the international community.
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																ARGUINEGUIN (SPAIN) - Pope Leo XIV on Thursday condemned "indifference" towards migrants during a visit to Spain's Canary Islands that symbolised the perils of deadly irregular routes to Europe.
The pontiff cast a wreath into the sea in tribute to the thousands who have died trying to reach the Atlantic archipelago, on day six of a trip to Spain that has repeatedly highlighted the plight of migrants.

Leo visited the port of Arguineguin on Gran Canaria island, where he met migrants and those who help them before blessing a cross made from the wood of migrant boats.

"Even today, monsters lurk in these seas: mafias that profit from despair, traffickers who enslave women and children, and those whose indifference allows the poor to be swallowed up by exploitation or forgetfulness," Leo told a ceremony at the port.

Nearly 1,200 people died or went missing on the route from Africa to the Canary Islands last year, according to the International Organization for Migration, making it one of the world's deadliest migration routes.

Europe, where governments have toughened their policies in recent years under pressure from the far right, "cannot claim to uphold human dignity while growing accustomed to the Mediterranean and the Atlantic becoming unmarked graves", added Leo.

The pope said the tragedy must "appeal to the conscience" of nations of origin and transit where migrants flee poverty and conflict and fall prey to trafficking gangs.

The audience heard the testimony of a Nigerian woman who fell victim to traffickers while trying to reach Spain and was not at the ceremony for safety reasons.

"I had to choose: live in suffering, or cross and risk it all. Die trying, or stay and not have anything," said the woman, who was forced into prostitution in Spain and had her baby snatched from her.

Leo inclined himself as he spoke of wanting "to bow before" the dignity of migrants.

"You are not just numbers or files. You are people who have left behind families and homes. You have dreams that no one has the right to despise," he said.

- 'Critical moment' -

More than 46,000 people reached the archipelago off northwestern Africa in 2024, a record year, often in packed, unseaworthy boats. Numbers have since dropped.

The Canaries visit fulfils a long-held wish of Leo's predecessor Francis, who died a year ago without making a planned trip to the islands.

Leo's defence of migrants has sparked anger from US President Donald Trump, who has cracked down on irregular arrivals since returning to the White House last year.

"We really value this visit. It's very important for us at such a critical moment," Mohamed Amjahdi, who arrived in the islands from Morocco on a boat when he was 17, told AFP in Arguineguin.

"We also appreciate the Catholic Church and the vital work it does for migrants. When it comes to helping migrants, there's no distinction," added Amjahdi, 37, a member of the Spanish Islamic Commission.

"It doesn't matter whether you're Christian or not, whether you're white or black -- everyone receives the same support."

- 'Dock of shame' -

Arguineguin became known as the "dock of shame" after more than 3,000 migrants slept there in the open or under makeshift shelters during a surge in arrivals in 2020.

A large banner reading "dock of hope" was installed at Thursday's ceremony.

In an address to Spain's parliament on Monday, Leo called for "safe and legal pathways" for immigration and for migrants to be given "a respectful welcome and real opportunities for integration".

The pope's visit comes as Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez's government has moved to regularise around 500,000 undocumented migrants, bucking a trend across Europe.

Thursday marks the penultimate day of the pope's week-long trip to Spain, which has included stops in Madrid and Barcelona.

The visit concludes on Friday on the island of Tenerife, where he is also to visit a migrant centre.
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																PARIS (FRANCE) - Planetary heating is intensifying and key climate indicators are deteriorating, top scientists have said, warning that funding decisions affecting Earth observation systems in the United States and other countries threaten efforts to track global warming.
More than 70 scientists -- including contributors to the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) -- raised the alarm over record human-induced warming and surging marine heatwaves in an annual study published between major IPCC assessments.

"These indicators represent an essential monitoring of the vitals of a patient exhibiting ever increasingly troubling symptoms," said Peter Thorne, a co-author and physical geography professor at Ireland's Maynooth University.

"They all rest upon a suite of global observation capabilities which are, for the first time in my lifetime, systematically either actively degrading or at risk," said Thorne, who is also deputy chair of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), a UN-backed Earth monitoring program.

Global temperatures reached about 1.39C above preindustrial levels in 2025, with nearly all of that warming -- 1.37C -- driven by human activities, according to the study published in the journal Earth System Science Data.

Human-induced warming will reach 1.5C around 2030, the scientists warned.

Nations agreed under the 2015 Paris climate accord to limit warming to well below 2C -- and preferably 1.5C -- to avoid the worst consequences of climate change.

But the report found the world is accumulating heat at a rapid pace, worsening "Earth's energy imbalance" -- the rate at which energy enters and leaves the planet.

"Without human influence, it should be close to zero, but it has been growing since the 1970s and is now at a record high, doubling in recent decades," said the study's lead author, Piers Forster, a physical climate change professor at the University of Leeds in Britain.

The high rate of warming is due to a combination of greenhouse gas emissions reaching an all-time high and the reduction of aerosol pollution, which has weakened a cooling effect as these particles reflect sunlight.

CO2 emissions, however, remain the main driver of global warming and are at a record high.

While scientists said emissions are slowing, the "carbon budget" -- the amount of CO2 that can still be emitted to keep warming under 1.5C -- could be exhausted in around three years.

"Given that greenhouse gas emissions are still on the rise, keeping global warming below this (1.5C) threshold now seems unachievable," said Aurelien Ribes, climate scientist at the French meteorological service.

The sea rose by around 23 cm between 1901 and 2025 -- and it is rising at a faster pace at 3.84 mm per year, due to melting land-based ice and through thermal expansion as the ocean warms.

The number of marine heatwave days -- a new indicator added to this year's report -- has more than tripled since 1991, reaching 65 on average in 2025.

- Trump cuts -

Launched in 2023, the Indicators of Global Climate Change provides an annual update for policymakers on the state of the planet as climate change accelerates. The last IPCC assessment was finalised in 2023 and the next is due in 2028 or 2029.

The annual indicators report relies on around 40 global datasets which come from satellites and an array of land, sea and air instruments, including weather stations, ships, buoys and weather ballons.

But efforts to tackle climate change are increasingly overshadowed by wars in the Middle East and Ukraine, with governments facing a global energy crisis, budget constraints and a climate-sceptic President Donald Trump.

"Future monitoring of these indicators, such as ocean and satellite measurements of the Earth's energy imbalance, are threatened by geopolitical and public funding decisions," the report said.

It noted that funding for the UN's World Meteorological Organization has diminished while the GCOS "is also under threat".

Several satellite programs are at risk, including in the United States.

The authors pointed to the recent decision by the Trump administration to remove hundreds of deep-sea instruments.

Such instruments are "incredibly critical" to understand how oceans absorb heat and how that affects weather patterns and ocean circulation, said Samantha Burgess, strategic lead for climate at the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF).

"We really need these in-situ observations to continue monitoring the climate," she said.

The scientists also cited a decrease in on-site measurements in Africa, the west Pacific and South America.

Burgess said the plane that carries the atmospheric observing system in the UK was recently defunded.

"So it's not just one nation, unfortunately," she said.
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																BELFAST - Police arrested 16 people during a second night of disorder in Northern Ireland sparked by a brutal Belfast stabbing, a senior minister reported, condemning rioters for "racist thuggery".
Twelve officers were also injured in Wednesday's unrest, the UK government's Northern Ireland minister Hilary Benn told Sky News.

Dozens of masked protesters clashed with riot police late into the night, with rioters setting fire to a car and boarded-up property, AFP journalists saw.

Projectiles, including petrol bombs and bricks, were hurled as riot police used water cannon and mounted charges to push back dozens of rioters trying to reach a hotel which had been used to house asylum seekers.

Benn said the scale of unrest on Wednesday evening was "a lot less than the terrible events that we witnessed on Tuesday night".

But he said it was "really important to convey the sense of fear that has been created, above all for those who were intimidated, burned out of their houses by masked thugs on the basis of the colour of their skin".

"We've had reports of people being stopped in their cars to be asked what their nationality is on their way to work, and this is completely unacceptable," he told Sky News TV.

A nurse was "chased and intimidated" as she travelled to work at Ulster Hospital near Belfast on Wednesday night, the body that runs the hospital said.

She "bravely insisted" on doing her shift "in stark contrast to the behaviour of the people who terrified her as she tried to do her job", it added in a statement.

The biggest and main mosque in Northern Ireland also had to be shut for the first time in its history on Tuesday, chairman Mohammed Arshed said.

"We have been here since 1978. And we've never had trouble close before."

- Social media -

UK authorities blamed far-right activists for stoking anger on social media following Monday's knife attack.

A Sudanese man appeared in court Wednesday charged with the attempted murder of Stephen Ogilvie that triggered the unrest, which also spread to the Scottish city Glasgow.

Hadi Alodid, 30, was remanded in custody by Belfast magistrates, charged with Monday's attack, and the case was adjourned to July 8.

The images of the attack spread within the hour on social networks after being posted on X by far-right activist Stephen Yaxley-Lennon -- also known as Tommy Robinson -- and then amplified by X-owner and US tech billionaire Elon Musk.

In a night of violence in Belfast on Tuesday, masked rioters torched vehicles and buildings and forced families to flee their homes.

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer condemned the scenes as "shocking and completely unacceptable".

Ogilvie's family appealed for calm and warned against using the "terrible tragedy" to "divide people or fuel hostility".

Ogilvie was in a stable condition despite losing an eye.

Tensions were already high across the UK. There were skirmishes in southern England last week over the police handling of the murder of a white student by a British Sikh man.

A local resident, 28, who asked not to give her name, said she had helped evacuate her neighbours. "It's just sad, this is a really close-knit community," she told AFP.

- 'Influx of migrants' -

Tuesday's unrest mainly flared in Protestant unionist areas.

Brendan, a 50-year-old plumber who joined the protests, said "nobody agrees with the violence" and there had been enough during the decades of sectarian fighting over British rule of Northern Ireland, which ended in a 1998 peace deal.

But he supported the protests as "there's nothing going to unite people more than crimes of inhumane acts like butchering people".

And John, who also only gave his first name, said: "There's now a united Ireland... united because the ordinary people have realised that, actually, we have been played like puppets."

He said the protesters were "genuinely concerned... we have an influx across Europe of migrants".

Numerous accounts linked to so-called "patriots" shared the footage, urging people to "protest against mass immigration into their communities".

Immigration is a hot-button issue in both Britain, and has helped fuel the rise of the hard-right Reform UK party, led by Nigel Farage.

The country has seen frequent anti-immigration protests in recent years, some turning violent.
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																PARIS - Europe's leading nations and their G7 allies will seek to narrow differences with Donald Trump at a summit from Monday in France chaired by French President Emmanuel Macron but expected to be dominated by the US leader's presence.
Participants on the shores of Lake Geneva will be looking to put the sparkle and fizz back into relations with the United States, in the French spa resort of Evian-les-Bains famed as the home of Evian mineral water.

The summit will be one of the first major international gatherings since the United States and its ally Israel began a war against Iran in late February, upending the Middle East and widening transatlantic tensions.

Aside from promoting efforts to end the conflict and re-open the key Strait of Hormuz shipping bottleneck, the leaders will have a packed agenda of potentially explosive issues over three days of talks.

With Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in attendance, they will look to find a united front on bringing Russia to the negotiating table to end over four years of war sparked by Moscow's full-scale invasion of its neighbour.

Zelensky's participation "is very important for us because we need to rebuild consensus within the G7", including the need for "negotiations", Macron said on Wednesday, in a nod to differences with Trump over Ukraine over the past year.

But the other members of the G7 will also be looking to press Trump to accept concessions on global trade imbalances -- in the face of Trump's protectionist trade policies. There is also pressure for greater regulation of big tech firms to protect minors, despite US reluctance.

Fresh from birthday

France has been keen to expand the appeal of the Group of Seven leading economies -- Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and United States -- beyond its core membership. Macron has invited the leaders of Brazil, Egypt, India, Kenya and South Korea to the meeting.

Sam Altman, the head of artificial intelligence giant OpenAI and Arthur Mensch of its European rival Mistral AI, will attend a lunch Wednesday on protecting minors in the digital sphere.

In a bid to find regional consensus on Iran, Macron has invited the leaders of Arab states Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates to a special session on Tuesday.

But China, as so often at G7 meetings, will be conspicuous by its absence. There is growing concern in the West over Beijing's dominance and control in the market for rare earth minerals used in everyday electronic appliances.

Seeking to reach out to Beijing, Macron will however on Thursday hold the "World Convergence Summit for Growth" videoconference with the G7 members, China and several other emerging markets attending.

Trump, always a mercurial presence, will be arriving at the G7 summit fresh from celebrating his 80th birthday on June 14 where he is to watch an MMA cage fight on the White House lawn.

French officials want to ensure that there is no repeat of the last G7 in Canada, which Trump left early. They hope the US leader could be tempted to extend his stay in France with a bilateral summit with Macron in Paris or elsewhere.

'Aggressive behaviour'

An immense security operation involving thousands of police and troops is under way, spreading to neighbouring Switzerland on the other side of the lake, where the airport in Geneva will receive arrivals and shops have already boarded up their windows.

For Macron, whose country holds the rotating presidency of the G7, the summit will be one of the final chances to make an impact on the international stage. With less than a year of his final mandate remaining, he wants to press home his cherished idea of increasing European sovereignty.

The talks will lead up to a summit of the wider G20 group that includes China -- to be hosted in December by Trump at a golf resort he owns in Miami.

Ahead of the summit, the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) published a poll of citizens from over a dozen European countries showing that confidence in the United States was falling and only 11 percent viewed the Trump administration as an "ally".

In the face of US "criticism and aggressive behaviour", European leaders have a window "to go further and faster" in building common systems of security, said ECFR senior policy fellow Pawel Zerka.
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										Wall Street buckles up for SpaceX liftoff

										Nasdaq and trading firms  test systems to ensure mega-IPO won't overwhelm market
									



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/entertainment/3269420/wall-street-buckles-up-for-spacex-liftoff



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Isoc told to pay activists smeared online								

								Appeal court says security agency liable for failing to stop 'information operation'
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																The Court of Appeal has ordered the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) to pay 210,000 baht in compensation to two human rights defenders and remove online content that damaged their reputations, overturning part of a lower court ruling.
The judgement, read on Thursday at the Civil Court, was issued in a lawsuit filed by activists Angkhana Neelapaijit and Anchana Heemmina against the Office of the Prime Minister, Isoc and the Royal Thai Army.

At issue were online posts targeting the activists by spreading false news about them. The euphemism "information operation" (IO) has come to be used to describe such activities, often carried out by state and military actors to intimidate critics.

The court found Isoc liable, ruling that it had authority to control and supervise Pulony.com, the website used to publish the disputed content.

It ordered Isoc to pay 120,000 baht in compensation to Ms Angkhana and 90,000 baht to Ms Anchana, plus interest as prescribed by law. The agency was also ordered to remove the offending content within seven days.

The plaintiffs argued that names, photographs and information about activists, civil society members and human rights defenders were published online in a manner that damaged their reputations and unfairly linked them to national security threats.

The judgement, read on Thursday at the Civil Court, was issued in a lawsuit filed by activists Angkhana Neelapaijit and Anchana Heemmina against the Office of the Prime Minister, Isoc and the Royal Thai Army.

At issue were online posts targeting the activists by spreading false news about them. The euphemism "information operation" (IO) has come to be used to describe such activities, often carried out by state and military actors to intimidate critics.

The court found Isoc liable, ruling that it had authority to control and supervise Pulony.com, the website used to publish the disputed content.

It ordered Isoc to pay 120,000 baht in compensation to Ms Angkhana and 90,000 baht to Ms Anchana, plus interest as prescribed by law. The agency was also ordered to remove the offending content within seven days.

The plaintiffs argued that names, photographs and information about activists, civil society members and human rights defenders were published online in a manner that damaged their reputations and unfairly linked them to national security threats.

In its ruling, the court said agencies responsible for supervising channels used to disseminate information could also be held liable for damage caused by content published through those channels.

Ms Angkhana described the judgement as an important precedent for human rights protection. She cited evidence presented during the case, including a report by an extraordinary parliamentary subcommittee reviewing the annual budget bill and testimony from witnesses.

She said the court accepted that the operation had been carried out by individuals linked to the Isoc Region 4 Forward Command, constituting a wrongful act by a state agency.

'Restoring dignity'

Speaking after more than six years of legal proceedings, Ms Angkhana said the case was not about money or punishment but about restoring human dignity.

She also urged the prime minister, in his capacity as Isoc director, not to appeal to the Supreme Court, saying further litigation would delay accountability and remedy for those affected.

The court dismissed the plaintiffs' request for a public apology through the media.

Isoc, sometimes referred to as the political arm of the military, has an estimated 6,000 personnel nationwide, excluding the South. Most of them are seconded from the army and the police and receive extra stipends for their work with the agency.

Its presence in the South under Region 4 is considerably larger, estimated at up to 60,000 personnel. Numbers are also supplemented by paramilitary rangers and local volunteers.


	Editorial: Isoc role under scrutiny
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																TEHRAN - Iran warned on Thursday that the shaky ceasefire in the three-month Middle East war was now "practically meaningless" following fresh strikes by the United States that saw Tehran respond with attacks around the region.
The war, which began on February 28 with a wave of US-Israeli strikes on Iran, was paused by the April truce, but efforts to hammer out a permanent end to the fighting have stalled, and sporadic exchanges of fire have put the ceasefire under repeated strain.

In their second straight day of tit-for-tat attacks, Washington hit surveillance, communications and air defence facilities, US Central Command (CENTCOM) said, while Iran's Revolutionary Guards announced a "punitive operation" targeting a US base in Jordan and Gulf states reported incoming fire.

Mediators Pakistan and Qatar suggested backchannel efforts to negotiate an end to the war were ongoing in spite of the flare-up, though Islamabad cautioned it was "hard to be an optimist" in light of the latest escalation.

The strikes took place while a Qatari delegation was in Tehran, with a diplomatic source saying the discussions were "conducted in coordination with the United States".

US President Donald Trump, who has repeatedly maintained negotiations with Tehran were close to a deal, said on Wednesday that Iran keeps "playing us for suckers" and will now "have to pay the price".

Hours after, CENTCOM said US forces began strikes early Thursday on Iran in response to its "unwarranted and continued aggression", later adding it had completed its attacks.

Iranian media reported explosions across the south, with at least three people wounded in Tehran province.

Jordan said it had shot down 20 Iranian missiles, while Kuwait's military said its air defences had engaged "hostile aerial targets".

Bahrain, which hosts a US naval base, said an 11-year-old girl suffered minor injuries and homes and cars were damaged by "sinful Iranian aggression".

- 'Negotiate with bombs' -

The renewed hostilities came as Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth said that if Trump required it, "we'll negotiate with bombs".

Iran's foreign ministry said on Thursday that "the illegal and criminal attacks perpetrated by the United States in recent hours not only constitute a flagrant violation... but also render the ceasefire practically meaningless".

Mediators, however, were keeping up diplomatic efforts, with a team of Qatari negotiators departing Tehran following talks "that lasted into the early hours of this morning", the diplomat said.

A foreign ministry spokesman for fellow mediator Pakistan, which hosted an initial round of talks between the warring parties, said it had not "lost hope" in a negotiated resolution.

Still, said Tahir Andrabi, "It is hard to be an optimist in the new exchange of hostilities."

Saudi Arabia, which also came under Iranian attack during the war, called on Thursday for more talks under Pakistani and Qatari mediation.

China, the biggest buyer of Iranian oil, likewise called for more negotiations on Thursday, with a foreign ministry spokesperson urging the warring parties "to immediately cease military operations... respond to the mediation efforts of relevant countries, and achieve a comprehensive and lasting ceasefire".

- Hormuz threatened -

Iran has renewed its warnings over the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway for oil and gas transport which it has essentially closed.

"Are you making the sacred Strait of Hormuz unsafe?! We will make the region hell for you," Majid Mousavi, the head of the Iranian Guards' aerospace force, said in a social media post.

On Wednesday, three Indian sailors on a commercial vessel were killed when the United States attacked the ship off the coast of Oman, New Delhi's shipping minister said Thursday.

India's foreign ministry summoned a top US diplomat in New Delhi after the attack on the MT Settebello to lodge "a strong protest".

The Iranian navy said it had also hit two ships trying to sail through the strait, state television IRIB and the Mehr agency reported.

Another Iranian news agency, Tasnim, quoted the country's military operational command as saying the crucial waterway was "completely closed" and that "any vessel traffic" there would be targeted.

But CENTCOM denied that, saying "commercial ships are continuing to transit in and out of the Strait of Hormuz tonight".

- 'Bomb the S out of them' -

Earlier, American broadcaster Fox News reported that Trump said Iranian leaders had called him directly in the White House Situation Room as the US bombs began falling.

Iran's Guards quickly denied Tehran had done so, the IRNA news agency said.

Fox reporter Trey Yingst, who spoke to Trump, quoted the president as saying that if Iran did not accept US terms for ending the war, "We'll bomb the S out of them tomorrow night".

"We were really close to a deal, but they keep tapping us along," Trump told reporters Wednesday morning.

Hegseth suggested the strikes could extend into a third night, saying they would be "strong" and "clear".

burs-smw/dcp
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								Rising costs linked to Middle East conflict worsen already severe burden on many farmers
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																Ahead of the Feb 8 general election, politicians  often came to court voters like 69-year-old rice farmer Chaon Taiupok in Ayutthaya, about 80km north of Bangkok.
"Once they won and formed the government, they disappeared," said Chaon, who is struggling to make ends meet as rising costs of fuel and fertiliser triggered by the Iran war combine with falling rice prices to hammer farmers.

Retail diesel prices in Thailand surged by more than 60% at their peak as a result of the conflict, while fertiliser costs have risen by more than 30%.

"The government is not tackling the problem," Chaon said.

His discontent  reflects the growing political risk confronting Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, [?]who won a landslide election victory with the backing of rural voters but is now facing the heat as a war-driven price shock deepens Thailand's farm debt crisis.

Only months into its four-year term, support for Anutin's administration is already eroding. About 57% of respondents told a poll by Suan Dusit University in May they had little or no expectation of the government's performance, a sharp reversal from March when 68% of those polled had expressed optimism.

"The government will roll out further measures to support people and boost confidence in its work," said deputy government spokesperson Ploythalay Laksameesaengjan, adding higher oil prices driven by the war were beyond the administration's control.

The struggles of Thai farmers underscore the broader pressures weighing on Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, which has struggled with low growth. Thailand has also lagged peers since the pandemic [?]because its economy is reliant on slow-recovering tourism while domestic demand remains weak, constrained by high household debt. Nearly 78% of respondents in the May poll called for urgent action on rising living costs.

'Crisis of confidence'

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has already described the situation as a "cost-of-living crisis", acknowledging the growing strain on ordinary households.

However, after years of stimulus spending the government's fiscal policy options are limited, while inflation is projected to breach the Bank of Thailand's target of 1% to 3% this year, as the central bank has held its key interest rate at 1%.

Overall household debt in Thailand stands at 86.7% of gross domestic product, among  the highest in Asia, reflecting weak income growth, past easy credit and economic shocks, blunting the impact of government stimulus.

To ease the hardship, the government has introduced support measures and launched a 176-billion-baht consumer subsidy programme, as part of a wider 400-billion-baht borrowing decree, which is facing a legal challenge from opposition parties.

Even targeted government  schemes, such as subsidies of about 1,000 baht per rai for rice farmers, have done little to offset the rise in fertiliser and fuel prices, as they are insufficient to cover farmers' expenses, said Pramote Charoensilp, president of the Thai Agriculturists Association.

"The pressure on the government is not just economic," said Ngamprawan Ehsomnuk,  dean of the school of law and politics at [?]Suan Dusit University.

"It's a crisis of confidence in whether the government can govern effectively."

'Nothing left but debt'

For many, including 64-year-old Ayutthaya rice farmer Phayong Saengthong, the current situation feels insurmountable. After decades of farming, Phayong owes more than 1 million baht to lenders. Rising fertiliser and fuel costs, compounded by weak rice prices, added a further 200,000 baht in losses after his latest harvest.

Thai rice prices slumped last year, with export prices hitting an 18-year low, mainly due to ample global supply and intense competition from India.

"The debt is overwhelming," Phayong said. He is not alone. More than half of the 3.73 million farm borrowers at the state-owned Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives are ensnared in a "debt trap" they [?]are unlikely to escape before retirement, the central bank's research institute said in an April report.

With formal loans exhausted, Phayong said he relies on suppliers to extend  him credit. "If they stop giving me goods on credit, I may have to stop growing rice," he said, echoing the frustrations of many of the around 4.6 million rice farming households across rural Thailand who thought they would get more government assistance.

"There are no clear measures to help farmers," said Pramote, who plans to push for stronger support at a national rice policy board meeting on Thursday.

If paddy prices were closer to 10,000 baht per tonne, compared to about 7,800 baht currently, farmers could still find a way [?]out, said Chaon, who farms on 72 rai of land in Ayutthaya and  owes the state lender about half a million baht.

"With costs so high and rice prices so low, there's nothing left but debt," he said.
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									A muted flavouring to the face

									How to achieve Thailand's currently viral "Proong Jued' or 'low saturation' makeup trend.
								

									If your makeup routine has been feeling a little too heavy for Thailand's relentless heat, consider this your sign to scale things back. The latest beauty trend taking over Thai social media is all about being effortlessly put together, and looking like you're barely wearing any makeup at all.
									Known as "Proong Jued", which literally translates to bland seasoning, this makeup trend embraces the art of understatement. Rather than transforming the face, it gently colours the canvas. 

At first glance, Proong Jued makeup may evoke comparisons to the clean girl aesthetic that has dominated Western beauty conversations over the last few years. Yet the Thai interpretation possesses a distinctly regional sensibility. 

Instead of the sculpted minimalism often associated with its Western counterpart, Proong Jued leans toward softness: blurred edges, diffused colour and a youthful freshness that feels inherently approachable.

 

Here's how to achieve the look:

Start with complexion. 

This serves as the focal point of this entire look. Coverage is intentionally light, relying on cushions, skin tints and sheer bases that allow natural skin to remain visible. 

Concealer should be used sparingly and strategically, while contouring--if present at all--exists only to create subtle depth rather than dramatic definition. 

That being said, bronzer, with its sun-kissed intensity, is largely absent in this low saturation look.
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A post shared by Homeless Makeup (@homeless_makeupb)





Light reflection is equally important. 

Rather than glittering highlights designed to catch attention, the finish is closer to a natural reflection. Opt for choices that make the skin appear hydrated, healthy and quietly luminous. 

Concentrate the glow on familiar points: the bridge of the nose, the inner corners of the eyes, the cupid's bow and the high planes of the cheeks.
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A post shared by mua ton (@tonnow_mua)





Eyes, for this look, are washed with muted tones rather than saturated pigments. Whether using soft pinks, lilacs, peaches or understated browns (depending on your undertone), the effect is less about visible eyeshadow and more about creating a gentle veil of colour that enhances the eyes without announcement.
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A post shared by Homeless Makeup (@homeless_makeupb)





The same philosophy extends to blush. The trend's affinity for softly blurred cheeks reflects a broader shift away from sharply defined makeup placement. 

Cream and powder textures can be layered similarly to the viral Western favourite 'melted flush blush' to create a flush that appears naturally diffused, as though it originates beneath the skin rather than resting atop.

Just remember to choose less pigmented blushes than the one @Paintedbyesther is using for our low saturation concept.
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A post shared by Ngozi Edeme (@paintedbyesther)





Lastly, make the lips follow suit. Pick shades that remain close to one's natural lip colour, embracing the enduring appeal of the "my lips but better" effect. 

Edges are intentionally softened, with a touch of gloss at the centre of the lips to provide dimension without disrupting the overall subtlety.
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A post shared by mua ton (@tonnow_mua)





Perhaps the appeal of 'Proong Jued' lies in its rejection of performance. In an era increasingly defined by visibility--whether through social media, beauty filters or trend cycles that demand constant reinvention--the look champions something quieter. It suggests that beauty need not be exaggerated to be impactful.

Like fashion's ongoing fascination with quiet luxury, this low saturation makeup is ultimately an exercise in refinement. The details are subtle, the techniques deliberate, and the final result almost invisible. Yet that invisibility is precisely the point.
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									B9m put to better communicating Thai-Cambodian situation								
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																The Thai government has reportedly approved a budget of 9.8 million baht to support the operations of the Thai-Cambodian Joint Information Coordination Centre (JIC), aiming to strengthen its ability to communicate information to the international community.
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul met with Defence Minister Lt Gen Adul Boonthumjaroen on Thursday to discuss guidelines for enhancing support of the JIC's work in monitoring and reporting the situation along the Thai-Cambodian border.

According to sources at the Ministry of Defence, the centre's operations have faced constraints due to limited funding, with several activities relying on assistance from other agencies, particularly the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to facilitate media access to affected areas.

The reportedly approved budget will be used to bring international media to the field to observe facts directly, expand proactive information dissemination and improve comprehensive data management, reports said.

The JIC was established in January 2026 and has been directed by ACM Prapas Sornchaidee, who is also the assistant commander-in-chief of the Royal Thai Army.

Apart from the armed confrontation along the border last year, Thailand and Cambodia have also engaged in a war of narratives, contending with misinformation and fake news.

According to the defence ministry, the JIC functions as a central mechanism for the systematic and transparent communication of information concerning the border situation in conformity with international law and humanitarian principles.

On the Cambodian side, officials provide reports surrounding the situation through the country's Ministry of National Defence.

Related: Situation 'fragile' at border as Chinese tanks arrive
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									Isoc told to pay activists smeared online								

								Appeal court says security agency liable for failing to stop 'information operation'
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																The Court of Appeal has ordered the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc) to pay 210,000 baht in compensation to two human rights defenders and remove online content that damaged their reputations, overturning part of a lower court ruling.
The judgement, read on Thursday at the Civil Court, was issued in a lawsuit filed by activists Angkhana Neelapaijit and Anchana Heemmina against the Office of the Prime Minister, Isoc and the Royal Thai Army.

At issue were online posts targeting the activists by spreading false news about them. The euphemism "information operation" (IO) has come to be used to describe such activities, often carried out by state and military actors to intimidate critics.

The court found Isoc liable, ruling that it had authority to control and supervise Pulony.com, the website used to publish the disputed content.

It ordered Isoc to pay 120,000 baht in compensation to Ms Angkhana and 90,000 baht to Ms Anchana, plus interest as prescribed by law. The agency was also ordered to remove the offending content within seven days.

The plaintiffs argued that names, photographs and information about activists, civil society members and human rights defenders were published online in a manner that damaged their reputations and unfairly linked them to national security threats.

The judgement, read on Thursday at the Civil Court, was issued in a lawsuit filed by activists Angkhana Neelapaijit and Anchana Heemmina against the Office of the Prime Minister, Isoc and the Royal Thai Army.

At issue were online posts targeting the activists by spreading false news about them. The euphemism "information operation" (IO) has come to be used to describe such activities, often carried out by state and military actors to intimidate critics.

The court found Isoc liable, ruling that it had authority to control and supervise Pulony.com, the website used to publish the disputed content.

It ordered Isoc to pay 120,000 baht in compensation to Ms Angkhana and 90,000 baht to Ms Anchana, plus interest as prescribed by law. The agency was also ordered to remove the offending content within seven days.

The plaintiffs argued that names, photographs and information about activists, civil society members and human rights defenders were published online in a manner that damaged their reputations and unfairly linked them to national security threats.

In its ruling, the court said agencies responsible for supervising channels used to disseminate information could also be held liable for damage caused by content published through those channels.

Ms Angkhana described the judgement as an important precedent for human rights protection. She cited evidence presented during the case, including a report by an extraordinary parliamentary subcommittee reviewing the annual budget bill and testimony from witnesses.

She said the court accepted that the operation had been carried out by individuals linked to the Isoc Region 4 Forward Command, constituting a wrongful act by a state agency.

'Restoring dignity'

Speaking after more than six years of legal proceedings, Ms Angkhana said the case was not about money or punishment but about restoring human dignity.

She also urged the prime minister, in his capacity as Isoc director, not to appeal to the Supreme Court, saying further litigation would delay accountability and remedy for those affected.

The court dismissed the plaintiffs' request for a public apology through the media.

Isoc, sometimes referred to as the political arm of the military, has an estimated 6,000 personnel nationwide, excluding the South. Most of them are seconded from the army and the police and receive extra stipends for their work with the agency.

Its presence in the South under Region 4 is considerably larger, estimated at up to 60,000 personnel. Numbers are also supplemented by paramilitary rangers and local volunteers.


	Editorial: Isoc role under scrutiny
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									Myanmar court remands Thai woman held over US diplomat's death								

								Arrest followed discovery of man with fatal injuries at Yangon hotel a month ago
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																A Thai woman who police said was arrested over the death of a US diplomat in Myanmar was remanded in custody by a court on Thursday, a legal official told AFP.
The US diplomat was discovered at the Sakura Residence hotel and serviced apartment complex in Yangon on May 11 according to a police source, speaking anonymously because he was not authorised to discuss the case.

The 43-year-old man was pronounced dead on arrival at hospital with head and neck lacerations.

"A Thai woman who was found at his room at the Sakura Residence in Yangon was arrested," the source said.

The case was being treated as a potential homicide, he added.

A legal official at Kamayut Township Court in Yangon confirmed the woman appeared for a hearing on Thursday.

"She was remanded at court today," the official said, also speaking anonymously.

Details of the charges against the woman were not immediately available.

Myanmar's court system has grown increasingly opaque since the 2021 military coup, with press access extremely limited.

A recorded US embassy memorial service shared online described the deceased diplomat as a "regional security officer" from New York state with extensive previous foreign postings.  "We can confirm the death of a US government employee assigned to US Embassy Rangoon," a US State Department spokesperson said, without providing additional details.  Yangon was known [?]as Rangoon during its colonial era.

"Out of respect for the privacy of the family and loved ones, we have no further information to provide at this time."

Foreign enclave

Located in the upmarket Golden Valley neighbourhood of Yangon, the mid-rise Sakura Residence is a short distance from the US embassy and popular with diplomats, United Nations staff, aid workers and foreign businesspeople.

Hotel staff, reached via telephone, declined to comment and the local police station did not respond to requests for comment.

The Thai embassy in Yangon did not respond to a request for comment, but the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it was monitoring the case.

"This is currently a matter of consular assistance and an ongoing police investigation being handled through the relevant official  channels," a spokesperson said, declining to comment further.

Myanmar has been in political and economic turmoil since the military [?]seized power in a coup in February 2021, arresting Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and members of her government.

The takeover triggered widespread protests, sparking a civil war that [?]has pitted the military against a coalition of pro-democracy armed  resistance forces and long-established ethnic minority armies.

In early April, former junta chief Min Aung Hlaing was sworn in as the country's president, following a widely criticised, military-engineered election.
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									Food poisoning suspected as 147 Yasothon schoolchildren fall ill								
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																Doctors say food poisoning is suspected after 147 children experienced abdominal pain, vomiting and diarrhoea at a public school in Yasothon on Wednesday.
Some of the young pupils from Thetsaban 3 Hathanwakham School exhibited more severe symptoms, requiring admission to Yasothon Hospital in Muang district of the northeastern province.

The Muang Yasothon municipal office said that 38 young students were admitted to the hospital for stomachache, vomiting and diarrhoea and were under close watch by medical personnel there.

Yasothon governor Charnchai Srisrivichai visited the school on Thursday, with officials saying the immediate priority was preventive measures to contain the spread of the outbreak.

[image: Yasothon Municipality Office]
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As well, an epidemiology team has begun conducting a thorough investigation of personnel involved to find the cause of the incident.

The children affected ranged from kindergarteners to grade 3. Investigators are examining raw materials, samples from food handlers, drinking water and the school environment at large.

Samples from the patients have been sent for laboratory testing and authorities are waiting for official confirmation of results.

Thetsaban 3 Hathanwakhom School announced it would close on Thursday and Friday to ensure the highest level of disease control and safety for students and staff. The school is now undergoing a thorough cleaning and disinfection process to prevent a recurrence.

[image: Yasothon Municipality Office]
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Municipal officials said the investigation would be conducted in a transparent and fair manner. If causes related to food production are found, action will be taken in strict accordance with relevant regulations and laws.

Mr Charnchai also visited the young patients at Yasothon Hospital to offer encouragement to the children and reassure their parents.

Dr Thamsilp Kanmalai, the hospital director, and paediatrician Dr Kiriya Chitnapakarn said the children were safe, but needed to be kept for observation because of high fever and dehydration from vomiting and diarrhoea.

Initial assessments suggest the cause is most likely food poisoning, they said. Nonetheless, a diagnosis of any possible co-infections would await detailed epidemiological investigation.
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									Erawan Shrine bombers sentenced to death								

								Uyghur duo plan to appeal ruling handed down more than a decade after blast that killed 20
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																Two Chinese Uyghur men were sentenced to death on Thursday for carrying out the 2015 attack on the Erawan Shrine in Bangkok, killing 20 people, a long-awaited ruling in Thailand's deadliest bombing case.
The Bangkok South Criminal Court convicted Yusufu Mieraili and Bilal Mohammed of premeditated and attempted murder for their role in planting a bomb at the popular shrine at the Ratchaprasong intersection in August 2015.

The deadly blast tore apart the site where worshippers and tourists had gathered, injuring more than 120 people and leaving the shrine littered with motorbike fragments and singed debris.

Five tourists from mainland China and two from Hong Kong were among the dead when explosives -- apparently left in a backpack -- detonated.

"The defendants committed a single act that violated multiple laws. The court therefore imposed the harshest penalty available under the law, the death sentence," a member of the four-judge panel said on Thursday as the lengthy ruling was read out.

The defendants -- both Chinese nationals who arrived in court in prison garb -- were acquitted of charges stemming from a separate bombing at a pier in the Charoen Nakhon area.

Following the verdict, Mieraili said: "RIP Thailand's justice system. I don't accept any of this. I didn't do anything wrong."

Choochat Kanpai, the defendants' lawyer, told reporters the defendants "will appeal the ruling because there are many aspects of the case that the court has not fully considered, including the treatment of the defendants during the proceedings".

Beijing, commenting on the outcome of the trial, expressed its support for Thailand.

"The attackers were totally inhumane and extremely heinous. China supports Thailand in conducting the trial in accordance with the law and severely punishing the murderers," Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lin Jian told a news briefing on Thursday.

Delays and drugs

The decade-long trial over the horrific attack was beset by delays due to coronavirus disruptions and problems securing translators.

The blast came weeks after Thailand's then-ruling junta forcibly repatriated 109 Uyghurs to China, where rights groups say the Muslim minority face cultural and religious repression.

The timing prompted speculation that the attack was part of a revenge plot against a country that had been a key transit hub for Uyghurs as Thailand's then-military leaders grew closer to Beijing. (Story continues below)

[image: Soldiers inspect the scene after a bomb exploded at the Erawan Shrine in central Bangkok on Aug 17, 2015. (Photo: AFP)  ]
Soldiers inspect the scene after a bomb exploded at the Erawan Shrine in central Bangkok on Aug 17, 2015. (Photo: AFP)



Shortly after the bombing, police named 17 suspects, but only Mieraili and Mohammed were initially apprehended.

Thai authorities were criticised for a murky investigation that appeared to wind down shortly after the arrest of the two men.

They went on trial in 2016, accused of planting the explosives.

But the proceedings -- which have involved hundreds of witness testimonies -- have been delayed multiple times, once because the translator for the accused was hit with drugs charges.

Thai woman acquitted

In 2017 a Thai woman called Wanna Suansan was detained on arrival in Bangkok on a warrant linked to the shrine blast -- making her the third named suspect arrested.

She was charged with attempted murder, associated murder and possession of bombs and weapons, but was acquitted in 2024.

Uyghurs, a Turkic minority, hail from China's westernmost province, Xinjiang.

Beijing is accused of widespread human rights abuses in the region, including the incarceration of around one million Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities. It denies the allegations.

Thailand deported 40 more Uyghurs to China in February 2025 despite warnings from human rights groups that they would face persecution on their return, drawing swift condemnation from the United Nations.

The Erawan Shrine remains a popular draw for Chinese tourists to the kingdom's capital, but none that AFP spoke to ahead of the verdict said they knew about the case.

A Chinese man who said he came to the shrine "every year" declined to answer when asked about the 2015 bombing.

"It's nice to come here to pray," he said before walking away.

[image: Prison officers escort the Erawan Shrine bombing defendants to a hearing in Bangkok in February 2016. (Bangkok Post File Photo)]
Prison officers escort the Erawan Shrine bombing defendants to a hearing in Bangkok in February 2016. (Bangkok Post File Photo)
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									Celebrity lawyer 'Tum' sentenced to 6 years for fraud								

								Wife and sister-in-law acquitted on charges of swindling wealthy woman
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd, better known as ]
											
																							
													Lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd, better known as "Lawyer Tum" greets reporters with a wai as police escort him and his wife to the Criminal Court on Nov 8, 2024. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)												

																					

									

																The Criminal Court has sentenced celebrity lawyer Sittra Biabungkerd, widely known as "Lawyer Tum", to six years in prison without suspension after finding him guilty in a fraud case involving a wealthy woman.
The ruling was issued on Thursday in the case arising from a criminal complaint by Jatuporn Ubonlert, also known as "Je Aoy" or "Madam Aoy".

Mr Sittra is preparing to appeal the ruling. The court on Thursday afternoon granted his release on bail of 1 million baht, on condition that he not leave the country. 

Ms Jatuporn, who lives in France, came into a large sum of money when she won the EuroMillions lottery. She claimed she had been deceived by Mr Sittra, while the lawyer argued the money had been given voluntarily out of affection.

Mr Sittra was the first defendant in the case, alongside six co-defendants: his wife, Patthitta Biabungkerd; Pintira Kariwan, a sister of Mr Sittra's wife; Nuwat Yongyut, a close associate; Sarinee Nutchanat, Mr Nuwat's girlfriend; and two employees of a car showroom, Kaewsan Sukphon and Mananpan Rumthreeraphat.

Prosecutors said the defendants fraudulently obtained large sums of money from Ms Jatuporn through many transactions. These included 71 million baht purportedly for investment in an online lottery platform, 13 million for the purchase of a Mercedes-Benz, and 39 million baht allegedly paid in bitcoin for hiring a Chinese artist.

The defendants were divided into three groups. The first group consisted of Mr Sittra, his wife and his sister-in-law. The second involved Mr Nuwat and Ms Sarinee. The third group comprised the two car showroom employees.

All were charged with fraud committed in the course of business, money laundering and conspiracy to launder money.

Ms Patthitta and her sister were acquitted on Thursday. The two showroom employees were acquitted earlier, while Mr Nuwat and Ms Sarinee were convicted in a separate judgement that is currently under appeal.

The court found Mr Sittra guilty of fraud and violations under the Computer Crime Act. He was sentenced to four years and six months on the fraud charge, and an additional one year and six months for computer crime, bringing the total to six years without suspension.

The court also ordered Mr Sittra to repay Ms Jatuporn 72.5 million baht, with interest at a rate of 5% per year, according to Panthep Puapongpan, chairman of the Yamfao Pandin Foundation and legal adviser to Ms Jatuporn.

Mr Sittra and his wife have been in custody since the day of their arrest on Nov 7, 2024.

Police caught up with the couple while they were travelling in their Porsche Cayenne on the Kabin Buri-Chachoengsao Highway in Phanom Sarakham district of Chachoengsao, apparently trying to flee after being named in arrest warrants. (Story continues below)
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High-profile 'people's lawyer'

Mr Sittra was well known across Thailand as a "people's lawyer", helping disadvantaged people facing legal trouble and exposing corrupt police. At one point he had more than 2 million followers on Facebook.

Among his most high-profile exposes was the release of a video showing the former police detective Thitisan "Joe Ferrari" Utthanaphon suffocating a drug suspect to death with a plastic bag during an interrogation. Thitisan was convicted of murder and later took his life in prison.

Mr Sittra was also the first to reveal sexual assault allegations that led to the conviction of Prinn Panitchpakdi, a former deputy leader of the Democrat Party.

However, the lawyer raised eyebrows when he decided to defend Chaiphol "Uncle Phol" Wipha, who was accused of murdering his three-year-old niece in Mukdahan province.

In the ensuing media frenzy surrounding the case, Chaiphol become a social-media star, with many people believing his protestations of innocence. But he was later found guilty and sentenced to 20 years in jail.
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									Indian workers training AI robots to take their jobs								

								First-person video essential for improving robots' ability to perform tasks
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																KARUR, Tamil Nadu - With a smartphone strapped to her head, Indian housewife Nagireddy Sriramyachandra films herself slicing mangoes to train AI-powered robots to take on household jobs in the future.
Earning just over two dollars for an hour of video, her mundane recordings are invaluable for global tech companies teaching machines how to move like humans in the real world.

The 25-year-old is one of a growing army of thousands of AI system trainers in the world's most populous country.

"Who else will give you 250 rupees an hour just for doing housework?" said Sriramyachandra from her kitchen in Chennai in southern India's Tamil Nadu state.

"I may get a robot myself in the future," she added.

Artificial intelligence chatbots and image generators crunch reams of digital data, but building systems to navigate real-life environments is more challenging.

Developers think feeding first-person footage, called "egocentric data", into specialised AI models will help robots copy humans.

Some AI trainers work at home, others in factories or specialised studios -- using video glasses, head-mounted cameras and motion sensors.

"It blares 'hands not detected' when I'm not recording properly," said Sriramyachandra, who sends recordings via a special app to the AI data company Objectways.

The firm, which has offices in India and the United States, lists Fortune 500 multinationals as clients. It works with Amazon SageMaker, a platform for machine learning models.

'Better things'

The humanoid robot market is booming, with investment bank Morgan Stanley predicting there could be over a billion in use by 2050, mostly for industrial and commercial purposes.

"Folding clothes, coffee making... cooking a very specific thing, sandwich making," Objectways head Ravi Shankar said, listing videos requested by clients.

"Some jobs are supposed to be taken over, so humans can go and do better things."

In India, the emerging field of spatial AI is providing new employment -- for now.

The 50-year-old CEO is US-based, but hires workers from Tamil Nadu, where he grew up, one of India's international technology hubs.

At a Karur textile factory, busy with workers attaching labels to caps and ironing cloth bags, AFP saw eight people wearing head cameras and smart glasses supplied by Objectways.

India has positioned itself as a global middleman for the creation, processing and annotation of AI data.

"It's likely that these data collection services will increase", said digital labour expert Aditi Surie, from the Indian Institute for Human Settlements in Bengaluru.

Informal workers

India is aggressively developing its AI industry, but its leaders are aware that, alongside the technology's much-hyped benefits, automation poses risks.

Government think-tank NITI Aayog said that most discussions around artificial intelligence and labour "focus on white-collar professionals and predict an almost certain loss of jobs in the segment" without urgent action.

"Little attention, if any, is paid to how AI can serve India's 490 million informal workers, the very people who form the backbone of our economy," it said in a report released ahead of a global AI summit in India this year.

The think-tank has examined how the technology could help or harm dozens of professions -- from cobblers to sewer cleaners, farmers to tea sellers.

For the last decade, 55-year-old Ponni has sat on a roadside in Bengaluru, the city known as India's Silicon Valley, making flower garlands.

She, too, has been paid to have a phone strapped to her forehead.

"The next generation... who might have to do work similar to mine -- they will face a problem," Ponni said.

Always wearing a camera

At an Objectways studio, AI system trainers film themselves performing household tasks in fake, fully furnished apartment rooms.

After several thousand hours of filming, the wallpaper is changed to provide clients with variety.

"Today I sit here, tomorrow I stand there," said engineering graduate Rani N, 21, on a break from filming herself, once again, folding a towel.

Each video lasts about four minutes, and she records around 90 a day -- on nearly every conceivable spot on the bed.

She says the job is "tolerable", but feels like she's always wearing a camera.

In other rooms, colleagues arranged pencil sharpeners, water bottles and crayons in patterns, recording with depth-sensor cameras.

Qanat Consulting Services in Andhra Pradesh, an Objectways subcontractor, supplies about a dozen larger data firms with recordings.

Some of its 2,000 contributors perform tasks with motion-sensor bands on their "wrists, hands and legs", CEO Thaslim Pattan said.

Manish Agarwal of Bengaluru-based Humyn Labs, not related to Objectways, records conversations as well as videos.

Contributors discuss assigned topics -- ranging from politics to entertainment -- for clients wanting to process speech patterns.

Agarwal denies that robots will steal jobs, believing that networks of humans and robots "will work together" one day, he said.

"A welder in India could be managing a welder-robot in Prague," he said.
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									Monomax to show all World Cup matches in Thailand								

								Jasmine International secures broadcast rights for streaming platform, with some games also on free TV
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																Jasmine International Plc (JAS) has officially secured the broadcasting rights for the Fifa World Cup 2026 in Thailand, just hours before the first match kicks off, ensuring that all 104 matches will be available to football fans. 
The announcement marks the end of prolonged uncertainty over whether fans in Thailand would have legal access to the tournament, which begins on June 11 and runs until July 19, 2026 across the United States, Canada and Mexico.

The opening match between Mexico and South Africa will kick off in  Mexico City at 2am Thailand time on Friday morning.

SET-listed Jasmine said all World Cup matches would be broadcast on the Monomax streaming platform under existing packages without the need for subscribers to pay additional fees.

Mono on Thursday began promoting a one-year subscription package covering all its content including the World Cup, for 6,490 baht.

In addition to its streaming service, Jasmine is expected to share part of the broadcasting rights with free-to-air television channels. The move is intended to widen access for viewers across the country, with reports suggesting that around half of all matches could be shown on free television, including the opening match and the final.

Jasmine said in a statement to the Stock Exchange of Thailand late Wednesday that it was seeking final approval from its board, with further details to be announced at a press conference on Thursday afternoon. 

The news sent the JAS stock price up more than 10% on Thursday morning, while shares of Monomax parent Mono Next Plc rose around 6%.

Soraj Asavaprapha, chief executive of Jasmine International, said at a subsequent briefing that the company had obtained exclusive domestic rights from Fifa for live broadcasts of the 2026 and 2030 World Cups.

The deal covers two World Cups and all other Fifa sports events until 2030 for $70 million -- 2.3 billion baht at the current exchange rate.

The 2026 tournament will be the largest in history, featuring 48 teams and a total of 104 matches. The expanded format is expected to drive significantly higher global viewership and increase demand for accessible broadcasting arrangements in participating markets.

For football fans in Thailand, the development is particularly significant after months of negotiations and uncertainty over the high cost of broadcasting rights.

Fifa was reportedly seeking 1.3 billion baht for the Thai rights in 2026, similar to the amount paid in 2022. The government briefly considered funding some of the cost, hoping to recover the rest from sponsorships. However, with many matches taking place in the middle of the night in Thailand, commercial sponsors were having second thoughts.

The acquisition of the rights is seen as a strategic move by Jasmine to strengthen its position in the sports content market, particularly following its investment in English Premier League broadcasting rights. By securing another major global tournament, the company aims to maintain viewer engagement and expand its subscriber base.

The full World Cup 2026 schedule can be found here.

Trading halt hits JAS over undisclosed FIFA deal

The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has suspended trading in shares of Jasmine International Plc (JAS) after reports of a major FIFA broadcasting deal surfaced without formal disclosure to the market, raising concerns over price-sensitive information.

The exchange said JAS was reportedly linked to a $70-million (2.3 billion baht) agreement for World Cup broadcasting rights, but the company had yet to clarify or officially file the details. Such undisclosed information could materially affect investor decisions.

Trading was halted at 3.48pm on June 11 and will remain suspended until the company provides clarification, with the SET stressing the move is to ensure transparency and equal access to information for investors.
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									Cybercriminals exploit Fifa World Cup fans with scams								

								Fake sites target eager supporters
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																Cybercriminals are using the Fifa World Cup to launch scams and steal credentials, warns FortiGuard Labs, the research arm of cybersecurity firm Fortinet.
New research from FortiGuard Labs reveals cybercriminal infrastructure linked to this year's World Cup is already operational. The tournament runs from Thursday to July 19.

From January to May, more than 13,000 new World Cup-themed domains were registered.

Roughly 8.8% of these domains were identified as malicious or suspicious through pattern analysis and scam activity, noted the research, misusing Fifa branding and including terms related to ticketing, streaming services, betting platforms and hospitality.

Threat actors have created hundreds of fake websites that appear legitimate enough to earn fans' trust for a few critical seconds while they search for tickets, resale options, match streams, travel packages and official merchandise.

Among the threats are phishing and fake ticketing sites, resale scams, counterfeit merchandise stores, malicious betting and streaming apps, impersonation accounts, fake job offers, cryptocurrency scams and exposed credentials linked to malware or past breaches.

Fake Ticketing

Ticketing scams are among the most visible threats because they exploit scarcity. Fans unable to secure tickets through official channels often turn to resale websites, social media groups, Telegram channels, search ads or peer-to-peer marketplaces.

Attackers capitalise on this urgency by promoting bogus limited-time discounts to pressure victims into making quick decisions.

The report also documents ticket scams advertised on underground forums and Telegram channels. Some campaigns bundled fraudulent match tickets with counterfeit flight and hotel packages to make the offers appear more complete and credible.

FortiGuard Labs also identified more than 1,700 suspected Fifa-related impersonation accounts and channels across social media and messaging platforms. Nearly 90% of these cases were on Facebook and Instagram.

Fake Job Postings

The World Cup also generates demand for temporary workers, contractors, hospitality staff, logistics personnel, media support and event-specific roles. This demand provides attackers with another attractive target.

For example, a credential-stealing scheme used fake Fifa-related job ads and sponsor recruitment posts.

The attackers sent calendar invites and directed victims to phishing websites with a counterfeit Google login page. When victims entered their credentials, they received a generic error message, enabling the attackers to capture their information.

The report also found evidence of Fifa-related activity within stealer log telemetry.

FortiGuard Labs detected more than 4,600 URLs associated with Fifa in stealer logs. In addition, the research uncovered more than 260 Fifa employee credentials and over 270,000 credentials from users and fans visiting Fifa-related websites in delimiter-based stealer log data.

The company also found more than 1,500 records of Fifa-related employee and organisational accounts in past breach datasets.

This does not imply that all exposed accounts are currently active or being exploited. However, threat actors now have access to data that could facilitate credential stuffing, account takeover, targeted phishing, impersonation and fraud, according to the research.

The report advised organisations in sports, travel, hospitality, media, retail, finance, government, transport and critical infrastructure to start their defensive preparations early during high-profile global events.

Security teams need to monitor for lookalike domains, brand impersonation, malicious advertisements, fake social media profiles and credential leaks involving employees, partners and customers.

They should also assess protections against phishing, malware, credential theft and account takeovers.
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																Amid rising global uncertainty, the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) has urged the government to step up efforts to attract foreign investors and encourage multinational companies to relocate their operations to Thailand.
Following a committee meeting on Wednesday, Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said businesses worldwide face growing risks from the prolonged war in the Middle East.

However, this presents an opportunity for Thailand to attract more foreign direct investment (FDI) and encourage multinational corporations to relocate their operations to the country, he said.

"Given heightened global uncertainties and the positive outlook for FDI inflows into Thailand, the government should capitalise on this opportunity to attract relocation of manufacturing bases and the establishment of regional middle- and back-office operations by multinational corporations," said Mr Payong.

In particular, the ongoing surge in FDI into digital and electronics-related industries presents substantial opportunities for Thailand. The country can leverage these investment trends to accelerate economic transformation and establish itself as a preferred destination for business relocation and expansion, he said.

Thailand should also strive to become a regional hub for manufacturing, services and finance, noted Mr Payong.

"The country should capitalise on global trends in artificial intelligence [AI], data centres and cybersecurity to upgrade Thailand's smart electronics and advanced manufacturing industries, increase local content, strengthen R&D capabilities, and remove regulatory obstacles that hinder investment," he said.

This approach is consistent with the "Reinvent Thailand" strategy, which seeks to promote seven priority industries targeted by the Board of Investment, as well as the industry direction recommended for Thailand by the World Bank, the JSCCIB noted.

However, Mr Payong said the JSCCIB wants to see FDI generate broad-based benefits across the Thai economy. Investment should strengthen the entire supply chain, create stronger linkages with the real sector, support job creation, raise household incomes, and improve the well-being of vulnerable households.

Thailand's K-shaped economic growth has left lower-income groups behind, with the benefits of economic expansion unevenly distributed, as evidenced by the strong export performance. During the first four months of this year, Thailand's exports grew by 18.9%, with 48.4% of that growth driven by trends in AI and data centre-related investment.

The panel upgraded its 2026 export forecast from a contraction of 0.5-1.5% to growth of 8-10%, while raising its Thai GDP growth outlook from 1.2-1.6% to 1.6-2.0%, attributed to the government's stimulus measures.

Mr Payong said the government's 170-billion-baht "Thais Help Thais Plus" stimulus scheme would support domestic consumption and ease household burdens amid the ongoing energy crisis.

Nevertheless, he said the government and policymakers should prioritise economic stability when implementing stimulus measures in order to maintain public confidence. Failure to do so could undermine investor sentiment and negatively affect the broader economy, as well as money and capital markets, similar to developments in some neighbouring countries.

Several countries in the region, particularly Indonesia, have experienced financial market instability, including volatility in foreign exchange and interest rates.

Following a sharp depreciation of the rupiah against the US dollar, Bank Indonesia hiked its benchmark rate twice this year to support the currency.

The central bank implemented an unexpected off-cycle rate hike this month, bringing its benchmark rate to 5.50%.
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																The proportion of consumers with no plans to buy a home within five years has risen sharply to 56%, from 47% a year earlier, marking the highest level in four years as concerns about the economy weigh on purchasing decisions.
According to Siam Commercial Bank Economic Intelligence Center (EIC), worries about the economy was the most common reason among Thais with no plans to purchase a home, accounting for 15% of respondents, up from 7% a year earlier.

Income levels and household expenses that made homeownership less affordable was another key factor, cited by 15% of respondents, down from 19% last year.

Meanwhile, the proportion of respondents who viewed housing prices as too high more than doubled to 9%, from 4% a year earlier.

Concerns about household debt and limited access to mortgage financing remained unchanged at 7% and 1%, respectively.

EIC noted some prospective buyers were reluctant to proceed with mortgage applications or chose not to apply at all because they believed their loan applications would be rejected.

Others decided against applying from the outset after assessing that their financial position was not strong enough to qualify for a housing loan.

The research centre conducted residential real estate surveys in March the last four years, and the share of consumers with no plans to buy a home within five years rose to 56% this year, up from 50% in 2023, 44% in 2024 and 47% in 2025.

The 2026 survey covered 1,528 respondents and found 38% of those with no plans to purchase a home cited already owning a home or paying off a mortgage as the main reason, down from 44% a year earlier.

MAJOR CONCERNS

Among the key issues respondents wanted the government to address to improve access to homeownership was the rising cost of living outpacing income growth, which has reduced affordability and borrowers' ability to service housing loans. This issue was cited by 32% of respondents, followed by household debt burdens, which affect both access to new mortgage financing and the ability to repay existing housing loans, at 29%.

Other major concerns were the high prices of new homes, cited by 16% of respondents, and stricter mortgage lending criteria imposed by financial institutions, at 15%.

Meanwhile, 8% of respondents highlighted economic volatility, which has led many people to postpone or cancel their home purchase plans.

Respondents also called for short-term government measures to improve housing affordability, with 44% seeking support for people to become homeowners, such as soft loan schemes and affordable housing programmes for low-income earners.

Roughly one-fifth of respondents sought assistance for borrowers facing difficulties with mortgage repayments, including more flexible repayment terms for borrowers with good credit records, debt restructuring programmes, debt moratoriums and credit record rehabilitation.

Another 18% of respondents called for measures to reduce homebuying costs and tax incentives for homeowners, such as extending the transfer and mortgage registration fee cut to 0.01%, due to expire at the end of this month, as well as extending the temporary easing of loan-to-value rules, expiring on June 30, 2027.

Regarding tax incentives, respondents suggested expanding tax deductions for homebuyers as well as reducing land and building taxes for homeowners.

RESIDENTIAL OUTLOOK

According to EIC, Thailand's residential property market is expected to contract this year, with a gradual recovery anticipated over the medium term amid persistent economic headwinds.

Key challenges include the slow pace of Thailand's economic recovery, elevated household debt, and tighter mortgage lending criteria imposed by financial institutions.

Demand remains lukewarm as consumers postpone home purchases and property investments due to economic uncertainty, exacerbated by the war in the Middle East, which weighs on domestic and foreign purchasing power.
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																When you want the very best for your child, finding the right school isn't always easy. You're not alone if you've spent long hours searching for options, weighing up programmes and trying to decide whether your child's current education really meets your standards. While there are various schools in Bangkok offering the prestige of a British education, competition for places can be fierce, and fees often seem impossibly steep.
Thankfully, for parents who want a high-quality education with global recognition and great future prospects, there is a better option.

King's InterHigh is the leading British international online school, accredited by Cambridge International and the UK government's Department for Education (DfE). With 20 years of expertise in online learning, King's InterHigh delivers the full British curriculum to students aged seven to 19 worldwide, with over 12,500 alumni and counting. 

"I am very grateful that I ended up joining King's InterHigh as otherwise, my ambitions might have looked quite different today," says Thailand-based student Sophia, who graduated from King's InterHigh with A*A*A in her A Levels last year and is now studying at the University of Cambridge. 

[image: ]

British curriculum with next-level learning

If the term "online school" makes you think of generic worksheets, recorded videos and isolated learning, King's InterHigh will challenge all your preconceptions.

As part of the world's leading education group Inspired, King's InterHigh provides the highest quality of education, shaped by the best practices of more than 125 premium schools worldwide. Designed and optimised from the ground up since 2005, this online school brings families everything they could want from a top private school and more. 

Students learn in live, timetabled lessons with expert UK and internationally qualified teachers. Following the British curriculum from primary school through to IGCSEs and A Levels, learners can choose from a wide range of subjects that suit their interests and align with their goals. Lessons are interactive, with class discussions and built-in activities like polls and quizzes, and innovative technologies like virtual reality (VR) bring learning to life. Plus, every class is recorded and made available to watch 24/7, so children can fit learning around everything from sports to arts to medical needs without falling behind.

With students regularly achieving the same outstanding IGCSE and A Level grades as those at top traditional schools, King's InterHigh's track record speaks for itself.

[image: ]

Accessible anywhere in the world

For families seeking the high calibre of British education outside the United Kingdom, the magic of King's InterHigh lies in its flexibility. All students need to take part in their lessons is a computer with an internet connection, which means families can join the King's InterHigh community from anywhere across the globe. 

While many are based in the UK, numerous students learn from Southeast Asia (including Bangkok), the Middle East, wider Europe and more. This also makes the school an incredible option for those who travel, from digital nomads to holiday-goers. King's InterHigh is the education that moves with you, giving students a consistent learning experience wherever they go.

Even for families in Thailand, there's no need for late-night study sessions just to get the best of British learning. King's InterHigh operates an internationally accessible timetable, with a choice of three school day start times aligned to the UK, Middle East and Southeast Asia. And no matter where they're learning from, every student worldwide enjoys the same world-class teaching quality, respected British curriculum and global community.

Preparing children for future success

Year after year, King's InterHigh students enjoy access to pioneering educational opportunities not found anywhere else -- from the launch of the world's first fully online IB Diploma in 2022 to new remote, online examinations for IGCSEs and A Levels. 

It's a school at the leading edge of learning, preparing young people for the brightest future. Armed with world-renowned British qualifications, King's InterHigh students regularly progress to many of the best universities in the world, including Cambridge, Oxford and Ivy League colleges. 

It's not just their grades that get them there, but also their unique skillsets. Today, universities around the world are looking for mindset as much as academic prowess. When King's InterHigh students make their applications, they're able to demonstrate real global-mindedness, organisation and independence and many more of the attributes that impress admissions directors.

Many of those are the same qualities that also prepare King's InterHigh students for success beyond their school and university years. According to the World Economic Forum, future employers will be looking for skills like technological literacy, curiosity, creativity and analytical thinking more than ever. From using computers daily to shaping learning around interests, studying with King's InterHigh builds these skills naturally. Alumni like quantum physics entrepreneur Dr. Kieran Bjergstrom credit King's InterHigh for building their intellectual freedom, while others like publicity executive Amber Kirk Ford say online learning was invaluable preparation for the future of remote working. 

Many more alumni, meanwhile, have gone on to achieve goals in their dream fields, from award-winning actor Bella Ramsey to Olympic table tennis player Anna Hursey. No matter their ambitions, all students at King's InterHigh get the tailored support they need to achieve.

Tailored support for individual needs

School should never be one-size-fits-all, no matter your child's needs, and that's something King's InterHigh believes in deeply. From academics to personal growth to future goals, every young person can benefit from a personalised approach to learning.

For example, each student gets their own AI-powered personalised learning pathway to follow outside of lessons, tailored to their strengths and areas for improvement. With the option to reach out to teachers at any time and a Pathways Programme with expert-led university guidance (including specialised support for Oxbridge and medical degrees), King's InterHigh works to ensure each young person can achieve their very best in school and beyond.

For students with special educational needs like dyslexia, autism and ADHD, experienced SEN support is one of King's InterHigh's major strengths. Families can set up an Inclusive Teaching Plan (ITP) from the moment they join, an innovative way of making sure every child gets the support they need to thrive in the classroom. ITPs can include a wide range of adjustments, from the option to participate via typing for students with anxiety to extra rest breaks for students with ADHD to dyslexia-friendly fonts and closed captioning. 

Students will find numerous ways to get the support they need to grow and thrive beyond lessons. In weekly tutor group sessions, for example, children get the guidance they need to develop confidence and overcome challenges. Families can also choose from a range of add-on Enhanced Support Services for academics and wellbeing, including anxiety management workshops and EAL classes for students who need to grow their English skills.

[image: How Thailand students are getting the best education pathway -- online]

An ambitious community of classmates

School is also about making friends, building social skills and becoming a confident young person ready to take on the world. Many families worry that online learning won't meet those needs, but that couldn't be further from the truth at King's InterHigh.

In the virtual classroom, there are numerous ways for students to connect and learn together, from discussions and breakout rooms to text chats and projects. But the King's InterHigh community is just as active and social outside of the classroom.

Each year, there are dozens of online club options for students to choose from, spanning interests like gaming, learning and more. Alongside clubs, children can take part in a full calendar of community events (like festivals and competitions), participate in active time to boost their physical activity and more.

And that's just the online social offering. Beyond the screen, students around the world can see each other in person through school trips, family meetups and even through our Inspired camps around the world. There are so many opportunities to make friends with a community spanning more than 120 countries, and parents can connect with fellow like-minded families too.

[image: ]

Online school, ready when you are

With online learning, you can also say goodbye to waiting lists. Unlike many other private schooling options, King's InterHigh is open for enrolment throughout the entire academic year. There's no need for lengthy applications or enquiring years ahead to secure a place, and students can start lessons within days of enrolling.

Plus, the waiting list isn't the only thing that disappears; so do the daily commute and steep transport prices, the rigid uniform your child seems to grow out of within months and so many of the costs that can make a world-class private school feel out of reach. King's InterHigh brings families in Thailand a future-ready British education with unrivalled value.

If you want all the benefits of a personalised, flexible, innovative British education for your child, King's InterHigh is worth a closer look.

Learn more at https://kingsinterhigh.co.uk/southeast-asia/
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																The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) fell to 49.5 in May, the lowest level since December 2022, the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) said on Thursday.
The drop was mainly attributed to concerns over the Middle East war and persistently high oil prices, which are expected to weigh on Thailand's economic growth and raise the cost of living, the university's Centre for Economic and Business Forecasting said.

Indices measuring confidence in the overall economy, employment opportunities and future income stood at 43.1, 47.5 and 57.9, respectively in May, down from 44.1, 48.6 and 59.0 in April.

As all three indicators remained below the standard benchmark level of 100, they highlighted a persistent lack of confidence among consumers in the economic outlook, employment prospects and future earnings, said the centre.

Current consumer confidence decreased from 34.7 in April to 33.6 in May, while the Future Confidence Index fell from 58.3 to 57.3.

The UTCC anticipates that consumers will remain cautious about spending throughout the first half of this year as they await greater clarity on the Middle East, especially the potential for escalation and the resolution timeline.

Consumers are also closely watching government measures to mitigate the impact of the conflict and rising energy prices, as well as the effectiveness and timelines of economic stimulus initiatives for restoring confidence.

The centre said the CCI for June would be an important indicator of whether confidence in the economy is beginning to recover, both in the short term and in the future, since the government's "Thais Help Thais Plus" co-payment scheme began on June 1 and will run through the end of September.
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																The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) is holding a public hearing on draft regulations covering four drone-related measures to support Thailand's digital economy, while also strengthening airspace safety.
The regulations aim to unlock beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) drone operations by permitting control through mobile telecommunications networks.

The hearing focuses on modernising spectrum management, improving technical standards, and enabling wider commercial drone adoption under enhanced safety and security measures.

The public consultation is open for comments until July 3.

AM Thanapant Raicharoen, NBTC commissioner for broadcasting and chairman of the subcommittee on spectrum management and technical standards, said the existing regulatory framework, introduced in 2020, allows drones to operate only within visual line of sight using unlicensed spectrum bands.

However, rapid growth in drone applications across multiple sectors has prompted the regulator to revise the rules to better align with evolving technologies and international practices.

The four draft NBTC notifications under consultation include those on rules and conditions for spectrum use by unmanned aerial vehicles, and on technical standards for radar telecommunications equipment installed on drones.

The other two drafts cover technical standards for ground stations and satellite-based mobile communication systems used with drones, and spectrum and radio communication equipment authorised for general use.

The proposed reforms focus on four key technology areas. First, the NBTC plans to expand the availability of unlicensed spectrum by opening additional frequency bands at 72-72.475MHz and 920-925MHz.

The move is intended to reduce congestion in existing bands currently used for drone communications: 433.05-434.79MHz, 2.4-2.5GHz and 5.725-5.850GHz.

Second, the regulator aims to unlock BVLOS drone operations by permitting control through mobile telecom networks across all assigned International Mobile Telecommunications spectrum bands, except the 2600MHz band.

Satellite-based drone operations will also be permitted in allocated bands at 1518-1559MHz for downlink and 1610-1660.5MHz for uplink communications.

The NBTC said the framework would support advanced commercial use cases such as logistics and delivery services, smart agriculture, infrastructure inspection and disaster relief operations.

Third, the regulator is expanding the spectrum available for anti-collision radar systems by adding high-frequency bands at 57-64GHz and 76-77GHz, in addition to the existing 24.05-24.25GHz range.

The additional bands are expected to improve obstacle detection accuracy and automated collision-avoidance capabilities, helping to enhance aviation safety.

Fourth, the draft regulations introduce Remote ID requirements, enabling drones to transmit identification and location data in real time.

Authorities said the system would improve transparency, strengthen public safety, support law enforcement operations and enable more effective monitoring of drone activities.

The NBTC emphasised that drone operators will still be required to obtain flight permissions from the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand, while the NBTC will continue to oversee drone possession registration and spectrum authorisation procedures.

AM Thanapant also stressed the importance of national security considerations amid growing concerns over inappropriate drone usage.

"Unsuitable drone operations may pose threats to national security. Therefore, the NBTC has revised its regulatory approach by requiring drones capable of BVLOS operations to obtain possession approval before use and to be equipped with Remote ID systems to ensure effective monitoring during flights," he said.
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																Kasikorn Asset Management (K-Asset) is advising investors to adopt a more selective approach to Thai equities after the benchmark index recently topped 1,600 points, saying the Thai bourse has already priced in many of the positive factors.
Managing director Wajana Wongsupasawat said the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is now trading at around 16 times earnings despite limited growth prospects for both corporate profits and the domestic economy.

According to K-Asset, the SET's earnings per share have been capped at around 95 baht over the past decade and are expected to remain near that level this year.

Meanwhile, the Thai economy is projected to expand by less than 2% annually over the next 1-2 years, making current valuations appear increasingly stretched, he said.

K-Asset also highlighted market concentration risks, noting recent gains have been driven primarily by a handful of large-cap stocks in technology-related and specialised sectors, rather than by broad-based participation.

While foreign capital has been returning to Asia, Thailand has attracted a smaller share of inflows than technology-driven markets such as Taiwan and South Korea, which are key beneficiaries of the global artificial intelligence (AI) boom.

Against this backdrop, K-Asset recommends focusing on high-dividend stocks with strong balance sheets, stable cash flows and low debt levels.

The banking sector remains attractive, offering dividend yields of 5-6%, while industrial estate operators continue to benefit from rising foreign direct investment. Electronics companies are also expected to benefit indirectly from global AI-related demand.

The firm also sees opportunities in Thai real estate investment trusts, which offer dividend yields of 6-8% and could benefit from a global interest rate cycle that appears to be nearing its peak. K-Asset maintains a positive outlook on global investment-grade bonds, supported by expectations that US policy rates are approaching their terminal level.

"We advise investors to diversify their portfolios and increase the weighting of global equities relative to local stocks to capture better returns over the long term," Mr Wajana said.

RETIREMENT READINESS

Beyond near-term market constraints, K-Asset is positioning itself to address a longer-term challenge by focusing on the retirement readiness of Thais.

Executive chairman Win Phromphaet said the company launched "Life Path Solution" for provident fund members, aiming to help investors navigate longer life expectancy and inadequate retirement savings through automated portfolio management.

The solution follows a lifecycle investment approach, automatically adjusting asset allocation according to a member's age. Investors aged 25-45 are allowed to allocate up to 85% of their portfolios to global equities to maximise long-term growth potential. Exposure to risk assets is gradually reduced as retirement approaches, helping to preserve capital and reduce volatility.

At the core of the strategy is the K-WPULTIMATE fund within the K-WealthPLUS Series, which employs a dynamic asset allocation approach across global equities, fixed-income securities and alternative investments.

Despite geopolitical tensions and market uncertainty, K-WPULTIMATE has delivered a gain of roughly 9% year-to-date.

Life Path Solution also addresses common behavioural investment challenges, including poor market timing and a lack of long-term investment discipline, by removing the need for members to actively manage their portfolios.

Initial adoption has been encouraging, with assets under management (AUM) from individual participants rising 54%, the number of members increasing by 30%, and participating companies growing 14%, reflecting rising demand for structured retirement solutions as Thailand becomes an aged society.

K-Asset has provident fund AUM of 278 billion baht and aims to reach 300 billion by year-end.

Total AUM amounts to 1.9 trillion baht, and the firm's target is 2 trillion baht by the end of this year.
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																The annual Thailand Travel Mart Plus (TTM+) is expected to generate momentum for tourism for the remainder of the year, helping the country meet its goals of 33 million arrivals and 2.65 trillion baht in revenue amid global uncertainty.
Thapanee Kiatphaibool, governor of the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), said the event offers a platform for Thai operators to meet buyers from around the world, helping to stimulate travel demand and mitigate risks stemming from the war in Iran and volatile energy prices.

Scheduled for June 10-12 in Pattaya, the TTM+ this year focuses on promoting wellness and sustainable products, as well as destinations regarded as hidden gems.

The event has 429 foreign buyers, including 85 from China, 38 from India, 21 from the UK, 14 from Australia and 13 from Saudi Arabia. Roughly 41% of buyers are joining TTM+ for the first time.

Among the 428 sellers from Thailand, most are from Bangkok, Phuket, Chon Buri, Surat Thani and Krabi. The TAT expects 15,408 business matching meetings during the event, generating at least 5 billion baht in revenue.

Ms Thapanee said the agency will continue to attract niche and high-spending markets, such as wellness, sports and sustainable travel. The TAT aims to accelerate arrivals from short-haul markets while maintaining long-haul numbers.

Adith Chairattananon, honorary secretary-general of the Association of Thai Travel Agents, said this event should create positive momentum for the second half, generating 10-15% growth to reach 32-33 million arrivals by year-end.

The TTM+ is an opportunity for Thailand to showcase its safety and preparedness for tourists, he noted. Many foreign agents, particularly those from China and Europe, are familiar with Thailand and want to explore new products, Mr Adith said.

"The second half of the year should be better than the first half, despite ongoing economic uncertainty, as Thailand has many events, such as Tomorrowland and the Gastech exhibition," he said.

Khaled Abdo Aldhabab, business development manager at Hesen Almusafer, a travel agency offering outbound and inbound tourism in Saudi Arabia, said Saudi tourists still have strong demand to visit Thailand. Despite reduced flights, he said the country remains the first priority among all Asian destinations.

Mr Aldhabab said he expected to meet new tourism operators in Thailand, and would like to promote two-way tourism, bringing more Thais to visit Saudi Arabia as well.

According to the TAT, flights from the Middle East were still down 23%, an improvement from a 30% reduction last month.

However, he said tourists who visit Thailand during its high season this month might spend less on their trips due to economic concerns. On average, Saudi tourists stay in Thailand for 10-15 days, with an average expenditure of US$5,000 per trip, Mr Aldhabab said.

He said he hopes the Thai government intensifies marketing efforts in Saudi Arabia and encourages more flights.

Hesen Almusafer is discussing cooperation with international hospitals in Thailand to promote wellness programmes for the Saudi market.
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																Cybercriminals are using the Fifa World Cup to launch scams and steal credentials, warns FortiGuard Labs, the research arm of cybersecurity firm Fortinet.
New research from FortiGuard Labs reveals cybercriminal infrastructure linked to this year's World Cup is already operational. The tournament runs from Thursday to July 19.

From January to May, more than 13,000 new World Cup-themed domains were registered.

Roughly 8.8% of these domains were identified as malicious or suspicious through pattern analysis and scam activity, noted the research, misusing Fifa branding and including terms related to ticketing, streaming services, betting platforms and hospitality.

Threat actors have created hundreds of fake websites that appear legitimate enough to earn fans' trust for a few critical seconds while they search for tickets, resale options, match streams, travel packages and official merchandise.

Among the threats are phishing and fake ticketing sites, resale scams, counterfeit merchandise stores, malicious betting and streaming apps, impersonation accounts, fake job offers, cryptocurrency scams and exposed credentials linked to malware or past breaches.

Fake Ticketing

Ticketing scams are among the most visible threats because they exploit scarcity. Fans unable to secure tickets through official channels often turn to resale websites, social media groups, Telegram channels, search ads or peer-to-peer marketplaces.

Attackers capitalise on this urgency by promoting bogus limited-time discounts to pressure victims into making quick decisions.

The report also documents ticket scams advertised on underground forums and Telegram channels. Some campaigns bundled fraudulent match tickets with counterfeit flight and hotel packages to make the offers appear more complete and credible.

FortiGuard Labs also identified more than 1,700 suspected Fifa-related impersonation accounts and channels across social media and messaging platforms. Nearly 90% of these cases were on Facebook and Instagram.

Fake Job Postings

The World Cup also generates demand for temporary workers, contractors, hospitality staff, logistics personnel, media support and event-specific roles. This demand provides attackers with another attractive target.

For example, a credential-stealing scheme used fake Fifa-related job ads and sponsor recruitment posts.

The attackers sent calendar invites and directed victims to phishing websites with a counterfeit Google login page. When victims entered their credentials, they received a generic error message, enabling the attackers to capture their information.

The report also found evidence of Fifa-related activity within stealer log telemetry.

FortiGuard Labs detected more than 4,600 URLs associated with Fifa in stealer logs. In addition, the research uncovered more than 260 Fifa employee credentials and over 270,000 credentials from users and fans visiting Fifa-related websites in delimiter-based stealer log data.

The company also found more than 1,500 records of Fifa-related employee and organisational accounts in past breach datasets.

This does not imply that all exposed accounts are currently active or being exploited. However, threat actors now have access to data that could facilitate credential stuffing, account takeover, targeted phishing, impersonation and fraud, according to the research.

The report advised organisations in sports, travel, hospitality, media, retail, finance, government, transport and critical infrastructure to start their defensive preparations early during high-profile global events.

Security teams need to monitor for lookalike domains, brand impersonation, malicious advertisements, fake social media profiles and credential leaks involving employees, partners and customers.

They should also assess protections against phishing, malware, credential theft and account takeovers.
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																The cabinet has approved the Thailand-Bhutan free trade agreement (FTA), which is expected to take effect early next year.
Speaking after Wednesday's cabinet meeting, deputy government spokeswoman Lalida Persvivatana said the cabinet approved the submission of the Thailand-Bhutan FTA to parliament for approval under Section 178 of the constitution.

The government is preparing the necessary measures to ensure the agreement takes effect as planned on Jan 1, 2027.

Thailand and Bhutan signed the pact on April 3 last year, aimed at enhancing trade relations between the two countries.

According to Ms Lalida, the FTA is the first trade deal between the two countries, covering 10 chapters and four annexes, with the objective of liberalising and facilitating trade, reducing trade barriers, promoting economic and technical cooperation, and establishing clear and mutually beneficial trade rules for both nations.

The agreement also covers Bhutan's Gelephu Mindfulness City, a new special administrative and economic zone.

Under the market access commitments, Bhutan eliminates customs duties on 99.8% of all tariff lines for Thai products, while Thailand grants duty-free access on 94% of tariff lines for Bhutanese goods.

Thai products expected to benefit from increased exports include automobiles and auto parts, agricultural and food products such as dried fruits, fruit juices, instant rice vermicelli, processed foods, textiles and garments, chemicals, rubber and plastic products, and electrical appliances.

Thai businesses should gain access to additional sources of raw materials from Bhutan, including minerals, cordyceps, matsutake mushrooms, and temperate-climate fruits such as apples.

Ms Lalida said economic impact studies indicate the FTA could increase Thai GDP by 0.02 to 0.03 percentage points a year, equivalent to 4.13-4.34 billion baht.

Thai exports to Bhutan are projected to rise by 229-266% a year, or 12.4-14.4 billion baht, while foreign direct investment in Thailand could increase by 0.05-0.06% a year, roughly 1.79-1.99 billion baht.

Although the government is expected to forgo customs revenue of roughly 215,696 baht per year, the economic benefits to Thailand are expected to far outweigh the revenue loss, she noted.

The FTA marks another important step in expanding export markets in South Asia, creating new opportunities for Thai businesses, enhancing competitiveness, and strengthening long-term economic ties between the two countries, said Ms Lalida.

The cabinet also approved the submission of the protocol to upgrade the framework agreement between Asean and China, known as ACFTA 3.0, to parliament for consideration and approval.

A key feature of ACFTA 3.0 is trade facilitation and improving the efficiency of business operations among member countries. Existing commitments on market access for goods, services and investment remain unchanged, and there are no further tariff reductions or additional market-opening commitments.

Customs procedures and trade facilitation measures are revised, including greater use of electronic systems, increased transparency in publishing import and export information, and expedited clearance of perishable goods within six hours of arrival.

The agreement also strengthens standards relating to technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and economic and technical cooperation in line with international standards.
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																The chairman of Saha Group, a leading consumer goods conglomerate, says the government should invest in infrastructure.
"The government should avoid short-term thinking and instead focus on long-term infrastructure investment," said Boonsithi Chokwatana, chairman of Saha Group.

He said current investment in infrastructure is insufficient and advocated investment in large projects such as high-speed trains and Land Bridge developments.

"Infrastructure investment must proceed quickly and must be free from corruption," Mr Boonsithi warned.

He said the current government is performing better than the previous two administrations, as reflected in investor confidence and the rebound of the Thai stock market.

Mr Boonsithi acknowledged a slowdown in Japanese investment but observed a rise in Chinese investment. He explained that when Chinese investors commit, they typically allocate larger budgets per phase than Japanese investors.

For example, Chinese investors may purchase hundreds of rai of land at once, while Japanese investors might acquire only 10-20 rai per transaction.

He said the government should carefully address baht appreciation, noting 35 baht per dollar is good for exports.

He said the company will try to maintain its product prices for as long as possible.

Mr Boonsithi acknowledged Thailand's economic growth is slower than Vietnam's and Indonesia's. However, he noted Thailand has a larger economic base.

The National Economic and Social Development Council projects Thai economy growth of 2% this year, while the World Bank projected growth of 1.6% for Thailand and 6.8% for Vietnam in 2026.

Saha Group is set to host the 30th Saha Group Fair and Fest from June 25-28 at Halls 98-100, Bitec Bangna, said Thamarat Chokwatana, president and executive chairman of ICC International Plc.

The company plans to sign a total of 20 memorandums of understanding and memorandums of agreement, covering sectors such as technology and artificial intelligence, trading and marketing, healthcare, real estate, education and lifestyle.

In the real estate segment, Saha Pathana Inter-Holding Plc, Tokyu Corporation and Saha Tokyu Corporation Co Ltd expect to collaborate on land development in Chon Buri's Si Racha district, accommodating urban expansion and supporting investment in the Eastern Economic Corridor.
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																Amid rising global uncertainty, the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) has urged the government to step up efforts to attract foreign investors and encourage multinational companies to relocate their operations to Thailand.
Following a committee meeting on Wednesday, Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said businesses worldwide face growing risks from the prolonged war in the Middle East.

However, this presents an opportunity for Thailand to attract more foreign direct investment (FDI) and encourage multinational corporations to relocate their operations to the country, he said.

"Given heightened global uncertainties and the positive outlook for FDI inflows into Thailand, the government should capitalise on this opportunity to attract relocation of manufacturing bases and the establishment of regional middle- and back-office operations by multinational corporations," said Mr Payong.

In particular, the ongoing surge in FDI into digital and electronics-related industries presents substantial opportunities for Thailand. The country can leverage these investment trends to accelerate economic transformation and establish itself as a preferred destination for business relocation and expansion, he said.

Thailand should also strive to become a regional hub for manufacturing, services and finance, noted Mr Payong.

"The country should capitalise on global trends in artificial intelligence [AI], data centres and cybersecurity to upgrade Thailand's smart electronics and advanced manufacturing industries, increase local content, strengthen R&D capabilities, and remove regulatory obstacles that hinder investment," he said.

This approach is consistent with the "Reinvent Thailand" strategy, which seeks to promote seven priority industries targeted by the Board of Investment, as well as the industry direction recommended for Thailand by the World Bank, the JSCCIB noted.

However, Mr Payong said the JSCCIB wants to see FDI generate broad-based benefits across the Thai economy. Investment should strengthen the entire supply chain, create stronger linkages with the real sector, support job creation, raise household incomes, and improve the well-being of vulnerable households.

Thailand's K-shaped economic growth has left lower-income groups behind, with the benefits of economic expansion unevenly distributed, as evidenced by the strong export performance. During the first four months of this year, Thailand's exports grew by 18.9%, with 48.4% of that growth driven by trends in AI and data centre-related investment.

The panel upgraded its 2026 export forecast from a contraction of 0.5-1.5% to growth of 8-10%, while raising its Thai GDP growth outlook from 1.2-1.6% to 1.6-2.0%, attributed to the government's stimulus measures.

Mr Payong said the government's 170-billion-baht "Thais Help Thais Plus" stimulus scheme would support domestic consumption and ease household burdens amid the ongoing energy crisis.

Nevertheless, he said the government and policymakers should prioritise economic stability when implementing stimulus measures in order to maintain public confidence. Failure to do so could undermine investor sentiment and negatively affect the broader economy, as well as money and capital markets, similar to developments in some neighbouring countries.

Several countries in the region, particularly Indonesia, have experienced financial market instability, including volatility in foreign exchange and interest rates.

Following a sharp depreciation of the rupiah against the US dollar, Bank Indonesia hiked its benchmark rate twice this year to support the currency.

The central bank implemented an unexpected off-cycle rate hike this month, bringing its benchmark rate to 5.50%.
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																Gulf Development, Thailand's largest energy company by market value and a major telecom operator, has announced plans to invest in new data centres with a combined capacity of 100 megawatts this year, underscoring its ambition to become a regional leader in digital infrastructure and cloud services.
Smith Banomyong, chief strategy officer at Gulf, said feasibility studies have begun for 1-2 additional projects, with final decisions expected before the end of the year.

The expansion is part of Gulf's broader target to reach roughly 2,000MW of service capacity within 3-5 years.

The company's strategy includes investments in electricity generation to support its data centre ventures, as well as renewable energy supply through direct power purchase agreements with data centre companies.

Gulf estimates average investment of US$6-7 million per MW for data centre projects between 2026 and 2030.

Mr Smith highlighted Gulf's commitment to sustainability, noting its facilities are designed to minimise electricity and water usage. The company employs water-cooling systems and energy-efficient building designs to reduce resource consumption.

He also urged the government to introduce specific regulations for data centres, similar to laws in Singapore and South Korea that safeguard sensitive data.

To support its expansion, Gulf established Gulf Edge Data Center 02 Co (GEDC02).

Gulf's current data centre projects include GSA Data Center 01 in Samut Prakan, a joint venture with Singtel and Advance Info Service that is operational with a 25MW capacity, which is the first in Thailand to use a liquid cooling system for artificial intelligence (AI) chips.

Another project, GSA02, is under development in Chon Buri, with a planned capacity of 38MW, scheduled for commercial operation in mid-2027. The 100MW GEDC project in Rayong is under construction and expected to open in late 2027.

Gulf's total capital expenditure over five years is projected at 130-140 billion baht, with around 10% allocated to digital infrastructure.

The company is also in discussions with investors to expand into AI, though details remain confidential.
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																The AI race is already generating forces that are transforming the global economy. That makes it surprisingly similar to the green transition, given the potential of both to upend traditional industries, labour markets, and geopolitical balances. Both call for trillions of dollars in upfront investments in exchange for significant benefits over the medium and long term.
The promise of AI is that it will cut unnecessary costs, boost labour productivity, and help humans solve previously intractable problems. Equally, the green transition would do nothing less than contain climate change, the mother of all global externalities. It would eliminate the risk of both "climateflation" (higher prices caused by climate-driven supply shocks) and "fossilflation" (when hydrocarbon supply shocks, like the one caused by the current closure of the Strait of Hormuz, reverberate through the world economy). It would also improve public health, increase economic resilience, create jobs, preserve fragile ecosystems, and deliver many additional benefits.

But while the long-run gains in each case are clear, the shorter-term effects of a mis- or unmanaged transition could be wildly disruptive. Consider the implications of a near-term spending burst. The BlackRock Investment Institute estimates that the AI buildout could increase inflation by up to half a percentage point over the next ten years, before finally mitigating inflationary pressures through productivity gains. Whether the green transition will cause near-term upward pressure on inflation is an open topic of debate. But what is not in doubt is the need for significant upfront investments to tackle major challenges down the road, combined with policy responses to manage the concurrent transition risks.

One major risk associated with both the AI buildout and the green transition is worker displacement. For AI, the most direct effect may be on early-career positions in sectors like customer service and software development, where relative employment has already declined by 16% in three years. Moreover, Anthropic, one of the leading AI labs, estimates that this observed displacement reflects only a fraction of the effect that AI could have. Among the job categories situated most squarely in AI's automation crosshairs are white-collar occupations ranging from programming to financial and legal services.

In the case of the green transition, the impacts on labour markets are potentially as large, but blue-collar workers, beginning in the fossil-energy sector, will be the hardest hit. Although few will shed tears for the laid-off investment banker, entire political campaigns, including those mounted by US President Donald Trump over the past decade, have successfully tapped into working-class voters' frustrations with economic changes that lie outside their control.

The geopolitics of AI and the green transition are no less significant. While the United States holds the upper hand in chip design and utilisation, China has a substantial lead in green technologies -- including solar, wind, and electric vehicles -- and in the critical minerals that go into them.

Each transition features one superpower with a large incumbency advantage, leading the other to pursue protectionist policies to aid its domestic industries. China has been pursuing its own national semiconductor industrial policy since 2014, with the goal of creating a "manufacturing ecosystem with self-sufficiency" that "[disrupts] the fabric of the global semiconductor value chain". And former US President Joe Biden launched a green industrial policy to promote more domestic clean-energy manufacturing and supply chains. But neither superpower has achieved parity yet (owing to various green policy reversals and setbacks in the case of the US).

The similarities between the AI buildout and the green transition present opportunities for policymakers to help guide each transition. The operative word here is indeed "guide". Since both changes are all but inevitable, it makes no sense to try to stand in their way -- as the Trump administration is doing by trying to block economically advantageous renewables projects in the US. Instead, policies should aim to channel technological and market forces in the right direction, while giving due attention to their all-important distributive effects.

Among the top policy priorities is to help reskill workers and ensure that communities share in the benefits generated by renewables and data centres. In each case, the role of policy is to advance the public good. With those boxes checked, policymakers can focus on supporting the buildout itself, such as by promoting sensible permitting reform that can help overcome the sometimes-understandable NIMBY ("not in my backyard") resistance that many projects will face.

Markets will inevitably find the least costly, most immediately profitable uses for each new technology. But it is up to policymakers to seek shared, longer-term benefits and to identify potential synergies across both transitions. There are many ways that AI could accelerate the green transition; but without the right incentives in place, it could also become yet another massive source of planet-warming emissions. The time to start thinking about those incentives was yesterday. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Adam Michael Bauer is a postdoctoral research scholar at the University of Chicago Institute for Climate and Sustainable Growth and Climate Systems Engineering Initiative. Gernot Wagner is a climate economist at Columbia Business School.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3269063/ai-push-mirrors-green-transition



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Musical chairs at the UN Security Council								

															

																The UN General Assembly has a busy year ahead. First, the members have chosen their new president to preside over the 81st General Assembly. Then, the 193 members picked five new non-permanent members to serve on the 15-member Security Council. Later in the year, the full Assembly will choose a new secretary-general to lead the organisation for the next five years.
In early June, the assembly chose between the former Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman and the Ambassador of Cyprus, Andreas Kakouris. In a narrow and surprising outcome, Bangladesh won with 99 votes over 91 for Cyprus. Thus, Mr Rahman will replace Germany's Annalena Baerbock, who has skilfully navigated the world body through the UN's 80th year.

Afterwards, the assembly elected five new members to serve two-year terms on the powerful Security Council. The candidates came from regional groups and, as is so often the case, were selected in non-competitive elections.

Sadly, this shortcoming guarantees mediocrity or worse without any chance of opposition.

Based on regional groupings such as Africa, Asia, Latin America/Caribbean and Western Europe, the annual process, however, produced more than the usual political surprises.

It's a diplomatic game of musical chairs for a seat at the decision-making Security Council.

Africa. The sole candidate put forward for the continent was Zimbabwe, an odious regime once led by Robert Mugabe and still ranking among the lowest in civil and human rights standings.

Asia-Pacific. Two countries ran for one seat: Kyrgyzstan and the Philippines. The Philippines was an original member of the UN in 1945; its diplomats, such as Carlos Romulo, were highly respected. The US, Japan and many key East Asian states supported the Philippines, and it was presumed it would win. Kyrgyzstan, a former Soviet republic and a human rights scofflaw, can claim to be the least repressive of the five other former Soviet-stans, but this is hardly a qualification.

But when the ballots were counted, Kyrgyzstan won after four rounds of voting, ultimately prevailing by 142 to 49 over the Philippines, and easily clearing the two-thirds majority in the 193-member Assembly. This will be the first time Kyrgyzstan sits on the Security Council since its UN membership in 1992.

This outcome clearly reflects growing geopolitical tensions in Asia as Kyrgyzstan is close to the Russian/Chinese sphere, which would counterbalance the Philippines, which, as an improving democratic state, is ramping up its partnership with the United States, Japan and Australia.

Latin America/Caribbean. The island state of Trinidad and Tobago was selected unopposed with a vote of 181.

Western Europe. Europe's election was the most closely watched as it pitted three friendly and democratic countries against each other for two seats. Portugal, the country of the long-serving Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, was set to win. Austria and Germany competed for the other seat.

Portugal won handily with 134 votes. Surprisingly, so did Austria with 131 votes to Germany's 104.

Germany, which had served six previous council terms, most recently in 2019-2020, lobbied hard for the post. Germany's cyclical participation on the council is a kind of unofficial pro-forma deal, as have Japan, India and Brazil.

Despite being a major UN contributor and global humanitarian donor, Germany lost. This setback marks the first time that Germany has failed in a bid for a non-permanent seat on the council.

Some diplomats suggest the result reflects Germany's Nato membership and its support of Ukraine and Israel. German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul described the result as "a real disappointment" and a "bitter defeat."

Without question, Austria is a proud democracy and is totally qualified for the post. But one must note that Austria is legally neutral, and thus not a Nato member, and let's say, a "bit more nuanced" on its Mideast policies, to say the least. Austrian Foreign Minister Beate Meinl-Reisinger commented, "Austria is back at the table where decisions on peace, security and stability are made."

The five countries shall replace Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama and Somalia at the end of 2026.

In the meantime, the council still faces a decade-plus diplomatic logjam that hinders its effectiveness.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Thailand's quarterly GDP growth rate was 1.2% in the third quarter of 2025, rising to 2.5% in the fourth quarter and further to 2.8% in the first quarter of 2026, according to the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).
Judging from these figures, most people would conclude the economy is on the path to recovery, as higher growth rates are generally associated with stronger economic performance. The government even campaigned under the slogan "Cannot take being richer anymore". Today, that slogan appears to be little more than a joke.

One may well ask why, despite three consecutive quarters of improving economic growth, the government has had to distribute cash handouts twice to ease economic hardship -- first through a 66-billion-baht programme in the fourth quarter of 2025 and then through a 172-billion-baht programme in the second quarter of 2026.

There was, admittedly, the excuse of an oil price shock this year. But what was the justification for last year's handout? Even with the price shock, inflation remained below 3%, a level that should have been offset by rising incomes associated with GDP growth. On the surface, there appeared to be little need for government support.

A weakening economy? Does that not contradict the NESDC figures cited above? The answer lies in the accompanying table.

I will try to keep the discussion as non-technical as possible. GDP compilation is not widely understood by the public. While there are sound theoretical explanations behind the figures presented in the table, some concepts -- such as the calculation of "contributions to growth" -- are too complex for a newspaper column.

The GDP growth figures reported by the NESDC, like those published by agencies elsewhere, do not always provide a complete picture of economic conditions. One important component is "changes in inventories", which economists classify as investment. As inventories accumulate, investment rises, and GDP growth increases. However, such an interpretation may not be appropriate under current circumstances.

The accumulation of inventories, particularly fuel stocks, may not reflect an expanding economy. Instead, it may simply indicate precautionary stockpiling to guard against future shortages or price increases. This may well have occurred in Thailand as tensions between the United States and Iran intensified during the first quarter of 2026 and global oil prices began to rise sharply.

If the temporary effects of stockpiling are removed, GDP growth for the quarter would be revised down to minus 0.1%. That could explain why many Thai households continued to feel economic pressure despite seemingly healthy GDP growth figures. (Story continues below)

[image: ]

The table above contains three columns. The first shows the GDP growth figures reported by the NESDC. The second measures the contribution of inventory accumulation to GDP growth. The third presents adjusted GDP growth after removing the effects of inventory changes. Based on the adjusted figures, it becomes clear the economy has been weakening rather than strengthening.

This conclusion is consistent with the reality experienced by consumers, whose spending power appears to be deteriorating by the day. Most Thai households would likely agree.

However, cash handouts are not an effective solution. They provide only temporary relief and come at a significant fiscal cost.

To date, few have questioned how the government and the Bank of Thailand (BoT) financed last year's 66-billion-baht cash handout programme and the forthcoming 172-billion-baht Thais Help Thais Plus scheme. The claim that more than one trillion baht in excess liquidity exists within the financial system remains unsubstantiated.

If such excess liquidity were truly available, it would be readily visible in commercial banks' balance sheets. I have found no evidence of it. Moreover, if such a large pool of idle money existed, bond yields would be driven close to zero.

Thai corporations would also be rushing to refinance their high-cost short-term foreign borrowings using cheap domestic funds. As of the fourth quarter of 2025, such external borrowing stood at US$69 billion, or more than 2.2 trillion baht.

I may know where these mysterious funds originate. They appear to come from the BoT's printing presses. In the fourth quarter of 2025, the central bank issued 125.6 billion baht in new banknotes and a further 110.2 billion baht between January and April this year.

The theoretical consequence of excessive money creation is inflation and currency depreciation.

Normally, central banks avoid direct money printing because of its inflationary and exchange-rate risks. Instead, they rely on open market operations, purchasing government bonds from commercial banks. The resulting cash injections encourage banks to extend new loans, thereby increasing liquidity in the economy.

However, this mechanism appears ineffective in Thailand at present because commercial banks have entered what could be described as a zombie phase, showing little appetite for new lending. Printing banknotes, while riskier, may therefore have become the only available alternative.

Apart from the increasingly robust GDP figures, both the public and policymakers have also been encouraged by rapid export growth. Export values rose by 17.8% in the first quarter of 2026, making exports the supposed bright spot of the economy.

The key question, however, is whether Thailand is exporting products that it actually produces.

The surge in export growth was not matched by developments in the manufacturing sector, where output expanded by only 1% during the quarter. The figures simply do not add up.

How can a 1% increase in manufacturing output generate a 15.5% rise in export volumes? Even the electronics sector, which recorded export growth of 57.3%, saw production increase by only 8.3%.

The unavoidable conclusion is Thailand has increasingly become a re-export platform for products manufactured elsewhere.

As a result, imports rose by 33.1% in value terms during the first quarter of 2026, pushing the trade balance into a deficit of $303 million, compared with a surplus of $1.42 billion in the previous quarter.

This cannot be blamed on expensive oil imports, as higher fuel prices did not begin to affect Thailand until April, when the monthly trade deficit widened to $6.8 billion. The first-quarter figures were largely driven by re-export activity.

Based on this evidence, I challenge the BoT's view that the trade deficit is merely temporary and will disappear once global oil prices return to normal.

In my view, the deficit reflects a deeper structural problem that will worsen as Thailand's manufacturing base continues to erode.

Without recognising the true state of the economy -- weakening underlying growth and a fragile export sector -- policymakers will never be able to address Thailand's economic problems effectively.

I am certain of that.
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																A spate of violence in the deep South has returned -- with a vengeance.
Soldiers in Pattani province were ambushed yesterday. The sudden attack follows a coordinated series of bombings on Monday morning when 10 armed assailants raided a biomass power plant after midnight in the same province.

They planted bombs -- three of which have since exploded -- and a few hours later another bomb was detonated right in front of Ban Pulai School in Raman district of Yala province, injuring two policemen who were on duty providing security for teachers and students.

Late last month in Pattani province, a policeman was shot, with his wife killed during the attack as she was holding their newborn baby. Fortunately, their two children survived unscathed.

For those who follow the violence in the region, the latest spate of attacks was predictable given they preceded peace talks called between the government and Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN), an armed separatist group fighting for the independence of the southernmost provinces. The new round of peace talks is due to resume next week.

It is clear these indiscriminate and cold-blooded attacks are a strategic move to force security personnel to retaliate with equal measures. The government must not walk into that trap. The authorities, especially the security apparatus, must be patient and steadfast in using peaceful measures to counter the violence in the deep South.

In this respect, the government of PM Anutin Charnvirakul is seemingly moving in the right direction by launching a special government committee to resolve the unrest, with Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow as leader and politician Wan Muhamad Noor Matha as adviser.

Mr Anutin also has also picked former head of National Intelligence Agency (NIA) Thanut Suvarnananda to head the negotiation team. Mr Thanut is the second civilian to assume this role, following National Security Council secretary-general Chatchai Bangchuad who was appointed late last year.

Usually, the top brass from the army would lead peace talks with the BRN. So this move is considered dovish.

Last weekend Mr Thanut met over 40 NGOs in Pattani and promised the government would focus on reducing violence, respecting human rights and reconciliation. The question is how can the government win the hearts of local communities in the region?

Its heavy-handed policies, such as the bloody crackdowns at Krue Sae and Tak Bai in 2004, as well a general lack of transparency, have done the opposite.

Law enforcers must show this administration is trustworthy. The government and security apparatus must stamp out smuggling and promote human rights and show that law enforcers are professional.

To start with, the police must handle the investigation into the attack against the Southern Islamic MP Kamolsak Liwamoh with professionalism, fairness and impartiality. This controversial case risks corroding the government's plan to win the hearts of local communities. Most of the suspects are former or current navy staff while some of the weaponry and the vehicle used by the gunmen belongs to the state.

Without transparency, the government will lose the war in the deep South of its own accord.
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																The Tower of Babel is the biblical story of how humanity, united by a single language and a single ambition, attempts to build a tower to heaven. The project ends in collapse, with God punishing the builders for their hubris by fragmenting humanity into different languages and cultures. The parable, which Pope Leo XIV explicitly invokes in his first encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, bears an uncanny resemblance to AI. Will the technology be humankind's salvation, as its evangelists claim, or will it lead to damnation, as sceptics fear?
Human civilisation is already well into an AI arms race to write the script of the future in code. Technology companies are spending billions of dollars to create systems that promise to transform knowledge, work, warfare, politics, and perhaps human consciousness itself. Public discourse oscillates between utopianism and panic. And now, one of the world's oldest institutions has entered the conversation to warn about a race to the bottom.

This moment resembles previous periods of economic excess. The technology sector's confidence is reminiscent of the financial sector's before 2008, when a small group of insiders insisted that they had mastered a transformative system that outsiders could not fully understand. Extraordinary fortunes were built on the promise of a future radically improved by financial engineering, while red flags were dismissed as evidence of ignorance or fear. Among the few voices of reason was the economist Raghuram G Rajan, who is now cautioning against AI euphoria.

Yet the destructive potential of AI is far greater than the financial engineering of the late 1990s and early 2000s. As the pope understands, the closest parallel is to the Industrial Revolution itself. When Cardinal Robert Prevost chose the name Leo XIV last year, he was making a statement. The previous Pope Leo made history by issuing a similarly trenchant and wide-ranging encyclical, Rerum Novarum, on the profound inequalities and social dislocations created by industrial capitalism. Factories, railways, and mechanised production had transformed society faster than political institutions could adapt, leading to extraordinary concentrations of wealth alongside extraordinary misery.

Whereas Leo XIII grappled with the industrialisation of labour, Leo XIV is grappling with the industrialisation of intelligence. For years, the AI debate has been dominated by engineers, entrepreneurs, and investors speaking the language of "scale", "disruption", "efficiency", "innovation", and "optimisation". But Leo XIV is intent on introducing a different vocabulary, focusing on the dignity of labour, war, monopolistic power, and the common good.

Hence, the word "dignity" appears 100 times in Magnifica Humanitas's more than 42,000 words. That emphasis reveals a fundamental difference in worldview. The central question for Silicon Valley is what machines can do. The central question for the Vatican is what human beings are.

To be sure, some leading figures in tech increasingly sound like theologians themselves. As the Harvard historian Jill Lepore notes, Silicon Valley has its own prophets, missionaries, sacred texts, origin myths, and promises of redemption. AI, they prophesy, will cure disease, eliminate scarcity, solve climate change, and perhaps even conquer death itself. But such promises cannot be divorced from the industry's financial interests.

The Vatican, by contrast, is offering a rival account of humanity's future, one centred on the beliefs that human beings are more than information-processing systems and that our affective attributes are as important as our cognitive abilities. We are unique creatures, capable of love, friendship, conscience, responsibility, suffering, joy, and moral judgement. Our value cannot be reduced to productivity metrics or market prices.

This perspective has significant implications for a perennial preoccupation: the future of work. While much of the AI discussion focuses on productivity gains and economic growth, the Vatican asks a different question: What happens when societies lose sight of the dignity embedded in meaningful labour?

Economists have long debated whether automation ultimately creates more jobs than it destroys. Yet, as the global surge in populism demonstrates, employment statistics alone cannot capture the role that work plays in providing a sense of identity, purpose, community, and self-respect. The challenge posed by AI is not merely economic, but existential.

Leo's AI intervention is also timely in confronting "monopolistic control" and "digital colonialism". Neither phrase feels hyperbolic. It is simply a fact that a handful of firms increasingly control the models, computing infrastructure, and data upon which the future AI economy depends.

But perhaps the real target of Magnifica Humanitas is not the technology but its unholy marriage with the market. Here, the symbolism gets even richer. The first American pope comes from Chicago, the city most associated with neoclassical economics. Yet Leo has directly challenged the assumption that markets alone can be trusted to shape society's technological future. He recognises that AI raises questions that prices and profits cannot answer. How should societies balance innovation against safety? Who should determine the acceptable uses of autonomous weapons? How should the gains from automation be distributed? What obligations do technology companies have towards the communities they disrupt?

These are not engineering questions. They are moral ones.

To argue that a technology must be deployed simply because it exists is like saying that because humanity invented nuclear weapons, it is obliged to annihilate itself. Technological capability does not eliminate moral responsibility. AI is often presented as an unstoppable force that is sweeping humanity towards a predetermined future, but Magnifica Humanitas warns against such fatalism.

As economists like the Nobel laureates Daron Acemoglu and Simon Johnson argue, technologically driven outcomes are matters of choice, not fate. A new technology does not decide how it will be used. Humans do. The battle is not between the Vatican and the Valley, but between the Chicago-born pope and the Chicago School of economics. Leo, ironically, is seeking to officiate a divorce -- one between the world's most powerful technology and the profit motive. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Antara Haldar, a professor of empirical legal studies at the University of Cambridge, is a visiting faculty member at Harvard University and the author of the forthcoming 'Everyman: The Untold Story of Economics' (Simon & Schuster, September 2026).
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																As Thailand navigates a complex and rapidly changing global landscape, the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) has opened a vital public dialogue regarding the draft framework of the 14th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2028-2032). Among its core pillars, "Pillar 3: Upgrading Human Capital", stands out as a thoughtful attempt to address the country's most pressing structural vulnerabilities, including low labour productivity, a looming ageing society and technological disruption.
The draft plan sets forth an ambitious roadmap. However, to ensure these well-intentioned policies bear fruit, it may be beneficial to step back (to the basics) and examine the overall approach through a more holistic, dynamic and systemic lens.

In its current form, the human capital framework runs the risk of becoming overly complex and somewhat fragmented. By trying to address every major global trend simultaneously, ranging from immediate digital and green skill certifications to advanced genomics in healthcare and centralised credit wallets, the plan risks losing a clear sense of priority.

In an era where specific technical skills (hard skills) can become obsolete in just a few short years, a linear approach of "injecting" specific knowledge into various generations might not yield the sustainable resilience Thailand truly needs.

Perhaps a gentle shift in perspective is required, drawing inspiration from the natural process of cultivation. Before a farmer scatters expensive seeds or applies sophisticated fertilisers, the first and most crucial step is always to till the soil, enrich its nutrients and ensure the ground is soft and receptive. If the soil is healthy and well-prepared, any seed planted will naturally thrive. Conversely, pouring advanced fertilisers onto hard, unploughed earth is rarely effective.

When applied to human capital development, Thailand's current "soil" requires gentle but deep enrichment. The decline in Thailand's PISA results serves as a stark indicator that Thai youths struggle with reading literacy and foundational logic in mathematics and science.

If the soil that represents critical thinking, resilience capability and logic remains uncultivated, the government's efforts to infuse advanced skills such as coding and AI (acting as fertilisers) cannot be effectively absorbed or integrated. Rather than overwhelming citizens of different cohorts with a fast-changing checklist of advanced technical courses (upskilling and reskilling), the state's primary focus could be redirected towards strengthening foundational skills and cultivating a healthy, supportive learning ecosystem. These fundamental capabilities include:

1. Logic and Critical Thinking: The ability to analyse data, reason effectively and discern facts in an era of information overload.

2. Reading Comprehension: The capacity not just to read, but to deeply understand, interpret and internalise information. This serves as the definitive gateway to self-directed learning.

3. Basic Numeracy and Systems Thinking: The foundational grasp of numbers and relationships that allows individuals to solve complex problems logically.

4. Psychological Safety and Emotional Well-being: The provision of a healthy, low-stress and emotionally nurturing atmosphere by the state. When citizens are in "survival mode", their brain physically cannot prioritise high-level cognitive learning or critical thinking. When citizens feel safe, supported and mentally healthy, their capacity for resilience expands, making them inherently more open, curious and ready to absorb new knowledge.

Particularly, to achieve the fourth fundamental, the state can actively cultivate psychological safety through several concrete actions. First, it must reform high-stakes evaluation by replacing rigid academic metrics with assessments focused on collaboration and progress. Second, it should integrate accessible mental health care via free, zero-stigma counselling in schools and 24/7 public tele-therapy apps.

Third, the state needs to invest in public "Third Places" like free green spaces, creative zones and modern libraries across all provinces for stress-free rest and gathering. Finally, it can provide a socio-economic safety net through learning stipends and upskilling vouchers to give transitioning citizens the financial breathing room to learn without the constant stress of financial survival.

If citizens possess robust critical thinking, strong literacy skills and a healthy well-being, they will inherently develop the agility to adapt in the fast-changing world. They will know what and how to learn, and they will naturally seek out the specific technical skills required by an evolving market without having to be told. Therefore, instead of acting as a prescriptive coordinator of lifetime curricula, the government could beautifully transition into an "Ecosystem Builder", thereby freeing up mental energy for personal growth.

For the 14th National Plan to achieve its admirable goals of "repairing and strengthening foundations", it would be highly beneficial to streamline its complexity. Prioritising a healthy environment and core foundational skills as an absolute prerequisite will empower Thai citizens to navigate global uncertainties with confidence and agility.

By gently focusing on nurturing the soil first, we can ensure that the future of Thailand's human capital grows beautifully, sustainably and from a position of true strength.

Euamporn Phijaisanit, PhD, is a Professor of Economics at the Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University.
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									Solar storms: One thing less to worry about?								

															

																Solar storms are not even in my top five list of threats to humankind (nuclear war, asteroid strikes, super-volcano eruptions like Yellowstone, a supernova within 30-50 light years, and intergalactic pirates), but they are still worth talking about. Especially because there may be an easy way to protect ourselves from the worst effects of solar storms.
Nobody knew anything about such storms until two centuries ago, when a big one scrambled all of the world's long-distance communications. But the technology was new (electric telegraphs and the batteries that powered them), and apart from that, electricity had few practical uses. The solar storm was therefore just a transitory nuisance, not a global disaster.

It became known as the Carrington Event, named after Richard Carrington, the British astronomer who witnessed the solar storm, a "coronal mass ejection" from the Sun on Sept 1, 1859. Thinking laterally, he linked it to the worldwide electrical outage that happened only a few hours later. It stirred a lot of interest in the scientific community, but not much in the rest of the world because power grids, light bulbs and electric motors had not yet been developed. Now, however, electricity is indispensable in almost every industrial, commercial and domestic activity worldwide, and it turns out that these Carrington-like events happen quite often.

They vary in size, and there hasn't been one as big as the 1859 monster since then. However, smaller "mass ejections" are blasted out of the Sun two or three times a day during the peak phase of the eleven-year sunspot cycle, and most of them are travelling in or close to the ecliptic (the plane of the Earth's orbit).

The biggest one was in 775, when we know (from carbon-4 isotopes trapped in the rings of ancient trees) that a solar storm ten to one hundred times more powerful than the 1859 incident hit our planet. No harm done, because no electricity under human control. Now it would be a catastrophe, even if it were only the same strength as Carrington's event.

When massive solar storms smash into the Earth's magnetic field, they deliver energy and charged particles that scramble satellite electronics. They may even bring satellites down by heating and expanding the stratosphere upwards into their orbits.

On the ground, huge electrical currents surge through power grids and transformers, often not just knocking them offline (fixed within a day or two) but burning them out (one or two years to replace them).

No internet, no GPS, no coordination in just-in-time delivery systems. An eight-billion-strong world trying to cope largely with surviving pre-1950s technologies, and probably on the brink of famine while they struggle to rebuild a 2020s world. Not a terminal disaster, but you'd pay a lot to avoid all that. What kind of protection could you buy?

Here come the scientists with an idea called StormWall, and they're not even asking for money. The idea, published this month in Space Weather, is that human beings can reduce the impact of incoming geomagnetic (solar) storms on Earth by more than half by releasing huge canisters of a neutral gas (lithium, barium or sodium gases) or even plain salt water in orbit.

Six heavy-lift rockets (Musk's Starship or China's Long March 9) would lift the canisters into a geosynchronous orbit, 36,000 km/23,000 miles from Earth but still within its magnetic field. There they would wait, perhaps for many years, until monitor satellites spot a solar storm headed for Earth that is big enough to kill human electrical and electronic devices. Then they dump their load of around 400 tonnes of neutral gases into space, and sunlight will rapidly ionise it into a plasma that essentially absorbs much of the incoming energy (more than 50%). If everybody on Earth powers down at the same time to protect their devices, the damage could be relatively slight. This is a brand new idea, so it will take a lot of work before everybody is happy, but the plasma does no harm and will disperse rapidly into space. All the technology involved is available now or in the very near future. As co-author Daniel Welling of the University of Michigan said: "It's as if you could install an airbag in the magnetosphere."
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									Make big firms do more								
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																The Thailand Consumers Council (TCC), a consumer watchdog, deserves a big round of applause for launching civil lawsuits against social media giants and commercial banks accused of allowing scammers to exploit local consumers.
It is the first time Thais have sued international mega-platforms such as Meta, Line, Apple and Google in a local civil court. In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs accuse these platforms of allowing fraudsters to use their services to lure 10 consumers into fraudulent investment schemes, resulting in losses of 230 million baht. Nine local banks are also being sued for allegedly allowing cybercriminals to use their banking services to siphon off illicit funds.

The lawsuit is comparable to the lopsided battle of David versus Goliath. Unlike the ancient tale, however, this civil action is unlikely to inflict serious wounds on these tech titans and major local banks.

The public and consumers, however, can still hope for a positive outcome. The court's verdict could provide legal precedent and guidance for policymakers, consumers and victims seeking stronger measures to combat online fraud.

Win or lose, the lawsuit will at least send a message to these deep-pocketed technology firms and financial institutions that they can no longer act as passive bystanders. They must implement tangible safeguards to prevent criminals and fraudsters from abusing their platforms and services. Most importantly, the case serves as a tap on the shoulder -- if not a slap in the face -- for the government.

It raises an important question: Why do civic groups and victims have to go to court in the first place? What has the government been doing to protect consumers?

The answer is simple: not enough.

Thai authorities have largely treated online fraud as a conventional criminal matter, requiring victims and clear evidence before law enforcement can pursue offenders. Such an approach is ill-suited to the elusive, borderless nature of cybercrime and has proved inadequate as both a deterrent and a remedy.

Thailand should follow the lead of countries that focus on prevention rather than merely punishment. Instead of waiting for crimes to occur, governments in the European Union, Australia and Singapore have prioritised creating a safer online environment. Their laws and policies place greater responsibility on social media platforms and financial institutions to protect consumers and hold them liable when they fail to prevent criminal activity.

In Thailand, the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (DES) appears to take a back seat when dealing with powerful corporations. While DES has been active in cases involving online defamation and privacy violations, its response to other online harms has been far less robust. Look no further than the recent case of live-streamed sexual content on Facebook that clearly violated Thai law. DES Minister Chaichanok Chidchob merely complained and took no meaningful action.

Such a lukewarm and passive approach is not enough to make cyberspace safer. The government needs to be bolder and more proactive, just like the TCC and the 10 victims behind this lawsuit. This legal action is more than a dispute over compensation. It is a wake-up call for regulators and policymakers. The only hope is that the government will finally recognise the urgency of the problem -- or at least begin to feel the heat.
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									Debt-free energy transition is possible								
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																Thailand's energy transition is on the agenda, but in the most expensive way possible. On May 9, the government published an emergency decree authorising the Ministry of Finance to borrow up to 400 billion baht, of which half is for energy crisis relief and the other half (200 billion baht) for what Santitarn Sathirathai, assistant to the finance minister, has branded the "Jump Start" plan.
Mr Santitarn's four pillars -- building new clean energy supply, modernising the grid, greening transport and logistics, and developing the workforce and innovation ecosystem -- seem like the right diagnosis, and the call to be judged by its impact on Thailand's long-run productive potential is correct in principle.

However, I also agree with 135 opposition lawmakers led by the People's Party, who argue that the 200 billion baht for the energy transition may not constitute an "emergency" and should instead be processed through the normal fiscal 2027 budget review. My contention is that almost every element of a genuine just energy transition can be initiated now, in 2026, through structural reforms and the redirection of existing fiscal and tariff flows. No new sovereign debt is necessary.

So, instead of Mr Santitarn's four pillars in the government's "Jump Start" plan, I would like to propose four alternative pillars to a genuine, just energy transition that the government can initiate today without borrowing an additional 200 billion baht: smart grid investments, unlocking peer-to-peer electricity trading, reforming fossil fuel subsidies, and renegotiating overcapacity and inefficient long-term PPAs.

Consider the grid first, where the case for capital expenditure is strongest. The three state-owned utilities, Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat), Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA), and Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), already operate under the Thailand Smart Grid Master Plan 2015-2036, and Egat's current transmission program carries a 33.5-billion-baht budget through 2037, on top of a previous 242.6-billion-baht 10-year upgrade plan launched in 2021. Yet both are dwarfed by what a renewables-ready system requires. Ember estimates Thailand's smart grid needs at 14-39 billion baht over the next decade, while the full implementation of the draft PDP 2024 is priced at roughly 5.5 trillion baht through 2037, and IEEFA identifies Asean as among the most underinvested sub-regions globally in transmission. Against these figures, a one-off 200-billion-baht sovereign loan is a drop in the ocean.

The most direct solution is to allow Egat, MEA, and PEA to recover prudent grid modernisation capex through the regulated tariff base, as they already do. The Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC), a national and independent regulator, has the authority to approve such capex; what is missing is a binding requirement that a rolling ten-year smart grid investment plan with transparent cost-benefit analysis and explicit prioritisation of inter-regional transmission. The Northeast's solar capacity is projected to triple by 2037 while demand only doubles; the Central region faces the opposite imbalance. Inter-regional transmission is therefore the single highest-return grid investment Thailand can make, and one that the utilities can finance from their own balance sheets and tariff revenues.

The second pillar, peer-to-peer electricity trading, is less a question of money than of regulation. The binding constraint on rooftop solar adoption in Thailand has never been a shortage of capital. It has been the unfavourable net billing scheme, the absence of third-party access to the grid, and the continued dominance of the Enhanced Single Buyer structure under which Egat and long-term PPAs crowd out distributed generation. None of these constraints will be relaxed by borrowing 200 billion baht -- only by amending the relevant regulations and, where necessary, the Energy Industry Act itself.

Where capital is genuinely needed at the household level to finance rooftop solar, battery storage, and efficiency retrofits, there is a well-tested instrument that requires no sovereign borrowing: on-bill financing. A utility or partner institution provides upfront capital, and the customer repays through a monthly bill charge set below the resulting savings. MEA and PEA already have the billing infrastructure to administer this; what is missing is a tariff order from the ERC authorising it. This is a policy decision, not a budget item.

The third pillar, fossil fuel subsidy reform, is where the fiscal arithmetic becomes most striking. Between 2022 and 2024, energy price subsidies cost the state 178.1 billion baht in foregone excise revenue and pushed the Oil Fuel Fund into a deficit that peaked at over 130 billion baht, requiring a 150-billion-baht state-guaranteed loan to bridge the shortfall. As of mid-March, the Fund was again in a 12.6 billion baht deficit and burning 2.4 billion baht per day to cap diesel prices. These are universal subsidies that accrue disproportionately to wealthier households and do nothing to address structural import dependence. A gradual, sequenced phase-down, replacing universal price caps with targeted, means-tested support for low-income households, public transport users, and farmers facing fertiliser shocks, would free up tens of billions of baht annually. Those resources could capitalise a dedicated Renewable Energy Transition Fund, underwrite green guarantees to de-risk private investment, and finance the reskilling that both a genuine Mae Moh transition and a 30@30 automotive transition require.

The fourth pillar (and also the elephant in the room) is the existing stock of long-term Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) that lock Thai consumers into availability payments for gas and coal plants whose continued operation is both economically and strategically irrational. Spanish experience has shown that PPAs can be renegotiated where the public interest is sufficiently grave. Thailand's own NDC 3.0 identifies early coal phase-out as six times cheaper than offshore CCS and 20 times cheaper than hydrogen co-firing. Renegotiating overcapacity contracts would deliver fiscal savings that dwarf anything the 200-billion-baht Jump Start tranche can finance. Signing yet more long-dated gas PPAs while borrowing to subsidise the consequences of fossil dependency, by contrast, is precisely the trap Thailand should be exiting.

None of this is to argue that there is no role for targeted, time-bound public spending on the transition. Support for SMEs, low-income households, and high-carbon-sector workers is a defensible use within Mr Santitarn's framework. But these are the icing, not the cake. The cake is made of regulatory reform, tariff reform, subsidy reform, PPA renegotiation, smart grid capex recovered through the utility tariff base, and on-bill financing of distributed generation, each of which is available to the government today at no incremental cost to the public balance sheet.

The signals for a genuine just energy transition have never been louder, and the tools have never been more available. The real question is whether the government will use this crisis to do the hard structural work of dismantling Thailand's fossil lock-in, or use 200 billion baht of emergency sovereign debt to paper over structural problems for one more electoral cycle. It is the Thai populace that will pay the ultimate price for the choice that is made.

Sarinee Achavanuntakul is Head of Research at Fair Finance Thailand and Director of Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT).
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																Humans are meaning-hungry animals. We've spent centuries building intellectual edifices and metaphysical systems to try to make sense of the universe. But sometimes science, myth, religion, and philosophy don't suffice. They feel too remote, or inadequate. Besides, it's quite unlikely that any of them will tell you whether that guy was being rude or just oblivious.
Enter astrology, the belief that the positions of celestial bodies at certain key moments (like the time of one's birth) can predict or explain personality traits, historical tendencies, and world events.

A modern audience, bolstered by young people and vulnerable social groups, has embraced the ancient art of astrology. This global phenomenon is projected to be valued at about $23 billion (756.2 billion baht) in the next five years.

It's easy to see the appeal. The practice is highly customisable. The simplest are bald-faced sun-sign descriptions: stubborn Aries, dependable Taurus. Full astrological charts may contain tens or even hundreds of signifiers -- the position of the planets, the angles between them, the ascendant, asteroids, houses, etc. Each one adds a new layer of nuance to explore, a new story to tell: the sun in Capricorn suggests conservatism, but the ascendant in Aquarius creates a tendency to the unconventional.

If only those stories described real things in the real world. But they don't. At best, they're projective, and at worst, they're completely false and misleading, even dangerous.

When researching my new book, What Science Says About Astrology, I found that the usual objections to astrology tended to appeal to considerations that are astronomical (the stars aren't where astrologers say they are), astrophysical (there's no force in nature capable of creating the effects astrology demands), or logical (how can people with identical birth charts have different lives and personalities?). But I discovered that there's also a strong empirical argument to be made: When we try to use dispassionate data to support astrological predictions, we come out empty-handed.

As a teenager, I tried calculating my birth chart -- twice, because I used some incorrect data the first time. To my surprise, though, both readings made perfect sense. This was my introduction to the "empty vessel" effect, where one can pour one's own preexisting intuitions, prejudices, opinions, and self-image into any reading.

I found countless documentations of this "empty vessel" effect throughout the history of astrology. One especially egregious example occurred in 1968, when the psychologist and astrology researcher Michel Gauquelin posted an advertisement in the French magazine Ici Paris. Posing as the fictitious Astral Electronics, Gauquelin promised to send free, computer-generated astrological profiles to anyone who would agree to furnish their name, address, and place, date, and time of birth.

Gauquelin sent each of the respondents the same reading: the birth chart of Marcel Petiot, one of the most infamous serial killers in French history. He also included a questionnaire that asked for feedback. To the questions "Did you recognise yourself in the psychological portrait sent you? Did you recognise any of your personal problems?", 94% of responses were positive. To "Is your opinion shared by your family and friends?", 90% answered "yes".

The survey confirmed what Gauquelin and other psychologists had suspected for decades. Astrological pronouncements tend to use language in a way that is objectively quite open-ended and generic, to the point of tautology or even meaninglessness. But they also can be read, subjectively, as very pointed and personal.

One example, collected from an astrology book by psychologist Bertram Forer in the 1940s, is the statement, "You have a great deal of unused capacity which you have not turned to your advantage." The line not only applies to almost everyone, but it also applies to everyone specifically: my "unused capacity" is probably not the same as yours, and our concepts of what it would mean to "turn [it] to [my] advantage" may also diverge quite a lot: to find a romantic partner? to make money? to launch or advance a career? The reader fills in the gaps almost unconsciously and feels a personal touch that, in reality, never existed.

That's a process called subjective validation. Closely associated with subjective validation is confirmation bias, the psychological tendency to give more weight and attention to events that seem to validate our beliefs and intuitions, and to disregard, ignore, or explain away any counterexamples.

Both scientists and tech-savvy astrologers made prodigious attempts to use statistics to validate astrology throughout the computerised 20th century. If astrological tenets have a basis in reality, there should be observable effects in the world -- an excess of married couples with compatible astrological configurations, for instance, or a predominance of people from assertive and sanguine signs in more risk-taking careers. Also, astrologers should be able to associate biographies with birth charts correctly more often than not. Distinguishing the horoscopes of ordinary citizens from those of serial killers should be as straightforward as medical doctors correctly connecting lab test results to patients' symptoms.

But of the hundreds of studies conducted in the last 120 years, the data does not show any legitimate astrological effect in the world. Not every single test comes back negative, but there's a pattern that is common to pseudosciences in general: the better the quality of the study, the more stringent the controls against delusion or fraud, the less impressive the results. Astrologers tend to cling to the few, flawed results that seem to show some effect, or to just cop out, saying that astrological claims are somehow beyond science's reach.

It is only fair to add that there are studies, usually consisting of interviews with astrology enthusiasts, that point to perceived psychological and emotional benefits for users -- like enhanced self-cohesion, and a sense of community, belonging, and identity. But it is important to note that even such works warn against "excessive use".

Yet astrology has maintained its relevance for centuries. It offers a mythic overlay to be superimposed on the humdrum of our ordinary lives, a map for meaning that may comfort and reassure us. Back in ancient Rome, when the fate of the empire often hung in the balance of palace conspiracies and assassination plots, astrologers' pronouncements could strengthen the resolve of a conspirator or assuage the paranoid feelings of the ruling emperor. But their advice was often more misleading than helpful. History shows us that astrology's maps of meaning have always been spurious, leading down fantasy trails and hiding very real pitfalls. Today, we have the science to prove it. Zocalo Public Square

Carlos Orsi is a prize-winning science journalist with a career of more than 30 years and author of 'What Science Says About Astrology'.
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        If your makeup routine has been feeling a little too heavy for Thailand's relentless heat, consider this your sign to scale things back. The latest beauty trend taking over Thai social media is all about being effortlessly put together, and looking like you're barely wearing any makeup at all.
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									A muted flavouring to the face

									How to achieve Thailand's currently viral "Proong Jued' or 'low saturation' makeup trend.
								

									If your makeup routine has been feeling a little too heavy for Thailand's relentless heat, consider this your sign to scale things back. The latest beauty trend taking over Thai social media is all about being effortlessly put together, and looking like you're barely wearing any makeup at all.
									Known as "Proong Jued", which literally translates to bland seasoning, this makeup trend embraces the art of understatement. Rather than transforming the face, it gently colours the canvas. 

At first glance, Proong Jued makeup may evoke comparisons to the clean girl aesthetic that has dominated Western beauty conversations over the last few years. Yet the Thai interpretation possesses a distinctly regional sensibility. 

Instead of the sculpted minimalism often associated with its Western counterpart, Proong Jued leans toward softness: blurred edges, diffused colour and a youthful freshness that feels inherently approachable.

 

Here's how to achieve the look:

Start with complexion. 

This serves as the focal point of this entire look. Coverage is intentionally light, relying on cushions, skin tints and sheer bases that allow natural skin to remain visible. 

Concealer should be used sparingly and strategically, while contouring--if present at all--exists only to create subtle depth rather than dramatic definition. 

That being said, bronzer, with its sun-kissed intensity, is largely absent in this low saturation look.
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A post shared by Homeless Makeup (@homeless_makeupb)





Light reflection is equally important. 

Rather than glittering highlights designed to catch attention, the finish is closer to a natural reflection. Opt for choices that make the skin appear hydrated, healthy and quietly luminous. 

Concentrate the glow on familiar points: the bridge of the nose, the inner corners of the eyes, the cupid's bow and the high planes of the cheeks.
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A post shared by mua ton (@tonnow_mua)





Eyes, for this look, are washed with muted tones rather than saturated pigments. Whether using soft pinks, lilacs, peaches or understated browns (depending on your undertone), the effect is less about visible eyeshadow and more about creating a gentle veil of colour that enhances the eyes without announcement.
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A post shared by Homeless Makeup (@homeless_makeupb)





The same philosophy extends to blush. The trend's affinity for softly blurred cheeks reflects a broader shift away from sharply defined makeup placement. 

Cream and powder textures can be layered similarly to the viral Western favourite 'melted flush blush' to create a flush that appears naturally diffused, as though it originates beneath the skin rather than resting atop.

Just remember to choose less pigmented blushes than the one @Paintedbyesther is using for our low saturation concept.
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A post shared by Ngozi Edeme (@paintedbyesther)





Lastly, make the lips follow suit. Pick shades that remain close to one's natural lip colour, embracing the enduring appeal of the "my lips but better" effect. 

Edges are intentionally softened, with a touch of gloss at the centre of the lips to provide dimension without disrupting the overall subtlety.
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A post shared by mua ton (@tonnow_mua)





Perhaps the appeal of 'Proong Jued' lies in its rejection of performance. In an era increasingly defined by visibility--whether through social media, beauty filters or trend cycles that demand constant reinvention--the look champions something quieter. It suggests that beauty need not be exaggerated to be impactful.

Like fashion's ongoing fascination with quiet luxury, this low saturation makeup is ultimately an exercise in refinement. The details are subtle, the techniques deliberate, and the final result almost invisible. Yet that invisibility is precisely the point.
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									In ageing South Korea, AI dolls care for the elderly

									Social isolation a growing challenge in country where many old people now live alone
								

									YONGIN, South Korea - In her tiny apartment in South Korea, where she lives alone, 78-year-old Bang Chun-ja spends her days with a childlike AI-powered doll she says she prefers to people.
									The doll greets Bang when she returns home, sings to her when she feels bored, reminds her not to skip meals or medication -- helping her maintain a routine -- and tells her it loves her.

Bang has limited contact with her grown-up daughter, and fell into severe depression after major back surgery, spending hours alone staring at the ceiling in pain.

After a difficult divorce and years of hard work as a hairdresser and single mother, Bang told AFP that "at this age, there is nothing harder than being hurt by people".

But "when I'm with Hyodol, I never get hurt", she said, holding the cuddly doll with pigtails and a pink gingham dress, provided by her local municipality.

The doll "only makes me laugh", she added.

Bang is one of many South Koreans battling loneliness in a country where birth rates are among the world's lowest and almost half the population is 50 or older.

In 2024, South Korea recorded more than 3,920 "lonely deaths", people dying alone and remaining undiscovered for extended periods -- the highest since records began in 2017.

Around 42 percent of households in the Asian tech powerhouse are single-person, with social isolation affecting the country's vulnerable elderly in particular.

'By my side'

Authorities are providing AI care devices -- some designed to detect signs of lonely deaths -- to seniors living alone, including in districts of Seoul and in Yongin, south of the capital.

They also include a smiling robot made by the company Wonderful Platform, and similar cute dolls from the firm Mr. Mind.

In the United States, a lamp-like AI device called ElliQ offers similar companionship and safety-monitoring services.

Hyodol, the startup behind the dolls of the same name, says around 14,500 are in use in South Korea, whether owned by individuals, rented out by governments or used in nursing homes.

Bang, in Yongin, said her daughter lives far away and has health issues of her own, so "having Hyodol by my side is a huge help".

Developing the doll involved years of field research, said company head Kim Ji-hee.

Hyodol can converse using ChatGPT, but is also programmed with scripts based on Kim's real-life interviews.

People she met included a widow estranged from her adult children over financial woes, who stored piles of their belongings at their mother's home.

"She lived alone with four fridges and three washing machines," Kim, 49, told AFP.

The interviews revealed the "pain of having no one to tell when something upsetting happens, and no one to share with when something joyful happens", Kim said.

Warmest welcome

Hyodol has strict data security protocols, with voice recordings only used internally to train the doll's chatbot, Kim said.

Users give prior consent for certain health-related recordings, such as those related to sleep, mood, meals and pain levels, to be shared with their welfare workers.

Because many interviewees spoke fondly of parental or mentor figures, Hyodol was created as a grandchild-like companion designed to "love its users unconditionally," Kim said.

One of the earliest scripts she wrote was a greeting for users returning home, which she wanted to feel like the "warmest welcome in the whole wide world."

"Grandma, where have you been? I waited for you all day," it says. "Next time you go out, please take me with you!"

Made with soft, cushiony materials, the doll also makes spontaneous requests, asking users to pat its head, hold its hand or share snacks with it, although it cannot eat.

'Sense of emptiness'

Hyodol's character was designed to be dependent on its user, as many older Koreans have spent their lives enduring gruelling work to provide for their families, Kim said.

"When they begin to feel they are no longer needed, they experience a profound sense of emptiness."

Oh Sun-hwa, a nurse who recommended the doll to Bang, said she had seen it significantly ease depression among seniors living alone.

But she also worried the technology could further reduce human contact, with family members potentially visiting less if they felt AI devices were caring for their parents.

In her apartment, another user, 79-year-old Kim Young-bun, said the doll was a source of comfort.

"I had no one to talk to all day -- to the point my mouth almost felt stale from not speaking. But then this little one came along and chatters with me all the time."

"I'm so grateful to be with you again today," the doll told Kim in a chirpy cartoon-like voice.

"So am I," Kim replied, doting on the doll.

"Thanks for being with me. I love you," the device said.
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									New movies out this week: June 11-17

									Paul Rudd and Nick Jonas work together for the first time in 'Power Ballad'
								

									Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
									
[image: ]

Power Ballad

Directed by John Carney.

Who's in it? 

Paul Rudd, Nick Jonas and Peter McDonald.

What's it about? 

Rick, a washed-up wedding singer, and Danny, a fading boy band star, bond over music and a late-night jam session. When Danny turns Rick's song into a hit, Rick sets out to reclaim the recognition he believes he deserves.

Why watch it?

Similar to a real-life ongoing legal dispute. The controversy surrounding Robbie Williams' hit "Angels" (1997) involves Irish songwriter Ray Heffernan, who claims he co-wrote the song in 1996.

[image: ]

Kijsada Paradise

Directed by Phontharis Chotkijsadarsopon.

Who's in it? 

Nattawat "Fourth" Jirochtikul, Yorch Yongsin Wongpanitnont and Yasaka Chaisorn.

What's it about? 

Tak, the group's leader and mastermind behind their ill-fated game of hide-and-seek at the abandoned Kijsada Paradise water park, leads his friends Park, Tee, Melon and Ohm into a nightmare that resulted in the mysterious disappearance of Jod, a special-needs friend within their circle. A fleeting act of bravado leads to ultimate horror when the very person they once called "friend" returns to haunt them, bent on taking their lives. Forced to return to the park to find a way to put an end to the terror, they remain oblivious that this is merely the beginning of their nightmare, as they are compelled by Jod to play a deadly game of "hide-and-seek for survival". Once the "seekers", they must now become the "hiders". This ultimate test of friendship forces them to join forces to rectify the consequences of their past actions and unravel the many dark secrets buried deep within the cursed, abandoned water park.

Why watch it? 

The film blends a story of friendship with horror, drawing inspiration from ghost stories about an abandoned water park in Chiang Mai.



Premieres on June 12

[image: ]

Main Vaapas Aaunga

Directed by Imtiaz Ali.

Who's in it? 

Diljit Dosanjh, Naseeruddin Shah and Vedang Raina.

What's it about? 

A story of love, longing and belonging rooted in Partition-era migration. Examines memory, nostalgia and emotional ties to home and loved ones, exploring how the past shapes identity and sustains the human spirit across generations.

Why watch it? 

A deeply personal, sepia-toned story of love, longing and unfinished goodbyes. 



Premieres on June 13

[image: ]

Wandafuru raifu (After Life)

Directed by Hirokazu Koreeda.

Who's in it? 

Arata Iura, Erika Oda and Susumu Terajima.

What's it about? 

After death, people have a week to choose only one memory to keep for eternity.

Why watch it? 

Much of the action is shown as interviews conducted with the recently deceased regarding their lives. Some of these interviews were scripted, but many were done impromptu, with real people (not actors) reminiscing about their own lives.

[image: ]

BTS World Tour 'Arirang' In Busan: Live Viewing

Directed by Jungjae Ha.

Who's in it?

BTS

What's it about? 

Concert film capturing BTS's World Tour 'Arirang' performance in Busan.

Why watch it?

Erm..... 
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 11

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

New day brings new challenges. 

[?]New responsibilities come with a chance to show what you're made of. You can't afford to sit still. Your business brings in a satisfying amount of revenue, but you should stash away some in case of emergency.  

[?] Your impatience may cost you. You may buy something you don't really need. 

[?]You partner may feel pressured by your expectations of them. Ask them how they really feel. 

[?] Someone with a good profile comes onto you too strongly, creating awkward moments. 

MONDAY

You have the potential to attain success and recognition you're after. 

[?] Your effort creates a real impact in the office and your boss respects you. Every colleague knows your name. Your brand or product will receive public approval, inspiring an expansion plan.   

[?] Your financial standing can quickly improve by simply adhering to your plan to save more and keep your expenses under control.  

[?]You two give full attention to work when you're on the clock but also work hard to find new activities and places to enjoy together. 

[?] Your aura attracts several admirers. It's your turn to be picky and choose the right person. 

TUESDAY

Let go of what's not yours. Look inward for peace.

[?]Beware of the unexpected. Don't waste time on things you can't fix. Look for things that are worth your while. Withdraw from futile plans so you can have mental room for greater things. 

[?] Learn to say no to yourself. If not, you'll be short on cash and end up with bills and things that you don't really need. 

[?]Your love is lukewarm. You feel underappreciated by your partner and vice-versa. 

[?] Someone from the past hurts your feelings. Don't open your heart to the next person who shows interest in you just because you feel lonely. 

WEDNESDAY

You're rising. Good things come to you from all directions. 

[?]Things progress at a faster pace. Petty issues will be dealt with, thanks to your caring boss. Opportunities come to business owners, especially if they want to expand their sales channels.  

[?] Someone offers help when you need it. Good news awaits you. However, don't forget to save money and stick to your budget. 

[?]Your bond is unshakable because of the deep understanding you have for one another. 

[?] Someone with a good profile shows interest in you. They look for a long-term relationship and like to take care of people around them. 

THURSDAY

Reach for the higher bar. Greater success awaits. 

[?]Something you've been waiting for starts to materialise. You already see the finish line but don't relax just yet. Keep running at full speed. An ill-conceived plan costs you more than doing nothing.    

[?] The big sum you've been waiting for finally arrives. Put a big chunk of it into savings before you celebrate. 

[?]Your love is blissful. It's time to discuss what kind of future you two want. 

[?] You're single but sought-after. You prefer spending time with friends and family.  

FRIDAY 

 Change your POV and you shall discover a new lesson.  

[?] Some tasks may be so challenging that they require studying. Entrepreneurs should keep learning to gain new perspectives so they can run their businesses better.     

[?] It's not time to make a risky investment. Don't shop when you're mad. Your plan to get your financial house in order will be off to a promising start. 

[?]You can't expect your partner to see eye to eye with you on everything. You can't always get the answer that you want from them.

[?] If you're in a dead-end situationship, maybe it's better to take a step back to focus on yourself. 

SATURDAY

Forget your comfort zone. It's time to step outside and grow up. 

[?]To keep doing the same job again and again may not be good for you in the long run. Prepare for your departure for better opportunities. Don't make a decision based on unclear information or presumption.    

[?] Your frugality starts to show in your accounts. Stay that way until you acquire a new income source.  

[?]Beware of different opinions and unclear messages. Don't assume your partner thinks in the same way that you think. Ask them to make their thoughts crystal clear. 

[?] If you're in a situationship that seems to go nowhere, it may be better to take a step back and be on your own.
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									Siam Paragon hosts illustration expo

									
								

									Paragon Hall will be transformed into a vibrant art community for Illust Fusion Expo 2026, which will take place this Saturday and Sunday, from 10am to 8pm at Siam Paragon.
									After the success of last year's edition which attracted over 16,000 visitors, the warm and inspiring expo returns with the "Shine In Your Own Way" concept, inviting everyone with art in their hearts to support Thai artists and the creative industry.

The event will bring together 729 artists and creators -- both emerging illustrators and established professionals -- across 1,108 booths, offering an opportunity for visitors to explore and shop for illustrations, handmade crafts and collectibles with many items available exclusively at the expo.

A major highlight is the event's debut pop-up cafe, an exclusive collaboration with Joojee World who will bring his imaginative world and characters to life for a chic cafe experience, allowing visitors to get close to art while soaking in the expo's atmosphere from a charmingly fresh perspective.

More than an art market, the expo is packed with inspiring stage activities including artist talks with Peakkyboo on Saturday at 1pm, Joojee World on Sunday at 1pm and Simpleseasun on Sunday at 4.30pm; a live drawing demonstration by Paeristar Factory on Sunday at 5pm; as well as exclusive giveaways and games with special prizes.

There will be two panel discussions by the Department of Intellectual Property. Topics are "Our Lines, Whose Rights" on Saturday and "How To Use Inspiration Without Copying" on Sunday, both running from 2pm to 3pm.

The first 7,500 visitors on each day will receive a commemorative stamp rally card. They can also join a free layer-stamp workshop, with seats limited to 750 persons per day. All visitors will also receive a cash coupon worth 100 to 300 baht.

Entry fee is 120 baht per day (220 baht for two days).

Visit if.enterdock.com or facebook.com/illustfusion.
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									Isan Creative Festival is back for a 6th run

									
								

									The 6th annual Isan Creative Festival is set to return next month, inviting visitors to discover new regional possibilities and answer the ultimate question: "What can Isan do?"
									Running from July 11-19 between 11am and 9pm, this highly anticipated event will take place across four main hubs in Khon Kaen province -- TCDC Khon Kaen, Central Khon Kaen Campus, the Srichan Creative Economy District and the Khon Kaen International Convention and Exhibition Center -- with additional locations throughout the Northeast.

Organised by the Creative Economy Agency in close collaboration with a network spanning 20 northeastern provinces, the festival serves as a premier platform to display the region's cultural power and business potential.

This year, the event rallies under the visionary theme "Northeast Modern: Ready, Adaptable, Friendly And Enjoyable". Far from being a mere superficial rebranding, the theme captures the authentic spirit and modern pride of Isan's new generation.

It mirrors a community deeply anchored in its cultural heritage yet remarkably agile in seizing global marketplace opportunities.

Over its successful five-year legacy, the Isan Creative Festival has matured into a powerful economic engine, empowering local talent to return home, launch innovative ventures and build sustainable careers.

By investing heavily in creativity, the festival lays the foundation for a robust, localised economy, positioning the Northeast as a strategic gateway to the Greater Mekong Subregion with advanced infrastructure, medical services and tech innovation.

It solidifies Isan's status as a booming creative hub for film, music, culinary arts and crafts, driven entirely by its most valuable asset -- its future-ready human capital.

Attendees can look forward to an immersive line-up of over 200 highlight activities designed to stimulate both cultural curiosity and commercial investment.

Key attractions include Isan Story Gaming, which translates local lore into cutting-edge digital entertainment; the 5 Isan Pavilions, showcasing unified future visions from all 20 northeastern provinces; and Isan Music Talent, celebrating the infectious, joyful rhythm of local soundscapes.

Additionally, the Isan Studio Showcase and Isan Programme Partners will offer dynamic platforms for business matchmaking, creative industry networking, and collaborative cross-border ventures.

For more information, please visit Isancreativefestival.com or Facebook and Instagram at @Isancreativefestival.
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									Disconnect with Art In The Parq

									
								

									The Parq invites everyone to disconnect from the online world and reconnect with themselves during Art In The Parq Season 3, which will take place from tomorrow to June 21.
									Set within an open, inclusive and creatively inspiring atmosphere, the art-meets-wellness event transforms the 3rd floor of The Parq Life into a vibrant creative wellness community offering a refreshing escape from endless scrolling and digital noise.

Visitors are encouraged to slow down, be present and tune in to their inner emotions through installation art experiences and mindful wellness activities curated under the concept of "Log Out, Look In" by Groundcontrol. A range of creative hands-on activities have been designed to inspire self-expression and emotional exploration, including "Tato Hearts: Hide & Seek By Gypso", "Don't Worry Stones Painting" and "Letters From Your Future Self".

For those looking for moments of peace, mindfulness and relaxation, just step into Flow, a light and sound installation by Eyedropper Fill that allows everyone to reconnect with their inner rhythm through light, sound and the calming movement of water.

On Saturdays and Sundays, there will be a panel talk series offering an opportunity to engage in inspiring conversations around art, wellness, self-discovery and balanced living with well-known speakers, creators and influencers.

Another highlight is therapeutic music and art therapy by Gypsha & Friends and Thanakorn Siriraks (aka Blue Dean) from June 15-19. It combines live music with free-flow drawing and colouring sessions to help recharge both body and mind after a long day of work.

There will also be a weekend market featuring art and crafts workshops curated by renowned artists and craft studios from this Friday to Sunday and June 20-21.

The event is pet-friendly and runs from 5pm to 9pm on Friday and 11am to 8pm from Saturday to June 21. The Parq is on Ratchadaphisek Road.

Visit facebook.com/theparqbkk.
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									Sharp bets on smart printers to power hybrid work across Asia

									
								

									SHARP has unveiled a new generation of A3 colour multifunctional printers across Asia, aiming to meet the demands of hybrid workplaces with smarter, faster and more secure technology - and perhaps make office life just a little less painful when someone jams the paper tray.
									Announced in Bangkok on June 9, the BP-71C, BP-61C and BP-51 series represent the latest push by SHARP ABS, the company's Asia Business Solutions Centre, to redefine how offices handle documents, communication and workflows in an increasingly digital age. In a region where flexible working is now the norm rather than a novelty, the company is betting that printers - yes, printers - still have a starring role.

[image: Sharp BP-71C, 61C, 51C series]
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SHARP, a Japanese electronics giant with more than a century of experience, said the launch builds on decades of expertise in office solutions. Its business today spans everything from smart home appliances to electronic devices and display technologies, but the humble office printer remains a cornerstone. The new lineup, the company insists, is anything but humble, combining artificial intelligence, cloud connectivity and enhanced security into a device most employees will still blame when deadlines loom.

Designed with hybrid work models in mind, the new machines promise seamless integration between office and remote environments. They connect people, ideas and documents through cloud platforms, allowing users to scan, print and share files from virtually anywhere. At least in theory, that means fewer frantic email chains and fewer cries of "who has the latest version?" echoing across the office.

The range is split into two main groups: the Advanced Series, which includes the BP-71C65, C55, C45 and BP-61C36, C31 models, and the Essential Series, comprising the BP-51C family. Print speeds range from 26 to 65 pages per minute, handling both colour and monochrome tasks with ease. The machines also support paper sizes up to SRA3, making them suitable for industries from education and healthcare to engineering, hospitality and finance. In short, whether you are printing school reports or glossy brochures, the devices aim to keep pace.

[image: ]

User experience has also been given a noticeable upgrade. The printers feature an intuitive interface, smart scanning functions and high-speed processing designed to reduce waiting times. The BP-71C series, in particular, boasts scanning speeds of up to 300 images per minute, placing it among the fastest in its class. For those accustomed to lingering by the printer while contemplating life choices, that may come as welcome news.

Security, a growing concern for businesses across Asia, has not been overlooked. The devices incorporate multiple layers of protection, including BIOS and firmware checks, optional antivirus integration, Microsoft Entra ID authentication and data encryption. Automatic firmware updates are also included, which should reassure IT teams and possibly deprive office staff of the classic excuse that "the system just isn't working today".

Environmental considerations also feature prominently. SHARP said the new printers are built using up to 50% recycled plastic and come with eco-friendly packaging. Standby power consumption has been reduced to just 0.3 watts, underscoring efforts to minimise energy use. It is, in the company's words, a step towards sustainability - though whether it will stop people printing emails unnecessarily remains to be seen.

[image: Jun Kasawaki]
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"At SHARP, innovation is about empowering people and transforming the way work happens," said Jun Kasawaki, head of the Asia Business Solutions Centre. He added that the company's "Switch to Colour" theme reflects a broader ambition to create more connected and efficient workplaces, blending technology with human interaction.

The printers are now available through SHARP subsidiaries and authorised distributors in Thailand and across Asia. The launch also highlights Thailand's growing role in the company's regional strategy, with SHARP ABS established in Bangkok in February 2025 as a hub for product distribution, service support and logistics.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 10-17

									6 new titles from HBO Max, Netflix and Prime Video
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
HBO/HBO MAX

[image: ]

Surviving Earth

Premieres on June 12

Explores a vibrant lost world, full of bizarre and amazing creatures and breathtaking landscapes.

[image: ]

Hamnet

Premieres on June 13 

In late 16th-century England, Agnes, a healer sensitive to the world around her, builds a home with William, a local tutor and aspiring playwright.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Every Year After

Premieres on June 10

Told over the course of six years and one week in Barry's Bay -- the quintessential lake town -- "Every Year After" is a romantic, nostalgic story of first loves and the people and choices that mark us forever.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

The Evil Lawyer

Premieres on June 11

"The Evil Lawyer" centres on Mek, an idealistic young lawyer who is framed for murdering the son of Anan, a powerful police chief. Despite Mek's belief in a fair legal process, the system offers him anything but justice. At his most desperate, Mek is forced to accept help from Jittri, an unscrupulous defence lawyer known as an "Evil Lawyer", who exploits legal loopholes and employs ruthless tactics to win. In a corrupt system where a convincing lie often outweighs the truth, Mek realises he must embrace her "evil" strategies to fight against entrenched power. As Mek descends deeper into this morally ambiguous world, each compromise challenges his beliefs and moral compass. Ultimately, his fight for innocence becomes a profound journey that changes his perception of justice forever.

[image: ]

Sweet Magnolias: Season 5

Premiering on June 11

With wedding bells on the horizon, the Magnolias chase a shared dream, explore the world beyond Serenity, and lift each other up amid a summer of change.

[image: ]

America's Sweethearts: Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders: Season 3

Premiering on June 16

From making the squad and dazzling stadiums to navigating fame and passionate fans, the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders return for their fiercest season yet.
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 10

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Let go of what you can't control. 

[?]What is yours will find its way to you. Don't try to control everything. Take life as it comes and the results may be better than expected. Business owners may make more profit if they learn to be more flexible. 

[?] You can afford to buy yourself nice things without worries but you should save some for rainy days.  

[?]You two understand each other more. There are no awkward silence between you two. 

[?] A stranger shows interest in you. Forget about your past experience and approach this romantic possibility with an open mind.  



MONDAY

Get rid of bad juju. Press the energy reset button. Burn sage.  

[?]The atmosphere at the office becomes less tense. Your focus returns to its fullest. Old conflicts will get resolved, so there won't be anything to slow down your progress. The path is clear.   

[?] Spend money to improve your image and good opportunities may come to you. You should look the part before you get the part. 

[?]You two don't seem to get along lately but reconciliation is coming soon.  

[?] Forget about the ex who gave you emotional wounds. New love is around the corner. 



TUESDAY

Silence is golden. Good things will come to you.  

[?]You have to do a lot of laying the groundwork. Don't forget to relax and recharge so you're in a condition to deliver your best. Entrepreneurs may introduce something new that hasn't been done before. 

[?] Keep your money in savings accounts and avoid making any high-risk investments for now.

[?]You two give each other personal space and time to recharge. Alone time is important for a healthy relationship. 

[?] Don't stop loving yourself while looking for love. Love yourself first and love shall find you. 



WEDNESDAY

Everything is under your control.  

[?]You're about to cross a finish line. You're good at multitasking and deliver quality with everything that you do. Bosses have to take on more responsibilities but they always make the right decision. 

[?] Money comes and goes but you earn extra cash from a sideline. 

[?]You're a Dink couple who are on track with your Fire plan. Babies can wait.  

[?] You have several admirers but you already know who's your first choice. 



THURSDAY

You show both strength and grace. A milestone is achieved. 

[?]An opportunity to show what you're made of is on the cards. It's not easy but it's nothing you can't do. Your boss can't help but respect you. Don't be pressured to lower your quality, price and principle. 

[?] Discipline and decisiveness can turn your personal talent into a new income source. Don't spend a lot of money to impress people on your socials.  

[?]You're your partner's compass when they feel lost. Your home is both warm and strong. 

[?] If someone truly loves you, they should also love your potential and ambition. Don't dull your shine for anyone. 



FRIDAY 

Face your fears with confidence. 

[?]Keep your workplace communication clear and concise to avoid any misunderstandings. Business negotiations should be done with reason and transparency. 

[?] Want to save more? Identify your wants and get rid of them. You'll be surprised how much your wants cost you. 

[?]Give each other more personal space and time. Time apart makes you miss each other more. 

[?] Be clear about your boundaries and what you're looking for in a partner. Don't waste your (and their) time.  



SATURDAY

Focus on good things that are on their way. 

[?]You may not appreciate your job like you're used to. Try to look for small blessings that come with it. You'll see that your job isn't shabby at all in comparison to those of people you know IRL.  

[?] Boredom may stir the urge to splurge. Resist it or you'll have buyer's remorse later.  

[?]Try to appreciate the little things you two do for each other. Saying sorry and thank you in everyday life mean more than gifts on special occasions. 

[?] Someone really nice is right under your nose. If you feel comfortable around them already, perhaps you two are meant to be more.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3268780/gurus-daily-horoscope-for-june-10
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