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U.S. Strikes Iran for Second Day, as War Heats Back Up

President Trump said that the Iranians were taking "too long to negotiate" a deal to end the conflict launched by the United States and Israel four months ago.

A pro-government rally in Tehran, the Iranian capital, this week. Arash Khamooshi/Polaris for The New York Times



By Lara Jakes, Max Bearak, Jonathan Swan and Michael Levenson



Jun 11, 2026 at 02:35 a.m.

American forces bombed Iran for the second straight night on Wednesday, hours after President Trump said that Iran was taking "too long to negotiate" a peace deal.

Iranian state news outlets reported explosions on two islands near the Strait of Hormuz, the hotly contested commercial waterway, as well as in the cities of Minab, Sirik and Bandar Abbas, near an airport and air base. They also said that air defenses had been activated in the capital, Tehran.

As Mr. Trump alternates between promising peace and threatening to return to full-scale war, neither has happened. But now the war that the United States and Israel launched in February looks as if it could be escalating, despite a cease-fire agreed to in April.

The U.S. attacks on Iran a day earlier were a direct response, Mr. Trump said, to the downing of an American attack helicopter near the Strait of Hormuz. The strikes on Wednesday appeared to have been launched because Mr. Trump was losing patience with Iran's diplomatic posture. Weeks of indirect talks have failed to produce a diplomatic breakthrough.

"They've taken too long to negotiate a deal that would have been great for them, now they will have to pay the price!!!" the president wrote on social media, hours before the latest airstrikes.

U.S. Central Command said the strikes on Wednesday had been carried out on Mr. Trump's orders and were a "response to Iran's unwarranted and continued aggression."

With no end to the turmoil in the Middle East, the U.N. secretary general, Antonio Guterres, lamented earlier in the day that the cease-fire announced about two months ago was now "more like a lesser-fire, as we have seen with the escalating attacks and rhetoric over the last 48 hours." Speaking to the Security Council, he pleaded with all parties to negotiate a lasting peace agreement and warned that the continuing attacks could mushroom into a wider war.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told reporters at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Fla. that the strikes on Wednesday night would strengthen the Trump administration's negotiating position with Iran. "Central Command will be busy tonight," he said. "Because President Trump said we will be hitting Iran hard, and we will be."

Just before he spoke, Iran's representative to the United Nations, Amir Saeid Iravani, told the Security Council that Mr. Trump should stop threatening Iran. "Iran has never negotiated under threats and pressure, and will never submit to pressure or coercion," he said.

The spokesman for Iran's foreign ministry, Esmail Baghaei, said the U.S. attacks on Tuesday had undermined diplomatic efforts to end the war, according to Mehr, a semiofficial Iranian news agency. Talks cannot advance, he said, without "a minimum level of conducive conditions."

In a bid to push the talks forward, a delegation of Qatari officials traveled to Iran on Wednesday, according to a regional official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. Qatar, alongside Pakistan, has served as a key mediator between Iran and the United States.

Iranian officials have neither admitted nor denied shooting down the U.S. Army helicopter on Monday night. The two crew members aboard were rescued off the coast of Oman and were in good condition, the U.S. military said.

U.S. Central Command said its strikes on Tuesday had hit air defenses, ground control stations and radar sites near the Strait of Hormuz. It called the strikes a "proportional response to recent attacks on U.S. forces and international commercial ships transiting regional waters."

The Iranian state broadcaster, IRIB, reported that the U.S. attacks had hit drinking water facilities in the southern province of Hormozgan, cutting off water for thousands of people. 

Mr. Baghaei accused the United States of deliberately striking civilian infrastructure that supplied drinking water to more than 20,000 residents in 10 villages. He called it "a calculated war crime" and a violation of international humanitarian law.

U.S. Central Command did not respond to a request for comment.

During the summer, Hormozgan Province is among the hottest places on earth, with temperatures that can reach 122 degrees. The chief executive of the regional water company, Abdolhamid Hamzehpour, said that temperatures in the province were "unbearable" without water and that the damage had been repaired in less than 12 hours, IRIB reported.

Manoochehr Shirzaei, an environmental expert and geophysicist at Virginia Tech, said: "In a region already facing extreme heat, chronic water scarcity and a rapidly warming climate, the loss of drinking-water infrastructure is more than physical damage. It threatens the health, resilience and daily survival of entire communities."

In retaliation for the strikes on Tuesday, Iran said it had launched drones at U.S. naval targets in Bahrain and fired missiles at American military facilities in Jordan. Bahrain, Jordan and Kuwait all said they had intercepted incoming Iranian attacks, and a U.S. official said there were no reports of American casualties or damage to bases in the region.

The attacks inflamed tensions between Iran and Arab states in the Persian Gulf that host American military bases and have been repeatedly targeted by Iranian fire. Bahrain's military described the barrage as "treacherous," and the foreign ministers of Arab states in the Gulf called on Iran to immediately stop its attacks on their countries.

"Persistence in this aggressive approach will only lead to further isolation," the ministers said in a joint statement after a meeting in Bahrain.

On Tuesday, the U.S. military, which has been enforcing a blockade on ships entering and leaving Iranian ports, said it had disabled a vessel registered in Palau, an island nation in the Pacific Ocean, by firing into its engine room. It said the crew had repeatedly failed to obey American orders not to proceed toward Iran through the Gulf of Oman. On Wednesday, India said that three of the 24 Indian crew members on board the vessel, the Settebello, were missing, and summoned a top U.S. diplomat in New Delhi to protest the attack.

American forces disabled another Palau-flagged vessel, the Marivex, on Monday. It, too, carried 24 Indian crew members, and it, too, was accused by the U.S. military of violating the blockade. The crew members sent frantic SOS messages for more than two hours before they were rescued by helicopter and taken to Masirah Island, off Oman's coast.

"The continuing incidents of attacks on shipping in the region are deeply worrisome and a direct result of the ongoing conflict in the region," India's foreign ministry said in a statement. "We reiterate our call for immediate de-escalation of tensions, and the conclusion of ongoing negotiations for a diplomatic solution so that peace and stability can return to the region."

Reporting was contributed by Eric Schmitt, Farnaz Fassihi, Vivian Nereim, Pragati K.B., Shirin Hakim and Leily Nikounazar.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/world/middleeast/us-iran-strikes.html
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Inflation Accelerates to Fastest Pace in 3 Years as Energy Prices Bite

Companies appear hesitant to pass those price increases on to weary consumers, whose wages aren't keeping up.




By Lydia DePillis



Jun 10, 2026 at 06:17 p.m.

Inflation accelerated for a third straight month in May amid a stalemate in negotiations to end a war with Iran that has pushed up energy prices, adding to the burden on already strained consumers.

The Consumer Price Index rose 4.2 percent in May from a year earlier, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported on Wednesday, a sharp rise from the 2.4 percent annual increase before the conflict started in February and the fastest pace since April 2023. Over the course of the month, overall prices jumped 0.5 percent.

The increase has been driven almost entirely by energy prices, which were up 23.5 percent from a year earlier. Americans have felt that effect most acutely while filling up their vehicles: A gallon of gasoline costs $4.15 on average, according to AAA, up more than a dollar from a year ago.

Faster price gains have wiped out the pay increases Americans have received over the past year, on average. Adjusted for inflation, hourly earnings have fallen 0.7 percent over the past year and are exactly where they were when President Trump returned to office. Tax refunds that came in the spring have been spent, and reductions to the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program are now cutting into food budgets.

"It's quite a negative situation," said Stephen Brown, chief North America economist for Capital Economics. "Low-income consumers don't have a lot of room to maneuver at this point."

That dynamic was visible across earnings reports at large retailers in recent weeks. Dollar General told investors that its customers had been pulling back on food purchases and looking to shop closer to home because of high gas prices. Even people making more than $100,000 a year were still coming in for cheaper essentials, however.



The inflation report contained some reassuring news for the Federal Reserve, which meets next week to decide whether to change interest rates. Monetary policymakers are most interested in the "core" rate, which strips out volatile food and energy prices and is thought to be a better measure of underlying inflation. That index rose 2.9 percent on a year-over-year basis and 0.2 percent for the month, a slower pace than April's monthly rate.

Price increases for durable goods were also fairly tame, an indication that the tariffs that Mr. Trump imposed last year have largely worked their way into prices. Household furnishings have been falling for the past few months and are up only 2.4 percent over the year. Recreational goods edged down over the month, and new vehicles have been falling in price and are only 0.2 percent more expensive than this time last year.

Prices in some categories are still normalizing from pandemic-era booms, like autos and health insurance, which have dropped 2 percent and 6.4 percent over the year, respectively.

The White House seized on some of those price declines as a sign that Mr. Trump's economic agenda was delivering "meaningful results for the American people," as Kush Desai, an administration spokesman, said in a statement.

"The numbers were great," Mr. Trump told reporters at a bill signing on Wednesday.

But according to a long-running survey from the University of Michigan, the increasing mismatch between earnings and prices has put consumers in a foul mood, which poses a danger for Republicans in November's midterm elections.

The muted core increase may reassure monetary policymakers that they can avoid raising interest rates for now, even though the labor market appears to be strengthening. But it's also potentially a sign that companies are doing their best to absorb higher energy costs, aware that shoppers are seeing slower wage increases and are exhausted by high prices.

OpenBrand, a consumer data company, recorded heavier than usual discounting through Memorial Day weekend, Ralph McLaughlin, its chief economist, said.

"There isn't major evidence that spiking energy prices are really proliferating yet into the rest of the economy," Mr. McLaughlin said. "It's showing that at least manufacturers and retailers are perhaps acknowledging that consumers are very price sensitive."

Energy bills have been spilling into some categories where they make up a large chunk of the ultimate price tag, including airline fares, which rose 2.7 percent in May and 26.7 percent from a year earlier. The International Air Transport Association said on Sunday that higher jet fuel prices would cost the industry $100 billion this year.



Hotel rates also increased 0.5 percent last month, in a possible indication of effects from the World Cup, although the hospitality industry has been disappointed by demand for rooms. Admission to sporting events, a volatile category, rose 2.8 percent in May. That kind of discretionary and luxury spending has been driven by high-income consumers, whose stock portfolios have fattened this year.

But grocery prices rose only 0.1 percent over the month, down from 0.7 percent in April, because of falling prices for meat and dairy after a large surge in beef prices. Producers, distributors and retailers have tried to keep prices as stable as possible in hopes that the energy price surge will pass, said Andy Harig, a vice president at FMI, a food industry trade association.

"You want to have some certainty about where we're headed before you see where the prices go at the consumer level, because you don't want to have periods where you're raising and you're lowering," Mr. Harig said. "So I think that slowed the price transmission up to this point."

That may change in the coming months and years, however, as American farmers face a persistent drought, which has lowered yields, and price increases for fertilizer that could force them to plant less next season. For food that is harvested, the supply chain for materials that go into food packaging remains constricted.

Campbell's, for example, told investors that it would charge 5 to 6 percent more in the coming fiscal year because of underlying inflation and the higher cost of energy and materials that go through the Strait of Hormuz.

"Oil obviously gets into products, whether it's packaging, whether it's logistics," Todd Cunfer, Campbell's chief financial officer, said on the company's earnings call this week. "And then we're seeing some aluminum, which comes out of that region, is very, very elevated."

America's artificial intelligence boom is also pushing up inflation.

Although electricity in the United States is mostly generated by abundant natural gas and renewable energy sources rather than oil, massive new data centers are adding so much demand for power that prices have risen nearly 6 percent from last year. Those computing complexes also need the same memory chips that go into nearly all consumer electronics. As a consequence, computer equipment is becoming more expensive, after getting cheaper for decades.

"That long period of low inflation from 2000 to 2020 was driven by technology," said David Doyle, head of economics at the Macquarie Group. "It feels like we're on the other side of that, and potentially that means we're in a structurally higher inflation regime."

Over the longer term, artificial intelligence may push inflation down by lowering the cost of services. Right now, it's only adding to the more immediate energy price shock, which could get worse as countries around the world run down their reserves -- or, better, if a durable peace in the Middle East is reached.

"If the conflict ends, and that's a big if, we do think it would likely be a peak," Atsi Sheth, Moody's Ratings chief credit officer, said of May's inflation reading. "If it doesn't, then it won't."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/business/economy/inflation-consumer-price-index.html
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A Twist in Ukraine's Drone Campaign Is 'Really Hurting the Russians'

Midrange attacks, using upgraded drones that Ukraine produces in huge numbers, are causing fuel shortages and complicating troop rotations.

Soldiers preparing to launch drones at targets in Russia from an undisclosed location in Ukraine last month.



By Marc Santora
Reporting from Dnipro, Kyiv and eastern Ukraine


Jun 10, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

First Ukraine assembled an arsenal of millions of drones that, along with Russia's own buildup, turned a 25-mile-wide strip along the front line into a killing ground. Then Kyiv expanded its reach deep into the Russian heartland as it targeted oil infrastructure and military factories, making long-range violence in the war a two-way street.

Now, Ukraine is focusing on the middle ground -- the critical roads and railways, in some cases more than 100 miles from the front, that feed Russian troops and materiel into battle. Kyiv is calling the effort a "logistics lockdown," and it is systematically reshaping the battlefield, at least until Russian forces find a way to adapt.

Ukraine is wreaking havoc on unarmored trucks and trains in the battlefield's rear, using drones with upgraded engines and batteries, integrated Starlink communication systems and new artificial-intelligence capabilities. The ramped-up attacks are causing fuel shortages, complicating troop rotations and reducing Russian military activity on the front.

May was the first month since 2023 in which Russia suffered a net loss of territory, according to the Ukrainian research group DeepState. On Monday, Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, the top Ukrainian military commander, said Ukraine had reclaimed in May nearly 40 square miles more than it lost.

The attacks on Russian logistics are part of a synchronized, multilayered campaign that covers the close-in "kill zone," the midrange resupply zone in Russian-occupied parts of Ukraine, and the territory far inside Russia where Ukraine has hit sites producing crucial weapon technology.

"That's what's new, and that's what is really hurting the Russians," said Mick Ryan, a retired Australian general who is a fellow at the Lowy Institute, a research group in Sydney.

The coordinated campaign has made it hard for Moscow to generate momentum, with its spring and summer offensives so far failing to achieve notable results.

Video: 

Using drones with upgraded engines and batteries, integrated Starlink communication systems and new artificial-intelligence capabilities, Ukraine is wreaking havoc on unarmored trucks and trains in the battlefield's rear.

Ukraine produces so many drones from its own factories that it can now launch more than 5,000 mid- and deep-range strikes every month, according to Ukrainian officials. Late last week, Ukraine's defense minister, Mykhailo Fedorov, said that Ukrainian forces last month carried out twice as many strikes at least 30 miles from the front line as they did in April.

The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think tank, found in a recent assessment that such strikes were helping to push the conflict into a new phase.

As the forces operate systems "capable of disrupting Russian forces throughout their operational depth," according to researchers at the think tank, Ukraine has a "unique and time-constrained opportunity" to mount the sort of mechanized offensives that have become very difficult because of the threat of drones.

Jack Watling, a senior fellow at the Royal United Services Institute, a research group in London, wrote in Foreign Affairs that the war had reached a turning point, arguing that as Russia's battlefield performance worsened, Ukraine had a chance to push Moscow toward a cease-fire.

In a field in Ukraine late last month, the commander of the Second Battalion of the First Separate Unmanned Aerial Systems Center said it was critical to seize the moment because the Ukrainian military's advantage might not last.

As long as it does, "the main idea is for Russia to truly feel war, to know that distance does not provide safety," said the commander, who under Ukrainian military protocol gave only his call sign, Whale.

Ukraine produces so many drones from its own factories that it can now launch more than 5,000 mid- and deep-range strikes every month. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


As he spoke, soldiers scrawled messages of retribution on the wings of a dozen drones, each packed with thermobaric explosives.

The next day, Ukraine's General Staff announced successful strikes on Russian oil refineries, warehouses and air-defense systems in Russia and in occupied Ukraine.

Even as Ukraine finds itself in a hopeful moment, steep challenges remain.

Russia continues to ravage the cities in eastern Ukraine that make up the spine of its defense of the Donbas, the region most coveted by the Kremlin. After an intense campaign of strikes on Ukraine's energy infrastructure last winter, Ukraine is concerned about a humanitarian catastrophe if the war drags into another brutal winter.

President Volodymyr Zelensky warned recently that Ukraine's dwindling supply of Patriot air-defense interceptors had reached critical levels and that Moscow was taking advantage of that vulnerability to pummel Kyiv and other cities.

Ukraine's ability to maintain its momentum, soldiers said, depends on continuing to scale up weapon production.

The defense minister, Mr. Fedorov, announced plans in May to spend more than $113 million to develop weapons for the "logistics lockdown" campaign.

More broadly, European nations have allocated $1.63 billion to Ukrainian drone production this year, outstripping the financing for all of 2025, according to the Kiel Institute, a German think tank.

For years, Ukraine begged its allies for weapons that could strike from a distance. But the Western platforms it received were limited by scarce ammunition, geographic restrictions intended to avoid escalation, and a technical inability to track and strike moving targets.

So Ukraine focused its energies on developing a homegrown defense industry.

An executive from the Ukrainian company that makes the Bars jet-powered drone said that in 2024, the company received a contract to produce 112 long-range strike drones that year. Its most recent contract, he said, is for 25,000 drones capable of long- and midrange strikes.

The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concerns for his safety, said that, critically, Ukrainian companies had all agreed to share technological and tactical advances through a mechanism set up by the Ministry of Defense.

The campaign aimed at Russian logistics is having its most visible results along the southern front, where geography favors the Ukrainians.

A drone after it was launched toward Russia. The Ukrainian military claims to have struck hundreds of midrange targets over the past month. Brendan Hoffman for The New York Times


The area includes Russia's so-called land bridge to occupied Crimea, and Moscow relies on a roughly 185-mile stretch of exposed highways to supply its forces. On Monday, the Ukrainian military said its drone operators had established aerial control over a section of the land route used by Russian forces, significantly complicating "logistics related to supplying the Russian Army and fuel deliveries" to Crimea.

The only other connection between Russia and Crimea is the Kerch Bridge, which has come under repeated Ukrainian attack.

At the start of this year, Ukraine formulated a plan to isolate Russian forces, the commander of unmanned-systems forces in the First Azov Army Corps said in a statement.

By spring, he said, he was able to see the captured city of Mariupol -- more than 60 miles from the front -- through the lens of a piloted drone.

The Ukrainians modified a drone known as the Hornet to target Russian logistics. Because Hornets carry relatively small explosive payloads, they cannot penetrate heavily fortified or underground Russian ammunition warehouses. But, unlike missiles and bombs, the drones are controlled by a pilot, allowing Azov operators to target unarmored transport trucks and trains.

Fortified sites are attacked by other weapons, like powerful glide bombs. Ukraine recently announced the first successful test of a domestically produced glide bomb, which it said was capable of hitting targets, including fortified ones, "dozens of kilometers" away. Russia has used such bombs to devastating effect as it has razed Ukrainian cities.

The Ukrainian military claims to have struck hundreds of midrange targets over the past month. An independent Ukrainian open-source investigative project, Tochnyi, geolocated 130 strikes in May on military vehicles and supply-chain structures about 20 to 100 miles from the front.

The Azov commander said it was impossible for Russia to stretch out its air defenses and soldiers over the ever-growing distances that Ukrainian piloted drones could travel.

Liubov Sholudko contributed reporting




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/world/europe/ukraine-midrange-logistics-strikes.html
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Shootout in Olde Town Square: A Cop, a Killer and a Good Guy With a Gun

No community was better prepared for active shooters than Arvada, Colo. Then men with guns converged in the city center, each on different missions.

Police at the scene of a shooting in Arvada, Colo., in June 2021. Helen H. Richardson/The Denver Post, via Associated Press



By Mike Baker
Reporting from Arvada, Colo.


Jun 08, 2026 at 04:00 p.m.

As he so often did, Ronald Troyke began his day swiping through YouTube, fixated on videos from the same genre: police officers caught doing something wrong.

Mr. Troyke, 59, watched the clips alone, surrounded by his sparse belongings -- a folded paper about concealed firearms, greeting cards from a sister worried about his mental health, a tote bin that was labeled "gun stuff." At 9:30 a.m. that morning in June 2021, he watched a last video about a police officer in Ohio who had driven over a man lying in the street. He could bear it no longer.

On the wall of his apartment bedroom in Arvada, Colo., he taped a handwritten message -- some words scribbled in ALL CAPS, others underlined -- raging about police corruption and a lack of accountability. "The people have had enough," he wrote.

He folded another note into his wallet that included a vow: "Today I will kill as many Arvada officers as I possibly can."

Jumping into his Ford pickup, which was stocked with a handgun, a semiautomatic shotgun, an AR-15-style rifle and a stack of high-capacity magazines, Mr. Troyke drove a mile to Olde Town Square. It was a gathering place for the community, home to a children's spray park and, on weekends, a farmer's market. Mr. Troyke also knew it was a place where police officers patrolled; he had confronted three of them there just a couple of weeks before.

For more than an hour, he surveyed the area from his truck, sipping ice water from a stainless steel tumbler. Then he saw Officer Gordon Beesley come into view, on foot, responding to a call about a suspicious person.

Officer Gordon Beesley The Beesley Family


Mr. Beesley did not normally work the streets. He was on summer break from his work as a resource officer at a local middle school, where he was known as the guitar-playing cop who befriended kids on the fringes, leaving home early many mornings to help a special-needs student bike to school. That summer day, while Mr. Troyke eyed him, Mr. Beesley was counting down the minutes to the end of his shift, when he could join his family to celebrate his son's 14th birthday.

As Mr. Beesley strolled down an alleyway toward the square, Mr. Troyke steered into a nearby parking spot, flung open the door of his truck, jogged toward Mr. Beesley and, without a second's hesitation, opened fire. The lanky officer, his gun holstered, was struck in the head and torso. He collapsed face first onto the bricks -- the first member of the Arvada department ever to be fatally shot in the line of duty.

An "Honor Garden" for fallen officers opened in May at Memorial Park in Arvada. Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


More gunshots ricocheted off the facades of buildings around the square. Diners at neighboring restaurants dove under tables. Shoppers ran. Three police officers who had been eating lunch in an inconspicuous office nearby rushed to a window to see Mr. Troyke in a black sweatshirt, carrying a long gun. "There's an active shooter," one of the officers said. They drew their own firearms.

Across the street from the town square, Johnny Hurley was shopping in a military surplus store when he heard the shots. He peered out the window and pointed. "There's a guy with a gun," he told the other patrons.

As many of them scattered for refuge, Mr. Hurley crept out the store's front door, reached to his hip and pulled out his own handgun.

A history of mass violence

Working in a bedroom community known for its arts scene, craft breweries and a small-town charm that some locals liken to Mayberry, the officers in Arvada had unusual expertise in active shooters.

A.J. DeAndrea, the deputy chief who led the department's training, had been a SWAT officer who responded at Columbine High School, just down the road from Arvada, when 13 students and a teacher were killed there in 1999.

Families were reunited after a 2006 shooting at Platte Canyon High School in Bailey, Colo. One student was killed, along with the perpetrator. Rick Wilking/Reuters


Seven years after Columbine, he was at Platte Canyon High School in Bailey, Colo., when a gunman took students hostage, killing one just a few feet away from Mr. DeAndrea. The following year, he was one of the first officers to respond to a mass shooting at a youth missionary center in Arvada. He helped carry two dying victims away from the scene.

Each new experience had convinced Mr. DeAndrea of the need to train officers in how to better respond to what was becoming a distressing new norm. With his sonorous voice sometimes giving way to earnest whispers, he confided the failures of the response at Columbine and the lessons since learned, preaching the urgent need for patrol officers to confront such killers if they hoped to avert mass bloodshed.

He traveled the nation, training officers in all 50 states. Organizations overseas sought his expertise. The Department of Education recognized him as an expert on active shooters. He earned six medals of valor.

That experience was a big asset in Arvada, his hometown, a community of 125,000 that celebrated its low crime rates. He championed the transformation of an old elementary school into a training center where officers could roam hallways in active shooter simulations, learning when to open fire and how a gun performs when shooting through glass. The mass shootings were not going away, he said, so he wanted to help law enforcement officers learn from their mistakes.

"Let's swallow our pride, look at what we did wrong, look at what we did good, and let's find and create systems, models, ways to deal with this better," he said.

"If you're deploying, and somebody else is deploying: link up," A.J. DeAndrea was telling his officers. "Let's work in tandem. Let's slow it down a half step. Let's be smart." Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


In a state that requires officers to undergo 24 hours of annual training, Arvada officers began receiving three times that much, including sessions on active shooters and how to stop a gunman when an officer is alone. In its literature for potential recruits, the department expressed pride: "Our overall training programs are second to none."

Intense training was needed to help officers stay in command during high-stress situations, Mr. DeAndrea would say. Without it, he noted, an officer's forebrain, the part that helps process complex decisions, might shut down in favor of fight-or-flight instincts.

Persistent training, he told his officers, could help an officer address confusing situations without panic: Is lethal force justified? Can I make the shot? Is the person I'm looking at the one committing the bloodshed?

153 rounds

With one officer down in the square, Mr. Troyke continued shooting, turning his gun on a line of empty police vehicles nearby and shattering their windows. He then hurried back to his vehicle and pulled out an AR-15.

He wore ballistic armor that covered his chest and back. A Glock handgun and an extra magazine were strapped to his right hip, and on his left, he had a bandoleer with three additional 30-round magazines. In total, he carried 153 rounds of ammunition.

The three officers who had been having lunch continued to watch from inside the office, mindful that Mr. Troyke's rifle could easily pierce the door they were standing behind.

Spying a man in a dark shirt and brimmed hat carrying a rifle with its barrel pointed skyward, one of the officers warned the others. "He's coming back, he's coming back," he said, according to law enforcement investigative records. But a veil of trees, cars and a dumpster obscured their view from the window, and the man disappeared from their sight.

As two of the officers moved to different parts of the building, Officer Kraig Brownlow stayed near the window, but far enough away to avoid being spotted. In his six years at the department, Mr. Brownlow had done about 40 hours of active shooter training. He knew he was outgunned.

By then, Mr. Hurley had burst out the front of the military surplus store and into the town square. He crouched low to the ground, his gun pointing downward. He paused and then rushed past the building where the officers were staged and ducked behind a brick wall that gave him cover.

He peeked his head out, trying to see where the gunman was, locking eyes with another frightened man hiding amid cars in the alley, then ducked back. Then he looked a second time. Mr. Troyke was nearing the town square again.

Mr. Hurley stepped out from behind the wall. He raised his handgun in a shooting stance and took aim at Mr. Troyke.

A coded message

Three years before the town square shooting, in 2018, a message from Mr. DeAndrea's daughter Madalena had arrived on his phone just after midnight: "I love you guys." He recognized immediately that a disaster was unfolding.

The words echoed the last message of the shooting victim at Platte Canyon High School whom Mr. DeAndrea had not been able to save. The DeAndrea family now treated those words as a code that meant they were in dire need of help.

His daughter was alerting him that a gunman was on a killing spree at a bar where she had been line dancing with friends a 2 1/2-hour flight away in Thousand Oaks, Calif., near where she was working for a nonprofit. She was now huddled in the attic.

Helpless to do anything else, Mr. DeAndrea opened an online police scanner, began booking a flight to Los Angeles and called police dispatch in Thousand Oaks to share information about his daughter's location in the attic. Madalena survived, but 12 others did not -- one of the worst mass shootings in California history.

Mr. DeAndrea, CEO and owner of Centurio Training and retired deputy chief of the Arvada Police Department, speaks during a training last week at the Frank DeAngelis Center for Community Safety in Wheat Ridge, Colo. Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


The victims included college students, a Marine Corps veteran and a Navy veteran who had previously survived the nation's deadliest mass shooting -- the 2017 massacre at a music festival in Las Vegas. Also among the dead was a sheriff's deputy who had entered the building to confront the gunman.

To Mr. DeAndrea, his daughter's training had taught her to flee at the right moment. But in the weeks after the shooting, she came to him to say that she also wanted to be able to carry a concealed weapon. As he guided her into training, he was proud that she was empowering herself. On the other hand, he could not help but feel apprehension at the thought that his daughter might one day need to shoot somebody.

He was also continuing to think about how law enforcement officers should respond.

One of the lessons of the Thousand Oaks shooting was the extreme danger officers face rushing into a scene. Mr. DeAndrea had started teaching officers that slowing their pace just a bit could allow them to better assess the scene and make better decisions.

A memorial to victims of a 2018 shooting at the Borderline Bar & Grill in Thousand Oaks, Calif. Emily Berl for The New York Times


"If you're deploying, and somebody else is deploying: link up," Mr. DeAndrea was telling his officers. "Let's work in tandem. Let's slow it down a half step. Let's be smart."

The stakes were reinforced once again only a few months before Mr. Troyke's attack in the town square, when Arvada had dealt with yet another mass shooting: A gunman from the city traveled to a grocery store in neighboring Boulder and killed 10 people. An officer who was among the first inside the building was one of those killed.

A Simmering Distrust

Long before his resentment of law enforcement had begun to fester, Mr. Troyke had been raised in Illinois, growing up with a plan to one day escape the Midwest humidity. He made his way west in his 20s and built a new life in the mountains of Colorado.

He hauled mail on the roads that connected resort towns like Vail and Aspen. After his brother moved to the area, they would ride ATVs out to remote hillsides and shoot at rocks for target practice.

Initially, Mr. Troyke held the authorities in high regard, even after some dust-ups with the law in the 1990s -- he was arrested for D.U.I. after an officer saw his motorcycle drift toward oncoming lanes, then he and a girlfriend were both charged with assault after a domestic fight. But in more recent years, Mr. Troyke began developing a simmering distrust of law enforcement, consumed with stories of officer misconduct. He would steer conversations to the subject, his brother later told investigators, with rants so vehement that his brother at times paused to warn him: "You're the reason why we got this dumb-ass gun control."

He was outraged by the killing of Elijah McClain, who had been unarmed and walking home from a convenience store in Aurora, outside of Denver, when officers confronted him.

In early June 2021, two weeks before the town square shooting, he began recording a group of Arvada officers who were questioning a man near the library, telling a bystander nearby: "You got to film these sociopaths."

The video showed what was initially a calm scene. But then Mr. Troyke began loudly berating them. Officer Brownlow, one of the officers there, took out his own phone to record.

"You guys are terrible people, man," Mr. Troyke could be heard saying. "Not all of youse are, but there's too many that are no good, so we have to assume that all of youse are bad."

Mr. Hurley, the man who would later emerge to take aim at Mr. Troyke, had his own growing convictions about law enforcement. Long shaped by a distrust of authority, he had joined Indigenous protests against the construction of the Dakota Access pipeline and handed out DVDs at the mall that questioned the facts of the Sept. 11 attacks. He celebrated the rights of individuals over the power of government, confronting security personnel at the airport, protesting a speech by former House Speaker Newt Gingrich and fighting against mask mandates during the coronavirus pandemic.

Wesley Carey and Robert Holguin, patrol officers with Jefferson County Public Schools, stand in position next to Mr. DeAndrea as he instructs participants during a training at the Frank DeAngelis Center for Community Safety in Wheat Ridge, Colo. last week. Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


Lately, he had grown particularly concerned about police abuse. After the 2020 police killing of Breonna Taylor in Kentucky, he began describing the United States as a police state. He embraced the phrase "ACAB" -- all cops are bastards -- and feared that a greater crackdown on individual rights was yet to come.

But Mr. Hurley was a man of contradictions. He handed out clothes to the homeless and held signs with his friends offering free hugs. He practiced yoga and meditation -- even as he also began regular training in weapons handling and tactical skills. In training for an active shooter situation, he told a friend that, as a person without a spouse or children, he would be ready to step up and risk his life to halt a killer.

"I could never let anyone else get hurt around me if I had the power to stop them," he told the friend.

His growing interest in firearms was a point of contention between Mr. Hurley and his best friend, Taylor Garland. The two had been close and an occasional couple since meeting as teens.

Two months before the shooting rampage in the square, Mr. Hurley invited Ms. Garland over for one of their weekly meals, featuring eggplant rollatini, drinks and deep conversation. The mood was light, she said in an interview, but hours into the evening, Mr. Hurley's tone changed. He had something to discuss, he told her. His worries about the nation had grown deeper. As part of his preparations, he had purchased an AR-15.

Ms. Garland had known about his interest in handguns and his belief that the police could not provide safety for everyone. But a semiautomatic rifle was an escalation she struggled to process. She feared that his interest in guns would not make him safer, but would rather draw danger closer. The two of them cried as they realized that a philosophical difference that had long been a point of contention in their relationship was now untenable.

"I don't know how to blend these two things that I love so much -- you and my beliefs," Mr. Hurley told her.

More gunshots

That day on the town square, Mr. Hurley's moment arrived. As Mr. Troyke turned toward him, Mr. Hurley fired his weapon. Mr. Troyke staggered sideways, struck several times, then collapsed to the ground.

Mr. Hurley, with his gun pointed toward the ground and his red shirt pulling away from the brick wall, inched in the direction of Mr. Troyke. Believing that Mr. Troyke was incapacitated, he ran forward, grabbing the rifle Mr. Troyke had dropped to disarm it.

Officer Brownlow opened the door of the office where he and the others had been waiting. He spied a man in a red shirt who looked like he was fiddling with the rifle, perhaps to fix it or reload. Had the gunman taken off his sweatshirt?

He considered ordering the man to stop, but decided it was too risky -- he did not stand a chance should the man turn the rifle in his direction.

He fired three shots. One of them struck Mr. Hurley in the hip, tearing through his arteries and killing him.

Moments later, the officers cautiously moved outside and found three bodies on the ground.

Mr. Brownlow, feeling a sense of pride that he had helped bring the shooting to a quick end, told investigators later that he immediately thought of the Columbine massacre, which had been committed by not one but two teenagers, acting together. There must have been two attackers, he thought.

'A good guy with a gun'

Columbine served as a reckoning for the nation and in particular for the National Rifle Association, which argued that law-abiding citizens carrying guns serve as a critical deterrent to gun violence. "The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun," Wayne LaPierre, an N.R.A. executive, began to say.

In 2017, after a gunman fatally shot 26 people at a church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, a nearby resident intervened and killed the shooter, later winning acclaim at an N.R.A. convention Todd Heisler/The New York Times


Over the years, there have been heroic bystanders who have stepped up to that call. In 2008 at a bar in Winnemucca, Nev., a gunman killed two people and wounded two others before a patron carrying a gun shot him dead. In 2017, after a gunman fatally shot 26 people at a church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, a nearby resident intervened and killed the shooter, later winning acclaim at an N.R.A. convention. In 2022, a gunman opened fire at a mall in Indiana, killing three people before a 22-year-old shopping with his girlfriend used his weapon to halt the gunman.

But the rise in mass shootings across the country has also brought stories of bystanders who were ultimately unable to halt bloodshed, and the successful interventions envisioned by the N.R.A. remain exceedingly rare. Of the nearly 600 active shooter incidents since 2000 tracked by the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training Center at Texas State University, only 15 were halted by ordinary people shooting the attacker. One of them was Mr. Hurley.

Sometimes, attempts to intervene have led to additional tragedy. Three years before the Arvada attack, a  shooting at a bar in Illinois was halted by a security guard, Jemel Roberson, who subdued the gunman, pinning him to the ground. But police who arrived shortly thereafter mistook Mr. Roberson for the gunman, and fatally shot him.

That story was just the kind to capture Mr. Hurley's attention. He went on Facebook to bring attention to Mr. Roberson's death.

"This is absolutely horrendous," he wrote. He included a dose of sarcasm: "I'm sure if we continue to pass stricter gun laws nothing bad will happen when cops end up being the only ones with guns."

Rumors and reality

In the hours after the shooting, Arvada police leaders called a news conference. Three people were dead, they said, including an officer, a gunman and an unknown person they were working to identify.

"At this time, we believe this person was shot and killed by the gunman," said Ed Brady, another deputy chief.

But the community was already awash in rumors. Mr. Brownlow heard someone at the scene say that Mr. Hurley may not have been an attacker, but a bystander. Mr. Brownlow's pride that he had halted a mass shooting was giving way to dread.

One person who had not been paying attention to the local news that day was Kathleen Boleyn, Mr. Hurley's mother, who lived down in Colorado Springs. That night, two F.B.I. agents knocked on her door.

The agents told her that her son had been shot and killed, and that they did not know who had shot him. Other officials encouraged her not to watch the news, she recalled, "because you won't know if anything that they say is true until you hear it from us."

Kathleen Boleyn's son, Johnny Hurley, was shot and killed by a police officer after he had killed an active shooter. David Zalubowski/Associated Press


At the time of the shooting, Mr. DeAndrea was on a flight to Louisiana to conduct a training session with officers there alongside a victim of the Platte Canyon High School shooting. He landed to find a stream of text messages and immediately boarded a flight back to Arvada, going to the coroner's office to relieve the honor guard on duty and spend private time with the body of Mr. Beesley.

As the investigation went on, it had become clear that Mr. Hurley had been not a second shooter, but a good Samaritan who had taken down the gunman.

Mr. DeAndrea and other department leaders invited the Hurley family in for a meeting. They began by sharing how much of a hero Mr. Hurley had been, and how his actions had saved lives. Then they disclosed that the police had shot him.

The family later filed a lawsuit that has since been settled. Nobody was charged in the case. Prosecutors concluded that because Mr. Hurley was holding guns in his hand, Mr. Brownlow "had reasonable grounds to believe that Johnny Hurley was a second mass shooter."

Mr. DeAndrea has since retired from the department and declined to discuss the details of Mr. Hurley's shooting. But he still leads training for law enforcement at home and across the country.

Last month -- as the community was preparing to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the shooting in Olde Town Square -- he was guiding a class of school security guards through the halls of the former elementary school that law enforcement uses as a training center. The marquee outside featured a quote from Mr. Beesley: "Look for the good in every day."

The class heard Mr. DeAndrea's assessment of best practices and worst mistakes. As he walked the class through the much-criticized police response to a school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, in 2022, he reminded them that even the most effective police officers don't invent a heroic response in the heat of the moment -- they fall back on their training. Madalena DeAndrea, who now works as the director of school safety for the school district that includes both Arvada and Littleton, where Columbine High School is located, watched in the back.

A mural of Johnny Hurley in Arvada, Colo. Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


In a country where the Second Amendment is foundational, Mr. DeAndrea said in an interview, he embraces the idea that "a good guy with a gun" can be a vital tool. People need to take responsibility for their own personal safety, he said, "because the government has a tendency to screw things up."

At the same time, he said, things can get messy. An armed teacher might accidentally shoot the police as they burst into a classroom. Officers might shoot the teacher with the gun. For all the training that's been done, he said, more is needed. And no one has figured out how to fully prevent tragedy when so many bullets are flying.

"That's the hard part: How do we get there?" he said. "If I could come up with a way, I'd be a millionaire."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/08/us/good-samaritan-arvada-mass-shooting.html
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A Catholic Mayor Commissioned Statues of Saints. Residents Revolted.

The mayor of Quincy, Mass., is being sued over 10-foot statues of two Catholic saints that he wants to install in front of a new public safety complex.

Bronze statues of St. Michael and St. Florian, that Mayor Thomas Koch commissioned for the new police and fire headquarters.



By Jenna Russell
Reporting from Quincy, Mass.


Jun 10, 2026 at 04:00 p.m.

As a gleaming new police and fire headquarters took shape last year in Quincy, Mass., Mayor Thomas Koch prepared to unveil what he considered a perfect finishing touch: towering bronze statues of St. Michael and St. Florian, patron saints of emergency responders, to stand at the building's entrance.

Intent on his vision of municipal grandeur, Mr. Koch had not sought approval from voters before he commissioned an artist in Italy to craft the 10-foot figures, at a cost of $850,000 in city funds, and booked their trans-Atlantic passage.

Their arrival in Quincy, a diverse city of 100,000 just south of Boston, did not go exactly as he had hoped.

After a local newspaper, The Patriot Ledger, published the mayor's plans for the statues in an article last year, 200 people showed up at a City Council meeting to voice their displeasure. More than 1,500 signed an online petition opposing the statues' installation. A group of 19 local religious figures, representing Lutherans, Jews, Methodists, Catholics and other faiths, issued a statement of concern.

"No single religious tradition should be elevated in a publicly funded facility," they wrote. "Erecting these statues sends a message that there are insiders and outsiders in this community."

The uproar -- which soon led to a lawsuit against the city, filed by a dozen residents and backed by the American Civil Liberties Union -- reflected growing frustration with Mr. Koch, who has been mayor since 2008. Once dominated by working-class Italian and Irish immigrants who labored in its granite quarries, Quincy has welcomed waves of Asian immigrants since the 1980s. Nearly half its population is nonwhite, 40 percent of students in its public schools are Asian and the student body speaks more than 60 languages.

The new police and fire headquarters in Quincy.  Sophie Park for The New York Times


Mr. Koch did not seek approval from voters before he commissioned an artist in Italy to craft the 10-foot figures, at a cost of $850,000 in city funds, and booked their trans-Atlantic passage. Matthew J. Lee/The Boston Globe, via Getty Images


Mr. Koch, a Catholic who left the Democratic Party in 2018 over its support of abortion rights, has recently been embroiled in a string of controversies, and has increasingly been seen by critics as tone-deaf and out-of-touch. Last fall, voters ousted five city councilors viewed as his allies; Mr. Koch was not on the ballot.

"People have been digging in their heels, and not making space for newer people," said Maggie McKee, a newly elected council member who is half Asian and half white. "Now folks who have been here, who have never felt excluded, are seeing some resistance to what they want to do, and it's very scary and threatening to them."

The plaintiffs in the lawsuit include a former Catholic who is now an atheist; a Harvard Divinity School graduate; a Jewish resident who said the statues would make her feel "excluded from the 'in group'"; and a practicing Catholic who said she resents the city for putting her in the uncomfortable position of having to speak out against her own church's symbols.

The suit argues that displaying the statues in front of a city building would violate the State Constitution -- written largely by Quincy's most famous son, John Adams -- by promoting one religion over others and "religion over nonreligion." A lower court temporarily blocked the statues' installation last fall; they have been exiled to a suburban warehouse while the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court considers the case.

Still, the statues have plenty of supporters. Hundreds of Quincy police officers and firefighters of various faiths consider them unofficial mascots, and many older, longtime residents say that alone should be reason to support them.

"I'm all for it," said Margaret Notrangelo, a retiree and Quincy native who was shopping for groceries one recent evening near the new public safety building. "I'm Catholic, but it's not about religion. It's about what the statues represent to the police and firemen."

John Adams largely wrote the Massachusetts Constitution, which is being examined because of the case. Sophie Park for The New York Times


Nearly half the Quincy population is nonwhite. Sophie Park for The New York Times


In a brief filed in support of the city, Tom Bowes, the president of the Quincy firefighters' union, said that St. Florian embodies "the virtues that are most important in our work: honor, courage, bravery." The statue depicts the saint as a caped figure dousing a fire with a pitcher of water; its bronze counterpart, St. Michael, is raising a sword as he steps on a demon.

A lawyer for the police and fire unions asserted in the brief that banning the statues would prioritize a secular viewpoint over that of residents who value the saints' symbolic or religious meaning.

The controversy is the latest to entangle Mr. Koch, 63, the longest serving mayor in Quincy's history.

Last year, he paid to settle a state claim that he took illegal campaign donations; he also apologized for characterizing abuse by Catholic clergy as "homosexual problems, not pedophilia." In 2024, he faced outrage after the City Council granted him a 79 percent raise -- to $285,000, more than the current New York City mayor's salary -- starting in 2028. (The mayor later proposed a smaller increase.)

A spokeswoman for the mayor referred questions to a spokesman for the law firm defending the city in the lawsuit, who said Mr. Koch would not be available for an interview. Neither responded to follow-up questions.

The firm, the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, has played a prominent role in a flurry of recent cases around the country asserting religious rights.

In a hearing last month before the Supreme Judicial Court, Joe Davis, a Becket Fund lawyer, argued that the two saints depicted by the Quincy statues are not primarily religious symbols when displayed in a public safety context, because of their long association with police officers and firefighters.

Once dominated by working-class Italian and Irish immigrants who labored in its granite quarries, Quincy has welcomed waves of Asian immigrants since the 1980s. Sophie Park for The New York Times


Quincy is a city of 100,000 just south of Boston. Sophie Park for The New York Times


"They have a significance that has transcended religious lines," Mr. Davis said.

Frank Gaziano, a justice on the court, questioned if the average citizen would know their secular relevance, or would more likely see "this big angel smiting a demon" and regard it as "overwhelmingly religious."

Another justice, Scott Kafker, noted that recent rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court have vigorously protected religious freedom. "We can't allow more hostility to religion than the Supreme Court would tolerate," he said.

"Government neutrality is not the same as hostility," said Jessie Rossman, the A.C.L.U. legal director representing the plaintiffs.

The new police and fire complex, an imposing, four-story building fronted by soaring columns and ornate lanterns, cost the city $175 million. It opened to the public in March.

Conevery Valencius, a college history professor and Quincy resident who is a plaintiff in the lawsuit, said she wanted the building to feel welcoming to everyone, including new immigrants.

A devoted Episcopalian, she said that her childhood church, named for St. Michael, taught her to "respect the dignity of every human being," a standard she believes the statues' presence would violate.

"When people are scared and they need help," she said, "they need to know that place is for them."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/us/quincy-mass-statues-koch-mayor.html
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Trump Says Bill Pulte Will Take Over as Intelligence Chief on June 19

The president also plans to keep Mr. Pulte as the head of a federal housing agency, heightening tension with Congress and complicating the renewal of a powerful spying authority.

President Trump has suggested that Bill Pulte might use the temporary appointment as director of national intelligence as an opportunity to purge the office of perceived political opponents.  Eric Lee/The New York Times



By Chris Cameron
Reporting from Washington


Jun 10, 2026 at 08:44 a.m.

President Trump on Tuesday stood by his decision to have Bill Pulte, a close political ally with no known national security experience, replace Tulsi Gabbard as the director of national intelligence, saying that he would take over the post in an acting capacity on June 19.

Mr. Trump also said Mr. Pulte would continue to lead a federal housing agency in addition to his new duties.

The selection of Mr. Pulte, a loyalist who has pursued Mr. Trump's perceived enemies, to replace Ms. Gabbard had triggered worries from some Republicans and drew sharp criticism from Democrats in the Senate, imperiling a vote on a key government surveillance law.

But Mr. Trump's statement Tuesday made clear his intent to dismiss the political pushback and forge ahead with Mr. Pulte, even as he has suggested that Mr. Pulte might use the temporary appointment as an opportunity to purge the office of perceived political opponents.

Mr. Pulte has previously used his role as the director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency as a perch to carry out a campaign of retribution on behalf of the president. Last week, Mr. Trump proposed that Mr. Pulte conduct mass firings of employees at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, including those who worked for previous Democratic presidents, suggesting that Mr. Pulte would be "less shackled" by the constraints of being the president's choice to lead the agency permanently.

Mr. Trump also said last week that he wanted Mr. Pulte to look into "rigged elections." Mr. Trump has long repeated the lie that the 2020 election was stolen from him, despite his own administration's saying at the time that there was no widespread election fraud affecting the outcome.

The president has also long been deeply skeptical of the intelligence community, primarily because of the investigation into whether his 2016 campaign conspired with Russians who, officials have repeatedly said, interfered in the presidential election that year to harm Mr. Trump's Democratic rival, Hillary Clinton.

Mr. Trump has said that Mr. Pulte will not be nominated for confirmation by the Senate to lead the agency permanently. Since Mr. Pulte has already been confirmed by the Senate for his current role, he can serve in the new position for 210 days.

Senate Democrats have revolted in response to Mr. Pulte's selection, moving to block the renewal of Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, a warrantless wiretapping law that is set to expire on Friday. A group of Democrats had been working with Republicans on a measure to extend the surveillance authority for three years, but their anger over Mr. Pulte's new role prompted an almost unanimous retreat from that proposal.

In a social media post on Tuesday, Mr. Trump said that Mr. Pulte was "working closely" with Ms. Gabbard, and that he would continue to lead the federal housing finance agency in addition to his duties as director of national intelligence. That move will almost certainly trigger outrage from Democrats, deepen the Senate stalemate over the surveillance law and do little to assuage the concerns of Republicans who worry about the office that oversees the intelligence community being used as a weapon.

Mr. Trump's social media post signaled a dimming likelihood that Congress would renew Section 702 before it is scheduled to lapse this weekend. Democrats on Capitol Hill last week met Mr. Trump's selection of Mr. Pulte as acting spy chief with sharp opposition, with some vowing to refuse to extend the surveillance program -- which was facing a tough road to renewal because of bipartisan privacy concerns -- unless the president withdrew Mr. Pulte's name.

Republicans have acknowledged that Mr. Pulte's selection further complicates the fight over Section 702. Senator John Thune, Republican of South Dakota and the majority leader, said on Tuesday that he was encouraging the White House to nominate a permanent director of national intelligence to quell Democratic opposition.

"Getting some certainty and closure on that issue about who that might be will certainly play an important role in unlocking the support we need to get FISA done," Mr. Thune said.

Ms. Gabbard had previously said that she intended to resign from her post overseeing the 18 U.S. intelligence agencies on June 30. Mr. Trump had not set a date for Mr. Pulte to take over as acting director when he had initially announced his selection.

Dustin Volz contributed reporting.
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Debt Collectors Know They Are Reviled. They Have Bills to Pay, Too.

More Americans are taking on debt and falling behind on bills. The people calling them to collect often endure a torrent of verbal abuse and threats of violence.

Guybrielle Madison has worked as a debt collector for six years. She speaks to about 50 people each day, and being called racial slurs is common. Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times



By Kali Bomeli



Jun 07, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

Guybrielle Madison keeps a stockpile of crunchy snacks hanging from the door inside her pantry turned home office, where she works remotely as a debt collector at United Collection Bureau, a family-owned company with headquarters in Toledo, Ohio. She prefers crackers, pretzels and cheese puffs. The louder the crunch, the better.

Whenever shouting begins to filter through her headset, she mutes her microphone, opens a bag and starts crunching to drown out the noise.

"If they're cussing at me and I'm eating, I only hear myself chewing," said Ms. Madison, a 31-year-old single mother who lives in Memphis.

Once, a man began shouting at her after she asked him to verify his identity. He called her a racial slur, she recalled, and said he was going to search for her online. Ms. Madison, who is Black, said she was regularly called racial slurs while doing her job.

Ms. Madison is one of roughly 167,000 debt collectors working in the United States today -- a work force that occupies one of the most reviled positions in the American economy. In May, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York reported that 13.1 percent of credit-card balances were at least 90 days delinquent during the first quarter of 2026, the highest rate in 15 years. Credit card debt is sent to collection agencies after 90 to 180 days of missed payments. That's when the calls begin.

Some debtors have turned to credit-counseling agencies or cut back on spending. Some ignore the calls. Others turn their rage on the person behind the phone. For debt collectors like Ms. Madison, this is just part of a job that offers what many workers with limited options need: steady schedules, remote work and no college degree requirement -- at an average hourly wage of $22 an hour, with the chance of earning bonus checks for reaching goals at some collection agencies.

Debt collectors operate under some of the strictest regulations in consumer finance. The Fair Debt Collection Practices Act prohibits them from being deceptive, abusive or unfair to debtors, and they must proceed cautiously when raising their voices or terminating calls. They must verify identities before discussing debts, a requirement that often enrages the people they call. They often experience a daily torrent of verbal abuse, threats of violence and the legal obligation to absorb it all without fighting back.

Debt collectors say that few people ever see them as humans who also struggle to pay their own bills, need health insurance and have children to feed.

Ms. Madison earned a bachelor's degree in forensic science from Miles College in Alabama, but the long, inflexible hours of the field proved incompatible with single motherhood. She wanted steady work that would allow her to be present in her son's life, so she became a debt collector.

She wakes up each morning, logs into her account, puts on her headset and makes hundreds of calls throughout the day. Of those calls, she usually speaks to about 50 people, many of whom abuse her, she said.

Ms. Madison has worked as a debt collector for six years at four collection agencies. At American Car Center, a dealership where she first worked in the collections division, the only thing separating her from the customers behind on their vehicle payments was her small desk.

About a year into that job, she recalled, a man whose car had been repossessed showed up to her office with a gun. She and three other women she worked with ran to hide in a back room. She heard a gunshot. Minutes later, the man was arrested. A security guard had been shot in his leg.

"The police was already pulling in because we could hear sirens," Ms. Madison said. "He just ran straight past us to try to run from the cops."

After the shooting, the company replaced the desks with brick dividers topped with bulletproof glass. Employees worked from home until the new barriers were installed.

That was the extent of the company's response. No counseling. No crisis management support. Just the glass, and the expectation that they would return to work as soon as possible, Ms. Madison said. In 2023, American Car Center filed for bankruptcy and closed its locations.

A Voice at the End of the Line

Daran Ransom says the verbal abuse from debtors is intense. "I feel like because I'm a male, people are just way harsher," he said. "It's a very hard job -- I hate it." Whitten Sabbatini for The New York Times


Daran Ransom was also working in collections at American Car Center when the company shut down suddenly.

"I was at work, and I was taking care of my mom," said Mr. Ransom, 46, who lives in Covington, Tenn. "And I got a call, and they was like: 'Hey, just pack up. It's over.'"

Mr. Ransom was introduced to debt collections by a cousin. He had been pursuing a degree in music education from the University of Tennessee at Martin, but dropped out one year from graduating to take care of his mother, whose health had declined.

After he lost his job at American Car Center and before his mother died, he received a job offer at United Collection Bureau. He began training only two days after her funeral.

"It was just like, you have to go to work because you have a mortgage," Mr. Ransom said. "I didn't want to lose the house that we grew up in."

Mr. Ransom, who is Black, believes that in addition to race, his gender makes him a target. "I feel like because I'm a male, people are just way harsher," he said. "It's a very hard job -- I hate it."

Like Ms. Madison, Mr. Ransom said he had been called a racial slur. He has been told to go kill himself, to go find a real job.

When the calls get bad, Mr. Ransom puts the caller on hold to give himself a few seconds of reprieve.

"So they can have a second to decompress," he said, "and I can have my second to cool out."

To the people he calls, Mr. Ransom said, he isn't a man who dropped out of college to care for his ailing mother, who buried her and went back to work two days later -- he's just a voice on the other end of the line asking for money. Debt collectors, he added, have their own financial burdens.

"We're bill collectors that probably are being called by other bill collectors, because we're not making enough money to live and to pay our bills," he said.

'It Takes a Toll'

There is limited research on the lived experiences of debt collectors. A 2015 doctoral dissertation from Walden University found that it was "the expectation of the job to endure abuse from customers."

Irvin Schonfeld, professor emeritus at the City College of New York, who researches occupational stress and work-related burnout, said that while debt collectors specifically hadn't been widely studied, there was a parallel to workplace bullying. Similar to a bullied employee who cannot retaliate against a manager without consequences, a debt collector is legally prohibited from raising his or her voice, hanging up or responding to verbal abuse in kind. The result is the same power imbalance that researchers have long documented as psychologically damaging in workplaces.

"It takes a toll," Dr. Schonfeld said. "It leads to elevations in depressive and anxiety symptoms."

Unlike other professionals, such as police officers or social workers, who have colleagues, supervisors and counselors trained to help them process traumatic interactions, debt collectors largely absorb that toll alone.

"The average bill collector will be doing this job for about five years," said Scott Post, director of operations at United Collection Bureau, who has been in the industry for 20 years.

Mr. Post has seen the effects of abusive callers on employees. One new staff member came to him early on and disclosed that he had anxiety.

"I was like, you might want to be careful, because this job is not going to be anything that eases anxiety," Mr. Post said. The employee lasted only a few weeks.

He said that the company had once provided mental health resources to employees, but that it had been cut because few of them used it. "Nobody has ever admitted any mental struggles to me outside of brand-new people," he said. "They're too proud."

Mr. Post was promoted to a management position shortly after he started at UCB, but his role still involves helping collectors through calls and handling some of the more difficult debtors himself. He believes he has survived by having a wife who keeps him grounded, knowing when to walk away from the phone -- and using a punching bag on his back porch.

Before landing at United Collection Bureau, Mr. Post spent years on car dealership floors in sales before working his way up to finance director.

"Debt collectors are about as popular as used car salesmen," he said.

Mr. Post wants to help debtors realize they shouldn't feel shame.

"I can pick up that person that thinks they're a deadbeat because they're in collections and tell them it's OK," he said. "Nobody asks for medical debt. It does not make you a bad person."

More Americans are borrowing to get by as everyday living costs continue to rise. When their bills become past due, that's when debt collectors start calling.

Most people think of debt collectors with fear and dread but they're rarely considered as people who are also trying to get by with their own bills to pay. I worked with a freelance journalist, Kali Bomeli, to try to humanize their profession. They have coping mechanisms to deal with the torrent of verbal abuse and threats of violence they receive. They typically earn just $22 an hour and might be behind on some of their own bills.

I often sympathize with people who struggle with debt. Working on this story with Kali made me feel more compassion for people who work in debt collection.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/07/business/debt-collectors-jobs-abuse.html
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Alan Gribben, Twain Scholar Who Excised Slur From 'Huck Finn,' Dies at 84

He made it his mission to track down every book Mark Twain owned -- and to fix what he saw as flaws that kept schools from teaching the author's most famous works.

Alan Gribben at the Center for Mark Twain Studies in Elmira, N.Y., in 2016. "What Alan did, it's like discovering a new planet, because Twain's universe was revealed," a colleague said. "He is in the foremost rank of Twain scholars." via Gribben family



By Michael S. Rosenwald



Jun 04, 2026 at 05:05 p.m.

Alan Gribben, a Mark Twain scholar who replaced a racial slur with the word "slave" in revised editions of "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" and "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn," igniting an international furor about sanitizing works of literature, died on May 9 at his home in Montgomery, Ala. He was 84.

The cause was pancreatic cancer, his wife, Irene Wong, said.

Renowned by Twain biographers for his decades-long effort to catalog everything that Mr. Twain had read and scribbled notes on, Professor Gribben became an academic outcast in 2011 almost immediately after Publishers Weekly reported on his plan to excise the slur "nigger" from forthcoming editions of the author's most famous novels.

Professor Gribben, the editor of The Mark Twain Journal and a professor of English at Auburn University at Montgomery, in Alabama, wanted to provide an alternative to schools that had stopped teaching the original texts because of the slur, which appears more than 200 times in "Huck Finn."

In response, the literary establishment shrieked like the whistle on a steamboat chugging down the Mississippi River.

Michiko Kakutani, the chief book critic of The New York Times, wrote that Mr. Gribben's effort "ratifies the narcissistic contemporary belief that art should be inoffensive and accessible; that books, plays and poetry from other times and places should somehow be made to conform to today's democratic ideals."

Appearing on "60 Minutes," David Bradley, a professor of creative writing at the University of Oregon, said that using "slave" instead of the slur prevented a teachable moment about how the word degraded Black people and made slavery conceivable in the first place.

"That teachable moment is when that word hits the table in a classroom, everybody goes, 'Wooh,'" Professor Bradley said. "OK, let's talk about it. Let's talk about where it came from."

Professor Gribben at the Mark Twain Library in Redding, Conn., in 2019. "My brain lives more in the 19th century," he said, than the 21st century. via Gribben family


Professor Gribben mounted a vigorous defense. Writing in Publishers Weekly, he traced the idea to his time on a lecture series about Mr. Twain's books. After the events, educators would complain to him about being unable to teach "Tom Sawyer" or "Huck Finn."

"My aim," he wrote, "became the rescue of these two novels for students, parents and teachers who have found the works, merely owing to one repugnant racial slur, disturbing to read in our integrated public schools."

NewSouth Books, an independent publisher, issued the revised novels in 2011. Within five years, more than 20,000 copies had been sold.

Last year, in collaboration with Ms. Wong, Professor Gribben revised both books again, going beyond cutting the slur to render some of the  dialect in more contemporary vernacular.

For instance, in Chapter 8 of the original "Huckleberry Finn," Huck's friend, Jim, who is Black, says:

"Oh, yes, I knowed dey was arter you. I see um go by heah; watched um thoo de bushes."




The new version reads:

"Oh, yes. I knew they were after you. I saw 'em go by here; watched 'em through the bushes."




To Professor Gribben, these changes -- small to him, blasphemy to his critics -- were preferable to having Mr. Twain's books disappear altogether.

"If Twain is no longer read and taught in the schools and colleges, his literary reputation is apt to fade rapidly," he wrote last year in the Mark Twain Journal. "The generation that follows this present one may find themselves asking, 'Who exactly is this Mark Twain?'"

Mr. Gribben in 1971 at Berkeley, where he worked as a graduate assistant for the Mark Twain Papers and Project center. via Gribben family


Alan Dale Gribben was born on Nov. 21, 1941, in Parsons, Kan. His parents, John S. Gribben and Ruth (North) Gribben, founded Sun Graphics, a printing company.

His scholarly life began in second grade when he was bedridden with rheumatic fever. His mother, he wrote in an unpublished essay, "took my long recuperation as an opportunity to improve my reading skills and brought me armloads of books from the public library."

At the University of Kansas, he majored in English and became active in the civil rights movement, leading a campaign to integrate sorority and fraternity houses. After graduating in 1964, he earned a master's degree at the University of Oregon in 1966.

For his doctorate studies, he moved to the University of California, Berkeley, home to the Mark Twain Papers and Project. The project's editor hired him as a graduate assistant and tasked him with preparing explanatory notes for Mr. Twain's handwritten notebooks.

He was fascinated by Mr. Twain, especially the mystery surrounding the author's literary influences. Before Mr. Twain died in 1910, he gave away most of his books, scattering evidence that would have undoubtedly upended his carefully cultivated image as an uneducated "littery man," as he once joked.

For his dissertation, Mr. Gribben set off on what would become a lifelong quest to find and document every book that Mr. Twain had owned. Driving cross-country in his blue Volkswagen Beetle, he visited libraries, rare book collectors and Mr. Twain's distant relatives.

In his dissertation, Mr. Gribben documented every book that Mark Twain had owned, a colossal effort that totaled more than 2,000 pages. via Gribben family


In Wisconsin, he got a tip that Mr. Twain's former housekeeper had kept a cache of 90 books from the author's library. Before she died, she had given them to her nephew, who had since also died. Mr. Gribben found the nephew's widow and knocked on her door.

Talking to her, he noticed several sacks of books on her porch that she was donating to charity. He took out one of the books and immediately recognized Mr. Twain's handwriting in the margins. Flabbergasted, he arranged for the books to be donated to Elmira College, home of the Center for Mark Twain Studies.

Professor Gribben's lifelong project was documenting the books in Mr. Twain's library, many of which had notes in the margins. via Kevin Mac Donnell

 via Kevin Mac Donnell

Professor Gribben made it his lifework to track down and document the books in Mr. Twain's library, many of them annotated by the author. Photographs via Kevin Mac Donnell

"What are the odds that I would arrive on that day?" he later marveled. "What are the odds that she would have put these out that day and that would be the day I came? I am probably the only person in the world who could recognize his handwriting."

The culmination of Professor Gribben's lifelong project -- "Mark Twain's Literary Resources" -- was published in two volumes, in 2019 and 2022, totaling 1,379 pages. In them, he documented nearly 6,000 books, magazines and other materials that Mr. Twain had read. The subjects included sea voyages, French history, hymns, botany, slavery, detective fiction, insects, India, astronomy, birds, bees and the afterlife.

 NewSouth Books

Mark Twain's Literary Resources: A Reconstruction of His Library and Reading (Volume Two) NewSouth Books

Professor Gribben's work culminated in the publication of two books, in 2019 and 2022. NewSouth Books

"What Alan did, it's like discovering a new planet, because Twain's universe was revealed," Joe B. Fulton, a Twain scholar and professor of English at Baylor University, said in an interview. "I don't think anyone else could have done it. He is in the foremost rank of Twain scholars that we have ever seen."

Professor Gribben married Ms. Wong, a frequent collaborator, in 1974. In addition to her, he is survived by their children, Walter and Valerie Gribben; a brother, John C. Gribben; and two grandsons.

Eventually, Professor Gribben began flying rather than driving in search of Mr. Twain's books. Still, he felt trapped by time.

"My brain lives more in the 19th century," he said. "I am traveling by jet, but my brain is traveling by horse and carriage and stagecoach."

During the racial slur controversy, Professor Gribben recalled a scene from Mr. Twain's travel book "Roughing It," in which the author described his campfire igniting a blaze on the shore of Lake Tahoe.

"Unable to put it out," Professor Gribben wrote in Publishers Weekly, Mr. Twain "decided that his only recourse was to row his boat into the lake and watch with rapt awe the magnitude of the immense conflagration he had unintentionally sparked."

Working on this obituary led me to reread some of my favorite Mark Twain books, especially "Life on the Mississippi," the story of his life, and the people, on that great river. Twain was a giant in American literature -- some say THE giant. And "Huck Finn" was, of course, his masterpiece.



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/04/books/alan-gribben-dead.html
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Cyera, a Cybersecurity Start-Up for the A.I. Era, Raises $600 Million

The five-year-old company is now valued at $12 billion.

From left, Cyera's chief executive, Yotam Segev, with his co-founders, Tamar Bar-Ilan and Yonatan Itai. Cyera



By Niko Gallogly



Jun 10, 2026 at 06:17 p.m.

Anthropic alarmed both governments and the business world in April when it released Mythos, a more powerful version of the company's Claude artificial intelligence model. The updated system was so adept at unearthing cybersecurity vulnerabilities, Anthropic said, that it feared releasing the system too widely.

For Yotam Segev, the chief executive and co-founder of the cybersecurity start-up Cyera, which is focused on protecting companies' data from A.I.-based threats, it felt as if the rest of the world was waking up to an alarm he's been sounding for the past few years. "I view Mythos as the first chapter in a book that might be called 'How A.I. Transformed Cybersecurity,'" he said. (Yesterday, Anthropic released a "safer" version of Mythos.)

Today, Cyera announced it had raised $600 million at a $12 billion valuation, bringing the company's funding total to $2.3 billion. The new round was led by Evolution Equity Partners, with participation from Cyberstarts and Temasek. Just six months ago, Cyera closed a $400 million round at a $9 billion valuation.

Cyera's rapid growth is an example of how cybersecurity has shifted from a focus on human-based threats to A.I.-based ones. As companies and hackers alike adopt so-called A.I. agents, which can execute tasks on their own, cybersecurity solutions must also become agentic. "Only machines will be able to protect machines," Mr. Segev said.

Another major example of this shift came earlier this year when Google acquired the A.I.-focused cybersecurity start-up Wiz for a staggering $32 billion.

A primary use case of Cyera, Mr. Segev said, is identifying a company's "crown jewel" data, such as customer information, and making sure it is safely stored. If an employee or an A.I. agent shares that data, Cyera's system is meant to autonomously leap into action, by restricting access to the data or deleting it.

Mr. Segev and his two co-founders met in the Israeli Defense Forces's Talpiot program for academically promising recruits. After leaving the army, they founded Cyera (pronounced "Sierra") out of Tel Aviv in 2021 with a focus on data security.

In 2022 they shifted their headquarters to New York City. That same year, ChatGPT was released and "data security went from being very important to existential," said Lior Simon, a general partner at the Israeli-based venture capital firm Cyberstarts, which was the first venture capital firm to invest in Cyera.

In the past few years demand for A.I.-focused cybersecurity start-ups has grown quickly. Last year, venture capitalists invested $16.5 billion in cybersecurity start-ups, up 27 percent year-over-year, according to PitchBook. Of those, more than 50 percent of the companies were A.I.-native.

Cyera declined to share its revenue numbers, but said its annual revenue rate has more than tripled for the last three years in a row. The company's customers include AT&T, Bose, Chipotle and Paramount. According to Cyera, each of its customers pay north of $1 million a year for its services.

The company intends to use its new $600 million in funding to accelerate its A.I.-based capabilities. That includes through internal research and development as well as possible acquisitions. Already this year, the company has been on a spending spree, acquiring the A.I. cybersecurity start-ups Ryft and Genie Security.

Cyera has roughly 1,500 employees, about 1,000 of whom were added in the last 18 months. Mr. Segev said he didn't plan to continue hiring at that breakneck rate, adding that A.I. tools had "completely revolutionized" the way the company worked and decreased the need to grow head count so rapidly.

The cybersecurity landscape is fiercely competitive. Other A.I.-native upstarts, including Sentra and Symmetry Systems (which was just acquired by Zscaler), are pitching themselves as most capable of autonomously managing data risks introduced by A.I.

At the same time, large legacy firms like Palo Alto Networks and CrowdStrike are investing heavily in their A.I. capabilities. And frontier labs, including Anthropic and OpenAI, have shown that their increasingly sophisticated models have the ability to upend the cybersecurity marketplace.

For his part, Mr. Segev said he was not looking for Cyera to get acquired. And he's not itching to go public, either. "We want the I.P.O. route to be open," Mr. Segev said. "I don't think it's a target."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/business/dealbook/cyera-ai-cybersecurity-funding.html
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Percent change from May 2025 in a selection of categories of the Consumer Price
Index
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Health care
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Physicians' services I +2.9%
Medical care commodities -1.8%

Personal Care

Haircuts and other services . +3.6%
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Rent of primary residence I +2.9%

Travel and Transportation

Airline fares

Motor vehicle maintenance and repair +6.1%
New vehicles +0.2%
Used cars and trucks -2.0%

Motor vehicle insurance -2.0%

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Keith Collins/The New York Times
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