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Oil executives warn White House that gas prices will get worse
Grim predictions add to the problems of a president already facing a sharp rise in inflation.

President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Evan Halper, Cat Zakrzewski | 2026-06-11
Oil and gas executives have warned the White House that gasoline prices could surge in coming months as fuel inventories fall to critical lows, complicating the Trump administration's efforts to contain inflation that has already rattled American consumers.
Industry officials say they are doing everything they can to sound an alarm that prices are about to soar as the commercial and government inventories that have mitigated price rises so far are rapidly depleting, according to multiple people familiar with the conversations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation from the administration. Some inventories could be wiped out within weeks, the executives have warned, coinciding with the peak summer travel season. 
"I have absolutely no doubt the White House -- from the president on down -- is fully aware of the nearly universal alarm among oil companies and analysts about the direction of travel for oil prices this summer," said Bob McNally, who was an energy adviser in the George W. Bush administration and founded the research firm Rapidan Energy Group.
The warnings underscore the rising political and economic risks confronting President Donald Trump as the conflict with Iran drags into its fourth month, with little indication that a diplomatic breakthrough is imminent, despite periodic White House predictions of progress.
Already Trump's administration is confronting the highest rate of inflation in three years, which has led to a significant drop in his standing among voters and deepened concern among Republicans about widespread losses in the midterm elections, which could cause them to lose control of one or both houses of Congress.
The Labor Department's consumer price index rose at a 4.2 percent annual pace· in the year ending in May, driven by surging gas prices. 
Trump has publicly brushed off concerns about the rising prices. "I love it. I love the inflation," Trump told reporters Wednesday when asked about the new figures. Oil prices will drop "like a rock" once the war concludes, he said.
Industry executives suggest otherwise.
The war with Iran has snarled the Strait of Hormuz, the waterway that transported about one-fifth of the world's oil and natural gas supplies before the war. Trump has repeatedly sought to assure the public that he is close to a deal to reopen the strait, but that has not happened.
Senior oil executives who typically avoid making alarming projections in public have been doing exactly that.
"We're sounding the alarm on these inventories going to record lows," said American Petroleum Institute CEO Mike Sommers on "Mornings with Maria," a Fox Business program that Trump frequently watches. "We should be concerned about what prices we're going to see over the next few weeks. We have to solve this problem in the Strait of Hormuz."
Industry officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to avoid antagonizing the White House, said the administration's reception to their worries has been mixed. Some officials, they say, are taking the posture that the warnings are hollow. Prices have not shot up toward $200 a barrel, despite warnings since the war against Iran started in late February that they would quickly head there.
The U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve has dropped to 349.2 million barrels, approaching a multi-decade low last seen in 1983. The exact date reserves start to run dry can be difficult to calculate, because they cannot be run all the way down. 
Millions of barrels of oil need to remain in pipelines and refineries to keep the systems from breaking down. Analysts and industry executives warn the critical moment could come anywhere from the end of this month to closer to the end of summer. But they are universally anxious about how quickly the supply is declining. 
Industry models show the collapse of crude inventories within a matter of weeks could push the cost of oil up by 50 percent or more -- sending the price of gas at the pump soaring past $5 per gallon. Oil executives worry that will send the administration scrambling to impose emergency measures like restricting the export of U.S. fuel.
A senior White House official said more information from the industry "is good," and the administration will continue to take information from oil and gas executives into account.
"But that is one piece of a larger picture that only the president has," said the official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the private deliberations. 
The price of gas has "consistently gone down for the past couple of weeks," the official said. The official attributed that to steps the administration has taken to ease prices, including waiving the Jones Act, which governs the ships that can serve U.S. ports, and coordinating the release of 172 million barrels from U.S. reserves.
The national average for a gallon of gas on Wednesday was $4.15, down from $4.52 a month ago, according to data from AAA. The prices fell in part because of reports of peace negotiations in the conflict with Iran, but the latest exchange of attacks has jeopardized a fragile ceasefire.
"The president is focused on finishing the job," the official said. "We have heard projections again and again throughout this entire conflict that the price would jump higher and higher, that the price of crude barrel would be $150 or $200, or the average price of oil would be upwards of $5. None of that has played out."
Other administration officials are frustrated that the industry has not moved faster to drill more and expand domestic production to create a buffer, some of the people said.
But companies have been reluctant to invest too heavily in multibillion-dollar drilling operations, which would not yield substantially more barrels for months when the administration is expressing confidence that the strait will reopen within days.
"Both camps know exactly what is at stake," said one industry official who frequently interacts with the administration. "The industry folks are intent on making sure that if the worm turns, the White House does not point fingers that the industry did not do enough."
"Everyone everywhere fully appreciates that the standoff cannot go on for another 30-45 days without the political calculations changing," the official said.
"The White House knows and understands the severity of the potential situation. ... They are politically constricted from saying that publicly."
The potential for a dramatic price hike that would ripple around the world does not align with Trump's narrative that the United States holds all the cards in negotiations and that oil disruption is but a minor, short-lived inconvenience.
A further hike could carry political consequences for Trump, whose allies now acknowledge the risk that a prolonged conflict poses to the Republican Party's prospects in the midterms. 
"High oil price is like a tax on the economy, and it's a tax on the incumbent party," said economist Steve Moore. "This is why Trump is so eager to get this done."
Trump said that he had conducted a secret military operation to remove 100 million barrels of oil that were stuck in the strait. Military officials said his remark referred to a previously announced plan to share information with shipping companies about safe routes through the waterway.
Experts tracking movement of oil on through the strait say that some shipments have gotten through, but the volumes are extremely limited and do not do very much to solve the inventory problem.
Before the war, some 130 tankers traversed the strait daily. Even if White House claims that dozens of tankers are slipping through each week are accurate, that would amount to only a fraction of the crude moving through the strait before. Ship-monitoring data suggests the White House claims are exaggerated.
"The president is making a remarkably dubious claim," said Brett Erickson, managing principal at Obsidian Risk Advisors, which specializes in financial crime and sanctions, and is closely monitoring oil shipments in the Persian Gulf. "And even if some ships are getting through, this is not a long-term solution. Are we going to perpetually be the chauffeur for the Gulf?"
Even if some stranded oil can be smuggled out, ships cannot get back into the strait to reload.
"They don't even need to hear from us directly to know there is a problem," said an executive with a major oil company. "There is no shortage of people out there saying this publicly. The inventories are at historic lows."
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Trump sees 22 medical specialists, appearing to set new bar for presidents
Trump saw about a dozen specialists for prior check-ups, per past statements. The White House has declined to identify which specialists assessed the president.

President Donald Trump departs Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Maryland on May 26. (Alex Brandon/Ap Photo/Alex Brandon)


By Dan Diamond, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2026-06-10
For George H.W. Bush's first medical checkup as president in 1989, he was seen by five specialists, the White House said at the time. His son George W. Bush was seen by 12 in his first presidential checkup, White House officials said a dozen years later.
President Donald Trump appears to have set a new bar: 22 medical specialists assessed him as part of his latest checkup, according to a medical report recently released by the White House. 
That figure is nearly double the number of specialists who assessed Trump for his past medical checkups as president, according to a review of publicly available statements by Trump's doctors.
The figure also represents the most medical specialists to assess a president for a single visit, based on a review of public statements and records, prompting questions from outside physicians who said they were already skeptical of the White House's disclosures around the nearly 80-year-old Trump's health.
"It is an extraordinary number," said Jonathan Reiner, a longtime cardiologist for former vice president Dick Cheney. "What specialties do they represent? Why so many?"
White House officials said that the number was commensurate with the need to perform a "complete and preventive evaluation" of the president. Sean Barbabella, the president's physician, said the assessment found that Trump was in "excellent health."
"The involvement of multiple specialists reflects a comprehensive, multidisciplinary evaluation consistent with best practices for executive-level medical care," the White House said in a statement.
A White House official said that physicians affiliated with Harvard University, Duke University and other prominent institutions helped perform the evaluation. The official also said that some generalist physicians were included in the administration's count of 22 specialists.
"We have nothing to hide," the official said. 
The White House has often declined to answer specific questions about Trump's medical assessments, such as what prompted the president to undergo a second physical exam at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center last year. Presidents usually make one annual trip unless they have an urgent condition. Nearly three months after the visit, and after initially telling reporters that he had undergone an MRI exam, Trump and the White House clarified that the president had received a CT scan as part of his assessment.
Trump's medical reports also no longer include a common hair-loss prevention drug that his physicians said he routinely used during his first term in office. White House officials have declined to comment on Trump's past use of the drug, finasteride, and whether he had stopped taking it.
The scrutiny of Trump's health comes amid broader questions about the fitness of the current president and his predecessor, Joe Biden, to serve as commander in chief. Biden, who was 82 when he left office, and Trump, who turns 80 on June 14, are the two oldest men to serve as president.
Karine Jean-Pierre, who served as Biden's press secretary, said at a February 2024 press briefing that a team of "20 doctors" participated in Biden's medical evaluation at Walter Reed that year.
Past administrations have often elected not to disclose the specific number of specialists who consult on the president's medical evaluations, which are traditionally performed at Walter Reed.
Presidents are not required to disclose their health records, although lawmakers in both parties have called for more checks on chief executives, such as creating an independent commission that could assess the president's health.
But publicly available records and statements indicate that the number of specialists reviewing presidential health appears to have ballooned.
The five specialists involved in President George H.W. Bush's checkup in May 1989 included an ophthalmologist, a urologist, a dermatologist and two allergists -- White House officials said at the time. The 65-year-old Bush then saw eight specialists the following year, including a radiologist, cardiologist and rheumatologist, the White House said.
His son, President George W. Bush, saw 12 specialists for his 2001 check-up, White House officials said then.
As questions swirled about Trump's fitness during his first year in office, Ronny Jackson, who served as Trump's physician during his first term and is now a Republican member of Congress from Texas, arranged 13 specialists to see the president, he wrote in his memoir.
"I didn't do this physical by myself; I was assisted by an entire committee of top-of-the-line specialty doctors at Walter Reed, including ones who specialized in dermatology, orthopedics, gastroenterology, ophthalmology, urology, pulmonary medicine, otolaryngology, and cardiology," Jackson wrote in his book, "Holding the Line."
"The cardiologist did his heart exam. The pulmonologist did his lung exam and pulmonary function testing, the dermatologist did his skin exam, and so on."
Trump saw 11 specialists for his 2019 checkup and 14 specialists for his checkup last year, according to past medical reports released by the White House.
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Opinions
For Team USA, the World Cup home field is a culture-war minefield 
The golden U.S. men's hockey team showed that there's almost no way to get this right.

The U.S. men's World Cup soccer team trains Monday in Irvine, California. (Kirby Lee/Imagn Images)


By Will Leitch | 2026-06-11
You're reading Fanfare With Will Leitch, a newsletter on the cultural moments capturing America's attention. Click here to get the full edition in your inbox, including bonus musings on trends and recommendations for the weekend.
Growing up in hockey-mad Michigan, Jack Hughes had to have assumed that anyone who led the U.S. men's hockey team to its first Olympic gold medal since 1980's legendary "Miracle on Ice" team would instantly become a national hero. Pretty much every American would have thought the same. So in February, when Hughes scored the winning goal in overtime to beat Canada in the gold medal game -- a game during which his front teeth had been knocked out, no less -- he must have imagined he'd be adored in America for the rest of his life.
He ended up getting about two hours.
The problem, of course, was that during the locker room celebration afterward -- with lightning-rod FBI Director Kash Patel pounding brewskis a few feet away -- President Donald Trump called in to congratulate the team and ended up, in his uniquely Trumpian way, insulting the gold medal-winning women's team. Hughes, and the rest of his team, laughed in response -- which wasn't a great way to handle it. But I'm also not sure how they were expected to collectively compose a sudden, spontaneous defense of women's sports while shouting into a cellphone. Instantly, they went from conquering heroes to unwitting combatants in the ever-expanding, utterly relentless American culture war. Hughes and his teammates spent the next week defending themselves, to little effect. 
Welcome to the perils of representing an American national team in 2026, Jack Hughes. At least you don't have to worry about who plays you in the movie.
This is worth remembering as the U.S. men's national team, or USMNT, begins play at the World Cup this week (its first game is Friday against Paraguay, followed by Australia on June 19, Turkey on June 25 and, hopefully, the knockout round matches after that). The U.S. men's national soccer team isn't as good as the U.S. men's hockey team -- if it somehow won this World Cup, it would be a far bigger upset than the "Miracle on Ice" was -- but it's still talented. More to the point, it's playing on American soil. 
Trump is certain to put himself front and center throughout the event. Trump is close with FIFA President Gianni Infantino, who clearly created the FIFA Peace Prize in order to give it to the president, and he rather awkwardly posed for photos with FIFA Club World Cup winners Chelsea last year. Trump knows the World Cup will give him global exposure that exceeds even the Olympics; he's going to attach himself to every part of it he can. 
And that extends, especially, to the U.S. team, which puts the team's players (like just about any American athlete, and increasingly any citizen) in an impossible position. Express support for the president -- or, really, do anything less than publicly lambaste him to his face -- and you are complicit. Say something negative about him -- or even just look a little uncomfortable in his presence, like American players such as Weston McKennie did -- and you're un-American. You're Jack Hughes, or you're Hunter Hess, the U.S. Olympic skier who Trump turned into a Fox News villain for daring to say he didn't "represent everything that's going on in the U.S." You can't win. 
You have already seen this with the current USMNT roster. Star forward Christian Pulisic took heat for doing the "Trump dance" celebration after scoring a goal shortly after the 2024 election. McKennie, a key midfielder, got similar heat from the other direction not just for scowling while next to Trump but also for saying Trump could be called "racist" in 2020. It is no wonder most athletes, after a period of outspokenness and activism that peaked around that time, now stay out of the political fray: Even the once highly active LeBron James has learned that steering clear of politics saves you a lot of headaches. Even Aaron Rodgers, once on the short list to be Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s presidential running mate, is pretty quiet these days. But that's harder to do when you're actually representing the country, whatever the country even is right now. Simply having "Team USA" by your name puts you in the fight, whether you want to be or not.
It's a shame, because this is a very likable team, and one that, despite some recent struggles, might be the most purely talented in U.S. history. (And they looked much better in their send-off matches against Senegal and Germany.) I've long argued that rooting for the USMNT is particularly fun because they actually are what Americans consider themselves to be but rarely are: underdogs. We're the Empire, but we always tell ourselves we're Rocky Balboa. The United States is an up-and-coming soccer nation, a growth stock, and this team, which should be favored to advance out of its group, has multiple compelling personalities. I happen to love both Pulisic and McKennie, and you should, too. 
It will also be playing at home, in front of its own fans, in the first World Cup to be held in the U.S. since the 1994 event that essentially launched soccer's popularity in this country. This is a fun team to root for! If you let yourself, you will absolutely love them unreservedly. 
But I'm not sure we can really let ourselves love something unreservedly anymore. At least not in this country, not right now. The American team, this American team, is something that we could all rally around, something we could collectively support, as one. But we're too busy fighting with each other to give them, or ourselves, much of a chance.
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Opinions
Solo dissents are uncommon. Justice Kagan just made her first. 
Justice Elena Kagan's first solo dissent came nearly 16 years after she joined the Supreme Court bench.

(Illustration by Washington Post staff; Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters; iStock)


By Grant Christensen, Anne Mullins | 2026-06-11
Grant Christensen is a professor at the University of Alabama Law School. Anne E. Mullins is a professor at Stetson University's College of Law. 
Last month, Justice Elena Kagan did something she had never done before. She dissented alone. After nearly 16 years on the Supreme Court, she was finally on the lonely side of an 8-1 ruling in Havana Docks Corp. v. Royal Caribbean Cruises.
Supreme Court decisions with a single dissenting vote are uncommon. Since 2000, fewer than 1 in 11 cases have been decided this way. Recent terms see an average of six such cases. Unanimous decisions, meanwhile, are the most common. Kagan's dissent leaves Justice Amy Coney Barrett as the only member of the current court who has yet to dissent alone. Justice Clarence Thomas, the current court's most prolific solo dissenter, has written more than 50.  
As justices are increasingly reduced to ideological blocs, a lone dissent becomes their most visible act of self-definition. Without the armor of a group, these dissents offer a clear view into a particular justice's philosophy, untainted by perceived politics. These acts of judicial vulnerability reveal what a justice values most.
In an institution built on collaboration, standing alone can come at a cost. Dissenting risks both collegiality and strategic advantage, which means the justice's conviction must overcome the pressure to conform. In the first-ever recorded dissent, in 1807, Justice William Johnson said having the support of another justice contributed to his willingness to stand apart. 
This pressure for consensus is baked into the court. A unified Supreme Court is generally seen as more authoritative, which strengthens its legitimacy. As a result, an institutionalist such as Kagan is far less likely to dissent alone than a maverick like Thomas. The chief justice is particularly unlikely to do it. Chief Justice Earl Warren didn't write his first lone dissent until his 14th year on the bench and  wrote only five in his entire 15-year tenure. William H. Rehnquist wrote 68 lone dissenting opinions in the 14 years he was an associate justice but only nine in the 19 years he served as chief. 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.'s sole lone dissent came in the 2021 case Uzuegbunam v. Preczewski, where he would have limited access to the federal courts for plaintiffs seeking nominal damages when the underlying claim was moot. The Supreme Court, he wrote with uncharacteristic scorn, should not "encourage litigants to fight over farthings." Even in his lone dissent, Roberts sought to protect the institution of the federal judiciary.
A justice who stands alone can be vindicated years later. When Plessy v. Ferguson upheld segregation on the basis of "separate but equal" in 1896, Justice John Harlan offered the sole dissent. 
"Our Constitution is color-blind," Harlan wrote, "and neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens. In respect of civil rights, all citizens are equal before the law." Fifty-eight years later, the court would agree when it unanimously overturned Plessy in Brown v. Board of Education.
Harlan was not the only lone dissenter to foretell the future. Justice Harlan Stone penned the lone dissent in the 1940 case Minersville School District v. Gobitis, which held that a public school district could compel students to salute the American flag and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. Just three years later, the Supreme Court overturned Gobitis in a 6-3 ruling in West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette. In 1988, Justice Antonin Scalia stood alone in Morrison v. Olson and articulated the unitary executive theory that is now central to separation-of-powers debates. 
Kagan's 16-year wait to join the ranks of the lone dissenters is a testament to her institutionalist temperament. She stood alone when the court, in her view, departed from the architecture of legal reasoning. Havana Docks featured a plaintiff whose rights in the Port of Havana were seized by the Cuban government decades ago. Those rights were set to expire in 2004, and the defendant cruise lines used the docks from 2016-19. The majority, however, held that the cruise lines could be liable for damages to the plaintiff because they used property "tainted" by Cuba's confiscation. 
"The key to getting this case right," Kagan wrote in response, "is understanding the nature of the property interest that Havana Docks once held in the docks." Then came a property lesson. "The majority's approach ignores basic principles of property law. As every first-year law student learns, 'property' is defined by reference not just to spatial boundaries, but also to temporal ones." The majority, she continued, "inexplicably privileges the spatial." 
This is not a fiery dissent but a pedagogical one. It defines the property interest, identifies its boundaries and applies the statutory language. 
Kagan's dissent may not become a majority view anytime soon -- or ever. But, like the many solo dissents that came before, it articulates a principle the justice is unwilling to surrender, even for the sake of unanimity. In that sense, Kagan's lone dissent is less an act of defiance than of preservation for the judicial principle she values. Perhaps one day, the Supreme Court will agree.
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Opinions
Kevin Warsh wants to reform the Fed. He should start here. 
Financial regulation has been a mess for years. The new Fed chair can help fix it.

Federal Reserve Chair Kevin Warsh. (Evelyn Hockstein/Reuters)


By John H. Cochrane, Amit Seru | 2026-06-11
John H. Cochrane, an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute, and Amit Seru, a finance professor at Stanford University, are senior fellows at the Hoover Institution. 
New Federal Reserve chair Kevin Warsh wants to make fundamental reforms to the central bank. Fixing financial regulation should be high on his list. 
The U.S. financial regulatory regime failed catastrophically in 2008. The financial crisis was, at its heart, a classic bank run. Financial institutions lost some money on their assets. People ran to pull their deposits and other short-term investments, leading to a wave of failures. Only a $475 billion bailout from the Treasury Department kept the biggest banks from failing and avoided complete financial collapse. 
In the wake of this disaster, leaders had the decency to admit that regulation failed and reforms were needed. But the resulting changes -- the Dodd-Frank law and the Fed's subsidiary regulation -- simply piled on the previous approach that  focused on managing asset riskiness. 
The focus should instead have been on run-prone liabilities. Corporate assets such as data centers and rockets are far riskier than bank assets such as loans and debt securities. Why are the safer assets so much more heavily regulated? Because tech companies are financed by equity. When shareholders lose money, it is not a systemic crisis. Banks are financed with short-term debt (deposits) that can suffer contagious runs and invite government rescues. 
The Dodd-Frank reforms were supposed to end bailouts. But in the turmoil of 2020, skeptics were proved right when the Fed and Treasury undertook a second bailout. The central bank intervened in Treasury markets, bailed out money market funds, lent directly to cities and states, and put a floor on corporate debt prices. 
In 2023, Silicon Valley Bank collapsed, leading to another bailout. The bank issued large uninsured deposits and invested in long-term Treasurys. When interest rates rose, the value of those Treasurys fell and depositors ran. To stop the run, the Fed and Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. guaranteed uninsured deposits. That guarantee implicitly extends across the banking system -- nearly $9 trillion. 
Absent that support, many more banks might have gone under. The post-2008 supervisory apparatus -- stress tests, liquidity rules, supervisory teams and model-based oversight -- missed an elephant in the room: simple interest-rate risk matched to uninsured deposits. It has failed.
The SVB affair was fueled by earlier Fed errors. In the 2010s, banks tried to create segregated accounts and narrow banks. Both innovations back deposits entirely with reserves, eliminating runs and the need for deposit insurance and bailouts. By giving large depositors a risk-free place to park money, they would have forestalled the SVB fiasco. But the Fed has not allowed either innovation, in part to protect the profitable deposit franchise of big banks. Stablecoins -- cryptocurrencies tied to tangible assets -- are now entering to try to provide the same service, but so far are hobbled because they are not allowed to pay interest. 
In the face of onerous regulation, banks retreated from making loans. Fintech companies and private credit stepped in. These unregulated non-banks voluntarily fund themselves with stable long-term financing and substantially more equity. Fintech companies quickly sell off their loans and hold little risk. 
Instead of embracing these crisis-insulated institutions, the Fed is considering a reduction in already low bank capital requirements, to help banks recover lost market share. At the Fed, deregulation has come to mean less capital, not fewer rules. 
The Fed cannot rewrite Dodd-Frank by itself -- only Congress can do that. But the central bank can revise the subsidiary regulations and review its discretionary implementations. Periodically sunsetting and reviewing each rule would be a good start. 
Warsh need not reform the big banks. He can instead allow new and innovative competitors to emerge that provide financial services without run-prone funding. He should focus on simple truths: A crisis is a run and only a run is a crisis. Somebody losing money on a risky investment is not a crisis. 
Detailed plans to transition to a safe, deregulated and innovative financial system are sitting on the shelf. Risky investments should be funded by equity and long-term debt. Deposits and other runnable liabilities should be backed by safe, liquid assets or much larger capital cushions. Such plans can end private sector financial crises forever. They just need a visionary leader who is willing to put the plans into place.
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Opinions
Celebrate the Fourth of July. But don't forget the Twelfth of June.
To write the nation's founding document, Thomas Jefferson borrowed from his home -- Virginia. 

(Chloe Coleman/The Washington Post)


By William J. Watkins Jr. | 2026-06-11

(Illustration by Chloe Coleman/The Washington Post; iStock; Hannah Beier/Reuters; The Library of Virginia)


William J. Watkins Jr. is a research fellow at the Independent Institute and the author of "The Independent Guide to the Constitution."
Naturally, the main event of America's 250th anniversary celebrations will be the Fourth of July, in honor of the Declaration of Independence. But a little tailgate party would be appropriate for the Twelfth of June. For it was on that date, 250 years ago, that Virginia's Declaration of Rights was adopted. 
Written primarily by George Mason, Virginia's declaration inspired Thomas Jefferson in writing the nation's founding document. It set forth in plain language America's first principles and provided guideposts for the establishment of a republican government. 
It's no accident that this seminal declaration originated in Virginia. Jamestown, founded in 1607, put many of those principles and structures into action well before 1776. As Lyon Gardiner Tyler -- son of President John Tyler and himself president of William & Mary from 1888 to 1919 -- observed, "jury trial, courts for the administration of justice, popular elections in which all the 'inhabitants' took part, and a representative Assembly" were created in the Old Dominion "before any other English settlement was made on this continent."
In the Declaration of Rights's first section, Enlightenment thought and Christian principles intersect to affirm the equality of all men and their possession of rights such as "the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety." If this language sounds familiar, it's because another Virginian -- Jefferson --borrowed from it when composing the second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence.
The Virginia declaration's second section rejects the British idea that an artificial body such as Parliament could possess ultimate authority. In the commonwealth, "all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people," the declaration states. Government officials are thus "trustees and servants and at all times amenable to" the people. 
The third section proclaims that "government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation, or community." If a government fails to achieve these ends, "a majority of the community has an indubitable, inalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal." 
In the next four sections, the declaration rejects the hereditary offices found in the British system; asserts that power should be divided among three branches of government; commands frequent and free elections so the people can deliberate on the conduct of their magistrates; and prohibits the suspension of duly enacted laws without legislative consent. 
After setting forth these principles of republican government, the Declaration of Rights turns to individual liberties necessary for a free society. Many of these provisions would later appear in the Bill of Rights -- the first 10 amendments to the Constitution, ratified in 1791. 
Section 8 deals with the rights of an accused person in criminal cases. A criminal defendant has a right to confront the government's witnesses, present evidence in his own defense and demand a speedy trial by a jury of his peers. Prosecutors are prohibited from compelling the accused to give evidence against himself or hiding the nature of the charges from the defendant.
The ninth section, mirrored almost exactly by the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution, avers "that excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted."
Section 10 outlaws the British colonial practice of using general warrants -- a legal process that authorized searches and seizures without specifying the premises to be searched or the alleged contraband to be seized. No such fishing expeditions would be allowed in Virginia. Similar prohibitions in the Constitution's Fourth Amendment are modeled on the Declaration of Rights. 
The remaining sections protect civil jury trials, freedom of the press, freedom of religion and civil control of the military.
A society can remain free, the Virginia Declaration of Rights teaches, "but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue and by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles."
So, yes, on July Fourth, by all means heartily cheer the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. But to understand the principles behind the American Revolution and republican government, dust off George Mason's Virginia Declaration of Rights and study its plain language. It is essential to discerning the pillars of America's government and the purpose of the nation's independence. 
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How to stop the college sports arms race before it's too late
Reckless athletic spending is forcing students to pay the price.

A Louisiana State University fan with a photo of football coach Lane Kiffin on Feb. 19 in Oxford, Mississippi. (Wesley Hitt/Getty Images)


By Maria Cantwell | 2026-06-11
Maria Cantwell, a Democrat, is a U.S. senator from Washington.
Today, more than half a million athletes participate in college sports, many of whom go on to become the nation's brightest community, business and political leaders. College athletics provides young people across America opportunities to strive for the highest levels of their abilities, compete to win while learning sportsmanship and, most importantly, discover how to grow and thrive as a team.
Many of these athletes represent the United States at international competitions. Three out of four members of the 2024 U.S. Olympic team in Paris were current or former college athletes.
But the nation's collegiate sports system is at a breaking point. Since late 2023, more than 100 programs have been cut. At least 1,000 roster spots and athletic scholarships in non-revenue-generating sports have been impacted by program cuts, largely to pay for an arms race of out-of-control spending in football and basketball. A shared national pastime has become a free-for-all: money flowing with few guardrails, players and coaches constantly moving, and schools struggling to keep pace.
Without new rules, the future looks like a few thriving super leagues while smaller university athletic programs, women's teams and Olympic sports wither away. Without new tools and clearer lines to adjust to this new reality, college sports and academic institutions will suffer.
That is why I introduced the bipartisan Protect College Sports Act with Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas). The bill establishes federal rules that will preserve opportunities for all athletes, ensure fair competition among historic regional rivalries, and could unlock billions in new media rights revenue to support universities and compensate the players who proudly wear their uniforms. By prohibiting conferences that had more than $1 billion in revenue in 2025 from merging or consolidating with another conference, the legislation would also prevent the formation of a super league that could essentially control college football. 
The inspiration for the Protect College Sports Act is to enshrine, for the first time in federal law, the ability of athletes to earn compensation for their name, image and likeness (NIL) and receive their fair share of profits generated from media, ticket sales, advertising and sponsorships. However, while NIL opportunities and revenue sharing dominate headlines, only a small fraction of college athletes receive revenue sharing, with less than two percent ultimately turning professional. Expanding media rights revenue would also protect pathways for hundreds of thousands of nonrevenue college athletes, many of whom are using their talent to access an education that might otherwise be out of reach.
This legislation would also establish federal policy and standards to help shield athletes from harmful practices used against them in past decades. These rights include academic safeguards, scholarship guarantees, health care, safety standards, whistleblower protections, transparency requirements and protection from unscrupulous agents. It also ensures that female athletes receive equal treatment for transportation, lodging, medical care and facilities when they compete in championship events or tournaments. Student-athletes would no longer be recruited on the promise of a scholarship, only to have that support withdrawn when they are injured while playing.
The bill also corrals the arms race among conferences, coaches, agents and collectives seeking to outspend one another with the goal of buying a national title. Championships should not be controlled by the same top few teams or billionaires who want their alma mater to have a lopsided advantage. New rules will rein in bad behavior by holding schools accountable to the revenue-sharing limits they agreed to in last year's House v. NCAA settlement. The bill also prevents boosters from cheating by using fake NIL deals. This will ensure that the real competition is on the hardwood and the gridiron.
The spending pressures have become so extreme that some schools are charging student fees to make up sports budget deficits. James Madison University tacked on more than $2,400 to each student's annual enrollment costs to support athletics. This exorbitant spending includes contracts such as the $54 million buyout for Louisiana State University football coach Brian Kelly, who was fired but still walked away with a huge payout. LSU then lured Lane Kiffin from Ole Miss to be its head coach with an eye-popping $13 million annual salary. Kiffin was hired right before he was supposed to lead the Rebels through the College Football Playoff, leaving Ole Miss athletes, alumni and fans in the lurch. Our bill would stop midseason football coaching moves.
Congress should come together behind this bipartisan proposal and protect the more than 500,000 collegiate athletes, including women and Olympic athletes who are now on the chopping block.
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1946 birthed three presidents -- and remade the world 
For better and worse.  

(Mr. Nelson Design/Illustration by Mr. Nelson Design/For The Washington Post; Getty)


By Joe Klein | 2026-06-11

(Illustration by Mr. Nelson Design/For The Washington Post; Getty)


Joe Klein writes the Sanity Clause newsletter on Substack.
The winter holidays of 1945-46 must have been a jolly time for the Greatest Generation. Many of them had just come home from the war and were reunited with honeys who had been waiting, hoping, delaying. A song from the era went, "Don't sit under the apple tree with anyone else but me ... till I come marching home." It was apple picking time. Spiked eggnog and pheromones were in the air. Fecundity was inevitable. 
Three American presidents were conceived that winter. They were born the following summer: Donald Trump on June 14 (technically late spring but well past Memorial Day), George W. Bush on July 6, Bill Clinton on Aug. 19. (I, barely a footnote, came along on Sept. 7.) We were the advance guard of the baby boom, and this summer those of us who are still here will all turn 80.
It was a relatively quiet summer, except for all those new babies. Winston Churchill had already announced the next struggle -- "an Iron Curtain has descended across the continent" -- but that seemed a blip on the horizon. Colonies were becoming countries. The United States recognized the Philippines' independence. Jewish terrorists bombed the British headquarters at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem; Gandhi marched in India. The maps hanging in American schoolrooms -- with vast pink swatches denoting British colonies and green for the French -- were about to become obsolete. The sun was setting on those empires.
But the most important thing about the summer of 1946 was peace. It was, in fact, the beginning of the Great American Binge. What followed was amazing: Over the next 20 years, our parents' generation succeeded beyond their wildest dreams, with even relative failures among them landing in the suburbs, in tract houses that they owned (that the government helped pay for). There was never a time like it, TV and frozen TV dinners and Little League. I was among the first to test the polio vaccine. It worked! And it presaged the end of the plague era, one of the great triumphs of our time. 
The generation -- we -- who grew up in unprecedented prosperity and safety would become notorious in our own minds. We certainly talked, wrote and sang a lot about ourselves. Clinton, Bush and Trump would be our presidents (Obama, too, technically, but not really; Joe Biden was a few years too old to count, officially). And, because of our demographic heft, there would be an arrogance to us. Marketers would target us; they still do. All those pharmaceutical ads clotting the news programs are about us. 
Above all, there was a freedom born from the absence of threat. The children of affluence would rebel, and then rebel against rebelling, and grow prosperous. They would be liberated by low prices and the birth control pill; they would excel at entertaining themselves -- and the rest of the world. "Your generation taught us a lot about food," said my mother, who never got over the Great Depression and was eternally amazed by the array at the supermarket. (Donald Trump's father built one of the first supermarkets within New York City's limits.) 
Along the way, we would shepherd some of the greatest human rights advances in history -- toward greater equality for Blacks, for women, for gays. We would become aware of the environment. Blue skies adorned formerly smoky cities; the river in Cleveland no longer caught fire. A new medical or technological marvel seemed to change our lives every week. We pretty much stopped smoking cigarettes; some of us started smoking marijuana. Seat belts were fastened.
But what more can be said about them -- us -- now that we approach the last, inescapable hurdles? 
The three presidents who first opened their eyes during the summer of 1946, who graduated college in the hectic spring of 1968, are extremely different men. They have little in common. Bush is old money, reinventing itself in Texas; Trump is new money, living in Queens -- where I was born -- and pining for Manhattan. Clinton never knew his father; his stepfather was an auto salesman in the naughty town of Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
Their moms were formidable keepers of the hearth (and, in Clinton's case, bettor on the ponies). Their fathers were more problematic. They were harder to match. 
George H.W. Bush was a war hero and, by all accounts, a lovely man -- difficult to rebel against, though W. tried hard, at a time and in a class where a smidgen of rebellion was deemed necessary. Fred Trump had apparently been arrested at a Klan rally -- in Queens -- as a young man and had been investigated for profiteering in the housing market during World War II. But he escaped punishment in both cases, a lesson his son clearly learned about the slippery limits of the law. Clinton's stepfather beat his mother; Clinton once broke down the bedroom door to protect her when he was a teenager. And yet he took the man's last name. Absent a steady dad, he grew up flagrantly eager to please. 
All three men indulged in the indulgences of the era. Clinton and Trump, famously so, with women, though both were, more or less, teetotalers. (Clinton, I believe, really didn't inhale.) Bush reformed himself, finding religion after a period of excess, his subsequent discretion impressive. And all three avoided service in their generation's war, Vietnam -- a war of choice that could only have been undertaken by a prosperous nation. (I avoided service as well.) The lack of service, sacrifice and discipline may be the thing Trump, Bush and Clinton have most in common.
And what now? We boomers are pretty much done politically. I suspect the next turn will be a "kinder, gentler" Trumpism. The country hasn't yet assimilated our immigrants -- or caught up to the human rights advances that defined our generation. 
We exit, less mature than we should have been, less responsible than our parents were. In some ways, we're a flashy act to follow; in others, a historic disappointment, leaving our children a world less secure than the one our parents enjoyed as the New Year dawned in 1946.
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The Post's View
A new sunscreen finally survives the glare of FDA bureaucracy
A 1938 law has prevented Americans from accessing better sunscreen products.

A baseball player applies sunscreen in Anaheim, California. (Ashley Landis/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-06-10
The Food and Drug Administration approved a new sunscreen ingredient this week for U.S. markets. That shouldn't be remarkable. Yet this is the first time the agency has done so since 1999, thanks to an 88-year-old law.
The active ingredient, bemotrizinol, was first authorized by European regulators in 1999 and has been a staple in products there ever since, as well as in countries such as Japan and South Korea.
The reason for this disconnect is a 1938 law that classified sunscreen products as drugs to be regulated by the FDA. That has required time-consuming animal testing and clinical trials to prove that they every new variety is safe to be sold over the counter.
Other countries treat sunscreen products as cosmetics, making it much easier for them to hit the shelves. There is no evidence that such an approach has resulted in any safety issues.
It's allowed Europe to approve twice the number of ingredients as the U.S. that can be used as filters for ultraviolet rays, giving their shoppers more options to prevent skin damage from the sun.
Skin cancer is the most common cancer globally, and while it is treatable, it will kill more than 8,500 Americans this year and cost billions of dollars. 
Applying sunscreen is a simple way for people to reduce that risk, yet regulations have blocked more effective products and choked off competition, resulting in higher prices, which causes people to use less of it.
The sunscreen approved on Tuesday was first submitted for FDA review more than 20 years ago, and the byzantine process cost its manufacturer roughly $20 million. No startup could absorb such a waste of time and money to get their product to market.
Congress has twice attempted to fix this problem. In 2014, a law required the FDA to respond to its large backlog of sunscreen applications. It did so by by rejecting all of them and demanding more data. 
In 2020, another law streamlined the agency's rulemaking process. Bemotrizinol is the first active ingredient to reach approval under those reforms. It shouldn't have taken six years.
Consumers don't typically understand what the government doesn't allow them to have. Imagine how many other products have been stifled by similarly unnecessary bureaucracy.
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Cartoon by RGJ
RGJ cartoon on wellness trends.

(RGJ/The Spectator)


By RGJ | 2026-06-10

(RGJ/The Spectator)
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An anniversary cage match? America has seen this humiliating spectacle before.
There are echoes of 1926 in Trump's attempt to celebrate a national milestone with a prizefight.

The UFC Freedom 250 arena on the South Lawn of the White House. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Theodore R. Johnson | 2026-06-10
One hundred years ago, when enthusiasm for the country's 150th anniversary was fading, a prizefight was held to help revive the celebration. A record-setting crowd packed a newly built stadium in September 1926 to watch the world heavyweight boxing champion fight a top-tier contender and U.S. Marine veteran. Not everyone was happy about it. In a letter to the editor of the New York Times, a reader declared the event to be nothing but a moneymaking venture, adding that "the whole thing is disgraceful and humiliating (or should be) to the American people." But in a 10-round bout at the official Sesquicentennial Exposition in Philadelphia, the champ's face battered and ego bruised, the Marine won by unanimous decision. It seemed an outcome almost too on the nose for a nation in need of esprit de corps.
Today, another anniversary celebration is turning to combat sports. On Sunday, President Donald Trump will mark the country's 250th anniversary by hosting a fight night at the White House. It is also his 80th birthday, so a 600-ton steel structure nicknamed "the Claw" has been built for the seven-bout event that serves to honor both occasions.
Americans, however, aren't all that excited. Six in 10 adults say the country's best years are behind it, few believe it is exceptional, and the president's disapproval rating is historically high. Ever the promoter, Trump has pitched the matches as a source of national pride. "This will be the greatest show on Earth," he said at a photo op with the fighters. "These are all the greatest champions in the world."
For both commemorations, a century apart, the bread-and-circuses spectacle of a prizefight arrived when the country was prosperous, powerful and mismanaging its success. The major debates of the day revealed vastly different visions of what the United States should be and whom it is for. The pageantry of combat served to capture the attention of a distracted or melancholic nation, a stand-in for the civic pride that the anniversaries and public officials couldn't manufacture.

Challenger Gene Tunney, left, holds off Jack Dempsey during their heavyweight title match in Philadelphia's Sesquicentennial Stadium on Sept. 23, 1926. (AP)


The similarities don't end there. At the 150th, President Calvin Coolidge used executive power to raise tariff rates and reduce regulatory oversight of corporations. He was skeptical of binding international agreements and used gunboat diplomacy in Central America and the Caribbean. Congress had passed a sweeping immigration law in 1924 that used racial and ethnic quotas to bar or sharply limit minority immigrants and arrivals from Southern and Eastern Europe -- a deliberate strategy, as the government put it, "to preserve the ideal of U.S. homogeneity." The federal government also did little to protect voting rights or equal citizenship for Black and Native Americans. 
Sound familiar?
Trump has likewise used executive power to impose tariffs and fill federal agencies with loyalists bent on an aggressive deregulatory campaign. He's taken a confrontational approach to the United Nations and NATO, embracing a transactional foreign policy that treats international obligations as liabilities and bilateral leverage as paramount. The president has deployed Special Forces and naval power in South America and the Caribbean to compel compliance with his interests. His administration has contested birthright citizenship and overseen the rolling back of voting rights protections. It has also restricted immigration and undertaken a ruthless mass deportation campaign as a means of reshaping the country and redefining what it means to be an American.
But there is one major difference: Coolidge and many of his policies were popular. Trump and many of his are not. In 1926, a public weary from World War I and enjoying a new consumerism mostly approved of tariff-based nationalism and racially restrictive immigration quotas. Even the famed boxing match occurred when Black fighters were prevented from competing for the heavyweight title, effectively restricting contention to  great white hopes for roughly two decades.
And yet that summer, Variety magazine proclaimed that the anniversary was "America's Greatest Flop" -- the world's fair feel of the 150th proved no match for the Roaring Twenties' consumerism. A popular president, born on Independence Day, in the world's newest great power at a historic milestone wasn't enough to keep Americans interested. The fight didn't change that.
A century later, an unpopular president, born on Flag Day, in a nation showing signs of democratic decline and rampant economic inequality, is unlikely to do better. While there will be an audience for the South Lawn brawl and general interest in semiquincentennial observances, the public mood is anxious and uncertain, neither enthusiastic nor celebratory. In a seeming attempt to address the nation's faltering faith, Trump's mix of revanchist policy and public spectacle suggests he's cast himself as America's great white hope at the nation's 250th.
But the real fight at 250 won't happen at the White House; history teaches that building esprit de corps requires more than the "world's greatest warriors," no matter how big the steel cage. Instead, it will be waged in the national debate about America's standing in the world and Americans' place in their country -- and that remains a split decision.
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Harris, Newsom, Buttigieg, Shapiro ... Early polls overlook a name.
The progressive lane still is wide open -- and Ro Khanna knows it.

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-California) at a town hall in Norco, California, on March 23, 2025.


By Henry Olsen | 2026-06-10
You're reading Margin of Victory, a newsletter on the 2026 midterm cycle. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including Henry Olsen's latest election analysis.
Henry Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
The early list of potential 2028 Democratic presidential nominees is pretty familiar. Former vice president Kamala Harris and California Gov. Gavin Newsom lead early polls, though Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (New York) capture attention, too. Former transportation secretary Pete Buttigieg is young and politically talented, as is Sen. Jon Ossoff (Georgia). Like Ossoff, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear has proved he can win on red terrain. 
There are several others, but here's a tip: Keep an eye on Ro Khanna, because his time in the sun is coming. 
Khanna is a transparently ambitious, ultraprogressive congressman from Silicon Valley. He first ran for Congress in 2004, at 27, against long-serving Rep. Tom Lantos, and got annihilated. Many young men would leave the arena after such an uninspiring debut, but not Khanna. Instead, he picked himself up, cultivated ties among the Valley's tech elite and served in President Barack Obama's Commerce Department. 
He found his opportunity for reentry in 2014. Again challenging a longtime incumbent, San Jose's Mike Honda, Khanna raised millions of dollars from industry titans such as Facebook's Sheryl Sandberg. He lost narrowly, then handily won a rematch in 2016, and has served in the House ever since. 
From there, Khanna could have followed a familiar, inside-game path, drawing on the important companies in his district to win clout in the halls of power. Instead, he almost immediately started to build a national reputation as an outspoken progressive advocate. Over years of appearances on Sunday talk shows, he has established a large national profile that's rare for a junior House member. 
His presidential ambitions have been no secret, and Khanna recently said he would consider a run after the midterms. He's been extremely active in endorsing and campaigning for progressive candidates across the country, exactly what one would expect a potential candidate to do. He's also broadened his appeal by teaming with archconservative Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Kentucky) to push for disclosure of investigative files on Jeffrey Epstein. 
Democrats have not nominated someone coming out of the House for president since 1896, when progressive firebrand William Jennings Bryan (Nebraska) enthralled the party's convention with his "Cross of Gold" speech. Modern campaigns reward those with national name recognition and fundraising ability, advantages that normally accrue to politicians who have served in the Senate or as a governor or vice president. 
Khanna, however, already has those attributes. His fundraising prowess is stunning: He raised over $9 million last year, putting him behind only Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) and progressive superstar Ocasio-Cortez in the House. He currently has nearly $17 million in his House bank account after adding $6 million this campaign cycle. That's money he could roll over into a presidential bid. 
But his biggest advantage is the wide-open lane on the party's left. The front-runners are all straddling the line between the party's center-left and left-wing factions, while people like Shapiro, Beshear and former Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel look likely to campaign as centrists. No one has seized an unabashedly progressive message seeking to represent what 2004's surprise contender, former Vermont governor Howard Dean, called "the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party." 
That lane is large and growing larger. Strongly progressive House candidates are popping up and performing well across the country. Chris Rabb and Adam Hamawy are the two most recent examples of victorious democratic socialists or ultraprogressives who won House primaries in safe seats, and many others are likely to do so over the next few months. Even losing candidates like Illinois' Kat Abughazaleh and Junaid Ahmed won more than 25 percent of the vote. 
Each cycle's surprise candidate typically emerges from a large party faction in search of a champion. In 2016, Donald Trump was the sole person campaigning against a stale party orthodoxy. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders's emergence came from the Democratic left. In 2008 and 2012, respectively, Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee and former Pennsylvania senator Rick Santorum leaped to the forefront of the Republican race as unabashedly religious candidates. In 2008, Sen. Barack Obama (Illinois) found an electric "hope and change" lane in a year when a Democratic front-runner named Clinton appeared destined to succeed a Republican president named Bush. 
This time around, all the evidence shows that perhaps as many as 40 percent of Democratic primary voters want an unabashed progressive at the top of the ticket. Khanna will be knocking on an open door if -- when -- he enters the race. 
Ocasio-Cortez is his main obstacle. She is better known than Khanna, and her fundraising prowess dwarfs even his. If she got in, she would immediately own the progressive lane. But fortune favors the brave, and if Khanna plunges into the race in January while Ocasio-Cortez dawdles, he could steal much of her constituency before she makes up her mind. 
And don't underestimate Khanna's chances of winning the nomination should he capture the left's imagination. The establishment beat Sanders in 2020 only when center-left candidates like Buttigieg and Sen. Amy Klobuchar (Minnesota) dropped out right before Super Tuesday to give Joe Biden an opportunity to consolidate that lane. 
I doubt Harris, Newsom and Buttigieg would make such a pact before the early contests, and they may all do well enough to give them reason to stay in through Super Tuesday. Under the Democratic Party's delegate-allocation rules, a progressive candidate who wins 35 to 40 percent in big contests against a fractured field could build a nearly insurmountable lead by mid-March. 
Perhaps this is what former Biden insider Ron Klain sees, too. Politico reported this week that he has been advising Khanna, which can only have national implications given Khanna's safely Democratic House seat. Expect to see other savvy party insiders make similar moves if AOC remains unclear about her 2028 intentions. 
Plenty of candidates have looked good on paper but stumbled trying to make the leap to the big stage. But this much is clear: There is a big lane in the 2028 Democratic presidential nomination race that's still open to an ambitious and talented politician, and Khanna has never been shy about taking risks to meet the moment. 
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Why Maine Democrats should back Susan Collins
Compromising on character always comes with a cost. 

Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Graham Platner with supporters in Blue Hill, Maine, on Tuesday night. (Robert F. Bukaty/AP)


By Jeff Flake | 2026-06-10
Jeff Flake, a Republican from Arizona, is a former U.S. senator and representative. He served as U.S. ambassador to Turkey from 2022 to 2024.
Maine Democrats went to the polls Tuesday and chose their nominee. Now they need to do something harder. Democratic leaders need to back incumbent Republican Susan Collins -- and Maine's Democratic voters should vote for her. 
I say this as a Republican who has spent the past several years arguing that my own party should place a higher premium on character, even at the cost of losing a race or two in the short term.
In 2017, when Sen. Jeff Sessions joined President Donald Trump's cabinet, Alabama Republicans nominated Roy Moore, who was credibly accused of pursuing teenage girls. When this information surfaced, many of my Republican colleagues in the Senate withdrew their endorsements. I went further and wrote a campaign check to Moore's Democratic opponent, Doug Jones.
In the end, Alabama sent a Democrat to the Senate for the first time in a generation -- and Republicans survived to fight another day. The seat returned to Republican hands when Jones was defeated by Tommy Tuberville just three years later. More important, the GOP did the right thing. 
Maine Democrats now face a similar choice.
On paper, Graham Platner is a compelling figure: Marine veteran, oysterman, political outsider, economic populist. He has energy and grassroots support. But the accumulating record of his personal conduct -- the sexting while married, the reported behavior toward women he dated, the controversial comments that keep surfacing -- raises serious questions about judgment and character that don't disappear because the issues are important or because a Republican senator is the alternative.
Democrats seem to be telling themselves what Republicans initially told themselves about Moore: Yes, but the stakes are too high. Yes, but the other side is worse. Yes, but we really need this seat. They are not wrong that every Senate seat matters. They are not wrong to want a stronger legislative check on the Trump administration. They are just wrong to think that these things matter more than character.
There is other precedent for voting across the aisle. In 1991, when David Duke, a former Ku Klux Klan leader, advanced in a jungle primary for governor of Louisiana, leading Republicans didn't hold their noses and support him. President George H.W. Bush and prominent Republican senators crossed party lines to back Democrat Edwin Edwards, a man with considerable ethical baggage of his own but nothing comparable to Duke's odious views. (Bumper stickers even urged Republicans "Vote for the Crook: It's Important.") The Republicans understood that some choices are about more than partisanship. They chose country over party.
Some Senate Democrats are saying voters care more about housing and health care than about Platner's personal life. They say that Democrats need to win the seat to have any chance of securing a Senate majority and the power to block extreme Trump appointments to the judiciary and executive branch. Maybe. But those are also arguments that cause parties, over time, to rationalize away their standards until they have none left. 
I believe that voters in Maine know that they can do better. I think they will do the right thing and reject Platner's candidacy in November. The question is, will Democratic leaders help by encouraging voters to cross the aisle?
Democrats have built their coalition on a premise that women's voices matter and that character in public life is not optional. Those are excellent values to base a political movement on. Here is a chance to prove they mean it.
Both parties are stronger when they hold themselves to a standard. This is not idealism. It's how democratic institutions survive. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/06/10/jeff-flake-graham-platner-maine-democrats-face-test/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
Pay $50,000 to do her job? This nurse practitioner is suing.
States like Missouri need more health care providers. Loosening licensing rules can help fill the gap. 

(Adrian Astorgano/Illustration by Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


By Donna G. Matias | 2026-06-10

(Illustration by Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


You're reading Red Tape, a newsletter on the consequences of overregulation. Click here to get it in your inbox.
Donna G. Matias, an attorney in the Pacific Legal Foundation's economic opportunity practice, is representing Marcy Markes in her lawsuit.
For more than 30 years, nurse practitioner Marcy Markes has cared for patients in intensive care units and small-town clinics across Missouri. She holds degrees from the University of Missouri and runs an allergy and asthma clinic in Columbia. Missouri has a serious health care access problem, and its residents would be better off if experienced providers like Markes were free to provide the care they are licensed to give. Instead, a state law requires nurse practitioners to contract with a physician, which by some estimates can cost an average of $7,000 per year. The price tag for Markes to practice? $50,000 a year.
The law mandates that nurse practitioners have a "collaborative practice agreement" -- a contract Markes must enter with a physician to provide care. Without a CPA, she cannot legally order a routine lab test or write a prescription, despite holding a license that certifies her to do so.
Collaborating physicians can set their fees with no cap. There is, however, a limit on the number of CPAs a physician can participate in, which creates demand and drives up prices. This structure restricts nurse practitioners' abilities to expand their businesses and provide care. A physician who collaborates with a maximum of six nurse practitioners could collect more than $300,000 annually just for signing paperwork.
Markes is suing the state of Missouri, with pro bono representation from the Pacific Legal Foundation, arguing that the CPA requirement is unconstitutional. Her case carries implications well beyond her clinic.
About 80 percent of Missouri is considered a "physician desert," meaning that routine primary care is distant or essentially inaccessible for a large portion of the state's population. Missouri has a substantial supply of licensed, trained nurse practitioners who could help fill that void. According to a 2025 study by the Rural Health Research Center at the University of Washington, there were 1,358 primary care physicians practicing in rural areas, compared with 1,761 nurse practitioners. There probably would be more of the latter if Missouri loosened licensing requirements. 
The CPA requirement can make practicing financially prohibitive for many -- and the consequences for those who practice without one are significant. A nurse practitioner who sees patients without a valid CPA faces license revocation, and practicing without a license could result in a fine of $10,000 per patient and criminal prosecution under a felony statute that could carry up to seven years in prison.
Defenders of CPAs argue that they exist to protect patients through physician oversight. But that rationale has grown harder to defend. Thirty-five states don't require CPAs, and there's no significant evidence that residents in these states receive inferior care as a result. Plus, those states consistently have better access: more providers, more clinics, more options in rural and underserved communities. If the agreements genuinely improved safety, their absence would show up in outcomes. It doesn't. A study published in 2018 found that patients in states with independent nurse practitioners reported less travel times for a visit, more convenient scheduling and increased access to a consistent provider. It also found that increased availability of nurse practitioners in medically underserved communities would lead to a 30 percent increase in access to primary care services. 
CPAs give physicians government-backed leverage over a competing class of licensed professionals, along with the power to extract fees from them indefinitely. Missouri is one of 12 states that still impose full CPA requirements, and its rules are among the harshest in the country. The arrangement fits a familiar pattern in occupational licensing: a restriction framed in public-safety terms that functions, in practice, as protection for incumbent economic interests.
The constitutional argument in Markes's lawsuit reflects that reality. The Missouri Constitution guarantees every person "the enjoyment of the gains of their own industry." Requiring a licensed professional to purchase permission from a private party to exercise that license sits uneasily with that promise. The complaint also raises federal due process claims, arguing that imposing arbitrary and irrational burdens on a licensed profession -- with severe criminal penalties attached -- cannot survive constitutional scrutiny.
Courts have increasingly been willing to reassess occupational licensing laws that appear to serve entrenched economic interests more than consumer protection. Missouri's CPA regime presents a fairly clear case: a mandate with no demonstrated safety benefit, no fee limits and penalties severe enough to deter even well-credentialed professionals from practicing in the communities that need them most.
Missouri's legislature has had ample opportunity to follow the lead of the states that have loosened or eliminated CPA requirements. The failure of lawmakers to reform Missouri's licensing regime leaves practitioners like Markes fighting in court for the right to do work that her training, license and three decades of experience say she is fully capable of doing -- without writing a $50,000 check each year to prove it.
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These academic disciplines risk forgetting their core task
Some academics don't believe in truth. What are they researching for?

Students make their way around campus at Vanderbilt University. (William DeShazer/For The Washington Post)


By Gary Saul Morson | 2026-06-10
Gary Saul Morson is a professor of Slavic languages and literatures at Northwestern University.
Last week, a committee of scholars convened by Vanderbilt University released a report on the state of humanities and social sciences scholarship across the United States. 
The report assesses the extent to which scholarship has been compromised by a priori commitment to activism or political goals. Indeed, when Daniel Diermeier and Andrew D. Martin, the respective chancellors of Vanderbilt and Washington University, initiated the investigation in 2025, they were responding to "the dramatic erosion of support for the humanities and humanistic social sciences among students, parents, and government officials."
As one of the signers of the report, I am all too familiar with the fact that activist scholars sometimes play fast and loose with logic and evidence to justify conclusions dictated in advance by a political program. Those who dissent can risk serious damage to their careers. Journals have been forced to apologize for research they have published -- not because of poor logic or manufactured evidence, but because the results were politically unacceptable. 
The report cites an instance in 2017, when a leading feminist philosophy journal, Hypatia, published an article arguing that the case for a person's gender to be determined by inner gender identity could also apply to race. In response, over 800 people signed an open letter demanding an apology from the editorial board for harming "the most vulnerable to the intersection of racial and gender oppressions." Rather than replying that the objection did not address the article's arguments, the editorial board, hat in hand, offered "a profound apology ... for the harms that the publication of the article on transracialism has caused."
Some disciplines are more corroded than others. Anthropology seems to have largely abandoned the idea of truth independent of political utility, while analytic philosophy has generally maintained high standards. My own field of expertise, literary studies, is somewhere in between. The report is careful to avoid painting with a broad brush. But no matter where on the spectrum a field falls, the damage to public opinion affects all humanistic scholars.
It has long been fashionable among humanist academics to maintain that there is no such thing as objective truth and therefore no neutral standard to violate. Everything is political, and so any call for objectivity is a sham motivated by political concerns. All knowledge merely expresses the interests of a group.
The report provides examples. One pair of animal studies scholars wrote, "the academy has to accept, at least in principle, that all research is ideological and that claims to neutrality in research are nonsensical." The call for objectivity in social science, says a psychology scholar, is a way "to sanctify the ideology of white supremacy." A critical race theorist endorses the discovery that "the truth is that there are many truths, all of which are dependent on the perspective that the truth seeker brings. ... Truth, then, is profoundly subjective."
But if there is no objective truth -- if all discoveries are already supplied by prior political commitments -- why have university research at all? The point of research is to discover the unknown or to challenge the supposedly known, not to find new ways to affirm what is already accepted. If medical research only vindicated existing treatments, who would fund it? These scholars do not seem to appreciate that they have offered strong reasons to eliminate the humanities altogether. 
That, of course, would be a mistake. History, philosophy and literature help people explore complex questions of value and meaning; consider what constitutes a worthy life; acquire facility in ethical reasoning; and refine "our conception of what is possible for human beings," as the report says. The task of the humanities, it continues, "is not to manipulate us into following a party line but to provide each free person with the tools for making their own informed choices."
The report limits itself to scholarly research. But it is vital to consider as well how these academic trends have affected undergraduate teaching. Students have traditionally studied literary masterpieces so they can learn from humanity's keenest observers while developing skills to comprehend other such works in the future. If students in college do not develop the habit of acquiring wisdom found in literary and cultural monuments, when will they ever do so? Confined to an island of the present moment, with no appreciation of how people might think in times or places other than their own, students would be blinded to the human condition.
Usually, when an academic department strays from its proper goals, outside experts in the field can devise a remedy. But that won't work if the field itself has been corrupted.
The report urges extreme caution, but it also points out the need for action. Faculty are called upon right the ship of their disciplines. If they remain silent, others -- who may care less for the humanities -- will step into the breach.
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What else is caught in the Strait of Hormuz choke point
The closure is making fertilizer more expensive and hurting food production.

Workers spread fertilizer after planting potatoes at Bluff View Farms on April 24 in West Jefferson, North Carolina. (Allison Joyce/Getty Images)


By Mark Gee | 2026-06-10
Mark Gee is an engineer at Beck's Hybrids and council adviser to the World Food Prize Foundation.
A deal to reopen the Strait of Hormuz could come any day, but damage to the global food supply has already been done. Roughly a third of the world's seaborne fertilizer trade passed through the strait before the war in Iran stopped the flow entirely.
As a share of the global fertilizer market, what passes through the strait accounts for a small portion. But the price is set on the global export market, which means any disruption can have dire consequences for the global food supply. 
If the closure of the strait continues into the summer, the World Food Program estimates that the number of people worldwide who face food scarcity could grow by 45 million. This deadline is especially acute for fertilizer, which must be applied at specific moments in the crop cycle. A delay of even a few weeks forces farmers to reduce application or abandon it altogether. Food prices are already rising, and crops planted with less fertilizer will produce smaller harvests in the fall. The suffering a food shortage could inflict will hit months after the news cycle has moved on.
This is not an isolated risk. The Strait of Hormuz is one of several global choke points in international trade. A disruption to any one of them can be devastating for the food system. When Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, it affected Black Sea shipping routes, a critical export lane for the global wheat supply. The war caused a collapse in exports, and prices were soon 58 percent higher than the year before. Sanctions on Russia and Belarus then removed 40 percent of the world's potash fertilizer from the market, and prices more than doubled.
These higher costs were felt all over the world, but some areas were hurt more than others. In developing countries, farmers who couldn't absorb the costs simply used less fertilizer. This reduced yields, which made food even more expensive. The number of people at risk of hunger climbed from 193 million in 2021 to 258 million in 2022. 
The modern agriculture system feeds 8 billion people and is astonishingly productive. It is also alarmingly fragile. Decades of optimizing for efficiency have left the world's food dependent on a small number of routes, companies and inputs. In 2017, the British think tank Chatham House identified 14 trade choke points that handle over half the world's grain and fertilizers. Nearly all of them have suffered a major disruption since the turn of the century. 
The choke points are not limited to geography. Four companies process roughly 85 percent of the U.S. beef market. In 2021, a ransomware attack on the world's largest meat-packer, JBS, shut down a quarter of American beef processing capacity for several days. Meat prices rose and the company paid an $11 million ransom.
A concentrated system is more efficient and makes food cheaper, but it sacrifices resilience in the process. A system with one major fertilizer corridor is cheaper than a system with three, but also more brittle. The world is now paying the bill for that trade-off.
Instead of waiting for the next supply shock, the global food system should be diversified as much as possible and fortified where it isn't. That means rejecting the principle that every input must come from the cheapest source. 
Some companies were already taking the initiative to diversify their supply chains before the closure of the strait. Last year, the fertilizer manufacturer CF Industries announced plans to build a new factory in Louisiana. Other companies have boosted production at existing plants to help make up for the decline in global supply. 
In the United States, Congress should invest in the Mississippi River locks, the Pacific Northwest grain terminals, and the rail capacity connecting them, so a drought on one river or a closure at one port cannot strand an entire harvest. Antitrust enforcement against the meatpacking oligopoly would broaden supply chains while delivering better prices for farmers and consumers alike. The U.S. should also lead an international effort to expand fertilizer production capacity outside the Persian Gulf. 
Fortifying vulnerabilities should include improving cybersecurity for agriculture infrastructure and repairing or replacing aging components to protect against weather-related disruptions. Net-importer countries should also establish strategic grain and fertilizer reserves to ensure a shipping disruption is more manageable and doesn't lead to famine.
For wealthy countries, failure to prepare for another disruption in the food supply will mean higher prices and some empty grocery shelves. For the hundreds of millions of people who already live on the edge of food scarcity, the same scenario can cause starvation. Reducing the world's reliance on these choke points would protect the food supply the next time global trade is under threat.
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Gunman expected to plead guilty to killing Minnesota lawmaker Melissa Hortman
Vance Boelter is facing both federal and state charges related to the fatal shootings of state Rep. Melissa Hortman (D) and her husband, Mark, and in an attack on state Sen. John A. Hoffman (D) and his wife, Yvette, that left them critically injured. 

A photo of Minnesota state Rep. Melissa Hortman and her husband, Mark, at their June 28 funeral in Minneapolis. (Alex Kormann/Minnesota Star Tribune/Pool/AP)


By Sheilan Regan, Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-06-11
MINNEAPOLIS -- The man accused of assassinating a former speaker of the Minnesota House and her husband last year in what authorities have described as an act of targeted political violence is expected to plead guilty to related charges Thursday in federal court. 
In a letter to the judge Wednesday, Justice Department attorneys said they had struck a proposed plea deal with Vance Boelter, 58, of Green Isle, Minnesota, as part of an agreement in which the government would opt not to pursue the death penalty against him. The remaining terms of the agreement -- including the specific counts to which Boelter is expected to plead guilty -- were not outlined in the message. 
U.S. District Judge Dulce J. Foster has scheduled a hearing Thursday morning to accept Boelter's changed plea. 
Boelter is facing both federal and state charges related to the fatal shootings of state Rep. Melissa Hortman (D) and her husband, Mark, as well as the attack on state Sen. John A. Hoffman (D) and his wife, Yvette, that left them critically injured. 
The proposed plea agreement in Boelter's federal case -- in which he has been charged with felonies that include stalking and murder -- is not expected resolve the state's case against him, state authorities said. An attorney for Boelter did not immediately return requests for comment Thursday. 

FILE - This booking photo provided by the Hennepin County Sheriff's Office shows Vance Boelter in Green Isle, Minn., on June 16, 2025. (Hennepin County Sheriff's Office via AP, File) (Hennepin County Sheriff's Office via AP)


The stunning June 2025 rampage that Boelter is accused of carrying out was part of a wave of recent incidents that have sparked alarm about the rise of politically motivated violence in the United States. 
Months before the attacks, an arsonist set fire to the residence of Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D), later telling police he was motivated by "hatred" toward the governor. Three months after the Minnesota slayings, conservative commentator Charlie Kirk was fatally shot during an event on a college campus in Utah. And earlier this year, law enforcement said, an armed man stormed the White House correspondents' dinner in Washington, attempting to harm Trump administration officials who were in attendance.
But even against that backdrop, the attacks in which Boelter has been charged stood out both for the number of intended targets and the meticulous planning authorities say led up to them. 
Prosecutors have said that Boelter stalked his intended victims over days and, during a 90-minute span in the early hours of June 14, shot the Hoffmans and then traveled in a vehicle disguised as a police SUV to the addresses of at least two other state lawmakers. Neither was at home. 
He then went to Hortman's Brooklyn Park home, where local police conducting a welfare check on the former House speaker saw him fatally shoot her husband, according to law enforcement officials.
Authorities captured Boelter 48 hours later near his home, about 50 miles outside Minneapolis, after what officials described as the largest manhunt in the state's history. 
Friends have described Boelter as an avidly evangelical Christian and occasional preacher who spent most of his career in the food industry while dreaming of launching a security business. 
Prosecutors have since said he confessed to the attacks in a rambling, delusion-filled letter addressed to FBI Director Kash Patel in which he claimed he had been acting on secret orders from Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D). 
In the letter, Boelter maintained he had been secretly trained by the U.S. military and that Walz had ordered him to kill the state's two U.S. senators, Amy Klobuchar (D) and Tina Smith (D). Boelter said he did not want to participate and did so only because his family had been threatened and that his victims were somehow part of that alleged plot, prosecutors have said.
Boelter's expected guilty plea Thursday comes days after the Justice Department announced it would not seek the death penalty in his federal case. 
While the Trump administration has pushed to expand the use of capital punishment in federal crimes, recent developments in another high-profile murder case had prompted some doubt about whether prosecutors would be able to sustain a death penalty conviction against Boelter. 
A federal judge in Manhattan recently scuttled the Justice Department's plan to pursue death penalty charges against Luigi Mangione, who is accused of gunning down UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson in 2024 outside of a New York hotel. 
To secure a capital conviction, prosecutors would have had to prove that Thompson's killing occurred during the commission of another violent crime. The judge in that case ruled that stalking does not qualify as a crime of violence. 
Boelter is facing the same combination of stalking and murder charges in the deaths of the Hortmans. 
This is a developing story and will be updated. 
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Why religious construction is on the rise when most other building has stalled
Spending rose 17 percent last year, with a focus on affordable housing, as congregations grapple with the changing role of faith institutions.

An affordable housing development located above Central United Methodist Church in Arlington, Virginia. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


By Michelle Boorstein, Federica  Cocco | 2026-06-11
For a century, Central United Methodist did church the standard way. Its 95-foot steeple was a beacon in growing Arlington County, Virginia. Worshipers sat in wooden pews, and over the decades expansions were made to add a school and a gym.
But last year, the church completed a much more radical transformation, building an uber-modern, eight-story affordable housing tower on its property and tucking a sanctuary and space for vital community services onto the first floor. 
The total makeover, priced at $84.8 million, reflects a striking national trend. In the past three or four years, the category the U.S. Census Bureau calls "religious construction" has boomed, spiking as the rest of nonresidential construction has nose-dived and then flattened. 
In 2025 alone, spending on religious construction rose 17 percent, the fastest growth of any private nonresidential category, the bureau said. Almost everything else built -- offices, hospitals, factories, shops -- was flat or in decline.
The surge comes in an era of major flux in how Americans find and express their religious and spiritual values. The percentage who say religion is "very important" to them stands at 45 percent, its lowest point since Gallup began asking, in 1965. Fewer than 1 in 3 adults told Gallup that they go to religious services each week.
The vast majority of Americans -- 70 percent -- still are affiliated with a faith. But what that means, institutionally, is changing as people find meaning-making communities online or in other expressions such as political activism. 
That has demanded major pivoting by religious institutions. Experts say those forces are largely what is driving the religious construction boom, as institutions try to meet the moment. Also contributing to the trend are the pandemic, population shifts and a spate of new laws to make religious construction easier.
"Churches are experiencing some major shifts. The needs of people in these buildings are very different than they were 100 years ago when a lot of buildings were built," said the Rev. Sarah Harrison-McQueen, pastor at Central UMC. 
There has been a push in the past decade, she said, to recognize that "if you're not using your building more than an hour a week, you're wasting your resources."

A photo of the original Central United Methodist is displayed in the church's hallway. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)



The sanctuary this month. The stained-glass panels are from the church's previous building. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


During the pandemic, many congregations halted construction and renovations as uncertainty over attendance and finances made it difficult to plan. Scott Thumma, who runs the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, said those stalled building campaigns began ramping up in late 2022 and have been arriving in waves ever since.
The pandemic shutdown also allowed congregations to step away from day-to-day life and assess what they really needed out of their buildings, Thumma said. It led some to acknowledge the shrinking of their more traditional activities and to find other uses for their property, leading to construction. 
Many congregations realized during this period that their buildings needed upkeep work and launched post-pandemic capital campaigns, Thumma said. For some congregations, a shift to online giving when buildings were closed led to an increase in financial resources.
At the same time, several states passed laws making it easier for houses of worship to build affordable housing on their land. Virginia Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) signed the Faith in Housing Act in April, following similar legislation in California in 2023 and Florida in 2025. States including Connecticut, Massachusetts and Illinois are weighing their own bills.
A Rutgers University report published in March documented 200 religious housing projects across the country between 2015 and 2025, producing nearly 10,000 affordable units. The pace accelerated from roughly six projects completed in 2015 to around 31 in 2024.
Another reason for the boom in church construction, according to Thumma, is a trend among larger churches to grow by opening smaller satellite campuses rather than building in the same spot. Experts say that opening smaller branches is logistically and financially easier than getting permits for an even bigger main building, and that smaller sites are better able to reach different language or cultural groups.
In the Northeast, Catholic populations are consolidating and moving to the Sun Belt. This hasn't yet led to many new parishes, but experts say it is leading to expansions, updates and other new construction for existing congregations. 
In Virginia, Central's radical building transformation was fueled by some soul-searching years ago among the congregation, which sees about 55 people on an average Sunday. They pondered what they wanted the church's role to be and the importance of its building, even as they noticed in a new way how many homeless people lived in the surrounding streets. 
Once they decided to move forward in 2014 with affordable housing, it took a decade of rejected applications for tax credits, covid delays and neighborhood conversations before the project could happen. A good chunk of funding ultimately came from a pool that Amazon had given the state as part of its deal to build HQ2, its massive East Coast Hub, in Arlington. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) The church covered about $11 million of the cost.

An apartment at Unity Homes at Ballston, the affordable housing development above Central United Methodist Church. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)



The building also hosts a preschool. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


St. Gabriel Catholic Church, in Cave Creek, Arizona, in the Phoenix area, hopes to break ground next year on a 152-unit senior living facility next to the parish, on church property. With assisted living and some memory care, the project was driven by the idea that Catholics in particular need to attend worship in person, to receive Communion, and that being a golf cart's ride away would deeply improve older congregants' lives.
The project is being done with Acanthus Senior Living, which also plans to build four similar facilities in the fast-growing Phoenix diocese. Bart Shea, CEO of Acanthus, said 70 parishes around the country are interested in similar projects.
The arrangement took nine years of planning and was complicated in part because to get financing, the building had to be open to non-Catholics. The parishes will lease the land to the builder, who will pay them back 10 percent of profits.
"No one else was dumb enough" to take on the complexity, said Shea, a Catholic who said he's haunted by his mother's desire to go to Mass in her final days -- a wish he was able to fulfill in only a limited way because of distance.
Shea said what's driving these projects is the shortage in the country for appropriate housing for seniors.
Warren Wooten, assistant director for affordable housing for the city of Charlotte -- and an active, lifelong churchgoer -- said conversations about what to do with religious buildings "are really hot across the nation. It's blowing up everywhere." 
Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles in late 2024 established Faith in Housing, which helps faith-based groups create affordable projects. In May 2025, more than 400 people from 90 congregations came to a kickoff conference. As of now, Charlotte has 12 congregations going through an 18-week program to get ready for development.
"From what I've seen, there's a really a huge variety of ways people are thinking about the reality that, 'The way I've done church is fundamentally changing, and how do we as a faithful congregation respond well to those changes?'" Wooten said. "In some places, it's a dying church. They don't have the numbers, but they say, 'We want to leave a legacy here.'" 
Sometimes construction is about creating a new funding stream for the congregation's next project, he said. Sometimes it's a way to respond to new needs in the community, such as a rapid influx of immigrants. Some want to reimagine the church as a shared civic space.
That is part of what is happening in Arlington. Retirees Jeanie and Gene Cross were involved in getting Central remodeled, and now cook and serve food to the community twice a week at a new kitchen that looks more like a cafe, with big windows looking out at the street. 
"We both have a belief that it is important to live the life your religion or value system teaches," Gene Cross wrote in an email. "The building project at Central and the mission focus of our activities at Central and other areas are part of what we believe our faith teaches." 

Jeanie Cross, a longtime congregant at Central United Methodist, serves food at the Arlington church. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2026/06/11/construction-religious-buildings-is-rising-most-everything-else-stalls/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Trump vows to hit Iran 'very hard tonight,' take over Kharg Island and oil industry
        Victoria Craw, Siham Shamalakh

        President Donald Trump threatened to take Iran's most critical oil terminal "in the not too distant future," after fresh attacks on U.S. bases in the region.

      

      
        U.S. launches new strikes on Iran, hours after Trump issued warning
        Victoria Craw, Michael Birnbaum, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Joyce Lee, Meg Kelly

        U.S. Central Command said it went after "multiple targets" after the president said Tehran would "pay the price" for not making a deal.

      

      
        A new wave of anti-immigrant violence hits U.K. as riots convulse Belfast
        Amanda Ferguson, Steve Hendrix

        Attackers torched neighborhoods across Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, after a Sudanese asylum seeker was arrested and accused of stabbing a man.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump vows to hit Iran 'very hard tonight,' take over Kharg Island and oil industry
President Donald Trump threatened to take Iran's most critical oil terminal "in the not too distant future," after fresh attacks on U.S. bases in the region.

Ships in the Strait of Hormuz off the coast of Oman in April. (Reuters)


By Victoria Craw, Siham Shamalakh | 2026-06-11
President Donald Trump said U.S. forces will hit Iran "VERY HARD TONIGHT" after Iran launched waves of attacks against U.S. bases across the Middle East early Thursday,  raising fears that the escalating exchange will bring renewed combat to the region. 
Trump threatened another round of retaliatory strikes in the coming hours and said the U.S. would seek to control the country's oil and gas facilities, without offering specifics of how that might be carried out.
"At some point in the not too distant future, we will be taking Kharg Island, and other oil infrastructure points, and assume total control of their Oil and Gas Markets, much like we have with Venezuela," Trump wrote on Truth Social.
Kharg Island, about 15 miles from the Iranian mainland in the Persian Gulf, is the centerpiece of Iran's oil-based economy, with about 90 percent of Iran's oil exports moving through there. In March, the U.S. struck military targets on the site, but Iranian officials said the oil industry remained in operation. It has previously been the subject of speculation about a potential ground invasion, which would provide control over a critical Iranian asset but leave U.S. troops vulnerable to attack, The Washington Post reported. 
Shortly after his post on social media, Trump told Fox News that his "preference" has always been to take Kharg Island but that he was unsure if "America has the stomach for it."
"You'd make a fortune, but I don't know that America has the stomach, I think they'd like to see us come home," he said, in an apparent acknowledgment of the deeply unpopular war that has led to a spike in energy prices around the world.
Trump's comments came after a new round of bombing ratcheted up what was already the hottest week of combat operations since the U.S. and Iran agreed to a tentative ceasefire in April, and it raised further questions about Trump's repeated assertions that a overarching deal to end the war is close at hand.
An escalatory spiral started over the weekend after Israel carried out an airstrike Sunday in southern Beirut, targeting the Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah. That was followed by the first direct attacks between Iran and Israel since April, with two nations trading volleys of missiles until Trump demanded a halt. But after Iran downed a U.S. Army Apache helicopter in the Strait of Hormuz on Monday, the president quickly ordered retaliatory strikes, further imperiling the ceasefire and the start-and-stop negotiations.
Trump on Wednesday voiced frustration over the inability to clinch a deal. "Iran is all talk and no action," he posted on social media. "They've taken too long to  negotiate a deal that would have been great for them, now  they will have to pay the price!!!"
Later that day, U.S. Central Command said it struck communication systems and air defense sites across Iran. "The strikes are in response to Iran's unwarranted and continued aggression. U.S. forces remain vigilant, lethal, and ready," it said.
Iran's Thursday attacks targeted  five sites in Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan, according to Iranian state media: the Ali Al Salem and Ahmed Al-Jaber air bases in Kuwait, the U.S. Fifth Fleet headquarters and Sheikh Isa Air Base in Bahrain, and the Mowafq Al-Salti base in Jordan.
Iran's Foreign Ministry said that the U.S. strikes have rendered the April ceasefire effectively "meaningless" and that it remains determined to target the source of the attacks. 
The U.S. military did not immediately confirm the attacks on its assets in the region Thursday, but the U.S. Embassy in Jordan issued a security alert based on reports of missiles, rockets and drones in Jordanian airspace. 
Jordan's armed forces intercepted 20 missiles launched from Iran, the country's news agency reported Thursday. Authorities in Kuwait temporarily closed its airspace and said air defense systems were working to intercept hostile targets. Bahrain's Defense Ministry said it intercepted missile and drone attacks, and its Interior Ministry urged citizens to take shelter, saying an 11-year-old girl was injured by falling debris from drone interceptions.
The fresh wave of fighting· this week has raised fears of a return to widespread regional war, with world leaders calling for the increasingly strained ceasefire -- technically still in effect -- to be heeded.
U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said the consequences of further deterioration go far beyond the Middle East and called for a diplomatic settlement. "The ceasefire is more like a lesser-fire. We should not minimize the risks of lesser fire becoming full fire," he said. "No more attacks. No more excuses," he said. 
Qatar's Foreign Ministry condemned the "resurgence" of Iranian strikes in a statement Thursday, calling for the region to be spared the "consequences of these unjustified attacks" and for stability to be restored. 
In a sign of the war's widening regional implications, Centcom said Thursday it had fired missiles into the Jalveer tanker in the Gulf of Oman, in what marked the third commercial ship to be "disabled" by U.S. forces this week. The U.S. military had also struck the Palau-flagged vessels Settebello and Marivex, Centcom said, accusing them of violating a U.S. blockade of Iranian ports that has been in effect since April. 
India's shipping minister, Sarbananda Sonowal, said three Indian nationals were killed on the Settebello in an incident he described as "deeply unfortunate" in a post on X. "This is a profound loss to our maritime family," he said.
Randhir Jaiswal, a spokesman for India's External Affairs Ministry, said the government had summoned the U.S. charge d'affaires over the Settebello incident and called for a diplomatic end to the conflict and restoration of stability. "The continuing attacks on shipping in the region are deeply worrisome and are a direct result of the ongoing conflict in the region," he said in a Thursday news conference.
The recent escalations threaten to upend lengthy negotiations between the U.S. and Iran to secure a lasting peace deal, which Trump said this week were in the "final throes." 
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, speaking at U.S. Central Command headquarters on Wednesday afternoon, said U.S. strikes would "enhance our military interests and also enhance our diplomatic position" against Tehran. "If we need to negotiate with bombs, we'll negotiate with bombs. And we're very good at it," he said. 
The impact of Iran's strikes on U.S. military targets Thursday remained unclear. A U.S. official said Iran's assault a day earlier caused no significant damage or harm to U.S. personnel. Nearly all missiles and drones were intercepted or failed to reach their intended targets, the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to press. 
Iranian state media reported Wednesday that two desalination plants and a water tank serving the southern city of Sirik were destroyed during the U.S. attack, leaving 20,000 people without access to water during extreme heat. The strike has not been confirmed by U.S. authorities, but a legal expert said it raises questions about whether targeting civilian facilities is a military objective. 
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U.S. launches new strikes on Iran, hours after Trump issued warning
U.S. Central Command said it went after "multiple targets" after the president said Tehran would "pay the price" for not making a deal.

Vessels are anchored in the Strait of Hormuz, as seen from Musandam, Oman, on Wednesday. (Reuters)


By Victoria Craw, Michael Birnbaum, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Joyce Lee, Meg Kelly | 2026-06-11
The U.S. launched strikes on "multiple targets in Iran" late Wednesday afternoon Eastern time, U.S. Central Command said in a statement, without providing further details. Explosions could be heard in several southern Iranian cities, according to semiofficial Iranian news outlets. 
President Donald Trump had said Iran would have to "pay the price" after it responded to earlier U.S. strikes with a wave of attacks targeting U.S. assets across the Middle East overnight, adding to a fresh cycle of violence that threatens to upend the increasingly shaky ceasefire between the two countries. 
Trump on Wednesday morning appeared to threaten further military action against Iran in a post on social media. "They've taken too long to negotiate a deal that would have been great for them, now they will have to pay the price!!!" he wrote. 
"We're going to be attacking them and attacking them very hard," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, ahead of the renewed strikes.
Earlier Wednesday, Iran's Foreign Ministry condemned Tuesday's U.S. strikes and said Iran had "severely hit U.S. bases and assets in the region that were the source of these aggressions." 
Persian Gulf states have a "legal and moral responsibility" to prevent their territory from being used by the United States and Israel for further attacks, the ministry said in a statement, adding that Iran would "not hesitate to exercise its inherent right to defend itself."
Iran's strikes targeted 21 sites at U.S. bases across the region, the semiofficial Iranian media outlet Tasnim reported, including those operated by the U.S. Fifth Fleet based in Bahrain, Ali al-Salem base in Kuwait and a U.S. air base in Jordan.
U.S. Central Command did not immediately confirm those attacks, but Kuwait's military reported intercepting aerial attacks, and Jordan's armed forces said they had intercepted five missiles from Iran. Bahrain's military also said it had intercepted an unspecified number of Iranian missiles and drones. No deaths were reported. 
Kuwait's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the continued Iranian attacks constitute "a dangerous overreach that endangers the lives of civilians and the safety of vital and residential facilities."
The tit-for-tat strikes mark the latest bout of fighting in the Middle East, where ceasefire deals between the U.S. and Iran and between Israel and Lebanon appear increasingly tenuous, threatening to tip the region back into all-out war. 
On Tuesday, Centcom said it had completed "self-defense strikes" at Trump's direction following the downing of a U.S. Army Apache helicopter on Monday. 
The helicopter was shot down while patrolling the Strait of Hormuz, and two Army aviators were rescued by naval sea drone, in the first rescue of its kind, U.S. officials said. 
Trump said afterward that the U.S. "must, of necessity, respond to this attack" in a post on Truth Social. He also shared a short clip from "The West Wing" in which a fictional president, played by Martin Sheen, argues with aides about proportionate responses. 
Centcom said the U.S. strikes on Tuesday targeted Iranian air defense, ground control and radar sites, and were a "proportional response to recent attacks on U.S. forces and international commercial ships transiting regional waters."
Iranian state media reported early Wednesday that two desalination plants and a water tank serving the southern city of Sirik were destroyed during the U.S. attack, leaving 20,000 people without access to water in extremely hot weather, Abdulhamid Hamzehpour, the CEO of Hormozgan waterworks, which oversees the area, said in a statement. Temperatures there could surpass 100 degrees on Thursday.
Video posted online by the news outlet Tasnim showed shards of concrete around a rectangular building with a mural on its side. It reads: "Water is the pulse of life, let's not slow it down by wasting it." Long blue pipes run from an outer wall into the ground.
In another video, the camera pans down to reveal a pile of debris from the now-collapsed roof in the apparently empty structure. Severed rebar dangles from the top of a wall. The videos, which The Washington Post verified, did not appear to have been previously published. Satellite imagery shows that the building was intact in early May.
The structure "appears to be a typical water reservoir that is built in the Middle East," said Joseph Bermudez, a senior fellow for imagery analysis at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington-based think tank, who reviewed the imagery at The Post's request. Bermudez said that the facility sits on an elevated point and that water was probably drawn downward into the town by gravity.
Other experts who reviewed the imagery said that it was difficult to say for certain it was water infrastructure but that it appeared to be a storage vessel with pumps.
Photos published alongside the video showed remnants of a GBU-39 small-diameter bomb, a type that has been used by U.S. and allied forces in Iran, according to two munitions experts who reviewed the images at The Post's request. They said the damage could have been done by the guided, airdropped bomb, but without additional imagery it was difficult to be certain. The Post could not confirm exactly the where the bomb remnants were found.
The Israel Defense Forces said in a message that they did not participate in the attack. Capt. Tim Hawkins, a spokesman for U.S. Central Command, said officials were aware of the reports and were looking into them. Centcom did not provide additional details.
A second statement from Hamzehpour said that round-the-clock efforts had restored water to the affected areas.
Trump has faced criticism, including from human rights groups, over threats to attack vital infrastructure in Iran. Under the laws of war, such infrastructure could be either a lawful military target or a civilian object, depending on the facts on the ground, said Brian Finucane, a former legal adviser for the State Department.
"It is not clear if the water tanks were the actual target, but the strike raises major questions about whether it was a lawful military objective and about proportionality," he said. 
For weeks, Trump has said he was close to a deal with Iran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz and impose strict limits on Tehran's nuclear program. So far, though, the talks have not yielded the grand bargain he has promised, and on Wednesday morning he appeared to acknowledge that the two sides were not about to forge an agreement.
That leaves him in a tricky place politically as November's midterm elections draw closer, with gas prices high, oil reserves dwindling and growing frustrations from voters about the United States becoming embroiled in a war of choice in the Middle East.
Trump's options to use military force to solve his domestic political challenges appear limited. The joint U.S.-Israeli operation devastated many elements of Iran's military, and a U.S. naval blockade is putting pressure on Iran's economy. But Tehran has shown that it needs only a few mines and drones to throttle shipping traffic through the Strait of Hormuz and upend global energy markets -- giving it power that outstrips its military capabilities.
Vice President JD Vance acknowledged the uncertainty over the timeline for a deal in excerpts from an interview with CBS News that were released Tuesday, saying that "the deal could happen in the next week, but the deal could also happen months from now." He said the goal is to reach a permanent agreement that will outlast the Trump administration and restrain Iran's nuclear program.
On Wednesday, Trump said the United States has advised more than 200 ships on safely navigating the strait, releasing 100 million barrels of oil onto the global market. Two U.S. officials said the president was referring to an announcement in May that the United States would be guiding vessels through the strait but not sending Navy ships to escort them. 
"Nobody knows it," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "You know who doesn't know about it? Iran."
"Until right now," he said.
Susannah George and Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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A new wave of anti-immigrant violence hits U.K. as riots convulse Belfast
Attackers torched neighborhoods across Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, after a Sudanese asylum seeker was arrested and accused of stabbing a man.

Vehicles set on fire by protesters burn in east Belfast, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday, after the arrest of a Sudanese man accused of stabbing a man in the northern part of the city. (PA/AP)


By Amanda Ferguson, Steve Hendrix | 2026-06-10
BELFAST -- Masked men set houses, vehicles and a city bus ablaze in Belfast on Tuesday night, torching neighborhoods across the city after a graphic video of an alleged knife attack by a Sudanese asylum seeker went viral, igniting the latest anti-immigration violence to convulse the United Kingdom.
Ignoring pleas for calm from politicians and clergy, rioters rampaged through heavily immigrant neighborhoods in Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, in some cases going door-to-door and causing some families to flee under police protection. 
Men in balaclavas and hoods shouted "foreigners out," witnesses said. One family with children had to be escorted from a burning house, according to the BBC, and a family of Ukrainian refugees fled through their back door as the front door burned. 
Attackers set cars alight in an eastern Belfast neighborhood, stopping in one case after a neighbor told them the vehicle was owned by "locals." A member of Parliament from the Belfast area described the actions as a "race-based pogrom." 
The riots spread from Belfast to towns across Northern Ireland and reached into Scotland and England by nightfall. A heavy police presence remained Wednesday morning as officials braced for unrest to continue. Officials said some 200 backup officers from other parts of the U.K. were due to arrive Thursday. 
The Rev. Brian Anderson of the East Belfast Methodist Mission, who was at the scene overnight, said that many of the rioters were "young men out of control" but that the attacks seemed to be directed by a smaller number of older men. 
Anderson's congregation of native-born and immigrant parishioners was terrified, he said Wednesday morning amid the burned-out cars and broken glass along Lendrick Street. Many parents kept their children home from school, he said. 
Anderson condemned the violence but said underlying social tensions must be addressed. 
"I do believe this community does want to welcome immigrants, but they also want to have their housing issues and their employment issues dealt with," he said. 
The transit agency suspended services in parts of Belfast, after rioters pushed burning trash bins into a public bus. The Police Service of Northern Ireland said it received 13 reports of criminal damage and at least five of arson, some of which were treated as hate crimes. 

Masked youths block a road with burning debris in north Belfast on Tuesday. (Paul Faith/AFP/Getty Images)


The unrest was the most serious to grip the United Kingdom in nearly a year and placed fresh strain on a government already battered by a running national argument over race, immigration and police conduct that has been building since last summer.
The immediate trigger this time was a knife attack late Monday in north Belfast, in which a man in his 40s suffered significant injuries to his eyes and slash wounds to his face and back. Bystanders, including one man wielding a hurling stick, intervened to stop the attack and were credited with saving the victim's life. 
Word spread rapidly on social media that the attacker was a foreign-born asylum seeker. 
The suspect, a Sudanese national, was charged Tuesday with attempted murder. 
During an appearance at Belfast Magistrates' Court by video link Wednesday, he was identified as Hadi Alodid, 30, and was denied bail. 
The victim's family put out a statement Wednesday condemning the riots. "We want to make it absolutely clear that overnight unrest is not welcome, and peaceful protest is the only way forward," the statement said. "We have many migrants who make a deeply valuable contribution to our country, including in our healthcare system and hospitality sector and we depend on them to make our country work. We do not want this terrible tragedy to be used to divide people or fuel hostility."

Police vehicles come under attack from protesters in Belfast on Tuesday. (Peter Morrison/AP)


Northern Ireland's chief constable, Jon Boutcher, confirmed Tuesday that the suspect was living in the United Kingdom on a five-year visa granted in September 2023. Boutcher said the man was believed to have traveled to Paris from Sudan and then to Dublin before claiming asylum in Belfast. 
"There is no trace of this suspect on any of our national security databases, and he was not known to the Police Service of Northern Ireland," Boutcher said. Police said the attack was not being treated as terrorism.
Though Ireland and France are both members of the European Union, Ireland is not part of Europe's visa-free travel zone. It was not clear how he had traveled between the two nations. 
The Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom are part of a common travel union, and movement between them is unregulated. Anti-immigration activists have accused Ireland of being an easy entry point for asylum seekers and other migrants into Britain. 
Jim Allister, a member of Parliament from the Traditional Unionist Voice party said he believed unfettered access had made Northern Ireland "an open house" and blamed Prime Minister Keir Starmer's Labour Party for not doing more to stem migration. 
"We have a man probably fighting for his life because he is a victim of the open borders that this government has permitted," Allister said in a BBC interview. 
Tensions over immigration long predate Starmer's government, which took office in 2024 after 14 years of Conservative Party rule.
Video of the attack spread on social media Tuesday, and some right-wing leaders called for mass protests.

Protesters during an "Enough is Enough" protest in Southampton, England, on Tuesday, after the incident in Belfast. (Andrew Matthews/PA/AP)


The English anti-immigrant activist Tommy Robinson called the knife attack "yet another invader attack on our people." 
Elon Musk, the South Africa-born American billionaire, reposted Robinson's call for nationwide protests on X, writing: "Only by protesting REPEATEDLY and LOUDLY will there be any change!!"
The leaders of Northern Ireland's five main political parties issued a joint statement condemning the stabbing and urging calm, saying that "there is no place in our society for this kind of brutality." 
First Minister Michelle O'Neill wrote on social media that groups of masked men burning families out of their homes amounted to "nothing less than disgusting cowardice." O'Neill said there were "dangerous attempts to exploit" the attack to target innocent people simply trying to live, work and raise their families in Belfast.
Starmer called the knife attack "horrific" and "sickening." His office said "it is time for calm," and urged that police be given "time and space to investigate appropriately." Starmer and other senior politicians urged the public not to share the graphic video circulating online or to spread disinformation.
The Belfast riots, with some of the unrest concentrated in traditionally unionist parts of the city, are the latest upheaval in a prolonged crisis over race and immigration in Britain. Last June, Northern Ireland endured two weeks of anti-immigration rioting triggered by an alleged sexual assault in the town of Ballymena, which drove much of the town's Roma population to flee. 
More recently, violent protests erupted in May after Vickrum Digwa, 23, a Sikh man was convicted of murdering Henry Nowak, 18, university student stabbed in Southampton in December 2025. 
Police body-camera footage showed Nowak, who had been handcuffed, pleading with responding officers who did not recognize that he was seriously injured, saying: "I can't breathe" and "I've been stabbed." An officer told him: "I don't think you have, mate." 
Nowak died at the scene. Critics said officers treated Digwa, who claimed Nowak had attacked him "racially," with more deference than the victim. The footage fueled claims that British police were institutionally biased against White Britons, claims that prosecutors and ministers have rejected.
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Iran war is the worst hit to the global economy since covid, World Bank says
The World Bank says that the war is slashing global growth prospects and that a prolonged conflict could tip dozens of developing nations into years of stagnation.

Workers at a market for fuel oil and automotive fuel on March 17 in Irbil, Iraq. (Sedat Suna/Getty Images)


By David J. Lynch | 2026-06-11
The global economy -- tested by years of war, pandemic and trade tension -- is beginning to fray, as fallout from the U.S.-led war on Iran dents prospects for growth, the World Bank said in a new forecast.
World output this year is expected to grow at an annual rate of just 2.5 percent, down from 2.9 percent in each of the past two years, and the slowest pace since the onset of the covid pandemic in 2020, the bank's top economists said.
Soaring costs for oil, gas, fertilizers and industrial chemicals caused by the prolonged near closure of the Strait of Hormuz, which the bank calls "the biggest supply shock in 50 years," is straining developing and advanced economies alike.
"The global economy is not falling off of a cliff, but it has downshifted sharply and many developing economies are entering this shock with thinner buffers and fewer shock absorbers," said Ayhan Kose, the World Bank's deputy chief economist.
The new forecast is gloomier than the bank's January outlook, which saw the global economy largely weathering an era of trade uncertainty arising from President Donald Trump's tariffs.
Bank specialists cut their January forecasts for two-thirds of the world's nations, with Turkey, Bangladesh and South Africa suffering notable downward revisions.

A farmer measures fertilizer granules in an apple orchard in Srinagar, India, on May 23. The Iran war has disrupted fertilizer supplies. (Firdous Nazir/NurPhoto/Getty Images)


Nations adjoining the Persian Gulf war zone are expected to be hit hardest: Kuwait, Iraq and Qatar will see "near zero" growth in 2026, Kose said. The United Arab Emirates is projected to grow at a 2.4 percent rate this year, less than half the pace the bank expected before the war.
The 2020s appear almost certain to become a "lost decade" for dozens of developing nations that have made no progress closing the income gap with the advanced economies, the bank's Global Economic Prospects report said.
The United States -- fueled by mammoth investments in artificial intelligence -- remains a relative bright spot, expected to grow at a 2.2 percent annual rate, up slightly from last year's pace, and much faster than Europe and Japan. U.S. investments in AI-related infrastructure exceed such spending by all other nations combined, the bank said.
China is set to grow at a 4.2 percent rate, down from 5 percent last year and 0.2 percentage points below the bank's January outlook.
The war-related shock is occurring against a downbeat long-run backdrop. Global growth has softened steadily since the early 21st century, sapped by the impact of aging populations, declining private investment, trade tensions and rising public debt, said Indermit Gill, the bank's chief economist.
"The world economy is a lot less resilient today," Gill said.
The bank's new forecast assumes that Middle East energy and commodities trade will return to normal by the end of July and that Brent crude, the global benchmark, will average $94 per barrel this year.
But with the U.S. and Iran continuing to trade blows, despite a nominal ceasefire, bank officials noted the risk of further economic erosion.
If the war continues beyond July, oil prices will average $115 for the year, driving global growth to an anemic 2.1 percent rate, the bank said.

Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


An energy shock that drives down stock and bond prices would take an even larger toll on the global economy. Growth in that case would struggle to reach a 1.3 percent rate.
Public debt burdens are another worry. With annual budgets already deep in the red, the U.S. and other major nations would have limited ability to increase public spending in response to an economic crisis, as they did during the pandemic and the 2008 financial crisis, the bank warned.
For now, the global lending body is making available at least $50 billion in financing to buttress social programs in developing nations hurt by the slowdown. If the crisis persists, the bank said, it is prepared to roughly double that figure over a 15-month period.
"Our job is to help countries steady the ship, keep reforms moving, and emerge stronger on the other side," said Ajay Banga, the bank's president.
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Democrats want to target companies that buy back their own stocks
Lawmakers are proposing raising the excise tax on stock buybacks from 1 percent to 4 percent.

Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) looks over his notes while speaking to reporters on Capitol Hill this month. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Jarrell Dillard | 2026-06-11
Senate Democrats are proposing a bill that would raise the taxes companies pay when they buy back their own stock.
Publicly traded companies sometimes buy back outstanding shares from stockholders who are willing to sell in a move that increases the value of the remaining shares. CEOs can benefit from a stock buyback because much of their compensation is tied to the value of the company's shares.
Senate Democrats are calling for an increase in the federal tax corporations pay when they repurchase their own shares, an effort that has not been previously reported. The tax is currently at 1 percent of the share repurchases, but Democrats want to increase it to 4 percent. 
The effort revives a long-running debate over whether companies have used savings from tax cuts to help reward executives instead of investing in workers.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) is expected to introduce the bill Thursday, alongside Sen. Ron Wyden (Oregon), the lead Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts), the lead Democrat on the Senate Banking Committee.
The bill is not expected to make progress with Congress under Republican leadership, but the move is part of a larger effort Democrats are waging ahead of the midterms to show they are attuned to people's concerns about affordability and making companies pay their fair share.
"We're going to use the tax code to deal with affordability and to deal with increasing wages, reducing income inequality," Schumer said in an interview Wednesday with The Washington Post. 
The legislation reflects a broader criticism of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax cut law, which lowered the corporate tax rate from 35 percent of net profits to 21 percent. At the time, many large corporations promised the tax cuts would lead to more job opportunities and higher wages. Instead, Democrats point to data that suggests a significant share of corporate profits went toward stock buybacks, benefiting investors and executives who own the largest shares of stocks.
S&P 500 data shows stock buybacks jumped after the 2017 tax law took effect. Buybacks dipped in 2023 after Democrats passed a new 1 percent excise tax on stock repurchases as part of the Inflation Reduction Act signed by President Joe Biden, though the pullback was short-lived. Preliminary estimates show buybacks exceeded $1 trillion in 2025. 
Republican lawmakers have largely opposed taxing or limiting buybacks. Although Democrats are currently in the minority in both chambers of Congress, Schumer said the new proposal signals what Democrats will do on tax policy should they regain the majority.
Schumer said stock buybacks don't increase jobs or investments; instead, the practice "lines the pockets of the corporate executives, who are the wealthiest people around, and shareholders."
"It's shameful that wealthy shareholders and executives are profiting while American families pay through the roof for groceries, gas, and rent," Warren said in a statement. "This bill is an important step forward in making corporations pay their fair share."
Tax experts say the impact of a higher tax on buybacks depends on how companies respond. 
Garrett Watson, director of policy analysis at the Tax Foundation, said a 4 percent rate could dissuade some firms from stock buybacks, while generating revenue for the federal government. He estimated the higher tax rate could raise about $242 billion over a decade.
Alexander Arnon, director of policy analysis at the Penn Wharton Budget Model, said the existing 1 percent tax had a limited impact on corporate behavior. He said a higher rate would probably drive some changes in behavior, although it's not clear whether companies would raise wages or invest more in workers. He estimated the 4 percent tax on buybacks could raise approximately $300 billion over 10 years.
Researchers say part of the appeal of buybacks is that they carry lower tax rates than dividends, which are taxed immediately as income to shareholders, subject to higher tax rates.
Buybacks allow investors to benefit from stock price increases, and they are not taxed until the shares are sold. The difference has helped make stock repurchases a more attractive way for companies to give cash to investors and employees.
"It's just a powerful force, and [companies] have just shown how relentless they are ... about buying back their stock," said Chuck Marr, vice president for federal tax policy at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. 
He said it is hard to see how much of an effect a higher rate on buybacks would have on companies, "but it will raise real money."
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New Fed chief may soon be forced to defy Trump and raise interest rates
Kevin Warsh will hold his first policy meeting next week with inflation at a three-year high and a president who expects lower borrowing costs.

Kevin Warsh, left, shakes hands with President Donald Trump after being sworn in as the Federal Reserve chair last month. (Roberto Schmidt/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-06-11
President Donald Trump's new Federal Reserve chair, Kevin Warsh, previously argued that the Fed had room to cut interest rates, a message that made him attractive to a president who has long viewed cuts as a top priority.
Only weeks into his role as chair, Warsh is confronting rekindled inflation· that may eventually force him to do the opposite on rates, defying President Donald Trump, to exercise the Fed's strongest tool to fight inflation.
This week's consumer price index showed inflation topping 4 percent on an annual basis for the first time in three years. The hot inflation report landed about a week before Warsh chairs his first regularly scheduled policy meeting and one that could set the early terms of his tenure. And the news follows a stronger-than-expected jobs report reflecting resilience in the labor market, the other part of economy the Fed watches.
The Fed is designed to operate independently of the White House, setting interest rates based on its best assessment of the economy rather than short-term political pressure. That independence has long been considered a cornerstone of the central bank's credibility -- and a source of tension with some presidents, especially Trump, who wants dramatically lower borrowing costs.
"A critical test for Warsh in the early going will be whether he delivers the cuts Trump so strenuously demanded," said David Wilcox, an economist at Bloomberg Economics and the Peterson Institute for International Economics. "Depending on how economic circumstances unfold, Warsh and his colleagues may be put in the difficult position of having to defy Trump by not delivering rate cuts and conceivably even hiking them."
The logic behind a potential rate increase is straightforward: With the economy running hot, punctuated by the surprisingly solid jobs market, higher interest rates would raise borrowing costs on an array of loans, cooling demand and preventing the economy from overheating. It is the Fed's classic role, in the words of a former chair, to take away the punch bowl just as the party gets going. The question is whether Warsh will pull that lever, and when.
The Fed is almost certain to hold rates steady at its meeting next week. But investors increasingly predict the central bank will move toward higher rates before the end of the year. 
The Fed's short-term benchmark rate ripples through the financial system, shaping what millions of Americans pay for mortgages, car loans and other forms of borrowing. The Fed doesn't directly set those interest rates, though it does influence them.
Warsh is unlikely to telegraph his next move, and he may in fact begin a shift toward communicating less about his projections about the economy. One subtle move: He may cut language in the Fed's policy statement that has suggested a rate cut is more likely than a rate increase. That change alone would reflect a meaningful shift for the financial markets that closely parse every word emanating from the central bank. 
Some Fed officials have signaled growing impatience with the hope that inflation will simply fade on its own. Cleveland Fed President Beth Hammack said last week it "may soon be appropriate to act" on inflation -- language widely read as a signal she could push for a rate hike  this summer. Dallas Fed President Lorie Logan has also indicated  openness to higher rates. 
Vincent Reinhart, a former Fed official who spent years drafting the Fed policy statements, said he thinks Warsh can navigate the politics without ever getting to a hike -- at least for now. By stripping out existing language in its post-meeting statements that has signaled a bias toward rate cuts, Warsh can satisfy the inflation "hawks" on his committee.
"There is a practical political benefit from cutting out the guidance," said Reinhart, now at BNY Investments. "It makes the target you put on your back smaller."
Warsh can also signal he is an agent of change simply by reworking the post-meeting statement that has accumulated decades of boilerplate language that adds little value and takes up a big chunk of the document, Reinhart added.
At his White House swearing-in ceremony last month, Warsh pledged to lead a "reform-oriented Federal Reserve." He has yet to comment publicly on interest-rate policy. Warsh has since tapped two conservative policy veterans as interim advisers, one of whom helped write the chapter on overhauling the Fed in the conservative Project 2025 blueprint.
Trump said he wanted Warsh to be "totally independent," while adding what he hopes that independence will yield. "You get the interest rates down, everybody's going to be very, very happy," he said after Warsh's swearing-in ceremony. Asked on NBC's "Meet the Press" whether he would support a rate increase, Trump said he wanted Warsh to "do whatever he wants." Then he added, "We should actually lower interest rates."
Veteran Fed watchers say Trump misunderstands how monetary policy actually works. The president tends to think of interest rates the way a real estate developer would, from the borrower's side, rather than as a macroeconomic tool. If Warsh were to cut rates now, longer-term rates set by the market would likely rise in response, as investors demand higher returns in anticipation of higher inflation. That pushes up mortgage rates and undermines the very relief Trump craves. The bond market, already in a sour mood, would punish the move.
The inflation toll is showing up in the data. Consumer sentiment has fallen to its lowest level on record, while inflation expectations remain elevated and are moving in the wrong direction.
Though inflation has been fueled by successive supply and energy shocks, compounded by fiscal stimulus, it's the Fed that now has a credibility problem: It is the institution specifically charged with price stability, and inflation has remained above target for more than five years, said Diane Swonk, chief economist at the accounting and consulting firm KPMG. She projects the Fed will raise rates twice this year.
"At the end of the day, the Fed's job is to make sure that does not continue," she said.
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Prices are soaring on these everyday grocery items, driving up inflation
Americans are paying more particularly for produce and baked goods, among others, driven by the Iran war, tariffs and drought.

Lettuce at a grocery store in Austin last month. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


By Amy B Wang, Federica  Cocco | 2026-06-10
If trips to the grocery store have stung more recently, it's not your imagination: Inflation is the highest it has been in three years·.
The consumer price index hit 4.2 percent in May, up from 3.8 percent in April, according to fresh inflation data out Wednesday.· Prices have soared in particular on a lot of things Americans buy every day, including coffee, lettuce and more. While the war in Iran has fueled most of the run-up in prices, tariffs and drought conditions also have been playing a role.
"It's kind of the perfect storm," said Dawn Thilmany, a professor of agricultural economics at Colorado State University, about all the factors contributing to rising food costs.
Soaring fuel prices have pushed up the cost to transport fresh produce and beef, which must be shipped in refrigerated trucks that tend to be less fuel-efficient.
"So you're not only paying energy to ship it, you're paying energy to keep it cool," Thilmany said.
In May, some of the bigger price increases came in the categories of fresh sweet rolls, coffee cakes, doughnuts, biscuits and muffins. Prices also went up for both ham and eggs, compared with April.
Lettuce saw one of the biggest jumps in prices, up 16 percent in May compared with April and up 24 percent from a year ago. Like tomatoes, much of the lettuce Americans eat in winter is grown outside the United States. While there are a handful of places in the United States that lettuce can be grown close to year-round -- including in parts of California and Arizona -- those areas have also been dealing with water deficits, Thilmany said. 
Some products, such as tomatoes imported from Mexico -- even those that are part of U.S. retailers' supply chains -- continue to be pricey because they are subject to tariffs of about 17 percent, after President Donald Trump last year canceled an agreement that had stabilized the market.
Tomato prices fell slightly by 6 percent from April, but they are up 32 percent in May compared with last year. 
Overall, all fresh fruits and vegetables were up 6 percent in May from a year ago. 
Beef prices were down slightly in May compared with April but up 13 percent from last year, after 24 months of record demand for quality protein; some ranchers are struggling to keep up with demand after depopulating their herds in the last two years. Producers in some parts of the United States are also grappling with poor grass health due to drought, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association said recently. 
High coffee prices are almost entirely the result of tariffs, Thilmany said, because the United States cannot grow its own coffee beans, with the exception of the Kona districts in Hawaii. 
It is unclear when relief could come. The closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway for shipping, continues to drive up oil prices, and the United States and Iran do not appear to be any closer to achieving a peace deal· than they were a month ago, despite Trump's assurances. 
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Inflation heats up to highest pace in three years, fueled by Iran war
Inflation hit 4 percent for the first time in three years in May, driven by surging gas prices from the Iran war. 

Gas prices rose 7 percent in May. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-06-10
Inflation crossed 4 percent for the first time in three years in May, exacerbating Americans' pain at the pump and dealing a fresh political blow to the White House, as the Iran war's toll on consumers shows no sign of abating.
The Labor Department's consumer price index rose at a 4.2 percent annual pace in the year ending in May, up from 3.8 percent in April with higher energy prices again accounting for much of the monthly gain. 
Gas prices, which have surged roughly 50 percent since January as the Iran conflict disrupts oil flows through the Strait of Hormuz, rose 7 percent in May. The reading marks the third consecutive month in which the conflict has measurably pushed prices higher for American consumers.
Financial markets reacted poorly to the news of rising prices and President Donald Trump's promise to attack Iran. The Dow Jones Industrial Average and the tech-heavy Nasdaq were down more than 1.25 percent Wednesday in midday trading.
The surge in inflation lands at a challenging moment for Trump, who had made lowering the cost of living a central promise during his campaign. White House officials have sought to minimize the damage, arguing that the inflation surge is a temporary disruption tied to the Iran conflict that will fade once hostilities end. But with the conflict in Iran heating up· and no resolution in sight, energy prices appear poised to continue climbing.
Trump shrugged off the report hours after its release, delivering a line sure to be featured in Democratic attack ads around the midterm elections this fall: "I love the inflation," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office Wednesday. 
Oil prices will drop "like a rock" once the war concludes, he added. 
The latest data showed higher energy costs are rippling through the food supply chain, pushing up the cost of transporting Americans' groceries. Prices for beef rose more than 10 percent over the past year, while those for tomatoes and lettuce jumped 32 percent and 25 percent, respectively. 
Airfares were also up 26.7 percent.
Core prices, which exclude volatile food and energy prices to give a better reading of underlying inflation, were up 2.9 percent for the year. Overall, Wednesday's report was largely in line with economists' expectations. 
The reading marks the first time inflation has reached 4 percent or more since May 2023 -- a span in which prices had been retreating from their pandemic-era peak of above 9 percent, the highest in nearly 40 years, without ever returning to where they were before covid.
Consumers were already frustrated with inflation. Consumer sentiment reached a record low this spring, according to the most recent University of Michigan survey of consumers. In 2024, Trump was elected, in part, because many voters said they were frustrated with the economy, and particularly inflation.
The pain at the checkout line comes as food banks nationwide are seeing an uptick in people seeking help. In Omaha, the Food Bank for the Heartland has recorded a roughly 10 percent increase over the past year in the number of people requesting groceries each month. At the same time, rising food prices are cutting into the pantry's budget, which is receiving less support from the federal government, said Brian Barks, president and CEO of the organization, which serves 93 counties in Nebraska and western Iowa. "The result is we're serving less food to more people," he said. 
Services inflation, which includes shelter costs and is insulated from tariffs on goods and energy prices, also is running consistently above 3 percent, a sign that price pressures involve more than the obvious culprits.
Not all economists see cause for alarm, however. Michael Strain, director of economic policy studies at the right-leaning American Enterprise Institute, said the underlying economy remains fundamentally sound, with low unemployment fueling wage and income growth, which has kept demand strong. Core inflation, he noted, is not "worryingly accelerating," even if it isn't decelerating fast enough. 
Analysts say that the construction boom for AI data centers is generating its own inflationary pressure, driving up prices for semiconductors and consumer electronics in ways that could linger well into next year. "What we are seeing is three distinct inflation waves -- from tariffs, from oil and now AI capex -- layered on top of each other," said Krishna Guha of Evercore ISI, in a research note this week. 
The worry among economists is that another surge of inflation could eventually persuade Americans that high prices are simply a more-permanent feature of the economy. That belief, once widespread, tends to become self-fulfilling. Workers demand bigger raises and businesses raise prices before their costs actually rise.
The risk of elevated prices is made worse by the fact that inflation has been above the Fed's 2 percent target for more than five years, long enough that a return to normal never quite materialized before a series of shocks -- including tariffs last year and the Iran war this year -- sent prices climbing again. 
"We never completed the process," Joanne Hsu, director of the University of Michigan Survey of Consumers, said in a recent interview. "It's like taking antibiotics and quitting halfway through. It feels better, but you didn't actually fight off the entire infection."
Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM, expects inflation to keep climbing. "We think it continues to rise slowly toward 4.5 percent," he said ahead of Wednesday's release, "as elevated energy, transportation, food and fertilizer costs work their way through the economy." 
Hot inflation  also presents an early test for Kevin Warsh, the new Federal Reserve chair, who faces his first policy meeting next week. 
Warsh, who replaced Jerome H. Powell as chair last month, had signaled openness to interest rate cuts in the lead-up to his nomination in January -- a posture that helped smooth his path to the job but that rising inflation may force him to abandon. (Powell is remaining on the board as a governor.)
But some Fed officials have already begun signaling that rate increases may be back on the table at some point soon. Fed governor Christopher Waller, a Republican, said he could "no longer rule out rate hikes further down the road if inflation does not abate soon," speaking at a central banking conference in Frankfurt last month. He said he would support changing the Fed's standing guidance released after each policy meeting to make clear that a cut is no more likely than a hike.
Inflation expectations among consumers have been drifting upward. The University of Michigan's survey showed five-year expectations at 3.9 percent in May, well above pre-pandemic baselines. The New York Fed's survey, released Monday, put the figure at 3 percent -- more muted, but still elevated relative to the Fed's price target.
"Inflation expectations are anchored," said Ricardo Reis, an economist at the London School of Economics, meaning most Americans still believe prices will eventually return to normal. "But they are not as solidly anchored as they were in 2018."
Rachel Lerman contributed to this report.
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Food
These 11 World Cup-inspired recipes are watch party goals
Celebrate the World Cup with Spanish patatas bravas, Korean rice rolls, Mexican basket tacos and more.

Air Fryer Patatas Bravas. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


By Victoria Caruso | 2026-06-11
After much anticipation, the world's most-watched sporting event is finally here: The World Cup kicks off this week in the United States, Canada and Mexico. This year's tournament is the biggest in the quadrennial competition's history, expanding the roster from 32 teams from around the globe to 48. That means more matches, more drama and more time for snacking.
To celebrate the occasion, we've pulled together a starting 11 of our favorite appetizers and bar snacks inspired by countries that you'll see on the field. 
For more globally inspired recipes, check out our archive of more than 10,000 recipes. 
Pictured above. The air-fryer makes quick work of this popular Spanish tapa, in which crispy potatoes are matched with a spicy tomato sauce and cooling aioli. Get the recipe.

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This beloved Brazilian baked specialty is known for its naturally gluten-free ingredients and chewy texture, thanks to cassava flour and plenty of cheese. Get the recipe. 

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This year marks South Korea's 11th consecutive World Cup appearance. As you watch the Taegeuk Warriors play, enjoy these beloved Korean rice rolls that can be customized with your favorite fillings. Get the recipe. 

(Lauren Bulbin for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


These Japanese-style finger sandwiches are great for sharing and are stuffed with a crispy breaded pork cutlet, crunchy cabbage slaw and a drizzle of tangy tonkatsu sauce. Get the recipe. 

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


You'll find these flavorful tacos sold along the streets of Mexico City, whose Estadio Azteca hosts the tournament's opening match Thursday. They take a little prep work, but they're comforting and ideal for feeding a crowd, as the recipe yields 24 tacos. Get the recipe. 

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Oil-marinated Camembert is a staple in pubs across the Czech Republic, best enjoyed with crusty bread and a cold pint. In this version, it's marinated with Fresno chiles, garlic and other seasonings for anywhere from three days to two weeks before serving. Get the recipe.

( Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


With just a splash of white wine and some garlic, this French-inspired recipe repurposes cheese scraps to form a rich, irresistible dip. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


While this hearty Egyptian-style bean stew is often eaten for breakfast in several countries across the Middle East, it also makes an excellent party dip. We recommend serving it with some za'atar-seasoned pita bread for scooping. Get the recipe.

(Lauren Bulbin for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


Tator tots -- one of America's greatest food inventions -- get the nacho treatment in this crowd-pleasing dish loaded with bacon, chicken, pepper jack cheese and ranch. Customize it with your favorite protein, cheese and sauces. Get the recipe. 

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


These flaky, anise-hinted sausage rolls -- proper British snacks -- require a bit more effort than your typical game-day pigs in a blanket, but the results are well worth it. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


These stuffed pitas, usually filled with a thin layer of seasoned ground beef, vegetables and aromatics, are a popular street food throughout the Levantine region. As Jordan makes its World Cup debut, serve up these handheld snacks with a side of cool, creamy cucumber labneh. Get the recipe.
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Mending clothes makes a comeback as a way to save money -- and the planet
Growing concerns about fast fashion have led some to rethink how they handle damaged clothing.

(iStock)


By Jennifer Barger | 2026-06-11
One dusty family photo album in my attic holds black-and-white snapshots of my mother and grandmother darning their socks in the early 1950s. My mother told me they'd stuff the socks with burned-out lightbulbs to hold them as they stitched.
I was a 1980s kid when I first saw the photos, and the concept of fixing and saving your worn-out clothes felt retrograde even then. Sewing up holes in socks smacked of the Great Depression; ironing a patch onto the ripped knee of your jeans suggested the street urchins in "Les Miserables." My grandmother and mother sewed their own clothes; I don't even know how to replace a button. 
"I think Americans moved away from mending because clothes cost less and it's easier to replace things," said Lani Inlander, a personal stylist in D.C. "Our consumer culture values the new more than preserving the old." 
But growing concerns about overly wasteful shopping and fast fashion -- and their effects on the environment -- are causing some U.S. consumers to reconsider redoing and repairing their clothes. 
"There's been so much discourse in the fashion industry about overconsumption, and how the production of clothing is a big producer of greenhouse gases," said Rebecca Harrison, owner of Old Flame Mending in Pittsburgh. "Now mending something has become a values thing. If you have a patch on your shirt or pants, it says 'Sustainability is important to me.'" 
Here's what's happening, and how you can figure out where and how to have your wardrobe repaired, too. 
As long as humans have been wearing clothes, they've been fixing up and altering them, using embroidery, patchwork and other techniques to extend a garment's life. A stitched-up linen kerchief was found in King Tut's tomb; Colonial American women would wear the same dress for years, updating its silhouette (or taking its seams in or out) as fashions and their bodies changed. 
Medieval women who repaired church vestments and poor people's clothes were considered virtuous. But by Victorian times, patched trousers and weathered shoes branded their wearers as lower class. 
Shortages during World Wars I and II forced frugality on masses of Americans, and darning socks or patching up a coat were seen as patriotic acts -- and even chic. "England during World War II has to be the best-known era in mending history, thanks to the Board of Trade's 'Make Do and Mend' slogan, which launched with clothes rationing in 1941," wrote Brooklyn clothing historian Kate Sekules in her book "Mend! A Refashioning Manual and Manifesto." Darning salons opened in major U.S. cities, and repairing garments became vogue again. 
But by the 1980s, the hippie "glad rags" of the '60s and '70s were replaced by shoulder pads and power suits. Mending -- and shabby clothes in general -- were no longer popular. By the turn of the 21st century, fast fashion sashayed in, bringing lower-quality, lower-priced garments to the masses. 
"Now you have whole generations of people who have grown up paying $5, $10, or $15 for a pair of jeans," said Kaitlyn Allen, a vice president with ClimeCo, a global sustainability consulting firm. "It's hard for them to justify paying $40 to have someone patch up a hole in some pants." Mending can also seem unfamiliar if your parents or grandparents didn't sew, or if the word "tailor" brings to mind a blond pop star, not needles and pant hems. 

(iStock)


Now, in a world increasingly rocked by climate change and inflation, there's been a small renaissance in mending. Many younger consumers know that manufacturing has a debilitating impact on the environment, producing an estimated 12 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions in 2021, according to the Congressional Budget Office. Plus, discarded garments usually end up in landfills. 
"With the covid-19 pandemic and climate change in 2020, I started to see people upcycling garments and getting into vintage or thrifted clothing," Harrison said. "Vintage and thrifting go hand in hand with mending. It's all been inspiring a sea change from fashion uniforms to more personal style and self-expression." 
This is helping to drive some consumers to purchase fewer, better items that last longer and are worth repairing -- think lined pants in natural fibers or silk dresses with more generous seam allowances to leave space to take the piece in or out. 
The clothing mending most people are familiar with is an invisible mend. The idea? Your moth-eaten wool cardigan will look new again thanks to some subtle darning work, or your favorite shirt can live to see another board meeting if you replace its broken buttons. Such mends can be done by a tailor or dry cleaner, but, Allen said, "many tailors won't do tiny fixes, since they'd prefer to make a whole garment and make more money." 
While some dry cleaners do mending and small tailoring jobs, ask what a shop can and cannot do before entrusting it to repair multiple moth holes in your prized cashmere pullover. It may usually tackle only smaller tasks, such as redoing a fallen skirt hem. A tailoring shop, on the other hand, should handle all types of repairs. 
Are your trusty Levi's or prized wool sport coats worth the cost of mending? "It depends on where the damage is, how visible it is, and what kind of fabric the piece is," Inlander said. "It can be easier to fix darker-colored or patterned clothing, since you are less likely to see the mending than on something light." 
Some of the current repair resurgence comes in the form of visible mending, or "VM," in which you can see the stitches, patches or darning work. VM riffs on everything from 19th-century crazy quilts to Japanese sashiko, where stitch work on the outside of the fabric shores up and decorates older textiles. "It almost becomes a status symbol if you sew on an unusually shaped patch or embroider a flower over a hole in a sweater," Harrison said. 
Mending businesses such as Harrison's have popped up in cities around the United States, allowing customers to drop off (or mail in) jeans or moth-chewed blazers to be sewn back to life. 
Or research some of Consumers' Checkbook's recommended tailors; some businesses, particularly ones run by younger sewers, can do artful, visible fixes. 
You can also mend clothes yourself. "These sewing concepts are pretty easy to learn, even if you've never picked up a needle," Sekules said. "It's a bit of trial and error, but there are loads of books and videos online. People have been doing it for millennia." You can also take basic sewing classes via community centers, mending shops or fabric stores. 
I even watched a few YouTube videos about sewing on buttons. I bought a needle and thread, and I tried it myself. Success! Maybe next, I'll darn some socks, just like Mom. 
Jennifer Barger is the content director at Washington Consumers' Checkbook and Checkbook.org, a nonprofit organization with a mission to help consumers get the best service and lowest prices. It is supported by consumers and takes no money from the service providers it evaluates. Until July 31, you can access Checkbook's ratings of local tailors and sewing shops free of charge via Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/mend.
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Make vegetables the main character, starting with this colorful Hawaiian dish
Sugar snap peas on a bed of whipped tofu with a sizzling oil drizzle is a meatless stunner.

Sugar Snap Peas With Sizzling Oil and Whipped Tofu. (Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-06-10
Until fairly recently, vegetables were mostly an afterthought in both home and professional kitchens in the United States. The protein on the plate was typically the star -- lavished with saucy, seasoned care -- while a forgettable side of peas or asparagus was probably a simply steamed or boiled supporting player. 
Now, with the popularity of farm-to-table seasonal eating and more awareness of health and sustainability, chefs routinely feature vegetables to show off their culinary chops. There are more and more vegetable-based cookbooks, and it is more common for home cooks to make produce the center of the plate. 
Get the recipe: Sugar Snap Peas With Sizzling Oil and Whipped Tofu
Treating vegetables with such attention and creativity is bound to make them more alluring and likely to be devoured, which is a good thing because eating more vegetables is one of the best things you can do for your well-being.
This culinary evolution is at the heart of "Aloha Veggies," Alana Kysar's new cookbook in which she explores the traditionally meat-centric Hawaiian flavors she grew up with in a vegetable-forward way. She's not advocating for vegetarianism; rather, she's an omnivore who relishes vegetables. Her goal, she writes, "is to showcase how to build satisfying and complete meals around them, making a positive change in our diets, not only for our bodies but also for our communities and the planet."

A bed of whipped tofu for the sugar snap peas helps turn the dish into a main course. (Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


In this spectacular dish, sugar snap peas are served "Chinese-style" with a sizzling oil, a method, Kysar writes, that people in Hawaii usually think of as a way to prepare fish. The snap peas are sauteed briefly, until they are crisp and bright green, then piled onto a spread of creamy whipped tofu seasoned with lemon, miso, soy sauce and garlic, which comes together quickly and easily in a food processor or blender. They are then drizzled with the sizzling oil seasoned with ginger, scallion, cilantro and soy sauce. 
The resulting dish, beautifully layered with creamy tofu, crisp snap peas and savory seasonings, can be served as a vegetarian main or with some fish, poultry or meat alongside -- either way, it's a vegetable dish that truly deserves top billing.
Get the recipe: Sugar Snap Peas With Sizzling Oil and Whipped Tofu
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        Outdoor viewing parties, embassy-sponsored events and happy hours draw passionate fans of the beautiful game.
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The 33 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Welcome midsummer, celebrate Juneteenth, attend a film festival or dance at an outdoor concert.

The annual Swedish Midsummer celebration, hosted by the Embassy of Sweden, returns to the Washington Monument grounds on Friday with a Swedish cover band, lawn games, craft activities and dancing around a maypole. (Leigh Green/Embassy of Sweden)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-06-11
The main story of this weekend is the return of the World Cup to North America. We have a World Cup viewing guide· that includes large outdoor public screenings, general soccer bars, happy hours, and places to watch your favorite team, whether that's the U.S., France, Argentina or South Korea. Pride celebrations also continue, building up to next week's parade and street festival, including a family day at Glen Echo Park and late-night dance parties. (We have even more ideas in our local Pride guide.) This weekend brings your first chances to celebrate Juneteenth this year, with festivals in Prince George's and Montgomery counties. But don't miss a costume ball at the Library of Congress, tall ships in Alexandria, multiple film festivals, a taste of Sweden on the National Mall, block parties, wine tastings and a Friday night tribute to the Warped Tour -- also in town this weekend.
Editor's note: Capital Weather says potential severe thunderstorms "are a concern" this weekend, so check the forecast before committing to outdoor activities. 
DC/DOX
Washington is a great town for those who love documentary films, particularly during the DC/DOX festival. The fourth edition takes over museums and theaters across the city to screen films from 32 countries, including 64 feature-length documentaries and 49 shorts. Subjects include everyone from super-agers in the "The Oldest Person in the World" to Martin Luther King Jr.'s closest adviser in "The Baddest Speechwriter of All." DC/DOX also put together a special mini-retrospective celebrating the work of filmmaker Frederick Wiseman, who died this year. Some screenings include discussions with filmmakers, and the festival closes with "Earth, Wind & Fire (To Be Celestial vs That's the Weight of the World)," director Ahmir "Questlove" Thompson's behind-the-scenes look at the iconic band. Through Sunday. $18.89 for individual films or shorts programs; $225-$500 for all-access passes.
Fashion Through the Ages Costume Ball at Library of Congress
As part of the Library of Congress' semiquincentennial celebrations, librarians have curated a small exhibit, "Fashion at the Library: The Threads that Connect Us," which draws from the Library's vast holdings, including photos and vintage copies of Vogue. Naturally, this calls for a party. Put on your best outfit and walk the catwalk during the Fashion Through the Ages Costume Ball, held during the "Live! at the Library" after-hours event. Prizes will be awarded, including Best Roaring '20s Look, Best Pop Culture Throwback, and, for those of you with powdered wigs or bustles lying around, Best Early American Look. A DJ will spin music all night, and fashion-related items from the library's collections will be on display. 5 to 9 p.m. Free; Registration required. 
Cocktails and Coloring Happy Hour at Wunder Garten DC
This is basically a "paint and sip" evening except the paint is swapped out for coloring books and colored pencils. Hosted by the Sierra Club, the event has pages featuring outlined wildlife and natural landscapes, and yes, supplies are included so you do not need to rummage through your junk drawer beforehand for half-used pencils. Pair your coloring session with a drink from Wunder Garten, the beer garden known for its picnic tables, lawn games and vaguely dive-bar-meets-backyard-cookout atmosphere. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free; RSVP requested.
 'Benjamin Banneker, Astronomy and the Founding of Washington, D.C.' at Jones Point Park
Join the National Park Service for a night of stargazing at Jones Point, the Alexandria park at the foot of the Wilson Bridge. You'll learn about Benjamin Banneker, the astronomer and surveyor who assisted with mapping the original boundaries of D.C. Jones Point is the southernmost point of the District, marked with one of the 40 "boundary stones" that shaped the capital. A ranger will explain how surveyors used the stars, and show off the very first boundary stone. 8 to 10 p.m. Free. 
Beat Ya Feet Festival
Around the turn of the millennium, a new dance evolved among the youth at D.C. go-go clubs. "Aside from the continuous foot-stomping motion, it really isn't a specific dance at all," Post reporter Natalie Hopkinson wrote in May 2002. "It is whatever comes to the mind of the dancer at that moment: A scene from a movie or music video, a street fight, what they did last night, a joke." It was known as "Beat Ya Feet," and not only is it alive decades later, it's the subject of a new documentary and a four-day festival. The schedule includes a Kickoff Party Mixer at the Go-Go Museum and Cafe with music and dancing (Thursday from 6 to 10 p.m.); a screening of the doc "We Rep DC. We Are DC.," about the dance crew Beat Ya Feet Kings at the ARC (Friday from 6 to 9 p.m.); a "world battle" between top dancers at H.D. Woodson High School's gym (Saturday at 6 p.m.); and a Beat Ya Feet dance class at the Atlas Performing Arts Center (Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.) Through Sunday. Prices vary.
European Trivia Night at Sorso
If you miss your time abroad but not the airfare prices, Sorso's European trivia night hosted by EurDC might scratch the itch. The 18th Street spot, known for its Ukrainian Italian fusion menu, is hosting a night of continent-spanning trivia covering topics including European history and geography. Come prepared to defend your honor over Sorso's classic spritz (which you may want to know originated in the Veneto region of Northern Italy) and a plate of mlyntsi. 6 to 7:30 p.m. $2.
America vs. Paraguay with the American Outlaws at Solace Outpost and Franklin Hall
The World Cup is finally back on American soil, and the U.S. takes on Paraguay in its first match of the tournament. The most recognizable American supporters, both in the stands and at local bars, are the American Outlaws. The bandanna-wearing fans brought stadium vibes to the basement of Astro Beer Hall, with nonstop drums and chanting. No wonder there were lines down the block before matches in both 2022 and 2014. This time, the Outlaws will have two bars in D.C.: Solace Outpost taproom in Navy Yard and the spacious Franklin Hall near U Street. Solace promises custom American Outlaws-themed cans as well as $6 pilsner drafts during all games; Franklin Hall promises food and drink specials for all games. Both bars will offer full sound for all games throughout the tournament -- if the fans don't drown it out. Kickoff is at 9 p.m. Admission to both bars is free. Follow the American Outlaws D.C. Chapter on social media for updates. 
United in Play at Franklin Park
For the first two weekends of the World Cup, D.C. United is hosting public viewing parties in two different outdoor spaces. From June 12 to 14, the team will be set up in Franklin Park, watching the U.S. and Paraguay on Friday night, Brazil vs. Morocco on Saturday, and a triple-header of matches on Sunday featuring Germany, the Netherlands and the Ivory Coast. All days include youth soccer activities, music, food trucks and interactive games. Free tickets are required. Through Sunday. Free.
Swedish Midsummer at the Sylvan Theater
Create a flower crown and groove to Abba hits on the National Mall during the Embassy of Sweden's annual Swedish Midsummer Celebration. The major Swedish holiday of Midsummer, which celebrates the summer solstice, gets a D.C. spin with a bring-your-own picnic party right in front of the Washington Monument at the Sylvan Theater. Activities include lawn games, dancing around the maypole, giveaways, and sets from DJ G-Money and Swedish cover band One Hell of a Band playing songs by groups including Roxette and Ace of Base. Follow the event page for updates in case of inclement weather. 6 to 9:30 p.m. Free; online registration encouraged.
ALX Jazz Fest at Waterfront Park
Alexandria brings in three days worth of free musical performances for this year's ALX Jazz Fest, happening at the Old Town's Waterfront Park. Each day is themed around a different genre, starting with "Americana Roots Music" on Friday and "American Jazz" on Saturday, featuring performances by trumpeter Alex Parchment and mezzo soprano Kayazhanna Donaldson, interspersed with poetry readings. Sunday is dedicated to "Future Sounds of America," including DJ sets and shows from 10-piece salsa group Orquesta Manplesa and multi-hyphenate hip-hop/soul/gogo outfit Future Band. The festival coincides with the nearby "Sails on the Potomac" event (see below). Friday from 1 to 6 p.m., Saturday from noon to 9:05 p.m., Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Sails on the Potomac in Old Town Alexandria
Decades before the Revolutionary War, Alexandria was the area's most important port, utilized for both commercial and military purposes. As part of its America 250 celebrations, Alexandria welcomes the tall ships Gazela, Kalmar Nyckel and Sultana to "Sails on the Potomac," where they join the Providence, a reproduction of a Revolutionary War sloop that is docked in Alexandria. Of the visitors, Kalmar Nyckel is a recreation of the ship that brought the first Swedish settlers to Delaware in 1638. The ships will be open for tours -- timed reservations are suggested, but not required -- and an onshore "History Village" offers exhibits and hands-on activities. Friday and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m.; Saturday from noon to 9 p.m. Free.
'Bleak Week' at AFI Silver Theatre
Consider this the feel-bad movie event of the year: "Bleak Week: Cinema of Despair," AFI Silver's upcoming film festival presented in partnership with the American Cinematheque pulls together more than a dozen of the most depressing flicks ever made. Naturally, a Lars von Trier film is on the docket ("Breaking the Waves"), along with Stephen King adaptation "Misery" and movies that live in infamy, like Pier Paolo Pasolini's "Salo, or the 120 Days of Sodom." Buy a ticket for Bela Tarr's 439-minute "Satantango," which will include two intermissions, and the price includes a caffeinated drink as well as a certificate upon completion of this epic. Stick around for an "Unhappy Hour" on Friday after Soviet anti-war film "Come and See" to decompress with fellow moviegoers over drinks. Through Thursday. $8- $25.
Warped Tour night at the Wharf
The Vans Warped Tour rolls onto the RFK Stadium grounds this weekend, and if you're hedging your bets about spending $209 to relive your 2000s emo glory days with Taking Back Sunday, New Found Glory and Plain White Ts, let us point you to the Wharf, where you can get the full nostalgia experience without the high price tag on Friday night.  Pearl Street Warehouse's early show is the Vans Warped Tour Tribute Night, with a trio of cover bands: The Dude Ranch performing the music of Blink 182 (to honor the 25th anniversary of "Take Off Your Pants and Jacket"); the Great Heights Band doing a full set of Weezer; and Kings of the Wild Things tackling songs by Bowling for Soup. Doors are at 5:30 p.m.; free. 
The weekly Rock the Dock waterfront concert series, held on the Transit Pier, is getting nostalgic with The Warped Band, a group that covers songs by Panic! at the Disco, Good Charlotte, Fall Out Boy, and a number of this weekend's RFK performers, including Hawthorne Heights ("Ohio is for Lovers") and Jimmy Eat World ("The Middle"). If you have strong feelings about what you want to hear -- how emo! -- you can vote on the setlist before the show. The free concert begins at 7 p.m.
Friday Night Outdoor Concert Series
Nothing says summer in D.C. quite like an outdoor concert where the lawn chairs you've had in your storage for years finally make their debut. Around Fort Totten, DC Fray and Art Place are bringing back their Friday concert series through Aug. 28, turning the neighborhood into an after-work hangout spot with live music, games, food vendors and drinks. This week features DMV-area band Ahzay and the Squad, with other performers throughout the series including the Rock Creek Kings and La Unica. Bringing your own chair is encouraged, though there will be seating if you are just wandering over from the Metro or showing up straight after work. 
And if you are nowhere near Fort Totten, Yards Park is launching its own Friday concert series this week along the boardwalk, complete with river views of the Anacostia River and a grassy area where kids can run around. Guests are encouraged to bring blankets or chairs, with food and drinks available on site. The music lineup has not been released yet, but organizers say performances will stay family-friendly. 6 to 8 p.m. at the Art Place Fort Totten, free. 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Yards Park, free.
2016 Throwback Party at Strand Club
There's a growing theory online that 2026 is slowly morphing into 2016 again, and between fashion comebacks and the sudden return of older music, the evidence is stacking up. Fortunately, you do not need to squeeze yourself back into a Triangl bikini or a bomber jacket in the heat of summer to participate. Strand is throwing a throwback night dedicated to the songs that dominated summers a decade ago, meaning you can expect plenty of opportunities to scream the lyrics you still know by heart. Drink specials will run through the night, or at least until the club closes at 1 a.m. This may be a reunion for both you and the playlist that raised you 10 years ago. 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Free; RSVP required.
Summer Bash Party at Kennedy Street NW 
For parents, the start of summer break might feel less like a celebration and more like the beginning of three months of logistical gymnastics. But for kids, it is absolutely the cause for a party. This one comes with foam cannons, so make sure they show up in clothes and shoes you are fully prepared to see soaked by the end of the block party. Beyond the bubbles, families can hang out with ice cream, music and one last chance for kids to run around with their classmates before everyone disappears into camps, vacations and summer schedules. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
42 Dugg and Babyface Ray at Fillmore Silver Spring
42 Dugg and Babyface Ray are two of the leading lights in Detroit's underground rap scene, delivering lived-in detail on street rap tunes that bounce, bob and weave. The pair broke through with songs such as "The Streets," a tribute to a fallen comrade on which 42 Dugg cries out about how he leaves it all -- his heart, soul and freedom -- on the beat. The two continue to do it for their day ones, hitting the road on the "4 the Trenches" tour. 8 p.m. $52.
Juneteenth celebrations
Juneteenth is next Friday, but celebrations get started on Saturday in Prince George's and Montgomery counties. The annual Juneteenth Festival takes over Watkins Park in Upper Marlboro, with live music from artists including Rare Essence and the Proverbs Reggae Band; living history demonstrations and exhibits; dance performances; craft activities; food trucks; and a marketplace with local vendors. (Noon to 5 p.m. Free.) 
The birthday of Josiah Henson, who escaped enslavement in Montgomery County before writing a book that may have served as an inspiration for "Uncle Tom's Cabin," is celebrated with a family day at the Josiah Henson Museum and Park in North Bethesda. Activities include stories told by griot the Honorable Baba-C, games and crafts. (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.)
The Scotland community was founded by William Dove, the first Black man to own land in Potomac. Now, Scotland's week-long Juneteenth Heritage Festival is one of the biggest in the area. Celebrations begin Saturday night at the Bethesda Theatre, with gospel star Hezekiah Walker and his Love Fellowship Choir. (7 p.m. $60.) Festivities continue throughout next week, including a comedy show at the BlackRock Center for the Arts (Monday) and football, cheer and basketball clinics for students. A full schedule is available on the festival's website.
Pride Family Day at Glen Echo Park
The sixth annual Pride Family Day at Glen Echo includes free carousel rides and admission to the park's aquarium while supplies last, arts and crafts activities, and snacks and drinks. Discounted admission to the day's Puppet Co. performances of "The Little Price" and "The Community Helpers Experience" with the discount code "PRIDE26." 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free; $10 suggested donation.
Columbia Pike Blues Festival
The Columbia Pike Blues Festival has a new location at Penrose Square this year, making it more of a block party than a street festival. But expect the same formula that has made the festival so popular over the last 29 years, with a full day of music, food trucks, vendors and family activities. Soulful Kentucky band Joslyn and the Sweet Compression headlines, while  Connecticut guitarist Amani Burnham brings blistering, Jimi Hendrix-infused blues-rock with his trio. Local performers include D.C.'s "Queen of the Blues" Stacy Brooks and the modern blues guitar duo Guy Bouchie and Bobby Thompson. Noon to 8 p.m. Free. 
U.S. Air Guitar Championships Qualifier at DC Brau
Everyone has played air guitar at some point in their lives, but almost no one plays air guitar like the competitors at the U.S. Air Guitar Championships, where the competitors shred on their imaginary Les Pauls and Flying Vs like they're melting faces on stage at the Super Bowl halftime show. There are costumes. There are adopted personas. There are occasional injuries. Each contestant gets 60 seconds to perform a song of their choice in the first round, with the best facing a surprise selection in Round 2. The ultimate goal: Making the U.S. Air Guitar National Championship in San Francisco in August, then qualifying for the worlds. But first, they have to be the best in D.C., and that showdown takes place at DC Brau this weekend. 7:30 p.m. $12.51.
2 Mile Run and Pilates Day Party at Anacostia Park
Calling all superheroes, or at least people capable of running two miles and then willingly doing pilates afterward. The morning starts at the Poplar Point parking lot in Anacostia Park with  the run, led by Club Timeless, followed by a pilates cooldown hosted by StrongHer, a women's health initiative. If your ideal version of wellness begins after the running part, walkers are welcome too, and all paces are encouraged. Just bring your own mat for pilates, and stick around for community vendors after.  11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free but limited; RSVP requested.
Heartbreakers at the Howard Theatre
"No Boys, Just Bangers" is the theme at Heartbreakers, a women-only dance party that has thrown events across the country. The keys: An early start time and plenty of sing-along girl-power pop and R&B anthems by Beyonce, Dua Lipa and Rihanna. 5 p.m. $25.
Stars and Smiles Foodie Festival at the National Harbor  
The MGM National Harbor in Maryland is home to plenty of distractions: the giant Ferris wheel that's truly hard to miss, waterfront views of the Potomac and enough restaurants to make deciding where to eat mildly stressful. But this weekend, the real draw is the food festival taking over the harbor. Local and regional vendors will line the waterfront selling everything from comfort food carbs to desserts to beverages that will make your Instagram before you taste it. While Tom's and TAP Sports Bar may be tempting with the World Cup and NBA Finals on, the better move might be wandering outside with family and friends. Even picky eaters should be able to find something worth the trip, and if Saturday gets too packed, the festival returns Sunday, too. 11 a.m. on both days;. $12 to $40.
Sing Democracy 250 at D.A.R. Constitution Hall
In honor of the country's 250th birthday, Sing Democracy 250 will bring its final concert to the D.A.R. Constitution Hall with a family-friendly night of protest songs, solidarity anthems and affirmations, positioned as a slightly more harmonious alternative to the cage fight downtown. The stirring musical leans into music's role throughout American history, from movements of resistance to moments of unity, with performances by several choruses and choirs, including The National Children's Chorus of the Washington Chapter, alongside Grammy Award-winning mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves. The concert is also part of the Smithsonian's Festival of Festivals programming, which has focused on different corners of American culture. 4 p.m. $16 to $41.
Father at Union Stage
Rapper Father broke through more than a decade ago with "Look At Wrist" and "Nokia" but has never stopped upping his game, finding new sonic palettes on which to paint with his laconic, lecherous bars. The Awful Records founder returns to D.C., with Maryland upstart JabbaGotDaJuice in support. 10 p.m. $27. 
Gays & Graves: A Big Gay Festival at Congressional Cemetery
Randy Wicker, an LGBTQ+ activist credited with organizing the first demonstration for gay civil rights in New York City in 1964, is the special guest at Congressional Cemetery's Gays and Graves festival, where Wicker will speak at a ceremony unveiling new signage in the cemetery's landmark "Gay Corner." The day also includes a marketplace with LGBTQ+ makers, panel discussions about LGBTQ+ history, a drag story hour and hands-on crafting. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
No Aesthetic Block Party at the Parks at Walter Reed 
This is not your average block party where one playlist controls the entire afternoon. Instead, the event doubles as a celebration of DMV art, music and style, with DJs pulling from a wide mix of sounds rather than sticking to a single aesthetic. Expect  house and hip-hop, R&B, amapiano, Afrobeats and more -- meaning there is a strong chance at least one set will speak to you and your group. Beyond the music, local vendors will turn the park into a marketplace full of clothes, art and other pieces. The party is just as much about fashion and community as it is about dancing. 4 to 9 p.m. Free.
Rose on the River at District Winery
For city-dwelling lovers of rose, it doesn't get much better (or more convenient) than District Winery's annual Rose on the River soiree. Sample the winery's house-made still and sparkling roses alongside hors d'oeuvres and desserts, a DJ, wine trivia, crafting stations, photo ops and a chance to explore all three levels of the winery. VIP tickets add a guided tasting with the winemaker, VIP areas and other extras. 2 to 5 p.m. $113.76-$181.56.
'A Deep Dive into the Declaration of Independence' at Penn Social
We're approaching the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, but how much do you really know about America's foundational document? Join Denver Brunsman, chairman of George Washington University's history department and a lecturer at Mount Vernon, to examine the conflicts that led the American Revolution, the structure of the arguments within the declaration, and its effects on revolutions and events around the world. 6 to 8:30 p.m. $14.77 in advance; $15-$17 at the door. 
Pride Kickoff Showtunes at JR's
Pride Week is busy on the 17th Street strip -- JR's is participating in the 17th Street block party with entertainment, a DJ and a giant beer garden on June 20. But before all that gets underway, there's a special edition of the bar's long-running Showtunes Monday with pop-up performances in addition to the usual lineup of Broadway and musical numbers, plus $4 draft beers and Truly hard seltzer. It's worth noting that unlike at some other bars, JR's has no cover for events during Pride week. 9 p.m. Free. 
Reopening of the Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building
America's first "National Museum" has, over the years, displayed triceratops bones, the Star-Spangled Banner and dresses worn by first ladies. But for most of this century, it's opened to the public only for special events. This summer, it's open regular hours to showcase the traveling exhibit "Voices and Votes," about participation and democracy, and to house the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage's activities, including music, demonstrations and discussions with curators and artists. Tuesday's opening day features "Latin Music Fans: Making Culture & Keeping Tradition," a conversation that includes DJs and the curator of the new "!Puro Ritmo!" exhibition at the American History museum. See the Smithsonian's website for a full schedule. Open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Sept. 7. Free.
District of Pride Showcase at the Lincoln Theatre
This annual night showcasing D.C. talent, put on by the Mayor's Office of LGBTQ Affairs, mixes drag performances, comedy, storytelling and performances while honoring community leaders. "Goddess of D.C." Rayceen Pendarvis is the host. 7 p.m. Free.
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Theater
A TLC jukebox musical tells a tale of survival, sisterhood and R&B sound
The Broadway-aimed world premiere of "CrazySexyCool," now at Arena Stage, focuses on the R&B trio's complicated connection and camaraderie.

(Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-06-11

The leads of "CrazySexyCool" at Arena Stage: from left, Stoney B. Woods, Jade Milan and Holli' Gabrielle Conway. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


"CrazySexyCool" seems like a no-brainer title for the new biomusical about the '90s R&B girl group TLC. The release of that 1994 diamond-certified album is a pivotal moment in the production, now at Arena Stage. The show's sound is defined by that record's barrage of bangers -- "Creep," "Waterfalls" and more. What is the trio's tale if not crazy, sexy and cool?
Yet Kwame Kwei-Armah, the musical's writer and director, refers to the show by another moniker in his mind: "What About Your Friends." That 1992 TLC track opens the musical, after all. And its questions of camaraderie -- "What about your friends? Will they stand their ground? Will they let you down again?" -- pulsate throughout the high-octane spectacle.
"That's the theme," Kwei-Armah says. "That's what rides all the way through the piece: friendship, sisterhood, love."

The cast of "CrazySexyCool" in rehearsal at Arena Stage. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


That's not to say that "CrazySexyCool" shies away from TLC's chart-topping hits, kinetic choreography and tabloid-worthy scandals. But it was the complicated connection among Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins, Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas and Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes that Kwei-Armah found most compelling.
Each woman is wrestling with demons in the fact-based musical, which starts performances Friday in Washington. Watkins struggled with sickle cell anemia from a young age. Thomas confronted the juxtaposition of faith and pop stardom. Lopes dealt with alcoholism and a tumultuous personal life, then died in a car crash at age 30. TLC's efforts to destigmatize sexual health and raise HIV awareness also loom large in the show, which delves into both the group's combustible clashes and its enduring influence.

TLC at the 1995 MTV Movie Awards: from left, Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes, Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas and Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins. (Ron Davis/Getty Images)


"We want to humanize this group, because icons are not naturally humanized -- they're just this idea or a moment in time for the mass public," says Jade Milan, who plays Lopes. "We're going after the heart of the thing."
When longtime TLC manager Bill Diggins and producer Stephen Gabriel approached Kwei-Armah with the idea for a TLC jukebox musical several years back, the British theater-maker -- then the artistic director of London's esteemed Young Vic -- agreed to co-produce but resisted an offer to write the show. Eventually, though, Kwei-Armah found himself absorbed in the tragedy of Lopes's death and agreed to spin the TLC saga for the stage. 

Kwame Kwei-Armah, the musical's writer and director, says the show is about survival and sisterhood. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


"I went, 'Oh, this is a survivor story,'" he says. "When someone in your band dies at such an early age, what do you do with the rest of your life? How do you navigate being introduced to the world as a threesome and then going down to two?"
Kwei-Armah started by devouring TLC's albums for several weeks. At one point, he printed the lyrics, spread them around his study and scoured the catalogue in search of dramatic oomph. "Before I do [the] story," Kwei-Armah says, "I have to stare down the lyrics of a song and then go, 'Where's the drama in that song? Where can that sit technically within a musical?'"

Stoney B. Woods, who plays Rozonda "Chilli" Thomas, in rehearsal. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Eventually, the self-described TLC superfan pieced together a plot and assembled a song list. After opening with a flash-forward to Watkins and Thomas learning of Lopes's 2002 death, "CrazySexyCool" rewinds to the grueling auditions that brought Thomas in as a replacement for founding TLC member Crystal Jones.
Finding this production's stars was a similarly exhaustive process that included several auditions for each actor and taxing dance sessions with choreographer Chloe O. Davis. 
When Holli' Gabrielle Conway got wind of a TLC musical, she called her agent with uncanny confidence. "Give me an audition for this show, and I'm telling you: I will book it," she recalls saying. "T-Boz is my role."

Holli' Gabrielle Conway, who plays Tionne "T-Boz" Watkins, was confident she could get the role if she auditioned. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


The daughter of Hollis Conway, a two-time Olympic medalist high jumper, Conway wore her father's training pants to the audition for good luck. Not that she needed it: Although Conway has since established herself as more of a belter on Broadway, in "Six" and "Tina," her deeper natural register was tailor-made for T-Boz's range. 
"I really used to sing very, very low, and I thought it was a hindrance," Conway says. "There were only a couple of artists who sang songs that I really felt comfortable singing, and T-Boz was one of them."
Stoney B. Woods, a veteran of "The Book of Mormon" on Broadway, was taking a break from the business after getting married when the audition notice for Chilli came her way. Woods, a Bronx native whose mother and brothers all rap, couldn't resist the allure of a musical rooted in hip-hop. As a bullied teen who found solace in "Unpretty," TLC's self-love anthem, Woods long revered the trailblazing trio.

Woods, who plays "Chilli," was taking a break from performing when the audition came her way. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


"'Unpretty' was the first time I was thinking about how I viewed myself," Woods says, "and how I need to view myself better and to acknowledge and value the things about myself."
Milan also connected with TLC through her mother, a die-hard who played "No Scrubs" and the like on repeat. After portraying an Alicia Keys analog in the Broadway musical "Hell's Kitchen," Milan learned to emphasize essence over imitation when evoking a real person. This time around, she studied the 2007 documentary "The Last Days of Left Eye" in an attempt to tap into the humanity of a woman largely remembered for burning down her boyfriend's house and spending time in rehab.
"Left Eye is headlines," Milan says. "She's easy to find, but that's not what I was looking for. I was looking for her. I was looking for Lisa."

Jade Milan, who plays Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes, studied the 2007 documentary "The Last Days of Left Eye" in preparation for the role. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Pinpointing the right leads, however, wouldn't count for much if their chemistry didn't crackle. But sit down with the actors and their bantering rapport promptly becomes apparent. ("You've got to pull us in," Conway warns at one point, after several quips and cackles take the interview amusingly off topic.) When the cast ran through the first act during a rehearsal last month, Conway, Milan and Woods marked intermission by gleefully enveloping each other in a tight embrace.
"What Kwame has done is told this beautiful story of sisterhood," Woods says. "Now, we get to step in the room and actually bring an authentic sisterhood that we've gotten to build together."

TLC was known for its kinetic dance moves. The new musical was choreographed by Chloe O. Davis. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


It helps that Kwei-Armah and the cast can lean on the group's surviving members. "[The production] can just get Tionne and Chilli on the phone if we have any questions," Conway says. "So that's been really nice." When Kwei-Armah met with Thomas in Miami and recited the script, she promptly wept and hugged him -- then offered pertinent feedback.
"She said, 'So here's the thing that didn't happen. Here's the thing that didn't happen. Here's the thing that did happen that you haven't included,'" Kwei-Armah says. "That's been the process with both of the women."

"Left Eye is headlines. She's easy to find, but that's not what I was looking for. I was looking for her. I was looking for Lisa," says Jade Milan. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)



Holli' Gabrielle Conway says her deeper natural register was tailor-made for T-Boz's range. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


Although TLC's hits give the show most of its soundtrack, some of their contemporaries appear as characters. One example: MC Hammer, who pops up to rattle off a rendition of "U Can't Touch This" as a speedy change of pace from TLC's midtempo earworms.
It's another crowd-pleasing flourish for a production that hasn't been shy about its Broadway aspirations. Yet Kwei-Armah hasn't had time to look that far ahead. After that first act rehearsal last month went off without a hitch, he warned his cast that the second would include a slew of changes he had made during a late-night writing session the prior evening.
"Of course, everybody wants their show to go to Broadway and the West End," he says. "We want all of those things, but I never go into a gig going that's its destination. We're at that wonderful point in the process where anything and everything is possible. Soon it will be in front of an audience, and an audience will tell us what's next."

From left, Jade Milan, Stoney B. Woods and Holli' Gabrielle Conway. "We want to humanize this group," Milan says. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


CrazySexyCool -- The TLC Musical Friday through Aug. 9 at Arena Stage, Washington. arenastage.org.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/theater/2026/06/11/creative-process-behind-crafting-tlc-jukebox-musical/
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Going Out Guide
Where to watch the World Cup in D.C. with fans of every team
Outdoor viewing parties, embassy-sponsored events and happy hours draw passionate fans of the beautiful game. 

U.S. fans gather at Franklin Hall during the 2022 World Cup. The drumming, chanting American Outlaws supporters group will be hosting parties at the D.C. bar this summer. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn | 2026-06-11
Thirty-two years after the United States hosted the World Cup, soccer's biggest event is back in North America for the next month. And if you're not watching matches in person, whether because of sky-high ticket prices or because the D.C. region wasn't chosen as a host city, there are numerous ways to take in the games and immerse yourself in World Cup culture.
This will be the most user-friendly World Cup since Brazil 2014, at least for U.S. viewers. While you do have to account for time zones, most games kick off at 3 p.m., 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. local time, plus a handful at noon, making it easy to catch matches live, especially on weekends. The U.S. team is playing two of its three first-round games on the West Coast, meaning later-than-usual nights for East Coast viewers, but at least American fans only have to sneak out of work early one time -- and that's on a summer Friday. 
Washington is at its most international during the World Cup, when embassies organize viewing parties, Argentine and Brazilian steakhouses fill up hours before dinner, and expat groups fill local bars with jersey-wearing fans. We've seen the bewilderment on the faces of tourists wandering into the Elephant and Castle pub near FBI headquarters and being met by a wall of orange-clad Dutch supporters, and we've been drenched in free champagne at the French Embassy after Les Bleus won the title in 2018. 
Whether you're looking to cheer for the red, white and blue, follow a particular international team, or just soak in the atmosphere at an outdoor viewing party, here's how to catch World Cup fever.
FIFA Fan Zone on the National Mall
When FIFA didn't select D.C. or Baltimore to host matches back in 2022, local soccer fans consoled themselves knowing that at least the National Mall would host a giant fan zone, right? These public outdoor viewing parties have been a staple of the World Cup since the 2002 tournament in South Korea. Rumors began to trickle out about a fan fest earlier this year, but it wasn't officially confirmed until May 26, just two weeks before play begins. (It's still not listed on FIFA's website among the official fan zones.) The fan zone is taking over the first block of the Mall, between Third and Fourth streets NW. Like the Great American State Fair and other Freedom 250 events on the Mall, details are still thin. Organizers say gates will open an hour before the first match of the day, and there will be "interactive activities, great food, and immersive entertainment" in addition to the games being shown on a large screen. Admission is free. The event website has a form to register for advance tickets, but it also says "walk-ups are welcome." Through July 19. freedom250.org. Free. Reservations recommended. 
Summer of Soccer at the Wharf 
The Wharf is shutting down Pearl Street -- the narrow alley that's home to Pearl Street Warehouse, Colada Shop and other businesses -- and installing a 14-foot jumbo screen to show matches every day of the tournament. Start times vary, but organizers say they'll show most games between noon and 9 p.m., and all U.S. and Argentina games regardless of when they kick off. The first two U.S. matches include "sip and stroll zone" that allows viewers to carry alcohol within the designated area. Seating is available on restaurant patios and some high tables in the alley. Outside chairs are forbidden. A full schedule is available on the Wharf's website. Through July 19. wharfdc.com. Free.
United in Play at Franklin Park and Tingey Plaza
For the first two weekends of the tournament, D.C. United is hosting public viewing parties in two different outdoor spaces. From June 12 to 14, the team will be set up in Franklin Park, watching the U.S. and Paraguay on Friday night, Brazil vs. Morocco on Saturday, and a triple-header of matches on Sunday featuring Germany, the Netherlands and the Ivory Coast. The fun moves to Navy Yard's Tingey Plaza from June 19 to 21, with three games scheduled per day, including the U.S. taking on Australia on June 19. All days include youth soccer activities, music, food trucks and interactive games. Free tickets are required. June 12-14 and 19-21. dcunited.com. Free. 
Watch the World Play at the Mosaic District
Strawberry Park, the large turf area that the Mosaic District in Merrifield uses for outdoor concerts and movie screenings, is welcoming crowds of fans on selected days during the World Cup. The park is opening predominantly for afternoon matches, with food and drink specials available. Only one U.S. match is scheduled. Select matches June 13-22, plus some knockout rounds. mosaicdistrict.com/soccer. Free. 
Soccer Screenings at National Harbor
The giant LED screen overlooking the Potomac River at National Harbor is in regular use for weekly movie nights, concerts and other community events, but it's making time for soccer this summer, too. The party gets underway on June 12 with the first games for Canada (3 p.m.) and the U.S. (9 p.m.), and activities including a beer garden and interactive games. Look for early games -- usually kickoffs between noon and 3 p.m. -- to be shown for the rest of the month. Through June 26. nationalharbor.com. Free. 
Lamont Plaza Watch Parties
"Soccer is for the people!" says Mount Pleasant Main Street, and the neighborhood organization is organizing viewing parties in the community's plaza at the intersection of Mount Pleasant and Lamont streets NW. Grab dinner from a local restaurant before watching games on a projection screen. The fun begins June 12 with the U.S. and Paraguay; see the full schedule on Instagram: instagram.com/mountpleasantmainst.

Ireland's Four Courts, recently named the best soccer bar in America by the popular podcast network Men in Blazers, is expected to be crowded for World Cup games this year. (Tom Brenner/For The Washington Post)


Representing one of three host countries, the U.S. national team bears the weight of heavy expectations. Much of the fan base believes the Americans can at least get to the round of 16, the stage at which the team exited at the 2022 World Cup. And for the next few weeks, die-hard and casual fans alike will be following the team at packed pubs, in crowded beer gardens, and even on movie screens. 
American Outlaws at Solace Outpost and Franklin Hall
The most recognizable supporters, both in the stands and at local bars, are the American Outlaws. The bandanna-wearing fans brought stadium vibes to the basement of Astro Beer Hall, with nonstop drums and chanting. No wonder there were lines down the block before matches in both 2022 and 2014. This time, the Outlaws will have two bars in D.C.: Solace Outpost taproom in Navy Yard and the spacious Franklin Hall near U Street. Solace promises custom American Outlaws-themed cans as well as $6 pilsner drafts during all games; Franklin Hall promises food and drink specials for all games. Both bars will offer full sound for all games throughout the tournament -- if the fans don't drown it out. See instagram.com/americanoutlawsdc for updates.
Ireland's Four Courts
Fresh off being named "America's Best Soccer Bar" by soccer enthusiasts Men in Blazers, Arlington landmark Ireland's Four Courts is gearing up for a busy World Cup. Obviously, the 30-year-old pub is showing every match. But managers are expecting to be exceptionally busy during U.S. matches -- so much so that they're instituting special rules that sound like St. Patrick's Day. On June 12, for example, they'll close after the Canada game and begin allowing U.S. fans to enter at 5:30 p.m. (Remember, kickoff is at 9.) When the indoor section of the bar hits capacity, they'll begin allowing fans onto the covered back patio until that, too, is full, and at that point, admission will be one-in, one-out, with a limited menu. Note that parties must be complete to be seated together. See all the details at irelandsfourcourts.com/worldcup/.
Copa Tysons at Starr Hill Biergarten
The Copa Tysons program brings soccer viewing parties to bars and restaurants around Tysons, but the best atmosphere is at the Starr Hill Biergarten, the centerpiece of the Perch, a 21/2-acre rooftop park above the Capital One Hall complex. A terraced lawn faces a cozy amphitheater, which holds a 24-foot screen, where you'll be able to watch all three U.S. group stage games. Grab one of the 20 Starr Hill beers, cocktails or seltzers on draft before finding a seat. Dogs and kids are welcome. The Perch also includes the Perch Putt mini-golf course, food trucks and an area for picnics. Read more and make reservations through starrhilltysons.com/events.
Penn Social
What's more American than Jell-O shots and light beer? "Red, White and Loud" is the theme at Penn Social, where drink specials during American group stage games include $2 Jell-O shots and $6 Michelob Ultras. pennsocialdc.com.
Soccer at Arlington Drafthouse
The Arlington Drafthouse is showing June 12's match between the U.S. and Paraguay on its full-size movie screen. Doors open at 8 p.m., and while admission is free, reservations are strongly recommended. arlingtondrafthouse.com/shows/world-soccer.

Public Bar Live is a popular choice for supporters of South American teams, including Argentina. (Astrid Riecken/For The Washington Post)


Soccer is the world's game, and every four years, embassies, expat organizations and the DMV's international communities bring fans together to celebrate. 
Argentina: After a quarter century of serving brochette, empanadas and grilled steaks, Rockville's El Patio expanded to a second location in May. While some fans of La Albiceleste may instinctively head for the original restaurant, owner Guillermo Ribulotta says in an email that the new location, off Shady Grove Road, might be better: "Our new Traville location is particularly well-equipped for the viewing experience, featuring additional TVs, a larger dining area, an expanded bar, and improved sight lines throughout the restaurant." Either way, arrive early: In 2022, as the Messi-led team advanced through the tournament, crowds were common. 
Austria: Austria is back in the World Cup for the first time since 1998, and it won't be easy. The embassy is hosting a viewing party for Austria's match against defending champions Argentina at the Aslin beer garden on 14th Street NW on June 22. While registration is requested, it's not required. 
Belgium: Like several other countries on this list, the Embassy of Belgium is spreading the love during the group stage, hosting watch parties at three different restaurants. Join the Belgians to cheer for their Red Devils at Belga Cafe on Barracks Row (June 15); St. Arnold's Mussel Bar near Dupont (June 21) and the Aslin beer garden (June 26), which is a joint party with the Embassy of New Zealand. Belga and Aslin are both free and first come, first seated; reservations are available for St. Arnold's.
Additionally, Belga Cafe is showing all Belgium matches with Belgian beer specials. Georgetown's Sovereign Belgian beer bar is offering half-price mussels and $6 Brugse Zot blonde ale during all Belgium (and U.S.) matches. 
Brazil: An Adams Morgan destination since 1992, the Grill From Ipanema shows Brazil games and hosts samba dance parties year round, but it's full of canary yellow during the World Cup, when reservations are strongly recommended if you want a seat. (Four years ago, you couldn't miss the crowds lining up to take photos in front of an enormous Brazilian flag on Columbia Road.) Brazilian cultural organization Arena Brazou is hosting viewing parties in New York, Chicago and D.C. during the first round; locally, the screenings are on the rooftop of the Clarendon Ballroom, with DJs and live music to go with the caipirinhas and soccer. Admission is $25. 
Canada: Les Rouges have only played in the World Cup on three occasions -- including this year, when they'll be co-hosts. The Embassy of Canada will host a trio of game-watch parties: at Suzie Q's, across from Nationals Park, on June 12 and 24, and at Franklin Hall on June 18.
Colombia: Public Bar Live on 18th Street NW has long been a stronghold for Los Cafeteros, with drink specials and big screens, plus music at halftime.
Croatia: Introducing the Washington area's honorary home team in the World Cup, since the Vatreni, who finished third at the 2022 World Cup, are based and training in Alexandria. The Association of Croatian American Professionals is hosting viewing parties at Franklin Hall, where checkerboard jerseys are encouraged. 
England and Scotland: The Embassy of the United Kingdom has the curious responsibility of organizing viewing parties for two of the participants in the World Cup: England and Scotland both qualified for the World Cup for the first time since 1998. Duke's Grocery in Foggy Bottom is hosting three first-round screenings: England vs. Croatia (June 17), Scotland vs. Morocco (June 19), and England vs. Panama (June 27), says owner Daniel Kramer. Other destinations for English and Scottish fans include Duke's Grocery in Dupont Circle and the Queen Vic on H Street, which was packed for England matches during the team's run to the final of Euro 2024. The pub will open early for all England, Scotland and U.S. matches.
Egypt: You'd expect a restaurant with a mural of Egyptian striker Mo Salah on its wall to show the World Cup, and you'd be correct: Fava Pot is hosting a screening of Egypt and Belgium on June 15 at its newest location at the Boro in Tysons. Red and black attire is encouraged. 
France: The Union des Francais de l'Etranger, an international organization for French expats, is back at Penn Social in Penn Quarter after an epic run to the final last time around. Join the Francophone crowd for $6 bottles of Kronenbourg beer and $35 bottles of French red or white wine, and the game on a giant screen. The group is also organizing viewing parties at Gustave Boulangerie in Del Ray. Reservations are suggested. The Alliance Francaise, a French cultural institution, is hosting screenings of all three first-round games at its Kalorama headquarters, and the first match, against Senegal, is already sold out. Admission is $7.18 for nonmembers. The third match, against Norway on June 26, is followed by a talk (in French) about the evolution of soccer in France compared with the U.S.
Germany: The German Embassy has two official viewing parties: Staffers will be at the Aslin beer garden on June 14, and at the Heurich House's Dupont Circle beer garden on June 20. The Goethe Institut, a German cultural institute in Logan Circle, is sponsoring game-watching parties at Pitchers, an LGBTQ sports bar in Adams Morgan, on June 14 and 25 for Pride Month, and at the Atlas Brew Works taproom in Anacostia on June 20. Prost, a German bar in Mount Vernon Triangle, will have sound on for all Germany matches, along with discounted liters of beer and snacks, while the venerable Old Europe in Glover Park is billing itself as a family-friendly place to watch matches. 
Ghana: Appioo, the Shaw restaurant run by Ghanaian chef Prince Matey, is a popular destination to watch West African teams in the World Cup, with traditional dishes like kelewele and red red washed down with Club Lager or palm wine.
Haiti: The Embassy of Haiti, the Haitian Ladies Network and U.S. nonprofit Roots of Development, which works with community aid groups in Haiti, are teaming up for a viewing party at Hook Hall on June 24, from 5 to 9 p.m. In addition to showing the match against Morocco, the event features live Haitian music from Rara Bel Poze, a marketplace with Haitian art, and Haitian food and drink for sale. Tickets are $12.51 for ages 12 and older, and free for children age 11 and younger.
Mexico: There's no shortage of places for Mexican fans to watch El Tri this summer. If you'd like to do a little meeting-and-greeting in addition to cheering, MXDC, the Mexican Professionals Network, and the Mexicanos in D.C. Meetup group are hosting events at Public Bar (June 11 against South Africa and June 24 against the Czech Republic) and Penn Social (June 18 against South Korea and, if Mexico gets out of its group, June 30). In addition, they'll have a Panini sticker swap at the first Penn Social game. El Rey in Navy Yard is positioning itself as the "Official Unofficial Bar" for Mexican fans, with bucket and pitcher specials.
The Netherlands: There's nothing particularly Dutch about Elephant and Castle, an English-style pub near Federal Triangle, but it's been a Dutch stronghold since 2014, turning the bar a shocking shade of orange during all matches. (We've even spotted a stuffed lion or two.) Get there early to join the D.C. Dutch expat group. 
Panama: The Embassy of Panama and cultural organization Panamenos en el DMV are hosting a party at Metrobar for the team's first game against Ghana on June 17, with music by DJ Rey Parker and Panamanian food by Frituras Granpau, beginning at 7 p.m.
South Africa: Bafana Bafana gets its World Cup campaign underway against Mexico on June 11, and the embassy is sponsoring a viewing party at Buddy's in Columbia Heights. Doors open at 1 p.m., two hours before kickoff. 
South Korea: Match screenings, Korean cultural performances and complimentary Korean snacks are offered at three viewing parties in Northern Virginia, organized by groups including the Korean Cultural Center and the Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism. The events take place at the Washington Korean Central Presbyterian Church in Centreville (June 11 and 24) and the Messiah Presbyterian Church of Washington in Annandale (June 18). Space is limited, so RSVPs are required.
Spain: The young but traditional Spanish restaurant Casa Teresa is just a few blocks from the Embassy of Spain, making it a natural choice for staffers after work. For Spain's matches on June 15 and 26, Casa Teresa is teaming up with the embassy to show the games on a projection screen and other TVs with discounted drinks and snacks, including sangria and cava for $10 per glass or $40 per pitcher, while Estrella beer is $4 or $8. If Spain wins, everyone gets a free glass of sparkling wine. For Spain's June 21 match against Saudi Arabia, the party moves to Franklin Hall. D.C.'s best known Spanish restaurant, Jaleo, is supporting Spain by showing all matches and relaunching its "Futbol Club" menu of bar snacks and small bites -- think empanadas, flautas and Spanish hot dogs -- along with $5 Spanish beers and an international cocktail menu. 
Switzerland: Steak Frites, the warm-weather version of Stable, the city's only Swiss restaurant, is showing up for its team. The H Street NE restaurant is offering Swiss food and drink specials during all three first-round matches. Ticketed reservations are required for each game: The $18.18 fee includes one beverage and a guaranteed seat. 

The embassies of Belgium and Canada teamed up to host a viewing party at NoMa's Wunder Garten during the 2022 World Cup. (Fritz Hahn/The Washington Post)


With the majority of games broadcast on Fox, any bar, from a fancy multiscreen sports bar to the smallest neighborhood tavern, can show World Cup games. The question is whether the drink specials and vibes are worth it. Here are some of our favorites. 
Boundary Stone: The Bloomingdale tavern is more of an American football bar, but it's offering $6 local beers during games shown during its usual hours.
The Bullpen: The large outdoor beer garden by Nationals Park is showing games throughout the tournament, including the U.S., Canada, Brazil, Germany and the Netherlands on opening weekend. Just check the online schedules, as the venue also hosts day parties and concerts that preempt the World Cup, and crowds of Nats fans might descend before and after baseball games.
Cafe Citron: The longtime Dupont Circle destination for salsa dancing, mojitos and margaritas caters to crowds from across Central and South America. Its calendar of games prioritizes Spanish-speaking countries, including Colombia, Panama, Uruguay and Mexico.
Casta's at Bodega: The "Latino Fan Zone" at the Foggy Bottom bar is showing games on its big screen with exclusively Spanish language commentary. There are drink specials when different teams are playing -- aguardiente for Colombia, caipirinhas for Brazil -- and fans can win prizes by guessing the correct score before the match. 
Hi-Lawn: There's a new look to the artificial turf at the rooftop bar above Union Market: Hi-Lawn is remaking its "lawn" to resemble a soccer field. With a 12-foot screen outdoors and more TVs under a tent, it can be your built-in backup plan in case a D.C. summer storm pops up. Check the schedule ahead of time to make sure no private parties are happening. 
La Cosecha: Union Market's Latin American marketplace is screening matches throughout the tournament, with a focus on countries like Colombia, Mexico and Argentina, with specials from La Cosecha's vendors. Don't miss other World Cup experiences in the neighborhood, including pickup games at the Yard, a turf lot one block over on Fifth Street, run by Guerilla FC. 
The Midlands: The popular Park View beer garden isn't taking reservations for games, so get there early for prime seats. (Air conditioning or fresh air, take your pick.) Deals include $5 Miller Lite pints and discounted Corona buckets.
The Roost: The beer program at the Roost draws heavily on beers and traditional beer styles from the Czech Republic, England, Germany and, of course, the U.S. The family-friendly food hall on the eastern end of Capitol Hill is showing all World Cup matches, but it will put the sound on for games involving those four counties. No matter who's playing, deals include $6 lagers and cask ales, $10 wings and burgers and $15 one-topping pizzas.
Toro Bar: The soccer-loving Columbia Heights pool hall is boasting about its new 110-inch TV wall and upgraded sound system ahead of the tournament. Expect crowds for Mexico games; it'll be showing every game with drink specials. 
Wunder Garten: This NoMa beer garden was international soccer central during the 2022 World Cup, with a regular stream of viewing parties and embassy meetups. It warmed up for this year's tournament by hosting the German Embassy for the U.S.-Germany friendly. Watch the schedule for pop-up events, and get there early if you want to stake out a spot in a tent out of the sun. German beers, and offerings from Little Miner Taco and CaliBurger are always available. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/06/10/where-watch-world-cup-dc-area/
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Washington Commanders
How a little camera changed the Commanders' perspective
GoPros, the accessory of choice for mountain bikers, skydivers and skiers, are changing how Washington's coaches watch practices. 

Quarterback Marcus Mariota works out during the Commanders' practice on Tuesday. (Nick Wass/AP)


By Les Carpenter | 2026-06-11
When the Washington Commanders' quarterbacks grabbed their new helmets before the spring's first practice, they found a strange alteration: a tiny camera protruding from the helmet's brim, wiggling in the air like a miniature crane.
Nobody warned the quarterbacks this was coming. 
"They just happened to be there," said Marcus Mariota, the team's No. 2 quarterback.
He didn't ask questions. He pulled on the helmet and headed to practice, camera and all. 
How could he know that in the NFL, where teams spend hundreds of thousands of dollars on film equipment, that the breakout technology of the Commanders' offseason workouts would be a camera, half the size of a smartphone that can be found on the shelf of any electronics store? But the cameras, known as GoPros, and more commonly the accessory of choice for mountain bikers, skydivers and skiers, have actually changed the way Washington's coaches are watching practices. 
Just not in the way you might imagine. 
A lot is new around Washington this spring, especially on offense. A 5-12 season the year before tends to bring big changes. The team entered its NFL-mandated practices, officially known as Organized Team Activities (OTAs), with a new offensive coordinator, new quarterbacks coach and a new offense. 
The frenetic no-huddle, shotgun formation of the past two years has been replaced with a more deliberate approach that requires the offense to huddle  with the quarterback naming the play and then lining up directly behind the center. This requires a different kind of communication than the players are accustomed to, with more steps and more ways for things to go wrong. 

The details of how cameras wound up on their helmets remain a mystery to the Commanders' quarterbacks, including Mariota. (Nick Wass/AP)


This winter, as the Commanders' coaches tried to think of tools to assess the transition to huddling before each play, the idea of using a GoPro came up.  Coach Dan Quinn credits new offensive coordinator David Blough,  though the details of how cameras wound up on their helmets remain a mystery to Washington's quarterbacks. 
All they know is they suddenly have a new perspective no one  imagined possible. 
In these days when everything on a football field can be measured, from the velocity of every pass to a player's heartbeat, the huddle has been the last frontier of old-fashioned ball. Just 11 players all alone and nobody else. For more than 100 years what has happened in the huddle has stayed in the huddle. 
Until now. 
Because the tiny cameras also have microphones, every word uttered inside the huddle can be recorded and saved and later watched and evaluated to see how the quarterbacks are announcing the plays, then breaking the huddle and walking to the line. 
"It's a good chance for us to hear ourselves how we're articulating [plays]," third-string quarterback Sam Hartman said. "We try and paint a picture with the play [calls]."
How well the quarterbacks are verbally painting those pictures can finally be critiqued. 
"And hey, [we can ask] 'Was there a communication error [and] why?'" Mariota said. "Maybe the split was different, or you know, maybe we went the wrong way, or something like that. It's just like, so it can just like zero it in and say, 'Okay we got to clean something up in the huddle.'"
After practices, coaches have some of the footage cut up into short clips and placed into their daily film sessions with the quarterbacks as well as some of the other position players who were in the huddle. 
"It definitely gives insight," Quinn said. 

Starter Jayden Daniels takes a break from the helmet during workouts. (Nick Wass/AP)


At first Quinn was a skeptic. He wasn't sure what kind of video the cameras would deliver. Maybe he was imagining the hell-raising movies filmed by mountain bikers careening down mountains, the ones where tree branches slap into the screen and wipeouts turn into death spirals filled with dirt and rocks and tumbling leaves.
He worried the helmet feeds would feel "seasick."
"You know like up and down and all over the place," he said.
What the cameras aren't as good at capturing is the actual football action. Though it would seem they would give great insight into the way a quarterback is scanning the field before making a throw or seeing a hidden blitz, the truth is more complicated. 
"My helmet's going to be looking this way and my eyes are going to be looking that way," Hartman said. 
The camera, of course, is going to point in the same direction as the helmet. 
It also isn't good for long passes, with the play downfield too far away or out of focus. 
Still, there have been some throws the quarterbacks have made this spring that wouldn't look as great on the traditional television-style feeds they normally watch. It's in those moments that they rush to meeting rooms after practices to watch the helmet angles so everyone else can watch the same brilliance they saw through their eyes. 
"Marcus had a throw with everybody on the ball and we were like 'Yeah, that [clip] we're [going to be] looking at,'" Hartman said. 
He was asked if he thought it would be included in the next day's film session.
"It's already going in," he said. 
Hartman is 26, meaning he is of a generation raised on constant  technology. He grew up sticking GoPros into the lake near his childhood house in Charlotte to watch the fish. With the highlight videos from his camera feed starting to pile up, he imagines making a TV show with starting quarterback Jayden Daniels he would call "Sam and Co." He fears Daniels will not agree to the name. Or even the concept. 
"It will be monetized by me shortly," he said. 
Then he laughed and picked up his helmet with its camera on the brim and headed to the locker room and an afternoon of helmet highlights. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2026/06/11/how-little-camera-changed-commanders-perspective/
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