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    Pentagon chief lashes out at NATO allies and announces a review of US forces in Europe
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            U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth lashed out at NATO allies on Thursday, announcing a six-month Pentagon review of American forces in Europe that will depend on how fast they take responsibility for their own security.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, right, speaks during a meeting of the North Atlantic Council in defense ministers format at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Germany's Defense Minister Boris Pistorius, center right, speaks with Norway's Defense Minister Tore Sandvik, center left, prior to a meeting of the North Atlantic Council in defense ministers format at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: Italy's Defense Minister Guido Crosetto, fourth right, greets United States Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, front second left, during a group photo of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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[image: United States Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks during a press statement on arrival for a meeting of NATO defense ministers at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth lashed out at NATO allies on Thursday, announcing a six-month Pentagon review of American forces in Europe whose outcome will depend on how fast the Europeans take responsibility for their own security.
The threat of a review was yet another surprise for European allies and Canada as they learn to deal with an increasingly unpredictable ally. U.S. officials and senior military officers had promised to coordinate closely with the Europeans as America draws down.

    
        
    
Just weeks ago, the Trump administration said that it would no longer provide as much military support should any NATO member come under attack, leaving them scrambling to find equipment to plug any gaps.
In recent months, U.S. President Donald Trump and the Pentagon have sent conflicting signals about whether America is reducing or increasing its military footprint in Europe, as well as threatening to annex Greenland, a semiautonomous island that is part of ally Denmark.

    
"This will be a real review. It will be designed to ensure that NATO is moving fast and irreversibly toward Europe leading, stepping up to take primary responsibility for the defense of Europe," Hegseth told his NATO counterparts. "It's a review that some countries will fail and others will pass with flying colors."



    
        




    




A public dressing down over base use, gender and migration
In a fiery speech at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Hegseth also lambasted European allies for failing to provide U.S. forces access to bases in Europe to launch attacks on Iran, calling it "shameful."
"These allies, they put America's sons and daughters, our sons and daughters, at risk by denying them the predictable access, basing and overflight that never should have been in question at all," he said. The review would also assess whether the U.S. has full access and overflight "when we need it."

    
        
    
While defense ministers and military officers sat in silence, Hegseth railed against migration and gender equality policies in Europe, in remarks reminiscent to those of Vice President JD Vance in February last year that angered many Europeans.

    
"Instead of tanks and fighters and air defenses, the focus has been on gender equity and climate change and defense austerity. Europe's borders flew wide open, welfare states expanded, defense budgets cratered, along with Europe's belief in itself and its civilization," Hegseth said.

    
        
    
Hegseth's comments largely mischaracterized European policies today. On defense, European allies and Canada have launched an unprecedented effort to boost defense spending and expand their armed forces. NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte noted on Thursday that they spent $90 billion more on defense last year, a 20% increase over 2024. And while Europe accepted large numbers of migrants and asylum seekers more than a decade ago, most countries have tightened their borders since.
It does not augur well for a summit of NATO leaders in Turkey on July 7-8.

    
A rare and short visit to NATO
It was a rare visit to NATO by Hegseth, his first this year after skipping a meeting in February. The Pentagon chief did not stay long on Thursday either, leaving well before this gathering was over and hours before Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was due to press allies for more weapons for his country.
Speaking to reporters at Brussels airport before flying home, Hegseth said, "It was great to hear country after country say, 'We're going to meet our target. We're going to meet our target.' There are still a few outliers, and we will be clear with them as we do this review."
NATO's supreme allied commander, an American, is working on backup plans to defend Europe after the U.S. signaled on June 3 that it would no longer supply an aircraft carrier and support ships, aerial refueling planes and dozens of fighter jets, among other military assets, in a crisis.
The Trump administration insists that it needs to be able to plan for two simultaneous conflicts and wants more military resources at hand should it clash with China in the Indo-Pacific region.
Under NATO's collective security guarantee - Article 5 of its founding treaty - the 32 allies pledge that an attack on one of them will be considered an attack on all. It does not oblige them to provide military support, although many likely would.
In essence, the United States is scaling back how it might help should an ally trigger Article 5.

    
US nuclear weapons will stay
The U.S. has by far NATO's biggest armed forces. It does not intend to withdraw its nuclear weapons in Europe, which are key to NATO's deterrence. To underscore that point, NATO's Nuclear Planning Group issued its first statement in 19 years after Thursday's meeting.
In the statement, it "recalled that the strategic nuclear forces of the Alliance remain the supreme guarantee of Allied security and underpin NATO's extended deterrence architecture."
The ministers "agreed to continue enhancing NATO's nuclear deterrence mission by modernizing NATO's nuclear capabilities, strengthening its nuclear planning capacity, and adapting to achieve its security interests."

    
Rutte played down the impact of the U.S. decision, saying that the NATO Force Model - the system for organizing what forces member countries will provide commanders in times of peace, crisis or conflict - is just "a planning tool," and not a reflection of what would actually happen.
"If war breaks out, we will all max out what we need to do to make sure we can fight the war," Rutte told reporters. "In the planning phase, it is important to know what we can count on. What is in theory there."

He said that some European countries "are already backfilling a lot of those resources, in other cases, we are nearly there, and there is still areas where we need more work to do. So we are in a good place."
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[image: A 1,200-year-old Major Oak tree, where Robin Hood allegedly used as a hide out, stands in Sherwood Forest near Nottinghamshire, England, on Oct. 19, 2007. (AP Photo/Simon Dawson, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A massive ancient oak tree linked to the legend of Robin Hood may have been loved to death.
The 1,200-year-old Major Oak in Sherwood Forest is believed to have died after it didn't sprout leaves this spring, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds said Thursday.
Visitors over the past two centuries who viewed the tree's gnarled limbs and sprawling canopy in Nottingham compressed the soil, making it difficult for rain to reach its roots, the conservation group said.
The forest has been under threat for years and the tree had been rumored to have died in the past -- only to have the group confirm it was still alive. 
That is no longer the case.
"The tree's failure to produce leaves this year is heartbreaking for everyone," Hollie Drake of the RSPB said in a statement announcing the death. 
The tree is said to have sheltered Robin Hood, the legendary 13th-century bandit who stole from the rich and gave to the poor and took refuge in the forest when being pursued by the sheriff of Nottingham.

    
It got its name after being mentioned in a book on oaks by Major Hayman Rooke in 1790 that led to the first wave of fans who flocked to the forest.



    
        




    




It's impossible to say what killed the tree, but the footprints of millions contributed to its downfall, along with intervention to shore up its massive limbs using cables and poles. Climate change that has brought heat waves and drought was also blamed.

    
        
    
Tree experts found the root system strangled and starved. 
"Ancient trees like the Major Oak are the 'conservation white rhinos of the U.K.' but their decline is far less visible," said Ed Pyne, of the Woodland Trust. "Saving them is vital to the health of the world we live in and yet most disappear quietly, without the recognition or care given to the Major Oak."
In addition to its place in folklore, the forest is known for Sherwood oaks that floated the ships of Vice Admiral Horatio Nelson's Royal Navy in the late 18th and early 19th centuries and as timbers in the roof of St. Paul's Cathedral in London. 

    
The Major Oak was spared from the saw and has been protected by a fence since the 1970s. 

"The Major Oak will continue to stand at the heart of Sherwood as a natural monument for visitors to come and see, living on in the legend of Robin Hood and continuing to provide as much support to the forest's ecosystem in death as in life," Drake said. 
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                                        Senior U.S. officials on Wednesday read the memorandum of understanding with Iran to journalists after days of secrecy over what is in the document.
The officials spoke on condition of anonymity to read the deal before a formal signing ceremony set for Friday. Iranian state TV later released text that largely tracked what the U.S. put out. 
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, whose country has been mediating between the sides, later said the leaders of the U.S. and Iran had signed the deal and it "shall enter into force with immediate effect."
Here is what is in the deal:
1. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran and their allies in the current war by signing this MOU declare the immediate and permanent termination of military operations on all fronts, including in Lebanon, and undertake from now on not to initiate any war or any military operation against each other and to refrain from the threat or use of force against each other and ensuring the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Lebanon. The final deal will confirm the permanent termination of the war on all fronts including in Lebanon and other provisions of this paragraph.

    
2. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran undertake to respect each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity and to refrain from interfering in each other's internal affairs. 



    
        




    




3. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran commit to negotiating and achieving the final deal in maximum 60 days extendable with mutual consent.

    
        
    
4. Immediately upon the signing of this MOU, the United States of America will begin the removal of its naval blockade and any disturbances or impediments against the Islamic Republic of Iran and will fully end the naval blockade within 30 days. During this period, the traffic of vessels will be in proportion to the numbers of prewar traffic being restored by the Islamic Republic of Iran. The United States of America further undertakes to remove its forces from the proximity of the Islamic Republic of Iran within 30 days after the final deal. 

    
5. Upon the signing of this MOU, the Islamic Republic of Iran will make arrangements using its best efforts for the safe passage of commercial vessels with no charge for 60 days only from the Persian Gulf to the Sea of Oman and vice versa. The traffic of commercial vessels will immediately start and, considering the needs for removing the technical and military obstacles and demining by the Islamic Republic of Iran, will be instated within 30 days. The Islamic Republic of Iran will conduct dialogue with the Sultanate of Oman to define the future administration and maritime services in the Strait of Hormuz in discussion with other Persian Gulf littoral states in line with the applicable international law and the sovereign rights of coastal states of the Strait of Hormuz. 

    
        
    
6. The United States of America undertakes with regional partners to develop a definitive mutually agreed plan with at least USD 300 billion for the reconstruction and economic development of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The mechanism for the implementation of this plan will be finalized as part of a final deal within 60 days. All required licenses, waivers and permissions needed for the relevant financial transactions will be granted by the United States of America.

    
7. The United States of America undertakes to terminate all types of sanctions against the Islamic Republic of Iran, including the United Nations Security Council resolutions, IAEA Board of Governors resolutions and all unilateral U.S. sanctions, primary and secondary, in an agreed upon schedule as part of the final deal. The Islamic Republic of Iran and the United States of America acknowledge the critical importance of the sanctions termination issue above mentioned and express their intentions to immediately address these issues in the negotiations in order to achieve mutual agreement on them. 
8. The Islamic Republic of Iran reaffirms that it shall not procure or develop nuclear weapons. United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran have agreed to resolve the disposition of stockpile enriched material pursuant to a mechanism that will be mutually agreed upon in accordance with the schedule mentioned in Paragraph 7 with the minimum methodology to be downblending on site under the supervision of the IAEA. The two parties also agreed to discuss the issue of enrichment and other mutually agreed matters related to the Islamic Republic of Iran's nuclear needs, based on a satisfactory framework being agreed upon in the final deal. The final deal will confirm the provisions of this paragraph. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran acknowledge the critical importance of the nuclear issues above mentioned and express their intention to immediately address these issues in the negotiations in order to achieve mutual agreement on them. 

    
9. Pending the final deal, the United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran agree to maintain the status quo. The Islamic Republic will maintain the current status quo of its nuclear program and the United States of America will not impose any new sanctions and will not deploy additional forces in the region.

    
10. The United States of America undertakes that immediately upon the signing of this MOU and until the termination of sanctions the U.S. Department of Treasury will issue waivers for the export of Iranian crude oil, petroleum products and derivatives and all associated services including banking transactions, insurances, transportation, etc. 
11. The United States of America undertakes to make fully available for use the frozen or restricted funds and assets of the Islamic Republic of Iran upon the implementation of this MOU. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran will mutually agree on the procedures related to the release of these funds during the negotiations. Such funds, whether retained in the original account or transferred shall be made fully usable for payment to any ultimate beneficiary designated by the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The United States of America undertakes to issue all necessary licenses and authorizations accordingly. 
12. The United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran agree that an executive mechanism will be established to monitor the successful implementation of this MOU and the future compliance of the final deal. 

13. After signing this MOU and subject to the beginning of the implementation of paragraphs 1, 4, 5, 10 and 11 of this MOU, and the continuing implementation of these measures, the United States of America and the Islamic Republic of Iran will start negotiations regarding the final deal exclusively on the other paragraphs. 
14. The final deal will be endorsed by binding UNSC resolution.
___
Associated Press writers Michelle L. Price and Matthew Lee in Washington and Meg Kinnard in Columbia, S.C., contributed to this report.
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[image: Horses and carriages wait for customers on Oct. 23, 2013, near Central Park in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A teenager thrown to the ground Wednesday when a Central Park carriage horse bolted away from its driver has died, according to police.
The 18-year-old was riding in the horse-drawn carriage with three other passengers when the accident happened just before 3 p.m., according to the New York Police Department. At least two passengers were sent flying out of the careening cab.
The teenager was initially hospitalized in critical condition. The other passengers refused medical treatment.
A representative for the Transport Workers Union, which represents carriage industry employees, said the driver had dismounted to take a photograph of his passengers, which they are not supposed to do. 
The horse had been in the park for only six weeks, according to Alexander Kemp, the administrative vice president of the union's local chapter. He said he wants a full investigation.

    
"Safety in the park has been a growing concern among many, and improvements are needed to be made with respect to all vehicles, including e-bicycles, delivery vehicles, pedicabs, and horse-drawn carriages," he said in a statement.



    
        




    




Video showed the horse sprinting through the park as two people appeared to jump from the four-wheeled carriage. A second video shows the cab toppling over after clipping the wheels of another carriage on the park's busy loop.
It's a fraught moment for Central Park's 150-year-old horse-drawn carriage industry. The industry has long been seen as a quaint attraction that offers tourists a romantic remnant of a bygone New York, while providing hundreds of jobs to drivers, along with many farm and racing horses. But they are now facing the growing threat of a ban from opponents who say the rides are both inhumane to horses and a danger to city residents.

    
        
    
Wednesday's event follows several recent horse-related problems in the park, including the fatal collapse of a horse last week.

    
The Central Park Conservancy, the nonprofit which operates the park and came out last summer in support of banning horse-drawn carriages, said the back-to-back events should bring an end to the industry. 


    
        
    
"A young man came to enjoy our park and lost his life," the group said in a statement. "That is not an acceptable cost of an antiquated industry operating in the middle of one of the most heavily used public spaces in America."
Central Park is nearly 850 acres and attracts millions of people every year. 
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[image: Pastor Jackson Lahmeyer's appears at the announcement of his run for the United States Senate, Tuesday, March 16, 2021 in Jenks, Okla. (Mike Simons/Tulsa World via AP, File)/Tulsa World via AP)]
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                                        Jackson Lahmeyer, an Oklahoma megachurch minister who founded Pastors for Trump, has withdrawn from a runoff for a U.S. House seat from Oklahoma, following reports that he had sent romantic text messages to a woman who is not his wife.
A day after advancing to the August runoff, Lahmeyer issued a statement on Wednesday saying that he had made the "difficult decision" to suspend his campaign "after prayerful consideration with my wife, Kendra, and my team over the last twenty four hours."
"I do not want to be a distraction to my family, my church, and the great people of Oklahoma's 1st Congressional District, who deserve a strong conservative voice representing them in Washington," Lahmeyer added.
Lahmeyer's email statement announcing his withdrawal hit inboxes just minutes after President Donald Trump endorsed his runoff opponent, Mark Tedford.

    
"I greatly appreciate Jackson Lahmeyer's hard work under difficult circumstances," Trump wrote, going on to call Tedford -- a state representative in Oklahoma -- "Pro Trump and MAGA all the way!"
On Monday, a day before Oklahoma's primary, Trump had reiterated his support for Lahmeyer, whom he initially endorsed last month, commending him for founding Pastors for Trump. The nationwide faith leader coalition was among the groups that worked to boost Trump in his 2024 campaign.


The Daily Mail reported Sunday that Lahmeyer had exchanged thousands of romantic text messages with a woman who worked as a fundraiser for his campaign. Multiple news organizations reported that Lahmeyer acknowledged his behavior in a now-deleted social media post, saying the matter "was already dealt with privately" and that he owned "crossing a boundary line through text messaging."

    
        
    
Lahmeyer's campaign did not immediately return a message seeking answers as to whether he had spoken with Trump before shuttering his campaign, or why he had deleted his social media accounts.


    
On the website for Sheridan Church, the Tulsa congregation that Lahmeyer pastors, he is listed as part of the lineup of an event called Remnant Rising. Other speakers include Gen. Michael Flynn, Trump's former national security adviser who pleaded guilty during the Republican's first term to lying to the FBI about his conversations with a top Russian diplomat and was later pardoned.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP
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[image: Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks about topics including politics and artificial intelligence, Monday, June 8, 2026, at the National Press Club in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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            JOEY CAPPELLETTI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As artificial intelligence companies reshape the economy and race toward trillion-dollar valuations, Sen. Bernie Sanders is proposing a sweeping transfer of wealth and power from the industry to the American public.
The legislation, shown first to The Associated Press, would create a sovereign wealth fund overseen by an independent commission and financed through a one-time 50% tax on the stock of the largest AI companies. Sanders estimates that the tax would create a nearly $7 trillion fund that would generate hundreds of billions of dollars annually in direct payments to Americans and programs such as health care, education and housing.
"The benefits cannot simply go to the handful of wealthy corporations. They will be shared by the American people," the independent Vermont senator said in an interview Wednesday. 

    
The idea of giving the public a stake in AI has recently drawn interest from figures as ideologically diverse as President Donald Trump and OpenAI CEO Sam Altman. But Sanders' proposal goes much further, calling for public ownership of half of the largest AI companies and direct influence over corporate decision-making.
"The public has got to have a significant seat at the table to make sure that terrible things do not happen to ordinary people, and that in fact, AI benefits ordinary people, not hurts them," Sanders said.



    
        




    




How the fund would work
Sanders has previously proposed the sovereign wealth fund, but the bill summary obtained by the AP is the first legislative attempt to make it a reality.
The 50% tax would apply to AI companies that reach $200 million in annual AI sales. Any new AI company that reaches that benchmark would also be subject to the tax.
It would create a sovereign wealth fund -- similar to those used by countries around the world and some U.S. states -- that Sanders estimates would be worth around $7 trillion. 

    
        
    
Unlike a traditional tax, the proposal would require companies to transfer stock rather than cash, effectively making the American public a major shareholder in the country's largest AI firms.

    
A seven-person independent commission -- nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate -- would manage the fund and use its voting shares "to block decisions that hurt the American people and to push for policies that help them," the bill summary says.
Sanders proposes that a 5% annual dividend from the fund would provide direct payments of more than $1,000 to every American. If companies grow, the gains would be used for public goods such as education, housing and health care. 
Sanders argues taxpayers would not bear the losses if AI company valuations decline.
"We're not going to lose any money, even if there is a bust in the bubble," Sanders said.
The commission would be directed to "to block decisions that hurt the American people and to push for policies that help them," according to the summary.
Sanders emphasized that the proposal is just a start.
"We think this is the best that we could do at the moment, and it's certainly a major, major, major step forward from giving unilateral and total power to a handful of multi-billionaires," Sanders said.

    
The idea has supporters in the White House and Silicon Valley
Sanders is not alone in pushing for a public stake in the companies that develop AI.
Trump, who recently signed an order to have new AI models voluntarily vetted by the government, has also mused about the government owning a stake in the companies that develop AI, saying "there's something very interesting about it, where it almost becomes a partnership with the American public." 
OpenAI -- led by Altman -- in April proposed to "create a public wealth fund that provides every citizen -- including those not invested in financial markets -- with a stake in AI-driven economic growth." 
Anthropic, one of OpenAI's top competitors and recently valued at $965 billion, has been open to similar ideas, with CEO Dario Amodei writing recently that "universal basic income could be financed through taxes on relevant companies."
Trump on Wednesday attended a session focused on AI at the G7 summit in France with top industry leaders, including Altman and Amodei.

    
Still, Sanders' push is much more aggressive than any of these. In Sanders' meeting with Altman, they remained far apart on how large of a stake the public would get, according to those in the room. 
"I think people like Sam Altman and Trump (who) may be sympathetic to this are saying: 'Okay, look, we're making zillions of dollars so we're going to be nice guys and maybe we'll buy off the public. We will give 5% of our profits back into the government,'" said Sanders. 
"That's not what we're talking about. What we're talking about are two very different things."

    
Taking the fight to voters
Sanders' "Fighting Oligarchy" tour drew massive crowds across the country last year as he appeared with high-profile lawmakers such as Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y. Asked whether he plans to make AI ownership and wealth inequality part of that message on the campaign trail, Sanders responded, "Absolutely."
It's a message other candidates are using ahead of the midterms as they tap into voters' angst about the technology. Michigan Democratic Senate candidate Mallory McMorrow unveiled a plan to "protect workers in the age of AI," while New York Democratic House candidate Alex Bores has also made AI regulation a campaign issue.
Data center projects across the country have drawn opposition from residents concerned about electricity demand, water consumption and environmental impacts. Some states once eager to attract the facilities, including Ohio and Virginia, have moved to reconsider tax incentives.
On college campuses, commencement speakers have been interrupted by boos when discussing artificial intelligence. About 70% of college students see AI as a threat to their job prospects, according to a 2025 poll by the Institute of Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School.

"Workers will be thrown out of their jobs while billionaires, multi-billionaires become even richer," Sanders said. "The American people are aware of that and don't want to see it happen."
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                    Sports

    MLB warned players about altering Pride Night caps, and Republicans took notice. Here's what to know
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                                        Efforts by Major League Baseball teams to promote LGBTQ+ inclusivity during Pride Month haven't been embraced with open arms by some of its rank-and-file players, and the league's response is prompting criticism from prominent Republican politicians.
Several members of the San Francisco Giants added Bible verses or opted not to wear the themed cap at all during the club's Pride Night on June 12. A few nights earlier, two Los Angeles Dodgers players did not wear rainbow-themed caps with their teammates.
MLB warned Giants players that writing on the caps is a violation of league policy, though the league added its issue was not with the content of the respective messages but the act of modifying the cap itself.
The fallout has included criticism from notable politicians, including Vice President JD Vance and Missouri Sen. Josh Hawley.
Here's what to know about MLB and Pride Night:

    
Giants pitcher referenced a rainbow-themed Bible verse
Several members of the San Francisco Giants pitching staff -- starter Landen Roupp and relievers JT Brubaker and Ryan Walker -- added Bible verses to their caps during a 5-1 home loss to the Chicago Cubs during San Francisco's annual Pride Night.
Roupp, a North Carolina native, wrote "Gen 9:12-16" in a silver marker on the front of the black cap, which had the team's classic "SF" logo filled in with colors of the rainbow, long a symbol of the LGBTQ+ community.
The Genesis passage includes, "I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth," according to the Bible's New International Version translation.



    
        




    




"It's just about God's covenant and a promise he makes to us and his faithfulness and his mercy," Roupp told reporters afterward. "Just kind of something I believe in and I stand firm in that and thankfully we live in a country where you know, we have freedom to believe what we want, yeah, and express what we want."
Giants reliever Sam Hentges eschewed the Pride-themed cap altogether, opting instead for the club's regular black version with the "SF" in orange.

    
        
    
MLB says its rules forbid writing on caps, regardless of the message
The league issued a pair of statements in response.
The first noted that writing on the cap violates the league's rules, and warned players about future violations.
The league issued another statement Tuesday to clarify that the "routine verbal warning" had nothing to do with the content of the respective messages but the act of modifying the uniform.
"We have given the same warning numerous times in the past to players for messages such as, 'Dad', 'Happy Mother's Day, I Love Mom,' and names of family members," the league said.

    
Conservative politicians wonder if Christian players are being targeted
Vance quote-tweeted a post mentioning MLB's warning, writing, "Trump won we don't have to do this anymore."
President Donald Trump's second administration has taken aggressive action against members of the LBGTQ+ community, the transgender community specifically.
Hawley penned a letter to MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred on Tuesday in which he expressed "grave concern" over the warning to the players. Hawley called the warning "dubious" because he feels MLB is already promoting a political viewpoint by having Pride-themed uniforms.

    
Hawley asked MLB to respond to several inquiries, including a list of all uniform violation fines over the last five years.
First-year San Francisco manager Tony Vitello, whose team entered Wednesday with the second-worst record in the National League, is trying to stay out of the fray.
"I didn't know about the vice president, it hasn't been in my world," he said. "My world's kind of been, 'How do we find a way to beat the Braves?' And then if we can beat them, try and beat them again. So hopefully our guys are focused on what they've got to do and handling their business the right way."

    
MLB has dealt with similar player resistance before, and it's not just a baseball problem
In 2022, a handful of players on the Tampa Bay Rays declined to wear rainbow-colored logos during the team's Pride Night. Reliever Jason Adam, now a member of the San Diego Padres, called it a "faith-based" decision.
"It's just what we believe the lifestyle he's (Jesus) encouraged us to live for our good, not to withhold," Adam told the Tampa Bay Times in 2022. "But we love these men and women, we care about them and we want them to feel safe and welcome here."
MLB is unique among the four major North American pro sports leagues in that a portion of its regular season falls in June, which is recognized as Pride Month in many countries, including the U.S. All but one MLB team -- the Texas Rangers -- schedules a Pride Night during June.
Other leagues, including the NBA and NHL, do have a majority of teams hold Pride-themed nights during their seasons. The NHL had a series of high-profile dust-ups around Pride Nights during the 2022-23 season.

Several players opted not to don Pride-themed pregame jerseys that season and at least two teams -- the New York Rangers and Minnesota Wild -- declined to host Pride Nights after initially advertising they would. Neither team offered a reason behind the decision.

    
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                    Entertainment

    Movie Review: 'The Death of Robin Hood' drains the blood, and life, out of an old English legend




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by A24 shows Hugh Jackman in a scene from "The Death of Robin Hood." (Aidan Monaghan/A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Hugh Jackman, left, and Bill Skarsgard in a scene from "The Death of Robin Hood." (Aidan Monaghan/A24 via AP)]
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                                        In the opening moments of Michael Sarnoski's "The Death of Robin Hood," Hugh Jackman's Robin shelters on a cold and desolate peatland. A young attacker (Jade Croot) emerges from the dark emptiness beyond his campfire. He grabs her, tells her it was a mistake to bathe. He could smell her downwind. Then he puts a knife through her skull.
Oo-de-lally, oo-de-lally, golly what a day.
Whichever version of Robin Hood is your favorite -- three cheers for the 1973 animated Disney one -- the story takes a beating in "The Death of Robin Hood." There are no knights in shining armor. There are no merry men. There is absolutely no swashbuckling.
Sarnoski, the director of the excellent Nicolas Cage thriller "Pig" and sci-fi sequel "A Quiet Place: Day One," has sapped every bit of derring-do from the folk hero. It's a thoughtful inversion of myth with some compelling ideas about the nature of storytelling. But it's a total slog. 

    
"The Death of Robin Hood" drains the blood, and life, out of an old English legend. So forget about robbing from the rich and stealing from the poor. This Robin is a grizzled marauder who can't even remember how many people he's killed. We are, to say the least, very, very far from men in tights.


This is to a purpose in Sarnoski's film, which, like Robert Eggers' "The Northman" and David Lowery's "The Green Knight," brings a primal realism to an old legend. As much as we might think of Errol Flynn or Kevin Costner, the origins of the story of Robin Hood weren't so cheery.

    
        
    
Robin Hood began as an oral tale dating back to the 12th century. A few hundred years later, the first written accounts were ballads. Sarnoski's film takes its title from one of those ballads, in which Robin Hood -- long before there was any Maid Marian to speak of -- was a mere yeoman. Only as the centuries wore on did Robin Hood gradually accrue the trappings of Sir Robin of Locksley.

    
There might have been a compelling movie to be made from those early, fragmented origins. But "The Death of Robin Hood" instead expends too much of its energy rubbing our face in the muck. Mud cakes the movie's first half, which so strenuously insists on its revisionist approach that it quickly turns tiresome.
Jackman -- weathered and bearded -- looks amazing, like a medieval Santa Claus. And so does the movie, shot across rugged, wind-swept Northern Ireland vistas by cinematographer Patrick Scola. Robin, himself, appears weighed down by the mythology around him. He doesn't use the name and calls the rumors about him "lies upon lies." But others are buoyed by it.
Little John (Bill Skarsgard) is no great friend but a reluctant companion for Robin. He listens to Little John talk up a new scheme as "a good adventure" shortly before Little John beats a man to death for bread. The battle that follows -- a muddy and mean scrum -- is even more ghastly, partly for its utter pointlessness.
This great disparity between reality and story, truth and history, takes on new dimensions when Robin clandestinely takes refuge at an island priory where Sister Brigid (Jodie Comer) tends to his wounds. He is sheltering Little John's daughter, Margaret (Faith Delaney), but their secret past is quietly threatened with the arrival of a young man (Noah Jupe) whose maimed, bandaged face evidences a recent run-in with Robin and Little John.

    
Robin's coldness and cruelty begins to melt away thanks to Sister Brigid and the peaceful life he finds there. If story had previously been a yoke around his neck, Robin realizes another purpose when he considers Margaret's future.
In a way, "The Death of Robin Hood" is an appropriately contemporary version of a much-retold story, suited to a time when lies and denial of history rule the day. But the oppressive dourness and forced cynicism of the film suffocate the characters in a way that feels no more realistic than Mel Brooks' 1993 parody. The result, while admirably considered, is almost comically misjudged -- like insisting Paddington the bear sits on a throne of lies. In the end, "The Death of Robin Hood" ironically supports an old movie axiom: Print the legend.

"The Death of Robin Hood," an A24 release in theaters Friday, is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for strong bloody violence. Run time: 123 minutes. Two stars out of four.
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                    Entertainment

    Sabrina Carpenter gets 5-year restraining order against man who kept trying to enter her home




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sabrina Carpenter appears at the 68th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 1, 2026. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A man who tried to get into pop star Sabrina Carpenter 's home more than a dozen times was ordered by a judge Wednesday to stay away from her for five years. 
William Applegate, 31, said at a hearing that he and Carpenter were part of a classified military program that required them to "be together as soon as possible" because it's essential to "national and global security."
In one instance last month, Applegate hit a security guard and was arrested after reaching the front door of Carpenter's home in Los Angeles, she said in a petition. He got there through a neighboring property. He came back in the following days, and the judge issued a temporary restraining order on May 29.
Applegate admitted to all his appearances, saying Carpenter wanted him to be there. However, he said he would be "more than willing" to stay away from her if she told him herself. He said police and her representatives were working against him. 

    
With no attorney, he delivered the message coherently, wearing a suit and sitting at the defense table with a laptop. 
Carpenter was ready to testify remotely but was not called to do so. 



    
        




    




Her attorney Blair Berk told the judge "she is in fear for her own personal safety and the safety of members of her family." Berk questioned Applegate only to verify that social media posts about Carpenter were from him. 
Applegate said in his filing opposing the restraining order that he was at Carpenter's Coachella festival performance in April and she had looked at him as she sang in an attempt to communicate with him. 

    
        
    
In her petition, Carpenter called him "a complete stranger" who she has never met or communicated with, and never wants to. 
Judge David L. Wasserman treated Applegate's assertions seriously in his questioning and said he appreciated the decorum of everyone in the courtroom. 
"I understand that it's your belief that in order to save the world, you and the petitioner must be together," the judge said. "I expect you to obey the order, not what you think is right, not what you think the military commands you." 

    
He ordered Applegate to stay at least 100 yards (meters) from Carpenter and her sister and sister's partner who live with her, along with many other restrictions. Applegate was also ordered not to attempt to communicate with her in any way and not to possess any firearms. 
Applegate remains under a criminal investigation, but court records do not show that charges have been filed. 

Carpenter, 27, starred in the Disney Channel series "Girl Meets World" as a teen before turning to a music career. She had modest success with her first few studio albums before scoring a breakthrough with 2022's "Emails I Can't Send." With her 2024 album "Short n' Sweet" and its No. 1 hits "Espresso" and "Please Please Please," she became a multiple Grammy winner and one of the biggest pop stars in the world. 
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    Eager to work, teens find a frustrating summer job search
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[image: High school students gather outside The Goldenrod, a popular restaurant and candy shop, Wednesday, June 1, 2022, in York Beach, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jaelyn Chester will wait your tables or stock your shelves. She'll wash your dishes or scrub your toilets. If only someone would give the 17-year-old a chance.
"I've been looking everywhere," says Chester, an A+ student, high school basketball star and aspiring engineer who has blanketed her community with dozens of applications. "I'm not unemployed because I'm incompetent. I'm unemployed because nobody's hiring."
The summer job, a rite-of-passage for generations of American teenagers, isn't so easy to come by.
About one-third of 16- to 19-year-olds in the U.S. were employed last summer, federal data show, down from a peak of about 60% in the late 1970s. Experts' pessimistic forecasts are combining with reports from frustrated jobless young people around the country to form a seasonal outlook far from bathed in sunshine.

    
"The opportunities for workers at the start of the career ladder started to dry up," says Nicole Bachaud, an economist for ZipRecruiter, saying teens are among the labor market's "most marginalized groups."
Without a job, Chester worries her summer will be ruined. She wonders how she'll fill her tank with gas and what she'll do if she wants to go to a concert. A trip to look at colleges in North Carolina with some friends would be destined to be canceled. So her hunt continues.



    
        




    




Chester keeps copies of her resume in her car and has a 30-second spiel memorized when she decides to pop into a restaurant or store and try to talk with a manager. She and her friends help ready one another when they set out on their job hunt, trading tips and professional-looking clothes from their closets. Positions that once sounded awful to her, like dishwashing, no longer seem so.

    
        
    
"At this point," says the teen from Lake Mary, Florida, "it would be hard to say no to anything."
Analyzing data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the outplacement firm Challenger, Gray and Christmas found the number of jobs secured by teens fell 25% last summer from the year prior. The firm says inflation, oil prices and cautious hiring are likely to lead to even fewer jobs this year, resulting in the lowest summer hiring total for teens since the federal government began tracking it in 1948.

    
Teens most commonly work in food preparation and serving jobs and sales, according to BLS data. But Jaune Little, director of recruiting services at the human resources company Insperity, says some entry-level jobs have been eliminated and teens now compete with more experienced candidates for the remaining ones.

    
        
    
"A lot of the entry-level roles that once existed simply do not any longer," Little says. "Those that do exist are on leaner teams that have less ability and desire to develop and train someone. In many instances, they are prioritizing more skilled workers even if they are overqualified."
Max Stephenson began looking for a job last year after graduating from high school. Nothing turned up all summer. Once she began at the University of Arkansas-Pulaski Technical College, she got a work study position in the cafeteria, still keeping an eye out for a more permanent gig. 

    
Now, school's out again, and Stephenson is again jobless.
The 19-year-old from Little Rock, Arkansas, lost track of how many jobs she's applied for, but thinks it's somewhere between 50 and 100. She can't help thinking it's tougher than previous generations had it to find work paying around the minimum wage.
"I thought it would be much easier than it's been," Stephenson says. "Old people say, 'Just walk in there and give them a firm handshake.' That doesn't work so well now."
A 2022 report by Pew Research Center found summer employment of teens fell during the early 2000s dot-com bubble, and dropped even more during and after the Great Recession of 2007 to 2009. White teens are more likely to have a job than teens from any other racial group, Pew found.
Across demographics, though, teens are reporting difficult job searches, taking to Reddit and TikTok with rants about phantom postings, managers who ghost them and applications that go nowhere.

    
It's a struggle Connor Vukelich knows well. 
After he turned 16, he applied anywhere he could find in a 30-mile radius of his home near Vancouver, Washington. No offers followed and Vukelich's friends were similarly coming up empty-handed.
"There's all these 'We're Hiring' signs but no one's actually hiring," Vukelich says. "What's going on? Why can't any of us find jobs?"
When his search turned fruitless, he ended up working on his parents' lavender farm. But the frustration of the experience led Vukelich - who is now 20 and a student at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University - to launch Poppin' Jobs, an employment search site launched this year and aimed at teens and 20-somethings.
Vukelich believes artificial intelligence is robbing teens of some potential jobs and that laws to boost the minimum wage in some states have pitted first-time job-seekers against more experienced candidates.

    
"They don't see the value in hiring someone without any experience," he says of employers, "they're not as willing to give someone that shot."
Some teen applicants find painful job searches eventually pay off. Demie Njea, a 16-year-old from Lexington, Kentucky, started applying for jobs once she turned 14, her state's legal working age. A search centered on fast food spots and stores turned to one that included jobs as a janitor, daycare worker and more.
Nothing went anywhere the first summer. Or the second. Njea estimates she applied for more than 100 jobs in all. She started wondering if she'd ever get a first job.

Finally, an offer came and Njea started working at Sonic. She is thrilled. But when a friend who turned 15 started applying for work, Njea had to be honest.
"I had to calmly put her down and say, 'You're not going to get it,'" Njea says. "It's just not going to happen."
___
Matt Sedensky can be reached at [email protected] and https://x.com/sedensky
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    US gas prices fall below $4 for 1st time since March, but still 25% higher than last year




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A customer readies to pump gas at this Ridgeland, Miss., Costco, Tuesday, May 24, 2022. s. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)]
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[image: Customer checks gas price before she fills up her vehicle's tank at a gas station in Lincolnshire, Ill., Monday, June 8, 2026. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. gas prices fell below $4 a gallon on average Thursday, but just barely. 
It is the first time since March that the average cost for a regular gallon has been that low. Prices fell overnight after President Donald Trump signed an agreement with Iran that calls for Tehran to dilute its stockpile of highly enriched uranium and waives U.S.-backed sanctions on the country.
Gas prices are at $3.999 on average in the U.S., according to motor club AAA. The drop below $4 follows a 15% decline in the price of U.S. crude this month.
But fluctuations in gas prices remain across the country. In California, gas prices are averaging $5.64 per gallon, while in South Carolina it's $3.58 per gallon.
The agreement between the U.S. and Iran calls for a permanent end to hostilities and starts a 60-day negotiating clock to reach a final deal on the future of Iran's nuclear program, though Trump left the door open to resume attacks. It appears to offer Iran several benefits up front while extracting little in return.

    
Oil prices fell Monday to about $80 for a barrel of U.S. benchmark crude. That compares to $67 per barrel before the war and the price of over $120 a barrel reached earlier in the conflict.



    
        




    




Even as gas prices start to decline, it is anticipated to take weeks or months for oil to start flowing through the Strait of Hormuz again.
Before the war, the strait carried a fifth of the world's crude oil. Now, it will take time for hundreds of ships trapped in the Persian Gulf to exit through the narrow strait. And Gulf oil producers that throttled back production will need time to get the oil moving again. Analysts also say ship captains may take their time to decide if passage is safe and that the threat of attack from Iran has truly receded.

    
        
    
In addition, refineries typically pay for crude oil a month or more in advance, so even after oil prices drop, they won't immediately be processing cheaper products.

Fighting over the Strait of Hormuz disrupted not only supplies of crude and refined fuel but also the supply chains for fertilizer, food and even footwear. Businesses expect higher costs to linger, which means their customers might need to prepare for that too.
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                    Science

    Ancient teeth from Siberia rewrite the plague's timeline, dating back to over 5,500 years ago




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 2006 image from Angela Lieverse shows the skull of a young girl who was buried with victims of the plague in Siberia. (Angela Lieverse via AP)]
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[image: This 2019 image from Angela Lieverse shows the skull of an adult woman who was infected with the plague and was buried in Siberia. (Angela Lieverse via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have found the oldest known evidence of the plague, which sparked deadly outbreaks dating back about 5,500 years ago -- some 200 years earlier than previously thought.
The disease has sickened humans for thousands of years and wiped out a significant chunk of Europe's population in the 14th century during what's known as the Black Death. Though rare, the plague is still around today and is treated with antibiotics. 
"To understand our own history, we believe that understanding the history of plague is extremely important," said study co-author Eske Willerslev, an evolutionary geneticist with the University of Copenhagen in Denmark. 
Willerslev and other researchers looked for traces of plague-causing bacteria in remains from four cemeteries near Siberia's Lake Baikal. They found remnants of plague DNA in teeth from 18 ancient hunter-gatherers.

    
Dating the carbon in the bones revealed that the plague triggered two outbreaks, with the first cases detected around 5,500 years ago.
The team found that the prehistoric plague developed in stages and infected several small families. It likely spread from marmots -- large native rodents -- when people ate their raw organs or touched infected hides during butchery. The disease also traveled between people through coughing and sneezing, the authors said.


Many of those who died were young children aged 8 to 11. Three young girls were buried side by side, two of whom were likely cousins. An aunt and nephew were found together, but her niece was in a different shared grave, according to the study published Wednesday in the journal Nature.

    
        
    
"People were around to bury the dead who knew who these people were when they were alive. And that's a really human element to all of the scientific work," said study co-author Ruairidh Macleod, who studies ancient DNA at the University of Oxford.

    
Kids may have been at greater risk because their immune systems weren't as strong, researchers said. 
The presence of multiple victims suggests that the prehistoric plague was capable of causing both individual cases and outbreaks, said geneticist Aida Andrades Valtuena with the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology. She had no role in the study.
Researchers found that this type of ancient plague evolved long before bubonic plague, which was responsible for the Black Death that struck medieval Europe. But there's evidence that earlier plagues were just as deadly. The disease decimated not only crowded cities, but also small, nomadic hunter-gatherer groups.
Knowing this can help us "understand the steps that the bacterium took to become the deadly pathogen we know today, and that can provide clues on how pathogens may emerge in the future," Andrades Valtuena said in an email.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Science

    Cientificos hallan la evidencia mas antigua de la peste, de hace 5.500 anos




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esta imagen de 2006 de Angela Lieverse muestra el craneo de una nina que fue enterrada junto a victimas de la peste en Siberia. (Angela Lieverse via AP)]
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- Los cientificos han encontrado la evidencia conocida mas antigua de la peste, que desencadeno brotes mortales que se remontan a casi 5.500 anos, unos 200 anos antes de lo que se pensaba.
La enfermedad ha enfermado a los seres humanos durante miles de anos y acabo con una parte significativa de la poblacion de Europa en el siglo XIV durante lo que se conoce como la Peste Negra. Aunque es rara, la peste todavia existe hoy y se trata con antibioticos.
El coautor del estudio Eske Willerslev, genetista evolutivo de la Universidad de Copenhague en Dinamarca, considera que "para entender nuestra propia historia, creemos que comprender la historia de la peste es extremadamente importante".
Willerslev y otros investigadores buscaron rastros de bacterias causantes de la peste en restos de cuatro cementerios cerca del lago Baikal, en Siberia. Encontraron restos de ADN de la peste en dientes de 18 antiguos cazadores-recolectores.

    
La datacion del carbono en los huesos revelo que la peste desencadeno dos brotes, y que los primeros casos se detectaron hace unos 5.500 anos.
El equipo descubrio que la peste prehistorica se desarrollo por etapas e infecto a varias familias pequenas. Probablemente se propago a partir de marmotas --grandes roedores nativos-- cuando las personas comian sus organos crudos o tocaban pieles infectadas durante el despiece. La enfermedad tambien paso de una persona a otra mediante la tos y los estornudos, senalaron los autores.



    
        




    




Muchos de los fallecidos eran ninos de entre 8 y 11 anos. Tres ninas fueron enterradas una al lado de la otra, y dos de ellas probablemente eran primas. Segun el estudio, publicado el miercoles en la revista Nature, se encontro juntos a una tia y su sobrino, pero la sobrina de ella estaba en otra fosa comun distinta.

    
        
    
"Habia personas que enterraron a los muertos y que sabian quienes eran estas personas cuando estaban vivas. Y ese es un elemento muy humano en todo el trabajo cientifico", explico el coautor del estudio, Ruairidh Macleod, quien estudia ADN antiguo en la Universidad de Oxford.

    
Los investigadores indicaron que los ninos podrian haber estado en mayor riesgo porque sus sistemas inmunitarios no eran tan fuertes.
La presencia de multiples victimas sugiere que la peste prehistorica era capaz de causar tanto casos individuales como brotes, dijo la genetista Aida Andrades Valtuena, del Instituto Max Planck de Antropologia Evolutiva. Ella no participo en el estudio.
Los investigadores hallaron que este tipo de peste antigua evoluciono mucho antes que la peste bubonica, responsable de la Peste Negra que azoto la Europa medieval. Pero hay evidencia de que las pestes anteriores eran igual de mortales. La enfermedad diezmo no solo ciudades abarrotadas, sino tambien pequenos grupos nomadas de cazadores-recolectores.
Andrades Valtuena escribio en un correo electronico que saber esto puede ayudarnos a "entender los pasos que dio la bacteria para convertirse en el patogeno mortal que conocemos hoy, y eso puede aportar pistas sobre como podrian surgir patogenos en el futuro".

    
_____

El Departamento de Salud y Ciencia de The Associated Press recibe apoyo del Departamento de Educacion Cientifica del Instituto Medico Howard Hughes y de la Fundacion Robert Wood Johnson. La AP es la unica responsable de todo el contenido.
______
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Trump administration to buy back another energy company's offshore wind leases for 4 more projects




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Turbines are visible at Sunrise Wind offshore wind farm that is under construction off the coast of Montauk Point, New York, April 23, 2026. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]
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                                        The Trump administration said Wednesday it's buying back another energy company's U.S. offshore wind leases for four more wind projects, as it seeks to discourage the expansion of wind energy in favor of fossil fuels.
The latest deal brings the total amount spent on these agreements to nearly $2.6 billion.
Chicago-based Invenergy has agreed to end its four offshore wind leases that were very early in development in exchange for reimbursements of lease fees totaling $765 million. The company had already canceled the largest of the four in November, Leading Light Wind off New Jersey's coast. The others are off the coasts of Maine and California. It will invest that money in natural gas and geothermal ventures that can be built more quickly instead.
By buying back leases, the Republican administration is stopping offshore wind farms that President Donald Trump does not support, and redirecting the money to fossil fuel projects that he does. It adopted this strategy after federal courts thwarted Trump's efforts to stop offshore wind development through executive action. Trump has frequently talked about his hatred of wind power and calls turbines ugly. 

    
"Under President Trump, companies are shifting investment back toward dependable, secure energy infrastructure that can power our economy and lower utility costs," Interior Secretary Doug Burgum said in a statement. "We applaud Invenergy for recognizing the importance of baseload power and investing in energy solutions that deliver real benefits to American consumers."



    
        




    




Hillary Bright, executive director of offshore wind advocacy group Turn Forward, said these buyouts are not one-for-one 'swaps' for another kind of energy, since the replacement projects won't deliver power to the same states as the offshore wind farms would have.
"Replacing coastal offshore wind with geothermal or natural gas infrastructure in another region does nothing to address rising ratepayer affordability concerns, reliability challenges or potential gaps in power supply in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic," she said in a statement.

    
        
    
Eight offshore wind projects have been stopped
Under the first deal announced in March, French company TotalEnergies is getting nearly $1 billion -- essentially a refund of its two offshore wind leases -- if it invests the money in fossil fuels instead. Those leases were off the coasts of North Carolina and New York. New York is leading a lawsuit challenging the TotalEnergies agreement and Democrats in Congress are investigating it. 
Golden State Wind and Bluepoint Wind agreed in April to end their leases in exchange for reimbursements totaling nearly $900 million, provided they invest equally in fossil fuels. California is investigating the deal that ended Golden State Wind, a floating offshore wind farm proposed off the state's central coast. Bluepoint Wind was an offshore wind farm in the early stages of development off the coasts of New Jersey and New York.

    
Invenergy is North America's largest privately held independent power producer. It has four offshore leases: a large lease area for Leading Light Wind, which would have used traditional turbines that affix to the seafloor; two leases for projects with floating turbines in the Gulf of Maine; and a lease for a floating project off California's central coast.
Maine's Democratic Gov. Janet Mills called the buybacks legally questionable, an egregious waste of taxpayer money, and "a shortsighted decision that will hurt our ability to reduce our reliance on expensive fossil fuels."

    
Invenergy says it's focused on energy projects that can move forward today 
For Invenergy, the deal offered a way to move forward with energy projects that could bring power to the grid more quickly for its customers than the dormant offshore wind leases. Trump has erected roadblocks for permitting wind energy, while trying to speed up fossil fuel development. 
The company left the door open to reentering the offshore wind industry in the future. Daniel Runyan, senior vice president for development at Invenergy, said in a statement that at a time of unprecedented energy demand, they "will deploy additional capital into projects that can be delivered on a commercially reasonable timeline and meet customer demand while continuing to evaluate opportunities as market conditions evolve." 

    
Leading Light Wind was targeted for as much as 2.4 gigawatts to power more than 1 million homes. Invenergy told the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities in November it was canceling Leading Light Wind because of challenges with the supply chain, equipment and vendors, and changing regulatory requirements. 
The floating projects were so early in development that Invenergy hadn't yet calculated how much power those sites could provide. 
Invenergy, a major player in the natural gas sector, has 14 operational natural gas facilities. It's expanding into geothermal energy, with 45 leases totaling 144,000 acres in Nevada, Idaho, California, Utah and New Mexico. Invenergy plans to use the $765 million from the agreement for natural gas facilities in Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri, and geothermal development in the West. It was not refunded interest paid on the offshore wind lease payments or incremental development costs. 

    
Invenergy has a large portfolio of projects other than offshore wind that produce electricity without warming the planet. That includes about 125 land-based wind farms operating and in construction, more than 60 solar and nearly 30 battery storage projects developed, and many more that it's actively planning and building. Geothermal energy uses the Earth's heat to make electricity cleanly, too.
In a related development Wednesday, the Interior Department appealed a ruling that struck down several Trump administration actions slowing down clean energy development, including a requirement that Burgum personally approve all solar and wind energy projects on federal lands and waters. 
The Trump administration canceled a $4.9 billion federal loan guarantee last year for Invenergy's planned Grain Belt Express, a new high-voltage transmission line for delivering solar and wind-generated electricity from the Midwest to the eastern U.S. But the company indicated that the project would go forward anyway.
___
Associated Press writer Patrick Whittle in Scarborough, Maine, contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    FIFA hydration breaks have sparked criticism from different groups. But what do they actually do?




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: England's Harry Kane (9) cools off during a hydration break of the World Cup Group L soccer match between England and Croatia in Arlington, Texas, near Dallas, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- For the first time in World Cup history, FIFA is mandating all soccer players take hydration breaks to protect them from the threats of extreme heat. But the new rule has sparked criticism from two very different groups. 
Some experts have warned that this summer's World Cup -- co-hosted by the U.S., Mexico and Canada -- could be the hottest in the tournament's history. In response to concerns about extreme heat, FIFA implemented three-minute hydration breaks midway through each half regardless of temperatures. But some critics say they're interrupting the game's flow and give coaches a chance to shift momentum in their team's favor, while some scientists have said the breaks are too short to make a significant impact on cooling and rehydration when conditions are sizzling. 

    
"When we look at the three minute hydration breaks, we're really looking at this as a way to mitigate anything that could potentially lead to an incident or an emergency," said Joshua L. DeVincenzo, assistant director of applied research services at Columbia University's National Center for Disaster Preparedness. 
Here's a look at the heat risks players face and what the hydration breaks can do: 
FIFA's mandatory breaks, regardless of temperatures

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Signage for a hydration break is displayed during the World Cup Group F soccer match between the Netherlands and Japan in Arlington, Texas, near Dallas, Sunday, June 14, 2026. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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This World Cup is the first to implement mandatory three-minute cooling breaks midway through each half, regardless of temperatures or whether stadiums are enclosed and/or air conditioned. 
The governing body said it was to "ensure equal conditions for all teams, in all matches," and the rules draw upon the experiences of past tournaments, including the FIFA Club World Cup in the U.S. last summer where temperatures soared into the 90s F (mid-30s C) and above in many areas.

    
        
    
Some coaches said the breaks make sense when temperatures are extreme, but they questioned whether they were necessary at every match. 
Even highly-trained, elite athletes can get heat stress

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ghana manager Carlos Queiroz speaks with his players during a hydration break during the World Cup Group L soccer match between Ghana and Panama in Toronto, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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Athletes pushing themselves physically in hot and humid conditions risk getting what's called exertional heat illness. It happens when the body's temperature gets too hot and is accompanied by significant strain on the heart, nerves, muscles and central nervous systems. 
Common symptoms include muscle cramps, extreme fatigue, impaired performance, headache, irritability, nausea, dizziness, cramping and dehydration.
When internal body temperature exceeds 105 F (40.5 C), athletes might feel confused, aggressive or lose consciousness, said Yuri Hosokawa, associate professor at the Faculty of Sport Sciences in Japan's Waseda University, in an email, "all of which are characteristic signs of exertional heat stroke and require immediate medical attention." She co-signed a letter to FIFA in May urging stricter heat guidelines for player safety, including that cooling breaks be at least six minutes. 



    
        




    




Exertional heat stroke while playing a sport is among the leading causes of death in athletes.
Dehydration also exacerbates the risk. Athletes in the heat can sweat 1 to 2 liters (50 to 67 ounces) an hour, and most drink less liquids than they expel. Losing as little as 2% of one's body weight to dehydration can impair physical performance. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spain head coach Luis de la Fuente talks with players during a hydration break in the World Cup Group H soccer match between Spain and Cape Verde in Atlanta, Monday, June 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)]
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Ryan Calsbeek, professor of biological sciences at Dartmouth College, said the human body performs better when it's warmer, but there's a critical threshold above which that improvement in performance not only stops, but precipitously drops off.

    
"Your body starts to really fall apart, you lose the ability to cool off fast enough," he said. "And the physiological mechanisms just break down." That happens when the wet bulb globe temperature, which includes temperature, humidity, cloud cover and wind, reads above about 95 F (35 C), though some people will be more heat tolerant than others.

    
        
    
The increased confusion from extreme heat could impact an athlete's ability to make strategic decisions, he said.
"It's these marginal differences in performance that I think can determine the outcome of a match," Calsbeek said. "If you have individuals that do better in extreme conditions, whether it's extreme heat or high altitude or whatever the case may be, those small differences could play a critical, pivotal role in determining the outcome."
Hydration breaks should be longer, some experts say
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The three-minute mandatory hydration breaks are meant to protect players, and referees, from extreme heat illness and help them maintain their physical performance. 

    
In that time, players can cool off and replenish lost water and salt from sweating, but how effective it is depends on how aggressive the cooling methods are. 
That could mean putting wet, cold towels on the exposed parts of a player's body, such as the neck, head, back and arms. If done well, that could reduce their body temperature by about 0.22 F (0.12 C) per minute, said Douglas Casa, CEO of the University of Connecticut's Korey Stringer Institute who also co-signed the letter to FIFA. 
"Some people can tolerate a little more fluids comfortably and then do intense exercise. Some people can't because it sloshes around in their stomach and they don't feel super comfortable, so they might not drink as much in such a short period of time," he added. 
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The time, he said, dictates the volume of impact, whether from fluid or cooling, and "that's why we're suggesting doing something like five or six minutes, because it just makes such a big impact when you're dealing with a change of that magnitude." 
But how much time a player needs to recover also varies. "Depending on your body, you might need more or less time. But those kinds of breaks are crucial so that your body isn't just being forced to keep trying to play catch up... to keep trying to cool you down without any kind of rest or a break," said Bharat Venkat, director of the Heat Lab at the University of California, Los Angeles. 

    
As our planet gets hotter, mandating hydration breaks and changing where, when and how sports are played will be necessary. 
"No matter what sport you play, there's going to be adjustments that have to be made in the face of climate change," he said.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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                                        The Federal Trade Commission and four states sued the World Professional Association for Transgender Health on Wednesday, in the latest push by President Donald Trump's administration and others to limit gender-affirming care for transgender minors.
The suit alleges the group, known widely as WPATH, made deceptive claims about gender-affirming care for minors and its members profited off the claims. Alaska, Iowa, Nebraska and Texas filed along with the FTC.
"Parents have a right to make informed decisions about their children's health," FTC Chairman Andrew Ferguson said on X. "The FTC will not allow parents and children to be deceived by medical organizations and providers who are prioritizing profit over children's health and safety."
The suit also alleges the group didn't disclose the side effects of certain pediatric medical transition services, including those related to hormone treatments, and doctors then repeated to consumers "false, misleading or unsubstantiated statements about safety and efficacy found in WPATH guidelines."

    
It asks a federal judge to block WPATH from "future violations of the FTC Act" and other laws, and to award civil penalties and other financial awards to each of the states.



    
        




    




In a statement WPATH said its guidelines call for care that is tailored to individual patients, rather than a "one size fits all" approach.
"Transgender and gender-diverse patients deserve the highest level of care from their medical professionals," the group said, saying its standards are "designed to promote this through open dialogue and clear communication." 

    
        
    
Lawrence Gostin, an international public health expert at Georgetown University, said the lawsuit represented a "significant expansion" of the FTC's past approach to healthcare enforcement. 
He said the agency is using consumer protection law to challenge a medical association's standards of care, and the FTC "has rarely, if ever, focused on the scientific justifications for clinical medical guidelines." 

    
"This strikes me as especially concerning given the Trump administration's repeated attempts to use transgender health as a cultural and political issue," Gostin said. "The FTC would be highly unlikely to second-guess clinical guidelines in areas that do not align with its political agenda."
Leaders at the Department of Health and Human Services applauded the FTC's move, pointing to an HHS review that questioned WPATH standards. That report was sharply criticized by major medical groups and those who treat transgender young people as inaccurate.
Gender-affirming care for transgender youth under standards widely used in the U.S. involves developing a plan with medical experts and family members that includes supportive talk therapy and can -- but does not always -- involve puberty blockers or hormone treatment. Many U.S. adolescents with gender dysphoria may decide not to proceed with medications or surgeries.
WPATH has established widely accepted medical standards for gender-affirming care for more than 50 years, the organization's website notes, based on "established scientific standards, expert consensus and patient-centered values." The group does not directly provide medical care to patients.

    
The suit comes following an investigation by the agency into WPATH. The group sued to block the probe, alleging the agency was violating its First Amendment rights. A federal judge in May ruled in favor of WPATH to temporarily block the probe from continuing.
The FTC also launched investigations into the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Endocrine Society over their guidelines on gender-affirming care. Both of those groups also sued. 
WPATH noted in a statement that a federal court has already ruled against the FTC over this effort when it blocked the investigation.
"WPATH is in a strong position to prove that the FTC is acting out of pure retaliation as part of the federal government's relentless and targeted campaign to undermine gender-affirming care by attacking the First Amendment rights and the independence of professional medical organizations," the statement said. "We expect the same result when we oppose this latest attack on WPATH and its mission to promote evidence-informed care and guidance for doctors and their patients."

    
Fewer than 1 in 1,000 adolescents in the U.S. received gender-affirming medication -- puberty blockers or hormones -- according to a five-year study of those on commercial insurance released this year. About 1,200 patients underwent gender-affirming surgeries in one recent year, according to another study.
While the nation's largest professional organization for plastic surgeons in February recommended that gender-affirming surgeries be delayed until patients turn 19, most other major groups have stood by their guidelines to act on a case-by-case basis and use caution when considering surgery for minors.

    
___
The story has been corrected to show that the proper name of the organization is the American Academy of Pediatrics rather than the American Association of Pediatrics.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Twannetta Weaver felt like she made the responsible choice when she enrolled in a high-deductible health insurance plan through her employer, an option that avoided high premiums and allowed her to save for retirement.
Then, in 2025, she slipped a disk in her back, requiring medication and physical therapy. Suddenly, the medical bills were so overwhelming that Weaver, an adult learner working toward a leadership degree on the side, had to delay graduation by a year.
"I had to start calculating, am I going to be able to afford to pay my tuition, as well as my books, as well as my living expenses, and continue to care for my family?" the 43-year-old in Sanford, Florida, said in an interview. "It makes you feel powerless as a consumer."
Weaver's experience is familiar to a growing number of Americans, according to new data from the West Health-Gallup Affordability Index, which shows only about half of U.S. adults could afford their healthcare and had access to quality care last year. Concerns about affording healthcare in the year ahead were at a record high since tracking began in 2021, signaling that many were feeling anxious about rising healthcare costs as 2025 ended.

    
The new findings published Thursday draw on a survey conducted from October to December 2025 -- before major recent changes to health policy, like Congress' Medicaid cuts or its decision not to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies, took effect. It demonstrates how the country's fraught healthcare system is increasingly straining Americans at a time when inflation is driving high costs and affordability concerns are top of mind as midterm elections approach.



    
        




    




Americans are worried they won't be able to pay for care
The index used the responses from multiple questions to place Americans into three categories depending on their access to quality care and ability to pay for care and medicine. In the new data, 49% of U.S. adults were considered "cost secure," meaning that they had access both to high-quality, affordable care and they had recently been able to afford the care and medicine they needed. In 2021, when the measurement began, 56% of U.S. adults were "cost secure." That rose to 61% in 2022 but has been falling ever since.
In the survey, about three-quarters of U.S. adults said healthcare costs were a "major" or "minor" financial burden for them and their family. Only about 3 in 10 said they're not a burden.
Meanwhile, about half of respondents were "extremely concerned" or "concerned" that their household would be unable to pay for needed healthcare services in 2026, up from 42% who said that in 2022.

    
        
    
Inger Perez, 59, from Encino, Texas, is one of those worried Americans. She has a family history of diabetes, high blood pressure and cancer. She said she did blood work recently, and while she wants to know the results, she's bracing herself for what they could show.

    
"I literally was crying last night because I'm nervous about what I'm going to find out and how much care that is and how much money that is," she said in an interview. "I'm terrified that I'll start a plan of treatment but won't be able to afford to keep up with it."

    
More than half of survey respondents said the cost of healthcare contributes "a lot" or "some" to stress to their daily lives. That's compared to about 3 in 10 who said these costs contribute "very little stress" and about 2 in 10 who said they contribute "no stress at all."
Perez said she is also frustrated by the quality of the care she receives, in part because she lives in a rural area about an hour from a doctor's office. To fit her budget, she had to choose a lower-cost Affordable Care Act marketplace plan with a limited network of covered providers, creating another obstacle to finding good care.
Healthcare affordability is declining across demographics
Younger adults, older adults and women were among several groups of Americans that saw drops in healthcare affordability and access in 2025, according to the findings.
Among Americans under 30, only about one-third were categorized as "cost secure," down from 46% in 2021. Women were already less likely to be "cost secure" than men, but the gap widened last year. About 57% of men were "cost secure" in the 2025 survey -- down from a high of 67% in 2022 -- compared to 42% of women. 
Older Americans, most of whom are covered by the government's Medicare health insurance program, are generally more likely to be "cost secure." However, this group saw meaningful decreases as well, falling from 73% in 2021 to 61% in 2025.

    
Patients make sacrifices to pay the bills
Several survey respondents who talked to The Associated Press discussed things they have had to give up to pay their health bills. 
About 2 in 10 U.S. adults in the 2025 poll said there had been a time in the prior three months when they or a member of their household was unable to pay for medicine or drugs that a doctor had prescribed because of costs. About 3 in 10 said they or someone in their household did not seek treatment for a health problem because of the expense.

    
One dad in Arizona, 55-year-old Xavier Chapa, said his 50-year-old wife has been fighting her insurance company over a preventive colonoscopy that her doctor had recommended. 
He said the company verbally assured her it would be covered, but didn't honor that after the procedure was completed.
The looming $3,000 bill means they've had to cut back their 8-year-old son's summer camp schedule from full-day to half-day programs, along with trimming their budget elsewhere.
"It's a lot to deal with," said Chapa, who moved back to the U.S. from Europe three years ago. "What point does it serve if you're living in this country and having to pay such a high price and you can't get some of the basic things?"
___
Swenson reported from New York.
___

The West Health-Gallup Center poll of 5,660 adults was conducted Oct. 27-Dec. 22, 2025 using a sample drawn from Gallup's probability-based Gallup Panel. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 2.1 percentage points.
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                                        While many of the World Cup's competing nations are wracked by social divisions, some of their teams offer strikingly positive examples of how players from different backgrounds and religious faiths can cooperate closely in pursuit of a common goal.
The phenomenon is particularly notable among Western European teams, which for most of soccer's history were overwhelmingly white and Christian. As those societies have increasingly diversified, so have the national team rosters -- featuring Christian and Muslim players who are open about their faith.
England's national squad, for the first time, includes a Muslim player. France's roster has multiple players from Protestant, Catholic and Muslim backgrounds. Spain's emerging superstar, 18-year-old Lamine Yamal, is a practicing Muslim. So is Sweden's Yasin Ayari, who prostrated himself on the field to thank God after the first of his two goals in a victory Sunday over Tunisia -- his father's homeland.

    
All four of those nations -- like several others in Europe -- have experienced political polarization related to the arrival of large numbers of Muslim immigrants. Does the diversity of the World Cup teams send a potentially helpful message?



    
        




    




"Absolutely," said Eboo Patel, who -- as president of Interfaith America -- advocates for religious pluralism and cooperation. "It is symbolic yet also substantive."
He evoked the images of Christian players crossing themselves, and Muslim players cupping their hands in prayer. Their message, Patel said, is, "My identity really matters to me and it makes me a better soccer player."

    
        
    
"They score, they each say their respective prayers, and then they're hugging each other," he added. "You're cooperating to build a community and a team. ... It's not a contrived television ad or a condescending afterschool special. It's the way you build an excellent soccer team."
These are some of the World Cup players whose openness about their faith has drawn attention:

    
        
    
Mohamed Salah (Egypt)
By far the best known of Egypt's players, Salah is a Sunni Muslim who practices his faith openly, on and off the field. After scoring goals, he often prostrates himself to give thanks to God. His positive impact has been tangible: After he joined Liverpool in the Premier League, researchers reported that anti-Muslim tweets by fans dropped by half.

    
Luka Modric (Croatia)
Playing in his fifth World Cup, Modric, 40, is set to surpass 200 international appearances during the tournament. A Catholic, Modric has often worn shin guards depicting Jesus and the Virgin Mary. A few days before he and his teammates traveled to the United States, they gathered to celebrate Mass at a chapel in the Croatian town of Icici.
Djed Spence (England)
Although the Football Association has not kept records of players' religions, the BBC -- among other news outlets -- has identified Spence as the first Muslim to play for the senior England team. A fullback with Tottenham, Spence played six times for England's under-21 squad. "It's good to make history and hopefully inspire young kids around the world that they can make it as well," Spence told the BBC. "They can do what I am doing."

    
Lamine Yamal (Spain)
Yamal, a Muslim whose father is Moroccan, attracted headlines worldwide when he waved the Palestinian flag during Barcelona's celebrations after it won the Spanish league in May. Barcelona coach Hansi Flick questioned the decision at the time; Israel's defense minister, Israel Katz, later criticized Yamal by saying he was inciting "hate."
Marc Guehi (England)
The son of a Christian minister in London, Guehi, 25, is playing his first season with Manchester City and was selected to be one of England's defenders for the World Cup. While captain at his previous club Crystal Palace, Guehi defied the Football Association's rules by writing religious messages on his uniform during a Premier League campaign celebrating LGBTQ+ inclusion. Guehi avoided punishment, though the FA prohibits players from displaying religious messages.
Aimar Sher (Iraq)
Religious minorities have long faced persecution in Iraq. Yet this year's World Cup team includes Kurds, Sunni Muslims, Shiite Muslims, and several Christians -- notable since Iraq's Christian population is estimated to have fallen from 1.5 million in 2003 to about 150,000 now. One of those Christians, midfielder Aimar Sher, has eagerly shared his faith, posting photos on social media of him wearing an "I Belong to Jesus" T-shirt.

    
Christian Pulisic (US)
U.S. forward Pulisic has spoken openly about his Christian faith and often wears a cross necklace given by his mother. He has led team Bible studies; his Instagram posts have included photos of the Bible, showing passages he has underlined. Several of Pulisic's teammates also are open about their Christian faith, including Weston McKennie and goalkeeper Matt Freese. McKennie's Instagram bio contains just four words: "All glory to God." 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
___
AP World Cup coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/fifa-world-cup
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            Read in English 
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Un hombre que intento entrar en la casa de la estrella del pop Sabrina Carpenter mas de una decena de veces recibio la orden de un juez de mantenerse alejado de ella durante cinco anos el miercoles.
William Applegate, de 31 anos, manifesto en una audiencia que el y Carpenter formaban parte de un programa militar clasificado que les exigia "estar juntos lo antes posible" porque es esencial para la "seguridad nacional y global".
En un incidente el mes pasado, Applegate golpeo a un guardia de seguridad y fue arrestado despues de llegar a la puerta principal de la casa de Carpenter en Los Angeles, segun ella indico en una peticion. Llego alli a traves de una propiedad vecina. Regreso en los dias siguientes, y el juez emitio una orden de restriccion temporal el 29 de mayo.
Applegate admitio todas sus apariciones, al afirmar que Carpenter queria que el estuviera alli. Sin embargo, expreso que estaria "mas que dispuesto" a mantenerse alejado de ella si ella se lo decia personalmente. Sostuvo que la policia y los representantes de ella estaban trabajando en su contra.

    
Sin abogado, transmitio el mensaje de manera coherente, vestido con traje y sentado en la mesa de la defensa con una computadora portatil.



    
        




    




Carpenter estaba lista para testificar de forma remota, pero no fue llamada a hacerlo.
Su abogada, Blair Berk, le dijo al juez que "ella teme por su propia seguridad personal y por la seguridad de los miembros de su familia". Berk interrogo a Applegate unicamente para verificar que las publicaciones en redes sociales sobre Carpenter eran suyas.

    
        
    
Applegate senalo en su escrito en oposicion a la orden de restriccion que estuvo en la presentacion de Carpenter en el festival Coachella en abril y que ella lo habia mirado mientras cantaba en un intento de comunicarse con el.
En su peticion, Carpenter lo califico como "un completo desconocido" a quien nunca ha conocido ni con quien se ha comunicado, y con quien nunca quiere hacerlo.

    
El juez David L. Wasserman tomo en serio las afirmaciones de Applegate durante su interrogatorio y dijo que apreciaba el decoro de todos en la sala.
"Entiendo que es su creencia que, para salvar el mundo, usted y la peticionaria deben estar juntos", dijo el juez. "Espero que usted obedezca la orden, no lo que usted cree que es correcto, no lo que usted cree que el ejercito le ordena".
Ordeno a Applegate mantenerse al menos a 100 yardas (metros) de Carpenter y de la hermana de ella y la pareja de su hermana, quienes viven con ella, junto con muchas otras restricciones. Tambien se le ordeno a Applegate no intentar comunicarse con ella de ninguna manera y no poseer armas de fuego.
Applegate sigue bajo una investigacion penal, pero los registros judiciales no muestran que se hayan presentado cargos.

Carpenter, de 27 anos, protagonizo la serie de Disney Channel "Girl Meets World" cuando era adolescente antes de dedicarse a una carrera musical. Tuvo un exito moderado con sus primeros albumes de estudio antes de lograr un gran salto con "Emails I Can't Send", de 2022. Con su album de 2024 "Short n' Sweet" y sus exitos numero 1 "Espresso" y "Please Please Please", se convirtio en ganadora de multiples premios Grammy y en una de las mayores estrellas del pop del mundo.
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    Tropical Cyclone Arthur weakens to a low pressure area along the upper Texas coast
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            If your home or community is at risk of flooding, here are some important steps experts say you can take to stay safe before, during and after a flood. (AP video: Brittany Peterson)
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            Louisiana residents are filling bags to prepare for Tropical Storm Arthur, the first tropical cyclone of the season which is expected to produce 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rainfall in some areas. (AP Video by Stephen Smith)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Water surrounds homes in the aftermath of Tropical Storm Arthur in rural Brazoria County, Texas, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (Brett Coomer/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: This GOES-19 GeoColor satellite image provided by NOAA shows Tropical Storm Arthur along the Gulf coast of Texas, on Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (NOAA via AP) CORRECTION: Name corrected to Arthur, instead of Arther]
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[image: Lelania Martinez, left, Gregory Heath and Ethan Garza walk along the jetty as heavy surf stirred up by Tropical Storm Arthur batters the beach in Surfside, Texas, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (Brett Coomer/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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                                        COVINGTON, La. (AP) -- Tropical Storm Arthur was downgraded to a low pressure area along the upper Texas coast Wednesday night but forecasters expected its remnants to bring life-threatening flooding and days of heavy rains to parts of the southeastern United States, according to the National Hurricane Center in Miami. 
Arthur was the first tropical storm of the season in the Atlantic basin and it's expected to keep weakening as it moves inland over southeastern Texas and western Louisiana, then cross the southeast Thursday through Friday. Maximum sustained winds were around 35 mph (55 kph).
All coastal watches and warnings were discontinued Wednesday night, but flooding was likely through Friday over parts of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and the Florida Panhandle, the hurricane center said. 
In Louisiana and Mississippi, some communities had set up locations for residents to collect sandbags and cleared debris from drainage systems. 

    
"The main threat from Arthur is going to be a prolonged, multiday, heavy rainfall event that could produce dangerous to life-threatening flash flooding," National Hurricane Center director Michael Brennan said.



    
        




    




The storm spun off the Texas coast on the same day a World Cup match took place in Houston but did not disrupt the contest, which was played indoors. Heavy storms in the Houston area earlier in the week had canceled outdoor watch parties and fan events. 

    
        
    
New Orleans Mayor Helena Moreno said police were preparing boats and setting up barricades in known flood areas. Collection points for residents to fill sandbags also sprung up around the state.
"We both decided we got so much rain yesterday at our house that it was probably a good idea just to pick up a few bags," said Luke Barwick, who filled sandbags at a collection center in Covington, Louisiana. 
After being inundated with heavy rain earlier this week, parts of central and south Mississippi braced for a second wave of potential flooding.

    
Officials in Picayune, Mississippi, located about 50 miles (80 kilometers) north of New Orleans, declared a state of emergency Tuesday after downpours brought nearly 7 inches of rain in six hours. On Wednesday, city officials gave out thousands of sandbags and put emergency responders on standby.

    
        
    
Arthur is expected to produce rainfall totals of 5 to 10 inches (13 to 25 centimeters), with isolated higher totals near 20 inches (50 centimeters). 
Swells generated by Arthur are likely to cause life-threatening surf and rip-current conditions along the northwestern Gulf Coast for the next couple of days, forecasters said. Tornadoes were possible through Thursday.

Arthur formed as some areas along the Texas coast had already been drenched by bands of heavy storms that caused flooding and high waters. Near Houston, a 15-year-old drowned Tuesday after entering the water of a retention pond while playing near a construction zone, according to the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office. ___ Fischer reported from Miami. Associated Press writer Sophia Bates in Jackson, Mississippi, contributed to this report. 
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    Europe explores energy security alternatives after Iran war's turmoil




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks during a media conference at the G7 summit in Evian-les-Bains, France, Monday, June 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)]
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[image: Storage tanks are seen at the North Jiddah bulk plant, an oil facility in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, March 21, 2021. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil, File)]
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[image: Tankers and cargo vessels are seen in the Gulf of Oman, along shipping routes linking the Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Sea, Tuesday, June 16, 2026. (AP Photo)]
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                                        NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) -- The Iran war 's shock to global fuel prices has reinforced Europe's stance that it must forge alternative trade and energy routes to the Strait of Hormuz.
Here is a look at what the European Union is contemplating to bolster its energy security and minimize the impact of future conflicts as it turns to Gulf states and India.
A corridor to India is one option
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has expressed renewed interest in what is known as the India-Middle-East-Europe Economic Corridor.
She told G7 leaders at this week's summit that "alternative export routes have been created that are more resilient and offer choices" while "other routes will be built -- for example, a typical one is IMEC."

    
        
    
IMEC is seen as potentially offering the EU greater economic resilience, supply-chain diversification and energy security to bolster the bloc's strategic autonomy at a time when Russia shows few signs of curbing its belligerence and the U.S. chips away at strategic bonds.

    
While the EU itself has supported IMEC through a memorandum of understanding, only a handful of its 27 member states are formal signatories. But behind the scenes, political commitment to IMEC is strong, according to a high-ranking EU diplomat who spoke on condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to disclose the contents of confidential discussions.



    
        




    




"The focus now is on translating that vision into practical implementation across its three pillars: transport and trade connectivity, energy connectivity and digital connectivity," said the diplomat, who has participated in high-level meetings to discuss the initiative. It could involve new pipelines and transmission cables, among other infrastructure.

    
        
    
The EU's press office declined to provide a prospective timeline for the project.
IMEC would pass through Israel and enjoys its support. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last year said he had spoken with his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi about IMEC, calling it "a very revolutionary and transformative development that we want to bring into place."

    
Lianne Pollak-David, co-founder of the Israel-based Coalition for Regional Security, told a recent online briefing that U.S. leadership would be key to moving IMEC forward by helping in the normalization of relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia, an essential player in the project.

    
        
    
"Without normalization between Israel and Saudi Arabia, IMEC cannot be truly realized," she said.
Saudi Arabia has said it will only normalize relations with Israel if accompanied by a clear pathway to Palestinian statehood, something Netanyahu opposes.
It remains unclear how the Iran war, launched by the U.S. and Israel and damaging to Gulf Arab countries, may influence Saudi Arabia's thinking.
Asked about their position regarding IMEC, Saudi officials declined to comment.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tankers and cargo vessels are seen in the Gulf of Oman, along shipping routes linking the Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Sea, Tuesday, June 16, 2026. (AP Photo)]



        

        
        
            
                    Tankers and cargo vessels are seen in the Gulf of Oman, along shipping routes linking the Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Sea, Tuesday, June 16, 2026. (AP Photo)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
Skirting Middle Eastern trouble spots is a goal
Von der Leyen has said the EU in the first 54 days of the Iran war shelled out 25 billion euros ($29 billion) more to import oil and gas while facing the risk of a longer-term jet fuel shortage.
She and European Council President Antonio Costa said during an EU leaders' meeting in April that the bloc is "ready to team up with Gulf countries" to help set up new energy infrastructure circumventing conflict hot spots like the Strait of Hormuz.
The value of such alternatives is evident in the East-West Pipeline running across Saudi Arabia from its eastern oil fields to the Red Sea. After the Iran war started, Aramco ramped up transport to the maximum capacity of 7 million barrels of oil per day.
The leaders of G7 nations are discussing ways of financing and building infrastructure, "sometimes on the terrestrial part, that will be able to go outside of the track of the Strait of Hormuz," French Foreign Ministry spokesperson Pascal Confavreux told The Associated Press.
Neither Von der Leyen nor Costa have provided specifics on EU-backed projects, which could also form part of IMEC. But an EU official told the AP that the bloc would encourage European companies to invest in renewable energy projects in the Gulf to supply the EU's energy demand. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they can't speak about the EU's plans publicly.

    
Getting the EU involved with collaborative projects in Gulf countries will take time, according to Gabriel Mitchell, an analyst with the German Marshall Fund think tank. The most likely projects in the near term are oil and gas pipelines, which have the shortest construction timeline, and subsidizing repairs at Gulf facilities that Tehran targeted during the war.
Mitchell said any new projects would need to fall in line with the EU's green policies, which means pipelines, for example, would likely be built with future "dual-use" capabilities of transporting both gas and possibly hydrogen.
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A transmission line would connect regions
Another project is the Great Seas Interconnector, an EU-backed electricity cable envisioned to stretch 1,208 kilometers (750 miles) to connect the power grids of continental Europe with EU member Cyprus and eventually Israel.
The GSI is bogged down in red tape over its financing, but its potential is significant not only for ending the energy isolation of Cyprus and Israel but also acting as an energy link to India and likewise forming part of IMEC.
Gallia Lindenstrauss, senior fellow with the Israel-based Institute for National Security Studies, hailed GSI as a "very pragmatic solution for the modern energy needs" that paves the way for the transition to green energies.
"As energy security and grid backup move to the forefront of the global agenda, this project provides a flexible platform," Lindenstrauss said.
The U.S. is helping to foster closer energy ties among Greece, Cyprus and Israel as it sees the Eastern Mediterranean as "an increasingly important region for global energy development," U.S. Secretary of Energy Chris Wright said last week.

Wright was in Houston to inaugurate the Eastern Mediterranean Energy Center at Rice University that aims to boost cooperation on developing natural gas deposits, U.S. liquefied national gas infrastructure and energy transportation networks in the European region.
___
Associated Press writers Sam McNeil in Brussels and John Leicester in Paris contributed to this report.
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    Vance, skeptical of foreign wars, becomes the face of Trump's tentative deal to end war with Iran
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            Speaking at a news conference as the G7 comes to a close, President Donald Trump says he "might" stick around in Europe for the signing of his Iran deal in Switzerland and jokes that if the agreement is a failure, he's blaming his Vice President JD Vance.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- JD Vance was supposed to be spending the week promoting his new book, the kind of event a potential presidential candidate like the vice president typically uses to speak to a wide audience about his life and values ahead of a campaign.
Instead, the rollout of Vance's second book, "Communion: Finding My Way Back to Faith," has been largely crowded out by something else he's put his name on: the tentative deal to end the Iran war.
The Republican vice president has embraced the role of chief defender of the agreement he and President Donald Trump signed with Tehran, giving a series of interviews touting the memorandum of understanding as a success and releasing a video championing it.
It's a striking emergence for a politician who was known for his skepticism of foreign military interventions and who seemed reluctant to speak on the conflict when Trump launched it in late February.

    
The vice president is poised to yoke himself further to the conflict's outcome on Friday, when he's expected to travel to Switzerland to kick off a new phase of negotiations with Iran. He was originally expected to attend a formal signing ceremony for the deal, but Trump formally signed it on Wednesday instead. 

    
        
    



    
        




    




Vance becoming a hype man for the agreement seems to be an all-in gamble that, should he decide to seek the White House in 2028, voters will reward him for being the face of ending an unpopular conflict.
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It's also setting Vance up as the presumptive fall guy should the deal with Iran falter.
Trump joked about such a possibility on Wednesday. 
"If it works out, I'm going to take the credit. If it doesn't work out, I'm blaming JD," Trump said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference at the G7 summit, Wednesday, June 17, 2026, in Evian-les-Bains, France. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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Officials release text of the deal after backlash
The White House in a statement called Vance the president's "right-hand man and an invaluable member of the President's talented national security team."

    
"That's why the Vice President was trusted to lead these negotiations alongside Special Envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner," White House spokeswoman Olivia Wales said. "What President Trump and his team achieved on the battlefield and at the negotiating table is nothing short of remarkable and will strengthen American security for years to come."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff, left, and U.S. businessman Jared Kushner attend a press conference in Paris on Jan. 6, 2026. (Ludovic Marin, Pool photo via AP)]
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But backlash, including from conservatives, began growing this week after the U.S. digitally signed the memorandum of understanding with Iran on Sunday.
Luke Schroeder, a spokesman for the vice president, said in a statement: "It's unfortunate that some Republicans are attempting to undermine the President's efforts to achieve peace in the Middle East and ensure Iran never has a nuclear weapon."
Officials gave shifting answers about when they would release the text, but leaked copies of a draft were quickly met with anger and skepticism from Democratic and Republican U.S. lawmakers, as well as Israel and pro-Israel advocates. Their criticisms included concerns that the deal, meant to open a two-month negotiating period, seemed to offer Iran wins up front while guaranteeing little in return, and that Trump's stated reason for launching the conflict, to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, remains unresolved. 

    
Vance has reiterated that Iran must meet its obligations. 
"If they don't behave properly, they don't get any of the benefits of this bargain," he said Tuesday on Fox News Channel's "Fox & Friends."
In response to the backlash and mounting questions, the U.S. on Wednesday provided the text of the agreement to journalists. 
The agreement states that Iran's stockpile of highly enriched uranium, which is believed to be buried under rubble, must at minimum be diluted under international supervision. It also states that Iran shall not procure or develop nuclear weapons -- a commitment it has made previously. But beyond stating that the U.S. and Iran will negotiate over Iran's nuclear program, other commitments still need to be worked out.
Criticism on the right persisted after the text was released.
Conservative radio host Erick Erickson, a hawk who has defended the war, said Wednesday: "This is an American surrender."
Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz, a potential 2028 presidential candidate, criticized the agreement and said to reporters, "I think the president, unfortunately, is receiving bad advice."

    
Trump's 'Operation Epic Fury' has angered wings of his movement
The conflict, which has stretched into its fourth month, has cleaved Trump's broad Make America Great Again coalition and angered both those who favored a harder line against Iran and those drawn to Trump's "America First" foreign policy underscored by a message of "no new wars."
Critics, including Republicans, have already started pointing fingers in Vance's direction, questioning whether the deal resembles the 2015 nuclear agreement struck by Democratic President Barack Obama and whether this new agreement achieves Trump's stated objectives for launching the war.
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, a Trump ally and Iran hawk, had been skeptical of the agreement and referred to Vance on social media as "the architect of the deal."

    
After the agreement was released, Graham issued a tepid statement of support, saying, "Whether or not the United States can reach an acceptable, verifiable deal with Iran regarding its nuclear program and other issues is yet to be determined, but I see little downside to trying."
Ben Domenech, The Daily Wire's opinion editor, said on Fox News that everything he was hearing about the deal "seems bad" and appeared to cast blame on Vance by alluding to his first book, "Hillbilly Elegy."
"Are we going to backslide into being some kind of 'hillbilly Obama' kind of GOP?" Domenech said.
GOP allies say Vance can navigate the politics
The Trump administration has not offered formal briefings to Congress on the details of the memorandum, but Vance has quietly started doing outreach to some Republican senators on Capitol Hill.
Sen. Bernie Moreno, R-Ohio, a close ally of Vance's, said the vice president would be able to assuage even critics within his own party who are skeptical of the deal because "JD is just the president's messenger, and the president's going to prove them all wrong."
Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., said the deal "certainly adds to the national security and geopolitical chops" of Vance, who spent two years as a U.S. senator for Ohio before ascending to the vice presidency.
But Cramer acknowledged the risks if the agreement goes awry.
"I guess the nice thing is, if you're not the No. 1 person, you can take credit and avoid risk, avoid the criticism, but probably not so easily," Cramer said.
Vance argues Iran is not a quagmire like the Iraq war
In interviews this week, Vance has sought to speak directly to the skeptics in his party, a preview of the difficult explanations he may be pressed to make as a candidate on the war.
On Megyn Kelly's show, the vice president said the critics "believe Iranian propaganda" about the deal. But he acknowledged some of the frustrations on the hawkish right while trying to reassure the anti-interventionists that the Iran conflict isn't the war in Iraq, where he served as a Marine.
"We were never going to get the quagmire that a lot of people were worrying about because Donald Trump is just not George W. Bush," he said.
Democrats have stressed that even as Vance becomes the face of the Iran deal, the fate of any administration official who harbors presidential aspirations -- particularly hawkish Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who has largely been quiet in the agreement's final phases -- will be tied to its outcome.

"I think any member of this administration is going to rise or fall on the basis of the Iran war and the handling of the economy, and I don't think there are exceptions," said Sen. Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii.
___
Associated Press writer Will Weissert contributed to this report. 
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    US is interested in a Polish offer for a permanent US military base, Polish official says




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gen. Wieslaw Kukula, the Polish armed forces chief of staff, right, and Deputy Defense Minister Cezary Tomczyk, left, discuss strengthening security of Poland's border, May, 27, 2024, in Warsaw, Poland. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)]
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- A senior Polish defense official said Wednesday that the United States has expressed interest in potentially establishing a permanent U.S. military base in Poland. 
Cezary Tomczyk, Poland's deputy defense minister, spoke to The Associated Press a day after the Polish government approved steps to allow such a U.S. permanent base in Poland, on NATO's eastern flank. He said the government's resolution about the base Tuesday is an invitation to the Americans. 
"The Americans are interested in the Polish offer to place a permanent base here," because it would be financed by both countries, Tomczyk said in an interview at the Defense Ministry in Warsaw. 
When asked about the remarks, U.S. Defense Department officials in Washington said they had nothing new to announce.
Polish Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz said that Poles are doing everything in their power to have such a permanent base but that "the decision will always be on the side of the Americans."

    
Around 10,000 U.S. troops are typically stationed in Poland, the majority on a rotational basis. 
The Polish government is hoping that thousands of U.S. troops be stationed permanently, as the U.S. rethinks its military presence in Europe, both in personnel and weaponry.



    
        




    




In May, the U.S. suddenly halted the deployment of 4,000 soldiers to Poland despite the Trump administration considering the country a "model ally" for reaching its NATO target for spending on defense. 

    
        
    
U.S. President Donald Trump previously had threatened to pull troops out of Germany. That was attributed to German Chancellor Friedrich Merz criticizing the U.S. on Iran, but the reduction of troops in Poland caused widespread confusion on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Tomczyk was part of a Polish team immediately dispatched to Washington for talks. He was still in the U.S. capital when Trump wrote on social media that U.S. would send an additional 5,000 troops to Poland.

    
Since then, the U.S. has confirmed that it is reorganizing its troop presence in Europe but has given no further clarity about which troops are going where. However, multiple statements from Polish defense officials since then indicate they believe Poland has a chance to see an increase in permanent U.S. troops.

    
        
    
"Sometimes a rotating model can change into a permanent model and this is always much better," Defense Minister Kosiniak-Kamysz said in mid-May. 
Asked whether the Polish resolution came because the U.S. side signaled clear interest in having a permanent base in Poland, Tomczyk said Poland and the U.S. are "in a working dialogue" and that "the next step, after the two sides confirmed they are interested in this, is the official offer from the Polish state."

"We can't tell fortune from tea leaves," Tomczyk said. "But we are a serious state which is presenting a serious offer to the Americans, in connection with the dialogue we are having with the Americans."
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    Ukrainian drones set a Moscow refinery ablaze in a major attack on the Russian capital
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            Ukraine hit a major Moscow oil refinery for a second time in a week and disrupted commercial flights at Moscow airports in one of its biggest drone attacks since the start of the conflict more than four years ago, Russian officials said Thursday.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows smoke rising from a damaged building after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows smoke rising from a damaged building after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo released by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows the damage in a country side after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)]
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            This photo released by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows the damage in a country side after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows firefighters extinguish a burning car after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)]
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            This photo provided by Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel shows firefighters extinguish a burning car after a Ukrainian drone attack outside Moscow on Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Moscow Region Governor Andrei Vorobyev's official telegram channel via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Belgium's King Philippe, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrive for their meeting at the Royal Palace in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)]
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            Belgium's King Philippe, right, and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy arrive for their meeting at the Royal Palace in Brussels, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the Russia-ASEAN summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Sergei Bobylev/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the Russia-ASEAN summit in Kazan, Russia, Thursday, June 18, 2026. (Sergei Bobylev/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        Ukraine struck a major Moscow oil refinery Thursday for a second time in a week, sending huge plumes of black smoke over the capital and disrupting hundreds of flights at its airports in one of its biggest drone attacks since Russia's full-scale invasion over four years ago, officials said.
Ukraine has repeatedly targeted Russian oil facilities, aiming to cut Moscow's revenue for the war and make Russians feel the consequences of the invasion. Some areas have reported fuel shortages.
The attack by dozens of drones came hours after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he had held "an important coordination call" with the presidents of the United States and France and had won key pledges of further support from this week's G7 summit. 
"If Ukraine is going to burn, your Moscow will burn too," Zelenskyy said, adding that the attack was part of Kyiv's effort to bring Russian President Vladimir Putin to the negotiating table. "It is time to end the aggression, time to end this war."

    
Zelenskyy held talks in Brussels with NATO and European Union leaders, including about the possibility of a continental system to defend against ballistic missiles. Russia has relentlessly struck Ukraine with those types of missiles, which air defenses struggle to counter.



    
        




    




The Moscow attack was the latest embarrassment for Putin. A Ukrainian drone attack on his hometown of St. Petersburg earlier this month as he welcomed foreign VIPs to his showcase economic forum in the city.

    
        
    
"Russia is on the back foot: militarily, economically and politically," EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas said on X after meeting Thursday with Ukrainian Defense Minister Mykhailo Fedorov. "Now is the time to provide Ukraine with even greater support and to exert even more pressure on Russia to end the war."

    
Fires rage at Moscow refinery
Thick, black smoke and occasional flames spewed from the Moscow Oil Refinery amid its red-and-white smokestacks on the southeastern edge of the city, about 15 kilometers (9 miles) from the Kremlin. Sooty, black rain fell on cars, according to local video.
"One of the most popular questions asked by Muscovites this morning is 'What is going on?'" Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said in a post on X. "I can answer. Your country started a war of aggression against ours. For years, it has been killing our people. Now that you know what's going on, ask Putin when he is planning to end it."

    
        
    
The refinery is one of Russia's biggest, according to its website, producing more than a third of the Moscow region's fuel. It was last attacked by Ukraine on Tuesday, but officials said that fire was swiftly put out.
Thursday's fire at the refinery was "largely contained," Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said hours afterward, adding that remaining hotspots were being extinguished.
As Ukraine pressed its strikes on Russia's energy infrastructure, fuel supplies appeared to be under strain. Gas station chains in multiple regions have introduced restrictions on what drivers could buy. Russian independent news outlet Agentstvo reported that one in every four gas stations in the country has introduced some kind of restrictions.

    
Authorities in the capital said in a statement hours after the attack that "supplies of oil products to Moscow and the work of all gas stations in the city continue as normal."
The attack also temporarily halted flights from four Moscow airports, transport and aviation authorities said. The Russian business daily Kommersant counted more than 500 delayed or canceled flights at the airports, based on their online flight information.
In the greater Moscow region, a drone hit a residential building in the town of Zhukovsky, according to Gov. Andrei Vorobyov. Buildings elsewhere were damaged by drone debris, injuring 17 people, including two children, he added.

    
Ukrainian drone attack embarrasses Putin again
The Russian Defense Ministry said that its air defenses overnight shot down 555 Ukrainian drones over multiple regions, with almost 200 intercepted as they were approaching Moscow. That was roughly double the number of drones that Russia launched at Ukraine overnight, according to the Ukrainian air force.
Putin on Thursday was in Kazan, some 700 kilometers (430 miles) east of Moscow, hosting leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations as Russia seeks to bolster business and other ties with the nations of the regional bloc.
"If Putin does not want to end this war and wants to continue it, we will not sit quietly -- we will respond," Zelenskyy said in a voice message to a group chat with journalists. The Ukrainian president has accepted an unconditional ceasefire demanded by Trump, but Putin has refused, and U.S.-led peace efforts have petered out.

    
Ukraine disrupts Russian supply lines 
Along with pledges of more diplomatic and military help at the G7 summit, Ukraine recently has gained momentum on the battlefield against Russia's bigger army, thanks to its high-tech drones, Western officials and analysts say.
Longer-range drone strikes are choking Russian supply lines in occupied regions of Ukraine, in addition to disrupting oil production.
Macron said the G7 summit was "very important for Ukraine" because its supporters -- crucially including the United States -- vowed to help it, although the French president provided no details. The U.S. under Trump has cut back assistance to Ukraine, leaving the Europeans as the biggest suppliers of military and financial aid. Trump and Zelenskyy have had an at times strained relationship.
"America is with us on Ukraine, that is very important," Macron told reporters as he and Trump left the Palace of Versailles near Paris.
In other developments Thursday, Russia struck the city of Sumy in northeastern Ukraine with two powerful glide bombs that killed a 64-year-old man who was fishing in a river, said Oleh Hryhorov, head of the regional military administration.

Another Russian strike on the central city of Dnipro killed one man and wounded nine other people, said Oleksandr Hanzha, head of the Dnipropetrovsk regional military administration.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    Supreme Court sides with a Texas man who says it's not a crime for marijuana users to have guns




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The U.S. Supreme Court is seen, June 11, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)]
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            The U.S. Supreme Court is seen, June 11, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marijuana clones are shown for sale at Tropicanna Dispensary and Weed Delivery in Santa Ana, Calif., April 23, 2026.(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]
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            Marijuana clones are shown for sale at Tropicanna Dispensary and Weed Delivery in Santa Ana, Calif., April 23, 2026.(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            LINDSAY WHITEHURST

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court sided Thursday with a Texas marijuana user who wants to legally own a gun, the latest in a line of firearm cases from a court that has expanded gun rights. 
In a unanimous decision, the justices ruled in favor of Ali Danial Hemani, who argued that a law barring guns from anyone who uses drugs illegally violates the Second Amendment. Hemani wasn't charged with any other crimes or accused of using the weapon under the influence. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Marijuana clones are shown for sale at Tropicanna Dispensary and Weed Delivery in Santa Ana, California, on April 23, 2026. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote the opinion, saying the ruling limits but doesn't end the government's power to take guns from drug users. 

    
The decision is a loss for President Donald Trump's Republican administration, which had defended the 1968 law despite arguing against other gun restrictions. The measure was also used in a case against Hunter Biden, who was convicted in Wilmington, Delaware, of buying a gun while addicted to cocaine in 2018. He was later pardoned by his father, then-President Joe Biden, a Democrat.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hunter Biden departs from federal court on June 10, 2024, in Wilmington, Delaware. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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Someone addicted to a drug could still be prosecuted after Thursday's decision, Gorsuch wrote. "We do not address efforts to ban addicts, or those presently intoxicated, from possessing a firearm," he wrote. Prosecutors could potentially still charge a marijuana user, if they had evidence the person was dangerous. 



    
        




    




It's the latest in a series of firearm cases to reach the Supreme Court since a landmark ruling expanding gun rights in 2022 led to a wave of challenges around the country. 

    
        
    
Since then, the high court has upheld a law aimed at protecting victims of domestic violence and strict regulations on ghost gun kits but has struck down a ban on bump stocks, an accessory that enables rapid fire. The justices are also considering a second firearm case this term over strict regulations on carrying guns in Hawaii. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image:  Ghost guns, provided by the New York City Police Department, are displayed in the Manhattan District Attorney's office on Oct. 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: In this Oct. 4, 2017, file photo, a device called a bump stock is attached to a semi-automatic rifle at the Gun Vault store and shooting range in South Jordan, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)]
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The Texas case comes after significant shifts in the legality and use of cannabis. More than half of U.S. states have now legalized it broadly, and it's gained widespread use for health purposes. 

    
"Whatever one thinks of these developments, the federal government has not just tolerated them; it helped fuel them," Gorsuch wrote. "All of which leaves it awkwardly positioned to suggest that the millions of Americans who now regularly use marijuana are categorically and unusually dangerous."
Recreational use remains illegal on a federal level even after the Trump administration reclassified medical marijuana as a less-dangerous drug in April. 
It's rare to see standalone criminal charges filed against people accused solely of owning guns and using drugs. The charge is more often filed against people also accused of other crimes. 

The case made for some unusual political alliances. The American Civil Liberties Union and the National Rifle Association both supported Hemani's case, as did cannabis legalization groups like NORML. On the other side were gun safety groups like Everytown that usually oppose the Trump administration on Second Amendment issues.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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