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      Breaking News

      
        Yum sells Pizza Hut business for $2.7 billion
        &zwnj;Yum Brands has announced that it would sell its Pizza Hut chain for a combined $2.7 billion in two deals that highlight separate trajectories for its business in China and the rest of the world.

      

      
        ID cards granted for Myanmar conflict refugees
        The Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA) has launched an identity card scheme for refugees from the Myanmar conflict living in controlled border areas in a bid to improve documentation and public services.

      

      
        Probe launched into alleged foreign land holdings in Phuket
        The Interior Ministry has ordered a probe into Phuket land ownership amid evidence of foreign-linked companies suspected of unlawful occupation of land plots.

      

      
        Top civil servant defends TH-AI Passport project
        The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has strongly defended the controversial TH-AI Passport project, rejecting allegations of procurement irregularities, bid-rigging and political favouritism.

      

      
        S&P keeps Thai sovereign credit rating intact at BBB+
        S&amp;P Global Ratings has maintained Thailand's sovereign credit rating at BBB+ with a stable outlook, reflecting confidence in the country's economic fundamentals, policy direction and ability to withstand external shocks.

      

      
        Eight arrested over illegal ID-card scheme linked to scams
        CHIANG RAI --- Eight people were arrested Thursday in Chiang Rai on suspicion of running a scheme that illegally issued Thai identity cards to foreigners, including Chinese and Myanmar nationals, allegedly enabling scammers, drug traffickers and money-launderers, police said.

      

      
        Scottish boxer dies after falling from tuk-tuk in Phuket
        A rising Scottish boxing star has died after falling from a tuk-tuk in Phuket, prompting an outpouring of tributes from his boxing club, while the Thai driver has been arrested and charged.

      

      
        Three girls filmed assaulting classmate in Buri Ram
        BURI RAM - A viral video showing three sixth-grade girls assaulting a female student while others cheer has sparked outrage in Prakhon Chai district, with the victim's mother vowing to pursue legal action.

      

      
        Smartphone catches fire on flight leaving Japan airport
        KYODO --- A smartphone caught fire on a British Airways flight on Thursday as it was taxiing for take-off at Tokyo's Haneda airport, but there were no injuries among the 211 passengers and crew onboard, Japan's transport ministry said.

      

      
        Cable-theft gang dismantled in Nakhon Sawan
        NAKHON SAWAN - Eighteen people were arrested on Thursday while attempting to steal underground copper cables belonging to National Telecom in Muang district, posing as telecommunications employees wearing custom-made uniforms.
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									Yum sells Pizza Hut business for $2.7 billion								

								Yum China  acquires mainland business for $1.2bn, US private equity fund buys the rest
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																Yum Brands has announced that it would sell its Pizza Hut chain for a combined $2.7 billion in two deals that highlight separate trajectories for its business in China and the rest of the world.
The chain's stores in the United States and the rest of the world except for mainland China will be sold to the private equity firm LongRange Capital for $1.5 billion, the Louisville, Kentucky-based company said.

Those operations, which encompass  over 15,500 restaurants in more than 100 countries, [?]have struggled recently in many markets, hit by inflation, higher commodity costs and the growing use of weight-loss drugs, which has nudged consumers toward healthier options.

Same-store sales for Pizza Hut in the United States have declined for 10 consecutive quarters.

The China business, which has 4,375 stores but has been doing much better, will be acquired by its longtime operator Yum China Holdings for $1.2 billion.

"LongRange Capital is effectively buying a globally recognised brand in need of sharper focus, while Yum China's move gives local operators more control over a key market," said Sam North, a market analyst at eToro.

Thailand operations

In Thailand, Pizza Hut has 193 outlets operated by the master franchisee PH Capital Co Ltd, a 70:30 joint venture between the SET-listed shipping firm Thoresen Thai Agencies Plc (TTA) and PM Capital, owned by the Mahagitsiri family, who are also the major shareholders in TTA.

Before PH Capital took over in 2017, Yum had been managing the Pizza Hut brand directly, after Minor International pulled out in a dispute over franchise renewal costs in 2001. Minor went on to convert its existing branches to its new brand, The Pizza Company, which now has close to 450 outlets nationwide.

Pizza Hut was acquired by PepsiCo in 1977 and spun off in 1997 alongside KFC and Taco Bell to form the company that became Yum Brands in 2002. Yum, which will retain Taco Bell and KFC, expects the sale to close in the third quarter of 2026, pending regulatory approvals.

Optimism in China

The acquisition of the Pizza Hut brand in China by Yum China underscores the company's optimism  about the chain's future in the world's second-biggest economy, said the China-based food industry analyst Zhu Danpeng.

"From store expansion to growth in revenue and profit per store, as well as an increase in its customer fan base, it is evident that after localisation,  Yum China has strengthened its core competitiveness for sustainable development," he said.

Yum China, which counts the private equity firm Primavera Capital and Jack Ma's Ant Group as its main backers, has invested in China-specific products  such as black [?]truffle Yunnan mushroom pizza, new store formats and more affordable menu items aimed at cost-conscious consumers.

As a result, Pizza Hut has become the largest casual dining restaurant brand in China. It added 207 net new stores [?]in the first quarter of 2026 and plans to expand to more than 6,000 outlets by 2028.
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									ID cards granted for Myanmar conflict refugees								
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																The Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA) has launched an identity card scheme for refugees from the Myanmar conflict living in controlled border areas in a bid to improve documentation and public services.
DoPA Director-General Narucha Kosacivilize chaired a kick-off ceremony in Ratchaburi on Wednesday for the registration of foreign nationals granted temporary residence under humanitarian arrangements, including refugees from Myanmar.

Officials, provincial administrators and representatives from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) attended the event, alongside Ratchaburi governor Thitiluck Kampha.

Mr Narucha said Thailand has hosted Myanmar refugees along the border since 1984 on humanitarian grounds, with temporary permissions allowing them to remain. He said the new system aims to ensure accurate and updated population records for better administration and legal clarity.

Under a 2026 regulation, eligible refugees who are registered and verified will be issued non-Thai national identity cards, known as the pink card, to facilitate access to government services, official transactions and lawful documentation.

Mr Narucha said the cards are for identification and administrative control, enabling authorities to confirm status, residence and permitted conditions for holders.

"The scheme does not grant Thai citizenship or associated rights but serves as a humanitarian management tool while supporting national security and public order."
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												[image: Deputy Interior Minister Polapee Suwunchwee, left, speaks during a policy meeting with provincial officials at Phuket Provincial Hall on Thursday. (Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)]
											
																							
													Deputy Interior Minister Polapee Suwunchwee, left, speaks during a policy meeting with provincial officials at Phuket Provincial Hall on Thursday. (Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)												

																					

									

																The Interior Ministry has ordered a probe into Phuket land ownership amid evidence of foreign-linked companies suspected of unlawful occupation of land plots.
Speaking on Thursday after a policy meeting with provincial officials at Phuket Provincial Hall, Deputy Interior Minister Polapee Suwunchwee said his ministry has instructed the Department of Lands (DoL) to coordinate with Phuket authorities to take both civil and criminal action against over 200 foreign-owned companies in the province. 

Mr Polapee added that areas lacking clear ownership documentation, including several beach locations inspected by officials on Wednesday, will be investigated by the DoL.

The ministry is also working with the Royal Forest Department to survey Phuket and nearby tourism provinces for possible forest encroachment and illegally issued land titles.

Findings will be reported to the ministry before additional measures are introduced.

Mr Polapee said officials are also addressing Phuket's waste management challenges and reviewing regulations affecting businesses along Patong Beach Walking Street after authorities found that some entrepreneurs were complying with the law while others were not.

According to him, the Department of Provincial Administration (DoPA) and related agencies have been tasked with examining zoning regulations and outdated rules to determine whether reforms are needed and to explore ways to help businesses enter the legal system more easily.

When asked if these actions are aimed at purging senior officials reportedly involved in bribery, Mr Polapee suggested that these civil servants should not be presumed guilty before investigations are completed.
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									Top civil servant defends TH-AI Passport project								

								DE Ministry permanent secretary responds to intense procurement and conflict-of-interest scrutiny
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																The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has strongly defended the controversial TH-AI Passport project, rejecting allegations of procurement irregularities, bid-rigging and political favouritism.
Patchara Anantasilp, the ministry's permanent secretary, on Thursday presented a detailed timeline of the project's development, denying it had been rushed, as lawmakers intensified scrutiny of the 1.6-billion-baht initiative.

The hearing brought together MPs from two House committees: Budget Planning and Monitoring; and Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights. They asked questions about the project's accelerated implementation timeline, procurement process, and potential links between the winning consortium and politically connected business interests.

Under the first phase of the project, the government plans to spend around 1.6 billion baht to procure professional and premium generative artificial intelligence models for 5 million Thais to use for free for one year.

The winning bidder was TH Consortium, which consists of Turnkey Communication Services Plc, a Thai ICT engineering solutions specialist, and Human Intelligence Co Ltd, a joint venture between Thai and Hong Kong investors building digital education infrastructure in Thailand.

Long-term AI strategy

Mr Patchara told the lawmakers that the policy objective underpinning TH-AI Passport -- expanding public awareness and adoption of artificial intelligence technologies -- dated back to May 2022 under the administration of former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The initiative originated from the National Artificial Intelligence Action Plan and was subsequently incorporated into multiple national digital development frameworks, he said.

In May 2025, under the administration of former prime minister Srettha Thavisin, the national AI steering committee established an ambitious target of reaching 20 million AI users or AI-aware citizens by 2027.

Mr Patchara said the objective remained unchanged even after subsequent political transitions and the establishment of a permanent national AI committee under newly enacted legislation in 2026.

"The target of enabling 20 million people to access and understand AI was not created overnight," he said. "It has been part of Thailand's national AI roadmap for several years."

AI adoption and digital skills development has become one of five urgent policy pillars of the current government, with authorities instructed to accelerate implementation during the first phase, he said.

DE Fund usage

A key point of contention involves the funding source for the project. Critics have said that financing the project through extra-budgetary funds circumvented normal parliamentary budget scrutiny.

Mr Patchara rejected those claims, explaining that when the current administration assumed office on Oct 1, available allocations under the ministry's annual budget had largely been committed.

As a result, officials turned to the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund (DE Fund), which had about 2 billion baht in available resources.

He stressed that obtaining approval from the fund was not a simple administrative exercise but required extensive review by an independent committee comprising representatives from central government agencies and external experts in information technology and digital policy.

"The approval process involves multiple layers of scrutiny. The committee responsible for reviewing projects is not made up solely of DE Ministry officials," Mr Patchara said.

The committee reviewed the project proposal, examined pricing assumptions and oversaw the preparation of the terms of reference before the procurement process proceeded in accordance with government regulations.

Procurement timeline

Responding to allegations that the contract for the project had been awarded just 34 days after bids were called, Mr Patchara said the development process stretched across several stages, beginning in 2025.

The steps included policy development, feasibility assessments, market testing, budget planning, drafting of terms and procurement procedures before the contract was signed on April 14, 2026.

"The entire process took nearly a year. The narrative that everything was completed in 34 days is inaccurate and creates a misleading impression of how the project was actually developed," he said.

Terms of reference

Opposition representatives focused much of their questioning on amendments made to the project's terms of reference.

Theerachart Kotrakul, an adviser to the opposition leader, asked whether ministry executives were aware of changes made after the project was presented to the cabinet's economic committee.

They included the reduction of the implementation period from 90 days to 30 days, and the addition of required digital advertising screens located in convenience stores.

One requirement set out in the terms was for the winning bidder to promote the project on digital screens in at least 1,500 convenience stores in Bangkok and the provinces, totalling 6,000 screens.

Mr Patchara responded that the cabinet had approved only the policy framework and overall project objectives, not the detailed terms.

He compared the process to infrastructure development, arguing that implementation schedules are often adjusted when agencies determine that objectives can be achieved more quickly.

Regarding the addition of convenience-store media screens, he said the aim was to maximise citizen participation and public awareness.

"The project's success depends not only on the AI platform itself but also on public engagement. If people do not participate, the initiative cannot achieve its intended outcomes," Mr Patchara said.


	Commentary: Government presses ahead with fraught AI plan
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									S&P keeps Thai sovereign credit rating intact at BBB+ 								

															

																S&P Global Ratings has maintained Thailand's sovereign credit rating at BBB+ with a stable outlook, reflecting confidence in the country's economic fundamentals, policy direction and ability to withstand external shocks.
Jindarat Viriyataveekul, director-general of the Public Debt Management Office, said on Thursday the rating agency had reaffirmed Thailand's investment-grade rating while maintaining its stable outlook.

S&P forecast Thailand's economy would grow by 2% this year, reflecting the impact of volatility in global energy markets on domestic economic activity. However, the agency expects growth to strengthen from 2027 onwards, with an average expansion of 2.3% between 2026 and 2029.

The rating agency also projected income per capita would rise from about US$8,000 (262,000 baht) in 2024 to $9,000 this year, supported by a stronger baht.

According to S&P, political stability under the current administration should support policy continuity and help advance long-term economic restructuring and investment programmes. Key projects include the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) and major transport infrastructure developments, with state enterprises and public-private partnerships expected to play a major role in enhancing Thailand's competitiveness.

The agency noted that tourism remains a key pillar of the economy despite a 2.4% decline in foreign visitor arrivals in the first quarter compared with a year earlier. Government measures to support tourism and domestic travel are expected to help sustain growth in the sector.

S&P expects Thailand to maintain a fiscal deficit of around 3.2% of GDP in both 2026 and 2027 as the government continues using fiscal policy to support economic recovery and cushion external risks.
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									Eight arrested over illegal ID-card scheme linked to scams								

								Three of the suspects are Thai officials, say police
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																CHIANG RAI -- Eight people were arrested Thursday in Chiang Rai on suspicion of running a scheme that illegally issued Thai identity cards to foreigners, including Chinese and Myanmar nationals, allegedly enabling scammers, drug traffickers and money-launderers, police said.
Deputy national police chief Pol Gen Samran Nuanma said police, administrative officials and representatives from the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) and the Office of the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) made the arrests during raids at six locations in Wiang Chiang Rung, Mueang, Doi Luang and Wiang Kaen districts.

Three of the arrested suspects were Thai government officials, including former Wiang Kaen assistant chief Achira Jaisuya and territorial defence volunteers Siwarak Chailangkan and Pumin Kanthawee.

The other five are foreigners who illegally held ID cards. One is a Chinese woman identified as Kalaya Sae Fung, who holds shares in a technology company with a 1-billion-baht registered capital. Another is a Myanmar man who holds shares in four companies, including oil companies in Myanmar and Singapore. Three of the five foreigners were identified only as Bualai, Tawanchai and Chan.

According to Pol Gen Samran, corrupt officials in Wiang Kaen issued homeless student ID cards to Chinese, Myanmar, Lao and Vietnamese nationals in 2024 and 2025. The gang charged each alien about 100,000 baht. Police suspect some card holders included scammers and drug traffickers.

Aliens holding ID cards registered to people without home registration could travel, open bank accounts, conduct transactions and later apply for Thai citizenship. Such ID cards could also be used to launder money.

Police suspected the ID-card gang issued documents for about 200 aliens. Fourteen other suspects remained at large.
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									Scottish boxer dies after falling from tuk-tuk in Phuket								

								Driver faces negligence charges as tributes to young victim pour in from Scotland
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																A rising Scottish boxing star has died after falling from a tuk-tuk in Phuket, prompting an outpouring of tributes from his boxing club, while the Thai driver has been arrested and charged.
Colin Cairney, a 22-year-old undefeated welterweight champion, suffered critical injuries after the incident in the Patong area of Kathu district in the early hours of June 14.

He had remained in a coma and was receiving intensive treatment at Vachira Phuket Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries, said his club, 1314 Boxing Club in Stirling, Scotland.

"He was not just a member of the club, but family. He was an important part of Team 1314 and meant so much to many people," the club said in a tribute posted on its Facebook page.

According to CCTV footage and information provided by hotel security personnel, before the incident, Cairney had taken a red tuk-tuk from an entertainment venue to return to his hotel after a night of partying with friends.

However, a dispute reportedly arose over the fare, as he did not have cash to pay. It was agreed that the driver would take him to withdraw money from an ATM.

Video later showed the tuk-tuk travelling back towards Patong at 4.02am without dropping off the passenger. Cairney subsequently fell from the rear of the vehicle, striking his head on the road and sustaining severe injuries.

Cairney had travelled to Phuket for a holiday with relatives and friends from the United Kingdom, according to Pol Maj Surachart Thongyai, chief investigator at the Patong police station.

He said alcohol might have been a factor as the victim's friends appeared intoxicated when they later arrived at the hospital. Blood samples have been collected for testing, with official results still pending.

A hotel security guard told police that Cairney had unsuccessfully attempted to exchange a card for cash at the hotel before deciding to withdraw cash to pay the fare, estimated at 300 to 400 baht.

A woman was seen leaving the hotel with him, but police investigators have not yet confirmed whether she was in the tuk-tuk at the time of the incident.

CCTV footage confirmed that Cairney fell from the vehicle alone, with no evidence of an assault despite earlier speculation. The tuk-tuk driver did not stop to render assistance after the incident. (Story continues below)

[image: Rescue workers and medics prepare to take a Scottish boxer to a hospital for treatment of severe injuries after he fell from a tuk-tuk in the Patong area of Phuket in the early hours of Sunday, June 14. Colin Cairney, 22, subsequently died. (Photo supplied/Achadthaya Chuenniran)]
Rescue workers and medics prepare to take a Scottish boxer to a hospital for treatment of severe injuries after he fell from a tuk-tuk in the Patong area of Phuket in the early hours of Sunday, June 14. Colin Cairney, 22, subsequently died. (Photo supplied/Achadthaya Chuenniran)



Driver questioned

Patong police have since located and questioned the driver, identified only as Kitpong, a 34-year-old native of Phatthalung province.

During questioning, the driver admitted picking up a foreign man and woman from the Bangla Road entertainment district and taking them to a hotel near Kalim Beach. Upon arrival, the tourists reportedly said they had no cash to pay the fare and asked to be taken to an ATM.

The driver said he then drove the male tourist, who appeared intoxicated, to three separate ATM locations, but all attempts to withdraw money failed. He subsequently decided to return the passenger to the original pickup point on Bangla Road.

While driving along Phra Barami Road near a hotel, Mr Kitpong said he was travelling at a normal speed when he sensed that something was not right with the vehicle. However, he did not stop to check.

After driving at about two kilometres further, he realised the passenger was no longer in the vehicle.

The driver did not report the incident to police or anyone else and only later learned that the passenger had fallen from the tuk-tuk, suffered serious injuries and died.

Police have charged the driver with negligence causing death and failing to stop and provide assistance. The suspect confessed to the charges, said Pol Maj Surachart.

Cairney had an undefeated professional record in 10 fights, including six knockouts, since he began competing in February 2023. He won the WBO International Youth Welterweight Title in 2025.

Kynoch Boxing Scotland also posted a tribute on its Facebook page on Wednesday: "We are devastated at the news of Colin's passing at just 22 years of age," it said.

"Colin was one of the stars of our stable. Inside the ring he brought excitement every time. Outside of the ring he was an absolute gentleman who was highly regarded by everyone."
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3272861/scottish-boxer-dies-after-falling-from-tuktuk-in-phuket



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Three girls filmed assaulting classmate in Buri Ram								

								Mother of bullying victim vows to take action after video goes viral
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																BURI RAM - A viral video showing three sixth-grade girls assaulting a female student while others cheer has sparked outrage in Prakhon Chai district, with the victim's mother vowing to pursue legal action.
The incident involved a sixth-grade girl identified as Cream, who was slapped and had her hair pulled by three students in a secluded area near a rice field. The attack was filmed and later shared on social media.

A former friend from another school reportedly lured Cream to the location after sending her a message asking if she wanted to "fight". Cream said she went because she did not believe they would actually attack her.

The victim said that an eighth-grade student from another school orchestrated the assault because she disliked her, instructing three girls to carry it out while several other students watched and cheered.

One of the attackers later told reporters she acted under pressure from the older student and feared being assaulted herself if she refused. The girl reportedly apologised to the victim after the incident.

The victim's mother said she was shocked after seeing the video and immediately returned home from another province. She said she would take action against everyone involved and was concerned her daughter could be targeted again.

The grandmother of one of the attackers said the family was distressed by the incident and planned to personally apologise to the victim and her family.

Administrators from the schools attended by both the victim and the attackers said they were investigating the circumstances surrounding the assault and would work with parents and relevant agencies to prevent similar incidents from recurring.
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									Smartphone catches fire on flight leaving Japan airport								

								No injuries reported, says Japan's transport ministry
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																KYODO -- A smartphone caught fire on a British Airways flight on Thursday as it was taxiing for take-off at Tokyo's Haneda airport, but there were no injuries among the 211 passengers and crew onboard, Japan's transport ministry said.
According to the ministry's Tokyo airport office, the smartphone is believed to have belonged to a passenger, and crew members put out the fire with an onboard extinguisher. A crew member reported to the office around 1.10pm that smoke was coming from the cabin.

The aircraft returned to its parking stand as a precaution but departed for London after safety checks were completed.

Fires and smoke incidents involving lithium-ion batteries in smartphones and power banks have increased in recent years.

Japan's transport ministry tightened rules in April by limiting passengers to two power banks on flights and banning them from being used and charged onboard.

[image: An airplane of Japan Airlines (JAL) approaches to land at Haneda International Airport in Tokyo, Japan, on Jan 5, 2024. (File photo: Reuters)]
An airplane of Japan Airlines (JAL) approaches to land at Haneda International Airport in Tokyo, Japan, on Jan 5, 2024. (File photo: Reuters)




	Read more: Thailand updates power bank rules for air travellers
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									Cable-theft gang dismantled in Nakhon Sawan								

								Police believe suspects part of larger and very well-run operation
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																NAKHON SAWAN - Eighteen people were arrested on Thursday while attempting to steal underground copper cables belonging to National Telecom in Muang district, posing as telecommunications employees wearing custom-made uniforms.
The arrests took place at around 1am on Sawanvitee Road in front of the Fairyland department store in tambon Pak Nampho, after police were alerted to suspicious activity, said Pol Col Phumrapee Phalaphum, superintendent of the Muang Nakhon Sawan station.

Authorities also seized five vehicles used in the operation and a large quantity of cable-cutting equipment from the suspects, both men and women.

The seized vehicles included pickup trucks, sedans and a truck for transporting the stolen cables. One had been fitted with a rescue foundation logo sticker to appear legitimate and avoid scrutiny from both the public and authorities.

Investigators found that the group was a large, professional gang from eastern Thailand and had been operating across several provinces in the central region, Pol Col Phumraphee said.

[image: Some of cable-cutting equipment police seized from the suspects. (Photo: Chalit Phoomrueng)]
Some of the cable-cutting equipment police seized from the suspects. (Photo: Chalit Phoomrueng)



Police said the culprits had even invested in custom-made uniforms bearing the name of a private telecom company, allowing them to open manholes and cut copper cables without attracting suspicion.

Further investigation revealed that the company did not actually exist.

An investigative source said the suspects had rented rooms at a resort in the district since June 15 and began stealing telephone cables to extract and sell the copper, which has high market value.

The gang had reportedly completed one successful theft previously, earning more than 300,000 baht, before returning to commit a second.

When police surrounded the area, some of the cables had already been cut, but had not yet been pulled from the conduit. The operation prevented damage estimated at more than 10 million baht, Pol Col Phumrephee said.

An employee of National Telecom said that all of the telephone cables inside the underground conduits had already been decommissioned and were in the process of being gradually removed and returned to the state enterprise.

NT later discovered irregularities when sections of underground cable were found missing from several locations. They alerted police and closely monitored the situation.

Police believed the 18 suspects were part of a larger cable-theft network, which may operate in separate teams across different provinces. Investigators suspect there are higher-level organisers who direct the operation.

The investigation is expanding to link the case to similar incidents in other locations, police said.
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									Top civil servant defends TH-AI Passport project								

								DE Ministry permanent secretary responds to intense procurement and conflict-of-interest scrutiny
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																The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society has strongly defended the controversial TH-AI Passport project, rejecting allegations of procurement irregularities, bid-rigging and political favouritism.
Patchara Anantasilp, the ministry's permanent secretary, on Thursday presented a detailed timeline of the project's development, denying it had been rushed, as lawmakers intensified scrutiny of the 1.6-billion-baht initiative.

The hearing brought together MPs from two House committees: Budget Planning and Monitoring; and Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights. They asked questions about the project's accelerated implementation timeline, procurement process, and potential links between the winning consortium and politically connected business interests.

Under the first phase of the project, the government plans to spend around 1.6 billion baht to procure professional and premium generative artificial intelligence models for 5 million Thais to use for free for one year.

The winning bidder was TH Consortium, which consists of Turnkey Communication Services Plc, a Thai ICT engineering solutions specialist, and Human Intelligence Co Ltd, a joint venture between Thai and Hong Kong investors building digital education infrastructure in Thailand.

Long-term AI strategy

Mr Patchara told the lawmakers that the policy objective underpinning TH-AI Passport -- expanding public awareness and adoption of artificial intelligence technologies -- dated back to May 2022 under the administration of former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The initiative originated from the National Artificial Intelligence Action Plan and was subsequently incorporated into multiple national digital development frameworks, he said.

In May 2025, under the administration of former prime minister Srettha Thavisin, the national AI steering committee established an ambitious target of reaching 20 million AI users or AI-aware citizens by 2027.

Mr Patchara said the objective remained unchanged even after subsequent political transitions and the establishment of a permanent national AI committee under newly enacted legislation in 2026.

"The target of enabling 20 million people to access and understand AI was not created overnight," he said. "It has been part of Thailand's national AI roadmap for several years."

AI adoption and digital skills development has become one of five urgent policy pillars of the current government, with authorities instructed to accelerate implementation during the first phase, he said.

DE Fund usage

A key point of contention involves the funding source for the project. Critics have said that financing the project through extra-budgetary funds circumvented normal parliamentary budget scrutiny.

Mr Patchara rejected those claims, explaining that when the current administration assumed office on Oct 1, available allocations under the ministry's annual budget had largely been committed.

As a result, officials turned to the Digital Economy and Society Development Fund (DE Fund), which had about 2 billion baht in available resources.

He stressed that obtaining approval from the fund was not a simple administrative exercise but required extensive review by an independent committee comprising representatives from central government agencies and external experts in information technology and digital policy.

"The approval process involves multiple layers of scrutiny. The committee responsible for reviewing projects is not made up solely of DE Ministry officials," Mr Patchara said.

The committee reviewed the project proposal, examined pricing assumptions and oversaw the preparation of the terms of reference before the procurement process proceeded in accordance with government regulations.

Procurement timeline

Responding to allegations that the contract for the project had been awarded just 34 days after bids were called, Mr Patchara said the development process stretched across several stages, beginning in 2025.

The steps included policy development, feasibility assessments, market testing, budget planning, drafting of terms and procurement procedures before the contract was signed on April 14, 2026.

"The entire process took nearly a year. The narrative that everything was completed in 34 days is inaccurate and creates a misleading impression of how the project was actually developed," he said.

Terms of reference

Opposition representatives focused much of their questioning on amendments made to the project's terms of reference.

Theerachart Kotrakul, an adviser to the opposition leader, asked whether ministry executives were aware of changes made after the project was presented to the cabinet's economic committee.

They included the reduction of the implementation period from 90 days to 30 days, and the addition of required digital advertising screens located in convenience stores.

One requirement set out in the terms was for the winning bidder to promote the project on digital screens in at least 1,500 convenience stores in Bangkok and the provinces, totalling 6,000 screens.

Mr Patchara responded that the cabinet had approved only the policy framework and overall project objectives, not the detailed terms.

He compared the process to infrastructure development, arguing that implementation schedules are often adjusted when agencies determine that objectives can be achieved more quickly.

Regarding the addition of convenience-store media screens, he said the aim was to maximise citizen participation and public awareness.

"The project's success depends not only on the AI platform itself but also on public engagement. If people do not participate, the initiative cannot achieve its intended outcomes," Mr Patchara said.


	Commentary: Government presses ahead with fraught AI plan
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									Eight arrested over illegal ID-card scheme linked to scams								

								Three of the suspects are Thai officials, say police
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																CHIANG RAI -- Eight people were arrested Thursday in Chiang Rai on suspicion of running a scheme that illegally issued Thai identity cards to foreigners, including Chinese and Myanmar nationals, allegedly enabling scammers, drug traffickers and money-launderers, police said.
Deputy national police chief Pol Gen Samran Nuanma said police, administrative officials and representatives from the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) and the Office of the Public Sector Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC) made the arrests during raids at six locations in Wiang Chiang Rung, Mueang, Doi Luang and Wiang Kaen districts.

Three of the arrested suspects were Thai government officials, including former Wiang Kaen assistant chief Achira Jaisuya and territorial defence volunteers Siwarak Chailangkan and Pumin Kanthawee.

The other five are foreigners who illegally held ID cards. One is a Chinese woman identified as Kalaya Sae Fung, who holds shares in a technology company with a 1-billion-baht registered capital. Another is a Myanmar man who holds shares in four companies, including oil companies in Myanmar and Singapore. Three of the five foreigners were identified only as Bualai, Tawanchai and Chan.

According to Pol Gen Samran, corrupt officials in Wiang Kaen issued homeless student ID cards to Chinese, Myanmar, Lao and Vietnamese nationals in 2024 and 2025. The gang charged each alien about 100,000 baht. Police suspect some card holders included scammers and drug traffickers.

Aliens holding ID cards registered to people without home registration could travel, open bank accounts, conduct transactions and later apply for Thai citizenship. Such ID cards could also be used to launder money.

Police suspected the ID-card gang issued documents for about 200 aliens. Fourteen other suspects remained at large.
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									Scottish boxer dies after falling from tuk-tuk in Phuket								

								Driver faces negligence charges as tributes to young victim pour in from Scotland
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																A rising Scottish boxing star has died after falling from a tuk-tuk in Phuket, prompting an outpouring of tributes from his boxing club, while the Thai driver has been arrested and charged.
Colin Cairney, a 22-year-old undefeated welterweight champion, suffered critical injuries after the incident in the Patong area of Kathu district in the early hours of June 14.

He had remained in a coma and was receiving intensive treatment at Vachira Phuket Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries, said his club, 1314 Boxing Club in Stirling, Scotland.

"He was not just a member of the club, but family. He was an important part of Team 1314 and meant so much to many people," the club said in a tribute posted on its Facebook page.

According to CCTV footage and information provided by hotel security personnel, before the incident, Cairney had taken a red tuk-tuk from an entertainment venue to return to his hotel after a night of partying with friends.

However, a dispute reportedly arose over the fare, as he did not have cash to pay. It was agreed that the driver would take him to withdraw money from an ATM.

Video later showed the tuk-tuk travelling back towards Patong at 4.02am without dropping off the passenger. Cairney subsequently fell from the rear of the vehicle, striking his head on the road and sustaining severe injuries.

Cairney had travelled to Phuket for a holiday with relatives and friends from the United Kingdom, according to Pol Maj Surachart Thongyai, chief investigator at the Patong police station.

He said alcohol might have been a factor as the victim's friends appeared intoxicated when they later arrived at the hospital. Blood samples have been collected for testing, with official results still pending.

A hotel security guard told police that Cairney had unsuccessfully attempted to exchange a card for cash at the hotel before deciding to withdraw cash to pay the fare, estimated at 300 to 400 baht.

A woman was seen leaving the hotel with him, but police investigators have not yet confirmed whether she was in the tuk-tuk at the time of the incident.

CCTV footage confirmed that Cairney fell from the vehicle alone, with no evidence of an assault despite earlier speculation. The tuk-tuk driver did not stop to render assistance after the incident. (Story continues below)
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Driver questioned

Patong police have since located and questioned the driver, identified only as Kitpong, a 34-year-old native of Phatthalung province.

During questioning, the driver admitted picking up a foreign man and woman from the Bangla Road entertainment district and taking them to a hotel near Kalim Beach. Upon arrival, the tourists reportedly said they had no cash to pay the fare and asked to be taken to an ATM.

The driver said he then drove the male tourist, who appeared intoxicated, to three separate ATM locations, but all attempts to withdraw money failed. He subsequently decided to return the passenger to the original pickup point on Bangla Road.

While driving along Phra Barami Road near a hotel, Mr Kitpong said he was travelling at a normal speed when he sensed that something was not right with the vehicle. However, he did not stop to check.

After driving at about two kilometres further, he realised the passenger was no longer in the vehicle.

The driver did not report the incident to police or anyone else and only later learned that the passenger had fallen from the tuk-tuk, suffered serious injuries and died.

Police have charged the driver with negligence causing death and failing to stop and provide assistance. The suspect confessed to the charges, said Pol Maj Surachart.

Cairney had an undefeated professional record in 10 fights, including six knockouts, since he began competing in February 2023. He won the WBO International Youth Welterweight Title in 2025.

Kynoch Boxing Scotland also posted a tribute on its Facebook page on Wednesday: "We are devastated at the news of Colin's passing at just 22 years of age," it said.

"Colin was one of the stars of our stable. Inside the ring he brought excitement every time. Outside of the ring he was an absolute gentleman who was highly regarded by everyone."
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									Cable-theft gang dismantled in Nakhon Sawan								

								Police believe suspects part of larger and very well-run operation
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																NAKHON SAWAN - Eighteen people were arrested on Thursday while attempting to steal underground copper cables belonging to National Telecom in Muang district, posing as telecommunications employees wearing custom-made uniforms.
The arrests took place at around 1am on Sawanvitee Road in front of the Fairyland department store in tambon Pak Nampho, after police were alerted to suspicious activity, said Pol Col Phumrapee Phalaphum, superintendent of the Muang Nakhon Sawan station.

Authorities also seized five vehicles used in the operation and a large quantity of cable-cutting equipment from the suspects, both men and women.

The seized vehicles included pickup trucks, sedans and a truck for transporting the stolen cables. One had been fitted with a rescue foundation logo sticker to appear legitimate and avoid scrutiny from both the public and authorities.

Investigators found that the group was a large, professional gang from eastern Thailand and had been operating across several provinces in the central region, Pol Col Phumraphee said.

[image: Some of cable-cutting equipment police seized from the suspects. (Photo: Chalit Phoomrueng)]
Some of the cable-cutting equipment police seized from the suspects. (Photo: Chalit Phoomrueng)



Police said the culprits had even invested in custom-made uniforms bearing the name of a private telecom company, allowing them to open manholes and cut copper cables without attracting suspicion.

Further investigation revealed that the company did not actually exist.

An investigative source said the suspects had rented rooms at a resort in the district since June 15 and began stealing telephone cables to extract and sell the copper, which has high market value.

The gang had reportedly completed one successful theft previously, earning more than 300,000 baht, before returning to commit a second.

When police surrounded the area, some of the cables had already been cut, but had not yet been pulled from the conduit. The operation prevented damage estimated at more than 10 million baht, Pol Col Phumrephee said.

An employee of National Telecom said that all of the telephone cables inside the underground conduits had already been decommissioned and were in the process of being gradually removed and returned to the state enterprise.

NT later discovered irregularities when sections of underground cable were found missing from several locations. They alerted police and closely monitored the situation.

Police believed the 18 suspects were part of a larger cable-theft network, which may operate in separate teams across different provinces. Investigators suspect there are higher-level organisers who direct the operation.

The investigation is expanding to link the case to similar incidents in other locations, police said.
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									Average Thai household income declined in 2025								

								Lower-income households relying increasingly on financial assistance, researchers say
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																Thailand's average household income declined in 2025, while lower-income households increasingly relied on financial assistance, according to several research institutions.
The latest study by SCB EIC, a research centre under Siam Commercial Bank, reveals that the average household income in 2025 stood at 28,308 baht per month, a 2.5% decrease from the previous surveyed figure of 29,030 baht in 2023.

This marks the first decline in six years, primarily driven by a 4.8% contraction in earned income, reflecting the fragility of the labour market and the concentration of household income among high-income households amid a slowly recovering economy over the past several years.

The EIC analysis is based on the 2025 Household Socio-Economic Survey conducted by the National Statistical Office (NSO), which covered 57,600 households nationwide.

The study also found that Thai households are relying more heavily on financial assistance, particularly those in lower-income segments.

Financial assistance includes old-age and disability allowances, as well as other forms of aid provided by the government and various organisations. It also covers financial support from individuals outside the household.

"Household income derived from financial assistance increased by 19.4% in 2025 compared with 2023. Meanwhile, 60% of lower-income households -- those earning no more than 15,000 baht per month -- relied on financial assistance," EIC reported.

At the same time, the debt burden among lower-income households increased by 1.9% in 2025 from 2023. More than 50% of indebted households reported having insufficient income to cover their expenses, while more than two-thirds experienced income shortfalls.

Meanwhile, middle-income households, defined as those earning less than 50,000 baht per month, faced growing financial pressure from both essential living expenses and debt obligations.

As a result, this group is likely to face tighter liquidity and a reduced ability to cope with rising living costs in 2026, with inflation expected to accelerate.

EIC stated that rising household vulnerability could weigh on domestic consumption over the longer term. In the short term, the government's 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree is expected to help ease pressure on household spending.

Over the longer term, however, the government should focus on improving household income, enhancing labour skills and strengthening household financial resilience, the research institution suggested.

Disproportionate impact

Separately, Bnomics, a digital research platform under Bangkok Bank, reported that uneven labour income growth has disproportionately affected lower-income groups, despite Thailand's GDP per capita continuing to rise over the past decade.

GDP per capita increased from 221,195 baht in 2016 to 288,315 baht in 2025, representing average annual growth of 3%, compared with average annual GDP growth of 1.1% over the same period.

According to NSO data, the top 10% of income earners accounted for 32% of total labour income in 2023, while the bottom 50% received only 22% combined. Workers in the top 10% earned an average of 36,706 baht per month, compared with 2,635 baht for those in the bottom 10% -- a gap of nearly 14 times.

Meanwhile, a Bank of Thailand study found that the ratio of labour income to GDP declined from 49% during 2001-05 to 44% during 2016-23.

The decline was attributed to various factors, including changes in labour productivity, automation, demographic shifts, evolving consumer lifestyles, an ageing society, rising household debt and other structural challenges.

"Although GDP per capita and overall economic growth have increased, lower-income groups have not experienced a corresponding improvement in their quality of life," Bnomics noted.
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																SYDNEY - A pathogenic strain of bird flu killed more than 13,000 elephant seal pups after infecting a breeding colony on a sub-Antarctic volcanic island, Australian scientists said on Thursday.
Researchers found the remote Heard and McDonald Islands littered with seal carcasses when they arrived on a research expedition in October 2025.

Genetic testing confirmed the contagious H5 bird flu strain had killed seals, penguins and birds living on the rocky outcrop -- the first time it had been detected in one of Australia's external territories.

Southern elephant seal pups were the worst hit by the outbreak, scientists from the Australian Antarctic Program said, with mortality in some seal "harems" as high as 97 percent.

Ground and aerial surveys conducted in October 2025 and January 2026 counted 13,300 dead elephant seal pups.

"These observations of H5 bird flu at Heard Island and McDonald Island are the first detection in an Australian external territory and show the continued eastward movement of the virus," biologist Julie McInnes said.

The researchers said the virus had likely been introduced in August 2025 by infected wildlife that travelled from the Crozet Islands, a sub-Antarctic archipelago about 1,500 kilometres to the northwest.

The Heard and McDonald Islands -- uninhabited by humans -- unexpectedly hit the headlines when they were included on US President Donald Trump's list of international tariffs in April 2025.

Located 4,000 kilometres southwest of mainland Australia, the sub-Antarctic islands are fearsomely wild.

Access is allowed only with permission from the Australian government.
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									Tattooed young woman's body found in trash in Rayong								

								Police combing CCTV footage and missing persons records for clues
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																The body of a red-haired young woman with extensive tattoos on her back was discovered in a rubbish bin in Klaeng district of Rayong on Thursday morning after a refuse bag burst open inside a garbage truck's compactor.
Police, forensic officers, a doctor and rescue workers were dispatched to a road at Village Moo 8 in tambon Kasae Bon after being alerted at about 6am, said Pol Capt Chaithawat Rodma, deputy investigation chief at the Klaeng police station.

A garbage truck belonging to the Krasae Bon tambon administration organisation was found parked by the roadside when police arrived at the scene. Boonsueb Kaeokla, the kamnan (subdistrict headman), assisted authorities at the site.

In the pile of refuse, officers discovered the body of a woman believed to be about 20 years old. She had long red hair, fair skin and a slim build, with extensive tattoos covering her back, said police.

Forensic officers who examined the tattoos said they had not yet been fully coloured, and it was still unclear what the design depicted.

The body was in an advanced state of decomposition, with maggots and flies covering the remains and a strong foul odour. Authorities estimated that she had been dead for at least four to five days.

Sanya Ruamket, 52, a sanitation worker, told police that he and driver Phuwanat Phongsai had begun their routine collection round at about 5am.

While collecting waste, they came across a rubbish bin emitting an unusually putrid smell. The bin was surrounded by flies and contained large numbers of maggots. The workers emptied its contents into the truck for compaction.

As the compactor was operating, one of the refuse bags burst open, revealing what appeared to be a human body. Upon closer inspection, the workers realised it was the corpse of a woman and immediately alerted police.

Initial examinations found no identification documents or evidence revealing the victim's identity. Due to the advanced decomposition, identification has proved difficult, and authorities have yet to determine whether the deceased was Thai or a foreign migrant worker.

Police have not ruled out any possibilities, including natural causes, an accident or homicide followed by the disposal of the body to conceal a crime.

A team of investigators has been ordered to review CCTV footage from routes leading into and out of the area and check missing persons reports and records of migrant workers in the vicinity.

The body has been sent for a post-mortem examination to determine the cause of death and confirm the victim's identity as investigators continue efforts to unravel the mystery.
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									Proxy business crackdown reaches Chiang Mai								

								Hotels in northern province among several businesses identified, say police
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																CHIANG MAI - Authorities have expanded a major suppression campaign against proxy businesses run by foreigners from southern tourist islands to the northern destination of Chiang Mai, where police say they have identified many suspected illicit operations.
A team of 188 police officers and administrative officials launched the anti-nominee business operation on Wednesday, said Pol Maj Gen Yutthana Kaenchan, the Chiang Mai provincial police commander.

He said authorities were following the government's policy to tackle foreigners who illegally operate businesses through Thai proxies, causing negative impacts on the local economy and business competition.

"Chiang Mai province has been identified as one area where the 'Koh Phangan Model' will be expanding," he said, referring to the active suppression of illegal foreign business activities on the tourist island in Surat Thani province.

Pol Maj Gen Yutthana said that authorities in Chiang Mai had already identified two hotels that violated the Hotel Act, three parties that breached the Immigration Act, a group of companies in which Thai proxies held assets illegally on behalf of foreigners, and 11 companies that did not have brick-and-mortar offices as claimed in their registration.

"The organisations concerned are collecting evidence and expanding investigation to prepare for legal prosecution," he said. "Local businesses will be in order and the national economy will be protected."


	Explainer: Nominee structures in the spotlight
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									US-Iran peace accord takes effect								

								Signing by two countries' presidents sets stage for 60 days of talks on permanent deal
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																A US-Iran agreement to extend their ceasefire and begin talks on a permanent peace deal is now in effect, with the presidents of the two countries signing the 14-point memorandum of understanding, White House officials have confirmed.
The deal also sets the stage for the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz after a three-month closure that upended the global oil market and sent prices soaring.

US President Donald Trump, in France for the G7 summit, signed the agreement on Wednesday evening at the Palace of Versailles near Paris, US officials said. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian signed the accord the same day in Tehran.

The official in-person signing ceremony planned for Friday in Switzerland is still expected to go ahead as a ceremonial event and to kick off 60 days of technical-level talks.

Washington and Tehran also released the text of the agreement to end the Middle East war, with Iran committing to dilute its enriched uranium while being allowed to resume oil sales.

Washington commits to waive some sanctions and to facilitate the release of a $300 billion reconstruction fund for Iran supported by regional nations when a final agreement is reached on the Islamic republic's nuclear programme, according to the text.

Trump said on Wednesday that he was prepared to "bomb the hell" out of Iran if they violated the agreement.

He told reporters that he "might" stay in Europe for the formal signing but added that as it is just a memorandum of understanding, "it might not be the kind of a document I should be signing".

Vice President JD Vance is leading the US delegation to Switzerland, where he will be joined by Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf to sign the document.

American political commentators have said that Vance's presence in Switzerland is an attempt by Trump to distance himself from the agreement, which many see as a capitulation by the US after a deeply unpopular war that has created economic pain.

Mixed reactions

Highlighting the global impact of the deal, China said on Wednesday that its top diplomat had impressed on Tehran that it was "key" for all sides to "genuinely implement" their commitments.

While the agreement is essentially a prelude to a more detailed negotiation on Iran's nuclear programme and other issues, it has provoked strong reaction from different quarters.

US Senator Bill Cassidy from Trump's own Republican Party was scathing about the agreement which he said would allow Iran to rebuild.

"Iran's nuclear ambitions were not curbed, and they have learned that threatening the Strait of Hormuz works," he said. "Sanctions will be lifted, and the bombing has stopped. This is the worst foreign policy blunder in decades."

The head of the pro-Tehran Lebanese Shiite movement Hezbollah, Naim Qassem, on Wednesday described the deal as a "great victory" for Iran.

He thanked Tehran for insisting that it cover Lebanon, which was drawn into the conflict when Hezbollah fired rockets at Israel on March 2 in support of Iran.

In a televised address, Qassem called on followers to take advantage of the agreement and "expel Israel" from Lebanon.

Nuclear programme curbed

Under the terms of the deal released by US officials, Iran will dilute its enriched uranium stocks, possibly by "down-blending on site under the supervision of the IAEA" -- the UN's nuclear watchdog.

"The fact that they're conceding to that is a major, major win for the United States of America," a US official said of the nuclear issue on a call with reporters on condition of anonymity.

The US also commits to facilitating the release of a $300-billion fund for the reconstruction and economic development of Iran in the event of a final agreement on Iran's nuclear programme, according to the text.

But the official said the US would not be required to contribute financially.

Tehran would also be allowed to resume its oil sales as soon as the agreement is signed this week, while all sanctions would be lifted if a final agreement is reached at the end of a 60-day negotiating period, the same source added.

Oil prices have tumbled in recent days as optimism grew of a lasting Middle East peace agreement, but reversed course on Wednesday.

Prices briefly jumped five percent as uncertainty spread about the signing, before stabilising later in the day.

Lebanese front

While violence has declined in Lebanon following the announcement of the deal, Israeli strikes on the south have killed at least five people since then, according to state media, which also reported Israeli raids on south Lebanon on Wednesday.

Israel's army said five soldiers were wounded on Wednesday, one of them severely, "as a result of an explosive drone impact in southern Lebanon", the first such announcement since the US-Iran deal.

The Israeli military also said its air force intercepted "several rockets" launched toward soldiers operating in south Lebanon, without reporting casualties.
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																Hotels and airlines remain cautious about the potential end of the Middle East conflict as the positive impact could be delayed due to a steep slowdown in purchasing power, particularly among domestic tourists, during this low season.
[image: ]
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Nuntaporn Komonsittivate, head of commercial at Thai Lion Air, said the average load factor for June and July has fallen year-on-year, as travellers are exercising greater caution with their spending in the off-peak season after shelling out for holidays in April and early May.

Even though a brighter outlook is expected if the US and Iran sign a ceasefire on Friday, Mrs Nuntaporn said fuel prices will not immediately return to pre-war levels, unlike crude oil prices, which have fallen to nearly the same level as before the war.

Most airlines have to wait until a deal is signed and transport routes are fully restored before adjusting their plans, such as increasing flight capacity and resuming some suspended routes, she noted.

Thai Lion Air has reduced seat capacity by 15% since the war in the Gulf erupted and needs to assess how lower fuel prices could affect airfares from next month, said Mrs Nuntaporn.

La-iad Bungsrithong, a board advisor for the Thai Hotels Association, said the low season in 2026 is the weakest in years, with the average occupancy rate in Chiang Mai only 40-45%, while some locations are recording rates as low as 35%.

The situation differs from previous years as hotels across all segments, including five-star properties that usually perform strongly, are experiencing a decline in bookings, she noted.

Three- and four-star hotels are hampered by weaker domestic purchasing power in both the leisure and meetings segments, as individuals and companies are prioritising spending on essential needs rather than tourism, said Mrs La-iad.

Luxury hotels are hamstrung by fewer international visitors, particularly from Europe and the US, as soaring jet fuel prices have discouraged demand from those markets.

She said that even though a peace deal is expected on Friday, travellers are likely to adopt a wait-and-see approach until the situation is fully settled.

The first indicator that hotel operators are monitoring is bookings for July and August, which typically increase due to demand from families during school holidays, as well as long-stay guests such as pensioners and digital nomads.

"The cost-of-living relief measures, such as the co-payment scheme, are unable to extend benefits to the tourism sector. They primarily help households absorb essential daily expenses rather than leaving them with additional budgets for travel," said Mrs La-iad.

As of May 31, the number of domestic trips rose year-on-year by 1.77% to 86.7 million, with Bangkok, Chon Buri and Kanchanaburi seeing most visits.
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									Yum sells Pizza Hut business for $2.7 billion								

								Yum China  acquires mainland business for $1.2bn, US private equity fund buys the rest
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																Yum Brands has announced that it would sell its Pizza Hut chain for a combined $2.7 billion in two deals that highlight separate trajectories for its business in China and the rest of the world.
The chain's stores in the United States and the rest of the world except for mainland China will be sold to the private equity firm LongRange Capital for $1.5 billion, the Louisville, Kentucky-based company said.

Those operations, which encompass  over 15,500 restaurants in more than 100 countries, [?]have struggled recently in many markets, hit by inflation, higher commodity costs and the growing use of weight-loss drugs, which has nudged consumers toward healthier options.

Same-store sales for Pizza Hut in the United States have declined for 10 consecutive quarters.

The China business, which has 4,375 stores but has been doing much better, will be acquired by its longtime operator Yum China Holdings for $1.2 billion.

"LongRange Capital is effectively buying a globally recognised brand in need of sharper focus, while Yum China's move gives local operators more control over a key market," said Sam North, a market analyst at eToro.

Thailand operations

In Thailand, Pizza Hut has 193 outlets operated by the master franchisee PH Capital Co Ltd, a 70:30 joint venture between the SET-listed shipping firm Thoresen Thai Agencies Plc (TTA) and PM Capital, owned by the Mahagitsiri family, who are also the major shareholders in TTA.

Before PH Capital took over in 2017, Yum had been managing the Pizza Hut brand directly, after Minor International pulled out in a dispute over franchise renewal costs in 2001. Minor went on to convert its existing branches to its new brand, The Pizza Company, which now has close to 450 outlets nationwide.

Pizza Hut was acquired by PepsiCo in 1977 and spun off in 1997 alongside KFC and Taco Bell to form the company that became Yum Brands in 2002. Yum, which will retain Taco Bell and KFC, expects the sale to close in the third quarter of 2026, pending regulatory approvals.

Optimism in China

The acquisition of the Pizza Hut brand in China by Yum China underscores the company's optimism  about the chain's future in the world's second-biggest economy, said the China-based food industry analyst Zhu Danpeng.

"From store expansion to growth in revenue and profit per store, as well as an increase in its customer fan base, it is evident that after localisation,  Yum China has strengthened its core competitiveness for sustainable development," he said.

Yum China, which counts the private equity firm Primavera Capital and Jack Ma's Ant Group as its main backers, has invested in China-specific products  such as black [?]truffle Yunnan mushroom pizza, new store formats and more affordable menu items aimed at cost-conscious consumers.

As a result, Pizza Hut has become the largest casual dining restaurant brand in China. It added 207 net new stores [?]in the first quarter of 2026 and plans to expand to more than 6,000 outlets by 2028.
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									S&P keeps Thai sovereign credit rating intact at BBB+ 								

															

																S&P Global Ratings has maintained Thailand's sovereign credit rating at BBB+ with a stable outlook, reflecting confidence in the country's economic fundamentals, policy direction and ability to withstand external shocks.
Jindarat Viriyataveekul, director-general of the Public Debt Management Office, said on Thursday the rating agency had reaffirmed Thailand's investment-grade rating while maintaining its stable outlook.

S&P forecast Thailand's economy would grow by 2% this year, reflecting the impact of volatility in global energy markets on domestic economic activity. However, the agency expects growth to strengthen from 2027 onwards, with an average expansion of 2.3% between 2026 and 2029.

The rating agency also projected income per capita would rise from about US$8,000 (262,000 baht) in 2024 to $9,000 this year, supported by a stronger baht.

According to S&P, political stability under the current administration should support policy continuity and help advance long-term economic restructuring and investment programmes. Key projects include the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) and major transport infrastructure developments, with state enterprises and public-private partnerships expected to play a major role in enhancing Thailand's competitiveness.

The agency noted that tourism remains a key pillar of the economy despite a 2.4% decline in foreign visitor arrivals in the first quarter compared with a year earlier. Government measures to support tourism and domestic travel are expected to help sustain growth in the sector.

S&P expects Thailand to maintain a fiscal deficit of around 3.2% of GDP in both 2026 and 2027 as the government continues using fiscal policy to support economic recovery and cushion external risks.
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									Average Thai household income declined in 2025								

								Lower-income households relying increasingly on financial assistance, researchers say
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																Thailand's average household income declined in 2025, while lower-income households increasingly relied on financial assistance, according to several research institutions.
The latest study by SCB EIC, a research centre under Siam Commercial Bank, reveals that the average household income in 2025 stood at 28,308 baht per month, a 2.5% decrease from the previous surveyed figure of 29,030 baht in 2023.

This marks the first decline in six years, primarily driven by a 4.8% contraction in earned income, reflecting the fragility of the labour market and the concentration of household income among high-income households amid a slowly recovering economy over the past several years.

The EIC analysis is based on the 2025 Household Socio-Economic Survey conducted by the National Statistical Office (NSO), which covered 57,600 households nationwide.

The study also found that Thai households are relying more heavily on financial assistance, particularly those in lower-income segments.

Financial assistance includes old-age and disability allowances, as well as other forms of aid provided by the government and various organisations. It also covers financial support from individuals outside the household.

"Household income derived from financial assistance increased by 19.4% in 2025 compared with 2023. Meanwhile, 60% of lower-income households -- those earning no more than 15,000 baht per month -- relied on financial assistance," EIC reported.

At the same time, the debt burden among lower-income households increased by 1.9% in 2025 from 2023. More than 50% of indebted households reported having insufficient income to cover their expenses, while more than two-thirds experienced income shortfalls.

Meanwhile, middle-income households, defined as those earning less than 50,000 baht per month, faced growing financial pressure from both essential living expenses and debt obligations.

As a result, this group is likely to face tighter liquidity and a reduced ability to cope with rising living costs in 2026, with inflation expected to accelerate.

EIC stated that rising household vulnerability could weigh on domestic consumption over the longer term. In the short term, the government's 400-billion-baht emergency loan decree is expected to help ease pressure on household spending.

Over the longer term, however, the government should focus on improving household income, enhancing labour skills and strengthening household financial resilience, the research institution suggested.

Disproportionate impact

Separately, Bnomics, a digital research platform under Bangkok Bank, reported that uneven labour income growth has disproportionately affected lower-income groups, despite Thailand's GDP per capita continuing to rise over the past decade.

GDP per capita increased from 221,195 baht in 2016 to 288,315 baht in 2025, representing average annual growth of 3%, compared with average annual GDP growth of 1.1% over the same period.

According to NSO data, the top 10% of income earners accounted for 32% of total labour income in 2023, while the bottom 50% received only 22% combined. Workers in the top 10% earned an average of 36,706 baht per month, compared with 2,635 baht for those in the bottom 10% -- a gap of nearly 14 times.

Meanwhile, a Bank of Thailand study found that the ratio of labour income to GDP declined from 49% during 2001-05 to 44% during 2016-23.

The decline was attributed to various factors, including changes in labour productivity, automation, demographic shifts, evolving consumer lifestyles, an ageing society, rising household debt and other structural challenges.

"Although GDP per capita and overall economic growth have increased, lower-income groups have not experienced a corresponding improvement in their quality of life," Bnomics noted.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3272815/average-thai-household-income-declined-in-2025



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Indonesian central bank hikes rates again								

								Rupiah strengthens after second increase in two weeks
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																JAKARTA - Indonesia's central bank raised its benchmark interest rates by 25 basis points on Thursday, just a week after a surprise off-cycle hike, as it seeks to attract fresh capital and halt selling in its battered rupiah and other assets.
Bank Indonesia raised the seven-day reverse repurchase rate to 5.75%, the highest level  since May 2025. Twenty of [?]35 economists in a Reuters survey had predicted the move; two expected a 50-basis-point increase and the other 13 expected no change.

BI also raised the overnight deposit facility rate and lending facility rates by the same amount to 4.75% and 6.50%.

The central bank has now increased its policy rates by a total of 100 basis points in three moves over the past four weeks.

The rare off-cycle increase last week reflected mounting urgency to stabilise the rupiah and anchor [?]investor confidence. It came after the currency hit a series of record lows amid global volatility, capital outflows and rising domestic policy concerns.

Governor Perry Warjiyo said the rate rise is aimed at strengthening the effort to bolster the rupiah's stability and as a pre-emptive measure to ensure the inflation rate stays within target while global market conditions remain dynamic.

The rupiah slipped to a lifetime  trough of 18,190 a dollar on June 8 before regaining some ground after the rate hike last week and as global market sentiment was boosted by the US and Iran signing an  interim agreement that would end the Iran war and reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

Rupiah revives slightly

The rupiah, down around 6.5% so far this year and emerging Asia's weakest currency against the dollar, strengthened  to 17,725 [?]after Thursday's announcement, from 17,805 earlier.

Indonesia's foreign exchange reserves, which BI uses to intervene to defend the rupiah, have fallen by $12 billion in the first [?]five months of 2026.

The rupiah has been weighed down by a number of factors that have alarmed investors, from President Prabowo Subianto's populist spending plans and expensive fuel subsidies that are straining the national budget to a controversial commodity export policy and doubts about the central [?]bank's autonomy.

The Jakarta stock market has also faced massive selloffs and could see further  capital flight if a review under way by the global index provider MSCI leads to a downgrade of Indonesia's market status to "frontier" from "emerging".

Inflation quickened slightly in May to 3.1%, but remained within the central bank's target range of 1.5% to 3.5%.

Inflationary pressures could heighten further, with state energy firm Pertamina raising some fuel [?]prices significantly last week and with the El Nino  weather pattern threatening a lengthy dry spell that could impact food production.
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									New Fed chief declines to make rate prediction								

								US central bank leaves rate unchanged as Warsh signals new communication approach
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																WASHINGTON - Federal Reserve chairman Kevin Warsh did not submit an interest-rate prediction as part of the central bank's quarterly economic projections on Wednesday, spelling changes ahead for what has become a key guidepost for investors on monetary policy.
The news came as the Fed held its benchmark interest rate unchanged, as widely expected, citing concerns about energy-led inflation over the near term.

The central bank's latest "dot plot" projections -- the anonymised rate-path views of individual policymakers -- featured just 18 submissions. The full slate of Fed policymakers numbers 19.

"It's been the practice of this committee for participants to submit these projections, and I have encouraged my colleagues to continue to do so," Warsh said  at his press conference following the meeting.

"I however refrained from [?]offering any projections of my own, consistent with my long-held views on the SEP, at least as it is currently structured," he said referring to the quarterly Summary of Economic Projections report.

President [?]Donald [?]Trump, meanwhile, expressed confidence  in Warsh, after the published projections showed nearly half of the Federal Open Market Committee members feel a rate hike will be needed this year.

"It's all right. Whatever," Trump said in France, when asked what he felt about  the decision [?]to hold interest rates steady.

Trump had repeatedly railed at Warsh's predecessor, Jerome Powell, once calling him a "knucklehead" for not cutting interest rates. He says the central bank ought to lower borrowing costs to help the housing market, boost the economy and reduce the cost of the government borrowing.

But on Wednesday, Trump had no [?]such words for Warsh.

"It could happen," Trump said, when asked about the possibility of a rate hike. "It's hard to believe. It just keeps the country down and it's so, it's so, unusual.  But we have a very good guy over there right now so I'm guided by what he wants."

Communications review

Warsh also announced that he is convening a task force of Fed staff and outside experts to review the Fed's communications practices, including the dot plot that the Fed has published four times every year since 2012 to give the public a sense of where the central bank may be headed on rates.

He said he "wouldn't be surprised" if there were a new communications framework in place by the end of the year. He also announced reform-oriented task forces in four other areas.

Fed policymakers themselves concede the dot plot is imperfect -- it doesn't, for instance, show how each policymaker's forecasts for the labour market and inflation affect their rate-path view.

Nonetheless, it has been part of a number of progressively more open communication practices [?]that policymakers credit with helping investors and the wider public understand the central bank's thinking, which they believe has made monetary policy more effective.

Warsh, however, has long criticised such forward guidance, arguing it locks policymakers into a specific rate path without due regard to changing economic data.

Half of the policymakers submitting projections believe they will need to raise the policy rate this year, the dot plot showed. Six of the nine who expect higher rates by year-end felt that more than one quarter-point rate hike would be needed.

Eight of Warsh's colleagues felt holding rates steady in their current range of 3.50% to 3.75% will be enough to bring inflation back down to the  Fed's 2% goal. One policymaker felt a rate cut would be needed.

The projections illustrate how quickly the debate within the central bank has flipped from a focus on how long to hold rates steady [?]before cutting them, to a growing worry that the Fed will need to raise rates to keep price pressures from higher fuel prices from seeping more broadly into underlying inflation.

Global oil prices have dropped sharply since last week when Iran and the US announced a deal to end their conflict and get oil flowing through the Strait of Hormuz again.

But it is not clear how quickly shipping and exports could recover after the agreement is signed, particularly given the damage that [?]energy facilities sustained during the three-month war. Inflation has been running above the Fed's 2% target for more than five years.
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																Thailand cannot rely solely on foreign investment if it wants to develop the semiconductor industry as a new engine to drive long-term economic growth, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
Pimjai Leeissaranukul, chairwoman of the FTI, welcomed the recent establishment of the National Semiconductor Policy Committee to steer technological advancement, but noted various measures are needed to develop the country into a semiconductor manufacturing base.

The committee, chaired by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, set a target to draw 2.5 trillion baht in investment to the chipmaking industry by 2050.

"We need both investment and technological know-how," said Mrs Pimjai.

Foreign investors' pledges to spend several millions of baht developing semiconductor production facilities must be done in tandem with human resource development.

"We need to build chip designers," she said.

The committee said it intends to develop more than 230,000 highly-skilled workers to serve the semiconductor industry, paving the way for economic development, creating high-quality jobs, raising public income and reinforcing the country's long-term competitiveness.

Mrs Pimjai said Thailand has the potential to advance in semiconductor technology development. Some FTI members are semiconductor manufacturers producing chips for their companies or to sell to other brands.

The FTI reported on Wednesday high-tech products made by foreign companies in Thailand are in high demand, helping to strengthen the export sector.

However, the Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) in May decreased to 84.7 points, the lowest level in 48 months, down from 85.3 in April.

The drop was attributed to local non-tech industries' struggle to sell their products domestically amid slowing demand and tough competition from imports.

"Consumers bought more imported electrical appliances, clothes and furniture because they are cheap," said Panitarn Pavarolavidya, secretary-general of the FTI.

"This is not good as it puts pressure on the manufacturing sector."

He remained optimistic about improving the index in June, following a peace agreement between the US and Iran to end the months-long conflict in the Middle East.

The May TISI was based on a survey of 1,347 entrepreneurs across 48 industries under the FTI.

Topping the respondents' rising concerns were the sluggish domestic economy, which gained the majority of votes, followed by difficulties gaining access to loans.

During the first quarter of this year, loan grants for small and medium-sized enterprises contracted by 4% year-on-year, reflecting banks' prolonged cautions about lending, according to the FTI.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3272549/fti-says-chip-sector-needs-more-than-investment



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Financial hub scheme still a priority								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Vinit Visessuvanapoom, director-general of the FPO]
											
																							
													Vinit Visessuvanapoom, director-general of the FPO												

																					

									

																The government remains committed to turning Thailand into a financial hub, says the chief of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO).
According to Vinit Visessuvanapoom, director-general of the FPO, the draft Financial Hub Act, which was prepared during the previous administration but was not considered by the House of Representatives, has been returned for further review.

The FPO is re-examining the draft and plans to accelerate its consideration alongside other policy initiatives, he said.

"We are reviewing everything again, including the original draft legislation. Whatever policy can be implemented first will be our priority," said Mr Vinit.

"We remain committed to promoting the financial hub scheme, but as for the specific approach and implementation, we will provide further details once there is greater clarity."

Last July the cabinet approved the draft bill following review and approval by the Council of State.

At that time, the government predicted the act would elevate Thailand to a regional financial centre. The legislation was designed to overhaul licensing and regulatory processes for businesses operating within the Financial Hub framework, making them more comprehensive, streamlined and business-friendly.

The initiative also aimed to attract investment by establishing a central authority responsible for formulating policies to promote Thailand as a financial hub, while helping to develop the financial industry through both human capital development and infrastructure enhancement to meet the needs of global financial institutions.

To achieve these objectives, the government proposed establishing the Office of the Financial Business Hub Regulatory and Promotion Commission as a one-stop authority.

The new agency would be responsible for establishing eligibility criteria for business operators and licensing mechanisms, determining incentive packages to attract investors, and developing effective supervisory and regulatory frameworks that are aligned with international standards.

The target businesses covered under this legislation include commercial banking, payment services, securities businesses, futures trading, digital asset businesses, insurance, reinsurance brokerage, and other financial businesses or related/supporting businesses.

Under the proposed framework, these businesses would be permitted to provide services only to non-residents, except in two cases: services provided between target business operators themselves; and services provided to business operators regulated as securities and exchange, futures trading, or digital asset businesses, where such activities are undertaken as market participants or to support the domestic financial market.
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																Hotels and airlines remain cautious about the potential end of the Middle East conflict as the positive impact could be delayed due to a steep slowdown in purchasing power, particularly among domestic tourists, during this low season.
[image: ]
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Nuntaporn Komonsittivate, head of commercial at Thai Lion Air, said the average load factor for June and July has fallen year-on-year, as travellers are exercising greater caution with their spending in the off-peak season after shelling out for holidays in April and early May.

Even though a brighter outlook is expected if the US and Iran sign a ceasefire on Friday, Mrs Nuntaporn said fuel prices will not immediately return to pre-war levels, unlike crude oil prices, which have fallen to nearly the same level as before the war.

Most airlines have to wait until a deal is signed and transport routes are fully restored before adjusting their plans, such as increasing flight capacity and resuming some suspended routes, she noted.

Thai Lion Air has reduced seat capacity by 15% since the war in the Gulf erupted and needs to assess how lower fuel prices could affect airfares from next month, said Mrs Nuntaporn.

La-iad Bungsrithong, a board advisor for the Thai Hotels Association, said the low season in 2026 is the weakest in years, with the average occupancy rate in Chiang Mai only 40-45%, while some locations are recording rates as low as 35%.

The situation differs from previous years as hotels across all segments, including five-star properties that usually perform strongly, are experiencing a decline in bookings, she noted.

Three- and four-star hotels are hampered by weaker domestic purchasing power in both the leisure and meetings segments, as individuals and companies are prioritising spending on essential needs rather than tourism, said Mrs La-iad.

Luxury hotels are hamstrung by fewer international visitors, particularly from Europe and the US, as soaring jet fuel prices have discouraged demand from those markets.

She said that even though a peace deal is expected on Friday, travellers are likely to adopt a wait-and-see approach until the situation is fully settled.

The first indicator that hotel operators are monitoring is bookings for July and August, which typically increase due to demand from families during school holidays, as well as long-stay guests such as pensioners and digital nomads.

"The cost-of-living relief measures, such as the co-payment scheme, are unable to extend benefits to the tourism sector. They primarily help households absorb essential daily expenses rather than leaving them with additional budgets for travel," said Mrs La-iad.

As of May 31, the number of domestic trips rose year-on-year by 1.77% to 86.7 million, with Bangkok, Chon Buri and Kanchanaburi seeing most visits.
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																Thailand must urgently strengthen its "communication sovereignty" to protect national interests in an increasingly borderless digital environment dominated by global technology platforms and emerging low Earth orbit (LEO) satellite networks, according to AM Thanapant Raicharoen, commissioner of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).
"Threats to national security have evolved far beyond conventional military confrontations," he said, adding that cybercrime, call centre scams, and online fraud continue to inflict substantial economic damage.

"Thailand now faces a more subtle but potentially far-reaching challenge: the erosion of communication sovereignty."

Communication sovereignty refers to the ability of a nation and its citizens to control, govern and protect their communication systems, information flows and digital infrastructure from external influence or domination.
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AM Thanapant said that in the digital era, communication sovereignty has become as strategically important as territorial sovereignty was in previous generations.

As over-the-top (OTT) platforms, artificial intelligence (AI) and LEO satellite networks continue to transform the communications landscape, communication sovereignty is rapidly emerging as one of the defining telecom and national security challenges confronting Thailand in the coming decade, he said.

DIGITAL BORDERS

According to AM Thanapant, communication sovereignty encompasses four critical dimensions.

The first is infrastructure sovereignty, which concerns a country's ability to oversee and maintain control over strategic telecommunications assets, including submarine cables, mobile networks, satellite systems, cloud infrastructure and domestic data centres.

As global technology companies increasingly expand beyond online platforms into connectivity services, this issue is becoming more pressing.

Particular attention is being paid to the rapid development of direct-to-consumer broadband services delivered through LEO satellite constellations.

Unlike traditional telecommunications models, these networks can provide internet access directly to end users without relying extensively on local terrestrial infrastructure or domestic service providers.

"If global operators are able to provide end-to-end communications services directly to consumers, countries may gradually lose influence over key layers of their digital ecosystem," AM Thanapant noted.

The second dimension is data sovereignty.

Data has emerged as a strategic national asset comparable to energy resources in previous industrial eras. Massive volumes of personal, behavioural and economic data generated by Thai users are increasingly stored and processed on infrastructure controlled by multinational tech corporations.

Without appropriate safeguards, Thailand risks losing control over how such data is collected, utilised and monetised, AM Thanapant said.

The third dimension is regulatory sovereignty.

He said governments must retain the ability to enforce national laws and regulations in the digital environment, including measures addressing illegal content, misinformation, cybercrime and platform accountability.

Regulators worldwide are struggling to overcome jurisdictional limitations when dealing with global OTT platforms whose operations often extend beyond national legal frameworks.

The challenge for policymakers is to establish effective regulatory mechanisms that preserve public interests while maintaining an open and competitive digital economy.

The fourth dimension concerns content and cultural sovereignty.

As AI increasingly powers recommendation systems and content-distribution algorithms, global digital platforms are exerting unprecedented influence over how information is consumed, interpreted and shared.

Such influence extends beyond commerce and entertainment, potentially affecting public opinion, cultural values and political discourse.

"Today's algorithms do not merely determine what people watch. They increasingly shape what people know, what they believe and, ultimately, how they think," AM Thanapant said.

He said Thailand remains heavily dependent on foreign technology ecosystems, ranging from social media and streaming platforms to cloud services and emerging satellite communications networks.

The country's reliance on foreign-controlled platforms, infrastructure and digital services could expose it to external influence, data leakage and diminished regulatory authority, he added.

STRATEGIC RESPONSE

AM Thanapant said there are three priorities Thailand should adopt, with the first accelerating the development of domestic digital capabilities in order to reduce excessive dependence on foreign providers.

Secondly, regulators should adopt proactive and appropriate governance frameworks for OTT platforms and emerging digital services.

Finally, Thailand should deepen regional cooperation to enhance collective bargaining power when engaging with global technology companies and transnational digital service providers, said AM Thanapant.

"The communication sovereignty should not be interpreted as digital isolationism, but rather as ensuring Thailand maintains sufficient strategic autonomy to protect national interests in a highly interconnected world," he said.
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																The artificial intelligence (AI) supply chain is one of the most attractive investment themes should a potential peace agreement between the US and Iran materialise, says Finnomena Funds, noting it could be a catalyst for a global market rally.
The investment firm believes the anticipated ceasefire deal between Washington and Tehran represents a turning point for global financial markets, as geopolitical tensions that have weighed on investor sentiment begin to ease.

According to Jessada Sookdhis, chief executive and co-founder of Finnomena Funds, a successful agreement would create a favourable environment for risk assets, supported by a weaker dollar, declining bond yields and renewed investor confidence in technology and AI-related sectors.

"We view this as an important investment window for investors seeking opportunities from a weakening dollar and lower bond yields, while also benefiting from positive sentiment across the AI supply chain," he said.

FOUR MARKET DRIVERS

Finnomena highlighted four major factors behind the improving outlook for global markets.

The first is the anticipated peace agreement between the US and Iran. The firm expects both countries to reach a formal understanding that would pave the way for the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz on Friday, restoring stability to one of the world's most strategically important energy routes.

Second, easing geopolitical tensions have already contributed to a decline in crude oil prices. Falling energy costs are expected to ease inflationary pressures worldwide and reduce the need for aggressive monetary tightening by the US Federal Reserve.

"A more accommodative policy outlook could provide additional support for global equity markets, particularly growth-oriented sectors," said Mr Jessada.

Third, ongoing developments at SpaceX have reinforced investor confidence in the technology sector. Strong momentum in innovation and AI continues to drive capital flows into leading AI companies, allowing the sector to outperform broader equity markets.

The fourth catalyst is the broader macroeconomic backdrop. A weaker dollar and declining Treasury yields have historically created favourable conditions for equities, commodities and emerging market assets, he said.

MAJOR BENEFICIARY

Mr Jessada said he believes the memorandum of understanding between the US and Iran scheduled for Friday reflects both countries' shared incentive to reduce the risks associated with a prolonged conflict.

The firm said international mediators are facilitating negotiations, while more complex issues such as nuclear-related discussions have been deferred to a separate 60-day negotiation framework, increasing the likelihood of an initial agreement being reached.

Finnomena sees AI infrastructure and the broader AI supply chain as the clearest beneficiaries of improving market conditions.

Lower financing costs, improving liquidity and sustained investment in data centres, semiconductors, cloud computing and power infrastructure are expected to support long-term growth across the sector.

If the US-Iran peace agreement is successfully implemented and the Strait of Hormuz reopens, global markets could enter a new phase of synchronised gains. In such a scenario, AI supply chain companies, supported by powerful structural growth trends and improving financial conditions, could emerge as some of the strongest performers in the next investment cycle, he said.
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																Growing criticism of parliamentary committees, a key oversight mechanism in a democratic system, should be a cause for concern.
The issue was recently highlighted by Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, a party-list MP from the People's Party, who warned that many parliamentary committees are plagued by duplication, inefficiency and potential conflicts of interest.

One major problem is overlap. Multiple committees in both the House and Senate often examine the same issues, leading to repeated summonses of senior officials who must appear before different panels to answer essentially identical questions. This places an unnecessary burden on the bureaucracy and wastes both time and public resources.

Another concern is that some MPs and senators sit on several committees simultaneously. In practice, this often means members rushing from one meeting room to another, signing attendance sheets before leaving for other sessions. Such arrangements raise questions about whether committee members can effectively perform their duties.

Critics have also questioned the committee allowance system. Members receive meeting allowances of 1,500 baht per session, meaning those serving on multiple committees can collect several thousand baht a day. While there is nothing inherently wrong with compensation, the current structure may create incentives that prioritise attendance over meaningful participation.

Mr Pawoot, a first-term MP with a private-sector background, also noted that some committees fail to review existing studies and reports, resulting in duplicated work rather than building on previous findings.

The root of the problem may lie in how committee seats are allocated. Appointments are often based on political quotas rather than expertise or genuine need. There have even been allegations that certain committee positions, such as adviser or secretary, are treated as political favours or sought after for the influence they may provide in dealings with state agencies.

More troubling are claims that some committee members use information obtained through committee work for personal gain. If true, such behaviour would undermine public confidence in parliament's oversight role.

Mr Pawoot has proposed replacing paper attendance sheets with facial-recognition systems or electronic time-recording devices.

The aim is to ensure members remain present throughout meetings rather than simply signing in and leaving. He has also suggested members who attend less than 70% of a meeting should lose their allowance and voting rights for that session.

Technology could also help address duplication. Parliament should establish a central database allowing committee secretariats to determine whether a particular issue has already been studied by another panel. Such a system would encourage coordination, reduce overlap and improve the quality of committee work.

Transparency must also be strengthened. Simply recording attendance is not enough. Parliament should provide the public with information about committee participation and lawmakers' performance.

House Speaker Sophon Zarum should not ignore these concerns. Such reforms are necessary not only to ensure the prudent use of taxpayers' money but also to restore public trust in parliament. As a cornerstone of democratic checks and balances, the legislature must be transparent, accountable and open to scrutiny.
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																The lavish welcome China's Xi Jinping received on his recent visit to North Korea stylistically underscored a deep and comradely relationship between the two communist regimes. Mr Xi's trip to Pyongyang, his first in seven years to the secluded socialist state, was nonetheless more about reviving and rebalancing ties with the dictator Kim Jong-un than about political substance.
Mr Xi, as General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, lavished praise on North Korea, a neighbouring state sharing many of China's cultural traditions. State media reported both are "socialist countries led by communist parties with traditional friendship, rooted in their shared ideals and beliefs as well as their common goals, and backed by a profound historical foundation, a solid political basis, and strong emotional bonds".

During the Korean War, for example, the newly founded People's Republic of China sent hundreds of thousands of "volunteers" to aid North Korea's attack on South Korea. The Chinese communist forces sustained huge losses in helping their North Korean comrades, a memory still part of a near-sacred political mantra of relations between both states. Mao Zedong described the PRC/DPRK relationship as "close as lips and teeth".

Beijing signed the 1961 Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance with North Korea, curiously, China's only current mutual defence agreement with a foreign country. Moscow also inked a mutual defence treaty with Pyongyang in June 2024.

The quaintly titled Democratic Republic of Korea (DPRK), or North Korea, remains an isolated and sanctions-constrained state, bound by the consequences of its own rash and illegal nuclear programmes. Though China has been decidedly nervous about North Korean nukes and has previously called for denuclearisation, the trip did not openly touch on the sensitive issue. The visit was about energising the old-time communist proletarian revival between Beijing and Pyongyang.

Nonetheless, in recent years, the Pyongyang regime has tilted to Moscow in a bid to revive its long-standing ties with the former Soviets and its curiously cosy relationship with Vladimir Putin. Since 2024, North Korea has dispatched over 15,000 combat and engineering troops to help Russia in its bloody Ukraine war. The North Koreans have taken disproportionate casualties, likely due to incompetent Russian tactical leadership, but Pyongyang still wants in the game. About 6,000 North Korean soldiers were estimated to have been killed or injured, according to Seoul's spy agency.

Recently, Pyongyang opened a museum and commemorative park honouring the DPRK forces fighting and dying alongside the Russians. Mr Putin savours his role supporting North Korea, which serves as a disruptive force both on the Korean Peninsula and as a subtle annoyance to China.

In the meantime, Moscow has shared sophisticated military hardware with North Korea and has guaranteed it diplomatic support in the UN Security Council for the DPRK's position.

Mr Kim's moves reflect his own vainglorious standing as a hereditary dictator and leader of the Kim family regime, which has traditionally played its ties and political favours between Russia and China. During my first visit to South Korea in the 1980s, I had the honour to speak with the Prime Minister Lho Shin-jung on this very dilemma. He stated, "Neither Moscow nor Peking enjoys the right to control North Korea. Whenever Peking or Moscow think they are in control of Pyongyang, then North Korea goes the other way."

For contemporary China, the issue is more complicated. Though China still maintains North Korea's economic lifeline, Beijing's economic focus remains on prosperous South Korea. Still, China views the DPRK as a strategic buffer between American forces in South Korea and the Chinese mainland.

"North Korea's expanding nuclear and missile capabilities reduce its reliance on both China and Russia while strengthening its ability to deter or complicate US intervention," wrote Dr Patrick Cronin, Asia/Pacific Security Chair of the respected Hudson Institute. He added, "Meanwhile, these capabilities provide Pyongyang with greater coercive leverage over both Washington and Seoul."

East Asian tensions have hardly lessened. As Seoul's Korea Times stated editorially, "The implications for South Korea are clear. Seoul should pursue a more consistent and coherent strategy toward strengthening trilateral cooperation with the United States and Japan."

Most certainly so.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China.'
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																The determination of rookie politician Chaichanok Chidchob, Minister of Digital Economy and Society (DES), to push ahead with the TH-AI Passport scheme by granting premium AI access to five million Thais with a budget of 1.6 billion baht has backfired, turning the initiative into a new political flashpoint for the Anutin government.
The so-called TH-AI Passport is being promoted as a scheme to expand citizens' access to AI technology and help the country keep pace with digital innovation.

However, the DES-led project has attracted criticism on several fronts, including budget allocation, cost efficiency and the procurement process. Critics, led by opposition parties such as the People's Party and the Democrat Party, have questioned the scheme's terms of reference and a bidding process they fear could favour certain companies over others. So far, Mr Chaichanok has failed to provide clear answers.

Mr Chaichanok is becoming the latest political fall guy, not simply because he is the DES minister. The 35-year-old political newcomer is also secretary-general of the Bhumjaithai Party. More importantly, he is the son of Newin Chidchob, the patriarch of the Buriram political dynasty and a key strategist behind the party.

It is therefore natural that he is under intense scrutiny. The public and political commentators want to know -- and Mr Chaichanok must prove -- whether he has the mettle of a leader or is merely another beneficiary of nepotism.

The TH-AI Passport has dominated headlines and drawn heavy criticism over the past two weeks. The People's Party has seized on the issue, relentlessly attacking the 1.6-billion-baht scheme and is preparing to file a complaint with the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC). It is also almost certain to make the project a key issue in the upcoming no-confidence debate.

Mr Chaichanok, however, has chosen to weather the storm. Despite mounting criticism and negative headlines, he insisted this week the TH-AI Passport would proceed because "the DES has done nothing wrong".

Such determination reflects the government's confidence in its parliamentary strength. The Bhumjaithai Party dominates the Lower House and is believed to enjoy good relations with a majority of senators. In simple political terms, the Bhumjaithai-led coalition has enough support to withstand opposition challenges and censure debates.

At the same time, the Anutin government is relying on so-called "helper" policies to ease public frustration. A notable example is the Thai Helping Thai Plus scheme, designed to subsidise household expenses under a 60:40 formula over four months. Such measures may buy the government time, at least until the DES minister can offer a stronger explanation and a better strategy for the controversial TH-AI Passport project.

Although the controversy has largely benefited the opposition, it has yet to inflict serious political damage on the DES minister.

The opposition is not without its own vulnerabilities. When People's Party list MP and firebrand politician Rukchanok Srinork questioned links between the project's winning bidder and the Bhumjaithai Party by posting photographs of the businessman alongside figures in the Buriram political network, counterattacks quickly followed.

Images of the same businessman posing with two key ideological figures in the People's Party -- Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit and Piyabutr Saengkanokkul -- soon surfaced on social media and went viral. The swift response left the People's Party on the defensive.

Despite the setback, the Anutin government could remain in power for a full term as long as corruption investigations and parliamentary checks and balances remain sluggish.

In terms of parliamentary arithmetic, the Bhumjaithai Party remains rock solid, enjoying a majority in the Lower House and strong ties with senators in the Upper Chamber, which exerts influence through appointments to independent agencies. The only notable exception is the Constitutional Court, where Senate-appointed dominance has yet to be fully consolidated.

Yet many political analysts believe Bhumjaithai has its own blind spot. Olarn Thinbangtieo, a political scientist at Burapha University's Faculty of Political Science and Law, told me that the party has yet to secure genuine popular support.

"Much of its electoral success came from nationalist sentiment -- particularly anti-Cambodian sentiment -- rather than enduring public trust," he said.

If the government fails to heed public concerns and continues to push ahead with costly and high-risk projects, such as the proposed one-trillion-baht Land Bridge, public backlash could intensify. Should political stability begin to unravel, the elite that has backed Mr Anutin may look for new leadership. After all, in Thailand's fluid political landscape, leadership is only a tenuous possession.

In such a scenario, Mr Olarn said Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow could emerge as an alternative prime ministerial candidate.

Mr Sihasak already has a strong track record. His public image could improve further if he delivers tangible progress in resolving maritime disputes with Cambodia in Thailand's favour following the scrapping of the MoU 44 agreement. Like Mr Anutin, he is also listed among Bhumjaithai's prime ministerial candidates.

Such a scenario would not represent a break from the current Bhumjaithai system. Rather, it would be a pragmatic, feedback-driven adjustment -- Thai-style politics designed to preserve political continuity.
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																India's citizens are witnessing a remarkable inversion of democracy: a government choosing its voters rather than the other way around. Even as public discontent grows across the country, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has strengthened its grip on power by manipulating the electoral process itself. The result is a stark reminder of what can happen when institutions meant to safeguard democratic integrity instead work to undermine it.
The means by which this inversion was achieved were deceptively mundane. In the run-up to the state elections held in April and May, India's Election Commission -- effectively appointed by the government and already facing accusations of pro-BJP bias -- launched a "special intensive revision" (SIR) of voter rolls. Officially, the exercise was intended to improve their accuracy and integrity. In practice, as the political scientist Gilles Vernier has argued, it amounted to "the greatest disruption of the electoral process India has ever seen".

Updating voter rolls is not inherently controversial. Democracies, after all, must periodically account for population movements and demographic change. But the SIR's door-to-door verification process was rushed and implemented unevenly, resulting in an unprecedented voter purge. By late May, more than 65 million names had been removed from electoral rolls in nine states and three union territories. Some estimates suggest that the final figure could reach 100 million.

Until recently, voters whose names already appeared on electoral rolls were presumed eligible unless officials could establish legally valid grounds for removing them under the 1950 Representation of the People Act and the 1960 Registration of Electors Rules. The SIR process changed that, requiring previously registered voters to prove their eligibility by providing extensive documentation -- even their parents' birth certificates.

The burden of proof was thus shifted onto voters, including many who had cast ballots in many previous elections. For millions of poorer Indians, obtaining the required documentation proved difficult or impossible, leaving their eligibility to the discretion of local officials.

Nowhere were the consequences more apparent than in West Bengal, an opposition-controlled state that the BJP has long sought to capture. More than nine million voters were reportedly removed from the rolls, often for minor discrepancies such as spelling errors or inconsistencies in a parent's age.

Notably, these strict standards have been applied only in West Bengal. The deletions were concentrated in opposition strongholds and Muslim-majority constituencies and disproportionately affected women, who were more likely to support the opposition. While roughly 3.4 million West Bengal residents filed appeals within the brief period allowed, only 1,607 names -- fewer than 0.05% -- were restored, with most appeals remaining unresolved when voting began. At the same time, nearly half a million new voters were suddenly added to the rolls through an equally opaque process. The integrity of the voting process has also come under scrutiny. An analysis of voting data from two constituencies, for example, found substantial discrepancies between reported turnout figures and the number of votes that could have been cast during polling hours.

It is hardly surprising, then, that the BJP secured its first-ever victory in West Bengal, enabling it to form the state government. The incumbent chief minister lost her own constituency by roughly 15,000 votes, a margin smaller than the number of around 60,000 voters reportedly removed there. While BJP supporters hailed the outcome as an "electoral tsunami", it could simply reflect the cumulative effect of multiple forms of electoral fraud.

The consequences are not limited to the ballot box. In West Bengal, the new government has declared that individuals removed from voter lists will be ineligible for welfare benefits, including food and housing assistance, health care, and cash transfers. What began as a voter-verification process is now being used to determine who is entitled to public services.

India's Supreme Court has failed to check these abuses. The court has taken no action in cases where the BJP's margins of victory were significantly smaller than the number of voters removed from the rolls, nor has it intervened when voter-roll exclusion has been used to deny people their basic rights.

Meanwhile, Mr Modi's government is setting its sights on redrawing constituency boundaries, a move that could further cement its electoral dominance. As Mr Vernier notes, the danger is not simply that elections may be manipulated, but that the rules governing them are "set unilaterally by the very actors who stand to gain from them". When that happens, he warns, elections "cease to be the mechanism by which power is contested and instead become the mechanism by which power gets entrenched".

For all the BJP's apparent electoral popularity, however, signs of public discontent are mounting. Workers in industrial centres have protested against stagnant wages, while farmers have taken to the streets over rising diesel and fertiliser prices. Earlier this month, large student demonstrations swept New Delhi and several other cities, demanding Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation following a series of scandals involving the National Testing Agency, which oversees university admission exams.

Some of these protests have been organised by the Cockroach Janta Party, a youth movement that began as an online joke after Chief Justice Surya Kant referred to unemployed young people as "cockroaches" and "parasites". Its stated mission is to "build a party for a generation raised on promises, notifications, and low battery warnings. A generation that is overqualified, frustrated, angry at what's broken, and financially confused."

The movement now has more social media followers than India's major political parties combined. But for this discontent to translate into real change, the ongoing election fraud must be stopped.

India's experience should serve as a warning to other democracies. In the United States, President Donald Trump and his allies have already called for the federal government to review state voter rolls. With aspiring autocrats worldwide watching closely, India could become a blueprint for authoritarian entrenchment or -- if its citizens prevail -- a warning for those who underestimate the resilience of democratic resistance. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																The trucks that keep Thailand moving may soon decide how well the country competes in a low-carbon world -- if the government gets it right.
They haul everything -- food, fuel, exports -- linking every part of the economy. For decades, they have been the quiet backbone of economic growth. Now they sit at the centre of a much bigger shift: the race to cut carbon as global trade rules tighten.

Electric trucks play a major part in keeping Thailand's economy competitive in a low-carbon economy. Unfortunately, the transition has barely begun.

Despite government efforts to promote electric vehicles, electric trucks still make up only a tiny share of the fleet. The slow adoption stems from structural problems that policy has yet to fix.

Hurdles

On paper, electric trucks look efficient. Electricity is cheaper per kilometre than diesel or gas. But operators do not make decisions based on fuel costs alone. They look at the full picture -- what it costs to buy, run, maintain, and eventually replace a vehicle. And that is where the case becomes less convincing.

An electric truck can cost nearly 2 million baht more upfront -- roughly one-and-a-half to twice the price of a conventional vehicle. Over a typical five-year cycle, running about 100,000 kilometres a year, the energy savings are real.

But they are offset by other uncertainties: resale value, the cost of installing charging systems, and the long-term handling of batteries.

In addition, batteries are heavy. The heavier the truck, the less it can carry. Fewer goods per trip means lower revenue per run.

A single trip by an electric tractor-trailer costs around 2,700 to 2,900 baht. For the same distance, diesel comes in at about 1,600 to 1,700 baht. LNG sits near 2,000. Without additional state support or further technological advances, electric trucks are not yet competitive under the present cost structure.

Not ready

Electric trucks cannot use standard EV charging stations since they need much more power, more space, and equipment categorically built for heavy vehicles. Right now, those facilities are few and far between, especially along major routes.

Cost is a big part of the problem, too. Installing a 350-kilowatt charger costs several million baht. Charging multiple trucks at once demands power at the megawatt level. Grid upgrades to support this demand add significantly to the overall cost.

Current weight limits were designed for diesel trucks. Apply those same limits to electric vehicles, and the extra battery weight eats into payload capacity. Due to this built-in disadvantage, operators are left carrying less and earning less while facing higher costs.

Some countries in Europe now allow heavier electric trucks to compensate for the batteries. Thailand has yet to address this issue.

Solutions

So where should the policy change begin? Not everywhere at once.

The most practical starting point lies in fixed routes that are ready. For example, employee shuttle services in industrial estates, container transport within ports, or urban deliveries. These routes have fixed distances and schedules. Charging can be built into each trip, reducing the need to rely on public stations.

Success in these pockets builds confidence. It shows what works before scaling up to longer, more complex routes.

But this is not enough. The transition will stand or fall on how the system is designed to address four main goals: localisation, financial incentives, regulations, and infrastructure.

Localisation

Effective transition begins with a simple question: Will Thailand just import electric trucks or choose to build local industrial strength from this shift to clean energy?

If it chooses the former, electric trucks risk becoming a new cost burden in the logistics industry -- cleaner, but more expensive, with little value created at home.

Thailand's policy on electric trucks should simultaneously move on two fronts: advancing technology to meet real operational needs and building a new industrial base domestically, from manufacturing to supply chains.

Experience from passenger EVs offers a clear lesson. Demand incentives such as subsidies and tax breaks can boost sales. But without linking them to investment, technology transfer, and local production, they do little to build long-term capability.

The electric truck policy should be framed as part of a broader industrial strategy. And the government must implement effective measures to support the localisation of the electric-truck industry.

Thailand already has a working model. Support for passenger EVs under the EV 3.0 and 3.5 schemes offered subsidies, tax cuts, and local production requirements as a package. Sales rose. Investment followed. A manufacturing base began to take shape.

Electric trucks have yet to see that level of commitment.

Affordable financing

Current incentives lean heavily on tax deductions, allowing companies to write off twice the value of locally made vehicles and 1.5 times the value of imports. But tax breaks only help firms that are already making profits. They do little for operators struggling with cash flow.

Learning from the passenger EV model, the initial momentum has to be strong enough to win over operators. If the early stage is too weak, the transition stalls before it begins.

For electric trucks, that means going beyond tax policy. Access to affordable financing will be critical: low-interest loans, credit guarantees, and other financial tools that reduce the risk of stepping into unfamiliar technology. Smaller operators, in particular, will need that support if they are to come along.

But support should come with conditions. Operators must be required to help build a domestic industry and create local supply chains, not only depending on imports. Otherwise, the gains flow outward.

Regulations

Adjusting weight limits for electric trucks could help level the playing field and ease the transition. In Europe and the UK, electric trucks are allowed an additional one to two tonnes. And proposals are underway to extend this to four tonnes to compensate for battery weight and preserve payload capacity.

In the Thai context, however, such changes cannot be rushed. They must be grounded in solid data -- on road safety, engineering limits, and infrastructure impacts -- to avoid turning technological promotion into a hidden cost for the transport system as a whole.

Poorly designed rules can shift costs rather than solve them.

Infrastructure

And then there is the backbone of it all: infrastructure. Charging points for heavy trucks cannot just pop up here and there.

They need a plan -- one that fits into the country's energy and transport systems. Putting them along key industrial routes or around ports would make better use of money and power, where demand is highest.

There is another option: battery swapping. Instead of waiting to charge, drivers can switch batteries and get back on the road quickly. It saves time. But it is not simple.

The upfront costs are high, and the system only works if everyone uses the same standards. That makes it more suitable for specific areas, like ports or industrial zones, rather than across the whole country.

Electric trucks are not just about cleaner air. They test whether Thailand can make this transition work for its economy.

Get it wrong, and the country pays more to move the same goods. Get it right, and electric trucks could drive Thailand's next phase of growth in the low-carbon economy.

Nattaphorn Buayam, PhD, is a research fellow at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																Last week's violence in Northern Ireland, not really a "protest" but an organised pogrom, is being seized on by the British and international hard right as further evidence that "out-of-control immigration" is fuelling the justifiable anger of the beleaguered (and soon to be replaced) white majority. This is a steaming heap of horsefeathers.
It is true that almost all the families who were burned out of their houses in Belfast were non-white immigrants who were legally in the United Kingdom. It was also obviously a pogrom, not a spontaneous outbreak, because the paramilitary members leading the attacks had lists of addresses of the houses to be burned.

But if it was really fears about immigration and the "Great Replacement" that drove the violence, as Fox News, Elon Musk and all the gang claimed, then why did only Protestants ("Loyalists", in the local parlance) join the pogrom? And why in Northern Ireland, which has the lowest rate of immigrants (three in a hundred) in the UK?

I have just spent a week or so going around Ireland, both North and South, and I can see plenty of reasons for hope. The Irish Republic (the South) has become a largely secular place where the Catholic Church's long stranglehold on the culture has evaporated. Simply put, it feels normal.

Northern Ireland is more complicated because its demography is changing. It is right now making the transition from a territory with a narrow Protestant majority that sees membership in the United Kingdom as its guarantee of security to a domain with a narrow Catholic majority that has traditionally sought to unite with the Irish Republic.

Many people in the Republic are not eager to see that outcome, because they fear that it would import the bitter rivalries and divisions of the North into their own country. But if the North were to vote yes to unification in some future referendum, it would certainly be welcomed by most people in the South as the fulfilment of Ireland's destiny.

The right to such a referendum is written into the "Good Friday Agreement" that ended the most recent round of "Troubles" in the North. (3,000 killed 1969-1998 in a minuscule but murderous civil war.)

The fact that the victims are immigrants rather than Catholics this time is misleading. They are just convenient targets for Protestant anxiety about change.

The rioters are genuine racists, but they follow a different drummer. They will be the next generation of Protestant paramilitaries; they have been itching for a fight, and here was an opportunity for some major aggro. So they took it.

It doesn't mean it will take another war to unite Ireland. It's not even certain that Ireland will ever be united. All I can say is that it doesn't feel a bit like it did when the Troubles started in the summer of 1969. I was in Belfast when it kicked off.

I was a young Canadian naval officer on loan to the British Royal Navy, and the minesweeper I was in had to go into the Harland & Wolff shipyards in North Belfast for repairs. It took a week, while the Protestant community in the vicinity regaled us with talk about the impending disaster (in which some of them intended to assist).

My ship's Engineering Officer was an Irishman from Dublin who just liked warships. (Irish citizens could serve in the Royal Navy Reserve.) He took me round the Catholic community, where I heard very similar stories from the other side. Lots of people on both sides were eager for it.

Then the shit hit the fan, and when we sailed back out to sea, we had to clear the upper decks to avoid snipers from the Short Strand (a Catholic enclave on the river). I was the navigator, so I had to stay up on the open bridge. It was my first time being shot at, but as Churchill said, "There is nothing more exhilarating than to be shot at with no effect."

More to the point, I see little risk of another round of the Troubles in Northern Ireland.
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																Fifteen years ago on June 16, on a sunny June day in Switzerland, millions of domestic workers worldwide gained the recognition they had long deserved.
A Thai delegation comprising the government, employers and workers was part of that momentous day, where the Domestic Workers Convention 2011 (No. 189) was adopted by consensus at the International Labour Conference.

The Domestic Workers Convention created a foundation for change when it recognised domestic workers as workers, entitled to the same rights and protections as other workers.

In the fifteen years since its adoption, globally, there has been at least a 15-percentage point increase in the number of domestic workers recognised under labour laws.

Domestic workers in Thailand, both Thai and migrants, play a critical role in sustaining families, societies and the economy. They clean homes, cook meals, guard households and tend to gardens. They also care for children, the elderly and disabled in need of care and support. In Thailand, as elsewhere, a significant majority of domestic workers are women.

In April 2024, Thailand took a momentous step with the reform of its own regulations on domestic work. Ministerial Regulation No. 15 governing working conditions of domestic workers provides labour and social protection to domestic workers nearly on par with other workers.

They are now entitled to minimum wages, eight-hour workdays and an additional one-hour daily break. They now also have maternity protections -- including 120 days of maternity leave and protection from being fired because of their pregnancy.

Yet despite this progress, challenges remain.

More needs to be done to create greater awareness of the rights and responsibilities established by the regulation amongst employers and domestic workers alike. Also, since domestic workers in Thailand are not covered by the mandatory social security scheme, they and their families lack income security in the event of sickness, old age, disability or death.

Today, protecting domestic workers is more urgent than ever. Demand for domestic work is growing, especially given the ageing population and with more Thai women joining the labour force.

The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimated last year that at least 70 per cent more at-home caregivers will be needed for the elderly by 2037. Many of these would need to be migrants from neighbouring countries, as fewer and fewer Thai nationals are entering domestic care work.

The question now is how we can continue to improve conditions and ensure domestic workers actually receive the rights that Thai law provides.

The government is committed. Recently, the labour inspectorate engaged in a strategic compliance planning workshop on domestic work to explore ways to promote improved compliance with Ministerial Regulation No. 15.

Specialised training and standard operating procedures for labour inspectors, given the unique challenges of the sector, have also been developed with ILO support.

Domestic workers' right to organise, a key plank of the Domestic Workers Convention, is also improving. The Network of Domestic Workers in Thailand, an affiliate of the global International Domestic Workers Federation, has over 1,000 members and many other domestic workers are organised through informal groups.

Thailand has already taken the steps that matter most. The advent of Ministerial Regulation No. 15 in 2024 brought the substance of the Domestic Workers Convention into Thai law.

Extending social security coverage to domestic workers, which is already under consideration, would close the remaining gap. Ratification of the convention is the natural next step: it consolidates Thailand's reforms, makes them permanent, and places them on the international record. It also signals to the region that Thailand's commitment to domestic workers is not just a policy choice but a legal one.

Domestic workers are the bedrock of the economy and provide essential care services that enable hundreds of millions of women and men to participate in the labour market and in their family lives. Now is the time to ensure that domestic workers themselves enjoy a firm foundation of decent work. Our collective well-being depends on it.

Xiaoyan Qian is the International Labour Organisation Country Director for Thailand, Cambodia and the Lao People's Democratic Republic. The article marks the 15th anniversary of the Domestic Workers Convention, which falls on June 16.
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																The report that the popular morning TV news programme Jor Luek Thua Thai Inside Thailand on Channel 9 MCOT HD will leave the state broadcaster at the end of this month casts a sceptical light on the Anutin government.
The programme has been on MCOT for seven years, having moved from a commercial station to the state-owned broadcaster during the government of Prayut Chan-o-cha. Even so, the programme and its two hosts -- veteran journalists Danai Ekmahasawat and Amornrat Mahittirook -- have never shied away from criticising governments, authorities and heavyweight politicians.

Over the years, the programme has become a morning staple for journalists, politicians and state officials alike. The show has cultivated sources in high places who provide the hosts with confidential information and tips. Leaked documents have often included lists of senior police and official appointments, as well as confidential dossiers, such as Department of Special Investigation documents related to the probe into the Senate election.

Last week, Jor Luek Thua Thai Inside Thailand launched a barrage of criticism against the TH-AI Passport project introduced by Digital Economy and Society Minister Chaichanok Chidchob, son of Newin Chidchob, strategist and adviser to the Bhumjaithai Party.

The 1.6-billion-baht scheme to purchase one-year premium AI subscriptions for five million users has drawn criticism over its cost-effectiveness and procurement process.

After the two anchors announced their decision to leave the station, rumours of political intervention spread like wildfire. Pukkamon Noonanant, a People's Party spokesman and party-list MP, immediately alleged that MCOT had received a "ticket" from the "blue regime" to take the programme off the air.

What has happened at MCOT does not bode well for press freedom.

MCOT is not merely a state-owned broadcaster; it is also a publicly listed company that is obliged to uphold good governance and transparency.

Reports that journalists are leaving the station after criticising the government will inevitably damage the image of both MCOT and the government itself.

The onus now falls on the Anutin government to prove it had nothing to do with the programme's departure.

Failing to do so will only reinforce perceptions that it is thin-skinned and authoritarian. That would not serve a government that aspires to join the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and uphold an image of transparency.

Both MCOT executives and Prime Minister's Office Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi, who oversees MCOT, have remained silent.

Such silence is irresponsible, as it sends a troubling signal to journalists working within state media organisations.

More encouraging is the news that the House of Representatives will establish a committee to determine whether political interference played a role.

The Thai Journalists Association is also monitoring the issue and is expected to issue a statement soon.

Without scrutiny and support from such institutions, journalists working for state media may ultimately face a stark choice: behave, or leave.
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																Thailand is touted to become a regional hub for AI data centres -- a trend that raises questions about how the government will deal with energy and water constraints.The question of water and electricity to run these centres is not addressed by a government that now seems focused on inviting more tech companies to open data centres in Thailand.
Thailand is placed as a high-growth market alongside Indonesia in a recent report on data centre trends, released early this month by CBRE Asia Pacific. In the property analysis, Bangkok, Chon Buri and Rayong are projected as areas for new data centre development, particularly within the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC).

The report would be music to the ears were it not for another, on AI, released the same week by the United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH).

Titled "The Environmental Cost of AI's Energy Use: Carbon, Water and Land Footprints", it examines the ecological footprint of AI data centres -- indeed mainly large stores housing hundreds of thousands of servers that store, process and transmit digital data. They demand enormous, steady electricity to run 24/7 and huge amounts of water to cool the heat.

The report projected that by 2030, data centres powering artificial intelligence will need 945 terawatt-hours of electricity -- nearly triple the combined annual use of Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nigeria, countries collectively home to more than 650 million people.

These stores will demand water equal to the needs of all 1.3 billion people in sub-Saharan Africa, and their land footprint will exceed 14,500 square kilometres, roughly twice the Jakarta metropolitan area, home to more than 32 million people, according to the UNU-INWEH report.

The simple yet big question is how Thailand will cope with such an appetite. More worrying is how the government can reduce the impact on communities, especially farmers who must share resources with these digital projects.

There is no answer from the government. On electricity, state utilities worry that demand from AI data centres will push the reserve margin down to 15% -- from the required 30-40%. Policymakers have yet to find how to obtain more power without hitting price, emissions and fuel security.

The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand is trying to sell society on the small modular reactor (SMR) -- a newer type of nuclear system. However, the SMR is a nascent technology and will take years to go mainstream.

More worrying than the electricity constraint is water scarcity.

As the EEC becomes the designated area for data centres, notably in Chon Buri and Rayong, have policymakers prepared enough water for their farm sectors, the large petrochemical complex in Rayong, the tourism industry in Pattaya and all these data centres? Lest we forget, water shortages have increasingly pitted farmers against industry in recent years.

The arrival of more data centres will exacerbate such tensions.

Make no mistake: AI and digital investment are crucial for Thailand's economy, and this editorial is not a case against AI and data centres. It is a call for responsible policy to ensure equal resource sharing among all sectors.
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																Multilateral development banks (MDBs), chief among them the World Bank, were established to provide capital to developing countries that couldn't raise it at home or on affordable terms abroad. For decades, they filled that gap. But as more countries move from low- to middle-income status (according to the World Bank's classification), and the global financial environment becomes more challenging, the role of MDBs must evolve, too.
Consider India, where there is no longer an appreciable gap for MDBs to fill. In 1991, according to our calculations, external finance covered about 15% of the central government's fiscal deficit; by 2025-26, that figure had fallen to 1.5%. In the intervening years, the country's capital markets have deepened significantly to the point that domestic market borrowing now covers more than 70% of the deficit.

In this, India is simply a prominent example of a more general rule: as middle-income countries develop more sophisticated financial systems, the case for MDB finance grows progressively weaker. The World Bank does not lend to middle-income countries with the long maturities and heavily subsidised rates provided to low-income countries, but on close to commercial terms. At a time when rising global interest rates and depreciating local currencies have made dollar-denominated external debt more expensive to service, price is no longer the chief attraction of MDB finance.

If they are to retain or even strengthen their relevance to middle-income countries, MDBs need to rethink their proper role. India's experience suggests that they should be primarily in the business of providing knowledge, not capital.

As the world's fastest-growing major economy, India has changed its development priorities substantially over the past generation, with the goal of becoming a developed country by 2047. Spending on social sectors such as health, education and sanitation comprises less than one-tenth of today's development expenditure, according to our calculations. The government is instead pouring investment into infrastructure, transport, industrialisation, and urbanisation. The biggest constraint on completing such complex and technically demanding projects is often know-how, not money.

Bengaluru's metro rail project, financed by the Asian Development Bank, provides an instructive example. The goal is not merely to expand the city's metro rail infrastructure, which India can increasingly finance by itself, but to reshape how the city thinks about planning. That has meant integrating the metro expansion with other forms of public transport -- from buses to commuter rail and non-motorised transport -- from the outset.

It has also involved zoning for mixed land use around the new stations to improve walkability and promote commercial opportunities. The loan is a vehicle for a more valuable resource: knowledge that can create a playbook for other Indian cities.

A recent report surveying MDB client countries confirms the widespread demand for knowledge and technical assistance -- often dubbed "Finance+" by government officials. The expectation is that every dollar borrowed from an MDB will yield more than one dollar in value through access to knowledge and technology, institutional capacity building, and the diffusion of best practices. A corollary is the so-called "Budget+" principle: MDB finance should catalyse and complement domestic public and private capital, not substitute for it.

Neither concept is new. But they have taken on new urgency as competition among development financiers intensifies. Like many other middle-income countries, India can now choose between MDBs, a large pool of bilateral lenders, foreign capital markets, and, most importantly, domestic creditors. In that crowded marketplace, MDBs' comparative advantage lies not in their lending rates but in their convening power, cross-country and sectoral knowledge base, and ability to structure projects that attract private capital at scale.

That last point matters enormously. The originate-to-distribute and toll-operate-transfer models that some development-finance institutions have adopted offer a glimpse of what Budget+ might look like in practice: projects designed to be "bankable," with user fees, offtake guarantees, and risk absorption by the state, making them an attractive asset class for private investors.

The World Bank's new India partnership framework moves in this direction, with resources from its lending arm, the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, being used to leverage private capital, rather than simply replacing it.

These ideas underpinned the recommendations made by the Independent Expert Group during India's G20 presidency. The 2023 report called on MDBs to co-design long-term transformative programs with client governments and to embrace a new operating model that treats knowledge transfer and private-capital mobilisation as core, rather than supplementary, components.

The challenge, of course, is implementation. MDBs are still organised around lending, and their incentive structures reward disbursement. Knowledge transfer and capacity-building are harder to measure and price, and attributing them to any one institution can be challenging. Only by changing those incentives -- privileging the quality of the developmental impact over the quantity of the loan --can MDBs become the development-finance institutions that today's world needs. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Tanu M Goyal is a senior fellow at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations, where she co-leads the Growth, Employment, and Macroeconomy vertical. Shekhar Aiyar is Director and Chief Executive of the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations.
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									The Unbound Collection opens first hotel in Thailand

									The Barai Hua Hin is on Khao Takiap
								

									Hyatt Hotels today announced the opening of The Barai Hua Hin, marking the debut of The Unbound Collection by Hyatt brand in Thailand.
									[image: ]

Set along the historic Khao Takiap coastline in Hua Hin, a favoured seaside destination for generations of Thai royalty, the 98-room beachfront resort brings together standout wellness tradition, locally-inspired design and the spirit of "sanook", the Thai expression for the joy of living.

[image: ]

Long before the concept of the "wellness retreat"swept the world, Hua Hin was already a place of restoration. Once a quiet fishing village known as Ban Samor Riang, the destination became a beloved seaside escape for Siamese nobility in the early 20th century. Its picturesque shorelines, warm sea breeze and gentle Gulf of Thailand tides shaped an easy-going elegance that still defines the coast today. 

[image: ]

Drawing on this legacy, The Barai Hua Hin first opened as a spa 20 years ago, earning a global reputation for fusing Thai healing traditions with modern Western wellness. Now expanded into a boutique resort, the reimagined property offers a restorative sanctuary grounded in classic Thai hospitality.

[image: ]

The design of the hotel and its spa draw on the elemental forces of water, fire, earth and air. Architect Mathar "Lek" Bunnag reinterprets Thai heritage through a bold, contemporary lens, using shaded corridors, sculptural forms, tranquil courtyards and water features to invite a slower, more reflective state.

[image: ]

The resort's two pools further express its dialogue between nature and design. This includes the Forest Pool, a shaded lagoon-like setting at the heart of the resort and the Beach Pool, an oceanfront counterpoint overlooking the Gulf of Thailand.

[image: ]

The resort comprises 98 guest rooms and suites, including 27 suites and a pair of two-bedroom penthouses, each designed to frame the lush tropical setting. Open living spaces, expansive private balconies, deep soaking tubs and rainforest showers create a generous sense of luxury. Higher-category suites include butler service, expansive terraces, in-suite rituals and daily massage inclusions for guests seeking an added level of privacy and personalisation.

[image: ]

At the center of the resort, The Barai Spa takes its name from ancient barays, reservoirs that once sustained daily life in the ancient empires. Here, pools, courtyards, stone passageways and quiet spaces are designed to slow the breath and heighten the senses.

Wellness extends to the two-story Wellness Hub, which includes a 24-hour fitness studio, yoga studio, holistic zone and wellness shop. Programmes are anchored in the resort's elemental philosophy, inviting guests to explore earth for grounding, water for release, air for vitality and fire for momentum.

Signature wellness pathways include Women's health, sleep recovery, back care, longevity, emotional wellbeing and heart health, each incorporating a personalized wellness map. The Wellness Hub is guided by Chuthamat Srinoi, known as Dr. Cash, an integrated wellness practitioner whose work brings together traditional Chinese medicine, sound vibration, energy healing and mindful art.

The Barai Hua Hin offers two distinctive dining destinations led by chef Benn Rowe, who celebrates coastal abundance, seasonal produce and the convivial pleasure of dining well by the sea. White Cottage nods to the seaside summer houses once built by Siamese nobility and to Ban Chom Khluen, meaning "Seeing the Wave", whose preserved timbers were reassembled into the cottage guests experience today. The restaurant serves breakfast before transitioning into a refined dining destination focused on fresh seafood, plant-forward dishes and Thai-inspired flavours.

McFarland House occupies a beautifully restored 19th-century beachfront pavilion overlooking the Gulf of Thailand. Once the seaside retreat of Dr George Bradley McFarland, a pioneering figure in Thailand's medical and educational history, the venue now offers Modern European cuisine, grilled meats, weekday afternoon tea and one of Hua Hin's most celebrated Sunday brunches.
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									New movies out this week: June 18-24

									Supergirl is actually Superman's biological older cousin
								

									Six new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Huo zhe yan (The Furious)

Directed by Kenji Tanigaki.

Who's in it? 

Miao Xie, Joe Taslim and Sahajak Boonthanakit.

What's it about? 

A father fights fiercely against ruthless kidnappers to save his abducted daughter.

Why watch it?

The movie was filmed in and takes place in Bangkok.

[image: ]

Hungry

Directed by James Nunn.

Who's in it?

Madison Davenport, Tracey Bonner and Joaquim de Almeida.

What's it about? 

After becoming lost in the Louisiana swamplands, a group of holidaymakers must fight for their lives against a rampaging hippo on the loose.

Why watch it? 

A hippo thriller. 

[image: ]

Obsession

Directed by Curry Barker.

Who's in it?

Michael Johnston, Inde Navarrette and Cooper Tomlinson.

What's it about? 

After breaking the mysterious "One Wish Willow" to win his crush's heart, a hopeless romantic finds himself getting exactly what he asked for but soon discovers that some desires come at a dark, sinister price.

Why watch it? 

Was shot for under US$1 million and was picked up by Focus Features for distribution for $15-million+ after a bidding war. 

[image: ]

Toy Story 5

Directed by McKenna Harris and Andrew Stanton.

Who's in it?

The voices of Keanu Reeves, Tom Hanks and Annie Potts.

What's it about? 

Woody, Buzz, Jessie and the rest of the gang's jobs are challenged when they're introduced to electronics, a new threat to playtime.

Why watch it? 

Jeff Bergman and Anna Vocino have been cast as the new voices for the Potato Heads. Unused archive recordings of Don Rickles were used for Toy Story 4 (2019).



Premieres on June 19

[image: ]

Cocktail 2

Directed by Homi Adajania.

Who's in it?

Sanjay Dutt, Kriti Sanon and Shahid Kapoor.

What's it about? 

After a decade together, Diya and Kunal's relationship is shaken when Ally, old friend re-enters their lives. What begins as a plan between two women spirals into chaos, triggering hilarious, emotional rollercoaster none of them saw coming

Why watch it? 

Shahid Kapur and Rashmika Mandhana cast together for first time.



Premieres on June 20

[image: ]

Maboroshi no hikari (Maborosi)

Directed by Hirokazu Koreeda.

Who's in it?

Makiko Esumi, Takashi Naito and Tadanobu Asano.

What's it about? 

A young woman's husband apparently commits suicide without warning or reason, leaving behind his wife and infant.

Why watch it? 

Hirokazu Koreeda's directorial film debut.



Premieres on June 24

[image: ]

Supergirl

Directed by Craig Gillespie.

Who's in it?

Milly Alcock, Eve Ridley, Jason Momoa and Matthias Schoenaerts.

What's it about? 

Kara Zor-El, aka Supergirl, joins forces with an unlikely companion on an interstellar journey of vengeance and justice when an unexpected adversary strikes too close to home.

Why watch it? 

This marks Jason Momoa's return to DC as he previously played as Arthur Curry/Aquaman in the DC Extended Universe from "Batman v Superman: Dawn Of Justice" (2016) to "Aquaman" and the "Lost Kingdom" (2023). He's also been campaigning to play Lobo for years and when he first joined DC he thought he would've been offered the part but he was offered Aquaman instead.
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									Robots pour cocktails and run marathons, but still can't multitask

									
								

									BOSTON - They can mix cocktails, run marathons and fold laundry. But humanoid robots are still a long way from doing lots of different jobs on command, whatever the marketing says.
									The gap was easy to spot at the Robotics Summit in Boston in late May. The glossy brochures promised one thing. The people who actually build the machines said another.

Elon Musk loves to show off his Optimus prototype, recently filmed jogging in short strides. Figure 03, a third-generation robot developed by Figure AI, can tidy and clean a living room by itself.

China's AgiBot and Matrix Robotics say their robots can greet visitors, serve coffee and give them a tour, a little like C-3PO from "Star Wars."

The reality is more modest.

"Most of the humanoids you see are being teleoperated, or they've got very specific paths and chores that they do," said Chris Matthieu of startup RealSense, which makes cameras for robots.

In other words, many are either run by a human with a remote control or stuck doing one narrow task.

Take Neo, the robot that 1X launched with great fanfare last October. It was billed as "the world's first consumer-ready humanoid robot designed to transform life at home" -- but was actually steered by a person off to the side.

Progress is real, though, and artificial intelligence is driving it. "I think AI has extremely accelerated that growth," said William Okazaki of sensor maker Renesas.

One big hurdle is the hands. Long the holy grail of robotics, they are getting close: robots can now grip with a delicate touch, and some sensors can even tell when they are touching human skin.

Much of this comes from a new kind of AI known as a VLA model, short for vision-language-action. It blends written instructions with what a camera sees in real time, so the robot can link what it is looking at to what it should do.

There is also the "world model" -- an AI that learns from vast amounts of images and video until it can predict what will happen next in the real world, such as how an object will shift when it is squeezed.

-- Hunt for data --

But an android that can do a bit of everything is still years off.

"For general purpose robots, it will take longer," said Daniel Fan of Innodisk, which makes parts for robots.

Plenty of humanoids are already out in the world -- Boston Dynamics' Atlas at Hyundai, Hexagon Robotics' AEON at a BMW site -- but these are trials, not final products.

"Until you actually get the robot actually trying to do the thing you think it can do, you don't really know," said Charlie Kemp of Hello Robot, which sells robots for people with limited mobility.

Running fully on their own, at scale, is not yet possible, "because there is not enough data," said Xinrui Bi of AgiBot.

To gather it, companies are setting up cameras everywhere to record human movement -- from people cooking at home to workers in a textile workshop in India.

The stakes are higher than for a chatbot like ChatGPT. A robot acts in the physical world, so its mistakes can hurt someone.

"If you want to move into a more social domain, it really has to be safe for the users around the robot," said Valentino Fagard of Japan's XELA Robotics, which works on giving robots a sense of touch.

Engineers can set limits -- telling the machines not to grip too hard, or not to get too close to a person. But there is a catch. Like chatbots, these AI systems don't always behave the same way twice, which makes them hard to predict.

"The issue with, call it the world model, or the end-to-end VLA, is they're non-deterministic, they're a black box," said John Black of Brain Corp, whose robots stick to a very specific task, like cleaning floors or checking store shelves.

"They're nowhere close to reaching the safety levels required," he said, because even the people who build these systems can not fully see why they do what they do.
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									Guru's daily horoscope for June 18

									Let's check out today's vibe
								

									The day of the week you were born on can reveal a lot... Read on.
									= today's motto,[?] = work, [?] = money, [?] = taken, [?] = single

SUNDAY

Stay in the present. Don't think too far ahead. 

[?]Your boss may pop up in your inbox because they want to know something. Don't expect the worst. 

[?] Don't buy something because you think you'll use it in the future, because you may not.

[?]Don't become paranoid when your partner doesn't respond to your text quickly or miss your call or two.                                                                                                                         

[?] Someone may remember little details about you, but that doesn't mean they're attracted to you.

MONDAY

All that glitters is not gold.

[?]An offering that sounds too good may hide clauses and conditions that put you at a disadvantage. Don't sign your name if you sense there's something wrong. 

[?] Beware of brand-name items with huge discounts. They may hide defects. Do some research on the sellers first.  

[?]You sense that your partner is hiding something or holding something in. You're right and should find time to have a heart-to-heart. 

[?] Someone with a good profile may slide into your DMs. However, they may lie a lot.  

TUESDAY

It's time to embark on a new path!

[?]Stop doing things the same way if it's ineffective. It's better to take a chance on new ideas. You'll reach your goal sooner if you know how to adapt.  

[?] Don't spend money on things that don't generate returns. Look for a new way to make money or turn your hobby into a side hustle. 

[?]Conflicting schedules make your relationship lukewarm. See if you can change things in your calendars to find more time for each other. 

[?] If dating your type always results in breakups, you may want to consider going out with someone who isn't your type.  

WEDNESDAY

Fear becomes a cage that holds you back. 

[?]You don't want to accept new tasks because you fear failure. Don't be afraid to be part of a big project. You'll get to learn new things along the way. 

[?] If you want to sell something, you can start with a small amount to see how the public reacts first. You just need to start. 

[?]Your unfounded jealousy can ruin your relationship and encroach on your partner's personal space. Learn to trust your partner more.

[?] Someone may try to get to know you, but you keep your distance from them. Don't judge them based on past experiences.  

THURSDAY

Let yourself go and live a little. 

[?]Colleagues depend on you too much. You should offload some of your workload to others. Don't do everything by yourself.  

[?] Don't be too stingy and deny yourself nice things. Use a small portion of your income on indulgences like a fine dinner or a spa treatment.   

[?]If you feel tired, your partner can wirelessly recharge you with their support. You can leave your job title at the door. 

[?] You're at your most attractive when you're being yourself. The right person will love you as you are. 

FRIDAY 

Your connection paves the way to success. 

[?]If someone encourages you to accept a job they think is made for you, go for it. Don't let imposter syndrome stop you from going after great things.  

[?] Someone who hired you for a freelance job returns with another offer. Someone you know may pass on a job opportunity. 

[?]Couples may discuss their baby plans or a plan to open a business together. 

[?] You may meet someone interesting through your friend's or family member's introductions. They know what you like.  

SATURDAY

One big opportunity can change your life.

[?]Say hello to your new job title that comes with more challenges. It may feel quite difficult at first but you'll soon get the hang of it. 

[?] The money you spent on new skills or work tools will repay you in bigger opportunities. 

[?]Couples may have to make a big decision together, like moving home or planning life goals. Your relationship is a turning point.  

[?] Someone comes into your life and adds excitement into your routine. If you open your heart to them, you'll experience a new kind of happiness.
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									Bundit Padungvichean stages first show  in 15 years at Tang Contemporary Art

									
								

									Tang Contemporary Art presents "A Lifetime Between Realities", a landmark solo exhibition by Bundit Padungvichean, a distinguished artist, educator and respected figure in the development of modern Thai art, until July 19.
									The exhibition marks the 85-year-old artist's first major show in 15 years since his celebrated retrospective in 2011, offering a rare opportunity to reconsider his artistic legacy through the lens of time, reflection and continued creative vitality.

Throughout his career, Bundit has explored themes of human relationships and emotional bonds, social change and inequality, memory, longing and the co-existence of beauty and hardship.

The works presented in this show -- created over the past decade -- represent a mature and contemplative phase in his practice, reaffirming his enduring legacy within Thai contemporary art. The exhibition is a culmination of a lifetime of artistic inquiry. It offers insight into how an artist, deeply rooted in history and tradition, continues to evolve while remaining faithful to his core concerns. More importantly, it reaffirms his position within Thai art history as a bridge between generations, as both educator and practitioner, and also as a witness to social and cultural transformation.

In a contemporary context increasingly defined by rapid change, Bundit's work invites a different kind of engagement -- one that is slower, reflective and deeply human. His paintings ask us not only to look, but to feel, remember and interpret.

Tang Contemporary Art is located at Room 201-206, River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, and opens daily from 11am to 7pm, except Monday.

Visit tangcontemporary.com.
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									'River > Birth' ponders reality of life and nature

									
								

									10 10 Art Space presents "River > Birth", an immersive installation that extends from the "Re > Birth" series by Thirasak Tanapatanakul, until July 24.
									Rooted in the artist's long-term relationship with nature, shaped through living and working on his family project, Burgbarnburi, in Khao Yai, his work emerges from direct observation of fire, water, growth and transformation.

These elements are not treated as symbolic representations, but as lived experiences translated into artistic form. While the "Re > Birth" series questioned how one might begin again in the aftermath of collapse, this exhibition shifts from viewing renewal as an event towards sensing it as a state -- a state of flow, transfer and transformation that continuously unfolds within both nature and life.

At the gallery, the space is reconfigured into an environment that viewers gradually move through -- from traces of charcoal and pink blossoms, to inverted mountain forms that transform into sources of water; from reservoirs of moisture, moss and vitality, to a dark transitional tunnel, before opening into a luminous space that remains active and alive.

The viewer doesn't stand outside the work, but becomes part of its flow -- through movement, bodily presence and perception -- rather than following a linear trajectory from origin to destination.

The exhibition proposes an understanding of renewal as a continuously shifting state. Loss, accumulation, growth and movement are not separate conditions but coexist. It encourages viewers to ponder the reality of life and nature that change isn't a beginning or an end, but an ongoing cycle we all live within.

10 10 Art Space is located at The Standard X, Bangkok Phra Arthit. The exhibition is open for public viewing daily from 9am to 8pm.

Visit facebook.com/1010ArtSpace.
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									Bangkok Book District returns to Phra Nakhon

									
								

									The historic heart of Phra Nakhon is set to transform once again into a bustling, open-air celebration of literature as the Bangkok Book District festival returns on July 25 and 26.
									Building on the momentum of its previous edition, this year's cultural initiative invites independent bookshop networks, writers, content creators, distributors and eager readers to explore the rich, tactile relationship between stories and city spaces.

The festival centres its activities around the deeply rooted neighbourhoods of Phan Fa, Wang Burapha, Fuang Nakhon, Woeng Nakhon Kasem, Sao Chingcha, Tha Tien and Nang Loeng -- Districts that have historically served as the cradle for Bangkok's printing houses, publishing hubs and intellectual communities.

By blending the historical narrative of these neighbourhoods with contemporary creative events, the festival breathes new life into the urban landscape, making reading an accessible, shared experience for everyone.

Operating across three main pillars -- supporting book businesses, empowering creators and promoting literary spaces -- the initiative serves as a vital bridge connecting the entire book ecosystem, from visionary authors and translators to independent publishing houses and government agencies.

Visitors can wander through more than 10 unique independent bookstores, each offering distinct atmospheres, meticulously curated selections, and a welcoming venue for organic dialogue between shop owners and fellow book lovers.

Beyond the retail experience, the festival boasts a dynamic line-up of activities designed to provoke dialogue about the sustainable future of Thailand's literary scene, including secondhand book markets, thought-provoking panel discussions, and immersive walking tours that re-tell urban history through the lens of print culture.

A major highlight making a welcome return is the popular Reading In The Park session at Rommaneenat Park, which seamlessly transforms a serene urban green space into a community reading room under the trees, successfully proving that public spaces can actively nurture a thriving collective intellect.

For more event highlights, scheduling and registration for the walking tours, please visit bkk.bookdistrict.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 17-23

									9 new titles from Apple TV+, Prime Video, HBO Max and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Sugar: Season 2

Premieres on June 19 

John Sugar, an American private investigator, is on the heels of the mysterious disappearance of Olivia Siegel, the beloved granddaughter of legendary Hollywood producer Jonathan Siegel. As Sugar tries to determine what happened to Olivia, he will also unearth Siegel family secrets; some very recent, others long-buried.



HBO/HBO MAX

[image: ]

Five Nights At Freddy's 2

Premieres on June 19 

One year after the supernatural nightmare at Freddy Fazbear's Pizza, Abby runs away to reconnect with her animatronic friends, uncovering dark secrets about the true origins of Freddy's and unleashing a horror hidden for decades.

[image: ]

House Of The Dragon: Season 3

Premieres on June 22 

After the death of their father, two siblings fight for the throne, thereby causing a civil war known as the "Dance Of The Dragons".



DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Expedition Files: Season 3

Premieres on June 17 

Josh Gates steps into the past to reveal shocking new secrets hidden within our world's most captivating mysteries.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Your Fault: London 

Premieres on June 17

After explosive events, Nick and Noah return -- stronger, closer, and more in love than ever. But as life begins to pull them in different directions, their relationship faces its toughest challenge yet. Noah heads to Oxford to pursue her studies, while Nick finds himself consumed by the growing demands of work. When new people enter their lives, stirring unexpected emotions and lingering jealousy, cracks begin to form. Trust is tested, passions flare, and the bond they once thought unbreakable starts to strain. Now standing at a crossroads, Noah and Nick must decide: fight for the love that brought them together... or risk losing it forever.

[image: ]

See You At Work Tomorrow!

Premieres on June 22

Cha Ji-yoon, a seventh-year product planner who has sworn off dating after a painful breakup. Burned out from corporate life, she lives for efficiency, deadlines, and one small joy: fried chicken and beer after the perfect on-the-dot clock out. Calm, polite, and unflappable on the surface, her heart has long been closed -- until Kang Si-woo, the company's most avoided team leader, enters her life.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

The Scammer Games

Premieres on June 18

A story about a group of eight scammers who must team up to defraud a mobster's underground business.  They are forcibly recruited with the promise of a big payoff if they successfully pull off their most impossible scam yet --conning the scammers who run underground lotteries, illegal gambling and call-phishing centres. Will they succeed in outsmarting the master con man and turn the tables on him, or will they spend the rest of their lives in prison?

[image: ]

Black Coral

Premieres on June 19

Marine biologist Narathon's mission to restore Thailand's reefs takes a dark turn when he learns of a pristine coral hidden near Skull Island, a place cursed by deadly whirlpools. Joined by photography professor Prachaya and gifted dive photographer Kaimook -- whose past work drew the obsession of Narathon's estranged tycoon father, Phum-- he uncovers troubling secrets. Phum's interest, and his alliance with the enigmatic Sairung, hints at a plot involving the islands' land and waters. As Narathon dives deeper, he's caught in a web of ghostly legends, hidden crimes, and the mysterious "Sarai" --whose haunting connection to the reef could mean salvation... or death.

[image: ]

The Creator

Premieres on June 20

With humans at war with AI, a grieving soldier sets out to destroy a powerful enemy weapon but learns it takes the form of a timid android child.


								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3272244/new-releases-for-your-streaming-pleasure-june-1723



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Indian workers training AI robots to take their jobs

									Developers think feeding first-person footage, called "egocentric data", into specialised AI models will help robots copy humans
								

									KARUR -- With a smartphone strapped to her head, Nagireddy Sriramyachandra films herself slicing mangoes in her kitchen in India to train robots powered by artificial intelligence (AI) to take on household jobs in the future.
									Earning just over two United States dollars for an hour of video, her mundane recordings are invaluable for global tech companies teaching machines how to move like humans in the real world.

The 25-year-old is one of a growing army of thousands of AI system trainers in the world's most populous country.

"Who else will give you 250 rupees an hour just for doing housework?" said Sriramyachandra from her kitchen in Chennai in southern India's Tamil Nadu state.

"I may get a robot myself in the future," she added.

AI chatbots and image generators crunch reams of digital data but building systems to navigate real-life environments is more challenging.

Developers think feeding first-person footage, called "egocentric data", into specialised AI models will help robots copy humans.

Some AI trainers work at home, others in factories or specialised studios -- using video glasses, head-mounted cameras and motion sensors.

[image: This photograph taken on May 13, 2026, shows a worker wearing a GoPro camera on his head recording actions through motion capture while folding towels inside a model bathroom at AI data company Objectways' office in Tamil Nadu's Karur district. (Photo: AFP)]
This photograph taken on May 13, 2026, shows a worker wearing a GoPro camera on his head recording actions through motion capture while folding towels inside a model bathroom at AI data company Objectways' office in Tamil Nadu's Karur district. (Photo: AFP)



"It blares 'hands not detected' when I'm not recording properly," said Sriramyachandra, who sends recordings via a special application to the AI data company Objectways.

The firm, which has offices in India and the United States, lists Fortune 500 multinationals as clients. It works with Amazon SageMaker, a platform for machine learning models.

'Better things'

The humanoid robot market is booming, with investment bank Morgan Stanley predicting there could be over a billion in use by 2050, mostly for industrial and commercial purposes.

"Folding clothes, coffee making... cooking a very specific thing, sandwich making," Objectways head Ravi Shankar said, listing videos requested by clients.

"Some jobs are supposed to be taken over, so humans can go and do better things."

In India, the emerging field of spatial AI is providing new employment -- for now.

The 50-year-old CEO is US-based, but hires workers from Tamil Nadu, where he grew up, one of India's international technology hubs.

At a Karur textile factory, busy with workers attaching labels to caps and ironing cloth bags, Agence France-Presse (AFP) saw eight people wearing head cameras and smart glasses supplied by Objectways.

India has positioned itself as a global middleman for the creation, processing and annotation of AI data.

"It's likely that these data collection services will increase," said digital labour expert Aditi Surie, from the Indian Institute for Human Settlements in Bengaluru.

Informal workers

India is aggressively developing its AI industry, but its leaders are aware that, alongside the technology's much-hyped benefits, automation poses risks.

Government think-tank NITI Aayog said that most discussions around AI and labour "focus on white-collar professionals and predict an almost certain loss of jobs in the segment" without urgent action.

"Little attention, if any, is paid to how AI can serve India's 490 million informal workers, the very people who form the backbone of our economy," it said in a report released ahead of a global AI summit in India this year.

[image: This photograph taken on May 15, 2026, shows an Indian housewife Nagireddy Sriramyachandra wearing a smartphone on her head as she records her actions through motion capture while slicing mangoes at her home in Chennai. (Photo: AFP)]
This photograph taken on May 15, 2026, shows an Indian housewife Nagireddy Sriramyachandra wearing a smartphone on her head as she records her actions through motion capture while slicing mangoes at her home in Chennai. (Photo: AFP)



The think-tank has examined how the technology could help or harm dozens of professions -- from cobblers to sewer cleaners, farmers to tea sellers.

For the last decade, 55-year-old Ponni has sat on a roadside in Bengaluru, the city known as India's Silicon Valley, making flower garlands.

She, too, has been paid to have a phone strapped to her forehead.

"The next generation... who might have to do work similar to mine -- they will face a problem," Ponni said.

Always wearing a camera

At an Objectways studio, AI system trainers film themselves performing household tasks in fake, fully furnished apartment rooms.

After several thousand hours of filming, the wallpaper is changed to provide clients with variety.

"Today I sit here, tomorrow I stand there," said engineering graduate Rani N, 21, on a break from filming herself, once again, folding a towel.

Each video lasts about four minutes, and she records around 90 a day -- on nearly every conceivable spot on the bed.

She said the job is "tolerable" but feels like she's always wearing a camera.

[image: This photograph taken on May 13, 2026, shows a worker, right, wearing a RGB camera on her head recording actions through motion capture while arranging coloured blocks at AI data company Objectways' office in Tamil Nadu'This photograph taken on May 13, 2026, shows a worker, right, wearing a RGB camera on her head recording actions through motion capture while arranging coloured blocks at AI data company Objectways' office in Tamil Nadu's Karur district. (Photo: AFP) Karur district. (Photo: AFP)]
This photograph taken on May 13, 2026, shows a worker, right, wearing a RGB camera on her head recording actions through motion capture while arranging coloured blocks at AI data company Objectways' office in Tamil Nadu's Karur district. (Photo: AFP)



In other rooms, colleagues arranged pencil sharpeners, water bottles and crayons in patterns, recording with depth-sensor cameras.

Qanat Consulting Services in Andhra Pradesh, an Objectways subcontractor, supplies about a dozen larger data firms with recordings.

Some of its 2,000 contributors perform tasks with motion-sensor bands on their "wrists, hands and legs", CEO Thaslim Pattan said.

Manish Agarwal of Bengaluru-based Humyn Labs, not related to Objectways, records conversations as well as videos.

Contributors discuss assigned topics -- ranging from politics to entertainment -- for clients wanting to process speech patterns.

Agarwal denies that robots will steal jobs, believing that networks of humans and robots "will work together" one day, he said.

"A welder in India could be managing a welder-robot in Prague," he said.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/tech/3272221/indian-workers-training-ai-robots-to-take-their-jobs
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									Jason Mraz to perform in Bangkok in October

									'The Devastator' embarks on his 2026 Asia Tour
								

									The American singer-songwriter known for hits like 'I'm Yours' is set to return to Bangkok for his fifth show, scheduled for Oct 29 at Bitec Live.  "Jason Mraz Asia Tour 2026 in Bangkok" is presented by ODLive.
									While many Thais first became aware of Mraz because his breakout song was used in a Sansiri TV commercial, he made his name back home with his first two studio albums, Waiting For My Rocket To Come and Mr. A-Z, both of which charted on US Billboard 200. 

His third album and magnum opus We Sing. We Dance. We Steal Things. however catapulted him to global status, spawning three hits in I'm Yours (which peaked at No.6 on the Billboard Hot 100), Make It Mine and Lucky. The LP also earned him two Grammy wins. In today's popularity metrics, I'm Yours has collected more than 2.4 billion Spotify streams while I Won't Give Up has surpassed 1 billion streams. 

For his eight-city Asia tour in October and November, Mraz has curated a setlist featuring chart-topping hits from across his discography (fans will have to find out if any tracks from his latest album Grandma's Gospel Favorites are making the cut). Bangkok is his second stop of the tour.  

Be ready to be serenaded by the smooth vocals and acoustic guitar skills of Jason Mraz this Oct 29. Tickets are available via Ticketmelon.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3272239/jason-mraz-to-perform-in-bangkok-in-october
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