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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Vance reveals he has been in touch with Pope Leo amid war disagreements
        Natalie Allison

        The vice president described his relationship with Leo as "positive" in a podcast interview.

      

      
        Government can't restrict gun ownership over habitual weed use, Supreme Court rules
        Julian  Mark

        The Supreme Court on Thursday found that a Texas man could not be prosecuted under a federal law that prohibits regular users of controlled substances, such as marijuana, from possessing firearms.

      

      
        U.S. and Iran have signed deal to end war, but tough negotiations remain
        Victoria Craw

        The president defended the agreement, but it has been criticized as a return to the prewar status quo.

      

      
        How the stock market became Trump's most favored adviser
        Cat Zakrzewski, Michael Birnbaum

        Trump has increasingly treated the stock market as a real-time referendum on his presidency, citing market gains as justification for many consequential decisions.

      

      
        Senate targets Hegseth's travel in standoff over apparent Iran school attack, boat strikes
        Tara  Copp, Noah Robertson

        Frustrated lawmakers are increasing pressure on the defense secretary to get answers they've sought for months.

      

      
        Trump defends his Iran deal, criticizes longtime ally Israel as G-7 ends
        Dan Diamond, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum

        In a sprawling news conference at the G-7 summit in France, the president touted the economic benefits of the ceasefire and threatened force if it fails.

      

      
        Georgia GOP drops redistricting plan that would hurt Black representation
        Olivia George

        Gov. Brian Kemp had called a special session so Republicans could secure one or more additional House seats in the 2028 elections. But lawmakers pulled the plug.

      

      
        Tracking who Trump is appointing to fill key administration roles
        Chris Alcantara, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas

        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.

      

      
        Trump says intelligence chief pick's hearing is off and Pulte will remain for now
        Dan Diamond, Victoria Craw, Noah Robertson

        The Senate postponed the hearing after Trump derailed the process. Sen. Tom Cotton said the president directed Jay Clayton, the DNI nominee, not to appear.

      

      
        The Supreme Court's major cases during the 2025-26 term
        Justin Jouvenal, Julian  Mark, Mark Berman, Nick Mourtoupalas

        The Supreme Court has taken up Trump-related cases in its new term, as well as cases dealing with gay and transgender issues and campaigns.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Opinions
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Vance reveals he has been in touch with Pope Leo amid war disagreements
The vice president described his relationship with Leo as "positive" in a podcast interview.

Pope Leo XIV meets Vice President JD Vance at the Vatican on May 18, 2025. (Alessandra Tarantino/AP)


By Natalie Allison | 2026-06-18
Vice President JD Vance said he has been in touch with Pope Leo XIV recently, disclosing previously unacknowledged direct communication between the two leaders as they have at times publicly criticized each other's positions in recent months.
The vice president described their relationship as "positive."
Vance, who converted to Catholicism in 2019, confirmed that he and Leo have spoken privately as he sat for an interview this week on opinion writer Ross Douthat's New York Times podcast, "Interesting Times."
Douthat, a conservative columnist, pressed Vance on how his past stated opposition to a U.S. war with Iran and the pope's criticism of the war squares with President Donald Trump's decision to start one and Vance's obligation to publicly defend it.
"Have I spoken to the pope in the last few months? Yes," Vance said. "Do I have what I would characterize -- I don't know what he would say -- but do I have what I would characterize as a positive relationship with the pope? I think so. But fundamentally, we just have different jobs."
Asked whether the pope felt like Vance is "secretly on his team" regarding opposition to the war, Vance declined to answer. Vance said he does not "talk about private conversations."
Since Trump started the conflict in late February with strikes on Iran, the first American-born pope has spoken harshly of the U.S. involvement and called for a quick ending to it, with Trump repeatedly lashing out at Leo in response. 
Vance has publicly criticized some of the pope's rhetoric, including saying in April "it's very, very important for the pope to be careful when he talks about matters of theology," in particular questioning Leo's interpretation of just war theory. Days later, Vance wrote on social media that he was "grateful" after Leo downplayed reports of tensions between the Vatican and Trump.
More recently, Vance spoke favorably of Leo's encyclical on artificial intelligence and morality, a contrast with other Trump administration officials' criticism of Leo's decision to wade into the issue. This week, Leo praised a temporary deal reached to end the war in Iran, which Vance has played a leading role in negotiating.
"You hear people say, 'Well you can just ignore this or that clergyman.' Or, 'You can just ignore the pope.' I've never taken that attitude," Vance told Douthat. 
"What I say is the pope is the leader of the church. He is the leader of the institution that preaches the gospel. He's an important moral voice, but he also does have a different role from the vice president of the United States."
Vance's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment about when he and Leo have spoken privately.
Vance met Leo in May 2025, when he visited the Vatican to attend Leo's inaugural mass. He has also met with Leo's brother, Louis Prevost, a Trump supporter who has visited the White House on at least two occasions, including Sunday's UFC fight on the South Lawn. During that visit, Vance could be seen leading Prevost over to say hello to Trump.
When asked by Douthat about his private concerns about the war, Vance discussed how his job is to help Trump land on the right policies by ensuring he has all the necessary information, and once the president's decision is made, to help him execute it.
"Even if I granted, for the sake of argument, that I believed this or that thing, it's like, do you think that it would be moral or appropriate to go out there and whine publicly about a decision the president of the United States had made?" Vance said.
"I'm not a commentator -- I'm the vice president. I serve in the administration that the American people elected him to be in charge of."
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Courts & Law
Government can't restrict gun ownership over habitual weed use, Supreme Court rules
The Supreme Court on Thursday found that a Texas man could not be prosecuted under a federal law that prohibits regular users of controlled substances, such as marijuana, from possessing firearms.

The issue before the court was whether the law met a strict Second Amendment standard. (Mariam Zuhaib/AP)


By Julian  Mark | 2026-06-18
The Supreme Court on Thursday found that a Texas man could not be prosecuted under a federal law that prohibits regular users of controlled substances, such as marijuana, from possessing firearms. 
In a unanimous decision, the justices found that the law was inconsistent with the Constitution's right to bear arms. 
"We appreciate that drugs and guns can sometimes make for a dangerous mix," Justice Neil M. Gorsuch wrote in the majority's opinion. But Gorsuch wrote that the law could not be squared with the court's strict standard that firearm restrictions must be rooted in the nation's "tradition." 
"And, apart from pointing to habitual drunkard laws, the government has not even attempted to prove that any other specific historical principle might justify its prosecution in this case," Gorsuch wrote. 
The case concerned Ali Hemani, a Texas man whose house was raided by federal officers in August 2022. They found a Glock 9mm handgun and 60 grams of marijuana. Hemani acknowledged he used marijuana "about every other day."
Prosecutors charged Hemani with being an "unlawful user" of a controlled substance under a section of the Gun Control Act of 1968. (In 2024, a jury found President Joe Biden's son Hunter guilty of violating the same law.)
Lower courts dismissed Hemani's case, saying the law violated his Second Amendment right to bear arms. The government appealed to the Supreme Court.
The issue before the court was whether the law met a strict Second Amendment standard that any gun restriction must be consistent with the "nation's historical tradition."
The case could affect a significant share of the population. In a 2024 government survey, more than 15 percent of Americans age 12 or older reported having used marijuana in the past month. More than 17 million people reported using the drug on a nearly daily basis, a study published in 2024 found.
As dozens of states have legalized cannabis in some form, the Trump administration has loosened restrictions on marijuana and reclassified it as a lower-risk drug. President Donald Trump has also ordered more access to psychedelic drugs such as psilocybin, the compound found in "magic mushrooms."
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U.S. and Iran have signed deal to end war, but tough negotiations remain
The president defended the agreement, but it has been criticized as a return to the prewar status quo.

President Donald Trump after signing the Iran deal over dinner at the Palace of Versailles on Wednesday. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-18
World leaders have cautiously welcomed the signing of an initial peace deal between the U.S and Iran that is expected to open the Strait of Hormuz and waive U.S. sanctions on Iranian oil but reserve some of the toughest negotiations, including on Tehran's nuclear capabilities, for a 60-day period ahead. 
Oil prices fell and gas prices· dropped below $4 a gallon for the first time since March after President Donald Trump signed the memorandum of understanding during a dinner at the Palace of Versailles on Wednesday night, capping off the Group of Seven summit in France·, seated between French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife, Brigitte, with Secretary of State Marco Rubio standing behind him. 
"It's signed," Trump told reporters outside the venue early Thursday local time. "Just signed it." 
Shortly after arriving back in the U.S. early Thursday, he celebrated "tumbling" oil prices in a post on Truth Social, deriding critics "who think I haven't been tough enough on Iran" as "jealous, bad people, or stupid." 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian also signed the agreement, known as the Islamabad Memorandum of Understanding, in the early hours of Thursday, Iran's state media reported. Later Thursday, he posted an image of the signed document on social media, saying that "peace will be achieved under the umbrella of mutual respect."
But U.S. and Iranian saber-rattling continued despite the memorandum. Speaking Thursday after a visit to NATO headquarters in Brussels, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said the U.S. was "more than able to reimpose an ironclad blockade" if Iran does not comply with the terms of the deal. "We're going to be the big stick behind the negotiations that never existed under President Obama," he said, referring to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action negotiated under the Obama administration that Trump pulled the U.S. out of in 2018. 
Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said the war has made Iran "MORE #powerful both militarily and diplomatically," in comments reported by Iranian state media.
The signing of the 14-point memorandum comes after nearly four months of war that has depleted U.S. munitions stockpiles, crippled shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, sent energy prices soaring and proved deeply unpopular in the U.S. 
A ceasefire reached in April came under intense strain this month as back-and-forth strikes flared across the region, while Trump veered between threats of further attacks and efforts to end the war.
On Thursday global leaders welcomed the deal as a way of ending regional instability and reducing inflationary pressure, despite critical issues remaining unresolved. The bare-bones agreement has also been widely criticized as an acceptance of the status quo from before the U.S. and Israel launched strikes on Iran on Feb. 28. Key sticking points, including Iran's nuclear capacity, remain subject to negotiations.
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who helped mediate, said the deal would come into "immediate effect," with Iran beginning to reopen the Strait of Hormuz and the U.S. lifting its naval blockade.
The signing "demonstrates the commitment of both sides to a diplomatic resolution of the conflict," Sharif said, thanking authorities in the U.S. and Iran as well as in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Egypt who also worked to broker the deal. 
Qatar's Foreign Ministry said it considered the signing "a new confirmation" of a commitment to negotiations, describing it as a "solid foundation" for the next phase of talks. 
International Atomic Energy Agency chief Rafael Mariano Grossi praised the U.S. and Iran for signing the memorandum and said the technical work is set to begin.
"All of this depends on the political will of both sides," he said at a news conference Thursday in Geneva, where he fielded questions about the IAEA's role under the agreement. "We are at the gates of the decisive phase of the technical conversations. Let's have them, and then we'll see," he said.
The agreement was set to be signed in person on Friday by Vice President JD Vance and Iran's Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf in Switzerland, though it was unclear whether that would still take place.
Trump defended the agreement during a 70-minute news conference Wednesday, touting the economic benefits while acknowledging disagreement among advisers over Iran's ballistic missile program, which isn't specifically addressed in the initial deal. He also criticized Israel for its actions in Lebanon, where it is fighting Iranian-backed Hezbollah militants, saying that the country has a right to defend itself but that it had been too heavy-handed at times. "They could behave better, and frankly, they could do a better job," Trump said. 
Israel, which was not party to the agreement, did not publicly comment on the terms Thursday. 
The initial deal declares the "immediate and permanent" end to military operations on all fronts, including Lebanon, and paves the way for a "final deal" in the next 60 days, "extendable with mutual consent," according to the text of the memorandum shared by a senior U.S. official who read it out on the condition of anonymity.
Its terms include opening the Strait of Hormuz, lifting the U.S. blockade, and U.S. and regional partners developing a $300 billion plan for the "reconstruction and economic development" of Iran. The U.S. Treasury would also waive sanctions on Iranian oil exports and the two countries would "refrain from interfering in each other's internal affairs" -- a far cry from the regime change Trump initially embraced. 
Shipping industry officials and maritime experts have said that even if the critical strait that carried around 20 percent of the world's oil and gas supplies before the war began is opened, high energy prices and shortages could persist for months. 
The strait remains studded with mines Iran has laid since the start of the war, and it could take weeks to clear hundreds of stranded vessels. Shipping firms are also concerned about putting vessels and crew at risk of attack, should the peace deal fracture. 
Japanese shipping company Mitsui O.S.K. Lines said that its policy on shipping in the Strait of Hormuz had not changed since the signing of the agreement and that "operations will not resume until safety has been sufficiently confirmed." 
"The resumption of transit will require close coordination with the governments of the relevant countries, insurers, and other stakeholders," it said in an emailed statement, adding that the company would continue to carefully assess whether safety could be assured. 
The price of Brent crude oil, the international benchmark, dropped to $77 per barrel Thursday, a long way from the four-year-high of $126 reached in late April but higher than the $69 a barrel from before the war began. 
Natalie Allison and Michael Birnbaum contributed to this report. 
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How the stock market became Trump's most favored adviser
Trump has increasingly treated the stock market as a real-time referendum on his presidency, citing market gains as justification for many consequential decisions.

"The stock market is more brilliant than anybody there is," President Donald Trump said Wednesday. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Cat Zakrzewski, Michael Birnbaum | 2026-06-18
In the more than 100 days since President Donald Trump launched a war with Iran, he has offered a shifting list of reasons for why he started the conflict. But in explaining his push for peace, he named a priority much closer to home: protecting the stock market.
"I didn't want to see economic catastrophe," Trump told reporters gathered in the Alpine spa town of Evian-les-Bains, France, after the Group of Seven summit. "If you kept this going, that could have happened, but all I know is every time we talked about the possibility of peace, the stock market shot up like a rocket ship."
The remarks provide the starkest example to date of Trump describing Wall Street as the barometer for consequential decisions of his presidency. They gave the public a glimpse of a dynamic that administration officials have often described: Whether he grapples with war, the rapid advance of artificial intelligence or the economic fallout from his effort to remake global trade, Trump considers market reaction a key measure of success. 
"The stock market is more brilliant than anybody there is, including the people on this stage, other than me, of course," he said, flanked by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and other top administration officials.
The gains Trump has celebrated, however, are not shared equally. A majority of Americans have some exposure to the stock market, but ownership is heavily concentrated among the wealthy. 
The richest 1 percent of Americans held nearly half of the country's stock market wealth at the end of 2025, according to the Federal Reserve Board. The bottom half of Americans own about 1 percent of stock market wealth.
At the same time, the war, Trump's AI agenda and his tariffs have contributed to inflationary pressures that fall most heavily on lower-income households, which spend a larger share of their income on essentials such as food and gasoline. 
At Wednesday's news conference, Trump claimed the term "affordability" was invented by the Democrats to disparage his economic policies, and he predicted that prices would quickly plummet as oil became cheaper. 
Trump has at times tied his reliance on the stock market to concerns about his broader legacy, and he regularly claims that he presided over the "greatest" stock market in history during his first term while glossing over the negative impact of the covid pandemic on the market. 
"The one president I did not want to be was the late, great Herbert Hoover," he said Wednesday, referencing the president who was in office at the time of the 1929 stock market crash. Trump went on to accuse Hoover of causing the Great Depression by raising taxes and interest rates too quickly. There is no consensus among historians and economists about the exact cause of the Depression, though many note the negative impact of tariffs, bank failures and the rise of purchasing stocks with borrowed money. 
Trump's reverence for Wall Street has roots in his rise to prominence as a real estate developer in the 1980s, amid a market boom that fundamentally redefined wealth creation in the United States. In his second term, he has shattered ethical norms for modern presidents by maintaining an active portfolio in the market. His investment accounts made more than 3,600 transactions worth hundreds of millions of dollars in the first quarter of 2026, according to an analysis by CBS News. 
The Trump Organization has told The Washington Post that the president and his family do not play "any role in selecting, directing, or approving specific investments." 
Presidents have long been attentive to the economic consequences of their decisions to wage war, seek peace and reshape the world. But Trump has been especially transparent that market feedback guides his foreign policy decisions -- including at moments when at least some of his allies feel there is significant strategic downside to doing so.
Advocates of maximal pressure on Iran, including many who praised Trump's initial decision to wage war against the country, say that in his quest to keep the market high, the president seems prepared to make concessions to Tehran that they view as dangerous.
Presidents have long tried to play down the idea that they are susceptible to economic pressure when they make their foreign policy decisions, so that they can maintain maximum deterrence against potential foes.
Iranians "recognized how critical market reaction was to U.S. decision-making, and it gave them leverage, especially as the U.S. strategic reserves were approaching dangerously low levels," said Suzanne Maloney, an expert on U.S.-Iran relations at the Brookings Institution. "Time was on their side and ultimately produced a much more generous set of initial trade-offs."
Trump said Wednesday that he was ready to restart hostilities if he felt Iran was straying from the agreement or otherwise negotiating in bad faith. 
Iran hawks have noted several points in the deal that they believe concede too much to Iran. They criticized the Obama-era nuclear deal, for example, because it allowed Iran access to previously frozen cash that they said paid for years of investments in proxy militias, terrorism and the country's ballistic missile program. On Wednesday, Trump defended once again unfreezing Iranian assets.
"After U.S. and Israeli military successes, the [memorandum of understanding] looks like a diplomatic win for the regime in Iran," wrote Mark Dubowitz, chief executive of the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a group that advocates a tough line against Iran.
Trump defended allowing Iran access to the cash on the grounds that it would be bad for the dollar if countries worried they could suffer by storing their reserves in U.S. currency. He sidestepped the possibility that unfreezing Iranian assets might fuel security challenges for the U.S. and its allies.
"It's not our money, it's their money, and we froze it at a certain point in time. I guess we're going to have to give it back. You know, if we didn't give it back, nobody would ever invest in the dollar again," he told reporters.
He also said that the world would run out of oil reserves in about four weeks if the Strait of Hormuz was not reopened, suggesting such a shortage could lead to "bedlam." Gas and oil executives have been warning the White House that prices could surge soon because of low inventories if the conflict continued.
Trump has frequently criticized former president Joe Biden's Russia policy as too "weak," saying that Russian President Vladimir Putin would never have invaded Ukraine in 2022 had Trump been in power. As with the attack on Iran this year, the invasion of Ukraine sent global energy prices soaring. That forced the Biden administration to balance economic costs against how much pressure to apply on Russia. 
The administration ultimately imposed a range of sanctions on Russian industries and tried to help Europe wean itself from dependence on Russian natural gas. But it held back from some measures against the Russian oil industry to spare energy prices.
Iran is not the only topic on which Trump's market focus has clearly influenced his decision-making.
Trump recently postponed signing an executive order that would place new guardrails on artificial intelligence, in part because of concerns about how the action would affect tech stocks, which have driven much of the stock market's gains this year.
"I really thought that could have been a blocker," Trump said, noting the benefits of AI to the U.S. economy. 
Trump signed the order after some minor changes were made. 
Last year, he backed off a plan to launch sweeping tariffs after the S&P 500 responded to the levies by wiping away 12 percent of its value in a week. He also said his decision was motivated by the bond markets, where he said investors were getting "queasy." 
"I guess they say it was the biggest day in financial history," Trump said, after markets soared in response to his decision to pause the tariffs. 
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Senate targets Hegseth's travel in standoff over apparent Iran school attack, boat strikes
Frustrated lawmakers are increasing pressure on the defense secretary to get answers they've sought for months.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks at the Shangri-La Dialogue security summit in Singapore on May 30. (Edgar Su/Reuters)


By Tara  Copp, Noah Robertson | 2026-06-18
Frustrated senators are threatening to withhold 75 percent of Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's travel budget unless the Pentagon provides Congress with answers about an apparent U.S. strike on a girls' school in Iran and the military's ongoing attacks targeting alleged drug smuggling boats in Latin America.
The proposal is tucked into an early version of the Senate's 2027 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), sprawling, must-pass legislation that sets Defense Department priorities. It reflects the growing bipartisan frustration over the Pentagon's refusal to comply with congressional requests. 
The Pentagon said it would not comment on pending legislation.
For months lawmakers have sought the complete, unedited video of the first, and highly controversial, boat strike in which the U.S. military killed two survivors of an initial attack that mostly destroyed the vessel. 
Since that episode in early September, U.S. forces have killed more than 200 people in strikes on small boats in the Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean. 
The Republican-led Senate Armed Services Committee advanced the bill by a vote of 18-9 last week and has since made the legislation public. The committee is seeking unedited footage of every boat strike in waters around Latin America. 
Lawmakers have also sought information on the military's investigation into how a girls school in Iran was apparently targeted by a Navy Tomahawk missile on Feb. 28, during the war's initial hours. The strike, for which the U.S. government has not publicly accepted blame amid an ongoing investigation, killed more than 170 people, most of them children, Iranian officials have said. 
No one has yet been held accountable for those deaths. The investigation is being conducted by U.S. Central Command. 
Speaking Wednesday at the Group of Seven summit in France, President Donald Trump said the investigation was ongoing but "nobody did that on purpose."
"Mistakes are made," the president said, adding, "war is nasty."
The Senate committee's draft of the defense bill must still pass the full chamber. It will then need to be reconciled with the House Armed Services Committee's version, which so far would restrict 25 percent of Hegseth's travel budget if the Pentagon does not provide lawmakers with the desired materials. 
The legislation must then pass the full Congress, expected late this year.
A similar House proposal made it into law last year, though it was unclear how close Hegseth had come to reaching the spending threshold.
"We've been asking for these kinds of things for some time," said one Senate staffer, who spoke to The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity to discuss the lawmakers' frustration with the Pentagon's noncompliance. "So we're trying to use all the tools for more enforcement now." 
The proposal to restrict Hegseth's travel budget was reported earlier by Politico. 
Republicans, who control both chambers of Congress, have at times been displeased by what they say is a lack of engagement by Hegseth and his advisers over U.S. support for Ukraine, which remains at war with Russia. The proposal to withhold funds from the defense secretary's travel budget would remain in place until the Pentagon also provides a previously ordered report to Congress on U.S. and allied support for the government in Kyiv.
GOP hawks have been deeply unhappy, too, about the Trump administration's refusal to consult Congress on its plans for sweeping cuts to U.S. troop levels in Europe. The Senate bill seeks to further restrict the Pentagon's ability to withdraw troops from the continent without first alerting lawmakers. 
Spokesmen for the committee's top Republicans, Mississippi Sen. Roger Wicker and Nebraska Sen. Deb Fischer, did not immediately respond to requests for comment. 
If passed, the withholding of travel funds would not only impact Hegseth, but his deputy as well and anyone in his office seeking to conduct official travel, the Senate staffer said. 
While Hegseth does not go on as many international trips as his predecessors have, he frequently travels to domestic military bases and sometimes has brought members of his family along. The secretary is currently in Brussels, where he is due to meet with NATO defense ministers.
Hegseth's political staff at the Pentagon has said that the secretary pays for his family to join him on official travel, such as this month's trip to France where he took six of his children, but to date they have not disclosed documentation verifying that he has reimbursed the government. 
An unusually large number of Democrats on the committee, including Sen. Tammy Duckworth (Illinois), voted against the NDAA in the committee's markup last week. Duckworth cited her disapproval of the Trump administration's actions in Iran and the lack of oversight as reasons not to support the often bipartisan-passed committee bill. 
"I cannot rubber stamp $1.5 trillion -- the largest defense budget ever proposed in our nation's history -- with zero checks," Duckworth said. 
Michael Birnbaum contributed to this report. 
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Trump defends his Iran deal, criticizes longtime ally Israel as G-7 ends
In a sprawling news conference at the G-7 summit in France, the president touted the economic benefits of the ceasefire and threatened force if it fails.

President Donald Trump speaks Wednesday during a news conference at the G-7 summit in Evian-les-Bains, France. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Dan Diamond, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Natalie Allison, Michael Birnbaum | 2026-06-18
EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France -- President Donald Trump issued a freewheeling defense of his Iran ceasefire deal at the close of the G-7 summit, veering from warnings about the economic costs of war to criticism of Israel's campaign in Lebanon and comments suggesting a break with decades of U.S. opposition to Iran's ballistic missile program.
"They have to have some, because other people have some," Trump said, acknowledging disagreement among his advisers over his stance. "Am I going to let Saudi Arabia have missiles, but [Iran] can't have them? ... It doesn't work that way. Missiles aren't the problem. Missiles, they hurt a little location, but they don't blow up the planet." 
The sprawling, nearly 70-minute news conference capped Trump's three-day visit to the G-7 summit and underscored a recurring feature of his presidency: using major geopolitical moments to claim vindication, relitigate old grievances and quickly shape the narrative on his own terms. 
As Trump was speaking, a U.S. official detailed what was characterized as the terms of the agreement with Iran in a separate briefing with reporters. Later in the night, as Trump dined at Versailles, he signed the agreement remotely -- as did Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, according to U.S. and Iranian officials.
While a U.S. official previously said both Trump and Vice President JD Vance had signed an electronic version of the agreement Sunday, a separate U.S. official said Wednesday that Trump had only "witnessed" Vance's Sunday signing.
The latest agreement, as explained by a U.S. official earlier in the day, lays out a starkly different level of U.S. involvement in Iranian government than Trump has suggested at other points over the past three months. 
While Trump previously expressed interest in facilitating regime change in Iran, the current agreement -- which is in effect for 60 days, but can be extended -- says that won't happen.
The two sides will now agree to "respect each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and to refrain from interfering in each other's internal affairs," according to the document.
"If the Iranians behave," the official said, other countries seeking to do business with Iran will be permitted to do so. 
Before taking questions, the U.S. president spoke for 41 minutes on a range of issues and also repeatedly veered off topic to deliver insults to political rivals, ponder the possibility of an economic depression, and describe several Middle Eastern nations and their populations in crude terms.

Journalists seek to get the president's attention during the news conference. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Trump mused on his negotiations with Iranians, crediting their "genius primitive culture" for helping them hammer out a fair deal, and insisted, again, that he had staved off war from a nuclear-armed Iran.
"If they had a nuclear weapon, they would have used it with it within moments," he said.
Asked whether Iran had won the negotiation, Trump said that "no matter what" he would be blamed for either letting the war continue or reaching a deal that upset some members of his base. 
Trump also criticized Israel, saying the U.S. ally had a right to defend itself but that he believed they were at times too heavy-handed. Israel and the U.S. jointly launched strikes on Iran on Feb. 28. Since then, Israel has also fought the Iran-backed Hezbollah military group in Lebanon and seized large swaths of that country.
"I think they could do better with respect to Hezbollah," Trump said. "I'm not saying they shouldn't protect themselves. I'm saying when two drones are shot into the desert and drop harmlessly, you don't have to knock down buildings in Beirut. They could behave better, and frankly, they could do a better job." 
Trump began the news conference talking about the 14-point agreement. The document was set to be signed in person on Friday by Vance and Iran's Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, though it was unclear Wednesday night whether the in-person signing would still take place in Switzerland. Trump on Wednesday repeatedly said that the deal would lower prices in America and around the globe and ease some of the inflationary pressure that has impacted most of his second term and increased headwinds against the Republican Party in the upcoming midterm elections. 
"All I know is every time we talked about the possibility of peace, the stock market shot up like a rocket ship, never went down," Trump said. "... Now that the oil is coming down, you're going to see everything follow. Everything follows the cost of energy, and we're going to end up having the lowest energy anywhere in the world." 
The Strait of Hormuz is set to open immediately and Iran will be permitted to sell its oil sanctions-free. As negotiations progress over a 60-day period and a final deal is completed, Iranian assets would gradually be unfrozen and transferred to Iran's Central Bank, and remaining sanctions would be lifted, assuming Iran's compliance with agreements. A $300 billion investment fund, which the U.S. believes would largely be financed by Persian Gulf states, would be established.
As Trump was speaking onstage in France, senior U.S. officials held a call with reporters to detail the agreement with Iran -- and to read off, word for word, the text of the memorandum of understanding.
The official stated the memorandum of understanding "commits us to quite literally nothing, but of course, if Iranians do a lot of good, then we want to reward that good behavior and transform their relationship with the Middle East and the world."
Many of the trickiest topics for discussion with Iran appear to have been reserved for the coming 60 days of negotiations, a notable shift given that the military pressure on Iran has eased for now. 
White House officials said they planned to lift sanctions on Iranian oil while the broader agreement was being negotiated, a sequencing that reduced economic pressure on Tehran at the precise moment that Americans are hoping to extract concessions about the country's nuclear program.
The shift was especially notable given how much Republican criticism of the Obama-era nuclear deal was focused on sanctions relief, which Trump and others said at the time delivered cash that fueled Iranian support for its regional proxies, terrorism and other activities that were detrimental to U.S. interests.
Trump also made clear how concerned he was about the impact of the war on the stock market and noted that dwindling global oil reserves were increasingly putting pressure on energy prices -- two reasons Iranian leaders might doubt his resolve to restart military operations if talks go poorly.
But he acknowledged that there were few enforcement mechanisms in the deal.
"Doesn't have to be," he told reporters in France. "I said, look, if you don't adhere to the agreement, I don't want to do that, but we're going to bomb the hell out of you, and I don't think that they're going to veer from the agreement. What else am I going to do? Am I going to say I'm going to take you to court?"
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Georgia GOP drops redistricting plan that would hurt Black representation
Gov. Brian Kemp had called a special session so Republicans could secure one or more additional House seats in the 2028 elections. But lawmakers pulled the plug.

State Sen. Kenya Wicks and colleagues exult after it was announced that Georgia lawmakers will not redraw voter maps. (Alyssa Pointer/Reuters)


By Olivia George | 2026-06-17
Republican legislative leaders in Georgia announced Wednesday that they would not redraw the state's political maps this month after Gov. Brian Kemp called them into a special session to do so -- rebuffing, at least temporarily, pressure from President Donald Trump to redraw congressional districts to GOP advantage.
Kemp (R) called the June session expressly so Republicans could draw a new map intended to give them one or more additional House seats in the 2028 elections and, in the process, erase seats in majority-Black districts. Kemp had already determined that it was too late to affect this year's House races.
But state lawmakers pulled the plug Wednesday, citing concerns about moving too quickly after the recent Supreme Court decision weakened Voting Rights Act protections for Black representation.
"Changes to our district maps have the potential to impact every voter in Georgia, and they deserve the same thoughtful, fact-driven process that has always guided the House," House Speaker Jon Burns said, flanked by other Republican lawmakers on the steps under the state Capitol dome.
The decision marks the latest twist in the frenzied redistricting effort ahead of the midterm elections that has stirred fears of a line-drawing forever war and threatens to further divide an already polarized country. 
Ten states will have new congressional districts ahead of the November elections. The action in recent weeks has been especially aggressive in the South, where the Voting Rights Act had previously restricted gerrymandering to protect the voting power of Black residents.
"House Republicans will not be taking up congressional or legislative redistricting maps for the 2028 election cycle during this special session," Burns said Wednesday to cheers. Hundreds of protesters packed the state Capitol to oppose the redistricting push, hoisting signs proclaiming "Hands off Georgia."
The Supreme Court decision "left no doubt that we would need to redraw new maps," Senate President Larry Walker III (R) said at the same news conference as the crowd drowned him with boos. "The question was when," he continued.
Walker said that it was not wise to rush the process and that, instead, Georgia lawmakers should see how legal challenges to new maps drawn in other states play out.
Democrats and voting rights advocates welcomed the announcement but urged caution.
"The state legislature made the right decision by not moving forward with mid-decade restricting. But let's be clear: The fact they considered districting in the first place remains alarming," said Christopher Bruce, deputy executive director of the ACLU of Georgia. "So, the underlying threat to voting rights is still a very real threat."
The ACLU of Georgia is calling on Kemp to amend the special session proclamation and officially remove redistricting from its scope.
"Make the special session about what works best for Georgians and take redistricting out of consideration all together," Bruce said.
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Trump says intelligence chief pick's hearing is off and Pulte will remain for now
The Senate postponed the hearing after Trump derailed the process. Sen. Tom Cotton said the president directed Jay Clayton, the DNI nominee, not to appear.

Jay Clayton, left, and Bill Pulte. (Seth Wenig/AP, Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


By Dan Diamond, Victoria Craw, Noah Robertson | 2026-06-17
EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France -- President Donald Trump abruptly called off a confirmation hearing for his pick to lead the intelligence community on Wednesday, defying members of his own party who had quickly scheduled the session. 
The Senate Intelligence Committee was only hours away from questioning Jay Clayton, a senior Justice Department attorney Trump nominated as director of national intelligence, when Trump said on his Truth Social platform that the hearing would be delayed. 
Trump demanded that the Senate first confirm Jamie McDonald, tapped as Clayton's replacement as U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, for the Clayton confirmation process to proceed. He also said he would not reauthorize a critical spy tool unless the Senate passed new voting restrictions through a bill known as the Save America Act.
The delay will leave Bill Pulte -- a mortgage regulation official and MAGA loyalist with no national security experience -- as the acting intelligence director. Pulte is expected to take over for departing DNI Tulsi Gabbard, who has said she is leaving due to her husband's cancer diagnosis, in the coming days.
Trump's early morning post set off an extraordinary public collision with Senate Republicans. The president framed the GOP-led committee's quick effort to confirm Clayton as a Democratic ruse and conditioned his support for the spy program on a bill that members of his party have signaled cannot pass.
 
Speaking with reporters later Wednesday, Trump called the hearing before the Senate Intelligence Committee a "rush act by the Democrats" and called Pulte a "brilliant guy." 
Members of both parties have questioned Pulte's credentials for the intelligence role. Democrats have worried that he would seek to weaponize the position against administration enemies given his efforts to pursue mortgage fraud investigations against Trump's political foes as director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency.
"Why are they afraid of this guy?" Trump said Wednesday.
Presidents cannot unilaterally cancel Senate hearings, given the independence of the legislative branch of government.  
On Wednesday, Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Arkansas), the chairman of the Intelligence Committee, said in a social media post that Trump had "directed Jay Clayton not to appear at his confirmation hearing today."
Cotton, who called the decision "regrettable," had said earlier in the day that the committee would proceed with the hearing unless Trump directly intervened. 
The White House declined to comment beyond Trump's social media post.
 
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters that Republicans will "just have to take it a day at a time" until the White House explains its position.
Democrats have said they won't help extend Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, a controversial spying tool, so long as Pulte is in line to serve as intelligence chief. Trump announced Clayton's nomination shortly after Democrats and some Republicans voted against extending FISA last week, letting the program expire.
By linking FISA to the voting legislation and ensuring Pulte will at least temporarily take up the position, Trump appears to have entrenched the Democratic opposition to the program.
 
"It's all on the Republicans," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) told reporters.
In his early morning post, Trump, who is in France for the Group of Seven summit, argued that Republicans "fell into a trap" by expediting the Clayton hearing and ensuring Pulte would be replaced without also ensuring a vote on FISA.
"Therefore, to add a slight bit of intrigue but, for the Good of the Nation, and the People of our Country, I will not approve FISA without THE SAVE AMERICA ACT going along with it," Trump wrote.
The Save America Act would impose new voting requirements, such as providing documented proof of citizenship and a photo ID. Trump has spent weeks urging Republicans to pass the bill and has recently insisted that it should be attached to the FISA legislation. 
Section 702 allows intelligence agencies to gather the texts, phone calls and emails of foreigners who are living abroad and suspected of posing a threat to U.S. national security.
While Republicans and Democrats mostly agree that the program is critical -- helping supply more than 60 percent of the information included in the president's daily intelligence brief -- civil libertarians and privacy advocates in Congress have argued that it is vulnerable to abuse.
They have unsuccessfully sought to add a warrant requirement in cases that might involve U.S. citizens, such as when they are communicating with a foreigner under surveillance. Administrations from both parties have argued that the requirement would impede the timely collection of intelligence.
Trump's backtracking Wednesday leaves the program without a clear path for renewal after it lapsed for the first time. 
A government court that governs FISA has ruled that the tool can continue until next March without the explicit approval of lawmakers. But it remains unclear whether telecommunications firms that supply the information will continue to comply. 
Sen. Mark R. Warner (Virginia), the top Democrat on the Intelligence Committee, told reporters that so far the firms still appeared to be participating but said that it was an "open question" whether they would continue doing so.
Robertson reported from Washington, and Craw from London.
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Opinions
The Democratic Socialists of America won't be pacified
From Platner to Raman, a left-wing movement is poised to remake a national party in its own image.

(Illustration by Washington Post staff; Mario Tama/Getty Images; CJ Gunther/Getty Images; Ryan Murphy/Getty Images)


By Alicia Nieves | 2026-06-18
Alicia Nieves is a columnist for UnHerd, from which this article was adapted.
Here is an uncomfortable truth facing Democrats: A left-wing movement increasingly appears capable of remaking their party in its socialist image. The evidence of the liberal establishment being sidelined around the country is becoming difficult to ignore.
Last week, Graham Platner, who has described himself as a socialist in online forums, won Maine's Democratic primary for U.S. Senate with 72 percent of the vote. So significant was his lead that the party's preferred candidate, Gov. Janet Mills, suspended her campaign weeks before the contest. On the other coast, Nithya Raman, the first DSA member elected to the Los Angeles City Council, advanced to a mayoral runoff against the incumbent, Karen Bass.
Meanwhile, in New York, Zohran Mamdani is using his political capital as mayor not to unify the Democratic Party but to build a New York-based socialist faction in Congress. He recently endorsed the DSA-backed firebrand Darializa Avila Chevalier and progressive Brad Lander in their respective bids. Further south, preliminary vote tallies suggest Janeese Lewis George, another democratic socialist, will become the next mayor of D.C. 
The Democratic establishment will now be compelled to spend millions to fend off any remaining primary challengers, no small feat for a party that needs significant funding to compete in other battleground races. Aside from such expenditures, however, the national leadership seems unwilling to acknowledge the scale of the socialist threat. 
Unlike previous iterations of the American hard left, today's movement has learned to build a durable political infrastructure capable of producing candidates, mobilizing volunteers and influencing Democratic politics. For more than a decade, this movement has quietly built a political ecosystem that operates independently from the traditional party. Organizations such as the DSA, Justice Democrats and the Working Families Party have spent years recruiting candidates, training activists and building donor networks.
The movement's success isn't measured only by the number of candidates it elects. It's also reflected in a growing capacity to shape Democratic politics. Across the United States, self-described progressives and DSA-endorsed candidates have assembled voting blocs on city councils and successfully pressured moderate Democrats to slash police funding, ban Immigration and Customs Enforcement from city jurisdictions and expand funding for various social welfare programs.
No organization has been more central to this effort than the DSA. With more than 200 chapters, nearly 100,000 members, thousands of motivated volunteers and a growing roster of elected officials, the group has become the backbone of the modern socialist movement. Its greatest strength is its willingness to adapt tactics to local conditions, either touting its presence or deliberately obscuring its involvement when doing so is more electorally advantageous.
Platner's rise illustrates this well. His candidacy, the public is now learning, was largely manufactured by a handful of DSA members from the same networks that powered Mamdani's election. Socialist operatives Daniel Moraff and Leanne Fan explicitly sought out Platner through a DSA-affiliated local activist group. The duo then crafted a carefully curated image of him as a humble veteran and blue-collar oyster farmer. The operatives managed to keep several major liabilities from coming to light until late in the primary, including his Nazi tattoo, allegations of manhandling an ex-girlfriend and extramarital sexting. With Platner as the nominee, Democrats are now stuck with a socialist with enough baggage to sink the party's chances in Maine and damage its brand elsewhere in the country.
If that campaign showcased a growing sophistication in defeating the party's preferred pick, Raman's challenge to Bass reveals something more fundamental. The socialist movement will turn on Democratic incumbents regardless of how much they've already conceded to the radical left.
Bass wasn't a moderate who resisted progressive demands from city lawmakers or the grassroots. She had worked closely with Raman on their biggest shared priorities, including the city's homelessness crisis. The mayor also had the support of many of her progressive colleagues on the council. But none of that mattered. Once Raman saw that Bass had become politically vulnerable, as she did after mishandling the Palisades wildfires, the young socialist decided to challenge her. The movement, in other words, isn't one that can be appeased; it's an insatiable insurgency that views propagating its own power as equally important, if not more so, than securing policy victories. 
The Democratic Party thus faces the seemingly impossible task of forging a united campaign capable of winning enough moderate votes to flip at least one chamber of Congress, while resisting a hostile takeover by a radical movement. The costs of that high-wire act are already in full view.
In Maine, party officials have no choice but to rationalize Platner's fitness to the middle-of-the-road voters they can't afford to lose. In L.A., the broader progressive ecosystem's decision to challenge Bass has helped transform what might otherwise have been a routine municipal election into a national Democratic headache. The presence of television personality Spencer Pratt has further amplified the failures of blue governance in the city. While the DSA has formally withheld its endorsement from Raman -- in part over her tepid support for Israel after the Oct. 7 massacre -- there's little doubt she'd push city politics closer to the group's position.
As usual, Democratic leaders have opted for damage control over direct confrontation in response to each power grab. This posture of strategic ambiguity reflects a naive confidence that maintaining a peaceful coalition will eventually absorb DSA and progressive officials into the party apparatus and keep them under establishment authority. Never mind the strength the movement has built at the local level or its willingness to use local political power to resist submission to national leadership.
The tipping point may have already arrived. If Mamdani succeeds in helping even one DSA challenger unseat a sitting member of Congress, or if the candidate cultivated by DSA operatives captures the Maine Senate seat, it will demonstrate that the party establishment can no longer protect its own incumbents. The result: Every safe Democratic seat will become a potential target.
Members of Congress will live in fear of the DSA or other leftist organizations launching primary challenges against them. The threat itself would become the most powerful leverage the movement has to push the national party to the hard left. The Democrats' performance in the midterms, as well as their viability in the 2028 presidential election, will depend on whether they can confront this challenge. 
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Spielberg's 'Disclosure Day' is a blockbuster argument against cynicism 
The legendary director has made a film with the energy of youth and wisdom of a lifetime.

Emily Blunt, left, and Josh O'Connor in a scene from Steven Spielberg's "Disclosure Day." (Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment/AP)


By Will Leitch | 2026-06-18
Quentin Tarantino has said that he will retire after he makes his next film. (Whatever that film turns out to be; the upcoming "The Adventures of Cliff Booth" was written by Tarantino but directed by David Fincher, so it doesn't count.) Tarantino's reason for this tends to change with every interview -- Tarantino talks a lot -- but his primary impetus seems to be: He thinks filmmakers get worse when they get old. "I know film history, and from here on in, filmmakers do not get better," he said in 2021. He was 58.
If Steven Spielberg -- whose 35th film "Disclosure Day," a hit with critics and at the box office, was released last weekend -- had stopped making movies at 58, films such as "Lincoln," "The Post," "War of the Worlds," "West Side Story," "Munich," "The Fabelmans" and, of course, "Disclosure Day" wouldn't exist. If Martin Scorsese had stopped at 58, there would be no "The Departed," "The Wolf of Wall Street," "Shutter Island," "The Irishman" and "Killers of the Flower Moon." We would be so much worse off. 
I thought about Tarantino watching "Disclosure Day" -- and to be clear, as a Tarantino fan, I'd love for him to keep making movies when he's a senior citizen, too -- because whatever your thoughts about the film, it has two things that feel increasingly important today: It is relentlessly energetic, and it is deeply, almost painfully earnest. It's a movie that feels shot out of a cannon in order to change the world: You know, like young people. Spielberg will turn 80 in December, and he seems more passionate, more urgent, than ever.
"Disclosure Day" follows three major characters: Daniel (Josh O'Connor) is a cybersecurity expert who has stolen government files that prove the existence of aliens and is trying to expose them to the world; Noah (Colin Firth) is the head of a security agency who is trying to stop him; and Margaret (Emily Blunt), the wild card, is a television meteorologist in Kansas City, Missouri, who discovers, out of nowhere, that she can speak fluent Russian, read the minds of everyone around her and communicate in an alien tongue. Daniel runs to get the truth out, Noah chases Daniel, and they're both chasing Margaret, who is also chasing them, even if she doesn't know why. 
This leads to constant, kinetic movement. The movie is, for its first two hours, a series of ridiculously entertaining chase scenes, put together by the master of them. As we learned from his semiautobiographical "Fabelmans," Spielberg is a filmmaker who was constructing chase scenes in his bedroom when he was 5. There is something both old-school and thrillingly current in the "Disclosure Day" action scenes, like being driven heedlessly through traffic by Formula One champion Max Verstappen: You're moving at breakneck speed, but with a seasoned, deeply experienced hand at the wheel. It's a throwback that -- in a cinematic era more interested in comic books and garish CGI -- feels thrillingly new.
But it's Spielberg's madly idealistic heart that ends up mattering most. He knows we live in a world so polarized that we not only can't agree on the pressing issues of the day but can't even agree on a shared reality. In "Disclosure Day," Spielberg posits a need for something that is larger than all of us, a truly awe-inspiring discovery, to change the way we think about ourselves as a species -- and so remind us of our shared humanity. Spielberg profoundly believes in humanity -- in our specialness, in our empathy, in our ability to come together even as external forces try to drive us apart. 
If that sounds naive or immature to you, well, it might be if it came from a 20-year-old kid. But Spielberg's strength as a filmmaker lies in that earnestness: his profound faith in people's better natures. He has been through all the strife that the past eight decades of American life have brought and, with "Disclosure Day," is saying: Stay united. Link arms with your neighbor. Give yourself up to something larger. Never cease believing that better days are ahead -- and that empathy is the key to unlocking everything. There are political and business leaders who have argued that empathy is some sort of weakness. Spielberg is offering a blockbuster refutation of that. "Disclosure Day" implores us to be strong together. 
Now, maybe you believe that's possible and maybe you don't. But what matters is that Spielberg can combine almost 80 years of wisdom and his ability to power a movie with the energy of a jet engine into an alchemy of optimism, hope and a desire for a better world. You will believe that he believes -- which might just make you believe yourself. It's a movie that a 58-year-old Spielberg -- or a 58-year-old Tarantino, for that matter -- could never make. Spielberg, like his contemporary Scorsese, has the cinematic vitality of a teenager and the perspective of a man who has seen it all but keeps searching for more. If we're lucky, he won't stop.
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Opinions
The father I almost missed
I blamed him for what he couldn't fix. It took decades to see everything he quietly held together. 

(The Washington Post/(Illustration by Kim Salt/For The Washington Post))


By Dorothy Chin | 2026-06-18

(Illustration by Kim Salt/For The Washington Post)


Dorothy Chin is a psychology professor at Santa Monica College and a writer in Los Angeles.
In one of my earliest memories, I am watching my father get dressed for work, as he drapes his tie around his neck; when he leaves, I call out: "Daddy, hurry home!" I thought he had the most important job in the world. In actuality, he was a manager at one of the largest retail shops in Hong Kong, a nice position but not well-paying enough for a man with a young family of six to support. My father had always wanted to be educated beyond the couple of years of junior college he attended. And when he couldn't, he wanted that for his children. So he entered the lottery to emigrate to the United States, and when our number came up, there was no question. We were going.
It was in America that my view of my father changed, first slowly, then all at once. After we arrived, he worked at my uncle's tiny cafe in San Francisco's Chinatown, washing dishes and slapping American Chinese dishes like sweet-and-sour pork and egg foo yong on tables. But my father was a white-collar kind of guy, ill-suited for the fast-paced, sweaty world of restaurant work. After a few months, he found a desk job at a hospital doing patient billing. Meanwhile, my mother, who also worked at my uncle's restaurant for a time, got a waitressing job at an American cafe. To learn the names of all these unfamiliar foods, she brought a menu home to study, memorizing "hotcakes" and "two eggs over easy." 
If this sounds like a hopeful beginning to our new life in America, it was. But I also remember my mother being unwell a lot of the time. She lay in bed in the afternoon after work, and she was moody when she was up and about. We learned to tiptoe around her moods, pleasing and placating when we could. My father, in the meantime, found that the English he had studied here and there wasn't good enough for his job. Whenever the phone rang at his desk, he panicked. At home, he disappeared emotionally, calling on us kids to manage my mother's moods, to prevent her unhappy outbursts, to soothe and apologize when we failed. "Go to your mother, go!" he would say. On Mother's Days, we timidly presented our cards early in the day, because one year we were late and she was angry. 

Dorothy Chin (front center) with her family in Hong Kong in 1969. (Courtesy of Dorothy Chin)


My mother took up with another man around this time. The affair was a secret only to my dad. She stood in the hall talking to the man for hours, her ear attached to the beige house phone that sat in an alcove; she brought my older sister along when she met him for lunch; she disappeared often. After my father became suspicious, they screamed at each other in the evening. We kids prepared dinner and ate on our own. 
I hated both of them, but I hated my father more. I hated how he depended on us to deal with our mother, how he couldn't be strong enough to stop what she was doing, and worse, how he involved us in it. During my teen years, I absented myself from him, even as we lived in the same house and ate at the same table. But a moment stands out from those miserable years: I moved into the basement bedroom after my sisters left for college, and I offhandedly asked if I could bring the television down there, too, since no one else watched it. "No," he said, "we would never see you." It never occurred to me that he cared. Had he been "seeing" me all that time?
I wish I could say that my view of him changed right then, like an epiphany in a Hollywood movie. But it didn't, not for decades, as I tried to gain emotional distance from my family and build my own life. 
Then, finally earning his pension from that same billing clerk job that once caused him to freeze on the phone, my father retired. He traded in his signature suit and tie -- he was the only one to dress like that at his office -- for baseball hats and a North Face fleece. When I became engaged to a man with financial means, my father said, "Good. You won't have to worry about money," and I realized how crushing that weight had been for him. Earning the pension loosened him from the grip of his anxieties. He had done his job; he had sent four children to college, he was able to retire and support himself and his wife.
When I had kids, my father seemed to come out of himself even more. He adored my twin boys, devoting to them a loving attention I did not know he possessed. His stoic face softened whenever they were near, and he wrote neat little notes to them with puns like "fun funds!" along with a check. Our relationship grew more personal. Over the phone, I regaled him with stories of their swimming prowess, grades and evolving passions, and he would laugh in delight. It was as if we were both making up for lost time. At the 75th anniversary of the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge, he told me he had written poetry (in Chinese) in celebration. Poetry! He was 82. 
It was as if a blurry picture of my father were gradually coming into focus. What it showed was a gentle man who deeply wanted to be educated, would have wanted to be a professor but knew that could not happen, who poured everything he had into me so I could achieve that instead. 
The biggest change, though, happened when my partner left when our kids were 2. The realization was profound. My father, like countless men, could have walked away when my mother had the affair. But he stayed. Even when he was struggling to feed his family, when he felt humiliated and betrayed, when he was emotionally beaten down, he stayed.
My father will turn 96 in a few months. He and my mother, 88 now, celebrated their 67th anniversary last year. Now, I see him as an extraordinary man. I feel lucky for the gift I have received through the passage of years. 
Purposeful estrangement from family has become more common, even celebrated as healthy. Understandably, some choose to cut ties from family dynamics so traumatic that healing becomes impossible. But I wonder if, for others, it closes off the possibility of change. We tend to think only about ourselves as individuals who grow, but everything grows and changes, all around us, in time.
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Opinions
The Hoover Dam let energy flow. Congress should take the hint.
The National Environmental Policy Act is the largest hurdle to energy prosperity.

The Hoover Dam on April 1 in Willow Beach, Arizona. (Ty ONeil/AP)


By John Barrasso | 2026-06-18
John Barrasso, a Republican from Wyoming, is majority whip in the U.S. Senate. 
Millions of Americans rightly worry about the strained electrical grids and higher energy bills that result from rising demand. Yet many projects that would help lower energy prices remain frozen for years by federal reviews before anyone can break ground. 
Washington can make it easier for businesses to grow, and for Americans to prosper, by reforming a federal permitting system that often hampers growth, especially for mines, pipelines and other energy projects. Needless and duplicative bureaucracy has delayed as much as $1.5 trillion in critical infrastructure investments. The biggest culprit is the National Environmental Policy Act.
Signed into law by President Richard M. Nixon in 1970, NEPA was once hailed as the environmental "Magna Carta" and was supposed to balance environmental protection with human flourishing. Environmentalists have weaponized the law to hamper road construction, energy production and other development essential to the nation's flourishing.
Today, a single environmental review under NEPA takes about four years on average. Construction cannot start without first spending years in the regulatory penalty box. 
Surviving the review process is only half the battle. NEPA is one of the most litigated federal environmental laws. Trial lawyers and environmental activists have used the courts to bury necessary projects in further delays. On average, the courts hear more than 100 NEPA-related lawsuits every year. Each case is filed to prevent a project from moving forward. Too many prefer legal molasses to affordable oil and gas.
Last year, such malicious lawsuits earned a sharp rebuke from the Supreme Court with an 8-0 ruling limiting the scope of NEPA environmental reviews. In his majority opinion, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh wrote that NEPA has become "a blunt and haphazard tool employed by project opponents ... to try to stop or at least slow down new infrastructure and construction projects."
America used to make it easy to build. Construction on the Hoover Dam began in the 1930s and was finished that same decade, ahead of schedule. Since then, the Hoover Dam has provided affordable and reliable hydroelectric power to the  Southwest. The nearly 2,000-mile Transcontinental Railroad was completed in 1869 after only six years.
These were not small undertakings. They were some of the largest infrastructure projects of their time. Today, building in America is not slower because projects are harder, but because the process is designed for delay. 
A bill I'm sponsoring in Congress, the Let America Build Act, is designed to help break the bottleneck of federal permitting for oil, gas and mining. Based on bipartisan work I did with in 2024 with Sen. Joe Manchin III  (I-West Virginia) before his retirement last year, this bill would simplify and speed up the  process for such projects. It comes as the Senate negotiates broader permitting reform legislation.
To stop the barrage of unnecessary NEPA-based lawsuits, the Let America Build Act would limit the deadline for filing court challenges to 60 days. Strict deadlines for judicial decisions on energy projects would be paired with strict bureaucratic deadlines. NEPA reviews would be limited to evaluating a project's direct impacts, curtailing endless reviews based on speculative harm. The bill also would cut red tape to make it easier to build liquefied natural gas export terminals and give states oversight for drilling permits on federal lands.
These commonsense reforms would boost American energy production and help lower energy costs for families. The United States needs to be energy independent and energy dominant. It is already the largest energy producer in the world, but the conflict with Iran has shown the danger of dependency on foreign powers for energy. 
Lower energy costs in America require more supply. More supply requires a permitting process that is both respectful of the environment and responsive to the nation's energy needs. Building faster, better, cheaper and smarter is the path to lower prices.
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Opinions
The feral hogs ravaging America could come to your home next
Money alone won't win the bipartisan war on feral hogs.

A wild boar walks in a swamp in Slidell, Louisiana, in 2017. (Rebecca Santana/AP)


By Abby ShalekBriski | 2026-06-18
Abby ShalekBriski, an agricultural economist, writes the Substack "Field Notes on Progress."
In August 2019, after a string of mass shootings, musician Jason Isbell tweeted in support of restricting assault-style weapons, eliciting this reply from an Arkansas man named William McNabb: "How do I kill the 30-50 feral hogs that run into my yard within 3-5 mins while my small kids play?" To the Twittersphere, the post was like some alien tongue spoken across America's urban-rural divide, and it broke the internet. 
But it also spoke to a real problem that has steadily worsened. Nearly 7 million feral hogs roam the United States, according to the most recent estimates, roughly triple the total 40 years ago. They have been spotted in at least 35 states, nearly double their 1980s range, largely in the South but also in Oregon and Michigan's Upper Peninsula. With few natural predators of adult feral hogs  in North America -- think mountain lions, alligators and not much else -- these populations grow unchecked. 
Farmers have complained about destroyed crops, rooted-up pastures and damaged fences for years. Now the disruption is creeping into suburbia. In April, sounders -- packs of hogs -- tore up yards in a Dallas suburb. "It's as though they are working for an excavation company," a resident said. Hogs have attacked hikers and golfers. Every year, thousands of the animals are hit by cars, or worse: In 1988, a pig and a piglet wandered onto a Jacksonville International Airport runway, forcing an F-16 pilot to eject during landing and destroying the $16 million aircraft. Wild pigs are estimated to cause at least $3.4 billion in damages annually.
The hogs, in their way, are quintessentially American. They are descendants of immigrants. Domesticated pigs first arrived with Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto in the 1500s. In the 1900s, Eurasian boars were released for hunting, and over time the two interbred into a feral hog population that is genetically diverse, behaviorally unpredictable -- and very difficult to remove once entrenched. 
They are also highly adaptable. The omnivorous hogs, typically weighing between 75 and 250 pounds, eat crops, roots, insects, bird eggs and even small animals, ensuring their survival in many environments. American winters have slowed but not stopped their northward expansion. Though deep snow can deter them, feral hogs build "pigloos" out of vegetation and stick to more temperate areas such as wetlands, forests or other habitats that provide food and shelter.
And they are smart. Their cognitive abilities are comparable to chimpanzees and dogs. One pig's interaction with a trap can help a sounder evade capture for years; once the hogs spot a trap, they'll move on to a neighbor's place. Even if you manage to capture a few hogs, the survivors busily replace them. Sows average up to two litters a year, with five or six piglets per litter. Wildlife experts estimate that around 70 percent of a population needs to be removed annually just to keep it from growing. 
Still, as the population has expanded, so have trapping and control methods. Traps triggered by trail cameras, helicopter-based shooting and thermal drones help remove the hogs. But the techniques and technology aren't really the issue. What's missing is a coordinated effort to use them effectively over a large area. Missouri's Feral Hog Elimination Partnership, launched in 2016 and led by the state's Department of Conservation and U.S. Agriculture Department wildlife experts, has reduced feral hog occupancy in the state's watersheds by 84 percent. But retaking just this ground took extraordinary planning: Eighteen federal and state entities, 48 elimination specialists and over 600 landowners, producers and ranchers took part. 
Congress has begun to help. The Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program -- established in the 2018 farm bill but struck from the 2024 extension -- was restored last July in President Donald Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill, which allocated $105 million for the problem through 2031. The House-passed Farm, Food, and National Security Act would raise the total to $150 million. 
Money isn't the whole problem. The federal government can regulate invasive plants, livestock disease and imported wildlife, yet it lacks jurisdiction over an invasive animal already established in the U.S. Current laws might curb interstate transport, but they cannot regulate in-state markets for feral hogs. 
These markets exist because while some see the hogs as a problem, others see a revenue stream. Texas law allows people to sell live hogs by the pound at USDA holding facilities. Hog hunting occurs on game ranches in multiple states. These activities provide income on land that's not productive for crops. It's hard to coordinate eradication when some folks have incentives to keep the swine  alive. 
Feral hog control is about as bipartisan as it gets: The animals root up a suburbanite's lawn and a farmer's pasture with equal enthusiasm. Legislation led by members of Congress from the states that actually live with the problem, such as Texas, Tennessee, Oklahoma and Arkansas, could strengthen federal authority to manage an established invasive mammal across state lines. 
The hog population grows every day. Though the right number of feral hogs in the U.S. probably isn't zero (or 30 to 50), it isn't 7 million either. 
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The Post's View
Remember Ebola?
The Congo outbreak is far from contained.

A specialized response team carries the body of an Ebola patient in the Ituri province of the Democratic Republic of Congo on Saturday. (Jospin Mwisha/AFP/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-06-17
It's been a month since the World Health Organization declared the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo a public health emergency. Global attention to the crisis has since waned, but the virus remains far from contained. Without sustained leadership from the United States, this could directly threaten Americans. 
Confirmed Ebola cases rocketed past 800 this week, with nearly 200 deaths, according to Africa's Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. By comparison, the worst Ebola epidemic on record, which began in 2014 and ultimately claimed more than 11,000 lives, took more than three times as long to reach that number of cases.
The outbreak is the result of a rare strain of Ebola called Bundibugyo. Most tests could not detect the virus as it began to spread across eastern Congo, which has been plagued by conflict and extreme poverty.
Tens of thousands of people are living in cramped and unsanitary displacement camps, where health officials fear the disease will proliferate in the coming weeks. The strain has no vaccine or treatment.
Violence has made it extremely difficult for international health workers to enter the region and offer help. Meanwhile, Congolese health resources have been strained past their limits. Officials have traced fewer than 60 percent of all known contacts with infected patients. The rate is even lower in hot spots like the Ituri province. Laboratories are backlogged, and health workers are struggling to access protective equipment.
Making matters worse, many locals do not trust Ebola treatment centers. Multiple facilities have been attacked in recent weeks as conspiracy theories about their purpose run rampant. Attackers burned down one location last month, resulting in 18 patients fleeing.
Jay Bhattacharya, the acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, has vowed to move "aggressively" to address the outbreak, and the State Department issued a statement last week that it has committed $270 million to aid the response. The administration also said it is working with Congress to provide $50 million to develop "medical countermeasures."
Still, the government's capacity to manage global disease outbreaks is limited after the CDC shed hundreds of employees last year. The administration has also slashed aid to support health systems for countries such as Congo. Meanwhile, it has discouraged American doctors from working in Congo by requiring them to quarantine in makeshift facilities in Kenya, as opposed to containment units built for that purpose in the United States.
The longer Ebola goes unchecked, the higher the chances that the virus will arrive on U.S. soil. Judging by last decade's outbreak, the crisis could also end up costing taxpayers billions of dollars.
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Opinions
'Luigi: The Musical' is a fever dream from hell
The show isn't meant to "glorify violence," but it does. The protesters outside, meanwhile, think it doesn't go far enough.

Luigi Mangione appears for a pretrial hearing at Manhattan Criminal Court in New York on Wednesday. (Angelina Katsanis/AP)


By Kate Andrews | 2026-06-17
Fifteen blocks from where UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson was shot dead outside a Manhattan hotel, a tribute is being performed for his alleged assassin.
The Green Room 42, a cabaret venue in the heart of Hell's Kitchen, was already buzzing on Monday when I arrived a half-hour early for opening night of "Luigi: The Musical." The staged reading, which debuted in San Francisco last summer, imagines the relationships formed between three celebrity inmates who were all briefly held at the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn at the same time: rapper-turned-predator Sean "Diddy" Combs, crypto fraudster Sam Bankman-Fried and Luigi Mangione, the 28-year-old Ivy League graduate who has pleaded not guilty to state and federal charges in the December 2024 killing of Thompson. 
What followed was a fever dream from hell.
Patrons wearing Knicks jerseys and Mangione T-shirts, one depicting the inmate as a religious icon, filed into the sold-out, 130-seat venue. Some attendees were clearly fans of the alleged murderer, cheering him on throughout the performance. Others, like me, were filled with morbid fascination.
The show is billed as satire, "part comedy, part social commentary," a "tale of love, murder, and hashbrowns." Its creators, Nova Bradford, Arielle Johnson, Andre Margatini and Caleb Zeringue, insist that the musical doesn't "glorify violence" but instead "interrogates" it, using comedy to expose how "normalized, and profitable, violence has become." It aspires, however, to go "further." Its "serious critique" of American life examines "how violence is not just the act of individuals, but of elite institutions -- like healthcare, Hollywood, and tech -- through their neglect, indifference, and lack of accountability."
Satire, one of the sharpest tools of criticism, is typically promising. It was also hard to notice at all during the show's 90 minutes. The performance turned out to be a string of gags about Bankman-Fried's and Diddy's sins that largely spared Mangione of the worst ridicule. It instead featured running jokes about how parts of the internet find him attractive, while the titular character is gifted love ballads, literally and metaphorically. His cast members call him a "prodigy" and a "legend." His response: "I'm not a celebrity. I'm just a normal, exceedingly handsome guy."

The cast of "Luigi: The Musical" takes a bow on opening night of the New York premiere. (Kate Andrews/The Washington Post)


To make matters worse, they all sing. The show opens with the one thing that unites San Franciscans and New Yorkers: sky-high rent. "The cheapest room in Brooklyn is a cell," the trio intones, as the audience is introduced to Mangione, played by Mike Cefalo, Bankman-Fried, played by co-writer and comedian Margatini, and Diddy, played by Chine Ikoro.
A lot is left to the viewer's imagination. The musical has a bare-bones plot, practically no choreography and nothing in the way of a set apart from a couple of chairs and one prop, a gun. All that could be forgiven in a staged reading, but what is glaringly absent is any serious mention of Thompson's name or the wife and two sons he left behind.
It's clear the show's creators think they have tapped into some profound observation of the nihilistic trends running through today's culture: our numb responses to mass violence, the disintegration of societal trust. "What kind of sick f---- would buy tickets to something like that?," the characters lament onstage about the musical, in what's meant to be a self-critical, meta moment.
But there's nothing cold or lifeless about the show's treatment of Mangione. He is the protagonist, the innocent-looking, doe-eyed young man who "never wanted to hurt anyone" -- except for the man he allegedly plotted to kill -- and whose actions are described by the prison guard, played by Phillip Taratula, as "the Lord's work." Meanwhile, the musical's villain, Big Insurance, never makes an appearance. It is present only in the stories sent in via fan mail to Mangione about denied reimbursements and treatment refusals. How can we deny your claim today, a voice is heard asking over the loudspeaker halfway through the show. Subtle, nuanced stuff.
I wondered several times whether the creators were more interested in rhyming than in saying anything of note. Any clever, meaningful critique of America's crony health care system, of which there are many, is undercut by forced lyrics and dripping praise of an alleged killer. When (spoiler) Mangione escapes from prison, it's because the guard falls hard for Luigi the Revolutionary. "I'll give you your gun and a prayer, so your bullets can make this rigged game a little more fair," he sings. "I see you, Luigi, and I think a lot of people out there do, too."
By the time the show discovers irony, it's too little, too late. "Every single human being's life has worth," Mangione sings in the final number. "That's why I'll shoot everybody until there's peace on Earth." If the audience was supposed to stop and ponder the sentiment, it didn't. Some cheered at the line. The most reassuring response was from the woman sitting at the table next to me, who had fallen asleep.
The theater wasn't over. As I left the auditorium, I ran into a crowd of protesters in the hallway. A woman holding a purple "FREE LUIGI! FREE US ALL!!" sign told me they were "advocates," there to set the record straight.
"Luigi: The Trial," a pamphlet she was distributing, claims the musical is "part of the problem" because Mangione hasn't approved its contents. The handout also presumed his innocence and listed several grievances against profit-driven health care. Mangione, whom friends called "friendly, caring and generous," is "caught in a high-stakes game of tug-of-war between federal state and federal prosecutors," the pamphlet added. "Except the trophy is a young man's life."
I couldn't tell if life was imitating art, or art was imitating life. Either way, we may be doomed.
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Republicans thought the Senate map was their friend. It isn't anymore.
Polls now show Democrats competitive in 10 key races -- and Trump's numbers explain why.

From left, Democratic Senate candidates James Talarico (Texas), Alexander Vindman (Florida) and Mary Peltola (Alaska). (Callaghan O'Hare/For The Washington Post; Andre Chung/For The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Henry Olsen | 2026-06-17
Republicans started the midterm cycle confident that they would keep control of the Senate. They are certainly much less confident about that now. 
The GOP's early confidence stemmed from the 2026 Senate map. Democrats needed to gain four seats to secure the 51 that would make Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-New York) the majority leader again. To do that, however, they also had to hold on to three open seats -- in Minnesota, New Hampshire and Michigan -- seen as far from safe. Michigan in particular was viewed as a strong GOP pickup opportunity given that Elissa Slotkin (D) won it in 2024 by just 19,000 votes. Beyond those three was purple Georgia, where Democratic incumbent Jon Ossoff would surely have to fight his way to reelection. 
Then, assuming they held all four of those seats, where were the Democratic pickup opportunities? Maine, as the only GOP-held seat carried by both Joe Biden in 2020 and Kamala Harris in 2024, was an obvious one. North Carolina, a state President Donald Trump has carried three times but by thin margins, was another. 
After that it was all uphill. The most politically favorable remaining states -- Ohio, Iowa and Alaska -- were all carried by Trump by over 10 points. Democrats have not won a Senate seat in a state that red since 2018, when Jon Tester prevailed in Montana and Joe Manchin carried West Virginia. 
So while the House was iffy, the GOP didn't seriously need to worry about the upper chamber, right?
Well, not so fast. Gravity has a way of flipping on you in politics. Suddenly, Trump's extreme unpopularity, coupled with generally strong Democratic recruitment, means that Republicans are the ones with a hill to climb. 
Right now, polls show Democrats leading or statistically tied in all of the seats they need to retain. They also lead or are statistically tied in six GOP-held states: Alaska, Iowa, Maine, North Carolina, Ohio and Texas. And there could be one more to add to that list: A Democratic polling firm in May showed the expected Democratic nominee in Florida, retired Army Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, ahead of appointed senator Ashley Moody as well.
Some caveats: Republicans will surely argue that the campaigns have yet to start in earnest, and they are right to note that. It's also true that the Democratic nominee in Maine, Graham Platner, has been beset by controversy, troubles that could yet sink his chances against the formidable moderate Sen. Susan Collins. Michigan Democrats could also buoy GOP hopes there by nominating the left-wing Abdul El-Sayed. Texas Democratic nominee James Talarico's history of extremely progressive statements on cultural issues will probably cause him problems in the socially conservative state.
But surely no one in the Republican high command thought they would be trailing or tied in 10 critical Senate races at this stage. That sound you hear is a five-alarm fire bell at GOP HQ.
Plus, there's a huge reason to take the current polling seriously: Trump's abysmal job approval rating. Candidates do matter, but it's an inescapable fact that the polarization of our era has greatly reduced any individual nominee's impact -- for good or for ill -- on the outcome of an election. Today, most people vote based on either their party or their feelings toward the party in power. 
Trump's approval rating in registered or likely voter polls has rebounded somewhat recently, but it's still just 41.6 percent nationwide. He does better in the highly Republican states where Senate control will be decided, but he remains underwater in Ohio and Texas (recent polls of Iowa and Alaska did not provide Trump approval or favorability numbers). It's very hard to win anything in places where majorities don't like your party's leader.
During the president's first term, Republicans won only two Senate seats in states where Trump's job approval was under 50 percent: Texas (2018) and Maine (2020). His national job approval in each race was much higher than it is today: 45 percent in 2018 and 50 percent in 2020. It's very possible, perhaps likely, that Trump's job approval is currently below 50 percent in every Senate battleground state. 
In 2018, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) beat Democratic Rep. Beto O'Rourke by about three percentage points because he won 94 percent of Trump approvers (49 percent of all voters) and 7 percent of Trump disapprovers. The first figure was the highest of all Republicans running that year, while the second was tied for second highest among GOP candidates. Had Trump's job approval rating been only 46 percent, Cruz probably would have lost even with those favorable results.
In 2020 in Maine, Collins won because she attracted 23 percent of voters who disapproved of Trump's performance. That was the second best cross-partisan showing of the Trump era, trailing only Manchin's strong 2018 numbers with Trump supporters. Perhaps Platner's troubles will allow Collins to equal or slightly surpass her earlier result, but even then, the vast majority of her support will come from Trump approvers. If that total is under 40 percent, as it surely is right now, Collins probably won't win.
The Republicans' Senate fortunes, then, are tied to the man in the Oval Office. If the president can recover his standing even a few points, the GOP will probably retain Senate control. But all bets are off if he remains as unpopular as he is now. 
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The American West is burning. This maze provides kindling.
Rules and regulations block a bipartisan effort to manage American forests.

(Adrian Astorgano/Illustration by Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


By Shawn Regan | 2026-06-17

(Illustration by Adrian Astorgano/For The Washington Post)


Shawn Regan is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute.
Wildfire season is here, and it's already ugly. More than 2.5 million acres have burned nationwide this year -- nearly double the 10-year average for this point in the calendar -- with the most dangerous months still ahead. Much of the western United States just experienced one of the region's driest winters, leaving forests and other vegetation unusually parched as summer begins. In Wyoming, lightning ignited the largest May wildfire ever recorded in Bridger-Teton National Forest. In California, an 18,000-acre wildfire burned one-third of Santa Rosa Island and threatened the extinction of six plants only found there. 
But weather is only part of the story. Across much of the West, decades of fire suppression and insufficient management have left many forests unnaturally dense and overloaded with fuels, creating conditions that allow fires to burn larger, hotter and more destructively.
Fixing that problem requires trimming a different kind of overgrowth: federal red tape. Congress has spent years debating permitting reform for energy projects, transmission lines and other infrastructure. But one of the strongest cases for reform is found outside pipeline corridors and construction sites. It's in America's forests.
There is growing scientific evidence and bipartisan recognition that active forest management reduces wildfire risks and improves resilience. The Biden administration's strategy called for dramatically expanding efforts to remove fuels -- dense brush, small trees and other overgrown vegetation -- and restore healthy forest conditions across federal lands. The second Trump administration has embraced similar goals. But the projects designed to achieve these aims must navigate the same federal permitting system that delays energy projects and highway construction. Cutting through this byzantine warren of regulations is essential to scaling up the work that can make forests, and the communities that surround them, less vulnerable to catastrophic fire.
Consider environmental review. The most extensive form -- an environmental-impact statement -- can take years to complete and creates opportunities for litigation. Americans typically associate such reviews with pipelines or industrial projects. Yet the federal agency that prepares the most environmental-impact statements is the U.S. Forest Service. And the review process is often just the beginning. Forest management has become the most litigated category of federal action, driven by a small number of environmental groups that specialize in procedural challenges. As a result, vital fuels-reduction efforts can spend years under review or tied up in court before a single acre is restored.
The delays can stretch a decade or longer. Near my hometown of Bozeman, Montana, the Forest Service partnered with the city on a project to reduce wildfire risks in the watershed that supplies drinking water to one of the fastest-growing communities in the West. The proposal became entangled in administrative appeals, environmental review and litigation, delaying on-the-ground work for more than 15 years.
Similar battles continue across the region. In the Custer Gallatin National Forest outside Yellowstone National Park, environmentalists have sued the Forest Service over multiple forest health projects approved by the Biden administration and authorized using a Biden-era expedited review process. The projects were designed to thin overstocked forests and reduce hazardous fuels -- work the expedited process was meant to accelerate -- but still face protracted legal challenges.
The costs of delay can be substantial. Every year a restoration project is delayed, forests become more overgrown and wildfire risks increase. In some cases, the very landscapes slated for restoration have burned before planned treatments could be implemented. In Montana, a lawsuit delayed a fuels-reduction and forest-health project near Helena. Then, in 2024, a wildfire burned through much of the proposed treatment area, destroying habitat the project had aimed to protect.
Congress has the tools to address this problem, but the Senate is dragging its feet. Bipartisan legislation that would streamline environmental reviews for fuel treatment projects and reduce frivolous litigation passed the House last year. The House also passed the Fire Act in April, which would fix perverse federal regulations that essentially treat smoke from beneficial prescribed burns the same as emissions from industrial sources. Both bills are now idling in the Senate. 
These reforms would not eliminate environmental and legal review, but they would better align federal policy with the broad consensus that forest restoration is urgently needed. Too often, environmental reviews function more as litigation defense than as a genuine tool for understanding a project's impacts. The legislation under the Senate's consideration would spare future projects from the sort of delays that have paralyzed Montana's critical watershed restoration project.
Forest restoration works. Delaying these projects does not protect the environment -- it preserves the very conditions that make forests less resilient and more dangerous.
Congress has options. The bills are bipartisan, broadly supported and awaiting Senate action. There is no reason to wait for another summer of destroyed communities, scorched habitat and smoke-filled skies to finally adopt commonsense policies that could reduce this perennial danger. 
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Investigations
Budget office redirects $352M in Secret Service funds to White House security
The unusually large shift comes amid revelations that the president's ballroom project will rely more on taxpayer money than the administration acknowledged.

An officer stands guard at the White House in 2025 during the demolition of the East Wing. (Jim Watson/AFP/Getty Images)


By Jonathan O'Connell, Riley Beggin, Jarrell Dillard, Sarah Blaskey | 2026-06-18
The Trump administration's budget office has redirected $352 million that was intended in part for Secret Service training and recruitment to what it described as security measures at the White House, a government database shows.
The White House and the Office of Management and Budget did not specify the purpose of the unusually large shift in response to questions on Wednesday. But a person familiar with the Secret Service budget, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, told The Washington Post the funding was to help pay for a new White House East Wing that includes a large ballroom.
Asked about the shift and its purpose, a White House spokesman issued a statement stressing the necessity of security enhancements for the East Wing project. "The East Wing Modernization Project is inextricably tied to the security of the President, the White House grounds and the certain security infrastructure assets," spokesman Davis R. Ingle wrote in a statement.
The Secret Service did not respond to emailed questions. 
The transfer of Secret Service funds -- equal to more than 10 percent of the agency's annual budget in recent years -- comes amid revelations that President Donald Trump's controversial ballroom project will rely more significantly on taxpayer money than the administration has publicly acknowledged. 
Trump has claimed repeatedly that the project will cost $400 million and has generally said it will be funded entirely by private donors. But this week, The Post reported that the contractor overseeing the work told the White House in March that the expected cost was $600 million, with more than half coming from taxpayers.
The March budget estimates obtained by The Post show that $155 million for the project was expected to come from the Secret Service. Most of the rest of the public funding was projected to come from the White House Military Office. 
The administration's budget office on Friday disclosed in a public database that it was redirecting $340.8 million and $10.8 million in Secret Service money for "White House Security Measures." 
The redirected money, included in the Republican spending package dubbed the One Big Beautiful Bill Act that passed last July, was intended to bolster the Secret Service after two attempts on the president's life -- the first at a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, and the second at his West Palm Beach, Florida, golf course. 
The law provided the Secret Service with $1.17 billion and specified that the money was meant to provide for "personnel, training facilities, programming, and technology" as well as "performance, retention, and signing bonuses" for agency personnel. 
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, issued a news release at the time celebrating the law's passage, saying it "provides essential resources for U.S. Secret Service recruitment and training efforts in the wake of two assassination attempts against President Trump."

Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa). (J. Scott Applewhite/AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


Neither the bill nor Grassley's office made any mention of the White House's East Wing. Grassley's office did not immediately respond on Wednesday to questions about whether he supports use of the funds for the East Wing.
Key senators from both parties questioned the redirecting of the funds, which was first reported by Roll Call. 
Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), chair of the appropriations committee, directed staff to look into the move, according to a Republican staffer familiar with the matter.
On Tuesday, after The Post's report, Collins said she had taken Trump at his word. "I've said repeatedly that the President has promised only private donations would be used for the ballroom, and I believe he should keep that promise," she said in an interview.
Sen. Jeff Merkley of Oregon, a member of the appropriations committee and the top Democrat on the Senate Budget Committee, said the transfer showed Trump was more interested in his "vanity project" than safety and security. 
"This funding was intended to pay Secret Service agents and ensure they have the technology and resources they need to keep individuals under their protection safe," he said in a statement. 

Work continues on the construction of the White House ballroom. (Alex Brandon/AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


The administration has been pressing Congress to allocate taxpayer funds for the project since an armed man ran through a security checkpoint at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner in April. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin and Secret Service Director Sean Curran wrote to Republican congressional leaders after the incident to back a proposed $1 billion for the Secret Service in part for "security upgrades at the White House to minimize threats, including the security components to the East Wing Modernization Project." In a private meeting, Curran pitched GOP senators on spending $220 million of that money on "hardening" the ballroom.
Several Republican lawmakers in both chambers raised concerns about providing funding for the ballroom project in the lead up to the midterm elections, especially as Americans express frustration with the cost of living. The funding was stripped out of a larger spending bill because rules prevented it from being included.
Ingle, the White House spokesman, said in his statement that an alleged plot to attack the White House during a UFC event last weekend "proves exactly why the East Wing Modernization Project is severely needed for large scale events, which include drone proof structures and drone ports among other critical security enhancements."
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National
Belief that anyone can achieve the American Dream is fading, poll finds
Most people are still confident they have upward mobility, but fewer than half say everyone in the country can reach their ideal.

A new Gallup survey found that Americans were most likely to associate the idea of the American Dream with freedom or individual rights (33 percent). The next most popular answer was financial security or home ownership (28 percent). (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Danielle Paquette | 2026-06-18
Housing, gas, health care, groceries -- the costs keep climbing. Tariffs and war have hiked the price of basics, even the white picket fence. More Americans say they feel financially worse off than before. More are worried about finding or keeping a job. Fewer are getting married, and fewer are having babies.
Yet belief in the American Dream remains strong, even if confidence that it's achievable is slipping.
Sixty-eight percent of respondents in a new Gallup poll said they thought they could reach that legendary ideal, a four-percentage-point drop from the last survey on the topic in 2024. Their outlook for others was less sunny. When asked if "everyone" in the country had the opportunity to attain the same success, 46 percent indicated yes, down from 51 percent. 
"There's a lot more insecurity these days," said Misty Heggeness, an economics professor at the University of Kansas. "The traditional things that we used to rely on in terms of economic stability have really been shifting."
Inflation has pummeled purchasing power. Wealth is growing mainly for those already at the top. Once-solid career paths look less certain as AI advances. 
When historian James Truslow Adams coined the term "American Dream" in 1931, he didn't explicitly mention money. The American Dream, he wrote in his book "The Epic of America," is a "social order in which each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of which they are innately capable." The meaning morphed over time, conjuring images of get-rich-quick opulence or a house and 2.5 kids.
Emily Mitzner, a senior director for the Milken Center for Advancing the American Dream, which partnered with Gallup for the survey, said the pollsters didn't define the term. They wanted to know: What comes to mind when you think of the American Dream?
Americans this year were most likely to associate the idea with freedom or individual rights, the survey found (33 percent). The next most popular answer was financial security or home ownership (28 percent). Then success or upward mobility (18 percent). 
Just 3 percent envisioned opportunity for all.
Among Democrats and Republicans, meanwhile, a unified view emerged: Similar shares (60 percent versus 57 percent) saw the American Dream as not a success or a failure but as "unfinished."
"Most people across party, across age, say the American experiment is not done," Mitzner said. "It's a work in progress."
Older generations had a smoother path to a higher standard of living, said John Friedman, an economics professor at Brown University.
Approximately 9 out of 10 kids born in 1940 ended up faring better than their parents as adults, one report found. As economic growth slowed, that share fell to 5 out of 10 by the 1980s.
For those born outside the United States, the American Dream meant possibility, the Gallup poll found. Seventy-two percent of those respondents associated it with "opportunity," while 28 percent linked it to "stability." (Among those who started their lives here, 47 percent saw opportunity and 53 percent imagined stability.)
Still, Americans are more likely than, say, Europeans to profess that someone who grew up poor could strike it big.
"We put up with a lot more inequality," Friedman said, "but we also have a lot more business dynamism."
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Higher Education
Colleges know public trust has plummeted, and leaders are seeking a fix
After a year of intense political pressure, higher education heads are speaking openly about rising concerns.

Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. (Bloomberg News/Getty Images)


By Susan Svrluga | 2026-06-17
Amid intense pressure from the Trump administration and deepening public skepticism of higher education, a number of colleges have embarked on an unusually public bout of self-scrutiny in an effort to regain public trust.
A group of elite research universities released a statement this spring detailing their principles, including the importance of affordability, the freedom to debate and dissent, and their commitment to self-evaluation and correction. 
Yale University announced the results of its examination on trust in higher education and is considering changes to its admissions, cost, grading and other areas. This month, the chancellors of Vanderbilt University and Washington University in St. Louis asked scholars to examine whether the standards in the humanities have eroded -- effectively evaluating whether there's merit to complaints that academic fields have been overtaken by ideologues. And on Tuesday, the American Association of Colleges and Universities released a report on how campuses can work to restore trust. 
School leaders have been concerned about growing public skepticism of colleges and universities for years. Seventy percent of Americans say higher education is generally going in the wrong direction, according to a Pew Research Center poll published in October, up from 56 percent in 2020.
The recent public statements and investigations are intended to underscore not just the public service that universities provide, and the necessity of independence from political pressure, but also their desire to regain public confidence, according to some university leaders. 
There seem to be two strategies at play with recent efforts, said Robert Kelchen, a professor of education policy at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
"One is trying to head off additional scrutiny and investigations from the federal government," he said. "And the second is using the administration's preferred language, really, against the administration."
Last year, President Donald Trump's administration launched intensive efforts to remake higher education: canceling research funding at some schools it accused of not combating antisemitism or other alleged failures, opening investigations and taking other actions to force cultural changes on campuses. The administration also fiercely targeted individual institutions, most prominently Harvard University, which has sued.

Harvard President Alan Garber greets graduating seniors at last year's ceremony. (Rick Friedman/AFP/Getty Images)


The American Association of Colleges and Universities' report resulted from conversations school leaders had in response to the Trump administration attacks last year, said the association's president, Lynn Pasquerella. They already had seen that some congressional leaders believed that higher education was so broken that it needed to be dismantled. 
"We have to look at the ways in which we have contributed to that," she said. "We won't make any progress in our democracy or in reforming higher education if we can't listen critically and with understanding."
The report, aimed at leaders of individual campuses, has five recommendations, and the association plans to spend the next few years trying to help implement them. The most important goal is for colleges to be anchors in their communities, she said, to make clear that they're serving the common good. 
Another recommendation is to accelerate needed changes, cutting red tape to fix mistakes, said Jeremy Young, who wrote the report. A third is removing barriers to student success. That includes making sure conservative students feel welcome on campus, he said. The report suggests that colleges and universities communicate better about their impact.
It also advocates for campuses to work together to defend one another -- even if a college under attack at that moment is a very different sort of school from their own.
The question that remains, Pasquerella said, "is whether higher education is willing to engage in the kind of work necessary to restore trust."
Efforts were already underway. 
After the Trump administration asked colleges to join a "Compact for Academic Excellence" last fall, promising a competitive advantage in scientific research funding to schools that agreed to its ideological priorities, some university presidents began writing a joint set of principles. That effort led to a statement from the Association of American Universities, the collective voice of the country's 71 leading research schools. 
The statement emphasized that universities serve the public interest through research that drives the economy, cures diseases and protects military service members, as well as through teaching that trains the next generation of leaders. It stressed that their ability to fulfill that mission to the country depends on academic freedom and institutional autonomy. 
The group also wrote that the trust of the American people must be earned and renewed. 
Barbara R. Snyder, president of the AAU, said it's important for the group to be able to answer people who ask what they stand for and what their role is for the American people. "I think this is an attempt to respond to that," she said. "I'm proud of that." 
Some elements of the statement stand in contrast to recent political efforts. The federal Office of Management and Budget has proposed sweeping changes that would give government officials more power over grants, a move many university leaders worry would politicize what science gets funded. 
The AAU schools emphasized that they compete for grants awarded based on scientific merit. 
"Universities must determine what to teach and study based on evidence, reason, and merit -- not ideology or external pressure," they wrote. "If inquiry is restricted by politics or special interests, innovation stagnates, and the nation loses its competitive edge."

Students on the campus at Vanderbilt University in Nashville in 2023. (William DeShazer/For The Washington Post)


This year, Dartmouth College President Sian Leah Beilock wrote in an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal that she would like to see colleges across the country take steps to restore public trust, making specific recommendations and describing actions Dartmouth has taken. 
"We must demonstrate to students and families -- and to the broader public -- that we've heard their criticisms and will address them," Beilock wrote. She recommended making college affordable, helping ensure graduates get meaningful work, avoiding political posturing, avoiding grade inflation and requiring standardized tests for admissions. 
Two chancellors who also have been outspoken about the need to shore up trust in higher education, Daniel Diermeier of Vanderbilt University and Andrew D. Martin of Washington University in St. Louis, this month shared a report written by a committee of scholars and addressed to university leaders who are concerned about the quality of scholarship in humanities and social sciences. 
Conservatives for years have complained that liberal bias has weakened those fields. 
The report found strong evidence of the erosion of scholarly standards, Diermeier said. It sparked pushback from some, but the chancellors defended the work. Fixing the problems will be challenging, Diermeier said, "but the first thing we always have to do is have an honest discussion about what the problems are.
"They're real. They're systemic. They need to be addressed," he said.  
Not since the 1960s, in his view, has there been such an intense debate about the purpose of universities relative to society. 
"There's lots of work in this area," Martin said. "It also needs to play out on a campus-by-campus level. That's why it's important to drop catalysts," to get those conversations started.
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National
Drivers rush to help after private jet crashes on highway, killing 1 person
The Austin-bound plane was carrying six people when it crashed on a highway near Laredo, Texas. Videos show it striking a lamppost and a car, and snapping in half.

A passenger, top, jumps out of a plane after it crashed on a highway as other people help on Tuesday in Laredo, Texas. (Zayra Garza/AP)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-17
One person is dead after a private plane carrying six people crashed onto a Texas highway on Tuesday, with police and passersby rushing to save passengers from the burning aircraft. 
The Cessna 680A business jet crashed about 10 p.m. south of Laredo, Texas, a city near the Mexican border, the Federal Aviation Administration said in a statement early Wednesday. The plane had taken off from San Jose del Cabo in Mexico and was bound for Austin. 
Police in Laredo received a call from the local airport shortly before the plane went down in an area of highway known locally as Loop 20, Laredo Police Department spokesman Jose Baeza said in a statement. 
One vehicle was struck by the aircraft, Baeza said, but he declined to provide further details about the identity and condition of the plane's passengers, citing the early stage of the investigation.
Dash-cam footage shared on social media showed the plane going down over the highway and clipping a lamppost before hitting the road. Eyewitness video showed the plane snapped in half, with smoke and flames pouring from the front part of the aircraft, which had tipped onto its side. 
Police officers and others can be seen lifting the door of the plane and helping passengers to safety. "Several Samaritans stopped to also lend some assistance," Baeza said, adding that some of the officers were treated for smoke inhalation.

A business jet traveling from Mexico to Austin crashed onto a Texas highway June 16, killing one person. The cause remains under investigation.


Zayra Garza, who was driving her colleagues home when she came across the crash, told the Associated Press the scene looked like "part of a movie."
"What was worrying me was the fire," she said. "I was concerned that it could have just exploded at any time."
Laredo International Airport Director Gilberto Sanchez told local media outlet KGNS the aircraft had experienced a mechanical failure.
Flight-tracking data shows the twin-jet Cessna Citation Latitude taking off from Los Cabos International Airport in Mexico at 6:19 p.m. local time on Tuesday bound for Austin, before going down near Laredo International Airport, according to FlightAware.
Private jet company NetJets, which operates a fleet of private aircraft, said in a statement that it is "aware of an event involving a NetJets aircraft in Laredo, Texas," and is working with authorities. The company did not immediately reply to a request for comment. 
Video shared by the Laredo Police Department after the crash shows firefighters hosing down the plane with foam. Baeza said the area will remain closed to traffic while the flammable jet fuel is removed from the road. 
The incident is subject to an investigation by the National Transportation Safety Board and the Federal Aviation Administration, authorities told The Washington Post on Wednesday. Police are also appealing for witnesses to provide video footage related to the crash. 
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Ukraine pummels Russian capital with what may be largest drone strike yet on Moscow
After weeks of intensifying bombing of Kyiv, Ukraine hit back with a swarm of drones, damaging buildings and igniting an oil refinery.

People talk Thursday in a Moscow residential area blanketed with smoke following Ukrainian drone attacks. (AFP/Getty Images)


By Mary Ilyushina, Natalia Abbakumova | 2026-06-18
After weeks of intensifying Russian bombing of Kyiv, Ukraine hammered Moscow with a swarm of drone strikes in what appeared to be the largest attack on the capital since President Vladimir Putin plunged the region into full-scale war in February 2022. 
The dramatic strikes came two days after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky met President Donald Trump· at a Group of Seven summit in France, putting Russia's war back on the White House agenda after months of focus on its war against Iran. 
Trump urged Russia to make a deal to end the war and decried the high number of soldiers being killed, but conceded there was no end in sight. 
In remarks to journalists Thursday, Zelensky said the strikes on Moscow were retaliation for the recent attack on the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra, a church and monastery complex in central Kyiv regarded as one of the holiest Orthodox sites in the world. 
"Despite three layers of air defense systems deployed in Moscow, we can still reach them," Zelensky said. "We certainly do not want Ukraine to be burning because of the enemy. But if Ukraine is burning, your Moscow will be burning, as well." 
Zelensky once again urged Russia to cease its attacks on Ukraine. 
By Thursday morning, exploding drones had left smoldering debris in at least 10 areas of Moscow and the wider capital region, including setting off a renewed fire at a major oil refinery, which sent up plumes of thick black smoke that hung ominously over the region. 
The refinery in Kapotnya, a few miles outside Moscow, supplies a large amount of the city's fuel and was struck for a second time within a week. 
The refinery supplies up to 40 percent of the capital's gasoline and about half of its diesel. The full extent of the damage was not immediately clear. 
Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said that air defense forces had shot down 194 drones flying toward the capital. All four Moscow airports suspended operations, canceling or delaying more than 260 flights. 
The Russian Defense Ministry said in a daily briefing that a total of at least 555 drones were shot down over Russia overnight.

Smoke rises from an oil refinery following what the authorities say was a Ukrainian drone strike in Moscow on Thursday. (Social media/Reuters)


Residents in the Moscow region for the first time reported "black oil rain," which occurs when massive fires at oil refineries send thick soot and toxic hydrocarbons into the atmosphere. 
In Zheleznodorozhny, a town east of Moscow, people posted pictures appearing to show traces of petroleum products or soot on windowsills and cars. 
In two other towns around Moscow, residents reported a foul smell and similar smudges of a dark, sticky substance on windows and other surfaces.

A facility at an oil refinery in Moscow burns Tuesday after a Ukrainian drone attack. (Social media/Reuters)


Local news outlets reported that the wind is likely to carry the pollution to other towns northeast of the capital over the next day.
The regional Ecology Ministry, in comments to the Moscow news portal MSK1, denied the appearance of "oil rains." The ministry said that people noticed soot settling on surfaces, "the same kind produced by a stove or a campfire." 
The ministry added that air-quality-monitoring stations had not recorded pollution exceeding permissible limits. At the same time, it advised residents to minimize time outdoors, avoid leaving their homes unless necessary, refrain from opening windows and wear masks. 
Ukraine and European leaders have been pushing for Trump to help facilitate a direct meeting between Zelensky and Putin in the United States. Russia repeatedly has rejected the idea of such an encounter unless Ukraine is ready to capitulate, or if Zelensky goes to Moscow. 
Weeks of sustained Ukrainian attacks on Russian energy facilities using long-range drones have forced many of Russia's regions to start rationing fuel. 
Sergey Vakulenko, an energy expert and senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, said in a recent podcast that Russian refining volumes fell to about 4.3 million in the last week of May from roughly 5.3 million barrels per day in March -- a drop of about 20 percent. 
Vakulenko also said Ukraine's strategy appeared to have evolved. While earlier strikes often hit primary distillation units involved in the first stage of processing crude, more recent strikes have damaged secondary equipment that is more complex and takes longer to repair.
Earlier this year, Ukraine tried to curb Russia's global energy exports to hurt the government's wartime coffers, but at the moment Russia's crude exports are at their highest levels since 2022, while its domestic market remains under strain. The war in Iran has boosted Russian oil sales. 
"The logic is probably more about bringing the pain of the war home to Russians," Vakulenko said.
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U.S. moves toward troop reductions in Europe as Hegseth scolds NATO allies
The United States will review force levels and is immediately cutting the number of assets it would activate for the continent in a crisis. 

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth during a meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Thursday. (Virginia Mayo/AP)


By Ellen Francis | 2026-06-18
BRUSSELS -- The Pentagon will conduct a six-month review of troop levels in Europe as it seeks to scale back its military footprint and shift more of the U.S. role at NATO to European allies, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth told his counterparts in Brussels on Thursday.
The U.S. plan, and questions about it, are at the center of talks at a meeting of defense ministers at NATO headquarters on Thursday, as the Trump administration seeks to curtail the forces and equipment that the United States has dedicated to protecting the continent for decades.
Along with reviewing its troop posture, the U.S. will cut the number of fighter jets, reconnaissance drones and warships that it would activate for Europe in case of war or a crisis, two diplomats said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive details. 
The move is set to pull back about a third of U.S. fighter jets and some other assets that European nations would struggle to backfill, such as strategic bombers, the diplomats said. NATO officials are working out which countries can fill some of those gaps and how fast.
The reduction in U.S. forces available to Europe in wartime takes effect immediately, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte said Thursday, noting that it is a cut to the U.S. contribution to NATO's response to an attack rather than the existing U.S. military footprint in Europe.

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte next to Hegseth in Brussels. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


European officials have pledged to take more responsibility, and especially in Eastern Europe, officials still call the Western alliance a crucial bulwark against Russia as it wages war in Ukraine and incursions into NATO airspace test its resolve. 
The linchpin of NATO is its collective defense clause, Article 5, which declares that an attack on one ally is an attack on all -- a pledge that President Donald Trump has cast doubt on, saying repeatedly that he did not believe European allies would help the United States in a crisis. 
In fact, the only time Article 5 was invoked was in response to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the United States, and twisted metal from the wreckage of New York's World Trade Center stands outside the main entrance to NATO's headquarters.
Even with the plans for reductions, the U.S. has tens of thousands of troops and nuclear warheads stationed across Europe and remains deeply enmeshed in NATO's command and control. An American also holds the role of supreme allied commander, Europe -- NATO's top uniformed military position.
Hegseth said the Trump administration would be "honest" with Washington's once closest allies about their need to take over and transform the NATO alliance that has been the cornerstone of American security policy in Europe since the end of World War II.
But the Pentagon chief also scolded the Europeans at the start of the meeting of NATO's 32 defense ministers, arguing again that European nations have relied too heavily on U.S. security guarantees while focusing instead, he said, on issues such as climate change. 
Hegseth also echoed complaints from the Trump administration and its supporters that European nations had strayed too far from their largely Christian pasts by embracing diversity initiatives and non-European refugees
"For too long, NATO has been a paper tiger and a one-way street. No more," Hegseth told the room of defense ministers. 
"Instead of tanks and fighters and air defenses, the focus has been on gender equity and climate change and defense austerity," he said. "Europe's borders flew wide open, welfare states expanded, defense budgets cratered, along with Europe's belief in itself and its civilization."
Hegseth lamented an era of "demilitarization." He repeated Trump's rebuke of European leaders who hesitated to endorse the war that the U.S. and Israel unleashed against Iran, which has roiled the Middle East and upended the global economy.
"We've been so clear and so candid to restore NATO's core military role and character," Hegseth said. 
Such rhetoric from Trump or his emissaries is hardly new. And European leaders do not deny that their nations sought to benefit from the "peace dividend" that followed the end of the Cold War, allowing their budgets to focus more on health care and education. 
Trump and many of his predecessors in the White House have long pressed NATO allies to step up their national military spending, and Trump can claim notable success in winning commitments to do so. 
"Some of our allies have gotten the message and stepped up. You know who you are, and we very much appreciate it," Hegseth said, without naming anyone.
But he said others did not, berating European countries that lag on defense spending and those that refused the U.S. access to their bases for attacks on Iran -- a war of Trump's choice that falls outside NATO's Euro-Atlantic remit. "It was shameful," Hegseth said. 
Now, Hegseth added, the Pentagon will "examine America's force posture and basing in Europe," saying it would take up to six months. He said it would consider the input of the U.S. Army's European command and also consult with Congress and NATO allies.
"But make no mistake about it," Hegseth cautioned. "This will be a real review. It will be designed to ensure that NATO is moving fast and irreversibly toward Europe leading."
He said the administration wants to encourage allies to do more, "so we're going to keep a close eye on allies who are not doing that and who say no or maybe." He warned that some nations would "fail" the review, without elaborating.
European capitals have expected a U.S. military drawdown, but they have lobbied for more clarity about Washington's plans. Trump has issued confusing social media posts in recent months about planned troop withdrawals from Germany and deployments to Poland. 
In the past, Trump announced reductions but didn't follow through. While the president has long voiced skepticism of NATO, his administration is now taking some of its first substantial steps toward diminishing the U.S. footprint in Europe and within the alliance. 
Trump's rebukes of NATO, along with his threats to leave the alliance and his on-and-off bid to take Greenland from NATO ally Denmark, sparked a crisis in the alliance not seen in generations. 
European leaders have tried to accommodate Trump, seeking to preserve those guarantees as they embark on the arduous and costly mission of building up their defenses. The alliance also continues to serve as a platform for U.S. military interests. 
Several European nations such as Germany and Britain have lent their bases and airspace to the Iran war effort, even as politicians sought to distance themselves from the conflict and the U.S. president, both unpopular on the continent. Some countries, namely Spain, strongly opposed the war, drawing Trump's ire.
Even with a more dramatic U.S. pullback, some European officials have argued that they would be better off strengthening their defenses through NATO and taking the reins of its existing structure rather than starting over. 

German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius on Thursday. (Omar Havana/Getty Images)


German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius told reporters early Thursday that he did not yet know the U.S. plans. Pistorius called for a "road map" for any military drawdown and conceded some assets would be tough to replace quickly, such as deep precision-strike capabilities.
Belgian Defense Minister Theo Francken, said there would be "heavy discussions on who's doing what" to fill gaps left by the U.S. in the NATO Force Model, a pool of assets allies agree to mobilize in wartime.
"We will absolutely replace U.S. platforms ... they're withdrawing a lot of their capabilities," Francken said, adding that Belgium would provide fighter jets, reconnaissance drones and naval assets.
 
 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/06/18/europe-readies-nato-with-less-us-hegseth-announces-troop-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The local election that could topple Britain's prime minister
The outcome of a special election in the small working-class district of Makerfield could upend Labour Party leadership and U.K. politics.

Andy Burnham, the mayor of Greater Manchester, speaks with police during a campaign stop earlier this month in Ashton-in-Makerfield, England. (Jon Super/AP)


By Steve Hendrix | 2026-06-18
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD, England -- At first glance, it might seem that Andy Burnham, the popular mayor of 3 million residents of bustling Greater Manchester, is bidding for a lesser job by running to be the backbench member of Parliament for Makerfield, a downtrodden working-class constituency of just 105,000.
But if he wins Makerfield's special election on Thursday, Burnham could well be running the entire country. As prime minister. By, like, July.
It's hard to imagine a more consequential local vote to fill a vacant legislative seat than Thursday's by-election in this cluster of former coal mining towns tucked between the cities of Manchester and Liverpool in northwest England.
Britain's quirky parliamentary system, combined with a Labour Party in open revolt against Prime Minister Keir Starmer, means that a Burnham victory here will give him a seat in the House of Commons and make him eligible to launch a Labour leadership challenge -- one that Burnham, currently the most popular figure in the party, is well-placed to win.
The rules are as old as Big Ben. But even in Britain, it seems unprecedented for the keys to 10 Downing Street to dangle so immediately in the picking of a single local member of Parliament, as if a fast-track to the White House were at stake in electing a replacement member of Congress from a Chicago suburb.
"It's a 'Sliding Doors' moment for British politics," said Jill Rutter, senior fellow at the Institute for Government, a London-based think tank. "If he loses Makerfield by one vote on Thursday, things will happen completely differently than if he wins Makerfield by one vote."
The result is a local election that feels like a national referendum.
"I can't remember anything like this in my life," said Wayne Waring, 64, a retired highway worker who was sipping coffee at Makerfield Towne Centre as a TV news crew outside interviewed another beleaguered voter. "You can't get out the front door for all the campaign leaflets they drop."
This all-down-to-Makerfield moment is the result of Labour's tumultuous run since returning to power two years ago and Britain's recent history of cycling through prime ministers like paper towels.
Starmer swept into Downing Street in July 2024 on Labour's biggest landslide in a generation, ending 14 years of Conservative Party rule that included Brexit, the country's exit from the European Union. 
But early missteps, including cuts in winter fuel subsidies to the elderly, hollowed out Starmer's approval numbers. Within months, he was polling as low as Liz Truss, the Conservative prime minister who lasted 49 days before her own party booted her in 2022.

From left, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, former deputy prime minister Angela Rayner and Burnham meet with children at a primary school in Ashton-under-Lyne, England, in April. (Paul Ellis/AFP/Getty Images)


As voters have soured on Labour and the Tories, they have rewarded formerly fringe parties, particularly Reform UK, the surging anti-immigration party led by Brexit architect Nigel Farage. Reform UK trounced Labour in multiple recent elections, including two months ago when Labour lost more than 1,500 local council seats. 
In the resulting panic, nearly 100 Labour lawmakers called for Starmer to step down. Health Secretary Wes Streeting resigned last month in a prelude to a leadership challenge of his own. Defense Secretary John Healey quit in June, blaming Starmer's failure to further boost military spending. 
The prime minister is tottering. Into that void steps the 56-year-old Burnham -- if Makerfield will have him.
Burnham -- left-leaning, working-class, Cambridge-educated -- has been a Labour stalwart since joining the party as a teenager. He previously served in Parliament for 16 years for nearby Leigh, serving brief terms as minister of health and of culture. After making an unsuccessful run to lead the party in 2015, he swapped national office for local office  and has been elected three times as Greater Manchester's mayor, building a record as a pragmatic populist.
Most polls show him as the top choice of Labour voters to replace Starmer, but he's not a shoo-in. Streeting, who hails from the center-right, Tony Blair-wing of the party, said Wednesday that he intends to initiate his leadership challenge within days. 
Starmer, reading the room, could step aside and anoint Burnham to succeed him, as the embattled Truss did under pressure when Rishi Sunak replaced her in 2022. But so far, the current prime minister has promised to fight. 
Under Labour Party rules, any challenger needs the formal backing of at least 81 party lawmakers (20 percent of their 402 House of Commons members) to trigger a leadership vote. Then, the contest goes to a wider vote of registered party members. The winner will be Labour's leader and, because Labour holds a majority in Parliament, the prime minister.
The rest of the U.K.'s nearly 50 million voters must wait until the next general election to weigh in on who runs the country, which isn't required to happen before August 2029.
To enter the fray, however, Burnham needs a seat in Parliament. So Josh Simons, the member of Parliament from Makerfield already tarnished in a recent scandal over investigating journalists, opened one up for him. 
"I am standing aside so that Andy Burnham can return to his home, fight to reenter Parliament, and if elected, drive the change our country is crying out for," Simons said on resigning his seat.
But first, Burnham has to win it. 
This corner of northwest England is where George Orwell came to live among unemployed miners to write "The Road to Wigan Pier," his 1937 portrait of the working class as a symbol of everything the Labour movement existed to defend. But, like many parts of postindustrial Britain, it's no longer the solid Labour territory it was for more than a century. 

A view of the Ashton-in-Makerfield constituency. (Temilade Adelaja/Reuters)



A campaign placard for the Restore Britain political party is displayed outside a residential property in Ashton-in-Makerfield. (Temilade Adelaja/Reuters)


The area voted in favor of leaving the E.U. in the 2016 Brexit vote by a margin of more than 2 to 1. Two months ago, Reform UK won seven of the eight local council wards that make up the Makerfield constituency. Political experts say that most Labour figures would lose Makerfield badly right now.
If Burnham loses to Reform UK candidate Robert Kenyon, a plumber, council member and military veteran, the calculus becomes murkier for everyone involved. 
Starmer would be spared his most formidable challenger -- but he would watch his party lose another seat it has held for generations to a party that did not exist 10 years ago.
If Burnham wins, he will sail into a leadership battle having dented Reform UK's momentum, something Labour insiders are desperate to do. They take hope that Burnham's local-boy cred and successful run as mayor makes him more popular than his party.
"Andy Burnham is the only Labour Candidate I would vote for," said Simon, 60, a lifelong Labour voter who went for the Green Party in May's local council elections and declined to give his last name because, he said, "nothing good can come of it." 
Volunteers have poured in from around the country, mostly from Labour's well-organized machine but also for Reform UK and another upstart anti-immigration party, Restore Britain.
"It's been crazy busy by any standard of a by-election," said an official from the Burnham campaign, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the press.
Three days before the vote, a youth sports club where the Burnham campaign is based was crawling with volunteers picking up fliers and maps before heading out to canvass.
They have knocked on every door in the district six times, the official said, three times the norm. More than 800 volunteers showed up on the final weekend before the vote, and they expect similar numbers Thursday, the official said. 
The final polls gave Burnham a slight edge over Kenyon. But not everyone is convinced. 
"He's just using Makerfield as a stepping stone, isn't he," said Waring, the retired highway worker. 
Waring is exactly the voter Labour is trying to hold. A lifelong Labour supporter, he voted for Brexit. But he stuck with Labour until the local elections in May, when he jumped to Reform UK. It was the party of his father and grandfathers that changed, he said, not himself.
"I just felt that Labour was no longer what it was when I was young," Waring said. "My dad was a miner. Labour was for the working class. They brought the [National Health Service]."
And Burnham?
"He's a nice chap. But he's a little too left wing for me. My biggest concern is illegal immigration." 
So, Waring said, he planned to vote for Kenyon. 
"He's not trying to be prime minister," he said. "He just wants to be an MP looking after Makerfield."
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Russia's war in Ukraine comes back into Trump's focus with no end in sight 
The president met with Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky at the G-7 summit but told reporters the conflict "has no impact on us ... we're thousands of miles away."  

President Donald Trump, France's Emmanuel Macron and Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky at the Group of Seven summit in France on Tuesday. (Thibault Camus/AFP/Getty Images)


By Mary Ilyushina | 2026-06-17
President Donald Trump met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the Group of Seven summit in France on Tuesday and expressed exasperation as Russia's war in Ukraine crept back into Washington's focus with no end in sight. 
"It's sort of the same thing," Trump told reporters at the summit. "They just keep going fighting, losing soldiers. They lose so many soldiers." 
"Not since World War II has anything like this happened," Trump said, before invoking his exaggerated claims as a global peacemaker. 
"I settled eight wars," he said. "This was the one I told you was going to be the easiest to settle, but they just, there's a lot of dislike between the two leaders." 
During his campaign, Trump said he would end the war within 24 hours. In France on Tuesday, he voiced unhappiness with the number of deaths but said that the United States is ultimately not affected. 
"We have nothing do with it," he said. "We sell weapons to them. ... The European Union pays us full price for weapons. ... This has no impact on us other than we sell weapons. We're thousands of miles away." 
For four months, the conflict largely dropped off the White House agenda as Trump and his team focused on their own war against Iran. 
Trump meetings with Zelensky on Tuesday followed a call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Sunday. Trump urged Putin to make a deal but said there was little sign of one. "I don't like to see 25,000 young people die every month. They go to this front and get blown up." 
He added, "The whole thing is ridiculous." 
Zelensky, who attended the summit at the invitation of French President Emmanuel Macron, is hoping to reengage Trump, and European leaders have urged the president to break the impasse by hosting direct talks between Zelensky and Putin in the United States. 
Ukraine officially opened negotiations with Brussels this week over its bid for European Union membership. That step marks the start of a long and complex path in Ukraine's ambition to join the E.U., a process that Kyiv has urged the bloc to fast-track. 
Zelensky is expected to join leaders of the E.U.'s 27 nations at a summit in Brussels on Thursday.
Since U.S.-led negotiations to end the Ukraine war fell by the wayside in recent months, Zelensky has been pushing to revive talks with a more prominent role for his European backers, led by France, Germany and Britain. 
Some European nations have conveyed that they are willing to engage with Moscow in negotiations, while also warning of new Russia sanctions and sending military aid to Ukraine.
At the summit, Zelensky also briefed G-7 leaders on the damage to the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra church complex, one of the holiest sites in Eastern Orthodoxy, which caught fire last week following a Russian airstrike, according to local officials.
The briefing came amid a broader escalation in the war. Ukraine has knocked out key Russian energy facilities, causing fuel shortages across multiple regions, while Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities have endured some of the war's deadliest missile and drone strikes. 
The United Nations reported last week that at least 274 civilians were killed and nearly 1,800 injured in Ukraine in May, more than in any month since April 2022. 
Zelensky promised retaliation after visiting the church complex Monday. On Tuesday, Moscow officials reported shooting down dozens of Ukrainian drones approaching the capital. Ukraine also hit a key oil refinery in Kapotnya in the Moscow region, setting of a major fire. 
The extent of the damage was unclear, but the facility supplies up to 40 percent of the capital's gasoline needs and about 50 percent of its diesel and could compound fuel shortages already affecting multiple Russian regions.
Several of Russia's largest gas stations are rationing fuel sales following months of sustained damage to major refineries that process crude oil, local media reported Tuesday.
Zelensky is also hoping to step up pressure on Putin to hold direct, face-to-face talks, which have not occurred since Russia's invasion began in 2022. 
Putin and other senior Russian officials, however, have dismissed such talks as pointless unless Zelensky is prepared to sign a final deal meeting Russia's maximalist demands. They have also invited him to Moscow, which Zelensky has rejected, accusing Russia of "playing games" and insisting that any meeting take place in a neutral country.
During their phone call Sunday, Putin congratulated Trump on his 80th birthday, according to the Kremlin. 
Trump called for an end to the war in Ukraine, and the two leaders agreed that U.S. envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner would visit Russia again in the near future. 
Putin had repeatedly offered help mediating between the United States and Iran given the close cooperation Moscow forged with Tehran in recent years, but Trump rebuffed those offers, telling Putin he should focus on resolving his own war.
The recent deal to end the war against Iran could hinder Russia's efforts to shore up its wartime budget, which has partly benefited from disruptions to Middle Eastern fuel supplies. In March, the Trump administration temporarily lifted sanctions on Russian oil exports seeking to keep global fuel prices in check.
On Tuesday, during a bilateral meeting with the president of the United Arab Emirates, Trump appeared to suggest the U.S. could let the sanctions waiver lapse when it expires on Wednesday, though he stopped short of giving a timeline. 
"Soon, we'll be able to do that because the oil is now flowing," Trump said when asked whether the U.S. planned to tighten sanctions on Russia. "We took sanctions off because obviously we're not looking to impede the oil, but we're in a position to do that soon."
Ellen Francis in Brussels, Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv, and Cleve R. Wootson Jr. and Dan Diamond in Evian-les-Bains, France, contributed to this report.
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Bernie Sanders pitches $1,000 annual payout from public ownership of AI
Sanders, President Trump and OpenAI have all proposed that the U.S. government should take stakes in AI companies to spread their future wealth.

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) spoke about a number of issues, including artificial intelligence, at the National Press Club earlier this month. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


By Riley Beggin, Shira Ovide | 2026-06-18
Americans could receive an annual $1,000 payment from artificial intelligence companies under legislation Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) introduced Thursday that would give the public a direct stake in the largest AI firms -- an idea that has been echoed by President Donald Trump.
Although unlikely to become law, Sanders's proposal adds to recent interest from across the political spectrum in the idea that economic disruption from AI could be offset by the U.S. government holding stakes in firms developing the technology. 
Trump said earlier this month that's he considering taking a government stake in leading AI companies, though his administration has not offered more detail.
ChatGPT maker OpenAI and its rival Anthropic, maker of the chatbot Claude, have both floated their own ideas for companies to give the American public a stake in their growth. (The Washington Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.)
Under Sanders's proposal, leading AI companies would pay a one-time 50 percent tax of stock that would feed into a sovereign wealth fund expected to be worth around $7 trillion, according to a summary of the legislation provided by Sanders's office.
AI's "massive explosion of wealth and power is directly built on our collective human output," according to the summary. "And yet, under the status quo, only a handful of billionaires will control this technology."
A 5 percent dividend from the fund could be used to send a $1,000 check to everyone in the U.S. annually, Sanders's office estimated.
Under the senator's proposal, the sovereign wealth fund would be managed by a seven-person independent commission that would be represented on the boards of companies in the fund. Congress would create a list of potential nominees to the commission, who would be chosen by the president and confirmed by the Senate.
New AI companies would be swept into the sovereign wealth fund if they reach a certain size, such as $200 million in annual sales.
It would be a steep climb for Sanders's bill to become law in the Republican-controlled Congress. But the alignment between Trump and Sanders, who agree on very little politically, suggests there may be bipartisan concern about AI worsening inequality and a related political urgency to try to spread potential future AI riches. 
Americans remain skeptical of the technology. A Pew Research Center survey released Wednesday found that a significant majority of the public is concerned that AI is advancing too quickly, doesn't believe the government can effectively regulate AI and doesn't trust the businesses developing AI.
It remains unclear whether distributing stock of AI companies or cash derived from them would ease public discontent about the technology.
Besides OpenAI and Anthropic, other major AI developers have largely been silent or not publicly receptive to the possibility of government-backed public ownership of AI companies. "We're not really interested in selling ourselves to any government," Microsoft President Brad Smith said in an interview released this week.
TechNet, a trade association whose members include Google, OpenAI and Anthropic, said more Americans would trust AI if they could benefit from job opportunities created by the technology. CEO Linda Moore said TechNet is pushing Congress for guidelines for AI development and workforce development policies -- a suggestion that other government efforts may not be needed. 
In a sign of how the idea of the U.S. government taking stakes in AI firms can win over skeptics of AI regulation, former Trump administration AI and crypto czar David Sacks recently said he opposed Sanders's blueprint but could get behind the general concept.
Sanders's proposal is a "straight up confiscation of property and I just think that'd be a terrible precedent," Sacks said last week on "All In," an influential technology podcast.
"However, I do have sympathy for where it's coming from," the former Trump official added, saying that he could support voluntary ideas for some public ownership of AI companies.
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Gas prices fall under $4 as Trump signs deal to reopen Strait of Hormuz
The average price of a gallon of gas has dropped for the third straight week, falling under $4 for the first time in months after the war inflated energy costs. 

(Ken Ruinard / USA Today Network/USA TODAY Network via Reuters Connect)


By Victoria Craw | 2026-06-18

A gas station sign in Wilmington, Ohio, on June 10. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


The average price of gas in the United States was $3.99 on Thursday, falling under $4 for the first time since March, after the U.S. and Iran signed an initial agreement to end the war in Iran. 
The memorandum of understanding signed by President Donald Trump and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian· lays out terms to begin opening the Strait of Hormuz to commercial vessels and for the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports to be lifted. Future arrangements that could govern passage through the strait remain subject to negotiation.
The narrow waterway that once carried about one fifth of the world's oil and gas supplies has been effectively blocked to maritime traffic during the nearly four-month war, which has spiked energy prices and led to inflationary pressures and shortages around the world. 
Those pressures drove U.S. gas prices to $4 a gallon March 31, the highest level since Russia's invasion of Ukraine. On Thursday, a gallon of regular gas fell to $3.99, marking the third straight week of prices falling, according to AAA -- though they remain higher than the $3.18 average one year ago.
The price of Brent crude oil, the international benchmark, also dropped to $76 per barrel early Thursday, well below the four-year high of $126 per barrel reached in late April but still above the $69 a barrel it was trading at before the war began. 
Experts have warned it will take time for normal shipping through the strait to resume. The narrow waterway is littered with mines, and the hundreds of vessels stranded by the war could take weeks to clear.
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Fed holds rates steady amid elevated inflation, but future hikes more likely
Nine of 19 officials who participate in Fed policy meetings penciled in at least one interest rate increase by year end, up from zero in March. It was Kevin Warsh's first as Fed chair.

Kevin Warsh shakes hands with President Donald Trump before his swearing-in as Fed chair last month. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-06-17
Federal Reserve officials Wednesday signaled they might soon need to raise interest rates instead of cutting them, a sharp shift in thinking amid a rapid rise in inflation. 
The Fed kept interest rates steady Wednesday at Kevin Warsh's first meeting as Fed chair, as the new central bank chief inherited an economy hit by energy-driven inflation that is squeezing consumers' wallets and a White House pushing for lower borrowing costs.
Nine of the 19 officials who participate in Fed policy meetings penciled in at least one rate increase by the end of the year, up from zero in March, when most Fed officials still anticipated cutting rates.
Financial markets fell on the signals of higher interest rates. The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed down about 1 percent, and the tech-heavy Nasdaq fell 1.3 percent. Yields on U.S. Treasury bonds jumped, as investors demanded higher returns to compensate for the prospect of potentially rising interest rates.
Wednesday's move came as inflation jumped above 4 percent last month for the first time since 2023, remaining well above the Fed's 2 percent target. Energy prices, driven higher by the Iran conflict, have put Warsh in the uncomfortable position of inheriting an economy where the political pressure runs in one direction and the price data in another.
"We recognize that inflation has been running well ahead of the Fed's long-stated inflation goal," Warsh said at a news conference. "Persistently high prices are a burden for the American people. But the recent past need not be prologue." 
Warsh deflected repeated questions about why the Fed held rates while so many officials signaled hikes ahead, citing his opposition to "forward guidance." The decision to hold was unanimous, and the Fed didn't consider hikes at its meeting, he said.
Under Warsh's leadership, the Fed substantially shortened the statement it releases after each meeting, eliminating guidance for how it might adjust interest rates in the future. The half-page statement acknowledged that inflation remains elevated but said the Fed "will deliver price stability." 
A ceasefire agreement to reopen the Strait of Hormuz has raised hopes that some of the energy-driven price pressure could ease in the months ahead. But economists and former Fed officials caution that relief, if it comes, will arrive slowly and that prices were already elevated before the conflict. 
Inflation "rises like a rocket and falls like a feather," said Patrick Harker, a former president of the Philadelphia Fed and  a professor at the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School, earlier this week. 
Krishna Guha, an analyst at Evercore ISI, said easing energy prices could provide some relief in the months ahead. But he cautioned in a research note that the interest rate outlook has become untethered from oil prices -- a sign of deeper uncertainty about whether underlying inflation will cool enough to keep the Fed from eventually having to raise rates. Beyond energy, Guha said, two other pressures remain: the ongoing pass-through of tariffs and cost spillovers from the boom in artificial intelligence infrastructure investment.
Warsh said he intends to offer fewer forward-looking clues about the Fed's next move than his predecessors, having previously said the central bank's economic forecasts tend to be wrong and constrain its flexibility. On Wednesday he criticized forward guidance as "not well suited to the current policy conjuncture."
He also stopped short of committing to holding a news conference after each Fed meeting, saying "when you have one, you want to make sure you have something important to say."
In the latest quarterly economic projections, in which nine officials signaled future hikes, Warsh said he didn't submit a projection and would not do so until changes are made to the document.
He added that the Fed is setting up a series of task forces to probe a handful of topics, such as central bank's communications and the data sources it relies on to assess the health of the economy. They are likely to begin work in the next couple of weeks and conclude by the end of the year, he said. 
Jerome H. Powell, whose term as a Fed governor runs until 2028, remains on the seven-member central bank board in Washington -- an unusual arrangement that leaves Warsh to chair a committee that includes his predecessor. After eight years in charge of the central bank, Powell's term as chair expired last month.
The White House, meanwhile, has sought to pressure against rate hikes.
President Donald Trump, preparing to leave France for the United States, told reporters that "it's hard to believe" the Fed might raise rates but praised Warsh. "We have a very good guy over there right now, so I'm guided by what he wants," Trump said of the new Fed chair. 
Raising rates carries its own risks. Higher borrowing costs would bear down on an economy already squeezed by energy prices, potentially pushing up unemployment and slowing growth -- the classic dilemma the Fed faces when inflation is driven by supply disruptions rather than excess demand. Unlike the pandemic, when a red-hot labor market gave the Fed room to tighten aggressively, the current economy offers no such cushion.
Claudia Sahm, chief economist at New Century Advisors and a former Fed economist, said Tuesday she doesn't yet see the conditions -- an overheating labor market or expectations for inflation becoming unmoored -- that would typically warrant a Fed response to supply-driven inflation. 
But she acknowledged the case for action is building. "I can see the case that the Fed should be ready to, if things worsen, step in and raise rates," she said. The Fed could move faster than it did during the pandemic inflation surge, she added, because "they're already having this debate."
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9 of the best breakfast burritos in the D.C. area
Make your morning at these DMV hotspots for cheesy, eggy, saucy, overstuffed goodness.

Start your day with a breakfast burrito like these at Earlybird Burrito in Southeast Washington. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


By Warren Rojas | 2026-06-18
Talk about a rude awakening.
Rolling out of bed to face another gantlet of pointless all-hands meetings, passive-aggressive text messages from loved ones and endless reality TV reunion shows takes its toll on everyone.
Reward yourself for battling the banality of it all by indulging in handheld breakfasts that are so good they make mornings (somewhat) bearable again. We scoured the DMV for the region's best breakfast burritos. These are the nine that made the cut.
Multiple locations. anitascorp.com
This beloved Northern Virginia institution has spoiled local diners with its distinctive New Mexican-style cooking for 50-plus years. And it's kept hungry commuters from crashing out throughout the day by supplying them with two dozen specialty breakfast burritos that fly out of its carryout counters morning, noon and night.
The standard-setting special features fluffy scrambled eggs, diced potatoes, melted cheese and zesty red chile sauce wrapped in a soft flour tortilla. Then there are add-ons such as spicy housemade chorizo, shredded chicken, chopped rib eye steak, turkey sausage, savory refried beans, sauteed spinach and more. Red-chile-soaked pork loin, seasoned taco meat enrobed in molten queso and fiery grilled half-smokes are personal favorites. (Burritos $3 to $8.)
Multiple locations. badassbreakfastburritos.com
The breakfast side hustle of sausage slinger Dog Haus -- which, curiously enough, offers its own signature breakfast burritos -- features nine bulky wraps brimming with a variety of proteins. Core fillings include crunchy smoked bacon strips, spiced pastrami and meaty chili, as well as vegetarian sausage patties bundled with caramelized onions or creamy avocado and basil aioli.

Pickled jalapeno and cotija cheese add kick to the Bronco burrito at Bad-Ass Breakfast Burritos. (Bad-Ass Breakfast Burritos)


My favorite innovation here, however, is folding in sunny-side up eggs that flood the first few bites with barely set yolk. Crispy spuds also add to the enjoyment, as does the grilled flour tortilla (look for the scorch marks). Pickled jalapenos and crumbly cotija cheese added some kick to the Southwestern-style Bronco burrito, while herby Italian sausage, tender pastrami and gooey American cheese made the Chachi hard to put down. (Burritos $13 to $17.)
205 Pennsylvania Ave. SE. burritobrothers.dine.online
"There's lots of imitators ... but we're still the best!" the carnival-barker-like cashier at this Capitol Hill mainstay assures me as I survey the menu. The grab-and-go restaurant's decades-long grip on local diners may be attributable, at least in part, to the customization built into its all-day breakfast burrito cart.
All the burritos are available in three sizes: small (8 inches), medium (12 inches) or large (14 inches). And the preset combinations (bacon, egg and cheese; ham, egg and cheese; chicken, egg and cheese, etc.) are really just starting points. "You want plantains on that?" the seasoned cashier inquires (of course I do!) as I put in my order for a wrap with grilled ham and melted cheddar; the seared fruit sweetens the deal perfectly. My new cashier friend also suggests tucking grilled jalapenos into a hearty bacon, egg and cheese jumble freshened by juicy pico de gallo and torn cilantro. Wise man. (Burritos $6 to $12.)
8325 Old Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro. casablancacafe.net
As anyone who has punched a clock near an industrial park can attest, the magic of an embedded eatery is that it can be whatever the customer needs it to be: Homey breakfast spot. Casual lunch counter. All-purpose snack shop.
This gritty Prince George's County haunt extends that versatility to its you-dream-it, we'll-build-it breakfast burrito offerings. The menu lists just a generic option ($12.47) that can be outfitted with an array of fillings, including standard deli meats (ham, bologna, salami), assorted sausages (pork, chicken, turkey), regional favorites (scrapple, Spam, salmon cakes) and heartier fare (hamburger, seared kielbasa, curly bacon). Corned beef hash hugging sharp cheddar was delicious, as was a Philly-style eye-opener packed with shaved rib eye, grilled onions, stretchy provolone, fried eggs and a staggering amount of hot peppers. (Burritos $12 to $17.)
3420 Connecticut Ave. NW; 1921 Eighth St. NW. crackedeggery.com
This homegrown chainlet got rolling with eggy sandwiches but added tater-tot-filled burritos to its arsenal last year. The seasoned spuds aren't the only thing that stand out here. Cracked also works wonders with different cheeses (cheddar, pepper jack, queso) and spices things up with its tangy housemade "cracked" aioli, citrusy lime crema and bright tomatillo salsa.

Spicy tater tots are a tasty addition to the breakfast burritos at Cracked Eggery. (Nina Palazzolo/Cracked Eggery)


The Johnny Utah marries marinated carne asada with warm scrambled eggs, crispy fried tots and a cheesy, chunky queso that clings to every succulent mouthful. The zesty house remoulade complements the grilled Italian sausage and super-melty cheddar at the heart of the Jeff Spicoli. Meanwhile, nothing bleeds more intoxicating pork oil than the chorizo- and pepper-jack-filled marvel dubbed the Stoney. (Burritos $10 to $16.)
Multiple locations. districttaco.com
This onetime Rosslyn food cart is now filling empty bellies all along the East Coast. The all-day breakfast burrito is listed on the menu for a flat fee ($11.29) and then left to the consumer to trick out to their hearts' content. Core fillings range from saucy barbacoa beef and grilled pollack to mixed vegetables and lime-zapped guacamole, while preset toppings bundles can build meals out the Jefe way (lettuce, pico de gallo, vegetables, cheese, sour cream), the American way (lettuce, pico de gallo, cheese) or the Mexican way (onion, cilantro).

There are a variety of core fillings available for the all-day breakfast burritos at District Taco. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


Before getting into my favorite combinations, let me say that the garlicky white rice (steamy, separate grains) and roasted habanero hot sauce (a fiery-fruity fiesta) are incredible building blocks. I can still taste fork-tender pork carnitas slow-cooked to perfection and dappled with sour cream; flavorful grilled chicken nestled within fluffy eggs, tender home fries and grilled peppers and onions; and creamy guacamole sparked by chipotle aioli and jalapeno-spiked salsa, all sweetened by grilled corn and soupy black beans. (Burritos $11 to $15.)
909 New Jersey Ave. SE. toasttab.com/stepintothesidedoor
A trio of hungover pals trying to sleep one off on Earlybird's patio on a recent breezy Friday morning were a strong indicator that I was in the right place. The carryout arm of neighboring Scarlet Oak caters to breakfast burrito enthusiasts in the morning and Detroit-style pizza (saucy!) fans through the afternoon and evening.

You can go a little wild with the add-ons to your breakfast burrito at Earlybird Burrito. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


The made-to-order memories still lingering in my mind include the Simplistico, which combines airy scrambled eggs, diced home fries and a smattering of tongue-teasing Oaxaca cheese (by request); a grilled steak-fueled medley bolstered by a trifecta of pickled red onions, piquant green tomatillo sauce and pulse-quickening roasted chile peppers; and an eponymous poultry-based production that bathed white meat chicken in smoky mole and dreamy avocado sauce. I also dug the nearly mashed, stewed pinto beans tucked into some of its other offerings. (Burritos $9 to $13.)
3299 K St. NW; 1721 Crystal Dr., Arlington. monsteradc.com
This local favorite bills itself as a purveyor of West Coast cooking and "morning vibes." Here's wishing they all could be California grills.

The Super Breakfast Burrito at Monstera is bursting with flavor. (Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


While the mixed proteins are great (more on that in a second), many of Monstera's supporting players are worthy of their own star turns. The grilled peppers and caramelized onions threaded throughout are dynamite. I could eat buckets of the chewy braised pinto beans. And the seasoned french fries that poke out after every big-mouth bite are terrific. All of the above team up with a web of cheesy eggs and a bold green salsa. The pronounced grill marks that mottled the tortilla battling to contain the brawny Super Breakfast Burrito led me to believe that some serious eating lay ahead. Seconds later, my fingertips and lips were shellacked by the gush of paprika-fueled chorizo oil loosed by my first chomp. No worries, though. I powered through. #servicejournalism4EVA. (Burritos $14 to $16.)
7056 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park. sanpanchoburritos.com
What's better than raising a steaming Mission-style burrito to your lips at this critically acclaimed neighborhood charmer? Chasing it down with a frosty Modelo Negra or a limey, salt-rimmed margarita, of course.

San Pancho in Takoma Park is a neighborhood favorite. (Scott Suchman/For The Washington Post)


Granted, I wasn't ready to let 'er rip like the clearly relaxed couple enjoying the aforementioned drinks on San Pancho's patio on a sunny Saturday morning. But I was with them in spirit. My thrills came in solid form, starting with the transcendent barbacoa. The slow-cooked, chile-laced beef melts in your mouth. But not before baptizing every bite of grilled potatoes, onions and poblano peppers in a lusty jus. The expertly done rajas flood the zone with flavor wherever deployed, be it in a palm-size "baby" burrito stuffed with crumbly vegan sausage or a double-fister full of braised meat. And don't sleep on the rich and creamy homemade guacamole. Or the zippy house hot sauce. (Burritos $9 to $17.)
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The Optimist
These adults were terrified of water. Here's how they learned to swim. 
About 40 million American adults don't know how to swim, but these stories show it's never too late to take the plunge for fun, exercise and community.

Castilleja and her grandson on a trip to Hawaii in September. (Courtesy of Maria Castilleja)


By Sydney Page | 2026-06-18

Maria Castilleja, 66, swims in the Dominican Republic last year. She was terrified of swimming until a year and a half ago, when she committed to learning. (Courtesy of Maria Castilleja)


Maria Castilleja was 5 the first time she went underwater. Her sister told her to jump, and she did. She still remembers it clearly: the water closing over her head, her brother pulling her out of the pool, the panic that swallowed her.
"That was a trauma," said Castilleja, 66. 
It would take her nearly 60 years to learn how to swim.
Throughout her life, she tried swimming with friends, took classes and worked with private coaches. Each time she got in the water, panic would return. 
"I was worried about drowning, and that fear made me sink in the water even when it wasn't too deep," she said. "I would swallow water, inhale water -- and once you get that you are so uncomfortable. It was a major, major fear." 
Castilleja -- who lives in Long Beach, California -- grew up in Caracas, Venezuela, the youngest of six siblings, all of them swimmers. She moved to the United States when she was 20 and became a teacher, and eventually a school principal. 
On land, she ran 10 marathons and 44 half-marathons. But near the water, she refused to go in past her feet. 
"I would have anxiety attacks. I would be trembling," Castilleja said. 
About 40 million American adults report they do not know how to swim, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and more than half have never taken a swimming lesson. Black and Hispanic Americans are disproportionately represented among non-swimmers: More than 1 in 3 Black adults cannot swim, and nearly 3 in 4 Hispanic adults have never taken a lesson, according to the CDC. White adults have the lowest proportion of non-swimmers at 7 percent, while about 22 percent of other adults -- including Asian, Native American and multiracial populations -- reported not being able to swim.
The reasons are layered. Harley Hicks, a London-based swim coach, said cost, access and historical exclusion from public pools all play a role, as well as difficult childhood experiences. 
The first thing he does with every swimmer is ask: Why did you never learn to swim?
"Quite a few have a fear because they were pushed into the water, or the method of teaching was too authoritarian, or they got out of their depth too quickly," said Hicks, lead coach at LDN Swim, which conducts retreats for adults several times a year to help them become more confident in the water. "That bad experience made them stay away from the water ever since." 

Swimmers on a recent water confidence retreat in Crete, Greece, led by Harley Hicks, a London-based swim coach. (Harley Hicks)


Hicks -- who was featured in the documentary "Black Stroke" about the racial disparity in swimming -- has also seen firsthand how quickly that fear can be overcome. This month, he led a group of 16 adults who were afraid of water on an intensive retreat in Greece, which cost about $1,600 per person. Only a handful had been in open water. By the final day, all 16 were swimming in the sea. 
"They jumped into the open water, and it was quite deep and quite far out from the shore, and every single one of them achieved that," he said, explaining that the swimmers become calmer in the water through exposure therapy. "Being able to unlock the doors for humans who have gone 30, 40, 50 years without having any benefit of the water is super fulfilling for me." 
About a year and a half ago, Castilleja decided it was time to finally face her fear.

Castilleja with her grandson, Oliver, 12, in Hawaii last June. (Courtesy of Maria Castilleja)


"I wanted to be able to go in the ocean with my grandson," she said. "I felt like I couldn't enjoy life fully because I had this fear." 
She signed up for lessons at a local gym and found a coach who promised to work with her until she felt comfortable. 
"I explained to him my anxiety, and I said, 'I'm willing to take lessons, but you have to be willing to stick with me,'" Castilleja said. 
For the past year, Castilleja has been swimming four days a week. She sometimes still gets a pang of fear when she enters the deep end, she said, but she is no longer afraid of being in the water. In fact, she has come to find it comforting. 
"It just gives me so much peace and calm," she said. 

Castilleja after her fourth swimming lesson, when she was awarded a ribbon for accomplishing something new in the pool. (Courtesy of Maria Castilleja)


Another late swimmer, Mickey Power, 70, avoided swimming for most of her life. Now that she has learned, she said, it is her salve -- as it gives her needed time away from technology. 
"I'm not that unconnected at any other time," said Power, who lives in Chicago. "It's just you and the water." 
Power had run marathons for years, but in her mid-40s, her joints began to ache. At age 47, she decided to give swimming a serious try. 
"I would start out in the shallow end, and as soon as I knew it was over my head, I would start to panic," Power said. "I couldn't swim to save my life." 
She took lessons at her local YMCA for two years and forced herself to push through the panic.

Mickey Power, 70, about to go for a swim on Tuesday. (Courtesy of Mickey Power)


"I just kept throwing myself in the water," Power said. "And then one day, and I can still remember that day, I went back and forth without stopping six times."
Before long, swimming became her primary hobby. Power now swims three days a week. 
"I will tell anyone that will listen to me they should swim. ... I've never felt better or stronger," she said, noting that, unlike some other forms of exercise, "it's not as hard on the body. It doesn't hurt when you're done." 

Power swims three days a week, and she said she has never felt stronger. (Courtesy of Mickey Power)


Science suggests a positive correlation between swimming and longevity. One study of more than 80,000 adults in Britain found that participants who swam regularly had a 28 percent lower risk of death by any cause, and a 41 percent lower risk of dying from cardiovascular disease compared with non-swimmers. 
For older adults, especially, the low-impact nature of swimming makes it an ideal workout, as many other forms of exercise can take a toll on the body. Researchers have also found that swimming has mental health benefits, including that it can reduce fatigue and anger and alleviate depression. Plus, for many, the sport can build community. 
Jeff Hopkins got hooked on swimming about 15 years ago. Then in his mid-40s in Takoma Park, Maryland, Hopkins was helping organize logistics for his two teenage children's competitive swim team. He could barely swim himself -- in college, he recalled, he wore a life jacket when he was playing around with his friends in the pool.
"I wasn't that comfortable," Hopkins said. 
But seeing how much his children enjoyed swimming, he was keen to learn. 
"I understood the health benefits, and I understood that it's unlikely to get hurt swimming," he said. "I knew it was a good form of exercise. ... I was looking for a way to change my lifestyle."
He signed up for a one-hour class, swam a few laps and was completely fatigued -- but stayed committed to learning. 

Members of Jeff Hopkins's masters swim club in Takoma Park, Maryland, in 2019. (Courtesy of Jeff Hopkins)


Now, he runs a masters swim club -- an organized swim group for adults to train together and have friendly competition. There are about 100 people of varying skill levels in the group, and they range from about 35 to 80. They meet for lessons five times a week. 
"It's a way to unplug and enjoy the people you're with and what you're doing," Hopkins said, adding that he's made many friends through the club. 
For Castilleja, learning to swim was never just about herself. She wanted to set a positive example for her grandson Oliver, 12. 
"I'm sure he was perceiving the panic that I had," Castilleja said. 
Since overcoming her fear, she and Oliver have gone swimming together. 
"I've built his confidence," Castilleja said, "because I feel confident in the water." 
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'Suffs,' a musical about women's right to vote, arrives in Trump's D.C.
"We keep having to fight these fights over and over," says Shaina Taub, the writer behind the Tony-winning show, which counts Hillary Clinton among its producers.

Shaina Taub, the Tony-winning writer of "Suffs," played Alice Paul in the 2024 Broadway production. (Joan Marcus)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-06-18
Sprawling demonstrations are as foundational to Washington's architecture as the U.S. Capitol and the Lincoln Memorial. But when Alice Paul and Lucy Burns organized the 1913 Woman Suffrage Procession and more than 5,000 protesters marched down Pennsylvania Avenue, such a spectacle had never been seen. 
It was that march that led Shaina Taub to envision the fact-based musical "Suffs." As the playwright and composer read Doris Stevens's 1920 book "Jailed for Freedom," a first-hand account of the suffrage movement, she was struck by many things: the timeless struggle, the scrappy icons, the enduring influence. But the march helped convince her of the story's inherent theatricality.
"They had literal choreography, pageantry, music -- it was theater," Taub says. "When I first read about that march and saw the old photos, I was like, 'This is theater. This is theatrical.' They understood the power of drama."
Taub adapted that chapter of history into "Suffs," a galvanizing show about the effort to ratify the 19th Amendment and give women the right to vote. After premiering off-Broadway in 2022, the musical hit Broadway two years later -- with Taub starring as Paul -- and earned its creator Tony Awards for best book and original score. Now, a touring production is bringing the story full circle for a run at the National Theatre -- the venerable Pennsylvania Avenue venue.
In a recent video chat from New York, Taub, 37, reflected on her decade-plus journey with the show, its resonance in the current political climate and the significance of staging the musical in D.C.
(This conversation has been edited for length and clarity.)

Marya Grandy, center, stars in the touring production of "Suffs." (Joan Marcus)


You began working on "Suffs" in 2014. What was it about the women's suffrage movement that inspired you to write the show?
It just blew my mind that I'd made it to age 25 without learning this story, and the women I was reading about reminded me of my friends. It just felt like I'd been searching for this story of this group of stubborn, ambitious, passionate, messy young women taking on a challenge together. I had been working on a gender-flipped adaptation of "Robin Hood," and I immediately shelved it because I was like, "This is what I've been searching for in myth and legend and fiction, but it's actually here in my own backyard of American ancestors."
"Suffs" features few male characters and derives its drama from exploring how different factions of women's suffrage disagreed on how to achieve the same goal. What made you interested in exploring that conflict?
I knew pretty immediately that I did not want this to be a show where "good" progressives or liberals can sit in the audience and pat themselves on the back to be like, "We were on the right side of history." That was completely uninteresting to me. I wanted to do something more complicated, more thorny, less comfortable. To me, what's interesting dramatically and politically is: How do people who share a goal, in theory, have widely divergent ideas about how to achieve that goal? Also, it really helped me keep the focus on the women. I wanted to create a show that had tons of amazing roles for women and girls, hopefully to be done in schools and communities.
That also creates richer, more complicated characters.
And it's not my job to be 100 percent historically accurate the way a museum or a history book is beholden to be. It's not my job to make a moral judgment on these women and either glorify or vilify them. It's my job to humanize them and to dramatize them in all of their messiness. Stories of feminist heroines of the past can be a bit one-dimensional. "Oh, these fearless, tireless women who did this great thing." These women did fear. They did tire. They had egos. They had shortsightedness. They had blind spots. They messed up. They were flawed, ordinary people like us doing an extraordinary thing.
The show ran on Broadway during the administration of President Joe Biden and hosted a fundraiser for his reelection campaign. It counted Hillary Clinton among its producers. How do you feel about taking the show to D.C. during the second Trump administration?
I feel like we keep seeing this attack on our historical memory, and we keep seeing these efforts to suppress our national imagination, because I think authoritarian-style leaders don't want us to remember our past. When we reckon with these stories and the things our ancestors did to fight for the people, we get ideas in our head about what we can accomplish. And I think they don't want that. That's why we see these attacks on PBS, on NPR, on the Kennedy Center, on our arts and storytelling institutions. So it's up to us to get together in halls and public forums to tell these stories. We've got to hold on to that right for as long as we have it.

The cast of "Suffs" includes, from left, Danyel Fulton, Trisha Jeffrey and Victoria Pekel. (Joan Marcus)


Roe v. Wade was overturned between the off-Broadway and Broadway runs of "Suffs." How does an event like that underscore the topics this show is tackling?
Where to begin on that? Touring around the country in states where a lot of the women and girls going to see the show do not have autonomy over their bodies really is the definition of "the personal is political." These things, especially with reproductive rights, are these abstract political issues until they happen to you. I've had my own brush this past year with needing reproductive care for a pregnancy loss, and it has really radicalized me to understand on a personal level what this care means. We keep having to fight these fights over and over.
Many events in the show -- the Woman Suffrage Procession, the 1917 White House picketing -- unfold in D.C. What does it mean to see this show performed in that city?
It's such an honor and privilege to get to return some of these suffs back to D.C. -- Inez Milholland, Alice Paul, Ida B. Wells -- that all made history in that capital. To me, the great musicals that I revere and study and look up to -- "Ragtime," "Cabaret," "Fiddler on the Roof" -- every time they are produced, the conversation is so relevant, so timely. They always feel like they were written yesterday, today and tomorrow. They speak to whatever moment they're in. I do not purport "Suffs" to join that esteemed company, but my goal with it was not to chase one specific political moment. My hope is that "Suffs" could be expansive enough to hold whatever American moment it is being performed in.
What do you hope audiences take from "Suffs"?
If you don't believe women have the right to vote, you may not enjoy the show, and that's fair. But my hope is that it's expansive enough to hold you wherever you're coming from, whatever you're reckoning with. If you care about a better future for the next generation, I hope you can find something in the show to inspire you or make you think.
Suffs Through June 28 at the National Theatre, 1321 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. broadwayatthenational.com. $67-$334.
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The 40 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Juneteenth, Capital Pride, the summer solstice and the World Cup provide plenty of reasons to celebrate.

This Friday and Saturday, Smithsonian museums on the National Mall stay open until at least 11 p.m. for live music, dancing, stargazing and exploring exhibits. (Courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution)


By Fritz Hahn, Jade Tran, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-06-18
This weekend is a dramatic whirlwind of overlapping celebrations. Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery with music and cultural festivals. Capital Pride reaches its peak with the parade through downtown, a block party and street festival. The Smithsonian marks the high point of summer by keeping its museums open late for two nights of concerts, stargazing and dancing. But that's not all: The U.S. soccer team draws fans at World Cup watch parties around the area. Outdoor movies continue to pop up, including one in a pool, while the Botanic Garden invites plant-lovers to an after-hours party. An around-the-world boat race docks at the Wharf, and a new brewery opens its doors in Shaw.
Clipper Race Week at the Wharf
Get a firsthand look at what it's like to sail around the world when a fleet of Clipper 70 ocean racing yachts dock at the Wharf, letting the public aboard during multiple days of events. This is the only East Coast stop for the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race, and you can register online for tours happening Thursday through Saturday that allow visitors to look around an ocean racing yacht's galley, hoist the sails and chat with crew members. Other activations during the D.C. stop include a Discovery Zone with info sessions and expert discussions, as well as much fanfare when the yachts depart for the next leg of the race on Monday, including a parade and fireworks. Thursday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free, registration encouraged for yacht tours.
Extended hours at U.S. Botanic Garden
Ever think about skipping work just to spend more time exploring the U.S. Botanic Garden? Thankfully, you don't have to. On the third Thursday of the month this summer, the garden stays open until 8 p.m., complete with live music, ice cream and herbal mocktails. Wander through the Conservatory and exhibits before grabbing a snack and grooving to local funk band Fuzzy Goldmine. Free; no reservations or tickets required.
'Barbie' at Mosaic Movies in the Park
The wide strip of turf in front of the Mosaic District's Angelika Film Center becomes an outdoor movie theater on Thursday evenings, thanks to the weekly Mosaic Movies in the Park. Bring a picnic blanket or low camp chair to the Fairfax development's Strawberry Park for the first film of the year: "Barbie." Pick up dinner from a nearby restaurant -- maybe takeout from Sisters Thai or a pizza from Pupatella? -- before settling in for the film. (Find more outdoor movie options around the area.) 7 p.m. Free.
Kylie Sonique Love at Pitchers
"RuPaul's Drag Race All-Stars" winner, dancer with Lizzo and Miley Cyrus, talk show host -- what can't Kylie Sonique Love do? She's offering an early start to Pride at Pitchers in Adams Morgan, where a 9 p.m. meet-and-greet with fans is followed by a 10 p.m. show. 9 p.m. Free. 
Smithsonian Solstice Celebration
Once a year, the Smithsonian Institution's museums stay open way past most kids' bedtimes. All museums on the National Mall are keeping the doors open until at least 11 p.m. this Friday and Saturday in honor of the start of summer, with plenty of things to keep all ages busy. Some highlights:
The two-day Indepen'Dance festival at the American History Museum includes mini-dance lessons, a live go-go band, DJ sets, a big-band performance, a screening of 1988's "Hairspray" and salsa-inspired activities. 
The National Museum of African American History and Culture's Friday and Saturday night parties draw inspiration from its current exhibition "At the Vanguard," about HBCUs, with a 1990s aesthetic. Break out the varsity jackets, Afrocentric prints and bamboo earrings, then show up to party like it's your "School Daze." Registration is suggested, but not required. 
The Arts and Industries Building turns into a jazz club, with performances by four acts over Friday and Saturday nights, plus cocktails and sangria. 
Museums on the Mall will be open Friday and Saturday until at least 11 p.m. Hours vary for other museums, such as the Anacostia Community Museum and the National Zoo. See the Smithsonian's website for the full lineup. Admission is free, some programs and events require advance registration.
U.S. World Cup viewing parties
The U.S. national team's emphatic victory over Paraguay last week surprised even some of its most die-hard supporters. Here's where to watch on Friday afternoon as the red, white and blue take on Australia at 3 p.m. No matter where you go, early arrival will be required.
The American Outlaws supporters group started drumming at chanting before kickoff at Solace Outpost in Navy Yard, and kept up the noise and vibes throughout all 90 minutes. They'll be hosting parties at both Franklin Hall and Solace, complete with drink specials. See instagram.com/americanoutlawsdc for updates. 
Fresh off being named "America's Best Soccer Bar" by Men in Blazers, Arlington landmark Ireland's Four Courts has had a busy World Cup. They're expecting long lines, and are opening the back patio -- complete with its own bar and snacks -- once the indoor sections hit capacity. Note for planners: Parties must be complete to be seated together. See all the details at irelandsfourcourts.com/worldcup.
DC United is taking over Navy Yard's Tingey Plaza this weekend, showing three games per day on a large outdoor screen, including the U.S. matches. All three days include youth soccer activities, music, food trucks and interactive games. Free tickets are required. More information is available on dcunited.com/soccer-celebration.
Hi-Lawn, the rooftop bar above Union Market, was a comfortable place to watch games on the tournament's opening weekend, with lawn chairs and picnic tables arrayed in a large semicircle in front of an 8-by-12-foot screen. (A shaded area with tables is available by the bar if you need to get out of the sun.) There's room for kids to kick a soccer bar around between matches, too. Most seating is first-come, first-served. Details are available at hilawndc.com/worldsoccer.
Urban Garden Brewing Grand Opening at Urban Garden Brewhouse
D.C.'s first Black woman-owned brewery, founded by Eamoni Collier, opens its doors on Juneteenth, giving the Shaw neighborhood a new way to celebrate the holiday. Urban Garden Brewing's arrival in the former Right Proper brewing location next to the Howard Theatre carries extra significance for the area, a historic hub of Black excellence and culture. But it's more than just fermented drinks: Collier puts her own twist on brews and mocktails, infusing them with floral flavors, botanicals, herbs and spices often found in the everyday garden -- the foundation of the brick-and-mortar business stands out on its own, but so do the flavors. The ribbon-cutting ceremony begins at 1 p.m., after which guests are invited to grab a beer and head to the garden patio, mingle throughout the brewery, dance to Go-Go spun by a live DJ, or build their own bouquet. It's an equal parts brewery, gathering space and Juneteenth party. 1 to 10 p.m. Free.
Juneteenth at the Anacostia Community Museum
Think double-Dutch ropes flying through the air, trumpets blaring from the stage and groups line dancing through the crowd while the Chuck Brown Band and Black Alley perform. That will be the vibe at the Anacostia Community Museum's 12-hour Juneteenth event. There will also be spoken-word performances, cooking demonstrations and spaces designed to feel like front porches during family cookouts (the food comes from local food trucks). Gardeners can join activities focused on planting and sustainability, and the museum will be open late for visitors to see its latest exhibition, "We Make History." Bring your skates for late-night rollerblading in the museum's parking lot with music from DJ Heat. In case of extreme weather, the festivities will move to Saturday. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free, registration recommended. anacostia.si.edu/juneteenth.
Juneteenth Freedom Day Celebration at National Harbor
You can mark the day by the water, too: National Harbor's Capital Canopy will be transformed into a marketplace featuring Black-owned businesses, live music and food vendors. If you stay long enough, you can catch a performance by Black Alley, which will be pulling double duty after performing at the Anacostia Community Museum. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free. nationalharbor.com. 
Juneteenth Jubilee at Shanklin Hall
The Shanklin Hall social club, on 18th Street NW, will be ground zero for lovers of Black American music in all forms, including hip-hop, R&B, funk, soul, deep house, NOLA bounce, Jersey club and Baltimore club. Both of the club's levels will be open for dancing, so you can move between floors to find the music that speaks to you. 10 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. $23.59-$51.84. posh.vip/e/juneteenth-jubilee-shanklin-hall-takeover.
Riot: Capital Pride Opening Party at Echostage
The biggest weekend of Pride Month gets underway with Capital Pride's official opening party at D.C.'s top dance club. The multitalented Bob the Drag Queen has the featured DJ set, and recent "RuPaul's Drag Race" winner Myki Meeks will perform, as will "an amazing lineup of the region's most talented performers and DJs." Open to 18 and older, and all proceeds benefit Capital Pride Alliance and the Pride365 Fund. 9 p.m. to 3:30 a.m. capitalpride.org. $41.55-$69.
Pride Day Party at Trade
Pride's official opening party is Friday night, but Trade gets a jump on the festivities by opening its doors at 2 p.m., so revelers can drop in for an early XL Happy Hour. Jaxknife Complex and Evry Pleasure take the stage with WessTheDJ at 7 p.m., before the weekly "RuPaul's Drag Race All-Stars" viewing party. DJs Khelan Bhatia and Matt Bailer are responsible for filling the dance floors. 2 p.m. Free.
50 years of Go-Go at the Bethesda Theatre
We're going to see many go-go celebrations this summer, as bands young and old commemorate 50 years since "Godfather of Go-Go" Chuck Brown began having his band keep the beat going and going between songs, so the crowd didn't have to stop dancing. The Bethesda Theatre hosts bands best known for the ferocious, driving rhythms of bounce beat that emerged among a newer generation of go-go musicians. TOB, TCB and Reaction Band perform at the concert, which offers standing room and theater seat tickets -- but who's going to stay in their seats for this show? 6 to 11 p.m. $45-$55.
Capital Pride Parade
For the third year in a row, the Capital Pride Parade will travel primarily down 14th Street NW, from Shaw to downtown. The parade begins at 14th and T streets NW at 3 p.m. and ends at Freedom Plaza, at 14th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW. The exact finish time depends on the number of contingents in the parade, but it usually ends around 8 p.m. Expect decorated floats and double-decker buses, marching bands, bead-tossing social groups, and a wide array of organizations. Singer David Archuleta and actress and trans activist Monroe Alise serve as the grand marshals. 
Crowds pack the sidewalks and restaurant patios along the route hours before the parade, especially between S Street and Thomas Circle, while viewing is easier as you get closer to Pennsylvania Avenue. Bars with air-conditioned views include ChurchKey and the Muni, both near 14th and Rhode Island Avenue. Those who want guaranteed seats can reserve space in the grandstand bleachers in Franklin Park, while accessible seating is also available near the starting line and in Thomas Circle. 3 to 8 p.m. capitalpride.org. Free; grandstand seats $40.
Capital Pride Family Fun Festival at Stead Park
A few blocks west of the parade route, the annual Family Fun Festival is a welcome pre-parade destination for families, with craft activities; games, including a splash pad and an inflatable obstacle course; story time; and such activities as glitter tattoos and hair tinsel stations. It's targeted at ages 2 to 10, but all families are welcome. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free; registration required.
Capital Pride 17th Street Block Party
A block party shuts down 17th Street between S and P streets NW, a strip of restaurants and bars in the heart of D.C.'s historic "Gayborhood." Grab a drink at an outdoor beer garden before watching drag shows or dancing in the street to a DJ. Patios, including JR's and Duke's Grocery, offer food and drink specials. Noon to 10 p.m. Free.
Fete de la Musique
The Georgetown French Market isn't the neighborhood's only annual tradition (loosely) inspired by France. Fete de la Musique, or "Make Music Day," is a summer solstice celebration that began in Paris in 1982, inviting anyone and everyone to make the streets ring out with live music. The Georgetown BID, Georgetown Heritage Arts and Villa Albertine, the French Institute for Culture and Education, are partnering up for the third edition of Georgetown's own Fete de la Musique. More than 40 musical acts, performing everything from Congolese funk to country to classical, are set to perform on more than 10 pop-up outdoor stages in Georgetown's commercial district, and at two stages within the French Embassy. Outdoor music is scheduled for 4 to 8 p.m., and performers at the French Embassy will play from 5 to 10 p.m. The outdoor concerts are free, but tickets are required for performances at the embassy. 4 to 10 p.m. Free for most performances. Embassy admission $5 for adults, free for children younger than 15.
Home Rule Music Festival at the Parks at Walter Reed
Now in its fifth year, this celebration of D.C.'s culture and community is focused on preserving the city's musical legacy, from funk to go-go to hip-hop and beyond. Along with performances, the festival includes art activations, a record fair and a kids zone. This year's cosmic theme is best represented by Sun Ra Arkestra, featuring the 102-year-old Marshall Allen. Go-go mainstays Trouble Funk and the Chuck Brown Band will be joined by hip-hop pioneers Brand Nubian, jazz modernist Melanie Charles and drummer Okyerema Asante at the leafy Parks at Walter Reed. Noon to 9 p.m. Free; $161.90 for VIP access.
Sally's Night at the National Air and Space Museum
As part of the Smithsonian's Solstice Celebration, the National Air and Space Museum honors pioneering astronaut Sally Ride and the contributions of women in STEM during "Sally's Night," with stargazing, planetarium shows, scavenger hunts, trivia, Lego displays and hands-on activities. 6 to 11 p.m. Free. Advance registration is required. 
Mixtape Pride Party at 9:30 Club
How many Pride parties would put together a playlist with Charlie XCX, Kenny Loggins, Robyn, Raye, Harry Styles, Sabrina Carpenter and Madonna? Not many. But that's why Mixtape has been a staple of Pride parties for 17 years. DJs Matt Bailer and Shea Van Horn seamlessly blend pop remixes, house, nu-disco, retro hits and indie into one irresistible groove. The duo is back at 9:30 Club for its annual Pride party, sharing the stage with an all-star cast of dancers. 10 p.m. 930.com. $45.65.
Rose Fest at Planet Wine
National Rose Day has passed, but fans of smooth-drinking pink wine can still celebrate this weekend. Del Ray's Planet Wine Shop is hosting Rose Fest on Saturday, a seated wine tasting on June 20 where you can try a whopping 30 still and sparkling pink wines. You can also add snacks such as smoked pimento cheese to your tasting by purchasing a platter from neighboring restaurants Evening Star and Hi-Fi Kitchen. If you find a favorite rose, the bottle shop is offering discounted bottles to take home. Noon to 2 p.m. and 3 to 5 p.m. $55.20.
'Freedom to Flip Out' at Lyman's Tavern
Lyman's Tavern on 14th Street NW was thinking outside the box when it decided to combine pinball and a Juneteenth celebration. Organizers acknowledge that pinball "isn't something many of us grew up around," but that lack of opportunity is what inspired this event and has kept it going into a second year. The day begins with two hours of open play, then moves into a more guided tutorial format and ends with a tournament and awards. All skill levels are invited to partake in the friendly competition, even if you've never touched a pinball machine. Kids younger than 10 play free. Free admission. 1 to 5 p.m. whut.org/events/2nd-annual-freedom-to-flip-out.
Fitness at Franklin Park
Do you take your daily walk through or past Franklin Park? Stop by anytime this morning through the end of July for free fitness classes designed to get your body moving while helping you reconnect with your neighborhood. There are three classes led by instructor Britt Dupree Daniels: a high-energy movement class, Pilates and a yoga session. So, choose your character, grab a spot on the lawn and bring a mat. While you're exercising, complimentary juice shots from Frutitive, a downtown D.C. plant-based vegan cafe, will keep participants refreshed. Live DJs will provide the soundtrack for the morning, keeping the energy high as people move between classes. And once the adrenaline wears off, there's still a chance to slow things down as guests can unwind with a cold plunge or sauna experience for $30. Each class runs about 30 to 40 minutes, so come prepared with a water bottle and a willingness to break a sweat. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., through July 25. Free, registration requested. 
Juneteenth Literary Jubilee & Black Author Book Fest at Planet Word
Planet Word Museum on 13th Street NW is giving a platform to Black local authors with a day of readings and book signings. The event will be led by award-winning poet and author Tony Keith Jr. Throughout the day, guests can snack on bites from SoFull Eats, make holiday-themed crafts and listen to the sounds of a West African drum ensemble. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free. planetwordmuseum.org.
Stanton Park Celebrates America's 250th
Capitol Hill's Stanton Park is named after Abraham Lincoln's secretary of war, but at its center sits an equestrian statue of Gen. Nathaniel Greene, a Revolutionary War hero who oversaw Continental Army forces in the Carolinas. The statue has been recently renovated, and will be unveiled during a day dedicated to the revolution. Meet reenactors, hear the fife and drum corps of the U.S. Army's 3rd Regiment, known as the "Old Guard" or play historic lawn games, while children can earn National Park Service Junior Rangers badges. After the unveiling ceremony, the Capitol Hill Restoration Society offers free walking tours of the historic neighborhood. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Hill Family Biking Littles Bike Ride at Eastern Market Metro Plaza
Calling all the littles -- ages 3 to 6 -- for their very own themed bike ride through Capitol Hill, beginning at Eastern Market. The Hill Family Biking series is rolling out a ride just for younger cyclists this weekend, giving kids a chance to practice their skills alongside other riders their age. Whether your little one is still mastering training wheels or has proudly graduated from them, this ride is designed with beginners in mind. The route is short and manageable, stretching about a half-mile for balance-bike riders and 1.3 miles for pedal bikers. To keep spirits high, a live band will play as riders make their way through the neighborhood. And for a little extra incentive, families can enter a fundraiser giveaway for the chance to win a free bike from Woom, the lightweight children's bike brand. Older siblings are welcome to join the ride, too, though organizers ask that they keep some distance and allow younger riders to stay within their age group. Parents planning to ride alongside their children should come on bikes as well as scooters are not allowed. 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Free.
Venus at Berhta
Whoa -- Rico Nasty, The Dare, Yaeji and Doss all in one place? This weekend, catch all four artists (and plenty more) at Berhta, the live music venue in Brentwood, where organizers are inviting everyone to "come be loved. come be hot. come be weird." Expect a full night of dancing, genre discovery and bouncing between three separate stages with their designated sound and energy. One moment you'll be listening to hip-hop and trap, and the next, dance-punk or electro-house. There's quite literally something for every friend in the group. When all that dancing catches up to you, food trucks will be on-site so you can happily refuel before heading back to the floor. All guests must be 21 or older. 4 p.m. $71.69.
Boots! Ego Boost at As You Are
Does your favorite pair of boots give you more confidence? Wear them -- or flowers or glitter tattoos -- to As You Are's Pride dance party, which draws its inspiration from PinkPanthress' hit "Stateside." DJ Bite Back spins dance-pop by all the pop girlies at the Barracks Row bar, which, unusually, is charging a $5 cover and selling tickets in advance. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. $5. 
'Truman and Tennessee: An Intimate Conversation' at the National Gallery of Art
As part of its "We Have Always Been Here" LGBTQ+ series, the National Gallery of Art screens "Truman and Tennessee: An Intimate Conversation," Lisa Immordino Vreeland's dual-documentary about the lives and cultural impact of Truman Capote and Tennessee Williams. It examines the friendship of the author and the playwright, as well as how their backgrounds as gay Southerners shaped their work. 2 p.m. Free.
Capital Pride Festival and Concert
Pop singer Maren Morris, "Drag Race" Season 18 winner Myki Meeks, rapper Leikeli47, '80s singer Lisa Lisa, and producer and DJ Harrison, known for his cover of "All the Things She Said" on the "Heated Rivalry" soundtrack, are featured at the annual Capital Pride Festival and Concert, which takes place across multiple blocks of Pennsylvania Avenue NW near the National Gallery of Art. The festival is packed with multiple stages for DJs and drag performers, family areas, and food and drink gardens. Hundreds of exhibitors, local businesses and vendors set up to advertise and hand out free swag. 
The concert takes place on the main stage in front of the U.S. Capitol throughout the day -- check the Pride website for a schedule -- and is followed by a dance party from 8 to 10 p.m. The concert and festival are free, but VIP packages offer up-close views of performances, free food and drinks from a private bar, and private restrooms. Sunday from noon to 10 p.m. capitalpride.org. Free; Pit Zone concert access $42.59-$63.48; VIP access $183.58-$303.68.
Juneteenth at Anacostia Park
The National Park Service is hosting its rendition of a Juneteenth celebration in Anacostia Park this weekend, bringing a theme of liberation to the park grounds. Begin the day by listening to stories of freedom led by park rangers, while you learn about the emancipation that went on in D.C., specifically in Anacostia and their efforts to end segregation. Next, you can create a tote bag with your own artistic interpretation of the theme, and take it home with you. If you're ready to move your feet, join a line for line dancing. Bring your friends and meet for all the festivities at the Anacostia Skating Pavilion. 3 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Singing in the Rain' at the National Gallery of Art
Throughout 2026, the National Gallery of Art is spotlighting "Treasures of American Cinema." After a recent dive into westerns in the East Building's auditorium, attention has turned to "Classic American Musicals." This weekend brings "Singing in the Rain," featuring Gene Kelly, Debbie Reynolds and Donald O'Connor singing and dancing their way through the 1952 film that topped AFI's survey of the "Greatest Movie Musicals." The series continues through July, including "Oklahoma!" (June 27), "Stormy Weather" (July 11) and "The Sound of Music" (July 25). 2 p.m. Free.
Puppies and Pilates in the Garden at Hook Hall
Downward dog? And, actually, pet a dog. Enjoy a traditional Pilates class with a bit of a twist, where puppies roam around your mat and water breaks quickly become opportunities to give belly rubs to the pup nearest to you. This is the kind of workout where it doesn't really matter whether you're a Pilates regular or someone who came solely for the dogs as all experience levels are welcome. The puppies, brought by Lucky Pup, will be free to mingle throughout the session, and if sharing a class with them isn't enough, guests will have dedicated time afterward to spend with the puppies in the garden. So, spend your morning getting a workout in (or at least pretending to) while surrounded by puppies. 9:45 to 11 a.m., through July 19. $45.
Txakfest at Pop Fizz Bar
Everything's coming up Basque at Pop Fizz Bar on Sunday, where the annual Txakfest celebrates Txakolina, the bright and slightly effervescent Spanish wine; dry and funky cidre; and the little pairing snacks known as pintxos. Taste a variety of drinks and nibbles during this tasting -- even try the stunt pour from the porron pitcher if you dare -- and take home bottles at a discounted price. Admission includes gratuity and tax. Noon to 3 p.m. $85.80.
Live at the Loop at the National Capital Trolley Museum
Bands, not antique streetcars, are the draw this Sunday at the National Capital Trolley Museum. The new Live at the Loop concert series features five local bands, headlined by Ty Braddock and the Loyal Inmates and Mystr Treefrog and Alphonso Coles, performing outdoors on the museum's trolley platform. The family-friendly day out includes food trucks and craft beverages, and picnic blankets and lawn chairs are welcome. Noon to 7:30 p.m. Tickets $25-$30 for adults; $15-$18 for ages 2 to 13, and free for children two and younger. 
Hot Spur at the Dew Drop Inn 
This is D.C.'s newest queer line dancing event, and really, all you need are a good pair of comfy shoes and a few friends. Doors open at 7 p.m., with the first lesson kicking off 30 minutes later. An instructor will guide dancers through the basics of line dancing, teaching steps, "sexy swaps" and routines set to songs you've almost certainly heard before. No experience is necessary, just a willingness to learn. If you miss the first lesson, don't worry, a second one begins at 8:30 p.m., giving you and your friends plenty of time to arrive, grab a drink and shake off the dance scaries before stepping onto the dance floor. And before the music starts, Hot Spur is giving guests the chance to request their favorite songs, so your favorite track may make an appearance sometime during the night. 7 to 10 p.m. $10.
Fairfax County Summer Entertainment Series begins
The Fairfax County Park Authority tries its hardest to keep everyone entertained over the summer, offering 124 free concerts, family shows, cultural festivals and outdoor movies at various parks through the end of August. The Summer Entertainment Series officially begins Wednesday with a pair of performances. Longtime kiddo favorite Rocknoceros takes the stage at the Frying Pan Park Visitors Center at 10 a.m. for fans of songs about brushing your teeth and riding your big wheel. In the evening, at Burke Lake Park, attention turns to the Roadducks, a Southern rock-and-blues outfit founded in Northern Virginia in 1976 that has gone on to tour with Stevie Ray Vaughn and Lynyrd Skynyrd, among others. The show runs from 7 to 8:30 p.m. See the full schedule here.
Sundae Social: A Summer Mental Health Gathering at Virginia Highlands Park
For those working in the mental health field, or simply just passionate about the topic, head to Highlands Park for an ice cream social built around conversations about mental health and community. The gathering offers a chance for therapists, counselors, advocates and those alike, to speak with others across the city, exchange resources and build relationships with people they may not have crossed paths with otherwise. Think networking, but with plenty of flavors of ice cream and fresh park air. Beyond the scoops, there will be lawn games for families, face painting for kids and plenty of space to sit, chat and enjoy the evening. 4:30 to 7 p.m. Free.
Dive in Movie Night of 'Batman vs. Superman' at Hedy's Rooftop Pool
Hotel Zena is bringing back its summer dive-in movie series, turning its rooftop pool into an open-air theater through September. This week's screening is "Batman v. Superman," which begins at 9 p.m., weather permitting. Whether you're floating in the pool, lounging poolside or planning a low-key date night with friends, the series offers a chance to catch films under the city skyline all summer long. There's also a bar if you need to unwind after a long workday before settling in for the movie. Each ticket includes a bag of popcorn and a beverage of your choice. If this week's superhero showdown isn't your thing, check out the rest of the Wednesday lineup to see what's playing later this summer. And if weather conditions take a turn for the worse, the screening will be canceled and tickets will be refunded. 9 to 11:30 p.m., through Sept. 9. $25.
Keiyaa at DC9
Keiyaa named her second album "Hooke's Law," a physics equation that holds, as she has explained in interviews, "a downward spiral is a loaded spring." The Chicago-born singer-songwriter-producer turns the world's negative kinetic energy -- from surviving under capitalism; from lovers, losers and landlords; from the expectations placed upon Black women -- and recasts it as postmodern soul music with beatcraft, synthscapes and vocalizations that defy expectations and push music forward. 7 p.m. $25.75.
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Washington Commanders
Jayden Daniels says he has 'a long way to go' with Commanders' new offense 
The third-year quarterback is trying to put a disappointing second season behind him, and his demeanor in minicamp has led the rest of the team to feel more enthusiastic. 

(Nick Wass/AP Photo/Nick Wass)


By Les Carpenter | 2026-06-17

Jayden Daniels, left, shares a handshake with wide receiver Dyami Brown. The Commanders quarterback says he's done talking about last year. (Nick Wass/Associated Press)


After the last full spring practice of what needs to be his redemptive season, Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels said he still has "a long way to go" in learning the team's new offense. 
His words may sound jarring, especially after the disaster of his second NFL season, which was ruined by injuries and the team's overall ineffectiveness. But given all the Commanders are trying to accomplish this offseason, with a new offense and new defense and new coordinators to run both of them, Daniels is probably close to where he should be in understanding the new system. Even if that's not where he eventually wants to be.
"I mean we only just installed how many [plays in] our practices?" Daniels said Wednesday afternoon. "I know we got a lot more to go but [we've] just built the foundation. You just continue to build off of it."
This has been one of the quietest Commanders springs in recent years, two months free of holdouts or big coaching changes or general intuitional dysfunction. Aside from the adjustment to the new offense and defense, the practices have seemed happy and drama-free. Coaches and players alike talk about how optimistic the atmosphere is around the voluntary practices and this week's mandatory minicamp. 
A lot of that has been attributed to a healthy and wiser Daniels, who says repeatedly that the ruined season following his extraordinary rookie year "matured" him. The quarterback's demeanor has led the rest of them to feel more enthusiastic, they say. 
Earlier this week, Commanders Coach Dan Quinn was asked how Daniels has impressed him this offseason. Quinn didn't hesitate to answer. 
"I think it's his ability to quickly process [the new offense]" Quinn said. 
The system, created by new offensive coordinator David Blough, who was the assistant quarterbacks coach the previous two years, is heavy on running plays and requires the quarterback to stand under center a lot, an adjustment from the shotgun formation that Daniels is accustomed to running. 
Quinn said he feels that Daniels has grasped well the things the coaches have asked of him this spring. That, he added, has made everything much better for the rest of the team. 

Coach Dan Quinn says Daniels has impressed him with his ability to process the new offense. (Nick Wass/AP)


"I think it forces the other players to elevate quickly too, knowing that he's really on his game," Quinn said. "So, when we check a play [or] we work different cadences, [or] different personnel groups they better [be in the proper place] because we can count on [Daniels] and [backup quarterback] Marcus [Mariota]to be in that same space." 
He described the fast tempo with which Daniels and Mariota are operating this spring as "a hidden advantage for us," and puts everyone ahead as they try to install most of the new offense next month in training camp.
Daniels was not in a reflective mood on Wednesday. His answers to questions were curt and almost dismissive. 
When asked what lessons he had taken from last year into this spring he snapped, "I'm done talking about last year."
Asked later about his personal goals for this season he said, "Win football games."
Quinn said the coaches have gone through last season with Daniels, discussing the injuries and the disappointments.
"We talked about a lot of them [including] which parts of last year to we want to kick in the [butt] and get rid of and which ... [lessons] do you want to bring forward? Not just for [this season] but for moving forward."
Thursday is the last day of the Commanders' minicamp and the team's practice will be brief. Washington's offseason program essentially ended Wednesday afternoon. Daniels said he plans to spend the next month studying the new offense and inviting several of the receivers to his home in California for a practice session. 
He said he is excited about the way the receivers have developed and absorbed the new offense along with him. He added that all of them "are willing to work."
But when asked who will go to California and when they will practice he said, "You'll see it on social media or something."
Otherwise, he has only one goal for the next month, "Get better," he said.
Which really didn't say much about what is going on in the mind of the Commanders most important player as he heads toward his most important season.
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