
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Saturday, June 27, 2026

      

      
        
          	
            Articles
          
          	27
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Articles

      
        Ukraine unleashes one of its heaviest drone bombardments of Russia
      

      
        US strikes Iran in response to a drone attack on a ship
      

      
        Judge holds prosecutors in Charlie Kirk murder case in contempt for comments about the defendant
      

      
        Buttigieg was briefly separated from his children after police say he was target of false report
      

      
        Disagreements between Supreme Court Justices Alito and Sotomayor bubble into public view
      

      
        Ex-national security adviser John Bolton pleads guilty to illegally retaining classified information
      

      
        With US, Canada and Mexico through, the World Cup knockout round hinges on who finishes third
      

      
        Happy birthday, 2000 Year Old Man. Mel Brooks is turning 100
      

      
        Heat catches Europe's fashion industry unprepared as models face the sun in fur and wool
      

      
        Saks officially emerges from Chapter 11 bankruptcy with less debt and a new name
      

      
        OpenAI and Anthropic limit new AI models to Trump-approved customers during cybersecurity review
      

      
        A large, harmless asteroid will zip past Earth this weekend
      

      
        988's LGBTQ+ hotline to relaunch this year. But the group that helped start it might be excluded
      

      
        St. Bernard dogs still roam the Swiss Alps as part of this 'living museum' and its breeding program
      

      
        A Trump commission urges 'bridges' between church and state in sweeping draft report
      

      
        Leon XIV dice que la guerra "nunca sera bendecida por Dios" al inicio de reunion de cardenales
      

      
        Agencia de EEUU cancela contrato de rastreo telefonico tras inquietudes de legisladores
      

      
        Gracie the Giraffe
      

      
        NHL draft
      

      
        Israel and Lebanon sign framework agreement with US in 'first step' toward peace, Rubio says
      

      
        Houses destroyed, Venezuelans look for places to sleep
      

      
        How to help people impacted by the earthquakes
      

      
        Members of the National Guard walking in the lobby of Union Station in Washington, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)
      

      
        DC reaches court settlement with man detained while protesting troops' patrol with Darth Vader song
      

      
        Complaint seeks answers on Scouting America's transgender policy after Pentagon deal
      

      
        Cape Verde head coach Bubista waves a flag while being carried on the shoulder of Jovane Cabral (7) during the World Cup Group H soccer match between Cape Verde and Saudi Arabia in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
      

      
        Rainbow flags dot Iran and Egypt's match as Seattle celebrates Pride during the World Cup
      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    World News

    Ukraine unleashes one of its heaviest drone bombardments of Russia




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers put out a fire at a building destroyed after a Russian strike on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Rescue workers put out a fire at a building destroyed after a Russian strike on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo, provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters extinguish a fire in a residential building following a Russian drone attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Friday, June 26, 2026. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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            In this photo, provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters extinguish a fire in a residential building following a Russian drone attack in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Friday, June 26, 2026. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo, provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters extinguish a fire in a residential building following a Russian drone attack in Sumy region, Ukraine, Friday, June 26, 2026. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)]
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            In this photo, provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters extinguish a fire in a residential building following a Russian drone attack in Sumy region, Ukraine, Friday, June 26, 2026. (Ukrainian Emergency Service via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rescue workers put out a fire at a building destroyed after a Russian strike on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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            Rescue workers put out a fire at a building destroyed after a Russian strike on Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        Ukraine launched a major nighttime attack on a dozen Russian regions, Russian-held Crimea and the surrounding seas, Moscow's Defense Ministry said Friday, in what appeared to be one of Kyiv's biggest drone assaults since the Kremlin's full-scale invasion more than four years ago.
Russian air defenses intercepted 660 Ukrainian drones, Russia's Defense Ministry said. The previous biggest Ukrainian attack over the past year, as Ukraine has accelerated its drone development, involved 556 drones on May 17.
In an effort to turn the tables on Russia's grinding war of attrition, Ukrainian long-range drones have been battering oil production and energy facilities behind the front line and deep inside Russia. 
The campaign has choked Russian fuel supplies and military deliveries, stalling Moscow's efforts on the battlefield, Western officials and analysts say, and has heaped pressure on Russian President Vladimir Putin.

    
A Russian chemical plant is reportedly hit
Initial damage reports from Russia after the overnight attack provided scant information. Russia's Defense Ministry usually doesn't say what was targeted in Ukraine's drone attacks, nor does it detail any damage.
Russian independent online outlet Astra reported that a chemical plant and a hydroelectric plant in Novomoskovsk were attacked and caught fire. The Associated Press couldn't independently verify the report, and there was no official confirmation.



    
        




    




Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin reported that 47 Ukrainian drones were downed as they flew toward the Russian capital. He did not report any casualties or damage.

    
        
    
Ukraine's Security Service said it used drones to strike Russian navy ships and air defense radars in Kerch, an important port city in Crimea.
The targets were two reconnaissance and minelaying ships, the Volga and the Vyatka, and the cargo-passenger ferry Petropavlovsk, the agency said, claiming that the strikes started a large fire. The claim could not be independently verified.

    
Zelenskyy hints at a 40-day blitz of Russia
The major attack came hours after Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on X that he had ordered "a 40-day influence operation," believed to mean an escalation of attacks, aimed at "compelling (Russia) to end the war" after U.S. peace efforts over the past year yielded no breakthrough.
Still, as they have occasionally in the past, Russia and Ukraine exchanged prisoners of war, with 160 from each side returning home on Friday, officials said.
Ukraine has racked up a list of successful strikes, including hitting targets in Moscow and St. Petersburg.
Zelenskyy said he got further promises of foreign support when he attended a recent summit of G7 leaders, including from U.S. President Donald Trump, and that the promised aid will help Ukraine step up its effort to force Putin to the negotiating table.
A NATO summit next month could be another key moment in beefing up Ukraine's military.

    
        
    
Russian attacks killed 3 civilians and wounded 29, Ukraine says
Two people were killed and seven were wounded in Russian attacks on the northeastern Kharkiv region over the previous 24 hours, regional head Oleh Syniehubov said Friday. 
Russian forces struck the city of Kharkiv and 16 other settlements across the region, Syniehubov added.
On Friday morning, another Russian drone attack on downtown Izium, a city in the Kharkiv region, killed a woman and wounded three other people, emergency services said. 
Attacks in the capital, Kyiv, the southern Odesa and Zaporizhzhia regions, and Sumy in the northeast, also left at least 19 people wounded, including a 9-year-old, according to authorities. Some of the Russian attacks used powerful glide bombs and also targeted gas stations.
Ukraine's defenses overnight stopped 174 of 189 Russian drones, the Ukrainian air force said. However, four of seven Iskander-M ballistic missiles that were fired got through air defenses and struck various locations, it said.

    
No Russian military buildup seen on border with Belarus, Ukraine says
Russia is expanding several of its military sites deep inside Belarus, but there is no buildup of forces near the Ukrainian border, a State Border Guard Service spokesman said Friday.
Russia launched its 2022 invasion of Ukraine from Belarus, which borders both countries, and Kyiv has kept a close watch on developments there during the war.

Ukrainian intelligence units have detected no grouping or reinforcement of Russian units, equipment or personnel close to the border, spokesman Andrii Demchenko said in remarks to Ukrainian television.

    
However, Russia has a growing number of training grounds, bases and other sites deeper inside the country, according to intelligence units.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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    US strikes Iran in response to a drone attack on a ship
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            Describing the U.S. response to a drone strike that President Donald Trump blamed on Iran, the president said one got through unnoticed and struck a ship on Thursday.
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            The officials did not share details on the agreement that was signed by Yechiel Leiter, the Israeli ambassador to the U.S., and Nada Hamadeh, ambassador of Lebanon to the U.S.
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            President Donald Trump declined to say whether Iran will face consequences for allegedly violating its ceasefire with the U.S., saying Friday, "You'll find out," after accusing Tehran of carrying out a drone attack on a cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz.
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            Several tankers have made their way out of the Strait of Hormuz using a new route promoted by a U.N. maritime agency. Iran has threatened vessels using the path, which runs along the coast of Oman.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents swim in the waters of the Strait of Hormuz as a small motorboat passes cargo ships and other commercial vessels offshore near Bandar Abbas, Iran, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)]
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            Residents swim in the waters of the Strait of Hormuz as a small motorboat passes cargo ships and other commercial vessels offshore near Bandar Abbas, Iran, Wednesday, June 17, 2026. (Amirhosein Khorgooi/ISNA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People photograph the Dubai Fountain with skyscrapers in the background outside Dubai Mall on the first day of the Eid al-Adha holiday in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)]
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            People photograph the Dubai Fountain with skyscrapers in the background outside Dubai Mall on the first day of the Eid al-Adha holiday in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Destroyed buildings in a village in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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            Destroyed buildings in a village in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, June 26, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            President Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, June 26, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. struck Iran on Friday in response to a drone attack a day earlier on a cargo ship in the Strait of Hormuz. It's the most significant test yet to an interim understanding reached a week ago by the two countries to begin working to end their months-long war and reopen the pivotal waterway.
U.S. President Donald Trump said the drone attack violated the ceasefire. The strikes came shortly after Trump told reporters, "You'll find out," whether the U.S. would respond.
U.S. Central Command said the military struck missile and drone locations and coastal radar sites in Iran.
"I don't like the fact that they took a shot yesterday, actually four of them," Trump said at the White House shortly before the U.S. struck back. When asked why there would be strikes when Trump has insisted talks with Tehran are going well, Trump said of Iran: "They're a little bit different."

    
He then abruptly cut off questions and reporters were ushered out of his office.
Ebrahim Azizi, who heads the Iranian parliament's national security commission, responded to Trump on social media earlier Friday, saying, "the Strait of Hormuz is governed by Iran, so: Respect the rules" and to "not mistake control for escalation."



    
        




    




"This is not a violation of the ceasefire; it is ceasefire management," Azizi wrote.
Friday evening, Vice President JD Vance said on social media that Iran should "pick up the phone" if there are disagreements about the ceasefire agreement. 
"But violence will be met with violence," Vance said.

    
        
    
Strikes conclude an hour later
The U.S. strikes on Iran concluded about an hour after U.S. Central Command announced the military action on social media, a U.S. official with knowledge of the situation told The Associated Press. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing military operation.
The British military said on Thursday that a container ship was hit by a projectile off the coast of Oman, coming hours after Iran threatened vessels to stop using the route. The United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said no injuries were reported.
The development came during a fragile time for the U.S. and Iran as they work to negotiate a permanent end to the war. Iran has increasingly challenged the region and the U.S. over its control of the Strait of Hormuz, even with the current interim deal it reached with the U.S. last week.

    
The attack on the cargo ship happened while a United Nations maritime agency was beginning an operation to move stranded ships out of the strait this week, using an alternative route, hugging the shores of Oman rather than sailing through the central part of the strait. 

    
        
    
The International Maritime Organization halted the evacuations after the attack and said on Friday they won't resume until there are guarantees that the other ships won't be attacked. 
About 115 ships were able to move out of the strait in recent days, leaving about 500 still in the area, said Arsenio Dominguez, the agency's secretary-general.
The opening of the alternative passage through the strait was expected to relieve pressure on the world economy and remove Iran's main source of leverage in ongoing peace talks with the U.S. 
The U.S. and Iran are still negotiating terms of the deal, including issues such as getting ships through the key strait and addressing the future of Iran's stockpile of highly enriched uranium. Under the interim deal, the two sides have 60 days to work out the details. 

    
Cargo ship attack poses a test for shipping
Shipping analysts said the drone strike cast a shadow over what had been a growing stream of trapped vessels finally leaving the Gulf and an increasing flow of tankers carrying crude oil.
"A week of widening commercial confidence in the Strait of Hormuz has hit its first significant test," said marine data company Windward on X. It said that while the strait remains operationally open with 43 transits recorded after the incident, "the pace of normalization has slowed."
On Wednesday before Thursday's drone strike, 78 vessels transited the strait, the highest since the war began, although below the prewar averages of 130 or more per day. 

    
At least two tankers reversed course while attempting to transit the strait on the U.N.-backed route near Oman after Iran insisted vessels use only the Teheran-approved routes, according to marine data and analytic firm Lloyd's List Intelligence.
More than two dozen ships were still transiting the strait's southern route after the attack, Lloyd's said Friday. 

    
Lebanon and Israel make a step toward peace 
Ambassadors from Israel and Lebanon announced an agreement Friday described as a step toward peace following months of conflict between Israeli troops and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
Nada Hamadeh, Lebanon's ambassador to the U.S., called the framework a move toward "enabling our people to go back to their land and allowing all Lebanese to live in peace, security, and prosperity."
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the plan was a "great achievement" for Israel. 
"The most important thing, first and foremost, is that Israel will remain in the security zone in southern Lebanon," he said, adding that they will stay until Hezbollah is disarmed and no longer poses a threat to Israel.
___

Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Associated Press writers Ben Finley, Michelle L. Price and Josh Boak in Washington, David McHugh in Frankfurt, Germany, and John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio, contributed to this report. 
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    Judge holds prosecutors in Charlie Kirk murder case in contempt for comments about the defendant




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fourth District Court Judge Tony Graf in Provo listens during a hearing for Tyler Robinson, accused in the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk, in 4th District Court in Provo, Utah, on Friday, June 12, 2026. (Francisco Kjolseth /The Salt Lake Tribune via AP, Pool)]
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            Fourth District Court Judge Tony Graf in Provo listens during a hearing for Tyler Robinson, accused in the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk, in 4th District Court in Provo, Utah, on Friday, June 12, 2026. (Francisco Kjolseth /The Salt Lake Tribune via AP, Pool)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tyler Robinson, accused in the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk, appears during a hearing in 4th District Court in Provo, Utah, on Friday, June 12, 2026. (Francisco Kjolseth /The Salt Lake Tribune via AP, Pool)]
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            Tyler Robinson, accused in the fatal shooting of Charlie Kirk, appears during a hearing in 4th District Court in Provo, Utah, on Friday, June 12, 2026. (Francisco Kjolseth /The Salt Lake Tribune via AP, Pool)
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            MATTHEW BROWN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The Utah judge in the murder case over Charlie Kirk's killing held prosecutors in contempt of court on Friday over comments they made to media organizations about defendant Tyler Robinson.
Judge Tony Graf said the comments violated his restrictions on what the two sides can say about the case outside of court.
But Graf denied a defense request to take the death penalty off the table as a sanction for the violation. He said the problem could instead be resolved through the screening and questioning process for potential jurors, which is intended to weed out people who could be biased about the case.
Robinson has not yet entered a plea. The 23-year-old from southwestern Utah is charged with aggravated murder in the Sept. 10 assassination of Kirk, an ally of President Donald Trump who was shot in the neck while addressing a crowd of thousands at Utah Valley University. 

    
Defense attorneys had accused Deputy Utah County Attorney Christopher Ballard of trying to influence potential jurors by going on a "media tour" to talk about ballistics evidence in the case. Ballard also said prosecutors had enough evidence to show Robinson murdered Kirk.
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[image: Charlie Kirk hands out hats before speaking at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Utah campus where Charlie Kirk was shot provided less security than other venues as he toured nation
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The crowd reacts after Charlie Kirk, the CEO and co-founder of the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA, is shot at the Utah Valley University Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, in Orem, Utah. (Tess Crowley/The Deseret News via AP)]
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[image: This combination of images gathered in September 2025 from social media posts shows AI-generated content depicting conservative activist Charlie Kirk. (Religion News Service via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Charlie Kirk's AI resurrection ushers in a new era of digital grief
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Legal experts had said blocking the death penalty would have been an extreme remedy. Graf said it would have been "grossly disproportionate" to the misconduct.
Ballard argued that he had a right to speak to the press to correct misinformation about a preliminary finding by ballistics experts.

    
        
    
Those experts' initial tests did not match the bullet fragment with a gun that investigators believe was used to kill Kirk. That spurred stories by some publications raising questions about the prosecution's case: A March 30 headline in the U.K.-based Daily Mail reported that the bullet that killed Kirk "did NOT match" the rifle investigators say was used to kill Kirk.
Ballard said he was trying to "set the record straight," when he told media organizations the ballistics tests were inconclusive to determine whether the bullet was fired from the suspected murder weapon.

    
Conjecture over that evidence fueled unsubstantiated conspiracy theories that there might have been a second shooter, or that Kirk's death was staged. Attorneys on both sides have raised concerns that the misinformation and extensive media attention could taint the potential jury pool. 

    
        
    
Graf said the comments about the bullet did not violate the court's rules, but that Ballard went too far when he went on to say that prosecutors had "ample evidence to demonstrate beyond a reasonable doubt that Tyler Robinson committed this murder."
The judge said those additional public statements possessed a "substantial likelihood" of prejudicing the case.
The judge added that the comments were not made out of any malicious desire by prosecutors to taint the jury pool, and that his ruling had nothing to do with the charges against Robinson. 
"Its sole purpose is enforcement of a narrowly tailored publicity order governing attorney conduct," Graf said.

Authorities have said DNA consistent with Robinson's was found on the trigger of the rifle, the fired cartridge casing, two unfired cartridges and a towel used to wrap the rifle.
The Associated Press left telephone and email messages seeking comment from prosecutors and Robinson's lawyers.
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    Buttigieg was briefly separated from his children after police say he was target of false report




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks at the National Action Network (NAN) Convention in New York on April 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Former Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks at the National Action Network (NAN) Convention in New York on April 10, 2026. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg was the target of an anonymous report that police determined was false and that he says forced him to spend a night away from his four-year-old twins.
According to Buttigieg, a Michigan State Police officer and a child protective services worker came to his home in Traverse City after they received an anonymous report alleging he posed a danger to his children. Authorities arranged forensic interviews for his twins and instructed him not to be alone with them until the interviews were complete.
Buttigieg described the 24-hour ordeal in a Substack post as "among the darkest hours of my life."
Michigan State Police said in a statement to The Associated Press they received an "anonymous report" and that they and child protective services "responded and determined the report was false."

    
Buttigieg said investigators told him the anonymous caller claimed he had confessed years earlier to violent crimes during a chance meeting in Alabama. Buttigieg said he had never been to the town where the meeting allegedly occurred. 
He said police told him the allegation would not be referred to prosecutors and that they believed it to be politically motivated, while Child Protective Services found nothing to substantiate the report.



    
        




    




"I cannot describe the mix of rage and sadness that I feel at the idea that someone brought our children into this," writes Buttigieg. "They are four years old. Four. They do not know or care what a Democrat or a Republican is."

    
        
    
Buttigieg, who is widely viewed as a potential Democratic presidential candidate in 2028, has long been the target of anti-LGBTQ attacks.
In recent years, conservative activists and some Republican officials have opposed efforts to portray same-sex parents as ordinary families in schools and public life. June -- widely recognized as Pride Month -- is Strong Families Month in Alabama, intended to coincide with Father's Day. Gov. Kay Ivey's proclamation says fathers are "the head of the household" and "homes led by a father and mother provide children with the structure and discipline necessary to succeed throughout life."

    
Buttigieg wrote that the incident occurred soon after he shared photos of his family online for Father's Day.
Buttigieg drew criticism from some Republicans for taking paternity leave after he and his husband, Chasten, adopted their twins while he was serving in the Biden administration. Buttigieg also wrote that he has faced death threats during his career.
"But this is the ugliest thing that has happened to me since my career in service began," he wrote.

Public officials from across the political spectrum have increasingly been targeted by swatting, which is the act of making a false call to emergency services to prompt a response at a particular address. The goal is to get authorities, particularly a SWAT team, to show up. Law enforcement agencies have warned that the incidents divert resources from other pressing tasks and pose risks to both law enforcement and the victims.
Buttigieg said the incident reflected a broader escalation in political attacks.
"Everyone knows politics is ugly these days," he wrote. "It's always been ugly, but now it feels more and more like bloodsport."
"Even so, this is different."
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    Disagreements between Supreme Court justices bubble into public view as major rulings loom




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination photo shows Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Sept 16, 2024, in New York, left, and Justice Samuel Alito in Rome, Sept. 20, 2025. (AP Photo)]
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            By 
            LINDSAY WHITEHURST and FATIMA HUSSEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court is handing down major opinions at a rapid clip, but even with some of the biggest decisions yet to come, there are signs of tension as the justices near the end of the term.
A misunderstanding led to a highly unusual exchange for the restrained and traditional atmosphere after the nation's highest court took the bench Thursday to hand down their decisions. Those rulings included two major immigration wins for President Donald Trump.
After conservative Justice Samuel Alito finished his reading of the majority's ruling limiting how people can seek asylum at the southern border, liberal Justice Sonia Sotomayor spoke up to read from her biting dissent.
She traced the difficult journey many asylum seekers face and outlined a painful chapter in the country's history: When the U.S. and other countries turned back a ship full of Jewish refugees attempting to flee persecution in Nazi Germany in 1939. About 250 of those passengers later died in the Holocaust.

    
Sotomayor, the first Latina justice, said the majority's opinion would allow the Trump administration to block people from applying for asylum at the border, which would result in more deaths. The decision "regrettably and tragically extinguishes the light of the torch of the Statue of Liberty."



    
        




    




Justice Brett Kavanaugh watched her intently as she spoke, while Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson looked straight ahead. 

    
        
    
Majority opinions are always read from the bench and dissenters can speak up as well to underscore their objections, which typically happens in few cases every term. Additional rulings are expected on Monday. 
Sotomayor's spoken dissent, however, appeared to be a surprise for Alito. In a very rare move, he spoke off the cuff. He sounded surprised and frustrated, saying he would have added more detail to his summary if he'd known about plans to speak. 

    
The confusion turned out to be a misunderstanding on Alito's part; Sotomayor's chambers had passed along word of her plan.
For the conservative majority, the case was about whether the law allows border officials can delay asylum seekers' entry into the U.S. "until they can be processed in a safe and orderly way," not about the wisdom of the policy itself. 
Out loud, Alito defended his opinion by noting that the policy at the center of the case had been used under both the Obama and Trump administrations. "I won't add anything more to that," he said.
The exchange comes during the court's busiest time of the year, as the justices prepare to release opinions next week on some of the biggest issues of the term, and Trump's presidency so far. Those include his push to restrict birthright citizenship and expand the president's power to fire board members at independent agencies.
Supreme Court justices have spoken publicly about their cordial working relationships and regular lunches as a group where they set aside cases to talk and share each other's company. And while there are ideological splits between the court's conservative majority and its liberal wing, they also decide many cases unanimously, including one this month about the Second Amendment rights of marijuana users. 

    
Still, it isn't the first time unusual tensions have surfaced this term. Sotomayor issued a rare public apology in April to another justice, Brett Kavanaugh, for what she termed "hurtful comments." She had said during a law school talk that a colleague "probably doesn't really know any person who works by the hour."

In another public appearance in March, Kavanaugh and Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson sparred over the many emergency orders the court had issued allowing Trump to move ahead with key parts of his agenda. 
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    Ex-national security adviser John Bolton pleads guilty to illegally retaining classified information
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            Bolton's plea agreement with the Justice Department may enable him to avoid time behind bars, but the judge ultimately will decide his punishment. The agreement includes Bolton paying a fine of $2.25 million.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former Trump administration national security adviser John Bolton departs the U.S. District Court in Greenbelt, Md., Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]
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            Former Trump administration national security adviser John Bolton departs the U.S. District Court in Greenbelt, Md., Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)
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                                        GREENBELT, Md. (AP) -- Former Trump administration national security adviser John Bolton pleaded guilty on Friday to illegally retaining classified information, sealing a deal with federal prosecutors that could allow him to avoid a prison term. 
Bolton, who became an outspoken critic of President Donald Trump after serving in the Republican's first administration, is scheduled to be sentenced on Oct. 28 by U.S. District Judge Theodore Chuang in Greenbelt, Maryland.
Bolton, 77, of Bethesda, Maryland, pleaded guilty to a single count of illegally retaining national defense information, which carries a maximum sentence of 10 years. His plea agreement with the Justice Department may enable him to avoid time behind bars, but the judge ultimately will decide his punishment.
Trump celebrated the plea on his social media platform late Friday, calling Bolton a "terrible person" and writing, "Hopefully, he will be dealt with harshly!"

    
The plea agreement recommends capping any prison sentence at five years, but the judge isn't bound by that part of the deal. Bolton, who also agreed to pay a fine of $2.25 million, can withdraw his guilty plea if the judge imposes a longer prison sentence or a larger fine.



    
        




    




Bolton must pay half of the fine within five days of his plea and the balance within 90 days. He agreed to forfeit his retirement pay for his federal service. The plea deal also requires him to submit to a debriefing with federal intelligence officials and perform up to 100 hours of community service.

    
        
    
After a prosecutor read aloud a summary of his offenses, Bolton agreed that it was accurate.
"I'm sorry for it," he told the judge.
Defense attorney Abbe Lowell said Bolton "did what real leaders do" by pleading guilty.
"He took responsibility for a mistake he made, thereby saving the government resources to pursue a case that could expose additional sensitive information," Lowell said in a statement after the hearing.

    
U.S. Attorney Kelly O. Hayes, the top federal prosecutor for Maryland, said Bolton knew how to properly handle and store classified information.
"He also knew the damage to national security that could be caused by mishandling that sensitive information. Nevertheless, as Mr. Bolton just admitted, he put our national security at grave risk in violation of the law," Hayes told reporters.
Bolton was charged last October with 18 counts of either retaining or disseminating classified information, including diary-like notes that he shared with relatives as he wrote a memoir about his career in government.
Other Trump adversaries have been charged with federal crimes during his second term in the White House. While some of those cases have collapsed under judicial scrutiny and amid claims of political retribution, Bolton didn't mount a vigorous defense against his charges before cutting a deal.
FBI agents searched Bolton's Maryland home and Washington, D.C., office last August, but the investigation began before Trump returned to the White House in January 2025.
Bolton served as national security adviser for more than a year in Trump's first administration before getting pushed out in 2019. He later published a book called "The Room Where it Happened" that presented an unflattering portrait of Trump's leadership.

    
The Trump administration fought unsuccessfully to block the book's release, claiming it contained classified information that could jeopardize national security. Trump derided Bolton as a "crazy" warmonger who would have led the country into "World War Six."
Bolton's indictment focused on notes that he shared with his wife and daughter rather than the contents of his book. After sending one document, Bolton wrote in a message to his relatives, "None of which we talk about!!!" In response, one of his relatives wrote, "Shhhhh," prosecutors said.
Bolton shared over 1,000 pages of diary-style information about his daily duties as national security adviser with his family members, according to a court filing accompanying his guilty plea. There is no evidence that his relatives shared the information with anybody else.


    
However, sometime after Bolton left government service, a hacker linked to Iran accessed classified information from Bolton's personal email account, the court filing says. Bolton directed a representative to notify U.S. officials about the hacked account in 2021.
___ Associated Press writer Eric Tucker contributed to this report.
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    With US, Canada and Mexico through, the World Cup knockout round hinges on who finishes third




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: United States' Christian Pulisic walks off the field after a World Cup Group D soccer match against Turkey in Inglewood, Calif., near Los Angeles, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]
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[image: Netherlands' Memphis Depay tries to reach the ball in front of the goal during the World Cup Group F soccer match between Tunisia and the Netherlands in Kansas City, Mo., Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)]
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[image: Japan's Junya Ito (14) and Sweden's Ken Sema (13) battle for the ball during the World Cup Group F soccer match between Japan and Sweden in Arlington, Texas, near Dallas, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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[image: Curacao's Sontje Hansen (12) and Curacao's Jeremy Antonisse (11) embrace after the World Cup Group E soccer match between Curacao and Ivory Coast in Philadelphia, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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[image: Netherlands fans cheer before the World Cup Group F soccer match between Tunisia and the Netherlands in Kansas City, Mo., Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)]
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                                        As group play winds down at the World Cup, the biggest intrigue might not be who finishes first in a four-team group.
It's who finishes third.
Teams that are first and second in their groups move on automatically to the Round of 32. The United States, Canada and Mexico, co-hosts of the tournament, have all advanced, along with France, Germany, Brazil, Norway and others.
The U.S. will face Bosnia-Herzegovina on Wednesday in Santa Clara, California, while Canada heads to Southern California to face South Africa on Sunday. Other marquee matchups are set, including Morocco versus the Netherlands, Japan versus Brazil and Norway versus Ivory Coast.
Third place is no guarantee. The eight best third-place teams also get in, with ties broken by goal differential and goals scored, if necessary.
Teams with four points -- a win, a draw and a loss -- almost certainly will make the Round of 32. Bosnia-Herzegovina, Sweden and Ecuador already advanced that way, and Paraguay is poised to join that group, which would mean four qualifiers left.

    
That leaves eight other third-place teams for the final four spots, including Senegal, which routed Iraq 5-0. Others with three points are also hoping for the best.



    
        




    




"I personally didn't want to end up in this kind of situation, where we have to wait and see if we will reach the knockouts," South Korea forward Son Heung-min said. "It's disappointing that we didn't get the outcome we deserved, considering the amount of hard work we've done, but it's out of our hands now and we will have to accept our fate, whatever it will be."
Some matches to watch closely Friday night on the third-place front:

    
        
    
Group G
Egypt (four points) vs. Iran (two points): Egypt would likely be a third-place qualifier even with a loss, provided that loss isn't by a ton of goals. Iran would be heavily favored to advance as a third-place team with a draw. (Belgium and New Zealand each has a mathematically possible chance of finishing third in Group G.)

    
        
    
Group H
Cape Verde (two points) vs. Saudi Arabia (one point): Cape Verde will advance (as a first- or second-place team) with a win. The Saudis need a win to advance, as well.
Uruguay (two points) vs. Spain (four points): Uruguay would likely qualify as a third-place team with a draw. If it loses, it goes home.
Here are the Round of 32 matchups already set:

    
US vs. Bosnia-Herzegovina, July 1
The Americans had their powerful momentum from two consecutive victories stalled in the loss to Turkey. But in the knockout round, they'll face a Bosnia-Herzegovina team that is 62nd in the FIFA rankings -- the lowest-ranked World Cup qualifier from Europe. Bosnia finished third in Group B with four points. U.S. star Christian Pulisic entered as a substitute in the second half against Turkey. He had not played since leaving an opening win over Paraguay at halftime with a calf injury. "We play every game like a knockout game," said U.S. midfielder Sebastian Berhalter, who scored against Turkey. "You saw that in our intensity and the way we worked. For us, it's keep doing what we've been doing."

    
South Africa vs. Canada, June 28
These nations have already made history. It'll be the first time both are in the knockout stage of the World Cup. Co-host Canada advanced as runner-up in Group B with four points -- one win, one draw and one loss. South Africa was runner-up in Group A, also with four points, including a surprising win over South Korea. 
Brazil vs. Japan, June 29
Japan advanced as Group F runner-up with a hard fought 1-1 draw against Sweden and the Samurai Blue's reward is a knockout match against five-time World Cup champion Brazil. It'll be a full-circle moment for Japan, which welcomed Brazilian soccer legend Zico in 1991. He was brought in to professionalize the country's new domestic league and support Japan's successful bid to co-host the World Cup in 2002. Now, the Japanese have a chance to show how far they've come against a country that has set the standard.
Netherlands vs. Morocco, June 29
The Netherlands won Group F after a draw with Japan and outscoring Sweden and Tunisia by a combined 8-2. Morocco went unbeaten to finish second in Group C in pursuit of becoming the first African winner of the World Cup. Morocco reached the semifinals four years ago in Qatar.

    
Norway vs. Ivory Coast, June 30

It would have taken beating favored France for Norway to win Group I. Instead, coach Stale Solbakken opted to rest Erling Haaland and all but one starter. That sets up a matchup against the Ivory Coast at the Dallas Cowboys' stadium in Arlington, Texas, on Tuesday.
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here.
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    Happy birthday, 2000 Year Old Man. Mel Brooks is turning 100
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            Mel Brooks, the madcap creator of "The Producers," "Young Frankenstein" and the 2000 Year Old Man, celebrates his 100th birthday Sunday, 28th June. (June 24)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mel Brooks arrives at the premiere of "Mel Brooks: The 99 Year Old Man!" in Los Angeles on Jan. 20, 2026. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Mel Brooks attends the premiere of "If You're Not In The Obit, Eat Breakfast" on May 17, 2017, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Mel Brooks attends the premiere of "If You're Not In The Obit, Eat Breakfast" on May 17, 2017, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mel Brooks, left, and Matthew Broderick react to a standing ovation at opening night of "The Producers" in New York on April 19, 2001. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)]
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[image: Actor-director Mel Brooks appears in a scene in his film, "High Anxiety" in May 1977. (AP Photo/Jim Palmer, File)]
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[image: Actor Anne Bancroft poses with her husband Mel Brooks at the premiere of "Great Expectations" in Los Angeles on Jan. 20, 1998. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The 2000 Year Old Man is turning 100. Mel Brooks on Sunday will celebrate his centennial birthday. 
The comedian and filmmaker has been awaiting the milestone. Earlier this year, Judd Apatow titled his retrospective documentary on him: "Mel Brooks: The 99 Year Old Man!"
"I was born to make people laugh," Brooks says in the film. "So, I do that."
Brooks was born Melvin Kaminsky in Brooklyn, New York, on June 28, 1926. After serving in the Army during World War II and performing in the Borscht Belt, Sid Caesar hired him as a writer. On his "Show of Shows," Brooks met Carl Reiner, who'd remain a lifelong friend and with whom he created the "2000 Year Old Man" sketches.
Reiner would pepper Brooks' ancient man with questions about what Jesus was like. "Jesus ... yes, yes," Brooks would answer. "Thin lad. Wore sandals. Always walked around with 12 other guys."

    
Brooks went to make classic comedies like "The Producers," "Blazing Saddles," "Young Frankenstein" and "High Anxiety." It all started, Brooks told The Associated Press in 2021, with his childhood in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 
"I wanted to keep the party going. I wanted to keep the happiness and joy and explosions of laughter going into a dour part of our lives, not our childhood anymore," Brooks recalled. "I was once interviewed and the guy said, 'What was the happiest part of your life? Was it winning the Academy Award? Was it marrying Anne Bancroft?' I said no, not at all. It was my childhood. From about 4 or 5 to 9, it was the most exciting, happiest, joyous life that anyone could experience. 



    
        




    




"The guy said, 'What happened at 9?' I said, 'Homework.'"

    
        
    
Even now, Brooks hasn't retired. In April, Brooks submitted a video message to Eddie Murphy to honor him for his AFI life achievement award. In May, he announced that he was donating thousands of his documents and photographs to the National Comedy Center in Jamestown, New York.

    
"I've always been proud to say that I make people laugh for a living," Brooks said then in a statement. "So, knowing that my work will have a home at comedy's national archive and continue making people laugh leaves me with a deep sense of pride."
To mark the occasion of Brooks' centennial, the American Film Institute on Friday named 1974's "Blazing Saddles" the funniest film of all time. It has previously ranked sixth on its list of 100 greatest movies. Brooks' film displaced "Some Like It Hot" -- which Brooks had long held wasn't as funny as his movies -- from the top spot. 
"He's right!," said Bob Gazzale, AFI president and chief executive. "We're happy to right this wrong as Mel celebrates his centennial. It's good to be the king, and may he live to be a 2,000 year old man. Happy birthday, Mel!"
Brooks has sometimes made mortality a joke, too. In a 1980s sketch, he created a coin-operated gravestone for himself that played a videotaped message. It began: "I was Mel Brooks, one of the funniest little Jews to walk the Earth."
When asked in that AP 2021 interview if he thought much about death, Brooks said no. 

"I gave up after 60 thinking about it because if I did, I'd be thinking about it all the time. So I don't think about it much. When and if it happens it's going to be a sad day -- for everybody but me," Brooks said, laughing.
"I enjoy living," he added. "I'd like to do it as long as I can."
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    Heat catches Europe's fashion industry unprepared as models face the sun in fur and wool
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    Saks officially emerges from Chapter 11 bankruptcy with less debt and a new name
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Saks Global, the parent company of Neiman Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue and Bergdorf Goodman, officially emerged from Chapter 11 bankruptcy Friday with fewer stores, less debt, a more focused strategy to pamper the affluent -- and a new name.
The company said Friday that the new entity will be called Exemplar Luxury Group, and with an improved balance sheet, including a nearly 75% debt reduction and $500 million in extra financing. Its CEO, Geoffroy van Raemdonck, said the New York-based company is ready for its next chapter after navigating several tumultuous years.
"Today is really a brand new day for the organization and a new day where these three iconic banners have the right funding, the right equity and a bright future ahead of them," van Raemdonck told The Associated Press on Friday during a phone interview.
Van Raemdonck said that the new name signifies the company's focus on having an exemplary shopping experience -- the best merchandise, and better personalized service with customers, with help from its sales associates and the treasure trove of data it has on its customers. The company employs more than 1,500 sales associates who have sold more than $1 million of goods each, he said.

    
Saks Global had filed for bankruptcy protection in January of this year, buffeted by rising competition and the massive debt it took on to buy its rival in the luxury sector, Neiman Marcus, in July 2024.



    
        




    




Before the bankruptcy, there were 33 Saks stores and 36 Neiman Marcus locations, according to the company, as well as its Bergdorf Goodman store on Fifth Avenue and roughly 70 Saks Off 5th discount stores.

    
        
    
Now, there are a total of 49 stores -- 15 Saks Fifth Avenue stores, 33 Neiman Marcus stores and its Bergdorf Goodman store. The company shuttered most of its Saks Off Fifth discount stores, and it now has 12 outlets, the company said. 


    
Exemplar Luxury Group said it has been teaming up with Pentwater Capital Management and Bracebridge Capital throughout its restructuring process. Both firms will have two representatives on the seven-person board. In addition, van Raemdonck as well as former Ulta Beauty CEO Dave Kimbell and Philippe Schaus, who most recently served as Global CEO of Moet Hennessy, will serve on the board, the company said. 
.
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    OpenAI and Anthropic limit new AI models to Trump-approved customers during cybersecurity review
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                                        ChatGPT maker OpenAI said Friday it is restricting the release of its new artificial intelligence model at the request of President Donald Trump's administration, the latest in an unprecedented government vetting of AI products for cybersecurity risks.
Its chief rival, Anthropic, announced hours later that the Trump administration has approved a limited release of its strongest cybersecurity model, two weeks after the U.S. Commerce Department effectively banned it. 
Both companies said their newest models would be available to small groups of trusted partners. OpenAI said its new AI product, called GPT-5.6 Sol, would be accessible only to customers approved by the Trump administration.
"We don't believe this kind of government access process should become the long-term default," OpenAI said in a statement. The company said it viewed the testing period as a temporary step on the "path to broader availability in the coming weeks."

    
OpenAI's staggered release of a powerful new AI system follows actions the government took earlier this month against Anthropic, maker of the Claude chatbot. Anthropic took offline two new AI models, known as Fable 5 and Mythos 5, just days after unveiling them to comply with a Trump directive blocking their use by foreign nationals. The government on Friday lifted restrictions on one of those models, Mythos 5, enabling it to be "redeployed to a small group of cyber defenders and infrastructure providers," Anthropic said.



    
        




    




The White House said Friday it continues to collaborate with frontier AI labs on addressing the challenges of scaling the fast-growing technology.
Officials have grown increasingly concerned since Anthropic warned earlier this year that its Mythos model was adept at finding software flaws in a way that could be weaponized by malicious hackers and threaten critical computer networks around the world.

    
        
    
New, powerful AI models have drawn White House scrutiny
Trump earlier in June signed an executive order on AI oversight that established a framework for the federal government to vet the national security risks of the most advanced AI systems for up to 30 days before their public release. The order described participation by AI developers as voluntary but the framework has not yet been fully developed.
Some of Trump's allies have laid blame on San Francisco-based Anthropic and CEO Dario Amodei for the need for heightened government scrutiny.
"Dario came to Washington a few months ago, back in April, and basically said that he had created a cyber weapon called Mythos," said investor David Sacks, who co-leads Trump's council of technology and science advisers, on a recent podcast. "And he spiked the cortisol level, got everyone really worried. And there was some truth to it in terms of the sense that this model had advanced cyber capabilities."

    
OpenAI, also based in San Francisco, said its new Sol model (pronounced 'SOHL' like the Spanish word for sun) "is better at helping people find and fix vulnerabilities" than it is at carrying out cyberattacks and does not cross the company's own risk threshold. But it acknowledged there could be unforeseen risks especially if its model is combined with other tools.

    
        
    
"That uncertainty, along with the model's broader step change in capabilities, is why we are pairing the model's increased capabilities with stronger safeguards and a phased release," the company said Friday.
OpenAI hasn't named any of the roughly 20 customers that have been approved to use the new model so far. 

    
Critics warn that unpredictable government intervention can hold back US companies 
U.S. Rep. Lori Trahan, a Massachusetts Democrat and co-author of a bipartisan bill that would regulate AI, said in a statement that she is concerned "the Trump administration is deciding company by company who gets access to the newest AI model. No law. No process. No oversight. Just appointees in Washington deciding who's in and who's out."
A broad group of technology experts has also criticized the government's actions that led Anthropic to shut down Fable, which the company had pitched as a safer version of Mythos. It's now been unavailable for two weeks, even after the government lifted restrictions Friday on the more powerful Mythos.

    
"I just want to say that pretty much nobody in the cybersecurity industry believes that there's any factual basis for this action," Stanford University cybersecurity expert Alex Stamos said on a call with reporters earlier this week.
Stamos, the chief product officer at AI security company Corridor and a former chief security officer at Facebook parent Meta, said he reviewed an analysis of research on Fable by Anthropic's primary cloud computing backer, Amazon, and didn't find any risks that aren't present with other publicly available AI models, including those made in China.
"If the administration is honest about wanting the United States to beat China in this race, then this is about the dumbest thing they could possibly do," Stamos said.

    
Oversight ramps up as the AI companies move toward IPOs
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman spoke with U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick about the model release Wednesday, part of a series of negotiations in recent weeks between AI industry executives and Trump officials.
Anthropic has also been part of those talks, but Amodei has had a more contentious relationship with the Trump administration. The Pentagon designated Anthropic as a national security risk for raising ethical and safety concerns about AI usage in war, and Trump himself ordered federal agencies to stop using Claude. Anthropic responded with a lawsuit that is still working its way through federal courts.
Anthropic said Friday it was "pleased" by the partial release of Mythos late Friday and will "continue to work with the government to expand access" and make Fable available again to general users. Lutnick told Anthropic in a letter dated Friday that its work to address the government's concerns "yielded significant progress."
The government's heightened AI oversight adds another complication to exploratory moves by OpenAI as well as Anthropic to take their companies public on Wall Street, following SpaceX's record-setting June 12 initial public offering.

Trump has floated the possibility of the U.S. government owning a stake in leading AI companies, describing a concept where "pieces could be given to the American public, where the American public essentially becomes a partner with the companies."
---
Associated Press writer Jonathan J. Cooper contributed to this report.
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    A large, harmless asteroid will zip past Earth this weekend
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A large asteroid will zip past Earth this weekend, but don't worry: It poses no danger.
The space rock -- 1997 NC1 -- makes its closest approach Saturday morning, coming within 1.6 million miles (2.6 million kilometers), according to the European Space Agency.
Discovered nearly three decades ago by an asteroid-tracking system in Hawaii, the asteroid is between 2,461 feet (0.75 kilometer) to 5,413 feet (1.65 kilometers) wide -- roughly the size of two to four Empire State Buildings.
Skygazers with binoculars and small telescopes may be able to spot the asteroid as a small point of light passing harmlessly through the sky. It won't greet Earth from such a distance again until 2133, according to NASA.
The last time an asteroid similar in size passed safely by Earth from an even closer distance was in 2022, when a space rock called 1994 PC1 made its approach.

    
NASA, ESA and other space agencies track the paths of asteroids and other space junk so they can keep Earth safe from any possible collisions. Last year, astronomers tracked a smaller asteroid resembling a spinning hockey puck and said there's no chance of it hitting Earth or the moon.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    988's LGBTQ+ hotline to relaunch this year. But the group that helped start it might be excluded
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                                        The Trump administration is moving to restart the specialized LGBTQ+ option for youth who contact the 988 crisis intervention hotline, but the group that helped pioneer the idea is being shut out.
The Trevor Project, the leading nonprofit for suicide prevention in LGBTQ+ young people, may not be allowed to offer the service it had helped develop for the 988 Lifeline just a few years ago.
The 988 hotline, which has been dubbed the 911 for mental health emergencies, is credited with reducing teen and young adult suicide deaths. It offers specialized options for certain groups, such as veterans and Spanish speakers, but in July the Trump administration stopped offering the "press 3" option for LGBTQ+ youth with a month's notice.
The administration said it ended the service because the funding ran out. It is now working to bring it back by the end of the year because Congress directed officials to allocate $33 million toward LGBTQ+-specific interventions for youth.

    
However, The Trevor Project might not be allowed to offer the services it developed and specializes in. 
Dr. Christine Yu Moutier, chief medical officer for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, said it "would not make sense" to keep The Trevor Project ineligible to help and it is a "long-standing, high-quality and trusted resource" to LGBTQ+ people.



    
        




    




The development is the latest in what's become a chaotic chapter for the service for LGBTQ+ youth, who attempt suicide at higher rates than the general population. Leaving The Trevor Project out is raising concerns about the relaunched service, especially given the Trump administration's broader attempt to unravel protections for transgender and non-binary Americans at a time when more of them are reaching out in crisis.

    
        
    
"The Trump administration never should have shut down the 'press 3' option and put young Americans at further risk," said Wisconsin Sen. Tammy Baldwin, who has led a bipartisan push to restore the service. She called on the president to restore the service "without needless limitations and with the most qualified, experienced people answering the phone calls and text messages from these vulnerable young people."

    
The Trevor Project handled the bulk of 988's LGBTQ+ youth services
The lifeline's specialized service allowed people to press 3, text "PRIDE" or use online chat to reach counselors who were specially trained to work with LGBTQ+ young people. 
The umbrella of services broadly called the "Press 3" option fielded 1.6 million contacts while it was in operation, according to data from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. The Trevor Project handled about half of the program's traffic.
When it canceled the "Press 3" option, federal officials said LGBTQ+ youth could still get help through 988's general services, but it would "no longer silo" the services "to focus on serving all help seekers," including LGBTQ+ youth.

    
The relaunch of 'Press 3' may not include The Trevor Project
Now, the nonprofit that administers the 988 service, Vibrant Emotional Health, has called for applications to manage the return of the "Press 3" lines. 
But applications are limited to crisis centers that are "current and active" members of the 988 network. The Trevor Project is not currently active -- only because the administration canceled the service it specialized in.
The six other crisis centers that worked on the LGBTQ+ youth program are active in the 988 network. They work with the general population as well as LGBTQ+ people. Only The Trevor Project had a specific mission to serve LGBTQ+ youth.
"This troubling development indicates a dangerous step toward degrading the clinical standards to serve high risk groups that the 'press 3' specialized services were founded on," said Jaymes Black, CEO of The Trevor Project, in a statement to the AP.
A spokesperson for the Department of Health and Human Services did not directly respond to questions about The Trevor Project's eligibility, saying that the department is working with Vibrant to restore the service by the end of the year as directed by Congress. 
Moutier said other crisis centers are providing high-quality care for LGBTQ+ youth. LGBTQ+ young people who are often marginalized and bullied need "psychological safety" because they don't always trust institutions to help them. She said it's too soon to say she's worried about the relaunch, but how it is brought back is just as important as the fact that it is. 
"I think there's the potential for great good, and some harm as well," she said.

    
Concerns shroud relaunch of the "Press 3" option
Even though the service itself may be restored, how it will operate is unclear -- and LGBTQ+ advocates are concerned, in part because the Trump administration has indicated that its anti-transgender policies will influence how the program relaunches. 
This month, a SAMHSA leader wrote to Illinois Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi that the agency needed to assess the "most appropriate approach" to restart the service while complying with a Trump executive order that targets the rights of transgender people, claiming "gender ideology extremism" is a threat to women and declaring there are only two sexes. 

    
The Trevor Project's Black worries that the next iteration of 988's LGBTQ+ youth services "may exclude transgender and nonbinary youth entirely." The organization still independently runs its own 24-7 crisis line for LGBTQ+ young people.
Studies have shown that LGBTQ+ youth are at higher risk of suicide, including a 2024 analysis by the CDC that found 26% transgender and gender-questioning students attempted suicide in the past year. That's compared with 5% of cisgender male and 11% of cisgender female students.
"While anti-LGBTQ+ politics may be altering the very purpose of this lifeline created to help save young LGBTQ+ lives, it is critical to make clear that politics has no place in suicide prevention," Black said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    St. Bernard dogs still roam the Swiss Alps as part of this 'living museum' and its breeding program
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            At the millennia-old Great St Bernard Pass, the famous dogs still walk the same mountain paths their ancestors patrolled for more than three centuries. Down in the valley, the park that keeps the legend alive is marking its first year. (AP video shot by: Jez Fielder)
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                                        BOURG-SAINT-PIERRE, Switzerland (AP) -- At the Great St. Bernard Pass high in the Swiss Alps, the eponymous dogs still walk the same mountain paths their ancestors patrolled for hundreds of years to find travelers buried beneath the snow. 
Down in the valley, a living museum honoring the Swiss national dog's history -- and its future -- is marking its first year.
More than 130,000 people have visited Barryland, the world's only space dedicated to St. Bernards, since it opened last summer in Martigny, Switzerland, after outgrowing a much smaller space. Tourists can watch live grooming and physiotherapy sessions, explore the mountain pass with augmented reality technology and learn more about the dogs.
"We have a lot of demand and interest for this breed and this whole history and patrimony," said Barryland director Melanie Glassey-Roth. "So we decided to create a new park, a big one."

    
At 2,469 meters (8,100 feet) above sea level on the Swiss-Italian border, the Great St. Bernard Pass is one of the country's highest and most treacherous. 
Since the mid-17th century, large mountain dogs have been kept on the pass. They arrived as guard dogs, became companions, and gradually evolved into something the Alpine world had never seen before: Animals with an extraordinary instinct for locating hikers lost in snow and fog.



    
        




    




The breed's name stems from the Great St. Bernard Hospice, which was founded in 1050 by Bernard de Montjoux, the archdeacon of Aosta and future saint, to provide refuge for pilgrims and merchants crossing the dangerous pass. The dogs became central to that mission, and by the early 19th century they had a reputation that was carried across Europe by soldiers of Napoleon Bonaparte following his army's own crossing of the route.

    
        
    
Barry the First, the most celebrated dog, is traditionally credited with saving more than 40 lives when he was at the hospice between 1800 and 1812. At the Barry Foundation, the steward for the breeding program, there is always a male dog called Barry.

    
Currently, the foundation's 21 keepers care for 32 dogs. Roughly 20 pedigree puppies are born annually. These dogs, as well as other St. Bernards, no longer do mountain rescues because they're too big to be transported by helicopter. Smaller breeds like Australian shepherds are used instead, though a number of St. Bernards are kept on the pass to keep the tradition alive.
The foundation's dogs typically eat about 10 metric tons (22,046 pounds) of dry food each year and spend their summers gamboling in the remnants of snow in the mountains before heading 40 kilometers (25 miles) down winding roads back to the kennel in Barryland. 

"We get to see them born, and we get to see them grow up, and then become mothers, and we get to accompany them through all those different challenges in life," keeper Alexandra Piatti said. "We are their guide, so we can help them with socialization and educate them, and really be by their side for their whole lives."
In 2025 alone, the foundation says its dogs completed 609 jobs by visiting hospitals, care homes, schools and prisons across Switzerland.
Keeper Deborah Dini balances the weight of the breed's history with affection for the dogs in her charge.
"We perpetuate the tradition," she said. "We take care of them. We love them."
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    A Trump commission urges 'bridges' between church and state in sweeping draft report
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                                        A new report by a Trump administration commission suggests replacing the idea of separating church and state with the idea of building bridges between them.
The assertion -- challenging a longstanding concept in American law -- comes amid a raft of recommendations in a draft report of the Religious Liberty Commission, released Friday afternoon.
The advisory body was created by President Donald Trump last year and filled almost entirely by conservative Christians. The 224-page draft report -- part policy document, part philosophical argument -- echoes members' support for a stronger role for religion and religious expression in government, schools and the public square.
The report applauds recent Supreme Court decisions expanding rights to religious expression in public settings, such as creating opt-outs for religious objections to school lessons. 

    
The report recommends eliminating the " Johnson Amendment " that forbids political activities by tax-exempt religious groups -- a longstanding goal of Trump. It calls for compensating military service members who were discharged for refusing COVID-19 vaccines.



    
        




    




It calls in general for allowing more religious expression in the public square, greater access to public money for faith-based agencies and broader exemptions for those claiming conscientious objections to policies ranging from vaccine mandates to pronoun usage to classroom lessons. 

    
        
    
It recommends that federal agencies publish "Know Your Rights" posters for various settings and establish hotlines to receive complaints about religious liberty violations.
The draft report also calls for the creation of new honors -- a Presidential Medal of Religious Liberty and First Freedom Hero Awards. And it calls for exhibits and markers at historic sites paying tribute to the role of religion in American history.
It calls for combatting antisemitism through various legal tools. It also recommends requiring any public official who says an employee engaged in improper religious expression to provide a written explanation. 

    
At a news conference in the Oval Office, commissioners said witnesses who appeared at their hearings had suffered "persecution" at work and elsewhere.
The draft report is now available for public comment over the next 15 days. It is sure to draw opposition.
Some other groups defend the separation of church and state
Critics have said the commission has failed adequately to address issues like anti-Muslim efforts in some states and that, while its hearings spotlighted left-wing antisemitism, it gave less attention to similar right-wing movements.
Some groups, including the progressive Interfaith Alliance, have a pending lawsuit saying the commission lacks ideological diversity as required of federal advisory panels.
The Rev. Paul Raushenbush, president of Interfaith Alliance, said the report represents "a wishlist of divisive, unpopular ideas far-right religious groups have pushed for years," such as expanding vouchers for religious schools and repealing the Johnson amendment.
At the same time, Raushenbush said in a statement, the commission "couldn't bring itself to acknowledge the growing threat of Islamophobia" nor Trump's own criticisms of  Pope Leo XIV, Episcopal Bishop Mariann Budde, and other religious critics of "his administration's inhumane policies."

    
The report comes as conservative states such as Texas have worked to incorporate more religion into public spaces such as classrooms, including Bible lessons and Ten Commandments displays.
Trump, speaking to supporters at a Faith & Freedom Coalition gathering in Washington on Friday, touted the newly released report.
"We saved religion, it was going down," he boasted.
Trump contended that the administration of his predecessor, Democrat Joe Biden, had carried out a "reign of persecution."
While the commission report downplays the separation of church and state, the commission didn't go so far as to call it a "lie," as the commission chairman, Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, did in April.
But it largely took the stance that the idea is misapplied.
"To be clear, this does not involve or require advocating 'theocracy' or even the total elimination of any separation between church and state," the report says. Rather, it calls for honoring a "tension between the relevant clauses of the First Amendment" that guarantee religious freedom but forbid any government-established church.

    
Still, Patrick pressed the issue at the news conference, saying the phrase separation of church and state was used to "batter and hammer people of faith" for decades. 
Americans "cannot be attacked by that phrase any longer," Patrick said. 

    
Supreme Court rulings on church/state issues have evolved
The phrase, "a wall of separation between church and state" does not appear in the Constitution, but it's embodied in Supreme Court precedent. Thomas Jefferson used that expression in a letter to Baptists, supporting them in opposing official churches in U.S. states, a practice that soon ended.
Twentieth-century decisions by the high court invoked the "separation" phrase to extend the First Amendment's prohibition on federal church establishment to state and local governments, citing the 14th Amendment's ban on states denying citizens' rights.
That led to bans on official prayers and Ten Commandments displays in public schools. The Supreme Court in recent years has steered a different course, permitting such things as a public school coach's on-field prayers and a religious opt-out for parents objecting to a lesson on transgender issues.
The draft report contends that even Jefferson didn't believe in completely banishing religion from public life, but rather in keeping church and state in a kind of balance.
"In reality, the church and state strengthen and support one another," it says.
The report touts the value of religion to society in terms of providing humanitarian work, anchoring families and acting as "conscience" monitoring government.
"In many cases the law protects the religious expression of Americans, but government officials and employers often use fear tactics to silence individuals into believing that they don't have the right to publicly express their faith," it argues.
It argues -- citing one of its own members, Catholic media figure Bishop Robert Barron -- that notions of strict church-state separation can be traced to a "God is dead" ideology that originated in Europe and saw traditional religion as an opponent to individual autonomy.
"This way of thinking made its way ... into the American culture and courtroom," the report said.
Little recognition for non-religious Americans 
The report, while touting the value of religion, appears to give little emphasis on the large population of Americans with no religious affiliation. A key argument of many atheists and secular humanists is that one can be "good without God" -- that religion doesn't have a monopoly on virtue and can do harm as well as good.
The lawsuit challenging the commission alleges that commissioners have asserted that America is specifically a Judeo-Christian or Christian nation, showing a lack of ideological diversity.
The Republican administration is asking a federal court to dismiss the lawsuit.
This draft report comes two months after another entity created by Trump -- the Task Force to Eradicate Anti-Christian Bias -- issued its own report. It claimed that Christians faced discrimination under the Biden administration. Progressive critics said that the report amounted to advocacy rather than an investigation.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                                        CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (AP) -- El papa afirmo que la guerra "nunca sera bendecida por Dios" al inaugurar el viernes una reunion de cardenales de todo el mundo, e insistio en que la Iglesia catolica tiene un mensaje profetico de paz para un mundo devastado por los conflictos.
Leon XIV convoco a los cardenales a la reunion de dos dias, en respuesta a su pedido de ser consultados con mas frecuencia que durante el pontificado de 12 anos del papa Francisco, quien tendia a gobernar en solitario.
Los cardenales, los "principes de la Iglesia" de birrete rojo, tienen dos tareas principales: asesorar al papa mientras vive y, despues tras su muerte, elegir a su reemplazo. 
Tras una primera sesion celebrada en enero, conocida como consistorio, el pontifice estadounidense invito a los cardenales a regresar para una segunda sesion este fin de semana. La agenda para las reuniones a puerta cerrada incluye el debate sobre el escenario internacional actual, su reciente enciclica sobre inteligencia artificial y los esfuerzos de la Iglesia por escuchar mas las necesidades de los fieles de a pie.

    
En un primer momento, estaba previsto que la agenda abordase otros asuntos, como las tensiones en torno a la misa tradicional en latin, que son, desde hace tiempo, un punto de division en la institucion. Pero la liturgia fue retirada del orden del dia, ya que se preve que el tema alcance su punto algido la proxima semana, cuando un grupo escindido de catolicos tradicionalistas consagre a cuatro nuevos obispos desafiando la voluntad de Leon.



    
        




    




Al inicio de la sesion, Leon insto a los cardenales a respaldarlo en su ministerio.

    
        
    
"Necesito su apoyo fuerte, explicito y publico", manifesto. "Necesito sentirme apoyado por ustedes como hermanos".
Se ha pedido a los cardenales que no hablen con la prensa mientras esten en Roma y solo se haran publicos los discursos de apertura y de clausura del papa.

    
Durante una misa inaugural el viernes por la manana, Leon destaco lo que llamo la obra de Dios en defensa de la dignidad humana, la justicia y el Estado de derecho.
"La guerra nunca es digna del hombre, y nunca sera bendecida por Dios", manifesto el pontifice. "El Creador nos ha dotado de inteligencia y voluntad para resolver los conflictos como seres humanos y no como animales, aun cuando se este dotado de armas hipertecnologicas".
Durante la guerra de Rusia en Ucrania y la de Estados Unidos e Israel con Iran, Leon ha lanzado un mensaje constante de paz, lo que en ocasiones ha provocado el malestar del presidente de Estados Unidos, Donald Trump.
___

La cobertura de religion de The Associated Press recibe apoyo mediante la colaboracion de AP con The Conversation US, con financiacion de Lilly Endowment Inc. AP es la unica responsable de este contenido.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- La Oficina de Alcohol, Tabaco, Armas de Fuego y Explosivos de Estados Unidos (ATF, por sus siglas en ingles) cancelo su contrato para usar una herramienta de vigilancia que permite rastrear dispositivos moviles sin orden judicial, despues de que dos legisladores, un fiscal y un juez plantearan dudas sobre la legalidad de la herramienta en investigaciones penales.
La ATF, la agencia federal encargada de hacer cumplir las leyes de armas del pais, informo a The Associated Press que suspendio lo que califico como un programa "piloto" que utilizaba una herramienta llamada Webloc, despues de que el representante republicano de Texas, Michael Cloud, y el senador democrata de Oregon, Ron Wyden, expresaran reservas sobre el uso por parte de la agencia de datos comerciales masivos de ubicacion.
Webloc, fabricada por un proveedor llamado Penlink, obtiene datos de aplicaciones de consumo y redes publicitarias, que recopilan la ubicacion de dispositivos moviles de consumidores que descargan aplicaciones o navegan por internet. A esos datos a veces se les llama "ad tech" o tecnologia de anuncios, y su uso en la aplicacion de la ley penal ha sido controvertido, ya que permiten que las agencias eludan los requisitos de una orden judicial para identificar los dispositivos moviles presentes en determinadas zonas en momentos especificos.

    
La Corte Suprema de Estados Unidos dictamino en 2018 que la policia necesitaba una orden judicial para que las companias de telefonia celular proporcionen datos historicos de movimientos de un sospechoso en una investigacion penal. Pero nunca ha abordado la practica creciente de usar datos adquiridos comercialmente.



    
        




    




Otros usuarios de Webloc son el Ejercito de Estados Unidos y el Servicio de Inmigracion y Control de Aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en ingles), pero tambien agencias locales de seguridad publica, como la policia de lugares como Elk Grove, California, y Durham, Carolina del Norte. La tecnologia tambien se ha expandido por todo el mundo, con clientes como la policia nacional de El Salvador y agencias de inteligencia hungaras, segun un informe publicado a principios de este ano por Citizen Lab, un grupo de investigadores de la Universidad de Toronto que analiza amenazas digitales contra la sociedad civil.

    
        
    
"Una victoria para los derechos constitucionales de los estadounidenses"
La ATF senalo en un comunicado que determino que la herramienta "no satisface nuestras necesidades". La agencia indico que no utiliza ningun otro servicio basado en ad tech.
"La ATF evalua continuamente herramientas y tecnicas para mejorar nuestras investigaciones y, en ultima instancia, reducir el crimen violento en las comunidades estadounidenses. Si realizamos una prueba piloto con Webloc para determinar si podia mejorar nuestras capacidades de investigacion", escribio en un correo electronico un portavoz de la ATF.

    
Wyden califico la decision de la ATF de abandonar el software como "una victoria para los derechos constitucionales de los estadounidenses".

    
        
    
"Durante anos, he advertido que la compra por parte del gobierno de datos de ubicacion de estadounidenses a oscuros intermediarios de datos es una maniobra inaceptable para eludir la Cuarta Enmienda", manifesto Wyden en un comunicado. "Despues de que el representante Cloud y mi personal informaran a la ATF sobre el atolladero legal y de privacidad que rodea los datos de ad tech, la agencia hizo lo correcto".

    
Ante las preguntas de Cloud, el director de la ATF, Robert Cekada, reconocio en mayo, en una audiencia ante el Congreso, que la agencia habia adquirido datos de geolocalizacion de telefonos celulares de estadounidenses.
Tras la audiencia, la ATF informo a Wyden y a la oficina de Cloud. En un comunicado de prensa conjunto, ambos legisladores dijeron haberse enterado de que la ATF habia realizado mas de 300 busquedas sin orden judicial usando la herramienta, entre ellas, mas de 200 vinculadas a casos activos de la ATF.
En un caso relacionado con un presunto incendio provocado en una instalacion perteneciente a un contratista de defensa de Estados Unidos, un fiscal y un juez expresaron sus preocupaciones sobre el uso de datos de ad tech de Webloc, segun los dos legisladores. La agencia "finalmente se vio obligada a dar marcha atras y obtener una orden judicial tradicional para obtener un volumen de datos de torres de telefonia celular" de las companias telefonicas, indicaron Wyden y Cloud en el comunicado.

    
Webloc fue creada originalmente por una empresa israeli llamada Cobwebs antes de ser comprada y fusionada con una empresa de Estados Unidos llamada Penlink.
Penlink afirmo en un comunicado que esta "orgullosa de mantener una relacion de larga data con la ATF que nos ha permitido apoyar su mision de proteger a las comunidades de Estados Unidos contra el crimen violento relacionado con el uso ilegal de armas de fuego, explosivos e incendios provocados". La empresa agrego que espera "continuar nuestra relacion en apoyo de esa mision".

    
La practica continua en otras agencias gubernamentales
Otras agencias de seguridad publica, como el FBI y el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional (DHS, por sus siglas en ingles), siguen comprando datos comerciales de geolocalizacion.
En enero, el DHS emitio una solicitud de informacion al sector privado en la que preguntaba como podrian utilizarse datos publicitarios disponibles comercialmente para ayudar en su mision de deportacion y aplicacion de la ley. Y a principios de este ano, el director del FBI, Kash Patel, declaro ante el Senado: "Si compramos informacion disponible comercialmente que cumpla con la Constitucion y las leyes conforme a la Ley de Privacidad de las Comunicaciones Electronicas, y eso nos ha aportado informacion de inteligencia valiosa".

Un grupo bipartidista de legisladores, entre ellos Wyden, el senador republicano de Utah Mike Lee, el representante republicano de Ohio Warren Davidson y la representante democrata de California Zoe Lofgren, presento un proyecto de ley que prohibiria la practica de comprar datos sin una orden judicial.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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[image: This undated image provided by Vic Jones shows Gracie, a giraffe whose owner says went missing in Texas, in Uvalde County, Texas. (Vic Jones via AP)]
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                                        Gracie the Giraffe, who went missing for about two weeks in Texas after wandering off a remote private ranch, was finally found Friday -- and the open range appeared to have agreed with her. 
The giraffe was spotted about 4 miles (6.4 kilometers) south of her enclosure during an aerial search in the Texas Hill Country, according to Real County Sheriff Nathan Johnson. He said Gracie's owner, Vick Jones, contacted a veterinarian and began putting together a team to bring the giraffe safely back to the ranch.
"She's in good shape," Jones said. "She's standing there, swishing her tail."
Gracie, who is about 3 years old and weighs at least 1,200 pounds, was found within a half-mile of a pond and creek and had plenty of vegetation to feed on, said Jones, adding that she appeared to have been in that area for about a week.
Getting the 10-foot-tall giraffe home to the Cedar Hollow Ranch, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) west of San Antonio, was taking some work.

    
Veterinarians needed time to sedate Gracie and put a hood over her eyes, Jones said. From there, Gracie will be moved with an open-pasture trailer to a taller, enclosed trailer made for giraffes for the trip back to the ranch.



    
        




    




Parts of the remote area cannot be reached by car, which prompted the search by helicopter. While Real County's 2,700 residents were urged to keep an eye out for her, Gracie was found on private property where no one lives, Jones said.

    
        
    
"We didn't bother her," Jones said of the sighting. "She's got water. She looked in really good shape."
The Texas Hill Country has one of the largest concentrations of exotic captive animals in the U.S.
Johnson said this week he's had reports of missing wildebeests, water buffalo, zebras and monkeys, though never a giraffe previously.
The area has a mild climate and rugged terrain -- and plenty of vegetation for Gracie to eat. In Africa, giraffes thrive best in dry and semidry savannahs and grasslands.

    
Jones believes that Gracie, who arrived at the ranch in May, didn't mean to leave it. She had been wandering up to a rocky area to feed on trees growing out of the rock and had always come back to the ranch's giraffe enclosure.

    
        
    
Jones said Gracie wandered into the rocky area, fed, and came down on the wrong side of the gate. At that point, he said, it was easier for her to keep walking in the same direction than to try to go back.

The area wasn't fenced because giraffes had not been going there until Gracie did -- and building a fence requires jackhammering through rock to put up the posts. But Jones said he plans to have a fence put up now, and Gracie will stay in the ranch's giraffe enclosure until it's ready.
Despite Gracie's size, she wouldn't have harmed a person who encountered her off the ranch, Jones said.
"If you move toward her, she's taking off," he said.
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[image: Gavin McKenna, center right, is congratulated after being drafted by the Toronto Maple Leafs during the NHL hockey draft Friday, June 26, 2026, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Adrian Kraus)]
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[image: Penn State forward Gavin McKenna (72) skates during an NCAA hockey regional game against Minnesota Duluth, March 27, 2026 in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Vera Nieuwenhuis, File)]
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            5 of 5 | 
            Caleb Malhotra, right, stands with NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, left, after being drafted by the Vancouver Canucks during the NHL hockey draft Friday, June 26, 2026, in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP Photo/Adrian Kraus)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    

    
    



            By 
            JOHN WAWROW

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) -- Gavin McKenna's nerves finally eased when lifetime Maple Leafs fan and international pop icon Justin Bieber took the NHL draft stage to announce who Toronto was selecting No. 1.
"He was looking at me and I kind of was thinking, maybe," McKenna said with a laugh. "Crazy. Just crazy what's going on right now."
With most of Yukon watching and a loud presence of Maple Leafs fans in the stands, Toronto chose the Penn State left winger, validating longstanding projections of McKenna being his age group's top prospect. The 18-year-old from Yukon's capital of Whitehorse has been a prolific scorer on both sides of the U.S.-Canada border.
And if Bieber's appearance and taking the stage to the artist's song "Yukon" wasn't enough, McKenna was welcomed to the Maple Leafs with a video message from Toronto captain Auston Matthews.

    
"Obviously he's on the first line. I'm going to have to prove myself to be able to play with a player like that. But that's my goal," McKenna said of Matthews, who was chosen No. 1 by Toronto in the 2016 draft, which also happened to be held in Buffalo. "My game's obviously a playmaker, he's a shooter, so I think we could complement each other pretty well."
McKenna represents a major plank in the Maple Leafs' rebuilding process of a team in transition under new general manager John Chayka. Toronto finished last in the Atlantic Division last season and missed the playoffs for the first time since Matthews' arrival.



    
        




    




Canucks select coach's son, Caleb Malhotra
The draft featured dueling cheers -- and boos -- between large contingents of Maple Leafs and Sabres fans, several surprises, nine trades and a poignant father-son moment when Vancouver selected center Caleb Malhotra with the No. 3 pick, joining a team coached by dad Manny Malhotra.
"I hugged him right after, and we were happy," said Caleb, who is from British Columbia and finished second among OHL rookies with 84 points with Brantford last season. "It's the best feeling in the world. I've never felt anything like this. And that embrace was so comforting, and I'm so glad he's here with me as dad."
Malhotra said his dad was not aware of the Canucks' draft plans. And he now has bragging rights on his father in being selected four spots higher, after Manny went No. 7 to the New York Rangers in 1998.

    
        
    
Run on defensemen
After forwards went with the first three picks, including Sweden's Ivar Stenberg second to San Jose, the expected run on defensemen began with five selected over the next six picks, and 10 overall. 
Buffalo selected Prince Albert blue-liner Daxon Rudolph at No. 4, followed by Latvia's Alberts Smits going fifth to the Rangers. Chase Reid, who is from Michigan, was part of that run, going seventh to Seattle as the first American-born player selected.
Smits split last season playing professionally in Finland and Germany, while also representing Latvia at the Milan Cortina Olympics. He became the highest drafted Latvian, ahead of Buffalo selecting Zemgus Girgensons 14th in 2012.

    
Trades and more trades
This was a much more active first round with picks traded for NHL players than the previous couple of years. The Rangers got Pavel Dorofeyev from Vegas for picks 26 and 92, and a 2028 first-rounder. Boston acquired JJ Peterka from Utah for a pair of first-rounders. And St. Louis traded two of its picks Friday night to Anaheim for Mason McTavish.
The selections featured an international flavor with 10 Canadians, seven Swedes and six Americans chosen. The first round ended with Ottawa selecting forward Jaxon Cover, who was born in Miami, raised on Grand Cayman where he played roller hockey, and developed his hockey skills in Toronto. 
Rudolph was wowed watching his good friend McKenna being welcomed to the stage.
"To see him be selected first and with Justin Bieber and everything, it was amazing," Rudolph said. "I just remember talking to my mom and saying. 'Wow, this is so cool,' as I'm sitting there on the couch waiting to be picked."

    
McKenna accustomed to the spotlight
McKenna is accustomed to the spotlight, splashing on the scene by combining for 79 goals and 244 points in 133 games with Medicine Hat in the WHL. He made the jump to the NCAA last summer in a bid to challenge himself against older and more physical competition. He finished with 51 points, tied for fourth in the nation.
He became just the fifth NCAA player to go first, and third in six years, since Michigan defenseman Owen Power went No. 1 to Buffalo in 2021.
McKenna also became the fifth Yukon-born player to be selected in the draft, and the highest pick after Ottawa's Dylan Cozens went No. 7 to Buffalo in 2019. He now heads to a metropolis that is nearly 100 times larger than Whitehorse's population of about 39,000.
This was the NHL's second straight decentralized draft, with teams making selections from their respective headquarters. 

    
Decentralized draft Part II
Lacking in the new format is each draft pick joining his new team's front office on stage. Last year, the NHL attempted to rectify that by having teams welcome their prospects by video conference call on stage at the Peacock Theater in Los Angeles. The interviews were widely panned for being awkward and glitchy, and contributing to the draft lasting nearly 4 1/2 hours.

This year the NHL had the top prospects seated with their families in what resembled a lounge area, featuring plush couches, directly in front of the stage. After being selected, each player was interviewed on a couch on stage, with the backdrop representing the team in a first round that took about four hours to complete.
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno and AP freelance writer Denis Gorman contributed to this report.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/NHL
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    Israel and Lebanon sign framework agreement with US in 'first step' toward peace, Rubio says
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            The officials did not share details on the agreement that was signed by Yechiel Leiter, the Israeli ambassador to the U.S., and Nada Hamadeh, ambassador of Lebanon to the U.S.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of State Marco Rubio and others watch, seated from left, Israel's Ambassador to the U.S. Yechiel Leiter, counselor Dan Holler, and Lebanon's Ambassador to the U.S. Nada Hamadeh, sign a framework agreement, described as a first step toward peace following months of conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, at the State Department, Friday, June 26, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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[image: Secretary of State Marco Rubio shakes hands with Lebanon's Ambassador to the U.S. Nada Hamadeh, left, following a signing of a framework agreement, described as a first step toward peace following months of conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, at the State Department, Friday, June 26, 2026, in Washington. At left, is Counselor Dan Holler. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Secretary of State Marco Rubio joined Israel and Lebanon's ambassadors to the U.S. Friday to announce a framework agreement that was described as a first step toward peace following months of conflict between Israel and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.
The agreement does not include Hezbollah and prompted one of the group's officials in Lebanon to warn of civil war. The U.S. State Department said the framework establishes a process for dismantling Hezbollah and for Lebanon to regain territory that was taken by Israeli forces as they battled the militant group. 
The U.S. will facilitate a newly created "Military Coordination Group for Lebanon" to implement the framework, the State Department said, while committing $100 million in humanitarian assistance. 
"For Lebanon, this Framework provides a genuine pathway out of a long crisis," the State Department said. "For Israel, it creates a verifiable path to removing the persistent threat on its northern border." 

    
Friday's agreement was signed in front of Rubio in Washington by Yechiel Leiter, the Israeli ambassador to the United States, and Nada Hamadeh Moawad, the Lebanese ambassador to the United States.



    
        




    




Leiter said the final destination of the framework is peace between the two countries.
"Our language is we want to embrace Lebanon," he said. "Our language is we want to get in our car in Tel Aviv and take a drive up to Beirut, and we want Beirut to come down and take a drive to Tel Aviv. That's where we're going. That's where we want to go."

    
        
    
Leiter said that will depend on Hezbollah being disarmed and dismantled, which will allow Israel to withdraw and Lebanon to "regain its full sovereignty." 
"So it really depends on the Lebanese army," Leiter said. "It depends on the support the Lebanese army gets from the U.S. And we think it's going to be solid." 
Moawad said the framework "is a first step on the road to restoring Lebanese sovereignty and territorial integrity, securing a permanent and final cessation of hostilities, enabling our people to go back to their land and allowing all Lebanese to live in peace, security and prosperity."

    
Hezbollah official says group won't give up weapons
The latest conflict began when Hezbollah fired rockets into Israel days after Israel and the U.S. launched their war on Iran on Feb. 28. Israel invaded Lebanon and has expanded its control.
More than 4,000 people in Lebanon have been killed in Israeli strikes since March. At least 37 Israeli soldiers have been killed in Lebanon or northern Israel during the fighting.
Lebanese officials have said that securing a withdrawal of Israeli forces from southern Lebanon is a top priority for them in the negotiations, while Israeli officials have prioritized the disarmament of the Iran-backed Hezbollah.
The talks between Israel and Lebanon were separate from the interim deal that was signed last week by the leaders of the U.S. and Iran to end the fighting in the Islamic Republic. That agreement set a 60-day period for negotiations on key issues, including the future of Tehran's nuclear program amid concerns that Iran wants to use it for military purposes, a claim the country denies.

    
The Lebanese government had been wary of having Iran negotiate on its behalf, and Lebanon launched its own direct negotiations with Israel after the outbreak of the latest Israel-Hezbollah war. Hezbollah was not part of the talks, which resulted in several ceasefire agreements that were never implemented on the ground. 
Hezbollah is unlikely to agree to any plan that would include its disarmament throughout the country. The group has maintained that it is only required by previous agreements and U.N. resolutions to disarm in the area south of the Litani River, near Lebanon's border with Israel.
Hassan Fadlallah, a member of Hezbollah's parliamentary bloc, reiterated the group's stance on Beirut-based pan-Arab Al-Mayadeen TV that it rejects Lebanon's direct negotiations with Israel and that it will not give up its weapons. 
Fadlallah said Lebanese authorities "will not be able to enforce the agreement signed in Washington unless they go, with American support, to civil war." He also called the agreement in Washington "an attempt to derail the Islamabad process," referring to the U.S.-Iran negotiations.

    
Israel establishes 'pilot zones' for Lebanon 
Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam said in a statement that the agreement "aims to achieve an Israeli withdrawal from all Lebanese territory, restore state sovereignty over it, and facilitate the return of its citizens" and that under it Lebanon is obligated to "extend the authority of the Lebanese state, through its armed forces, over all its territory."
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun had told a visiting British parliamentary delegation on Wednesday that a proposal for "pilot zones" where the Lebanese army is supposed to take exclusive control of the territory as Israeli troops will withdraw was "under discussion pending approval from the Israeli side." 

    
Israel's direct negotiations with Lebanon include discussions about the redeployment of Israeli forces after southern Lebanon is cleared of Hezbollah infrastructure and Hezbollah has disarmed, said an Israeli official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a video on Friday that the framework is a "great achievement" for Israel. 
"The most important thing, first and foremost, is that Israel will remain in the security zone in southern Lebanon," he said. "This is a major achievement, and we will maintain it as long as Hezbollah has not been disarmed and as long as it continues to pose a threat to the State of Israel."
Netanyahu said that Israel is allowing the Lebanese army to begin preparing to take control of territory, while the Israeli military is establishing two pilot zones. 
"A small part of it is within the expanded security zone that we secured over the past two weeks and which, the IDF has made absolutely clear, it does not need," Netanyahu said. "In other words, we are maintaining the original security zone at all times, outside the range of anti-tank missiles." 
___
This story has been corrected to include Nada Hamadeh Moawad's full name. It's Nada Hamadeh Moawad, not Nada Hamadeh. 
___

Sewell reported from Beirut. Lidman reported from Tel Aviv. Associated Press writers Koral Saeed in Herzliya, Israel, and John Seewer in Toledo, Ohio, contributed to this report.
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    Venezuelans sleep in cars and under trees as they question where they'll live after the earthquakes




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Residents sit near their destroyed homes two days after an earthquake struck La Guaira, Venezuela, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: People search through the rubble two days after an earthquake struck La Guaira, Venezuela, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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            People search through the rubble two days after an earthquake struck La Guaira, Venezuela, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People camp in the street the night after the earthquake struck Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: People camp out the night after earthquakes struck Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, June 25, 2026 (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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            People camp out the night after earthquakes struck Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, June 25, 2026 (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man stands in front of a collapsed building two days after an earthquake struck La Guaira, Venezuela, Friday, June 26, 2026.(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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            A man stands in front of a collapsed building two days after an earthquake struck La Guaira, Venezuela, Friday, June 26, 2026.(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- The Quintero family crowded around their new home this week after two deadly earthquakes forced them to flee their apartment building in Caracas.
Francisco Quintero reserved the seats of his small, beat-up car for his children, while the trunk is now home to Paquito, their green-and-red parakeet, and a handful of pet turtles.
Quintero, a musician, said he and other adults in the family search nightly for a place to sleep near the car "until we get an answer about what they might do with us."
The 7.2- and 7.5-magnitude quakes that throttled Venezuela on Wednesday evening just 39 seconds apart toppled buildings in Caracas and beyond, with hundreds of homes damaged. The number of confirmed dead -- already in the hundreds -- is expected to rise as frantic search-and-rescue missions continue.
Thousands of Venezuelans left suddenly homeless have since poured into parks, plazas and even the shoulders of blocked highways, looking for a place to lay their heads. The latest crisis in this nation of roughly 30 million comes after decades of economic struggle. More than half of the population lives in extreme poverty and nearly 8 million were already in need of humanitarian aid before the quakes struck. 

    
In Guaira -- the hardest hit state just north of Caracas -- families placed sheets on a dusty baseball field to claim their space, their belongings stuffed into plastic bags. Others sought shelter under palm trees. Among them was 35-year-old Alexandra Martinez and her two children.
"The apartment is completely wrecked," she said as she wiped away tears. "The walls, the kitchen, everything, are destroyed. It split right down the middle."



    
        




    




Venezuelans living outdoors wonder for how long
Similar scenes played out across Caracas.
"We have nowhere to live," Desire Gil said. "This is the only option we have for the moment."
The 37-year-old mother of four children, including one who is six months pregnant, now lives atop a small, grassy plaza with her family.
Nearby, people used backpacks as pillows and opened colorful beach umbrellas for shade as helicopters buzzed overhead.

    
        
    
Gil's residence did not fall, but parts are crumbling and she refuses to go back: "Our fear is that the building might collapse on top of us."

    
Like many others, she's waiting for Venezuela's civil protection agency to inspect cracked and crumbling buildings and determine if they're still safe to live in.

    
        
    
But it's unclear when those inspections might start. The government is still focused on saving lives, with thousands believed missing across Venezuela's northern region, where the quakes killed at least 920 people and injured more than 3,300 others.
Gil, who sells mangos and other goods for a living, said her pregnant daughter had contractions and went to the hospital on Thursday, only to be turned away. A portion of the maternity ward had collapsed, and the hospital was already overflowing with patients sent by other institutions.
The Ministry of Education said some school buildings would be used as shelters, but it wasn't clear how many. For now, Gil said she and her family would live atop the grassy mound "until the government gives us an answer."

    
More than half of Caracas was built under an old construction code
Experts have said they are not surprised at the crumpled buildings.
Jose Rangel, a civil engineer and university professor, noted that more than 50% of Caracas was built before 1982, the year the government approved a new construction code for seismic zones.
"Everything that we've built before that year is seismically vulnerable," he told state TV station Venezolana de Television.
Rangel said he and other engineers were working on seismic retrofitting plans and prioritizing the evaluation of schools, hospitals, bridges and other infrastructure before the earthquakes hit.
He called on the government to rebuild stronger and apply existing recommendations, warning it could take weeks to evaluate buildings and determine if they're safe.
"It's a process that lies ahead," Rangel said. "Right now, the most important issue is rescuing people."
He called on engineers, architects and others to join upcoming inspection efforts.

    
"The causes of the collapse must be determined," he said. "It's how we learn lessons after an earthquake."
Magaly Noguera and her family are among the Venezuelans awaiting an inspection. They live in a high-rise that was damaged, with Noguera recalling how she and her son, along with his wife and 3-year-old child, hugged each other under the kitchen door frame until they could run downstairs to a safer place.
"That day, the descent seemed endless to me," she said. "I don't want to be in my house."
They now sleep outside near a government building, surrounded by others in the same situation.

Across the street, a man lugged a mattress on his left shoulder while his partner carried several pillows under her right arm. Nestled between them was a small child as they walked to parts unknown.
___
Coto reported from San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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    How to help those impacted by the Venezuela earthquakes
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            Families in the Venezuelan city of La Guaira mourned loved ones and searched for survivors Thursday after a pair of powerful earthquakes brought down apartment buildings and left scores of people trapped beneath the rubble across the country. (AP video shot by: Juan Arraez and Andry Rincon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dos mujeres caminan entre los escombros de edificios danados por los sismos ocurridos el dia anterior, el jueves 25 de junio de 2026, en Catia La Mar, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Pedro Mattey)]
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[image: Personas consuelan a Gabriela Rojas, en el centro, mientras llora frente a su casa danada, donde dos de sus hijos fallecieron durante los terremotos que sacudieron La Guaira, Venezuela, el jueves 25 de junio de 2026. (AP Foto/Pedro Mattey)]
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[image: Rescatistas buscan entre los escombros de un edificio derruido tras sismos, el miercoles 24 de junio de 2026, en Caracas, Venezuela. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos)]
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[image: A man walks among the rubble of a building that collapsed in earthquakes the previous day in La Guaira, Venezuela, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Pedro Mattey)]
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            A man walks among the rubble of a building that collapsed in earthquakes the previous day in La Guaira, Venezuela, Thursday, June 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Pedro Mattey)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    

    
    



            By 
            GABRIELA AOUN ANGUEIRA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        Two powerful, back-to-back earthquakes shook Venezuela Wednesday evening, collapsing buildings, killing hundreds and leaving thousands more missing across the northern part of the country. Many more are feared dead.
Governments, nonprofits and members of the Venezuelan diaspora around the world are mobilizing to respond after the magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 quakes. Help is needed for search and rescue efforts, emergency shelter for displaced families and emergency health care, followed by safe water and sanitation, according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 
Humanitarian organizations will face many challenges, including airport closures and the need for fast-tracked visas for aid workers, said Michael Capponi, president of Global Empowerment Mission (GEM). 
"No single organization can meet all the needs alone," he said. "Collaboration across governments and NGOs is critical to ensuring we cover all ground efficiently and swiftly." 

    
Here are some of the responding organizations you can support. The nonprofit evaluator Charity Navigator recommends donors avoid fraudulent fundraising campaigns by assessing whether an organization has a history of working on the specific type of disaster and in the affected region, and if it is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 



    
        




    




How to help those affected by the Venezuela earthquakes
Global Empowerment Mission: The Doral, Florida-based humanitarian relief organization is collaborating with its long-term partner We Love Foundation, which supports Venezuelans. GEM immediately began packing emergency supplies for shipment Thursday to Caracas, where it has set up a distribution hub. GEM has responded in Venezuela before, including in 2018 and 2019.
CORE: The humanitarian nonprofit is deploying personnel and partnering with The Wayuu Taya Foundation, a nonprofit that supports Indigenous Wayuu communities in Venezuela and Colombia and who has staff on the ground in Caracas. They aim to support impacted families with food, drinking water, hygiene kits and other critical resources. CORE was founded after the 2010 Haiti earthquake.

    
        
    
Direct Relief: The California-based medical humanitarian organization is funding the deployment of a team from Spanish Bomberos Unidos Sin Fronteras (BUSF) to assist search-and-rescue efforts, and is poised to send medical supplies to local healthcare partners as needed. Direct Relief has responded to multiple earthquakes, including the 2023 disaster in Syria and Turkey. 

    
International Red Cross: Despite experiencing damage to its own headquarters, the Venezuelan Red Cross' nationwide network of hospitals and clinics remains active and continues to deliver care. Rescue teams are supporting evacuation and search efforts as well as mobilizing prepositioned relief supplies. Red Cross Societies in Ecuador, Colombia, Mexico, Costa Rica, Honduras and Argentina -- countries home to large Venezuelan communities -- have activated services to restore family links and help people find news of their loved ones. 

    
        
    
Children's Bereavement Center/Lift from Loss: The Miami-based group offers free bereavement counseling to children and adults. It is offering free online support in Spanish and English to those impacted in Venezuela and in the diaspora. Those seeking support can sign up online.

    
Airlink: The global humanitarian organization helps facilitate transport and logistics for other nonprofits needing to send relief and personnel to disasters worldwide. It will mobilize airlines and logistics companies to send search-and-rescue teams, medical responders and supplies to Venezuela.
World Central Kitchen: The nonprofit founded by Chef Jose Andres is mobilizing to serve hot meals to affected families and first responders as quickly as possible. WCK has led multiple responses in Venezuela, most recently in 2024 when families in the state of Sucre were displaced by Hurricane Beryl.
Catholic Relief Services: The international aid agency of the U.S. Catholic Church is working with local partner Caritas Venezuela to deliver emergency shelter, food, water and medical care to impacted families.

    
Global Impact: The philanthropy adviser and intermediary has set up a Venezuela Earthquakes Response fund that will funnel aid to multiple vetted organizations, including UNICEF USA and Save the Children, which has had a team in Venezuela since 2019. 
----

Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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    Touring Trump's Washington: How the president is putting his imprint on the nation's capital
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            The United States is celebrating its 250th year. And what better way to mark that anniversary than with an American summer staple -- a trip to the nation's capital. (AP Video: Nathan Ellgren; AP Production: Marissa Duhaney)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the National Guard walking in the lobby of Union Station in Washington, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)]
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            Members of the National Guard walking in the lobby of Union Station in Washington, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: New signage, The Donald J. Trump and The John F. Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts, is unveiled on the Kennedy Center, Dec. 19, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, file)]
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[image: A banner featuring an image of President Donald Trump hangs on the Department of Justice in Washington, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)]
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            A banner featuring an image of President Donald Trump hangs on the Department of Justice in Washington, Wednesday, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images shows Black Lives Matter plaza on 16th Street, NW, near the White House on March 10, 2025, top, as work was beginning to remove signage and markings, and on April 1, 2025, after the work was completed. (AP Photo)]
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            This combination of images shows Black Lives Matter plaza on 16th Street, NW, near the White House on March 10, 2025, top, as work was beginning to remove signage and markings, and on April 1, 2025, after the work was completed. (AP Photo)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Demonstrators, including Nadine Siler, of Waldorf, Md., dressed in a pink frog costume, hold up signs at a designated protest point in front of the John F. Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts, a day after a Trump-appointed board voted to add President Donald Trump's name to the Kennedy Center, Dec. 20, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, file)]
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            By 
            GARY FIELDS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States is celebrating its 250th year. And what better way to mark that anniversary than with an American summer staple -- a trip to the nation's capital.
But visitors to Washington will find that the city is undergoing tremendous change, courtesy of President Donald Trump's takeover makeover. 

    
        
    
Since returning to office 17 months ago, Trump has demonstrated a continuing fixation with the District of Columbia. The Republican president has slapped his image and name on buildings, torn down storied structures, altered others, started massive construction projects and deployed armed military personnel. 
The traditional tourist sights remain. But with slight detours, an open mind and a critical eye, the ambitious walker can see all the ways the president has pushed to remake the capital.
On the eve of the United States' birthday, take a trip with The Associated Press across a changing Washington.



    
        




    




First stop: An indefinite National Guard deployment

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the National Guard walking in the lobby of Union Station in Washington, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)]
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We start our tour at Union Station and Metro Center, the city's main transit hubs. Notice the Greco-Roman architecture of the former, the Brutalist design of the latter. Now see the ongoing, indefinite deployment of armed National Guard troops there and in many other parts of the city.

    
National Guard members from the district and several states have been in the city since August 2025, deployed under an emergency order issued by Trump in what he called a bid to fight crime. Trump has portrayed the deployment as a lifeline for the city. They will be here for most, if not all, of 2026 and are expected to number 5,000 this summer.

    
        
    
It's not the first time the military has deployed to the capital. Troops were in Washington throughout the Civil War, to quell riots after Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1968 assassination and, famously, hours into the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot. 

    
        
    
But in Trump's Washington, Guardsmen at street corners and metro stations have become an increasingly normal part of the city's scenery. 
And no one knows when they will leave.

    
Second stop: Scars left by DOGE
Exit Union Station, take in the view of the Capitol and turn right down Pennsylvania Avenue. There sits a building now synonymous with the Department of Government Efficiency, the Trump administration's effort to shrink the federal government. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A United States Agency for International Development (USAID) worker, carries his personal belongings after retrieving them from the USAID's headquarters in Washington, Feb. 27, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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The U.S. Agency for International Development was the first major federal agency targeted by then-DOGE leader Elon Musk in the remake of the federal government, when cost-cutting measures prompted the terminations of tens of thousands of workers. USAID spent billions on humanitarian aid worldwide and was credited with saving millions of lives over time.
By eliminating 90% of foreign aid contracts, the Trump administration effectively cut some $60 billion in funding. 
After workers cleared their desks in February 2025, the USAID offices on Pennsylvania Avenue were repurposed for other government uses. 
The shuttering of the agency also contributed to a massive increase in unemployment in the region where about one-fifth of the workforce lives. 
Many workers still ask: When their lives were upended, what was saved?

    
Third stop: Trump's image staring down
Walking south along any of the numbered streets leads to Constitution Avenue and the National Mall. Banners bearing Trump's image have adorned the facades of several government buildings over the past 17 months -- an uncommon practice for a sitting American president and a highly literal sign of his imprint upon the city. 
At the Department of the Interior, his image has equal billing with George Washington on similar banners proclaiming "America's First" and "America First."
A mile away, Trump's face glowers from the storied Department of Justice building, a physical display of Trump's efforts to exert power over the law enforcement agency that once investigated him. It's also a striking symbol of the erosion of the department's tradition of independence from White House control, as the president pushes to prosecute his political adversaries. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo combination shows the Robert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Building, June 9, 2023, and a banner featuring an image of President Donald Trump hanging on the building, May 27, 2026. in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Matt Rourke, file)]
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Next up: The Reflecting Pool painted 'American flag blue'
Westward toward the Lincoln Memorial sits the recently repainted Reflecting Pool. 
The site has always been a must-see on any tourist's checklist. But the Reflecting Pool, the scene of historic marches and protests, today also symbolizes Trump's drive to change Washington. 
Trump called the area "filthy" and had workers paint it in a color he has called "American flag blue." A Washington-based nonprofit that tried to block the move said it undermined the somber tone of the area, which sits near the memorials to Lincoln and to the Vietnam and Korean wars.

    
        
    
Since the makeover, the pool has been fraught with problems, from runaway algae growth to dead ducks and a torn lining. Authorities say vandals have been responsible for some of the problems and arrests have been made. The National Park Service said the liner was intentionally cut with a sharp razor or knife. 
A walk over the Memorial Bridge across the Potomac River leads directly to the proposed future site of Trump's 20-story, gold-adorned triumphal arch. Although embroiled in a court battle, like a number of his projects, the arch has been approved by a key federal agency and survey work has begun at the site.

    
In a city meticulously planned and rich with the symbolism that defines the nation, new construction can unsettle the carefully crafted balance.
The arch, when built, will break up the intentionally designed symbolic sightline between Arlington House, once the home of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, and the Lincoln Memorial, which symbolized the reunification of a divided nation following the Civil War. 
Just ahead: The Trump-Kennedy Center
Visible from the site is the John F. Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts -- known for much of this year as the Donald J. Trump and John F. Kennedy Memorial Center. 
Congress named the performing arts venue as a living memorial to Kennedy in 1964, the year after he was assassinated. A law explicitly prohibits its board of trustees from making the center into a memorial to anyone else, and from putting another person's name on the building's exterior.
A court decision eventually stripped the center of Trump's name, but a tarp remains there, obscuring the change.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Workers install tarps on the scaffolding at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, Saturday, June 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]
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[image: The wall of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is covered in tarp after President Donald Trump's name was removed, in Washington, Saturday, June 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)]
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Trump also added his name to the U.S. Institute of Peace, part of a broader series of tributes that has been largely unprecedented for a sitting, living president.
In the middle of it all: A significantly changed White House
No tour would be complete without 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. -- the White House. There, gazers can look at the construction site formerly known as the East Wing. It's now the president's ballroom-in-waiting as the courts and Congress battle over whether to build it. 

    
        
    
The White House has said the $400 million cost would be paid by private donors, but public money -- around $1 billion for the entire White House complex, including the ballroom -- would be used for security measures. The proposed building has also expanded to a size larger than the rest of the White House. Trump argues the ballroom is necessary for security reasons, and amplified that assertion after the attack on the White House Correspondents' Association dinner in April.
Not viewable on the tour: the area formerly known as the Rose Garden. Planted by then-first lady Jackie Kennedy, it has been paved over into a patio.
Last stop: Black Lives Matter Plaza no more
Directly north, across Pennsylvania Avenue, is the area of town formerly known as Black Lives Matter Plaza. During Trump's first term, a more defiant Democratic Mayor Muriel Bowser ordered the painting and naming of the area as a remembrance of the death of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images shows Black Lives Matter plaza on 16th Street, NW, near the White House on March 10, 2025, top, as work was beginning to remove signage and markings, and on April 1, 2025, after the work was completed. (AP Photo)]
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BLM Plaza became a magnet point for years of political activism. Hundreds of protests started, ended or rallied there.

The plaza came down in March 2025 at Bowser's direction, spurred by threats from Congress to hold the city's funding. The decision served as an acknowledgment of a major shift in tone under Trump.
That's the tour, folks. Please enjoy your stay.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/america-250-trump-renovations-washington-dc-tour-7a01986959f79d0153c3225f43a375f3
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    DC reaches court settlement with man detained while protesting troops' patrol with Darth Vader song




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Members of the National Guard walking in the lobby of Union Station in Washington, May 27, 2026. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, file)]
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[image: Members of the National Guard stop and look at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool Sunday, June 21, 2026, on the National Mall in Washington. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick]
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[image: National guard on patrol at the Lincoln Memorial, Wednesday, June 24, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)]
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[image: National Guard members look at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, Monday, June 22, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            By 
            MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The District of Columbia has reached a settlement agreement for an undisclosed amount of money with a resident who claims police illegally detained him for following an Ohio National Guard patrol while playing Darth Vader's theme song from "Star Wars" on his phone -- an act of protest against the Trump administration's federal law-enforcement surge in the nation's capital.
A court filing late Thursday says the plaintiff, Sam O'Hara, will drop his lawsuit's claims against the district and four Metropolitan Police Department officers within three business days of receiving the settlement payment. The filing doesn't specify a dollar amount for the deal between the district and O'Hara, who is represented by the American Civil Liberties Union of the District of Columbia.
In an email on Friday, an ACLU spokesperson referred to the settlement's financial terms as "a significant amount" that O'Hara "is pleased with" but said they aren't disclosing the dollar figure to protect his privacy. A spokesperson for D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb's office declined to comment on the settlement.

    
O'Hara's agreement with the district doesn't resolve his related claims against an Ohio National Guard member. Attorneys for the Guard member, Sgt. Devon Beck, has asked a judge to dismiss O'Hara's claims against him.


"He was there because that was his assigned duty," Beck's lawyers wrote. "This was not an accidental encounter or a one-time disagreement on a public sidewalk."

    
        
    
An earlier court filing, in February, said O'Hara had reached a settlement agreement "in principle" with the district. In response, a judge agreed to suspend the case while they negotiated terms.
"The government's efforts to silence me ultimately backfired and brought more attention to the unjust deployment of the National Guard in Washington, D.C.," O'Hara said in a statement. "This settlement serves as a reminder that constitutional freedoms are worth defending, especially when those in power would prefer we stay quiet."

    
O'Hara sued the district last October, claiming police officers violated his First Amendment rights to free speech and his Fourth Amendment rights against unreasonable seizures and excessive force.
The ominous orchestral music of "The Imperial March" from the Star Wars movies was the soundtrack for O'Hara's peaceful protests against President Donald Trump's ongoing deployment of Guard members in Washington. Millions of TikTok users have viewed O'Hara's videos of his interactions with troops, according to his lawsuit.
O'Hara, an artist who works in the hospitality industry, says he didn't interfere with the Guard troops during their Sept. 11, 2025, encounter on a public street. One of the troops summoned Metropolitan Police Department officers, who stopped O'Hara and kept him handcuffed for 15 to 20 minutes before releasing him without charges, according to the lawsuit.
"The law might have tolerated government conduct of this sort a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. But in the here and now, the First Amendment bars government officials from shutting down peaceful protests," the suit says.


    
Trump, a Republican, issued an executive order declaring a crime emergency in Washington last August. Within weeks, hundreds of Guard troops and federal agents were helping police patrol the city. The surge inflamed tensions with residents of the heavily Democratic district. Hundreds of Guard members remain deployed in the district nearly a year later, with no clear end in sight.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/darth-vader-theme-song-national-guard-protest-f7914320bd80612a90b92ca2769e6532
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[image: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks in the Oval Office of the White House during an executive order signing about quantum computing with President Donald Trump, Monday, June 22, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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[image: The Pentagon is pictured in Washington, Thursday, June 11, 2026. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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            By 
            BEN FINLEY and KONSTANTIN TOROPIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A gay rights activist is suing the Department of Defense to answer a simple question: Did Scouting America actually agree to ban transgender members in a deal with the Pentagon? 
James Dale, who filed a complaint in a New York City federal court Thursday, alleges that both sides have provided conflicting answers, while the Pentagon is refusing to release a copy of its agreement with the organization. 
The Pentagon made a deal with Scouting America in February that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said would refocus the organization away from diversity initiatives and other "woke" policies. Hegseth threatened to cease the military's longtime support of the organization if it failed to comply in six months, which would be in late August. 
Hegseth put heavy emphasis on Scouting America's acceptance of transgender youth, saying the organization will require members to use their "biological sex at birth and not gender identity." 

    
But Scouting America, formerly known as the Boy Scouts of America, said then that the agreement did not change existing policies regarding transgender youth and that they are welcome. 



    
        




    




"We have transgender people in our program and we'll have transgender people in our program going forward," Scouting America President and CEO Roger Krone told The Associated Press in February. 
In his complaint seeking the agreement, Dale states that both accounts "cannot be true, and the stakes are of profound public importance."

    
        
    
Hegseth had pledged in February to "vigorously review" the changes Scouting America has made, threatening to withdraw support. 
"We hope that doesn't happen, but it could," Hegseth said at the time. "Ideally, I believe the Boy Scouts should go back to being the Boy Scouts as originally founded, a group that develops boys into men. Maybe someday."
The scouts and the military have had longtime ties, including the military providing logistical support for the National Boy Scout Jamboree and scouts meeting on or near bases. The military also has maintained a strong relationship with the Eagle Scouts, whose members often enlist. 

    
Dale had filed a Freedom of Information Act request in late March to get the memorandum of understanding between Scouting America and the Pentagon regarding the changes. 
"The Department has invoked no exemption, produced no record, and missed every deadline," his complaint stated. "Mr. Dale brings this action to enforce the public's right to know, before the Department's August deadline expires.
When asked for comment on Dale's lawsuit, the Pentagon said in a statement that it wouldn't comment on ongoing litigation and referred to the video Hegseth released in February that outlined the changes he said the organization was making. Scouting America did not immediately respond to emails from The Associated Press seeking comment. 
Dale raised another question in his complaint about the government's ability to require the organization to accept or deny certain members. 
In 1990, the Boy Scouts of America expelled Dale, then an Eagle Scout who had become an assistant scoutmaster, after discovering he was co-president of Rutgers University's gay and lesbian organization. He sued in 1992, accusing the Boy Scouts of discrimination, and lost at the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled that the organization could maintain membership and leadership criteria that excluded homosexuals.


    
"Here, if the Department's account is true, the federal government has now obtained by contract what the Court once held it could not command by law," Dales lawsuit states. "And if it is not, then the Department has misled the public about what Scouting America has agreed to do."
___
Associated Press writer Jamie Stengle in Dallas contributed to this report. 
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[image: Cape Verde head coach Bubista waves a flag while being carried on the shoulder of Jovane Cabral (7) during the World Cup Group H soccer match between Cape Verde and Saudi Arabia in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Cape Verde head coach Bubista waves the flag as he celebrates with fans after their 0-0 draw against Saudi Arabia after the World Cup Group H soccer match in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Cape Verde team members celebrate after the World Cup Group H soccer match between Cape Verde and Saudi Arabia in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Cape Verde goalkeeper Marcio Rosa (12) celebrates with teammates after advancing during the World Cup Group H soccer match between Cape Verde and Saudi Arabia in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Eric Gay) CORRECTION: Corrects ID to Cape Verde goalkeeper Marcio Rosa (12), not Cape Verde goalkeeper Vozinha (1).]
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[image: Saudi Arabia's Abdulelah Alamri (4) and Cape Verde's Nuno da Costa (21) collide was they try to head the ball during the second half of the World Cup Group H soccer match in Houston, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            KRISTIE RIEKEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Tiny Cape Verde defied odds to become the smallest country to earn a spot in the World Cup knockout round behind the stellar play of Vozinha, the 40-year-old goalkeeper who embodied the grit of his nation. 
"We are small," he said. "But we have big hearts and we are fighters."
Cape Verde completed an improbable run through the group stage with a third straight World Cup draw, a 0-0 draw against Saudi Arabia on Friday night to advance in the tournament.
The small island nation off the western coast of Africa, which is making its debut on soccer's grandest stage, already held 2010 champion Spain to a 0-0 draw and then came from behind to get a 2-2 result against Uruguay. 
"The team was very eager to show this to the whole world," Cape Verde coach Bubista said while draped in his country's flag. "We are proud of having arrived at this stage. We have shown that we are a small country, but that we fight for the things that we want to achieve." 

    
Cape Verde's three points put the team in second place behind Spain, which beat Uruguay on Friday night and won the group.
Cape Verde will play reigning World Cup champion Argentina in Miami on July 3.



    
        




    




Drawing all three group matches doesn't guarantee advancement at major soccer tournaments. But several teams have done it in the past, including Wales in 1958, Ireland and the Netherlands in 1990, and Chile in 1998. New Zealand, however, also got three draws at the 2010 World Cup and was eliminated.

    
        
    
On the eve of the match, Bubista mused, "everyone is entitled to dream and nothing is impossible."
The Blue Sharks proved him right, overcoming seemingly insurmountable odds as this country of just more than 500,000 reached the round of 32.
A woman, her face painted with a flag of the archipelago, held a sign that read: "Small Islands, Big Dreams."

    
        
    
A dream that these underdogs have made reality as they continue their charmed run on the world stage.

    
They did it with another strong game from Vozinha, whose tournament success has helped him amass more than 16 million Instagram followers.
He had a save in first half stoppage time, grabbing a header from Mohamed Kanno to keep Saudi Arabia scoreless. Another save came in the 66th minute when he leaped to deflect a shot from Mohammed Abu Al-Shamat.
A third came in the 92nd minute when he stopped a shot by Abdullah Al-Hamdan. 
"There is a lot of quality in our national team," Vozinha said. "Maybe for many of you, you think the Cape Verdean player is not good enough. But we came here to show that we have a lot of quality and we are here to compete and our players can play everywhere in the big competition, in the big leagues."
A group of shirtless men in the crowd each painted one letter of his name on their chests as they cheered Cape Verde.
But Vozinha had a much bigger fan among the crowd of 68,278 as his mother Ana Candida Evora watched from a luxury suite, waving a tiny Cape Verde flag. It was her second match of the tournament after missing Vozinha's epic seven-save performance against Spain because of visa issues.

    
Cape Verde had a chance to score in the 50th minute, but Kevin Pina's shot from distance was just above the crossbar. Another chance came in the 74th minute when Laros Duarte's shot from the middle of the box was stopped by goalkeeper Mohammed Al-Owais. 
A last chance to score came in the final seconds when Nuno da Costa sent a shot from the middle of the box wide left.
But it didn't matter because a couple of minutes after the final whistle, Spain completed its victory over Uruguay and set off a joyous celebration among Cape Verde's players and fans, many of whom cried as they rejoiced.
Having led his squad to new heights, Bubista was asked if he could have imagined such a run entering the tournament. 
"I've always said that sooner or later Cape Verde would be on such a stage," he said. "Of course it's hard to have such a forecast, but I always knew."
Saudi Arabia was eliminated after finishing with two points in the group stage. 

"We were very poor in terms of creating things, controlling the game and creating actions," coach Georgios Donis said. "And one cannot win a game this way. It would be very difficult." 
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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    Rainbow flags dot Iran and Egypt's match as Seattle celebrates Pride during the World Cup




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A spectator holds up a flag before the start of the World Cup Group G soccer match between Egypt and Iran in Seattle, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo//Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Anthony Vega, of Seattle, displays a pride flag outside the stadium before attending the World Cup Group G soccer match between Egypt and Iran in Seattle, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: Fans wave Pride flags at a beer garden outside the stadium before the World Cup Group G soccer match between Egypt and Iran in Seattle, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: A fan holds up a rainbow flag before the World Cup Group G soccer match between Egypt and Iran in Seattle, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren)]
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[image: Fans arrive before the World Cup Group G soccer match between Egypt and Iran in Seattle, Friday, June 26, 2026. (AP Photo/Maddy Grassy)]
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Rainbow flags fluttered among the sea of Iranian and Egyptian banners at Seattle's World Cup stadium Friday, as teams from two of the most repressive countries for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people took to the field.
It was just a coincidence that the city's "Pride Match" ended up as a high-stakes matchup between Iran and Egypt -- with advancement from Group G still up in the air -- and it came come with plenty of pushback from both countries. But Seattle officials and its soccer community say the distinctive pairing was an opportunity to showcase the city's inclusivity as well as the common ground that can be found at the World Cup.
Some milled about the stadium with Pride Match scarves, while others had painted their faces with rainbows or clutched free flags handed out by a human rights organization. A man heading to his seat held a large sign that spelled out PRIDE as an acronym: "Proud, Respectful, Inclusive, Diverse, Egyptian."

    
Stacy Harbour works for an LGBTQ+ nonprofit invited by the local organizing committee and brought 20 young people to the match, handing them "goody bags" filled with Pride face paint, flags and headbands. Harbour said she's glad these two countries are the ones competing.



    
        




    




"There are groups of folks that live here in Seattle that are of Egyptian, Iranian descent. This is their opportunity to represent their intersectional identities," she said. "This is an opportunity to show the world what Seattle is. And Seattle is an inclusive city. We always have been, we always will be."

    
        
    
Same-sex relations are illegal in Iran, where gay men have been executed on sodomy charges, while Egypt has prosecuted gay and lesbian people and suppressed outward expressions of gay pride, including rainbow flags. The countries complained to FIFA in December about the "Pride Match" and asked that the celebrations be canceled. In a statement Friday, Iran's federation said it had made its position clear to FIFA in multiple letters and meetings and was assured "that no ceremonies or promotional activities related to this issue will take place inside the stadium or as part of the official match programme."

    
        
    
"Iran and Egypt are two Muslim countries with deep cultural and religious commonalities, and the views expressed by both federations reflect the shared values and beliefs of the people of the two nations," Iran's federation said.

    
The pre-match festivities on the field did not include any references to Pride. But FIFA treats the rainbow flag as a statement of human rights, according to Hana Tadesse, a spokesperson for Seattle's World Cup organizing committee, and allowed fans to wave it inside the stadium.
Anthony Vega, 50, stood outside the stadium more than three hours before kickoff, waving a large rainbow flag that he planned to bring inside. At his first World Cup match after winning the ticket lottery, he said he thought more people would be outside with Pride flags.
"If one or two kids in Iran or Egypt see who we really are as Americans and how we are accepting, especially here in my home, that could change the lives for a lot of people, or them," said Vega, who celebrated his first Pride in 1991.

    
Paul Kahl, a West Seattle native who wore a purple shirt in support of Pride, said he didn't experience any issues getting into the stadium.
"I think there's a difference between the fans of a country versus the government of a country. And, their government's not here," he said. "Their fans are here to see the game. It's the World Cup. You leave your politics at the door."
When asked Thursday about the Pride celebration, Egypt coach Hossam Hassan said the team was focused on soccer.
"We are concerned with football on the pitch," he said in Arabic. "We respect fair play and rules for everybody to abide by."
The match coincides with Seattle's annual celebration of the LGBTQ+ community and Pride watch parties are planned in some neighborhoods. Over the weekend, the city will hold its popular Pride parade.
Sara Bunn, who identifies as pansexual, started to tear up, standing outside the stadium with a Pride flag wrapped around her shoulders and a shirt that said, "Trans People Belong." 

"This is like a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity," Bunn said, "and it's really cool to be able to be a part of it and be a part of history of us being able to be represented."
___
See more of AP's World Cup coverage here
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